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ACTS, 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  THE  Thirty-first  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1769. 


CHAPTER    1. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  THIRTY  THOU- 
SAND POUNDS;  AND  ALSO  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX 
OF  THREE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-NINE  POUNDS 
FOURTEEN  SHILLINGS  PAID  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  THEIR 
TRAVEL,  SERVICE  AND  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  IN 
THE  YEARS  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY'-SEVEN  AND 
SIXTY-EIGHT,  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  THE  TOWN  OF  SWANZEY  FIFTY 
t-OUNDS,  BEING  PART  OF  THE  SUM  OF  THREE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  LENT 
SAID  TOWN  IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY- 
FOUR;  AND  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  TOE  TOWN  OF  METHUEN  THE  SUM 
OF  FIFTY-EIGHT  POUNDS  ELEVEN  SHILLINGS  AND  ONE  PENNY,  BEING 
TAXES  ARISING  BY  MEANS  OF  A  DEFECTIVE  CONSTABLE  WHO  AB- 
SCONDED IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY- 
SIX,  AND  THE  EXECUTION  RETURNED  .YO.V  EST  lyVEXTUS;  ALSO  THE 
TOWN  OF  WENIIAM  THE  SUM  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY-ONE 
POUNDS  TEN  SHILLINGS  AND  TENPENCE,  BEING  SO  MUCH  [WHICH] 
SAID  TOWN  WAS  TAXED  IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUN- 
DRED AND  SIXTY-FIVE,  FOR  WHICH  THPIY  HAVE  MADE  NO  RETURN  TO 
WHOM  IT  WAS  COMMITTED,  AND  NO  PART  THEREOF  PAID  INTO  THE 
TREASURY ;  AND  THE  FURTHER  SUM  OF  THIRTY-ONE  POUNDS  ELEVEN 
SHILLINGS  AND  FOURPENCE,  fiEING  FOR  INTEREST  THEREON;  ALSO 
FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  THE  COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE 
THE  SUM  OF  TWENTY-TWO  POUNDS  SEVEN  SHILLINGS  AND  NINE- 
PENCE,  FOR  PAYING  A  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  BY  THE  COURT  TO 
VIEW  THE  SAID  COUNTY;  ALSO,  FOR  ASSESSING  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
CONWAY  THE  SUM  OF  TWELVE  POUNDS  THIRTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND 
FIVEPENCE  ONE  HALFPENNY,  BEING  THEIR  PROPORTION  OF  THE 
PROVINCE  TAX  LAID  ON  THE  TOWN  OF  DEERFIELD  IN  THE  YEAR  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-SEVEN. 

Whereas  the  great  and  general  court  or  assembly  of  this  province,  nfig,  cnap. 
by  an  act  made  and  passed  at  their  sessions  in  May,  one  thousand  ^■••S"- 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  on  the  grant  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, agreed  upon  and  ordered  a  tax  of  one  hundred  and  five 
thousand  pounds  ;  and  ichereas  by  the  act  aforesaid,  provision  is  made, 
that  the  general  court  at  their  present  session  miglit  apportion  the 
same  on  the  several  towns,  districts,  parishes  and  places  within  this 
province,  if  they  should  think  fit :  yet  inasmuch  as  such  a  heavy  tax 
will  be  extremely  burthensorae  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province 
under  their  present  distressed  circumstances  ;  and  as  the  proportion 
of  said  tax  must  be  very  unequal  in  regard  to  several  towns,  for  want 
of  a  new  valuation  which  cannot  be  compleated  this  session  ;  and  as 
some  of  the  possessors  of  the  government  securities,  for  the  redemp- 
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tion  of  which  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hundred  and  five  thousand 
pounds  is  applied,  are  willing  to  continue  their  money  upon  loan,  pay- 
able at  a  further  period,  which  with  the  tax  of  thirty  thousand  pounds 
now  agreed  to  be  assessed  and  levied  this  year,  will  be  sufficient  to 
redeem  the  government  securities  with  the  interest  thereon,  which  will 
become  due  in  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundi-ed  and  seventy  ;  where- 
fore for  the  ordering,  directing,  and  effectually  drawing  in  the  sum  of 
thirty-four  thousand  one  hundred  and  thuty-six  pounds  seven  shill- 
ings and  elevenpence  [one]  halfpenny ;  and  to  the  end  that  the  same 
may  be  apportioned,  assessed  and  levied  in  the  easiest  manner  we  are 
able  for  the  benefit  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  and  also  that  his  majesty's 
government  within  this  province  may  have  the  better  and  more  speedy 
effect  of  the  said  grant ;  we  his  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  representatives  in  general  coui-t  assembled,  pray  that  it  may 
be  enacted,  — 

And  be  it  accordingly  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives, 

[Sect.  1,]  That  each  town,  district,  parish  or  other  place  within 
this  province  be  assessed,  and  pay  as  such  town,  district,  parish,  and 
place's  proportion  of  the  sum  of  thirty-four  thousand  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  pounds  seven  shillings  and  elevenpence  one  farthing, 
the  several  sums  following;  that  is  to  say, — 
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And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Treasurer  to  is-  [Sect.  2.]  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  out  his  warrants, 
to^heMecimcn  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town,  district,  parish 
or  assessors.  q^.  Q^iier  placc  withiu  this  province,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  re- 
spectively, to  assess  the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town,  district,  par- 
ri.iios  for  assess-  ish  or  Other  place,  in  manner  following;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all 
rateable  polls  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  Avithin  their  respective 
towns,  districts,  parishes  or  other  places,  or  next  adjoining  to  them, 
belonoing  to  no  other  town  or  place,  at  four  shillings,  and  proportion- 
ably  in  assessing  the  additional  sum  paid  out  of  the  treasury  to  the 
representatives,  for  their  trav[ai][e]l  and  attendance  aforesaid  (ex- 
cepting the  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and  their  families,  the 
president,  fellows,  professors,  Hebrew  instructor  and  students  of 
Harvard  College,  settled  ministers  and  gramm[e][a]r-school  masters, 
who  are  hereby  exempted  as  well  from  being  taxed  for  their  polls,  as 
their  estates  being  in  their  own  hands,  and  under  their  actual  manage- 
ment and  improvement ;  as  also  the  estate  pertaining  to  Harvard  Col- 
lege) ;  and  otiier  persons,  if  such  there  be,  who,  through  age,  infirm- 
ity or  extreme  poverty,  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors,  are  not  able 
to  pay  towards  public[k]  charges,  they  may  exempt  their  polls  or 
estate^s] ,  or  abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  in  their  prudence 
they  shall  think  fit  and  judge  meet. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  justices  in  their  general  sessions,  in  the  respec- 
tive counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  or  assessment,  are 
hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the  several 
towns,  districts,  parishes  and  other  places  in  such  county,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  province  tax ;  and  the  assessors  of  each  town  in  the  prov- 
ince are  also  directed,  in  making  an  assessment,  to  govern  themselves 
by  the  same  rule ;  and  the  incomes  of  all  estates,  both  real  and  per- 
sonal, lying  within  the  limits  of  such  town,  district,  parish  or  other 
place,  or  next  unto  the  same,  not  paying  elsewhere,  in  whose  hands, 
tenure  [or]  occupation  or  possession  the  same  is  or  shall  be  found, 
and  also  the  incomes  or  profits  which  any  person  or  persons,  except 
as  before  excepted,  do  or  shall  receive  from  any  trade  or  faculty, 
business  or  employment  whatsoever,  and  all  profits  which  shall  or 
may  arise  by  money,  or  commissions  of  profits,  in  their  improvement, 
at  twelve  pence  per  poand ;  and  to  abate  or  multiply  the  same,  if  need 
be,  so  as  to  make  up  the  sum  set  and  ordered  hereby  for  each  town, 
district,  parish  or  other  place  to  pay  ;  and  in  making  the  said  assess- 
ment, to  estimate  houses  and  lands  at  the  amount  of  six  years'  yearly 
rent  whereat  the  same  may  be  reasonably  set  or  let  for  in  the  place 
where  they  l[i][?y]e;  the  said  houses  and  laud  to  be  taxed  to  such 
persons  as  shall  be  the  actual  tenants  thereof  upon  the  first  day  of 
September  next ;  excepting  all  such  houses  and  buildings,  in  the  town 
of  Boston  or  elsewhere  withiu  this  province,  as  shall  then  be  improved 
as  barracks  for  the  king's  troops,  or  otherwise  for  his  service,  all  which 
houses  and  buildings  so  improved  shall  be  taxed  to  such  persons  to 
whom  the  rents  of  the  same  shall  at  that  time  be  due  or  payable : 
saving  all  agreements  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  Avhere  no 
agreement  is,  the  landlord  to  reimburse  one-half  of  the  tax  set  upon 
such  houses  and  lands  (new  cleared  lands  for  tillage  not  to  be  rated 
until  tlie  first  crop  be  taken  off)  ;  and  to  estimate  negro,  Indian  and 
molatto  servants  proportionably  as  other  personal  estate,  according  to 
their  sound  judgment  or  discretion  ;  as  also  to  estimate  every  ox  of 
four  years  old  and  upwards,  at  forty  shillings  ;  every  cow  or  heifer 
of  three  years  old  and  upwards,  [oi]  thirty  shillings  ;  and  every  horse 
and  mare  of  three  years  old  and  upwal'ds,  at  forty  shillings  ;  and 
every  swine  of  one  year  old  and  upwards,  at  eight  shillings  ;  goats  and 
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sheep  of  one  year  old  aud  upwords,  at  three  shillings  each ;  the  sev- 
eral creatures  above  ineiitioncd  to  be  taxed  to  their  respective  owners 
or  occupants,  by  the  assessors  of  the  town  in  which  the  owners  or 
occupants  dwell :  likewise  requiring  the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list 
of  said  assessment,  setting  forth,  in  distinct  columns,  against  each 
particular  person's  name,  how  much  he  or  she  is  assessed  at  for  polls, 
and  how  much  for  houses  and  lands,  and  how  much  for  personal 
estate,  and  income  by  trade  or  faculty,  and  if  as  guardians,  or  for 
any  estate,  in  his  or  her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  ex- 
pressed ;  and  the  list  or  lists  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or  the  Li«ts  to  be  com- 
maior  part  of  them,  to  commit  to  the  collector  or  constable  or  con-  '"'tiwi  to  con- 

,  «  ,  T        •  •    1  1  stablea  or  col- 

stables    of   any  such  town,   district,  parish  or   other   place,    and  to  lectors. 
return  a  certificate  of  the  name  or  names  of  such  collector,  constable 
or  constables,  with  the  sum  total  to  each  of   them  committed,  unto 
himself,  some  time  before  the  last  day  of  November  next. 

[Sect.  4.]     And  the  treasurer,  for  the  time  being,   on  receipt  of  Treasurer  to  is- 
such  certificate,  is  hereby  [e][A]mpowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  toeoMstabicTor^ 
liis  warrants  to  the  collector  or  constable  or  constables  of  such  town,  collectors, 
district,  parish  or  other  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to 
collect  the  W'hole  of  each  respective  sum  assessed  on  each  particular 
person,  and  to  pay  in  their  collection,  and  to  issue  their  accompts  of 
tlie  whole,  at  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  which  will  be  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  assessors  of^^each  towm,  district,  parish  or  Notice  to  be 
other  place,  respectively,  in  convenient  iime  before  their  making  of  the  hubitants'to'" 
assessment,  shall  give  seasonable  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  a  town  bring  in  atruo 
meeting,  or  by  posting  up  notifications  in  some  place  or  places  in  cbui"/ in  pot-'""' 
such  town,  district,  parish  or  other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  sc'ssioatiie  first 
some  other  way,  to  give  and  bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  perfect  ber."  ^^  '''"" 
lists  of  their  polls  aud  rateable  estate  they  shall  be  possessed  of  on 
tlie  first  day  of  September  next,  aud  income  by  trade  or  faculty,  and 
gain  by  money  at  interest,  which  they  are  to  render  to  the  assessors, 
on  oath,  if  required  ;  and  if  they  refuse  to  give  in  an  account  of  the 
money  at  interest,  on  oath,  the  assessors  are  [e]  [?]mpowered  to  doom 
them  ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do, 
or  bring  in  a  false  list,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  assessors  to 
assess  such  person  or  persons,  according  to  their  known  ability  in  such 
town,  in  their  sound  judgment  and  discretion,  their  due  proportion  of 
tliis  tax,  as  near  as  they  can,  agre[e]able  to  the  rules  herein  giveu, 
under  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  person  that  shall  be 
convicted  by  legal  proof,  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  assessors,  in  bring- 
ing in  a  false  list ;  the  said  fines  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  such 
town,  district,  parish  or  place  where  the  delinquent  lives,  to  be  levied  by 
warrant  from  the  assessors,  directed  to  the  collectors  or  constables, 
in  manner  as  is  directed  for  gathering  the  town  assessments,  to  be 
paid  into  the  town,  district,  or  parisli  treasury,  for  the  use  aforesaid : 
siiving  to  the  party  aggrieved  at  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  in  set- 
ting forth  such  fine,  liberty  of  appeal  therefrom  to  the  court  of  gen- 
eral sessions  of  the  peace  within  the  count}',  for  relief  as  in  the  case 
of  being  overrated.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  not  bring 
in  a  list  of  then-  estate  as  aforesaid  to  the  assessors,  he  or  they  so 
neglecting  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make  application  to  the  court  of 
general  sessions,  for  any  abatement  of  the  assessment  laid  on  him  or 
them. 

[Sect.  6.]  And  if  the  person  be  not  convicted  of  any  falseness  in 
the  list,  by  him  presented,  of  the  polls,  rateable  estate,  or  income  by 
trade  or  faculty,  business  or  employment,  which  he  does  or  shall  exer- 
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cise,  or  in  gain  by  money  at  interest  or  otherwise,  or  other  estate  not 
particularly  assessed,  such  list  shall  be  a  rule  for  such  person's  pro- 
portion to  the  tax,  which  the  assessors  may  not  exceed. 

Ayid  forasmuch  as,  oftentimes,  sundry  persons,  not  belonging  to  this 
province,  bring  considerable  trade  and  merchandize  into  the  same, 
and  by  reason  that  the  tax  or  rate  of  the  town  where  they  come  to  is 
finished  and  delivered  to  the  constable  or  collectors,  and,  before  the 
next  year's  assessment,  are  gone  out  of  the  province,  and  so  pay 
nothing  towards  the  support  of  the  government,  tho[(i(//t],  in  the  time 
of  their  residing  here,  they  reaped  considerable  gain  by  trade,  and  had 
the  protection  of  the  government,  — 
Be  it  therefore  enacted, 
TranBient  [Sect.  7.]     That  when  any  person  or  persons  shall  come  and  reside 

rated"  °  ^  in  any  town  within  this  province,  and  bring  any  merchandize,  or  trade, 
to  deal  therewith,  the  assessors  of  such  town  are  hereby  [e][i]mpow- 
ered  to  rate  and  assess  all  such  persons,  according  to  their  circum- 
stances, pursuant  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  this  act  provided, 
though  the  former  rate  may  have  been  finished  and  a  new  one  not 
perfected  as  aforesaid. 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 
Mnciiants  to  be       tSect.  8.1     That  whcu  auv  merchant,  trader  or  factor,  shall  set  up 

latt'd  for  carry-  \_<^'^^'--  ^.j        -»■  j  i  _  ^  _  i 

inn  on  trade  in    a  storc,  aud  traffic[A;],  or  carry  on  any  trade  or  busmess,  m  any  town 

si'ies  w'here^'      wifchiu  this  proviucc,  not  being  an  inhabitant  of  such  town,  the  assess- 

they  dwell.         Q^.g  of  such  towu  where  such  trade  and  business  shall  be  Carried  on  as 

aforesaid,  be  and  hereby  are  [e][?']mpowered  to  rate  and  assess  all 

such  merchants,  traders  and  factors,  their  goods  and  merchandize,  for 

carrying  on  such  trade  and  business,  and  exercising  their  faculty  in 

such  town,  pursuant  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  this  act :  provided, 

Selectmen  to       before  any  such  assessors  shall  rate  such  persons,  as  aforementioned, 

Sc'h'personB  the  Selectmen  of  the  ^own  where  such  trade  is  carried  on  shall  trans- 

before  they  are    mit  a  list  of  such  pcrsous   as  they  shall  judge  may  and  ought  to  be 

"*'"^'  rated,  within  the  mtent  of  this  act,  to  the  assessors  of  such  town  or 

district. 

[Sect.  9.]  And  the  constables  or  collectors  are  hereby  enjoined  to 
levy  and  collect  all  such  sums  committed  to  them,  and  assessed  on 
persons  who  are  not  of  this  province,  or  are  resident  in  other  tovms 
than  those  where  they  carry  on  their  trade,  and  pay  the  same. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  the  practice  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Boston  to  remove  to  some  other  town  in  this  province, 
and  there  reside  for  some  months,  to  avoid  paying  their  part  of  the 
taxes  in  the  town  of  Boston,  to  which  they  really  belong,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  said  town,  — 
Be  it  therefore  enacted, 
Inhabitants  of         [Sect.  lol]     That  whcu  any  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Boston  shall 
move'duTof '"'    rcmovc  to  any  other  town  in  this  province,  and  shall,  in  one  year  after, 
1.^1"  olr  t'ii'""'  I'emove  back  to  said  Boston,  and  shall  have  been  taxed  in  the  said 
th,'ir\ax'iuraid  towu,  shall  be  subject  to  pay  said  taxes,  in  like  manner  as  he  would 
'"'^""  have  been  had  he  not  have  removed  from  said  Boston  {saving  so  much 

as  he  shall  be  taxed  in  the  town  removed  to) ,  anything  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.     [_Passed  Jidy  15. 
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CHAPTER  2. 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING    UNTO  HIS    MAJESTY    SEVERAL   RATES  AND 
DUTIES    OF    IMPOST  AND  T[0]  [C/JNNAGE   OF    SHIPPING. 

We,  his  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  representa-  Preamble, 
tives  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England, 
being  desirous  of  lessening  the  public  debts,  have  chearfuUy  and 
unanimously  given  and  granted,  and  do  give  and  grant,  to  his  most 
excellent  majesty,  for  the  service  of  this  province,  as  they  shall  here- 
after apply  it,  the  several  duties  of  impost  upon  all  liquors,  wares, 
goods  and  merchandize  that  shall  be  imported  into  this  province,  and 
t[o][M]nnage  of  shipping  hereafter  mentioned;  and  pray  that  it  may 
be  enacted,  — 

And  be  it  accordingly  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives^ 

[Sect.  1.]     That  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  July,  one  thou-  From  Jniy  lo, 
sand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  to  the  tenth  day  of  July,  one  thou-  Jyyo]  [mpost  to** 
sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  and  until  the  end  of  the  then  next  ^^  p^^'^. 
session  of  the  general  court,  there  shall  be  paid  by  the  importers  of 
all  wines,  rum  and  other  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  that 
shall  be  imported  into  this  province  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof 
(except  what  is  by  this  act  hereafter  exempted) ,  the  several  duties  of 
impost  following  ;  viz.  '^'^,  — 

For  every  pipe  of  wine  of  every  sort,  five  shillings.  Rates  of  impost. 

For  every  hogshead  of  rum  containing  one  hundred  gallons,  eight 
shillings. 

For  every  hogshead  of  tobacco,  ten  shillings. 

And  for  all  other  commodities,  goods  or  merchandize  not  mentioned 
or  not  excepted,  fourpence  for  every  twenty  shillings'  value,  excepting 
such  goods  and  merchandize  the  produce  of  Great  Britain,  and  also 
foreign  goods  and  merchandize  imported  from  Great  Britain,  either 
directly,  or  through  the  channel  of  any  of  his  majesty's  colonies  :  pro- 
vided  such  foreign  goods  and  merchandize  have  paid  the  duties  re- 
quired by  act  of  parliament. 

[Sect.  2.]     And  for  any  of  the  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize that  shall  be  imported  into  this  province  by  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  other  provinces  or  colonies  on  this  continent,  or  of  the 
English  AVest-India  Islands,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  to  them  belonging,  po^  nquors, 
on  the  proper  account  of  any  of  the  said  inhabitants  of  said  prov-  goods,  &c.,  be- 

1.        I  tj  ■*■  loiiffitii'  to  in- 

inces,  colonies  or  islands,  there  shall  be  paid  by  the  importers  the  sev-  habitants  of 
eral  duties  of  impost  following  ;  viz.t'^,  —  other  provinces. 

For  every  pipe  of  wine  of  every  sort,  ten  shillings. 

For  every  hogshead  of  rum  containing  one  hundred  gallons,  sixteen 
shillings. 

For  every  hogshead  of  sugar,  eightpence. 

For  every  hogshead  of  molasses,  eightpence. 

For  every  hogshead  of  tobacco,  twenty  shillings. 

And  for  all  other  commodities,  goods  and  merchandize  not  men- 
tioned or  not  excepted,  eightpence  for  every  twenty  shillings'  value  : 
provided,  always,  that  everything  which  is  the  growth  or  produce  of  provieo. 
the  provinces  or  colonies  aforesaid  (tobacco  excepted) ,  and  all  pro- 
visions, salt,  cotton-wool,  bar  and  pig  iron,  mohogony,  brazilletto, 
black-walnut,  lignum-vitae,  red-cedar,  logwood,  hemp,  raw  skins  and 
hides,  and  also  all  prize  goods  brought  into  and  condemned  in  this 
province,  are  and  shall  be  exempted  from  every  the  rates  and  duties 
aforesaid. 
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[Chap.  2.] 


Masters  of  ves- 
eela  to  make  re- 
port within 
l'i>rty-eij?lit 
hours  after 
arrival,  and  de- 
liver a  niaiiifi'st 
to  the  comniig- 
sioner. 


To  forfeit,  in 
case  of  brealiing 
bullc. 


Invoice  to  he 
produced. 


Oath. 


Duties  to  he 
paid  before 
landing. 


And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  master  of  every  ship  or  vessel  coming  into 
this  province  from  any  other  pkxce,  shall,  within  forty-eight  hours 
after  his  arrival  in  any  port  or  harbour,  and  before  bullc  is  broken, 
make  report  and  deliver  a  manifest,  in  writing,  under  his  hand,  to  the 
commissioner  of  impost  that  is  or  shall  be  appointed  by  this  province, 
of  the  contents  [or]  [o/]  loading  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  therein  par- 
ticularly expressing  the  species,  kind  and  qualities  of  all  wines,  liquors, 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize  imported  in  any  such  ship  or  vessel, 
with  the  marks  and  numbers  thereof,  and  to  whom  the  same  are  con- 
signed ;  and  make  oath  before  the  commissioner  that  the  same  mani- 
fest contains  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  lading  taken  on  board 
and  imported  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  so  far  as  he  knows  or  believes  ; 
and  that,  if  he  knows  of  any  more  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize  laden  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  imported  therein, 
he  shall  forthwith  make  report  thereof  to  the  commissioner  aforesaid, 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  added  to  his  manifest. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  master  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  break 
bulk,  or  suffer  any  of  the  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  merclian- 
dize  imported  in  such  ship  or  vessel  to  be  unladen  before  report  and 
entry  thereof  be  made  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  5.]  That  all  merchants  and  other  persons,  being  owners  of 
any  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  imported  into  this 
province,  for  which  any  of  the  rates  or  duties  aforesaid  are  payable, 
or  having  the  same  consigned  to  them,  shall  make  entry  thereof  with 
the  commissioner  aforesaid,  and  produce  an  invoice  of  all  such  goods 
as  pay  ad  valorem,  and  make  oath  before  him  in  the  form  following  ; 
viz.w,  _ 

Yon,  A  B.,  do  swear  that  the  entry  of  goods  and  merchandize,  by  you  niadp, 
and  the  value  thereof  annexed,  is,  bona  fide,  according  to  your  best  skill  and 
judgment,  agi-e[e]ab]e  to  the  price  current  or  the  market  price  of  the  said 
goods.    So  help  you  God. 

—  which  oath  the  commissioner  or  receiver,  appointed  in  consequence 
of  this  act,  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  administer  ;  and  the 
owners  aforesaid  shall  pay  the  said  commissioner,  or  give  security  to 
pay,  the  duty  of  impost  by  this  act  required,  before  such  win[es*], 
liquors,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  be  landed  or  taken  out  of  the 
vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  be  imported. 

[Sect.  G.]  And  no  wines,  liquor[.s*],  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dize that  by  this  act  are  liable  to  pay  impost  or  duty,  shall  be  landed 
on  any  wharf  [c],  or  in  any  warehouse  or  other  place,  but  in  the  day- 
time only,  unless  in  the  presence  or  with  the  consent  of  the  commis- 
sioner or  receiver,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  all  such  wines,  liquors,  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize,  and  the  lighter,  boat  or  vessel  out  of  which 
the  same  shall  be  landed  or  put  into  any  warehouse  or  other  place ; 
excepting  only  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  merchandize, 
lighter,  boat  or  vessel  as  shall  appear  to  be  the  property  of  some  one 
or  more  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province. 

[Sect.  7.]  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  not  have  and  pro- 
duce an  invoice  of  the  quantities  of  rum  or  other  liquors  to  him  or 
thein  consigned,  then  the  cask  wherein  the  same  are,  shall  be  gauged 
at  the  charge  of  the  importer,  that  the  contents  thereof  may  be  known. 

*  Parchment  mutilated. 
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Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  8.]  That  the  said  commissioner  shall  be  and  hereby  is  Commipaioner 
allowed  to  give  credit  to  such  person  or  persons  whose  duty  of  im-  c||"iYt';'^ ''"  ^'^"^ 
post  in  one  vessel  shall  not  exceed  six  pounds  ;  which  credit  shall  be 
so  limited  as  that  he  shall  settle  and  bal[/]ance  his  acco[un]  [/»/)] ts 
with  every  person,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy,  that  the  said  accompts  may  be  pro- 
duced to  this  court  as  soon  as  may  be  after ;  and  for  all  entries  where 
the  impost  to  be  paid  doth  not  exceed  three  shillings,  the  said  com- 
missioner shall  not  demand  anything,  and  not  more  than  sixpence  for 
any  other  single  entry,  to  what  value  soever. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  9.]     That  the  importer  of  all  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  importer  by 
and  merchandize,  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  i'li'smaTi  vcsre'is, 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  until  the  tenth  day  of  July,  one  '<>  make  report, 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  and  until  the  end  of  the  then 
next  session  of  the  general  court,  by  land-carriage,  or  in  small  ves- 
sels or  boats,  shall,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  importation,  make 
report  and  deliver  a  manifest  thereof  to  the  commissioner  aforesaid 
or  his  deputy,  therein  particularly  expressing  the  species,  kind  and    • 
quantity  of  all  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  so 
imported,  with  the  marks  and  numbers  thereof,  when,  how  and   by 
whom  brought ;  and  shall  make  oath,  before  the  said  commissioner  or 
his  deputy,  to  the  truth  of  such  report  and  manifest,  and  shall  also 
pay  or  secure  to  be  paid  the  several  duties   aforesaid  by  this  act 
charged  and  chargeable  upon  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  before  the  same  are  landed,  housed,  or  put  into  any 
store  or  place  whatsoever,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Sect.  10.]  That  every  merchant  or  other  person  importing  any  Allowance  for 
wines  into  this  province,  shall  be  allowed  twelve  per  cent  for  ordinary  '^''*^*=''- 
leakage,  besides  extraordinary  :  provided  such  wines  shall  not  have 
been  filled  on  board  ;  and  that  every  hogshead,  butt  or  pipe  of  wine 
that  hath  two-thirds  thereof  leaked  out,  shall  be  accounted  for  outs, 
and  the  merchant  or  importer  shall  pay  no  duty  for  the  same.  And 
no  master  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  suffer  any  wines  to  be  filled  up 
on  board  without  giving  a  certificate  of  the  quantity  so  filled  up,  under 
his  hand,  before  the  landing  thereof,  to  the  commissioner  or  receiver 
of  impost  for  that  port,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds. 

[Sect.  11.]  And  if  it  may  be  made  to  appear  that  any  wines  im- 
ported in  any  ship  or  vessel  be  decayed  at  the  time  of  unloading 
thereof,  or  in  twenty  days  afterwards,  oath  being  made  before  the 
commissioner  or  receiver  that  the  same  hath  not  been  landed  above 
that  time,  the  duties  and  impost  paid  for  such  wines  shall  be  repaid 
unto  the  importer  thereof. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect,  12.]     That  the  master  of  every  ship  or  vessel  importing  any  Master  aiiowe.i 
liquors,  wines,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  not^oI["e'].e^'i'",','.'"* 
impost  for  such  and  so  much  thereof,  contained  in  his  manifest,  as  tiie  duty  not 
shall  not  be  duly  entered,  and  the  duty  paid  for  the  same  by  the  per-  *''^'  ' 
son  or  persons  to  whom  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dize are  or  shall  be  consigned.     And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  for 
the  master  of  every  ship  or  other  vessel,  to  secure  and  detain  in  his 
hands,  at  the  owner's  risque,  all  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize  imported  in  any  ship  or  vessel,  until  he  receives  a  cer- 
tificate, from  the  commissioner  or  receiver  (»f  impost,  tliat  the  duty  for 
the  same  is  paid,  and  until  he  be  paid  his  necessary  charges  in  secur- 
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[CiiAr.  2.] 


Master  liable  to 
be  Bucd. 


Ship,  &c.,  liable 
to  betaken  in 
execution. 


Navnl  officer 
not  to  clear 
vessels  till  im- 
post be  paid. 


Bills  of  store  to 
be  allowed. 


ing  the  same  ;  or  such  master  may  deliver  such  wines,  liquors,  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize  as  are  not  entered,  unto  the  commissioner  or 
receiver  of  impost  in  such  port,  or  his  order,  who  is  hereby  impow- 
ered  and  directed  to  receive  and  keep  the  same,  at  the  owner's  risque, 
until  the  impost  thereof,  with  the  charges,  be  paid  or  secured  to  be 
paid,  and  then  to  deliver  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandize as  such  master  shall  direct. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  13.]  That  the  commissioner  or  receiver  of  impost,  in  each 
port,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  impowered  to  sue  the  master  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  for  the  impost  or  duty  of  so  much  of  the  lading  of  any 
wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  imported  therein,  accord- 
ing to  the  manifest  to  be  by  him  given  upon  oath,  aforesaid,  as  shall 
remain  not  entered  and  the  duty  of  impost  therefor  not  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid.  And  where  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  are 
such  that  the  value  thereof  is  not  known,  whereby  the  impost  to  be 
recovered  of  the  master,  for  the  same,  cannot  be  ascertained,  the 
owner  or  person  to  whom  such  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  are  or 
shall  be  consigned,  shall  be  summoned  to  appear  as  an  evidence  at  the 
court  where  such  suit  for  the  impost  and  the  duty  thereof  shall  be 
brought,  and  be  there  required  to  make  oath  to  the  value  of  such 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[iSect.  14.]  That  the  ship  or  vessel,  with  her  tackle,  appar[r]el[l] 
and  furniture,  the  master  of  which  shall  make  default  in  anything  by 
this  act  required  to  be  performed  by  him,  shall  be  liable  to  answer 
and  make  good  the  sum  or  sums  forfeited  by  such  master,  according  to 
this  act,  for  any  such  default,  as  also  to  make  good  the  impost  or 
duty  for  all  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  not  entered 
as  aforesaid,  or  for  which  the  duty  of  impost  has  not  been  paid ;  and 
upon  judgment  recovered  against  such  master,  the  said  ship  or  vessel, 
with  so  much  of  th[e*]  tackle  or  appurtenances  thereof  as  shnll  be 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  judgment,  may  be  taken  by  execution  for 
the  same  ;  and  the  comm [/ssio^ie/*]  or  receiver  of  the  impost  is  herp- 
by  impowered  to  make  s[ie][ei]zure  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  and 
detain  the  same  under  seizure  until  judgm[e?i^  &e*]  given  in  any 
suit  to  be  commenced  and  prosecuted  for  any  of  the  said  forfeitures, 
or  for  the  duty  aforesaid  ;  to  the  intent  that,  if  judgment  be  rendered 
for  the  prosecutor  or  informer,  such  ship  or  vessel [1]  and  appurte- 
nances may  be  exposed  to  sale,  for  satisfaction  thereof,  as  is  before 
provided :  unless  the  owners,  or  some  on  their  behalf,  for  the  releasing 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  from  under  seizure  or  restraint,  shall  give  suffi- 
cient security  to  the  commissioner  or  receiver  of  impost  that  seized 
the  same,  to  respond  or  satisfy  the  sum  or  value  of  the  forfeitures 
and  duties,  with  the  charges,  that  shall  be  recovered  against  the 
master  thereof,  upon  such  suit  to  be  brought  for  the  same,  as  afore- 
said ;  and  the  master  occasioning  such  loss  or  damage  unto  the  own- 
ers, through  his  default  or  neglect,  shall  be  liable  unto  their  action  for 
the  same. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  15.]  That  the  naval  officer  within  any  of  the  ports  of  this 
province  shall  not  clear  or  give  passes  to  any  master  of  any  ship  or 
vessel,  outward  bound,  until  he  shall  be  certified,  by  the  commissioner 
or  receiver  of  impost,  that  the  duty  and  impost  for  the  goods  last 
imported  in  such  ship  or  vessel  are  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid. 

[Sect.  1G.]     And  the  commissioner  or  receiver  "of  impost  is  hereby 
impowered  to  allow  bills  of  store  to  the  master  of  any  ship  or  ves- 
*  FarchmeDt  mutilated. 
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sel[l]  importing  any  wines  or  liquors,  for  such  private  adventures  as 
shall  belong  to  the  master  or  seamen  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  commissioner  or  receiver,  not  exceeding  three  per 
cent  of  the  lading ;  and  the  duties  payable  by  this  act,  for  such  wines 
or  liquors,  in  such  bills  of  stores  mentioned  and  expressed,  shall  be 
abated. 

And  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  wines,  rum  or  other  distilled  Preamble. 
spirits  being  brought  into  this  province  from  the  neighbouring  govern- 
ments, by  laud,  or  in. small  boats  or  vessels,  or  any  other  way,  and 
also  to  prevent  wines,  rum  or  other  distilled  spirits  being  first  sent  out 
of  this  province,  and  afterwards  brought  into  the  government  again, 
to  defraud  the  government  of  the  duties  of  impost,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  17.]     That  the  commissioner  and  receiver  of  the  aforesaid  Commissioner 
duties  of  impost  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  impowered  and  enjoined  to,  ues'in  places''"' 
appoint  one  or  more  suitable  person  or  persons  as  his  deputy  or  depu-  ,1^'^''^"'"^'!; 
ties,  in  all  such  places  of  this  province  where  it  is  likely  that  wine,  be  bVougiit  om 
rum  or  other  distilled  spirits  will  be  brought  out  of  other  governments  nfe^'tg^''  s°^'^''"- 
into  this ;  which  officers  shall  have  power  to  seize  the  same,  unless    , 
the  owner  shall  make  it  appear  that  the  duty  of  impost  has  been  paid 
therefor  since  their  being  brought  into  or  relanded  in  this  govern- 
ment ;  and  such  officer  or  officers  are  impowered  also  to  search,  in  all 
suspected    places,  for   such    wines,    rum   or   other   distilled    spirits, 
brought  or  relanded  in  this  government,  where  the  duty  is  not  paid 
as  aforesaid,  and  to  seize  or  secure  the  same  for  the  ends  and  uses  as 
in  this  act  is  hereafter  provided. 

Andbe  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.    18.]      That  the  commissioner  or  his  deputies  shall  have  Commissionor 
power  to  administer  the  several  oaths  aforesaid,  and  search  in  all  sus-  powered^t" a"d- 
pected  places  for  all  such  wines,  rum,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  mer-  ^^tJ,'f  a''r,|^''j'(, 
chaudize  as  are  brought  into  this  province,  and  landed  contrary  to  search  and 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  to  seize  the  same  for  the  ^'•''^°' 
uses  hereinafter  mentioned. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  19.]  That  there  shall  be  paid,  by  the  master  of  every  ship  ^"j"""^ "^  *^^ 
or  other  vessel  coming  into  any  port  or  ports  of  this  province  to  trade  ^  "^P'"^* 
or  traffick,  whereof  all  the  owners  are  not  belonging  to  this  province 
(excepting  such  vessels  as 'belong  to  Great  Britain,  the  provinces  or 
colonies  of  Pen[?«]sylvania,  West  and  East  Jerseys,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Hampshu-e,  Rhode  Island  and  Nova  Scotia),  every 
voyage  such  ship  or  vessel  doth  make,  one  pound  of  good  pistol- 
powder  for  every  ton  such  ship  or  vessel  is  in  burthen  :  saving  for 
that  part  which  is  owned  in  Great  Britain,  this  province,  or  any  of  the 
governments  aforesaid,  which  are  hereby  exempted ;  to  be  paid  unto 
the  commissioner  or  receiver  of  the  duties  of  impost,  and  to  be  em- 
ployed for  the  ends  and  uses  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  20.]  And  the  said  commissioner  is  hereby  impowered  to  "^f^^'^*"!*® 
appoint  a  meet  and  suitable  person,  to  repair  unto  and  on  board  any  suspected'. 
ship  or  vessel,  to  take  the  exact  measure  and  t[o][?i]nnage  thereof, 
in  case  he  shall  suspect  the  register  of  such  ship  or  vessel  doth  not 
express  and  set  forth  the  full  burthen  of  the  same  ;  the  charge  thereof 
to  be  paid  by  the  owner  or  master  of  said  ship  or  vessel,  before  she 
shall  be  cleared,  in  case  she  appear  to  be  of  greater  burthen :  other- 
wise, to  be  paid  by  the  commissioner  out  of  the  money  received  by  him 
for  impost,  and  shall  be  allowed  him,  accordingly,  by  the  treasurer, 
in  his  accompts.  And  the  naval  officer  shall  not  clear  any  vessel 
until  he  be   certified,  also,  by  the   commissionei ,  that  the   duty  of 
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t[o][M] linage  for  the  same  is  paid,  or  that  it  is  such  a  vessel  for 
which  none  is  payable  according  to  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enqcled, 

[Sect.  21.]  That  when  and  so  often  as  any  wine  or  rum  imported 
into  this  province,  the  aforesaid  duty  of  impost  upon  which  shall 
have  been  paid  agre[e]able  to  this  act,  shall  be  reshipped  and  ex- 
ported from  this  government  to  any  other  part  of  the  world,  that  then 
and  in  every  such  case,  the  exporter  of  such  wines  or  rum  shall  make 
oath,  at  the  time  of  the  shipping,  before  the  receiver  of  impost  or  his 
deputy,  that  the  whole  of  the  wine  or  rum  so  shipped  has,  bona  fide ^ 
had  the  duty  of  impost  aforesaid  paid  on  the  same,  and  shall  after- 
wards produce  a  certificate,  from  some  officer  of  the  customs,  that  the 
same  has  been  landed  out  of  this  government,  —  or  the  master  of  the 
vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  be  exported  shall  make  oath,  before  the 
commissioner  or  his  deputy,  that  the  same  has  been  landed  and  left 
in  some  port  out  of  the  government,  and  the  exporter,  upon  i)roduc- 
ing  such  certificate,  or  upon  such  oath  of  the  master,  make  oath  that 
he  verily  believes  no  part  of  said  wiues  or  rum  has  been  relanded  in 
this  province,  —  such  exporter  sliall  be  allowed  a  drawback  from  the 
receiver  of  impost  as  follows  ;  viz."^'^,  — 

For  every  pipe  of  wine,  four  shillings. 

For  every  hogshead  of  rum,  seven  shillings. 

Provided^  alicays,  — 

[Sect.  22.]  That  if,  after  the  shipping  of  such  wines  or  rum,  to 
]>e  exported  as  aforesaid,  and  giving  security  as  aforesaid,  in  order  to 
olttain  the  drawback  aforesaid,  the  wines  or  rum  so  shipped  to  be 
exported,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  relanded  in  this  province,  or 
brought  into  the  same  from  any  other  province  or  colony,  that  then  all 
sucli  wine  or  rum  so  relanded  and  brought  again  into  this  province, 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  by  the  commissioner  aforesaid, 
or  his  deputy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  23.]  That  there  be  one  fit  person,  and  no  more,  nominated 
and  appointed  by  this  court,  as  a  commissioner  and  receiver  of  the 
aforesaid  duties  of  impost  and  t[o][r(]nnage  of  shipping,  and  for  the 
inspection,  'care  and  managemeut  of  the  said  office,  and  whatever 
relates  thereunto,  to  receive  commission  from  the  governor  or  com- 
mander-in-chief for  the  time  being,  with  authority  to  substitute  and 
appoint  a  deputy-receiver  in  each  port,  or  other  places  besides  that  in 
which  he  resides,  and  to  grant  warrants  to  such  deputy-receivers  for 
the  said  place,  and  to  collect  and  receive  the  impost  and  t[o][?<]n- 
nage  of  shipping,  as  aforesaid,  that  shall  become  due  witliin  such 
port,  and  to  render  the  account  tl]ereof,,and  to  pay  in  the  same,  to 
the  said  commissioner  and  receiver :  which  said  commissioner  and 
receiver  shall  keep  fair  books  of  all  entries  and  duties  arising  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act ;  also,  a  particular  account  of  every  vessel,  so  that  tlie 
duties  of  impost  and  t[o][?<]unage  arising  on  said  vessel  may  appear  ; 
and  the  same  to  be  open,  at  all  seasonable  times,  to  the  view  and  peru- 
sal of  the  treasurer  or  receiver-geueral  of  tliis  province  (or  any  otiier 
person  or  persons  whom  this  court  shall  appoint),  with  whom  lie  shall 
account  for  all  collections  and  payments,  and  pay  all  such  monies  as 
shall  be  in  his  hands,  as  the  treasurer  or  receiver-general  shall  demand 
it.  And  the  said  commissioner  or  receiver,  and  his  deputy  or  depu- 
ties, before  their  entering  into  execution  of  their  office  aforesaid, 
sliall  be  sworn  to  deal  truly  and  faithfully  therein,  and  shall  attend  in 
said  office  from  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  until  one  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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[Sect,  24.]  Aud  the  said  commissioner  or  receiver,  for  his 
hibo[u]r,  care  and  expences  in  the  said  office,  shall  have  and  receive, 
out  of  the  province  treasury,  at  the  rate  of  sixty  pounds  per  annum  ; 
and  his  deputy  or  deput[y][ie]s  shall  receive  for  their  services  such 
sums  as  the  commissioner  of  impost,  together  with  the  province  treas- 
urer, shall  judge  necessary  for  Avhatcver  suras  they  shall  receive  and 
pay ;  and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  ordered,  in  passing  and  receiving 
the  said  commissioner's  accounts,  accordingly,  to  allow  the  pajmient 
of  such  salary  or  salaries,  as  aforesaid,  to  himself  and  his  deputies. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Sect,  25.]  That  all  penalties,  fines  and  forfeitures,  accruing  or  ruspnsition  of 
arising  in  consequence  of  any  breach  of  this  act,  shall  be  one  half  to  ""  ^■''^""■■'^• 
his  majesty  for  the  use  of  this  province,  and  the  other  half  to  him  or 
them  that  shall  seize,  inform  and  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt, 
presentment  or  indict«nent  of  the  grand  jury,  in  any  of  his  majesty's 
courts  of  record,  wherein  no  essoign,  protection  or  wager  of  law 
shall  be  allowed :  the  whole  charge  of  the  prosecution  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  half  belonging  to  the  informer. 

And  be  U  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2G.]     That  from  and  after  the  commencement  of  this  act,  charges  of 
in  all  causes  wherein   any  claimant  shall  appear,  and  shall  not  make  how'toVe'lmid, 
good  the  claim,  the  charges  of  prosecution  shall  be  borne  and  paid  by 
the  said  claimer,  and  not  by  the  informer.     \^Passed  and  published 
Jidy  15. 


in  case. 


CHAPTER    3 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  ROBERT  PIERPO[/]NT  TO  COLLECT  THE  TAXES 
UNCOLLECTED  BY  SAMUEL  ADAMS,  LATE  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 
FOR  THE  TOWN   OF   BOSTON. 

Whereas  the  town  of  Boston,  at  their  meeting  in  March  last,  upon  Preamble, 
the  petition  of  Samuel  Adams,  late  a  collector  of  taxes,  upon  diverse 
reasons  by  him  given,  tho'[?/_'7/;]t  it  for  the  interest  of  the  town  to 
make  choice  of  Robert  Pierpo[;'Jut  to  receive,  as  a  collector,  the  tax- 
books  and  rate-bills,  with  proper  warrants,  and  to  collect  the  out- 
standing taxes,  within  the  district  or  ward  of  the  said  Samuel  Adams  ; 
but  as  the  person  thus  chosen  cannot  proceed  without  the  aid  of  an 
act  of  the  general  assembly,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

That  the  said  choice  be  confirmed,  and  the  same  is  hereby  confirmed  ;  RobertPier-. 
and  the  said  Robert  Pierpo[/]nt  is  enabled,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  |;"xra  wicoi-^''* 
to  collect  [the]  said  outstanding  taxes  uncollected  by  the  said  Samuel  ii^tea  by  Bam. 
Adams  :  and  that  the  said  Robert  Pierpo[«]nt  be  impowered  to  collect     '^''™''' 
the  same  ;  and  the  present  assessors  of  the  town  of  Boston  are  hereb}'^ 
impowered  and  directed  to  issue  their  warrant  or  warrants  to  the  said 
Robert  Pierpo[/]nt,  requiring  him  to  collect  what  remains  uncollected 
of  tlie  several  taxes  heretofore  committed  to  the  said  Samuel  Adams 
to  collect  by  force  of  any  warrants,  to  liim  directed  by  former  assess- 
ors, for  that  purpose.     \_Passed  and  published  July  15. 
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CHAPTER    4. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND    CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE 
EXPIRED    AND   NEAR  EXPIRING. 

Acts  revived  for  "WiTEREAS  the  Several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  whicli  are  now 
rhok'v'h/'aiui  Gxpircd  [and]  [o?-]  near  expiring,  have  been  found  useful  and  beneficial ; 
coiii'cting taxes,  \'v/P^.^  one  act  made  in  the  first  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign, 
1761-62,  chap.  16.  iutitlcd  "An  Act  providing  for  the  levying  and  collecting  of  taxes  in 
—for allowing  plantations  that  are  not  incorporated;"  two  acts  made  in  the  fifth 
pik'sTothe'^ast-  J'^''^'^'  ^f  the  Said  reign  ;  one,  intitled  ''An  Act  for  allowing  necessary 
erii  Indiana, .Sec. :  snpplys  to  the  casterii  Indians,  and  for  regulating  trade  witli  thein 
ii(4-    ,c  ap.    .  ^^^^1  pi-eventing  abuses  therein  ;"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  cstab- 

— Xor  ostanlisn-  i  o  '  ' 

ingtiieftes  of  lishiug  and  regulating  the  fees  of  the  several  officers  within  this  prov- 
Uu-^Bevoiai  ofli-  ^^^^^  .  „  ^^^  ^^^^  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  said  reign  ;  one,  in- 
1704-65,  chap.  26.  titled  "An  Act  to  prevent  frauds  by  the  adulteration  of  potash  and 
fVuldrbTthe'"^  pcarlash  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws 
a.iuitcrution  of  already  made  relating  to  the  removal  of  poor  persons  out  of  the  towns 
i767".68' ciiap.  10.  whcrcof  they  are  not  inhabitants,"  — 

—relating  to  the  Beit  therefore  enttctecl  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rej)- 
removai  of  poor  reseutatives, 

persons.  ' 

1766-67, chap.  17.  That  such  of  the  before-nicntioued  acts  as  are  expired,  be  revived, 
and  sucli  of  said  acts  as  are  not  yet  expired,  be  continued,  with  all 
and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  contained,  and 
shall  be  in  force  until  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy.     [^Passed  and  published  July  15. 


CHAPTER    5. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SUPPLYING  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  EIGHTY- 
EIGHT  THOUSAND  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-EIGHT  POUNDS,  TO  BE 
THENCE  ISSUED  FOR  DISCHARGING  THE  PUBLIC  DEBTS,  AND  DRAW- 
ING THE  SAME  INTO  THE  TREASURY  AGAIN. 

Preamble.  "Whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  support  the  faith  and  credit  of 

the  government,  that  provision  be  made  by  the  general  court  for  dis- 
charging the  debts  that  will  become  due  in  June,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy ;  also  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  comi)leat  the 
payments  of  the  receipts  or  obligations  by  him  given  in  behalf  of  the 
province,  that  will  become  due  the  present  year,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council   and  House  of  Ecpresentafives^ 

Treasuier  im-         [Sect.  1.]     That  the  treasurer  of  the  proviucc  be,  and  he  herel)y  is, 

low  £88  150 ''""^  impowered  and  directed  to  borrow,  from  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  be  willing  to  lend  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  have 
occasion  for  the  money,  a  sum  not  exceeding  eighty-eight  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds,  in  mill'd  dollars  at  six  shillings 
each,  or  in  the  several  species  of  coined  silver  and  gold  enumei-ated 
in  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  late  mnj- 

nw-.w,  ehap.  19.  esty  King  George  the  Second,  intitled  "An  Act  for  ascertaining  the 
rates  at  which  coined  silver  and  gold,  English  halfpence  and  farthings, 
may  pass  within  the  government ;"  and  the  sum  so  borrowed  shall  be 
applied  in  manner  as  in  this  act  is  hereafter  directed  ;  and  for  the 
^aid  sum,  the  treasurer  shall  give  his  receipt  or  obligation  in  the  form 
following :  — 
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Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  clay  of  ,A.D.        , 

Borrowed  and  received  of  ,  the  sum  of  ,  for  the 

use  and  service  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and,  in  behalf 
of  said  province,  I  do  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors 
in  the  office  of  treasurer,  to  repay  the  said  or  to  his  order,  the 

rtwentieth]  [26>//t]  day  of  June,  A.  D.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-one,  the  aforesaid  sum   of  ,in  Spanish  mill'd  dolhirs 

at  six  shillings  each,  or  in  the  several  species  of  coined  silver  and  gold 
enumerated  in  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his 
late  majesty  King  George  the  Second,  intil[«]led  "An  Act  for  ascertain- 
ing the  rates  at  which  coined  silver  and  gold,  English  halfpence  and  farth- 
ings, may-  pass  within  the  government,"  and  according  to  the  rates  therein 
mentioned,  with  interest,  annually,  at  five  per  cent. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A.  B.,  ^ 

C.  D.,  >  Committee. 
E.  F.,S 
— and  no  receipt  shall  be  given  for  less  than  six  pounds. 

[Sect.  2.]    And  the  treasurer,  in  issuing  said  receipts  or  obligations,  Regulation  of 
and  tlie  committee  chosen  to  countersign  them,  shall  observe  and  be  ma.in'JT'of'islu- 
governed  by  the  rules  and  directions   given  them  by  an  act  of  this  ing  Hi'^  'was. 
province,  made  in  the  second  year  of  his   present   majesty's  reign, 
intit[w]led  "  An  Act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  twenty-five  i76i-62,ciiap.23. 
thousand  pounds." 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  Appropriation*, 
fifty-eight  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  eighty-eight  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds,  when  received  into  the  treasury, 
shall  be  issued  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  following ;  that  is 
to  say,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds,  shall  be 
applied  for  the  payment  of  the  expences  of  the  several  forts  and  gar- 
risons within  this  province  ;  and  the  further  sura  of  four  hundred 
pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  pounds,  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchasing  provisions 
and  the  commissary's  disbursments  for  the  several  forts  and  gar- 
risons within  this  province  ;  and  the  further  sum  of  six  thousand 
pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  the  grants 
made  or  to  be  made  by  this  court ;  and  the  further  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand poundl,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  discharge  of 
debts  owing  from  this  province  to  persons  that  have  served  and  shall 
serve  them,  by  order  of  this  court,  in  such  matters  and  things  where 
there  is  no  establishment  nor  any  certain  sum  assigned  them  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  writing,  printing  and  paper  for  this  court,  and 
repairs  of  the  province^house,  court-house,  lighthouse,  wood  at 
Castle  AVilliam,  and  repairs  of  fortifications  within  this  province  ;  and 
the  further  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  part  of  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  his  majesty's  council  and 
the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  serving  in  the  great 
and  general  court  during  the  several  sessions  of  the  last  and  present 
year  ;  and  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds,  part 
of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  the  bounty  upon  wheat 
and  flour ;  and  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  being  the  re- 
mainder of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
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fifty-eight  pounds,  sliall  be  applied  to  pay  such  contingent  and  unfore- 
seen charges  as  may  arise,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Trcasiiierto  [Skct.  4,]     That  the  treasurer  pay  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen 

'!%ai^n"[hc!;u°d  thousaud  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds  out  of  such  ai)propria- 
by  warrant.        tious  as  shall  be  directed  by  warrant,  and  no  other. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 
£75,000  for  re-         [Sect.  5.]     That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousaud  pounds,  being 
goveni'mc"/       thc  rcmaiudcr  of  the  sum  ordered  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  when 
bfcuriiies.  rcccived  into  the  treasur}^  be  applied  by  the  treasurer  for  the  .redemp- 

tion of  government  securities  that  will  become  due  the  twentieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy. 

And  in  order  to  draw  said  money  into  the  treasury  again,  and 
enable  the  treasurer  effectually  to  discharge  the  receipts  and  obliga- 
tions (with  the  interest  that  may  be  due  thereon)  by  him  given  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  — 
Be  it  enacted, 
TaxRrantidof        [Sect.  C]     That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  his  most  ex- 
iiid'on  01- bi;-     cclleut  majcsty  a  tax  of  ninety-two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  to 
fore  31st  March,  be  Icvicd  ou  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  this  prov- 
^'^^'  ince,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportions  on  the  several 

towns,  districts,  parishes  and  other  places  within  this  province,  as 
shall  be  agreed  on  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at 
their  sessions  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  and 
to  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of 
March,  A.[nno]  U.[omini]  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
one. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 
General  court  [Sect.  7.]  That  if  the  general  court,  at  their  sessions  in  May,  one 
snni''in"iT7ol  or'''  thousand  scvcu  huudrcd  and  seventy,  and  sometime  before  the  twen- 
odierwisc  be  ticth  day  of  Juue  in  said  year,  shall  not  agree  and  conclude  upon  an 
prcct'ding  lax  act  apportioning  the  sums  which  by  this  act  are  engaged  to  be  paid  in 
"'^'-  said  year,  apportioned,  assessed,  and  levied,  then  and  in  such  case 

each  town,  district,  parish  and  other  place  within  this  province  shall 
l)ay,  by  a  tax  to  be  levied  on  the^  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  per- 
sonal, within  their  limits,  the  same  proportion  of  said  sum  as  the  said 
towns,  districts,  parishes  and  other  places  were  taxed  by  the  general 
court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  prece[ejding. 
TreaBiirer  em-  [Sect.  8.]  And  the  proviucc  treasurer  is  hereby  tulfy  [i][e]m- 
birwarnints'*"'^  powcrcd  and  directed,  sometime  in  the  month  of  June,  in  the  same 
accordingly.  year,  ouc  thousaud  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  to  issue  and  send 
forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  assessors  or  selectmen  of  each  town 
and  district  within  this  province,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls, 
and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  tlieir  several  towns  and  dis- 
tricts, for  their  respective  parts  and  propoi'tions  of  the  sums  before 
directed  and  agreed  to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  or 
before  the  last  mentioned  time  ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  persons 
assessed,  shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  riiK's 
and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  prece[ejding 
tax  act.     [^Passed  and  indjlished  July  15. 
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CIIAPTEK  6. 

AN  ACT  TO  niEVENT  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  ALEWIVES  AND  OTHER 
FISH  IN  IPSWICH  RIVER,  AND  TO  ENCOURAGE  THE  ENCREASE  OF 
THE   SAME. 

WiiKREAS,  heretofore,  great  variety  of  fish,  particularly  salmon,  bass,  Preamble, 
shad  and  alewives,  used  to  pass  up  Ipswich  River,  so  called,  to  cast  1164-65, ciiap. 34. 
their  spawn  in  the  natural  ponds  emptying  into  the  same,  but,  for  a    '  ^    '^  ''^^""'' 
long  time  past,  the  passage  of  the  said  fish  up  the  said  river,  by  mill- 
dams  across  the  said  river  and  its  branches,  has  been  almost  totally 
obstructed,  to  the  great  damage  and  distress  of  the  inhabitants,  es- 
pecially the  poor,  of  divers  towns  in  the  count[ies][?/]  of  Essex  arid 
JNIiddlesex    thro'    which    the    said  river    and    its    branches   run,    as 
Avcll  as  to  the  prejudice  of  the  cod-fisher}^  on  the  coasts  of  the  prov- 
ince ;  and  ivhereas  the  laws  now  in  force  relating  to  opening  and  keep- 
ing open  passages  for  fish  in  rivers  and  streams  within  this  province 
are  by  experience  found  to  be  ineffectual  for  opening  a  sufficient  i)as- 
sage  for  the  said  fish  up  the  river  aforesaid,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Governor,  Council   and  House  of  Rep- 
resentotives,  in  General  Court  assembled, 

[8kct.  l.J     That  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of  the  dam  across  Piopnotors  of 
Ipswich  River,  commonly  called  Warner's  Milldani,  and  also  the  pro-  dmn  to'^i'iiake ' 
prietor  or  proprietors  of  the  dam  at  Farley's  Mills,  so  called,  be,  and  ■"'{','^;';'' "I'l"  ■'' 
they  [are]  hereby  [are],  requu-ed,  henceforward,  at  their  own  cost  and  iish!''*''^ 
charge,  in  proportion  to  their  several  interests,  to  make  and  keep  open 
a  passage  for  the  fish  thro'  their  respective  dams,  from  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  April  to  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  annually  ;  and  that 
the  said  passage  be  made  within  four  feet  of  the  northerly  end  of  each 
of  [the]  said  dams,  six  feet  wide,  to  extend  from  the  top  of  the  said 
dam  and  as  low  as  the  mudsills  of  the  same,  and  that  during  the  said 
time  the  bottom  of  the  said  passage  be.  covered  with  flat  stones,  or 
gravel,  in  such  a  manner  as  that  the  bottom  be  not  raised  higher  than 
the  sills,  — 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  proprietor   or   proprietors  of   the  floom   at  riopriftors  of 
C'hoat[e]'s  Mills,  so  called,  in  said  town,  be,  and  they  [are]  hereby  cimau^'^Miiis 
farel  required,  henceforward,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  annually,  to  rcquimi  toUcn-p 
keep  open    a  passage   six  feet  wide,  thro'   the   said    floom,    in    the  intiiup:.nieni';in- 
same  manner  as  the  proprietors  of  AVarner's  and  Farley's  Mills  are  "J^",  i^rU'v'-",^''' 
hereinbefore  required  and  enjoined,  where  the  waste-gate  now  is,  on  on  penalty.  ' 
j)aiu  that  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of  either  of  the  aforesaid  mills 
neglecting  to  observe  the  directions  of  this  act  in  any  of  the  instances 
before  mentioned,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  to  be  recov- 
ered of  them,  or  either  of  them,  by  action  of  debt  in  any  of  his  innjes- 
ty's  courts  of  record,  in  the  county  where  the  offence  shall  be  connnit- 
ted,  to  be  disposed  of  as  follaws  ;  viz"^'^.,  one  moiety  to  him  who  shall 
sue  for  the  same,  the  other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the  town  where  the 
offence  shall  be  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  [</ie]  sluices  or  passages  thro'  or  by  all  other  mill-  siuices  or  pas- 
dams  now  erected  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  erected  upon  the  said  op*[.'„* '"  ^^  ^^'^"' 
river,  or  upon  any  stream  or  streams  running  from  any  natural  pond 
into  the  same,  provided  the  said  milldam  be  below  the  same  ponds, 
shall  be  open,  and  kept  open,  according  as  is  already  directed  by  the 
laws  of  the  province  now  in  force  ;  and  that  the  proprietor  or  proprie- 
tors of   such  milldam [s]   shall  make,  maintain  and  keep  open  said 
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sluices  or  passages,  at  their  own  cost  and  charge,  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  heretofore  in  this  act  provided  with  regard  to  the  passages  thro' 
Warner's  and  Farley's  milldam[s],  and  under  the  same  penalty  for 
every  neglect,  to  be  recovered  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Penalty  for  [Sect.  4.]     That  cvcry  person  who  shall,  after  the  fifteenth  day  of 

L^'certain'^timef'^  April  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy,  presume  to  take  fish  of  any  kind  in  said  river  or 
its  branches,  or  any  of  the  ponds  emptying  themselves  into  it,  with 
scans  or  drag-n[i][e]ts  of  any  kind,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such 
offence  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  any  of  his  majesty's 
courts  of  record  in  the  county  of  Essex ;  one  moiety  to  him  who  shall 
sue  for  the  same,  the  other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the  town  where  the 
offence  shall  be  committed. 

And  ivhereas  it  has  been  found  by  experience  that  sawdust  floating 
in  streams  where  fish  pass  does  much  obstruct  their  passage,  — 
Be  it  further  enacted, 
Saw.miiisnot          [Sect.  5.]     That,  during  the  time  in  which  passages  for  the  fish  are 
BucTurae'as'the  by  this  act  Ordered  to  be  kept  open,  none  of  the  saw-mills  on  the  said 
passages  are       rivcr,  or  any  of  the  streams  running  from  natural  ponds  into  the  same, 
ou  peiiaity!^      '  shall  be  suffered  to  go  for  the  cutting  [of]   any  wood  or  timber  in  the 
same,  upon  pain  that  every  person  who  shall  saw  any  Avood  or  timber 
in  any  of  the  said  saw-mills  during  the  time  aforesaid,  shall  for  every 
such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  to  be  recovered 
to  his  own  proper  use  by  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  in 
any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  record  proper  to  try  the  same. 
Continuation.  [Sect.  G.]     This  act  to  coutiuuc  and  be  in  force  until  the  fifteenth 

day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  no 
longer.     \^Passed  and  published  July  15. 


CHAPTER    7. 

AN  ACT  TO  IMPOWER  THE  EAST  PRECINCT  IN  SALEM,  WHERE  THE 
REV.C"]  MR.  JAMES  DIMAN  NOW  OFFICIATES,  TO  RAISE  MONEY  FOR 
DEFREYING  MINISTERIAL  AND  OTHER  NECESSARY  CHARGES  OF 
SAID  PRECINCT. 

Preamble.  Whereas  it  is  found  inconvcuient  to  raise  money  for  defreying  min- 

isterial and  other  charges  in  the  east  precinct  in  Salem,  by  an  assess- 
ment or  tax  on  polls  and  estates  in  said  precinct,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 
Frpciiokiersof  [Sect.  1.]  That  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  [in]  [o/"] 
dMcUnfpowered  ^hc  Said  cast  prcciuct  in  Salem,  legally  qualified  to  vote  in  precinct 
"c'*^8^&'  '"*  °"  ^^^^^'^'  ^^'  ^^^  *^*2y  ^^'6  hereby, authorized  and  impowered,  at  any  meet- 
pi^wfl,    c.  .j^g  ^^  g^.^^  precinct  duly  called  and  warned  for  that  purpose,  annually, 

in  March,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  to  grant  a  tax  or  assess- 
ment not  exceeding  fifty  pounds,  on  such  of  the  pews  and  other  seats 
in  said  meeting-house  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable  ;  and  such  inhabi- 
tants are  hereby  impowered,  from  time  to  time,  to  determine  in  what 
proportion  the  owners  or  occupants  of  such  pews  or  seats  sliall  pav 
towards  the  sum  that  may  be  granted  as  aforesaid,  and  the  time  and 
manner  of  payment ;  and  the'  said  parish,  at  any  such  meeting  as 
aforesaid,  may  appoint  a  collector  or  collectors  to^collect  the  sum  so 
agreed  to  be  raised,  wlio  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  trust,  and  shall  pay  and  deliver  the  money  which  he  or  they'^shall 
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collect,  to  the  treasurei'  of  said  precinct,  to  be  applied  from  time  to 
time,  as  said  precinct  shall  order,  for  defreying  the  ministerial  and 
other  charges  of  said  precinct ;  and  in  case  any  proprietor  or  occupant 
of  any  such  pew  or  seat  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  sum  assessed  thereon, 
for  two  years,  having  due  notice  thereof  from  the  collector  for  the 
time  being,  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  and  the 
committee  of  said  precinct  for  the  time  being  are  hereby  impowered, 
to  sell  the  said  pew  or  seat  of  such  delinquent  for  the  most  it  will  fetch, 
at  public  sale,  to  be  adverti[zj[s]ed  at  least  fifteen  days  before  said 
sale,  and,  after  paying  the  tax  then  due  on  said  pew  or  seat,  with  the 
charge  of  said  sale,  the  remainder,  if  any,  shall  be  returned  to  the 
owner.  ^ 

[Sect.  2.]     This  act  to  be  in  force  for  three  years  from  the  first  Contiuuance. 
day  of  August  next.     [Passed  and  published  July  15. 

5 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, ON  THE  Fifteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D. 

1770.  

CHAPTER   8. 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  THE  SUM  OF  FIVE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY 
POUNDS  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  LIEUTENANT- 
GOVERNOR. 

Be   it   enacted   by  the   Lieutenant- Guvernor,  Cuxincil   and  House  of 
Rep  rese  ri  tali  oes , 
Giant  of  £500         Tluit  tliG  suiii  of  fivG   huiidrocl  uud  fifty  pounds  be  and  hereby   is 
!n'i8nn'eit'"-B    gi'^utcd  unto  his  most  excellent  mnjesty,  to  l)e  paid  out  of  the  public 
icuTgovcnior!    treasury    to   the    Honorable   Thomas  Hutchinson,  Esq.,  lieutenant- 
governor  and  commander-in-chief  in  and  over  his  majesty's  province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  to  recompence  his  past 
services,  and  further  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  govern- 
ment.     [/I|7;v7  25,  1770. 


fo 


CHAPTER   9. 

AN  ACT  FOR  EFFECTUALLY  PREVENTING  THE  CURRENCY  OF  THE 
BILLS  OF  CREDIT  OF  CONNECTICUT,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  AND  RHODE 
ISLAND,  WITHIN   THIS  PROVINCE. 

rnnn.bk'.  WiiKiiEAS  bllls  of  Credit  still  continue  current  within  the  govern- 

m6-c7,  ci.ap.  me„|^g  of  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island,  and  it  is 
of  great  importance  to  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province, 
and  to  the  interest  of  such  of  his  majesty's  subjects  in  Great  Britain 
and  elsewhere,  as  have  trade  and  commerce  here,  that  the  currency 
of  said  bills  should  be  effectually  prevented  throughout  this  govern- 
ment, — 

lie  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Lientevant-Gorernor,  Council  and  House 

o f  Riprest  ntnli) ^es , 

i;iiiH,,fniiMT  [Skct.   L]     That  every  person  within  this  province  be    and  hereby 

*''mi",ii!"!'!i'"'       '*^  strictly  forbidden  to  account,  receive,  take  or  pay  any  bill  or  bills 

o'tVi)'ciI!iity  of      of  credit  of  either  of  the  governments  of  Connecticut,  New  Hamp- 

^''"-  shire  or  Rhode  Island,  in  discharge  of  any  contract  or  bargain,  or  for 

any  valuable  consideration  whatsoever  ;  and  that  every  person  who 

shall  so  account,  receive,  take  or  pay  any  of  the  said  bills  Avithin  this 

province,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  lifty  pounds  for  every  oft'ence  ;  one 

moiety  thereof  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  to  and  for 
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the  use  of  this  government,  the  other  moiety  to  him  or  them  that 
shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  to  be  recovered,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by 
action  of  debt,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  record  within  this 
province,  or  by  presentment  of  the  grand  jury. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  which  Persons  chosen 
will  be  in  the   year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven   hundred   and  }"k° "^^oath" 
seventy,  every  person  who  shall  be  chosen  to  serve  in  any  office  in  withancxci,- 
any  of   the   towns  or  districts,  or   precincts   of   this   province,  such 
officers  *    excepted  to  the  refusal  of   which  any  penalty  is,  by  law, 
annexed,  shall,  before  his  entrance  upon  such  office,  take  the  folloAving 
oath,  to  be  administred  to  him  b}'  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or,  where 
no  justice  of  the  peace  shall  be  present,  by  the  town,  district  or  pre- 
cinct clerk,  who  is  hereby  impowered  to  administer  the  same ;  viz.,  — 

You,  A.  B.,  do,  in  the  presence  of  God,  solemnly  declare  that  you  have  pomi  of  the 
not,  since  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  oath. 
wittino;ly  and  willingly,  directly  or  indirectly,  either  by  yourself  or  any  for 
or  under  you,  been  concerned  in  receiving  or  paying,  within  this  govern- 
ment, any  bill  or  bills  of  credit  of  either  of  the  governments  of  Connecticut, 
New  Hampshire  or  Rhode  Island.     So  help  you  God. 

[Sect.  3.]     And  where  any  person,  chosen  and  not  exempted  as  other  officers 
aforesaid,   shall  refuse   or  neglect  to   take   the   oath   aforesaid,  on  v  ^"  "^''^V"^""* 

T       .  ,1  ji         i  T    i     •    J  •        J        1      11  1  in  case  or  ucj;- 

tendermg  the  same,  the  town,  district  or  precinct  shall  proceed  to  lect  or  refusal, 
the  choice  of  another  person  in  his  room. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Sect.  4.]     That  when  any  person  shall  be   chosen  to  represent  Persons  choFcn 
any  town  within  this  province,  in  the  s:eneral  court  or  assembly,  such  >-i'i'rt'8«ntative8 

1  1      11     ,     1         /i  1         /.  •!  1  ,      11  ,        10  tiike  theoath. 

person  so  chosen  shall  take  the  oath  aforesaid  ;  and  return  shall  bt; 
made  by  the  selectmen,  upon  the  back  of  the  precept,  that  the  person 
so  chosen  hath  taken  the  oath  aforesaid  ;  and  if  any  person  so  chosen 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  take  the  oath  aforesaid,  such  refusal  or 
neglect  shall  be  deemed  a  refusal  to  serve  as  a  representative,  and 
the  town  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of  another  person  in  his  room. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  oath  aforesaid  shall  be  administred  to  each  nis majesty's 
of  the  members  of  his  majesty's  council  every  year,  at  the  same  time  l\^^^"^2lh'^  ^'^^'^ 
when  the  usual  oaths  required  to  be  taken  by  the  said  members  of  his 
majesty's  council  shall  be  administred ;  and  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  within  this  government,  who  shall  hereafter  be  nominated  or 
appointed,  shall,  before  they  act  by  virtue  of  their  respective  appoint- 
ments or  commissions,  take  the  oath  aforesaid,  or  otherwise  all  acts 
done  in  virtue  of  their  respective  commissions  shall  be  void  ;  and 
all  persons  elected  into  any  office  by  the  general  assembly  shall  be 
deemed  not  qualified  to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective 
offices,  until  they  have  taken  the  oath  aforesaid. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  no  execution  shall  be  issued  from  the  office  of  The  saia  oath 
any  clerk  of  any  of   the   inferiour  courts   of   common  pleas,  or  of  i"eui',I^'"xecu-"" 
the  superiour  court  of  judicature,  for  any  sum  whatever,  unless  the  tionsonjudg- 
plaintiff,  or  in  case  of  joint  plaintiffs,  one  of  them,  sueing  in  his  .or 
their  own  right  and  dwelling    within   this   province    (except   bodies 
corporated) ,  shall  first  take  the  oath  aforesaid,  to  be  administred  by 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  from  which  such 
execution  shall  issue  ;   and  certificate  thereof  shall  be  made  on  such 
execution ;    and   if   any  execution    shall    issue   or  go   forth   without 
such  certificate,  the  same  shall  be  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  void, 
excepting  as  is  hereinafter  provided :  provided,  nevertheless.,  that  no 

•  Offices? 
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— and  upon  tak- 
ing out  licenses. 


Clerk's  fee. 


Preamble. 


I'roviso  with 
rt'garii  to  execu- 
tions where  per- 
sons are  absent 
or  remote. 


Certificate 
thereof  to  be 
deliveroil  to 
the  clerk. 


Limitatidn. 


person  taking  out  an  alias  execution,  shall  be  required  to  take  said 
oath ;  and  no  licence  shall  be  granted  to,  nor  any  recognizance 
taken  from,  any  taverner,  iunholder  or  retailer,  by  the  justices  of  any 
of  the  courts  of  session  within  this  province  until  such  taverner, 
innholder  or  retailer  shall  have  taken  said  oath  in  presence  of  the 
court,  or  certificate  of  his  having  so  done,  from  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
shall  be  presented  to  the  court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Skct.  7.]  That  for  every  oath  iidministred  as  aforesaid  by  the 
clerk  of  any  court,  he  shall  be  allowed  threepence,  and  for  every 
certificate  by  him  signed  as  aforesaid,  threepence,  and  no  more  ;  and 
the  cost  and  charge  of  such  oath  and  certificate  shall  be  added  to  the 
sum  in  the  execution  required  to  be  levied  accordingly. 

And  ivhereas  it  frequently  happens  that  persons  who  have  obtained 
judgments,  and  are  absent  out  of  this  province,  or  employed  in  his 
majesty's  service  in  such  parts  of  it  as  are  very  remote  from  the 
places  where  such  judgments  are  entered,  and  so  cannot  take  the 
oath  by  law  appointed  to  be  taken  before  executions  are  issued ; 
wherefore,  for  remedy  of  these  inconveniencies,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  when  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  absent  from 
this  province,  or  employed  in  his  majesty's  service  in  such  parts 
thereof  as  are  very  remote  from  the  courts  or  places  where  they 
recover  judgments,  in  all  such  cases  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  clerks 
of  the  superiour  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal 
delivery,  and  of  the  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas,  or  other  courts 
of  law,  to  issue  writs  of  execution,  when  applied  for,  upon  judg- 
ments recovered  by  such  person  or  persons  as  are  before  mentioned, 
notwithstanding  he  or  they  have  not  taken  the  oath  appointed  by  this 
act  to  be  taken  :  provided^  nevertheless^  that  before  executions  are 
issued,  as  aforesaid,  a  certificate  in  writing,  under  the  hand  of  any 
justice  of  the  peace  for  any  county  in  the  province,  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  clerk  who  issues  the  execution,  setting  forth  that,  at  the  date 
of  such  certificate,  the  person  or  persons  on  whose  behalf  execution 
is  applied  for,  is  then  out  of  the  province,  or  employed  in  his  majesty's 
service  as  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  9.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  thirtieth 
day  of  April,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-three.     \_Passed  April  2G,  1770. 


CHAPTER   10. 

AN  ACT  FOR  IMPOWERING  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  ESTATES  OF 
CONCEALED  AND  ABSCONDING  DEBTORS,  AND  ALL  OTHERS  CON- 
CERNED, TO  COMPLEAT  THE  BUSINESS  ASSIGNED  THEM  BY  AN 
ACT  MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE  FIFTH  YEAR  OF  HIS  PRESENT 
MAJESTY'S  REIGN,  INTITULED  "AN  ACT  FOR  PREVENTING  FRAUD 
IN  DEBTORS,  AND  FOR  SECURING  THE  EFFECTS  OF  INSOLVENT 
DEBTORS  FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  THEIR  CREDITORS,"  AND  BY  ONE 
OTHER  ACT  MADE   IN  ADDITION  THERETO   IN  THE   SAME  YEAR. 


Preamble. 
1764-65,  chiip.  35. 

17G5  6t5,  chap.  2. 


WiiEitEAS  an  act  of  this  province  was  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  his 
present  majesty's  reign,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  pvcventiug  fraud  in 
debtors,  and  for  securing  the  effects  of  insolvent  debtors  for  the 
benefit  of  their  creditors,"  and  another  act  was  made  in  addition 
thereto  in  the  same  year ;  and  whereas,  within  the  time  that  the  said 
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acts  were  in  force,  sundry  concealed  and  absconding  debtors,  by 
virtue  thereof,  had  their  goods,  chatt[el][Ze]8  and  estates  attached 
and  seized,  and  committed  into  the  hands  of  trustees  to  be  disposed 
of  by  them  according  to  the  direction  of  said  acts,  who,  by  reason 
that  the  same  acts  expired  before  the  expiration  of  the  eighteen 
months  therein  set  and  limited  for  the  making  of  a  dividend  of  such 
debtors'  goods  and  effects,  could  never  take  the  benefit  of  said  acts, 
nor  obtain  theu'  discharge  according  to  the  provision  and  intent 
thereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

That  all  such  persons  whose  goods,  chatt[el][/e]s  or  estate  were  Trustepsem. 
taken,  attached  or  seized,  or  committed  into  the   hands  of  trustees  Complete  their 
according  to  said  acts,  and  who  could  not  obtain  their  discharge  for  doi"g8- 
the  reason  aforesaid,  shall  now  be  proceeded  with  according  to  the 
direction  of  [the]  said  acts,  notwithstanding  the  same  are  expired ; 
and  said  trustees  and  all  others  are  hereby  impowered  and  directed 
to  do  and  transact  all  matters  relating   to    such   debtors    and   their 
estates  as  they  might  have  done  and  transacted  while  the  same  acts 
were  in  force,  and  all  such  doings  and  transactions   shall  have  the 
same  force  and  effect,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  they  would  have 
had  before  the  expiration  of  said  acts.     \_Passed  April  26,  1770. 


CHAPTER   11. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONFIRMING  THE  RECORDS  AND  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NEW  PLANTATION  CALLED  HARTWOOD,  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  AND  FOR  ENABLING  THEM  TO  COL- 
LECT CERTAIN  TAXES  ALREADY  ASSESSED,  AND  FOR  IMPOWERING 
SAID  PROPRIETORS  TO  HOLD  A  MEETING  FOR  ORDERING  THE 
AFFAIRS  OF  THE   PROPRIETY. 

"Whereas  the  records  and  proceedings  of  the  proprietors  of  the  new  Preamble, 
plantation  called  Hartwood,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  in  the  man- 
ner of  warning  their  meetings,  dividing  and  disposing  their  lands,  and 
granting  their  taxes,  appear  not  to  have  been  made  and  conducted 
agre[e]able  to  the  laws  of  this  province  ;  but  nevertheless  they  appear 
to  have  been  such  that  no  injustice  will  accrue  to  any  one  from  an 
establishment  and  confirmation  of  them,  yet  great  difficulties  and 
inconvenienc[j]es  may  arise  to  said  propriety  without  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  court ;  and  lohereas  the  said  proprietors  have  made  their 
application  to  this  court  that  they  may  be  impowered  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  taxes  already  assessed  on  the  lands  in  said  propriety,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  records  and  transactions  of  the  proprietors  Records  and 
of  the  plantation  called  Hartwood,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  relat-  dec'iared  vaud 
ing  to  the  first  and  second  division  of  lands,  shall  be  held  good  and 
valid  in  law,  any  irregularities  or  legal  defects  therein  notwithstand- 
ing ;  and  that  the  grant  made  by  said  proprietors  to  Daniel  Foot,  for  Grant  to  Dan. 
building  a  saw-mill  be  likewise  established,  and  the  same  is  hereby  nghed^.*'^''^' 
established  and  coufirrned,  to  be  as  good  and  valid  in  law  as  it  would 
have  been  if  no  such  defects  or  irregularities  had  intervened  ;  and  also 
that  all  votes  and  orders  recorded  in  the  record  book  of  said  pro- 
prietors, for  the  raising,  collecting  or  levying  several  sums  of  money  Grants  of  money 
assessed  on  each  right  of  land  in  said  propriety  (amounting  in  all  established. 
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the  several  assessments  to  four  pounds  eleven  shillings  on  each  right) 
he  established  and  confirmed  as  good  and  valid  in  law  to  all  intents 
ABsesBors  em-     and  purposes  whatsoever  ;  and  that  the  assessors  of  said-  proprietors  ; 
LmTcoTiecuhT^  viz     ^t].,  Andrew  Mumford,  Daniel  Foot  and  Joseph  Knox,  be,  and 
same,  they  [^are']  hereby   [are],  impowered  to   levy  and   collect   the   same 

assessments  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  is  provided  in  and  by  an 
act  made  and  passed  in  the  second   j'car  of   his   present   majesty's 
1761-62,  ciiap.  44.  rcigu,  iutitlcd  "An  Act  to  subject  the  unimproved  lands  within  this 
province  to  be  sold  for  payment  of  taxes  assessed  on  them  by  order 
of  the  great  and  general  court,  and  votes  and  agreements  of  the  pro- 
prietors thereof,  and  to  enable  proprietors  of  new  plantations  to  levy 
-to  be  account-  proviucc   aud   couuty  taxes   laid   upon   them ; "    and   that   the    said 
pri.'tori'^'^^'"'    assessors  shall  be  accountal)le  to  the  proprietors  for  all  monies  whicli 
they  shall  so  receive  aud  collect,  and  the  same  shall  be  disposed  of 
by  said  proprietors  at  some  future  legal  meeting,  to  pay  the  charges 
of  dividing  their  lands,  repairing  ways  in  said  new  plantation,  build- 
ing a  meeting-house,  paying  charges  of  preaching  aud  other  charges, 
as  the  said  proprietors  shall  order. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  — 
Proviso  for  [Sect.  2.]     That  nothing  in  this  act  Contained  shall  be  so  held  or 

til?" of  Jo'^hn        construed  as  any  way  to  affect  the  title  of  John  Murray,  Esq  f''l,    to 
Murray,  Esq.      any  lauds  which  he  claims  to  hold  under  John  AValker. 
Preamble.  Ayid  wkereus  the  said  proprietors  have  further  prayed  tlie  aid  of 

this  court,  to  enable  them  to  hold  a  legal  meeting  for  the  regulating 
the  affairs  of  said  township  and  bringing  forward  the  settlement 
thereof,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 
A  proprietorB'         [Sect.  3.]     That  a  meeting  of  said  proprietors  be  holden  at  the 
to'be'hfid'ar'^^  dwelling-house  of  Luke  Bliss,  inholder  in  Springfield  in  the  county 
Springfield.        of   Hampshire,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June   next,  at  one   of   the 
clock  afternoon,  at  which  meeting  said  proprietors  shall  liave  power 
to  choose  a  moderator  of  the  same,  and  a  clerk  of  the  said  propriety, 
and  also  to  agree  and  order  how  the  monies  raised  by  the  aforesaid 
assessments  shall  be  disposed  of,  to  settle  their  proprietary  accounts, 
and  to  raise  such  monies  on  the  respective  rights  as  the  proprietors 
shall  judge  necessary,  and  appoint  the  method  for  calling  proprietary 
Ordered  to  be     meetings  for  the  future  ;  and  that  John  Murray,  Esq  ^'l,    be  and  is 
notiiied.  hereby  innDowered  and  directed  to  post  up  notifications  of  said  meet- 

ing in  some  public  place  in  Springfield   aforesaid,  aud   in  the   new 
plantation   aforesaid,  and  in  the  town   of   Hartford   in   Connecticut, 
fourteen  days  before  the  time  of  said  meeting ;  which  notice  shall  be 
sufficient  in  law,  and  the  certificate  of  the  said  John  Murray  returned 
and  filed  with  the  clerk  of  said  proprietors,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence 
that  said  notifications  were  published  and  posted  according  to  this 
Proviso  for  the   act :  provided,  always,  that  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  whose  land 
r.'X'eraUiHr''     shall  be  sold,  shall  have  liberty  to  redeem  the  same  in  one  year  after 
lands.  sale,  by  paying  the  sum  for  which  it  was  sold,  aud  charges  of  sale, 

and  costs  laid  out  in  making  improvement  thereon,  together  with  the 
further  sum  of  twelve  pounds  for  each  hundred  pounds  of  money 
produced  bv  said  sale,  and  proportionably  for  any  other  sum.  [^Passed 
April  26,  1770. 
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CHAPTER   12. 

AN   ACT  FOU  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS    THAT  ARE 
EXPIRED,  AND   NEAR  EXPIRING. 

"Whekeas  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  now  i.aws  rovh-od 
expired   or   near  expiring,  have   been  found  useful   and   beneficial ;  ReUiUn'tM'oovor- 
viz  '-'■'■,  one  act  made  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reisin  of  King  George  '^'t^'-'^o' tin; 

•-'  o  o  o      poor 

the  Second,  intit[u]led  "An  Act  to  enable  the  overseers  of  the  poor  i7;;G.37,c-ii!ip.4. 
and  selectmen  to  take  care  of  idle  and  disorderly  persons  ; "  one  act  Jonrnoyiii;  of 
made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  same  reign,  intit[?t]led  "An  Act  to  iile  Kcm-iai'''' 
l)revent  the  unnecessary  journeying  of   the  members  of  the  g-enerai  '^'"Vg  g^  p,,^    ^.^ 
court;"    an   act   made   in   the    fourteenth   year   of   the  same  reign,  Uircning'to"  ' 
intit[n]led  "An  Act  for  the  explanation  of,  and  supplement  to,  the  i74oI'ir,"d,ai).2o. 
act  referring  to  the   poor,  &c ; "    four  acts   made   in    the   sixteenth  Uvf".i'"'i'K  t''^- 
year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  iutit[?(]led  "An  Act  for  making  more  nVIia.ciiap.ir.. 
effectual   an    act  intitf^lled  'An  Act  for  regulating   the  militia;'"  i<f'g>''''iiiig  I'l^' 

•       •r-iiiA  A  •  TT-  1  Jissizc  of  c:i»k. 

another  act,  mtitL«Jled  "An  Act  m  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  1742-43,  cimp.  20. 
regulating  the  assize  of  cask,  and  preventing  deceit  in  packing  of  lanvmi^"'*^ 
fish,  beef  and  pork  for  sale;"  another  act,  intit["jled  "An  Act  to  y^'.^ti"*";' ■■•-'^;^ 
prevent   gaming   for  money  or  other  gain;"    tlie    other,  intit[«]Ied  ropn-vc^nt 
*"  An   Act   to   prevent   unnecessary  lawsuits:"    an  act  made  in  the  i^^J^y'^^ij^     ^g 
eighteenth  year  of  the  same    reign,  intit[w]led  "  An  Act  to  prevent  I'o  i>ii'veia  un. 
unnecessary  expences  in  suits  at  law ;  "  four  acts  made  in  the  tweu-  p'JMKe^i',?luUs  at 
tieth  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intit[«]led  "An    Act   in    further '|'^Y3\i4  ^ha    23 
addition  to  an  act  for  highwa^^s  ;"  another  act,  intit['/]led  "  An  Act  Rci.itin'g  lo 
to  prevent  the  firing  of  guns  charged  with  shot  or  ball,  in  the  town  i745.Y7%hap  lo 
of  Jioston  ; "  another  act,  intit[w]led  "An  Act  more  effectually  to  T'^i"'^'^''"''. 
prevent  cursing  and  swearing;"  the  other,  intit["]led  "An  Act  to  uo"unu^'^^'^ 
enable  the  proprietors  of  private  ways  to  repair  them  in  equal  man- 'y^^'^-''^'<;'iap.  11. 
ner :  "    an    act  made  in  the  twenty-second  year  of   tlie  same   reign,  cursing  ami 
intit[vt]led  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  beach,  and  1746^'471'chap.  17. 
meadows  in  Plymouth  adjoiniug  to  said  beach,  commonly  known  by  To  enable  pro- 
the   name  of   Plymouth  Beach;"    an  act  made   in  the  twenty-third  fo'i^epatAhum!* 
year  of  the  same  reign,  intit[?<]led  "An  Act  to  prevent  stage-plays  .y^'^-^^' '•''''P- ^^• 
and   other  theatrical  entertainments  ; "    an  act  made  in  the  twenty-  damage  to 
fourth  year  of  the  same  reign,  intit[rt]led  "An  Act  to  empower  the  Bead?"'^ 
proprietors  of  the  meeting-house  in  the  first  iiarish  in  Salem,  where  iy'i8-49, chap.  19. 
the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Sparhawk  now  officiates,  and  also  the  pro-  stag'^-pUivB. 
iirietors  of  the  meeting-house  in  the  third  parish  in  Newbury,  where  the  iy'i'J-5".<;hap.24. 

1  ~  i.  •'10  t'nipowtjr 

Reverend  Mr.  John  Lowell  officiates,  to  raise  money  for  defr[e][a.]y-  propiie-ors  of 
ing  ministerial  and  other  necessary  charges  ; "  two  acts  made  in  the  ",'^^gakm'.'""*'' 
twenty-ninth  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  [i][e']ntit[M]led  "An  Act  Ditto  in  New- 
for  preventing  petitions  to  the  general  court,  relating  to  licences  for  i^a&.chap.  19. 
retailing  strong  drink,  and    keeping  houses  for  public[k]   entertain-  '^^f^Hl^^^^'fl,. 
ment ; "  the  other,   [i][e]ntit[?<]led  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  several  licynsi-s. 
acts    and   laws  of    this  province   now  in  force,  respecting  poor  and  uespecting^^^or 
idle,  disorderly  and  vagrant  persons:"    an  act  made  and   pass'd  in  li'^'id'^pi-isoi'^- 
the  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  intit['«]led  Kcguu'tiEg^ 
"An   Act  in   further  addition   to    an   act     intitf/nied    'An  Act  for  ^"^''^^"''u-    or 

,.  »  ,.  ,.  c  nr'  1  -ni     l'i>D-57,  (;hap.26. 

regulating  of  townships,  choice  of   town  officers,  and  setting  forth  To  prevennio- 
their  power;'"  an  act  made  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  same  reign,  aie w'^we" in^ 
intitrwlled  "An  Act  for  preventing  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  t^an.iwich. 
alewives  in  the  town  of  Sandwich;"  three  acts  made  in  the  thirty- rp^ prg'^j.„j 
third  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  damage  on 

Nobscuaset 

being  done  on  the  meadows  lying  in  the  township  of  Yarmouth,  called  Meadow. 

17o9.60,chap.3a. 
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Relating  to 
fences.* 

1769-60,  chap.  21. 
Enabling  Wey- 
mouth to  regu- 
late the  taking 
fish. 

1759-60,  chap.  32. 
Relating  to 
shingles,  staves, 
&c. 

1762-63,  chap.  5. 
To  prevent 
damage  on  the 
nieaiiows  and 
beaches  near 
Yaiinouth 
1761-62,  chap.  31. 
To  prevent 
damage  by  fire 
in  Balem  and 
Marblehead. 
17G1-G2,chap  26. 
For  relief  of 
j)risoner8  for 
debt. 

1762-63,  chap.  18. 
For  regulating 
drains. 

1709-10,  chap.  5. 
For  better  regu- 
lating of  judicial 
jjroceedingg. 
1751-52,  chap.  17. 

Continued  to 
July  1,  1773. 


Nobscusset  Meadow;"  another,  intit[?<]led  "An  Act  relating  to 
fe[rri][?ic]es ; "  the  other,  intit[?/-]led  "An  Act  to  enable  the  town 
of  Weymouth  to  regulate  and  order  the  taking  and  disposing  of  the 
fish  called  shadd  and  alewives,  within  the  limits  of  that  town  : "  three 
acts  made  in  the  second  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign ;  one, 
intit[M]led  "  An  Act  for  rendering  more  effectual  the  laws  already 
made,  relating  to  shingles,  \_a71d  for  regulating  the  assize  of  shingles'], 
and  for  regulating  the  assize  of  staves,  hoops  and  clapboards ; " 
another  [^acf],  intit[w]led  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on 
the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  and  adjoining  on  the  north-east 
part  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  between  Quivet  Harbour,  on  the  east, 
and  S[esvi][<ve]t  Harbour,  on  the  west ;  "  the  other,  intit[?/]led  "  An 
Act  to  prevent  damage  by  fire  in  the  towns  of  Salem  and  Marblehead, 
and  other  maritime  towns  :  "  two  acts  made  in  the  third  year  of  the 
same  reign  ;  one,  intit[M]led  "  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  poor  prisoners 
for  debt;"  the  other,  intit[i/-]lcd  "An  Act  made  and  passed  in  the 
eighth  year  of  her  late  majesty  Queen  Anne,  iutit['<,]led  '  An  Act  for 
regulating  drains  and  common  shores  : ' "  An  Act  made  and  passed  in 
the  twenty-fourth  year  of  King  George  the  Second,  intit[M]led  "An 
Act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings  ;" — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives, 

That  such  of  the  before-mentioned  acts  as  are  expired,  be  revived, 
and  such  of  said  acts  as  are  not  yet  expired,  be  continued,  with  all 
and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  contained,  and 
shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  [of  J  July,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy- three,  and  no  longer.     \_Passed  April  26,  1770. 


CHAPTER    13. 


AN  ACT  TO  IMPOWER  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  NEWBUIIY- 
PORT,  BELONGING  TO  THE  SEVERAL  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES  WITHIN 
THE  SAME,  TO  RAISE  MONEY  FOR  DEFR[E]  [^]YING  MINISTERIAL 
AND  NECESSARY  CHARGES. 

Preamble.  WiiEREAS  application  hath  been  made  to  this  court  to  enable  the 

inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newburyport,  belonging  to  the  several 
religious  societies  within  the  same,  to  levy  taxes  on  the  pews  in  their 
respective  meeting-houses,  and  on  the  polls  and  estates  of  all  those 
who  attend  public  worship  with  them,  to  defr[c][a]y  the  ministerial 
and  other  incidental  charges,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town  may  be  exempted  from  paying  taxes,  either  for  their  polls  or 
estates,  towards  the  support  of  the  ministry  at  any  other  place  than 
where  they  attend,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Lieidenant- Governor,  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives, 

Proprietors  of        [Sect.  1.]     That  the  proprietors  of  the  several  meeting-houses  in 


verai  meet-  i\^q  town  of  Ncwburyport,  be  and  hereby  are  allowed  and  impowered 


Newhnryport  to  raisc,  by  an  assessment  or  tax  on  the  respective  meeting-houses 
railemon'ey.^"  aforementioned,  such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
1764-65,  chap.  7.  projirietors,  or  the  major  part  of  such  of  them  as  shall  be  assembled 
1767-08,  chap.  9.  at  any  legal  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  for  defr[c][a]ying  the 
ministerial  and  other  incidental  charges  ;   the  first  meeting  of  such 


*  This  is  a  misprint  for 
printed  and  as  engrossed. 


'  ferries."     Sec  the  v.triation  in  the  text  between  the  act  as 
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proprietors  to  be  called  agre[(?]able  to  the  direction  of  the  act  made 

and  passed  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  years  of  his  late  majesty's  reign,  1735-36,  chap.  5. 

intituled  "  An  Act  directing  how  meetings  of  proprietors  in  wharves  or 

other  real  estates  may  be  called." 

And  to  the  intent  that  such  tax  or  assessment  may  be  equitably 
made,  and  duly  collected,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  proprietors  of  the  respective  meeting-houses  To  value  and 
aforementioned  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  cause  the  pews  in  ^^^  "'^'  ^"'^^*' 
each  of  the  aforesaid  meeting-houses  to  be  valued  according  to  the 
conveniency  of  the  said  pews  and  the  situation  of  the  same,  and  to 
put  a  new  estimate  upon  the  pews,  from  time  to  time,  as  shall  be  found 
necessary,  and  to  determine  how  much  each  pew  or  part  of  a  pew 
shall  pay  towards  defr[e][a]ying  the  charges  aforesaid,  and  the  time 
and  manner  in  which  the  same  shall  be  paid,  and  appoint  a  collector  Coiiootors  to  bo 
or  collectors  to  collect  the  sum  or  sums  so  agreed  to  be  raised,  who  i'^?''!,"^'^^''  "'"^ 
shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  trust ;  and  if  any 
proprietor  or  owner  of  a  pew  in  either  of  the  aforementioned  meeting- 
houses   shall    neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  sum  or   sums    assessed 
thereon,  after  having  twenty  days'  notice  given  him  by  the  collector, 
the  proprietors  of  the  respective  meeting-houses  shall  be  and  hereby 
are  impowered,  by  themselves  or  their  committee,  to  sell  or  dispose  of 
the  pew  of  such  delinquents  according  to  the  valuation  thereof  as  pows  to  bo  Boia 
aforesaid,  and,  with  the  nion[eyJ[('e]s  raised  by  such  sale,  to  pay  the  jj^e^',""''''"'^" 
assessment  or  tax  on  said  pews  remaining  unpaid,  together  with  the 
charge  arising  on  the  sale  ;  the  overplus,  if  any  there  be,  to  be  returned 
to  the  owner  thereof :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  when  the  owner  of  Proviso, 
any  pew  shall  make  a  tender  of  the  same  to  the  proprietors,  or  to  their 
committee,  at  the  valuation  aforesaid,  and  they  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
the  same,  no  sum  shall  be  deducted  out  of  the  sale  of  said  pew,  but 
such  only  as  shall  have  become  due  before  the  making  of  such  tender. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  proprietors  of  the  respective  meeting-houses  Persons  possess, 
aforementioned,  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  tax  or  assess  the  '"^J'/t°'^b"''-^'"d 
several  persons  occupying  or  possessing  of  pews  or  part  of  pews,  and  acconiinsf  to 
all  others  usually  attending  the  public  worship  in  the  same  meeting-  abliitk^s!^'''^"' 
houses,  for  then-  polls,  and  estates  lying  and  being  within  the  bounds 
of  the  same  township,  according  to  their  several  abilities  and  circum- 
stances ;   in  order  to  raise  money  sufficient,  together  with  what  may 
be  assessed  on  the  pews,  to  defrey  their  ministerial  and  other  inci- 
dental charges  ;  and  the  assessment  or  tax  shall  be  made  and  collected 
by  such  rules  as  parish  taxes  are  made  and  collected  by  ;  and  hence- 
forth all  the  inhabitants  of  Newburyport,  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  are 
hereby  entu"ely, exempted  and  freed  from  paying  taxes  either  for  their 
polls,  or  estates  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  said  town,  towards 
defreying  the  ministerial  or  other  charges  of  any  place  or  society  than 
where  they  usually  attend  :  provided,  ahvays,  that  they  pay  all  the  taxes 
already  legally  assessed  on  them. 

A  nd  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newburyport, af>rcsaid,  Sucb  persons 
as   shall   usually  attend   public  worship  with  any  Christian  society  a"late°ndVor"^ 
without  the  limits  of  the  said  town,  they  and  they  only  shall  be  held  ship  wuboia uie 
to  pay  their  proportion  of  taxes  towards  the  support  of  the  same,  in  lown!*'^*^"^ 
such  way  and  manner  as  they  would  be  liable  to  do  if  they  and  their 
estates  lying  in  Newburyport  were  within  the  limits  of  the  parish  they 
sliall  thus  attend  with. 

[Sect.  5.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  Limitation, 
three  years,  from  the  thirtieth  day  of  March  [1770]  [one  tliousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy'},  and  no  longer.     \_Passed  April  26,  1770. 
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CHAPTER    14 


AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  MADE  IN  THE  TWENTY-THIRD  YEAR 
OF  THE  REIGN  OF  KING  GEORGE  THE  SECOND,  INTIT[C7]LED,  "AN 
ACT  TO  PREVENT  ANY  PERSONS  OBSTRUCTING  THE  FISH  IN  THEIR 
PASSING  UP  INTO  MONATIQUOT  RIVER  WITHIN  THE  TOWN  OF  BRAIN- 
TREE." 


Preamble. 
174950,  chap.  13. 


Persons  not  to 
take  fish  ou 
Moiiatiqnot 
River,  on  for- 
feiture. 


Tnhiitiitants  of 
VVi'y mouth  en- 
tilled  to  take 
tieh. 


Limitation. 


Whereas  the  provision  made  in  an  act,  made  in  the  twent3^-third 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  intit[M]led  ''An  Act 
to  prevent  any  persons  obstructing  the  iish  in  their  passing  up  into 
Monatiquot  River  within  the  town,  of  Eraintree,"  hath  heen  found 
ineffectual  to  the  good  purposes  therein  designed  ;  wherefore, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  no  person  or  persons  whosoever,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  act,  between  the  first  day  of  February  and  tlie  last 
day  of  May,  yearly,  shall  presume  to  take,  kill,  or  bring  ashore  any 
fish  in  [the]  said  river  Monatiquot,  or  any  part  of  [the]  said  river 
between  the  town  of  Weymouth  and  the  said  town  of  Braintree, 
otherwise  than  l)y  standing  on  the  banks  of  the  said  river,  with  scoop- 
netts,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  for  each  and  every  offence,  on  due  con- 
viction thereof,  the  sum  of  five  pounds  ;  and  such  forfeiture  shall  be 
recovered  in  the  same  manner,  and  be  applied  to  the  same  use,  as  is 
provided  in  the  act  before  mentioned. 

Ayid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  Weymouth  shall  be  intituled 
to  the  priviledge  of  taking  the  fish  in  said  river,  on  the  banks  of  the 
same,  with  scoop-net[t]s,  within  the  township  of  Braintree,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Braintree  are  intit[wjled  to. 

[Sect.  3.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  from  the  thir- 
t[ie][eeH]tli  of  April  instant,  to  the  thirtieth  of  January  next,  and  no 
longer.     [^Passed  April  20,  1770. 


CHAPTER    15. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WINCHENDON 
TO  COLLECT  THE  TAXES  GRANTED  ON  THE  LANDS  IN  THE  SAID 
WINCHENDON. 


Preamble. 
1764-05,  chap.  5, 
§2. 


Whereas  the  general  court,  at  their  session  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  sixty-four,  ordered  that  a  tax  of  fourpcnce 
per  acre,  yearly,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  be  granted  upon  all  the 
lands  in  the  said  town  of  Winchendon  (public  lots  excepted),  and 
that  the  money  thereby  arising  shall  be  applied  for  the  use  of  [the] 
said  town  ;  and  whereas  the  assessors  of  the  said  town  have  made  the 
said  tax,  and  suOiciently  published  the  same,  and  some  persons  who 
are  owners  of  the  said  lands  do  neglect  or  refuse  to  i)ay  the  same,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives, 

[Sect,  1.]  That  the  assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Winchendon,  for 
delinquent  pro.   the  time  bciug,  bc  and  are  hereliy  impowered  to  sell  so  much,  and  no 

prietors'  lands,  i?    ii     '     i    i  •  i  "5  •    j.         j    1         i  1      x 

to  case.  more,  of  tlie  delmqueut  owners  or  proprietors    lands  as  neglect  or 

refuse  to  pay  the  fourpence  per  acre,  as  is   necessary  to   pay  and 


ABsesBors  em- 
powered to  sell 
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satisfy  the  said  tax  of  fonrpeuce  per  acre,  and  other  necessary  and 
intervening  charges  ;  they  posting  np  the  same  in  some  public  place  in 
[the]  said  town  of  Winchendon,  and  in  the  shire  town  of  the  county 
of  AVorcester :  and  also  the  said  assessors  shall  be  obliged,  for  the 
notification  of  the  non-resident  proprietors,  to  advertize  in  all  the 
several  Boston  newspapers,  three  several  weeks,  the  intended  sale,  at 
least  tln'ee  months  before  the  land  is  sold  ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  assessors,  at  a  public  vendue,  to  sell  and  execute 
absolute  deeds,  in  the  law,  for  the  conveyance  of  such  lands  of  the 
owners,  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  give  most  for  the  same  ; 
which  deeds  shall  be  good  and  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  the 
law  for  [i/ie]  conveying  such  estates  to  the  grantees,  their  heirs  and 
assigns  forever,  reserving  to  the  non-resident  proprietors,  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  liberty  of  redemption  of  their  lands  so  sold,  they  paying  to 
the  grantees,  or  their  heirs,  respectively,  within  one  year  afterwards, 
the  sums  for  which  the  said  lands  were  sold,  with  twelve  pounds  upon 
every  hundred  ;  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum  until 
the  same  be  redeemed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  said  assessors  shall  pay  the  money  arising  by  Money  arising 
the  said  sale,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  town  for  the  said  year ;  and  said  lamis  to  be 
the  said  treasurer  is  directed  to  attend  the  orders  of  the  said  assessors  fr'^aeu^re'"' 
for  the  payment  of  the  said  money  arising  by  the  sale  of  tlie  said 
lands,  for  the  payment  of  the  fourpence  tax  aforesaid  and  charges, 
according  to  the  intention  and  meaning  of  the  said  grant.     {^Passed 
April  26,  1770. 


CHAPTEK    16. 

AN  ACT  FOR  PREVENTING  AND  PUNISHING  BURGLARY,  AND  FOR  RE- 
PEALING ONE   ACT    INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  AGAINST  BURGLARY." 

"Whereas  the  provision  made  by  the  act  against  burglary  has  been  preamble, 
found  ineffectual  for  answering  the  purposes  thereby  intended,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  the  act  or  law  of  this  province,  made  and  passed  Repeal  of  an 
in  the  first  year  of  King  George  the  First,  intitled  "An  Act  against  ms-iVchap!!! 
burglary,"    and   every    clause   thereof,    be    and   the  same  is    hereby 
repealed  and  made  void  forever.  • 

And  for  the  more  effectually  punishing  of  said  offence  for  the  future, — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.   2.]     That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  in  the  night-time  Entering  a 
break    and  enter  any  dwelling-house,  with  intent  to  kill,  rob,  steal,  fn^the'nfgh"""^ 
commit  rape,  or   to  do  or  perpetrate    any  felon}',  the  person  or  per-  deatii  without 
sons  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  convict,  shall  suffer  the  pains  of  clergy.  ° 
death,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  enter  into  the  Entering  in  the 
dwelling-house  of  another  by  night  or  by  day  without  breaking  the  {^rJaJ!]n^'*o,f,  ;„ 
same,  if  such  entry  shall  be  made  with  intent  to  kill,  rob,  steal,  com-  the  night,  death 
mit  rape  or  perpetrate  any  felony  ;  and  shall  in  the  night-time  break  ^f  clergV^''"*'"' 
the  said  house  to  get  out  of  the  same,  the  person  or  persons  so  offend- 
ing, and  being  thereof  convict,  shall  suffer  the  pains  of  death,  with- 
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out  benefit  of  clergy,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  of  this 
act,  or  of  anything  therein  contained,  notwithstanding.  [_Passed 
April  2G,  1770.^ 


CHAPTER   17. 

AN  ACT  FOR  DETERMINING  THE  TIMES  FOR  HOLDING  THE  SUPERIOR 
COURTS  OF  JUDICATURE,  COURT  OF  ASSIZE  AND  GENERAL  GOAL 
DELIVERY,   IN   THE   SEVERAL  COUNTIES   WITHIN  THE  PROVINCE. 

Prenmbie.  ^  WiiEREAS,  from  a  chaugc  of  circumstauces  in  several  counties 
i764-65,chap.  17.  ^.jti^iu  ^jjg  province,  and  'for  other  sufficient  reasons,  it  is  judged  neces- 
sary' that  there  sliould  lie  an  alteration  in  the  times  of  holding  the 
superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery 
in  such  counties  ;  and  it  is  also  judged  convenient  in  one  act  or  law 
to  settle  the  timc[s]  for  holding  the  said  superior  court  of  judicature, 
court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery  in  all  the  counties  within  the 
province  ;  and  whereas  it  is  also  judged  necessary  that  said  superior 
court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery  sliould 
be  holden  at  two  terms  in  a  3'ear,  within  each  of  the  counties  of 
Hampshire  and  Worcester,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieuteyiant-Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rej)- 

resevtatives^ 

The  times  fix-d       [Sect.   1.]     That   fi'om    and   after   the   first   day  of  May  in   this 

snperioV  courts,  prcscut  year,  the  times  and  places  for  holding  and  keeping  the  supe- 

Mu/e'^'''^^        rior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal   delivery, 

shall  be  as  followeth  ;  that  is  to  say,  — 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  tSuffolk,  at  Boston,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  Februaiy,  and  the  last  Tuesday  in  August : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Essex,  at  iSalem,  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  November  ;  and  at  Ipswich,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  June  : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  at  Cambridge,  on  the  last 
Tuesday  in  October  ;  aud  at  Charlestown,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
April : 

Within  the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  for  the  counties  of  Hamp- 
shire aud  Ijcrkshire,  at  Northampton,  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  April ; 
and  at  >Springfield,  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  September : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  at  Plymouth,  on  the  third 
Tuesday  in  May  : 

Within  the  county  of  Barnstable,  and  for  the  counties  of  Barn- 
stable and  Dukes  County,  at  Barnstable,  on  the  Wednesday  next 
prece[e]ding  the  third  Tuesday  in  May  : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  at  Taunton,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  October : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  York,  at  York,  on  the  fourth  Tues- 
day in  June  : 

Within  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  for  the  counties  of  Cum- 
berland and  Lincoln,  at  Falmouth,  on  Tuesday  next  following  the 
fourth  Tuesday  in  June  : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  at  AVoreester,  on  tlic 
Tuesday  next  prece[e]ding  the  last  Tuesday  in  April,  and  on  the 
third  Tuesday  in  September. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 
of'fc^vfcw^"c*         [Sect.  2.]     That  all  appeals,  writs  of  review,  warrants  issued  or 
declared  to  be     to  bc  issucd,  cxccutions,  and  all  recognizances,  processes,  matters  or 
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tilings  whatsoever,  returnable  to,  or  that  might  have  been  proceeded  on,  returnable 

adjudged  and  determined  at,  any  court,  the  time  for  holding  which  is  accordiDgiy. 

altered  by  this  act,  shall  be,  in  like  manner,  returnable  to,  and  may  in 

like  manner,  be  proceeded  on,  adjudged  and  determined  at,  the  court, 

in  the  same  county,  which  shall,  according  to  this  act,  be  liolden  next 

after,  as  miglit  have  been  at  the  next  following  term  established  by 

law,  if  this  act  had  not  been  made.     \_Passed  April  26,  1770. 


CHAPTER   18. 

AN  ACT  DETERMINING  AT  WHAT  TIMES  AND  PLACES  THE  SEVERAL 
COURTS  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE,  AND  INFERIOR 
COURTS  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  SHALL  BE  HELD,  WITHIN  AND  FOR  THE 
SEVERAL  COUNTIES   OF  THE   PROVINCE,   FOR  THE   FUTURE. 

Whereas  it  is  found  necessary  to  make  certain  alterations  of  the  Preambi.-. 
times   of  holding  courts  of  the  general    sessions  of   the  peace,  and  ^'^-^o.chap.w. 
inferior   courts  of    common    pleas,  in    several   counties    within   the 
province,  and  it  is  also  judged  convenient  that  the  several  times  and 
places  for  holding  said  courts  throughout  the  province  should  be  es- 
tablished in  one  act,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives, 

TSect.  1.1  That  the  times  and  places  for  holding  the  courts  of  Jho  times  fixed 
general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  inferior  courts  ot  common  pleas,  courts  of  hus- 
within  and  for  each  of  the  several  counties  in  the  province,  shall  Horcourts.'ln' 
henceforth,  annually,  be  as  follows  ;  that  is  to  say, —  the  several  coun- 

The  said  courts  shall  be  held  within  and  for  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
at  Boston,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January,  the  third  Tuesday  in 
April,  the  second  Tuesday  in  July  [^and']  the  first  Tuesday  in  Octo- 
ber: 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Essex,  at  Salem,  the  second  Tuesday 
in  July  and  last  Tuesday  in  December  ;  at  Ipswich,  the  last  Tuesday 
in  March  ;  and  at  Newburyport,  the  last  Tuesday  in  September  : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  at  Cambridge,  the  third  i765-66,chap.27. 
Tuesday  in  May  ;  at  Charlestown,  the  second  Tuesday  in  March  and 
last  Tuesday  in  November  ;  and  at  Concord,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
September : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  at  Springfield,  the  third 
Tuesday  in  May  and  the  last  Tuesday  in  August ;  at  Northampton, 
the  second  Tuesday  in  November  and  the  second  Tuesday  in  Feb- 
ruary : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  p,t  Plymouth,  the  second 
Tuesday  in  April,  tlie  first  Tuesday  in  July,  the  first  Tuesday  in 
October  and  the  second  Tuesday  in  December  : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Barnstable,  at  Barnstable,  the  first 
Tuesday  in  April,  the  last  Tuesday  in  June,  the  last  Tuesday  in 
September  and  the  first  Tuesday  in  December  : 

Witliin  and  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  at  Taunton,  the  third  Tues- 
day in  December,  the  second  Tuesday  in  March,  the  second  Tuesday 
in  June  and  the  second  Tuesday  in  September  : 

Within  and  for  the  county  o^f  York,  at  York,  the  first  Tuesday  in 
January,  the  second  Tuesday  in  April  and  the  second  Tuesday  in 
July  ;  and  at  Biddeford,  the  second  Tuesday  in  October ; 
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Within  nud  for  Dukes  County,  at  Edgartown,  the  first  Tuesday  in 
March  ;  and  at  Tisbur}',  the  last  Tuesday  in  October : 

Witliin  and  for  the  county  of  Nantucket,  at  Sherburn[e],  the  hist 
Tuesday  in  JNIarch  and  first  Tuesday  in  October  : 

Witliiu  and  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  at  Worcester,  the  last 
Tuesday  in  March,  the  second  Tuesday  in  June,  the  first  Tuesday  in 
iSejiteniber  and  the  first  Tuesday  in  December  : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  at  Falmouth,  the  third 
Tuesday  in  April  and  third  Tuesday  in  October  : 

Within  and  for  the  county  of  Lincoln,  at  Pownalborough,  the  first 
Tuesday  in  June  and  last  Tuesday  in  September : 
i76G-67,chap.  14.       AVitliiu  and  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  at  Great  Barrington,  the 
first  Tuesday  in  September  ;  and  at  Pittsfield,  the  last  Tuesday  m 
February. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^ 
Writs  and  other       [Sect.  2.]     That  all  Original  writs,  summons,  warrants,  issued  or 
"obe'^ret'ii^rnabie  ^^  ^^^  issucd,  recoguizanccs,  executious,  processes,  matters  or  things 
accordingly.        of  what  kind  soevcr,  returnable  to,  or  which  might   have   been  ad- 
judged, determined  or  acted  upon  at,  any  court  the  time  for  holding 
of  which  is  altered  by  this  act,  shall  be  in  like  manner  returnable  to, 
adjudged,  determined  and  acted  upon  at,  the  court,  in  the  same  county, 
to  be  holden  next  after  by  virtue  of  this  act.     [Passed  Axtril  26, 1770. 


CHAPTER   19. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  MADE  AND  PAS.SED  IN  THE  ELEVENTH 
YEAH  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  KING  WILLIAM  THE  THIRD,  INTITLED  "  AN 
ACT  FOR  SUPPRESSING  AND  PUNISHING  OF  ROGUES,  VAGABONDS 
AND  COMMON  BEGGARS  AND  OTHER  LEWD,  IDLE  AND  DISORDERLY 
PERSONS;  AND    FOR   SETTING   THE    POOR   TO   WORK." 

Preamble.  WiiEREAS  the  exccutiou  of  au  act,  made  and  passed  in  the  eleventh 

1699-1700,  chap,  ycar  of  the  rcigu  of  King  William  the  Third,  intitled  ''An  Act  for 
8.  '  the  suppressing  and  punishing  of  rogues,  vagabonds,  common  l)eg- 

gars  and  other  lewd,  idle  and  disorderly  persons  ;  and  also  for  setting 
the  poor  to  work,"  is  oftentimes  rendered  very  ditlicult,  by  reason  of 
the  distance  of  the  place  where  such  persons  are  found  and  taken  up, 
from  the  house  of  correction  to  which  they  are  directed  by  said  act 
to  be  sent  in  order  for  punishment ;  by  means  whereof  such  persons 
often  escape  without  any  punishment,  and  thereby  many  such  dis- 
orderly persons  are  encouraged  to  come  from  distant  parts  into  this 
province,  whereby  his  majesty's  good  and  industrious  subjects  here 
are  frequently  burthened  and  imposed  on  by  such  vagrant,  idle  and 
disorderly  persons  ;  for  the  more  etfectual  preventing  whereof  for  the 
future, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Liexitenant- Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives^ 
Court  of  see-         That  henceforward  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  court  of  general 
or'mor^"i"!.rtice8  scsslous  of  the  pcace,  in  any  county  within  this  province,  and  of  one 
of  the  peace  out  or  iiiore  justiccs  of  the  peace  out  of  court,  at  his  discretion,  either  to 
poJi'red  to""'     send  and  commit  to  the  house  of  correction  all  such  persons  as  said 
Conds^&cf^       court  or  justice  might  send  or  commit  thereto  by  the  provision  of  said 
act,  or  otherwise  punish  them  by  setting  in  the  stocks,  not  exceeding 
three   hours,  or   by   whipping  not   exceeding   ten    stripes  ;  any  law, 
usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     \_Passed  AjJril  26, 
1770. 
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CHAPTEE   20. 

AN  ACT  IN  FURTHER  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  INTITULED  "AN  ACT 
FOR  MAKING  OF  LANDS  AND  TENEMENTS  LIABLE  TO  THE  PAYMENT 
OF    DEBTS." 

"Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  intituled  "■  An  Act  for  making  of  lands  Preamble, 
and  tenements  liable  to  the  payment  of  debts,"  it  is  provided  that  §  i>. ' '^  '^^"  ' 
where  the  goods  and  chattels  belonging  to  the  estate  of  any  ])erson 
deceased  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  answer  the  just  debts  which  the 
deceased  owed,  or  legacies  given,  upon  representation  thereof,  and 
making  the  same  to  appear  unto  the  superior  court  of  judicature, 
holden  for  or  within  the  county  where  such  deceased  'person  last 
dwelt,  the  said  court  are  impowered  to  license  and  authorize  the 
executor  or  administrator  on  such  estate,  to  make  sale  of  all  or  any 
part  of  the  houses  and  lands  of  the  deceased,  so  far  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  just  debts  wdiich  the  deceased  owed  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  legacies  bequeathed  in  and  by  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  the  deceased  ;  and  as  it  has  been  found  by  experience 
that  the  authority  to  license  the  sale  of  real  estates  given  to  the  said 
court  by  the  said  acts,  having  been  thereby  limited  and  restrained  to 
that  particular  county  where  such  deceased  person  last  dwelt,  has 
been  found  much  to  retard  the  settlement  of  such  estates,  and  greatly 
•to  delay  the  i)aynient  of  the  debts  due  therefrom,  and  to  occasion 
many  expensive  lawsuits  ;  therefore,  for  the  preventing  such  incon- 
veniences for  the  future,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  the  original  intent 
of  the  said  act,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives^ 

[Spxt.    1.]     That  in  all  cases  where  the  said  superior  court,  by  tlic  Saperior  court 
said  act,  are  impoAvered  to  licen[s][c]e  and  authorize  the  sale  of  any  ]uxM"Kirthe''s"ie 
real  estate,  the  said  court,  henceforward  and  hereby,  are  fully  em-  of  real  cstau-s,  to 
powered  to  give  and  grant  such  licen[s]  [f]e    and   authority  in  any  por8oii8<ie° 
term  or  sitting  of  the  said  court  in  any  county  within  this  province,  coun'ty '" ''"^ 
upon  application  made  to  the  said  court  for  the  same  ;  whether  the 
county  where  such  ai)plication  is  made  be  the  same  county  where  such 
deceased  person  dwelt,  or  not. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.   2.]  '  That  the  justices  of  any  of  the  inferior  courts  of  com-  inferior  courts 
mon  pleas  for  any  of  the  counties  within  this  province,  are  also  fully  ^'/"iQ^B^^aleof 
impowered  and  authorized,  hereafter,  on  application  to  them  made,  at  real  estates  to 
any  session  of  such  court,  to  give  and  grant  licen[s][c]e  and  author-  persons  de''- 
ity  for  the  sale  of  any  real   estate,   of  any  person  deceased,  lying  ceased,  in  tiuir 
within  the  county  for  which  such  court  shall  be  held,  in  all  such  cases  tiifs.^ 
where  the  said  superior  court  by  the  abovesaid  act  has  been  heretofore 
impowered    to  grant  such  licen[s][c]e  ;    and   that   all   executors   or 
administrators  who  may  hereafter  obtain  such  licen[s][c]e  and  au- 
thority, either  from  the  superior  court,  or  any  inferior  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  shall,  in  executing  the  same,  in  all  things  conform  to  the 
directions  of  the  laws  of  this  province  which  respect  the  sale  of  lands 
under  licen[s][c]e  of  the  su[)erior  court,  mentioned  in  the  act  in  addi- 
tion whereto  this  act  is  made.     \_Passed  April  26,  1770. 
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CHAPTEK   21. 

AN  ACT  TO  ERECT  THE  NORTH   PRECINCT  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  NORTON, 
IN   THE   COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL,   INTO  A   SEPARATE    DISTRICT   BY   THE 
'     NAME   OF  MANSFIELD. 

Preamble.  WiiEREAS  the  erecting  of  the  north  precinct  of  the  town  of  Norton, 

1711-12, chap.  4  j,j  ^-jj^,  countv  of  Bristol,  into  a  separate  district,  would  serve  to  re- 
move many  difliculties  and  inconveniences  which  the  inhabitants  labour 
under,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor^  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives, 
MniiHfi.ki incor-       [Sect.  1.]     That  tlic  uorth  precinct  of  the  town  of  Norton,  by  the 
iMii-ateU  a  (lis-      game  bouuds  and  limits  which  the  said  north  precinct  of  tlie  town  of 
Norton  was  first  made  a  precinct,  be  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into 
a  separate  district  by  the  name  of  Mansfield  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants 
thereof  be  vested  with  all  the  powers,  privile[d]ges  and  innnunities 
which  the  inhabitants  of  any  town  within  this  province  do  or  by  law 
ought  to  enjoy,  excepting  only  the  privile[d]ge  of  sending  a  represen- 
-  to  join  with     tative  to  the  general  assembly;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  dis- 
higlT'piusl^n-'  trict  shall  have  liberty,  from  time  to  time,  to  join  with  the  town  of  Nor- 
ativo.  ton  in  the  choice  of  a  representative  of  representatives,  which  repre- 

sentatives may  be  chosen  indifferently  from  the  said  town  or  district ; 
the  pay  or  allowance  of  such  representatives  to  be  born[e]  by  said 
town  and  district  according  to  their  respective  proportion  of  the  prov- 
Town  of  Norton  iucc  tax.;  and  that  the  said  town  of  Norton,  as  often  as  they  shall  call 
ni'gforibe"^'^''*'  ^  meeting  for  the  choice  of  representatives,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
choice.  give  seasonable  notice  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  district  of  Mansfield,  for 

the  time  being,  of  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the  said  meeting,  to 
the  end  that  said  district  may  join  them  ;  and  the  clerk  of  said  district 
shall  set  up,  in  some  public  place  in  said  said  cystrict,  a  notification 
thereof  accordingly. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 
To  p.iy  their  [Sect.  2.]     That  tlic  Said  district  shall  pay  their  proportion  of  all 

uxes'of^Norton  such  proviucc,  couuty  and  town  taxes  already  granted  to  be  raised  in 
and  the  charge    |j,g  towu  of  Noi'tou  aforcsaid,  and  shall  also  bear  their  proportionable 

ol  the  poor.  .  n,  /.-n^  i 

part  ot  supporting  the  poor  ot  the  towu  or  Norton  that  are  at  this 
time  relieved  by  the  said  town  :  provided,  that  the  district  of  Mans- 
field shall  not  be  liable  to  maintain  any  persons  within  the  same  who 
have  been  legally  warned  out  of  the  said  town  of  Norton  ;  but,  by  vir- 
tue of  said  warning,  shall  have  the  same  privile[d]ge  of  removing  such 
persons  as  the  said  town  of  Norton  could  have  in  case  they  had 
remained  therein. 

And  heit  furiher  enacted, 
Tiie  district  to         [Sect.  3.]     That  the  Said  tov/n  of  Norton  shall  allow  to  the  said 
have  their  pro-    district  of  Mausficld  their  proportionable  part  of  the  town  stock,  and 

portion  of  lh(!  .  .  i  ,  n     ,  i  •         i  i 

town  stock.        their  proportionable  part  of  the  money  that  is  already  grantetl  and  as- 
sessed in  said  town  of  Norton  for  the  support  of  the  school,  and  other 
,  necessary  charges,  for  the  ensuing  year. 
And  he  it  further  enacted. 
Some  of  the  [Sect.  4.]     That  P^lcazcr  Robins  and  other[s],  inhabitants  of   the 

s'touij'htoii!  an-    town  of  Stouglitou,  wlio  wcrc  annexed  by  the  general  court  to  the 
nexeu  to  Maris,    north  prcciiict  of  said  town  of  Norton,  to  do  dutv  and  receiv^e  privi- 

nelii,  to  do  duty  ,     _  ,_    ^  .    ,  .„    .  ,       .  ,  ,  'z.  .,  .  ^-n 

there.  le[djges,  as  to  parish  affairs,  during  the  pleasure  or  the  court,  are  still 

continued  to  do  duty  and  receive  i)rivile[djges,  as  to  parish  affairs,  with 
said  district  of  Mansfield,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court. 


[2d  Sess.J  Province  Laws.  — 1769-70.  49 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     Thtit  I^phrami  Leonard,  Esq"^'^,  be  and  is  hereby  ira-  EphraimLeo. 
powered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  in  piJI^yerfd'to  c^ii 
said  district,  requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  a  meeting  of  tbe 
said  district,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  time  in^'^^^^'-auts. 
and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  chuse  all  such  officers  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  district.     [^Passed 
April  26,  1770. 


CHAPTER  22. 

AN  ACT   FOR  INCORPORATING  THE    SECOND    PRECINCT  IN    HINGHAM 
INTO  A  DISTRICT  BY  THE  NAME  OF  COHASSET. 

"VYhekkas  the  inhabitants  of  the  second  precinct  in  Ilingham  labour  Preamble, 
under  many  difficulties  and  inconveniences  by  reason  of  their  not 
being  incorporated  into  a  district,  — 

Be  it  enacted   by  the   Lieutenant-Governor,    Council  and   House  of 
JRejiresentatives, 

[Sect.    1.]      That   the   inhabitants    and  lauds  within   the  present  Cohasset  incor- 
bounds  of  the  second  precinct  in  the  town  of  Hingham,  excepting  a  frjct f '^  * '^'*' 
number  of  families  and  their  homesteads,  which  were  re-annexed  to 
the  first  precinct  in  said  town,  in  the  year  one  tliousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  be    and  hereby  are  incorporated  into  a  district,  by 
the  name  of    Cohasset :    and    that   the    inhabitants   tliereof  be    and 
hereby  are  invested  with  all  the  powers,  priviledges  and  immunities 
which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  within  this  provmce  do,  or  by  law 
ought  to,  enjoy,  that  of  sending  a  representative  to  the  general  assem- 
bly only  excepted  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  shall  have  _  to  join  with 
liberty,  from  time  Jo  time,  to  join  with  the  town  of  Hingham  in  the  ^jj'"|^^i;'g^" 
choice  of  a  representative  or  representatives  ;  which  representative  or  representative, 
representatives  may  be  chosen  indifferently  from  said  town  or  district ; 
the  pay  or  allowance  of  such  representative  or  representatives  to  be 
borne  by  the  said  town  and  district,  according  to  their  respective  pro- 
portions of  the  province  tax  ;  and  that  the  town  of  Hingham,  as  often  Town  of  Hing. 
as  they  shall  call  a  meeting  for  the  choice  of  representatives,  shall,  !;''',ueetingfor 
from  time  to  time,  give  seasonable  notice  to  the  clerk  of  said  district  the  choice. 
of  Cohasset,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  time  and  place  for  holding  said 
meeting,  to  the  end  that  the  said  district  may  join  therein  ;  and  the 
clerk  of  said  district  shall  set  up,  in  some  publick  place  in  said  district, 
a  notification  thereof  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  said  district  shall  have  the  privilege  of  taxing  District  to  have 
that  part  of  the  grist-mill  at  Streight  Pond,  so  called,  which  has  been  oMi'ie''towu^"°" 
usually  taxed  by  the  town  of  Hingham;  and  that  the  said  district  ^'ock: 
shall  have  their  proportion  of  the  powder-house,  or  the  value  of  the 
•  same,    also   of  the  town's  stock   of    arms   and   ammunition ;    to  be 
adjusted  by  the  rule  of  their  pay  to  the  province  tax  set  on  said  town 
of  Hingham. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  shall  take  to  "^^P^^/^^J'^'/ 
themselves,  and  hereafter  support,  their  just  proportion  of  all  such  the  poor,  with 
poor  persons  as  are  now  wholly  supported  by  said  town  of  Hingham,  ^^^'""^' 
and  also  their  proportion  of  all  such  poor  persons  as  now  have  a  set-       ^^^'     '     '• 
tlement  in  the  town  of  Hingham,  but  dwell  in  other  places,  whom  the 
said  town  of  Hingham  may  hereafter  be  obliged  by  law  to  support ; 
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and  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  shall  pay  all  province,  county 
and  town  assessments  now  set  or  assessed  on  them,  as  if  they  had 
remained  to  said  town  of  Hingham. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Benjamin  Lin-         [Sect.  4.]     That   Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq'^"'^.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
powfre'|'to*cai"i    [c]  [?"]mpowered  to  issue  a  warrant  td  some  principal  inhabitant  of  said 
fnhabitants"'^ '^^  district  of  Cohasset,  requiring  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  said  inhabitants, 
in  order  to  chuse  such  officers  as  towns  are  by  law  empowered  to  chuse 
in  the  month  of  March,  annually  ;  and  at  said  meeting  such  persons, 
inhabitants  in  said  district,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote,  and  only  such,  as 
would  have  been  allowed  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  town  officers  in  the 
said  town  of  Hingham  if  this  act  had  not  been  made.     \_Passed  April 
26,  1770. 


CHAPTEK   23. 


AN  ACT  TO    ERECT  THE  DISTRICT  OF  WESTMINSTER,  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  WORCESTER,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  WESTMINSTER. 

Preamble.  WiiEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Westminster  have  peti- 

1759-60,  chap.  5.  ^{q^iJ  ^j^jg  court  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town,  that  they  may  enjoy 
the  privile[d]ge  of  other  towns  in  being  represented  in  the  great  and 
general  court,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and 
Ho^ise  of  Representatives, 

That  the  district  of  Westminster,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  be  and 
hereby  is  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Westminster  ;  and 
that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be  and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the 
powers,  privile[d]ges  and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
several  towns  within  this  province  do  enjoy.     \_Passed  April  26,  1770. 


Westminster 
incorporated 
Into  a  town. 


CHAPTER  24. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  ASHBURNHAM 
TO  COLLECT  THE  TAXES  GRANTED  ON  THE  LANDS  IN  THE  SAID 
ASHBURNHAM. 

Preamble.  WiiEREAS  the  general  court,  at  their  session  in  the  year  one.  thou- 

1764-65. chap. 22,  ^^^^  ^^^^^  hundred  and  sixty-five,  ordered  that  a  tax  of  three  half- 
pence per  acre,  yearly,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  be  granted  upon  all 
the  lands  in  the  said  town  of  Ashburnham,  public  lots  and  Cambridge 
farm  excepted,   and  that  the  money  thereby   arising  be  applied  for 
;  the  use  of  the  said  town  ;  and  tvhereas  the  assessors  of  said  town  have 

made  the  said  tax,  and  sufficiently  published  the  same,  and  some  per- 
sons who  are  owners  of  the  said  lands  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the. 
same, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House  of 
Repiresentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Ashburnham,  for 
the  time  being,  be  and  are  hereby  directed  and  impowered  to  sell  so 
much,  and  no  more,  of  the  delinquent  owners'  or  proprietors'  lands  as 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said  three  halfpence  per  acre,  as  is  nec- 
essary to  pay  and  satisfy  the  said  tax  of  three  halfpence  per  acre,  and 
other  necessary  and  intervening  charges  ;  they  posting  up  the  same  in 


AsBCBSors  em- 
powered  to  sell 
delinquent  pro- 
prietors' lands, 
incase. 
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some  public  place  in  the  said  town  of  Ashburnham  and  in  the  shire 
town  [of]  [in]  the  county  of  Worcester :  and  also  the  said  assessors 
shall  be  obliged  for  the  notification  of  the  non-resident  proprietors 
to  advertize  iu  all  the  several  Boston  newspapers,  three  several  weeks, 
the  intended  sale,  at  least  three  months  before  the  said  land  is  sold. 
And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  assessors,  at  a  public  ven- 
due, to  sell,  and  execute  absolute  deeds  in  the  law,  for  the  conveyance 
of,  such  lands  of  the  owners,  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  give 
most  for  the  same  ;  which  deeds  shall  be  good  and  valid,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  in  the  law,  for  conveying  such  estates  to  the  grantees, 
.their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever  ;  reserving,  nevertheless,  to  the  non-res- 
ident proprietors,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  liberty  of  redemption  of  their 
lands  so  sold,  —  they  paying  to  the  grantees,  or  their  heirs,  respectively, 
within  one  year  afterwards,  the  sums  for  which  the  said  lands  were 
sold,  with  charges  of  sale  and  cost[s]  laid  out  in  making  improve- 
ment[s]  thereon,  with  the  further  sum  of  twelve  pounds  for  each  hun- 
dred pounds  of  money  produced  by  said  sale,  and  proportionabl[y][e] 
for  any  other  sum. 

A7i(l  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  said  assessors  for  the  said  year  shall  pay  the  Money  arising 
money  arising  by  the  said  sale,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  town  for  ^^•i'}'' *^'V^h 
the  said  year;  and  the  said  treasurer  is  directed  to  attend  the  orders  paid  to  the 
of  [the]  said  assessors  for  the  said  year,  for  the  payment  of  the  [said]  '"^^sii^r. 
money  arising  by  the  sale  of  the  said  lauds,  for  the  payment  of  the 
said  three  halfpence  tax  and  charges,  according  to  the  intention  and      * 
meaning  of  the  said  grant.     [^Passed  April  26,  1770. 


CHAPTER    25. 

AN  ACT  FOR  COMPLEATING  THE  COLLECTION  OF  A  TAX  ON  THE  NON- 
RESIDENT PROPRIETORS  OF  GREENWICH,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMP- 
SHIRE, BY  AN  ORDER  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT  HELD  AT  BOSTON, 
ON  THE  ELEVENTH  DAY  OF  FEBRUARY,  A.D.  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN 
HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-THREE. 

WhereyVS  the  great  and  general  court,  in  their  session  at  Boston,  on  preamble, 
the  eleventh  day  of  February,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three,  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Cutler,  agent  for  the 
inhabitants  of  said  Greenwich,  did  order  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre 
to  be  lev[y]  [z]ed  and  assessed  upon  the  lands  of  the  non-resident  propri- 
etors of  said  town  of  Greenwich,  for  the  space  of  four  years  then  next 
ensuing,  towards  the  support  and  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Rev'd 
Mr.  Cutler,  the  minister  of  said  town,  and  that  said  town  should  be 
impowered  to  appoint  suitable  persons  to  assess  and  collect  the  same, 
excepting  out  of  said  order  certain  lands  therein  particularly  described  ; 
mid  whereas  the  temporary  act  of  the  general  court,  for  enforcing  and  i76i-62,chap.44. 
carrying  into  execution  such  orders,  expired  after  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  two  years'  tax[es],  and  after  the  third  year's  tax  was 
assessed,  but  not  collected,  so  that  two  years'  taxes  are  wholly  in 
arrear,  except  some  few  voluntary  payments  ;  and  the[/]r[e]  being  no 
law  now  in  force  to  enable  said  town  to  assess  and  collect  said  tax, 
for  the  last  two  years,  contained  in  said  order,  and  said  town  have 
petitioned  this  court  to  impower  them  to  compleat  the  execution  of  the 
same,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,   Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  i 


no, 
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Assessments  That  the  assessments  and  collections  which  were  left  incompleat 

trbecompiet"ed.  ^Eid  Unfinished  in  manner  as  is  before  mentioned,  shall  be  cora- 
pleat[ed]  and  finished  according  to  the  original  intent  of  said  order, 
and  according  to  the  provision  and  direction  of  an  act  now  expired, 
which  was  made  and  passed  in  the  second  year  of  his  present  majesty's 
i7Gi-G2,chap.44.  reign  intit['^<]led  "An  Act  to  subject  the  unimproved  lands  within 
this  province  to  be  sold  for  payment  of  taxes  assessed  on  them  by 
order  of  the  great  and  general  court,  and  votes  and  agreements  of  the 
proprietors  thereof,  and  to  enable  proprietors  of  new  plantations  to 
levy  province  and  county  taxes  laid  upon  them,"  in  the  same  manner 
and  by  the  same  ways  and  means  as  might  have  been  in  cage  said  act 
had  remained  in  force  ;  reserving  nevertheless  to  the  non-resident  pro- 
prietors their  heirs  or  assigns,  liberty  of  redemption  of  their  lands, 
that  may  be  sold  for  the  nonpayment  of  the  taxes  granted  as  afore- 
said, they  paying  to  the  grantees  or  their  heirs  respectively  within  one 
year  afterwards,  the  sums  for  which  the  said  lands  may  have  been 
sold,  with  charges  of  sale,  and  cost[s]  -laid  out  in  making  improve- 
ment[s]  thereon,  with  the  further  sum  of  twelve  pounds  for  each  hun- 
dred pounds  of  money  produced  by  said  sale,  and  proportionably  for 
any  other  sum.     IPassed  April  26,  1770. 


Notes. —  There  were  two  sessions  of  the  General  Court  this  year.  On  the  fifteenth  of 
June  the  first  session  was  adjourned  to  be  held  at  Cambridge  the  next  day,  and  there  the 
Assembly  continued  in  session  until  the  fifteenth  of  July,  vvlien  it  was  prorogued,  by  Gov. 
Bernard,  to  the  tenth  of  January,  1770.  The  second  session  began  March  15,  and  was 
dissolved  April  26,  1770. 

In  conformity  with  the  plan  proposed  in  the  preface,  p.  xx.,  the  foregoing  chapters  are 
arranged  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  originally  printed,  although  not  according  to  the 
date  of  final  passage  in  either  house.  An  exception  to  this  rule  is  the  arrangement  of  the 
tax  acts,  whicli  were  not  included  with  the  printed  acts  of  the  sessions,  but  were  issued  in 
separate  pamphlets.  These  have  been  placed  according  to  the  order  in  which  tbcy  were 
entered  in  the  lists  of  acts  transmitted  to  the  Privy  Council. 

All  the  acts  of  the  first  session  this  year  were  signed  by  the  Governor  July  15th,  although 
chapter  2  was  passed  to  be  enacted  on  the  5th,  chapter  7  on  the  8th,  chapter  4  on  the  13th, 
and  chapters  1,  3,  5  and  6  on  the  14th  of  that  month. 

Seven  acts  were  passed  during  the  first  session,  and  eighteen  during  the  second  session, 
the  engrossments  of  all  of  which  are  preserved  except  of  chapters  8  and  9. 

The  acts  of  the  first  session  were  duly  certified  for  transmission  Oct.  23,  1769 ;  and  though 
no  record  of  the  order  of  reference  has  been  found,  it  appears  from  the  report  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  dated  Jan.  14,  1771,  that  they  were  submitted  to  him  for  his  opinion  thereupon 
in  point  of  law,  by  order  of  the  Lords  of  Trade.  His  report  upon  two  ot  tlicse  acts  is  given 
in  the  notes  to  chapters  1  and  2,  post.  This  report  was  considered  at  a  meeting  of  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  Jan.  30,  1771.  On  the  ninth  of  February,  1770,  chapter  1  was  laid  Ixifore  the 
Attorney-  and  Solicitor-General,  agreeably  to  an  order  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  passed  the 
day  before.  These  officers  reported  Feb.  13,  and,  two  days  later  their  report  was  consid- 
ered at  a  meeting  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  a  representation  thereon  to  the  King  was  then 
agreed  to  and  signed. 

The  acts  of  the  second  session  were  certified  for  transmission.  May  17, 1770,  by  order  of 
Lieutenant-governor  Hutchinson,  who,  in  a  letter  to  Secretary  Pownall,  dated  May  24, 
promised  to  forward  exemplifications  of  these  acts  together  with  his  "remarlis"  upon 
them,  in  accordance  with  the  royal  instructions  to  the  Governor.  These  acts  were  duly 
received,  and  sent  to  Mr.  Jaclisonin  the  usual  course.  On  the  twentieth  of  February,  1771, 
Mr.  Jackson  reported  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  his  "opinion  thereupon  in  point  of  hiw." 
This  report  and  the  accompanying  acts  were  read  before  the  Lords  of  Trade,  March  8, 
1771 ;  but  no  further  action  upon  any  of  them,  by  the  Board  or  by  the  Privy  Council,  ha* 
been  discovered  except  what  appears  in  the  note  to  chapter  9,  post. 

Chap  1.  "Jan.  14,  1768.  A  Petition  of  Tristram  Cheney  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Ashburnham  —  Setting  forth  — That  a  Province  Tax  hath  been  laid  upon 
them  for  a  number  of  years  past,  no  part  whereof  has  been  paid ;  That  the  Land  is  stub- 
born, and  the  Petitioners  have  been  there  but  a  short  time,  and  are  unable  to  raise  provis- 
ions sufficient  for  the  support  of  their  Families,  and  many  of  their  Settlers  have  left  the 
Town  to  avoid  the  said  Tax.  That  by  reason  of  the  death  of  their  Pastor  and  the  dam- 
age done  to  their  Meeting  House  by  a  Hurricane  they  are  exposed  to  a  very  great  expence. 
And  praying  Relief. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Resolved  That  the  prayer  be  granted,  and 
that  the  several  Sum  and  Sums  ordered  to  be  assessed  on  the  ugw  Plantation  lately  called 
Dorchester  Canada  now  Ashburnham  be  removed  and  carried  back  to  the  several  Towns 
ill  the  County  of  Worcester  from  whence  it  came  vizt  Worcester,  Lancaster  •  Mendon, 
Brookfield,  Oxford,  Sutton,  Rutland  Leicester,  Wcstborough,  Shrewsl)ury,  Lunenburgh 
Uxbridge,  Harvard,  Dudley,  Bolton,  Sturbridge  Leominster,  Ilardwick,   Douglas  and 
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Petersham  in  due  proportion  as  it  was  taken  off  and  accordingly  added  to  those  several 
Towns  in  their  next  years  Tax  —  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the 
Governor." —  Council  Records,  vol-  XXVII.,  p.  140. 

"  June  28,  1768.  On  a  Motion  that  the  Assessors  of  Conioay  may  be  empowered  to 
assess  the  Sum  of  twelve  Paimds  thirteen  Shillings  and  Jive  Pence  half-penny,  on  the  Inhabi- 
tants thereof;  the  said  Sum  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  Tax  laid  on  "the  Town  of  Deerfield. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Farley,  Major  Foster,  and  Mr.  Wood  of  Boxford,  consider  the  Mo- 
tion and  report.  *  *  *  «  * 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  a  Motion  in  the  Forenoon,  to  empower  the  As- 
sessors of  Conway  to  assess  the  Sum  of  twelve  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  Jive  Pence  on 
the  Inhaliitants  thereof,  reported.    Read  and  accepted  ; 

Whereas  the  District  of  Conway,  in  the  County  of  Uampshirey  was  incorporated  after 
the  Province  Tax  for  the  last  Year  was  granted,  in  which  incorporating  Act  it  was  enacted, 
that  the  said  District  of  Conway  should  pay  their  Proportion  of  all  Town,  County  and 
Province  Taxes  already  set  on  or  granted  to  be  rais'd,  as  if  that  Act  had  not  been  made; 
and  in  all  future  Taxes  should  pay  a  like  Proportion  as  they  paid  in  the  Province  and 
County  Taxes  laid  on  the  Town  of  Deerjield  in  the  Year  1767,  and  that  it  should  be  de- 
ducted from  Deerjield  Taxes :  And  whereas  a  Doubt  arose  about  the  assessing  of  said 
Conway^s  Proportion,  and  it  was  by  the  Assessors  of  Deerjield  and  the  Assessors  of  Con- 
way for  the  Year  1767,  agreed,  that  the  said  Conway's  Proportion  of  the  Province  Tax  for 
said  Year  1767  was  Twelve  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  ajidjive  Pence  half  Penny,  and  it  was 
by  the  said  Assessors  agreed  to  Petition  the  General  Court  at  their  last  Session  that  the 
said  Sum  might  be  deducted  from  Deerjield  Tax,  and  laid  on  the  said  Conway;  but  by 
Reason  of  the  Non-attendance  of  the  Representative  of  the  said  Town  of  Deerjield,  the 
same  Petition  was  not  preferred :  And  whereas  the  said  Sura  is  not  assessed,  and  cannot 
now  be  assessed,  either  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Deerfield  or  Conway. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sum  of  Twelve  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  five  Pence  half  Penny, 
be  taken  from  the  Province  Tax  laid  on  the  Town  of  Deerfield  for  the  Year  1767,  and 
that  the  said  Sum  be  added  to  the  next  Province  Tax  which  may  or  shall  be  laid  on  said 
Conioay. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence." — House  Journal,  pp.  81  and  84. 

"  July  7, 1769.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Tax-Bill  be  directed  to  lay  on  the 
Town  of  Swanzey,  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds,  in  Part  of  the  Money  granted  to  that  Town, 
by  Way  of  Loan,  in  1763." —  Ibid.,  p.  55. 

"  Custom  house  Boston  IS'*"  Dec  1769. 

Sir,  We  beg  leave  to  inform  Your  Honour  that  in  the  course  of  the  last  Year  we  &  our 
Officers  were  frequently  called  upon  by  the  Tax  Gatherers  of  this  Town  for  payment  of 
the  Province  Tax  upon  our  Houses  &c.  and  also  for  a  Tax  laid  upon  the  Salaries  we  re- 
ceive, from  the  Crown,  which  is  distinguished  by  the  Term  Faculty. 

We  had  no  objection  to  the  payment  of  the  former,  but  as  we  did  not  consider  that  our 
Salaries  were  subject  to  such  a  Taxation  in  America,  the  pavment  of  the  Bill  was  delayed 
from  time  to  time,  but  one  of  us  being  threatened  by  the  Tux  Gatherer  with  compulsive 
measures,  paid  his  Tax-bill  and  the  rest  of  us  afterwards  submitted  to  make  the  same 
payment,  but  did  not  acquiesce  to  the  Demand. 

We  find  that  our  Tax  Bills  for  the  present  year  are  higher  than  the  last,  by  being  rated 
to  the  Provincial  Tax,  as  avcH  as  to  the  Town  &  County.  We  consider  the  imposing  of 
Taxes  by  the  Provincial  Assemblies  on  the  Salaries  paid  by  the  King  to  His  Officers  in 
America,  as  injurious  to  his  Servants  and  derogatory  to  the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  and 
that  our  acquiescence  under  such  impositions  might  be  establishing  a  precedent  very  detri- 
mental to  the  service,  We  have  thought  proper  to  lay  the  matter  before  you.  Sir,  that  you 
may  take  such  measures  as  you  may  judge  proper  on  the  occasion.    We  are  &c. 

Chas.  Paxton. 
Hen.  Hulton. 

Lieut.  Gov.  Hutchinson,  Wm.  Burch." — "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T". 

vol.  80,  N.  n.,  55,  in  Public-Record  Office. 

*'  Thursday  February  8*  1770. 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Maj'y'^  Commissrs  for  Trade  and  Plantations 

Present 

M'  Rice.  M'  Fitzherbert. 

M' Robinson.  Lord  Lisburne. 

****•****»♦ 

The  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  by  His  Majesty's  command,  laid  before  the  Board,  an  extract 
of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Lieut.  Governor  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  also  copy  of  a  Peti- 
tion therein  referred  to  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  in  North  America  com- 
plaining of  their  being  assessed  to  the  Province  Tax  for  the  Salaries  allowed  them  out  of 
His  Majesty's  Revenue,  as  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  and  His  Lordship  signified  His 
Majesty's  pleasure  that  the  Board  should  consider  thereof  and  report  their  opinion  there- 
upon to  His  Majesty,  by  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  do  transmit  the  said  papers  together  with  a  copy  of  the  last 
annual  Tax  Act  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  His  Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Gen- 
eral, for  their  opinion,  whether  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  and  their  Officers  are 
liable  to  be  assessed  in  the  manner  complainedof  by  them."— "rr«6?e/'a/jers,"r'o;.  72,p.31. 

"  Complaint  has  been  made  to  me  by  three  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  that 
they  are  taxed  by  the  Assessors  of  the  Towns  where  they  live  for  their  Salaries  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  to  transmit  to  Your  Lordship  the  letter  I  have  received  from  them.  The 
Tax  Acts  are  passed  annually  and  have  varied  bat  little  in  their  form  for  fifty  years  past 
and  Income  by  Commissions  of  Profit  has  been  subject  to  Taxes  and  none  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  except  the  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor  are  exempted;  But  it  seems  most 
probable  that  the  Legislators  who  first  framed  the  Tax  Act  had  nothing  more  in  contem* 
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plaHon  than  the  Commissions  of  those  Officers  who  received  their  Salaries  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Province  or  who  received  the  profit  of  their  Commissions  from  their  fees 
as  Officers  of  the  Government,  but  the  words  are  general  and  I  doubt,  however  reasonable 
it  seems  to  be,  whether  the  Assembly  can  be  brought  to  make  a  special  exception  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Customs  in  a  future  Tax  Bill,  or  of  the  Officers  of  the  Crown  in 
general,  but  whatever  Instructions  I  may  receive  upon  the  subject  I  shall  carefully  observe 
and  conform  to." —  Extract  from  Lieut.  Governor  nufchin.imi's  letter  to  the  Earlof  JUllsbor- 
ough,  Dec.  20, 17G9  :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.",  vol.  80,  N.  n.,  .55. 

"  To  His  Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  directed  bj'  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to 
transmit  to  j'ou,  the  inclosed  Tax  Act  passed  in  His  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massachu- 
setts in  July  1769,  together  with  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Lieut.  Governor  of  that 
Province  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  and  a  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Customs  at  Boston  to  the  said  Lieut.  Governor,  and  I  am  to  desire  that  j'ou  will  take 
the  same  into  your  consideration  and  favor  their  Lordships  with  your  opinion,  whether  tlie 
Commissioners  and  other  Officers  of  the  Customs  in  America,  are  liable  to  be  taxed  in  the 
manner  and  on  the  ground  they  state,  for  their  Salaries  paid  out  of  monies  not  granted  to 
the  Crown,  by  the  General  Court  of  that  Colony,  and  if  not  what  steps  it  may  be  proper 
for  them  to  take  in  order  to  be  relieved  in  the  case  of  which  they  complain.  I  am.  Gen- 
tlemen 

Your  most  obcd*  hnm'''»  Serv' 

1770.  FebT  g"*  John  Pownall  "—Ibid.,  vol.  86, 

p.  276. 

"  To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissfs  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 
May  it  please  your  Lordships, 

In  obedience  to  Your  Lordships  commands  signified  to  us  by  M''  Pownall's  letter  of 
the  ninth  instant  inclosing  to  us  a  Tax  Act  passed  in  His  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Mass  : 
Bay  in  July  1769  together  with  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Lieut.  Governor_of  that 
Province  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough  and  a  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissrs  of  the 
Customs  at  Boston  to  the  said  Lieut.  Governor  and  desiring  that  wejivoiild  take  the  same 
into  our  consideration  and  report  our  opinion  whether  the  Commissrs  and  other  Officers 
of  the  Customs  in  America  are  liable  to  be  taxed  in  the  manner  and  on  the  ground  they 
state  for  their  Salaries  paid  out  of  monies  not  granted  to  the  Crown  l)y  the  General  Court 
of  that  Colony  and  if  not  what  steps  might  be  proper  for  them  to  take  in  order  to  be  re- 
lieved in  the  case  of  which  they  complain. 

We  have  taken  the  same  into  our  consideration  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  Salaries  of 
the  Commissioners  and  other  Officers  of  the  Customs  in  America  are  liable  to  be  taxed 
where  they  reside  '  as  Incomes  and  profits  received  from  Employments  '  exercised  there, 
although  not  paid  out  of  Money  granted  by  the  Colony,  and  that  they  come  within  the 
Words  and  Meaning  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  referred  to. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  Your  Lordships  consideration. 

Wm  de  Geey 

Feby.  13.  1770.  J.  Dunning."— iJppor^  o/^/te 

Attorney-nnd  Solicitor- G eneral :  ibid.,  vol.  80,  iV.  n.,  f\&. 

"  Thursday  February  15. 1770. 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 

Present 

M'  Jenvns.  M'  Rice 

M''  Fitzherbert.  Lord  Lisburne 

Read  a  Report  of  His  Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor_GeneraI  upon  the  papers  referred 
to  them,  relative  to  the  Complaint  made  by  the  Commissrs  of  the  Customs  at  Boston,  of 
their  being  assessed  for  their  Salaries  to  the  Provincial  Tax. 

Upon  the  further  consideration  of  this  matter,  a  Representation  to  the  King  thereupon 
■was  agreed  to  and  sign'd  and  Lord  Hillsborough,  who  was  present  at  the  Board,  was 
desired  to  lay  it  before  His  Majesty. 

SoAME  Jenyns."  —  "  Trade  Papers," 
vol.  72,  p.  37. 

"  To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty 
May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

In  obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  Commands,  signified  to  us  by  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough, 
one  of  Your  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  we  have  taken  into  our  consideration, 
the  extract  of  a  letter  from  M""  Hutchinson  Lieut.  Governor  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  dated 
20'h  day  of  December  1769,  inclosing  copy  of  a  letter  therein  referred  to,  signed  by  three 
of  Your  Majesty's  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  resident  in  that  Province;  complaining 
of  their  being  assessed  to  the  Province  Tax,  for  the  salaries  allowed  them,  out  of  Your 
Majesty's  I'evenue,  whereupon  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty 

That,  upon  consideration  of  these  papers,  as  likewise  of  the  annual  Tax  Act  passed  in 
Your  Majesty's  Province  of  Massaclmsetts  Bay  in  July  1769  we  thought  fit  to  refer  the 
same  to  Your  Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  desiring  they  would  take  them 
into  their  consideration  and  report  to  us  their  opinion,  whether  the  Commissioners  and 
other  officers  of  the  Customs  in  America  are  liable  to  be  taxed  in  the  manner  and  on  the 
ground  they  state  for  their  Salaries,  paid  out  of  Monies  not  granted  to  the  Crown  by  the 
General  Court  of  that  Colony ;  and  if  not  what  steps  might  be  proper  for  them  to  take,  in 
order  to  be  relieved  in  the  case  of  which  they  complain,  and  Your  Majesty's  Attorney 
General  having  reported  to  us  their  opinion  that  the  Salaries  of  the  Commissrs  and  other 
Officers  of  the  Customs  in  America  are  liable  to  be  taxed  where  they  reside,  as  Incomes 
and  profits  received  from  Emoluments  exercised  there,  altho'  not  paid  out  of  money 
granted  by  the  Colony  and  that  they  come  within  the  words  and  meaning  of  the  Act  of 
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Assembly  referred  to,  we  humbly  beg  leave  hereunto  to  annex  a  copy  of  this  their  report 
submitting  it  to  Your  Majesty  to  give  such  directions  there  upon,  as  to  Your  Majesty's 
wisdom  shall  seem  meet 

"Which  is  most  humbly  submitted 

SOAME   JeNTNS. 

Geo.  Rice. 
February  15"»  1770.  Wu.  Fitzherbert." — Representation 

of  the  Lords  of  Trade:  "  Mass.  Baij,  B.  T.,"  vol.  86,  p.  278. 

"  I  could  never  give  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  any  great  encouragement  to 
hope  for  success  from  their  application  to  be  exempt  from  Taxes  but  the  opinion  and 
report  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  from  a  prudential  consideration  I  shall  com- 
municate to  nobody  but  to  the  three  Commissioners  themselves.  M''  Hulton  and  M' 
Burch  have  been  at  Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire  for  several  weeks  past  and  I  am 
informed  had  some  thoughts  of  removing  the  Board  to  that  Province,  but  as  soon  as  the 
people  suspected  the  design,  they  discovered  such  a  dislike  to  it  that  it  was  laid  aside. 
M""  Paxton  has  been  sometimes  in  Town  but  chiefly  at  Cambridge.  M"^  Temple's  con- 
nexions are  such  that  he  has  been  under  no  apprehensions  of  any  molestation.  I  am 
informed  they  all  intend  to  be  in  Town  and  to  hold  a  Board  in  a  few  days.  Perhaps  the 
present  commotions  in  the  Town  on  account  of  the  Importation  may  retard  it." — Extract 
from  a  letter  of  Lieut.  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  Apr.  27, 1770:  ibid., 
vol.  81,  O.  o.,  2. 

"  The  Assessment  Act  imposing  a  Tax  on  the  Income  or  profit  of  any  employment  exer- 
cised in  any  Town  of  the  Province,  with  exceptions,  virtually  taxes  other  Offices  though 
paid  by  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  Whether  this  Tax  be  so  levied  I  know  not,  but  in 
case  it  be,  I  think  it  no  objection  in  point  of  law  before  His  Majesty  in  Council  though 
some  reason  to  have  insisted  on  a  variation  in  America." — Report  of  Mr.  Jackson  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  Jan.  14, 1771 :  ibid.,  O.  c,  5. 

"  Wednesday  January  30"'  1771. 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Maj.  Commissrs  for  Trade  and  Plantations 

Present 

M'  Jenyns.  M'  Roberts. 

M'  Fitzherbert.  Lord  Greville. 

Their  Lordship  took  into  consideration  eleven  Acts  passed  in  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  the  years  1768  and  1769,  together  with  M''  Jackson's  Report  thereupon, 
and  a  Minute  was  taken  for  drawing  up  an  Article  to  be  inserted  in  the  Instructions  now 
preparing  for  the  Governor  of  that  Province  forbidding  him  to  assent  to  any  Tax  Act  of 
the  nature  of  those  annually  passed  there,  unless  there  be  a  clause  inserted  therein, 
exempting  all  persons  from  being  taxed  for  the  Income  and  Profits  arising  out  of  Salaries 
not  payable  out  of  Monies  granted  to  His  Majesty  by  Acts  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
said  Province. 

Soame  Jenyns." — *'  Trade  Papers" 
vol.  73. 

Chap.  2.  "  In  the  Tonnage  Bill  there  is  not  only  a  partiality  in  favour  of  the  Vessels  of 
the  Colony,  not  indeed  against  those  of  Great  Britain,  but  against  those  of  other  Colonies, 
but  a  duty  imposed  on  the  Naval  Officer,  who  is  no  Servant  of  the  Province,  upon  the  first 
I  shall  observe  that  it  is  impossible  altogether  to  prevent  some  competition  of  this  kind 
amongst  the  Colonies  which  were  not  prejudicial  to  the  whole  or  to  this  kingdom  must  be 
winked  at  and  on  the  last  that  if  the  Naval  Officer  does  not  complain  it  is  obvious  there 
can  be  no  great  reason  to  object  here,  there  is  no  penalty  imposed  and  the  Duty  amounts 
to  nothing." — Report  of  Mr.  Jackson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Jan.  14,  1771:  "Mass.  Bay, 
B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  5. 

Chap.  3.  Samuel  Adams  was  first  chosen  collector  of  taxes  for  the  town  of  Boston  in 
1756,  and  held  the  office,  by  re-election,  every  year,  until  1765.  In  the  latter  year, 
although  again  elected  collector,  at  the  town  meeting  in  March,  he  declined  to  accept 
the  office,  and  was  chosen  a  representative  from  Boston,  to  the  General  Court,  in  the 
month  of  September  following. 

Though  there  seems  to  have  been  no  law  of  the  province  expressly  requiring  such 
security,  it  had  been  the  custom,  from  a  very  early  period,  for  collectors  of  taxes,  in  Bos- 
ton, as  often  as  they  were  chosen,  to  give  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the  town  treasurer,  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  duty.  Adams's  last  bond,  given  in  1764,  was  in  the 
penalty  of  £5000,  and,  thereon,  Robert  Pierpont  and  Benjamin  Hallowell  were  sureties. 

It  appears  that,  at  the  expiration  of  Adams's  term  of  office,  there  remained,  of  the  taxes 
committed  to  him  for  several  years,  a  considerable  sum  uncollected,  and  unpaid  to  the 
town  and  province  treasurers.  No  authority  was  given  by  law,  to  collectors,  to  transmit 
their  lists  to  their  successors,  for  collection ;  and,  except  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  collector, 
there  was  no  legal  way  to  avoid  responsibility  for  the  whole  amount  of  taxes  committed 
for  collection  (less  the  abatements  regularly  made)  except  by  the  interposition  of  the 
Legislature.  But  Adams's  constituents,  who  comprised  a  majoritv  of  the  legal  voters  at 
the  town  meetings,  deemed  it  proper  that,  in  the  pursuit  of  his  important  labors  as  a  repre- 
sentative, he  should  not  be  burdened  with  the  additional  and  harassing  duty  of  collecting 
arrears  of  taxes ;  especially  as  the  law  exempting  representatives  from  compulsory  service 
as  collectors,  seemed  to  imply  that  the  duties  of  the  two  offices  might  be  incompatible. 
Accordingly,  at  a  town  meeting  held  Mar.  13,  1769,  the  inhabitants  voted  to  relieve  Mr. 
Adams  from  further  duty  as  collector,  and  chose  Robert  Pierpont,  one  of  his  sureties,  in 
his  place,  and,  at  the  same  time,  voted  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  a  confirmation  of 
this  proceeding.    The  result  was  the  passage  of  this  act. 
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Of  Adams's  services  as  collector,  Hutchinson  says,  "  Ho  was  afterwards  a  collector  of 
taxes  for  the  town  of  Boston  and  made  defalcation,  which  caused  an  additional  tax 
upon  the  inhabitants ;  "  and,  in  another  place,  "  The  benefit  to  the  town  from  his  defence 
of  their  liberties  he  supposed  an  equivalent  to  his  arrears  as  their  collector;  and  the  pre- 
vailing principle  of  the  party,  that  the  end  justified  the  means,  probably  quieted  the  re--^ 
morse  he  must  have  felt,  from  robbing  men  of  their  characters,  and  injuring  them  more 
than  if  he  had  robbed  them  of  their  estate." —  Hist.  Mass.  vol.  3,  pp.  27i-5.  This  charge 
of  "  defalcation  "  is  a  grave  one ;  and  if  deserved  in  this  case  it  is  unfortunate  for  the  his- 
torian's reputation  for  candor  that  he  has  not  supported  his  charge  by  a  statement  of  par- 
ticulars. As  the  case  appears  upon  the  record,  no  defalcation  or  other  delinquency  is 
shown,  in  the  sense  of  emljczzlement  or  fiilure  to  account  for  all  sums  collected.  It  does, 
indeed,  appear  that  not  all  the  assessments  committed  to  Adams  for  collection  were  col- 
lected; but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  this  failure  was  the  result  of  collusion  or  negli- 
gence. 

The  period  through  which  Adams  served  as  collector  was  one  of  unexampled  pecuniary 
distress  to  the  people  of  the  province,  and  of  Boston  in  particular.  Circumstances  more 
trying  to  a  collector  of  taxes  who  was  possessed  of  humane  feelings,  and  was,  at  the  same 
time,  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  a  fiithful  performance  of  his  trust,  are 
hardly  conceivable;  nor  is  it  surprising,  when  we  consider  the  financial  condition  of  the 
people  of  Boston  at  that  time,  that  the  town  records  show  that  none  of  the  tax  collectors 
of  Boston,  during  this  period,  were  able,  fully,  to  collect  the  assessments  committed  to 
them. 

Hostilities  with  the  French,  which  continued  for  nearly  seven  years  of  this  period,  had 
not  only  enormously  increased  the  public  taxes,  but,  by  reason  of  the  incident  embargoes, 
and  captures  of  our  shipping  by  the  enemy,  foreign  and  coastwise  commerce  was  greatly 
interrupted  and  serious  injury  was  wrought  to  the  fisheries.  So,  since,  by  the  policy  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  manufactures  had  been  systematically  discouraged,  the  people  were  left 
to  depend  upon  agriculture  as  the  foundation  of  their  subsistence,  and  as  the  principal 
source  of  whatever  profit  it  was  possible  to  make  above  a  bare  living.  During  this  period, 
too,  the  stringent  measures  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  for  closing  the  affliirs  of  the  Land 
Bank,  distressed.many  of  the  more  considerable  of  the  debtor  class,  and  in-ousht  financial 
embarrassment  and  ruin  to  themselves  and  to  their  principal  creditors.  In  the  midst  of 
these  adversities  the  great  fire  of  1760  occurred,  in  Boston,  by  which  nearly  onc-tcnth  of 
the  town  was  destroyed,  and  the  numl)er  of  dependent  poor  was  greatly  increased. 
Again,  in  1764,  before  the  benefits  arising  from  the  remittances  received  from  England,  for 
reimbursing  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  had  been  diflFuscd  among  all  classes,  the 
small-pox,  which  had  been  constantly  dreaded,  and  never  fully  eradicated,  broke  out  with 
alarming  violence  in  Boston.  Numbers  of  the  inhabitants  fled  from  this  pestilence  to 
the  neighboring  towns,  there  to  remain  until  they  could  return  without  danger  from  con- 
tagion, or  sought  a  permanent  refuge  in  distant  places,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  tax- 
gatherer. 

The  importance  of  the  events  just  referred  to  is  vastly  increased  when  it  is  remembered 
that,  until  the  passage  of  the  provincial  statute  of  1763-64.  chap.  18,  the  law  not  only  re- 
stricted the  collector,  in  enforcing  his  collections,  to  Vi^  single  process  of  distress,  but  left 
him  remediless  in  the  cases  especially  provided  for  by  that  statute.  Indeed,  that  statute 
was  enacted  to  provide  for  the  difflcultics  which  the  collectors  of  taxes  in  Boston  encoun- 
tered during  the  period  we  are  considering.  To  crown  the  list  of  discouraging  circum- 
stances that  beset  the  unfortunate  collectors  at  this  time,  the  parliamentary  stamp-act, 
which  was  to  take  effect  in  November,  1765, —  some  years  before  all  the  arrears  of  taxes 
were  collected, —  rendered  it  impossible,  until  its  repeal,  for  acollectorto  take  a  valid  bond, 
or  to  give  a  sufficient  deed  of  conveyance  of  land  sold  by  him  for  taxes ;  since  the  person 
appointed  stamp  commissioner  refused  the  office,  and  no  stamps  were  issued. 

During  the  time  of  Adams's  service  as  collector  it  was  twice  found  necessary  to  pass 
acts  (1757-58,  chap.  12,  and  1764-65,  chap.  35)  for  the  relief  of  l^ankrupts,  or  to  secure  to 
creditors  the  property  of  insolvent  or  absconding  debtors.  The  lists  of  debtors  proceeded 
against  under  those  acts,  as  shown  in  the  notes  to  the  respective  chapters  (a7ite,  vol.  IV., 
pp.  107and  793)  illustrate,  forcibly,  both  in  the  proportion  of  debtors  belonging  to  Boston — 
being  about  two-fifths  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  persons  against  wiiom  warrants 
were  issued  under  the  latter  act  —  and  in  the  character  and  standing  of  the  debtors,  the 
severity  of  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  merchants  and  business  men  of  Boston,  by  the  causes 
above  stated. 

The  bond  given  by  Adams  as  collector,  was,  by  order  of  the  town,  sued  to  judgment, 
on  appeal  to  the  Superior  Court;  and,  in  March,  1768,  an  execution  was  duly  issued 
against  him  for  £1463.3.10  —  the  amount  of  taxes  uncollected  by  him ;  but  the  levy  of 
this  execution  was  postponed  from  time  to  time,  agreeably  to  the  vote  of  the  town,  until 
it  was  virtually  superseded  I)y  this  act,  which,  probably,  also  had  the  efl^ect  of  staying  pro- 
ceedings upon  a  warrant  of  distress,  which  the  province  treasurer  issued  against  Adams, 
for  the  province's  share  of  the  taxes  committed  to  him,  and  which,  against  the  entreaty 
of  the  town,  expressed  in  a  formal  vote,  he  had  ordered  the  sheriff  to  serve. 

The  persistent  purpose  —  of  which  this  act  was  the  final  manifestation  —  which  the  town 
of  Boston  evinced  to  protect  Mr.  Adams  from  the  extreme  operation  of  the  laws  against 
defective  collectors ;  their  election  of  him  to  the  House  of  Representatives  while  proceed- 
ings against  him  as  collector  were  pending;  his  poverty,  and  his  reputation  for  inflexible 
integrity,  even  among  his  political  enemies,  are  all  as  inconsistent  with  the  charge  against 
him  clearly  implied  in  the  words  used  by  Hutchinson,  as  is  the  passage,  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, of  this  act,  and  its  approval  by  Gov.  Bernard,  who  certainly  had  no  motive  for  join- 
ing in  any  improper  scheme  to  relieve  him  from  responsibility  for  .a  culpable  delinquency; 
and  it  is  only  an  act  of  justice  to  the  memory  of  Adams  to  say  that  neither  the  historian, 
nor  the  contemporary  records,  furnish  any  evidence  to  rebut  the  presumption  that  his  ill 
Buccess  as  a  collector  was  excusable,  if  not  unavoidable. 
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Chap.  5.    " the  principal  matters,  the  supply  of  the  treasury,  and  the  tax,  were 

kept  off  until  the  dcay  before  the  session  ended.  In  the  meantime,  they  [the  Assembly] 
went  on,  as  they  judged  convenient,  with  other  matters,  which  appeared  to  them  of 
great  importance.    *    *    * 

Upon  this  message,  they  resolved,  that  all  private  business  should  subside,  and  that  the 
house  would  proceed  to  the  publick  business  of  the  session. 

Having  completed  their  supply  and  tax  bills,  and  made  choice  of  an  agent  for  the  pro- 
vince, and  settled  his  instructions,  they  passed  on  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  an  answer  to  the  two  messages  from  the  Governor,  which,  as  appears  by  their 
journal,  was  unanimously  accepted,  when  eighty-three  members  were  present."  — 
HidchinsorC s  Hist.  Mass.  Bar/,  vol.  3,  pp.  240  mid  244. 

Chap.  6.  "Junes,  1768.  A  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ipswich  and 
Towns  adjacent— Setting  forth,  That  the  Fishery,  which  hath  heretofore  been  of  great 
Service  to  them  is  now  much  obstructed  by  reason  of  the  Mill  Dams  erected  across  Ips- 
wich River  and  the  Towns  above.  And  praying  that  suitable  Provision  may  be  made  by 
Law  for  opening  Passages  through  the  said  Dams  and  for  regulating  the  times  for  taking 
the  Fish  that  may  pass  up  and  down  the  said  River  and  the  Streams  leading  thereto. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the  sev- 
eral Proprietors  of  Mills  on  all  the  Streams  and  Branches  on  the  River  witliinmentioned  by 
reading  to  one  of  the  principal  Proprietors  of  each  Mill  an  attested  Copy  of  this  Petition  to 
shew  cause  on  Thursday  the  W^  instant  why  the  prayer  should  not  be  gr.nnted. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVII., p.  329. 

"June  17,  1768.  In  Council.  The  Petition  of  sundiy  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Ips- 
wieb,  Read  again  together  with  the  Answer  of  sundry  Proprietors  of  mills  there  and  the 
Papers  accompanying  the  same :  And  Ordered  that  William  Brattle  and  Gamaliel  Brad- 
ford Esq"  with  such  as  the  honi^'e  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  into 
consideration  and  report. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concnr'd  &  Col"  Gerrish,  M'  Hall  &  Col" 
Fowle  are  joined."  —  Ibid.,  p.  364. 

"June  21,  1768.  The  Committee  appointed  the  17">  instant  on  a  Petition  from  sundry 
Inhabitants  of  Ipswich  made  report  whereupon  the  following  Order  passed  viz'  — 

In  Council.  The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  the  17"'  instant  upon  the  Petition 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ipswich  &c  was  read  and  thereupon  Ordered  That  William  Brattle 
and  Royall  Tyler  Esq"  with  such  as  the  honW<=  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  repair 
to  and  view  the  premises  and  Report  what  is  proper  for  this  Court  to  do  thereon  at  the 
charge  of  the  Petitioners. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred,  and  M''  Phillips,  Col°  Gerrish  & 
Maj'"  Frye  are  joined."  —  Ibid.,  p.  370. 

"  Apr.  26,  1770.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  the  Sum  of  five 
pounds,  seventeen  shillings  be  paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  in  full  discharge  of  the  an- 
nexed account  to  the  persons  following,  viz'  to  the  honb'"  William  Brattle  Esq'  £1 :  18s. 
To  Joseph  Gerrish  Esq-"  £1 :  13s.  To" Samuel  Phillips  Esq-^  £1 :  — To  Joseph  Frye  Esq' 
£1:  6s  being  in  the  whole  five  pounds,  seventeen  shillings— And  that  the  said  sum  be 
laid  on  the  Towns  of  Ipswich,  Middleton,  Reading,  Boxford  and  Danvers  in  the  next  Tax 
Act  in  proportion  as  the  Province  Tax  is  laid. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  JjieiiK  Governor."  — Ibid.,  vol. 
XXVIIL, p.  219. 

Chap.  8.  One  of  the  royal  instructions  issued  to  the  several  governors,  as  has  been  in- 
timated in  a  form-er  note  (1768,  chap.  1,  note),  expressly  required  that,  during  the  absence 
of  the  governor,  with  leave,  one-half  of  the  usual  annual  allowance  to  the  governor  should 
be  abated,  and  paid  to  the  lieutenant-governor;  but  the  representatives  had  uniformly 
disregarded  this  instruction  as  wholly  unauthorized,  and  as  an  infringement  upon  the 
rights  of  the  people.  A  compliance  with  it,  therefore,  was  not  expected  by  Hutchinson  at 
this  time,  even  to  the  extent  of  a  grant  for  his  support  of  full  one-half  of  the  allowance 
customarily  made  to  the  governor.  The  following  messages  which  passed  between  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  House,  and  the  correspondence  between  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor and  the  Secretary  of  State,  show  why  the  bill  was  assented  to  by  Hutchinson  not- 
withstanding its  nonconformity  to  the  terms  of  the  royal  instructions. 

Apr.  11, 1770.  The  Secretary  went  down  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  the  fol- 
lowing Message  from  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  viz' 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  — 

The  Kings  Instructions  to  the  Governors  of  this  Province  relative  to  a  Salary  and  the 
enga.gements  which  have  been  repeatedly  made  by  the  Representatives  of  the  people  upon 
the  same  subject  are  so  well  known  to  many,  and  I  presume  to  most  of  the  Members  of 
the  House,  that  it  may  rather  be  wondered  at  that  I  have  been  so  long  silent  at  your 
delay  to  make  provision  for  my  support,  than  that  I  now  take  any  notice  of  it.  It  is  near 
nine  months  since  I  came  to  the  Chair,  my  Expences  from  various  causes  have  necessarily 
exceeded  those  of  any  Lieutenant  Governors  my  predecessors  when  they  have  been  in  the 
Chair.  If  my  services  have  fallen  short  it  is  not  owing  to  want  of  application;  my  whole 
time  being  taken  up  in  Public  business  to  the  neglect  of  all  private  affairs,  nor  is  it  owing 
to  want  of  disposition,  it  being  my  sincere  desire  and  endeavour  whilst  I  have  opportunity 
in  this  Station  to  promote  the  Interest  of  the  Province. 

I  may  not  any  longer  omit  recommending  to  you  seriously  to  consider  whether  your 
thus  distinguishing  me  from  those  who  have  gone  before  me  and  laying  me  under  a  nec- 
essitv  of  postponing  the  part  I  am  to  take  in  the  business  of  the  General  Court,  may  not 
hereafter  be  improved  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Government.  If  I  had  nothing  more  in 
view  than  pecuniary  advantage  to  myself,  with  less  difficulty  I  might  have  refrained  from 
sending  you  this  Message,  t  have  higher  motives,  my  Duty  to  the  King  and  a  regard  to 
the  public  Interest. — T.  Hutchinson."  —  Council  Rccords,vol.  XXVIIL, p.  L'j3. 
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"Apr.  13, 1770.  Mf  Hancock  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
waited  on  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  with  the  following  Message  viz'. — 

May  it  please  your  Honor  — 

Your  Message  of  the  11  Instant  laid  before  this  House  has  been  duly  considered,  and  in 
answer  thereto  we  would  acquaint  your  Honor,  that  the  House  had  before  assigned  Thurs- 
day next  to  take  under  consideration  a  Grant  to  his  Majesty  for  the  support  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief.  We  conceive  that  nothing  contained  in  the 
Message  affords  sutHcient  ground  for  an  alteration  of  that  assignment.  The  House  there- 
fore do  not  think  it  proper  to  postpone  the  Business  of  the  Government  now  lying  before 
them  for  the  purpose  of  considering  of  that  Grant.  At  the  time  appointed  we  shall  con- 
sider the  matter  with  all  that  attention  which  the  Duty  we  owe  to  the  King  and  our  regard 
to  the  public  welfare  shall  require."  —  Ibid.,  p.  162, 

"My  Lord,  The  House  of  Representatives  having  delayed  making  any  Grant  for  the 
support  of  the  Lieut.  Governor,  I  let  them  know  that  I  must  postpone  the  part  I  am  to 
take  in  any  of  their  Acts  until  they  have  done  it.  They  passed  it  over  another  week  con- 
trary to  the  engagements  of  former  Assemblies  when  the  dispute  about  a  fixed  Salary  was 
subsisting.  I  hear  they  have  made  a  grant  today  of  £550.  only  but  whether  it  is  intended 
as  a  Salary  for  the  nine  months  I  have  been  in  the  chair  or  whether  it  is  intended  likewise 
to  look  forward  1  am  not  yet  informed.  I  have  no  reason  to  expect  a  Salary  from  them 
equal  to  my  necessary  expenccs."  —  Extract  from  letter  of  Lieut. -Gov.  Hutchinson  to  Lord 
Hillsborough,  Apr.  19,  1770:  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  2. 

"For  near  30  years  they  have,  without  an}'^  instance  to  the  contrary,  made  a  Grant  for 
the  Salary  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  the  opening  of  the  Session ;  to  the  Governor  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Year  to  look  forward  the  whole  j'ear ;  to  the  Lt.  Governor  twice  a  year 
to  look  forward  half  a  year  only.  Although  this  is  not  agreeable  to  the  letter  of  the  In- 
struction, yet  as  all  preceding  Lieut.  Governors  had  taken  it  in  that  manner  I  could  expect 
no  more  from  them.  They  had  an  apprehension  that  I  should  receive  Instructions  to  lay 
before  them  matters  which  might  occasion  a  sudden  dissolution  and  therefore  refused  to 
make  any  Grant,  although  I  put  them  in  mind  of  a  Declaration  of  an  Assembly  soon  after 
the  year"l730,  that  if  any  future  Assembly  should  refuse  such  Grant  they  would  justly 
incur  His  Majesty's  displeasure.  «  *  *  *  Three  or  four  days  before  tlieir  dissolution 
they  passed  a  Bill  for  granting  to  me  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  only  for  past  and 
future  services.  This  if  it  be  understood  to  look  forward  to  June  only  when  there  must 
be  a  new  Assembly  amounts  to  between  four  hundred  and  ninety  and  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling  per  annum.  I  had  ordered  the  Secretary  to  lay  none  of  their  Acts  before  me  until 
they  had  passed  this.  A  dissolution  without  doing  any  business  at  all  would  have  grati- 
fied the  Leaders  because  it  would  have  increased  the  present  confusion.  They  kept  the 
Bill  a  day  or  two  upon  their  Table.  *****  The  longer  we  go  on  in  this  way 
■without  check  from  tlie  supreme  authority  the  fiirther  the  infection  spreads." — Extracts 
from  letter  of  Gov.  Hutchinson.,  tonHlsborough,  Apr.  27,  1770:  ibid. 

"  The  Grant  to  the  Lieut.  Governor  if  it  be  supposed  to  look  forward  to  June  is  equal 
to  one  half  the  sum  for  many  years  past  granted  to  the  Governor." — Remarks  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  by  Lieut-Gov.  Hutchinson,  May  24,  1770 :  ibid.,  O.  o.,  4. 

In  the  third  session  of  the  following  year  (Nov.  13, 1770)  a  bill,  which  originated  in  the 
House,  was  passed  to  been  acted  by  the  Council,  granting  £325.for  the  support  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor. Hutchinson  withheld  his  assent  from  this  bill,  and,  while  giving  no  rea- 
sons therefor  to  the  Assembly,  despatched  a  letter  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  under  date  of 
Nov.  20, 1770,  in  wliich  the  following  passage  occurs  :  — 

"They  made  a  Grant  of  £325— lawful  money  for  the  supportoftheLieut.GoV,  as  a 
recompence  for  his  past  services  and  likewise  to  look  forward  The  sum  was  so  inconsid- 
erable that  I  could  not  consent  to  it."  —  Ibid.,  O.  o.,  14. 

In  his  speech  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourtli  session,  Hutchinson,  among  other  matters, 
informed  the  Assembly  that  he  had  received  a  commission  as  governor  of  the  province, 
but  made  no  request  for,  or  allusion  to  the  subjects  of,  a  grant  for  his  support.  The  House 
postponed  their  answer  to  this  speech  for  aliout  three  weeks,  during  which  time  two  bills 
were  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches ;  one,  granting  £506,  in  full  for  his  services  as 
lieutenant-governor,  and  the  other,  granting  £1300  for  his  support  during  the  ensuing 
year.  These  bills  were  passed  April  12;  and,  five  days  later,  the  House  was  informed  by 
the  Secretary  that  they  had  not  been  passed  upon  by  the  Governor.  Eight  days  later  still, 
the  Secretary  replied  to  an  application  made  to  him  by  the  House,  that  the  "  bills  had  been 
laid  before  his  Excellency,  and  that  he  could  not  say  whether  his  Excellency  had  pass'd 
upon  them."  Thereupon  the  following  messages  passed  between  the  House  and  the  Gov- 
ernor,—  the  message  of  the  House. having  been  prepared  by  a  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose  the  day  before  :  — 

*'  Apr.  25, 1771,  M''  Adams  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  following  message  viz.'  — 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

The  House  of  Representatives  after  enquiry  of  the  Secretary  cannot  be  made  certain 
■whether  you  have  yet  given  your  assent  to  two  Bills  which  were  laid  before  your  Excel- 
lency early  in  this  Session  :  The  one  for  granting  the  Sum  of  five  hundred  and  six  pounds 
for  your  Services  when  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief;  and  the  other  for 
granting  the  usual  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  pounds  to  enable  your  Excellency,  as  Gov- 
ernor, to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  this  Province. 

And  as  your  Excellency  was  not  pleased  to  give  your  assent  to  another  Bill  passed  in 
the  last  Session  of  this  Assembly  for  granting  the  Sum  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds  for  your  Services  when  in  the  Chair,  as  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  House  are  ap- 
prehensive that  you  are  under  some  restraint :  and  they  cannot  account  for  it  upon  any 
other  principle  but  your  having  provisitm  for  your  support  in  some  new  and  nnprccedctitcd 
manner.  If  the  apprehensions  of  the  House  are  not  groundless,  they  are  soUicitous  to  be 
made  certain  of  it  before  an  end  is  put  to  the  present  Session  and  think  it  their  duty  to 
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pray  your  Excellency  to  inform  them,  whether  any  provision  is  made  for  year  support  as 
Governor  of  this  Province  independent  of  his  Majesty's  Commons  in  it." — Council  Rec- 
ords, vol.  XXVIII.fP.  554. 

"  Apr.  26,  1771.  The  Secretary  went  down  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  the 
following  Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  viz' — 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  — 

I  could  not,  consistent  with  my  duty  to  the  King,  give  my  assent  to  the  Bill  passed  the 
last  Session  for  granting  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  for  my  support.  Before 
the  close  of  the  present  iSession  I  shall  assent  to  or  reject  the  Bills  which  shall  have  passed 
the  two  Houses,  as  it  shall  appear  to  me  the  same  duty  requires  of  me. 

You  are  sollicitous  to  be  informed  whether  any  provision  is  made  for  my  support  as 
Governor  of  the  Province  independent  of  his  Majesty's  Commons  in  it.  By  the  expres- 
sions his  Majestrfs  Commons  I  suppose  you  would  be  understood  to  intend  the  House  of 
Representatives.  I  must  observe  to  you  that  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  our  Supreme 
Legislature  have  determined  it  to  be  expedient  to  enable  his  majesty  to  make  a  certain 
and  adequate  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Civil  Government  in  the  Colonies  as  his 
majesty  shall  judge  necessary. 

I  will  not  enter  into  a  dispute  with  you  upon  the  propriety  of  this  provision.  It  may 
not  however  be  amiss  to  acquaint  j'ou  that  I  have  not  received  the  full  Instructions  and 
other  appendages  to  his  Majesty's  Commission,  vvhich  I  have  reason  to  expect.  When  I 
shall  receive  them  I  will  communicate  such  parts  of  them  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
as  I  shall  think  for  his  majesty's  Service. 

In  the  mean  time  I  am  the  only  sufferer  by  declining  or  delaying  my  assent  to  any  Bills 
for  my  support,  and  I  think  your  Constituents  will  not  blame  me  for  being  willing  to 
avoid  burdening  them  with  this  support  by  the  increase  of  the  Tax  upon  their  Polls  and 
Estates,  while  there  is  any  probability  that  it  may  have  been  provided  for  in  another  way. 

T.  Hutchinson."  —  Ibid. p.  567. 

The  governor  had  written  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  the  day  before  the  Assembly  convened, 
that  he  had  "  avoided  asking  or  receiving  any  Grant  from  the  Government  since  April 
last,"  and  that  he  should  continue  to  do  so.  \^Iass.  Archives,  t'o^.  27,  ^.  141.]  But  he 
made  no  such  declaration  of  his  intention  to  the  Assembly. 

"  There  are  five  Bills  to  which  I  refused  my  assent.  My  reasons  for  not  assenting  to 
the  two  for  the  Governor's  support  are  contained  in  my  Answer  to  the  Message  of  the 
House  to  me  upon  the  subject."  —  Extract  from  letter  of  Hutchinson  to  Hillsborough, 
May,\n\  :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.",  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  15. 

The  next  year  another  allowance  of  £1300  for  the  Governor's  support,  was  granted  by 
the  Assembly  at  its  first  session,  in  a  bill  which,  on  the  13th  of  June,  was  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, in  the  House,  and,  subsequently,  passed  to  be  enacted  in  the  Council.  This  bill 
failed  for  want  of  the  Governor's  assent  and  the  subject  again  came  up  in  the  Legislature  of 
1772 ;  whereupon  the  following  messages  ensued :  — 

"  June  9,  1772,  M""  Hancock  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  following  Message  Vi^' — 

May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

The  House  of  Representatives  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  a  motion  was 
made  on  the  first  Friday  of  this  Session  to  assign  a  time  for  the  consideration  of  a  suitable 
Grant  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  Governor  of  the  Province.  But  it  being  suggested 
to  the  House  that  your  Excellency  was  not  pleased  the  last  Year  to.give  your  consent  to 
a  Bill  which  passed  both  Houses  of  Assembly  in  their  first  Session  for  granting  the  sum 
of  Thirteen  hundred  pounds  for  the  Support  of  your  Excellency,  the  House  thought 
proper  to  direct  the  attendance  of  the  Secretary  to  give  information  touching  this  matter; 
who  expressly  said  that  your  Excellency  did  not  give  3'our  consent  to  s*  Bill 

This  House  is  wholly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  that  measure ;  unless  provision  is  made 
for  the  support  of  your  Excellency  otherwise  than  by  the  Grants  and  Acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Province. 

By  the  Royal  Charter  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  General  Assembly  to  make  adequate 
provision  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  Government  of  this  Province,  and  every  Act  for 
the  making  such  provision  is  to  be  originated  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  support  of  his  Majesty's  Governor  of  the  Province  is  an  important  part  of  the  sup- 
port of  his  Majestys  Government  here. 

If  provision  is  made  for  thcrsupport  of  your  Excellency  otherwise  than  by  the  Grants 
and  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  it  is  absolutely  requisite  that  this  House  should  be 
acquainted  with  it.  They  therefore  pray  that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  inform 
them,  whether  provision  is  made  for  the  support  of  your  Excellency  as  Governor  of  this 
Province  in  any  way  and  manner  other  than  has  been  heretofore  used  and  practiced,  to 
wit,  by  the  Grants  and  Acts  of  the  General  Assemljly ;  and  if  it  is  so,  in  what  way  & 
manner  that  provision  is  ma.de."  —  Coimcil  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  247. 

"June  13,  1772.  The  Secretary  went  down  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  the 
following  Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  Viz' — 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  — 

By  inspecting  the  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  in  April 
1771,  you  will  find  that,  in  Answer  to  a  Message  from  the  House,  I  then  observed  that  his 
Majestj'  has  been  enabled  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  to  make  a  certain  &  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  the  civil  Government  in  the  Colonies  as  his  Majesty  shall  judge 
necessary. 

I  am  now  able  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  make 
provision  for  my  support  in  the  station  in  which  he  has  thought  fit  to  place  me,  and  as  this 
is  judged  to  be  an  adequate  support,  I  must  conclude  it  cannot  be  his  Majestys  pleasure 
that,  without  his  special  permission,  which  has  not  yet  been  signified  to  me,  I  should 
accept  of  any  Grant  from  the  Province  in  consideration  of  the  ordinary  services  of  Gov- 
ernment done  or  to  be  done  by  me.  T  Hutchinson." 
—Ibid.,  p.  266. 
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"  June  17, 1772.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  that  M^  Hancock,  M'  In- 
gcrsoll,  Cap*  Ilcath,  Coll"  Murray  and  M'  Phillips  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  the  hon'''* 
Board  with  the  following  Message. 

May  it  please  the  lloii"^'"  Board 

The  House  of  Representatives  early  in  this  Session  thought  it  necessary  previous  to 
tlicir  mailing  a  Grant  for  the  support  of  his  ISlajestys  Governor  of  the  Province,  to  order  a 
Message  to  liis  Excellency  requesting  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  inform  them  whether 
provision  wrs  made  for  that  purpose  otherwise  than  by  the  Grants  and  Acts  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  to  which  ho  was  pleased  to  return  an  answer,  and  as  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  that  the  Sulyect  matter  of  his  Excellency's  answer  very  nearly  affects  the 
Constitution  of  this  Province,  they  have  directed  that  Copies  of  the  said  Message  and 
Answer  be  laid  before  the  Hone's  Board  that  they  if  they  please  may  take  them  into  con- 
sideration and  act  thereon  as  they  may  judge  best."  —  Ibid.,}}.  268. 

"July  13,  1772.  Major  Hawley  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  following  Message  Viz^  — 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

The  House  of  Representatives,  after  the  most  deliberate  consideration  of  your  Message 
of  the  13"i  of  June,  are  of  Opinion  that  the  making  provision  for  your  Excellencys  sup- 
port in  the  station  in  which  his  Majestys  has  been  pleased  to  place  you  as  Governor  of  this 
Province,  independent  of  the  Grants  and  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  and  your  Excel- 
lencys receiving  the  same,  is  an  infraction  upon  the  Rights  granted  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Province  by  the  Royal  Charter  and  in  derogation  of  the  freedom  of  the  Civil  Constitu- 
tion. This  House  is  ready  with  chearfulness  to  make  the  usual  annual  Grant  and  other 
ordinaiy  provision,  provided  your  Excellency  will  recieve  the  same  for  your  whole  support 
as  Governor  of  the  Province.  — 

Your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  signify  to  the  House  your  Opinion,  that  you 
cannot  without  his  Majesty's  special  permission  recieve  any  Grant  from  the  Province  for 
your  support  as  Governor.  If  j'our  Excellency  is  fully  determined  in  this  opinion,  We 
pr.ay  that  3'ou  would  make  application  to  his  Majesty  that  he  would  he  graciously  pleased 
to  give  further  Orders,  whereby  you  may  without  any  restraint  receive  yonr  support  from 
this  Government  according  to  ancient  and  invariable  usage."  —  Ibid.,  p.  331. 

Upon  receiving  his  commission  as  governor,  if  not  before,  Hutchinson  took  possession  of 
the  house  provided  by  the  province  for  the  residence  of  its  governors.  The  province-house 
was  out  of  repair;  and  the  following  votes,  and.  communications  between  the  Governor 
and  the  Representatives,  show  that,  notwithstanding  their  suspicions  that  the  Governor  was 
expecting  to  receive  his  support  from  the  royal  treasury,  the  Legislature  evinced  a  dispo- 
sition to  mako  necessary  repairs;  but  that,  as  soon  as  it  was  certainly  known  that  the 
Governor  had  consented  to  receive  a  salary  from  the  crown,  his  apphcations  for  expendi- 
ture, even  for  the  preservation  of  this  public  estate,  were  firmly  refused. 

"Apr.  19,  1771.  The  Secretary  went  down  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  the 
following  Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  viz* — Gentleman  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  —  As  my  own  House  in  Boston  is  situated  remote  from  the  centre  of 
the  Town  I  was  urged  by  many  Gentlemen  to  remove  into  the  Province  House  for  the 
convenience  of  the  Inhabitants  in  general  who  have  frequent  occasion  to  visit  me.  I  was 
sensible  that  it  was  much  out  of  Repair,  but  I  had  no  doubt  that  the  Province  would  at 
least  make  it  tcnantable,  and  I  was  pleased  to  find  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
very  soon  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the  state  of  it,  and  to  make  Report ; 
but  I  am  obliged  to  put  you  in  mind,  that  many  months  have  since  passed  and  nothing 
farther  hath  been  done.  The  state  of  the  House  is  notorious  and  remarked  by  all  who 
come  into  it  or  pass  by  it.  The  Council  early  in  the  Winter  advised  to  small  expcnce  to 
stop  the  leaks  and  prevent  pai'ticular  parts  of  the  Buildings  from  total  ruin,  which  has 
saved  to  the  Province  ten  times  the  Sum  expended;  but  unless  a  more  thorough  Repair 
is  made,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  possible  for  me  to  continue  my  Family  in  it:  I  am  sure 
it  will  not  be  for  the  Interest  nor  for  the  reputation  of  the  Province  that  it  should  remain 
in  its  present  state.  I  must  therefore  desire  you  to  take  this  matter  into  your  considera- 
tion and  make  such  provision  as  may  be  necessary.  T.  Hutchinson." 
—  Ibid.,  vol.  XXVIII.,  p.  525. 

"  April  19, 1771.  llis  Excellency's  Message  of  this  Forenoon  was  read  again  according 
to  Order :  Whereupon  a  Motion  was  made  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
Province  House,  view  the  State  thereof,  and  report.  And  the  Question  being  put,  pass'd 
in  the  Negative. 

Upon  a  Motion  the  foregoing  Vote  was  re-considcr'd,  and  Col.  Bowers,  Mr.  Phillips, 
Brigadier  liui/r/ks,  Capt.  Broxon  andCapt.  Heath,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  repair  to 
the  Province  llouse,  view  the  State  thereof,  and  report."  —  House  Journal,  p.  227. 

"Apr.  23,  1771.  The  Committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  Province  House  in  Boston. 
and  view  the  State  thereof,  reported,  that  the  said  House  is  out  of  Repair,  and  that 
Repairs  are  necessary.    Accepted. 

It  was  mov'd  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  order  the  necessary  Repairs  for  the 
Province  House,  and  the  Question  being  put,  pass'd  in  the  Negative. 

It  was  then  mov'd  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  what  Repairs  were  imme- 
diately necessary  to  be  made  on  said  House,  niake  an  Estimate  of  the  Expcnce  thereof, 
and  report,  and  the  Question  being  put,  pass'd  in  the  Affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Worcester,  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Nye,  Mr.  How  and  Mr. 
Bigeloio  of  Weston,  be  a  "Committee  for  that  Purpose,  and  that  the  Committee  sit  forth- 
with."—iWrf.,  p.  237. 

"Apr.  25,  1771.  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  Repairs  are  immediately 
ncccs.'^ary  to  be  made  on  the  Province  House,  and  to  Estimate  the  Expcnce  of  such 
Repairs,  reported,  That  for  the  Preservation  of  said  Building  from  Ruin,  it  was  necessary 
that  the  Roof  and  East  End  thereof  be  speedily  rcpaked,  and  that  the  Expcnce  of  such 
Repairs  would  amount  to  about  Thirty  Pounds. 
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It  was  niov'd  that  conTenient  Repairs  be  made  on  the  Seat  where  his  Excellency  now 
dwells,  and  the  Question  being  put,  pass'd  in  the  Negative. 

It  was  then  niov'd  that  such  Kcpairs  be  made  on  the  Province  House  as  the  Committee 
have  now  reported  to  be  necessary,  and  the  Question  being  put,  pass'd  in  the  Affirmative. 
And  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Ilancock,  and  Mr.  Hall,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  the 
Care  of  the  same." — Ibid., p.  247. 

"  I  urged  them  to  repair  the  Governor's  House  which  is  in  a  very  bad  condition  bnt 
they  have  declined  it  some  of  their  Leaders  intimating  that  if  I  would  carry  the  Court  to 
Boston  they  would  make  it  a  Palace,  but  while  they  dispute  His  Majesty's  authority  to 
cause  the  Court  to  be  held  at  any  place  except  Boston  I  may  not  ask  his  leave  to  hold  it 
there."  — Extract  from  letter  of  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  Lord  Hillsborouffh,  May,  1771 :  "Mass. 
Bay,  B.  7'.,"  fo^.'Sl,  O.  o.,  15. 

"  July  13, 1772.  The  Secretary  went  down  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  the 
fullowing  Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  Viz'. — 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  — 

I  think  it  incunilK'nt  on  me  to  put  you  in  Mind  of  the  ruinous  state  of  the  Province 
House  with  the  Yards,  Outhouses  and  appendages.  I  imagine  it  must  cost  double  the  sum 
to  repair  it  the  next  Year  as  will  be  sufficient  at  present,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  keep  my  Family  there  another  Winter.  It  would  be  most  agreeable 
to  my  inclination  to  reside  wholly  at  my  House  in  the  Country,  and  it  is  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  and  other  persons  ^vho  occasionally 
como  there  and  have  public  business  to  transact,  that  I  spend  so  much  of  time  in  Boston. 
When  the  House  provided  for  the  Governor  is  not  in  a  tenautable  repair,  I  think  there 
can  be  no  exception  if  I  change  the  place  of  my  residence.  T.  Hutchinson." 

—  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX., p.  330. 

"  July  11, 1772.  Mf  Ilancock  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  following  Message  Viz'  — 

May  it  please  yoiu-  Excellency 

In  answer  to  your  ISIessago  of  Yesterday  this  House  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  they  are 
not  uiiapprizcd,  that  the  Province  House  is  out  of  repair,  and  that  expence  might  be  saved 
by  makhig  sueh  repairs  as  are  necessary  as  soon  as  may  be.  But  that  Building  was  pro- 
cured for  the  residence  of  a  Governor,  whose  whole  support  was  to  be  provided  for  by  the 
Grants  and  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  Charter.  And  it 
is  the  Opinion  of  tbis  House  that  it  never  was  expected  by  any  Assembly  of  this  province 
that  it  would  be  appropriated  for  the  residence  of  any  Governor  for  whose  support 
adequate  provision  should  be  made  in  another  way.  — 

Upon  this  consideration  we  cannot  think  it  our  duty  to  make  any  repairs  at  this  time. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assured  that  this  House  is  far  from  being  influenced  by  any 
personal  disrespect:  Should  the  time  come,  which  we  hope  for,  when  your  Excellency 
shall  think  yourself  at  liberty  to  accept  of  your  whole  support  from  this  Province,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  and  invariable  usage,  we  doubt  not  but  you  will  then  find  the  Representa- 
tives of  this  people  ready  to  provide  for  your  Excellency  a  House  not  barely  tenautable 
but  elegant.  In  the  mean  time  as  your  Excellency  receives  from  his  Majesty  a  certain  and 
adequate  support,  we  cannot  have  the  least  Apprehension,  that  you  will  be  so  far  guided 
by  your  own  inclination,  as  that  you  will  made  any  Town  in  the  Province  the  place  of 
your  residence,  but  where  it  shall  be  most  conducive  to  his  Majesty's  Service  &  y^  good 
&  welfare  of  yc  People."  —  Ibid., p.  337. 

"  Feb.  19, 1773.  The  Secretary  went  down  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  the 
following  Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  viz'  — 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  — 

The  Province  House  is  in  a  much  more  ruinous  state  than  when  I  recommended  to  you 
to  make  provision  for  the  repair  of  it  the  last  Session  of  the  General  Court. 

The  present  inconveniences  I  submit  to  by  having  continued  to  reside  in  it  I  hope  will 
have  some  weight  with  you,  but  the  dishonor  which  must  reflect  upon  the  Province  from 
its  appearing  to  be  unfit  for  any  person  to  dwell  in,  I  hope  will  have  much  greater  weight 
with  you  and  induce  you  to  provide  for  its  thorough  repair. 

I  am  well  assured  that  his  Majesty  does  not  expect  from  me  that  any  part  of  my  sup- 
port should  be  applied  to  the  repairs  of  this  House  and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  if  you 
shall  continue  in  your  refusal,  which  I  hope  yon  will  not,  provision  will  be  made  for  the 
decent  residence  of  the  Governor;  —  and  I  do  not  thus  repeatedly  press  you  to  make  this 
provision  for  the  sake  of  my  own  future  convenience,  but  from  a  real  regard  to  the  honor 
and  the  interest  of  the  Province.  T.  HtrxcHiNSON." 

—  Ibid.,  p.  5Q9. 

"  Feb.  25, 1773.  Cap«  Darby  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  following  Message  viz'  — 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

The  House  have  with  great  attention  considered  your  Excellency's  Message  of  the  nine- 
teenth instant  and  beg  leave  to  say,  that  they  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  present  state 
of  the  Province  House,  and  are  sensible  that  it  might  be  repaired  at  a  less  expence  now 
than  in  future. 

The  Governor  of  the  Province  when  this  Building  was  purchased  by  the  Government  for 
his  residence,  was  constitutionally  dependent  upon  the  free  grants  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  for  his  support;  but  as  the  connection  between  the  Governor  and  the  people 
in  this  respect,  is  now  to  the  great  grief  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  so  materially 
altered  this  House  conceive  that  they  are  not  only  not  bound  in  honor  or  justice  but 
that  they  cannot  consistent  with  the  duty  they  owe  their  Constituents  proceed  to  make 
the  repairs  which  your  Excellency  desires  at  this  time. 

The  House  are  so  far  from  being  influenced  liy  any  the  least  personal  dLsrespect,  that 
they  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency,  if  the  time  ^vas  come,  as  they  wish  it  soon 
may,  when  your  Excellency  shall  think  best  to  receive  your  whole  support  fioui  this 
Province,  it  would  give  them  great  pleasure  to  provide  your  Excellency  a  convenient  and 
elegant  House,  sutTi  as  should  be  honorable  to  the  Province  and  suitable  to  the  dignity  of 
the°Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Province." — Ibid.,  p.  526. 
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Chap.  9.  "  This  Act  causes  so  great  a  multiplicatioTi  of  Oaths  that  I  was  ready  to  wish 
it  might  not  he  revived,  but  there  would  be  danger  of  the  People  upon  the  Borders  of  the 
other  Governments  acquiring  a  rehsh  again  for  Paper  Money  and  I  thought  it  advisaltle  to 
consent  to  the  Bill." —  Lietti.-Gov.  Hutchinson,  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  May  24,  1770 :  "Mass. 
Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.?>\,  O.  o.,4. 

"I  have  likewise  perused  and  considered  an  Act  passed  in  the  said  Province  in  the 
same  year  1770  intitlcd:  — 

An  Act  for  effectually  preventing  the  Currency  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  Connecticut, 
New  Hampshire  and  lihode  Island  within  this  Province  Which  I  should  bo  unwilling 
to  report  to  Your  Lordships  altogether  proper  in  point  of  law,  inasmuch  as  it  imposes  an 
oath  on  the  Members  of  His  Maj.  Council,  as  well  as  on  all  Officers  Civil  and  Military. 
Yet  as  the  like  Law  has  passed  before  in  that  Province  and  has  continued  unrepealed  to 
the  end  of  its  term,  probal)ly  because  the  Oath  is  not  made  a  qualification  of  the  Members 
of  the  Council,  and  as  the  intention  of  the  Act  is  certainly  wise  and  well  founded,  it  will 
rest  in  your  Lordships  wisdom  to  determine  how  far  it  maybe  proper  to  continue  an  indul- 
gence upon  the  subject  of  an  Act,  which  I  am  of  opinion  is  not  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of 
this  Kingdom  and  which  furnishes  no  new  precedent."  —  Report  of  Richard  Jackson  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  Feb.  20, 177L  ibid.,  0.  o.,  11.' 

«'  Friday  March_8^  1771 
At  a  Meeting  of  His  Maj'y's  Commissrs  for  Trade  and  Plantations 

Present 
M'  Jenyns.  M'  Fitzherbert 

Lord  Grcville.  M"-  Whately 

Their  Lordships  also  read  and  considered  several  Laws  passed  in  the  Province  of  the 
Vlassachusctts  Bay,  together  with  M''  Jackson's  Report  thereupon,  and  some  doubts  aris- 
ng  as  to  the  propriety  of  one  of  the  said  Acts  entiiuled  '  An  Act  for  effectually  preventing 
)he  Currency  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  Connecticut  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island 
within  this  Province,' it  was  agreed  to  take  the  same  into  further  consideration  on  Wed- 
nesday next.        *  * 

Wednesday  March  IS"'  1771.  Their  Lordships  also  further  considered  a  Law  of  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  '  for  preventing  the  circulation  in  that  Government  of  the 
paper  currency  of  the  Neighbouring  Colonies  *  and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Draught  of  a 
letter  to  the  Governor  on  the  subject  of  the  said  Law  should  be  prepared." — "Trade 
Papers,"  vol.  73,  pp.  65  a7id  68. 

"  Sir,  Amongst  the  laws  signed  by  you  after  Sir  Francis  Bernard  had  left  the  Province, 
there  is  one  for  preventing  the  Currency  in  the  Province  of  Massachusets  Bay  of  the  Bills 
of  Credit  of  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire  &  Rhode  Island,  which  Law,  tho' highly  com- 
mendable in  its  object  does  nevertheless  propose  a  method  for  the  attainment  of  that  object 
the  propriety  of  which  method  We  cannot  but  entertain  some  doubt. 

Your  oljservation  that  it  is  liable  to  objection  as  it  multiplys  oaths,  is  certainly  a  just 
one,  but  the  material  objection  arises,  we  conceive,  out  of  the  nature  of  these  oaths  by 
which  a  new  Test  for  admission  into  Offices  is  established  and  therefore  it  may  well  be 
questioned  whether  the  Legislature  in  adding  other  Tests  than  those  which  are  required 
by  the  Charter,  have  not  exceeded  their  authority  more  especially  as  this  Law  is  made  to 
take  effect  without  the  King's  consent  to  it,  first  obtained. 

We  have  not  however  thought  tit  from  the  general  opinion  we  entertain  of  the  utility  of 
the  law,  to  propose  its  disallowance,  and  the  rather  as  we  observe  that  its  duration  is  lim- 
ited to  three  years,  trusting  that,  if  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  the  continuance  of  any 
such  regulation  shall  be  necessary,  the  object  may  be  provided  for  by  other  measures  less 
liable  to  doubt  and  objection."—  Lords  of  Trade  to  Gov.  Hutchinson,  Mar.  27, 1771 :  "Mass. 
Bay,  B.  T.",  vol.  86,  p.  306. 

"  My  Lords,  I  am  honoured  with  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  27"'  of  March  relative  to 
a  law  to  which  1  gave  my  assent  for  preventing  the  currency  of  the  Bills  of  Connecticut 
&ca  within  this  Province. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  Your  Lordships  that  this  Law  is  nothing  more  than  a  Clause 
of  a  Law  which  was  passed  in  the  Year  1749  for  changing  the  Currency  of  the  Province 
from  paper  to  silver.  It  was  drawn  by  me  being  then  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  first 
draught  had  not  this  clause.  The  Bill  was  rejected  the  principal  Opposers  urging  that 
there  was  not  sufficient  provision  for  preventing  the  currency  of  the  liills  of  the  other 
Governments  and  the  persons  upon  whose  aid  1  depended  to  carry  the  bill  through,  as- 
sured me  they  would  not  afford  it  unless  I  could  bring  in  a  clause  which  would  be  elTect- 
ual  for  this  purpose,  I  knew  that  penalties  to  be  recovered  by  conviction  in  tho  Common 
law  Courts  would  signify  nothing  when  the  general  bent  of  the  people  was  against  them. 
I  could  think  of  no  other  way  to  make  the  Law  execute  itself  but  this  and  by  means  of  it 
I  carried  the  Bill  through.  I  was  in  hopes  that  when  the  People  had  once  been  made  sen- 
sible of  the  benelit  of  a  stable  medium  of  trade  they  would  not  wish  to  return  to  one  which 
was  depreciating  and  uncertain  and  therefore  this  provision  was  temporary,  for  four  years 
only.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  although  the  people  in  general  had  lost  their  attach- 
ment to  paper  money  yet  the  borderers  on  the  other  Governments  continued  to  hanker 
after  it,  therefore  it  was  judged  necessary  by  a  new  law  to  make  a  further  temporary  pro- 
vision of  the  same  nature  and  by  subsequent  laws  it  has  been  continued  down  to  the 
present  day. 

The  il!  tendency  of  multiplying  Oaths  was  all  the  exception  which  occurred  to  me  until 
I  received  your  LordPhips  letter.  I  am  now  convinced  of  the  force  of  Your  Lordship's 
further  objection,  especially  as  such  a  precedent  is  liable  to  be  improved  in  order  to 
exclude  persons  from  Office  who  have  not  some  special  qualifications,  as  well  as  for  a  pen- 
alty merely  for  the  sake  of  deterring  from  particular  offences  I  may  not  however  omit  ob- 
serving to  Your  Lordships  that  the  Currency  of  no  Colony  has  been  so  fixed  as  that  of 
this  Province  for  above  20  years  past  and  it  is  in  fact  the  standard  for  the  other  New  Eng- 
land Governments  and  prevents  the  mischiefs  to  which  their  depreciating  currencies  are 
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incident ;  that  whilst  their  paper  bills  continue  our  people  will  retain  more  or  less  affection 

for  them  and  if  the  restraint  be  taken  off  their  Bills  will  again  creep  in  among  us  and  we 
shall  be  in  danger  of  returnhig  to  a  bad  currency  not  only  to  our  own  hurt  but  to  the  hurt 
of  the  Traders  in  Great  Britain  who  have  commerce  with  us. 

If  I  should  remain  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  until  the  present  Law  expires 
or  is  near  expiring  I  shall  very  readily  conform  to  such  directions  as  may  be  given  me 
with  respect  to  the  continuance  or  discontinuance  of  it." — Gov.  Hutchinson  to  Lords  of 
Trade,  June  11,  1771 :  ibid.,  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  26. 

Chap.  10.  "  June  1,  1768.  In  Council.  Ordered  that  James  Bowdoin,  Harrison  Gray 
and  John  Worthington  Esq"  bo  a  Committee  with  such  as  the  honij'"  House  shall  join  to 
take  into  consideration  the  Petition  of  Benjamin  Hammet  and  others,  and  also  the  circum- 
stances of  all  others  against  whom  Commissions  of  Bankruptcy  were  taken  out,  and  the 
proceedings  thereon  unfinished  on  the  12"'  of  March  last  and  report  what  is  proper  for  this 
Court  to  do  thereon. 

In  the  House  of  Repre'.  Read  and  Nonconcurred." — Council  Records,  vol.  XXVII., 
p.  310. 

"  June  3, 1768.  A.  Petition  of  Ratchliffe  Hellon  of  Taunton  —  Setting  forth.  That  about 
two  years  since  a  Warrant  issued  against  his  Estate  as  an  Insolvent  Debtor,  and  he  deliv- 
ered up  his  Estate  to  Trustees  and  obtained  a  Certificate  from  the  major  part  of  his  Cred- 
itors for  his  discharge  and  presented  the  same  to  two  of  the  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court; 
but  it  happened  to  be  so  near  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  Bankrupt  Act  that  he  could 
not  obtain  the  benefit  of  it.    And  Praying  relief.  — 

In  Council,  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  consideration  of  this  Petition  be  referred  to  the 
next  sitting  of  this  Court. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred."  — Ibid,,  p.  321. 

"  Divers  persons  having  delivered  up  all  their  Effects  into  the  Hands  of  Trustees  by 
force  of  a  temporary  Bankrupt  Act,  which  expired  before  the  Processes  were  finished,  this 
Act  is  necessary  in  "aid  of  the  other  to  prevent  Injury  both  to  the  Bankrupts  &  their  Cred- 
itors."— "Remarks"  by  Lieut. -Gov.  Hutchinson,  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  May  24,  1770: 
"  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  4. 

Chap.W.  "  A  particidar  Act  for  a  new  Plantation  to  correct  Errors  in  their  Proceed- 
ings."—  Ibid. —  See  1776-77,  cliapter  40,  and  note,  ^os^ 

Chap.  12.  "  Most  of  the  Laws  which  are  revived  by  this  Act  have  been  often  revived 
before,  I  know  of  but  one  whichhasbeencomplainedof  and  that  is  the  Act  to  prevent  Stage 
Phiys  and  other  Theatrical  Entertainments.  It  would  have  given  a  handle  to  the  factions 
if  I  had  refused  my  consent  to  it.  The  Bill  was  passed  to  continue  Ten  years  but  as  I  had 
not  time  sufficiently  to  consider  all  the  Laws  they  altered  It  to  three  years."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  13.  "  Divers  Acts  of  this  sort  respecting  other  Religious  Societies  are  in  force 
and  found  expedient."  —  Ibid. 

"  Apr.  29,  1779.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  "Whereas  in  and  by  a  Law  of  this 
State  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Seventy, 
entitled,  An  Act  to  impower  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Newbury  Port,  belonging  to 
the  several  religious  Societies  within  the  same,  to  raise  Money  for  defraying  Ministerial 
and  necessary  Charges,  it  is,  among  other  things,  enacted,  that  the  Proprietors  of  the  re- 
spective Meeting-Houses  in  said  Town  of  Newburj'-Port,  determine  how  nuich  each  Pew 
or  part  of  a  Pew  in  any  Meeting  House  within  said  Town  shall  pay  towards  defraying 
Parish  Charges,  whereby  some  Proprietors  of  Pews  in  said  Town  are  obliged  to  pay 
towards  the  support  of  the  Ministry  in  places  where  they  do  not  attend  Public  Worship, 
contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  said  Act.    Therefore 

Resolved,  that  no  Proprietor  of  any  Pew,  or  part  of  a  Pew  in  any  Meeting  House  within 
said  Town  of  Newbury  Port,  shall  be  held  to  pay  Taxes  laid  on  anj'  such  Pew  for  the 
support  of  the  Ministry  or  for  dcfreying  any  other  Parish  Charges,  unless  such  Proprietor 
or  his  Family  attend  public  Worship  at  the  Meeting  House  in  which  such  Pew  or  part  of 
a  Pew  is  situated. 

And  whereas  Doubts  have  arisen  upon  the  aforesaid  Act,  whether  the  Non-Proprietors 
of  Pews  in  said  Meeting  Houses  have  a  right  to  give  their  Votes  in  Parish  Affairs,  although 
many  of  such  Non-Proprietors  pay  large  Sums  towards  the  support  of  the  Ministry  in  said 
Societies.    Therefore 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  that  all  and  every  person  or  Persons, qualified  to  Vote  in  Parish- 
Afiairs,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  fully  impowered  to  give  their  Votes  for  raising  and  ap- 
propriating Monies  to  be  rais-ed  for  defraying  Ministerial  and  otiier  Incidental  Charges  in 
the  Societies  where  such  Person  or  Persons  usually  attend  Public  Worship  within  said 
Town  of  Newbury-Port ;  any  Law,  Usage  or  Custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  — 
In  Council  Read  "and  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Council 
Records,  vol.  XXXIX.,  p.  229. 

Chap.  14.  "  Provision,  like  to  what  is  made  by  this  Act  for  restraining  fishery  in  this 
River,  is  made  by  other  Acts  in  many  parts  of  the  Province." — "  Remarks"  to  the  Lords  * 

of  Trade,  by  Lieut.-Gov.  Hutchinson,  May  24,  1770 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.",  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  4. 

Chap.  15.  "  Nov.  7, 1766.  A  Petition  of  Thomas  Wilder  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  of 
the  Town  of  Wincbcndon  — Setting  forth.  That  at  a  Legal  Meeting  of  the  said  Proprie- 
tors, on  the  4"' June  last  held  at  said  Winchcndon,  they  did  agree  and  Vote  that- a  Tax 
of  one  penny  p^  Acre  should  be  raised  upon  all  the  Lands  allotted  out :  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioner should  wait  on  this  Court  for  their  Sanction  to  said  Vote.  And  praying  that  the 
said  proprietors  may  be  enabled  to  assess  and  collect  said  Tax  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
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pay  the  Debts  they  have  contracted  for  supporting  the  public  "Worship  and  defraying  other 
charges  contracted  before  the  Town  was  incorporated. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Resolved  That  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  so  far 
granted  That  the  Tax  of  one  penny  P"'  Acre  for  one  year  voted  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
said  Wlnchendon  the  fourth  day  of  June  last,  be  and  hereby  is  confirmed :  And  that  the 
Assessors  or  Constables  or  Collectors  in  said  Winchcndou  are  hereby  respectively  author- 
ized and  irapowered  to  assess  and  collect  the  same.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred. 
Consented  to  by  the  (jovernor."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVI.,  p.  317 ■ 

"June  10, 17(37.  A  Petition  of  Daniel  Stimpson  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Winchendon  —  settinir  forth  their  inability  by  reason  of  the  smallness  of  their  numbers 
and  their  poverty,  and  the  non  settlement  of  many  Rights  of  Land  there  to  pay  their  vari- 
ous Taxes  for  the  settlement  of  a  minister,  making  Roads,  Bridges  &c  And  praying 
That  a  Tax  of  one  penny  ^  acre  may  be  laid  on  all  the  Land  of  said  Town  for  the  space 
of  three  years  for  the  payment  of  said  Taxes. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  That  the  nonresident  proprietors  of  the 
Town  of  Winchendon  be  notified  by  the  Petitioner  by  inserting  the  substance  of  the  Peti- 
tion in  two  of  the  Boston  newspapers  three  weeks  successively  to  shew  cause  on  the  sec- 
ond Thursday  of  the  next  Session  of  this  Court  why  the  prayer  should  not  be  granted. 
And  that  the  delinquent  Proprietors  be  also  notified  at  the  same  time  to  shew  cause  why 
they  have  not  coraplyed  with  the  conditions  of  their  Settlement.  In  Council,  Read  and 
Concurred."  — Ibid.,  vol.  XX  VII.,  p.  38. 

"  July  14,  1769.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Winchendon  in  the  County  of  Worces- 
ter by  their  agent  Abel  Wilder  — Setting  forth  That  some  years  ago  the  General  Court 
granted  a  Tax  of  four  pence  an  Acre  on  all  the  divided  Lands  in  the  said  Town,  but  as 
there  is  no  Law  now  in  being  whereby  they  can  enforce  the  Payment  thereof.  Praying 
that  an  Act  may  be  passed  for  that  purpose.  And  also  praying  that  the  Province  Tax 
laid  upon  the  said  Town  for  the  year  1767  (which  they  are  unable  to  pay  by  means  of  the 
great  expence  they  have  been  at  in  settling  a  minister  and  otherwise)  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  That  the  consideration  of  this  Petition  be 
referred  to  the  next  Session  of  this  Court,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  Province  Treas- 
urer be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  not  to  issue  his  Execution  for  the  Tax  assessed  upon 
the  Town  of  Winchendon  for  the  year  1767.  —  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented 
to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  XXVIII , p.  71. 

•'  This  Act  was  thought  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  an  order  of  the  General  Court 
for  raising  Moneys  by  a  Tax  on  the  Lands  within  a  particular  Township."  —  "  Remarks  " 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  by  Lieut.-Gov.  Hutchinson,  May  24,  1770  :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol. 
81,  O.  0.,  4. 

Chap.  16.  "  In  Council  Febr.  17. 1768,  whereas  divers  offences  are  by  the  Laws  of  this 
Province  made  Capital,  in  which  Laws  the  Benefit  of  Clergy  (altho' not  intended,  as 
may  reasonably  be  supposed,  to  be  allow'd  by  the  Legislature)  is  not  by  express  words 
taken  away;  By  reason  whereof  divers  of  such  offenders  have  &  may  escape  Justice, 
unless  Provision  bv  Law  he.  made  for  preventing  the  same : 

Therefore  Order'd  that  William  Brattle  and  Samuel  White  Esq",  with  such  as  may  be 
joyned  by  the  llon^''"  House,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  &  Report  what  may  be  proper 
for  this  Court  to  do  thereon.  '  _ 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jno  Cotton  D.  Secry 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb'>'25t'i  1768  Read  and  Coneured  and  Brigd''  Rug- 
gles  Mr.  Otis  &  Mf  Hancock  are  Joyn'd  in  y®  Affair 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  T    Cushing    Spk^"  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol. 

14,  p.  507. 

"  The  Secretary  delivered  the  following  Message  from  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
to  the  two  Houses  respectively  vizj  — 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives  — 

Burglaries  and  Thefts  have  been  so  frequently  committed  within  these  few  years  past 
in  the  Town  of  Boston  especially  that  it  seems  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  make  further 
provision  for  the  punishment  of  those  offences. 

Our  Laws  which  respect  Burglary  are  very  incoiTcct  and  are  so  construed  that  they  fail 
of  the  Effect  which  it  is  probable  tlie  Legislators  intended  they  should  have. 

The  punishment  of  Larceny  or  Theft  is  inconsiderable  and  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  that 
bad  people  frequently  come  into  this  Province  from  other  Governments,  where  the  offence 
is  punished  with  Death,  meerly  for  the  sake  of  committing  it  here,  at  the  risque  only  of  a 
small  Fine  or  light  corporal  punishment.  I  cannot  therefore  avoid  recommending  to  you 
to  take  these  l,aws  into  your  consideration  and  make  such  amendments  or  alterations  as 
shall  appear  to  be  neccssaiy. 

Cambridge 27  March  1770.  T,  Htjtchinson 

,  In  the  House  of  Representatives-  _Ordered  that  Col°.  Williams  of  Hatfield,  Maj'.  Hawley 
a*nd  Mf  Leonard  with  such  as  the  honble  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Mes- 
sage into  consideration  and  report.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  Samuel  Danforth 
and  William  Sever  Esq'?  are  joined  in  the  affair."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVIII., 
p.  101. 

"  Burglary  liy  an  Act  of  the  Province  4  W.  &  M.  for  the  first  and  second  offence  was  con- 
sidered as  a  trespass  only.  By  an  Act  of  Geo.  I. Burglary  was  made  Capital  but  Clergy 
is  not  expressly  taken  away.  The  benefit  of  Clergy  was  never  claimed  until  about"  3 
or  6  years  ago.  Since  that  in  divers  Instances  the  Court  have  allowed  Clergy  and  no 
Offendor  has  suffered  death  Burglary  ])y  the  first  Statute  being  made  a  Trespass,  the  Court 
consider  the  second  Statute  as  creating  a  new  felony,  in  which  case  by  the  rule  of  Law, 
Clergy  must  be  allowed  unless  expressly  taken  away.  The  general  term  or  expression 
with  a  felonious  intent  would  not  be  snflicient  because  Larceny  or  Theft  by  the  Province 
Law  ia  only  a  trespass  and  the  Offendor  liable  to  a  small  fine  only  and  light  Corporal 
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punishment."  —  Lieut.-Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  May  24, 1770 :  "  Mass.  Bay, 
B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  4. 

In  the  foregoing  remarks  by  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  his  statement  in  regard 
to  the  benefit  of  clergy,  was  made  solely  with  reference  to  convictions  of  burglary,  under 
the  provincial  statute,  1715-16,  chap.  1.  The  benefit  of  clergy  was  allowed,  even  by  the 
colonial  Court  of  Assistants,  on  conviction  of  manslaughter,  and  by  the  Superior  Court 
of  the  province  on  conviction  of  manslaughter,  bigamy,  and  perhaps  other  felonies.  The 
application  to  the  act  of  1715-16,  of  that  rule  of  construction  by  which  the  benefit  of 
clergy  was  held  not  to  be  denied  by  the  act  because  not  expressly  taken  away,  seems  not 
to  have  occurred  to  the  lawyers  of  the  province  until  sometime  after  1754,  when  Michael 
Fowler  was  executed,  in  Hampshire  County,  for  burglary.  Owing  to  the  imperfection  of 
the  records  of  the  Superior  Court  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  precisely  when  this  claim 
was  first  allowed  in  a  case  of  burglary ;  and  Hutchinson's  statement  must,  therefoi'e,  be 
accepted  as  the  nearest  approximation  to  the  time  now  possible.  In  1763,  Philip  Robin- 
son, who  was  convicted  of  burglary  in  Suffolk,  was  pardoned;  and,  after  that,  the  juries 
seem  to  have  intentionally  acquitted  persons  indicted  for  burglary,  of  the  breaking  and 
entering,  and  to  have  convicted  them  of  larceny  —  the  formcr'otfence  being  punishable, 
whenever  benefit  of  clergy  was  allowed,  simply  by  branding,  while  the  latter  was  punish- 
able l)y  whipping,  a  payment  to  the  owner  of  treble  the  value  of  the  property  stolen  and 
an  alternative  sentence  of  servitude  for  a  term  of  years,  in  case  of  inability  to  pay  the 
fine;  besides  the  costs  of  prosecution  in  all  cases — see  1692-3,  chap.  18,  §  3. 

Chap.  17.  "  Jan.  25,  1768.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  That  Col"  Ward 
and  Cap'  Brown  of  Leicester  with  such  as  the  hon^'is  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  altering  the  times  of  sitting  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General 
Sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  County  of  Worcester  and  to  enable  the  Superior  Court  to  hold 
Court  another  term  in  said  County. 

In  Council  Read  and  Concurred  and  Timothy  Paine  Esq',  is  joined  in  the  affair."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXVII.,  p.  162. 

"  Feb.  3, 1768.  In  Council,  Ordered  that  Nathaniel  Ropes  John  Bradbury  and  Jerem'> 
Powell  Esqi's  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  for  holding 
the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  Assize  &c  in  the  Counties  of  York  and  Cum- 
berland, and  in  what  manner  and  Report."  —  Ibid.,  p.  182. 

"  This  Act  is  owing  to  the  growth  of  the  Province  and  the  increase  of  law  business 
which  makes  it  necessary  to  hold  the  Superior  Court  twice  a  year  where  it  used  to  be  but 
once.  This  is  made  for  the  sake  of  two  Courts  or  Terms  in  Hampshire  and  Worcester 
Counties  where  there  used  to  be  but  one  And  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  some  altera- 
tion in  the  other  Terms  to  conform  to  those."  —  Lieut.-Gov.  Hidchinson  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  Marj  24,  1770  :  "  Mass.  Bay.,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  4. 

"  Chap.  18.  "  Oct.  25,  1765.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Conmion  pleas  are  by  Law  appointed 
to  be  held  at  Worcester  for  the  County  of  Worcester  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  November 
next;  and  divers  of  the  Justices  of  said  Courts  and  other  persons  who  are  concerned  in 
business  there,  are  Members  of  the  General  Court,  and  the  important  affairs  of  the  Province 
now  depending  require  their  attendance.  Wherefore  Ordered.  That  the  said  Court  of  Gen- 
eral Sessions  of  the  peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  which  by  Law  are  to  be  held 
at  Worcester  atoresaid  on  the  said  first  Tuesday  of  November,  be  and  hereby  are  ad- 
journed to  the  first  Tuesday  of  January  next  to  be  held  at  the  Court  House  in  the  said 
Town  of  Worcester  at  ten  of  the  Clock  in  the  forenoon  of  said  day  :  and  all  pleas,  Writs, 
Actions,  Suits,  Complaints,  processes,  precepts.  Recognizances  and  other  thing  and  things 
whatsoever  returnable  and  having  day  or  days  in  the  said  Courts  shall  stand,  abide  and 
continue  unto  the  said  adjournment  and  be  held  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  as  good  effect- 
ual and  available  in  Law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  as  if  such  Courts  had 
been  held  and  kept  on  the  day  by  Law  for  holding  the  same  and  no  adjournment  thereof 
had  been  made.  In  Council  Pi,ead  and  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXVI.,  p.  86. 

"  Nov.  6,  1765.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  are  by  Law  appointed  to  be 
held  at  Taunton  in  the  County  of  Bristol  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  November  Instant,  and 
it  is  apprehended  that  but  little  if  any  business  will  be  done  at  said  Courts.  Wherefore 
Resolved  that  the  said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Com- 
mon pleas  which  by  Law  are  to  be  held  at  Taunton  aforesaid  on  the  said  third  Tuesday 
of  November  instant  be,  and  hereby  are  adjourned  to  the  third  Tuesday  of  February 
next,  to  be  held  at  the  Court  House  in  the  said  Town  of  Taunton  at  ten  o'Clock  in  the 
forenoon  of  said  day ;  and  all  pleas,  Writs,  Actions,  Suits,  Complaints,  processes,  pre- 
cepts. Recognizances  and  other  thing  or  things  whatsoever  returnable  and  having  day  or 
days  in  the  said  Courts  shall  stand  valid  and  continue  unto  the  said  adjournment  and  be 
held  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  as  good  effectual  and  available  in  Law  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever  as  if  such  Court  had  been  held  and  kept  on  the  day  by  Law  for  hold- 
ing the  same,  and  no  adjournment  thereof  had  been  made. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred.    Consented  to  by  the  Governor. 

In  Council.  Whereas  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  and  Inferior  Court  of 
Common  pleas  are  by  Law  appointed  to  be  held  at  Barnstable  in  the  County  of  Barnstable 
on  the  first  Tuesday  in  December  next,  and  it  is  apprehended  that  but  little  if  any  busi- 
ness will  be  done  at  said  Court.  Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  which  by  Law  are  to  be  held  at 
Barnstable  aforesaid  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  December  next,  be  and  hereby  are  adjourned 
to  the  first  Tucsdny  of  April  next,  to  lie  held  at  the  Court  House  i;i  the  said  Town  of 
Barnstable  at  ten  o'Clucli  in  the  furenoon  of  said  day :     and  all  i^leas.  Writs,  Actiona 
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Snits,  Complixints,  processes,  precepts,  Recognizances  and  other  thing  or  things  whatso- 
ever, returnable  and  having  day  or  days  in  the  said  Courts,  shall  stand  valid  ancl  continue 
unto  the  said  adjournment,  and  be  held  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  as  good  clFectual  and 
available  in  Law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  as  if  such  Court  had  been  held 
and  kept  on  the  day  by  Law  for  holding  the  same,  and  no  adjournment  thereof  had  been 
made.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  the 
Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  108. 

"  Feb.  12,  1766.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  are  by  Law  appointed  to  be  hold  at 
Taunton  in  the  County  of  Bristol  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  February  instant;  and  it  is 
apprehended,  that  but  little  if  any  Inisinesa  will  be  done  at  s''  Court,  and  it  is  also  probable 
the  General  Court  may  be  then  sitting,  and  many  of  the  Members  of  the  said  General 
Court  are  al.so  concerned  in  the  said  Courts  to  be  held  at  Taunton  in  the  County  of  Bristol 
aforesaid. 

Wherefore  Resolved  that  the  said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  and  Inferior 
Court  of  Common  pleas  which  by  Law  ai-e  to  be  held  at  Taunton  aforesaid  on  the  said 
third  Tuesday  of  Feburary  instant  be,  and  hereby  are  Adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May  next,  to  be  held  at  the  Court  House  in  the  said  Town  of  Taunton  at  ten  of  the  Clock 
in  the  forenoon  of  said  day  :  and  all  pleas.  Writs,  Actions,  Suits,  Complaints,  processes 
precepts.  Recognizances  and  other  thing  or  things  whatsoever  returnable,  or  having  day 
or  days  in  the  said  Courts,  and  which  were  then  to  have  been  proceeded  on,  shall  stand 
valid  and  continue  unto  the  said  Adjournment,  and  be  held  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be 
as  good,  efTectual,  and  available  in  Law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  such 
Court  had  been  held  and  kept  on  the  day  by  Law  for  holding  the  same  and  no  Adjourn- 
ment thereof  had  been  made. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred.    Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  175. 

"Feb.  14,  1766.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Upon  a  motion  made  and  seconded 
by  divers  Meml)ers,  that  the  Courts  in  the  County  of  Essex  should  be  altered  for  the 
following  Reasons  —  That  the  License  Court  is  held  at  the  e.Ktremepart  of  the  County, 
and  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  of  Newbury  port,  Newbury,  Salisbury  and  other 
Towns  on  Merrimack  River  are  at  great  expence  in  attending  said  Court;  and  that  the 
said  Towns  paying  a  large  proportion  of  the  Province  and  County  Tax  ought  in  Justice  to 
be  indulged  with  their  proportion  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  to  be  held  near  them.  There- 
fore Resolved,  that  the  Representatives  of  each  Town  in  the  County  of  Essex  notify  their 
respective  Towns,  that  they  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the 
next  May  Session  why  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  and  Court  of  Genera!  Sessions 
of  the  peace  which  are  now  by  Law  holden  at  Ipswich  in  the  said  County  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  March  should  not  be  removed  to  Newbury  port;  and  also  why  the  said 
Courts  which  by  Law  are  held  at  Salem  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  July  annually,  being 
the  time  for  granting  Licenses  shall  not  be  removed  to  Ipswich.  Also,  Resolved  that  the 
Towns  in  said  Cotmty  which  have  no  Representatives  be  notified  by  the  Representatives 
of  Ipswich  or  Newbury  port  by  serving  the  Clerks  of  those  Towns  with  a  Copy  of  this 
Resolve.    In  Council,  Read  and  nou concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  182. 

"  Feb.  14,  1766.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  by  Law  are  to  be  holden  at  Pitts- 
field  in  the  County  of  Berkshire  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  March  next:  And  whereas  the 
business  that  will  probably  l)e  to  I)e  transacted  at  said  Court  will  not  be  very  considerable 
nor  the  immediate  dispatch  of  it  any  way  equal  to  the  extraordinary  difficulty  and 
expence  of  attending  the  said  Court  there  at  so  difficult  a  time  of  travelling  as  is  then  like 
to  be :  And  Whereas  the  ill  state  of  health  of  some  of  the  Justices  of  the  said  Courts  may 
probably  prevent  their  attendance  at  that  time. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  said  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  and  Inferior 
Court  of  Common  picas  which  by  Law  are  to  be  holden  at  said  Pittsfield  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  March  next  be  and  hereby  are  adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  April  next,  then 
to  be  held  at  the  Court  House  in  Great  Barrington  in  said  County  at  ten  of  the  Clock  in 
the  Forenoon  of  said  day :  And  all  picas,  Writs  Actions,  Suits,  Complaints,  processes, 
precepts,  Recognizances,  and  all  other  thing  and  things  whatsoever  returnable  and  having 
day  or  days  in  the  said  Courts,  shall  stand  abide  and  continue  unto  the  6''  Adjournment 
to  the  time  and  place  last  aforesaid,  and  be  held,  deemed  and  adjudged  to  Ite  as  good, 
effectual  and  availalilc  in  Law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  such  Courts, 
had  been  kept  and  held  on  the  day  and  at  the  place  aforesaid  by  Law  appointed  for  hold- 
ing the  same,  and  no  adjournment  thereof  had  been  made. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred.    Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  184. 

"  Oct.  29,  1766.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Counnon  Pleas  are  by  law  appointed  to  be  holden 
at  Worcester  for  the  County  of  Worcester  on  the  first  tuesday  of  November  next,  and 
Sundry  of  the  Justices  of  said  Court  and  other  Persons  who  arc  concerned  in  business 
there,  are  members  of  the  General  Court;  and  the  important  affairs  of  the  Province  now 
depending,  require  their  attendance :  Wherefore  resolved  that  the  said  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  Inferior  Court  of  Conmion  Pleas  which  Ijy  Law  are  to  be  holden 
at  "Worcester  aforesaid  on  the  said  first  Tuesday  in  November,  be  and  hereby  are  ad- 
journed to  the  first  Tuesday  in  January  next,  to  be  holden  at  the  Court  House  in  said 
Town  of  Worcester  at  ten  o'clock  on  said  day.  Ami  all  Pleas,  Writs,  Actions,  Suits. 
Complaints,  Processes,  Precepts,  Recognizances  and  other  nuitters  or  things  whatsoever, 
returnable  and  having  day  or  days  in  the  said  Courts,  shall  stand,  abide  and  continue 
unto  the  said  Adjournment;  and  be  held,  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  good  effectual  and 
available  in  Law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  as  if  such  Courts  had  been  held 
and  kept  on  the  day  by  Law  for  holding  the  same,  and  no  Adjournment  thereof  had  been 
made.    In  Council  Read  and  Concurred    Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  304. 

•'  Nov.  13,  1706.    In  Council  Whereas  the  General  Thanksgiving  throughout  this  Prov- 
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ince  is  appointed  to  I)e  observed  on  the  Thursday  of  the  same  Week  wherein  the  Court  of 
Geuerai  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  are  by  Law  next  to  be 
hoidcn  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  by  reason  whereof  the  holding  said  Courts  at  that 
time  will  be  attended  with  inconvenience.  Therefore  Resolved  that  the  said  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Inferior  Court  ot  Common  Pleas  which  by  Law  are  to 
Ije  holden  at  Charlestown  within  and  for  the  said  County  of  Middlesex  on  the  last  Tues- 
day of  November  Instant,  be  and  hereby  are  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  December 
next  to  be  holden  at  Charlestown  aforesaid  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  Forenoon  of  the 
same  day.  And  all  Pleas,  Writs.  Actions,  Suits,  Complaints,  Processes,  Precepts,  Recog- 
nizances and  other  Thing  and  Things  whatsoever  returnable  or  having  day  or  days  la 
cither  of  the  said  Courts,  and  which  were  on  the  said  last  Tuesday  of  this  Instant  Novem- 
ber to  have  been  proceeded  on,  shall  stand  valid  and  continue  unto  the  said  adjournment 
and  be  held  and  adjudged  to  be  as  good,  etfectual  and  available  in  Law  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  such  Courts  bad  been  held  on  the  daj'  by  Law  appointed  for 
holding  the  same,  anil  no  Adjournment  thereof  had  been  made.  In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives Read  and  Concurred.    Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  330. 

"Feb.  6,  1767.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Hampshire  ac- 
cording to  the  time  by  Law  appointed  should  be  holden  at  Northampton  in  said  County 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  February  current.  And  Whereas  sundry  of  the  Justices  of  the 
said  Courts  and  Others  concerned  in  the  business  thereof  are  members  of  this  Court  which 
is  like  to  continue  sitting  beyond  the  time  aforesaid  by  Law  afipointed  for  holding  said 
Courts. 

Therefore  Resolved  That  the  said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Inferior 
Court  of  Common  Picas  be,  and  hereby  are  adjourned  unto  the  last  Tuesday  of  March 
next  then  to  be  holden  at  said  Northampton,  and  that  all  Pleas,  Processes,  Writs, 
Actions,  Suits,  Complaints,  Precepts,  Recognizances  and  all  other  matters  and  things  re- 
turnable and  having  or  that  should  have  day  in  the  said  Courts,  if  the  same  had  been  held 
on  the  said  second  Tuesday  of  February  shall  be  returnable  and  have  day  in  the  said 
Courts  on  the  said  last  Tuesday  of  March,  and  shall  abide  and  continue  unto  that  time, 
and  shall  then  be  proceeded  on,  heard  tried  &  determined  to  all  Intents  and  Purposes  as 
effectually  as  if  the  said  Courts  had  been  held  on  the  said  second  Tuesday  of  February. 
In  Council  Read  and  Concurred    Consented  to  by  the  Goveruer. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Bristol  according  to  the  time  by 
Law  appointed  should  be  holden  at  Taunton  in  said  County  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Feb- 
ruary Current:  And  Whereas  sundry  of  the  Justices  of  the  said  Courts,  and  Others  con- 
cerned in  the  business  thereof,  are  members  of  this  Court,  which  is  like  to  continue  sitting 
beyond  the  time  aforesaid  by  Law  appointed  for  holding  said  Courts,  and  also  by  reason 
of  the  severity  of  the  Season. 

Therefore  Resolved  That  the  said  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  &  Inferior 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  be  and  hereby  arc  adjourned  unto  the  lirst  Tuesday  of  May  next 
then  to  be  holden  at  said  Taunton;  and  that  all  Pleas,  Processes,  Writs,  Actions,  Suits, 
Complaints,  Precepts  Recfignances,  and  all  other  matters  and  things  returnable,  and 
having  or  that  should  have  day  in  the  said  Courts,  if  the  same  had  been  held  on  the  said 
third  Tuesday  of  Feby  shall  be  returnable  and  have  day  in  the  said  Courts  on  the  said  first 
Tuesday  in  May,  and  shall  abide  and  continue  unto  that  time,  and  shall  then  be  proceeded 
on,  heard  tried  and  determined  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  effectually  as  if  the  said 
Courts  had  been  held  on  the  said  third  Tuesday  of  February. 

In  Council  Read  and  Concurred    Consented  to  by  the  Governer."  —  Ibid., p.  365. 

"  Jan.  20,  1768.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  That  Whereas  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  for  the  County  of 
Hampshire  according  to  the  time  appointed  by  Law  should  be  holden  at  Northampton  in 
said  County  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  February  next;  And  whereas  sundry  of  the  Jus- 
tices and  Officers  of  said  Courts  and  Others  concerned  in  the  business  thereof  are  members 
of  this  Court  which  is  likely  to  continue  sitting  beyond  the  time  aforesaid  by  Law  ap- 
pointed'for  holding  said  Courts. 

Tliercfora  Resolved  That  the  said  Courts  be  and  are  hereby  adjourned  unto  the  third 
Tuesday  in  March  next  then  to  be  holden  at  said  Northampton;  and  that  all  Pleas,  Proc- 
esses, Writs,  Actions,  Suits,  issued  or  to  be  issued,  Complaints,  Precepts  Recogni<cances 
and  all  other  matters  and  things  returnable  and  having,  and  that  should  have  had  day  in 
said  Courts,  if  the  same  had  been  held  on  the  said  second  Tuesday  of  February  shall  be 
returnable  and  have  day  in  said  Courts  on  the  said  third  Tuesday  of  March,  and  shall 
abide  and  continue  unto  that  time,  and  shall  then  be  proceeded,  heard,  tried  and  deter- 
mined to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  etfectually  as  if  said  Courts  should  have  been  held  on 
the  said  second  Tuesday  of  February  :  and  all  Executions  returnable  on  the  said  second 
Tuesday  of  February  may  be  returned  into  the  Clerks  Office  of  said  Courts,  and  alias 
Executions  issued  afterwards  in  like  manner  as  if  this  adjournment  had  not  been  made. 
In  Council,  Read  &  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor." — Ibid.,  vol.  XXVIL, 
p.  157. 

"  Jan.  30, 1768.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  That  Whereas  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  for  the  County  of 
Bristol  according  to  the  time  appointed  by  Law  should  be  holden  at  Taunton  in  said 
County  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  February  next :  and  whereas  several  of  the  Justices  of 
said  Court  and  others  concerned  in  the  business  thereof  arc  members  of  this  Court  which 
is  likely  to  continue  sitting  beyond  the  time  aforesaid  by  Law  appointed  for  holding  said 
Courts.  Therefore  Resolved  That  the  said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  and  In- 
ferior Court  of  Common  pleas  be,  and  hereby  are  adjourned  unto  the  first  Tuesday  in 
May  next,  then  to  be  holden  at  said  Taunton ;  and  that  all  Pleas,  Processes,  Writs, 
Actions,  Suits,  Complaints  Precepts,  Recognizances  and  all  other  matters  and  things  re- 
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turaable  and  bavinjc  or  that  should  have  day  in  said  Coiu'ts,  if  the  same  had  been  held  on 
the  said  third  Tuesday  of  February,  slial I  be  returnable  and  have  day  in  said  Coiu-ts  on 
the  said  first  Tuesday  of  May  and  shall  abide  and  continue  unto  that  time  and  shall  then 
be  proceeded  on,  heard,  Tried  and  determined  to  all  intents  &  purposes  as  effectually  as 
if  said  Courts  had  been  held  on  the  said  third  Tuesday  of  Frebniary.  And  all  Executions 
returnable  on  the  said  third  Tuesday  of  February  may  be  returned  into  the  Clerks  Office 
of  said  Courts,  and  alias  Executions  issued  afterwards  in  like  manner  as  if  this  Adjourn- 
ment had  not  been  made.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Gov- 
ernor." —  Ibid.,  p.  171. 

"  Feb.  26,  17G8.  A  Petition  of  John  Cumming  and  Others,  Agents  for  sundry  Towns 
and  Districts  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  —  Setting  forth.  That  the  said  County  is  of  large 
extent,  insomuch  that  many  of  the  Petitioners  are  forty  and  some  fifty  miles  distant  from 
the  Shire  Town.  And  praying  that  the  several  Courts  may  for  the  future  be  held  in  the 
Town  of  Concord,  which  they  apprehend  to  be  near  the  Center  of  the  said  County. 

lu  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Ordered- That  the  Petitioners  notify  the  sev- 
eral Towns  &  Districts,  and  also  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex  by  serving  their  Clerks  with  Copies  of  this  Petition  that  they  may  shew 
cause  if  any  they  have  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next  May  Session  why  the  prayer 
should  not  be  granted.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  259. 

"  Mar.  2,  1768.  A  Petition  of  John  Ashley  Esq"',  and  Others  his  Majesty's  Justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  County  of  Berkshire  —  Setting  forth  — That  the  numljcr  of  terms  of  the 
Inferior  Court  of  Comnron  pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said  County 
are  reduced  from  four  to  two  in  a  year,  which  is  attended  with  great  inconvenience.  And 
praying  that  there  may  be  one  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  and  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  peace  added  to  the  present  number,  and  that  the  same  may  be  held  at 
Great  Barrington  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  May  annually. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Ordered  That  the  Petitioners  notify  the  sev- 
eral Towns  &  Districts  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  and  also  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  peace  for  s"!  County  by  serving  their  respective  Clerks  with  a  Copy  of  the  same  to 
shew  cause  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  May  Session  why  the  prayer  should  not 
be  granted. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  275. 

*'  This  is  an  Act  to  alter  some  of  the  Inferior  Courts  and  made  necessary  by  the  Preced- 
ing Act."  —  Lieut.-Gov.  Hutchinso7i  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Mai/ 2i,  1770  :  "Mass.  Bay, 
B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  0.,  4. 

Chap.  19.    "  This  Act  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  if  it  had  been  temporary 

—  Upon  further  consideration  of  it  I  humbly  suggest  to  be  determined  whether  the  power 
given  to  a  single  Justice  at  his  discretion  to  sentence  lewd,  idle  &  disorderly  persons  to  be 
whipped  without  the  OfTendors  having  it  in  their  power  to  satisfy  the  Law  by  a  fine  is  not 
liable  to  be  abused  and  has  not  too  much  of  the  Spu-it  of  the  old  Colony  Laws."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  20.  "  This  Act  was  designed  to  prevent  the  multiplicity  of  Petitions  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  to  enable  Executors  and  Administrators  to  make  sale  of  lands  or  real  estates  in 
the  vacations  of  the  Superior  Court  in  the  respective  Counties.  As  the  Law  stood  before 
only  the  Superior  Court  could  give  license  and  th.at  at  the  Term  in  the  County  where  the 
Estate  lay.  The  provision  by  the  first  Paragraph  or  enacting  Clause  is  necessary.  The 
extending  the  power  by  the  second  clause  to  all  the  Inferior  Courts  is  not  without  danger 
of  becoming  a  mere  piece  of  form  and  no  check  upon  the  power  of  the  Courts  of  Probate." 

—  Ibid. 

Chap.  21.  "  June  23,  1731.  A  Petition  of  Nicholas  White  and  a  Considerable  number 
of  others.  — Inhabitants  of  the  Northerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Norton  in  the  County  of 
Bristol — Setting  forth  their  great  Dificulties  in  Attending  upon  the  Publick  Worship  of 
God  by  Reason  of  their  Living  So  remote  from  the  Meeting  House  there,  and  therefore 
praying  that  they  and  their  Lands,  may  be  Sett  off  from  s**  Town  of  Norton  and  Consti- 
tuted a  Separate  Township  or  Precinct  within  certain  bounds  particulaily  Set  forth  and 
Described  in  the  s<'  petition. — 

In  the  House  of  Represent*'^^^  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  with  their  Estates 
agreeable  to  the  Bounds,  hereafter  mentioned;  Viz'  Westerly  by  Attlel)or6  Bounds, 
Northerly  bv  Stoughton  Bounds  Eastwardly  by  Easton  Bounds  until  it  comes  to  be  due 
West  from  the  House  of  Erasmus  Babbet  dec'  from  thence  to  the  South  of  Satniiel  Cas- 
walls  House,  three  rods  or  Polls  from  thence  to  the  Center  between  the  I'ublick  Meeting 
House  in  Norton,  and  the  Common  Land  upon  the  Eight  mile  plain  in  s'  Norton;  from  s' 
Center  to  said  Attleborough  Bounds,  on  the  South  of  Benjamin  Lanes  House,  and  on  the 
North  of  the  House  of  Isaac  Shepherd  deceased,  be  and  hereljy  are  Erected  into  and  made 
a  Distinct  and  Separate  Precinct,  and  Vested  with  the  Like  powers  priviledges  and  Im- 
munities as  other  Precincts  within  this  Province  have  or  by  Law  ought  to  Enjoy.  — 

In  Council ;  Read  &  Concur'd ;  — 

Consented  to,  J    Belcher." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XV.,  p.  107. 

"  Dec.  22, 1753.  On  the  Petition  of  Seth  Boyden  and  others  of  Stoughton,  Entered 
Sepf.8.  1753. 

In  Council ;  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Prayer  of  the  within  Petition  be  granted  and 
that  the  Petitioners  with  their  Estates  be  and  hereby  are  annexed  to  the  second  or  North 
Precinct  in  the  Town  of  Norton,  there  to  do  Duty  and  enjoy  Privilege  as  other  Inhabitants 
of  said  Precinct  by  Law  do  enjoy.  Always  Provided  that  they  pay  their  just  Projiortion  to 
all  past  Taxes  already  granted  or  Assessed  by  the  second  Parfsh  in  Stoughton;  And  they 
are  hereby  subjected  to  pay  the  same  accordingly — In  the  House  of  Representatives 
Read  and  Concur'd  — 

Consented  to  by  the  Governor." —  Ibid  ,  vol.  XX  ,  p.  I'-'O 
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"  June  14, 176S.  A  Petition  of  Benjamin  "Williams  and  others  belonging  to  Stoughton, 
Stonghtonham  &  Norton  North  precinct  —  Setting  forth  —  That  their  Lands  containing  by 
estimation  Six  hundred  acres  lye  within  one  mile  &  a  quarter  of  the  meeting  house  in 
said  North  Precinct  in  Norton :  and  praying  that  they  together  with  their  Lands  as  par- 
ticularly described  in  said  Petition  may  be  annexed  to  and  incorporated  with  the  North 
Precinct  in  Norton  and  with  them  be  made  a  District. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  &  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the  Town 
of  Stoughton,  the  District  of  Stonghtonham,  and  tke  North  Precinct  in  the  Town  of  Nor- 
ton of  this  Petition  by  serving  the  Clerks  of  the  said  Town,  District  and  Precinct  with  a 
Copy  thereof  that  they  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the 
next  sitting  of  this  Court  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  gi-anted.  In  Council, 
Read  and  Coucnrved."  —Ibid.,  vol.  XXVII., p.  348. 

"  This  Act  is  in  the  usual  form." — Lieut.-Gov.  Hxitchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  May 
24.  1770 :  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,  vol.  81,  O.  a.,  4. 

Chap.  22.  "To  his  Excellency  Sir  Francis  Bernard  Baronet  Cap'  General  and  Gover- 
nour  in  Chief  in  and  Over  his  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
land, to  the  Honb!  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled 
Juney«2:  1769 

The  Petition  of  a  Committee  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Second  Precinct  of  the 
Town  of  Hingham  humbly  Sheweth. 

That  the  Said  Inhabitants  by  Reason  of  the  badness  of  the  Roads,  the  difficulty  of  the 
Season  and  their  distance  from  the  place  where  their  Town  Meetings  are  always  held  the 
most  of  them  living  more  than  five  and  many  Six  or  Seven  and  Some  nine  miles  as  the 
Road  goes  are  Often  deprived  of  the  Priviledgeof  having  a  Voyce  in  the  Affairs  transacted 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  March,  and  they  are  obliged  to  Assemble  Oftner  than  would  be 
Necessary  if  they  were  Seperated  into  a  District  or  deprive  themselves  of  the  Priviledge; 
That  they  have  beea  deprived  of  the  Tax  Raised  on  a  Considerable  part  of  the  Real 
Estate  within  Said  Precinct  towards  the  Support  of  the  Schools,  and  also  for  the  Repairs 
of  Highways  which  are  naturally  so  Rough  as  to  require  a  greater  Expence  for  Repairs 
than  Perhaps  all  the  Other  Roads  in  the  Town.  And  that  they  are  also  Obliged  (altho 
Consisting  of  more  than  One  hundred  and  thirty  Families')  to  Travel  to  the  Centre  of  the 
first  Parish  for  the  Banns  of  Matrimony  Certificates,  Records  &c :  which  is  a  very  great 
Burthen,  and  that  u-ndoubtedly.Some  necessary  Records  are  neglected  which  in  time  may 
prove  very  detrimental  and  many  more  Difficulties  might  be  mentioned.  —  Wherefore 
your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  that  your  Excellency  and  Honors  would  be  pleased  to  Sett 
off  all  the  Lands  lying  in  Said  Precinct  into  a  distinct  and  Seperate  District,  and  that  the 
Inhabitants  may  be  vested  with  all  tbe  Priviledges  of  a  Town  that  of  Sending  Representa- 
tives to  the  General  Assembly  only  excepted ;  Notwithstanding  that  they  may  yet  enjoy 
the  Priviledge  of  joinging  with  the  Town  in  the  Choice  thereof;  And  that  they  may  also 
enjoy  their  Right  in  the  Town  Wharfe  So  Called;  and  in  the  Powder  House,  Arms  and 
Ammunition  &c;  and  that  they  have  a  Right  of  Taxing  the  One  half  of  the  Grist  Mill  at 
Straits  pond  So  Called ;  or  Otherwise  as  to  your  Excellency  and  Honours  Shall  Seem 
meet; 

And  we  beg  leave  further  to  Observe  that  we  presented  the  foregoing  Petition  in  June 
last  &  it  past  both  Houses  &  the  Town  Clerk  was  Serv<i  with  a  Coppy,  but  by  Reason  of 
the  Dissolution,  of  the  General  Court  the  Matter  was  not  brought  to  an  Issue ;  Wherefore 
we  humbly  pray  that  the  Same  may  now  be  Considered  and  Acted  upon  as  to  your  Excel- 
lency and  Honours  Shall  Seem  Meet  — 
And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Isaac  Lincoln  Jun 
John  Stephenson  Jnr 
Lazs  Beal  Jur 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  29  1769  Read&  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify 
the  Town  of  Hingham  of  this  Petition  by  serving  the  Clerk  with  an  attested  Copy  of  the 
game,  that  they  shew  Cause  on  the  second  Wensday  of  the  next  Session  of  this  Court 
why  the  Prayer  should  not  be  granted  Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

Thomas  Cushixq  Spkr 
In  Council  30  June  1769  ,  Read  and  ConcuiTed  A  Oliter  Sec 

In  Council  Mar.  28"'  1770.  Read  again  with  the  Answer,  &  ordered  that  John  Bradbury 
Esq'  with  such  as  the  hon^''^  house  shall  join  be  a  Com"  to  take  the  same  into  considera- 
tion, and  report  —  Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jn"  Cotton  D.  Secry 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  28  1770  Read  &  ConcuiTd  and  Coll  Gen-ish  & 
Majf  Bancroft  arc  joy  nd  T  Gushing  Spk'." — Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  118,^.  384. 

"To  his  Honor  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq""  Lieutenat  Governor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  the  Hon^i  his  Majesties  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled.  — 

The  Respondants  to  a  Petition  of  tbe  Second  Parish  in  Hingham  beg  leave  to  Observe 
that  your  Petitioners  in  the  first  place  Say  '  by  Reason  of  the  Badness  of  the  Roads  the 
Dificulty  of  the  Season  and  their  distance  from  the  Place  where  Town  Meetings  are 
Always  held  the  most  of  them  living  more  then  five  some  Six  or  Seven  &  Some  nine 
miles  as  the  Road  goes  are  often  Deprived  of  the  Priviledge  of  having  a  Voice  in  the 
Affairs  Transacted  at  their  Annual  Meeting  in  March  and  that  they  are  Obliged  to  Assem- 
ble Oftener  then  they  would  if  they  were  made  a  District.'  As  to  the  Roads  they  have 
been  Repair'd  by  the  United  Assistance  of  the  whole  Town  And  Are  now  very  Passable 
and  are  not  Dificult  to  travel  in  Even  with  Carriages.  As  to  the  Distance  from  the  Place 
where  Our  Town  Meetings  Are  Always  held  it  is  true  the  Centre  of  the  Second  Parish  is 
about  five  Miles  from  the  Centre  Meeting-House  in  the  Town  where  Town  Meetings  have 
been  held  As  the  whole  was  there  best  Accomodated  bemg   Near  y^  Real  Centre  of  the 
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Town  And  such  of  their  People  who  are  at  the  Greatest  distance  as  the  Road  goes  (or  as 
the  Highway  is)  are  the  most  Indifferant  with  respect  to  being  set  off  for  the  way  by  them 
Generally  IJsed  to  Assemble  at  Town  Meetings  is  but  Little  further  then  they  would  have 
to  Travel  if  they  were  made  a  District  The  Petitioners  say  they  must  Assemble*  oftencr 
while  united  this  cannot  be  considered  as  Very  great  Burthen  seeing  we  have  but  Two 
Town  Meetings  in  a  year  (unless  something  Very  Perticular  Viz :  March  &  May  the 
Latter  they  Ask  to  Attend  And  the  former  being  at  a  Very  Lisure  Season  of  the  year 
'  The  Petitioners  Complain  that  they  have  been  deprived  of  the  Tax  Raised  on  a  Consid- 
erable part  of  the  Real  Estate  within  Said  Parish  Towards  the  Support  of  the  Schools, 
Repairs,  of  Highways  &c'  with  Respect  to  the  Schools  the  Case  is  truly  is  this  for  many 
years  Past  the  Inhabitants  of  Each  Parish  have  been  Allowed  to  draw  Out  of  the  Treasu- 
ry the  whole  of  the  money  Raised  for  the  use  of  the  Schools  which  they  Placed  therein 
And  Improve  it  for  the  Purpose  to  which  it  was  Appropriated  in  a  manner  they  shonld 
think  best  Comported  with  their  Circumstances  while  the  first  Parish  have  keept  the  Gram- 
mer  School  which  by  Law  the  Town  is  Obliged  to  do  and  in  the  Country  is  Looked  upon 
as  a  Burthen  the  Doors  of  which  have  at  All  times  been  Open  to  y"  Grammer  Scholars  of 
both  the  Other  Parishes  by  the  free  and  united  Consent  of  the  whole  As  to  their  Roads 
we  are  Constrain'd  to  Observe  that  we  look  upon  the  Representation  given  of  y"  Badness 
of  them  to  be  Greatly  Exaggerated  by  the  Petitioners  for  it  is  Concived  by  many  that 
they  do  not  want  Greater  Expence  of  repairs  yearly  then  an  Equal  proportion  with  the 
Other  Roads  in  the  Town  Notwithstanding  that  the  Town  Ever  hath  taken  part  of  the 
Roads  in  the  Second  Parish  &  made  them  without  any  of  their  assistance  and  more  Lately 
since  the  Highways  have  been  Repair'd  by  a  Tax  the  whole  they  asked  for  hath  been 
done  for  them  to  the  amount  of  Four  or  Five  Pounds  Lawful!  money  in  a  year. — 

The  Petitioners  further  Complain  that  they  have  to  travel  to  the  Centre  of  the  First 
Parish  for  Banns  of  Matrimoney  &c  this  we  leave  to  Operate  as  it  Stands  seeing  the  Clerk 
is  Chosen  by  the  united  Suffarages  of  the  whole  therefore  remaining  Quite  an  uncertainty 
to  which  Parish  for  y«  future  we  may  l)e  Obleged  to  Travel.  — 

Upon  the  whole  we  Humbly  Submit  the  Observations  by  us  made  to  the  Wisdome  and 
Justice  of  your  Honor  &  Honors  And  if  you  should  think  so  widely  Different  from  us 
as  to  Judge  it  Expedient  And  for  the  Bcnifit  of  this  People  to  Cause  a  Division  of  the 
Town  of  Hingham  (which  is  now  Supposed  to  be  less  then  Five  miles  Square)  Notwith- 
standing the  many  disadvantages  that  must  arise  thereby  to  Divide  Old  Towns  for  the 
Reasons  Offered  by  your  Petitioners  Your  Respondunts  must  Submit  to  it  —  should 
that  be  the  Case  Ave  beg  leave  further  to  Observe  as  to  the  Bounds  they  Ask  for  (upon 
Supposition  they  don't  Intend  to  Include  a  Number  of  Families  and  their  Homesteads 
which  was  reannexed  to  the  Old  Parisha*  A  D  1747)  their  Joining  with  ous  in  the  Choice 
of  a  representative  to  the  General  Court  their  holding  their  right  in  the  Powder  House 
Arms  &  Amunition  And  the  Sole  Right  of  Taxing  One  half  the  Mill  at  Streights  Pond 
60  Called  we  Acquiesce  in  but  as  to  their  Enjoying  their  Right  in  the  Town  wharf  we 
view  in  a  very  different  Light  for  it  is  Built  upon  a  Spot  of  Ground  of  Eight  or  Ten  Rods 
(the  Only  Spot  the  Town  hath  at  the  Cove  so  Called)  which  Nature  made  fit  for  a  Land- 
ing place  and  for  that  Purpose  it  hath  been  Improved  from  the  first  Settlement  of  the 
Town  now  should  they  Continue  to  hold  their  right  in  the  Same  they  would  Enjoy  a 
Certain  Priviledge  without  their  Bounds  while  they  Ask  to  hold  All  within  should  they 
Ask  then  that  the  Expence  of  Building  be  refunded  to  them  we  say  it  hath  been  Already 
for  the  wharf  and  the  Landing  place  afors'J  hath  Let  for  more  money  then  the  Building  of 
it  Cost  but  if  there  had  been  none  refunded  we  should  Judge  the  asking  for  it  anreasona- 
ble  request  as  the  first  motion  for  Building  the  wharf  was  to  secure  the  Gristmill  Ad- 
joining thereto  and  in  that  they  will  Continue  to  Enjoy  their  former  benifit  —  And  we  ask 
that  they  be  held  to  take  their  Just  Proportion  of  the  Public  Taxes  for  the  future  accord- 
ing to  the  Last  Valuation  and  the  Same  proportion  of  the  Present  Poor  and  in  case  any 
who  have  now  removed  from  the  Town  of  Hingham  and  have  not  gained  a  Legal  Settle- 
ment Else  where  should  any  of  them  return  that  they  pay  their  Proportion  of  that  Ex- 
pence  as  Afore<i —    All  which  is  Humbly  <^ 

Hingham  March  26">  1770  —  Joshua  Hearsey  "1  Committee    of     the 

Benjamin  Lincoln  Jur|  Town    of   Hingham 
Joseph  Andrews  Sto  make  answer    to 

Joseph  Thaxter  y«     Second     Parish 

Theops  Gushing  J  Petition  Attest." — Ibid.,  p.  388. 

"  To  the  Honb<'  John  Bradbury  Charreman  of  Coram''. 

We  the  Subscribers  Who  are  Inhabitants  of  the  Second  Parish  in  Hingham  &  Petition- 
ers that  the  Same  may  not  be  made  a  Destrect,  beg  Leave  to  offer  the  following  Reasons 
for  our  Dessenting  from  the  other  Part  of  the  Parish,  that  is  — 

1st— The  Parish  is  Small. 

2 — The  fishery  fails  Which  is  a  Considerable  Part  of  our  Dependance 

3—1'  is  Represented  to  be  nine  miles  to  Tend  Publick  Meetings,  we  are  the  Partey  and 
by  going  four  we  Cann  attend  inetings,  for  it  is  that  Dist''  to  our  own  meeting  house  — 

4  We  have  been  att  the  Charge  of  bulding  a  Whorfe  And  Powder  house  in  s"i 
Town 

5  WeAreThreatend  that  we  shall  not  Draw  our  Proportion  of  the  School  money,  as 
has  been  for  years  Past  by  Reason  the  Inhabitants  Living  So  Scattering  that  Small 
Children  may  have  the  benefit  of  Schools 

6  It  is  our  minds  that  Halfe  the  Parish  would  Chuse  to  Continue  as  we  are. 

7  And  We  are  Perswaded'  that  it  will  Create  Charge  Which  our  Present  Circumstances 
will  not  admit  of 

8  We  are  Apperhensive  it  is  only  Push''  by  Designing  men 

9  We  understand  it  is  Represented  that  what  we  have  Done  is  out  of  Spite  which  ia 
altogather  Groundless  whereas  we  only  mean  the  good  of  the  Parish  — 

•  aie. 
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10  I'  is  Represented  to  be  Chargable  to  attend  Publick  meetings  att  Such  a  Distane 
Which  we  think  would  Cost  as  much  att  our  Parish  Considering  the  Kindness  of  the 
Towns  people 

11  where  as  their  has  been  Complaint  made  about  School  money,  by  Reason  of  tlioir 
Lands  Lying  in  our  Parish,  for  which  they  have  always  Keep*  the  Gramer  School,  &  it  is 
Thought  by  our  Principal  men  that  if  we  are  Set  of,  we  Should  not  Raise  So  much  money 
as  is  allowed  by  the  Town 

Hingham  April  6"»  1770  inBehalfeof  the  Petitioners  Joseph  Southern."  — 

Ibid.,  p.  387. 

"  April  11,  1770.  The  Committee  appointed  the  28"'  of  March  last  on  the  Petition  of  a 
number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  second  Precinct  in  Hingham  —  made  Report  whcreupoa 
the  following  Order  passed  viz'. 

In  Council.  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  second  Parish  in  Hingham,  having  made  report :  It  is  thereupon  Ordered  that  John 
Bradbury  Esq''  with  such  as  the  hont''«  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  Hing- 
ham as  soon  as  may  be,  view  the  said  Parish  and  Report  to  the  Court  what  in  their  opin- 
ion is  proper  to  be  done  on  said  Petition ;  the  charge  of  said  Committee  to  be  born  as  this 
Court  shall  Order. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Concurred  and  Col"  Gerrish  and  M'  Ban- 
croft are  joined."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XX  VIII.,  p.  152. 

"  April  25,  1770,  The  Committee  appointed  the  11"'  instant  to  repair  to  the  Town  of 
Hingham  and  view  the  second  Precinct  in  the  said  Town,  also  to  consider  the  Petition  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Precinct —  having  attended  that  service  and  heard  the  Parties, 
made  Report ;  whereupon  the  following  Order  passed  \\z'-r- 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  That  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  accordingly  :  and  that  the  charge  of  the  Committee  amounting  to  four  pounds  17s 
10  be  paid  A  by  the  whole  of  the  present  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hingham  agreable 
to  the  foregoing  Report.    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  forego- 
ing Vote  of  Council  and  Concurred  the  same  with  the  amendment  at  A  viz'  dele  —  by  the 
whole  of  the  present  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hingham — and  insert  at  A  out  of  the 
Public  Treasury  to  Lazarus  Beal  for  the  use  of  the  Committee;  said  Sum  to  be  laid  on 
the  present  To^vn  of  Hingham  in  the  next  Tax  Act.  — 

In  Council  (26  April)  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Lieu'.  Governor."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  207. 

"  The  same."  [I.e.,  this  act  is  in  the  usual  form.]  —  Lieut.-Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  May  24,  1770 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  4. 

Chap.  23.  "  I  would  willingly  have  dispensed  with  consenting  to  this  Act  as  the  only 
design  of  it  is  to  give  power  to  send  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court,  the  number 
being  already  too  great.  But  the  Instruction  having  been  relaxed  so  far  as  to  allow  new 
Plantations  when  made  Towqs  this  privilege  and  this  District  being  under  that  circum- 
stance and  the  Governor  having  since  the  Instruction  was  relaxed  signed  divers  Acts  of 
the  same  import  I  could  not  refuse  it." —  Ibid. 

Chap.  24.  "  July  12,  1769.  A  Petition  of  Samuel  Wilder  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Ash- 
burnham  —  Setting  forth  —  That  a  Tax  of  three  half  pence  ^  Acre  for  three  years  was 
laid  by  the  General  Court  on  all  the  Lands  in  said  Town,  except  those  assigned  for  Pub- 
lic uses,  but  that  as  the  Act  relative  to  the  sale  of  delinquent  Proprietors  Lands  is  expired, 
they  are  unable  to  recover  the  Taxes  of  those  Proprietors  who  are  in  Arrears.  And  pray- 
ing that  an  Act  may  be  made  for  their  relief. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  That  the  within  named  Petitioner  have 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  this  Petition.  In  Council,  Read  and 
Concurred." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVIII.,  p.  52. 

"  These  two  Acts  [chaps.  24  and  25]  were  judged  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  Towns 
they  more  immediately  respect." — Lieut.-Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  May 
24,  1770:   "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  4. 

Chap.  2.5.  "  June  4,  1762.  A  Petition  of  Robert  Cutler,  Agent  for  the  Inhabitants  of 
Greenwich  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  —  Setting  forth,  That  they  have  been  at  great 
expence  in  supporting  the  Gospel  in  said  place,  having  since  the  year  1749  Settled  two 
Ministers;  that  a  great  part  of  the  Land  in  said  Township  belongs  to  nonresident  Proprie- 
tors who  either  neglect  or  refuse  to  settle  the  same :  And  Praying  that  a  Tax  of  2'  4^  Acre 
may  be  laid  on  all  such  lands  for  the  term  of  three  years  to  be  paid  to  the  minister  they 
have  lately  settled  in  addition  to  the  Settlement  already  voted  him  by  the  Petitioners. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Ordered  That  the  Petitioner  serve  the  non- 
resident Pi-oprietors  of  the  Lands  within  mentioned  with  a  copy  of  this  Petition  by  insert- 
ing the  Substance  thereof  in  all  the  Boston  News  Papers  three  weeks  successively,  that  so- 
they  shew  cause  if  any  they  have  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next  Sitting  of  this  Court 
why  the  Prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXIV.,  p.  403. 

"  Sept.  16, 1762.  A  Petition  of  Robert  Cutler  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Greenwich  Praying 
for  a  Tax  of  2'^  <^  Acre  on  the  Lands  of  the  Nonresident  Proprietors  for  the  term  of  3  years 
as  entered  the  4"'  June  last. 

In  Council  Read  again  together  with  the  Answer  of  Ichabod  Ward  and  others :  And  Or- 
dered That  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  William  Brattle  Esq"  with  such  as  the  hon'''^  House 
shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  report. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives ;  Read  and  Concurred,  and  Col»  Bowers,  M^or  Hart. 
well  and  Col"  Williams  are  joined  in  the  affair."  — Ibid  ,  p.  475. 

"  Sept.  17, 1762.    The  Committee  appointed  Yesterday  on  the  Petition  of  Robert  Cutler, 
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Agent  for  the  Town  of  Greenwich,  having  made  report  the  following  Order  agreeable 
thereto  was  passed  in  Council  viz'. 

In  Council  Read  and  Ordered  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  of  Robert  Cutler  Agent 
for  the  Inhabitants  of  Greenwich  be  so  far  Granted  as  that  there  be  a  Tax  of  one  penny  ^ 
Acre  levied  and  assessed  upon  the  Lands  of  the  Nonresident  Proprietors  of  the  said  Town 
of  Greenwich  for  the  space  of  three  years  next  ensuing  towards  the  support,  and  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  present  Minister  the  Revi  M''.  Cuttler;  and  the  said  Town  be  im- 
powered  to  appoint  suitable  Persons  to  assess  and  collect  the  same,  Saving  that  those 
thirty  Lots  now  annexed  to  New  Hingham  be  exempted  from  the  said  Tax,  Provided 
nevertheless  that  if  at  any  time  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  three  years  the  said  M' 
Cutler  shall  cease  to  lie  their  Minister  of  the  said  Town,  the  Tax  aforesaid  shall  from  time 
to  time  cease  and  determine    Sent  down  for  Concurrence."  —  Ibid.,  p.  478. 

"  Feb.  7,  1763.    A  Petition  of  Robert  Cutler  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Greenwich 

—  Praying  for  a  Tax  of  2'^  <^  Acre  on  the  Lands  of  the  nonresident  Proprietors  of  said 
Town  during  the  Term  of  three  Years  as  entered  4">  June  last,  and  reported  on  l?"*  Sep- 
tember following.  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Ordered  That  the  Petition  referred  to  in  the 
Report  be  revived  and  committed  to  M"'  Foster  of  Brookfield,  Col"  Phillips  and  Col° 
Murray  with  such  as  the  honorable  Board  shall  join,  to  take  said  Petition  under  considera- 
tion and  make  report.  — 

In  Council  Read  and  Concurred  and  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  William  Brattle  Esq''s  are 
joined  in  the  Affair." — Ibid.,  p.  555. 

"  Feb.  12,  1763.  The  Committee  appointed  the  7*  Instant  on  the  Petition  of  Robert 
Cutler,  having  made  Report,  the  following  Order  passed  thereon  viz'; 

In  Council  Read  and  Accepted,  And  thereupon  Ordered  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition 
of  Robert  Cutler  Agent  for  the  Inhabitants  of  Greenwich  be  so  far  granted  as  that  there 
be  a  Tax  of  one  peny  4^  Acre  levied  and  assessed  upon  the  Lands  of  the  nonresident  Pro- 
prietors of  the  said  Town  of  Greenwich  for  the  space  of  four  Years  next  ensuing  towards 
the  Support  and  for  the  encouragement  of  the  present  Minister  the  Rev^  M''  Cutler :  and 
the  said  Town  be  impowered  to  appoint  suitable  persons  to  assess  and  collect  the  same: 
Saving  that  those  Thirty  Lots  now  annexed  to  New  Hingham  be  exempted  from  the  said 
Tax,  as  also  Six  hundred  and  eighty  Acres  belonging  to  M^  Thomas  Green  of  Boston, 
Provided  nevertheless  that  if  at  any  time  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  four  years  the 
said  M""  Cutler  shall  cease  to  be  the  Minister  of  the  said  Town,  the  Tax  aforesaid  shall 
from  that  time  determine  and  cease. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  the  Governor." 

—  Ibid,p.ri79. 

See  the  last  paragraph  of  the  note  to  chap.  24,  supra. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, ON  the  Twenty-sixth  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1770. 


CHAPTER    1. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  SOUTH  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WEST- 
FIELD,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  INTO  A  DISTRICT  BY  THE 
NAME  OF  SOUTHWICK. 

Wiier[7?]as  a  number  of  theinhal)itantsof  Westfielcl,  iiithecoiiiitvof  preamble. 
Hampshire,  have  made  their  application  to  this  court,  praying  that  the 
south  part  of  said  town  may  be  incorporated  into  a  distinct  and  a 
sep[e][o]rate  district,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  south  part  of  the  said  town  of  Westfield,  Sonthwick  in- 
which  is  contained  within  the  following  lines  and  limits  ;  that  is  to  say,  a^dfstrict:  ^ 
that  part  which  is  bounded,  easterly,  partly  on  Springfield  and  partly 
on  Suffleld  ;  southerly,  on  the  south  line  of  Westfield  ;  westerly,  on  the 
town  of  Granville;  north,  on  the  line  following;  vizi^*^.,  hegin[7;]ing 
at  a  yellow-oak  tree,  marked,  with  stones  about  it,  standing  in  Spring- 
field line,  on  the  East  Mountain,  so  called,  and  from  thence  run[«]ing 
west,  seventeen  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north,  across  the  township 
of  Westfield,  to  a  stake  and  stones  in  the  line  dividing  Granville  and 
Westfield  (which  line,  run[n]ing  from  the  said  yellow-oak  tree  on  the 
East  Mountain  aforesaid,  to  the  said  stake  and  stones  in  the  said 
dividing  line[s]  between  Granville  and  Westfield,  in  its  course  strikes 
a  number  of  chesnut  plants  standing  together,  with  stones  about  them, 
by  the  country  road  leading  to  the  west  part  of  Suflfield,  and  between 
two  small  rivulets  called  Stoney  Gutters)  —  be  and  hereby  is  erected  into 
a  sep[e][a]rate  district  by  the  name  of  Sonthwick;  and  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  district  be  and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the 
powers  and  privileges  that  towns  in  this  province  enjoy  by  law,  that 
of  sending  a  representative  to  this  court  only  excepted  ;  and  that  the 
said  district  shall  have  full  right  and  libert}',  from  time  to  time,  to  join 
with  the  town  of  Westfield  in  the  choice  of  representatives,  to  be  _^Q  j„in  ^j,i, 
chosen  of  the  town  or  district  aforesaid  indifferently,  to  reiH-esent  them  Westikid  in  iho 

"  ,  ciioicG  of  rc'prc* 

at  the  general  assembly  ;  and  that  the  said  district  of  Sonthwick  shall,  Bentatives, 
from  time  to  time,  bear  their  proportion  of  the  expence  of  such  reprc-  ■ 
sentatives.    And  the  freeholders  and  other  electors  of  said  district  shall 
be  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  election,  by  a  warrant  from  the 
selectmen  of  Westfield,  directed  to  the  constable  or  constal)les  of  said 
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[Chap.  2.] 


—  nnfl  pay  their 
proportion  of 
the  charge. 


EltUul  Taylor, 
Esq.,  to  notify  a 
meeting. 


Proviso,  for  pay. 
ment  of  past 
taxes. 


Province  tax 
this  year  to  be 
assessed  by 
Westtteld, 


—  also  county, 
town,  and  par- 
ish taxes. 


Southwick  to 
pay  a  fifth  part 
of  Westfield 
province  tax 
until  a  new  val. 
uation. 


South-wick,  in  the  usual  form,  directing  him,  or  them,  to  warn  the  in- 
habitants of  said  Southwick  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  of  elec- 
tion ;  and  that  the  charges  of  representation  be  paid  by  said  Westfield 
and  Southwick,  in  the  same  proportion,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  pay 
towards  the  province  tax. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Eldad  Taylor,  Esq'^''^,  be  and  hereby  is  empow- 
ered and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of 
said  Southwick,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  South- 
wick, qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  some  suitable  time 
and  place,  in  said  district,  to  chuse  such  officers  as  may  be  necessary 
to  conduct  the  affairs  of  said  district,  which  they  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  chuse  at  such  meeting. 

Provided,  nevertheless, — 

[Sect.  3.]  The  inhabitants  of  said  Southwick  shall  pay  their  pro- 
portion of  all  such  province  and  county  taxes  as  are  already  set  on 
them  by  the  town  of  Westfield,  in  like  manner  as  though  this  act  had 
not  been  made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  in  regard  to  the  proportion  of  the  province  tax,  at 
this  session  of  the  general  court  set  upon  the  said  town  of  Westfield, 
for  this  present  year,  the  same  be  assessed  by  the  assessors  of  the  said 
town  of  Westfield,  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  said  town  of  Westfield 
and  the  said  district  of  Southwick,  and  shall  be  collected  by  the  collectors 
of  the  said  town  of  Westfield  in  the  same  manner  they  would  have  been 
if  this  act  had  not  been  made  ;  and  that  all  county,  town  and  parish 
taxes,  which  without  the  making  of  this  act  would  have  been  set  upon 
the  said  town  of  Westfield,  shall  be  imposed,  assessed  and  collected 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  province  tax  aforesaid  for  this  present 
year ;  and  that  the  assessors  and  collectors  of  said  town  of  Westfield, 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  fully  empowered  to  assess  and  collect  the 
same  in  like  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  after  this  present  year,  and  until  a  new  valuation 
of  the  estates  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  several  towns  and  districts  in 
this  province  shall  be  taken  and  concluded,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  district  shall  pay  one-fifth  part  of  the  province  tax  that  would 
have  been  set  upon  the  said  town  of  Westfield  if  the  said  district  had 
not  been  made.     {^Passed  November  7. 


CHAPTEK    2. 


AN 


ACT  FOR    GRANTING  UNTO  HIS   MAJESTY    SEVERAL  RATES  AND 
DUTIES  OF  IMPOST  AND  TUNNAGE  OF  SHIPPING. 


Preamble.  We,  his  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  representa- 

tives of  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  being 
desirous  of  lessening  the  public  debts,  have  chearfully  and  unani- 
mously given  and  granted,  and  do  give  and  grant,  to  his  most  excel- 
lent majesty,  for  the  service  of  this  province,  as  they  shall  hereafter 
apply  it,  the  several  duties  of  impost  upon  all  liquors,  wares,  goods  and 
merchandize  that  shall  be  imported  into  this  province,  and  tunnage  of 
shipping  hereafter  mentioned  ;  and  pray  that  it  may  be  enacted,  — 
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And  be  it  accordingly  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor^  Council  and 
Ilotise  of  Representatives^ 

[Sect.  1.]     That  from  and  after  the  twenty-first  day  of  Novem-  FromNovcm. 
ber,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  to  the  twenty-fii'st  day  NoVumber'/," 
of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  and  until  i7"i,  imposuo 
the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  there  shall  be  paid   °  *^  ^""  ' 
by  the  importers  of  all  wines,  rum  and  other  liquors,  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  that  shall  be  imported  into  this  province  by  any  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof  (except  what  is  by  this  act  hereafter  exempted), 
the  several  duties  of  impost  following  ;  viz.,  — 

For  every  pipe  of  wine  of  every  sort,  five  shillings.  Rates  of  impost. 

For  every  hogshead  of  rum  containing  one  hundi'ed  gallons,  eight 
shillings. 

For  every  hogshead  of  tobacco,  ten  shillings. 

And  for  all  other  commodities,  goods  or  merchandize  not  mentioned 
or  not  excepted,  fourpence  for  every  twenty  shillings'  value,  excepting 
such  goods  and  merchandize  the  produce  of  Great  Britain,  and  also 
foreign  goods  and  merchandize,  imported  from  Great  Britain,  either 
directly,  or  through  the  channel  of  any  of  his  majesty's  colonies : 
2)ruvided  such  foreign  goods  and  merchandize  have  paid  the  duties 
required  by  act  of  parliament. 

[Sect.   2.]     And  for  any  of  the  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  merchan-  For  liquors, 
dize  that  shall  be  imported  into  this  province  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  fo°?ging^to'iM.'' 
of  the  other  provinces  or  colonies  on  this  continent,  or  of  the  English  iii'i'itimts  of 
AVest-India  Islands,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  to  them  belonging,  on  the  °   ^^  provmcts. 
proper  account  of  any  of  the  said  inhabitants  of  said  provinces,  colo- 
nies or  islands,  there  shall  be  paid  by  the  importers  the  several  duties 
of  impost  following  ;  viz.,  — 

For  every  pipe  of  wine  of  every  sort,  ten  shillings. 

For  every  hogshead  of  rum  containing  one  hundred  gallons,  sixteen 
shillings. 

For  every  hogshead  of  sugar,  eightpence. 

For  every  hogshead  of  molasses,  eightpence. 

For  every  hogshead  of  tobacco,  twenty  shillings. 

And  for  all  other  commodities,  goods  and  merchandize  not  mentioned 
or  not  excepted,  eightpence  for  every  twenty  shillings'  value  :  provided,  Proviso. 
cdicays,  that  everything  which  is  the  growth  or  produce  of  the  provinces 
or  colonies  aforesaid  (tobacco  excepted),  and  all  provisions,  salt,  cot- 
ton-wool, bar  and  pig  iron,  mohogony,  Brazilletto,  black-walnut,  lig- 
num-vitae,  red-cedar,  logwood,  hemp,  raw  skins  and  hides,  and  also 
all  prize  goods  brought  into  and  condemned  in  this  province,  are  and 
shall  be  exempted  from  every  the  rates  and  duties  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  master  of  every  ship  or  vessel  coming  into  Masters  of  ves. 
this  province  from  any  other  place,  shall,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  port  wiUiln'fJr^ 
his  arrival  in  any  port  or  harbour,  and  before  bulk  is  broken,  make  re-  ty-cight  hours 
port  and  deliver  a  manifest,  in  writing,  under  his  hand,  to  the  commis-  and  deiiwr  A 
sioner  of  impost  that  is  or  shall  be  appointed  by  this  province,  of  the  manifest  to  the 
contents  of   loading  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  therein  particularly  ex- 
pressing the  species,  kind  and  qualities  of  all  wines,  liquors,  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize  imported  in  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  the 
marks  and  numbers  thereof,  and  to  whom  the  same  are  consigned ; 
;md  make  oath  before  the  commissioner  that  the  same  manifest  con- 
tains a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  lading  taken  on  board  and  im- 
l)orted  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  so  far  as  he  knows  or  believes ;  and 
that,  if  he  knows  of  anymore  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dize laden  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  imported  therein,  he  shall 
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case  of  break- 
ing bulk. 


Invoice  to  be 
proiluced. 


forthwith  make  report  thereof  to  the  commissioner  aforesaid,  and 
cause  the  same  to  be  added  to  the  manifest. 

And  be  ft  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  master  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  break 
bulk,  or  suffer  any  of  the  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize imported  in  such  ship  or  vessel  to  be  unladen  before  report  and 
entry  thereof  be  made  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one 
Imndred  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  all  merchants  and  other  persons,  being  owners  of 
any  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  imported  into  this 
province,  for  which  any  of  the  rates  or  duties  aforesaid  are  payable, 
or  having  the  same  consigned  to  them,  shall  make  entry  thereof  with 
the  commissioner  aforesaid,  and  produce  an  invoice  of  all  such  goods 
as  pay  ad  valorem,  and  make  oath  before  him  in  the  form  following  ; 
viz., — 

You,  A.  B.,  do  swear  that  the  entry  of  goods  or  merchandize,  by  you  made, 
and  the  vakie  thereof  annexed,  is,  6owa^(Ze, according  to  your  best  skill  and 
judgment,  agreeable  to  the  price  current  or  the  market  price  of  the  said 
goods.     So  help  you  God. 


Duties- to  be 
\>M'\  before 
buiiliiig. 


—  which  oath  the  commissioner  or  receiver  appointed  in  consequence 
of  this  act,  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  administer  ;  and  the 
owners  aforesaid  shall  pay  the  said  commissioner,  or  give  security  to 
pay,  the  duty  of  impost  by  this  act  required,  before  such  wines,  liquors, 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize  be  landed  or  taken  out  of  the  vessel  in 
which  the  same  shall  be  imported. 

[Sect.  6.]  And  no  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize 
that  by  this  act  are  liable  to  pay  impost  or  duty,  shall  be  landed  on 
any  wharf,  or  in  any  warehouse  or  other  place,  but  in  the  daytime  onh', 
unless  in  the  presence  or  with  the  consent  of  the  coumiissioner  or  re- 
ceiver, on  pain  of  forfeiting  all  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  lighter,  boat  or  vessel  out  of  which  the  same  shall  be 
landed  or  put  into  any  warehouse  or  other  place  ;  excepting  only  sucli 
wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  lighter,  boat  or  vessel,  as 
shall  appear  to  be  the  property  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province. 

[Sect.  7.]  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  not  have  and  pro- 
duce an  invoice  of  the  quantities  of  rum  or  other  liquors  to  hiin  or 
them  consigned,  then  the  cask  wherein  the  same  are,  shall  be  gauged 
at  the  charge  of  the  importer,  that  the  contents  may  thereof  be  known. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  8.]  That  the  said  commissioner  shall  be  and  hereby  is 
allowed  to  give  credit  to  such  person  or  persons  whose  duty  of  im- 
post in  one  vessel  shall  not  exceed  six  pounds  ;  which  credit  shall  be 
so  limited  as  that  he  shall  settle  and  ballance  his  accompts  with  every 
person  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Noveinber,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  that  the  said  'accompts  may  be  pro- 
duced to  this  court  as  soon  as  may  be  after ;  and  for  all  entries  where 
the  impost  to  be  paid  doth  not  exceed  three  shillings,  the  said  C(nn- 
missioner  shall  not  demand  anything,  and  not  more  than  sixpence  for 
any  other  single  entry,  to  what  value  soever. 

And  belt  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  the  importer  of  all  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares, 
''.'"hln^iu  vefsora'  and  merchandize,  from  and  after  the  twenty-first  day  of  November, 
to  make  report.'  q^q  thousand  scvcu  huudrcd  and  seventy,  and  until  the  twenty-first 
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day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  and 
until  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  by  land- 
carriage,  or  in  small  vessels  or  boats,  shall,  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  importation,  make  report  and  deliver  a  manifest  thereof  to  the 
commissioner  aforesaid  or  his  deputy,  therein  particularly  expressing 
the  species,  kind  and  quantity  of  all  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandize  so  imported,  with  the  marks  and  numbers  thereof, 
vrhen,  how  and  by  whom  brought;  and  shall  make  oath,  before  the  yaid 
commissioner  or  his  deputy,  to  the  truth  of  such  report  and  manifest, 
and  shall  pay  or  secure  to  be  paid  the  several  duties  aforesaid  by  this 
act  charged  and  chargeable  upon  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares 
and  merchandize,  before  the  same  are  landed,  housed,  or  put  in  any 
store  or  place  whatever,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  every  merchant  or  other  person  importing  any  Aiiowancufnr 
wines  into  this  province,  shall  be  allowed  twelve  per  cent  for  ordinary  '*''*'^^fe'"^- 
leakage,  besides  extraordinary :  provided-such  wines  shall  not  have 
been  filled  on  board  ;  and  that  every  hogshead,  butt  or  pipe  of  wine 
that  has  two-thirds  thereof  leaked  out,  shall  be  accounted  for  outs, 
and  the  master  or  importer  shall  pay  no  duty  for  the  same.  And  no 
master  of  any  sliip  or  vessel  shall  suffer  any  wines  to  be  filled  on 
board,  without  giving  a  certificate  of  the  quantity  so  filled  up,  under  his 
hand,  before  the  landing  thereof,  to  the  commissioner  or  receiver  of  im- 
post for  tiuit  port,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds. 

[Sect.  11.]  And  if  it  may  be  made  to  appear  that  any  wines  im- 
ported in  any  ship  or  vessel  be  decayed  at  the  time  of  unloading 
thereof,  or  in  twenty  days  afterwards,  oath  being  made  before  the 
commissioner  or  receiver  that  the  same  has  not  l3een  landed  above 
that  time,  the  duties  and  impost  paid  for  such  wines  shall  be  repaid 
unto  the  importer  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.   12.]     That  the  master  of  every  ship  or  vessel  importing  any  MaBter  aiiowo.i 
liquors,  wines,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  !"  f'^'^',',"  *'',"'"'" 
impost  tor  such  and  so  much  thereof,  contained  in  his  manifest,  as  the  duty  uot 
shall  uot  be  duly  entered,  and  the  duty  paid  for  the  same  by  the  per-  ^'"^' 
son  or  persons  to  whom  such  wines,   liquors,   goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandize are  or  shall  be  consigned.     And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful, 
for  the  master  of  every  ship  or  other  vessel,  to  secure  and  detain  in  his 
hands,  at  the  owner's  risque,  all  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize  imported  in  any  ship  or  vessel,  until  he  receives  a  certifi- 
cate, from  the  commissioner  or  receiver  of  impost,  that  the  duty  for 
the  same  is  paid,  and  until  he  be  paid  his  necessary  charges  in  socur- 
in§^  the  same  ;  or  such  master  may  deliver  such  wines,  liquors,  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize  as  are  not  entred,  unto  the  commissioner  or 
receiver  of  impost  in  such  port,  or  his  order,  who  is  hereby  empow- 
ered and  directed  to  receive  and  keep  the  same,  at  the  owner's  risque, 
until  the  impost  thereof,  with  the  charges,  be  paid  or  secured  to  be 
l^aid  ;  and  then  to  deliver  such  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandize as  such  master  shall  direct. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  13.]  That  the  commissioner  or  receiver  of  impost,  in  each  Master  liable  to 
l)ort,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  impowercd  to  sue  the  master  of  any  shi[)  ^•'""'-'i- 
or  vessel  for  the  impost  or  duty  of  so  much  of  the  lading  of  any  wines, 
liquors,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  imported  therein,  according  to 
the  manifest  to  be  by  him  given  upon  oath,  aforesaid,  as  shall  remain 
not  entered  and  the  duty  of  impost  therefor  not  paid  or  secured  to  be 
paid.     And  where  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  are  such  that  the 
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value  thereof  is  not  known,  whereby  the  impost  to  be  recovered  of  the 
master,  for  the  same,  cannot  be  ascertained,  the  owner  or  person  to  whom 
such  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  are  or  shall  be  consigned,  shall 
be  summoned  to  appear  as  an  evidence  at  the  court  where  such 
suit  for  the  impost  and  the  duty  thereof  shall  be  brought,  and  be  there 
required  to  make  oath  to  the  value  of  such  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dize. 

Aiid  be  it  fuTtlier  enacted, 
Ship,  &c.,  liable      [Sect.  14.]     That  the  ship  or  vessel,  with  her  tackle,  appan-el  and 
execiiUon"*"     fumiturc,  the  master  of  which  shall  make  default  in  anything  by  tills 
act  required  to  be  performed  by  him,  shall  be  liable  to  answer  and 
make  good  the  sum  or  sums  forfeited  by  such  master,  according  to  this 
act,  for  any  such  default,  as  also  to  make  good  the  impost  or  duty  for 
all  wines,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  not  entered  as  afore- 
said, or  for  which  the  duty  of  impost  has  not  been  paid  ;  and  upon 
judgment  recovered  against  such  master,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  with 
so  much  of  the  tackle  or  appurtenances  thereof  as  shall  be  suincicnt  to 
satisfy  the  said  judgment,  may  be  taken  by  execution  for  the  same  ; 
and  the  commissioner  or  receiver  of  the  impost  is  hereby  impowered 
to  make  seizure  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  and  detain  the  same  under 
seizure  until  judgment  be  given  in  any  suit  to  be  commenced  and  pros- 
ecuted for  any  of  the  said  forfeitures,  or  for  the  duty  aforesaid  ;  to  the 
intent,  that  if  judgment  be  rendered  for  the  prosecutor  or  informer, 
such  ship  or  vessel  and  appurtenances  may  be  exposed  to  sale,  for  sat- 
isfaction thereof,  as  is  before  provided :  unless  the  owners,  or  some  on 
their  behalf,  for  the  releasing  of  such  ship  or  vessel  from  under  seiz- 
ure or  restraint,  shall  give  sufficient  security  to  the  commissioner  or 
receiver  of  impost  that  seized  the  same,  to  respond  or  satisfy  the  sum 
or  value  of  the  forfeitures  and  duties,  with  the  charges,  that  shall  be  re- 
covered against  the  master  thereof,  upon  such  suit  to  be  brought  for 
the  same,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  master  occasioning  such  loss  or  dam- 
age unto  the  owners  through  his  default  or  neglect,  shall  be  liable  unto 
their  action  for  the  same. 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 
Naval  officer  not       [Sect.  15.]     That  the  uaval  officcr  withiu  any  of  the  ports  of  this 
to  dear  vessels    pi-Qvincc  shall  not  clcar  any  ship  or  vessel,  outward  bound,  until  he 
paidr^"*'  ^      shall  be  certified  by  the  commissioner  or  receiver  of  impost,  that  the 
duty  and  impost  for  the  goods  last  imported  in  such  ship  or  vessel  are 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid. 
Rills  of  8t..reto       [Sect.  16.]     And  the  commissioner  or  receiver  of  impost  is  hereby 
be  allowed.        impowcred  to  allow  bills  of  store  to  the  master  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
importing  any  wines  or  liquors,  for  such  private  adventures  as  shall 
belong  to  the  master  or  seamen  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  commissioner  or  receiver,  not  exceeding  three  per  cent  of 
the  lading  ;  and  the  duties  payable  by  this  act,  for  such  wines  or  liquors, 
in  such  bills  of  stores  mentioned  and  expressed,  shall  be  abated. 
Preamble.  And  foT  the  morc  effectual  preventing  wines,  rum  or  other  distilled 

spirits  being  brought  into  this  province  from  the  neighbouring  govern- 
ments, by  land,  or  in  small  boats  or  vessels,  or  any  other  way,  and 
also  to  prevent  wines,  rum  or  other  distilled  spirits  being  first  sent 
out  of    this   province,  and  afterwards  brought  into  the 'government 
again,  to  defraud  the  government  of  the  duties  of  impost,  — 
Be  it  enacted, 
Commissioner         [Sect.  17.]     That  the  commissioner  and  receiver  of  the  aforesaid 
to  appoint  dep.   (jutics  of  Impost  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  impowered  and  enjoined  to, 

utR'B  in  places  .  '■  .,ii  ./^  i-ij.  i 

where  wines,      appomt  ouc  OT  moTC  suitablc  person  or  persons  as  his  deputy  or  dep- 
be'brought  o^ut    utics,  lu  all  such  places  of  this  province  where  it  is  likely  that  wine 
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rum  or  other  distilled  spirits  will  be  brought  out  of  other  govemmeuts  of  other  govern- 
into  this  ;  which  officers  shall  have  power  to  seize  the  same,  unless  the  ™®"**- 
owner  shall  make  it  appear  that  the  duty  of  impost  has  been  paid 
therefor  since  theh*  being  brought  into  or  re-landed  in  this  government ; 
and  such  officer  or  officers  are  impowered  also  to  search,  in  all  sus- 
pected places,  for  such  wine,  rum  or  other  distilled  spirits,  brought  or 
re-landed  in  this  government,  where  the  duty  is  not  paid  as  aforesaid, 
and  to  seize  or  secure  the  same  for  the  ends  and  uses  as  in  this  act  is 
hereafter  provided. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  18.]     That  the   commissioner  or  his  deputies  shall   have  CommiRsioner 
power  to  administer  the  several  oaths  aforesaid,  and  search  in  all  sus-  powe^"uo"a'd. 
pected  places  for  all  such  wines,  rum,  liquors,  goods,  wares  and  mer-  minister  the 
chandize  as  are  brought  into  this  province,  and  landed  contrary  to  the  search  and 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  to  seize  the  same  for  the  uses  ^®'^'^* 
hereinafter  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

FSect.  19.1  That  there  shall  be  paid  by  the  master  of  every  ship  Tonnage  of 
or  other  vessel,  coming  into  any  port  or  ports  of  this  province,  to  trade 
or  traffick,  whereof  all  the  owners  are  not  belonging  to  this  province 
(excepting  such  vessels  as  belong  to  Great  Britain,  the  provinces  or 
colonies  of  Pennsylvania,  West  and  East  Jerseys,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island  and  Nova  Scotia),  every  voyage 
such  ship  or  vessel  doth  make,  one  pound  of  good  pistol-powder  for 
every  ton  such  ship  or  vessel  is  in  burthen  :  saving  for  that  part  which 
is  owned  in  Great  Britain,  this  province,  or  any  of  the  governments 
aforesaid,  which  are  hereby  exempted ;  to  be  paid  unto  the  commis- 
sioner or  receiver  of  the  duties  of  impost,  and  to  be  employed  for  the 
ends  and  uses  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  20.]  And  the  said  commissioner  is  hereby  impowered  to  ^^gag^'red^if* 
appoint  a  meet  and  suitable  person,  to  repair  unto  and  on  board  any  suspected, 
ship  or  vessel,  to  take  the  exact  measure  and  tunnage  thereof,  in  case 
he  shall  suspect  the  register  of  such  ship  or  vessel  doth  not  express 
and  set  forth  the  full  burthen  of  the  same  ;  the  charge  thereof  to  be 
paid  by  the  owner  or  master  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  before  she  shall 
be  cleared,  in  case  she  appear  to  be  of  greater  burthen  :  otherwise,  to 
be  paid  by  the  commissioner  out  of  the  money  received  by  him  for  im- 
post, and  shall  be  allowed  him,  accordingly,  by  the  treasurer  in  his  ac- 
compts.  And  the  naval  officer  shall  not  clear  any  vessel,  until  he  be 
certified,  also,  by  the  commissioner,  that  the  duty  of  tunnage  for  the 
same  is  paid,  or  that  it  is  such  a  vessel  for  which  none  is  payable  ac- 
cording to  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  21.1     That  when  and  so  often  as  any  wine  or  rum  imported  Drawback  for 

•    J       . ,  .  .  ,  »  .1-1  a  •  1  .    1       1     11  1  Wine  and  rum, 

into  this  provmce,  the  aforesaid  duty  of  impost  upon  which  shall  have  allowed,  in  case. 

been  paid  agreeable  to.  this  act,  shall  be  re-shipped  and  exported  from 

this  government  to  any  other  part  of  the  world,  that  then  and  in  every 

such  case,  the  exporter  of  such  wines  or  rum  shall  make  oath,  at  the 

time  of  shipping,  bofore  the  receiver  of  impost,  or  his  deputy,  that  the 

whole  of  the  wine  or  rum  so  shipped  has,  bona  fide,  had  the  duty  of  impost 

aforesaid  paid  on  the  same,  and  shall  afterwards  produce  a  certificate, 

from  some  officer  of  the  customs,  that  the  same  has  been  landed  out  of 

this  government, — or  the  master  of  the  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  be 

exported  shall  make  oath,  before  the  commissioner  or  his  deputy,  that 

the  same  has  been  landed  and  left  in  some  port  out  of  the  government, 

and  the  exporter,  upon  producing  such  certificate,  or  upon  such  oath  of 

the  master,  make  oath  that  he  verily  believes  no  part  of  said  wines  or 
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rum  has  been  re-landed  in  this  province,  —  such  exporter  shall  be  al- 
lowed a  drawback  from  the  receiver  of  impost  as  follows  ;  viz.,  — 

For  every  pipe  of  wine,  four  shillings. 

For  every  hogshead  of  rum,  seven  shillings. 

Provided,  always,  — 

[Sect.  22.]  That  if,  after  the  shipping  of  such  wines  or  rum,  to  be 
exported  as  aforesaid,  and  giving  security  as  aforesaid,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  drawback  aforesaid,  the  wines  or  rum  so  shipped  to  be  ex- 
ported, or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  re-landed  in  this  province,  or  brought 
into  the  same  from  any  other  province  or  colony,  that  then  all  such 
wine  or  rum  so  re-landed  or  brought  again  into  this  province,  shall  he 
forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  by  the  commissioner  aforesaid,  or  his 
deputy. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  23.]  That  there  be  one  fit  person,  and  no  more,  nominated 
and  appointed  by  this  court,  as  a  commissioner  and  receiver  of  the 
aforesaid  duties  of  impost  and  tuanage  of  shipping,  and  for  the  in- 
spection, care  and  management  of  the  said  office,  and  whatever  relates 
thereto,  to  receive  commission  from  the  governor  or  commander-in-chief 
for  the  time  being,  with  authority  to  substitute  and  appoint  a  deputy 
receiver  in  each  port,  or  other  place  besides  that  in  which  he  resides, 
and  to  grant  warrants  to  such  deputy  receivers  for  the  said  place,  and 
to  collect  and  receive  the  impost  and  tunnage  of  shipping,  as  aforesaid, 
that  shall  become  due  within  such  port,  and  to  render  the  accouut 
thereof,  and  to  pay  in  the  same  to  the  said  commissioner  and  receiver : 
.which  said  commissioner  and  receiver  shall  keep  fair  books  of  all  en- 
tries and  duties  arising  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  also,  a  particular  account 
of  every  vessel,  so  that  the  duties  of  impost  and  tunnage  arising  on 
said  vessel  may  appear;  and  the  same  to  be  open,  at  all  seasonable 
times,  to  the  view  and  perusal  of  the  treasurer  or  receiver-general  of 
this  province  (or  any  other  person  or  persons  whom  this  court  shall 
appoint),  with  whom  he  shall  account  for  all  collections  and  payments, 
and  pay  all  such  monies  as  shall  be  in  his  hands,  as  the  treasurer  or 
receiver-general  shall  demand  it.  And  the  said  commissioner  or  re- 
ceiver, and  his  deputy  or  deputies,  before  their  entering  into  the  exe- 
cution of  their  office  aforesaid,  shall  be  sworn  to  deal  truly  and  faith- 
fully therein,  and  shall  attend  in  said  office  from  ten  of  the  clock  in 
the  forenoon,  until  one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  from  three 
of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  to  five  of  the  clock. 

[Sect.  24.]  And  the  said  commissioner  or  receiver,  for  his  labour, 
care  and  expences  in  the  said  office,  shall  have  and  receive,  out  of  the 
province  treasury,  at  the  rate  of  sixty  pounds  per  annum ;  and  his 
deputy  or  deputies  shall  receive  for  their  service  such  sums  as  the 
commissioner  of  the  impost,  together  with  the  province  treasurer,  shall 
judge  necessary  for  whatever  sums  they  shall  receive  and  pay ;  and 
the  treasurer  is  hereby  ordered,  in  passing  and  receiving  the  said  com- 
missioner's accounts,  accordingly,  to  allow  the  payment  of  such  salary 
or  salaries,  as  aforesaid,  to  himself  and  his  deputies. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  25.]  That  all  penalties,  fines  and  forfeitures,  accruing  or 
arising  in,  consequence  of  any  breach  of  this  act,  shall  be  one  half  to 
his  majesty  for  the  use  of  this  province,  and  the  other  half  to  him  or 
them  that  shall  seize,  inform  and  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt, 
presentment  or  indictment  of  the  grand  jury,  in  any  of  his  majesty's 
courts  of  record  wherein  no  essoign,  protection  or  wager  of  law  shall 
be  allowed ;  the  whole  charge  of  the  prosecution  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  half  belonging  to  the  informer. 
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And  be  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2G.]     That  from  and  after  the  coniinencement  of  this  act,  in  Charges  of 
all  causes  wherein  any  claimant  shall  appear  and  shall  not  make  good  to'be  p"a^d"in*^ 
the  claim,  the  charges  of  prosecution  shall  be  be  borne  and  paid  by  case, 
the  said  claimer  and  not  by  the  informer.     [^Passed  November  15  ; 
published  November  20. 


CHAPTEK   3. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  THE  ALEWIVE  FISHERY  IN  THE  TOWN  OF 

BRIDGWATER. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  town  of  Bridg-  Selectmen  of 
water,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  some  time  in  the  month  of  ^mpow^rwrto 
March  next,  and  so,  annually,  in  the  month  of  March,  during  the  con-  let  out  the  fish, 
tinuance  of  this  act,  either  by  the  selectmen  or  by  a  committee  of  wears  hcrdn 
three  or  more  persons  chosen  by  the  town  for  that  purpose,  to  let  or  i]3|"Mass.'!69 
farm  out  the  privilege  of  taking  and  disposing  of  the  fish,  in  said  town, 
called  alewives,  at  the  several  wares  in  said  town  ;  viz^'l,  at  the  ware 
by  the  Town  Mills  so  called  ;  also  at  the  ware  by  Perkin's  Mills,  and 
also  at  the  ware  hy  Whitman's  Mills,  to  the  highest  bidder ;  publick 
notice  being  first  given  by  the  selectmen,  or  committee,  of  the  time  and 
place  of  selling  said  privilege. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

TSect.  2.1  That  the  person  or  persons  purchasing  said  privilege  shall  Purchaser  to 
give  sufficient  security  to  the  treasurer  of  said  town,  for  the  time  being, 
for  the  payment  of  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  said  privilege  shall 
be  sold  for,  to  be  paid  at  such  time  or  times  as  the  selectmen  or  com- 
mijttee  aforesaid  shall  agree  upon,  to  be  improved  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  said  town. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3 . ]    That  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  conform  him-,  —  and  to  con- 
or  themselves  to  such  days  and  places  for  taking  said  fish  as  shall  be  anlTpiaco*^' 
appointed  by  the  committee  or  selectmen  aforesaid,  and  at  no  other  appointed, 
time  or  place,  under  the  same  penalty  or  forfeiture  as  the  law  inflicts 
on  persons  presuming  to  fish  on  da^^s  prohibited. 

A7xd  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  not  ask  -and  to  the 
or  receive  of  any  person  applying  to  him  or  them  to  buy  said  fish,  more  umued?'^  " 
than  one  shilling  per  hundred,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or 
less  number,  nor  refuse  or  deny  to  supply  any  person  or  persons  with 
fish,  when  it  is  in  their  power  to  supply  them  (they  being  ready  to  pay 
for  the  same) ,  under  the  penalty  or  forfeiture  of  twenty  shillings  for 
each  offence,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  before 
any  one  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Plym- 
outh ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  him  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the 
otlier  moiety  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  town. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  if  any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  said  pur-  No  other  per- 
chaser  or  purchasers,  or  those  employed  by  them,  shall  presume  to  "^^^  ^''^  •"»** 
take  said  fish,  even  on  those  days  prefixed  for  the  purchasers  to  take 
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them,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  same  fine  as  is  inflicted  by  law  on 
those  who  shall  presume  to  take  said  fish  at  any  other  time  or  place  not 
appointed  as  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  6.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of 
three  years  from  the  last  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
di'ed  and  seventy,  and  no  longer.  [_Passed  November  15 ;  published 
November  20. 


CHAPTER   4. 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  OBSTRUCTING  AND  DESTROYING  OF  THE 
FISH  CALLED  ALEWIVES,  IN  THEIR  PASSAGE  UP  AND  DOWN  MAD- 
DEPAYSET  RIVER,  WITHIN  THE  TOWN  OF  ROCHESTER. 


Preamble. 


Passage  for 
alewivcs  to  be 
kept  open  from 
10th  of  April  to 
last  of  May,  on 
penalty  of 
£10. 


Penalty  of  12s. 
for  drawing 
seines,  making 
wears,  &c. 


Ten  days'  notice 
to  be  given  for 
taking  said  fish. 


40».  penalty  for 
breaking  down 
flumes,  &c. 


Whereas  the  town  of  Rochester  have  been  at  great  labour  and 
expence  in  digging  out  a  passage  from  Sniptuet  Pond  to  the  head  of 
Maddepayset  River,  in  said  town,  in  order  to  let  the  alewives  have  free 
course  from  the  sea  into  said  pond  to  cast  their  spawn  ;  and  whereas 
the  good  fruit  of  their  labours  and  expence  depends  on  the  regulation 
and  government  of  the  stream  thvo'[ugh']  which  they  pass,  and  there 
being  sundry  mill-dams  across  said  river,  and  by  reason  of  many  evil- 
minded  and  disorderly  persons  setting  up  wares,  stopping  and  ob- 
structing said  alewives,  the  expectation  and  benefit  of  their  labours 
have  [a*]lmost  been  defeated  ;  for  remedy  whereof, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  owner  or  oc[c]upants  [o/*]  all  such  dams  as 
now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  erected;  upon  said  river  or  stream, 
between  said  pond  and  the  sea,  shall  make  and  keep  open  a  proper 
passage  through  the  same,  for  said  alewives,  from  the  tenth  day  of 
April  to  the  last  day  of  May,  annually,  on  pain  that  every  person 
offending  in  this  particular  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten 
pounds. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  whosoever  shall  di'aw  any  seine,  make  any  ware, 
hedge  or  dam  across  said  river^  or  shall  presume,  with  scoop,  or  dip- 
net,  to  take  such  fish,  or  any  other  way  hinder,  stop  or  obstruct  in 
their  passage  to  or  from  said  pond,  or  be  aiding  and  assisting  therein 
(except  in  the  manner  hereafter  provided) ,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for 
each  and  every  offence  he  shall  so  commit,  the  sum  of  twelve  shillings. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  said  town  at  their 
annual  meeting  in  March,  to  choose  one  or  more  persons  whose  busi- 
ness it  shall  l^e,  and  who  are  hereby  impowered,  to  appoint  proper 
times  and  places,  in  said  river  or  stream,  for  taking  said  fish,  who  shall 
give  notice  thereof  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  posted  up  at  one  or 
more  the  most  public  places  in  said  town,  at  least  ten  days  before  the 
taking  said  fish  ;  and  thereupon  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  only,  shall 
have  full  liberty  to  take  said  fish,  agre[e]able  to  the  rules  and  direc- 
tions posted  up  in  such  wi'iting  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  every  person  breaking  down,  filling  up,  or  other- 
ways  damnifying  the  flooms,  sluices,  ditches  and  other  works,  that  are 
or  shall  hereafter  be  erected  and  done  for  the  growth  and  increase  of 

*  Parcbmeat.  mutilated. 
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said  fish,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  forty  shiWings :  j^rovided,  Proviso. 
nevertheless,  that  all  persons  owning  or  possessing  lands,  or  that  shall 
hereafter  own  or  possess  land,  upon  the  said  river,  shall  have  full 
power  to  build  and  erect  all  such  mill-dams  and  other  works,  as  they 
shall  see  fit,  always  observing  the  rules  and  restrictions  in  this  act 
aforementioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  all  fines  and  forfeitures  arising  by  this  act  may  Fines  and  for- 
be  had  and  recovered  in  manner  and  form  as  by  a  law  of  this  province  feiturea.howto 
made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of   George  the  First,  intit[u]led  and  for  what 
"An  Act  in  addition  to  and  for  rendering  more  effectual  an  act  made  1726.27,  chapi^Si 
in  the  tenth   year  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Third,  intit[M]led  '       '■■■ 

'  An  Act  for  preventing  of  trespasses ; '  "  and  that  the  several  fines 
and  penalties  arising  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  sued  for  and  recov- 
ered in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  by  any  person  that  shall 
prosecute  and  sue  therefor,  one  half  of  such  sum  to  be  to  and  for  the 
use  of  the  prosecutor,   and  the  other  half  to  be  to  and  for  the  use  of  ;■• 

the  poor  of  the  town  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed.  ,.  vj 

[Sect.  6.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  Continuance 'df^ 
three  years  from  the  last  day  of    November,  1770,  and  no  longer.  ^^^^^^' 
[^Passed  November  15  ;  published  November  20. 


CHAPTER  5. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE 
EXPIRED  AND  NEAR  EXPIRING. 

Whereas  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  now  ex-  Preamble, 
pired  or  near  expiring,  have  been  found  useful  and   beneficial;  viz., 
one  act  made  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  King  Acts  revived 
George  the  Second,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  securing  the  seasonable  pay-  ^l^^  wntinued; 
ment  of  town  and  precinct  rates  or  assessments  ;"  two  acts  made  in  Act'for  secur- 
the  tenth  and  eleventh  years  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  prldnTt  r^ates. 
in  further  addition  to  an  act  made  in  the  first  year  of  his  present  Acuo"'*v'rvent^' 
majesty's  reign,  intitled  'An  Act  to  prevent  coparceners,  joint  tenants  coparceners 
and  tenants  in  common,  from  committing  strip  and  wast  upon  lands  hst-'s"^  ^ap^'s. 
by  them  held  in  common  and  undivided  ;' "  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  Act  for  relief" 
in  further  addition  to  an  act,  intitled  '  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  idiots  i737.38,*chap.  9. 
and  distracted  persons  ;' "  one  act  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  t\g{mcllf^^^^' 
same  reign,  intitled  "An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  for  regu-  n4o.4i,chap.  is. 
lating  of  fences,  &c ; "  two  acts  made  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  ^an°pox!'™-^ 
same  reign ;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  "^^ /^•''^"P- ^4 
smaU-pox   and  other  infectious  sickness,  and  to  prevent  the  conceal-  latingtown-"'' 
ing  the  same  ;"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  further   addition  to  and  nli^^chap  28 
explanation  of    an   act  intitled  'An  Act   for  regulating  townships.  Act  for  prevent-' 
choice  of  town  officers,  &c.  ;'"  one  act  made  in  the  eighteenth  year  dol™'*'^'''^'''^ 
of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  mischief  being  done  nM-ts.cbap.  25. 
by  unruly  dogs  ; "  two  acts  made  in  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  years  unneceBsary" 
of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  unnecessary  cost  '^f^l^^  chap  ifi 
being  allowed  to  parties  and  witnesses  in  the  several  courts  of  justice  Act  for  appoint*, 
within  this  province  ;"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  erf  of^e^wrrL?"' 
act,   intitled   '  An   Act  for   appointing  commissioners  of  sewers  ; ' "  ^21l'^^{f^-^^' }^' 
four  acts    made    in  the  twentieth  year   of    the   same  reign ;    one,  views'^bVjuriea. 
intitled  "An    Act  relating  to  views  by  a  jury  in  civil  actions;"  1746-47, chap. ^^ 
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Act  to  prevent 
cursing  and 
swearing. 
1746-47,chap.  17. 
Act  for  regulat- 
ing swine. 
1746-47,  chap.  26. 
Act  for  secur- 
ing Sandy  Neck 
Meadow. 
174C-47,cl)3p.  2S. 
Act  to  prevent 
stage  plays. 
1749-5U,cliap.  24. 
Act  for  regulat- 
ing swine. 
1750-51,  chap.  5. 
Act  to  prevent 
tiring  the 
woods. 

1753-54,  chap.  9. 
Act  for  hccur. 
ing  Barnstable 
beaches. 
1767-58,  chap.  5. 
Act  for  provid- 
ing pounds. 
1767-o8,chap.  10. 
Act  relating  to 
ferries. 

17o9-60,chap.  21. 
Act  regulating 
choice  of  petit 
jurors. 

1759-60,chap.  29. 
Act  for  preser- 
vation of  moose 
and  doer : 
1765-G6,chap.  19. 

— continued  to 
November.lfit, 
1775. 


another,  intitled  "An  Act  more  effectually  to  prevent  prophane 
cursing  and  swearing;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  better 
regulating  swine;"  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  the  meadow  called  Sandy-Neck  Meadow,  in  Barnstable, 
and  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  harbour  there ; "  one  act 
made  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "An 
Act  to  prevent  stage-plays  and  other  theatrical  entertainments ; " 
one  act  made  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled 
"  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  better  regulating  swine;"  one 
act  made  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act 
to  prevent  firing  the  woods ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  thirtieth  year  of 
the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on 
the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  the  township  of  Barnstable,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  harbour,  contiguous  to  the  common  fields  in  said 
town;"  one  act  made  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  the  same  reign,  in- 
titled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  au  act,  intitled  '  An  Act  in  addition  to 
the  act  for  providing  of  pounds,  &c.  ; ' "  two  acts  made  in  the  thirty- 
third  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  relating  to  fer- 
ries ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  the  choice 
of  petit  jurors  ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  present  majes- 
ty's reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  preservation  and  increase  of 
moose  and  deer  on  Tarpolin-cove  Island  and  Nennemesset  Island,  lying 
and  being  in  the  county  of  Dukes  County,"  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives, 

That  such  of  the  before-mentioned  acts  as  are  expired,  be  revived, 
and  such  of  said  acts  as  are  not  yet  expired,  be  continued,  with  all 
and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein,  respectively,  contained, 
and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
then  next  session  of  the  general  court  and  no  longer.  \_Passed  No- 
vember 15  ;  published  November  20. 


CHAPTER  6. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND   CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE 
EXPIRED  AND   NEAR  EXPIRING.    ' 


Preamble  to 
kcts  coQtinited ; 
viz.,— 

Act  to  encour- 
age increase  of 
sheep  and  goats. 
1740-41, chap.  23. 
Act  to  iirevcnt 
pctitior.8  to  the 
generul  court. 
1741  42,  chap.  1. 
Act  for  regulat- 
ing porters. 
1741-42,  chap.  5. 
Act  reiatirig  to 
the  poor. 
1742-43,chap.  18. 
Act  regulating 
bridges. 
1743-44,chap.  21. 
Act  to  prevent 
cattle,  &c.,  feed- 
ing on  Truro 
beaches. 
1745-46,cbap.  26. 


Whereas  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  now 
exph-ed  or  near  expiring,  have  been  found  useful  and  beneficial ;  viz., 
three  acts  made  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty 
King  George  the  Second;  one,"  intitled  "An  Act  to  encourage  the 
increase  of  sheep  and  goats  ;  "  another  act,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  pre- 
vent unnecessary  petitions  to  the  great  and  general  court ;  "  the  other, 
intitled  "An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  porters  employed  within 
the  town  of  Boston  ;  "  an  act  made  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  same 
reign,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws  of  this 
province  relating  to  the  support  of  poor  and  indigent  persons ; "  an 
act  made  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act 
to  regulate  the  expence  of  private  bridges  ;  "  an  act  made  in  the  eigh- 
teenth year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  neat  cattle 
and  horses  running  at  large  and  feeding  on  beaches  adjoining  to 
Eastern-Harbour  Meadows  in  the  town  of  'J'niro  ;  "  two  acts  made  in 
the  twenty -first  year  of  the  same  reign ;   one,  intitled  "An  Act  to 
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prevent  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl;"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  4'=^tJ;^'-J'"^«^^- 
to  prevent  deceit  in  the  gage  of  cask ; "  four  acts  made  in  the  twenty-  fowl. 
second  year  of  the  same  reign;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  ease  Acl'to\n!^vnt 
of  prisoners  for  debt;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  more  easy  deccii^in  gauge 
partition   of  lands;"  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  1747.48' chiip.  :. 
being  done  by  fire  in  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  ; "  the  fr'j'one,^s''*^  °* 
other,  Intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  beach  1748.49,  cimp..  9. 
in  Biddeford,  and  meadow  adjoining  to  said  beach,  commonly  known  tiuon'of^ands.'^ 
by  the   name   of  Winter-Harbour  Beach ; "   eight   acts  made  in  the  n'i8-49,ciiap.  12. 

•^  *^  •      Act  to  prevent 

twenty-third  year  of  the  same  reign ;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  to  pre-  fire, 
vent  the  disturbance  given  the  general  court  by  the  passing  of  coaches,  Ac^ttf  prCTe'iit^' 
chaises,    carts,  trucks   and   other   carriages   by  the   Province   Court  damage  on  bw- 
House  ;  "  another  act,  intitled  "An  Act  for  regulating  the  hospital  on  ins^a.ehap.'iis. 
Rainsford  Island,  and  further  providing  in  case  of  sickness  ;"  another  fig[„\?t,.|^,)go^iJy 
act,  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  punishing  such  offenders  as  shall  be  coaches, &c. 
any  ways  concerned  in  contriving,  writing  or  sending  any  incendiary  ]^ct  for  reltuiJt- 
letters  in  order  to  extort  sums  of  monev,  or  other  things  of  value,  in?  hospital. 

1749  50  chiip    fi 

from  any  of  his  majesty's  good  subjects  ;"  another  act,  intitled  "  An  ActVor  punib'h' 
Act  to  prevent  any  person  obstructing  the  fish  in  their  passing  up  i[Jfen'diary*K'N 
into  Monatiquot  River,  within  the  town  of  Braintree  ; "  another  act,  ters. 
intitled   "An   Act   against  diminishing  or   counterfeiting  money ;"  J^g[*to^pr|!vcnJ' 
another  act,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  and  for  rendering  more  obstructmg^of 

firth  inBr<iiutr<^p« 

effectual  '  An  Act  for  the  restraining  the  takeing  excessive  usury  ; ' "  i749-5o,<hap.  13. 
another  act,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act   intitled  '  An  Act  ^uVterl"itin»  ■ 
to  encourage  the  increase  of  sheep  and  goats;'"   the  other,  intitled  com. 
"An  Act  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  alewives  in  the  Act"agahisfe«-* 
town  of  Middleborough  ; "  four  acts  made  in  twenty-sixth  year  of  the  JlJ^^g'^o  "j^j^p^'ga 
same  reign;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  further  regulating  the  courts  Actfor'cncour-' 
of  probate  within  this  province  ;  "  another  act,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  ofgife'ep''a*if(ri 
the  more  easy  partition  of  lands  or  other  real  estates  given  by   will  gpats.  _ 

and  held  in  common  and  undivided,  among  the   devisees ;  "  another  ActVor  pre^" 
act,  intitled  "An  Act  for  further  preventing  all  riotous,  tumultuous  ^r{^"ft,f,ro'!" 
and  disorderly  assemblies  or  companies  of  persons,  and  for  prevent-  i749.5o,chap.  is. 
ing  bonfires,  in  any  of  the  streets  and  lanes  within  any  towns  of  this  J^g'co'unTof'**' 
province;"   the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  for  preventing  damage  by  pJ'?.!'"^''^^^    '^ 
horses  going  at  large  ;  "  two  acts  made  in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  Act  for  more  -  * 
the  same  reign ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws  fands^""'""""^ 
of  this  government  made  for  the  regulating  general  fields  ;  "  the  other,  i7u2-53,chap.  13. 
intitled  ' '  An  Act  to  prevent  neat  cattle  and  horses  running  at  large  ^ou!'&c!^^''"* 
and  feeding  on  the  beaches  and  meadows  below  the  banks,  in  the  town  '^^ctto'^^rewt!^' 
of  Truro,  from  the  house  of  Joshua  Atkins  to  Bound  Brook,  and  ho'rses  gotng'nt 
also  on  the  common  meadow  at  and  about  Pamit  Harbour  and  River,  Y-!?z%z,chtiix>-  20. 
as  far  up  as  the  wading-place  by  John  Lumbart's  ;  "  one  act  made  in  Act  regulating 
the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  i75;^54,chap.*29. 
to  the  several  laws  of  this  province  now  in  force  respecting  poor  and  ^^j^"  ^J^^^^e* 
idle,  disorderly  and  vagrant  persons  ; "  one  act  made  in  the  thirty-first  beaches  iu     ;'; 
year  of  the   same   reign,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  neat   cattle,  n53':54,chap. w. 
horses  and  sheep  running  at  large  and  feeding  on  the  beaches  be-  Act  respecting 
tween  Wells  and  Ogunquitharbours,  in  the  town  of  Wells,  and  to  prevent  ^°/  persons, 
the  mowing  the  same  ;  "  three  acts  made  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  ^^^fj^„^'p°J'e"J'g„f  • 
the  said  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  providing  that  the  solemn  affir-  neat  cattle,  &c. 
mation  of  the  people  called  Quakers  shall  in  certain  cases  be  accepted  [„""ge."^  ""^ 
instead  of  an  oath  in  the  usual  form  ;  "  another  act,  intitled  "  An  Act  i757-58^chap.  n. 
in  addition  to  '  An  Act  relating  to  executors  and  administrators  ; ' "  Quakc«v>aibl 
the  other  act,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  '  Act  for  explana-  ^^t^-.^^i'^j^JJPtf  • 
tion  of   and  suppliment  to  an  act  referring  to  the  poor ; '"   an  act  administratorB, 
made  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  said  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  ^<^- 
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i758-59,chap.  37.  more  easy  division  and  distribution  of  intestate  estates ; "  four  acts 
uie'poor"*"*'  *°  made  in  the  first  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign ;  one  act,  inti- 
i758.59,chap.  17.  tied  "An  Act  td  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  meadows  and 
intesuteest'Jtes.  beachcs  lying  iu  .and  adjoining  on  the  north  side  of  the  town  of 
Act*to^  preveru '  H^rwich,  bctwecu  Skekit  Harbour,  on  the  east,  and  Quivet  Harbour, 
diimage  on  Har-  ou  the  wcst ; "  another  act,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act 
neaetciKip'.  m  intitled  an  '  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  meadows  and 
Act  to  prevent  beachcs  lying  in  and  adjoining  to  the  north  side  of  the  town  of  Har- 
w'ich'beach,  &c!  wich,  between  Skekit  Harbour,  on  the  east,  and  Quivet  Harbour,  on 
Ac^'usVabhrhing  ^^^  wcst ; '"  another  act,  intitled  "An  Act  for  establishing  a  watch  for 
a  watch  in  Boa-  the  Safety  and  better  securing  the  good  order  of  the  town  of  Boston  ;  " 
i76i-62,  chap.  5.  the  othcr,  intitled  "An  Act  further  impowering  the  courts  of  general 
Actforgr.nting  sessious  of  the  pcacc,  in  this  province,  to  grant  licences  in  certain 
i76i-62,chap.  14.  cascs,  and  thereby  to  prevent  unnecessary  petitions  to  the  general 
hig\a*xe8°'*''*^'"  court ; "  two  acts  made  in  the  second  year  of  the  said  reign ; 
i76i.62,chap.  16.  one  acTt,  iutitlcd  "An  Act  providing  for  the  levying  and  col- 
firo  ii?Bo8Wn.  Iccting  of  taxcs  in  plantations  that  are  not  incorporated ; "  the 
'i'l^'^-6s,chap.i3.  other    act,    intitled     "  An    Act    in    addition    to    the    several    acts 

Act  for  regulat-  -  '  .,  •,         r,         •         ■,  /.t-. 

ing  the  stand-  made  to  prcvcut  damage  by  fire  in  the  town  of  Boston  ;  *  three 
m2-'63,chirp.'i9.  ^cts  made  in  the  third  year  of  said  reign ;  one  act,  intitled 
Act  to  exempt  "  An  Act  declaring  and  regulating  the  standard  of  wheat  imported 
muua'ry du°t'y.  luto  this  pi'ovince,  and  for  preventing  abuses  by  millers;"  another 
Acrfcfrlncorpo-  ^^*'  i^^^itled  "An  Act  to  exempt  the  people  called  Quakers  from  the 
rating  of  Mash-  penalty  of  the  law  for  non-attendance  on  military  musters ; "  the 
i7a5^64'!'chap?'3'.  Other,  Intitled  "  An  Act  for  incorporating  the  Indians  and  molattoes. 
Act  respecting  inhabitants  of  Mashpee,  with  their  lands  there,  into  a  district,  with 
taxes^in'^Boston.  Certain  privileges ;  and  for  their  better  regulation ; "  an  act  made  in 
Actto^pre'vHjnt^*  ^^®  foui'th  year  of  said  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  enable  the  col- 
destruction  of  Icctoi's  of  taxcs  in  the  town  of  Boston  to  sue  for  and  recover  the 
mlfck'iuv^eT*  I'atcs  and  taxes  given  them  to  collect,  in  certain  cases ;  "  five  acts 
^64-65,chap^.^24.  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  said  reign  ;  one  act,  intitled  "An  Act 
the  destruMion  to  prcvcut  the  dcstruction  of  salmon  and  other  fish  in  Merrimack 
net^a^chap.  25.  Reiver,  within  this  province  ; "  another  act,  intitled  ' '  An  Act  to  pre- 
Act  to  prevent  veut  the  dcstructiou  of  oysters  in  the  several  bays  and  rivers  hereafter 
ofaiewivMand  mentioned,  within  this  province  ;"  another  act,  intitled  "  An  Act  for 
1764 65 ''h'  34  P^'^vcnting  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  alewives,  and  other  fish, 
Act  for  pr'i^ser. "  withiu  this  pi'oviuce  ;  "  another  act,  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  prcser- 
outh'beach.'^'"'  vation  of  the  beach  and  harbom-  in  the  town  of  Plymouth ; "  the 
i-65.66,chap.  20.  otlicr,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  in  the  woods 
damagetoThe  in  Plymouth,  Sandwich,  Barnstable,  Falmouth  and  Wareham,  by 
oiuh'^&c"  ^'^™"  ^^u^ting  with  hounds  and  dogs ; "  an  act  made  in  the  sixth  year  of 
i765.66,chap.  12*  Said  rcigD,  iutitlcd  "  An  Act  for  amending  of  an  act  made  in  the  fifth 
d'e's'trucu'lTn  o"/  J^^^'  ^^  ^^^  present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent  the 
fish  in  Merri.  dcstructiou  of  salmou  and  other  fish,  in  Merrimack  River,  within  this 
1765  66,chap.  30.  proviucc ; ' "  four  acts  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  said  reign ;  one 
t^ie'  mor  ^'^"■'"^  ^'^*'  ill  titled  ' '  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws  already  made 
i766.67,c'hap.  17.  relating  to  the  removal  of  poor  persons  out  of  the  towns  whereof  they 
damage'to\he^  ^i"©  ^ot  inhabitants  ; "  another  act,  intitled  ' '  An  Act  to  prevent  dam- 
riu-ad..wrt,  jtc.  age  being  done  on  the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  and  adioiniug 
chiimark:  OU  the  south  side  of  the  towns  of  Tisbury  and  Chilmai-k,  in  the  county 

i766.67,cbap.  16.  of   Dukcs  Couuty,  bctwcen   the   land   of  Matthew  Mayhew,  Esq""^., 
on  the  west,  and  the  creek  of  water  that  divides  the  land  of  Thomas 
dmruc^io^no"/    "Waldrou  from  the  beach,    on  the   east;"  another  act,  intitled  "An 
fish  in  Merri-      Act  in,  addition  to  two  several  acts  to   prevent   the   destruction   of 

DQiictc  river 

i766-67,chap.  13.  salmou  and  other  fish  in  Merrimack  River,  within  this  province  ;  "  the 
other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  frauds  b}'  the  adulteration  of  pot- 

*  The  parchment  previous  to  this  point  is  missing. 
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ash  and  pearlash ;  "  three  acts  made  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  said  ^^ud°in*^^ot"8h 
reign;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  several  acts  i767-68,chap!  lo! 
for  the  settlement  of  schools  and  schoolmasters ;  "  another,  intitled  men["o/8chooi9 
"  An  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  salt  meadows  lying  in  the  and  schooimas- 
towns  of  Tisbury  and  Chilmark ; "  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  to  nev-GS.chap.  i6. 
prevent    damaaje    being  done   on   Bound-Brook  Island   and   Griffith  Act  to  prevent 

1  o  -,.        .  »     -ITT    11/.  1  •     1  1   danoage  to  the 

Islands,  withm  the  district   of    vv  ellneet,   by  cattle,  horse-kind  and  meadows,  &c., 
sheep;"  an  act  made  in  the  tenth  year  of  said  reign,  intitled  "An  chnmark^ '^'"^ 
Act   in  addition  to  an  act  made  in  the   twenty-third   year   of  King  n67-68,chap.  n, 
George  the  Second,  intitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent  any  persons  obstruct-  damage'^to^^" 
ing  the  fish  in  their  passing  up   into  Monatiquot  River,  within  the  Pf,°""f^'^c°"'^ 
town  of  Braiutree,'  "  —  i767-68,chap.  i3. 

Be   it  therefore   enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,    Council  and  pJi-'sonrob'.'''" 
Ho^ise  of  Representatives,  i*';"?'''"^  ^^'^ 

iisn  iti  their  Dfifl- 

That  such  of  the  before-mentioned  acts  as  are  expired  be  revived  ;  Bage  up  Monati- 
and  such  of  said  acts  as  are  not  yet  expired  be  continued,  with  all  ^"^"jjo'ch.'^p.  u. 
and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  contained,  and  Continuation  of 
shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  November,  seventeen  hundred  '''®'"^'*- 
and  seventy-five,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session 
of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer,     \_Passed  Nooemher  15  ;  published 
November  20. 


CHAPTER    7. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SUPERCEEDING  AND  REPEALING  THE  TWO  LAST  PARA- 
GRAPHS IN  AN  ACT  MADE  AND  PASSED  BY  THE  GREAT  AND  GEN- 
ERAL COURT  OR  ASSEMBLY  OF  THIS  PROVINCE,  AT  THEIR  SESSIONS 
BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON  ON  THE  LAST  WEDNESDAY  IN  MAY 
IN  THE  NINTH  YEAR  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  REIGN,  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT 
FOR  SUPPLYING  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  EIGHTY-EIGHT 
THOUSAND  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-EIGHT  POUNDS,  TO  BE 
THENCE  ISSUED  FOR  DISCHARGING  THE  PUBLIC  DEBTS,  AND 
DRAWING  THE  SAME  INTO  THE  TREASURY  AGAIN ; "  AND  FOR  AP- 
PORTIONING AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  TWENTY-FIVE  THOUSAND 
POUNDS ;  AND  ALSO  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF 
TWO  THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-NINE  POUNDS  SEVEN- 
TEEN SHILLINGS,  PAID  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  THEIR 
TRAVEL,  SERVICE  AND  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  GREAT  AND  GENERAL 
COURT  IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY- 
NINE;  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  THE  TOWN  OF  SWANSEY,  FIFTY 
POUNDS,  BEING  PART  OF  THE  SUM  OF  THREE  HUNDRED  POUNDS 
LENT  THE  SAID  TOWN  IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUN- 
DRED AND  SIXTY-FOUR;  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  THE  TOWN  OF 
HINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT  OF  COHASSET,  FOUR  POUNDS  SEVENTEEN 
SHILLINGS,  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  PROPORTION;  TO  WIT,  THREE 
POUNDS  EIGHT  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE  ONE  FARTHING,  ON 
HINGHAM,  AND  ONE  POUND  EIGHT  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE 
THREE  FARTHINGS,  ON  COHASSET,  FOR  THE  SERVICE  OF  A  COM- 
MITTEE OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT  IN  VIEWING  THEIR  SITUATION  IN 
ORDER  TO  A  DIVISION;  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  THE  TOWN  OF  UX- 
BRIDGE  SIX  POUNDS  EIGHT  SHILLINGS  AND  SEVENPENCE,  FOR 
PAYING  A  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  BY  THE  GENERAL  COURT  TO 
VIEW  AND  SETTLE  THE  LINE  BETWEEN  THE  TOWNS  OF  SUTTON 
AND  UXBRIDGE;  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  THE  TOWN  OF  FRAMINGHAM 
THE  SUM  OF  FIFTY-FOUR  POUNDS  THIRTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND 
THREEPENCE  TWO  FARTHINGS,  ORDERED  BY  THE  GENERAL 
COURT  TO  BE   ADDED  TO    THEIR    PROPORTION    OF   THE   PROVINCE 
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tax  this  year,  being  one-half  of  the  arrears  of  the  fro- 
portion  of  the  province  tax,  set  on  the  said  town  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five,  hith- 
erto unpaid  by  reason  of  the  deficiency  of  joseph  butler, 
a  collector  of  taxes  for  the  town  in  that  year;  and  also 
for  assessing  the  dristrict  of  granby  forty  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  ninepence,  being  part  of  the  sum  set  on 
the  district  of  south  hadley  in  the  province  tax  for  the 
last  year,  which  of  right  should  have  been  set  on  the  said 
district  of  granby,  and  of  which  part  the  district  of 
south  hadley  has  been  discharged  by  an  order  of  the 
general  court;  and  also  for  assessing  on  the  towns  of 
ipswich,  middleton,  reading,  boxford  and  danvers,  the 
sum  of  five  pounds  seventeen  shillings,  in  the  following 
proportion;  viz.,  on  the  town  of  ipswich,  the  sum  of  fifty- 
three  shillings  and  eightpence  three  farthings;  on  the 
town  of  middleton,  eight  shillings  and  fivepence;  on  the 
town  of  reading,  nineteen  shillings  and  two  farthings;  on 
the  town  of  boxford,  eleven  shillings  and  ninepence 
three  farthings;  on  the  town  of  danvers,  twenty-four 
shillings,  —  to  pay  a  committee  of  the  general  court  ap- 
pointed at  their  request,  to  view  ipswich  river,  and  by 
the  said  court  ordered  to  be  paid  by  said  towns  in  the 
aforesaid  proportions;  and  also  for  assessing  the  town  of 
sherburne,  in  the  county  of  nantucket,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  ninety-eight  pounds  seven  shillings  and  seven- 
pence,  being  one-half  the  sum  that  town  is  in  arrears 
arising  by  the  deficiency  of  thomas  arthur,  a  collector 
of  taxes  for  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-five  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
six;  also  for  assessing  the  following  towns  the  sums 
affixed  to  them,  respectively,  being  fines  imposed  on 
them  for  their  neglect  in  not  chusing  some  person,  sev- 
erally, to  represent  them  in  the  great  and  general 
court;  viz.,  chelsea,  seven  pounds;  wenham,  four  pounds; 
middleton,  seven  pounds;  methuen,  eight  pounds;  sher- 
burne, in  the  county  of  middlesex,  six  pounds;  littleton, 
eight  pounds;  westford,  eight  pounds;  townsend  and  dis- 
trict of  ashby,  five  pounds;  wilmington,  five  pounds;  dra- 
cut,  five  pounds;  bedford,  six  pounds;  holliston,  five 
pounds;  tewksbury,  six  pounds;  dunstable,  five  pounds;  lin- 
coln, five  pounds;  northfield,  five  pounds;  e aston,  five 
pounds;  dudley,  four  pounds;  southborough,  five  pounds; 
upton,  five  pounds;  weston,  eight  pounds;  westminster, 
six  pounds;  north  yarmouth,  five  pounds;  scarborough,  ten 
pounds;  gorham,  six  pounds;  georgetown,  ten  pounds; 
richmont  and  lenox,  five  pounds;  lanesborough,  five 
pounds;  also  for  assessing  the  districts  of  shelburne  and 
conway  the  sum  of  four  pounds  seven  shillings  and  ten- 
pence,  being  part  of  the  sum  set  on  deerfield,  last  year, 
for  pay  of  their  representative,  and  which  ought  to 
have  been  set  on  said  deerfield  and  the  two  districts 
above  mentioned,  in  proportion  to  their  province  tax; 
viz.,  on  shelburne,  two  pounds  ten  shillings  and  four- 
pence,  and  on  conway,  thirty-seven  shillings  and  six- 
PENCE. 

Whereas  the  great  and  general  court  or  assembly  of  this  province, 

in  their  session  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine, 

1769-70,  chap.  6,  by  the  act  aforesaid,  intitlod    "An  Act  for  supplying  the  treasury 

§§6, 7  and  8.  '  '  with  the  sum  of  eighty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
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pounds  to  be  thence  issued  for  discharging  the  public  debts,  and  draw- 
ing the  same  into  the  treasury  again,"  among  other  things,  did  grant 
unto  his  most  excellent  majesty  a  tax  of  ninety-two  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  per- 
sonal, within  this  province,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  pro- 
portions on  the  several  towns,  districts,  parishes  and  other  places 
within  this  province,  as  should  be  agreed  on  and  ordered  by  the  gen- 
eral court  or  assembly  at  their  sessions  in  May  last,  and  to  be  paid 
into  the  publick  treasury  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one ; 
and  further,  by  the  same  act,  provided  and  enacted  "  that  if  the  gen- 
eral court,  at  their  session  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy,  and  some  time  before  the  twentieth  day  of  June  in  said  year, 
should  not  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums 
which  by  said  act  were  engaged  to  be  paid  in  said  year,  that  then  in 
such  case  each  town,  district  and  parish  and  other  place  within  this 
province  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be  levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both 
real  and  personal,  within  their  limits,  the  same  proportion  of  said  sum 
as  the  same  town,  district  or  other  place  was  taxed  by  the  general 
court  in  the  tax  then  last  preceeding  ;"  and  the  province  treasurer  was 
thereby  fully  impowered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  June 
in  the  same  year,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  to  issue 
his  warrants,  directed  to  the  assessors  or  selectmen  of  each  town  or 
district  within  this  province,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and 
estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  their  several  towns  and  dis- 
tricts, for  their  respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sums  before 
mentioned  agreed  and  directed  to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  at  or  before  the  last-mentioned  time  ;  and  whereas  the  court 
did  not  in  their  sessions  in  May  last,  nor  at  any  other  time  before  the 
twentieth  day  of  June  last  past,  agree  or  conclude  upon  any  act  ap- 
portioning the  sums  which  by  said  act  are  engaged  to  be  paid  into  the 
province  treasury  this  year,  and  thereupon  the  province  treasurer, 
pursuant  to  authority  granted  him  by  said  act,  did,  in  the  month  of 
June  last  past,  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  as- 
sessors or  selectmen  of  each  town  or  district,  for  their  respective 
parts  or  proportions  of  the  sum  so  directed  and  agreed  to  be  assessed 
and  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  ;  and  whereas,  by  the 
said  act  it  is  provided  and  directed  that  the  assessors  and  persons 
assessed  shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules 
and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  preceeding  tax 
act ;  and  whereas  the  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  prov- 
ince are  such  that  the  assessing,  levying  and  paying  into  the  treasury 
so  large  a  sum  this  present  year  must  necessarily  reduce  them  to  great 
and  needless  distress ;  and  ivhereas  many  of  the  possessors  of  the 
government  securities,  for  the  redemption  of  which  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  ninety-two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  is  to  be  applied,  are  will- 
ing to  continue  theu'  money  upon  loan,  payable  at  a  future  period, 
which,  with  the  tax  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  now  agreed  to  be 
assessed  and  levied  this  present  j'ear,  will  be  sufficient  to  redeem  the 
government  securities,  with  the  interest  thereon  ;  and  this  court,  in 
consideration  thereof,  have  determined  to  supply  the  treasury  of  this 
province  in  another  manner,  with  the  sum  of  seventy-six  thousand 
pounds,  part  of  the  said  sum  of  ninety-two  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds,  and  that  only  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds,  part 
of  the  said  sum  of  ninety-two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  together 
with  the  other  sums  before  mentioned,  shall  be  levied  and  assessed  on 
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the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  this  present  year ;  and  that  the  act 
aforesaid  so  far  as  respects  the  assessing,  levying  and  paying  in  the 
said  sum  of  ninety-two  thousand  five  hundi'ed  pounds,  and  the  war- 
rants, aforesaid,  issued  and  sent  forth  for  that  purpose,  should  be 
wholly  superceeded  and  repealed,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Lieutenant-Governor^  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives^ 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  two  last  paragraphs  in  the  above-mentioned 
act,  so  far  as  respects  the  assessing  and  levying  the  said  sum  of 
ninety-two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  on  the  polls,  and  estates 
real  and  personal,  within  this  province,  be  and  hereby  are  superceeded 
and  repealed  ;  and  that  the  selectmen  and  assessors  of  the  several 
towns  and  districts  within  this  province,  to  whom  the  treasurer  has 
dii'ected  his  warrants  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  directed  and  required 
to  surcease  any  further  proceeding  in  obedience  to,  or  by  virtue  of, 
such  warrants  for  assessing  and  levying  the  same,  and  shall  be  and 
hereby  are  excused  and  indemnified  in  omitting  to  assess  the  same. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  in  any  of  the  towns  or  districts  within  this 
province,  the  assessors  shall  have  so  far  proceeded  already  as  to 
assess  the  same,  in  such  case  said  assessment  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  null  and  void. 

And  for  the  ordering,  directing  and  effectually  di'awing  in  the  sum 
of  twenty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds  one 
shilling,  and  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  apportioned,  assessed 
and  levied  in  the  easiest  manner  we  are  able,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
majesty's  subjects,  and  also  that  his  majesty's  government  within 
this  province  may  have  the  better  and  more  speedy  effect  of  said 
grant,  we,  his  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  rep- 
resentatives in  general  court  assembled,  pray  that  it  may  be 
enacted,  — 

And  be  it  accordingly  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council 
and   House  of  Rppresentatives, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  each  town,  district,  parish  or  other  place  within 
this  province,  be  assessed  and  pay,  as  such  town,  district,  parish  or 
place's  proportion  of  the  said  sum  of  twenty-eight  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  pounds  one  shilling,  the  several  sums  following  ; 
that  is  to  saj,  — 
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And  be  U  further  enacted, 
Treaeurer  to  IB.        [Sect.  4.]     That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  out  his  warrants, 
Biieiiiswar-        directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town,  district,  parish 
k'c'tmcMor*'^^'     or  othcr  place  within  this  province,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them, 
respectively,  to  assess  the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town,  district, 
parish  or  other  place,  in  manner  following  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess 
all  rateable  polls  above, the  age  of  sixteen  years,  within  their  respec- 
tive towns,  districts,  parishes  or  other  places,  or  next  adjoining  to 
them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  at  three  shillings  and  four- 
pence  ;  and  proportionably  in  assessing  the  additional  sum  paid  out 
of  the  treasury,  to  the  representatives  for  their  travel  and  attendance 
Ruieaforaegess-  aforcsaid  ;  also  in  assessing  the  several  fines  and  other  sums  set  on 
°"*"*-  particular  towns  by  this  act,  and  mentioned  in  the  preamble  of  the 

same  (excepting  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and  their  fami- 
lies, the  president,  fellows,  professors,  Hebrew  instructor  and  students 
of  Harvard  College,  settled  ministers  and  grammar-SL-liool  masters, 
who  are  hereby  exempted  as  well  from  being  taxed  for  their  polls,  as 
for  their  estates  being  in  their  own  hands,  and  under  their  actual 
management  and  improvement ;  as  also  the  estate  pertaining  to 
Harvard  College)  ;  and  other  persons,  if  such  there  be,  who,  through 
age,  infirmity  or  extreme  poverty,  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors, 
are  not  able  to  pay  towards  public  charges,  they  may  exempt  their 
polls  or  estates,  or  abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  in  their 
prudence  they  shall  think  fit  and  judge  meet. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  justices  in  their  general  sessions,  in  the  re- 
spective counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  of  assessment, 
are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the  several 
towns,  districts,  parishes  and  other  places  in  such  county,  in  proi>or- 
tion  to  the  province  tax ;  and  the  assessors  of  each  town  in  the 
province  are  also  directed,  in  making  an  assessment,  to  govern  them- 
selves by  the  same  rule  ;  and  the  incomes  of  all  estates,  both  real  and 
personal,  lying  within  the  limits  of  such  town,  district,  parish  or  other 
place,  or  next  unto  the  same,  not  paying  elsewhere,  in  whose  hands. 
tenure,  occupation  or  possession  the  same  is  or  shall  be  found,  and 
also  the  incomes  or  profits  which  any  person  or  persons,  except  as 
before  excepted,  do  or  shall  receive  from  any  trade  or  faculty,  busi- 
ness or  employment  whatsoever,  and  all  profits  which  shall  or  may 
arise  by  money,  or  commissions  of  profits,  in  their  improvement,  at 
twelvepence  per  pound ;  and  to  abate  or  multiply  the  same,  if  need 
be,  so  as  to  make  up  the  sum  set  and  ordered  hereby  for  each  town, 
district,  parish  or  other  place  to  pay,  and  in  making  the  said  assess- 
ment, to  estimate  houses  and  lands  at  the  amount  of  six  years,  yearly 
rent,  whereat  the  same  may  be  reasonably  set,or  let  for,  in  the  place 
where  they  lye,  the  said  houses  and  lands  to  be  taxed  to  such  persons 
as  shall  appear  to  have  been  the  actual  tenants  thereof  upon  the  first 
day  of  September  last :  saving  all  agreements  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  and  where  no  agreement  is,  the  landlord  to  re-imburse  one- 
half  of  the  tax  set  upon  such  houses  and  lands  (new  cleared  lands 
for  tillage  not  to  be  rated  until  the  first  crop  be  taken  off)  ;  and  to 
estimate  negro,  Indian  and  molatto  servants  proportionably  as  other 
personal  estate,  according  to  their  sound  judgment  or  discretion  ;  as 
also  to  estimate  every  ox  of  four  years  old  and  upwards,  at  forty 
shillings  ;  every  cow  or  heifer  of  three  years  old  and  upwards,  at  thirty 
shillings  ;  and' every  horse  and  mare  of  three  years  old  and  upwards, 
at  forty  shillings;  and  every  swine  of  one  year -old  and  upwards  at 
eight  shillings  ;  goats  and  sheep  of  one  year  old  and  upwards,  at  three 
shillings  each  ;  the  live-stock  above  mentioned  to  be  taxed  to  their 
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respective  owners  or  occupants,  by  the  assessors  of  the  town  in  which 

the  owners  or  occupants  dwell :  likewise  requiring  the  assessors  to 

make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessment,  setting  forth,  in  distinct  columns, 

against  each  particular  person's  name,  how  much  he  or  she  is  assessed 

at  for  polls,  and  how  much  for  houses  and  lands,  and  how  much  for 

personal  estate,  and  income  by  trade  or  faculty,   and  if  as  guardian, 

or  for  any  estate,  in  his  or  her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly 

expressed ;  and  the  list  or  lists,  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or 

the  major  part  of  them,  to  commit  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  con-  niiupd°aco"n-"' 

stable  or  constables  of  any  such  town,  district,  parish  or  other  place,  stables  or  coi- 

and  to  return  a  certificate  of  the  name  or  names  of  such  collector  or 

collectors,  constable  or  constables,  with  the  sum  total  to  each  of  them 

committed,  unto  himself,  some  time  before  the  last  day  of  December 

next. 

[Sect.  6.]     And  the   treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  on  receipt  of  Trensurerto 
such  certificate,  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his  radius  trcoii's'ta- 
warrauts  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables  of  such  bies  or  coiicct- 
town,  district,  parish  or  other  place,  requiring  him  or  them  respec- 
tively to  collect  the  whole  of  each  respective  sum  assessed  on  each 
particular  person,  and  to  pay  in  their  collection,  and  to  issue  their 
accompts  of  the  whole,  at  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  which 
will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-one. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  the  assessors  of  each  town,  district,  parish  or  Notice  to  be 
other  place,  respectively,  in  convenient  time  before  their  making  of  the  ha^i^'uunts  to '"' 
assessment,  shall  give  seasonable  warning   to   the  inhabitants,  in  a  bring  in  a  true 

,.  ,''  ,.  j-n         J  ■  •  1  1  llstOl    polls.  HIKl 

town  meetmg,  or  by  postmg  up  notifications  in  some  place  or  places  estate  in  posses 
in  such  town,  district,  parish  or  other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  f,^y  of^septem 
some  other  way,  where  such  seasonable  warning  or  notification  has  ber  last, 
not  already  been  given,  to  give  and  bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and 
perfect  lists  of  their  polls  and  rateable  estate  they  were  pO'^sessed 
of,  on  the  first  day  of  September  last,  and  income  by  trade  or  faculty, 
and  gain  by  money  at  interest,  which  they  are  to  render  to  the 
assessors,  on  oath,  if  required  ;  and  if  they  refuse  to  give  in  an  ac- 
count of  the  money  at  interest,  on  oath,  the  assessors  are  impowered 
to  doom  them ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
so  to  do,  or  bring  in  a  false  list,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
assessors  to  assess  such  person  or  persons,  according  to  their  known 
ability  in  such  town,  in  their  sound  judgment  and  discretion,  their 
due  proportion  of  this  tax,  as  near  as  they  can,  agreeable  to  the  rules 
herein  given,  under  the  peualty  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  person 
that  shall  be  convicted  by  legal  proof,  in  the  judgment  of  said 
assessors,  in  bringing  in  a  false  list ;  the  said  fines  to  be  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  such  town,  district,  parish  or  place  where  the  delin- 
quent lives,  to  be  levied  by  warrant  from  the  assessors,  directed  to 
the  collectors  or  constables,  in  manner  as  is  directed  for  gathering 
the  town  assessments,  to  be  paid  into  the  town,  district  or  parish 
treasury,  for  the  use  aforesaid :  saving  to  the  party  aggrieved  at  the 
judgment  of  the  assessors  in  setting  forth  such  fine,  liberty  of  appeal 
therefrom  to  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  within  the 
county,  for  relief  as  in  the  case  of  being  over  rated.  And  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estate  as  aforesaid 
to  the  assessors,  he  or  they  so  neglecting  shall  not  be  admitted  to 
make  application  to  the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any  abatement 
of  the  assessment  laid  on  him  or  them. 
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[Sect.  8.]  And  if  the  person  be  not  convicted  of  any  falseness 
in  the  list,  by  him  presented,  of  the  polls,  rateable,  estate  or  income  by 
trade  or  faculty,  business  or  employment,  which  he  does  or  shall 
exercise,  or  in  gain  by  money  at  interest  or  otherwise,  or  other  estate 
not  particularly  assessed,  such  list  shall  be  a  rule  for  such  person's 
proportion  to  the  tax,  which  the  assessors  may  not  exceed. 

And  foras7nuch  a,s,  oftentimes,  sundry  persons,  not  belonging  to  this 
province,  bring  considerable  trade  and  merchandize  into  the  same, 
and  by  reason  that  the  tax  or  rate  of  the  town  where  they  come  to  is 
finished  and  delivered  to  the  constable  or  collectors,  and,  before  the 
next  year's  assessment,  are  gone  out  of  the  province,  and  so  pay 
nothing  towards  the  support  of  the  government,  though,  in  the  time 
of  their  residing  here,  they  reaped  considerable  gain  by  trade,  and 
had  the  protection  of  the  government,  — 
Be  it  therefore  enacted, 
Transient  [Sect.  9.]     That  wheu  any  person  or  persons  shall  come  and  reside 

rated.  in  any  town  within  this  province,  and  bring  any  merchandize,  or  trade 

to  deal  therewith,  the  assessors  of  such  town  are  hereby  impowered 
to  rate  and  assess  all  such  persons,  according  to  their  circumstances, 
pursuant  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  this  act  provided,  though  the 
former  rate  may  have  been  finished,  and  a  new  one  not  perfected,  as 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

Merchants  to  be       [Sect.   10.]     That  wheu  any  merchant,  trader  or  factor,  shall  set 

[11^*^0 nt'™ie'^in'   Up  a  storc,  or  traflScIi,  or  carry  on  any  trade  or  business,  in  any  town 

suk's  where'       withiu   this   pi'ovince,  not   being   an   inhabitant   of   such   town,   the 

they  dwell.        assessors  of  such  town  where  such  trade  and  business  shall  be  carried 

on  as  aforesaid,  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  rate  and  assess  all 

such  merchants,  traders  and  factors,  their  goods  and  merchandize,  for 

carrying  on  such  trade  and  business    and  exercising  their  faculty  in 

such  town,  pursuant  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  this  act :  provided, 

before  any  such  assessors  shall  rate  such  persons,  as  aforementioned, 

Selectmen  to       i\^q  selectmen  of  the  town  where  such  trade  is  carried  on  shall   trans- 

of'such  persona  uiit  a  list  of  such  pcrsous    as  they  shall  judge  may  and  ought  to  be 

rat*ed** ''^'^^  ""^^    rated,  within  the  intent  of  this  act,  to  the  assessors,  of  such  town  or 

district. 

[Sect.  11.]  And  the  constables  or  collectors  are  hereby  enjoined 
to  levy  and  collect  all  such  sums  committed  to  them,  and  assessed  on 
persons  who  are  not  of  this  province,  or  are  resident  in  other  towns 
than  those  where  they  carry  on  their  trade,  and  pay  the  same. 

And  whereas,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Boston  to  remove  to  some  other  town  in  this  province, 
and  there  reside  for  some  months,  to  avoid  paying  their  part  of  the 
taxes  in  the  town  of  Boston,  to  which  they  really  belong,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  said  town,  — 
Be  it  therefore  enacted, 
inhahuantsof         TSect.  12.]     That  whcu   any  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Boston 

Boston,  who  re-  L  J  r'     ,,  .  .  Tin. 

move  out  of       shall  Tcmovc  to  any  other  town  m  this  provmce,  and  shall,  m  one  year 

inT'yenr.'to"'^"  after,  rcmovc  back  to  said  Boston,  and  shall  have  been  taxed  in  the 

pay  their  tax  in  yaid  town,  shall  be  subjcct  to  pay  the  said  taxes  in  like  manner  as  he 

would  have  been  had  he  not  have  removed  from  said  Boston  (saving 

so  much  as  he  shall  be  taxed  in  the  town  removed  to) ,  anything  in 

this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     [^Passed  November  17. 
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CHAPTER    8. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SUPPLYING  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  SEVENTY- 
SIX  THOUSAND  POUNDS,  TO  BE  THENCE  ISSUED  FOR  DISCHARGING 
THE  PUBLIC  DEBTS,  AND  DRAWING  THE  SAME  INTO  THE  TREASURY 
AGAIN. 

"Whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  support  the  faith  and  credit  of  Preamble, 
the  government,  that  provision  be  made  by  the  general  court  for  dis- 
charging the  grants  and  allowances  that  may  be  made  the  present 
year  ;  also  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  redeem  the  government  securities 
that  will  become  due  in  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-one,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the   Lieutenant-Governor,   Council  and   House  of 
Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  the  province  be,  and  lie  hereby  i<?,  Treaeurerom. 
impowered  and  directed  to  borrow,  from  such  person  or  persons  as  ?ow  £76,000!'°'^' 
shall  be  willing  to  lend  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  have 
occasion  for  the  money,  a  sum  not  exceeding  seventy-six  thousand 
pounds,  in  mill'd  dollars  at  six  shillings  each,  or  in  the  several  species 
of  coined  silver  and  gold  enumerated  in  an  act,  made  and  passed  in 
the  twenty-third  year  of  his  late  majesty  King  George  the  Second,  in- 
titled  "An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which  coined  silver  and  i749-5o,chap.  19. 
gold,  English  halfpence  and  farthings,  may  pass  within  the  govern- 
ment ; "  and  the  sum  so  borrowed  shall  be  applied  in  manner  as  in  this 
act  is  hereafter  directed  ;  and  for  the  said  sum  the  treasurer  shall  give 
his  receipt  or  obligation  payable  at  the  following  periods  ;  viz.,  twenty- 
six  thousand  pounds  to  be  paid  in,  the  twentieth  of  June,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two ;  twenty-five  thousand 
pounds  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three  ;  and  twenty-five  thou- 
sand pounds  to  be  paid  in,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four,  in  the  form 
following;  viz.,  — 

Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  A.D.  -^".T""^"** 

Borrowed  and  received  of  the  sum  of  ,  for  the  use 

and  service  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  ;  and,  in  behalf  of  said 
province,  I  do  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the  oflSce 
of  treasurer,  to  repay  the  said  or  his  order,  the  day 

of  ,  A.D.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  the  afore- 

said sum  of  ,  in  Spanish  mill'd  dollars  at  six  shillings  each,  or  in  the 

several  species  of  coined  silver  and  gold  enumerated  in  an  act,  made  and 
passed  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  late  majesty  King  George  the  Second, 
intituled  "  An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which  coined  silver  and  gold, 
English  half  pence  and  farthings,  may  pass  within  the  government,"  and  ac- 
cording to  the  rates  therein  mentioned,  with  interest,  annually,  at  five  per 
cent. 
Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A.  B.,  ^ 

C.  D.,  >  Committee. 

E.  F.,) 


note. 


[Sect.  2.]   And  the  treasurer,  in  issuing  said  receipts  or  obligations,  ^e^gu^'°„"p°/ 
and  the  committee  chosen  to  countersign  them,  shall  observe  and  be  manner 'of  isau. 
governed  by  the  rules  and  directions  given  by  an  act  of  this  province,  i7fiie2,"ohap. 
made  in  the  second  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  intituled  "  An  23. 
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[Chap.  8] 


ApproprlatioriH. 


Treasurer  to 
pay  out  of 
appropriation, 
directed  by  war- 
rant. 

£67,500  for  re- 
dcmplioii  of 
government 
securities. 


Tax  granted  of 
£83,550  to  be 
paid  on  or  be- 
fore the  31st  of 
March,  1772. 


Act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thoustind 
poujids." 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred  pounds, 
part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  seventy-six  thousand  pounds,  when  re- 
ceived into  the  treasury,  shall  be  issued  in  the  manner  and  for  the 
purposes  following ;  that  is  to  say,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds, 
part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  seventy-six  thousand  pounds,  shall  be 
applied  for  the  payment  of  the  expences  of  the  forts  and  garrisons 
within  this  province  ;  viz.,  for  Fort  Pownall  this  present  year,  and 
the  late  garrison  at  Castle  William,  from  the  twenty-first  day  of  May, 
to  the  tenth  day  of  September  last :  and  the  further  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  seventy-six  thousand 
pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  purchasing  provisions  and  the  com- 
missary's disbursements  for  the  several  forts  and  garrisons  within  this 
province  ;  and  thQ  further  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  seventy-six  thousand  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for 
the  payment  of  the  grants  made  or  to  be  made  by  this  court ;  and  the 
further  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundi'ed  pounds,  part  of  the  afore- 
said sum  of  seventy-six  thousand  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  dis- 
charge of  debts  owing  from  this  province  to  persons  that  have  served 
and  shall  serve  them,  by  order  of  this  court,  in  such  matters  and  things 
where  there  is  no  establishment  nor  any  certain  sum  assigned  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  writing,  printing  and  paper  for  this  court,  and  such 
repairs  of  the  province  house,  court-house  and  lighthouse,  as  shall  be 
made  by  order  of  the  general  asse«mbly  ;  and  the  further  sum  of  two 
thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  seventy- 
six  thousand  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  his  majesty's 
council  and  the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  serving  in 
the  great  and  general  court  during  the  several  sessions  of  the  present 
year. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  treasurer  pay  the  aforesaid  sums  of  eight 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  out  of  such  appropriations  as  shall  be 
directed  by  warrant,  and  no  other. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5. J  That  the  sum  of  sixty-seven  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds,  being  the  remainder  of  the  sum  ordered  to  be  borrowed  by 
this  act,  when  received  into  the  treasury,  be  applied  by  the  treasurer 
for  the  redemption  of  government  securities  that  will  become  due  the 
twentieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

And  in  order  to  draw  said  money  into  the  treasury  again,  and  to 
enable  the  treasurer  effectually  to  discharge  the  receipts  and  obliga- 
tions (with  the  interest  that  may  be  due  thereon),  by  him  given  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  to  his  most  excel- 
lent majesty  a  tax  of  eighty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within 
this  province,  in  manner  following  ;  that  is  to  say,  twenty-seven  thou- 
.sand  three  hundred  pounds,  part  thereof,  according  to  such  rules  and 
in  such  proportion  on  the  several  towns  and  districts,  parishes  and 
other  places  within  this  province,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered 
by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their  session  in  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  and  to  be  paid  into  the  public  trea- 
sury ou  or  before  the  last  day  of  March  next  after  ;  and  the  further 
sum  of  twenty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  according  to  such 
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rules,  and  in  such  proportions  on  the  several  towns  and  districts,  par- 
ishes and  otlier  places  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  agreed  on  and  ordered  by 
the  general  court  at  their  session  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-two,  and  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  March  next  after ;  and  the  further  sum  of  twenty-eight 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  according  to  such  rules,  and 
in  such  proportion  on  the  several  towns,  districts,  parishes  and  other 
places  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  agreed  on  and  ordered  by  the  general 
court  at  their  session  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-three,  and  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  last 
day  of  March  next  after. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  if  the  general  court,  at  their  session  in  May,  one  Oenenai  conrtto 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  or  at  their  session  in  May,  lfmln"\w^^^ 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  or  at  their  session  in  ]\Iay,  y'^".'',*'-!!"''  ^"'^* 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  sometime  before  otheiwi8'("be 
the  twentieth  day  of  June  in  each  year,  shall  not  agree  and  conclude  prcce'ding  tal 
upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums  which  by  this  act  are  engaged  to  "^t. 
be,  in  each  of  said  years,  assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and  in   such 
case  each  town,  district,  parish  and  other  place  within  this  province 
shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be  levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and 
personal,  within  their  limits,  the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sums  as 
the  said  towns,  districts,  parishes  and  other  places  were  taxed  by  the 
general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  prcceeding. 

[Skct.  8.]     And  the  province  treasurer  is  hereby  fully  impowered  Trcnsuier  em. 
and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  June,  in  each  of  the  years  Ku^his  wh"-"* 
aforesaid,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  select-  f'-»'"8. accord- 
men  or  assessors  of  each  town  and  district  within  this  province,  re- 
quiring them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal, 
within  their  several  towns  and  districts,  for  their  respective  parts  and 
proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  assessed,  ^ 

to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  afoi'ementioned  times  ;  and  the  as- 
sessors, as  also  persons  assessed,  shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and 
subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  the 
last  preceeding  tax  act.  \_Passed  November  \1 ;  published  November 
20. 


CHAPTER  9. 


AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  THE  SEVERAL  LAWS  NOW  IN  FORCE  WHICH 
RELATE  TO  THE  LIMITATION  OF  PERSONAL  ACTIONS,  AND  FOR  THE 
LIMITATION  OF  PERSONAL  ACTIONS  FOR  THE  FUTURE,  AND  FOR 
AVOIDING    SUITS   AT    LAW. 

Be    it  enacted  by  the   Lieutenant-Governor,   Council   and   House  of 
Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  several  laws  and  the  several  paragraphs  and  j^^^"  ^^^'^f "■?' 
clauses  of  all  and  every  of  the  laws,  of  this  province,  heretofore  made  limitation  of 
and  enacted,  any  ways  relating  to  the  limitation  of  personal  actions,  ^epraied.""'''''"* 
be  and  hereby  are  repealed,   and  declared  null  and  void,  and  shall  iii02.3,ch.42.§9. 

1093   cb   7    S  !ii 

never  hereafter  be  pleaded  or  pleadable  in  bar  of  any  action  brought  169314  ch'2    ' 
or  to  ])e  brought.  l^^f'i'''-/''  ^}^-  ]IT.\ ''',  ^^K^'  W^t'  'J''"'!?- 

o  ...  1(23  4,  chap.  1.      1740-41,  chap.  4.     1748-49,  chap.  17. 

And,  for  avoiding  suits  in  law, —  1752.53,  chap.  i.    1753.54, chap. 34.  1755..58,  chap.22. 

Beit  farther  enacted,  1757-53.  chap.  9.    1759.60.  chap.  15.  1^^61.62.  chap.  4i. 

[Sect.  2.]     That  all  actions  of  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit  \  all  Action's  de- *"  ' 
actions  of  trespass,  detinue,  action  sur  trover,  and  replevin  for  taking 
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Eow  limited. 


A  new  action 
may  be  com- 
menced in  cer- 
tain cases. 


away  goods  and  cattle ;  all  actions  of  account  and  upon  the  case, 
other  than  such  accounts  as  concern  the  trade  of  merchandize  between 
merchant  and  merchant,  their  factors  or  servants  ;  all  actions  of  debt 
grounded  upon  any  lending  or  contract,  without  specialty  ;  all  actions 
of  debt  for  arrearages  of  rent ;  and  all  actions  of  assault,  menace, 
battery,  wounding  and  imprisonment, — or  any  of  them,— which  shall  be 
sued  or  brought  at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  shall  be  commenced  and  sued 
within  the  time  and  limitation  hereafter  expressed,  and  not  after  ;  that 
is  to  say,  the  said  actions  upon  the  case  (other  than  for  slander) ,  and 
the  said  action[s]  of  account,  and  the  said  actions  of  trespass,  debt, 
detinue  and  replevin  for  goods  or  cattle,  and  the  said  action  of  tres- 
pass quare  clausum  f regit,  within  six  years  from  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  or  within  six  years 
next  after  the  cause  of  such  actions  or  suits,  and  not  after ;  and  the 
said  actions  of  trespass,  of  assault,  battery,  wounding,  imprisonment, 
or  any  of  them,  within  one  year,  next  after  the  first  day  of  December 
aforesaid,  or  within  four  years  next  after  the  cause  of  such  actions  or 
suits,  and  not  after ;  and  the  said  actions  upon  the  case,  for  words, 
within  one  year  after  the  first  day  of  December  aforesaid,  or  witliin 
two  years  next  after  the  words  spoken,  and  not  after. 
And,  nevertheless,  — 
Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  if  [in]  any  [of]  the  said  actions  or  suits,  judg- 
ment be  given  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  same  be  reversed  by  error,  or 
a  verdict  pass  for  the  plaintiff,  and,  upon  matter,  alledged  in  arrest  of 
judgment,  the  judgment  be  given  against  the  plaintiff  that  lie  take 
nothing  by  his  plaint,  writ  or  bill ;  that  in  all  such  ca[u]ses,  the  party 
plaintiff,  his  executors  or  administrators,  as  the  case  shall  require, 
may  commence  a  new  action  or  suit,  from  time  to  time,  within  a  year 
after  such  judgment  reversed,  or  such  judgment  given  against  the 
plaintiff,  and  not  after. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  in  all  actions  of  trespass  qxiare  claastivi  freglt, 
hereafter  to  be  brought,  wherein  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall 
disclaim,  in  his  or  their  plea,  to  make  any  title  or  claim  to  the  land  in 
which  the  trespass  is,  by  the  declaration,  supposed  to  be  done,  and  the 
trespass  be  by  negligence,  or  involuntary,  the  defendant  or  defend- 
ants shall  be  admitted  to  plead  a  disclaimer,  and  that  the  tresjiass 
was  by  negligence,  or  involuntary,  and  a  tender  or  offer  of  suflicicnt 
amends  for  such  trespass  before  the  action  brought ;  whereupon,  or 
upon  some  of  them,  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  shall  ])e  enforced  to  join 
issue  ;  and  if  the  said  issue  be  found  for  the  defendant  or  defendants, 
or  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  shall  be  nonsuited,  the  plaintiff  or  plain- 
tiffs shall  be  clearly  barred  from  the  said  action  or  actions,  and  ail 
other  suit  concerning  the  same. 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 
Costs  limited  to  [Sect.  5.]  That  in  all  actions  upon  the  case  for  slanderous 
cred^in  damages,  words,  all  actious  of  assault  and  battery,  all  actions  for  false  impris- 
fonyJbiinngs.  onment,  and  all  actions  for  malicious  prosecution,  to  be  sued  or  prose- 
cuted in  any  of  the  courts  of  record  within  this  province,  if  the  jury 
upon  the  trial  of  the  issue  in  such  action,  or  the  jury  that  shall  en- 
quire of  the  damages,  do  find  or  assess  the  damages  under  forty 
shillings,  then  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in  such  actions  shall  have  and 
recover  only  so  much  costs  as  the  damages  so  found  or  assessed 
amount  unto,  without  any  further  increase  of  the  same. 
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Provided,  always,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  this   act   shall   not  be  understood  to  barr  any  inftmts,  &c., 
infant,  feme  covert,   person   imprisoned,   beyond   the   seas,    or   non  ^°^^^"^'^- 
com/) [o][<]s  mentis,  from  bringing  either  of  the  actions  before  men- 
tioned, within  the  term  before  set  and  limited  for  bringing  such  action, 
reckoning  from  the  time  that  such  impediment  shall  be  removed. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  if  any  person  or   persons  against  whom  there  is  Actions  a,'uiiist 
or  shall   be  any  such  cause  of  suit,  or  action  of  trespass,  detinue,  ihrnrovujce""' 
action  sur  trover,  or  replevin,  for  taking  away  goods  or  cattle  ;  or  of  may  be  bronght 
action  of  account,  or  upon  the  case,  or  of  debt  grounded  upon  any  ued  umV after' 
lending  or  contract,  without  specialty  ;  of  debt  for  arrearages  of  rent ;  '^'^''"  reiuin. 
or  assault,  menace,  battery,  wounding  and  imprisonment,  or  any  of 
them,  be  or  shall  be  at  the  time  of  any  such  cause  of  suit  or  action 
given  or  accrued,  fallen  or  come,  without  this  province,  that  then  such 
person  or   persons  who  is  or  shall  be  entitled  to  any  such  suit  or 
action,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  bring  the  said  actions  against  such  per- 
son and  persons,  after  their  coming  or  return  in  [to]  this  province,   so 
as  they  take  the  same,  after  their  coming  or  return  into  this  province, 
within  such  times  as  are,  respectively,  limited  for  the  bringing  of  the 
said  actions  before  by  this  act. 

Provided,  always,  — 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]     That  this  act  shall* not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  ex-  Proviso  with 
tend,  to  limit  or  barr  any  action  upon  the  case  hereafter  to  be  brought  onKand"wit-^* 
upon  any  note  in  writing,  made  and  signed   by  any  person  or  persons  nessed. 
and  attested  by  one  or  more  witnesses,  whereby  such  person  or  per-        ""  ' 
sons  have  promised,  or  shall  promise,  to  pay  to  any  other  person  or 
persons  any  sum  of  money  mentioned  in  such  a  note  ;  but  all  action 
or  actions  upon  any  such  note  or  notes  shall  be  maintained  and  main- 
tainable as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made,  anything  herein  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithstandhig.     [^Passed  November  20. 


CHAPTER    10. 

AN  ACT  TO  EXEMPT  THE  PEOPLE  CALLED  QUAKERS  AND  ANTIPE- 
DOBAPTISTS  FROM  PAYING  TAXES  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  MINISTERS 
SETTLED  BY  THE  LAWS  OF  THIS  PROVINCE,  AND  FOR  THE  BUILD- 
ING AND  REPAIRING  MEETING-HOUSES,  OR  PLACES  OF  PUBLIC 
WORSHIP,  WHERE   SUCH  MINISTERS  OFFICIATE. 

Whereas  the  act  for  exempting  persons  commonly  called  Quakers  Preamble, 
and  Anabaptists,  within  this   province,  from   being   taxed   for   and  20^^'^*'  ^^^^' 
towards  the  support  of  ministers,  will  expire  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  nes,  chap.  6. 
January  next,  — 

Be  it   eyiacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,   Council  and  House  of 
Represe  ntati  ves , 

[Sect.  1.]     That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  one  Quakers  and 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  none  of  the  persons  who  ti8t8,''who  au' 
are  either  of  the  perswasion  of  the  people  called  Quakers   or  of  the  Jj7gong"JJP|f 
perswasion   of   the   people   called  Antipedobaptists,    who    alledge   a  exempted  frorn 
scruple  of  conscience  as  the  reason  of  their  refusal  to  pay  any  part  {^g  meetingl'*^' 
of  the  proportion  of  such  taxes  as  are,  from  time  to  time,  assessed  for  houses,  or  sup 
the  support  of  the  minister  or  ministers  of  any  church  settled  by  the  ^^rL  "*^ "  °'** 
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laws  of  this  province,  shall  have  theii*  polls,  or  estate  real  or  personal 
in  their  own  hands  and  under  their  actual  improvement,  taxed 
towards  the  settlement  or  support  of  such  minister  or  ministers  ;  nor 
for  building  or  repairing  any  meeting-house,  or  place  of  public 
worship. 

And  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  better  known  what  persons  are  of 
the  perswasion  of  the  people  called  Quakers  who  are  to  be  exempted 
by  this  act,  — 
Be  it  enacted, 
None  to  be  [Sect.  2.]    That  no  person  in  any  town,  district,  precinct  or  parish 

butTuch  whoBe^'  withiu  this  proviucc  shall,  for  the  future,  be  esteemed  or  taken  to  be 
cxhibited'to "the  ®^  *^^  pcrswasiou  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  and  have  his  poll  or 
asaesBors,  in  polls,  or  any  cstatc  to  him  or  her  belonging,  exempted  by  virtue  of 
threeTr"monfof  ^^^^  ^*^t  from  paying  a  proportionable  part  of  the  ministerial  taxes 
the  principal  and  Other  taxcs  in  this  act  mentioned,  that  shall  be  assessed  therein 
raem  ers.  ^^  ^^^  time  before  the  twentieth  day  of  July  next,  but  such  whose 

name  is  contained  in  a  list  or  lists  which  have  been  exhibited  to  the 
assessors  of  such  town,  district,  precinct  or  parish,  or  one  of  them, 
on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  July  last,  and  within  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  ;  or  that  shall  be  assessed  there- 
in after  the  twentieth  day  of  July  next,  within  any  year  to  come, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  but  such  whose  names 
shall  be  contained  in  a  list  or  lists  which  shall  be  exhibited  to  the 
assessors  of  such  town,  district,  precinct  or  parish,  or  one  of  them, 
within  the  same  year  in  which  taies  shall  be  assessed,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  September  in  that  year,  and  signed  by  three  or  more 
of  the  principal  members  of  that  meeting  to  which  he,  she  or  they 
belong ;  who  shall  therein  certify  that  the  persons  whose  names  are 
inserted  in  the  said  list  or  lists,  are  really  belonging  thereto,  and  that 
they  verily  believe  them  to  be  conscientiously  of  their  perswasion, 
and  that  they  do  frequently  and  usually,  when  able,  attend  their 
meetings  for  the  worship  of  God  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

And  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  better  known  what  persons  are  of 
the  perswasion  of  the  people  who  are  denomited  *  Antipedobaptists, 
who  are  to  be  exempted  from  taxes  by  this  act,  — 
Be  it  enacted. 
List  of  Baptists  [Sect.  3.]  That  uo  pcrsou  in  any  town,  district,  precinct  or  parish 
Bed  as  above,' or  withiu  this  proviucc,  shall  be  so  accounted  or  taken  to  be  an  Auti- 
by  tiie  minister,  pedobaptist  as  to  havc  his  or  her  poll  or  polls,  or  any  estate  to  him 
or  her  belonging,  exempted,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  from  paying  a  pro- 
portionable part  of  the  ministerial  taxes,  and  other  taxes  in  this  act 
mentioned,  that  shall  be  assessed  therein  at  any  time  before  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  July  next,  but  such  whose  name  is  contained  in  a  list  or 
lists  which  have  been  exhibited  to  the  assessors  of  such  town,  district, 
precinct  or  parish,  or  one  of  them,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of 
July  last,  and  within  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty ;  or  that  shall  be  assessed  therein,  after  the  twentieth  day  of 
July  next,  within  any  year  to  come,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  but  such  whose  names  shall  be  contained  in  a  list  or 
lists  which  shall  be  exhibited  to  the  assessors  of  such  town,  district, 
precinct  or  parish,  or  one  of  them,  within  the  same  year  in  which 
such  taxes  shall  be  assessed,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September 
in  that  year,  and  signed  by  three  principal  members  of  the  Antipedo- 
baptist  congregation  to  which  he  or  she  belongs,  and  the  minister 
thereof  (if  any  there  be)  who  shall  therein  .certify  that  the  persons 
whose  names  are  contained  in  the  said  list  or  lists  are  really  belonging 
thereto,  that 'they  verily  believe  them  to  be  conscientiously  of  their 

•  Sic 
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perswasion,  and  that  they  do  frequently  and  usually,  when  able, 
attend  the  public  worship  of  God  in  such  congregation  on  the  Lord's 
Day. 

Provided,  nevertheless^  — 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  it  shall  always,  hereafter,  during  the  continuance  Proviso, 
of  this  act,  be  in  the  power  of  auy  town,  district,  precinct  or  parish,  Any  towna,  &c., 
where  any  person  or  persons  dwell  or  have  any  rateable  estate,  who  meetVngrexompt 
profess  themselves  to  be  either  Quakers  or  Autipedobaptists,  at  any  such  Quakers  or 
meeting  of  such  town,  district,  precinct  or  parish  lawfully  assembled  ^''P'""^- 
by  virtue  of  any  warrant  or  notification  in  which  a  clause  for  this 
purpose  shall  be  inserted,  by  the  vote  of  the  major  part  of  the  quali- 
fied voters,  other  than  those  who  profess  themselves  to  be  Quakers  or 
Autipedobaptists,  to  exempt  and   excuse   from  ministerial  taxes,  or 
taxes  for  building  or  repairing  any  meeting-liouse  or  place  of  public 
worship,  the  polls  and  estates,  respectively,  of  any  person  or  persons 
dwelling,  or  having  any  rateable  estate,  in  such  town,  district,  pre- 
cinct or  parish,  who  profess  themselves  to  be  Quakers  or  Autipedo- 
baptists, altho  no  such  list  or  lists  as  is  before  mentioned  in  this  act 
should  be  exhibited  to  the  assessors  of  such  town,  district,  precinct 
or  parish,  or  any  one  of  them ;  and  that  in  every  such  case  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  assessors  of  any  town,  district,  precinct  or  par- 
ish to  assess  any  person  or  persons  so  exempted,  to  any  ministerial 
taxes,  or  taxes  for  building  or  repairing  any  meeting-house  or  place 
of  public  worship,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  be  exempted, 
anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  allowed  to  have  any  NoBuchQuak- 
vote  in  any  matter  relating  to  the  settlement  or  support  of  any  minis-  to\ote'i'ii^iiiat! 
ter,  or  building  or  repairing  any  meeting-house  or  place  of  public  ters  relating  to 
worship,  towards  the  settlement  or  support  of  which  minister,  or  in"g'-hou^e8or' 
towards  the  building  or  repairing  of  which  meeting-house  or  place  of  support  of  min- 
public  worship,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  by  vu'tue  of  this  act,  in 
any  way  be  exempted  from  paying  or  being  taxed. 

[Sect.  6.]  This  act  to  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  three  years 
from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
session  of  the  great  and  general  court,  and  no  longer.  [^Passed  and 
yublished  November  20. 


CHAPTER    11. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  AN  ACT,  INTITULED  "AN 
ACT  FOR  ALLOWING  NECESSARY  SUPPLIES  TO  THE  EASTERN 
INDIANS,  AND  FOR  REGULATING  TRADE  WITH  THEM,  AND  PRE- 
VENTING ABUSES  THEREIN." 

Whereas  the  act  intitled  "  An  Act  for  allowing  necessary  supplies  Preamble. 
to  the  eastern  Indians,  and  for  regulating  trade  with  them,  and  pre-  iT64-65,chap.  30. 
venting  abuses  therein,"  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  present  majesty's 
reign,  is  expired,  and  having  been  found  by  experience  very  beneficial 
for  regulating  the  trade  with  the  said  Indians,  — 

Be   it  therefore  enacted   by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,    Council  and 
Hotise  of  Representatives, 

That  the  act  aforesaid  be  revived  and  continued,  with  all  and  every 
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Act  for  reguiat-  article,  clausc,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  and  shall  be  in 
trade  TOnUnuc'd  forcc,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  twentieth  day  of  November, 
one  year.  one  thousand  scvcn  hundred  and  seventy,  and  from  thence  to  the  end 

of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed 

and  published  November'  20. 
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CHAPTER    12. 

AN  ACT  FOR  IMPOWERING  THE  COMMISSIONERS  AND  ASSIGNEES  OF 
THE  ESTATES  OF  CONCEALED  AND  ABSCONDING  DEBTORS,  AND  ALL 
OTHERS  CONCERNED,  TO  COMPLEAT  THE  BUSINESS  ASSIGNED  THEM 
BY  AN  ACT  MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE  THIRTY-FIRST  YEAR  OF  THE 
REIGN  OF  HIS  LATE  MAJESTY  KING  GEORGE  THE  SECOND,  INTI- 
TLED  "  AN  ACT  PROVIDING  REMEDY  FOR  BANKRUPTS  AND  THEIR 
CREDITORS." 

Preamble.  "Whekeas  an  act  of  this  proviucc  was  made  in  the  thirty-first  year 

moii'chap!  le!  ^^  ^^^  reign  of  his  late  majesty  King  George  the  Second,  intitled 
"  An  Act  providing  remedy  for  bankrupts  and  their  creditors  ;"  and 
whereas^  within  the  time  that  the  said  act  was  in  force,  sundry  con- 
cealed and  absconding  debtors,  by  virtue  thereof  had  their  goods, 
chatties  and  estates  attached  and  seized,  and  committed  into  the  hands 
of  commissioners,  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  said  act ;  and  who,  having  by  the  said  commissioners  been  de- 
clared bankrupts,  had  surrendered  themselves  and  conformed  to  the 
directions  of  the  same  act,  yet,  by  reason  that  the  same  act  was  disal- 
,■'  lowed  of  by  his  said  late  majesty  before  the  said  commissioners  and 

'    ■■  their  assignees  could  compleat  the  business  assigned  them,  thereby  the 

.fiUr'-io;  said   debtors    (in   such   manner   declared   banJcrupts   and   proceeded 

against)  could  never  take  the  benefit  of  the  said  act  according  to  the 
provision  and  intent  thereof,  — 

Be   it  therefore   enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,    Council  and 

House  of  Representatives^ 

CoramiBsionere        [Sect.  1.]     That  all  pcrsous  whosc  goods,  chattlcs  or  estates  were 

l\\tv^ilt^»o{°^  taken,  attached  or  seized,  or  committed  into  the  hands  of  commission- 

bankiupts,  ein-    ers,  accordiug  to   said   act,    and   who   were   by  said   commissioners 

ceeTonbusiness  declared  bankrupts  and  proceeded  against  as  such,   and  who  could 

by  them  begun,  not  obtain  their  discharge,  or  take  the  benefit  of  the  said  act,  for  the 

o"  an"act  that''^   rcasous  aforcsaid,  shall  now  be  proceeded  with  according  to  the  direc- 

aiiow'ed!"  '^'*'     *^^^  ^^  *^®  ^^^^  ^*^^  notwithstanding  the  disallowance  of  the  same  as 

aforesaid ;  and  the  said  commissioners  and  all  others  are  hereby  im- 

powered  and  directed  to  do  and  transact  all  matters  relating  to  such 

debtors  and  their  estates  as  they  might  have  done  and  transacted 

while  the  same  act  was  in  force  ;  and  all  such  doings  and  transactions 

shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 

they  would  have  had  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  act,  or  feefore 

the  same  was  disallowed  or  disapproved  of  by  his  said  majesty. 

[Sect.  2.]  This  act  to  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  two  years  from 
the  first  day  of  December,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  and  published  November  20. 
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CHAPTEK  13. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT 
FOR  ESTABLISHING  AND  REGULATING  THE  FEES  OF  THE  SEVERAL 
OFFICERS,  WITHIN  THIS  PROVINCE,  HEREAFTER  MENTIONED," 

Whereas  the  act  intituled  "  Au  Act  for  establishing  and  regulating  Preamble. 
the  fees  of  the  several  officers, within  this  province,hereafter  mentioned,"  i764-6o,cha]^,^96. 
made  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  is  exph-ed,  and 
having  been  found  useful  and  beneficial,  — 

Be  it  therefore   enacted  by  the  Lieutenant- Governor,    Council  and 
House  of  Representatives, 

That  the  act  aforesaid  be  revived  and  continued,  with  all  and  every  Actforestab- 
article,  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  and  shall  be  in  [wd foTone"' 
force,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  twentieth  day  of  November,  year. 
one  thousand  seven  hundi'ed  and  seventy,  and  from  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer.     [Passed 
and  published  November  20. 


CHAPTEE    14. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXING  TO,  AND  INCORPORATING  WITH,  THE  DISTRICT 
OF  LENOX,   IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  A  NUMBER  OF  THE  IN- 
HABITANTS LIVING  ON  GRANTS   OF   LAND    ADJOINING  TO  THE  SAID  ■: 
DISTRICT,  AND  THEIR  LANDS.                                                                                                        '!^ 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  court  by  a  number  of  per-  Preamble, 
sons  living  on  lands  adjoining  to  the  district  of  Lenox,  that  they  and 
their  lands  being  annexed  to,  and  incorporated  with,  the  said  district 
of  Lenox  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  growth  thereof,  and  remedy 
many  inconveniences  to  which  they  may  otherwise  be  subjected,  — 

Be   it   therefore   enacted  by  the   Lieutena7it-G  over  nor,    Council    and 
Souse  of  Representatives, 

That  all  the  lands  hereafter  described  and  mentioned,  and  the  per-  Certain  lan.is 
sons  thereon  living  ;  to  wit,  from  the  south  line  of  the  grant  made  to  Lenox'"ilco°rpo. 
Captain  Lar[r]ibee,  begin[n]ing  at  the  river   called  Housatonnack  rated  therewith. 
River,  where  the  said  Larribee's  south  line  strikes  said  river,  and  run- 
[?i]ing  west,  as  the  said  line  runs,  and  continuing  the  same  course  of 
the  said  south  line  of  said  Larribee's  grant,  to  the  east  line  of  the  town 
of  Stockbridge,  and  that  the  whole  of  Samuel  Whe[l][e]pley's  farm 
whereon  he  now  lives  be  included  therein,  and  annexed  to  said  dis-  .  .,.t..j*« 

trict ;  and  that  they  and  each  of  them  do  duties,  and  receive  privi- 
leges as  fully  and  amply  as  the  inhabitants  of  said  district.  [Passed 
November  20. 


116 


Province  Laws. —  1770-71.      [Chaps.  15,  16.] 


CHAPTEK  15. 


PKamlile. 


Nathaniel  Little 
field  and  Ama- 
riah  Harris  set 
oflf  from  Slough- 
ton  to  Bridge- 
water; 


—  they  to  pay 
towards  grants 
that  have  been 
made  by 
Stoughton. 


AN  ACT  FOR  SETTING  OFF  NATHANIEL  LITTLEFIELD  AND  AMARIAH 
HARRIS,  OF  THE  SOUTH  PRECINCT  IN  STOUGHTON,  WITH  THEIR 
LANDS,  FROM  SAID  SOUTH  PRECINCT  IN  STOUGHTON,  AND  ANNEX- 
ING THE  SAME  TO  THE  NORTH  PRECINCT  IN  BRIDGWATER. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  court  that  the  lands  of 
Nathaniel  Littlefield  and  Amariah  Harris,  of  the  south  precinct  in 
Stoughton,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  together  with  their  habitations, 
lye  much  nearer  the  place  of  public  worship  in  the  north  precinct  in 
Bridgwater  than  to  the  place  of  public  worship  in  Stoughton,  and  will 
be  better  accommodated  to  be  set  off  from  said  south  precinct  in 
Stoughton  and  annexed  to  said  north  precinct  in  Bridgwater,  and  in 
consideration  thereof  the  said  south  precinct  in  Stoughton  and  the 
said  north  precinct  in  Bridgwater  have  consented  thereto  ;  and  the  said 
Nathaniel  Littlefield  and  Amariah  Harris  have  humbly  petitioned  this 
court  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives, 

-  [Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  Nathaniel  Littlefield,  and  Amariah  Harris, 
with  their  lands,  be  and  hereby  are  set  off  from  the  south  precinct  in 
Stoughton,  to  the  north  precinct  in  Bridgwater  ;  there  to  do  precinct 
duties  and  receive  precinct  privileges  as  others  of  its  inhabitants. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  Nathaniel  and  Amariah  shall  and  they 
hereby  ai-e  enjoined  to  pay  their  respective  proportions  of  all  such 
grants  as  have  been  made  by  said  south  precinct  in  Stoughton  for  de- 
freying  the  necessary  charges  thereof.     [^Passed  November  20. 


CHATTER  16. 


.iljxwnji; 


Preamble. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ENABLING  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  A  TRACT  OF  LAND 
CALLED  THE  LISBURN  PROPRIETY,  TO  RAISE  MONEY  FOR  MAKING 
RECOMPENCE  TO  SUNDRY  PROPRIETORS  WHO  HAD  THEIR  SUPPOSED 
RIGHTS  CUT  OFF,  IN  PART,  BY  THE  LATE  RUN[.V]ING  OF  THE  LINES 
OF  THE  TOWN[S]  OF  NEW  SALEM  AND  SHUTESBURY ;  AND  FOR  PAY- 
ING OTHER  PROPRIETARY  DEBTS  AND  CHARGES,  AND  FOR  ENA- 
BLING THEM  TO  LEVY  AND  COLLECT  THE  SAME. 

Whereas  a  part  of  the  lands  formerly  supposed  to  belong  to  that 
tract  of  land  in  Pelham,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Lisburn  Propriety,  by  a  late  run[n]ing  and  ascer- 
taining of  the  line  dividing  the  said  propriety  from  the  towns  of  New 
Salem  and  Shutesbury,  is  taken  off  into  said  towns,  whereby  some 
proprietors  have  not  their  due  proportion  of  land  as  was  intended  in 
the  division  of  lands  by  the  said  proprietors  among  themselves  ;  and, 
likewise,  whereas  the  said  proprietors  have  been  involved  in  sundry 
lawsuits,  in  some  of  which  judgment  has  been  rend[e]red  against  them, 
and  one  whereof  is  still  depending  in  court ;  and  whereas  the  said  pro- 
prietors have  made  their  application  to  this  court,  praying  tliat  they 
may  be  empowered  to  raise  money,  by  a  tax  on  the  proprietors,  for  the 
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purpose  of  doing  justice  to  such  proprietors  whose  lauds  were  taken 
off  as  aforesaid  ;  and  also  for  paying  and  satisfying  all  such  judg- 
ments as  have  been  rend [e] red  against  them,  or  may  be  rend [e] red 
against  them  in  any  action  now  depending  in  court,  and  all  charges 
that  have  arisen,  or  may  arise,  in  such  suits,  in  prosecuting  or  defend-  a 

ing  the  same,  or  which  are  or  may  be  incurred  by  them  either  on  any  ;'^ 

original  or  judicial  writs  whatever,  —  .m 

Be  it  therefore   enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,    Council    and  V,,,j 

Ho^ise  of  Representatives,  •■ 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  said  proprietors,  at  any  meeting  duly  called  Proprietors  of 
and  convened,   shall  have  power  to  grant  and  raise  monies  for  the  ^t'yempow'^^r^ed' 
above-recited  purposes,  as  they  miglit  do  by  the  laws  of  this  province  to  raise  money, 
for  the  payment  of  any  proprietary  charges  ;  and  also  to  appoint  a 
suitable  number  of  persons  belonging  to  such  propriety,  to  proportion 
such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  thought  necessary  to  be  raised  for  the 
ends  and  uses  aforesaid,  with  such  further  sum  as  shall  |je  sufficient  to 
pay  the  charges  of  collection,  upon  the  several  proprietors,  according 
to  their  several  interests  therein,  and  to  appoint  a  collector  or  col- 
lectors to  gather  in  and  collect  the  same  ;  which  collector  or  collectors,  :  vi 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  levy  and  'i;^; 
collect  the  sum  or  sums  set  aud  apportioned  for  such  proprietors  to  ^'i 
pay,  in  the  same  manner  as  constables  of  towns  within  thi^  province                  "'' 
are  empowered  to  levy  and  collect  the  public[k]  rates  or  taxes  ;  and  to 
pay  in  the  same,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  proprietors,  at  such  time 
as  shall  be  appointed  for  payment  thereof   by  the  warrant  or  warrants 
to  him  or  them  committed  with  such  rate  or  assessments  :  which  war- 
rant the  said  assessors  shall  be  empowered  to  issue  to  the  said  col- 
lector or  collector [.s],  in  the  same  form,  mutatis  mutandis,  as  is  by  law 
established  for  warrants  of  assessors  for  collecting  town  rates.    And 
such  treasurer  shall  be  accountable  to  the  said  proprietors  therefor,       -if.  foiioh-iO 
and  shall  pay  out  the  same  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  as  by  the  said      '""/"  ■^r,'.?"^ 
proprietors'  shall  be  ordered  at  any  of  their  legal  meetings  ;  the  person                   ?» 
or  persons  so  assessing  the  said  proprietors,  and  the  collector  or  col- 
lectors that  shall  be  appointed  for  the  gathering  and  collecting  the 
sum  or  sums  granted  and  agreed  upon  by  the  said  proprietors  to  be 
assessed  and  collected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  under  oath  for  the  true 
and  faithful  performance  of  their  services,  respectively  ;  which  oath  shall 
be  administred  to  them  as  the  law  provides  for  swearing  town  officers. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  any  proprietor  be  assessed  more  than  his  just  ABsessorgem. 
proportion,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  assessors  to  relieve  him.  ne^^personr 
\_Passed  November  20.  overrated. 


CHAPTER  17. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  HUBBARDS- 
TON  TO  COLLECT  THE  TAXES  GRANTED  ON  THE  LANDS  IN  SAID 
HUBBARDSTON. 

"Whereas  the  general  court,  at  their  session  in  the  year  one  thou-  Preamble, 
sand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  ordered  that  a  tax  of  one  penny  1767-68,  chap, 
per  acre  for  the  term  of  one  year  be  granted  upon  all  the  lands  of  the 
non-resident  proprietors  lying  in  said   district,  to   make  and  repair 
roads  ;  and  whereas  the  assessors  of  said  district  have  made  the  said 
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Asseagora  of 
Hubbardston 
empowered  to 
sell  lands  of 
delinquent  pro- 
prietors, after 
notice  given. 


Proviso,  for  the 
redemption  of 
such  lands  with- 
in one  year  af- 
ter the  sale. 


Order  for  dis- 
posing of  the 
purchase-mon- 
ey. 


tax,  and  sufficiently  published  the  same,  and  some  persons  who  are 
owners  of  said  lands  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same,  — 

Be  it  enacted  hythe  Lieutenant-Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives^ 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  assessors  of  the  said  district  of  Hubbardston, 
for  the  time  being,  be  and  are  hereby  directed  and  impowered  to  sell 
so  much,  and  no  more,  of  tlie  di  linquont  owners'  or  pro|)rietors'  lands, 
as  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said  penny  per  acre,  as  is  necessary  to 
pay  and  satisfy  the  said  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre,  and  other  neces- 
sary and  intervening  charges  ;  they  posting  up  the  same  in  some  public 
place  in  the  said  district  of  Hubbardston,  and  in  the  shire  town  in 
the  county  of  Worcester ;  and  also  the  said  assessors  shall  be  obliged, 
for  the  notification  of  the  said  non-resident  proprietors,  to  adver- 
ti[z][s]e  in  Draper's,  Edes  and  Gill's,  and  Fleet's  newspapers,  three 
several  weeks,  the  intended  sale,  at  least  three  months  before  the  said 
lands  are  sold..  And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  said  assessors,  at 
a  public  vendue,  to  sell  and  execute  absolute  deeds,  in  the  law,  for  the 
conveyance  of  such  lands  of  the  owners  aforesaid,  to  the  person  or 
persons  who  shall  give  most  for  the  same  ;  which  deeds  shall  be  good 
and  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  the  law,  for  conveying  such 
estates  to  the  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever ;  reserving, 
nevertheless,  to  the  said  non-resident  proprietors,  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
liberty  of  redemption  of  their  lands  so  sold,  they  paying  to  the 
grantees,  or  their  heirs,  respectively,  within  one  year  afterwards,  the 
sums  for  which  said  land[s]  were  sold,  with  charges  of  sale,  and  costs 
laid  out  in  making  improvements  thereon,  with  the  further  sum  of 
twelve  pounds  for  each  hundred  pounds  of  money  produced  by  said 
sale,  and  proportionably  for  any  other  sum. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  assessors  for  the  said  year  sh  ill  pay  the 
money  arising  by  the  said  sale,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  tlistrict  for 
the  said  year ;  and  the  said  treasurer  is  directed  to  attend  the  orders 
of  the  said  assessors  for  the  said  year,  for  the  payment  of  the  money 
arising  by  the  sale  of  said  lands  for  the  payment  of  the  said  penny 
tax,  and  charges,  according  to  the  intention  and  meaning  of  the  said 
grant.     [^Passed  and  published  November  20. 


CHAPTER    18. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE    THE    PUOPRIETORS    OF    THE    TOWN 
MINSTER  TO  COLLECT  CERTAIN   TAXES. 


OF     WEST- 


Preamble. 


Whereas  the  general  court,  at  their  session  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  ordered  that  a  tax  of  one  penny  half- 
penny per  acre,  for  one  year,  be  granted  upon  all  the  lands  in  the  town 
of  Westminster  ;  and  whereas  the  said  proprietors,  at  their  legal  meet- 
ing on  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven,  granted  two  taxes  ;  one  of  six  shillings,  the  other  of  four 
shillings,  on  each  proprietor's  right  in  said  town,  to  defrey  their  debts, 
also  two  taxes  of  eight  shillingseach  ;  the  one  granted  the  fourth  day 
of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  the  other  granted 
the  fifteenth  day  of  November  following  ;  also  one-  other  tax  granted 
in  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  sixty-seven  ;  and  tvhereas 
the  assessors  of  the  said  proprietors  of  Westminster  have  made  eaid 
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taxes,  and  sufficiently  published  the  same,  and  some  persons  who  are 
owners  of  the  said  lands  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same,  — 

Be   it   enacted   by  the  Lieutenant-Governor^    Council  and  House  of  ], 

Representatives^  ■  : 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  assessors  of  the  town  of  Westminster,  for  Assesssors  of  .'^ 
the  time  being,  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  and  directed  to  sell  so  ^*'p,l:!i^erc!uo,^ 
much,  and  no  more,  of  the  delinquent  owners,' or  proprietors' lands,  as  si^n  lands  <,f  de. 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  taxes  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  prietorn,  after 
pay  and  satisfy  said  taxes  and  other  intervening  charges  ;  they  posting  "°^''^'^  ^'^™" 
up  the  same  in  some  public  place  in  the  town  of  Westminster  afore- 
said, and  in  the  shire  town  in  the  county  of  Worcester ;  and  also  the 
said  assessors  shall  be  obliged,  for  the  notification  of  the  non-resident 
proprietors  of  said  Westminster,  to  adverti[z][.s]e  in  two  of  the  Bos- 
ton newspapers;  viz'^'^.,  Edes  and  Gill's,  and  Draper's,  three  weeks 
successively,  the  time  and  place  of  the  intended  sale,  three  months  at 
least  before  said  lands  are  sold  ;  and  it  shall  and  maybe  lawful  for 
said  assessors,  at  a  public  vendue,  to  sell  said  lands  as  aforesaid,  and 
to  execute  absolute  deed  or  deeds,  in  the  law,  for  the  conveyance  of 
such  lands  of  owners  or  proprietors  aforesaid,  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons who  will  give  most  for  the  same  ;  which  deeds  shall  be  good  and 
valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  the  law,  forever  :  reserving,  never-  proviso,  for  the 
theless,  to  any  of  the  said  proprietors,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  liberty  of  such"irndH"  °^ 
redemption  of  their  lands  so  sold,  they  paying  to  the  purchasers  of  within  one  yeai 
said  lands,  or  their  heirs,  respectively,  within  one  year  afterwards,  the  -"'f^'''' ^'"^ '^*''^- 
sums  for  which  said  lands  were  sold,  with  charges  of  sale  and  charges 
laid  out  in  making  improvements  thereon,  with  the  further  sum  of 
twelve  pound [s]  for  each  hundred  pounds  of  money  produced  by  said 
sale,  and  proportiouably  for  any  other  sum. 

And  he  it  farther  e7iacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  said  assessors  for  the  said  year  shall  pay  the  Ordorfor  die- 
money  arising  by  the  said  sale,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  proprietors  p^r'Jh^i^i  *'^® 
for  the  said  year ;  and  the  treasurer  of  said   proprietors   is   hereby  money, 
directed  to  attend  the  orders  of  the  assessors  in  paying  out  the  money 
arising  by  said  sale,  for  the  purposes  for  which  said  taxes  were  origi- 
nally granted.     [^Passed  and  published  November  20. 


CHAPTEE   19. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SHERBOUEN, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  NANTUCKET,  TO  CHOOSE  A  COLLECTOR  TO 
COLLECT  THE  SEVERAL  RATES  OR  TAXES,  NOT  COLLECTED,  IN  A 
LIST  OF  PROVINCE  TAXES,  SET  ON  SAID  TOWN,  COMMITTED  TO 
THOMAS  ARTHER,  A  DELINQUENT  COLLECTOR,  FOR  THE  YEAR[S] 
ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-FIVE,  AND  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED   AND   SIXTY-SIX. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  court  that  the  town  of  Sher-  Preamble, 
bourn  are  under  great  difficulty  by  means  that  their  taxes  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  and  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  sixty-six  are  not  collected,  which  were  set  and  ordered 
upon  them  by  the  general  court,  and  Thomas  Arther,  their  collector, 
to  whom  said  taxes  were  committed,  being  delinquent  and  unable  to 
collect  the  same  ;  for  remedy  whereof,  — 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  House  oj 
Representatives, 
TownofSher-  [Sect.  1.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  are  hereby  impow- 
erJd  toTiFo°oTe  a  cred,  at  a  meeting  any  time  hereafter  to  be  called  by  the  selectmen  for 
collector  of  that  purposc,  to  choose  a  collector,  which  person  so  chosen  and  sworn 
roomo"Thomas  shall  be  and  hereby  is  impowered  to  receive  of  the  said  Thomas 
Arther,  Arthcr  the  list  of  such  taxes  as  were  committed  to  him  to  collect ;  and 

the  said  person  so  chosen  and  sworn  shall  be  enabled  to  collect  all 
such  taxes  as  are  now  outstanding  and  unpaid,  by  force  and  virtue  of 
such   warrants  as  were  directed  to  the  said  Thomas  Arther ;   which 
collector  so  to  be  chosen  shall  be  accountable  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
town  of  Sherbourn  for  all  such  sums  he  shall  so  levy  and  collect. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
ABsessors  em-         [Sect.  2.]     That   the  assessors  of  said  town  be  and  accordingly 
Forcrthepay"'   hereby  are  fully  impowered  to  issue  their  warrants  for  the  commit- 
ment, ment  of  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  fail  of  paying  then.-  respec- 
tive taxes,  as  fully  as  they  could,  by  law,  in  case  the  said  list  had  been 
originally  committed  to  such  collector.     [Passed  November  20. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at   the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, ON  the  Third  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1771. 


CHAPTER    20. 

AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  AND  IMPOWEE,  THE  NORTH  PARISH  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  HAVERHILL  TO  GRANT  CERTAIN  LAND  TO  THE  REV'D 
GYLES  MERRILL. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  court  that  it  would  be  Preamble, 
beneficial  to  the  said  Gyles,  as  also  to  the  said  north  parish  and  the 
town  of  Plastow  where  he  officiates  as  minister  of  the  gospel,  that  the 
said  Gyles  should  hold  and  enjoy,  forever,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  with 
the  buildings  on  the  same,  in  addition  to  his  present  support,  contain- 
ing about  three'  acres  and  an-half ;  lying  on  the  southerly  and  easterly 
sides  of  Ann  Cushing's  land  in  said  Haverhill,  extending  so  far  nqjth- 
erly  as  to  make  a  streight  line  with  the  said  Ann  Cushing's  northerly 
line  ;  which  is  part  of  a  parsonage  lot  formerly  granted  by  the  proprie- 
tors of  Haverhill  to  said  parish,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  north  parish  in  Haverhill  be,  and  Persons  empow. 
they  hereby  are,  accordingly,  authorized  and  impowered,  at  a  meeting  a'^deed'amle'i've 
legally  called  for  that  purpose   (either  by  themselves,  or  such  other  sufficient  title. 
persons  as  they,  at  such  meeting,  shall  see  cause  to  appoint  for  that 
purpose) ,  to  make  and  execute  a  legal  deed  of  the  premises  to  the  said 
Gyles,  his  heu-s  and  assigns  forever ;  which  deed  being  so  made,  exe- 
cuted and  delivered  to  him,  the  said  Gyles,  and  registred  in  the  register's 
office  for  the  county  of  Essex,  shall  be  deemed  a  good  and  sufficient 
title,  in  fee  simple,  to  the  same.    \_Passed  April  23  ;  published  April  26, 
1771. 


CHAPTER    21. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  THE  ALEWIVE  FISHERY  IN  THE  TOWN  OF 

PEMBROKE. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]     That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants  of  inhabitants  em- 
the  said  town  of  Pembroke,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  meeting,  ^"rnfoutuie 
and  they  are  hereby  impowered,  some  time  in  the  month  of  April  cur-  privilege  of 
rent,  and  annually,  hereafter,  in  the  month  of  March,  during  the  contin-  v.^il\.M^„  00. 
uance  of  this  act,  in  a  meeting  of  the  said  inhabitants  lawfully  assem- 
bled, by  any  committee  chosen  and  appointed  by  the  major  part  of  such 
inhabitants  for  that  purpose,  to  let  or  farm  out  the  privilege  of  taking 
and  disposing  of  the  fish  in  the  said  town,  called  alewives. 
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Purchasers  to 
give  security. 


Penalty. 


Purcliasers  to 
supply  fish  ut 
certain  rates. 


Penalty  on  tak- 
ing  fish  other- 
wise. 


Continuation. 


And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  person  or  persons  purchasing  the  said  privilege 
shall  give  sufficient  security  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  town,  for  the 
time  being,  for  the  payment  of  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  the  said 
privilege  shall  be  sold  for,  to  be  improved  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  said  privi- 
lege shall  conform  him-,  or  themselves  to  such  times  and  places  for 
taking  the  said  fish  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  inhabitants,  or 
any  committee  by  them  chosen  for  that  purpose,  under  the  penalty  of 
twenty  shillings. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  not  ask  or 
take,  of  any  person  applying  to  him  or  them  to  buy  the  said  fish, 
more  than  one  shilling  per  hundred,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater 
or  less  number,  nor  refuse  or  deny  to  supply  any  person  or  persons 
with  the  said  fish  when  it  shall  be  in  their  power  to  supply  them  (they 
being  ready  to  pay  for  the  same) ,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings 
for  each  offence. 

Arid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  said  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers,  or  those  employed  by  them,  shall  presume  to 
take  the  said  fish,  in  the  said  town  of  Pembroke,  such  person  shall  be 
liable  to  pay  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings.  All  the  penalties  and 
foi^feitures  mentioned  in  this  act  shall  be  recoverable  by  action  of  debt 
to  be  therefor  brought,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  Plymouth :  one  moiety  of  such  penalty 
shall  be  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town.  And  any  inhabitant  of  the 
said  town  of  Pembroke,  other  than  the  plaintiff  himself,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted a  witness  in  any  action  to  be  brought  for  such  penalty. 

[Sect.  6.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  five 
years  from  the  last  day  of  April  instant,  and  no  longer.  [^Passed 
April  24  ;  published  April  26,  1771. 


CHAPTER   22. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  NORTHERLY  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
HATFIELD,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE 
NAME  OF  WHATELY. 


Preamble. 


Bounds  of  the 
town  of 
Whately. 


Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  northerly  part  of  the  town  of 
Hatfield,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  have  made  application  to  this 
court  that  the  northerly  part  of  the  said  town  may  be  incorporated 
into  a  distinct  and  seperate  town,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  northerly  part  of  the  said  town  of  Hatfield, 
which  is  contained  within  the  lines  and  limits  following  ;  that  is  to 
say,  begin[7i]ing  at  the  north-east  corner  of  the  general  field,  there 
called  the  North  Meadow  and  Farms  ;  thence,  in  the  north  line  of  the 
said  general  field,  to  the  north-west  corner  thereof ;  from  the  said 
north-west  corner  of  that  field,  the  said  line  to  run,  in  a  direct  course, 


[4th  Sess.]         Peovince  Laws.  — 1770-71.  123 

to  the  south-east  corner  of  the  mill  swamp,  which  belongs  to  Moses 
Dickinson ;  thence,  in  the  south  line  of  the  same  mill  swamp,  to  the 
south-west  corner  thereof,  adjoining,  there,  to  the  east  side  of  that 
way  called  the  Chesnut-Plain  Road;  theu[s][c]e,  south,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  said  way,  to  a  point  where  a  line  at  right  angles  with  the 
east  line  of  the  said  way,  and  one  rod  south  of  the  bridge  there,  called 
the  West-Brook  Bridge,  would  inter  [sec]  [es]t  the  [the]  aforesaid  east 
line  of  the  said  way  ;  from  the  said  point  of  intersection,  to  continue 
such  right-angular  line,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  west  side  of  the  said  way  ; 
tlience,  to  the  north-east  corner  of  the  lot  laid  out  to  Samuel  Kellog, 
in  the  thu'd  division  of  commons  ;  thence,  west,  in  the  north  line  of  the 
said  lot,  to  a  point  at  which  a  line  parral[/]el  to,  and  half  a  mile  distant 
from,  the  east  line  of  the  Three  Miles  Additional  Grant,  so  called,  would 
inte[sec]r[es]t  the  said  north  line  of  the  lot  last  mentioned  ;  thence, 
in  such  parrallel  line  last  mentioned,  to  the  district  of  Conway ;  then, 
in  the  line  dividing  between  Hatfield  and  the  town  of  Deerfield  and 
district  of  Conway,  to  Connecticut  River  ;  thence,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  said  river,  to  the  station  first  mentioned, — be  and  hereby  is  erected 
into  a  seperate  town  by  the  name  [of]  Whately  :  and  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  said  town  be  and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the 
powers,  privileges  and  immunities  that  towns  in  this  province  enjoy 
by  law,  that  of  sending  a  representative  to  the  general  court  only 
excepted ;  and  that  the  said  town  of  Whately  shall  have  full  right 
and  liberty,  from  time  to  time,  to  join  with  the  town  of  Hatfield  in 
the  choice  of  representatives,  to  be  chosen  of  the  town  of  Hatfield, 
or  the  said  town  of  Whately,  indifferently,  to  represent  them  at  the 
general  assembly  ;  and  that  the  said  town  of  Whately  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  bear  their  proportion  of  the  expence  of  such  representatives, 
with  the  said  town  of  Hatfield,  according  to  their  respective  propor- 
tion of  the  province  tax :  and  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  said  town  of  Whately  shall  be  notified  of  the  time  and  place 
of  election,  by  a  warrant  from  the  selectmen  of  Hatfield,  directed  to 
the  constable  or  constables  of  the  said  town  of  Whately,  requu-ing 
such  constable  or  constables  to  warn  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  Whately,  qualified  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  rep- 
resentative, to  meet  at  the  time  and  place  of  election  ;  which  warrant 
shall  be  returned  by  such  constable  or  constables,  with  certificate  of 
his  or  their  doings  there[o][i]n,  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Hat- 
field, before  the  time  for  holding  every  such  meeting. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the   inhabitants   of  the   said  town   of  Whately  Town  of 
shall  pay  their  proportion   of   all   such   province,  county,  and  town,  their  propor!"^ 
taxes  as  are  already  set  on  them  by  the   town  of  Hatfield,  in   like  tion  of  county 

1        1  •  »T  1  -I  1x1  ill         ""^  town  tasea. 

manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  been  made ;  and  the  constables 
chosen  by  the  town  of  Hatfield,  at  their  annual  meeting  in  March, 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  are  hereby 
fully  authorized  and  [e][i]mpowered  to  levy  and  collect  all  such 
taxes  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  and  lands  in  the  said  town  of 
Whately,  and  are  directed  to  pay  in  the  same,  in  the  same  manner  they 
would,  and  ought,  by  law,  to  have  done,  had  not  this  act  been  made. 

Provided,  nevertheless, — 

A7id  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Hatfield  be,  and  J°J°„°Si 
he  is  hereby,  [e][i]rapowered  and  directed  to  pay  the  town  treas-  toWhatciya 
urer  of  the  said  town  of  AVhately,  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  P'l^^^portion  of 
town,  such  a   proportion    of   the   sum   of   thirty  pounds,  which   was 
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raised  by  the  town  of  Hatfield  at  their  meeting  on  the  first.  Monday 
in  December  last,  for  providing  preaching  in  the  said  town  of  Hatfield 
in  the  year  then  next  ensuing,  as  has  been  assessed  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants and  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  said  town  of  Whately, 
agre[e]able  to  the  list  last  taken  by  the  assessors  of  Hatfield;  and 
the  treasurer  of  the  said  town  of  Whately  is  hereby  fully  authorized 
and  [e][i]mpowered  to  demand  and  receive  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
town  of  Hatfield,  such  proportion  of  the  said  thirty  pounds  as  afore- 
said. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  4.]  That  William  Williams,  Esqi^'^,  be  and  hereby  is 
[e][^■]mpowered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal 
inhabitant  of  the  said  town  of  Whately,  requiring  him  to  warn  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Whately,  qualified  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned, 
to  meet,  at  some  suitable  time  and  place  in  said  town,  to  chuse  such 
oflScers  as  towns  in  this  province  are  [e][j]mpowered  and  enjoined,  by 
law,  to  chuse  in  the  month  of  March,  annually,  which  they  are  hereby 
impowered  to  chuse  at  such  meeting. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Whately, 
who,  in  the  last  tax  in  the  town  of  Hatfield,  were  rated  one-half  part 
so  much  for  their  estates  and  faculties  as  for  a  single  poll,  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote  in  their  first  meeting,  and  such  other  meetings  as  may 
be  called  in  the  said  town  of  Whately  until  a  valuation  of  estates 
shall  be  made  by  assessors  there. 

And  be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  persons  to  whom  such  warrant  for  calling  the 
first  meeting  in  the  said  town  of  Whately  shall  be  directed,  [d][j]o 
make  return  thereof,  with  certificate  of  his  doings  thereon,  unto  the 
said  meeting,  the  same  to  be  entered  and  recorded  with  the  records  of 
the  said  town. 

And  be  it  also  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  no  person  happening  to  reside  or  be  within  the 
limits  of  the  said  town  of  Whately  at  the  end  of  the  present  session 
of  this  court,  who  would  not  then  have  become  an  inhabitant  of  Hat- 
field had  not  this  act  been  made,  shall  become  an  inhabitant  of  the 
said  town  of  Whately,  or  have  legal  claim  or  right  to  any  of  the 
privil[e3[i]ges  of  an  inhabitant  there,  anything  hereinbefore  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  the  said  town  of 
Whately  shall  be  and  hereby  is  fully  [e]  [i]mpowered  to  proceed 
with  all  such  persons  residing  there,  who,  at  the  end  of  the  said 
present  session  of  this  court,  would  not  have  been  inhabitants  of  Hat- 
field, in  the  same  manner  the  town  of  Hatfield  then,  or  at  any  time 
before,  might  have  proceeded  with  them  touching  their  removal. 
^Passed  April  24 ;  published  April  26,  1771. 


CHAPTER    23. 

AN  ACT  TO  ERECT   THE    DISTRICT   OF   PRINCETOWN   INTO    A  TOWN 
BY  THE   NAME  OF  PRINCETON. 


Preamble.  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  .Princetown  have  peti- 

1769-60,  chap.  6.  tioucd  this  court  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town,  that  they  may  enjoy 
the  privileges  of  other  towns  in  this  province,  — 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

That  the  district  of  Princetown,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  with  District  of 
all  the  lands  adjoining  to  said  district  not  included  within  any  other  raade  a°m?n  by 
town  or  district,  be  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  tin;  name  of 
of  Princeton :     and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof    be  and  hereby  are  ^""'"^'•""• 
invested  with  all  the   powers,  privileges   and  immunities  which  the 
inhabitants   of    the   several   towns   within   this   province   do   enjoy. 
\_Passed  April  24;  published  April  26,  1771. 


CHAPTEK    24. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  TPIE  WESTERLY  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  HAT- 
FIELD, IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  INTO  A  DISTRICT  BY  THE 
NAME  OF  WILLIAMSBURGH. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  of  Hat-  Preamble, 
field  labour  under  great  difficulties,  on  account  of  their  distance  from 
the  place  of  public [k]  worship,  and  that  of  holding  their  public [k] 
meetings  in  the  said  town,  and  thereupon  have  applied  to  the  said 
town,  and  obtained  their  consent,  and  likewise  have  addressed  this 
court,  to  be  erected  into  a  town  or  district,  and  vested  with  the  powers, 
privileges  and  immunities  which  towns  in  this  province  enjoy,  — 

Be  it   [therefore]  enacted  by  the   Governor,   Council  and  House  of 
Representatives^ 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  westerly  part  of  the  said  town  of  Hatfield,  as  Bounds  of  tim 
hereafter  d [e][t] scribed  ;  viz"^'^.,  bounding  south,  on  Northampton;  uamsburg,^^ ''' 
west,  on  Chesterfield  ;  north,  on  Conway  ;  and  east,  by  a  line  par[r]allel 
to,  and  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from,  the  east  line  of  the  Three 
Miles  Additional  Grant,  so  called,  in  Hatfield, — be  and  hereby  is  incor- 
porated into  a  seperate  district  by  the  name  of  Williamsburgh  :  and  that 
the  inhabitants  thereof  be  vested  with  all  the  powers,  privile[d]ges  and 
immunities  whifh  the  inliabitants  of  any  town  in  this  province  do,  or  by 
law  ought  to,  enjoy,  excepting  only  the  privilege  of  sending  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  general  assembly  ;    and  that  Samuel  Fairfield  and 
Andrew  Gates,   and  the  lands  and  farms  they,  respectively,  now  own, 
not  included  within  the  bounds  aforesaid ;  and  also  that  part  of  the 
farm[s]  which  John  Nash  and  John  Meekins  now  own,  not  included 
within  the  said  bounds  ;  also  Russell  Kellog,  John  Wait,  Elijah  Wait,  Sammi Kairn.i.i 
Joshua  Warner,  Jonathan  Warner,  Downing  Warner,  Thomas  Warren,  thelr^estato.^ '^^ 
William  Warren,  Mather  Warren,  and  the  widow  Warren,  mother  of  the  ^?JJ^?<^^ '"  '^'-' 
Warrens  above  named  (with  the  lands  they  now  respectively  own  there, 
which  lie  east  of  the  aforesaid  east  bound  [a]  [e]r[/]y  line  of  the  said  dis- 
trict, and  westward  of  a  line  ruu[n]ing  from  the  north  line  of  North- 
ampton to  the  south  line  of  Conway,  par[r]allel  to  the  east  line  of  the  said 
Three  Miles  Addition,  and  striking  the  most  easterly  part  of  the  farm 
of  the  said  Warren's  o[n][r]  Horse  Mountain,  so  called),  together  with 
the  lands  of  John  Millar,  of  Northampton,  which  lie  west  of  the  top  of 
the  aforesaid  mountain, — shall  be  and  hereby  are  annexed  to  the  said 
district,  so  far  as  to  do  duty,  and  receive  privileges,  there,  as  fully,  in  Persona  an- 
every  respect,  as  if  they  and  their  said  lands  were  included  within  the  ^'j^h'^fiati^eid  in 
bounds  of  the  said  district;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  dis-  {;^%*;''g°jj'=j®J|^g^ 
trict,  together  with  the  above-named  persons  thereto  annexed,  or  those  ""cP'^sen  a  ivos. 
that  may  hereafter  own  and  dwell  upon  their  said  lands,  shall  have 
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liberty,  from  time  to  time,  to  join  witli  the  town  of  Hatfield  in  the 
choice  of  a  representative  or  representatives  ;  which  representative [s] 
may  be  chosen,  indifferently,  from  the  said  town  of  Hatfield,  the  said 
district  of  Williamsburgh,  or  any  other  town  or  district  that  has  or 
may  have  the  like  liberty  and  privilege  of  joining  with  the  town  of 
ReprcBentatives,  Hatfield  in  the  choice  of  a  representative  or  representatives  ;  the  pay 
how  to  be  paid,  q^,  allowance  of  such  representatives  to  be  borne  by  the  said  town  of 
Hatfield,  the  said  district,  and  any  other  town  or  district  which  may 
join  with  them  in  such  choice,  according  to  their  respective  proportions 
of  the  province  tax  ;  and  that  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Hatfield, 
as  often  as  they  shall  call  a  meeting  for  the  choice  of  a  representa- 
tive or  representatives,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  make  and  deliver  theu' 
Constables,  how  Warrant  to  the  constable  or  constables  of  the  said  district,  for  the  time 
to  notify  the       being,  a  reasonable  time  before  the  time  set  for  holding  the  said  mcet- 
Bcntatives.'^^    ^'  ing,  requiring  him  or  them  to  warn  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
district,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  lands  by  this  act  annexed 
thereto,  as  shall  be  qualified  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  representative, 
that  they  assemble  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  mak[e]ing  [the] 
said  choice  :  which  constable  or  constables  shall  be  holden  to  execute 
and  return  the  said  warrant  according  to  the  direction  thereof. 
Provided^  nevertheless,  — 
And  be  it  further  enaded^ 
Proviso  respect-      [Sect.  2.]     That  the  Said  district,  and  the  persons  thereto  annexed 
ing  taxes.  j^g  aforcsaid,  shall  pay  their  proportion  of  all  province,  county  and 

town, charges  already  granted  to  be  raised  in  the  town  of  Hatfield. 
Provided,  also,  — 
And  he  it  enacted, 
District  not  [Sect.  3,]     That  the  Said  district  shall  not  be  liable  to  maintain 

liTai'lftcnanc^e  of   ^^J  pcrsou  or  pcrsous  who  havc  been  legally  warned  out  of  the  town 
persons  warned  of  Ilatfield :  but  bv  virtue  of  such  warning  shall  have  the  same  privi- 

out  of  Hatdeld:    i  li?  •  ^  i.\        i.  c 

lege  and  power  of  removmg  such  person  or  persons  as  the  town  of 
Hatfield  might  have  had,  by  law,  in  case  they  had  remained  therein  ; 
and  the  said  district  is  also  hereby  fully  [e][iJmpowered  and  enabled 
to  proceed  with  such  other  persons  now  living  within  the  limits  of  the 
—empowered  to  Said  district,  who  are  not  by  law  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hatfield, 
warn  persons,     j^  ^j^g  same  manner,  as  to  their  removal,  as  the  said  town  might,  by 
law,  have  proceeded  with  them  if  they  had  remained  therein. 
Provided,  also, — 
And  be  it  enacted. 
District  not  to         [Sect.  4.]     That  neither  the  said  district,  nor  the  persons  annexed 
hrthe^cstatT"*'  thereto  as  aforesaid,   shall  have  any  right  or  interest  to,  or  in,   the 
sequestered  to    moucy  or  cstatc  dcvotcd  and  sequestered  by  the  town  of  Hatfield  for 
iiatli" Ki":  **         ^ud  towards  the  support  and  maintenance  of  a  school  in  Ilatfield,  or 
vote  or  join  in  any  order [s],  vote  or  act  of  the  said  town  respecting 
the  same. 

Provided,  also,  — 

And  be  it  enacted, 

—subjected  to         [Sect.  5.]     That  the  said  district,  and  the  inhabitants  above  named, 

tahi^ng^wlyr'""  thereto  annexed  as  aforesaid,  shall  forever  hereafter  be  at  the  sole 

within  certain     cost  and  charge  of   repairing  and   amending  all   the  public[k]    and 

""'^'*  private  ways  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  established  betweeu 

the  south  line  of  the  town  or  district  proposed  to  be  erected  in  the 

northerly  part  of  the  town  of  Hatfield,  and  the  town  of  Northampton, 

and  west  of  the  bridge  across  Beaver  Brook,  so  called,  and  west  of 

the  east  line  of  the  above-named  Warren's  land ;  and  the  said  district, 

together  with  the  people  annexed  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power, 

and  are  hereby  required,  to  repak  the  same,  and  shall  be  and  hereby 
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are  subjected  to  the  same  penalties  for  not  keeping  them  in  repair,  as 
if  the  said  ways  were  within  the  limits  of  the  said  district. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[SecT,  6.]  That  the  proprietors  of  the  land  in  the  said  district,  as  Place  for  pubuo 
well  non-resident,  as  resident,  there,  together  with  the  inhabitants  an-  be"deti?li!inrd!° 
nexed  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  to  determine  and  fix  the 
place  where  the  first  meeting-house  for  public [k]  worship  shall  be 
erected,  in  the  said  district;  the  vote  to  be  determined  by  the  major 
part  of  the  interest  of  those  that  shall  be  present  at  a  meeting  of  the 
proprietors,  to  be  called  and  held  for  this  purpose,  in  the  said  district ; 
the  said  meeting  to  be  called  in  manner  as  is  provided  in  and  liy  the 
act  made  and  passed  in  the  twelfth  year  of  Queen  Ann,  intitled  "  An  1712-13,  cimp.  9. 
Act  directing  how  meetings  of  proprietors  of  land  lying  in  common 
may  be  called  :  "  saving  that  a  notification  shall  be  posted  up  in  some 
public [k]  place  in  the  town  of  Hatfield,  fourteen  days  before  the  time 
for  holding  said  meeting,  setting  forth  the  time,  place  and  occasion  or 
business  thereof;  and  the  place  for  such  meeting-house  being  so  fixed, 
the  said  district  and  inhabitants  thereto  annexed,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
there  erect  and  finish  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.   7.]      That   William   Williams,    Esqi^'^,   be   and   hereby  is  ^y■.  wiiiiamB. 
[e][i]mpowered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  his^warrant'for 
principal  inhabitant  in  said  district,  requiring  him  to  warn  all  the  in-  caiiini;  the  lir.t 
habitants  thereof,  qualified  as  is  hereinafter  expressed,  and  those  per-  ^^'' '  "^' 
sons  annexed  thereto  as  aforesaid,  who  are  so  qualified,  to  meet,  at 
such  time  and  place  in  said  district  as  he  shall  think  proper,  to  chuse 
all  such  officers  as  towns  in  this  province  are  by  law  empowered  and 
required  to  cluise,  annually  ;  such  warrant,  together  with  [a]  [//<e]  cer- 
tificate thereon  (under  the  hand  of  the  person  to  whom  it  shall  be  di- 
rected) that   he  has  given  the  warning  required  thereby,  to  be  lodged 
with  the  clerk  of  the  said  district,  and  by  him  entered  with  the  records 
of  the  said  district. 

Be  it  cdso  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  and  those  an-  Quaiiikation  of 
nexed  as  aforesaid,  who,  in  the  last  tax  in  tlie  town  of  Hatfield  were  firat'iMec/ing. 
rated  one-half  part  so  much  for  their  estates  and  faculties  as  for  one 
single  poll,  shall  be  taken  and  holdeu  to  be  qualified,  and  be  allowed, 
to  vote  in  their  first  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  such  other 
meetings  as  may  be  called  in  said  district,  until  a  valuation  of  estates 
shall  be  made  by  assessors  there.  [Passed  April  24 ;  published  April 
26, 1771. 
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CHAPTER    25. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  AND  MAKING  VOID  AN  ACT  INTIT[f7]LED  "AN 
ACT  FOR  DISCONTINUING  TWO  OF  THE  COURTS,  AND  FOR  ALTERING 
THE  TIME  OF  HOLDING  ONE  OF  THE  COURTS  OF  GENERAL  SES- 
SIONS OF  THE  PEACE  AND  INFERIOR  COURTS  OF  COMMON  PLEAS, 
WITHIN  AND  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,"  MADE  AND  PASSED 
IN  THE  SEVENTH  YEAR  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  REIGN ;  AND  FOR  ALTER- 
ING THE  TIME  OF  HOLDING  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS 
OF  THE  PEACE  AND  INFERIOR  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  IN  SAID 
COUNTY;  AND  FOR  ESTABLISHING  TWO  MORE  COURTS  OF  GENERAL 
SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE  AND  INFERIOR  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS, 
WITHIN  AND  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  holding  and  keeping,  within  the  county  of  Berkshire, 

yearly,  and  in  every  year,  two  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace 
and  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  and  no  more,  is,  by  experience, 
found  inconvenient,  and  much  time,  travel  and  expence  is  unnecessa- 
rily incurred  thereby  ;  for  remedy  whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 

Act  repealed.  [Sect.  1.]     That  the  Said  act,  made  and  passed  in  the  seventh  year 

i766.67,chap.  14.  ^£  j^j^  prcseut  majesty's  reign,   and  every  article  therein  contained, 

shall  be  and  hereby  is  repealed,  determined,  made  void,  and  of  none 

effect,  forever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Places  and  [Sect.  2.]     That,  froiu  aud  after  the  last  day  of  August  next  en- 

ing'couni^hi'tho  suing,  there  shall  be  held  and  kept,  within  the  said  county  of  Berk- 
county  of  Berk-  shire,  yearly,  and  in  every  year,  until  the  further  order  of  this  court, 
four  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  inferior  courts  of 
common  pleas;  viz.,  two  at  Great  Barrington,  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  August  aud  thuxl  Tuesday  of  May  ;  and  two  at  Pittsfield  ;  viz.,  on 
the  last  Tuesday  of  November,  and  last  Tuesday  of  February. 
[^Passed  April  24  ;  published  April  26,  1771. 


CHAPTER    26. 

AN   ACT   FOR   SETTING  OF*   JOHN   HOLBROOK  AND  OTHERS,   OF   UX- 
BRIDGE,  WITH  THEIR  LANDS,  TO  THE  SOUTH  PRECINCT  IN  MENDON. 

Preamble.  "VVhereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  court  that  the  lands  of 

John  Holbrook,  Silvanus  Ilolbrook,  James  Blake,  Ephraim  Kimpton, 
Micah  Ilolbrook,  Lydia  Holbrook,  John  Kimpton,  John  Ilolbrook, 
jun'r,  and  Joseph  Blake,  inhabitants  of  the  south-easterly  part  of  the 
town  of  Uxbridge,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  together  with  then- 
dwelling-houses,  are  situated  and  ly  much  nearer  to  the  place  of  pub- 
lic[k]  worship  in  the  south  precinct  in  Mendon  than  to  the  place  of 
publick  worship  in  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  and,  in  all  respects,  will  be 
better  accommodated  to  be  set  off  from  the  said  town  of  Uxbridge 
and  annex[ed]  to  the  south  precinct  in  Mendon,  in  precinct  affau's 
only  ;  and  the  said  town  of  Uxbridge  have  consented  thereto,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, — 
John  noibrook      [Sect.  1.]     That  the  Said  inhabitants,  with  their  lands  and  estates 
and  others,  with  lyjug  iu  Uxbridgc  aforcsaid,  be  and  are  hereby  setoff  and  annexed  to 

♦  Sic. 
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the  south  precinct  in  Mendon  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  said  inhabitants  their  estates. 
be  and  hereby  are  enabled  to  join  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  ^°yf,f"J:f?,^^'' 
south  precin[c]t  in  Mendon  in  all  precinct  affairs,  and  are  hereby  in-  inMenUour' 
vested  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subjected  to  all  duties 
that  the  said  precinct,by  law,are  invested  with  and  subjected  to 

Provided,  nevertheless, 

[Sect.  2,  J     That  the  said  inhabitants  set  off  to  the  said  south  pre-  Proviso, respect, 
cinct  in  Mendon  as  aforesaid,   shall,  and  are  hereby  held  to,  pay  all  rafe^and'^'^'*' 
ministerial  rates  and  charges  which  have  been  heretofore  lawfully  as-  charges, 
sessed   upon   them    by  the  said  town  of  Uxbridge,  anything  in  this 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     \_Passed  April  24;   published 
April  26. 


CHAPTER    27. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCOUPORATING  A  CERTAIN  TRACT  OF  LAND  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  INTO  A  TOWNSHIP  BY  THE  NAME  OF  HAL- 
LOWELL. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  Preamble, 
east  and  west  sides  of  Kennebeck  River, in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  are 
desirous  of  enjoying  the  privileges  that  will  arise  to  them  by  beino- 
incorporated  into  a  town, — 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  tractof  land  aforesaid,  butted  and  bounded  as  Bounds  of  the 
follows;  viz"^'^.,  begin[n]ing  on  the  east  side  of  Kennebeck  River,  at  ^^j"  »' U"""- 
the  north  line  of  James  Winslow's  land,  lying  within  a  thirty-two-hun- 
dred-aere  lot,  number  twelve,  and  to  run,  east-south-east,  five  miles  from 
said  river;  from  thence,  to  run,  northerly,  about  nine  miles,  more  or 
less,  on  such  a  course  as  that  it  may  meet  the  easterly  end  of  a  line 
run[n]ing,  east-south-east,  five  miles  from  Kennebeck  River,  along  the 
northerly  side  of  the  lot  number  fifty  ;  then,  to  run  west-north-west,  on 
the  last-mentioned  line,  to  Kennebeck  River ;  and  to  run,  on  the  same 
west-north-west  course,  across  said  river,  to  the  end  of  five  miles  on 
the  west  side  thereof  ;  from  thence,  to  run,  southerly,  such  a  course  as 
to  strike  the  most  easterly  part  of  the  northerly  end  of  Cobbeseconte 
Great  Pond  ;  from  thence,  to  run,  on  the  easterly  side  of  said  pond,  to 
the  stream  issuing  out  of  the  same,  called  Cobbeseconte  Stream  ;  from 
thence,  to  run,  southerly,  on  the  easterly  side  of  said  stream,  till  it  meets 
a  west-north-west  line  run[n]ing  from  Kennebeck  River,  along  the 
southerly  line  of  Mr.  William  Bowman's  land, —  which  is  the  northerly 
half  of  a  thirty-two-hundred-acre  lot,  number  twenty  ;  from  thence,  to 
run,  east-south-east,  on  the  last-mentioned  line,  to  Kennebeck  River; 
and,  over  said  river,  to  the  first-mentioned  bound, —  be  and  hereby  is 
erected  into  a  township  by  the  name  of  Hallowell :  and  that  the  inhabit- 
ants thereof  be  and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges 
and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  towns  within  this 
province,  respectively,  do,  or  by  law   ought  to,  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  James  Howard,  Esq'^"'^.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, em-  James  Howard, 
powered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  in  ^red'to'canThe 
said  town,  requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  in   [the]  fu"\'^*^f.'"^°*^ 
said  town,  qualified, by  law, to  vote  in  town  atlairs,  to  meet,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  ch[oo][u]se  all  such  oflScers 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affau's  of  said  town. 


mo 
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.... ,.  And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

inhabitantB  to         [Sect.   3.]     That  the   freeholders  of  the  said  towu  shall  be  and 

of'd/pdVmic/'^'^  hereby  are  empowered,  at  their  first  meeting,  to  proceed  to  bring  in 

treasuror'.for the  their  votes  for  a  register  of  deeds,  and  also  for  a  treasurer,  for  the 

county  of  Liu-    ^^.^  county  of  Lincoln,  qualified  according  to  law  ;  and  the  votes  for 

such  register  and  treasurer  shall  be,  at  the  same  time,  sealed  up  by  a 

constable  of  said  town  (who  may  then  be  chosen  and  sworn) ,  and  by 

him  returned  unto  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be 

holden  in  June  next,  at  Pownalborough,  for  said  county,  in  the  same 

manner  as  is  provided  by  law  in  like  cases  for  other  towns  Avithin  this 

province ;  which  court  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  receive 

the  said  votes  ;  which  votes,  with  the  votes  of  the  other  towns  of  the 

said  county,  shall  be  opened,  sorted  and  counted,  as  the  law  directs  for 

the  determining  the  choice  of  such  register  and  treasurer :  and  such 

choice  shall  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  valid  and  effectual  in  law. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  by  reason  of  sickness,  or  any  other  means,  the 
said  James  Howard,  Esq"^"^^.,  shall  be  prevented  from  performing  the 
business,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  which  he  is  appointed  by  this  act, 
then,  in  that  case,  William  Gushing,  Esq'^'^,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  em- 
powered to  transact  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  said  business,  as  fully 
and  effectually  as  the  said  James  Howard,  Esqi^'^.,  is,  by  the  several 
clauses  of  this  act,  empowered  to  transact  the  same.  \ Passed  and 
published  April  26,  1771. 


Willi.ini  CuaII' 
ing,  Ksq.,  em- 
powered, in 
case,  etc. 


."j!(.I«i«>'' 
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CHAPTER    28 


AN  ACT  TO  [E][7]MP0WER  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DART- 
MOUTH TO   REGULATE   THE   TAKING    OF    FISH,   WITHIN   THE    HAR- 
'    BOURS  AND  COVES  OF  SAID  TOWNSHIP  OF  DARTMOUTH. 


Preamble. 


InhabitaDtH 
powered  to 
reguTatc. 


Penalty  on 
taking  HhIi 
otherwise. 


Whereas  there  are  sundry  harbours  and  coves  within  the  said  town- 
ship which  have  contained  great  numbers  of  various  kinds  of  fish,  but, 
by  the  drawing  of  seines  under  no  regulation  or  restriction,  the  fish 
have  been  greatly  diminished  therein,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of 
said  inhabitants  and  injury  of  the  poor  ;  wherefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council   and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Dartmouth  are 
and  they  accordingly  shall  be  hereby  fully  empowered,  at  a  meeting  or 
meetings  to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  to  regulate,  order  and  direct 
the  taking  of  fish,  by  seining,  in  any  coves  or  harbours  within  the  limits 
of  said  township,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  or  the  major  part  of 
them  shall  seem  meet. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  during  the  continuance 
of  this  act,  shall  take  any  fish,  by  a  seine  or  seines,  within  any  harbour 
or  cove  in  said  township  of  Dartmouth,  in  any  other  way  or  manner 
than  what  shall  be  allowed  and  approved  of  by  the  inhabitants  of  said 
town,  at  a  meeting  for  that  purpose  legally  called,  such  person  or  per- 
sons so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  pounds  for 
each  offence,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  prosecution,  in  any  court  of 
record  proper  to  try  the  same ;  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  to  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  said  town  of  Dartmouth,  the  other  moiety  to  him  or 
them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 
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[Sect.  3.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  Continuation, 
three  years  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred   and   seventy-one,    and   no   longer.     [Passed   and  published 
April  2Q,  1771. 


CHAPTEE    29. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  GREAT  BRIDGE  OVER 
YORK  RIVER,  IN  THE  FIRST  PARISH  IN  SAID  TOWN,  TO  TAKE  TOLL 
FOR  THE  REPAIR  AND  AMENDMENT  THEREOF. 

"Whereas  the  great  bridge  over  York  River,  in  the  first  parish  in  Preamble, 
said  town,  built  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  appears  to  be  of  general  use  and  publick  utility  ;  and  vjhereas  the  sj 
proprietors  of  the  said  bridge  have  represented  that  the  same  is  now                 ''" 
in  great  want  of  repair  and  amendment,  and  will  very  soon,  without  it, 
become  useless,  and  have  petitioned  this  court  for  liberty  to  take  a 
reasonable  toll  of  such  persons  as  may  have  occasion  to  pass  and 
repass  the  said  bridge,  for  the  repair  and  amendment  thereof,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives^ 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  proprietors  shall,  and  hereby  are  author-  Rntoseatab. 
ized  and  empowered  to,  demand  and  rec[ie][et]ve  the  several  rates  '"*'"-"'^- 
and  fees  hereafter  expressed,  which  every  passenger  is  required  to 
pay  before  they  have  liberty  to  pass;  viz'^'^.,  for  every  footman  who 
shall  pass  the  said  bridge,  two-thirds  of  a  penny  ;  for  every  m(in  and 
horse,  twopence ;  for  every  two-wheel  chaise,  chair  or  sleigh,  and 
horse,  with  the  travellers  therewith,  the  sum  of  fourpence  ;  for  every 
four-wheel  carriage,  including  the  passengers,  sixpence ;  for  every 
man  with  team,  cart  or  sled,  the  sum  of  twopence  ;  for  all  horse-kind, 
or  neat  cattle,  two-thirds  of  a  penny  ;  for  sheep  or  swine  fourpence  a 
dozen,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser  number. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  proprietors  be  and  hereby  are  empow-  Toii-gatherer 
ered  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  receive  said  toll,  from  time  to  api'o'»'e<i- 
time,  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  who  shall  be  approved  of  by  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  York,  and 
who  shall  give  such  security  as  the  said  court  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
order  and  direct ;  and  the  person  so  appointed  and  approved,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  faithfully  and  diligently  attend  upon  his  duty,  and  at 
all  times,  between  the  hours  of  five  in  the  morning  and  nine  in  the  even- 
ing, be  ready  to  admit  any  person  to  pass  the  said  bridge,  upon  the 
penalty  of  twenty  shillings  for  any  neglect ;  and  in  case  he  shall  not 
be  present  to  admit  persons  to  pass  the  bridge,  between  the  hours  of 
nine  in  the  evening  and  five  in  [the]  morning,  he  shall  leave  the  pas- 
sage free  and  open.  And  the  person  so  appointed  and  approved  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  *as  the  said  proprietor[s] 
shall  oi'der  and  direct,  exhibit  an  account  of  the  monies  he  shall  re- 
c[ie][ei]ve  as  aforesaid,  on  oath,  if  required,  to  the  said  proprietors,  or 
their  treasurer,  duly  by  them  appointed,  and  shall  pay  the  said  sum 
to  him  or  them  accordingly  ;  to  be  applied  by  the  said  jx-oprietors  for 
the  repau-  and  amendment  of  said  bridge,  as  they,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  shall  order  and  direct. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  passage  of  said  bridge  shall  be  kept  open  and  Governor,  &c., 
free  for  the  governor,  the  lieutenant-governor,   and  speaker  of  the  exempted. 
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Vessels  to  pass 
free. 


Penalty,  for 
exacting  more 
than  the  rates 
specified. 


Disposition  of 
forfeitures. 


Continuation. 


house  of  representatives,  for  the  time  being  ;  all  persons  travelling  to 
or  from  publiek  worship  on  Lord's  Days  ;  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  York,  going  to  or  from  publiek  meetings  of  the  town  or  par- 
ish ;  post-riders,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  on  all  occasions  ;  constables 
and  collectors  of  taxes,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  said  town  and 
parish,  while  doing  the  town  or  parish  business  ;  and  members  of  the 
general  court,  going  to  or  returning  from  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  no  fee  or  reward  shall  be  demanded  or  taken  for 
drawing  up  and  opening  the  bridge  for  the  passing  and  repassing  of 
vessels  ;  and  the  same  shall  be  made  and  kept  as  convenient  as  may 
be  for  that  purpose,  as  hath  always  been  heretofore  accustomed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.j  That  if  the  keeper  of  said  bridge  shall  at  any  time 
demand  or  receive  a  greater  toll  than  what  is  allowed  by  this  act,  he 
shall,  for  every  such  offence,  be  subject  to  the  penalty  of  twenty  shil- 
lings. And  the  said  proprietors  shall  keep,  and  exhibit  to  this  court, 
under  oath,  when  required,  an  account  of  the  sums  taken  and  received 
for  toll,  as  well  as  an  account  of  the  sums  advanced  for  the  repair  and 
amendment  of  the  said  bridge. 

[Sect.  6.]  And  all  fines  and  forfeitures  arising  by  this  act  shall 
be,  one  moiety  to  him  or  them  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  his  majesty,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  province. 

[Sect.  7.]  This  act  to  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  seven  years 
from  the  publication  thereof,  and  no  longer.  [^Passed  and  published 
April  26,  1771. 


CHAPTER    30. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  A  CERTAIN  TRACT  OF  LAND  CALLED 
PONDTOWN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  INTO  A  TOWNSHIP  BY 
THE  NAME  OF  WINTHROP. 


Preamble. 


Bounds  of  the 
town  of  Win- 


throp. 


Wheeeas  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  called  Pond- 
town,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  Kennebeck  River,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  are  desirous  of  enjoying  the  privileges  that  will  arise  to  them 
by  being  incorporated  into  a  town,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Represeiitatives, 
[Sect.  1.]  That  the  tract  of  land  aforesaid,  butted  and  bounded 
as  follows  ;  viz"^'^.,  begin[//.]iDg  on  the  west  side  of  Cobbcsconte  Great 
Pond,  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  southerly  line  of  a  two-hundred-acre  lot, 
number  one  ;  from  thence,  to  run,  a  west-north-west  course,  five  miles  ; 
from  thence,  to  run,  a  north-north-east  course,  about  nine  miles,  till  it 
meets  a  line  run[«]ing  west-north-west  from  the  north-west  corner  of 
the  town  of  Hallowell ;  from  thence,  to  run,  east-south-east,  on  the  last- 
mentioned  line,  seven  miles,  more  or  less,  to  the  north-west  corner  of 
the  said  town  ;  and  from  thence,  to  run,  southerly,  on  the  westerly  line 
of  the  said  town,  as  far  as  the  northerly  end  of  Cobb[i]  [e]scconte 
Great  Pond  ;  from  thence,  to  run,  westerly,  on  the  northerly  end  of  said 
pond,  to  the  west  side  thereof  ;  then,  to  run,  southerly,  on  the  westerly 
side  of  said  pond,  to  the  first-mentioned  boundary  —  including,  also,  the 
said  pond  as  far  south  as  the  said  boundary, —  be  and  hereby  is  erected 
Into  a  township  by  the  name  of  Winthrop  :  and  that  the  inhabitants 
thereof  be  and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and 
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immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  towns  within  this  prov- 
ince do,  or  by  law  ought  to,  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  James  Howard,  Esq".,  be  and  hereby  is  [e][i]m-  james  Howard, 
powered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  in  ^rlvdtoT.li'i'tiie 
said  township,  requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  in  said  first  meeting  of 
township,  qualified,  bylaw,  to  vote  in'^town  affairs,  to  meet  at  such  time  *''®  "'habitants. 
and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  chuse  all  such  oflScers  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  said  township. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  freeholders  of  the  said  town  shall  be,  and  inhabitantH  to 
hereby  are,  empowered  at  their  first  meeting  to  proceed  to  brins:  in  ^^t^  foy  ngi^tei 
their  votes  for  a  register  of  deeds,  and  also  for  a  treasurer,  for  the  treasurer,  for 
said  county  of  Lincoln,  qualified  according  to  law  ;  and  the  votes  for  Linco"in?'^  °^ 
such  register  and  treasurer  shall  be,  at  the  same  time,  sealed  up  bj^  a 
constable  of  said  town  (who  may  then  be  chosen  and  sworn) ,  and  by 
him  returned  unto  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be 
holden  in  June  next,  at  Pownalborough,  for  the  said  county,  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  in  like  cases  for  other  towns 
within  this  province  ;  which  court  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
receive  the  said  votes  :  which  votes,  with  the  votes  of  the  other  towns 
of  said  county,  shall  be  opened,  sorted  and  counted,  as  the  law  directs 
for  the  determining  the  choice  of  such  register  and  treasurer ;  and 
such  choice  shall  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  valid  and  effectual  in 
law.  • 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  if,  by  reason  of  sickness,  or  any  other  means,  the  Wiiiiam  Cu«h. 
said  James  Howard,  Esqi^'^,  shall  be  prevented  from  performing  the  powe^edi'in™' 
business,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  which  he  is  appointed  by  this  act,  ca«e,  &c.' 
then  in  that  case  William  Gushing,  Esqi^'^.,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  em- 
powered to  transact  the  whole  or  any  part  of  said  business  as  fully 
and  effectually  as  the  said  James  Howard  [Esq.']  is  by  the  several 
clauses  of  this  act  empowered  to  transact  the  same.     [^Passed  and 
published  April  26,  mi. 


CHAPTER    31. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CHARGING  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE  WITH  THE  COST 
AND  EXPENCE  OF  ERECTING  AND  MAINTAINING  A  BRIDGE,  OVER 
WARE  RIVER,  IN  THE  ROAD  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  WARE,  IN  THE 
SAID  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  LATELY  LAID  OUT,  LEADING  FROM 
THE  GREAT  ROAD  IN  THE  SAID  WARE,  CALLED  THE  BAY  ROAD,  TO 
THE  GREAT  ROAD  IN  WESTERN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER, 
CALLED  THE  POST  ROAD  FROM  SPRINGFIELD  TO  BOSTON;  THE  SAID 
ROAD,  LATELY  LAID  CTUT,  BEING  PARTLY  IN  THE  SAID  COUNTY  OF 
HAMPSHIRE,  AND  PARTLY  IN  THE  SAID  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 

Whereas,  by  order  of  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  Preamble, 
of  the  peace  for  the  said  county  of  Hampshire,  and  by  order  of  the 
justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said 
county  of  Worcester,  a  road  has  been  lately  laid  out  and  established, 
communicating  with  the  great  roads  above  mentioned,  whereby  the 
steep,  long  and  very  difficult  hill,  called  Coy's  Hill,  in  the  said  great 
road,  called  the  Bay  Road,  is  avoided, — which  will  very  much  facilitate 
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the  travelling  from  Hadley  to  Boston,  especially  with  carriages  ;  but  as 
that  part  of  the  said  road,  lately  laid  out  as  aforesaid,  which  lies  in  the 
said  district  of  Ware,  in  the  said  county  of  Hampshire,  crosses  Ware 
River,  which  river,  where  the  said  road  crosses  the  same,  cannot  be 
forded  in  many  seasons  of  the  year,  and  therefore  a  bridge,  over  the 
said  river,  in  that  part  thereof,  is  absolutely  necessary  for  obtaining 
the  great  advantages  to  the  public  which  were  proposed  by  the  laying 
out  the  said  road  ;  and  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  of  Ware, 
by  reason  of  their  extream  and  well-known  poverty,  are  altogether 
unable  either  to  erect  or  maintain  such  a  bridge,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

That  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  May  in  this  present  year,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventj^-one,  the  erecting,  maintaining 
Ware  Rivnr,  to  and  Upholding  of  a  cart-bridge,  over  AVare  River,  in  the  said  road  lately 
comi'tyo/'^  '^  laid  out,  as  aforesaid,  in  the  district  of  Ware  aforesaid,  shall  be  and 
Hampshire.  hereby  is  made  a  proper  county  charge  of  the  said  county  of  Hamp- 
shire ;  and  ihe  iustices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace 
for  the  said  county  of  Hampshire  are  hereby  impowered  and  required, 
in  their  general  sest^ions,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  such  orders  as  shall 
be  necessary  and  sufficient  for  the  erecting,  maintaining  and  uphold- 
ing such  bridge,  and  to  order  the  assessing  the  charges  and  costs 
thereof  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Hampshire,  and  levy- 
ing the  same,  in  like  manner  as,  by  law,  they  may  other  proper  and 
lawful  county  charges.     \_Pass§d  and  published  April  26,  1771. 


Expense  of 
buiUling  n 
bridge  over 


OHAPTEK   32. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  TAKING  OF  THE  FISH  CALLED  BASS,  IN  THE 
RIVER  PARKER,  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  NEWBURY,  IN  A  CERTAIN  SEASON 
OF  THE  YEAR. 


Penalty,  for 
destroying  fl-ih. 


Preamble.  Whereas  it  has  been  found  that  the  taking  and  destroying  the  fish 

called  bass,  in  the  river  Parker,  in  the  town  of  Newbury,  in  the  winter 
season,  hath  been  very  injurious  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  and 
the  adjacent  towns,  and  almost  destroyed  that  sort  of  fish  in  said 
river ;  wherefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
[Sect.  1 .]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  at  any  time  hereafter, 
during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  between  the  fifteenth  day  of  Novem- 
ber and  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  annually,  take  or  destroy  any  of  the 
fish  called  bass,  within  the  said  river  Parker,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings  for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered,  with 
costs  of  prosecution,  before  any  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  Essex  ;  the  one  half  of  such  forfeiture  to  be  applied 
to  and  for  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town  of  Newbury. 

Conunuation.  [Sect.  2.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  five  years  from 

and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-one,  and  no  longer.     \^Passed  and  published  April  26,  1771. 
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CHAPTER    33. 


.-jr 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORrORATING  A  CERTAIN  TRACT  OF  LAND  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  INTO  A  TOWNSHIP  BY  THE  NAME  OF  VASSALL- 
BOROUGH. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  east  Preamble, 
and  west  sides  of  Kennebeck  River,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  are  de- 
sirous of  enjoying  the  privileges  that  will  arise  to  them  by  being  in- 
corporated into  a  town,  — 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Represe^itatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  tract  of  land  aforesaid,  butted  and  bounded  Bounds  of  iho 
as  follows  ;  vizi^'^,  begin  [?i]ing  on  the  east  side  of  Kennebec[/t]  River,  L^oTough.^""*'''' 
on  the  north  line  of  lot[t]  number  fifty,  and  run[7i]ing.  from  Kenne- 
beck River,  on  said  line,  an  east-south-east  course,  five  miles  (being 
bounded  thus  far  by  the  town  of  Hallowell)  ;   from  thence,  to  run, 
northerly,  about  eight  miles,  more  or  less,  on  such  a  course  as  to  meet  "^.mi-oin 

the  east  end  of  a  line  run[«]ing,  five  miles,  east-south-east,  from  Ken- 
nebeck River,  along  the  southerly  side  of  lot  number  one  hundred  and 
two,  fronting  on  said  Kennebeck  River  ;  from  thence,  to  run,  west- 
north-west,  on  the  last-mentioned  line,  to  Kennebeck  River ;  and  to 
[ru*]n,  on  the  same  course,  across  the  said  river,  to  the  end  of  five  miles 
on  the  west  side  thereof;  from  thence,  to  run,  southerly,  to  the  north-  >■■,;  io«i{>mroS 
westly  corner  of  the  town  of  Hallowell  [a/oresai*]d ;  from  thence,  to  "  *'  "woO 
run,  east-south-east,  five  miles,  on  the  northerly  side  of  said  town,  to 
Kennebeck  River,  and  over  said  river  to  the  first-mentioned  bounds, — 
be  and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  [toiunship*^  by  the  name  of  Vassall- 
borough  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be  and  hereby  are  invested 
with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants 
of  any  of  the  [towns  'within*^  this  province,  respectively,  do,  or  by  law 
ought  to.  enjoy. 

[And  be  it*^  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  James  Howard,  Esq"^"^^.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  em-  james  nownrd, 
powered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  f^^ut'i^.Ti'iho*^' 
said  town,  requiring  him  [Jo  notify  and  tvarn*^  the  inhabitants  in  said  firM  moetinf;  of 
town,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  "" '"  '^  '  '"''*' 
place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  chuse  all  such  ofl3cers  [as  shall 
be  '/iecef<sary  to*']  manage  the  affairs  of  said  town. 

[And  be  it  furth*'\er  enacted, 

[Sect.    3.]     That  the  freeholders  of  the  said  town  shall  be  and  inimMtams  to 
hereby  are  [i][e']mpowered,  at  their  first  meeting,  to  proceed  to  bring  or^'oe'.[8',M!.i'** 
in  their  votes  for  a   [reqister  of  deeds,  and  also  for*']  a  treasurer,  for  trciiBur.r,  for 

thu  oouiitv  of 

the  said  county  of  Lincoln,  qualified  according  to  law  ;  and  the  votes  Lincoln, 
for  such  register  and  treasurer  shall  be,  at  the  same  time,  sealed  up 
[by  a  constable  of  said  toion,  (^t;/io*]  may  then  be  chosen  and  sworn), 
and   by  him  returned  unto  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace     '■-  n  s^w.t. 
to  be  holden  in  June  next,  at  Pownalborough,  for  [said  county,  in  the  I'l.VMha 

same  manner*']  as  by  law  in  like  cases  is  provided  for  other  towns  ,..r''!r'rfV*'A' 
within  this  province  ;  which  coui-t  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  receive  the  said  votes :  which  [votes,  with  the  votes  of  the  other 
toiu*']ns  of  said  county,  shall  be  opened,  sorted  and  counted  as  the 
law  directs  for  the  determining  the  choice  of  such  register  and  treas- 
urer;  and  such  [choice  shall  be,  to  all  intents  and*]  purposes,  valid  ■ -:r..-]i<S(,iini 
and  effectual  in  law.  ''    .   IJll^ilo 

*  The  parchment  is  imperfocU 


136 


Province  Laws.  — 1770-71.  [Chap.  34.] 


William  Gush- 
ing, Esq.,  em- 
powered, in 
case,  &c. 


[^And  be  it  further  enacted^*^ 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if,  by  reason  of  sickness,  or  any  otner  means,  the 
said  James  Howard,  Esqi^'^.,  shall  be  prevented  from  performing  the 
business,  or  any  part  [thereof,  to  which  he  is  appointed  by  this*^ 
act,  then  in  that  case  William  Gushing,  Esq'^"'^.,  shall  be  and  hereby  is 
empowered  to  transact  the  whole  or  any  part  of  said  [business  as 
fully  and  effectually  as  the  said  Jam*]es  Howard,  Esq'^'^.,  is  by  the  sev- 
eral clauses  of  this  act  empowered  to  transact  the  same.  [Passed 
and  published  April  26,  1771. 


CHAPTEK    34. 

AN    ACT   FOR    INCORPORATING  A   CERTAIN  TRACT   OF   LAND    IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  WINSLOW. 


Preamble. 


Bounds  of  the 
town  of  Win- 
flow. 


James  IToward, 
Esq.,  empower- 
ed to  call  the 
first  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants. 


Inhabitants  to 
vote  for  register 
of  deeds,  and 


"Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  on  the 
east  and  west  side[s]  of  Kennebec[^^]  River,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
are  desirous  of  enjoying  the  privileges  that  will  arise  to  them  by  being 
incorporated  into  a  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  tract  of  land  aforesaid,  butted  and  bounded  as 
follows;  viz"^'^.,  begin [n]ing  on  the  east  side  of  Kennebec [^]  River, 
at  an  hemlock-tree  standing  on  the  bank  of  said  river, —  and  one  rod 
west-north-west  of  a  large  rock,  and  two  miles  and  half  a  mile,  on  a 
north- [north] -east  course,  from  Fort  Hal  [IJ  if  ax, — and  from  said  tree,  to 
run,  east-south-east,  five  miles,  to  a  beach-tree,  marked  ;  thence,  to  run, 
south-south-west,  five  miles  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  poles  ; 
thence,  west-north-west,  to  the  north-east  corner  of  the  town  of  Vassall- 
borough ;  thence,  on  the  northerly  line  of  said  town,  west-north-west, 
five  miles,  to  Kennebec[A;]  River  ;  thence,  to  run  across  said  river,  the 
same  course,  to  the  end  of  five  miles  on  the  west  side  of  said  river,— 
butting,  thus  far,  on  the  same  northerly  line  of  the  said  town  of  Vassall- 
borough  ;  thence,  northerly,  on  such  a  course,  so  far  as  to  meet  the  west 
end  of  a  line  run[?i]ing,  from  the  hemlock-tree  above  mentioned,  west- 
north-west,  five  miles  from  Kennebec[fcj  River ;  thence,  to  run,  east- 
south-east,  on  the  last-mentioned  line,  five  miles,  to  said  Kennebec[^'] 
River;  thence,  across  said  river,  to  the  hemlock-tree  aforesaid,  the 
first-mentioned  bounds, — be  and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  town  by  the 
name  of  Winslow  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be  and  hereby 
are  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  which  the 
inhabitants  of  any  of  the  towns  within  this  province,  respectively,  do, 
or  by  law  ought  to,  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  James  Howard,  Esqi^""^.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
[e][i]mpowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  in- 
habitant in  said  town,  requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  such 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  chuse  all  such  oflScers 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  said  town. 

Ayid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  freeholders  of  the  said  town  shall  be  and 
hereby  are  empowered,  at  their  said  first  meeting,  to  bring  in  their 

*  The  parchment  is  imperfect. 
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votes  for  the  choice  of  a  register  of  deeds,  for  the  county  of  Lincoln,  treasurer,  for 
also  for  a  treasurer,  for  said  county,  qualified  according  to  law  ;  and  the  Lincoln?'^"' 
votes  for  such  register  and  treasurer  shall,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  con- 
stable (who  may  be  then  chosen  and  sworn),  be  sealed  up  and  by  him 
returned  unto  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  holden 
in  June  next,  at  Pownalborough,  for  the  said  county,  in  \_the']  like  man- 
ner as  is  provided  by  law  in  like  cases  for  other  towns  within  this 
province ;  which  court  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  receive 
the  said  votes  :  which,  with  the  votes  of  the  otlier  towns  of  said  county, 
shall  be  opened,  sorted  and  counted  as  the  law  directs  for  the  deter- 
mining the  choice  of  such  register  and  treasurer ;  and  such  choice 
shall  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  valid  and  effectual  in  law. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect,  4.]     That  if,  by  reason  of  sickness,  or  any  other  means,  the  wniiam  Cush- 
said  James  Howard,  Esq[uire],  shall  be  prevented  from  performing  po^weit'a,iii™«e, 
the  business,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  which  he  is  appointed  by  this  ^<'- 
act,  then   [and]  in  that  case  William  Gushing,  Esq'^''^.,  shall  be  and 
hereby  is  empowered  to  transact  the  whole  or  any  part  of  such  busi- 
ness, as  fully  and  effectually  as  the  said  James  Howard,  Esq.,  is,  by 
the  several  clauses   of   this   act   empowered  to   transact  the   same. 
[_Passed  and  published  April  26,  1771. 


CHAPTEE  35. 

AN  ACT  FOR  BUILDING  AND  MAINTAINING  A  LIGHTHOUSE  OR.  HOUSES 
ON  THATCHER'S  ISLAND   [OR]    {ON}   THE  MAINLAND   OF  CAPE  ANN. 

Whereas  the  headland  of  Cape  Ann  projects  itself  into  the  main  Preamble, 
ocean  in  such  manner  as  to  form  two  deep  bays ;  one,  to  the  north- 
ward, commonly  called  Ipswich  Bay,  and  another,  to  the  southward, 
called  the  Massachusetts,  or,  more  commonly,  Boston  Bay  ;  that  there 
are  two  very  dangerous  ledges  of  rocks  which  lay  off  from  the  head- 
land, which,  for  want  of  some  guide,  frequently  prove  fatal  to  vessels  ; 
and  it  being  generally  thought  that  a  lighthouse,  or  houses,  erected  on 
Thatcher's  Island,  or  the  mainland  of  Cape  Ann,  would  be  very  ser- 
viceable to  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  this  province,  and  be  a 
means  of  preserving  the  lives  and  estates  of  a  great  number  of  his 
majesty's  subjects,  by  directing  the  distressed,  in  stormy  and  tempest- 
uous weather,  into  a  safe  harbour  ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]     That  there  be  a  lighthouse  or  houses   erected  at  the  Lighthoufle  to 
charge  of  the  province,  either  on  Thatcher's  Island  or  the  mainland  onXhatcher'a 
of  Cape  Ann   (as  shall  appear  most  convenient  to  a  committee  ap-  ^^'^[JJIj^^*''® 
pointed  by  this  court) ,  to  be  kept  lighted  from  sun-setting  to  sun-rising  ; 
that  from  and  after  the  building  of  the  said  lighthouse  or  houses,  and 
kindling  a  light  or  lights  therein,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  receiver  of 
impost,  by  the  masters  of  all  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  .or  enter-  Light-money, 
ing  any  of  the  harbours  in  the  province,  to  whom  the  said  light  shall  [he  acroVKilfg 
be  useful,  the  like  duty  or  light-money  as,  by  an  act  of  this  province,  George  the 
passed  in  the  first  year  of  King  George  the  First,  iutit[?/]lcd  "An  ms-ie. chap.  4. 
Act  for  building  and  maintaining  a  lighthouse  upon  the  Great  Brew- 
ster, called  Beacon  Island,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Boston," 
the  ships  and  vessels  entering  into  or  going  out  of  the  harbour'  of  Boston 


138 


Province  Laws.  — 1770-71. 


[Notes.] 


—  not  to  be  pnld 
more  than  once. 


Receiver  of  im- 
post to  give  a 
certificate,  in 
case. 


Nnval  officer 
not  to  clear  ves- 
Boln  until  lie 
receive  a  certifi- 
eate. 


Lighthouse 

liecpers  8ul)ject 
to  tlie  same 
lienalties  as 
provided  by  an- 
other act. 


Committee  to 
be  appointed. 


are  held  to  pay ;  and  in  case  any  vessels  belonging  to  any  of  the 
harbours  above  referred  to  shall  arrive  at  the  harbour  of  Boston,  and 
there  pay  the  light-money  to  the  impost  officer,  the  said  officer  to  give 
his  certificate  to  his  deputies  that  he  has  received  the  said  light-money, 
so  that  it  shall  not  be  demanded  again. 

And  be  it  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  commissioner  or  receiver  of  impost  be  and 
hereby  is  [e]  [Empowered,  by  himself,or  his  deputy  by  him  appointed, 
to  receive  the  said  duties,  and  to  recover  the  same,  and  give  a  certifi- 
cate therefor,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  b}'  the  afoi-erccitcd  act 
is  provided. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  no  ship  or  vessel  belongmg  to  the  aforesaid  ports 
(coasters  excepted)  shall  be  cleared  by  the  naval  officer,  until  a  certifi- 
cate be  produced  that  the  duty  of  the  lighthouse  be  paid  ;  and  the  ship 
or  vessel,  with  the  master,  shall  stand  charged  with  the  duty  thereof 
till  paid  to  the  commissioner  of  impost. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted ., 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  person  appointed  by  this  court  to  keep  the 
said  lighthouse,  or  houses,  shall  be  under  the  same  rules  and  directions 
with  respect  to  his  duty,  and  also  under  the  same  penalty  for  neglect- 
ing the  same,  and  the  fines  shall  be  recovered  in  the  same  way  and 
manner,  as  in  and  by  the  aforerecited  act  is  provided. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  a  committee  of  this  court  be  appointed  to  build 
the  said  lighthouse,  or  houses,  of  such  dimensions,  and  in  such  manner, 
as  they  may  be  directed  by  the  said  court.  [Pass"d  and  published 
Jpn7  2G,  1771. 


Notes.  —  There  were  four  sessions  of  the  General  Court  this  year.  These  were  held  at 
Camljridge,  ajrainst  the  nearly  unanimous  protest  of  both  the  Council  and  the  House, 
and  contrary  to  the  general  wish  of  the  people.  No  acts  were  passed  during  the  first  two 
sessions,  which  were  chiefly  spent  in  a  controversy  between  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and 
the  Assembly,  on  the  question  of  the  legality  of  assembling  the  Legislature  at  any  other 
place  than  in  the  town-house  in  Boston  —  the  Representatives  having  resolved,  at  the 
first  session,  and  reaflirmcd  it  at  the  second  session,  that,  so  long  as  the  Assembly  was 
constrained  to  remain  at  Cambridge,  it  was  "by  no  means  expedient  to  proceed  to 
business." 

Opposition  to  convening  the  Assembly  at  Cambridge  was  manifested  throughout  the 
province  as  soon  as  it  appeared  that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor; 
and,  after  writs  had  been  issued  for  convening  the  General  Court,  an  olijection  was  made 
in  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  College,  —  which  had  been  designated  as  the  place 
of  meeting,  — to  the  use  of  their  halls  for  that  purpose.  In  the  following  letter  to  Lord 
Hillsborough,  dated  May  3,  1770,  Hutchinson  gives  an  account  of  this  proceeding:  — 

"My  Lord,  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Overseers  of  Harvard  College  on  the  !>*'  Instant,  it  was 
moved  by  one  of  the  Ministers  of  Boston  that  inasmuch  as  I  had  issued  Writs  for  calling 
an  Assembly  to  meet  at  the  College  which  he  looked  upon  to  l)e  an  Invasion  of  their 
rights,  therefore  measures  should  i)e  taken  iiy  a  Remonstrance  or  in  soinc  other  way  to 
assert  their  right  and  to  prevent  the  Court  from  being  held  there.  This  was  seconded  l)y 
another  of  the  Ministers  and  after  some  debate  I  represented  to  them  the  imprudence  and 
indecency  of  this  motion,  that  whatever  the  pretence  might  be  of  maintaining  their  right, 
the  construction  would  be  that  they  were  engaging  in  the  Dispute  between  the  Kingdom 
from  which  they  had  received  such  great  Benefactions  and  the  Colonies  and  were  ob- 
structing measures  which  were  judged  proper  for  me  to  take,  that  indeed  there  was  no 
other  place  in  Cambridge  where  the  Assembly  could  so  conveniently  tneet  as  in  the  pub- 
lick  Rooms  of  the  College,  but  at  all  events,  they  should  meet  in  Cambridge,  because  I 
knew  it  was  His  Majesty's  pleasure  they  should  meet  there:  Before  another  Session  I 
would  represent  to  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  that  it  was  not  agrecal)le  to  the  Over- 
seers of  the  College  that  the  Assembly  should  meet  there,  for  thev  liad  generally  ex- 
pressed themselves  to  be  of  that  mind,  and  I  doulited  not  I  should  have  Orders  to  pro- 
rogue it  to  some  other  Town,  seeing  without  the  use  of  the  College  Buildings  they  could 
not  conveniently  sit  at  Cambridge.  I  advised  them  not  to  insist  upon  the  Question  being 
put,  but,  it  being  pressed  l)y  the  movers,  I  proposed  the  previous  Question.  The  Board  of 
Overseers  consists  of  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor  8c  Council  and  the  Ministers  of 
Boston  and  five  other  Towns  together  with  the  President  of  ti>e  College.  One  half  of  the 
Council  and  one  half  of  the  Minislers  present  were  for  the  Question  and  it  lay  with  me 
to  give  my  voice  against  it.  It  plainly  appeared  that  this  was  a  piece  of  management  of 
the  Repiesentntives  of  Boston  to  embarrass  the  pul)lic  business  one  of  their  Ministers  io 
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the  Debate  having  inadvertently  mentioned  that  they  bad  let  him  know  their  opinion  upon 
the  point. 

I  gave  them  no  room  to  expect  I  should  be  at  liberty  to  carry  the  Conrt  to  Boston. 

I  have  troubled  Your  Lordship  with  this  detail  in  compliance  with  my  promise  and 
because  I  humbly  apprehend  that  it  may  be  convenient  to  have  liberty  to  meet  the  Court 
or  Assembly  at  Salem,  Concord  or  other  place  than  Cambridge  until  "it  shall  be  thought 
proper  for  it  to  be  held  at  Boston  again  and  that  directions  may  be  given  on  this  head ;  for 
notwithstanding  the  frivolous  exceptions  taken  by  the  Assembly  to  the  Governor's  being 
held  to  follow  his  Instructions,  it  makes  a  great  odds  in  any  unpopular  matter,  wiien  he  is 
able  to  say  that  he  knows  what  he  does  is  agreeable  to  His  Majesty's  pleasure,  or  that  he 
is  pursuing  the  Instructions  or  orders  which  he  has  received,  and  the  clamour  would  have 
been  ten  times  as  great  upon  the  late  removal  of  the  Court,  if  I  had  done  it  merely  from 
my  own  opinion  of  the  utility  of  the  measure."  —  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81. 

The  House  having  resolved,  under  protest,  to  proceed  to  1)usiness,  nineteen  acts  were 
passed  during  the  third  session,  which  continued  from  the  26th  of  September  to  the  20th 
of  November.  These  were  duly  certified  for  transmission, in  Decenilier,  —  apparently 
before  the  21st,  the  date  of  Hutchinson's  letter  to  Secretary  Pownall,  which  accompanied 
them.  The  package  containing  this  letter,  the  acts,  and  the  remarks  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  upon  them,  was  conveyed  by  Sir  Francis  Bernard's  lady,  who  returned  to  Eng- 
land, a  passenger  in  the  Tweed. 

All  the  acts  of  this  session  were  printed,  —  the  tax  act  separately;  but  the  engrossments 
of  the  following  chapters  are  missing:  2,  5,  7,  8,  10,  11.  12,  13  and  15.  These  appear  to 
have  been  read  in  the  Council,  Feb.  7, 1771.  They  were  then  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
where,  thirteen  days  later,  they  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  Mr.  Jackson, 
for  his  opinion  thereupon  in  point  of  law.  By  the  10th  of  May,  they  had  been  returned 
to  the  Board,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Jackson's  report.  On  that  day,  they  were  again  read, 
as  also  was  the  report,  in  which  Mr.  Jackson  expresses  the  opinion  that  these  acts  "are 
proper  in  point  of  law,"  and  only  hints  the  slight  objection  which  appears  in  the  note  to 
chapter  2,  post. 

At  the  fourth  session,  which  continued  from  April  3,  to  April  26,  1771,  sixteen  acts 
were  passed,  all  of  which  were  printed.  The  engrossments  of  chapters  21  and  32  are 
missing.  These  acts  were  certified  for  transmission.  May  17,  1771.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  a  letter  from  the  Governor  to  Secretary  Pownall, dated  May  16,  as  follows :  — 

"  Sir,  Under  cover  with  this  you  will  receive  the  several  Laws  which  passed  the  last 
Session  of  the  Court,  all  which  relate  to  our  interior  affairs  and  seem  to  require  no 
remarks  nor  explanation,  unless  it  should  be  thought  necessary  for  me  to  apologize  for 
my  consenting  to  so  many  New  Towns  without  excepting  a  Privilege  of  sending  Repre- 
sentatives. They  are  all  made  out  of  new  Territory  which  never  was  before  incorporated 
and  my  consent  is  warranted  by  the  practice  of  my  Predecessor  in  consequence  of  direc- 
tions he  received.  As  there  is  a  prospect  of  many  such  Townships  being  incorporated 
every  year  the  House  of  Representatives  will  soon  swell  to  an  enormous  size.  The 
Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  not  yet  printed.  As  soon  as  it  is  out  of  the 
Press  I  will  transmit  it.    I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed'  humble  Servant 

Tho:  Hutchinson."  —  Ibid.,  O.  o.,  16. 

The  package  containing  these  papers  is  endorsed  "  Rec<i  July  12.  Read  Dee.  12, 1771. — 
16  Acts."  This  memorandum  appears  to  have  been  made  in  the  ofHce  of  the  Board  of 
Trade ;  for  they  were  not  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  waiting,  until 
the  fifth  of  September.  Twenty  days  later  they  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  plan- 
tation affairs,  bv  whom  they  were  sent  back  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  the  fourth  of 
October.  They  next  appear  in  the  latter  Board,  Dec.  18th;  when  they  were  read, 
together  with  Mr.  Jackson's  report,  dated  Dec.  13th,  in  which  he  expresses  the  opinion 
"  that  the  said  Acts  are  proper  in  point  of  Law."  They  were  again  read  and  considered 
by  the  Board,  Feb.  27, 1772,  when  there  were  ordered  to  be  prepared  the  draught  of  a  report 
to  the  committee  of  the  Council,  and  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  Governor,  containing 
the  Board's  observations  on  chapter  25,  which  are  given  in  the  note  to  that  chapter,  ;>os^ 
On  the  4th  of  March,  1772,  these  draughts  had  been  prepared  and  were  signed  by  members 
of  the  Board. 

At  the  third  session  a  bill  granting  £325  for  the  support  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
was  reported  in  the  House.  "The  enacting  clause  of  this  bill  contained  the  words,  "in 
General  Court  assembled."  On  the  next  day,  in  a  message  to  both  Houses,  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor gave  notice  that  he  could  not  give  his  assent  to  any  bill  in  which  the  enact- 
ing clause  varied  from  the  form  prescribed  in  his  instructions ;  namely,  " '  By  the  Gov- 
ernor, Council  and  House  of  Representatives,'  and  no  other."  —  [See  note  to  act  1769-70, 
chap.  8,  a7ite.] 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  expected  that  permanent  provision  for  his  support  would  be 
made  by  act  of  parliament ;  but  this  he  deemed  it  discreet  to  withhold  from  the  Assembly, 
and  the  only  objection  he  offered  to  the  bilhnakingthe  above-named  grant,  was  the  inser- 
tion of  the  additional  words  in  the  enacting  clause.  -^ 

What  other  bills,  if  any,  containing  this  altered  clause,  were  passed  at  this  session  can- 
not be  discovered  from  the  archives.  Only  one  of  the  engi-ossed  acts  that  arc  preserved, 
shows  that  it  originally  contained  the  objectionable  words,  which,  however,  were  can- 
celled before  the  act  was  signed  and  sealed. 

In  his  character  as  historian  the  Lieutenant-Governor  subsequently  animadverts  on  the 
conduct  of  the  House  in  insisting  "  upon  a  point  so  frivolous  and  unimportant  in  itself, 
and  supported  by  such  feeble  pretences,"  which  he  adds,  "put  a  stop  to  the  chief  busi- 
ness of  the  Assembly  a  whole  week,  and  the  members  of  the  first  characters  for  knowl- 
edge in  the  law  were  much  engaged  in  it."  This  looks  like  an  adroit  shifting  of  responsi- 
biUty. 

Some  account  of  the  royal  instruction  which  the  Lieutenant-Governor  made  a  pretext 
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for  objecting  to  the  additional  words,  has  been  ah-ead}'  given  in  the  marginal  note  to  the 
act  of  1742- 13,  chap.  1,  ante.  As  there' stated,  the  purpose  of  this  instruction  appears  to 
have  been  to  deprive  of  all  appearance  of  royal  sanction,  any  possible  claim  to  autonomy 
by  the  provincial  legislature,  —  a  claim  which  could  be  more  confidently  asserted  if  the 
Privy  Council  should  assent  to  acts,  in  the  enacting  clauses  of  which  the  only  authority 
professed  was  that  of  the  General  Court. 

Hutchinson  gives  other  conjectural  reasons  for  this  instruction;  but  his  inferences  are 
clearly  drawn  from  ftilse  premises.  He  supposes,  for  instance,  that  the  words  "  His 
Excellency,"  which,  he  intimates,  were  introduced  in  the  time  of  Gov.  Bellomont,  were 
for  certain  reasons,  objectionable;  when  in  point  of  ftict,  this  title  appears  in  the  enacting 
clauses  of  several  acts  passed  in  the  administration  of  Sir  \Vm.  Pliips,  and  the  title  itself, 
which  was  first  given  to  Sir  Edmond  Andros,  continued  to  be  used  in  the  preaml)lcs  and 
bodies  of  acts,  wherein  the  governor  was  referred  to,  even  after  it  had  disappeared  from 
the  enacting  clause.  This  title  which,  it  is  to  be  observed,  was  first  given,  successively, 
to  two  knights,  and  then  to  an  earl,  holding  the  office  of  governor,  survived  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  continues  to  be  the  title  of  the  chief  executive  of  the  Commonwealth,  upon 
whom  it  is  expressly  conferi-cd  by  the  Constitution. 

The  instruction,  moreover,  was  not  first  issued  to  Shirley,  as  Hutchinson  intimates, 
but  to  Dudley,  and,  thereafter,  it  was  regularly  repeated  to  each  succeeding  governor. 
_  The  words  which  the  House  inserted,  no  doubt  with  the  approval,  if  not  at  the  sugges- 
tion, "  of  the  members  of  the  first  character  for  knowledge  in  the  law,"  seem  entirely 
proper,  and  are,  now,  imperatively  required  by  chap.  6,  art.  8,  of  the  second  part  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  Commonwealth.  Nor  was  the  use  of  these  words  unprecedented  ;  for, 
before  1742  there  were  but  five  acts,  in  the  enacting  clause  of  which  these  words  do  not 
appear,  and  even  after  that  date,  certainly  as  many  as  ten  acts  were  passed  with  enacting 
clauses  containing  these  words,  and  four  others  where  the  objectionalile  words,  though  not  in 
the  principal  enacting  clause,  were  retained  in  the  subsidiary  clauses  before  certain  para- 
graphs or  sections ;  and  still  one  other  act  (1742-43,  chap.  6)  which  contains  Ijoth  the  words 
"in  General  Court  assembled,"  and  "by  the  authority  of  the  same."  All  these  acts,  it 
may  be  added,  received  the  assent  of  the  executive,  and  the  approval  of  the  Privy  Council. 
Indeed,  if  these  words  had  been  retained  in  the  clause  as  amended  through  the  exertions  of 
Gov.  Shirley,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  amendment  would,  nevertheless,  have 
been  deemed  by  the  Privy  Council  a  substantial  compliance  with  his  instructions. 

Whether  intended  to  have  such  an  cfTeet  or  not,  this  controversy  helped  to  divert  the 
Assembly  from  pushing  inquiries  on  the  subject  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  receiving  his 
support  from  the  crown,  which  was  so  soon  "to  agitate  the  province  and  to  aid  in  precipi- 
tating the  Revolution. 

Chap.  1.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  in  his  remarks  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  observes 
"  The  Tax  Act,  so  called,  is  in  the  usual  form,"  and  then  adds,  "  So  is  the  Act  for  mak- 
ing a  District  by  the  name  of  Southwick."  —  Z)ee.  21,  1770:  "Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81, 
O.  0.,  7. 

Chap.  2.  "  This  Act  is  in  the  usual  form  except  that  in  the  former  Acts  the  Naval  Officer 
used  to  be  required  not  to  grant  a  pass  at  the  Castle  to  any  Ship  or  Vessel  until  &c. 
whereas  it  is  now  expressed  that  he  shall  not  clear  any  Vessel  &ca.  This  alteration  was 
occasioned  by  particular  persons  who  were  angry  at  the  exchange  of  the  Garrison  at  the 
Castle  but  being  of  no  consequence  I  thought  it  deserved  no  notice  for  the  Province  Law 
establishes  a  fee  at  the  Naval  Office."  —  Ibid. 

^  15.  '*  There  is  a  seeming  indecorum  in  a  clause  in  the  Impost  Act,  requiring  the  Naval 
Officer  (who  does  not  depend  on  the  Government  of  the  Province)  not  to  grant  "clearances, 
till  the  Duties  paid,  which  yet  I  think  amounts  to  no  sul)stantial  objection,  because  this 
Direction  I  understand  relates  only  to  a  fee  given  him  by  the  Province  on  this  Occasion, 
which  they  may  give  on  what  terms  they  please."  —  Extract  from  report  of  li.  Jackson, 
Apr.  6, 1771 :  ibid.,  O.  c,  12.  .//./» 

Chap.  3.  "Apr.  20, 1770.  A  Petition  of  the  Towns  of  Bridgwater,  Middlcborough 
and  Halifax —  Setting  forth  —  That  the  Fish  called  Alewives  for  along  time,  even  bevond 
the  memory  of  man,  have  taken  their  course  out  of  the  Sea  up  into  Taunton  great  River 
and  so  into  the  Towns  aforesaid  (in  the  Spring  of  the  year)  into  the  Fresh  Ponds  to  cast 
their  Spawn,  which  have  been  a  great  advantage  especially  to  the  Poor  of  the  said  Towns 
—  That  the  Act  made  in  the  year  1765  enaliling'the  Town  of  Taunton  to  take  the  said  Fish 
with  Scans  has  in  its  operation  tended  greatly  to  diminish  the  said  Fish,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  Towns  aforesaid.    And  praying  that  the  said  Act  may  be  repealed. 

In  the  House  of  RcpresentaUves.  Resolved  that  the  Petitioners  serve  the  Town  of 
Taunton  with  an  attested  Copy  of  this  Petition  by  leaving  it  with  the  CAcvk  of  said  Town 
that  they  may  shew  cause  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General 
Assembly  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred."—  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVIIL,  p.  186. 

"  Oct.  22,  1770.  A  Petition  of  Josiah  Edson,  Esq ;  and  others,  in  Behalf  of  the  Town  of 
Bridgwater,  praying  that  they  may  be  empowered  by  a  Law  to  let  to  farm  the  Alewive 
Fishery  in  said  Town. 

Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Sprague,  Dr.  Wadsioorth  and  Capt.  Sprout."  —  Uoiise 
Journal,  p.  107. 

"  Oct.  23,  1770.  A  Petition  of  the  Towns  of  Bridgwater,  Middlcborough  and  Halifax 
as  entered  the  20"i  day  of  April  last. — 

In  Council,  Read  and  Ordered  That  this  Petition  be  revived,  and  that  Artemas  Ward, 
and  James  Humphrey  Esq". with  such  as  the  hori''"'^. House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to 
take  this  petition  in  consideration  hear  the  parties  and  make  Report  what  they  think 
proper  this  Court  shall  do  thereon. 
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In  the  house  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred  and  Major  Forster,  Cap'  White 
and  Capt  Mellen  are  joined  with  the  Committee  of  the  hon'^'o  Board."  —  Council  Records, 
vol.  XX  VIIL,  p.  327. 

"Nov.  1,  1770.  The  Committee  appointed  the  23<i  of  October  on  the  petition  of  the 
Towns  of  Bridsiwater,  Middleborough,  and  Halifax  reported  verbally,  and  the  following 
order  passed  Viz'. 

In  Council.  The  Committee  upon  the  petitions  of  the  Towns  of  Bridgwater,  Middle- 
borough  and  Halifax  having  reported  to  the  Board  that  the  Agents  for  said  Towns  beg 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  —  Voted  that  they  have  liberty  to  withdraw  said  Petition 
accordingly.    Sent  down  for  Concurrence."  —  Ibid.,p.  347. 

"  An  Act  of  the  same  tenor  with  divers  others,  respecting  other  Towns,  already  in 
force." —  Lieut.-Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Dec.  21, 1770 :  "Mass.  Bay  B.  T.," 
vol.  81,  O.  0.,  7. 

Chap.  4  "  The  provision  made  by  this  Act  has  been  found  beneficial  in  several  other 
places  alike  circumstanced."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  5.  "  The  Laws  mentioned  in  this  Act  were  in  the  first  draught  ah  made  per- 
petual  I  intimated  that  as  there  would  not  be  suflBcierS  time  for  me  to  consider  them  ali 
fully  therefore  I  would  not  consent  to  it,  if  it  should  be  laid  before  me.  The  two  Houses 
therefore  altered  the  Clause  and  made  the  Laws  Temporary."  —  Ibid, 

Chap.  6.  "  All  the  Laws  in  this  and  the  preceding  Act  have  been  approved  of  by  His 
Majesty,  I  know  of  none  that  are  exceptionable.  That  for  preventing  Stage  plays  has 
been  complained  of  as  unnecessarily  restraining  the  use  of  innocent  amusements. 

It  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  advisable  to  refuse  my  consent  at  this  time  and  thereby 
increase  the  ill  humours  among  the  People." — Ibid. 

Chap.  7.    "  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives. — 

In  order  to  conform  to  the  Laws  of  the  province  and  to  maintain  the  public  Faith,  it 
was  necessary  the  Treasurer  should  Issue  his  Warrants  for  the  Assessment  of  the  whole 
province  Debt  the  current  year.  If  these  warrants  have  not  been  so  far  executed  as  to 
render  any  alteration  impracticable  and  you  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  burthen  will  be 
too  great  for  the  people  to  bear,  I  am  willing  to  consent  to  an  Act  for  affording  the 
necessary  Releif  by  easing  the  present  year  of  part  of  this  Tax  and  chargeing  the  same 
Sum  upon  a  future  year."  —  Extract  from  Lieut.-Gov.  Hutchinsoji's  speech,  Sept.  27,  1770 : 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXVIIL,  p.  3lO. 

"  Oct.  10,  1770.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Col.  Worthington,  Capt. 
Heath,  Capt.  Barret  and  Mr.  Batchelor,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  may  be  proper 
to  be  done  to  prevent  the  whole  of  the  Debt  of  the  Province  being  assess'd  upon  the  In- 
habitants the  present  Year :  And  also  to  consider  what  Sum  is  necessary  to  be  rais'd  by  a 
Tax,  and  report."  —  House  Journal,  p.  92. 

"Oct.  16, 1770.  It  was  mov'd  that  the  House  now  take  into  Consideration  the  Sum 
proper  to  be  rais'd  by  Way  of  Tax  on  Polls  and  Estates  the  present  Year.  And  after 
Debate  thereon.  Ordered,  That  the  Sum  of  Twenty-five  Thousand  Pounds  be  rais'd. 

Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  call  in  the  Outstanding 
Debts. 

It  was  mov'd  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Tax  Bill ;  and  Mr.  Pickering, 
Mr.  Gardner  of  Stoio,  Mr.  Billing,  Capt.  Darby  and  Mr.  Rawson,  were  appointed  accord- 
ingly." —  i6("rf., /).  98. 

"  Oct.  17,  1770.  A  Petition  of  Joseph  Buckniinster,  Esq ;  in  Behalf  of  the  Town  of 
Fratningham,  praying  that  an  Assessment  ordered  to  be  levied  on  said  Town  to  make  good 
the  Deticiency  of  a  late  Constable  may  be  remitted.  Read,  and  the  Petitioner  had  Leave 
to  withdraw  this  Petition."  — /iiV/.,  p.  101. 

"  Oct.  19,  1770.  A  Petition  of  Samuel  Ctdver,  and  others.  Selectmen  of  Egremont,  set- 
ting forth  that  the  Inhabitants  thereof  pay  an  unequal  Part  of  the  Province  Tax,  and 
praying  the  Consideration  of  this  Court. 

Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Greenleaf,  Mr.  Phillips  and  Capt.  Davis  of  Barnstable."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  103. 

"  Oct.  22,  1770.  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Dagget  be  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of 
Samuel  Culver,  and  others,  in  the  Room  of  Mr.  Greenleafe,  absent."  —  Ibid.,  p.  108. 

"  Oct.  23,  1770.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  'Allen,  Mr.  Oliver  and  Mr.  Rem- 
ington, examine  the  Precepts  for  the  Return  of  Members,  and  report  to  the  House  such 
Towns  as  have  return'd  no  Members."  —  Ibid.,  p.  109. 

"  Oct.  27,  1770.    The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Samuel  Culver,  &c.  reported. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Prayer  be  so  far  granted,  as  that  the  Sum  of 
Fifteen  Pounds  be  taken  off  from  the  Tax  of  the  District  of  Egremont  the  present  Year; 
and  that  the  same  Sum  be  placed  on  the  several  Towns,  and  in  the  Proportion  following, 
viz.  the  Sum  of  three  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  Part  of  said  Sum  of  fifteen  Pounds,  on  the 
Town  of  Lanesborovgh  ;  the  Sum  of  three  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  Part  of  said  Sum  of 
fifteen  Pounds,  on  the  Town  of  Becket ;  the  Sum  of  three  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  Part 
of  said  Sum  of  fifteen  Poimds,  on  the  Town  of  Williamstoicn ;  the  Sum  of  two  Pounds 
ten  Shillings,  Part  of  said  Sum  of  Fifteen  Pounds,  on  the  Town  of  Richmoiid ;  and  the 
Sum  of  one  Pound  five  Shillings,  Part  of  said  Sum  of  fifteen  Pounds,  on  the  District  of 
Lenox."  —  Ibid.  p.  118. 

"  Nov.  5,  1770.  In  the  house  of  Representatives.  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court 
that  the  Town  of  Deerfield  was  Taxed  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds,  ten  shillings  the  whole 
of  the  Representatives  pay  for  the  Town  of  Deerfield  the  Districts  of  Shelburne  &  Conway 
for  the  last  year :  and  whereas  it  appears  that  part  of  said  Sum  of  £15.  10s.  to  wit,  £2.  10. 
4.  ought  to  have  been  set  to  and  laid  upon  the  District  of  Shelburne  and  also  £1.  17.  6, 
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part  of  said  Sum  of  £15.  10s.  ought  to  have  been  set  to  and  laid  upon  the  District  of  Con- 
way but  the  same  was  inadvertently  omitted:  therefore  Resolved  and  ordered  that  the 
Treasurer  ami  Receiver  General  of  this  province  be  and  is  hereby  dkected  to  discharge  the 
said  Town  of  Dccrfield  from  the  sum  of  four  pounds  seven  shillings  and  ten  pence  and 
that  the  same  be  sent  to  and  laid  upon  the  said  Districts  in  their  respective  proportions 
aforesaid. —  f  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred 

1  Consented  to  by  the  Lieut  Governor. —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVIII.,  p. 
354. 

♦'June  18,  1771.  a  Petition  of  Joseph  Read  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Wcstford  —  Set- 
ting forth — That  a  Fine  was  laid  on  them  of  Eight  pounds  for  not  sending  a  Representa- 
tive to  the  General  Court  the  last  j'ear — and  as  the  said  Town  was  at  the  cxpcnce  of 
Building  a  new  meeting  house  the  last  year,  Praying  that  the  said  Fine  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  this  Petition  be  granted, 
and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Province  Treasury  to  M""  Joseph  Read  for 
the  use  of  the  said  Town  of  Wcstford  the  Sum  of  Eight  pounds  accordingly.  In  Council, 
Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  Ity  the  Governor. 

a  Petition  of  Joseph  Twitchcl  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Sherbourn  Setting  forth  —  That 
a  Fine  of  Six  pounds  was  laid  on  them  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  Court  the  last 
year  —  and  as  the  said  Town  was  at  great  expence  in  rebuilding  their  meeting  house  and 
in  settling  a  minister  the  last  year,  Praying  that  the  said  Fine  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Resolved' that  the  prayer  of  the  foregoing  Petition  be 
granted,  and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Province  the  sum 
of  Six  pounds  to  M''  Joseph  Twitchcl  for  the  use  of  the  said  Town  of  Sherbourn.  In  Coun- 
cil, Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor. 

a  Petition  of  Timothy  Brigham  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Southboro'  Setting  forth  —  That 
a  Fine  of  five  pounds  was  laid  on  them  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  Court  the  last 
year  —  and  as  the  said  Town  was,  the  last  year,  at  greater  expence  than  usual  in  support- 
ing their  Poor,  in  making  and  repairmg  Bridges  and  Roads  —  Praying  that  the  said  Fine 
may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  this  Petition  be  granted 
and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Province  Treasury  to  Timothy  Brigham 
Esq',  for  the  use  of  the  said  Town  of  Southl)orough  the  Sum  of  rive  pounds  accordingly. 
In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor. 

a  Petition  of  Thomas  Pratt  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Clielsea  —  Setting  forth,  the  sniall- 
ness  of  the  said  Town  and  the  poverty  of  its  Inhabitants  :  And  praying  that  a  Fine  of 
Seven  pounds  laid  on  them  the  last  year  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  Court  may 
be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  this  Petition  lie  granted, 
and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Province  Treasury  to  Mi'.Thomas  Pratt  for 
the  use  of  the  said  Town  of  Chelsea,  the  sum  of  Seven  pounds  accordingly.  In  Council, 
Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  ))y  the  Governor. 

a  Petition  of  James  M^'Col)b  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  George  Town  —  Setting  forth  — 
That  a  fine  of  Ten  pounds  was  laid  on  them  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  Court  the 
last  year  —  and  as  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  were  in  very  distressing  circumstances 
the  last  year  occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  their  Grass  l)y  Worms ;  manj'  Persons  hav- 
ing thereby  lost  four  lifths  of  their  Crops  and  in  consequence  a  great  part  of  their  Stock  ol 
Cattle  in  the  Spring,  by  which  means  they  were  greatly  impoverish'd — Praying  that  the 
.said  Fine  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  this  Petition  l^e  granted, 
and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  the  Sum  of  Ten  pounds  into 
the  hands  of  James  M<'Cobl)  Esq""  for  the  use  of  the  said  Town  of  George  Town  accordingly. 
In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  XXIX., 
p.  y)\. 

"  June  28, 1771.  a  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Upton  — Setting  forth. 
That  the  said  Town  was  fined  in  the  sum  of  five  pounds  for  not  sending  a  Representative 
to  Court  the  last  year  —  and  as  the  said  Town  was,  the  last  year,  at  great  expence  in 
building  a  meeting  house  and  have  a  i)rospcct  of  further  expence  in  purchasing  Roads  to 
the  said  House,  Praying  that  the  said  Fine  may  be  remitted  and  the  Town  excused  from 
sending  a  Representative  for  the  present. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition 
be  so  far  granted  as  that  the  sum  of  five  pounds  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
Treasury  into  the  hands  of  Mc  Edward  Rawson  for  the  nse  of  said  Town  of  Ujjton 
accordingly. 

In  f^ouncil.  Read  and  Concnrred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  — Ibid.,  p.  92. 

"  The  Tax  Act  so  called  is  in  the  usual  form."  —  Lieut.-Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  Dec.  21,  1770 ;  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  a.,  7. 

Chap.  8.  "July  5,  1771.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  — Resolved  that  the  Treas- 
urer be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  suspend  the  issuing  or  sending  forth  liis  Warrants 
(which  he  was  by  the  last  Act  for  supplying  the  Treasury  impowercd  and  directed  to 
issue  and  send  forth  some  time  in  the  month  of  June  last  directed  to  the  Selectmen  or 
Assessors  of  each  Town  and  District  within  this  Province  requiring  them  to  Assess  the 
Polls  and  Estates  both  Real  and  Personal  within  their  several  Towns  &  Districts  for  their 
respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sum  of  Twenty  seven  thousand  three  hundred 
pounds  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  March  next  aft^r  the 
Session  of  the  General  Court  or  Assembly  in  May  One  thou.sand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  one  to  be  assessed  by  such  rules  as  given  in  the  lastpreceeding  Tax  Act)  till  the 
first  dav  of  Novem'.  next.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred."  —  CownctV  Records,  vol. 
XXIX:,  p.  124. 

•'  This  Act  became  necessary  from  the  alteration  made  in  the  funds  for  Government 
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securities  by  what  is  called  tbc  Tax  Act  passed  the  same  Session.  The  whole  of  the 
Province  Debt  which  before  lay  upon  one  year  is  now  charged  upon  three  years.  The 
Creditors  of  the  Government  wish  to  have  it  continued  for  a  nuieh  longer  term  as  they 
cannot  lind  so  good  security  for  tiieir  principal  and  a  certainty  of  their  interest  being 
regularly  paid  in  any  other  way  so  that  no  body  complains  and  I  was  the  rather  induced 
to  consent  to  this  alteration  because  if  the  whole  had  been  charged  upon  one  year  it 
would  be  necessary  to  convene  the  General  Court  when  perhaps  there  will  be  no  other 
occasion  for  it  whereas  the  Taxes  may  now  be  levied  of  course  and  there  will  be  no  pre- 
tence for  calling  the  Court  in  order  to  an  alteration."— Liez^^-Gov.  Hutchmson  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  Dec.  21,  1770  :  "  Mass.  Baij,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  7. 

Chap.  9.  "Are  you  willing  the  Act  for  Limitation  of  Suits  at  Law,  which  has  been 
repeatedly  suspended,  should  now  take  Place  ?  To  omit  the  mention  of  many  other 
Laws,  which  I  believe  you  judge  necessary  to  be  continued  or  revived."  — Message  of 
Lieut.-Goi\Hutchinso7i,  to  the  House,  June  7,  1770  :  House  Journal,  p.  23. 

"  There  was  an  Act  for  limitation  of  personal  actions  passed  near  twenty  years  ago.  It 
has  l)ecn  repeatedly  suspended  before  it  could  have  any  operation.  This  Act  being  very 
conformable  to  the  St.atute  of  Limitations  in  England,  it  now  seems  to  be  resolved  shall 
not  be  suspended  and  if  the  People  will  not  expect  and  prepare  lor  it  they  must  take  the 
consequences.  It  is  a  most  salutary  Law  and  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that  an  Instruc- 
tion not  to  consent  to  the  Eepeal  or  Suspension  of  it  without  special  license  would  be  a 
great  kindness  to  the  people  for  without  this  they  will  notwithstanding  all  the  present 
professions  neglect  preparing  for  it  and  force  a  suspension  whereas  if  there  be  an  Instruc- 
tion they  will  despair  of  it  and  govern  themselves  accordingly.  —  This  is  not  a  Temporary 
Law  but  placed  among  them  through  inattention  which  must  be  corrected." — Lieut  -Gov. 
llutchitison  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Dec.  21,  1770  :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  7. 

Chap.  10.  "  The  substance  of  this  Act  has  been  in  force  many  years.  There  is  some 
small  alteration  intended  in  favour  to  the  Baptists."  —  Ibid. 

"Their  old  certilicate  law  being  out  of  date,  a  new  one  was  framed,  which  changed 
their  title  to  Antip;edobaptists,  and  changed  the  time  of  giving  in  certiticates  to  the  lirst  of 
September;  which  were  to  be  signed  l)y  three  or  more  principal  members,  and  the  minis- 
ter, if  there  be  any.  The  word  Congregation  was  to  be  used  instead  of  the  word  Chinxh ; 
and  the  parishes  were  empowered  to  vote  the  Baptists  clear,  if  they  pleased,  without 
certificates.  But  the  word  Conscientiously  was  still  retained,  and  the  certificates  were 
required  to  be  given  in  annually  to  p.arish  assessors. 

Mr.  Davis,  clerk  of  their  committee,  now  called  them  together;  and,  upon  examination, 
they  declared  themselves  not  satisfied  with  this  law."  —  Baekus's  History  of  the  Baptists, 
2  ed.,  vol.  2,  p.  156. 

For  further  proceedings  on  the  petitions  of  the  Baptists,  at  this  and  the  next  session. 
Bee  the  note  to  1768,  chap.  5.  {ante,  vol.  IV.,  pp.  1039-45.) 

Chap.  11.  "  The  Revival  of  this  Law  for  one  year  only  does  not  agree  with  the  letter  of 
one  of  the  Royal  Instructions,  but  tliis  Instruction  by  preceding  Governors  has  always 
been  understood  to  extend  to  such  Acts  only  as  have  not  before  had  his  Majesty's  appro- 
bation. The  trade  which  it  is  intended  to  regulate  is  become  of  little  importance.  If  His 
Majesty's  Proclamation  for  restraining  all  persons  from  trading  with  the  Indians  unless 
licensed  by  the  Governors  had  been  in  force  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  the  revival  of  this 
Act  would  have  been  unnecessary  and  improper." — Lieut -Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  Dec.  21,  1770;  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.T.,"  vol.  81,  U.o  ,7. 

Chap.  12.  "There  are  very  few  persons  who  can  l)e  affected  by  this  Act  bat  the 
tendency  of  it  is  to  promote  justice  as  for  as  the  Act  extends."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  13.  "  This  Act  has  been  frequently  revived  for  a  short  term  after  attempts  to 
lessen  the  Fees  of  Otliceiti.  It  happens  that  there  is  a  standing  Law  which  establishes 
better  fees  and  this  Law  is  a  suspension  of  the  operation  of  the  other.  The  House  rather 
than  the  standing  law  should  take  place  revived  the  other  but  they  will  do  it  for  a  short 
time  only  flattering  themselves  that  they  shall  be  able  to  establish  even  less  fees  than  the 
Temporary  Act  allows."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.U.  "Apr.  3,  1770.  A  Petition  of  Elias  Willard  and  others  —  Setting  forth — 
That  they  have  purchased  and  settled  upon  the  Lands  called  the  Ministers  Grants  and 
other  Grants  of  Lands  adjoining  to  the  same  without  the  Bounds  of  any  Town,  and  arc 
not  in  circumstances  to  make  a  Society  b}'  themselves :  And  praying  that  they  may  be 
annexed  to  the  District  of  Lenox,  there  to  do  duty  and  receive  privilege. — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the 
District  of  Lenox  and  each  of  the  Non  Petitioners  who  arc  Proprietors  of  said  Ministry 
Lands  by  serving  the  Clerk  of  said  District  and  each  of  the  said  non  petitioners  with  a 
Copy  of  this  Petition  to  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the 
next  May  Session  of  the  General  Assembly  why  the  prayer  should  not  be  granted.  In 
Council,  Read  and  Concurred."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVlII.,p.  122. 

"  Oct.  27,  1770.  a  petition  of  Elias  Willard  and  others,  praying  to  be  Annexed  to  the 
District  of  Lenox,  as  Ent>i  the  S^i  day  of  April  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  and  no  objection  Appearing  against  the  prayer  of  the  within 
petition:  Ordered  thac  the  said  petition  be  revived  and  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned.  In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Read  and  Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  339. 

[After  stating  that  certain  acts  are  "in  the  usual  form,"**  "so  is     Also  the  Act  for 
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annexing  Lands  to  the  District  of  Lenox  and  Another  Act  for  annexing  lands  which  lay 
in  a  precinct  in  Stoughton  to  a  precinct  in  Bridgwater. 

These  two  Acts  [chaps.  14  and  15]  all  parties  interested  acquiesced  in." — Lieut.-Gov. 
Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Dec.  21,  1770 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  7. 

Chap.  15.  "  Nov.  7,  1770.  A  Petition  of  Nathaniel  Littlefield  and  Amariah  Harris, 
praying  to  be  set  off  to  a  certain  Pi-ecinct  in  Bridgioater. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  the  Member  for  Dedham  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Purpose  of  the 
Petition."  —  House  Journal,  p.  143. 

See  note  to  chapter  14,  supra. 

Chap.  16.  "  June  7, 1771.  a  Petition  of  William  Harkness  and  others,  owners  of  par- 
ticular Lots  and  Tracts  of  Land  lying  within  that  Tract  of  Land  in  the  Town  of  Pelham 
in  the  County  of  Hampshire  called  the  Lisburne  propriety  —  Setting  forth  —  That  the 
General  Court  at  their  Session  at  Cambridge  the  last  year,  made  and  passed  an  Act 
intituled  •  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Proprietors  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called  the  Lisburne 
Propriety  to  raise  money  for  making  rccompence  to  sundry  Proprietors  who  had  their 
supposed  Rights  cut  olF  in  part,  by  the  late  runing  of  the  Lines  of  the  Towns  of  New 
Salem  and  Shutesbury  and  for  paying  other  Proprietary  del)ts  and  charges  and  for  ena- 
bling them  to  levy  and  Collect  the  same.' —  And,  as  the  said  Act  was  passed  without  notify- 
ing the  Petitioners  and  will  if  executed  be  highly  injurious  to  them,  Praying  that  the 
same  may  be  repealed. 

la  the  House  of  RepresentatiA'es,  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Tract  of  Land  called  the  Lisburne  propriety  of  their  Petition  by  serving 
the  Clerk  of  the  said  Pi'oprietors  with  a  Copy  of  the  same  attested  by  the  Secretary,  that 
the  said  Proprietors  may  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the 
next  sitting  of  this  Court,  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council, 
Read  and  Concurred." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  28. 

"June  6, 1772.  a  Petition  of  William  Harkness  &  others,  owners  of  particular  Lotts 
&  Tracts  of  Land  lying  within  that  Tract  of  Land  in  the  Town  of  Pelham  in  the  County 
of  Hampshire  called  the  Lisburne  propriety  —  Praying  as  entred  the  7. day  of  June  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  &  revived  &  Ordered  that  Thomas  Sanders  and  Samuel  Phillips 
Esqf.with  such  as  the  hon'^'^  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  with  the 
Answer  into  consideration  &  report. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred  &  Major  Hawley,  Doctor  Tufts 
and  M'  Bigelow  of  Worcester,  are  joined." — Ibid.,  p.  245. 

"  June  17,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  6"»  Instant  on  the  Petition  of  William 
Harkness  and  others,  owners  of  certain  lotts  and  Tracts  of  Land  in  severalty  lying  within 
that  tract  of  Land  in  the  Town  of  Pelham  called  the  Lisburn  propriety,  praying  (hat  a 
certain  act  or  Law  of  this  Province  made  and  passed  in  the  Year  1770  intituled  'an  Act 
for  enabling  the  proprietors  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called  the  Lisburn  propriety  to  raise 
money  for  making  rccompence  to  sundry  proprietors  who  had  tbcir  supposed  Rights  cut 
oflF,  in  part  by  the  late  running  of  the  Lines  of  the  Towns  of  New  Salem  and  Shutesbury 
and  for  paying  other  proprietary  debts  and  charges  and  for  enal)ling  them  to  levy  and 
collect  the. same,'  might  be  repealed  —  having  considered  the  said  Petition  and  Answer, 
and  fully  heard  the  parties.  Reported  sundry  Facts  together  with  their  Opinion  that  the 
Act  aforesaid  be  repealed,  and  the  sufferers  left  to  then*  remedy  at  Law." 

The  Council  accepted  this  report,  and  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  accordingly.  The 
House  concurred,  but  ordered  the  bill  "  to  lie,  for  a  full  House." 

"There  are  besides  four  other  Acts  [chiips.  16,  17,  18  and  19]  to  enable  Towns  or  Dis- 
tricts to  raise  and  collect  monies  for  particular  uses  agreeable  to  many  Precedents  in  like 
cases  to  which  no  exception  has  been  made."  —  Lieiit.-Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  Dec.  21,  1770 :   "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  7. 

Chap.  17.    See  note  to  chapter  16,  ante. 

Chap.  18.  «'  Feb.  23, 1768.  A  Petition  of  Elisha  Marsh  agent  for  the  proprietors  of  West- 
minster—  setting  forth  that  at  a  meeting  of  said  Proprietors  held  at  Westminster  SO"" 

£      S      D  £ 

Dec.  1767,  it  appeared  that  they  were  in  debt  the  sum  of  142  „  0  „  9.J,  almost  50  whereof  is 
on  a  judgment  of  Court  now  in  force  against  them  &  in  order  to  discharge  the  said  debts, 
they  im<)owered  the  petitioner  to  make  application  to  this  Court  for  a  tax  on  all  the  lands 
in  Westminster  viz.  On  the  first,  second  &  third  divisions  GO  acres  each  as  a  standard, 
the  fourth  or  undivided  land  at  20  acres  each  &  the  meadow  lots  at  3  &  the  farm  land  so 
called  at  500  acres  computed  at  two  original  rights,  &  praying  that  a  tax  may  be  laid  on 
said  lands  accordingly  &  that  execution  on  the  judgment  aforesaid  may  be  stayed  till  the 
mc?ney  can  be  raised.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  of  E.  Marsh  be  so  f\ir  granted  that  the  proprietors  of  Westminster  in  the  Count}' 
of  Worcester  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  tax  all  the  lands  mentioned  in  said  petition 

D  £       S     D     £ 

at  1^  per  acre  amounting  to  the  sum  mentioned  in  said  petition  of  142  ,,  0  „  9  &  9  for  pay- 
ing of  said  Marsh  &  for  levying  &  collecting  said  tax  &  the  said  proprietors  are  hereby 
impowered  to  choose  Assessors  &  Collector  or  Collectors  respectively  to  assess  &  collect 
the  same,  which  Collector  or  Collectors  arc  hereby  impowered  to  collect  said  tax  in  the 
same  manner  &  by  the  same  rules  as  Province  taxes  are  collected  from  time  to  time. 
Also  it  is  hereby  to  be  understood  that  each  proprietor's  whole  right  in  said  propriety 
contains  203  acres.  And  whereas  there  was  a  tax  laid  on  the  Proprietors'  lands  in  West- 
minster by  the  General  Court  in  Act.  1762  &  afterwards  set  aside  by  the  Court  &  whereas 
some  of  said  Proprietors  paid  said  tax  although  set  aside  as  aforesd  it  is  hereby  to  be 

D 
understood  that  when  the  tax  abovesaid  is  collected  of  1^  per  acre  that  then  those  per* 
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sons,  who  have  paid  the  former  tax  that  was  set  aside  aforesaid,  be  reimbursed  the  sum 

D 
or  sums  they  then  paid  out  of  the  sum  that  may  be  collected  by  the  present  tax  of  1^ 
per  acre.  lu  Council  Read  &  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  the  Governor." — Council 
Mecords,  vol.  XXVII. 

Chap,  19.    See  note  to  chapter  16,  ante. 

Chap.  20.    "  Province  of  the    I  To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq.  Gov-  *• 

Massachusetts  Bay  i  ernor  &  Commander  in  Chief,  The  Honbi.e  his  Maj- 
esty's Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of  sd  Province  in  General  Court  assembled 
April  3d  1771.  —  Humbly  shews  — 

Giles  Merrill  of  Haverhill  in  ye  County  of  Essex  &  Province  aforesd  Clerk,  that  he 
was  Settled,  &  now  officiates  as  ye  minister  of  ye.  north  Parish  in  s^  Haverhill  &  of  ye 
Town  of  Plastow  in  ye  Province  of  New-Hampshire  —  that  ye  s<\  north  Parish  is  Poor  & 
very  Small  consisting  of  but  about  —  25  Families  —  that  ye  s<i  Town  of  Plastow  is  in  such 
form  that  it  is  improbable  ye  Parsonage  House,  where  your  Petitioner  now  dwells,  will 
ever  accommodate  any  minister  that  may  Settle  with  them  hereafter,  or  that  ye  s^  Town 
&  Parish  will  ever  Join  in  ye  Settlement  of  another  minister,  or  that  ye  s<i  Parish  will  be 
able  to  Support  a  minister  for  themselves  —  that  ye  s<i  Parsonage  House  would  not  have 
been  habitable  at  this  time,  if  your  Petitioner  had  not  in  some  measure  repaired  ye  same — 
that  a  thor6  repair  of  ye  same  House  will  be  a  great  expencc,  &  great  difficulties  arise 
between  ye  s<i  Parish  &  Town  about  raising  Monies  for  that  Purpose  —  that  your  Peti-  ' 

tioners  annual  Support  is  very  Small,  &  therefore  he  stands  in  need  of  some  encourage- 
ment in  his  ministerial  Labours  —  in  Consideration  of  all  which,  the  Inhabitants  ofs"? 
Parish  at  a  legal  Meeting  called  for  that  Purpose,  &  ye  Inhabitants  of  s<f  Town  at  a  like 
Tieeting  respectively  voted  to  give  to  your  Petitioner  all  their  right  &  Title  to  ye  s4  Par- 
sonage House  &  a  Small  Piece  of  land  adjoining  of  about  Three  Acres  &  half  lying  on  yf 
Southerly  &  easterly  Sides  of  ye  widf  Anne  Cushings  land  so  far  northerly  as  to  make  a 
Strait  line  with  ye  s4  M£?  Cushings  northerly  Line,  your  Petitioner  to  free  ye  s<i  Town  & 
Parish  from  any  charge  for  repairing  ye  same  for  ye  future,  as  by  ye  respective  votes  of  ye 
sd  Town  &  Parish,  Copies  whereof  are'  herewith  exhibited,  more  fully  will  appear  —  But 
your  Petitioner  being  doubtful  of  ye  Power  of  ye  sd  Town  &  Parish  to  alienate  ye  same 
lands  in  fee  Simple  —  therefore  he  humbly  Prays  ye  Aid  of  your  Excellency  &  Honours 
in  ye.  Premisses,  &  that  ye.  sd  Town  &  Parish  or  one  of  them,  may  be  enabled  to  give  to 
your  Petitioner  a  legal  Title  to  ye.  same  House  &  land  or  afford  such  other  Assistance  as 
may  seem  meet  —  &  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c^ 

Gyles  Merrill 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  this  Petition,  have  attended  that  Service,  and 
beg  Leave  to  report,  that  the  Prayer  of  it  be  so  far  granted  that  a  Committee  be  appointed, 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  North  Precinct  in  the  Town  of  Haverill,  to  grant  the 
Premisses  within  described,  to  the  Revd  M"".  Gyles  Merrill,  the  Petitioner  his  Heirs  & 
assigns  forever,  in  Fee  simple,  notwithstanding  any  former  Vote  or  Votes  of  the  Town  or 
Proprietors  of  Haverill,  upon  the  Conditions  mentioned  in  the  Petition."  —  Mass.  Archives, 
vol.  14,  p.  620. 

"To  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  North  Parish  in  Haverhill  qualified 
to  vote  in  Parish  Affairs  as  the  Law  directs  — 

This  is  To  notify  and  warn  you  to  meet  together  at  the  House  of  M'  Mark  Emerson  on 
Monday  the  fifteenth  Day  of  this  Instant  October  at  three  of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  to 
act  upon  the  following  Particulars 

To  see  if  the  Parish  will  give  the  Revd  Gyles  Merrill  all  our  Right  &  Title  to  the  Par- 
sonage Land  lying  upon  the  southerly  and  Easterly  sides  of  the  Land  of  y"  late  Revd 
M''  James  Gushing  now  in  Possession  of  y»  Wid"  Ann  Gushing  with  the  Buildings  thereon 
or  so  much  of  said  Land  as  y<^  Parish  shall  see  Cause  when  met  —  or  To  See  if  the  Parish 
will  Join  with  the  Town  of  Plastow  to  repair  said  Buildings  and  raise  money  to  defray 
the  Charges  of  repairing  said  Buildings 

Haverhill  October  y^l^t  1770  Nathaniel  Rolfe  )     Committee  to 

Bi:>jA  Clejient}  warn   Meetings. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Other  Inhabitants  of  y<=  North  Parish  in  Haverhill 
at  ye  House  of  M'  Mark  Emerson  on  the  15">  Day  of  Oc'  1770  — Nath'.  Rolfe  chosen 
Moderator 

Then  voted  to  give  the  Revd  Gyles  Merrill  all  our  Right  and  Title  to  that  part  of  ye 
Parsonage  Land  which  lies  on  the  Southerly  &  easterly  sides  of  ye  VVid2  Ann  Ciisliing's 
Land  — so  far  northerly  as  a  straight  line  with  M"  Cusliing's  northerly  Line  which  will 
come  out  to  the  Road  near  M''  Stephen  Harriman's  House,  together  with  the  Buildings 
thereon —  He  freeing  us  from  any  Charge  in  repairing  them  for  the  future  — 

A  true  Copv  Attes'.  Isaac  Snow  Parish  Cle. 

Haverhill  21  3a.n^.mi."  —  Ibid:,p.  623. 

"  Province  of      )  In  Obedience  to  a  Warrant  from  the  Select  Men  of  the 

New-Hampshire  J  Town  of  Plastow  to  me   directed  —  I  do  hereby  notify 

and  warn  all  the  Freeholders  &  and  other  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  Qualified  by  Law 
to  vote  in  Town  Affairs  —  To  meet  at  the  Meetinghouse  in  said  Town,  on  Tuesday  the 
Thirtieth  Day  of  this  instant  October  at  3  o'clock  in  ye  after  noon  to  act  on  the  following 
Particular — viz' 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  give  the  Revi  M'  Gyles  Merrill  our  part  in  the  Parsonage 
Buildings  where  he  now  dwells  with  some  Land  adjoining  thereto  — 

EzEKiEL  Gile  f  Constable 
(  for  Plastow 
Plastow  October  ye  16!^  1770. 

At  a  legal  Town  Meeting  holden  at  ye  Meeting-house  in  Plastow  October  y«  30'.ii  1770 -• 
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Then  Cap'.  "William  Aj'er  was  chosen  Moderater — The  Meeting  adjourn'd  to  Thursday 
Nov.  y°  1st  at  4  o'Clock  in  the  afternoon  — 

Met  according  to  adjournment  — 

Voted  to  give  the  Revd  Mr  Gyles  Merrill,  our  Right  and  Title  of  the  Parsonage  Build- 
ings where  he  now  dwells  with  the  Land  adjoining  thereto — viz' — The  Land  on  the 
Southerly  &  Easterly  Side  of  the  Wid2  Ann  Cushing's  Land  so  far  northerly  as  a  straight 
Line  with  M^  Cushing's  Northerly  Line  which  will  come  out  to  the  Road  near  m''  Steplien 
HarrimanV  House  —  Agreeable  to  the  Vote  of  y  North  Parish  in  Haverhill  on  the  south 
side  of  y"  Line —  He  freeing  us  from  any  Charge  in  Repairing  them  for  the  future. 

Taken  out  of  the  Town  Book  of  Records  in  Plastow  — 
A  True  Coppy  Attes*.  Jonathan  Kimball  Town  Clerk 

Plastow  Jan'y  2L  mi:'  — Ibid.,  p.  622. 

Chap.  24.  "  Oct.  25,  1770.  a  petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  "Westerly  part 
of  the  Town  of  Hatfield  living  cheifly  on  that  Tract  of  land  called  the  three  mile  addition 
—  Setting  forth  —  That  they  live  from  five  to  Eight  miles  distance  from  the  place  of  public 
"Worship  in  the  said  Town,  and,  consisting  of  near  fifty  Families,  apprehend  they  are  alile 
to  support  the  pul)lic  Worship  of  God  among  themselves  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
Ineorpoi'ated  into  a  Town  or  District  l)y  certain  bounds  and  limits  in  the  said  petition  men- 
tioned, and  that  sundry  Persons  with  their  Estates,  part  of  whose  Farms  are  included 
within  the  said  Bounds,  may  be  annexed  thereto ;  and  also  praying  that  all  those  lands 
that  were  reserved  for  ways  by  the  said  Town,  in  said  three  Mile  Addition  may  be  con- 
firmed to  the  New  proposed  Town  or  District  and  be  at  their  disposal,  and  that  they  may 
have  a  Certain  proportion  of  the  Monies  appropriated  for  the  Use  of  a  School  in  the  Said 
Town  of  Hatfield. 

In  the  house  of  Representatives,  Read  and  ordered  that  the  within  named  petitioners 
notify  the  Town  of  Hatfield  of  the  Contents  of  this  petition  that  they  may  shew  cause  if  any 
they  have  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  setting  of  this  Court  why  the  prayer  hereof 
should  not  be  granted,  and  that  such  notice  be  given  them  by  the  said  petitioners  serving 
the  Town  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  IJatfield  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  and  this  order 
hereon  attested  by  the  Secretary  fourteen  days  before  the  abovesaid  second  Thursday  of 
the  next  setting  of  this  Court  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred." —  Council  Records,  vol. 
XXVIIL,  p.  Z3i. 

Chap.  2o.  "  Sir,  "We  have  read  and  considered  the  Laws  passed  by  you  in  April  June 
and  July  1771  and  have  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  they  do  not  in  general  contain  any 
matter  that  appears  to  us  to  be  exceptionable ;  We  observe  however  that  amongst  these 
Laws,  there  are  two  [1770-71,  chap.  25,  and  1771-72,  chap.  2.]  by  which  several  Acts  here- 
tofore existing  are  repealed ;  that  these  Laws  are  made  to  take  effect,  before  the  King's 
pleasure  be  known,  and  that  in  one  of  them  the  Acts  repealed  are  descriljed  by  general 
Words  of  refei'ence  without  any  recital  either  of  their  Titles  or  Dates,  The  Inconveniencies 
which  resulted  from  the  want  of  some  restriction  in  both  the  Cases  to  which  the  foregoing 
observation  applies,  have  l)een  the  foundation  of  very  positive  and  explicit  Instructions  on 
those  heads  to  all  His  Majesty's  Governors  in  America;  and  as  they  are  inserted  in  Your 
General  Instructions,  Articles  6  and  7  It  is  our  duty  upon  this  occasion  to  point  them  out 
to  you  not  doubting  that  for  the  future  you  will  think  fit  to  take  such  steps  as  may  prevent 
the  like  irregularities  " —  Lords  of  Trade  to  Gov.  Hutchinson,  Mar.  4,  1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay, 
B.  r,"foZ.  86,  ;j.  313. 

♦'  My  Lords,  The  mail  by  the  March  packet  arriving  yesterday,  I  have  the  opportunity  of 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Your  Lordships  letter  of  the  4'.'»  of  March. 

I  must  confess  my  inattention  in  one  point,  not  observing  that  the  Title  and  Date  of  a 
Law  or  Laws  repealed  was  not  inserted.  I  have  in  a  multitude  of  instances  caused  thi* 
and  many  other  inaccuracies  in  Bills  to  be  corrected  after  they  have  been  presented  to  me. 
The  two  Houses  will  not  employ  a  proper  person  or  persons  to  draw  or  revise  their  Bills 
but  leave  it  to  any  Memlier  who  obtains  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  and  seldom  observe  the 
form  of  a  Committee 

With  respect  tp  the  other  point  I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  Your  Lordships  that  I  had  my 
Instruction  upon  my  mind  and  conceived  that  I  was  not  departing  from  the  spirit  and 
intention  of  it.  I  imagined  it  did  not  extend  so  far  as  to  prevent  an  alteration  or  amend- 
ment of  any  Clause  or  p.irt  of  a  Law  Such  alterations,  amendments  and  additions  have 
been  constantly  practised  ever  since  the  Instruction  was  first  given.  When  they  cannot 
well  be  expressed  without  periphrasis  or  great  circumlocution  I  liave  thought  it  best  for  the 
sake  of  brevity  and  perspicuity  to  repeal  any  former  law  or  laws  and  at  the  same  time  re- 
enact  all  parts  of  them  except  such  as  the  proposed  amendment  made  it  necessary  to 
omit.  My  Predecessors  have  been  occasionally  in  this  practice  &  I  rcmeml)er  some  of 
them  have  asked  my  opinion  upon  it  when  I  was  of  the  Council  &  I  gave  it  with  can- 
dour. 

In  the  latitude  with  which  the  Instruction  is  construed  the  Assembly  have  been  very 
backward  in  passing  any  other  than  temporary  Laws.  When  it  is  more  straight  they  will 
be  apt  to  be  still  more  backward.  A  great  deal  of  time  will  l^e  spent  in  the  revival  of  an 
infinite  number  of  laws  from  time  to  time  and  it  will  become  necessary  to  meet  the  As- 
sembly for  that  purpose  when  otherwise  it  would  not  be  convenient 

Having  given  these  reasons  for  ray  conduct  in  this  instance,  if  they  have  not  that 
weight  with  Your  Lordships  which  they  had  with  me  I  shall  give  up  my  own  opinion  and 
govern  myself  by  that  of  Your  Lordships."  —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
Mar.*  11,  1772 :  ibid.,  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  38. 

Chap.  ii9.  "  No  record  exists  that  this  was  ever  a  toll  bridge,  and  the  advantages  de 
rived  are  to  be  credited  principally  to  the  old  parish.  •  •  *  » 

•May? 
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The  building  of  this  bridge  caused  quite  a  sensation  in  the  architectural  world  at  the 
time,  and  Major  Sewall  was  engaged  soon  after  to  build  a  similar  one  between  Boston  and 
Charlestown.  From  this  first  bridge  the  idea  of  building  pier  or  pile  bridges,  now  prac- 
tised, came  in  vogue."  —  Emery's  History  of  York,  pp.  170,  172. 

Chap.  30.      "  Province  of  the   1  To  his  Excelency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq'  Governor 
Massachusetts  Bay  J  and  Commander  in  Chief  the  Hon"^'"  his  Majestys 
Council  and  the  Honorable  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  province  aforesaid  in  General  Court  Assembled 
at 
The  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  plantation  called  Pondstown  Humbly  Sheweth,  That 
we  the  Subscribers  inhabitants  of  s*!  pondstown  on  the  west  side  of  Kennebeck  River 
witbin  the  plymouth  purchase  might  enjoy  the  Blessings  of  the  Gospel  and  good  Govern- 
ment amongst  our  selves,  and  be  enabled  to  settle  a  minister  &  School.  We  therefore 
most  Humbly  pray  your  Excel'^y.and  Honors  to  incorporate  us  into  a  Town  with  all  the 
previledgcs  ifclmmunitys,  with*  other  towns  witbin  this  province  have,  by  the  name  of 
as  your  Exc.y  &Hon':8  shall  think  proper  by  the  following  butts  and  bounds  viz' 
begining  on  the  West  side  of  Cobbiseconte  great  pond  at  the  Easterly  end  of  Lott  N"  ' 
One,  from  thence  to  run  a  West  north  West  course  five  miles  from  thence  to  run  a  north 
north  East  course  aboutf         miles  from  thence  to  run  an  East  South  East  seven  miles  or 
untill  it  meets  the  Westerly  line  of  the  township  N?  One,  — being  five  miles  from  Kenne- 
beck river  &  from  thence  to  run  Southerly  untill  it  meet  with  the  North  Easterly  end  of 
Cobbiseconte  Great  pond,  from  thince  to  run  Westerly  on  the  northly  end  of  ^^f  pond  to 
the  West  side  thereof —  then  to  run  Southerly  on  the  Westerly  side  of  s^  pond  to  the  first 
mentiond  bounds,  as  appears  by  plan  annexd — As  this  Country  is  at  present  but  little 
cultivated  it  will  oblige  us  to  be  at  a  great  Expencc  in  clearing  roads  &  to  build  a  House 
for  the  publick  Worship  of  God,  a  ministerial  house  as  well  as  a  School  &  settleing  &  sup- 
porting the  Gospel,  and  many  other  charges  will  Naturly  arise  in  a  new  Country  and 
being  poor  in  general,  therefore  we  most  Humbly  Pray  your  Excy  and  Honours  to  Exempt 
us  from  paying  province  taxes  for  ten  years  to  come  and  otherwise  rehve  your  petitioners 
as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray 
Kennebeck  December  1770  — 

John  Chandler  Elisha  Smith  John  Chandler  Juneb 

Squier  Bishvp  James  Pullen  Stephen  Pullen 

Jonathan  Emery  Ichabod  How  Joseph  Brown 

James  Cuaigg  John  Blttnt  Samuel  Stevens 

Robert  Waugh  Amos  Stevens  moses  Grele 

Richard  Humphrey       Seth  Delano  Joseph  Davenport 

MOSES  AYER  SaMUEL  FROST  JOSEPH  GrELE 

Joseph  Chandler  Benjamin  Fairbanks  Wright  Brown 

Gideon  Lambart  Joseph  Stevens  Auther  Dun 

Nathenei-  Emry."— 3/«ss. 
Archives,  vol.  118,  p.  476. 

Chap.  31.  "  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Nov  8  1770  Resolvd  that  Maj  Joseph 
Hawley  &  Elisha  Porter  Esquires  with  such  as  the  Hon.  Board  shall  joyn  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  make  Sale  to  the  highest  Bidder  at.publick  Vendue,  of  a  certain  Island  in  Connecti- 
cutt  River  within  this  Province,  lying  between  that  part  of  the  Town  of  North  Hampton 
called  old  Rainbow  and  that  part  of  the  Town  of  Hadley  called  Fort  Meadow,  consisting 
of  three  or  four  Acres  of  good  improveal)le  Land,  and  about  as  much  more  that  is  likely 
in  a  short  time  to  be  fit  for  Improvement:  And  that  the  said  Comtebe  and  they  hereby 
are  authorizd  in  Behalf  of  this  Province  to  convey  the  said  Island  by  Deed  to  the  high- 
est bidder;  and  to  give  to  the  Purchaser,  such  Credit  or  Day  of  Payment  of  the  Purchase 
Consideration  or  part  thereof  on  good  Security  to  the  Province  Treasurer  for  the  use  of 
the  Province,  and  upon  Interest  from  the  time  of  Sale,  as  they  shall  judge  will  be  most 
for  the  Interest  of  the  Province 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence.  T  Gushing  Spk""  In  Council  Nov'  10.1770 — Read  and 
Concun-ed  and  John  Worthington  Esq  is  joined  in  the  Affair  —  A  Oliver  Sec 

Consented  to     T  Hutchinson." —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  118,  p.  474. 

This  bill  was  reported  in  the  House,  Nov.  19,  1770,  when  the-  following  proceedings 
were  had  thereon : 

"  Read  the  first  time  &  referrd  for  Consideration  till  the  next  Session  of  this  Court.— And 
Order'd  That  the  several  Towns  in  the  said  County  of  Hampshire  be  notified  of  this  Bill 
by  the  posting  up  a  true  Copv  hereof  with  this  Order  thereon  in  the  Towns  of  Springfield 
and  Northampton  Thirty  Days  before  the  Second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Sessions  of  this 
Court.  —  And  also  that  the  same  shall  be  pubiickly  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  s'l  County,  at  the  next  Couri  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
to  l)e  held  in  and  for  the  said  County,  and  that  the  said  several  Towns  shew  Cause  (if  any 
they  have)  on  the  said  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Sessions  of  this  Court,  why  this 
Bill  should  not  be  enacted  —  And  thatM'  Elisha  Porter  be  directed  to  post  up  s<J  Copy  in 
the  said  Towns  and  procure  the  same  to  be  read  by  the  said  Clerk  of  the  Peace  as  is  above 
directed —  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  T  Gushing  Spk' 

In  Council  Nov'.2015  1770  — Read  and  Concurred  Jn"  Cotton  D.  Secry 

.  In  Obedience  to  the  foregoing  Order  I  have  posted  up  a  true  Copy  of  the  foregoing  Bill 

•  .SiV,  which? 

t  The  word  "  seven,"  cancelled,  follows,  In  tho  MS.,  but  the  accompanying  plan  shows  the  length  of  thia 
line  to  be  nine  miles.  The  writing  in  both  instances  appears  to  have  been  done  by  another  hand  and  wltb 
dilTerent  ink  from  that  in  the  body  of  the  petition. 
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with  the  Order  thereon  at  Sprinfffield  on  the  13">  Day  of  December  last,  &  at  Northamp- 
ton on  ye  Ht"!  Day  of  y  same  December — &  have  also  procured  the  same  to  bo  pub- 
lickly  read  by  the  Clerk  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  at  ye  same  Court  held  at 
Northampton  in  the  said  County  on  the  Second  Tuesday  of  February  last  — 

EUSHA   PORTES. 

In  the  House  of  representatives 
April      read  the  first  time     April  13  read  the  secord  time."  —  Ibid.,  rol.  121, p.  484. 

"  Apr.  10,  1771.    Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  attend  this  House. 

The  Secretary  attended  accordingly,  and  the  Question  being  put  by  the  Speaker  to  the 
Secretary,  whether  any  of  the  Towns  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  had  sent  in  Objections 
to  a  Bill  bro't  into  the  House  the  last  Session,  for  charging  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  tor  said  County  Avith  the  Cost  of  erecting  and  maintaining  a  Bridge  over 
War e-Kiwer  ?  The  Secretary  answered  in  the  Negative,  and  then  withdrew."  —  House 
Journal,  p.  202. 

"  Province  of  the  )  To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq''  Captain  General  and 

Massachusetts  Bay  )  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  said  Province  To  the  Hon'''o 
his  Majesty's  Council,  and  the  Hon'''"  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Assembly  at  Cambridge  on  the  Third  Day  of  April  1771  — 

Humbly  shews  John  Worthington  and  Joseph  Hawley  Esq'^  Benjamin  Day,  David  Field, 
Elisha  Porter,  John  Ingersoll,  and  William  Billing  Gentlemen,  all  of  the  County  of  Hamp- 
shire in  the  Province  aforetaid  —  That  the  said  County  of  Hampshire  is  particularly  and 
distinguishly  burthcned  with  County  Bridges  by  reason  that  there  are  many  Rivers  cross- 
ing the  publick  Roads  in  new  Townships,  the  Inhabitants  whereof  are  extremely  poor 
and  unable  to  make  the  necessary  Bridges  over  such  Rivers,  the  number  of  Bridges  main- 
tain'd  by  the  said  County  not  being  less  than  Seven  or  Eight,  and  that  there  is  a  Bill  now 
depending  in  this  Hon'''"  Court  to  charge  the  County  with  another  Bridge  over  Ware 
River,  and  the  said  Bridges  are  so  large  as  that  the  Prime  Costs  of  erecting  the  said 
Bridges  at  a  moderate  Computation  will  exceed  One  Thousand  Pounds  Lawful  Money  so 
that  the  Burden  Occnsioncd  by  the  Towns  in  the  said  County  by  making  and  supporting 
the  said  Bridges  which  are  frequently  broken  by  the  Ice  in  high  Freshets  is  much  beyond 
any  of  the  like  kind  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Province.  —  They  also  beg  leave  to  shew 
that  most  of  the  said  Bridges  are  not  only  necessary  for  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  County 
but  very  necessnry  for  the  Province  in  General  as  They  are  in  Roads  as  Publick  and 
generally  travelled  as  any  in  the  Province  at  the  like  Distance  from  the  Capital  —  And  as 
the  Goverment  have  lately  made  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  Lawful  Money  by 
the  Sale  of  an  Island  in  Connecticut  River  betweenthe  Towns  of  Northampton  and  Hadiey 
within  the  said  County  of  Hampshiie  which  Island  has  arisen  in  y<^  s''  River  within  the 
memory  of  man,  and  so  this  Increase  of  the  Estate  of  the  Province  has  wholly  grown  out 
of  the  Loss  of  the  Inhabitants  of  ysi  s'l  County — The  said  Petitioners  therefore  humbly 
Supplicate  your  Excellency  and  Honors  would  grant  the  Sum  made  by  the  Sale  of  the 
said  Island  to  the  said  County  of  Hampshire  the  better  to  enable  the  said  County  to  sup- 
port the  Charge  and  Expence  of  maintaining  the  said  Bridges. — And  they  as  in  Duty 
bound  shall  ever  pray 

J.  Worthington       Bbnja  Day  EiiisHA  Portku 

Joseph  Hawley         David  Field         W"  Billings 

John  Inoersol 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Ap'  12">  1771  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  Prayer  cf 
the  within  Petition  be  granted  &  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province  be,  and  hereliy  is 
directed  to  deliver  over  unto  John  Worthington  Esq''  the  Security  &  money  l)y  him 
rec"!  as  the  Produce  of  the  Sale  of  the  Island  within  mentioned  to  be  deliverd  to  y^- 
Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Hampshire  for  use  of  the  s**  County  &  for  the  Purpose  in 
the  Petition  mentioned  Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

Thomas  Gushing  Spk"' 

In  Council  April  15">  1771  Read  &  Concurred 

Tho'  Fluckee  Sec""^. 

Consented  to  —  T  Hutchinson."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  121,  p.  486. 

Chap.  32.  "  Apr.  15,  1771.  A  Petition  of  Joseph  Gerrish,  Esq ;  in  Behalf  of  the  Town 
of  Newbury,  praying  that  an  Act  may  pass  to  prevent  the  Destruction  of  Fish  called  Bass, 
in  the  River  Parker,  in  said  Town. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  the  Petitioner  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a^  Bill." —  House  Journal, 
p.  217. 

Chap.  35.  "  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq""  Captain,  General,  &  Com- 
mander in  Cheif  in  &  over  His  Miijesty's  Province  of  the  Massachussetts  Bay  in  New 
England. — To  the  Honourable  His  Majesty's  Council, — AiulTo'l'lie  llonouralileHonseof 
Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  — 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  &  Honours 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  Subscribed  being  a  Committee  legally  chosen  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  Marl)Ichead  To  petition  the  Great  &  General  Court  of  this  Province,  To 
build  one  or  more  Lights  on  some  part  of  the  Cape  Ann  Shore,  Would  humbly  present  To 
your  Excellency  &  Honours,  Our  Petition  for  that  purpose,  wherein  we  beg  leave  to  Shew 
. —  That  the  Headland  of  Capo  Ann  Projects  iti-elf  into  the  main  Ocean  in  Such  a  manner, 
as  to  form  two  deep  Bays,  one  to  the  Northward,  commonly  called  Ipswich  Bay ;  iSc 
another  to  the  Southward,  called  the  Massachusetts,  or  more  commonly  Boston  Bay. ^ 
That  there  are  in  these  two  Bays  the  following  Seaport  Towns  viz  Newbury  Port,  Ipswich, 
Gloucester,  Manchester,  Beverly,  Salcra,  Marblehead,  Boston,  —  Pliinouth,  ik  divers 
smaller  ones  lying  between  Boston  &  Plimouth  —  That  all  Merchant  Ships  coming  from 
abroad  &  all  Fishing  Vessells  coming  from  the  Banks  to  any  of  the  aforementioned  Ports, 
do  gencra'ly  endeavour  to  fall  in  with,  &  make  the  aforesaid  Headland  of  Cape  Ann  — 
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That  all  y  Vessclls  employed  in  bringing  wood,  Lumber,  Lime  &c  from  the  Eastern 
parts  of  this  Province  To  any  of  the  Towns  afores''  must  of  necessity  pass  very  near  the 
Headland  afores''  in  their  passages  backwards  &  forwards  —  That  there  are  two  very 
dangerous  Ledges  of  Rocks,  w';^  lay  right  off  from  the  Headland  afores''  One  commonly 
called  the  Salvages  The  other,  Thatcher's  Island  Ledge;  w^'  frequently  prove  fatal  to 
Vessells,  by  their  running  upon  them,  in  dark  Nights  —  That  in  great  Storms  when  the 
Wind  is  Easterly,  Vessclls  have,  very  often  in  long  nights,  been  driven  by  distress  of 
weather,  past  The  headland  afores'i  into  one  or  other  of  s^  Bays,  &  not  being  able  by  reason 
of  y«  darkness  to  See  the  Land  at  the  Time  they  have  passed  by,  (whence  they  might 
have  judged  whereabouts  they  were)  have  afterwards  been  driven  ashore,  where  they  have 
either  miserably  perished,  or  been  greatly  damaged  —  That  at  other  times  when  the  Gales 
of  wind  have  not  been  so  severe,  but  that  Vessells  might  venture  to  run  for  the  Land, 
They  have  eitlicr  mistook  the  Headland  afores*^  for  some  other  part  of  the  Bay;  Or  some 
other  part  of  the  Bay  for  said  Headland;  w^ii  has  proved  equally  fatal  —  That  all  Such 
misfortunes  might  in  most  cases  be  for  the  future  escaped.  If  there  should  be  some  dis- 
tinguishing Lights  erected  upon  some  proper  part  of  the  Shore  of  the  Headland  afores'i 
by  w'-'^  it  might  be  certainly  known  —  That  the  Coasting  Business  to  &  from  the  Eastern 
parts  of  this  Province  would  be  thereby  carried  on  wti»  more  safety  &  expedition;  And  all 
Mariners  &  Fishermen  coming  into  any  of  the  Ports  afores^'  from  the  sea  would  then 
have  a  sure  &  certain  land  mark  for  w':''  they  might  venture  to  run  by  night,  equally  as 
well  as  by  day  —  Wherefore,  In  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Marblehead  afores'i  We 
humbly  pray  your  Excellency  &  Honours  To  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  &  order 
&  do  therein,  as  to  your  Excellency  &  Honours  Shall  seem  best ;  And  We  your  Petitioners 
as  in  duty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray  — 
Marblehead  April  2.  1771  Jeremiah  Lee  ^ 

Ben  :  Marston  S-  Committee."  — 
AzoR  Orne       ) 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  66,  p.  485. 

"Apr.  9,  1771.  A  Petition  of  Jeremiah  Lee,  Esq;  and  others,  Inhabitants  of  Marble- 
head,  praying  that  a  Light-House  may  be  erected  on  the  Head  Land  of  Cape-Ann  or 
Thatcher's  Island. 

Read  and  committed  to  Major  Hartwell,  Capt.  Darby,  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr.  Allen,  and 
Major  Gallison,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill."  —  House  Journal,  p.  198. 

"Apr.  10  1771.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Jeremiah  Lee,  Esq ;  and  others,  re- 
ported. That  the  Prayer  be  granted  —  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Hancock,  and  Major 
Gallison  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly."  —  lbid.,p.  200. 

"Apr.  26,  1771.  In  the  House  of  Representatives-  Ordered  that  Cap'  Allen,  Majf 
Reed  and  Cap'  Darby  be,  with  such  as  the  honb'''  Board  shall  join,  a  Committee  to  take 
the  care  of  the  Building  a  Light  house  on  Thachers  Island  or  the  head  Land  of  Cape  Ann 
agrcable  to  an  Act  passed  the  present  Session  and  Report  their  proceedings  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  John  Erving  Esq''  and  Cap'  Partrick  Tracy  are 
joined  in  the  affair.  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVIIL,  p. 
560. 

"  June  7,  1771.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  That  Cap'  Allen,  Maj--  Reed 
and  Cap'  Darby  with  such  as  the  honL'''^  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  care 
of  Building  a  Light  House  or  Houses  on  Thachers  Island  or  the  Head  Land  of  Cape  Ann 
agreable  to  an  Act  passed  the  last  Session  and  report  their  proceedings  thereon  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  John  Erving  Esq'  and  Captain  Patrick  Tracy  are 
joined  in  the  affair."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  27. 

"  June  11,  1771.  The  following  Report  was  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned  viz' — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  place  or  build  a  Light  house  or  Light  Houses  on  the  East- 
ermost  part  of  Cape  Ann  or  on  Thachers  Island,  have  attended  that  service  and  viewed 
the  Coast  for  some  miles  and  also  took  the  proper  bearing  and  distance  of  the  Sea  shore  by 
the  Compass  as  well  as  it  could  be  done  there ;  and  being  very  anxious  the  Light  Houses 
should  be  properly  and  advantageously  placed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  we  requested 
of  the  Marine  Society  in  Boston  that  some  of  them  would  take  a  view  of  it  by  Water, 
and  accordingly  five  experienced  Masters  of  Vessels  went  there  in  a  Vessel  and  went  on 
shore  upon  said  Island  and  join  in  opinion  with  the  Committee  that  said  Thachers  Island 
is  the  properest  place  to  erect  Light  houses  on,  and  their  Report  is  hereunto  annexed. 
The  owners  of  the  Island  we  did  not  see,  but  they  have  sent  then:  proposals  in  the  Letters 
accompanying  this  Report.  —  All  which  is  humbly  submitted — 

John  EaviNG  <^  Order 

Upon  which  the  following  Order  passed  viz*. 
In  Council,  Read  and  sent  down. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  recommitted  and  the  Committee  are  hereby 
directed  to  ascertain  the  lowest  terms  upon  which  the  Island  mentioned  in  the  Report 
may  be  hured  or  purchased,  and  also  to  make  enquiry  into  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
Land  of  which  the  said  Island  consists  and  make  Report  as  soon  as  may  be.  In  Council, 
Read  and  Concurred."— /6irf.,  ».  31. 

.  "  Glocester  June  15'i>  1771 

Sir  We  Rec^  yours  of  the  12'ii  of  this  Instant  and  note  the  contents  have  waited  on 
Nathi  Allen  Esqi^  &  Major  Reed  to  Thachers  Island  who  have  taken  the  Measure  of 
the  same  and  will  Inform  as  to  the  contents  of  it,  you  desire  that  we  would  Ascer- 
tain the  Price  that  we  will  take  for  said  Island  we  hereby  Inform  you  that  the  price  we  set 
on  it  is  Five  Hundred  Pounds  as  it  will  bring  the  Interest  of  that  sum  annually,  as  to  rent- 
ing it  we  cant  comply  with  that  as  we  suppose  it  will  be  ever  Useless  to  us  after  it  is  improv  d 
for  a  Light  House— You  desire  to  be  inform'd  of  the  number  of  Crcatuies  it  will  feed 
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we  have  now  fourteen  Oxen  on  it  at  this  time  wliich  is  not  a  full  Stock  but  it  is  capable  of 
a  much  greater  improvement  the  Gentlemen  above  named  can  Inform  you  as  to  the  qual- 
lity  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  the  land    we  are  Sir  with  Respect  your   Obedient  Servants 

William_Ellery 
Sami-  Plumer 
John  Low 
To  the  Honourable  John  Ervin  'Esq'."  ^  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  66,  p.  503, 

"  June  22, 1771.  The  following  Report  was  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned  viz'. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  the  price  of  Thachers  Island  &c  have  attended 
that  service  upon  the  Island  and  find  it  to  contain  about  eighty  Acres  of  excellent  Land 
and  abounding  with  fine  square  Stone  for  building.  The  present  owners  are  averse  to 
letting  it  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Light-house  "upon,  and  the  price  they  ask  is  £500 
as  by  their  written  proposals  herewith  exhibited  will  appear.    All  which  is  submitted 

John  Erving  ^  order 

In  Council,  Read  and  sent  down 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  Nathaniel  Allen,  Richard  Reed  and 
Richard  Darbey  Esq"  with  such  as  the  hon'^'"  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  purchase 
an  Island  called  Thachers  Island  for  the  use  of  the  Province  on  the  best  terms  they  can  in 
order  to  erect  a  Light  house  or  Lighthouses  thereon,  provided  the  price  does  not  exceed 
five  hundred  pounds  and  that  they  immediately  proceed  to  ei'cct  said  Lighthouse  or  Light- 
houses on  said  Island  agreable  to  an  Act  passed  the  last  Session  of  the  General  Court, 
and  likewise  provide  a  convenient  House  for  the  Keeper  of  the  Lights,  and  report  their 
proceedings  to  the  General  Assembly. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  John  Erving  and  Thomas  Sanders  Esq"  are  joined 
in  the  afiF;iir.    Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  75. 

"  July  5,  1771.  Advised  and  Consented  that  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  unto  the  Hon^ie  John  Erving  Esq""  and  Committee  appointed  to  build  a  Lighthouse 
or  Houses,  on  Thachers  Island,  the  sum  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  allowed  by  the  General 
Court,  to  enable  them  to  purchase  the  said  Island."  —  Executive  Records  of  the  Council, 
1765-1774,^.575. 

•'  Sept.  12,  1771.  Advised  and  Consented  that  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Ti-easurer 
to  pay  unto  the  Hon'^'«  John  Erving  Esq'  and  Committee  appointed  to  build  a  Lighthouse 
or  Houses  on  Thachers  Island,  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
ceed in  that  business ;  they  to  be  accountable."  —  Ibid.,  p.  584. 

"  Nov.  15,  1771.  Advised  and  Consented  that  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  unto  the  Committee  for  building  a  Lighthouse  or  Houses  on  Thachers  Island,  the 
sum  of  Four  Hundred  Pounds;  they  to  be  accountable."  —  Ibid.,  p.  595. 

"  Apr.  25,  1772.  The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Examination  of  the  Com- 
mittee's Accounts,  who  were  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  carry  forward  the  Build- 
ing the  Light-Houses  and  Dwelling-House,  on  Thatcher's  Island,  and  Purchase  of  said 
Island,  reported  that  the  Charge  thereof  amount  to  Tioo  Thousa^id  seven  Emidred  and 
thirty -five  Pound,  nineteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence  half  Penny  ;  of  which  the  said  Com- 
mittee have  received  Eleven  Hundred  Pomids,  so  there  remains.  One  Thousand  six 
Ilundred  and  thirty-five  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence  half  Penny,  due  to  said 
Committee.  And  this  Committee  find  upon  Examination  thereof,  that  the  sevei'al 
Accounts  are  reasonable  and  just,  and  are  right  cast  and  well  vouched. 

The  above  Report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Sum  of  One  Thousand  six  Hundred  and  thirty-Jive  Pomids  nineteoi 
Shillings  and  six  Pence  half  Penny,  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  build  the  Light  Houses  and  Dwelling  House  on  Thatcher's  Island ;  which 
Sum,  together  with  Eleven  Hundred  Pounds  already  received  by  said  Committee,  is  in  full 
for  the  same,  together  with  the  Purchase  Price  of  the  Island.  Sent  up  for  Concurrence." 
— House  Journal,  p.  187. 

"  Apr.  25,  1772.  Advised  and  Consented  that  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  unto  the  Ilon'^'"  John  Erving  Esq""  and  Committee,  appointed  by  the  General  Court 
for  building  a  Lighthouse  or  Houses  on  Thachers  Island,  the  sum  of  Twelve  Hundred 
Pounds,  to  enable  them  to  proceed  in  said  business ;  they  to  Ijc  accountable." —  Executive 
Records  of  the  Council,  1765-1774,  jo.  626. 

"  May  12, 1772.  Advised  and  Consented  that  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  unto  the  Hon'^'«  John  Erving  Esq""  and  Committee,  appointed  for  building  a 
Lighthouse  or  Houses  on  Thachers  Island,  the  sum  of  Four  Hundred  and  thirty-five 
Pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  to  enable  them  to  eompleat  the  same ;  they  to  be 
accountable."  —  Ibid.,  p.  629. 

"  Sept.  9,  1772.  Advised  and  Consented  that  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  unto  Nathaniel  Allen  Esq''  the  sum  of  Eighteen  Pounds  six  shillings  and  ten 
pence,  to  discharge  his  account  for  two  rolls  of  Lead  supplied  the  Committee  for  building 
a  Lighthouse  on  Thachers  Island."  —  Ibid.,  p.  662. 

"  Nov.  19,  1772.  Advised  and  Consented  that  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  unto  the  Hon'*'*  John  Erving  Esq''  and  Committee  for  building  a  Lighthouse  on 
Thachers  Island,  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds ;  they  to  be  accountable."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  673. 

"  Feb.  24,  1773.  Advised  and  Consented  that  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  unto  the  Hon^'e  John  Erving  Esq''  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  and  Eighty  Pounds, 
to  enable  him  to  discharge  sundry  accounts  for  building  the  Light  House  at  Thachers 
Island."  —  Ibid.,  p.  698. 

"  Feb.  26,  1773.  Advised  and  Consented  that  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  unto  the  Hont'is  John  Erving  Esq'  the  aum  of  Forty  five  Pounds  three  shillings 
and  one  penny,  the  balance  due  on  sundry  accounts  for  building  the  Light  Houses  on 
Thachers  Island."  — /Wd.,^.  699. 
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"  Mar.  24, 1773.  Advised  and  Consented  that  a  "Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  unto  the  Honbie  John  Erving  Esq-'  and  Committee  for  l)uilding  a  Light  house  or 
Houses  on  Thachers  Island,  the  sum  of  Fifty  Pounds,  to  enable  them  to  proceed  in  that 
business ;  they  to  be  accountable."  —  Ibid.,  p.  708. 

"  Province  of  the  ]     To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq'  Captain  General  and 
Massachusetts  Bay  j  Governor  in  Chief,  The  HoniJie  his  Majesty's  Council  and  Hon'"''^^ 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Province  aforesaid  in  General 
Court  Assembled  at  Boston 
The  Petition  of  James  Kirkwood  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  in  the  month  of  December  1771  your  petitioner  undertook  to  go  to  Thatchers 
Island  to  take  care  of,  and  look  after  two  Light  houses  that  had  been  Lately  Erected  on 
said  Island  for  the  benefit  uf  navigation,  the  Island  being  at  some  distance  from  the  Main 
Land  and  much  exposed  to  hard  Gales  of  Wind  &  Extream  Cold  in  the  Winter  which 
together  with  the  Light  houses  &  dwelling  House  not  being  quite  finished  made  it  a  very 
uncomfortable  habitation,  and  attended  with  great  difficulty  as  the  Lighthouses  stand  at  a 
great  distance  from  one  another  (th6  very  properly  placed  for  the  Safety  and  benefit  of 
Trade. 

That  the  rufifness  of  the  way  makes  it  very  difficult  and  dangerous  passing  and  repass- 
ing from  one  Light  House  to  the  other  especially  a  nights  in  the  Winter  Season,  being 
Obliged  to  do  it  at  ten  at  night  and  two  in  the  morning  to  the  endangering  of  their  Lives 
and  Limbs. 

That  it  is  a  full  mile  from  said  Island  to  the  main  Land,  and  sometimes  for  Three 
and  four  Weeks  they  have  not  daired  to  venture  ashore  by  reason  of  the  Boisterousness 
of  the  Sea,  so  that  at  such  times  (though  they  should  be  in  the  utmost  distress)  they  can't 
get  any  assistance  or  Supplies  from  the  Shore. 

That  your  pef  and  the  two  men  employed  in  taking  care  of  said  Lights  were  hardly 
sufHcient,  when  they  were  all  Well  for  so  difficult  a  task  and  when  any  of  them  were  laid 
up,  and  no  other  assistance  could  be  had  their  Duty  was  very  fatiguing. 

That  there  is  due  to  one  of  his  Assistants  for  his  Service  from  the  11*  Decern :  1771  to 
11"»  June  1773  being  Eighteen  months  at  five  Dollars  ^  month  the  Sum  of  Twenty  seven 
pounds.  And  for  the  other  Assistants  Service  from  l^"^  July  1772  to  the  1^'  of  June  1773  at 
four  Dollars  (^  month  the  sum  of  Thirteen  pounds  four  shillings  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  the  sum  of  Forty  pounds  four  shillings.  — 

That  your  pet'  hath  faithfully  attended  his  Duty  (thd  a  very  hard  one)  ever  since  the 
month  of  December  1771  being  Eighteen  months  and  has  never  had  any  Allowance  except 
his  Provisions. — 

He  therefore  humbly  prays  your  Excellency  &  Honours  would  be  pleased  to  take  his 
case  into  your  Wise  &  Serious  Consideration  and  be  pleased  to  make  a  grant  of  the  afore- 
said Sum  due  to  the  two  Assistants  And  also  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  make  him  such 
Allowance  for  his  time  aforesaid  as  your  Excellency  and  Honors  shall  think  he  reasonably 
deserves* for  his  hard  Services  aforesaid.    And  as  in  duty  boimd  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

James  Kirkwood."  —  Mass. 
Archives,  vol,  66,  p.  533. 

"  June  29, 1773.  A  Petition  of  James  Kirkwood  Keeper  of  the  Light  House  on  Thachers 
Island  —  Praying  an  allowance  for  his  service  and  the  services  of  his  two  Assistants  in 
taking  the  care  of  the  said  Lighthouse  from  Decem"^  1771  to  this  time. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  Petition  of  James  Kirkwood  keeper  of  the 
Lighthouse  on  Thachers  Island ;  Resolved  that  the  sum  of  eleven  pounds  be  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  Petitioner,  which  sum,  together  with  the  sum  of  eighty  nine  pounds,  six 
shillings  by  him  already  received  and  also  his  Wood,  be  in  full  for  his  and  his  two 
assistants,  service  as  Keeper  of  said  Lighthouse  from  the  month  of  December  A  D  1771  to 
this  time.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  that  Cap'  Darby  and  M'  Allen  with  such  as 
the  honi^'B  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  ciire  of  the  Light  Houses  on 
Thachers  Island,  and  to  give  directions  respecting  the  Lights  and  the  Island  on  which 
they  stand,  until  the  further  Order  of  this  Court.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  and 
John  Erving  Esq'  is  joined,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Council  Records,  vol. 
XXX.,  p.  97. 

"  Watertown  June  16"»  1775 

These  may  Certify  that  in  the  year  1773  I  was  Appointed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives one  of  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  Petition  of  Cap'  James  Kirkwood 
relative  to  his  taking  care  of  yo  Light  Houses  on  Thatchers  Island  if  I  remember  right  he 
was  Allowed  for  one  years  service  the  Sum  of  Sixty  pounds  LawfuU  money. 

Benja  Lincoln."  —  Mass.  Ar- 
chives, vol.  157,  p.  476. 

"  June  16, 1775.  Col.  Coffin,  Mr.  Stephen  Hall  and  Col.  Davis,  were  chosen  a  commit- 
tee to  consider  the  petition  of  James  Kirkwood."  —  Printed  Journals  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  1774-5,  p.  343. 

"  June  22, 1775.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering  be  appointed,  in  the  room  of  Col.  Coffin, 
to  consider  the  petition  of  Mr.  Kirkwood,  keeper  of  the  lighthouse  on  Thatcher's  island."* 
—Ibid.,p.S74:. 

"  June  23, 1775.  Ordered,  That  the  account  of  Capt.  Kirkwood,  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  take  that  matter  into  consideration,  and  that  Major  Whittcmore, 
and  Mr.  Glover,  be  added  to  the  committee."  —  Ibid.,  p.  378. 

"  June  24,  1775.    The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of 

•  "James  Kirkwood  represented,  that  he  had  been  deprived  of  his  salary  for  two  years,  and  had  not  been 
remtiuerated  for  his  disbursements  in  maintaining  the  lights  on  Tliatchcr's  island,  and  prayed  relief  from 
the  pecuniary  difflculties  he  experienced  by  reason  of  the  postponement  of  the  payments  duo  for  his  services 
and  expenses." —[iVoie  by  the  editor  of  the  Province  Journals. 
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James  Kirkwood,  keeper  of  the  lights  on  Thatcher's  island,  reported:  the  report  was 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  public  treasury,  to  Capt.  James 
Kirkwood,  sixty  pounds,  for  one  year's  salary  as  keeper  of  the  light-houses  on  Thatcher's 
island,  and  also  eighteen  pounds,  eighteen  shillings  more,  being  for  his  disbursements,  in 
repairing  buildings,  and  other  work  done  there,  box  of  medicines,  and  several  other 
ntcessaries,  as  per  bis  account,  herewith  exhibited :  and  the  receiver  general  is,  accord- 
ingly, hereby  directed  to  pay  the  said  Capt.  Kirkwood,  the  aforesaid  sums,  amounting  to 
seventv-eight  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  the  same  to  be  paid  in  bills  of  credit  of  this 
colony."  — Ibid.,  p.  386.— See,  also,  a?ite,  note  to  1767-68,  chap.  22,  vol.  IV.,  pp.  1004,  1005. 

"May  5,  1780.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  It  being  represented  to  this 
Court  that  the  two  Light  Houses  at  or  near  Glocester  are  in  danger  of  being  destroyed 
and  the  materials  thereof  lost  for  want  of  some  proper  Person  to  take  care  of  them  — 
therefore. 

Resolved,  that  Stephen  Choate  Esq'  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  a  Committee  who  is 
hereby  directed  to  examine  into  the  Situation  of  the  said  Li,ght  Houses  and  make  return 
thereof  to  the  Honorable  Council  —  and  also  to  take  such  Measures  for  securing  the  said 
Houses  &  the  materials  thereof  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  and  lay  his  Accounts  before 
the  Hon*"'"  Council  for  allowance,  who  are  hereby  requested  to  gi*ant  Warrants  on  the 
Treasury  for  the  payment  of  such  Sum  as  they  judge  reasonable  for  said  Service  —  In 
Council  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Council  Records, 
vol.  XL  ,  p.  435. 

"  June  23, 1780.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Whereas  it  appeaj;s  to  this  Court 
that  sundry  articles  being  the  property  of  this  State  have  been  taken  from  the  Lignt 
houses  on  Thatchers  Island  by  some  person  or  persons  having  no  right  to  the  same  & 
that  sundry  other  articles  still  remain  in  danger  of  being  taken  away  in  the  same  manner 
&  that  the  said  Island  may  be  leased  out  to  the  advantage  of  the  State.  —  Therefore  — 

Resolved  that  the  Honorable  Stephen  Choate  Esquire  be  &  he  hereby  is  fully  authorized, 
empowered,  &  directed  in  behalf  of  this  State  to  discover  by  all  proper  means  any  person 
or  persons  who  have  taken  from  Thatcher's  Island  aforesaid  any  article  or  articles  what- 
soever being  the  property  of  this  State  &  to  settle  with  them  upon  just  &  reasonable  terms 
or  if  fieed  be  to  prosecute  any  such  persons*  or  persons  to  final  judgment  &  exicution  — 
also  — 

Resolved  that  the  said  Stephen  Choate  be  &  he  hereby  is  authorized,  empowered  & 
directed  to  take  under  his  care  any  article  or  articles  being  the  property  of  this  State  that 
now  remains  on  said  Island  or  that  has  I^een  taken  therefrom  as  aforesaid  &  to  make  out 
&  lod^e  in  the  Secretary's  Office  a  proper  inventory  of  the  same  &  also  annually  to  lease 
out  the  aforesaid  Island  for  as  much  as  the  same  will  fetch  till  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court  he  to  be  accountable  &  make  report  to  the  General  Court  for  the  time  being. 
—  In  Council  read  &  concurred    Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Ibid.,  p.  533. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, ON  THE  Twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1771. 


CHAPTEK   1. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXING  CERTAIN  LANDS,  LYING  IN  THE  TOWN  OF 
BELCHERSTOWN  *  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  WITH  THE  IN- 
HABITANTS THEREON,  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  GREENWICH,  IN  THE  SAME 
COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  court,  by  a  number  of  the  Preamble, 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  town  of  Beleherstown  lying  east  of  the 
west  branch  of  Swift  River,  and  south  of  Pelham,  that  it  is  with  great 
difficulty  they  enjoy  town  privileges  there,  and  that  they  can  more 
commodiously  enjoy  such  privileges  in  the  town  of  Greenwich ;  and 
the  said  town  of  Belchersto[?(;]n  having  consented  that  the  inhabitants 
aforesaid  should  be  annexed  to  Greenwich,  the  town  of  Greenwich 
has  consented  to  receive  them,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  all  the  lands  in  Beleherstown,  in  the  county  of  Lands  annexed 
Hampshire,  lying  east  of  the  west  branch  of  Swift  River,  and  south  »"  Greenwich, 
of  Pelham,  be  and  hereby  are  annexed  to  the  town  of  Greenwich,  in 
the  same  county,  together  with  all  the  inhabitants  that  now  do,  or 
that  shall  hereafter,  dwell  thereon  ;  who  hereby  are  and  shall  be  sub- 
jected to  do  duty  and  intitled  to  receive  privilege  equal  with  other 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Greenwich,  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  inhabitants  annexed  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  P™P°^'^ionof 
their  proportion  of  all  such  province,  county, and  town,  taxes  as  are  ^^^^  ° 
alr^dy  set  on  them  by  the  town  of  Belchersto[to]n,  in  like  manner  as 
though  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

Provided,  also,  — 

And  he  it  further  enoMed, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  bridge  over  the  west  branch  of  Swift  River,  Bndge^over  ^ 
in  the  county  road,  be  maintained,  repau-[e]d  and  rebuilt,  from  time  to  brmainta^^d. 
time,  aB  there  shall  be  occasion,  equally,at  the  expence  of  Greenwich 
and  Beleherstown.     \_Passed  June  22t ;  published  July  5. 

*  As  originally  engrossed,  the  name  was  Belcherston ;  but  this  ^yas  changed  to  Bel- 
eherstown, by  inserting  "  w,"  with  a  caret,  apparently  in  the  handwriting  of  Gov.  Hatch- 
Inson,  wherever  the  name  occurs  in  the  engrossment. 

t  Signed  July  5,  according  to  the  record. 
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CHAPTER  2. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  THE  SEVERAL  ACTS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
HOLDING  AND  SETTING  OF  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS 
OF  THE  PEACE  AND  INFERIOR  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  IN  AND 
FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  AND  FOR  DETERMINING  THE 
TIMES  AND  PLACES  FOR  HOLDING  THE  SAID  COURTS  FOR  THE 
FUTURE. 


Laws  repealed. 

I7G9-70,  chap. 

18. 

1770-71,  chap. 

25. 


Times  and 


courts. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  several  laws,  and  the  several  paragraphs  and 
clauses  of  all  and  every  of  the  laws,  of  this  province,  heretofore 
made  and  enacted,  so  far  forth  as  they  have  relation  to  the  times  and 
places  for  the  setting  and  holding  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  and  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Berkshire,  be  and  hereby  are  repealed,  and  declared  null  and 
void. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  a  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  an 
fnglf  the'^°''^"  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  shall  set  and  be  held,  in  and  for  the 
said  county  of  Berkshu-e,  at  Great  Barrington,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
of  September  next,  and,  from  and  after  the  holding  the  same  courts, 
there  shall  set  and  be  held,  annually,  in  and  for  the  said  county  of 
Berkshu'e,  a  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  an  inferior 
court  of  common  pleas,  at  Pittsfield,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  November, 
and  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  February,  and  at  Great  Barrington,  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  May,  and  on  the  thu'd  Tuesday  of  August. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  all  causes,  writs,  executions,  recognizances,  pre- 
sentments, indictments,  warrants,  appeals,  processes,  matters  and 
things  whatsoever,  that  are  or  shall  be  made  returnable  to,  or  had,  or 
would  have  had,  day,  and  been  adjudged,  determined  and  acted  upon 
at  or  by  either  of  the  said  courts  to  be  held  at  Great  Barrington,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  September  next,  or  at  Pittsfield,  on  the  last  Tues- 
day of  November  next,  shall  be  returnable,  have  day,  be  adjudged, 
determined  and  acted  upon  in  like  manner  as  they  ought  to  and  shou'd 
have  been  in  case  the  acts,  made  and  passed  in  the  seventh  and  in  the 
current  years  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  for  the  ordering  and 
determining  the  holding  of  said  courts,  had  never  been  repealed,  not- 
withstanding the  same  acts  are  hereby  declared  to  be  repealed  and  to 
be  null  and  void.     [Passed  June  29*  ;  published  July  5. 


Actions  return, 
able. 


CHAPTER   3. 

AN  ACT  FOR   ENQUIRING    INTO    THE    RATEABLE    ESTATES    OF    THIS 

PROVINCE. 


Preamble.  "Whereas  the  rateable  estates  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in 

i767.68,chap.  15.  ^^jg  province  are  much  altered  since  the  last  valuation,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]     That  the  assessors  of  each  town  and  district  within 
this  province,  chosen  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  liundred  aud 

•  Signed  July  5,  according  to  the  record. 


AssesBore  to 
return  a  list  or 
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seveuty-onc,  shall,  on  oath,  take,  and  lodge  ia  the  secretary's  office,  by  ratabies  into 
the  first  day  of  October  next,  a  true  and  perfect  list,  according  to  "mceTy 'thiut 
their  best  skill  and  understanding,  agreeable  to  a  list  settled  by  the  <i«y  of  October 
general  court  and  recorded  in  the  secretary's  office  (a  printed  copy  '"'^*" 
of  which  list  shall  be,  by  the  treasurer  of  the  province,  sent  to  the 
clerk  of  each  town  and  district) ,  therein  containing  an  account  of  all 
male  polls,  of  sixteen  years  old  and  upwards,  whether  at  home  or  abroad , 
distinguishing  such  as  are  exempt  from  rates  ;  and  of  all  rateable 
estate,  both  real  and  personal,  lying  within  or  adjacent  to,  their  respec- 
tive towns  and  districts,  and  by  wliora  occupied,  and  what  each  per- 
son's real  estate  may  rent  for  by  the  year,  taking  one  year  with 
another ;  particularly  mentioning  dwelling-houses,  and  shops  under 
the  same  roof  or  adjoiaing  to  them,  shops  seperate  from  them,  still-  List  of  rat- 
houses,  tann-houses,  slaughter-houses,  ])0t-,  and  pearlasli  works,  ware-  ''^'''*' 
houses,  wharves,  grist-mills,  fulling-mills,  saw-mills,  iron-works  and 
furnaces,  and  all  other  buildings  and  edifices  ;  and  what  all  of  said 
estates,  including  the  lands,  may  rent  for  by  the  year,  in  the  judgment 
of  said  assessors,  without  any  deduction  for  more  than  ordinary 
annual  repairs  ;  and  of  all  Indian,  negro  or  molatto  servants  for  life, 
from  fourteen  to  forty-five  years  of  age  ;  and  the  number  of  tons  of  ves- 
sels, of  every  kind,  upwards  of  ten  tons  burthen  (to  be  given  in,  in  car- 
penters' tonnage),  whether  at  home  or  abroad  ;  and  each  person's  whole 
stock  in  trade,  including  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  at  home 
or  abroad,  of  their  own  property,  paid  for  or  not ;  also  including  those 
in  their  hands  by  factorage  ;  money  at  interest  which  any  person  has 
more  than  he  or  she  pays  interest  for ;  and  also  of  all  horses, 
oxen,  cows,  goats,  sheep  and  swine,  at  the  respective  ages  in  said  list. 
And  said  assessors,  in  taking  said  valuation,  shall  distinguish  the  differ- 
ent improvements  of  land,  and  return  their-  list  in  the  following  manner ; 
viz.,  the  number  of  acres  of  pasture,  and  the  number  of  cows  the  same 
will  keep,  with  the  after-feed  of  the  whole  farm  ;  nu-nber  of  barrels  of 
cyder  that  can  be  made  upon  the  fai'm,  one  year  with  another ;  the 
number  of  acres  of  tillage  land,  bushels  of  grain  and  corn,  including 
all  sorts  the  same  will  produce  by  the  year ;  number  of  acres  of  salt 
marsh,  with  the  tons  of  hay  produced  therefrom  by  the  year ;  num- 
bers of  acres  of  English,  and  upland,  and  fresh-meadow  mowing-land, 
with  the  tons  of  hay,  of  each  sort,  produced  therefrom  by  the  year : 
excepting  that  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  president,  fellows,  Tm^  trovfimor 
professors,  tutors  and  students  of  Harvard  College,  settled  ministers  80Ms"Jx^m|nL-ci. 
and  grammer-school  masters,  with  their  families,— for  their  polls,  and 
for  their  estates  in  their  own  actual  improvement, —  as  also  all  the 
estate  pertaining  to  Harvard  College,  under  their  own  actual  improve- 
ment, shall  be  exempted  out  of  this  act ;  and  said  assessors  shall 
cause  all  the  columns  -of  the  several  articles  contained  in  their  several 
lists,  to  be  carefully  cast  up  and  footed ;  and  before  they  enter  on  this 
work,  shall  take  the  following  oath  ;  viz.,  — 

You,  A.  B.,  being  chosen  an  assessor  for  the  town  of  B.,  for  the  ye:ir  one  The  a8«c»8or'B 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  do  swear  that  you  will  faithfully  "'*'•'*• 
and  impartially,  according  to  your  best  skill  and  judgment,  do  and  pei-form 
the  whole  duty  of  an  assessor,  as  directed  and  enjoined  by  an  act  of  this 
province,  made  in  the  present  year,  intitled  "An  Act  for  en(iuiring  into  the 
rateable  estates  of  the  province,"  without  favour  or  prejudice.  So  help  you 
God. 

—  which  oath,  in  such  towns  or  districts  whei*e  no  justice  of  the  peace  —by  whom  to 
dwells,  shall  be  administered  by  the  town  or  district  clerk,  who   is  ''e  administered, 
hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  administer  the  same,  on   penalty 
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[Chap.  3.] 


Penalty  on  as- 
BCBsors  for 
refusing  to  take 
said  oath,  or 
neglecting  duty. 

Persons  to  give 
in  their  lists  to 
the  asseBBors.on 
oath,  if  requir- 
ed. 


of  ten  pounds ;  and  every  assessor  who  shall  have  been  chosen  by 
any  town  or  district,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-one,  and  accepted  such  office,  that  shall  refuse  to  take  such 
oath,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  forty  pounds ;  or,  taking  the 
same,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  the  duty  required  by  this  act,  or 
shall  any  way  act  deceitfully  therein,  shall,  for  each  of  these  offences, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds. 

[Sect.  2.]  And  every  person  not  necessarily  out  of  the  province  ; 
viz.,  on  and  from  the  twentieth  day  of  August  next,  to  the  twentieth 
day  of  September  next  (in  which  cases  they  shall  be  doomed  by  the 
assessors  as  hereafter  expressed) ,  refusing  or  neglecting  to  give  such 
assessor  or  assessors,  in  writing,  and  on  oath  if  required  (which  the 
assessors  respectively  are  empowered  to  administer) ,  a  true  account 
of  his  rateable  estate  and  improvements,  agreeable  to  the  true  intent  of 
this  act,  shall  be  doomed  by  the  assessors,  according  to  their  best  skill 
and  judgment ;  and  shall,  for  each  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
fifty  pounds :  which  oath  shall  be  in  the  following  form;  viz., — 


Form  of  tho 
oath. 


You,  C.  D.,  do  swear  that  the  account  now  exhibited  by  you,  is,  to  the  best 
of  your  knowledge  and  judgment,  a  full  account  of  all  your  rateables, 
agreeable  to  the  list  now  exhibited  to  you.    So  help  you  God. 


Allowance  of 
the  assessors : 


—  who  are  to 
ti'ansinit  copies, 
on  oath,  of  the 
valuation  and 
state-bill.' 


Penalty  for  ncg- 
lect. 


In  case  of  death, 
the  rest  of  the 
assessors  to  act. 


Fines,  how  to  be 
recovered  and 
applied. 


Preamble. 


Ratablcs  to  bo 
given  in,  as  pos. 
sessed  on  the 
10th  of  August 
next. 


—  and  every  assessor  shall  be  allowed,  out  of  the  treasury  of  his  re- 
spective town  or  district,  the  sum  of  four  shillings  for  every  day  he 
shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  doing  the  duty  enjoined  by  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  and  district  in  this 
province,  for  the  year  one  tliousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  shall, 
by  the  aforesaid  first  day  of  October,  transmit  to  the  secretary's  office 
a  true  and  perfect  copy,  on  oath,  of  the  valuation  and  state-bill,  by 
which  they  made  the  taxes  in  their  particular  towns  -and  districts,  for 
that  year,  particularly  mentioning  how,  and  at  what  rate,  they  estimated 
real  estates  ;  that  is  to  say,  at  how  many  years'  income  ;  also  a  true 
copy  of  the  province  tax  made  by  such  list  and  valuation ;  on  penalty 
that  each  assessor  neglecting  his  duty  therein  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
twenty  pounds. 

And  be  it  farther  eiiacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if,  in  any  of  the  towns  and  districts  aforesaid,  it 
shall  so  happen  that  any  of  the  assessors  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy,  be  dead  or  removed,  in  that  case,  the 
remaining  part  of  said  assessors  shall  and  are  hereby  impowered  to 
act  in  all  cases  touching  the  valuation  and  state-bill  and  copy  of  the 
province  tax  aforesaid,  as  fully  as  if  there  had  been  no  such  death  or 
removal. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  all  fines  and  forfeitures  arising  by  this  act  may 
be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  presentment  or  indictment,  at  any  of 
his  majesty's  courts  within  this  province,  proper  to  try  the  same  ;  and 
shall  be  applied,  one  moiety  to  him  or  them  wlio  shall  sue  for  the 
same,  and  the  other  moiety  to  his  majesty  to  and  for  the  use  of  this 
government. 

And  whereas  it  may  happen  that  some  rateable  estate,  by  shifting 
hands,  may  be  liable  to  be  given,  in  twice,  to  the  assessors,  or  not  given 
in  at  all,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  every  person  in  each  town  and  district  within  this 
province,  in  giving  in  to  the  assessors  a  list  of  his  rateables,  shall  esti- 
mate such  rateable  estate,  agreeable  to  this  act,  as  he  is  possessed  of 
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on  the  twentieth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-one. 

And  ivJiereas  the  people  called  Quakers  profess  to  be,  in  thch'  con-  Preamble, 
sciences,  scrupulous  of  taking  a*  oath  in  the  form  by  law  required,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  all  such  people  who  call  and  profess  themselves  Quaker's  afflr. 
Quakers,  on  giving,  in  writing  as  aforesaid,  a  true  account  of  his  or  "nation allowed, 
her  rateable  estate  and  improvements,  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  act, 
shall,  instead  of  taking  the  oath  in  form  aforesaid,  if  requu'ed,  be  per- 
mitted to  make  his  or  her  solemn  affirmation  or  declaration,  in  the 
words  following;  viz., — 

You,  C.  D.,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  aflSrm  and  declare,  under  the  pains  TheaflimiHiion. 
and  penalties  of  perjury,  that  the  account  now  exhibited  by  you,  is,  to  the 
best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment,  a  full  account  of  all  your  rateables, 
agreeable  to  the  list  now  exhibited  to  you. 

^Passed  July  4t ;  published  July  5. 


CHAPTER  4. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  DAMAGE  BEING  DONE  TO  THE  PROPRIETORS 
OF  THE  MEADOW,  UPLAND  AND  BEACH,  CALLED  GREAT  AND 
LITTLE  SCIPUISZET,  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  FALMOUTH  AND  COUNTY 
OF  BARNSTABLE. 

Whereas  divers  persons  have  made  it  their  practice  to  mow  the  Preamble, 
beach-grass  between  Hogg  Island  and  the  land  of  David  Shiverick, 
and  to  turn  in  cattle  and  horses  to  graze  on  said  beach,  whereby  said 
beach  is  broken,  and  the  sand  is  blown  on  said  meadow  and  upland, 
and  the  harbour  adjacent  partly  filled  up  with  sand,  to  the  great 
damage  of  said  propriety,  and,  unless  speedily  prevented,  there  is 
reason  to  fear  that  the  land  and  meadow  adjoining  to  said  beach  will 
be  entirely  ruined,  and  the  said  harbour  filled  with  sand  ;  for  remedy 
whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  from  and  after  the  publication  hereof,  no  person  No  person  to 
or  persons  shall  presume  to  turn,  or  drive  on,  any  neat  cattle,  horse-  borse-kind^or 
kind  or  sheep,  upon  the  beach   called   Great   and   Little   Scipuiszct  sheep,  upon 
Beach,  or  upon  the  meadow  or  upland  adjoining,  on  penalty  of  ten  Bea^h.''*^** 
shillings  an  head  for  neat  cattle  or  horses,  and  three  shillings  for  each 
sheep,  that  shall  be  turned  in  on  said  beach,  meadow  or  upland  ;  which 
penalty  shall  be  recovered  by  one  or  more  of  said  proprietors,  to  be  Penalty, 
chosen  in  manner  as  shall  be  hereafter  expressed,  or  any  other  person 
that  shall  iuform  or  sue  for  the  same ;  one  half  of  said  forfeiture  to 
him  or  them  that  shall  inform  or  sue  for  the  same,  the  other  half  to 
be  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  town  of  Falmouth. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  any  neat  cattle,  horse-kind  or  sheep  shall,  at  if  found  feeding 
any  time,  be  found  feeding  on  said  beach,  meadow  or  upland,  that  it  b"  impounded!" 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  to   impound  the  same,  imme- 
diately giving  notice  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  same ;  and  the 
poundkeeper  shall  relieve  the  said  creatures  with  suitable  food  and 

♦  Sic.  t  Signed  July  5,  according  to  the  record. 
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[Chap.  4.] 


Proviso. 


Preamble. 


LoJided  teams 
to  be  driven  in 
the  ancient  way. 


Penalty  for 
mowing  grass 
on  said  beach. 


Persons  to  be 
annually  chosen 
to  prevent 
breaches. 


Notice  to  be 
given. 


water  while  impounded ;  and  if  the  owner  thereof  appear,  he  shall  pay 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  each  neat  beast  or  horse,  and  eight- 
pence  for  each  sheep,  and  the  reasonable  cost  of  relieving  them, 
besides  the  poundkeeper's  fees ;  and  if  no  owner  appear  within  the 
space  of  three  days,  to  redeem  the  said  cattle,  horse-kind  or  sheep  so 
impounded,  and  to  pay  the  cost  and  damage  occasioned  by  impound- 
ing the  same,  then  and  in  every  such  case  the  person  impounding  such 
cattle,  horse-kind  or  sheep,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  sold  at  public 
vendue,  and  pay  the  cost  and  charge  arising  about  the  same, —  public 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale  being  given  in  the  said  town 
of  Falmouth,  and  in  the  towns  of  Barnstable  and  Sandwich,  forty- 
eight  hours  beforehand  ;  and  the  overplus,  if  any  there  be,  arising  by 
such  sale,  to  be  returned  to  such  owner  or  owners  of  such  cattle, 
horse-kind  or  sheep  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  next  after  such 
sale,  upon  his  demanding  the  same ;  but  if  no  owner  appear  within 
twelve  months,  then  the  said  overplus  shall  be,  one  half  to  the  person 
impounding,  and  the  other  half  to  be  returned  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
said  town  of  Falmouth,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  town. 

Provided, — 

[Sect.  3.]  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any 
of  the  owners  of  said  beach,  meadow  and  upland,  or  any  improving 
under  them,  from  turning  on  the  horse  they  ride,  or  cattle  improved 
in  their  teams,  to  feed  on  said  beach,  meadow  or  upland  while  they 
are  cutting  or  carting  thek  hay  off  said  beach  or  meadow. 

And  whereas  sundry  disorderly  and  evil-minded  persons  have,  of 
late  years,  unnecessarily  departed  from  the  ancient  cartway,  and  drove 
their  loaded  teams  in  different  places  over  the  said  beach  and  meadow, 
to  the  great  hurt  and  damage  of  said  proprietors,  — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  from  and  after  the  pubfication  of  this  act,  who- 
ever shall  presume  to  drive,  or  suffer  to  be  drove,  their  loaded  team  or 
teams  over  said  beach  or  meadow,  in  any  other  than  the  ancient  known 
and  common  way  over  the  same,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten 
shillings,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  manner  as  is  expressed  in 
this  act. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  from  and  after  the  pub- 
lication of  this  act,  shall  presume  to  mow  any  of  the  beach-grass 
upon  the  aforementioned  beach  between  Hogg  Island  and  the  lands 
of  David  Shiverick,  he  or  they  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the 
sum  of  forty  shillings  ;  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  is  before  expressed  in  this  act. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  said  proprietors,  at  a 
meeting  to  be  holden  some  time  in  the  month  of  March,  annually,  to 
chuse  one  or  more  person  or  persons  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  see 
this  act  executed,  and  to  prosecute  the  breakers  thereof,  who  shall  be 
sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  office  ;  and  in  case  any  person 
so  chosen  shall  refuse  to  be  sworn,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  ten  shillings  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Falmouth ; 
and  upon  said  refusal  said  proprietors  may  proceed  to  a  new  choice 
of  such  officer  or  officers  :  and  the  said  propriety,  at  a  meeting  warned 
for  that  purpose,  may,  at  any  time,  chuse  such  officers,  who  shall 
continue  in  their  said  office  till  their  next  annual  meeting  in  March. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  any  five  or  more  of 
said  propriety  to  call  a  meeting,  by  posting  up  notification  thereof. 
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under  their  hands,  at  least  fourteen  days  beforehand,  in  some  public 
place  in  said  town,  for  the  several  purposes  before  mentioned. 

[Sect.  8.]     This  act  to  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  seven  years  Continuation, 
from  the  publication  thereof,  and  no  longer.     [Passed  July  4*  ;  pub- 
^isJied  July  5. 


CHAPTER    5. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  THE  SEVERAL  ACTS  OR  LAWS  OF  THIS 
PROVINCE,  IMPOWERING  THE  SELECTMEN  OR  OVERSEERS  OF  THE 
POOR  OF  TOWNS  TO  BIND    POOR  CHILDREN  APPRENTICES. 

Whereas  the  acts  or  laws  of  this  province,  heretofore  made,  im-  Preamble, 
powering  the  selectmen  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  several  towns  i74o.4i.  chap.  20. 
in  this  province  to  place  and  bind  poor  children  apprentices,  do  not  "'*^-^^>'=''"i'^- 
impower  them  to  bind  and  place  any  poor  children  apprentices  other 
than  such  as  belong  to,  and  are  chargeable  for  support  on,  the  particu- 
lar towns  for  and  by  which  such  selectmen  or  overseers  are  chosen ; 
and  whereas  it  often  happens  that  poor  childi-en  and  minors  do  come, 
or  are  brought  into,  and  found  dwelling  in,  towns  to  which  they  do  not 
belong,  and  thereby  much   charge   and   expence   is   occasioned  and 
incurred,  either  for  the  removal  of  such  children  and  minors  to  the 
places  where  they  belong  (either  within  or  without  the  province),  or 
for  their  support  in  the  places  where  they  are  found,  wlien,  at  the 
same  time,  they  might  be  placed  and  bound  apprentices  in  the  towns 
where  they  are  found  dwelling,  as  much  to  their  own  benefit,  and  the 
benefit  of  the  public,  as  in  any  other  place,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  from   and   after   the  first   day  of  August,  one  Overseers,  with 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  twolusuccl,"^ 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  town  or  district  within  this  province  empowered  to 
where  any  poor  children  or  minors,  whether  male  or  female,  shall  chi'idren!'^ 
come,  be  left,  or  found  dwelling,  whose  ckcumstances  shall  be  such 
as  to  require  that  such  town  or  district  should  incur  any  immediate  ex- 
pence,  either  for  their  support  [or]  in  order  to  their  removal ;  and  such 
overseers  are  hereby  fully  impowered,  with  the  assent  of  two  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  in  which  such  town  or  district  lyes,  from 
time  to  time,  to  place  and  bind  apprentices,  any  such  poor  children 
or  minors  (although  such  poor  children  or  minors  are  not  by  law  the 
proper  charge  of  such  town  or  district) ,  for  their  support  in  case  they 
should  stand  in  need :  provided,  such  poor  children  and  minors  shall 
be,  at  the  time  of   placing  and   binding   them   apprentices,  in   other 
respects,  in  such  circumstances  as  that,  if  they  belonged  to  such  town 
or  district  where  they  shall  be  found,  they  would  be  subject  and  liable, 
by  virtue  of  any  act  or  law  of  this  province  heretofore  made  and  yet 
in  force,  to  be  placed  and  bound  apprentices  by  such  overseers  of  the 
poor. 

Provided,  also, — 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  males  shall  not  be  bound  for  a  longer  term  a gea  ascertain- 
than  until[Z]  they  [shall]  come  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  the  ®^" 
females  shall  not  be  bound  for  a  longer  term  than  until  [ij  they  shall 

*  Signed  July  5,  according  to  the  record. 
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[Chap.  6.] 


come  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years ;    and  that  provision   [slaall]  be 

made  in  the  indentures  whereby  the  males  shall  be  bound  out,  for 

To  be  Instructed  their  being  instructed  in  reading,  writing  and  cj^phering ;  and  in  the 


in  reading, 
■writing  and 
ciphering. 


Towns  not  to  be 
subjected  to 
their  support. 


indentures  whereby  the  females  shall  be  bound  out,  for  then-  being 
instructed  in  reading  and  writing,  if  they  shall  be  capable. 

Provided, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  no  proceedings  of  the  selectmen  or  overseers  of 
the  poor  in  binding  out  any  such  children  or  minors  as  apprentices, 
nor  their  serving  an  apprenticeship,  either  in  the  same,  or  in  any  other 
town  or  district,  shall  be  construed  or  understood  to  subject  the  town 
or  district  to  which  such  selectmen  or  overseers  shall  belong,  or  the 
town  or  district  wherein  such  apprentices  [hip]  shall  be  served,  to  the 
support  of  such  children  or  minors,  in  case  they  shall  afterwards  stand 
in  need  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  district  to  which  any  such 
child  or  minors  doth  or  shall  properly  belong  previous  to  his  or  her 
being  bound  out,  shall,  when  known,  be  liable  and  held  to  afford  such 
relief  as  by  law  they  would  have  been  subject  to  in  case  this  act  had 
never  been  made.     \_Passed  July  4*  ;  publisJied  July  5. 


CHAPTER    6. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  NEW  PLANTATION  CALLED  NUMBER  FOUR, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  GAGE- 
BOROUGH. 


Preamble. 


BouDds. 


Original  pur- 
chasers'  cove- 
nant -with  the 
settlors. 


Whereas  the  erecting  the  new  plantation  called  No.  4,  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  into  a  town,  will  greatly  encourage  and  forward 
the  further  settlement  thereof,  and  remove  many  difficulties  the  inhab- 
itants settled  there  at  present  labour  under,  — 

Be  it  therefore  eriacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  new  plantation  called  Number  Four,  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  bounding,  easterly,  on  the  new  township  called 
Number  Five  ;  southerly,  partly  on  the  new  township  called  Number 
Two,  and  partly  on  Ashuelot  Equivalent,  so  called  ;  westerly,  on  Lanes- 
borough  ;  and  northerly,  on  that  tract  of  laud  which  was  called  Number 
Six  (being  a  township,  which,  by  a  committee  of  this  court,  was,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two,  sold  at  public 
vendue,  to  Mr.  Noah  Nash),  — be  and  hereby  is  made  a  town  by  the 
name  of  Gageborough  :  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  hereby  invested 
with  all  the  powers,  privile[d]ges  and  immunities  that  the  inhabitants 
of  other  towns  within  this  province  by  law  enjoy. 

And  whereas  the  said  Noah  Nash  purchased  the  lands  of  the  said 
township,  from  the  province,  for  himself  and  divers  other  persons,  as 
original  purchasers  ;  and  the  said  purchasers  afterwards  surveyed  and 
laid  out  great  part  of  said  lands  into  lots ;  and  in  their  meetings  as 
proprietors,  have  divided  the  greater  part  thereof  among  themselves, 
to  hold  the  same  in  severalty ;  and  in  order  to  bring  forward  and  cora- 
pleat  the  settlement  of  the  same  lands,  and  for  fulfilment  and  per- 
formance of  the  conditions  of  the  grant  thereof,  the  purchasers  have 
been  disposing  of  such  lots  to  persons  who  have  engaged  to  settle 
thereon,  who  have  convenanted  with  the  original  purchasers,  to  do  the 
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duties   of   settlers,  and   to  pay  certain  proportions  of  the  cost  and 
charge  of  building  a  meeting-house  and  settling  a  minister  there,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  such  of  them  as  inhabitants  em- 
have  undertaken  to  settle  such  lots  and  to  contribute  any  part  or  pro-  powered  to 

1*1  ijii'ii*  *  t  »/l-  I  CUOObtJ  OII2C6r8a 

portion  towards  the  buildmg  a    meetmg-house  and   settling    a  min- 
ister, as  aforesaid,  together  with  such  of  the  original  purchasers  of 
said   lands  who  have  not  engaged  a  sufficient  number  of  settlers  in 
proportion  to  their  original  share  in  said  town,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, impowered,  at  a  meeting,  to  be  called  for  that  purpose  agre[e]  able 
to  the  directions  of  an  act  of  this  province,  made  in  the  twelfth  year 
of  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty,  Queen  Ann[e],  intitled    " An' Act  1712-13,  cbup.  9. 
directing  how  meetings  of   proprietors  of   land[s]  lying  in  common 
may  be  called,"  to  chuse  a  clerk,  treasurer,  assessors  and  collectors, 
and  any  other  officer  or  officers  that  proprietors  of  common  lands  may 
chuse  ;  the  votes  always  to  be  collected  according  to  interest ;  and  at 
such  meeting,  and  at  any  future  meeting  called  agre[e]able  to  the 
directions  of  this  act  aforesaid,  may  agree  upon  and  grant  any  sum  Grant  of  money 
.  or  sums  of  money  they  may  think  proper  for  either  of  the  purposes  on'thJ'o'i'r'inai 
aforesaid,  to  be  assessed  on  the  several  original  purchasers,  or  their  purchasers  or 
assignees,  of   land   there,  as   aforesaid,  according   to   their   interest  *  *-'"■  *'*'*'8"*-''-'''- 
therein  and  the  contracts  and  obligations  they  have  made  thereabout. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  proportions  of  the  several  original  pur- 
chasers in  said  lands,  and  the  assignees  to  whom  they  have,  res[)ec- 
tively,  conveyed  any  part  of  the  same  under  contract  of  doing  any 
share  of  the  settling  duties  aforesaid,  may  be  the  better  known  in  the 
said  town,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  each  and  every  of  the   original   purchasers,  by  original  pur. 
themselves,  their  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  shall  file,  with  the  an'acco °nt  ol' 
clerk  of  the  said  town,   within  three  months  after  his   choice   and  w»  share,  with 
acceptance  of  said  office,  an  account  of  his  original  share  in  the  said 
township,  and  the  share  or  proportion  of  said  duties   which  he  has 
engaged  to  perform,  and  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  several  persons  to 
whom  he  has  conveyed  any  part  of  his  lands  there  under  contract  of 
doing  any  settling  duties  there,  with  [an']  account  of  what  proportion  . 

of  such  duties  each  assignee  has  engaged  to  perform  ;  and  that  such 
account  and  list  shall  be  the  rule  by  which  the  assessors  shall  proceed 
in  making  such  assessments  against  any  person  [s]  as  original  pur- 
chasers, or  assignees  of  such  original  purchasers  ;  and  if  an[y]  such 
original  purchasers  shall  not  make  return,  to  such  clerk,  of  a  number 
of  assignees  engaged  to  do  and  perform  such  duties  of  settlement  as 
shall  be  his  proportion  of  duties,  according  to  his  share  of  said  lands 
there,  the  assessors  shall  assess  what  remains,  on  his  own  lands,  till 
such  original  purchaser [s]  shall  make  further  return,  to  such  clerk,  of 
any  other  or  new  assignee  of  any  of  his  lands  who  shall  have  engaged 
the  performance  of  any  part  of  his  duty  of  settlement ;  in  which  case, 
such  part  shall,  for  the  future,  be  set  upon  such  assignee. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  an[y]  such  original  purchaser,  or  any  of  their  Abscssom,  cm 
assignees,  shall  refuse,  or  neglect,  to  pay  any  taxes  that  may  be  set  p"''^'*  • 
on  them,  or  their  lands,  agre[e]able  to  this  act,  for  either  of  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  the  assessors  of  such  taxes,  that  shall  be  from  time 
to  time,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  impowered  to  make  sale  of  such  de- 
linquents' lands  there,  for  the  payment  thereof ;  they  conforming 
therein  to  the  directions  and  regulations  spec[e][i]fied  and  con- 
tained in  an  act  of  this  province,  now  expired,  that  was  made  in  the 


164 


Province  Laws.  — 1771-72. 


[Chap.  7. J 


1761-62,  chap. 
44. 


Liable. 


Penalty  in  case 
of  a  false  return. 


Perez  Marsh, 
Esq.,  empower- 
ed. 


second  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  "An  Act  to  sub- 
ject the  unimproved  lands  within  this  province  to  be  sold  for  pay- 
ment of  and  taxes  assessed  on  them  by  order  of  the  great  and  gen- 
eral court,  and  votes  and  agreements  of  the  proprietors  thereof,  and  to 
enable  proprietors  of  new  plantations  to  levy  province  and  county 
taxes  laid  upon  them ; "  reserving  to  all  the  said  proprietors,  whose 
lands  may  be  sold  as  aforesaid,  whether  living  within  this  province 
or  otherwise,  their  heirs  or  assignees,  a  liberty  of  redemption  of  such, 
their  lands,  they  paying,  for  the  purposes  in  this  act  mentioned, 
within  one  year  from  and  after  such  sale  made,  the  sums  for  which 
such  lands  shall  have  been  sold,  with  double  damages  until  the  same 
shall  be  redeemed. 

And  to  prevent  any  injustice  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town,  or  other  proprietors  of  lands  there,  by  means  of  any  false  re- 
turns against  him,  by  any  original  purchaser,  as  his  assignee  liable 
and  subject,  by  contract,  to  any  duty  of  settlement  which  he  has  not 
undertaken,  and  thereby  being  subjected  to  an  unreasonable  assess- 
ment upon  him  in  consequence  of  such  false  return,  — 

Be  it  enacted^ 

[Sect.  5.]  That  if  any  such  original  purchaser  shall  falsely  return 
any  person  as  his  assignee  of  any  lands  in  the  said  town,  and  as  liable 
and  engaged  to  do  any  duty  of  settlement  on  his  behalf,  which  such 
person  is  not  liable  or  engaged  toj)erform,  and  such  person  shall,  by 
means  thereof,  be  subjected  to  any  unjust  assessment,  against  the 
true  design  of  this  act,  and  shall  actually  suffer  any  loss  or  damage 
thereby,  he  shall  be  and  is  hereby  intitled  to  treble  damages  he  shall 
so  suffer  ;  to  be  recovered,  with  costs,  against  such  original  purchasers, 
by  action  of  debt,  to  be  bro't  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  he  [it]  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  Perez  Marsh,  Esq"^'^.,  be  and  hereby  is  impow- 
ered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  priucip[a]l[e]  inhabitant 
of  the  said  town,  requiring  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  said  inhabitants, 
in  order  to  chuse  officers  as,  by  law,  towns  are  impowered  to  chuse  in 
the  month  of  March,  annually ;  at  which  said  first  meeting  all  the 
then  present  inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  to  vote.  \_Passed  Jidyi*  ; 
published  July  5. 


CHAPTER    7. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  TH3  NEW  PLANTATION  CALLED  NO.  2,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  PARTRIDGE- 
FIELD. 


Preamble.  Whekeas  the  erecting  of  the  new  plantation  called  No.   2,  in  the 

county  of  Berkshire,  into  a  town,  will  greatly  encourage  and  forward 
the  further  settlement  thereof,  and  remove  many  difficulties  the  inhab- 
itants already  settled  there  at  present  labour  under,  — 

Be    it  therefore    enacted  by   the   Governor,  Council    and    House    of 
Representatives, 

Bounds.  [Sect.  1.]     That  the  new  plantation    called  No.  2,  in  the  county 

of  Berkshire,  bounding,  easterly,  partly  on  Worthington,  and  partly 
on  No.  5  ;  westerly,  partly  on  Ashuelot  Equivalent,  and  partly  on  the 
new  township   called  Hartwo[o][r]d;   northerly,- partly  on  the  new 
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townships  called  No.  4  and  No.  5  ;  and,  southerly,  on  said  Hartwood 
(being  the  township  which,  by  a  committee  of  this  court,  was,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two,  sold  at  public[k] 
vendue  to  Elisha  Jones,  Esq'^''^.,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others) ,  —  be 
and  hereby  is  made  a  town  by  the  name  of  Partridgefield :  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  are  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges 
and  immunities  that  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  within  this  prov- 
ince enjoy. 

And  whereas  the  said  Elisha  Jones,  Esq'^''^,  purchased  the  Original  propri- 
lands  of  the  said  township,  from  the  province,  for  himself,  Sh-  Fran-  wTh'tlfe'^seT.^"* 
cis  Bernard,  Bar[one]t,  and  Oliver  Partridge,  Esq'^''^,  to  hold  the  tii^rs. 
same  in  the  following  proportion  ;  vizi^'^.,  the  said  Sir  Francis  Bernard, 
one  third  part  thereof  ;  the  said  Elisha  Jones,  one  third  part  thereof ; 
and  the  said  Oliver  Partridge,  one  third  part  thereof ;  and  by  deeds, 
between  themselves,  mutually  executed,  settled  the  same  among  them- 
selves in  that  proportion,  excepting  three  publick  rights,  or  three 
sixty-thu'd  parts  of  the  said  township,  as  also  three  hundred  acres, 
5'et  undivided :  and  the  said  purchasers  have  surveyed  and  laid  out 
great  part  of  the  said  lands  into  one-hundred-and-fifty-acre  and  two- 
hundi'ed-acre  lot[t]s  ;  and  in  order  to  bring  forward  and  comple[a]t[e] 
the  settlement  of  the  same  lands,  and  for  the  fulfilment  and  perform- 
ance of  the  conditions  of  the  grant  thereof,  the  said  purchasers  have, 
each  of  them,  been  disposing  and  conveying  such  lots  to  persons  who 
have  engaged  to  settle  thereon,  and  have  convenanted  with  said  origi- 
nal purchasers,  respectively,  to  do  the  duty  of  set[^]lers,  and  to  pay 
certain  proportions  of  the  cost  and  charge  of  building  a  meeting-house 
and  settling  a  minister  and  making  necessary  roads  there, — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That   the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  such  of  them  as  Empowered  to 
have  undertaken  to  settle  such  rights,  and  to  contribute  any  part  or  offlcerV^" 
proportion    towards    the  building    a  meeting-house  and    settling    a 
minister  and  making  roads,  as   aforesaid,  together  with  such  of  the 
original  purchasers  of   said  lands  who  have  not  engaged  a  sufficient 
number  of  settlers  in  proportion  to  then*  original  share  in  said  town, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  empowered,  at  a  meeting,  to  be  called  for 
that  purpose  agre[e]able  to  the  direction[s]  of  an  act  of  this  prov- 
ince   made   in   the   twelfth   year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty, 
Queen  Anne,  intitled   "An  Act  directing  how  meetings  of  proprie-  1712-13,  chap.  9. 
tors   of      lands    lying   in    common    may   be    called,"    to    chuse    a 
clerk,  treasurer,  assessors,  collector  and  committee,  and   any  other 
officer  or  officers  that  proprietors  of  common  lands  may  chuse ;  the 
votes  always  to  be  collected  according  to  the  interest ;  and  at  such 
meeting,  at  or  any  future  meeting,  called  agre[e]able  to  the  directions 
of  the  act  aforesaid,  may  agree  upon  and  grant  any  sum  or  sums  of  —and  to  grant 
money  they  may  think  proper  for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  ™°°^y- 
be  assessed  on  the  several  original  purchasers,  or  their  assign [e]s,  of 
the   lands   there,  as   aforesaid,  according  to   their   several   interests 
therein  and  the  contracts  and  obligations  they  have  made  thereabout. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  proportions  of  the  several  purchasers  afore- 
said, in  said  lands,  and  the  assignees  to  whom  they  have,  respectively, 
conveyed  any  part  of  the  same  under  contract  of  doing  any  share  of 
the  settling  duties  aforesaid,  may  be  the  better  known  in  said  town,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  each  and  every  of  the  original  proprietors  afore-  Original  pur. 
said,  their  agents  or  attornies,  shall  file,  with  the  clerk  of  the  said  an^acco'un^of 
town,  within  three  months  after  his  choice  and  acceptance  of   said  hjs  share,  with 
o£Bce,  an  account  of  each  original  proprietor's  share,  and  a  list  of  the 
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names  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  he  has  conveyed  any  part  of 
his  lands  there  under  contract  of  doing  any  settling  duties  there, 
with  an  account  of  what  proportion  of  such  duties  each  assignee  has 
engaged  to  perform  ;  and  that  such  account  and  list  shall  be  the  rule 
by  which  the  assessors  shall  proceed  in  making  such  assessments 
against  any  persons  [as]  {^or']  assignees  of  said  original  purchasers ; 
and  if  any  such  original  purchasers  the[i]r[e],  their  agents  or  attor- 
nies,  shall  not  make  return,  to  such  clerk,  of  such  a  number  of  as- 
signees engaged  to  do  and  perform  such  duties  of  settlement  as 
shall  be  his  proportion  of  duties,  according  to  his  share  of  said  lands 
there,  the  assessors  shall  assess  what  remains,  on  his  own  lands,  till 
such  original  purchaser[s],  his  agent  or  attorney,  shall  make  further 
return,  to  such  town  clerk,  of  any  other  or  new  assignee  of  any  of  his 
lands  who  shall  have  engaged  the  performance  of  any  part  of  his 
duty  of  settlement,  in  which  case  such  part,  for  the  future,  shall  be 
set  upon  such  assignee. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  any  such  original  purchaser,  or  any  of  their 
assignees,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  any  taxes  that  may  be  set 
on  them  or  their  lands,  agreable  to  this  act,  for  either  of  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  the  assessors  of  such  taxes,  that  shall  be  from  time 
to  time,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  [e][z]mpowered  to  make  sale  of  any 
such  delinquent's  lands  there,  for  the  payment  thereof ;  they  conform- 
ing therein  to  the  directions  and  regulations  specified  and  contained 
in  an  act  of  this  province,  now  expired,  that  was  made  in  the  second 
year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  "An  Act  to  subject  the 
unimproved  lands  witlain  this  province  to  be  sold  for  payment  of 
taxes  assessed  on  them  by  order  of  the  great  and  general  court,  and 
votes  and  agreements  of  the  proprietors  thereof,  and  to  enable  pro- 
prietors of  new  plantations  to  levy  province  and  county  taxes  laid 
upon  them  ; "  reserving  to  all  the  said  proprietors,  whose  lauds  may 
be  sold  as  aforesaid,  whether  living  within  this  province  or  otherwise, 
their  heirs  [or]  [and]  assigns,  a  liberty  of  redemption  of  such  their 
lands,  they  paying,  for  the  purposes  in  this  act  mentioned,  within 
one  year  from  and  after  such  sale  made,  the  sums  for  which  such 
lands  shall  have  been  sold,  with  double  damages  until  the  same  shall 
be  redeemed. 

And  to  prevent  any  injustice  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town,  or  other  proprietors  of  lands  there,  by  means  of  any  false 
return  against  him,  by  any  original  purchaser,  as  his  assignee  liable 
and  subject,  by  contract,  to  do  any  duty  of  settlement,  which  he 
has  not  undertaken,  and  thereby  being  subjected  to  an  uureasonable 
assessment  upon  him  in  consequence  of  any  such  false  return,  — 

Be  it  enacted^ 

[Sect.  5.]  That  if  any  such  original  purchaser  shall  falsely  return 
any  person  as  his  assignee  of  any  lands  in  said  town,  and  as  liable  and 
engaged  to  do  any  duty  of  settlement  on  his  behalf,  which  such  per- 
son is  not  liab[e]l[e]  or  engaged  to  perform,  and  such  person  shall, 
by  suchiieans,  be  subject[ed]  to  any  unjust  assessment,  against  the  true 
design  of  this  act,  and  shall  actually  suffer  any  damage  or  loss  there- 
by, he  shall  be  and  is  hereby  intitled  to  treble  [the]  damages  he  shall 
so  suffer  ;  to  be  recovered,  with  costs,  against  such  original  purcliaser, 
by  action  of  debt,  to  be  brought  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Sect.  6.]  That  William  Williams,  Esq^""^.,  be  and  hereby  is 
[e][i]mpowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  princip[a]l[e] 
inhabitant  of  said  town,  requiring  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  said  inhab- 
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itants,  iu  order  to  chuse  such  officers  a,s,  by  law,  towns  are  [e][i] pow- 
ered to  chuse  in  the  month  of  March,  annually ;  at  which  said  first 
meeting  all  the  then  present  inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  to  vote. 
[^Passed  July  4*  ;  published  July  5. 


CHAPTEK    8. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  MADE  TO  PREVENT 
DAMAGE  BEING  DONE  ON  THE  LANDS  CALLED  NOBSCUSSET,  IN  THE 
TOWNSHIP  OF  YARMOUTH. 

"Whereas  the   act    made  and  passed  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  Preamble, 
late  majesty,  King  George  the  Second,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  1757-58,  chap.  8. 
damage  being  done  on  the  lands  lying  in  the  township  of  Yarmouth, 
called  Nobscusset,"  which  act  has  been  found  useful  and  beneficial, 
is  expired,  — 

Be  it  therefore   enacted  by  the    Governor,    Council    and   House   of 
Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  aforesaid  act,  and  every  clause,  matter  and  Actof  soth 
thing  therein  contained,  be  and  the  same  is,  hereby,  revived  and  shall  ^^edf^  ^^"  '"" 
continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  in  July,  which  will  be  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  to  the 
end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  such  person  or  persons  as  may  have  been  chosen  Persons  chosen 
at  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Yar-  empowered. ' 
mouth,  in  March  last,  to  see  to  the  observance  of  said  act  and  to 
prosecute  the  breakers  thereof,  or  that  may,  at  any  time  during  the 
continuance  of  the  said  hereby-revived  act,  be  chosen  or  appointed 
by  said  town  for  that  purpose,  are  hereby  as  fully  impowered  (being 
first  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  such  trust)  to  take  effectual 
care  that  said  act  be  duly  observed,  and  the  transgressors  thereof 
duly  prosecuted,  as  if  said  act  had  not  expired  ;  and  upon  his  or  their 
refusing  to  accept  of  and  be  sworn  to  such  office  or  trust,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  forfeiture,  to  be  applied  to  the  same  use,  as  is 
therein  mentioned ;  and  upon  such  refusal  the  inhabitants  of  said 
town  may,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  another  person 
or  persons  to  that  trust,  and  so,  toties  quoties,  during  the  continuance 
of  said  act.     \^PajSsed  July  4*  ;  published  July  5. 


CHATTER  9. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  TWO  PUBLTCK  MAGAZINES  FOR  THE  SAFE 
KEEPING  OF  POWDER;  THE  ONE  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  BOSTON,  AND  THE 
OTHER  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  WATERTOWN. 

Whereas  it  is  with  good  reason  apprehended  that  the  present  situation  Preamble, 
of  the  magazine  or  powder-house  on  the  common  or  training-field  in 
Boston  is  unsafe  for  lodging  and  keeping  the  great  quantities  of  gun- 

*  Signed  July  5,  according  to  the  record. 
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Two  powder- 
houses  to  be 
built;  one  in 
HniMti.  one  in 
Watcrtown. 


Powder  to  be 
removed  as  the 
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chief  shall 
direct. 


Forfeiture,  in 
case. 


Town  stocks  to 
be  under  the 
direction  of  the 
selectmen. 


Quantity  that 
may  be  kept  in 
private  shops. 


Keeper  to  be 
appointed  by 
the  comraander- 
in-cliief ; 


—  his  duty 


—  his  allow- 
ouce. 


powder  which  ai'e  commonly  placed  therein,  and  that  it  is  also  expe- 
dient to  have  another  public  magazine  out  of  the  town  of  Boston,  in 
addition  to  that  in  Charlestown,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the   Governor,   Council  and  House  of 
Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  two  public[k]  magazines,  or  powder-houses,  be 
built  of  stone  or  brick,  and  suitably  finished,  as  soon  as  may  be,  at 
the  publick  expence,  fit  for  stor[e]ing  and  safe  keeping  of  gunpowder  ; 
the  one  in  the  town  of  Boston,  behind,  or  at  the  north-western  end  of, 
the  hills  on  the  northern  side  of  the  common,  or  training-field,  there ; 
and  the  other,  within  the  town  of  "Watertown,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, in  such  place  in  said  town  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  a  committee 
that  may  be  appointed  by  the  general  assembly  to  build  said  maga- 
zine ;  and  that  from  and  after  the  finishing  such  new  magazines,  all 
the  gunpowder  in  the  present  magazine[s]  shall,  without  delay,  at  the 
expence  of  the  respective  owners  thereof,  be  removed  from  thence  into 
one  of  the  new  magazines,  or  into  both  of  them,  or  into  the  magazine 
at  Charlestown,  in  such  proportions  as  the  commander-in-chief  shall 
order ;  and  that  all  the  gunpowder  which  shall  be  imported  and 
landed,  in  the  port  of  Boston  aforesaid,  after  finishing  such  new 
magazines,  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  carried  into  and  placed  in  one 
or  both  of  them,  or  in  the  magazine  at  Charlestown,  according  to  such 
order  as  aforesaid,  and  not  el[e]s[e]where,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  all 
such  gunpowder  as  shall  be  lodged  or  kept  in  any  other  place ;  one 
moiety  thereof  to  and  for  the  use  of  this  province,  and  the  rest,  to  the 
informer ;  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint  or  information  in  any  court 
of  record  in  this  province.  And  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  gun- 
powder shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for  every  half-barrel 
of  such  gunpowder,  and  after  that  rate  for  every  greater  quantity, 
lodged  in  any  other  place  ;  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  in  any 
court  proper  for  the  trial  thereof,  by  him  that  shall  sue  for  the  same  : 
saving,  nevertheless,  that  the  ordinary  town  stocks  of  gunpowder,  of 
each  and  every  town  or  district  within  this  province,  may  be  placed 
and  kept  in  any  other  suitable  place  or  places,  as  the  selectmen  there- 
of, respectively,  shall  appoint;  and  that  a  quantity  of  gunpowder,  not 
exceeding  five-and-twenty  pounds,  may  be  kept  in  any  shop  for  sale 
(provided  it  be  kept  in  brass  or  tin  tunnels) :  saving,  likewise,  all  needful 
stocks  and  gunpowder  for  any  fort,  fortress  or  garrison  within  this 
province ;  which  may,  nevertheless,  be  lodged  and  kept  in  such 
fortress  :  saving^  also,  all  such  public[k],  or  provincial,  stocks  of  gun- 
powder as  by  the  commander-in-chief,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be 
ordered  to  be  lodged  in  any  other  place  or  places. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  a  keeper  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by 
the  commander-in-chief,  [by]  for  each  of  the  said  magazines,  who 
shall  duly  attend,  each  one,  his  respective  magazine,  at  such  hours 
and  times  as  shall  be  directed  and  ordered  by  the  commander-in-chief, 
for  taking  in  and  delivering  out,  all  such  gunpowder  as  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  be  wanted  by  the  respective  owners  thereof ;  and  whose  duty 
it  shall  be,  in  all  respects,  to  take  due  care  of  all  the  gunpowder 
therein,  for  the  preservation  thereof,  and  not  to  neglect  turning  the 
same,  once  [in]  every  month,  at  least,  as  long  as  it  shall  remain  there- 
in :  and  that  no  powder  be  taken  in  or  delivered  out,  but  between  the 
hours  of  sun-rising  and  sun-s[i][e]tting. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  for  all  gunpowder  which  shall  be  put  into  the 
said  magazines,  or  either  of  them,  saving  such  as  belong  to  the  public 
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stock,  there  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  respective  keepers 
thereof,  for  the  use  of  the  province,  one  shilling  for  each  barrel,  upon 
receipt  thereof ;  and  sixpence  for  each  barrel,  by  the  month,  for  three 
months  after  the  first  month  from  the  receipt  thereof  ;  and  fourpence 
for  each  barrel,  for  every  month  afterwards  ;  as  long  as  it  shall  remain 
therein  :  which  monies,  to  be  received  by  the  several  keepers  of  the 
said  magazines,  respectively,  they  shall  each  of  them  account  for, 
upon  oath,  to  the  commander-in-chief  and  the  council ;  and  the  same 
shall  be  applied  towards  defr[c]aying  the  charges  of  keeping  and 
attending  the  said  magazines,  managing  and  taking  due  care  of  the 
gunpowder  therein  ;  and  if  there  shall,  at  any  time,  be  a  deficiency 
for  those  purposes,  it  shal*  Uo  made  up  and  paid  out  of  the  province 
treasury  ;  and  if,  at  any  time,  there  should  be  a  surplusage,  it  shall  be 
paid  into  the  province  treasury.     [^Passed  and  published  July  5. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, ON  the  Eighth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1772. 


CHAPTEE    10. 

AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  EIGHT  THOUSAND 
FIVE  HUNDRED  POUNDS. 


Preamble. 


Appropriations 
of  £8,500. 


Whereas  there  was  no  provision  made  by  this  court  at  their  last 
session,  for  support  of  government  for  the  then  ensuing  year,  and 
whereas  the  treasurer  has  represented  to  this  court  that  he  has  a  suf- 
ficiency in  the  treasury  for  that  purpose,  which  is  not  appropriated,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  and  impowered  to 
apply  the  aforesaid  sum  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  to  dis- 
charge such  warrants  as  shall  be  drawn  on  him  by  the  governor,  with 
advice  of  council,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  following  appropriations ; 
viz.,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment 
of  the  grants  made,  or  to  be  made,  by  this  court ;  and  the  further  sum 
of  three  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  discharge 
of  debts  owing  from  this  province  to  persons  that  have  served  and 
shall  serve  them,  by  order  of  this  court,  in  such  matters  and  things 
where  there  is  no  establishment,  nor  any  certain  sum  assigned  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  writing,  printing  and  paper  for  this  court,  and 
such  repairs  of  the  province-house,  court-liouse  and  lighthouses,  as 
shall  be  made  by  order  of  the  general  assembly,  and  for  the  light- 
houses built  on  Thacher's  Island  ;  and  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  commissaries'  disbursements ;  and  the 
further  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  eight 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  the 
expences  of  Fort  Pownall ;  and  the  further  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  his  majesty's  council  and 
the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  serving  in  the  great  and 
general  court  in  the  present  year.     \_Passed  April  25,  1772. 
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CHAPTER    11. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISH- 
ING AND  REGULATING  THE  FEES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  OFFICERS,WITHIN 
THIS  PROVINCE,  HEREAFTER  MENTIONED." 

"Whekeas  the  act  intitled  "An  Act  for  establishing  and  regulating  Pro.-xmbie. 
the  fees  of  the  several  officers,  within  this  province,  hereafter  men-  26°^'°^'  *'*'*P' 
tioned,"  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  is  near 
expirinsr.  and  having  been  found  useful  and  beneficial,  — 

Be  It  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

That   the  act  aforesaid  be  continued,  with  all  and  every  article,  Continu.ition. 
clause,  matter,  and  thing  therein  contain'd,  and  shall  be  in  force  from 
the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the  general  assembly,  to  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  the  general  assembly,  and  no  longer.     [Passed 
April  25,  1772. 


CHAPTER    12. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INTITULED  "AN  ACT  FOR  GRANT- 
ING UNTO  HIS  MAJESTY  SEVERAL  RATES  AND  DUTIES  OF  IMPOST 
AND  TONNAGE  OF  SHIPPING." 

"Whereas  the  act  intitled  "An  Act  for  granting  unto  his  majesty  Preamble, 
several  rates  and  duties  of   impost  and  tonnage  of  shipping,"  made  ^^^o-'^i-  <^*'»p-  '^' 
in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  will  expire  at  the 
end  of  the  present  session  of  the  general  court,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

That  the  act  aforesaid  be  continued,  with  all  and  every  article.  Continuation, 
clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  and  shall  be  in  force  for 
the  term  of  one  year  from  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  1772,  and 
no  longer.     \_Passed  April  25,  1772. 


CHAPTER  13. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT,  MADE  IN  THE  FIFTH  YEAR  OF  THE 
REIGN  OF  HIS  PRESENT  MAJESTY,  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT 
THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  OYSTERS  IN  THE  SEVERAL  BAYS  AND 
RIVERS,  HEREAFTER  MENTIONED,  WITHIN  THIS  PROVINCE." 

"Whereas  it  has  been  the  practice  for  some  years  past  for  persons  to  Preamble, 
come,  with  their  vessels  and  boats,  into  the  rivers  and  bays  lying  either  .^j^"'"''^'  ''''"P' 
in  the   towns   of  "Wellfleet,   Freetown,   Swanzey,   Dartmouth,   Barn- 
stable, Yarmouth,  and  in  other  of  the  bays,  ports  and  rivers  within  this 
province,  then  and  there  to  rake  the  oyster-beds,  carry  away  from 
thence  large  quantities  of  oysters,  by  means  whereof  said  beds  are  Kecitai. 
almost  destroyed,  to  the  great  prejudice  both  of  the  English    and 
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Forfeiture,  in 
tailing  oysters 
within  the  time 
limited. 


—  how  to  be  re- 
covered and 
applied. 


Forfeiture,  for 
selling  oysters 
so  talcen. 


Proviso. 


Continuation. 


Indian  inhabitants  living  in  or  near  the  towns  aforesaid  ;  which  re- 
cited aci  is  found  insufficient  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  oysters  in 
the  district  of  Wellfleet,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  within  the  bay 
commonly  called  Billingsgate  Bay,  by  reason  that  many  persons  in 
the  district  of  Wellfleet,  and  in  the  towas  adjacent  to  Billingsgate 
Bay  make  it  a  constant  practice  to  take,  rake  and  sweep  the  oyster- 
beds  lying  within  said  Billingsgate  Bay,  principally  in  said  district  of 
Wellfleet  but  partly  in  the  township  of  Eastham,  at  unreasonable 
times,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  by  carrying  oysters  to  Boston  and  other 
ports,  in  hot  weather,  —  in  which  season  the  oysters  so  taken  are  not  so 
wholesome,  but  it  more  especially  prevents  their  growth  by  taking  them 
in  the  time  of  their  spawning  —  so  that  the  valuable  branch  of  business 
of  taking  oysters  in  the  bay  aforementioned  is  in  great  danger  of  being 
spoiled,  and  the  oyster-beds  totally  ruined,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
the  district  of  Wellfleet  and  town  of  Eastham,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  public  in  general ;   for  prevention  whereof  for  the  future,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  after  the  first  day 
of  May,  and  before  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  annually,  during 
the  continuance  of  tiiis  act,  presume  to  take  any  oysters  in  Billings- 
gate Bay,  before  mentioned,  in  any  part  thereof,  or  to  take  or  sweep 
said  oyster-beds,  within  the  times  herein  prohibited,  he  or  they  shall 
forfeit,  for  every  offence,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by 
action  of  debt,  or  presentment  of  a  grand  jury,  in  the  county  of  Barn- 
stable ;  one  half  tliereof  to  him  or  them  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  or 
inform  the  grand  jury,  and  the  other  half  to  his  majesty,  for  the  use 
of  this  government. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  sell  or  dispose  of 
any  oysters  taken  contrary  to  this  act,  shall,  for  every  offence,  forfeit 
forty  shillings,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  or  presentment  of 
a  grand  jury,  in  any  court  of  this  province  where  the  offence  is  com- 
mitted ;  the  last-mentioned  forfeiture  to  be  disposed  of  in  manner  as 
aforementioned. 

Provided,  always, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  hinder 
and  obstruct  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Eastham  or  dis- 
trict of  Wellfleet,  in  taking  oysters  in  said  bay,  to  eat,  fresh,  in  their 
own  families,  within  the  times  mentioned  in  this  act. 

[Sect.  4.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  from  the  first  day 
of  May,  1772,  to  the  first  of  November,  1775.  \_Passed  April  25, 
1772. 


CHAPTER   14. 

AN  ACT  TO  DETERMINE  THE  SHARE  WHICH  THE  POLLS  IN  THE  DIS- 
TRICT OF  GREENFIELD  SHALL  PAY  O*'  THE  SUMS  TO  BE  ASSESSED, 
IN  THE  SAID  DISTRICT,  FOR  THE  TIME  THEREIN  LIMITED. 


Preamble.  WiiEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Greenfield  are  apprehen- 

sive that  aa  assessment  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district, 
agreeable  to  the  general  law  of  this  province  respecting  the  propor- 
tion of  taxes  on  polls  and  estates,  for  want  of  a  true  and  just  valua- 
tion, will  be  very  unequal  and    oppressive,  and    has    for  years   past 
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been  found  productive  of  mauy  evils  to  said  district;  for  remedy 
whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  the  assessors  of  the  district  of  Greenfield,  for  the  time  being.  Specially  em. 
be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  directed,   from  time  to  time,  to  SnuiTuew*"' 
assess  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  district,  liable  by  law  to  be  taxed,  in  valuation, 
the  following  manner,  until  a  new  valuation  of  the  estates  in  this 
province  shall  be  compleated,  and  a  tax  shall  issue  thereon;  viz., 
that  one  moiety  of  all  the  taxes  that  shall  hereafter  be  laid  on  said 
district,  shall  be  assessed  on  the  polls,  the  other,  on  the  estates,  real 
and  personal,  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Greenfield  ;  the  assessors  ob- 
serving the  same  rules  and  directions,  in  all  other  respects,  as,  by 
law,  is  already  provided  ;  and  that  every  thing  the  said  assessors  shall 
do,  agreeable  to  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  good  and  valid,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  with  the  restrictions  above  spocilied  ;  any  law  or  usage 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     [_Pass!d  April  25,  1772. 


CHAPTER    15. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  ANY  PERSONS  OBSTRUCTING  THE  FISH  IN  THEIR 
PASSING  UP  SPRUCE  CREEK,  SO  CALLED,  IN  A  BRANCH  OF  PISCAT- 
AQUA  RIVER,  THAT  FLOWS  INTO  THE  TOWN  OF  KITTERY,  AND  TAKING 
AND  CATCHING  THEM  THEREIN  WITH   SEINES. 

Whereas  the  method  for  taking  and  catching  fish  in  a  certain  Preamble, 
branch  of  Piscataqua  River,  flowing  into  said  Kittery,  called  Spruce 
Creek,  with  seines,  hath  by  experience  been  found  greatly  tending  to 
obstruct  the  fish  in  theu"  passing  up  into  said  creek,  and  thereby  de- 
priving the  poorer  sort  of  people  of  the  necessaries  of  life  ;  for  remedy 
whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  from  the  first  Forfeiture,  f<.r 
day  of  May  next,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  shall  presume  to  t'raryfo^this'act. 
take,  kill,  or  hale  ashore,  any  fish,  with  seines,  in  the  said  creek  or  any 
part  thereof,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting,  upon  each  and  every  offence,  on 
due  conviction  thereof,  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings,  to  be  recovered  by 
action,  bill  or  plaint,  before  any  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  York ;  the  one  half  of  the  said  forfeitures  to  be  to 
and  for  the  use  of  the  said  town  of  Kittery,  the  other  half  to  him  or 
them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

[Sect.  2.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  Continuation, 
three  years  from  the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  no  longer.     \_Passed 
April  2b,  nn. 


CHAPTER  16. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INTITLED*«AN  ACT  FOR  ALLOW- 
ING NECESSARY  SUPPLIES  TO  THE  EASTERN  INDIANS,  AND  FOR 
REGULATING  TRADE  WITH  THEM  AND  FOR  PREVENTING  ABUSES 
THEREIN." 

"Whereas  the  act  intitled  "  An  Act  for  allowing  necessary  supplies  Preamble. 
to  the    eastern  Indians,  and  for  regulating  trade  with  them  and  for  a^f'*'^"*  '''"'P 

*  "Intituled,"  in  one  impression. 


174 


PnoviNCE  Laws.  — 1771-72.         [Chap.  17.] 


preventing  abuses  therein,"  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  present 
majesty's  reign,  is  near  expiring,  and  the  same  having  been  found 
beneficial  for  regulating  the  trade  with  the  same  Indians, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Eep- 
resentatioes, 
Continuation.  That  the  act  aforesaid  be  continued,  with  all  and  every  article, 
clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  and  shall  be  in  force  for 
the  term  of  one  year  from  the  twenty-eighth  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer.  [^Passed  April 
25,  1772. 


CHAPTEK    17. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND   CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE 
EXPIRED   OR  NEAR  EXPIRING. 


Laws,  revived 
and  continued. 


To  prevent 
horses,  &c.,  on 
Plumb  Island, 
in  Ipswicli  Bay. 
lTo9-40,  cliap.  8. 

To  prevent 
damage  to  Prov- 
incetown  lands. 
1740-41, chap.l5. 

Kegulating  as- 
size of  casks  and 
preventing  de- 
ceit in  packing 
fish  and  measur- 
ing grain. 
1742-43,  chap.  4. 

To  prevent 
damage  on  East- 
ham  Beach. 
1742-43,  chap.n. 

To  prevent  law- 
suits. 

1742-43, chap.25. 
To  prevent  mis- 
cliicl:  by  dogs  on 
the  i.sland  of 
Kautuckct. 
1743-44,  chap.  6. 
White-pine 
trees. 

1743-44,  chap.l4. 
To  prevent  dam- 
ago  to  the  har- 
bor of  Cape  Cod. 
1744— 45,  chap.27. 
To  prevent 
damage  to  Nau- 
eet  Meadow. 
174G-47,chap.27. 
Support  of 
miiiiaters. 
17oO-51,chap.21. 
Act  for  regulat- 
ing fences  and 
cattle. 

1750-51,chap.22. 
Act  to  empower 
the  proprietors 
of  the  first 
parish  in  Salem. 
1753-04,chap.  14. 


"Whereas  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  now 
expired  or  near  expiring,  have  been  found  useful  and  beneficial ; 
viz.,  one  act  made  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
majesty  King  George  the  Second,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  effectual 
preventing  of  horses,  neat  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  from  running  at 
large  or  feeding  upon  a  certain  island  called  Plumb  Island,  lying  in 
Ipswich  Bay  in  the  county  of  Essex ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being 
done  to  the  harbour  of  Cape  God  by  cattle  and  horse-kind  feeding  on 
Provincetown  land  ;  "  three  acts  made  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the 
same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  rendering 
more  effectual  'An  Act  for  regulating  the  assize  of  cask,  and  preventing 
deceit  in  packing  of  fish,  beef  and  pork,  for  sale,'  made  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ;  and  also  for 
preventing  fraud  and  injustice  in  the  measuring  of  grain  ; "  another 
act,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  unto  Billingsgate 
Bay  in  the  town  of  Eastham,  by  cattle  and  horse-kind  and  sheep 
feeding  on  the  beach  and  islands  adjoining  thereto  ;  "  the  other  act, 
intitled  ' '  An  Act  to  prevent  the  multiplicity  of  lawsuits  ;  "  two  acts 
made  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  same  reign;  one,  intitled  "  An 
Act  for  preventing  mischief  by  unruly  dogs  on  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket ; "  the  other  act,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  preventing  the  destruc- 
tion of  white-pine  trees  within  this  province,  and  for  encouraging  the 
preservation  of  them  for  the  use  of  the  royal  navy  ; "  one  act  made 
in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the.  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  for  preventing  damage  to  the  harbour  of  Cape  Cod  by 
cattle  and  horse-kind  feeding  on  Provincetown  lands  ;  "  one  act  made 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent 
damage  being  done  unto  Nosset  Meadow  by  cattle  and  horse-kind 
feeding  on  the  beach  adjoining  thereto ;  "  two  acts  made  in  the 
twenty-fourth  year  of  the  same  reign,  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  provid- 
ing for  the  support  of  ministers  in  new  plantations  ;  "  the  other  act, 
intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  '  An  Act  for  regulating  fences,  cattle, 
&c.  ; '"  one  act  made  in* the  twenty-seventh  year  of  the  same  reign, 
intitled  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  proprietors  of  the  meeting-house  in 
the  first  parish  in  Salem,  where  the  Reverend  Mr.  Dudley  Leavit  now 
officiates,  to  raise  money  to  defrey  ministerial  aud  other  necessary 
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cLiuges  ; "   three  acts  made  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of   the   same 
reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  securing  the  growth  and  increase  Act  for  securing 
of  a  certain  parcel  of  wood  and  timber  in  the  township  of  Ipswich  wood^aJTd^tim- 
and  Weuham,  in  the  county  of  Essex;"  another  act,  intitled  "An  berinipswich 
Act  for  appointing  assayers  of  potash  and  pearlash  ;  "  the  other  act,  nsVls^chai^h. 
intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  beach,  ham-  ^gfa^'efs^ofHSf 
oclvs  and  meadows  belonging  to  the  town  of  Scituate,  lying  between  amrpeariash?  ' 
the   southerly  end  of  the  third  Cliff,  so  called,  and  the  mouth  of  Acuo^^.tvenf ' 
the  North  River ; "  two  acts  made  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  same  damage  to  the 
reign;  one,  intitled  "An   Act  for  further  regulating  the  course  of  ^^''^^'^'^ "^ ^'=""- 
judicial  proceedings;"  the  other  act,  intitled  "An  Act  to   pi'event  ^^•^■^'^;.^f,^^^P^^- 
'damage  being  done  unto  Billingsgate  Bay,  in  the  town  of  Eastham,  thecourst-of 
by  cattle  and  horse-kind  and  sheep  feeding  on  the  beach  and  islands  Jij^^^^'^'proceeci- 
adjoining  thereto  ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  the  same  i"56-57,chap.28. 
reign,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  better  da'raagetoBii- 
rcgulatiug  the  Indians  ; "  one  act  made  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  .'{"^f^'*"'' ?'fy'? 

1  ■  •     J-   1     T    //    A  4     i    •  IT.  .       .   ,*'  tile  town  of  Kast- 

the  same  reign,  mtitled  "An  Act  m  addition  to  an  act   intitled  'An  ham. 

Act  for  the  regulating  of  fences,  cattle,  &c.  ; ' "  one  act  made  in  the  Act%ol''V^eguiat- 

thirty-third   year  of   the   same   reign,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent '"^^"'^'""s. 

1758—59   ch'in   6 

damage  being  done  on  a  beach  at  Monument  Ponds,  in  the  township  Act  for'  reguiatl 
of  Plymouth,  lying  between  the  lands  of  the  late  Thomas  Clark  and  |.°f^°g^  %c'^^^' 
Joseph  Bartlet,  deceased,  and  on  a  certain  tract  of  marshy  ground  iToS-a'g.ch'ap.  33. 
lying  under  water  there ; "   two  acts  made  in   the  first  year  of   his  damagf  lirMon. 
present  majesty's  reign;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  for  preventing   the  i'"^^\)^^i"'^%8 
stealing  and  clandestinely  conveying  sheep  away  from  the  island  of  Act  to  prevent ' 
Martha's  Vineyard,  in  Dukes  County;"  the  other  act,  intitled  "An  ^^^fhl'^^ 
Act  establishing  a  watch  for  the  safet}^  and  better  securing  the  good  vineyard. 
order  of  the  town  of  Boston  ;  "  two  acts  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  Act  eslabifJiiing 
the  said  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  proprietors  of  ^i  watch  m  the 
the  meeting-house  in  the  town  of  Newbur-yport,  where  the  Reverend  1T61-62,  chap^". 
Mr.  Jonathan  Parsons  officiates,  to  raise  money  to  defray  ministerial  ing^^ropHetm-s 
and  other  necessary  charges;"  the  other  act,  intitled  "An  Act  in  pf'tho meeting 
addition   to  the   act   intitled  '  An  Act   to   prevent  the   unnecessary  poit.*^^  ^^^' 
destruction  of  alewives  in  the  town  of   Middleborough  ; ' "   one   act  i"6^-65.  cbap.  7. 

1      •         ^  .1  oi  .,         .  •  1     1  i  i  ■^'^^  to  prevent 

made  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  said  reign,  intitled  "An  Act  to  em-  the  destruction 
power  the  east  precinct  in  Salem,  where  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Middi^bumugh. 
Diman  now  officiates,  to  raise  money  for  defreying  ministerial  and  1764-65, chap.  10. 

, ,  ,  i!         •  1  •       .    jj  ./       o  Act  empower- 

other  necessary  charges  of  said  precinct,    —  ingthee.ast 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Bepre-  g!|\'j*;j^'^'' *" 
sentatives,  i769-v6,  chap.  7. 

That  such  of  the  before-mentioned  acts  as  are  now  expired  be  Continued  to  the 
revived,  and  such  of  the  said  acts  as  are  not  yet  expired  be  con-  "  °  °^''  '"'■ 
tinned,  with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively 
contained,  and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  from  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer.  [^Passed 
April  25,  1772. 
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CHAPTEK  18. 

AN  ACT  TO  APPOINT   COMMISSARIES  TO  SETTLE  A  LINE  OF  JURISDIC- 
TION BETWEEN  THIS  PROVINCE  AND  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
William  Brattle,       [Sect.  1.]     That  William  Brattle,  Joseph  Hawley  and  John  Han- 
appo^n'ted'*'^"'  cock,  Esquires,  shall  be  commissaries  on  the  part  of  this  province, 
commissaries:    who  shall  be  commissionatcd  by  the  governor,  and  who  shall  have  full 
power,  and  who  are  hereby  authorized,  to  meet  with  commissaries  who 
are  or  may  be  appointed,  and  in  like  manner  authorized  and  impow- 
ered,  by  the  governor,  council  and  general  assembly  of  the  province  of 
New  York,  at  such  time  or  times,  place  or  places,  as  shall  be  agreed 
—their  power,    upou  and  determined  by  the  governor  of  this  province  and  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  province  of  New  York,  then  and  there  to  agree  upon  a  line 
of  future  jm'isdiction  between  the  said  provinces,  on  the  easterly  part 
of  the  said  province  of  New  York,  and  from  the  south  to  the  north 
boundaries  of  this  province ;  the  governors  aforesaid  being  present. 
And  such  line,  so  agreed  upon,  and  approved  of,  and  consented  to,  by 
the  said,  governors,  shall  be  presented  by  the  governors  aforesaid, 
respectively,  to  his  majesty,  for  his  royal  approbation  ;  and  being  rati- 
fied and  confirmed  by  his  majesty,  shall,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be  the 
line  of  jurisdiction  between  this  province  and  the  province  of  New 
York,  in  all  and  every  part  or  place  where  the  said  province  of  New 
York,  on  its  eastern  boundary,  shall  adjoin  on  this  province ;  the  true 
and  real  extent  or  boundary  of  this  province,  by  the  royal  charter, 
being  in  any  wise  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 
Commissaries  to       [Sect.  2.]     That  after  such  line  shall  be  so  agreed  upon,  approved, 
veyors*&cr       ratified  and  confirmed,  the  commissaries  appointed  by  this  act  are 
hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  employ  a  surveyor  or  surveyors, 
chainbearers,  and  such  and  so  many  other  persons  that  may  be  found 
necessary  to  perform  the  executive  part,  to  run,  mark  and  ascertain 
the  said  line,  in  conjunction  with  such  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
province  of  New  York,  for  that  province.     \_Passed  April  25,  1772. 


CHAPTEE    19. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  A  NUMBER  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  IN 
THE  WEST  PARISH  OF  ROXBURY,  WITH  THEIR  ESTATES,  INTO  A 
DISTINCT  PARISH  OR  PRECINCT. 

Preamble.  "W-HEREAS,  at  the  request  of  Messieurs  Eleazer  Weld,  Joseph  Brewer, 

John  Child,  Edward  Child,  John  Lowder,  Nathaniel  Wheaton,  Nathaniel 
Weld,  John  Coburn,  Nathaniel  Brewer,  Daniel  Harris,  Elijah  Whit- 
ney, Jonathan  Payson,  William  Pepperrel,  Ezra  Davis,  Samuel  Scar- 
borough, William  Williams,  John  Morey,  John  Lowder,  jun'r,  Eben- 
ezer  Weld,  Isaac  Williams,  Jacob  Davis,  William  Burroughs, 
Thomas  Weld,  .John  Foster,  Joshua  Loring,  Walter  Logan,  Edward 
Bridge,  Henry  Williams,  Samuel  White,  John  Keys,  George  Woods, 
Lemuel  Child,  Ezra  Davis,  jun'r,  Joseph  Weld  and  Ebenezer  Scott, 
—  all  inhabitants  of  the  west  precinct  in  Roxbury,  to  be,  with  their 
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lands,  set  off  a  distant*  precinct  or  parish,— at  a  legal  meeting  of  said 

west  precinct,  on  the  second  day  of   October  last,  the  said   parish 

voted  their  desire,  unanimously,  that  the    persons    aforementioned, 

with  their  estates  within  the  bounds  following,  should  be  set  off  from 

them  and  erected  into  a  seperate  and  distinct  parish,  and  to  join  with 

said  petitioners  in  petitioning  the  great  and  general  court  to  ratify 

and  confirm  what  said  west  precinct  had  done,  by  making  it  a  distinct 

parish;  viz.,  to  begin  at  Sawmill-Brook  Bridge,  so  called,  and  run  up  Boundg  of  the 

said  brook  until  it  comes  even  with  the  south-east  corner  of  Mr.  John  uoxbur^?""'' '" 

Child's  pasture  ;  then,  to  run  directly  to  said  corner  ;  then,  to  take  the 

stone  wall  for  said  line,  running  westerly,  until  it  comes  to  Mr.  John 

Harris's  pasture  ;  then,  to  keep  said  course  until  it  comes  to  Brookline 

line  ;  then,  to  take  the  lane  leading  by  Mr.  Daniel  Harris's,  from  the 

upper  road  to  the  lower  road,  to  be  the  line  ;  then,  the  nighest  distance 

from  the  end  of  said  lane  to  Stoney  River,  so  called,  to  be  the  said 

line  ;  then,  to  run  up  said  river  until  it  comes  to  Dorchester  line,  in  a 

small  swamp  or  meadow  near  Captain  Atherton's  pasture,  above  the 

bridge  leading  over  said  river  to  Mr.  Stephen  Chamberlain's  house,  — 

which  wiU  compleat  the  bounds  and  limits  between  said  new  proposed 

precinct  or  parish,  and  the  other  remaining  part  of  the  precinct,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  the  persons  aforementioned,  inhabitants  of  the  inhabitants  of 
west  precinct  in  Roxbury,  with  their  estates,  and  all  the  lands  within  get  rffVo'th""''' 
the  bounds  aforesaid,  be  and  hereby  are  incorporated  into  a  precinct ;  mwdio  parish. 
and  that  they  shall  and  hereby  have  all  the  rights,  privileges  and 
immunities  which,  by  law,  precincts  have  heretofore  been  vested  with. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq.,  be  and  hereby  is  empower-  Samuei  Dexter, 
ed  to  issue  his  warrant,  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  said  pre-  ^l\^  ilTue"war- 
cinct,  requiring  him,  in  his  maiesty's  name,  to  warn  and  notify  the  ra"'^  ^o":  calling 

,-,.■,-,.        °  ,1  .  1    ,  •  Ti  •  •!  tnc  first  meet- 

said  inhabitants  to  meet  together,  at  such  time,  and  place  in  said  pre-  ing. 
cinct,  as  by  said  warrant  shall  be  appointed,  to  chuse  such  officers  as 
may  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  precinct;   and  the 
qualified  inhabitants  so  met,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to 
chuse  precinct  officers,  accordingly.     \_Passed  April  25,  1772. 


CHAPTER    20. 


AN  ACT  FOK  mCORPORATING  THE  OVERSEEES  OF  THE  POOR  OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  BOSTON. 

"Whereas  many  charitably  disposed  persons  have  given  and  Preamble.  ^^ 
bequeathed  considerable  sums  of  money,  and  other  interest  and  -^  ^"'^•'  ^-^• 
estate,  to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  their  use,  and  many 
other  persons  are  well  inclined  to  make  charitable  donations  to  the 
same  good  pm-pose,  but  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  same  town 
not  being  incorporated,  the  good  intentions  of  those  who  have  made, 
and  those  who  incline  to  make,  such  charitable  donations,  have  been 
cither  wholly  frustrated  or  not  carried  into  full  effect,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]    That  the  said  overseers,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  poor  overaeer^a^of  the 
of  the  town  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  and  province  of  the  ,3'"''°'^^'°' 

•  Sic :  distinct  ? 
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Massachusetts  Bay,  be  created,  made,  erected  and  incorporated,  into  a 
body  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town 
of  Boston  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  Enghxud; 
and  that  they  and  their  successors  in  said  office  have  a  perpetual  suc- 
cession by  said  name. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 
—their  power.  [Sect.  2.]  That  all  and  singular  sum  and  sums  of  money,  interest 
and  estate,  real  or  personal,  of  what  name  or  nature  soever,  hereto- 
fore given,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  to  be  given,  granted,  bequeathed 
or  divised,  by  any  way  or  means  whatsoever,  to  the  poor  of  the  same 
town,  or  to  their  use,  not  exceeding  the  sums  and  value  in  this  act 
after  mentioned,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  and  shall  be,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  vested  in  the  same  overseers  and  their  said  successors, 
in  their  said  corporate  capacity  ;  and  they  are  hereby  enabled  in  the 
same  capacity  to  receive,  manage,  lease,  let  and  dispose  the  same, 
according  to  their  best  discretion,  to  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
poor  of  the  said  town. 

Provided,  always,  — 

And  he  it  hereby  enacted, 
ProvJBo.  [Sect.  3.]     That  the  said  overseers  shall  not  be  able  to  receive, 

or  be  capable  of  having  or  holding,  any  monies  or  personal  estate  of 
any  kind  or  nature  whatsoever,  at  any  time,  above  and  beyond  the 
sum  and  amount  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  lawful  money  of  this 
province  ;  accounting  and  reckoning  the  whole  monies  and  value  of  all 
the  personal  estate,  personal  securities  and  choses  in  action,  which 
they  shall  own  or  be  vested  withal  in  their  corporate  capacity,  together  : 
and  that  all  gifts  and  bequests  of  money,  or  personal  estate  of  any 
kind,  made  to  the  said  corporation,  or  which  by  the  tenor  of  this  act 
they  might  take  or  be  vested  with,  shall  be  utterly  void  at  all  times 
hereafter  when  their  whole  stock  in  monies,  personal  securities  or 
choses  in  action,  and  personal  estate  which  the  said  corporation  shall 
have,  own  and  be  vested  with  the  property  of,  shall,  taken  and  reck- 
oned together,  amount  to  the  said  sum  of  sixty  thousand  pounds. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  said  overseers  and  their  successors  in  said 
office,  by  the  name  aforesaid,  have  a  perpetual  succession  ;  by  that 
name  to  sue  or  be  impleaded  ;  by  its  said  corporate  name  to  purchase 
lands,  and  hold  them,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
lawful  money,  by  the  year  ;  and  to  manage,  lease,  bargain  and  sell,  or 
otherwise  dispose  of,  all  or  any  part  thereof,  and  do  all  other  acts  as 
natural  persons  may,  as,  from  time  to  time,  the  said  corporation  shall 
judge  best  for  the  benefit,  advantage  and  use  of  the  said  poor. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  said  corporation  shall  have  a  common  seal ; 
and  power  (and  the  said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized)  to  make  by- 
laws and  private  statutes  and  ordinances,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  the  land,  for  the  better  government  of  the  said  corporation  and 
its  finances  ;  to  chuse  a  treasurer,  clerk  and  other  subordinate  officers, 
as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  found  necessary,  and  all  or  any  of  them 
again,  at  pleasure,  to  displace. 

Be  it  further  enacted^ 
Acts  done  by  a        [Sect.  6.]    That  all  instruments  which  said  corporation  shall  law- 
vaiid''^*'^''^"'''  fully  make,  by  the  name  aforesaid  and  sealed  with  their  common  seal, 
and  all  acts  done,  or  matters  passed  upon,  by  the  consent  of  a  major 
part  of  the  said  overseers,  for  the  time  being,  shall  bind  said  corpora- 
tion and  be  valid  in  law.     \_Passed  April  25,  1772. 


To  have  per- 
petual succes- 
eloi). 


To  have  a  seal 
and  make  by- 
laws. 
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CHAPTER    21. 

AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  JONATHAN  GARDNER,  JUN'R,  AND  OTHERS 
THEREIN  NAMED,  INTO  A  SOCIETY  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MARINE 
SOCIETY  AT  SALEM,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX,  IN  THE  PROVINCE 
OF  THE   MASSACHUSETTS   BAY,   IN   NEW   ENGLAND. 

Whereas  a  considerable  number  of  persons  who  are  or  have  been  Preamble, 
masters  of  ships,  or  other  vessels,  have  for  several  j^ears  past  asso- 
ciated themselves  in  the  town  of  Salem ;  and  the  principal  end  of  said 
society  being  to  improve  the  knowledge  of  this  coast,  by  the  several 
members,  npon  their  arrival  from  sea,  communicating  their  observa- 
tions, inwards  and  outwards,  of  the  variation  of  the  needle,  sound- 
ings, courses  and  distances,  and  all  other  remarkable  things  about  it, 
in  writing,  to  be  lodged  with  the  society,  for  the  making  the  naviga- 
tion more  safe  ;  and  also  to  relieve  one  another  and  their  families,  in 
poverty,  or  other  adverse  accidents  of  life,  which  they  are  more  par- 
ticularly liable  to  ;  and  have  for  this  end  raised  a  considerable  com- 
mon stock ;  and  the  said  persons  associated,  as  aforesaid,  fiadino- 
themselves  under  ditiiculties  and  discouragements  in  carrying  on  the 
said  designs  without  an  incorporation  ;  and  Jonathan  Gardner,  jun'r, 
and  others  of  them,  having  petitioned  the  great  and  general  coiirt  of 
tliis  province,  in  their  ])resent  session,  to  be  incorporated  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid  ;  and  their  intention  appearing  laudable,  and  deserv- 
ing encouragement,  — 

Be  it  enacted  bj/  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
[Sect.  1.]     That  ^Jonathan  Gardner,    jun.,  John   Ropes,  Samuel  jon.-»tii.-ui  Gnr.i. 
AVebb,  William  Lylley,*  Amos  Mansfield,  T^Iichael  Driver,  Israel  Obear,  "f'^^^lr^i^^j™' 
Edmund  Needham,  Robert  Hale  Ives,  Larking*  Dodge,  William  Bart- 
let,  Joseph  Lambert,  Benjamin  West,  Edmund  Giles,  William  Sluman,* 
Samuel   Williams,    Josiah   Batchekior,*    John  Battnn,  John  Elkins, 
George  Crowinshield,*  Edward  Gebbant,*  Joseph  Lee,  Edward  Allen, 
Samuel  Grant,  Jacob  Crowinshield,*  Josiah  Orno,  Ebenezer  Ward, 
jun.,   Daniel  Howthorne,*  John  Darby,*  Cabot  Gerrish,  George  South- 
ard,   David   Masury,  Nathaniel  Knight.  John  Archer,  John    Berry, 
IIal)akkuk   Bowditch,  John  Bowditch,  Jonathan   Webb,  John   Fisk, 
William  Morgan,  Robert  Alwik,*  Jonathan  Mason,  Stephen   Cleve- 
land,   Benjamin   Warren,    Thomas    Frye,  Jonathan  Lambert,    jun., 
Henry  Higginson  and  George  Cabot,  the  members  of  said  society,  be 
incorporated  and  made  a  body  politic  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  by 
the  name  of  the  Marine  Society  at  Salem,  in  New  P^ugland  ;  and  that  —  lo  havo  inr- 
they,  their  associates  and  successors,  have  perpetual  succession  by  \!^oaf  ''"*^''®*' 
said  name,  and  have  a  power  of  making  by-laws  for  the  preservation  -powertomake 
and  advancement  of  said  bod}',  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  gov-  ^y-'*''*- 
ernment,  with  penalty — either  of  disfranchisement  from  said  society, 
or  of  a  mulct  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings, — or  without  penalties,  as 
it  shall  seem  most  meet ;  and  have  leave  likewise  to  make  and  appoint 
their  common  seal;  and  be  liable  to  be  sued,  and  enable  to  sue,  and  -tohaveacom 
make  purchases,  and  take  donations  of  real  and  personal  estate  for  hoTdeBtaJes"'* 
the  purposes  aforesaid:  provided, xhevQnts  of  the  real  estate,  together 

*  Tbc  fonowin<j  is  believed  to  be  the  correct  spelling  of  the  names  intended :  William 
Lilly,  Larkin  Dod.sie,  William  Sleuman  or  Slcwman,  Josiah  Hatchelder,  George  Crownin- 
Fhicld,  Edward  Gibaut,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Daniel  Hathorne,  John  Derby,  Robert 
Alcock. 
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Instruments, 
Talid  in  law. 


with  the  interest  of  the  personal  estate,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
five  hundi'ed  pounds  per  annum ;  and  to  manage  and  dispose  said 
estate  as  shall  seem  fit :  and  said  society  shall  have  a  muster,  dc])uty- 
master,  treasurer  and  clerk,  and  other  officers  they  shall  think 
proper. 

And  be  it  therefore  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  Marine  Society  shall,  on  the  second 
Thursday  in  June  next,  assemble  to  appoint  their  first  master,  deputy- 
master,  treasurer  and  clerk,  and  other  officers  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  and  their  seal,  and  make  by-laws  ;  and  said  officers  shall  con- 
tinue until  the  last  Thursday  in  October  next,  on  which  day  the  said 
Marine  Society  shall  meet,  annually,  afterwards  on  the  said  last  Thurs- 
day of  October,  annually,  at  Salem  aforesaid,  to  chuse  a  master, 
deputy-master,  treasurer  and  clerk,  and  other  officers  as  they  s)aall 
think  proper  ;  and  for  the  admission  of  new  members,  which  shall  be 
done  by  a  major  vote  of  the  members  present  at  said  annual  meeting ; 
and  to  make,-  alter  and  annul  theu"  by-laws  :  and  if,  by  reason  of  any 
emergency,  the  business  of  said  annual  assembly  cannot  be  compleatcd 
on  said  day,  thej^  may  adjourn  once  to  a  short  day  to  finish  it,  and 
no  more ;  And  said  society  shall  meet  at  said  Salem,  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day of  every  month,  for  all  other  business.  And  whenever  any  of  the 
officers  of  said  society  shall  die,  or  be  disabled,  or  remove  out  of  the 
government,  others  shall  be  appointed  or  elected  in  their  room,  at  the 
next  monthly  meeting.  And  all  instruments  which  said  society  shall 
lawfully  make,  shall,  when  in  the  name  of  said  society,  and  pursuant 
to  the  votes  thereof,  and  signed  and  delivered  by  the  master,  and 
sealed  with  their  common  seal,  bind  said  society,  and  be  valid  in  law. 
[Passed  April  25,  1772. 


CHAPTER    22. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  SET- 
TLEMENT OF  THE  BOUNDS,  AND  DEFREYING  OF  THE  PUBLICK  AND 
NECESSARY  CHARGES  ARISING  WITHIN  EACH  RESPECTIVE  COUNTY 
IN  THIS  PROVINCE,"  MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE  FOURTH  YEAR  OF 
THE  REIGN  OF  KING   WILLIAM  AND   QUEEN  MARY. 


Preamble. 
1692-93,  chap. 
27. 


Justices'  and 
grand  jurors' 


Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  settlement 
of  the  bounds,  and  defreying  the  publick  and  necessary  charges  aris- 
ing within  each  county  in  this  province,"  it  is,  among  other  things, 
enacted  that  the  votes  for  a  county  treasurer  shall  be  "in  writing,  and 
sealed  up  by  the  constable,  by  him  to  be  kept  and  returned  unto  the 
next  quarter  sessions  to  be  held  for  said  county,  there  to  be  opened 
and  sorted,  by  such  as  the  court  shall  appoint,  in  the  presence  of  the 
justices  ;*  the  person  having  the  majority  of  the  said  votes  shall  be 
treasurer  of  such  county  for  that  year,  and  be  sworn  before  said 
court"  ;  and  whereas  divers  and  great  incouveniencies  have  frequently 
arisen  in  consequence  of  the  returning  of  the  votes,  for  a  county 
treasurer,  being  only  by  the  constable  of  the  then  year  ;  for  remedy 
whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
[Sect.  1.]     That  for  the  future  any  of  the  justices  of  the  county, 
or  either  of  the  grand  jurors  of  the  then  present  or  next  preceeding 


•  "  and  "  omitted. 


scenoral  w'HKions. 
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year,  living  in  the  same  town,  and  they  shall  have  the  same  power  to  power  to  return 
return  the  votes  of  the  several  towns  in  the  respective  counties  in  this  '*"**' 
province  for  a  county  treasurer,  as  by  said  law  the  constables  had  and 
now  have. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2.]    That  the  votes  for  county  registers,  collected  and  sealed  Each  town  to 
up  according  to  the  law  now  in  being,  shall  be  returned   from   the  cou"™  7egf«feJ, 
several  towns  in  each  county,  to  the  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  *"*^;"„^""'V;1,' 
peace  in  said  counties, respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  """'""   '""""' 
for  by  this  act,  for  the  return  of  the   votes  for   county  treasui'ers. 
\_Passed  April  25,  1772. 

Notes.  —  There  were  two  sessions  of  the  General  Court,  this  year,  both  held  at  Cam- 
bridge. 

Between  the  date  of  issuing  writs  for  the  new  Assembly,  and  the  first  day  of  the  ses- 
sion. Gov.  Hutchinson  wrote  to  Lord  Hiilsl^orough  snggesting  that  but  for  the  uninter- 
rupted practice,  for  eighty  years,  to  the  contrary,  "  it  would  have  been  we"  \varranted  and 
it  would  have  strengthened  Government  if  the  Governor  could  have  continued  a  House  of 
Representatives  that  slioiild  l)e  well  disposed  ",  —  l)y  omirtnig  to  is:-ue  the  customary 
annual  writs  for  the  choice  of  representatives,  since  he  could  "  lind  no  Clause  in  the  Char- 
ter which  makes  a  new  House  of  Rein'esentatives  necessary  every  year." 

At  the  first  session,  which  began  May  29th  and  ended  July  5tb,'  nine  acts  were  passed, 
the  engrossments  of  three  of  which —  chapters  2,  3  and  4  —  are  missing.  The  second  ses- 
sion began  April  8th,  and  was  dissolved  April  25,  1772.  During  this  session  thirteen  pub- 
lic acts  were  passed,  of  which  none  of  the  engrossments  have  been  found.  At  this  ses- 
sion, also,  a  private  act  was  passed,  the  engrossment  of  which  is  preserved.  It  bears  the 
following  title:  — 

"  An  Act  to  change  the  Christian  name  of  William  Clark  Tyler  from  William  Clark  to 
Royall."—  [Passed  April  2o,  1772. 

All  the  public  acts  of  this  year  were  printed. 

The  acts  of  the  first  session  were  duly  certified  for  transmission  July  9,  1771,  and  these, 
together  with  the  Governor's  letter  accompanying  his  "remarks,"  and  dated  July  16,  had 
been  received  by  the  Board  of  Trade  sometime  before  the  fifth  of  September,  following, 
on  which  day,  it  appears,  they  were  sent  by  the  latter  to  the  Privy  Council.  On  the  25th, 
they  were  referred,  in  regular  course,  to  a  committee,  and  by  this  committee  they  were 
referred  back  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Oct.  4, 1771.  They,  together  with  the  acts  of  the  last 
session  of  the  previous  year,  appear  to  have  been  read  by  the  Board,  Dec.  12,  1771,  and 
immediately  referred  to  Mr.  Jackson,  for  his  opinion  thereon,  who,  on  the  next  day,  re- 
ported "  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  said  Acts  are  proper  in  point  of  law."  Mr. 
Jackson's  report  was  received  Dec.  18th,  and  was  read  and  considered  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Board,  Feb.  27, 1772,  when  the  draughts  of  a  report  to  the  lords  of  the  committee  of  the 
Privy  Council,  and  of  a  letter  to  Gov.  Hutchinson,  on  chapter  2.j  of  1770-71,  and  chapter 
2  of  this  year,  were  ordered  to  be  prepared.  This  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  ia 
dated  Mar.  4,  1772,  concludes  as  follows :  "We  see  no  reason  why  Your  Lordships  may 
not  if  you  think  fit  recommend  to  bis  Majesty,  for  his  Majesty's  Royal  Confirmation  such 
of  these  Laws  as  have  not  expired  Ijy  their  own  limitation." 

Tne  acts  of  the  second  session  were  certified  for  transmission  May  7, 1772,  and,  together 
with  Gov.  Hutchinson's  letter  dated  May  8,  which  accompanied  his  remarks,  were  re- 
ceived by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  seventeenth  of  June.  They  were  read  the  next  day, 
and  immediately  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the  clerk,  in  waiting,  of  the  Privy  Council. 
On  the  19th,  they  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  plantation  affairs,  by  whom  they  were 
considered,  July  1st,  and,  the  same  day,  referred  back  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  Board 
of  Trade  received  them  July  6th;  and,  on  the  29th,  the  order  of  the  Privy  Council  referring 
them  back,  was  read,  and  the  acts,  and  this  order,  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Jack- 
son, for  his  opinion  thereupon.  Mr.  Jackson's  report  bears  date  July  14, 1772,  which  is 
fifteen  days  earlier  than  the  date  of  the  order  of  reference  to  him.  There  seems  to  be  no 
error  in  this  date,  inasmuch  as  it  is  confirmed  by  the  endorsement  of  the  date  of  the  re- 
ception of  Mr.  Jackson's  report,  l)v  the  Lords  of  Trade,  which  is  July  fifteenth.  This 
report  was  read  at  the  Board,  March  18,  1773,  when  it  was  ordered  that  chapters  20  and 
21  "  should  be  taken  into  further  consideration  on  Tuesday  next."  Accordingly,  on  that 
day,  these  acts  were  again  considered,  and  chapters  20  and  21  specially  referred  to  Mr. 
Jackson  for  reconsideration.  This  order,  the  letter  accompanying  it,  and  the  report  of 
Mr.  Jackson,  are  given  in  full  in  the  note  to  chapter  21,  ^os^ 

Chap.  1.  "  June  18,  1765.  A  Petition  of  Isaac  Stevenson,  David  Patterson  and  Isaac 
Hunter  dwelling  on  that  part  of  Belchertown  that  lies  South  of  Pelhani  and  between  the 
West  branch  and  middle  branch  of  Swift  River  —  Setting  forth  —  That  their  belonging  to 
Belchertown  is  attended  with  such  difficulties,  that  they  have  applied  to  the  said  Town  to 
setthemofiFfrom  them,  and  that  the  said  Town  have  consented  to  set  them  off  accord- 
ingly ;  and  that  the  Town  of  Greenwich  wherein  they  can  be  better  accommodated,  hath 
voted  their  Consent  to  receive  them.  And  praying  that  the  said  Lands  may  accordingly 
be  set  off  from  Belchertown  to  the  Town  of  Greenwich. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Petitioners  with  all  the  Lands  South  of  Pelham,  West  of  Greenwich 
and  East  of  the  West  branch  so  called  of  Swift  River  be,  and  they  are  hereby  annexed  to 
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the  Town  of  Greenwich,  and  hereafter  do  duty  and  enjoy  priviledges  with  the  other  In- 
habitants of  said  Town  of  Greenwich  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Nonconcurred.  And  Ordered  that  the  further  consideration  of 
this  petition  be  referred  to  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  this  Court.  In 
the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XX  VI.,  p.  41. 

"  Api-.  26, 1771.  A  Petition  of  Isaac  Stevenson  and  others  of  Belcherston  Praying  to  be 
set  off  to  Greenwich  —as  entered  the  is  day  of  June  1765  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  aforesaid  be 
granted,  and  that  all  the  Lands  in  Belcherston  lying  East  of  the  West  Branch  of  Swift 
River  and  South  of  Pelham,  together  with  the  Inhabitants  who  now  do,  or  hereafter  may 
live  on  the  same,  be  and  hereby  are  annexed  to  the  said  Town  of  Greenwich,  there  to  do 
duty  and  receive  privilege,  and  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accord- 
ingly at  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred."  — 
Ibid.,  vol.  XXVIII., p.  569. 

"  A  Law  for  altering  or  extending  the  bounds  of  a  Town."  —  Remark  of  Gov.  Hutchin- 
son to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  July  16,  1771 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T."  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  18. 

Chap.  2.  The  act  of  1770-71,  chapter  25,  repealed  the  act  of  1766-67,  chapter  14,  but 
did  not  repeal  the  act  of  1769-70,  chapter  18,  which  contained  the  same  provisions  for 
holding  courts  at  Pittsfield  and  Great  Barrington.  To  more  effectually  accomplish  the 
purpose  of  the  act  of  1770-71,  chapter  25,  this  act  was  passed,  repealing  all  former  laws 
relative  to  the  holding  and  sitting  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  Court  of 
Sessions,  in  Berkshire  County,  and  establishing,  for  the  future,  the  same  times  mid  places 
that  were  intended  to  be  fixed  in  the  act  of  the  previous  year,  besides  providing  for  an 
extraordinary  session  for  the  current  year,  at  Great  Barrington,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
September.  —  See,  ante,  note  to  1770-71,  chap.  25. 

"A  Law  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  Courts  in  a  small  remote  County." — Ibid. 

Chap.  3.  "  A  Law  for  a  valuation  of  the  Estate  of  the  several  Towns  in  order  to  settle 
a  rule  for  Taxation. 

The  like  law  has  passed  once  in  a  few  years  ever  since  the  Charter  with  no  material 
variations." — Ibid. 

Chap.  4.  "  Apr.  12,  1771.  A  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Meadow, 
Upland  and  Beach,  called  Great  and  Little  Scipuisset,  praying  that  some  effectual  Method 
may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  Ruin  of  their  Land,  the  Danger  of  which  is  set  forth  in  the 
Petition. 

Read  and  committed  to  Mi-.  Billings,  Brigadier  Prehble,  and  Mr.  Ingersol  of  Great-Bar- 
rington."  —  House  Journal,  p.  211. 

"  Apr.  15,  1771.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Beach  Meadow  and  Upland  called  Scipuisset,  reported. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Purpose  of  their 
Tetition."  —  Ibid.,  p.  218. 

"Laws  [chaps.  4  and  8.]  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Inhabitants  within  the  particular 
Town  which  they  respect.  Many  Laws  of  the  like  tenor  have  been  made  for  other  Towns 
and  found  beneficial." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  July  16,  1771 :  "  Mass. 
Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  18. 

Chap.  6.  June  5,  1771.  A  Petition  of, the  Proprietors  of  Lands  called  No.  Four, 
praying  to  be  incorporated. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley  bring  in  a  Bill."  —  House  Journal,  p.  24. 

"  Laws  [Chapters  6  and  7.]  for  Incorporating  Townships  from  new  Settlements  and  are 
in  usual  form  with  power  of  sending  Representatives  to  the  General  Court." — Gov. 
Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  July  16,  1771 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o  ,  18. 

The  territory  to  which  this  act  applies  was  the  fourth  of  ten  tracts  or  lots  of  the  public 
domain,  sold,  June  11,  1762,  and  was  purchased  by  Noah  Nash,  of  Ilatliekl,  for  himself 
and  his  associates.  Hence  it  derived  the  name,  "  Nvunber  Four,"  by  which,  as  well  as 
"  Williamsburgh,"  it  was  known  previous  to  its  incorporation.  In  1765,  the  Legislature 
ratified  the  proceedings  of  past  meetings  of  the  proprietors,  and  gave  the  latter  authority 
to  convey  lands,  and  to  take  other  measures  looking  to  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  lands 
as  a  township. 

The  petition  for  incorporation  has  disappeared  from  the  public  files ;  but  a  fuller  account 
of  previous  and  subsequent  proceedings  rela^ng  to  the  establishment  of  the  town  will 
appear  in  the  note  to  1778-79,  chapter  23,  post,  by  which  its  name  was  changed  to  Wmdsor. 

Chap.  7.  "  June  5, 1771.  A  Petition  of  Thomas  Miller,  and  others,  Proprietors  of  cer- 
tain Lands,  called  No.  Two,  praying  to  be  incorporated. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly."  —  House  Journal, 
p.  23.  —  See  note  to  chapter  6,  supra. 

Chap.  8.    See  note  to  chapter  4,  ante. 

Chap.  9.  "Mar.  11,  1771.  The  Petition  of  a  large  number  of  the  Inhabitants  setting 
forth  « That  on  account  of  the  many  fatal  Accidents  that  happen  by  the  exiJlosion  of 
Magazines  of  Powder  in  large  &  populous  Citys,  they  apprehend  their  lives  and  proper- 
ties in  common  with  the  rest  of  their  Fellow  Citizins;  to  be  very  insecure  from  the 
Powder-house  being  situated  where  it  now  is,  and  therefore  praying  the  Town  to  take  the 
matter  into  Consideration  and  make  such  Application  as  they  shall  think  effectual  for  its 
removal'  was  read  and  considered  —  whereupon  the  Question  was  put — Whether  the 
Town  will  make  Application  for  the  removal  of  the  Powder-house  out  of  this  Town  to  a 
place  of  greater  safety  —  Passed  in  the  Affermotive  —  also 
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Voted,  thattlie  Selectmen  bo  and  bercljy  arc  ajipointcd  a  Cominittee  to  prepare  a  Peti- 
tion to  the  General  Court  prating  tbe  removal  of  the  Powder  House  out  of  this  Town, 
and  to  Report  at  the  Adjournment." — Petition  to  the  town,  in  Uncords  of  the  Toicn  of 
Boston,  1767-1774,  p  -285. 

"  Mar.  27,  1771.  By  Order  of  the  Town  at  their  hitc  Meeting  the  following  Petition  was 
delivered  our  Representative  M"^.  Hancock  in  order  to  he  presented  at  the  ensuing 
Sessions  — 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq  Governor  in  Chief,  the  HonMe  the  Council 
&  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  — 

The  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  in  Town 
Meeting  Assembled      March  19,  1771  — 

Humbly  sheweth  —  That  considering  the  many  &  fatal  accidents  that  happen  by  the 
explosion  of  Magazines  of  powder  in  large  &  populous  Citys  yotir  Petioners  apprehend 
their  lives  and  property,  to  be  very  insecure  from  the  powder  house  being  situate  where 
it  now  is,  more  especially  as  they  are  inforned  it  has  at  times  contained  several  thousand, 
casks  of  gun  powder 

That  they  are  apprehensive  not  only  on  account  of  what  the  Town  may  suffer  if  so  tor- 
rilile  a  Catastrophy  should  be  realized  l)ut  for  the  Community  in  general  as  near  the 
whole  quantity  of  powder  in  the  Province  would  be  thereby  lost  and  perhaps  at  a  time 
whon  we  are  upon  the  eve  of  a  war  — 

Your  Petitioners  would  therefore  intreat  that  the  Honi)'.*  Court  will  be  pleased  to  take 
this  petition  into  their  wise  consideration,  &  order  the  i-emoval  of  the  powder  of  that 
magazine  to  a  place  or  places  of  greater  safety  &  as  in  duty  bound  &<"  — 

By  Order  of  the  Town  — 

Mem  sign'd  by  all  the  Selectmen  except  M^  Ruddock."  —  Selectmen's  Minutes  1769- 
1773,  p.  110. 

"  Apr.  5,  1771.  A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  setting  forth  the 
great  Danger  to  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  by  Reason  of  the  Magazine  of  Powder 
being  kept  there,  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  removed. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  Brigadier  Ruggles,  Capt.  Darby,  Capt.  Heath,  Capt.  Thayer 
and  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Worcester,  consider  this  Petition  and  report."  —  House  Journal,  p.  190. 

"  Apr.  24,  1771.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Bos- 
ton, praying  that  the  Magazine  of  Powder  in  said  Town  may  be  remov'd  to  some  Place  of 
greater  Safety  to  the  Inhabitants,  reported,  that  it  would  be  for  the  Interest  of  the  Prov- 
ince and  Safety  of  the  Town  to  remove  the  present  Magazine ;  and  that  there  be  two  Mag- 
azines, viz.  the  one  in  the  Town  of  Boston  on  the  Back  of  the  Hills  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Common,  and  the  other  within  the  Bounds  of  Watertoion,  at  such  Place  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  for  the  Purpose,  and  that  the  Petitioners  have  Leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly.  Accepted,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill."  —  Ibid.,  p.  239. 

"  July  4,  1771.    In  the  House  of  Representatives.    Ordered  that  Mf  Hancock,  Cap'. 
Thayer  and  M^  Re-mington  with  such  as  the  hon^'e  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  in  the 
recess  of  this  Court  to  see  to  the  Building  two  public  Magazines  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
powder,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  this  Court  passed  in  the  present  Session. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  William  Brattle  and  Thomas  Hubbard  Esq"  are 
joined  in  the  affair.    Consented  to  by  the  Governor."—  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX., 

"  a'  Law  for  erecting  new  Magazines,  the  Inhabitants  of  Boston  apprehending  the 
present  Magazine  more  likely  to  destroy  great  part  of  the  Town  in  case  of  an  explosion 
than  where  It  is  proposed  to  be  placed.  The  whole  direction  of  the  Powder  is  reserved  to 
tiie  Governor  more  fully  than  by  the  former  Act."  — Goij.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  July  16,  1771 :  '*  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  18. 

Chap.  10.    "  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  —  ^  t^     ^      u- t. 

Upon  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  Treasury  I  find  there  are  surplusses  of  Funds  which 
have  been  established  for  the  payment  of  Sums  borrowed  for  the  charges  of  Governnient 
in  past  years  and  these,  together  with  other  unappropriated  stock,  are  more  than  equal  to 
the  sum  which  is  necessary  to  satisfy  the  present  demands  upon  the  Treasury  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  service  of  the  advancing  year.  .      .      ,  ^i. 

The  Treasurer  will  lay  before  you  the  state  of  the  Treasury  and  an  estimate  of  the  sam 
requisite  for  its  supply.    It  is  with  you  to  originate  such  a  Bill  as  you  shall  judge  ^oper. 
—  Extract  from  speech  of  Gov.  Hutchinson,  Apr.  8,  1772 :  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIJL., 

^' "  Apr.  22,  1772.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  "Whereas  it  is  found  upon  enquiry 
that  there  is  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  in  ready  money  in  the  Irea- 
sury,  which  is  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  the  demands  on  the  Treasury  until  the  De- 
giningof  June  next  — Resolved  that  there  be  appropriated  out  of  that  sura  the  sum  ot 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds  for  the  purposes  hereafter  mentioned  viz'  for  Grants 
two  thousand  pounds;  Commissarvs  disbursements  one  hundred  pounds;  Debts  wnere 
there  is  no  Establishment  two  thousand  pounds;  for  Fort  Pownall  six  hundred  pounds; 
for  the  pav  of  the  General  Court  two  thousand  pounds.  And  that  the  Province  ireasurer 
is  hereby  directed  in  his  payments  to  govern  himself  accordingly.  In  Council,  Keaa  ana 
Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  189>.  „  „„  ^  ..       _„-ti,  ♦!,« 

♦'  Apr,  23,  1772.    The  Secretary  went  down  to  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  with  tne 
following  Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  vizt 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  —  ,  - 

The  Secretary  has  laid  before  me  a  Resolve  of  the  House  concurred  by  the  BoarafOT 
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for  the  service  of  f  je  Government,  but  that  all  sncli  supplies  be  made  by  an  Act  or  Acts. 
As  no  possible  advantage  can  arise  to  the  Province  by  this  new  method  of  Supply,  I  must 
recommend  to  the  House  to  conform  to  what  has  been  the  practice  ever  since  I  have  had 
any  knowledge  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  Province.      T.  Hutchinson."  —  Ibid.,  p.  190. 

"  I  find  upon  inquiiy  into  the  state  of  the  Treasury  there  are  surplusses  of  former  funds 
Buflicicnt  to  defray  the  ordinary  charges  of  Oovcrnmt  at  least  for  one  year  to  come  when 
they  are  appropriated  to  that  purpose  which  I  will  recommend  to  the  Assembly  that  I 
may  keep  off  the  dispute  about  the  Tax  in  which  the  people  in  general  are  warmly  though 
very  erroneously  engaged  and  I  hope  by  giving  them  time  they  will  grow  more  calm  as 
they  have  done  in  other  instances  and  that  truth  will  finally  prevail."  —  Extract  from  let- 
ter of  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  Mar.  12,  1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T."  vol.  81, 
O.  o.,  41. 

"  This  Law  is  only  for  appropriating  Monies  lying  in  the  Treasury  and  is  in  a  form  of 
other  Laws  heretofore  passed."  —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  May  8,  1772 : 
ibid.,  O.  0.,  37. 

Chap.  11.  This  chapter,  "  I  do  not  conceive  to  come  "within  the  spirit  of  His  Majesty's 
14"'  Instruction  which  has  been  construed  by  my  predecessors  to  extend  to  such  Laws 
as  have  not  from  time  to  time  been  continued  and  received  His  Majesty's  approbation 
and  to  no  other.  There  was  besides  an  unforeseen  emergency  in  this  case,  there  not  being 
time  to  settle  a  table  of  fees  before  the  Session  must  have  been  at  an  end  and  the  Court 
dissolved  by  the  Constitution."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  12.    "  Is  the  continuance  of  an  Act  made  the  last  year."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  13.  "  July  4,  1771.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Otis,  Col.  Gilbert  and 
Mr.  Fisher,  prepare  a  Bill  for  the  better  Preservation  of  Oysters,  by  preventing" Ihe  taking 
of  them  at  any  Time  from  the  Middle  of  May,  to  the  Middle  of  August,  and  report."  - 
House  Journal,  p.  105. 

"This  provision  appears  to  be  necessary  from  the  great  scarcity  of  Oysters."  —  Gov. 
Htitchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  May  8,  1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  37. 

"June  10, 1772.  A  Petition  of  Barnabas  Freeman  Agent  for  the  District  of  Wellfleet, 
Praying  that  some  further  provision  may  be  made  for  the  preservation  of  Oysters  in  Bil- 
lingsgate Bay;  the  Petitioner  apprehending  that  the  Act  made  the  last  Session  for  that 
purpose  will  not  answer  that  design. 

In  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  Ordered  that  Ml  Bacon,  Dl  Taylor  M";  Freeman  of 
Harwich,  Cap'  Greenleaf,  Mr  Phillips,  Mr  Doane  &  Doctr  Tufts  with  such  as  may  be 
joined  by  the  Hon''je  Board  be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Petition  into  consideration  and 
report.  —  * 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  James  Bowdoin,  James  Otis,  James  Pitts,  Stephen 
Hall,  Walter  Spooner  &  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq^^  are  joined."  —  Council  Records,  vol. 
XXIX.,  p.  252.  ' 

"  July  14,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  lO'.''  day  of  June  last  on  the  Petition  of 
Barnaijas  Freeman  Agent  for  the  district  of  Welfieet  relative  to  Oysters,  reported  a  Bill 
intituled  'a  further  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  Oysters.' 

In  Council,  Read  a  first  and  second  time  and  the  Question  being  put,  whether  this  Bill 
should  pass  to  bo  Engrossed.    It  passed  in  the  Negative. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Noncmred  &  Resolved  that  the  consideration 
of  this  Bill  be  referred  to  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court."  —  Ibid.,  p.  345.. 

Chap.  14.  "Apr.  11,  1772.  a  Petition  of  Samuel  Hinsdale  and  others  a  Committee  of 
the  District  of  Greenfield  —  Setting  forth  —  That  they  are  apprehensive  if  the  Taxes  laid 
on  the  said  District  should  be  levied  agreable  to  the  Law  of  the  Province,  tliey  will  be 
very  unequal  and  oppressive  for  want  of  a  true  valuation  —  and  prnying  that  the  assess- 
ors of  the  said  District  may  be  impowered  to  levy  one  half  of  the  Taxes  on  the  Polls  and 
the  other  half  on  the  Real  and  Personal  Estates,  until  a  new  valuation  shall  be  com- 
pleated. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  Petition  of  the  District  of  Greenfield  Resolved 
and  Ordered  that  the  assessors  of  the  said  District  for  the  time  being  be  and  hereby  are 
authorized  and  directed  from  time  to  time  to  assess  the  Inhabitants  of  said  District  {lia))le 
to  be  taxed)  in  the  following  manner  until  a  new  valuation  of  Estates  in  this  Province 
shall  be  compleated  and  a  Tax  shall  issue  thereon  viz',  that  the  Taxes  that  shall  hereafter 
be  laid  on  said  District,  one  moiety  or  half  part  thereof  on  the  Polls,  the  other  moiety  or 
half  part  shall  be  levied  on  the  Real  and  personal  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Dis- 
trict; the  assessors  observing  the  same  rule  and  direction  as  by  Law  is  already  provided 
with  respect  to  the  proportion  to  be  laid  on  Real  and  Personal  Estate,  and  that  every 
thing  the  assessors  sliall  do  agreable  to  this  Resolve  shall  l)e  as  binding  and  obligatory 
upon  the  Persons  assessed  as  if  there  had  been  no  preceeding  Law  touching  the  proportion 
of  the  Tax  to  be  laid  upon  Polls  and  Real  and  Personal  Estate.  In  Council,  Read  and 
Concurred." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX. ,  p.  139. 

"  Respects  a  small  District  only  and  the  substance  of  the  Act  was  first  laid  before  me  in 
the  form  of  a  Resolve  which  as  it  established  a  rule  of  Law  tho'  for  a  particular  Town 
only  I  declined  signinsr  my  consent  to  it." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  May 
8,  1772:  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  37. 

Chap.  15.  "To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esqf  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majcstys  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England 
The  Honourable  his  Majestys  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  In  general  Assembly 
1772  — 

The  humble  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  Kittery  in  the  Couotjr  of  York 
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and  province  aforesaid  Shews  That  whereas  a  certain  Branch  of  Piscataqua  River  flowln" 
into  said  Kittery  known  by  the  name  of  Sprnce  Creek  hath  till  of  Late  Years  afoided 
Considerable  quantities  of  Shad  Ehvives  and  other  Small  lish  which  after  Spawnin"  used 
to  frequent  said  Creek  and  have  been  caught  bv  the  poorer  Sort  of  people  in  said  Kitterv 
in  the  narrow  Channels  thereof  at  Low  Water  by  small  dip  nets  in  such  plenty  that  they 
were  a  greater  part  of  tbier  Sustenance  for  Six  Weeks  at  a  Season  of  the  year  when  othei 
Provisions  are  generally  Scarce  But  by  the  late  Use  of  Seiiis  the  Number  of  said  fish 
hath  been  gradually  diminished  and  what  hath  been  taken  Engrossed  by  a  few  of  the 
Richer  part  of  the  people  and  the  poor  deprived  of  the  Supply  of  food  they  usually  ob- 
tained from  thence  and  the  price  raised  to  treble  what  they  commonly"  Sold  for  when 
caught  by  dip  nets  the  Scarcity  and  high  price  of  said  lish  your  Petitioners  can  ascribe  to 
no  other  probable  Caiise  but  the  novel  Invention  and  use  of  said  Seines  which  obstruct 
the  Course  of  said  fish  up  the  said  Creek  and  frighten  away  the  multitude  below. 
Another  bad  Consequence  from  said  fish  being  caught  by  Seines  is  that  the  poor  cannot 
advance  the  money  necessary  to  purchase  Scins  when  they  can  easily  get  dip  nets  Besides 
the  Engrossers  of  said  fish  having  no  Occasion  to  consume  them  "in  their  fami Ties  com- 
monly barrel  up  and  send  them  out  of  Town  to  market  Wherefore  your  Petitioners  hum- 
bly pray  that  the  use  of  any  Seines  in  said  Creek  for  the  future  may  be  intirely  prohibited 
in  such  a  manner  as  your  great  Wisdom  may  Suggest  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Dutv 
bound  shall  ever  pray. 


Tho  Ilutehins  Lewis 

Ebenezer  Spinney 

Joel  Fernald 

Robert  Haly 

Nath'.  Kemick 

Thomas  Lewis 

Benjam  mugridge 

Thomas  Clark 

John  Weeks 

Edmund  Hammons 

Moses  rianscom 

Robert  Cutts 

JSTich'  Weeks  J' 

James  Ilutehins 

Riohd  Cutts 

Joseph  Billing 

Samuel  Mitchell 

John  Gunnison 

Elihu  Gunnison." — MasS' 


Kittery,  February  25^    1772  — 
Benj^  Parker  Samuel  manson  Juner      James  Neall 

William  Lewis  Thomas  Rogers  John  Stanley  J' 

8amu'.'  Weeks  Joseph  I'etegrow  Tobias  Leighton 

Wi?  Leighton  John  Godsoe  Samuel  Leighton 

W""  Dearing  John  Rlaee  s''  Timothy  Ferguson 

Thomas  Cutts  Simouu  Keen  Edmund  Willson 

Dennis  Fernald  Isaac  Keen  Japhet  Emory 

Eliezer  Fernald  John  Marr  Josiah  Paul 

John  Shapleigh  Tobias  Fearnild  Tim»  Fernald 

John  Rogers  jr  Tho^.   Jackson  Samuel  Hammond 

Edw :  Ingrahara  William  Rogers  John  Cutter 

Samt'  Johnson  jr  James  Pickcrnell  Samuel  Staple 

Joseph  Cutts  Thomas  Cutts  jun''  Edward  Cutter 

Richrad  Rogers  Ebenezer  Leach  John  holmes 

Samuel  Piokernell        Nathaniel  Leach  Noah  Parker 

Bam"  manson  Joseph  Curtis  John  EUiss 

Bamii  Fitts  Benjamin  Hutchins  Christopher  Hammond 

William  Pickernell      Joshua  Hubbard  Tobias  Fernald  Jun"' 

Joseph  manson  John  Gowen  Benj^  Parker  Jum 

Archives,  vol.  87,  ?•  530. 

'*  To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  the 
Honb'?  his  Majestys  Council  for  said  Province  &  the  Honb'.°  House  of  Representatives 
for  Said  Province  in  general  Assembly  Convend  the  28"'  Day  of  March  1772  — 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Kittery  in  the  County 
of  York,  living  at  and  near  a  place  in  Said  Town  called  Spruce  Creek  Humbly 
Shew  — 

That  whereas  they  are  Given  to  understand  that  a  Petition  of  Some  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Said  Town  is  preferred  to  Your  Excellency  and  Honours  to  have  a  Prohibition  laid,  on 
Seining  of  Shad  and  alewives  in  the  Said  Creek  called  Spruce  Creek,  upon  which  they 
would  be  glad  to  observe,  that  to  have  the  Fishing  in  Said  Creek  put  upon  some  Regula- 
tion Your  Petitioners  are  in  no  manner  averse  —  But  they  Humbly  Concieve  that  to 
absolutely  Prohibet  catching  the  Said  Fish  in  Scienes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  permit  the 
Catching  of  them  in  wares  and  Hedges,  as  the  manner  has  been  of  late  —  would  be 
Inequitable,  as  these  wares  and  Hedges  are  Usually  made  and  Continued  on  the  FIats,or 
shallows,  which  are  claimed  as  the  Property  of  the  Propriators  of  the  Land  Contiguous 
and  adjoining  —  their  lieing  but  one  Small  Sciene  made  use  of  by  a  party  that  has  no 
place  Conveinant  to  Set  up  a  ware  or  Hedges  for  the  cetching  Said  Fish  —  that  the  dis- 
truction  of  the  Fish  is  much  more  made  by  these  wares  than  by  Seining  —  as  they 
are  usually  kep'.  up  all  the  fishing  Season,  and  take  all  the  Fish  that  come  within  them 
every  Tide,  —  whereas  Seining  is  generally  made  in  the  middle  of  the  River  and  is  only 
occasionally  done  to  Catch  Bait  to  Carry  on  the  Cod  fishery  —  that  your  Petitioners  can- 
not but  be  apprehensive  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Said  Petition  before  Referrd  to,  notwith- 
standing the  pretences  therein  made  for  the  Public  Good,  is  Principally  intended  for  the 
Emolument  of  Individuals  and  therefore  Your  Petitioners  Humbly  hope  the  Prayer 


Thom*.  Chase 

John  Spinney  y"  S'^ 

John  Spinay 

John  Cator 

John  Chase 

Matthew  Grover 

Amos  Witham." — Ibid-,  p.  r)33. 


thereof  will  not  be  Granted  — 

Rich^  Keating 
RoB^  Cutts 
Bradstreet  Chase 
Parker  Foster 
John  Totherlt 
William  Fernald 
"  Apr.  9, 1772.    A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Kitteiy,  praying  that  the 
Use  of  Seins  for  catching  Fish  in  Spruce-Creek,  may  be  prohibited. 
Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Hearsay,  Capt.  Bragdon  and  Dr.  Ilolton.       •      •      •      • 
A  Petition  of  Thomas  Chase,  and  others,  of  Kittery,  praying  that  the  Use  of  Seins  for 
catching  Fish  in  Spruce-Creek,  may  not  be  prohibited. 

Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Hearsay,  Capt.  Bragdoti  and  Dr.  Holton."—  House  Journal, 
p.  123. 

"Apr.  11,  1772.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  or 
Kittery  reported,  That  the  Prayer  be  granted,  and  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  for  the 
Purpose  thereof. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Member  for  Kittery  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly."  —  Ibid.,  p.  129. 
•'  Of  the  same  nature  with  many  other  Laws  in  force." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  May  8, 1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  37. 

Chap.  16.  "This  Act  is  become  almost  useless,  the  Indians  decreasing  every  da-."  — 
Ibid. 

Chap.  17.  "  Revives  a  great  number  of  Temporary  Laws  all  of  which  have  been  before 
approved  of."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  18.  By  recommendation  of  the  king,  the  settlement  of  diflferences  which  had 
long  existed  respecting  the  boundary  between  the  territories  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  New 
York  and  Connecticut,  was  left  to  the  respective  governments  immediately  interested. 
Commissaries  appointed  for  that  purpose,  in  17G8,  agreeably  to  this  recommendation  (see 
chapter  23  of  the  acts  of  1767-68,  and  the  notes  thereto),  failed  to  conclude  the  treaty 
which  they  attempted  to  negotiate,  and  efforts  were  this  year  resumed,  which  resulted  in 
a  settlement  of  the  controversy. 

The  letter  of  Governor  Tryon  proposing  to  renew  negotiations,  is  dated  "  Fort  George, 
New  York  6  Novem^  1771."  This  was  communicated  to  the  Asseml)ly  by  Governor 
Hutchinson  on  the  eighth  of  April,  1772,  and  on  the  twenty-third  of  the  same  month, 
Williitra  Brattle,  Joseph  Hawley  and  John  Hancock  were  chosen,  by  joint  ballot,  commis- 
saries under  this  act.  Further  particulars  of  proceedings  relating  to  this  controversy,  and 
its  settlement,  are  reserved  for  the  Appendix,  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  devote  a  chapter 
to  this  subject 

"  This  Law  is  upon  a  Plan  which  I  recommended  to  the  Court  and  is  more  like  to  finish 
the  controversy  than  anv  part*  proceedings  have  been." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  May  8,"  1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  37. 

Chap.  19.  "  Apr.  23,  1771.  A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton  Esq>".  and  others  of  the 
first  and  second  Precincts  in  Roxbury  — Setting  tbrth,  That  their  attendance  on  the  Pub 
lie  Worship  of  God  in  their  respective  Precincts  lieirig  accompanied  with  many  ditfieulties 
and  inconveniences,  they  have  lately  built  by  Subscription  a  meeting  house  more  commo- 
dious and  nearer  to  their  several  habitations,  where  they  have  supported  tlie  Gosjjcl  by 
Contribution,  notwithstanding  which  they  are  Taxed  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
said  first  and  second  Precincts.  And  praying  tliat  they  may  be  made  a  separate  Precinct, 
or  that  they  may  be  otherwise  relieved. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the 
first  and  second  Parishes  in  the  Town  of  Roxbury  by  serving  their  respective  Clerks  with 
a  Copy  of  this  Petition  to  shew  cause  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  tlie 
General  Court  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council,  Read  and 
Concurred." — Council  Records,  vol.  XXVIH.,  p.  539. 

June  5,  1771.  A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton  Esq";  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the 
first  and  second  Precincts  in  Roxbury  as  entered  the  23''.  day  of  April  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  answers  of  the  first  and  second  Parishes  of 
the  Town  of  Roxbiuy  and  Ordered  that  Harrison  Gray  &  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq^.s 
with  such  as  the  hon'^'"  House  shall  appoint,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  Petition  and 
answers  into  consideration,  hear  the  parties,  and  Report  what  they  shall  judge  proper  for 
this  Court  to  do  thereon. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred  and  M"".  Otis  Cap'  Dix  and 
Brig''''  Pi-eble  are  joined." — Ibid.,  vol.  XX IX.,  p.  18. 

"June  29,  1771.  The  following  Report  was  offered  to  the  Court  by  the  Committee 
appointed  the  12  instant,  for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned  viz'  — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton  Esqf  and 
others  of  the  first  and  second  Parishes  in  Roxbury,  have  considered  the  same  together 
witli  the  answers  thereto;  they  have  also  fully  heard  the  parties  and  now  beg  leave  to 
report  certain  facts,  the  truth  of  which  was  not  disi)uted  by  either  of  the  parties.  In  the 
first  place  it  appears  that  the  East  Parish  in  said  Roxbury  consists  of  147  Families 
containing  287  Polls;  22  of  which  Polls  are  Episcopalians  and  70,  others  are  hired  Men 
&c  The  West  Parish  consists  of  102  Families,  containing  163  polls  besides  7  Families 
containing  ten  polls  from  Newton  who  attend  Worship  with  them.  The  proposed  new 
parish  includes  35  Families  containing  01  polls  now  belonging  to  the  said  West  Parish  31 
of  which  Families  have  desired  to  be  set  off  and  made  a  separate  Parish  —  The  said  pro- 
posed new  Parish  also  includes  23  Families  containing  41  Polls  from  the  E.ast  Parish, 
G  of  which  Families  containing  10  polls  desire  also  to  be  set  off;  the  rest,  at  least  fifteen 
of  the  said  East  Parish  within  the  proposed  lines  are  utterly  against  it,  as  appears  by 
a  writing  under  their  hands  —  There  are  also  20  persons  who  live  in  the  middle  of  the 
West  parish  that  have  petitioned  against  a  division,  and  it  appears  that  these  20  pay  more 
towards  the  parish  I'ax  than  all  the  rest  of  said  Parish  will  do,  after  a  division  of  the 
Parish,  if  that  should  take  place. —  A  number  of  persons  living  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
West  Parish  seemd  disposed  to  consent  to  a  division  according  to  the  proposed  Plan  — 
Ml  Pemberton  and  his  associates  having  made  an  offer  to  pay  to  the  remaining  part  of 
said  West  parish  five  hundred  pounds  Sterling  upon  such  division  taking  place.  The 
number  of  Families,  Polls  tkc  abovcmentioned  were  taken  from  the  rate  List  or  state  Bill 
for  the  year  1770  and  includes  all,  whether  Widows,  Episcopalians,  hired  Servants  or 
others  lial)le  to  be  taxed.  Upon  the  whole  the  Committee  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the 
said  Petition  be  dismissed.  Signed  James  Otis  4^  Order- 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  said  Petition  be  dismissed,  accord- 
ingly.   In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  ami  Concurred."—  Ibid.,  p.  97. 

*  <S»c;  past? 
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"  Apr.  14, 1772.  A  Petition  of  Eleazer  "Weld  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  Westerly 
Precinct  in  Roxlniry  —  Setting  forth  —That  at  a  leeal  meeting  of  the  said  Precinct  on  the 
second  day  of  October  last,  in  consideration  of  tlie  sum  of  £666 :  13  : 4  to  be  paid  them  by 
the  Petitioners  and  some  of  their  friends,  it  was  voted  that  they  might  be  set  off  as  a 
separate  Precinct  agreable  to  the  bounds  and  limits  mentioned  in  the  said  Vote  — And 
praying  that  they  may  be  made  a  separate  Parish  accordingly. 

In  tlie  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  that  M"-.  Phillips,  Cap*  Dix  and  M"".  Hobson 
with  such  as  the  hon'^''^  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  "this  Petition  together 
with  a  memorial  of  John  Davis  and  others  praying  that  this  Petition  may  be  dismissed. 
Into  consideration,  and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  William  Brattle  and  Harrison  Gray  Esq"  aro 
joined." —  Ibid.,  p.  145. 

"  Apr.  24,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  14  instant  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Petition  of  Eleazer  Weld  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  West  Precinct  in  Roxbury  pray- 
ing to  be  erected  into  a  separate  Precinct,  and  also  the  Memorial  of  John  Davis  and  others 
praying  that  the  said  Petition  may  be  dismissed  —  having  attended  that  service  and  fully 
heard  the  parties  reported  as  their  opinion,  unanimously,  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition 
be  granted,  and  also  reported  a  Bill  for  that  purpose,  intitled  '  An  Act  for  Incorporating  a 
number  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  West  parish  of  Roxbury  with  their  Estates,  into  a  dis- 
tinct Parish  or  Precinct.'  In  Council,  Read  a  first  and  second  time  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Read  three  several  times  and  passed  a  concurrence 
to  be  Engrossed." — Ibid  ,  p.  19G. 

"  Has  nothing  distinguishing  in  it." — Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  May  8, 
1772  :  "  Mass.  hay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  37. 

Chap.  20.  Mar.  9,  1772.  The  Town  brought  in  their  Votes  for  twelve  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  and  upon  sorting  them  it  appeared,  that 

John  Barret  Esq  M";  William  GreanleafF      Capt  Samuel  Partridge 

William  Phillips  Esq  William  White  Esq  M^   Samuel  Whitwell 

M>".  Benjamin  Dolbcar        John  Leveret  Esq  M'  Samuel  Abbot 

Mr  William  Whitwell        John  Gore  Esq  Mr  Daniel  Waldo- 

were  chose  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  Year  ensuing. — Records  of  the  Totoii  of  Boston, 
vol.  5,  p.  321. 

"  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq''  Governour  &  Commander  in  Chief 

in  &  over  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  The  HonWe  His   Majestys  Council 

&  the  Honbie  the  House  of  Representatives  in  General    Coiirt   assembled   8«'>  April 

1772.— 

The  Petition  of  John  Barrett  &  others ;  Overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston  — 

Humbly  Sheweth 
That  many  charitably  disposed  Persons  have  given  &  bequeathed  considerable  Sums  of 
Money  &  other  Interest  &  Estate  to  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston  and  their  use.  And 
many  other  persons  are  well  inclined  to  make  charitable  donations  to  the  same  good  pur- 
pose :  but  your  Petitioners  the  Overseers  of  the  Town  of  Boston  not  being  Incorporated, 
the  good  Intentions  of  those  who  have  made  &  of  those  who  incline  to  make  such  chari- 
table donations  have  been  either  wholly  frustrated  or  not  carried  into  Effect.  Wherefore 
your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  that  the  Overseers  (for  the  time  being)  of  the  poor  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  may  be  created,  made,  erected  &  incorporated  into  a  Body  politick,  by 
the  name  of  The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston  in  New  England  and  that 
they  &  their  Successors  in  said  office  may  have  a  perpetual  succession  by  said  Name  for 
the  pui-poses  before  mentioned.  —  And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c 
Jno  Bahrett  John  Leverett 

\VM  Phillips  Jn"  Gore 

Benj-^  Doleeare         Sam''  Partridge 
W*'  Whitwell  Sam  Whitwell 

W*'  Gheenleaf  Sam  Abbot 

W*^  White  Dan?-  Waldo."  —  Mass.  Archives, 

vol.  118,  p.  572. 

"  Apr.  9,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Joh7i  Barrett,  Esq ;  and  others,  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
of  the  Town  of  Boston,  praying  to  be  incorporated,  for  Reasons  set  forth  in  the  Peti- 
tion. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  Major  Hawletj,  Major  Godfrey  and  Mr.  Dennie,  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  Purpose  of  the  Petition."  —  House  Journal,  p.' 123. 
The  bill  of  this  act,  as  originally  drawn,  contained  the  following  final  section:  — 
"  And  Be  it  further  enacted, — 

That  the  Governor  of  the  Province  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  &  impowerd  to 
give  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  under  the  provincial  Seal  to  the  Overseers  of  the  said  Town 
of  Boston  for  the  time  being,  and  their  successors  in  said  office  Accordingly." 

This  was  in  conformity  to  the  precedent  established  by  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Marine 
Society  of  Boston  (1753-54,  chap.  16) ;  but  the  Governor  refused  to  assent  to  the  bill 
unless  this  "  clause  was  taken  out."  His  reasons  for  this  objection  will  appear  in  the  note 
to  the  next  chapter,  the  bill  of  which  was  changed  in  like  manner. 

Chapter  21  having  been  first  reported  the  previous'  year,  and  forwarded  by  the  Governor, 
for  submission  to  the  Privy  Council,  before  he  would  give  his  assent  thereto,  the  fiite  of 
the  present  act  was  made  dependent  upon  the  fate  of  that ;  and  as  both  were  considered 
together,  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Privy  Council,  their  action  upon  chapter  20  will 
also  appear,  in  full,  in  the  next  note.  Furthermore,  it  will  be  there  seen  that,  notwith- 
standing the  omission  of  the  clause  authorizing  the  Governor  to  give  a  charter,  he  seems 
to  have  supposed  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  "  delay  giving  a  charter  until  he  had  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  the  King's  pleasure."    This  may  not,  necessarily,  have  involved  tbo 
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claim  of  a  right  to  exercise  tlie  royal  prerojrative  notwithstanding  the  legislative  act;  for 
as  keeper  of  the  province  seal,  he  might  refuse  to  affix  it  to  the  engrossed  bill,  until  the 
king's  pleasure  had  been  communicated  to  him.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  the  corpo- 
rators proceeded  at  once  to  organize  under  their  respective  acts,  as  if  fully  incorpo- 
rated. 

Chap.  21.  The  following  extracts  from  the  records  of  the  Marine  Society,  at  Salem 
ehow  its  condition  before  it  was  incorporated,  and  its  organization  under  the  charter :  — 

"  Laws 
Of  the  Marine  Socity*  at  Salem  in  New-England. 
March  25,  1766. 
First,  The  members  of  this  society,  shall  consist  only  of  such  persons  who  now  are,  or 
have  been  commanders  of  vessels,  unless  upon  extraordinary  occasions. 

Secondly,  That  the  members  of  this  society,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  at  home, 
and  not  hindered  by  sickness,  shall  meet  the  last  Thursday  of  every  month  throughout 
the  year,  at  such  house  in  Salem,  as  the  society  sliall  agree  on,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, from  the  twenty-first  day  of  September,  till  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  and  at 
seven  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Thirdly,  That  the  master  of  the  society  shall  be  moderator  of  the  meeting,  in  his  ab- 
sence the  deputy  master,  the  treasurer  in  the  absence  of  both,  and  the  eldest  members 
present  in  the  absence  of  all  of  them. 

Fourthly,  That  each  member  shall  pay  into  the  box,  for  the  use  of  the  society,  at  the  time 
of  his  entry.  Twenty  Shillings  lawful  money,  and  Eight  Pence  monthly,  during  such  time 
as  he  shall  belong  to  said  society ;  which  payments  shall  not  be  expended  at  any  time  by 
the  society,  bat  remain  a  stock  in  the  box,  for  the  intents  and  purposes  herein  after  men- 
tioned. 

Fifthly,  That  no  member  of  this  society  shall  be  entitled  to  any  relief  out  of  the  box, 
untiil  he  has  belonged  to  the  society  for  the  space  of  six  months,  and  paid  Eight  Pence 
lawful  monthly  as  aforesaid. 

Sixthly,  That  every  member  who  shall  become  a  proper  object  to  be  relieved  out  of  the 
box,  shall  apply  himself  to  the  society  at  their  monthly  meeting  in  writing,  and  set  forth 
the  nature  of  his  case;  and  the  society  shall  have  time,  'till  the  next  meeting  to  consider 
of  it,  and  tlien,  if  the  society  are  agreed  that  he  ought  to  be  relieved  out  of  the  box,  he 
shall  be  immediately  paid  so  much  as  the  society  shall  vote  him:  but  in  case  any  three  of 
the  members  present  will  declare  him  a  proper  object  of  charity,  the  society  shall  that 
evening  vote  him  immediate  relief. 

Seventhly,  That  such  member  or  members  as  shall  go  a  voyage  to  sea,  and  return  suc- 
cessful, shall  pay  Eight  Pence  lawful  into  the  box,  for  the  use  of  the  society,  for  each  and 
every  month  that  he  hath  been  absent ;  but  in  case  any  member  of  this  society  shall  hap- 
pen to  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  cast  away,  or  by  any  other  misfortune  impoverised  and  re- 
duced, then  such  member  or  members  shall,  on  his  or  their  arrival  or  return,  making  ap- 
plication to  the  society,  be  excused  from  paying  the  said  Eight  Pence  monthly,  for  the 
time  he  has  been  absent,  and  shall  be  relieved  according  to  the  nature  of  his  misfortune, 
and  the  ability  of  the  Box. 

Eightly,  That  in  case  any  member  of  this  society,  being  a  married  man,  shall  be  totally 
lost,  or  die  on  shore;  then  the  society  shall  relieve  the  widow,  child,  or  children  of  such 
member,  if  the  society  think  them  proper  objects,  according  as  the  box  can  afford. 

Ninthly,  If  any  member  of  the  society  meet  with  any  misfortune,  so  as  to  be  reduced 
on  shore  by  old  age  or  sickness,  or  any  other  misfortune,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  such 
annual  relief  as  the  society  shall  think  fit,  after  having  l)een  a  member  seven  years,  and 
paying  his  dues  to  the  society. 

Te7ithly,  That  no  monies  belonging  to  the  society  shall  be  let  at  interest,  but  on  bond, 
and  collateral  security  of  land,  under  a  good  title,  and  without  any  incuml)erance  on  it, 
at  least  of  double  the  value  of  the  sum  let,  and  lying  in  this  province,  in  or  as  near  the 
town  of  Salem  as  may  be. 

Eleventhly,  That  no  member  of  this  society  shall,  at  their  monthly  meetings,  play,  or 
promote  the  playing  of  cards,  dice,  or  other  gaming  whatsoever,  as  it  is  probable  the  same 
may  be  of  damage  to  themselves,  or  some  other  of  the  society. 

Twelfthly,  That  the  members  of  said  society  shall  and  will  avoid  all  quarrels,  needless 
contentions  and  debates,  that  may  tend  to  create  animosity,  or  disturb  the  good  order, 
peace,  friendship,  and  love,  that  each  member  should  and  ought  to  bear  to  the  other; 
and  in  case  any  one  or  more  of  the  society  shall  happen  to  quarrel,  or  l)egin  a  quarrel, 
there  shall  be  three  at  least,  or  more  of  the  society  chosen  to  consider  of  the  same,  and 
to  lay  such  fines  on  he  or  them,  that  they  find  guilty,  as  not  to  exceed  Twenty  Shillings 
lawful  money,  nor  less  than  Tioo. 

Thirteenthly,  If  any  member  of  this  society  shall  commit  any  notorious  crime,  or  be  a 
common  drunkard,  a  quarrelsome  person,  disturbing  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
society,  or  be  guilty  of  any  other  vice,  he  shall  be  discharg'd  from  the  society,  by  vote 
of  the  major  part  of  the  members  present  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  shall  be  excluded 
from  <any  t)cneflt  of  the  box,  unless  he  be  reclaimed ;  and  in  such  case  he  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  society  again. 

Fourteenthly,  That  if  any  member  of  this  society  be  guilty  of  prophane  swearing  or 
cursing,  or  non-attendance  of  the  monthly  meeting,  he  shall  for  each  of  said  offences, 
pay  to  the  box  One  Shilliyig  and  Four  Pence  lawful. 

Fifteenthhj,  That  each  and  every  member  of  this  society  (in  case  of  the  decease  of  any 
meihber  or  members  thereof  at  Salem,)  shall,  on  timely  notice  given  to  each  of  them  from 
the  clerk,  by  a  porter  to  be  employed  by  said  clerk  for  that  purpose,  attend  the  funeral 
of  such  deceased  member  or  members ;  and  that  each  and  every  member  neglecting  to 

•Sic 
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attend,  shall  forfit  and  pay,  the  succeeding  night's  meeting  One  Shilling  and  Four  Pence 
lawful  money,  for  the  use  of  the  box ;  and  the  charge  of  such  porter  shall  be  paid  by  the 
society. 

Sixteenthly,  That  every  member  of  this  society  upon  his  arrival,  from  sea,  shall  com- 
municate his  observations  inwards  and  outwards  of  the  variation  of  the  needle,  the 
soundings,  courses  and  distantccs,  and  all  other  remarkable  things  about  this  coast  in 
writing,  to  be  examined  and  digested  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  society  for 
that  purpose,  and  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  said  society,  in  order  to  be  recorded  in  the 
records  of  said  society. 

Seventeenthly,  That  the  clerk  of  the  society  shall  from  time  to  time  keep  a  fair  and  just 
account  of  all  monies  paid  into  the  box  and  delivered  out,  and  to  whom,  and  when;  and 
shall  read  over  these  laws  distinctly  to  every  new  member  or  members,  that  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  society,  at  their  admission  or  first  appearance  in  it,  and  as  often  at  other 
times  as  the  society  shall  think  proper." 

The  names  of  Thomas  Eden,  and  35  others,  eighteen  of  whom  signed  the  first  year, 
appear,  in  print,  on  the  back  of  the  sheet  on  which  these  by-laws  are  printed. 

"  Whe  the  subscribers  do  promise  to  stand  by  &  maintain  these  Law^  wich  are  hear 
Seald  into  this  Book  as  Witness  our  hands."  —  Heading  subscribed  by  the  members,  when 
the  society  was  formed,  in  1766. 

"  Voted  the  31^'  may  1770  that  Jonathan  Gardner  jr  Be  Desired  to  Apply  to  the  Great 
&  Generall  Court  at  this  Present  Sitting  to  be  in  Corporated 

JoN  Gardner  jf  Clark  &  Trear .  —  Records  of  the  Society. 

The  petition,  which  is  given  next  after  the  following  extracts  from  the  society's  records, 
and  which  appears  to  have  been  prepared  by  Timoth}'  Pickering,  in  April,  1771,  seems  to 
have  been  the  earliest  proceeding  under  the  foregoing  vote. 

"Voted  the  S'hd  April  1771  that  Capt^  W™  Lilly  Sam  Williams  Ge»  Crowinsheild  Joseph 
Lambert  &  Ge<?  Cabott  should  be  a  Coramitte  to  Draw  up  Rules  &  By  Laws  for  the  Bet- 
ter Regulations  of  this  Society  JoNf  Gardner  Socy  Clark  " 

"Whereas  it  has  allways  been  found  necessary  and  of  the  Greatest  Importance  to  Grow- 
ing and  Embodied  Societies  to  have  Rules  or  Established  Bye  Laws,  for  their  Better 
Order,  and  Decorum  While  they  Assemble,  and  to  Fervent  Unnecessary  Altercations, 
which  too  often  terminates  in  discord.  And  is  utterly  subversive  of  that  harmony  and 
Brotherly  Love  (that  Necessary  attendants  of  Peace  and  good  order)  that  ought  to  subsist 
between  Each  Other. 

Ist  That  ye  master  of  the  society  shall  be  moderater  of  the  meeting  and  in  his  absence, 
(thou  agreeable  to  our  3th<i  articules  of  printed  Laws  made  in  1766)  And  that  the  said 
master  be  Annuall  Chosen,  out  of  such  members  Who  do  not  go  to  sea,  as  also  the  Other 
Officeis. 

2<Jy  That  the  master  on  time  of  Business  shall  sett  at  the  Head  of  the  Table  And  all  the 
members  on  his  right  hand  according  to  their  Seniority,  giving  Place  to.Offlcies  and  the 
Business  of  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the  first  thing 

3thy  That  When  any  member  address  the  master  he  shall  stand  up  and  shall  not  be  In- 
terupted  in  any  Respect  while  he  is  speaking,  but  by  the  master  only,  nor  by  the  master, 
While  the  member  behaves  Decent  and  Respectfully. 

4thy  That  as  the  well  Being  of  the  Society  and  the  good  Report  thereof  Depends  on  the 
good  behaviour  of  its  members,  no  person  shall  be  admitted  amember  thereof  unless  Ap- 
proved of  by  the  master  and  the  members  present  Whome  shall  be  Chosen  by  the  major 
Vote. 

S.thy  That  the  master  shall  have  Power  to  Disolve  the  meeting  and  adjourn  the  same  to 
any  time  not  Exceeding  twenty  Eaight  Days. 

6thy  That  any  members  who  shall  absent  himself  from  the  Society  six  months,  that 
Could  attend,  shall  be  Looked  on  as  an  unworthy  member  and  after  Eaight  Days  Notice 
from  the  master  to  attend  the  next  meeting  in  Case  of  Refusall  he  shall  then  be  Voted 
unworthy  of  any  Dependence  from  the  Society,  and  Excluded  the  Benifitt  of  the  Box 

7thy  That  If  any  member  shall  be  admonished  by  the  Society  for  any  Breach  of  its 
Laws  and  will  not  be  reclaimed  the  Society  shall  apoint  a  Committe  of  Eaight  or  not  Less 
than  three  of  the  members  to  hear  his  Defence,  and  shall  Report  the  same  to  the  Society 
at  the  Next  meeting. 

8'hy  That  as  Each  member  of  this  Society  we  trust  will  Endevor  to  avoid  all  Causes 
of  ottence  and  Quarreling  with  Each  Other,  that  what  Ever  disputes  may  arise  at  any 
time,  that  Can  be  amicablely  adjusted  Without  going  to  Law,  shall  be  Referrd  to  this 
Society  or  such  a  number  of  them  as  the  Parties  shall  aprove  themselves.  Which  may  be 
desided  with  fmore  Equity  and  *]  mutch  Less  Cost  to  the  parties 

ythy  That  if  any  member  should  Tattle  and  Discover  any  secret  affairs  of  said  Society 
shall  be  deamd  an  unworthy  meinber  of  the  Same 

Voted  the  30'h  may  1771  That  the  foregoing  Articules  should  bo  Exceped  and  main- 
taind  as  By  Laws  and  Rules  for  the  better  Regulations  of  this  Society 

JoN-^  Gardner  j'l' Socy  CJ." 

"  To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esquire,  Governour  &  Commander  in  chief, 
the  honourable  his  Majesty's  Council,  &  the  honourable  House  of  Representatives,  of  the 
province  of  Massachusets-Bay,  in  General  Court  assembled  — 

The  Petition  of  Jonathan  Gardner  junr  and  others  whose  Names  are  hereto  subscribed, 
&  who  are  or  have  been  Masters  of  Vessels,  humbly  sheweth  — 

That  they,  &  sundry  other  persons  now  at  Sea,  have  for  a  few  years  past,  united  in  a 
voluntary  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  Fund  wherewith  to  relieve  such  of  their 
Members  as  thro*  Misfortune  at  Sea,  or  otherwise,  or  by  Reason  of  old  Ago  or  Sickness, 
stand  in  Need  of  Relief,  &  the  necessitous  Families  of  deceased  Members ;  and  also  to 
communicate  in  Writing,  to  be  lodged  with  the  Society,  the  Observations  they  make  at 

•  The  words  In  brackets  are  cancelled.  —  See  vote  of  June  11,  poiU 


190  Province  Laws. —  1771-72.  [Notes.] 

Sea  of  any  Matters  which  may  rentier  Navigation,  particularly  on  this  Coast,  easier  & 
safer.  And  whereas  for  want  of  legal  powers  many  Ditficulties  may  arise  in  managing 
the  Concerns  of  said  Society  —  Your  Petitioners  humbly  request  your  Excellency  & 
Honours  to  erect  &  make  them  a  Corporate  Society,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  by  the 
Name  of  The  Marine  Society  at  Salem  in  New-England  (or  such  other  Name  as  your 
Excellency  &  Honours  shall  think  fit;)  and  to  grant,  that  they,  their  Associates  &  Suc- 
cessors, may  have  perpetual  Succession  by  said  Name,  &  have  a  power  of  making  By- 
Laws,  for  the  preservation  and  Advancement  of  said  Body,  with  penalties,  either  of  Dis- 
franchisement, or  pecuniary,  or  without  penalties,  as  it  shall  seem  most  meet,  and  have 
Licence  to  make  &  appoint  their  common  Seal ;  and  be  enabled  to  sue  &  defend,  &  make 
purchases,  &  take  Donations  of  real  &  personal  Estates  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  to  tlie 
amount  of  such  Sum  as  to  the  Court  in  tlieir  wisdom  Shall  seem  meet  &  to  manage  & 
dispose  said  Estate  as  shall  seem  fit;  &  to  chuse  a  Master,  Treasurer  &  other  Uiiicers 
they  shall  think  proper;  &  such  other  Powers  and  Privileges  aa  your  Excellency  & 
Honours  shall  deem  necessary  &  beneficial  for  said  Society. 

And  whereas  the  said  Society  have  already  raised  a  considerable  common  Stock,  which, 
by  their  Treasurer  they  have  placed  out  at  Interest  for  the  Benefit  of  necessitous  Mem- 
bers, as  beforementioncd,  &  as  a  collateral  Security  for  the  payment  of  the  Monies  so 
placed  at  Interest,  have  taken  Mortgages  of  real  Estate :  Your  Petitioners  pray  your 
Excellency  &  Honours  to  grant  that  these  Acts  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  Society  be  made 
valid  &  effectual,  as  if  the  said  Society  had  been  then  actually  incorporated. — 
And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Salem  ]  Jon^  Gardner  j'  "  PtOBERX  Alcock 

April  12  .1771.  J  Ge  Crowninshield  Samuel  Williams 

Nathm.  Knight  Daniel  Hathorn 

Edward  Allen  John  Bowditch 

Samel  Grant  Joseph  Lambart."  —  Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  66,  p.  491. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Marine  Society  of  Salem  New  England  Thursday  June  11*  1772 
—    Present  — 

Captf  Jonathan  Gardner  j^  Amos  mansfield  Edmond  Giles  Lark  Dodge  Edmond  Need- 
ham"  Samuel  Williams  Jacob  Ci'owinshield  Cabot  Gerish  David  Masury  Habakcuk 
Bowditch  Jonathan  Webb  William  Morgan  George  Cabot  Daniel  Conant  Ebeuezer 
Ellingwood  &  Daniel  Hathorne 

Voted  1    That  Samuel  Williams  be  moderator  for  this  meeting 

2'!    That  George  Cabot  be  Clerk  for  this  present  meeting 

3thd  'fhat  Jonathan  Gardner  Jim'  be  Master  Clerk  &  Treasurer  of  this  Socty  untill 
the  Last  Thursday  in  October  next 

4'y  That  all  the  Laws  By  Laws  and  Votes  made  &  subscribed  to  by  us  before  incorpo- 
ration are,  &  shall  remain  in  full  force 

5iy  That  the  Words  *  with  more  Equity'  be  erased  from  the  Last  Clause  of  ou[r]  8"> 
By  Law 

6'y  That  William  Bartlett  be  Deputy  Master  and  Clerk  at  Beverly  untill  Octob[er] 
Next 

7'y    That  a  Committee  of  three  be  Chosen  to  make  a  Seal  for  this  Society. 

8'y    That  Samuel  Williams  Jonathan  Webb  &  Cabot  Gerrish  be  a  commit  [te]  for  mak- 
ing a  Seal  for  this  Society  agi-eable  to  Act  of  incorporation   Jon^  Gardner  j'Scoy  Clei'k" 
•  «'  At  the  Annuall  meeting  of  the  Merine  Society  of  Salem  New  England  mctt  at  Salem  the 

Last  Thursday  of  October  1772  and  Where  present  —  Samuel  Webb  Joseph  Lambert 
John  Elkins  Edward  Gibuat  Jacob  Crowinsheild  Ehenezer  Ward  Daniel  Hathorne  John 
Derby  Cabot  Gerish  Jonathan  Gardner  ji"  Jonathan  Webb  Thomas  Frye  George  Dodge  j' 
&  Peter  Lander,  and  past  the  following  Votes  — 

That  Jonathan  Gardner  j''  Should  be  master  Treasurer  &  Clerk  of  this  Society  for  the 
ensuing  year  — 

That  William  Bartlett  be  Deputy  Master  &  Clerk  at  Beverly  for  the  year  ensuing  — 
Jon  A  Gardner  Jf  Sco^  Clerk."  —  Records  of  Salem  Marine  Society. 

"  That  for  establishing  a  marine  Corporation  I  refused  because  a  Bill  for  establishing 
a  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Indians  had  lately  been  disallowed  by 
His  Majesty  after  it  had  received  the  Governor's  assent  one  reason  of  which  disallowance 
I  imagined  to  be  the  tendency  of  such  an  Act  to  call  in  question  the  power  of  the  Crown 
by  the  Governor  to  grant  Charters  of  Incorporation  without  the  aid  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 1  do  not  [doubt  ?]  that  the  persons  interested  in  the  Bill  would  not  be  content 
with  such  a  Charter. 

«  «  »  * 

I  have  reason  to  think  these  three  Bills  \i.e.,  the  bill  above  mentioned,  another  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  negro  slaves,  and  another  for  rendering  the  militia  law  more  effectual] , 
will  be  again  offered  to  me  in  another  Session  I  having  intimated  that  I  would  transmit 
them  to  England  to  know  His  Majesty's  pleasure  concerning  them." — Extract  from  letter 
of  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  Lord  nUlsborouyh,  May,  1771 :  "  Mass-  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.^l,  O.  o.,  15. 

"  I  was  in  doubt  whether  to  give  my  assent  to  a  Law  of  this  nature  [chapter  20,  of  this 
edition],  but  having  sent  a  Copy  of  the  next  Law  (Chap.  4)  [chapter  21,  of  this  edition]  to 
England  that  I  might  know  his  Majesty's  pleasure  I  conceive  myself  now  at  liberty  to 
assent  to  each  of  them.  The  following  observations  may  be  worth  considering  before  they 
receive  his  Majesty's  approbation. 

If  there  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  to  abridge  or  restrain  the  Prerogative  which  is  in 
the  Crown  of  creating  Corporations  it  may  bo  more  eligible  to  make  them  in  that  way 
than  by  a  Legislative  Act.  The  frequent  passing  such  Legislative  Acts  will  strengthen 
the  exception  that  is  taken  to  this  part  of  the  Prerogative.  These  Bills  wben  they  were 
laid  before  me  had  each  of  them  a  clause  impowering  the  Governor  to  give  a  Charter 
under  the  Seal  of  the  Province.    I  refused  to  assent  to  the  Bills  until  the  clause  was  takea 
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out.  I  shall  now  delay  giving  a  Charter  with  the  Law  to  support  it,  until  I  have  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  thu  King's  pleasure. 

It  is  further  observable  with  respect  to  Chap.  3^  that  the  Corporation  consists  of  12  per- 
sons called  Overseers  of  the  Poor  who  arc  annually  elected  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  at  a  Town  meeting  and  that  the  sum  which  they  may  be  possessed  of  is 
very  large.  Although  I  was  in  doubt  when  I  gave  my  assent  yet  I  considered  the  Bill  in 
the  same  light  as  if  there  had  been  a  suspending  riausc,  for  it  can  have  no  great  effect  until 
His  Majesty's  pleasure  may  be  known  and  my  dissent  would  have  stirred  the  ill  humours 
of  the  Town  of  Boston  without  any  real  service  arising  from  it."—  Gou.  Hutchinson  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  May  8,  1772:  ibicL,  O.  o.,  37. 

"The  Acts  for' incorporating  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston' [chap.  201 

per  legisli 

objected.-... 

other  Colonies  because  they  were  passed  for  a  purpose  which  the  power  of  the  Crown  was 
by  itself  competent  to  effect  To  which  I  beg  leave  liowever  to  add  that  the  Government 
of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  this  respect  differs  from  the  Royal  Govern- 
ments, that  the  Governor  though  appointed  by  His  Majesty  nevertheless  derives  his  power 
immediately  Irom  the  Charter,  Avhich  in  many  respects  qualifies  the  power  usually 
intrusted  to  his  Majesty's  Governors  in  other  Colonics,  besides  which  I  observe  the  Act  tor 
incorporating  the  Overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston  contains  matter  which  the 
])ower  of  the  Crown  does  not  extend  to."—  Extract  from  report  of  R.  Jackson,  Juki  11 
1772 :  ibid.,  O.  o.,  65.  ^  i-        j  .       y      , 

"  Sir,  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  send 
you  the  two  inclosed  Acts  [Chaps  20  and  21]  passed  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  and  to  desire  you  will  reconsider  the  same,  and  report  to  their  Lordships  your 
opinion,  whether  by  the  principles  and  provisions  of  the  Charter  of  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  the  power  of  granting  Patents  of  Incorporation  is  or  is  not  thereby 
vested  in  the  General  Court."  —  Secretary  Poicnall  to  R.  Jackson,  Apr.  19,  1773 :  ibid  vol 
86,  i?.  322. 

"  In  obedience  to  Your  Lordships  commands  signified  to  me  by  M""  Pownall  in  his 
Letter  of  the  IQ""  April  1773  inclosing  two  Acts  [chaps.  20  and  21]  passed  in  the  Province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  April  1772,    Intitled, 

'  An  Act  for  incorporating  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston ' 
'An  Act  to  incorporate  Jonathan  Gardner  Jun'  and  others  therein  named  into  a 
'  Society  by  the  name  of  the  Marine  Society  at  Salem  in  the  County  of  Essex  in  the 
'  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England' 
and  desiring  I  would  reconsider  the  same  and  report  "iny  Opinion  whether  by  the  Rrinci- 
ples  and  Provisions  of  the  Charter  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  the  power  of 
granting  Patents  of  Incorporation  is  or  is  not  thereby  vested  in  the  General  Court. 

I  have  reconsidered  the  said  Acts  and  have  perused  the  said  Charter  and  am  of  opinion 
that  the  power  to  incorporate,  not  by  Patent  but  by  Act  of  Legislature  is  vested  in  the 
General  Court,  under  the  negative  of  the  Governor  by  the  Principles  and  Provisions  of 
the  said  Charter,  inasmuch  as  the  said  Charter  does  not  only  grant  full  poweis  of  Legis- 
lature to  the  General  Court,  of  which  the  power  to  incorporute'is  a  part,  but  has  obviously 
in  view  the  old  Charter  which  it  recites  and  under  which  this  power  was  exercised 
frequently,  for  the  constituting  of  Townships  as  it  was  evident  it  must  still  continue  to  be 
by  somebody  under  the  new  one."  —  Report  of  R.  Jackson,  Apr.  13,  1774 :  ibid.,  vol.  82,  P. 
p:,  47. 

Chap.  22.  "  Is  only  to  remove  a  small  inconvenience  to  Towns  which  sometimes  fail  of 
having  their  votes  received  for  County  Officers." —  Gov.  Ilutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
May  8,  1772 :  «  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  37. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, ON  the  Twenty-Seventh  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1772,  AND  held,  by  adjournment,  at  Boston, 
ON  the  Sixteenth*  day  of  June  followhtg. 


CHAPTER    1. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  THE  TIME  FOR  HOLDING  THE  COURT  OF 
GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE  AND  INFERIOR  COURT  OF 
COMMON  PLEAS  IN  AND  FOR  THE   COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX. 

Whereas   the   holding  of  the  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  Preamble, 
peace,  and  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas,  within  the  counties  of 
Middlesex  and  "Worcester  at  one  and  the  same  time,  is  attended  with 
many  inconvenienc[^■]es  to  both  counties  ;  for  remedy  whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Qouncil  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  Times  for  hold, 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  which  by  law  are  required  to  be  held  cour"aTcon- 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  at  Concord,  on  the  first  Tuesday  ^2":^^^  "'"'f^'*- 
of  September  next,  shall  be  held  there  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  is.    '  ''^  ''^^' 
same  month ;  and  that  a  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and 
an  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  shall,  for  the  future,  annually,  be 
held  in  and  for  the  same  county,  at  Concord,  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  September. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  all  writs,  executions,  appeals,  recognizances.  Writs,  &c.,  to  be 
warrants,  indictments,  presentments,  causes,  actions,  suits,  processes,  |"^yr^ed accord- 
matters  and  things,  whatsoever,  that  are  or  shall  be  returnable  into, 
or  that  should  or  might  have  been  heard,  adjudged,  determined  or 
acted  upon  at  the  said  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  or 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  which  wou[Z]d,  and  by  law  ought  to, 
have  been  held  at  Concord  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  September  next,  if 
this  act  had  not  been  made,  shall  be  returnable  into,  be  heard,  ad- 
judged, determined  and  acted  upon  at  the  said  court  of  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace,  or  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  respectively,  to 
be  held  there,  in  and  for  the  same  county,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
September  next.     [^Passed  July  14. 

*  Erroneously  printed  "  eleventh,"  in  the  sessions-acts. 
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[Chap.  2.] 


CHAPTER    2. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  THE  TIME  OF  HOLDING  THE  COURT  OF 
GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE,  AND  INFERIOR  COURT  OF  COM- 
MON PLEAS,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  FROM  THE  THIRD 
TUESDAY  OF  APRIL,  AND  THIRD  TUESDAY  OF  OCTOBER,  TO  THE 
LAST  TUESDAY  OF  MARCH,  AND  THE  LAST  TUESDAY  OF  OCTOBER, 
ANNUALLY;  AND  FOR  ESTABLISHING  ONE  OTHER  COURT  OF  GEN- 
ERAL SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE,  AND  INFERIOR  COURT  OF  COMMON 
PLEAS,  TO  BE  HELD  IN  SAID  COUNTY,  ANNUALLY,  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


Preamble. 

1709-70,  chap. 
18. 


Time  for  hold- 
ing inferior 
court  at  Fal- 
mouth, altered. 


Another  court 
established. 


Writs,  &c.,  to  be 
returned  accord- 


ingly. 


Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Cumberland  have 
represented  to  this  court  that  it  would  be  much  for  their  convenience 
and  advantage  that  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  the 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  that  are  now  by  law  holden  at  Fal- 
mouth, in  said  county,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  April,  annually,  should 
be  held  and  kept  there,  for  the  future,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  Mai-ch, 
annually  ;  and  that  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  the 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  which  by  law  are  now  holden  at  said 
Falmouth,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  October,  annually,  should,  for  the 
future,  be  holden  and  kept  there  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the  same 
October,  annually  ;  and  that  there  should  be  another  term  of  each  of 
the  said  courts,  to  be  holden  in  said  county,  at  said  Falmouth,  on  \^the'] 
third  Tuesday  of  July,  annually ;  and  have  made  their  application 
to  this  court  for  the  alteration  and  establishment  of  said  courts 
accordingly,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and 
the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  which,  by  law,  are  to  be  holden  at 
Falmouth,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
April,  annually,  shall  for  the  future  be  holden  and  kept  at  said  Fal- 
mouth, on  the  last  Tuesday  of  March,  annually ;  and  that  the  court 
of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  [the]  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas,  which,  by  law,  are  to  be  held  and  kept  at  said  Falmouth  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  October,  annually,  shall  for  the  future  be  held  and 
kept  there  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  said  October,  annually  ;  and  that 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  another  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  and  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  shall  be 
holden  at  said  Falmouth,  within  and  for  said  county,  on  the  last  Tues- 
day of  July,  annually. 

[And]  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  all  original  writs,  summons,  warrants,  issued  or 
to  be  issued,  recognizances,  executions,  processes,  matters  or  things, 
whatsoever,  returnable  to,  or  that  might  have  been  adjudged,  deter- 
mined or  tried,  either  in  the  said  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  or  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  that,  without  the  making  of 
this  act,  should  have  been  holden  at  said  Falmouth,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day of  October  next,  shall  be  returnable,  and  have  day,  in  the  same 
courts,  respectively,  by  this  law  appointed  to  be  holden,  there,  on  the 
said  last  Tuesday  of  said  October,  and  shall  be  then  and  there  heard, 
adjudged  and  determined  in  like  manner  as,  without  the  making  this 
act,  they  might  have  been  on  the  said  third  Tuesday  of  the  same 
month.      [Passed  July  14. 
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GHAPTEK    3. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ASCERTAINING  AND  LIMITING  A  TIME  FOB  THE  RE- 
TURN OF  EXECUTIONS  THAT  HAVE,  OR  MAY  BE,  ISSUED  BY  THE 
TREASURER  OR  RECEIVER-GENERAL  OF  THIS  PROVINCE,  AGAINST 
ANY  DELINQUENT  OR  DEFECTIVE   CONSTABLE   OR  COLLECTOR. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  all  executions  that  already  have  been  issued  by  Executions 
the  province  treasurer  or  receiver-general,  against  any  delinquent  con-  fo'^bo'^raurnea' 
stable  or  collector,  shall  be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  said  treas-  '"  f""'  months 
urer,  within  four  months  from  the  first  day  of  August  next,  by  such  day'of  August, 
officer  as  the  same  have  been  or  may  be  delivered  to ;  together  with  "^  penalty, 
the  monies  collected  or  received  thereon,  if  any,  on  penalty  of  eigh- 
teen per  cent  per  annum,  upon  such  deficient  sum. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  all  executions  that  shall  hereafter  be  issued,  by  Executions 
such  treasurer,  against  any  constable  or  collector  as  aforesaid,  shall  ^  b^e^reuirned'*' 
be  made  returnable,  and  shall  be  returned,  accordingly,  together  with  •"^''^  months, 
the  monies  he  hath  or  may  receive  thereon,  if  any,  into  the  treas- 
urer's office,  within  six  months  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  said  exe- 
cution, on  penalty  of  eighteen  per  cent  per  annum,  as  aforesaid. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  all  executions  that  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  Executions  in 
be,  issued  by  the  treasurer  or  receiver-general,  against  any  constable  or  bemurnedla**' 
collector,  which  have  been  or  may  be  delivered  to  the  sheriff  of  any  six  months, 
county  within  the    [)rovince,  and  the  constable  or  collector  against 
whom  the  same  hath  been  or  shall  be  issued,  doth  make  default  in 
payment   of  the  whole  sum  of  such  execution,  —  in  such   case   the 
sheriff  shall  return  said  execution  into  the  treasurer's  office,  within 
six  months  from  the  date  of  such  execution,  with  his  doings  thereon, 
on  penalty  of  twenty  pounds. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  all  fines  and  forfeitures  arising  by  this  act,  shall  Fines  and  for- 
be  recovered  by  the  treasurer  or  receiver-general  of  this  province,  by  beV"ec*ove'ied.  *° 
action  of  debt,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  proper  to  try  the  same, 
for  the  use  of  the  province ;  and  that  the  treasurer  or  receiver-gen- 
eral be  and  hereby  is  directed,  within  three  months  from  the  return 
day  of  such  executions  as  have  been  or  shall  be  issued,  as  aforesaid, 
to  prosecute  all  delinquent  sheriffs  for  the  penalties  arising  by  virtue  Deiin<^uent 
of  this  act,  on  penalty  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  this  court  and  prosl^med^* 
of   being  considered  as  unfaithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  trust    as 
treasurer  or  receiver-general  of  this  province. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  the  interest  of  the  several  sums  of  money,  in  the  From  what  time 
aforesaid  clauses  of  this  act  arising  as  penalties,  are  to  be  reckoned  ciiculfte'd.'"  ^"^ 
and  considered  as  due  from  the  return  day  of  the  aforesaid  execution. 
\_Passed  July  14. 
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CHAPTER    4. 

AN  ACT  m  ADDITION  TO,  AND  EXPLANATORY  OF,  THE  SEVERAL 
LAWS  ALREADY  MADE  RELATING  TO  THE  REMOVAL  OF  POOR 
PERSONS  OUT  OF  THE  TOWNS  WHEREOF  THEY  ARE  NOT  INHAB- 
ITANTS. 


1692-93,  chap. 
28,  §  10. 


1766-67,  chap, 
n,  §  1. 


Recital. 


JustitcB  em- 
powered to  re- 
move persons. 


Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
their  majesties,  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  intituled  "  An  Act  for 
regulating  of  townships,  &c.,"  it  is,  among  other  things,  enacted, 
"  That  any  persons  orderly  warned  to  depart  any  town  whereof  he  is 
not  an  inhabitant,  and  neglecting  so  to  do  by  the  space  of  fourteen 
days  next  after  such  warning  given,  may,  by  warrant  of  the  next  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  be  sent  and  removed,  from  constable  to  constable, 
unto  the  town  where  he  properly  belongs,  or  had  his  last  residence  ;" 
and,  by  another  act,  passed  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  present 
majesty's  reign,  relative  to  the  removal  of  poor  persons  out  of  the 
towns  whereof  they  are  not  inhabitants,  it  is,  among  other  things, 
enacted,  "  That  when  and  so  often  as  any  such  person  or  persons  are 
to  be  sent  or  conveyed  out  of  this  province,  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful, for  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  from  whence  the  per- 
son or  persons  are  to  be  sent  or  conveyed,  and  he  is  hereby  impow- 
ered,  to  grant  a  warrant  for  sending  such  person  or  persons  out  of  the 
province,  either  by  land  or  water,  as  he  shall  think  will  be  most  con- 
venient or  least  liable  to  charge  ;  "  and  whereas,  the  courts  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  for  several  counties  have  lately  construed  the 
aforementioned  acts  in  such  a  manner  as  to  adjudge  that  the  removal 
of  any  person,  from  the  town  of  which  he  is  not  an  inhabitant,  by 
virtue  of  a  warrant  from  a  justice  of  the  peace  residing  in  the  same 
town,  is  illegal ;  whereby  a  number  of  towns  in  the  province,  more 
especially  the  town  of  Boston,  have  been  put  to  much  inconvenience 
and  charge,  and  the  expence  of  the  iDi'Ovince  is  likely  to  be  greatly 
encreased  ;  for  prevention  [w]  [i] hereof ,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  the  removal  of  any 
person,  by  a  warrant  obtained  from  one  of  his  majesty's  justices  of 
the  peace  residing  in  the  town  from  whence  the  person  is  to  be  sent 
or  conveyed,  to  any  other  town,  either  in  or  out  of  the  province,  shall, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  deemed  as  legal  a  removal  as  if  the 
warrant  had  issued  from  a  justice  of  the  peace  living  in  any  other 
town  ;  and  the  charge  arising  thereupon  borne  and  defrayed  agreable 
to  the  former  acts  herein  referred  to.     [Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTER   5. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  NORTH  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  UX- 
BRIDGE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER,  INTO  A  DISTRICT  BY  THE 
NAME   OF  NORTHBRIDGE. 


Preamble. 


Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  north  part  of  the  town  of  Ux- 
bridge,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  have  represented  to  this  court 
the  great  difficulties  and  inconveniences  they  labour  under  in  their 
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present  situation,  and  have  earnestly  requested  that  they  may  be 
incorporated  into  a  district,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentaHves, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  north  part  of  Uxbridge,  bounded  as  fol-  Bounds  of  the 
lows  ;  viz^^'^,  begin[w]ing  at  a  heap  of  stones  in  the  town  line  between  Nonhbridge. 
said  Uxbridge  and  the  town  of  Mendon,  on  the  northerly  side  of  the 
road  leading  from  Stephen  Aldrich's,  of  said  Uxbridge,  to  Deacon 
Edward  Rawson's,  of  said  Mendon  ;  thence,  bounding  on  said  road,  to 
the  bridge  near  said  Aldrich's,  over  the  West  River ;  thence,  with  a 
direct  line  from  said  bridge,  to  the  south-east  corner  of  David 
Draper's  farm,  now  in  possession  of  James  Hull ;  thence,  on  the 
southerly  line  of  said  farm,  to  Douglas[s]  line ;  thence,  bounded  by 
the  towns'  lines  of  Douglas[s],  Sutton,  Grafton,  Upton  and  said 
Mendon,  to  the  first  bounds  mentioned, — be  and  hereby  is  erected 
into  a  district  by  the  name  of  Northbridge. 

Provided,  — 

[Sect.  2.]     That  David  Draper,  David  Draper,  jun'r,  James  Hull,  David  Draper- 
Nicholas  Baylies,  Amaziah  Preston,  Joshua  Wood,  Gershom  Chapin  thd°0HratesTu!^ 
and  Dexter  Wood,  with  their  polls,  lands  and  other  estates  now  in  be  accomiud  as 
their  possession, —  although  included  within  the  bounds  of  the  said  dis-  of  Uxbridge°^o 
trict,  —  shall,  nevertheless,  be  accounted  as  a  part  of  the  town  of  Ux-  'ong**^  they  see 

'  '  ^  cause ; 

bridge  so  long  as  they,  or  their  heirs  or  assigns  of  the  same  lands, 
shall  see  cause  to  lye  to  said  Uxbridge,   and  due  duty  and  receive 
privilege  there,  and  no  longer  ;  and  provided  the  said  David  Draper, 
David  Draper,   jun'r,  James  Hull,  Nicholas  Baylies,  Ama[z][r]iah 
Preston,  Joshua  Wood,  Gershom  Chapin  and  Dexter  Wood,  or  theh' 
respective  heirs  or  assigns  of  the  same  lands  now  in  their  possession, 
as  aforesaid,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
refuse  to  lay  to  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  and  pay  their  proportionable 
part  of  the  taxes  in  said  town,  and  that  either  of  the  said  inhabitants  —to  notify  the 
so  refusing,  shall  signify  their  intention  of  joining  with  said  district  ulbridgoVhen 
in  all  district  alfairs  for  the  future,  by  a  writing  under  their  hands  to  theyshaii 
the  town  clerk  of  said  Uxbridge  (who  is  hereby  directed  immediately  t^o  theVi°trict"^ 
to  transmit  an  attested  copy  of  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  said  district, 
who  shall  record  the  same  in  said  district's  records),  which  shall  em-  —  to  be  recorded 
power  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  to  tax  such  inhabitant  in  all  records.'*'""' 
future  taxes,  as  though  he  or  they  had  been  set  off  with  the  other 
inhabitants  in  this  present  act,  —  and  shall  be  subjected  to  all  duties, 
and  invested  with  all  privileges  of  said  district,  as  the  other  inhabi- 
tants are  subjected  to  or  invested  with,  and  shall  be  held  to  pay  all 
such  taxes  as  are  or  shall  be  laid  upon  them  by  the  town  of  Uxbridge, 
at  any  time  before  such  notification  be  given  to  the  said  town  clerk  of 
Uxbridge  :  and  that  the  said  district  be  and  hereby  is  invested  with  invested  with 
all  the  privileges,  powers  and  immunities  that  towns  in  this  province  and*p"^^i{'e°gir* 
do  or  may  enjoy,  that  of   sending  a  representative  to   the   general  that towua  in  this 
assembly  only  excepted ;    and   that  the  inhabitants  of   said   district  fh^Tt^orsending' 
shall  have  the  right,  from  time  to  time,  to  join  with   the   town   of  p^g^Pjed*"^"'"'''' 
Uxbridge  in  chusing  a  representative,  and  shall  be  notified  by  the -p^,  jy,,,  ^^jt,i  the 
selectmen  of  said  town  of  Uxbridge  of  the  time  and  place  of  election,  town  of  Ux- 
by  a  warrant  under  their  hands,  or  the  hands  of  the  major  part  of  ciioiceof  a  ° 
them,  directed  to  the  constable  or  constables  of  said  district,  for  the  representative. 
time  being,  requiring  him  or  them  to  warn  the  same  ;  which  constable 
or  constables  are  hereby  required  forthwith  to  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  district  accordingly  ;  who  shall  make  due  return  to  the  [said] 
selectmen  of  Uxbridge  of  their  doings  thereon  :  which  representative 
may  be  chosen  indifferently  from  said  town  or  district,  —  the  pay  and 
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[Chap.  6.] 


To  pay  their 
proportion  of  all 
taxes  already 
laid. 

Roads  and 
bridges  within 
tiie  lands  of 
David  Draper 
and  others,  to 
be  maintained 
by  Uxbridge. 

Solomon  Wood, 
Esq  ,  empow- 
ered to  issue  this 
warrant. 


Town  clerk  of 
Uxbridge  to 
deliver  a  list  of 
valuation  of  the 
itihatiitants  of 
Northbridge,  to 
determine  the 
quallQcation  of 
voters. 


allowance  of  such  representative  to  be  borne  by  said  town  and  dis- 
trict in  proportion  as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  pay  to  the  province 
tax. 

Provided,  nevertheless,,  — 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  said  district  shall  pay  their  proportion  of  all 
town,  county,  and  province,  taxes  already  set  on  or  granted  to  be 
raised  by  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  in  like  manner  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  made  ;  and  that  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  aforesaid,  be  charge- 
able with  all  the  roads  and  bridges  lying  within  the  lands  of  David 
Draper  and  others,  herein  exempted  from  said  district,  so  long  as  they 
lay  to  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  and  no  longer. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  Solomon  Wood,  Esq'^''^,  be  and  hereby  is  di- 
rected and  empowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal 
inhabitant  within  said  district,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  district,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  assemble,  at  some 
suitable  time  and  place,  in  said  district,  to  chuse  all  such  officers  as 
the  law  requires,  to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  district. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  town  clerk  of  [the  town  of]  Uxbridge,  before 
the  first  meeting  of  the  said  district  of  Northbridge,  shall  deliver  to 
the  person  who  shall  be  directed  and  empowered,  as  aforesaid,  to  warn 
said  inhabitants,  a  copy  of  the  last  list  of  valuation  of  the  real  and 
personal  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  of  Northbridge,  in 
order  to  determine  the  qualification  of  voters  at  said  meeting ;  and 
that  the  inhabitants  who  shall  appear  by  said  list  to  be  voters  accord- 
ing to  law,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote.     \_Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTER    6. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE    PROPRIETORS    OF    BOSTON    PIER, 
OTHERWISE  CALLED  THE  LONG  WHARF,  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  BOSTON. 


Preamble. 
h  Tick.,  131. 
7  <  'ush.,  105. 
3  Oray,  173. 


Whereas  the  proprietors  of  Boston  Pier,  otherwise  called  the 
Long  Wharf,  in  the  town  of  Boston,  have,  by  their  petition  preferred 
to  the  great  and  general  court  in  their  present  session,  set  forth  that, 
in  the  year  1715,  the  said  wharf  was,  by  deed  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  the  then  proprietors,  divided  into  twenty-four  shares,  in 
which  deed  it  was,  among  other  things,  agreed  to  keep  the  said  wharf 
in  good  and  sufficient  repair ;  and  that,  if  any  particular  proprietor 
should  neglect  or  refuse  to  repair  their  respective  parts,  it  should  be 
done  by  the  proprietors'  committee,  and  the  cost  and  charge  be 
deducted  out  of  such  particular  proprietor's  share  of  the  common 
wharfage  ;  and  that,  by  said  deed,  they  warranted  to  each  proprietor 
his  share  as  then  allot[i]ed,  "  so  nevertheless  as  always  to  be  and 
continue  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  and 
improvement  of  the  whole  wharf  or  pier,  and  upholding  the  same  in 
good  order  and  repair,  and  in  such  method  and  manner  as  are  already, 
or  shall  further  be,  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  proprietors, 
and  entered  in  their  book  ; "  that,  in  consequence  6f  such  agreement, 
the  said  pier  or  wharf  has  been  kept  in  repair  by  the  in  come  thereof, 
ever  since ;  but  that,  within  a  few  years  past,  it  was  greatly  gone  to 


[1st  Sess.]  Province  Laws.  — 1772-73.  201 

decay,  and  in  danger  of  bo-ing  utterly  lost ;  whereupon  the  proprietors 
agreed  to  build  a  stone  liead,  further  out  towards  the  channel,  in 
order  to  secure  the  whole  interest,  which  they  have  in  a  great  measure 
effected, — the  said  head  still  lying  in  common  and  undivided  ;  but  that 
the  cost  and  charge  of  such  work  will  amount  to  much  more  than  the 
income  of  said  wharf  will  defr[e][o.]y,  or  reimburse,  in  many  years  to 
come ;  and  that,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  the  proprietors  of 
the  said  wharf  did,  at  a  meeting,  duly  warned,  on  the  29th  of  April, 
1772 — at  which  meeting  the  proprietors  of  seventeen  shares  and  three- 
quarters  were  present — unanimously  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare 
and  prefer  a  petition  to  the  great  and  general  court,  praying  that  they 
may  be  incorporated,  in  order  more  effectually  to  transact  the  busi- 
ness of  the  propriety,  and  empowered  to  subject  the  respective  inter- 
ests of  the  several  proprietors,  when  it  shall  be  found  necessary,  for 
defr[e][a]ying  the  charges  of  additions  or  repairs,  which  have  been 
or  hereafter  may  b[e][?/]  voted  and  ordered  at  any  legal  meeting, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hij  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives^ 

[Sect.   1.]     That  the  proprietors  of  Boston  Pier,  otherwise  called  Propriotms of 
the  Long  "Wharf  in  Boston,  be  created,  made,  erected  and  incorpo-  J^o" porauM  for' 
rated  into  a  body  politic  for  the  purposes  hereafter  mentioned,  by  the  t^e  purposes 
name  of  the  Proprietors  of  Boston  Pier,  or  the  Long  Wharf  in  the  tioned. 
town   of   Boston  in  New  England ;    and   that  they,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  have  a  perpetual  succession  by  the  said  name,  and  by  that 
name  may  sue  or  be  impleaded,  and  manage,  lease,  bargain,  sell  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  such  part  of  the  said  propriety,  whether  divided 
or  undivided,  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  defr[e][a]ying  the  cost 
[of]  such  additions  or. repairs  as  have  been  already  voted  and  ordered, 
or  hereafter  may  be  voted  and  ordered,  at  any  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors, duly  warned,  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  propriety. 

Provided,  — 

[Sect.  2.]     That  no  part  of  the  said  interest  shall  be  sold,  unless  Proprietors' in. 
the  income  of  the  said  wharf  shall  be  deem[e]d  insufficient,  within  pokUiX'sMile 
the  course  of  the  then  current  year,  to  defr[ej[a]y  the  cost  of  the  income  of  the 
work  that  may  have  been,  by  the  proprietors,  voted  and  ordered  to  Efficient."" 
be  carried  on  and  effected. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  there  shall  be  no  more  than  twenty-four  votes  Twenty-four 
allowed  in  the  said  propriety,  agre[e]able  to  the  number  of  shares  aiVowod'to  vote. 
into   which  the  said  wharf   was  originally  divided,  notwithstanding 
any  after  divisions  of  the  same  ;  and  that  the  proprietors  of  at  least 
two  third  parts  of  the  whole  interest  shall  be  always  present,  either  Two-tiunis  of 
in  person,  or  by  proxy,  to  constitute  any  meeting  for  the  transacting  esttAbeaiwaye 
of  business  (the  whole  number  being  previously  warned,  in  such  man-  p"'***]^'  "*■  ^^^ 
ner  as  they  may  agree) ,  and  that  the  votes  of  those  present  shall  be 
estimated   or   reckoned   according   to  their  respective  shares  or   in- 
terests. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  4.]     That  if  the  proprietors  of  two  third  parts  of  the  in-  Proviso, incase 
terest  shall  not  appear  at  any  meeting  duly  notified,  another  meeting  [iTe^piopHetora 
shall  be  notified  for  the  same  purpose  or  purposes,  with  intimation  siioui.i  not  at- 
that,  if  there  shall  not  then  be  a  full  meeting,  the  proprietors  who  iTotice?"*" 
may  be  present  will  proceed  upon  the  business  of  the  meeting ;    and 
the  votes  and  doings  of  the  major  part  of   those  present  shall  be 
effectual,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  proprietors  of  two  third 
parts  of  the  interest  had  been  present. 
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And  be  it  further  enaxited, 
Job  Prince,  the  [Sect.  5.]  That  Jol)  Prince,  who,  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors 
proprietors'  qq  i\^q  29th  dav  of  April  last,  was  chosen  their  clerk,  be  and  hereby 
ered  to  notify  a  is  empowered  and  directed  to  notify  a  meeting  of  the  said  proprietors 
fir8t*^day  of '^^  to  bc  held,  at  Boston  aforesaid,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Augnst 
August.  next ;  which  notification  shall  be  inserted  in  two  of  the  Boston  news- 

papers that  are  usually  circulated  in  the  province ;  at  which  meeting 
the  proprietors  may  determine  and  vote  what  monies  shall  be  raised, 
when  the  same  shall  be  paid  in,  and  in  what  way  and  manner  the 
same  shall  be  levied  and  collected,  in  order  to  carry  on  and  compleat 
such  new  work  and  repairs  as  have  already  been,  or  may  then  be, 
determined  and  voted  to  be  effected. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Proprietors' In-        [Sf.ct.  G.]     That  wheu  the  income  of  the  said  wharf  shall  be  insuffi- 
wi'^iou'uie^n!'"'*''  ^^^^^^  to  defr[e][a]y  the  expeuce[.s]  of  any  work  or  repairs,  then,  and 
come  18  not        not  otherwise,  the  proprietors  may  subject  the  interest  itself  in  said 
threspense,^^^  wharf  to  be  sold  for  that  purpose.    And  every  proprietor  who  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  have  been, 
or  shall,  from  time  to  time  hereafter,  be,  duly  granted  and  voted  to  be 
raised  and  levied  upon  his  right  or  share  in  said  wharf,  for  the  space 
of  six  months  after  such  grant,  and  his  proportion  thereof,  shall  have 
been  published  in  two  of  the  Boston  newspapers,  as  aforementioned  ; 
then  the  committee  of  the  said  proprietors,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
their  clerk  or  agent,  may  and  hereby  are  fully  empowered,  from  time 
Committee  em-    to  time,  at  a  publick  vendue,  to  sell  and  convey  away  so  much  of  said 
powered  to  sell    delinquent  proprietor's  right  or  share  in  said  wharf,  whether  divided 
prietor's  rights.   Or  undivided,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  and  satisfy  his  tax  or  propor- 
tion of  such  grant,  and  all  reasonable  charges  attending  such  sale,  to 
Notice  to  be       auy  pcrsou  or  persons  who  shall  give  most  for  the  same, — notice  of 
before'^theVauf*  ^"^^'  ^^^®  being  given  in  two  of  the  Boston  newspapers,  as  aforesaid, 
forty  days  at  least  before  such  sale,  —  and  may  accordingly  execute 
and  give  a  good  deed  or  deeds,  to  the  purchaser  thereof,  to  hold  in 
fee  simple. 
Provided,  — 
Pn.priotoTs'  [Sect.  7.]     That  the  proprietor  or  proprietors    whose  interest  in 

L'ftwei^ve'^^'^'^'^'"  said  wharf  shall  be  so  sold,  shall  have  liberty  to  redeem  the  same,  in 
months,  paying  twclvc  mouths  after  the  said  sale,  by  paving  the  sum  it  may  be  sold 

twflvt?  dlt  cent  '      »/    I.     »/       di  %/ 

with  chi.rges.  '  for,  and  charges,  together  with  the  further  sum  of  twelve  pounds  for 
each  hundred  pounds  produced  by  such  sale,  and  so  p?-o  rata  for  any 
greater  or  lesser  sum  [or  su7ns^,  and  likewise  all  such  further  sum  or 
sums  that  may  have  been  voted  in  the  meantime,  by  the  proprietors, 
for  carrying  on  any  new  work, or  for  repairs  of  said  wharf.  [Passed 
July  14. 


CHAPTER    7. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXING  CERTAIN  LANDS  LYING  IN  THE  TOWN  OF 
HARWICH,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE,  CALLED  POATNAMICUT, 
WITH  THE  INHABITANTS  THEREON,  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  EASTHAM  IN 
THE  SAME  COUNTY. 

Preamble.  WiiEREAS  it  has  been  represented  to  this  court  by  a  number  of  the 

inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Harwicli  called  Poatnamieut,  that  it  is 
with  great  difficulty  they  enjoy  town  privileges  there,  and  that  they 
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can  more  commodiously  enjoy  such  privileges  in  the  town  of  Eastham  ; 
and  the  said  town  of  Harwich  having  consented  that  the  inhabitants 
aforesaid,  including  the  estate  and  dwelling-house  of  Eleazer  Rogers, 
should  be  annexed  to  Eastham,  and  the  town  of  Eastham  has  con- 
sented to  receive  them,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

[Sect.  1.]     That  all  the  lands  in  Harwich,  in  the  county  of  Barn-  Bounds  of  the 
stable,  called  Poatna[nna][mJ]cut,  begiu[?i]iug  at  the  north  bound,  at  ^S^im^x'c^d 
the  precinct  line  of  said  Eastham  ;  then  run[?<]ing,  southerly,  as  that  tothetownof 
precinct  line  runs,  to  the  road  that  leads  from  Eastham  to  Chatham  ;  ^'**'^'"^- 
thence,  still  southerly,  by  said  Chatham  road,  to  a  hill  called  Stoney 
Hill,  a  little  way  southward  of  the  now  dwelling-house  of  Jesse  Rogers  ; 
thence,  south-easterly,  to  a  rock  below  the  bank  at  the  head  of  the  great 
ba}',  a  little  to  the  southward  of  a  cedar  swamp,  including  the  estate 
and  dwelling-house  of  Eleazer  Rogers,  whether  he  be  within  said  line  or 
not;  thence,  from  said  rock,  as  the  channel  now  runs,  to  Po[aJt[et]- 
n[u][a]mic[a][ri]t  Harbour,  which  is  another  bound  between  East- 
ham and  Harwich, —  be  and  are  hereby  annexed  to  the  town  of  East- 
ham, in  the  same  county,  together  with  all  the  in^iabitants  that  now  do 
or  that  shall  hereafter  dwell  thereon,  and  on  the  said  Eleazer  Rogers's 
estate ;  and  they  hereby  are  and  shall  be  subjected  to  do  duty,  and 
int'tled  to  receive  privilege,  equal  with  other  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town  of  Eastham,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  inhabitants  annexed,  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  inhabitants  an- 
their  proportion  of  all  such  province,  county  and  town,  taxes  as  are  "h^jr^'lro"  infoii 
already  set  on  them  by  the  town  of  Harwich,  and  of  all  debts  that  are  of  aii  taxes 
now  due,  if  any,  from  the  said  town,  in  like  manner  as  though  this  Harwich?*^"" 
act  had  not  been  made.     \_Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTER    8. 

AN  ACT   IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT    INTITLED   "AN  ACT  TO  TREVENT 
FRAUD  IN  CORD-WOOD  EXPOSED  TO  SALE." 

Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  Preamble, 
her  late  majesty  Queen  Anne,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  fraud  in  |705-6,  chap.  6, 
cord- wood  exposed  to  sale,"  it  is  enacted  "That  all  cord-wood  ex- 
posed to  sale  shall  be  four  feet  long,  accounting  to  half  the  carf ;  and 
the  cord  being  well  and  close  laid  together,  shall  measure  eight  feet  in 
length,  and  four  feet  in  heig[/i]th;"  notwithstanding  which,  great 
frauds  and  abuses  have  for  several  years  past,  and  still  are,  daily 
committed,  in  bringing  to  many  towns  in  this  province,  and  there 
exposing  to  sale,  great  quantities  of  firewood,  commonly  called  cord- 
wood,  not  more  than  three  feet,  or  three  feet  and  an-half  long, 
whereby  the  inhabitants  of  such  towns,  and  especially  the  poor 
thereof,  are  greatly  injured  and  defrauded,  there  being  no  penalty 
annexed  by  said  law  to  such  persons  as  are  guilty  of  the  breach 
thereof ;  for  remedy  whereof,  and  for  preventing  the  like  abuses  for 
the  future, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]     That  if  any  firewood,  or  wood  designed  for  fewel[l] ,  Wood,  not  four 
commonly  called  cord- wood,  which  be  less  in  length  than  four  feet,  in-  be^fj "fefted!^' '° 
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eluding  half  the  carf  as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  the  first  day  of  August 

next,  be  brought  by  water  into  any  towns  of  this  province  for  sale, 

such  wood  shall  be  forfeited ;  two  third  parts  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 

poor  of  the  town,  and  the  other  third  part  thereof  to  the  sealer  of 

wood  who  shall  seize  the  same  accordingl3^ 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

Selectmen  to  [Sect.  2.]     That,   in  every  town  or  district  within  this  province 

appoint moasur-  •^yijei-g  -^vood  is  usuallv  sold  by  the  cord,  the  selectmen  shall,  annuallv, 

era  ami  sealers  n  •  •  -,  ■  " 

of  wood,  uiKier  or  as  occasiou  shall  require,  nommate  and  appoint  some  meet  persons 

°"'*''  to   by    iiieasure[r]s  and   sealers  of  wood,  who  shall  be  sworn,  in  like 

manner  as  other  town  officers,  to  the  faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of 

their  office  ;   and  the  selectmen  siiall,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such 

fees  or  allowance  for  their  service  as  [as]  they  shall  judge  reasonable. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

wharfiiierr  or         [Sect.  3.]     That  no  wharfinger  or  carter,  shall,  by  himself  or  any 

carrwoo<i!'rV-°   ^ov  Or  uudcr  him,  cart  or  carry  any  firewood,  or  wood  commonly  used 

ccpt  for  their      qj.  intended   for   fewelfll,  from   any  wharf  or  landiui>;-iilace  in  any 

own  use,  that  IS  •        .  i  •  •  "^  i.  #        j.i  "  i  i-  a 

loss  than  four     towu  VI  this  provmcc,  cxccpt  lor  the  proper  use  and  consumption  of 
^''^'i  il',.'f^';f,-,l!i     such  wharfinger  or  carter,  that  shall  not  be  four  feet  in  length,  iuclud- 

and  ni0UfaUiu(.i  o  ^  c^       • 

by  tiie  officer,  mg  half  the  carf,  and  until  it  hath  been  first  measured  by  the  officer 
Bix'shi'ii'iigs.  appointed  by  the  selectmen,  as  aforesaid,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  and 
paying  six  shillings  for  every  load  of  wood  so  carried  off ;  and  every 
wharfinger  shall  be  chargeable  to  the  officer  or  person  appointed  to 
measure  wood,  as  aforesaid,  for  his  fees,  if  demanded,  and  be  com- 
pelled by  law  to  pay  him  the  same. 

And  tvhereas  frequent  complaints  are  made  that  such  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town  of  Boston  as  are  poor,  and  usually  purchase  their 
firewood  and  charcoal  in  small  quantities,  are  greatly  defrauded  in 
their  measure,  and  not  having  the  quantity  bought ;  for  preventing 
whereof,  and  for   ascertaining  the  quantity  of   wood   and   charcoal 
bought,  — - 
Be  it  enacted, 
Carts  and  sleds        [Sect.  4.]     That  cach  Cart  or  sled  employed  by  any  wharfinger  or 
and't/mntltred     common  Carter  belonging  to  the  town  of  Boston,  be  so  marked  and 
uiid  .ciiistered"    numbered  by  the  sealer  of  wood,  on  some  proper  part  of  such  cart  or 
cferk'.  ' '"^"        sled,  as  that  it  may  thereby  be  known  and  seen  what  quantity  of  wood 
such  cart  or  sled  will  contain  and  carry  ;  and  the  marks  and  number 
of   each  cart  or  sled  shall  be  registred  by  the  town  clerk  of   said 
town  :  and  no  wharfinger  or  carter,  aforesaid,  shall  presume  to  carry 
any  wood,  unless  for  his  own  fire,  in  any  cart  or  sled  that  shall  not 
have  been  so  marked,  numbered  and  registred,  and  that  shall   not 
have,  at  the  time  of  such  carrying,  the  marks  and  number  remaining 
visible  thereon. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  and  it  is  the  trae  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  — 
Penalty  for  cart-      [Sect.  5.]     That  whcu  aiiy  person  purchases  a  quantity  of  fire- 
si'^  fee^of 'wood  """ood  for  his  own  luu-ning,  and  lands  it  [in]  [on]  any  wharf  or  landing 
at  a  lime,  in  the  bcsidcs  a  couimon  wharfinger's,  he  may  employ  any  cart  or  carts  to 
carry  off  the  same  :  saving  only  that  such  carter  shall  not  carry  within 
the  town  of  Boston  more  than  six  feet  at  a  time,  under  the  penalty  of 
six  shillings  for  each  offence  ;  and  no  greater  quantity  than  six  feet 
shall,  within  the  town  of  Boston,  be  carried  at  any  one  time  ;  and  every 
person  offending  in  either  of  the  particulars  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  and 
DispnioB  be-       pay  the  sura  of  six  shillings  for  each  offence.     And  if  any  dispute 
nn.rseiier^ about  shall  arisc  between  the  buyer  and  seller  as  to  the  quantity  of  wood 
tiK'fiu.-iMtity  of    delivered,  and  the  quantity  bouo-ht  or  agreed  for,  and  if  on  cording 

WOOU    IIOW  to  DC  !•  *»/0  <^  >  O 

Bellied.  and  sealing  the  same,  at  the  place  of  delivery,  it  shall  appear  there  is 
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not  the  quantity  of  wood  delivered  which  was  bought  or  agreed  for, 
the-  seller  shall  pay  the  buyer  the  costs  of  carting  and  sealing  the  wood 
the  second  time,  as  also  the  sum  of  four  shillings  for  each  offence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  all  baskets  used  and  improved  in  measuring  [of]  Dimensions  of 
charcoal  brought  into  any  town  for  sale,  shall  contain  two  bushels,  ^e^used^iil^  *" 
and  be  of  the  following  dimensions  ;  viz'^'^.,  seventeen  inches  and  an-  measuring  of 
half   deep,  —  measuring  from  the  top  of  the  basket  to  the  highest '^'^^'^'^°*'* 
part  of  the  bottom,  —  and  nineteen  inches  in  breadth  in  every  part 
thereof ;  and  that  the  basket [s]  be  well  heaped,  and  also  be  sealed  by  To  be  sealed. 
the  sealer  of  the  town  where  the  person  so  using  and  improving  the 
same  shall  usually  inhabit  or  reside :    and  every  person  who  shall  Penalty,  if  neg. 
measure  [tliel  charcoal  in  any  basket  of  less  dimensions,  or  not  sealed,  ''^*'**^'^- 
as  aforesaid,   shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  the  sum  of  three 
shillings,  and  the  said  basket  shall  be  destroyed. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  7.]     That  no  person  shall  be  obliged  to  measure  charcoal  Proviscin  case 
where  the  quantity  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  buyer  and  seller.  between'buylr 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  and  seller. 

[Sect.  8.]     That  the  selectmen  of  any  town  where  coal  is  usually  Selectmen,  em- 
sold,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  be  and  hereby  are  fully  empowered  apiToTnT p'Ji-sons 
to  appoint,  as  occasion  shall  require,  such  meet  person  as  they  shall  to  proseeute 
judge  proper,  for  seizing  and  securing  all  baskets  improved  for  meas-  ^ 
uring  coal,  that  are  not  of  .the  dimensions  aforemeutioued,  and  sealed 
as  aforesaid,  and  prosecute  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  guilty 
of  the  breach  of  this  act.     All  fines  and  forfeitures  arising  on  the  Forfeiture,  how 
breach  of  this  act  (those  forfeitures  hereinbefore  mentioned,  which  ">  be  recovered, 
are   otherwise  appropriated  being   excepted)   may   be   recovered   by 
action,  bill,  plaint,  information,  or  presentment  of  the  grand  jury,  in 
any  court  of  record,  or  before  any  of  his  majesty's  justices  of.  the 
peace,  according  to  the   nature  of  the  offence :  one  moiety  thereof 
shall  be  for  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
of  the  town  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed ;  saving  to  any  per- 
son aggrieved  by  any  judgment  or  sentence  for  a  breach  of  this  act,  Persons  aggner. 
his  right  and  liberty  of  appeal  to  the  court,  proper  to  try  the  same  appeai!'^'^^  "^ 
on   appeal,  in   the   county   where   the   offence   shall   be   committed. 
\_Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTER    9. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONFIRMING  THE  TITLES  AND   QUIETING  THE  POSSES- 
SIONS OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  TO^VN  OF  TOWNSHEND. 

Whereas  the  great  and  general  court  or  assembly  of  this  province.  Preamble, 
did,  on  the  fourth  day  of  December,  1719,  grant  a  new  township  at 
a  place  called  Turkey  Hills,  then  called  Northtowu,  now  Townshend, 
which  at  that  time  was  a  frontier  town,  of  six  miles  square  ;  and  said 
court  did,  on  the  seventh  day  of  December,  1719,  appoint  and  fully 
impower  William  Taylor,  Samuel  Thaxter,  Francis  Fullam,  Esqrs., 
Capt.  John  Sheple  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Whittemore,  a  committee  to 
allot  and  grant  out  the  lands  in  said  new  town  ;  which  committee  did 
afterwards,  agreable  to  the  order  of  said  court,  allot  and  grant  out 
said  new  township,  and  make  return  of  their  proceedings  into  the 
secretary's  office,  as  appears  by  the  return  of  the  committee,  under 
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Committee  and 
proprietors' 
doings  lierein, 
confirmed  and 
made  valid. 


their  own  hands,  on  the  proprietors'  book ;  but  the  plan  of  each  lot, 
with  the  then  possessor's  and  proprietor's  name  that  had  the  land 
confirmed  to  him,  is  not  to  be  now  found  in  the  secretary's  office,  nor 
elsewhere,  but  is  supposed  to  be  burnt  among  the  files  when  the  late 
court-house  in  Boston  was  consumed  by  fire, — by  which  means  the 
property  of  some  hundreds  of  the  good  people  of  this  province  is 
rendered  precarious,  as  the  same  lands  have  been  brought  to,  out  of  a 
state  of  nature,  and  been  improved,  between  forty  and  fifty  years,  and 
have  passed,  by  sales,  through  a  great  number  of  hands,  —  so  that, 
without  the  interposition  of  this  court,  the  present  possessors  and  their 
posterity,  and  others,  are  in  great  danger  of  the  greatest  difficulties  and 
distresses  relative  to  their  property  in  said  town ;  for  preventing  of 
which,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  9^vernor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives., 
That  said  committee's  proceedings  allotting  out  and  granting  said 
lands  in  said  Northtown,  with  the  records  and  transfers  of  lots  in 
said  town  which  were  delivered  up  to  said  proprietors  by  order  of  the 
general  court  in  October  the  16,  1728,  be  and  are  hereby  confirmed, 
with  the  said  proprietors'  proceedings  thereon  ever  since ;  and  are 
hereby  made  valid,  in  the  law,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 
\_Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTEE    10. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  NARRA- 
GANSET  NUMBER  ONE,  IN  THE.  COUNTY  OF  YORK,  INTO  A  TOWN 
BY  THE  NAME  OF  BUXTON. 


Preamble. 


Bounds  of  Bux- 
ton. 


Jeremiah  ITill, 
E8q.,empowt>red 
to  call  ameotinjj 
to  ciioose 
officers. 


Whereas,  it  ha[s]  [^7i]  been  represented  to  this  court  that  the 
plantation  called  Narraganset  Number  One,  lying  on  the  east  side  of 
Saco  River,  in  the  county  of  York,  is  competently  filled  with  inhabi- 
tants, who  labour  under  great  difficulties  and  dis[couragements]  [ad- 
vantages'] by  means  of  their  not  being  incorporated  into  a  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  Tliat  the  said  Narraganset  Number  One,  bounded,  south- 
easterly, at  the  heads  of  Bid[cZ]  ef ord  and  Scarborough  ;  south-westerly, 
by  Saco  River;  northwesterly,  by  Pearsontown,  so  called  ;  and  north- 
easterly, by  Gorham,  — be  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into  a  town  by 
the  name  of  Buxton  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be  and  hereby 
are  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  which  the 
inhabitants  of  other  towns  in  this  province,  by  law,  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Jeremiah  Hill,  Esq'^'^.,  he  and  hereby  is  directed 
to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  said  town,  requir- 
ing him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  meet  at  such  time  and 
place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  chuse  all  such  officers  as  towns 
are, by  law,impowered  to  chuse  in  the  month  of  March,  annually;  at 
which  said  meeting  all  the  then  present  inhabitants  shall  be  admitted 
to  vote.     [Passed  July  14. 


[1st  Sess.]  Province  Laws.—  1772-73.  207 


CHAPTER    11. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  IN  EXPLANATION  OF,  AN  ACT  INTITLED 
"  AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  SOUTHERLY  PART  OF  RUTLAND 
AND  THE  NORTHERLY  PART  OF  LEICESTER,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
"WORCESTER,  INTO  A  DISTRICT  BY  THE  NAME   OF  PAXTON." 

Whereas,  in  and  by  an  [an]  act  made  and  passed  in  the  fifth  year  Preamble, 
of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  "An  Act  for  incorporating  Js^t^if ' ''''*^' 
the  southerly  part  of  Rutland  and  the  northerly  part  of  Leicester,  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  into  a  district  by  the  name  of  Paxton," 
among  other  things,  it  is  enacted  that  certain  lands  and  farms,  to- 
gether with  all  the  lands  that  lie  between  the  said  farms,  be  incor- 
porated into  a  district,  provided  such  lands  lying  between  the  said 
farms  do  not  extend  so  far  north  as  the  northerly  line  of  [the]  said 
farms  ;  and  lohereas  one  James  Brown,  at  the  time  of  [the]  said  acts 
being  passed,  was  the  owner  and  possessor  of  lauds  lying  between  the 
farms  aforesaid,  —  which  lands  one  Seth  Metcalf  now  is,  and  for  a  long 
time  past  has  been,  s[ie][ei]zed  and  possessed  of;  and  whereas,  the 
town  of  Rutland  and  the  said  district  of  Paxton,  have  severally 
claimed  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Seth  Metcalf  and  his  farm,  owing 
to  their  different  interpretation  of  the  act  afdresaid,  and  have  taxed 
his  poll  and  estate,  in  all  the  assessments  made  both  in  the  said  town 
and  district  for  several  years  past,  and  have  obliged  him  to  pay  the 
same,  whereby  much  difficulty  hath  arisen,  and  may  arise  hereafter, 
to  [the]  said  town  and  district,  as  well  as  to  the  said  Seth  Metcalf ; 
for  the  prevention  thereof  for  the  future,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  the  said  James  Brown's  farm  aforesaid,  now  owned  and  James  Brown's 
possessed  by  said  Seth  Metcalf,  is  and  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  within  tricTofVs^tont" 
the  jurisdiction  of  said  district  of  Paxton,  and  not  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Rutland ;  and  that  the  said  Seth  Metcalf,  and  any  other 
person  or  persons  who  may  dwell  thereon,  shall,  in  future,  do  duty 
and  be  intitled  to  receive  privilege  in  the  said  district  of  Paxton  ac- 
cordingly.    {^Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTER    12. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  SHERIFFS,  DEPUTY  SHERIFFS,  CORONERS  AND 
THEIR  DEPUTIES,  AND  CONSTABLES,  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  GOODS  AND 
CHATTELS  TAKEN  BY  EXECUTION. 

Whereas  a  question  has  arisen  upon  the  power  of  sheriffs,   deputy  Preamble, 
sheriffs,  coroners  and  constables,  respecting  the  making  sale  of  goods 
and  chattels  taken  by  execution,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  all  sheriffs,  deputy  sheriffs,  coroners  and  their  deputies,  and  Sheriffs  and 
constables,  are  hereby  impowered  to  make  sale,  at  a  public  vendue,  of  empowfre?uo 
all  goods  and  chattels  taken  by  virtue  of  execution,  for  the  satisfac-  sen  goods  and 
tion  of  the  same ;  notice  of  such  sale  being  posted  up  in  some  public  b/ex^icJuon? 
place  or. places  in  the  town  wherein  such  sale  shall  be  made,  foui*  days  lo^gl^""''*^''^"* 


208 


Province  Laws.  — 1772-73.         [Chap.  13.] 


Overplus  to  bo 
restored  to  the 


beforehand ;  and  the  overplus  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  if  any  there 
be,  over  and  above  the  reasonable  charges  of  taking  and  keeping 
them  (which  charge  of  taking  and  keeping  shall  be  indorsed  on  the 
execution,  with  their  fees),  to  be  immediately  restored  to  the  owner  or 
owners  upon  his  or  their  demanding  the  same.     [^Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTER    13. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SUPPLYING  THE    TREASURY   WITH   THE    SUM    OF   TEN 
THOUSAND  THREE  HUNDRED  POUNDS. 


Preamble. 


Treasury  sup- 
plieil  with 
£10,oU0, 


—  ap))ropriated 
as  follows  : 


—  £3,400  for 
payment  of 
grants  and  the 
bounty  on  , 
wolves; 

—  £3,000  for 
payment  of 
debts  where 
there  is  no 
establishment; 


—  £300  for 
commissary's 
disbursements; 

—  £500  for  pay- 
ment of  the 
ffarrison  at  Fort 
I'ownall; 

—£3,000  for 
payment  of  the 
court; 


—£100  for  con- 
tingencies. 


Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  provision  should  be   made   for  the 
support  of  government,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Gouncil  and  House  of  Hepresentatives, 
That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  and  impowered  to 
apply  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  out  of  such 
money  as  he  has  now  or  may  have  in  the  treasury  during  the  course 
of  the  present  year,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  discharge 
of  such  orders  as  shall  be  drawn  on  him  by  the  governor,  with  the 
advice  of  council,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  following  appropriations  ;  to 
wit,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  pounds,  part  of  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  applied 
for  the  payment  of  grants  made  or  to  be  made  by  this  court,  and  the 
bounty  on  wolves ;  and  the  further  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds, 
part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  shall 
be  applied  for  the  discharge  of  debts  owing  from  this  province  to 
persons  who.  have  served,  and  shall  serve  them,  by  order  of  this  court, 
in  such  matters  and  things  where  there  is  no  establishment  nor  any 
certain  sum  assigned  for  that  purpose,  and  for  writing,  printing  and 
paper  for  this  court,  and  such  repairs  of  the  real  estate  belonging  to 
this  province  as  shall  be  made  by  order  of  the  general  assembly  ;  and 
the  further  sum  of  three  hundi'ed  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  commis- 
sary's disbursements ;  and  the  further  sum  of  five  hundi'ed  pounds, 
part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  shall 
be  applied  for  the  discharge  of  the  establishment  for  the  garrison  at 
Fort  Pownall ;  and  the  further  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds,  part 
of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  shall  be 
applied  for  the  payment  of  his  majesty's  council  and  the  members  of 
the  house  of  representatives  serving  in  the  great  and  general  court 
the  present  year ;  and  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  being 
the  remainder  of  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  pounds, 
shall  be  applied  for  such  contingent  and  unforeseen  charges  of  gov- 
ernment as  may  arise,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  [Passed 
July  14. 
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CHAPTER  14. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  PROVINCE  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  HIS  WAR- 
RANTS TO  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS,  DISTRICTS  AND 
OTHER  PLACES  WITHIN  THIS  PROVINCE,  AGREABLY  TO  THE  VAL- 
UATION AND  APPORTIONMENT  AGREED  UPON  BY  THE  HOUSE  OF 
REPRESENTATIVES  AT  THE  SESSION  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT  IN 
MAY,  ONE  THOUSAND    SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-TWO. 

"Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  great  and  general  court  made  and  Preamble, 
passed  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  the  treasurer  of  I'^q^'^^'  *^'"^^''  *' 
the  province  is  directed  and  empowered  to  issue  forth  his  warrants 
directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  and  district  within 
this  province,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real 
and  personal,  within  their  several  towns  and  districts,  for  their  re- 
spective parts  and  portions  of  twenty-seven  thousand  and  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  in  case  the  general  court  at  their  session  in  May,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  some  time  before  the 
twentieth  day  of  June  following,  should  not  agree  and  conclude  upon 
an  act  apportioning  the  said  sum  of  twenty-seven  thousand  and  five 
hundred  pounds,  —  and  the  general  court  not  having  passed  any  act  for 
that  purpose ;  and  whereas,  the  house  of  representatives  have,  at  the 
present  session  of  the  general  court,  agreed  upon  and  ordered  a  new 
valuation  and  apportionment  of  ^f'hat  each  town,  district  and  other 
place  assessed  shall  pay  to  each  thousand  pounds,  as  recorded  in  the 
journals  of  the  house,* — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  RepresentaUves, 
That  the  province  treasurer,  in  apportioning  the  aforesaid  sum  of  TreaBurer,  in 
twenty-seven  thousand  and  five  hundred  pounds,  shall  observe  and  the'°im° 0°^ 
govern  himself  by  the  valuation  and  apportionment  agreed  upon  by  "^^I^rne'd  u  ^the 
the  house  of  representatives  the  present  session;   and  the  assessors  valuation  agreed 
of  the  several  towns,  districts  and  other  places,  in  apportioning  the  eat^sessTonr*" 
sums  assessed  upon  their  respective  towns,  districts  and  other  places, 
shall  observe  and  be  governed  by  the  last  tax  act,  and  be  subjected, 
for  their  neglect,  to  the  penalties  in  the  act  of  the  fourth  year  of  his 

*  On  the  29th  of  May,  1772,  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  House  to  fix  the  pro- 
portion which  each  town  should  pay  of  the  tax  to  be  assessed  this  year,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  valuation  act  of  tlie  previous  year  — 1771-72,  chap.  3.  This  com- 
mittee, which  was  composed  of  representatives  from  ali  the  counties,  made  a  report  on  the  2d 
of  July,  which  was  debated  on  the  two  following  days,  —  the  House,  on  the  last  day,  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole.  The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  valuation  be  referred  to  the  next  session,  was  not 
accepted,  and  the  report  of  the  latter  committee  was  further  considered,  July  6th,  when  it 
was  rejected,  and  the  committee,  some  vacancies  in  which  were  supplied,  was  ordered  to 
sit  again.  On  the  11th  of  July,  the  committee  made  a  second  report,  u|)on  which  an  order 
passed  allowing  the  members  of  the  committee  from  each  county  to  withdraw,  and  report 
such  amendments,  affecting  only  their  respective  counties,  as  should  appear  to  tliem 
reasonable.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  after  all  proposed  amendments  had  been 
voted  upon,  and  the  amendments  that  were  adopted  had  been  incorporated,  the  following 
proceedings  were  had :  — 

"  July  13,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  on  Saturday  last  to  conform  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  Valuation  to  the  several  Amendments  made  in  the  House  thereon, 
reported. 

Read,  and  thereupon  the  House  passed  the  following  Resolve,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  Tax  of  a  Thousand  Pounds  upon  the  several  Towns  through  the 
Province  be  in  the  following  Proportion,  viz. 
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late  majesty,  King  George  the  Second,  intitled  "  An  Act  directing  liow 
rates  and  taxes  to  be  gi-anted  by  the  general  assembly,  as  also  county 


County  of  Suppolk. 

Bedford, 

£2    Ss.iOirf. 

HolHston, 

2  12      7^ 

Each  town's 

Boston,  .... 

£92     OS.  lOrf. 

Tewksbury,  . 

2    2      03 

proportion  of  a 

Roxbury, 

9     7     101 

Acton,    .... 

2    9      64 

tax  of  £1,000, 

Dorchester, 

6  14    10| 

Dunstable, 

2    5      91 
2    5      l| 

Milton,    . 

3  16      2 

Lincoln 

Braintree, 
Weymouth, 

8    4    11 

4    9      5} 

£130  lis.  6d. 

Hingham, 

6    0      8 
2    0      83 

Cohasset, 

Dedham, 
Medfieia, 

7    3      4i 
2  17      8i 

County  of  Hampshire. 

Wrenthatn,    . 

'    ^      Vl 

Springfield, £11    9.?.    Id. 

Brookline, 

2  15      5J 

Willbraham,  .        .        . 

2    8      8 

Needham, 

2  18      61 

Northampton, 

5       9          4; 

1  18    11: 

Stoughton,     . 

5  13      bh 

Southampton, 

Stoughtonham 

,      . 

2  11-   lU 
2  18      7| 

Hadley 

2    6      0 

Medway, 

South  Hadley, 

1  15      93 

2  11      8| 

Bellingham,    . 

1  18      0 

Amherst, 

Hull, 

0  13      4J 

Granby,  .... 

14      8 

Walpole, 

2    7    lOJ 

Hattteld, 

2  14      93 

Chelsea,  . 

1  18      43 

Whately, 

0  19      4 

Williamsburgh, 

0  13    103 

£174    2».  3Jd. 

Westtield, 
Deerfleld, 
Greenfield,     . 
Shelburne, 
Conway, 

3  18      1 

2  16      83 
1  16      4 

County  op  Essex. 
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1    4      73 

Salem £26  lis.  3hd. 

Sunderland,    . 

1  13      23 

1  9      9l 

2  0      44 
.       3    7      21 

2    0      3 

Danvers, 

8    6      71 

Montague, 

Ipswich, 

Newbury, 

Newburyport 

14    4      41 
13    3    lO.i 
13  11      6 

Northlield,      . 

Brimiield, 

South  Brimfleld,    . 

Marblehead, 

18    2      33 

Monson,  .... 

1  14    10 

Lynn, 
Andover, 

6    9      3J 

10  17      71 

Felham,  .... 
Greenwich,     . 

1  17    10 
1  17      8J 

Beverly, . 
Rowley,  . 
Salisbury, 
Haverhill,       « 

7  12      73 
6    3    10 

6  8      13 

7  15      81 

•  Blaiiford, 

Palmer,  .... 
Granville,        .        .        . 
New  Salem,    . 

17      8 
1  18      6 
3    7      11 
1  13      9 

Gloucester,     . 

11    3      2 

Belcherstown, 

2    2      9 

Topsfleld, 

Almsbury, 

Bradford, 

2  18      0^ 

4  17    n 

4    7      7 

Colrain 

Ware 

Warwick, 

1    4      9J 
10      0 
0  16      0 

Wenham, 

1  15      2, 

Bernardston,  . 

1    1     10 

Manchester, 

2    6      53 

Murrayfleld,  . 

1    4      84 

Methuen, 

3  13      2i 

Cbarlemont,  . 

0  17      91 

Boxford, 
Middleton, 

3  13      4, 

2    7    lOj 

Ashfleld, 
Worthington, 

1    0      3| 
0  10      1| 

Sluitehbury,    ... 
Chesterfield,  . 
Southwick, 

119 

£175    9s.  Sid. 

1  12      9, 
19      0. 

Suffield 

Enfleid 

6    6      6 
3  16      8 

County  of  Middlesex. 
Cambridge, £8    Is.  3Jd. 

Soniers,  .... 

3    0      6 

£96    2s.  lOd. 

Charlestown, 
Watertown,   . 

»    0      « 
3    7      3| 

"Woburn, 

6  10      43 

6    0    lol 

County  op  Plymouth. 

Concord, 

Newton, 

4  13    113 

Plymouth 

£7    Os.l03(«. 

Reading, 

6    7      4 

Scituate, 

8  12    11 

Marlborough, 

6    3      6J 

Duxbury, 

3    2    103 

Billerica, 

4    4      0 

Marshfield,     . 

3  13      44 

Framingham, 

.        4  17      7 

Bridgwater,    . 

12  12      71 
10  15    104 

Lexington, 

3    7      4J 

Middleborough,      . 

Chelmsford, 

3  15      5 

Rochester, 

6    4      94 

Sherburne, 

2    8      0 

Plympton, 

4    0      2 

Sudbury, 

6  11      23 
8    2      6| 

Pembroke, 

4  11      91 

Maiden,  . 

Kingston, 

2  13      8| 

"Weston, 

3    2      83 

Ablngton, 

3    4      23 
2    9     114 

Medford, 

4    0      0 

Hanover, 

Littleton, 

3    1      5i 

Halifax,  .... 

1  12    lOJ 

Hopkinton, 
Wesford, 

3    3    114 
3    9      21 
3    0      4| 

Wareham, 

1  11      43 

Waltham, 

£71    78.  ild. 

Stow,      . 
Groton,  . 

2  15      63 
4  15      13 

Shirley,  . 

1  13    lOJ 

County  of  Barnstable. 

Peppenell, 

2  12    10 

Townshend, 

2    0      8 

Barnstable,    . 

.     £6    9s.   6d. 

Ashby,    . 

0  17      8 

Sandwich,      .        .'      . 

6    0      94 

Stoneham, 

1    3     8i 

Yarmouth,      . 

4  10    113 

Wilmington, 

1  18      4 

Eastham, 

3    7      3 

Natick,   . 

1  11      5J 

Wellfleet, 

, 

2  13      24 

Dracut,  . 

.        2  14      9^ 

Chatham,       «       .       • 

• 

.     1  u    24 
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and*  town  and  precinct  charges,!  shall  be  assessed  and  collected. 
l^Passed  July  14. 


Harwich, 
Falmouth, 
Truro,     . 


£4    la.  3d. 
3  14      0 
2    4      4i 


£33  16s.    6\d. 


County  of  Bristol. 


Taunton, 

Uehoboth, 

Swanzey, 

Dartmouth, 

Norton,   . 

Mansfield, 

Attleborough, 

Dighton, 

Freetown, 

Kaiuham, 

Easton,    . 

Berkley,  . 


£7  ISs.Uld 

9  19 

'^ 

4  12 

0^ 

17    3 

''h 

3  12 

^ 

2    6 

11^ 

6  17 

1 

3    7 

OJ. 

3  18 

2    9 

2  14 

1  18 

2j 

£65  178 

6d. 

CoDNTY  OF  York 


York,      . 

Kittery,  . 

Wells,     . 

Berwick, 

Arundel, 

Biddeford, 

Peperulboroug 

Lebanon, 

Sandford, 

Naraganset  No.  1, 


b. 


£42  10s.  3d. 


County  of  Dukes  County. 


Edgartown, 

Cbilmark, 

Tisbury, 


£2    Ss.  9d. 
3    0      21 
2    4      2j 


£7  13«.  2id. 


County  of  Nantucket. 
Sherburne, £11  168.  Od. 


County  of  Worcester. 


Worcester, 
Lancaster, 
Mendon, 
Brookfield, 
Oxford,  . 
Charlton, 
Button,    . 
Leicester, 
Spencer, 
Paxton,  . 
Rutland, 
Oakham, 
Hubbardston, 
New  Braintree, 
Bouthborougb, 
Westborough, 
Northborough, 
Shrewsbury, . 
Lunenburgh,  . 
Fitchburgh,    . 
Uxbridge, 
Harvard,        . 
Dudley,  . 
Rutland  District, 
Bolton,  .        . 
Upton,    .        , 
Bturbridge,    . 


£6    78. 
7  19 

6  18 

7  13 
2  15 
2  15 
7  12 
2  18 

2  8 
1  12 

3  13 

1  2 

0  12 

2  10 
2  16 

2  18 

1  19 
5    7 

3  18 
1  6 
3  16 
3  17 


2J 

n 

io| 

23 

n 

3 

105 

93 

103 

6J 


Leominster, 

Hardwiek, 

Western, 

Holden,  . 

Douglass, 

Grafton, 

Petersham, 

Royalston, 

Westminster, 

Athol,     . 

Templeton, 

Princeton, 

Ashburnham 

Winchendon_ 

Woodstock,    , 


collect 

ed." 

ABsessors  to  be 

governed  by 

the  last  tax  act, 

and,  for  neglect, 

subject  to  cer- 

£2  188. 

3d. 

tain  penalties, 

4    5 

n 

&c. 

2  13 

83 

1730,  chap.  1. 

2    0 

7 

1  13 

H 

2  17 

3 

2  17 

9; 

0  12 

4; 

0; 

8 

2    9 

1  11 

1  18 

9 

1  16 

4 

0  17 

5, 
4| 

0  14 

T    7 

9 

£133    Is.lljd. 

County  of  Cumberland. 


Falmouth, 
North  Yarmouth, 
Scarborough, 
Br^inswick,    • 
Gorham, 
Harpswell, 
Windham, 
Cape  Elizabeth, 
New  Gloucester, 
Piersontown, 
New  Boston,  . 


£10    48 

dd. 

3  16 

21 

3  17 

9^ 

2    1 

0 

2    0 

63 

1  18 

4 

0  17 

S\ 

3  15 

U 

0  14 

11 

0    9 

0 

0    6 

11 

£30   i«.  ejrf. 


CouNT^  of  Lincoln. 


Pownalborough, 
Georgetown,  . 
Woolwich,     . 
Newcastle,     . 
Topsham, 
Boothbay, 
Bristol,  . 
Bowdoinham, 
Medumcook,  . 
Hallowell, 
Broadbay, 
Vassallborough, 
St.  Georges,  . 
WInthrop, 
Winslow,        . 
Gardner's  Town, 


£2  158.  9d. 
3  13      7 


11 
4i 
H 
9i 
33 
63 
9i 

7| 


0  19 

0    8  8J 

0  19  o| 

0    6  73 

0    a  10 

0  12  li 

£17  148.  lid. 


CoDNTT  OF  Berkshire. 


Sheffield, 

Great  Barrington, 

Stockbridge,  .        . 

Pittsfleld, 

New  Marlborough, 

Egremont,      .        . 

Richmond, 

Lenox,     .        .        . 

Tyringham,    .        . 

Tyringham  Equivalent, 

Lanesborough,       . 

Sandi^eld,     . 

Williamstown, 

Becket,   .        .        . 

Qageborough, 

Partridgefield, 

EaslhooBUck,  . 

Jericho,  .        .        . 

Plantation  No.  5,   . 

Plantation  No.  7,   . 

Plantation  Harlwood, 


£4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
0 
1 
1 
1 
0 
2 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


3«.  lOd. 
9   0 


14  10 

2  5 
0  0.V 

3  9 
9  8 

14  Hi 

10  104 

14  0 

16  3J 

10  lOi 

1£  10 

7  0 

10  0 

10  0 

4  53 


—  Bouse  Journal,  p.  114. 


£28  138.  9d. 


*  Tbli  word  is  not  In  the  title  of  the  act. 


t  "  Rates,"  in  the  title. 
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Preamble. 
1764-65,  chap. 
2d. 


Act  for  rcgulat- 
insj  fees,  cou- 
tiiiued. 


CHAPTER  15. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INTITULED  "AN  ACT  FOR  ESTAB- 
LISHING AND  REGULATING  THE  FEES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  OFFICERS, 
WITHIN  THIS  PROVINCE,  HEREAFTER  MENTIONED." 

Whereas  the  act  intitled  "  An  Act  for  establishing  and  regulating 
the  fees  of  the  several  officers,  within  this  province,  hereafter  men- 
tioned," made  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  is  near 
expiring,  and  having  been  found  useful  and  beneficial,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

That  the  act  aforesaid  be  continued,  with  all  [and'\  every  article, 
clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  and  shall  be  in  force  from 
the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the  general  assembly,  to  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  the  general  assembly,  and  no  longer.  \_Passed 
July  14. 


CHAPTER   16. 

AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  AND  CARRY  INTO  EXECUTION  AN  ACT  MADE  IN 
THE  FIFTH  YEAR  OF  HIS  PRESENT  MAJESTY'S  REIGN,  INTITLED 
"AN  ACT  FOR  RAISING  BY  LOTTERY  THE  SUM  OF  THREE  THOU- 
SAND TWO  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  FOR  BUILDING  ANOTHER  HALL  FOR 
THE  STUDENTS  OF  HARVARD   COLLEGE  TO  DWELL  IN." 


Preamble. 
1765-69,  chap. 
21. 


Managers  ap- 
pointed to  carry 
Into  execution 
the  act  for  rais- 
inga  Kum  of 
money  by  lot- 
tery,for  building 
a  new  hall  for 
the  use  of  Har- 
vard College. 


Whekeas,  in  and  by  the  same  act,  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  his 
present  majesty's  reign,  it  is  enacted  *'  That  Thomas  Hubbard.  Esq'^''^., 
Harrison  Gray,  Esq'^''].,  Thomas  Flucker,  Esqi^'^,  Edward  Holyoke, 
Esqi^""^.,  Joseph  Lee,  Esqi^'^.,  John  Winthrop,  Esqi^'^.,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Gray,  be  appointed  and  empowered  directors  to  set  up  and  carry  on 
a  lottery  or  lotteries,  in  one  or  more  classes,  whereby  to  raise  the  sum 
of  three  thousand  and  two  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money  ;  which  sum 
so  to  be  raised,  and  every  part  thereof  from  time  to  time  so  raised, 
after  deducting  the  necessary  expences,  to  be  settled  and  approved  of 
by  the  governor  and  council,  shall  be  paid  unto  the  treasurer  of  the 
province,  to  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  for  building  a  new  hall  for  lodging- 
rooms,  as  beforementioned,  for  the  use  of  Harvard  College  as  afore- 
said ; "  and  whereas,  since  the  making  and  passing  the  same  act,  the 
said  Edward  Holyoke  hath  died,  and  the  said  Thomas  Hubbard,  Har- 
rison Gray,  Thomas  Flucker,  Joseph  Lee,  John  Winthrop  and  Thomas 
Gray,  have  declined  to  accept  and  carry  into  execution  the  said 
trust,  — 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Eejrresentatives, 
That  in  the  room  and  stead  t)f  the  said  Thomas  Hubbard,  Harrison 
Gray,  Thomas  Flucker,  Edward  Holyoke,  Joseph  Lee,  John  Winthrop 
and  Thomas  Gray,  be  placed  and  appointed  Joseph  Jackson,  William 
Blair  Townsend,  Esq'r[s] ,  Jonathan  Mason,  William  Greenleaf ,  Samuel 
Austin  and  Henry  Hill,  merchants ;  and  that  they,  the  said  Joseph 
Jackson,  AVilliam  Blair  Townsend,  Jonathan  Mason,  William  Green- 
leaf,  Samuel  Austin  and  Henry  Hill,  or  any  four  of  them,  be,  and 
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they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  directors  to  carry  into 
execution  the  same  act,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, under  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions,  and  subject  to  the 
same  limitations  and  provisions,  as  in  and  by  the  same  act,  made  in 
the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  the  said  Thomas 
Hubbard,  Harrison  Gray,  Thomas  Flucker,  Edward  Holyokc,  Joseph 
Lee,  John  Winthrop  and  Thomas  Gray  were  allowed  and  empowered. 
[^Passed  July  2 


CHAPTER  17. 

AN    ACT    FOR    REGULATING    TOWN    MEETINGS     IN    THE    TOWN    OF 

DANVERS. 

"Whereas  the  two  parishes  in  the  town  of  Danvers,  now  known  by  Preamble, 
the  name  of  the  north  and  south  parish  within  said  town,  on  the 
second  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  by  a 
committee  from  each  parish,  did  enter  into  agreement  with  each  other, 
that,  when  they  should  be  incorporated  into  a  town,  the  town  meet- 
ings should  be  convened  and  held,  one  year  in  one  parish,  and  the 
next  year  in  the  other,  and  that  the  major  part  of  the  selectmen  and 
assessors,  to  be  afterwards  chosen  for  said  town,  shall  be  inhabi- 
tants of  the  parish  where  [said]  \_siic7i']  meeting  should  be  held ;  and 
that  each  parish  should  share  equally  in  all  profits  and  benefits  that 
should  afterwards  accrue  to 'said  town:  and  loJiereas,  the  town  of 
Danvers,  notwithstanding  the  aforesaid  agreement,  have  held  a  town 
meeting,  passed  votes,  and  chosen  selectmen  and  assessors,  directly 
contrary  to  said  agi-eement,  and  greatly  tending  to  the  disquiet  of  the 
whole  town  of  Danvers,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  the  north  parish, 
in  particular,  are  defeated  of  the  advantages  of  their  said  agreement, 
and  many  evils  have  already  arisen,  and  are  likely  thereupon  to  arise, 
to  said  town,  if  not  speedily  prevented  ;  for  remedy  whereof, — 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  during  Townmeotings 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  all  town  meetings  to  be  holden  within  and  fhi'niajor'pait 
for  the  town  of  Danvers,  shall  be  convened  and  held,  the  one  year  in  the  of  the  scicot- 

men   &c.«  to  no 

north,  and  the  next  in  the  south,  parish  in  said  town,  successively,  chosen,  aiier- 
aud  that  there  shall  be  chosen  the  major  part  of  the  selectmen  and  northlimi  south 
assessors  out  of  the  same  parish  where  the  meeting  shall  be  so  held;  parishes  in  Dan. 
and  all  town  meetings  held  in  and  for  the  said  town  of  Danvers,  for  ^^'^' 
one  year  next  after  the  first  day  of  March  next  ensuing,  shall  be  con- 
vened and  held  at  some  convenient  place  in  the  said  north  parish  in 
Danvers  ;  and  the  major  part  of  the  selectmen  and  assessors  shall  be 
chosen  within  the  bounds  or  limits  of  the  said  north  parish,  for  the 
same  year;  and  so,  toties  quoties,  for  each  parish,  in  a  regular  annual 
succession,  to   hold  meetings,  and  chuse  their  town  officers,  in  the 
manner  as  is  above  expressed. 

And  he  itfuHlier  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  selectmen  of  said  town  are  hereby  empowered  Selectmen  and 
and  directed,  whenever  it  shall  be  necessary  to  notify  or  warn  a  town  calnng  ami '" 
meeting,  to  direct  their  warrant  to  the  constable  or  constables  of  said  meeu" ^s't^oTon. 
town,  and  to  make  the  directions  therein  conformable  to  the  rules  and  form  to  tiiis  act. 
restrictions  in  this  present  act  made  and  provided ;  and  the  said  con- 
stable or  conistablea  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice  thereof,  and  to 
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Town  meetings 
held,  and  pro- 
ceedings there- 
at, contrary  to 
this  act.declared 
void. 


All  privileges, 
&c.,  to  be  shared 
by  said  parishes 
according:  to 
their  agreement. 


Continuation. 


notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  accordingly ;  and  all 
town  meetings  warned  or  held  in  the  town  of  Qanvers  contrary  to  the 
rules  in  this  present  act  made  and  provided,  and  all  transactions, 
matters  and  things  transacted  and  done  at  any  such  meeting,  shall  be 
considered  as  null  and  void  in  law,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  all  privileges,  profits,  bequests,  benefits  or  emolu- 
ments accruing  to  the  inhabitants  of  Danvers,  as  a  town,  shall  be 
equally  shared  by  the  said  parishes  according  to  the  nature  and 
tenure  of  their  agreement,  as  aforesaid ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

[Sect.  4.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of 
three  years  from  the  first  day  of  March  next,  and  no  longer.  [Passed 
July  14. 


CHAPTER   18. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  CURRENCY  OF  THE  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  OF 
THE  GOVERNMENTS  OF  NEW  YORK,  NEW  JERSEY  AND  NOVA  SCOTIA. 


Preamble.  "Whereas  the  bills  of  the  governments  of  New  York,  New  Jersey 

and  Nova  Scotia,  have  long  since  obtained  a  currency  in  some  parts 
of  this  government ;  and  whereas  the  government  of  New  York 
have,  the  last  year,  emitted  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds,  which  are  in  no  way  a  tender,  —  saving  in  the  treasury  of 
the  said  province,  —  and  already  begin  to  depre[t]  [cjiate  among  them- 
selves ;  and  as  many  of  the  bills  of  the  said  last  emission,  as  well  as 
the  bills  of  the  former  emissions,  of  the  aforesaid  governments  are 
counterfeited,  by  which  many  persons  are  already  sufferers,  and  more 
liable  to  be  so,  and  as  all  paper  bills  are  liable  to  depreciation, — 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]  That  if  any  person,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  shall,  within 
this  government,  account,  receive,  take  or  pay  any  bill,  or  bills,  of 
credit  of  either  the  governments  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  or  Nova 
Scotia,  in  discharge  of  any  contract  or  bargain,  for  any  valuable  con- 
sideration whatsoever,  every  such  person  so  accounting,  taking  or 
paying  the  same  within  this  government  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
twenty  pounds  for  every  offence  ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  his  majesty, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  to  and  for  the  use  of  this  government,  the 
other  moiety  to  him  or  them  that  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  to  be  recov- 
ered, with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  of  his  majesty's 
courts  of  record  within  this  province,  or  by  presentment  of  the  grand 
jury. 

ConUnuation.  [Sect.  2.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  to  the  [thirtie] 

[5()]th  day  of  April  next,  and  no  longer.     \_Passed  July  14. 


Bills  of  credit 
of  the  govern- 
ments of  New 
York,  New 
JcTsey  and 
Nova  Scotia, 
prohibited,  on 
penalty  of  £20. 
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CHAPTER    19. 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  TWOPENCE  PER  ACRE,  FOR  ONE 
YEAR  NEXT  TO  COME,  AND  [OF]  [FOR]  ONE  PENNY  PER  ACRE,  FOR 
A  SECOND  YEAR  NEXT  TO  COME,  ON  ALL  THE  LANDS  IN  THE  DIS- 
TRICT OF  IIUBBARDSTON  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER,  AND  FOR 
SUBJECTING  THE  LANDS  OF  SUCH  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  AS  NEGLECT 
OR  REFUSE  TO  PAY  THE  SAID  TAXES,  TO  BE  SOLD  FOR  THE  PAY- 
MENT THEREOF. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Hubbardston  in  the  Preamble, 
county  of  Worcester,  have  petitioned  this  court,  setting  forth  that 
they  are  desirous  of  building  a  meeting-house  for  the  publick  worship 
of  God,  and  to  make  and  repair  the  roads  in  said  district,  and  by  rea- 
son of  the  smallness  of  their  number,  and  of  their  poverty,  occasioned 
by  the  infancy  of  their  settlements,  they  are  unable  to  effect  the  same  ; 
and  praying  that  a  tax  may  be  laid  on  all  the  lands  in  said  district  for 
that  purpose,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  two-  Tax  granted  on 
pence  per  acre  for  one  year  next  to  come,  and  of  one  penny  per  acre  "a"n™/in°H'\,_ 
for  the  second  year  next  to  come,  on  all  the  lands  in  [the]  said  district  bardston. 
of  Hubbardston,  and  that  Joseph  Grimes,  Joseph  Starrow  and  John  Assessors  and 
Woods,  of  the  said  district  of  Hubbardston,  or  the  survivors  of  them,  °°i'n °e^"  "''P' 
be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  assess  and  collect  the  same,  and 
shall  be  under  oath  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  theh'  trust. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2,]     That  the  monies  arising  by  the  taxes  aforesaid,  after  Moneys  arising 
deducting  the  necessary  charges  of  assessing  and  collecting  the  same  thereby,  appro- 

•^  ./  o  .   ^    ,        ,  ^  priatca  to  cer- 

(to  be  adjusted  by  the  selectmen  of  the  said  district) ,  shall  remain  in  tain  purposes, 
the  hands  of  the  said  Joseph  Grimes,  Joseph  Starrow  and  John 
AVoods,  or  the  survivors  of  them,  to  be  applied  as  they  shall  be  di- 
rected, from  time  to  time,  by  the  said  selectmen,  in  building  a  meeting- 
house and  in  making  and  repau'ing  roads  in  the  said  district  as  above 
mentioned. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  if  any  of  the  proprietors  of  the  said  lands  shall  on  default  of 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said  collectors  the  sums  from  time  to  time  {!f/™h"'je[in'*''^ 
assessed  thereon  agre[e]able  to  this  act,  for  sixty  days  after  such  as-  que'nt propri- 
sessments  are  made,  and  published,  — by  posting  up  the  same  in  the  dis-  be°8oid!'"^* '° 
trict  of  Hubbardston,  and  in  the  shire  town  of  the  county  of  Worces- 
ter, —  then  and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said 
assessors  to  post  up,  in  some  publick  place  or  places  in  said  district, 
notifications  of  the  intended  sale  of  so  much,  and  no  more,  of  such  de-  Notifications  of 
linquent  proprietor's  lands  as  shall  be  necessary  to  pay  and  satisfy  such  ttJ-gt*^'®''"  ^^ 
taxes,  and  other  necessary  intervening  charges,  three  months  before 
the  same  be  sold  ;  and  also  the  said  assessors  shall  be  obliged,  for  the 
notification  of  the  proprietors,  to  adverti[z][s]e  in  two  of  the  Boston 
newspapers  ;   viz'^'^.,  "  The  Massachusetts  Gazette  and  Boston  Weekly 
News-Letter,"   and   "Boston  Gazette  and  Country  Journal,"   three 
several  weeks,  such  intended  sale,  at  least  three  months  before  the  said 
lands  be  sold  ;  and  if  any  of  the  delinquent  proprietors  shall  not,  by  that 
time,  pay  such  assessment  and  charges,  then  and  in  such  case  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  assessors,  at  a  publick  vendue  to  make 
Bale  of  so  much  of  such  delinquent  proprietors'  lands  as  shall  be  suflS- 


i  given. 
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cient  for  that  purpose :  provided,  said  assessors  proceed  to  make  those 
sales  within  three  days  after  the  time  set[«]  for  said  sales,  and  shall  not 
make  any  adjournment  of  the  same  after  said  three  days  ;  and  to  make 
and  execute  deeds,  in  the  law,  for  the  conveyance  of  such  lands  of  the 
proprietors  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  which  deeds  shall 
be  good  and  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  the  law,  for  conveying 
such  estates  to  tlie  purchaser  or  purchasers,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
forever. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 
To  have  liberty       [Sect.  4.]     That  the  Said  proprietors,  then*  heirs  or  assigns,  shall 
on  thdr"i)!iynig  havc  liberty  of  redemption  of  their  lands  that  may  be  sold  for  the 
^xes,  charges,    nou-paymcut  of  the  taxes  granted  as  aforesaid,  they  paying  to  the 
year.  purchaser  or  purchasers,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  respectively,  within  one 

year  afterwards,  the  sums  for  which  the  said  lands  may  have  been 
sold,  with  charges  of  sale,  and  costs,  with  the  further  sum  of  twelve 
pounds  for  each  hundred  pounds  of  money  produced  by  said  sale,  and 
Assessors,  upon  proportiouably  for  any  other  sum :    and'  that  the  said  assessors,  or 
iiwr^an  accouiit  ^^®  major  part  of  them,  shall,  upon  the  request  made  to  any  one  of  the 
of  the  particu-    said  asscssors,  either  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  or  at  any  time  within 
t'h"himir8haii    ouc  year  afterwards,  by  the  person  who  at  the  time  of  sale  shall  be  or 
have  been  sold,   jiath  been  the  owner  of  the  land[s]  sold,  or  his  heirs,  make  and  de- 
liver to  him  or  them  an  account  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  of  the 
several  particulars  which  shall  constitute  the  whole  sum  for  the  levy- 
ing whereof  such  land  shall  have  been  sold. 
One  hundred  And  lohereas  the  propriety  of  said  district  made  a  donation  to  said 

gi'venby  thb*^      district  of  OUC  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  within  the  same,  for  the  use 
proprietors  for    of  a  school  ill  the  Said  district,  with  intent  that  it  should  not  be  alien- 

the  use  of  a  ^     t   j.  •  -i  n 

school:  ated  from  said  use  forever, — ■ 

Be  it  therefore  enacted, 
—  to  remain  for       [Sect.  5.]     That  the  Said  one  hundred  acres  of  land  shall  remain 
ami not^'obe'      foi'  the  usc  of  a  school  in  [the]  said  district,  forever,  and  not  [to']  be 
alienated  nor      alienated,  and  the  said  district  shall  not  hereafter  lease  out  the  same 
than  three  years,  for  more  than  three  years  at  any  one  time.     [^Passed  July  14. 

at  one  time. 


CHAPTER    20. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  OYSTERS  IN  CHARLES  AND 

MISTICK  RIVERS. 

Preamble.  "Whereas  SO  many  oystcrs  have  been  of  late  taken  in  Charles  and 

Mistick  rivers,  in  time  of  oysters'  casting  their  spawn,  as  will  soon 
totally  destroy  the  oysters  in  said  rivers  if  [the]  said  practice  should 
be  continued ;  for  preventing  the  like  for  the  future,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
Oysters  notto  [Sect.  1.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  after  the  twentieth 
be  taken  within  of  this  iustant  July  aud  before  the  twentieth  of  September,  next,  and 

a  certain  tmio,  -  i        i       •  ji  •  „      ,  •  .  ,.  , 

on  penalty  of  c'l.  afterwards,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  at  any  time  from  the 
first  day  of  May  to  the  twentieth  of  September,  annually,  presume  to 
take  any  oysters  in  either  of  the  rivers  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  for- 
feit for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  five  pounds. 
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[And]  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  sell  or  dispose  of  Persons  selling 
any  oysters  taken  contrary  to  this  act,   he  or  they  for  every  such  w^tw.?tifan?me, 
offence  shall  forfeit  forty  shillings.  to  forfeit  40s. 

[Sect.  3.]     All  fines  and  forfeitures  by  this  act  incurred,  to  be  re-  Fines.howtobe 
covered  by  action  of  debt,  or  by  presentment  of  the  grand  jury ;  one  afTpiied?'^  ""'* 
half  thereof  to  him  or  them  that  shall  inform  or  sue  for  the  same,  the 
other  half  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  town  where  such  oysters  shall  be 
taken. 

[Sect.  4.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  Continuation, 
three  years  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  and  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and 
no  longer.     \_Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTER    21. 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  ONE  PENNY  PER  ACRE^  YEARLY,  FOR 
THE  TERM  OF  THREE  YEARS,  SUCCESSIVELY,  ON  ALL  THE  UNIM- 
PROVED LANDS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  SHELBURNE,IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
HAMPSHIRE ,  AND  FOR  SUBJECTING  THE  LANDS  OF  SUCH  OF  THE 
PROPRIETORS  AS  NEGLECT  OR  REFUSE  TO  PAY  THE  SAID  TAX,  TO 
BE  SOLD  FOR  THE  PAYMENT  THEREOF. 

"Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Shelburne,  in  the  county  Preamble, 
of  Hampshire,  have  petitioned  this  court,  setting  forth  that  they  are 
desirous  of  building  a  meeting-house  and  settling  a  minister  in  the 
said  district,  but  that,  by  reason  of  the  smallness  of  then*  number, 
and  of  their  poverty,  occasioned  by  the  infancy  of  their  settlements, 
they  are  unable  to  effect  the  same ;  and  praying  that  a  tax  may  be 
laid  on  the  unimproved  lands  in  the  said  district  for  that  purpose,  — 

Be   it  therefore   enacted  by   the  Governor,  Council    and   House   of 
Representatives, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  there  be   and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  one  Tax  granted  on 
penny  per  acre  on  all  the  unimproved  lands  in  the  said  district  of  }and""iTsher*^ 
Shelburne,  yearly,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  successively  ;  and  that  bume. 
the  inhabitants  of  the.  said  district  be  and  hereby  are  [e]  [i]mpowered, 
at  any  legal  meeting,  as  occasion  shall  require,  to  make  choice  of  such  " 
and  so  mAny  persons  as  they  may  think  needful  to  assess  the  said  tax.  Assessors  and 
and  also  a  collector,  or  collectors,  to  gather  and  collect  the  same  ;  which  chosen°to'be''* 
persons,  so  chosen  to  assess  and  collect  said  tax,  shall  be  under  oath  under  oath, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  said  trust,  respectively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  monies  arising  by  the  said  tax,  after  deducting  Moneys  arising 
the  necessary  charges  of  assessing  and  collecting  the  same  (to  be  ad-  p?opriate^d.'  "'*' 
justed  by  the  selectmen  of  the  said  district) ,  shall  be  paid  by  the  said 
collector  or  collectors,  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  said  dis- 
trict, to  be  by  him  applied  as  he  shall  be  directed,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  said  selectmen,  in  building  a  meeting-house  and  settling  a  min- 
ister in  the  said  district  as  above  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect,  3.]     That  in  case  any  of  the  proprietors  of  the  said  unim-  On  default  of 
proved  lands  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  collector  or  collectors  ?^d"tax!  the  de. 
the  sums,  from  time  to  time,  assessed  thereon  agreeable  to  this  act,  for  nnquent  pro- 
sixty  days  after  such  assessments  are  made,  and  published, — by  posting  t(rbe°8oid?" 
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up  the  same. in  the  district  of  Shelburne,  and  in  the  shire  town  of  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  —  then  and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  such  assessors  to  post  up,  in  some  pul)lic[k]  place  or  places 
Notification  of    in  the  Said  town,  notifications  of  the  intended  sale  of  so  much,  and  no 
beyivJn!"''' '°    more,  of  such  delinquent  proprietor's  lands  as  shall  be  necessary  to  pay 
and  satisfy  such  taxes,  and  other  necessary  intervening  charges,  three 
months   before  the  same  be  sold ;   and  also  the  assessors  shall  be 
obliged,  for  the  notification  of  the  proprietors,  to  adverti[z][s]e  in  two 
of  the  Boston  newspapers  ;  viz^^'^.,  "  The  Boston  Gazette  [e]  and  Country 
Journal,"  and  "The  Massachusetts  Gazette  and  Boston  Weekly  News- 
Letter,"  three  several  weeks,  such  intended  sale,  at  least  three  months 
before  the  said  land[s]  be  sold ;  and  if  any  of  the  delinquent  pro- 
prietors shall  not,  by  that  time,  pay  such  assessments  and  charges,  then 
and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  assessors,  at 
a  public [k]  vendue  to  make  sale  of  so  much  of  such  delinquent  pro- 
prietor's lands  as  shall  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose  :  provided  said 
assessors  proceed  to  make  those  sales  within  three  days  after  the  time 
set  for  said  sales,  and  shall  not  make  any  adjournment  of  the  same 
after  said  three  days ;  and  to  make  and  execute  deeds,  in  the  law,  for 
the  conveyance  of  such  lands  of  the  proprietors  to  the  purchaser  or 
Ijurchasers  thereof,  which  deeds  shall  be  good  and  valid,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  in  the  law,  for  conveying  such  estates  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  — ■ 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
To  have  liherty       [Sect.  4.]     That  the  Said  proprietors,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall 
on  thui'nChig  l^^ve  liberty  of  redemption  of  their  lands  that  may  be  sold  for  the  non- 
taxes.and  wiiiiin  payment  of  the  tax  granted  as  aforesaid,  they  paying  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  respectively,   within  one  year 
afterwards,  the  sums  for  which  the  said  lands  may  have  been  sold, 
with  charges  of   sale,  and  costs,  with  the  further  sum   [of]   twelve 
pounds  for  each  hundred  pounds  of  money  produced  by  said  sale,  and 
ARsessora  to       proportiouably  for  any  other  sum  :    and  that  the  said  assessors,  or 
cluint  of  uiT      ^^^  major  part  of  them,  shall,  upon  request  made  to  any  one  of  the  said 
pariicuiiiis  for     asscssors,  either  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  or  at  any  time  within  one 
shall  have  been*  je^i*  afterwards,  by  the  person  who  at  the  time  of  sale  shall  be  or  have 
sold.  been  the  owner  of  the  land  sold,  or  his  heirs,  make  and  deliver  to  him 

or  them  an  account  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  of  the  several  partic- 
ulars which  shall  constitute  the  whole  sum  for  the  levying  whereof 
such  land  shall  have  been  sold.     {^Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTER    22. 

AN  ACT  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR  THE  COLLECTION  OF  A  RESIDUE  OF 
CERTAIN  ASSESSMENTS  OF  THE  TOWN  AND  SECOND  PARISH  IN 
SCARBOROUGH,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 

Preamble.  "Whereas  Several  sums  of  money  set  down  and  contained  in  the  sev- 

eral lists  of  the  province,  county,  town,  and  parish,  assessments  made 
in  the  year  1766  by  the  assessors  for  the  town  and  second  parish  of 
Scarborough,  in  the  county,  of  Cumberland,  for  the  same  year,  com- 
mitted to  one  Royal [1]  Tyler,  then  constable  of  the  said  town  of  .Scar- 
borough, and  collector  for  the  said  second  parish,  are  not  yet  collected 
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or  paid  by  reason  that  soon  after  the  said  Tyler's  receipt  of  the  said 
lists  he  absconded  from  the  said  town  of  Scarborough,  and  still  ab- 
sconds in  parts  unknown  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Scarborough,  — 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  assessors  of  the  said  town  Assessors  of  the 
of  Scarborough,  and  of  the  said  second  parish,  for  the  time  being,  and  fh-Iuown  fi ^''*' 
the  said  assessors  are  hereliy,  respectively,  authorirzirsled  and  impow-  Scarborouah. 
ered,  to  take  the  same  measures  and  proceed  m  the  same  way  and  man-  cflfocttheciicc. 
ner,  to  effect  the  collections  of  the  said  sums  of  money  set  down  and  """  ?/  'f  Y?- 
contamed  m  the  abovesaid  several   lists  of    assessments,  which  yet  Koyai Tyi.r. 
remain  unpaid,  as  by  one  law  of  this  province,  intituled  "  An  Act  di-  i73o,  chap.  i. 
recting  how  rates  and  taxes  to  be  granted  by  the  general  assembly,  as 
also  county,  town,  and  precinct, rates,  shall  be  assessed  and  collected," 
it  would  have  been  lawful  for  them  to  have  taken  and  proceeded  in,  if 
the  said  Royal[l]  Tyler  had  deceased  at  the  same  time  when  he  first 
absconded  as  aforesaid.     \_Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTER  23. 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  ONE  PENNY  HALFPENNY  PER 
ACRE,  YEARLY,  FOR  THE  TERM  OF  FIVE  YEARS,  SUCCESSIVELY,  ON 
ALL  THE  NON-RESIDENT  PROPRIETORS'  LANDS  IN  THE  TOWN  OF 
ASHBY,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  AND  FOR  SUBJECTING  THE 
LANDS  OF  SUCH  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  AS  NEGLECT  OR  REFUSE  TO 
PAY  THE  SAID  TAX,  TO  BE  SOLD  FDR  THE  PAYMENT  THEREOF. 

Whekeas  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ashby,  in  the  county  of  Preamble. 
Middlesex,  have  petitioned  this  court,  setting  forth  that  they  are  de- 
sirous of  building  a  meeting-house  and  settling  a  minister  in  said 
town,  but  that,  by  reason  of  the  smallness  of  their  number,  and  of 
their  poverty,  occasioned  by  the  infancy  of  their  settlements,  they  are 
unable  to  effect  the  same  ;  and  praying  that  a  tax  may  be  laid  on  the 
non-resident  proprietors'  lands  in  the  said  town  for  that  purpose,  —  the 
said  proprietors  being  notified,  and  making  no  objection,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.    1.]     That  there  be   and   hereby  is  granted  a  tax   of  one  Tax  granted  on 
penny  halfpenny  per  acre  on  all  the  non-resident  proprietors'  lands  '""^^ '"  ^^^^y- 
in  the  said  town  of  Ashby,  yearly,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  succes- 
sively ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  be  and  hereby  are  Assessors  ana 
empowered,  at  any  legal  meeting,  as  occasion  shall  require,  to  make  chosen*;  to^be^^ 
choice  of  such  and  so  many  persons  as  they  may  think  needful  to  under  oath. 
assess  the  said  tax,  and  also  a  collector,  or  collectors,  to  gather  and 
collect  the  same ;  which  persons,  so  chosen  to  assess  and  collect  the 
said  tax,  shall  be  under  oath  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  said 
trust,  respectively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  monies  arising  by  the  said  tax,  after  deduct-  Moneys  arising 
ing  the  necessary  charges  of  assessing  and  collecting  the  same  (to  be  p'Jilt^'d.'  '^^^^°' 
adjusted  by  the  selectmen  of  the  said  town) ,  shall  be  paid  by  the  said 
collector  or  collectors,  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  said  town,  to 
be  by  him  applied  as  he  shall  be  du'ected,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
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said  town,  in  building  a  meeting-house  and  settling  a  minister  in  said 
town  as  above  mentioned. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
On  default  of  [Skct.  3.]  That  in  case  any  of  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  the 
payment,  tho  gr^[([  j-^^d  shall  neglcct  or  refuse  to  pay  the  collector  or  collectors  the 
prietorHTandsTo  sums  from  time  to  time  assessed  thereon  agre[e]able  to  this  act,  for 
be  Bold.  sixty  days  after  such  assessments  are  made,  and  published, — by  posting 

up  the  same  in  the  said  town  of  Ashby,  and  in  the  shire  town  of  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  —  then  and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  such  assessors  to  post  up,  in  some  public[k]  place  or  places  in 
the  said  town  of  Ashby,  notifications  of  the  intended  sale  of  so  much, 
and  no  more,  of  such  delinquent  proprietor's  lands  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  pay  and  satisfy  such  taxes,  and  other  necessary  intervening 
charges,  three  months  before  the  same  be  sold ;  and  also  the  assess- 
Notifications  of  ors  shall  be  obliged,  for  the  notification  of  the  said  proprietors,  to  ad- 
biVivLnf  ■""' ^"^    verti[z][s]e  in  twoof  the   Boston   newspapers;   viz".,  "  The  Boston 
Gazette  and  Country  Journal",  and  "The  Massachusetts  Gazette  and 
Boston  Weekly  News-Lettcr,"  three  several  weeks,  such  intended  sale, 
at  least  three  months  before  the  said  lands  be  sold  ;  and  if  any  of  the 
delinquent  proprietors  shall  not,  by  that  time,  pay  such  assessments 
and  charges,  then  and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  assessors,  at  a  public[k]  vendue  to  make  sale  of  so  much  of  the 
delinquent  proprietor's  lands  as  shall  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose  : 
provided,  said  assessors   proceed  to  make  those  sales  within  three 
days  after  the  time  set  for  said  sales,  and  shall  not  make  any  adjourn- 
ment of  the  same  after  the  said  three  days  ;  and  to  make  and  execute 
deeds,  in  the  law,  for  the  conveyance  of  such  lauds  of  the  said  proprie- 
tors to  the  purchasers  thereof,  which  deeds  shall  be  good  and  valid, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  the  law,  for  the*  conveying  such  estates 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  — 
And  he  it  farther  enacted, 
To  have  liberty       [Sect.  4.]     That  the  Said  proprietors,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall 
on  (hei'nKij'ing  ^i^vc  liberty  of  redemption  of  their  lands  that  may  be  sold  for  the 
taxes,  &c.,         non-payment  of  the  tax  granted  as  aforesaid,  they  paying  to  the  pur- 

wilhin  one  year.      ,        ^     "^  i  iu    •      i     •  •  V-      i  'ii  • 

■^       chaser  or  purchasers,  then*  heu's  or  assigns,  respectively,  within  one 

year  afterwards,  the  sum  for  which  the  said  lands  may  have  been  sold, 

with  charges  of   [the']  sale,  and  costs,  with  the  further  sum  of  six 

pounds  for  each  hundred  pounds  of  money  produced  by  said  sale,  and 

Asoepsorstode-  propoi'tiouably  for  any  other  sum :  and  that  the  said  assessors,  or  the 

oV  tiiepa"rt^cii.''*  m^joi'  P^i't  of  them,  shall,  upon  request  made  to  any  one  of  them, 

lars  for  which     either  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  or  at  any  time  witliin  one  year  after- 

havc'beenVoid.  wai'ds,  by  the  pci'sou  who  at  the  time  of  the  sale  shall  be  or  have 

been  the  owner  of  the  lands  sold,  make  and  deliver  to  him  or  them  an 

account  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  of  the  several  particulars  which 

shall  constitute  the  whole  sum  for  [the]  levying  whereof  such  lands 

shall  have  been  sold.     [Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTEE    24. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE  NEAR  EXPIRING. 

Preamble.  WnEREAS  the  scvcral  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  near 

expiring,  have  been  found  useful  and  beneficial;  viz^'^, — 

♦  "  The  "  appears  to  have  been  cancelled,  in  the  engrossment. 
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One  act  made  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  Act  for  defray. 
intit[w]led  "  An  Act  to  impower  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New-  ch^^r'^es'inNew. 
buryport,  belonging  to  the  several  religious  societies  within  the  same,  burypon. 
to  raise  money  for  defreymg   ministerial   and   necessary  charges ; 
one  act  made  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  said  reign,  intitled  "An  Act  relating  to 
Act  for  impowering  the  commissioners  and  assignees  of  the  estates  of  JlcbtorsI'"^ 
concealed  and  absconding  debtors,  and  all  others  concerned,  to  com-  i77o-7i,ch;.i>.  12. 
pleat  the  business  assigned  them  by  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the 
thirty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  King  George  the  Sec- 
ond,  intitled   '  An   Act  providing  remedy  for  bankrupts   and   their 
creditors,' "  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

That  the  before-mentioned  acts  near  expiring,  be  continued,  with  Contimiedto 
all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  contained,  ^*>'>i"^'  **• 
shall  be  in  force  until[l]  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
session  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  July  14. 


CHAPTER   25. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  SUBJECTING  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  A  PART  OF  THE 
TOWN  OF  DANVERS,  CALLED  THE  NECK  OF  LAND,  HEREAFTER  DE- 
SCRIBED, TO  THE  CHARGE  OF  MAINTAINING  AND  SUPPORTING  CER- 
TAIN BRIDGES  AND  HIGHWAYS. 

AVhereas  unhappy  divisions  and  controversies  have  arisen  in  the  Preamble. 
town  of  Danvers,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  relative  to  their  highways 
and  bridges ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  said  town,  which 
is  a  neck  of  land  making  the  northerly  or  north-easterly  corner  or 
skirt  of  the  south  parish  in  said  town,  have  come  to  a  final  and  ami- 
cable compromise  and  settlement  of  such  divisions  and  controversies 
with  their  brethren  of  the  other  resid[uary][ni^]  part  of  said  town, 
touching  said  highways  and  bridges, — for  the  ratification  of  which,  and 
making  the  same  compromise  and  settlement  valid  and  binding  in  law, 
they  have  mutually  expressed  their  desire  ;  now,  for  the  closing  and 
putting  an  end  to  all  such  divisions  and  controversies  for  the  future, 
and  in  order  to  accomplish  the  good  purposes  of  union  and  harmony 
in  said  town, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  CoioicU  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]     That  the  neck  of  land,  as  hereafter  bounded  and  lim-  inhabitants  of 
ited,  being  the  northerly  or  north-easterly  corner  or  skirt  of  the  south  hire'iT.iil''  '" 
parish   in   Danvers,   in   the   county  of   P^ssex,    and   the   inhabitants  scribed, lo^up- 
thereof,  be  and  the  same  neck  of  land  and  inhabitants  are,  and  for-  in  npuV  uu!- '' 
ever  hereafter  shall  be,  subject  to  and  charged  with  the  maintainance,  waters-riiiver- 
support  and  keeping  in  repair  of  the  bridge  built  over  Waters's  River, 
so  called,  in  said  Danvers,  and  also  of  the  highway  laid  out  by  the 
selectmen  of  said  Danvers,  and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  —  from  Porter's  Corner, 
there,  so  called,  to  the  easterly  end  of  said  Waters's  Bridge,  — for  the 
more  convenient  passing  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  neck  of  land  to  and 
from  the  place  of  public[k]  worship  in  the  south  parish  aforesaid,  and 
other  useful  purposes;  and  also  of  all  and  any  other  liighways  and —and  of  such 
bridges  that  shall,  at  any  time  ever  hereafter,  at  the  special  instance  '"^hways  and 
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bridgoB  as  may 
1)6  liiTcafter 
oriltTcd  on  the 
Deck  aforesaid. 


Iiilial)itaiits  of 
Bail!  iifck  em- 
powered to  liold 
meetings  to 
choose  a  clerk, — 
for  other 
purposes : 


—  to  choose  a 
treasurer,  and 
assessors  and 
a  collector  of 
taxes : 


—  surveyor  of 
highway ; 


—  to  be  under 
oath; 


—  to  have  the 
same  power  as 
like  ofllcers  in 
the  town  of 
Danvers. 

First  meeting, 
on  the  first 
Monday  of 
September. 


and  request  of  the  inbabitants  of  said  neck  of  land,  or  by  the  court  of 
general  sessions  of  the.  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  be  opened 
and  laid  out,  or  erected  and  built,  anywhere  within  the  boundaries  and 
limits  of  said  neck  of  land,  containing  by  estimation  three  hundred 
acres,  bounded  as  follows;  viz"^'^.,  begin[w]ing  at  the  bridge  by  John 
Verry's,  in  Danvers,  commonly  called  Crane-River  Bridge;  thence, 
run[7i]iug  down  the  channel  till  it  comes  to  [to]  Lieuti^'^.  Thomas 
Stevens's  land,  about  thirty  poles  above  the  mill-dam,  by  a  cove  in  the 
niill-pond;  thence,  run[w]ing  on  a  strait  line,  as  said  Stevens's  fence 
now  stands,  till  it  st.'ikes  Waters's  River,  near  the  bridge,  upon  the 
west  side,  and  across  said  Waters's  River  to  high-water  mark  ;  thence, 
down  said  Waters's  River  to  Frost-fish-Brook  River,  so  called,  at  low- 
water  mark ;  thence,  up  the  channel  of  said  river,  to  the  bridge  called 
Frost-fish-Brook  Bridge,  on  Ipswich  road  ;  thence,  on  the  eastern  side 
of  said  road,  to  Crane-River  Bridge  above  mentioned. 

Be  it -further  enacted., 

[Sect.  2.]  That  from  henceforth,  forever,  the  freeholders  and  other 
inhabitants  of  said  neck  of  land  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  hold  public[k]  meetings,  for  to  chuse  a  clerk  to 
record  their  votes  ;  and  for  the  laying  and  levying  of  taxes  upon  the 
estates,  and  inhabitants  and  occupiers  and  improvers  of  land,  within 
the  boundaries  of  said  neck  of  land,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times, 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  and  I'epairing  said  highway [s]  and 
bridge,  and  all  and  any  other  highways  or  bridges  to  be  erected 
or  laid  out,  within  the  boundaries  of  said  neck  of  land  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  also  for  the  choice  of  a  treasurer  for  the  receiving  and  paying  of 
all  the  monies  to  be  hereafter  laid  and  levied,  as  aforesaid,  within 
said  neck  of  land  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  also  for  the  choice 
of  three  assessors  of  the  tax  and  taxes,  which  shall  at  any  time  here- 
after be  found  or  judged  necessary  ;  and  also  a  collector  or  collectors 
to  gather  the  same,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  accord- 
ing to  the  direction  of  his  warrant  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and 
also  a  surveyor  or  surveyors  of  the  said  highway  and  bridge,  and  of 
all  or  any  other  highways  or  bridges  laid  out  or  erected  at  any  time 
hereafter  as  aforesaid :  and  every  such  clerk,  and  all  other  officers 
aforementioned,  being  proprietors  of  land  lying  within  the  said  boun- 
daries of  said  neck  of  land  and  inhabitants  commonly  there  resident, 
shall  be  under  oath  to  the  faithful  performance  of  their  respective 
offices  ;  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  do,  act  and  proceed,  in  and 
upon  all  matters  and  things  properly  arising  and  occurring  within 
then*  special  department,  relative  to  the  aforesaid  way  and  bridge,  and 
all  or  any  future  highways  or  bridges,  within  said  boundaries,  as 
aforesaid,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  and  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  the  other  officers  in  said  Danvers  shall  or  may  by  law  do, 
act,  and  proceed,  upon  similar  matters  and  things  arising  and  occurring 
within  their  department  relative  to  highways  and  bridges ;  and  the 
same  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  are  hereby  ordered  and  em- 
powered to  meet  for  the  first  time,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  September  next. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  all  future  meetings  of  the  same  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  shall  be  called,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  by  the 
assessors  for  the  time  being,  by  posting  up  a  notification,  in  some  pub- 
lic[k]  place  within  said  neck  of  land,  seven  daj^s  before  such  meeting  ; 
and  all  such  freeholders  and  inhabitants  being  so  met  and  assembled 
in  public[k]  meetings-,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  proceed  and  act  upon  the  premises,  to  all  intents  and 
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purposes,  in  the  same  manner  as  town  meetings  in  this  province  usu- 
ally proceed  on  similar  occasions. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  said  neck  of  land,  lying  and  bounded  and  lim-  inhabitants  of 
ited  as  aforesaid,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  shall  not  at  any  time  !.n?,m':f fAmr 
hereafter  be  charged  with,  subject  or  liable  to,  any  charge  or  charges,  the  Nippon  of 
tax  or  taxes,  rates  or  assessments  (but  therefrom  shall  forever  here-  blkSu"'"^ 
after  be  wholly  exempted),   for  the  erecting,  buildins-,  laving  out,  o""^^'' p«''8 '^f 
mamtamance,  support  or  repau's,  of  all  or  any  bridge  or  bridges,  high- 
way or  highways,  that  now  are,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  shall  or  may 
be,  erected,  built  or  laid  out  within  said  town  of  Danvers,  and  are  or 
shall  be  without  the  boundaries,  aforesaid,  of  said  neck  of  land. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  the  said  town  of  Danvers  lying  without  the  bouu-  Town  of  Dan- 
daries,  aforesaid,  of  said  neck,  and  the  inhabitants  on  such  land,  shall  f,'c!"m''t1iV"l'.ip- 
not  at  anytime  hereafter  be  charged  with,  subject  or  liable  to,  any  po't  of  high- 
charge  or  charges,  tax  or  taxes,  rates  or  assessments  (but  therefrom  briUg^J'withiu 
shall  forever  hereafter  be  wholly  exempted  and  freed)  for  the  erect-  |{j|  ^""jl'''' "' 
ing,  building,  laying  out,  maintainance,  support  or  repairs  of  all  or 
any  bridge  or  bridges,  highway  or  highways,  that  now  are,  or  at  any 
time  hereafter  shall  or  may  be,  erected,  built  or  laid  out  within  the 
boundaries,  aforesaid,  of  said  neck  of  land,  unless  laid  out  at  the  r[e]- 
quest  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Danvers  living  without  the 
boundaries  of  said  neck  of  land. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6  ]    That  Benjamin  Prescot,  Esq^''^.,  be  and  hereby  is  empow-  Binjamin  rr.s 
ercd  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  said  "oww-t'a'to " 
neck  of  land,  requiring  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  said  inhabitants,  on  issue  hi's  war. 
the  first  Monday  of  September  next,  for  the  purposes  aforementioned.  '^"'* 
\_Passed  July  14. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held   at  Bos- 
ton, ON  THE  Sixth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1773. 


CHAPTER   26. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  A  LINE  OF  JURISDICTION  BETWEEN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK  AND  THE  COUNT[Y]  [/£]S  OF  PLYMOUTH  AND 
BRISTOL,  SO  FAR  AS  THE  LINE  HEREAFTER  DESCRIBED  SHALL 
EXTEND. 


Preamble, 


Bounds  of  Suf- 
folk, Plymouth 
and  BriHlol 
tine. 


Proviso,  respect 
ing  a  line  iu 
1664. 


Whereas  the  line  of  jurisdiction  between  the  county  of  Suffolk  and 
the  counties  of  Plymouth  and  Bristol  is  uncertain,  whereupon  disputes 
and  controversies  have  arisen  and  may  arise ;  for  preventing  of 
which,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Bepresentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That,  for  the  future,  a  line  begin  [n]  ing  at  a  certain 
heap  of  stones  on  the  west  side  of,  and  within  five  or  six  feet,  or 
thereabouts,  of,  a  pond  called  Accord  Pond,  —  being  a  known  and 
anciently  reputed  bound  between  the  town  of  Hingham  and  the  town  of 
Abington,  —  andrun[n]ing,  from  said  monument,  west,  twenty  degrees 
and  an-half  south,  leaving  the  towns  of  Weymouth,  Braintree, 
Stoughton  and  Wrentham  adjoining  on  the  north,  and  Abington, 
Bridgwater,  Mansfield  and  Attleborough  on  the  south,  to  a  certain 
old  white-oak  tree,  antiently  marked,  now  standing, —  and  being  a  boun- 
dary between  the  towns  of  Wrentham  and  Attleborough,  by  some 
called  Station  Tree,  and  by  others  called  Angle  Tree,  —  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  the  bounds  between  the  county  of  Suffolk  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Plymouth  and  Bristol,  so  far  as  said  line  extends ;  any  law, 
usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Provided  always, — 

And  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared, 

[Sect.  2,]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  deter- 
mine, or  have  any  influence  in  the  determination  of,  the  property  of 
any  lands  bounded  on  a  line  settled  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four,  by  commissioners  from  the  colonies  of  Massachu- 
setts and  New  Plymouth,  as  a  line  of  jurisdiction  and  property 
between  the  colonies,  but  that  the  courts  of  common-law  shall  be  at 
as  full  liberty  to  adjuxlge  and  determine  the  bounds  and  property  of 
such  lands  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  passed.  [Passed  and  pub- 
lished March  6,  1773. 
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CHAPTER   27. 

AN  ACT  TO  IMPOWER  THE  MAJOR  PART  OF  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE 
PEACE  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BOSTON,  AND  THE  MAJOR  PART  OF  THE 
SELECTMEN  OF  THE  SAID  TOWN,  TO  LAY  OUT  A  STREET  FROM  MID- 
DLE STREET  TO  ANN  STREET  IN  SAID  TOWN;  AND  ALSO  TO  REPEAL 
AND  SET  ASIDE  WHAT  WAS  DONE  BY  THE  MAJOR  PART  OF  .THE 
JUSTICES  OF  THE  SAID  TOWN,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  SELECTMEN, 
RELATIVE  TO  THE  LAYING  OUT  A  STREET  IN  THE  SAME  PLACE,  IN 
APRIL,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-SEVEN. 

"Whereas  a  great  part  of  the  lands  from  Middle  Street  to  Ann  Preamble, 
Street,  in  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  was,  by  the  fire  which  hap- 
pened in  that  town  on  the  third  day  of  February,  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  made  desolate  and  vacant, 
and  Paddy's  Alley,  so  called,  which  runs  thro'[i/(/7i]  those  lands, 
t\iQ[iigli]  very  narrow,  was  from  its  situation  very  beneficial  and  use- 
ful to  the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  and  it  is  convenient  and  necessary 
to  have  a  way  there ;  and  roliereas  a  street  has  been,  since  the  fire 
aforesaid;  viz'^'^.,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  stated,  \_ancT\  laid  oat  and 
established  by  a  major  part  of  the  justices  and  selectmen  of  said  town 
of  Boston,  under  their  hands,  thro'fwg'/i]  the  lands  aforesaid,  which  has 
been  since  found  to  be  prejudicial  to  private  persons  and  inconvenient 
for  the  public  ;  wherefore, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  whatever  was  done  by  the  justices  and  selectmen  Former  pro- 
of the  town  of  Boston  on  the   [16]  Isixteentiq  day  of  April  [1767]  l^.^g'^of^ddy-s 
[one  tJiousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven'],  with  respect  to  the  Aiiey, set  aside, 
laying  out  and  establishing  a  street  from  Middle  Street  to  Ann  Street, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  laying  [out]  of  a  new  street,  as  hereafter 
mentioned  to  be  laid  out,  by  the  major  part  of  the  justices  and  select- 
men of  the  town  of  Boston  for  the  time  being,  be  set  aside,  cease 
and  determine. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  justices  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  in  said  town,  together  with  the  selectmen  (or  the  major  part  of  P^nToTnoBton*" 
each  assenting  thereto),  to  state  and  lay  out  such  street,  way  or  pas-  to  lay  out  the 
sage,  thro' [?<r//i]  the  lands  aforesaid,  twenty  feet  wide,  from  Middle  ^ '*"' * 
Street,  so  called,  to  Ann  Street,  so  called,  in  said  town,  as  may  be 
most  for  the  conveniency  and  accommodation  of  the  place,  by  extend- 
ing, enlarging,  streightning  or  otherwise  filtering  the  aforesaid  street, 
or  lane,  called  Paddy's  Alley;  and  where  any  particular  person  or  two  justices  to 
persons  shall  have  their  lands,  or  tenements,  or  part  thereof,  taken  ;''PPgc"itai''.uhe 
away  or  lessened  thereby,  a  jury  of  twelve  men  shall  be  appointed  by  value  of  land 
two  justices  of  the  peace,  and  sworn,  to  ascertain  the  value  thereof,—  to  abutters"  &c.  ^ 
be  paid  by  the  person  to  whose  land  the  same  shall  be  added,  or  by  • 
the  neighbo[ti]rhood,  or  town,  in  proportion  to  the  benefit  or  conven- 
iency any  shall  have  thereby,  —  according  to  their  best  skill  and  under- 
standing. 

Provided,nevertheless,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  two  justices,  and  jury,  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  The  justices 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston.  lefoigToBoI.** 

toa. 
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Charges,  liow  to 
be  recovered. 
1727-2S,  chap.  1, 
§§  1  and  2. 


And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  money  and  charges  that  may  arise  from  the 
putting  this  act  in  execution  be  recovered,  as  by  law  is  prescribed  in 
the  act  for  laying  out  private  ways.  \_Passed  and  published  March  6, 
1773. 


CHAPTER    28. 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  TWO  STRIPS  OR  PIECES  OF  THE  PROVINCE 
LAND  LYING  ON  THE  WEST  SIDE  OF  GOVERNOR'S  ALLEY,  SO  CALLED, 
IN  BOSTON,  TOWARDS  WIDENING  SAID  ALLEY. 


Preamble. 
108Ma88.,199. 


Province  land 
allotted  for 
widening 
Governor's 
Alley. 


Proviso. 

Abutters  to  lay 
oitt  land  for  the 
■amc  purpose. 


Whereas  a  considerable  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  by  their  petition  to  this  court,  have  represented  that  Gov- 
ernor's Alley  is  become  a  great  thoroughfare  and  passage,  as  well  for 
horses  as  people,  but  by  reason  of  the  narrowness  thereof,  the  lives 
of  his  majesty's  subjects  passing  through  the  same  is  greatly  endan- 
gered ;  and  whereas  Archibald  M'Neill,  William  Coffin,  jun'r,  and  John 
Powell,  abutters  and  owners  of  lands  on  both  sides  of  said  alley,  have 
proposed  to  give,  out  of  their  said  lands,  so  much  land  as,  together  with 
a  piece  of  land  of  three  feet  and  three  inches  in  width,  —  and  to  extend 
sixty  feet  in  length,  —  out  of  the  province  land  on  the  west  side  of  said 
alley,  will  widen  said  alley,  and  open  a  passage  therein  sufficient  as 
well  for  carriages  and  horses,  as  foot-passengers ;  and  the  said  inhab- 
itants and  abutters  have  joined  in  humbly  supplicating  this  court  that 
a  grant  of  said  piece  of  land  may  be  made  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  a  strip  of  the  province  land  lying  on  the  west  side 
of  the  aforesaid  alley,  and  bounding,  northerly,  on  land  of  John  Pow- 
ell, Esq.,  and  to  measure  three  feet  and  three  inches  in  width,  and  to 
extend  sixty  feet  in  length  on  said  alley  ;  also  another  narrow  strip  of 
land,  beginning  at  the  south-easterly  corner  of  the  province  stables  ad- 
joining said  alley,  and  running,  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  easterly  end 
of  said  stables,  until  the  same  line  extend  to  Bromfield's  Lane,  so 
called,  be  allotted  and  laid  out,  for  and  towards  widening  the  said 
alley,  and  that  the  same  remain,  in  common,  to  and  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  said  alley  forever. 

Provided,  always,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  Archibald  M'Neill  and  William  Coffin, 
jun'r,  allot  and  lay  out,  of  their  lands  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  said 
alley,  fifty-nine  feet  in  length  and  three  feet  in  width  ;  and  that  the 
said  John  Powell  lay  out  as  much  of  his  land  on  the  west  side  of  said 
alley  as  will  make  the  same  of  sufficient  width  for  the  passage  of  car- 
riages of  all  denominations  ;  viz.,  all  the  land  that  shall  fall  westerly 
of  a  strait  line  running  from  the  south-easterly  corner  of  Abigail 
Blower's  house,  being  in  said  alley,  to  the  north-easterly  coi-ner  of  the 
province  stables  aforesaid;  and  that  the  same  remain, in  common, for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  alley  forever.  \_Passed  and  published 
March  6,  1773. 
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CHAPTER    29. 

AN  ACT  FOR  DIVIDING  THE  TOWN  OF  POWNALBOROUGH  INTO  TWO 
DISTINCT  PRECINCTS,  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  WEST  PRECINCT  AND 
EAST  PRECINCT. 

"Whereas  for  the  propagation  and  support  of  the  gospel  it  is  found  Preamble, 
necessary  to  divide  the  town  of  Pownalborough  into  two  precincts ; 
and  to  the  end  the  Christian  religion  may  be  encouraged,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  town  accommodated  in  attending  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  town  of  Pownalborough  shall  be  and  Bounds  of  West 
hereby  is  divided  into  two  precincts,  by  the  names  of  the  West  Precinct  ^'"'^'""'=*- 
and  East  Precinct,  respectively  ;  and  the  said  "West  Precinct  shall  be 
bounded  as  follows;  viz'^'^.,  to  begin  at  Kennebec  River  on  the  line 
between  the  said  town  and  the  town  of  "Woolwich  ;  from  thence,  to  run 
on  the  said  line,  three  miles  ;  from  thence,  to  run  on  a  straight  line,  to 
the  middle  of  the  great  bridge,  on  the  county  road  leading  from 
Sheepscut  River  to  Kennebec  River,  erected  over  Doctor  Gardiner's 
Mill  Brook,  so  called  ;  from  thence,  on  a  north  north-east  course,  to  the 
northern  line  of  the  said  town,  including  the  whole  of  the  farm,  or 
land,  there,  belonging  to  Doctor  Sylvester  Gardiner  ;  from  thence,  by 
the  said  northern  line,  to  Kennebec  River ;  thence,  down  the  said  Ken- 
nebec River,  to  the  first-mentioned  bounds  (including  Swan  Island  in 
said  Kennebec  River),  with  all  the  land  and  estates  within  the  bounds 
aforesaid,  and  shall  be  a  separate  precinct  by  the  name  of  the  "West 
Precinct. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  East  Precinct  shall  be  bounded  as  follows  ;  Bounds  of  East 
vizi^'^.,  north-westerly,  on  the  said  "West  Precinct,  from  the  south  to  the  ^''®'="'*"'- 
north  line  of  the  said  town  ;  north-easterly  on  the  northerly  line  of  the 
said  town  ;  easterly  and  southerly,  on  Sheepscut  and  Monswegue  riv- 
ers ;  and  south-westerly,  on  the  line  dividing  the  said  town  from  the 
town  of  "Woolwich,  until  it  comes  to  the  said  West  Precinct  as  bounded 
on  said  line,  —  including  all  the  lands  in  the  said  town  of  Pownalbo- 
rough, except  those  mentioned  to  be  contained  in  the  said  West  Pre- 
cinct ;  and  shall  be  a  distinct  and  separate  precinct  by  the  name  of  the 
East  Precinct. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  said  precincts  shall  be  and  hereby  are  invested  invested  with 
with  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  which,  bylaw,  other  pre-  othe/preducts. 
cincts  are  invested  with. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  Jonathan  Bowman,  Esq'^''^.,  be  and  hereby  is  im-  Jonathan  Bow. 
powered  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  re-  "g'l'o  iiil*^war*. 
spective  precincts,  requiring  them  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  ^"j^t/"  ^^'e^g^ 
to  meet  at  such  time,  and  place  in  the  said  precincts,  respectively,  as  by  preciuct. 
such  warrants  shall  be  duly  specified,  and  then  and  there  chuse  such 
officers  as  may  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  said  pre- 
cincts ;  and  the  inhabitants  qualified  by  law  to  vote,  being  so  met, 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  chuse  such  precinct  officers,  ac- 
cordingly.    [^Passed  February  27*  ;  published  March  6,  1773. 

*  Signed  March  6,  according  to  the  record.  ,        , 
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CHAPTER    30. 

AN  ACT  TO  MAKE  PROVISION  FOR  THE  ASSESSING  THE  MONIES  UPON 
THE  LANDS  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  IN  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  ASHFIELD, 
m  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  WHICH  ARE  DUE  FROM  THE  SAID 
PROPRIETORS,  TO  DEFREY  THE  CHARGES  HEREAFTER  MENTIONED, 
AND  TO  PROVIDE  A  METHOD  FOR  THE  COLLECTING  AND  LEVYING 
OF  THE  SAME. 


Preamble. 


lT61-62.chap.44. 


Jedediah  Fos- 
ter,  Esq.,  Will- 
iam  Williams, 
Esq.,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Denny, 
a  committee  to 
determine  what 
is  due  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  hjher- 
win,  &c.,  since 
the  incorpo- 
ration of  Ash. 
field. 


To  assess  such 
Bums  as  they 
judge  due,  upon 
lands  that  have 
act  already 
paid. 


Whereas  it  is  made  to  appear  to  this  court  that  divers  sums  of 
money  are  due  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Jacob  Sherwin,  minister  of  said 
Ashfield,  from  the  said  proprietors,  for  some  arrears  of  his  settlement, 
agreed  and  engaged  to  him  by  them,  and  also  towards  his  salary  to 
this  time  ;  and  also  that  other  sums  of  money  are  due  from  said  pro- 
prietors for  work  and  materials  for  the  building  the  meeting-house  in 
the  said  Ashfield,  and  for  making  and  repairing  public  ways  and  roads 
there ;  and  also  for  defreying  the  charges  and  expences  necessarily 
incurred  by  divers  persons,  employed  by  the  said  proprietors,  in  apply- 
ing to  the  general  court  for  relief  from  the  perplexities  and  ditliculties 
in  which  the  said  proprietors  have  been  involved  by  the  expiring  of 
one  late  act  or  law  of  this  province  made  and  passed  in  the  second 
year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  subject  the 
unimproved  lands  within  this  province  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of 
taxes  assessed  on  them  by  order  of  the  general  court,  and  votes  and 
agreements  of  the  proprietors  thereof,  and  to  enable  proprietors  of 
ne\y  plantations,  to  levy  province  and  county  taxes  laid  on  them  ;"  and 
also  by  the  imperfection  and  uncertainty  of  a  certain  paragraph  in  the 
act  or  law  for  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Ashfield  into 
a  town,  and  in  attending  and  waiting  upon  committees  of  the  general 
court  appointed  to  enquire  into  and  consider  of  their  affairs  ;  and  also 
to  other  persons  for  several  services  done  by  order  of  the  said  propri- 
tors  for  them :  and,  because  the  said  proprietors  are  and  will  remain 
unable  to  raise  any  monies  for  the  payment  and  discharge  of  the  debts 
aforesaid  without  the  aid  of  this  court  by  some  new  act,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  Jedediah  Foster,  Esq.,  William  Williams,  Esq.,  of 
Hatfield,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Denny,  be  a  committee  to  repair  to  said 
town  of  Ashfield,  as  soon  as  may  be,  who  are  hereby  impowered  to 
enquire,  ascertain  and  determine,  in  the  best  manner  they  can,  what 
is  or  may  be  due  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Sherwin,  the  said  minister,  for 
and  towards  his  settlement  in  the  ministry'  there,  by  virtue  of  his  con- 
tract with  the  proprietors ;  also  what  may  be  due  and  unpaid  towards 
the  building  of  the  meeting-house  in  said  place,  and  the  charges  and 
expences  incurred  in  and  about  the  same ;  also  all  other  necessary 
and  occasional  charges  that  have  arisen  in  and  upon  said  town  since 
their  incorporation,  which,  by  the  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of 
said  place  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Ashfield,  were  to  be  assessed 
on  the  proprietors  of  the  said  place,  according  to  then-  interest,  —  ex- 
cepting the  charge  of  supporting  of  said  Mr.  Sherwin  since  his  settle- 
ment in  the  said  Ashfield,  —  and  having  ascertained  such  debts,  the 
said  Jedediah  Foster,  William  Williams  and  Thomas  Denny,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  are  hereby  impowered  to  assess  such  sums  as 
they  shall  find  and  judge  due,  upon  the  lands  already  laid  out  in  said 
township  of  Ashfield  (the  public  rights  excepted),  such  proportion 


[2d  Sess.]  Province  Laws.  — 1772-73.  229 

thereof  as  shall  appear  to  said  committee  not  to  have  been  already 
paid. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  aforesaid  committee  l^e  and  hereby  are  fui'ther  To  ascertain 
impowered  to  enquire  and  ascertain  what  is  or  may  be  due  to  the  said  fa^due  to^Mn*^^' 
Mr.  Sherwin  for  his  support  or  salary,  agreeable  to  his  contract  witli  Sherwin. 
the  proprietors,  since  his  settlement  to  the  time  of  making  this  act ; 
and,  having  so  done,  the  aforesaid  committee,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  are  hereby  impowered  to  assess  such  sum  on  the  lands  of  the 
proprietors  already  laid  out  (excepting  the  public  rights  and  the  lands 
of  the  Baptists  in  said  town),  each  lot  its  due  and  equal  proportion 
thereof  according  to  its  nominal  quantity. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  said  committee  shall  be  under  oath  for  the  to  be  under 
faithful  performance  of  their  trust,  and  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  po\^i  cofieaors. 
collector  or  collectors  as  they  shall  think  necessary,  to  collect  said 
taxes,  who  also  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
duty. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  if  any  of  the  proprietors  shall  neglect  to  pay  such  propriptors 
sums  as  he  shall  be  assessed,  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  for  the  space  pay  the  commit. 
of  ninety  days,  —  notice  of  such  assessment  being  given  by  said  com-  tee,  to  bepro- 
mittee  in  the  manner  as  is  provided  in  an  act  or  law  of  this  province,  agrceab'ieTo"ati 
made  in  the  second  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  "An  actmndeinthe 
Act  to  subject  the  unimproved  lands  within  this  province  to  be  sold  his  present 
for  the  payment  of  taxes  assessed  on  them  by  order  of  the  general  n6l-62f  chap^"' 
court,  and  votes  and  agreements  of  the  proprietors  thereof,  and  to  44. 
enable  proprietors  of  new  plantations  to  levy  province  and  county 
taxes  laid  on  them,"  —  then  and  in  such  case,  the  committee  afore- 
said, or  the  major  part  of  them,  are  hereby  impowered  to  make  sale 
of  so  much  of  such  delinquent  proprietors'  land  there  as  shall  be  nec- 
essary for  the  payment  of  such  taxes,  and  the  reasonable  charges 
arising  thereon,  in  such  manner  as  in  and  by  the  said   last-mentioned 
act  is  provided  for  the  payment  of  such  taxes  and  charges,  reserving 
to  such  non-resident  proprietors  liberty  for  redemption  of  their  land 
so  sold,  —  they  paying  to  the  vendees,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  respec- 
tively, within  one  year  afterwards,  the  sum  or  sums  for  which  said 
lands  were  sold,  with  the  costs  of  sale,  and  twelve  pounds  interest  for 
every  hundred  pounds,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser 
sum,  until  the  same  be  redeemed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  all  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  assessed  and  The  money 
levied  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  by  the  collector  of  the  said  paYdto  the^° 
proprietors,  and  by  the  said  coa-nmittee,  respectively,  into  the  hands  treasurer  of  the 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  said  proprietors,  to  the  use  of  the  said  pro-  subf/e'ttoThe 
prietors,  and  shall  be  by  him  paid  out  to  such  persons  to  whom  the  "gmmiuee?^ 
said  committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  judge  the  same  to  be 
due,  upon  orders  from  the  said  committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
to  be  therefor  drawn  on  the  said  treasurer  in  case  the  said  proprietors, 
at  any  legal  proprietors'  meeting,  hereafter  to  be  called  and  held,  shall, 
by  a  major  vote,  agree  and  give  their  consent  thereto. 

Provided,  always,  — 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  said  Baptists  shall  not  have  any  voice  or  vote  Proviso.respect. 
respecting  the  payment  or  disposition  of  the  monies  which  shall  be  *°^  Baptists, 
assessed  and  levied  by  the  said  committee  for  the  payment  of  the 
said   'Mi.  Sherwin's   salary,  nor   upon   the   question   whether  those 
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Paragraph  in  a 
former  act,  re- 
pealed. 
1705-66,  chap. 
13,  §  3. 


The  inhabitants 
to  pay  for  fin- 
ishing of  tlie 
meeting- house, 
&c. 


Exempted  from 
paying  province 
and  county 
taxet*,  for  three 
years. 


Charges  of  the 
committee,  &c., 
to  be  paid  by 
order  of  court. 


The  committee 
to  adjust  Mr. 
Sherwin's  ac- 
counts, &c. 


If  the  Baptists 
have  paid  more 
than  their  pro- 
portion, to  be 
reimbursed. 


Proviso  for 
creditors  to  the 
proprietors. 


monies  shall  be  ordered  out  of  the  said  treasurer's  hands,  by  the  said 
committee. 

Be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  paragraph  in  the  act  incorporating  the  inhab- 
tants  of  Ashfield  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Ashfield,  directing  how 
taxes  should  be  raised,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  every 
part  thereof,  be  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

Be  it  further  enacted,, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ashfield  aforesaid, 
exclusive  of  the  Baptists  there,  be  at  the  charge  of  finishing  the  meet- 
iug-house  in  said  town,  and  supporting  the  said  Mr.  Sherwiu  for  the 
future. 

Be  it  further  enacted,, 

[Sect.  9.]  That,  by  reason  of  the  unhappy  diflaculties  that  have 
arisen  of  late  in  the  said  town  of  Ashfield,  and  their  poverty',  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  and  then*  estates,  be  and  hereby  are 
exempted  from  paying  province  and  county  taxes  for  the  space  of 
three  years  next  coming. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  the  services  of  the  aforesaid  committee,  which 
they  shall  perform,  and  of  the  collector  or  collectors,  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  shall  be  paid  as  the  general  court  shall  hereafter  order. 

Be  it  further  enacted,, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  the  committee  aforementioned  shall  be  and  are 
hereby  impowered  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Sherwin's  settlement, 
and  building  the  meeting-house,  and  the  charges  and  expences  in- 
curred in  and  about  the  same,  and  other  necessary  and  occasional 
charges  that  have  arisen  in  and  upon  said  town  since  their  incorpora- 
tion ;  and  if  they  find  the  Baptists  have  paid  more  than  their  propor- 
tion of  the  same,  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  grant  of  said 
township,  then  they  shall  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  first  assessment 
that  said  committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  order ;  the 
assessment  to  be  enlarged  for  that  purpose. 

Provided,,  always,,  — 

And  he  it  further  enacted,, 

[Sect.  12.]  That  no  judgment  or  opinion  of  the  said  committee, 
appointed  by  this  act  to  enquire  and  judge  of  the  debts,  due  from  the 
said  proprietors  to  any  particular  person  or  persons,  creditors  to  the 
said  proprietors,  shall  ever  operate,  or  be  construed,  to  bind  or  con- 
clude such  creditor  or  creditors  as  to  the  quantum  of  his  just  or  legal 
demands  upon  them,  or  to  bar  such  creditor  or  creditors  from  contro- 
verting or  trying  the  same  in  law.  \_Passed  and  published  March  6, 
1773. 


CHAPTER  31. 

AN  ACT  IN  FURTHER  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR 
THE  ORDERLY  CONSUMMATING  OF  MARRIAGES,"  MADE  AND  PASSED 
IN  THE  FOURTH  YEAR  OF  THEIR  LATE,  MAJESTIES  KING  WILLIAM 
AND   QUEEN  MARY. 


Preamble. 

1692-93,  chap. 

25. 

7  Mass., 54. 

127  Maes.,  463. 


"Whereas  the  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England,  within  this 
province,  have  no  power  by  law  to  join  persons  in  marriage  who  do 
not  belong  to  the  towns  in  which  such  ministers  themselves  dwell,  — 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

•    [Sect.  1.]     That   from  and   after    the   [20^^]    [twentieth']  day  of  Ministers  of  the 
March  [1773]  [one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three'],  it  shall  ^ntiTnayjoTn^' 
he  lawful  for  any  minister  of   the  Church  of  England   to   join  any  persons  in  mar- 
person  in  marriage,  that  may  lawfully  enter  into  such  a  relation,  who  [on|°to  other 
usually  and  frequently  attend  the  worship  of  God  with  such  minister  [^rtTn  w^hich^ 
on  Lord's  Days,  the  ministerial  taxes  of  which  persons  he  has  a  right  they  reside; 
by  law  to  receive,  although  such  persons  do  not  belong  to  the  town  in 
which  such  minister  himself  dwells :  provided-,  they  produce  a  certifi- 
cate to  such  minister  of  their  having  been  published  agre[e]able  to 
the  laws  of  this  province. 

[And]  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  where  any  minister  of  the  Church  of  England  is  —may  join  in 
himself  to  be  married,  or  where  such  minister  shall  be  removed  by  "n^thlt  d"not 
death,  or  otherwise,    so  that  the   religious  society  of   Christians  in  attend  their 
which  he  presided  shall  be  destitute  of  a  minister,  it  shall  be  lawful  ^ses."^^''" 
in  such  cases  for  the  next  minister,  within  the  province,  of  the  same 
denomination,  to  join  in  marriage  the  minister,  or  any  of  the  people 
constituting  such  religious  society,  who  may  lawfully  enter  into  such 
a  relation,  when  they  may  become  destitute,  as  aforesaid  ;  certificates 
of  publishment,  agre[e]able  to  the  laws  of  this  province,  being  first 
produced,  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  the  treasurers  of  the  counties,  who,  only,  are  appointed  Preamble, 
to  sue  for  and  recover  the  fine  of  fifty  pounds  forfeited  by  such  as 
presume  to  join  persons  in  marriage  contrary  to  the  laws  of   this 
province,  have  been  negligent  of  their  duty,  and  more  effectual  pro- 
vision is  necessary  to  be  made,  — 

Be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  every  justice,  minister,  or  other  person,  who  shall  The  fine  for 
solemnize  marriages  contrary  to  this  or  any  former  act,  now  in  force,  "ary^t'ofaw," 
shall  not  only  be  liable  to  the  suit  or  action  of  the  parent,  guardian,  ^''^^''^''^.^^g"^^"' 
or  others  whose  immediate  care  and  government  either  of  the  parties  guardians,' 
were  under  at  the  time  of  such  marriage,  for  the  recovery  of  damages,  selectmen,  &c. 
but  such  parent,  guardian,  or  others  whose  immediate  care  and  gov- 
ernment either  of  the  parties  were  under,  or  either  of  the  selectmen 
of  the  town  where  such  offence  may  be  committed,  shall  have,  and 
there  is  hereby  given  them,  as  full  and  ample  power  to  sue  for  and 
recover  the   fine   aforesaid    as   the   county  treasurers,  respectively, 
now  have  ;  the  same  to  be  recovered  in  like  manner,  and  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  same  purpose,  as  is  by  law  already  provided.     [Passed 
and  published  3fai'ch  6,  1773. 


CHAPTER    32. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  INTITULED  "AN  ACT  TO  LIMIT 
AND  DIRECT  IN  SUING  OUT  EXECUTIONS  UPON  JUDGMENTS  OF 
COURTS." 

Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  sixteenth  year  Preamble. 
of  his  late  majesty  King  George  the  Second,  intitled  "An  Act  to  i.^^i-42.  chap, 
limit  and  direct  in  suing  out  executions  upon  judgments  of  courts," 
it  is  enacted,  "That,  when  judgment  shall  be  given  in  any  court  of 
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Recking  an  Act  recoi'd,  the  party  obtaining  it  may  sue  out  execution  thereon  at  any 
of  16th  George  ^jjjjg  within  a  twclvcmonth,  and  afterwards  renew  it  as  often  as 
occasion  shall  requu'e ;  and  where  any  execution  shall  be  returned 
without  any  satisfaction  made,  or  satisfied  only  in  part,  the  clerk  of 
the  said  court,  within  a  twelvemonth  after  the  return  thereof  into  the 
office,  may,  ex  officio,  renew  or  make  out  an  alias  ov  2)luTies  execution 
for  the  whole  or  the  remainder,  as  the  case  may  be,  till  the  judgment 
be  fully  satisfied ;  but,  if  the  party  shall  neglect  to  sue  out  his  execu- 
tion, alias  ox  pluries,  within  the  times  afore  limited,  he  shall  sue  out 
a  writ  of  scire  facias,  and  cause  the  adverse  party  to  be  served  there- 
with, or  an  attested  copy  thereof  to  be  left  at  his  dwelling  or  place 
of  usual  and  last  abode,  seven  days,  inclusive,  before  the  court's  sit- 
ting, requiring  him  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he  have,  why  execution 
ought  not  to  be  done  ;  and,  upon  his  non-appearance,  or  uot  shewing 
sufficient  cause,  the  court  shall  award  execution  for  what  remaineth, 
with  additional  cost ;  "  and  whereas,  also,  when  judgment  is  rendered, 
if  the  party  obtaining  it  dies,  no  execution  can  be  sued  out  thereon, 
without  a  writ  of  scire  facias  being  first  brought  and  prosecuted  with 
effect;  and  because,  upon  a  writ  of  scire  facias,  neither  the  goods  or 
estate  of  the  debtor  can  be  attached,  nor  his  body  taken,  the  debt 
may  be  lost,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  when  judgment  is  given  in  any  court  of  record,  and  remaineth 
in  force,  the  party  obtaining  it,  his  or  their  executors  or  administra- 
tors, may,  instead  of  a  writ  of  scire  facias,  have  and  maintain  an 
action  of  debt  upon  such  judgment,  in  the  same  court  where  the 
record  thereof  remaineth.     [Passed  and  published  March  6,  1773. 


Method  for 
regulating  ex- 
ecutious. 


CHAPTER    33. 


AN  ACT  FOR  SECURING  THE  SEASONABLE  PAYMENT  OF  TOWN,  DIS- 
TRICT, AND  PRECINCT,  RATES  OR  ASSESSMENTS. 


Preamble.  "Whereas  the  method  directed  to  by  law,  and  heretofore  practised 

by  the  receivers  or  treasurers  of  towns,  districts  and  precincts,  has 
been  to  sue  for  and  recover  town,  district,  and  precinct,  rates  and 
assessments,  or  the  arrears  thereof,  by  mean  process  against  the  con- 
stables or  collectors  to  whom  they  were  committed  to  be  gathered, 
who  neglected  their  dut}'  therein,  whereby  the  payment  of  such  rates 
or  assessments  into  the  respective  town,  district,  or  precinct,  treasur- 
ers has  been  greatly  delayed,  to  the  grievous  damage  of  many  places ; 
to  prevent  which  for  the  future,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
[Sect.   1.]     That  if  the  constable  or  collector  of  any  town,  dis- 
trict or  precinct  within  this  province,  to  whom  any  town,  district,  or 
precinct, rates  or  assessments  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  com- 
bfes  muf  coK^"   hiitted  to  collcct,  shall  be  remiss  in  his  duty  by  law  required,  and 
defid"  r' "' M^    neglect  to  collect,  such  rates  and  assessments  as  have  been  or  may 
lecting  rates.  '   hereafter  be  committed  to  him  to  collect,  and  pay  the  same  to  the 
receiver  or  treasurer  of  such  town,  district  or  precinct,  by  the  time 
fixed  in  the  warrant  to  him  directed,  or  within  one-  month  next  after 
the  expiration  thereof,  such  treasurer  or  receiver  is  hereby  empow- 
ered, by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  du'ected  to  the  sheriff  of 


Town  trcae- 
urere  enipow 
ercd  to  issue 
■warr.ints 
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the  county,  or  his  deputy,  where  said  delinquent  constable  or  collectsar 
may  reside,  —  and  in  all  cases  wherein  such  delinquent  constable  or  col- 
lector may  happen  to  be  a  sheriff  or  deputy  sheriff,  then  such  treas- 
urer or  receiver  may  direct  such  warrant  to  the  coroner  of  such 
county,  or  his  deputy,  who  are  hereby,  respectively,  directed  and  em- 
powered to  execute  the  same,  — to  cause  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  such  constable  or  collector  has  not  paid  in,  to  be  levied  by  distress 
and  sale  of  his  real  and  personal  estate :  and  such  coroner,  or  his 
deputy,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  give  a  good  title  to 
the  same  (returning  the  overplus,  if  any  be),  notice  of  such  sale 
being  posted  up  in  some  publick  place  or  places,  in  the  town  or  dis- 
trict wherein  such  estates  shall  or  may  be  found,  four  days,  at  least, 
before  the  time  of  such  sale  ;  and  for  want  of  such  estate  to  take  the 
body  of  such  constable  or  collector,  and  to  imprison  him  until  he  pay 
the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  all  warrants  that  shall  hereafter  be  issued  by  any  WarrantB  re- 
treasurer  as  aforesaid,  against  any  constable  or  collector  as  afore-  treasurenhi^* 
said,  shall   be  made    returnable  and  shall  be  returned  accordingly,  three  months, 
together  with  the  monies  he  hath  received  or  may  receive  thereon,  if 
any,  unto  said  treasurer,  or  into  his  office,  within  three  mouths  from 
the  day  of  the  date  of  said  warrant,  on  penalty  of  eighteen  per  cent 
per  annum  from  the  expiration  of  the  said  three  months. 

And  whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  whether  a  constable  or  pre-  Preamble, 
cinct  collector  has  power  to   collect   the   taxes   to   him   committed, 
within  such  precincts  as  consists  of  inhabitants  who  belong  to  differ- 
ent towns,  in  those  parts  of  such  precincts  of  which  town  such  con- 
stable or  collector  is  not  an  inhabitant,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  every  constable,  or  precinct  collector,  shall  have  Constable,  or 
the  same  power  to  collect  the  taxes  to  him  committed,  in  every  part  orrempowerTd! 
of  such  precinct  as   consists   of   inhabitants   belonging  to  different 
towns,  as  fully  as  if  such  precinct  was  contained  in  the  same  town 
of  which  such  constable  or  collector  is  an  inhabitant. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  warrant  to  be  issued  by  any  of  the  treasurers 
or  receivers  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  the  form  following ;  viz.,  — 

B.,  SS.,  Form  of  town 

A.  B.,  treasurer  of  the  of  B.,  in  said  county,  —  T^T'"' ''"' 

[L.S.]     To  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  S  ,  or  his  deputy,    Greeting : 

Whereas,  C.  D.  of  B.,  aforesaid  [addition],  on  the  day  of  being  a 

of  rates  and  assessments,  granted  and  agreed  on  by  tlie 
aforesaid,  had  a  list  of  assessments,  duly  made   by   the  assessors  of  the 
aforesaid,  amounting  unto  the  sum  of  ,  committed  to  him, 

with  a  warrant,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  directing  and  empowering  him 
to  collect  the  several  sums  in  said  assessments  mentioned,  and  pay  in  the 
same  to  the  treasurer  of  aforesaid,  by  the  day  of  , 

but  the  said  C.  D.  has  been  remiss  in  his  duty  by  law  required,  and  hath 
neglected  to  collect  the  several  sums  aforesaid,  and  pay  the  same  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  aforesaid,  and  part  thereof;  viz.,  still  re- 

mains due,  and  the  said  C.  D.  still  neglects  to  pay  the  same, — 

You   are  hereby,  in  his   majesty's  name,  required  forthwith  to  levy  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  ,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  said  C.  D   real  or 

personal  estate,  and  pay  the  same  unto  the  treasurer  of  said  ,  re- 

turning the  overplus,  if  any  there  be,  to  the  said  C.  D.,  and,  for  want  of  such 
estate,  to  take  the  body  of  the  said  C.  D.,and  commit  him  to  his  majesty's 
goal  ,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  there  to  remain  until  he  has  paid  the 

said  sum  of  ,  with  your  fees,  or  that  he  be  otherwise  discharged  by 
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[Chap.  34.] 


order  of  law ;  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  to  myself  or  my  successor, 
as  treasurer  of  said 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  day  of  ,  in  the 

year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  Annoque  Domini, 

A.  B. 
l^Passed  and  published  March  6,  1773. 


CHAPTEE   34. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONFIRMING  THE  TITLES  AND  QUIETING  THE  POSSES- 
SIONS OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  TOWNS  OF  LUNENBURGH  AND 
FITCHBURGH. 


Preamble, 


—  referring  to  a 
committee  of 
the  general 
court,  in  1719, 
that  allotted  a 
township  called 
Turkey  Hills, 
now  Lunen- 
burg and 
Filchburg. 


The  returns  of 
Baid  committee, 
being  burnt, 


—  their  proceed- 
ings confirmed. 


Whereas  the  great  and  general  court  or  assembly  of  this  province 
did,  on  the  fourth  day  of  Decern [6e]r,  seventeen  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, grant  a  new  township  at  a  place  called  Turkey  Hills,  then  called 
Southtown,  now  Lunenburgh  and  Fitchburgh,  which,  at  that  time, 
was  a  frontier  town  of  six  miles  square,  and  said  court  did,  on  the 
seventh  day  of  December,  seventeen  hundred  and  nineteen,  appoint 
and  fully  impower  William  Taylor,  Samuel  Thaxter,  Francis  Fullam, 
Esqrs.,  Capt.  John  Sheple  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Whittemore,  a  commit- 
tee to  allot  and  grant  out  the  lands  in  said  new  town  ;  which  commit- 
tee did  afterwards,  agTe[e]able  to  the  order  of  said  court,  allot  and 
grant  out  said  new  township,  and  make  return  of  their  proceedings 
into  the  secretary's  office,  as  appears  by  the  return  of  the  committee, 
under  their  own  hands,  on  the  proprietors'  book  ;  but  the  plan  of  each 
lot,  with  the  then  possessors'  and  proprietors'  names  that  had  the 
land  confirmed  to  them,  is  not  to  be  now  found  in  the  secretary's 
office,  nor  elsewhere,  but  is  supposed  to  be  burnt  among  the  files 
when  the  late  court-house  in  Boston  was  consumed  by  fire  :  by  which 
means  the  property  of  some  hundreds  of  the  good  people  of  this 
province  is  rendered  precarious,  as  the  same  lands  have  been  brought 
to,  out  of  a  state  of  nature,  and  been  improved,  between  forty  and 
fifty  years,  and  have  passed,  by  sales,  through  a  great  number  of 
hands,  —  so  that,  without  the  interposition  of  this  court,  the  present 
possessors,  and  others,  are  in  danger  of  the  greatest  difficulties,  dis- 
tresses and  losses,  relative  to  their  properties  in  said  towns  ;  for  the 
preventing  of  which,  — 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
That  said  committee's  proceedings,  in  allotting  out  and  granting 
said  lands  in  said  new  township,  — now  Lunenburgh  and  Fitchburgh,  — 
with  the  records  and  transfers  of  lots  in  said  towns,  which  were 
delivered  up  to  said  proprietors  by  order  of  the  general  court,  be  and 
are  hereby  confirmed,  with  the  said  proprietors'  proceedings  thereon 
ever  since,  and  are  hereby  made  valid  in  law,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
l)Oses  whatsoever.     \_Passed  February  16  ;  published  March  6,  1773. 
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CHAPTER  35. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  TOWN  OF  WESTMINSTER  TO  COLLECT  CER- 
TAIN TAXES. 

Whereas  the  general  court,  at  their  session  in  the  year  one  thou-  Preamble, 
sand  seven  hundred  and  sixty,  ordered  a  tax  of  one-half  penny  per 
acre,  for  four  years  then  next  ensuing,  be  granted  upon  all  the  lands 
of  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Westminster,  for  de- 
freying  ministerial  charges ;  and  whereas  the  assessors  of  said  pro- 
prietors of  Westminster  have  made  said  tax,  and,  as  has  been  rep- 
resented to  tliis  court,  have  legally  published  the  same,  and  some 
persons  who  were  owners  of  said  lands  at  said  time  neglect  or 
refuse  to  pay  the  said  taxes,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Westminster   for  Selectmen  of 
the  time  being,  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  and  du'ected  to  sell  so  ^p^owereluo 
much,  and  no  more,  of  the  delinquent  non-resident  proprietors'  lands  eeii  deiinqiunt 
as  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  tax  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  propHetors' 
pay  and  satisfy  said  tax,  and  other  intervening  charges  ;  they  posting  ^'*°'^®- 
up  a  notification  of  the  sale  of  the  same,  in  some  public  place  in  the 
town  of  Westminster   aforesaid,  and  in  the  shire  town  in  the  county 
of  Worcester :  and  also  the  said  selectmen  shall  be  obliged,  for  the 
notification  of  the  non-resident  proprietors  of   said  lands  in  West- 
minster, to  adverti[z][s]e  in   two  of  the   Boston  newspapers,  three  Notice  of  sale  to 
weeks,  successively,  the  time  and  place  of  the  intended  sale,  three  ^*^siven. 
mouths,  at  least,  before  the  said  lands  are  sold  ;  and  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  said  selectmen,  at  a  public  vendue,  to  sell  said  lands  as 
aforesaid,  and  to  execute  an  absolute  deed  or  deeds  in  law  for  con- 
veyance of  said  lands  of  the  proprietors  aforesaid,  to  the  person  or 
persons  who  will  give  most  for  the  same :  provided,  said  selectmen 
proceed  to  make  such  sales  within  three  days  after  the  time  set  for 
said  sales,  and  shall  not  make  any  adjournment  of  said  vendue  after 
said  three  days  ;  which  deed  or  deeds  shall  be  good  and  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  in  the  law,  forever:  reserving,  nevertheless,  to  Liberty  of  re- 
any  of  the  said  non-resident  proprietors,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  lib-  fan^fBoid?*^ 
erty  of  redemption  of  their  lands  so  sold,  they  paying  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  said  lands,  or  their  heirs,  respectively,  within   one  year 
afterwards,  the  sum  or  sums  for  which  said  lands  were   sold,  with 
charges  of  sale  and  charges  laid  out  in  making  improvement  there- 
on, with  the  further  sum  of  twelve  pounds  for  each  hundred  pounds 
of  money  produced  by  said  sale,  and,  proportionably,  for  any  other 
sum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect,  2.]     That  the  said  selectmen  shall  pay  the  money  arising  The  town  to 
by  the  said  sale,  to  the  treasurer  of  said  town  for  the  time  being ;  and  money  "'^  ^^' 
the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  dispose  of  the  same  as  the 
said  town  has  or  may  du-ect.     [Passed  March  4  ;*  published  March  6, 
1773. 

*  Signed  March  0,  according  to  the  record. 
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CHAPTER  36. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  WEST  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
GREAT  BARRINGTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  INTO  A  DIS- 
TRICT BY  THE  NAME   OF  ALFORD. 


Preamble. 


Bounds  of 
Aiford  district. 


Invested  with 
powers  and 
privileges. 


To  join  with 
Great  Harring- 
ton, Hlieftield 
ami  Egremont, 
in  choosing  a 
representative. 


Proviso. 


To  pay  their 
proportion  of 
taxes  laid  on 
Great  Barring- 
ton. 


Whereas  it  has  been  made  to  appear  to  this  court  by  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  west  part  of  the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  in 
the  county  of  Berkshire,  that  they  kibour  under  great  difficulties  by 
reason  of  their  distance  from  the  place  of  public  worship  in  said 
town,  praying  to  be  erected  into  a  separate  district,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  west  part  of  the  town  of  Great  Barrington, 
and  those  lands  lying  west  of  and  adjoining  to  the  town  of  Stock- 
bridge,  as  hereafter  described ;  viz"^'^.,  begin[?i]iug  at  the  north-west 
corner  of  said  Great  Barrington  Town  Lots,  so  called,  and  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  town  of  Stockbridge ;  and  thence,  run[ri]ing  so 
far,  southerly,  upon  the  west  end  of  said  lots,  [as]  to  the  north  line  of 
the  town  of  Egremont,  and  the  north  lines  of  the  farms  of  Peter 
Borghardt,  Jacob  Borghardt  and  Peter  Sharp  ;  and  thence,  west,  upon 
the  said  north  line  of  said  Egremont,  to  the  line  that  divides  this  prov- 
ince from  the  province  of  New  York ;  thence,  north,  upon  the  said  di- 
viding line,  to  the  north  line  of  James  M'^'^^Lelan's  farm  whereon  he 
now  lives  ;  thence,  east,  to  the  west  line  of  the  town  of  Stockbridge  ; 
thence,  south,  to  the  said  south-west  corner  of  Stockbridge,  —  be  and 
hereby  are  incorporated  into  a  separate  district  by  the  name  of  Aiford ; 
and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be  vested  with  all  the  powers,  privi- 
leges and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  an}'  town  within  this 
province  do,  or  by  law  ought  to,  enjoy,  excepting  only  the  privilege  of 
sending  a  representative  to  the  general  assembly :  and  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  said  district  shall  have  liberty,  from  time  to  time,  to  join  with 
the  towns  of  Great  Barrington,  Sheffield  and  Egremont,  in  the  choice 
of  a  representative  or  representatives,  —  which  representatives  may  be 
indifferently  chosen  from  either  of  the  towns  aforesaid  or  said  district ; 
the  pay  or  allowance  of  such  representatives  to  be  borne  by  said 
towns  and  districts  according  to  their  respective  proportions  of  the 
proviuce  tax  ;  and  that  the  town  of  Sheffield,  as  often  as  they  shall  call 
a  meeting  for  the  choice  of  representatives,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
give  seasonable  notice  to  the  clerk  of  said  district  of  Aiford  for  the 
time  being,  of  the  time  and  place  for  holding  said  meeting,  to  the  end 
that  the  said  district  may  join  therein  ;  and  the  clerk  of  said  district 
shall  set  up  in  some  public [7c]  place  in  said  district  a  notification 
thereof  accordingly. 

Provided,  nevertheless, — 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  district  shall  pay  their  proportion  of  all 
such  province,  county,  and  town,  charges  as  are  already  granted  and 
assessed,  or  to  be  assessed  and  collected,  in  said  town  of  Great  Bar- 
rington :  saving  all  such  sums  of  money  as  now  are  granted,  voted  and 
assessed,  or  to  be  assessed  and  collected,  in  said  town  of  Great  Bar- 
rington for  the  purpose  of  settling  and  supporting  a  minister  therein 
and  repairing  the  meeting-house,  from  which  the  said  district  shall  be 
utterly  exempted. 
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And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  said  district  shall  pay  and  bear  their  proper-  To  pay  their 
tionable  part,  according  to  their  proportion  of  the  province  tax,  of  m'i°in?a[n'ing°the 
supporting  and  maintaining  the  poor  of  the  said  town  of  Great  Bar-  poor  of  Great 
rington  that  are  at  this  time  the  charge  of  the  said  town,  and  pay  the    '*'"""6*°"- 
same,  annually,  into  the  hands  of  the  town  treasurer  of  said  Great  Bar- 
rington  ;  and  the  town  clerk  thereof  is  hereby  directed,  some  time  in 
the  month  of  October,  annually,  to  transmit  to  the  assessors  of  said 
district,  for  the  time  being,  a  true  and  perfect  account  of  all  such  sums 
of  money  as  may  or  shall  be  voted  and  granted  to  be  assessed,  raised 
and  levied,  in  said  town  of  Great  Barrington,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting such  poor  person  or  persons,  and  also  a  list  of  their  several 
names  ;  and  the  assessors  of  said  district  be  and  hereby  are  impowered 
and  directed  to  assess  the  same  according!}'. 

And  he  it  further  eiiacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  after  this  present  year,  and  until  a  new  valuation  To  pay  a  fourth 
of   the  polls   and  estates  throughout  this  province  shall   be  taken,  uTxof^Grelt'"''^ 
agreed  and  concluded  upon,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  Barrington,  and 
shall  pay  one  fourth  part  of  the  province  tax  that  would  have  been  stockbruige. 
set  upon  the  said  town  of  Great  Barrington  if  the  said  district  had  not 
been  made,  and  also  the  twenty-seventh  part  of  the  province  tax  that 
would  have  been  set  on  the  said  town  of  Stockbridge. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  David  Ingersol,  jun'r,  Esq'^''^.,  be  and  hereby  is  David  Tngersoii, 
impowered  and  directed  to  issue  a  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  powered to'^^sue 
inhabitant  of  said  district,  requiring  him  to  warn  and  give  notice  to  •^'*  warrant, 
the  inhabitants  thereof  to  assemble,  at  some  suitable  time  and  place,  in 
said  district,  to  chuse  such  officers  as  are  necessary  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  said  district.     \_Passed  February  16 ;  published  March  6, 
1773. 


CHAPTER   37. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  A  TOWNSHIP  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE, 
AT  A  PLANTATION  CALLED  TYRINGHAM  EQUIVALENT,  BY  THE  NAME 
OF  LOUDUN. 

Whereas  the   inhabitants   of   a   tract   of  land   called  Tyringham  Preamble. 
Equivalent,  in  the  county  of  Berlvshire,  have  represented  to  this  court 
the  great  difficulties  and  inconvenienc[i]es  they  labour  under  in  their 
present  situation,    and   have  earnestly  requested  that   they  may  be 
erected  into  a  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  tract  of  land  called  Tyringham  Equiva-  Bounds  of 
lent,  bounded  as  follows  :  easterly,  by  Blanford  ;  southerly,  by  Gran-  °"  ""' 
ville  ;  and  westerly,  by  Sandisfield  and,  partly,  by  a  tract  of  land  called 
the  Eleven  Thousand  Acres  ;  northerly,  by  Chandler,  Belcher,  and 
Band's  grant,  and  so  to  run,  ranging  with  Rand's  south  line,  easterly, 
to  Blanford  line,  —  be  and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  town  by  the  name  of 
Loudun  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof,  be  and  hereby  are  invested 
with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants 
of  any  of  the  towns  within  this  province,  respectively,  do,  or  by  law 
ought  to,  enjoy. 
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John  Chadwick, 
Ksq.,  empow- 
ered to  call  a 
meeting. 


And  he  it  ftirtJier  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  John  Chadwick,  Esq"^'^.,  be, and  he  hereby  is,ira- 
powered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  in 
said  town,  requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place 
,as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  chuse  all  such  officers  as  shall  be  nec- 
essary to  manage  the  affau'S  of  said  town.  \^Passed  February  27;* 
^published  March  6,  1773. 


CHAPTER    38. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  AND  DISCOURAGE  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THIS 
AND  THE  NEIGHBOURING  GOVERNMENTS  FROM  GIVING  LARGE 
CREDIT  TO  THE  INDIANS  INHABITING,  OR  WHO  SHALL  BE  HERE- 
AFTER INHABITANTS.  WITHIN  THE  TOWN  OF  STOCKBRIDGE. 


Preamble 


No  action  to  be 
maintained 
against  the 
Stockbridge 
Indians  for  a 
sum  exceeding 
thirty-five  ehil- 
lings. 


"Whereas  sundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  other  of  the  neigh- 
bouring governments,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  have  heretofore  given 
large  credit  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  which  has  tended  greatly  to 
the  injury  of  those  Indians  in  their  manners  and  estates,  and  will,  if 
not  prevented,  soon  reduce  them  and  their  families  to  a  state  of 
utter  ruin  ;  wherefore,  for  preventing  the  same,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor.,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  no  person  or  persons  shall,  hereafter,  within  this  government, 
have  or  maintain  any  action  or  demand  in  law  against  any  of  those 
Indians,  for  anj^  debt,  specialty,  contract  or  account  had  or  made  after 
the  last  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three, 
wherein  such  debt,  specialty,  contract,  account  or  demand  shall  be  for 
more  than  the  sum  of  thu"ty-five  shillings.  And  if  any  action  or 
actions  shall  hereafter  be  brought  against  such  Indian  or  Indians, 
wherein  the  demand  shall  be  for. a  sum  more  than  thirty-five  shillings, 
contracted  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  such  Indian  or  Indiana 
may  plead  this  act  in  bar  of  the  same ;  and  judgment  shall  be  given 
for  such  Indian  or  Indians  to  recover  costs  against  the  plaintiff  or 
plaintiffs  in  such  action  or  actions.  \_Passed  and  published  March  G, 
1773. 


CHAPTER    39. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SETTING  OFF  CERTAIN  LANDS  BELONGING  TO  THE  TOWN 
OF  PRINCETON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 


Preamble. 
1770-71,  chap. 
23. 


"Whereas  the  general  court,  at  then-  session  in  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  erected  the  district  of  Princeton  into 
a  town  by  the  name  of  Princeton,  together  with  all  the  lands  that 
adjoin  thereto,  not  belonging  to  any  other  town  or  district,  by  means 
■whereof  the  said  town  of  Princeton  is  in  a  very  irregular  form,  and 
the  inhabitants  thereof  put  to  great  expence  in  laying  out  roads,  and 

*  Signed  March  6,  according  to  the  record. 
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the  persons  who  improve  the  said  adjoining  lands  labour  under  greater 
inconveniencies  than  heretofore,  — 

Be   it  therefore   enacted  hy  the    Governor^    Council  and  House  of 
Representatives^ 

That  all  the  lands  included  in  the  said  town  of  Princeton  which  did  Certain  land, 
not  belong  thereto  when  it  was  a  district,  be  set  off ;  and  that  the  same  Princeton  ™ 
lands  remain  as  they  did  before  the  incorporation  of  the  said  district 
into  a  town.     [^Passed  and  published  March  6,  1773. 


CHAPTER  40. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXING  CERTAIN  LANDS  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  GREAT 
BARRINGTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  the  lands  belongmg  to  Richard  Houck,  without  the  bounds  of  Lands  of  Kich- 
any  town,  which  lye  contiguous  to  Great  Barrington,  bounded  as  fol-  ncxJ-uo'^Great 
lows  ;  vizi^'^.,  begining  at  the  south-west  corner  of  a  tract  of  land  sold  Banington. 
by  Pel[a][e]tiah  West,  to  Jonathan  West  and  Elisha  West;  thence, 
west,  eight  degrees  north,  on  the  south  line  of  a  tract  of  land  called  the 
Glassworks  Grant,  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  rods,  to  a  small  hem- 
lock-tree, marked  ;  thence,  south,  one  hundi-ed  and  eighteen  rods,  to  a 
stake  and  stones  ;  thence,  east,  seven  degrees  south,  two  hundred  and 
one  rods,  to  a  small  hemlock-tree,  marked,  standing  on  the  west  bank 
of  Housatonnock  River ;  thence,  southerly,  on  said  river,  one  hundred 
and  thirty  rods,  to  the  first-mentioned  bounds,  —  be  and  hereby  are  an- 
nexed to  the  said  town  of  Great  Barrington  ;  together  with  all  the  in- 
habitants that  now  dwell,  or  that  shall  hereafter  dwell  thereon,  who 
hereby  are  and  shall  be  subjected  to  do  duty  and  intitled  to  receive 
privilege  equal  with  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Great  Bar- 
rington, to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever.  [^Passed  February 
16  ;  published  March  6,  1773. 


CHAPTEK    41. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXING  SUNDRY  PERSONS,  INHABITANTS  OF  THE 
FIRST  PRECINCT  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  MARSHFIELD,  WITH  THEIR  ES- 
TATES, TO  THE  SECOND  PRECINCT  IN  SAID  TOWN. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  court  that  it  would  be  very  convenient  Preamble, 
that  [sund'i'y  persons  of  the  first  precinct  in*']  Marshfield  should  be  set 
off,  with  their  estates,  and  annexed  to  the  second  precinct  in  said 
town,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  Sundry  inhabi- 
That  the  persons  hereafter  named, inhabitants  of  said  first  precinct ;  p,!ecinct*iM  """ 
\\z^^^.,  Israel  Tilden,  Seth  Derrow,  Nicholas  Porter,  Robert  Sherman,  Marehticid.set 
Valentine  Sherman,  William  MC<=-^'Comber,  Thomas  M^'^^'Comber,  jun'r,  pfedncl? ""'"""'^ 
Barnabas  Fountain,  Levi  Ford,  John  Tilden,  jun'r,  and  Rachel  Joyce, 
with  their  families  and  estates,  be  annexed  to  the  second  precinct  in 

*  Parchment  mutilated  by  mice. 
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the  town  of  Marshfield  ;  and  that  they,  the  aforenamed  persons,  with 
their  families,  and  such  others  as  shall  hereafter  dwell  on  such  estates, 
shall  hereafter  be  considered  as  part  of  the  second  precinct  in  said 
town,  and  there  do  duty  and  receive  privileges.  [^Passed  February 
16  ;  published  March  6,  1773. 


CHAPTER    42. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  AND  REGULATING  THE  FEES  OF  THE  SEV- 
ERAL OFFICERS,  WITHIN  THIS  PROVINCE,  HEREAFTER  MENTIONED. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
Preamble.  [Sect.  1.]     That  from  and  after  the  eighth  day  of  March  [1773] 

1704-65,  chap,     j-^^^  thousaud  SBven  hundred  and  seventy-three'] ,  the  establishment  of 

the  fees  belonging  to  the  several  officers  hereafter  mentioned,  within 

this  province,  be  as  followeth ;  vizi^'^, — 

JUSTICE'S  FEES. 

Justice's  fees.     For  every  writ  of  attachment  or  original  summons,  one  shilling. 
Summons,  upon  a  ca'pias  or  attachment,  sixpence. 
Every  subpoena,  for  one  or  more  witnesses,  sixpence. 
Entring  an  action  or  filing  a  complaint  in  civil  causes,  two  shillings. 
"Writ  of  execution,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 
Filing  papers,  each,  one  penny  halfpenny. 
Taxing  a  bill  of  costs,  threepence. 

Entring  up  judgment  in  civil  or  criminal  causes,  ninepence. 
Copy  of  every   evidence,  original  papers  or  records,  eightpence  per 

page  for  each  page  of  twenty-eight  lines,  eight  words  in  a  line : 

if  less  than  a  page,  fourpence. 
A  recognizance  or  bond  of  appeal,  including  principal  and  sureties, 

one  shilling. 
Taking  affidavits  out  of  then*  own  courts  in  order  for  the  trial  of  any 

cause,  one  shilling ;  and  two  shillings  for  his  travel  every  ten 

miles,  and  so  in  proportion ;  his  travel  to  be  certified  on  the 

affidavit. 
Taking  affidavits  in^erpe^waw,  to  each  justice,  one  shilling. 
For  every  oath  administred  to  one  or  more  witnesses  appearing  at 

one  and  the  same  time,  before  refer[r]ees  or  arbitrators,  one 

shilling. 
To  travel,  the  same  as  in  taking  affidavits. 
To  swearing  persons  appointed  to  appraize  estates,   or  to  appraize 

and  divide  real  estates,  together  with  certificates,  one  shilling 
•  and  sixpence,  in  the  whole. 

Taking  an  acknowledg[e]ment  with  one  or  more  seals,  provided  at 

one  and  the  same  time.,  one  shilling. 
Receiving  a  complaint  and  issuing  a  warrant  in  criminal  cases,  one 

shilling  and  sixpence. 
For  '^ntring  a  complaint,  making  up  judgment  thereon,  the  same  as  in 

civil  causes. 
For  granting  a  warrant,  swearing  appraizers  relating  to  strays,  and 

entering  the  same,  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 
For  affidavits  in  all  other  cases,  with  certificates,  and  examining,  except 

oaths  to  be  administred  to  town,  district  and  precinct  officers, 

eightpence. 
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CORONER'S  FEES. 

For  serving  a  writ,  or  summons,  or  execution,  and  returning  an  inquisi-  Coroner'*  fee*. 

tion,  and  travel[?]iDg  fees,  the  same  as  by  this  act  hereafter 

allowed  to  sheriffs. 
Bail-bonds,  one  shilling. 

Every  trial  where  the  sheriff  is  concerned,  eightpence. 
For  attending  the  jury,  one  shilling. 
For  granting  a  warrant  and  taking  an  inquisition,  six  shillings ;  if 

more  than  one  at  the  same  time,  seven  shillings  and  sixpence, 

in  the  whole. 
For  travelling  and  expences  for  taking  an  inquisition,  each  day,  four 

shillings. 
The  foreman  of  the  jury,  three  shillings ;  and  ten  miles,  accounted  a 

day's  travel,  one  shilling. 
Every  other  juror,  two  shillings  and  sixpence*,  and  travel, the  same  as 

the  foreman. 
The  constable,  for  his  expences,  summoning  the  jury  and  attendance, 

four  shillings  per  day. 
And  all  charges  of  the  inquisition  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  county 

treasury,   except  upon  such  as  are  cast  away  by  sea,  —  and 

in  such   case  the  expence  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  province 

treasury ;  such  account  of  expence  being   first  examined  and 

allowed  by  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the 

county  in  which  such  inquisition  shall  be  taken. 

JUDGE  OF  PROBATE'S,  AND  REGISTER'S, FEES. 

For  granting  administration,  —  to  the  judge,  three  shillings  :  judge  of  pro- 

to   the   register,    for    writing   letter   and   bond  of   administration,  i>att!''^-=ii'd regi& 

two  shillings  and  sixpence. 
For  appointing  or  allowing  guardians  to  minors  :  two  shillings  to  the 

judge  ;  and  writing  bond,  letter  of  guardianship,  and  recording 

letter,  three  shillings  to  the  register. 
Proving  a  will  or  codicil :  to  the  judge,  three  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  to 

the  register,  two  shillings  and  sixpence. 
For  examining  and  allowing  inventory,  and  swearing  the  executor  or 

executors,  administrator  or  administrators,  one  shilling  to  the 

judge. 
Recording  a  will,  letter  of  administration  or  guardianship,  inventory 

or  account,  of  one  page,  and  filing  the  same,  one  shilling  and 

threepence ;  — 
for  every  page  more,  of  twenty-eight  lines,  of  eight  words  in  a  line, 

eightpence. 
For  copy  of  a  will  and  inventory,  for  each  page,  and  other  office 

copies,  eightpence. 
Allowing  accounts,   three  shillings  to  the  judge :  decree  for  settling 

intestate  estates  ;  to  the  judge,  three  shillings. 
For  examining  such  accounts,  one  shilling. 
A  citation,  ninepence. 

A  quietus:  to  the  judge,  one  shilling  ;  to  the  register,  one  shilling. 
Warrant  or  commission  for  appraizing  or  dividing  estates  :  one  shilling 

•  and  sixpence  to  the  judge  ;  to  the  register,  one  shilling. 
Making  out  commission  to  receive  and  examine  the  claims  of  creditors 

to  insolvent  estates  ;  to  the  judge,  one  shilling  ;  to  the  register, 

one  shilling  ;  for  recording,  eightpence  for  each  page. 
Registring  the  commissioner's  report,  each  page,  eightpence. 
Making  out  and  entering  an  order  upon  the  administrators  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  estate ;  to  the  judge,   one  shilling^  and  six- 
pence ;  to  the  register,  one  shilling. 
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For  proportioning  such  estate  among  the  creditors,  agre[e]able  to  the 

commissioner's  return,  four  shillings. 
For  recording  the  same,  eightpence  per  page. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  whenever  any  fees  shall  be  paid  in  the  probate 
office  for  the  probate  of  a  will,  and  letters  testamentary,  or  for  grant- 
ing letters  of  administration,  or  letters  of  guardianship,  or  for  any 
matter  or  thing  from  time  to  time  arising  in  consequence  of  such  let- 
ters testamentary,  or  letters  of  administration,  or  letters  of  guardian- 
ship, and  until  the  estate  upon  which  they  are,  respectively,  granted 
shall  be  fully  settled,  a  particular  account  of  such  fees,  before  pay- 
ment, shall,  if  demanded,  be,  by  the  register  or  judge,  set  down  in  writ- 
ing, and  given  to  the  person  paying  the  same ;  and  any  such  fees 
received  without  being  thus  ascertained  in  writing,  shall  be  deemed 
illegal  fees,  and  the  person  receiving  the  same  shall  forfeit  and  suffer 
accordingly. 

IN   THE  SUPEIlIO[Cr]R  COURT. 

justices'  fees. 

Justices  of  the    Eutriug  an  action,  six  shillings  and  eightpence. 
•ujKirior  courts,  falling  special  bail,  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 
Allowing  a  writ  of  error,  two  shillings. 
Allowing  an  habeas  corpus,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 
Taxing  a  bill  of  cost,  eightpence. 

For  entering  a  petition,  and  making  order  thereon,  for  the  sale  or  par- 
tition of  real  estates,  and  giving  a  copy  of  the  same,  seven  shil- 
lings in  the  whole :  the  clerk  to  be  paid  out  of  the  same,  for 
recording,  as  usual. 
Granting  a  writ  of  protection,  one  shilling. 

clerk's  fees. 

cierk'Bfees.       A  Writ  of  rcvicw,  three  shillings. 

A  writ  of  scire  facias,  two  shillings. 

A  writ  of  execution,  one  shilling  and  sixpence,. 

A  writ  oi  facias  habere  possessionem,  two  shillings  and  sixpence. 

A  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  two  shillings. 

Copies  of  all  records,  each  page  of  twenty-eight  lines,  eight  words  in  a 

line,  ninepence  ;  less  than  a  page,  sixpence. 
Entring  each  action  for  trial,  four  shillings. 
Entring  each  complaint,  two  shillings. 
Receiving  and  recording  a  verdict,  one  shilliUg. 
Entring  a  rule  of  court,  ninepence. 
Confessing  judgment,  or  default,  one  shilling. 
Every  action  withdrawn,  or  nonsuit,  one  shilling. 
Entring  an  appearance,  sixpence. 

Acknowledging  satisfaction  of  a  judgment,  on  record,  eightpence. 
Examining  each  bill  of  cost,  eightpence. 

Continuing  each  cause,  and  entering  the  same  next  term,  one  shilling. 
Fil[Z]ing  each  paper  in  each  cause,  one  penny  halfpenny. 
Proving  a  deed  in  court,  and  certifying  the  same,  one  shilling. 
Ent[e]ring  up    judgment    and  recording    the    same   at   large,    two 

shillings. 
For  each  venire,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasur[y][/e]'s,  respec* 

tively,  on  the  justice's  certificate,  threepence. 
Every  writ  and  seal  other  than  before  mentioned,  two  shillings. 
For  every, subpcena  for  one  or  more  witnesses,  sixpence. 
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Each  recognizance,  including  principal  and  sureties,  one  shilling. 
A  writ  of  protection,  one  shilling. 

IN  THE  INFERI0[C7]R  COURT  OF    COMMON  PLEAS. 

justices'  fees. 
Eutring  of  every  action,  five  shillings  and  fourpence.  *  justices  of  the 

Taxing  a  bill  of  cost,  sixpence.  i^nfenor  courts, 

Taking  a  recognizance  on  appeals,  including  principal  and  sureties, 

one  shilling. 
Proving  a  deed,  one  shilling. 
Granting  a  writ  of  protection,  one  shilling. 
For  entering  a  petition,  and  making  order  thereon,  for  the  sale  of  real 

estates,  four  shillings  to  the  justices,  and,  to  the  clerk,  one 

shilling  and  sixpence. 

clerk's  fees. 

Every  action  entered,  one  shilling  and  fourpence.  Clerk's  fees. 

Every  writ  and  summons,  eightpence,  in  the  whole. 

Every  appearance,  fourpence. 

Ent[e]ring  and  recording  a  verdict,  eightpence. 

Recording  a  judgment,  one  shilling. 

Copies  of  all  records,  each  page  of  twenty-eight  lines,  eight  words  in  a 
line,  eightpence. 

Every  action  withdrawn,  or  nonsuit,  eightpence. 

Every  execution,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 

Every  oath  and  certificate  respecting  tlae  taking  bills  of  the  other  gov- 
ernments, fourpence. 

Confessing  judgment,  or  default,  eightpence. 

Acknowledging  satisfaction  of  a  judgment,  on  record,  eightpence. 

Continuing  each  cause,  and  entering  at  the  next  term,  eightpence. 

Each  recognizance,  including  principal  and  sureties,  one  shilling. 

Examining  each  bill  of  costs,  sixpence. 

Each  venire,  to  be  paid  out  of  tlae  county  treasjuries,  respectively,  by 
order  of  the  court,  threepence. 

Writ  of  facias  habere  possessionem,  two  shillings. 

Filing  each  paper,  one  penny  halfpenny. 

A  writ  of  protection,  one  shilling, 

ATTORNIES'    FEES,  AND    ALLOWANCE    TO    PARTIES    ANB    WITNESSES. 

Attorn  [ie][e?/']s  fees  ;  viz™.,  in  the  superior  court,  in  a  cause  tried  by  Attorneys' fees, 
jury,  twelve  shillings  ;  in  other  causes  in  said  court,  and  in  all  f" part?eT"and 
causes  in  the  inferio[u]r  court,  and  sessions,  six  shillings.  witnesses. 

In  criminal  causes  where  there  is  one  or  more  defendants  tried  by  the 
same  jury  in  the  superior  court,  twelve  shillings  ;  and  if  there 
is  no  trial,  six  shillings ;  and  in  the  court  of  general  sessions 
of  the  peace,  the  same  as  in  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas. 

To  parties  recovering  costs,  and  to  witness  in  civil  and  criminal 
causes,  whether  in  the  superior  or  inferior  courts,  or  courts  of 
the  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  before  a  justice,  one  shilling 
and  sixpence  for  each  day's  attendance  and  travel,  ten  miles' 
travel  to  be  accounted  as  one  day ;  no  allowance  to  be  made  to 
parties  for  travel  to  or  from  the  clerk's  office,  in  order  to  take 
out  a  writ  or  summons,  or  carry  the  same  to  the  officer :  pro- 
vided, nevertheless,  that  no  plaii]ntiff  shall  be  allowed  more 
than  three  days'  attendance  where  the  defendant  is  defaulted, 
unless  the  defendant  appears  in  court  and  makes  answer  to 
the  plaintiff's  suit. 


244 


Province  Laws.  —  1772-73.  [Chap.  42.] 


of  the  peace. 


IN  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE. 

In  the  court  of    To  each  justice,  for  eveiy  day's  constant  attendance  in  court,  three 
general  sesgions  shillings,  —  to  all  justices  in  the  shire  town,  or  within  ten  miles  of 

the  couit-house,  —  and  to  all  others,  four  shillings  per  day,  to 
be  paid 'out  of  the  county  treasury;  excepting  such  justices 
who  are  sworn  attorneys-at-law,  or  clerks  of  the  several  courts 
of  sessions  ;  the  clerk  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  their  attend- 
ance as  aforesaid :  and  all  fines  and  forfeitures  not  otherwise 
appropriated  by  law,  to  be  paid  into  the  county  ti-easury,  for  the 
use  of  the  county. 
For  granting  every  licence  to  retailers  and  innholders,  and  taking 
their  several  recognizances,  including  principal  and  sureties, 
and  for  admin  istring  the  oath  relative  to  the  receiving  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  other  goverum.ents,  six  shillings,  in  the  whole ; 
one  shilling  thereof  to  the  clerk,  the  remainder  thereof  to  be 
paid  into  the  respective  county  treasuries. 
Each  recognizance  in  criminal  causes,  including  principal  and  sureties, 
one  shilling:.    . 


Clerk-ofthe- 
•essions'  fees. 


CLERK-OF-THE-SESSIONS     FEES. 

Entring  a  complaint  or  indictment,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 

Discharging  a  recognizance,  eightpence. 

Each  warrant  for  criminals,  one  shilling. 

Each  summons  or  subpoena,  for  one  or  more  witnesses,  sixpence,  in 

the  whole. 
Every  recognizance,  includiag  principal  and  sureties,  one  shilling. 
Ent[e]ring  up  judgment,    or  entering  satisfaction   of   judgment,  on 

record,  one  shilling. 
Warrant  for  county  tax,  one  shilling. 
For  minup]ting  the  receipts  of  each  petition,  and  order  thereon,  and 

recording,  eightpence  per  page,   as  before  mentioned  in  this 

act. 
Examining  and  casting  the  grand  jury's  accounts,  yearly,  and  order 

thereon,  to  be  paid  by  the  county  treasurer,  by  order  of  the 

court  of  sessions,  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 
For  examining  all  other  accounts,  sixpence. 
For  copies  of  all  records  or  original  papers,  eightpence  per  page,  as 

befoi-e. 
For  filing  each  paper,  one  penny. 
For  transmitting  to  the  selectmen  of  each  town  in  the  county  a  list 

of  the  names  of  the  persons,  in  such  town,  licenc[s]ed  the  year 

before,  threepence,  to  be  paid  by  each  person  licenc[s]ed,  and 


Fees,  for  regis- 
tering ships  and 
other  vessels. 


Fees,  in  the 
secretary's 
office. 


FEES    FOR    REGISTERING    SHIPS    AND    OTHER   VESSELS. 

For  each  register,  exclusive  of  collector's  fees,  five  shillings. 

FEES    IN    THE    SECRETARY'S    OFFICE. 

For  certificates  under  the  province  seal,  five  shillings,  in  the  whole ; 

two  shillings  thereof  to  the  secretary. 
For  engros[s]ing  the  acts  or  laws  of  the  general  assembly,  six  shillings 

each,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  [k]  revenue. 
Every  commission  for  the  justices  of  each  county,  and  commission  of 

oyer  and  terminer,  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  to  be  paid  out 

of  the  public[k]  levcmie. 
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Every  commission  uuder  the  great  seal,  for  places  of  profit,  six  shil- 
lingsi  and  eightpence,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  commissionated. 

Every  order  of  the  general  court  to  the  benefit  of  particular  persons, 
six  shillings  and  eightpence. 

Every  writ  for  electing  of  representatives  to  serve  in  the  general 
court,  directed  to  the  sheriff  uuder  the  province  seal,  five  shil- 
lings, to  be  paid  out  of  the  public[k]  revtaue. 

For  transcribing  the  acts  or  laws  passed  by  the  general  assembly,  into 
a  book,  eightpence  per  page,  —  each  page  to  contain  twenty-eight 
lines,  eight  words  in  a  line,  and  so  proportionably,  —  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  public[k]  revenue. 

Every  commission  for  military  officers,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lic[k]  treasury,  two  shillings. 


stable's  fees. 


SHERIFF  S  OR  CONSTABLE  S  FEES. 

For  the  service  of  an  original  summons,  or  scire  facias,  on  one  defend-  ShenfTs  or  cod 
ant,  for  trial,  either  by  reading  the  same,  or  by  copy,  one  shil- 
ling and  fourpence  :  if  served  on  more  than  one  defendant, 
then  for  each  other  defendant  so  served,  one  shilling  and  four- 
pence. 

For  service  of  a  capias,  or  attachment,  on  one  defendant,  with  or  with- 
out a  summons,  one  shilling  and  fourpence  :  if  served  in  like 
manner  on  more  than  one  defendant,  then  for  each  other  so 
served,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 

For  a  bail  bond,  including  principal  and  sureties,  to  be  paid  by  the 
person  or  persons  admitted  to  bail,  one  shilling. 

For  serving  a  habere  facias  possessionem,  exclusive  of  the  poundage 
on  the  costs  of  court,  six  shillings  ;  if  on  more  than  one  piece 
of  land,  four  shillings  and  sixpence  each. 

For  the  costs  on  an  habere  facias,  the  same  poundage  as  in  personal 
actions. 

For  serving  a  warrant,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 

For  the  sheriff's  aid  in  criminal  cases,  to  each  person,  four  shillings  a 
day  ;  and  ten  miles  to  be  reck[o]ned  a  day,  and  so,  in  propor- 
tion, for  a  less  time. 

For  summoning  of  witnesses  in  criminal  cases,  for  each  witness,  six- 
pence, and  travel  as  in  civil  causes. 

For  levying  executions  in  personal  actions  ;  \\z^^'^.,  for  the  first  twenty 
pounds,  or  under,  ninepence  per  pound  ;  above  that,  not  exceed- 
ing forty  pounds,  fourpence  per  pound ;  above  that,  not  ex- 
ce[e]ding  one  hundred  pounds,  twopence  per  pound;  for  all 
above  one  hundred  pounds,  one  penny  per  pound. 

For  travel,  for  the  service  of  each  execution  or  mean  process  or  war- 
rant, to  him  directed,  twopence  per  mile  ;  the  travel  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  place  of  service  to  the  court  where  the  writ  or 
execution  shall  be  returned,  by  the  way  that  is  most  commonly 
used  ;  but  one  travel  to  be  allowed  to  one  writ  or  execution : 
and  if  the  same  be  served  on  more  persons  than  one,  the  travel 
to  be  computed  from  that  place  of  service  that  is  the  remotest 
from  the  place  of  return,  with  all  further  necessary  travel  in 
serving  such  writ  or  execution  on  the  others  :  the  travelling 
fees  and  fees  of  service  to  be  endorsed,  by  the  sheriff  or  his 
deputy,  on  each  mean  process,  or  execution,  otherwise  not  to 
be  allowed. 

For  serving  an  execution,  upon  a  judgment  of  court,  for  partition  of 
real  estates,  to  the  sheri-ff,  five  shillings  per  day  ;  and  for  travel 
and  expence,  threepence  per  mile  out  from  the  place  of   his 
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abode  :  and  to  each  juror,  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  day ; 
and  for  travel  and  expence,  threepence  per  mile. 
Every  trial,  eightpence. 
Every  default,  fourpence. 

For  making  out  every  precept  for  the  choice  of  representatives,  send- 
ing the  same  to  the  several  towns,  and  returning  it  to  the  sec- 
retary's office,  one  shilling  and  fourpence  ;  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
county  treasuries,  respectively. 
To  the  officer  attending  the  grand  jury,  each  day,  two  shillings. 
To  the  officer  attending  the  jury  for  trial,  one  shilling  every  cause. 
For  dispersing  venires  from  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  and  the 
province  treasurer's  warrant,  and  proclamations  of  all  kinds, 
fourpence  each. 
[Sect.  3,]     For  the  encouragement  unto  the  sheriff  to  take  and  use 
all  possible  care  and  diligence  for  the  safe  keeping  the  prisoners  that 
shall  be  committed  to  his  custody,  he  shall  have  such  salary  allowed 
him  for  the  same,  as  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  within  the  same  county  shall  think  fit  to  order;  not  exceeding 
ten  pounds  per  annum  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  not  exceeding 
five  pounds  per  annum,  apiece,  for  the  couut[y][z<3]s  of  Essex  and 
Middlesex,  and  not  exceeding  three   pounds   per  annum,  apiece,  in 
each  of  the  other  counties  within  the  province  :  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  such  county. 

For  appraizing  of   real   estates  taken  by  execution,  four  ahillings 
per  day  to  each  appraizer,  and  so  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time. 

cryer's  fees. 
Crier's  fees.       Calling  a  jury,  fourpencc. 

A  default  or  nonsuit,  eightpence. 
A  judgment  affirmed  on  complaint,  eightpence. 
A  verdict,  eightpence. 

Said  fees  to  be  paid  to  the  clerks  of  the  respective  courts,  for  the  use 
of  the  cryers. 

goaler's  fees. 
jaiier'8  fees.     For  turning  the  key  on  each  prisoner   committed,  three  shillings  ; 
vizi^'^.,  one  shilling  and  sixpence  in,  and  one  shilling  and  six- 
pence out. 
For  dieting  each  person,  for  a  week,  four  shillings. 


To  the  captain 
of  Castle  Wil- 
liam. 


TO  THE   CAPTAIN   OF    CASTLE   WILLIAM. 

For  a  pass  to  the  castle  for  each  vessel,  two  shillings,  in  the  whole : 
wood-sloops  and  other  coasting-vessels,  for  which  passes  have 
not  been  usually  required,  excepted. 


Messenger  of 
the  house  of 
representatives' 
fees. 


Grand  jaror«» 
fees. 


MESSENGER    OP    THE  HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

For  serving  every  warrant  from  the  house  of  representatives,  which 
they  may  grant  for  arresting,  imprisoning,  or  taking  into  cus- 
tody any  person,  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 

For  travel,  each  mile  out,  twopence. 

For  keeping  and  providing  food  for  such  person,  each  day,  one  shil- 
ling and  sixpence. 

For  his  discharge  or  dismission,  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 

GRAND    jurors'    FEES. 

Foreman,  per  day,  three  shillings. 

Each  other  juror,  two  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  and  for  each  mile's  travel, 
out  and  home,  twopence  per  mile  :  but  one  travel  at  etuch  court. 
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JURORS  FOR  TRIAL,  THEIR  FEES.   • 

To  every  foreman,  ia  every  cause  at  the  superior  and  inferior  courts,  Jurors  for  trial, 
or  sessions,  three  shilling  and  sixpence.  their  fees. 

To  every  other  juror,  three  shillings,  —  their  allowance  for  travel  to 
be  the  same  as  [to]  [the']  grand  jurymen,  and  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  county  treasury  :  no  juror  to  be  allowed  for  travel,  but  such 
as  actually  serve  upon  the  jury. 

FOR   MARRIAGES. 

For  each  marriage,  to  the  minister  or  justice  officiating,  four  shillings.    For  marriages. 
For  recording  it :  to  the  town  clerk,  to  be  paid  by  the  minister  or 

justice,  fourpence ;     and    to    the  clerk  of  the  sessions,  to  be 

paid  by  the  town  clerk,  twopence. 
To  the  town  clerk,  for  every  publishment  of  the  banns  of  matrimony, 

and  ent[e]ring  thereof,  one  shilling. 
Every  certificate  of  such. publishment,  sixpence. 
Recording  births  and  deaths,  each,  twopence. 
For  tlie  certificate  of  the  birth  or  death  of  any  person,  threepence. 

COUNTY    register's    FEES. 

For   entering*   or   recording    or   copying    any   deed,    conveyance    or  county  regis, 
mortgage,  for  each  page  as  it  shall   contain,  eightpence   per  ter'sfeea. 
page,  accounting  after  the  raie  of  twenty-eight  lines,  of  eight 
words  in  a  line,  to  each  page  ;  and  proportionably  for  so  much 
more  as  shall  be  under  a  page  ;  and  threepence  for  his  attesta- 
tion on  the  original,  of  the  time,  book  and  folio  where  it  is 
recorded :  the  fees  to  be  paid  at  the  offering  the  instrument ;  — 
and  for  the  discharge  of  a  mortgage,  eightpence. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  demand  or  take 
any  greater  fee  or  fees,  for  any  of  the  services  aforesaid,  than  are 
by  this  law  provided,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  person  or 
persons  injured,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for  every  offence,  to  be  recovered 
in  any  court  proper  to  hear  and  determine  the  same. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]      That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions  in  the  superior  court  Costs  to  be 
of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  and  in  the  crhninTi  prose- 
courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  when  the  party  or  parties  l'^^l°J"''^^^^°'^ 
prosecuted  shall  be  ordered  to  go  without  day,  or  when,  being  convict, 
shall  not  have  sufficient  goods  or  estate  to  pay  costs  of  prosecution,  in 
every  such  case  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  court  before  whom 
such  acquit[t]al  or  conviction  shall  be,  to  tax   such   costs   for   court 
charges  as  the  case  shall  appear  to  require,  not  exceeding  the  fees  or 
costs  stated  by  this  act ;  and  such  costs  so  taxed  by  the  courts  of 
general  sessions   of   the  peace,  shall  be   paid  out  of  the  respective 
county  treasuries  ;  and  such  costs  so  taxed  by  the  superior  court  of 
judicature,  court  of    assize  and  general  goal  delivery  shall  be  paid 
by  the  sheriffs  of  the  respective  counties,  out  of  such  fines  and  for- 
feitures as  may  have  arisen  and  been  incurred  by  force  of  any  judg-  Allowance  to  be 
ment  or  sentence  of  such  court ;  and  allowance  shall  be  made  by  the  ^erfff,"  *^^ 
province  treasurer  to  the  several  sheriffs  for  any  sums  paid  as  afore- 
said :  and  when  and  so  often  as  it  shall  happen  that  any  sheriff  shall 
not  have  in  his  hands  any  monies  received  for  fines  and  forfeitures  as 
aforesaid,  such  costs  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  province  treasury. 

[Sect.  6.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  Limitation, 
of  November,  [1775]  [one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-Jive'], 
and  no  longer.  [^Passed  February  26  ;  published  March  6,  1773. 
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CHAPTER    43. 


I 


AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  A    SUM    NOT    EXCEEDING 
TWO  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  POUNDS. 


Preamble. 


Treasury  snp 
plied  with 
£2,800. 


How  appropri 

ated- 


Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  further  provision  should  be  made  for 
the  support  of  government,  and  to  enable  the  treasure [r]  to  discharge 
the  draughts  that  are  already  and  may  be  drawn  on  him  to  May 
next,  — 

Be  it  e,nactecl  hy  the  Governor,  Coimcil  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, directed  and  impowered  to 
apply  the  sum  of  two  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds,  out  of  such 
monies  as  he  hath  now,  or  may  hereafter  have,  in  the  treasury,  not  ap- 
propriated for  any  other  purpose,  for  the  discharge  of  such  orders  as 
shall  be  drawn  on  him  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  council ;  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  following  appropriations  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  sum  of 
four  hundi'ed  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  grants  made  or 
to  be  made  by  this  court ;  and  the  further  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  discharge  of  debts  owing  from  this 
province  to  persons  who  have  served  and  shall  serve  them,  by  order  of 
this  court,  in  such  matters  and  things  where  there  is  no  establishment 
nor  any  certain  sum  assigned  for  that  purpose,  and  for  writing,  print- 
ing and  paper  for  this  court,  and  such  repairs  of  the  public  buildings 
belonging  to  the  province,  as  shall  be  made  by  order  of  the  general 
assembly ;  and  the  further  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds,  part  of  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  two  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  applied 
for  the  payment  of  his  majesty's  council,  and  house  of  representa- 
tives [se*]rving  in  the  great  and  general  court  and  the  further  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  being  the  remainder  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  commissary's 
disbursements.     [Passed  February  27  ;  published  March  6,  1773. 


CHAPTER    44. 

AN  ACT  TO  REGULATE  THE  SALE  OF  GOODS  AT  PUBLIC  VENDUE,  AND 
TO  LIMIT  THE  NUMBER  OF  AUCTIONEERS. 


Dieallowed  by 
the  I'rivy 
Council,  April 
13,  1774. 
Preamble. 


Anctloneers  to 
be  licensed  by 
the  aelectmoii : 


Whereas  the  number  of  auctioneers  or  vendue-masters  has  greatly 
increased  in  the  town  of  Boston,  and  other  principal  towns  in  this 
province,  and  great  inconveniencies,  losses  and  damages  have  arisen 
to  the  public  for  want  of  suitable  persons  licenced,  under  proper 
restrictions,  to  sell  goods  at  vendue  ;  and  as  the  selling  them  in  the 
evening  has  a  great  tendency  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  youth,  and 
affords  opportunities  for  many  frauds,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]     That  no  person  or  persons,  from  and  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  March  next,  unless  they  be  licensed  by  the  selectmen,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  of  the  town  to  which  they  belong,  shall  sell, 
at  public  vendue,    auction,  or   outcry,    any   goods,    chatties,    wares, 

*  Parchment  mutilated. 
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merchandizes  or  effects  whatsoever  upon  the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds ; 

and  that  the  selectmen,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  at  a  meeting  called 

for  that  purpose,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  impowered,  from  time  to 

time,  by  writing  under  their  hands,  to  license  some  suitable  person  or  —their number. 

persons  for  that  purpose,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  four  in  any 

town  within  this  province,  nor  for  any  term  of  time  exceeding  one 

year  from  the  day  of  granting  such  license. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  no  person  thus  licensed  shall  receive  goods  for  Penalty  for  re. 
sale  of  any  servant  or  minor,  neither  shall  he  be  allowed  to  vend  any  servaTts^o?''*  °' 
of  his   goods  by  public  auction,  but  from  sun-rising  to  sun-setting,  minors,  or  seii- 
upon   the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  for  each  offence;  and  that  every  thfs'act.'^"'^^ '° 
person  thus  licensed  shall  keep  a  fair  and  particular  account  of  all 
the  goods  sold,  by  whom  said  goods  shall  be  brought  to  him,  and  of 
the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  said  goods  shall  be  sold,  subjected 
to  the  inspection  of  the  selectmen,  or  either  of  them,  so  often  as  they 
shall  require  it,  without  any  fee  or  rewaixl  therefor,  upon  the  penalty 
of  fifty  pounds. 

Provided,  — 

[Sect.  3.]     Nothing   in  this  act  shall  extend  or  be  construed   to  Shenflfsand 
extend  to  hinder  sjieriffs,  deputy  sheriffs,  constables,  coroners,  or  any  poanf^gooda' 
officer  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  executors  or  administrators,  or  any  byaucuon.in 
other  person  who  already  is  or  may  hereafter  be  specially  authorised 
or  required,  by  any  act  or  order  of  the  general  court  of  this  province, 
to  sell  goods  or  chatties,  by  vendue,  or  to  hinder  any  person  from 
selling,  by  vendue,  his  houshold  furniture,  husbandry-utensils,  cattle, 
live-stock,  the  produce  of  his  farm,  or  his  own  manufactures.. 

Provided,  also, — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  no  license   granted   by   any   selectmen    for.  the  License  to  be 
purpose   aforesaid,  shall  be  of  any  effect  to  exempt  or  excuse  any  twc'ivtfmontha. 
person  from  the  penalty  of  this  act,  for  selling  at  vendue  without 
license,  unless  such  license  shall  have  been  made  and  granted  within 
one  year  next  preceediug  such  sale. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  every  selectman  who  shall  sign  or  consent  to  the  Penalty  on  se- 
granting  any  such  licence  for  the  sale  of  goods  or  chatties,  at  vendue,  iho™d"exceed^ 
in  any  town,  when,  at  the  time  of  signing  and  granting  such  license,  their  power, 
there  shall  be  the  full  number  of  such  licensed  persons,  residing  in 
such  town,  whose  license  shall  then  be  in  force,  or  that  shall  sign  or 
consent  to  the  granting  any  such  license  for  any  greater  or  longer 
time   than  the  time  prescribed  by  this  act,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  ten  pounds  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  G.]     That  all  fines,  forfeitures  or  penalties   mentioned   in  Penalty  how  to 
this  act,  may  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  court  of  record  ^^  '■''covered, 
proper  to  try  the  same  ;  the  said  fines  or  forfeitures,  to  be  to  the  use 
of  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

[Sect.  7.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  Limitation. 
two  years,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  February  27;*  published  March 
6,  1773. 

•'  My  Lords,  In  pursuance  of  Your  Lordships  Order  of  the  19">  of  May  1773  we  have 
taken  into  onr  consideraf'ion  an  Act  passed  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
February  1773  intitled 

'  An  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Goods  at  public  vendue  and  to  limit  the  number  of 
Auctioneers.' 

We  have  also  consulted  M'  Jackson  one  of  His  Majesty's  Counsel  at  Law  upon  the 

*  Signed  March  6,  according  to  the  record. 
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said  Act  who  has  reported  to  us  that  he  Is  of  opinion  the  sarac  is  expedient  in  all  parts 
except  that  it  places  the  power  of  licensing  in  the  Selectmen  when  it  is  more  fit  that  such 
power  should  be  entrusted  to  His  Majesty's  Governor  by  whom  it  is  more  likely  to  be 
impartially  executed. 

This  objection  in  which  we  concur  with  M""  Jackson  does  appear  to  us  of  so  much 
weight  a^'ainst  the  Act  in  question  that  however  expedient  it  may  be  in  other  par- 
ticulars We  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  advisable  for  Your  Lordships  to  recommend  to 
His  Majesty  to  signify  His  Majesty's  Royal  disallowance  of  this  Act."  —  Lords  of  Trade 
to  Lords  of  the  Council,  Mar.  3,  1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  86,  p.  323. 


CHAPTER    45. 

AN   ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE    DESTRUCTION  OF    SALMON    AND    OTHER 
FISH  IN  MERRIMACK  RIVER,  WITHIN  THIS  PROVINCE. 


Preamble. 


Penalty : 


—  ho^y  to  be  vo- 
covered  and 
applied. 
Limitation. 


Whereas  the  salmon  and  other  fish  taken  in  Merrimack  River,  within 
this  province,  have  been  of  great  service  to  the  inhabitants,  and  still  will 
be  so  if  due  care  is  taken  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  destruction 
thereof  ;  and  wJiereas,  some  persons  have,  of  late,  enlarged  their  seines 
to  such  an  extraordinary  length  as  have  greatly  obstructed  the 
passage  of  said  fish,  by  using  such  seines  so  as  to  extend  quite  across 
said  river,  which  if  not  prevented  will  tend  to  destroy  the  valuable 
fishery  in  said  river,  — 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives., 

[Sect.  1.]  That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  and  so  during  the  continuance  of  this  act, 
be  allowed  to  catch  salmon,  or  other  fish,  with  seines  or  nets  more  than 
sixteen  rods  in  length,  in  said  river ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  presume  to  catch  fish  with  seines  or  nets  of  any  greater  length,  he 
or  they  shall,  for  each  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  forty  shillings, 
to  be  recovered  by  action  before  any  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  where  such  offence  shall  be  committed ;  one 
moiety  whereof  shall  be  for  him  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
and  the  other  moiety  shall  be  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town 
where  such  offence  shall  be  committed. 

[Sect.  2.]  This  act  to  be  in  force  two  years  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  and  no  longer.  {Passed  and  published  March 
6,  1773. 


CHAPTEE    46. 

AN  ACT  TO  IMPOWER  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  ROCHESTER, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  PLIMOUTH,  TO  REGULATE  THE  TAKING  OF  FISH 
WITHIN  THE  HARBOURS  AND  COVES  OF  SAID  TOWNSHIP. 


Disallowed  by 
the  Privy 
Council,  June  1, 
1774. 

Preamble. 


Inhabitants,  c 
powered  to 
regulate  tba 


AVhereas  there  are  sundry  harbours  and  coves  within  the  town  of 
Rochester  which  have  numbers  of  various  kind  of  fish,  but,  by  the 
drawing  of  seines  under  no  regulation,  the  fish  have  been  greatly 
diminished  therein,  to  the  damage  of  said  inhabitants,  and  injury  of 
the  poor,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  are  hereby  fully  im- 
powered,  at  a  meeting  or  meetings  to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  to 
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regulate,  order  and  direct  the  taking  of  fish,  by  sein[e]ing,  in  any  of  fishery  in  the 
the  harbours  or  coves  within  the  limits  of  said  township,  in  such  man-  Jo^n  of  Roches, 
nerxis  to  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  seem  meet. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  during  the  continuance  Penalty, 
of  this  act,  shall  take  any  fish  by  seine  or  seines,  within  any  harbour 
or  cove  within  said  township,  in  any  other  way  or  manner  than  shall  be 
allowed  and  approved  by  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  at  a  meeting 
for  that  purpose  legally  called,  such  person  or  persons  so  offending 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  pounds  for  each  offence,  to  be  re- 
covered, with  cost  of  prosecution,  in  any  court  of  record  proper  to  try 
the  same ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said 
town,  the  other  to  him  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  3.]     That  any  person  or  persons  within  this  province,  being  Proviso, 
an  inhabitant  thereof,  shall  be  at  full  liberty  to  fish  in  any  of  the  har- 
bours and  coves  within  said  town, —  they  submitting  co  the  like  rules 
and  regulations  which  said  town  may  be  subject  to  by  virtue  of  this 
act, —  anything  to  the  contrary  aforementioned  notwithstanding. 

[Sect.  4.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  Limitation, 
three  years  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  no  longer.     \_Passed  and  published 
March  6,  1773. 

"  M'  Jackson  has  reported  to  us  no  objection  thereto  save  only  in  the  Instance  of  the 
Law  last  mentioned  viz :  for  regulating  the  taking  of  Fish  within  the  harbour  and  cove  of 
the  Township  of  Rochester,  upon  which  he  observes  that  he  conceives  this  Act  to  be 
inconsistent  with  that  part  of  the  Charter  of  this  Province  which  provides  that  no  Subject 
of  England  shall  be  debarred  from  fishing  on  the  Sea  coasts,  Creeks  or  Salt  water  Rivers. 
In  this  Objection  we  concur  with  M'  Jackson  and  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  will  be 
advisable  for  your  Lordships  to  recommend  to  His  Majesty  to  signify  His  Majesty's 
Royal  Disallowance  of  this  last  mentioned  Act."  —  Representation  of  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
Mar.  31, 1774:  "Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  84. 


CHAPTER   47. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING 
UNTO  HIS  MAJESTY  SEVERAL  RATES  AND  DUTIES  OF  IMPOST  AND 
TONNAGE  OF  SHIPPING." 

Whereas  the  act,  intitled  "An  Act  for  granting  unto  his  majesty  sev-  Preamble, 
eral  rates  and  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage  of  shipping,"  made  in  the  i"o-"'  <=*>»?•  ^ 
eleventh  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  is  near  expiring,  and 
having  been  found  useful  and  beneficial,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

That  the  act  aforesaid  be  continued,  with  all  and  every  article.  Continuation, 
clause,  matter,  and  thing  therein  contained,  and  shall  be  in  force  untill 
the  tenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand   seven  hundred  and  seventy-four, 
and  no  longer.     [Passed  and  published  March  6,  1773. 
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CHAPTER    48. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  THE  ALEWIVE  FISHERY  IN  THE  TOWN  OF 
HALIFAX,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  PLIMOUTH. 


Inhabitants  era- 
powered  to 
hirm  the  privi- 
ligu  of  taking 
HkIi  in  Halifax. 
133  Mass.,  69. 


Purchaser  to 
fjive  security 
for  the  use  anJ 
benefit  of  said 
town. 


Penalty  for  tak- 
ing fish, contrary 
to  agreement. 


Penalty  if  they 
should  demand 
more  than  one 
shilling  per 
hundred. 


Penalty  on  any 
other  than  the 
purchaser,  tak- 
ing fish. 


Penalty; 


—  how  disposed 
of. 


Continuation. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  town  of  Halifax,  qualified  l3y  law  to  vote  in  town  meetings, 
and  they  are  hereby  impowered,  annually,  hereafter,  in  the  month  of 
March,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  by  any  committee  chosen 
and  appointed  by  the  major  part  of  such  inhabitants  for  that  purpose, 
to  let  or  farm  out  the  sole  privilege  of  taking  and  disposing  of  the  fish 
called  alewives,  that  come  up  into  said  town. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  person  or  persons  purchasing  the  said  privi- 
l[e]r*']ges  shall  give  sufficient  security  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  town 
of  Halifax,  for  the  time  being,  for  the  payment  of  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  as  the  said  privileges  shall  be  sold  for,  to  be  improved  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  said  privileges 
shall  conform  him-,  or  themselves  to  such  times  and  places,  for  taking 
the  said  fish,  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  inhabitants  or  any 
committee  by  them  chosen  for  that  purpose,  under  the  penalty  of 
forty  shillings  for  each  and  every  day's  offence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  not  ask,  or 
take,  of  any  person  or  persons  applying  to  him  or  them  to  buy  any 
of  the  said  fish,  more  than  one  shilling  per  hundred,  and  so,  in  propor- 
tion, for  a  greater  or  lesser  number  ;  nor  refuse  or  deny  to  supply  any 
person  or  persons  with  the  said  fish,  when  it  shall  be  in  his  or  their 
power  to  supply  them,  they  paying  for  the  same,  under  the  penalty  of 
twenty  shillings  for  each  neglect  or  refusal. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  said  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  of  the  said  privileges,  or  those  employed  by  them, 
shall  presume  to  take  the  said  fish,  or  any  of  them,  in  the  said  town  of 
Halifax,  such  person  or  persons  shall  pay  the  penalty  of  twenty  shil- 
lings, for  each  and  every  offence,  to  the  use  of  the  purchaser  of  the 
said  privilege,  and  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  with  full  costs  of 
suit  therefor,  to  be  brought  by  the  said  purchaser  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  Pl[y]  [^■J mouth.  And  all  the  other  penalties 
and  forfeitures  mentioned  in  this  act  shall  be  recovered  by  an  action 
of  debt,  to  be  brought  therefor  and  recovered,  with  full  costs  of  suit, 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  for  the  said  county  of  Pl[y]  [ijmouth  ; 
one  moiety  thereof  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  sue  for 
the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
town  of  Halifax ;  and  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Hal- 
ifax other  than  the  plaltitiff  himself,  shall  be  admitted  a  witness  in  any 
action  to  be  brought  for  such  penalties. 

[Sect.  G.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of 
five  years  from  the  first  day  of  March  next,  and  [no]  longer.  [Passed 
February  27  ;  published  March  6,  1773. 


[2d  Sess.]  Pkovince  Laws.  — 1772-73.  253 


CHAPTER  49. 

AN  ACT  FOR  IMPOWERING  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENG- 
LAND, IN  THE  TOWN  OF  GREAT  BARRINGTON,  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS, 
LEVY  AND  COLLECT  MONIES  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THEIR  MINIS- 
TER OR  MISSIONARY,  AND  FOR  OTHER  PIOUS  PURPOSES. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  court  by  the  professed  Preamble, 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  the  town  of  Great  Barrington, 
that  there  has  repeatedly  much  difficulty  and  confusion  arisen  in  the 
said  town,  by  reason  of  their  being  connected  with  others  of  a  differ- 
ent persuasion,  in  the  raising,  assessing,  and  collecting  monies  to 
defrey  ministerial  and  other  charges  relating  to  the  public  worship  of 
God  ;  and  they  having  prayed  that  they  may  be  relieved  by  an  act  for 
that  purpose,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  for  the  future,  all  such  persons  who  are  professed  Members  of  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  that  do  or  may  hereafter  reside  in,  i^nd"|lipo^°^" 
or  become  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  who  shall  be  ered'to  raise 
qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs  according  to   law,   be  and  hereby  "o'l-Ttheir  ^°^" 
are  impowered,  at  any   meeting  rcgjilarly  assembled,  to  grant  and '^'"*^'"'' **»• 
raise    such    sum    or  sums   of   money,   as   they,  from   time   to  time, 
shall  judge  necessary,  to  support  their  minister  or  missionary,  who 
shall  officiate  in  said  town,  and  to  finish,  and  (when  there  shall  be  oc- 
casion), to  rebuild  or  repair,  their  church  or  house  for  public  worship  ; 
and  they  are  hereby  further  impowered  to  meet  and  assemble  together 
some  time  in  the  month  of  March,  annually,  for  the  purpose  of  chusiug  —and  at  these 
a  suitable  number  of  persons  to  be  assessors,  to  assess  such  sum  or  to'choo"oasst3-' 
sums  of  money  so  agreed  upon  by  said  professed  members  of  the  ors  and  othor 
Church  of  England,  for  the  several  purposes  aforesaid ;   and  also  a  ° 
clerk,  to  enter  all  votes,  grants  and  orders,  a  treasurer,  and  collector, 
who  are  severally  to  be  governed  in  the  execution  of  their  respective 
offices  .by  the  laws  of  this  province,  already  made,  relating  to  the  duty, 
power  and  qualifications  of  town  officers. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  all   such  professed  members  of   the  Church  of  Members  of  the 
England,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  be  cdfrom'parish'^ 
exempt  from  all  taxes  which  may  be  made,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  ta^^s- 
this  province,  by  the  town  of  Great  Barrington   (or  by  any  parish  or 
precinct  in  the  said  town,  if  there  shall  hereafter  be  more  than  one 
parish  or  precinct  established  therein) ,  for  the  support  of  the  public 
worship,  settlement  of  any  minister,  or  building  or  re])airing  any  meet- 
ing-house for  such  public  worship,  and  shall  be  utterly  debarred  from 
voting  in  any  matters  which  relate  to  such  public  worship,  ministers 
or  meeting-houses,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

And  forasmuch  as  there  may  some  difficulty  arise    in  determining 
who  are  members  of  the  Church  of  England  in  said  town,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  no  person  shall  be  deemed  or  considered  as  a  Members  of  the 
member  of  the  Church  of  England,  so  as  to  be  exempt  from  taxes  as  be^as'ieVt^k'ired! 
aforesaid,  unless  the  minister  or  missionary  of  said  church  within  the 
said  town,  and  the  church  wardens,  shall  certify  to  the  town  clerk,  or 
treasurer  of  said  town,  some  time  in  the  month  of  October,  annually, 
that  such  person  or  x^ersons  are  professed  mcml)ers  of  the  Church  of 
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England,  and  usually  and  frequently  attend  the  public  worship  of  God 
with  them  on  the  Lord's  Day. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
David  ingersoii,      [Sect.  4.]     That  David  Ingersol,  jun'r^  Esqi^'^,  be  and  hereby  is 
«cd'to  i^3u7hi8  impowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  one  of  the  principal 
warrant  for  call-  profcssed  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  said  Great  Barring- 
inga meeting.     ^^^^  requiring  him  to  warn  and  give  notice  to  all  the  professed  mem- 
bers of  said  church  within  the  said  town,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  to 
meet,  at  some  convenient  time  and  place,  for  the  purpose  of  chusing  a 
clerk,  treasurer,  assessors  and  collector  as  aforesaid,  and  to  agree 
upon  some  method  for  calling  futui'e  meetings ;  who  are  hereby  im- 
powered at  that  time  to  regulate  the  same  accordingly. 

[Sect.  5.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of 
three  years  from  the  first  day  of  March  next,  and  no  longer. 
\_Passed  February  19  ;  published  March  6,  1773. 


CHAPTER  50. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  AND  IMP0\\:ER  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  NEW  PLAN- 
TATIONS WITHIN  THIS  PROVINCE,  ENJOINED  AND  SUBJECTED  BY 
LAW,  OR  THAT  MAY  HEREAFTER  BE  ENJOINED,  AND  SUBJECTED,  TO 
PAY  PROVINCE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES,  TO  ASSESS,  LEVY  AND  COLLECT 
THE  SAME. 

Preamble.  Whereas  there  are  and  may  be  sundry  new  plantations  within  this 

province,  by  law  enjoined  to  pay  province  and  county  taxes,  not  im- 
powered to  choose  the  proper  officers  to  assess,  levy  and  collect  the 
said  taxes,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rejveseatatives, 

Freeholders  of        [Sect.  1.]     That  the  freeholders  of  every  such  new  plantation  be 

to  me^t''on''tife"*  ^^'^  ^I's  hereby  impowered  and  required  to  assemble  together^  on  the 

third  Monday  in  third  Monday  of  May  next,  at  either  of  the  usual  places  for  holding 

der^ka"id'°'**''^  their  public  meetings,  and,  being  so  assembled,  shall  choose  a  mod- 

assessors.  erator  and  clerk  for  said  meeting ;  which  clerk  shall  be  immediately 

sworn,  truly  to  enter  and  record  all  such  votes  as  shall  be  passed  at 

said  meeting,  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  if  any  be  present,  otherwise 

by  the  moderator  of  said  meeting ;  and  shall  then  proceed  to  choose 

three  assessors,  to  make  a  valuation  of  estates  and  faculties  of  persons 

in   such   plantation   agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  province,  and  to 

assess  such  province  and  county  taxes  as  were  the  last  year,  or  shall 

in  any  future  year,  be  set  on  the  inhabitants  of  such  new  plantation  ; 

as  also  a  collector  to  levy  and  collect  the  same :  which  assessors  and 

collectors  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duty  of  their 

respective  offices,  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  within 

which  such  new  plantation  lies,  if  present,  otherwise  by  the  clerk  of 

said  meeting. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 
To  meet  in  [Sect.  2.]     That  the   inhabitants   of  the   abovesaid   plantations, 

!fn'dch'uo"e"''"^'  qufilified   as  by  law    required  of  voters  in  town  affairs,  are  hereby 
officers  for  pur.   impowercd  and  enjoined,  some  time  in  the  month  of  March,  annually,  to 
STe^iuidnc'^d!'*       assemble  together  (upon  due  notice  given  by  the  collector  or  collectors, 
then  in  office,  pursuant  to  warrant  under  the  hands  of  the  assessors 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  who  shall  have  been  last  chosen,  and  who 
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are  hereby  impowered  aucl  required  to  issue  such  warrant),  at  such 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  by  said  assessors  appointed ;  and  shall 
then  and  there  choose  a  clerk  for  said  meeting,  who  shall  be  sworn 
in  manner  as  is  before  prescribed  for  swearing  the  clerk  of  the  first 
meeting,  and  three  assessors,  and  one  or  more  collectors  to  assess  and 
levy  such  province  and  county  tax,  on  said  inhabitants,  as  they  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  enjoined  by  law  to  pay  ;  and  said  assessors  and 
collectors,  as  well  those  that  shall  be  chosen  on  the  said  third  Monday 
of  May  next,  as  those  who  shall  by  virtue  of  this  act  be  hereafter, 
annually,  chosen  in  said  new  plantations,  shall  be  liable  to  all  such 
penalties  (in  case  they  or  any  of  them  shall  refuse  to  be  sworn  and  Penalty  in  case 
serve  in  said  offices,  or  in  case  of  any  default  therein),  as  the  assessors  neglect^'  ^"^ 
for  province  and  county  taxes,  for  towns,  are,  by  law,  liable  or  may  be 
subjected  to  ;  and  said  assessors  are  hereby  impowered  and  required 
to  make  out  such  warrants,  mutatis  mutandis,  as  assessors  of  county 
taxes  for  towns  are  by  law  im^^jowered  to  make  out,  and  to  direct 
the  same  to  said  collector  or  collectors ;  and  the  said  collector  or' 
collectors  are  hereby  impowered  to  levy,  collect  and  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  all  the  aforesaid  taxes  in  all  such  ways  and  by  all  such 
means  as  constables  and  collectors  of  province  and  county  taxes  are 
by  law  impowered  to  do  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  within  this 
province. 

[Sect.  3.]     And  the  clerk  at  said  annual  meetings  shall,  immedi-  The  clerk  cm. 
ately,    on  the  elections   of  said  assessors   and  collectors,  make  and  gw^aT'other 
give  out  to  the  collector  or  collectors  for  the  then  last  preceeding  year,  officers,  in  the 
a  list  of  the  names  of  those  persons  who  shall  be   chosen  assessors  justice  of  the 
and  collectors  at  said  meeting,  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  collector  p'^"'"^- 
or  collectors  shall,  forthwith,  thereupon  summon  each  of  said  assess- 
ors,   and  collector,  for  the  then  ensuing  year,  to  appear  at  a  certain 
time  and  place,  within  the  space  of   seven   days   from  the   time  of 
their  election,  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  if  any  dwell  in  such  new 
plantation,  or  otherwise  before  the  clerk  chosen  at  said  meeting,  to 
take   the  oath,  mutatis  mutandis,  which  assessors  and  collectors  of 
public  taxes  for  towns  are  by  law  enjoined  to  take  ;  which  oath  said 
clerk,  in  such  case,  is  hereby  impowered  to  administer. 

And  to  the  intent  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  new  plantations  may 
have  due  notice  and  warning  given  them  of  the  meeting,  which  they 
are  before  in  this  act  impowered  and  required  to  hold  on  the  third 
Monday  of  May  next,  and  of  the  ends  and  purposes  thereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  each  clerk  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  cierkof  the 
peace,  for  the  several  counties  within  this  province,  wherein  any  of  ^fX^'peacMS' 
the  aforesaid  new  plantations  lye,  shall  in  some  convenient  time  be-  give  seasonable 
fore    the    said  third    Monday  of   May  next,  make  and  cause    to  be  ume  of  meeting 
delivered  a  warrant,  under  his  hand,  directed  to  some  principal  iuhabi-  ^^^^^^^'^f  ^"'*'"*'** 
tant,  in  each  of  said  new  plantations,  within  their  respective  counties, 
therein   expressing  the  time,   place   and   purposes  for   holding  said 
meetings,  and  requiring  such   inhabitant  to  notify  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  new  plantations,  qualified  as  in  this  act  is  provided,  of 
said  meetings,  and  the  time,  place  and  purposes  thereof,  three  days 
at  least  before   the  time  set  in  this  act   for  holding  the  same  ;  which 
warrant  the  inhabitant  to  whom  said  warrant  shall   be   directed   is  penalty  on  the 
hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  execute,  and  of  the  same  to  make  |"ci'Jngt"''ej|f 
due  return,  under  his  hand,  into  the  said  meeting,  under  the  penalty  of  cute  the  war- 
twenty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  presentment  of  a  grand  jury,  or  '"'*"'•■ 
action  of  debt  before  any  court  of  record  within  the  county,  proper 
to  try  the  same,    wherein   said    inhabitant    making   default   in  the 
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—  how  disposed 
of. 


How  inhabitant* 
of  new  planta- 
tions are  to  raise 
taxes  that  may 
be  ordered  by 
the  general 
court,  to  be  paid 
by  them. 


Penalty  for  neg- 
lect. 


Clerk's  fee. 


Continuation. 


premises  shall  dwell ;  said  twenty  pounds,  if  recovered  by  present- 
ment of  the  grand  jury,  shall  be  disposed  of,  the  one  half  to  his 
majesty  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  this  province,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  county  wherein  the  same  shall  have 
been  recovered ;  or,  if  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  it  shall  then  be 
disposed  of,  the  one  half  to  his  majesty  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  province,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  him  or 
them  that  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

And  ivhereas,  there  are  many  inhabitants  in  divers   places    within 
this  province  that  are  not  now  subject  to  the  payment  of  any  taxes,  but 
in  future  may  be, — 
Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  whensoever  they,  or^any  of  them,  or  any  other 
plantation,  shall  be  doomed  or  ordered  by*  the  great  and  general  court, 
to  pay  any  province  tax,  the  receiver-general,  upon  his  issuing  his 
warrant  for  said  sum  or  sums  at  which  each  respective  place  shall  be 
set  at,  shall,  and  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to,  inscribe  the 
same  to  the  clerk  of  the  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  such  county 
where  such  inhabitants  dwell,  and  the  said  clerk  is  hereby  required 
and  enjoined,  upon  receipt  thereof,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  issue  his 
warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  in  such  places,  in  suish  manner 
as  is  in  this  act  already  provided,  and  at  the  same  time  transmit  the 
warrant  of  the  receiver-general  to  such  person  as  he  shall  direct  his 
own  warrant ;  and  the  clerk  of  any  county  refusing  or  neglecting  his 
duty  as  enjoined  him  by  this  act,  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  forty 
shillings  for  every  neglect,  to  be  recovered  and  disposed  of  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  already  provided  in  this  act  for  such  persons  as 
shall  neglect  to  observe  the  warrant  of  the  said  clerk ;  and  the  said 
clerk  shall  be  intitled  to  one  shilliug  and  sixpence  for  every  warrant 
he  shall  issue,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury :  said  one  shilling 
and  sixpence  to  be  added  to  the  county  tax  laid  on  said  place  or 
plantation  the  next  ensuing  year. 

[Sect.  6.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  from  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three, 
the  space  of  ten  years,  and  no  longer.  [^Passed  and  published  March, 
6,  1773. 


CHAPTER   51. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  TflE  DESTRUCTION  OF  ALEWIVES  AND  OTHER 
FISH  IN  IPSWICH  RIVER,  AND  TO  ENCOURAGE  THE  INCREASE  OF 
THE  SAME. 


Preamble. 


Whereas,  heretofore,  great  variety  of  fish,  particularly  shad  and 
alewives,  used  to  pass  up  Ipswich  River,  so  called,  to  cast  their  spawn 
in  the  natural  ponds  emptying  into  the  same  ;  but  for  a  long  time,  ex- 
cepting a  few  years  past,  the  passage  of  the  said  fish  up  the  said 
river,  by  mill-dams  across  the  river  and  its  branches,  has  been  almost 
totally  obstructed,  to  the  great  damage  and  distress  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, especially  the  poor,  of  divers  towns  in  the  county  of  Essex 
and  Middlesex,  through  which  the  said  river  and  its  branches  run,  as  well 
as  to  the  prejudice  of  the  cod-fishery  on  the  coasts  of  the  province  ; 
and  lohereas  the  laws  now  in  force  relating  to  opening  and  keeping 
open  passages  for  fish  in  rivers  and  streams,  within  this  province,  are, 
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by  experience,  found  to  be  ineffectual  for  opening  a  suflScient  passage 
for  the  said  fish,  up  the  river  aforesaid,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Governor,  Council  and  Souse  of  Mep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  owner  or  owners,  occupier  or  occupiers,  of  Passage  for  fish 
the  dam   across  Ipswich  River,  commonly  called  Warner's  mill-dam,  kepropen  for°a 
and   also   the    owner  or   owners,  occupier  or  occupiers  of  tlie  dam  of  S^'**'"  t,'n>e,  in 
Farley's  Mill[s],  so  called,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required,  hence-  Farley's  mm. 
forward,  at  their  own  cost  and  charge,  in  proportion  to  their  several  ^^'^• 
interests,  to  make  and  keep  open  a  passage  for  the  fish,  through  their 
respective  dams,  from  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  to  the  thirteenth 
day  of  June,  annually ;  and  that  the  said  passage  be  made  within  four 
feet  of  the  northerly  end  of  each  of  said  dams,  five  feet  wide,  to  ex- 
tend from  the  under  side  of  the  cap-piece,  which  cap-piece  shall  be 
level  with  said  dam,  and  as  low  as  the  upper  side  of  the  mud-sills  of 
the  same  ;  and  that,  during  the  said  time,  the  bottom  of  the  said  pas- 
sage be  covered  with  flat  stones  or  gravel  in  such  manner  as  that  the 
bottom  be  not  raised  higher  than  the  sills  ;  and  that  nothing  shall  be 
kept,  put  or  placed  on  the  upper  side  of  either  of  said  dams,  nor  any- 
thing put  or  placed  below  either  of  them,  within  six  feet  of  the  sluice- 
way, on  the  southerly  side  of  them,  except  a  brace  on  the  southerly 
side  of  each  of  said  sluice-ways,  to  guard  the  said  cap-pieces. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  owner  or  owners,  occupier  or  occupiers  of  Passage  to  be 
the  floom  at  Isaac  Dodge's  Mills,  so  called,  in  said  town,  be,  and  they  ^hfproprie^tors 
are  hereby,  required,  henceforward,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  annually,  of  the  flume  at 
to  keep  open  a  passage,  the  wedth  of  his  waste-gate,  thro'  the  said  mm^inthe^samf 
floom,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  proprietors  of  Warner's  and  Farley's  ^^'^aruer's*  **' 
Mills  hereinbefore  required  and  enjoined,  where  the  waste-gate  now 
is,  on  penalty  that  the  owner  or   owners,  occupier  or  occupiers,  of 
either  of  the  aforesaid  mills,  neglecting  to  observe  the  directions  of 
this  act  in  any  of  the  instances  before  mentioned,  shall,  for  every  such 
offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  of  them, 
or  either  of  them,  by  action  of  debt   in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts 
of  record  proper  to  try  the  same,  in  the  county  where  the  offence 
shall  be  committed,  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows;  vizi^'^.,  one  moiety 
to  him  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  the  other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the 
town  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  sluices  or  passages  through,  or  by,  all  other  siuicesor  pas- 
mill-dams  now  erected,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  erected,  upon  the  opln!***  ^  ^^* 
said  river,  or  by  any  stream  or  streams  run[n]ing  from  any  natural 
pond  into  the  same  (provided  the  said  mill-dam  be  below  the  same 
ponds)  shall  be  open,  and  kept  open,  according  as  is  already  directed 
by  the  laws  of  this  province  now  in  force  ;  and  that  the  owner  or 
owners,  occupier, or  occupiers,  of  such  mill-dam  shall  make,  maintain 
and  keep  open  said  sluices  or  passages  at  their  own  cost  and  charge, 
in  tlie  same  manner  as  heretofore  in  this  act  is  provided  with  regard 
to  the  passages  thro'[wgr/i]  Warner's  and  Farley's  mill-dam,  and  under 
the  same  penalty  for  every  neglect,  to  be  recovered  and  disposed  of 
in  the  same  manner. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,'^ 

[Sect.  4.]     That  every  person  who  shall,  after  the  twentieth  day  of  Fish  not  to  be 
April  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun-  neuronpeifauf! 
dred  and  seventy-three,  presume  to  take  any  fish  of  any  kind,  in  said 
river,  or  its  branches,  or  any  of  the  ponds  emptying  themselves  into 
the  same,  with  seines  or  drag-nets  of  any  kind,  shall  forfeit,  for  every 
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[Chap.  52.] 


such  offence,  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  any  of  his 
majesty's  courts  of  record  proper  to  try  the  same ;  one  moiety  to  hiin 
who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  the  other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the  town 
where  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  found  by  experience  that  saw-dust,  float- 
ing in  streams  where  fish  pass,  obstruct [s]  theu-  passage,  — 
Be  it  farther  enacted, 
Saw-miiis  not  to       [Sect.  5.]     That  uoue  of  the  saw-mills   on  the  said  river,  or  any 
the'umeofkeep-  of  the  strcams  run[n]tug  from  natural  ponds  into  the  said  river,  shall 
ing  open  the       \^q  suffered  to  go,  betwecu  the  last  day  of  April  and  the  first  day  of 
B^d*''on  penalty.  Juuc,  anuually,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  for  cutting  any 
wood  or  timber ;  and  every  owner  or  occupier  of  such   mill,  who, 
within  the  term  aforesaid,  shall  use  or  suffer  the  same   to  be  used  or 
employed   for  such  purpose,  as  aforesaid,  shall  incur  the  penalt}''  of 
twenty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner 
as  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  6.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  fifteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  no 
longer.     \_Passed  and  published  March  6,  1773. 


CHAPTEE    52. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND   CONTINUING   SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE 
EXPIRED,  OR  NEAR  EXPIRING. 


Preamble. 
Act  for  over- 
Beers  of  poor 
and  selectmen 
to  take  care  of 
idle  and  disor- 
derly persons. 
1736-37,  chap.  4. 
Act  to  prevent 
unnecessary 
journeying  of 
members  of  the 
general  court. 
1738-39, chap.25. 
Act  relating  to 
common  roads. 
1739-40. chap. 12. 
Acts  referring  to 
the  poor. 
1740-41, chap. 20. 
1741-42,  chap.  4. 
Act  for  regulat- 
ing the  militia. 
1742-43,chap.l6. 
Act  to  prevent 
unnecessary 
lawsuits. 
1742-43,chap.l9. 
Act  regulating 
assize  of  cask 
and  packing 
beef,  S:c.,  for 
sale. 

1742-43,chap.20. 
Act  to  prevent 
gaming  for 
money. 

1742-43,  chap.27. 
130  Mass.,  528. 
Act  to  prevent 
unnecessary 
expense  in  law- 
suits. 

1743-44,  chap.23. 
Act  to  ])revent 
firing  of  guns 
with  shot  in  the 


Whereas  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  expired, 
or  near  expiring,  have  been  found  useful  and  beneficial;  viz'^*^.,  one 
act  made  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  year[s]  of  the  reign  of  his  late  maj- 
esty, King  George  the  Second,  intitled  "An  Act  to  enable  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor  and  selectmen,  to  take  care  of  idle  and  disorderly 
persons  ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled 
"  An  Act  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  journeying  of  the  members  of 
the  general  court ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  same 
reign,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws  of  this  prov- 
ince, relating  to  common  roads  and  private  ways  ;  "  one  act  made  in 
the  fourteenth  3'ear  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  explana- 
tion of,  and  supplement  to,  the  acts  referring  to  the  poor,  &c.  ;  "  one 
act  made  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  in 
addition  to  an  act,  intitled  '  An  Act  for  explanation  of,  and  supple- 
ment to,  an  act  referring  to  the  poor";'  four  acts  made  in  the  six- 
teenth year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  making  more 
effectual  an  act  intitled  '  An  Act  for  regulating  the  militia" ;'  another 
act  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  unnecessary  lawsuits  ;  "  another  act 
intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  regulating  the 
assize  of  casks,  and  preventing  deceit  in  the  packing  of  fish,  beef  and 
pork  for  sale  ;  "  the  other  act  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  gaming  for 
money,  or  other  gain ; "  one  act  made  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the 
same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  unnecessary  expence  in  suits 
at  law  ;  "  three  acts  made  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one, 
intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  firing  of  guns  charged  with  shot  or 
ball,  in  the  town  of  Boston;"  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  further 
addition  to  an  act,  intitled  'An  Act  for  highways "; '  the  other  act 
intitled  "An  Act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  private  ways  to  repair 
them  in- an  equal  manner;"  one  act  made  in  the  twenty-second  year 
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of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  towa  of  Boston, 
the  beach,  and  meadows  in  Plymouth  adjoining  to  said  beach,  com-  Acffbr'wgh-'^^* 
monly  known  by  the  name  of  Plymouth  Beach ; "  two  acts  made  in  ways, 
the  twenty-fourth  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  for  i746-47,'chap!i8.' 
the  better  regulation  of  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings  ; "  the  other  f'^^  *<*  prevent 
act  intitled    "  An  Act  to  [e][i]mpower  the  proprietors  of  the  meeting-  beach  and 
house  in  the  first  parish  in  Salem,  where  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Spar-  Plymouth*'" 
hawk  now  officiates,  and  also  the  proprietors  of  the  meeting-house  in  Beach, 
the  third  parish  in  Newbury,  where  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Lowell  Actfor'*reg^'ia.' 
officiates,  to  raise  money  for  defreying  ministerial  and  other  necessary  ^'ro"c^eVin*^l°^''' 
charges;"  one  act  made  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  same  reign,  i75i-52,chap.i7. 
intitled  "  An  Act  for  preventing  petitions  to  the  general  court  relating  ^^  pJ^pH^tora 
to  licences  for  retailing  strong  drink  and  keeping  houses  of  publick  en-  of  meeting- 
tertainmeut ; "  one  act  made  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  same  reign,  and  Newbury." 
intitled  "  An  Act  for  preventing  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  ale-  iJ5i-52,chap.i9. 

/>     -I         T      •    1       !)  j_  1        •         1  1  •  1  •         ■^'^^  '^  prevent 

wives  in  the  town  of  Sandwich ;      one  act  made  in  the  thirty-third  petitions  to  the 
year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  enable  the  town  of  Wey-  molTe.ch'aTsg. 
mouth  to  regulate  and  order  the  taking  and  disposing  of  the  fish  called  ^<=t  to  preveiit 
shadd  and  alewives,  within  the  limits  of  that  town  ; "  three  acts  made  aiewives'in  ° 
in  the  second  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign  ;  one  act  intitled  f75°'1^7  c^'ap  32 
"An  Act  to  prevent  damage  by  fire  in  the  towns  of  Salem,  Marble-  Act  regulating " 
head,  and  other  maritime  towns  in  the  province  ; "  another  act  intitled  wiymoulh!'' 
"  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  meadows  and  beaches  i"59-6o,chap.32. 
lying  in  and  adjoining  on  the  north-east  part  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  damagifb^fire 
between  Quivit  Harbour,  on  the  east,  and  Sesuit  Harbour,  on  the  west ;"  MartiXad!^ 
the  other  act  intitled  "An  Act  for  [for]  rendering  more  eilectual  the  n6i-62,chap  26. 
laws  already  made  relating  to  shingles,  and  for  regulating  the  assize  damage  on'""'^ 
of  staves,  hoops  and  clapboards  ;  "  two  acts  made  in  the  third  year  of  ™/y  "rm^,;^^^ ' 
the  said  reign;  one  act  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  relief  of  poor  pris-  nei-k.chap.si. 
oners  for  debt ;  "  the  other  act  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  ^.f^gfis'sllves, 
made  and  passed  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty,  hoops-  ^'^■ 
Queen  Anne,  intitled  'An  Act  for  regulating  of  drains  or  common  Act"  for' relief  of 
shores;'"  one  act  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  said  reign,  intitled  poor  persons  for 
"An  Act  for  allowing  necessary  supplies  to  the  eastern  Indians,  and  i762-63,chap.i8. 
for  regulating  trade  with  them  and  preventing  abuses  therein  ; "  two  i^g  drIin7o^'" 
acts  made  in  the  eleventh  year  of  said  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  common  shores, 
regulating  the  alewive  fishery  in  the  town  of  Bridgwater  ;  "  the  other  supplies  to^' " ' 
act  intitled  ' '  An  Act  to  prevent  the  obstructing  and  destroying  of  the  nei-es.chap.'ao! 
fish  called  alewives,  in  their  passage  up  and  down  Maddpay set  River,  Keguiating  lish " 
within  the  town  of  Rochester," —  in^-VffcliTip'^a,' 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  &?/  the  Qovernor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep-  unto  in  watta- 

*'  .y  -^  7  ^  J.       poi!<e'tt  River. 

rese7itatives,  1770-71,  chap.  4. 

That  such  of  the  before-mentioned  acts  as  are  now  expired  be  re-  continuation. 
vived ;  and  such  of  the  said  acts  as  are  not  yet  expired  be  continued, 
with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  con- 
tained, and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer. 
[^Passed  and  published  March  6,  1773. 

Notes.  —  There  were  two  sessions  of  the  General  Court  this  year.  The  first  session, 
which  was  convened  at  Cambridge,  May  27,  was  adjourned  by  the  Governor,  Juno  13,  to 
meet  at  the  court-house  at  Boston,  on  the  sixteenth  of  the  same  month,  where  it  continued 
until  its  prorogation  on  the  fourteenth  of  July.  The  second  session  was  held  at  Boston, 
beginning  Jan.  6,  1773,  and  continuing  there  until  March  6,  when  the  Assembly  was  dis- 
solved. 

Twenty-five  public  acts  and  one  private  act  were  passed  at  the  first  session,  the  engross- 
ments of  all  of  which  are  preserved,  and  all  were  printed  except  the  private  act  the  title 
of  which  is  as  follows  : — 

"  An  Act  for  changinii  the  Christian  name  of  Willard  Wheeler  from  Willard  to  William 
Willard."—  [Passed  July  14,  1772. 
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Twenty-seven  acts  were  passed  at  the  second  session,  of  which  the  engrossments  of  the 
following  are  not  in  the  secretary's  offlce  :  chapters  28,  30,  33,  38,  39,  44,  45,  47  and  50. 

The  acts  of  the  first  session  were  duly  certified  for  transmission,  July  20,  1772.  The 
letter  of  Governor  Hutchinson,  which  accompanied  the  certified  copies  of  acts  and  his 
remarks  thereon,  is  dated  Aug.  10,  1772.  The  remarks  on  each  act  appear  in  the  notes  to 
the  respective  chapters,  given  below.  These  papers  appear  to  have  reached  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  the  seventh  of  December,  and  to  have  been  immediately  transmitted  to  the  Privy 
Council,  for,  on  the  8th,  they  were  referred  by  the  latter  to  the  committee  on  plantation 
affairs.  They  seem  to  have  been  returned  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  for,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Board,  Dec.  10,  at  which  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  was  present,  they  were  read,  and 
an  order  was  thereupon  passed  that  they  be  delivei'cd  to  the  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council, 
in  waiting.  They  next  appear  in  the  council-chamber  on  Dec.  19th,  when  they  were  con- 
sidered by  the  committee  on  plantation  affairs,  and  were  formally  returned  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  where,  it  would  seem  from  an  endorsed  memorandum,  they  were  received  the 
twenty-third  of  December.  On  the  25th  of  January  the  Board  read  the  orders  of  the 
Privy  Council  and  of  its  committee  on  plantation  affairs  and  referred  these  acts  to  Mr. 
Jackson  for  his  opinion  thereon.  Mr.  Jackson  reported,  under  date  of  March  26,  1773, 
that  he  was  "  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  said  Acts  are  proper  in  point  of  Law."  This 
report  and  the  acts  were  read  I)y  the  Board,  June  28,  1773,  after  which  no  trace  of  any 
action  upon  them  has  been  discovered. 

Of  the  acts  of  the  second  session,  one  —  chapter  44  — was  forwarded  by  Governor 
Hutchinson  in  advance  of  the  general  certificate.  It  is  certified  under  date  of  March  12th, 
and  his  letter  transmitting  it,  which  is  given  in  full  in  the  note  to  that  chapter,  post,  is  dated 
March  26,  1773.  It  appears  that  this  act  was  received  by  the  Privy  Council,  from  the 
Board  of  Trade,  May  17th,  and  on  the  19th  referred  back  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  with 
directions  to  report  thereon  to  a  committee  of  the  Privy  Council ;  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
received  this  order  and  this  act,  June  1,  1773,  and  that,  on  the  fourteenth  of  June,  the 
Board  ordered  the  act  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Jackson.  On  the  third  of  March,  1774,  the 
Board  reported  that  they  had  considered  the  act,  and  had  consulted  with  Mr.  Jackson, 
and  advised  the  committee  to  recommend  to  the  king  to  signify  his  disallowance  of  it. 
The  act  was  accordingly  disallowed  by  an  order  in  council,  April  13,  1774,  which  is  given 
in  full  in  the  note  to  that  chapter,  post. 

All  the  acts  of  the  second  session,  except  chapter  44,  were  forwarded,  by  packet,  some- 
time before  April  17,  1773,  at  which  date  Governor  Hutchinson  wrote  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  transmitting  a  duplicate  copy  of  chapter  44  together  with  his  remarks  on  all  the 
acts  of  this  session.  The  acts  were  received  by  the  Board  of  Trade  as  early  as  the  second 
day  of  June,  and  by  them  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  waiting,  June  26, 
and  referred  back  to  the  Board,  June  30,  1773.  On  the  26th  of  October,  these  acts  were 
read  at  the  Board,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Jackson  for  his  opinion,  who  reported, 
on  the  24th  of  November,  on  all  the  acts  except  chapters  42,  44  and  46,  that  he 
•was  "  humbly  of  Opinion  that  the  same  are  proper,  in  points  of  Law."  His  criti- 
cisms upon  these  excepted  chapters  will  be  found  in  the  notes  to  those  chapters, 
respectively,  post.  This  report  was  received  by  the  Board,  on  the  same  day,  but 
seems  not  to  have  been  read  until  Jan.  14,  1774.  It  was  again  read,  together  with 
the  acts  of  this  session,  Feb.  14th,  when  the  draughts  of  reports  were  ordered 
to  be  prepared.  The  draught  of  their  report  on  chapter  44,  which  has  been 
mentioned,  is  given  in  full  in  the  foot-note  to  that  chapter,  ante  A  second  draught  of  a 
representation  upon  the  remaining  acts,  was  prepared,  March  17th.  This  draught  was 
transcribed  and  signed,  March  21st,  although  the  representation  itself  bears  date  ten 
days  later.  So  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  disallowance  of  chapter  46  is  given  in  the  foot- 
note to  that  chapter,  ante.  The  order  in  Council  of  June  1,  1774,  disallowing  that  act 
has  not  been  discovered. 

Chaps.  1  and  2.  "  Acts  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  County  Courts  frequently  neces- 
sary."—  Gov.  Hutchinson's  Remarks  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  10,  1772:  "Mas*. 
Bay  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  c,  48. 

Chap.  3.    "  In  aid  to  the  Treasurer  for  speedy  recovery  of  public  monies." — Ibid. 

Chap.  4.  "  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq  Governor  in  Chief,  the  Hon'\'« 
the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  — 

The  Memorial  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Boston  Humbly  shcweth —  That  in 
and  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  4"".  of  William  and  Mary  intitled  an  Act  for  Regulating  of 
Townships  &°.  it  is  among  other  Things  Enacted  '  That  any  Persons  orderly  warned  to 
depart  any  Town  whereofhc  is  not  an  Inhabitant,  and  neglecting  so  to  do  by  the  space  of 
fourteen  Days  next  after  such  warning  given,  may  by  Warrant  of  the  next  Justice  of  the 
Peace  be  sent  and  conveyed  from  Constable  to  Constable  unto  the  Town  where  he  properly 
belongs  or  had  his  last  Residence'  —  And  by  another  Act  passed  Anno  Regni  Georgeii 
&<:.  relating  to  the  removal  of  Poor  Persons  &'^  it  is  enacted  '  That  when  and  so  often  as 
any  such  Person  or  Persons  arc  to  be  sent  or  conveyed  out  of  this  Province,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  County  from  whence  the  Person  or 
Persons  are  to  be  sent  or  conveyed,  and  he  is  hereby  impowered  to  grant  a  Warrant  for 
sending  such  Person  or  Persons  out  of  the  Province,  either  by  Land  or  Water  as  he  shall 
think  will  be  most  convenient,  or  least  liable  to  Charge'  —  That  in  conformity  to  the 
Clauses  of  the  above  recited  Acts,  the  Persons  appointed  by  them  to  warn  Strangers  to 
depart  the  Town  or  Province,  have  upon  such  Persons  refusal  -to  depart,  applyed  to  one 
or  other  of  the  Justices  of  this  County  residing  in  Boston  for  a  Warrant  to  convey  such 
Strangers  from  Constable  to  Constable  into  the  Town  or  Province  where  they  properly 
belonged,  and  such  removals  having  l)cen  deemed  legal  the  charge  arising  thereupon  has 
been  defreyed  agreable  to  said  Acts  — But  your  Memorialists  beg  leave  to  Represent, 
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that  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  this  County  have  of  late  construed  said 
Acts  in  a  diflcrent  manner,  by  adjudging  that  a  removal  by  virtue  of  a  Warrant  from  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  this  Town  is  not  a  legal  removal  as  said  Justice  is  somewhat  inter- 
ested thwein,  and  that  it  properly  lays  withone  of  His  Majcstys  Justices  of  the  Peace  of 
a  Neighbouring  Town  to  grant  said  Warrant  — That  in  consequence  of  this  novel  con- 
struction of  said  Acts  this  Town  has  already  been  put  to  considerable  charge  &  diffi- 
culty, which  from  its  peculiar  situation  and  circumslances,  and  the  great  number  of 
Vagrants  and  other  poor  Strangers  which  dayly  flow  in  upon  us,  is  like  greatly  to  increase 
unless  some  relief  can  be  afforded  by  the  Hon''."  Court  —  Your  Memorialists  therefore 
humbly  pray  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  cxplanitory  of  those  Acts,  or  that 
you  would  grant  such  other  relief  as  your  wisdom  may  point  out  and  as  in  duty  bound 
&c 

Joseph  Jackson 
John  Hancock 
Sam"' Pemberton 
Henderson  Inches 
Jon*  Mason 
Ebenezeu  Stoker 
Boston  June  1771."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  i7,p.  551. 

"  June  26,  1771.  *  *  *  Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  O^w,  Col.  GemsA,  Mr. /n^rerso?, 
Capt.  Lovel  and  Mr.  Thurston."  —  House  Journal,  p.  84. 

"  The  Com'o  to  whom  was  Referrd  the  within  Pet"  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  further  Consideration  thereof  be  Referred  to  the  Next  session  of  this 
Court  David  Ingersoll  ^  Order."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  47,  p.  553. 

•'  April  14  1772  Revivd  &  committed  to  M'  Hobson  M'  Fisher  M'  Dennie  D'  Holton 
&  M''  Phillips    Referred  to  next  session 

June  4  1772  revivd  &  committed  to  Cap  Herrick  Cap  Thurston  Cap  Doolittle  D'  Taylor 
M"-  How  of  Milton."  — 76i<:;.,  p.  554. 

The  Com'.'  to  whome  was  Refer?  the  within  Pet?  haiveing  Consil'  the  Same  beg  leave  to 
Reporte;  that  the  Peti"  have  leave  to  bring  a  bill  for  the  Purposes  within  mentied. 

Henry  Herrick  p''  ordor."  —  Ibid., p.  553. 
"  A  necessary  provision  &  explains  itself." — Gov.  Hutchitison  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
Aug.  10,  1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  48. 

Chap.  5.  "July  4,  1771.  A  Petition  of  John  Spring  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the 
North  part  of  the  Town  of  Uxbridge  —  Setting  forth,  That  they  live  many  of  them  six 
and  some  seven  miles  distant  from  the  Meeting  house  in  said  Town  which  prevents  their 
constant  attendance  on  the  pul)lic  Worship  of  God  there.  — That  they  apprehend  the  In- 
habitants of  said  Town  cannot  be  accommodated  with  one  Congregational  Meeting  house 
only;  the  said  Town  being  ten  miles  in  length  and  about  four -miles  and  an  half  in  vvedth 
and  contains  one  hundred  and  eighty  Families  that  pay  Ministerial  Taxes.  And  praying 
that  they  with  their  Families  and  Estates  within  certain  limits  described  in  their  Petition, 
may  be  made  a  separate  District,  and  that  they  may  be  intitled  to  their  proportionable 
part  of  the  Ministry  Money,  and  the  Lands  granted  by  the  General  Court  to  said  Town 
for  their  extraordinary  expence  in  building  Bridges.  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the 
Town  of  Uxbridge  by  serving  the  Clerk  of  said  Town  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  and 
Order  that  they  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  Ses- 
sion of  the  General  Court  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council, 
Read  and  Concurred."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  116. 

"  Apr.  17,  1772.  A  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  North  part  of  Ux- 
bridge Praying  to  be  erected  into  a  District,  as  entered  the  4  day  of  July  last — 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  answer  and  Ordered  that  Artemas  Ward 
Esq?  with  such  as  shall  be  joined  by  the  hon^a  House  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same 
into  consideration,  hear  the  parties  and  make  report. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  — Read  and  Concurred  and  Mr  Bigelow  of  Worcester 
and  CapJ  Farley  are  joined."  —  Ibid.,  p.  161. 

"  Apr.  20,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  rf  instant  on  the  Petition  of  John  Spring 
and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  North  part  of  Uxbridge,  made  the  following  Report  viz'  — 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  Petition  of  John  Spring  and  others  and  the 
answer  thereto,  having  attended  that  service  and  fully  heard  the  parties,  are  of  opinion 
and  accordingly  report,  by  consent  of  both  parties,  that  Mess^^  Henry  King,  Edward  Raw- 
son  and  Stephen  Mayuard  be  a  Committee  to  view  the  Town  of  Uxbridge  and  make 
report  at  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court,  at  the  cost  of  the  Petitioners  — 

Artemas  Ward  ^  Order 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  Henry  King,  Edward  Rawson  and 
Stephen  Maynard  be  a  Committee  to  view  the  Town  of  Uxbridge  and  make  report  at  the 
next  Session  of  the  General  Court,  at  the  cost  of  the  Petitioners.  In  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, Read  and  Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  167. 

"  June  25,  1772.  A  Petition  of  John  Spring,  and  others,  of  Uxbridge,  praying  that  the 
Bill  for  erecting  the  North  Part  of  Uxbridge,  may  not  pass  into  a  Law  as  it  now  stands. 

Read  and  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Pickering,  ISIr.  Stickney,  and  Col.  Walker,  be  a  Committee 
to  consider  the  Petition,  and  report,  arid  that  the  Bill  lie  on  File  in  the  mean  Time." — 
House  Journal,  p.  73. 

■  "June  26,  1772.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  John  Spring,  Esq;  and  others, 
enter'd  Yesterday,  praying  that  a  Bill  for  incorporating  the  North  Part  of  Uxbridge,  into  a 
District,  mav  not  pass,  reported. 

Ordered,  Thvct  the  Bill  be  referred  for  further  Consideration  till  the  next  Session."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  78. 
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"July  6,  1772.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  North  Part  of  the  Town  of 
Uxbridge,  praying  to  be  set  off  into  a  District. 

Read  and  committed  to  Col.  Gj/6cr«,  Capt,  FaWey  and  Col.  Walker."  — House  Journal, 
p.  94. 

"  Jnly  7,  1772.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  North  Part  of  Uxbridge,  reported 
that  the  retitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Purpose  of  their  Petition. 

Accepted  and  Resolved,  That  the  said  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accord- 
ingly.—  Ibid.,  p.  95. 

"  July  11,  1772.  Upon  a  Motion*  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adams  carry  up  to  the  honorable 
Board  the  cngross'd  Bill  for  setting  off  the  North  Part  of  Uxbridge  into  a  District,  and 
propose  Amendments  thereon.     Who  returned  that  he  had  delivc'r'd  the  Message. 

William  Brattle,  Esq;  brought  down  the  said  Bill,  and  inforin'd  the  House  that  the 
Board  aureed  to  the  Amendment  propos'd  by  the  House. 

Then  the  Bill  (being  first  amended  accordingly  in  the  House)  passed  to  be  enacted."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  109. 

"  A  new  Town  in  common  form."  —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aua.  10. 
1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  48. 

Chap.  6.    "  An  incorporating  Act."  —  Ibid. 

In  1673,  the  Council  of  the  colony,  in  anticipation  of  invasion  by  the  Dutch,  recom- 
mended to  the  consideration  of  the  selectmen  of  Boston  the  project  of  building  a  sea-wall, 
or  wharf,  of  wood  and  stone,  from  the  water-battery,  or  "  sconce,"  at  the  foot  of  Port 
Hill,  northerly,  to  Mr.  Scarlett's,  afterward  Hancock's,  wharf,  near  the  foot  of  Fleet 
Street,  thus  inclosing  the  principal  cove  in  front  of  the  town,  with  a  barrier  against  the 
fire-ships  of  the  enemy.  The  inhabitants,  having  had  this  project  submitted  to  them  by 
the  selectmen,  at  a  town  meeting,  declined  to  undertake  it  in  their  corporate  capacity,  but 
voted  to  authorize  the  selectmen  to  dispose  of  the  flats  within  the  proposed  wall  "  for  the 
better  security  of  the  town,  as  they  may  judge  best." 

Accordingly,  arrangements  were  made  bythe  selectmen,  with  Captain  Thomas  Clarke 
and  al)out  forty -eight  associates,  by  which  the  latter  were  to  undertake  the  work,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  grant  of  the  flats  upon  which  the  wall  should  stand,  with  the  right  to  build 
wharves  and  warehouses  from  the  wall  for  the  distance  of  two  hundred  feet  towards  the 
town,  and  to  reap  the  profits  arising  from  dockage,  anchorage  and  fishing  within  the 
inclosure,  and  also  to  enjoy,  exclusively,  all  other  incidental  privileges ;  with  a  reserva- 
tion, however,  to  the  almttors  on  the  shore,  of  the  right  of  free  egressand  regress,  and  the 
use  of  tli.eir  wharves  and  docks ;  but  the  privilege  of  extending  tli'eir  wharves  was  restricted 
to  such  owners  of  wharves,  on  the  cove,  as  should  contribute  towards  building  the  wall ; 
and  the  limit  of  such  extension  was  fixed  at  a  "  circular  line  "  at  the  distance  of  about  one 
hundred  feet  beyond  the  wharves  of  "  Governor  Leverett  arid  Mr.  Alford." 

The  wall  was  to  be  twenty^two  hundi'cd  feet  in  length,  and  to  be  carried  up  six  feet  in 
height  "  with  all  expedition,"  and  afterwards  to  be  "raised  to  the  height  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  feet,  so  as  to  serve  as  a  breastwork  and  for  cannon.  It  was  to  ))e  twenty  feet  wide 
at  the  top,  and  to  be  "  made  sulistantial  and  uniform,"  and  to  be  provided  with  gates  or 
gaps  for  the  passage  of  vessel's. 

The  original  undertakers  were  joined  by  some  sixteen  other  subscribers,  and  completed 
then-  work  in  about  seven  or  eight  years.  In  May,  1681,  they  were  so  far  incorporated,  as 
to  lie  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to  make  orders  or  by-laws,  and  to  appoint  managers 
or  directors,  who,  in  turn,  were  empowered  to  hoar  and  determine  controversies  among 
the  proprietors,  and  to  impose  fines  upon  their  meml^ers,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
twenty  shillings,  and  to  sue,  in  the  courts  of  Suffcjlk  County,  delinquent  members,  and 
any  person  who  should  do  damage  to  the  wall.  There  being  no  occasion  to  use  the  wall 
as  a  fortification,  it  fell  into  decay  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 

In  1702,  the  General  Court  appointed  a  committee  to  survey,  and  consider  the  state  of,  this 
wall,  or  "  outwharves  " ;  but  nothing  was  eilectually  done  to  repair  the  stiiicture  until  1708. 
In  October  of  this  year,  while  war  was  waging  with  the  French  and  Indians,  and  shortly 
before  ]5rcparations  were  begun  for  the  projected  expedition  against  Canada,  the  selectmen 
of  Boston  applied  to  the  General  Court,  praying  that  the  undertakers  "  be  obliged  forth- 
with to  repair  the  wall,  or  to  resign  their  right  by  a  prefixed  time,"  and  also  asking  for  a 
survey  to  "  regulate,"  under  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature,  "  and  according  to  a  true 
proportion,"  the  bounds  of  the  flats  between  adjacent  abuttors  on  the  cove,  some  of  whom 
had  extended  their  side  bounds  without  converging  in  a  radius  to  the  cm've  of  the  shore, 
—  thus  conflicting  with  the  claims  of  their  neighljors,  and  "  tending  to  create  perpetuall 
jars  and  lawsutes."  In  response  to  this  petition  the  General  Court  passed  a  resolve, 
Nov.  0,  1708,  appointing  the  petitioners  a  committee,  "to  consider  what  is  necessary  for 
repairing  the  wall  oroutwharf  before  the  (Jove  in  Boston,"  and  authorizing  them  to  cause 
a  new  survey  to  be  made  of  the  fiats,  which  they  were  to  apportion,  equitably,  among  the 
abuttors,  Init  "reserving  to  the  town  that  the  flats  that  lie  before  their  highways  be  con- 
tinued their  full  breadth,  to  the  cu'cular  line."  This  line  they  .were  to  cause  to  be  staked 
out,  and  to  make  return  of  their  doings,  at  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court. 
Although  the  Council  passed  an  order,  in  Fein'uary  of  the  next  year,  "for  the  regulation 
of  the  Cove  in  Boston,"  the  House  refused  to  concur,  on  the  ground  that  "  they  had  not 
now  time  to  consider  thereof " ;  and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  last  legislative  proceeding 
upon  this  petition. 

Meanwhile,  proposals  were  made  to  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  by  Oliver  Noyes  and 
five  associates,  for  building  a  wharf  from  the  lower  end  of  King  Street,  to  low-water 
mark.  The  selectmen  wlm  were  appointed  a  committee  to  consitler  these  proposals 
reported,  at  a  subsequent  town  meeting,  that  the  proposed  undertaking  "  will  be  the  means 
to  have  the  outwharves  brought  into  good  rei)air  —  the  doing  of  which  with  the  planting 
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of  f^mns  as  proposed  may  be  a  great  safety  to  this  town  in  case  of  the  attack  of  an  enemy, 
and  will  be  of  publlcit  and  generall  good  to  this  town,"  ])rovided  certain  conditions,  speci- 
fied in  their  report,  wore  complied  with.  The  inlia))itants  accepted  this  report,  and 
anthorized  the  selectmen  to  execute  proper  written  iustninients  for  conveying  to  the 
undertakers  the  flats  and  privileges  aslied  for  by  tliem,  wliich  was  accordingly  done. 
May  13, 1710 ;  and  the  lirst  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held  on  the  27th  of  June  following. 
The  proposal  of  the  undertakers  was,  virtually,  to  extend  King  Street,  now  State  Street, 
to  !ow- water  mark,  —  a  distance  of  some  sixteen  hundred  feet.  They  were  to  construct  a 
sewer  for  part  of  this  distance,  and  to  leave  a  covered  gap,  beyond,  for  the  passage  of 
boats  and  lighters  across  the  line  of  the  wharf,  all  of  which  they  were  forever  to  main- 
tain. The  piiljlic  were  to  enjoy,  in  adiUtion  to  the  right  of  way  along  the  whole  wharf, 
free  use  of  the  end  of  the  wharf  for  "  planting  guns,"  whenever  such  a  course  should  be 
deemed  expedient.  The  wharf  was  to  be  carried  out  to  a  point  two  hundred  feet  beyond 
the  circular  Kne,  by  May  13lh,  1714.  On  the  7th  of  April,  1715,  the  proprietors  executed  a 
deed  of  allotment  of  their  propriety,  into  twenty-four  shares,  coiTesponding  to  portions  of 
the  wharf  severally  allotted  to  them,  in  two  divisions,  in  each  of  which  the  numbers  ran 
from  1  to  24 ;  and  this  allotment  continued  to  be  the  basis  of  apportiomnent  until  the 
establishment  of  a  capital  stock,  divided  into  shares.  The  number  of  separate  proprietor- 
ships in  this  original  allotment  was  twenty-one. 

In  1772,  the  holders  of  a  majority  of  the  shares  presented  to  the  Legislature  the  petition 
which  is  given  in  full  in  the  supplementary  note  to  this  chapter  on  p.  2S8,  post. 

Chap.  7.  "  Apr.  6,  1770.  A  petition  of  a  numlier  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
Town  of  Harwich  called  Potonomacnt  —  Setting  forth  —  That  the  most  of  them  live  more 
than  seven  miles  from  the  meeting  House  and  that  there  is  no  Public  Iload  tor  tlicm  lo 
Travel  thither  unless  they  go  through  part  of  Chatham  or  Eastham,  either  of  which  ways 
is  more  than  ten  miles  to  the  said  meeting  House  in  Harwich,  which  renders  it  very  difH- 
cult  and  some  times  impossible  for  them  to  attend  Town  meetings  &  military  duties  in 
said  Harwich — That  although  the  Petitioners  are  allowed  to  attend  public  Worship  and 
to  pay  Taxes  for  the  support  of  it  in  the  Town  of  Easthain,  yet  it  is  attended  with  great 
inconvenience  in  being  Taxed  in  two  different  Towns :  and  praying  that  they  and  their 
Estates  within  certain'limits  and  bounds  may  be  annexed  to. the  Town  of  Eastham  there 
to  do  duty  and  receive  priviledge ;  (the  Town  of  Harwich  having  signified  their  consent 
thereto.) 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Ordered  That  the  Petitioners  serve  the 
Town  of  Eastham  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  by  leaving  the  same  Avith  the  Clerk  of  said 
Town  that  they  may  shew  cause,  if  any  be,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  May 
Session  whv  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." 
—  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVIIl.,  p.  140. 

"  June  6,  1772.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants.of  tne  East  part  of  the  Town  of  Harwich 
in  the  County  of  Barnstable,  commonly  called  Potonomacut.  Praying  to  be  annexed  to 
the  Town  of  Eastham,  as  entred  the  6.  day  of  April  1770  — 

In  Council  Read  again  &  revived  &  ordered  that  James  Humphrey  &  Caleb  Cashing 
Esq"  be  a  Committee  with  such  as  the  Hon'^'"  House  shall  join  to  take  the  same  into  con- 
sideration and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred  &  Cap*  Whitcomb  Cap'  White  of 
Brookline  and  M''  Bigelow  of  Westown  a,re  joined."  ^  Ibid.,  vol.  XXIX. ,  p.  245. 

"July  4,  1772.  The  following  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned  Viz'. — 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  eastermost  part 
of  the  Town  of  Harwich  called  Potonomacnt,  having  considered  <^he  same,  report  as  their 
Opinion  that  the  prayer  of  their  petition  be  granted,  and  that  the  Petitioners  with  their 
Estates,  according  to'the  bounds  mentioned  in  the  Petition,  be  set  off  from  the  Town  of 
Harwich  and  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Eastham,  and  that  the  said  Petitioners  have  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly.  .James  Humphrey  c^'' Order 

In  Council  Read  &  accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  accordingly.    Inthe  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  309. 

"  Relates  to  a  particular  Town  only." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug. 
10,  1772;  "  Mass.  Baij,  B.  T,"  vol.  81,  O.  o.,  4S. 


Chap.  8.    "  A  necessary  provision  to  prevent  fraud." —  Ibid. 


Chap.  9.  "Apr.  16,  1772.  A  Petition  of  James  Prescot  and  others  — Setting  forth  — 
That  in  the  year  1719  the  General  Court  granted  a  new  Town  called  North  Town  and  did 
appoint  and  fully  impower  William  Taylor  and  others  a  Committee  to  allot  and  grant  out 
the  Lands  in  the  said  Town ^ That  the  said  Committee  did  afterwards  agrcable  to  the 
said  Order  of  Court  allot  and  Grant  out  said  new  Town  and  make  return  of  their  proceed- 
ings into  the  Secretary's  Office,  as  appears  by  the  Proprietors  Book  under  the  hands  of 
the  said  Committee  — That  the  return  of  some  part  of  the  said  Committee's  proceedings 
is  not  now  to  be  found  in  the  said  Office  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  consumed  by  fire, 
with  the  Town  House ;  by  means  whereof  the  property  of  some  hundreds  of  the  people  of  the 
Province  is  rendered  precarious,  as  they  have  wholly  conducted  themselves  by  the  Copy 
of  said  Committees  proceedings  which  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Proprietors  Clerk; 
and  that,  unless  something  is  done  to  confirm  the  said  Committee's  proceedings,  as  they 
left  them,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town,  as  well  as  others  more  remotely  concerned 
may  be  led  into  very  great  difficulties  and  charge.    And  praying  relief. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives— Read  and  Ordered  that  Maj». Godfrey  CoK  Gcrrish 
and  M'.  Pickering  with  such  as  the  hon'^'*.  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  this 
Petition  into  consideration  and  report. 

In  Comicil,  Read  and  Concurred  and  William  Brattle  and  James  Otis, Esq",  are  joined 
in  the  affair." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  155. 
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"  Apr,  23, 1772.  A  Petition  of  James  Prescot  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  Proprie- 
tors of  Townsend,  formerly  called  North  Town,  as  entered  the  Te  instant. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Ordered  that  Cap*  Thurston  and  Capi  Lovell  be 
upon  the  Committee  of  the  Proprietors  of  Townsend  in  the  room  of  MajF  Godfrey  and  M? 
PickcriniT.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  194. 

"  Apr."'24,  1772.  The  following  Report  was  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned  viz'. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  James  Prescot  Esqf  and  others  a 
Committee  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Lands  in  Townshend  have  met  and  considered  the 
same  and  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  General  Court  did  in  1719  appoint  and  impower  the 
late  Governor  Taylor,  Col"  Thaxter,  Col°  Fnllam  and  others  a  Committee  to  grant,  allot 
and  lay  out  a  Township  then  called  North  Town,  now  Townshend,  and  gave  said  Com- 
mittee power  to  admit  Settlers  &c  and  a  power  to  bring  forward  a  settlement  of  said  Town, 
then  a  frontier;  which  Committee, among  other  things,  made  divers  Transfers,  by  consent 
of  parties,  from  the  first  Grantees  to  others,  as  appears  by  the  Records  kept  by  said  Ful- 
lam  who  was  Clerk  to  the  General  Courts  said  Committee,  and  that  some  difficulties  have 
begun  to  arise  as  to  said  Transfers  as  some  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Committee  were 
destroyed  by  the  late  burning  of  the  Town  House  in  Boston  and  othcrways :  the  Commit- 
tee are  of  the  opinion  that  the  aid  of  this  Court  is  wanting  to  quiet  the  present  possessors 
in  thek  possessions,  and  that  all  Persons  who  dispute  said  Transfers  and  other  proceedings 
of  the  aforementioned  Committee  be  notified  of  this  Petition  by  the  Petitioners  inserting 
the  substance  of  the  same  in  two  of  the  Boston  News  papers  for  three  Weeks  successively 
viz^  in  Drapers  and  Edes  and  Gills  papers  that  so  any  persons  concerned  may  shew  cause 
why  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  may  not  be  granted,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  further 
consideration  of  this  Petition  be  referred  to  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  next  May  Session,  and 
all  proceedings  in  the  Law  relative  to  said  Propriety  be  staid  until  the  further  Order  of 
this  Court—  W¥  Brattle  <^  Order 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Resolved  that  all  Persons  who  dispute  said  Trans- 
fers and  the  proceedings  of  the  aforementioned  Committee  be  notified  of  this  Petition,  by 
the  Petitioners  inserting  the  substance  of  the  same  in  two  of  the  Boston  News  papers  for 
three  Weeks  successively  viz^  in  Drapers  and  Edes  and  Gills  papers,  that  so  any  persons 
concerned  may  shew  cause  why  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  may  not  be  granted,  and 
in  the  mean  while  the  further  consideration  of  this  Petition  be  referred  to  the  third  Tues- 
day of  the  next  May  Sessions  and  all  proceedings  in  the  Law  relative  to  said  Propriety  be 
staid  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and 
Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor." — Ibid.,  p.  199. 

"  June  17, 1772.  A  Petition  of  James  Prescott  Esqf  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Townshend,  formerly  called  North  Town  —  as  entred  the  16"»  day  of  April 
last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  and  ordered  that  this  Petition  be  revived,  and  that  James  Otis, 
Samuel  Dexter  and  Artemas  Ward  Esq''?  with  such  as  the  lion^'l''  House  shall  join  be  a 
Committee  to  take  this  Petition  and  Answer  into  consideration  and  report  what  may  be 
proper  for  this  Court  to  do  thereon.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Con- 
curred &  Mi^  Phillips  Coll"  Gerrish,  Cap'  Farley  and  Cap*  Searl  are  joined."  —  Ibid., 
p.  269. 

"  June  26, 1772.  The  following  Report  was  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned  Viz*. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  James  Prescott  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Townshend  and  the  Answer  of  William  Lakin  and  others  thereto,  having 
attended  the  service,  deliberately  and  at  large  heard  the  parties,  are  imanimously  of 
Opinion  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  so  far  granted  as  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Courts  Committee  appointed  Decem'  7  1719,  respecting  the  allotment  of  Lands  to 
the  Original  Settlers  and  the  subsequent  Transfers,  in  said  ToAvn,  then  known  by  the 
Name  of  North  Town,  be  fully  confirmed,  and  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  that  purpose.  James  Otis  <|p^Order 

In  Council  Read  &  Accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  accordingly.  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  293. 

"Relates  to  a  particular  Town." — Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  10, 
1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  0.,  48. 

Chap.  10.  "Apr.  13,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Amos  Chase  and  others  Inhabitants  of  or 
Proprietors  of  Lands  in  the  plantation  on  the  East  side  of  Saco  River,  in  the  County  of 
York,  called  Narraganset  number  one  —  Setting  forth  —  That  upwards  of  sixty  Families 
are  settled  in  the  said  plantation,  a  meeting  house  built  and  a  minister  settled  there,  but 
that  they  labour  under  great  difficulties  &  discouragements  by  means  of  their  not  being 
Incorporated  into  a  Town  —  And  praying  that  the  said  Plantation  may  be  erected  into  a 
Town  according  to  the  bounds  and  limits  mentioned  in  the  said  Petition. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Ordered  that  the  within  named  Petitioners  notify 
the  Inhalntants  and  Proprietors  of  the  plantation  mentioned  in  said  Petition  by  posting  up 
on  the  Meeting  house  in  said  Plantation  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  with  this  Order  thereon 
twenty  days  before  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court,  that  they 
shew  cause  on  the  said  third  Wednesday,  if  any  they  have,  why  the  prayer  thereof  should 
not  be  granted,  and  that  the  Proprietors  in  the  mean  time  make  no  "further  Grants  or 
assessments.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred."—  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  142. 

"  June  6,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Amos  Chase  &  others  Inhabitants  of  or  proprietors  of 
lands  in  the  plantation  in  the  County  of  York  called  Narragansett  N°  one  — praying  to  be 
erected  into  a  Town  —  as  entred  the  13.  day  of  April  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  and  revived  and  Ordered  that  the  withinnamed  Petitioners 
notify  the  Inhabitants  or  Proprietors  of  the  plantation  mentioned  in  said  petition  by  post- 
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ing  up  on  the  Meeting  house  in  said  plantation  a-  Copy  of  this  petition  with  this  order 
thereon,  twenty  days  before  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court,  that  they  may  shew  cause  if  any  tlicy  liave,  on  the  said  second  Wednesday  why 
the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted,  and  that  tlie  proprietors  in  the  mean  time  make 
no  further  grants  or  assessments.    Sent  down  for  concurrence."  —  Ibid.,  p.  245. 

In  the  House,  on  the  same  day,  this  petition  was  "  read,  and  ordered  to  lie." 
"  Province  of  the    )   To  his   Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq'  Governor    The 

Massachusetts  Bay  j    Honourable  his  Majesties  Council  and  Representatives  of  Said 
Province  in  Gen'  Court  Assembled  June  1772 

The  Memorial  of  Joshua  Wynian  and  Others  Inhabitants  or  Proprietors  of  a  Plantation 
in  the  County  of  York  in  Said  Province  Called  Narraganset  N«  One  Bounded  on  Scarbo- 
rough and  Biddeford  South  Easterly  on  Saco  River  South  Westerly  on  Pearson  Town  (So 
called)  North  Westerly  and  on  Gorham  North  Easterly  —  Humbly  Sheweth  —  That  the 
Said  Joshua  with  Amos  Chase  and  about  thirty  other  persons  of  S'.'  Inhabitants  or  propri- 
etors in  May  1771  made  their  petition  or  memorial  to  the  Gov  Council  and  Representa- 
tives of  Said  Pi'ovince  —  Praying  that  for  the  benefit  of  Said  Inhabitants  And  Proprietors, 
his  Excellency  And  their  Honors  would  by  An  Act  of  the  General  Court  Incorporate  Said 
Plantation  According  to  the  bounds  and  Limits  thereof  as  a  Town  with  all  the  powers 
and  priviledges  that  other  Towns  in  this  Province  enjoy  by  Law  —  That  in  consequence 
thereof  it  was  Ordered  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  U'h  day  of  April  last  that 
the  petitioners'  Should  Notify  the  Inhabitants  and  Proprietors  of  the  Said  Plantation 
Twenty  days  before  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  then  next  Session  of  the  General  Court  to 
Shew  cause  why  the  prayer  of  Said  Petition  Should  Not  be  granted:  That  the  Same 
Order  was  read  and  Concurr'd  in  Council  on  the  13"'  of  the  Same  Month  —  That  it  was 
Never  assented  to  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  and  is  of  None  Effect  —  And  That 
the  Inhabitants  and  proprietors  are  under  many  and  great  difficulties  and  discouragements 
by  reason  that  Said  Plantation  was  Never  Incorporated  —  Wherefore  we  humbly  pray 
that  your  Excellency  and  Honours  will  take  the  matter  into  your  wise  consideration  and 
by  An  Act  of  the  Great  and  General  Court  incorporate  said  plantation  according  to  the 
bounds  and  limits  thereof  into  a  Town  (by  Some  proper  Name)  with  all  Necessary 
powers  and  priviledges  —  And  we  Shall  as  in  duty  bound  ever  Pray       Joshua  W  ym  an 

Enoch  Bartlet 
Jere"  Hill 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  lO'^  1772  Resolved  that  the  petitioners  give 
Notice  to  the  Inhabitants  and  Proprietors  of  Sf  Plantation  by  Posting  an  attested  Copy 
of  this  Memorial  And  Order  at  the  meeting  House  Door  in  Said  Plantation  fourteen  days 
before  the  first  Wednesday  in  July  next  to  Shew  cause  (if  the  Gen'  Court  is  then  Sitting) 
why  the  prayer  of  Said  petition  Shall  not  be  Granted — And  in  case  the  General  Court 
Shall  not  then  be  Sitting  then  the  Said  Inhabitants  and  proprietors  are  directed  on  Said 
Notice  to  appear  and  make  their  Olyections  on  the  Second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Ses- 
sion of  the  General  Court  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  T  Cushing  Splf 

In  Council  Jime  10"»  1772  —  Read  &  Concurred  »  Jx"  Cotton  D.  SSiiJy 

In  Council  July  1^'  1772  —  Read  again  together  with  the  Answer,  &  ordered  that  this 
Petition  be  dismissed  Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jn ^^  Cotton  D.  Secry 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  July  1  1772  Read  &  nonconcurred  &  orderd  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  this  Petition 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  T  Cushing  Spk'' 

In  Council  July  1^'  1772  — Read  &  Concurred—  Jn*^ Cotton  D.  Se^." 

—  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  118,  p.  516. 

"  Incorporating  a  new  Town." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  10,  1772 : 
«'  Mass.  Barj,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  c,  48. 

Chap.  11.  "  June  5,  1771.  A  Petition  of  John  Parker  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the 
Southwardly  part  of  the  Town  of  Rutland  and  adjoining  to  the  District  of  Paxton  — Set- 
ting forth  —  That  they  labour  under  great  difficulties  in  attending  Public  Worship  and 
Schooling  in  Rutland  by  means  of  their  distance  therefrom  and  the  badness  of  the  Road 
thereto,  especially  in  the  Winter  and  Spring,  and  that  the  distance  is  much  less  and  the 
Road  better  to  Paxton  meeting  house  —  That  they  all  live,  except  one,  within  the  bounds 
Petitioned  for  at  the  time  of  the  Incorporation  of  said  Paxton.  And  praying  that  they, 
"With  their  Farms,  may  be  set  off  to  Paxton,  there  to  do  dutj'  and  receive  privilege. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  Petitioners  "notify  the 
Town  of  Rutland  by  serving  their  Clerk  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  that  they  shew  cause, 
if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court  why  the 
prayer  should  not  be  granted.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred. 

A  Petition  of  Oliver  Witt  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  District  of  Paxton  —  Setting 
forth  — That  the  said  District  is  very  small  containing  but  about  eight  thousand  acres  of 
Land  and  about  seventy  Families,  several  of  which  are  very  poor,  and  the  District  neces- 
sarily involved  in  Debt  —  That  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to  the  said  District  if  the  Farms 
of  John  Fessenden,  Ebenezer  Frost,  David  Bent,  James  Blair,  John  Parker  and  Holton 
Maynard  of  Rutland,  all  of  which  are  included  within  the  bounds  Petitioned  for  at  the 
time  of  the  Incorporation  of  said  Paxton  (one  only  excepted)  were  set  off  to  Paxton 
where  they  usually  attend  public  Worship  —  And  praying  that  they  may  be  set  off  to 
Paxton  accordingly,  together  with  sundry  small  Tracts  of  Land  adjoining  to  said  Farms 
in  order  to  make  the  line  intelligible. — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the 
Town  of  Rutland  by  serving  the  Clerk  thereof  and  James  Blair  in  said  Town  of  Rutland 
with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  that  they  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court  why  the  prayer  should  not  be  granted.  In  Coun- 
cil, Read  and  Concunred. 

A  Petition  of  Seth  Metcalf —  Setting  forth,  That  soon  after  the  Incorporation  of  the 
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District  of  Paxton,  he  purchased  a  Farm  of  James  Brown,  which  he,  as  well  as  the  said 
Brown,  apprehended  to  be  in  said  Paxton,  where  he  has  constantly  been  Taxed  ever 
since  for  liis  Poll  and  Estate;  That  the  Town  of  Rutland  claiming  likewise  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  him  and  his  Farm,  he  has  been  Taxed  there  also,  and  the  Taxes  forced  from  him 
both  by  the  Constables  of  the  said  Town  and  District,  to  his  great  damage  and  vexation 
—  That  as  the  said  Town  and  District  have  different  apprehensions  of  theAct  Incorporat- 
ing the  said  District,  arising  from  the  description  of  the  l)oundaries  between  said  Town  and 
District  being  uncertain  in  the  said  Act  —  Praying  that  this  Court  would  make  such 
explanation  thereof  as  shall  appear  to  be  its  true  intent  and  meaning. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives — Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioner  notify  the 
Town  of  Rutland  and  the  District  of  Paxton  by  serving  their  respective  Clerks  with  a 
Copy  of  this  Petition  that  they  may  be  heard  on  the  substance  matter  thereof,  if  they  see 
cause,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court.  In  Council,  Read 
and  Concurred." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  Yl. 

"  Apr.  22,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Oliver  Witt  and  others  a  Committee  in  behalf  of  the 
District  of  Paxton  —  Praying  as  entered  the  5  day  of  June  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  Answer  of  the  Town  of  Rutland  thereto,  and 
Ordered  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  next  Ses- 
sion of  the  General  Court.    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred. 

A  Petition  of  John  Parker  and  otliers  of  Rutland  Praying  to  be  set  off  to  the  District  of 
Paxton  —  as  entered  the  5  day  of  June  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  answer  of  the  Town  of  Rutland  thereto:  And 
Ordered  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  next  Ses- 
•    sion  of  the  General  Court.    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred. 

A  Petition  of  Seth  Metcalf — Praying  an  explanation  of  the  Act  for  Incorporating  the 
District  of  Paxton,  as  entered  the  5  day  of  June  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  answers  of  the  Town  of  Rutland  and  District 
of  Paxton  thereto,  and  Ordered  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  the  third 
Tuesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court.  In  tlie  House  of  Representatives, 
Read  and  Concurred." — Ibid,.,  p.  182. 

"  June  17,  1772.  M''  Denny  from  the  House  of  Representatives  came  up  to  the  Board 
with  a  Message  desiring  that  the  several  Petitions  of  Seth  Metcalf  of  John  Parker  and 
others,  and  of  the  district  of  Paxton  might  be  sent  down. 

Caleb  Cushing  Esq':  from  the  Board  went  down  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  a 
Message  inforrning  them  that  the  several  petitions  abovementioned  were  not  before  the 
Board,  but  were  in  the  Secretarys  Office  — 

The  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  House,  carried  down  the  s<]  Petitions  and  laid  them  on 
the  Table."— /6(V/.,;3.  268. 

"  June  17,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Oliver  Witt  and  others  a  Committee  in  behalf  of  the 
District  of  Paxton  in  the  County  of  Worcester  —  Praying,  as  entred  the  S'.^  day  of  June 
1771  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  again  &  revived  &  Ordered  that  this  Petition, 
together  with  the  Petition  of  John  Parker  Smothers,  also  the  Petition  of  Seth  Metcalf  be 
committed  to  M^  Ingersoll,  M^  Bigelow  of  AVorcester  and  M';  Gorham  with  such  as  the 
hon'j'.e  Board  shall  join  to  consider  the  same  and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done 
thereon. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  &  James  Otis  and  Arteraas  Ward  Esq"  ai"e  joined." — 
Ibid.,  p.  272. 

"  June  20, 1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  11*^  Instant  on  the  Petion  of  Oliver  Witt 
&  others,  in  behalf  of  the  district  of  Paxton,  having  heard  the  parties,  reported  as  their 
opinion,  that  the  Petition  be  dismissed. 

In  Council  Read  &  accepted  &  Ordered  that  this  Petition  be  dismissed  In  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred  — 

The  Committee  appointed  the  17"»  instant  on  the  Petition  of  John  Parker  &  others, 
having  heard  the  parties  and  considered  the  Petition  &  Answer,  reported  as  their  Opinion, 
that  the  Petition  bo  dismissed. 

In  Council,  Read  &  accepted  and  Ordered  that  this  Petition  be  dismissed,  accordingly. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Concurred  — 

The  Committee  appointed  the  I7,  instant  on  the  Petition  of  Seth  Metcalf,  made  the  fol- 
lowing Report  Viz! 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Seth  Metcalf  have  met  and  have  heard  the  parties, 
and  ask  leave  to  report  that  it  appears  to  the  Committee  that  the  said  Seth  Metcalf  has, 
by  reason  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  Law  for  Incorporating  the  Northerly  part  of  Leicester 
in  the  County  of  Worcester  into  a  District  by  the  Name  of  Paxton,  been  for  divers  years 
past  Taxed  in  the  Town  of  Rutland  and  in  tjje  District  of  Paxton,  which  is  unreasonable; 
therefore  that  the  said  Seth  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  ascertain  which  Town  or  Dis- 
trict he  ought  to  belong  to,  to  prevent  the  like  inconveniency  for  the  future;  And  the 
Committee  are  further  of  the  Opinion  that  he  ought  to  belong  to  the  District  of  Paxton. 

Signed,  James  Otis  ^^  Order 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioner  Seth  Metcalf  have  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly.—  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred."— 
Ibid ,  p.  278, 

"  Concerns  a  particular  Tov/n  only." —  Goi\  Hatehinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  10, 
1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  0.,  48. 

Chap.  12.  "  Explains  the  power  of  Sheriffs  in  the  sale  of  goods  taken  in  execution."— 
Ibid. 

Chap.  13.    "  An  Act  for  supply  of  the  Treasury  in  the  same  form  with  an  Act  passed 
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the  last  Session  cxcopt  that  the  House  affect  to  call  the  Court  House  the  Province  House  •* 

&c  the  real  Estate  of  the  Province." — Ibid. 

Chap.  14.  "  An  Act  requiring  the  Treasurer  to  issue  his  Wai'rants  for  levying  a  Tax 
provided  for  by  a  former  Act  according  to  a  new  proportion  on  the  several  Towns  the 
former  Act  to  all  other  intents  and  purposes  remaining  the  same" — Ibid. 

Chap.  15.  "  An  Act  further  to  continue  the  Law  establisbing  fees  which  I  remarked 
upon  when  the  Laws  of  the  last  Session  were  transmitted  and  I  could  not  now  refuse  my 
assent  without  danger  of  great  murmuring  &  discontent  through  the  Province." — Ibid. 

Chap.  16.  "  June  20,  1772.  It  being  suggested  to'  the  House  that  one  of  the  Persons 
appointed  a  Manager  of  tlie  Lottery  to  be  rais'd  by  Virtue  of  an  Act  made  in  the  fifth 
Year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign,  has  deceased,  and  others  appointed  to  tiie  same  Trust  have 
declin'd  accepting  the  same,  a  Motion  was  made  for  a  Bill  to  appoint  others  in  their 
Room. 

Ordered,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly." — House  Journal,  p.  63. 

"The  Act  which  this  Act  refers  to  was  assented  to  by  Governor  Bernard  upon  special 
licence  from  His  Maj^y  &  the  execution  of  it  has  been  delayed,  the  Lotteries  for  finishing 
a  Town  Hall  in  Boston  interfering." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  10, 
1772:  "  Mass.  Baij,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  c,  48. 

"  July  8,  1772.  The  Managers  appointed  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  for 
raising  a  sum  of  money  by  Lottery,  for  the  purpose  of  building  another  Hall  for  the 
Students  of  Harvard  College  to  dwell  in;  presented  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  direction  of  tlie  said  Act,  a  Scheme  for  that  purpose;  which  was  Read  and 
Approved  of,  and  is  as  follows,  viz'. 

A.  Scheme  for  raising  11,340  Dollars  by  a  Lottery  for  the  purpose  of  building  another 
Hall,  to  accommodate  the  Students  of  Harvard  College,  agreable  to  an  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  viz*. 

OnePrizeof5000dollars,  —  l  ditto  of  3000— one  ditto  1000.—  .        .        ,         9000 

ThreeD?of500.  — 10D?of200.  1.5dittoof  100 5000 

Thirty  D9  of  50.  —  3276  D9  of  10  dollars.  — 34260 

48260 
The  first  ticket  which  shall  be  drawn  on  the  first  six  days  will  be  entitled  to 

50  dolP.  each 300 

The  ticket  which  shall  be  drawn  last  in  said  Lottery  will  be  entitled  to.  —        .  100 

(NB)    These  are  not  included  in  the  nuinber  of  Prizes.)  

486G0 
Remains  for  the  College.  —  .        .        .        .      11340 


N?  of  Prizes,  3337 
Blanks  6663 


10000  Tickets  at  6  Dollars  each,  are    ......      60000  Doll? 

Not  Two  Blanks  to  a  Prize ! "  —  Executive  Records  of  the  Council,  1765-1774,  p.  650. 

Chap.  17.  "  Att  a  meeting  of  y?  Inhabitants  of  y?  middle  parish  in  Salem  Sep'.  9"'. 
1751  — 

Voted,  Daniel  Epes  Jun.  Esq"",  moderator,  &  Malichi  Felton  Clerk 

Voted  That  yf  Report  of  y!  Comt".  bo  Accepted,  which  is  as  follows  (Viz')  Whereas  y? 
Village  parish  &  y?  middle  parish  in  Salem  have  Agre,d  to  come  of  from  y?  Town  as  a 
seperate  Town  by  themselves,  as  Appears  by  y?  Votes  of  their  Respective  Meetings,  and 
also  whereas  we  y^.  Subscribers  being  Appointed  &  Impower'd  for  &  in  behalf  of  Each 
parish  to  Confere  Together,  &  make  Report  att  y?  meetings  of  S'.'  Parishes  Respectively 
relateing  to  si  Affair,  have  meet  Together  &  after  due  Consideration  make  Report  as 
follows  (Viz') 

That  y?  Town  meetings  shall  be  one  year  in  one  parish  &  y?  Next  year  in  y?  other 
Parish  Successively  — 

That  y?  major  part  of  yf  Select  men  &  assessors,  shall  be  Chosen  one  year  in  one  parish, 
&  y?  Next  year  in  y°  other  parish  Successively 

That  Each  parish  shall  share  Equally  in  all  profitts  &  Benefltts  that  shall  happen  or 
acrue  — 

Julyy?2J  1751 
Daniel  Ei-es  Jux^for  the  Samuel  Flint  ^  for  the 

Malichi  Felton   C  middle  Cornelius  Tarboll  S- y^n^ 

John  Proctor        )  Parish  James  Prince  )        ' " 

Voted  That  Daniel  Epes  Jun.  Esq.  Dea.  Malichi  Felton  &  Ens?  John  Procter  be  a 
Committee  to  Joyn  with  y;  Comf;  of  y?  Village  parish  to  prepair  &  prefere  a  petition  to 
the  Town  of  Salem,  Relateing  to  y?  s'^  Village  &  this  middle  Parishes  Comeing  of  from 
y«  s'l  Town  of  Salem,  as  a  Seperate  Town  by  themselves,  and  Likewise  to  forward  y?  mat- 
ter att  y«  Great  &  Gencrall  Court  according  to  their  best  skill  &  Judgement."  — Peabody 
Town  Records. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  inhabitants  of  y*  Town  of  Salem  lawfully 
qualified  to  Vote  Ocf  23<i  A.  D,  1751. 

Voted.  The  Hon^i"  Ben^  Lynde  Esq'  Moderator  of  this  meeting  on  Reading  &  Consid- 
ering the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  The  midle  Parish  St  Village  Parish  in  s''  Salem  to 
be  set  off  as  a  seperate  Township  as  by  the  Petition  on  File  at  large  appears. 

Voted.  That  y«  prayer  of  y»  said  Petition  be  so  far  granted  as  that  with  the  leave  of 
the  Great  &  Gen'  Assembly  the  Inhabitants  &  Estates  of  said  Parishes  be  set  off  as  a  scp- 
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eratc  Township  agrcable  to  the  present  boundaries  of  s'J  Parishes,  and  that  in  lieu  of  their 
claim  of  the  annual  incomes  of  y  Town  they  be  allowed  thirteen  pounds  six  shillings  & 
eight  pence  to  be  paid  them  out  of  the  Town  Treasury  when  legally  set  off  as  a  distinct 
Town  beside  their  proportion  of  y"^  sums  due  to  them  "for  y"  incouragement  of  y  Schools 
by  virtue  of  former  votes.  The  Petit"  taking  y"  care  &  charge  of  such  of  y«  poor  now  in 
the  Almshouse  as  came  from  those  Parishes  also  of  ya  Child  of  one  Fowlo  now  maintained 
by  yo  Town,  and  paying  their  proportion  of  y*^  Taxes  heretofore  granted  by  y»  Town."  — 
Salem  Town  Records 

"Apr.  10,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Archelaus  Putnam  and  Archelaus  Dale  Agents  for  the 
North  Parish  in  Dan  vers  —  Setting  forth  —  That  the  Village  Parish  &  middlo  Parish, 
in  Salem,  now  the  North  Parish  and  South  Parish  in  Danvers  did  on  the  S^  day 
of  July  1751  enter  into  an  agreement  with  each  other  that,  in  case  they  were  Incorporated 
into  a  Town  by  themselves,  tlie  Town  meetings  should  be  held  and  a  major  part  of  the  Se- 
lectmen and  Assessors  chosen  one  year  in  one  Parish  and  tlie  next  year  in  the  other  Parish 
successively,  and  that  each  Parish  should  share  equally  in  all  profits  and  benefits  that 
should  happen  or  accrue;  notwithstanding  which  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Danvers  at  a 
meeting  on  the  2'?  day  of  Decem":  last  voted  that  the  Town  meetings  should  be  held  for  the 
future  in  the  South  meeting  house,  and  the  Town  Meeting  in  March  last  was  held  there 
accordingly;  at  which  Meeting  a  major  part  of  the  Selectmen  and  Assessors  were  chosen 
in  the  said  South  Parish  contrary  to  the  aforementioned  agreement  and  usual  practice  of 
the  Town  —  That  the  North  Parish  is  the  oldest  Parish  and  the  Meeting  house,  therein, 
stands  within  half  a  mile  of  the  center  of  the  Town  —  That  the  South  Meeting  house  stands 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  Southerly  line  of  the  Town  and  distant  from  many  of  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  four,  live  and  six  miles  which  mtist  make  it  very  inconvenient  to 
attend  and  do  all  their  piiljlic  business  there  —  And  praying  that  the  aforesaid  agreement 
may  be  confirmed  and  the  Town  meetings  settled  accortUngly ;  or  that  they  may  be  otlier- 
wise  relieved. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Resoived  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify 
the  Town  of  Danvers  to  shew  cause  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the 
General  Court  why  the  prayer  of  this  Petition  should  not  be  granted  by  serving  the  Town 
Clerlt  of  said  Town  of  Danvers  with  a  Copy  of  tbis  Petition.  In  Council,  Read  and  Cjh- 
curred." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  135. 

"  June  3,  1772.  a  Petition  of  Archelaus  Putnam  &  Archelaus  Dale  Agents  for  the 
North  parish  in  Danvers,  as  entred  the  K).  day  of  April  last. 

In  Council  Read  again  &  ordered  that  John  Bradbury  &  George  Leonard  Esqil^  with 
such  as  may  be  joined  l)y  the  Hon'j'«  House  be  a  Committee  to  take  this  petition  into  con- 
sidei'ation  and  make  report. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred  &  M''  Billing  M""  Fisher  &  Coll" 
Walker  are  joined."  —  Ibid.,  p.  210. 

"  June  4,  1772.  Tlic  Committee  appointed  Yesterday  on  the  Petition  of  Archelaus 
Putnam  and  Archelaus  Dale  Agents  for  the  North  Parish  in  Danvers,  reported  as 
their  Opinion  that  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  confirm  the  Agreement 
mentioned  in  their  petition. 

In  Council,  Read  &  Accepted  &  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  accordingly.    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  Ss  Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  211. 

"Relates  to  proceedings  in  a  particular  Town." — Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  Aug.  10,  1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  c,  48. 

Chap.  18.  "This  Act  was  principally  occasioned  by  the  bad  state  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
Bills  which  are  from  20  to  50  pr.  ct.  discount  and  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province 
are  Sufferers.  I  saw  no  inconvenience  in  their  joining  New  York  &  Jersey  Bills  with 
them  &  I  wish  to  keep  up  the  spirit  against  a  paper  medium,."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  19.  "  Nov.  7,  1770.  A  petition  of  William  Marean  and  Adam  Wheeler  in  behalf 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Hubbardston^  Setting  forth  —  That  a  Tax  of  one 
penny  4^*  Acre  was  laid  on  the  Lands  in  said  District  by  the  General  Court  in  1767  for 
making  and  repairing  of  Roads,  but  that  no  provision  was  made  to  inforce  the  payment 
of  said  Tax  from  such  proprietors  as  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same :  And 
praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  that  purpose  —  Also  setting  forth  That  they  have 
settled  a  Minister  but  are  poor  and  unable  to  build  a  meeting  house,  and  praying  that  a 
Tax  may  be  laid  on  all  the  Lands  of  the  nonresident  proprietors  for  three  Years  VizS 
three  pence  4P*  Acre  for  the  first  year,  two  pence  for  the  second,  and  one  penny  for  the 
third  year,  to  be  applyed  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  house  of  Representatives.  Read  and  ordered  that  the  petitioners  notify  the  non- 
resident proprietors  of  said  District  of  the  second  part  of  this  petition  by  inserting  the 
Substance  thereof  in  two  of  the  Boston  News  papers  Viz^  Edes  &  Gill's  and  Drapers  three 
weeks  Successively,  that  they  may  shew  Cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Thursdaj' 
of  the  next  Setting  of  this  Court  why  the  prayer  "thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In 
Council,  Read  and  Concurred." — Council  Records,  vol.  XXVIII.,  p.  360. 

"  Apr.  12,  1771.  A  Petition  of  William  Marean  &  Adam  Wheeler  in  behalf  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Uubbardston  —  Praying  for  a  Tax  on  the  Lands  of  the  nonresident  Proprie- 
tors—  as  entered  the  7  day  of  Novemr  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again,  together  with  the  answer,  and  Ordered  that  the  consideration 
thereof  be  referred  to  the  Session  of  the  General  Court  in  May  next.  Sent  down  for 
Concurrence.'  —  Ibid.,  p.  501. 

"  June  6,  1771.  A  Petition  of  William  Marean  and  Adam  Wheeler  a  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Hubbardston  —  Praying  for  a  Tax  on  the  Lands  of  the  nonresident  Proprie- 
tors to  be  applied  for  building  a  meeting  house  in  s4  District — as  entered  the  "7  day  of 
November  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  and  Ordered  that  Caleb  Gushing  Esq;  with  such  as  shall  be 
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joined  by  the  hon'^'°  House  be  a  Committee  to  take  tliis  Petition  with  the  answer  into  con- 
sideration, hear  the  parties  and  make  Report. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred  and  Cap5  M^Cobb  and  Mf  Bigelow 
of  Weston  are  joined. 

The  Committee  this  day  appointed  on  the  Petition  of  William  Marean  and  Adam 
Wheeler  a  Committee  of  the  District  of  Hubbardston  Reported  That,  having  heard  the 
parties,  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  said  Petition  be  dismissed ;  whereupon  the  follow- 
ing Order  passed  viz'  — 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered  that  this  Petition  be  dismissed  accord- 
ingly. In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred."  — /&«/.,  vol.  XXIX.. 
p.  20. 

"  Apr.  23,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Joseph  Grims  and  Joseph  Starrow  in  behalf  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Hubbardston  in  the  County  of  Worcester  —  Setting  forth  — 
That  the  Inhabitants  of  said  District  are,  in  general,  very  poor  and  new  beginners,  many 
of  them  having  lived  but  a  few  years  there;  that  their  labour  and  industry  have  very 
much  inhanced  the  value  of  the  Lands  which  are  principally  owned  by  nonresident  Pro- 
prietors; that  the  said  Inhabitants  have  lately  settled  a  Minister  and  laid  out  Roads, 
which  have  been  attended  with  considerable  charge ;  that  they  have  no  House  to  meet  in 
for  the  public  Worship  of  God,  except  a  small  Hut  built  by  them  to  be  improved  as  a 
School  House;  that  they  have  not  had  any  assistance  from  the  Proprietors  towards 
defreying  the  great  charges  they  have  been  at,  except  a  Tax  of  one  penny  4}/  Acre  for  one 
year.  And  praying  that  a  Tax  of  two  pence  <^  Acre  niay  be  laid  upon  all  the  Lands  in 
said  District,  yearly  lor  two  years  next  ensuing  to  be  applied  towards. building  a  Meeting 
house,  making  and  repairing  Roads  &c. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the 
nonresident  proprietors  of  Lands  in  said  District  by  causing  to  be  inserted  the  substance 
of  this  petition  and  this  Order  in  Edes  and  Gills  and  Drapers  news  papers  three  Weeks 
successively  that  they  may  have  opportunity  to  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court  why  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  should 
not  be  granted.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  189. 

"  June  12,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Joseph  Grims  and  Joseph  Starrow  in  behalf  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Hubbardston  —  Praying  that  a  Tax  of  two  pence  ijf^  Acre  Yearly  may  be  laid  on 
all  the  Lands  in  said  District  for  the  term  of  two  Years  to  enable  them  to  build  a  Meeting 
House  &  repair  Roads  in  the  said  District  —  as  entred  the  23  —  day  of  April  last. — 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  Answer  of  the  Nonresident  Proprietors,  and 
Ordered  that  James  Otis  &  Samuel  Dexter  Esql'  with  such  as  the  Hon'''"  House  shall  join 
be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  into  Consideration  hear  the  parties  &  iuake  Report. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred  and  M''  Lothrop  Cap'  Mosely  &  Cap' 
Doolittle  are  ioined."—  Ibid.,  p.  258 

"  July  2,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  12  day  of  June  last  on  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Grims  and  Joseph  Starrow  in  behalf  of  the  District  of  Hubbardston,  reported 
their  opinion,  that  the  said  Petition  be  dismissed. 

In  Council,  Read  &  accepted  and  ordered  that  the  said  Petition  be  dismissed  accord- 
ingly. In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Nonconcurred  and  Ordered  that  this 
Petition  be  recommitted.    In  Council  Read  &  Concurred." —  Ibid.,  p.  305. 

"  July  7,  1772.  George  Leonard,  Esq;  brought  down  a  Bill  for  granting  a  Tax  upon  all 
the  Lands  in  the  District  of  Hubbardston. 

Pass'd  in  Council,  viz.    In  Council,  Juli/  4,  1772.    Read  a  first  Time.    Julg  7,  Read  a 
second  Time,  and  pass'd  to  be  engross'd.    Sent  down  for  Concurrence. 
•  Read  the  first  Time,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  again  To-morrow  at  Twelve 
o'clock."  —  House  Journal,  p.  95. 

"  July  8,  1772.  A  Bill  for  granting  a  Tax  on  all  the  Lands  in  the  District  of 
Hubbardston. 

Read  the  second  Time,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Sprague  for  Amendment." — Ibid.,  p.  96, 

"  July  11,  1772.  A  Bill/or  granting  a  Tax  on  all  the  Land  in  the  District  of  Hubbards- 
ton. Read  the  third  Time,  and  pass'd  to  bo  engross'd.  Sent  up  for  Concurrence." — 
Rid.,  p.  109. 

"  July  14, 1772.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  District  of  Hubbardston,  by 
consent  of  parties,  reported  the  draft  of  a  Bill  intituled  *  an  Act  for  granting  a  Tax  of  two 
pence  •Jp''"  Acre  for  one  Year  next  to  come  &  of  one  penny  1^'  Acre  for  a  second  Year 
next  to  come  on  all  the  Lands  in  the  District  of  Hubbardston  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 
and  for  subjecting  the  Lands  of  such  of  the  Proprietors  as  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the 
said  Taxes  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  thereof.' 

In  Council,  Read  a  first  and  second  time  &  passed  to  be  Engrossed.  In  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Read  three  several  times  and  passed  a  concurrence' to  be  Engrossed."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  337. 

By  an  endorsement  on  the  bill  it  appears  that  it  was  read  a  first  time  in  the  House,  July  8, 
and  a  second  time,  July  9,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  with  amendments,  July  11 ;  but 
that  the  Council  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment,  and  adhered  to  their  own  vote; 
whereupon  the  House  voted  to  concur,  July  13. 

"  Relates  to  a  particular  Town  &  needs  no  remark." —  Gov.  Htitchinson  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  Aug.  10,  1772 :  "  Mass.  Bag,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.  0.,  48. 

Chap.  20.    "  Explains  itself."—  Ibid. 

Chap.  21.  "  July  1, 1771.  A  Petition  of  John  Wells  and  others  a  Committee  of  the 
District 'of  Shelburne  —  Setting  forth  —  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  District  are 
desirous  of  building  a  Meeting  house  and  settling  a  Minister  but,  consisting  only  of  about 
sixty  Families,  on  new  settlements,  are  unable  at  present  without  the  assistance  of  other 
Proprietors  of  Lands  within  said  District,  to  accomplish  the  same ;  That  the  Proprietors 
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of  the  unimproved  Lands  will  receive  great  advantage  by  the  settlement  of  the  Ministry 
in  the  said  Distriet.  And  praying  that  a  Tax  of  one  penny  ^  acre  by  the  year  may  be  laid 
on  all  the  unimproved  Lands  lying  in  said  District  for  the  term  of  four  years,  for  tlie  pur- 
poses aforesaid. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  On  the  Petition  of  John  Wells  and  others  —  Read 
and  Resolved  that  the  Peiitioners  notify  the  nonresident  Proprietors  of  the  District  of 
Shelburnc  by  inserting  the  substance  of  said  Petition  in  two  of  the  Boston  News  papers 
viz',  in  the  Boston  Gazette  printed  on  Mondays,  and  in  the  Massachusetts  Gazette  printed 
on  Thursdays  three  Weeks  successively  to  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court  why  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  should 
not  be  granted.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." — Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX., 
p.9d. 

"  Apr.  23,  1772.  A  Petition  of  John  Wells  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  Distriet  of 
Shelburnc,  praying  for  a  Tax  qf  one  penny  4^  acre  on  all  the  unhnproved  Lands  in  the 
said  District  for  the  term  of  four  years  —  as  entered  the  first  day  of  July  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  and  Ordered  that  the  consideration  of  this  Petition  be  referred 
to  the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court.  In  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  189. 

"  June  9,  1772.  A  Petition  of  John  Wells  &  others  a  Committee  of  the  District  of  Shel- 
burnc praying  that  a  Tax  of  one  penny  4^''  Acre  may  be  laid  on  all  the  unimproved 
Lands  in  the  said  District  for  the  term  of  four  Years,  as  entred  the  first  day  of  July 
1771- 

In  Council,  Read  again  &  Ordered  that  Benjamin  Greenleaf  and  Walter  Spooner  Esq™ 
with  such  as  the  Ilon'^'"  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  this  petition  into  Consid- 
eration &  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon.  In  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, Read  &  Concurred  &  Col"  Whitcomb  Cap'  Heath  and  M"^  Gorham  are  joined." — 
Ibid.,  p.  247. 

"June  12,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  9^1^  Instant  on  the  petition  of  John 
Wells  and  others  a  Connnittee  of  the  District  of  Shelljurne  reported  that  they  had 
attended  the  service  assigned  them  &  were  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  so 
far  granted  as  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  levying  and  ct)l- 
lecting  a  Tax  of  one  Penny  ^P*'' Acre  annually  for  three  Years  on  all  the  unimproved  Lands 
in  the  said  distriet  of  Sbclburne  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  ))etition. — 

Signed  — B.  Greenleaf  f^'  Order 

In  Council,  Read  &  accepted,  and  Ordered  that  the  i)etitioncrs  have  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  accordingly.    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  2G1. 

Chap.  23.  "June  9,  1768.  A  Petition  of  James  Lock  junT  Agent  for  the  Town  of 
Ashby  praying  for  a  Tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  '\p'  acre  on  the  Lands  of  the  nonresi- 
dent Pioprietors  for  five  years  in  order  to  assist  tlieni  in  their  infant  state  in  building  a 
Meeting  House  and  settling  a  JNIinister  in  the  said  Town. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Upon  the  Petition  of  James  Lock  junV  Agent  for  the 
Town  of  Ashby  praying  that  a  Tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  ^  Acre  may  be  laid  on  the 
nonresident  Proprietors  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  said  Petition  —  Read  and  Ordered 
that  the  Petitioners  noiify  the  nonresident  Proprietors  of  this  Petition  by  inserting  the 
substance  of  it  in  two  of  the  Boston  News  papers  three  weeks  successively  that  they  may 
shew  cause  on  the  sce(jnd  Thursday  of  the  next  sitting  of  this  Court  why  the  prayer 
thereof  should  not  be  granted.  And  the  Petitioner  is  directed  at  the  same  time  to  lay 
before  this  Com-t  an  account  of  the  number  of  Acres  of  unimproved  Lands  in  the  said 
Town  of  Ashby  belonging  to  the  nonresident  Proprietors  thereof.  In  Council,  Read  and 
Concurred." — Council  Records,  vol.  XXVII.,  p.  Sil. 

"  Apr.  13,  1771.  A  Petition  of  James  Locke  jun^  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Ashby  praying 
for  a  Tax  of  one  pennj'  halfpenny  ^  Acre  on  all  the  Lands  of  the  Nom'esident  Proprie- 
tors for  the  term  of  five  years  —  as  entered  the  9"'  of  June  1768  — 

In  Council,  Read  and  Ordered  that  this  Petition  be  revived  and  that  Benjamin  Green- 
leaf EsqV  with  such  as  shall  lie  joined  by  the  hon''.'''  House  be  a  Committee  to  take  this 
Petition  into  consideration  and  Report  what  they  think  proper  this  Court  should  do  thereon, 
the  adverse  party  having  been  notified  and  not  ajipearing  or  jnaking  answer  thereto. 

In  the  House  of  Rep'resentativcs,  Read  and  Concurred  and  Mv  Gardner  of  Stow  and 
Major  llartwell  are  joined."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  XXVIlI.,p.  507. 

"Apr.  17,  1771.  The  Committee  appointed  the  13  instant  on  the  Petition  of  James 
Locke  junl  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Ashby  reported  that  they  had  considered  the  same  and 
were  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  thereof  was  reasonal^le  and  ought  to  be  granted  —  where- 
upon the  following  Order  jjassed  \\z\ 

In  Council,  Rea'd  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  accordingly.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred."  —  Ibid, 
p.  r)19. 

Chap.  25.  Before  the  year  1761,  the  chief  travel  from  the  north  to  Salem,  which  was 
the  principal  seaport  of  Essex  County,  was  over  highways  which  had  been  laid  out  inland 
to  avoid  bridghig  or  ferrying  the  numerous  creeks  and  estuaries  with  which  the  sea-coast 
was  indented.  The  main  road  from  Ipswich  to  Boston  ran,  in  a  general  south-westerly 
direction,  through  Danvers;  a  branch  liiverging  at  the  part  of  Daiivers  now  Peabody,  to 
the  town  of  Salem  and  thence  to  Marblehead  beyond. 

In  1755,  some  inhabitants  of  Danvers  conceived  the  plan  of  damming  the  tide-water  of 
Crane  River  which  was  the  estuary  that  separated  Skelton's  Neck  in  Danvers  from  tlie 
ancient  farm  of  Governor  Endicott,  in  order  to  run  grist-mills  continuously  through  the 
year,  and  so  better  accommodate  the  farmers  of  several  adjacent  towns  who  had  usually 
brought  their  grists  to  the  mills  of  Danvers.  To  reach  these  new  mills  a  new  road  was 
laid  out  from  the  main  highway  at  a  point  remote  from  the  centre  of  the  town.    Against 
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this,  many  of  the  inhabitants  who  preferred  another  way  from  a  point  on  the  same  high- 
way nearer  the  centre  of  popnlation,  earnestly  protested.  The  objection  to  the  new  way  • 
was  as  much  on  account  of  an  apprehension  that  it  would  divert  custom  from  the  traders 
established  on  the  old  road  as  because  it  would  unnecessarily  increase  the  distance  from 
the  centre  of  the  town  to  the  new  mills,  and  largely  add  to  the  town  charges  for  main- 
taining highways. 

After  the  new  mills  had  been  erected  and  the  way  thereto  constructed  as  located,  the 
inhabitants  in  that  vicinity  applied  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  for  the  location  of  a  pri- 
vate way  Irom  the  new  mills  across  the  Endieoit  farm  to  the  shore  of  Waters's  or  Cow- 
house liivcr  —  which  was  another  considerable  estuary  separating  the  Ilndicott  farm  on 
the  south  from  the  North  Fields  in  Salem  —  and  so  across  the  river  to  the  opposite  shore. 
This  location  was  granted  under  the  act  providing  for  laying  out  private  ways  (1713-14 
chapter  8) ;  but  as  Waters's  River  was  a  navigable  stream  and  as  the  bridging  of  it  in  this 
manner  encountered  violent  opposition  from  a  large  part  of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  apply  to  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  a  new  location  of  the  way,  as  a  puljlic 
highway,  from  the  beginning  of  the  way  laid  out  to  the  new  mills,  in  1755,  to  the  dam  at 
the  mills,  and  thence  over  said  dam  and  across  the  Endicott  farm  and  the  new  bridge, 
which  had  been  hastily  erected  over  Waters's  River,  and  so  on  to  the  North  Bridge  in 
Salem,  following  the  line  of  the  ways  already  laid  out.  A  petition  was  accordingly  pre- 
sented for  this  purpose  to  the  Court  of  Sessions  at  Newbury  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  Sep- 
tember, 1760.  A  committee  appointed  to  view  the  premises  and  report  upon  the  necessity 
and  convenience  of  the  way  prayed  for,  reported  favorably,  and  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, reinforced  by  urgent  petitions  from  several  other  towns,  was  granted.  May  22, 
1761.  In  the  mean  time  the  inhaltirants  of  Danvcrs  who  were  opposed  to  the  new  way 
applied  to  the  General  Court  to  be  relieved  from  the  expense  of  maintaining  this  bridge 
and  for  an  order  to  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  a  temporary  stay  of  proceedings.  This 
seems  to  have  produced  no  other  result  than  a  vote  by  the  Representatives  for  an  order  of 
notice  on  the  petitioners  for  the  way,  and  for  a  stay  of  proceedings  until  the  further  order 
of  the  General  Court;  which  vote  was  not  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1761,  certain  of  the  parties  who  had  contributed  to  bidld  the 
bridge  applied  to  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  reimbursement  of  the  expense  which  they  had 
incurred  in  that  undertaking,  over  and  above  the  subscriptions  received  by  them,  which 
deficiency  amounted  to  about  £125.  This  claim  was  made  on  the  ground  that  the  bridge 
had  become  a  public  highway  free  to  all  ti-avellers,  and  therefore  that  there  was  no  otlicr 
method  of  securing  to  the  builders  a  return  of  their  outlay.  This  petition  was  followed  by 
an  application  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Danvcrs  for  relief  in  keeping  the  way  and 
bridges  in  repair,  and,  though  a  committee  appointed  by  the  court  reported  that  the 
county  defrayed  two-thirds  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  Lynn  Bridge,  and  one-half  the 
expense  of  maintaining  Ipswich  Bridge,  another  committee  subsequently  appointed  did 
not  report  in  favor  of  granting  anything  from  the  county  treasury  towards  building  this 
bridge,  notwithstanding  both  committees  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  bridge  was  of 
public  utility. 

The  bridge  had  been  so  slightly  constructed  that  it  was  several  times  made  impassable 
by  storms;  and,  it  was  so  baclly  injured  by  a  great  storm  early  in  1765  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  entirely  rebuild  it.  Soon  after  this  last  storm  a  town  meeting  was  held  to 
consider  what  course  the  town  would  take  in  regard  to  rebuilding  the  bridge.  On  the  15:h 
of  January,  1766,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Danvers  presented  a  memorial  to  the  General 
Court,  asking  for  "such  relief  in  the  premises  as  the  equity  and  justice  of  their  case  calls 
for."  A  month  later,  notice  on  this  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  published  in  two  of  the 
Boston  newspapers,  and  it  came  up  for  consideration  at  the  following  session,  and,  on  the 
13th  of  June,  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  session,  in  order  that  the  memorialists  might,  in  the  mean  time,  apply 
to  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  a  discontinuance  of  the  way.  In  July,  this  court  laid  a  line 
upon  the  town  for  not  repairing  the  bridge,  and  in  September  following,  a  town  meeting 
was  duly  notified  and  held,  in  which  twelve  votes  were  passed,  the  principal  purpose  of 
which  was  to  choose  a  committee  to  apply  to  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  a  discontinuance  of 
the  way.  The  committee  thus  chosen  accordingly  presented  a  petition,  at  the  September 
term,  praying  for  a  discontinuance  of  the  way  over  the  bridge;  but  the  petition  \va.s  dis- 
missed. The  memorialists  now  renewed  their  application  to  the  General  Court.  Their 
memorial  was  revived  and  recommitted,  and  the  committee  reported  that  the  bridge  should 
be  discontinued.  An  order  was  thereupon  passed  that  a  committee  of  both  branches 
repair  to  Danvers,  view  the  bridge,  consider  the  expediency  of  maintaining  it,  and  how  it 
should  be  supported,  and  report  at  the  next  May  session.  This  committee  reported,  June 
11,  1767,  that  the  bridge  "  is  of  general  utility  and  peculiarly  beneficial "  to  certain  towns 
and  proprietors  mentioned  and  that  it  ought  to  be  kept  up  and  maintained  by  a  tax  to  be 
assessed  one-half  upon  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  lands  between  Porter's  Corner 
in  Danvers  and  the  drawbridge  over  the  North  River  in  Salem;  one  fourth  part  l)y  the 
tu»vu  of  Danvers ;  one  sixteenth  part,  each,  by  the  towns  of  Topsfield  and  Wcnham ;  and 
one  eighth  part  by  the  town  of  Marblehead,  and  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 
The  House  refused  to  accept  this  report  and  passed  an  order  that  the  bridge  be  discon- 
tinued, but  the  Council  refused  to  concur  in  this  order. 

Thus  the  matter  stood  for  four  years,  when  the  Ijridge  having  been  damaged  by  another 
greiu  storm  the  inhabitants  of  Danvers  applied  to  the  General  Court  for  aid  in  rebuilding 
it.  The  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  April  10,  1771.  No  further  action  having 
been  taken,  the  petition  of  the  agent  for  the  town  of  Danvers  was,  the  next  year,  revived 
and  recommitted,  and  on  the  17th  of  April,  1772,  the  committee  reported  that  a  bill  be 
brought  in  authorizing  the  collection  of  tolls  for  the  maintenance  of  the  bridge.  This 
report  was  rejected,  and  the  petition  was  recommitted,  and  a  new  report  was  made,  the 
same  day,  that  the  bridge  be  discontinued.  This  report  was  also  rejected,  and  the  peti- 
tioners were  granted  leave  to  withdraw.    On  the  filth  of  June,  1772,  the  inhabitants  of 
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Danvers  made  a  new  application  for  relief,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Neck  at  the  same 
time  presented  the  following  petition,  which  is  preserved  in  the  first  volume  of  records  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Neck  of  Land :  — 

"  Province  of  the  )  To  bis  Excellency  Tho^  Hutchinson  Esq'.  Governour  of  Said  Prov- 
Massachusctts  Bay  >incc,  To  the  Honourable  his  Majesties  Council,  &  house  of  Repre- 

in  New  Ens^land.)  scntatives,  in  General  Court  Assembled,  Wednesday  y?  Third  Day  of 
June  AD  1772.— 

The  Petition  of  Benj^  Porter  &  Others,  humbly  Sheweth  your  Petitioners  are  Inhabitants 
of  the  South  Parish  in  Danvers  being  on  a  Neck  of  Land  which  is  the  Northerly  or  North- 
easterly Corner  or  Skirt  of  Said  Parish  where  a  Number  of  us  were  excited  (Some  years 
ago)  to  Settle  with  Just  Vews  to  Promote  our  own,  &  the  general  Intrest  of  the  Commu- 
ntty  which  Purposes  at  first  wo  had  a  Glowing  Prospect  fully  to  have  answer'd,  &  in 
order  to  t'eciiitate  the  above  Purposes  &  Designs  it  was  thought  propper  that  a  Highway 
Should  be  Laid  out  for  your  Petitioners  more  Conveniently  Passing  and  Repassing  to  & 
from  the  place  ofPublick  Worship,  in  the  South  Parish  aboves''.  also  to  fecilitate  the 
in-tercourse  of  your  Petitioners  &  others  whose  buisincss  frequently  calls  them  to  the 
Mills,  in  this  Place  with  the  markets  of  the  Town  of  Salem,  &  Marblehead  &c.  and  accord- 
ingly a  Highway  was  some  years  ago  Laid  out  by  the  Select  Men  of  the  Town  of  Danvers, 
&  established  by  the  Honourable  Court  of  Sessions,  &  a  Bridge  Built  over  Waters's  River 
So  Call'd  which  lias  Occationed  (in  the  Humble  Opinion  of  your  Petitioners)  many  need- 
less Disputes  in  the  Town  of  Danvers  which  Disputes  have  been  Stired  up  as  we  conceive 
by  some  few  men  who  Live  on  the  old  Road,  in  the  South  Parish  Aboves<3.  and  are  con- 
cerned in  the  Retailing  &  Shop  keeping  Buisincss  &c.and  who  conceit  they  Sell  some  few 
goods  &c.  the  Less  by  Reason  Some  Part  of  the  Travelling,  is  conveniently  &  Necessa- 
rily turn'd  the  New  way  and  whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Danvers  by  their 
Agent  Preferred  a  Petition  to  the  great  &  General  Court,  at  their  last  Sessions  Praying  that 
the  Town  of  Danvers  may  be  relieved  of  the  great  Charge  of  Building  &  keeping  in 
Repair  the  said  way  &  Bridge,  and  as  we  understand  the  said  agent  urged  for  a  Toll  to 
be  laid  on  said  Bridge,  which  would  be  a  great  Burthen  on  your  Petitioners 

And  whereas  your  Petitioners  being  Sensal)le  of,  and  atfectcd  with  the  Strife  and  debate 
which  the  Building  Said  Bridge  &  keeping  in  Repair  Said  way  has  already  occationed  in  the 
said  Town  of  Danvers  therefore  in  order  that  all  Strife  and  Debate  relative  thereto  may 
cease,  &  that  the  Town  may  be  eased  of  the  alarming  Charge  so  much  complaned  of,  & 
that  unanimity  &  Peace  in  that  respect  may  be  restored,  &  Established  to  the  Town  your 
Petitioners  with  Due  Submission  take  Leave  to  Signify  to  your  Excellency  &  honours  that 
we  your  Petitioners  Living  on  the  Land  or  whosoever  Shall  Settle  or  improve  Said  Lands 
Bounded  as  followeth,  (will  Take  all  future  Charge  of  Repairing  Said  way  &  Bridge  from 
Porter  Corner  to  the  Easterly  End  of  Waters's  Bridge  on  ourselves  &  heirs  forever  in 
Case  your  Excellency  &  Honours  will  excuse  us  from  being  at  the  charge  of  Supporting 
any  other  Highways  within  the  Town  of  Danvers)  Beginning  at  the  Bridge  by  John 
Verry's  in  Danvers  Commonly  Called  Crane  River  Bridge,  thence  Running  Down  the 
♦  Channel  to  Liev'.  Tho».  Stevens's  Land,  about  Thirty  Poles  above  the  Mill  Damm  by  a 

cove  in  the  Mill  Pond  thence  Runing  on  a  streight  Line  as  s'\  Stevens's  fence  now  Stands 
till  it  Strikes  Waters's  River  near  the  Bridge  on  the  West  Side  and  across  s^  River  to 
highvvater  Mark  thence  Down  s^  Waters's  River  to  frost  Fish  Brook  river  So  Called,  at 
Lowwater  Mark  thence  up  the  Channel  of  s'J  River  to  the  Bridge  called  frostfish  Brook 
Bridge,  on  Ipswich  Road,  thence  on  the  easterly  Side  of  s4  Road  to  Crane  River  Bridge 
above  Mentioned.— 

Therefore  your  Petitioners  humbly  Pray  your  Excellency  &  and  Honours  would  take 
this  our  Petition  under  your  wise  &  Juditious  Consideration  and  grant  us  our  Request,  or 
dismiss  any  Petition  that  may  be  offered  from  the  Inhabitants  of  s.'  Town  of  Danvers 
respecting  s"!  Bridge  or  otherways  relieve  your  Petitioners  as  you  in  your  great  Wisdom 
Shall  Think  Propper,  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray — 
Natui-lBkown  Patrick  Carroll  Benja  Porter 

Aaron  Ciiever  Walter  Perkins  Israel  Hutchinson 

Israel  Smith  Eben"  Dale  Samii-Dutch 

Thqs  Stephens  Will"*' Town  Nath '-i- Putnam 

BENJ^  Sawyer." 

On  the  second  of  July,  1772,  both  these  petitions  were  referred  to  a  committee  who,  on 
the  same  day,  reported  "that  the  pcftitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose 
of  their  petitions."    Accordingly  the  present  chapter  was  reported  and  passed. 

This  act  continued  in  force  until  March  7,  1840,  when  it  was  repealed  by  chapter  21,  of 
the  acts  of  that  year.  In  1794  the  bridge  Avas  rebuilt  with  stone,  towards  which  the  county 
contributed  £170;  and  the  highway  was  altered  and  widened  in  1802. 

"Relates  to  the  Affiiirs  of  a  particular  Township:"  —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  oj 
Trade,  Aug.  10,  1772 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  81,  O.o.,  48, 

Chap.  26.  "  June  21,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Jonathan  Randall  and  five  other  Persons 
Inhabitants  of  Bridgwater  and  Braintree  — Setting  forth  — That  there  has  been  for  many 
Years  past  a  dispute  subsisting  respecting  the  Line  between  the  Counties  of  Suffolk  and 
Plymouth  commonly  called  tiic  Colony  "line,  and  that  different  Lines  have  been  estab 
lished  by  the  Superiour  Court  at  different  times,  which  has  thrown  many  Families,  whose 
Estates  are  bounded  on  that  line,  into  great  confusion.  That  there  are  two  Law  Suits 
now  depending  respecting  the  said  Line  &  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  an  end  being  put  to 
further  Suits  without  the'intcrposition  of  this  Court.  And  praying  that  a  Committee  may 
be  appointed  (not  Inhabitants  of  either  of  the  said  Counties)  to  run  the  Line  aforesaid  and 
that  it  may,  by  an  Act  of  this  Court,  be  established. 

In  the  liouse  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Ordered  that  Coll".  Walker  Doctor  Tufts  and 
Capt".  Greenleaf  with  such  as  the  hon'^ie  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  this 
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Petition  into  consideration  and  report.  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred  and  Artemas 
"Ward  &  Caleb  Cushing  Esq",  are  joined."— CoM?ice7  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  289. 

"  July  2,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Jonathan  Thayer  and  others.  Setting  forth  — That  they 
arc  the  owners  of  a  great  part  of  the  Grant  made  by  the  General  Court  to  the  Town  of 
Boston  bounding  Southerly  on  the  Colony  line,  and  the  Grant  made  to  Lieu'.  Peregrine 
White,  by  the  Colony  of  New  Plimouth,  bounding  Northerly  on  said  Colony  line;  and, 
as  said  Grants  are  opposite  each  to  the  other,  it  is  disputed  by  the  Petitioners  where  said 
Colony  line  runs  which  divides  said  Grants.  That  said  dispute  has  occasioned  many 
Law  Suits  and  two  are  now  depending  in  the  Superiour  Court  in  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
And  praying,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  said  dispute,  that  a  Committee  may  be  ap- 
pointed (who  are  not  Inhabitants  of  either  of  the  Counties  of  Suffolk,  Plymouth  and 
Bristol)  to  ascertain  the  said  line,  and  that  it  may  be  established  by  an  Act  or  Law  of  the 
Government. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Ordered  that  Col".  Walker,  Docf.  Tufts  and 
Cap'.  Greenleaf  with  such  as  the  honb'<=  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  this 
Petition  into  Consideration  and  report.  In  Council  Read  &  Concurred  and  Artemas  Ward 
and  Caleb  Cushing  Esq'*,  arc  joined."  —  Ibid.,  p.  307. 

"July  7,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Petitions  of  Jonathan  Randall  & 
others  and  of  Jonathan  Thayer  and  others  made  the  following  report  viz'. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Randall  and  others  and 
the  petition  of  Jonathan  Thayer  and  others,  have  attended  the  service  and  fuliv  heard  the 
parties  and  are  of  opinion  that  a  Committee  with  a  skillful  Surveyor  be  appointed  to 
repair  to  Bridgwater  and  run  the  Line  of  New  Plymouth  Colony,  so  called,  from  Accord 
Pond  to  Angle  Tree,  and  that  said  Committee  notify  all  Persons  whose  Interest  may  be 
affected  by  the  running  of  said  line,  by  giving  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  Meet- 
ing for  that  Purpose  in  two  of  the  Boston  News  Papers  three  Weeks  successively,  at  least 
one  Month  before  the  time  of  their  Meeting,  and  that  said  Committee  make  report  of  their 
doings  thereon  to  this  Court  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  same. 
And  that  all  Lawsuits  commenced  &  now  depending  by  reason  of  the  uncertainty  of  said 
line  be  staid  in  the  mean  time.  —  All  which  is  humbly  submitted  — 

Artemas  Waisd  i{P'r.  Order 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  thereupon  Ordered  that  Artemas  Ward  Esq'',  with 
such  as  the  Hon'j'«  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned, 
to  make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  this  Court  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next 
Session  for  their  consideration  ;  And  that  all  Lawsuits  commenced  and  now  depending 
by  reason  of  the  uncertainty  of  s^J.line  be  staid  in  the  mean  time.  In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, RcMd  &  Concurred  &  Coll".  Whitcomb  and  Maj''.  Fuller  are  joined. 
^  In  Council.  Ordered  that  John  Child  jun"'.  of  Holden,  &  in  case  he  cannot  attend  then 
Daniel  Clap  of  Rutland  be  the  Surveyor  for  the  purpose  aboveinentioned.  In  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred.    Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  310 

"  Jan.  14,  1773.  The  following  Report  was  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned  viz'  — 

The  Committee  appointed  by  this  Court  the  last  Session  to  run  the  line  from  Accord 
Pond  to  Angle  tree,  have  attended  that  service,  having  first  duly  notilied  all  parties  con- 
cerned of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  proceeded  to  Hingham  at  the  time  appointed 
with  M''.  John  Child  the  Surveyor  appointed  by  this  Court  to  run  said  line  and  there  heard 
the  parties:  Then  your  Committee  repaired  to  a  monument  of  Stones  standing  on  the 
westerly  side  of  said  Pond  nearl}'  opposite  to  the  center  thereof,  which  UiOnunient  all  par- 
ties agreed  to  be  the  monument  from  which  your  Conmiittee  should  take  their  departure ; 
that  being  done  your  Committee  agreed  to  run  a  certain  point,  namely.  West  twenty  two 
degrees  and  an  half  South  to  the  Bay  Road  so  called  in  Bridgwater,  which  point  they 
run,  measuring  at  certain  stations  the  distances  they  run  from  the  line  made  by  Col°. 
Thaxter  and  Cap'.  Thomson  in  seventeen  hundred  and  thirteen  and  the  distance  from  the 
Line  made  by  CoKThaxter  in  seventeen  hundred  and  twenty  five;  When  your  Conmiit- 
tee  had  run  to  the  Bay  Road  aforesaid,  they  rode  to  the  Tree  called  Angle  I'ree  standing 
between  Attleborough  and  Wrentham,  which  Tree  was  the  only  tree  any  person  would 
undertake  to  shew  to  your  Committee  as  Angle  tree.  From  which  Tree  your  Committee 
agreed  and  run  East  twenty  degrees  and  a  quarter  north  down  to  the  Bay  Road  aforesaid, 
observing  the  distance  they  run  from  sundry  monuments  said  to  be  made  by  Col". Thaxter 
and  Cap'.  Thomson  in  the  line  run  in  seventeen  hundred  and  thirteen.  By  means  of 
which  your  Committee  find  to  run  from  the  Monument  aforesaid  at  Accord  pond  West 
twenty  degrees  and  an  half  South  will  lead  on  to  many  of  the  bounds  said  to  be  made  by 
Col'^.  Thaxter  and  Cap'.  Thomson  on  the  line  run  in  the  year  Seventeen  hundred  and  thir-  * 

teen  and  strike  the  Tree  aforesaid  called  Angle  tree.  And  your  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  return  of  the  doings  of  the  Committee  in  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-four 
is  vague  and  uncertain,  and  that  the  line  run  in  Seventeen  hundred  &  twenty  five  is  incon- 
sistent, And  your  Conunittee  are  further  of  the  opinion  the  line  run  in  the  year  Seventeen 
hundred  and  thirteen  is  the  only  line  that  has  been  properly  run  out  and  marked  —  All 
which  is  humbly  submitted.  Aktemas  Ward  ^  Order 

In  Council.  The  aforewritten  Report  being  read,  Ordered  that  James  Otis,  Walter 
Spooner  and  Caleb  Cushing  Esq",  with  such  as  may  be  joined  by  the  honi*'"  House  be  a 
Committee  to  take  the  same  into  considciation  hear  the  parties,  who  arc  now  attending 
for  that  purpose  and  report  what  they  think  proper  this  Court  should  do  thereon. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  noncurred  and  Resolved  that  the  considera. 
tion  of  the  aforewritten  report  be  referred  to  Wednesday  the  27  instant  at  eleven  'oCclock 
A  M,  the  parties  then  to  be  heard  in  person  or  by  Council  before  the  whole  Court  upon 
the  subject  matter  of  said  Report,  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the 
Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  378. 

"  Jan.  27, 1773.  AVilliam  Brattle  Esq^  from  the  Board  went  down  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives with  a  Message  proposing  that  the  hearing  which  was  to  have  been  on  this 
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day  upon  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Thayer  and  others  and  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Ran- 
dall and  others  be  postponed  to  Wednesday  the  10">  day  of  February  next,  if  the  General 
Court  be  then  sitting,  if  not,  to  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General 
Court. 

M'.  Hancock  from  the  House  of  Representatives  came  up  to  the  Board  with  a  Message 
to  acquaint  tlicm  that  the  House  agreed  to  their  proposal.  —  Ibid.,  p.  419. 

"Feb.  9,  1773.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  the  hearing  before 
this  Court  on  the  Petitions  of  Jonathan  Thayer  and  others  and  Jonathan  Randall  and 
others  which  was  to  have  been  had  on  the  morrow,  be  referred  till  Wednesday  the  16 
instant,  if  this  Court  shall  then  be  sitting,  otherwise  till  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next 
sitting  of  the  General  Court,  by  reason  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Counsel  of  one  of  the 
parties.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  473. 

"  Feb.  19,  1773.  The  following  Order  passed  on  the  Report  of  Artemas  Ward  Esa^ 
and  others  of  runing  the  line  from  Accord  pond  to  Angle  Tree  viz'. 

In  Council.  A  hearing  being  had  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  foregoing  report,  Ordered 
that  William  Brattle,  James  Otis  and  Samuel  Dexter  Esq",  with  such  as  the  hon^'e  House 
may  join  be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report  what  they  may  judge  proper  for  this 
Court  further  to  do  thereon.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred,  and 
Col°.GiIl)ert  M^  Bridgham,  Cap'.  Greenlcaf  and  D^  Holton  are  joined. 

In  Council.  Ordered  that  Caleb  Cushing  Esq"",  be  of  the  Committee  in  the  room  of 
William  Brattle  Esq^  who  is  absent.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Con-- 
curred." — Ibid.,  p.  507. 

The  next  proceeding  in  this  matter  was  an  order  of  the  House,  on  the  24th  of  February, 
to  request  the  Council  to  send  down  the  petitions  of  Randall  and  Thayer,  and  the  accom- 
pany mg  papers,  which  was  accordingly  done  the  same  day;  and,  on  the  3rd  of  March, 
the  bill  of  this  act  was  read  in  the  House  and  referred  to  a  committee,  and  two  days  later 
passed  to  be  enacted  there. 

•'This  Act  was  intended  to  set  aside  Orders  of  the  General  Court  v/hich  had  been  con- 
.'itrued  in  the  Courts  of  Judicature,  to  determine  both  Property  and  Jurisdiction,  and  as 
Ijpst  drawn  it  not  only  declared,  that  this  Act,  nor  no  former  Order  of  the  General  Court 
should  atrect  Property  bounded  upon  the  line,  between  the  two  Colonies,  but  it  finally 
passed  in  this  form,  and  now  extends  to  those  former  Orders,  no  farther,  than  they  re- 
spected Jurisdiction." — Gov.  Hutchinsoji  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17,  1773:  '^  Mass. 
Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p  ,  14. 

Chap.  27.  "  Boston  ss,  To  the  Hon'^'s.  His  Majestys  Justices  of  the  peace  within  the 
Town  of  IBoston,  and  the  Gentlemen  Selectmen  of  said  Town.  — 

The  petition  of  Subscribers  freeholders  &  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  of  Boston. — 

Sheweth, 

That  by  the  late  great  Fire  which  happened  in  Boston  on  the  third  day  of  February 
Current  most  of  the  dwelling  houses  and  Buildings  in  Paddys  Alley  so  called  were  Con- 
sumed, as  also  several  other  houses,  whereby  the  lands  whereon  they  stood  are  become 
void,  and  vacant,  that  said  lane  was  very  narrow,  but  from  its  situation  was  extremely 
beneficial  and  useful  to  the  Inhabitants,  great  numbers  of  whom  were  necessarily  obliged 
to  pass  and  Repass  the  same  every  day,  there  being  scarce  any  street  in  Town  more  im- 
proved by  the  Inhabitants  then  this  lane  was,  that  it  is  still  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
a  street  or  passage  way  there,  otherwise  such  of  the  Inhabitants  who  were  burnt  out  but 
are  still  able  to  Rebuild  will  not  do  it,  and  as  the  greatest  part  of  the  lands  from  Middle 
street  to  Ann  street  are  by  this  fire  become  vacant,  a  very  Commodious  street  may  be  laid 
out,  Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  your  Honors  to  take  the  premisses  into  your  immediate 
consideration  and  that  you  will  take  such  Methode  in  laying  out  a  street  there,  as  the  Law 
of  the  province  directs  and  Impowers  your  honors  in  such  Cases  to  do,  and  that  you'l 
please  to  do  it  as  soon  as  may  be  for  that  the  season  of  the  year  for  Rebuilding  is  now  ad- 
vancing fiist,  and  a  delay  herein  may  be  very  prejudicial  to  those  who  intend  to  rebuild. — 
And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray  &<■.  — 

Boston  Fotir  20ti»  1767. 


Leach  Harris 

Henry  Atkins  JunR 

Sam  Gray 

John  Greenough 

John  Webb 

Jonathn  Cary 

Tho8  Newell 

John  Taylor 

Nathi-  Greenwood   junb 

EdwP  Gyles 

Jam»  Butler 

Alex.  Hill 

Tho:  Fletcher 

Habijah  Savage 

Benja  Procter 

Nat.  Barber 

Peter  Boyer 

Thos  Highborn  Jun 

Theo.  Lillie 

Thos  Atkins 

Christo  Ranks 

Thos  Badger 


GiBBiNS  Sharp 
BENJf-  Jepson 
John'  Boune 
Joseph  Gendell 
Samuel  Ridgway 
Fitch  Pool 
Nath  Rogers 
Thos  Boylston 
Shippie  Townsend 
Jno  Cookson 
Tho9  Highborn 
N  ATHi'i'  Parkman 
Samuel  Appleton 
Sabi".  Ridgway  Jun 
Thos  Bell 
Henry  Stanbridge 
Jon*  Brown 
Ebenk  Ridgway 
Jn?  Barrett 
Joseph  Tyler 
W  Webb 
Wm  Dawes 


John  Revere 
JoNf  Dakin 
Giles  Brewer 
Benja  Richardson 
Joseph  Jackson 
Thomas  Capron 
Edward  Ross 
John  Rogers 
James  Seward 
William  Codnkr 
Samuel  Whitney 
John  Gould 
Nath!-  Hall 
RoRT  Gould 
Tho  :  Brown 
John  Baker 
Edw"?  Foster 
Elias  Thomas 
John  Savage 
Wm  Powell 
Simon  Elliot 
Willm  Davw 


[Notes.] 


PROVINCE  Laws.  — 1772-73. 


271; 


Thos  Sherburne 
David  Bellcher 
John  Wise 
JoNA  Gushing 
Robert  Balls 
Sami-.i-  Fletcher 
Tho  Emmons 

WlLL-M    Sl.MPKINS 

RoiiERT  Rand 
Nathi-  B.vlch 
Margt  Fletcher 
Jona  Williams 
Richd  Duncomb 
Wm  Homes 
Nath^-''  Holmes 
FoiM'sQ  Vernon 
SamV   Minott 
Ja?  Thompson 
BartY  Kneeland 
John  Coburn 
Wm  Wingfield 
Sam  Abbot 
Benj   Hallowell  JR 
John  Erving   jun 
Jam?  Warden 

EZEkl;  GOLDTHWAIT 


Joseph  Belknap 
Sam'-  Barrett 
Wm  Whitwell 
JosiAH  Waters 
Nat  Abraham 
Thos  Greenough 
Samuel  Ballord 
Rob  Hewes 
Richard  Billings 
Geo  Bethune 
NicHO  Botlston 
Isaac  Smith 
Increase  Blake 
Benj^  Homer 
Samuel  Pepper 
David  Gleason 
Eleazer  Johnson 
Thos  Waldo 
Arnold  Welles. 
Tho?  Maccartt 
Thomas  Gray 
John  Leverett 
James  Perkins 
Jn9  Spooneb 
Saml  Partridge 
Edward  Payne."  — 


Job  Prince 
JosH  Henderson 
Sami-  Deming 
Henderson  Inches 
Benj  Austin 
SamI'  Hughes 
John  Whatley 
Philip  Freeman 
Martin  Gay 

J.   CONDY 

Stephen  Whiting 
Will"*  Baker  Junb 
Ja»  Bridgham 
Ja«  Jackson 
John  Perkins   jun" 
John  Scollay 
Moses  Gill 
Eben.  Hancock. 
Caleb  Blaxchard 
Daniei,  Parker 
SamV  Downe 
William  Gray 
Samuel  Austin 
Dan^  Waldo 
Cornelius  Thayer 
Boston  Toicn-files. 


"  The  Justices  of  Peace  for  tbe  County  of  Suffolk  dwelling  in  Boston  in  the  said  County 
and  the  Selectmen  of  said  Town  having  received  a  Petition  from  a  considcraljle  number 
of  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  setting  forth  —  That  tbe  greatest  part  of  tlie  Lands  from 
Middle  Street  to  Ann  Street  are  by  the  Fire  which  happened  in  Boston  on  the  third  Day 
of  February  1767.  become  desolate  &  vacant  —  that  Paddys  Alley  so  called  which  runs 
through  those  Lands,  tho'.  very  narrow,  was  from  its  situation  extremely  benclicial  and 
usefuT  to  the  S'^.  Inhabitants  there  being  scarce  any  Street  in  Town  more  improved  by 
them  than  said  Alley  was,  and  that  it  is  still  ahsolutcl}'^  necesary  to  have  a  Way  there  — 
therefore  praying  that  they  would  take  the  Premisses  into  consideration,  and  lay  out  a 
commodious  Street  there,  whereby  such  of  the  Inhabitants  aforesaid  as  were  burnt  out, 
but  are  still  able  may  be  encouraged  to  Re-build  — 

Whereupon  we  Samuel  Wells,  Joshua  Winslow,  Richard  Dana,  Foster  Hutchinson, 
John  Ruddock,  Nathaniel  Balston,  John  Hill,  Edmund  Qnincy,  John  Avery,  John  Tuder 
being  the  major  part  of  his  Majestys  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  aforesaid  dwell- 
ing in  the  Town  of  Boston  aforesaid  —  And  we  Joseph  Jackson,  Samuel  Sewall,  John 
Hancock,  William  Phillips,  Timothy  Newell,  &  John  Rowe  being  the  major  part  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  same  Town,  having  carefully  viewed  the  said  Alley,  and  the  Lands  so 
made  desolate,  on  each  side  of  it,  and  duly  considered  the  Premisses,  have  for  the  conve- 
niency  &  accommodation  of  that  place  &  of  the  Inhabitants  aforesaid,  pursuant  to  the 
power  given  us  by  a  Law  of  this  Province,  made  in  the  Fourth  Year  of  K :  William,  &  Q. 
Mary  intitled  'An  Act  for  Building  with  Stone  or  Brick  in  the  Town  of  Boston  &  prevent- 
ing Fire'  —  stated  laid  out  &  established  a  Street  through  vacant  &  desolated  [Lands 
afores*]'!  [widening  the*]  aforesaid  Alley  or  part  of  it,  in  manner  &  form  following,  that 
is  to  say,  be^ning  at  the  Northeasterly  Corner  of  the  Yard  behind  the  Brick  Dwelling- 
house  belonging  to  y".  Heirs  of  M^  Andrew  Tyler  deceased  &  running  south  a  little 
Westerly  alo'ng  by  the  back  of  the  said  House  &  across  the  said  Alley,  including  it.  Nine- 
teen feet  &  eleven  Inches,  which  Line  is  at  the  Eastern  end  of  the  same  new  Street,  then 
turning  &  running  West  a  little  Northerly  on  the  Southerly  side  of  the  same  Street,  three 
&  thirty  feet,  then  running  West  more  Northerly  making  a  small  bend,  a  hundred  &  fifty 
feet  &  nine  Inches,  then  runing  West  more  Northerly,  to  the  House  of  Thomas  Em- 
mons, ninety  &  four  feet  &  six  Inches  then  turning  North,  a  little  Eastwardly,  crossing 
the  said  Alley,  strait  along  bv  the  end  of  M'.  Gedneys  House,  now  occupied  by  William 
Crombey,  thirty  feet  (which  Line  is  at  the  Westerly  end  of  the  same  Street)  then  return- 
ing East,  a  little  Southerly,  on  the  Northerly  side  of  the  same  Street,  ninety  one  feet, 
then  running  East  less  Southerly,  sixty  five  feet,  where  it  measures  across  to  the  South 
side  or  line,  thirty  five  feet,  then  runing  East  again,  something  more  Southerly  home 
to  the  said  Brick-house  Eighty  four  feet  &  six  Inches  then  turnim,'  South  a  little  West- 
erly, along  by  the  same  House  to  the'Corner  thereof  nine  feet  &  seven  Inches,  then  turn- 
ing the  said  Corner  &  runing  along  by  the  same  House  to  the  aforesaid  Corner  of  the  Yard 
aforesaid  twenty  eight  feet  &  about  eleven  Inches,  where  the  said  new  Street  ends.  And 
we  have  laid  &  set  off  all  the  Lands  of  every  Person  whomsoever  included  &  falling  within 
the  Lines  &  Boundaries  afores''  into  the  same  new  Street  which  is  particularly  represented 
&  delineated  in  the  foregoing  Plan  to  remain  &  continue  a  part  and  parcel  thereof  for 
ever  — In  Witness  whereof  we  hereto  set  our  Hand,  this  16';' Day  of  April  Anno  Domini 
1767  — 

Samuel  Welles.  John  Ruddock  Joseph  Jackson 

Joshua  Winslow.  John  Hill  Samuel  Sewall 

R  Dana  Edm:Quincy  John  Hancock 

Foster  Hutchinson  John  Avery  Wj'  Phillips 

Nathani- Balston  John  Tudor  Tim"  Newell."  — iftirf. 

*  Paper  matilated. 
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"  M'.  Gedney  to  pay  £3  Heirs  of  Robert  Henry  3 

Joseph  Jackson  3  Robert  Ball  80 

Mcriaras  heirs  1  Mi'  Newman  25 

John  Bryant  2  M7  Fletcher  20 

Asa  Stodder  .  4  Town  177 :10 

Thomas  Emmons  5  

323 :10."— Ibid. 
"Met  August  19  1767— Present 
Justices —  Selectmen 

Samuel  Wells  Esq  Joseph  Jackson  Esq 

Richard  Dana  Esq  Samuel  Sewall  Esq 

Foster  Hutchinson  Esq  William  Phillips  Esq 

•  Joshua  Wiuslow  Esq  John  Rowe  Esq 

Belcher  Noyes  Esq 
John  Kill  Esq 
John  Avery  Esq 
John  Tuder  Esq 
Edmund  Quincy  Esq 
The  Question  was  put  Whether  there  shall  be  a  reconsideration  of  what  has  been 
done  relative  to  laying  out  a  New  Street  in  Paddys  Alley  —  passed  in  the  Negative."— 
Ibid. 

"  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq''  Governor  and  Commander  in  chief  in  and 
over  His  Majestys  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England;  To  The  Honour- 
able His  Majestys  Council;  and  To  The  Honorable  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  Assembled  February  the  11'.''  1773. 

The  petition  of  Andrew  Tyler  of  Dedham  in  said  province  Clerk,^xecutor  to  the  last 
Will  and  Testament  of  M?  Meriam  Tyler  late  of  Boston  Widow  deced,  for  and  in  behalf 
of  himself  and  the  other  Heirs  to  the  said  Meriam  Tyler  Humbly  sheweth 

That  the  said  Meriam  Tyler  died  possess'd  of  a  large  Brick  dwelling  House  with  the  Land 
adjoining  situate  in  Ann  Street  in  said  Boston,  Butting  Easterly  on  said  Ann  Street,  South- 
erly on  Paddys  Alley  so  call'd,  Westerly  on  Land  now  or  late  belonging  to  W?  Scott, 
and  Northerly  on  Land  of  Jonathan  Williams.  Your  petitioner  further  sheweth  that  in 
the  Fire  which  happened  in  February  1767  Sundry  Houses  were  Burnt  in  said  Alley,  and 
the  House  and  Fence  of  the  said  Meriam  Tyler  was  damaged,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  then  Select  Men  with  the  Justices  of  said  Boston  Widened  the  said  Alley,  runing  a 
Line  thi-ough  the  said  Meriam  Tylers  Land  which  takes  otf  almost  the  whole  thereof  to 
the  very  great  detriment  and  near  total  destruction  of  said  Estate,  in  such  manner  as  to 
lay  near  all  the  back  part  of  said  large  House  open  to  said  Alley  which  renders  it  in  a 
manner  uninhabitable.  Your  pettitioner  further  sheweth  that  he  hath  applied  to  the 
present  Gentlemen  Select  Men  of  said  Boston  for  Redress  and  they  are  pleas'd  to  say  that 
the  said  Line  so  run  as  aforesaid  is  a  vei-y  great  hardship  on  your  petitioner  and  the  other 
heir8,aud  is  of  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  Town  or  the  Abutters,  inasmuch  as  the  said  Alley 
in  that  part  is  much  wider  than  it  is  or  can  be  in  many  other  parts,  especially  at  the  en- 
trance on  said  Ann  Street  where  the  Ell  part  of  said  House  leaves  an  opening  of  only 
Five  or  Six  feet  into  the  said  Alley:  the  said  Select  Men  further  say  that  were  they 
impowered  they  should  be  dispos'd  to  run  the  said  Line  anew,  to  the  relief  of  your  peti- 
tioner and  more  to  the  advantage  of  said  Town  and  all  concern'd  provided  your  petitioner 
will  consent  to  the  taking  down'the  said  Ell  part  of  the  House.  Your  petitioner  further 
sheweth  that  he  will  consent  to  the  taking  down  said  Ell  part  of  the  House  provided  the 
Line  be  run  from  the  Southeast  corner  of  the  Main  House  so  as  to  make  said  Alley  of 
equal  wedth  from  Front  to  Rear  of  said  Land ;  and  provided  that  he  be  paid  for  the  said 
Ell  part  of  the  House  and  the  Land  that  shall  be  then  taken  from  it,  as  the  same  shall  be 
apprais'd  by  a  Jury  agreeable  to  the  Law  of  the  province  in  that  case  provided,  considera- 
tion also  being  had  to  the  Repairs  that  will  in  that  case  become  necessary  on  that  side  of 
the  said  House  from  which  the  said  Ell  part  shall  be  so  taken.  Your  petitioner  further 
sheweth  that  the  Lands  taken  into  said  Alley  as  aforesaid  have  not  yet  been  apprais'd  as 
the  Law  directs  so  that  the  ditficulty  of  altering  on  that  Account  is  obviated. 

Your  petitioner  Therefore  prays,  That  your  Excellency  and  Honours  will  empower  the 
said  Select  Men  or  other  persons  to  make  such  alterations  in  said  Alley  as  shall  seem 
meet  to  them ;  or  Grant  him  and  the  other  heirs  such  Relief  as  in  your  known  Wisdom  and 
goodness  you  shall  think  fit;  And  Your  petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

Andrew  Tyler." — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  121,  p.  499. 
"  Feb.  11,  1773.    A  Petition  of  Andrew  Tyler,  Executor  of  the  last  Will  and  Testament 
of  Miriam  Tyler,  of  Boston,  deceased ;  praying  that  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  Town 
of  Boston,  and  the  Selectmen  of  said  Town,  may  be  empowered  to  lay  out  a  Street,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  Petition. 

Read  and  committed  to  Capt.  Farley,  Capt.  Heath,  Capt.  Allen,  Col.  Thayer  and  Capt. 
Derby." —  House  Journal,  p.  221. 

"  Feb.  24,  1773.  A  Bill  to  enable  the  major  Part  of  the  Justices  and  the  majorPart  of 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Toion  of  Boston,  to  lay  out  a  Street  from  Middle-Street  to  Ann-Street 
in  said  Town.    Read  the  first  and  second  Time." — Ibid.,' p.  2.")7. 

This  bill  was  read  and  recommitted,  Feb.  26;  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  sent  up  for  concurrence,  Feb.  27,  in  the  House;  and  read  a  first  and  second 
time  and  passed  in  concurrence  to  be  engrossed,  as  taken  into  a  new  draught,  in  the  Council, 
and  sent  down  for  concurrence,  March  3.  In  the  House  it  was  read  and  concurred,  with 
the  amendments,  March  4, 1773 ;  and  the  same  day  read  and' concurred  in  the  Council,  and 
passed  to  be  enacted  in  the  House  on  the  following  day. 

[Chapters  27,  28  an  1  29]     "  Respect  particular  Towns  only,  and  have  nothing  pecu- 
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liarly  observable." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17,  1773 :  "  Mass.  Bay, 
B.T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,U. 

Chap.  28.  "  Jan.  22,  1773.  A  Petition  of  William  Coffin,  Esq;  and  others,  praying  for 
the  widening  of  Governor's-Aliey,  so  called,  in  Boston. 

Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Stickney,  Col.  Prescot,  and  Capt.  Farley." —  Tlouse  Journal, 
p.  171. 

"Feb.  5,  1773.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  William  Coffin,  Esq;  and  others,  re- 
ported. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly." —  Ibid.,  p.  211. 

See,  also,  note  to  chapter  27,  aiite,  for  Gov.  Hutchinson's  remarks. 

Chap.  29.  "  Feb.  1,  1766.  A  Petition  of  a  great  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Pownal- 
borough  —  Setting  forth  that  the  said  Town  is  of  very  large  Extent,  situated  between  the 
two  Rivers  of  Kennebecls,  and  Sheepscut,  with  a  Wilderness  of  near  five  miles  extent, be- 
tween the  Settlements  on  each  River:  That  there  are  near  two  hundred  Families  in  the 
said  town, the  Numbers  being  nearly  equal  on  each  Rivei',  which  renders  it  impossible  for 
them  to  attend  the  public  Worship  together,  &  very  difficult  to  attend  the  Town  Meetings, 
and  frequently  impossiWe,  the  distance  of  the  Inhabitants  of  one  side  or  the  other  occa- 
sioning ten  miles  Travel.  And  praying  that  they  may  be  divided  into  two  Towns  by  a 
line,  running  from  the  South  to  the  North  Line  of  said  Town,  near  the  Centre,  so  as  each 
Town  may  have  an  equal  number  of  Acres  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Ordered  that  y".  Petition'  give  Notice  to  the  Non- 
petitioners  of  the  Town  of  Pownal borough  of  this  Petition,  by  serving  each  Selectman  of 
said  Town  with  a  Copy  of  said  Petition,  and  the  Order  of  this  Court  thereon,  and  by 
posting  up  a  Copy  of  the  same,  at  each  House  of  public  Worship  in  said  town,  that  they 
may  shew  Cause  (if  any  they  have)  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  May  Session, 
of  the  General  Court,  why  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition,  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council, 
Read  and  Concurred." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XX  VI.,  p.  155. 

"June  6,  1766.  A  Petition  of  a  number, of  the  Inhabitants  of  ttie  Town  of  Pownal- 
borough  —  praying  that  the  same  may  be  divided  and  a  new  Town  made  out  of  the  same, 
as  entered  the  !>*'  of  Feb'.  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again,  together  with  the  Answer  thereto:  And  Ordered  that  Royall 
Tyler  &  Jeremiah  Powell  Esqr"  with  such  as  the  Hon'^'.«  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee 
to  take  said  Petition  and  Answers  thereto,  hear  the  parties  &  report. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred  and  M''.  Spooner,  M^  Johnson  & 
M^  Dexter  are  joined  in  the  affair." — Jbid.,2J.  233. 

"  June  19, 1766.  The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Pownalborough  having  made  Report,  the  following  Order  passed  thereon 
viz' — 

In  Council,  Read  and  Accepted:  And  instead  of  dividing  the  Town  of  Pownalborough 
as  prayed  for.  Ordered  That  for  the  future  until  the  further  Order  of  this  Court,  the 
annual  March  meeting  of  the  said  Town  of  Pownalborough  shall  be  alternately  holden  on 
the  East  and  West  side  of  said  Town.  And  in  case  it  shall  at  any  time  be  found  neces- 
sary to  adjourn  over  to  a  future  time  in  the  same  year,  any  business  that  shall  be  begun 
upon  at  the  March  Meeting  held  in  either  part  of  the  said  Town  as  aforesaid  the  same  shall 
be  transacted  in  that  part  of  the  Town  only,  in  which  the  March  Meeting  shall  fivll  to  be 
holden  in  that  year.  And  it  is  further  Ordered  That  the  next  Anniversary  March  Meet- 
ing of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Pownalborough  shall  be  holden  on  the  East  side  of 
the  said  Town. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Ordered  That  the  fui-ther  consideration  of 
the  Report  upon  the  Petition  within  mentioned  be  referred  to  the  next  sitting  of  this 
Court :  And  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Pownalborough  with  the  Sheriif  of  the 
County  be  directed  to  send  upon  Oath  to  the  Secretary  a  true  state  of  the  said  Town  with 
regard  to  the  Houses,  and  the  number  of  Inhabitants  lying  within  the  Bounds  of  Pownal- 
borough before  the  next  sitting  of  this  Court,  particularly,  setting  forth  the  number  of 
Houses  &  Inhabitants  of  each  side  of  the  Line  proposed  to  be  the  divisional  Line  of  said 
Town.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." — Ibid.,p.,  265. 

"  Nov.  13,  1766.  A  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  Pownalborough  with  the  Report 
of  a  Committee  of  this  Court  thereon  as  entered  the  19"'  of  June  last,  and  referred  to  this 
Session. 

In  Council  Read  again,  and  ordered  That  the  consideration  of  this  Petition  be  referred 
to  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  May  Session.  In  the  House  of  Representatives 
Read  and  Concurred." —  Ibid.,  p.  330. 

"  June  19,  17G7.  A  Petition  of  a  great  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Pow- 
nalhoi-ough  Praying  for  a  division  of  the  said  Town  as  entered  i  Fel)>-  1766  was  again  read 
in  Council ;  and  Sam!  White  and  John  Worthington  Esqs  with  such  as  the  honbie  House 
should  join  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  the  Petition  &  answers  under  consideration 
and  report. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  nonconcun-ed :  and  Ordered  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  Petition  be  referred  to  the  next  Winter  Sessio  i.  In  Council, 
Read  and  Concurred." — Ibid.,    vol.  XXV II.,  p  76. 

"June  17,  1768.  A  Petition  of  Jonathan  Williamson  and  others  setting  forth  — That 
on  the  6"'  of  April  last  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  Pownalborough  at  a  legal 
Town  Meeting  called  for  the  purpose  voted  That  application  be  made  to  this  Court  for 
dividing  said  Town  into  two  Parishes  by  a  Line  running  from  the  South  to  the  north  line  of 
said  Town  paralel  to  the  general  course  of  Kennebec  River  adjoining  said  Town  so  as  to 
leave  two  thirds  of  the  Land  in  said  Town  on  the  East  side  of  said  dividing  line  for  a 
Parish  by  the  name  of  tbe  East  Parish,  and  one  third  part  of  the  Lantls  in  s^  Town  on 
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the  West  side  of  said  dividing  line  for  a  Parish  by  the  name  of  the  West  Parish.  And 
praying  that  s'i.Town  may  be  so  divided  accordingly. 

In  the  House  of  llcprcscntalivcs,  Read  &  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  West  side  ot  Kennebec  River  by  inserting  the  substance  of  the  Petition  in  two 
of  the  Boston  News  jiaiicrs  three  Weeks  successively  to  shew  cause  on  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  sitting  of  this  Court  why  the  prayer  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council, 
Read  and  Concurre  1  " —  Ibid.,  p.  364. 

"Apr.  26,  1770.  The  following  Order  passed  on  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Williamson 
and  others  of  Pownalborough  as  entered  the  17"'  day  of  June  1768  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  That  the  Town  of  Pownalborough  be  and 
hereliy  is  divided  into  two  Parishes  by  a  Line  running  from  the  South  to  the  North  Line 
of  said  Town  parralel  to  the  general  course  of  Kennebec  River  adjoining  said  Town  so  as 
to  leave  two  thirds  of  the  Laud  in  said  Town  on  the  East  side  of  said  dividing  Line  for  a 
Parish  by  the  name  of  the  East  Parish,  and  one  third  of  the  Land  in  said  Town  on  the 
West  side  of  said  dividing  Line  for  a  Parish  by  the  name  of  the  West  Pai'ish;  the  said 
Parishes  to  be  invested  with  all  Powers,  privileges  and  immunities  that  other  Parishes 
within  this  Province  do  enjoy  —  In  Council,  Read  and  nonconcurred." — Ibid.,  vol. 
XXVIII., p.  215. 

By  the  following  entry  it  appears  that  the  town  by  its  agents  again  applied  for  a  division 
according  to  a  vote  of  the  town.  But  neither  the  petition  nor  the  vote  referred  to  has  been 
found:  — 

"  Jan.  28,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Charles  Cushing  and  Thomas  Rice,  Esqrs ;  Agents  of  the 
Town  of  Pownalboro' ,  praying  that  said  Town  may  be  divided  into  two  Parishes,  agree- 
able to  a  Vote  of  the  Town. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ingersol,  Col.  Gilbert  and  Mr.  Sprague,  bring  ina  Bill  for 
the  same  Purpose." —  House  .Journal,  j).  195. 

See,  also,  note  to  chapter  27,  ante,  for  Gov,  Hutchinson's  remarks. 

Chap.  30.  The  petition  of  Benjamin  Beal  and  others,  which  appears  in  the  note  to  1768, 
chapter  5,  ante,  was  sent  to  the  printers  inadvertently.  The  proceedings  upon  that  peti- 
tion were  as  follows  :  — 

"  June  14,  1771  A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Beal  and  others  Proprietors  of  Lands  in  Ash- 
ticld  Praying  as  entered  the  12"'  day  of  April  last.  In  Council,  Read  again  together  with 
the  Answer  and  Ordered  that  William  Sever  Esq'',  with  such  as  shall  be  joined  by  the 
hon'''".  House  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  hear  the  parties  and 
make  Report  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  ConcuiTed  and  Col".  Edson 
and  M'.  Gay  are  joined. 

In  Council,  Ordered  that  Caleb  Cushing  Esq'',  be  of  the  Committee  abovementioned  in 
the  room  of  William  Sever  Esq'',  who  is  absent,  and  that  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq',  with 
such  as  may  be  joined  by  the  hon''iMIouse  be  added  to  the  Committee. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred,  and  M''.  Hersey  is  joined,  and 
M''.  Davis  of  Barnstable  added  in  the  room  of  M''.  Gay  who  is  absent." —  Council  Records, 
vol.  XXIX.,  p.  45. 

"  June  21,  1771.  The  Committee  appointed  the  u  instant  on  the  Petition  of  Benjamin 
Beal  and  others  Proprietors  of  Lands  in  Ashfield,  made  Report,  upon  which  the  following 
Order  passed  viz'  — 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  Artemas  Ward  Esq',  with  such  as 
shall  be  joined  by  the  hon"^'*.  House  be  a  Committee  in*the  recess  of  the  General  Court  to 
repair  to  the  Town  of  Ashfield,  make  a  full  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Proprietors 
relating  to  the  matters  complained  of  by  the  Petitioners  and  make  report  on  the  third 
Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court  what  they  judge  ought  to  be  done 
thereon,  and  all  proceedings  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  this  Province  impowering  them  to 
raise  Monies  for  sundry  uses  in  the  same  manner  as  was  provided  by  an  Act  of  the 
second  of  his  present  Majesty  subjecting  the  unimproved  Lands  in  this  Province  to  be 
sold  for  the  payment  of  Taxes,  be  staid  in  the  mean  time. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Nonconcurred  and  Ordered  that  this  Peti- 
tion l)e  recommitted,  and  they  report  facts,  and  that  Cap'.  Brown  be  of  the  Committee  in 
the  room  of  M''.  Davis  of  Barnstable,  and  M''.  Ellis  he  on  the  Committee  in  the  room  of 
M'.  Hersey.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." —  Ibid.,  p.  72. 

"  Feb.  1,  1773.  Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Ashfield.  Ordered,  That  Mr. 
Hussny,  Col.  Dag,  Capt.  Barney,  Mr.  Sprague,  and  Capt.  Gardner,  be  a  Committee  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  the  said  Proprietors  of  Ashfield." — House  Journal,  p.  202. 

"  Feb.  4,  1773.  A  Bill  for  making  Provision  for  assessing  and  collecting  Monies  on 
Lands  of  the  Proprietors  of  Ashfield.  Read  the  first  and  second  Time.  Ordered,  That 
this  Bill  be  read  again  at  Three  o'Clock.  *  *  * 

'i'lie  Ashfeld  Bill  read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Dewny,  Major  Foster  awA  Mr.  Rawson."— 
Ibid.,  pp.  '207  and  209. 

"  Feb.  5,  1773.  A  Bill  for  making  Provision  for  assessing  and  collecting  Monies  on 
Lands  of  the  Proprietors  of  Ashfield.  Read  with  Amendments,  and  pass'd  to  be  cn- 
gross'd.*' —  Ibid.,  p.  210. 

The  disallowance  of  the  act  of  1768,  which  rendered  further  proceedings  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Beal  and  others  unnecessary,  still  further  complicated  the  difHculties  involved  in 
the  attempt  to  deal  unjustly  with  the  Baptists  by  obliging  them  to  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  ministry  chosen  by  a  minority  of  the  proprietors  of  Ashfield,  and  made  it  incum- 
bent upon  the  Legislature  to  provide  some  relief  Ijoth  for  the  Orthodox  and  the  Baptists  of 
that  unfortunatetown.  One  measure  of  relief  was  the  present  chapter.  The  Governor 
having  refused  to  assent  to  an  act  confirming  the  titles  of  lands  sold  for  the  payment  of 
taxes,  which  was  passed  to  be  enacted  July  13,  1772,  a  more  equitable  arrangement  was 
finally  reached  by  resolves  which  will  appear  in  the  note  to  the  act  of  1773-74,  chapter  24, 
post.    The  act  last  mentioned  supplied  some  defects  in  the  present  act  and  was  the  last 
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important  step  in  the  progress  of  the  Baptists  towards  the  enjoyment  of  equal  religious 
privileges  with  their  Orthodox  brethren. 

"To  relieve  the  Town  of  Ashiield  from  DifHculties  occasioned  chiefly  by  the  disallow- 
ance of  a  Law  respecting  that  Town.  Care  has  been  taken  to  avoid  any  Burdens  upon 
the  Baptists,  which  inadvertently  had  been  brought  upon  them  by  the  former  Law."  — 
Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17,  1773 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P. 
p.,  14. 

Chap.  31.  "  In  Council  January  15'> :  1773  Forasmuch  as  Complaint  has  been  made 
that  Divers  Clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England  have  presumed  to  Solemnize  Marriages, 
inOpposition  to,  and  in  Direct  Violation  of  the  Laws  of  this  province,  not  only  by  marry- 
ing persons  living  out  of  the  towns  to  which  Such  Clergymen  belong,  but  Even  those  who 
are  Inhabitants  in  Different  Colonies  :  And  whereas  no  persons  are  by  Law  Appointed  to 
sue  for  and  Recover  the  penalty  of  Fifty  pounds,  forfeited  l)y  Such  Clergymen,  for  i)reach 
of  Law  as  Aforesaid,  save  tlie  Treasurers  of  the  Counties  in  which  Such  offences  may  be 
Committed,  who  have  generally  neglected  their  duty,  So  that  further  provision  in  that 
Regard  is  Necessary  to  be  Made  And  whereas  Also  it  may  be  Reasonable,  in  order  to 
Remove  all  Ground  of  Complaint  on  the  part  of  Such  as  arc  members  of  the  Church  of 
England,  that  the  power  of  the  Ministers  of  that  Denomination  Should  be  in  Some  respects 
enlarged  Therefore  Ordered  that  James  Bowdoin  &  Samuel  Dexter  Esq",  with  Such  as  the 
hon"*.'"  house  may  Join,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill,  in  addition  to  the 
Several  Laws  Now  In  force,  for  the  purposes  aforementioned    Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

Tuo«  Flucker  Sec. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany  15  1773  Read  &  Concurred  &  M'^  Hobson,  Col° 
Tbaxter  &  M^  Ingersol  are  joined 

T  Gushing  Spk'^." —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  14,  p.  667. 

"  This  Act  is  intended,  in  favor  to  the  Inhabitants,  who  are  of  the  church  of  England ; 
Episcopal  Ministers  being  before,  restrained  by  the  Province  Law,  from  marrying  Per- 
sons, except  they  belonged  to  the  Town  to  which  such  Ministers  belonged." —  Gov.  Hutch- 
inson to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17,  1773  :  "Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"voL  82,  P.  p.,  14. 

Chap.  32.  "  For  regulating  Practice  in  the  Courts  of  Law,  in  a  single  Instance  only." 
—  Ibid. 

Chap.  33.    "  Intended  to  enforce  the  speedy  collecting,  and  paying  in  Taxes."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  34.  "  June  22,  1772.  A  Petition  of  John  Taylor  Representative  of  Lunenburgh 
and  Fitchburgh  in  behalf  of  the  said  To%vns  —  Setting  forth  —  That  in  the  Year  1719  — the 
General  Court  granted  a  Township  called  Turkey  Hills  lying  South  of  North  Town  and 
appointed  William  Taylor  Esq'",  and  others  a  Committee  to  allot  and  grant  out  the  Lands 
in  said  Township,  who  were  directed  to  make  return  of  their  proceedings  — That  the  said 
Committee  did  accordingly  allot  &  grant  out  the  said  Township  (now  called  Lunenburgh 
and  Fitchburgh)  and  also  Transferred  sixty  three  House  Lots  in  said  Township  and  made 
return  of  their  proceedings  into  the  Secretarys  Office,  as  appears  by  the  proprietors  Book 
under  the  hands  of  the  said  Committee,  but  that  the  return  of  some  part  of  the  said  pro- 
ceedings cannot  now  be  found  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  formerly  consumed  with  the 
Town  House  — That  unless  something  is  done  to  confirm  &  establish  the  proceedings  of 
the  said  Committee,  it  is  feared  in  some  future  time,  not  only  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town 
but  many  other  Persons  more  remotely  concerned  may  be  led  into  very  great  difficulties 
and  Expences,  as  they  have  improved,  sold  and  wholly  conducted  themselves  by  the  Copy 
of  said  proceedings  left  in  the  Hands  of  the  Proprietors  Clerk.  And  praying  that  the 
Transfers  and  other  proceedings  of  the  said  Committee  may  be  confirmed. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Ordered  that  M^  Phillips,  Coll".  Gerrish, 
Cap'.  Farley  and  Cap'  Searl  with  such  as  the  hon^is  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to 
take  this  Petition  into  consideration  and  report.  In  Council  Read  &  Concurred  and 
James  Otis,  Samuel  Dexter  and  Artemas  Ward  Esq",  are  joined."  —  Council  Records,  vol. 
XXIX.,  p.  2Sl. 

"  June  26,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  22.  instant  on  the  Petition  of  John 
Taylor  Representative  of  Lunenburgh  and  Fitchburgh,  in  behalf  of  the  said  Towns  made 
report;  and  thereupon  the  following  Order  passed  viz'. — 

In  Council  Read  &  accepted  and  thereupon  ordered  that  the  Petitioner  notify  all  Per- 
sons who  dispute  said  Transfers  and  other  proceedings  of  the  General  Courts  Committee, 
by  inserting  the  substance  of  the  Petition  in  two  of  the  Boston  News  papers  Viz  — Drapers 
a!id  Edes  and  Gills  three  Weeks  successively  that  they  may  shew  cause  why  the  prayer 
thereof  should  not  be  granted,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General 
Court.    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  293. 

"  Jan.  30,  1773.  A  Petition  of  John  Taylor  Representative  of  Lunenburgh  &  Fitch- 
burgh for  and  in  behalf  of  said  Towns  —  as  entered  the  22^  day  of  June  last. 

In  Council,  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  so  far  granted  as  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  of  the  General  Court  appointed  December  7.  1719  respecting 
the  alotment  of  Lands  to  the  original  Settlers  and  the  subsequent  Transfers  in  said  Town, 
then  known  by  the  name  of  South  Town,  be  fully  confirmed,  and  that  the  Petitioner  have 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and 
Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  445. 

[Chapters  34,  35,  36  and  37]  "  Respect  particular  Towns,  and  have  nothing  which  de- 
eerves  remark."— Go«.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17,  1773:  "Mass.  Bay, 
B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  14. 

Chap.  3').  "Oct. 5,  17.")9.  A  Petition  of  Joseph  Holden  and  Others,  Inhabitants  of  a 
New  Plantation  called  N".  2.  Praying  that  they  may  Ije  incorporated  into  a  Town  or 
District,  and  that  they  may  be  freed  from  the  Province  Tax  this  year  in  case  they  shall  be 
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thus  incorporated.  Also  Praying  That  the  Lands  of  the  Nonresident  Pi-oprietors  may  be 
subjected  to  a  Tax  for  seven  years  next  ensuing  towards  the  Support  of  the  Gospel,  and 
laying  out  and  clearing  Roads  in  said  Plantation. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Ordered  That  the  Petitioners  serve  the 
Non-resident  Proprietors  of  the  Plantation  abovementioned  with  a  copy  of  this  Petition 
by  inserting  tlie  Substance  thereof  in  one  of  the  Boston  News  Papers  three  weeks  succes- 
sively, that  so  they  may  shew  cause  if  any  they  have  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the 
next  Sitting  of  this  Court  why  the  Prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council. 
Read  and  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Cotmcil  Records,  vol.  XXIIL, 
p.  66. 

"  Jan.  9,  1760.  A  Petition  of  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  Narragansett  N°.  2.  Praying 
as  entered  the  5'.V  of  October  last.  In  Council  Read  again  with  the  Answer  of  the  Non 
Resident  Proprietors.  And  Ordered  "fhat  Benj''.  Lynde  and  Benjamin  Lincoln  Esq", 
with  Such  as  the  Honourable  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  report  what  they  judge  proper  for  this  Court  to  do  thereon. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Concurred  and  M'.  Russell,  Col°.  Whit- 
comb  and  Capt".  Read  are  joined  in  the  affair."  —  Ibid.,  p.  158. 

"Feb.  8,  1760.  The  Committee  appointed  the  9"'  of  January  last  on  the  Petition  of  a 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Narraganset  N".  2  Praying  as  entered  the  5'ii.  of  October 
preceedingniiide  Reiwrt.  (Signed)  Benj*  Lynde  ^  order  of  the  Com'^". 

In  Council  Read  and  Accepted  and  Ordered  That  there  be  a  Tax  of  one-half  penny  (^ 
Acre  laid  on  the  lands  of  the  non  resident  Proprietors  of  the  District  of  West  Minster,  as 
also  upon  a  Tract  of  500  Acres  laid  out  to  the  late  Governor  Belcher  included  in  the 
bounds  of  said  District,  the  money  so  raised  to  be  applied  toward  defreying  ministerial 
Charges  in  said  District  and  that  the  Inhabitants  thereof  be  Authorized  and  impowered  to 
Appoint  Assessors  and  Collectors  of  said  Tax  who  are  hereby  Vested  with  the  like  Power 
as  other  Assessors  and  Collectors,  and  are  to  govern  themselves  according  to  Law  in  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  said  Offices.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Con- 
curred.   Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  2.58. 

"  June  13, 1760.  In  Council,  Whereas  an  Order  passed  the  Great  and  General  Court,  on 
the  8"'  of  February  last,  laying  a  Tax  of  one  half  penny  ^  Acre,  on  the  Lands  of  the 
Non  Resident  Proprietors  of  the  District  of  West  Minster,  as  also  upon  a  Tract  of  500, 
Acres  laid  out  to  the  late  Governor  Belcher,  included  in  the  bounds  of  said  District, — 

Resolved,  that  said  Tax  of  one  halfpenny  ^  Acre  be  Assessed  on  the  Lands  aforesaid 
for  the  Term  of  four  Years,  next  ensuing  Viz'.  One  half  penny  <^  Acre  4^*  Annum  dur- 
ing said  Term  Agreeable  to  the  Report  then  made  by  a  Committee  of  said  Court,  and  to 
be  raised  and  applyed,  in  manner  as  directed  in  said  Order.  In  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  438. 

"  Feb.  24,  1773.  A  Bill  to  enable  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  q/"  Westminster  to  collect 
certain  Taxes, 

Read  the  first  and  second  Time.  Orderedy  That  the  Bill  be  read  again  at  Three 
o'clock.    «    *    *    * 

A  Bill  to  enable  the.  Town  q/"  Westminster  to  collect  certain  Taxes.  Read  the  third  Time, 
and  pass'd  to  be  engross'd.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  —  House  Journal,  pp.  256  awrf  258. 

"  Feb.  27,  1773.  William  Sever,  Esq ;  brought  do\vn  from  the  honorable  Board  the  Bill 
to  enable  the  Town  of  Westminster  to  collect  certain  Taxes.  Pass'd  in  Council  with 
Amendment.    Sent  down  for  Concurrence.    Read  and  concurr'd."  —  Ibid.,p.26i. 

See,  also,  note  to  chapter  34,  ante,  for  Gov.  Hutchinson's  remarks. 

Chap.  36.  "  Oct.  22,  1770.  A  Petition  of  John  Hurlbert,  John  Hamlin  and  others  liv- 
ing on  lands  lying  between  the  West  line  of  Great  Barrington  and  the  West  line  of  the 
province  —  Setting  forth.  That  some  years  ago  they  were  annexed  to  upper  Sheffield,  now 
Great  Barrington,  there  to  do  duty  and  receive  priviledge  untill  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court.  —  That  there  is  an  impassable  Mountain  between  the  petitioners  and  said 
Great  Barrington,  which  obliges  them  to  Travil  from  five  to  nine  miles  to  attend  Public 
worship  and  transact  other  necessary  business  in  said  Great  Barrington,  which  is  very  in- 
convenient :  and  praying  that  they  may  be  Incorporated  into  a  Town  or  District,  and  that 
sundry  Inhabitants  living  upon  the  west  side  of  said  Mountain  within  the  Township  of 
Great  Barrington,  may  be  included  therein. 

In  the  house  of  Representatives.  The  petition  of  John  Hamlin  and  others  being  read, 
thereupon  resolved  and  ordered  That  the  petitioners  Notify  the  Town  of  Great  Barrington 
by  serving  the  Clerk  of  said  Town  with  an  attested  Copy  of  the  Substance  of  said  petition 
to  appear  and  shew  Cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Ses- 
sion of  this  Court  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council  Read  and 
Concurred."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVIII., p.  327. 

"Apr.  20,  1771.  A  Petition  of  Joiin  Hurlburt,  John  Hamlin  and  others  of  Great  Bar- 
rington Praying  to  be  Incorporated  into  a  separate  Town  or  District  —  as  entered  the  22!? 
day  of  October  last. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  together  with  the  answer  thereto  and  Ordered 
that  Doctor  Holton,  Cap'.  Thayer  and  Cap'.  Field  together  with  such  as  the  honi^'s.  Board 
may  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  Report. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  James  Humphrey  Esq^  and  Walter  Spooner  Esq', 
are  joined  in  the  affair."  —  Ibid.,  p.  530. 

"  Apr.  25,  1771.  The  Committee  appointed  the  20  instant  on  the  Petition  of  a  number 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Barrington,  reported  that  they  had  considered  the  same 
together  with  the  answer  of  the  Town  of  Great  Barrington,  and  were  of  opinion  that  the 
said  Petition  be  dismissed  —  whereupon  the  following  Order  passc'd  viz'. 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  said  Petition  be  dismissed  accord- 
ingly.   Sent  down  for  Concurrence." — Ibid.,  p.  548. 
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The  next  proceeding  that  has  been  discovered  of  record  is  the  following.  The  petitions 
referred  to  have  not  been  found :  — 

"Jan.  15,  1773.  A  Petition  of  David  Ingersol,  Esq;  and  others,  Inhabitants  of  Part  of 
Great  Barrington,  praying  to  be  incorporated  into  a  scperate  District.  As  also  the  Peti- 
tion of  a  Number  of  others,  lying  without  the  said  Town  of  Great  Barrington,  praying  to 
be  set  off  with  them.  Read  and  tlie  Petitioners  had  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill." —  House 
Journal,  p.  158. 

A  bill  for  incorporating  the  west  part  of  the  town  of  Great  Barrington  into  a  separate 
district  was  read  a  first  time,  .Ian.  18;  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  Mr.  IngersnII 
and  Mr.  Pickering,  for  amendment,  Jan.  20;  read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted,  Jan.  '22. 
In  the  Council  it  was  read  twice  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  Jan.  23.  The  engrossed  bill 
was  brought  down  to  the  House,  Jan.  25,  by  SamuerDcxter,  with  a  proposed  amcmlment 
which  was  not  agreed  to,  and  another  amendment  was  oifered  by  the  House.  There  is 
no  record  in  the  House  Journals  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  be  enacted,  which  fact  how- 
ever is  recited  in  the  vote  of  Council  of  Feb.  2,  concurring  therein. 

See,  also,  note  to  chapter  34,  ante,  for  Gov.  Hutchinson's  remarks. 

Chap.  37.    See  note  to  chapter  34,  ante,  for  Gov.  Hutchinson's  remarks. 

Chap.  38.  "  An  Attempt  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  wasting  their  Estates,  which  like 
all  former  Laws,  will  probably  be  evaded,  and  prove  ineffectual." — Guv.  Hutchinson  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17,  1773 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  14. 

Chap.  39.  "  June  18,  1772.  A  Petition  of  William  Thomson  &  others  a  Committee,  in 
behalf  of  the  Town  of  Princeton  in  the  County  of  Worcester— Setting  forth— That  in 
April  1771,  the  s^.  Princeton,  which  was  before  that  time  a  District,  was  Incorporated  into 
a  Town  &  all  the  Lands  adjoining  thereto,  which  belonged  to  no  other  Town,  Averc  an-- 
nexcd  to  said  Princeton ;  by  which  means  the  said  Town  is  now  in  a  very  irregular  form, 
a  strip  of  Land  is  extended  to  a  great  distance  from  the  Center,  where  the  Meeting  House 
stands;  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  are  poor  and  unable  to  make  Roads  tlird 
the  said  annexed  Lands.  And  as  the  said  annexed  Lands  are  nearer  to  and  the  Inlialu- 
tants  thereof  can  be  better  accommodated  in  some  other  Town  or  District,  and  as  the  said 
Town  is  Subject  to  manv  difficulties  by  reason  of  the  present  connection  Praying  that  the 
said  Lands  may  be  set  off  from  the  said  Princeton,  and  annexed  to  some  other  Town. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives— Read  &  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  all  Per- 
sons concerned  in  the  strip  of  Land  mentioned  in  this  Petition  by  inserting  the  substance 
of  this  Petition  and  this  Order  thereon  in  two  of  the  Boston  News  papers  viz'.  Edes  and 
Gills  and  Drapers  three  Weeks  Successively  that  they  may  shew  cause  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  if  any  they  have,  why  the  prayer 
should  not  be  granted.  In  Council  Read  &  Concurred."  —  Cozmci7  Records,  vol.  XXIX., 
p.  274. 

"  Jan.  15,  1773.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Princeton  in  the  County 
of  Worcester  —  as  entered  the  is  day  of  June  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  and  no  Answer  being  received  Ordered  that  the  prayer  of  the 
Petition  be  granted,  and  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly  In  the 
House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred." —  Ibid.,  p.  383. 

[Chapters  39,  40  and  41]  "  Laws  for  altering  the  Bounds  of  Towns,  for  the  convenience 
of  particular  Persons,  which  heretofore  has  generally  been  done  by  Orders,  or  "Votes  of 
the  General  Court,  without  the  formalitv  of  a  Law."— Gor.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  Apr.  17,  1773  :  "  Mass  Bay,  B.  f.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  14. 

Chap.  40.  "Jan.  15,  1773.  A  petition  of  Richard  Ilouke,  Proprietor  of  Part  of  a  Place 
called  Glass  Works  Grant,  praying  to  be  annexed  to  Great  Barrington.  Read  and  the 
Petitioner  had  Leave  to  bring  in  a  bill."  —  House  Journal,  p.  158. 

See  note  to  chapter  39,  ante,  for  Gov.  Hutchinson's  remarks. 

Chap.  41.  "Jan.  12,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Lemuel  Little  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the 
first  Precinct  in  Marshfield— Setting  forth.  That  they  live  nearer  to  the  Meeting  house  m 
the  second  Precinct  in  the  said  Town  than  to  that  in  the  first  precinct  and  therefore  have 
for  many  years  past  constantly  attended  the  public  Worship  of  God  in  the  said  second 
Precinct.  And  praying  that  they  and  their  Estates  may  be  set  off  to  the  said  second  pre- 
cinct ;  the  said  first  Precinct  having  voted  that  they  should  be  all  set  off  to  the  said  second 
Precinct,  except  three  of  them. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the  In- 
habitants of  the  first  Precinct  in  Marshfield  by  serving  the  Clerk  of  said  Precmct  with  a 
Copy  of  this  Petition  and  Order  that  they  may  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  the  present  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  why  the  prayer  thereof  should 
not  be  granted.    In  Council^  Read  and  Concurred."  —  CownctV  Records,  vol.   XXIX., 

'"  Feb.  2, 1773.  A  Petition  of  Lemuel  Little  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  first  Precinct 
in  Marshfield  — Praying  that  they  and  their  Estates  may  be  set  off  to  the  second  Precmct 
in  said  Town  —as  entered  the  12't'  day  of  January  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  Answer  of  the  first  precinct  in  Marshfield,  and 
Ordered  that  James  Otis  and  Artemas  Ward  Esq'-.Mvith  such  as  the  h(m''.'«  House  niay 
ioin  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  into  consideration  and  report  what  they  shall  judge 
proper  for  this  Court  to  do  thereon.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Con- 
curred and  M^  Lothrop  Col",  Stockbridge  and  Cap'.  Brown  of  Abmgton  are  joined.  — 
Ibid.,  p.  453.  ,      X,    .  . 

"  Feb.  3,  1773.  The  Committee  appointed  yesterday  on  the  Petition  of  Lemuel  LitUe 
and  others,  made  the  following  report  viz'  — 
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The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Lemuel  Little  and  others  have  attended  that  service 
and  have  heard  the  parties  and  aslc  leave  to  report  viz',  that  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  be 
so  far  granted  that  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  annex  the  Widow 
Rachel  Joyce,  Israel  Tilden  Seth  Deerow,  Nicholas'  Porter,  Robert  Sherman,  Valentine 
Sherman  William  Maciimber,  Thomas  Macumber  jun"".  Barnabas  Fountain,  Levi  Ford 
and  John  Tilden  jim'.to  the  second  Precinct  in  Marshfield  with  their  Families  and  Estates 
there  to  do  duty  and  receive  privileges  for  the  future  agreable  to  the  vote  of  the  first  Pre- 
cinct of  Marshfield  on  the  SO'^  day  of  March  1772,  and  that  said  Petition  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  Lemuel  Little,  Ephraim  Little  and  Francis  Crooker  be  dismissed. 

James  Otis  ^  Order 

In  Conncil,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and 
Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  455. 

See,  also,  note  to  chapter  39,  ante,  for  Gov.  Hutchinson's  remarks. 

Chap.  42.  "  This  Act  had  passed  the  Representatives,  and  a  Reduction  had  been  made 
of  several  of  the  Fees  of  Justices  of  the  peace.  Clerks  of  the  Courts  &c,  and  the  Fees  of 
Grand  and  Petit  Jurors  had  been  increased  but  u\)ou  its  being  intimated  that  the  Governor 
would  refuse  his  Assent,  to  such  a  Bill,  the  Consequence  of  which,  would  be,  that  a 
standing  Law,  passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  which  had 
for  divers  years  past  been  suspended,  by  temporary  Acts  would  take  place,  in  which  Case 
the  Fees  of  all  Officers  would  be  much  higher  than  at  present  for  this  reason  alone  it  was 
determined  to  amend  the  Bill  in  the  House  and  to  make  the  Fees,  the  same,  as  in  the 
last  Act,  only  increasing  those  to  Jurors.  The  Fees  are  now  the  same,  as  in  the  former  Act, 
except  in  one  Instance,  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Inferior  Courts,  and  this  Variance  was  occa- 
sioned by  inattention,  in  comparing  the  Bill  with  the  former  Act." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17,  1773 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  14. 

"  Unless  your  Lordships  should  think  that  the  Act  for  regulating  Fees  restrains  too 
much  the  Lawfull  Fees  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Province  or  of  any  other  Officer  appointed 
Immediately  or  mediately  by  the  authority  of  the  Crown." — Extract  from  report  of  R. 
Jackson,  Nov.  24,  1773:  ibid..  P.p.,  4.4. 

"  Jan.  22,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Whereas  a  Certain  Act  entitled  an 
Act  for  establishing  and  regulating  the  Fees  of  the  several  Officers  within  this  Province 
hereafter  mentioned,  made  and  passed  at  the  Session  of  the  Great  &  General  Court  of  this 
Colony,  begun  &  held  at  Boston  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  upon  Wednesday  the  sixth  day 
of  January  1773,  expir'd  on  the  last  day  of  October  last,  and  at  present  there  is  no  Act  or 
law  of  this  Colony  now  in  force,  for  establishing  and  regulating  the  Fees  of  the  several 
Officers  in  the  said  Act  mentioned,  excepting  a  Certain  Act  made  and  passed  in  the  fourth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  William  and  Mary  —  King  and  Queen  —  intitled  an  Act  for  regulat- 
ing Fees;  which  last  mentioned  Act,  has  by  divers  temporary  Acts  from  time  to  time 
been  snppei'ceeded  and  suspended  as  insalutary,  and  the  fees  thereby  settled  and  estab- 
lished appear  to  be  in  many  Instances  extravagant  and  unrcasonalile. — 

It  is  therefore  Resolved  that  henceforward,  until  the  further  Order  of  the  General  Court 
—  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  Officers  named  and  mentioned  in  the  Act  first  abovementioned 
to  take  and  rccieve  lor  the  several  services  therein  specilied,  such  and  no  higher  fees,  than 
the  fees  or  sums  of  money  spc»ified  in  the  said  first  mentioned  Act,  and  be  subject  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  there  provided  for  Offences  against  the  same. —  In  Council  Read  & 
Concurred.  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXI., 
p.  491. 

Chap.  43.  "In  common  Form." — Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17, 
1773 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  14. 

Chap.  44.  "  Jan.  9,  1773.  In  Council.  Ordered  that  Harrison  Gray,  James  Otis  and 
Samuel  Dexter  Esq"  with  such  as  the  hon''i*.  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  the  regulating  Vendues  or  the  sale  of  Goods  by  Auction  in  this  Province.  In 
the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred  and  Major  Hawley,  M'.  Gorham,  M'. 
Bacon  and  Cap'.  Darby  arc  joined."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  369. 

"  My  Lords,  As  the  several  Laws  which  have  passed  the  last  Session  of  the  Assembly 
will  make  a  very  bulky  Pacquet,  I  doubt  the  expediency  of  sending  them  by  way  of 
Jersey  if  a  Vessel  now  bound  there  should  be  delayed  until  they  can  be  prepared,  but  as  I 
thought  one  of  them  not  altogether  unexceptional)le  I  therefore  transmit  it  by  the  first 
opportunity  that  if  His  Majesty  shall  7iot  think  fit  to  allow  it  I  may  have  the  earliest 
notice  of  the  disallowance.  It  "is  intitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Goods  at  Publick 
Vendue  and  to  limit  the  number  of  Auctioneers.  The  preamble  I  believe  is  true  and  it 
shews  the  necessity  of  a  regulation  and  all  my  difficulty  arose  from  the  power  of  licensing 
being  given  to  the  Select  Men  of  the  several  Towns  which  I  think  ought  to  have  been 
given  to  the  Governor  or  to  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  Council,  as  I  believe  the  prac- 
tice has  been  in  some  of  the  other  Colonies.  This  was  moved  by  .some  in  Council  but  did 
not  obtain.  By  giving  my  assent  a  stop  will  bo  put  to  great  abuses  from  a  number  of 
auctioneers  now  in  the  Town  of  Boston  under  no  regulation  or  restraint  and  if  the  objec- 
tion whicJi  I  have  mentioned  shall  be  judged  sufficient  to  hinder  the  Royal  allowance  or 
approbation  and  I  am  enaljlcd  to  give  the  reason  of  the  disallowance,  there  will  l)e  a 
greater  probability  of  a  more  proper  provision  in  another  Session  than  there  would  have 
been  if  I  had  refused  my  assent  and  I  think  little  or  no  inconvenience  can  arise  from  the 
continuance  of  the  Act  in  force  a  few  months  only. 

Any  permanent  additional  powers  to  the  Select  Men  of  Towns  I  conceive  cannot  be  for 
His  Mnjesty's  service  nor  for  the  true  interest  of  the  I'rovinre." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  Mar.  26,  1773  :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T,"  rol.  S-2.  J'-/'.,  S. 

"  Remarks  have  already  been  made  upoii  this  Act,  and  transmitted." —  Gov.  Hutchinson 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17, 1773 ;  ibid.,  P.p.,  14. 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws.  — 1772-73.  283 

"  Thursday  May  13"'  1773 
At  a  Meeting  of  His  Maj'y'^  Comraiss"  for  Trade  and  Plantation* 
Present 
M^  Jenyns.  M^  Gascoyne 

Lord  Greville.  Lord  Garlics. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Maj'y's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  attends.    *    • 
Read  a  Letter  from  Thos.  Hutchinson  Esq"^,  Gov  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  the  Board, 
dated  March  '2G">  1773,  containing  Remarks  on  an  Act  passed  in  February  1773,  to  I'egnlate 
the  sale  of  Goods  at  public  vendue  and  to  limit  the  number  of  Auctioneers. 

Ordered  that  the  said  Act  be  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  in  waiting,  in  order 
to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty.  Soajie  Jexyxs." — "  Trade  Papers,"  vol.  75,  /;.  98. 

"  At  the  Court  at  St.  James's  the  19'h  day  of  May  1773. 
Present 
The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council 
Whereas  there  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  in  waiting,  on 
the  17">  of  this  Instant,  an  Act  passed  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  Febru- 
ary 1773  entituled  '  An  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Goods  at  public  Vendue,  and  to  limit 
the  number  of  Aiictioneers '    And  whereas  the  said  Act  was  this  day  laid  before  His 
Majesty  at  this  Board  —  His  Majesty  was  thereupon  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  His  Privy 
Council  to  order  that  the  said  Act  be,  and  it  is  hereby  referred  to  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to  consider  the  same  and  report  Iheir  Opinion  thercupon 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Lords  of  His  Majesty's  most  Honourable  Privy  Council  for  Planta- 
tion Affairs. 

Step  :  Cottrell." —  Order  in  Council:  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T."  vol.  82,  P.p.,  9. 

"  Monday  June  14'h  1773. 
At  a  Meeting  of  His  Maj'y'^  Commissra  for  Trade  and  Plantations 
Present 
M^  Jenyns.  M"".  Gascoyne 

Lord  Robert  Spencer 
The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  one  of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  attends.  *  * 
Read  an  Order  of  ihe  Kini^  in  Council  dated  May  19'''  1773,  referring  to  the  Board,  for 
their  consideration  and  report  an  Act  passed  in  Massachusetts  Bay  in  February  1773  to 
regulate  the  sale  of  Goods  at  Public  Vendue,  &c  ? 

Ordered  that  the  above  mentioned  Act  be  referred  to  M''.  Jackson  for  his  Opinion  there- 
upon in  point  of  Law.     *        *        *  Soame  Jenyns."—"  Trade  Papers,"  vol.  Id,  p.  121. 

"  I  have  also  perused  and  considered  anotlier  Act  passed  by  the  same  Assembly  in 
February  1773  intitled 

'  An  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Goods  at  Publick  Vendue,  and  to  limit  the  Number  of 
Anctioneci's ' 

And  am  of  Opinion  that  the  same  is  expedient  in  all  its  Parts  except  that  it  places  the 
power  of  Licensing,  in  the  Select  men,  when  it  is  more  fit  that  such  Power  should  be 
intrusted  to  his  Majesty's  Governor  by  whom  it  is  more  likely  to  be  impartially  executed." 
—  Extract  from  report  of  R.  Jackson,  Nov.  24,  1773:  "  Mass.  Baij,  B.T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  44. 
The  report  at  the  Lords  of  Trade  is  given  as  a  foot-note  to  this  chapter;  ante,  p.  249. 
"  At  the  Court  at  S'  James's  the  13'i»  day  of  April  1774 
Present 
The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty 
Lord  President  Viscount  Hinchinbrook 

Lord  Privy  Seal  Lord  North 

Duke  of  Ancaster  Lord  Mansfield 

Lord  Steward  James  Stuart  Mackenzie  Esq"^ 

Earl  of  Suffolk  Richard  Rigby  Esq' 

Earl  of  Rochford  George  Rice  Esq-" 

Viscount  Falmouth  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst 

Viscount  Barrington  Sir  John  Goodricke 

«♦»«*»*»******** 

Massachusets. 

Act  to  regulate  the  Sale  of  Goods  at  Public  Vendue 

Disallowed. 

Whereas  by  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  the  Governor  Council 
and  Assembly  of  His  Majesty's  Province  of  Massachuset's  Bay  are  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  make,  constitute,  and  ordain.  Laws,  Statutes  and  Ordinances,  for  the  publick 
peace,  welfare  and  good  government  of  the  said  Province ;  which  Laws,  Statutes  and  Or- 
dinances are  to  be  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of 
this  Kingdom,  and  are  to  be  transmitted  for  His  Majesty's  Royal  Approbation  or  Disal- 
lowance ;  And  whereas  in  pursuance  of  the  said  powers,  an  Act  was  passed  m  the  said 
province  in  February  1773,  and  transmitted.  Entitled  as  follows  — viz*. 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Goods  at  publick  vendue  and  to  limit  the  number  of 
Auctioneers. 

Which  Act  together  with  a  Representation  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  tor  Tr.adc 
and  Plantations  thereupon,  having  been  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Lords  of  His  Majesty's  most  Honourable  Privy  Council  for  Plantation  Affliirs,  the 
said  Lords  of  the  Committee  did  this  Day  Report  .is  their  opinion  to  His  Majesty,  that  the 
said  Act  ought  to  be  disallowed.  His  Majesty  taking  the  same  into  consideration  is 
pleased,  with  the  advice  of  His  Privy  Council  to  Declare  his  Disallowance  of  the  said  Act, 
and  pursuant  to  His  Majesty's  Royal  pleasure  thereupon  expressed,  the  said  Act  is 
hereby  disallowed,  declared  void  and  of  none  effect.  —  Whereof  the  Governor  or  Com- 
mander in  chief  of  His  Majesty's  said  Province  of  Massacliuset's  Bay  for  the  time  bein^, 
and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern  are  to  take  notice  and  govern  tlieinsclvcs  accordingly." 

■From  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Council.    Sec  supplementary  note  on  p.  383,  jmst. 
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Chap.  45.  "  Of  small  moment,  and  nothing  in  it  exceptionable."  —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17, 1773 :  "Mass  Barj,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  14. 

Chap.  46.  "  Feb.  25, 1773.  A  Petition  of  a  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Rochester,  pray- 
inir  that  a  Law  may  be  made  for  the  Preservation  of  Fish  in  said  Town. 

Read  and  committed  to  Col.  Godfrey,  Mv.  Lothrop  and  Col.  Noyes."  —  House  Journal, 
p.  261. 

"  Feb.  26,  1773.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  from  Rochester,  reported,  A  Bill  for 
regulating  the  Fisherij  in  the  Totcn  of  Rochester.  Read  the  first  and  second  Time,  and 
recommitted."  —  Ibid.,  p.  -63. 

The  next  day  ihe  bill  appears  to  have  been  read  the  second  and  third  time,  and  passed 
to  be  engrossed;  and  on  the  third  of  March  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

"The  same,  [i.e.,  the  comment  on  chapter  45,  ante]  except  that  the  Proviso,  giving 
Liberty  of  fishing,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  only,  may  need  some  Reason  to  be 
assigned  for  it.  I  am  informed  that  many  People,  from  Rhode  Island  have  come  over  and 
taken  Alewives  (a  Fish  of  the  Herring  kind)  Shad  Bass  &c  for  salting  and  exportation,  to 
the  West  Indies  and  other  foreign  Parts.  The  like  caution  has  been  used  in  former  Laws, 
whifh  do  not  permit  any  except  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  to  take  Oysters  for  sale." 
—  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17,  1773 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82, 
P.p.  14. 

"  In  humble  obedience  to  your  Lordships  commands  signified  to  me  by  M'  Pownall  I 
have  perused  and  considered  an  Act  passed  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  Assembly  of 
the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  March  1773  intitled 

'  An  Act  to  impower  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Rochester  in  the  County  of  Plim- 
ooth  to  regulate  the  taking  of  Fish  within  the  Harbours  and  Coves  of  said  Township  I 

And  conceive  the  same  to  be  inconsistent  with  that  part  of  the  Charter  of  this  Province 
which  provides  that  no  Subject  of  England  shall  be  debarred  from  fishing  on  the  sea 
coasts,  creeks  or  salt  water  rivers."  —  Extract  from  report  of  R.  Jackson,  Nov.  24,  1773 : 
ibid.,  P.p.,  44. 

The  representation  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  following  this  report  is  given  as  a  foot-note  to 
tliis  chapter,  ante,  p.  251. 

After  careful  search  no  entry  of  the  order  in  council  disallowing  this  act  has  been  found 
m  the  Privy  Council  register,  although  the  adoption  of  such  an  order  appears  certain,  not 
only  from  the  endorsement  of  the  fact  upon  the  copy  of  the  act  lodged  with  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  by  the  following  letter  from  Dartmouth  to  Gage,  and  the  proclamation  which 
Gage  thereupon  caused  to  be  published,  and  which  is  given  below :  — 

"Whitehall  July  4.  1774. 

To  General  Gage.  Sir,  I  send  you  inclosed  an  Order  of  H.  M.  in  Council  of  1^'.  June 
disallowing  an  Act  passed  in  Mass.  Bay  in  March  1773  which  you  will  not  fiiil  to  make 
public  in  the  manner  usual  lapon  such  occasions  And  that  you  may  know  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  disallowance  of  the  said  Act  I  inclose  for  your  private  information  a 
copy  of  the  Report  of  the  B.  T.  thereupon.    I  am  &c  Dartmouth."  —  America 

and  West  Indies,  vol.  175. 

"  Massachusetts-Bat. 
By  the  Governor. 

Whereas  I  have  received  an  Order  of  his  Majesty,  in  his  Privy  Council,  dated  the  first 
Day  of  June,  1774.  by  which  his  Majesty  hath  been  pleased  to  disallow  and  reject  an  Act 
passed  by  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  Assembly  of  this  Province,  in  March- 1773,  in- 
titled  as  follows,  viz.  •  An  Act  to  impower  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Rochester,  in 
the  County  of  Plymouth,  to  regulate  the  taking  of  Fish,  Avithin  the  Harbours  and  Coves 
of  said  Township.' 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  That  the  said  Act  is  disallowed,  that  all  Persons  concernca  may 
govern  themselves  accordinglj'.  Thos.  Gage. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command,  ) 
John  Cotton,  D.  Secry.       \ 

Pi'ovince  House,  August  29,  1774."  —  Mass.  Gazette  and  Boston  Weekly  Netos- 
Letter,  Sept.  1, 1774. 

Chap.  47.  "  In  the  usual  Form."  —  Gon.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17, 
1773 :  " Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  14. 

Chap.  48.  "  Jan.  1.5,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Moses  Sturdivant,  &c.  praying  for  a  Law  to 
regulate  the  taking  Fish  in  theii"  Passage  up  the  Brooks  in  Halifax,  in  the  County  of 
Plymouth. 

ilead  and  committed  to  Col.  Gilbert,  Dr.  Wheaton  and  Mr.  Lothrop."  —  House  Jour7ial, 
p.  159. 

"Jan.  16,  1773.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Josiah  Sturdivant,  Esq;  reported 
that  the  Petitioner  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill."  —  Ibid.,  p.  162, 

"A  great  number  of  the  lilvc  Laws  have  been  long  in  force."  —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17,  1773 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  14. 

Chap.  49.  "May  30,  1772.  A  Petition  of  John  Burgheart  and  others  of  Great  Barring- 
ton  professors  of  the  Church  of  England  —  setting  forth  —  That  for  many  Years  past  there 
has  l)een  a  Church  built  in  the  said  Town,  &  that  they  have  been  favoured  with  a  Mission- 
ary from  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts ;  and  who  they  are  de- 
sirous honourably  to  sujiport,  but  that  there  has  repeatedly  much  difficulty  &  confusion 
arisen  concerning  the  raising  Ministerial  Taxes,  by  reason  of  the  difrcrent  perswasions  of 
Christians  in  the  said  Town.  And  praying  that  they  may  be  impowcred  to  Raise  .assess 
and  levy  their  Ministerial  Charges  independent  of  any  other  denomination  of  Christians  in 
the  said  Town,  or  that  they  may  be  otherwise  releived. 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Ordered  that  M^  Hobson,  Coll".  Gilbert  and 
M^  Bigelow  of  Worcester  with  such  as  shall  be  joined  by  the  HoniJ'"  Board  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  take  this  Petition  into  Consideration  and  report  what  they  shall  judge  proper  to  be 
done;  the  said  Committee  are  desired  to  enquire  into  the  provision  made  in  the  Law  re- 
specting the  people  called  Quakers  and  Annababtists. 

In  Council,  Read  &  Concurred  and  James  Otis  &  Samuel  Dexter  Esq"  are  joined."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  234 

•     "  June  2,  1772.    A  Petition  of  John  Burgheart  and  others  of  Great  Barrington,  as  entred 
the  30"».  day  of  May  last. 

In  Council.  The  Committee  on  this  Petition  having  reported  verbally  as  their  opinion 
that  the  Petitioners  notify  the  Town  of  Great  Barrington ;  thereupon  ordered  that  the  Pe- 
titioners serve  the  said  Town  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  tliat  they  may  shew  cause  if 
any  they  have,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court  why  the 
prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Con- 
curred." — /6(V^., />.  23G. 

"  Jan.  16,  1773.  A  Petition  of  John  Borghardt  and  others  of  Great  Barrington,  as  en- 
tered the  30  day  of  May  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  and  Ordered  that  the  prayer  of  this  Petition  be  granted,  and  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned.  In  the 
House  J3f  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  386. 

"  This  is  the  first  Instance  of  impowering  any  Society  for  religious  worship]  except 
those  of  the  Congregatiotial  Denomination,  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of  the  Minister 
&c."  —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  17, 1773:  *^  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T."  vol. 
82,  P.  p.,  14.  J  >     I-         ,  y.  , 

Chap.  50.  "The  Provision  by  this  Act,  to  enable  new  Plantations  to  assess  their  Pro- 
portion of  the  Province  Tax,  is  agreable  to  the  Provision  made  for  Towns  and  Districts." 
—  Ibid. 

"  Mar.  8,  1774.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  at  a  Session  of  the  General 
Court  in  January  1773  there  was  an  Act  passed  intitled  *  An  Act  to  enable  and  inipower 
the  Inhabitants  of  new  plantations  within  this  Province  enjoined  and  sulyected  by  Law 
or  that  may  hereafter  be  enjoined  and  subjected  to  pay  Province  and  County  Taxes  to 
assess,  levy  and  collect  the  same,'  wherein  it  is  enacted  'that  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Gen- 
eral Sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  several  Counties  within  this  Province  wherein  any  of  tljc 
aforesaid  new  plantations  lye  shall  in  some  convenient  time  before  the  third  Monday  of 
May  then  next,  make  and  cause  to  be  delivered  a  Warrant  under  his  hand  directed  to 
some  principal  Inhabitant  in  each  of  said  new  plantations  within  their  respective  Counties 
requiring  such  Inhabitant  to  notify  all  the  Inhabitants  of  said  new  plantation  to  assemble 
and  meet  together  on  the  said  third  Monday  of  May  to  choose  a  Clerk,  Collectors  nnd  As- 
sessors for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  said  Act.  And  whereas  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  County  of  Lincoln  by  reason  of  the  great  disjtance 
he  lives  from  Boston  and  the  difflcnlty  of  convej'ance  in  the  Spring  of  the  year,  Could  iKjt 
obtain  the  said  Act  till  after  the  said  third  Monday  of  May,  the  time  mentioned  in  snid 
Act  for  holding  said  Meetings;  by  reason  whereof  the  several  plantations  wjtiiin  the 
County  of  Lincoln  have  not  been  able  to  choose  any  of  the  Officers  mentioned  in  saiil  Art 
nor  to  assess  the  Province  or  County  Tax  which  has  been  laid  upon  them.  Resolved  that 
the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  County  of  Lincoln  shall  in 
some  convenient  time  before  the  third  Monday  of  May  next  make  and  cause  to  be  deliv- 
ered a  Warrant  under  his  hand  directed  to  some  principal  Inhabitant  in  each  of  said  new 
plantations  within  said  County  of  Lincoln  requiring  such  Inhabitant  to  notify  all  the  In- 
habitants of  said  new  plantations  to  assemble  and  meet  together  on  the  said  third  Mon- 
day of  May  next  to  choose  a  Clerk,  Collectors  and  Assessors  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  said  Act.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Council 
Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  270. 

Chap.  51.  "  To  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  the  honourable  his  Majesty's  Council,  & 
the  honourable  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in 
General  Court  assembled,  the  6"'  of  January  1773  — 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  hereto  Humbly  sheweth, 

That  the  Great  &  General  Court  of  the  said  Province  at  their  Session  in  May  1769 
passed  an  Act,  entitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Destruction  of  Alewives  &  other  Fish  in 
Ipswich  River,  &  to  encourage  the  Increase  of  the  same ' ;  setting  forth  in  the  Preamble  of 
it  that  heretofore  great  Variety  of  Fish,  particularly  Salmon,  Bass,  ShadSc  Alewives  used 
to  pass  up  said  River  to  cast  their  Spawn  in  the  natural  Ponds  emptying  into  the  same, 
but  that  the  Passages  for  them  had  been  almost  totally  obstructed  by  Mill-Dams  across 
the  said  River  &  its  Branches :  and  therein  made  Provision  for  opening  proper  Passages 
to  renew  the  Course  of  said  Fish  up  said  River.  Which  Act  has  been  already  found  to 
answer,  in  a  great  Measure,  the  End  for  which  it  was  made ;  very  considerable  Numbers 
of  Alewives  having  been  since  observed  to  pass  up  the  Branch  of  said  River  leading  into 
Middleton  Pond  to  cast  their  Spawn,  &  innumerable  Multitudes  of  the  young  Fry  to  pass 
down.  Many  of  the  young  Fry  have  also  been  seen  passing  down  from  other  Ponds  into 
which  a  few  Alewives  have  been  put  at  the  Time  of  spawning;  particularly  from  the 
Ponds  in  Danvers,  Topsfield,  &  Wilmington.  And  their  Numbers  will  most  assuredly  be 
increasing  annually,  if  the  Passages  for  them  are  kept  open  agreeably  to  the  Provisions  of 
said  Act.  The  Cod-fish  also  &  Haddock  have  been  taken  in  the  Bay  in  much  greater 
Plenty  than  before  the  passing  the  said  Act;  this  many  of  us  can  testify  of  our  own 
Knowledge,  &  others  of  us  believe  from  well-grounded  Reports. — 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  pray  your  Excellency  &  Honours  that  it  may  be  enacted 
that  the  said  Act,  which  was  to  be  in  Force  no  longer  than  till  the  fifteenth  day  of  April 
next,  may  be  made  perpetual;  or  otherwise  continued  in  Force  for  six  or  nine  Years 
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longer:  By  which  Time  your  Petitioners  apprehend  it  will  be  abundantly  manifest  that 
the  giving  the  Fish  a  free  Course  in  said  River  &  its  Branches  must  prove  of  vast  utility 
to  the  Publick,  &  be  particularly  beneficial  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Essex. 
Or  if  your  Petitioners  should,  conti-ary  to  former  well-attested  Facts,  or  more  recent 
Experience,  &  the  Nature  of  Things,  be  disappointed  in  their  reasonable  Expectations: 
Yet  they  cannot  but  think  it  well  deserving  of  a  farther  Trial :  And  less  than  six  Years 
more  they  are  clearly  of  Opinion  will  not  be  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  Point  in  Ques- 
tion. 

The  Reason  of  your  Petitioners'  requesting  a  Continuance  of  the  Act  for  so  long  Time 
is  —  That  from  the  best  Observations  which  have  been  made,  it  is  supposed  the  Aleioives 
will  not  enter  &  frequent  any  Pond  unless  they  are  first  carried  &  put  into  it;  and  that 
the  young  Fry  after  going  down  to  the  Sea,  do  not  return  under  three  Years. 

Your  Petitioners  also  beg  Leave  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  &  Honours,  that  some 
of  them  have  seen,  &  others  of  them  been  credibly  informed  that  some  Works  have  been 
erected  at  Warners  Mill-Dam  in  said  Ipswich,  about  the  Fish-Passage,  whereby  it  is 
apprehended  the  Fish  are  obstructed,  because  they  have  thereby  to  struggle  against  the 
Violence  of  the  Stream  for  a  Length  of  about  thirty  Feet,  when  as  the  proper,  original 
Thickness  of  the  Dam  is  but  about  fifteen  Feet :  Which  Works  your  Petitioners  apprehend 
it  necessary  to  have,  &  pray  that  they  may  be,  removed:  And  that  nothing  be  suffered  to 
be  put  within  four  Feet  of  the  southern  Side  of  said  Passage,  cither  on  the  upper  er  lower 
Side  of  said  Dam,  (or  of  any  other  Dams  on  said  River)  higher  than  the  Mud-Sill;  excei)t 
a  Brace  from  the  Cap-Piece  to  secure  the  Dam.  And  also  that  some  further  Pi'ovision 
may  be  made  to  secure  to  the  Fish  a  Passage  down  to  the  Sea. 

Notwithstanding  the  Committees  of  the  Towns  of  Topsfield  &  Boxford  have  consulted 
with  the  Proprietors  of  the  Mill-Dams  across  said  River  in  the  Town  of  Ipswich,  &  a 
Majority  of  those  Committees  consented  to  the  Terms  proposed  among  them  respecting  the 
Fish  Passages  in  s''  Dams,  as  tho'  an  Act  framed  according  to  those  Terms  would  be 
sufficient;  yet  your  Petitioners  are  of  Opinion  that  nothing  materially  short  of  the  Pro- 
visions of  the  Act  already  made  will  effectually  secure  to  the  Fish  a  free  &  sufficient 
Passage  thro'  said  Dams.  Wherefore  your  Petitioners,  as  before,  pray  the  same  Act  may 
be  continued  in  Force." —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  87,  p.  o52. 

This  petition  is  signed  by  Robert  Hooper  and  310  others,  inhabitants  of  Marblehead, 
Manchester,  Beverly,  Boxford,  Gloucester  and  Reading. 

"  To  His  Exclency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq'",  the  Hon'b'''  His  Majesty's  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Massachu"^.  Bay  in  General  Court  Assembled  this  6"' 
Day  of  Jany;  A  D  .  1773. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Town  of  Ipswich  Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  this  Great  &  Hon^''"  Court  were  pleas'd  to  pass  an  Act  Intituled  an  Act  to  prevent 
the  Destruction  of  Alewives  and  other  Fish  in  I]iswich  River,  which  Act  took  place  the  20"' 
Day  of  April  1770  &  was  to  Continue  untill  the  20"'  day  of  April  1773  :  Among  other  things 
it  is  thereon  Enacted,  that  the  Proprietors  of  the  three  dams  Across  the  river  witliin  this  Town 
Should  Open  Passages  tkr'o  their  respective  dams  six  feet  wide  and  to  Extend  from  the 
Top  of  s^i  dams,  down  to  the  mud  sell,  for  the  space  of  Fifty  five  days  :  &  the  saw  Mills 
Situate  at  s^>  dams,  were  Ordered  to  Stand  still  the  same  space  of  time,  by  reason  whereof: 
your  Memorialists  from  time  to  time  have  Suffered  very  Considerable  Damage  —  Yet  as 
they  were  sensible  of  the  Importance  of  preserving  and  Encouraging  Fish;  were  Content 
to  undergo  the  disadvantages  arising  from  said  Act,  in  hopos  it  would  have  answer'd  the 
desired  JEffect. —  And  Althoug''  we  find  little  or  no  Alteration  as  to  the  Increasing  of 
Fish  in  this  River  since  the  passing  the  said  Act:  Yet  being  Willing  that  every  thing 
should  be  done  that  was  Necessary  for  the  fish  to  have  a  passage  up  the  said  River: 
This  Town  thought  it  prudent  to  Appoint  a  Committee  to  take  this  Matter  into  consider- 
ation Who  having  View'd  the  several  Mills  after  deliberate  &  Mature  Advisement  made 
their  report  to  this  Town  which  was  Unanimously  Accepted  by  them  and  as  this  report  is 
Agreeable  to  the  Sentiments  of  the  Town  —  They  Therefore  ISIost  Humbly  Pray  your 
Exclency  &  Hon""^ ;  that  an  Act  or  Law  of  this  Province  may  be  made  confor'^'^',  to  the  said 
report  as  they  arc  fullj'  satisfied  it  will  Answer  all  the  Ends  propos'd  without  Distress- 
ing the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town — and  as  in  Duty  Bound  your  Memorialists  will  Ever 
pray  — 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Town  — 

Dan'- Rogers  To"  Clerk."—  Ibid.,  p.  559. 

The  following  is  the  report  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  memorial :  — 

"  The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Town  of  Ipswich  the  28"'  of  December  last,  to  take 
under  Consideration  the  Fish  Ways  in  Ipswich  River,  having  viewed  the  several  Dams, 
&  Passages  for  Fish,  beg  leave  to  Report. — 

That,  whereas  the  great  &  general  Court  past  an  Act  intitled  an  Act  to  prevent  the  De- 
struction of  Alewives,  &  other  Fish  in  Ipswich  River,  and  among  other  Things,  it  is 
enacted,  that  the  Proprietors  of  Warner's  &  Farley's  Mill-Dam  shall  keep  a  Passage 
through  their  respective  Dams,  six  Feet  wide,  to  extend  from  the  Top  of  said  Dams  as 
low  as  the  Mud-Sell,  from  the  twentieth  Day  of  April  to  the  fifteenth  Day  of  June  in 
Order  for  a  Passage  for  said  Fish ;  which  is  a  very  gi'cat  Damase  to  the  Town  of  Ipswich 
as  well  as  to  the  Proprietors  of  s''  Mills,  as  by  far  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Town  are  de- 
pendent on  these  Mills  to  grind  their  Grain,  and  although  by  Reason  of  its  being  wet 
Seasons  for  three  years,  past,  we  have  not  greatly  suffered,  yet  should  it  be  so  dry  in  that 
season  of  the  year  as  it  often  is,  the  Mills  could  not  possibly  go  to  any  Effect.  —  It  is  also 
a  great  Damage  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  Mills,  as  the  cutting  off  the  Cap  of  the  Dams 
weakens  them  to  a  great  Degree,  and  l)oth  Warners  and  Farley's  Dams  have  been  greatly 
damaged  by  it,  and  it  is  evident  to  us  that  the  Cap  remaining  can  be  no  Obstruction  to  the 
Fish,  and  the  Passages  being  six  Feet,  is  not  only  a  needless  Waste  of  Water,  but  in  our 
Opinion  is  a  real  Disadvantage  to  the  Fish  going  thro' ;  and  would  propose  that  the  Ways 
thro'  said  Dams  extend  from  the  lower  side  of  the  Caps  of  s''.  Dams  to  the  mud  Sells,  an(? 
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bnt  three  feet  wide  so  as  to  leave  half  of  the  former  Gale  for  an  Eddy  at  the  Entrance  of 
the  Passage,  whicli  wc  conceive  to  lie  of  great  Service  to  assist  the  Fish  in  going  up. —  » 

And  as  it  is  farther  enacted  in  the  afore-said  Act,  That  tlic  Flooni  at  Choate's  Mill  (so 
called)  be  six  feet  wide  in  the  same  Manner  as  at  Warner  &  Farley  Mill  where  the  waste 
Gate  now  is.  —  Bnt  as  the  Dam  across  the  main  River  at  these  Mills  is  almost  entirely 
formed  by  Nature  being  a  gradual  Ascent  of  Rocks,  &  more  than  twenty  Feet  of  it  noth- 
ing but  a  Mud-Sell  let  into  the  Rocks  for  the  Couvenience  of  putting  up  Plank  to  raise  the 
Water  in  a  dry  Time,  by  the  Salt  Water  which  tiows  over  this  Dam  about  one  foot  &  an 
half  in  a  Common  Tide;  It  is  therefore  very  evident  to  us  that  there  not  the  least  Neces- 
sity for  any  Passage  at  this  Gate,  as  there  is  nothing  in  Nature  to  obstruct  the  Fish  from 
going  over  this  Dam,  and  is  their  natural  Course,  but  we  would  enjoin  it  upon  the  Pro- 
prietors of  this  Dam  not  to  put  up  any  Thing  on  said  Dam  during  the  Time  that  shall  be 
allowed  for  the  fish  to  run. — 

And  as  it  is  further  enacted  in  the  above  recited  Act,  that  the  Saw  Mills  standing  on 
said  Ipswich  River  shall  not  be  suffered  to  go  during  the  Terra  aforesaid.  —  We  would 
beg  Leave  to  observe  that  the  saw  Mills  in  the  River  within  the  Bounds  of  Ipswich  are 
very  peculiarly  situated,  viz.  Those  at  Warner's  &  Farley's  Dam  being  on  the  opposite 
Side  of  the  River  where  the  Passage  is  cut  thro'  for  Fish,  and  the  Flooms  of  said  Saw- 
Mills  tending  towards  the  Shore  doth  in  a  great  Measure  prevent  the  saw  Dust  from  float- 
ing to  the  other  side  of  the  River,  where  the  Fish  naturally  go,  and  the  River  at  the  Tales 
of  those  Mills  is  160  Feet  wide.  And  that  saw  Mill  at  the  lower  Falls  is  a  considerable 
Distance  from  the  main  River  where  the  Fish  naturally  go,  and  the  Floom  at  this  Saw 
Mill  is  200  Feet  from  the  opposite  side,  and  leads  into  a  large  Cove  where  the  saw  Dust 
lodges  intirely  free  from  the  main  Current  of  the  River :  —  We  would  further  observe  that 
from  the  best  Information  we  can  obtain  there  never  was  any  Objection  to  the  Saw  Mills 
going 'till  the  late  Act  referred  to  above:  And  now  notwithstanding  the  Proprietors  have 
strictly  adhered  to  the  Law  and  the  Mills  have  stood  Still  during  the  Term  afore-said  for 
three  years  Successively,  yet  there  is  few  or  no  Fish  gone  up  this  River  as  we  can  learn, 
and  added  to  the  other  Reasons  that  have  been  given  that  the  Saw  Mills  may  go,  we 
would  Observe,  that  these  Mills  are  often  stop'd  in  the  Winter  by  the  Ice,  and  the  Season 
of  the  Year  that  they  are  stop'd  by  this  Act,  is  the  Principal  Time  for  them  to  be  im- 
proved, and  the  greatest  Pai-t  of  the  Town  are  dependent  on  the  Said  Saw  Mills  for  their 
Boards,  Rails  &c,  and  some  Instances  can  be  produced  where  People  could  not  till  so 
much  of  their  Ground  as  was  necessary  for  them  to  do,  for  want  of  fencing  Stuff,  wholly 
by  Reason  of  the  Saw  Mills  standing  still ;  wherefore  we  would  propose,  which  is  of 
greatest  Imxwrtance  to  the  Publick,  the  Improvement  of  those  Mills,  or  the  Damage  aris- 
ing from  the  bare  Possibility  of  the  Saw  Dust  obstructing  the  Fish :  —  On  the  whole  we 
are  of  Opinion  that  there  is  no  Necessity  for  the  Saw  Mills  standing  still  any  Part  of  the 
Time  described  in  the  Act  referred  to  above.  — 

We  would  also  further  Observe  that  from  the  best  Intelligence  we  can  get,  that  the  ale- 
wives  are  never  known  to  run  for  more  than  thirty  Days  together  in  one  River,  Wherefore 
we  think  that  the  Time  for  the  Passage  to  be  kept"  open  is  longer  than  is  any  ways 
needful! 

Stephen  Choate 
Joseph  Appleton 
Dated  Ipswich  January  4""  1773  Isaac  Smith 

John  Crockek 
John  Choate 

Read  &  accepted  at  a  legal  Meeting  held  by  Adjournment  January  4'i«  1773. 

Dan^-  Noyes  Clerk  pi'o  Tempore 
a  true  Copy  on  File 

Attest'. 

Dan^  Notes  Clerk  pro  Tempore." — Ibid.,  p.  561. 

"  Jan.  21,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Caleb  Warner  and  others,  owners  of  Mills  in  Ipswich  in 
the  County  of  Essex  —  Setting  forth — That  the  Act  passed  by  the  General  Court  at  their 
Session  in  May  1769  requiring  them  to  keep  open  a  passage  in  the  Mill  dams  for  the  Fish 
to  pass  up  Ipswich  River  into  the  Ponds  to  Spawn,  has  occasioned  great  loss  and  damage 
to  them,  and  that  no  profit  or  advantage  has  arisen  to  any  one  Town  thereby.  And,  as 
the  said  Act  is  near  expiring,  praying  that  no  other  Act  touching  the  said  Fish  way  may 
pass,  but  what  is  conformable  to  an  agreement  lately  made  with  the  Committees  of  the 
several  Towns  concerned  in  the  Fish. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Read  and  Ordered  that  Major  Fuller  CoK  Gerrish 
and  Cap'.  Barney  with  such  as  the  hon''J«  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  this 
Petition  and  all  the  papers  relating  thereto  into  consideration  viz',  the  Petition  of  Benja- 
min Pickman  Esq^  and  others,  the  Petition  of  Robert  Hooper  Esq'',  and  others,  the 
Memorial  of  the  Town  of  Ipswich. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  and  William  Brattle  &  Samuel  Phillips  Esq",  are 
joined." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  395. 

On  the  18th  of  February  this  committee  reported  to  the  Council  a  bill  to  prevent  the  de- 
struction of  alewives  and  other  fish  in  Ipswich  Rivei",  which  was  refused  an  engrossment, 
and  an  order  was  passed  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  continu- 
ing the  act  of  1769-70,  chapter  6.  The  House  refused  to  concur  in  this  order;  but,  after  a 
delay  of  nearly  two  weeks,  appointed  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  continuing  the 
said  act,  for  one  year.  The  committee  immediately  brought  in  a  bill  substantially  agree- 
ing with  the  bill  reported  Feb.  18,  whereupon,  on  the  fifth  of  March,  the  House  reconsid- 
ered its  vote  for  reviving  the  act  of  1769,  and  granted  leave  for  the  introduction  of  the  bill 
last  repoi'ted,  which  was  passed  to  be  enacted  on  the  same  day. 

"A  Law  to  prevent  Obstructions  for  the  Passage  of  Fish." — Gov,  Hutchinson  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  YJ,  1773 :  <'  Mass.  Barj,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  14. 


288  Pkovince  Laws.  — 1772-73.  [Notes.] 

Chap.  52.  "The  several  Acts  revived  by  this  Law  have  already  received  his  Majesty's 
aUowaiH'c,  and  most  of  tliein  have  been,  in  force  many  years.  The  Practice  of  revivinj?  a 
great  number  of  Laws  l)y  one  Act,  has  lonR  prevailed.  It  is  liable  to  this  Inconvenience 
that  any  part  of  an  Act  whicli  may  be  exceptionable,  cannot  be  disapproved  by  the  King, 
without  disapprovinf,'  the  whole,  which  might  distress  the  Province.  If  exception  be 
talccn  to  any  temporary  Law,  it  therefore  seems  to  be  convenient,  that  previous  to  the  ex- 
piration of  it.  the  Governor  should  bo  instructed,  not  to  assent  to  the  Revival."  —  Ibid. 

Supiilcmentary  note  to  chapter  6.  —  In  answer  to  the  following  petition,  the  bill  of 
this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time  in  the  House,  Juno  18th,  and  passed  the  usual  stages,  to 
cnactmant,  without  opposition : 

♦'  To  his  I'lxccllcncy  'I'homas  Hutchinson  Esq:.  Governor  h  Commander  in  chief  of  his 
Majestys  Provinco  of  Massachusetts  Hay  in  New  l-ingland,  the  hon'''"  his  Majestys 
Council,  and  the  bon'>'"  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled  tho  27"' 
day  of  May  1772  — 

ilnnibly  Shew  your  Petitioners,  Su1)scribers  hereunto,  That  they  were  unanimously  ap- 
pointed uOominitteo  l)y  the  Proprietors  of  Boston  Pier,  or  long  Wharf  so  called  in  Bos- 
ton at  their  Meeting  on  the  20"'  day  of  April  last,  at  which  Meeting  the  Proprietors  of 
Soventcen  Sliares  &  Three  Quarters  woro  present,  to  prepare  &  prefer  a  Petition  to  this 
Lon'''" '  Court,  praying  that  tho  said  Proprietors  may  be  incorporatctl  in  order  more  clFoc- 
♦tually  to  transact  the  business  of  tho  Propriety,  and  imiiowcred  to  subject  the  respective 
'Interests  of  tho  several  Projirictors  to  tho  disposal  of  tho  Pi'oijrictors  by  their  Votes  at 
'any  legal  Meeting  duly  notilied  for  the  Purpose,  when  it  shall  be  found  necessary  in 
'order  to  inako  good  the  Engagements  of  the  Proprietors  for  dcfrcying  tho  (.'liargos  of 
'Addition  or  Ucpairs  which  have  been,  or  liercafter  may  bo  Voted  and  Ordered  at  any 
'  legal  Mooting.' 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  beg  leave  to  represent  to  Yonr  Excellency  &  Honours  That 
in  tho  Year  1715  Tiio  said  Wharf  was  by  dccti  under  the  hands  &  .Seals  of  the  then  Pro- 
prietors diviilcd  into  twenty  four  Sliari-s,  in  which  deed  it  was  among  other  things  agreed 
to  keep  tiio  said  Wliarf  in  good  &  sullicient  repair:  and  that  if  any  particular  Proprietor 
should  neglect  or  refuse  to  repair  their  rcsi)Cclivo  parts,  it  should  bo  done  l)y  the  Proprie- 
tors Connnittco,  and  the  cost  &  charge  bo  deducted  out  of  such  particular  l'roi)rielors 
share  of  tho  common  wliarfage,  and  that  by  said  deed  they  warranted  to  each  Proprietor 
his  share  as  then  allotted  'so  nevertheless  as  always  to  l)o  and  continue  subject  to  the 
'Rules  ^  llsgiilations  for  the  management  &  improvement  of  tho  whole  wharf  or  pier, 
'  and  upholding  the  same  in  good  order  &  rc])air,  and  in  such  methods  and  manner  as  are 
'  already  or  shall  further  be  agreed  upon  by  tho  major  part  of  the  Proprietors  and  entwed 
« in  their  Hook  ' 

That  in  consequence  of  such  agreement  tho  said  Pioi'  or  Wharf  has  been  kept  in  repair 
by  tho  Income  thereof  ever  since;  but  that  wilhin  a  few  Years  past  it  was  greatly  gone  to 
decay  and  in  danger  of  being  utterly  lost:  wlicrcupon  tho  Proprietors  agreed  to  build  a 
Stono  Head  further  out  towards  tiie  ClianncI  in  order  to  secure  the  whole  Interest,  which 
they  have  in  a  great  moasiu-c  eUcclcd,  the  said  1  lead  still  lying  in  common  &  undivided ; 
but  that  tho  cost  and  charge  of  sucli  Work  will  amount  to  much  more  than  tho  Income  of 
the  said  Wharf  will  dcfrcy  or  reimburse  for  many  Years  to  come- 
Wherefore  Your  Petitioners  pray  That  tho  Proprietors  of  the  said  Wharf  may  be  incor- 
porated, more  especially  for  the  ]>urposes  Ijeforcmcntioned  &  as  expressed  in  their  Vote 
of  tho  2i)"'  of  April  last:  and  Your  Petitionei-s  shall  as  in  ilnty  bound  ever  pray  &c. 

Anu^"  Oijvkk,       ^ 
Ja"  BoFTiNKAi-,     >Com£i'." 
Arnold  AVi;lles.  ) 
—Records  of  the  Proprietors  of  Boston  Pier,  vol.  I.,  />.  lij?- 
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ACTS 

Passed  at   the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Bos- 
ton,  ON  THE  Twenty-sixth  day   of  May,   A.  D. 

1773- 


CHAPTEE    1. 

AN    ACT    FOR    FURNISHING  THE    MILITIA    OF  THIS    PROVINCE    WITH 
TWELVE   BRASS  FIELD-PIECES. 

Whereas  the  furnishing  of  the  militia  of  this  province,  especially  Preamble, 
near  the  sea-coast,  with  a  number  of  light  field-pieces,  will  tend  much 
to  his  majesty's  service  in  the  safety  of  this  province  ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 

[Sect.  1.]    That  there  be  purchased  at  the  expence  of  tliis  province,  Commissary 
as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  twelve  brass  field  three-pounders  ; 
and  the  commissary-general  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  pui--  lirasr'fieKi'.' 
chase  said  twelve  brass  field-pieces,  accordingly  ;   and  that  he  cause  P"^"''*- 
the  same  to  be  compleatly  mounted  and  equip [pjed  for  service  ;  and 
that  they  be  assigned  to  such  companies,  or  regiments,  of  the  militia 
of  this  province,  as  the  captain-general  shall  think  most  for  his  maj- 
esty's service,  and  safety  of  this  province. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  said  field-pieces,  or  any  of  them,  shall  not,  in 
any  case  whatever,  be  sent  or  conveyed  without  the  limits  of  this 
province,  without  the  consent  of  the  general  court.  \_Passed  and  pub- 
lished June  29. 


directed  to 
urchase  twelve 


CHAPTER    2. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  EXPLANATORY  OF,  AN  ACT  ENTITLED 
"AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  A  MAJOR  PART  OF  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE 
PEACE  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BOSTON,  AND  THE  MAJOR  PART  OF  THE 
SELECTMEN  OF  THE  SAID  TOWN,  TO  LAY  OUT  A  STREET  FROM 
MIDDLE  STREET  TO  ANN  STREET  IN  SAID  TOWN;  AND  ALSO  TO 
REPEAL  AND  SET  ASIDE  WHAT  WAS  DONE  BY  A  MAJOR  PART  OF 
THE  JUSTICES  OF  SAID  TOWN,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  SELECTMEN, 
RELATIVE  TO  THE  LAYING  OUT  A  STREET  IN  THE  SAME  PLACE, 
IN  APRIL,   ONE   THOUSAND   SEVEN    HUNDRED   AND   SIXTY-SEVEN." 

"Wuereas  a  major  part  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  town  of  Preamble 
Boston,  and  a  major  part  of  the  selectmen  of  said  town,  in  conse- 
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queuce  of  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  last  session  of  tbe  general 
i772-78,chap.27  court,  entitled  "An  Act  to  empower  a  major  part  of  the  justices  of 
the  peace  of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  a  major  part  of  the  selectmen 
of  said  town,  to  lay  out  a  street  from  Middle  Street  to  Ann  Street  in 
said  town  ;  and  also  to  repeal  and  set  aside  what  was  done  lij  a  major 
part  of  the  justices  of  said  town,  together  with  the  selectmen,  relative 
to  the  laying  out  a  street  in  the  same  place,  in  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven,"  proceeded  to  lay  out  a  street  of 
twenty  feet  wide,  from  Middle  Street  to  Ann  Street ;  but,  in  running 
the  line  of  that  wedth  as  directed,  they  found  that  about  six  feet  of 
two  dwelling-houses  belonging  to  George  Broughton  Gedney,  near 
unto  Middle  Street,  stand  upon  and  will  be  included  in  said  proposed 
street  of  twenty  feet  in  wedth  ;  and  whereas  a  doubt  has  arisen 
whether  the  justices  and  selectmen,  by  the  act  aforesaid,  had  power  to 
lay  out  said  street  so  far  only  as  where  it  meets  with  said  Getlne3''s 
dwelling-house  and  land,  or  whether  they  ought  not  to  lay  out  and 
extend  the  same  through  t^aid  houses  and  land,  to  Middle  Street,  of  the 
full  wedth  aforesaid,  notwithstanding  it  might  appear  that  tlie  benefit 
arising  thereby  to  the  abutters  on  said  street,  and  other  inhabitants, 
would  not  compensate  for  the  expence  and  damage  which  would  be 
thereby  occasioned  ;  wherefore,  for  removing  said  doubts  and  any 
difficulties  that  may  hereafter  arise  rel.ative  to  said  street,  or  the  land 
belonging  to  the  said  Gedney,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Ilepresi')itati,vi'^, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  town  of  Boston, 
and  the  selectmen  of  said  town,  or  a  major  part  of  each,  be,  and  thev 
are  hereby, empowered  and  directed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  lay  out 
said  street  twenty  feet  in  wedth,  beginning  at  Ann  Street,  and  so 
runing  up  Paddy's  Alley  to  the  brick  wall  on  the  eastermost  end  of 
said  Gedney's  land  in  said  alley,  and  no  further. 

And  whereas^  it  is  represented  that  about  midway  .whei'e  said  street  ■ 
is  proposed  to  be  laid  out  the  lands  are  vacant,  and  that  it  will  be 
much  more  convenient  and  commodious  if  said  street  was,  thereabouts, 
in  some  parts  of  it,  of  greater  wedth  than  twenty  feet,  — 
Be  it  farther  macted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  said  justices  and  selectmen,  or  a  major  part 
of  each,  shall  judge  it  more  convenient  to  have  said  stieet  of  a 
greater  wedth  than  twenty  feet  in  or  near  the  middle  part  of  it,  where 
the  lands  are  vacant,  they  are  hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  lay 
out  the  same  accordingly,  the  act  aforesaid  notwitlistanding  :  and  in 
ail  other  things  the  justices,  selectmen,  jury,  and  all  jteisioMs  inter- 
ested or  concerned,  are  to  proceed  according  to  tiie  direclions  of  ilie 
aforementioned  act.     {^Passed  and  published  June  2i). 


Ju8tice»  aiiJ 

selectmen, 

empowered. 
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CHAPTER    3. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  A  CERTAIN  TRACT  OF  LAND  ON  THE 
WESTERLY  SIDE  OF  PENOBSCOT  BAY,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME 
OF   BELFAST. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  on  the  westerly  Preami.iP 
side  of  Penobscot  Bay,  in   the  county  of   Lincoln,  are  desirous   of 
being  incorporated  into  and  invested  with  the  powers  and  privileges 
of  a  town  ;  therefore,  — 

Bp  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  tract  of  land  aforesaid,  bounded  as  follows;  BomidHof 
viz.,  begining  at  the  westerly  bounds  of  the  township  of  Frankfort;  ^''"^^""■• 
from  thence,  westerly,  round  the  harbour  called  Passageeswokey,  to 
Little  River  ;  from  thence,  up  said  river,  as*  far  as  salt  water  flows  ; 
then,  crossing  said  river,  to  a  black-burch  tree,  computed  to  be  thirty- 
seven  chains  ;  from  thence,  south,  sixty-eight  degrees  west,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  chains,  to  a  burch-tree  ;  from  thence,  north, 
twenty-two  degrees  west,  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  chains,  to  a 
rock-maple  tree,  one  rod,  westeily,  from  a  quarry  of  stones;  from 
thence,  north,  sixty-eight  degrees  east,  six  hundred  and  two  chains,  to 
the  westerly  line  of  said  Frankfort;  from  thence,  south,  thirty-seven 
chains,  to  the  largest  of  Half-way-Creek  Ponds  ;  from  thence,  down 
said  creek,  to  the  bounds  first  mentioned, — be  and  hereby  is  erected 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Belfast ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be 
and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties, which  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  within  this  pruN'inoe,  respec- 
tively, do,  or  by  law  ought  to,  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.   2.]     That  Thomas  Goldthwait,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  Thomaa  Ooi.i- 
irapowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  |.m*^owerp!l  to 
in  said  town,  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  in  said  town,  quali-  cuii  a  meeting, 
fied  by  law  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as 
shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  chuse  all  officers  as  shall  be  necessary 
to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  town  ;  at  which  said  first  meeting  all 
the  then  present  male  inhabitants  that  shall   be   arrived  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote.     \_Passed  and  pub- 
lished June  29. 


CHAPTER   4. 

AN   ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  A    PLANTATION     CALLED     BROADBAY, 
INTO  A  TO"\VN  BY  THE  NAME   OF  WALDOBOROUGH. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants   of  the  plantation  called    Broadbay,    in  Preamble. 

the  county  of  Lincoln,  have  represented  to  this  court  that  they  labour 

under  many  great  difficulties  and  inconveniencies  by  reason  of  their 

not  being  incorporated  into  a  town  ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 

[Sect.   1  ]     That  the  said  plantation,  commonly  called  and  known  Bounds  of 

by  the  name  of    Broadbay,   bounded  as  follows  ;  viz.,  to  begin  at  the  Waidoborough. 

north-west  corner  bound  of  the  town  of  Bristol,  in  said  county,  at  a 
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stake  standing  on  the  bank  of  the  Duck-puddle  Brook,  so  called ; 
thence,  running  northerly,  by  said  brook  and  pond,  to  the  northerly 
end  of  said  pond,  to  a  pine-tree  marked  on  four  sides ;  thence,  to  run 
north,  five  hundred  and  sixty  rods,  to  a  pine-tree  marked  on  four 
sides ;  thence,  to  run  north,  twenty-two  degrees  and  thirty  minutes 
east,  seventeen  hundred  rods,  to  a  spruce-tree  marked  on  four  sides  ; 
thence,  to  run  east  south-east,  eleven  hundred  and  twenty  rods,  to  a 
birch-tree  marked  on  four  sides ;  thence,  to  run  south,  seven  degrees 
east,  sixteen  hundred  rods,  to  a  maple-tree  marked  on  four  sides ; 
thence,  to  run  south,  nineteen  degrees  west,  nine  hundred  aud  sixty 
rods,  to  a  spruce-tree  marked  on  four  sides  ;  thence,  to  run  south-east, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  rods,  to  a  fir-tree  marked  on  four  sides ; 
thence,  to  run  south,  fifteen  degrees  east,  three  hundred  and  twenty 
rods,  to  a  stake  standing  on  the  bank  of  Little  Pond,  so  called  ; 
thence,  easterly,  by  the  shore  of  said  pond,  to  the  easterl}'  part  there- 
of ;  thence,  south,  fifteen  degrees  east,  to  a  stake  standing  on  the 
bank  of  the  Southerly  Pond,  so  called ;  thence,  easterly,  by  the  shore 
of  the  said  pond,  to  the  easterly  part  thereof;  thence,  south,  fifteen 
degrees  east,  one  hundred  rods,  to  a  spruce-tree  marked  on  four 
sides  ;  thence,  running  south,  twelve  degrees  west,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  rods,  to  a  spruce-ti'ee  marked  on  four  sides  ;  thence,  running 
north-west,  four  hundred  rods,  to  Goose  River,  so  called  ;  thence, 
southerly,  down  said  river,  in  the  middle  thereof,  to  its  entrance  into 
the  bay ;  thence,  northerly  and  westerly,  by  the  shore  of  the  bay, 
round  the  Back  Cove,  so  called ;  thence,  to  continue  by  the  shore, 
southerly  and  westerly,  to  the  southerly  part  of  Passage  Point, 
otherwise  called  Jones's  Neck ;  thence,  westerly,  across  the  narrow? 
of  Broadbay  River  until  it  strilces  the  southerly  part  of  Havenar's 
Point,  so  called ;  thence,  westerly,  round  the  shore  of  said  point,  and 
northerly,  by  the  shore  of  the  eastern  branch  of  Broad  Cove  ;  thence, 
round  the  head  of  said  cove,  westerly  and  southerly,  until  it  comes  to 
a  red-oak  tree  standing  on  the  land  of  Jacob  P^aton,  being  the 
easterly  corner  bound  of  the  town  of  Bristol  aforesaid ;  thence,  to 
run  north-westerly,  on  said  line  of  Bristol,  to  the  first-mentioned 
bounds,  —  be  and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  township  by  the  name  of 
"Waldoborough ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be  and  hereby  are 
invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  which  the  in- 
habitants of  the  towns  within  this  province,  respectively,  do,  or  by 
law  ought  to,  enjoy. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

Alexander  [Sect.  2.]     That  Alexander  Nichols,  Esq.,  be,  and  he   hereby  is, 

empo°wered*'to    impowercd  to  Issuc  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant 

call  a  meeting,    in  gaid  towuship,  to  uotify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  in  said  township 

to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  chuse 

all  such  officers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  said 

town  ;  at  which  said  first  meeting  all  the  then  present  male  inliabi- 

tants  arrived  to  twenty-one  years  of  age  shall  be  admitted  to  vote. 

[^Passed  and  published  June  29. 
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CHAPTER   5. 

AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  JONATHAN  GLOVER,  AND  OTHERS  THEREIN 
NAMED,  INTO  A  SOCIETY  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MARINE  SOCIETY  AT 
MARBLEHEAD,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX,  AND  PROVINCE  OF  THE 
MASSACHUSETTS  BAY,  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 

Whereas  a  considerable  number  of  persons  who  are  or  have  been  Preamble, 
masters  of  ships,  or  other  vessels,  at  Marblehead,  are  desirous  of  form- 
ing themselves  into  a  marine  society  for  the  purposes  of  improving 
the  knowledge  of  this  coast,  and  of  navigation  in  general,  by  the  sev- 
eral members  communicating  their  observations  relative  to  these  mat- 
ters, in  writing  ;  and  also  for  the  further  purposes  of  relieving  the 
families  and  persons  of  each  other,  in  cases  of  poverty  or  other  ad- 
verse accidents  of  life  which,  in  their  way  of  business,  they  are  more 
immediately  subject  to ;  and  whereas,  said  persons  have  prefered  a 
petition  to  the  great  and  general  court  of  this  province,  in  their  pres- 
ent session,  praying  that  they  may  be  incorporated  for  the  laudable 
purposes  aforesaid  ;  therefore,  — 

/>'•-  it  enacted  by  the  Governor.  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]     That  Jonathan  Glover,  Samuel  Hooper,  Samuel  Pote,  Jonathan 
Edward  Fettyplace,  Henry  Florance,  Richard  Stacy,  Joseph  Skilling,  ^,hJr"e*'mpow. 
Joseph  Bubier,  John  Stevens,  Jeremiah  Balister,  John  Burn[/i]am,  eredtomakoa 
lienjamin  Boden,  Alexander   Ross,  Richard  Hinckley,  William  An-  the ^lame'of  the 
drews,  George  Rappall,  Samuel  Green,  Michael  MerVicks,  Nathaniel  ?^'M'urbk.hea.p' 
Leech,  George  Gordon,  David  Leo,  Edward  Fettyplace,  jiin'^'^.,  John  Lee, 
John  [J]  [TJittle,  Amos  Grandy,  Peter  F[u][a]n[n][e'/,]il  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Coles,  John  CoUyer,  John  Russell,  Thomas  CoUyer,  Joseph  North- 
cy,  Nicholas  Bartlet[t],  William  Sinclair,  Hugh  Hill,  Edward  Bowen, 
John  Hooper,  John  Grush,  Joseph  Homan,  and  Richard  Doliber,  be  in- 
corporated and  made  a  body  politic  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  by  the 
name  of  the  Marine  Society  at  Marblehead,  in  New   England ;  and. 
that  they,  their  associates  and  successors,  have  perpetual  succession 
by  said  name,  and  have  a  power  of  making  by-laws,  for  the  preser — their  power, 
ration  and  advancement  of  said  body,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
this  govei'nment,  with  penalty  —  either  of  disfrancliisement  from  said 
society,  or  [of ]  [py~\  a  mulct  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings  —  or  with- 
out  penalties,    as    it   shall    seem   most   meet ;    and  have  leave  like- 
wise to  make  and  appoint  their  common  seal ;  and  be  liable  to  be  sued, 
and  enabled  to  sue,  and  make  purchases,  and  take  donations  of  real  DonationHnot 
and  personal  estate,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  :  provUUd,  the  rents  of  perlnnun^^"" 
the  real  estate,  together  with  the  interest  of  the  personal  estate,  shall 


not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum  ;  and  to  man- 
age and  dispose  said  estate  as  shall  seem  fit :  and  said  society  shall  Officers. 
have  a  master,  deputy-master,  treasurer   and  clerk,  and  other  oflScers 
they  shall  think  proper. 

And  he  it  therefore  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  said  Marine  Society,  shall,  on  the  first  Thurs-  First meeting.on 
day  in  August  next,  assemble  to  appoint  their  first  master,  deputy-  ^ay  in^lugust,' 
master,  treasurer  and  clerk,  and  other  officers   as   they  shall  think  i'^^3. 
proper,  and  their  seal,  and  make  by-laws  ;  and  said  officers  shall  con-  To  continue  to 
tinue  until  the  first  Thursday  of  October  next :  and  the  said  Marine  d?ay^n*oJtober" 
Society  shall  meet  then,  and  so,  annually,  afterwards,  on  the  said  first 
Thursday  of   October,  at  Marblehead  aforesaid,  to  chuse  a  master,  Thentochoos* 
deputy-master,  treasurer   and  clerk,  and  other  officers,  as  they  shall  otheTofficer^g 
think  proper ;  and  for  the  admission  of  new    inenibcis,  which  shall  be  fo' <^e year. 
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done  by  a  major  vote  of  the  members  present  at  said  numial  meeting; 

and  to  make,  alter  and  annul  their  by-laws  :  and  if,  by  reason  of  any 

emergency, the  business  of  said  annual  assembly  cannot  be  compleated 
To  adjourn,  ou  Said  day,  they  may  adjourn,  once,  to  a  short  day,  to  finish  it,  and  no 
once,  10  a  short  more;  and  said  society  shall  meet  at  said  Marblehead,  on  the  first 
To  meet  the  Thursday  of  cvcry  month,  for  all  other  business.  And  whenever  any 
in  every'monfh  of  the  oflSccrs  of  Said  socicty  shall  die,  or  be  disabled,  or  remove  out 
to  transact  their  of  the  government,  others  shall  be  appointed  or  elected  in  their  room, 
bu8iiif88.  at  the  next  monthly  meeting.  And  all  instruments  which  said  society 

th"m'e'^ecu*te^/  ^^^^^  lawfully  mak:e,shall,  when  in  the  name  of  said  society,  and  pin- 
to be  valid.     '   suaut  to  the  votcs  thereof,  and  signed  and  delivered  by  the  master, 

and  sealed  with  their  common  seal,  bind  said  society,  and  be  valid  in 

law.     \_Passed  and  published  June  29- 


CHAPTER    6. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXING  TWO  CERTAIN  TRACTS  OF  LAND  LYING  WITH- 
OUT THE  BOUNDS  OF  ANY  TOWN,  WITH  THE  INHABITANTS  THEREON. 
TO  THE  TOWN  OF  NORTHFIELD,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 

rre«mbie.  Whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  two  certain  tracts  of  land,  one  con- 

taining five  hundred  acres,  formerly  granted  by  the  general  couit  to 
the  town  of  Pembroke,  commonly  called  Pembroke  Farm,  tiie  other 
containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  granted  by  the  same  court  to 
"William  Hack  of  Taunton,  both  lying  south  of  the  town  of  North- 
field,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  have  made  application  to  this  court, 
praying  that  they,  together  with  the  said  lands,  may  be  annexed  to 
the  said  Northfield  ;  and  the  said  town  of  Northfield  have  also  prayed 
that  the  lands  and  inhabitants  aforesaid  may  be  annexed  thereto  ac- 
cordmgly ;  and  the  same  appearing  to  this  court  reasonable,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 
Two  tracts  of  That  the  two  tracts  of  land  aforementioned,  with  the  inhabitants 
Northueid**'^ '°  ^^^  ^^^  dwcU  or  that  shall  hereafter  dwell  thereon,  be  and  liereby  are 
annexed  to  the  town  of  Northfield,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire  ;  and 
the  said  inhabitants  shall  be  subject  to  do  duty,  and  intitled  to  receive 
privilege,  as  other  inhabitants  of  said  town,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever.     [Passed  and  published  June  29. 
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CHAPTER    7. 

A.N  ACT  FOR  ERECTTNO  THE  EASTERLY  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  MQR- 
RAYFIELD,  IN  THK  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  INTO  A  SEPARATE  DIS- 
TRICT BY  THE  NAI^IK  OF  NORWICH. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  casteilv  part  of  the  town  of  Mur-  Preamble, 
rayfield,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  have  made  it  appear  to  this 
court  that  they  labour  under  gi'eat  difficulties  by  reason  of  their  not 
being  a  sepcrate  district ;   therefore, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Represeyita- 
tives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  Eastoriypart  of 
town  of  Murrayfield,   described  as  follows  ;  to  wit,  bcgining  at  the  distVict  by'ihe 
south-west  corner  of  Ingersol's  grant,  so  called,  and  thence  extending,  "''"\"  ^^  Nor. 
on  the  west  line  of  said  grant,  until  it  comes  to  lot  no.   one  m  the 
second  division  of  lots  owned  by  John  Chandler,  Esq.  ;   from  thence, 
a  strait  line,  to   the  south-west   corner  of  lot  number  sixteen  ;  and 
from  thence,  running  on  the  east  line  of  said  lot  and  on  the  east  lines 
of  lots  no.  fifteen,  twenty-eight,  and  twenty-nine,  until  it  comes  to 
the  south-west  corner  of  Chesterfield,  —  be  and  hereby  is  erected  into 
a  seperate  district  by  the  name  of  Norwich  ;  and  that  the  said  district 
be  and  hereby  is  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties that  towns  in  this  province  do,  or  by  law  ought  to,^  enjoy,  that  of 
sending  a  representative  to  the  general  assembly  only  excepted;  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  shall  have  full  power,  from  time  ^,j^,.|,°![j^7j'^ 
to  time,  to  join  with  the  said  town  of  Murrayfield  in  the  choice  of  a  th'o  choice  of  a 
representative  or  representatives  ;  which  representative  or  represen-  representative, 
tatives  may  be  chosen  indifferently  either  from  said  town  or  district : 
and  that  the  selectmen  of  said  town  of  Murrayfield,  as  often  as  they 
shall  call  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  making  choice  of  a  represen- 
tative or  representatives,  shall  give  seasonable  notice  to  the  clerk  of 
said  district,  for  the  timu  being,  of  the  time  and  place  of  said  meeting, 
to  the  end  that  the  said  district  may  join  them  therein  ;  and  the  clerk 
of  said  district  shall  set  up,  in  some  convenient  and  public  place  in 
said  district,  a  notification  thereof  accordingly,  or  shall  notify  the  dis- 
trict in  such  other  way  as  said  district  may  hereafter  determine  upon  ; 
and  the  pay  and  allowance  of  said  representative  or  representatives 
to  be  borne  by  said  town  and  district  according  to  their  respective 
proportions  of  the  province  tax. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  said  district  shall  pay  their  proportion  of  all  The  dutrict  to 
town,  county,  and  province,  taxes  already  set  on  or  granted  to  be  portion  of  uxe»: 
raised,  assessed,  levied  and  collected  in  said  town,  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  made. 

Provided,  nevertheless, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  shall  retain  and  —to  enjoy  their 
enjoy  the  same  right  and  share  to  all  the  ministerial  lands  in  said  tedai  unTi."''' 
town,  and  the  improvements  and  profits  thereof,  as  they  would  have 
had  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  .Toseph  TTawley,  Esq.,  be  and  hereby  is  Joseph  Hawiey, 
enipowered  to  issue  a  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  ^.e'^d'toTs^urhia 
in  said  district,  requiring  him  to  warn  and  give  notice  to  the  inhabi-  warrant  to  oau 
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[Chap.  8.] 


the  first  racet- 


Tho  district  to 
have  their  pro- 
portion of 
public  tuoncy. 


To  contribute 
towards  the 
rcli(^f  of  the 
poor  in  Murray- 
field  : 


—  to  be  paid  to 
the  treasurer  of 
MurrayrtelJ. 


To  pay  one 
third  part  of  the 
tax  uiitila  new 
valuation  of 
eBtatea. 


tants  of  the  district  aforesaid,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  affairs, 
to  meet  at  sucli  time  and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  chuse 
all  such  officers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  on  and  manage  the 
affairs  of  said  district. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  said  town  of  Murrayfield  shall  allow  to  the 
said  district  of  Norwich  then'  proportionable  part  of  the  money  that 
is  already  granted  and  assessed,  or  to  be  assessed,  and  collected,in  said 
town  of  Murrayfield,  for  the  support  of  the  minister,  school, and  other 
necessary  chai-ges  therein  for  the  year  ensuing. 

And  be  it  further  enaded^ 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  said  district  shall  hereafter  contribute  their 
proportion  towards  the  relief  and  support  of  all  and  every  such  poor 
person  or  persons  that  are  at  this  time  supported  and'  relieved  by  said 
town,  and  are  tlie  proper  charge  thereof ;  and  the  clerk  of  said  town 
shall,  some  time  in  the  month  of  October,  annually,  make  out  a  just 
and  true  account  of  all  and  every  sum  or  sums  of  money  that  shall  or 
may  hereafter  be  granted  by  said  town  of  Murra^'field  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  and  relieving  such  persons,  as*  shall  cause  the  same 
to  be  transmitted  to  some  oue  or  more  of  the  assessors  of  said  dis- 
trict, for  the  time  being,  who  are  hereby  directed  to  assess  the  same 
accordingly  ;  and  the  treasui'er  of  said  district,  for  the  time  being,  is 
hereby  required  to  \y.\y  i  he  same  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
said  town  of  Murrayfield,  for  the  time  being,  to  the  end  that  the  said 
sum  may  be  appropriated  to  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  furtjier  enacted. 

[Sect.  7.]  That  after  tliis  present  year,  and  until  a  new  valuation 
of  the  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  shall  be  taken,  agreed 
and  concluded  upon,  that  the  said  district  shall  paj'  the  one  third  part 
of  the  province  tax  that  would  have  been  set  upon  said  town  of  Mur- 
rayfield had  this  act  not  been  made.  [^Passed  and  ^^itft/ts/ied!  June 
29. 


CHAPTER    8. 


AN  ACT  FOR  SETTING  OFF  CERTAIN  PERSONS  AND  ESTATES  LYING 
WITHIN  THE  BOUNDS  OF  THE  FIRST  PRECINCT  IN  ROXBURY,  TO  THE 
THIRD  PRECINCT  IN  THE  SAID  TOWN. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatir.es, 
Bonjamin  Pem-       That    Benjamin    Pemberton,    Esq"^'^.,  Benjamin    May,    John   Wil- 
otiier"  with       liams,  Ebenezer   May,  Jeremiah  Parktr  and  Lemuel  May,  with  their 
ihdrfstates,       families   and   such   parts   of  their   estates   as  lye   between  Jamaica 
first" to  th™third  Poud,  SO  Called,  and  the  town  road  leading  from  Gambling  End  to 
K^xbury!"         Rocky  Swamp  ;  also  the  estates  of  John  Troutbeck,  Jonathan  Wil- 
liams and  Samuel  Austin,  lying  within  the  bounds  above  mentioned, 
with  the  families  that  do  now  or  may  hereafter  dwell  on  the  estates 
aforesaid,  of  each  and  every  of  the  persons  in  this  act  before  men- 
tioned, be  and  hereby  are  set  off  from  the  first  precinct  in  the  town 
of  Roxbury,  and  annexed  to  the  third  precinct  in  the  said  town,  and 

•  Sic :  and  ? 
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shall  there  do  duty  and  receive  privilege  as  other  inhabitants  of  the 
same  precinct,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever.  \_Passed  and 
published  June  29. 


CHAPTER   9. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SUPPLYING  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  THIR- 
TEEN THOUSAND  POUNDS,  TO  BE  THENCE  ISSUED  FOR  THE  DIS- 
CHARGING THE  DEBTS   OF   GOVERNMENT. 

Whkreas  it  is  necessary  that  provision    should   be  made    for  the  Preamble, 
dcfrcying  the  charges  of  government  the  ensuing  year,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]     That  the  treasurer  of  the  province  be,  and  he  hereby  Treasury  eup- 
is,  impowered  and  directed  to  borrow,  from  such  person  or  pei-sons  as  xJsooo"^*' 
shall  be  willing  to  lend  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  have 
occasion    for   the    money,  a   sum   not   exceeding   thirteen    thousand 
pounds,   in   Spanish  mill'd   dollars   at  sis  shillings  each,  or  in    the 
several  s|K'cics  of  coined  silver  and  gold  enumerated  in  an  act,  made 
and  passed  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  late  majesty  King  George 
the  Second,  intitled  "An  Act  for  ascertaining   the  rates  at  which  1749-50,  chap, 
coined  silver  and  gold,  and  P^nglish  halfpence  and  farthings,  may  pass  ^^' 
within  this  government ;  "  and  the  sum  so  borrowed  shall  be  applied 
in  manner  as  in  this  act  is  hereafter  directed ;  and  for  the  said  sum 
the  treasurer  shall  give  his  receipt  or  obligation  in  the    form  fol- 
lowing :  — 

Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.        .  Form  of  the 

Borrowed  !tnd  rereived  of  the  sum  of  ,  for  the  use  and  treasurer's 

service  of  the  province  of  INIassachusetts  Bay  ;  and,  in  behalf  of  said  province, 
I  do  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the  office  of  treasurer 
to  repay  the  said  or  to  his  order,  the  twentieth  day  of 

June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
,  in  Spanish  mill'd  dollars  at  six  shillings  each,  or  in  the 
several  si)ecies  of  coined  gold  and  silver  enumerated  in  an  act,  made  and 
passed  in  the  twenty-thivd  j'ear  of  his  late  majesty  King  George  the  Second, 
intitled  '•  An  Act  lor  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which  coined  silver  and  gold, 
English  halfpence  and  larthings,  may  pass  within  the  government,"  and 
according  to  the  rates  therein  mentioned,  with  the  interest,  annually,  at  five 
per  cent. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A.  B.,^ 

C.  I).,  }  Committee. 

E.  F.,J 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

rSECT.  2.1     That  the  treasurer,  in  issuing  said  receipts  and  obliga-  Tre^enrerto 
tions,  and  the  committee  chosen  to  countersign  them,  shall  observe  of  the  2d  of  his 
and  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  directions  given  them  by  an  act  of  i76i"62,'ci^ap!^' 
this  province,  made  in  the  second  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  23. 
intitled  "An  Act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  pounds." 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That    the     said    sum   of    thirteen  thousand  pounds,  nowappropru 
ordered  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  when  received  into  the  treasury,  * 
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Fund  for 
rodemption  of 
the  notes. 


shall,  by  the  treasurer,  be  applied  for  the  discharge  of  such  warrants 
as  have  been  or  may  be  drawn  on  him  by  the  governor,  with  advice 
of  council,  agreeably  to  the  following  appropriations ;  that  is  to 
say,  six  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen  thou- 
sand pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  grants  made  or  to 
be  made  by  this  court ;  and  the  further  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds, 
part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen  tliousand  pounds,  shall  be  ap- 
plied for  the  discharge  of  debts  owing  from  this  province  to  persons 
that  have  served,  and  shall  serve  them,  by  order  of  this  court,  where 
there  is  no  establishment  nor  any  certain  sum  assigned  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  writing,  printing  and  paper  for  this  court,  and  such 
repairs  of  the  court-house  and  lighthouses  as  shall  be  made  by  ordor 
of  the  general  assembly ;  and  the  further  sum  of  four  hundred 
pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  pounds,  shall 
be  applied  for  the  commissary's  disbursements  ;  and  the  further  \nm 
of  seven  hundred  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirteen  thou- 
sand pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  paying  the  garrison  at  Fort 
Pownall ;  and  the  further  sum  of  three  thousand  eight  hundred 
pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thu'teen  thousand  pounds,  shall 
be  applied  for  the  payment  of  his  majesty's  council,  and  the  members 
of  the  house  of  representatives  serving  in  the  great  and  general  court 
the  present  year ;  and  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
being  the  remaining  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thu'teen  thousand 
pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  contingent  charges. 

And  tvhereas,  when  the  taxes  that  now  are  outstanding,  and  the 
monies  due  upon  bond  for  lands  sold,  are  paid  into  the  treasury,  there 
will  be  a  surplusage  sufficient  to  redeem  the  receipts  or  obligations 
given  by  virtue  of  this  act,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  said  monies  be  as  a  fund  to  redeem  the  said 
receipts  or  obligations  given  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  treasurer 
is  directed  to  apply  the  monies  for  that  purpose  accordingly.  [Passed 
and  published  June  29. 


CHAPTEK  10. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT,  MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE  PRESENT 
YEAR  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  REIGN,  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  REGULATE 
THE  SALE  OF  GOODS  AT  PUBLIC  VENDUE,  AND  TO  LIMIT  THE  NUM- 
BER OF  AUCTIONEERS." 


Preamble. 
1772-73,  chap. 
44. 


Solectmen 
empowered  to 
license  suitable 
persona  to  eell 
goods at  vendue; 


Whereas  inconveniences  have  arose  by  the  number  of  auctioneers, 
in  and  by  the  said  act,  being  set  and  limited  in  the  town  of  Boston  to 
the  number  of  four,  and  divers  persons  have  petitioned  the  general 
court  to  make  further  provision  in  this  respect,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  Souse  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

That  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  be,  and  they  are  lioreby, 
impowered,  from  time  to  time,  by  writing,  under  their  hands,  to 
licence  some  suitable  person  or  persons  for  the  purpose  of  selling  at 
public   vendue,  goods,  chatties,  wares,  mex'chandizes  or  effects,  not 
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exceeding  the  number  of  ten  in  the  said  town  of  Boston,  nor  for  any  —not  to  exceed 
term  of  time   exceeding   one  year   from   the   day  of  granting   such  ten  in  Boston, 
licence,  any  provision  in  the  act  aforesaid  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing ;  the  said  persons  so  licensed  by  virtue  of  this  act   to  be 
under  the  same  restrictions  and  limitations  as  those  that  are  or  may  Limitation. 
bo  licensed   by  virtue  .of  the  act  aforesaid.     IPassed  and  published 
June  29. 


CHAPTER   11. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  EXPLANATION  OF,  AN  ACT,  MADE  AND 
PASSED  IN  THE  TWELFTH  YEAR  OF  HIS  PRESENT  MAJESTY'S 
REIGN,  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  ONE  PENNY 
HALFPENNY  PER  ACRE,  YEARLY,  FOR  THE  TERM  OF  FIVE  YEARS 
SUCCESSIVELY,  ON  ALL  THE  NON-RESIDENT  PROPRIETORS'  LANDS 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  ASHBY,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX;  AND 
FOR  SUBJECTING  THE  LANDS  OF  SUCH  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  AS 
NEGLECT  OR  REFUSE  TO  PAY  THE  SAID  TAX,  TO  BE  SOLD  FOR 
THE   PAYMENT  THEREOF." 

WiiEKEAS  some  of  the  non-resident  proprietors  have  cleared  up  Preamble, 
some  part  of  their  land  in  said  town  of  Ashby,  and  improve  the  same  }JJ'^''^''^>  '^^'^^ 
for  pasture  land,  which  improvements  are,  from  time  to  time,  taxed 
a<2,re(,'ai)!'v.'  to  the  law  of  this  province  for  assessing  real  estates  ;  and 
ii'here<is  there  is  no  provision  made  in  said  act  for  exempting  the 
lands  under  improvement,  as  aforesaid,  from  the  said  tax  of  one 
poiujy  hidfpenny  per  acre,  but  they  are  all  subject  to  the  tax  afore- 
said, wliereby  injustice  may  be  done  to  said  proprietors  ;  for  the.  pre- 
venting of  which, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
That  the  enacting  clause  in  said  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  Kxpianation. 
luilfpenny  per  acre  upon  all  the  non-resident  proprietors'  lands  in 
the  town  of  Ashby,  aforesaid,  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  all  the 
uuini|)roved  lands  belonging  to  the  said  proprietors,  and  no  other, 
and  shall  be  so  understood,  anvthing  in  said  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.    \_Passed  and  published  June  29. 


CHAPTER    12. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  LAMPS  ALREADY  SET  UP,  OR  THAT  MAY 
HEREAFTER  BE  SET  UP,  FOR  ENLIGHTNING  THE  STltEETS,  LANES, 
ALLEYS  OR  PASSAGEWAYS  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  BOSTON,  AND  TO 
PREVENT  THE  BREAKING  OR  OTHERWISE  DAMNIFYING  THE  SAME; 
AND  ALSO  ESTABLISHING  THE  METHOD  FOR  PAYING  THE  EX- 
PENCES  THAT  MAY  ARISE  IN  SUPPORTING  AND  MAINTAINING 
SAID    LAMPS. 

Whereas  the  enlightning  of  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  passageways,  Preamble, 
ill  largo  and  populous  towns,  by  lamps  hung  up  in  the  night-time,  is  1°^  **»«*••  200. 
not  only  ornamental,  but  very  advantageous  to  all  such  persons  as 
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Selectmen 
empowered  to 
affix  lamps  in 
euch  parts  of 
the  town  of 
Boston  as  they 
shall  judge 
proper : 


—  to  aijree  with 
meet  persons  to 
take  care 
thereof. 


Preamble. 


Fine  for  hreak- 
ing  or  otherwise 
daniiiifyiiig 
lamps,  &c. 


Penalty,  ia  case 
of  refusal. 


have  occasion  to  pass  in  and  thro'  the  same  about  their  lawful  busi- 
ness, and  tend[s]  greatly  for  the  safety  and  preservation  of  the  in- 
habitants, by  the  discovery  and  prevention  of  fii'es,  burglaries,  rob- 
beries, thefts  and  other  lesser  breaches  of  the  peace,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston,  for 
the  time  being,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  or  such  persons  as  they 
shall  think  fit  to  appoint  for  that  purpose,  under  them,  to  set  up  and 
affix  such  and  so  many  lamps,  and  in  such  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and 
passageways  in  said  town,  for  enlightuing  the  same,  as  the  town,  or 
such  persons  as  they  may  appoint,  shall,  in  their  judgment,  think 
necessary,  and  for  the  common  benefit.  And  the  better  to  preserve 
and  regulate  such  lamps,  said  selectmen  are  hereby  empowered  to 
appoint  and  contract  with  any  meet  person  or  persons  for  the  lighting, 
cleaning,  snuffing  and  repairing  the  same,  and  give  such  directions, 
from  time  to  time,  relative  to  said  lamps,  and  lighting  and  regulating 
the  same,  as  they  shall  think  best. 

And  whereas  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Boston, 
have,  by  a  generous  subscription,  raised  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  for 
purchasing  such  a  number  of  lamps  as  will  be  necessary  for  illumi- 
nating the  streets,  &c.,  in  that  metropolis  ;  and  as  the  destroying  or 
breaking  the  same  will  not  only  be  injurious  to  the  encouragers  of  so 
laudable  a  design,  but  to  the  public[k]  in  general,  — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  at  any  time  after  the  publication  of  this  act, 
any  person  or  persons  shall  and  do,  willfully  and  maliciously,  break, 
throw  down,  or  extinguish  any  lamp  that  is  or  shall  be  hung  or  set 
up,  to  light  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  or  passageways, within  said  towu 
of  Boston,  either  by  said  town  or  by  any  private  inhabitant,  or  shall 
willfully  or  maliciously  damage  the  post,  iron  or  other  furniture 
thereof,  every  person  so  offending  therein,  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed by  the  lawful  testimony  of  one  or  more  witness  or  witnesses, 
in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be 
thereafter  held  within  and  for  the  county  of  SuffolI\,  who  are  hereby 
empowered  to  hear  and  determine  the  offence,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  for  each  lamp  so  broken  or  damnified,  —  and 
the  lili^e  sum  for  each  post,  or  the  iron,  or  other  furniture,  so  broken  or 
damaged,  —  and  costs  of  prosecution.  And  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall,  accidentally  or  undesignedly,  break,  throw  down,  or  otiierwise 
damage  any  post,  iron  or  furniture  of  such  lamp,  he  shall  pay  so 
much  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  selectmen  of  said  town,  for  the  lime 
being,  shall  fully  repair  the  damage  done,  into  the  hands  of  the 
selectmen,  or  to  such  person  as  they  may  appoint  to  receive  the 
same ;  and  if  any  such  person  or  persons  shall  refuse  to  pay  said 
selectmen,  or  the  person  they  shall  appoint  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  the 
treasurer  of  the  town  of  Boston  is  hereby  empowered  to  prosecute 
any  person  or  persons,  for  said  damages,  before  any  one  of  his  maj- 
esty's justices  of  the  peace  in  said  county  of  Suffolk,  who  is  hereby 
empowered  to  hear  and  determine  the  same :  provided,  the  double 
damages  do  not  exceed  forty  shillings  :  if  more,  then  to  be  recovered 
in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same ;  and,  upon  conviction,  to  give 
judgment  for  double  damages  and  for  costs  of  prosecution,  and  award 
execution  accordingly.  And  if  any  person  or  persons,  sentenced  to 
pay  the  aforesaid  fine  of  twenty  pounds  and  costs,  shall  refuse  to  pay 
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the  same,  be  or  they  shall  be  punished  for  the  offence  by  being  im- 
prisoned not  exceeding  six  months,  or  by  whipping  not  exceeding 
twenty  stripes. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the   selectmen   of  the  town  of  Boston,  for  the  Selectmen 
time  being,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  empowered  to  take  down  or  re-  l^e'd^wn'or" 
move  any  post,  or  sign  thereon,  in  any  street,  lanes,  alleys  or  passage-  remove  lamps, 
ways  in  said  town,  or  that  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  fixed,  or  that 
adjoin,  to  any  dwelling-house  or  building,  in  case  they  shall  judge  any 
such  post  or  sign  tends  to  intercept  or  any  ways  lessen  the  light  in 
said  lamp  ;  or  said  selectmen  may  dh-ect  and  order  the  owner  of  such 
posts  or  signs  to  take  down  or  remove  the  same ;  and  if  such  owner 
or  owners  shall  refuse  so  to  do  for  the  space  of   forty-eight    hours 
after  such  order  or  notice  given,  he,  she  or  they, shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  six  shillings  for  every  twenty-four  hours  the  same  shall 
remain  standing,  or  fixed  to  any  building. 

Aiid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  fines  and  forfeitures  arising  by  the  breaches  Fincs.how  to  he 
of  this  act,  shall  be  applied  to  the  uses  following;  that  is  to  say,  one  ■'PI''''-''^- 
moiety  or  half  part  thereof  for  the  purchasing,  repairing,  sui)plyiag 
and  maintaining  the  lamps,  the  other  moiety  to  the  person  who  shall 
inform  and  prosecute  for  the  same. 

Provided,  alivays,  — 

[Sect.  5.]     That  the  owners  of  any  lamps  placed  or  set  up  in  said  ivoviso. 
town  at  their  own  private  expence,  may  at   any  time  take  down  or 
remove  the  same,  or  extinguish  the  light  thereof,  anything  in  this  act 
notwithstanding. 

And  ichereas  the  freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  at  their  legal  and  regular  meeting  on  the  eleventh  day  of  May 
last,  voted  that  a  sufficient  number  of  lamps  should  be  set  up  and 
fixed  in  said  town  for  enlightniug  the  same  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That   said   inhabitants,    at   any   legal  town  meeting,  luhabitaMis 
may  make  such  provision  for  the  supporting  and  maintaining  said  '^n?powtred  to 

^  »  ii  »  o  raise  money  b\ 

lamps  and  lights,  and  other  necessary  charges  attendmg  the  same,  as  a  tax,  for  their 
they  shall  judge  best,  by  raising  such  a  sum  of  money,  yearly,  by  a  **"??""• 
tax  laid  on  the  inhabitants,  as  may  by  them  be  thought  necessary  for 
that  purpose. 

[Sect.  7.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  Continuance, 
five  years  from  the  first  of  July  next,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  then  next  sitting  of  the  general  court.     {^Passed  and  published 
June  29. 
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CHAPTEK  13. 

AN  ACT  IMPOWERENG  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WINDHAM, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  TO  ASSESS.  YEARLY,  FOR  [THE] 
THREE  YEARS  NEXT  ENSUING,  ONE  PENNY  HALFPENNY  PER 
ACRE  ON  EVERY  OF  THE  HUNDRED-ACRE  LOTS  IN  SAID  TOWN 
ALREADY  LOTTED  OUT,  AND  NOT  OTHERWISE  TAXED,  MINISTERIAL-, 
AND  SCHOOL-LANDS  IN  SAID  TOWN.  EXCEPTED. 

Pre»mbie.  "Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  court,  by  the   freeholders  and 

other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Windham,  in  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland, that  the  proprietors  of  said  township  have  laid  out  most  of 
their  lands  therein  lying,  in  hundred-acre  lots,  great  part  of  which  lie 
unimproved,  and  the  inhabitants  are  unable  to  defrey  the  great  ex- 
pence  of  opening  and  clearing  many  new  roads,  and  other  necessary 
public  charges,  without  the  assistance  of  a  tax  laid  on  the  said  hun- 
dred-acre lots  for  the  purpose [s]  aforesaid  ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
Inhabitants  [Sect.  1.]     That  the  assessors  of  the  town  of  Windham,  in  the 

alTscHs'^ana^ay  a  county  of  Cumberland,  be  and  hereby  are  authori[z][s]ed  and  im- 
i"^'  powered,  annually,  to  assess,  for  three  years  next  ensuing,  one  penny 

halfpenny  per  acre  on  each  and  every  acre  of  the  hundred-acre  lots 
already  lotted  out  in  said  town,  that  shall  not  be  under  actual  im- 
provement and  otherwise  taxed,  ministerial-,  and  school-lands  lyiii<r 
and  being  in  said  town,  excepted  ;  and  that  the  said  town  of  Wind- 
ham be  impowered,  at  each  and  every  of  their  anniversary  Marcli 
meetings  for  the  said  three  years  next  ensuing,  to  chuse  one  collector, 
an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Windham,  —  to  serve  for  and  during  the 
year  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  and  to  take  the  oath  commonly 
taken  by  collectors  of  towns,  —  who  shall  well  and  truly  collect  the 
sum  and  sums  assessed  by  the  aforesaid  assessors,  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  on  the  hundred-acre  lots  in  said  town  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that 
one  half  of  the  money  that  shall  be  raised  by  said  tax  be  paid  by  tlie 
collector,  for  the  time  being,  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  said 
town  of  Windham,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  by  such  treasui-er, 
annually,  applied  to  the  minister's  support,  and  other  town  charges  ; 
the  other  half  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  proprietors'  treasurer, 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  by  said  proprietors,  or  their  order,  annually, 
applied  to  the  opening,  and  making  passable,  such  ways,  already 
planned  or  laid  out,  as  still  remain  in  wilderness  state  in  [the'\  said 
town  of  Windham. 

All d  he  it  further  enacted^ 
Finefor-refoBing  [Sect.  2.]  That  if  any  collector  or  collectors  duly  chosen  at 
either  of  the  annual  March  meetings  in  said  town  of  Windham  during 
the  term  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  in  said  office,  the 
collector  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
five  pounds  to  the  use  of  said  town,  to  be  recovered  in  manner  as  the 
law  directs  for  prosecuting  persons  refusing  to  serve  in  the  office  of 
a  constable ;  and  the  said  town  may  and  are  hereby  impowered  to 
ch[u][oo]se  another  collector  in  his  or  their  stead.  And  if  any  or 
either  of  the  proprietors  [and]  [or]  owners  of  the  said  hundred-acre 
lots,  —  or  either  of  them,  not  otherwise  taxed,  —  lying  and  being  in  the 
town  of  Windham,  shall  neglect  or  delay  to  pay  to  the  collector  or 
collectors,  for  the  time  being,  the  sum,  from  time  to  time,  levied  or 
assessed  upon  their  hundred-acre  lots,  as  aforesaid,  for  forty  days 


lo  Hcrve  as 
collector, 
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lifter  such  assessment  is  made,  and  published  by  posting  up  notifica- 
tions thereof  in  said  town  of  Windham,  in  tlie  shire  town  of  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  and  in  Marblehead,  that  then  and  in  such 
vase  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  post  up  in  said  town  of  Windham, 
the  shire  town  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  in  Marblehead, 
notifications  of  the  intended  sales  of  so  much,  and  no  more,  of  such 
delinquent  proprietors'  lands  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  such  rates 
and  taxes,  and  other  necessnvy  and  intervening  charges,  two  months 
l)efore  the  same  be  sold  ;  and  if  any  of  the  said  proprietors  of  the 
snid  hundred-acre  lots  do  not  by  that  time  pay  such  rates  or  assess- 
ments and  charges,  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  assessors,  at  a  public  vendue,  to  sell  so  much  of  the  delin- 
(juent  proprietors'  lands  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  tax  and 
cLiurges  arising  upon  the  sale  of  said  land,  and  execute  absolute  deed 
or  deeds,  in  law,  for  the  conveying  of  such  lands  to  the  person  or  per- 
s()ns  who  shall  give  most  for  the  same  ;  which  deed  shall  be  good  and 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  law,  for  conveying  such  estates 
to  the  grantees,  their  hi.'irs  and  assigns  forever  ;  and,  if  the  said  laud  Money  for  lands 
be  sold  for  more  than  the  t:ixes  an(l  intervening  charges,  the  overplus  appropriated!*'' 
to  be  paid  to  such  delinquent  proprietors  or  their  order  :  the  money, 
for  which  the  delinquent  proprietors'  lands  shall  be  sold,  to  be  lodged 
ui  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Windham  and  the  pro- 
prietors' treasurer,  in  equal  division  ;  reserving  to  the  non-resident 
proprietors,  whose  lands  shall  be  sold,  as  aforesaid,  a  right  of  re- 
demption for  themselves,  their  respective  heirs  and  assigns,  within 
twelve  months  from  the  time  of  the  sale  of  such  delinquent  proprie- 
tors' lands,  they  paying  the  sum  or  sums  for  which  the  lands  were 
sold,  with  double  interest  until  the  same  be  redeemed. 

And  he  it  farther  emicted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Windham  be  and  Selectmen  to 
hereby  are  authori[z][s]ed  and  impowered  to  call  a  town  meeting  meeUngT" 
some  time  in  the  month  of  July  next  ensuing,  to  chuse  one  collector, 
an  inhabitant  of  Windham  aforesaid,  and  that  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, to  serve  in  said  office  this  present  year.     \_Passed  June  24  ;* 
published  June  29. 


CHAPTER    14. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APrORTIONING  AND  ASSP^SSING  A  TAX  OF  TWENTY  THOU- 
SAND SIX  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FIVE  FOUNDS;  AND  ALSO  FOR  AS- 
SESSING A  TAX  OF  SEVEN  THOUSAND  AND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND 
TWENTY  POUNDS  FIFTEEN  SHILLINGS,  PAID  THE  REPRESENTATIVES 
FOR  THEIR  TRAVEL  AND  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  IN 
THE  YEARS  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY,  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-ONE,  AND  ONE  THOU- 
SAND SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-TWO;  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  A 
TAX  OF  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  NINETY-EIGHT  POUNDS,  LAID  ON 
TOWNS  WHO  HAVE  NEGLECTED  SENDING  SOME  PERSON  TO  REPRE- 
SENT THEM  IN  THE  GREAT  AND  GENERAL  COURT  IN  EITHER  OF  THE 
YEARS  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-ONE,  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-TWO,  AND  ONE  THOU- 
SAND SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-THREE ;  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING 

•  Signed  June  29,  .according  to  the  record. 
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THE  TOWN  OF  HULL  FOUR  POUNDS  FOUR  SHILLINGS,  BEING  THE 
CHARGE  OF  A  COMMITTEE;  ALSO  THE  TOWN  OF  SHERBURNE, IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  NANTUCKET  THE  SUM  OF  TWO  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  PART 
OF  THE  SUM  OF  THREE  HUNDRED  NINETY-EIGHT  POUNDS  SEVEN 
SHILLINGS  AND  SEVENPENCE,  WHICH  SAID  TOWN  IS  IN  ARREARS 
ARISING  FROM  THE  DEFICIENCY  O^  THOMAS  ARTHUR,  A  DEFECTIVE 
COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES  FOR  THE  YEARS  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUN- 
DRED AND  SIXTY-FIVE  AND  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND 
SIXTY-SIX;  ALSO  THE  TOWN  OF  FRAMINGHAM  THE  SUM  OF  FIFTY- 
FOUR  POUNDS  THIRTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  THREE  PENCE,  BEING  THE 
REMAINING  PART  OF  THE  ARREARS  OF  THE  PROPORTION  OF  THE 
PROVINCE  TAX  SET  ON  THAT  TOWN  IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-FIVE  HITHERTO  UNPAID  BY  REASON 
OF  THE  DEFICIENCY  OF  JOSEPH  BUTLER  A  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES  IN 
SAID  TOWN  THAT  Y^EAR;  AND  THE  TOWN  OF  TAUNTON  THE  SUM  OF 
FIVE  POUNDS  FOURTEEN  SHILLINGS,  BEING  THE  EXPENCE  OF  A  COM- 
MITTEE TO  SETTLE  THE  LINE  BETWEEN  TAUNTON  AND  MIDDLEBOR- 
OUGH;  AND  FURTHER  TO  ASSESS  THE  TOWN  OF  SWANZEY  THE  SUM 
OF  FIFTY  POUNDS,  BEING  PART  OF  WHAT  WAS  LENT  SAID  TOWN  IN 
CONSIDERATION  OF  THEIR  HAVING  BEEN  VISITED  WITH  THE  SMALL- 
POX; AMOUNTING  IN  THE  WHOLE  TO  THE  SUM  OF  TWENTY-NINE 
THOUSAND  FOUR*  AND  FIFTY-EIGHT  POUNDS  SIX  SHILLINGS  AND 
THREEPENCE. 

"Wherefore, for  the  ordering,  directing  and  effectually  di'awing  in, 
the  said  sura  of  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
pounds  six  shillings  and  threepence,  we,  his  majesty's  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  representatives  in  general  court  assembled,  pray 
that  it  may  be  enacted, — • 

And  be  it  accordingly  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Qouncil  and  House  of 
Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town,  district,  parish  or  other  place  within 
this  province, be  assessed  and  pay,  as  such  town,  district,  parish  and 
place's  proportion  of  the  sum  of  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundi'ed 
and  fifty-eight  pounds  six  shillings  and  threepence,  the  several  sums 
following ;  that  is  to  say,— 

*  "  Hundred,"  omitted. 
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And  he*  further  enacted^ 

TSect.  2.1     That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  out  his  warrants,  Treasurer  to 

L  -i  rtij  T'i'i'l       1S8UG  1118  TV'ir* 

directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town,  district,  parisn  rants  to  the 
or  other  place,  within  this  province,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  re-  ^^^^^^^^l "' 
spectively,  to  assess  the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town,  district,  par- 
ish or  other  place,  in  manner  following;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  Rules  for  assess 
rateable  polls  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  within  their  respective 
towns,  districts,  parishes  or  other  places,  or  next  adjoining  to  them, 
belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  at  two  shillings  and  twopence ; 
and  proportionably  in  assessing  the  additional  sum  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  to  the  representatives,  for  their  travel  and  attendance  afore- 
said (excepting  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and  their  families, 
the  president,  fellows,  professors,  Hebrew  instructor  and  students  of 
Harvard  College,  settled  ministers  and  grammar-school  masters, 
who  are  hereby  exempted  as  well  for  being  taxed  for  their  polls,  as 
their  estates  being  in  their  own  hands,  and  under  their  actual  man- 
agement and  improvement ;  as  also  the  estate  pertaining  to  Harvard 
College)  ;  and  other  persons,  if  such  there  be,  who  through  age,  in- 
firmity or  extreme  poverty,  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors,  are  not 
able  to  pay  towards  public  charges,  they  may  exempt  their  polls  or 
estate,  or  abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  in  their  prudence  they 
shall  think  fit  and  judge  meet. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  justices  in  their  general  sessions,  in  the  re- 
spective counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  of  assessment, 
are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the  sev- 
eral towns,  districts,  parishes  and  other  places  in  such  county,  in 
proportion  to  the  province  tax ;  and  the  assessors  of  each  town  in 
the  province  are  also  directed,  in  making  an  assessment,  to  govern 
themselves  by  the  same  rule  ;  and  the  incomes  of  all  estates,  l)oth  real 
and  personaf,  lying  within  the  limits  of  such  town,  district,  parish  or 
other  place,  or  next  unto  the  same,  not  paying  elsewhere,  in  whose 
hands,  tenure,  occupation  or  possession  the  same  is  or  shall  be  found, 
and  also  the  incomes  or  profits  which  any  person  or  persons,  except 
as  before  excepted,  do  or  shall  receive  from  any  trade  or  faculty, 
business  or  employment  whatsoever,  and  all .  profits  which  shall  or 
may  arise  by  money,  or  commissions  of  profits  in  their  improvement, 
at  one  shilling  per  pound ;  and  to  abate  or  multiply  the  same,  if  need 
be,  so  as  to  make  up  the  sum  set  and  ordered  hereby  for  each  town, 
district,  parish  or  other  place  to  pay;  and  in  making  said  assess- 
ment, to  estimate  houses  and  lands  at  the  amount  of  six  years'  yearly 
rent  whereat  the  same  may  be  reasonably  set  or  left  f  for  in  the  place 
where  they  lie ;  the  said  houses  and  lands  to  be  taxed  to  such  per- 
sons as  shall  be  the  actual  tenants  thereof  upon  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember next :  saving  all  agreements  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and 
where  no  agreement  is,  the  landlord  to  reimburse  one-half  of  the  tax 
set  upon  such  houses  and  lands  (new  cleared  lands  for  tillage  not  to 
be  rated  until  the  first  crop  be  taken  off)  ;  and  to  estimate  Indian,  ne- 
gro and  molatto  servants  proportionably  as  other  personal  estate,  ac- 
cording to  their  sound  judgment  or  discretion';  as  also  to  estimate 
every  ox  ol  four  years  old  and  upwards,  at  forty  shillings ;  every  cow 
or  heifer  of  three  years  old  and  upwards,  at  thirty  shillings  ;  and  every 
horse  and  mare  of  three  years  old  and  upwards,  at  forty  shillings ; 
and  every  swine  of  one  year  old  and  upwards,  at  eight  shillings  ;  goats 
and  sheep  of  one  year  old  and  upwards,  at  three  shillings  each ;  the 
several  beasts  aforementioned  to  be  taxed  to  their  respective  owners 

•  Sic:  "it "omitted,    t  Sic:  "let." 
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or  occupants,  by  the  assessors  of  the  town  in  which  the  owners  or  oc- 
cupants dwell :  likewise  requiring   the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list 
of  said  assessment,  setting  forth,  in  distinct  columns,  against  each  par- 
ticular person's  name,  how  much  he  or  she  is  assessed  at  for  polls, 
and  how  much  for  houses  and  lands,  and  how  much  for  personal  es- 
tate, and  income  by  trade  or  faculty,  and  if  as  guardian,  or  for  any 
estate,  in  his  or  her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed  ; 
Lists  to  be  com.  and  the  list  or  lists  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major 
coiiBUbi^B  or      part  of  them,  to  commit  to  the  collector  or  constable  or  constables  of 
coiic-ctorB.  j^ny  Qiioix  town  or  district,  parish  or  other  place,  and  to  return  a  cer- 

tificate of  the  name  or  names  of  such  collector,  constable  or  consta- 
bles, with  the  sum  total  to  each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself,  some 
time  before  the  first  day  of  December  next. 
TionHiiror  to  [Sect.  4.]     And  tlic  trcasui'cr,  for  the  time   beino-,  on  receipt  of 

rants  to  sucli  ccrtilicatc,  18  hcrcby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his  war- 

coiiectols! ""^  rants  to  the  collector  or  constable  or  constables  of  such  town,  district, 
parish  or  other  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  resi)ectivcly,  to  collect  the 
whole  of  each  respective  sum  assessed  on  each  particular  person,  and 
to  pay  in  their  collection,  and  to  issue  their  accounts  of  the  whole,  at 
or  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four. 
And  be  it  farther  enacted, 
^vi'irto'tho  [Sect.  5.]     That  the  assessors  of   each  town,  district,  parish  or 

iiiiiai)itaiit8,to  other  place,  respectively,  in  convenient  time  before  their  making  of 
liHt'ffpons^and  ^'^^  assessment,  shall  give  seasonable  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  a 
cHtato  in  po's-  towu  meeting,  or  by  posting  up  notifications  in  some  place  or  places 
aTyof'scptem-  J'^  such  towu,  district,  parish  or  other  i)lace,  or  notify  the  inhabitaiitw 
bcrncxt.  somc  otlicr  way,  to  givc  aiid  bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  i)er- 

fect  lists  of  their  polls,  and  rateable  estate  they  shall  be  possessed  of 
on  the  first  day  of  September  next,  and  income  by  trade  or  faculty, 
and  gain  by  money  at  interest,  which  they  are  to  render  to  the  as- 
sessors, on  oath,  if  required  ;  and  if  they  refuse  to  give  in  an  account 
of  the  money  at  interest,  on  oath,  the  assessors  are  impowered  to 
doom  them  ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so 
to  do,  or  bring  in  a  false  list,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  assess- 
ors, to  assess  such  person  or  persons,  according  to  their  known  ability 
in  such  town,  in  their  sound  judgment  and  discretion,  their  due  pro- 
portion of  this  tax,  as  near  as  they  can,  agreeable  to  the  rules  herein 
given,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  person  that 
shall  be  convicted  by  legal  proof,  in  the  judgment  of  said  assessors, 
in  bringing  in  a  false  list ;  the  said  fines  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
of  such  town,  district,  parish  or  place  where  the  delinquent  lives,  to 
be  levied  by  warrant  from  the  assessors,  directed  to  the  collectors  or 
constables,  in  manner  as  is  directed  for  gathering  the  towu  assess- 
ments, to  be  paid  into  the  town,  district,  or  parish  treasury,  for  the 
use  aforesaid  :  saving  to  the  party  aggrieved  at  the  judgment  of  the 
assessors  in  setting  forth  sueli  fine,  liberty  of  appeal  therefrom  to  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  within  the  county,  for  relief  ns 
in  the  case  of  being  overrated.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estate,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  assessors,  he  or 
they  so  neglecting  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make  application  to  the 
court  of  general  sessions,  for  any  abatement  of  the  assessment  laid  on 
him  or  the  in. 

[Sect.  6.]  And  if  the  person  be  not  convicted  of  any  falseness  in 
the  list,  by  him  presented,  of  the  polls,  rateable -estate,  or  income  by 
trade  or  faculty,  business  or  employment,  which  he  does  or  shall  ex- 
ercise, or  in  gain  by  money  at  interest  or  otherwise,  or  other  estate 
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nut  particularly  assessed,  such  list  shall  be  a  rule  for  such  person's 
[jroportion  to  the  tax,  which  the  assessors  may  not  exceed. 

And  forasmuch  as,  oftentimes,  sundry  persons,  not  belonging  to  this 
province,  bring  considerable  trade  and  merchandize  into  the  same, 
and  by  reason  that  the  tax  or  rate  of  the  town  where  they  come  to  is 
liiiislied  and  delivered  to  the  constable  or  collectors,  and,  before  the 
next  year's  assessment,  are  gone  out  of  the  province,  and  so  pay  noth- 
ing towards  the  support  of  tlic  government,  though,  in  the  time  of 
their  residing  here,  they  reaped  considerable  gain  by  trade,  and  had 
the  protection  of  the  government,  — 

Be  it  thcri'fore  enacted, 

[Skct.  7.]  That  when  any  person  or  persons  shall  come  and  re-  TranBient 
side  in  any  town  within  this  province,  and  bring  any  merchandize,  or  medT^ '"  **" 
trade,  to  deal  therewith,  the  assessors  of  such  town  are  hereby  im- 
powered  to  rate  and  assess  all  such  persons,  according  to  their  circum- 
stances, pursuant  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  this  act  provided, 
though  the  former  rate  may  have  been  finished,  and  a  new  one  not 
perfected  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Skct.  8.]     That  when  any  merchant,  trader  or  factor,  shall  set  up  Merchants  to  he 
a  store,  or  traffick,  or  carry  on  any  trade  or  business,  in  any  town  [,f,*"on*tnid'c'^in 
within  this  province,  not  being  an  inhabitant  of  such  town,  the  assess-  M>y  town  bo- 
ors of   such  town  where  such  trade  and  business  shall  be  carried  on  thoy^dwc'ii." 
as  aforesaid,  be  and  lioreby  are  impowered  to  rate  and  assess  all  such 
merchants,  traders    and    factors,   their  goods  and  merchandize,   for 
carrying  on  sucli  trade  and  business,  and  exercising  their  faculty  in 
such  town,  pursuant  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  this  act:  provided,  Sfioctmcn  to 
before  any  such  assessors  shall  rate  such  persons,  as  aforementioned,  (Vf'Buch'm.Iwms 
the  selectmen  of  the  town  where  such  trade  is  carried  on  shall  trans-  beforo  they  ure 
mit  a  list  of  such  persons  as  they  shall  judge  may  and  ought  to  be  "^^^^ 
rated,  within  the  intent  of  this  act,  to  the  assessors  of  such  town  or 
district. 

[Sect.  9.]  And  the  constables  or  collectors  are  hereby  enjoined 
to  levy  and  collect  all  such  sums  committed  to  them,  and  assessed  on 
persons  who  are  not  of  this  province,  or  are  residant  in  other  towns 
than  those  where  they  carry  on  their  trade,  and  pay  tlie  same. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  the  practice  of  some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  tlie  town  of  Boston,  to  remove  to  some  other  town  in  tliis  province, 
and  there  reside  for  some  months,  to  avoid  paying  their  part  of  the 
taxes  in  the  town  of  Boston,  to  which  they  really  belong,  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  said  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted, 

[Skct.  10.]     Tliat  when  any  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Boston  shall  inhabUnntHof 
remove  to  any  other  town  in  this  province,  and  shall,  in  one  year  after,  "mo"v(i^ut'of 
remove  back  to  said  Boston,  and  shall  have  been  taxed  in  the  said  town  ami 
town,  shall  be  subject  to  pay  the  said  taxes,  in  like  manner  as  he  [o'pay  thoT/tTx' 
would  have  been  had  he  not  have  removed  from  said  Boston  (saving  so  »nUo»'o"- 
much  as  he  shall  be  taxed  in  th^  town  removed  to) ,  anything  in  this 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     \_Passed  June  29. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Bos- 
ton, ON  THE  Twenty-Sixth  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1774. 


CHAPTER  15. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  THE  TIME  OF  HOLDING  THE  SUPERIOR  COURT 
OF  JUDICATURE,  COURT  OF  ASSIZE  AND  GENERAL  GOAL  DELIVERY, 
AT  CHARLESTOWN,  IN  AN©  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX. 


Preamble. 
1709-70,  chap. 
17. 


Superior  court 
at  Oharlestown 
to  be  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of 
April,  annually. 


All  writs, 
appeals,  &c.,  to 
be  returned  and 
proceeded  on  at 
that  time. 


Whereas  the  time  appointed  by  law  for  holding  the  superior  court 
of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  at  Charles- 
town,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  is  found  to  be  inconven- 
ient,— 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  time  for  holding  the  said  superior  court  of 
judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  at  Charlestown, 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  shall  henceforth  be  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April,  annually ;  and  all  officers  and  other  persons  con- 
cerned are  required  to  conform  themselves  accordingly 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  all  writs,  plaints,  processes,  appeals,  recogui- 
znnces,  warrants  or  other  matters  or  things  whatsoever,  which  now  are 
or  at  any  time  before  the  said  first  Tuesday  of  April  shall  be  issued, 
taken  or  depending  in  the  said  county  of  Middlesex,  which  were  to 
have  been  returned  or  proceeded  on  at  the  time  heretofore  appointed, 
bylaw,  for  holding  the  said  court  at  Charlestown,  shall  be  valid  and 
stand  good  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  the  law,  and  shall  be  re- 
tui'ned  and  proceeded  on  at  the  time  appointed  by  this  act  for  holding 
the  same.     [^Passed  March  4,  1774.* 

•  Signed  March  9,  according  to  the  record.    The  engrossed  act  was  not  sealed. 
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CHAPTER    16. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  PERSONS  TO  BRING  FORWARD  AND  MAINTAIN  AC- 
TIONS OF  DEBT  IN  THE  EXECUTIVE  COURTS  WITHIN  THIS  PROVINCE, 
UPON  JUDGMENTS  RECOVERED  IN  THE  NEIGHBOURING  GOVERN- 
MENTS, AND  UPON  JUDGMENTS  RECOVERED  BEFORE  JUSTICES  OF 
THE  PEACE  IN  THIS  PROVINCE. 

Whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  persons  against  whom  final  Preamble, 
judgments  of  court  are  recovered  in  the  neighbouring  governments  ^  •''ss'^sj 
remove  with  their  effects  into  this  province  without  having  paid  or 
satisfied  such  judgment,  and,  upon  actions  of  debt  upon  such  judg- 
ments brought  in  the  executive  courts  in  this  province,  the  record 
of  such  judgments  cannot  be  removed  into  the  said  courts  in  this 
pi'ovince,  and  it  has  been  made  a  doubt  whether,  by  law,  such  judg- 
ment can  be  admitted  as  sufficient  evidence  of  such  judgments,  where- 
by honest  creditors  are  often  defrauded  of  their  just  demands  by  neg- 
ligent and  evil-minded  debtors  ;  for  the  prevention  whereof, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  und  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  where  any  person  or  persons  heretofore  have  re-  Judgment 
covered  or  hereafter  shall  recover  a  judgment  or  judgments  in  any  onhrneighbor^ 
court  in  any  or  either  his  majesty's  neighbouring  colonies  in  America,  '"s  colonics  to 

-,     ,  "^  •'.'',       ^      ^  1.1  ,  •     1  ,      be  prosecuted  in 

and  the  person  or  persons  against  whom  such  judgment  or  judgments  this  province, 
has  been  or  shall  be  recovered  has  removed  or  shall  hereafter  re- 
move into  or  reside  within  this  province,  or  where  such  person  or 
persons  against  whom  such  judgment  or  judgments  have  been  or  may 
be  recovered  in  the  colonies  aforesaid,  have  heretofore  acquired  or 
hereafter  shall  acquire  any  real  or  personal  estate  within  this  prov- 
ince, that  then  and  in  every  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
such  creditor  or  creditors  who  have  so  recovered  or  shall  hereafter  re- 
cover a  judgment  or  judgments  as  aforesaid,  to  bring  forward,  sup- 
port and  maintain  an  action  or  actions  of  debt  upon  such  judgment  or 
judgments  so  recovered,  or  that  shall  be  recovered  in  the  neighbour- 
ing colonies  as  aforesaid,  in  any  executive  court  within  this  province, 
proper  to  try  the  same,  in  such  way  and  manner  as  he  or  they  might 
have  done  if  such  judgment  or  judgments  had  been  originally  recov- 
ered in  the  executive  court  in  this  province  where  said  action  of  debt 
shall  be  brought. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  upon  a  plea  of  null  tiel  record  or  any  other  plea  a  copy  of  the 
or  pleas  which  may  and  shall  be  made  in  such  action  or  actions  of  pro°ecding8hi 
debt  so  to  be  brought  upon  such  judgment  as  aforesaid,  a  true  copy  ^okinrif  to  be"^ 
of  the  record  and  proceedings  of  the  said  court  or  courts  in  the  said  sufficient  evi- 
neighbouring  colony  or  colonies,  according  to  the  custom  and  usage  courrin^his' 
of  the  colony  where  said  judgment  or  judgments  were  or  shall  be  re-  province, 
covered,  attested  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  where  said  ^     ^^^' 
judgment  was  or  shall  be  recovered  —  or  under  the  hand  of  the  justice, 
where  the  judgment  was  or  shall  be  recovered  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  such  government  —  shall  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as 
good  and  sufficient  evidence  of  such  judgment,  and  have  the  same  ef- 
fect and  operation,  as  if  the  original  judgment  and  proceedings  had 
been  rendered  and  had  in  the  court  where  such  action  of  debt  shall  be 
brought  and  depending. 

And  whereas  it  may  frequently  happen  that  persons  against  whom  Preamble. 
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judgments  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  recovered  before  his  majes- 
ty's justices  of  the  peace  in  this  province,  have  removed  or  hereafter 
may  remove  and  depart  from  the  county  in  which  such  judgments 
were  or  shall  be  recovered,  into  some  other  county  in  this  province, 
without  paying  or  any  wise  satisfying  such  judgments  ;  and  ivhereas 
it  is  often  necessary  that  actions  of  debt  upon  judgments  heretofore 
recovered  or  that  hereafter  may  be  recovered  before  justices  of  the 
peace  in  this  province  should  be  brought  and  prosecuted  in  the  in- 
ferior courts  of  common  pleas  in  this  province,  for  which  there  is  no 
provision  in  the  law,  — 

It  is  therefore  hereby  further  enacted, 
Provision, in  [Sect.  3.]     That  whcu  it  shall  happen  that  any  person  or  persons 

?emovint''from    agaiust  whom  a  judgment  has  been  or  shall  be  had  and  recovered  be- 
the  county,         fore  auy  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  within  this  province, 
haB^een  ^™^"   and  thc  pcrsou  or  persons  against  whom  such  judgment  has  been  or 
T^he^count     shall  be  recovered  as  aforesaid,  and  does  and  shall  dwell  and  reside 
in  any  other  county  in  this  province,  then  and  in  every  such  case  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  justice  before  whom  such  judgment 
was  or  shall  be  recovered  as  aforesaid,  to  direct  any  execution  or  ex- 
ecutions issuing  upon  such  judgments,  to  the  proper  officer  of  such 
county  where  such  person  or  persons  against  whom  such  judgment 
has  been  or  shall  be  i-ecovered  as  aforesaid,  does  or  shall  dwell  or 
reside  ;  and  such  officer  to  whom  such  execution  or  executions  shall 
be  directed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  fully  authorized,  im- 
powered  and  du-ected  to  execute  and  return  such  writs  of  execution 
accordingly. 
Action  to  be  [Sect.  4.]     And  when  it  shall  be  necessary  for  any  person  or  per- 

infeJio'/coIlrt^^  SOUS  in  this  provincc  to  bring  forward  and  prosecute  any  action  or  ac- 
upon  judgment  tious  of  debt  in  any  of  his  majesty's  inferior  courts  of  common  picas 
any°Ju8ticeof"^^  in  this  proviucc,  upou  a  judgment  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the 
the  peace.  peace  iu  this  province,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person  to 

prosecute  and  maintain  same  actions  of  debt  in  said  inferior  courts  ; 
and  a  copy  of  such  judgment  attested  under  the  hand  of  the  justice 
by  whom  such  judgment  has  been  or  shall  be  rendered,  shall  be  as 
sufficient  evidence  of  such  judgment,  and  have  the  same  effect,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  original  record  of  said  judgment  was 
then  before  the  same  court ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.     [^Passed  March  4,  1774. 


CHAPTER     17. 

AN  ACT  FOR  EMPLOYING  AND  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  POOR  IN  THE  TOWN 
OF  SALEM,  AND  FOR  THE  BETTER  REGULATING  THE  WORKHOUSE  IN 
SAID  TOWN. 

Preamble.  "Whereas  the  towu  of  Salem  have  lately  found  it  necessary  to  erect 

a  workhouse  for  the  employment  of  the  poor  in  said  town, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor.,  Council  and  House  of  Rcq^rfsenUt- 

tives, 

OverBeersofthe       [Sect.  1.]     That  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 

to  be  chosen™'    ^^^^  scvcu  hundred  and  seventy-four,  at  the  anniversary  meeting  in 

March  for  the  choice  of  town  officei'S,  the  town  of  Salem  are  hereby 

impowered  to  chuse  five  or  more  overseers  of  the  poor,  who  shall,  once 
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in  every  month,  assemble  themselves  together  to  consult  and  deter- 
mine of  the  most  proper  methods  for  the  discharge  of  their  office. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Salem,  overseers  to 
for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the  inspection,  ordering  and  govern-  m^t^ff,*tofppf,[nJ 
raent  of  the  said  house,  with  power  of  appointing  a  master  or  mas-  masters,  and 
ters,  and  one  or  more  assistants,  for  the  more  immediate  care   and  Jvir  r'eguiatiTig 
oversight  of  the  persons  received  into  or  employed  in  said  house ;  the  workhouae. 
which  overseers,  at  their  monthly  meet[h]ings,  shall  have  power  to 
make  orders  and  by-laws  for  the  better  and  more  decent  regulating 
the  said  house  ;  which  orders  and  by-laws  shall  be  binding  until  the 
next  town  meeting,  to  which  they  shall  exhibit  them,  and,  when  ap- 
proved by  the  said  town  at  a  legal  meeting,  shall  be  obligatory  until 
revoked  by  the  said  town. 

And  be  it  fartJier  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  each,  one  of  the  overseers,  aforesaid,  shall  have  Overseers  to 
power  to  send  any  idle  and  indigent  person,  or  persons,  to  the  said  *nciigentpe"8onB 
house,  for  entertainment  and  [i][e]mployment,  for  the  space  of  twen-  totheworb- 
ty-four  hours  ;  or  any  two  of  the  said  overseers  shall  have  power  to   '°"^^' 
continue  or  send  to  said  house  such  person  or  persons  till  discharged 
by  the  major  part  of  said  overseers,  at  a  monthly  meeting  ;  which  per- 
son   or  persons   the    master  or   masters    and    assistants  are  hereby 
required  to  receive  and  employ  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  overseers  shall  have  full  power  of  binding  out  —and  to  bind 
into  good  families  the  children  of  parents  who  are  unable,  or  negli-  "f  such  par^ts" 
gent,  to  provide  necessar[y][ie]s  for  the  subsistance  and  support  of  as  are  not  rated 
their  children  :  provided,  such  parents  are  not  rated  for  their  personal  esta^e.*^^""^ 
estate  or  faculty. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  the  town  of  Salem  be,  Overseers  to 
and  they  hereby  are, impowered  to  warn  any  and  all  intruders,  or  oth-  ^uYof"iown.^" 
'irs  who  are  not  inhabitants,  to  depart  the  town  ;  and  in  case  of  refusal 
or  neglect,  to  proceed  in  the  same  manner  and  with  as  full  power  as 
the  selectmen,  by  law,  may  or  can  ;  and  the  constables  of  said  town 
are  hereby  required  to  observe,  and  yield  ready  obedience  to  the  or- 
ders and  directions  of  the  overseers  aforesaid,  by  virtue  and  in  conse- 
quence of  this  act.     \^Passed  March  8,*  1774. 


CHAPTEK    18. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  WEST  PART  OF  'f  HE  TOWN  OF  STOCK- 
BRIDGE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  INTO  A  DISTRICT  BY  THE 
NAME  OF  WEST  STOCKBRIDGE. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  west  part  of  the  town  of  Stock-  Preamble, 
bridge,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  are  desirious  to  enjoy  the  privi- 
leges that  will  arise  to  them  by  being  incorporated  into  a  distinct  and 
seperate  district, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Goverywr,  Council  and  House   of  Representa- 
tives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  west  part  of  the  said  town  of  Stockbridge, 

*  Signed  March  9,  according  to  the  record.    The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed. 
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West  part  of      which  is  Contained  within  the  following  lines  and  limits  ;  that  is  to  say, 
stoek^Hdge,      beginning  at  the  north-west  corner  of  said  town,  and  thence,  running 
erected  into  a      southerly,  upon  the  west  line  of  said  town,  to  the  south-west  corner  of 
the  same  town  ;  thence,  running  easterly,  in  the  south  line  of  said  town, 
one  mile  and  an  half ;  thence,  running  northerly,  in  a  line  parallel  with 
the  west  line  of  said  town,  to  the  north  line  of  the  same  town ;  and 
Bounds  thereof,  from  theucc,  in  the  same  north  line,  to  the  said  north-west  corner  first 
mentioned,  —  be  and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  seperate  district  by  the 
name  of  West  Stockbridge  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  dis- 
trict be  and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges 
that  towns  in  this  province  enjoy  by  law,  that  of  sending  a  represen- 
tative to  the  great  and  general  court  or  assembly  only  excepted  ;  aud 
that  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  shall  have  liberty,  from  time  to  time, 
To  join  with  the  to  joiu  with  the  Said  town  of  Stockbridge  in  the  choice  of  a  representa- 
biidge°^in  th?'    *^^®  ^^'  representatives,  to  be  chosen  of  the  town  or  district  aforesaid, 
choice  of  repre-  to  represent  them  at  the  great  and  general  court  or  assembly  ;  the  pay 
sentatives.  ^^  allowance  of   such  representative  or  representatives  to  be  borne 

and  paid  by  the  said  town  and  district  according  to  their  respective 
proportions  of  the  province  tax  :  and  the  freeholders  and  other  elec- 
tors of  said  district  shall  be  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  elec- 
tion of  such  representative  or  representatives,  by  a  warrant  from  the 
selectmen  of  Stockbridge,  directed  to  the  constable  or  constables  of 
said  district,  in  the  usual  form,  directing  him  or  them  to  warn  the  in- 
habitants of  said  district  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  of  such  elec- 
tion. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 
ThedistHetto         [Sect.  2.]     That  the  Said  district  shall  pay  their  proportion  of  all 
of ^n  taxM  ai-°"  s'^ch  province,  county,  and  town, charges  as  are  already  granted  and 
ready  assessed,    assesscd,  Or  to  be  asscssed,  on  the  said  town  of  Stockbridge  ;  and  the 
same  shall  be  collected  by  the  collectors  of  the  said  town  of  Stock- 
bridge  in  the  same  manner  they  would  have  been  if  this  act  had  not 
been  made. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 
To  pay  one-  [Sect.  3.]     That  after  this  present  year,  and  until  a  new  valua- 

provhicetax*^^  tiou  of  the  cstatcs  and  polls  throughout  this  province  shall  be  taken, 
until  a  new        agreed  and  concluded  upon,  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  shall 
pay  one  fourth  part  of  the  province  tax  that  would  have  been  set  upon 
the  said  town  of  Stockbridge  if  the  said  district  had  not  been  made. 
And  he  it  further  ena.cted, 
Jahieeiwood-         [Sect.  4.]     That  Jahleel  Woodbride*,  Esq.,  be  and  hereby  is  im- 
empow^edto     powcred  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabi- 
issue  a  warrant   taut  of  Said  district,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  dis- 
first'^raeeang.'^     trict  who  are  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  to  meet  at  some 
suitable  time  and  place  in  said  district,  to  choose  such  officers  as  the 
towns  in  this  province  are,  by  law,  enabled  and  required  to  choose  in 
the  month  of  March,  annually ;  which  they  are  hereby  impowered  to 
chuse  at  such  meeting.     \_Passed  March  9,  1774. 

♦  Sic:  Woodbridge. 


[2d  Sess.]  Province  Laws.  — 1773-74.  327 


CHAPTER    19. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  EASTERLY  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
SUNDERLAND,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE 
NAME  OF  LEVERETT. 

Whereas  the   inhabitants  of  the  easterly  part  of  Sunderland,  in  Preamble, 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  have  represented  to  this  court  the   great 
difficulties   they  labour   under  in   their  present  situation,  and   have 
earnestly  requested  that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  sep[a][e]- 
rate  town,  — 

Be   it  therefore   enacted  hy   the   Governor^  Council    and   House  of 
Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  easterly  part  of  said  town  of   Sunderland,  Easterly  part  of 
sep[a][e]rated  by  a  line  as  follows;  viz"^'^., begin [iijing  in  the   south  fmain^bounds, 
line  of  said  town,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two  rods  east   of   the  incorporated 
south-west  corner  of  said  town  ;  from  thence,  to  run,  north,  one  de-  the°name"of  ^ 
gree  west,  three  hundred  and  six  rods,  to  a  maple-tree  ;  thence,  north,  ^'^v'^''**"- 
five  degrees  east,  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  rods,  to  a  maple-tree ; 
thence,  north,  twenty-eight  degrees  east,  four  hundred  and  twenty 
rods,  to  a  walnut-tree ;  thence,  north,  ten  degrees  east,  seven  hundred 
and  forty  rods,  to  a  heap  of  stones  in  the  north  line  of  said  town  of 
Sunderland, — be  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into  a  distinct  and  sep- 
[a][e]rate  town  by  the  name  of  Leverett,  and  invested  with  all  the 
l^owers,  privileges  and  immunities  that  towns  in  this  province  do  or 
may  enjoy. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Leverett  shall  To  pay  their 
pay  their  proportion  of  all  province,  county, and  town,  charges  already  aiuaxes already 
granted  to  be  raised  in  the  town  of  Sunderland.  granted. 

Provided,  also,  — 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  said  town  of  Leverett  shall  not  be  liable  to  Proviso,  in  case 
maintain  any  person  or  persons  who  have  been  legally  warned  out  of  re8M^^^n°the 
the  town  of  Sunderland,  but,  by  virtue  of  such  warning,  shall  have  gtrtiia^t  have"^ 
the  same  privilege  and  power  of  removing  such  person  or  persons  as  been  warned 
the  town  of  Sunderland  might  have  had,  by  law,  in  case  he  or  they  °^^' 
had  remained  therein.     And  the  said  town  of  Leverett  is  also  hereby 
fully  impowered  and  enabled  to  proceed  with  such  other  persons,  now 
living  within  the  bounds  aforementioned,  who  are  not,  by  law,  now 
inhabitants   of  the  town  of  Sunderland,  in  the  same  manner  as  to 
their  removal  as  the  said  town  might,  by  law,  have  proceeded  with 
them  if  they  had  remained  therein. 

Be  it  also  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  inhabitants  living  within  the  bounds  afore-  Qualification  of 
said,  who,  in  the  [last]  [late']  tax  in  the  town  of  Sunderland,  were  new'va'Juation. 
rated  one  half  part,  so  much  for  their  estates  and  faculties  as  for  one 
single  poll,  shall  be  taken  and  holden  to  be  qualified,  and  be  allowed, 
to  vote  in  their  first  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  such  other 
meetings  as  may  be  called  in  said  town  of  Leverett  until  a  valuation 
of  estates  shall  be  made  by  assessors  there. 

Be  it  also  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  William  Billing,  Esq'^'^., be  and  hereby  is  author- wiiiiamBiiiings, 
i[z][.s]ed  and  required  to  issue  out  his  warrant  to  one  of  the  principal  freifi'toTs'sur'a 
inhabitants  of  said  town,  authori[z][.s]iug  and  requiring  him  to  warn  warrant  for 
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calling  the  first 
meeting. 


Entitled  to  all 
itonimon  and  un. 
divided  lands. 


Town  of  Lever- 
ctt  nnt  to  claim 
any  part  of 
money,  &c.,  in 
the  town 
treasury  of 
Sunderland. 


the  inhabitants,  qualified,  as  aforesaid,  to  meet  together  at  such  time 
and  place  as  shall  be  expressed  in  said  wari'ant,  to  chuse  such  officers 
as  towns  are  authori[z][s]ed  by  law  to  chuse,  and  transact  other  such 
lawful  matters  as  shall  be  expressed  in  said  warrant. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  [the']  said  town  of  Leverctt 
shairbe  intit[u]led  to  all  common  and  undivided  lands  lying  within 
the  said  town. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Leverett  shall  bo 
intit[u]led  to  no  part  of  the  town  of  Sunderland's  money  or  securities 
that  are  now  in  the  treasury  of  said  town  of  Sunderland.  \_Passed 
March  5,*  1774. 


CHAPTER    20. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXING  CERTAIN  LANDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMP- 
SHIRE, WITH  THE  INHABITANTS  THEREON,  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  WIL- 
BRAHAM,  IN  SAID  COUNTY,  TO  DO  DUTIES  AND  RECEIVE  PRIVILEGES 
THERE. 


Preamble. 


Lands  annexed 
to  the  town  of 
Wilbraham. 


Whereas  there  is  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, adjoining  to  the  said  town  of  Wilbraham,  and  bounding,  north, 
on  said  town  ;  east,  on  Monson  ;  and  south,  on  a  line  running,  from  the 
south-west  corner  of  the  said  Monson,  west,  nine  degrees  south,  and 
so  extending,  westward,  by  the  said  Wilbraham,  as  far  as  the  south- 
west corner  thereof  :  containing  what  is  commonly  called  the  Gore  ; 
the  inhabitants  whereon  have  represented  to  this  court  the  special 
difficulties  they  labour  under  by  reason  of  their  not  belonging  to  any 
town  or  parish,  and  have  prayed  this  court  that  they  may  be  annexed 
to  the  said  town  of  Wilbraham,  to  do  duty  and  enjoy  privileges  with 
the  inhabitants  thereof,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives^ 

That  the  said  tract  of  land,  bounded  as  aforesaid,  be  and  hereby 
is  annexed  to  the  said  town  of  Wilbraham,  and  made  part  thereof ; 
and  that  all  such  persons  as  are  now  resident  and  dwelling  on  the 
said  land,  hereby  annexed  to  the  said  Wilbraham,  and  who,  in  case  of 
their  needing  relief  and  support,  would  be  the  charge  of  this  province, 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  intitled  to  all  the  privileges  that  the  other 
inhabitants  of  said  town  enjoy,  and  shall  and  hereby  are  subjected  to 
the  same  duties  to  which  the  other  inhabitants  of  said  town  by  law 
are  obliged.     [Passed  March  9,  1774. 


•  Signed  March  9,  according  to  the  record.    The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed. 
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CHAPTER   21. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  A  PLANTATION  CALLED  FREETOWN  AND 
.JEREMY  SQUAM   ISLAND,   INTO   A    TOWN    BY    THE   NAME    OF    EDG- 

C[U][0]MB[E]. 

Whereas   the  inhabitants  of  a  new  plantation,   commonly  called  Preamble. 
Freetown  and  Jeremy  Sqnam  Island,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  have 
represented  to  this  court  the  great  difficulties  they  labour  under  in 
their  present  situation,  and  have  earnestly  requested  that  they  may 
be  incorporated  into  a  township,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives , 

[Sect.  1.]     That    the    tract    of    land,    including   Jeremy    Squam  Roundsofiands 
Islan^,  bounding,  northerly,  on  Newcastle  ;  easterly,  on  the  town  of  fowTby  Uie* 
Boothbay ;  southerl}',  on  the  Cross  River,  so  called  ;  and  westerly,  on  name  of  Ed^- 
Sheepscot  River  and  Mountsweeg  Cay,  so  as  to  include  said  island, 
be   and  hereby  is   erected   into   a   town   by  the    name   of  Edg[e*]- 
c[u][o]mb[e]  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be  and  hereby  are 
invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges   and  immunities   which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  within  this  province,  respectively,  do,  or  by 
law  ought  to,  enjoy. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  Thomas  Rice,  of  Pownalborough,  in   the  said  Thomas  Rice, 
county  of  Lincoln,  Esquire,  be  and  hereby  is  impowered  to  issue  his  ^rc^'toTHsJi^a 
warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  in  said  township,  to  warrant  for  ^ 
warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  township  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  meeting.  ^ 
as  he  shall  therein  set  forth,  to  choose  all  such  officers  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  manage   the    affairs  of  said  town  ;    at  which  said  first 
meeting  all  the  then  present  male  inhabitants  arrived  [to]  \_at']  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote.    \_Passed  March  5,t  1774. 


CHAPTER    22. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  NEW  GLOCES- 
TER,  INTO   A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME   OF  NEW  GLOCESTER. 

"Whereas  it  has  been  represented  and  made  to  appear  to  this  court,  Preamble, 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  plantation  called  New  Glocester,  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  that  they  have  fulfilled  the  conditions  upon 
which  the  said  plantation  or  township  was  granted,  and  prAying  that 
the}'  may  enjoy  the  common  privileges  and  advantages  of  other 
towns,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  plantation  commonly  called  and  known  by  Bounds  of  New 
the  name  of  New  Glocester,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  bounded  cnouceetcr. 
according  to  the  alteration  from  what  was  originally  made,  and  as 
fixed  upon  by  a  committee  of  the  general  court  in   November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two,  which  is  as  follows;  vizi^'^., 

*  In  the  engrossment  this  letter  seems  to  have  been  interlined  at  a  later  date.    The  en. 
grossed  act  was  never  sealed,    f  Signed  March  9,  according  to  the  record. 
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Erected  into  a 
town. 


William  Allen, 
Ksq.,  empow- 
ered to  issue  a 
warrant  for 
calling  the  first 
meeting. 


begin[w]mg  at  a  stake  and  heap  of  stones  in  North  Yarmouth  back 
line,  seven  mile[s]  and  twenty-six  rods  from  the  most  westerly  corner 
of  North  Yarmouth,  in  the  most  easterly  corner  of  the  plantation 
called  New  Boston ;  and  from  thence,  upon  North  Yarmouth  back 
line,  to  the  extent  of  it;  and  the  same  course  continued  beyond  it  — 
until  the  measure  of  four  miles  and  an-half,  and  thirty-eight  rods,  in 
the  whole,  is  compleated  —  to  a  beach-tree,  mark'd  ;  the  co[u][a]rse, 
north,  thirty-three  degrees  and  forty-five  minutes  west,  with  a[n] 
heap  of  stones  about  it ;  also,  from  said  stake  and  heap  of  stones, 
north,  forty-five  degrees  west,  seven  miles  and  an-half,  by  the  needle  ; 
thence,  north,  forty-five  degrees  east,  by  the  needle,  until  a  line, 
north,  thirty-three  degrees  and  forty-five  minutes  west,  from  the 
aforesaid  beach-tree,  intersects  it, — be  and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  town 
by  the  name  of  New  Glocester ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be 
and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities 
which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  within  this  province  do,  or  may,  by 
law,  enjoy  :  provided^  nevertheless^  the  proprietors  of  said  plantation 
shall  be  subject, and  held  to  pay,  all  such  taxes  as  have  been  lawfully 
assessed  on  them  before  the  making  [of\  this  act,  as  punctually  as 
tho'  the  same  had  not  been  made. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  William  Allen,  Esq^"'^.,  be  and  hereby  is  impow- 
ered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  in  said 
town,  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  qualified  by 
law  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be 
therein  set  forth,  to  chuse  all  officers  that  shall  be  necessary  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  said  town ;  at  which  said  first  meeting  all  the 
then  present  male  inhabitants  that  shall  be  arrived  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote.  \_Passed  March  8,* 
1774.t 


CHAPTER    23. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  LANDS  IN  THE  TOWN 
OF  RICHMONT,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  TO  INFORCE  THE 
PAYMENT  OF  SUCH  TAXES  AS  HAVE  BEEN  AND  HEREAFTER 
SHALL  BE  GRANTED  BY  THE   PROPRIETORS  AFORESAID.f 


Preaaibl«. 

176:1-64,  chap. 
24,  §  1. 


Roclling  an  act 
of  4lli  (ieo.  III. 


"Whereas,  by  one  law  of  this  province,  made  and  passed  in  the 
fourth  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to 
enable  the  proprietors  of  the  plantation  called  Yokun  |  Town  and 
Mount  P^Dhraim,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  to  grant  taxes  on  their 
land,  and  bring  forward  the  settlement  of  said  plantation,"  it  is 
enacted,  "That  the  purchasers  of  said  plantation  of  Yokun  Town 
and  Mount  Ephraim,  shall  be  and  accordingly  are  incorporated  into 
one  distinct  propriety,  and  are  vested  with  the  same  powers  and" 
privileges  as,  by  the  law  of  this  province,  proprietors  in  common  are 
vested  with,  so  far  as  is  necessary  for  the  calling  meetings,  granting 
taxes  upon  the  lands  of  said  purchasers  in  said  plantation,  assessing, 
collecting  and  disposing  of  the  monies  so  raised,  laying  out,  making 
and  repairing  necessary  ways,  and  for  carrying  forward  the  settlement 
of  the  said  plantation  agreable  to  the  order  of  -the  general  court ;  " 


*  Signed  March  9,  fyccording  to  the  record. 
X  "  Yokum."  in  the  act  referred  to. 


t  The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed. 
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and  wJiereas,  afterward,  the  said  new  plantation  was,  by  another  law  J^^^'a*'  °^"P' 

of  this  province,  iacorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Richmont, 

and,  by  the  same  law,  it  was  provided  and  enacted  "  That  all  taxes  Reciting  an  act 

to  be  raised  within  said  town,  for  settling  a  minister,  building  a  meet-  ° 

ing-house  or  meeting-houses,  laying  out,  making  or  repairing  roads, 

be  levied  upon  the  several  proprietors  of  said  plantation,  according 

to  their  interest,  agreable  to  the  act  first  aforesaid,  until  the  further 

order  of  the  general  court ;  and  zuhereas,  since  the  making  the  law 

last  aforesaid,  the  westerly  part  of  Richmont  hath  by  one  law  of  this  nee-ev,  chap. 

province,  made  in  the  seventh  year  of   his  present  majesty's  reign, 

been  incorporated  into  a  distinct  town  by  the  name  of  Richmont,  and 

sundry  taxes  have  been  agreed  upon  and  assessed,  agreable  to  the  acts 

aforesaid  and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  on  the  proprietors  of  the 

lands  in    said   Richmont,  part   of   which   remains   uncollected ;  and 

irhcreas,  in  order  to  compleat  building  a  meeting-house  and  settling 

a  minister,  in  said  Richmont,  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  and  collect 

further  sums  of  money  upon  the  proprietors  of  said  Richmont,  and 

the  same  cannot  be  collected  without  the  further  aid  of  the  general 

court,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

That  the  lands  in  said  Richmont,  of  the  several  proprietors  there  i^tjiinquc'it  p'o- 

'  11.  1  1    prietora  lancls  in 

who  have  not  paid,  or  hereafter  shall  not,  by  the  time  set  and  agreed  Riciimont,to  be 
upon  by  said   proprietors,  pay  their  respective  proportions  of  such  asiessora'^i'n  ihe 
assessment,  which  heretofore  have  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  same  manner  aa 
upon  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  pursuant  to  the  votes  of  said  ifabietcfbe  sold 
proprietors,  and  the  laws  aforesaid,  shall,  for  the  payment  thereof,  actof 2dQeo" 
l>e  subject  to  be  sold  by  the  assessors  there,  or  the  major  part   of  iii. 
them,  who  made  or  shall  make  such  assessment,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  lands  of  proprietors  in  new  plantations  were  liable  to  be  sold 
by  virtue  of  an  act,  made  in  the  second  year  of  his  present  majesty's 
reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  subject  the  unimproved  lands  within  this  i76i-62,  chap, 
province  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  taxes  assessed  on  them  by 
order   of  the  general  court,  and  votes  and  agreements  of  the  pro- 
prietors thereof,  and  to  enable  proprietors  to  levy  province  and  county 
taxes  laid  on  them."     [Passed  March  5,  1774. 


44. 


CHAPTER  24. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  ONE  ACT  OR  LAW  OF  THIS  PROVINCE, 
MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE  THIRTEENTH  YEAR  OF  HIS  PRESENT 
MAJESTY'S  REIGN,  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  MAKE  PROVISION  FOR 
THE  ASSESSING  THE  MONIES  UPON  THE  LANDS  OF  THE  PROPRIE- 
TORS IN  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  ASHFIELD,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMP- 
SHIRE, WHICH  ARE  DUE  FROM  THE  SAID  PROPRIETORS,  TO  DEFREY 
THE  CHARGES  HEREAFTER  MENTIONED,  AND  TO  PROVIDE  A 
METHOD  FOR  THE   COLLECTING  AND   LEVYING  OF  THE   SAME." 

Whereas,  by  the  preamble  of  the  act  intitled  ' '  An  Act  to  make  Preamble, 
provision  for  the  assessing  the  monies  upon  the  lands  of  the  proprie-  g"^"^^'  *''**p* 
tors  in  the  township  of  Ashfleld,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  which 
are  due  from  the  said  proprietors,  to  defrey  the   charges   hereafter 
mentioned,  and  to  provide  a  method  for  the  collecting  and  levying  the 
same,"  it  is  evident  that   it   was  the    intention    and    design   of   the 

*  The  act  recited  was  passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  Oeo.  III. 
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makers  of  the  said  act,  to  make  provision  for  the  clefreyiag  the  charges 
and  expences  necessarily  incurred  by  several  persons  employed  by 
the  proprietors  or  owners  of  lands  in  the  said  Ashfield,  in  attending 
upon  and  applying  to  the  general  court  for  relief  from  the  perplexi- 
ties and  difficulties  in  which  the  said  proprietors  had  been  involved 
by  divers  means,  and  from  divers  causes,  mentioned  'and  expressed 
in  the  said  act,  but  it  appears,  upon  a  careful  inspection  of  the 
enacting  clauses  of  the  said  act,  that  the  said  provision  was  not  made, 
to  the  great  grievance  of  the  persons  so  employed  by  the  said  pro- 
Pieambie.  prietors  ;  and  tvhereas  it  hath  been  lately  discovered  that  at  the  times 
when  the  said  proprietors  held  theu*  meetings  at  which  they  did 
chuse  and  appoint  the  said  persons  to  attend  and  apply  to  the  general 
court  for  the  relief  and  help  aforesaid,  they,  the  said  proprietors,  had 
not,  by  law,  any  right  or  power  to  call  and  hold  any  meetings  for 
such  or  any  other  purpose  whatsoever,  which  was  not  then  known 
by  the  said  proprietors,  but  they  supposed  that  they  had  good  and 
lawful  authority  to  call  and  hold  meetings  for  that  purpose ;  and 
whereas  the  said  persons  employed,  as  aforesaid,  to  apply  to  the 
general  court,  who  have  spent  much  time  and  money  in  travelling  to, 
and  attending  on,  several  sessions  of  the  general  court,  to  sollicit  and 
procure  the  relief  aforesaid,  are  unable  to  bear  the  cost  and  expence 
thereof  without  the  assistance  and  contribution  of  their  fellow-pro- 
prietors, who  have  shared  with  them  in  the  benefit  of  the  relief 
granted  to  the  said  proprietors  by  the  general  court,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
.Tefie(MiFo8^er,       [Sect.   1.]     That  Jcdcdiah  Foster,  Esq.,  William  Williams,  Esq., 
wuiiame.  Esq.,  aud  Mr.  Thomas  Denny,  who,  by  the  said  act,  were  appointed  and 
DunfiV''8'power  empowered  to  enquire  and  determine  what  sums  of  money  were  due 
continued,  to      from  and  to  diverse  persons  and  on  diverse  considerations,  mentioned 
u'nntnnwhat'is  in  thc  Said  act,  and  to  assess  the  same  upon  the  lands  in  the  said 
'!rn*rir7r8t      Ashficld   which   have   been   laid  out  and  brought   to   severalty,  are 
obadiahDickin-  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  also,  to  enquire  and  determine 
for^sulid^y^ser.'    what  is  justly  duc  from  the  said  proprietors  to  the  said  persons  em- 
vicesdoncby      ploycd  by  the  Said  proprietors,  as    aforesaid,  aud  who  did  in   fact 
attend  upon  and  apply  to  the  general  court  for  the  relief  aforesaid, 
for  their  service  aud  expence  therein  ;  and  also  what  Mr.  Obadiah 
Dickinsou,  of  Hatfield,  shall  reasonably  deserve  to  have  of  the  said 
pi'oprietors,  for  his  trouble  and  expence  in  making  application  to  this 
court  and  attending  on  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  this 
act ;  and  to  assess  all  such  sums  of  money  as  they,  the  said  Jedediah 
Foster,  William  Williams  and  Thomas  Denny,  or  any  two  of  them, 
on  such  enquiry,  shall  judge  and  determine  to  be  due  to  the  persons 
employed  and  empowered  by  the  said  proprietors,  as  abovesaid,  and 
to  the  said  Obadiah,  for  all  aud  every  the  services  abovesaid,  upon 
und  uiidf  b*e       ^^^  ^^^  lands  in  the   said  Ashfield   which   have   been   laid   out   and 
ionsiiigto    '      brought  to  severalty  (excepting  the  public  rights,  and  the  lands  in 
from't^xfor""^'  the  said  Ashfield  which  were  owned  by  the  people,  in  the  said  Ashfield, 
such  services.     >vho  wcrc,  iu  the  judgment  of  the  said  Jedediah  Foster,  William  Wil- 
liams and  Thomas  Denny,  or  any  two  of  them,  of  the  Baptists  per- 
swasion  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-one,  —  that  being  the  last  time  when  any  persons  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  proprietors  to  the  services  abovesaid)  ;  and  also 
to  levy  and  order  the  payment  of  such  monies  so  assessed,  to  the 
said  persons  improved  and  employed,  as  abovesaid,  by  the  said  pro- 
prietors, and  to  the  said  Obadiah,  respectively,  in  the  same  way  and 
Committee  cm-   manner  as,  in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid,  it  is  provided  and  directed  that 

DOWGrCQ  to  '  •/  'A 

assess,  levy  and  the  Said  Jedediah  Foster,  William  Williams  and  Thomas  Denny,  the 
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committee  above  named,  shall  assess,  levy  and   order  the   moneys  order  the  moiKy 
which  they  were  by  the  said  act  authorized  to  assess ;  and  that  the  [he^u-eiisurer,  to 
treasurer  who  may  hereafter  be  chosen  by  the  said  proprietors  shall  whom  due, 
make  payment  of  the  said  monies,  pursuant  to  the  said  committee's 
orders,  without  any  such  consent  or  agreement  of  the  said  proprietors, 
previously  had  and  obtained  therefor  as  is  expressed  and  provided 
in  the  said  act,  as  a  condition  of  his  paying  the  monies  which  the 
said  committee,  by  the  said  act,  were  impowered  to  assess  and  order. 

Provided,  always, — 

[Sect  2.]     That  the  said  committee,  before  the  allowance  of  the  Committee  to 
charges  and  demands  of  the  persons  imployed   as  abovesaid,  or  of  fi'irprop'rk'tors 
the  said  Obadiah,  or  any  of  them,  shall  give  reasonable  notice  and  that'tbo^m'i''*' 
opportunity  to  the  said  proprietors  to  make  before  them  their  objec-  have  opport'u- 
tions  and  exceptions  to  all  accounts  and  demands  which  the  persons  "hl.'il^eto"^^''"'' 
employed   as  abovesaid,  and  the  said  Obadiah,  shall  make  and  lay 
before  them,  against  the  said  proprietors  ;  the  said  notice  to  be  given 
either  by  posting  up  notifications,  or  in  and  by  the  public  newspapers, 
or  any  other  way  or  manner  as  to  the  said  committee  shall  appear  suf- 
ficient and  effectual. 

And  irhereas,  in  and  by  the  aforesaid  act,  it  is  enacted  and  pro- 
vided in  the  words  following ;  to  wit,  "  That  all  such  sums  of  money  KecUaifrom  a 

ioriner  act 

as  shall  be  assessed  and  levied  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  collector  of  the  said  proprietors,   and  by  the   said   committee, 
respectively,  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  said  proprietors, 
to  the  use  of  the  said  proprietors,  and  shall  be  by  him  paid  out,  to 
such  persons  to  whom  the  said  committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
shall  judge  to*  the  same  to  be  due,  upon  orders  from  the  said  commit- 
tee, or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  be  therefor  drawn  on  the  said 
ti'easurer  in  case  the  said  proprietors,  at  any  legal  proprietors'  meet- 
ing, hereafter  to  be  called  and  held,  shall,  by  a  major  vote,  agree  and 
give  their  consent  thereto  :  provided,  always,  that  the  said  Baptists  P;'!'!',*'^.,''"'',®. 
shall  not  have  any  voice  or  vote  respecting  the  payment  or  disposi-  spccting  the  dis- 
tion  of  the  monies  which  shall  be  assessed  and  levied  by  the  said  cam-  ^°o^ney  U^eMcd 
mittee  for  the  payment  of  the  said  Mr.  Sherwin's  salary,  nor  upon  forMr.  sher- 
the  question  whether  those  monies  shall  be  ordered  out  of  the  said  ^'°  *  ^^  ^^^'  ^^' 
treasurer's  hands,  by  the  said  committee"  ;  —  but  the  case,  in  fact,  at  Former  act  de- 

„,•;.  ,  .  j-Ti  1      i'li    •      clared  insnfh- 

the  time  of  the  makmg  and  passmg  the  said  act,  was  and  still  is  oientforthepur. 
such,  that  the  said  proprietors  had  not,  and  still  have  not,  any  treas-  p°®®^  mtended. 
urer  or  any  other  officer,  excepting  a  collector,  appointed  by  the  said 
committee,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  act ;  and  there  then  was 
not,  and  still  is  not,  any  act  or  law  of  this  province  impowering  the 
said  proprietors  to  call  or  hold  any  meeting  for  the  choice  of  any  offi- 
cer or  officers,  or  for  the  transacting  any  business  whatsoever  by 
major  vote  ;  so  that,  unless  further  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
said  proprietors  by  this  court,  the  said  act  already  made  and  designed 
for  their  relief  will  be  wholly  abortive  and  ineffectual, — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  proprietors  and  owners  of  lands  in  the  said  ^^^J'/rsTr'^tands 
Ashfield  which  have  been  laid  out  and  brought  to  severalty,  except-  in  severalty, 
ing  such  owners  of  such  lands  there,  who,  on  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  ennwwM-ed^to^''' 
May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  were  of  the  de-  caii  a  meeting, 
nomination  of  the  people  called  Baptists,  shall   be   and   hereby  are  former'^act.  ^° 
enabled  and  impowered  to  procure  the  calling  and  holding  a  meeting 
of  such  proprietors  or  owners  of  such  lands,  in  the  same  manner  and 
way  as  is  prescribed  and  directed  in  and  by  one  act  or  law  of  this 
province,  made  and  passed  in  the  twelfth  year  of  her  majesty  Queen 

•  This  word  is  not  in  the  act  referred  to. 
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I7i2-i3,chap. 9.  Ann,  mtitled  "An  Act  directing  how  meetings  of  proprietors  of 
lands  lying  in  common  and  undivided  *  may  be  called  " ;  and  that 
such  proprietors,  when  so  assembled,  shall  have  full  power,  by  the 
votes  of  so  many  of  them  as  own  the  greater  part  of  the  interest  of 

T^ choose  8uch  all  thosc  proprietors  who  shall  be  so  assembled,  to  chuse  such  offlcers 
as  they  shall  judge  they  stand  in  need  of :  provided,  such  officers  shall 
be  no  other  than  such  as  the  proprietors  of  lands  lying  in  common 
and  undivided  are  by  law  impowered  to  chuse  —  and  also  to  pass  and 
act  on  all  such  matters  and  questions  as  the  said  proprietors  of  the 
lands  in  the  said  Ashfield  which  have  been  laid  out  and  brought  to 
severalty  are,  by  the  act  first  mentioned,  impowered  to  do.  \_P<tssed 
March  9,  1774. 


officers  as  they 
Bliall  judge 
necessary,  &o. 


CHAPTER   25. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  TOWN  OF  STOUGHTON  AND  THE  DISTRICT 
OF  STOUGHTONHAM  TO  SELL  CERTAIN  LANDS  LYING  WITHIN  THE 
SAID  DISTRICT  OF  STOUGHTONHAM,  CALLED  MINISTRY  LANDS,  LY- 
ING NEAR  A  PLACE   CALLED   COW    IIILL.t 


Preamble. 


A  committee  of 
Btoughton  and 
Stoughtonham 
empowered  to 
sell  seventy-five 
acres  of  land, 
and  give  deeds. 


Whereas  it  has  been  represented  and  made  to  appear  to  this  court 
that,  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Dorchester,  Feb- 
ruary the  11th,  1705-6,  it  was  voted  that  seventy-five  acres  of  land 
should  be  laid  out  for  the  use  of  the  ministry,  forever,  for  the  benefit  of 
those  ministers  that  shall  be  ordained  in  that  place,  from  time  to  time  ; 
viz"^'^.,  in  the  land  belonging  to  said  Dorchester,  beyond  the  Blue  Hills, 
as  appears  by  said  Dorchester  records  ;  which  land  the  said  proprie- 
tors have  laid  out  in  a  remote  part  of  their  land  adjoining  southerly 
on  the  county  line,  and  now  lieth  in  the  [saicZ]  district  of  said 
Stoughtonham,  near  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Cow  Hill,  as 
appears  by  the  plan  thereof ;  and  whereas,  it  has  been  represented 
to  this  court  that,  if  said  land  were  sold  for  the  most  it  would  fetch, 
and  the  money  arising  by  the  sale  thereof  were  improved  for  the  uses 
aforesaid,  and  no  other,  it  might  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  ministers 
now  settled  in  said  town  and  district,  or  that  shall  be  hereafter  settled, 
as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  and  district,  — • ' 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Councd  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  town  of  Stoughton  and  district  of 
Stoughtonham  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  make  sale  of  the  said 
seventy-five  acres  of  land,  for  the  most  it  will  fetch  ;  and  that  Elijah 
Dunbar,  Esqi^'^-,  Abijah  Uphain,  and  Christopher  Wadsworth,  of  said 
Stoughton,  and  Samuel  Bird,  and  Joseph  Hewins,  Esqi^'^.,  of  said 
Stoughtonham,  be  a  committee  to  sell  said  land,  and  to  give  a  deed  or 
deeds  of  sale  of  the  same  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  in 
behalf  of  said  town  and  district,  and  receive  the  money  therefor,  or 
take  suflicient  bonds  for  the  same  on  lawful  interest  fur  one  year 
next  coming,  with  sufficient  sureties  ;  and  that  said  committee  account 
with  the  town  of  Stoughton  and  district  of  Stoughtonham  for  said 
money  or  bonds  when  thereto  required. 


•  The  words  "and  undivided"  are  not  in  the  title  of  the  act  referred  to. 
t  The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  neat  proceeds  arising  from  such  sale  shall  be  Net  proceeds  of 
put  out  to  lawful  interest,  on  good  security,  by  the  selectmen  of  put  out  ro'^nter- 
the  said  town  of  Stousjhton  and  district  of  Stoughtonham,  for  the  est  by  the 

"  SBlGCtlDGIl    tor 

time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  the  use  of'cun- 
C'ongregational  ministers  that  are  or  shall  be  regularly  settled  within  mfn^sJersofthe 
the  limits  mentioned  in  said  grant,  forever ;  the  interest  thereof  to  be  town  and 
paid  to  each  of  them,  in  equal  proportion,  annually,  during  the  term  of 
their  ministry  :  the  said  bonds  or  secm-ities  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Stoughton,  and  the  said  ministers  to 
diaw  the  interest  arising  therefrom,  annually,  by  order  of  the  select- 
men of  the  town  of  Stoughton  and  district  of  Stoughtonham,  or  the 
major  part  of  them.     [Passed  March  5,  1774. 


CHAPTER    26. 

AN  ACT  FOR  DIVIDING  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  SPRINGFIELD,  AND  ERECT- 
ING THE  WESTERN  PART  THEREOF  INTO  A  SEPERATE  TOWN  BY 
THE  NAME   OF  WEST  SPRINGFIELD. 

Whereas,  by  reason  of  the  great  extent  of  the  township  of  Spring-  Proambie. 
field,  the  remote  settlements,  disputes,  cmitroversies,  and  different 
interests  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  the  difficulty  and  often  imprac- 
ticability of  their  assembling  in  town  meetings,  for  elections  and  other 
necessary  purposes,  by  reason  of  the  great  river  Connecticut  almost 
C(iually  dissecting  the  township,  it  is  necessary  that  there  be  a  division 
thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  (he  Governor,  Council    and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  that  part  of  the  township  of  Springfield  lying  on  Erected  into  a 
the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River,  and  the 'inhabitants  there,  be  con-  thoiiame°of"  ^ 
stituted  and  erected  into  a  distinct  town  by  the  narhe  of  West  Spring-  ^^^^  Spring- 
field,  and  be  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities 
which,  by  the  laws  of  this  province,  towns  have  and  enjoy. 

Provided, — 

A7id  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  town  of  West  Lands  lying  in 
Springfield,  or  any  parish  or  precinct  there,  at  any  time  hereafter  to  oi?the'we^8t  suie 
assess  or  tax  the  lands  or  estates,  of  anv  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  \^°  nver.notto 

•'  ot^  iJixGcl  by 

the  town  of  Springfield,  situate  or  lying  in  that  part  of  the  great  and  West  Spring, 
general  field,  so  called,  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River,  which  ^''^'^' 
is  and  lyes  southward  of  a  line  running  from  the  ferry  over  said  river, 
at  the  Upper  Wharf,  so  called,  to  the  pond  called  Turtle  Pond,  in 
said  field,  and  thence  to  the  west  end  of  the  hill  called  New-Field 
Hill,  and  thence  to  the  ferry  over  Agawam  River  near  Moses  Leon- 
ard's dwelling-house,  for  any  rates,  duties  or  charges  whatever,  the 
same   being  within   the    nominal   limits  of  the   said    town  of   West 
Springfield,  notwithstanding:    and  that   all   lots,  lands    and   estates —aii  such  lands 
whatever,  lying  within  the  said  great  and  general  field  southerly  of  Ihe  town  of'^ 
the  line  aforesaid,  and  every  part  and  parcel  of  the  same  —  the  owner  Springfleid. 
and  proprietor  or  proprietors  whereof  shall,  for  the  time  being  and  at 
any  time  hereafter,  be  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  town 
of  Springfield  —  shall  stand  chargeable  and  taxable,  and  be  charged 
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and  taxed,  and  assessed,  for  all  province,  county,  town  and  i)arisli, 
taxes,  rates,  charges  and  duties,  only  in  and  by  the  said  town  of 
Springfield,  and  the  parish  or  parishes,  respectively,  there,  at  all 
times  hereafter. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 
To  pay  their  [Sect.  3.]     That  the  Said  town  of  West  Springfield  and  the  inhab- 

debt'8"dio"frora'  itauts  thereof  shall  stand  chargeable  and  charged  with  the  payment 
the  towM  of  ^^^  Qf  ^\\  (^ebts  and  sums  of  money  due  and  owing  from  the  undivided 
Bifppmt  of  their  town  of  Springfield,  and  of  all  grants,  rates,  and  assessments  hereto- 
r'Miiss  390.        ^^1'^  made,  and  with  the  future  maintenance  and  support  of  the  pres- 
ent poor  of  the  same  town,  in  such  share  and  proportion  as  the  inhab- 
itants on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River  were  assessed  to  the  last 
province  tax  in  said  town  ;  and  also  of  the  future  poor,  if  any  such 
may  be  not  at   present  resident  in  said    town,  with  the  support  of 
whom  the  said  town  of  Springfield  may  be  hereafter  chargeable  by 
virtue   of   settlements   gain'[e]d  previous  to   the    making   this    act: 
To  have  their      and  that  all  the  ministry-,  and  school-lands  of  the  undivided  town  of 
piib'iic'^iinda'and  Springfield  l3'ing  in  the  outward  commons,  so  called,  on  each  side  of 
Block,  excepting  Connecticut  River,  and  the  stock  of  ammunition,  and  all  monies,  in 

public  build-  ,',.  .iT-Ti  •! 

ings,  &c.  the  treasury  or  due  and  owmg  to  said  undivided  town,  exceptmg  the 

sura  of  two  hundred  pounds  heretofore  granted  and  appropriated  for 
building  a  bridge  across  Chicabee  River,  and  all  other  the  estate,  real 
and  personal,  of  the  said  undivided  town  of  Springfield,  except  the 
public  buildings  of  said  town  —  and  also  excepting  that  part  of  the 
ministry  lands  which  now  is  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  first,  sec- 
ond and  third  parishes,  severally,  in  said  town,  or  the  respective  minis- 
ters thereof  —  shall  be  held  and  divided  by  and  between  the  said  two 
towns  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  respective   inhabitants  on  the 
east  and  west  side  of   Connecticut  Rivei-  were  assessed  to  the  last 
Proviso,  in  case  province  assessment;  and  in  case  the  said  two  hundred  pounds,  so 
monTy  gr^anted    granted  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  within  ten  years  be 
for  building  a      expended  and  laid  out  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  that  the  same  witii 

orKli^G  over  , 

Chicopee  River    all  interest  arising  therefrom  be  divided  in  manner  and    proportion 

should  not  bo        ofnvp«qifl 
expended.  aiUlCbciUl. 

Proviso,  to  pre-  And,  to  prevent  disputes  and  controversies  which  ma}'  hereafter 
dt8"put"e'^about  arisc  respecting  that  part  of  the  said  ministry  lands,  which,  formerly, 
ministerial  ^  jjy  order  of  the  general  court,  was  allotted,  divided,  and  set  off  in 
severalty  to  the  said  first,  second,  and  third  parisliea,  for  the  use  of 
the  ministry  in  those  several  parishes,  respectively,  and  for  many 
years  has  been  and  now  is  in  the  actual  and  several  possession  and 
enjoyment  of  the  said  three  parishes,  respectively,  or  the  several  min- 
isters thereof, — 

Be  it  further  enacted^ 
Ministerial  _  [Sect.  4.]     That  the  said  town  of  West  Springfield  sliall  have  and 

m)sse88io^of  hold  that  part  of  the  same  ministry  lands, which  was  so  allotted,  divided 
fioiTto''bo°heid  '''^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^°  ^^^  ^^^^  second  parish,  and  is  now  in  their  actual  and 
for  tiiat  U8S  for  scvcral  posscssioii,  as  aforesaid,  only  for  the  use,  benefit  and  behoof 
^^"'  of  the  said  ministry  in  the  said  second  parish,  forever  ;  and  that  the 

Each  town  to      remaining  town  of  Springfield  shall  have  and  hold  that  part  of  tlie 

hold  all  public  •     ■    ,         i         i  i  •    ?  n    i.      i      t     •  i     i       •    •,  ^„    . 

buildings  in  samc  ministry  lands  which  was  so  allotted,  divided  and  set  off  to  the 
lim'it/^*'"'^'''^^  ^^^^  ^i^"^t  '"^^^  tliird  parishes, respectively,  and  now  is  in  the  actual  [and 
several]  possession  of  the  same  parishes,  respectively,  or  the  several 
ministers  thereof,  only  for  the  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  minis- 
try in  the  said  first  and  third  parishes,  respectively,  in  severalty,  for- 
ever, according  to  the  division  and  partition  matle,  as  aforesaid,  and 
their  present  respective  and  several  possessions  ;  and  that  the  said  town 
of  West  Springfield  shall  have  and  hold  all  the  public[k]  buildings 
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within  the  limits  of  the  same  town  ;  and  the  remaining  town  of  Spring- 
field shall  have  and  hold  all  public  [k]  buildings  within  the  limits 
thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  change,  alter,  Rights  and 
or  affect  the  present  rights  or  limits  of  the  several  parishes  in  said  un-  respective  ^ 
divided  town,  or  either  of   them,  or   their   respective   interests   or  be'a^cteTb*** 
estates  in  the  ministry  lands  as  heretofore  established,  or  any  divis-  the  division. 
ion  or  partition  thereof  heretofore  made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  present  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Springfield,  Selectmen  of 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  be  and  hereby  are  impowered'and  required,  cifn  a  meeting 
within  reasonable  and  convenient  time,  to  issue  their  warrant,  directed  af,t''g^of''\ve'^t' 
to  some  constable  or  constables  of  the  said  town  of  Springfield  liv-  Spnngfleid,  for 
ing  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River,  requiring  him  or  them  to  {own'^offlce^B, 
warn  and  give  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  West  ^c. 
Springfield,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  meetings,  to  meet  and  as- 
semble some  time  in  the  month  of  March  next,  on  such  day  and  at 
such  place  in  the  same  town  as  they  by  their  warrant  shall  appoint, 
to  choose  all  necessary  town  officers,  and  that  the  inhabitants  so  noti- 
fied and   assembled   be  and  hereby  are   impowered  and  required  to 
choose  such  town  officers  accordingly ;  and  all  disputes  and  contro- 
■\ersies  respecting  the  qualifications  of  voters  in  this  or  any  other 
meeting  of  the  same  town,  before  the  making  any  assessment  therein, 
except  the  meeting  for  the  choice  of  representative [s],  shall  be  ad- 
judged and  determined  by  the  same  list  and  assessment,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  by  which  the  same  might  have  been  determined  if  no 
division  of  the  town  had  been  made.     [_Passed  February  23*,  1774. 


CHAPTEE  27. 

AN  ACT  FOE,  ERECTING  THAT  PART  OF  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  SPRING- 
FIELD CALLED  STONY  HILL,  INTO  A  SEPERATE  DISTRICT  BY  THE 
NAME  OF  LUDLOW.t 

Whereas,  by  reason  of  the  remote  situation  of  the  inhabitant[s  of  Preamble. 
tJiat  part  of  SpringfieldXI  called  Stony  Hill,  from  the  center  of  the 
town  and  parishes  of  which  they  are  now  parts,  and  their  incapacity 
thereby  of  receiving  any  SidiY[antages  from  a  longer  union  J]  and  con- 
nection therewith  ;  and  they  have  represented  to  this  court  that  they 
are  of  [a]  sufficient  number [s]  and  estates  to  support  the  charge  [s  of 
a  district,  and  7iay|]e  prayed  that  they  may  be  accordingly  erected  into 
a  district;  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  [^House  of  R*'\epresenta- 
tives,  • 

[Sect.  1.]  That  that  part  of  the  township  of  Springfield  called  Bounds  of  that 
and  known  by  the  name  of  Stony  Hill,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  fieil  caiied""^^' 
included  and  contained  within  the  following  lines  and  boundaries ;  5^°"^^  ™Jj,  ^ 
naraelv,  bounding,  southerly,  on  Chicabee  River  ;  east,  on  the  east  line  district  by  the 
of  said  Springfield  and  west  line  of  Belchertown  ;  northerly,  on  the  ^^^^^  "^  ^"'^- 
north  line  of  said  Springfield  —  or  partly  on  Belchertown  and  partly 

*  Signed  March  9,  according  to  the  record.    The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed, 
t  "  Ludlow,"  in  this  title  is  in  a  different  hand ;  probably  Hutchinson's, 
j  Parchment  mutilated. 
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on  Granby  —  and  extending,  westward,  so  far  as  to  include  all  that  part 
of  the  outward  commons,  so  called,  that  lies  in  the  north-east  corner 
of  the  township  of  Springfield,  and  extending,  also,  in  a  line  parrellel 
with  the  west  line  of  said  outward  commons,  one  mile  and  three-quar- 
ters farther  west,  into  the  inward  commons,  so  called,  in  said  Spring- 
field, north  of  Chicabee  River,  —  be  erected  into  a  seperate  district  by 
the  name  of  [Ludlow']  ;  and  be  invested  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges which  towns  in  this  province  enjoy,  by  law,  that  of  choosing 
and  sending  a  representative  to  the  general  assembly  only  excepted : 
To  -oin  with  ^^^^  t^^*  ^^^  ^^i^  district  shall  have  full  right  and  liberty,  from  time 
Springfield,  in  to  time,  to  join  with  the  town  of  Springfield  in  the  choice  of  represen- 
repKflenuuves.  tativcs  to  represent  them  in  the  general  assembly  ;  and  that  the  said 
district  of  [Ludloiv']  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  chargeable  with,  and 
pay  their  proportion  and  part  of,  the  charge  and  expence  of  such  rep- 
resentatives. And  the[e1  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  said 
district  of  [Ludlow]  shalT  be  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  such 
election,  in  lilie  manner  as  the  inhabitants  of  said  Springfield,  by  a 
warrant  from  the  selectmen  of  Springfield,  directed  to  the  constable 
of  said  district,  requu'ing  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  meet 
and  assemble  in  the  meeting  for  that  purpose,  at  the  time  and  place 
therein  appointed  ;  and  that  the  pay  of  such  representatives  be  borne 
by  the  said  district,  and  the  towns  of  Springfield  and  Wilbraham,  in 
such  proportion  as  they,  respectively,  pay  to  the  province  tax. 
A7id  be  it  further  enacted, 
To  pay  their  [Sect.  2.]     That  the  said  district  of  [Ludloio],  and  the  inhabitants 

''ubiT/debtB^""  thereof,  shall  stand  charged  with  the  payment  of  their  share,  part  and 
^         '''   '      proportion,  of  all  debts  and  sums  of  money  due  and  owing  from  said 
town  of  Springfield,  and  all  grants,  rates  and  assessments  already 
Springfleid  to     made  ;  and  that  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  abridge  or  affect  the  rights 
to  Umber!  &c"*  o^  ^^^  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Springfield,  to  the  timber,  herbage  or 
stone  on  any  lands  in  said  district. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
John  Worthing-      [Sect.  3.]     That  the  Honorable  John  'Worthin[(7]ton,  Esq^^'^. ,  be  im- 
ton,  Esq.,  em-     powered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal 

powered  to  issue  f    ,     ,  .  „         .  ,     -,.        .  .    .         i  •         /  ,^         •    t     t  •  i       i^         a 

a  warrant  to       mhabitaut  of  Said  distnct,  requn-mg  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  or 

fol-'thrc'ho'icf  of  said  district,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  meetings,  to  assemble  at 

oflicers,  &c.       somc  Convenient  place  in  said  district,  some  time  in  March  next,  to 

choose  all  such  officers  as  may  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of 

said  district,   and  which  by  law  ought  to  be  chosen,  which  at  such 

meeting  they  are  hereby  required  to  choose. 

Aiid  be  it  further  enacted, 

Farms  of  zacha-      [Sect.  4.]     That  if  the  Said  west  line  of  the  before  described  tract 

riah  Warner,      qJ  i^^g^  ^q^^  crcctcd  iuto  a  district,  should  not  extend  so  far  as  to 

ana  others,  to  be    .,,  ,  .,,.  ]>      rr       ^         •    i       -nr  rr       1         •     1 

Included  in  the  mcludc  and  coutaiu  the  farms  of  Zachariah  Warner,  Zacharian 
mstrictofLud-  ^Yai-ner,  jun^'^.,  Oliver  Chapin  and  Ezelciel  Squire,  that  their  said 
farms  and  lands  situate  in  said  place  called  Stony  Hill,  be  made  part 
of,  and  annexed  to,  said  district  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  that 
the  same,  with  the, inhabitants  thereof,  have  and  receive  all  the  privi- 
leges, duties  and  burthens  of  the  said  district,  in  as  full  manner  as 
tho[vgh']  the  same  were  contained  within  the  limits  and  boundaries 
first  described. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Exempt  from  [Sect,  5.]     That  the  said  district  of  [Ludloio],  and  the  inhabitants 

to^anyo'ther  thereof,  bc  and  hereby  are  at  all  times  hereafter,  freed,  discharged 
parish.cxctpting  and  exempted  from  all  futui'e  duties,  taxes  and  assessments  in  the 
granted  before  Several  parishes  and  precincts  to  which  they  before  this  act  belonged 
thia  act.  and  appertained,  and  that  they  be  forever  after  disunited  and  sepe- 
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rated  from  all  other  parishes  and  precincts,  and  no  longer  be,  con- 
tinue or  remain  part  or  parcel  thereof,  or  in  any  wise  connected  there- 
with :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  they  remain  cnarged  with  the  pay- 
ment of  then-  part  and  proportion  of  all  grants,  taxes  and  assessments 
heretofore  made  by  the  respective  parishes  to  which  they  before 
appertained. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  said  district  of  [Ludlow^  shall  have  and  hold  Tohavetheir^ 
their  share  and  proportion  of  all  ministry-,  and  school-lands  lying  in  try",  ami  school', 
the  outward  commons,  so  called,  on  both  sides  of  Connecticut  River,  'i9"pf(;'k^*'3i7. 
in  said  Springfield,  and  of  all  the  stock  of  ammunition,  and  of  all 
sums  of  money  in  the  treasury  of  said  town,  and  of  »11  debts  due  and 
owing  to  said  town  (excepting  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  here- 
tofore granted  and  appropriated  for  building  [a*]  bridge  over  Chicabee 
River)  ;  to  be  divided,  appo[r][m]t[ion]ed  and  set[t]  off  to  them  in 
such  share  and  proportion  as  the  inhabitants  there  paid  and  werd  as- 
sessed to  the  la[s<*]  province  tax  in  said  town  ;  and  that  the  said  dis-  Charged  with 
trict  shall  at  all  times  be  chargeable  with  the  maintenance  and  sup-  oV"thJfp"oo?.^"''''" 
port  of  the  present  poor  of  the  town  of  Springfi[eZ*]d,  in  the  same  4MaB8.,39o. 
proportion,  and  with  their  proportion  of  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  any  person  or  persons,  heretofore  belonging  to  said  town  but  now 
removed  from  th[enc*]e,  who  shall  be  returned  thither  and  become 
the  public  charge  thereof.     [^Passed  February  28,t  1774. 


CHAPTEK    28. 

AN  ACT  FOE,    SUPPLYING  THE  TREASURY    WITH  THREE    THOUSAND 

POUNDS.+ 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  further  provision  should  be  made  for  Preamble, 
the  support  of  government,  and  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  discharge 
the  warrants  that  are  already,  and  may  be,  drawn  on  him  to  May 
next,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
[Sect.  1.]     That  the  treasurer  of  the  province  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  Treasury  eup. 
impowered  and  directed  to  borrow,  from  such  person  or  persons  who  £3^000!" 
shall  be  willing  to  lend,  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand  pounds,  in 
milled  dollars  at  six  shillings  each,  or  in  the  several  species  of  coin'd 
silver  and  gold  enumerated  in  an  act,  made  and  passed  in  the  twenty- 
third  year  of  his  late  majesty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled  "  An  1749-50,  chap. 
Act  for  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which  coined  silver  and  gold,  English  ^^" 
halfpence  and  farthings,  may  pass  within  the  government"  ;  and  the 
sum  so  borrowed  shall  be  applied  in  manner  as  in  this  act  is  hereafter 
directed ;  and  for  the  sum  or  sums  so  borrowed,  the  treasurer  shall 
give  his  receipt  or  obligation,  payable  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  in  the  form  following :  — 

Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.       .  Form  of  the 

Borrowed  and  received  of  the  sum  of  ,  for  the  J^oteg""""'* 

use  and  service  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay;  and,  in  behalf  of 
said  province,  I  do  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the 
office  of  treasurer  to  repay  the  said  or  to  his  order,  the 

♦  Parchment  mutilated. 

t  Signed  March  9,  according  to  the  record.    The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed. 

X  The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed. 
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twentieth  day  of  June,  A.D.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
the  aforesaid  sum  of  ,  in  Spanish  mill'd  dollars  at  six  shillings 

each,  or  in  the  several  species  of  coined  silver  and  gold  enumerated  in  an 
act,  made  and  passed  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  late  majesty  King 
George  the  Second,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which 
coiu'd  silver  and  gold,  English  halfpence  and  farthings,  may  pass  within  this 
government,"  and  according  to  the  rates  therein  mentioned,  with  interest, 
annually,  at  five  per  cent. 
Witness  my  hand,  A.  B.,  Treasurer. 

A.  B.,) 

C.  D.,  >  Committee. 

E.  F.,j 

[Sect.  2.]  And  the  treasurer,  in  issuing  said  receipts  or  obligations, 
and  the  committee  chosen  to  countersign  them,  shall  observe  and  be 
governed  by  the  rules  and  directions  given  thera  by  an  act  of  this 
province,  made  in  the  second  j^ear  of  his  majesty's  reign,  intituled 
''  An  Act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  twenty-five  thousand  pounds." 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds,  when 
received  into  the  treasury,  shall  be  applied  by  the  treasurer  for  the 
discharge  of  such  orders  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  drawn  on  him  by 
the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  council,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  follow- 
ing appropriations  ;  vizi^'^.,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  part  of 
the  aforesaid  sura  of  three  thousand  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  [the] 
payment  of  grants  made  or  to  be  made  by  this  court ;  and  the 
further  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  being  the  remaining  part  of 
the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the 
discharge  of  [of]  debts  owing  from  this  province  to  persons  who  have 
served  and  shall  serve  them,  by  order  of  this  court,  in  such  matters 
and  things  where  there  is  no  establishment  nor  any  certain  sum  as- 
signed for  that  purpose,  and  for  writing,  printing  and  paper  for  this 
court,  and  such  repaii's  of  the  court-house  and  lightliouses  as  shall 
be  made  or  that  have  been  made  by  order  of  the- general  assembly. 

And  as  a  fund  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  discharge  the  receipts  or 
obligations  that  he  shall  give  by  virtue  of  this  act,  — 

Be  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Si'X'T.  4.]  That  the  tax  that  may  be  laid  in  May  next,upon  the 
several  towns  to  reimburse  the  province  for  what  has  been  paid  out 
of  the  public  treasury,  to  the  persons  who  represented  them  in  the 
general  assembly  at  their  session[s]  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three,  and  in  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-four,  be  applied  by.  the  treasurer  for  that  purpose,  and 
no  other.     [Passed  March  8 ;  published  March  U,  1774. 
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OHAPTEE    29. 

AN  ACT  MAKING  FURTHER  PROVISION  FOR  REGULATING  THE  ALE- 
AVIVES  FISHERY  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  BRIDGWATER,  AND  FOR  RE- 
PEALING AN  ACT  MADE  IN  THE  ELEVENTH  YEAR  OF  HIS  PRESENT 
MAJESTY'S  REIGN,  INTITULED  "AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  THE 
ALEWIVE  FISHERY  IN  THE  TOWN   OF  BRIDGWATER."* 

Be  it  eyiacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  said  act,  made  in  the  eleventh  year  of   his  Preamble, 
present  majesty's  reign,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  regulating  the  alewive  l33°MaB.s!!^69."  ^* 
fishery  in  the  town  of  Bridgwater,"  be  repealed. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  town  of   Bridgwater  may,  at   any  meeting  The  priviictre  of 
called   for  that  purpose   during  the  continuance  of   this  act,  by  a  [o'belnuited  tTy 
committee  of  three  or  more  persons  chosen  by  the  town  for  the  pur-  the  town, 
pose,  farm  out  or  let  the  privilege  of  taking  and  disposing  the  fish,  in 
said  town,  called  alewives,  at  such  times  and  places  in  said  town  as 
the  selectmen  or  committee  for  taking  care  of  the  sluices  shall  deter- 
mine (if  not  otherwise  ascertained  by  the  town)  to  the  highest  bid- 
der ;  due  notice  being  publickly  given  of  the  time  and  place  for  sale. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  person  or  persons  purchasing  said  privilege,  Purchaserato 
shall  give  sufficient  security  to  the  treasurer  of   said  town,  for  the  fhewc^of^Ihc^ 
time  being,  for  the  pavment  of  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  said  town  of  Bridge- 

water  ■ 

privilege  shall  be  sold  for,  to  be  paid  at  such  time  or  times  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  ;  to  be  improved  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  town. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  conform —to  conform  to 
him-,  and  themselves  to  such  days  and  places  for  taking  [said]  [the']  as'shaiTbe'"""'* 
fish  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  selectmen  or  committee  aforesaid,  agreed  on. 
and  shall  take  said  fish  at  no  other  time  or  place,  under  the  same 
penalty  or  forfeiture  as,  in  a  subsequent  paragraph  in  this  law,  is  in- 
flicted on  persons  presuming  to  take  any  of  said  fish  in  the  town, 
other  than  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  ' 

[Sect.  5.]     That  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  not  ask  or  Penalty  for 
receive  of  any  person  applying  to  him  or  them  to  buy  said  fish,  any  pos^e^of^th'e  fish 
more  than  one  shilling  per  hundred,  and  so,  in  proportion,  for  a  greater  on  pertain 
or  less  number  ;  nor  refuse  or  deny  to  supply  any  person  or  persons 
with  fish,  when  it  is  in  their  power  (they  being  ready  to  pay  for  the 
same),  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  offence,  to  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  by  action  of  debt  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Plymouth :  one  moiety  thereof  to  him  that 
shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  to  and  for  the  use  of  said 
town. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  if  any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  purchaser  Penalty  on  any 
or  purchasers  aforesaid,  or  those  employed  by  them,  shall  presume  to  Lfdfi^hyot'her 
take  said  fish  at  any  time  or  place  in  said  town,  even  on  those  days  than  the  purcha. 
prefixed  for  the  purchasers  and  their  substitutes  to  take  them,  he  and  lege. 
they  shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine  of  forty  shillings  for  each  offence, 
to   be   recovered  by   action   of   debt,  before   any   of  his   majesty's 

*  The  engrossed  act  was  never  scaled 
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now  fines  are  to 
be  recovered 
and  disposed  of. 


Selectmen,  or 
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regulate  tlie 
opening  and 
shutting  the 
sluices. 


Continuation. 


courts  of  record  proper  to  try  the  same :  one  moiety  thereof  to  him 
that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other  to  and  for  defreying  the 
charges  of  said  town. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  selectmen  or  committee  aforesaid  shall  have 
power  to  order  and  cause  the  several  sluices  for  the  fish,  in  said  town, 
to  be  opened  whenever,  or  as  soon  as,  the  alewives  shall  ar[r]ive  at 
them,  and  to  order  them  shut  again  whenever  all  the  fish  have  passed 
up  the  rivers  to  cast  their  spawn ;  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

[Sect.  8.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  three  years, 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session [s]  of  the 
genei'al  court,  and  no  longer.  [^Passed  March  8  ;  published  March  9, 
1774. 


CHAPTER    30. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  NEAT  CATTLE,  HORSES,  SHEEP,  GOATS  AND 
SWINE  FROM  GOING  AT  LARGE  UPON  THE  ISLAND  OF  CHABEQUI- 
DICK  AT  CERTAIN  SEASONS  OF  THE  YEAR;  AND  FOR  PREVENTING 
OTHER  TRESPASSES  BEING  DONE  ON  ANY  OF  THE  INDIAN  LANDS 
ON  SAID  ISLAND,  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


Preamble. 


Neat  cattle,  &c., 
not  to  go  at 
large  on  the 
Indian  land 
between  the 
10th  day  of 
April  and  30th 
day  of  October, 
on  penalty. 


"Whereas  there  are  certain  lands  and  meadows  within  the  town- 
ship of  Edgartown,  in  the  county  of  Dukes  County,  on  the  island  of 
Chabequidick,  that  are  owned  by  the  Indian  inhabitants  of  said 
island ;  and  it  being  represented  to  this  court,  by  said  Indians,  that 
they  are  greatly  injured  by  reason  of  their  wood  being  cut  and  carried 
off  from  said  island,  for  market  or  otherwise,  by  some  of  the  Indian 
proprietors  thereof,  as  well  as  by  some  of  their  English  neighbours, 
and  also  by  neat  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  goats,  and  swine,  going  at 
large  on  said  island  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year ;  and  as  the  said 
Indians  are  unable  to  fence  their  fields,  by  reason  of  the  scarcity  of 
wood  on  said  island,  their  crops  of  corn  are  much  exposed  and 
many  times  are  almost  wholly  destroyed ;  for  remedy  whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That,  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  April  next,  no 
person  shall  presume  to  turn  or  drive  any  neat  cattle,  horses,  sheep, 
goats,  or  swine,  upon  any  part  of  the  Indian  lands  on  the  island  of 
Chabequidick,  in  order  to  feed  thereon,  or  suffer  them  to  go  at  Inrgo, 
there,  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  April,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of 
October,  annually,  on  the  penalty  of  ten  shillings  per  head  for  all  neat 
cattle  and  horses,  and  three  shillings  per  head  for  all  sheep,  goats,  or 
swine,  so  turned  on  ;  and  six  shillings  per  head  for  all  neat  cattle  and 
horses,  and  two  shillings  per  head  for  all  sheep,  goats,  or  swine,  that 
shall  be  found  going  at  large  on  said  island  within  said  limited  time : 
except  such  horses,  neat  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  and  swine  which  are  in 
fact  the  property  of  some  of  the  Indian  proprietors  of  said,  island, 
also  said  cattle  that  shall  be  actually  improved  for  plowing  their 
lands,  for  planting  and  sowing  the  same,  —  all  wJiich  last-mentioned 
creatures  are  allowed  to  go  at  large  on  said  island  from  the  thirtieth 
day  of  October  until  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  annually,  and  no 
longer,  under  the  same  penalties  as  is  by  this  act  already  provided. 
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» 

And  be  it  further  enacted., 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  presume  to  cut  for  Penalty  on 
sale,  or  carry  away  from  said  island,  any  manner  of  wood,  under-  cut^orcarV***" 
wood,  timber,  poles,  or  trees,  standing,  growing,  or  lying  upon  any  of  away  wood, 
the  Indian  lands  on  said  island,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  every  per-  from'^any  of  the 
son  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  unto  the  party  or  parties  injured  Indians'  lands. 
or  trespassed  upon,  —  or  to  the  use  of  the  Indian  proprietors,  inhabi- 
tants on  said  island,  or  to  their  lawful  guardians,  for  the  use  of  said 
Indians,  —  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  for  every  tree  of  one  foot  over, 
and  ten  shillings  for  every  tree  or  pole  under  that  bigness,   or  for 
other  wood,  or  underwood,  treble  the  value  thereof ;  to  be  recovered 
by  action  before  any  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  for  the 
county  aforesaid,  if  the  forfeiture  exceed  not  forty  shillings,  but  if 
above  that  sum,  then  before  the  court  of  common  pleas  within  said 
county :   and  if  any  person  shall  be  convicted  a  second  time  of  the 
like  offence,  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  the  same  the 
sum  of  twenty  shillings,  as  a  fine,  over  and  above  the    above-men- 
tioned forfeiture,  or  suffer  one  month's  imprisonment. 

And  be  U  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  guardians,  for  the  time  being,  that  may  be  Ouardiansto 
appointed  by  this  court,  from  time  to  time,  to  take  the  care  and  over-  act  be  duly  '* 
sight  of  said  Indians,  are  hereby  impowered  and  required  to  see  to  oi>8erved. 
the  due  observance  of  this  act,  at  the  charge  of  the  Indians,  proprie- 
tors of  said  island,  and  to  prosecute  all  breakers  of  the  same  ;  and 
all  forfeitures  arising  for  any  breach  of  this  act,  to  be  applied  to  and 
for  the  use  of  the  Indian  proprietors  inhabiting  on  said  island,  at  the 
direction  of  said  guardians. 

[Sect.  4.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  and  during  the  ContinuaUon. 
term  of  three  years,  and  no  longer.     \_Passed  and  published  March  9, 
1774. 


CHAPTER    31. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  STOW,  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  MIDDLESEX,  SO  OFTEN  AS  IT  SHALL  BETHOUGHT  NECESSARY 
FOR  THEM,  TO  RAISE  MONEY  FOR  THE  USE  OF  SAID  PROPRIE- 
TORS, AND  TO  TAX  AND  ASSES  [S]  THE  ORIGINAL  PROPRIETORS  OF 
SAID  TOWN  AND  THEIR  HEIRS,  IN  EQUAL  PROPORTION  TO  THEIR 
INTEREST  WHEN  THE  FIRST  LOTTS  WERE  DIVIDED  AND  DRAWN; 
AND  TO  ENABLE  THE  PRESENT  COLLECTOR  OF  SAID  PROPRIETORS 
TO  RAISE  MONIES  ALREADY  GRANTED  AND  ASSESSED  BY  AND  ON 
SAID    PROPRIETORS.* 

"Whereas  the  proprietors  of  Stow,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  Preamble, 
have  long  since  divided  almost  all  the  common  lands  formerly  belong- 
ing to  said  proprietors,  into  severalty;  a^id  ivhereas,  of  late,  a  dispute 
in  law  hath  arose,  whereby  it  is  become  necessary  for  the  proprietors 
of  Stow  aforesaid,  to  raise  money  and  assess  the  proprietors  of 
Stow, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

[Sect.  1.1     That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  proprietors  of  Proprietors  cm. 

^  — '  *^  ^  powered  to 

Stow  aforesaid,  at  any  meeting  of  said  proprietors  regularly  assem-  grant  money. 
•  The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed. 
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bled  for  that  purpose,  to  grant  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall, 
by  a  major  vote  of  the  said  proprietors  present  at  such  meeting,  be 
thought  necessary  for  the  use  of  said  proprietors ;  and  in  making 
the  assessment  for  any  sum  or  sums  granted  as  aforesaid,  the  same 
shall  be  assessed  on  such  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Stow,  then- 
and  each  of  their  heirs,  in  equal  proportion,  according  to  the  interest 
they  or  their  predecessors  had  at  the  time  of  the[i/']  first  division  of 
the  lotts  being  made  and  drawn  in  and  by  said  propriety ;  and  any 
such  tax  or  assessment  being  made  as  aforesaid,  and  committed  to 
the  collector  or  collectors  that  now  are  or  may  hereafter  be  chosen 
(they  having  duly  taken  the  oatlis  that  such  officers  are  required  by 
the  laws  of  this  province  to  take),  shall  have  full  power  to  levy  and 
collect  the  same,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  collectors  of 
any  town,  district,  or  parish  in  this  province  have  in  gathering  and 
collecting  town,  district,  or  parish  taxes  :  saving  onhj,  that  if  any  of 
the  said  original  proprietors,  or  their  heirs,  shall  have  conveyed  by 
deed  of  release,  his  or  their  share  in  said  propriety,  to  any  other  per- 
son or  persons,  such  proprietor's  proportion  of  such  assessment  shall 
be  assessed  on  the  present  owner  of  such  proprietor's  share  therein, 
who  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  the  same  to  the  collector  or  collectors  of 
said  proprietors,  who  are  hereby  impowered  and  required  to  collect 
the  same,  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted , 

[Sect.  2.]  That  John  Gates,  the  present  collector  of  the  said  pro- 
prietors of  Stow,  be  and  hereby  is  enabled  an,d  impowered  to  collect 
of  the  proprietors  of  Stow,  the  sum  of  fift}'  pounds,  granted  by  said 
proprietors  of  Stow  at  their  legal  meeting  in  the  month  of  April  last, 
for  defreying  expences  due  from  said  proprietors,  and  assessed  on  the 
said  proprietors  pursuant  to  their  order,  in  like  manner  as  is  herein- 
before directed :  provided,  said  grant  and  assessment  be  conformable 
to  the  rules  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

[Sect.  3.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of 
five  years,  from  the  tenth  of  March  next,  and  no  longer.  [^Passed 
March  5;  published  March  9,  1774. 


CHAPTEK    32. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  FOR  RENDERING  MORE  EFFECTUAL, 
AN  ACT  PASSED  IN  THE  SEVENTH  YEAR  OF  HIS  PRESENT  MAJES- 
TY'S REIGN,  INTIT[Cr]LED  "  AN  ACT  IN  AD[D]ITION  TO  SEVERAL  ACTS 
TO  PREVENT  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  SALMON  AND  OTHER  FISH  IN 
MERRIMACK  RIVER,  WITHIN  THIS  PROVINCE."* 


Preamble.  Whereas  many  pcrsons  who  live  out  of  this  province  frequently 

1766  67,chap.i3.  ggj^  ^^  rivcrs  and  streams  run[n]ing  into  Merrimack  River,  within  the 

town  of  Andover,  and  the  provision  already  made  for  the  recovering 

of  such  persons  the  penalties  inflicted   by  said   act[s]  being   found 

ineffectual, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council   and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  such  persons  as  shall  be  hereafter  chosen  by  the 
town  of  Andover,  at  their  annual  meeting  in  March,  as  by  law  im- 

•  The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed. 


Persons  chosen 
by  the  town  of 
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powered,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  see.  that  the  passage-ways  for  Andover  em- 
fish  are  open,  shall  be,  and  they  and  each  of  them  hereby  are,  im-  p^JIecuto^aii 
powered  and  enjoined,  to  apprehend  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  offenders, 
hereafter  catch  any  of  the  fish  that  pass  up  any  of  the  rivers  and 
streams  that  empty  into  Merrimack  River,  within  the  town  of  Andover, 
at  any  other  time  or  place  than  by  law  allowed,  and  to  command  suit- 
able aid  therein,  and  to  convey  him,  her,  or  them,  before  any  of  his 
majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Essex ;  and  such 
justice  is  hereby  impowered  to  cause  such  offender  or  offenders  to  find 
sufficient  sureties  for  their  appearance  at  the  then  next  court  of  gen- 
eral sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  same  county,  to  answer  for  then'  said 
offence,  and  [o][i]n  failure  of  finding  sureties  as  aforesaid,  to  com- 
mit him,  her,  or  them,  to  the  common  goal  for  the  county  aforesaid ; 
and  such  justice  is  also  required  to  cause  the  witnesses  against  such 
offending  persons,  to  recognize  for  their  appearance  to  give  evidence 
at  said  court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  any  person,  being  requu'ed  to  give  aid  as  by  Penalty  on  those 
this  act  is  provided,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  the  same,  and  be  thereof  ^giveaidTn"^* 
convicted  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  such,  person  so  refusing,  prosecuting. 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  ;  the  one  half  thereof 
to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  "same,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  poor  of  said  town  of  Andover. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  if  any  of  the  fish  called  alewives  shall  be  found  Fish  taken  con- 
newly  taken,  lying  or  being  near  to  any  place  at  any  time  by  law  pro-  forfeited.  '^^  ^"^ ' 
hibited  for  tak[e]ing  the  same,  such  fish,  and  the  cask  the  same  may 
be  found  in,  shall  be  forfeited  ;  and  such  officer  is  hereby  impowered 
and  required  to  s[ie][e/]ze  the  same,  and  make  sale  thereof,  and  the 
money  arising  by  such  sale,  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  said  town  of 
Andover,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  town  :  said  fines  and  forfeit- 
ures to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  or  presentment  of  the  grand 

jury- 

[Sect.  4.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  continuation. 
three  years  from  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  1774,  and  no  longer. 
\_Passed  March  8  ;  published  March  9,  1774. 


CHAPTER    33. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INTIT[C7]LED  "AN  ACT  TO  IM- 
POWER  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DARTMOUTH  TO  REG- 
ULATE THE  TAKING  OF  FISH  WITHIN  THE  HARBOURS  AND  COVES 
OF  SAID  TOWNSHIP  OF  DARTMOUTH."* 

"Whereas  the  act  intit[w]led  "  An  Act  to  impower  the  inhabitants  Preamble, 
of  the  town  of  Dartmouth  to  regulate  the  taking  of  fish  within  the  i^^o-^^' ''•"^p-^* 
harbours  and  coves  of  said  township  of  Dartmouth,"  made  in  the 
eleventh  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  is  near  expmng, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  Souse  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

That  the  aforesaid  act  be  continued,  with  all  and  every  article,  Continuation. 
clause,  matter,  and  thing  therein  contained,  and  shall  be  in  force 

*  The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed. 
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until  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-eight,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of 
the  general  court,  and  no  longer.  [Passed  March  8  ;  published  March 
9,  1V74. 


CHAPTER    34. 

AN  ACT  FOU  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INTlT[Cr]LED  "AN  ACT  FOR 
GRANTING  UNTO  HIS  MAJESTY  SEVERAL  RATES  AND  DUTIES  OF 
IMPOST  AND  TONNAGE   OF  SHIPPING."* 


Preamble. 
1770-71,  chap.  2. 


Contiuiiatiou. 


Whereas  the  act  intituled  "An  Act  for  granting  unto  his 
majesty  several  rates  and  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage  of  shipping," 
made  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  is  near  expir- 
ing, and  having  been  found  useful  and  beneficial, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 

That  the  act  aforesaid  be  continued,  with  all  and  every  article, 
clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  and  shall  be  in  force  until 
the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
and  no  longer.     [^Passed  March  8  ;  published  March  9,  1774. 


Notes.  —  There  were  but  two  sessions  of  the  General  Court  this  year,  and  both  were 
held  at  Boston.  The  first  session  was  prorogued  June  29th,  and  the  second,  March  9, 
1774.  All  the  public  acts  of  this  year  were  printed,  —  chapter  14,  separately.  The  en- 
grossments of  chapters  2,  3,  4,  7,  9,  10,  11,  14,  16,  18,  20,  24,  30,  and  of  the  private  act. 
Lave  not  been  preserved. 

The  title  of  the  private  act  is  as  follows  :  — 

"  An  Act  to  enable  Bunker  Spraj^ue  of  Maiden  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  to  take  the 
name  of  Ebenezer  Harnden."  —  \_Paased  June  29. 

All  of  the  engrossed  acts  of  the  second  session  that  are  preserved,  are  without  the  prov- 
ince seal ;  and,  as  the  extant  acts  of  the  next  year  are  similarly  defective,  it  is"  likely  that 
the  seal  was  not  applied  to  any  act  after  March,  1774. 

It  does  not  appear  at  what  date  the  acts  of  either  session  were  certified  for  transmission ; 
but  Gov.  Hutchinson's  letter  accompanying  his  remarks  on  the  acts  of  the  first  session  (it 
appears,  by  his  letter-book,  that  he  sent  duplicates,  on  the  thirteenth  of  September)  is 
dated  Aug.  7,  1773.  It  reached  the  Plantations  Office,  Sept.  21,  and  from  that  olfice  it 
was  received  by  the  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  waiting,  Sept.  23,  and,  togetlicr  with 
the  acts,  was  laid  before  the  Council,  Oct.  8.  On  the  same  day,  the  acts  wereordered  to 
1)0  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  where  they  were  received,  Oct.  11.  On  the  twenty-sixth, 
the  Board  referred  them  to  Mr.  Jackson,  for  his  opinion  thereon,  whose  report  on  all 
except  chapter  5,  bears  date,  Feb.  22,  1774,  and  his  report  on  chapter  5,  bears  date,  April 
13,  1774.  The  latter  report  was  read  and  considered,  by  the  Board,  April  21,  and  the 
former  report  was  read  at  the  Board,  Jan  26, 1775. 

Governor  Hutchinson's. letter  accompanying  the  acts  of  the  second  session  and  his  re- 
marks thereon,  is  dated  April  5,  1774.  It  reached  the  Board  of  Trade,  May  24,  and  was 
delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  waiting,  May  31.  The  next  day  it  was 
laid,  together  with  the  accompanj'ing  papers,  before  the  Council,  and  by  them  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  where  it  was  received  on  the  third  of  June.'  On  the  sixteenth,  the 
order  of  the  Council  referring  them,  was  i  cad,  and  the  acts  were  Ordered  to  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Jackson,  for  his  opinion,  &e.  Mr.  Jackson's  report,  which  is  dated  July  21,  was  received 
by  the  Board,  August  22,  but  seems  not  to  have  been  considered  until  Oct.  25,  when  that 
and  the  acts  were  read,  and  an  order  passed  that  the  draught  of  a  report  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  upon  these  acts,  be  prepared. 

As  no  further  proceedings  upon  tiiese  acts  have  been  discovered,  it  is  presumed  that 
they  were  sufi'ered  to  "  lie  by"  during  the  progress  of  more  important  and  exciting  events 
which  were  impending  in  Massachusetts  before  these  acts  had  reached  England,  a,nd 
which  actually  occurred  before  they  had  beeti  finally  acted  upon. 

The  following  c-ommunications  which  passed  between  the  Governor  and  the  House  of 
Representatives  show  flie  jealousy  with  which  the  Governor  had  come  to  regard  the  inno- 
vations attetniUcd  by  the  popular  party.  How  the  proposed  change  could  have  afFectcd 
the  relations  between  the  province  and  the  crown  is  not  obvious.  It  certainly  could  not 
have  formed  the  basis  of  a  claim  to  autonomy  or  independence.  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
equally  clear  that  the  Governor's  interpretation  of  his  instructions  not  to  assent  to  any 
bill  of  an  unusual  or  extraordinary  nature  was  strained  to  meet  this  case,  since  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  not  affected  by  the  formal  introduction  of  the  regal  style :  — 

•  The  engrossed  act  was  never  sealed. 
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"  June  28,  1773.  The  Secretary  has  laid  before  me  a  number  of  Engrossed  Bills,  In 
which  you  have  made  an  alteration  in  the  usual  form  of  inserting  the  year  of  the  King's 
Reign. 

I  am  not  only  averse  to  innovations,  unless  a  manifest  reason  can  be  given,  but  I  am 
also  restrained  by  my  Instructions  from  consenting  to  any  Bill  of  an  unusual  and  extraor- 
dinary nature  without  a  suspending  clause.  I  know  of  none  for  the  alteration  proposed 
and  must  desire  you  therefore  to  reconsider  this  matter,  and  to  cause  your  Bills  to  be  pre- 
pared in  a  form,  which  has  not  only  been  constantly  practiced  in  this  Government,  but  I 
have  reason  to  think,  in  most  parts  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions.  T.  Hutchinson 

M''.  Gorham  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  waited  on  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  following  Message  viz* — 
May  it  please  your  Excellency 

The  House  have  read  your  Message  just  now  laid  before  them,  and  cannot  but  wonder 
that  you  should  consider  the  Bills  that  have  passed  the  two  Houses  as  of  an  extraordinary 
nature,  merely  because  the  words  expressive  of  the  year  of  the  Kings  Reign  are  in  plain 
English  instead  of  the  Roman  Language  as  usual ;  or  that  your  Excellency  should  think 
yourself  restrained  by  an  Instruction  from  consenting  to  them. 

It  is  immaterial  to  the  House;  and  therefore  if  your  Excellency  thinks  proper  to  order 
the  Bills  to  be  laid  before  us,  we  will,  to  gratify  your  Excellency,  recede  from  that  which 
you  are  pleased  to  stile  an  innovation." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  95. 

"  June  29,  1773.  The  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  Governor,  laid  before  the  two  Houses 
the  several  Bills  that  had  been  passed  by  them  and  laid  before  his  Excellency ;  and  an 
amendment  in  each  of  them  was  agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  agreable  to  his  Excellency's 
Message  of  yesterday."  —  Ibid.,  p.  103. 

'*  It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  all  these  Laws  were  laid  befoi-e  me  with  the  date  of 
the  year  in  this  form.  In  the  thirteenth  year  of  King  George  the  third.  When  I  took 
notice  of  it  as  an  Innovation,  the  House  thought  it  immaterial  whether  Latin  words  were 
used  or  English  words  which  conveyed  the  same  ideas,  but  the  English  words  did  not 
convey  the  same  ideas  and  the  alteration  was  proposed  to  the  House  meerly  to  get  rid  of 
Magna;  Britann£B  or  any  words  which  imply  it  which  have  always  been  used.  The  House 
in  general  I  suppose  were  not  acquainted  with  the  design  of  the  Person  who  proposed  the 
alteration." —  Gov.  Hutchinsoii  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  7,  1773:  ^'  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.," 
vol.  82,  P.  p.,  16. 

"  In  the  Parchment  engrossed  Bills  to  each  Law  is  prefixed  the  Regal  Stile  and  the 
year  of  the  King's  reign.  For  many  years  it  has  been  the  Practice  of  the  Secretary's 
Office  to  send  home  the  printed  Bills  as  they  are  prepared  to  be  bound  up  in  the  Law 
book*  and  the  Stile  does  not  there  appear.  About  thirty  years  ago  the  Stile  always  was 
written  at  large  Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgii  Masnte  Britannise  Francias  &c  to  the  end  of  it. 
Meerly  to  save  trouble  in  writing  it  was  afterwards  abbreviated  and  after  Georgii  was 
added  &c  and  so  Secundeor  Tertii.  The  last  Session  before  this,  a  Member  of  the  House 
who  docs  nothing  without  design  moved  that  the  stile  might  be  altered  from  Latin  to 
English  and  accordingly  all  the  Laws  came  to  me  engrossed  with  this  stile  —  In  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  George  the  third.  I  refused  to  assent  to  any  unless  they  would  alter  the 
stile  and  make  it  as  formerly  Rather  than  lose  the  Bills  they  conformed.  This  Session 
they  sent  them  in  Latin  but  left  out  the  words  et  caetera.  The  design  was  so  evident  that 
I  inmicdiately  declined  my  assent  to  any  Bill  unless  it  conformed  to  the  King's  stile  as 
had  been  usual  and  I  am  of  opinion  it  is  best  they  should  be  held  to  express  the  Stile  at 
length  instead  of  substituting  &c  in  the  place  of  Magnae  Britannioe  Franciae  &  Hibernice." 
—  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5, 1774 :  ibid.,  P.  p.,  58. 

The  Governor  seems  not  to  have  noticed  that  when,  in  the  acts  of  the  first  session,  the 
English  words  were  replaced  by  the  Latin  formula,  one  act,  at  least  (chapter  12),  from 
which  "  etc."  was  omitted,  had  received  his  signature.  The  following  is  the  Governor's 
reference  to  the  subject,  as  historian :  — 

"  Mr.  Adams's  attention  to  the  cause  in  which  he  was  engaged  would  not  suffer  him  to 
neglect  even  small  circumstances,  which  could  be  made  subservient  to  it.  *  *  *  *  * 
*  *  The  year  of  the  king's  reign,  and  the  royal  style,  had  always  been  prefixed  to  the 
laws  of  the  province  in  latin,  as  they  are  to  acts  of  parliament;  and  in  this  style  the  royal 
authority  over  the  whole  dominions  is  expressed;  but  in  all  the  bills  prepared  in  the 
house  this  session,  the  prefix  was  altered  from  the  old  form  in  latin,  to  these  English 
words,  '  In  the  thirteenth  year  of  king  George  the  third.'  The  governor  informed  the 
house,  by  message,  that  he  would  not  consent  to  any  alteration  iu  the  style,  it  being  some- 
thing of  an  unusual  and  extraordinary  nature.  They,  thereupon,  desired  the  bills  again, 
to  restore  the  old  title;  but  gave  him  a  very  disingenuous  answer;  wondering  that  he 
should  consider  the  bills  as  of  an  '  extraordinary  nature,  merely  because  words  are  in  plain 
English  instead  of  the  Roman  language;'  and,  by  the  body  of  the  people,  his  refusal,  no 
doubt,  was  considered  to  proceed  from  mere  humour."  —  Hutcfdnson's  Hist,  of  Mass.  Bay, 
vol.  3  p.  413. 

Chap.  1.  "Nov.  19,  1770.  The  House  was  mov'd  that  a  Message  be  prepared  to  his 
Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  acquaint  him,  that  as  by  late  Advices  from  London, 
there  is  a  Prospect  of  War  with  Spain,  which  proliably  may  bring  on  a  general  War,  it  is 
the  Desire  of  this  House  that  his  Honor  would  please  to  fill  up  the  Vacancies  in  the  sev- 
eral Regiments  of  Militia  in  the  Province  with  proper  Officers,  and  direct  that  the  present 
Laws  for  regulating  the  same  be  duly  executed :  And  to  assure  his  Honor  that  the  House 
will  be  ready  to  join  with  him  in  enacting  such  further  Law  as  may  be  judged  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Capt.  Heath,  Mr.  Porter,  Capt.  Brown,  and  Mr. 
Dennie,  prepare  a  Message  to  his  Honor  accordingly,  and  report." — House  Journal,  p. 
169. 

"  Nov.  20, 1770.    Mr.  Samuel  Adams  from  the  Committee  appointed  Yesterday  to  pre- 


am  in  Hopes  ttiat  l  snaii  oe  aoie,  eariy  in  tne  ensuing  ouramer  lo  wgm  \n 
The  Ileputation,  which  a  Company  of  the  Train  under  the  Command  of 
:k,  in  Col.  Erving's  llegimcnt,  has  very  jnstly  acquired,  cncoiu-age  ifte  to 
ithcr  like  Companies  in  the  llegiments  near  the  Sea;  and  I  doubt  not  it  will, 
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pare  a  Message  to  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  relating  to  the  State  of  the  Militia 
of  the  Province,  reported. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Eeath,  Mr.  Ingersol  of  Great-Barrmgton, 
Mr.  Gardner  of  Cambridge,  Capt.  Mellen  and  Capt.  FuUer^he  a  Committee  to  present  the 
same  to  his  Honor,  viz. 

Mai/  it  please  your  Honor, 

The  House  of  Representatives  have  heretofore  view'd  with  Concern  the  deplorable  State 
of  the  Militia  of  this  Province.  But  have  hitherto  refrained  from  any  public  mention  of 
it  least  some  Misconstruction  should  be  put  upon  it. 

But  by  the  last  Advices  from  Great-Britain,  the  Nations  of  Europe  appear  to  be  upon 
the  Eve  of  a  general  War;  and  perhaps  America  may  ))e  the  Object  in  the  Eye  of  some  of 
those  Nations. 

And  when  some  of  the  Regiments  within  this  Province  are  destitute  of  Field-Officers, 
and  many  Companies  without  Captains  or  Subalterns,  the  Arms  of  the  Militia  we  fear 
are  deficient,  and  military  Discipline  too  much  neglected. 

Duty  to  his  Majesty,  and  a  Regard  to  our  own  Safety  constrain  us  to  Address  your 
Honor,  praying  that  you  would  be  pleased  (as  soon  as  may  be)  to  fill  up  the  Vacancies 
in  the  several  Regiments  (wherever  such  Vacancies  are)  with  such  Persons  ag  to  your 
Honor  shall  seem  meet :  And  that  your  Honor  would  be  pleased  to  use  your  Endeavours 
that  the  several  Officers  carefully  Discharge  the  Trust  reposed  in  them.  And  should  any 
Amendments  in,  or  Addition  to  the  Laws  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  this  Province  be 
thought  needful,  at  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court  the  House  of  Representatives 
will  chearfully  do  all  in  their  Power  towards  putting  the  MiUtia  on  a  respectable  Foot- 
ing."—  Ibid.,  p  Mil. 

Nothing  further  seems  to  have  been  done  with  regard  to  amending  the  militia  laws, 
until  Jan.  16,  1773,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regu- 
lating the  militia.  This  committee  reported  a  bill,  to  the  House,  Jan.  28,  which,  after 
several  amendments,  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  Feb.  10.  This  bill,  which^  is  now  lost, 
made  provision  for  supplying  the  militia  with  cannon  and  gun-houses,  but  it  failed  to 
receive  the  assent  of  the  Governor.  In  the  mean  time  a  message  was  sent  to  the  House 
and  acted  upon  as  follows :  — 

«'  Jan.  19,  1773.    A  Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  by  the  Secretar;^,  viz. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Hou'se  of  Representatives, 

I  have  almost  compleated  the  Settlement  of  the  several  Regiments  of  Militia  in  the 
Province,  and  am  in  Hopes  that  I  shall  be  able,  early  in  the  ensuing  Summer  to  begin  to 
review  them.    T'     "       -->--•--   — i-.-.u  .  r^  „«  ii,„  -r         „„.i„„  tu„  r<„™        a  ^* 

Major  Paddock 

form  several  other  like  Compani 

in  Time,  be  thought  proper  to  separate  such  Companies  from  theu-  respective  Regiments, 

and  to  form  one  intire  P^egiment  of  the  Train  of  Artillery. 

I  expected  to  be  able  to  furnish  several  of  these  Companies  out  of  the  Stoi-es  at  Castle- 
William,  but  the  Store-Keeper  upon  Examination  informs  me  that  all  the  Cannon  there, 
of  a  proper  Size  for  Field  Pieces  for  such  Companies,  are  defective  and  not  to  be  trusted 
to.  The  Officers  of  those  Companies  think  the  Expence  of  providing  them  greater  than  it 
is  reasonable  for  them  to  be  burthcued  with,  and  yet  it  is  inconsiderable  for  the  Province 
to  pay,  compared  with  the  Utility  of  such  an  Improvement  in  the  Militia.  I  therefore 
reconimend  to  you  to  take  this  Matter  into  your  Consideration,  and  to  make  such  Pro- 
vision as  it  shall  appear  to  you  that  his  Majesty's  Service  and  the  Interest  of  the  Province 
require.  T.  Hutchinson. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  this  Message  be  considered  at  Three  o'clock. 

*»«**»♦***» 

His  Excellency's  Message  of  this  Forenoon  was  read  according  to  Order,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  of 
the  Province." — Ibid.,  p.  166. 

Feb.  25,  1773.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Allen  and  Capt. 
Derby,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  the  Arms 
at  Castle-William." — Ibid.,p-  258. 

"  Mar.  4,  1773.  The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the  Province 
Arms  at  Castle-  IVilliam,  reported. 

Accepted,  and  Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  the  Captain  General  be  requested  to  give 
Order  that  such  Artillery-Companies  as  he  may  think  proper  to  raise,  be  furnished  with 
Fire- Arms  out  of  those  at  Castle  William;  and  that  Capt.  Heath,  Col.  Thaxter,  and  Mr. 
GorAawi,  prepare  a  Message  to  his  Excellency  for  that  Purpose,  and  report."— /6/rf., 
p.  285. 

"  Mar.  5,  1773.  The  Committee  appointed  Yesterday  to  prepare  a  Message  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  reported. 

Read  and  accepted.     Ordered,  that  Capt.  Heath,  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr.  Ellis,  Col.  Gilbert, 
and  Capt.  Greenleafe,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  with  the  same,  viz. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency , 

In  your  Message  of  the  19th  of  January,  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  the  Reputation  which  a  Company  of  the  Train  under  the 
Command  of  Major  Paddock,  in  Col.  Erving's  Regiment,  had  very  justly  acquired,  had 
encouraged  vour  "Excellency  to  form  several  other  like  Companies  in  the  Rogimonts  near 
the  Sea;  and  recommended  to  the  House  to  make  such  Provision  for  such  Companies, 
as  his  Majesty's  Service  and  the  Interest  of  the  Province  should  require.  In  Conse- 
quence of  your  Excellency's  Message,  the  two  Houses  passed  a  Bill  for  the  better  regu- 
lating of  the  Militia,  in  which  among  other  Things,  Provision  is  made  for  providing  such 
Companies  with  Cannon  ami  Gun  Houses;  which  Bill  the  House  cannot  but  (latter  ihem- 
Bclvcs,  will  obtain  your  Excellencv's  Assent.  The  House  still  disposed  to  promote  and 
encourage  a  Military  Spirit,  so  essential  to  his  Majesty's  Service  in  the  Safety  of  this 
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Province,  (being  apprehensive  that  the  uniforming  and  arming  of  such  Companies,  will  be 
attended  with  considerable  Expcncc  to  the  Privates)  talic  the  Liberty  to  Address  your 
Excellency,  and  to  desire  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  give  Order,  that  such  Artillery 
Companies,  as  your  Excellency  shall  think  fit  to  raise,  may  be  furnished  with  so  many  of 
the  Province  Arms,  on  Condition  that  the  Otticrrs  of  such  Companies  become  accountable 
that  said  Arms  shall  bo  kept  in  good  Order  at  all  Times,  and  to  rctui'n  them  when  called 
for  by  the  Captain  General.  *  *  *  *  *       _    *  *  * 

A  Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  by  the  Secretary,  viz. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

All  the  Military  Stores  under  my  Care  are  properly  the  King's  Stores  and  to  be  applied 
for  his  Service  in  the  Protection  and  Defence  of  the  Province  as  the  Captain  General 
shall  think  proper  or  as  his  Majesty  shall  think  tit  to  direct. 

I  have  not  in  mv  Possession  a  greater  Numljcr  of  Small  Arms  than  may  be  necessary 
for  His  Majesty's  Service  at  Castle  William.  Whilst  tlicy  are  there,  under  the  immediate 
Charge  of  the  Store-Keeper,  I  know  that  they  are  always  kept  in  good  Order  and  tit  for 
Service.  If  delivered  out  and  left  in  the  Hands  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  I  shall  be 
uncertain  what  Condition  they  ai-e  in.  For  these  Ileasons  I  must  decline  complying  with 
your  Desire.  T.  Hutcuinson."  —  Ibid.,  pp.  268  and  280. 

"  June  24,  1773.  Upon  a  Motion,  the  Question  was  put.  Whether  it  is  expedient  that 
tioelve  Field  Pieces  be  provided  for  the  Use  of  the  Militia  of  the  Province,  to  be  distributed 
as  the  Commander  in  Chief  shall  think  proper  1  And  pass'd  in  the  Affirmative.  Where- 
upon, Ordered,  That  Capt.  Heath  bring  m  a  Bill  for  that  Purpose." — Ibid., p.  82. 

"  An  Act  for  furnishing  the  Militia  of  this  Province  with  12.  brass  field  pieces. 

I  reconiincnded  to  the  Asseml)ly  to  make  this  Provision  but  did  not  intend  an  Act  for  the 
purpose  and  the  restraint  of  not  sending  them  out  of  the  Province  is  unnecessary  seeing 
the  Militia  to  whose  use  they  are  assigned  cannot  be  sent  out  without  the  consent  of  the 
General  Court."— Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Anq.  7,  1773:  "  Jl/nss.  Baij, 
B.  T ,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  16.    See,  also,  supplementary  note  on  p.  383,  post. 

Chap.  2.  June  1, 1773.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hancock  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
Explanation  of  an  Act  for  laying  out  a  new  Street  leading  from  Middle-Street  to  Fore*- 
Street  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Hancock  reported  a  Bill  accordingly,  which  was  read.    Whereugon,  Ordered,  That 
the  said  Bill  be  read  again  To-morrow  at  Nine  o'Clock." —  House  Journal,  p.  23. 
"  Boston  ss : 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  dwelling  in  the  Town  of  Boston  & 
the  Selectmen  of  said  Town  Jiine  17.  1773  — 

Whereas  a  considerable  number  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Boston  did  by  their  Petition  to  the  Justices  &  Selectmen  in  said  Town  set  forth  that  the 
greatest  part  of  the  Lands  from  Ann  Street  to  Middle  Street  where  by  the  Fire  which 
happened  in  Boston  on  the  3''.  Day  of  February  1767  became  desolate  &  vacant;  that 
Paddys  Alley  so  called  which  runs  through  those  Lands  tho',  very  narrow  was  from  its 
situation  extremely  beneficial  &  usefull  to  the  said  Inhabitants  &  "that  scarce  any  Street 
in  Town  was  more  improved  than  said  Alley  and  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
a  way  there :  The  Petitioners  therefore  prayed  that  a  commodious  Street  there  should  be 
laid  out  not  only  for  the  convenience  of  the  Town  but  also  that  such  of  the  Inhabitants  as 
were  burnt  out  might  be  encouraged  to  Re-build,  and  upon  consideration  of  the  Premisses 
said  Justices  and  Selectmen  on  the  sixteenth  Day  of  April  Anno  Doiiii;  1767.  laid  out  a 
new  Street  accordingly,  biit  the  same  as  then  laid  out  being  found  to  be  prejudicial  to 
numbers  of  Persons  &  inconvenient  for  the  publick,  before  a  Jury  was  appointed  to 
Assess  damages  &=. ;  upon  a  Representation  thereof  made  to  the  General  Court  at  their 
Session  in  January  last  said  Court  by  an  Act  then  passed  did  set  aside  &  disannul  what 
was  done  by  the  Justices  and  Selectmen  relative  to  tho  laying  out  of  said  new  Street  on 
the  sixteenth  Day  of  April  1767  and  by  said  Act  &  another  Act  passed  l)y  said  General 
Court  at  their  Session  in  May  last  did  give  power  to  the  Justices  in  said  Town  together 
with  the  Selectmen  or  a  major  part  of  each  assenting  thereto  to  state  &  lay  out  a  new  Street 
of  twenty  feet  in  wedth  from  Ann  Street  to  Middle  street  begingiug  at  Ann  Street  &  so 
running  up  Paddys  Alley  to  the  Brick  Wall  on  the  Easterly  end  of  M''.  Gedneys  Land  in 
said  Alley  and  no  further,  and  said  Justices  &  Selectmen  were  also  impowered  by  the  last 
of  said  Acts  to  lay  out  said  Street  of  a  greater  wedth  than  twenty  Feet  in  or  near  the 
middle  part  thereof  if  they  should  Judge  it  more  convenient 

Whereupon  We  Edmund  Quincy,  John  Hill,  Belcher  Noyes,  Arnold  Wells,  Joseph 
Gardner  John  Avery  John  Tudor  &  Samuel  Pemberton,  being  a  major  part  of  his  Maj- 
estys  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  aforesaid  dwelling  in  the  Town  of  Boston,  And 
we  John  Scollay,  John  Hancock,  Timothy  Newell,  &  Thomas  Marshall  being  a  major 
part  of  the  Selectmen  of  said  Town,  having  carefully  vicw'd  the  said  Alley  and  the  Lands 
made  desolate  &  vacant  by  said  Fire  &  duly  considered  of  the  Premisses  have  for  the  con- 
vcniency  and  accommodation  of  that  place  and  of  the  Inhabitants  aforesaid  pursuant  to 
the  povver  given  us  in  &  by  the  Acts  aforesaid  Stated  laid  out  and  Established  a  new 
Street  through  the  vacant  and  desolate  Lands  aforesaid  including  the  aforesaid  Alley  in 
manner  following  viz'  —  begining  at  the  North  Easterly  Corner  of  the  Brick  Tenement 
(or  Ell  so  called)  belonginglo  the  Heirs  or  Assigns  of  M".  Miriam  Tyler  deceased  front- 
ing on  said  Ann  Street  and  from  thence  running  on  Said  Street  to  the  North  East  Corner 
of  the  Brick  House  belonging  to  the  Heirs  or  Assigns  of  Cap'.  William  Fletcher  deceased 
measuring  on  said  Ann  Street  including  Paddys^Allcy  aforesaid  twenty  feet,  and  from 
said  Ann  Street  it  runs  towards  the  Westward  One  hundred  &  thirty -three  Feet  of  the 
wedth  of  twenty  Feet,  and  from  thence  it  widens  untill  it  comes  abreast  of  or  opposite  to 

*  Sic :  Ann  Street. 
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Cap'.  Robert  Balls  Gate  where  said  new  Street  is  twenty-three  feet  six  Inches  in  wedth, 
and  from  thence  on  said  opposite  side  it  runs  narrowing  till  it  conies  to  said  Gedneys 
Brick  Wall  where  it  ends  on  this  side  And  is  there  of  the  wedth  of  twenty  Feet,  and  then 
said  Street  is  but  fourteen  feet  wide  and  from  thence  continues  on  a  line  with  said  Ged- 
neys Dwelling-houses  &  Land,  somewhat  bevelling  till  it  comes  to  Middle  Street  where  it 
is  but  twelve  feet  wide ;  on  the  opposite  or  Southwesterly  side,  said  new  Street  runs  from 
Ann  Street  beginging  at  the  North  East  Corner  of  said  Fletchers  Brick  House  to  Middle 
Street  and  theLands  bounding  thereon  belonging  to  the  Heirs  or  Assigns  of  said  Williiun 
Fletcher  deceased,  Jonathan  Gushing  deceased  Cap*-.  Robert  Ball  theileirs  or  Assigns  of 
Robert  Henry  deceased,  Joseph  Sherburne  Esq.  Thomas  Emmons  Asa  Stodder,  John 
Briant  and  Joseph  Jackson,  when  it  comes  into  Middle  Street  And  we  have  laid  and  set 
off  the  aforesaid  Brick  Ell  or  Tenement  of  said  Tylers  and  all  the  lauds  of  every  Per- 
son whomsoever  included  &  fallen  within  the  Lines  aforesaid  into  the  same  new  Street,  to 
remain  and  continue  a  part  &  parcel  of  said  New  Street  forever  —  In  Witness  wheroif 
we  hereunto  set  our  hands  the  seventeenth  D.iy  of  June  Anno  Domini  1773  — 

JOIIX  SCOLLAY  EdM,  QUINCY 

John  Hancock  John  Hill 

TiMo.  Newell  Belcher  Noyes 

Tho.  Marshall  Arnold  Welles. 

Selectmen  of  Boston.  John  Avery 

Joseph  Gardner 
John  Tudor 
,  Sami-.  Pemberton 

Justices  of  the  pecice"  — 
Boston  Town-Files. 

"  Suffolk  ss.    To  Nathaniel  Ruggles  Esq'.  James  Mears,  Aaron  Davis  jun^.  Caleb  How- 
ard, Samuel  Sumner,  Nathaniel  Felton,  &  John  Greaton  jun^  all  of  Ilox- 
[Seal]        bury,  Ebenezer  Clap  &  Samuel  Topliff  of  Dorchester,  Elisha  Gardner, 
Thomas  Aspinwal  &  Eleazer  Baker,  all  of  Brookline,  and  all  in  the  County 
ofSutlblk—  Greeting  — 

[Seal]  Whereas  in  and  by  an  Act  made  and  passed  by  the  Great  and  General 

Court  or  Assembly  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  held  at  Boston  by  Adjourn- 
ment on  the  third  day  of  January  last.  It  was  Enacted,  that  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Justices  of  the  peace  in  the  Town  of  Boston,  together  with  the  Selectmen  (or  the  major 
part  of  Each  Assenting  thereto)  to  State  and  lay  out  a  Street  Way  or  passage  through  the 
Lands  in  said  Act  mentioned  twenty  feet  wide  from  Middle  street  so  called,  to  Ann  Street 
so  called,  in  said  Town  as  should  be  most  for  the  Convcniency  and  accommodation  of  the 
place  by  extending  enlarging,  streightning,  or  otherwise  altering  tho  Street  or  Lane  called 
Paddys  Alley  in  said  Act  mentioned:  And  that  where  any  particular  person  or  persons 
shall  have  their  Lands  or  Tenements  or  any  part  thereof  taken  away  or  lessen'd  thereby, 
A  Jury  of  twelve  men  shall  be  appointed  by  two  Justices  of  the  peace,  and  sworn  to  Ascer- 
tain the  Value  thereof,  to  Ije  paid  by  the  person  to  whoso  Land  the  same  shall  be  added, 
or  by  the  neighbourhood  or  Town  in  proportion  to  the  benefit  or  Conveniency  any  shall 
have  thereby,  according  to  their  best  Skill  and  understanding;  provided  nevertheless  that 
the  two  Justices  and  Jury  aforesaid  shall  not  be  lulmljitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston. 
And  whereas  in  and  by  one  other  Act  of  the  Great  &  General  Court  aforesaid  made  and 
pass'd  at  their  Sessions  in  May  last,  in  Addition  to  and  explanatory  of  tlie  afore  in  part 
recited  Act,  It  was  Enacted  that  said  Justices  &  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  or  a 
major  part  of  Each,  ])e  and  they  were  thereby  impowercd  and  directed,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  lay  out  said  Street  twenty  feet  in  wedth,  begining  at  Ann  Street,  and  so  runing  np 
Paddys  Allej''  to  the  Brick  wall  on  the  Eastermost  End  of  the  Land  of  George  Broughton 
Gedney  in  said  Alley,  and  no  further;  And  it  was  further  Enacted,  that  if  said  Justices 
and  Selectmen,  or  a  major  part  of  Each,  should  Judge  it  more  convenient  to  have  said 
Street  of  a  greater  wedth  than  twenty  feet  in  or  near  the  middle  part  of  it,  where  the 
Lands  are  vacant,  they  were  directed  and  impowercd  to  lay  out  the  same  accordingly,  the 
Act  aforesaid  notwithstanding,  and  that  in  all  other  Things  the  Justices  Selectmen,  Jury, 
and  al!  persons  interested  or  concerned  were  to  proceed  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
aforementioned  Act.  All  which  in  and  by  the  afore  in  part  recited  Acts,  (reference 
thereto  being  had)  will  more  fully  appear.  And  whereas  a  major  part  of  the  Justices, 
and  a  major  part  of  the  Selectmen,  in  the  Town  of  Boston  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  the 
aforesaid  last  mentioned  Act,  have  Stated  and  laid  out  a  Street  including  said  Alley  in 
manner  following  Viz',  beginning  at  the  North  East  Corner  of  the  Briclc_Tenement  (or 
Ell  so  called)  belonging  to  "the  heirs  or  assigns  of  M".  Miriam  Tyler  dc'^d,  fronting  on 
said  Ann  Street;  and  from  thence  riming  on  said  Ann  Street,  to  the  Northeast  Corner 
of  the  Brick  house  belonging  to  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  Cap'.  William  Fletcher  dc'^'^'d, 
measuring  on  said  Ann  Street  including  Paddys  Alley  aforesaid  twenty  feet,  and  from 
said  Ann  Street  it  runs  towards  tho  westward  one  hundred  &  thirty  three  feet,  of  the 
wedth  of  twenty  feet,  and  from  thence  it  widens  until  it  comes  abreast  of  or  opposite  to 
Cap'.  Robert  Balls  gate  where  said  new  Street  is  twenty  three  feet  six  inches  in  wedth, 
and  from  thence  on  said  opposite  side  it  runs  narrowing  till  it  comes  to  said  Gedneys 
brick  wall  where  it  ends  on  this  Side,  and  is  there  of  the  wedth  of  twenty  feet,  and  then 
said  Street  is  but  fourteen  feet  wide,  and  from  thence  continues  on  a  line  with  said  Ged- 
neys Dwelling  houses  and  Lands  somewhat  bevelling  till  it  comes  to  Middle  Street  where 
it  is  but  twelv'e  feet  wide ;  on  tlie  opposite  or  Southwesterly  side,  said  new  Street  runs 
from  Ann  Street  beginning  at  the  Northeast  Corner  of  said  Fletchers  Brick  Dwelling  house 
to  Middle  Street  and  the  Lands  bounding  thereon  belong  to  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  said 
William  Fletcher  dc«d  Jonathan  Gushing  de^^d,  Cap'.  Robert  Bali,  the  heirs  or  assigns 
of  Robert  Henry  deceas'd,  and  William  Jepson  deced,  Thomas  Emmons,  Asa  Stoddard, 
John  Briant,  &  Joseph  Jackson  when  it  enters  into  Middle  street,  said  Justices  and  Select- 
men also  laid  and  Sett  off  the  aforesaid  Brick  Ell  or  Tenement  of  said  Tylers,  and  all  the 
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Lands  of  every  person  whomsoever  included  within  the  Lines  aforesaid,  into  said  new 
Street;  to  remain  and  continue  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  same  forever  ;  as  by  the  Return 
made  by  the  Justices  dwelling  in  said  Town  of  Boston,  and  the  Selectmen  of  said  Town 
(reference  thereto  being  had)  will  fully  appear. 

Pursuant  therefore  to  the  Directions  of  the  Acts  aforesaid,  and  by  virtue  of  the  power 
therein  given  to  us,  Wo  the  Subscribers,  viz'.  Nathaniel  Hatch  of  Dorchester  and  Joseph 
Williams  of  Roxbury  —  two  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the 
.  County  of  Sutrolk,  do  hereby  appoint  you  the  said  Nathaniel  Ruggles  Foreman  James  Mcars, 
Aaron  Davis  Jun^.  Caleb  Howard,  Samuel  Sumner,  Nathaniel  Felton,  John  Greaton  Jun^ 
Ebenezer  Clap,  Samuel  Topliff,  Elisha  Gardner,  Thomas  Aspinvval  &  Eleazer  Baker 
a  Jury,  and  being  first  sworn,  yon  are  to  go  upon  and  view  the  Brick  Tenement 
Lands  and  premisses  that  are  taken  in,  and  added  unto  the  said  new  Street  as  stated  and 
laid  out  by  said  Justices  and  Selectmen  as  aforesaid,  and  to  whom  tiiey  belonged,  and 
you  are  then  to  Value  and  ascertain  the  Loss  and  Damages  that  any  person  or  persons 
their  heirs  or  assigns  do  suffer  or  sustain  by  having  their  Lands  or  Tenement  taken  away 
&  added  to  said  new  Street,  and  j'ou  are  to  determine  by  whom  such  Loss  and  Damages, 
(and  also  the  Costs  and  Charges  attending  the  Bnisncss  aforesaid)  shall  be  paid,  and  if 
you  shall  find  that  any  persons  in  the  neighbourhood  have  taken  in,  and  added  to  their 
Lands  any  part  of  said  Paddys  Alley,  or  you  shall  Judge  the  Town  of  Boston,  or  the  Es- 
tates of  any  persons  in  the  neighbourhood  of  said  new  Street  or  near  the  same  will  be  ben- 
efited thereby,  5-ou  are  to  assess  said  Town,  and  persons  or  their  Estates,  such  a  propor- 
tion of  said  Loss  Damages  and  Charges,  as  to  you  shall  seem  just,  according  to  your  best 
Skill  and  Understanding,  and  as  soon  as  you  have  compleated  the  same  you  are  to  make 
Return  hereof  with  your  doings  thereon  unto  Us,  or  one  of  us,  or  to  the  Selectmen  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  aforesaid  that  so  the  same  may  be  Enter'd  with  the  Records  of  said 
Town,  and  said  new  Street  known  for  a  publick  Street  or  Highway  forever.  Given  under 
our  hands  &  Seals  at  Dorchester  the  nineteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  His 
Majesty's  Reign,  Aunoq  Domi  1773.  Nathi.   Hatch 

Note,  The  parties  interested,  Jo?.  Williams 

or  concern'd,  are  to  be  present; 
if  they  see  cause. — 

Sutfolk  ss.  Roxbury  July  26;  1773.  The  aforenamed  Nathaniel  Ruggles,  James 
Mears,  Aaron  Davis  Jun'".  Caleb  Howard  Samuel  Sumner,  Nathaniel  Felton  John  Grea- 
ton Jun"".  Ebenezer  Clap  Samuel  Toplitf,  Elisha  Gardner,  Thomas  Aspinwal  &  Eleax-er 
Baker,  personally  appeared  &  made  Solemn  Oath  that  they  would  do  and  perform  all  the 
several  Matters  &  things  they  are  required  &  directed  to  do,  in  &  by  the  aforewritten  War- 
rant according  to  their  best  Skill  and  Understanding.  —  Before  me 

Jo«:  Williams,  Justice  Peace— 

We  the  Subscribers  a  Jury  appointed  in  &  by  the  aforewritten  Warrant  hereunto  annexted 
for  the  Purposes  therein  mentioned,  being  sworn  by  Joseph  Williams  Esq.  One  of  his 
Majestys  Justices  of  the  peace,  went  several  times  upqn  the  Brick  Tenement  L:inds  & 
premises  taken  away  &  added  to  the  New  Street  by  Paddeys  Alley  so  Called  in  Boston 
stated  &  laid  out  by  the  Justices  of  the  peace  &  Selectmen  of  said  Town  as  particulaily 
mentioned  in  said  warrant  &  having  notii'y'd  the  Proprietors  of  said  Lands  &  heard  them 
as  also  the  Selectmen  of  Boston  we  carefully  viewed  the  same,  and  find  that  the  Lands  & 
premisses  taken  from  several  persons  and  added  to  said  New  Street  are  as  follow  — 

V^.  A  large  Brick  Tenement  fronting  Easterly  upon  Ann  Street  measuring  thereon 
fourteen  feet  two  inches  with  a  Ccller  under  the  same,  and  from  said  Ann  Street  it  runs 
one  hundred  &  fifty  feet  Nine  inches  to  the  Westward,  of  tho'wedthof  fourteen  feet 
two  Inches  thorough  the  Lands  now  or  late  belonging  to  the  heirs  or  Assigns  ofM"'^. 
Miriam  Tyler  dec'd,  &  from  thence  said  New  Street  I'uns  thro'  the  Lands  of  William 
Scott  Sixty  Six  feet  in  length,  and  fourteen  feet  Six  inches  in  depth,  &  from  said  Scott  it 
runs  thro'  the  Lands  of  Jacob  -Emmons  fifteen  feet  in  length  and  Twenty  three  feet  Six 
inches  in  depth,  and  from  s''.  Emmons  land  it  rjins  thro'  the  Lands  of  William  Sinipkins 
twenty  feet  in  length  including  one  half  of  a  private  Alley  or  passage  way  that  lay  in 
Common  between  him  &  Joseph  Sbcrburn  Esq.  being,  as  t'issaid  their  property  &  twenty 
one  feet  four  inches  in  depth,  and  from  thence  it  runs  thro'  said  Sherburns  lands  includ- 
ing his  half  of  said  Alley  Twenty  two  feet  in  length  &  Twenty  One  fee  4  Inches  in  depth, 
and  from  thence  thro'  the  Lands  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  James  Dodge  dJcd  fourteen 
feet  six  inches  in  length  including  half  of  a  private  Alley  or  passageway  that  (as  tis 
said)  belongs  to  said  Dodges  Estate,  and  the  heirs  of  Rachel  Hobby  deed,  and  Six  feet 
in  depth  and  from  thence  it  runs  thro'  the  Lands  of  said  Rachel  Hobby  or  her  heirs 
twelve  feet  Six  inches  in  length  (including  half  of  said  Alley)  and  Six  feet  in  depth,  and 
then  said  New  Street  meets  with  the  Brick  wall  of  a  house  belonging  to  Geor^'C  Brough- 
ton  Gedney  where  it  Ends  of  the  Wedth  of  twenty  feet,  and  then  Said  Street  is  l)ut  Four- 
teen feet  in  wedth,  &  so  continues  on  a  line  on  this  Northeasterly  side  with  said  Gcdncy's 
Dwelling  houses  &  Lands  somewhat  bevelling  till  it  comes  and  enters  into  middle  Street 
where  it  is  but  Twelve  feet  wide;  on  the  opposet  or  Southwesterly  side,  said  New  Street 
runs  from  Ann  Street  to  Middle  Street,  &  the  Lands  bounded  thereon  belong  to  the  heirs 
of  M".  Margaret  Fletcher  dJcd  Margaret  Newman  Cap".  Robert  Ball  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Henry  deed  Joseph  Sherburn  Esq.  Thomas  Emmons,  Asa  Stoddard  John  Bryant 
&  Joseph  Jacksons  when  it  comes  to  Middle  Street;  or  be  the  Measures  of  any  of  the 
Lands  aforesaid  be  more,  or  be  they  less,  We  having  maturely  Considerd  of  all  the  Mat- 
ters and  things  we  were  direccd  to,  in  and  by  the  Warrcnt  aforesaid,  do  Report  our 
Determination  thereupon  as  follows  — 

V^  That  the  Heirs,  Assigns  or  Proprietor  of  the  Tenement  or  Ell  &  Lands  belonging  to 
the  Estate  of  M".  Miriam  Tyler  deed,  be  allowed  &  paid  Two  hundred  &  Thirty 
pounds  for  there  Loss  &  Damages  sustamed  by  taking  said  Ell  &  Lands  from  them  as  laid 
out  &  added  to  the  New  Street  Aforesaid  That  Wiiliam  Scott  be  Allow'd  Twenty  Five 
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pounds  for  his  Loss  &  Damages  in  taking  from  him  Lands  that  is  laid  out  in  the  New 

Street  as  Aforesaid  — 

Tluit  Jacob  Emuions  be  Allow'd  Thirty  Five  pounds  for  his  Loss  and  Damages  in  talc- 
ing from  him  Lands  that  is  laid  out  in  the  New  Street  Aforesaid  — 

That  AYilliam  Shnpluns  be  Allow'd  Five  pounds  for  his  Loss  and  Damages  in  taking 
from  him  Lands  that  is  laid  out  in  the  New  Street  Aforesaid  — 

That  Joseph  Sherburn  Esq.  be  Allow'd  Seven  pounds  for  his  loss  and  Damages  in 
taking  from  him  Lands  that  is  laid  out  in  the  New  Street  Aforesaid  — 

That  the  heirs  of  James  Dodge  be  Allow'd  Three  pounds  for  their  Loss  &  Damages 
in  taking  from  them  Lands  that'is  Laid  out  in  the  New  Street  Aforesaid  That  the  heirs 
of  Rachel  Hobby  be  Allow'd  Two  pounds  for  their  Loss  &  Damages  in  taking  from 
them  Lands  that  is  laid  out  in  the  New  Street  Aforesaid  — 

That  Sixteen  pounds  Ten  shillings  be  allowed  the  Justices  &  Jury  for  their  Time 
Trouble  &  Expences  on  the  Business  Assign'd  them  And  we  further  Report  that  George 
Broughton  Gedney  be  &  hereby  is  Assessed,  the  Sum  of  Three  pounds  Meriams  heirs 
One  pound  Joseph  Jackson  Three  pounds  John  Bryant  Two  pounds  Asa  Stoddard  Four 
pounds  Thomas  Eminons  Five  pounds  The  heirs  of  Robert  Henry  dec'd  Three  pounds 
Robert  Ball  Eighty  pound  for  Priveledge  &  Land  taken  in  Belonging  to  Paddys  Alley 
M".  Newman  Twenty  Five  pounds  The  heirs  of  the  Widow  Fletcher  died  Twenty  pounds 
for  their  Priveledge  being  better  for  Tlio  New  Street.  — 

And  we  further  say  tliat  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  Seventy  Seven  pounds  Ten  Shillings 
Be  paid  by  the  Town  of  Boston  Making  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  Three  hundred  &  Twenty 
three  pounds  Ten  shillings  &  shall  be  in  full  (when  paid)  of  Loss  Damages  Cost  & 
Charges  &°.  Attending  the  Business  Aforesaid  And  we  further  Report  &  Determine  that 
the  Aforesaid  Brick  Tenement  (or  Ell)  belonging  to  the  heirs  or  Assigns  of  said  Miriam 
Tyler  shall  be  pulled  down,  and  the  Celler  filled  up,  and  the  Fences  included  in  said  New 
Street  be  removed,  at  the  Cost  &  Charge  of  the  Proprietor  of  said  premisses,  withm  Sixty 
days  &  that  the  several  Sum  &  Sums  of  Money  Assessed  on  the  persons  aforenamed  bo 
paid  &  the  Woork  dun  in  Forty  Days  from  the  Date  hereof  &  we  hereby  Assess  them  & 
Their  Estates  for  payment  of  the  Same  accordingly. — 

And  further  we  do  Allow  &  Assign  unto  the  proprietor  of  said  Miriam  Tylers  Estate 
All  the  Bricks  Windows  &  Materials  of  or  belonging  to  said  Brick  Tenement  or  Ell,  for 
their  Use  &  Benefit  Witness  our  hands  this  Third  Day  of  August  One  Thousand  seven 
Hundred  &  Seventy  Three  — 

TNath^  Ruggles 
James  Meaes 
Aaron  Davis  Jun 
Caleb  Hayward 
Sam^  Sumner 

NATHt-L  FeLTON 

John  Greaton  junb 
Ebenezer  Clap 
Sam";  TorLiFF 
Elisha  Gardner 
Tho?  Aspinwall  Jn"; 
^  Eleazer  Baker."  —  Ibid. 
"  Apr.  8,  1774.    The  Town   Clerk  having  laid  before  the  Town,  the  Doings  of  his 
Majesty's  Justices,  &  the  Gentlemen  the  Selectmen  of  Boston,  together  with  the  Return 
of  the  Jury  appointed  to  make  Assessments  &c  relative  to  the  new  Street  in   Paddy's 
Alley  —  Voted,  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  record  the  sanie  in  the  Town  Book  of  Record 
—  Mem",  all  on  File. —  Records  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  vol.  5,  p.  oOl. 

"An  Act  confined  to  the  Town  of  Boston  and  for  the  convenience  of  the  Inhabitants." — 
Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  7,  1773 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  16. 

Chap.  3.  "  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq""  Captain  General  Governor  & 
Commander  in  Chief  in  &  Over  his  majestys  Province  of  the  massachnsetts  Bay  &c  The 
Honourable  His  m;ijestys  Councele:  &  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Assembly 
Convened  — 

The  Subscribers  Humbly  Shew  —  that  your  Petitioners  Purchased  from  the  Heirs  of 
Brigadeer  Waldo  A  tract  of  Land  Near  Six  miles  Square  Situate  on  the  Westerly  Side  of 
Penobscot  Bay  Bounded— Begming  at  the  Westerly  Bounds  of  the  township  of  Frankfort 
from  thence  Westerly  Rotmd  the  Harbour  Called  Passagecsewokey  to  Little  River  from 
thence  up  Said  River  as  far  as  Salt  Water  flows  then  Crossing  Said  River  to  A  Black 
Burch  tree  Computed  to  be  thirty  Seven  Chains  from  thence  South  Sixty  Eight  Degrees 
west  two  Hundred:  &  twenty  three  Chains  to  A  Burch  tree  from  thence  North  twenty  two 
Degrees  West  three  Hundred  &  Seventy  two  Chains  to  A  rock  maple  tree  one  rod  west- 
erly from  a  quarey  of  Stones  from  thence  North  Sixty  Eiijht  Degrees  East  Six  hundred  & 
two  Chains  to  the  westerly  Line  of  Said  Frankfort  from  thence  .Souih  thirty  Seven  Chains 
to  the  Largest  of  Flalfway  Creek  Ponds  from  thence  Down  Said  Creek  to  the  Bounds  first 
mentioned  and  Whereas  the  Vendors  Could  not  Convey  jurisdicktiou  the  Vendees  liave  no 
Legal  Power  to  Vote  assess  or  Levey  taxes  for  any  Pnblick  use  &  many  of  the  Vendees 
being  Now  Settled  on  the  Premisses  &  Saircely  able  in  Point  of  Circumstances  to  Perform 
their  own  Settlements  Suffer  Greatly  Being  Destitute  of  the  Gospcll  Schools  mills  Bridges 
&e  and  Whereas  the  Vendors  Did  pot  Oblige  the  Vendees  to  Settle  the  Premisses  Sundry 
of  them  are  non  Residents  and  Should  the  Premisses  Ije  Incorporated  in  Common  form 
the  Poor  Residents  must  Suffer  all  the  inconveniences  of  Being  the  first  Settlers  &  pay  all 
the  taxes  for  the  Publick  uses  Aforesaid  :  and  the  non  Residents  have  the  advantage  of 
Lumljer  from  their  Lands  &  the  Value  of  Lands  increasing  Every  Day  at  the  Expcnce  & 
By  the  Labour  of  the  Residents  — 

Therefore  you  Petitioners  Humbly  Pray  your  Excellency  &  Honours  to  Incorprato 
the  Premisses  into  A  township  by  the  Name  of  Belfast  &  Grant  them  all  the  Privileges  & 
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Invest  them  with  all  the  Legal  Authority  Necessary  to  Enable  the  Said  Purchasers  to 
Hold  Legal  meetings  &  to  Chuse  all  Necessary  olticcrs  the  Vots  to  he  Numbrcd  According 
to  the  Interest  of  Each  Purchaser  Present  at  Said  meetings  to  Vote  assess  &  Levey  taxes 
from  time  to  time  to  Expedite  Said  Settlement  from  all  the  Purchasers  of  Said  Premisses 
Whither  Resident  or  non  Resident  according  to  their  Intrast  in  Said  Premisses  Numbring 
as  afores?  and  in  Case  any  Purchaser  Neglector  Refuse  to  Pay  any  tax  Voted  as  afores^ 
for  the  Space  of  Sixty  Days  Next  after  the  Day  Said  Vote  was  Recorded  A  Com- 
mittee Chosen  as  afores<i  be  Impowcred  to  Sell  at  Publick  Vendue:  giving  thirty 
Days  Notice  Before  Said  Sale  as  much  of  Said  Purchasers  Land  as  will  Pay  Said  tax  or 
taxes  &  all  Incidcntcl  Charges  —  Returning  the  overpluch  if  any  to  the  Purchaser  Every 
meeting  to  be  Notified  by  the  Clarlc  of  Said  town  in  the  most  Publick  Place  in  Said 
Belfast  fifteen  Days  before  Said  meeting  giving  an  Explict  account  in  writing  under 
his  hand  of  time  &  Place  &  of  what  to  be  acted  at  Said  meeting  &  that  whatsoever  tax  the 
Residents  are  obliged  to  Pay  be  assessd  &  Levied  in  manner  as  afores"?  for  teen  years  Next 
after  the  Date  of  Said  Incorporation  &  after  that  Period  to  be  assessed  Levied  and  Paid 
as  other  towns  assess  &  Pay  their  taxes  —  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  —  Will 
Ever  Pray  &"  — 

James  JMii^lek  William  Patterson  ii^  David  Hemphill 

William  Petterson  William  McGlechlan  John  Durham  Juneb 

Nathaniel  Patterson       Robt  Patterson  John  Barnet 

John  Oilman  John  Stel  Joseph  morrison 

James  Patterson  Samuel  morrison  Alex^  Wilson 

John  Mitchel  Mo^  Barnett  Samuel  Marsh 

John  Tufft  John  Brown  Joseph  Gragg 

John  Durham  John  Moor  John  Tufft 

John  Davidson  SamI'I-  Houston  Alexander  Little 

Richard  Stimson  Samli-  Houston  Jur  John  Cochran 

Ephraim  Stimson  James  Macgregore  Jun^*         James  Gilmorb 

David  Gilman," — Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  118,  j9.  726. 

"  June  8,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Ephraim  Stimsoti  and  others,  Inhabitant  of  Lands  on  the 
West  Side  of  Penobscot  River,  praying  to  be  erected  into  a  Township. 

Read  and  committed  to  Capt.  McCobb,  Mr.  Bayley  and  Dr.  Bolton." —  House  Journal, 
p.  35. 

"  June  11,  1773.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  Place  called 
Belfast,  reported  That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  In  a  Bill.  Accepted."  —  Ibid., 
p.  46. 

"  To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Gage  Esq'",  Cap*,  genneral  Governor  &  Commander  in 
chief  in  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  of  The  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England  and 
To  the  Honnourable  y"  Council  and  house  of  Representatives  Conveen'',  at  Boston  — 

Whereas  a  Certain'Numbcr  of  People  Purchased  a  Certain  Tract  of  Land  of  the  Hicrs 
of  Brigadier  Waldow  Said  Land  Lying  on  the  AVesterly  Side  of  Penobscut  Bay  and  is 
Incorporated  into  a  Town  By  the  Name  Of  Belfixst  and  Whereas  S'.'  Purchasers  Entered 
into  an  Obbligatory  Bond  To  make  an  Immediate  Settlement  Upon  the  said  Land  and  s4 
Bond  Not  Being  Authentick  the  one  half  of  said  Purchasers  Declines  Settlement  Which 
renders  us  the  Inhabitants  unabl6  To  Carry  on  In  the  Form  of  a  Town.  Being  Neither  in 
a  Capacity  To  maintain  a  gosnel  Minister  To  Build  a  Meetinghouse  To  have  the  Priveledge 
of  Schools  Neither  to  Repair  roads  and  to  Build  Bridges  &c—  And  Therefore  we  think 
Our  Circumstances  in  a  Worse  Condition  than  they  were  Before  our  Incorporation :  and 
Whereas  a  Party  of  The  Nonresideiitcrs  Insisted  Upon  the  Incorporation  of  Said  Town 
and  wanted  us  the  Inhabitants  to  Sign  with  Them  which  we  Refused  to  Do  untill  they 
Came  to  an  Aggreement  to  have  the' Land  Taxed  which  they  Assented  too  and  then  We 
the  Inhabitants  Signed  with  Them.—  And  Now  we  are  Incorporated  in  the  Common  Form 
Which  Renders  it  Disaggreeable  to  the  Inhabitants  and  Contrary  to  the  Prayer  of  our 
former  petition  Which  gives  us  Reason  to  Think  that  Our  Circumstances  and  Abbilities 
Relateing  to  the  Settlement  of  the  plac  Was  Not  Rightly  Rcp.resented  — Therefore  We 
your  Humble  Petitioners  Begs  that  your  Excellency  &  Honnours  Would  Be  pleased  to 
Considdcrthe  Difflcultiesof  our  Caseat  present  — and  Further  Begs  if  it  might  please  your 
Excellency  &  Honnours  for  to  pass  an  Act  For  to  Tax  all  the  Un  Settled  Lands  in  Said 
Town  and  To  Invest  us  Who  are  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Town  with  Full  Power  and 
Authoritie  To  Sell  as  much  of  the  Delinquents  Land  at  Publick  Vendue  as  shall  Pay  Thier 
Taxes  In  Equal  proportion  to  Defray  all  Necesary  Charges  from  Time  to  time  —And  if 
yoiu-  Excellency  &  Honnours  Would  Think  it  Proper  to  Lay  a  Tax  upon  the  Land  By 
the  Acre  we  have  thought  that  Twopence  p""  Acre  Lawfull  is  as  Little  as  we  Think  will 
Do  yearly  For  some  Term  of  vcars  or  as  Long  as  your  Honnours  Woul-J  Think  Proper  — 
And  we  Who  are  your  Hunible  Petitioners  Who  are  in  Duty  Bound  Will  Ever  Pray— 
Belfast  May  y«.  16"i  1774 

James  Gilmore  James  Patterson  Willlam  Patterson 

John  Tufft  Benjn  Nesmith  David  Glimor 

David  Hemphill  James  Murray  John  Davidson 

John  Tufft  James  miller  SamJ-i-  Houston 

John  Brown  Tolford  Durham  Alex»b  Clark 

John  Barnet  John  Durham  William  Petterson 

William  Nicklt  Nathaniel  Patterson 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  11"'  1774  Resolved  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the 
Propriators  of  the  Lands  in  the  Town  of  Belfast  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  By  Inserting 
the  Substance  thereof  in  Two  of  the  Boston  News  papers  Three  weeks  Successively  and 
also  by  Serveing  the  Clerk  of  said  Proprlaty  with  a  Copy  ois'^  Petition  &  this  order  forty 
Days  before  the  Next  Siting  of  the  (General  Court,  that  they  shew  Cause,  (if  any  they 
have)  on  the  Second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Sitting  thereof  why  the  Prayer  thereof 
should  not  be  granted    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  T  Gushing  Spk' 
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In  Council  June  W^  1774 — Read  and  ConcurreJ^ — 

Jno    Cotton  D.  Secry."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  118,  p.  821. 
"A  new  Town  East  of  Kennebeck  in  common  foi'm."  —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  Aug.  7,  1773 :    "  Mass.  Baij,  B.T.,"  vol.  82,  Pp.,  16. 

Chap.  4.  "  June  5,  1773.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  Place  called  Broad-Bai/, 
praying  to  be  incorporated  into  a  To^n. 

l^ead  and  committed  to  Mr.  McCobb,  Col.  Worthington&nii  Mr.  Bigelow."  —  House  Jour- 
nal, p.  32. 

"  June  11,  1773.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Broad-Bay, 
reported. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  B\\\."  —  Ibid.,  p.  45. 

"  For  incorporating  a  Plantation  East  of  the  River  Kennebeck." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  7,  1773  :    "  Mass.  Bay,  B.T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  16. 

Chap.  5.  "  To  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  hon^*  his  Majesty's  Council,  &  the 
honi"'".  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  General 
Court  assembled  —  the  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  Marblehead,  &  who  are 
or  have  been  Masters  of  Ships  or  other  Vessels,  —  humbly  sheweth 

That  they  are  desirous  of  forming  a  Marine  Society  for  the  Purpose  of  improving  the 
Knowledge  of  this  Coast,  &  of  Navigation  in  General,  by  the  several  Members  communl 
eating  their  Observations  about  tlieni  in  Writing,  to  be  lodged  with  the  Society;  and  also 
to  relieve  one  another  &  their  Families  in  Poverty  or  other  adverse  Accidents  of  Life,  to 
which  they  are  peculiarly  liable ;  for  which  End  they  propose  to  raise  a  common  Stock ; 
&  knowing  that  these  Designs  cannot  effectually  be  carried  into  Execution  without  an  In 
corpoi'ation :  Your  Petitioners  humbly  request  j'our  Excellency  &  Honours  to  incorporate 
&  make  them  a  Body  Politic  for  the  Purposes  aforesaid,  by  the  Name  of  the  Marine 
Society  at  Marblehead  in  New-England ;  and  to  grant  that  they,  their  Associates  &  Suc- 
essors  may  have  perpetual  Succession  l)y  said  Name,  &  have  a  Power  of  making  By- 
Laws  for  the  Preservation  &  Advancement  of  said  Body,  with  Penalties,  either  of  Dis- 
franchisement from  said  Society,  or  i)ecuniary,  or  without  Penalties,  as  shall  seem 
best,  &  have  Leave  to  appoint  their  common  Seal,  &  be  liable  to  be  sued,  &  enabled  to 
sue,  &  make  Purchases,  &  take  Donations  of  Real  &  personal  Estates  for  the  Purposes 
aforesaid,  &  to  manage  &  dispose  said  Estate  as  shall  seem  fit,  &  to  chuse  a  Master, 
Treasurer,  Clerk,  &  other  Ofiaccrs  they  shall  think  proper;  &  have  &  exercise  such  other 
Powers  as  your  Excellency  &  Honours  shall  deem  necessary  &  beneficial  for  said 
Society.  And,  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray  &c. 
Marblehead  April  12  1773.  — 

Jonathan  Glover  Richard  Hinkley  William  Coles 

Sam  Hooper  Wm  Andrews  John  Collyer 

Samuel  Pote  George  Kapall  John  Russell 

Edw"   Fettyplace  Samuel  Green  Tiios  Collyer 

Henry  Florance  Michal  Merricks  Joseph  Northet 

Richard  Stacey  Nathaniel  Leech  Nicholas  Bartlett 

Joseph  Skillin  George  Gordon  Will'^  Singelar 

Joseph  Busier  David  Lee  Hugh  Hill 

John  Stevens  Edward  Fettyplace  Jur         Edward  Boaven 

Jeremiah   Balester        John  Lee,  John  Hooper 

John  Burnam  John  Tittle  Jno  Crush 

Benjamin  Boden  Amos  Grandt  Joseph  Homan 

Alexk  Ross  Peter  Feni-   Jones  Rich''  Doliber."  — 

Mass.  Archives,  vol.  66,  p.  525. 

"May  28,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Jonathan  Glover,  and  others,  of  Marblehead,  praying  to 
be  incorporated  by  the  Name  of,  The  Marine  Society  in  Marblehead  in  New-England. 
Read  and  Ordered,  That  the  Prayer  be  granted;  and  that  Mr.  Gerry  and  Col.  O me  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  Purpose."  —  House  Journal,  p.  16. 

"  For  incorporating  a  Marine  Society  at  Marblehead  Two  Acts  of  the  same  Tenour 
have  been  allowed  by  the  King." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug,  7,  1773  : 
"Mass.  Bay,  B.T.,"vol.  82,  Pip.,  16. 

"In  obedience  to  your  Lordships  commands  signified  to  me  by  M""  Pownall  I  have 
perused  and  considered  an  Act  passed  by  the  Governor  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  June  1773  intitlcd 

'  An  Act  to  incorporate  Jonathan  Glover  and  others  therein  named,  into  a  Society  by  the 
Name  of  the  Marine  Society  at  Marblehead  in  the  County  of  Essex  and  the  Province  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England.' 

And  am  of  Opinion  that  the  same  is  proper  in  Point  of  Law." —  Report  of  H.  Jackson, 
Apr.  13,  1774:  ibid..  P.p.,  46. 

"Their  Lordships  also  read  and  considered  two  reports  of  M'.  Jackson,  one  upon  a  Law 
of  the  Province  of  Massachusets  Bay  for  incorporating  a  Marine  Society,  the  other  upon 
a  General  Question,  whether  the  General  Court  of  that  Province  was  authorized  under 
the  Charter  to  incorporate*."  —  Journal  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Apr.  21,  1774:  vol.  82, 
p.  43. 

Chap.  6.  "  Jan.  12,  1773.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Northjield, 
praying  for  a  Grant  of  a  Tract  of  Land  mentioned  therein  ;  and  that  certain  Lands  also 
mentioned,  in  said  Petition,  with  the  Inhabitants  may  be  annexed  to  the  Town. 

Read  together  with  the  Petition  of  the  Inliabitants  and  Proprietors  of  said  Lands,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Fisher,  Col.  Thaxter,  and  Col.  Boioers."  —  House  Journal,  p.  150. 

*  See  this  report,  in  the  note  to  1771-72,  chap.  21,  p.  191,  ante. 
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"  Jan.  15,  1773.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Seth  Field,  Agent  for  the  Town  of 
Northfield,  reported. 

And  thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  certain 
Purposes  mentioned  in  the  Petition." —  Ibid.,  p.  158. 

"  June  21,  1773.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  A''or<A^e?d, reported ;  and  thereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Purpose  of  the  Peti- 
tion." —  Ibid.,  p.  70. 

Relates  to  a  Township  on  the  borders  of  New  York,  New  Hampshire." —  Gov.  Hutch- 
inson to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  7,  1773 :      "  Mass.  Bay,  B.T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  16. 

Chap.  7.    "  Province  of  the  }     To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esquire  Captain 

Massa  Bay     J  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Province  aforesaid  — 

The  Hon^e  his  Majesty's  Council  and  Hon^'a  House  of 

Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  at  Boston 

June  1773  — 

The  ]\remorial  of  John  Kirtland  of  Murrayfield  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  as  Agent 
for  and  in  behalf  of  such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Murrayfield  as  Live  in  the  Easterly 
part  thereof —  Humbly  Shews 

That  in  the  year  1762  this  Great  and  General  Court  Sold  at  Publick  Vendue  to  the 
Hon^e  John  Chandler  Esqi^  &  others  all  the  Lands  in  said  Murrayfield  (Excepting 
what  was  before  granted  out  to  particular  Persons)  for  a  certain  Price  and  on  certain  Con- 
ditions of  Settlement  as  by  the  Records  of  this  Hon^^'^  Court  appears,  That  thei'e  was  then 
about  Seven  Thousand  five  hundred  Acres  part  of  the  said  Township  granted  out  to  par- 
ticular Persons  all  lying  Eastward  of  a  large  mountain  called  Moose  Hill  that  runs 
North  and  South  through  the  said  Township.  That  the  said  Col°.  Chandler  &  others  the 
Purchasers  of  the  Unappropriated  Lands  there,  had  on  their  said  Lands  (under  Contracts 
of  performing  Sellers  Duties  there)  about  forty  persons,  all  of  which  excepting  one,  were 
West  of  the  line  that  the  said  Purchasers  made  the  divisional  line  of  said  Town. — That 
in  the  year  1765  on  the  application  of  the  said  Purchasers  of  said  Unappropriated  Lands 
to  this  Honourable  Court,  and  not  of  the  Inhabitants  or  any  of  them,  the  said  Lands  in- 
cluding said  Grants  &  the  Inhabitants  thereon  were  Incorporated  &  Erected  into  a  Town 
with  the  Powers  &  Immunities  of  other  Towns  in  the  Province.  —  That  in  the  year  1767  a 
House  for  Public  Worship  was  set  up  by  said  Purchasers  in  said  Town  on  the  West  side 
of  said  Moose  Mountain  mcerly  to  accommodate  their  Setlers  the  Inliabitants  on  that  part 
of  the  Town  and  where  all  the  Setlers  under  said  Purchasers  excepting  one  then  dwelt. — 

That  in  the  year  1765  Eight  or  nine  Families  were  Setlcd  on  the  Grants  aforesaid  and 
the  number  of  them  now  Setlcd  on  said  Grants  is  Increased  to  about  Thirty  five. 

That  since  the  year  1767  —  the  said  Town  have  laid  out  considerable  Slonies  towards 
finishing  the  Meeting  House  set  up  as  aforesaid :  That  in  the  year  1770  —  the  said  Town 
Setled  a  Minister  and  gave  him  Seventy  Pounds  for  a  Settlement  and  Engaged  to  give 
him  Sixty  pounds  per  Annum  Salary.  That  there  are  to  this  day  but  Six  Families  in 
said  Town  Setled  East  of  said  divisional  line,  under  the  said  Purchasers  all  the  Rest 
being  on  the  Old  Grants  aforesaid ;  That  the  Building  said  Meeting  House  and  Setling 
said  Minister  answer  for  said  Purchasers  towards  a  fulfilling  in  part  the  Conditions  of 
their  Grant  from  the  Province,  and  to  the  Setlers  under  them,  it  Answers  as  a  Perform"- 
ance  in  part  of  their  Setling  Contracts  with  said  Original  Purchasors  but  answers  no  pur- 
pose of  Advantage  whatever  to  any  of  the  People  Setled  on  the  East  side  of  said  Moun- 
tain as  they  cannot  without  insupportalile  Expence  and  Labour  attend  Public  Worship 
among  them,  they  all  of  them  living  from  five  to  Eight  Miles  distant  from  the  said  Place 
of  Public  Worship  beyond  said  Mountain. 

That  by  the  Kind  application  of  these  Original  Purchasers  (in  favour  of  their  Tenents  or 
under  Purchasers)  to  this  Honourable  Court  and  procuring  the  Incorporation  aforesaid 
they  have  brought  the  Setlers  on  the  Grants  aforesaid  (as  they  are  the  minor  part  in  said 
Town)  Subject  to  a  Proportion  of  the  expence  of  fulfilling  their  Duty  in  part  to  the  Prov- 
ince in  Regard  to  their  Lands  in  which  these  Setlers  have  no  Interest  and  with  whom 
most  of  them  never  Consented  to  be  any  way  Concerned,  and  in  the  Year  1768  when  the 
tirst  Tax  of  Eighty  pounds  was  made  for  Town  charges,  many  of  the  Setlers  under  the 
Purchasers  being  turned  off  their  Lands,  two-fifths  of  the  burthen  of  said  Tax  actually 
fell  upon  the  Setlers  on  the  Grants. 

That  these  Memorialists  under  these  Circumstances  Sollicited  the  Town  that  as  they 
paid  their  proportion  to  these  Expences,  of  Setling  a  Minister  and  pay  their  proportion  of 
his  yearly  Salary  that  they  might  have  a  Proportionable  part  of  the  Preaching  on  their 
side  of  the  Mountain  where  they  could  Enjoy  it,  which  the  Town  granted  them  for  the 
Space  of  Three  Years,  but  since  July  last  have  wholly  Denied  to  do  for  the  future. 

Your  memorialists  beg  Leave  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  and  Honor-s  that  as  the 
Tract  of  Land  Sold  to  those  Gentlemen  was  very  large,  much  more  than  an  Ordinary 
Township  they  have  always  been  at  a  Loss  for  the  Reason  that  induced  your  Excellency 
and  Honors  to  make  those  Grants  (without  the  Knowledge  and  Consent  of  the  Proprie- 
tors &  Setlers)  part  of  the  Same  Town  with  the  Western  part  of  said  Purchass  tho'  they 
were  never  at  a  Loss  for  the  Reasons  that  Induced  said  Purchasers  to  apply  for  it. 

That  this  Act  of  Incorporation  so  Extended  has  not  only  thus  Unequally  burdened  the 
present  Setlers  of  said  Grants  in  the  Respects  before  mentioned  but  also  in  this  Respect 
that  it  is  a  great  Discouragement  to  the  further  Sale  or  Settlement  of  such  of  the  said 
Lands  as  yet  remain  unsold. 

The  said  Memorialists  the  Inhabitants  on  the  East  side  of  said  Mountain  in  said  Mur- 
rayfield under  these  Difficulties  are  Constrain'd  humbly  to  Implore  your  Excellency  and 
Honors  that  there  may  be  a  Division  of  the  said  Town  of  Murrayfield  l)y  the  following 
Line  viz'  beginning  at  the  South  west  corner  of  Ingersolls  grant  so  called  thence  extend- 
ing on  the  West  line  of  said  grant  till  it  comes  to  the  Second  Division  Lot  N°.  one,  owned 
by  said  John  Chandler  Esq'  from  thence  a  streight  line  to  the  South  East  corner  of  Lot 


356  Province  Laws.  — 1773-74.  [Notes.] 

N".  Sixteen  and  from  thence  running  on  the  East  line  of  said  Lot  and  on  the  East  Line  of 
lots,  N".  fifteen,  twenty  eight,  and  Twenty  nine  to  Chesterfield  Southwest  corner  and  that 
the  Inhabitants  and  Lands  in  said  Township  East  of  said  Line  may  be  Erected  into  a 
Seperate  Town  or  District  with  the  Powers  and  Priviledges  that  other  Towns  in  this  Prov- 
ince Enjoy 

And  they  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c 

John  Kirtland  )  Agent  for  the 

S  Memorialists." — 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  118,  p.  722. 

«'  June  12,  1773,  A  Petition  of  John  Kirtland  Agent  for  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Easterly 
part  of  the  Town  of  Murrayfleld  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  —  Praying  that  the  said 
Town  may  be  divided  agreable  to  the  Line  mentioned  in  the  Petition. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  that  Major  Hawley,  M'.  Paine  and  Col? 
Warren  with  such  as  the  hon'^'e.  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Petition 
and  the  papers  accompanying  the  same  into  consideration  and  report. 

In  Council,  Read  and  nonconcurred  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioner  notify  the  Proprie- 
tors of  Murrayfield  by  serving  their  Clerlt  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  &  Order  that  they 
may  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Read  and  Concurred."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  46. 

"  June  17,  1773.  Walter  Spooner,  Esq ;  brought  down  a  Bill/or  ereetiny  the  East  Part 
o/" Murrayfield  District  into  a  District. 

Read  in  Council,  and  pass'd  to  be  engross'd.  Sent  down  for  Concurrence."  —  House 
Journal,  p.  64. 

"  June  19,  1773.  A  Bill  for  erecting  the  Easterly  Part  of  Murrayfield  District  into  a 
District, 

Read  the  first  and  second  Time,  and  committed  for  Amendment  to  Mr.  Pickering 
Major  Foster  and  Mr.  Bacon."  —  Ibid.,  p.  67. 

"  June  21,  1773.  A  Bill  for  erecting  the  Easterly  Part  of  Murrayfield  District  into  a 
District. 

Read  the  third  Time  with  Amendment,  and  pass'd  a  Concurrence  to  be  engross'd." — 
Ibid.,  p.  71. 

"June  23, 1773.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Col.  Botoers  go  up  to  the  honorable 
Board,  to  desire  they  would  send  down  the  Murrayfield  Petition  and  Bill." — Ibid.,  p.  77. 

"June  25,  1773.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  that  M^  Hancock,  M! 
Payne  and  W.  Phillips  be  a  Committee  on  the  part  of  this  House  to  confer  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  honb'8.  Board  on  the  subject  matter  of  this  Bill. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  Artemas  Ward,  James  Humphrey  and  Humphrey 
Hobson  Esq™,  are  joined."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  80. 

"  June  23,  1773.  In  Council.  The  Committee  of  the  Board  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Committee  of  the  hon'''^  House  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  Bill  intituled  An  Act  for 
erecting  the  easterly  part  of  the  Town  of  Murrayfleld  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  into  a 

District  by  the  name  of having  conferred  with  the  said  Committee,  reported  as  their 

ppinion  tliat  it  would  be  advisableto  concur  the  several  amendments  made  by  the  House 
on  the  said  Bill,  except  the  amendment  at  B.  —  Read  &  concurred  accordingly  with  the 
said  amendments,  except  that  at  B  and  passed  to  be  Engrossed.  In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, Read  and  Concurred.  —  Ibid.,  p.  91. 

"  For  a  new  District  in  usual  form." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  7, 
1773 :    "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p,  16. 

Chap.  8.  "  June  11,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton  Esq' and  others  Free- 
holders in  the  Town  of  Roxbury  —  Setting  forth.  That  their  Estates  are  situate  in  that 
part  of  the  first  precinct  in  s*  Town  which  lies  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  &  borders  upon 
the  new  or  middle  Precinct  in  said  Town  —  That  the  resident  freeholders  by  reason  of  the 
nearness  of  their  several  dwellings  to  the  Meeting  House  in  the  last  mentioned  Precinct, 
have  for  the  time  past  attended  &  still  continue  to  attend  divine  Worship  there,  weekly 
contributing  towards  the  Support  thereof  thd  at  the  same  time  obliged  to  pay  their  quota 
of  the  Taxes  raised  by  the  first  mentioned  Precinct  —  That  the  Estates  of  the  Non 
resident  Freeholders  are  intermixt  with  and  contiguous  to  the  other  Estates  &  lye  under 
the  same  obligation  respecting  said  Taxes.  And  praying  that  those  of  them  who  are 
residents,  with  their  Estates  as  well  as  the  Estates  of  those  of  them  who  are  non  residents, 
may  be  set  off  to  the  said  new  or  middle  Precinct,  and  thereby  exempted  from  any  future 
Tax  of  the  said  first  Precinct. — 

In  Council,  Read  an<l  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the  first  Precinct  in  the  Town 
of  Roxbury  by  servinir  them  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  that  they  may  shew  cause,  if 
any  they  have,  on  Wednesday  the  24.  instant,  why  the  prayer  thereof  shonld  not  bo 
granted.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred." —  Couticil  Records,  vol. 
XXIX.,  p.  253. 

"  July  2, 1772.  A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton  Esq'  &  others,  as  entred  the  11"> 
day  of  June  last. 

In  Council  Read  again,  together  with  the  Answer  of  the  first  Parish  in  Roxbury  and 
ordered  that  this  Petition  be  dismissed.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Con- 
curred. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Reconsidered  &  nonconcurred  the  Vote  of  Council 
and  ordered  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  Petition  be  referred  till  the  next  Session 
of  the  General  Court.    In  Council,  Read  &  Concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  304. 

"Jan.  28,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton  Esq',  and  others  Freeholders  in 
•the  Town  of  Roxbury  —  Praying  that  they  and  thcii;_Estates  may  be  set  off  to  the  new 
or  middle  Precinct  in  the  said  Town  —  as  entered  the  ii  day  of  June  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  and  Ordered  that  Artemas  Ward  and  James  Gowen  Esq",  with 
such  as  may  be  joined  by  the  hon'i'"  House  be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Petition  with  the 
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papers  accompanying  the  same  into  consideration,  hear  the  parties  and  report  what  they 
thinlt  proper  thisCourt  should  do  thereon.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and 
Concurred  and  Col".  Murray  Mr  Baylcy  and  Cap*.  Allen  are  joined." — Ibid.,  p.  444. 

*'  Feb.  6,  1773.  The  Committee  appointed  the  28"'  of  January  on  the  Petition  of  Benja- 
min Pemberton  Esq^and  others  —  reported  as  their  opinion  that  the  said  Petition  &  the 
Answer  thereto  be  referred  to  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General 
Court. 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  Petition  and  Answer  abovemen- 
tioned  and  all  the  papers  accompanying  the  same  be  referred  accordingly.  In  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  463. 

"  June  14,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton  Esq"",  and  others  Freeholders  in 
the  first  Precinct  in  Roxburv  —  Praying  to  be  set  off  to  the  third  Precinct  in  said  Town,  as 
entered  the  11*^  day  of  June  1772. 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  Answers  and  Ordered  that  Jeremy  Powell, 
Samuel  Phillips  and  Jedediah  Preble  Esq",  with  such  as  tlie  hon'^i'^  House  shall  join  be  a 
Committee  to  take  this  Petition  with  the  Answers  and  papers  accompanying  the  same,  into 
consideration,  hear  the  parties  and  make  report.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read 
and  Concurred,  and  M^.  Fisher,  Cap'.  Greenleaf,  M^  Allen  of  Gloucester  and  Cap*. 
Whitcomb  are  joined." —  Ibid.,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  49. 

"  June  23,  1773.  On  the  Petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton  Esq"".  &  others  —  In  Council. 
Ordered  that  Walter  Spooner  Esq"",  be  of  the  Committee  in  the  room  of  Jedediah  Preble 
Esq'",  who  is  absent.  In  the  House  of  Representative,  Read  and  Concurred." — Ibid., 
p.  71. 

"  June  25, 1773.  The  following  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned  viz' — 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton  Esq^  and  others,  praying  that 
they,  their  Families  and'  Estates  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  first  Precinct  in 
Roxbury  may  be  set  off  to  the  third  Precinct  in  said  Town  there  to  do  duty  and  receive 
privileges  &c  have  attended  that  service  and  beg  leave  to  report  as  followeth  viz',  that 
Benjamin  Pemberton  Esq'' ,  Benjamin  Mav,  Cap*.  John  Williams,  Ebenezer  May,  Jeremiah 
Parker  and  Lemuel  May  with  tlicir  Families  and  that  part  of  their  Estates  lying  between 
Jamaica  Pond  and  the  Town  Road  leading  from  Gambling  end  to  Rocky  Swarapso  called, 
Also  that  the  Estates  of  John  Troutbeck,  Jonathan  Williams  and  Samuel  Austin,  lying 
within  the  bounds  above  mentioned,  with  the  Families  that  do  now  or  may  hereafter  dwell 
on  said  Estates,  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  third  Precinct  in  said  Town,  there  to 
do  duty  and  receive  privileges,  And  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly.  Which  is 
submitted  Je'r.  Powell  <^  Order 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  broughtin  accordingly. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Road  and  Concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  85. 

"  Merely  for  altering  Parish  Bounds." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug. 
7,  1773 :  *'  Mass.  Bay,  B.T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  16. 

Chap.  9.  "  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  25  1773  Ordered  that  M'  Speaker  and 
M'"  Adams  with  such  as  the  Hon''°  Board  shall  joyn  be  a  Committee  to  countersign  the 
Treasurers  Notes  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  be  issued  by  Virtue  of  an  Act  of  this 
Court.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  T  Gushing  Spk'. 

In  Council  June  25">  1773  —  Read  &  Concurred  &  James  Pitts  Esq""  is  joined —       _ 

Jno.  Cotton  D.  Secry 
Consented  to —  T  Hutchinson" — Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  104,  p.  628. 

"  For  supplying  the  Treasury  in  usual  form." —  Gov.  Hittchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
Aug.  7,  1773:  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  16.  ' 

Chap.  10.  "  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq',  Captain,  General,  and  Com- 
mander in  Cheif,  in  and  over  His  Majestys  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  —  The 
Honorable  His  Majestys  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court  Assem- 
bled May  1773— 
The  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  —  Humbly  Sheweth 
That  the  Law  of  the  Province,  fixing  the  number,  &  regulating  the  conduct  of  Auc- 
tioneers in  this  Town,  was  made,  we  apprehend,  to  releive  'the  trade  of  the  Town,  from 
the  late  growing  evil  of  a  multiplicity  of  Auctions;  which  threatned  its  destruction.  A 
principal  part  of  the  evil  complained  of,  we  apprehend,  was  occasioned,  by  the  Auctioneers 
selling  goods,  in  large  &  small  quantitys,  at  private  Sale ;  to  the  very  great  damage  of 
all  persons  concerned  in  trade  — 

The  Law  above  referred  to,  limits  the  number  of  Auctioneers  to  four,  and  impowers  the 
Selectmen  to  appoint  them,  under  particular  regulations,  but  leaves  the  Auctioneers  at  . 
liberty  to  sell  goods  at  private  as  well  as  at  public  Sale;  and  we  know,  that  it  is  their 
intention,  to  conduct  in  this  respect,  as  they  have  hitherto  done;  in  which  case,  it  is  our 
opinion,  that  the  Trade  of  the  Town  will  be  in  a  much  worse  state  than  it  was  before  the 
Law  aforementioned  was  made  — 

We  therefore  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  and  Honors,  that  an  addition  may  be 
made  to  the  Law,  that  as  the  Auctioneers  thereby  have  an  exclusive  riglit  to  all  the  public 
Sales  in  this  Town,  they  may  be  restricted  from  selling  Goods  in  large  or  small  quantitys, 
at  private  Sale.    And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray  — 

Samuel  Grant  &  Son       John  Simpkins  Ama  Davis 

Jno   Barrett  &  sons        Jno  L>ngdon  Wm  Cunningham 

Nathan  Frazier  Nath  ;  Lanodon  John  Jot 

Samuel  Austin  Thomas  Parker  Junb    Oba?«  Curtis 

Wm  WixoriELD  Ch.vrles  Sioourney       John  Stedman 

EliENKZEK  StORER  RoUEKT  JkNKI  NS  JoilN  CfNXINOHAM 

Andrew  Ddxter  Duncan  Inoraiiam  jun  Bartji  Kneeland 
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Philip  Freeman 
Robt  Servill 
John  Kneeland 
Sam  :  Abbot  &  Compv 
Smith  &  Atkinson 
Cyrus  Baldwin 
John  Leverett 
Sam  Partridge 
Sam  Dashwood 
Isaac  Savage 
Wm  Evans 
Ja  :  Salisbury 
Sam^   Eliot 
Samuel  Parkman 
Nathi-  Abraham 
Ebene   Hancock 
Ro  Salter 
Robert  Ruggles 
William  Gray 
John  Andreavs 
Joseph  Peirce 


William  Bant 
Joseph  Barrell 
Harbottle  Dorr 
Fredk  Wm  Geyer 
Chas  Daleney 
John  Hunt  Ters 
Herman  Brimmer 
Andw  Brimmer 
William  Davies 
Lee  &  Jones 
Francis  Green 
Wm  Scott 
Sam^'  Ruggles 
GiLBT  Deblois 
William  Jones 
Green  &  Cleverly 
James  Henderson 
John  Smith 
Samuel  Franklin 
Nathi-  &  Jos  Cranch 
Philip  Freeman  jun^ 


John  Adams 
Jn9  Semple 
Henry  Knox 
Oliver  Smith 
Roberts  &  Lee 
William  Goo'ch 
Peter  Hughes 
Benj  Austin 
John  Pitts 
Job  Prince 
Wm  Waine 
Ralph  Fisher 
WiLLM  Blair  Townsend 
Peter  Verstille 
John  Boyles 
Charles  Miller 
William  Moalpine 
James  Foster 
Dan^  Waldo 
Tho  8  Stoddard 
William  Pitts 
John  Short." — Mass.  Ar- 
chives, vol.  120,  p.  719. 

"May  31,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Samuel  Grant  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Boston  —  Praying,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  number  of  Auctioneers  in  the  said  Town  by  a 
late  Law  of  tlie  Pi'ovince  is  limited  to  four,  who  have  an  exclusive  right  to  all  the  public 
Sales  in  the  Town,  they  may  be  restricted  from  selling  Goods  at  private  sale. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  that  Cap'.  Doolittle,  Cap'.  Brown  of  Abing- 
ton,  Cap*.  Bacon,  M^.  Pickering,  M'.  Gardner  of  Stow,  M".  Hopkins  and  Col".  Gilbert  with 
such  as  the  hon"^'".  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Petition  together  with  the 
Petitions  of  Martin  Bicker  John  Badger  and  David  Symonds  into  consideration  and 
report.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  William  Brattle,  James  Bowdoin  James 
Russell,  James  Otis,  James  Pitts  and  Samuel  Dexter  'EaSQ^?  are  joined." — Council 
Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  13. 

"To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  The  Honorable  Members  of  his  Majestys  Council, 
and  The  Honorable  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  General 
Court  Assembled. 
The  Petition  of  William  Hunter  of  Boston  in  the  said  province  late  Auctioneer 

Most  humbly  shewetn  — 
That  some  years  ago,  the  Petitioner  became  a  Settler  in  Boston  aforesaid,  and  entered 
into  the  Business  of  an  Auctioneer,  at  a  time,  when  only  two  persons  followed  the  same 
Calling.  That  your  Petitioner  has  given  the  most  convinceing  proof  of  his  Integrity  and 
dilligence  in  the  said  Business  and  was,  and  is,  at  all  times  ready  to  give  the  Town,  anj'^ 
security,  for  conforming  to  such  Laws  as  are  established  for  its  Government. 

That  by  the  late  Act  of  the  Honorable  Court,  your  Petitioner  is  deprived  of  the  means 
of  getting  Bread  for  himself  and  Family,  as  his  Wounds  in  the  last  War,  have  rendered 
him  incapable  of  following  the  Sea,  to  which  he  was  bred. 

Therefore  The  Petitioner  most  humbly  prays  your  Excellency  and  Honors,  to  take  his 
Case  into  Consideration,  and  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  Law  regarding  Vendues,  as 
may  leave  him  at  liberty  to  reEnter  into  his  former  Business,  as  the  only  means  by 
which  he  can  pi'ocure  a  livlihood.    And  your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

Boston  l9t  June  1773  William  Hunter."  —  Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  120,  p.  724. 
"  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq""  Governor  &c  The  Hon^''".  His  Majestys 
Councill  and  the  Hon^^''^  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  — 

The  Petition  of  Archibald  Bowman  late  Auctioneer  Humbly  shewcth 

That  your  Petitioner  havingj>een  employ'd  in  the  Business  of  selling  Goods  at  Public 
Vendue  for  a  number  of  3'ears' last  past  whereby  he  has  been  enabled  to  support  himself 
and  his  Dependants  in  a  decent  manner  to  the  approbation  of  his  Employers  That  hc\n<x 
by  a  late  Act  of  Government  with  regard  to  Auctioneers  totally  debarr'd  from  his  said 
Employ,  he  is  now  rendred  incapable  of  supporting  his  heavy  Charge  and  most  anxious 
for  the  Consequences  his  being  out  of  Business  must  necessarily  produce. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioner  humbly  prays  Your  Honors  would  take  his  Case  into  your 
serious  Consideration  and  reinstate  him  in  his  Business  Aforesaid  or  otherwise  grant  him 
such  Releif  as  j'our  Honors  Wisdom  and  Candor  shall  dictate  and  your  Petitioner  as  in 
Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Boston  1st  June  177;^.  Archibald  Bowman."  —  Ibid.,  p.  722. 

"June  1,  1773.  A  Petition  of  William  Hunter,  late  an  Auctioneer  in  the  Town  of  Bos- 
ton Praying  that  such  alteration  may  be  made  in  the  Law  respecting  Vendues  as  may 
leave  him  at  liberty  to  re-enter  into  that  business,  as  his  wounds,  in  the  last  War,  have 
rendered  him  incapable  of  following  the  Sea  (to  which  he  was  bred)  to  procure  a  liveli- 
hood. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Ordered  that  Cap'.  Doolittle  Cap'.  Brown 
of  Abington,  Cap'.  Bacon,  M'.  Pickering,  M''.  Gardner  of  Stow  M^.  Hopkins  and  Col^. 
Gilbert,  with  such  as  the  hon'^'''.  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Petition 
into  consideration  and  report.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  William  Brattle, 
James  Bowdoin  James  Russell,  James  Otis,  James  Pitts  and  Samuel  Dexter  Esq",  are 
joined. 

A  Petition  of  Archibald  Bowman  late  an  Auctioneer  in  the  Town  of  Boston  —  Setting 
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forth;  That  by  a  hite  Law  of  this  Province  he  is  debarred  from  following  the  said  busi- 
ness, on  wliich  he  depended  for  a  support  for  himself  &  dependants.  And  praying  that 
he  may  be  reinstated  in  the  said  business  or  otherwise  relieved. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives:  Read  and  Ordered  that  Cap'.  Doolittle  Cap'.  Brown 
of  Abington,  Cap'.  Bacon,  M^  Pickering,  M"".  Gardner  of  Stow  M'.  Iloplvins  and  CoK 
Gilbert  witb  such  as  tiie  hon'^'e.  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Petition  into 
consideration  and  report.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  William  Brattle,  James 
Bowdoin  James  Russell,  James  Otis,  James  Pitts  and  Samuel  Dexter  Esq",  are  joined." 
—  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  16. 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  Petitions  of  Samuel  Grant  and  others  Merchants 
of  Boston  and  William  Hunter,  Archibald  Bowman,  Martin  Bicker,  John  Badger  and  David 
Symonds  late  Auctioneers  in  said  Town,  have  attended  the  services  assigned  them,  fully 
heard  the  Petitioners  and  having  maturely  considered  everything  offered  in  support  of 
their  several  Petitions,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  Report  upon  them  collectively 
viz'. 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  it  is  highly  reasonable  that  such  Persons  as  are 
now,  or  may  hereafter  be  licensed,  in  the  Town  of  Boston  to  sell  at  public  Auction  should 
as  well  in  consideration  of  such  exclusive  privilege  as  to  put  an  end  to  the  evils  which 
the  Act  lately  passed  '  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Goods  at  public  Vendue  and  to  limit  the 
number  of  Auctioneers'  was  intended  to  prevent,  be  effectually  restrained  from  disposing 
of  such  Goods  and  Merchandize  as  are  usually  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
at  private  sale. 

The  Committee  are  further  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  of  no  disadvantage  to  the  Province 
in  general,  nor  to  the  Trade  of  the  Town  of  Boston  and  most  likely  to  satisfy  all  Persons 
who  deem  themselves  aggrieved  bj*  the  Act  aforesaid,  that  the  selectmen  of  said  Town  be 
impowered  to  grant  Licenses  to  such  persons  in  addition  to  those  already  licensed  within 
the  same,  to  exercise  the  business  of  selling  at  public  Auction  as  said  Selectmen  shall 
judge  reasonable  and  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  so  that  the  number  do  not  exceed 
ten  in  any  one  j'car — And  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in,  in  addition  to  the  Act  aforesaid  tor 
the  purposes  above  mentioned.  —  Which  is  humbly  submitted 

James  Otis  ^r  order." — 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  120,7;.  "28. 

"  June  15,  1773.  The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Petitions  of  Samuel  Grant  and 
others  Merchants  of  Boston,  and  William  Hunter,  Archibald  Bowman,  Martin  Bicker,  . 
John  Badger  and  David  Symonds  late  Auctioneers  in  said  Town — made  report,  after 
having  heard  the  Petitioners  and  maturely  considered  every  thing  offered  in  support  of 
their  several  Petitions.  In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought 
in  for  the  purposes  abovementioned.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Con- 
curred."—  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  50. 

"  Feb.  1,  1774.  A  Petition  of  Samuel  Grant  and  others  of  Boston,  Praying  that  the 
Auctioneers  in  the  said  Town  may  be  restricted  from  selling  Goods  at  private  sale. — as 
entered  the  31  day  of  May  last. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  revived  and  Ordered  that  Col".  Lincoln,  M''. 
Allen  and  Major  Fuller  with  such  as  the  hon'^'".  Board  may  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take 
this  Petition  under  consideration  and  report.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  M^ 
Sever  &  CoK  Cushing  me  joined."  —  IbuL,  p.  143. 

"  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq""  Governor,  The  honorable  his  Majesty's 
Conncill,  &  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  Province,  in  General 
Court  assembled 

The  Memorial  of  Isaac  Smith  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  Merchants  trading  in 
Brittish  Goods  in  the  Town  of  Boston  humbly  sheweth  that  Whereas  your  Memorialists, 
in  Concert  with  their  Constituents,  did  at  the  last  Session  of  this  Honourable  Court  present 
a  petition  praying  that  such  Restrictions  might  be  laid  on  the  Auctioneers  in  Respect  to 
private  Sales  of  Brittish  Goods  &  Merchandize  as  your  Exccllcy :  and  Honors  might  think 
fit  —  and  whereas  their  said  petition  was  by  a  Vote  of  the  honourable  Court  refer'd  over 
to  this  Session — We  your  Memorialists  with  all  due  Defference  to  the  Wisdom  of  this 
honorable  Court,  beg  leave  to 'observe  that  the  Subject  of  our  said  petition  involves  in  it 
nothing  less  than  the  very  Mercantile  Existence  of  she  Importers  and  Venders  of  Brittish 
Goods  in  this  and  every  trading  Town  thro  this  Pi-ovince;  the  Ability  of  the  Merchants 
to  pay  their  proportion  of  Taxes  towards  the  Support  of  Government;  and  even  the  Sub- 
sistance  of  a  vast  Number  of  Tradesmen  and  their  Families  who  depend  on  their  Employ 
fur  the  necessaries  of  Life  —  and  so  is  of  the  most  interesting  Importance  — 

And  whereas  an  imperfect  View  of  the  Case  or  any  Misapprehensions,  arising  from  the 
Ex-Parte  Representation  of  the  Auctioneers,  may  have  the  most  fatal  Etiects  — We  would 
humbly  request;  that  our  said  petition  may  be  revived  and  that  this  further  Restriction  be 
laid,  viz'  that  the  public  Sales  be  limited  to  one  Day  in  a  Week  &,  that,  previously  to  pass- 
ing on  the  same,  we  may  be  heard  (in  behalf  of  our  Constituents  the  Body  of  the 
Merchants  aforesaid)  before  a  Committee  of  this  honourable  Court  upon  the  Subject  — 
And  your  Memorialists  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

Fke»k    Wm  Geyek  Feancis  Green  Samuel  Austin 

Same  Bareett  junR  Dan';    Hubbaed  John  Amory 

Sam'-    Eliot  Isaac  Smith  Richard  Smith 

Boston  3ti  Feby  1774  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb  3  1774 

Ordered  that  this  Petition  be  referd  to  the  Consideration  of  the  Committee  of  both 
Houses  appointed  to  consider  the  Petitition  of  Samuel  Grant  Esq""  &  others  and  that  Cap 
Heath  M'  Gorham  &  Coll  Bowers  with  such  as  the  Hon  Board  shall  joyn  be  added  to 
said  committee    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  T    Cushing  Si-k"" 

In  Council  Feb>'  —  3'  — 1774  —  Read  &  Concurred,  &  James  Pitts  &  Saiuiicl  Dexter 
Esq'"  are  joiiK'd —  Jn'/  Cotton  D.  SccTy."  —  Alasa. 

Archives,  vol.  120,  p.  733. 
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"To  the  Honorable  the  Committee  of  His  Majesty's  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives— 

The  answer  of  the  Auctioneers  in  the  Town  of  Boston,  to  the  Memorial  of  The  Im- 
porters of  British  Goods,  &c. 

May  it  please  your  Honors, 

Before  we  go  into  an  Examination  of  the  Considerations  offered  by  the  Committee  of 
Importers,  to  induce  your  Honors  to  favor  the  Prayer  of  their  Petition  and  Memorial,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  observe  — That  the  Act  of  the  "General  Court  limiting  the  number  of 
Auctioneers  in  this  Town,  and  giving  the  Select-men  an  Imprimatur  on  "their  Books  and 
Business,  was  introduced  and  enacted  upon  the  Petition,  and  at  the  Request,  of  the  Im- 
porters of  British  Goods ;  and  by  them  then  represented  as  a  necessary  Restriction  in 
favor  of  Trade,  in  which  we  took  no  part:  —  So  that  if  the  Auctioneers  now  enjoy  any 
exclusive  Priviledge,  it  is  under  the  Provision  and  limitation  of  the  Laws  of  the  Province, 
and  at  the  express  desire  of  the  Persons  now  complaining.  —  Whether  the  limitation  of 
Auctioneers  in  this  Town,  or  elsewhere,  to  any  particular  number  whatever,  either  has 
been,  or  ever  will  be,  of  any  advantage  to  a  trading  Community;  or  whether  like  most 
other  Restrictions  on  Trade  &  Commerce,  it  will  not  be  found  highly  detrimental  and 
injurious,  is  not  our  Province  now  to  inquire,  it  is  sufScient  for  us  to  acquit  ourselves  of 
having  contributed  to  the  measure.  — 

That  the  legislative  Body  in  every  well  governed  Country  have  an  undoubted  right  to 
make  and  establish  Laws  for  the  regulating,  encouraging,  promoting  and  extending  Com- 
merce is  agreed  on  all  hands ;  and  that  the  English  Constitution  (to  which  ours  bears  a 
near  analogy)  is  admirably  calculated  for  these  great  Purixjses  is  acceded  to.  The  British 
Legislature  have  on  all  occasions  exerted  their  Authority  to  this  end;  but  they  have  ever 
been  slow  in  granting  the  Prayer  of  Petitions  similar  to  this  now  depending;— In  sup- 
port of  this  we  would  only  beg  leave  to  adduce  one  Instance  to  our  purpose,  —  A  number 
of  years  ago  the  Shopkeepers  of  the  Cities,  Towns  and  Boroughs  of  Great-Britain  pre- 
ferred a  Petition  to  Parliament  praying,  that  a  certain  sett  of  Men  known  by  the  name  of 
•Chapmen  or  Pedlars  might  be  suppressed,  urging  for  reasons,  that  these  Men  carried 
about  large  quantities  of  Merchandize  for  Sale,  and  undersold  them,  which  threatned  the 
total  ruin  of  their  Trade ;  and  further  alledged  that  these  Men  were  of  no  benefit  to  the 
Nation,  inasmuch  as  they  paid  no  national  Taxes.  —  A  long  Debate  was  had  upon  the 
matter  in  Parliament,  and  finally  it  was  adjudged  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  British 
Constitution  to  trample  on  the  Liberty  of  one  Subject  to  the  Emolument  or  agrandizing 
of  another,  and  finally  an  Act  was  passed  that  they  should  be  licensed  Yearly,  and  pay 
the  Sum  of  Forty  Shillings  Sterling  to  the  Crown 

The  Committee  of  the  body  of  Importers  lay  down  as  the  Basis  of  all  their  Arguments 
this  Proposition,  namely,  — 'That  in  a  Commercial  Country,  every  particular  Branch  of 
Trade  established  for,  and  conducive  to,  the  general  Interest  of  the  Community,  justly 
intitles  its  Supporters  to  the  special  care  and  attention  of  the  Legislature,'  and  then  add, 
•  That  the  Importation  of  British  Goods  is  what  gives  life  and  spirit  to  every  other  branch 
of  Trade  and  Commerce  among  us.'  —  In  answer  to  which  we  shall  only  say,  that  admit- 
ting the  Proposition  in  its  full  latitude,  it  can  never  be  construed  to  extend  to  the 
abrogating,  or  even  curtailing  the  Rights  and  Priviledges  of  any  other  part  of  the  Com- 
munity, whether  Traders,  Husbandmen  or  Manufiicturers ;  and  therefore  we  hope  and 
assuredly  trust,  That  a  Petition  of  the  Importers  of  British  Goods,  however  dignified  in 
Persons,  Estates  or  Profession,  must  and  ever  will  require  (before  so  respectable  a  Com- 
mittee) the  same  Test  of  Truth,  and  the  same  support  and  Foundation  in  Reason,  as  the 
Petition  of  any  other  Subject  whatever,  and  will  be  attended  to  so  far  only,  as  its 
Tendency  to  the  general  good  shall  be  discoverable. 

They  next  alledge,  —  *  That  the  allowing  of  Private  Sales  by  Auctioneers  has  an  inevi- 
table Tendency  to  establish  a  Monopoly  in  their  hands,  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  Merchants 
and  Manufacturers  in  England,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  regular  Importers  of  Britisli  Goods 
in  America,' — whereas  the  reverse  of  this  is  true,  A  monopoly  has  in  our  Apprehension, 
always  been  supposed  to  mean  a  restriction  or  limitation  of  any  particular  branch  of 
Trade  or  Commerce  to  a  Person  or  Corporation,  in  exclusion  of  other  Subjects  of  the 
Bame  State  alike  intitled  without  such  Restriction  to  the  use  of  such  particular  Trade. — 
If  this  Definition  be  just,  we  would  ask  who  are  striving  for  a  Monopoly  (ever  odious  in  a 
free  State)  the  Petitioners  who  now  pray  an  Abridgment  in  us,  of  a  Right  we  enjoy  in 
common  with  them,  and  other  our  Fellow-Subjects,  or  we  who  contend  only  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  common  Priviledge  and  Advantage,  namely,  the  buying  and  selling,  for  the 
benefit  and  support  of  ourselves  and  Families. —  If  a  Monopoly  or  the  shadow  of  one  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  Auctioneers,  it  consists  in  the  exclusive  liberty  we  enjoy  under  the 
late  Laws  of  the  Province  of  selling  Goods  at  Public  Vendue;  and  this  if  any  how  detri- 
mental to  Trade  in  general,  or  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  Subject  (which  by  the  way 
we  by  no  means  allow)  is  surely  attributive  to  the  Seekers  of  that  Law —  The  Merchants 
rather  than  to  the  Auctioneers,  who  never  took  any  part  or  ever  wished  either  its  Promo- 
tion or  Continuance.— We  are,  and  have,  and  trust  always  shall  be  ready  and  willing  to 
share  in  common  with  our  Fellow-Citizens,  not  only  the  right  of  Private  and  Public  Sales, 
but  every  other  branch  of  Business  —  And  we  think  the  Insinuation  that  the  Bu;incss  we 
carry  on  under  the  Sanction  of  the  Laws  of  the  Province,  is  in  any  respect  comparable  to 
the  Trade  of  the  East-India  Company,  as  unfriendly  and  injurious  both  to  the  Community 
and  tons,  as  it  is  inapplicable  to  their  present  purpose;  and  we  cannot  help  saying,  that  as 
such  an  Insinuation  could  answer  no  good  end,  it  savors  too  much  of  the  poor^tho'  too 
common  expedient,  of  obviating  a  merited  and  expected  Charge  by  making  the  first  Com- 
plaint, and  this  the  Importers  themselves  ajjprehend,  when  in  their  next  Paragraph  they 
endeavour  to  remove  the  olyection,  '  That  they  are  seeking  their  own  private  good,  and 
labouring  only  for  their  own  Emolument.' 

They  next  say, '  The  Trade  of  the  Town  has  long  been  carried  on  to  the  satisfiiction  of 
the  Mother-Country'  —  That  Innovations  are  dangerous,' &c.  —  this  wc  do  not  di.=p;itc, 
nor  indeed  is  it  we,  but  they  who  desire  an  alteration  of  its  course  —  Auctioneers  havo 
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existed  as  long  as  the  Importers  of  British  Goods,  tho'  they  have  never  flourished  and 
growarich.  —  But,  say  tlie  Importers  in  their  next  Paragraph,  'Tiie  Auctioneers  almost 
universally  make  their  Remittances  in  Cash  or  Bills  of  Exchange,  v?hereas  the  Merchants 
export  the  Produce  of  the  Country,' &c. — To  this  wc  beg  leave  to  say  —  that  neither 
Merchants  or  Auctioneers  will  ever  remit  the  Debts  they  owe  in  England,  or  elsewhere,  in 
Cash  or  Exchange,  so  long  as  Remittances  can  be  more  beneficially  made  in  the  Produce 
of  the  Country,  or  any  other  Merchandize;  nor  on  the  other  hand  will  such  Produce  or 
Merchandize  be  sent,  while  a  better  Profit  can  be  made  by  remitting  Cash  or  Exchange ; 
and  we  ai"e  astonished  tho  Merchants  should  suppose  such  Reasons  as  these  could  possi- 
bly be  construed  to  operate  more  in  their  favor  than  ours,  or  be  even  mentioned  by  them, 
as  giving  weight  to  their  Petition  —  But  to  put  an  end  to  this  Objection  of  theirs  in  a 
a  word,  we  do  affirm,  that  the  Sum  total  of  the  whole  Remittance  that  has  ever  been  made 
to  England  by  all  the  Auctioneers  in  this  Town  united  together  during  the  whole  course 
of  their  Business,  does  not  amount  to  more  than  Seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  Pounds 
Sterling,  a  mere  Fraction  when  compared  with  the  Sums  annually  remitted  by  the  Im- 
porters of  British  Goods,  or  as  Shakespeare,  we  think,  more  beautifully  expresses  it, — 

*  A  Mote  in  the  Mind's  Eye.' 

Their  next  Paragraph  is  as  extraordinary  as  the  foregoing,  namely.  That  the  Purchasers 
of  Goods  do  not  bring  all  the  Money  they  can  possibly  collect  and  scrape  together  to 
them,  but  sometimes  carry  a  small  part  of  it  to  the  Auctioneers,  and  this  they  do  not- 
withstanding it  is  against  their  Interest.  If  this  Paragraph  is  attended  to,  we  apprehend 
it  will  demonstrably  prove  the  rise  of  this  very  urgent  application  against  the  Auctioneers, 
and  furnish  a  Clue  sufQcient  to  unravel  this  mighty  Embarrassment  on  Trade,  —  The  Im- 
porters of  British  Goods,  either  by  very  large  Capitals,  or  their  very  extensive  Credit  in 
England,  it  is  probable,  will  soon  be  enabled  to  manage  and  regulate  as  they  please,  the 
whole  British  Trade,  and  confine  all  Importations  of  British  Goods  to  themselves,  and  by 
this  means  be  able  to  make  what  Profits  and  Estates  they  please,  while  the  rest  of  the 
Community  must  be  contented  to  act  as  their  Factors  and  Servants,  provided  these  Im- 
porters can  remove  a  few  Clogs  and  Incumbrances  out  of  their  way,  the  principal  of  which 
are  the  Auctioneers  in  Town,  who  having  in  general  no  Capitals  of  their  own,  and  depend- 
ing on  the  quickness  of  their  Sales  for  a'Living,  are  obliged  to  sell  for  a  small  Profit,  and 
thereby,  induce  Country  Traders  to  apply  to  them,  rather  than  to  the  Merchant  who  ex- 
pects greater  Profit;  —  this  we  very  readily  admit  is  detrimental  to  the  great  Gains  of  the 
Importers  and  Wholesale  dealers,  but  we  contend  that  it  is  highly  beneficial  to  the  Com- 
munity in  general. 

In  answer  to  the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  the  Petitioners,  'That  Fraud  and  Embez- 
zlement will  be  encouraged,  by  the  Private  Sales  of  the  Auctioneers,'  we  beg  leave  to  say, 
That  we  humbly  apprehend,  neither  the  Petitioners,  or  any  one  else  have  ever  had  any 
just  reason  to  suppose  the  Auctioneers  of  this  Town  more  likely  to  encourage  Fraud  or 
Embezzlement  of  any  kind  than  the  Importers.  —  It  is  true  while  Public  Sales  were  per- 
mitted in  the  Night-time,  as  well  Auctioneers  as  Buyers  were  liable  to  Impositions,  but 
since  that  matter  has  been  regulated  by  the  Legislature,  no  danger  can  accrue. — ^Our 
Private  Sales  are  under  the  same  Restrictions,  and  subject  to  the  same  Regulations  by 
Law,  as  the  private  Sales  of  all  other  Traders;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  they  will  never 
be  thought  to  need  any  other,  by  the  Legislature  or  any  other  candid  .and  disinterested 
Persons. 

We  readily  admit, '  That  Trade  is  the  great  mean  of  Wealth,  and  that  Wealth  is  essen- 
tially necessary  to  a  vigorous  and  successful  Opposition  to  arbitrary  Power,'  but  we  con- 
tend, that  the  more  generally  the  Wealth  of  the  Community  is  diffused,  the  better  enabled 
will  it  ever  be  to  exert  its  whole  Strength  upon  every  occasion ;  and  that  nothing  can  be 
more  alarming  to  a  Free  People,  thanto  see  the  Riches  of  the  State  running  in  a  narrow 
Channel,  and  into  a  few  hands,  because  by  such  means  the  wealthy  few  are  frequently 
enabled  to  arrogate  to  themselves  the  Power,  as  well  as  the  Wealth  of' the  State. 

The  regard  the  Petitioners  really  have  for  the  Community  will  much  better  appear  from 
their  Actions  than  their  Professions ;  we  do  however  most  chearfully  allow,  they  have  often 
deserved  well  of  their  Country,  but  as  we  have  already  said,  Ave  hope  and  trust  this  will 
never  entitle  them,  either  with  your  Honors,  or  any  one  else,  to  any  undue  Advantages  or 
extraordinary  Priviledges. 

They  next  go  on  to  pray  a  further  and  more  grievous  Bm'then  may  be  laid  on  the  Auc- 
tioneers, namely,  '  That  ia  addition  to  their  being  excluded  fi-om  all  right  of  Private  Sales 
they  should  be  limited  and  restricted  in  their  Public  Sales  to  one  day  in  a  week,'  Cdu-ectly 
counteracting  the  Divine  Command,  ^  Six  Days  shall  thou  labour,  andJoallthyicork;') 

♦  and  that  an  Act  might  be  passed  for  this  pm-pose  and  be  made  Perpetual,  oi:  at  least 
extend  to  a  very  distant  day' — In  answer  to  which  we  cannot  help  saying.'the  Petitioners 
would  have  discovered  more  Humanity,  and  more  of  a  benevolent  Spu-it,  if  they  had 
directly  prayed  that  we  and  our  Families  should  be  literally  starved,  unless  we  would 
consent  to  become  the  menial  Servants  or  Slaves  to  the  Importers  of  British  Goods  —  It 
reminds  us  of  that  old,  tho'  true  Adage,  '  That  the  love  of  Riches,  increases  xoith  the 
increase  of  Riches ; '  and  we  believe  we  may  safely  affirm.  That  Commerce  in  every  Ago 
.and  Country  has  sustained  more  detriment  from  the  endeavors  of  those,  who  h.aving 
gfiined  immense  Riches  in  Trade,  have  become  jealous  of  theh*  less  successful  Brethren, 
than  by  any  other  means  whatever :— To  this  Jealousy  and  this  narrow  Policy  is  owing 
the  Existance  and  vast  Wealth  of  all  the  great  Trading  Companies  in  Europe,  who,  if  they 
benefited  the  Community  by  first  extending  the  limits  of  Commerce,  have  always  amply 
compensated  themselves  by  their  exclusive  and  exorbitant  Gauis. 

INlay  it  please  your  Honors. 

Having  now  gbne  thro'  all  the  Arguments  the  Petitioners  have  offered,  shall  only  add,^ 
That  as  on  the  one  hand  we  wish  for  no  exclusive  Right  or  Priviledge  above  otir  Brethren, 
so  we  hope  and  trust  we  shall  not  be  especially  restrained  from  the  enjoyment  of  a  com- 
mon Benefit. —  That  if  we  are  restricted  from  our  private  Trade,  we  can  by  no  means  suj)- 
port  ourselves  or  Families,  and  how  much  less  if  our  Public  Sales  should  be  also  limited. 
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— That  with  all  onr  advantages  so  much  complained  of  and  so  earnestly  petitioned 
against,  our  Gains  bear  no  Proportion  to  those  ol:  the  Importers  of  British  Goods. —  That 
if  Goods  sent  to  Auction  must  always  be  sold  by  inch  of  Candle  or  the  strolie  oH!  the 
Mallet,  the  necessitous  part  of  the  Community  who  are  obliged  to  sell  olT  their  Goods  & 
EfTects  for  ready  Money  would  very  often  suffer  vastly  more  in  their  Estates  than  they 
now  do,  while  their  Goods  have  the  advantage  of  a  private  as  well  as  a  Public  Sale. — 
That  the  Act  limiting  the  number  of  Auctioneers  being  made  to  continue  only  for  two  Years 
(one  of  which  is  past)  no  great  Injury  can  be  sustained  by  the  Merchants,  if  their  present 
reasoning  is  well  grounded,  because  there  is  no  danger  the  Act,  if  really  injurious  to  the 
Trade  of  the  Province,  will  ever  be  revived  or  continued. 
.    ]May  ittliercfoi-c  ]ilcase  your  Honors. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  too  tedious  to  enumerate,  and  which  your  Wisdom  will 
easily  discover,  we  most  humbly  pray  your  Honors  would  not  favor  the  Prayer  of  their 
JPetftion,  but  report  a  dismission  thereof.  Confiding  in  the  Justice  of  our  Cause,  and  the 
unbiassed  Integrity  of  our  Judges,  we  cannot  be  apprehensive  of  the  Injmy  intended  us, 
and  most  chearfullJy  submit  to  the  Decision  of  the  distinguished  Guardians  of  the  natural 
and  constitutional  ilights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subject. — 

Moses  Deshon  BenJ'^  CmincH 

RoE>;  Gould  Jos.  Russell 

Martin  Bicker  Wj'  Greenleaf 

William  Hunt  Andrew  Oliver 

William  Fallass." — Ibid., p.  735. 

"Mar.  8,  1774.  The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Petition  of  Samuel  Grant  Esq|^^  and 
others  and  tlie  Memorial  of  Isaac  Smith  Esq',  and  others,  having  heard  the  Petitioners 
and  Memorialists,  and  also  the  Auctioneers  of  the  Town  of  Boston  —  Reported — that  they 
judged  it  unreasonable  that  the  Auctioneers  should  have  any  further  restrictions  laid  upon 
them  respecting  their  public  sales  but  that  they  were  of  opinion  the  Auctioneers  should  be 
restrained  from  selling  at  private  sale  all  such  Goods  and  Merchandize  as  are  usually  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  saving  only  such  commodities  as  are  of  a  perish- 
able nature. 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  accordingly  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned.  In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Read  and  Non  concm-red  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their 
Petition.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concuri'ed." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  272. 

"  An  Addition  to  an  Act  relative  to  Vendues  passed  the  last  year  upon  which  I  then 
remarked." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  7,  1773 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T." 
vol.  82,  P.  p.,  16. 

"  In  humble  obedience  to  yom-  Lordships  Commands  signified  to  me  by  M\  Pownall. 
I  have  perused  and  considered  an  Act  passed  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  June  1773  intitled 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  made  and  passed  in  the  present  year  of  his  Majesty's 
reign,  intitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Sale  of  Goods  at  Publick  Vendue,  and  to  limit  the 
number  of  Auctioneers. 

Which  your  Lordships  will  observe  is  made  to  amend  a  former  Act  passed  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  is  liable  to  the  same  objection,  namely  that  it  entrusts  a  Power  to  the  Select 
Men  of  Boston  which  for  many  reasons  is  more  fit  to  be  exercised  by  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernor."—  Extract  from  report  of  R.  Jackson,  Feb.  22, 1774:  ibid.,  P.p.,  66. 

Chap.  11.  "  June  5, 1773.  A  Petition  of  John  Locke,  and  others,  Assessors  of  the  To\vn 
of  Ashby,  praying  an  Explanation  of  a  Ciause  in  the  Act  for  taxing  the  Lands  in  new 
Townships. 

Read  and  committed  to  Dr.  Holton,  Mr.  Bulling  and  Col.  Orne." —  House  Journal, 
p.  33. 

"  June  17, 1773.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  James  Locke,  junr.  reported.  Ordered, 
That  the  Petitioner  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly."—  Ibid.,  p.  62. 

"  For  the  convenience  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ashby  a  new  settlement." —  Gov.  Hutchinson 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  7,  1773 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  16. 

Chap.  12.    "  An  Act  for  the  convenience  of  Boston." —  Ibid. 

"  I  have  likewise  perused  and  considered  another  Act  passed  in  June  1773.  intitled 

An  Act  for  regulating  Lamps  ah-eady  set  up,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  set  up  for  enlight- 
ening the  Streets,  Lanes,  Alleys  or  Passage  Ways  in  the  Town  of  Boston. 

Which  likewisp  appears  to  me  to  be  improper,  as  it  gives  the  Select  Men  of  Boston, 
Powers  that  may  be  used  for  purposes  of  Oppression,  against  such  Persons  as  they  may 
conceive  a  dislike  to  —  the  Act  empowering  the  Select  Men  to  set  an  arbitrary  Value  on 
any  accidental  damage  done  to  any  Post  Iron  or  other  Fm'niture  thereof ;  and  in  case  of 
non-payment  to  recover  double  the  damage  and  Costs  of  Prosecution. 

There  is  another  Objection  to  this  Act  of  the  same  sort,  it  irapowers  the  Select  Men  to 
compel  the  Owner  of  a  sign  or  Post  wliich  they  shall  judge  to  intercept  or  lessen  the  light 
of  a  Lamp  to  remove  such  Sign  or  Post — it  is  obvious  that  any  Post  or  Sign  may  be  so 
deemed  —  that  this  Power  may  not  iraprobaljly  be  used  very  partially  and  ito  serve  mis- 
chievous purposes  especially  as  the  Removal  is  to  be  at  the  Expenoe  of  the  Owner  and 
there  is  no  Appeal  given  —  I  cannot  therefore  but  advise  your  Lordships  to  report  this  Act 
as  fit  to  be  repealed  unless  your  Lordships  should  judge  that  it  may  be  better  corrected  by 
an  Act  for  that  purpose."  —  Extract  from  the  report  of  R.  Jackson,  Feb.  22,  177 1 :  ibid.. 
P.p.,  66. 

Chap.  13.  "  June  20,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Caleb  Graffum  and  Jlicah  Walker  a  Com- 
mittee in  behalf  of  the  lidiiiljitants  of  the  Town  of  Windham  in  the  County  of  Cumberland 
—  setting  forth  —  That  most  of  the  Lauds  in  said  Town  are  laid  out  into  hundred  Acre 
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lots  oa  some  of  which  Improvements  are  by*  making  by  Settlers  —  That  although  the  pro- 
prietors have  made  large  advances  to  enable  the  said  Inhabitants  to  settle  and  support 
public  worship  and  other  Charges,  yet  large  sums  are  still  wanting  for  supporting  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  and  for  clearing  lloads  and  makmg  them  passable  in  the  said 
Town  — That  the  said  hundred  Acre  lots,  except  what  is  actually  improved,  cannot  be 
,  chai-ged  with  any  sort  of  Taxes  either  by  the  Town  or  the  Proprietors,  although  clearing 
and  preparing  lioads  are  principally  for  their  advantage.  And  praying  that  the  Select- 
men or  Assessors  of  said  Town  for  the  time  being,  may  be  authorized  to  assess  all  the 
unimproved  Lands  one  penny  half  penny  tf*''-  Acre  Yearly,  to  be  applied  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid ;  the  General  Conrt  several  Years  ago  having  granted  a  Tax  of  the  like  kind, 
but  one  of  the  Assessors  dying  and  one  other  refusing  to  act,  the  said  Town  received  no 
benefit  from  the  Grant. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  ununproved  Lands  in  said  Town  of  Windham  by  publishing  the  substance 
of  this  Petition  in  Edes  and  Gills  and  Drapei's  News  papers  three  Weeks  successively  to 
shew  cause  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court  why  the 
prayer  should  not  be  gi'anted.  In  Council,  Read  and  ConcuiTed." —  Council  Records,  vol. 
XXIX.,  p.  279. 

"  Jan.  28,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Caleb  Graflflim  and  Micah  Walker  a  Committee  in  behalf 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Windliam  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  —  Praying  that 
a  Tax  may  be  laid  on  all  the  unimproved  Lands  in  said  Town  of  one  penny  half  penny  4^** 
Acre  yearly  to  enable  them  to  support  the  preaching  of_the  Gospel  and  to  clear  Roads  and 
make  them  passable  in  the  said  Town — as  entered  the  20  day  of  June  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  Answer  of  Nathan  Bowen  and  others,  and 
Ordered  that  James  Gowen  Esq^  with  such  as  the  hou'^'''.  House  may  join,  be  a  Committee 
to  take  the  same  into  consideration  and  report  what  they  may  judge  proper  for  this  Court 
to  do  thereon.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred  and  Cap'.  Mosely 
and  M''.  Pierce  are  joined  with  the  Committee  of  the  honorable  Board."  —  Ibid.,  p.  413. 

"  Feb.  17,  1773.  The  Committee  appointed  the  28  day  of  January  on  the  Petition  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Windham  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  made  the  following 
report  viz*  — 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Windham  and  the  Answer  of  the  proprietors  thereto  have  attended  that  ser- 
vice, fully  heard  the  parties  and  duly  considered  the  same  and  are  of  opinion  that  the 
prayer  of  said  Petition  be  so  far  granted  that  the  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Windham  for 
three  years  next  be  authorized  and  impowered  to  assess  yearly  one  penny  half  penny  an 
Acre  on  every  hundred  Acre  lot  in  said  Town  of  Windham,  not  otherwise  taxed,  except 
Ministerial  and  School  Lands,  and  that  one  half  of  the  Money  raised  by  said  Tax  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  Town  of  Windham  to  be  by  them  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  Minister  and  other  Town  charges,  and  the  other  half  to  be  paid  into  the 
said  Pi-oprietors  Treasury  to  be  by  them  applied  to  the  opening  and  making  passable  such 
Ways  in  said  Town  as  are  not  passable,  and  that  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  that  purpose — AVTiich  is  humbly  submitted  —  James  Gowex  '\j^  Order 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  accordingly. —  Sent  down  tor  Concm-rence." —  Ibid.,  p.  505. 

"Confined'to  a  Town  in  Cumberland  County  in  form  as  usual." — Gov.  Hutchinson  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aucf.  7,  1773  :  "  Mass.  Bar/,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  16. 

*'  Sept.  19,  1780.  tin  the  House  of  Representatives  On  the  Petition  of  Caleb  Graflfam  of 
Windham  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  representing  that  in  the  Year  1773  he  was  chosen 
by  the  said  Town  of  Windham  to  collect  the  sums  a'ssessed  on  the  hundi-ed  acre  lots  there 
agreeably  to  an  Act  of  the  General  Court  entituled  —  *  An  Act  empowering  the  Assessors  of 
the  Town  of  Windham  in  the  Comity  of  Cumberland  to  assess  yearly  for  the  three  Years 
next  ensuing  one  penny  half  penny  per  acre  on  every  of  the  hundi-ed  acre  lots  in  said 
Town  already  lotted  out  &  not  othei-wise  taxed  (ministerial  and  School  lands  in  said  Town 
excepted) ' — That  he  posted  up  Copies  of  the  lists  of  Assessments  committed  to  him  by 
the  Assessors  as  in  &  by  said  act  were  directed,  in  the  Towns  of  Windham  Falmouth  &, 
Marblehead  —  That  he  can  procure  evidence  of  his  having  posted  up  such  notifications  in 
the  Towns  of  Windham  &  Falmouth,  but  on  account  of  the  death  and  removal  of  a  great 
number  of  persons  who  then  lived  in  Marblehead  he  finds  himself  unable  to  obtain  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  their  lieing  posted  up  there  &  therefore  praying  the  Court  to  detenniue 
with  respect  to  the  evidence  of  such  notifications  in  causes  at  Law  wherein  he  may  be  in- 
terested—Resolved that  in  all  causes  or  actions  at  Law  wherein  the  said  Caleb  Graffam 
shall  be  interested  &  wherein  the  proof  of  notifications  as  abovementioned  being  posted  up 
at  the  three  Towns  aforesaid  shall  be  required,  the  oath  of  the  said  Caleb  that  the  same 
were  posted  up  in  the  Town  of  Marblehead  together  with  other  proof  that  they  were  posted 
up  in  the  Towns  of  Falmouth  &  Windham  shall  be  accounted  sufficient  evidence  8s 
the  several  Courts  at  Law  within  this  State  wherein  such  cause  or  action  may  be  depend- 
ing are  hereby  empowered  &  directed  to  receive  the  same  so  accordingly  — In  Council  — 
Read  &  Concm-red  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XL., 
p.  565. 

Chap.  11.  The  article  recommended  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  be  inserted  in  the  instruc- 
tions to  Gov.  Hutchinson, forbidding  him  to  assent  to  any  tax-act  which  did  not  contain  a 
clause  exempting  all  persons  fi'om  being  taxetl  for  official  incomes  not  received  by  virtue  of 
an  act  of  the  provincial  legislature  (see  note  to  1769-70,  chapter  1,  ani!e),  was  accordingly 
prepared,  and  was  numbered  twenty-seven  in  the  list  of  instructions  received  by  him. 

The  date  of  these  instructions  was  Mar.  6,  1771,  and,  in  compliance  therewith,  the  Gov- 
ernor refused  his  assent  to  a  tax  act  on  the  fourth  of  July  of  that  year.  The  present  act 
is  in  t!ic  usu.d  form,  and  makes  no  exception  in  favor  of  the  otli'^ers  of  the  customs.     As 

«  ^If.^  t  l*i"iiited  resolves,  chapter  XULV. 
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this  insfi-uction  was,  in  siil)t;taiice,  renewed  to  Governor  Gage,  and  as  no  evidence  has  been 
discovered  that  it  was  suspended,  or  that  Hutchinson  had  permission  to  disregard  it  in  this 
particular  instance,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  suggest  any  plausible  explanation  of  hig 
conduct  in  signing  this  bill. 

The  following  are  the  proceedings  on  the  tax  bill  of  1771 :  — 

"July  4,  1771.  The  Secretary  went  down  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  the  fol- 
lowing Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  viz'. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  — : 

The  Secretary  has  laid  before  me  an  Engrossed  Bill  intitled  '  An  Act  for  apportioning 
and  assessing  a  Tax  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds '  &c 

I  find  that  this  Bill  is  of  the  same  tenor  with  the  Acts  which  of  late  years  have  been  an- 
nually passed  by  the  General  Com-t.  By  virtue  of  those  Acts  the  Assessors  in  several 
Towns  have  taxed  the  officers  of  the  Crown  who  have  been  resident  in  such  Towns  for  the 
profits  which  they  receive  from  their  Commissions,  although  their  offices  have  no  peculiar 
relation  to  this  Province.  I  doubt  whether  this  could  be  the  intent  of  the  former  Acts,  but 
as  this  constniction  has  been  put  upon  them,  I  cannot  sign  another  Act  in  the  same  form, 
being  expressly  forbid  by  his  Majesty's  27"'  Instruction" from  giving  my  Consent  to  stich 
an  Act  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever.  I  cannot  doubt  of  your  being  of  the  same  senti- 
ment with  me  that  such  a  general  clause  as  is  now  in  the  Bill  which  impowers  the  assess- 
ors to  Tax  all  Commissions  of  profit,  needs  some  qualification,  and  that  it  should  extend 
no  farther  than  to  Commissions  which  peculiarly  relate  to  this  Province,  otherwise  any  of 
his  Majesty's  Servants  who  may  occasionally  reside  here  for  a  short  term  may  be  taxed 
for  the  profit  which  they  receive  from  their  Commissions  and  places  in  Great  Britain  and 
every  other  part  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions.  T.  Hutchinson."  — 

Council  Records,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  119. 

"July  5,  1771.  M^  Hancoclj  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  following  Message  viz'  — 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

The  House  of  Representatives  have  taken  into  consideration  your  Excellency's  Message 
of  this  day.  The  reason  you  are  pleased  to  assign  for  withholding  your  assent  to  the  Tax 
Bill  is  sm-priztng  and  alarming.  We  know  of  no  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Cus- 
toms, nor  of  any  Revenue  his  Majesty  has  a  right  to  establish  in  North  America :  We 
know  and  feel  a  Tribute  levied  and  extorted  fi-om  those,  who  if  they  have  projierty,  have 
a  Right  to  the  absolute  disposal  of  it. 

By  the  Royal  Charter  it  is  expressly  granted  that  the  General  Assembly  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  impose  and  levy  proportionable  and  reasonable  assessments.  Rates 
>  and  Taxes  upon  tlie  Estates  and  Persons  of  all  and  cverij  the  Proprietors  and  Inhabitants 
of  this  Province :  Hence  it  plainly  appears  that  the  power  of  raising  and  levying  Taxes  is 
vested  in  the  General  Assemljly ;  and  that  power  which  has  the  sole  right  of  raising  and 
levying  Taxes,  has  an  uncontroulable  Right  to  order  and  direct  in  what  way  and  manner 
and  7/po7i  7ohom  such  Taxes  shall  be  raised  and  levied.  Therefore  for  your  Excellency  to 
withhold  your  assent  to  this  Bill  merely  by  force  of  Instruction  is  eifectually  vacating  the 
Charter  and  giving  Instructions  the  force  of  Laws  within  this  Province.  Aiid  we  are  con- 
strained to  say  that  your  Excellency's  present  determination  is  to  be  governed  by  them 
tho'  this  should  be  the  consequence.  We  must  further  observe  that  such  a  doctrine,  if  es- 
tablished, would  render  the  Representatives  of  a  free  people,  mere  Machines ;  and  they 
would  be  reduced  to  this  fatal  alternative  either  to  have  no  Taxes  levied  and  raised  at  all, 
or  to  have  them  raised  and  levied  in  such  way  and  manner  and  upon  those  only  whom  his 
Majesty  pleases. 

As  to  the  operation  of  Law  mentioned  in  your  Excellencys  Message  the  Law  of  this 
Province,  at  least  in  this  respect,  has  rightly  operated  as  it  ever  ought  to,  and  we  know  no 
reason  nor  any  semblence  of  reason  why  the  Commissioners,  their  superior  or  subordinate 
officers  who  are  equally  protected  with  the  other  Inhabitants,  should  be  exempted  fi'om 
paying  their  full  proportion  of  Taxes  for  the  support  of  Government  within  this  Province." 
—  Ibid.,  p.  125. 

"  I  shall  only  observe  upon  your  Message  presented  me  this  day  in  Answer  to  my  Mes- 
sage to  you  of  yesterday,  that  whatever  may  be  the  Rights  of  the  General  Assembly  in 
matters  of  Taxation,  the  Crown  hath  certainly  reserved  to  itself  the  Prerogative  of  disal- 
lowing every  Law  of  what  natm-e  soever ;  and  as  the  disallowance  of  a  Tax  Act,  after  it  is 
in  part  executed,  would  cause  great  perplexity,  I  think  that  his  Majesty's  Instruction 
pointing  out  to  you,  through  me  his  Servant,  those  parts  of  yom-  Tax  Acts  which  he  disap- 
proves of,  should  be  considered  as  an  instance  of  his  tenderness  and  paternal  regard  to  his 
Subjects  and  that  it  is  not  liable  to  the  least  exception.  I  shall  transmit  my  Message  and 
this  your  extraordinary  Answer  to  be  laid  before  his  Maiesty."— Extract  from  Gov.  Hutch- 
inson's speech  to  the  House,  July  5,  1771 :  ibid,,  p.  129. 

The  committee  appointed  upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Taunton, 
praying  for  a  settlement  of  the  bounds  between  Taunton  and  Middleborough,  having  re- 
ported April  19,  1771,  they,— 

"  At  the  same  time  laid  before  the  Court  an  Account  of  their  tiine  and  expences  in  the 
above  aff"air;  upon  which  the  following  Order  passed  viz'.  In  Council,  Read  and  sent 
down. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  four- 
teen shillings  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  to  the  said  Committee,  and 
that  the  said  Sum  be  laid  on  the  To\vn  of  Taunton  in  the  next  Tax  Act.  In  Council,  Read 
and  ConcuiTed,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor." — Ibid.,  vol.  XX  VIII.,  p.  521. 

"  May  31,  1771.  The  House  took  into  Consideration  the  Circumstances  of  such  Towns 
in  the  Province  as  have  not  returned  Members  to  the  General  Assemljly  the  present  Year, 
and  Ordered,  Tliat  the  further  Consideration  thereof  be  referred  till  To-MoiTow  Eleven 
o'clock." —  House  Journal,  p.  13. 
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"  June  1,  1771.  The  House  according  to  Order  enter'd  Into  the  further  Consideration  of 
the  Circumstances  of  such  Towns  as  have  return'd  no  Members  to  represent  them  in  this 
Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  a  Fine  be  laid  upon  each  of  the  following  Towns  for  neglecting  to  return 
Members  to  this  Assembly,  viz. 

Hanover,  in  the  sum  of .        .         Nme  Pounds, 

Middleton, Nine  Pounds, 

Scarborough, Fifteen  Pounds, 

Eastham  and  Wellfleet, Ten  Pounds, 

Sunderland  and  Montague, Ten  Pou7ids, 

Dudlerj, Ten  Pounds, 

North-Yarmouth, Ten  Pounds, 

Northfield,  ..........         Eight  Pounds, 

Easton, Seveii  Pounds, 

Plympton, Tioelve  Potmds, 

Tewksbury,         .        .        . Seven  Pounds, 

Dracut, Seven  Pounds, 

Lincoln, Eight  Pounds, 

Acton, Eicjht  Pounds, 

Wenham Eight  Pounds, 

Edgartown, Ten  Pounds." 

—  Ibid.,  p.  15. 
"  June  20,  1771.    The  House  entered  into  further  Consideration  of  the  Circumstances  of 

such  To^vns  as  had  returned  no  Members  to  this  Court. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  following  Sums  be  assessed  on  the  Towns  hereafter  men- 
tioned, for  then-  neglectmg  to  return  Members  to  the  General  Assembly  the  present  Year, 
viz. 

Bellingham,  in  the  Sum  of Six  Pounds. 

Littleton Twelve  Pounds, 

Wilmington, Six  Pounds. 

Ilolliston, Ten  Pounds. 

Dunstable,. Five  Pounds. 

Edgartoion, Ten  Pounds. 

Leominster, Seven  Poia\ds. 

Ilardioiek, Twelve  Pounds 

Western, Eight  Pounds. 

Petersham, Ten  Porinds. 

Westminster, Seven  Pounds. 

Sandisfield, '   .         Eight  Pounds. 

Richmond  &  Lenox,  Eight  Pounds,  to  pay  the  same  severally  in  Proportion,  as  they  are 
respectively  taxed."  —  Ibid.,  p.  66. 

"  May  29,  1772.  The  House  tools  into  Consideration  the  Circumstances  of  those  Towns 
which  return'd  no  Members,  and  thereupon,  Ordered,  That  a  Fine  be  laid  on  the  several 
Towns  iaereafter  mention'd  as  follows,  viz. 

Southborough Ten  Pounds, 

Grafton, Ten  Pounds, 

Hardwick,  ...........  Ten  Pounds, 

Littleton,  Twelve  Pounds, 

Teioksbury, Ten  Poiinds, 

Ilolliston, Ten  Pounds, 

Wenham, Five  Pounds, 

Northfield, Ten  Pounds, 

Middleton, Ten  Pounds, 

Methuen, Ten  Pounds, 

North-Yarmouth, Fifteen  Pounds, 

Dudley Nine  Pounds, 

Sturbridge, Ten  Pounds, 

Leominster Ni7ie  Pounds, 

Kinnston Twelve  Pounds." 

—  Ibid.,  p.  10. 
"  June  2,  1772.    The  House  entered  into  the  further  Consideration  of  the  Circumstances 

of  such  To^vns  as  have  return'd  no  Members  to  the  General  Assembly  the  present  Year : 
And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  Fme  be  laid  upon  each  of  the  Towns  hereafter  Jiamed,  for  neglecting  to 
return  a  Representative  to  the  (Jeneral  Assembly,  in  the  Sums  following,  viz. 

Wilmington, Ten  Pounds, 

Acton, Ten  Pounds, 

Dunstable Ten  Pounds, 

Lincoln, Ten  Pounds, 

Westminster, Six  Pounds, 

Brunswick,  and  the  District  of  Harpsioell,  ] 

to  be  proportion'd  as  they  shall  be     >•  .       .       .       .        Fifteen  Pounds, 
assess'd  in  the  Tax  Bill.  J 

Sandisfield, Ten  Pounds, 

Dracut, Ten  Pounds." 

—  Ibid.,  p.  IS. 
"  June  5,  1772.    A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plympton,  praying  that  a 
Fine  impos'd  upon  said  Town  for  neglecting  to  return  a  Representative  the  last  Year,  may 
be  remitted,  for  Reasons  mentioned. 

Read  and  committed  to  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Bigelow  ol  IFbrces<er,  and  Capt.  Heath."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  26. 
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"Juno  9,  1772.    The  Committee  on  tlie  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Pli/mpion,  reported. 
Ordered,  That  the  Prayer  be  granted  accordingly ;  and  that  the  Fine  impos'd  on  said 
Town  of  Ttoelve  Pounds  for  not  returning  a  Representative  the  last  Year  be  remitted. 
And  the  Treasurer  is  directed  not  to  assess  the  said  Town  therefor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  35. 

"  June  17,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Samuel  March  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Scarborough  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland  —  Setting  forth — That  the  s<*.  Town  was  fined  in  the  sum  of 
ten  pounds  in  the  Year  1770,  and  the  sum  of  Fifteen  pounds  in  1771.  for  not  sending  a 
Representative  to  the  General  Court  in  those  Years.  And  as  the  said  Town  have  not  neg- 
lected to  send  a  Representative  for  twenty  Years  past,  except  in  one  or  two  Instances 
beside  those  aforementioned  and  have  lately  been  at  great  expence  in  settling  a  Minister 
and  have  suffered  near  five  hundred  pounds  lawful  Money  by  means  of  defective  Collect- 
ors of  Taxes  and  otherwise  sustained  great  losses,  Praying  that  the  s'*.  Fines  may  be 
remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  this  Petition  be  granted ; 
that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  into  the  Hands  of  M''.  Samuel 
March  for  the  use  of  the  Town  of  Scarborough  the  sum  of  Ten  pounds  being  the  sum  as- 
sessed on  said  To^vn  for  neglecting  to  return  a  Representative  to  the  General  Assembly  in 
the  Year  1770,  and  also  that  the  Fine  laid  on  said  Town  for  omitting  to  return  a  Represen- 
tative in  the  Year  1771.  be  remitted.  In  Council,  Read  &  Concurred  Consented  to  by  the 
Governor." —  Council  Records,  vol.,  XKIX.,  p.  269. 

"June  19,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Capt.  Ephraim  Doolittle,  Representative  of  the  Town 
of  Petersham,  praying  that  a  Fine  laid  on  said  Town  for  omitting  to  return  a  Represen- 
tative the  last  Year  may  be  remitted,  for  Reasons  mentioned. 

Read  and  committed  to  Col.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Allen  and  Col.  Whitcomb."  —  House  Journal, 
p.  61. 

"  June  27,  1772.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Capt.  Ephraim  Doolittle,  reported 
that  the  Fine  laid  upon  the  Town  of  Petersham  for  not  returning  a  Member  as  mentioned 
in  the  Petition,  be  remitted. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  remitted  accordingly."  —  Ibid.,  p.  80. 

"June  29,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Thomas  Cooke,  Esq;  praying  that  a  Fine  of  Te7i 
Pounds  laid  on  the  Town  of  Edgarimvn,  for  not  returning  a  Member  the  last  Year  may  be 
remitted,  for  Reasons  mentioned. 

Read  and  committed  to  Col.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Raioson,  and  Col.  Murray,"  —  Ibid.,  p.  81. 

"  July  6,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Thoinas  Brigden,  Esq ;  in  Behalf  of  the  Town  of  West- 
minster, praying  that  a  Fine  laid  on  the  Town  for  not  returning  a  Member  to  this  Coui-t 
the  present  Year,  and  also  another  Fine  for  not  returning  a  Member  the  last  Year,  may  be 
remitted,  for  Reasons  mention'd. 

Read  and  committed  to  Capt.  Broiun  of  Abington,  Mr.  Dennie  and  Col.  Bowers."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  93. 

"July  7,  1772.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Brigden,  Esq;  in  Behalf  of 
the  Town  of  Westminister,  enter'd  the  6th  Instant,  reported. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Prayer  be  granted,  and  that  the  Fines  laid  on 
said  Town  for  not  returning  a  Member  to  this  Court,  for  the  Years  1771  and  1772,  be 
remitted."  —  Ibid.,  p.  96. 

"  Jan.  12,  1773.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New-Gloucester,  praying  that  their  Tax 
to  the  Province  for  the  present  Year,  may  be  remitted  for  Reasons  mentioned. 

Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Tijng,  Col.  Thayer,  Col.  Bowers,  Mr.  Ilobson,  and  Capt. 
Heath. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Peirsonton.  Also  a  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New- 
Boston,  eacli  praying  for  a  Remission  of  their  Taxes. 

Read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  New-Gloucester. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Partridgejielcl,  praying  for  a  Remission  of  their  Prov- 
ince Tax. 
Read  and  Ordered  to  lie."  —  Ibid.,  pp.  151  and  152. 

"  Jan.  18,  1773.  A  Petition  of  David  StocJcbridge,  Esq ;  praying  that  a  Fine  laid  on  the 
Town  of  Hanover,  for  not  returning  a  Member  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1770,  may  be 
remitted. 
Read  and  committed  to  Dr.  Tufts,  Mr.  Gorham  and  Mr.  Bigelow."  —  Ibid.,  p.  163. 
"Jan.  19,  1773.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  David  Stockbridge,  Es(i;  reported, 
that  the  Fine  laid  on  the  Town  of  Hanover  for  omitting  to  return  a  Member  to  the  General 
Court  in  1771,  be  remitted. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Fine  be  remitted  accordingly." — Ibid., 
p.  167. 

"May  28,  1773.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Winthrop,  praying  to  be  exempted 
fi'om  a  Provincial  Tax  for  live  Years. 

Read  and  coranntted  to  Mr.  Ellis  of  Dedham,  Capt.  Brown,  Mr.  Allen,  Capt.  Gray,  Col. 
Lincoln,  Mr.  Fisher  and  Capt.  White."  —  Ibid.,  p.  16. 

"  May  29,  1773.  The  House  took  into  Consideration  the  Cu-cumstances  of  such  Towns 
as  have  not  rctum'd  Persons  to  serve  as  Representatives  in  this  Court  the  present  Year. 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  several  Towns  hereafter  mentioned,  be  assessed  in  the 
following  Sums,  viz. 

Bellingham,  eight  Pounds.  Manchester,  nine  Pounds. 

Medwa}',  twelve  Pounds.  'Methuen,  fourteen  Pounds. 

Needham,  twelve  Pounds.  Warehani,  six  Pounds. 

Townsliend  and  Ashby,  ten  Pounds.  Du-n-hnxj,  twelve  Pounds. 

Bedford,  ten  Pounds.  Holden,  eiqht  Pounds. 

y^estovCi,  fourteen  Pounds.  Grafton,  eleven  Pounds. 

Tewksbuiy,  eight  Pounds.  Sturbvidge,  fourteeni  Pounds, 

Acton,  ten  Pounds.  Dudley,  teii  Pounds. 
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Littleton,  twelve  Pounds.  Leominster,  twelve  Pounds. 

Dracut,  ten  Pounds.  Upton,  six  Pounds. 

Lincoln,  nine  Pounds.  Western,  eleven  Pounds. 

Wilmington,  eight  Pounds.  Ilainbam,  ten  Pounds. 

Holliston,  twelve  Pounds.  Berlclcy,  seven  Pounds. 

Wenliam,  seven  Pounds.  Truro,  ni^ie  Pounds. 

Middletou,  nine  Pounds.  Edgartown,  nine  Pounds. 

Dunstable,  nine  Pounds'."  — Ibid.,  p.  18. 

"May  31,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Joseph  North  and  Gideon  Gardner,  Agents  for  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Plantation  called  Gardner' s-Toivn,  i^raying  that  their  Taxes  may  be  re- 
mitted or  abated,  for  Reasons  mentioned. 

Read  and  Ordered,  I'hat  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Winthrop,  consider  this  Petition  also  and  report."  —  Ibid.,  p.  22. 

"  June  1,  1773.  The  House  according  to  Order  entered  into  the  Consideration  of  the  Ex- 
pediency of  a  Tax- Act  the  present  Year.    And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sum  of  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds  be  raised  the  present  Year,  by 
Way  of  a  Tax,  on  the  rateable  Polls  and  Estates ;  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr. 
Gorham,  Capt.  White  of  BrooJdine,  Col.  Orne  and  Col.  Gilbert,  be  a  Committee  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  said  Purpose."  —  Ibid.,  p.  23. 

"  June  2,  1773.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New-Gloucester,  praying  an  Abatement 
of  Taxes. 

Read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of  the  Town 
of  Winthrop."  —  Ibid.,  p.  26. 

"June  5,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Capt.  John  Gray,  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Kingston,  pray- 
ing that  a  Fine  laid  on  said  Town  the  last  Year  for  omitting  to  return  a  Member  to  the 
General  Court,  may  be  remitted. 

Read  and  committed  to  Capt.  Nye,  Capt.  Bragdon  and  Mr.  Bliss."  — Ibid.,  p.  33. 

"June  8,  1773.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Partridgejicld,  praying  for  an  Abate- 
ment of  their  Taxes. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of  the  Town 
of  Winthrop,  consider  this  Petition  and  report."  —  Ibid.,  p.  39. 

"  June  10,  1773.  The  House  reconsidered  their  Vote  to  raise  the  Sum  of  Fifteen  Thou- 
sand Pounds,  and  Resolved,  That  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Thousand  six  Ilundred'and  ticenty- 
five  Pounds,  be  raised  by  Way  of  Tax  on  Rateable  Polls  and  Estates  the  present  Y^ear."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  44. 

"June  11,  1773.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Royalston,  praying  an  Abatement  of 
their  Taxes. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of  the  To^vn 
of  Winthrop,  consider  this  Petition  also,  and  report."  —  Ibid.,  p.  47. 

"  June  12,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Joseph  Buckminster,  Esq ;  and  others,  Agents  for  the 
lovm  of  Framinghani,  setting  forth  that  said  Town  by  Means  of  an  Act  of  the  General 
Court,  have  been  obliged  to  pay  into  the  Province  Treasiuy  the  Sum  of  fifty-four  Pounds 
thirteen  Shillings  and  three  Pence  half-penny,  as  mentioned  in  the  Petition,  which  they 
apprehend  to  be  against  Right ;  and  therefore  pray  the  Consideration  and  Relief  of  thia 
Court. 

Read  and  committed  to  Col.  Worthington,  Col.  Leonard  and  Mr.  Payne."  —  Ibid.,  p.  51. 

"  June  24,  1773.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Capt.  John  Gray,  in  Behalf  of  the 
Town  of  Kingston,  reported  that  the  Prayer  be  granted ;  and  that  the  Fine  laid  on  said 
Town  for  not  sending  a  Member  to  the  General  Court  in  the  Year  1772,  be  remitted."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  80. 

"June  25,  1773-  The  Committee  on  the  Petitions  of  Royalston,  Winthrop,  Bellingham 
and  Belehertoivn,  praying  an  Abatement  of  their  Taxes,  reported.  Ordered,  That  said 
Petitions  be  dismiss'd."  —  Ibid.,  p.  84. 

"  Feb.  4,  1774.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  the  Town  of  Hardwick  was 
fined  by  the  House  for  not  returning  a  member  to  the  General  Court  in  the  year  1771  the 
sum  of  twelve  pounds,  which  Fine  was  remitted  to  said  Town  in  the  last  Session  of  this 
Com-t;  nevertheless  the  said  Town  is  taxed  for  the  same. — Resolved  that  there  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasiuy  into  the  hands  of  Cap'.  Paul  Mandel  the  sum  of 
twelve  pounds  for  the  use  of  the  said  Town  of  Hardwick.  In  Council,  Read  and  Con- 
curred, Consented  to  by  the  Governor. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  the  Town  of  Kingston  was  Fined  by  this 
House  for  not  returning  a  member  to  the  General  Court  in  the  year  1772  the  sum  of  twelve 
liounds,  which  Fine  was  remitted  to  said  Town  in  the  last  Session  of  this  Court,  neverthe- 
less the  said  Town  is  taxed  for  the  same.  Resolved  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  public  Treasury  into  the  hands  of  Cap'.  John  Gray  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  for  the 
use  of  said  Ton-n  of  Kingston.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concm-red  Consented  to  by  the 
Governor."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  153. 

"Feb.  17,  1774.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  there  be  paid  out  of 
tlie  public  Treasury  to  Barnabas  Freeman  Representative  for  the  Town  of  Eastham  and 
District  of  Wellleet  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  eleven  shillings  &  eight  pence  for  tlie  use  of 
the  said  Eastham,  and  also  the  sum  of  four  pounds  eight  sLillings  and  four  pence  for  the 
use  of  said  Welfleat,  being  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  which  sum  said  Town  and 
District  was  fined  and  as'sessed  in  the  last  Tax  Act  for  not  sending  any  person  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  Great  and  General  Court  in  tlie  year  1770.  — In  Council,  Read  and  Con- 
curred, Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  190. 

"Feb.  24,  1774.  A  Petition  of  John  Child  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  Town  of 
Ilolden— Setting  fortli— Tliat  a  Fine  was  laid  on  the  said  Town,  the  last  Session  of  this 
Court,  for  not  sending  a  Representative.  And,  as  the  said  Town  consists  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  poor  people,  has  many  Roads  and  Bridges  to  support  and  are  about  settling  a  Min- 
ister, Praying  that  the  said  Fine  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  On  the  Petition  of  John  Child  and  others  in  behalf  of 
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the  Town  of  Iloldcn  praying  that  a  Fine  of  eight  pounds  laid  on  said  Town  at  the  last 
Session  of  this  Coiu-t  maybe  remitted  —  Resolved  that  the  Province  Treasurer  be  and 
hereby  is  durected  to  pay  to  M''.  Phinehas  Heywood  for  the  use  of  the  Town  of  Ilolden 
aforesaid  the  said  sum  of  eight  pounds.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to 
by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  215. 

"June  10,  1774.  A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Needham  —  Praying  that 
the  Fine  laid  op  the  said  Town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court  in 
the  year  1773,  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives — Resolved  that  the  prayer  be  gi-anted  and  that  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasmy  into  the  hands  of  the  Selectmen  for  the  use 
of  the  Town  of  Needham  twelve  pounds  being  the  sura  assessed  on  the  said  Town  for  neg- 
lecting to  return  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court  in  the  year  1773.  In  Council, 
Read  and  ConcuiTed,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  304. 

"June  11,  1774.  A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Wareham  in  the  County  of  Plymouth 
Praying  that  the  Fine  laid  on  the  said  Town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  the  last  year 
may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives — Resolved  that  the  sum -of  Six  pounds  laid  on  the 
Town  of  Wareham  by  the  General  Court  at  their  Session  in  May  1773  as  a  Fine  for  not 
Bedding  a  Representative  be  remitted,  and  that  the  sum  of  six  pounds  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury  of  this  Province  to  Cap'.  Ebenezer  White  for  the  use  of  the  said  Town  of 
Wareham ;  they  having  been  taxed  for  the  same.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Con- 
sented to  by  the  Governor. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Read  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Westford  —  Praying  that  the  Fine  laid 
on  the  said  Town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  the  last  year  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Resolved  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury  into  the  hands  of  M"'.  Joseph  Read  for  the  use  of  the  Town  of  Westford 
the  sum  of  fourteen  pounds  being  the  sum  assessed  on  said  Town  for  neglecting  to  return 
a  Representative  to  the  General  Court  the  last  year.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred, 
Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  305. 

"June  14,  1774.  A  Petition  of  Jonathan  Adams  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Medway  — 
Praying  that  a  Fine  laid  on  the  said  Town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General 
Court  the  last  year,  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  foregoing  Petition  be 
granted  and  the  Fine  laid  upon  the  Town  of  Medway  mentioned  in  this  Petition  being 
twelve  pounds  be  accordingly  remitted  to  them  and  the  Province  Treasurer  is  accordingly 
directed  to  pay  to  Cap'.  Jonathan  Adams  for  the  use  of  said  Town  the  said  sum,  it  appear- 
ing that  they  have  been  assessed  for  the  same.  In  Council,  Read  and  ConcuiTed,  Con- 
sented to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  310. 

"  June  15,  1774.  A  Petition  of  Israel  Nichols  of  Leominster,  in  behalf  of  the  said  Town 
Praying  that  the  several  Fines  laid  on  the  said  Town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  in 
the  years  1771,  177'2  &  1773  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  said  Petition 
be  so  far  granted  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Province  Treasury  the  sum  of  twelve  iiounds 
to  M''.  Israel  Nichols  for  the  use  of  said  Town  of  Leominster ;  said  sum  being  added  to 
their  Province  Tax  the  last  yeait  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  the 
Governor. 

A  Petition  of  George  Partridge  of  Duxborough  in  behalf  of  the  said  Town  —  Praying 
that  a  fine  laid  upon  the  said  Town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court 
the  last  year,  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  said  Petition 
be  gi'anted,  and  that  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  be  paid  out  of  the  Province  Treasury  to 
M"'.  George  Partridge  for  the  use  of  the  Town  of  Duxborough ;  said  sum  of  twelve  pounds 
being  added  to  their  Province  Tax  the  last  year.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Con- 
Beated  to  by  the  Governor. 

*  *    .      A  Petition  of  Abiel  Sadler  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Upton— Praying 

that  the  Fine  laid  on  the  said  Town  the  last  year  lor  not  sending  a  Representative,  may  be 
remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  the  prayer  be  granted,  and  that  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  into  the  hands  of  Abiel  Sadler  for  the  use 
of  the  Town  of  Upton  the  sum  of  Six  pounds  being  the  sura  assessed  on  said  Town  for 
neglecting  to  return  a  Representative  to  the  General  Asscraljly  in  the  year  1773— In  Coun- 
cil, Read  and  I'oncurrcd    Cou.icnted  to  hy  t!ie  (Governor."  —  Ibid.,  pp.  3IG  and  31S. 

"  June  16,  1774.  A  Petition  of  Joseph  Danforth  and  others  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of 
Dunstable— Praying  that  the  Fines  laid  on  the  said  Town  in  the  years  1770  &  1773  may 
be  remitted ;  the  said  Town  being  unable  in  those  years  to  send  a  Representative. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  tliat  the  prayer  of  the  foregoing  Petition  bo 
gi-anted,  and  the  Fines  mentioned  in  this  Petition  being  twenty-nine  pounds  in  the  whole, 
which  was  taxed  on  the  said  Town  in  the  year  1770  &  in  the  year  1773  be  remitted  to  them, 
.ind  the  Province  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  repay  the  same  out  of  the  Province 
Treasury  to  Jolm  Tyng  Esq'",  for  the  nse  of  said  Town.  In  Council,  Read  and  Con- 
curred   Consented  to  l)y  the  Governor. 

A  Petition  of  .  oha  Sherman  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Grafton — Praying  that  the  Fines 
laid  on  the  said  Town  in  the  years'l772  &  1773  for  not  sending  a  Representative  may  be 
remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives— Read  and  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be 
BO  far  granted  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  the  sum  of  eleven 
pounds  to  the  Petitioner  for  the  use  of  said  Town  of  Grafton  in  full  of  the  Assessment 
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mentioned  in  said  Petition.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

*********** 

A  Petition  of  Josiah  Hartwell  of  Littleton  in  behalf  of  the  said  Town  Praying  that  the 
sum  of  thu-ty-six  pounds  assessed  on  the  said  Town,  the  tliree  last  years,  for  not  sending 
a  Representative  may  be  remitted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  of  Josiah 
Hartwell  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Littleton  be  so  far  granted  that  there  be  allowed  and 
*  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  into  the  hands  of  M"'.  Josiah  Hartwell  for  the  use  of  the 
Town  of  Littleton  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  being  one  third  part  of  the  sum  assessed  on 
said  Town  for  neglecting  to  return  a  Representative  to  the  General  Assembly  the  three 
last  years.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concui-red  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  pp. 
319,  320  ayid  322. 

"  A  Tax  Act  which  alters  the  Proportion  of  the  several  Towns  but  the  money  must  have 
been  dra\TO  in  though  in  a  different  proportion  if  this  Act  had  not  passed." —  Gov.  Hutch- 
inson to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Aug.  7,  1773:  "Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  16. 

"  June  27,  1777.  *In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  There  was  a  fine  of  four- 
teen pounds  ten  shillings  laid  on  the  Town  of  Harpswell  for  not  returning  a  Representa- 
tive to  the  General  Coxirt  for  the  Years,  One  thousand  Seven  huncU-ed  and  Seventy  One 
and  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Seventy  Two,  and  it  appearing  to  this  Court  that 
the  Town  of  Harpswell  was  not  notified  liy  the  Town  of  Brunswick  to  choose  a  Repre- 
sentative, therefore — Resolved  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Piiljlic  Treasury 
of  this  State  to  the  Selectmen  of  Harpswell  or  their  Order  for  the  Use  of  the  said  Town  of 
Harpswell  the  Sum  of  Fouiteen  pounds  ten  shillings  they  giving  a  receipt  of  the  Same — 
In  Coimcil — Read  and  Concurred  —  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Council 
Records,  vol.  XXXVII., p.  108. 

Chap.  15.  "To  alter  the  tune  of  holding  the  Superior  Court  for  Middlesex."  —  Gov. 
Hutchitison  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  58. 

Chap.  16.  "  Jan.  31,  1774.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hopkins  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  enable  Persons  to  bring  and  maintain  Actions  of  Debt  upon  Judgments  obtained  in  the 
Courts  of  Law  in  other  Governments."  —  House  Journal,  p.  112. 

"  Mar.  8,  1774.  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq ;  came  down  from  the  Council  Board  to  propose  an 
Amendment  on  the  BiU  to  enable  Persons  to  bring  and  maintain  Actions  of  Debt  on  Judg- 
ments had  in  other  Colonies,  and  propos'd  an  Amendment  thereon. 

The  House  took  the  propos'd  Amendment  into  Consideration ;  and  thereupon.  Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Adams  acquaint  the  honorable  Board  that  this  House  do  concur  therein."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  239. 

"  To  make  the  Record  of  a  Judgment  in  the  neighbouring  Colonies  evidence  equal  to 
the  Judgment  itself.  As  the  Superior  Court  have  been  in  doubt  whether  such  Record 
could  be  admitted  the  Provision  by  the  Act  becomes  necessary." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  n,  1774:  "Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p..  .")8. 

(5  3.  It  is  probable  that  the  words  "  have  removed,"  or  some  equivalent  expression, 
after  the  word  "aforesaid"  m  the  fifth  line  of  this  section  were  inadvertently  omitted  by 
the  printers ;  but  as  both  the  engrossment  and  the  original  bill  are  missing  from  the  State 
archives,  this  conjecture  is  only  supported  by  the  preamble,  and  the  context. 

^  4.  "The"  was  probably  omitted,  in  the  same  manner,  between  "maintain"  and 
"same"  in  the  sixth  line  of  this  section. 

Chap.  17.  "Feb.  17,  1774.  Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Darby  bring  in  a  BUI 
for  regulating  the  Workhouse  in  Salem."  —  House  Journal,  p.  169. 

"Respects  the  Workhouse  in  the  Town  of  Salem  and  gives  no  greater  power  to  the 
Overseers  than  the  Laws  before  gave  to  Select  Men." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774 :    "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  58. 

Chap.  18.  "  Jan.  29,  1774.  A  Petition  of  Israel  Hewens,  and  others,  living  in  the  West 
Part  of  the  Town  of  StocJcbridge,  praying  to  be  set  off  into  a  District  or  Parish. 

Also  a  Petition  of  Johannes  Milknear,  and  others,  living  in  the  West  Part  of  the  Town 
of  Sfockhridge,  praying  to  be  set  off  to  the  Town  of  Alford. 

These  two  Petitions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  'tUl  the  Member  from 
Stockbridye  shall  come  into  the  House."  —  House  Journal,  p.  109. 

"  Feb.  16,  1774.  A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Stockbridge,  praying 
to  be  set  off  into  a  District. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  BUI  for  that  Purpose." 
—  Ibid.,p.  160. 

"  Incorporates  a  new  Town  by  the  name  of  West  Stockbridge," —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  58. 

Chap.  19.  "  June  11,  1773.  A  Petition  of  Jonathan  Field  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the 
Easterly  part  of  the  Town  of  Sunderland  —  Setting  forth.  That  they  are  severed  fi-om  the 
westerly  part  of  the  said  Town  by  an  impassable  ridge  of  Mountains,  and  that  the  number 
of  Families  aheady  settled  in  the  said  East  part  is  aliout  thirty  and  their  numl)er  con- 
stantly increasing.  And  praying,  in  order  to  relieve  them  from  the  many  difficulties  they 
now  labour  under,  that  the  said  Easterly  part  of  Sunderland,  as  bounded  and  described  in 
the  Petition,  may  be  incorporated  into  a  Town,  and  ho  invested  with  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  which  Towns  in  this  Province  enjoy  excepting  that  of  sending  a  Representa- 
tive to  the  General  Court. 

Til  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  foregoing  Petition  was  read  and  thereupon 
Ordered  that  the  Town  of  Sunderland  be  notified  of  the  contents  thereof  and  that  they 

♦  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CAii. 
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have  day  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  tlie  next  sitting  of  the  Genernl  Court  to  answer  to 
the  said  Petition  and  to  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not 
be  granted;  and  that  for  the  notifying  of  the  said  Town  of  Sunderland,  the  Petitioners 
Bhali  cause  the  Town  Clerk  of  the  said  Town  to  he  served  with  a  Copy  of  the  same  Peti- 
tion and  of  this  Order  attested  by  the  Secretary  fifteen  days  before  the  said  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  Session  of  this  Court.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." —  Council  Rec- 
ords, vol.  XXX.,p.  33. 

"  Feb.  16,  1774.  A  Petition  of  Jonathan  Field  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  easterly 
part  of  the  To'OTI  of  Sunderland  —  Praying  to  be  Incorporated  into  a  separate  Town  —  as 
entered  the  U"'  day  of  June  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again,  together  with  the  Answer,  and  Ordered  that  William  Sever 
with  such  as  may  be  joined  by  the  hon'^'e.  House  be  a  Committee  to  tal.e  the  same  into 
consideration,  hear  tlie  parties  and  report.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and 
Concurred  and  M''.  Cutt  and  M"".  Swift  are  joined."  —  Ibid.,  p.  180. 

"Feb.  25,  1774.  The  Committee  appointed  the  16'i»  instant  to  take  into  consideration 
the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Field  and  others  Inhaltitants  of  the  easterly  part  of  the  Town  of 
Sunderland  and  the  Answer  thereto  — having  considered  the  same  reported  their  opinion 
that  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition  be  granted  and  that  the  Petitioners  be  Incorporated 
into  a  separate  Town  or  District  accordingly.  In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered 
that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  Ijring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  their 
Petition.    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred."  — /6?rf.,  p.  221. 

"Another  Act  of  Incorporation  by  the  name  of  Leverett." — Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774:  ''Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  58. 

Chap.  20.  June  2,  1772.  A  Petition  of  David  Butt,  and  others.  Inhabitants  of  a  Tract 
of  Land  mention'd  in  the  Petition,  praying  that  their  Lands  may  be  annexed  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Wilbraham. 

Read  and  committed  to  Col.  Day,  Col.  Walker  and  Dr.  Taylor."  —  House  Journal, 
p.  17. 

"Junes,  1772.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  David  Bent,*  and  others,  reported. 
And  thereui>oii, 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioner  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  "BiW."  —  Ibid.,  p.  25. 

"Feb.  1,  1774.  A  Petition  of  David  Butt,  and  others,  praying  that  a  certain  Tract  of 
Land  may  be  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Wilbraham. 

Read  and  committed  to  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Gardner  of  Stoio,  and  Dr.  Holton."  —  Ibid., 
p.  115. 

"  Annexes  lands  not  within  the  bounds  of  any  Township  to  Wilbraham.  Wlien  Con- 
necticut received  the  Towns  which  revolted  from  this  Government  in  1749  according  to  a 
Line  which  they  claimed  Part  of  Somers  remained  in  this  Province  and  are  the  lands, now 
annexed  to  Wilbraham." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774:  "Mass. 
Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  S2,  P.^j.,  58. 

Chap.  21.  "To  his  Excelency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq''.  Captain  General  and  com- 
mander in  Cheif  in  and  over  his  Majcstys  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New 
England  To  the  Honourable  his  Majcstys  council  and  the  Honourable  House  of  llcpre- 
acntotives  of  Said  Province  in  General!  Court  Asseml)lcd  —  January  26;.'^  A  :'D  :  1774. 

The  Inhabitants  of  a  New  plantation  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  in  Said  Province  Called 
Freetown  and  Jeremi  Squom  Island  Humbly  Sheweth  that  your  Petitioners  consist  of 
more  Than  one  Hundred  Famalys  have  long  Laboured  under  the  Disadvantage  of  being 
unincorporated  l)vwlufh  we  are  depriv'd  of  many  Blessings  of  civil  Societys,  being  distitute 
of  the  Power  of  Settleing  a  Gospel  Minister  of  Jesus  Christ  and  Of  chuseing  a  school  Mas- 
ter and  of  Raising  Taxes  for  their  Support  and  Likewise  the  Assesing  the  Province  & 
County  Rate,  and  of  Laying  out  Roads  for  the  Benilit  of  said  Plantation  all  which  is  to 
the  great  Disadvantage  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Plantation  and  Whereas  your  Humble 
Petitioners  have  llaizd  a  Frame  for  a  Meeting  house  for  the  further  Promoting  of  the  Gos- 
pel and  are  very  desirous  to  Settle  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel  among  us  Your  Patitioners 
humbly  Pi'ay  your  Excellency  and  Honours  to  take  this  our  Petition  into  your  wise  con- 
sideration and  that  The  Said  Distrest  Plantation  Bounding  Northerly  on  new  Castle  East- 
erly on  the  Town  of  Boothbay  Southerly  on  the  Cross  river  So  called  and  Westerly  on 
Sheepscott  River  mount  Sweeg  bay  So  as  to  Include  Jeremi  Squom  Island  the  Said  New 
Plantation  Being  about  Seven  miles  in  Length  and  five  in  Breadth  — May  be  Incorporated 
into  a  Town,  and  l)e  invested  with  all  The  rights  andpriveledges  Belonging  or  appertaining 
to  an  Incorporated  Town  agreable  To  the  Royall  charter  and  the  Severall  Acts  of  the 
Province  Relative  to  Towns  Incoi-porated  And  your  Humble  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound 
will  ever  Pray  &c."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  118,  p.  760. 

"  An  Act  of  Incorporation  by  the  name  of  Edgecomb."  —  Gor.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  58. 

Chap.  22.  "  Feb.  24,  1774.  A  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  a  Plantation  called  Ncw' 
Gloucester,  praying  to  be  incorporated. 

Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Gardner,  Mr.  Hoto,  Dr.  Holten  and  Dr.  Taylor: 
—  House  Journal,  p.  193. 

"  Another  Act  of  Incorporation  by  the  name  of  New  Glocester."  —  Gou.  Hutchinson  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5, 1774:  ''Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  58. 

Chap.  23.  The  preamble  of  this  chapter  recites  that  "the  westerly  part  of  Richmont 
hath  by  one  law  of  this  province,  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign, 

*Sic:  Butt. 
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been  incorporated  into  a  distinct  towTi  by  the  name  of  Richmont."  TMs  appears  to  be  a 
mistake.  The  easterly  part  of  llichmont  was,  in  that  year,  incorporated  into  a  district  by 
the  name  of  Lenox  (1766-67,  chapter  11),  but  the  plantations  of  Yokum  and  Mount 
Ephraim  had  been  incorporated,  the  year  before,  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Richmont 
(1765-66,  chapter  16). 

The  separation  of  the  district  of  Lenox  from  Richmont,  did  indeed  leave  to  the  latter 
the  westerly  part  of  the  town,  but  it  is  not  accurate  to  say  that  the  territory  so  left  was 
then  re-incorporated  by  the  old  name. 

"June  5,1773.  A  Petition  of  David  Rossiter,  and  others,  Selectmen  of  Richmond; 
praying  that  the  Assessors  may  be  empowered  to  assess  Taxes  agreeable  to  an  Act  made 
for  that  Purpose,  but  lately  expu-ed. 

Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Brown  of  StockbridgetlSiT.  Ratoson  axid  Mr.  Bay  ley."  — 
Iloiise  Journal,  p.  32. 

"  June  9,  1773.    The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Mr.  David  Rossiter,  reported. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Petitioner  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
Purpose  of  the  Petition."  —  Ibid.,  p.  39. 

"June  23,  1773.  Walter  Spooner,  Esq;  brought  down  the  Bill  to  enable  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Richmond  to  enforce  the  Payment  of  certain  Taxes. 

Pass'd  in  Council,  June  23,  1773.  Read  and  concuiT'd  to  be  engross'd  with  Amendment. 
Sent  down  for  Concui'rence."  —  Ibid.,p.  75, 

"Feb.  16,  177i.  A  Bill  to  enable  the  Proprietors  of  Land  in  Richmond  to  enforce  the 
Payment  of  certain  Taxes. 

Read  the  second  Time.  Ordered,  That  this  Bill  be  read  again  To-Morrow  Ten  o'Clock." 
—  Ibid.,  p.  166. 

"  Respects  the  Town  of  Richmond  and  needs  no  remark."  —  Gov.  Hutchiiison  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  58. 

Chap.  24.  In  the  note  to  1772-73,  chapter  30,  ante,  reference  was  made  to  the  resolves  of 
the  Legislature  for  equital^ly  adjusting  the  conflicting  claims  of  certain  proprietors  and 
purchasers  of  lands,  in  Ashtield,  sold  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes.  These  resolves,  and 
the  proceeding  upon  which  they  were  founded  are  given  below. 

Neither  these  resolves,  nor  the  act  above  mentioned,  having  been  found  sufficient  to 
settle  all  disputes,  partly  on  account  of  the  illegality  of  the  meetings  of  the  proprietors 
at  which  their  agents  were  chosen,  and  partly  for  other  reasons  which  appear  in  the  pre- 
amble, further  legislation  was  deemed  indispensable,  and  the  present  chapter — the  final 
action  of  the  General  Court  towards  repairing  the  injury  inflicted  by  their  own  unjust  leg- 
islation—  was  enacted. 

"  June  14,  1771.  A  Petition  of  Obadiah  Dickinson  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  Ashfield  in  the  County  of  Hampshu-e  —  Setting  forth  —  That  the  proceedings  of 
the  said  Proprietors  respecting  the  sale  of  some  of  the  delinquent  Proprietors  Lands  are 
by  some  supposed  to  be  not  strictly  legal,  and  if  the  same  should  not  be  established  the 
Propriety  will  be  thrown  into  the  greatest  confusion :  And  praying  that  a  Committee'  may 
be  appointed  to  examine  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  said  Proprietors  and  report  what 
shall  appear  to  them  upon  such  examination ;  and  in  case  their  proceedings  shall  be  found 
not  to  occasion  any  other  or  further  wrong  to  those  delinquents  wkose  Lands  have  been 
sold  than  might  have  happened  by  a  sale  of  the  same  in  every  respect  conformable  to  tha 
said  acts,  that  then  their  said  proceedings  may  be  established ;  the  want  of  entire  conform- 
ity to  Law  notwithstanding. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Ordered  that  William  Sever  and  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq™,  with 
such  as  shall  be  joined  by  the  hon^e  House  be  a  Committee  to  take  this  Petition  into  con- 
sideration and  report  what  they  think  proper  this  Coui-t  should  do  thereon. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concm-red  and  Colonel  Gilbert,  Col*.  Wil- 
liams of  Hatfield  and  JNI"'.  IngersoU  are  joined.  In  Council,  Ordered  that  Caleb  Gushing 
Esq"",  be  of  the  Committee  abovementioned  in  the  room  of  William  Sever  Esq^  who  is 
absent. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred."  —  Council  Records,  vol. 
XXIX.,  p.  44.  _ 

"  June  24,  1771.  The  Committee  appointed  the  21  instant  on  the  Petition  of  Obadiah 
Dickmson  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  Proprietors  of  Ashfield,  made  the  following 
Report  viz* —  The  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  appointed  to  take  under  consideration 
the  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Town  of  Ashfield,  and  to  report  facts  relative  to  the 
proceedings  of  said  Proprietors ;  the  said  Committee  have  attended  that  service,  but  find 
the  length  of  time,  the  many  and  various  matters  that  have  been  transacted  and  the  per- 
plexities into  which  the  said  Proprietors  are  thereby  involved,  and  the  Committee  not 
being  furnished  with  the  Records  of  the  Clerk  of  said  Proprietors,  renders  it  impracticable 
for  the  Committee  in  any  perfect  manner  to  ascertain  the  numerous  facts  that  appears  nec- 
essary for  the  Court  to  be  acquainted  with  in  order  to  take  measures  for  the  removing  the 
difficulties  which  the  said  Town  of  Ashfield  labom's  under,  and  which  will  enevitably 
prove  the  ruin  of  that  place  unless  prevented  by  the  interposition  of  the  General  Court — 
Wherefore  the  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  it  as  their  opinion  that  a  Committee  of  both 
Houses  be  ordered  in  the  recess  of  the  General  Court  to  repair  to  the  Town  of  Ashfield 
and  that  the  Proprietors  of  said  Town  be  ordered  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  to 
assemble  within  the  Town  of  Ashfield  at  the  same  time  that  the  (Z!ommittee  shall  attend 
the  service,  and  that  timely  and  sufficient  notice  be  given  both  to  resident  and  nonresident 
Proprietors  of  the  time  and  place  of  said  meeting  by  posting  up  a  notification  on  the  fore- 
side  of  the  meeting  house  in  said  Ashfield  fourteen  days  before  said  meeting  and  by  pub- 
lishing the  same  in  three  of  the  Boston  Weekly  News  papers  twenty  days  before  said 
meeting  of  the  time,  place  and  occasion  of  said  meeting  that  the  Committee  may  make  a 
perfect  enquiry  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Proprietors  and  the  grievances  complained  of 
by  tha  Petitioners ;  and  that  the  cost  and  charge  of  the  said  Committee  be  paid  as  this 
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Coui-t  shall  hereafter  order;  That  the  Committee  make  report  of  the  facts,  and  circum- 
stances of  said  Town  of  Ashfield  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  sittin.j  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  and  what  they  shall  judge  ought  to  be  done  thereon,  And  that  all  farther  pro- 
ceedin"-s,  Actions  and  Suits  relative  to  the  doings  of  the  said  Proprietors  be  staid  in  the 
mean  Time.    All  which  is  humbly  submitted—  Caleb  Cushing  ^  order— 

Upon  which  the  following  Order  passed  viz' — 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  thereupon  Ordered  that  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq^ 
with  such  as  may  be  appointed  hj  the  hon''".  House  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  Ashfield 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Report.  In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Read  and  Concm-red  and  M^  Ingersoll  and  M^  Dennie  are  joined."  —  Ibid.,  p.  76. 

"  Apr.  23,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  '2.1  day  of  June  last  to  repair  to  Ashfield 
in  consequence  of  a  Petition  fi-om  Obadiah  Dickinson  and  others  a  Committee  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  said  Tomi,  made  report.—  Signed  Tmo .  Woodbridge  4P'  Order- 
In  Council,  Read  and  sent  down. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Ashfield,  Re- 
solved that  the  consideration  of  the  same  together  with  the  report  of  Timothy  Woodbridge 
Esq'',  and  others  a^Committee  sent  by  order  of  the  two  Honses  of  Assembly  to  make  cn- 
quii-y  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Proprietors  and  the  grievances  complained  of  relative  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  proprietors  of  said  Township  be  referred  until  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court :  And  further  Resolved  that  all  processes. 
Actions  and  suits  at  Law  foimded  or  to  be  brought  upon  the  proceedings  of  said  Pro- 
prietors ai-e  and  shall  be  hereby  suspended  until  that  time.  In  Council,  Read  and  Con- 
curred." —  Ibid.,  p.  193, 

"  June  6,  1772,  The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  Petition  of  Oba- 
diah Dickinson  and  others  Proprietors  of  Ashfield,  made  in  April  last,  was  again  read ; 
whereupon  the  following  Order  passed  Viz*. 

In  Council,  Read  again  &  Ordered  that  Col".  Otis  &  M^  Phillips,  with  such  as  shall  be 
joined  by  the  IIon'''<'  House  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  with  all  the  papers  relating 
thereto  into  consideration,  hear  the  parties  and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done 
thereon.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  &  Concurred  &  ColK  Williams  of  Pitts- 
field,  M'.  Sprague  &  Col".  Whitcomb  are  joined."  —  Ibid., p.  245. 

"  June  18,  1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  6,  Instant  to  take  into  consideration  the 
report  of  the  General  Com-t's  Committee  that  went  to  Ashfield  in  Sep^  last  — having  met 
and  examined  the  same  &  heard  the  parties  thereon,  Reported  sundry  Resolves  .for  the 
consideration  of  the  Court.    In  Council,  Read  &  sent  down 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  that  the  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Ash- 
field be  recommitted.    In  Council  Read  &  Concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  274. 

"  June  24,  1772,  The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Aifairs  of  Ashfield,  reported  some 
alterations  to  their  former  Repoi-fr— In  Council  Read  &  sent  doAvn. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  &  recommitted  and  Ordered  that  Coll".  Bowers 
and  Cap'.  Barney  with  such  as  the  houi'io  Board  shall  join  be  added  to  the  Committee.— 
In  Council  Read  &  Concurred  &  Samuel  Dexter  Esq^  is  joined."  —  Ibid.,  p.  288. 

"  July  14,  1772.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  there  is  a  Bill  now  depend- 
ing in  this  Court  (but  for  want  of  time  not  likely  to  be  enacted  in  this  Session)  for  estab- 
lishing and  confirming  making  effectual  and  valid  the  sales  of  Land  in  the  Township  of 
*■  Ashfield  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  Avhich  were  made  in  the  Years  1763,  1764,  1765,  for 

the  levying  of  Taxes  which  had  been  granted  by  the  proprietors  of  the  said  Township 
and  assessed  by  the  Assessors  appointed  by  the  said  proprietors,  and  for  quieting  the 
possessions  of  such  Persons  who  hold  Lands  there  under  the  said  sales,  notwithstand- 
ing there  were  some  circumstantial  and  immaterial  variations  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  Assessors  previous  to  &  in  making  the  said  sales  from  the  forms  and  Methods 
prescribed  in  the  Act  or  Law  according  to  which  the  said  Assessors  endeavoured  to 
proceed  in  making  the  same,  not  to  any  real  hurt  or  damage  of  such  proprietors  whose 
Lands  were  then' sold  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  And  whereas  some  Actions  in  Law 
have  been  already  brought  &  are  now  depending  &  others  may  possibly  be  brought 
by  such  Persons  as  were  the  Owners  of  the  Land  sold  as  aforesaid  before  and  until 
the  making  the  sales  aforesaid  or  to  their  Heirs  to  the  great  injury,  wrong  and  dis- 
quiet of  such  persons  who  honestly  purchased  the  same,  their  Heirs  or  Assigns.  It  is 
therefore  Ordered  and  Resolved  that  all  such  Actions  as  are  now  depending  and  all  such 
Actions  as  may  be  hereafter  brought  or  entred  in  any  Court  for  the  recovery  of  such 
Lands  by  reason  of  any  Imperfections  in  the  said  sales  or  damages  on  account  of  such 
imperfections  shall  be  staid  and  that  no  further  proceedings  shall  be  had  on  such  Actions 
as  are  now  depending  than  have  been  already  had  but  what  ai-e  necessary  for  the  continu- 
ance and  sustaining  the  same  in  the  state  they  are  now  in,  nor  on  such  as  may  be  here- 
after brought  or  entred  before  the  another  Session  of  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  As- 
sembly but  only  to  continue  and  sustain  the  same  when  entred  until  the  end  of  the  next 
Session  of  a  Great  and  General  Coui-t  or  Assembly  of  this  Province,  &  that  all  the  Executive 
Courts  of  this  Province  are  hereby  ordered  and  enjoined  to  take  notice  and  conform  to  this 
Order.    In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."—  Ibid.,  p.  "A']. 

"The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the  General  Courts 
Committee  that  went  to  Ashfield  in  September  last  have  met  and  have  examined  th:it 
report  and  heard  the  parties  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  Resolves  as  taken  into  a 
new  di-aft —  James  Otis  ((f''  Order 

1,  Resolved  That  the  sales  of  Land  made  by  the  Assessors  or  Committee  for  said  sales 
m  Ashfield  in  the  years  1763,  1764  &  1765  for  the  payment  of  Taxes  agreed  upon  and 
granted  by  the  Proprietors  of  said  Town  arc  and  shall  be  deemed  good  and  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  in  the  Law. 

2.  Resolved  that  all  those  Proprietors  their  Heirs,  Executors  or  Administrators  whose 
Lands,  in  said  Ashfield,  were  sold  for  pnviiient  of  Taxes  by  their  Assessors  chosen  in  the 
year  1769  and  were  by  them  sold  in  the  year  1770  who  are  inclined  to  redeem  their  Lands 
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then  sold  shall  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  redeem  the  same  by  paymg  their  respective 
Taxes  and  the  costs  that  have  arisen  by  such  sales  with  the  Interest  of  the  Money  of  the 
said  Taxes  and  the  costs  of  sale  and  charges  of  improvement  where  any  is  made,  and  also 
returning  such  overplus  as  may  have  been  received  by  any  that  have  had  their  Lands  sold 
as  aforesaid,  and  the  Interest  of  the  same :  and  if  any  of  tlie  said  Proprietors  who  have 
had  their  Lands  sold  in  the  year  1770  for  the  payment  of  their  Taxes  as  aforesaid,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  redeem  the  same,  as  before  expressed,  within  the  space  of  three  months 
from  the  first  day  of  October  next,  by  paying  as  aforesaid,  that  then  the  sales  so  made  be 
and  hereby  are  confirmed  to  the  purchasers  and  shall  be  thereafter  held  good  and  valid  in 
Law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever ;  provided  notwithstanding  that  the  Land  of 
Chileab  Smith  which  was  sold  tlu-ough  mistake  for  the  payment  of  a  Tax  laid  on  his  fifty 
acre  Lot  in  1769  be  and  hereby  is  contu'med  to  him  without  such  redemption. 

S'l'y  To  prevent  disputes  lietween  the  Proprietors  and  the  purchasers  as  to  what  sum  or 
sums  shall  be  paid  by  any  of  the  Proprietors  for  the  redemption  of  his  Lands  sold  in  1770 
—  Resolved  that  in  every  such  dispute  be  a  Committee 

to  determine  the  Sum  or  Sums  to  be  paid  for  redemption  as  aforesaid,  and  the  Judgment 
ofjwo  of  the  three  to  be  final  and  to  be  given  within  said  time  of  redemption. 

4.  Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  Tax  of  two  pence  by  the  acre 
on  all  the  Lands  in  the  said  Town  of  Ashfield,  the  public  Lands  and  the  Lands  owned 
by  the  Baptists,  in  said  Town  excepted,  for  the  space  of  three  years  yet  to  come  to  enable 
them  to  pay  their  debts  and  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  Grant  to  the  original  Proprietors 
of  said  Town  and  for  the  payment  of  the  General  Coui'ts  Committee  and  other  extraordi- 
nary expences  said  To\vn  of  Ashfield  has  been  put  to  since  1769  —  and  that  the  Committee 
of  said  Proprietors  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  inforcing  the  payment  of  said  Tax 
of  Jwo  pence  4^  acre  for  the  tenn  aforesaid. 

5  Resolved  That  by  reason  of  the  unhappy  difficulties  that  have  arisen  of  late  in  the 
Town  of  Ashfield  and  of  their  poverty  and  present  distressed  circumstances  the  said  Town 
of  Ashfield  be  and  is  hereby  exempted  fi-om  paying  Province  and  County  Taxes  for  the 
si^ace  of  three  years  to  come. 

6  Resolved  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Ashfield  exclusive  of  the  Baptists,  be 
at  the  charge  of  finishing  the  meeting  house  in  said  Town  and  supporting  the  Rev'.  M' 
Sherwin  for  the  future  — 

In  Council  2o  June  1772    Read  and  sent  down 

In  the  Plouse  of  Representatives  June  26  1772    Read  &  recommitted 
sent  up  for  Conciirrence  T  Gushing  Spk' 

In  Council  June  26"".  1772  Read  &  Concurred  Thos  Flucker  Sec. 

July  1*'  1772  the  Coinittee  have  Reconsidered  the  foregoing  Report  and  Desu-e  Leave 
to  Report  as  By  ye  Bill  herewith  Presented  James  Otis  4^'"^  order 

In  Council  July  lsM772  —  Read  &  sent  down."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  118,  p.  578. 

"Feb.  5,  1773.  In  the  House  of  Rei)rcsentatives.  "Wliereas  doubts  have  arisen  concern- 
ing the  validity  of  the  sales  of  the  Lands  of  such  as  were  called  delinquent  proprietors  of 
the  Township  of  Ashfield  in  the  County  of  Ilampshu-e  made  by  the  Assessors  or  Commit- 
tees of  the  proprietors  of  the  said  Ashfield  for  the  years  1763-1764  &  1765  and  Actions  are 
now  depending  in  the  Law  for  recovering  the  possession  of  parcel  of  said  Lands  fi-om  the 
persons  who  purchased  the  same  or  from  such  as  hold  under  them.  And  whereas  it  will 
tend  to  the  great  disquiet  of  the  said  Township  if  such  sales  should  be  adjudged  invalid 
and  insufficient  in  Law;  therefore  Resolved  that  George  Leonard  jim''.  Esq''.  Jedediah 
Foster  Esq"',  and  M'.  Thomas  Denny  be  a  Committee  fully  authorized  and  impowered  to 
repair  to  the  said  ToAvn  of  Ashfield  to  hear  the  Committee  of  the  proprietors  and  also  each 
of  the  Persons  or  then-  representatives  whose  Lands  have  been  sold  in  the  years  and  in 
manner  as  aforesaid  and  to  judge  and  determine  what  the  Lands  thus  sold  were  truly 
worth  at  the  time  of  the  sales  over  and  above  the  sums  for  which  they  were  in  fact  sold, 
together  with  all  the  damage  which  may  have  actually  accrued  to  each  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  said  Lands  respectively  by  means  of  the  sales  aforesaid,  and  the  Committee  are  to 
make  report  of  their  doings  at  the  Session  of  this  Court  in  May  next  that  such  Order  may 
be  then  taken  for  establishing  and  rendering  valid  the  sales  aforesaid  as  to  the  Court 
shall  then  appear  to  be  just  and  equitable.  And  all  proceedings  in  the  Law  grounded  upon 
the  invalidity  of  such  sales  are  staid  in  the  mean  time.  And  the  Committee  of  this  Court 
shall  give  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  that  so  all  persons  interested  may 
attend,  if  they  shall  see  cause.  In  Council,  Read  arid  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the 
Governor." —  Council  Becords,  vol.  XXIX.,  p.  462. 

"  June  10,  1773.  The  following  Report  was  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned  viz'  — 

The  Committee  appointed  in  February  1773  to  repair  to  the  To^m  of  Ashfield  in  the 
County  of  Hampshire  to  Jiear  the  Committee  of  the  proprietors  and  also  each  of  the  per- 
sons or  their  Representatives  whose  Lands  have  been  sold  in  the  years  1763,  1764  &  1765 
and  to  judge  and  determine  ^vhat  the  Lands  there  sold  were  truly  worth  at  the  time  of  the 
sales  over  and  above  the  sums  for  which  they  were  in  fact  sold ;  together  with  all  the 
damage  which  may  have  actually  accrued  to  each  of  the  Projirietors  of  the  said  Lands  re- 
spectively by  means  of  the  sales  aforesaid ;  beg  leave  to  report  as  followeth  —  Having  noti- 
fied all  parties  concerned  agreable  to  the  order  of  the  General  Court,  we  attended  that  ser- 
vice at  Ashfield  on  the  26  day  of  April  1773  when  the  Committee  of  the  Proprietors  and 
sundry  other  persons  concerned  were  present  and  heard  in  the  premises,  there  being  no 
objections  to  the  sales  of  any  of  the  Lands  in  said  Township,  sold  in  the  years  aforemen- 
tioned, except  the  following  viz'.  — 

"We  find  that  in  the  year  1763  House  Lot  N".  60  wliich  did  belong  to  Wil-  ) 
liam  Densmore  containing  50  Acres  was  sold  for j  £7 :  10 :  — 

Valued  1  ly  the  Committee  at  the  tune  of  sale  7 :  10  ~^ji.ore       .       .       .       .       7 :  10 :  — • 

And  damage 4:10: — 
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And  that  Hoase  lot  N».40  which  did  belong  to  Peirce  &  Smith  containing  50 ) 

Acres  sold  for j  7 :  6 

Valued  at  7 :  14  mora 7 :  14 

And  damage 4 :  14 


And  that  in  the  year  1764,  40  Acres  of  2^  division  of  House  lot  N".  20  which  1 

did  belong  to  Thomas  "White  was  sold  for J  3 :  12 :  — 

Valued  at  8 :  8  more 8:8:  — 

And  damage 4:1:8 


And  30  Acres  of  2^.  division  house  Lot  No.  23  which  did  belong  to  Daniel ) 

"Williams  Esq"",  was  sold  for J5:l 

Valued  at  £5 : 9  more         .        .        . 5:9 

And  damage 13 :   8 


10 


And  25  Acres  of  2<1  division  house  lot  N".  2  which  did  belong  to  Ephraim  ) 

Hunt,  was  sold  for J  4 :  10 

Valued  at  10*  more 0 :  10 

And  damage 5 


And  that  in  the  year  1765,  40  Acres  of  2 J  division  of  house  lot  N".  43  which  ) 

did  belong  to  Gideon  Tirrell  was  sold  for J  5 :   2 :  — 

Valued  at  £4 :  18  more 4:18  — 

And  damage  .             4:8  — 

And  50  Acres  of  second  division  of  House  lot  N».  4  which  did  belong  to  Sam-  ] 

nel  Badlam  was  sold  for ",        .        j  6  :   7  :  — 

Valued  at  £3 :  13  more 3 :  13  :  — 

And  damage 1 :  14 :   8 


And  40  Acres  of  2^,  division  of  House  lot  N°.  20  which  did  belong  to  Thomas  ) 

White  was  sold  for J  2 :  14 :  — 

Valued  at  £9 :  6  more 9:6:  — 

And  damage 4:5:4 


And  40  Acres  of  2<^.  division  of  house  IotN°.  60  which  did  belong  to  William  ) 

Densmore  sold  for J  4 :  17 

Valued  at  £13 :  3  more ,       ...  13 :   3 

And  damage 20 :   7 


And  40  Acres  of  2^.  division  of  house  lot  N".  2  which  did  belong  to  Ephraim  ) 

Hunt,  sold  for f  4 :    1 :  _ 

Valued  at  £1 :  19  more .        .  1:19:  — 

Damage 18:   8 


And  40  Acres  of  2^.  division  of  house  lot  N".  8  which  did  belong  to  Thomas  1 

Copeland,  was  sold  for J  4 :  12 :  — 

"Valued  at  £5 :  8  more        .        . 5:8:  — 

And  damage 2:11:6 


All  which  is  humbly  submitted —  Geo.  Leonard  jun"".  <^  Order 

In  Council,  Read  and  Ordered  that  James  Hujiphrey  and  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq's 
with  such  as  may  be  joined  by  the  hon^ie.  House,  be  a  Committee  to  take  tliis  report 
into  consideration,  hear  the  parties  and  report  what  they  think  proper  this  Court  should  do 
thereon.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concm-red  and  Cap'.  Heath  Col'^. 
Leonard  and  M^  Noble  are  joined  to  the  Committee  of  the  hon'''».  Board."  —  Ibid.,  vol. 
XXX.,  p.  3i. 

"  June  21,  1773.  The  Committee  appointed  the  lO"'  instant  to  take  into  consideration  the 
report  of  George  Leonard  juu''.  Esq""  and  others  a  Committee  appointed  5  February  last 
to  repair  to  Ashfield  —  made  report.    In  Council,  Read  and  accepted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  noncouciirred  and  Ordered  that  this  report 
be  recommitted  and  that  M''.  Ingersol  and  M^  Rawson  with  such  as  the  honb'*.  Board  shall 
join  be  added  to  the  Committee.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  Artemas  Ward 
Esq'',  is  joined."  —  Ibid.,  p.  62. 

"  June  23,  1773.  The  Committee  appointed  by  the  two  Houses  to  take  under  considera- 
tion the  report  of  George  Leonard  jun'.  Esq'  and  others  the  Committee  appointed  Feby  5. 
1773  to  repair  to  the  Town  of  Ashfield  —  made  report ;  whereupon  the  following  Resolves 
passed  viz' — 

In  Council.  Resolved  That  all  the  sales  of  Lands  made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Ashfield  by  their  Assessors  or  Committee  in  the  years  1763,  1764,  1765  for  payment 
of  taxes  to  bring  forward  the  settlement  of  said  Town  be  confii-med  and  made  good  and 
valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  Law.  —  And  that  the  Estate  in  the  several  Lots  of  Land 
purported  by  the  several  deeds  thereof  executed  by  the  said  proprietors  Assessors  or  Com- 
mittees in  the  years  aforesaid  to  be  conve3'ed  to  the  respective  vendees  in  said  Deeds  men- 
tioned be  and  hereby  are  confirmed  to  the  said  vendees  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  respect- 
ively ill  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  they  would  have  been  in  case  there  had  been  no 
defect  or  illegality  in  the  proceedings  in  said  sales  made  as  aforesaid  by  the  said  proprietors, 
their  Assessors  or  Committees  —  Upon  condition  nevertheless  that  each  of  the  purchasers 
of  the  several  Lots  of  Land  sold  as  aforesaid,  their  Heirs  or  Assigns  pay  within  six  months 
next  after  the  date  hereof  to  the  persons  that  owned  said  Lots  of  Laud  at  the  time  of  the 
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sales  aforesaid,  their  Executors  or  Administrators  or  Assigns  respectively  the  several 
sums  of  money  reported  by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  February 
5.  1773  to  repair  to  the  Town  of  Ashlield  and  judge  and  determine  what  the  said  Lots  sold 
as  aforesaid  for  the  payment  of  Taxes  were  actually  worth  more  than  what  the  said  lots 
were  sold  for  at  the  time  of  the  sale  and  the  damage  which  accrued  to  the  owners  of 
said  Lands  by  said  sales.  And  any  and  every  of  the  said  persons  who  have  purchased 
any  of  the  said  lots  sold  as  aforesaid  for  the  payment  of  Taxes  and  talien  deeds  of  the 
proprietors,  Assessors  or  Committees  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  to 
the  persons  that  owned  said  lots  of  Land  at  the  time  of  the  sales  aforesaid  their  Executors 
or  Administrators  respectively  the  sums  of  money  reported  by  the  Committee  to  repair  to 
the  Town  of  Ashfield  to  judge  and  determine  what  said  lots  so  sold  were  actually  worth 
more  at  the  time  of  the  sale  than  said  lots  were  sold  for  and  the  damages  accruing  by  said 
sales  to  the  owners,  shall  not  have  or  receive  any  benefit  in  by  or  from  the  foregoing  Re- 
solve. And  such  of  the  said  purchasers  only  that  comply  with  the  foregoing  condition 
shall  be  benefited  thereby. 

Be  it  further  Resolved  that  the  proprietors  of  the  Town  of  Ashfield  pay  Daniel  Williams 
Esq'',  ^vithin  twelve  months  after  the  acceptance  of  this  report  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds 
as  an  indemnification  for  thc.expence  and  trouble  he  has  been  put  to  on  his  own  account 
and  as  Agent  for  several  of  said  delinquent  proprietors  since  application  has  been  made  to 
tlic  General  Court  in  this  matter.  And  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Court  to  settle  the 
affiiirs  of  the  Town  of  Ashfield  are  impowered  to  assess  the  Lands  of  the  said  proprietors 
and  collect  money  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  and  in  case  the  aforesaid  sum  is  not  paid 
by  the  said  Committee  by  the  time  prefixed  as  abovesaid  the  said  Daniel  shall  have  and 
maintain  his  Action  in  Law  against  said  Proprietors  for  the  recovery  thereof.  And  that 
the  Treasurer  of  said  propriety  account  with  and  pay  to  the  said  persons  that  were  own- 
ers of  said  lots  at  the  time  of  sale  or  their  order,  their  Heks  and  Assigns  respectively  the 
monies  arising  by  said  sales  over  and  above  the  amount  of  the  Taxes  for  the  payment  of 
which  said  Lands  were  sold  and  the  expences  of  said  sales.  And  if  the  defendants  in  two 
several  Actions  now  pending  at  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  within  and  for  the 
County  of  Hampshire  viz'.  William  Dunmore  and  Wife  plaintiSs  v.  Enoch  Allen  defend- 
ant, and  Daniel  Williams  Esq'',  plaintiff  v^  John  Wilkie  defendant,  pay  to  the  plaintifl's  in 
said  suits  their  legal  cost  to  be  taxed  by  said  Court,  then  and  in  that  case  the  aforesaid 
suits  to  be  discontinued ;  but  upon  failure  thereof  the  said  Daniel  and  William  and  Wife 
have  right  to  proceed  and  pursue  their  Actions  as  before  this  Resolve  took  place. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor." 
—  Jbid.,i}.69. 

"  Feb.  7,  1774.  A  memorial  of  Obadiah  Dickinson,  praying  that  an  Act  may  be  made 
to  enable  the  Proprietors  of  Ashfield,  to  raise  Monies  for  certain  Purposes,  and  to  do  other 
Things  as  mentioned  in  the  Petition. 

Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Akin,  Capt.  Derby,  Mr.  Pickering,  Major  Ingersol,  and  Mr. 
Fisher." —  House  Journal,  p.  133. 

"  Feb.  8, 1774.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Obadiah  Dickinson,  reported  that  the 
Petitioner  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Purpose  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioner  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly." — Ibid.,  p.  139. 

"  To  correct  some  defects  in  a  former  Act  respecting  Ashfield  occasioned  by  the  disal- 
lovrance  of  a  Law.  Care  is  taken  that  the  Baptists  have  no  cause  of  complaint  from  this 
Act." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol, 
82,  P.p.,5S. 

Chap.  25,  "  Feb.  18,  1774.  A  Petition  of  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  Stoughton  and 
Stoughto7iham,  praying  to  be  empowered  to  make  Sale  of  certain  tande  therein  mentioned, 
on  certain  Conditions. 

Read  and  committed  to  Capt.  Darby,  Col.  Walker  and  Mr.  Fisher."  —  House  Journal, 
p.  171. 

"  Feb.  19,  1774.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Stoughton  and 
Stoughtonham,  praying  to  be  empowered  to  make  Sale  of  Ministerial  Lands,  reported. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill."  —  Ibid.,  p.  175. 

"To  enable  a  Town  and  District  jointly  interested  in  Ministry  Lands  to  make  sale  of 
them  The  appropriating  Lands  to  the  Ministry  is  meerly  nominal  in  this  Government 
When  an  Agreement  is  made  with  a  Minister  he  has  a  less  salary  in  proportion  to  the 
Ministry  Lands  or  otherwise  the  To\vns  take  the  profit  of  such  lands  the  appropriation  not- 
withstanding."—  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774:  "Mass.  Bay, 
B.  T.,"  10^82,  P.  p.,  5S. 

Chap.  26.       "Province  of  1     To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq  Captain 

Massachusetts  Bay  j  General  &  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  The  honouraljle  his 
Majesty's  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled  at  Boston  y<^  31*'  Day  of  May 
1773  — 
The  Inhabitants  of  the  first  Parish  in  the  Town  of  Springfield  in  the  County  of  Hamp- 
shire, humbly  Shew  — 

That  about  the  Year  1636  a  Number  of  Persons  from  Boston  and  the  neighbouring 
Towns,  travelled  across  the  Country  hither  to  explore  the  Lands  on  Connecticut  River; 
and  having  found  that  Ti-act  of  Intervale  Land  that  is  now  called  the  great  Field  on  the 
west  Side  Connecticut  Pi,iver  intliis  'I'owii,  froni  it's  Circumstances  and  Quality  strongly  in- 
viting Improvement,  they  determined  to  settle  beside  it  —  and  very  soon  removed  them- 
selves ami  then-  Families  here  —  Considering  however  the  Situation  of  these  Lands  and  of 
those  that  lie  around  them,  &  the  most  likely  Methods  of  Subsistence  &  Improvement,  in 
their  then  very  feeble  infant  State,  so  far  removed  into  the  Wilderness ;  they  determined 
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to  fix  their  Dwcllinj^s  on  the  East  Side,  altho'  the  Lands  which  were  the  grand  Inducement 
to  their  Migration  and  Settlement,  were  on  the  west  Side  said  River — Accordingly  they 
began  the  Settlement  of  this  Parish  and  laid  out  and  divided  among  themselves  in  that  & 
a  few  sncceeding  Years,  the  House  Lots  which  have  been  tbe  House  Lots  of  themselves, 
their  Childi-en,  Descendants  and  Successors,  fi'om  theu*  Beginning  to  this  Time;  and  are 
now  the  principal  of  the  House  Lots  of  the  Petitioners  living  in  the  midst  of  said  Parish; 
and  lie  abutting  on  said  River,  which  alone  now  divides  tiiem  from  the  same  Field;  in 
which  Field  the  greatest  and  I^est  Part  of  their  Meadow  and  Tillage  Lands  have  always 
heretofore  been,  and  still  are  to  this  Day  — 

That  many  Years  after  the  first  Settlement  here  on  the  East  Side,  some  few  Persons  re- 
moved themselves  to  dwell  on  the  West  Side  said  River,  &  settled  themselves  around  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  said  General  Field— And  in  the  Year  were  increased  to  such  a 
Numlier,  as  to  be  made  a  Parish  distinct  fi'om  tbe  Inhal)itants  on  the  East  Side  Siiid  River, 
with  this  special  Regulation  and  Restriction,  viz'.  That  the  Lands  only  which  tlie  Inhabi- 
tants on  the  West  Side  said  River  owned  and  improved,  should  be  liable  to  be  taxed,  in 
said  seconder  West  Parish  —  In  Consequence  of  which  and  subsequent  Regulations  re- 
specting the  Lands  in  said  Field ;  they  have  always  been  taxable  and  taxed  for  parochial 
Dues,  only  in  the  Parish  where  the  then  present  Owner  dwelt  — 

That  exclusive  of  Wilbraham,  which  is  set  off  from  it,  the  said  Town  now  consists  of 
five  Parishes,  two  on  the  East,  and  two  on  the  west  Side  said  River,  and  the  fifth  being  ou 
the  North,  &  commonly  called  Chicabee  Parish,  lies  partly  on  each  Side  said  River  making 
in  tlie  whole  803  rateable  Polls ;  427  of  which  are  on  the  East,  &  376  of  them  on  the  West 
Side  said  River. 

That  some  Years  since,  when  the  Tovra  was  in  great  Peace,  the  Inhabitants  on  the  West 
Side  said  River  in  said  To\vn,  induced  only  by  the  Consideration  of  their  Situation  and 
Increase,  requested  the  Town  for  their  Consent  to  a  Division  of  the  same  by  Connecticut 
River,  which  the  said  Town  then  declining,  they  bemg  well  united  and  happy  together,  the 
Matter  was  no  farther  pursued  — 

That  from  our  earliest  Memory,  and  as  we  have  heard  from  our  Fathers,  the  Town  of 
Springfield  even  fi'omit's  Beginning,  has  been  happily  distinguished  from  many  others,  by 
the  unity  and  Concord,  witli  whicii  the  Inhabitants  have  managed  their  public  Affairs,  till 
very  lately  —  But  that  within  a  very  few  years  past,  that  Happiness  has  began  to  suffer 
some  Interruptions  —  and  some  Matters  of  Dispute  have  arisen  as  needless  as  disagreable 
particularly  to  relate  of  very  little  Consequence  in  themselves,  chiefly  between  the  Inhabi- 
tants on  the  different  Sides  of  said  River — There  have  been  the  little  Seeds  of  Contention 
—  which  if  they  have  not  been  industriously  cherished,  have  been  unhappily  kept  alive, 
and  have  at  last  increased  to  great  Discord  and  Confusion  —  The  Degree  to  which  these 
Disputes  have  arisen  &  the  unhapiness  of  the  present  State  of  the  To^\^^,  we  conceive  can- 
not lie  better  communicated  to  your  Excellency  &  Honors  in  few  Words,  than  Iiy  saying 
that  the  Town  spent  foiu*  Days  at  their  last  March  Meeting,  in  choosing  the  ordinary  an- 
nual Officers  of  the  Town,  which  they  have  most  commonly  chosen  in  the  half  of  one  — 
nor  would  they  have  finished  that  Business  so  soon,  if  they  had  not  fallen  on  the  Expedi- 
ent they  did,  to  suspend  the  melancholy  Influence  of  the  Animosities  that  subsisted 
among  them  —  which  Expedient  &  the  Proceedings  thereon  your  Petitioners  beg  Leave 
particularly  to  relate  — 

The  Town,  after  two  or  three  Days  time  spent  in  fruitless  Contention  in  their  Meeting ; 
observing,  as  we  conceive,  with  general  Concern,  the  very  unhappy  State  they  were  in, 
and  the  al^solute  Nexssity  they  were  under  of  rececding  from  that  Spirit  of  Contention  Sc 
Discord  —  and  adopting  more  moderate  Measures ;  chose  a  large  Committee  from  the  sev- 
eral Parts  of  said  Town  '  to  consider  their  State,  and  the  Disputes  &  Animosities  that  sub- 
sisted between  the  several  Parts,  the  Matters  that  lay  before  the  Meeting  to  be  acted 
upon,  and  the  Imbarrassments  that  attended  the  same,  and  to  project  some  Method  for 
their  Removal'  —  The  Meeting  being  adjourned  for  that  Purpose,  the  Committee  accord- 
ingly met,  and  entered  mto  a  very  serious  Consideration  of  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
and  on  such  Consideration  thereof  have  reported  their  Opinion  '  That  the  said  Town  is  in  a 
most  unliappy  and  melancholy  State,  that  considering  the  Situation  and  Circumstances 
of  the  Town,  and  the  Inclinations  &  Tempers  of  the  Inhabitants,  there  is  no  Prospect  they 
can  longer  manage  their  public  Affaks  to  mutual  and  general  Advantage  in  one  intire 
corporate  Body  —  but  that  it  is  quite  necessary  there  should  be  some  Division  thereof  — 
'  Tiiat  no  Mode  or  Terms  of  Division  can  be  devised  which  the  Generality  of  the  Inhab- 
itants in  the  several  Parts  of  the  Town,  would  accede  to  &  acquiesce  in  — 

'That  it  is  consequently  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Peace  and  Happiness  of  the 
whole,  that  the  Mode  &  Terms  of  their  Division  should  be  referred  and  submitted  to  the 
Determination  of  judicious  &  disinterested  Persons,  from  abroad  — 

'Tliey  therefore  farther  report  their  Opinion  and  Advice  to  the  To^vn  that  (as  the  only 
Expedient  to  restore  Peace  or  to  prevent  the  various  increasing  Mischiefs  of  Discord  and 
Contention  among  them  &  so  remove  the  ImbaiTassments  aforesaid)  they  should  now 
unitedly  agree  to  petition  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  Sessions  for  such  Division 
of  the  Town  as  may  by  them  be  thought  best,  and  that  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly 
may  then  be  appointed  of  judicious  &  disinterested  Gentlemen  to  repair  to  this  Town,  to 
view  tlie  Situation  of  it's  Parts  to  consider  it's  Circumstances  &  to  judge  at  large  thereon 
what  Division,  and  on  what  Terms  and  Conditions,  shall  be  made  thereof,  and  to  report 
tbe  same  to  the  End  tliat  the  ToAvn  may  by  the  said  Assembly  be  divided  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  in  all  Respects  be  best;  and  that  a  Committee  of  the  Town  be  now  appointed 
to  petition  therefor  accordingly  — 

'That  whereas  the  Town  heretofore  voted  the  Sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds  towards 
building  a  Bridge  over  Agawam  River,  and  appointed  a  Committee  to  build  a  Bridge  in 
Case  &c.  as  by  their  Votes  appears,  and  whereas  the  said  Committee  have  proceeded  in 
said  Business  and  procured  great  Part  of  the  Timbers  for  the  same,  touching  which  the 
said  Committee  are  apprehensive  great  and  sharp  Disputes  &  Contentions  will  arise, 
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unless  prevented  by  some  prudent  and  amicable  Composition  and  Agreement  they  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  Proposal  of  an  Agreement  thereon,  which  they  approve 
themselves  and  recommend  to  the  To^\ti  for  their  Acceptance,  viz' — 

'  That  of  the  Stock  of  Money  or  Securities  for  Money  in  the  Treasury  of  said  Town, 
brought  in  or  due  for  Lands  sold  or  otherwise  (not  brought  in  by  Taxes,  nor  specially 
appropriated  by  the  Donors  to  the  Support  of  the  Poor,  nor  otherwise  specially  appro- 
priated) amounting  to  about  £459-16-7.  the  Inhabitants  on  the  west  Side  Connecticut 
Pi.iver  in  said  Town  should  have  such  Proportion  of  the  same  as  they  are  assessed  on  the 
last  Assessment  in  said  Town ;  and  the  Inhabitants  on  the  East  Side  said  River  in  said 
Town,  shall  have  the  Residue  thereof  when  Division  shall  take  Place  between  them. 
That  at  present  the  said  Committee  for  building  said  Bridge  should  receive  of  the  same, 
to  the  amount  of  two  hundi-ed  Pounds  as  Part  of  the  Proportion  aforesaid  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants on  the  west  Side  of  said  River,  to  be  improved  in  defreying  the  Charge  and  Ex- 
pence  of  building  &  linishing  said  Bridge,  the  s''  Committee  indemnifying  theTown  from 
any  farther  Expence  for  the  same  Bridge  in  future,  and  that  on  such  proposed  Division 
of  the  said  Town,  the  Inhabitants  on  the  West  Side  said  River  to  receive  the  Residue  of 
the  Proportion,  aforesaid  of  such  Stock  in  the  Treasury ;  the  Remainder  thereof  to  be  for 
the  Iuhal)itants  on  the  East  Side,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  shall  agree  or  as  shall  be 
ordered  for  them ;  the  Division  of  said  Stock  both  at  present  and  hereafter  to  be  made 
reasonably,  having  proper  Regard  to  the  Quality  of  said  Debts  and  the  Probability  of 
speedy  Payment  thereof,  by  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  for  that  PuriDose  — 

'That  in  the  mean  Time  the  Grammar  School  in  said  Town  be  kept  where  it  is  at 
present '  — 

The  Town  abundantly  sensible  Df  the  Truth  and  Justice  of  the  Substance  of  that  Report 
of  their  Committee,  did  at  their  INIeeting  afterwards  or  the  Adjournment  accept  the  same 
—  only  with  this  Amendment,  that  instead  of  applying  directly  to  this  honourable  Assem- 
bly for  a  Committee  to  hear  consider  &  determine  of  a  Division  of  said  Town — they 
agreed  to  refer  the  Matter  to  an  impartial  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  themselves,  to 
repair  to  said  Town,  to  view  the  Situation  of  its  Parts,  to  consider  its  Circumstances,  and 
to  judge  at  large  thereon ;  what  Division  and  on  what  Terms  &  Conditions  such  Division 
should  be  made  thereof — And  made  Choice  of  Erastus  Woolcut  Esq  of  Windsor  in  Con- 
necticut, William  Williams  Esq  of  Hatfield,  &  Joseph  Root  Esq  of  Montague  as  a  Com- 
mittee for  that  Purpose — 

The  same  Committee  soon  afterwards  at  the  Request  of  the  said  Town  repaired  hither, 
heard  all  Parties  from  the  several  Parishes  of  the  said  Town  on  the  Matter  &  Mode  of  Di- 
vision aforesaid  —  and  after  full  Hearing  and  Consideration  of  the  same,  made  their 
Report  in  Writing  to  the  Town  under  their  Hands  —  a  Copy  of  which  is  herewith  humbly 
presented  to  your  Excellency  and  Honors  — 

The  said  Town  afterwards  (^vhich  your  Petitioners  are  very  sony  to  be  obliged  to  relate) 
very  inconsistently  (as  they  conceive)  with  their  fonner  Votes,  or  the  pretended  Sincerity 
with  which  they  made  their  Submission  aforesaid  to  their  said  Committee ;  did  by  a  very 
small  Majority,  refuse  the  Acceptance  of  the  said  Committee's  Report — And  so  the  good 
Effects  that  were  hoped  for  from  that  Submission  and  Reference,  are  in  Danger  to  be  lost, 
unless  by  the  Aid  of  your  Excellency  and  Honors  prevented — 

Your  Petitioners  are  very  Sensible  (as  the  To^vn  by  their  Vote  aforesaid  have  declared 
themselves  to  be)  that  a  Division  of  the  same  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Peace  and 
Happiness  thereof  in  future  —  and  they  are  persuaded,  the  Town  refused  to  accept  said 
Committee's  Report,  not  from  any  Change  of  Sentiments  with  Regard  to  the  Necessity  of 
a  Division,  but  fi-om  Dislike  to  some  Circumstances  respecting  the  Mode  and  Terms 
thereof — your  Petitioners  are  also  fully  persuaded,  that  said  Committee  discovered  great 
Judgment  Impartiality  &  Wisdom  in  their  Report,  both  with  Respect  to  a  Division  and 
the  Mode  and  Ccnditions  of  it  —  and  that  it  would  finally  promote  the  Interest  of  all  Par- 
ties to  abide  by  their  s'',  Submission  and  to  be  ready  to  rest  in  the  Report  aforesaid  — 

They  therefore  pray  your  Excellency  and  Honors  Consideration  of  the  Premises,  and 
that  the  said  Town  may  be  divided  according  to  the  Report  of  said  Committee,  or  in  such 
other  Manner  as  your  Excellency  &  Honors  shall  think  best ;  to  prevent  farther  Conten- 
tion, Discord  &  Confusion  among  this  People,  and  to  promote  the  general  Tranquility  of 
the  whole  — 
And  they  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  pray  —  "]     Agents  for  the  said 

Geor:  Ptnchon  I  Inhabitants  of  said 
MosES  Bliss  j  first  Parish,  in  this 
Jon  :  Bliss  J  Particular."  —  Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  \\%,p.  707. 

"  June  11,  1773.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  first  Parish  in  Springfield,  and  the  Petition  of  Bononi  Banister  and  others  Inhabitants 
of  the  third  and  fourth  Parishes  in  said  Town,  and  the  Petition  of  John  Hubbard  and  oth- 
ers Inhabitants  of  the  place  called  Stony  Hill  in  said  Springfield,  all  praying  for  a  division 
of  said  Town  agreal^le  to  the  report  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  said  Town  to  consider  of 
and  report  to  them  of  the  mode  and  terms  of  a  division  thereof,  or  for  such  other  division 
as  may  l)y  this  Court  bethought  proper,  being  read  —  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  serve 
the  said  Town  of  Springfield  with  Copies  of  their  several  and  respective  Petitions  by  leav- 
ing the  same  with  the  Clerk  of  said  Town,  that  they  shew  cause  if  any  they  have,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  this  Court  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be 
granted.    In  Cotmcil,  Read  and  Concurred." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  43. 
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"  Province  of  ]     To  Lis  Excellency  Thomas   Hutchinson  Esqs    Govenor  in 

the  Massachusetts  >  chief  in  and  over  his  Majestys  said  Province ;  the  Honorable 
Bay  J  his  Majestys  Council,  and  the  Honorable  House  of  Representa- 

tives of  the  said  Province ;  in  General  Coui-t  assembled,  January 
26"',  1774.— 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants,  of  the  Third  Parish,  in  the  Tovra  of  Springfield,  in  the 
County  of  Hampshire,  &  Province  aforesaid,  humbly  sheweth.  — 

That,  although  the  Settlement  of  that  Part  of  said  Springfield,  now  known  by  the  Name 
of  the  thu-d  Parish,  or  Long  Meadow,  began  about  the  same  Time  as  the  Settlements  in  s*^ 
Town  —  yet  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Third  Parish,  for  a  great  Number  of  years,  with 
chearfulness,  &  Harmony,  attended  at  the  first  Parish,  to  enjoy  the  Civil  and  Religious 
Priviledges  of  the  said  Town  —  That  their  Numbers  increasing,  &  thereby  rendering  their 
Attendance  at  the  first  Parish,  more  and  more  Burdensome;  upon  Application  to  the 
Town,  &  the  General  Court,  setting  forth,  •  the  Difficultys  they  laboured  under.'  in  the  year 
1713  they  were  incorporated  into  a  seperate  Parish,  by  the  Name  of  Long  Meadow,  by 
which  Means  they  were  considerably  relieved,  by  being  enabled  to  transact  a  considerable 
part  of  their  Concerns  as  a  Society,  among  themselves.  —  since  which  Time  (more  than 
Sixty  years)  your  Petitioners,  &  their  Predcessors,  have  been  obliged  to  attend  at  the 
first  Parish,  to  transact  all  Tqiati  AfRiirs.  —  which  has  been  attended  with  great  Expence 
and  Difficulty,  considering  the  Distance,  few  living  less  than  four  Miles,  &  many  seven,  or 
Eight  Miles  distant,  from  the  usual  Place  of  holding  Town  Meetings,  to  this  might  be 
added,  the  great  Difficulty  of  travelling,  at  that  Season  of  the  year,  when  the  most  impor- 
tant Part  of  Town  Business  is  by  Law  required  to  be  transacted.  —  &  also  the  extraordi- 
nary Time,  which  is  unavoidably  titken  up,  in  ti'ansacting  the  pnblick  Business  of  so  large 
a  Town,  more  than  would  be  necessary,  in  smaller  Societys  —  They  also  further  humbly 
shew,  that  the  Town  of  Springfield,  (consisting  of  Five  Parishes,)  as  they  are  greatly  Scat- 
ter,d  in  their  Situation ;  so  they  are  greatly  divided  in  their  Interests,  which  much  retards 
the  Dispatch  of  pnblick  Business,  &  prevents  that  Ilarnidiiy,  and  Unanimity,  from  taking 
Place  in  their  Pnblick  Meetings,  which  has  been  peculiarly  enjoyed,  by  your  Petitioners  in 
transacting  their  Parish  AfFau-s,  &  which  they  most  heartily  wish  to  enjoy,  in  all  their  pub- 
lick  Concerns ;  but  despair  of,  whilst  connected  with  such  a  large  Body,  whose  Interest  is 
so  different  from  theirs,  in  many  Cases,  as  renders  it  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
obtain,  what  theij  call  Justice,  from  thon  as  a  Toic7i. — in  particular,  they  beg  leave  ta 
mention —  That  though  by  Reason  of  their  Situation,  the  Repahs  of  High  Ways,  in  the 
thhd  Precinct,  are  more  expensive  in  one  year,  than  those  in  the  first  Parish  are  in  four  or 
five  —  yet  the  Town  have  always  refused,  ('tho  repeatedly  requested)  to  defi'ay  any  Part 
of  the  Expence  of  such  Repairs.  &  your  Petitioners  have  always  been  obliged,  to  do  all 
Repairs  within  tlieir  Precinct,  at  their  own  Charges.  —  We  would  also  beg  leave  further  to 
represent,  the  difficultys,  we,  in  comon  with  the  Town,  labour  under,  by  being  obliged  to 
transact  our  Publick  AlTalrs  together.  We  experience  the  Difficulty,  of  having  suitable 
Persons  appointed  to  places  of  trust,  in  our  several  Parishes ;  as  their  Qualifications  are 
mostly  unknown,  to  the  Majority  of  Voters.  —  the  Difficultys  the  Select-Men,  labour  under 
in  managing  the  Prudentials  of  the  Town;  taking  Care  of  the  Poor;  providing  private 
Schools  &;c — the  great  Difficulty  of  Meeting,  if  they  are  chosen  out  of  the  several  Par- 
ishes, being  apt  to  render  them  remiss  in  their  Duty,  or,  if  chosen  near  together,  the  great- 
est Part  of  the  Town  would  be  deprived,  of  the  Benefit  of  then-  Inspection,  and  oversight — 
&  also  we  experience  the  Disadvantage,  of  having  Assessors,  who  must  unavoidably  be 
unacquainted  with  the  Circumstances,  and  Estate,  of  the  greatest  Part  of  those  they  assess 
— Your  Petitioners  having  been  long  sensible,  of  these  Disadvantages,  and  Difficultys, 
which  continue  to  encrease,  in  Proportion  to  the  Increase  of  Inhabitants.  —  &  being  now 
about  Ninty  Familys,  &  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  third  Parish  daily  increasing.  —  they 
are  desirous  of  having  those  Difficultys,  removed,  in  the  only  Manner  which  appears  to  re- 
main for  their  Relief —viz  of  being  incorporated  into  a  Distinct,  and  seperate  District,  or 
Town.  —  for  which  Pui"pose,  by  an  Unanimous  Vote  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  third  Par- 
ish, application  was  made  to  the  said  Town,  at  their  annual  Town  Meeting  in  March  1772, 
for  their  Consent,  that  your  Petitioners  might  be  set  off  as  a  distinct  &  seperate  Town,  or 
District  — under  certain  Restrictions  and  Regulations  —  which  was  then  Voted  as  peti- 
tion,d  for,  (as  the  Petitioners  understood.) —but  some  Difficultys  happening  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  said  Vote  — &  the  Circumstances  of  the  Town,  still  rendering  the  Disad- 
vantages of  an  Union  with  them,  greater  &  greater;  your  Petitioners  again  applied  to  the 
Town,  at  a  legal  Town  Meeting  on  the  Seventeenth  of  January  Instant,  for  tlieir  Consent 
to  be  set  off  as  a  distinct  Town  or  District.  —  at  which  Meeting  the  said  Town  Voted  '  That 
they  consent  that  the  said  third  Parish,  be  set  off  as  a  distinct  Towni  or  District,  by  the 
Limits  they  now  enjoy  as  a  Parish,'  under  certain  Restrictions  &  Regulations  therein 
mentioned— agreable  to  the  Vote  of  the  said  Town  herewith  exhibited.  —  Your  Petitioners 
therefore  most'hnrably  supplicate  your  Excellency  and  Honors,  that  they  may  be  relieved 
from  the  Difficultys, they  now  Labour  under,  as  above  specified;  (ct  which  prove  a  great 
Discouragement  from  the  Settlement  of  the  yet  nncnltivaled  I-ands  in  the  said  Parish,)  by 
granting  the  Prayer  of  this  Petition. viz:  That  the  said  Third  Parish  of  the  Town  of 
Springfield,  may  be  incorporated  into  a  seperate  &  distinct  Town,  or  District,  with  all  the 
Priviledges,  and  Immunities  of  other  Towns,  in  this  Province;  (that  only  of  sending  a 
Representative  to  y  Great  &  General  Court  excepted  in  the  Choice  of  whom,  they  are  still 
willing  to  join  with  the  said  Town  of  Springfield.)  agi-eable  to  the  said  last  mentioned 
Vote,"of  the  said  Town  of  Springfield.- by  granting  of  which  Petition,  we  shall  not  only 
be  greatly  relieved  of  those  Burdens  which  we  have  long  born  —  be  enabled  to  tr.ansact 
the  Business  of  the  Society,  with  much  less  trouble  and  expence,  and  more  to  our  own  Sat- 
isfaction ;  but  also  we  apprehend  the  Peace,  &  Prosperity  of  the  whole  Town,  will  be 


Comittee  of 
tlic  said  third 
I'arish  for  this 
Tvirpose."  —  Mass. 
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thereby  increased ;  and  no  Disadvantage,  that  we  can  conceive  of,  wilT  thereby  accrue  to 
the  Publick,  or  any  Part  of  the  said  Town.  —  And  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  pray 

Jonathan  Stedbins  " 

Springfield  Longmeadow  Natii^l  Ely  2i> 

FebruT  2*  1774  Aaron  Colton 

Samll  Williams 
David  Buut  3'> 
JoNA.  Hale  junk 
JoNA  Burt  2^" 
Archives,  vol.  118,  p.  715. 

"Feb.  11,  1774.  The  following  Order  passed  on  t':e  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  first  Parish  in  Springfield  and  the  Petitions  of  Beuoni  Banister  and  others  Inhabitants 
of  the  third  and  fourth  Parishes  in  said  Town  and  tlie  Petition  of  John  Hubbard  and 
others  Inhabitants  of  the  place  called  Stony  hill  in  said  Springfield  —  as  entered  the  11"» 
day  of  June  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  Answer  and  Ordered  that  William  Brattle 
and  Benjamin  Greenleaf  Esq'",  with  such  as  may  be  joined  by  the  hon'*'«.  House  be  a 
Committee  to  talje  the  same  into  consideration,  hear  the  parties  and  malce  report.  In  the 
House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred  and  M'.  Danielson  M^  Gorham  and 
Doct'.  Holton  are  joined,  and  Ordered  that  the  same  Committee  tal^e  into  consideration  a 
Petition  of  the  third  Parish  in  Springfield  which  is  now  a  paper  accompanying  the  Peti- 
tion.   In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred. " —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  1G9. 

"  The  Com'«^?  of  both  Houses  to  whom  were  referred  the  Petitions  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  First  Parish  in  Springfield  and  the  Petitions  of  numbers  of  the  Inhaljitants  of  the 
Third  and  Fourth  Parishes  in  said  Town  respectively,  praying  for  a  General  Division  of 
the  said  Town  by  Connecticut  River  under  certain  Restrictions  &c 

&  The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  said  Town  of  Springfield  that  is 
called  and  known  by  the  Name  of  Stony  Hill*  praying  that  they  may  be  made  a  seperate 
District,  and  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  third  Parish  in  said  Town  commonly 
called  Long  Meadow  Parish,  praying  that  they  also  may  be  made  a  seperate  District,  and 
the  Petition  from  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Long  Meadow  IParish  praying  that 
the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  of  that  Parish  might  not  be  granted  —  And  the  Answer  to  the 
Town  of  Springfield  to  the  three  first  of  said  Petitions.  Have  carefully  attended  to  the 
said  Petitions  and  Answer  &  fully  heard  the  Agents  for  the  Petitioners  for  a  general  Di- 
vision of  said  Town,  and  the  Agent  of  the  Town  and  their  Council  respecting  such  general 
Division  &c    And  beg  leave  to  Report 

That  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Third  Parish  In  said  Springfield  called  Long 
Meadow  Parish  be  dismiss'd. 

That  they  are  of  opinion  considering  the  number  and  ch-cumstances  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  said  Springfield  called  Stony  Hill  which  live  within  the  limits  in  their  peti- 
tion aforesaid  mentioned ;  that  It  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  wisdom  of  the  Assem- 
bly or  the  Interest  of  those  People  that  the  Prayer  of  their  Petition  should  at  present  be 
granted  At  the  same  time,  the  Com^e  are  of  Opinion,  That  as  their  local  Circumstances 
ai"e  such  that  they  can  receive  little  or  no  Advantage  in  Regard  to  public  Worship  in  the 
first  and  fourth  Parishes  to  which  they  belong  in  said  Town,  That  altlio  they  should  con- 
tinue to  be  taxed  to  all  Parish  charges  in  common  with  others  in  said  Parishes,  yet  that 
they  should  for  the  future  and  untifthis  Court  shall  otherwise  order  be  intitled  to  receive 
from  the  Treasurys  of  said  Parishes  from  Year  to  Year,  so  much  money  as  they  shall 
pay  into  the  same  respectively  to  be  improved  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  Preaching 
among  themselves,  provided  they  improve  the  same  moneys  for  that  purpose  only.  —  And 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Parishes  be  enabled  to  raise  so  much  more  money  than  other- 
wise they  need  in  Order  to  Supply  the  Deficiency  thereby  occasioned  of  what  may  be 
necessary  to  defrey  their  respective  Parish  Charges  Annually. 

The  said  Com'''.''  further  report  That  the  Town  of  Springfield  be  divided  into  two  dis- 
tinct and  Seperate  Towns  by  Connecticut  River,  under  the  Condition  or  restriction  here- 
after mentioned  —  And  that  the  part  of  the  said  Town  of  Springfield  that  now  is,  That  lies 
on  the  East  side  said  Connecticut  River  be  and  remain  the  Town  of  Springfield.  And 
that  the  part  of  said  Town  that  lies  on  the  West  side  said  River  be  erected  into  a  distinct 
and  seperate  Town  with  all  the  Powers  and  priviledges  of  a  Town,  excepting  only  and 
providing,  with  regard  to  the  Lands  in  the  great  and  general  Field  so  called  on  the  West 
side  s"!  Connecticut  River  in  said  Town  that  lie  Southerly  of  a  line  running  from  the  Ferry 
over  said  Paver  at  the  upper  Wharf  so  called,  to  the  Pond  called  Turtle  pond  in  said 
Field,  and  from  thence  to  the  West  end  of  the  Hill  called  New  Field  Hill,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Ferry  over  Agunam  River  at  Moses  Leonards,  That  such  part  of  said  Land  (so 
lying  in  said  Field  Southerly  of  said  Line)  as  is  or  may  be  owned  by  any  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants on  the  East  side  said  Connecticut  River  in  said  Springfield  shall  be  taxable  and 
taxed  for  all  Province,  County,  Town  and  Parish  Charges  only  in  said  Town  of  Spring- 
field at  all  times  hereafter. 

That  in  such  Division  the  Inhabitants  on  each  side  said  River  shall  divide  or  Support 
together  the  poor  of  said  Town  in  proportion  as  they  pay  to  the  Charges  of  said  Town  in 
their  last  Assessment;  &  pay  all  the  present  Debts  of  the  Town  in  the  same  proportion 
And  that  they  shall  share  between  themselves  in  the  same  proportion  all  the  Town 
Moneys  Debts  and  Stock  of  Ammunition  excepting  £200  —  agreed  by  said  Town  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  Building  a  Bridge  on  Chicaber  River,  which  sum  "also  if  it  be  not  made 
use  of  for  that  purpose  in  the  Space  of  ten  Years  shall  also  be  divided  in  the  same  propor- 
tion.—  And  that  all  the  Ministerial  School  Lands  belonging  to  s<i.Town  of  Springfield  & 
lying  in  the  outward  Comon  so  called  there  both  on  the  East  &  West  Sides  of  s*"  Connec- 
ticut River  be  holden  or  divided  between  the  Inhabitants  of  the  s*!  two  Towns  in  the  same 

*  Bee  note  to  chapter  27,  post. 
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proportion  with  their  other  joint  Intrcst  before  mcntion'd— &  tliat  this  Division  shall  not 
affect  or  alter  the  Rights  or  Limits  of  Parishes  heretofore  settled  &  establish'd  in  fA 
Town  — 

The  Committee  beg  leave  to  add  that  this  Report  so  far  as  respects  the  General  Division 
of  said  Town  and  the  Terras  and  Conditions  thereof  is  made  not  only  Agreable  to  the 
opinion  of  all  the  Com*<=».  but  also  conformable  to  the  Agreement  of  the  8aid  Agents  made 
before  them.  W  Brattle  by  order 

In  Council  Feb-'.  17">  1774—  Read  &  accepted,  &  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  of  the 
first  Parish  in  the  Town  of  Springfield,  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly  —  Sent 
down  for  Concurrence  Jx".  Cotton  D.  Secry 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb  17  1774  Read  and  Concured  excepting  that  part 
which  relates  to  Stony  Hill  &  orderd  that  that  part  of  the  Town  of  Springfield  Called 
Stony  Hill  be  incorporated  into  a  district  agreable  to  their  petition 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  T  Cubhinq  Spk*" 

In  Council  February  18">  1774  Read  &  Concurred—  Jx<».Cottox  D.  Secry."— 

Mass.  Archives,  vol.  118,  p.  719. 

"  An  Act  for  incorporating  West  Springfield  The  Governor  formerly  had  an  Instruc- 
tion to  make  no  new  Towns  unless  care  was  taken  that  the  number  of  the  Representa- 
tives'* which  afterwards  was  relaxed  and  extended  to  Towns  only  which  were  made  out  of 
old  Towns.  The  Instruction  is  now  wholly  withdrawn  I  have  however  so  far  as  respects 
the  division  of  old  Towns  generally  governed  myself  by  the  reason  of  the  Instruction  and 
I  dont  remember  any  instances  of  my  assent  to  any  Bill  without  such  exception.  The 
Town  of  Springfield  is  a  very  large  Town, —  Connecticut  River  as  wide  as  the  Thames  at 
London  Bridge  runs  through  the  middle  of  it.  Now  it  is  divided  each  Town  is  larger 
than  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  other  Towns  in  the  Province.  If  I  had  refused  my 
assent  to  the  Bill  there  was  no  probability  of  another  Bill  with  the  usual  exception  Chap- 
ter five  [chapter  19]  for  incorporating  Levcrett  has  not  so  good  a  claim  as  this  Act.  I 
must  acknowledge  I  gave  my  assent  suddenly  and  upon  further  consideration  should 
have  refused  it.  Seeing  the  increase  of  weight  will  in  some  degree  follow  the  increase  of 
numbers  in  the  House  of  Representatives  it  requires  some  provision  to  prevent  such  in- 
crease of  numbers." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5, 1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay, 
B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  5S. 

Chap.  27.  "  June  11,  1771.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Town  of 
Springfield  called  Stony  Hill  —  Setting  forth  —  That  the  said  Settlement  consists  of  about 
fifty  Families,  and  that  there  is  a  fair  prospect  their  number  may  in  a  few  years  be  very 
considerably  increased  —  That  the  most  of  them  live  eight  miles  and  many  of  them  much 
further  from  the  established  places  of  public  Worship  in  the  Parishes  to  which  they 
respectively  belong ;  and  that  they  live  from  eight  to  twelve  miles  distant  from  the  estab- 
lished place  of  holding  Town  Meetings  in  said  Town —  That  they  are  very  rarely  any  of 
them  able  without  great  inconvenience  and  expcnce  to  attend  the  public  worship  of  God 
in  their  respective  Parishes  and  seldom  attend  Town  Meetings  in  said  Town  —  That  for 
several  years  past  they  have  maintained  public  Worship  among  themselves  and  have 
during  that  time  paid  their  full  proportion  of  Town  and  Parish  Taxes  —  And  praying  that 
they  may  be  Incorporated  into  a  District  by  certain  bounds  mentioned  in  their  Petition ; 
the  Town  of  Springfield  having  consented  thereto. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  foregoing  Petition  being  read,  thereupon  Re- 
solved and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the  first  Parish  in  Springfield  and  the  fifth 
parish  of  said  Town  by  serving  the  respective  Clerks  of  each  of  the  aforesaid  Parishes 
with  an  attested  Copy  of  the  Petition  and  Order  thereon,  to  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have, 
on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court  why  the  prayer  of  said 
Petition  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." —  Council  Records, 
vol.  XXIX., p.m. 

"  Apr.  22,  1772.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Town  of  Springfield 
called  Stony  Hill — Praying  to  be  Incorporated  into  a  District,  as  entered  the  11"'  day  of 
June  last. 

In  Council.  Ordered  that  the  consideration  of  this  Petition  be  referred  to  the  fourth 
Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court.  In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Read  and  Concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  179. 

"  June  18,  1772.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Town  of  Springfield 
called  Stony  Hill,  Praying  to  be  erected  into  a  District,  as  entred  the  ll"\day  of  June 
1771  — 

In  Council,  Read  again  and  Ordered  that  this  Petition  be  revived,  &  that  William  Sever 
and  James  Humphrey  Esq",  with  such  as  the  hon^o.  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee 
to  take  this  Petition  and  the  several  Answers  thereto  into  consideration  and  report  what 
they  shall  judge  necessary  for  this  Court  to  do  thereon. —  In  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Read  &  ConcuiTcd  &  Cap'.  Mosely,  M'".  Bridgham  and  Col°.  Murray  are  joined." — 
Ibid.,  p.  272. 

"  June  25, 1772.  The  Committee  appointed  the  18.  instant  on  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabi- 
itants  of  that  part  of  the  Town  of  Springfield  called  Stony  Hill,  having  considered  the 
same  as  also  the  Answers  of  the  first  and  fifth  Parishes  in  said  Town  and  other  papers 
accompanying  the  said  petition  —  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  said  Petition  be  dis- 
missed—  Signed  Will-m  Sevidr  P^.  Order 

In  Council,  Read  &  Accepted  &  Ordered  that  the  s*.  petition  be  dismissed  accordingly 
—  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Nonconcurred  and  Ordered  that  the  Peti- 

*  Sic,  in  Mr.  Sainsbury'a  transcript.  The  words  "  be  not  thereby  increased,"  or  some  equiva- 
lent expression,  are  evidently  omitted.  This,  however,  was  not  the  purport  of  the  instruction, 
■which  was  not  to  assent  "  to  any  bill  for  erecting  a  new  town,  or  dividing  an  old  one,  without  a 
suspending  clanfie,  &c." 
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tioncrs  bavc  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  the  Petition.  In  Council  Read  & 
Nonconcurred  and  the  Board  adhere  to  their  own  Vote." — Ibid.,  p.  289. 

"  To  Incorporate  a  District  by  the  name  of  Ludlow." —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  Apr.  5, 1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  58. 

See,  also,  note  to  chapter  26,  ante. 

Chap.  28.    "  An*  Act  for  Supply  of  the  Treasury  as  usual."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  29,  June  9, 1773.  A  Petition  of  Josiah  Edson  Esq',  of  Bridgwater  in  behalf  of 
the  said  Town —  Setting  forth — That  the  Law  of  this  Province  for  regulating  the  Ale  wive 
Fishery  in  the  said  Town  has  been  found  ineffectual  to  that  purpose.  And  praying  that 
some  alterations  and  additions  may  be  made  thereto. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  the  Petitioner  serve  the  owners  of  said 
Perkins's  Dam  with  an  attested  Copy  of  this  Petition  with  the  Courts  Order  thereon,  by 
leaving  the  same  with  one  of  the  principal  of  said  owners  that  they  may  shew  cause,  if 
any  they  have,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Sessions  of  the  General  Court  why 
the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." —  Council 
Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  31. 

"  Feb.  18,  1774.  The  Petition  of  Josiah  *Edson,  Esq;  in  Behalf  of  the  Town  of  Bridg- 
water, praying  for  an  Alteration  of  and  Addition  to  the  Law  passed  in  the  Fifth  Year  of 
the  present  Pi,eign  relating  to  Alewives,  which  Petition  was  enter'd  the  9th  of  June  1773. 
Read  again  and  reviv'd.and  Ordered,  That  the  Member  from  Bridgeicater  haVe  leave  to 
bring  ina  Bill  for  the  Purpose  of  the  Petition."  —  House  Journal,  p.  173. 

"  Mar.  3,  1774.  On  the  Petition  of  Robert  Treat  Paine  and  Daniel  Leonard  Esq". 
Agents  for  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Taunton. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Read  and  Ordered  that  Henry  Gardner  and  Benja- 
min Lincoln  Esq",  with  such  as  the  hon'''*.  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  tliis 
Petition  into  consideration,  together  with  the  Petitions  of  the  Towns  of  Bridgwater  and 
Middleborough,  all  of  them  praying  for  the  regulating  the  Alewive  Fishery  in  Taunton 
Great  River,  and  to  repair  the  next  season  of  the  passing  of  said  Fish  up  said  River  to  the 
Town  of  Taunton  and  the  several  Towns  thro'  or  by  which  said  River  runs  or  any  stream 
or  streams  run  or  pass  into  said  River,  in  which  stream  or  streams  said  Fish  pass  up  and 
report  to  this  Court  at  the  next  Session  thereof  what  new  regulations,  if  any,  are  nec- 
essary to  be  made  for  taking  Alewives  in  Taunton  Great  River  and  the  several  branches 
or  streams  runing  into  the  same.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  and  Artemas  Ward 
Esq'',  is  joined  in  the  affak." —  Council  Records,  vol,  XXX,,  p,  244. 

"  Respects  the  Fishery  of  Alewives  in  Bridgwater  the  like  Provisions  in  other  Towns." — 
Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82, 
P.  p.,  58. 

Chap.  30.  "  June  29, 1773.  Upon  the  Petition  of  John  Peas  and  others  William  Brat- 
tle, Thomas  Foster  and  Daniel  Howard  Esq",  were  appointed  to  take  the  same  under  con- 
sideration; they  repaired  to  Chapequiduck  viewed  the  Lands  purchased  by  the  English 
of  the  Indians  on  said  Island,  took  Surveys  and  plans  thereof  &c  Upon  the  Committees 
having  attended  the  service  assigned  them,  they  at  Plymouth  on  their  return  left  the 
papers  with  the  said  Thomas  to  draw  a  report  which  tho'  often  requested  he  hath 
neglected  to  do;  upon  the  subscribers  mentioning  the  fact  to  the  present  hon'^^  Board, 
which  he  did  the  year  before  in  writing  and  the  year  before  that  verbally  to  proceeding 
Boards,  this  hon'^'".  Board  by  Express  sent  an  order  to  him  forthwith  to  attend  with  the 
papers :  through  bodily  indisposition  he  could  not  attend,  but  sent  the  papers,  whereupon 
the  Board  ordered  the  subscriber  to  make  report — which  in  obedience  to  said  order  is 
now  done  in  the  following  manner,  —  That  upon  the  plans  that  were  taken  of  the  Lands 
purchased  by  the  English  of  the  Indians  on  the  Island  aforesaid,  it  manifestly  appears  in 
the  first  place,  that  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  the  Deeds  contain  more  Acres  than  are 
mentioned  in  said  Deeds.  2diy  That  in  some  of  said  Deeds  there  is  no  valuable  considera- 
tion—  in  most  if  not  in  every  one  not  a  consideration  by  any  means  equal  to  the  true 
value  of  the  Lands  when  purchased.  3'"?.  It  appears  that  every  purchase  aforesaid  was 
made  directly  contrary  to  the  Law  that  they  were  under  when  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  York  and  directly  contrary  to  the  Law  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  and  the  Law  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  after  Capawa  or  Martha's 
Vineyard  was  made  part  thereof,  and  above  all  directly  contrary  to  an  Award  signed  and 
sealed  A  D  1715  by  his  then  Excellency  Joseph  Dudley  Esq^.,  the  hon^e  Will™.  Tailor 
Samuel  Sewall,  Peti  Townsend  and  John  Gushing  Esq".  Arbitrators  mutually  chosen  by 
the  Indian  proprietors  of  Chapequiduck  and  the  English,  which  Award  was  in  Council 
Decem''.  19  1715  read  and  approved  and  sejit  down  for  concurrence       J.Woodward  Sec. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Decern'"  20. 1715  Read  and  concurred 

JouN  BuuRiLL  Speaker, 

By  the  hon'^'». Lieutenant  Governor,  I  consent  to  this  determination    Will".  Tayler — 
A  true  Copy  of  Record  Attest  J  Willard  Secretary  — 

4 — Notwithstanding  the  truth  as  above  and  this  further  truth  that  many  of  these  pur- 
chases were  made  with  their  e3'es  open  knowing  that  it  was  against  Law,  against  the 
Award  aforesaid  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  General  Court  as  aforesaid  — yet  consider- 
ing the  very  great  inconveniences  hardships  and  in  some  instances  great  injustice  that 
would  ensue  was  not  the  whole  matter  viewed  in  equity  and  determinations  in  equity  had 
thereon — The  subscriber  huml)ly  proposes  that  a  Committee  might  be  chose  to  take  this 
whole  matter  into  consideration,  together  with  all  breaches  and  trespasses  made  upon  tho 
Indian  proprietors  of  Chapequiduck  contrary  to  the  award  aforesaid  and  of  all  purchases 
that  have  been  made  by  the  English  of  the  Indians  of  Lands  lying  on  said  Islaiid,  since 
the  last  committee  went  there,  make  such  an  adjustment  and  settlement  in  equity  with 


382  PROVINCE  Laws.  — 1773-74.  [Notes.] 

respect  to  every  purchase  or  Trespass  as  aforesaid  and  also  with  respect  to  what  shall 
appear  to  them  due  from  the  English  to  the  Indians  with  respect  to  the  matters  in  said 
Award  contained  as  they  in  their  judgment  shall  think  right  and  equitable,  they  to 
report  at  the  next  Session  of  this  Court,  and  that  as  soon  as  this  is  done,  the  General 
Court  appoint  Guardians  over  said  Indians.    All  which  is  humbly  submitted 

W  Brattle 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  Walter  Spooner  Esq',  with  such  as 
may  be  joined  by  the  hon'^'o.  House,  be  a  Committee  for  the  purposes  above-mentioned, 
also  that  they  take  into  consideration  the  circumstances  of  the  Indians  at  Gayhcad,  and 
make  report  of  their  doings  at  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court.  In  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred  and  M'.  Bacon  and  Mf.  Lothrop  are  joined."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,p.  100. 

"  Feb.  21,  1774.  The  Committee  appointed  in  Juno  last  to  repair  to  the  Island  of 
Marthas  Vineyard  and  there  take  into  consideration  the  Trespasses  committed  on  the 
Indian  Lands  on  the  Island  of  Chabbaquiddick  &  also  to  consider  the  state  and  circum- 
stances of  the  Indians  at  Gayhead  on  the  abovesaid  Island  of  Marthas  vineyard  —  Re- 
ported a  state  of  facts  and  prayed  the  further  Order  of  the  Court  —  and  also  reported, 
as  their  opinion,  that  Guardians  bo  appointed  for  the  Indians  at  Gayhead. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Ordered  that  this  Report  be  recommitted  that  the  Committee  may 
consider  and  report  what  they  may  judge  proper  for  the  General  Court  to  do  that  a  just 
and  equitable  settlement  may  be  made  between  the  English  and  Indian  Inhabitants  on 
the  Island  of  Chabbaquiddick.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred." 
—  Ibid.,  p.  198. 

"  Feb.  23,  1774.  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  in  June  last  to  repair  to  the 
Island  of  Marthas  Vineyard  and  there  take  into  consideration  the  Trespasses  committed 
on  the  Indians  Lands  on  the  Island  of  Chabbaquiddick,  having  reported  a  state  of  facts 
only — the  said  Report  was,  on  the  21st  of  February  instant,  recommitted  that  the  Com- 
mittee might  consider  and  report  what  they  judged  proper  for  the  General  Court  to  do  that 
a  just  and  equitable  settlement  might  be  made  between  the  English  and  Indian  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  Chabbaquiddick.  The  said  Committee  accordingly  made  the  following 
Report  viz' — 

Your  Committee  agreable  to  the  above  Order  have  duly  considered  thereon  and  report 
as  follows  —  that  a  Law  be  made  this  Session  to  prevent  any  Cattle,  Horses,  Sheep,  Goats 
or  Swine  from  going  at  large  on  the  Island  Chabbaquiddick  from  the  tenth  day  of  April 
next  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  October  next  and  so  to  be  continued  annually,  and  also  to 
prevent  any  Wood  being  sold  or  transported  from  off  the  Indian  Lands  on  said  Island  on 
any  pretence  whatsoever.  2^  that  a  Committee  I)e  appointed  to  set  off  to  the  English 
purchasers  or  Patentees  such  quantity  of  Lands  to  each  of  them,  by  meets  and  bounds,  in 
full  consideration  of  their  several  purchases  as  to  said  Committee  in  equity,  all  circum- 
stances considered,  may  appear  just  and  reasonable,  excepting  such  purchases  as  have 
been  made  since  the  year  1763  at  a  time  when  a  Committee  of  this  Court  had  the  matters 
relative  to  the  disputes  between  the  English  and  Indians  on  said  Island  under  considera- 
tion, those  purchases  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be  declared  null  and  void. 
■S^'y  that  said  Committee  be  directed  to  report  what  sum  of  money  the  Patentees  or  pur- 
chasers ought  to  pay  for  time  past  as  well  as  for  time  to  come  for  the  privilege  of  mowing 
the  Salt  Meadow  on  the  Island  of  Chabbaquiddick  and  Grazing  Cattle  thereon,  agreable 
to  the  Award  made  in  1715 —  41^?  Said  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  any  other 
matters  or  things  relative  to  said  disputes  and  to  act  thereon  as  to  them  shall  appear  just 
and  reasonable  to  be  done  between  said  English  and  Indians  on  said  Island,  so  that  a 
final  settlement  may  be  made  between  them  and  report  to  the  General  Court  for  their  con- 
sideration and  Order  thereon,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be.  5"»'y  That  Guardians  be 
appointed  with  full  power  to  have  the  care  and  oversight  of  the  Indians  and  their  interest 
on  said  Island.    All  which  is  submitted  Walter  Spooner  4P*  Order 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  Walter  Spooner  and  Edward  Bacon 
Esq",  and  M^  Isaac  Lothrop  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  therein 
mentioned,  and  also  for  repairing  to  the  Island  of  Chabbaquiddick  to  set  off  the  Land  to 
the  Ennlisli  Inhabitants  in  full  of  their  respective  purchases  agreable  to  said  report,  and 
for  assertaining  what  sum  or  sums  of  money  the  English  Inhabitants  ought  to  allow  and 
pay  the  Indians  for  the  privilege  of  Mowing  the  Salt  Meadow  and  Grazing  Cattle  thereon, 
and  to  take  into  consideration  aud  determine  upon  such  other  matters  as  shall  appear  to 
them  just  and  reasonable  finally  to  adjust  all  disputes,  and  report  their  doings  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  for  confirmation  as  soon  as  may  be;  and  that  Guardians  be  chosen  to  have  the 
care  and  oversight  of  the  Indians  interest.  And  that  all  conveyancesof  Lands,  purchased 
of  the  Indians,  on  the  Island  of  Chabhaquiddick,  since  the  year  17G8,  be  and  hereby  are 
declared  null  and  void.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  207. 

"  Feb.  24,  1774.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  there  be  granted  and 
allowed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  to  Walter  Spooner  and  Edward  Bacon 
Esq",  and  M^  Isaac  Lothrop  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  Proprie- 
tors of  and  Inhabitants  on  the  Island  of  Chabbaquiddick,  to  be  applied  for  the  sole  pur- 
poses of  paying  sundry  charges  that  said  Indians  have  been  at  for  Simon  Porridge's 
expenccs  as  Agent  for  them  the  said  Indians  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  fur- 
ther expcnce  of  said  Indians  for  attending  the  General  Court  the  present  Sessions ;  the 
Committee  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented 
to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  209. 

"  Mar.  8,  1774.  The  two  Houses  according  to  agreement  proceeded  to  the  choice  of 
Guardians  for  the  Indians  of  Chabboquiddick,  and  upon  exafnining  the  votes  it  appeared 
that  William  Mayhew  and  Jonathan  Allen  Esq",  and  George  Johnson  jun^.  were  chosen. 
Consented  to  by  the  Governer." — Ibid.,  p.  263. 
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"  For  preserving  the  Meadows  at  Chabbiquidick  like  Provision  in  many  other  Places." 
—  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774:  "Jfaws.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82, 
P.p.,5S. 

Chap.  31.  "  Feb.  15,  1774.  A  Petition  of  Henry  Gardner,  Esq;  Agent  for  the  Town  of 
Stow,  praying  that  the  Proprietors  thereof  may  be  empowered  to  levy  and  collect  certain 
Taxes. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gardner  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill."  —  House  Journal, 
p.  156. 

"  To  correct  some  irregular  Proceedings  hi  the  Town  of  Stow  only." —  Gov.  Hittchinson 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  58. 

Chap.  32.  Feb.  17,  1774,  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Bridges 
and  Col.  Bacon,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  Fishery  in  Merri- 
mack River."  —  House  Journal,  p.  168. 

"  Mar.  7,  1774.  Benjamin  Greenleafe,  Esq:  came  down  from  the  Council  Board  to  pro- 
pose an  Amendment  on  the  Bill  for  preventing  the  Destruction  of  Salmon  in  Merrimack 
River  and  laid  the  said  Bill  on  the  Table.    The  same  was  consider'd  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hancock  go  up  to  the  Council  Board,  and  acquaint  them  that  this 
House  do  concur  with  the  honorable  Board  in  said  Amendment."  —  Ibid.,  p.  232. 

"To  regulate  the  Salmon  Fishery  in  Andover." — Gov.  Hutcliinson  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  Apr.  5,  1774 :  "  Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.  p.,  58. 

Chap.  33.    "  To  continue  a  former  Act  respecting  Dartmouth."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  34.  "  Mar.  2,  1774.  Upon  a  Motion  Ordered,-ThRt  Mr.  Gorham,  Mr.  Hancock, 
and  Major  Fuller,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  the  Revival  of  the  Impost  Act,  and 
report."  —  House  Journal,  p.  221. 

"To  continue  the  former  Impost  Act. —  Gov.  Hutchinson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Apr. 
5,  1774:  "Mass.  Bay,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  58. 

Supplementary  note  to  chapter  1.  —  The  following  extracts  from  "  The  Diary  and  Let- 
ters," &c.,  of  Governor  Hutchinson,  published  since  the  foregoing  notes  were  prepared, 
show  that  this  chapter  had  been  laid  aside  for  disallowance,  as  early  as  August  17,  1774. 
They  also  show  that,  as  late  as  the  12th  of  the  same  month,  the  field-pieces  had  not  been 
shipped.  This  agrees  with  Hutchinson's  statement  in  his  History,  that  "the  person  in- 
trnsted  with  this  money  applied  it  to  other  uses,  and  desired  his  correspondent  in  England 
to  send  the  field-pieces,  promising  remittance.  This  caused  some  delay,  or,  for  some  other 
reason,  they  were  not  shipped,  until  the  disorders  rose  to  such  heights  in  the  province,  that 
the  ministry,  receiving  information  that  such  pieces  were  preparing,  gave  orders  to  stop 
them." —  ( Vol.  3,  p.  390,  note) :  — 

"Aug.  12,  1774.  Mf  Pain  informed  me  he  had  not  shipped  the  field-pieces.  He  delayed 
because  of  a  report  that  they  were  designed  to  oppose  the  King's  troops  :  and  L''  North, 
he  says,  advised  to  it.  Afterwards,  from  some  losses  in  America,  ho  took  up  a  resolution 
to  give  no  credit  in  America,  N*^  nor  S^i  [  ?J  ;  and  as  Gushing  had  made  him  no  remittance, 
he  would  not  ship  them.  I  told  him  they  were  sent  for  upon  my  recommendation,  and  he 
thereupon  agreed  to  send  them  to  M''  Pepperrell,  to  be  delivered  upon  payment  being 
secured."  —  Diary,  p.  218. 

"Aug.  17,  1774.  M''  Pownall  called  also.  I  mentioned  to  him  the  affau-  of  the  field- 
pieces.  He  said  the  Act  for  purchasing  them  was  laid  by,  and  would  be  disallowed :  and 
that  the  Act  for  vendue  masters  was  actually  disallowed.  I  told  him  I  lioped  both  was 
done  before  my  arrival ;  otherwise  they  would  be  charged  to  me.  The  Vendue  Bill,  he 
said,  was  [disallowed]  long  before."  —  Ibid.,  p.  222. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Bos- 
ton, ON  THE  Twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1774,  and  held,  by  adjournment,  at  Salem,  on 
the  Seventh  day  of  June  following. 


CHAPTBE    1. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  SAFE  KEEPING  OF  THE  RECORDS  OF  THE  PRO- 
PRIETORS OF  LANDS  BROUGHT  TO  SEVERALTY,  AVHICH  HAD  BEEN 
BEFORE  HELD  IN  COMMON. 

Whereas  the  laws  of  this  province  have  made  provision,  and  im-  Preamble, 
powered  the  proprietors  of  land  lying  in  common  and  undivided,  "to  1692-3, chap. 28, 
manage,  improve  and  divide  the  same,  in  such  way  and  manner  as  §3- 
hath  been  or  shall  be  concluded  and  agreed  on  by  the  major  part  of 
the  interested";  and,  "  by  a  major  vote,  to  choose  a  clerk  to  enter  1712-13,  chap.  9, 
and  record  all  votes  and  orders  that,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  made  ^  ^' 
and  passed  in  the  proprietors'  meetings  "  ;  but  no  provision  is  made 
for  the  preservation  and  safe  keeping  of  such  proprietors'  records, 
after  they  have  made  a  full   and   compleat   division  of   their  lands 
lying  in  common  and  undivided  and  reduced  the  same  to  severalty ; 
for  remedy  whereof  for  the  future,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  last  clerk  chosen  by  the  proprietors  of  any  cierk  chosen  by 
common  and  undivided  land  in  this  province,  who  are,  or  have  been,  o/umiivWed'" 
or  may  hereafter  be,  impowered  by  law  to  hold  meetings,  choose  a  lands  to  «e- 
clerk  and  other  officers,  shall  continue  to  execute  the  office  of  clerk  notwithstanding 
to    which   he   was   appointed,   notwithstanding   the   final   and  total  the  division, 
division  of  the  lands  said  proprietors  held  in  common,  as  fully,  to  all 
intents,  constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  though  there  was 
no  such  division  made. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.   2.]     That  whensoever  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  clerk  of  Provision  in 
any  such  propriety,  after  the  final  division  of  their  lands  held  in  com-  decease  of" the 
mon,  or  the  clerk  of  any  propriety  where  the  proprietors  shall  cease  clerk, 
any  further  division,  shall  die,  or  is  already  dead,  or  where  such  clerk 
shall  otherwise  be  unable  to  act  as  clerk,  or  where  any  clerk  who  shall 
be  chosen  as  in  and  by  this    act  is  hereafter  provided,   shall  die, 
remove,  or  be  otherwise  unable  to  act  as  clerk,  then  and  in  such  case 
it  shall  and  may  be   lawful  for  the  owner   of  such    land    held   in 
severalty,  which  originally  was  held  in  common,  from  time  to  time,  to 
call  a  meeting  of  such  owners  of  land  held  in  severalty  ;  which  meet-  Owners,  how  to 

iiiiiiT'ji  •  .T1.  1      call  a  meeting 

lug  shall  be  called  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in  an  act  made  of  the  pro- 
in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty  Queen  Ann,  in-  p'^^^*°'"^- 
tituled   "An   Act   directing  how  meetings  of    proprietors   of   lands  1712-13, chap. 9. 
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[Chap.  2.] 


Clerk  empow- 
ered to  give 
attested  copies. 


lying  in  common  may  be  called,"  who,  when  met,  shall  have  power, 
by  the  major  vote  of  the  owners  present  at  such  meeting  (the  vote 
being  determined  according  to  the  interest) ,  to  choose  a  moderator 
and  clerk ;  which  clerk,  so  chosen,  shall  be  under  oath  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  office,  and  shall  have  power  to  demand  and  receive 
such  proprietors'  books  and  other  papers  in  the  hands  of  the  former 
clerk,  or  in  whosesoever  hands  they  may  be  found :  and  said  clerk,  so 
chosen,  shall  be  impowered  to  give  and  attest  copies  of  the  records  in 
such  books  entred,  or  original  papers  in  his  hands,  which  copies  shall 
be  as  good  and  valid  in  law  as  attested  copies  under  the  hand  of  the 
clerk  chosen  by  the  tenants  or  proprietors  of  land  held  in  common. 
[^Passed  June  17. 


CHAPTEE    2. 

AN  ACT  FOR  MAINTAINING   A  LIGHTHOUSE    UPON  BRANT   POINT,  AT 
THE  ENTRANCE  OF  THE  HARBOUR  OF  NANTUCKET. 


Preamble. 


Vessels  of  fif- 
teen tons  and 
upwards,  to 
pay. 


Not  to  be  clear- 
ed,  unless. 


Impost  ofBcer, 
directed. 


Money  collect- 
ed,  how  to  be 
applied. 


"Whereas,  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Nantucket,  at  theu'  own 
cost  and  charge,  have,  at  different  times,  erected  three  lighthouses 
upon  BrSnt  Point,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Nantucket,  the  first 
of  which  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  second  by  a  violent  gust  of 
wind ;  the  thu'd  is  now  standing  and  is  absolutely  necessary  for  all 
vessels  coming  in  and  going  out  of  said  harbour,  but  the  inhabitants 
of  said  island  have  hitherto  borne  all  the  charge  of  erecting  and 
maintaining  the  said  lighthouse,  which  burthen  ought,  in  equity, 
to  be  borne  by  all  vessels  receiving  advantage  from  that  light,  be- 
longing to  strangers  as  well  as  to  the  said  inhabitants  who  have 
humbly  petitioned  this  court  for  relief,  — 

Therefore  he  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four,  all  vessels  of 
fifteen  tons  burthen  and  upwards,  coming  in  or  going  out  of  said 
harbour  of  Nantucket,  shall  pay  the  sum  of  six  shillings  at  the  time 
of  their  first  coming  in  or  going  out ;  and  no  further  sum  shall  be 
demanded  of  any  such  vessel  for  the  space  of  twelve  months  next 
following. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  no  vessel  of  fifteen  tons  burthen  and  upwards 
shall  be  clear'd  or  entered  by  the  impost  officer  residing  at  said  island 
of  Nantucket,  until  the  said  sum  of  six  shillings  be  paid  to  him  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  lighthouse ;  and  the  said 
impost  officer,  for  the  time  being,  is  hereby  directed  and  required  to 
receive  the  sum  of  six  shillings,  for  each  vessel  so  enter'd  or  cleared, 
and  no  more,  to  be  applied  for  the  purposes  of  maintaining  of  said 
lighthouse,  and  shall  keep  a  fair  account  of  all  such  monies  received, 
and  pay  the  same  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Sherburne,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  or  their  successors  in  said  office,  to  be  applied  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid.     \_Passed  June  17. 
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CHAPTEK    3. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  A  TRACT  OF  LAND  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
WORCESTER,  KNOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  RUTLAND  DISTRICT,  INTO  A 
TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  HUTCHINSON. 

Whereas  the  north-westerly  part  of  the  township  of  Rutland,  in  Preamble 
the  county  of  Worcester,  at  the  session  of  the  general  court  begun 
and  held  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1753,  was  incorporated  into  a 
district  by  the  name  of  Rutland  District,  and  invested  with  all  the 
powers  and  privileges  that  towns  in  this  province  do  or  may  enjoy, 
that  of  sending  a  representative  to  the  general  assembly  only 
excepted ;  and  whereas  the  said  district,  which  is  of  the  contents  of 
six  miles  square,  is  now  competently  filled  with  inhabitants,  who  have 
made  it  appear  to  this  court  that  it  is  very  inconvenient  for  them  to 
join  with  the  town  of  Rutland  and  the  districts  of  Oakham  and  Hub- 
bardston  in  the  choice  of  representatives  (as  by  law  they  are  now 
obliged) ,  by  reason  of  their  great  distance  from  the  place  of  election, 
they  living,  many  of  them,  sixteen  miles  therefrom,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  said  Rutland  District  be   and  hereby  is  in-  incorporated 
corporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Hutchinson,  and  that  the  in-   °  *'"  °^'"' 
habitants  thereof  be   and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the  powers, 
privileges    and   immunities   that  the   inhabitants   of    towns   in   this 
province,  by  law,  do  or  ought  to  enjoy. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  all  the  several  district  officers  in  said  district  that  District  officers 
have  been  chosen  into,  and  have  actually  been  legally  in,  office  in  said  untu°.Tew*'one8 
district  until  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  impow-  ^l^  chosen  by 
ered  to  continue  and  exercise  all  the  powers,  in  the  several  offices  in 
said  town,  that  they  might,  by  law,  have  exercised  in  said  district  if 
this  act  had  not  been  made,  until  new  officers  may  be  chosen  in  said 
town,  in  the  mouth  of  March  next ;  and  that  the  selectmen  that  now  Selectmen  em- 
are  in  said  district,  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  call  a  meeting  of  a°me^eung?  '^^ 
the  inhabitants  of  said  town  in  the  month  of  March  next,  for  the 
choice  of  all  town  officers,  in  all  respects  as  they  might  have  called  a 
meeting  of  the  said  district  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed.     [Passed 
June  17. 


CHAPTER   4. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  INTITULED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  IN- 
CORPORATING THE  WEST  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  STOCKBRIDGE, 
INTO  A  DISTRICT  BY  THE  NAME  OF  WEST  STOCKBRIDGE,"  MADE 
AND  PASSED  IN  THE  PRESENT  YEAR  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  REIGN. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  the  said  act,  the  lines  and  limits  of  the  saiddis-  Preamble, 
trict  of  West  Stockl)riclge  are  described  as  followeth  ;  that  is  to  say,  "  be-  1773-74,  chap, 
giuuing  at  the  north-west  corner  of  the  said  town,"  meaning  the  town  JjMasa  400 
of  Stockbridge,  "and  thence,  running  southerly,  upon  the  west  line 
of  said  town,  to  the  south-west  corner  of  the  same  "  ;  "thence,  running 
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described 


easterly,  in  the  south  line  of  said  town,  one  mile  and  an  half ;  thence, 
running  northerly,  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  west  line  of  said  town,  to 
the  north  line  of  the  same  "  ;  "  and  from  thence,  in  the  same  north  line, 
to  the  s;iid  iiortli-west  corner  first  mentioned  "  :  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  said  district  of  West  Stockbridge  is  but  one  mile  and  an  half  in 
width,  which  is  to  the  great  damage  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  district 
and  to  others  who  ought,  at  that  time,  to  have  been  incorporated  with 
them  ;  and  it  being  now  made  evident  to  this  court  that  it  was  the  intent 
of  the  general  court,  at  the  time  of  malving  and  passing  the  act 
before  mentioned,  that  the  said  district  should  have  been  two  miles 
and  an  half  in  width  ;  wherefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  the  lines  and  limits  of  the  said  district  of  West  Stock- 
bridge  shall  be  as  follows  |  that  is  to  say,  beginning  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  said  district,  which  was  the  north-west  corner  of  the 
township  of  Stockbridge,  and,  from  thence,  running  southerly,  upon 
the  west  line  of  said  district,  which  was  the  west  line  of  Stockbridge, 
to  the  south-west  corner  of  the  said  district,  which  was  the  south-west 
corner  of  Stockbridge  ;  "thence,  running  easterly,  in  the  south  line  of 
said  district,  which  was  the  south  line  of  Stoclibridge,  two  miles  and 
an  half  ;  thence,  running  northerly,  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  west  line 
before  mentioned,  to  the  north  line  of  tliat  tract  of  land  which, 
before  the  passing  of  said  act,  was  the  township  of  Stockbridge,  and, 
from  thence,  in  the  north  line  of  that  tract  of  land  which  was  formerly 
the  township  of  Stoclibridge,  t®  the  north-west  corner  first  mentioned: 
and  that  all  the  inhabitants  now  dwelling,  or  who  may  hereafter 
tegeB^aiid^s^b!  dwcll,  withiu  the  limits  and  lines  last  described,  shall  be  intitled  to  all 
jentedto  duties.  ^|jg  privileges,  and  subjected  to  all  the  duties,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
said  district,  in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid,  are  intitled  or  subjected  to. 
l^Passed  June  17. 


Inhabitant^ 


CHAPTER  5. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SUPPLYING  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  FOUR- 
TEEN THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  POUNDS,  FOR  THE 
SUPPORT  OF  GOVERNMENT  THE  ENSUING  YEAR. 


Preamble. 


Tieaeury  nup. 
plied  with 
£14,550. 


Whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  defrey  the  charges  of  govern- 
ment the  ensuing  year,  that  provision  be  made  by  the  general  court 
foi'  the  payment  of  the  grants  and  allowances  that  have  been  and 
may  be  made,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  the  province  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  impowered  and  du'ected  to  borrow,  from  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  be  willing  to  lend  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  have 
occasion  for  the  money,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fourteen  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  ;  and  the  sum  so  borrowed  shall  be  applied 
in  manner  as  in  this  act  is  hereafter  directed..  And  the  treasurer  shall 
give  his  receipts  or  obligations,  payable  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
in  the  form  followingr :  — 


Fonn  of  the 

treasurer's 

notes. 


Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  A.  D. 

Borrowed  and  received  of  the  sum  of  ,  for  the 
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use  and  service  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and,  in  behalf  of 
said  province,  I  do  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the 
office  of  treasurer  to  repay  the  said  or    his  order,  the 

twentietli  day  of  June,  A.D.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
the  aforesaid  sum  of  ,  in  Spanish  mill'd  dollars  at  six  shillings 

each,  or  in  the  several  species  of  coined  silver  and  gold  enumerated  in  an 
act,  made  and  passed  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  late  majesty  King  1749-50,  chap. 
George  the  Second,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  ascertaining   the  rates  at  which  ^^• 
coinVl  silver  and  gold,  English  halfpence  and  farthings,  may  pass  within  the 
government,"  and  according  to  the  rates  therein  mentioned,  with  interest, 
anniially,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 
Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A.  B.,^ 

C.  D.,  }  Committee. 

E.  F.,J 

[Sect.  2.]  And  the  treasurer,  in  issuing  said  receipts  or  obliga- 
tions, and  the  committee  chosen  to  countersign  them,  shall  observe 
and  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  directions  given  by  an  act  of  this 
province,  made  in  the  second  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  in- 
tituled "An  Act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sura  of  twenty-five  i76i-62,  chap 
thousand  pounds."  ^' 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  Howappropri 
fifty  pounds,  when  received  into  the  treasury,  shall  be  applied  by  the  *^®'^* 
treasurer  for  the  discharge  of  such  orders  as  shall  be  drawn  on  him  by 
the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  council,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  following- 
appropriations  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  grants 
made  and  which  shall  be  made  by  this  court ;  and  the  further  sum  of 
five  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  fourteen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  discharge  of 
debts  owing  from  this  province  to  persons  who  have  served  and  shall 
serve  them,  by  order  of  this  court,  in  such  matters  and  things  where 
there  is  no  establishment  nor  any  certain  sum  assigned  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  writing,  printing  and  paper  for  this  court,  and  such 
repairs  of  the  publick  buildings  belonging  to  this  province  as  shall  be 
made  by  order  of  the  general  assembly  ;  and  the  further  sum  of  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  four- 
teen thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the 
payment  of  his  majesty's  council  and  the  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives  serving  in  the  great  and  general  court  during  the 
several  sessions  of  the  present  year ;  and  the  further  sura  of  seven 
hundred  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
pences  in  maintaining  the  garrison  at  Fort  Pownall  the  present  year ; 
and  the  further  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds,  part  of  the  aforesaid 
sura  of  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  shall  be 
applied  for  the  purchasing  provisions  and  the  commissary's  disburse- 
ments for  Fort  Pownall ;  and  the  further  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  part  of 
the  aforesaid  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
shall  be  applied  to  pay  such  contingent  charges  as  may  arise,  and  for 
no  other  purpose  whatever. 

And,  as  a  fund  to  enable  the  ti'easurer  effectually  to  discharge  the 
receipts  and  obligations  by  him  given,  with  the  interest  thereon,  in 
pursuance  of  this  act, — 

Be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  tax  granted  to  his  most  excellent  majesty 
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redemption  of 
the  notes. 


this  session,  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  ten 
shillings,  to  be  levied  on  polls  and  estates,  when  received  into  the 
treasm-y,  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for  that  purpose  and  no 
other. 

And,  as  a  further  fund  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  discharge  said 
receipts  and  obligations, — 

Be  it  enacted^ 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  monies  arising  upon  impose  duties  for  the 
years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four  and  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 
[Passed  June  17. 


CHAPTER    6. 

AN  ACT  TO  EXEMPT  THE  PEOPLE  CALLED  QUAKERS,  AND  ANTIPE- 
DOBAPTISTS,  FROM  PAYING  TAXES  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  MINIS- 
TERS SETTLED  BY  THE  LAWS  OF  THIS  PROVINCE,  AND  FOR  THE 
BUILDING  AND  REPAIRING  [OF]  MEETING-HOUSES  OR  PLACES  OF 
PUBLIC  [K]   WORSHIP. 


Preamble. 
1770-71,  chap. 
10. 


Who  to  be 
exempted  from 
paying  taxes 
towards  the 
support  of 
ministers,  &c. 


Proviso. 


Form  of  certifi- 
eate. 


Whereas  the  act  for  exempting  persons  called  Quakers,  and  Anti- 
pedobaptists,  within  this  province,  from  paying  ministerial  taxes,  is 
expired,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  none  of  the  persons  who  are  either  of  the  per- 
swasion  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  or  Antipedobaptists,  who 
alledge  a  scruple  of  conscience  as  the  reason  of  their  refusal  to  pay 
any  part  or  proportion  of  such  taxes  as  are,  from  time  to  time, 
assessed  for  the  support  of  the  minister  or  ministers  of  any  church 
settled  by  the  laws  of  this  province,  shall  have  their  polls,  or  estate 
real  or  personal,  in  their  own  hand  and  under  their  actual  improve- 
ment, taxed  or  assessed  in  any  tax  or  assessment  hereafter  made  for 
the  raising  any  monies  toward[s]  the  settlement  or  support  of  such 
minister  or  ministers,  nor  for  building  or  repairing  any  meeting-house 
or  place  of  public [k]  worship,  or  be  obliged  to  collect  any  taxes 
granted  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

And,  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  better  known  who  are  to  be  ex- 
empted by  this  act,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  no  person  in  any  town,  district  or  precinct  in 
this  province,  shall  for  the  future  be  esteemed  or  taken  to  be  of  the 
perswasion  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  or  Antipedobaptists,  so  as  to 
have  his,  her, or  their,  poll  or  polls,  or  any  estate  to  him,  her,  or  them, 
belonging,  exempted,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  from  paying  a  proportion- 
able part  of  the  ministerial  or  other  taxes  in  this  act  mentioned,  but 
such  whose  names  shall  be  contained  in  a  list  or  lists,  taken  and 
signed  by  three  members  of  some  Quaker,  or  Antipedobaptist,  society 
or  congregation,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  said  society  or  congregation 
for  that  purpose  (one  whereof  to  be  the  minister,  where  there  is  any)  ; 
who  shall  therein  certify,  for  substance,  with  respect  to  the  people 
called  Quakers,  in  the  form  following  ;  viz"^'^.,  — 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  chosen  a  committee  by  the  society  of  t!ie  people 
called  Quakers,  who  meet  together  for  religious  worship  on  the  Lord's  Day 
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or  first  clay  of  the  week,  in  ,  to  exhibit  a  list  or  lists  of  the 

names  of  such  persons  as  belong  to  said  society  or  congregation,  do  certity, 
that  do  belong  to  said  society  or  congregation,  and  that 

they  do  frequently  and  usually,  when  able,  attend  with  us  in  our  meetings 
i'or  religious  worship  on  the  Lord's  Day  or  first  day  of  the  week ;  and  we 
verily  b'elieve  are  of  our  perswasion. 

^  Signed,  A.  B.,] 

Dated,  C.  D.,  ^Committee. 

E.  F.J 


And,  with  respect  to  the  Antipedobaptists,  in  the  words  following ; 


VIZ' 


[t] 


We,  the  subscribers,  being  chosen  a  committee  by  the  society  of  the  people  Form  of  certifl. 
called  Antipedobaptists,  Avho  meet  together  for  religious  worship   on  the 
Lord's  Day,  in  ,  to  exhibit  a  list  or  lists  of  the  names  such  per- 

sons as  belong  to  said  society  or  congregation,  do  certify,  that 

do  belong  to  said  society  or  congregation,  and  that  they  do  frequently 
and  usually,  when  able,  attend  with  us  in  our  meetings  for  rt'ligious  worship 
on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  we  do  verily  bel[ei]  [ie]ve  are,  with  respect  to  the  or- 
dinance of  baptism,  of  the  same  religious  sentiments  with  us. 

Signed,  A.  B.,^ 

Dated  C.  D., }  Commiltee. 

E.  F.J 

—  which  certificate,  so  signed,  the  said  committee  shall  cause  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  town,  district  or  precinct  clerk,  respectively,  where  such 
person  or  persons,  contained  in  such  list  or  lists,  dwell  or  have 
estate[s]  liable  to  be  taxed,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September, 
annually  ;  and  the  cleric,  on  receiving  such  certificate,  shall  enter'  the 
same  at  large  in  the  town,  district  or  precinct  book,  in  his  keeping, 
with  the  time  when  the  same  was  delivered  to  him  ;  and  shall  deliver 
an  attested  copy  of  such  certificate,  and  the  time  when  the  same  was 
delivered  to  him,  to  any  person  desiring  the  same,  receiving  therefor 
fourpence  only ;  which  copy  shall  be  received  as  evidence  on  any 
tryal  respecting  the  taxing  the  persons  whose  names  are  contained  in 
said  certificate,  for  .any  ministerial  charge  or  charges,  or  for  building 
or  repairing  any  meeting-house. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  no  person  shall  be  allowed  to  have  any  vote  in  QuaimcaUonoi 
any  matter  relating  to  the  settlement  or  support  of  any  minister,  or  to  the* support 
building  or  repairing  of  any  meeting-house  or  place  of  publick  wor-  of^«  minister, 
ship,  towards  the  settlement  or  support  of  which  minister,  or  toward 
the  building  or  repairing  of  which  meeting-house  or  place  of  publick 
worship,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  any 
way  be  exempted  from  paying  or  being  taxed. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  and  he  it  further  enacted, 

[SEct.  4.]  That  it  shall  always  hereafter,  during  the  continuance  Proviso, 
of  this  act,  be  in  the  power  of  any  town,  district  or  precinct,  where 
any  person  or  persons  dwell  or  have  any  rateable  estate  who  profess 
themselves  to  be  either  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  or  Antipedo- 
baptists—  at  any  meeting  of  such  town,  district  or  parish,  lawfully 
assembled  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  or  notification  in  which  a  clause 
for  this  purpose  shall  be  inserted  —  by  a  vote  of  the  major  part  of 
the  qualified  voters  other  than  those  who  profess  themselves  to  be 
Quakers,  or  Antipedobaptists,  to  exempt  and  excuse  from  ministerial 
tax,  or  taxes  for  building  any  meeting-house  or  place  of  public[k] 
worship,  the  pol[^][e]s  and  estate[s],  respectively,  of  any  person  or 
persons  dwelling,  or  having  any  rateable  estate,  in  any  such  town,  dis- 
trict or  precinct,  who  profess  themselves  to  be  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  or  Antipedobaptists,  altho'  no  such  list  or  lists  as  is  before 
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tinuance. 


mentioned  in  this  act  should  be  exhibited  to  the  clerk  of  such  town, 
district  or  precinct ;  and  that,  in  every  such  case,  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  assessors  of  any  town,  district  or  precinct,  to  assess  any  per- 
son or  persons  so  exempted,  to  any  ministerial  tax  or  taxes,  or  for  the 
building  or  repairing  of  any  meeting-house  or  place  [of]  [foi-^  pub- 
lick  worship,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  be  so  exempted,  any 
thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrarj'  notwithstanding. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  5.]  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  exempt  any 
proprietor  of  any  new  township  from  paying  his  part  and  proportion 
with  the  major  part  of  the  other  proprietors  of  such  new  township,  in 
settling  a  minister  and  building  a  meeting-house  which  hath  been 
or  shall  be  required  as  a  condition  of  their  grant. 

[Sect.  6.]  This  act  to  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  three  years 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer. 
\^Passed  June  IG.* 


CHAPTER    7. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  CERTAIN  LAWS  THAT  ARE 
EXPIRED,   OR  NEAR  EXPIRING. 


I'roamble. 


1764-6,'), 
IJ. 


cliap. 


1771-72,  chap. 
13. 


Revival  and 
contiiiiiancc  of 
two  aots. 


Whereas  the  two  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  the  one  of  which  is 
expired,  and  the  other  near  expiring,  have  been  found  useful  and 
beneficial;  y'lz^^^.,  one  act  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  present 
majesty's  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  intit[u]led 
'  An  Act  providing  in  case  of  sickness  ; '  "  and  another  act  made  in 
the  twelfth  year  of  the  same  reign,  intit[u]led  "  An  Act  in  addition 
to  an  act,  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty, 
intit[u]led  'An  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  oysters  in  the  several 
bays  and  rivers,  hereafter  mentioned,  within  this  province.'  " 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

That  the  fii'st  of  the  before-mentioned  acts,  which  is  expired,  be 
revived  ;  and  that  the  other  act  before  mentioned,  not  yet  expired,  be 
continued,  with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  in  them,  or 
either  of  them,  contained,  and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  tenth  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  seven  hundi-ed  and  seventy-eight,  and  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and 
no  longer.     \^Passed  Jane  17, 


*  Signed  June  17,  according  to  the  record. 
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CHAPTER    8. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  TEN  THOU- 
SAND THREE  HUNDRED  AND  TWELVE  POUNDS  TEN  SHILLINGS;  AND 
ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  TWO  THOUSAND  THREE  HUNDRED 
ONE  POUNDS  AND  FIFTEEN  SHILLINGS,  PAID  THE  REPRESENTA- 
TIVES FOR  THEIR  TRAVEL  AND  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  GENERAL 
COURT,  IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEV- 
ENTY-THREE; AND  FURTHER  TO  ASSESS  THE  TOWN  OF  SWANSEY 
THE  SUM  OF  FIFTY  POUNDS,  BEING  PART  OF  WHAT  WAS  LENT  SAID 
TOWN  IN  CONSIDERATION  OF  THEIR  HAVING  BEEN  VISITED  BY  THE 
SMALL-POX;  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  THE  TOWN  OF  SHERBURNE  ON 
NANTUCKET,  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  NINETY-EIGHT  POUNDS  SEVEN 
SHILLINGS  AND  SEVENPENCE,  BEING  IN  FULL  OF  WHAT  SAID 
TOWN  WAS  IN  ARREARS,  ARISING  FROM  THE  DEFICIENCY  OF  THOMAS 
ARTHUR,  A  DEFECTIVE  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES,  FOR  THE  YEARS  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-FIVE  AND  ONE  THOU- 
SAND SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-SIX;  AND  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
NORTHBRIDGE  THE  SUM  OF  THIRTY-SIX  POUNDS  AND  SIX  SHIL- 
LINGS, BEING  THEIR  PROPORTION  OF  THE  TAX  LAST  YEAR  SET  ON 
THE  TOWN  OF  UXBRIDGE;  AND  THE  SUM  OF  FIVE  POUNDS  EIGH- 
TEEN SHILLINGS  ON  THE  TOWN  OF  BARNSTABLE,  FOUR  POUNDS 
THIRTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  THREEPENCE  ON  THE  TOWN  OF  SAND- 
WICH, FOUR  POUNDS  FOUR  SHILLINGS  AND  THREEPENCE  ON  THE 
TOWN  OF  YARMOUTH,  THREE  POUNDS  EIGHT  SHILLINGS  AND  SIX- 
PENCE ON  THE  TOWN  OF  EASTHAM,  THREE  POUNDS  SEVEN  SHIL- 
LINGS AND  SIXPENCE  ON  THE  TOWN  OF  HARWICH,  TWO  POUNDS 
AND  NINE  SHILLINGS  ON  THE  DISTRICT  OF  WELLFLEET,  THIRTY- 
TWO  SHILLINGS  AND  FOURPENCE  ON  THE  TOWN  OF  CHATHAM,  TWO 
POUNDS  AND  ONE  SHILLING  ON  THE  TOWN  OF  TRURO,  THREE 
POUNDS  SEVEN  SHILLINGS  AND  FIVEPENCE  ON  THE  TOWN  OF  FAL- 
MOUTH, BEING  THEIR  SEVERAL  PROPORTIONS  OF  THIRTY-ONE 
POUNDS  ONE  SHILLING  AND  THREEPENCE,  ORDERED  TO  BE  PAID 
BY  THE  COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH, 
AND  THE  COURT'S  COMMITTEE,  FOR  THEIR  ATTENDANCE  TO  BARN- 
STABLE; AND  THE  DISTRICT  OF  AMHERST  THIRTY  POUNDS  NINE 
SHILLINGS  AND  TWOPENCE,  BEING  THE  EXPENCE  OF  A  COMMITTEE 
SENT  TO  SAID  DISTRICT  TO  ENQUIRE  INTO  THE  PROPRIETY  OF 
DIVIDING  THE  SAME. 

Wherefore,  for  the  ordering,  dii-ecting  and  effectually  drawing  in 
the  said  sum  of  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  sixty  pounds  and 
nine  shillings,  we,  his  majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  repre- 
sentatives in  general  court  assembled,  pray  that  it  may  be  enacted,  — 

And  be  it  accordingly  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of 
Rep  rese  ntatives , 

TSect.  1.]  That  each  town,  disti'ict,  parish  or  other  place  within 
this  province,  be  assessed  and  pay,  as  such  town,  district,  parish  and 
place's  proportion  of  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds  and  nine  shillings,  the  several  sums  following ;  that  is  to 
say,  — 
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**''***^ 

~        -           a               rs 

Suffolk,  . 

Essex,    . 
Middlesex, 
Hampshire 
Plymouth, 
Bariistablej 
Bristol,   . 
York,      . . 
Dukes  Cou 
Nantucket, 

Worcester, 
Cumberlan 
Lincoln,  . 
Berkshire, 
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And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2."]    That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  out  his  warrants,  ZllVbir^^ar. 
directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town,  district,  parish  rants  to  the 
or  other  place, within  this  province,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  asBeseors!  ""^ 
respectively,  to  assess  the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town,  district, 
parish   or   other  place,    in    manner   following ;    that   is   to    say,    to 
assess  all  rateable  polls  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  within  their 
respective  towns,  districts,  parishes  or  other  places,  or  next  adjoin- 
ing to  them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  at  one  shilling  and 
one  penny ;  and  proportionably  in  assessing  the  additional  sum  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  to  the  representatives,  for  their  travel  and  attend- 
ance aforesaid ;  and  for  other  sums  assessed  on  several  towns  and 
other  [)laces  over  and  above  their  proportion  of  the  province  tax  (ex-  Rules  for 
ccpting    the    governor,    lieutenant-governor    and    their  families,  the  '''^"fS'""''"*- 
l)rosident,  fellows,  professors,  Hebrew  instructor,   students  of  Har- 
vard College,  settled  ministers  and  grammar-school  masters,  who  are 
hereby  exempted  as  well   for  being   taxed   for  their  polls,   as  their 
estates  being  in  their  own  hands,  and  under  their  actual  management 
anil  improvement ;  as  also  the  estate  pertaining  to  Harvard  College)  ; 
and  other  persons,  if  such  there  be,  who,  thro'  age,  infirmity  or  ex- 
treme poverty,  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors,  are  not  able  to  pay 
towards  public  charges,  they  may  exempt   their  polls   or  estate,  or 
abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  in  their  prudence  they  shall 
think  fit  and  judge  meet. 

[Sect.  3.]  "T^And  the  justices  in  their  general  sessions,  in  theii* 
respective  counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  or  assess- 
ment, are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the 
several  towns,  districts,  parishes  and  other  places  in  such  county,  in 
proportion  to  the  province  tax'^and  the  assessors  of  each  town  in  the  • 

province  are  also  directed,  in  making  an  assessment,  to  govern  them- 
selves by  the  same  rule^and  the  incomes  of  all  estates,  both  real  and 
personal,  lying  within  the  limits  of  such  town,  district,  parish  or  other 
place,  or  next  unto  the  same,  not  paying  elsewhere,  in  whose  hands, 
tenure,  occupation  or  possession  the  same  is  or  shall  be  found,  and  also 
the  incomes  or  profits  which  any  person  or  persons,  except  as  before 
excepted,  do  or  shall  receive  from  any  trade  or  faculty,  business  or 
employment  whatsoever,  and  all  profits  which  shall  or  may  arise  by 
mone}^  or  commissions  of  profits,  in  their  improvement,  at  one  shilling 
per  pound  ;  and  to  abate  or  multiply  the  same,  if  need  be,  so  as  to 
make  up  the  sum  set  and  ordered  hereby  for  each  town,  district, 
parish  or  other  place  to  pay  ;  and  in  making  said  assessment,  to  esti- 
mate houses  and  lands  to  the  amount  of  six  years'  yeaiiy  rent  whereat 
the  same  may  be  reasonably  set  or  let  for  in  the  place  where  they  lie  ; 
the  said  houses  and  lands  to  be  taxed  to  such  persons  as  shall  be  the 
actual  tenants  thereof  upon  the  first  day  of  September  next :  saving 
all  agreements  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  where  no  agreement 
is,  the  landlord  to  reimburse  one-half  of  the  tax  set  upon  such  houses 
and  lands  (new  cleared  lands  for  tillage  not  to  be  rated  until  the  first 
crop  be  taken  off)  ;  and  to  estimate  Indian,  negro  and  molatto  ser- 
vants proportionably  as  other  personal  estate,  according  to  their 
sound  judgment  or  discretion  ;  as  also  to  estimate  every  ox  of  four 
years  old  and  upwards,  at  forty  shillings  ;  every  cow  or  neifer  of  three 
years  old  and  upwards,  at  thirty  shillings  ;  and  every  horse  and  mare 
of  three  years  old  and  upwards,  at  forty  shillings  ;  and  every  swine  of 
one  year  old  and  ujiwards,  at  eight  shillings  ;  goats  and  sheep  of  one 
year  old  and  upwards,  at  three  shillings  each  ;  the  several  beasts  afore- 
mentioned to  be  taxed  to  their  respective  owners  or  occupants,  by  the 
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assessors  of  the  town  in  which  the  owners  or  oecuptmts  dwell :  like- 
wise requiring  the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessment, 
setting   forth,  in  distinct  columns,  against  each   particular  person's 
name,  how  much  he  or  she  is  assessed  at  for  polls,  and  how  much  for 
houses  and  lauds,  and  how  much  for  personal  estate,  and  income  by 
trade  and  faculty,  and  if  as  guardian,  or  for  any  estate,  in  his  or  her 
Lists  to  be  com.  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed  ;  and  the  list  or  lists 
consubies  or      SO  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  cora- 
coiiectors.         jjjjt  ^o  the  collcctor  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  any  such 
town  or  district,  parish  or  other  place,  and  to  return  a  certificate  of 
the  name  or  names  of  such  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  con- 
stables, with  the  sum  total  to  each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself, 
some  time  before  the  first  day  of  December  next. 
Treasurer  to  [Sect.  4.]     And   the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  receipt  of 

rtTnta  to^con-       such  Certificate,  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his 
collectors  Warrants  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  such 

town,  district,  parish  or  other  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respec- 
tively, to  collect  the  whole  of  each  respective  sum  assessed  on  each 
particular  person,  and  to  pay  in  their  collection,  and  to  issue  their 
accounts  of  the  whole,  at  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  which 
will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Notice  to  be  [Sect.  5.]     That  the  assessors  of   each  town,  district,  parish  or 

fnhabi\antstto  Other  place,  respectively,  in  convenient  time  before  their  making  the 
bring  in  a  true  assessmcut,  shall  givc  Seasonable  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  a 
estate  in  '  towu  meeting,  or  by  posting  up  notifications  in  some  place  or  places 
lim  d'ay'o/^^  ^^  ^^^^^  town,  district,  parish  or  other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants 
September  next,  some  Other  Way,  to  givc  and  bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  per- 
fect lists  of  their  polls,  and  rateable  estate  they  shall  be  possessed  of 
on  the  first  day  of  September  next,  and  income  by  trade  or  faculty, 
and  gain  by  money  at  interest,  which  they  are  to  render  to  the  assess- 
ors, on  oath,  if  required  ;  and  if  they  refuse  to  give  in  an  account  of 
the  money  at  interest,  on  oath,  the  assessors  are  impowered  to  doom 
them ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to 
do,  or  bring  in  a  false  list,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  assessors, 
to  assess  such  person  or  persons,  according  to  their  known  ability  in 
such  town,  in  their  sound  judgment  and  discretion,  their  due  propor- 
tion of  this  tax,  as  near  as  they  can,  agreeable  to  the  rules  herein 
given,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  person  that 
shall  be  convicted  by  legal  proof,  in  the  judgment  of  said  assessors, 
in  bringing  in  a  false  list ;  the  said  fines  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
of  such  town,  district,  parish  or  place  where  the  delinquent  lives, 
to  be  levied  by  warrant  from  the  assessors,  directed  to  the  collect- 
ors or  constajjles,  in  manner  as  is  directed  for  gathering  the  town 
assessments,  to  be  paid  into  the  town,  district,  or  parish  treasury,  for 
the  use  aforesaid :  saving  to  the  party  aggrieved  at  the  judgment  of 
the  assessors  in  setting  forth  such  fine,  liberty  of  appeal  therefrom 
to  the  court  of  the  general  sessions  of  the  peace  within  the  county,  for 
relief  as  in  the  case  of  being  overrated.  And  if  au}'  person  or  per- 
sons shall  not  l^'iug  in  a  list  of  their  estate,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  assess- 
ors, he  or  they  so  neglecting  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any  abatement  of  the 
assessment  laid  on  him  or  them. 

[Sect.  6.]  And  if  the  person  be  not  convicted  of  any  falseness  in 
the  list,  by  him  presented,  of  the  polls,  rateable  estate,  or  income  by 
trade   or   faculty,  business  or  employment,  which  he  does  or  shall 
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• 
exercise,  or  in  gain  by  money  at  interest  or  otherwise,  or  other  estate 
not  particularly  assessed,  such  list  shall  be  a  rule  for  such  person's 
proportion  to  the  tax,  which  the  assessors  may  not  exceed. 

And  forasmuch  as,  oftentimes,  sundry  persons,  not  belonging  to  this 
province,  bring  considerable  trade  and  merchandize  into  the  same,  and 
by  reason  that  the  tax  or  rate  of  the  town  where  they  come  to  is  fin- 
ished and  delivered  to  the  constable  or  collectors,  and,  before  the  next 
year's  assessment,  are  gone  out  of  the  province,  and  so  pay  nothing 
towards  the  support  of  tiie  government,  though,  in  the  time  of  their 
residing  here,  they  reaped  considerable  gain  by  trade,  and  had  the 
protection  of  the  government,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  * 

TSect.  7.1     That  when  any  person  or  ijersons  shall  come  and  re-  Transient 

triders  to  "bft 

side  m  any  town  wlthm  this  province,  and  bring  any  merchandize,  or  rated, 
trade,  to  deal  therewith,  the  assessors  of  such  town  are  hereby  im- 
powered  to  rate  and  assess  all  such  persons,  according  to  their  circum- 
stances, pursuant  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  this  act  provided, 
though  the  former  rate  may  have  been  finished,  and  a  new  one  not 
perfected  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]     That  when  any  merchant,  trader  or  factor,  shall  set  up  Merchants  to  be 
a  store,  or  traflSck,  or  carry  on  any  trade  or  business,  in  any  town  ing^w/trade  in 
within   this   province,  not  being   an   inhabitant   of   such   town,  the  ?"^1"^". 
assessors  of  such  town  where  such  trade  and  business  shall  be  carried  they  dwell." 
on  as  aforesaid,  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  rate  and  assess  all 
such  merchants,  traders  and  factors,  their  goods  and  merchandize, 
for  carrying  on  such  trade  and  business,  and  exercising  their  faculty  Selectmen  to 
in  such  town,  pursuant  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  this  act :  j)?-o-  Bu^JTersons^be- 
vided,  before  any  such  assessors  shall  rate  such  persons,  as  afore-  fore  they  are 
mentioned,  the  selectmen  of  the  town  where  such  trade  is  carried  on 
shall  transmit  a  list  of    such  persons  as  they  shall  judge  may  and 
ought  to  be  rated,  within  the  intent  of  this  act,  to  the  assessors  of 
such  town  or  district. 

[Sect.  9.]  And  the  constables  or  collectors  are  hereby  enjoined 
to  levy  and  collect  all  such  sums  committed  to  them,  and  assessed  on 
persons  who  are  not  of  this  province,  or  are  resident  in  other  towns 
than  those  where  they  carry  on  their  trade,  and  pay  the  same. 

And  tvhereas  it  has  been  the  practi[s][c]e  of  some  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  of  Boston,  to  remove  to  some  other  town  in  this 
province,  and  there  reside  [/or]  some  mouths,  to  avoid  paying  their 
part  of  the  taxes  in  the  town  of  Boston,  to  which  they  really  belong, 
to  the  great  injur}^  of  the  said  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted, 

[Sect.   10.]     That   when    any  inhabitant  of   the  town  of   Boston  ^"o^gjo"*^^^"^ 
shall  remove  to  any  other  town  in  this  province,  and  shall,  in  one  remove  out  of 
year  after,  remove  back  to  said  Boston,  and  shall  have  been  taxed  in  -i^l" TIl^ i'^''"!'" 
the  said  town,  shall  be  subject  to  pay  the  said  taxes,  in  like  manner  their  tax  in 
as  he  would  have  been  had  he  not  have  removed  from  said   Boston    °^^^' 
(sining  so  much  as  he  shall  be  taxed  in  the  town  removed  to),  any- 
thing in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     [Passed  June  17. 

Notes.  —  The  General  Court  was  convened  at  Boston,  May  25,  1774,  by  vii-tue  of  writs 
issued  by  Governor  Hutchinson.  Gen.  Gage  arrived,  with  his  commission  as  Governor, 
May  13th,  and  met  the  Assembly  at  the  time  appointed,  Ijut  informed  them,  in  his  speech 
delivered  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  that  he  had  "  the  King's  particular  Commands 
for  holding  the  General  Court  at  Salem,"  after  the  flrst  of  the  next  month  and  "  until  His 
Majesty  shall  have  signified  his  Royal  Will  and  Pleasure  for  holding  it  again  at  Boston." 
Fearing  a  voluntary  adjournment  by  the  House,  the  Governor,  on  Satiu-dav,  the  twenty- 
eiglith  of  May,  adjournedtlie  Legislature  to  Salem,  there  to  meet  on  Tucsd:iy  the  seventh 
of  June.    Upon  reassembling  at  Salem,  the  Representatives  made  it  thck  first  busiuesa  to 
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protest,  in  five  resolves,  adopted  June  8,  against  tiiis  adjournment,  and  on  tlie  ninth, 
they  prepared  their  answer  to  the  Governor's  speech.  The  Council  also  prepared  an 
ansVer  to  the  same  speech,  which  the  Governor  resented,  as  containing  unjust  reflec- 
tions upon  his  predecessors,  Bernard  and  Hutchinson.  The  session  thus  inharmo- 
niously  hegun,  continued  until  the  seventeenth  of  June,  when  the  Governor,  having  been 
apprised  of  the  doings  of  the  Representatives,  —  who,  after  passing  resolves  appointing 
delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  and  making  an  appropriation  to 
defray  their  expenses,  in  which  the  Council  had  concurred,  were  proceeding  with  other 
measures  which  he  deemed  revolutionary,  —  issued  his  proclamation  dissolving  the  Gen- 
eral Court.  This  in-oclamation  was  read  I\v  the  secretary,  upon  the  stSiirs  leading  to  the 
Representatives'  chamber,  which  was  locked  against  him. 

Thus  ended  the  last  legislative  Assemljly  regularly  convened  in  Massachusetts  under 
writs  issued  by  a  governor  appointed  by  the  crown. 

Eight  acts  were  passed  by  this  assenibly,  the  engrossments  of  the  last  three  of  which, 
only^  are  preserved,  and  of  these,  the  last  (chapter  8)  is  imperfect,  and  neither  of  them 
bears  the  province  seal. 

The  letter  of  Governor  Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  transmitting  certified  copies  of 
the  acts  of  this  year,  is  dated' July  27,  1774,  but  the  date  of  the  certificate  does  not  appear. 
They  were  received  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Septeral)er  17,  and  tifinsmitted  to  the  Privy 
Council,  on  the  fourth  of  October.  October  19,  they  ^\•ere  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
Privy  Council,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  back  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  consideration, 
November  15 ;  but  did  not  reach  the  Board  until  the  seventeenth.  The  order  of  the  Council 
was  read  at  the  Board,  November  28,  and  they  were  then  ordered  to  be  sent,  forthwith,  to 
Mr.  Jackson,  for  his  opinion  thereon  in  point  of  law.  Mr.  Jackson's  report  on  all  of  these 
acts  except  chapter  5,  in  which  he  represents  that  they  "  are  proper  in  point  of  Law,"  is 
dated  December  10,  1774.  This  report  was  received  by  the  Board,  December  12,  and, 
together  with  the  acts,  was  read,  December  28,  and,  again,  January  6,  1775. 

Mr.  Jackson's  report  on  chapter  5,  the  substance  of  which  is  given  in  the  note  to  that 
chapter,  post,  is  dated,  March  28,  1775.  It  was  received  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  April  6, 
and  read,  May  11.  No  record  of  further  action  upon  either  of  these  acts,  has  been  dis- 
covered. 

Chajy.  1.  "Jan.  28,  1774.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Denny,  Major  Haiolcy 
and  Col.  Wlxitcomh,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  providing  for  the  safe  keeping  the 
Books  and  Records  of  the  Original  Proprietors  of  Lands,  when  incorporated  into  Towns 
or  Districts."  —  Hoxise  Journal,  p.  Vil. 

"Mar.  2,  1774.  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  proper  Means  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  Records  of  Proprietors  of  common  and  undivided  Lands  in  the  Province, 
after  the  said  Proprietors  shall  have  made  compleat  Division,  reported  that  a  Bill  be 
brought  in  to  empower  the  Owners  of  such  Land  to  call  a  Meeting  from  Time  to  Time, 
and  chuse  a  Clerk  to  keep  such  Records. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Denny,  Major  Foster  and  Mr.  Fisher,  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill 
accordingly."  —  Ibid.,  p.  220. 

"  June,  13,  1774.  A  Bill  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Records  of  Proprietors  of  Lands. 
Read  the  first  Time.  Ordered,  That"  this  Bill  be  read  again  To-Morrow  at  Ten  o'Clock."— 
Ibid.,  p.  31. 

"  June  15,  1774.  A  Bill  for  safe  keeping  the  Records  of  Proprietors  of  Lands  brought 
to  severalty,  tchich  had  before  been  in  common.  Read  the  second  and  "thu-d  Time,  and 
pass'd  to  be  engross'd."  —  Ibid.,  p.  36. 

"  June  16,  1774.  A  Bill  intituled  '  An  Act  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Records  of  the 
proprietors  of  Lands  lu-ought  to  severalty,  which  had  been  before  held  in  common '  — 
having  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  enacted. 

In  Council,  Read  a  thu'd  time  and  passed  a  concurrence  to  be  enacted."  —  Comicil  Rec- 
ords, vol.  XXX.,  i;.  321. 

Chap.  2.  "May  27,  1774.  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Sherburne,  in  the  County 
of  Nantucket,  praying  for  an  Act  for  the  support  of  a  Light-House  there. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hussey  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  same  Purpose."  —  House  Journal,  p.  10. 

Chap.  3.  "June  22,  1773.  A  Petition  of  John  Caldwell  and  others  Agents  of  Rut- 
land District  in  the  County  of  Worcester  —  Setting  fortli  —  That  the  said  District  is  of  the 
contents  of  six  miles  square  and  now  contains  about  two  hundred  Families ;  That  ever 
since  their  incorporation  they  have  joined  with  Rutland  in  the  choice  of  a  Representative, 
which  they  find  very  inconvenient,  as  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  District 
live  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  fi-om  the  place  of  Election.  And  praying  that  the  said 
District  may  lie  Incorporated  into  a  Town  and  mvested  with  the  privileges  to  Towns 
Ijelongins. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  foregoing  Petition  being  read  Ordered  that  the 
Petitioners  notify  the  Town  of  Rutland  and  the  Districts  of  Oakham  and  Hubbardston  by 
serving  the  respective  Clerks  thereof  with  an  attested  Copy  of  t!ie  said  Petition  and  Order 
thereon  to  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of 
this  Court  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council,  Read  and  Con- 
cnn-ed." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  66. 

"Feb.  10,  1774.  A  Petition  of  John  Caldwell  and  others  Agents  for  the  District  of 
Rutland  Praying  that  the  said  District  may  be  Incorporated  into  a -Town  —  as  entered  the 
22''.  day  of  jime  last. 

In  Council,  Read  again  and  it  appearing  that  the  Town  of  Rutland  and  the  Districts  of 
Oakham  and  Hubbardston  have  been  notified  agreablo  to  the  Order  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  22'!.  of  June  last  and  no  Answer  being  made  Ordered  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be 
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60  far  granted  as  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  therein 
mentioned. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  165. 

Chap.  4.  «'May  27,  1774.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Williams  of  Stockhridge, 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  annex  a  certain  Tract  of  Land  to  the  Town  of  "West  Springfield."  * — 
House  Journal,  p.  10. 

Chap.  5.  "  May  27,  1774.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gorham,  Col.  Leonard, 
and  Capt.  Heath,  bring  in  a  Supply  Bill."  —  House  Journal,  p.  11. 

"  May  it  please  your  Lordships,  In  obedience  to  your  Lordships  Commands,  signified  to 
me  by  M'".  Pownall  I  have  perused  and  considered,  An  Act  passed  by  the  Governor 
Coinicil  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  June 
1771  intitled 

An  Act  for  supplying  the  Treasury  with  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifty  Pounds  for  the  support  of  Government  the  ensuing  year. 

And  I  conceive  that  unless  your  Lordships  should  judge  the  time  of  passing  this  Act  a 
time  of  emergency  (within  the  4"».  section  of  the  24'''\,of  George  2"<*.  C.  53)  this  Act  of  the 
I'rovince  would  bo  void  within  a  Rigid  construction  of  that  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Act 
of  Parliament  declares,  that  all  Acts  of  Assembly  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  among  others,  for  the  creating  or  issuing  any  Paper  Bills  or  Bills  of  Credit  of  any 
liiud  or  denomination  whatsoever  shall  l3e  void  —  except  Bills  for  the  current  service  of 
tbe  year,  where  Provision  is  made  for  their  Repayment  within  two  years  fi'om  the  passing 
the  Act  now  your  Lordships  will  observe,  that  the  Act  in  question  passed  the  15"'.  of  June 
1774,  and  the  time  of  Repayment  fixed  by  the  Treasurers  Obligations  is  the  20.  June  1776." 
—  7?.  Jackson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  Mar.  28,  1775 :  "  Mass.  Bai/,  B.  T.,"  vol.  82,  P.p.,  68. 

"•At  the  Board  of  Trade.  "  *  »  *  Powuall  was  greatly  alarmed  at  discovering  that 
Gen.  Gage  had  signed  an  Act  for  issuing  Treasm-er's  Notes  for  four  days  more  than  two 
years,  the  time  limited  by  Act  of  Parliament,  by.  which  he  was  for  ever  disqualified  from 
holding  any  place  in  Governm'.  I  thought  it  best  to  say  nothing  about  it,  and  added  that 
I  did  not  believe  the  Obligation  given  by  the  Treasui-er  coald  he  considered,  as  tlfe  Bills  of 
Credit  intended  by  that  Act :  for  tho'  they  were  assignable,  they  passed  as  money  between 
man  and  man,  as  in  the  Paper  Money  Colonies." — Hutchinson's  "Diarij  and  Letters": 
April  11,  1775. 

Chap.  6.  "  Feb.  15,  1774.  A  Petition  of  a  Number  of  Persons  who  are  Antipaedo-Bap- 
tists,  in  the  Town  of  Springfield,  praying  for  the  Continuance  of  a  Law  mention'd  in  the 
Petition. 

Read  and  committed  to  Major  Ingersol,  Capt.  Thurston,  Mr.  Gardner  of  Stoio,  Col. 
Gerrish  and  Mr.  Webster."  —  House  Journal,  p.  160. 

"  Feb.  17, 1774.  A  Petition  of  Isaac  Backus,  setting  forth  that  a  Number  of  Persons  of  the 
Antipaido-baptist  Denomination  are  imprisoned  in  the  Goal  at  Northampton,  for  Non-pay- 
ment of  Ministerial  Taxes  assessed  on  them,  and  praying  the  Intei^position  of  this  Comt. 

Pi.ead  and  commi|ted  to  Mr.  Hey  wood,  Mr.  Denny,  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Rnwson."  —  Ibid.,  p.  170. 

"May  27,  1774.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Denny,  Mr.  Pic/cering  and  Mr. 
Webster,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  to  exempt  the  People  called  Quakers,  and  Anti- 
piEdobaptists  from  paying  Parish  Charges,  and  report."  —  Ibid.,  p.  10. 

Chap.  7.  "  May  26,  1774.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Dr.  Holton,  Capt.  Heath  and 
Major  Fuller,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  Revival  and  continuing  sundry  Laws 
expired  and  near  exphing,  and  report."  —  House  Journal,  p.  9, 

Chap.  8.  "  Feb.  23,  1774.  Major  Foster  according  to  Order  brought  in  the  following 
Resolve  on  the  Account  of  Expences  exhibited  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  repair  to 
Upper-IIousatonick  in  June  last,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allow'd  and  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  the  Sum  of  twenty- 
tioo  Pounds  four  Shillings,  to  Artemas  Ward,  John  Whitcomb  and  Timothy  Dwight 
Esqrs ;  who  were  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  repair  to  the  Lands  at 
Upper-Hoiisatonick  in  June  last,  upon  the  Petition  of  David  Ingersol,  Esq  ;  and  John  Wil- 
liams, and  others,  which  Sum  is  in  full  of  said  Committees  Expences  and  Disbursements. 
And  that  the  same  be  laid  upon  the  Town  of  Great-Barrington  in  the  next  Tax  Act. 
Read  and  accepted."  —  House  Journal,  p.  187. 

"  May  27,  1774.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Col.  Lincoln,  Col.  Bowers,  and  Col. 
Prescot,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  ia  a  Tax  Bill. 

Upon  a  Motion  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  take  into  Consideration  a  proper  Sum  to 
be  laid  on  the  Polls  and  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  Ijy  Way  of  Tax,  this 
Afternoon  at  six  o'CIock.  ************ 

The  House  according  to  Order  took  into  Consideration  a  suitable  Sum  to  be  raised  by 
Way  of  Tax  on  Polls  and  Estates,  the  current  Year,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  Sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Three  Hundred  and  Twelve  Pounds,  be  raised 
by  Way  of  Tax  on  Polls  and  Estates,  the  current  Year."  —  Ibid.,  pp.  11  and  13. 

"  June  8,  1774.  Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Cashing  be  of  the  Committee  to 
prepare  a  Tax  Bill  in  the  Room  of  Col.  Bowers  who  is  absent."  —  Ibid.,  p.  19. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Josiah  Chauncy  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Amlicrst, 
it  was,  on  tlie  tenth  of  June,  1774,  — 

"  Ordered  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  District  pay  unto  the  original  Petitioners  for 
their  costs  and  charges  in  and  about  prosecuting  and  supporting  their  said  Petition  the 
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sum  of  twenty  eight  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of 
the  said  District  be  and  hereby  is  impowcrcd  and  directed  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the 
Treasury  accordingly:  and  that  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds,  nine  sliillings  and  two  pence  i)C 
paid  out  of  the  Province  Treasury  to  the  Comniiltce  appointed  at  the  last  Session  of  tlie 
General  Court  to  repair  to  Amherst,  for  theu"  time  and  cxpcnce  in  the  affair,  and  that  the 
same  l)e  laid  on  tlie  said  District  in  the  next  Province  Tax.  In  Council,  Head  and  Con- 
curred, Consented  to  I)y  the  Governor."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  302. 

"  June  13,  1774.  A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  IJatfield,  setting  forth  that  a  Part  of  a 
Tax  which  was  laid  on  said  Town,  should  have  been  laid  on  Whately  and  Williamsburr/h, 
and  praying  an  Order  of  tliis  Court  thereon. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Tax-Bill,  consider  this 
Petition  and  report."  —  House  Journal,  p.  30. 

"June  11,  1774.  In.  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Upon  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Reed 
in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Uxl)ridge;  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  said  Petition 
be  so  far  granted  as  that  the  sum  of  thirty  six  pounds,  six  shillings  be  assessed  on  the 
District  of  Nortlil)ridge  in  addition  to  their  Province  Tax  the  current  year  and  by  tliem  be 
paid  into  the  Province  Treasury,  and  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  I'rovince  Treasury  to 
the  Town  of  Uxbridge  the  said  sum  of  thirty  six  pounds,  six  shillings,  being  for  so  mucli 
assessed  last  year  on  the  Town  of  Uxbridge  which  ought  to  have  been  assessed  on  the 
Town  of  Northbridge.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor." 
—  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  307. 

"  June  11,  1774.  The  Committee  appointed  the  19"'  day  of  F«bniary  last  to  repair  to 
the  Town  of  Plymouth,  and  to  sucli  parts  of  the  County  of  Barnstable  as  they  miglit  think 
necessary,  and  hear  the  Agents  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  and  of  the  County  of  15arnstal)le 
relative  to  the  repairs  of  Eel)  River  Bridge  —  having  attended  the  service  and  heard  tlie 
parties,  made  report;  whereupon  the  following  Order  passed  viz'  — 

In  Council,  Read  and  accepted  and  thereupon  Resolved  that  the  sum  of  twenty  four 
pounds,  one  shilling  and  three  pence  be  paid  out  f)f  the  public  Treasury  to  the  Agents  for 
the  Town  of  Plymoutli  for  the  use  of  said  Town  Ijeing  the  one  half  of  the  cxpence  of  re- 
building Eell  liiver  Bridge  aforesaid  in  the  year  1770,  as  set  forth  in  saiil  I'etitiou,  and 
that  the  said  sum  of  twenty  four  pounds,  otie  shilling  and  three  pence,  and  also  the  sum 
of  Seven  pounds  in  full  for  the  time  and  expent'cs  of  the  Committee  appointed  as  above- 
said  be  paid  ont  of  the  public  Treasiuy  and  laid  on  the  several  Towns  within  the  County 
of  Barnstable  in  the  next  Tax  Act  in  proi)Oi-tion  to  their  Province  Tax,  and  that  for  the 
future  the  said  County  of  Barnstable  ha  discharged  from  paying  any  further  sum  towards 
the  Building  or  repairing  the  Bridge  over  Eell  River  aforesaid. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred,  the  House  reserving  to  itself  the 
right  of  originating  Taxes.    .Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid. 

"  June  16,  1774.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  Petition  of  Eliel  Todd  and 
others  of  East  Iloosuck  in  tlie  County  of  licrkshire  praying  that  the  Tax  set  on  said  Plan- 
tation for  the  year  1772  and  1773  may  bo  remitted.  Ordered  that  the  prayer  thereof  be  so 
far  granted  that  the  Province  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  stay  his  Execu- 
tion a.nainst  the  Collector  of  said  East  Hoosuck  for  the  Ta.x  set  on  them  for  the  year  1772 
until  the  further  Order  of  this  Court.  And  whereas  the  sum  of  Sixteen  pounds,  six  shil- 
lings and  seven  pence  set  on  said  Plantation  for  the  year  1773  has  not  yet  been  assessed. 
Therefore  it  is  further  Ordered  that  the  Assessors  of  said  East  Hoosuck  for  the  current 
year  be  impowcred  and  directed  to  assess  the  same  sum  of  Sixteen  pounds,  six  shillings 
and  seven  pence  upon  the  said  Inhabitants  the  present  year  according  to  the  niles  and  di- 
rections given  for  assessing  Province  Taxes  in  the  year  1773  And  the  said  Assessors  are 
hereljy  ordered  and  directed  to  return  a  Certificate  of  the  name  or  names  of  the  Collector 
or  Collectors,  Constable  or  Constal)les  to  whom  they  shall  commit  a  List  or  Lists  of  said 
Tax  or  assessment,  with  the  sum  total  to  each  of  them  committed  unto  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Province  by  the  lirst  day  of  December  next ;  and  tlie  Treasurer  of  the  Province  for  the 
time  l)eing  on  the  receipt  of  such  certificate  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  include 
the  same  sum  in  the  Warrant  or  Warrants  that  he  shall  issue  for  the  collection  of  the  Tax 
laid  upon  the  said  Plantation  for  the  present  year.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred  Con- 
sented to  l)y  tlie  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  32.j. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct  17.  1777  * 

Whereas  many  Constables  &  Collectors  of  Town  County  and  Parish  Taxes,  levied  on 
Towns-  Counties  &  Parishes  respectively  previous  to  the  Declaration  of  Independency, 
have  not  perfected  their  Collections,  being  in  doubt  whether  by  the  Warrants  delivered 
them  before  that  I'eriod,  they  have  sullicicnt  Power  for  the  same  — 

Wherefore  Resolved — That  all  such  dolinquciit  Con.stalilcs  and  Collectors  of  Town 
County  and  Parish  Taxes  —be  and  they  hcrei)y  are  directed  to  perfect  their  Collections  on 
such  Warrants  respectively,  and  that  said  Warrants  arc  and  ought  to  be  considered  in 
full  Force  the  Declaration  of  Independence  notwithstanding. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  W-Vkuen  Spk 

In  Council  Oct!  18'.  1777    Read  &  Concurrcil  J.v"  Avkuy  D.^'  Scc^ 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  21;"),  p.  445. 

•  Printed  resolveB,  chapter  CLXV. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at 
Watertown,  on  the  Nineteenth  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1775. 

CHAPTER    1. 

AN  ACT  TO  CONFIRM  AND  ESTABLISH  THE  RESOLVES  OF  THE  SEVERAL 
PROVINCIAL  CONGRESSES  OF  THIS  COLONY. 

Whereas  this  oppressed  colony  has,  for  many  months  past,  been  Preamble, 
deprived  of  the  free  exercise  of  its  usual  powers  of  government, 
which  has  necessarily  occasioned  the  public  business  thereof  to  be  con- 
ducted by  congresses  ;  and  as  many  matters  of  the  greatest  ini])or- 
laiice,  for  the  recovery  and  preservation  of  that  liberty  which  God, 
nature  and  compact  have  given  to  this  people,  have  been  resolved, 
done  and  transacted  by  provincial  congresses,  some  of  which  have 
not  yet  had  their  full  effect ;  a7id  whereas  the  legality  of  such  re- 
solves, doings  and  transactions  may  hereafter  be  called  in  question, 
and  ma}'  occasion  much  litigation,  unless  confirmed  and  established 
in  some  known,  constitutional  manner,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  this  colony,  in  General  Court  assembled,  mid  by  the  authority  of  the 
same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  all  and  every  the  resolves,  doings  and  transac-  Doings  of  the 
tions  of  the  several  provincial  congresses  of  this  colony,  from  and  ^\'.'"Js\'.'s  con"" 
after  the  fourth  day  of   October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  aimed, 
seventy-four,  to  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five,  be, and  they  hereby  are,  confirmed  and  estab- 
lished as  lawful[l]  and  valid,  to  all  intents,  constructions  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  the  same  resolves, 
doings  and  transactions  had  been  done  by  any  general  court  or  as- 
sembly, of  this  colony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  whenever  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  sued  or  Records  of  then 
prosecuted   before  any  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  *^.i^eifcr\'.'i^der 
and  general  goal  delivery,  or  before  any  inferior  court  of  common  thegeuerui 
pleas,  or  any  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  before  any  '^*"^" 
single  magistrate,  for  any  thing  done  in  obedience  to,  or  in  compli- 
ance with,  any  of  the  resolves,  doings,  recommendations,  or  other 
proceedings  of    said  congresses,  such  person   or  persons  shall  and 
may  give  this  act,  and  the  record  of  the  resolves,  doings  and  transac- 
tions  of   the   several    provincial  congresses   aforesaid,    in  evidence 
under  the  general  issue,  and  the  same,  thus  given  in  evidence,  shall 
avail,   to   all   intents   and   purposes,  as  if  the  same  were  specially 
pleaded  ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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And  be  it  fuHher  enacted  by  the  autJiority  aforesaid, 
—to  be  lodged  111     [Sect.  3.]     That  the  recoi'ds  of  the  resolves,  doings  and  transac- 
offiM^whoThaii  tions  of  the  several  provincial  congresses  aforesaid,  be  immediately 
give  out  attested  lodged,  and  forever  hereafter  kept,  in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  col- 
copies  o     em.    ^^^  _  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  Secretary  shall  copy  and  authenticate  all  such  rec- 
ords of  said  resolves,  doings  and  transactions  as  shall  be  demanded 
of  him  to  be  used  in  any  of  the  courts  aforesaid ;  which  copies,  so 
authenticated,  shall  be  received  as  full  evidence  in  said  courts  of  all 
such  resolves,  doings  and  transactions.     \_Passed  August  23. 


CHAPTEK    2. 

AN  ACT  FOR  MAKING  AND  EMITTING  OF  BILLS  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  exigencies  of  this  colony  require  an  immediate  emis- 

sion of  bills  of  public  credit,  to  discharge  the  public  debts, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatioes 

in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  savie, 

Biiiaofcrc<ditto       [Sect.   1.]     That  there  be  forthwith  stamped,   on  copperplates,  a 

amount  of  °'  ^   Certain  number  of  bills  of  credit,  on  this  colony,  to  the  amount  of  the 

£100,000.  g^^jj2  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  of  the  following 

denominations  ;  viz.,  of  one  shilling,  of  two  shillings,  of  two  shillings 

and  sixpence,  of  four  shillings,  of  five  shillings,  of  six  shillings,  of 

seven  shillings  and  sixpence,  of  eight  shillings,  of  ten  shillings,  of 

eleven  shillings,  of  twelve  shillings,  of  seventeen  shillings,  of  tv<^nty 

shillings,  of  twenty-four  shillings,  of  thirty  shillings,  and  of  forty 

shillings  ;  and  to  be  ten  thousand  of  each  denomination,  and  no  more  : 

four-tenths  of  the  number  of  each  denomination  to  be  of  the  tenor 

and  form  following  ;  viz.,  — 

Forms  of  the  Colouy  of  the       }  (No.     ) 

ciiis.  Massachusetts  Bay.  ^  August  18,  1775. 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  colony, 

two  shillings  and  sixpence,  lawful  money,  by  the  eighteenth  day  of  August, 

1778  ;  which  bill  shall  be  received  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  in  all  payments  at 

the  treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments.    By  order  of  the  general  assembly. 

A.  B.,^ 
I  C.  D.,  >  Committee. 

E.  F.,) 

—  ana  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum :  three-tenths 
of  each  denomination  to  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following ;  viz.,  — 

Colony  of  the       )  (No.    ) 

Massachusetts  Bay.  ^  August  18,  1775. 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  colony, 
two  shillings  and  sixpence,lavvfulmon[e]y,  by  the  eighteenth  day  of  August, 
1779;  which  bill  shall  be  receiv[e]d  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  in  all  payments 
at  the  treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments.    By  order  of  the  general  assemb'y. 

A.  B.,) 

C.  D.,  >  Committee. 
E.  F., ) 
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—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandis^  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum :  three-tenths 
of  each  denomination  to  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following  ;  viz.,  — 

Colony  of  tlie       )  (No.     ) 

Massachusetts  Bay.  \  August  ISC*],  1775. 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid,  by  the  treasurer  of  this-colony, 
two  shillings  and  sixpence,  lawful  money,  by  the  eighteenth  clay  of  August, 
1780 ;  which  bill  shall  be  received  for  the  afoi-esaid  sura,  in  all  payments  at 
the  treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments,     By  order  of  the  general  assembly. 

A.  B.,j) 

C.  D.,  >  Committee. 
E.  F.,  > 

—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum;  and  that,  Made  a  tender 
on  the  back  of  each  of  said  bills,  shall  be  stamped  the  value  of  the  '°  ^"  P'^y"'""'''- 
bill,  its  date,  and  the  figure  of  an  American,  with  a  sword  in  his  right 

hand,  with  the  following  inscription  suspended  therefrom ;  viz'^'l, 
'■'■  Ense  petit  placidam  sub  libertate  g^t/etew;"  and  from  his  left  hand, 
'•'•  Magna  C'harta,'''  and  round  the  figure,  these  words,  "  Issued  in 
Defence  of  American  Liberty." 

[Sect.  2,]  Which  bills  shall  be  paid  and  received  in  the  public 
treasury,  and  in  all  payments  in  this  colony,  without  any  abatement 
or  discount,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  under  the  penalty  and 
forfeiture  of  treble  [of]  the  value  of  the  bill  or  bills  so  passed,  to  be 
paid  and  forfeited  by  the  receiver  ;  which  penalty  may  be  recover [e]d 
by  action  of  debt,  complaint  or  indictment,  in  any  court  proper  to  try 
the  same,  in  the  county,  in  this  colony,  where  the  offence  shall  be 
committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[SecT;  3.]  That  the  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  this  Committee  to 
court,  to  authenticate,  by  signing  and  numbering,  all  the  bills  afore-  emilsYou. '^ 
said,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  and  impower[e]d  to  take  care 
and  make  effectual  provision,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  cause  the  said 
bills,  of  the  several  denominations  aforesaid,  to  be  stamped  and 
emitted  to  the  amount  of  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  and  no  more  ;  and  to  sign  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  treas- 
urer and  receiver-general  of  this  colony,  taking  his  receipt  for  the 
same  ;  and  the  said  committee  shall  lie  under  oath  for  tlie  faithful[l] 
management  of  the  business  aforesaid,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  them  ; 
they  to  be  rewarded  for  their  service  as  this  court  shall  determine. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.1     That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  order[e1d  and  Treasurer  to 

r--i  .  ,.  T  .1  -iiMi  1  j.i!  snia  the  same  in 

impower[ejd  to  issue  forth  and  emit  the  said  bills,  towards  payment  or  discharge  of  aii 
the  public  debts  of  this  colony  already  contracted,  and  the  further  ^o^verameut.'*'^ 
growing  charge  for  the  defence  thereof  ;  for  payment  of  grants,  salaries 
and  allowances  made,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  made,  by  the  great  and 
general  court,  for  the  support  of  the  government  of  this  colony,  and 
answering  the  incident  and  contingent  charges  thereof  ;  according  to 
such  draughts  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  made  upon  him,  by  war- 
rant or  order  of  the  council,  or  such  drauglit  and  orders  as  have 
already  been  made  on  him  by  any  committee  heretofore  appointed  by 
the  Congress  of  this  colony,  rmpower[e]d  to  draw  on  the  receiver- 
general  ;  and  the  said  bills  shall  pass  out  of  the  treasury,  and  shall 
be  taken  and  accepted,  in  all  payments,  at  the  rate  therein  expressed. 
And  ivhereas  it  is  necessary,  to  give  a  currency  to  this  emission  of 
bills  and  to  support  the  faith  and  credit  of  this  colony,  that  there 
shou[Z]d  be  suitable  provision  made  for  calling  in  and  paying  the 
same ;  therefore,  — 
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Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^}^^^S       .         PSect.  5.1     That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  one  hun- 

JtlOO.OOO  grant-      .l  ->,  ■,       i      i       ■>       •     -i  n  i  -i     it  i  t 

ed  to  discharge    di'ed  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and 

thcBame.  personal,  within  this  colony,  in  manner  following  ;  that  is  to  say,  forty 

thousand  pounds  of  the  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  aforesaid, 
according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportion  [o][i]n  the  several 
towns  and  other  places  within  this  colony,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon 
and  order [e]d  by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their  session  [s]  in 

1777-78,  chap.  13.  May,  ouc  thousaud  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  to  be  paid  into 
the  public  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  May  next  after  ;  and 
the  further  sum  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  aforesaid,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  pro- 
portions on  the  several  towns  and  other  places  aforesaid,  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon  and  order[e]d  by  the  general  court  at  their  session  in 

1778-79,  chap.  12.  May,  ouc  thousaud  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  to  be  paid 
into  the  public  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  May  next  after ; 
and  the  further  sum  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  one  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  aforesaid,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such 
proportions  on  the  several  towns  and  other  places  aforesaid,  as  shall 
be  agreed  on  or  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their 

1779-80, chap.  12.  scssiou  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and 
to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  May  next  after. 
And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

To  be  paid  by         [Sect.  6.]     That  if  the  general  court,  at  their  session  in  May,  one 

^wn  axea.m  (ijousand  seveu  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  or  at  their  session  in 
May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  or  at  their  ses- 
sion in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and 
some  time  before  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  in  each  year,  shall  not 
agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums  which  by  this 
act  are  engaged  to  be,  in  each  of  said  years,  assessed  and  levied,  that 
then  and  in  such  case  each  town  and  other  places  [with]  in  this  col- 
ony shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be  levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both 
real  and  personal,  within  their  limits,  the  same  proportion  of  the  said 
sums  as  the  said  towns  and  other  places  were  taxed  by  the  general 
court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  prece[e]ding. 

[Sect.  7.]  And  the  colony  treasurer  is  hereby  fully  impower[e]d 
and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  July,  in  each  of  the  years 
aforesaid,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  select- 
men or  assessors  of  each  town  within  this  colony,  requiring  them  to 
assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  their  sev- 
eral towns,  for  their  respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sums 
before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury at  the  aforementiou[e]d  times;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  per- 
sons assessed,  shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such 
rules  and  directions  as  [shall]  have  been  given  in  the  last  prece[e]d- 
ing  tax  act.     [Passed  August  23. 
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CHAPTER    3. 

[AN*]  ACT  DECLARATORY  OF  THE  RIGHT  OF  CERTAIN  TOWNS  AND 
DISTRICTS  IN  THE  COLONY  OF  THE  [MASSACHUSETTS*]  BAY,  IN  NEW 
ENGLAND,  TO  ELECT  AND  DEPUTE  A  REPRESENTATIVE,  OR  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES, TO  SERVE  FOR  AND  [REPRESENT  2Y7*JEM  IN  ANY 
GREAT  AND  GENERAL  COURT  OR  ASSEMBLY  AT  ANY  TIME  TO  BE 
HELD  AND  KEPT  FOR  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE  SAID  COLONY. 

Whereas  there  are  divers  acts  or  laws  heretofore  made  and  passed  Preamble, 
by  former  general  courts  or  assemblies  of  this  colony,  for  the  incor- 
poration of  towns  and  districts,  which,  against  common  right,  and  in 
derogation  of  the  rights  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  by 
the  charter,  contain  an  exception  of  the  right  and  priviledge  of  chasing 
and  sending  a  representative  to  the  great  and  general  court  or  as- 
sembly, — 

Be  it  therefore  e[«ac*]ted  [and  clec*^lared  by  the  Council  end  House 
of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  [of 
the  same,*] 

[Sect.  1.]     [T/iajt*  henceforth  every  such  exception  contained  in  ^iverytawncon 
any  act  or  law  heretofore  made  and  passed  by  any  [general  *]  court  or  freehofder^Bhaii 
assembly  of  this  colony,  for  the  erecting  or  incorporating  any  town  or  send  aTep^e.*  *° 
district,  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  altogether  null  and  void  ;  and  sentative. 
that  every  town  and  district  in  this  colony,  consisting  of  the  number 
of  thirty  or  more  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants,  qualified  by  char- 
ter to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  representative[s],  shall  henceforth  be 
held  and  taken  to  have  full  right,  power  and  priviledge  to  elect  and 
depute  one  or  more  persons,  being  freeholders  and  resident  in  such 
town  or  district,  to  serve  for  and  represent  them  in  any  great  and 
general  court  or  assembly  hereafter  to  be  held  and  kept  for  this  col- 
ony, according  to  the  limitations  in  an  act  or  law  of  the  general  as- 
sembly [entitled  '•^  An  Act*^  for  ascertaining  the  number  and  regulat-  1692-3,  chap.  38. 
ing   the    house    of    representatives ;"   any  exception  of    that   [right 
and  *]  priviledge  contained  or  expressed  in  the  respective  acts  or  laws, 
for  the  incorporation  of  such  town  or  district  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  or  law  of  this  colony,  entitled  "  An  1763-4,  chap.  20, 
Act  for  erecting  part  of  the  town  of  Newbury  into  a  new  town  by  the  ^^  ^  *"'^  ^' 
name  of  Newburyport"  it  is  enacted  and  provided,  that  the  said 
town  of  Newburyport  shou[^]d  have  the  right  of  chus[e]i[w^*]  and 
[sen  *]ding,  from  time  to  time,  but  one  person  to  represent  them  in 
the  great  and  general  [court  of  this*^  colony ;  and  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  of  Newbury,  from  and.[q/?ej-*]  the  time  of  the  mak- 
ing and  passing  the  said  act,  should  have  a  right  to  chuse  and  send 
no  more  than  one  person  to  represent  them  in  the  great  and  general 
court  of  this  colony,  — 

Be  it  enacted  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  — 

[Sect.  2.]     That  henceforth  each  of  the  said  towns  of  Newbury  Towns  of  New- 
and  Newburyport  shall  have  the  full  power  and  right  of  chusing  and  buryport  to  ^^' 
sending  as  many  persons  to  represent  them,  respectively,  in  the  great  have  the  same 
and  general  court  or  [assembly  of*']  this  colony,  as  each  of  the  said 
towns  would  have  had  a  right  to  have  chosen  [and  sent*']  to  the  said 
general  court,  by  virtue  of  the  above-mention [e]d  act  or  law,  entitled 
"An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  number  and  regulating  the  house  of 
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representatives,"  in  case  there  had  not  been  any  restrictions  upon 
the  said  towns,  touching  then-  rights  and  priviledge  of  chusing  and 
sending  persons  to  represent  them,  respectively,  in  the  great  and  gen- 
eral court  or  assembly,  contained  or  expressed  in  the  said  act  for  the 
constituting  and  making  that  [part  of  the  *]  former  town  of  New- 
bury now  called  Newburyport,  a  distinct  town. 

Aiid  be  it  farther  enacted  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  3.]  That  every  corporate  body  in  this  colony  which  in  the 
act  for  the  incorporation  thereof  is  said  and  declared  to  be  made  a 
distiict,  and  has,  by  such  act,  granted  to  it,  or  is  declared  to  be 
vested  with,  the  rights,  powers,  privilodges  or  immunities  of  a  town, 
with  the  exception  above  mention[e]d  of  chusing  and  sending  a 
representative  to  the  great  and  general  court  or  assembly,  [shall 
hence  *]forth  be,  and  shall  be  holden,  taken  aud  intended  to  be,  a  town 
to  all  intents  [and  purposes  *]  whatsoever.     [Passed  August  23. 


CHAPTER  4. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REMOVING  FROM  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  OFFICES  AND 
PLACES  ALL  THE  OFFICERS,  BOTH  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY,  BELONGING 
TO  THIS  COLONY  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETfnS  BAY,  IN  NEW  ENGLAND, 
HOLDING,  OR  CLAIMING  TO  HOLD,  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  OFFICES  OR 
PLACES  BY  0;i  UNDER  ANY  NOMINATION,  APPOINTMENT  OR  COMMIS- 
SION MADE  OR  GRANTED  BY  ANY  GOVERNOR  OR  LIEUTENANT-GOV- 
ERNOR OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY,  IN  NEW 
ENGLAND,  EITHER  WITH  OR  WITHOUT  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF 
THE  COUNCIL  OR  ASSISTANTS  OF  THE  SAID  PROVINCE,  OR  BY  THE 
MAJOR  PART  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OR  ASSISTANTS  OF  SAID  PROVINCE,  IN 
THE  ABSENCE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR, 
BEFORE  THE  PRESENT  MEETING  OF  THIS  GENERAL  COURT. 


Preamble.  Whereas  many  of  the  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  said  colony 

of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  have  clearly  manifested 
themselves  unfriendly  to  the  rights  aud  liberties  of  these  American 
colonies,  and  therefore  unfit  to  hold  or  exercise  the  offices  and  em- 
ployments to  which  they  have  been  appointed  and  commissionated  ; 
and  whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  peace  aud  safety  of  this  colony 
that  all  such  officers  should  be  deprived  of  their  offices,  and  that  other 
men,  who  are  able,  true  and  real  friends  to  American  liberty,  should 
be  appointed  aud  commissionated  in  their  stead ;  aud  as  it  would  be 
not  only  disagre[e]able,  but  also  very  inconvenient,  either  by  act  or 
proclamation,  singly  and  by  name,  to  deprive  all  such  unfit  persons  of 
their  respective  offices,  and  to  substitute  and  eommissiouate  faith- 
ful[l]  men  in  their  stead,  leaving  such  as  are  friendly  to  right  aud  lib- 
erty to  exercise  and  discharge  their  respective  offices  by  virtue  of 
their  present  commissions, —  this  court  dotli  judge  it  expedient  that 
all  the  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  belonging  to  this  colony,  now 
holding  their  offices  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  appointment  or  com- 
mission made  or  granted  by  any  governor  or  licO tenant-governor  of 
the  said  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  either 
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with  oi'  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  or  by  the  major 
part  of  the  council,  in  the  absence  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, before  the  present  meeting  of  this  general  court,  should  be  de- 
prived of  their  respective  offices,  and  that  all  such  appointments  and 
commissions  should,  from  and  after  the  nineteenth  day  of  September 
next,  wholly  cease  and  determine,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  declared  by  the  Council  and  Rouse  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same, 

That,  from  and  after  the  said  nineteenth  day  of  September,  all  the  ^iiofficcB,  civil 

'.  •    J.  1.  1  •■  .  '■  .  ,      I.  ,        and  military,  to 

nominations,  appointments  and  commissions,  at  anytime  before  the  cease  and  deter, 
present  meeting  of  this  general  court  made  or  granted  by  any  gov-  m^day  o/^^ 
ernor  or  lieutenant-governor  of  the  said  province  of  the  Massachusetts  8ept.,'i775. 
Bay,  in  New  England,  or  by  the  major  part  of  the  council,  in  the 
absence  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  appointing  or  com- 
missionating  any  person  or  persons  to  any  office,  civil  or  military, 
shall  be  utterly  null,  void  and  of  none  effect ;  and  that  all  the  powers 
and  authorities,  either  civil  or  military,  of  all  and  every  person  and 
persons  belonging  to  the  said  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in 
New  England,  now  holding  or  claiming  to  hold  his  or  their  office  or 
place  by  or  under  any  nomination,  appointment  or  commission,  made 
or  granted  by  any  governor  or  lieutenant-governor,  of  the  said  prov- 
ince of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  whether  with  or 
without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  or  assistants  of  the 
said  province,  or  by  the  major  part  of  the  council  or  assistants  of  the 
said  province,  in  the  absence  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  nineteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  wholly  cease  and  determine.  [Passed 
August  23. 


CHAPTEK    5. 

[AISrACT*]  PRESCRIBING  THE  FORM  OF  AN  OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN  BY  ALL 
COMMISSION  OFFICERS,  BOTH  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY,  WHO  HAVE  BEEN 
[COM*]  MISSION ATED  FOR  THIS  COLONY  SINCE  THE  NINETEENTH 
DAY  OF  JULY  LAST,  OR  MAY  BE  HEREAFTER  COMMISSIONATED, 
UNTILLTHE  FURTHER  ORDER  OF  THE  GREAT  AND  GENERAL  COURT. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  all  and  every  commission  officer  or  officers,  civil  and  ah  officers,  civil 
military,  who  have  been  commissionated  since  the  s[ai]d  nineteenth  uke^he'oa^ij^of 
day  of  July  last,  or  may  hereafter  be  commissionated  by  the  council  office, 
or  assistants  of  the  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  Eng- 
land, or  the  major  part  of  tliein,  or  deriving  any  authority  from,  by, 
or  under,  any  commission  made  or  to  be  made  by  the  said  council, 
shall,  untill  the  further  order  of  the  great  and  general  court  or  assem- 
bly, before  they  proceed  in  or  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  re- 
spective offices,  take  the  oath  hereinafter  prescribed,  to  be  adminis- 
tered by  any  two  or  more  of  said  council  or  assistants,  or  such  others, 
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as  shall  be  by  the  said  council,  or  assistants,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  thereunto  appointed  ;  that  is  to  say,  — 

Form  of  the  You,  A.  B.,  being  appointed  to  the  oflSce  of  ,  do  solemnly  swear, 

«>"t^'  that  you  will  honestly,  faithfully,  and  impartially  execute  all  the  duties  of 

the  said  oflSce,  according  to  the  best  of  your  skill  and  abilities.-     So  help  you 

God. 

Aiid  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
fSECT.  2.]  That  all  commission  officers,  civil  and  military,  who 
have  been,  or  may  be  commissionated  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  having 
taken  the  said  oath  in  manner  as  above  prescribed,  shall  be,  and  are 
hereby  authori[z][s]ed,  impowered,  and  required,  to  proceed  in  the 
execution  and  exercise  of  their  respective  offices  ;  and  that  every  act 
and  thing,  which  shall  be  done  by  such  officers,  respectively,  in  the 
execution  of  such  commission  and  office,  shall  be  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  valid  and  effectual  in  law,  without  his  or  their  taking  or 
subscribing  any  other  oath,  or  declaration  whatsoever,  any  law, 
usage,  or  custom  whatsoever,  in  any  wise  to  the  contrary  hereof,  not- 
withstanding.    [^Passed  August  23. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Water- 
town,  ON  the  Twentieth  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1775. 


CHAPTER    6. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  FORTY-SIX 
THOUSAND  POUNDS,  UPON  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS  AND  OTHER  PLACES 
IN  THIS  COLONY  HEREINAFTER  NAMED,  FOR  DEFREYING  THE  PUB- 
LIC CHARGES  AND  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  aforesaid  sum  of  forty-six  thou- 
sand pounds  should  be  raised  and  paid  into  the  public  treasury  of  this 
colony  as  soon  as  may  be  to  defrey  such  public  charges  as  have  arisen, 
or  may  arise,  and  for  the  support  of  government ;  therefore,  for  the 
ordering,  directing  and  effectual [?Jy  drawing  into  the  treasury  the 
said  sum  of  forty-six  thousand  pounds,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  and  other  place  within  this  colony  be 
assessed,  and  pay  as  such  town,  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the 
sum  of  forty-six  thousand  pounds,  the  following  sum  set  against  them 
respectively  ;  that  is  to  say,  — 

COLONY  TAX. 

IN  THE  COUNTY   OF  SUFFOLK. 


Boston,     . 
Roxbury, 

Dorchester, 

Milton,     . 

Braintree, 

Weymouth, 

Hinghani, 


Three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  one  penny  three  farthings, 

Three  hundred  and  forty-eifihr  pounds  eight 
shillini-s  and  fourpence  halfpenny, 

One  hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  and  one  penny  fiirthing,  . 

Four  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds  one  shil- 
ling and  one  peu'iv  three  faiiliings. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds  one  shil- 
ling aTul  one  pciuiy, 

Three  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  fourteen 
shillings  and  fourpenee  halfpenny. 


£377  9.9.  \d.  3y.* 

348  8  4     2 

196  15  1      1 

42G  1  1     3 

'2ol  1  1     0 

311  14  4     2 


'  In  the  eDgrossment,  the  farthings  are  represented  by  vulgar  fractions;  thus,  "^4,"  &c. 
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Suffolk  County — Continued. 


Dedham, . 

Medfield, 

"Wrentham, 

Brookline, 

Ncedharn, 

Stoughton, 

Stoughtonham 

trict, 
Mcdway, . 

Bellingham, 

Hull, 

Walpole, . 

Chelsea,  . 

Cohasset, 


Dis 


Three  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  ninepencc  farthing, 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  and  five- 
pence  three  farthings, 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-four  pounds 
eighteen  shillings  and  twopence  halfpenny, 

One  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  one  penny  three  farthings, 

One  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-three  pounds  two 
shillings  and  elevenpence  halfpenny,     . 

One  hundred  [and]  ihirty-four  pounds  three 
shillings  and  fourpence  halfpenny, 

One  hundretl  and  fifty-one  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings and  cightpcnce  three  fai  tilings,     . 

Ninetj'-eight  pounds  three  shillings  and  one- 
penny  three  farthings, 

Thirty-four  pounds  nine  shillings  and  eight- 
pence  three  farthings, 

One  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  fourpence  farthing,    . 

Ninety-nine  pounds  three  shillings  and  seven- 
pence  farthing, 

One  hundred  and  five  pounds  four  shillings 
and  threepence  farthing 


Four   thousand    one    hundred  and    nineteen 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  sevenpence. 


t;370 

6«. 

M. 

^ 

149 

0 

5 

3 

374 

18 

2 

2 

143      4      1      3 
151      4      6      0 


293      2    11 
134      3      4 


151      8      8      3 
98      3      1      3 


34      9      8      3 
123    13      4      1 


99      3 
105      4 


£4,119    lis.  Id.  Oq. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX. 


Salem, 

Danvers,  . 

Ipswich,  . 

Newbury, 

Newburyport, 

Marblehead, 

Lynn, 

Andover, . 

Beverly,  . 

Rowley,   . 

Salisbury, 

Haverhill, 

Gloucester, 

Topsfield, 

Boxford,  . 

Almsbury, 

Bradford, 

Wenham, 

Middleton, 


Thirteen  hundred  and  seventy-two  pounds  ten 
shillings  and  eightpence  farthing, . 

Four  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  ninepence  three  farthings, 

Seven  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  elevenpence  halfpenny,     . 

Six  hundred  and  eighty -one  pounds  fourteen 
shillings  and  elevenpence  halfpenny,    . 

Seven  hundred  and  one  pounds  seven  shillings 
and  tenpence, 

Seven  hundred  and  one  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  threepence  farthing, 

Three  hnndred  and  thirty-four  pounds  and 
threepence  three  farthings,     .... 

Five  hundred  and  sixty-two  pounds  two  shil- 
lings and  elevenpence  halfpenny. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds  six 
shillings  and  elevenpence,      .        .  ■      . 

Three  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  fivepence  three  farth[m]gs, 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  eightpence,        .... 

Four  hundred  and  two  pounds  three  shillings 
and  elevenpence, 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  three  farthings, 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  sevenpence 

0/ie  hundred  and  eighty-nine  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings and  a  halfpenny,    

fwo  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  tivepence  three  farthings. 

Ninety  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  one 
penny  farthing, "      . 

One  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds  thirteen 
shilling)?  and  ninepence  farthing,   . 


£1,372 

lO.s 

.  8d 

.  Iq 

430 

8 

9 

3 

731 

12 

11 

2 

G81 

14 

11 

2 

701 

7 

10 

0 

701 

18 

3 

1 

334 

0 

3 

3 

562 

2 

11 

2 

394 

6 

11 

0 

319 

18 

5 

3 

279 

7 

8 

0 

402 

3 

11 

0 

432 

8 

0 

3 

149 

18 

7 

0 

189 

10 

0 

2 

250 

18 

2 

0 

226 

5 

5 

3 

90 

19 

1 

1 

123 

13 

9 

1 
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Essex  County — Concluded. 


Manchester, 
Metbuen, . 


One  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  and  sixpence 
halfpenny 

One  hundred  and  eighty-nine  pounds  two 
shillings  and  threepence  farthing, 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
pounds  nine  shillings  and  ninepence  half- 
penny,       


£120     Os.  (Sd.  2q 
189     2     3      1 


£8,687     9s.  M.  2q. 


IN  THE   COUNTY  OF   MIDDLESEX. 


Camhridge, 

Charlestown, 

Watertown, 

Wohurn,  . 

Concord,  . 

Newto[w]n, 

Reading,  . 

Marlborough, 

Billerica,  . 

Framingham, 

Lexington, 

Chelmsford, 

Sherburne, 

Sudbury, . 

Maiden,   . 

Weston,  . 
Medford, . 
Littleton, . 
Hopkin[s]ton, 
Westford, 
Waltham, 
Stow, 
Groton,    . 
Shirley,    . 
Pepper  [r]  ell, 
Townscnd, 
Ashby,     . 
Stoncham, 
Natick,    . 
Dracut,    . 


Three  hundred  and  sixty-four  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  ninepence  halfpenny, 

Fifty-one  pound  [sj  thirteen  shillings  and  four- 
pence,       

One  hundred  and  seventy-three  pounds  seven- 
teen shillings  and  elevenpence. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds  three 
shillings  and  eightpence  three  farthings, 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  eleven  shillings 
and  tenpcnce  three  ferthings. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  and  eightpence  three  farth [/«]gs,    . 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  pounds  five 
shillings  and  tenpence  three  farthings,  . 

Three  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  three 
shillings  and  one  farthing,     .        .        .        . 

Two  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds  and  one 
penny,      

Two  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds  two  shil- 
lings and  tenpence  halfpenny. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-four  pounds  two 
shillings  and  threepence,       .... 

One  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds  fourteen 
shillings  and  twopence  farthing,    . 

One  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds  and  a 
halfpenny, 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds  seven- 
teen shillings  and  elevenpence  three  far- 
th [m]gs,  

One  hundred  and  sixty-one  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings and  threepence  three  farthings,     . 

One  hundred  and  sixty-one  pounds  nineteen 
shillings  and  one  penny  three  farth  [m]gs,    . 

Two  hundred  and  six  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  fivepcnce, 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  and  twopence  halfpenny. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds  f  jur  shil- 
lings and  sevenponce  three  farthings,    . 

One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  and  twopence  halfpenny, 

One  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  eightpence,        .... 

One  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  twopence  three  farthings, 

Two  hundred  and  forty-six  pounds  and  ten- 
pence  farthing, 

Eighty-seven  pounds  ten  shillings  and  two- 
pence halfpenny, 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  eightpence  farthing. 

One  hundred  and  five  pounds  and  elevenpence 
farthing, 

Forty-five  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  eight- 
pence,       

Sixty-one  pounds  four  shillings  and  eleven- 
pence halfpenny,    .        .        . 

Eighty-one  pounds  four  shillings  and  a  half- 
penny,       

One  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings and  ninepence, 


£364 

12. 

.  9d 

.2q 

01 

13 

4 

0 

173 

17 

11 

0 

285 

3 

8 

3 

260 

11 

10 

3 

242 

15 

8 

3 

277 

5 

10 

3 

319 

3 

0 

1 

217 

0 

1 

0 

252 

2 

10 

2 

174 

2 

3 

0 

194 

14 

2' 

1 

124 
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0 

2 

338 

17 

11 

3 

161 

10 

3 

3 

161 

19 

1 

3 

206 

13 
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0 

158 

15 

2 

2 

165 

4 

7 

3 

178 

15 

2 

2 

155 

18 

8 

0 

143 

6 

2 

3 

246 

0 

10 

1 

87 

10 

2 

2 

136 

9 

8 

1 

105 

0 

11 

1 

45 

12 

8 

0 

61 

4 

11 

2 

81 

4 

0 

2 

141 

10 

9 

0 
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MiBDLESEX  County — Concluded. 


Bedford,  . 

HoUiston, 

Tewksbury, 

Acton, 

Dunstable, 

Lincoln,   . 

Wilmington, 


One  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  one  penny,      .... 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  tenpence,    .... 

One  hundred  and  eight  pounds  ten  shillings 
and  tenpence  three  farthings, 

One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  and  fourpence  farthing,    . 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds  five  shillmgs 
and  sevenpence  halfpenny,     . 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  and  sixpence 
three  farthings, 

Ninety-nine  pounds  and  eightpence  halfpenny. 


Six  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-two 
pounds  eleven  shill[m]gs  and  eightpence 
three  farth[m]gs, 


£113     7s.  \d.  Oq. 

135  18    10     0 

108  10    10     3 

127  19     4     1 
118     5     7     2 


116     0     6 
99     0     8 


£6,332    lis.  8d.  3g. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 


Springfield, 

Willbraham, 

Northampton, 

Southampton, 

Hadley,   . 

South  Hadley, 

Amherst, . 

Gran  by,   . 

Hatfield,  . 

Whatley, . 

Williamsburgh 

Westfield, 

Deerfield, 

Greenfield, 

Shelburne, 

Conway,  . 

Sunderland, 

Montague, 

Northfield, 

Brimfield, 

South  Brimfiel 

d,     . 

Monson,  . 

Pelham,  . 

Greenwich, 

Blanford, 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-one  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, .        .        .        . 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  fourteen 
shillings  and  eightpence  f;irthing,  . 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds  eleven 
shillings  and  one  penny  halfpenny. 

One  hundred  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  seven- 
pence,       

One  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  flvepence  three  farthings, 

Ninety-two  pounds  nine  shillings  and  seven- 
pence,       

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings and  fivepence  farthing,  .... 

Sixty-three  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and 
sevenpence  three  farthings,    .... 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds  twelve 
shillings, 

Forty-nine  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  one 
penny  farthing, 

Thirty-five  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  nine- 
pence  fiirthing, 

Two  hundred  and  one  pounds  four  shillings 
and  fivepence  three  farthings, 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  pounds  ten  shillings 
and  elevenpence  halfpenny 

Ninety-three  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
one  penny  halfpenny, 

Fifty-five  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  four- 
pence,       •       . 

Sixty-three  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four- 
pence  three  farthings, 

Sixty-five  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  nine- 
pence,      

Seventy-one  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and 
eightpence  three  farthings,     .... 

One  hundred  and  four  pounds  five  shillings 
and  tenpence  three  farthings, 

One  hundred  and  seventy-three  pounds  eleven 
shillings  and  twopence  three  farthings. 

One  hundred  and  three  pounds  nineteen  shil- 
lings and  sevenpence  three  farthings,    . 

Eighty-nine  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  ten- 
pence  three  farthings,      

Ninety-seven  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and 
ninepence  halfpenny, 

Ninety -seven  pounds  six  shillings  and  tenpence 
farthing, 

Seventy-one  pounds  nine  shillings  and  six- 
pence three  fiirthings, 


£271 
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2 

100 

11 

7 

0 

118 

16 
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3 

92 

9 

7 

0 

133 

10 

5 

1 

63 

14 

7 

3 

141 

12 
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0 

49 

19 

1 

1 

35 

19 

9 

1 

201 

4 

5 

3 

146 

10 

11 

2 

93 

17 

1 

2 

55 

19 

4 

0 

63 

13 

4 

3 

65 

14 

9 

0 

71 

13 

8 

3 

104 

5 

10 

3 
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11 

2 

3 
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19 
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3 

89 

19 
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3 

97 

14 
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2 
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1 

71 

9 

6 
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Hampshire  County — Concluded. 


Leverelt, . 

Palmer,   . 

Granville, 

New  Salem, 

Belchertown, 

Colrain,    . 
Ware, 

Warwick, 

Bernardston, 

Murrayfield, 

Charlemout, 

Ashfield,  . 
Worthington, 

Shutesbury, 
Chesterfield, 

Southwick, 

Suffield,   . 

Enfield,    . 

Somers,   . 

West  Springfield, 

Ludlow  District, 


Twenty-five  pounds  four  shillings  and  four- 
pence,       

Ninety-nine  pounds  nine  shillings  and  a  half- 
penny,       

One  hundred  and  seventy-three  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  three  forthings, .... 

Eighty-seven  pounds  four  shillings  and  nine- 
pence  farthing, 

One  hundred  and  ten  pounds  nine  shillings  and 
three  farthings, 

Sixty-four  pounds  and  elevenpence, . 

Fifty-one  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four- 
pence,       

Forty-one  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight- 
pence,       

Fifty -six  pounds  eight  shillings  and  one  penny 
farthing 

Sixty-three  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eight- 
pence  three  farthings, 

Forty-five  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  four- 
pence  farthing, 

Twenly-six  pounds  three  shillings  and  six- 
pence halfpenny, 

Fifty-six  pounds  three  shillings  and  sixpence, 

Eighty-four  [bounds  fourteen  shillings  and 
threepence  farthing, 

Seventy-four  pounds  niiieteen  shillings  and 
threepence  halfpenny, 

Fifty-five  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  eleven- 
pence,        

Twenty-six  pounds  one  shilling  and  tenpence 
halfpennj', 

Twenty-seven  pounds  eight  shillings  and  two- 
pence farthing, 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  one  penny,         .... 

Thirty-eight  pounds  six  shillings  and  sixpence 
halfpenny 

Four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-six 
pounds  three  shillings  and  one  penny  three 
farth[m]gs, 


£25 
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9 

1 
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38 

6 
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£4,346     3s.  \d.  Zq. 


IN  THE  COUNTY   OF  PLYMOUTH. 


Plymouth, 

Scituate,  . 

Duxbury, 

Marshfield, 

Bridgwater, 

Middleborough 

Rochester, 

Plym[;>]ton, 

Pembroke, 

Kingston, 

Hanover, . 

Abington, 


Three  hundred  and  sixty-three  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  and  tenpence  farthing,  . 

Four  hundred  and  forty-six  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  fourpence  halfpenny, 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  sixpence  farthing,  .        .        .       . 

One  hundred  and  eighty-nine  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  ninepence  halfpenny. 

Six  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds  eleven 
shillings  and  cigliti)ence  farthing, 

Five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  sevenpence  farthing, . 

Two  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  fourteen 
shillings  and  fourpence  "three  farthings. 

Two  hundred  and  seven  pounds  one  shilling 
and  ninepence  three  farthings. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-scveu  pounds  one  shil- 
ling and  eightpence  three  farthings. 

One  hundred  and  thirty -eight  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  elevenpence  halfpenny,    . 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds  one 
shilling  and  eightpence,         .        .        ,        . 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  ninepence, 


£363 
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Plymouth    County — Concluded. 


Halifax,  . 
War[«]hani, 


Eighty-four  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
tivepence  farthing, 

Eighty-one  pounds  two  shillings  and  a  half- 
penny,       


Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
pounds  nine  shillings  and  sevenpence  half- 
pen  [»]y,  .        . 


£84    17s.  5rf.  \q. 
81     2     0     2 


£3,687     9*.  Id.  2q. 


IN   THE    COUNTY   OF   BARNSTABLE. 


Barnstable, 

Sandwich, 

Yarmouth, 

Eas  [t]  ham, 

Harwich, . 

Wellfleet, 

Chatham, 

Truro, 

Falmouth, 


Three  hundi'ed  and  thirty-four  pounds  eleven 
shillings  and  twopence,  .        .        .  •       . 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  seven  shillings 
and  eightpence  halfpenny,      .... 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  and  five- 
pence 

One  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  nineteen  shil- 
lings and  a  halfpenny, 

One  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  eightpence  farthing,  . 

One  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  tenpence  three  farthings,  . 

Ninety  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  four- 
pence  farthing, 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  eleven  shil- 
lings and  threepence  three  farthings,     . 

One  hundred  and  ninety-one  pounds  three 
shillings  and  sevenpence  halfpenny. 


One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  twopence  half- 
penny,       


£334  lis.  2d.  Qq. 

260  7  8  2 

235  0  .5  0 

190  19  0  2 
192  13  8  1 
137  8  10  3 

90  19  4  1 

114  11  3  3 

191  3  7  2 


£1,747  15s.  2d.  2q. 


IN  THE   COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL, 


Taunton, . 

Rehoboth, 

Swanzey,  with 

wamet, . 
Dartmouth, 

Norton,  . 
Mansfield, 
Attleborough, 
Dighton,  . 
Freetown, 
Baynham, 
Easton,  . 
Berkley,  . 


Sha 


Four  hundred  and  ten  pounds  twelve  shillings 
and  twopence, 

Five  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  a  halfpenny,     .        .        .        . 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  fivepence, 

Eight  hundred  and  eighty -seven  pounds  four- 
teen shillings  and  sevenpence  three  far- 
th[m]gs 

One  hundred  and  eighty-six  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  sevenpence,      ..... 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Three  hundred  and  two  pounds  nine  shillings 
and  fivei>cnce  farthing, 

One  hundred  and  seventy-three  pounds  four 
shillings  and  elevenpence  three  farthings,     . 

Two  hundred  and  two  pounds  one  shilling  and 
one  penny  three  farthings,      .... 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds  seven- 
teen shillings  and  twopence  three  farth  [tn]  gs, 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  ninepence 

Ninety-eight  pounds  fourteen  shillings,    . 


Three  thousand  four  hundred  and  three 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  three 
farth  [m]gs, 


£410 

12s 

.  2d 

.Qq 

514 

16 

0 

2 

237 

13 

5 

0 

887 

14 

7 

3 

186 

7 

7 

0 

121 

6 

2 

0 

302 

9 

5 

1 

173 

4 

11 

3 

202 

1 

1 

3 

126 

17 

2 

3 

141 
98 

15 
14 

9 
0 

0 
0 

£3,403 

12s. 

6d. 

Sq 
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IN  THE   COUNTY  OF   YORK. 


York, 
Kittcry,  . 
Wells,  . 
Ber.vick,  . 
Arundel,  . 
Biddcford, 
Peppcrellborou 
Lebanon, . 
Siindford, 
Buxton,    . 


Kb, 


Four  hundred  and  three  pounds  nine  shillings 
and  ninepence  halfpenny 

Four  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  sevenpence  three  farthings. 

Three  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  nineteen 
shillings  and  one  penny  farthing,  . 

Four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  pounds  sev- 
enteen shillings  and  fivepence  I'arth [in]g, 

One  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  one  penny,         .... 

One  hundred  and  sixty-six  pounds  three  shil- 
lings,         

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  pounds  and  nine- 
pence 

Forty-four  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  four- 
pence  halfpenny, 

Forty-three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight- 
pence  three  farthings, 

Thirty-eight  pounds  ten  shillings  and  eight- 
pence  halfpenny 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-six 
pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  sevenpence 
[one]  farth[Mi]g, 


£403     9s.  9d.  2q. 

442  17  7  3 

314  19  1  1 

477  17  5  1 

143  12  1  0 

166     3  0  0 

121     0  9  0 

44  16  4  2 

43      6  8  3 

38  10  8  2 


£2,196    Us.  Id.  Iq. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DUKES  COUNTY. 


Edgartown, 
Chilmark, 
Tisbury,  . 


One  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  elevenpence  halfpenny,     . 

One  luiiulrcd  and  lift^'-live  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

One  iiundrctl  and  fourteen  pounds  five  shillings 
and  a  half|)enn3% 


Three  hundred  and  ninety-live  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  twopence, 


£125    18s.  IW.  2q. 
155    12     2     0 
114      5      0      2 


£3?5    IGs.  2d.  Oq. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  NANTUCKET. 


Sherburne, 


Six  hundred  and  nine  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  seven  pence  three  farth[«n]gs. 


£609    13s.  7d.  3q. 


IN    THE    COUNTY    OF   WORCESTER. 


Worcester, 

Lancaster, 
Mendon,  . 
Brookficld, 
Oxford.  . 
Charlton, . 
Sutton,  . 
Leicester, 
Spencer,  . 


Three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  and  eightpence  three  far- 
th[JM]gs, 

Four  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  four  shillings 
and  eightpence  farthing,         .        .        .        . 

Three  hundred  and  five  pounds  four  shillings 
and  sixpence  halfpenny,         .... 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  ninepence  three  farthings. 

One  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  fivepence  halfpenny. 

One  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  elevenpence  three  fartbings,  . 

Three  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings and  tcnpence,  •        .        .        .        . 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  twopence  "three  farthings. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds  three 
shillings  and  tenpence  halfpenny, 


£329 

19s.  Sd.  2q 

411 

4     8      1 

305 

4     6     2 

39.-) 

12      9      3 

142  12      5      2 

143  9    11      3 


390      8    10     0 
145      4      2     3 


126      3    10      2 
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Worcester  County  —  Concluded. 


Paxton,    . 

Rutland,  . 

Oakbam, . 

Hutchinson, 

Hubbardston, 

New  Braintrcc, 

Soutbborough, 

Wcstborougb, . 

Northborough, 

Shrewsbury, 

Lunenburgh, 

Fitchburgh, 

Uxbridgc, 

Harvard, . 

Dudley,    . 

Bolton,     . 

Upton, 

Sturbridge, 

Leominster, 

Hard  wick, 

Holden,   . 

Western, . 

Douglas  [s] , 

Grafton,  . 

Petershiira, 

Royalston, 

Westminster, 

Athol,      . 

Templeton, 

Princeton 

Ashl)iirnham, 
Winchendon, 

Woodstock, 

Northbridge, 


Eighty-three  pounds  five  shillings  and  a  half- 
penny,       "     . 

One  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  five  shillings 
and  threepence, 

Fifty-seven  pounds  nine  shillings  and  four- 
pence  three  farthings, 

One  hundred  and  sixty -seven  pounds  and  two- 
pence halfpenny, 

Thirty-three  pounds  one  shilling  and  nine- 
pence 

One  hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds  three  shil- 
lings and  fivepence, 

One  hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds  and 
cIevenix.M)ce  three  flxrthings,   .... 

One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  one  shilling  and 
elevenpence  fiirthing,      .... 

One  hundred  and  one  pounds  seven  shillings 
and  tenpence  farthing,    .        .        .        .     '  . 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  twopence  halfpen[HJy, 

Two  hundred  and  three  pounds  eleven  shil- 
lings and  sevenjjence  halfpenny,    . 

Sixty-nine  pounds  nine  shillings  and  fivepence 
three  farthings, 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings and  fivepence, 

One  hundred  and  ninety-nine  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  tenpence  three  farrh  [(«]  gs. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  fourpcnce  halfpenny, 

One  hundred  and  ninety-one  pounds  eleven 
shillings  and  elevenpence  halfpenny,    . 

Seventy-eight  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  six- 
pence farthing, 

One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  pounds  three 
shillings  and  sixpence  three  farth[j;j]i;s. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  nine  shillings 
and  fivepence  three  farthings, 

Two  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  threepence  halfpenny, 

One  hundred  and  four  pounds  sixteen  shillings 
and  ninepence,         .        .  ... 

One  hundred  and  forty  pounds  one  shilling 
and  eightpence  fartliing,         .... 

Eighty-six  pounds  nine  shillings  and  nine- 
pence,       

One  hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  one  penny,         .... 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  ninepence  three  farthings, 

Thirt3'-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
elevenpence  halfpenny,  .... 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  three  farth[m]gs. 

Eighty-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
three  liirtliings, 

One  hundred  pounds  one  shilling  and  eleven- 
pence three  farthings, 

Ninety-three  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
sixpence  halfpenny, 

Forty-five  pounds  one  shilling  ;uid  tenpence,  . 

Thirty-seven  pounds  one  shilling  and  fivepence 
three  farthings, 

Twenty-eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
fivepence, 

Fifty-two  pounds  seven  shillings  and  eleven- 
pence halfpenny, 

Six  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-two 
pounds  six  shillings  and  one  penny, 


£83 

55 

.  Qd 

.2q 

190 

5 

3 

0 

57 

9 

4 

3 

167 
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2 

2 

33 

1 

9 

0 

131 

3 

5 

0 

147 

0 

11 

3 

150 

1 

11 

1 

101 

7 

10 

1 

278 

12 

2 

2 

203 

11 

7 

2 

69 

9 

5 

3 

145 

8 

5 

0 

199 

16 

10 

3 

128 

9 

4 

2 

191 

11 

11 

2 

78 

11 

6 

1 

179 

3 

6 

3 

1.50 

9 

5 

3 

219 

17 

3 

2 

104 

10 

9 

0 

140 

1 

8 

1 

86 

9 

9 

0 

147 

18 

1 

0 

149 

4 

9 

3 

31 

17 

11 

2 

126 

13 

0 

3 

-   81 

17 

0 

3 

100 

1 

11 

3 

93 
45 

17 
1 

6 
10 

2 
0 

37 

1 

5 

3 

28 

17 

5 

0 

52 

7 

11 

2 

£6,522      65.  Id.  Oq. 
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Falmouth, 

Cape  Elizabeth, 

North  Yarmouth, 

Scarborough, 

Brunswick, 

Harpswell, 
Gorham,  . 

Windham, 

I'iersontown, 

New  Boston, 

New  Gloucester, 


Five  hundred  and  twenty-ciglit  pounds  six 
shillings  and  twopence, 

One  hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  fourpence  three  farthings, 

One  hundred  and  nmety-six  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  fourpence  farthing,  . 

Two  hundred  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and 
tivepence  farthing, 

One  hundred  and  tive  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  tivepence  farthing,  .... 

Ninety-nine  pounds  and  eightpence  farthing,  . 

One  hundred  and  four  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  tivepence, 

Forty-five  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  six- 
pence,        

Twenty-three  pounds  five  shillings  and  five- 
pence,       

Fifteen  pounds  five  shillings  and  sevenpence 
farthing, 

Thirty-eight  pounds  ten  shillings  and  eight- 
pence  halfpenny, 

One  thousand  live  hundred  and  fifty-three 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  one  penny 
halfpennj^, 


£528 

6s 

2d 

Oq. 

195 

8 

4 

3 

196 

16 

4 

1 

200 

19 

5 

1 

105 

99 

18 
0 

5 

8 

1 
I 

104 

13 

5 

0 

45 

13 

6 

0 

23 

5 

5 

0 

15 

5 

7 

1 

38 

10 

8 

2 

£1,553    18s.  Id.  2q. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN. 


Pownalborough, 

Georgetown,    . 

Woolwich, 

Newcastle, 

Topsham, 

Boothbay, 

Bristol,     . 

Bowdoinham,  . 

Medumcook,   . 

Hallowell, 

Waldoborough, 

Vassallborough, 

St.  Georges,     . 

Winthrop, 

Winslow, 

Gardinerstown, 


One  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds  and  five- 
pence, 

One  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  one  shilling 
and  tenpence  three  farthings. 

Sixty-one  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  nine- 
pence,  three  farthings,      .        .        .        . 

Fifty-seven  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  nine- 
pence  three  farthings, 

Sixty-one  pounds  nine  shillings  and  one  penny 
three  farthings, 

Seventy-one  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  nine- 
pence  three  farthings, 

Seventy-five  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and 
eightpence  three  farthings,      .... 

Nineteen  pounds  ten  shillings  and  ninepence 
farthing, 

Twenty  pounds  two  shillings  and  fivepence 
three  farthings, 

Twenty-four  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  six- 
pence,        

Forty-nine  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  ten- 
pence  farthing, 

Twenty-two  pounds  nine  shillings  and  seven- 
pence  three  farthings, 

Forty-nine  pounds  three  shillings  and  seven- 
pence  three  farthings, 

Seventeen  pounds  three  shillings  and  two- 
pence,        

Seventeen  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  two- 
pence farthing, 

Thirty-one  pounds  five  shillings  and  fivepence, 

Nine  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  threepence  halfpenny,     . 


£144 

Os 

r)d 

0? 

190 

1 

10 

3 

61 

15 

9 

3 

57 

14 

9 

3 

61 

9 

1 

3 

71 

15 

9 

3 

75 

14 

8 

3 

19 

10 

9 

1 

20 

2 

5 

3 

24 

16 

6 

0 

49 

17 

10 

1 

22 

9 

7 

3 

49 

3 

7 

3 

17 

3 

2 

0 

17 
31 

13 
5 

2 
5 

1 
0 

£914    15s.  Sd.  2q. 
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IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 


Sheffield, . 

Great  Bairiiigtoii,    , 

Stockbridge,    . 

West  Stockbridge,  . 

Pittsfield, 

New  Marlborough, . 

Egremont, 
Richmond, 

Lenox,     . 

Tyringham, 
Loudon,  . 

Alford,     . 

Lanesborougb, 

Sandisfield, 
Williamstown, 

Becket,    . 

Gagebovougli, . 
PartridgefieUl, 

East  Hoosuck, 

Jericho,    . 

Plantation  No.  5,    . 

Plantation  No.  7,    . 

Plantation        Hart- 
wood,    . 


Two  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Ninety-four  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  ten- 
pence  farthing 

Seventy-four  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
fivepence,         .        .       .        .  •      . 

Twenty-four  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  one 
penn[ejy  [two  farthings]  \_halfpennij'\,. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pounds  and 
twopence, 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds  and  seven 
pence  halfpenny, 

Fifty  pounds  and  twopence  farthing. 

Eighty-nine  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  three- 
pence halfpenny 

Fifty-seven  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  two- 
pence,        

Fifty-one  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  tenpence, 

Nine  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  eightpence 
farthing, 

Thirty-tive  pounds  nine  shillings  and  four- 
pence,       

One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  fivepence  halfpenny. 

Ninety  pounds  six  shillings  and  twopence, 

Seventy-nine  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and 
tenpence  three  farthings,         .... 

Thirty-six  pounds  three  shillings  and  [a]  [one] 
farthing, 

Forty -two  pounds  and  fivepence  farthing, 

Twenty-eight  pounds  and  eleven  pence  half-  • 
penny,      

Forty-pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  three- 
pence three  farthings, 

Eighteen  pounds  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
halfpenny, 

Twenty-five  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  five- 
pence  halfpenny, 

Twenty-five  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  five- 
pence  halfpenny, 

Eleven  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  sixpence 
halfpenny,        . 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-two 
pounds  one  shilling  and  fivepence  [farthing] 
[halfpennyl, 


£216 

12* 

.  Q,d 

Oq. 

94 

18 

10 

1 

74 

17 

5 

0 

24 

19 

1 

2 

127 

0 

2 

0 

122 
50 

0 
0 

7 
2 

2 

1 

89 

15 

3 

2 

57 
51 

18 
15 

2 
10 

0 
0 

9 

13 

8 

1 

33 

9 

4 

0 

128 
90 

6 
6 

5 

2 

2 
0 

79 

14 

10 

3 

36 
42 

3 
0 

0 
5 

1 
1 

28 

0 

11 

2 

40 

18 

3 

3 

18 

1 

6 

2 

25 

16 

5 

2 

2-5 

IG 

5 

2 

11 

13 

16 

2 

£1,482 

Is 

5d. 

Iq. 

PROVINCE  TAX. 


Suffolk,    . 

Essex, 

Middlesex, 
Hampshire, 
Plymouth, 
Barnstable, 


Four   thousand   one   hundred   and  nineteen 

pounds  twelve  shillings  and  sevcnpence. 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
pounds  nine  shillings  and  ninepence  half- 
penny  

Six  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-two 
pounds  eleven  shillings  and  eightpence  three 
[farthings]  [4"»], 

Four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-six 
pounds  three  shillings  and  one  penny  three 
[farthings]  [i""], 

Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
pounds  nine  shillings  and  sevenpence  half- 
penny,       

One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  twopence  [half- 
penny] [2«»], 


£4,119  Us.  7(1.  Oq. 

8,687     9  9     2 

6,332  11  8      3 

4,346      3  1      3 

3,687     9  7     2 

1,747  15  2     2 


[2d  Sess.]  Province  Laws.  — 1775-76. 

[REVOLUTIOXARY   period  —  "  COLONY."] 
Pm-viNCE  Tax — Concluded. 


433 


Bristol,     . 
York, 

Dukes  County, 
Nantucket, 
Worcester, 
Cumberland,    . 

Lincoln,   . 
Berkshire, 


Three  thousand  four  hundred  and  three  pounds 

twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  three  farthings. 
Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-six 

pounds  fourteen  shillings   and  sevenpence 

[fiirthing]  [ha/fpeimy],  .        .        .        . 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds  sixteen 

shillings  and  twopence, 

Six  hundred  and  nine  pounds  thirteen  shillings 

and  sevenpence  three  farthings,     . 
Six  thousand  five  hundi-ed  and  twenty-two 

pounds  six  shillings  and  one  penny, 
One  thousand    five  hundred  and    fifty-three 

pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  one  penny 

halfpen[n]y, 

Nine   hundred  and    fourteen  pounds   fifteen 

shillings  and  threepence  halfpenny, 
One  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-two 

pounds  one  shilling  and  fivepence  farthing,  . 


Forty-six  thousand  pounds, 


£3,403  125.  Gd.  3q. 

2,196  14  7  1 

395  16  2  0 

609  13  7  3 

6,522  6  1  0 

1,553  18  1  2 

914  15  3  2 

1,482  1  5  1 


£46,000  Os.  Od.  Oq. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2,]  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  out  his  warrants, 
directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place, 
within  this  colon}',  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to 
assess  the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner 
following  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  rateable  polls  above  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  within  their  respective  towns  or  other  places,  or  next 
adjo[Mr][i]ning  to  them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  at  five 
shillings  and  fivepence  (excepting  the  president,  fellows,  professors, 
Hebrew  instructor  and  students  of  Harvard  Colle[(:/]ge,  who  have  their 
usual  residence  there,  and  settled  ministers,  who  are  hereby  exempted, 
as  well  for  being  taxed  for  their  polls,  as  their  estates  being  in  their 
own  hands,  and  under  their  actual  management  and  improvement,  and 
in  the  parishes  where  they  are  settled ;  as  also  the  estate  belonging 
and  pertaining  to  Harvard  College)  ;  and  other  persons,  if  such  there 
be,  who,  thro'  age,  infirmity  or  extreme  poverty^,  in  the  judg[e]ment 
of  the  assessors,  are  not  able  to  pay  towards  public  charges,  they  may 
exempt  their  polls  or  estate,  or  abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as 
they  on  their  oaths  shall  think  to  be  just  and  equitable. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  justices  in  their  general  sessions  in  their  respec- 
tive counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  or  assessment,  are 
hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  [o][^]n  the  sev- 
eral towns  and  other  places  in  such  count}^  in  proportion  to  tliis  tax ; 
and  the  assessors  in  each  town  in  this  colony,  are  also  directed,  in 
making  a  town  tax  or  assessment,  to  govern  themselves  by  the  same 
rule  ;  and  the  incomes  of  all  estates,  both  real  and  personal,  lying  or 
being  within  the  limits  of  such  town  or  other  place,  or  next  unto  the 
same,  not  paying  elsewhere,  in  whose  hands,  tenure,  occupation  or  pos- 
session the  same  is  or  shall  be  found,  and  also  the  income  or  prof[fJ- 
its  which  any  person  or  persons,  except  as  before  excepted,  do  or 
shall  receive  from  money  at  interest  more  than  he  or  she  pays  interest 
for,  or  from  any  trade  or  faculty,  business  or  employment  whatsoever, 
and  all  prof [f]  its  which  shall  or  may  arise  by  money,  or  commissions 
of  prof  [f] its,  in  their  improvement,  at  so  much  on  the  pound  as  to- 
gether with  what  is  set  on  the  poll  will  make  up  the  sum  set  and  or- 
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dered  hereby  for  each  town  or  other  phxce  to  pay  ;  and  in  making  said 
assessment,  to  estimate  houses  and  lands  and  other  real  estate  at  the 
amount  of  six  years'  yearly  rent  whereat  the  same  may  reasonably  be 
set  or  let  for  in  the  place  where  they  lay,  exclusive  of  necessary  and 
ordinary  repairs  ;  the  said  houses  and  lands  to  be  taxed  to  such  per- 
sons as  shall  be  the  actual  tenants  thereof  (new  cleared  lands  for  til- 
lage not  to  be  rated  until  [/]  the  first  crop  be  taken  off)  ;  and  to  esti- 
mate Indian,  negro  and  m[o][;f]latto  servants  proportionably  as 
other  personal  estate,  according  to  the  sound  judgment  and  discretion 
of  such  assessors  ;  as  also  to  estimate  every  ox  of  four  years  old  and 
upwards,  at  forty  shillings  ;  every  cow  or  heifer  of  three  years  old 
and  upwards,  at  thirty  shillings  ;  and  every  horse  or  mare  of  three 
years  old  and  upwards,  at  forty  shillings  ;  and  every  swine  of  one  year 
old  and  upwards,  at  eight  shillings  ;  and  every  goat  and  sheep  of  one 
year  old  and  upwards,  at  three  shillings  ;  the  several  beasts  afore- 
mentioned to  be  taxed  to  their  respective  owners,  by  the  assessors  of 
the  town  in  which  the  owners  dwell,  and  all  money  at  interesi*,  either 
within  or  without  the  province,  at  three  times  the  yearly  lawful  inter- 
est thereof,  and  also  the  extraordinary  incomes  that  do  or  may  aiise 
by  any  trade,  business,  employment  or  commissions  of  prof  [f  J  it,  at 
three  times  the  sum  of  such  extraordinary  incomes  :  likewise  requiring 
the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessment,  setting  forth,  in 
distinct  columns,  against  each  particular  person's  name,  how  much  he 
or  she  is  assessed  at  for  polls,  and  how  much  for  houses  and  lands, 
and  how  much  for  personal  estate,  and  income  by  trade  and  faculty, 
and  if  as  guardian,  or  for  any  estate,  in  his  or  her  improvement,  iu 
trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed  ;  and  the  list  or  lists  so  perfected,  and 
signed  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  commit  to  the  collector 
or  collectors,  constable  or  [c*]onstables,  of  any  such  town  or  other 
place,  and  to  return  a  certificate  of  the  name  or  names  of  such  c<t\- 
lector  or  collectors,  constable  [o*]r  constables,  with  the  sum  total  to 
each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself,  some  time  before  the  first  day 
of  December  next. 

[Sect.  4.]  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  receipt  of  such 
certificate,  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his  war- 
rants to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  such 
town  or  other  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to  collect  the 
whole  of  each  respective  sum  assessed  on  each  ^articular  person,  and 
to  pay  in  their  collection,  and  to  issue  their  accounts  of  the  whole,  at 
or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Provided^  necerLheless,  — 

And  he  it  furiher  enacted. 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  the  army 
shall  be  considered  as  resident  in  the  sevei'al  towns  to  which  they  be- 
longed at  the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army,  their  absence  not- 
withstanding ;  and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and  other  i)laces 
in  this  colony  shall  consider  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  resident  in 
such  town,  and  tax  them  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  all  such  of  tlie  late  inhabitants  of  any  town  in 
this  colony,  bordering  on  the  sea,  excepting  the  towns  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown,  who  have  removed  from  such  towns  to  other  towns  in 
this  colony,  since  the  first  day  of  December  last  past,  or  who  may 
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hereafter  remove,  shall  be  assessed  to  this  tax,  for  their  rateable  polls 
and  rateable  personal  estates,  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns 
from  whence  they  removed,  and  not  by  the  assessors  of  the  several 
towns  to  which  they  have  removed. 

Aiid  he  it  ficrtlier  enacted^ 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and  other 
places,  in  this  colony,  to  which  any  of  the  late  inhabitants  of  the  said 
towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  have  removed  since  the  said  first 
day  of  [of]  December  last  past,  shall  assess  the  whole  sum  set  upon 
such  town  or  other  place,  on  the  polls  and  rateable  estate  in  such 
town,  exclusive  of  the  polls  and  rateable  personal  estate  of  such  of  the 
said  late  inliabitants  of  the  said  towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  as 
have  removed  from  thence  since  the  said  first  day  of  December  last. 

[Sect.  8.]  And  the  assessoi's  of  each  town  or  other  place,  in  this 
colony,  where  any  of  the  said  late  inhabitants  of  the  said  towns  of 
liostou  and  Charlestown  shall  be  found  resident  on  the  thirty-first 
day  of  October  instant,  shall  assess  such  inhabitants  in  a  sep[e]  [a]rate 
list  or  assessment,  according  as  such  assessors  shall  judge  just  and 
reasonable,  for  their  polls  and  rateable  personal  estate  and  the  busi- 
ness they  carry  on,  according  to  the  rule  heretofore  given  in  this  act 
for  the  taxing  the  other  inhabitants  of  this  colony  ;  and  the  said  as- 
sessors shall  certify  the  colony  treasurer  thereof,  and  of  the  names  of 
the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  to  whom[e]  they 
shall  have  committed  such  several  assessments,  and  the  sum  total 
thereof ;  and  the  said  treasurer  shall  issue  his  warrants  to  such  col- 
lectors or  constables,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  levy  and  collect 
tlie  sums  of  such  assessment,  and  to  pay  the  same  into  the  colony 
treasury  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same  time  as  is  hereinbefore 
Drdered  and  directed. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted., 

[Sect.  9.]  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place,  re- 
spectively, in  convenient  time  before  their  making  the  assessment, 
shall  give  seasonable  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  a  town  meeting,  or 
by  posting  up  notifications  in  some  place  or  places  in  such  town  or 
other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  some  other  way,  to  give  and  bring 
in  to  the  assessors  true  and  perfect  lists  of  their  polls,  and  the  rate- 
able estates  which  they  were  possessed  of  on  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber last,  and  income  by  trade  or  faculty,  and  gain  by  money  at  interest, 
which  tliey  are  to  render  to  the  assessors, on  oath,  if  required ;  and  if 
they  refuse  to  give  in  an  account  of  the  money  at  interest,  on  oath,  the 
assessors  are  impowered  to  doom  them  ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall,  upon  such  notice  given,  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in  to  the  as- 
sessors the  lists  of  their  polls  and  rateable  estate  which  they  were 
possessed  of  on  the  said  first  day  of  September  last,  or  shall  bring  in 
a  false  list  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof  before  the  said  assessors,  it 
shall  be  lawful [1]  to  and  for  the  assessors,  to  assess  such  person  or 
persons,  according  to  their  known  ability  in  such  town,  in  their  sound 
judgment  and  discretion,  their  due  proportion  of  this  tax,  as  near  as 
they  can,  agre[e]able  to  the  rules  herein  given.  And  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estate,as  aforesaid,  to  the  assess- 
ors, lie  or  they  so  neglecting  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make  application 
to  the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any  abatement  of  the  assessment 
laid  on  him  or  them . 

[Sect.  10.]  And  if  the  person  be  not  convicted  of  any  falshood 
in  the  list,  by  him  presented,  of  the  polls,  rateable  estate,  or  income  by 
trade  or  faculty,  business  or  employment,  which  he  does  or  shall  exer- 
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cise,  or  in  o^ain  by  money  at  interest  or  otherwise,  sucli  list  shall  be  a 
rule  for  such  person's  proportion  to  the  tax,  which  the  assessors  may 
not  exceed, 

Provided,  nevertheless, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to 
extend  so  as  to  require  any  assessors  to  assess  any  person  or  persons,  not 
belono-ing  to  this  colony,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  who  may 
be  found  resident  in  any  town  in  this  colony,  either  for  their  polls,  or 
the  rateable  estate,  real  or  personal,  which  they  had  in  their  posses- 
sion on  the  said  first  day  of  September  by  virtue  of  aay  commission, 
office  or  employment  of  the  United  Colonics,  or  the  particular  service 
of  this  colony  or  any  persons  belonging  to  this  colony,  for  any  estate, 
real  or  personal,  occupied  or  possessed  by  him  or  them  to  the  use  of 
this  colony  by  virtue  of  any  order  or  appointment  of  the  Congress,  or 
general  court,  or  any  committee  of  correspondence  or  inspection,  or 
selectmen  of  any  town.     [Passed  October  31.^ 


CHAPTEK    7. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ENCOURAGING  THE  FIXING  OUT  OF  ARMED  VESSEL  [L]S 
TO  DEFEND  THE  SEA-COAST  OF  AMERICA,  AND  FOR  ERECTING  A 
COURT  TO  TRY  AND  CONDEMN  ALL  VESSEL [L]S  THAT  SHALL  BE 
FOUND  INFESTING  THE  SAME. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  present  administration  of  Great  Britain,  being  divested 

of  justice  and  humanity,  and  strangers  to  that  magnanimity  and  sa- 
cred regard  for  liberty  which  inspired  their  venerable  predecessors, 
have  been  endeavouring,  thro' [wgr/i]  a  series  of  years,  to  establish  a  sys- 
tem of  despotism  over  the  American  colonies,  and  by  their  venal  and 
corrupt  measures  have  so  extended  their  influence  over  the  British 
parliament  that,  by  a  prostituted  majority,  it  is  now  become  a  political 
engine  of  slavei'y  ;  and  whereas  the  military  tools  of  these  our  un- 
natural enemies,  while  restrained  by  the  united  forces  of  the  Ameri- 
can colonies  from  proceeding  in  their  sanguinary  career  of  devasta- 
tion and  slaughter,  are  infesting  the  sea-coast [s]  with  armed  ves- 
sel[l]s,  and  daily  endeavouring  to  distress  the  inhabitants  by  burning 
their  towns  and  destroying  their  dwellings,  with  their  substance,  plun- 
dering live  stock  and  making  captures  of  provision,  and  other  ves- 
sel[ljs,  being  the  property  of  said  inhabitants  ;  and  lohereas  their 
majesties,  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  by  the  royal  charter  of 
this  colony,  for  themselves,  their  heirs  and  successors,  did  grant, 
establish  and  ordain  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  governor  and  lieuten- 
ant-governor of  the  colony,  a  majority  of  the  council  shall  have  full 
power,  by  themselves,  or  by  any  chief  commander  or  other  officer  or 
officers,  to  be  appointed  by  them,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  special 
defence  of  their  said  province  or  territory,  to  assemble  in  martial 
array,  and  put  in  warlike  posture,  the  inhabitants  of  their  said  prov- 
ince or  territory',  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them,  and  with  them  to 
encounter,  expulse,  resist  and  pursue,  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by  sea, 
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as  by  land,  within  or  without  the  limits  of  their  said  province  or  ter- 
ritory ;  and  also  to  kill,  slay,  destroy,  and  conquer,  by  all  fitting  ways, 
enterprizes  and  means,  whatsoever,  all  and  every  such  person  and 
persons  as  should  at  any  time  thereafter  attempt  or  enter  prize  the 
destruction,  invasion,  detriment  or  annoyance  of  their  said  province 
or  territory  ;  and  to  take  and  surprize  by  all  ways  and  means  whatso- 
ever, all  and  every  person  and  persons,  with  their  ships,  arms,  ammu- 
nition and  other  goods,  as  should  in  a  hostile  manner  invade  or 
attempt  the  invading,  conquering  or  annoying,  of  their  said  province 
or  territory ;  aoid  whereas  it  is  expressly  resolved  by  tlie  grand 
Congress  of  America,  "  That  each  colony,  at  their  own  expence,  make 
such  provision,  by  armed  vessel[l]s  or  otherwise,  as  their  respective 
assemblies,  conventions  or  committees  of  safety  shall  judge  expedi- 
ent and  suitable  to  their  circumstances  and  situations,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  their  harbours,  and  navigation  on  the  sea-coasts,  against  all 
unlawful  invasions,  attacks  and  depr[a][e]dations  from  cutters  and 
ships  of  war,"  and  it  is  the  duty  and  interest  of  this  colony  to  exert 
itself,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  supplies  from  the  enemy  as 
for  those  mentioned  in  the  paragraphs'of  the  charter  and  resolve  now 
recited ;  therefore,  for  the  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution 
the  pur  [poses  aforesai*'\di^  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  [o/*]  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That   all   armed  and  otlier  vessel[l]s  which  shall  be  ^"g^'^jQ^fhe  ^ 
brought  into  this  colony,  and  have  been  found  making  unlawful  [t*]n-  pioy  ofthe 
vasions,  attacks  or  depredations  on  the  sea-coasts  or   navigation  of  cre^^forfe^tedf" 
any  part  of  America,  —  or  improved  in  supplying  the  fleet  and  army 
which  have  been,  or  shall  at  any  time  be,  employed  against  the  United 
Colonies,  or  employed  by  the  said  enemy  in  any  respect  whatsoever, 
and  also  all  vessel [l]s  whose  masters  or  supercargo[eJs  shall  have  had 
designs  of  carrying  supplies  of  any  kind  to  the  enemy,   or  that  shall 
be  returning  from  the  enemy  after  having  carried  such  supplies,  —  and 
shall  be  convicted  thereof  as  is  herein  provided,  such  vessel [1]  or 
vessel [l]s,  with  their  appurtenances  and  cargoes,  shall  be  deemed  for- 
feited, and  shall  be  disposed  of,   as  is  by  this  act  hereafter  ordered 
and  directed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  council  of  this  colony,  or  the  major  part  of  The  major  pan 
them,  shall  be  fully  impowered  to  commission,  with  letters  of  marque  commis°k)"rthc' 
andreprisal,  any  person  or  persons  within  this  colony,who  shall,  at  his  or  ^^^fl^^  "loTd' 
their  own  expence,  fix  out  and  equip,  for  the  defence  of  America,  any  in  defenceof 
vessel[l],  as  also  any  person  who  shall,  by  the  owner  of  such  vessel[l],  ^'^«"<='*J 
be  recommended  therefor  ;   and  that  all  such  persons  so  commissioned, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power,  with  such  other  persons  as  they 
shall  engage  to  their  assistance,  to  sail  on  the  seas,  attack,  take  and 
bring  into  any  port  in  this  colony,  all  vessel[l]s  offending  or  employed 
by  the  enemy, as  aforesaid,  and  also  to  retake  and  bring  in,  as  afore- 
said, any  vessel  [1]  or  vessel  [l]s  that  may  be  taken  from  any  person 
or  persons  by  said  enemy. 

Provided,  ahvays,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  master  or  owner  of  such  vessel[l]  shall,  at —they giving 
the  time  he  receives  such  commission,  enter  into  bond,  with  one  suffi- 
cient surety,  at  least,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of   his  office,  and 
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observing  the  law  of  this  colony  relating  to  armed  vessel[l]s 
bond  shall  be  in  the  form  following ;  vizi^'\,  — 


which 


Form. 


Condition  of  the 
bond. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  A.  B.  and  C.  D.,  of  ,  &c., 

are  holden,  and  stand  firmly  bound  and  obliged,  unto  the  treasurer  and 
receiver-general  of  the  colony  aforesaid,  in  the  full  and  just  sum  of  [five 
thousand  pounds],  to  be  paid  unto  the  said  treasurer  and  receiver-general, 
or  to  his  successor  in  said  ofiice  ;  to  the  true  payment  whereof  we  bind  our- 
selves, our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by 
these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals  the  day  of  ,  Ati7io  Dom[ini'],  17    . 

The  condition  of  the  afore  [mentioned]  \jwriUe7i'\  obligation  is  such  that, 
whereas  the  said  A.  B.  hath,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  received  a  com- 
mission to  command  an  armed  vessel [1]  called  the  , 
burthen  about  tons  ,to  make  reprisals  of  all  armed  and  other 
vessel [l]s  that  shall  be  found  supplying  the  enemy,  or  acting  counter  to  a 
law  of  this  colony,  entitled  "An  Act  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  of  armed 
vessel [l]s  to  defend  the  sea-coasts  of  Amei'ica  and  for  erecting  a  court  to  try 
and  condemn  all  vessel[l]s  that  shall  be  found  infesting  the  same  ;"  if,  there- 
fore, the  said  A.  B.  shall  and  do,  in  and  by  all  things,  well  and  truly  observe 
and  fulfil [1]  such  instructions  as  Be  shall  receive  from  the  council  of  this 
colony,  and  shall,  in  all  respects,  conform  himself  to  the  directions  given  in 
and  by  the  act  aforesaid,  then  the  aforewritten  obligation  [<o]  be  void :  other- 
wise to  remain  in  full  force. 


Court  of  admi- 
••iilty  to  be  at 
Plymouth. 

The  judge  to  be 
commissionated 
by  the  major 
part  of  the 
council ; 


1758-60,  chap. 
29. 


— who  is  to  sum. 
mon  a  jury  to 
try  all  causes. 


Penalties  for 
conptahles  and 
jurors  who 
neglect  their 
duty. 


And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  there  shall  be  erected  and  constantly  held  in  the 
town  of  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  [a*]  court  of  justice, 
by  such  able  and  discreet  person  as  shall  be  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned by  the  major  part  of  the  council  for  that  purpose,  whose  busi- 
ness it  shall  be  to  take  cognizance  of,  and  try  the  justice  of,  any 
capture  or  captures  of  any  vessel[l]  or  vessel[l]s  that  may  or  shall 
be  taken  by  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  and  brought  into 
either  of  the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Bristol,  Nantucket 
or  Dukes  County  ;  and  the  judge  so  commissioned  to  hold  said  court, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  have  power  at  all  times  to  issue  his  warrant  or 
warrants,  to  the  constable  or  constables,  of  any  town  or  towns  within 
the  said  counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Bristol,  Dukes  County  or 
Nantucket,  or  either  of  them,  directing  the  said  constable  or  con- 
stables, to  warn  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  towns,  respec- 
tively, and  to  draw  out  of  the  box,  in  such  manner  as  is  provided  by 
the  laws  of  this  colony  for  returning  jurors  to  serve  in  the  inferior 
court  of  common  pleas,  so  many  good  and  lawful  men,  for  jurors,  as 
said  judge  shall,  in  his  s[a;"]d  warrant,  order  and  direct,  not  exceeding 
the  number  of  twelve  ;  and  the  said  constables  shall  immediately,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  give  notice,  in  writing,  to  such  persons  so  drawn,  of 
the  time  and  place  which  in  the  said  warrant  shall  be  set  for  their 
appearance  ;  and  shall  return  said  warrant,  with  his  doings  thereon,  to 
said  judge,  at  or  before  the  time  set  therein  for  the  appearance  of 
said  jurors. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  if  any  constable  within  said  counties  shall  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  obey  the  warrant  of  the  judge,  for  returning  said 
jurors  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  pay  such  fine  as  the  said  judge  sliall 
order,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  ;  and  if  any  juror  so 
di'awn,  and  having  notice  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  appear  at  the  time 


*  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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and  place  directed  in  such  warrant,  or  shall  refuse,  without  reason- 
able excuse,  to  serve  on  such  jury,  he  shall  pay  such  fine  as  the  judge 
shall  order,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  ;  but  before  such 
fine  shall  be  awarded,  the  said  judge  shall  summon  such  juryra[a][e]n 
to  appear  before  him,  to  shew  forth  the  reasons  of  his  neglect,  and  if 
such  reasons  shall  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  said  judge,  then  he,  the 
said  judge,  shall  issue  his  warrant [s]  of  distress,  for  such  fine,  in 
manner  as  is  directed  for  recovery  of  fines  of  jurors  who  shall  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  serve  in  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  ;  which 
fines  so  recovered  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  colony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.1  That  there  shall  be  held,  in  like  manner,  in  the  town  of  a  like  court  to 
Ipswich,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  one  other  court  of  justice,  by  such  ipswich. 
able  and  discreet  person  as  the  major  part  of  the  council  shall  ap- 
point and  commission  thereto  ;  which  judge  shall  have  full  cognizance 
of,  and  power  to  try  the  justice  of,  the  capture  of  any  vessel[l]  or 
vessel[l]s  that  shall  be  taken,  as  aforesaid,  and  brought  into  any 
port  in  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Middlesex  or  Essex ;  and  shall  have 
the  like  power  to  issue  his  warrant  or  warrants  for  jurors,  in  said 
counties,  as  is  before  provided  for  the  judge  of  th*  count[ies]  [?/] 
first  mentioned  ;  and  every  constable  and  juror  within  the  said  coun- 
ties of  Suffolk,  Middlesex  and  Essex,  who  shall  neglect  to  pay  due 
obedience  to  said  warrants,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as 
are  provided,  by  this  act,  against  those  in  like  manner  offending  in 
the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Bristol,  Nantucket  and  Dukes 
County. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

rSECT.   7.1     That  there  shall  be  held,  in  like  manner,  in  North  Yar-  ^''^f,''°"^* '?. 

'-.-'  ,./->iiiT  n     •         •  ^        be  held  atNortn 

mouth,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  one  other  court  or  justice,  by  Yarmouth, 
such  person  as  the  major  part  of  the  council  shall  commissionate  to 
be  judge  thereof  ;  which  judge  shall  have  full  cognizance  of,  and  power 
to  try  the  justice  of,  all  captures  of  vessel [l]s  that  shall  be  taken  as 
aforesaid,  and  brought  into  any  port  in  either  of  the  counties  of  York, 
Cumberland  or  Lincoln  ;  and  shall  have  such  power  to  issue  a  war- 
rant or  warrants  in  said  counties  as  is  provided  in  this  act  for  the 
other  judges  aforementioned  in  the  counties  of  their  respective  juris- 
diction ;  and  the  constables  and  jurors  in  the  said  counties  of  York, 
Cumberland  and  Lincoln, are  to  pay  strict  obedience  to  said  warrants, 
under  the  penalties  before  in  this  act  provided  for  like  offences  in  the 
other  counties  aforementioned. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  when  any  person  or  persons  shall  take  and  bring  J'^^'oclBlTn^/aia 
into  any  port  in  this  colony  any  vessel [1]  or  vessel [l]s  that  have  courts: 
been  offending  or  employed  by  the  enemy,  as  aforesaid,  such  person  or 
persons  so  taking  and  bringing  in  such  vessel [1]  shall  immedintely 
make  out  a  bill,  in  wi'iting,  therein  giving  a  full  and  ample  account  of 
the  time  and  manner  of  the  caption  of  [such]  \_said']  vessel[l],  and 
the  employment  she  was  in  when  so  taken,  and  of  the  persons  who 
were  aiding  and  assisting  in  tak[e]ing  her,  and  a  schedule  of  the  cargo 
on  board  her,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  at  the  time  of  her  caption  ; 
and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  judge  who  shall  have  jurisdiction  of 
the  port  where  such  vessel[l]  is  brought,  with  all  the  papers  that  may 
be  found  on  board  such  vessel[l],  to  the  intent  that  the  jury  may 
have  the  benefit  of  evidence  therefrom  aris[e]ing;  and  the  judge  to 
whom  said  bill  shall  be  delivered,  shall  immediately  issue  his  warrant 
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— and  dispogi- 
tii>n  of  the 
captures. 


Fees  to  be 
allowed  to  the 
judgo,  jurors 
and  sheriffs,  of 
Bald  courts. 


Fifteen  days 
notice  to  be 
given  by  the 
judge,  before 
trial. 


Form  of  process 
on  vessels  re- 
taken from  the 
eneny. 


or  warrants,  as  aforesaid,  to  any  constable  or  constables,  within  the 
counties  of  his  jurisdiction,  commanding  them,  or  either  of  them,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  to  return  twelve  good  and  lawful[l]  men  to  try  the 
truth  of  any  facts  allcdged  in  such  bill,  and  if  seven  of  said  jurors  so 
returned  by  said  constable  or  constables,  shall  appear,  and  there 
shall  not  be  enough  to  compleat  a  pannel  of  twelve,  or  if  there  shall 
be  a  legal  challenge  to  any  of  them  so  that  there  shall  be  seven, 
and  not  a  pannel  to  try  such  cause,  then  in  such  case  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  said  judge  to  order  the  sher[r]iff  or  other  proper  officer 
attending  on  said  court,  to  fill  up  the  jury  with  other  good  and 
lawful[lj  men  present,  which  jury  shall,  be  sworn  to  return  a  true 
verdict  upon  the  said  bill,  according  to  law  and  evidence ;  and  if  it 
shall  appear  to  said  judge,  by  said  verdict,  that  such  vessel[l]  had 
been  employed  or  offending  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  condemn  said  ves- 
sel[l]  and  cargo  and  appurtenances,  and  order  them  to  be  sold  at  pub- 
lic [k]  vendue  ;  and  shall  order  the  charges  of  said  trial  and  condemna- 
tion to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  such  vessel  [1]  and  cargo  shall  sell 
for,  unto  the  treasury  of  this  colony ;  and  shall  order  the  residue 
thereof  to  be  delivered  to  the  captors,  their  agents  or  attorneys,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  such  captors,  and  others  concerned  therein ; 
and  if  two  or  more  vessel  [l]s,  the  commanders  whereof  shall  be 
properly  commissioned,  shall  jointly  take  such  vessel [1],  the  money 
she  and  her  cargo  and  appurtenances  shall  sell  for,  after  payment  of 
charges  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  divided  between  the  captors,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  men.  And  the  said  judge,  before  whom  any  such  trial 
and  condemnation  as  is  aforementioned  may  be,  shall  be  author- 
i[z][s]ed  to  make  out  his  precept,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  either 
of  the  sher[r]iffs  within  his  jurisdiction,  to  sell  such  vessel[l]  and 
appurtenances  and  cargo,  and  to  pay  thereout  the  charges  of  trial  and 
condemnation,  into  the  treasury  of  this  colony,  and  to  pay  his  own 
fees,  and  to  deliver  the  residue  to  the  captors  and  persons  concerned 
as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  justice,  jurors  and 
sher[r]iffs,  out  of  the  public  treasury,  such  fees  as  are  or  shall  here- 
after be  established,  by  law,  to  each  and  every  the  officers  of  the  sai(? 
court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect,  10.]  That  when  any  such  bill  shall  be  delivered  to  such 
judge,  he  shall  cause  notification  thereof,  and  the  name,  if  known, 
and  description  of  the  vessel[l]  so  brought  in,  with  the  day  set  for 
the  trial  thereon,  to  be  adverti[z][s]ed  in  the  several  papers  printed 
at  Watertown  and  Cambridge,  fifteen  days  before  the  time  set  for  the 
trial,  that  the  owner  of  such  vessel[l],  or  any  person  concerned,  may 
appear  and  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  such  vessel[l],  with 
her  cargo  and  appurtenances,  should  not  be  condemned  [and  sold],  <\s 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  the  process  and  proceeding  upon  any  vessel [1], 
that  shall  be  retaken  from  the  enemy  by  any  person  or  persons,  shall 
be  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein  provided  for  other  vessel  [l]s; 
and  if,  by  verdict  of  the  jury,  it  shall  appear  to  the  judge  that  such 
vessel[l]  was  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  was  retaken  by  such  person  or 
persons  before  condemnation  by  the  said  enemy  thereon  had,  the  said 
judge  shall  order  such  vessel[l],  with  her  cargo  and  appurtenances  -  W 
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be  sold  in  manner  aforesaid  ;  and  shall  order  not  more  than  one-third, 
nor  less  than  one-quarter,  of  what  she  shall  sell  for  (after  paying 
charges  of  trial  and  sale),  to  be  delivered  to  the  captors,  as  is  before 
provided  for  other  vessel [l]s,  and  the  residue  to  be  delivered  to 
the  owner  or  owners  of  such  vessel  [1]  ;  and  if  such  vessel [1]  so 
retaken  shall  have  been  condemned  by  the  enemy,  then  the  money 
she  and  her  cargo  and  appurtenances  may  sell  for  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  captors,  as  is  above  provided  for  vessel[l]s  belonging  to  the 
said  enemy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  12.]      That  each  judge  of  such  courts  shall  appoint  an  able  The  judge  to 
clerk,  who  shall  keep  a  true  and  fair  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  ^pp"'° 
said  court,  and  shall  be  duly  sworn  to  act  in  said  ofQce  with  truth 
and  fidelity ;  and  his  attestations  shall  be  received  as  evidence  in  all 
courts  of  law.     \_Passed  November  1. 


CHAPTEE    8. 

AN  ACT  IMPOWERING  THE  COURTS  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE 
PEACE  WITHIN  THIS  COLONY  TO  GRANT  LICENCES  TO  INNHOLDERS 
AND  RETAILERS,  IN  CERTAIN  CASES. 

Whereas  among  many  other  mischiefs  and  embarras[s]ments  which  Preamble, 
have  been  brought  upon  this  colony  by  means  of  several  grievous  and 
oppressive  acts  of  parliament,  lately  passed,  a  suspension  of  the 
courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  has  taken  place  in  several 
counties,  whereby  a  great  number  of  innholders  and  retailers  have 
been  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  renewing  their  licences ;  for  the 
removal  of  which  inconvenience  as  soon  as  may  be,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  several  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  each  and  Courts  of  ses- 
every  county  [in  this  colony],  who  have  in  any  measure  been  inter-  licenseB.asimnai, 
rupted  in  their  proceedings  as  aforesaid,  or  have  omitted  granting  ^"erof'the'yean 
licences  as  usual,  be, and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  impowered, 
at   their   first   sessions   hereafter  to  be   held,  respectively,  to  grant 
licences  to  innholders  and  retailers  of  spiritous  liquors,  or  comrr  jn 
victuallers,  to  exercise  their  respective  callings  for  and  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  or  until [1]  the  term  at  which,  by  law,  they  are 
authorized  to  grant  licences,  observing  the  rules  and  du'ections  of  the 
law  in  such  cases  made  and  provided  ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.     \_Passed  November  1. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Water- 
town,  ON  THE  Twenty-ninth  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1775. 


CHAPTER    9. 


AN  ACT  FOR  MAKING  AND  EMITTING  BILLS  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 


Preamble, 


Tlie  several  de- 
fiominations  of 
biliii. 


Whereas  the  exigenc[i]es  of  this  colony  require  a  further  emission 
of  bills  of  public  credit,  to  discharge  the  public  debts,  — 

Be  it  tJi^refore  enacted  hij  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  there  be  forthwith  stamped,  ou  copperplates,  a 
certain  number  of  bills  of  credit,  on  this  colony,  to  the  amount  of  the 
sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  of  the  following 
denominations;  vizi^'^.,  of  eightpence,  of  one  shilling  and  fourpence, 
of  one  shilling  and  sixpence,  of  two  shillings  and  eightpence,  of 
three  shillings,  of  three  shillings  and  fourpence,  of  four  shillings 
and  sixpence,  of  seven  shillings,  of  ten  shillings,  of  fourteen  shil- 
lings, of  sixteen  shillings,  of  twenty-two  shillings,  of  twenty-eight 
shillings,  of  thirty-six  shillings,  of  forty-two  shillings  and  of  forty- 
eight  shillings ;  and  to  be  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  each 
denomination,  and  no  more :  four-tenths  of  the  number  of  each  de- 
nomination to  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following ;  viz^.,  — 


Form  of  four.  Colony  of  the      (  (No.     ) 

h-mu,8  of  the       Massaclmsetts  Bay.  \  December  7C"^3, 1775. 

Tlie  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  colony,  one 
shilUng  and  sixpence,  lawful  money,  by  the  seventh  day  of  December,  1781 ; 
which  bill  shall  be  received  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  in  all  payments  at  the 
treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments.    By  order  of  the  general  assembly. 

>  Committee. 

—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum  :  three-tenths 
of  each  denomination  to  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following  ;  vizi^'^.,  — 


Form  of  three 
teiithe  of  the 
bills. 


Colony  of  the       ?  (No.     )  December  7th,  1775. 

Massachusetts  Bay.  $ 

The  possessor  of  this  l)i]l  .shall  be  paid,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  colony,  one 
shilling  and  sixpence,  lawful  money,  by  the  seventh  day  of  December,  1782; 
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wbich  bill  shall  be  received  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  in  all  payments  at  the 
treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments.    By  order  of  the  general  assembly. 

>  Committee. 

—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sura  ;  three-tenths  Form  of  other 
of  each  denomination  to  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following ;  vizi^'^.,  —  thrbma?*''^  °' 

Colony  of  the       ?  (No.    ) 

Massachusetts  Bay.  ^  December  7th,  1775. 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  colony,  one 
shilling  and  sixpence,  lawful  money,  by  the  seventh  day  of  December,  1783; 
which  bill  shall  be  received  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  in  all  payments  at  the 
treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments.     By  order  of  the  general  assembly. 

>  Committee. 

—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum;  and   that,  Device  on  the 
on  the  back  of  each  of  said  bills,  shall  be  stamped  the  value  of  the  ^^^"^  "^ '^^  »^»'»- 
bill,  its  date,  and  the  figure  of  an  American,  with  a  sword  in  his 

right  hand,  with  the  follovving  inscription  suspended  therefrom ; 
viz"^'^.,  '■'■Ense  petit  placidam  sub  libertote  quietem;^''  and  from  his  left 
hand,  '■'■Magna  GJtarta,"  and  round  the  figure,  these  words,  "Issued 
in  Defence  of  American  Liberty." 

[Sect.  2.]     Which  bills  shall  be   paid  and  received  in  the  public  Forfeiture  for 
treasury,  and  in  all  payments  in  this  colony,  without  any  abatement  cAvin|°ho°biiig 
or  discount,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  under  the  penalty  and  for-  ='t -I'ly  Jiscount. 
feiture  of  treble  the  value  of  the  bill  or  bills  so  passed,  to  be  paid 
and   forfeited  by  the  receiver ;  which  penalty  may  be  recovered  by 
action   of   debt,    complaint  or   indictment,    in    any   court   proper   to 
try  the  same,  in  the  county,  in  this  colony,  where  the  offence  shall  be 
committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted   by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  this  Committee  to 
court,  to  authenticate,  by  signing  and  numbering,  all  the  bills  afore-  biiis.To  be  under 
said,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  and  impowered  to  take    care  °^^^- 
and  make  effectual  provision,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  cause  the  said 
bills,  of  the  several  denominations  aforesaid,  to  be  stamped  and  emit- 
ted to  the  amount  of  the  said  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  pounds, 
and  no  more  ;  and  to  sign  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  treasurer  and 
receiver-general  of  this  colony,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same  ;  and 
the  said  committee  shall  be  under  oath  for  the  faithful  management  of 
the  business  aforesaid,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  them ;  they  to  be  re- 
warded for  their  service  as  this  court  shall  determine. 

And  be  it  further  enacted   by  the  aidhority  afiresaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  treasurer   be,  and   he  hereby  is,  ordered  and  Treasurer  to 
impowered  to  issue  forth  and  emit  the  said  bills,  towards  payment  of  payment  oUhe" 
the  public  debts  of  this  colony  already  contracted,  and  the  further  Public  debts, 
growing  charge  for  the  defence  thereof ;  for  payment  of  grants,  sala- 
ries and  allowances  made,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  made,  by  the  great 
and  general  court,  for  the  support  of  the  government  of  this  colony, 
and  answering  the  incident  and  contingent  charges  thereof ;  according 
to  such  draughts  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  made  upon  him,  by 
warrant  or  order  of  the  council ;  and  the  said  bills  shall  pass  out  of 
the  treasury,  and  shall  be  taken  and  accepted,  in  all  payments,  at  the 
rate  therein  expressed. 
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And  whereas  it  is  necessary,  to  give  a  currency  to  this  emission  of 
bills  and  to  support  tlie  faith  and  credit  of  this  colony,  that  there 
should  be  suitable  provision  made  for  calling  in  and  paying  the 
same ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted   hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 
'\n\nl^^^'^^^        [Sect.  5.]     That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and 
personal,  within  this  colony,  in  manner  following  ;  that  is  to  say,  thirty 
thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  seventy-five  thousand  pounds  aforesaid, 
according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportion  in  the  several  towns 
and  other  places  within  this  colony,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  or- 
dered by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their  session  in  May,  1780, 
^    .     to  be  paid  into  the  i^ublic  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  May 
nsi:      '^    '     next  after  ;  and  the  further  sum  of  twenty-two  thousand  and  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  part  of  the  seventy-five  thousand  pounds  aforesaid,  ac- 
cording to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportion  on  the  several  towns 
and  other  places  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by 
the  general  court  at  their  session  in  May,  1781,  and  to  be  paid  into 
the  public  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  May  next  after ;  and 
r8°^ ^"^'^''^ '°    the;  further  sum  of  twenty-two  thousand  and  five  hundred  pounds, 
part  of  the  seventy-five  thousand  pounds*  aforesaid,  according  to  such 
rules,  and  in  such  proportions  on  the  several  towns  and  other  places 
aforesaid,  as  shall  be  agreed  on  or  ordered  by  the  general  court  or 
assembly  at  their  session  in  May,  1782,  and  to  be  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury on  or  before  the  last  day  of  May  next  after. 
And  he  it  further  enacted   hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  6.]     That  if  the  general  court,   at  their  session  in  May, 
1780,  or  at  their  session  in  May,  1781,  or  at  their  session  in  May, 
1782,    and  some  time  before  the  last  day  of  July,  in  each  year,  shall 
not  agree  and  conclude  upon  an   act   apportioning  the  sums   which 
by  this  act  are  engaged  to  be,  in  each  of  said  years,  assessed  and 
levied,  that  then  and  in  such  case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this 
colony  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be  levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both 
real  and  personal,  within  their  limits,  the  same  proportion  of  the  said 
sums  as  the  said  towns  and  other  places  were  taxed  by  the  general 
court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  prece[e]ding. 
i9suG''hi'if'^  a°r  [Sect.   7.]     And  the  colony  treasurer  is  hereby  fully  impowered 

nints.in  case  the  aud  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  August,  in  each  of  the  years 
do  notraakr  aforcsaid,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  select 
other  provision,  men  or  asscssors  of  each  town  within  this  colony,  requiring  them  to 
assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  their  sev- 
eral towns,  for  their  respective  parts  aud  proportions  of  the  sumj 
before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  trea 
suiy  at  the  aforementioned  times  ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  persons 
assessed,  sliall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules 
aud  dircdions  as  have  been  given  in  the  last  prece[e]ding  tax  act. 
'[Passed  December  22. 
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CHAPTER  10. 

AN  ACT  FOR  FORMING  AND  REGULATING  THE  MILITIA  WITHIN  THE 
COLONY  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY,  IN  NEW  ENGLAND,  AND  FOR 
REPEALING  ALL  THE  LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  THAT  PUR- 
POSE. 

Whereas  it  is  not  only  the  interest  but  the  duty  of  all  nations  to  Preamble, 
defend  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties,  in  that  land  which  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe  has  bestowed  on  them,  against  the  un- 
lawful attacks  and  depredations  of  all  enemies  whatever,  especially 
those  who  are  moved  by  a  spirit  of  avarice,  or  despotism ;  and 
whereas  the  honorable  American  Congress  have  recommended  to  the 
United  Colonies  to  put  the  militia  into  a  proper  state  for  the  defence 
of  America ;  and  whereas  the  laws  now  in  force  respecting  the 
regulation  of  the  militia  have  been  found  insufficient  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid, — 

*It  is  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  several  laws,  and  the  several  paragraphs  and  lii-'pciiiinB 
clauses  of  all  and  every  the  laws,  of  this  colony,  enforc[e]ing  or  any 
ways  relating  to  the  regulation  of  the  militia,  be  and  hereby  are  re- 
peal[e]'d,  and  declared  null  and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  that  part  of  the  militia  of  this  colony,  commonly  Thetr.ii.iini 
called  the  training-band,  shall  be  constituted  of  all  the  able-bodied 
male  persons  therein,  from  sixteen  years  old  to  fifty,  excepting  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Congress,  members  of  the  council  and  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  for  the  time  being,  the  secretary  of  the 
colony,  all  civil  officers  that  have  been  or  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
general  court  or  either  branch  of  it,  officers  and  students  of  Harvard  i'tsoub  cs 
College,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  elders  and  deacons  of  chur«hes, 
church-wardens,  grammar-school  masters,  masters  of  arts,  the  de- 
nomination of  Christians  called  Quakers,  selectmen,  for  the  time  being, 
those  who  have  by  commission  under  any  government  or  congress, 
or  by  election  in  pursuance  of  the  vote  of  any  congress,  of  the  conti- 
nent, or  of  this  or  any  other  colony,  held  the  post  of  a  subaltern,  or 
higher  officer,  persons  while  actually  employed  as  masters  of  vessels 
of  more  than  thirty  tons  burthen,  other  than  fishing  vessels  and  ves- 
sels coasting  in  this  colony,  and  to  and  from  this  colony  to  the  other 
New-England  governments,  constables,  and  deputy  sher[r]if[/]s, 
negroes,  Indians  and  m[oj  [?i]latoes,  and  shall  be  under  the  command 
of  such  officers  as  shall  be  chosen,  impower[e]'d,  and  commissionated 
over  them,  as  is  by  this  act  provided  ;    and   the   selectmen,  or  the 

*  [Sect.]  L 

Note.  —  In  numberinir  the  sections  of  this  chapter  the  division  of  the  engrossed  act 
has  not  been  strictly  followed,  as  the  numbers  there  given  are  placed  opposite  the  first 
line  of  the  enacting  clauses  of  the  respective  sections,  and,  moreover,  are  not,  in  all  cases, 
denotative  of  clearly  distinct  sections.  It  has,  therefore,  been  deemed  best  to  give  in  the 
margin  the  numbers  of  the  sections  in  the  engrossment.  The  word  [Sect.]  not  appearing 
in  the  engrossment,  nor  in  the  contemporary  impression,  is,  in  each  instance,  enclosed  in 
brackets.  Another  impression  of  this  act,  under  the  resolve  of  April  21,  1776,  differs  from 
it  ill  several  unimportant  particulars,  which  have  not  been  thought  of  sinTicicnt  c;)iise- 
quence  to  be  noticed  here,  inasmuch  as  all  differences  between  tlic  engrossmouC  aud  the 
printed  act  most  nearly  in  conformity  thei'eto,  have  been  carefully  noted. 
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major  part  of  them,  of  each  towu,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  impower[e]'d, 
by  writing,  nnder  their  hands,  to  excuse  from  time  to  time  such  physi- 
cians, surgeons,  ferrymen  and  millers,  in  their  respective  towns,  from 
common  and  ordinary  trainings,  as  they  shall  judge  it  necessary  to 
The  council  to     excusc  ;  and  the  council  aforesaid  shall,  from  thiie  to  time,  as  may  ap- 
miiitia.from       pcar  to  them  uccessary,  divide  the  militia  of  each  county  into  regi- 
timeiotime.       nicnts,  and  alter  and  divide  such  regiments,  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  shall  judge  expedient,  after  having  taken  the  opinion,  during  any 
session  of  the  general  court,  of  such  members  of  the  house  as  belong 
to  the  county  where  the  division  or  alteration  is  to  be  made,  and  as 
shall  be  present  at  the  time  of  such  consultation. 
*And  be  it  finiher  eiiacfecl  hy  the  cmthoriti/  aforesaid, 
geJi'LTau't'o  be         [>Sect.  3.]     That  there  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  from  time  to  time, 
chosen  by  baiJot  as  may  be  necessary,  by  either  the  council  or  house  of  representa- 
tives of  this  colony,  with  a  negative  always  resting  in  either  house 
of   assembly,  three   major-generals,  to   rank  and  command  as  first, 
second   and   third,    over   the   whole   militia   thereof ;    which   major- 
generals,  when  so  chosen  and  concurred,  shall  be  commissionated  to 
said  olfice  by  the  major  part  of  the  council  aforesaid ;  and  the  rank 
of  each  of  said  generals  shall  be  expressed  in  his  commission  :   and 
said  first  major-general,  and  each  of  the  other  major-generals  shall,  at 
all  times,  have  power  in  the  absence  of  their  superior  (and  not  having 
orders  to  the  contrary)  to  draw  forth  the  said  militia,  or  any  part  of 
them,  as  the  said  generals,  or  the  first  in  rank  of  them  present,  shall 
judge  expedient   and  necessary,  for  the  immediate  defence  of   this 
or  any  of   the   United  Colonies  of   America ;    and  the   officers    and 
Their  power.      soldiers  of  Said  militia  shall  pay  entire  obedience  to  their  commands 
accordingly,    under  the   penalties    hereafter    provided    in   this  act : 
provided,  always,  that  the  said  generals,  and  all  other  officers  of  said 
militia,  shall   at  all  times  be  under  the  command  of  the  major  part  of 
the  council,  and  shall,  in  drawing  forth  or  retaining  in  service  the 
said  militia,  or  any  part  of  them,  be  subject  to  such  orders  and  instruc- 
councii.    "'  '     tions  as  they  may  receive  from  the  said  major  part  of  the  council ; 
unless  when  the  said  militia,  or  any  part  them,  shall  be  without  the 
limits  of  this  colon}^  they  should  receive  orders  from  the  house  of 
representatives,  for  the  time  being,  to  return  ;  and  whenever  the  said 
militia,  or  any  part  of  them,  shall  be  without  the  limits  of  this  colony, 
the  said  house  of  representatives  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  give  orders  for  their  return  :  to  which  orders  the  said  militia  and 
all  the  officers  thereof,  are  hereby  required  to  yield  strict  obedience, 
any  orders  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

■fAnd  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
gmJv!il\l%f'        [Sect.  4.]     That  the  council  or  house  of  representatives  shaU,  from 
cii.. sou  in  each    time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary,  by  ballot,  choose  one  good  and 
eamemTmler.     ^^^G  brigadier,  in    each  county  in   this  colony  where  there  shall  be 
more  than  one  regiment  (and  where  there  is  but  one  regiment  in  a 
county  the    council  shall  join   such   regiment  to  the  militia  of  any 
other  county,  as  they  shall  see  fit)  ;  and  such  persons  so  chosen  and 
concurred  shall  be  commissionated  b}''  the  major  part  of  the  council ; 
in  which  commission  the  rank  of  each  brigadier  shall  be  expressed : 
Hi9  power.         j^ud  the  Said  brigadiers  shall  have  the  same  command  over  their  re- 
spective brigades  as  the  first  major-general  has  over  the  militia  of 
the  whole  colony ;  and  when  two  or  more  of  said  brigades,  or  any 
number  of  said  militia,  shall  be  together  embodied  upon  any  alarm, 

*  [Sect.]  2.  t  [Sect.]  3. 


To  be  under  the 
command  of  the 


[3d  Sess.]  Province  Laws.  — 1775-76.  447 

[UEVOLUTIONAIIY    PEKIOD  —  "  COLONY."] 

the  first  officer  in  rank  who  shall  be  present  shall  have  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  whole. 

*And  be  it  farther  enacted  h>i  the  authority/  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  5.]     That  there  shall  be  chosen,  appointed  and  commission-  ^^^^oXonax^^nT 
ated,  as  is  provided  and  directed  by  this  act  for  the  choice  and  appoint-  two  majors  to  be 
ment  of  general  officers,  over  [each]    [swc/i]  regiment  in  this  colony,  game  manner. 
one  colonel,  one  lient[e?iani] -colonel,  and  two  majors;  and  the  said  lo Alien, 58i.' 
field  officers  so  appointed  and  cominissionated,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  shall  forthwith  divide  and  set  off  the  respective  regiments  into 
companies,  as  they  shall  judge  expedient,  to  consist,  as  near  as  con- 
veniently can  be,  of  sixty-eight  privates,   exclusive  of   those  of   the 
alarm  list ;  and  to  determine  the  rank  of  each  and  every  company : 
provided,  nevertheless,  that  no  soldier   shall  be  obliged,  without  his 
consent,  to  join  a  company  belonging  to  any  town  in  which  he  has 
not  his  usual  place  of  abode,  unless  where  there  shall  not  be  privates 
enough  to  make  a  company  of  thirty  soldiers,  including  officers  ;  in 
which  case,  as  also  where  there  are  any  persons  belonging  to  a  place 
not  incorporated,  they  shall  be  joined  to  such  company  as  the  field 
officers  of  the  regiments  within  which  they  are,  shall  see  fit.     And  the  ^^J",!?"*  \"  ,'^® 
inhabitants  of  every  town  now  in,  or  that  shall  be  in,  the  Continental  Army  to  be  con- 
Army,  shall  be  deemed  to  belong  to  and  be  a  part  of  the  companies  fong^ngtothe 
in  their  respective  towns,  and  excused  from  duty  in  the  militia   whilst  miutia. 
they  continue  part  of  the  army  aforesaid  ;  and  each  company  when  Each  company 
so  formed  and  set  off,  shall,  together  with  those  of   the  alarm  list  oVn  capudn  ami 
within  the  limits  of  the  same,  by  ballot,  in  the  presence  of  one  of  ^ho  are^rbJ^"' 
their  field  officers  —  who  shall  cause  them  to  be  duly  notified  for  that  commission. 
purpose,  and  shall  preside  as  moderator  —  choose  one  captain  and  two  iilajorpanof 
lieutenants;  which  choice  shall  immediately  be  certified  to  the  secre-  the  council. 
tary,  by  said  field  officers  ;  and  the  major  part  of  the  council,  there- 
upon, unless  some   material  objection  against  such  choice  for  any 
corrupt  practice  or  irregularity  shall  be  made  at  or  before  the  time 
of  receiving  said  certificates,  shall  commissionate  such  persons  pursu- 
ant to  their  election  :  and  all  the  said  officers,  when  so  commissionated 
by  the  council,  shall,  in  the  absence  of  their  superiors,  have  the  same 
power  in  ordering,  directing  and  marching  their  regiments  and  com- 
panies as  the  first  major-general  has  over  the  whole  of  said  militia ; 
and  the  colonel  or  commanding   officer  of   each   regiment   shall,  as 
soon  as  the  captains  in  his  regiment  are  commissionated,  give  them, 
respectively,  under  his  hand,  in  writing,  the  limits  of  their  respective 
companies,  their  alarm  posts,  and  the  manner  of  mustering  their  corn- 
pan  [y][ie]s  on  all  occasions. 

■\And  he  it  farther  enacted   by  the  aathority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.1     That  the  field  officerfsl  of  eacli  and  every  regiment,  or  An  adjutant  to 

u,  .  -'  /.,  '--'-,  1  1      be  recommend- 

the  major  part  of  them,  shall  recommend  to  the  general  court  a  good,  ea  by  the  liiid 
able    and  skilful [1]    person  for  adjutant  of   their  regiment;    and  if  r^fm^ntfa'ud' 
either  house  shall,  by  ballot,  elect  such  person  for  that  office,  then  the  chosen  by  baiioi 
major  part  of  the  said  council  shall,  when  concurred,  commissionate  and  commis-"'^' 
him  thereto.     And  in  all  cases  determinable  by  field  officers  of  the  f^a"oI-M7rt  of 
several  regiments,  where  there  shall  be  the  four  field  officers  of  any  council, 
particular  regiment  present,  and  they  shall  bo  equally  divided  in  their 
opinions  respecting  such  matter,  the  determination  shall  be  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  the  first  colonel. 

XAnd  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  each  company,  including  the  alarm  list,  shall  be  Non-cor^is- 

*  [Sect.]  4.  t  [Sect.]  5.  t  [Sect.]  6. 
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to  be  chosen  by 
the  company. 


Articles  of 
equipments. 
10  Allen,  581. 


Poor  persons  to 
be  equipped  at 
the  expeiiBC  of 
their  town. 


Penalties  for 
embezzlement 
of  such  equip, 
mentis. 


called  together  by  their  captain  or  commanding  officer,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  one  clerk,  four  Serjeants,  four 
corporals,  one  drummer  and  one  fifer ;  and  when  it  shall  appear  to 
the  commission  officers  of  any  company  that  either  of  said  non-com- 
mission[e]'d  officers  shall  neglect  his  duty,  they  may  remove  and  dis- 
miss him  from  his  office,  and  call  upon  their  company,  including  the 
alarm  list,  to  choose  another  in  the  room  of  such  delinquent ;  and  if 
the  said  company,  being  called  together  for  that  purpose,  shall  at  any 
time  neglect  or  refuse  immediately  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  one  or 
more  non-commission  [e]'d  officer  or  officers  so  order  [e]'d  to  be 
chosen,  the  commission  officers  of  such  company,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  shall,  by  warrant  under  their  hands,  in  writing,  appoint  said 
non-commissioned  officer  or  officers  which  the  said  company  shall 
have  refused  to  choose  as  aforesaid. 

*And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
[Sect.  8.]  That  each  and  every  officer  and  private  soldier  of  said 
militia,  not  under  the  controul  of  parents,  masters  or  guardians,  and 
being  of  sufficient  ability  therefor,  in  the  judgment  of  the  selectmen 
of  the  town  wherein  he  has  his  usual  place  of  abode,  shall  equip  him- 
self, and  be  constantly  provided  with,  a  good  fire-arm,  with  a  steel  or 
iron  ramrod  and  a  spring  to  retain  .the  same,  a  worm,  priming-wire 
and  brush,  and  a  bayonet  fitted  to  his  gun,  a  scabbard  and  belt  there- 
for, and  a  cutting-sword,  or  a  tomahawk  or  hatchet,  a  pouch  contain- 
ing a  cartridge-box  that  will  hold  fifteen  rounds  of  cartridges,  at  least, 
a  hundred  buck-shot,  a  jack-knife,  and  tow  for  wadding,  six  flints,  one 
pound  of  powder,  forty  leaden  balls  fitted  to  his  gun,  a  knapsack  and 
blanket,  a  canteen  or  wooden  bottle  sufficient  to  bold  one  quart.  And 
all  parents,  masters  and  guardians  shall  furnish  and  equip  those  of 
the  militia  which  are  under  their  care  and  command,  with  the  arms, 
equipments,  and  accoutrements  aforesaid ;  and  where  the  selectmen 
of  any  town  shall  adjudge  any  person,  belonging  to  the  militia  of  their 
town,  unable  to  equip  and  arm  himself,  as  aforesaid,  such  selectmen 
shall,  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  certify  the  same  to  the  captain  or 
commanding  officer  in  whose  company  such  person  may  l>e,  and  shall, 
at  the  expence  of  such  town,  provide  for,  furnish,  arm  and  equip  such 
person  with  such  arms  and  equipments  :  which  arms  so  provided  by 
such  selectmen  shall  be  the  property  of  the  town  at  whose  expence 
they  shall  be  provided  ;  and  if  any  non-commission [e]'d  officer  or  sol- 
dier shall  embezzle  or  destroy  the  same,  he  shall  be  punish[e]'d  at 
the  discretion  of  the  justice  or  court  before  whom  he  may  be  con- 
victed thereof,  by  paying  double  the  value  of  the  arms  or  accoutre- 
ments so  wilfully  destroy [e]'d  or  embezzled  ;  and  on  default  thereof, 
to  be  publicly  whipp[e]'d  not  exceeding  twenty  stripes.  And  the  se- 
lectmen of  each  and  every  town  shall  provide  at  the  expence  of  the 
colony,  and  deposit  and  keep  in  some  safe  place  for  the  use  of  the 
militia  upon  an  alarm,  one  sixteenth  part  so  many  spades,  or  iron 
shovels  with  handles,  and  fitted  for  service,  as  there  are  rateable  polls 
in  their  town  ;  one-half  as  many  narrow  axes  as  spades  and  iron  shov- 
els, and  as  many  pickaxes  as  narrow  axes,  —  all  fitted  for  service  ;  and, 
at  the  cost  and  charge  of  their  respective  towns,  one  drum  and  one 
fife  for  each  company  therein.  And  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  each  and  every  town  in  this  colony,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in 
town  meetings,  are  hereby  impowov[r']'d,  at  a  meeting  regularly  warned 
for  that  purpose,  to  raise  inon  [e]y  by  tax  on  the  pol  [e]  [Z]s  and  estates  of 


[Sect.]  7. 
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the  inhabitants  of  their  towus,  to  defrey  all  charges  arising  on  said 
towns  in  consequence  of  this  act. 

*And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

TSect.  9.1     That  each  and  every  commission  officer  of  said  militia  Penalty  for  com- 

,,,,-',        .,1  •  ii  J,       j!i  .     .  ,  .  .      .  mission  oflicers 

who  shall  not  withm  one  month  next  after  receivmg  his  commission  neglecting  to 
provide  for,  arm  and  equip  himself  with  such  arms  and  accoutre-  g^|"eV'^'"°' 
ments  as  [js]  by  this  act  [is]  directed,  shall,  by  order  of  a  court  mar- 
tial, appointed  as  by  this  act  is  provided,  be  removed  from  his  office. 
And  every  commission [e]'d  officer,  who  shall  be  deposed  from  his 
office  in  the  militia  for  neglect  of  duty,  or  other  misdemeanor,  as  by 
this  act  is  provided,  shall  receive  no  benefit  from  any  commission 
which  he  shall  be  thus  incapacitated  to  execute,  to  exempt  him  from 
military  duty. 

■fAnd  be  it  further  enacted, 

TSect.   10.1     That  the  clerk  of  each  and  every  comnanv  of  said  a  return  of  aii 
militia  shall,  once  every  six  mouths  after  the  time  of  his  choice  or  ap-  to  be  made  every 
pointment,  take   an  exact  list  of  his   company,   and  of  each  man's  ®'^  mouths, 
equipments,  respectively,  and  present  the  same  to  the  captain  or  com- 
manding officer  thereof ;   a  copy  whereof  the  captain  or  commanding 
officer  of  said  company  shall  immediately  deliver  to  the  colonel  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  he  belongs  to  ;  and  the  colonel 
shall,  without  delay,  return  the  number  therein  contained  to  the  briga- 
dier, and  the  brigadier  shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  return  the  same  to 
the  first  major-general,  and  he  shall  forthwith  return  the  same  to  the 
council. 

XAnd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  11.  j     That  every  brigadier  shall  review  each  regiment  of  his  Each  brigadier 
brigade  twice  a  year,  and  oft[e]ner  if  the  council  shall  order  it,  and  bHgldeTwVoea 
on  default  thereof  shall  be  liable  to  be  removed  from  his  office  ;  and  y*'"'"' 
when  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  an}'  company  of  such  mili- 
tia shall  choose  to  call  his  company  together,  or  shall-  be  order [e]'d 
by  his  superior  officer  to  do  it,  to  examine  their  arms,  or  instruct 
them  in  the  exercises  which,  from  time  to  time,  shall  by  the  general 
court  be  order[e]'d  for  them,  he  shall  notify  and  warn  them  of  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting,  in  such  manner  as  his  colonel  shall  appoint 
therefor;  and  each  and  every  company  shall  be  muster [e]'d  eight  ^^{jg^^^J^P^^J 
times  a  year,  at  least,  including  their  regimental  musters.  eight  times  a 

%And  be  it  further  enacted,  ^'^^^' 

[Sect.  12.1  That,  if  the  commanding  officer  of  any  regiment  shall  Penalty  for 
neglect  to  call  his  regiment  together  at  such  time  and  place  and  in  ing  to  can  their 
such  manner  as  his  brigadier  shall  order,  and  be  thereof  convicted  [ofetifen* 
before  a  court-martial,  appointed  as  is  in  this  act  provided,  he  shall 
be  liable  to  be  removed  from  his  office  ;  and  if  any  captain  or  subal- 
tern shall  prove  disobedient  on  a  training-,  or  muster[in<7]-day,  or 
shall  not  draw  out  the  company  he  commands,  being  order [e]'d  by  his 
superior  officer  thereto,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be  removed  from  his  office 
by  a  court-martial  appointed  as  by  this  act  is  provided ;  and  when 
any  commission  officer  shall  be  removed  from  his  office  as  aforesaid, 
he  shall  be  held  incapable  of  holding  any  military  office,  in  said  militia, 
for  the  space  of  three  years  next  after  sentence  declared  against  him ; 
and  when  any  captain  or  subaltern  shall  be  removed  from  his  office  as 
aforesaid,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  company  wherein  such  inca- 
pacitated person  used  last  to  command,  shall  call  the  company  to- 
gether, including  the  alarm  list,  and  direct  them,   in  the  presence  of 

*  [Sect.]  8.  t  [Sect.]  9.  t  [Sect.]  10.  §  [Sect.]  11. 
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one  of  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  (who  shall  preside  as  moder- 
ator) ,  to  choose  some  other  person  in  his  room ;  and  the  person  so 
chosen,  on  his  choice  being  certified  as  is  in  this  act  provided  for  the 
choice  of  captains  and  subalterns,  shall,  by  the  council,  be  commission- 
ated  accordingl3\  And  if  the  said  company  at  any  time  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  choose  one  or  more  commission  officer  or  officers  for  the 
same,  after  being  called  together  for  that  purpose  as  is  directed  by 
this  act,  the  field  officers,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  recommend 
to  the  council  such  person  or  persons,  within  the  limits  of  said  com- 
pany, as  they  shall  think  most  capable  of  the  said  office  ;  and  the 
council  shall  commissionate  them  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had 
been  chosen  by  the  company.  And  if  any  non-commission[e]'d  officer 
Penalty  for  non-  or  private  soldicr,  being  duly  notified  of  the  time  and  place  appointed 
t!^ml"\T&nT  for  the  company  to  which  he  belongs  to  meet  on  a  training-,  or  muster- 
s.jijicrs  neglect,  (jr^y   gi^all  unuecessarily  neolect  to  appear  with  such  of  the  aforesaid 

iiig  to  appear  J'  ^         o_  i         i     11  i  r    n;  t      rrijn 

equipped.  ai'ms,  accoutrements  and  equipments  as  he  shall  be  possesLeJ  a  oiLiJ  — 

being  order [e]'d  by  his  officer  to  bring  the  same  —  shall  pay  a  fine  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  nor  less  than  five  shillings  ;  or, 
if  he  shall  be  disobedient  or  disorderly  on  a  training-,  or  muster-day, 
he  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twenty  nor  less  than  one 

The  mode  of  re-  ghiHinsr.      And  all  fines  and  forfeitures  of  money  arising  by  breach  of 

covering  nnes  =>  .  -^  ±      •     •  i 

ana  forfeitures  this  act,  for  disobedieucc  or  failure  of  appearance  on  a  training-day, 
breach  onhis  shall  be  recover[e]'d,  by  complaint  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  by 
aiJt.  the  clerk  of  the  company  to  which  the  delinquent  belongs,  —  an  appeal 

being  allowed,  to  either  party,  to  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas, 
as  in  other  actions  ;  and  if  on  such  complaint  judgment  shall  be  given 
in  favor  of  such  clerk,  he  shall  have  his  legal  cost  allowed  him :  pro- 
vided, neuer^Zie/ess,  that  when  any  non-commission[e]'d  officer  or  sol- 
dier shall  neglect  to  appear  as  aforesaid  on  a  training-,  or  muster-day, 
and  shall,  within  fifteen  days  next  after  such  training  or  muster,  make 
his  application-  to  the  officers  of  said  company,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  and  pay  such  fine  as  they  shall  order,  not  exceeding  twenty 
nor  less  than  five  shillings,  or  shall  obtain  their  excuse  and  present  a 
certificate  of  the  same,  under  their  hands,  to  the  clerk,  it  shall  be  a  bar 
to  any  further  action  or  complaint  against  him  for  such  offence. 
*And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  (he  atithoriti/  aforesaid, 
Themiiitiatobe       TSect.   13.1     That  the  said  militia,  as  well  officers  as  privatefs] 

under  nuch  laws  L.  J  TrT)iiii  4.  1 

as  shall  be  pro-    soldicrs,  whcu  drawu  out,  or  order  I  ej  d  to  be  drawn  out,  on  an  alanii, 

geicra'i  TOurt.      ^or  the  immediate  defence  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  Colonies 

of  America,  shall, from  time  to  time,  be  under  such  laws  or  articles  of 

war  and  regulations' as  shall  be  provided  by  the  general  court. 

■fAnd  be  it  further  enacted, 

All  the  generals       rSECT.14.i     That  the  maior-gencrals  and  brigadici's  of  said  militia 

to  and  triable      shall  bc  amenable  to  and  triable  before  the  council  of  the  colony,  for 

eom.dUor  all     all  ci'imes  and  misdemeanors  in  their  office  ;  and  for  treachery,  cow- 

crinua  and  nii8.  ardicc,  fraud,  or  neglect  of  duty,  and  lawless  exercise  of  power,  shall 

ihe"ir  officl.'"      be  liable  to  be  removed  from  their  offices,  respectively.     And  if  any 

field  officer  shall  be  guilty  of  any  misdemeanor  or  breach  of  duty  in 

be'uie'd^o"^  ^°  violation  of  this  act,  the  brigadier,  to  whose  brigade  he  belongs,  shall 

breach  of  duty,   appoint  a  court-iiiartial.  Consisting  of   a  majority  of  the  field  officers 

maniaroffiew    of  the  Same  brigade,  to  tty  him ;   and  when   any  captain,  adjutant  or 

""nainsand       subaltcm  shall  be  guilty  of  breach  of  duty,  or  [other]  misdemeanors 

subatternsV a    agaiust  this  act,  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  he 

commissioned"'  bclongs  to  shall  Order  a  court-martial,  to  couaisL  of  a  majority  of  the 

officers. 

*  [Sect.]  12.  t  [Sect.]  13. 
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commissiouecl  officers  of  the  same  regiment  who  live  nighest  to  the 
delinquent,  to  try  him  ;  which  court-martial [s]  shall,  respectively,  have 
fnll  power,  for  treachery,  cowardice,  fraud,  failure  of  duty,  or  wanton 
exercise  of  power,  to  remove  from  his  office  such  commission  officer 
\^or  officers.*^ 

■fAncl  whereas  bribery  and  corruption  has  been  the  destruction  of 
many  great  and  op [j9]ulent  nations,  and  therefore  every  species  thereof 
should  be  discountenanc[e]'d  by  a  virtuous  and  patriotic[k]  people; 
and  ivhereas  [o/i]  treating,  [on]  the  election  of  officers,  has  a  manifest 
tendency  to  injure  a  free  people,  and  does,  on  training-days,  in  a  great 
measure,  subvert  the  design  of  calling  the  militia  together,  — 

It  is  therefore  enncted  by  the  authoriti/  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  15.]     That  if  any  officer,  on  any  training-,  or  other  muster-  Penalty  for 
days,  shall  give,  or  provide,  any  treat  of  victuals  or  drink,  for  the  ^"'>®''y- 
company  he  commands,  directly  or  indirectly,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be 
remov[e]'d  from  his  office,  by  a  court-martial,  as  by  this  act  is  pro- 
vided for  other  offences. 

I  And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  16.]     That  no  soldier  or  non-commission [e]'d  officer,  shall  Penalty  for  fir. 
unnecessarily  discharge  or  fire  his  gun,  on  a  training-,  or  muster-day,  n"e?e^8sariry°on 
without  the  express  order  or  licence  of  his  superior  officer,  under  such  training. jays. 
penalty  as  is  herein  provided  for  disobedience  or  disorderly  behav- 
iour on  such  days. 

§5e  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  17.1     That  no  sentence  of  any  court-martial  shall  be  put  in  Comraanding 

officer  to  iffirni 

execution  without  being  affirmed  by  the  officer  who  shall  have  ap-  the  sentence  of 
pointed  the  same.  courts-maniai. 

\\And  tohereas,  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  certain  orders  of  men 
are  exempt  from  common  and  ordinary  trainings  ;  and  ivhereas  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  this  colony  calls  loudly  for  the  aid  of  all  its  inhabitants, 
and  many  of  those  persons  who  are  by  said  section  so  exempted,  and 
others,  not  included  in  that  part  of  the  militia  called  the  training-band, 
are  able  and  willing  to  fight  in  defence  of  their  country,  — 

It  is  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  18.]  That  all  the  male  persons  from  sixteen  years  of  age  to  J^'^i'^''"*,-'^*'* 
sixty-five,  not  included  in  that  part  of  the  militia  called  the  training- 
band,  and  exempted  by  the  firsts  section  of  this  act  from  common  and 
ordinary  training,  shall  constitute  an  alarm  list  in  the  colony  ;  except-  fe^'pfed.^  ®^' 
ing  members  of  the  council,  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
American  Congress,  for  the  time  being,  the  secretary  of  the  colon}'^, 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  the  denomination  of  Christians  called  Quakers, 
selectmen,  for  the  time  being,  and  negroes,  Indians  and  molatoes  ; 
and  if  of  sufficient  abilit}'^,  in  the  judgment  of  the  selectmen  of  the 
town  where  they  have  their  usual  place  of  abode,  shall,  respectively, 
provide  for,  and  equip  themselves  with,  such  arms  and  accoutrements 
as  by  this  act  is  directed  for  those  of  the  training-  band  in  the  militia, 
aforesaid,  and  shall,  in  case  of  an  alarm,  be  under  the  command  of 
such  officers  of  the  militia  as  by  this  act  is  directed :  provided,  that 
no  person  above  sixty  years  of  age,  nor  such  millers  and  ferrymen  as 
the  selectmen  of  their  town  shall  judge  necessary  to  excuse  therefrom, 
shall  be  compelled  to  march  out  of  the  town  wherein  they  have  their 
usual  place  of  abode. 

Provided,  also,  — 

And  it  is  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.    19.]     That    all    such    persons,  belonging    to    the    alarm  The  alarm  liat  to 

serve  in  time  of 
*  Engrossment  mutilated.  t  [Sect.]  14.  +  [Sect.]  15.  §  [Sect.]  16.  » 

II  [Sect.]  17.  IF  The  second  section,  as  liere  numbered. 
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action  In  a  sepa- 
rate corps. 


Not  to  bo  sub- 
ject ti)  the  com- 
mand  of  any 
olficeis  inferior 
to  a  field  officer. 


Alarm  list  to  be 
mustered  twice 
a  year. 


Penalty  for 
neglecting  to 
appear. 


No  person  be- 
longing to  the 
army  of  the 
United  Uolonies 
to  be  c  ip.ible  of 
holding  any 
ofSce  in  the 
militia. 


A  deputy  com- 
missary to  be 
appointed  for 
every  brigade. 


list,  wlio  are  by  this  act  liable,  in  case  of  an  alarm,  to  be  called  to 
march  and  serve  without  the  limits  of  the  town  where  they 
have  their  usual  abode,  shall  not  be  obliged  to  march  or  serve 
in  the  ranks  with  such  as  belong  to  the  training-band  list ;  but, 
if  necessity  shall  require,  shall  mjircli  and  serve  in  a  seperate  body 
and  corps  by  themselves,  under  tlie  immediate  command  of  some  field 
officer  or  officers,  and  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  command  of  any 
officer  or  officers  inferior  to  a  field  officer  ;  nor  shall  the  judges,  jus- 
tices and  sher[r]i[/Jfs,  in  actual  commission,  who  shall  have  taken  the 
oath  required  by  law  to  qualify  them  for  the  execution  of  their  re- 
spective offices,  be  subject  or  liable  to  be  called  out  of  the  towns, 
where  they  shall  have  their  usual  abode,  by  any  officer  inferior  to  the 
colonel  of  a  regiment  to  which  the}'  belong.  And  the  clerk  of  each 
company  shall,  when  he  takes  a  list  of  the  training-band,  take  an 
exact  list  of  the  persons  belonging  to  the  alarm  list  in  his  company, 
and  shall  present  the  same  to  his  captain,  with  that  of  the  training- 
band  ;  and  the  captains,  and  all  officers,  shall  make  the  same  return 
of  them  as  of  the  rest  of  the  militia.  And  an  alarm  may  be  made  by 
firing  three  guns,  one  after  another,  or  by  firing  a  beacon  ;  the  drums 
beating  an  alarm,  all  persons  being  called  upon  to  arm,  upon  which 
all  the  trained  soldiers,  and  others  capable  to  bear  arms,  who  are  then 
resident  in  any  town,  shall  forthwith  appear  compleat  with  their 
arms  and  ammunition,  at  the  usual  place  of  rende[2]vouz  or  where 
the  chief  officer  shall  appoint,  there  to  attend  such  command  as  shall 
be  given  for  the  common  defence,  agre[e]able  to  this  act. 

*And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  20.]  That  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  every 
company  in  this  colony,  shall,  once  every  six  months,  on  one  of  the 
days  that  he  shall  muster  those  of  his  company  belonging  to  the 
training-band,  call  those  of  the  alarm  list,  within  the  limits  of  the 
same,  together,  within  the  town  where  they  are  inhabitants,  and  ex- 
amine their  arms  and  accoutrements  ;  and  if  any  such  person  belong- 
ing to  the  alarm  list  shall  unnecessarily  neglect  to  appear,  after 
being  duly  warned,  with  his  arms  and  accoutrements,  he  shall  be 
liable  to  pay  the  same  fine  as  is  provided  against  those  of  the  train- 
ing-band in  like  cases  offending ;  and  all  fines  and  forfeitures, 
arising  by  breach  of  this  act,  against  any  of  the  said  alarm  list,  shall 
be  recover [e]'d  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  for  recovering  the 
same  against  those  of  the  training-band  in  like  case  offending ;  and 
all  those  persons  in  the  alarm  list  shall  be  as  capable  of  being  elected 
to  any  office  in  the  said  militia,  as  if  they  were  in  the  training-band. 
And  no  person  belonging  to  or  being  a  part  of  the  establish[e]'d  forces 
of  the  United  American  Colonies,  or  of  this  colony,  shall,  during  the 
time  of  his  engagement  in  the  services  aforesaid,  be  elected  to  or 
hold  any  office  in  the  militia  of  this  colony. 

fylncZ  he  it  farther  enacted  by  the  anthoritj/  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  21.]  That  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  general  assembly 
a  deputy  commissary  for  every  brigade  ;  a  certificate  of  which  ap- 
pointment, shall  be  sent  them  by  the  secretary  :  and  they  shall  be 
duly  sworn  to  a  faithful  discharge;  of  the  said  office  ;  which  dei)uties 
shall  be  accountable  to,  and  obey  the  commands,  in  matters  respecting 
their  office,  of,  the  comissary  of  this  colony.  And  when  the  militia  ul 
any  town  in  the  colony,  or  a  part  thereof,  shall  -be  drawn  forth  for 
the  immediate  defence  of  this  or  any  of  the  United  Colonies  nfore- 


[Sect.]  18. 


t  [Seel.]  19. 
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said,  each  officer  and  soldier  shall  provide  for  himself  at  least  three 
days'  allowance  of  provisions  ;  and  the  selectmen  of  snch  town  shall 
immediately  cause  carriages  to  attend  them  with  farther  necessary 
provisions,  and  utensils  to  cook  the  same  ;  and  shall  continue  sending 
to  the  commissary,  or  his  deputy,  sufficient  supplies  for  the  part  of  ^'«  ^"*y- 
the  militia  from  their  respective  towns  aforesaid,  until  [I]  certificates 
shall  be  given  by  the  commissary,  or  his  deputy,  in  the  county  from 
which  said  militia  goes,  that  the  same  can  be  otherwise  sup- 
pl[y][te]'d;  and  the  selectmen  are  directed  to  cause  their  accounts 
of  the  provision  aforesaid,  that  shall  be  supplied  by  them,  or  such  of 
the  utensils  as  shall  be  lost  or  damag[e]'d,  together  with  the  charges 
of  transportation,  to  be  laid  before  the  general  court,  for  allowance, 
and  to  produce  receipts  from  the  commissary,  or  his  deput[y][ie]s, 
for  such  a  part  thereof  as  shall  be  deliver[e]'d  to  them,  ivspectively. 

*And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  22.1     That  there  shall  be  a  stock  of  powder  and  ammuui-  Powder  and  nm 

.."-.  ,-'  .11  n  11  I'll      11  1  muiiition  to  be 

tion  in  each  town  provided  and  constantly  kept;  which  shall  be  one  kept  in  each 
barrel  of  good  gunpowder,  containing  one  hundred  pounds,  three  Jo^^'ify^jgi^ 
hundred  weight  of  leaden  balls,  of  different  sizes,  and  buckshot,  and 
three  hundred  flints,  for  every  sixty  soldiers  of  the  training-band  ;  and 
the  same  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lesser  number  :  and  the  select- 
men of  every  town  in  this  colony  shall  procure  and  provide  such  . 
stock  of  ammunition  as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  the  selectmen  of  each 
town  shall  be  and  hereby  are  impower[e]'d  to  raise  mon[e]y,  by  tax 
on  the  pol[e][Z]s  and  estates  of  their  town,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, by  the  same  rule  as  other  town  charges  are  assess [c^]'d  ;  and  shall, 
by  warrant  under  their  hands,  commit  the  same  to  the  constable  or 
constables  of  their  town,  —  who  are  hereby  impower[e]'d  and  directed 
to  collect  the^  same  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  for  the  col- 
lector of  other  taxes,  and  shall  be  held  to  pay  the  same  to  the  town 
treasurer,  as  other  taxes,  and  shall  be  liable,  in  case  of  default,  to 
have  the  same  levied  of  them  by  an  execution  from  the  said  treasurer, 
as  in  other  cases  of  a  delinquent  constable  is  provided  ;  and  the  said 
treasurer  is  hereby  impower[e]'d  to  award  the  same. 

■fAnd  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  23,]     That  there  be  military  watches  appointed,  and  kept  ~at"he"8'''*'"^^ 
in  every  town,  at  such  time[s],   and  in  such   places,  and  in  such 
numbers,  and  under  such  regulation [s],  as  the  commission  officers  of 
such  town  shall  appoint,  or  as  they  may  receive  orders  from  the  chief 
officer  of  their  regiment ;    and  that  all  persons  within  the  training- 
band,  or  alarm  list,  under  sixty  years  of  age,  shall,  by  themselves,  or 
some  meet  person  in  theh*  stead  to  the  acceptance  of  the  commander  penalty  for 
of  the  watch,  attend  the  same,  on  penalty  of  five  shillings  for  each  "''?''''='• 
defect,  there  having  been  due  warning  given  :    and  the  commission 
officers,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  of  any  town,  are  hereby  order[eJ'd 
and  directed  to  proportion  the  burthen  of  such  watches  equally  on 
those  in  the  training-band  and  alarm  list,  excepting  such  as  are  more 
than  sixty  years  of   age,  as  aforesaid,  under  the  penalty  of   being 
dealt  with  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  act  against  those  who  shall 
be  guilty  of  fraud  or  the  lawless  exercise  of  power. 

XAnd  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  24.1  That  each  and  every  fine  and  forfeiture  arising  by  TiKMiispoBition 
breach  of  this  act,  when  recover[e]'d,  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  ing  by  breach  o< 
the  town  in  which  the  person  offending  has  his  usual  place  of  abode,  tw^act. 

*  [Sect.]  20.  t  [Sect.]  21.  J  [Sect.]  22. 
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Two  fi(-l(]-!)i(>feB 
to  bi'  provided, 


to  be  by  the  selectmen  of  such  town  appropriated  to  the  use  of  pur- 
chasing guns  and  accoutrements  for  those  who  are  unable  to  purchase 
the  same  for  themselves,  and  for  purchasing  drums  and  fifes,  and  to 
be  drawn  out  by  the  selectmen  of  each  town,  from  time  to  time,  as 
there  shall  be  occasion. 

*And  be  it  fiii  titer  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  25.]  That  each  brigadier  of  this  colony  shall  keep  constantly 
provided,  at  the  expence  of  the  same,  two  good  field-pieces  that  shall 
carry  a  shot  of  not  more  than  six  nor  less  than  two  pounds  weight, 
mounted  on  good  and  substantial  travelling-carriages,  together  with 
harnesses,  rammers,  ladles,  spunges,  powder-horns,  and  other  neces- 
sary accoutrements  for  the  same  ;  and  shall  also  keep  constantl}^  pro- 
vided, at  the  expence  of  the  colou}^,  for  each  field-piece  as  aforesaid, 
forty  rounds  of  iron  shot,  forty  cases  of  iron  or  leaden  ball,  and 
—and  two  com-  eighty  Touuds  of  powdcr,  with  cartridges  for  the  same  ;  and  shall  like- 
matiOTscs  to  be  "^^^^  causc  a  compauy  of  matrosses  to  be  inlisted  in  his  brigade,  for 
raised  in  each  each  ficld-picce ;  which  companies  shall  consist  of  thirt^'-six  men 
each,  including  officers,  and  be  chosen  from  two  seperate  regiments, 
and  one  town  in  each  regiment,  as  the  brigadier  shall  direct ;  and 
shall,  respectively,  choose  captains  and  other  proper  officers,  and  be 
subject  to  the  field  officers  of  their  respective  regiments,  and  to  the 
same  laws  and  regulations  as  are  provided  in  this  act  for  the  other 
companies  of  the  train-band,  anything  in  this  act  notwithstanding. 
[^Passed  January  22,  1776. 


brigade. 


CHAPTBK   11. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  THE  PLACES  APPOINTED  BY  LAW  FOR  HOLDING 
THE  SUPERIOCLTR  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE,  COURT  OF  ASSIZE  AND 
GENERAL  GOAL  DELIVERY,  WITHIN  AND  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  MID- 
DLESEX; AND  ALSO  FOR  ALTERING  THE  PLACES  FOR  HOLDING  SOME 
OF  THE  COURTS  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE,-  AND  INFE- 
RIOUR  COURTS  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  WITHIN  SAID  COUNTY. 


Preamble. 
1773-74,  chap.  15. 
1769-70,  chap.  18. 


Snperior  court 
to  be  held  at 
Concord. 


Inferior  courts 
to  be  held  at 
Concord  and 
Groton  • 


Whereas  the  time,  by  law,  for  holding  one  of  the  superio[w]r  courts 
of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  at  Charles- 
town,  in  and  for  said  county  of  Middk-sex,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
April,  and  the  holding  two  of  the  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  and  inferio[M]r  courts  of  common  pleas,  at  Charlestown,  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  November 
and  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March,  are  found  inconvenient  and 
impracticable,  as  Charlestown  is  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enactc-d  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  time  and  place  for  the  holding  the  superio[w]r 
court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  lately 
held  at  Charlestown,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  of  April,  shall  henceforth  ])e  held  at  Concord,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  A[)ril,  annually ;  and 
the  times  and  places  for  holding  the  courts  of  general  sessions  of-  the 
peace  and  courts  of  common  pleas,  that  have  of  late  been  held  at 

*  [Sect.]  23. 
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Charlestowu,  in  said  county,  one  of  them;  viz"^'^.,  that  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  March,  shall  henceforth  be  held  at  Concord,  in  said 
county,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March,  annually  ;  and  that  on  the 
last  Tuesday  of  November  shall  henceforth  be  held  at  Groton,  within 
and  for  the  said  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  last  Tuesday. of  Novem- 
ber, annually. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect   2.]     That  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  —to  meet  at 
the  peace,  and  the  justices  of  the  common  pleas,  for  the  said  county  8econd"Tut"day 
of  Middlesex,  be,  and  they,  respectively,  are  hereby,  authori[s][z]ed  ^^^^g^J!["g^j^,'/^° 
and  impowered  to  meet  at  the  court-house  in  Concord  aforesaid,   on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  February  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
a  clerk  for  each  of  said  courts,  aud  trans[ac][m/]t  such  other  bus[s]i- 
ness  in  said  courts,  respectively,  as  then  aud  there  shall  be  thought 
proper. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  autJioritij  af.resaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  all  writs,  plaints,  processes,  appeals,  recogni- 
zances, warrants  or  other  matters  or  things  whatsoever,  shall  be  heard 
at  the  abovesaid  courts,  respectively,  as  fully  aud  absolutely  as  if  the 
places  for  holding  [the]  s[_ai]d  courts  had  hot  been  altered;  and  all 
officers,  and  other  persons  concerned  at  the  said  courts,  are  to  con- 
form themselves  acc<n"dingly  ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.     [Passed  February  6,  1776. 


CHAPTER    12. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  THE  PLACE  BY  LAW  APPOINTED  FOR  HOLDING 
THE  SUPERIO[LTR  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE,  COURT  OF  ASSIZE  AND 
GENERAL  GOAL  DELIVERY,  AND  THE  COURTS  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS 
OF  THE  PEACE,  AND  INFERI0[f7]R  COURTS  OF  COMMON  PLEAS, 
WITHIN  AND  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. 

Whereas  Boston,  the  place  appointed  by  law  for  holding  the  supe-  Preamble. 
rio[w]r  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  i7C9-7o,chap.  n. 
and  the  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  inferio[yf]r  courts  1709.70  chap  is 
of  common  pleas,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  is  now  made 
a  garrison  by  the  ministerial  army,  and  become  a  common  receptacle 
for  the  enemies  of  America,  — 

Be  it  therefore  eyiacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Genend  Court  assembled,  and.  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That,  for  the  future,  the  sui)erio[M]r  court  of  judica-  Superior  and  in 
ture,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  shall  be  held  at  Ded-  be"iidd"'t'in'Ii" 
ham,  within  and  for  the  said  county  of  Suffolk,  on  the  third  Tuesday  hamamiBrai... 
of  February,  and  at  Braintree,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  August,  yearly, 
and  every  year. 

And  be  it  fudher  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That,  for  the  future,  the  courts  of  general  session [s]  of 
the  peace,  and  the  inferio[M]r  courts  of  common  pleas,  shall  be  held 
at  Dedham,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
of  January,  aud  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  July  ;  and  at  Braintree,  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  April,  and  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October, 
yearly,  and  every  year. 
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Dedham  to  be 
made  the  shire 
town. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  avthorify  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  .3.]  That  all  actions,  pleas  and  suits,  both  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, shall  be  heard  at  the  above  courts  as  fully  and  absolutely  as  if 
the  place  for  holding  the  Same  had  not  been  altered  ;  and  all  officers 
and  others  concerned  at  the  said  courts,  are  to  conform  themselves 
accordingly ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  4.]     That  Dedham  shall  be  the  shire  town  of  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  for  the  future.     [Passed  February  8,  1776. 


CHAPTER   13. 


Preamble. 


Goods  taken 
from  the  in- 
habitants of  Fal- 
mouth, to  be  de- 
posited with  the 
selectmen  of 
said  town : 


— penalty  for  re- 
taining tliem. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  FALMOUTH  TO  SUPPORT 
PROSECUTIONS  AGAINST  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE  IN  THEIR  POSSESSION 
GOODS  TAKEN  FROM  SAID  INHABITANTS  DURING  THE  LATE  FIRE 
THERE. 

Whereas,  at  the  time  of  the  late  fire,  by  which  the  greater  part  of 
the  town  of  Falmouth,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  was  destroyed 
by  vessels  belonging  to  the  British  navy,  many  persons  took  and  car- 
ried away  from  the  owners  large  quantities  of  goods,  under  colour  of 
saving  them  for  the  use  of  the  owners  thereof  ;  therefore, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  tliose  persons  who  took  and  carried  away  any 
such  goods  as  aforesaid,  at  the  times  of  said  fire,  under  pretence  of 
preserving  the  same  for  the  owners  thereof,  and  have  the  same  now 
in  custody,  shall,  upon  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  deposit 
the  same  with  the  selectmen  of  said  town,  to  the  end  that  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof  may  again  recover  them.  And  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall,  after  said  day,  retain  in  their  hands  any  goods  what- 
soever, that  they  shall  know  to  be  the  property  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons of  said  town,  and  that  were  taken  away  at  the  time  of  said  fire, 
such  person  or  persons,  so  wil [ling]  [/"wZjly  retaining  the  same,  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  as  if  they  had  been  convicted  of 
stealing  them  ;  and  if  on  trial  it  shall  appear  to  the  justice,  or  the 
court  and  jury,  who  shall  try  [such]  [the^  case,  that  the  said  goods 
were  taken  and  carried  away  in  the  time  of  said  fire,  and  were  at 
that  time  the  propei'ty  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
town,  and  the  justice,  or  the  court  and  jury,  shall  not  be  able  to  find 
in  what  particular  person  the  property  of  such  goods  are,  the  justice, 
or  the  court,  before  whom  the  trial  and  conviction  shall  be,  shall  order 
the  treble  damages  found,  to  be  paid  to  the  selectmen  of  said  town  of 
Falmouth,  to  be  by  them  distributed,  at  their  discretion,  among  those 
who  have  suft"or[6]'d  by  said  fire.  And  if  any  goods  which  shall,  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  be  lodged  in  the  hands  (;f  said  selectmen,  and 
shall  there  remain  for  the  space  of  six  months  without  any  particular 
person's  being  able  to  make  out  to  themselves  a  property  in  them, 
such  selectmen  shall  sell  such  goods  at  public  ve'ndue,  and  shall  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  thereof,  at  their  discretion,  among  those  persons 
who  have  suffer[e]'d  by  the  said  fire. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  selectmen  shall  not  expose  to  puhlic  sale,  as  SnJtobT" 
aforesaid,  any  goods,  waves  and  merchandize,  depositt^d  as  aforesaid,  observed  by  the 
while. there  is  any  suit  or  prosecution  pending  in  law  for  the  same,  ^''i^'ctmen. 
And  when  any  such  goods  shall  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  such  se- 
lectmen, they  shall  immediately  adverti[z][6']e  the  same  in  the  Cam- 
bridge newspaper  ;  and  all  just  and  reasonable  expeuces  arising  by 
receiving,  storing,  keeping  and  advertising  such  goods,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  claim  the  same,  and  prove  them  to 
be  their  property  ;  and  if  there  is  no  particular  person  who  makes  out 
•?.ny  property  in  such  goods,  the  charges  aforesaid,  and  charges  of 
3aic,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  thereof  :  provided,  nevertheless, 
that  the  said  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Falmouth  shall  not  be  obliged 
to  deliver  such  goods  to  the  person  or  persons  claiming  the  same, 
unless  such  person  or  persons  shall  give  reasonable  and  sufficient  se- 
curity to  such  selectmen,  that,  if  it  should  thereafter  ai:)pear  that  such 
goods  so  deliver [e]'d  by  said  selectmen  to  such  person  or  persons 
were  the  property  of  any  other  person,  tliey  sliall  be  returned  in  as 
good  condition  as  when  deliver [e]'d  as  aforesaid.  \_P<issed  February 
9,  1776. 


CHAPTER    14. 

AN   ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND   CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE 
EXPIRED,  AND  NEAR  EXPIRING. 

Whereas  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  now  ex-  Preamble, 
pired  or  near  expiring,  have  been  found  useful  and  beneficial ;  vizi^'^., 
two  acts  made  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
majesty  King  George  the  Second;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  in  further  nsr-ss,  chap.  8. 
addition  to  an  act,  made  in  [the]  first  year  of  his  present  majesty's 
reign,  intitled  '  An  Act  to    prevent   coparceners,  joint   tenants  and 
tenants  in  common,  from  committing  strip  and  waste  upon  lands  by 
them  held  in  common  and  undivided  ; '"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  nsT-ss, chap. 9. 
in  further  addition  to  an  act  intitled  '  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  idiots 
and  distracted  persons  ; '"    an  act  made  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
same  reign,  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  effectual  preventing  of  hoi'ses,  i739-4o,  chap.  8, 
neat  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  from  running  at  large  or  feeding  upon  a 
certain  island  called   Plumb   Island,  lying   in   Ipswich    Bay,  in   the 
county  of  Essex  ;  "  three  acts  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  same 
reign  ;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  to  the  har-  I740.4i,ciiap.i5, 
hour  of  Cape  Cod,  bv  cattle  and  horse-khid  feeding  on  Provincetown 
land[.s]  ;"  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  for  n4iMi,chap.i9. 
regulating  of  fences,  &c.  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  encourage  n40-n,chap.23. 
the  increase  of   sheep  and   goats  ;  "    two  acts  made  in  the  fifteenth 
year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  uuuecessavy  i74i-42,chap.i. 
petitions  to  the  great  and  general  court ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  1741-4-2,  chap.  5. 
for  the  better  regulating  porters  employed  within  the  town  of  Boston  ;  " 
six  acts  made  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled 
"  An  Act  in  addition  to  and  for  rendering  more  effectual  an  act  for  1742.43, chap. 4. 
regulating  the  assize  of  cask,  and  preventing  deceit  in  packing  fish, 
beef  and  pork,  for  sale,  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  and  also  for  [the]   preventing  fraud  and 
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1742-43,  chap.  11.  injusticG  in  the  measuring  of  grain  ;"  anotlier,  iutitled  "An  Act  to  pre- 
vent damage  being  done  unto  Billingsgate  Bay,  in  the  town  of  Eastham, 
by  cattle   horse-kind  and   sheep   feeding   on   the  beach  and  islands 

1742-43, chap.  17.  adjoining  thereto  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  spread- 
ing of  the  small-pox  and  other  infectious  sickness,    and  to  prevent 

1742-43, chap. 25.  the  coucealiug  the  same  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the 

1742-43,  chap  28.  multiplicity  of  lawsuits  "  ;  another,  intitled  "An  Act  in  further  addition 
to,  and  explanation  of,  an  act  intitled  '  An  Act  for  regulating  townships, 

1742-43, chap. IS.  choicc  of  towu  officcrs,  &c  ; '  "  the  other,  iutitled  "An  Act  in  addition 
to  the  several  laws  of  this  province  relating  to  the  support  of  poor  and 
indigent   persons ; "  one   act   made   in   the   seventeenth  year  of   the 

17.43-44,  chap.  6.  same  rcigu,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  preventing  mischief  by  unruly  dogs 
on  the  island  of  Nantucket ;"  three  acts  made  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 

1744-45, chap. 25.  the  Same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  mischief  being  done 
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1744-45, chap.' 26.  by  uuruly  clogs  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  neat  cattle 
and  horses  running  at  large  and  feeding  on  the  beaches  adjoining  to 
Eastern-Harbour  Meadows,  in  the  town  of  Truro  ;  "  the  other,  intitled 
1744-45,  chap.  27.  "  An  Act  ill  ddditiou  to  the  act  for  preventing  damage  to  the  harbour 
of   Cape  Cod,   by  cattle  and  horse-kind   feeding   on   Provincetown 
lands  ;  "  two  acts  made  in  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  years  of  the 
1745-46, chap. 7..  samc  rcigu  ;  one,  iutitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  unnecessary  cost  being- 
allowed  to  parties  and  witnesses  in  the   several   courts   of   justice 
1745-46, chap.  16.  withiu  this  proviucc  ; "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the. 
act  iutitled  '  An  Act  for  appointing  commissioners  of  sewers  ; '  "  five 
1746-47,  chap. 6.    acts  made  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An 
Act  relating  to  views  by  a  juiy,  in  civil  actions  ;  "  another,  intitled 
1746-47,  chap.  17.  C4  ^^  j^q^  more  effectually  to  prevent  profane  cursing  and  swearing  ;  " 
1746-47, chap. 26.  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  swine  ;  "  another, 
1746-47, chap. 27.  intitled    "  Au   Act   to    prevent  damage  being   done  unto'  Nosset[^] 
Meadow,   by  cattle  and  horse-kind   feeding  on  the  beach    adjoining 
1746-47,  chap.  28.  thereto;"  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
the  meadow  called  Sandy-Neck  Meadow,  in  Barnstable,  and  for  the 
better  preservation  of   the  harbour  there ; "  two  acts   made    in    the 
1747-48,  chap. 3.   tweuty-fii'st  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent 
1747-48, chap.  7.    the  destruction  of  wild  fowl ;  "  the  other,  inti[t]led  "  An  Act  to  pre- 
vent deceit  in  the  gage  of  cask ; "  four  acts  made  in  the  twenty- 
1748-49, chap. 9.    sccoud  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  ease  of 
1748-49, chap.  12.  prisoners  for  debt;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  more  easy 
1748-49,  chap.  14.  partition  of  lands  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  by 
fire  in  the  towns  of   Boston  and  Charlestown  ;  "    the  other,  intitled 

1748  49, chap.  18.  "  Au  Act  to  prcvcut  damage  being  done  on  the  beach  in  Biddeford, 

and  meadows  adjoining  to  said  beach,  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  Winter-Harbour  Beach  ;  "  ten  acts  made  in  the  twenty-third  year 
1749-50, chap. 3.  of  the  Same  reign;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  disturbance 
given  the  general  court  by  the  passing  of  coaches,  chaises,  carts, 
trucks  and  other  carriages  by  the  province   court-house;"  another, 

1749  50,  chap. 6.   iutitled  "  Au  Act  for  regulating  the  hospital  on  Rainsford  Island,  and 
1749-50, chap. 7.    further  providing  in  case  of  sickness  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  for 

the  punishing  such  offenders  as  shall  be  any  ways  concerned  in  con- 
triving, writing  or  sending  any  incendiary  or  menacing  letters  in  order 
to  extort  sums  of  money  or  other  things  of  value  from  any  of  his 
1749-50, chap.  13.  majcsty's  good  subjects  ;  "   another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  any 
persons   obstructing   the   fish   in   their   passing   up  into  Monatiquot 
1749 50, chap. 22.  Rjvcr,  witWu   the   town  of   Braintree;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act 
1749-50,  chap.  23.  against  diminishing  or  counterfeiting  money;"  another,  intitled  "  An 
Act  in  addition  to  and  for  rendering  more  effectual  '  An  Act  for  tlie 
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restraining  the  taking  excessive  usury  ; '  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  1749.50,  chap.  27. 
in  addition  to  the  act  intitled*  '  x\n  Act  to  encourage  the  increase  of 
sheep  and  goats  ; '  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  stage-plays  iV49-50,chap.24. 
and  other  theatrical  entertainments;"   another,  intitled  "An  Act  "in  i"50.5i,  chap.  5. 
addition  to  the  act  for  better  regulating  swine  ;  "    another, .  intitled 
"  Au  Act  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  alewives  in  the  1749-50,  chap.  12. 
town   of   Middleborough ; "    two    acts    made    in    the   twenty-fourth 
year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  providing  for  the  sup-  1750.51, ciiap. 21. 
port  of  ministers  in  new  plantations;"  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  i75o-5i,chap.22. 
in  addition  to  an  act  for  regulating  fences,  cattle,  &c.  ;  "  five  acts 
made  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  1752-53, chap.  12. 
Act  for  further  regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  probate 
within  this  province  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  more  e[e]asy  1752-53, chap.  1.3. 
partition  of  lands  or  other  real  estate,  given  by  will,  and  held  in  com- 
mon and  undivided  among  the  devisees  ;"  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  1752-53,  chap.  is. 
for  further  preventing  all  riotous,  tumultuous  and  disorderly  assemblies 
or  companies  of  persons,  and  for  preventing  bonfires  in  any  of  the 
streets  or  lanes  within  any  of  the  towns  of  this  province  ;  "  another, 
intitled  "  Au  Act  for  preventing  damage  by  horses  going  at  large  ;  "  1752-53,  chap.  20. 
the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  firing  the  woods  ;  "  two  acts  1753-54,  chap.  9. 
made  in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  1753.54,  chap.  29. 
Act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws  of  this  government  made  for  the 
regulating  general  fields;"  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  1753.54, chap. 44. 
neat  cattle  and  horses  running  at  large  and  feeding  on  the  beaches 
and  meadows  below  the  banks,  in  the  town  of  Truro,  from  the  house 
of  Joshua  Atkins  to  Bound  Brook,  and  also  on  the  common  meadow, 
at  and  about  Pamit  Harbour  and  River,  as  far  up  as  the  wading  place 
by  John  Lumbart's  ; "  three  acts  made  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of 
the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  securing  the  growth  1754-55, chap. 21. 
and  increase  of  a  certain  parcel  of  wood  and  timber  in  the  townships 
of  Ipswich  and  Wenham  in  the  county  of  Essex ; "  another,  intitled 
"  Au  Act  for  appointing  assay ers  of  potash  and  peaiiash  ;  "  the  other,  1754-55,  chap.  26. 
intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  to  the  beach  hum-  1755-56,  chap.  9. 
ock[s]  and  meadows  belonging  to  the  town  of  Scituate,  lying  between 
southerly  end  of   the  Third  Cliff,  so  called,  and  the  mouth  of   the 
North  River ; "  one  act  made  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  same 
reign  ;  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  and  laws  of  1755-56,  chap.  43. 
this  province  now  in  force,  respecting  poor  and  idle,  disorderly  and 
vagrant  persons  ;  "  three  acts  made  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  same 
reign;  one,  intitled    "An  Act  for  further  regulating  the  course  of  1756-57, chap. 28. 
judicial  proceedings  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  1756-57,  chap. 31, 
being  done  unto  Billingsgate  Bay  in  the  town  of  Eastham,  by  cattle 
and  horse-kind  and  sheep  feeding  on  the  beach  and  islands  adjoining 
thereto  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  1757-08,  chap.  5. 
on  the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  the  township  of  Barnstable,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  harbour  contiguous  to  the  common  fields  in  said 
town  ;  "  three  acts  made  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  the  same  reign  ; 
one,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  intitled  '  An  Act  in  addi-  1757-58, chap.  10. 
tion   to   the  act  for  providing   of  pounds,  &c.  ; '  "   another,  intitled  1757-55, chap. n- 
"  An  Act  to  prevent  neat  cattle,  horses  and  sheep  running  at  large 
and  feeding  on  the  beaches  between  Wells  and  Oqunqui[?i]t  Ilai- 
bour[s]  in  the  town  of  Wells,  and  to  prevent   the   mowing  of   the 
same;"  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  1758.59,  chap.  6, 
for  the  better  regulating  the  Indians  ;  "  four  acts  made  in  the  thirty- 

*  This,  and  the  title  which  immediately  follows  it,  are  transposed  ia  the  printed  acts. 
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1758-59,  chap.  18.  secoud  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  in  titled  "  An  Act  providing  that 
the  solemn  affirmation  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  shall  in  certain 
cases,  be  accepted  instead  of  an  oath  in  the  usual  form  ;  "  another,  in- 

1753-59, chap. 33.  titled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  intitled  '  An  Act  for  regulating 

i75S-59,chap.37.  of  feuccs,  cattlc,  &c.  ; ' "  another,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an 
act  relating   to  executors  and  administrators  ; "    the   other,    intitled 

i75S-59,ciiap.i7.  "  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  intitled  '  An  Act  for  explanation 
of,  and  supplement  to,  an  act  referring  to  the  poor,  &c.  ; '  "   four  acts 

1759.60,  chap. 21.  made  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An 

1759-00, chap. 29.  Act  relating  to  ferries;"  another,  intitled  "An   Act  for  the  better 

1759-60, chap. 38.  regulating  the  choice  of  petit  jurors;"  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to 
prevent  damage  being  done  on  a  beach  at  Monument  Ponds  in  the 
township  of  Plymouth,  lying  between  the  lauds  of  the  late  Thomas 
Clark  and  Joseph  Bartlet,  deceased,  and  on  a  certain  tract  of  marshy 

1760-01, chap.  13.  gj-Qund  lying  under  water  there;"  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  for 
the  more  easy  division  and  distribution  of  intestate  estates ; "  six 
acts  made  in  the  first  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign  ;  one,  in- 

1760-61,  chap.  19.  titled  ' '  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  meadows  and 
beaches  lying  in  and  adjoining  on  the  north  side  of  town  of  Harwich, 
between   Skeket   Harbour,  on   the    east,  and  Quivet  Harbour,  on  the 

1700-61,  chap.  35.  ^est ;  "  auothcr,  intitled  "An  Act  for  preventing  the  stealing  and 
clandestinely   conveying   sheep    away   from   the   island  of   Martha's 

17G0-61, chap. 28.  Viucyard,  in  Dukes  County  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition 
to  an  act  made  and  passed  this  present  year,  intitled  '  An  Act  to  pre- 
vent damage  being  done  on  the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  and 
adjoining  to  the  north  side  of  the  town  of  Harwich,  between  Skeket 
Harbour,  on  the  east,  and   Quivet  Harbour,  on  the  west ; '  "  another, 

i7ci.G2,chap.5.  intitled  "An  Act  [to']  establish [ing]  a  watch  for  the  safety  and 
better  securing  the  good  order  of  the  town  of  Boston  ;  "  another,  in- 

1701.62,  chap.  u.  titled  "An  Act  [further]  impowering  the  courts  of  general  sessions 
of  the  peace  in  this  province,  to  grant  licences  in  certain  cases,  and 
thereby  to  prevent  unnecessary  petitions  to  the  general  court ; "  the 

176162, chap.  16.  other,  iutitlcd  "An  Act  providing  for  the  levying  and  collecting  of 
taxes  in  plantations  that  are  not  incorporated  ;  "  one  act  made  in  the 

1762-63, chap.  13.  sccoud  year  of  the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the 
several  acts  made  to  prevent  damage  by  fire  in  the  town  of  Boston  ; " 
three  acts  made  in  the  third  year  of   the    same  reign  ;  one,  intitled 

1762-63,  chap.  19.  "  An  Act  declaring  and  regulating  the  standard  of  wheat  imported 
into  this  province,  and  for  preventing  abuses  by  millers  ; "  another, 

1762-63,  chap.  26.  intitled  "  Au  Act  to  exempt  the  people  called  Quakers  from  the  pen- 
alty of  the  law  for  non-attendance  on  military  musters  ;  *'  the  other, 

176364, chap. 3.  intitled  "  An  Act  for  incorporating  the  Indians  and  molattoes,  inhab- 
itants of  Mashpee,  with  their  lands  there,  into  a  district,  with  certain 
priviledges  ;  and  for  their  better  regulation  ;"  three  acts  made  in  the 

1703-64, chap.  18.  foui'th  jeav  of  thc  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  enable  the  col- 
lectors of  taxes  in  the  town  of  Boston  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  rates 
and  taxes  given   [to]  them   to  collect,  in  certain  cases ;  "    another, 

i7'H-6.i,cbap.7.  intitled  "  An  Act  to  impower  the  proprietors  of  the  meeting-house  in 
the  town  of  Newburyport,  where  the  Rev[ere?i]d  Mr.  Jonathan  Par- 
sons officiates,  to  raise  money  to  defrey  ministerial  and  other  neces- 

1764-65, chap.  10.  sai'v  chai'ges  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  Au  Act  in  addition  to  the  act 
intitled  'An  Act  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  alewives  in 
the  town  of  Mid<lleborough  ; '  "  six  acts  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  the 

1764-65,  chap.  24.  same  rcigu  ;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
salmon  and  other  fish  in  Merrimack  River,  within   this  province  ;  " 

1764-65, chap.  25.  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  oysters  in  tlie 
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several  bays  and  rivers  hereafter  mentioned,  within  this  province  ;  " 
another,  intitled  "An  Act  for  preventing  the  unnecessary  destruction  n64.65,  chap.  34. 
of   alewives    and  other  fish,  within  this  province  ;  "    another,  intitled 
"An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  in  the  woods  in  Plymouth,  1765-66,  chap.  12, 
Sandwich,    Barnstable,  Falmouth    and   Wareham,    by   huntino-  with 
hounds  and  dogs  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  preservation  of  nes-ee,  chap.  20. 
the  beach  and  harbour  in  the  town  of  Plymouth  ;  "  the  other,  intitled 
"An  Act  for  the  preservation  and  increase  of  moose  and  deer  on  nes-ee,  cbup.  la. 
Tarpolin-Cove  Island   and   Nennemesset  Island,  lying  and  beino-  in 
the  county  of   Dukes   County ; "  one   act  made  in  the  sixth  year  of 
the  same  reign,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  amending  of  an  act  made  in  the  1765-66, chup. au. 
fifth  year  of  bis  present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  salmon  and  other  fish  in  Merrimack  River,  within 
this  province  ; ' "  four  acts  made  in  the  seventh  year  of   the    same 
reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws  already  i766-67,chap.  n. 
made  relating  to  the  removal  of  poor  persons  out  of  the  towns  whereof 
they  are   not   inhabitants;"    another,  intitled  "An   Act  to  prevent  1766-67, chap. le. 
damage  being  done  to  the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  and  adjoin- 
ing on   the  south  side  of  the  towns  of  Tisbury  and  Chilmark,  in  the 
county  of  Dukes  County,  between  the  land  of  Mat  [^]  hew  Mayhew, 
Esq'^'l,  on  the  west,  and  the  creek  of  water  that  divides  the  land  of 
Thomas  AValron,  from  the  beach,  on  the  east ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  i766  er.chap.  n. 
Act  in  addition  to  two   several  acts  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
salmon   and  other  fish  in  Merrimack  River,  within  this  province  ;  " 
the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  frauds  by  the  adulteration  of  ne-.es.chap  10. 
potash  and  pearlash  ;  "  three    acts   made  in  the  eighth  ^^ear  of   the 
same  reign  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  several  i707-BS,ch;.p  le 
acts  for  the  settlement  and  support  of  schools    and   schoolmasters  ;  " 
another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  Bound-  i76T-6S,chap.  1; 
Brook  Island  and  Griffith  Island,  within  the  district  of  Wellfleet,  by 
cattle,  horse-kind  and  sheep  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  i76:68,ciiai).  n 
the  destruction  of  the  salt  meadows  lying  in  the  towns  of  Tisbury  and 
Chilmark  ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  same  reign,  in- 
titled  "An   Act  to  impower  the  east  precinct  in  Salem,  where  the  i769-7o,chap.  7. 
Rev'^'^l  Mr.  James   Di[e]m[o][f6]n  now  officiates,  to  raise  money  for 
defreying  ministerial  and  other  necessary  charges  of  said  precin[c]t ;  " 
two  acts  made  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled 
"An  Act  to  impower  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newburyport,  noo-To.chap  13. 
belonging  to  the  several  religious  societies  within  the  same,  to  raise 
money  for  defreying  ministerial  and  necessary  charges  ;  "  the  other, 
intitled  ' '  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  made  in  the  twenty-third  year  i769-7o,  cimp.  u. 
of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  intitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent 
any  persons  obstructing  the  fish  in  their  passing  up  into  Monatiquot 
River  within  the  town  of  Braintree  ; '  "  two  acts  made  in  the  eleventh 
year  of   the  same  reign;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  for  regulating  the  1770-71,  ciiap.  21. 
alewive  fishery  in  the  town  of  Pembro[o]k[e]  "  ;  the  other,  intitled 
"  An  Act  to  prevent  the  taking  of  the  fish  called  bass  in  the  river  1770.71,  chap,  ai 
Parker  in  the  town  of  Newbury,  in  a  certain  season  of  the  year ;  " 
three  acts  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  same  reign  ;  one,  intitled 
"  An  Act  to  prevent  any  person's  obstructing  the  fish  in  their  passing  1771-72,  chap.  15. 
up  Spruce  Creek,   so  called,   in  a  branch  of  Piscataqua  River  that 
flows  into  the  town  of  Kittery,  and  taking  and  catcliing  them  therein 
with  sein[e]s  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  regulating  town  meet-  1772-73,  chap.  17. 
ings  in  the  town  of  Danvers  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  to  pre-  1772-73,  chap.  20. 
vent  the  destruction  of  oj'sters  in  Charles  and  Mistick   i-ivcrs  ;  "   four 
acts  made  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  same  reijin  ;  one,  intitled  "An  1772-73,  chap.  44. 
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Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  goods  at  public[k]  vendue,  and  to  limit  the 

1772-73, chap. 45.  number  of  auctioneers;"  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of   salmon    and   other   lish   in   Merrimack   River   within 

1772.73,  chap.  46.  this  proviucc  ;  "  auothcr,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  impower  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Rochester,  in  the  county  [of]  Plymouth,  to  regulate  the 
taking  of  fish  within  the  harbours  and  coves  of  said  township  ;  "  the 

1772-73,  chap.  51.  other,  iutitlcd  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  destructi[o)i]  of  alewives  and 
other  fish  in  Ipswich  River,  and  to  encourage  the  increase  of  the 
same,"  — 

Be.  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Council  and  House  of  Repreaentatices 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  aiithority  of  the  same, 

Reviving  clause.  That  such  of  the  beforc-mentioned  acts  as  are  now  expired,  be 
revived,  and  such  of  said  acts  as  are  not  yet  expired,  be  continued, 
with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  con- 
tained, and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  from  thence  to  thft 
end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer. 
^Passed  February  9,  1776. 


CHAPTER   15. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ENCOURAGING  THE  FIXING  OUT  OF  ARMED  VESSELS  TO 
DEFEND  THE  SEA-COAST  OF  AMERICA,  AND  FOR  ERECTING  A  COURT 
TO  TRY  AND  CONDEMN  ALL  VESSELS  THAT  SHALL  BE  FOUND  IN- 
FESTING THE  SAME. 

Whereas  the  present  administration  of  Great  Britain,  being  di- 
vested of  justice  and  humanity,  and  strangers  to  that  magnanimity 
and  sacred  regard  for  liberty  which  inspired  their  venerable  predeces- 
sors, have  been  endeavouring,  thro  a  series  of  years,  to  establish  a 
system  of  despotism  over  the  American  colonies,  and  by  their  venal 
and  corrupt  measures  have  so  extended  their  influence  over  the  British 
Parliament  that,  by  a  prostituted  majority,  it  is  now  become  a  political 
eno-ine  of  slavery  ;  and  whereas  the  military  tools  of  these  our  unnat- 
ural enemies,  while  restrained  by  the  united  forces  of  the  Ameiican 
colonies  from  proceeding  in  their  sanguinary  career  of  devastaticm 
and  slaughter,  are  infesting  the  sea-coasts  with  armed  vessels,  and 
daily  endeavouring  to  distress  the  inhabitants  by  burning  their  towns 
and  destroying  their  dwellings,  with  their  substance,  plundering  live 
stock  and  making  captures  of  provision,  and  other  vessels,  being  the 
property  of  said  inhabitants  ;  and  tohereas  their  majesties,  King  Will- 
iam and  Queen  Mary,  by  the  royal  charter  of  this  colony,  for  them- 
selves, their  heirs  and  successors,  did  grant,  establish  and  ordain 
that,  in  the  absence  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
colony,  a  majority  of  the  council  shall  have  full  power,  by  themselves, 
or  by  any  chief  commander  or  other  officer  or  officers,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  them,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  special  defence  of  their 
said  province  or  territory,  to  assemble  in  martial  array,  and  put  in 
warlike  posture,  the  inhabitants  of  their  said  province  or  territory, 
and  to  lead  and  conduct  them,  and  with  them  to  encounter,  expulse, 
resist  and  pursue,  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by  sea,  as  by  land,  within 
or  without  the  limits  of  their  said  province  or  territory ;  and  also  to 


^3d  Sess.J  Province  Laws. — 1775-76.  465 

[revolutionary    period  —  "  COLONY."] 

Rill,  slay,  destroy,  and  conquer,  by  all  fitting  ways,  enterprizps  and 
means,  whatsoever,  all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  as  should 
at  any  time  thereafter  attempt  or  enterprize  the  destruction,  invasion-, 
detriment  or  annoyance  of  Ibeir  said  province  or  territory  ;  and  to 
take  and  surprize  by  all  ways  and  means  whatsoever,  all  and  every 
person  and  persons,  with  their  ships,  arms,  ammunition  and  other 
goods,  as  should  in  a  hostile  manner  [in*]vade  or  attempt  the  invad- 
ing, conquering  or  annoying,  of  their  said  province  or  territory ; 
and  luhereas  it  is  expressly  resolv'd  [b*]y  the  grand  Congress  of 
America,.  "  That  each  colony,  at  their  own  expence,  make  such  provi- 
sion, by  armed  vessels  or  otherwise,  as  their  respective  assemblies, 
conventions  or  committees  of  safety  shall  judge  expedient  and  suit- 
able to  their  circumstances  and  situations,  for  the  protection  of  their 
harbours,  and  navigation  on  the  sea-coasts,  against  all  unlawful  inva- 
sions, attacks  and  depredations  from  cutters  and  ships  of  war," 
and  it  is  the  duty  and  interest  of  this  colony  to  exert  itself,  as  well 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  supplies  from  the  enemy  as  for  those  men- 
tioned in  the  paragraphs  of  the  charter  and  resolve  now  recited  ;  and 
lohereas  the  great  and  general  court,  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  did  at  their  session  begun  and  held  at  Water- 
town  on  the  19"^  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1775,  and  from  thence  continued, 
by  adjournments,  to  AVednesday  the  20"'  day  of  September  in  the  said 
year,  pass  an  act  intitled  "An  Act  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  armed  i''75-78,  chap.: 
vessels  to  defend  the  sea-coasts  of  America,  and  for  erecting  a  court 
to  try  and  condemn  all  vessels  that  shall  be  found  infesting  the 
same  ; "  which  act  has  been  found  insufficient  to  answer  the  good 
purposes  thereby  proposed  ;  wherefore,  to  render  more  effectual  the 
good  purposes  by  said  act  intended,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  all  and  every  clause  contained  in  the  aforesaid 
act,  be  and  hereby  are  repealed,  and  made  null  and  void. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]  That  all  armed  and  other  vessels  which  shall  be 
brought  into  this  colony,  and  have  been  found  making  unlawful  inva- 
sions, attacks  or  depredations  on  the  sea-coasts  or  navigation  of  any 
part  of  America,  — or  improved  in  supplying  the  fleet  and  army  which 
have  been,  or  shall  at  any  time  be,  employed  aganist  the  United  Colo- 
nies, or  employed  by  the  said  enemy  in  any  respect  whatsoever,  since 
the  19"'  of  April,  1775  ;  and  also  all  vessels  whose  masters  or  super- 
cargoes shall  have  had  designs  of  carrying  supplies  of  any  kind  to 
the  enemy,  or  that  shall  be  returning  from  the  enemy  after  having 
carried  such  supplies,  —  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof  as  is  herein  pi'o- 
vided,  such  vessel  or  vessels,  with  their  appurtenances  and  cargoes, 
shall  be  deemed  forfeited,  and  shall  be  -disposed  of,  as  is  by  this  act 
hereafter  ordered  and  directed. 
And  be  it  further  eudcted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  3.]  That  the  council  of  this  colony,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  shall  be  fully  impowered  to  commission,  with  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  any  person  or  persons  within  this  colony,  who  sliall,  at 
his  or  their  own  expence,  fit  out  and  equip,  for  the  defence  of  Amer- 
ica, any  vessel,  as  also  any  person  who  shall,  by  the  owner  of  such 
vessel,  be  recommended  therefor;  and  that  all  such  persons  so  com- 
missioned, as  aforesaid, shall  have  full  power,  with  such  other  prvsona 

♦Engrossment  mutUated. 
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US  they  shall  cugage  to  their  assistance,  to  sail  ou  the  seas,  attack, 
take  and  bring  into  any  port  within  the  United  American  Colonies,  all 
vessels  offending  or  employ 'd  by  the  enemy,  as  aforesaid,  and  also 
to  retake  and  bring  in,  as  aforesaid,  any  vessel  or  vessels  that  may  be 
taken  from  any  person  or  persons  by  said  enemy. 

Fwvicled,always,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  master  or  owner  of  such  vessel  shall,  at  the 

time  he  receives  such  commission,  enter  into  bond,  with  one  sufficient 

surety,  at  least,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  office,  and  observing 

the  law  of  this  colony  relating  to  armed  vessels  :  which  bond  shall  be 

■     in  the  form  following  ;  viz.,  — 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  A.  B.  and  C.  D.,  of  ,  &c.,  are 

liokleu,  and  stand  firmly  hound  and  obliged,  unto  the  tr&iisurer  and  receiver- 
general  of  the  colony  aforesaid,  in  the  full  and  just  sum  of  , 
to  be  paid  unto  the  said  treasurer  and  receiver-general,  or  to  his  successor  in 
said  office  ;  to  the  true  payraeiit  whereof  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  execu- 
tors and  administrators,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents. 
Sealed  with  our  seals  the                   day  of                   ,  Anno  Domini,  17     . 

The  condition  of  the  aforewritten  obligation  is  such  that,  whereas  the  said 
A.  B.  hath,  ou  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  received  a  commission  to  command 
an  armed  vessel  called  the  ,  burthen  about  tons  , 

to  make  reprisals  of  all  armed  and  other  vessels  that  shall  be  found  supply- 
ing the  enemy,  or  acting  counter  to  a  law  of  this  colony,  entitled  "  An  Act  tor 
encouraging  the  fixing  out  of  armed  vessels  to  defend  the  sea-coasts  of 
America,  and  for  erecting  a  court  to  try  and  condemn  all  vessels  that  shall 
be  found  infesting  the  same  ;"  if,  therefore,  the  said  A.  B.  shall  .and  do,  in  and 
by  all  things,  well  and  truly  observe  and  fulfill  such  instructions  as  he  shall 
receive  from  the  council  of  this  colony,  and  shall,  in  all  respects,  conform 
himself  to  the  directions  given  in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid,  then  the  afore- 
written obligation  to  be  void :  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  there  shall  be  erected  and  constantly  held  in  the 
town  of  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  a  court  of  justice,  by 
such  able  and  discreet  person  as  shall  be  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned by  the  major  part  of  the  council  for  that  purpose,  whose  busi- 
ness it  shall  be  to  take  cognizance  of,  try,  and  adjudge  according  to 
the  verdict  of  a  jury,  the  justice  of,  any  capture  or  captures  of  au}' 
vessel  or  vessels  that  may  or  shall  be  taken  by  any  person  or  persons 
whomsoever,  and  brought  into  either  of  the  counties  of  Plymouth, 
Barnstable,  P>ristol,  Nantucket  or  Dukes  County;  and  the  judge  so 
commissioned  to  hold  said  court, as  aforesaid,  shall  have  power  to  ad- 
journ such  court,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  at 
all  times  to  issue  his  warrant,  or  warrants,  to  the  constable  or  con- 
stables, of  any  town  or  towns  within  the  said  countys  of  Plymouth, 
Barnstable,  Bristol,  Nantucket  or  Dukes  County,  or  either  of  them, 
directing  the  said  constable  or  constables,  to  warn  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  their  towns,  respectively,  and  to  draw  out  of  the  box, 
1759-60,  chap. 29.  jn  such  manner  as  is  provided  by  the  laws  of  this  colony  for  returning 
jurors  to  serve  in  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize 
and  general  goal  delivery,  so  many  good  and  lawful  men,  for  jurors, 
as  said  judge  shall,  in  his  said  warrant,  order  and  direct,  not  exceed- 
ing the  number  of  twenty-four  ;  and  the  said  constables  shall  immedi- 
ately, as  soon  as  may  be,  give  notice,  in  writing,  to  such  persons  so 
drawn,  of  the  time  and  place  which  in  the  said  warrant  shall  be  set 
for  their  appearance  ;  and  shall  return  said  warrant,  with  his  doings 


[3d  Sess.]  Pkovince  Laws.  — 1775-76.  4:65 

[REVOLUTIONAUY    period  —  "  COLONY.  "] 

thereon,  to  said  judge,  at  or  before  the  time  set  therein  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  said  jurors. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  if  any  constable  within  said  counties  sliall  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  obey  the  warrant  of  the  judge,  for  returning  said 
jurors  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  pay  such  fine  as  the  said  judge  shall 
order,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  ;  but  before*  such  fines 
shall  be  awarded  the  said  judge  shall  summon  such  constable  to 
appear  before  him,  and  shew  forth  the  reasons  of  his  neglect  or  re- 
fusal, and  if  such  reasons  shall  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  said  judge, 
then  he,  the  said  judge,  shall  issue  his  warrant  of  distress  for  such 
fine  ;  and  if  any  juror  so  drawn,  and  having  notice  as  aforesaid, 
shall  not  appear  at  the  time  and  place  directed  in  such  warrant,  or 
shall  refuse,  without  reasonable  excuse,  to  serve  on  such  jury,  he  shall 
pay  such  fine  as  the  judge  shall  order,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  forty 
shillings  ;  but  before  such  fine  shall  be  awarded,  the  said  judge  shall 
summon  such  juror  to  appear  before  him,  to  shew  forth  the  reasons  of 
his  neglect  or  refusal,  and  if  such  reasons  shall  not  be  satisfactory  to 
the  said  judge,  then  he,  the  said  judge,  shall  issue  his  warrant  of  dis- 
tress, for  such  fine,  in  manner  as  is  directed  for  recovery  of  fines  of 
jurors  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  in  the  superior  court  of 
judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery ;  which  fines  so 
recovered  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  colony. 
Awl  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  7.]  That  there  shall  be  held,  in  like  manner,  in  the  town  of 
Ipswich,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  one  other  court  of  justice,  by  such 
able  and  discreet  person  as  the  major  part  of  the  council  shall  ap- 
point and  commission  thereto  ;  which  judge  shall  have  full  cogni- 
zance of,  and  power  to  try,  and  adjudge  according  to  the  verdict  of  a 
jury,  the  justice  of,  the  capture  of  any  vessel  or  vessels  that  shall  be 
taken  as  aforesaid,  and  brought  into  any  port  in  the  counties  of  Suf- 
folk, Middlesex  or  Essex ;  and  shall  have  the  like  power  to  issue  his 
warrant  or  warrants  for  jurors,  in  said  counties,  as  is  before  provided 
for  the  judge  of  the  counties  first  mentioned ;  and  every  constable 
and  juror  within  the  said  counties  of  Suffolk,  Essex  and  Middlesex, 
who  shall  neglect  to  pay  due  obedience  to  said  warrants,  shall  be 
liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  are  provided,  by  this  act,  against  those 
in  like  manner  offending  in  the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnstable, 
Bristol,  Nantucket  and  Dukes  County. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  8.]  That  there  shall  be  held,  in  like  manuer,  in  Falmouth, 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  one  other  court  of  justice,  by  such 
person  as  the  major  part  of  the  council  shall  commissiouate  to  be 
judge  thereof  ;  which  judge  shall  have  full  cognizance  of,  and  power 
to  try,  and  adjudge  according  to  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  the  justice  of, 
all  captures  of  vessels  that  shall  be  taken  as  aforesaid,  and  brought 
into  any  port  in  either  of  the  counties  of  York,  Cumberland  or  Lin- 
coln ;  and  shall  have  such  power  to  issue  a  warrant  or  warrants  in 
said  counties  as  is  provided  in  this  act  for  the  other  judges  aforemen- 
tioned in  the  counties  of  their  respective  jurisdictions ;  and  the  con- 
stables and  jurors  in  the  said  counties  of  York,  Cumberland  and 
Lincoln,  are  to  pay  strict  obedience  to  said  warrants,  under  the 
penalties  before  in  this  act  provided  for  like  offences  in  the  other 
counties  aforementioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]     That  when  any  person  or  persons  shall  take  and  bring 
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into  any  port  in  this  colony  any  vessel  or  vessels  that  have  been  of- 
fending or  employed  by  the  enemy,  as  aforesaid,  such  person  or  per- 
sons so  taking  and  bringing  in  such  vessel  shall  immediately  make 
out  a  bill,  in  writing,  therein  giving  a  full  and  ample  account  of  the 
time  and  manner  of  the  caption  of  said  vessel,  and  the  employment 
she  was  in  when  so  taken,  and  of  the  principal  officer  or  officers  who 
were  aiding  and  assisting  in  taking  her,  and  a  schedule  of  the  cargo 
on  board  her,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  at  the  time  of  her  cap- 
tion ;  and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  judge  who  shall  have  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  port  where  such  vessel  is  brought,  with  all  the  papers  thai 
may  be  found  on  board  such  vessel,  to  the  intent  that  the  jury  may 
have  the  benefit  of  evidence  therefrom  arising,  and  shall  lodge  with 
the  judge  or  his  clerk  a  sum  of  money  or  security  sufficient,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  judge,  for  defreying  the  charges  that  may  attend  said 
tryal,  to  be  applied  for  that  purpose  in  case  the  capture  shall  be 
finally  acquitted,  which  money  shall  be  returned,  or  security  cancell'd, 
in  case  of  condemnation  by  final  judgment ;  and  the  judge  to  whom 
said  bill  shall  be  delivered,  shall  immediately  issue  his  warrant  or 
warrants,  as  aforesaid,  to  any  constable  or  constables,  within  the 
counties  of  his  jurisdiction,  commanding  them,  or  either  of  them,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  to  return  at  least  twelve  good  and  lawful  men  to 
try  the  truth  of  any  facts  alledged  in  such  bill,  and  to  serve  in  all 
causes  that  shall  be  committed  to  them,  and  give  a  general  or  special 
verdict  thereon,  as  shall  appear  to  them  agreeable  to  law  and  evidence  ; 
and  if  seven  of  said  jurors  so  returned  by  said  constable  or  con- 
stables, shall  appear,  and  there  shall  not  be  enough  to  compleat  a 
paunel  of  twelve,  or  if  there  shall  be  a  legal  challenge  to  any  of  them 
so  that  there  shall  be  seven,  and  mot  a  pannel  to  try  such  cause,  tlieu 
in  such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  judge  to  order  the  sherrif  or 
other  proper  officer  attending  on  said  court,  to  fill  up  the  jury  with 
other  good  and  lawful  men  present ;  and  in  case  seven  of  the  jurors 
summoned,as  aforesaid,  should  not  appear,  or  so  many  of  the  jurors 
returned  should  be  challenged  as  that  there  should  not  be  seven 
remaining,  the  said  judge  is  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  again 
to  issue  his  warrant  or  warrants,  as  aforesaid,  which  jury  shall  be 
sworn  to  return  a  true  verdict  upon  the  said  bill  according  to  law  and 
evidence. 

[Sect.  10.]  And  the  said  judge  shall  in  all  cases  acquit  or  con- 
demn said  vessel,  cargo,  and  appurtenances,  agreeable  to  the  verdict 
of  the  jury  ;  and,  if  condemned,  shall  order  such  vessel  to  be  sold  at 
public  vendue,  and  shall  order  the  charges  of  said  trial  and  condem- 
nation to  be  paid,  out  of  the  money  such  vessel  and  cargo  shall  sell 
for,  into  the  treasury  of  this  colony  ;  and  shall  order  the  residue 
thereof  to  be  delivered  to  the  captors,  their  agents,  or  attorneys,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  such  captors,  and  others  concerned  therein  ; 
and  if  two  or  more  vessels  be  actually  engaged,  and  shall  jointly  take 
such  vessel,  the  money  she  and  her  cargo  and  appurtenances  shall  sell 
for,  after  payment  of  charges,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  divided  between 
the  captors  in  proportion  to  their  men.  And  the  said  judge  before 
whom  any  such  trial  and  condemnation  as  is  aforementioned  may  be, 
shall  be  authorized  to  make  out  his  precept,  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
to  the  sherriff  of  the  county  into  which  such  vessel  is  brought,  to  sell 
such  vessel  and  appurtenances  and  cargo,  and  to  pay  thereout  the 
charges  of  trial  and  condemnation,  into  the  treasury  of  this  colouy, 
and  to  pay  his  own  fees,  and  to  deliver  the  residue  to  the  captors, 
their  agents,  or  attorneys  :  saving  K)  the  claimants,  owner  or  owners. 
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of  any  vessel  that  may  be  coudemned  as  aforesaid,  and  also  to  the 
captors,  if  acquitted,  liberty  of  appeal  to  the  American  Congress,  or  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint  for  trial  of  appeals  : 
provided,  the  appeal  be  demanded  within  live  days  after  definitive  sen- 
tence and  such  appeal  be  lodged  with  the  secretary  of  Congress 
within  forty  days  afterward ;  and  provided,  the  party  appealing  shall 
give  such  security  to  prosecute  the  said  appeal  to  effect  as  the  judge 
shall  think  reasonable ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  secretary 
during  the  recess  of  Congress,  then  the  said  appeal  to  be  lodged  in 
Congress  within  twenty  days  after  the  meeting  thereof. 

[Sect.  11.]  And  if  the  claimant  or  owner  of  any  vessel  and  cargo 
condemned  as  aforesaid,  shall  appeal,  the  captors,  their  agents  or 
attorneys,  before  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  such  vessel  and 
cargo  be  deliver'd  to  them,  shall  give  bonds  to  the  judge,  with  suf- 
ficient suretys,  in  such  sums  as  the  said  judge  shall  order,  to  refund 
the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  in  case  the  order  or  decree  of  the 
said  judge  should  be  reversed ;  and  in  case  the  captor  or  captors 
should  be  aggrieved  at  the  determination  of  the  judge,  in  acquitting 
any  vessel,  after  trial,  such  captor  or  captors  to  have  the  same  right 
of  appeal  as  is  before  mentioned,  and  on  their  giving  security  to 
prosecute  such  appeal  to  effect,  the  judge  shall,  before  the  delivery 
of  such  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  claimants  or  owners,  issue  a  warrant, 
under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  have  such  vessel  and  cargo  appraised 
by  three  discreet  and  judicious  men,  under  oath,  and  the  claimants  or 
owners  shall  give  bond  to  the  judge,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  pay  to 
the  captor  or  captors  the  whole  or  such  part  of  the  appraized  value  of 
such  vessel  and  cargo  as  shall  finally  be  adjudged  to  the  captors. 

Provided,  neverilieless, —    • 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  12.]  That  all  captures  made  by  vessels  fitted  and  commis- 
sioned by  Congi'ess,  or  then*  order,  wheresoever  made,  and  also  all 
captures  made  within  twenty  leagues  of  the  land,  by  boats  or  vessels 
not  commissioned,  shall  be  proceeded  with,  tryed  and  adjudged  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  by  this  act  provided ;  their  not  having  received 
commission  from  the  council  of  this  colony,  or  given  bond  as  afore- 
said notwithstanding. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  13.]  That  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  judge,  jurors  and 
sherrifs,  out  of  the  public  treasury,  such  fees  as  are  or  shall  hereafter 
be  established,  by  law,  to  each  and  every  the  oflScers  of  the  said 
court. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  14.]  That  when  any  such  bill  shall  be  deliver'd  to  such 
judge,  he  shall  cause  notification  thereof,  and  the  name,  if  known, 
and  description,  of  the  vessel  so  brought  in,  with  the  day  set  for  the 
trial  thereon,  to  be  advertized  in  the  several  newspapers,  printed  at 
AVatertown  and  Cambridge,  fifteen  days  before  the  time  set  for  trial, 
that  the  owner  of  such  vessel,  or  any  person  concerned,  may  appear 
and  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  such  vessel  with  her  cargo 
and  appurtenances,  should  not  be  condemned  as  aforesaid. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  15.]  That  the  process  and  proceedings  upon  any  vessel, 
that  shall  be  retaken  from  the  enemy  by  any  person  or  persons,  shall 
be  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein  provided  for  other  vessels ;  and 
if,  by  verdict  of  the  jury,  it  shall  appear  to  the  judge  that  such  vessel 
was  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  was  retaken  by  such  person  or  persons 
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before  condemnation  by  the  said  enemy  thereon  had,  the  said  judge 
shall  order  such  vessel,  with  her  cargo  and  appurtenances,  to  be  sold 
in  manner  aforesaid  ;  and  shall  adjudge  to  the  captors  one  eighth  part 
of  what  she  shall  sell  for  (after  deducting  charges  of  trial  and  sale), 
if  the  same  hath  been  in  possession  of  the  enemy  not  more  than 
twenty-four  hours ;  one  fifth  part  if  more  than  twent3'-four  or  less 
than  forty-eight  hours  ;  one  third  part  if  more  than  forty-eight  or  less 
than  ninety-sis  hours,  and  one-half  if  more  than  ninety-six  hours,  and 
the  residue  to  be  delivered  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  vessel ; 
and  if  such  vessel  so  retaken  shall  have  been  condemned  by  the 
enemy,  then  the  money  she  and  her  cargo  and  appurtenances  may 
sell  for,  shall  be  deliver'd  to  the  captors,  as  is  above  provided  for 
vessels  belonging  to  the  said  enemy. 

Aiid  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  1G.]  That  the  claimants  or  owners  of  any  vessel  or  vessels 
that  shall  be  taken  and,  after  trial,  acquitted,  shall  be  barred  from 
having  any  action  or  process  for  damage,  against  the  captor  or  cap- 
tors of  such  vessel  and  vessels,  in  all  cases  where  the  judge  shall 
certifie  there  was  probable  cause  to  suppose  the  said  vessel  or  vessels 
was  employed,  or  the  owner,  master  or  supercargo  was  offending,  as 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  17.]  That  each  judge  of  such  courts  shall  appoint  an  able 
clerk,  who  shall  keep  a  true  and  fair  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
said  court,  and  shall  be  duly  sworn  to  act  in  said  office  with  truth  and 
fidelity,  and  his  attestations  shall  be  received  as  evidence  in  all  courts 
of  law.     \_Pa^sed  February  14,  1776. 


CHAPTER    16. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  CARRYING  INTO  EXECUTION  A  RESOLVE  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  CONGRESS,  FOR  ASCERTAINING  THE  NUMBER  OF  INHAB- 
ITANTS IN  THIS  COLONY. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  American  Congress  have  recommended  to  the  several 

assemblies,  conventions,  councils,  and  committees  of  safety,  of  the  re- 
spective colonies,  to  as [s] certain,  by  the  most  impartial  and  effectual 
means  in  their  power,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  colonies  re- 
spectively, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
Selectmen  to  [Sect.  1.]     That  the  Selectmen  who  sliall  be  chosen  in  each  town 

oaheTnf°"''"°*  within  this  colony  for  the   year  one   thousand   seven  hundred   and 
bttbiunts.  seventy-six,  at  their  annual  meeting,  in  March,  shall  take  an   exact 

account  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  all  ages,  including  negroes  and 
molattoes  (distinguishing  the  number  of  each) ,  resident  in  their  re- 
spective towns  and  belonging  to  this  colony  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
March  aforesaid,  and  all  soldiers  and  seamen  in  the  service  of  the  Con- 
tinent, or  of  this  colony,  who  are  to  be  considered  as  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  to  which  they  belonged,  respectively,  when  they  entered  the  said 
services,  and  that  they  shall  make  return  of  the  same  into  the  secre- 
tary's office  of  this  colony  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  June  next ; 
and  every  selectman  refusing  or  neglecting  his  duty  [i] herein,  shall 
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forfeit  and  pay,  as  a  fine,  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  the  sum  of  four 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  indictment  or  presentment  of  the  grand 
jury  for  the  counties  where  such  selectman  shall  belong,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  malve  strict  [ej[i]nquiry  and  presentment  of  every 
default  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  required  b}'  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  in  case  any  parent,  master,  or  mistress  of  any  ^arni^J  ^^^ ^"•J 
family  in  this  colony  shall  refuse  to  give,  or  shall  not  cause  to  be  given,  fusing  to 'give 
a  just  and  true  account  of  the  number  of  persons  in  his  or  her  family,  fhe^number^in 
when  required  by  oue  or  or*  more  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  to  which  their  families, 
he  or  she  shall  rcspectivel}'  belong,  such  parent,  master  or  mistress 
shall  forfeit  to  the  use  of  this  colony  the  sum  of  forty  shilHngs,  to  be 
recovered  by  complaint  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
where  the  offender  dwells  ;  which  justice  is  hereby  impowered  to  hear 
and  try  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  each  selectman  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  by  the  ^""g^iectmen 
town  to  which  ho  shall  belong,  the  sum  of  four  shillings  for  each  day 
he  shall  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  required  of  select- 
men by  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.}     That  the  number  of  the  persons  in  such  unincorporated  piama°[onrto*^ 
plantations,  within  this  colony,  which  are  contiguous  to  any  town  or  render  an  ac- 
towns,  and  which  heretofore  have  been  asses  [s]ed  to  public  [k]  taxes  i^nhabitanu!''" 
by  the  assessors  of  any  neighbouring  towns,  shall  be  taken  and  re- 
turned by  the  selectmen  of  that  town  the  asses  [sjors  whereof  have 
been  wont  to  assess  such  unincorporated  plantation. 

And,  for  the  obtaining  a  full  and  true  account  of  the  number  of  per- 
sons, belonging  to  this  colony,  not  resident  in  any  of  the  towns  OT 
places  above  mentioned,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  Asa  Douglas[s],  of  Jericho,  Esq"^'^.,  Mr.  Goodrich, 
of  AsheweleC  Equivalent,  Joseph  Benuet,  of  New  Providence,  Esqi^'^., 
Mr.  J[oh]u^°\  Hambleton,  of  New  Ashford,  Mr.  Peletiah  West,  of 
Glassworks,  Col'^"^.  John  Fellows,  of  Sheffield,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  appointed  a  committee  to  take  and  return  such  account  of  all  the 
inhabitants  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  dwelling  without  the  bounds 
of  any  of  the  towns  or  plantations  in  the  said  county  last  above  speci- 
fied ;  and  that  CoF°^.  David  Wells  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  appointed  a 
committee  to  take  and  return  an  account  of  the  number  of  the  like  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Hampshire ;  and  that  Mr.  Simon  Fry, 
Major  Ichabod  Goodwin,  and  William  Bradbury,  be  and  hereby  are 
appointed  a  committee  to  take  and  return  an  account  of  the  number 
of  the  like  inhabitants  in  the  county  of  York;  and  that  Mess[^■eM]r» 
David  Barker,  George  Freeman,  John  Nash,  Isaac  Parsons,  and 
Phine[/i]as  P'rost,  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee  to  take 
and  return  an  account  of  the  number  of  the  like  inhabitants  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland;  and  that  Ezekiel  Pettis,  Esq.,  Col"^"^.  Will- 
iam Jones,  Mr.  James  Minot,  CoU"^.  Jonathan  Buck,  and  Col'^''^  Alex- 
ander Campbell,  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee  to  take 
and  return  an  account  of  the  number  of  the  like  inhabitants  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln.  And  the  members  of  each  of  the  said  committees, 
shall  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  act  severally  in  the  said  bus[s]i- 
ness,  and  each  one  of  them  shall  take  and  return  the  number  of  all 

*  Sic. 
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such  inhabitants  as  dwell  on  such  particular  and  several  districts  or 
divisions  of  land  in  the  said  counties  of  Berkshire,  Hampshire,  York, 
Cumberland    and  Lincoln,  as  shall  be  agreed  on  and  determined  by 
the  said  committees,  respectively. 
And  be  it  enacted. 
Penalty  for  [Sect.  6.]     That  the  parent,  master  or  mistress  of  any  family,  the 

liesrenisiMg^o  uumbet  whercof  is  by  this  act  to  be  taken  by  such  committee,  who 
givua.iuRtac.  J  j^ii  refuse  to  oive  a  iust  and  true  account  of  the  number  of  his  or 
numbers  in  tbeir  her  family,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  like  sum,  to  the  like  use,  and  be 
famines.  recovered  in  the  like  manner  as  before  in  this  act  is  provided  to  be 

forfeited  by,  and  recovered  of,  the  heads  of  families  dwelling  in  towns 
who  shall  refuse  to  give  a  true  account  of  the  number  of  his  or  her 
family  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  to  which  they  belong. 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 
s-ipctmen  and         [Sect.  7.]     That  each  and  every  one  of  the  selectmen,,  and  [of]  the 
binder  oaih.     comuiittees  abovcsaid,  shall,  before  they  enter  upon  the  service  afore- 
said, take  the  oath  or  affirmation  hereinafter  prescribed,  before  some 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  or  the  town  clerk  of  the  town  to 
which  such  selectmen  or  committee  shall,  respectively,  belong ;  who 
are  hereby  respectively  impowered  to  administer  the  same. 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  administered  to  each 
of  the  said  selectmen  and  committees,  shall  be,  mutatis  mutandis,  in 
the  form  following  ;  vizi^'^.,  — 

Form  of  the  You,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  sw[e]ar[e]  that  you  will  faitlifully  and  truly  exe- 

""'^''-  cute  and  perform  the  duty  and  service  required  of  you  by  one  act  or  law  ol 

this  colony,  [c]  [ijnlitled  "An  Act  for  the  carrying  into  execution  a  resolve 

ol  the  American  Congress,  for  as[s]certainlng  the  number  of  Inhabitants  in 

this  colony."     So  help  you  God.      [Passed  February  16,  1776. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Water- 
town,  ON  THE  Thirteenth  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1776. 


CHAPTER    17. 

AN  ACT  FOR  [REP/i:ALIiy*]0  AN  ACT  MADE  AND  PAS[Sy^/)  BY  7'*]HE 
GREAT  AND  GENERAL  COV[RTAT*]  THEIR  SESSION  IN  FEBRUARY 
LAST,  INTITLED  ["^i\"*]  ACT  FOR  ENCOURAGING  THE  FIXING  OUT 
OF  ARMED  VESSELS  TO  DEFEND  THE  SEA-COAST  OF  AMERICA,  AND 
FOR  ERECTING  A  COURT  TO  TRY  AND  CONDEMN  ALL  VESSELS  THAT 
SHALL   BE   FOUND   INFESTING   THE   SAME." 

Whereas  the  said  act  made  and  passed  by  the  great  and  general  i"75-76, ciiap. i& 
conrt  in  their  session  in  February  last,  is  insufficient  to  answer  the 
good  purposes  thereby  intended, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  th^  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled.,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same., 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  act,  before  mentioned,  made  and  passed 
by  the  great  and  general  court  at  their  session  in  February  last, 
intitled  "•  An  Act  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  armed  vessels  to  de- 
feud  the  sea-coast  of  America,  and  for  erecting  a  court  to  try  and 
condemn  all  vessels  that  shall  be  found  infesting  the  same,"  and  every 
part  and  clause  thereof,  be  and  hereby  is  repealed  and  declared  null 
and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  judges  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
made  and  passed  by  the  great  and  general  court,  at  their  session  in 
November  last,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  of  1775-76, chap. 7. 
armed  vessels  to  defend  the  sea-coast  of  America,  and  for  erecting  a 
court  to  try  and  condemn  all  vessels  that  shall  be  found  infesting  the 
same,"  be  and  hereby  are  severally  empowered  to  adjourn  their 
respective  courts,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  judge  expedient  or 
necessary.      \_Passed  March  19,  177G. 

*  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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CHAPTER    18. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  FORGING  AND  ALTERING  BILLS  OF  PUB- 
LIC CREDIT,  AND  FOR  PREVENTING  THE  DEPRECIATION  THERE- 
OF, AND  FOR  MAKING  THE  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  OF  THE  UNITED  COL- 
ONIES, AND  THE  BILLS  OF  THIS  GOVERNMENT,  A  TENDER  IN  ALL 
PAYMENTS. 


Preamble. 

109  Mass.,  327. 


Penalty  for 
counterfeiting 
bills  of  credit. 


"Whereas,  by  reason  of  the  unjustifiable  attacks  committed  against 
the  United  Colonies  of  America  by  the  troops  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  difficulty  of  collecting  money,  plate  and  bullion  to  support  the 
charges  of  their  necessary  defence,  the  Congress  of  said  colonies  have 
thought  fit,  for  the  carrying  on  the  public  affairs  and  answering  the 
present  demands  of  soldiers  and  seamen  employed  by  them,  to  order 
the  imprinting  and  signing  a  certain  number  of  bills  of  credit,  of  sev- 
eral sums,  by  commissioners  thereunto  duly  appointed  and  authorised  ; 
and  whereas  the  congress  and  general  assembly  of  this  colony  have,  also, 
for  the  payment  of  seamen  and  soldiers  employed  in  defence  of  the 
same,  order[e]'d  that  a  certain  number  of  notes  and  bills  of  credit,  of 
several  sums,  should  be  imprinted  and  signed  by  commissioners  there- 
unto duly  authorized  and  appointed  ;  and  whereas  several  of  the  United 
Colonies  have,  by  their  governments,  severally  ordered  the  imprinting 
and  signing  a  certain  number  of  bills  of  public  credit,  for  answering 
the  demands  of  soldiers  and  seamen  by  them  severally  employed  for 
their  necessary  defence,  all  which  bills  have  obtained  a  good  currency, 
and  have  very  much  facilitated  the  carrying  on  of  the  present  war ; 
nevertheless^  some  wicked  persons,  intending  to  defraud  the  iuhabi- 
tants  of  the  colonies  aforesaid,  and  for  the  sake  of  base  and  unlaw- 
ful gain,  have  forged,  altered  and  uttered  several  counterf[ie][ei]t 
notes  and  bills  of  the  same,  in  imitation  of  the  true  notes  and  bills  of 
this  colony,  thereby  imposing  a  vile  cheat  on  unwary  and  less  dis- 
cerning persons  ;  for  the  prevention  of  which  evils,  for  the  future,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Genercd 
Court  assembled,  and  by  th<-  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  I.]  That  whosoever  shall  presume  to  forge  or  counterfeit 
any  note  or  notes,  biU  or  bills  of  the  teno[u]r,  or  in  imitation,  of  the 
bills  of  credit  of  the  United  Colonies,  established  by  any  resolve  of 
the  American  Congress,  or  the  convention,  congress,  or  government 
of  this,  or  any  of  the  United  Colonies  of  America,  or  that  shall  utter 
any  such  counterf[ie][ei]t  and  forged  notes  or  bills,  knowing  them  to 
be  such,  or  that  shall  council,  advise,  assist  in,  or  procure,  the 
forging,  counterfeiting,  imprinting  or  signing  of  any  such  false  notes 
or  bills,  or  engrave  any  plate,  or  make  any  instrument  to  be  used  in 
forging  and  counterfeiting  such  notes  or  bills,  every  person  so  offend- 
ing, and  being  thereof  convicted  before  the  superior  court  of  judica- 
ture, court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  shall  be  punished  by 
being  set  on  the  gallows,  for  the  space  of  one  hour,  with  a  rope  round 
the  neck,  and  shall  pay  a  fine,  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  pounds,  and  suffer  six  months'  imprisonment,  and  be 
publickly  whipped,  not  exceeding  thirt3'-nine  stripes,  and  be  incapable 
of  holding  any  office  under  the  government  of  this  colony  ;  or  shall 
suffer  all  or  any  of  the  foregoing  punishments,  in  the  discretion  of  the 
court  before  whom  the  trial  shall  be,  according  to  the  nature  and  cir- 
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cumstances  of  the  offence ;  aucl  shall  pay  to  the  person  or  persons 
that  shall  be  defrauded  by  such  forgery,  treble  damages.  And  if 
such  offender  or  offenders  shall  not  be  able  to  pay  the  charges  of  his 
or  their  imprisonment,  the  court  before  whom  the  conviction  is,  shall 
order  that  at  the  expiration  of  said  term  of  imprisonment,  such 
person  or  persons  shall  be  sold  in  service  a  time  sufficient  to  pay  the 
same. 

And  it  is  also  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  2.]  That  whosoever  shall  make  discovery,  and  give  infor-  ^r^atf""^^' 
mation,  of  such  vile  and  wicked  practice  of  making,  or  knowingly 
putting  off,  any  false  and  counterfeit  note  or  bill,  as  aforesaid,  so  that 
the  person  or  persons  guilty  thereof  may  be  render [e]'d  to  justice, 
and  convicted,  every  such  informer  shall  have  and  receive  as  a  reward 
for  his  good  services,  on  every  such  conviction,  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds,  to  be  ordered  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  colony  by  the 
council,  on  a  certificate  from  the  court  before  whom  the  conviction 
shall  be,  that  such  person  did  inform  of  such  offence  according  to  this 
act. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3."|  That  every  person  convicted  of  altering  or  increas-  ^.""'"^.'^y  J?,*; 
ing  the  sum  or  figures  set  and  expressed  in  the  notes  or  bills  of  notes. 
credit  of  the  said  United  Colonies,  or  either  of  them,  or  of  forging 
or  counterf[e]it[t]ing  any  hand,  name,  or  stamps,  or  other  private 
mark,  that  shall  be  or  has  been  made  or  set  thereon,  shall  be,  for 
either  of  said  offences,  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided 
by  this  act  against  those  who  shall  forge  or  counterfeit  such  notes  or 
bills. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[vSect.  4.]     That  if  any  person  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  receive  ^,''"„'?'*y  *?'" 
or  pay  any  of   the   bills  aforesaid  for  a  less   sum  than  is   in   them  credlt'for'iileas 
expressed,  such  person  shall  be  incapable  ever  after  of  holding  any  re,™ value' and 
civil  or  military  office  in  this  colony,  and  for  every  such  offence  pay  a  how  disposed  of. 
fine  of  forty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  before  any  court  of  record,  by 
bill,  plaint,  or  indictment ;  one  moiety  whereof  shall  be  to  the  use  of 
the  person  who  shall  sue  or  inform  for  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety 
to  the  use  of  this  colony.  , 

And  be  it  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  set,  or  offer,  his,  i^enaity  for  sen. 
her  or  their  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  at  a  smaller  or  less  price,  in  at  a  less  pVice* 
gold  or  silver,  than  what  they  are,  by  him,  her  or  them,  set  at  in  the  [han  for  i^per 
paper  currency  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  either  of  them,  he,  she  or  currency, 
they  shall  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use 
of  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  use  of  the  town  where  the  offence  is  committed. 

And  he  it  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  Colonies,  estab-  bhis  of  credit  of 
lished  by  the  American  Congress,  and  the  bills  of  this  government,  coion^es^and 
shall  be  received  in  all  payments  within  this  colony,  and  a  tender  of  [pnjer'hTaii* 
the  same  may  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  any  action  brought  for  the  recov-  cases, 
er}'  of  any  money,  or  species  of  money,  due  by  deed  or  simple  con- 
tract, or  in  any  way  and  manner  whatever.     And  all  justices,  sher- 
[r]iffs,  grand  jurors  and  tythingmen,  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and 
commanded  to  bring  to  justice  all  persons  offending  against  this  act, 
or  any  part  of  it.     \_Passed  April  13,  1776. 
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CHAPTER    19. 

AN  ACT  FOR  AMENDMENT  OF  AN  ACT,  MADE  AND  PASSED  BY  THE  GREAT 
AND  GENERAL  COURT,  AT  THEIR  SESSION  IN  NOVEMBER  LAST,  IN- 
TITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR  ENCOURAGING  THE  FIXING  OUT  ARMED  VES- 
SELS TO  DEFEND  THE  SEA-COAST  OF  AMERICA,  AND  FOR  ERECTING  A 
COURT  TO  TRY  AND  CONDEMN  ALL  VESSELS  THAT  SHALL  BE  FOUND 
INFESTING  THE  SAME." 


Preamble. 
1775-76,  chap.  7. 


All  vessels  since 
the  19th  of 
April,  1775,  em- 
ployed by  the 
enemy  and 
taken,  how  to  be 
disposed  of. 


Proceedings  on 
(he  act  of 
i^Vhruary  last, 
CDiiHnned. 
1775-76,  chap.  15. 
1775-76,  chap.  17. 


Judges  of  the 
court  of  admi- 
ralty, where  to 
hold  their 
courts. 


Informations  of 
all  captures,  to 
be  made  to  the 
judge. 


Whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  on  the  construction  of  said  act, 
and  divers  amendments  are  found  necessary,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  all  armed  and  other  vessels,  that  have,  at  any  time 
since  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
been  engaged  in  making  unlawful  invasions,  attacks  and  depredations 
on  the  sea-coast  of  America,  or  used  in  supplying  the  fleet  and  army 
which  have  been  employed  against  the  United  Colonies,  or  employed 
by  the  said  enemy  in  any  respect  whatsoever  ;  and  those  vessels  which 
have  been  carrying  supplies  of  any  kind  to  the  said  enemy,  and  that 
have  been  heretofore,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be,  found  on  the  high  seas, 
and  have  been  or  shall  be  brought  into  any  port  of  this  colony,  or 
that  shall  be  found  within  the  same,  and  be  convicted  of  either  of  the 
offences  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  laws  of  this  colony, 
shall,  with  their  appurtenances  and  cargoes,  be  condemned  and  dis- 
posed of  as  in  and  by  the  aforesaid  act  is  provided. 

And,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  all  proceedings  already  had  on,  or  in  pursuance 
of,  and  agre[e]able  to,  the  act  aforesaid,  or  to  another  act  made  and 
passed  by  the  general  court  of  this  colony  at  their  session  in  February 
last,  which  act  is  repealed,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  good  and  valid ; 
and  that  the  further  proceedings  in  any  cause[s]  now  pending,  or  that 
shall  hereafter  be  brought,  in  any  of  the  courts  erected  by  said  first- 
mentioned  act,  shall  be  according  to  the  regulations  hereafter  pro- 
vided ;  and  that  all  and  every  person  or  persons  who  have,  since  the 
nineteenth  day  of  April  last,  taken,  seized  and  brought  into  this  col- 
ony, any  vessel  or  vessels  that  have  been  offending  or  employed  as  in 
and  by  said  act  is  mentioned,  are  fully  justified  therein. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  several  judges  that  are  or  may  be  appointed 
to  try  the  justice  of  the  captures  of  vessels  taken  and  brought  into 
this  colony,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized,  respectively,  to  hold 
their  courts  in  an}'  of  the  seaport  towns  hereafter  mentioned,  within 
their  respective  districts,  as  they,  from  time  to  time,  shall  judge  most 
convenient;  vizi^'^.,  the  courts  for  the  southern  district,  to  be  held  in 
the  town  of  Plymouth,  Barnstable  or  Dartmouth ;  the  courts  for  the 
middle  district,  to  be  held  in  Boston,  Salem,  Ipswich  or  Newburyport ; 
and  the  courts  in  the  eastern  district,  to  be  held  in  Falmouth  or  Pow- 
nalborough :  anything  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  former  act  con- 
tained notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Skct.  4.]  That  any  person  or  persons  who  have  been  or  shall  be 
[6e]  concerned  in  the  taking  or  bringing  into  this  colony  any  vessel 
or  vessels  employed  or  offending  as  aforesaid,  shall,  jointly,  or  either 
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of  them,  by  themselves  or  by  their  agents  or  attorn [ije[y]s,  file 
before  the  judge  within  whoso  jurisdiction  such  vessel  or  vessels 
have  been  or  shall  be  brought,  a  bill,  in  writing,  therein  giving  a  full 
and  ample  account  of  the  time,  manner  and  cause  of  the  taking  such 
vessel  or  vessels ;  and  at  the  time  of  the  filing  s.uch  bill,  shall  also  file 
all  papers  [found]  on  board  such  vessel  or  vessels,  to  tho  intent  that 
the  [claiments  of  such  vessel  or  vessels,  may  have  sufficient  time  for 
making  the  best  defence  they  can,  against  the  matter  contained  in  such 
papers,  and  to  the  further  intent  that  the]  jury  may  have  the  benefit 
of  the  evidence  therefrom  arising.  And  the  judge  before  whom  such  '^''u.^^u fS *" 
bill  shall  be  filed,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  appoint  a  day  to  try,  by  a  same, 
jury,  the  justice  of  the  capture  of  such  vessel  or  vessels,  with  their  ap- 
purtenances and  cargoes,  and  shall  publish  the  same  in  manner  as  is 
by  the  act  aforesaid  directed  ;  and  shall,  seven  days  before  the  day  so  Warrant  for 

J  '  ,  "^       ,       .  .      "^  jurymen,  now 

set  and  appomted  for  the  trial  of  such  vessel  or  vessels,  issue  his  war-  'issued. 
rant  or  warrants,  to  any  constable  or  constables,  within  the  counties  of 
his  jurisdiction,  commanding  them,  or  either  of  them,  to  assemble  the 
inhabitants  of  their  towns,  respectively,  and  to  draw  out  of  the  box,  in 
manner  provided  for  drawing  jurors  to  serve  at  the  superior  court  of 
judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  so  many  good 
and  lawful  men  as  the  said  judge  shall  order,  not  exceeding  twenty- 
four  ;  and  the  constable  or  constables  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  give 
any  person  or  persons  so  drawn  to  serve  on  the  jury,  in  said  court 
erected  by  the  act  aforesaid,  due  notice  thereof ;  and  shall  make 
return  of  his  doings  therein  to  the  said  judge,  at  or  before  the  day  set 
and  appointed  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  jurors  shall  be  held  to  serve 
on  the  tr[i][y]al  of  all  such  vessels  as  shall  have  been  libelled  before 
said  judge,  and  the  time  of  their  trial  published  at  the  time  said  jurors 
are  drawn,  unless  the  judge  shall  see  cause  to  discharge  them  or  either 
of  them  before.  And  if  seven  of  the  jurors  so  drawn  shall  appear,  ^''^*fl,fg|j"7'' 
and  there  shall  not  be  enough  to  compleat  the  number  of  twelve  — 
which  shall  be  [a]  pannel  —  or  if  there  shall  be  a  legal  challenge  to 
any  of  them,  so  that  there  shall  be  seven  and  not  a  pannel,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  judge  to  order  his  clerk,  the  sher[r]iff,  or  other  proper 
officer  attending  on  said  court,  to  fill  up  the  jury  with  good  and  lawful 
men  present :  and  the  said  jury,  when  so  impannelled,  shall  be  sworn 
to  return  a  true  verdict  on  any  bill,  claim  or  memorial  that  shall  be 
committed  to  them  according  to  law  and  evidence.  And  if  the  jury  Verdict,  how 
shall  find  that  any  vessel  or  vessels,  against  which  a  bill  is  committed 
to  them,  have  been  offending,  used,  employed  or  improved  as  afore- 
said, they  shall  return  theii'  verdict  thereof  to  the  said  judge,  and  he 
shall  thereupon  condemn  such  vessel  or  vessels,  with  then*  cargoes 
and  appurtenances,  and  shall  order  them  to  be  disposed  of  as  by  law 
is  provided. 

[Sect,  o.]  And  if  the  jury  shall  return  a  special  verdict,  therein  set- 
ting forth  certain  facts  relative  to  such  vessel  or  vessels,  a  bill  against 
which  is  committed  to  them,  and  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  judge,  by 
said  verdict,  that  such  vessel  or  vessels  have  been  infesting  the  sea- 
coast  or  navigation  of  America,  or  that  such  vessel  or  vessels  shall 
have  been  employed,  used,  improved  or  offending  as  aforesaid,  he 
shall  condemn  such  vessel  or  vessels,  and  order  them  to  be  sold,  with 
their  cargoes  and  appurtenances,  and  to  be  disposed  of  as  is  by  law 
provided. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  any  person  or  persons  claiming  the  whole,  or  any  J^'e'""*?!^"^'* 
part  or  share,  either  as  owner  or  captor,  of  any  such  vessel  or  vessels 
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(liiys  before 
trial. 


Jury's  verdict. 


I^ills  of  all  oap- 
tiiresjto  be  filed 
wilhiti  twenty 
days. 


Fees. 


Proceeds,  how 
disposed  of. 


Captures 

retaken,  how 
divided. 


Affidavits,  how 
taken. 


against  which  a  bill  is  so  filed,  may  jointly,  or  by  themselves,  or  by 
their  agent  or  attorney,  five  days  before  the  day  set  and  appointed  for 
the  trial  of  such  vessel  or  vessels,  file  their  claim  before  said  judge ; 
which  claim  shall  be  committed  to  the  jury  with  the  bill  which  is  first 
filed  ;  and  the  jury  shall  thereupon  determine  and  return  their  verdict 
of  what  part 'or  share  such  claimant  or  claimants  shall  have  of  the 
capture  or  captures  :  and  every  person  who  shall  neglect  so  to  file  his 
or  their  claim  shall  be  forever  barred  therefrom. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  7.]  That  every  person  who  shall  take,  and  bring  in,  any 
vessel  as  aforesaid,  shall,  within  twenty  days  after  his  being  possessed 
of  the  same  within  this  colony,  file  his  bill  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  not 
use  or  improve  such  captures  before  condemnation ;  and  those  who 
have  already  taken  and  brought  in,  as  aforesaid,  any  such  vessel, shall 
file  a  bill  of  the  same  within  twenty  days  from  the  fifteenth  day  of 
April  current ;  and  every  person  who  shall  file  the  first  bill  against 
such  vessel  or  vessels  shall  be  held  to  pay  all  fees  established  by  law, 
in  the  same  manner  as  hath  been  used  and  accustomed  in  the  courts 
of  common  law  within  this  colony. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  every  vessel  which  shall  be  taken  and  brought 
into  this  colony  by  the  armed  vessels  of  any  of  the  United  Colonies  of 
America,  and  shall  be  condemned  as  aforesaid,  the  proceeds  of  such 
vessels  and  cargoes  shall  go,  and  be,  one  third  part  to  the  use  of  the 
captors,  and  the  other  two  thirds  to  the  use  of  the  colony  at 
whose  charge  such  armed  vessel  was  fitted  out.  And  where  any 
vessel  or  vessels  have  been,  or  shall  be,  taken  and  brought  in  by  any 
of  the  armed  vessels  fixed  out  at  the  charge  of  the  United  Colonies, 
as  aforesaid,  then  one  third  shall  go  to  the  use  of  the  captors,  and  the 
other  two  thirds  to  the  use  of  the  said  colonies  :  provided,  nevertheless, 
that  if  in  either  of  the  foregoing  cases  the  capture  be  a  vessel  of  war, 
then  one-half  of  her  and  her  cargo  [e]  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the 
captors. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  when  any  of  the  vessels  of  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  Colonies  shall  be  hereafter  retaken  from  the  enemy 
before  condemnation  thereon  had.  the  monies  which  they,  and  their 
appurtenances  and  cargoes  shall  sell  for,  shall  be  dispos[e]'cl  of  as  fol- 
lows ;  vizi^'^.,  if  they  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  less  than 
twenty-four  hours,  then  one  eighth  part  shall  go  to  the  use  of  the  re- 
captors  ;  if  more  than  twenty- four,  and  less  th[e]  [a]u  forty-eight  hours, 
then  one  fifth  part  shall  go  to  the  re-captors  ;  and  if  more  than  forty- 
eight,  and  less  than  ninety-six,  hours,  then  one  third  part ;  and  if 
more  than  ninety-six  hours,  one-half  shall  go  to  the  re-captors  ;  and 
in  every  case  the  residue  to  the  owner  or  owners,  unless  such  vessel 
or  vessels  shall,  after  being  so  brought  in,  be  legally  condemned  as  a 
prize,  in  which  case  the  re-captors  shall  have  the  whole. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  any  person,  owner,  captor  or  claimant,  may  take 
affidavits,  in  any  cause  to  be  tried  in  any  of  the  courts  erected  by  the 
act  aforesaid,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  under  the  regulation 
provided  by  the  laws  of  this  colony  for  taking  affidavits  to  be  used  in 
civil  actions  in  any  of  the  courts  of  common  law ;  and  an}'  person  on 
board  such  captures  when  they  surrender,  may  be  admitted  as  a  wit- 
ness, to  testify  to  any  fact  in  dispute  between  any  of  the  captors  ;  and 
the  clerk  appointed  by  any  such  judge,  is  impowered  to  make  out  a 
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summons  to  any  person  named  as  a  witness  by  either  party  ;  and  if  any  cierkompowur. 
person  served  with  such  summons,  and  having  the  legal  fees  for  his  wluiossJa™"" 
travel  tendered  him,  shall  unnecessarily  refuse  to  appear  and  give 
evidence  in  such  cause,  he  shall  suffer  such  penalty  as  is  provided  by  penalty  for  wit 
the  laws  of  this  colony  against  witnesses  who  shall  neglect  to  appear  "'-'^^'^*  refusing, 
when  legally  summoned   to  give  evidence  in  the  superior  court  of 
judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery. 

And  ivhereas  the  honorable  Continental  Congress  have  recommended, 
that  in  certain  cases  an  appeal  should  be  granted  from  the  courts 
aforesaid,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted, 

[Sect.  11.]     That  from  all  judgments,  or  decrees,  hereafter  given  Appeal,  to 
in  any  of  the  courts  erected  by  the  act  aforesaid,  on  the  capture  of  ^  '^™' 
any  vessel,  appurtenances  or  cargoes,  where  such  vessel  is  taken  by 
any  armed  vessel  fitted  out  at  the  charge  of  the  United  Colonies,  an 
appeal  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Continental  Congress,  or  to  such  person  Zgsg'^"^^®"" 
or  persons  as  they  already  have,  or  hereafter  shall  appoint,  for  the 
tr[y][?']als  of  appeals  :  provided,  the  appeal  be  demanded  within  five 
days  after  definitive  sentence  given  ;  and  such  appeal  shall  be  lodged 
with  the  secretary  of  the  Congress,  within  forty  days  afterwards ;   and 
provided,  the  party  appealing  shall  give  security  to  prosecute  said  appeal 
to  effect ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  secretary  during  the  recess 
of  the  Congress,  the  said  appeal  shall  be  lodged  in  Congress  within 
twenty  dav.s  after  the  meeting  thereof  :    and  that  from  the  iudgmeut,  — ^°  ••/•-• 

*^  *^  ^  if       o  '   8ui)C'rior  court 

decrees  or  sentence,  of  any  such  court  established  by  the  act  afore- 
said, on  the  capture  of  any  vessel  or  cargo  [e]  which  shall  hereafter 
be  brought  into  this  colony  by  any  person  or  persons  excepting  those 
who  are  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed 
to  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal 
delivery  which  shall  next  be  held  in  any  county  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  judge  from  whose  judgment  or  decree  the  appeal  is  :  provided,  the  ^J^^'^'onja*^ 
appellant  shall  enter  into  bonds,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  prosecute 
his  appeal  with  effect ;  and  the  court  to  which  the  appeal  shall  be, 
shall  take  cognizance  of  the  same  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  appeal 
was  from  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  and  shall  condemn  or 
acquit  such  vessel  or  vessels,  their  cargoes  and  appurtenances,  and,  in 
the  sale  and  disposition  of  them,  proceed  according  to  the  laws  of  this 
colony ;  and  the  appellant  shall  pay  the  court  and  jury  such  fees  as  Fees, 
are  allowed  by  law  iu  civil  actions. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  12.]     That  when  there  shall  be  on  board  such  capture  any  Perisiiabic 
goods  perishable  by  nature,  the  judge  within  whose  jurisdiction  such  pose.i'o'f"'"^'* 
capture  is  brought,  .shall  be  and  hereby  is  impowered  to  give  licence 
for  the  sale  of  such  goods,  before  the  condemnation,  and  after  a  bill  is 
filed  as  aforesaid :  provided,  the  person  or  persons   filing    said  bill 
shall  give  security  to  the  judge,  for  the  payment  of  such  monies  as 
such  goods  are  reasonably  worth  to  the  captor  or  captors  thereof,  if    , 
the   same   shall   be   condemned ;    and   if  otherwise,   to   the   owners 
thereof.     {^Passed  April  13,  1776. 
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CHAPTER   20. 


AN  ACT  FOR    UNITING    THE   SECOND   AND    SIXTH    PARISHES  IN    THE 
TOWN  OF  IPSWICH   INTO   ONE   PARISH. 


Preamble. 


Second  and 
sixth  parishes, 
incorporated. 


All  personal  and 
real  estate,  how 
deemed; 


Debts,  how 
discharged. 


Ck)lU'ctor8,  how 
to  collect 
assessments. 


Iiilinbitants 
impowored  to 
hold  a  March 
meeting. 


Warrant,  by 
whom  issued. 


"Whereas,  in  and  by  one  act  or  law  of  this  government,  made  and 
passed  about  the  year  [1748]  [o?ie  thoutiand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
eighf],  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Ipswich  called 
Chebacco,  who  w[/i]ere  then  named  the  second  parish  in  said  Ipswich, 
were,  with  their  estates,  set  of[/]  a  sep[e][a]rate  parish  by  the  name 
of  the  Sixth  Parish  in  Ipswich ;  and  whereas  both  said  parishes  have 
since  agreed  to  unite  together  as  one  parish,  and  have  applied  to  the 
general  court  to  confirm  and  establish  their  doings, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  second  parish  and  the  sixth  parish,  in  that 
part  of  Ipswich  called  Chebacco,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  united  and 
incorporated  into  one  intire  parish,  by  the  name  of  the  Second  Parish 
in  Ipswich  ;  and  that  from  henceforth  they  shall  do  duty  as  one 
parish,  and  shall  hold  and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  priviledges  and  immu- 
nities of  a  parish,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  any  parish  in  this 
colony  ;  and  all  the  houses,  lands  and  other  estate, that  did  belong  to 
each  of  the  said  parishes  before  this  union,  as  also  what  has  been 
improved  by  the  Rev'^''^.  .JohnCk'aveland,by  agreement  of  a  number  of 
proprietors  thereof  with  him,  during  his  ministry  in  Chebacco,  shall 
be  deemed  as  belonging  to  the  second  parish,  formed  by  this  act,  and 
shall  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  them  in  common  :  2'>^'ovided,  always, 
that  all  debts  made  and  contracted  by  each  of  the  said  parishes  before 
this  union,  shall  be  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  each  of  those  parishes 
sep[e][a]rately,  and  shall  not  be  charg[e]able  upon  the  parish  now 
united. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  collectors  and  constables  chosen  by  each  of 
the  parishes  aforesaid  before  the  passing  this  act,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  fully  authorized  and  impowercd  to  collect  the  several  rates  and 
assessments  committed  to  them  to  collect  by  the  several  assessors  of 
each  parish  ;  and  they  are  required  to  ol)serve  the  directions  of  the 
law  respecting  collectors,  and  to  pay  in  the  same  agre[e]able  to  the 
warrants  they  have  received  ;  anything  contained  in  this  act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  now  erected,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  fully  authorized  and  impowered  to  assemble  and  meet 
at  some  convenient  place  in  the  same  parish,  in  the  month  of  Apiil 
current,  for  the  choice  of  parish  ollicers,  and  transacting  such  other 
matters  as  may  be  proper,  the  law  of  this  province  limiting  the 
choice  of  officers  to  the  month  of  March  notwithstauduig ;  and 
that  Jonathan  Cogswell,  Esqi^'^.,  be, and  he  hereby  is,authori[s][2!jed 
and  fully  impowered  to  issue  his  warrant  to  a  constable  of  said  town 
of  Ipswich,  for  calling  the  inhabitants  together  for  that  purpose. 
{^Passed  April  17,  1776. 
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CHAPTER    21. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  EXECUTING  IN  THE  COLONY  OF  THE  MASSACHU- 
SETTS BAY,  IN  NEW  ENGLAND,  ONE  RESOLVE  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
CONGRESS,  DATED  MARCH  [FOURTEENTH]  [14],  [ONE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SIX]  [1776],  RECOMMENDING  THE 
DISARMING  SUCH  PERSONS  AS  ARE  NOTORIOUSLY  DISAFFECTED  TO 
THE  CAUSE  OF  AMERICA,  OR  WHO  REFUSE  TO  ASSOCIATE  TO  DE- 
FEND BY  ARMS  THE  UNITED  AMERICAN  COLONIES  AGAINST  THE 
HOSTILE  ATTEMPTS  OF  THE  BRITISH  FLEETS  AND  ARMIES;  AND 
FOR  THE  RESTRAINING  /vND  PUNISHING  PERSONS  WHO  ARE  IN- 
IMICAL TO  THE  RIGHTS  AND  LIBERTIES  OF  THE  SAID  UNITED 
COLONIES,  AND  FOR  DIRECTING  THE   PROCEEDINGS  THEREIN. 

"Whereas,  on  the  fourteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  Preamble, 
and  sevent5'-six,  a  certain  resolve  was  made  and  passed  by  the 
American  Congress,  of  the  following  tenor;  vizi^'^., —  '■'•Resolved,  That 
it  be  recommended  to  the  several  assemblies,  conventions  and  councils, 
or  committees  of  safety,  of  the  United  Colonies,  immediately  to  cause 
all  persons  to  be  disarmed  within  their  respective  colonies  who  are 
notoriously  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America,  or  who  have  not 
associated,  and  refuse  to  associate,  to  defend  by  arms  these  United 
Colonies  against  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British  fleets  and  armies ; 
and  to  apply  the  arms  taken  from  such  persons,  in  each  respective 
colony,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  arming  of  the  continental  troops 
raised  in  said  colony,  in  the  next,  to  the  arming  such  troops  as  are 
raised  by  the  colony  for  its  own  defence,  and  the  residue  to  be  applied 
to  tlie  arming  the  associators ;  that  their  arms,  when  taken,  be 
appr[a]i[z][,s]ed  by  indifferent  persons,  and  such  as  are  applied  to 
the  arming  Continental  troops  be  paid  for  by  Congress  ;  and  the  residue 
by  the  respective  assemblies,  conventions  or  councils,  or  committees 
of  safety," — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  ah  persons  who 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  to^beduarmed. 

[8ect.  1.]  That  every  male  person  above  sixteen  years  of  age, 
resident  in  any  town  or  place  in  this  colony,  who  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  subscribe  a  printed  or  written  declaration,  of  the  form  and 
tenor  hereinafter  prescribed,  upon  being  required  thereto  by  the  com- 
mittee  of  correspondence,  inspection  and  safety,  for  the  town  or  place 
in  which  he  dwells,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  be  disarmed,  and  have 
taken  from  him,  in  manner  hereafter  directed,  all  such  arms,  ammuni- 
tion and  warlike  implements,  as,  by  the  strictest  search,  can  be  found 
in  his  possession  or  belonging  to  him :  which  declaration  shall  be  in  , 
the  form  and  words  following;  viz^^^., — 

\Ve,  the  subscribers,  do  each  of  us,  severally,  for  ourselves,  profess,  testi-  The  form  of  tin 
'['*•]  [^]  '"1*^^  declare,  before  God  and  thc3  world,  th;»t  we  verily  believe  that  the  ***** 
war,  resistance  and  opposition  in  which  the  United  American  Colonies  are  now 
engaged  against  the  fleets  and  armies  (jf  Great  Britain,  is,  on  the  part  of  the 
said  colonies, just  and  necessary;  and  we  do  hereby  severally  promise,  cov- 
enant and  engage,  to  and  with  every  person  of  this  colony  who  has  or  shall 
subscribe  this  declaration,  or  another  of  the  same  tenor  and  words,  that  we 
will  not,  during  the  said  war,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  ways,  aiiVabet[t], 
or  assist  any  of  the  naval  or  land  forces  of  the  king  of  Great  lirit[t]ain,  or 
any  employed  by  him,  or  supply  them  with  any  kind  of  provisions,  military 
or  naval  stores,  or  hold  any  correspondence  with,  or  communicate  any  Intel- 
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ligence  to,  any  of  the  officers,  soldiers  or  mar[r]inei-s  belonging  to  the  said 
army  or  navy,  or  inlist,  or  procure  any  others  to  inlist,  into  the  land  or  sea 
service  of  Great  Brit[t]ain,  or  take  up  or  bear  arms  against  this  or  either  of 
the  United  Colonies,  or  undertake  to  pilot  any  of  the  vessels  belonging  to 
the  said  navy,  or  in  any  other  w^ay  aid  or  assist  them  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
according  to  our  best  power  and  abilities,  will  defend  by  arms  tlie  United 
American  Colonies,  and  every  part  thereof,  against  every  hostile  attempt  of 
the  fleets  and  armies  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  requir[e]ments  and  directions  of  the  laws  of  this  colony  that  now 
are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  provided  for  the  regulation  of  the  militia  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^edfnt'agatiist  [Sect.  2.]  That  the  Committee  of  eorrespoudence,  inspection  and 
jeiiiiqiients;  Safety,  In  Bach  and  every  town  and  place  in  this  colony,  or  some 
one  member  of  such  committee,  shall,  without  delay,  tender  the 
said  declaration  to  every  male  person  in  their  respective  town  and 
places,  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  requiring  them  severally  to  sub- 
scribe the  same,  with  his  name  or  sign,  in  his  or  their  presence  ;  and  if 
any  one  shall  refuse  or  neglect  so  to  do  for  the  space  of  twenty-four 
hours  after  such  tender  is  made,  the  said  committee,  or  some  one  of 
them,  shall  forthwith  give  information  of  such  refusal  or  neglect  to 
some  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  in  which  such  delinquent 
dwells :  and  the  justice  to  whom  such  information  is  given  shall 
forthwith  make  his  warrant,  directed  to  the  sher[r]iff  of  the  same 
couut3%  or  his  deputy,  or  one  of  the  constables  of  the  town  in  which 
such  supposed  delinquent  hath  his  usual  place  of  abode,  or  any  indif- 
ferent person,  by  name,  requiring  him  forthwith  to  take  the  body  of  such 
delinquent  and  him  bring  before  the  said  justice,  to  answer,  to  such 
information,  and  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he  hath,  why  he  should  not  be 
disarmed,  and  have  taken  from  him  all  his  arms,  ammunition  and  war- 
like implements  ;  and  in  case  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  said 
justice  that  the  said  information  is  true,  and  he  should  not  shew  any 
sufficient  cause  why  he  should  not  forthwith  be  disarmed,  &c.,  then 
the  said  justice  shall  make  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  proper 
l)erson,  requiring  him,  without  delay,  to  disarm  the  said  delinquent, 
and  take  from  him  all  his  arms,  ammunition  and  warlike  implements  ; 
and  in  case  such  delinquent  shall  refuse  to  resign  and  give  up  all 
his  arms,  ammunition  and  warlike  implements,  the  person  to  whom 
the  said  wan-ant  is  directed  shall  have  power,  after  demanding 
admission,  to  enter  the  dwelling-house,  or  any  other  place  belonging  to 
the  delinquent,  where  he  may  have  reason  to  suspfect  such  arms  are 
concealed,  and  make  strict  and  diligent  search  for  the  articles  afore- 
said ;  and  in  case  he  shall  find  any  of  the  said  articles,  he  shall  take 
them,  and  immediately  carry  and  deliver  them  to  the  justice  who 
made  the  said  warrant,  which  justice  is  hereby  required  to  receive 
them  and  to  appoint  some  inditferent  and  judicious  person  or  persons 
to  appraise  the  same  ;  and  the  said  justice  shall  keep  a  true  account 
of  all  such  arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements,  the  person  or  per- 
sons they  were  taken  from,  and  the  sum  or  sums  they  were  appraised 
at,  and  shall  return  a  true  account  thereof  into  the  secretary's  office, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  and  shall  keep  the  said  arms,  «&c.,  safely  to  be 
disposed  of  and  paid  for  as  the  general  court  shall  order ;  and  if  the 
person  to  whom  the  warrant  is  directed  shall  meet  with  resistance,  or 
shall  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  he  shall  meet  with  resistance,  in 
the  execution  of  the  said  warrant,  then  he  shall  give  information 
thereof  to  the  justice  of  the  peace  who  issued  the  said  warrant,  who, 
if  he  shall  judge  it  needful  for  carrying  such  warrant  'nto  execution, 
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shall  go  in  person  to  some  military  officer  in  the  same  county  and 
require  him  immediately  to  raise  such  a  number  of  the  militia  as  the 
said  justice  shall  judge  necessary,  and  the  said  justice  shall  proceed 
in  person,  with  the  said  militia  and  the  person  to  whom  the  said  war- 
rant is  directed,  and  in  the  most  prudent  way  he  can,  cause  the  delin- 
quent to  be  disarmed,  and  all  the  articles  aforesaid  to  be  taken  from 
him,  and  appraised  and  retained  in  manner  as  is  above  directed. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  in  case  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  any  justice 
of  the  peace  that  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  any  of  the  arms, 
ammunition,  or  warlike  implements,  belonging  to  any  person  who  shall 
refuse  or  delay,  as  abovesaid,  to  subscribe  the  said  declaration,  are 
concealed  in  any  dwelling-house  or  other  place  not  belonging  to  such 
delinquent,  such  justice  shall  have  power  and  is  hereby  directed  to 
make  his  warrant  to  some  proper  person,  requiring  him  to  make  dili- 
gent search  in  such  suspected  place  or  places,  to  be  particularly  de- 
scribed or  mentioned  in  such  warrant,  for  the  articles  aforesaid  ;  and 
in  case  they  shall  be  found,  such  proceedings  shall  be  thereupon  had, 
touching  the  same,  as  is  above  prescribed  when  they  are  in  the  actual 
possession  of  the  delinquent,  aforesaid ;  and  in  case  of  resistance  or 
opposition  made  to  the  execution  of  such  warrant,  the  like  proceed- 
ings shall  thereupon  be  had  as  are  above  directed  when  resistance  is 
made  to  tlie  searching  for  or  taking  such  articles  when  in  the  actual 
possession  of  such  delinquent :  and  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
militia  are  hereby  directed  to  obey  and  observe  such  direction  as  shall 
be  given  by  such  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  prerais[s]es. 

[Sect.  4.1     And  every  person  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  sub-  — who  are  dis- 
scribe  the  said  declaration,  having  had  the  same  tendered  to  him  as  holding  any 
[abovesaid]  [^aforesaid'],  in  case  he  holds  any  office,  civil  or  military,  colony"^'"' 
in  this  colony,  shall  be  deem[e]'d  and  adjudged,  ipso  facto,  disqualified 
to  exercise  any  such  office  ;  and  if  a  town  officer,  the  town  he  belongs 
to  shall,   and  they  hereby  are, impowered  and  required  to,  proceed  to 
make  choice  of  some  fit  person  to  serve  in  such  office  in  his  room ; 
and  in  case  he  does  not  at  present  hold  any  such  offices,  he  shall  be 
deemed  totally  disqual[l]ified  to  be  chosen  or  appointed,  or  to  hold  any 
such  office,  till  some  further  order  of  the  general  assembly.    And  in  case 
any  such  person  so  refusing  or  neglecting  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed 
to  any  office,  civil  or  military,  all  acts  and  doings  of  such  person  in 
the  execution  of  any  such  office,  shall  be  deem[e]'d  and  held  to  be  null 
and  void  and  of  none  effect ;  and  no  person  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  TOiirfg fora 
shall  be  permitted  to  give  his  vote  in  the  choice  of  any  person  to  serve  representative, 
as  representative  in  the  general  court  or  assembly,  or  in  the  choice  town.or'county,' 
of  any  military,  town,or  county, officer,  until [1]  he  shall  be  restored,  b}'  officer; 
order  of  the  general  court,  to  the  privile[d]ges  of  a  good  and  free  mem- 
ber of  this  community.     And  no  settled  minister  or  gramm[e]  [</]r- ~g"i'Ji^°™„y 
school  master,  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  sign  said  declaration,  shall  saaiies  or 
be  intit[u]led,  by  the  laws  of  this  colony,  to  demand  or  recover  any 
sal[l]ary  or  reward  for  any  time  or  service  spent  or  performed  in 
their  respective  offices,  from  and  after  such  refusal  or  neglect,  uutil[l] 
they  shall  subscribe  such  declaration  ;  and  if  any  of  the  governors  of 
Harvard  College  shall  refuse  to  sign  the  declaration  aforesaid,  they 
shall  be  thereby  disqualified  to  receive  any  salaries  or  grants  of  the 
general  assembly  for  services  done  after  their  refusal  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  if  any  person  or  persons  resident  in  this  colony,  Persona  who 
shall,  during  the  war  aforesaid,  directly  or  indirectly,  supply  the  army  armyoTuavy,  ' 
or  navy  of  the  king  of  Great  Brit[t]ain,  or  any  employed  by  him,  *"•» 
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with  provisions,  military  or  naval  stores,  or  shall  give  any  intelligence 
to  the  ofl3cers,  soldiers  or  mariners  belonging  to  said  army  or  navy, 
or  shall  inlist,  or  [shall]   procure   any  other  person  or  persons  to 
inlist    into  the  service  of  the  said  army  or  navy,  or  shall  take  up  or 
bear  arms  against  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  shall 
thdr^estetes  and  Undertake  to  pilot  any  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  said  navy,  or  in 
be  imprisoned,    any  other  way  shall  aid  or  assist  the  said  army  or  navy,  every  person 
so  offending,  and  being  thereof  duly  convicted  before  the  superio[u]r 
ccurt  of  judicature,  &c.,  shall  forfeit  all  his  estate,  which  shall  be  ac- 
— not  exceeding  cordiugly  scized  and  entered  upon,  by  the  order  of  said  court,  for  the 
ree years,       ^^^  ^^  ^^.^  colouy  ;  aud  such  persou  shall  be  further  punished  by  im- 
prisonment, in  any  of  the  g[o]a[o]ls  in  this  colony,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  said  court,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years ;   and  every 
— an<i!>edis-      person  so  convicted  shall  be  totally  disqual[l]ifled  to  hold  or  exercise 
any  office,  civil  or  military,  and  shall  not  be  permitted  to  give  his  vote 
for  any  representative  to  serve  in  the  general  court  or  assembly,  or  in 
any  town  meeting  for  the  choice  of  any  town  or  county  officer,  or  for 
any  military  officer,  until  [I]  he  shall  be  restored,  by  order  of  the  general 
court,  to  the  privile[d]ges  of  a  good  and  free  member  of  this  community. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
^edfn*'*a^a*in8t        [Sect.   6.]     That,  on  Complaint  being  made  by  the  selectmen,  or 
persons  inimical  committee  of  Correspondence,  inspection  and  safety,  or  by  any  sheriff, 
onhe United^    deputy  sheriff,  constable,  grand-jurymen  or  tythingmen,  in  any  county 
Colonies.  in   this  colony,  to  any  justice  of   the  peace  for  the  same  county, 

against  any  person  or  persons  dwelling  or  residing  in  such  town  or 
county,  that  he  or  they  are  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this  colony  and 
the  other  United  Colonies  in  America,  the  said  justice  is  hereby  im- 
powered  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  sher[r]iff  of  the  county,  his  dep- 
uty, or  to  the  constables  of  the  town  wherein  such  person  or  persons 
dwell,  requiring  him  to  apprehend  and  bring  before  him  such  person 
or  persons,  to  be  examined  ;  and  if  on  examination,  it  shall  appear  to 
the  said  justice  that  he  or  they  are  inimical  and  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
erties of  this  colony  and  the  other  United  Colonies  in  America,  the 
said  justice  shall  require  such  person  or  persons  to  find  sureties  for 
the  peace  and  good  behaviour,  as  also  for  his  appearance  at  the  next 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  superio[Mjr  court  of  judica- 
ture, &c  ,  to  be  holden  in  said  county,  at  his  discretion  ;  and,  for  want 
of  sufficient  sureties,  shall  commit  him  to  the  common  g[o]a[o]l  in  the 
said  county,  there  to  be  held  until  the  next  sitting  of  one  of  the  said 
courts,  as  the  said  justice  in  his  said  warrant  shall  order,  and  uutil[l] 
he  be  discharged  by  such  court,  or  otherwise  by  order  of  law  ;  aud  in 
case  such  person  or  persons  shall,  before  either  of  the  said  courts,  be 
found  by  the  jury,  upon  trial,  to  be  inimical  or  dangerous  to  the  liber 
ties  of  this  colony  or  the  other  United  Colonies,  the  court  shall  order 
that  he  be  immediately  disarmed ;  and  shall  make  their  warrant, 
directed  to  some  proper  officer,  requiring  him  to  seize  and  take  all  the 
arms,  ammunition  and  warlike  implements  belonging  to  such  criminal, 
and  commit  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  court,  who  shall  proceed  with 
such  arms  in  the  same  manner  as  a  justice  of  the  peace, before,  in  this 
act,  is  directed  to  do  with  the  arms  taken  from  any  person  for  refusal 
or  neglect  to  subscribe  the  declaration  in  this  act  prescribed ;  and 
shall  requhe  him  to  find  sufficient  sureties  for  the  peace  and  good  be- 
haviour for  any  longer  time,  at  their  discretion,  and  on  default  thereof, 
shall  commit  him  to  the  common  g[o]a[o]l  of  the  county  until  he 
comply  with  such  order ;  and  shall  oi'der  the  person  so  convicted,  to 
pay  the  cost  of  prosecution,  and  to  be  committed  [Mn]til[l]  he  pay  the 
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same ;  and  every  person  so  convicted  shall  be  totally  disqual[l]ified 
to  hold  any  office,  civil  or  military,  or  to  give  his  vote  for  any  repre- 
sentative to  serve  in  the  general  court  or  assembly,  or  for  any  military, 
town,  or  county,  officer,  until  [1]  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  re- 
stored, by  the  general  court,  to  the  privile[djges  of  a  good  and  free 
member  of  this  community. 

And  tohereas  it  may  have  hap[p]ened  that  some  towns  and  unin- 
corporated plantations  in  this  colony  may  be  destitute  of  a  committee 
of  correspondence,  inspection  and  safety,  by  reason  of  their  not  having 
seasonably  received  the  resolves  of  this  court  directing  thereto,  or 
from  some  other  cause  ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  in  all  such  towns  and  places  as  did  not,  at  their  in  aii  such 
annual  meeting  in  March  last,  agre[e]able  to  the  resolves  of  this  choos^^a  com"°* 
court,  choose  such  committee,  the  committee  of  correspondence,  in-  mitteeofcor- 
spection  or  safety,  in  every  such  town  and  place,  last  chosen  before  the  L^c.^in  March 
annual  meeting  in  March  last,  are  hereby  directed  and  impowered  to  tee'fo^meriy™"'' 
continue  acting  in  such  capacity,  and  shall  perform  the  business  re-  chosen  are  im. 
qnired  in  this  act  of  a  committee  of  correspondence,  inspection  and  SntTrrnew  ^''^ 
safet}^  [M?i]til[l]  a  new  committee  shall  be  chosen  in  then-  respective  committee  is 
towns  and  places ;  and  where  no  such  committees  have  heretofore 
been  chosen,  the  selectmen  shall  perform  the  same ;    and  all  such 
towns  and  places  are  directed  and  impowered  to  call  meetings  and 
choose  such  committee  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]     That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  Quakers  not  to 
to  the  disarming,  disqualifying,  or  any  way  punishing  any  of  the  de-  not ITgi'lag, in' 
nomination  of  Christians  called  Quakers,  for  not  signing  the  aforesaid  '^^^^'  ^°' 
declaration,  in  case,  upon  being  required  to  sign  the  following  declara- 
tion, and  having  the  same  tendered  to  him,  shall  not  refuse  or  neglect 
to  subscribe  it ;  vizi^'^.,  — 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  solemnly  promise  and  engage  that  we  will  not  aid, 
assist  or  abet[t}  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  Great  Brlt[t]ain,  in  the  war  now 
carrying  on  against  the  United  Colonies  of  America,  nor  supply  them  with 
any  kind  of  provisions,  naval  or  warlike  stores,  nor  hold  any  correspondence 
with,  or  communicate  any  intelligence  to,  any  of  the  officers,  soldiers  or 
mariners,  of  said  army  or  navy. 

— and  the  committees  are  requu*ed  in  like  manner  to  tender  the  last 
preceding  declaration  to  each  of  the  said  denomination  of  Chi'istians 
called  Quakers,  and  require  them  to  sign  the  same,  if  any  such  there 
are  in  their  respective  towns  or  places. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]     That  no  person  who  hath  voluntarily  left  his  town  or  Certiiiu  person« 
usual  place  of  abo[a]d[e]  and  fled  to  the  Brit[t]ish  fleet  or  army, while  "o  Kign  the  ^ 
stationed  in  Boston  or  elsewhere,  or  willingly  supplied  said  fleet  or  army  'leciaraUon; 
with  provisions  or  stores  of  any  kind,  since  the  nineteenth  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  communicated  any  in- 
telligence to,  or  held  any  criminal  correspondence  with,  any  of  the  offi- 
cers, soldiers  or  mariners,  of  said  fleet  or  army,  or  that  hath  volun- 
tarily entered  into,  or  signed,  any  association  to  join  or  assist  said 
army  or  navy,  or  in  any  way  voluntarily  aided,  assisted  or  abetted  the 
same,  shall  be  permitted  to  sign  either  of  the  declarations  aforesaid,  Je'Ji"f^jho?^"'2n' 
and  shall  be  totally  disqualified  to  hold  or  exercise,  in  this  colony,  any  office  and  from 
office,  civil  or  military,  or  to  give  his  vote  for  any  representative  to  reprefentaUvo 
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or  for  any  town,  gerve  in  the  general  court  of  this  colony,  or  for  any  town,  county,  or 
tar"y",offlcer?"''    military,  oflScer ;  and  shall  have  taken  from  him  all  his  arms,  ammuni- 
tion and  warlike  implements,  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  like  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  thereon  had,  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  for  disarm- 
ing those  who  refuse  or  neglect  to  sign  said  declaration. 

[Sect.  10.]  And  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  entitle 
any  persons  who  may  have  been  heretofore  disarmed  by  any  of  the 
committees  of  correspondence,  inspection  or  safety,  in  any  town  or 
place  in  this  colony,  to  receive  their  arms  again  but  by  the  order  of 
such  committee  or  the  general  court.     \^Passed  May  1,  1776 


CHAPTER  22. 


Preamble. 


Style  of  civil 
commissions, 
&c: 


—  Ihuir  (lutcB. 


The  ree;al  style 
ezpunKed,  June 
let,  1776. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  THE  STILE  OF  COMMISSIONS  WHICH  SHALL 
HEREAFTER  BE  ISSUED,  AND  FOR  ALTERING  THE  STILE  OF  WRITS, 
PROCESSES,  AND  ALL  LAW  PROCEEDINGS,  WITHIN  THIS  COLONY ; 
AND  FOR  DIRECTING  HOW  RECOGNIZANC[^S  TO  THE  USE  OF  THIS 
GOVERNMENT,  SHALL,  FOR  THE  FUTURE,  BE  TAKEN  AND  PROSE- 
CUTED. 

Whereas  the  petitions  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  George  the  Third, 
king  of  Great  Brit[t]ain,  for  the  redress  of  great  and  manifest 
gr[^■]ev[e]ances,  have  not  only  been  rejected  but  treated  with  scorn 
and  contempt,  and  their  opposition  to  designs  evidently  formed  to 
reduce  them  to  a  state  of  servile  subjection,  and  their  necessary 
defence  against  hostile  forces  actually  employed  to  subdue  them, 
have  been  declar[e]'d  rebellion  ;  and  whereas  an  unjust  war  has  been 
commenc[e]'d  against  them,  which  the  commanders  of  Brit[t]ish 
fleets  and  armies  have  prosecuted,  and  still  continue  to  prosecute,  with 
their  utmost  vigour,  in  cruel  manners,  and  have  directed  their  veu- 
g[e]ance  principally  against  this  colony,  wasting,  spoiling  and 
destroying  the  country,  burning,  houses  and  defenceless  towns,  and 
exposing  the  helpless  inhabitants  to  every  mis[s]ery,  —  by  which 
inhumane  and  barbarous  treatment,  by  the  commandment  of  George 
the  Third,  king  of  Great  Brit [t]ain,  &c.,  the  people  of  this  colony 
consider  themselves  greatly  injnr[e]d,  and  have  been  obIi[dJged  to 
have  recourse  to  arms  to  repel  such  injuries  ;  and  whereas,  under  such 
circumstances,  the  absurdity  of  issuing  commissions,  writs,  processes 
and  other  proceedings  in  law,  and  in  the  courts  of  justice  within  this 
colony,  in  the  name  and  stile  of  the  king  of  Great  Brit[t]ain,  is  very 
apparent,  and  the  tendency  it  has  to  keep  up  ideas  inconsistent  with 
the  saf[e]ty  of  this  government  has  given  the  good  people  of  this 
colony  great  uneasiness, — 

Belt  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Represent^i^la']- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  all  civil  commissions,  writs  and  precepts  for  con- 
ven[e]ing  the  general  court  or  assembly,  which  shall  hereafter  be 
made  out  in  this  colony,  shall  be  in  the  stile  and  name  of  tlie  Govern- 
ment and  People  of  the  Mass[eJ[a]cluisetts  Bay,  in  New  England  ;  and 
all  commissions,  both  civil  and  military,  shall  be  dated  in  the  year  of 
the  Chi'istian  [«]cra,  and  shall  not  bear  the  date  of  the  year  of  the 
reign  of  any  king  or  queen  of  Great  Brit[t]ain.   • 

[Sect.  2.]  And  that  all  wi-its,  processes  and  proceedings  in  law, 
and  in  any  of  the  courts  of  justice  in  this  colony,  which  have  been 
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used  [and]  [^or^  accust[ii][o]med,  or,  by  any  of  the  laws  of  this 
colony,  are  required  to  be  issued,  used  or  practiced  in  law,  and  in  any 
of  the  courts  of  justice  in  this  colony,  in  the  name  and  stile  of  the 
king  of  Great  Brit[t]ain,  France  and  Ii-eland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
&c.,  or  in  any  other  words  implying  or  intending  the  same,  shall, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  be  made,  issued,  used  and  practiced,  in  the  name  and 
stile  of  the  Government  and  People  of  the  Mass[e][a]chusetts  Bay, 
ill  New  England,  and  no  other;  and  shall  bear  the  date  of  the  year 
of  the  Christian  tera,  and  shall  not  bear  the  date  of  the  year  of  the 
reign  of  any  king  or  queen  of  Great  Brit[t]ain,  until[l]  some  [recom- 
mendation] [^acconwiodation']  of  the  American  Congi-ess,  or  act,  order, 
or  resolve,  of  a  general  American  legislature,  or  of  the  legislature  of 
this  colony,  shall  be  made  and  passed,  otherwise  directing  and  pre- 
scribing. 

And  be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  all  commissions,  civil  and  military,  which  have  j^g^^'tob"";,, 
been  issued  by  the  major  part  of  the  council  of  this  colony  s[e][i]nce  force  until  tho 
the    nineteenth    day   of    September,    one   thousand    seven   hundred  ber^  n76?'"'""" 
and  seventy-five,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  made,  the  stile  and  date  therein  notwithstanding,  until[l] 
the  nineteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six.  and  no  longer. 

Provided,  nbvertheless, — 

[Sect.  4.1     That  when  anv  such  commissions  shall  be  brought  to  Council  empow- 

©rt^fi  to  'liter  th(* 

the  council  of  this  colony,  to  be  made  conformable  to  the  stile  and  style  of  com- 
clate  b}"  this  act  required  for  is[6']uing  commissions  hereafter,  the  ™i««'ons. 
council  are  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
done. 

Ayid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  all  recogni[s][z]ances  that  heretofore  have  been  New  style, 
used  and  accustomed  to  be  taken  to  the  king  of  Great  Brit[t]ain,  by  the  ^  ^°  ^^"* 
stile  and  title  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  shall,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  be  taken 
to  the  government  and  people  of  the  Mass[e][a]chusetts  Bay,  in  New 
England ;  and  when  a  scire  facias,  or  other  legal  process  shall  be 
issued  thereon  against  the  recognizor  or  recogni[s]  [2;]ors,  they  shall  be 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  said  government  and  people ;  and  when 
judgment  shall  be  rendered  thereon,  the  money  recovered  and  levied 
shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  colony,  for  the  use  of  the 
same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6]  That  all  suits  upon  recogn[z][iu]an[c]es  which  have  ^o^™^'"^^'*^** 
been  heretofore  taken  within  this  colony  to  the  king  of  Great  Brit-  issued. 
[t]ain,  under  any  name,  character  or  form  of  words,  whatsoever,  that 
have  been  or  that  may  be  hereafter  forfeited  (if  any  suits  should  be 
brought  thereon)  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  June,  be 
commenced  and  prosecuted  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  government 
and  people  of  the  Mass[e][a]chusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  and  not 
in  the  name  of  the  said  king ;  and  the  money  recovered  and  levied  on 
such  suits  shall  be  likewise  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  colony,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  people.     \_Passed  May  1,  1776. 
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CHAPTER    23. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REPEALING  ONE  LAW  OF  THIS  COLONY,  MADE  AND 
PASSED  IN  THE  FOURTH  YEAR  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  WILLIAM  AND 
MARY,  KING  AND  QUEEN,  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING 
FEES";  AND  FOR  REGULATING  THE  FEES  AND  ALLOWANCES  OF  THE 
SEVERAL  OFFICERS  AND  PERSONS,  WITHIN  THIS  COLONY,  HEREIN 
AFTER  MENTIONED. 

Preamble.  "Whereas  the  fees  and  allowances  stated  in  the  said  act  of  "William 

and  Mary,  are,  in  divers  instances,  ver[2/*]  disproportionate  to  the 
services  whereto  they  are  annexed,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
jees  establish-        [Sect.   1.]     That  the  Said  act  of  William  and  Mary,  Intitlcd  "  An 
1692-3,  chap. 37.  Act  for  regulating  f CCS,",  bc  and  hereby  is  repealed,  and  that  every 
1772-73,  chup.  42.  pg^j.|.  ^^^^  paragraph  thereof  be  hereafter  held  and  taken  to  be  alto- 
gether null  and  void  and  of  no  effect  whatsoever ;    and  that  the  fees 
and  allowances  to  the  several  officers  and  persons  within  this  colony, 
for  the  services  hereinafter  specified,  shall  be  as  followeth  ;  vizi^'^., — 

FEES   TO  JUSTICES  OF  TME  PEACE,  AND  FOR   SERVICES  IN  MATTERS   COG- 
NIZABLE BY  THEM  SINGLY. 

—justices  wf  the  For  cvcry  wi'it  of  attachment,  or  original  summons,  in  the 
^*"*'^*  form  that  is  or  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  law  of  this 

colony,  \threepence']. [3*^] 

For  the  declaration,  [one  shilling'].         .         .         .         .         •  [1] 
For  the  summons,  upon  a  capias  or  attachment,  [threepence] .  [3] 

For  the  declaration  in  the  summons,  [/o?«pe /toe J.  .         .  [4] 

Subpena  for  one  or  more  witnesses  in  civil  causes,  [fourpence] .  [4] 

Entring  an  action  or  complaint  in  civil  causes,  [niriepence'] .  .  [9] 

For  trial  of  an  issue,  [2']  [two  shillings]. 
Writ  of  execution,  [1']  [one  shilling]. 
Filing  papers,  each,  [1*^]  [one penny]. 
Taxing  a  bill  of  costs,  [S"*]  [threepence]. 

Entring  judgment  in  civil  or  criminal  causes,  [one  shilliiig].  .   [1] 

Copy  of  every  evidence,  original  papers,  or  records,  at  the 

rate  of  [7*"]   [sevenpeiice]  per  page,  accounting  [28] 

[twenty-eight]  lines  to  a  page,  and  [8]  [eight]  words 

in  a  line. 

A  recognizance,  or  bond  of  appeal,  including  principal  and 

sureties,  [eightpence] [8*J 

Taking  affidavits  out  of  his  own  court  in  order  for  the  trial 
of  any  cause,  [8"^]  [eightpence]  ;  and,  for  his  travel, 
[1/6]  [one  shilling  and  sixpence],  for  every  ten  miles 
out,  and  the  same  for  returning,  and  in  proportion 
for  a  greater  or  less  distance :  his  travel  to  be  certified 
on  the  affidavit. 
For  taking  affidavits  in  perp[Q]tuam :  to  each  justice,  [8^] 
[eightpence]  ;  and  for  travel,  the  same  as  in  the  last 
preceding  article. 

*  Engrossment  matilated. 
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For  every  oath  administred  to  one  or  more  witnesses,  at  the 
same  time,  before  refer [r]ees  or  arbitrators,  [eight- 
pence] [8] 

For  travel,  the  same  as  on  taking  affidavits. 

For  swearing  persons  appointed  to  appr[a]i[z][s]e  estates, 
or  to  apprLa]i[z][s]e  or  divide  real  estates,  together 
with  the  certificate,  [_one  sJiilling'].      ....    [1] 

Taking  an  acknowledgment  of  a  deed  with  one  or  more  seals, 
and  a  certificate  thereof,  provided  it  be  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  [sixpence'].  .....  [6^] 

For  a  warrant  in  criminal  cases,  [owe  s/wYZmgr],      .         .         .    [1^] 

For  the  entry  of  a  complaint,  trial  of  a  cause,  making  up 
judgment  and  filing  papers,  in  criminal  causes,  the 
same  as  above  specified  in  civil  causes  for  the  like 
sei'vice. 

For  granting  a  warrant,  swearing  appr[a]i[z][s]ers  relating 
to  strays,  and  ent[e]ring  the  same,  [one  sJiilling  and 
sixpence]. [1     ^J 

For  administ[ejring  an  oath  in  all  other  cases  where  a  justice 
is  by  law  thereto  impowered,  and  for  the  certificate 
thereof,  [eightpence].  ......         [8*^] 

For  a  citation  of  the  adverse  party  to  appear  at  the  caption 

of  an  affidavit,  [sixpence].  .....  [6] 

To  a  witness,  for  his  travel  out  and  home,  at  the  rate  of 
[1/6]  [one  shilling  and  sixpence]  for  every  ten  miles. 

For  attendance,  one  day  [one  shilling  and  sixpence].      .         •    [1     6] 


FEES  OF  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  INFERIOUR   COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 

To  be  paid,  at  the  entry  of  each  action,  for  all  their  services 
touching  the  same,  exclusive  of  the  attendance  on  the 
trial  of  the  issue,  [tivo  shillings].         ....    [2] 

To  be  paid  them,  on  each  action,  for  their  attendance  on  the 
trial  of  the  issue  in  law  or  fact,  over  and  above  the 
sum  paid  at  the  entry,  [iweZve  s7w7?iwgrs].      .         .         •  [12] 

For  a  recognizance   on   appeals,    including   principals   and 

sureties,  [eight2)ence].  ......  [8] 

For  taking  a  proof  of  a  deed,  in  court,  [eightpence].      .         .         [8] 

For  awarding  a  writ  of  protection,  [one  shilling  and  four- 
pence],        .         .         .         .         .         .         .         .         .[14] 

For  a  petition  for  the  sale  of  real  estates,  and  the  order 

thereon,  [three  shillings] [3] 


— of  the  inferior 
court; 


FEES  IN  TEE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  TEE  PEACE. 

To  each  justice,  for  every  day's  attendance  in  court,  [3']  [three  shil- 
lings] per  day,  and  for  his  travel  out  and  home,  [2**]  [twopmce] 
per  mile,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury ;  and  any  clerk 
of  the  court  of  sessions  who  may  be  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
shall  not  be  allowed  for  any  attendance  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  ; 
and  no  allowance  for  any  attendance  at  sessions  shall  be  made 
to  any  justice  of  the  peace  who  may  be  a  justice  of  the  infe- 
riour  court,  during  the  sitting  of  the  inferiour  court,  nor  to  any 
attorn ey-at-law  for  any  day  on  which  he  shall  argue  any  cause, 
either  to  the  court  or  jury ;  and  no  justice  of  the  sessions  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  shall  be  allowed  pay  for  mm'Q  than  seven 
days  at  any  one  sessions ;  and  in  the  counties  of  Essex  and 


— of  the  general 
sessions ; 
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Middlesex,  shall  be  allowed  pay  for  more  than  four  days  at  any 
one  session ;  and  no  justice  of  the  sessions  in  any  other  county 
of  this  colony  shall  be  allowed  pay  for  more  tli[o][a]n  three 
days  at  any  one  session. 
For  granting  a  licence  to  retailers  and  innholders,  exclusive  of  the 
fee  to  the  clerk  for  the  recognizance,  [5-4]  \^Jive  sJiillings  and 
fou7'pence'],to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  county  in  which 
the  licenced  person  dwells. 


— ciers  of  the 
Inferior  court; 


CLERK-  OF-THE-INFERIOUR-COURTS FEES. 

For  the  entry  of  every  action,  [ninepence'] .    .         ...  [9^] 

Writ  of  capias,  or  attachment,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law, 

[tJireepence'].        ........  [3]  _ 

Summons  upon  a  capias,  [3*^]  [threepence'] . 

Original  summons,  in  form  prescribed  by  law,  [3^]  [three- 
pence] . 

Every  appearance,  [3"*]  [threepence]. 

Receiving  and  recording  a  verdict,  [O**]  [nin€pe7ice], 

Recording  Si  ]udg,ment,  [one  shilling  a7iclfourpence].       .         .[14] 

Copies  of  records,  at  the  rate  of  [7'^]  [seocTipence]  per  page, 
[28]  [twenty-eight]  lines  to  a  page,  and  eight  words  to 
a  line. 

Every  action  withdrawn,  or  nonsuit,  [6*^]  [sixpence]. 

Every  execution,  [V]  [otic  shilliTig]. 

Entry  of  a  confession  of  judgment,  or  of  a  default,  [sixpence.]  [6] 

For  acknowledgment  of  satisfaction  of  judgment,  on  record, 

[sixpence].  ........  [G**] 

Entry  of  the  continuance  of  each  action,  [sixpence] .      .         .  [6] 

Each  recognizance,  including  principal  and  sureties,  [eight- 
pence].       ........'         [8] 

Examining  each  bill  of  cost,  [fourpence] [4] 

Each  venire,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury  by  order 

of  the  court,  [threepence] [3] 

Wvit  oi  habere  facias,  &,c.,  [two  shillings] [2] 

Filing  each  paper,  [1**]  [one penny]. 

Writ  of  protection,  [V]  [one  shilling]. 

On  the  entry  of  a  petition  for  the  sale  of  real  estate[s],  and 

tor  the  order  thereon,  [one  shilliiig  and  sixpence].        .  [1      6] 


— clerk  of  the 
BeBsionB, 


CLERK-OF-THE-SESSTONS'  FEES. 

For  ent[e]ring  a  complaint,  indictment  or  presentment,  [nine- 
pence].        .......'•  [9  ] 

Ent[e]ring  the  discharge  of  a  recognizance,  [eight27ence].      .  [8] 

Each  warrant  for  criminals,  whether  tlie  same  be  against  one 

or  more  persons,  [one  s/ii7/m(/].  .         .         .         •   [1] 

Each  subpena  for  witness,  whether  to  one  or  more  persons 
named  therein,  [foin-pence].        .         .         .         .         • 

Every  recognizance,  including  principal  and  sureties,  [eight- 
pence].        ......... 

Receiving  and  recording  verdict,  [nmepence]. 

Ent[e]ring  judgment,  on  record,  [one  shilling  and  sixpence],  .  [ 

Ent[e]ring  satisfaction  of  judgment,  on  record,  [threepeiice]. 

Warrant  for  county  tax,  [jiinepe7ice] 

Minuting  the  receipts  of  each  petition,  and  the  order  thereon, 
[eightpence].        . 


[4] 

[8] 

[9] 

1      6] 

[3] 
[9] 

[8] 
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Recording  the  order,  at  the  rate  of  [7"*]  [^sevenpence]  per 
page,  of  [28]  [twenty -eighty  lines,  and  eight  words  to 
a  line. 

For  examining  and  casting  the  grand  jury's  accounts  for 
the  year,  and  the  order  thereon  to  the  county  treas- 
urer, which  the  court  are  impowered  to  give,  [one 
shiUimj  and  sixjience] .  .         .         .         .         .         •     [1     6] 

Examining  all  other  accounts,  [S*^]  [threepence']  each. 

Copies  of  all  records,  or  original  papers,  [7*^]  [sevenpence]  per 
page,  of  the  quantity  above  specified. 

Filing  papers,  one  penny  each. 

Transmitting  to  the  selectmen  [t]  of  each  town  in  the  county, 
a  certificate  of  the  names  of  the  persons  licen[s][c]ed 
for  the  last  year,  [G*^]  [sixpence']  for  each  certiQcate, 
be  the  names  more  or  less,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county 
treasury. 

SHER[R\IFF'S  FEES. 

For  the  service  of  an  original  summons,  or  scire  facias.,  either  by  read- 
ing or  by  copy,  and  for  the  service  of  a  capias,  or  attachment, 
on  one  defendant  only,  [V]  [one  shilling]  :  if  on  more  than 
one  defendant,  then  [1^]  [one  shilling]  for  the  service  on  each. 

For  a  bail  bond,  including  principal  and  sureties,  to  be  paid  by  the 
person  or  persons  admitted  to  bail,  [8*^]  [eightpence]. 

For  serving  a  writ  of  habere  facias,  &c.,  exclusive  of  poundage  on  the 
costs,  [5']  [-five  shillings]  ;  if  of  more  than  one  p[ei][ie]ce  of 
land,  [4']  [your  shillings]  each  :  and  the  same  poundage  on  the 
costs  as  is  hereafter  allowed  on  executions  on  personal  actions. 

For  serving  a  warrant,  [!']  [one  shilling]. 

For  the  sher[r]iff's  aid  or  assistants,  on  writs  or  warrants  in  civil  or 
criminal  causes,  ['^^][four  shillings]  for  [2'k][twenty-four]  hours, 
and  in  proportion  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time. 

For  summoning  witnesses  in  criminal  causes,  [6*^]  [sixpence]  for  each 
witness ;  and  for  travel,  as  on  writs  in  civil  causes. 

For  lev[e]ying  mon[/]e[y]s,  upon  writs  of  execution  or  warrants  of 
distress,  for  the  first  five  pounds  or  under,  [12*^]  [twelvepence] 
.  per  pound  ;  above  five  pou'id[s],  and  not  exceeding  ten  pounds, 
[8*^]  [eightjjence]  ;  above  that,  and  not  exceeding  twenty 
pounds,  [4'^]  [foiirpence]  ;  above  that,  and  not  exceeding  one 
himdred  pounds,  [2'']  [twopence]  ;  all  above  one  hundred  pounds, 
one  penny. 

For  travel,  for  the  service  of  an  original  writ,  a  warrant,  and  execu- 
tion, one  penny  per  mile  ;  the  travel  to  be  computed  from  the 
dwelling-house  of  the  person  who  shall  do  the  service,  to  the 
place  where  the  writ  or  warrant  shall  be  served,  and  from 
thence  to  the  coui-t  where  the  writ  is  made  returnable  ;  and  for 
the  service  of  the  execution  on  a  judgment,  on  personal  actions, 
[V][one  shilling]  :  and  that  the  number  of  miles'  travel,  and  the 
fees  therefor,  and  for  the  service,  be  endors'd  by  the  sher[r]iflf, 
or  his  deputy,  on  each  mean  process  or  execution,  otherwise 
they  shall  not  be  allowed. 

For  serving  an  execution  upon  a  judgment  for  partition  of  real  estate, 
[5*]  [five  shillings]  per  day  ;  and  travel,  [IJ-**]  [owe  penny  half- 
penny] per  mile,  out  and  to  return  the  writ :  and  to  each  juror, 
[3'  6]  [three  shillings  and  si.vpence]  per  day  ;  and  for  his  travel, 
[1^**]  [one  penny  halfpenny]  per  mile,  out  and  home. 


Sheriff's  (ee«, 
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For  the  sher[r]iff's  attendance  at  the  superio[u]r  court,  at  the  court 
of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury, 
[4*]  [/owr  shillings']  per  day :  provided,  ahvays,  that  when  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  inferior  court  are 
sitting  at  the  same  time  and  place,  he  shall  be  allowed  but  [4'] 
[four  shillings']  per  day  in  the  whole. 

For  dispersing  venires  from  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  province 
treasurer's  warrants,  and  government  proclamations,  [2'']  [two- 
pence] each. 

For  making  out  every  precept  for  the  choice  of  repi'esentatives,  send- 
ing the  same  to  the  several  towns,  and  returning  it  to  the 
secretary's  office,  fourpence ;  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county 
'  treasuries,  respectively. 

For  the  encouragement  to  the  sher[r]ifE  to  take  and  use  all  possible 
care  and  diligence  for  the  safe-keeping  the  prisoners  that  shall 
be  committed  to  his  custody,  he  shall  have  such  salary  allowed 
him  for  the  same,  as  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace,  within  the  same  county  shall  think  fit  to 
order ;  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  per  annum  for  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  and  not  exceeding  five  pounds  per  annum,  a- 
p[eij[te]ce,  for  the  counties  of  Essex  and  Middlesex,  and  not 
exceeding  three  pounds  per  annum,  ap[ei][ie]ce,  in  each  of 
the  other  counties  within  the  colony  :  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  such  county,  as  in  the  last  fee-table. 

To  the  officer  attending  the  grand  jury,  to  be  paid  by  the  county, 
[2'  6]  [two  shillings  and  sixpence]  per  day. 

Tc  the  officer  keeping  the  jury  of  trials,  [V]  [one  shilling]  for  each 
cause. 

For  appraising  real  estates  for  satisfaction  of  executions,  [3'  6]  [three 
shillings  and  sixpence']  per  day  to  each  appraiser,  and  in  pro- 
portion thereto  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time. 

COR  OUTER'S  FEES. 

coiotior's  Yov  serving  original  and  judicial  writs,  the  same  fees  as  before  pro- 

^^^'  vided   for   the   sher[r]iff,  and    [2**]  [twopence]    per   mile   for 

travel ;  and  for  a  bail  bond,  [S'^]  [eightperice]. 

For  keeping  the  petit  jury,  [on]  [ofj  the  trial  of  each  cause,  [1']  [one 
shilling],  where  the  sher[r]iff,  &c.,  is  concerned. 

For  his  time  and  expences  in  and  about  the  taking  inquisitions,  at  the 
rate  of  [6"]  [six  shilli7igs]  per  day,  and  for  his  travel,  out  and 
to  return  the  inquisition,  [2**]  [twopence]  per  mile. 

To  each  juror,  at  the  rate  of  [3']  [three  shillings]  per  day,  for  time  and 
expence,  and  for  travel,  out  and  home,  [2"]  [ticoperice]  per  mile. 

To  the  constable,  for  his  expence,  summoning  the  jury,and  attendance, 
[4°]  [four  shillings]  per  day  ;  and  all  charges  of  the  inquisition 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury,  except  upon  sucLi  us 
are  cast  away  at  sea,  and  in  such  case,  the  expence  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  colony  treasury  :  such  account  of  expence  being 
first  examined  and  allowed  by  the  court  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  in  which  inquisition  shall  be  taken. 

CONSTABLE'S  FEES. 

Constable's        -pov  Serving  writs,  wan-ants,  and  executions,  and  returning  the  same, 
'•*••  the  like  fees  as  are  hereinbefore  provided  for  the  sher[r]iff  for 

the  like  service. 
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And  it  is  hereby  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  constable  of  each  town  in  this  colony  shall 
hereafter  have  full  power  to  serve  any  warrant,  original  or  judicial  wi'it, 
within  the  town  for  which  he  shall  be  constable,  and  return  the  same 
to  any  court  or  place  where  the  same  is  returnable  ;  any  law  or  custom 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

CRYER'8  FEES. 

On  a  default  or  nonsuit,  [S'']  \threepence'] ;  to  be  paid  to  the  clerk,  for  Cner's  fcce. 

the  cryer,  at  the  entry  of  the  action. 
For  calling  the  jury,  on  the  committing  the  issue  to  them,  to  be  paid 

when  the  jury's  fees  are  paid,  [S**]  \eiglitpence']. 
For  calling  the  recognizor  or  recognizors,   on  a  recognizance,  [4*^] 

[/ourpence'\ . 

OOALER'S   FEES. 

For  turning  the  key  on  each  prisoner  committed,  [1'  6]  [one  shilling  Jailer's  foes. 
and  sixpence^  ;  viz'^'^.,[9^]  [ninepence^  in,  and  [9*^]  \^ninepence^ 
out. 

For  dieting  and  lodging  each  person,  [4'  6]  [/oier  shillings  and  six- 
pence'] per  week. 

TffE  ALL0WA2TCE    TO   PARTIES  AND    WITNESSES. 

For  the  declaration  in  a  writ  of  attachment  or  original  summons,  [2*1  Allowance  to 

r .  7  .7, .         -1  ^  '    L      J   parties  and 

\tWO  shillings].  witnesses. 

Declaration   in  the  summons  on  an  attachment,  [P]  Sjme  shilling']. 

For  attorney's  fees  ;  vizi^'^.jin  the  superior  court,  in  every  case  where 
an  issue  in  law  or  fact  is  joined,  and  argued  to  the  court  or 
jury,  [12"]  \tvodve  shillings]  ;  and  in  the  inferior  court,  and 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  where  such  issue  is 
joined  and  argued,  [6°]  \s\x  shillings]  ;  and  the  said  attorney's 
fees  shall  not  be  taxed  for  the  party  prevailing,  in  any  cause 
whatsoever,  where  the  cause  was  not  in  fact  argued  to  the  court 
or  jury,  by  an  attorney  or  advocate. 

To  witnesses  in  civil  and  criminal  causes,  whether  in  the  superior  or 
inferior  courts,  or  court  of  general  session  [s]  of  the  peace,  for 
each  day's  attendance,  [2'  6]  \^two  shillings  and  sixpence]  ;  and 
for  travel,  [l^^]  \pne  shilling  and  twopence]  per  mile,  out  and 
home. 

For  the  attorney,  where  he  shall  appear  in  behalf  of  either  party  and 
there  shall  be  no  actual  appearance  of  the  party  himself, 
whether  the  cause  is  argued  or  not,  [1*  6]  [one  shilling  and  six- 
pence] . 

To  the  party  himself  prevailing  in  the  action,  where  he  shall  person- 
ally appear  in  court,  and  shall  certif [ie]  [i/j ,  under  his  hand,  on 
the  bill  of  cost,  the  distance  which  he  travelled  from  and  to  his 
usual  place  of  abode,  [1^^]  [one  shilling  and  tivopence]  per 
mile  and  for  every  day's  attendance  at  court,  [2'  6]  [two  shil- 
lings and  sixpence].  And  in  every  case  where  the  party  shall 
make  a  false  certificate  of  his  travel,  or  attendance,  or  both, 
the  adverse  party,  his  executors  or  administrators,  shall  have 
his  action  to  recover  of  the  party  guilty  of  such  fraud,  his  ex- 
ecutors or  administrators,  treble  the  sum  which  such  falsehood 
and  fraud  shall  have  been  the  occasion  of  his  paying  more  than 
his  actual  travel  or  attendance  amounted  to,  at  the  rate  above 
mentioned,  with  full  costs  of  suit. 
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JUDGE  OF  PROBATE,  iftc,  AND  REGISTER'S,  FEES. 

.Tufige  of  pro.     Yov  granting  administration, — 

Diito   &c.   find  o  o  ' 

rcgis'tei'B  fees.        to  the  juclgG,  [2'  8]  [i^oo  sMlUngs  and  eightpence]  : 

to  the  register,  for  letter  and  bond  of    administration,  [2']  [two 
shillings'] . 
For  appointing  or  allowing  guardians  to  minors  :  to  the  judge,  [1^  6] 
[one  shilling  and  sixpence]  ;  for  the  bond,  letter  of  guardian- 
I  ship  :  to  the  register,  [2'  4]  [two  shillings  and  fourpence] . 

For  approving  or  disallowing  a  will  or  codicil :  to  the  judge,  [3'] 
[three  shillings]  ;  to  the  register,  [V  6]  [one  shilling  and  six- 
pence] . 
For  examining  and  allowing  an  inventory,  and  swearing  an  executor 
or  executors,  administrator  or  administrators :  to  the   judge, 
[V]  [one  shilling]  ;  — 
to  the  register,  for  writing  the  allowance,  [Q^][sixpence]. 
For  recording  a  will,  letter  of  administration,  and  every  other  matter 
and  thing  which  ought  to  be  recorded:    for  every  page,  [1'^] 
[sevenpence]  ;  and  at  the  same  rate  for  a  greater  and  less  quan- 
tity, accouutiug  [28]  [tuoenty-eight]  lines  to  a  page,  and  [8] 
[eight]  words  to  a  line. 
For  copies  of  all  records  and  papers,  [7*^]  [sevenpence]  per  page,  of 

the  quantity  above  stated. 
Examining  and  allowing,  or  disallowing,  accounts,  at  the  rate  of  [1*] 
[one  shilling]  per  page,  to  the  judge  ;  — 
to  the  register,  for  writing  the  allowance,  [Q>'^][sixpence]. 
For  the  decree  for  settling  an  intestate  estate,  [3']  [three  shillings]  to 

the  judge. 
A  citation,  [S*^]  [eightpence^ . 

A  quietus :  to  the  judge,  [9'^]  [ninepence]  ;  to  the  register,  [9'']   [nine- 
pence]  . 
Warrant  for  the  appraising  or  divi[di]ng  estates ;  [1']  [one  shilling] 

to  the  judge,  and  [8'^][eightpence]  to  the  register. 
For  the  commission  to  receive  and  examine  the  claims  of  creditors  to 
an  insolvent  estate,  [l'][o?ie  shilling]  to  the  judge,  and  [G**] 
[six2:)en.ce]  to  the  register. 
For  a  warrant  to  the  administrators  for  the  distribution  of  the  estate : 
[V  G]  [one  shilling  and  sixpence]  to  the  judge  ;  and,  to  the  reg- 
ister, at  the  rate  of  [7"^]  [sevenpence]  per  page,  for  writing  the 
said  warrant. 
For  proportioning  an  insolvent  estate  among  the  creditors,  [V  6]  one 
shilling  and  sixpence]  to  every  ten  creditors,  and  in  proportion 
to  that  allowance,  for  a  greater  or  less  number. 
And  lie  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Sect.  3.]  That  whenever  any  fees  shall  be  paid  in  the  probate 
oflSce,  for  the  probate  of  a  will, and  letters  testamentary,  or  for  grant- 
ing letters  of  administration  or  letters  of  guardianship,  or  for  any 
matter  or  thing  from  time  to  time  arising  in  consequence  of  such  let- 
ters testamentary  or  letters  of  administration  or  letters  of  guardian- 
ship, and  until  the  estate  upon  which  they  are  respectively  granted 
shall  be  fully  settled,  ^  p[e][a]rticular  account  of  such  fees,  before 
payment,  shall,  if  demanded,  be,  by  the  register  or  judge,  set  down  in 
writing,  and  given  to  the  person  paying  the  same  ;  and  any  such  fees, 
received  without  being  thus  ascertained  in  writing,  shall  be  deemed 
illegal  fees,  and  the  person  receiving  the  same  shall  forfeit  and  suffer 
accordingly. 
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CLERK- OF-THS-SUPEBIOR-COUBT'S  FEES. 

Writ  of  review,  [3»]  [three  shillings-] .  superiorc^un-s 

Writ  of  sa?'e/((CiV»s,  [1^  6]  [one  shilling  and  sixpence'].  fees. 

Writ  of  execution,  on  the  judgment  in  personal  actions,   [V  6]  [one 

shilling  and  sixpence] . 
^y  lit  of  habere  facias,  &c.,  [2']  [t/co  shillings']. 
Writ  of  habeas  corpus,  [V  6]  one  shilling  and  sixpence]. 
Copies  of  all  records,  at  the  rate  of  [7'']  [sevenpence]  per  page,  of  [28] 

[kventy- eight]  lines,  and  eight  words  in  a  line. 
Entring  each  action  for  trial,  [3^]  [three  shillings]. 
Ent[e] ring  each  complaint,  [1']  [one  shilling].- 

Receiving  and  recording  a  verdict,  [1'  4]  [one  shilling  and  fourpence], 
Ent[e]ring  a  rule  of  court,  [P]  [one  shilling]. 
Recording  a  confession  of  judgment,  default,  retraxit  or  nonsuit,  [1'3 

"[one  shilling]. 
Recording  an  appearance,  [6'']  [sixpence]. 
Ent[e]ring   an    acknowledgment   of   satisfaction   of  judgment,    [8^] 

[eightpence] . 
Examining  each  bill  of  cost,  [8*^]  [eic/hfpe7ice]. 
Entering  of  the  continuance  of  each  cause,  [V]  [one  shilling]. 
Filing  each  paper   in  a  cause,  [l''J  [one  penny]  . 
Taking  the  proof  of  a  deed  in  court,  and  certifying  the  proof  thereon, 

[1^]  [one  shilling]. 
Entering  and  recording  the  judgment   at  large,  [2"]  [tivo  shillings]. 
For  each  venire,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury,  rc'S])eciive]y,  for* 

the  certificate  of  the  justices,  [o*^]  [threepence]. 
Every  writ  and  seal  other  than   the    above-mentioned,  [P  6j    [one 

shilling  and  sixpence]. 
For  every  subpena  for  one  or  more  witnesses,  [4'']  [fourpence]. 
Each    recognizance,    including    principal     and    sureties,    [1']      [one 

shilling] . 
Writ  of  protection,  [1']  [one  shilling]. 
On  a  petition  for  the  sale  of   real  estate,  and  the  warrant  thereon, 

[1'  8]  [one  shilling  and  eightpence']. 
Entering  the  discharge  of  a  recognizance,  [10"]  [tenpence]. 

GRAND  JUROR'S  FEES  AT  TUE  SUPERIOR   COURT,  AND  COURT  OF  SESSIONS. 

To  each  juror,  for  his  services,  per  day,  [3']  [three  shillings]  ; —  Graud  juror  s 

for  travel  out  and  home,  [2'']  [twopence]  per  mile ;   but  one  travel 
at  each  court :  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

PETIT  JUR\Y'][0R]S  FEES. 

To  each  juror,  in  every  cause   at  the  superior  and  inferior  courts,  and  J^*;^^^^  J"'"''"* 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,   [3'  4]  [three  shillings 
ayid  fonrjyence]  ;  their  allowance  for  travel  to  be  [the]  same  as 
[to]  the  grand  jurors,  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

No  juror  returned  to  ])e  alloweil  for  his  travel  who  shall  be  discharged, 
without  serving,  upon  his  own  motion. 

FEES  IN  THE  SECRETARY'S  O^ICE. 

For  copies  of  all  records  taken  out  of  the  office  by  private  persons,  at  fp^c'^etary^^ 
the  rate  of  [7'^]  [sevenijence]  per  page,  accounting  [28]  [tioenty-  office. 
eight]  lines  to  a  page,  and  eight  words  to  a  line. 

* /Sic;  "on"?    See  this  item  ill  17G-1-G5,  cliap.  lit;. 
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MeBsengers  of 
the  bouse  of 
representa  tires, 
feest 


Kcc8  for  mar- 
riages, &o. 


MESSENGER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

For  serving  every  warrant  from  the  house  of  representatives  which 
may  be  granted  by  the  house  for  arresting  or  imp[r]isoning 
any  person,  [1'  6]  [one  shilling  and  sixpence]. 

For  travel,  each  mile,  out  and  in,  at  [2"*]  \twopence']  per  mile. 

For  keeping  and  providing  food  for  such  person,  each  day,  [1'  6]  \one 
shilling  and  sixpence] . 

For  his  discharge  or  dismission,  [1']  [one  shilling']. 

FEES  FOR  MARRIAGES,  &c. 

For  each  marriage,  to  the  justice  or  minister  propounding  the  cove- 
nant, [3'  8]  [three  shillings  and  eightpence] . 

For  recording  the  «ame  :  to  the  town  clerk,  to  be  paid  by  the  justice  or 
minister  certifying  it,  [6*^]  [sixpence]  ;  and  to  the  clerk  of  the 
general  sessions,  to  be  paid  by  the  town  clerk,  [2'^]  [twopence], 

Co  the  town  clerk,  for  every  publishment  of  the  intention  of  marriage, 
[P]  [one  shilling]. 

For  every  certificate  of  such  publishment,  [6'*]  [sixpence]. 

Recording  births  and  deaths,  each,  [2'']  [twopence]. 

For  certificate  of  the  birth  and  death  of  any  person,  [3"*]  [threepence]. 


t'oimty  regiB- 
ter'sfees.. 


COUNTY  REGISTER'S  FEES. 

For  recording  or  copying  any  deed,  conveyance  or  mortgage,  at  the 
rate  of  [7*^]  [sevenpence]  per  page,  accounting  [28]  [tioenty- 
eight]  lines  for  a  page,  and  eight  words  for  a  line  ;  and  [2''] 
[twopence]  for  his  attestation,  on  the  original,  of  the  time, 
book  and  folio  where  it  is  recorded :  the  fees  to  be  paid  at 
the  offering  of  the  instrument ;  — 
and  for  the  discharge  of  a  mortgage,  [6**]  [sixpence]. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  demand  and  wit- 
tingly take  any  greater  fee  or  fees,  for  any  of  the  services  aforesaid, 
than  are  by  this  law  provided,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
person  or  persons  injured,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  for  every 
offence,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  proper  to  hear  and  determine 
the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  all  criminal  prosecutions  in  the  superior  court  of 
judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  and  in  the 
'courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  when  the  party  or  pai-ties  pros- 
ecuted shall  be  ordered  to  go  without  day,  or  when,  being  convict, 
shall  not  have  sufficient  goods  or  estate  to  pay  costs  of  prosecution, 
in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  court  before  whom 
such  acquit[i]al  or  conviction  shall  be,  to  tax  such  costs  for  court 
charges  as  the  case  shall  appear  to  require,  not  exceeding  the  fees  or 
costs  stated  by  this  act ;  and  such  costs  so  taxed  by  the  courts  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  respective  county 
treasuries ;  and  such  costs  so  taxed  by  the  superior  court  of  judica- 
ture, court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery  shall  be  paid  by  the 
sher[r]iffs  of  the  respective  counties,  out  of  such  fines  and  forfeitures 
as  may  have  arisen  and  been  in(nirr[e]'d  by  force  of  any  judgment  or 
sentence  of  such  court;  and  allowance  shall  be  made  by  the  j^rovince 
treasurer  to  the  several  sher[rjiffs  for  any  sums  paid  as  aforesaid : 
and  when  and  so  often  as  it  shall  hap[p]en  that  any  sher[r]iff  shall 
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not  have  in  his  hands  any  monies  received  for  fines  and  forfeitures  as 
aforesaid,  such  costs  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  province  treasury. 

[Sect.  G.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  last  day 
of  June,  Anno  Domini,  1778.     [^Passed  May  2,  177G. 


CHAPTER    24. 

AN  ACT  FOR  RAISING  AND  FORMING  A  REGIMENT  OR  TROOP  OF 
HORSE  OUT  OF  THE  SEVERAL  REGIMENTS  OF  FOOT  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  WORCESTER. 

"Whereas  the  raising  and  forming  a  regiment  of  horse,  in  the  county  Preamble, 
of  Worcester,  will  conduce  much  to  the  strengthening  the.  militia  of 
said  county ;  and  ivhereas  such  a  regiment  hath  been  found  by  long 
experience  to  be  of  public  utility, — 

It  is  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[iSECT.  1.1  That  there  shall  be  raised  and  formed,  out  of  the  ^"^  1'''' *'".°*'? 
several  regiments  of  foot,m  the  county  of  vvorcester,  one  regiment  or 
troop  of  horse,  to  consist  of  not  more  than  eight  companies,  and  each 
company  to  consist  of  fifty  able-bodied  effective  men,  exclusive  of 
commissioned  officers  ;  the  same  to  be  raised,  by  voluntary  inlistments, 
out  of  the  training-band  or  alarm  list  indiscriminately  :  provided, 
nevertheless,  that  not  more  than  fifty  men  be  inlisted  into  the  said 
regiment,  exclusive  of  oflQcers,  out  of  any  one  regiment  of  foot  in  said 
county,  and  not  more  than  twelve  men,  out  of  any  one  company  in 
any  of  the  said  regiments  :  excepting  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  all  the  fit  and  able-bodied  men  who  belonged  to  either  of  the  late 
troops  or  companies  of  horse,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Lancaster,  Brookfield  and  Sturbridge  troops,  to  inlist  into  the  said 
regiment  of  horse,  the  aforesaid  provision  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2."1     That  there  shall  be  chosen  by  balfllot,  from  time  to  Fiou officers, 

.•  1  ,  •,!  ,T  "  .J — ^     ,  /.  how  chdwii  an& 

time,  as  may  be  necessary,  by  either  the  council  or  house  of  repre-  couimissioned. 
sentatives  of  this  colony,  with  a  negative  alwa3's  resting  in  either 
house  of  assembly,  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  two 
majors,  as  field  oflScers  over  said  regiment ;  which  officers  so  chosen 
and  concurred  shall  be  commissionated  to  their  respective  offices  by 
the  major  part  of  the  council  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  field  officers,  so 
appointed  and  commissionated,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  forth- 
with appoint  one  or  more  suitable  person  or  persons  to  raise  or  inlist 
the  proper  number  out  of  each  regiment  of  foot ;  which  regiment  of 
horse,  when  raised,  shall  be  set  off  into  companies  by  the  said  field 
officers,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  who  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  determine  the  rank  of  each  and  every  company  ;  and  the  Fi'i'i  "flicers  to 
said  field  officers,  and  each  of  them,  in  the  absence  of  their  supe-  panies  on^orse. 
rio[u]r  officers,  and  not  having  orders  to  the  contrary,  shall  have 
power  to  draw  forth  the  said  regiment  of  horse,  or  any  part  thereof, 
as  they  or  he  shall  judge  expedient  and  necessary,  for  the  immediate 
defence  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  Colonies,  subject,  however, 
to  the  orders  and  commands  of  such  general  officers  and  brigadiers  as 
the  regiments  of  foot  in  the  said  county  of. Worcester  are  under;  and  1^q°\^^j^^^ 
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the  said  regiment  shall  serve  in  the  capacity  either  of  foot  or  horse 
troops,  as  the  said   major-generals,  or  either  of   them,  or  the   said 
brigadiers,  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  the  safety  and  defence  of 
the  said  colonies, 
^"f^thei^^  [Sect.  3.]     And  each  company  of  said  regiment  when  formed  and 

officers.  set  off  as  aforcsaid,  shall,  by  bal[l]ot,  in  the  presence  of  one  of  the 

said  field  officers,  who  shall  cause  them  to  be  duly  notified  for  that 
purpose  and  shall  preside    as   moderator,  choose   one   captain,  one 
to'Sleeecretary.  lieutenant.  One  cornet,  and  one  quartermaster ;  which  choice  shall  be 
immediately  certified   to   the  secretary  of   this   colony  by  said   field 
How  captains,     officers:  and  the  major  part  of  the  council,  thereupon,  unless  some 
commissioned,    material  objection    against  such  choice,  for  any  corrupt  practice  or 
irregularity,  shall  be  made  at  or  before  the  time  of  receiving  said  cer- 
tificates, shall  commissionate  such  persons,  pursuant  to  their  election, 
subauemsto      '^^^  ^'^*^  ^^^"-^  captaius  and  subalterns,  when  so  commissionated  by  the 
command  in  the  couucil,  shall,  in  the  abseucc  of  their  superior  officers,  and  not  having 
officere!°^^*'*^   orders  to  the  contrary,  have  the  same  power  in  ordering,  directing 
and  marching  their  respective  companies,  as  the  said  field  officers  have 
over  the  whole  regiment ;  and  the  colonel  of  the  said  rea-iment  shall, 
*^     '      as  soon  as  the  captains  in  his  regiment  are  commissionated,  give  them, 
respectively,  under  his  hand,  in  writing,  their  several  alarm  posts,  and 
the  manner  of  mustering  their  companies  on  all  occasions. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
Adjutant  to  be         [Sect.  4.]     That  the  said  field  officers,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
by'fleid  officers,  shall   recommend   to   the  general   court,  a  good,  able   and  skil[ljful 
person  for  adjutant  of  the  said  regiment ;  and  if  either  house  shall,  by 
bal[l]ot,  elect  such  person  to  that  office,  then  the  major  part  of  tlu' 
council  aforesaid  shall,  when  concurred,  commissionate  him  theret(^ : 
How  the  field      and  in  all  cases  determinable  by  the  said  field  officers,  where  thev  shall  1  )l' 
determinrmat-    ^H  prcscut  and  bc  equally  divided  in  their  opinions,  the  determination 
ters  of  dispute,    of  the  matter  shall  be  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  first  colonel. 

And  he  it  frnther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
and'tram^e*terB*  [Sect.  5.]  That  cach  company  of  said  regiment  shall  be  called 
how  chosen.  together  by  their  captain,  as  •  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  purpose  of 
Field  officers  choosiug  ouc  clcrk,  four  corporals,  and  two  trumpeters.  And  the  com- 
c™hiJr'"nder*  niissioued  officers  of  each  company  in  said  regiment,  shall  have  full 
officers.  power  and  authority  to  remove  and  dismiss  from  his  office  any  non- 

commissioned officer,  for  the  neglect  of  duty,  and  shall  call  the  said 
company  together  to  choose  another  in  the  room  of  such  delinquent . 
^a'cancieTare  to  ^^^  '^^  ^^^  refusal  of  such  compauy  to  make  a  new  choice,  the  said 
be  tilled.  Commissioned  officers,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall,  by  warrant 

under  their  hands,  in  writing,  appoint  some  person  to  fill  the  office  of 
the  person  removed. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
of^officerf.™^"*  [Sect.  G.]  That  each  and  every  officer  and  private  soldier  of  said 
regiment  or  troop  of  horse  shall  equip  himself,  and  be  constantly  pro- 
vided, with  a  good  and  serviceable  horse,  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
brigadier  of  the  said  county  of  Worcester ;  each  and  every  of  said 
horses  to  be  equip [p]ed  with  a  good  saddle,  bit,  bridle,  holsters, 
breast-plate  and  crooper ;  and  shall  further  equip  himself  with  a  good 
carbine,  or  firelock,  not  less  than  three  feet  loug  in  barrel[l],  with  a 
belt  and  swivel,  a  case  of  good  pistols,  with  a  cutlass,  a  flask  or  ca''- 
touch  box,  one  pound  of  powder,  three  pounds  of  leaden  ball, — one 
third  part  thert;of  suited  to  his  carbine  or  firelock,  the  other  two 
thirds  thereof  suited  to  his  pistols,  —  eighteen  flints,  and  a  pair  of  good 
boots  and  spurs. 
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And  be  it  furtJier  enacted   by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  7.]     That  the  said  regiment  shall  bo  mustered  twice  every  Regimental 
year,  and  oftner  if  the  council  of  this  colony  or  the  brigadier  of  the  ™"**^'"' 
county  of  Worcester  aforesaid  shall  order ;  and  when  the  captain  or 
the   commanding   officer   of   any   company   in   said   regiment,    shall 
ch[u][oo]se  to  call  his  company  together,  or  shall  be  ordered  by  his 
superior  officer  to  do  it,  to  examine  then-  equipments,  or  instruct  them 
in  the  exercises  established  by  law,  he  shall  notify  and  warn  them  of 
the  place  and  time  of  meeting,  in  such  manner  as  his  colonel  shall 
appoint  therefor ;    and  each  and  ever}^  company  shall   be   mustered  Each  company 
eight  times  a  year,  including  their  regimental  musters  mustered. 

And  be  it  farther'  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  8.]     That  each  and  every  commissioned  officer  of  said  regi-  Penalty  for  non. 
meut,  who  shall  not,  within  one  month  next  after  receiving  his  com-  *'°'"p''*°<'«' 
mission,  provide  for,  arm  and  equip  himself  with  such  horse,  arms 
and  accoutrements   as   is  by  this  act  du-ected,  shall,  by  order  of  a 
court-martial,  appointed  agre[e]able  to  a  late  act  of  the  general  court 
of   this  colony,   intitled  "An  Act  for  forming  and  regulating  the  1775.76, chap. lo, 
militia  within  the  colony  of   the   Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  Eng-  §"• 
land,"  &c.,  be  removed  from  his  office;  and  shall  receive  no  benefit 
from  such  commission,  to  exempt  him  from  military  duty.     And  if  any 
non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  being  duly  notified  of  the  time 
aad  place  appointed  for  the  company  to  which  he  belongs  to  meet,  on  a 
training-,  or  nnister-day,  shall  unnecessarily  neglect  to  appear  with 
such  horse,  arms  and  equipments,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
twenty  shillings,  nor  kss  than  five  shillings,  for  not  being  equipt  with 
a  horse  as  aforesaid  ;  and  shall  pav  a  fine  not  exceeding  ten  shillings, 
nor  less  than  five  shillings,  for  every  other  neglect  in  the  premisses ; 
and  if  he  shall  be  disobedient  or  disorderly  on  a  training-,  or-  muster 
day  he  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings,  nor  less  than 
one  shilling. 

[Sect.  9.]     And   all   fines   and   forfeitures   of   money   arising  by  Fines,  how 
breach  of  this  act,  for  disobedience  or  failure  of   appearance  on  a  *'*'  ^°'^  ' 
training  day,  with  the  proviso  allowed  to  the  soldiers  in  the  militia 
act,  shall  be  recovered,  by  complaint  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
within  the  county  of  AVorcester  aforesaid,  by  the  clerk  of  the  com- 
pany to  which  the  delinquent  belongs,  an  appeal  being  allowed,  to 
either  party,  to  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  as  in  other  ac- 
tions ;  and  if  on  such  complaint,  judgment  shall  be  given  in  favour  of 
such  clerk,  he  shall  have  his  legal  costs  allowed  him;    and  the  said  Fines  disposed 
fines,  when  recovered,  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  field  officers  of  said 
regiment  in  purchasing  banners,  trumpets,  and  other  necessary  imple- 
ments of  war  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  regiment. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  the  said  regiment  of  horse,  when  drawn  out,  or  Regulations  on 
ordered  to  be  drawn  out,  on  an  alarm,  for  the  immediate  defence  of 
this  or  any  other  of  the  United  Colonies  of  America,  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  be  subject  to  such  laws  or  articles  of  war  as  are  or  shall  be 
provided  by  the  general  court  of  this  colony  for  the  regulation  of  the 
militia  thereof. 

Provided,  nevertheless, 

[Sect.  11.]     That  the  field  officers,  together  with  the  captains  and  Uniform, 
subalterns  of  each  company  of  the  said  regiment,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  shall  have  full  power  to  order  and  establish  such  uniform  of 
di'ess  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  said  regiment,  as  to  them  shall 
seem  best  and  most  convenient. 


498 


Province  Laws.  —  1775-76.  [Chap.  25. j 

[revolutionary   period  —  "  COLOKY."] 


now  deficient 
ofliccra  are  to  be 
proceeded 
agaiust. 


All  treating 
forbiddon  or 
punished. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  12.]  That  when  and  so  often  as  any  of  the  field  officers, 
captains,  adjutant  or  subalterns  of  said  regiment,  shall  be  guilty  of 
any  misdemeanor,  or  breach  of  duty,  in  violation  of  this  act,  or  shall 
be  charged  with  treachery,  cowardice,  fraud,  failure  of  duty,  or 
wanton  exercise  of  power,  they  shall  be  proceeded  agaiust  agre[e'l- 
ablc  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  general  court 
of  this  colony,  intit[u]Ied  "  An  Act  for  forming  and  regulating  the 
militia  within  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England." 
And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
[Sect.  13.]  That  if  any  officer  of  the  said  regiment,  on  any  tidiii- 
Ing-,  or  muster-da5's,  shall  give  or  provide  any  treat  of  victuals  oi 
drink  for  the  soldiers  under  his  command,  directly  or  indirectly,  he 
shall  be  liable  to  bo  removed  from  his  office  by  a  court-martial,  as  by 
the  aforesaid  act  is  provided  for  other  offences.  {Passed  May  3, 
1776. 


CHAPTER   25. 


AN  ACT    PROVIDING  A  SPEEDY    AND    CHEAP    C0[A][t7]RSE    FOR  THE 
RECOVERY  OF  DEBTS. 


Preamble. 


Time  when  in 
force. 


Acknowledg- 
ment, by  whom 
and  for  what 
Bum  taken. 


Form  of  the 
acknowledg" 
ment. 


Whereas  there  is  no  speedy  and  cheap  way  provided  by  the  laws 
of  this  colony  for  the  recovery  of  debts ;  in  consideration  whereof, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Genercd 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autliority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  the  persons  who  shall  for  this 
purpose  be  elected  and  appointed  in  this  colony,  in  the  manner  as  is 
hereinafter  directed,  every  of  them,  by  himself  shall  have  power  and 
authority  to  take  recogni[s][2!]ances  and  acknowledgments  for  the 
payment  of  debts  of  any  sum,  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  of  every 
person  who  shall  come  before  him  for  that  purpose,  in  the  towu  for 
which  he  shall  be  so  appointed,  according  to  such  form  as  hereafter 
ensueth ;  that  is  to  say, — 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I,  ,  of  ,  in  the 

county  of  (addition,  or  that  we,  or  that  we  and  every  of  us)  am, 

(or  are)  held  and  firmly  bound  to  ,  in  the  sum  of  ,  to 

be  paid  to  the  said  ,  his  or  their  executors  or  administrators, 

on  the  day  of  which  will  be  in  the  j'ear  of  oiu* 

Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ;  and  if  I  (or  if  wc;) 

shall  fail  of  the  payment  of  the  debt  aforesaid,  I  will  and  grant  (or  wo  will 
and  grant,  or  we  and  every  of  us  will  and  grant)  that  then  there  should  run 
upon  and  against  me,  my  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  or  upon  and 
against  us  (or  upon  or  against  us  and  every  of  us),  our  respective  heirs,  ex- 
ecutors and  administrators,  a  writ  or  process  for  execution,  of  the  same 
nature  and  effect,  on  the  body,  and  estate  real  and  personal,  as  by  the  laws 
of  this  colony  a  judgment  creditor  is  intitled  to  have  for  the  levyhig  ;uid  satis- 
fying any  sum  or  sums  of  money  recovered  and  due  to  him,  by  the  jiulgment 
of  any  court  of  record  in  this  colony,  on  an  action  of  debt,  in  full  force. 
Dated  at  this  day  of  ,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord,  17  . 

Witness,  A.  B. 
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[Skct.  2.]  And  that  every  obligation  that  shall  be  made  as  is  Recognizance  to 
aforesaid,  and  acknowledged  before  any  person  who  shall  be  elected  by  the^plruea. 
and  appointed  to  take  recogni[s][2;]ances  according  to  this  act,  shall 
have  the  name  or  names,  sign  or  signs,  of  the  party  or  parties  who 
shall  make  such  recogni[s][z]ance,  subscribed  thereto  with  his  or 
their  own  hand  or  hands  ;  and  shall  also  have  the  name  of  the  person 
elected  and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  take  such  recogni- 
[s][2;]ance,  subscribed  thereto  with  his  [own]  hand,  as  a  witness. 

And  farther  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.j^    That  each  and  every  person  that  shall  be  elected  and  Record  to  be 
appointed  to   take   recogni[s][2!]ances  according   to   this   act,  shall    ^^ ' 
make  and  write  all  such  obligations  as  shall  be  acknowledged  before 
him,  by  authority  of  this  act,  on  a  piece  of  paper  or  parchment,  and 
shall   immediately  cause  such   obligation  to  be  fairly  written,   and 
recorded  at  large  in  a  book  to  be  therefor  provided  by  and  at  the  cost 
of  the  town   for  which  such  person  shall  be  chosen  ;  which  written  when  recorded, 
obligation,  after  the  same   shall   be   recorded  as  is  above   directed,  to  the*recog'^^*^ 
shall,  at  the  request  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  any  such  obli-  nizee. 
gatioh  shall  be  made,  as  is  aforesaid,  their  executors  or  administrators, 
and  the  executors  or  administrators  of  every  of  them,  be  delivered  to 
him  or  them  so  requesting  the  same,  by  the  person  who  took  such 
recogui[s]  \z]  ance. 

[Sect.  4.]  And  every  person  and  persons  to  whom  any  such  obli-  p"y^*ent'how 
gation  shall  be  made  and  delivered. as  aforesaid,  their  executors  and  to  recover, 
administrators,  and  the  executors  and  administrators  of  every  of 
them,  for  default  of  payment  of  the  debts  contained  in  such  obliga- 
tions, at  the  time  therein  limited  and  expressed  for  the  payment  of  the 
same,  shall  have,  in  every  point,  behalf  and  degree,  against  the  said 
recogni[s][2;]or  and  recogni[s]  [2]ors,  and  every  of  them,  then*  heu's, 
executors  and  administrators,  and  the  heirs,  executors  and  adminis- 
trators of  either  of  them,  like  process  or  processes,  commodity,  rem- 
edy and  advantage,  as  hath  been  hithei^to  had,  used  and  accustomed, 
and  may  at  this  time  lawfully  be  had,  doua  or  made,  of  and  upon  any 
judgment  of  any  court  of  record  in  this  colony,  on  an  acti-  n  of  debt, 
in  full  force,  unre [versed]  [covered]  and  not  satisfied,  and  no  other. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  for  the  speedy  obtaining  of  such  debts,  the  said  Execution, 
person  who  took  such  recogni[s][2!]ance,  or  his  successor  in  office,  at 
any  time  after  the  day  therein  set  and  limited  for  the  payment  of  the 
contents  thereof,  shall,  at  the  request  of  the  recogni[s][2!]ee  or  the 
recogni[s][2:]ees  therein  mentioned,  upon  his  or  their  bringing  and 
delivering  to  him  such  obligation  uncancelled,  and  without  receipt  of 
payment  or  satisfaction  of  the  whole  contents,  underwritten  or 
endorsed  thereon,  and  lodging  the  same  with  him,  award  and  make 
out,  on  such  recogni[s][2;]ance,  a  writ  or  process  of  execution  for  the 
levying  the  whole  sum  which  shall  thereby  appear  to  be  due  thereon, 
of  the  same  nature  and  effect,  on  the  body,  and  estate  real  and  per- 
sonal, as  by  the  laws  of  this  colony  a  judgment  creditor  is  [e][ijn- 
titled  to  have  for  the  levying  and  satisfying  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  recovered,  and  due  to  him,  by  the  judgment  of  any  court  of 
record  in  this  colony,  on  an  action  of  debt,  in  full  force. 

[Sect.  6.]     And  such  process  for  the  execution  of  such  recogni-  ^°7^*g||j,^ 
[s]  [2;]  ance  may  and  shall  be  directed  to  be  executed  and  returned  by  returned, 
all  and  every  such  officer  and  officers  as  the  writ  or  process  for  the 
execution  of  the  judgment  of  any  such  court  of  record,  as  abovesaid, 
by  the  laws  of  this  colony,  may  and  ought  to  be  directed  to  and 
executed  by.     And  all  and  every  such  officer  and  officers  for  any  town 
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To  run  into  any 
county. 


or  county  m  this  colony,  shall  have  the  like  power  and  authority,  in 
all  respects  and  regards  whatsoever,  to  execute  and  return  such  writ 
or  process,  made  upon  such  recogni[s][2:]ance,  as  he  or  they  by  hiw 
have  to  execute  and  return  a  writ  of  execution  on  any  judgment  of  :i 
court  of  record,  on  an  action  of  debt ;  and  shall  be  subject  and  liable  to 
the  like  action  or  actions,  for  any  fraud,  neglect,  misfeasance  or  male- 
feasance,  in  or  concerning  the  execution  or  return  of  any  siuli 
process  for  the  execution  of  such  recogni[s][z]ance,  as  he  or  they  by 
law  are  subject  and  liable  to,  touching  the  execution  or  return  of  any 
judicial  writ  or  process  for  the  execution  of  a  judgment  of  any  cou!  1 
of  record,  upon  an  action  of  debt. 

[Sect.  7.]  And  every  writ  or  process  for  the  execution  of  sucli 
recogni[s][2:]ance  shall  run  into  any  county  and  place  within  this 
colony,  and  be  there  executed  by  the  officer  or  officers  of  such  county, 
town  or  place,  to  whom  they  shall  be  regularly  directed ;  and  tlic 
process  for  execution  on  such  recogni[s][2!]ance  shall  be  in  the  form 
following ;  viz"^'^,  — 


Form  of  the 
execution. 


S.  Sss. 

[seal  1  "^^^  Government  and  People  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New 
England. 

To  the  sheriff  of  our  county  of  S.,  his  undersheriff  or  deputy,  or  either  of 
the  constables  of  the  town  of  in  the  said  county,  Greetinsf : 

Because  R.,  of  W.,  in  the  county  of  S.,  (addition,  on  such  a  day 

of  such  a  month,  in  such  a  year),  before  A.  B.,  duly  elected  and  appointed  to 
take  recogni[s]  [^]ances  of  debts  within  the  town  of  D.,  in  the  county  of  S., 
acknowledged  that  he  was  indebted  to  [K.]  [S^.]  (such  a  sum)  which  he 
ought  to  have  paid  on  (such  a  day),  and  (such  a  sum,  being  the  whole  or 
part  of  the  said  sum),  remains  unpaid  as  it  is  said. 

We  command  you,  therefore,  that  of  the  goods,  chatt[i]e[l]s  or  lands  of 
the  said  R.,  within  your  precinct,  you  cause  to  be  paid  and  satisfied  unto  the 
said  K.,  the  sum  last  abovesaid,  with  one  shilling  more  for  this  writ ;  and 
thereof  also  to  Satisfy  yourself  for  your  own  lawful  fees:  and  for  want  of 
goods,  chatt[Z]e[l]s  or  lands  of  the  said  R.,  to  be  by  him  shewed  unto  you, 
or  found  within  your  precinct,  to  the  acceptance  of  the  said  K.,  to  satisfy  the 
sums  aforesaid,  we  command  you  to  take  the  body  of  the  said  R.,  and  him 
commit  unto  the  g[o]a[o]l  in  M.,  in  the  county  of  S.,  aforesaid,  there  to  be 
detained  in  custody,  within  the  said  g[o]a[o]l,  until[l]  he  pay  the  full  sums 
abovesaid,  with[mj  your  fees,  or  that  he  be  discharged  by  the  said  K.,  the 
creditor,  or  otherwise  by  order  of  law. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  writ,  with  your  doings  therein, 
unto  the  above-named  A.  B.,  or  liis  successor  in  the  oflSce,  within  sixty  days 
next  coming. 

Witness  the  said  A.  6..  at  C,  the  day  of  ,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord,  17  A.  B. 


How  persons 
injured  by  the 
wrongful  Huiiig 
out  execution 
upon  the  same, 
shall  have 
remedy.  ■ 


Method  of  pro- 
ceeding. In  case 
the  original 


And  [&e]  it  [is]  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sec:.  8.]  That  every  such  person  and  persons,  their  [heirs], 
execute  rs  and  administrators,  that  shall  be  injured  and  grieved  by 
the  wrorgful  s[(t]e[w]ing  out  or  executing  of  any  writ  or  process, 
for  execution  upon  any  obligation  that  shall  be  made  as  is  aforesaid, 
by  reason  that  the  debt  expressed  in  such  obligation  had  been  i)aid, 
or  released  for  a  valuable  consideration,  or  in  any  otherwise,  shall 
have  all  the  like  remedy  and  remedies,  in  the  law,  as  in  case  a  writ 
for  execution  had  been  unjustly  and  wrongfully  s[ew][»t]ed  out,  or 
executed,  upon  a  judgment  of  any  court  of  record. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  if  at  any  time  it  should  nappen  that  the  original 
obligation,  taken  and  acknowledged  in  manner  and  form  as  in  and  by 
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this  act  is  dii-ected,  should  be  lost,  or  in  any  manner  destroyed,  so  that  obligation 
it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  recogni[s][2!]ee  or  recogni- * '*" 
[s][2;]ees,  his  or  their  executors  or  administrators,  to  deliver  the  said 
obligation  to  the  said  person  to  be  elected  and  appointed  to  take 
recogni[s][2:]ances,  —  the  debt  contained  in  such  obligation  being  in 
whole  or  in  part  unpaid  or  unsatisfied,  —  in  such  case  the  person  [s]  so, 
as  aforesaid,  elected,  who  took  such  recogni[is][2]ance,  or  his  suc- 
cessor in  office,  upon  application  made  to  him  for  this  purpose  by  the 
recogni[s][2;]ee  or  recogni[s][2;]ees,  his  or  their  executors  or  admin- 
istrators, and  on  payment  or  tender  of  the  fees  which  shall  be  by  law 
therefor  established,  shall  certify  a  fair  transcript  or  copy  of  the  whole 
record  of  such  obligation  the  original  whereof  is  alledged  to  be  lost  or 
destroyed,  under  his  hand,  and  deliver  the  said  transcript  to  the 
rocogui[s]|"2;]ee  or  recogni[s][2;]ees,  his  or  their  executors  or  admin- 
istrators, who  may  thereupon  sue  out  a  writ  of  scire  facias,  from  any 
court  in  which  by  law  he  might  bring  an  original  action  for  a  sum 
like  or  equal  to  that  mentioned  in  the  same  transcript,  and  cause  the 
recogni[s][2:]or  or  recogni[s][z]ors,  his  or  their  executors  or  admin- 
istrators, to  be  served  therewith,  or  an  attested  copy  thereof  to  be 
left  at  his  dwelling-house,  or  place  of  last  and  usual  abode,  fourteen 
days  inclusive  before  the  court's  sitting ;  requiring  him  to  shew  cause, 
if  any  he  has,  why  execution  ought  not  to  be  done :  and  upon  the 
defendant's  non-appear[e][o]nce,  or  uot  shewing  sufficient  cause,  the 
court  shall  award  execution  for  what  remaineth  unpaid  of  the  contents 
of  such  obligation,  with  lawful  costs. 

And  be  it  farther  enad,exl  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  10.]     That  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  said  first  day  One  person  to 
of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and   seventy-six,  one   person  every°town,"to 
shall  be  chosen  and  appointed,  by  written  votes,  in  every  town  in  this  *'l'^®  recog- 
colony,  to  take  such  recogni[s][2:]ances  of  debts  within  the  same,  by 
such  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  each  town  as  are  by  law 
qualified  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  ordinary  town  officers ;  such  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  being  regularly  warned  and  assembled  for  that 
purpose:  and  every  person  so  chosen  in  each  town  to   such   office,  Tobeswom. 
shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  thereof,  and  shall  serve  in 
such  office,  in  the  town  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  until[l]  some 
other  person  shall  be  chosen  and  sworn  in  his  stead. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  henceforward,  every  year,  at  the  an [w]iversary  Choice  to  b« 
town  meeting,  in  the  month  of  March,  for  the  choice  of  town  officers  nua^iy!*^ ""' 
in  each  town  in  this  colony,  some  meet  person  shall  be  chosen  to  the 
office  aforesaid,  by  written  votes,  and  by  such  persons  as  ordinary 
town  officers  by  law  ought  to  be  chosen ;  and  that  no  person  shall 
hereafter  be  elected  to  [take]  such  recogni[s][2:]ances,  within  any 
town  in  this  colony,  unless  at  the  time  of  his  election  to  such  office 
he  shall  be  resident  in  the  town  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen ;  nor 
shall  any  person  so  elected  be  taken  to  be  qualified  to  act  in  such 
office  until [1]  he  shall  have  been  sworn  to  the  honest  and  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  same,  before  such  person  or  persons  as  are  by  law  impow- 
ered  to  swear  such  town  officers  as  are  by  law  required  to  be  sworn. 
And  every  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  chosen  by  any  town  to  the 
office  aforesaid,  and  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  same,  in 
manner  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  exercise 
the  said  office  according  to  the  directions  and  provisions  of  this  act, 
without  any  other  warrant,  commission  or  authority  therefor  whatso- 
ever. 
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Wben  a  vacancy 
shall  happen, 
the  town  to 
make  a  new 
choice. 


Fees  allowed  to 
the  officers. 


Limitation  of 
the  act. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  12.]  That  whenever  by  reason  of  the  non-acceptance, 
death  or  removal  of  the  person  chosen  in  any  town,  to  the  office  afore- 
said, pursuant  to  this  act,  there  shall  happen  to  be  a  want  of  such 
officer,  the  town  wherein  such  vacancy  shall  happen,  being  orderly 
assembled,  upon  due  v^rning  given,  and  notice  of  the  occasion,  may 
proceed  to  a  new  chowe  of  some  meet  person  to  supply  and  fill  up 
such  vacancy,  in  whatever  month  of  the  year  such  vacancy  may 
happen  to  be ;  anything  in  this  act,  or  any  other  act  or  law  of  this 
colony  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  13.]  That  the  fees  to  the  officer  who  shall  be  chosen,  in 
any  town  in  this  colony,  to  take  recognizances  of  debts  pursuant  to  this 
act,  shall  be  as  f olloweth  ;  viz'^'^.,  — ■ 

1  Article.  For  writing,  taking  and  attesting  one  such  recogni- 
[s][2:]ance,  be  the  number  of  the  recognizors  or  recognizees  named 
therein  more  or  less,  shall  be  one  shilling,  and  no  more. 

2  Article.  For  recording  such  recogni[s][2:]ance,  eightpence,  and 
no  more. 

3  Article.  For  the  process  or  wi'it  of  execution  of  such  recogni- 
[s][«]ance,  one  shilling,  and  no  more. 

4  Article.  And  for  all  copies  of  records  in  the  said  office,  at  the 
rate  of  sevenpence  per  page,  accounting  twenty-eight  lines,  of  eight 
words  each,  to  a  page. 

[Sect.  14.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
two  years  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  from  thenceforward  to  the  end  of  the 
then  next  session  of  the  great  and  general  court,  and  [no]  longer. 
^Passed  May  3,  1776. 


CHAPTER    26. 

AN  ACT  PROVIDING   FOR  A  MORE    EQUAL  REPRESENTATION  IN  THE 

GENERAL  COURT. 


Preamble. 


Each  town  of  220 
freeholders  may 
choose  three 
members;  of 
320,  four;  and 
80,  in  propor- 
tion. 


Whereas  the  present  representation  of  this  colony  is  not  so  equal 
as  it  ou[gh]t  to  be  ;  and  this  court  being  desirous  to  have  the  same  as 
proportionate  as  it  can,  in  the  present  state  of  the  colony,  be  made, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  in  this  colony,  which  contains  two 
hundred  and  twenty  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants,  qualified  to 
vote  for  representatives,  as  by  the  charter  is  provided,  shall  at  all 
times  have  the  priviledge  of  sending  three  members  to  represent  them 
in  the  great  and  general  court  of  this  colony ;  and  that  those  towns 
which  have  three  hundred  and  twenty  freeholders  and  other  inhabi- 
tants, qualified  as  aforesaid,  may  send  four ;  and  in  that  proportion 
for  any  gi'eater  number  of  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants,  quali- 
fied as  aforesaid,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  this  act  shall  be  construed,  and  taken,  to  [e]  [i]m- 
power  every  town  in  this  colony  to  elect  and  depute  representatives 
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to  serve  for  and  represent  them  in  the  next  general  assembly,  as  well 
as  if  it  had  been  made  and  passed  before  the  issu[e]ing  of  the  writs 
for  the  choice  of  representatives  for  the  next  general  assembly. 

Provided, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  Proviso, 
to  extend,  to  alter  or  deprive  any  town  of  the  priviledge  of  sending  as 
many  representatives   as   they  have   heretofore   been   impowered  to 
send.     \_Passed  May  4,  1776. 


CHAPTER    27. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT,  MADE  AND  PASSED  BY  THE  GEN- 
ERAL COURT  IN  NOVEMBER  LAST,  INTITLED  '•  AN  ACT  FOR  FIXING 
OUT  ARMED  VESSELS  TO  DEFEND  THE  SEA-COAST  OF  AMERICA, 
AND  FOR  ERECTING  A  COURT  OF  JUSTICE  TO  TRY  AND  CONDEMN 
ALL  VESSELS  THAT  SHOULD  BE  FOUND  INFESTING  THE  SAME." 

Whereas,  since  the  passing  of  [the]  aforesaid  act,  the  American  Preamble. 
Congress  have  passed  a  resolve,  for  certain  reasons  therein  expressed,  i"5-t6,  chap.  7 
that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  to 
fit  out  armed  vessels,  to  crui[s][z]e  on  the  enemies  thereof  ;  and  that 
all  ships  and  other  vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and 
all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  or 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  taken  on  the  high  seas,  or  between  high- 
water  and  low-water  mark,  should  be  deemed  and  adjudged  a  lawful 
prize :  excepting  such  vessels  as  should  be  taken  in  bringing  any 
settlers,  arms,  ammunition,  or  warlike  stores,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the 
United  Colonies,  or  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  who  are  friends,  to 
the  American  cause,  —  and  warlike  stores  and  effects  of  such  settlers  ; 
and  whereas,  in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid  there  is  no  provision  made 
whereby  the  maritime  courts  thereby  erected  can  proceed  upon,  try 
and  condemn  such  vessels,  cargo[e]s  and  merchandizes  as  are  directed, 
by  the  resolve  aforesaid,  to  be  made  prizes, — 
"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  several  courts  of  justice  erected  in  this  Cj'Ptnjfs.i'ow 
colony  by  the  act  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  [e][i]mpowered  tnbuted. 
to  proceed  upon,  try,  adjudge,  condemn  and  distribute  all  such 
vessels,  with  their  cargoes  and  appurtenances,  and  also  all  such  Brit- 
ish merchandizes  and  property  as  shall  be  taken  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolve  aforesaid,  or  any  other  resolve  of  the  American  Congress,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  said  courts  are  impowered  to  proceed  upon, 
try,  adjudge  and  condemn  any  vessel[s]  that  shall  be  found  infesting 
the  sea-coast  of  America ;  and  to  distribute  the  same  among  the 
captors  and  others,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  colony,  when  they 
shall  be  taken  by  the  forces  or  the  inhabitants  thereof ;  and  when 
they  shall  be  taken  by  the  fleet  and  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  then 
to  distribute  and  dispose  of  them  according  to  the  resolves  and  orders 
of  the  Congress. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  when  any  prize  shall  be  taken  by  the  forces  em- 
ployed by  this  colony,  the  same  shall  be  distributed  according  to  the 
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Wages  of  sea- 
Dien  and 
niHiiiiers,  to  be 
p;iiii  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the 
prize. 


rules  aiid  regulations  already  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  by  this 
colony  for  other  captures. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  Than  when  any  merchant  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  taken 
by  virtue  of  said  resolve,  the  wages  of  seamen  and  mariners  who 
shall  be  taken  on  board  the  same,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  prize,  up  to  the  time  of  condemnation.     [Passed  May  8,  1776. 


CHAPTEK    28. 


AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  FIFTY  THOUSAND  POUNDS, 
AND  FOR  DRAWING  THE  SAME  OUT  AGAIN. 


Preamble. 


Treasurer 
cm  powered  to 
borrow  £50,000. 


Form  of  the 
note  to  be  by 
him  given. 


Whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  support  the  public  credit  of 
this  colony,  that  the  treasurer  thereof  shou[ZJd  be  impower[e]d  to  bor- 
row a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  pounds, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer[s]  of  this  colony  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,impowered,  on  the  credit  thereof,  to  borrow,  from  such  person  or 
l)ersons  as  shall  be  willing  to  lend  the  same,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
thousand  pounds  ;  which  sum  the  said  treasurer  is  [e][i]mpowered  to 
give  his  receipts  or  obligation  for  in  form  following ;  viz.,  — 

Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of        ,  A.  D.  1776. 

Borrowed  and  received  of  ,  the  sura  of  ,  for  the 

use  of  the  said  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and,  in  behalf  of  said  col- 
ony, I  do  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  said  office 
of  treasurer,  to  repay  the  said  ,  or  his  order,  tlie  said 

sum  of  ,  upon  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1777,  with  interest 

at  five  per  cent  per  annum. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A.  B., 

C. 


Committee  to 
countersign  the 
same. 


What  shall  be  a 
fund  for  the 
redemption  of 
tho  same 


How  to  be 
appropriated. 


B.,    } 
D.,    \ 


Committee. 


—  which  form  shall  be  printed  upon  the  best  paper  that  can  be  had 
for  the  purpose,  and  a  suitable  border  round  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Abraham  Fuller  and  Jonathan  Brown,  Esqrs., 
be  a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  form 
aforesaid  is  prescribed,  before  the  treasurer  fill  them  up  ;  of  which 
notes  a  counterpart,  indented,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  money  now  due  to  this  colony  from  the 
United  Colonies,  for  the  support  of  the  present  war,  shall  be  a  fund 
for  the  redemption  of  all  such  receipts  and  obligations  as  the  said 
treasurer  shall  give  for  the  aforesaid  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  or 
any  part  thereof,  and  shall  be  appropriated  to  that  use. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  said  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  each 
part  thereof,  shall  be,  when  so  borrowed,  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  such  warrants  as  the  council  shall,  from  time  to  time,  draw  on  the 
said  treasurer  for  defreying  the  charges  of  the  war  and  government 
agi-eeable  to  the  grants  of  tlie  general  assembly.     [Passed  May  8, 1776. 
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Notes.  — As  the  time  appi-oachcd  for  issniu:?  writs  for  a  new  assembly,  under  the 
charter,  the  provincial  congress,  some  account  of  which  is  given  in  the  note  to  chapter 
\,  infra,  be^ian  to  consider  what  course  it  .should  recuminond  to  the  people  to  pursue  in 
relation  to  tlio  convening  of  the  General  Court. 

It  is  likely  that,  notwithstaudmg  the  change  made  in  the  charter  by  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment "  for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  province,"  &c.,"  the  leaders  of  the 
popular  party  were  not  without  hope  that  the  effect  of  that  act  might,  in  someway,  be 
avoided,  either  by  its  repeal,  or  fi-oni  necessity,  since  it  was  evident  that  the  few  man- 
damus councillors  who  had  not  resigned  would  never  actually  sit  as  a  council,  outside  of 
Boston ;  and  a  quorum  of  that  branch  was  essential  to  the  complete  organization  of  the 
General  Com't. 

Whether  influenced  by  this  expectation,  or,  simply,  l)y  the  determination  that  there  should 
be  no  appearance  of  a  design,  on  their  part,  to  evade  a  duty  imijosed  Iiy  the  charter,  the 
provincial  congress  resolved,  April  1,  1775,  that  if  writs  should  be  regularly  issued  for 
calling  a  general  assembly,  to  be  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May,''the  several  towns 
ought  to  obey  such  precepts,  and  choose  representatives,  as'usual,  but  advised  that  the 
representatives  so  chosen  do  no  business  with  the  council  appointed  by  mandamus,  and, 
if  the  House  should  he  dissolved,  then  that  the  memliers  reassemble  in  a  provincial 
congress.  Another  resolve  was  passed,  at  the  same  time,  recommending  the  towns  to 
choose  delegates  to  a  new  provincial  congress  in  case  no  writs  for  calling  an  assembly 
were  issued. 

The  aftiiir  at  Lexington,  on  the  19th  of  April,  however,  changed  the  prevailing  sentiment 
with  regard  to  the  duty  of  the  people  to  respect  the  agents  of  the  crown,  and  led  them  to 
take  a  further,  important  step  towards  revolution.  By  the  '20th  of  April,  Gage  had  issued 
writs  for  convening  a  new  assemijly,  to  be  hekl  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May.  As  soon 
as  a  copy  could  l)e  procured,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  "the  propriety  of  rec- 
ommending to  the  several  towns  and  districts  to  take  no  notice  of  these  precepts.  This  was 
April  28th ;  and,  on  the  4th  of  May,  "  after  a  long  and  serious  debate,"  a  committee  was 
appointed,  by  a  vote  of  94  out  of  107  members,  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  reconsidering  the 
above-mentioned  resolve  of  the  first  of  April.  The  next  day,  this  committee  reported  two 
resolves ;  one,  reconsidering  and  annulling  the  resolve  of  April  1,  and  the  other,  declaring 
that  no  obedience,  whatever,  ought,  in  the  future,  to  be  given  to  General  Gage,  but  that 
"  he  ought  to  be  considered  and  guarded  against  as  an  unnatural  and  inveterate  enemy  to 
this  country."  The  congress  at  tlie  same  thue  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  resolve 
recommending  the  election  oii  delegates  "  for  a  new  provincial  congress,  to  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  of  the  present  month." 

The  suggestions  as  to  "  resuming  the  first  charter,  absolute  independency,  &c.,"  *  which 
had  startled  the  delegates  at  the  Continental  Congress  in  September,  previous,  were  now 
earnestly  renewed ;  but  it  was  concluded  not  to  adopt  measures  which  might  be  looked 
upon  by  the  other  colonies  as  extreme  and  unwarranted,  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  On  the  12th  of  May,  therefore,  upon  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  a  committee  was  appointed  "by  a  very  large  majority"  to 
submit  the  draught  of  an  application  to  the  Continental  Congress  "  for  obtaining  their 
recommendation  for  this  colony  to  take  up  and  exercise  civil  government  as  soon  as  may 
be,  and  that  the  committee  be  du-ected  to  ground  the  application  on  the  necessity  of  the 
case."  On  the  15th,  the  form  of  application  reported  by  this  committee  was  read,  "  para- 
graph by  paragraph,"  and  accepted,  and  a  messenger  was  forthwith  despatched  to  deliver 
it  to  the  president  of  the  Congress. 

In  answer  to  this  application  the  Continental  Congress  adopted  a  resolve,  June  9,  1775, 
to  the  effect  that,  as  no  obedience  was  due  to  the  act  of  parliament  altering  the  charter  of 
the  province,  "  nor  to  a  governor,  or  a  lieutenant-governor  who  will  not  observe  the  dnec- 
tions  of,  but  endeavour  to  subvert,  that  charter,  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of 
that  colony  are  to  be  considered  as  absent,  and  their  offices  vacant ; "  and  recommending 
the  provincial  congress,  "  in  order  to  conform,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  spirit  and  sub- 
stance of  the  charter,"  to  issne  precepts  for  a  general  assembly  which,  "  when  chosen,  do 
elect  councillors ;  and  that  such  assembly,  or  council,  exercise  the  powers  of  government, 
until  a  governor  of  his  majesty's  appointment  will  consent  to  govern  the  colony  according 
to  its  charter." 

The  third  and  last  provincial  congress,  was  in  session  during  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill, 
and,  on  the  day  after  the  ))attle,  a  committee  was  appointed  who,  on  the  lOth,  reported  the 
form  of  a  precept  for  choosing  deputies  to  represent  the  several  towns  at  a  General  Court, 
to  be  held,  pursuant  to  the  advice  from  Philadelphia,  in  the  meeting-house  at  Watertown, 
on  the  19th  day  of  July,  following.  Precepts,  issued  in  accordance  with  a  prescribed  form, 
were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  all  towns  and  districts  throughout  the  province. 

Two  huntked  and  five  deputies  assembled  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Court ;  and,  on  the  twenty-first  of  July,  they  proceeded  to  the  choice  of 
twenty-eight  councillors,  fourteen  of  whom  appear  to  have  taken  theu-  seats  at  the  board 
on  the  twenty-sixth,  and  seventeen  on  the  twenty-seventh,  of  the  same  month.  On  the 
twenty-eighth,  the  House  passed  a  preamble  and  resolve,  to  the  effect  that,  the  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor,  having  absented  themselves,  and  refused  to  govern  the  province 
according  to  the  charter,  until  they  return  to  "  tljeir  duty,  or  some  governor  shall  be 
appointed  to  govern  the  province  according  to  the  charter,"  they  will  recognize  the  Council, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  as  governor,  and  will  acquiesce  in  their  doings  as  such. 

The  new  government  thus  organized  —  the  legislative  records  of  the  Council,  commonly 
called  the  General  Court  Records,  beginning  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  July  —  held  sway 
without  any  other  executive  head  than  the  Council,  until  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

*  Letter  to  Gen.  Palmer,  28  Sept.  1774:  John  Adams's  Works,  v.  1.,  p.  154. 
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It  is  noticeable  that,  in  the  correspondence  between  the  provincial  congress  and  the 
Congress  at  rbiladelplii.a,  the  designation  of  Massaeljnsetts  as  a/^rowwre  was  studiously 
avoided.  This  is  explained  liy  the  fact,  which  could  no  longer  be  ignored,  that  those 
relations  with  the  parent  state  which  made  the  government  of  this  people  and  ter- 
ritory distinctively  provincial,  had  terminated.  The  authority  of  the  immediate  agents 
of  the  crown  had  been  repudiated ;  all  supervision  of  our  nffans  by  the  Privy  Council  had 
practically  ceased,  and  even  parliament,  by  overstepping  the  limits  which,  it  was  claimed, 
were  prescrilted  for  it  by  common  right  and  the  British  constitution,  had,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  popular  party,  forfeited  all  claim  to  obedience,  at  least  so  long  as  the  unconstitutional 
legislation  remained  unrepealed.  Up  to  this  time,  however,  the  belief  which  was  cher- 
isbed  by  many  patriots,  tliat  separation  from  the  mother  country  was  not  inevitable,  had 
been  generally  deferred  to  even  by  those  who  considered  it  delusive ;  and  hence  the  title 
"  province  "  was  replaced  by  that  of  "  colony,"  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  any  intention 
to  renounce  all  dependence  upon  Great  Britain. 

Another  objection,  also,  to  retaining  the  word  "  province,"  arose  from  that  provision  of 
the  charter  which  required  all  laws  to  be  pulilished  under  the  province  seal.  This  instru- 
ment was  in  the  custody  of  the  royal  governor,  and  had  been  afBxed  by  him  to  proclama- 
tions and  other  official  papers,  issued  since  his  authority  had  been  repudiated  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people.  There  could  be  but  one  genuine  seal  of  the  province,  and, 
therefore,  it  became  necessary,  in  order  to  comply,  as  nearly  as  possible,  with  all  the 
requirements  of  the  charter,  to  establish  a  new  public  seal,  in  character  distmct  from  the 
seal  previously  used.  Accordingly,  on  the  28th  of  July,  an  order  was  adopted  appointing 
"  a  committee  to  consider  what  is  necessary  to  he  done  relative  to  a  colony  seal."  This 
committee  reported,  on  the  fifth  of  August,  that  "  the  device  of  the  old  province  seal  be  not 
taken  up,"  Imt  that  a  new  device  and  motto,  submitted  by  them  with  the  report,  !)e 
adopted.  The  design  proposed  by  this  committee,  with  some  changes,  was  agreed  to  the 
same  day,  and,  on  the  seventh,  a  joint  committee  was  appointed  "  to  direct  the  making" 
of  the  seal.  This  new  seal  continued  to  be  affixed  to  the  engrossments  of  the  acts  until 
towards  the  close  of  the  May  session,  177G,  which  was  prorogued  on  the  thirteenth  of 
July.  The  former  c;reat  seal  of  the  province  remained  in  the  council  chamber,  at  Boston, 
whence,  together  with  all  the  other  public  seals,  it  was  secretly  purloined  some  time 
between  the  ninth  of  September  and  fourth  of  October,  1775.  The  loss  of  these  insignia 
was  considered  so  serious  by  the  governor  that  he  immediately  communicated  the  fact  to 
Secretary  Dartmouth ;  but  l^efore  thfey  could  be  replaced,  the  progress  of  the  Revolution 
had  rendered  them  useless. 

There  -were  four  "  sittings  "  of  the  General  Court  this  year,  which  are  here  treated  as 
separate  sessions.  According  to  the  secretary's  records,  there  was  a  prorogation  from 
Nov.  11th  to  Nov.  29th  ;  by  the  House  Journals,  all  the  sessions,  except  the  last,  appear 
to  have  been  adjourned ;  and  in  the  journals  of  both  branches,  the  "  sitting"  which  ended 
August  24th,  is  referred  to  as  the  "  last  [antecedent]  session." 

The  General  Court  now  improved  their  immunity  from  the  operation  of  ministerial 
vetoes,  by  resuming  the  enacting  style  which  they  had  consented  to  change  during  Shirley's 
administration,  and  for  which^  in  part,  they  had  contended,  in  vain,  with  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Hutchinson,  in  1770.  This  form  is  now  established  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
Commonwealth.  — See  notes  to  1742-43,  chap.  1 ;  and  1770-71,  pp.  139-140,  ante. 

Early  in  the  second  session,  a  question  arose  as  to  the  proper  wording  of  the  introduc- 
tion to  be  printed  with  the  acts  of  the  first  session,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  form  for  that  piu-pose.  To  the  draught  reported  to  the  Council,  by  this  committee, 
amendments,  which  included  the  substitution  of  "  colony  "  for  "  province,"  were  offered 
by  the  House  and  these  amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  resolve  establishing  this  form 
was  passed  on  the  thirtieth  of  September,  and  this  new  heading,  which  is  as  follows : 
"  Acts  and  Laws,  Tassed  by  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of 
the  Massachusetts-Bay  in  New  England : "  &c.,  continued  to  be  used  until  the  year  1778. 

Thereguiil  yearcontinued  to  be  given  in  all  the  acts  Ijcfore  chapter  lb,  which  is  the  (irst 
act  in  which  it  was  changed  to  the  year  of  the  Christian  era,  altiioiigh  the  alteration  was 
first  made,  on  the  fifth  of  April,  in  the  bill  to  chapter  20,  which  was  not  enacted  until  a  few 
days  later.  By  the  lirstof  May,  an  act  was  passed  (chapter  22 ;  and  see  note  to  that  chap- 
ter,/3o,sY,)  requiring  a  similar  change  to  be  made  in  the  precepts  for  convening  the  Assem- 
bly, ani  in  all  legal  processes;  and, though  the  name  of  "colony"  was  still  retained,  all 
commissions,  writs,  etc.,  were  ordered  to  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  "  Government  and 
People  of  the  ISIassachusetts  Bay  in  New  England." 

All  the  engi-ossments  of  the  acts  of  this  year  (none  of  which,  however,  are  on  parch- 
ment) are  preserved ;  and  all  were  printed,  except  chapters  15  and  17.  Some  of  the  en- 
grossments are  biidly  mutilated;  and  the  seals  seem  to  have  been  removed  from  chapters 
3,  5,6,  7,  14,  15,  19  and  24;  and  chapters  13,  IG,  21  and  26  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
sealed.  The  signatures  of  the  councillors,  to  chapter  5,  are  obliterated;  but  all  of  the 
other  acts  of  tliis  year  were  signed  Ijy  fifteen  councillors,  except  chapters  10,  17  and  2.S, 
which  were  signed  by  sixteen,  chapter  18,  by  fourteen,  and  chapter  26,  by  thirteen. 

Chap.  1.  On  the  first  of  September,  1774,  Governor  Gage  issued  wi-its  for  convening  a 
new  assembly  at  Salem,  on  the  fifth  of  October,  following.  As  early  as  the  6th  of  August, 
he  had  received  from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  a  copy  of  the  act  of  parliament "  for  the  lietter 
regulating  the  government  of  the  ISIassachiisetts  B.ay  ",  together  with  other  important 
papers,  including  instructions  fi-om  the  Privy  Council  for  carrying  the  act  mto  operation. 
This  act  expressly  repealed  the  provisions  of  the  charter  respecting  the  choice  of  council- 
lors and  vested  in  the  crown  the  authority  to  appoint  the  members  of  that  Ijoard ;  and, 
accordinc;ly,  a  list  of  thirtv-six  councillors,  who,  fi'om  the  manner  of  their  appointment, 
came  to  be  generally  known  as  "mandamus  coimcillors,"  was  among  the  papers  trans- 
mitted to  the  Goveriior  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
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Tlie  publication  of  this  act  of  parliament  increased  the  resentment  which  the  act  for 
closing  the  port  of  Boston  had  provoked,  and  excited  the  indignation  of  tlie  people  to  the 
highest  pitch,  insomuch  that  all  but  fourteen  of  the  persons  named  by  the  king  as  council- 
lors, either  voluntarily  refused  the  trust,  or  were  forced  to  resign,"  and  most  of  the  re- 
mainder were  vii'tually  prisoners  at  Boston,  under  the  protection  of  the  royal  forces.  By 
the  charter,  the  councillors  elected  in  May  were  to  continue  in  office  one  year;  but,  by  the 
act  of  parliament,  their  offices  were  vacated  on  the  first  of  August,  and  the  Governor,  in 
issuing  writs  for  the  election  of  deputies  to  a  new  general  court,  had  expected  the  new 
councillors  to  act  with  the  representatives.  Deeming  it  impracticable,  in  view  of  the  in- 
creasing tumults  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  to  convene  a  quorum  of  tiie  Council,  at  Salem, 
the  Governor,  a  week  before  the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  representatives,  issued  a 
proclamation  excusing  them  from  appearing  at,  or  holding,  a  general  com-t. 

Notwithstanding  this  proclamation,  ninety  of  the  representatives  elect  assembled  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed,  and,  after  waiting,  in  vain,  the  first  day,  for  the  Governor  to 
appear,  they  organized,  —  choosing  John  Hancock  chairman,  and  Benjamin  Lincoln  clerk. 
On  the  next  day  (Oct.  7),  they  resolved  themselves  into  a  Puovixcial  Congress,  and  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  Concord,  on  the  following  Tuesday,  where,  on  the  27th,  they  formally 
invited  such  members  of  the  council  chosen  in  May,  as  had  not  openly  sided  with  the 
ministerial  party,  to  attend  with  them. 

This  first  provincial  congress,  which  was  adjourned  from  Oct.  29  to  Nov.  23,  was  dis- 
solved, Dec.  10,  1774,  having  previously  passed  a  resolve  recommending  the  several  towns 
and  districts  to  choose  deputies  to  represent  them  in  a  second  congi-ess,  to  be  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, on  the  first  of  February,  following.  The  second  congress,  which,  had  one  adjourn- 
ment, from  Feb.  16  to  March  22,  was  convened  according  to  the  above-mentioned  recom- 
mendation, and  the  date  of  the  last  record  of  its  doings  is  May  29,  1775,  although  the 
journal,  after  May  21,  is  not  preserved. 

Two  days  after  this  last  entry,  a  third  congress  was  assembled  at  Watertown,  upon  a 
similar  call.  There  were  present  229  delegates  in  the  second  congress,  and  245  in  the  thu'd 
congress,  which  continued  in  session  until  the  General  Court  was  reestaljlished. 

In  less  than  ten  months  fi-om  their  first  assembling,  these  congresses  had  assumed, 
throughout  the  province,  except  within  the  town  of  Boston  and  the  immediate  vicinity 
actually  occupied  by  the  king's  forces,  full  control  of  the  three  great  functions  of  govern- 
ment—  legislative,  judicial  and  executive.  Such  of  the  journals  of  these  congresses  as 
could  be  collected,  were,  in  1838,  printed  and  distributed,  by  authority  of  the  Common- 
wealth, in  an  edition  of  fifteen  hundi-ed  copies,  and,  therefore,  it  has  not  been  deemed 
advisable  to  incorporate  them  with  this  edition  of  the  laws. 

Although  no  formal  acts  were  passed  in  either  of  these  congresses,  their  doings,  both 
legislative  and  executive,  had  been,  in  most  instances,  general  in  then-  operation,  and  were 
so  important,  and,  frequently,  permanent,  in  their  effect,  that  it  was  deemed  essential  to 
have  their  validity  established  in  the  most  solemn  manner.  Accordingly,  the  present 
chapter,  being  the  first  act  of  the  new  Assembly,  was  passed  to  ratify  them,  and  to  provide 
for  the  preservation  of  the  records  thereof,  and  for  the  use  of  those  records  as  evidence. 

The  following  extracts  show  all  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  passage  of  this  act :  — 

"Aug.  5, 1775.  Benjamin  Chadbourne,  Esq;  brought  down  a  Vote  of  Council,  appoint- 
ing Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esq;  and  Joseph  Palmer,  Esq;  with  such  as  this  House  shall 
join,  to  be  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Proceedings  of  the  late  Pro\indqJ  Congi-esses,  and  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Confinnation  of  the  same,  or  such  Parts  thereof,  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary. 

Read  and  concun-ed,  and  Dr.  Whiting,  Esquu-e  Davis  and  Mr.  Dickerson,  were  joined 
to  the  Committee  of  the  honorable  Board.    Sent  up."  —  House  Journal,  p.  46. 

"  Aug.  19,  1775.  Moses  Gill,  Esq;  brought  down  a  Bill  for  ratifying  the  Resolves  of 
the  several  Provincial  Congresses.  Read  a  first  and  second  Time,  and  ordered  to  lie  'till 
Monday  Morning."  —  Ibid.,  p.  85. 

"  Aug.  21, 1775.  The  Bill  for  confirming  and  establishing  the  Resolve  of  the  several 
Provincial  Congresses  of  this  Colony.  Read  a  second  Time;  and  Ordered,  to  be  read 
again  at  Four  o^Clock,  P..  M."  —  Ibid.,  ^.89. 

"  Aug.  22, 1775.  A  Bill  to  confirm  or  establish  the  Resolves  of  the  several  Provincial 
Congresses  of  this  Colony.  Read  the  third  Time,  and  pass'd  to  be  Engross'd. 
Sent  up.  f. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

James  Prescot,  Esq;  came  down  and  infonn'd  the  House,  that  the  honorable  Board  had 
agreed  to  the  Amendment  propos'd  by  this  House,  to  be  made  in  the  Bill  for  confirming 
and  establishing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congi-ess. 

****** 

An  Engross'd  Bill  to  confirm,  and  establish  the  Resolves  of  the  several  Provincial  Con- 
gi-esses  in  this  Colony.    Read  and  passed  to  be  enacted."  —  Ibid.,  pp.  91  and  94. 

Chap.  2.    During  the  session  of  the  first  provincial  congress,  no  further  effort  was  made 

towards  raising  money  to  defray  the  public  expenses  than  to  provide  that  the  several  con- 
stables and  collectors  pay  over  then-  collections  under  former  tax  acts,  to  such  persons  as 
had  been,  or  might  be,  appointed  to  supersede  the  receivers  and  treasm-ers.in  offlce,  wlio 
adhered  to  the  former  government.  As  early  as  October  28th,  the  congi-ess  appointed 
Hemy  Gardner,  receiver-general,  in  place  of  Hanlson  Gray,  and  urgent  appeals  \\ere 
made  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  districts  throughout  the  province,  to  forward  the 
business  oL'  collecting  and  paying  over  to  him  the  arrears  of  former  province  taxes,  as  well 
as  the  tax  of  this  j-ear. 

The  second  congress  empowered  and  directed  the  receiver-general  to  bon-ow  £100,000, 
lawful  money,  to  be  repaid  in  June,  1777,  with  six  per  cent  mterest.    For  this  loan  a  form 
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of  treasurer's  note  was  adopted.  This  was  followed,  on  May  20th,  by  a  resolve  for  issuing 
bills  of  credit,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  £2(5,000,  for  the  advance-pay  of  the  Massachu- 
setts army.  This  amount  was  enlarged,  ])y  the  third  con.Tress,  to  a  total  of  £30,000.  The 
bills  emitted  under  these  resolves  were  to  be  redeemed,  May  25,  1776,  with  six  per 
c«nt  interest,  and  were  all  that  were  issued  up  to  the  time  of  the  enactment  of  the  present 
chapter. 

The  third  congress,  however,  had  referred  the  subject  of  a  fiirther  issue  of  bills  of  credit, 
to  the  committee  of  safety,  —  a  body  first  appointed  liy  a  resolve  of  the  congress,  Oct.  26, 
1774,  with  authoi'ity  to  Call  out  the  militia,  in  an  emergency,  and  to  exercise  espionage 
over  persons  suspected  of  being  enemies.  Tliis  committee,  which  was  thoroughly  organ- 
ized, and  soon  became  the  chief  executive  directory  of  the  government,  promptly  attended 
to  the  business  thus  referred  to  it,  and  reported  the  following  vote,  under  date  of  July»6, 
1775:  — 

"  [Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Provincial  Congress  to  pass  the  fol- 
lowing resolve :] 

Whereas,  the  exigencies  of  the  colony  requke  that  there  should  be,  as  soon  as  possible, 
an  emission  of  bills  of  credit :  therefore.  Resolved,  that  there  be  immediately  issued  on 
the  credit  of  this  colony,  and  deposited  in  the  treasury,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  la^vful  money,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. :  of 
one  shilling,  of  two  shillings,  of  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  of  foui-  shillings,  of  five  shil- 
lings, of  seven  shilling-s  and  six  pence,  of  eight  shillings,  of  eleven  shillmgs,  of  thirteen 
shillings,  of  seventeenshillings,  of  nineteen  shillings,  of  thirty  shillings,  of  forty  shillings, 
of  sixty  shillings,  of  eighty  shillings,  and  of  one  hundi-ed  shillings ;  to  be  five  thousand  ot 
each  denomination,  and  no  more,  and  to  be  of  the  form  following,  viz. : 
Colony  of  the        ) 

Massachusetts  Bay.  j  July ,  1775.  No.  109. 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  colony,  two  shillings  an(;t 
six  pence,  lawful  money,  by  the  18th  day  of  July,  1777,  and  [it]  shall  be  received  in  all 
payments  at  the  ti-easury  at  all  times.  By  order  of  Congress. 

A.  D.  ] 

B.  E.  J-  Committee 

C.  F.J 

—  which  said  bills  shall  be  paid  and  received  in  the  public  treasury,  and  in  all  payments  In 
this  colony,  without  any  abatement  or  discount,  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  under 
penalty  of  treble  damages  to  both  the  payer  and  receiver,  which  penalty  shall  be  applied 
to  the  discharge  of  the  public  debts  of  this  colony. 

And  said  bills  shall  also  be  printed  on  the  back,  vnih  the  colony  seal,  the  value  of  the 
bill,  and  its  date,  and  round  the  seal,  these  words :  Issued  in  defence  of  American  Liberty. 
Also,  Resolved,  that  A.  B.  and  C.  be  a  committee  to  sign  or  authenticate  all  said  bills, 
from  one  shilling  to  eleven  shillings,  inclusively ;  and  that  D.  E.  and  F.  be  another  com- 
mittee to  sign  or  authenticate  all  other  the  said  bills,  which  are  of  from  thurteen  shillings 
to  one  hundi-ed  shillings,  inclusively. 


5000  bills  of  Is. 

5000 

2s. 

5000 

2s. 

&d. 

5000 

4s. 

5000 

5s. 

5000 

7s. 

Qd. 

5000 

8s. 

5000 

lis. 

£250 

5000  bills  of  13s.  . 

.  £3,250 

500 

5000 

17s.  . 

.   4,250 

625 

5000 

19s.  . 

.   4,750 

1,000 

5000 

30s.  . 

.   7,500 

1,250 

5000 

40s.  . 

.  10,000 

1,875 

5000 

60s.  . 

•.  15,000 

2,000 

5000 

80s.  . 

.  20,000 

2,750 

5000 

100s.  . 

.  25,000- 

-£100,000 

—  Printed  Journals  of  the  Committee  of  Safeti/,  1774-75,  p.  588. 

This  report  was  taken  up,  in  the  "House,  July  26th,  when  the  following  order  was 
passed :  — 

♦'  Ordered,  That  Col.  Freeman,  Major  Fuller,  Capt.  Derby,  Col.  Mitchell,  and  INIr. 
Jlopkins,  l)e  a  Committee  to  consider  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  late 
Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  a  new  Emission  of  Bills  of  Credit,  and  report  to  this 
House  what  is  best  to  be  done  thereon." —  House  Journal,  p.  15. 

This  committee,  the  next  day,  reported  a  resolve  that  four  committees  be  chosen  to 
sign  the  proposed  bills,  the  number  and  denominations  of  which  were  therein  set  forth. 
This  report  was  forthwith  recommitted,  and  the  committee  instructed  to  limit  the  amount 
of  the  proposed  bills  to  £100,000,  and  that  the  highest  bill  in  such  emission  be  of  forty 
shillings,  and  the  lowest,  one  shilling.  The  committee,  accordingly,  reported  again, 
July  2D ;  and  again  thoir  report  was  recommitted,  and  they  were  instructed  to  increase,  to 
eight,  the  number  of  the  committees  to  sign  the  bills.  The  report  subsequently  made, 
with  this  amendment,  was  accepted,  and  sent  up  foi  concurrence;  bnt  the  Council  not 
having  concurred,  the  resolve  was  sent  for,  fi-ora  the  House,  on  the  first  day  of  August, 
and  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  and  some  change  was  made  in  the  committee.  Oh  the 
same  day,  the  committee  again  reported  to  the  House ;  and  their  report  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table ;  but  subsequently,  the  following  orders  Avcre  passed :  — 

"  Aug.  1,  1775.  The  Resolve  for  a  new  Emission  of  Colony  Bills  l)eing  amended,  was 
read  and  accepted.  Sent  up  for  Concurrence.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vose,  Major  Fuller, 
and  Mr.  Watson.hQ  a  Committee  to  procure  suitable  Paper  for  prmting  the  Bills  upon. 
****** 

Ordered,  That  the  new  Emission  of  Bills  of  Credit  be  printed  on  Types."  — 76trf., 
p.  32. 

Tiie  resolve  last  referred  to  seems  to  have  lieen  a  resolve  for  bringing  in  a  bill.  On  the  third 
of  August  a  new  draught  of  "  a  resolve  for  the  emission  of  bills  of  credit  was  read  and 
passed  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,"  and,  on  the  ninth  the  secretary  was  ordered  to 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws.  — 1775-76.  509 

[REVOI.UTIONAKY    period  —  "  COLONY."] 

lay  upon  tlie  tahlo  a  resolve,  for  the  same  purpose,  wliicli  had  lieen  broiislit  down  from  the 
CounciJ,  and  this  appears  to  have  been  the  end  of  the  attempt  to  authorize  the  emission  of 
bills,  by  a  resolve. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  a  bill  for  a  new  emission  of  bills  of  credit  was  sent  up  by  the 
House,  for  concurrence,  which,  in  reply  to  a  message  from  the  House,  next  day,  the 
Council  declared  they  had  not  acted  upon ;  and,  on  the  9th,  after  the  resolve  for  emitting 
bills  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  as  above  mentioned,  the  following  order  was  passed  in 
the  House :  — 

"  Ordered,  That  Major  Uawlcy,  Mr.  Story  and  Col.  Freeman,  be  a  Committee  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  an  Emission  of  one  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve 
which  has  passed  this  Court  "for  that  Purpose."  —  Ibid.,  p.  59. 

The  House  Journals  show  that  a  resolve  for  the  emission  of  bills,  &c.  was  read,  August 
16th,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  in  the  afternoon.  The  hill  for  that  purpose  was  . 
actually  read  a  second  time  at  the  time  appointed,  and,  as  it  appears  that  this  bill  was,  on 
the  18th,  read  a  third  time,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council,  it  is  likely  that  the  clerk  inadver- 
tently used  the  word  "resolve"  for  "bill"  in  the  former  entiy.  Messages  passed 
betA\'"eeu  the  two  branches,  on  the  19th,  by  which  it  appeared  thatthc  Council  non-con- 
curred with  the  House  upon  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  it  was  thereupon,  by  direction  of 
the  House,  brought  down  and  amended,  and,  on  the  21st,  it  was  read  a  second  and  third 
time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed.  On  the  23d,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  in  con- 
currence, and  thereafter  the  following  proceedings  appear  of  record :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  August  23"'  1775 

Resolved  that  Col"  Thunipson  and  M'  Webster  Mith  such  as  the  hofible  Board  shall 
join  be  a  Committee  to  inspect  the  i)ress  for  striking  off  Bills  of  several  denominations  to 
the  amonnt  of  the  sum  of  One  hundred  thousand  pounds  la^rf iil  money,  and  they  hereby 
are  directed  to  appoint  the  hours  for  striking  off  said  Bills  and  to  take  especial  care  to 
keep  the  plates  in  their  own  hands  and  possession  at  ail  times  except  when  said  Plates  are 
in  use  at  the  hours  assigned  for  striking  off  the  same  Bills 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  James  "Warren  Spk' 

August  23'^'  1775.    In  Council  Read  &  concurred  and  Benjamin  White  Esq''  is  joined 

P  Morton  Depy  Secret^ 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXI., 
p.  140. 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  August  24"'  1775 

Resolved  that  M''  Joseph  Wheeler,  Col"  Joseph  Cushing,  Col'^'  Eben""  Sawyer  and 
Deacon  Thomas  Plimpton  with  such  as  the  hoiible  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to 
immber  and  sign  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  by  this  Colony  in  pursuance  to  an  Act 
passed  this  session,  entitled  An  Act  for  making  and  emitting  bills  of  public  credit,  and 
that  three  of  said  Committee,  and  no  more  sign  each  of  said  bills,  one  of  them  with  red 
ink,  one  with  bliie  ink  and  the  other  with  black  ink.  And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  press  and  attend  the  printing  of  the  bills  shall,  when 
any  convenient  number  of  said  Bills  arc  struck  oft",  deliver  them  to  one  or  more  of  the  said 
Committee  appointed  to  number  and  sign  said  Bills  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same,  express- 
ing the  number  of  the  bilis  so  delivered  and  the  amount  of  their  value,  whlcti  receipt  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  Receiver  General  of  the  Colony  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Committee  who 
sign  said  bills  w  hen  they  shall  deliver  the  same  bills  therein  expressed  to  liim  numbered 
and  signed, according  to  the  Act  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved  that  the  said  Committee  for  inspecting  the  printing  said 
BUls  before  they  enter  on  said  service  be  sworn  before  some  Justice  of  the  peace  who  shall 
for  that  pui-pose  shall*  be  appointed  by  the  hofible  Board  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
said  Office. 

It  is  further  Resolved  that  as  often  as  the  said  Committee  for  numbering  and  signing 
the  said  Bills,  shall  deliver  to  the  Receiver  General  of  the  Colony  any  bills  as  aforesaid, 
the  Receiver  General  shall  give  them  a  receipt  for  the  amonnt  of  the  value  of  the  same 
bills  to  be  by  the  same  Committee  kept  for  the  use  of  the  Colony. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  '  James  Warren  Speaker 

In  Council  August  24"'  1775.  Read  and  concurred  and  James  Prescott  and  Joseph 
Palmer  esq'^^  are  joined.  P  Morton  Depy  Secretary 

Consented  to  "  —  [SigTied  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  — Ibid.,  p.  147. 

"Sept.  22,  1775.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Ordered  that  M^  "Wheeler  and 
Col"  '1  hayer  with  such  as  the  honorable  Board  shall  join  be  a  Counnittee  to  prepare  and 
report  a  bill  or  resolve  for  authenticating  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  Colony  by  a  less  num- 
ber of  signers  than  was  intended  by  the  act  for  the  emitting  said  Bills  In  Council  Read  & 
concurred  &  Colonel  Palmer  is  joined  — 

In  Council.  Whereas  by  an  act  of  this  Court  entitled  an  act  for  making  and  emitting 
of  bills  of  Public  credit  passed  the  23''  day  of  August  1775,  and  by  a  subsequent  resolve  of 
said  Court  on  the  following  day  it  is  therein  ordered  that  all  the  bills  of  credit  therein 
mentioned  to  be  emitted  (ten  thousand  of  each  denomination)  should  be  authenticated  by 
signing  and  numliering  by  any  three  of  the  Committee  mentioned  in  said  act  and  resolve, 
and  it  appearing  to  this  Court  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  three  signers  to  the  bills  of  one 
shilling  and  two  shillings,  of  two  shillings  &  six  pence  of  four  shillings,  of  five  shillings, 
of  six  shillings  of  seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  and  of  eight  shillings  mentioned  in  said  act 
and  resolve  to  be  authenticated  by  three  signers,  and  that  such  authentication  will  cause 
unnecessary  delay  in  said  emission. 

It  is  therefore  Resolved  that  one  thousand  of  said  mentioned  bills  of  each  denommatlon 
from  number  one  to  number  one  thousand  inclusively  shall  be  signed  by  only  any  two  of 

•  Sie. 
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Baid  Committee,  and  that  the  remaining  nine  thousand  of  each  denomination  of  said  men- 
tioncd  bills  from  number  one  thousand  to  number  ten  thousand,  including  the  last  nnm- 
ber,  shall  he  signed  only  by  any  one  of  said  Committee. 

And  whereas  four  thousand  of  the  bills  of  each  of  the  larger  denominations  mentioned  in 
said  act  viz  of  Ten  shillings  of  eleven  shillings  of  twelve  shillings  of  seventeen  shillings  of 
twenty  shillings  of  twenty  four  shillings  of  thirty  sbillings  and  of  forty  shillings  are 
already  signed  by  three  signers  agreeable  to  said  act  and  resolve  —  And  whereas  six 
Ihonsand  of  the  said  last  mentioned  bills  of  each  of  the  larger  denomination  yet  remain  to 
be  signed.    It  is  therefore 

Resolved  that  said  six  thousand  remaining  bills  of  each  of  the  larger  denominations 
shall  be  signed  or  authenticated  only  by  any  two  of  said  Committee,  and  that  all  such 
signing  or  authentication  in  both  these  "Resolves  shall  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as 
lawfuil  and  valid,  as  if  the  same  bills  had  been  signed  and  authenticated  by  any  three  of 
said  Committee  any  thing  in  said  act  or  said  resolve  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any 
wise  appertaining.  In  tlfe  House  of  Representatives  Read  &  concurred  Consented  to  by 
fifteen  of  the  Council  "  —  Ibid.,  p.  172. 

"  Sept.  27,  1775.  Ordered,  That  Cajjt.  Braqdon  be  on  the  Committee  to  superintend  the 
Impression  of  the  Bills  of  Credit,  in  the  Room  of  Col.  Thompson,  who  deshes  to  be 
excused."  —  Uouse  Journal,  p.  120. 

"  Oct.  17,1775.  Capt.  White  brought  do;vn  from  the  honorable  Board  an  Order  for  the 
Removal  of  the  Chest,  containing  a  Numljer  of  the  last  Emission  of  Bills  of  Credit  and 
Plates  to  the  Treasurer's  Office."  —  Ibid.,  p.  172. 

"  Oct.  18,  1775.  An  Order  brought  down  fi-om  the  honorable  Board  Yesterday  for 
removing  the  Bills  of  Credit  and  Plates  to  the  Treasurer's  Office.  Pass'd  in  Council,  viz. 
In  Council,  Oct,  17,  1775.  Whereas  the  Chairinan  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  this 
Court  to  inspect  the  Press  for  stamping  the  last  Emission  of  Bills,  has  giveii  Information 
that  the  Business  is  finish'd,  and  that  the  tchole  Number  of  Bills  ordered  by  this  Court  is 
stamp'cl,  and  that  he  apiirehends  the  Place  where  the  Chest,  containing  said  Bills  and 
Plates  is  now  de230sitcd,  is  not  safe  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Chest  with  "its  Contents  be  immediately  removed  to  the  Treasurer's 
Office,  and  that  the  Committee  aforementioned  still  keep  Possession  of  the  Key  of  said 
Chest;  and  deliver  the  Bills  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  sign  the  same,  as  they  shall 
apply  for  them.    Sent  down  for  Concurrence. 

Read  and  concurr'd.    Sent  up."  —  Ibid.,  p.  174. 

"Dec.  22,  1775.  A  Petition  of  Hon.  James  Prescott,  Esq;  and  others,  a  Committee 
appointed  by  this  Court  to  sign  and  number  the  Bills  of  Credit  for  One  hundred  thousand 
Pounds,  setting  forth  that  they  have  finished  the  Business,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
discharged  from  their  Trust,  and  have  a  Grant  for  their  Risque  and  Services.  Read,  and 
committed  with  their  Book  of  Receipts  to  Col.  Cutt,  Mr.  Ilobart,  and  Mi'.  Jeicet. 

On  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  the  supernumerary  Sheets  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  abovemen- 
tioned,  be  retained  by  Mr.  Webster,  in  whose  Hands  they  now  are,  until  the  said  Commit- 
tee last  chosen  reports."  —  Ibid.,  p.  65. 

"  Jan.  9,  1776.  Ordered,  That  Deacon  Rawson  be  on  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  Services  of  the  Committee  who  signed  the  Bills  of  the  Emission  of 
£.  100,000  in  the  Room  of  Mr.  Jeivet  absent. 

«  *  -»  *  *  * 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  sign  and  number  the 
Bills  of  tlie  £.100,000  Emission,  reported  —  That  they  find  by  the  said  Committees 
Accounts,  and  the  Receipts  of  the  Receiver-General,  they  have  faithfully  discharged  the 
Trust  reposed  in  them,  and  are  of  Opinion  that  they  be  discharged  from  the  same.  Said 
Committee  further  reported  by  Way  of  Resolve :    Read  and  accepted,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  said  Committee  the  Sum  of  Fifty  five  Pounds  four 
Shillings,  in  full  for  their  Services  and  Risque  in  numbering  and  signing  the  Bills  ahove- 
said  —  And  the  Ptcceiver-General  is  hereby  ordered  to  pay  the  same.  (A.) 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 
•  •  «  «  *  * 

Charles  Chauncy,  Esq;  brought  do^vn  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Services  of 
the  Committee  that  signed  the  Bills  of  the  £.  100,000  Emission,  with  the  following  Vote  of 
Council  thereon,  viz.     In  Council,  January  dth,  1776. 

Read  and  Concurr'd  with  the  Amendment  at  A,  viz.  At  A  insert,  *  Read  atid  accepted 
and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  be  discharged  accordingly.'  Sent  down  for  Con- 
currence. Read  and  accepted  with  the  following  Amendment  at  B,  viz.  At  B  dele  the 
Words,  *  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered,'  and  insert  the  Words,  '  atid  also.'  Sent  up  for 
Concurrence."  —  Ibid.,  pp.  129  a7idl23. 

"  Jan.  23,  1776.  Whereas  through  the  Error  of  the  Press  some  Bills  of  Ci-edit  of  this 
Colony  have  been  lately  issued  with  different  Sums  specified  on  the  Faces  and  Backs  of 
the  said  Bills  respectively :  It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Webster,  Deacon  Plimp- 
ton,  and  Col.  Cushing  be  and  they  hereby  are  are*  appointed  a  Committee  to  receive  and 
exchange  all  such  Bills  agreable  to  the  Sums  specified  on  their  Faces  respectively,  and  all 
I'ersons  possessing  any  of  said  Bills  are  herel)y  directed  to  cause  the  same  to  lie  forthwith 
sent  to  the  said  Committee  in  order  to  be  exchanged  as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  Committee 
ai-e  directed  to  keep  the  said  Bills  which  they  shall  thug  receive  by  Exchange  until  the 
further  Order  of  this  Court  for  destroying  them.  Sent  up  for  Conciurrence." — Ibid., 
p.  195. 

"  Jan.  24,  1776.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  who  have  in  fheir  Possession  the  super- 
numerary Slieets  of  Bills  of  Credit  of  the   Hundred   Thousand  Pounds  Emission,  ba 

•  Sic. 
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directed  to  deposit  with  tlie  Committee  appointed  Yesterday  to  exchange  the  mis-printed 
Bills,  so  many  as  may  he  necessary  for  that  Purpose.  Sent  np  for  Concurrence."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  197. 

Chap.  3.  See  the  notes  to  acts  of  1757-58,  chapter  1 ;  1759-60,  chapter  23 ;  1760-61, 
chapter  34,  and  1763-64,  chapter  20. 

"  Aug.  5,  1775.  Voted,  Tliat  iSlajor  Hawley  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  settling  the 
Rights  of  Representation  of  the  several  Towns  and  Districts  in  this  Colony"  —  House 
Journal,' p.  45. 

Agreeably  to  the  foregoing  order  Mr.  Hawley  reported  a  bill,  on  the  8th  of  August, 
which  had  its  first  reading  the  same  day,  and  its  second  reading  the  day  after.  On  the 
12th,  it  was  read  the  thhd  time  and  re-committed  to  have  a  "  clause  inserted  relative  to  the 
unconstitutional  restrictions  of  the  towns  of  Nercbury  and  Newburi/port,  and  then  passed 
to  be  engrossed."  It  was  then  sent  up  to  the  Council,  where,  on  the'  14th,  it  was  concUi-red 
in,  with  certain  slight  amendments,  in  which  the  House  also  concurred.  On  the  17th  it 
was  passed,  in  the  House,  to  be  engrossed ;  and,  on  the  23d,  it  was  passed,  in  the  Council, 
to  be  enacted. 

"  Apr.  29, 1777.  *Inthe  House  of  Representatives — Resolved  That  such  unincorporated 
plantations  as  are  Taxed  to  this  State  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  join  in  the  choice 
of  Representatives  with  such  Town  where  they  are  taxed.  —  In  Council  Read  and  Con- 
cm-red  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council." — Council  Records,  vol.  XXXVII., 
p.  251. 

Chap.  4.  "  July  31,  1775.  Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Dr.  Church  and  Mr.  Wheeler, 
with  such  as  the  honorable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
vacating  the  Commissions  of  all  such  Civil  Officers  as  have  been  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor with  the  Advice  of  Council."  —  House  Journal,  p.  26. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  above  named,  was  read  in  the  House,  a  fii'st  time, 
Aug-ust  4th,  and,  the  next  day,  it  was  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  to  be 
engrossed.  It  was  then  sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  On  the  10th,  John  Adams 
brought  the  bill  down  from  the  Council,  in  a  new  draught,  in  which  form  the  Council  had 
passed  it,  in  concurrence.  Tne  House  immediately  returned  the  bill,  still  further  amended 
l)y  striking  out,  fi'om  the  preamble,  the  declaration  that  sundiy  "  ofiicers,  civil  and  mili- 
tary," to  be  suspended,  were  "  th^-ough  age  and  infirmity,  rendered  unable  to  serve  in 
then-  respective  otiices."  On  the  llth,  Mr.  Greenleaf  brought  down  the  amended  bill,  with 
a  vote  of  concurrence  by  the  Council,  but  mth  a  proposal  of  other  amendments  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  were  as  follows :  — 

"Aug.  12,  1775.  The  Bill  for  vacating  the  Commissions  of  Civil  and  Military  Officers, 
was  read.  The  new  Draught  passed  with  the  following  Amendments,  at  A,  dele  the 
Words  '  all  such  Officers,'  and  insert  the  Words  '  then-  respective  Appointments  and  Com- 
missions ; '  at  E,  dele  the  Word  '  heretofore,'  and  insert  the  Words  '  before  the  present 
Meetmg  of  the  General  Court ; '  at  H,  dele  the  Word  *  Officers ; '  at  I,  insert  tlie  Word 
'  now ; '  at  the  several  Parts  of  the  Bill,  where  the  Time  is  limited  to  the  31st  Day  of 
August,  instead  thereof  insert  'the  19th  Day  of  September.' "  —  Ibid., p.  67. 

"  Aug.  16,  1775.  The  Bill  for  vacating  the  Civil  and  Military  Cominissions  in  this 
Colony.  Read  and  Resolved, Th&t  this  Bill  pass  to  be  Enacted.  Sent  up  for  Concur- 
rence.—  Ibid-,  p.  75. 

On  the  23d,  the  biU  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  the  Council. 

"Aug.  31,  1776.t  In  Council.  Whereas  by  reason  of  the  difflcultys  raised  by  the 
wicked  designs  of  the  Enemies  of  our  liloerties  an  Interi-uption  took  place  in  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Civil  distributive  Justice  throughout  this  Colony;  —  And  Whereas  by  an 
Act  of  the  General  Com-t  removing  all  Officers  fi-om  then-  respective  offices,  many  Civil 
Suits,  which  had  been  Commenced,  and  were  actually  entred  on  the  Docquet,  or  Book  of 
Entries,  of  the  Inferior  Courts  of  Common  pleas  in  the  several  Counties  within  this  Colony, 
have  not  been  prosecuted  to  final  Judgment,  and  much  Injmry  will  happen  if  an  adequate 
remedy  is  not  provided  in  that  behalf — 

It  is  Resolved,  That  all  Civil  Actions,  that  were  pending  in  any  Inferior  Court  of  Com- 
mon pleas  in  any  County  within  this  Colony,  by  having  the  same  entred  on  the  Docquet,  or 
Minute  Books  of  said  Courts,  and  on  which  Judgment  has  not  been  given  may  be  brought 
forward  at  the  next  Term  of  the  said  Com-t,  in  which  the  same  was  entred  as  aforesaid, 
and  the  same  proceedings  had  thereon,  as  tho'  such  causes  had  been  regularly  continued 
in  the  said  Inferior  Courts  respectively  from  Term  to  Term  where  the  same  were  pending, 
when  such  Interruption  took  place.  —  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  Resolve  shall 
be  construed,  or  hitended  to  be  meant  to  enable  any  person,  or  persons  to  bring  forward 
any  Civil  Action  which  was  l)roright  forward  had,  or  pending  in  the  Inferior  court  of 
Common  pleas  held  for,  and  within  the  County  of  SafTollc  from,  &  after  the  first  day  of 
September  Anno  Domini  1774.  untill  the  17"'  of  March  A  D.  1776.  —  Provided  also  that 
no  Execution,  or  Writ  of  possession  shall  Issue  on  any  Judgment  given  in  any  of  the 
Cases  aforesaid,  until  fifteen  days  after  such  Judgment,  and  the  Justices  of  the  said 
Inferior  Courts  of  Common  pleas  respectively  shall  continue,  the  said  Causes,  &  Actions 
one  Term  at  least,  and  cause  the  absent  parties  to  be  notified  of  the  suits  against  tiicni, 
and  where  any  of  the  Parties  shall  be  out  of  tlie  County,  and  in  the  Continental,  or  Colo- 
nial Service  the  said  suits  shall  be  continued  until  the  Party  absent  as  aforesaid  shall 
return,  or  be  dismiss'd  from  the  said  Service,  any  Law,  Usage,  or  Custom  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read,  &  Concurred.  Consented  to 
by  the  Major  part  of  the.  Council.  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXV.,  p.  194. 

*  Printed  reriolves  of  the  March  session,  chapter  CLXXIL 
t  Ibid.,  August  session,  chapter  XII. 
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Chap.  5.  No  form  of  oath  appears  to  have  1)een  adopted  by  the  provincial  congresses, 
or  by  the  succeeding  legislatures,  to  be  administered  to  the  representatives,  and  members 
of  the  council ;  but  in  the  second  i)rovincial  congress,  Mav  2,  1775,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  form  of  oath  to  be  taken  by  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  army.  On 
thj  .S  li  of  *I  IV,  cliij  committee  made  the  following  report,  which  is  here  printed  from 
the  original :  — 

"  In  I'roveiicial  Congress  Watertown  May  5'!'  1775.  — 

Resolved,  that  all  officers  &  soldiers  of  the  Massachusetts  army  now  raising  for  the 
defence  &  security  of  the  rights  and  lilierties  of  this  and  our  sister  colonies  in  america,  shall 
each  &  every  of  them  excepting  only  the  the  General  Officers  repeat  and  take  the  folowing 
Oath:  (viz)  I.  A  B.  swear,  I  will  truly  &  faithfully  serve  in  the  Massachusetts  army,  to 
which  I  belong,  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  estates,  lives  and  liberties  of  the  good 
people  of  this  &  the  sister  colonies  in  america,  in  opposition  to  ministerial  tyrany  by 
which  they  are  or  may  be  oppressed,  and  to  all  other  enemies  &  opposers  whatsoever; 
that  I  will  adhere  to  the  rules  &  regulations  of  s?  army,  observe  cS:  obey  the  generals  & 
other  officers  set  over  me:  and  disclose  and  make  known  to  said  officers  all  traitcrous 
conspiraces,  attempts  and  designs  whatsoever  which  I  shall  know  to  be  made  against  said 
army  or  any  of  the  english  american  colonies,  so  help  me  God  "  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol. 
206,  >.  3. 

On  the  same  day,  a  resolve  was  passed  empowering  muster-mastei's  to  administer  this 
oath,  and  another  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  an  oath  to  be  adminis- 
tered to  the  general  officers.  This  last  committee  made  the  following  report,  May  16, 
which  was  adopted :  — 

"  May  17,  1775.  Resolved,  That  the  general  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  army,  now 
raising  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this  and  our  sister  colo- 
nies in  America,  shall  each  and  every  of  them  repeat,  take,  and  subscribe  the  following 
oath,  to  be  administered  by  viz. : 

I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  that,  as  a  general  officer  in  the  Massachusetts  army,  I  will 
well  and  fiiitlifully  execute  the  office  of  a  general,  to  which  I  have  been  appointed, 
according  to  my  best  abilities,  in  defence  and  for  the  security  of  the  estates,  lives,  and 
liberties  of  the  good  people  of  this  and  the  sister  colonies  in  America,  in  opposition  to 
ministerial  tyranny,  by  which  tliey  are  or  may  be  oppressed,  and  to  all  other  enemies  and 
opposers  whatsoever;  that  I  will  adhere  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  said  army,  estab- 
lished by  the  Congress  of  {|  the  colony  of  ||  the  Massach^etts  Bay,  observe  and  obey  the 
resolutions  and  orders  which  are  or  shall  1)e  passed  by  said  Congress,  or  any  future  con- 
.  gress,  or  house  of  representatives,  or  legislative  body  of  said  colony,  and  such  committees 
as  shall  be  by  them  authorized  for  that  purpose;  and  that  I  will  disclose  and  malte  known 
to  the  authority  aforesaid,  all  traitorous  conspiracies,  attempts  and  designs  whatsoever, 
which  I  shall  know  to  be  made,  or  have  reason  to  suspect  are  making,  against  the  armj'-, 
or  anv  of  the  English  American  colonies."  —  Printed  Journals  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
1774-5,  p.  233. 

Artcmas  Ward,  who  was  commissioned  general  and  commander-in-chief.  May  20,  1775, 
took  his  oath  before  Mr.  Dexter,  by  oixlcr  of  the  congress ;  and  this  seems  to  have  estab- 
lished the  rule  for  administering  the  oaths  to  general  officers  appointed  by  the  provincial 
congress:  thus  the  president  was,  iu  like  manner,  directed  to  administer  this  oath,  to 
General  Frye,  June  23,  1775,  and  the  oath  was,  at  the  same  time,  altered,  by  adding  the 
words  "  or  house  of  representatives,  or  legislative  body  of  said  colony,"  in  contemplation 
of  the  meeting  of  the  representatives  in  a  new  assembly. 

Upon  the  rcestablishaicnt  of  the  General  Court,  measures  were  taken  to  relieve  public 
officers,  civil  as  well  as  military,  from  the  obligation  to  take  and  subscribe  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  supremacy  i-equiix'd  by  the  provincial  statute,  1719-20,  chapter  11.  The 
following  order  and  report  were  adopted :  — 

"  Aug.  16,  1775.  Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Ciishing,  and  Col.  Orne,  with  such 
as  the  honorable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  Oaths  are  proper  and 
necessary  to  be  taken  by  the  Officers,  Civil  and  Military,  who  mav  be  appointed  by  the 
honorable  Board.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  —  House  Journal,  p.  76. 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  Oaths  are  proper  &  necessary  to  be  taken 
by  the  Officers,  civil  &  military  who  may  be  appointed,  submit  it  as  their  Opinion,  that  it 
is  proper  &  necessary,  that  a  Bill  should  be  brougbt  in  to  oblige  all  Officers,  who  shall  be 
appointed  in  this  Colony,  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Office  prescribed  by  the  Laws  of  the  Colony, 
now  in  force,  and  authorising,  jmpc)wcring&  requiring  all  such  Officers  to  proceed  in  the 
Execution  of  their  respective  Offlccics  according  to  the  Laws  of  this  Colony,  notwith- 
standing any  provision  in  a  Law  of  this  Colony  made  &  passed,  iu  the  sixth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  King  George  the  tirst,  Chapter  the  fourth,  to  all  intents  &  pur- 
poses, as  if  such  Act  had  never  been  passed,  nntill  other  provission  shall  be  made  by  the 
Authority  of  the  Great  and  General  Court  —  By  Order  Sami-  Adams 

In  Council  Aug'  17   1775     Read  and  accepted    Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

Samt-  Adams  Seo'."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  206, />.  265. 

On  the  18th,  the  House  joined  in  accepting  this  report,  and  ordered  the  appointment  of 
a  joint  committee  to  brmg  in  a  bill  in  acordancc  therewith.  The  Council  refused  to  con- 
cur in  this  order,  but  voted  to  reconsider  and  recommit  the  report ;  and  in  this  the  House 
concurred.  The  following  is  the  committee's  second  report,  and  the  record  of  proceed- 
ings thereupon;  — 

""  The  within  named  Committee  humbly  Submit  It  as  their  opinion  that  it  is  necessary 
that  a  Bill  be  broncrht  in,  to  oblige  all  officers  civil  and  military,  who  shall  be  appointed 
in  this  Colony,  to  take  an  oath  in  the  Form  following  viz  '  1,  A.  li.  being  appointed,  to  the 
office  of  do  Solemnly  Swear,  that  I  will  honestly  faithfully  &  impartially 

execute  all  the  Duties  of  the  said  ofQcc,  according  to  the  best  of  ray  skill  and  abilities  So 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws.  —  1775-7G.  513 

[RKVOLUTIOXAUY  riililOD  —  "  COLOXY."] 

help  me  God'  and  to  authorize  and  require  all  officers  who  shall  be  appointed  and  Sworn 
as  aforesaid,  to  proceed  in  the  Execution  of  their  said  offices,  Avithout  taking  any  other 
oath  any  Law,  Usage  or^ Custom  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding.  — 

In  Council  Aug'  19  1775    Read  and  accepted    Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

Sam"-  Adams  Secry 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Aug  J  19.  1775  Read  &  Concurred  &  ordered  that 
Maj""'  llawley  M^  Cus-hing  &  Coll  Dwight  with  such  as  the  Honb'.  Board  shall  Join  be  a, 
Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly  Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

Jas  Warren  Speak'.  — 

August  19"'  1775.  In  Council  read  &  concurred  &  W™.  Sever  &  Bcnj^'.  Greenleaf  Esq" 
are  joined  P  Mourov  Dpy  Secry — 

The  Committee  of  both  houses,  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  prescribing  the  Form  of  an 
Oath  to  be  taken  by  all  Commission  Officers  withih  this  Colony,  beg  leave  to  report  a 
draught  herewith  exhibited  for  that  purpose  ^V^llch  is  Submitted 

Aiigt.  21.  1775.  ^  ord"-.  W  Sv:yvvi."  —  Ib{d.,p.  266. 

"  Aug.  21,  1775.  Benjamin  White,  Esq;  brought  down  the  Bill  prescribing  the  Form  of 
Oaths.  *  ■*  •  *  » 

A  M\\],  for  prescribing  the  Form  of  an  Oath  to  he  taken  by  the  Civil  and  Military  Officers 
of  this  (felony :  —  Was  read,  and  pass'd  to  Ije  Engross'd.  Sent  up."  —  House  Journal,  pp. 
89  and  90. 

On  the  22nd,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  the  Honse ;  and,  on  the  23rd,  by  the 
Council. 

The  following  entries  relate  to  this  chapter :  — 

"  Oct.  25, 1776.  Petition  of  Jon*  Hastings,  setting  forth—  That  he  has  by  Order  of 
General  Ward,  &  Committee  of  Safety  supplied  the  3Iassachusetts  Forces  since  the  19:!" 
April  last  1775  with  Provisions,  &  other  Articles  am!?  to  £9-5  „  14  „  5.  for  which  he  prays, 
that  he  may  be  paid  as  soon  as  may  be,  being  so  much  Mony  adyane'd  by  him,  and  like- 
wise prays,  that  an  allowance  may  be  made  him  for  his  time,  &  trouble  in  administring 
the  Oatlis  to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers  of  the  Army,  from  Jinie  IS'.i- 1775.  to  Sepr.  18'!"  1775. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved,*  that  there  be  allowed,  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury  of  this  State  to  Jon  *  Hastings  Esqr  in  full  discharge  of  the  several  articles 
charged  in  the  \vithin  Accompt  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  pounds.—  In  Council.  —  Read, 
&  Concurred.  —  Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Council."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXVI., 
p.  71. 

"  Feb.  3,  1777.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  ResoIved,t  That  all  Justices  of  the 
Peace  within  this  State  be  and  they  hereby  are  required  to  Swear  all  Soldiers  that  shall 
be  ready  to  take  the  Oath  required  to  be  taken  and  that  they  do  the  same  without  Fee 
or  reward. — 

In  Council  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council." — Ibid., 
p.  525. 

Chap.  6.  "  .lug.  8,  1775.  Resolved,  That  3  o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  be  assigned  to 
consider  what  Sum  shall  be  levied  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  by  Tax,  the  present 
Year. 

»  *  *  «  ■      «  « 

Resolved,  That  the  Sum  of  Forty  Thousand  Pounds,  be  raised  on  the  Polls  and  Estates 
of  the  Inhabitant-:  of  this  Colony  ;  and  likewise  a  Sum  sufficient  to  dcfrcy  the  Expences 
of  the  General  Court  the  present  Year:  And  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
the  Circumstances  of  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony,  to  determine  in  what  Manner  the 
Taxes  shall  be  laid",  and  to  rei)ort. 

Voted,  That  this  Committee  consist  of  one  Member  from  each  County,  and  that  the 
Members  of  each  County  agree  upon  some  Member  to  nominate  for  the  respective 
Counties ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  following  Gentlemen  were  appointed,  viz. 
Jlr.  Crane,  for  Suffolk,  .     Mr.  Greenledf,  for  Essex, 

Major  Fuller,  fov' Middlesex,  Major  Haicley,  for  Hampshire, 

Mr.  John  Turner,  for  Plymouth,  Dan.  Davis,  Esq;  for  Barnstable, 

•     Col.  Boicers,  for  Bristol,  Major  Goodwin,  for  York, 

Col.  Maynard,  for  Worcester,  Mr.  Fabyan,  for  Cumberland, 

Thomas  Rice,  Esq;  for  Lincoln,  Major  Smith,  {or  Berkshire." — House 

Journal,  pp.  53  and  54. 

••  Aug.  9,  1775.  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Goodman,  Capt.  Parker,  Major  Haioley,  3Ir. 
Greenleaf  and  Major  Bliss,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  how,  and  in  what  Manner,  those 
Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  who  have  Removed  from  one  Town  to  another,  shall  be 
taxed  ■'  —  Ibid.,  p.  59. 

"  Aug.  14,  1775.  The  Report  of  the  Committee  respecting  the  abating  the  Town  of 
Boston  and  some  other  suffering  Towns,  their  Colony  Taxes  in  Whole  or  in  Part,  read 
and  recommitted."  —  Ibid.,  p.  71. 

"  Aug.  16,  1775.  Ordered,  That  the  Messenger  of  the  House  direct  the  Attendance  of 
Deacon  Cheever,  and  Mr.  Devens,  that  they  may  inform  the  House  what  Part  of  the  Town 
of  Charlestoion  is  capable  of  paying  Taxes. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dix,  Mr.  Crane,  and  Mr.  Devens,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  proportioning  the  Sura  of  Forty  six  Thousand  Pounds,  upon  the  several  Towns 
ordered  by  this  "House  for  defreying  the  public  Charges,  and  for  the  Support  of  Govern- 
ment, agreeable  to  the  last  Valuation,  and  the  particular  Instructions  of  this  House."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  74. 

"  Aug.  21, 1775.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Roxbury,  reported. 
The  Report  was  read  and  accepted;  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  October  session,  chapter  LXVU. 
t  Ibid.,  December  session,  chapter  CXLI. 


514-  PiioviNCE  Laws.  —  1775-7G.  [Notes.] 

[revolutionary  period  —  "  COLONY."] 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Roxbury,  relative  to  their  Colony  Tax  the  current  Year,  beg  Leave  to  report 
Facts,  as  follows,  viz.  That  said  Town  of  Roxbury,  by  the  Troops  stationed  there,  and 
by  the  Enemy,  have  lost  the  Income  of  one  Third  Part  of  their  Real  and  Personal  Esta.e, 
as  ajjpears  by  their  Assessors.  That  the  Polls  in  said  Town  of  Roxbury,  pay  near  one 
Third  Part  of  their  Colony  Tax ;  by  which  it  appears,  said  Town  of  Roxbury  ought  to  be 
abated  two  Ninths  of  their  Colony  Tax  the  present  Year."  —  lbld.,p:  89. 

"  Aug.  24,  1775.    Resolved;  That  the  several  Abatements  hereafter  expressed,  be  made 
in  the  Province-Tax  for  the  Year  1775,  upon  the  several  Towns  hereafter  named,  viz. 
'  Boston,  the  whole, 

Roxbury,  two  ninths,  ,  of  their 

The  Towns  of  <  i!ff*f'^r'^'     .  one  fourth  Proportion  of 

^^  ^   ^  Charlestoion,  seven  eighths,  said  Tax 

Cambridge,  one  eighth, 

Glocester,  one  fourth, 

And  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Tax-Bill,  govern  themselves  accord- 
inglj',  in  proportioning  the  same."  —  Ibid.,  p.  101. 

"Sept.  20, 1775.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  by  this  Court  to  bring  in  a 
Tax-Bill,  be  instructed  to  insert  a  Clause  directing  the  Assessors  of  the  several  Towns 
in  this  Colony,  to  consider  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  now  in  the  Army,  as  Residents  in 
their  respectfve  Towns,  and  tax  them  accordingly.  Mr.  Wood,  was  appointed  on  said 
Committee,  in  the  lloora  of  Mr.  Devens,  otherwise  engaged."  —  Ibid.,  p.  107. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  Col.  Porter  and  Mr.  Jewett  were  added  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  Ining  in  a  tax  bill.  The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  on  the  27th,  and  after 
its  consideration  had  been  several  times  postponed,  it  was  discussed  and  recommitted, 
Oct.  4th,  and  Major  Hawley  and  Mr.  Sullivan  were  added  to  the  committee.  This  com- 
mittee was  ordered  to  sit  forthwith,  on  the  9th  of  Octol)er,  and  the  next  day,  upon  special 
assignment,  the  bill  was  further  considered,  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  to 
be  engrossed.  It  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  October  11th;  but  the  next  action  upon  it 
appears  to  have  been  on  the  31st,  when  the  House  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  that  one 
quarter  part  of  the  tax  on  Stockbridge  be  taken  otf,  and  put  on  West  Stockbridge,  in 
which  amendment  the  Council  concurred,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  enacted. 

A  petition  from  the  town  of  Sunderland  relative  to  the  apportionment  of  taxes  upon 
that  town,  and  the  town  of  Leverett  then  lately  set  otf  from  it,  was  presented  September 
27th ;  and  petitions  from  sundry  other  towns,  forabatementof  their  taxes,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
were  presented,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  legislative  year;  namely,  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Wellfleet,  under  date  of  May  30th,  whose  business  of  whaling,  and  gathering  oysters, 
upon  which  they  were  mainly  dependent,  had  been  ruined  by  the  British  cruisers;  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Topsham,  under  date  of  June  15th,  on  account  of  their  losses  by  the  stop- 
ping of  the  lumber  trade,  from  the  same  cause ;  by  the  inhabitants  of  Salem,  prepared  in 
a  town  meeting,  Jan.  1,  1776;  and  a  like  petition  from  the  town  of  Marblehead,  dated 
March  30,  1776,  — the  destruction  of  the  fisheries,  the  chief  business  of  the  inhabitants  of 
both  these  towns,  having  greatly  impoverished  them ;  a  petition  from  Dorchester,  dated 
Jan.  16,  1776,  praying  for  similar  relief,  and  another  from  Harpswell,  dated  Dec.  20, 
1776. 

The  petitioners  from  Salem  and  Marblebead  had  leave  to  withdraw;  but  no  action 
appears  to  have  been  taken  upon  the  other  petitions,  by  the  legislatures  of  1775  and  1776. 

The  following  petitions,  however,  were  acted  upon,  and  the  resolves  thereupon  passed, 
are  given  hereafter  at  the  end  of  the  respective  petitions  :— 

"  June  27,  1776.  Petition  of  the  Select  men  of  Hull  —  in  behalf  of 'the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town.— Setting  forth  — That  the  Town  consisted  of  about  Twenty  Families,  that 
were  liable  to  be  taxed  when  the  whole  were  together,  &  less  than  1000  Acres  ot  Land ;  that 
the  Inhabitants  were  assessed  for  their  proportion  of  the  province  tax  in  1773  :  but  in  the 
Winter  following  before  ft  was  collected  anumber  of  poor  persons  were  taken  with  the  Sun  I 
Pox,  whi:h  cost  the  Town  about  Eighty  pounds;  w'-;^  in  addition  to  the  common  expence.s  ol' 
the  poor,  was  so  great  a  burden  on  the  Town  as  render'd  it  next  to  impossible  for  them  u> 
pay  the  Tax  laid  in  that  Year,  &  in  the  Winter  following  they  were  again  visited  wiili 
Small  Pox  —and  finding  that  their  proportion  of  the  province  Tax  for  1774.  could  not  be 
Collected- they  Voted  that  it  shou'd  be  borrowed  —  but  before  this  was  done,  iKJstilities 
were  Commenced  by  our  Enemies  and  soon  after  the  Inhal)itants  were  removed  to  neigh- 
bouring Towns  which  deprived  them  of  the  Income  of  their  Farms  the  last  Year  and  the 
inhabitants  were  so  scatter'd  through  the  Country  that  the  Tax  for  1775.  was  not  assessed, 
and  indeed  had  it  been  — such  is  the  poverty,  and  real  distress  of  the  Town,  that  it  couUI 
not  have  been  Collected  — and  praying,  that  their  proportion  of  the  public  Taxes  for  1773. 
1774.  &  1775.  for  the  reasons  abovemention'd  may  be  remitted,  &c. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Resolved,'-  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Hull  in  behalf  of  said  Town  be  so  far  granted,  that  the  whole 
of  the  Province  Tax  which  is  set  on  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  for  the  Year  1775  be 
and  hereby  is  remitted  them.  In  Council.  Read,  &  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  the 
Major  part  of  the  Council."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX  V.,  p.  89. 

'«  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  the  Collony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  Honour- 
able the  House  of  Representatives  of  s<'  Colony  in  General  Court  assembled  — the  Petition 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth  by  their  Committee  Humbly  Sheweih 

That  your  Petitioners  have  been  reduced  to  the  most  distressing  Circumstances  by  Cap' 
Mowals  Burning  Great  part  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth  situated  on  the.  part  Call'd  the 
Neck,  by  which'Tyrannic  Act,  the  Inhabitants  have  been  turn'd  into  the  streets,  not  only 
their  Houses  but  part  of  their  Furniture  Provisions  &  Goods  destroy'd,  many  Family's 
not  a  Bed  to  lodge  on  nor  a  Blanket  to  Cover  them,  exposed  to  the  Incleraancy  ot  the 

■    ■  »  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CXXV. 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws.  — 1775-76.  516 

[UKVOI.UTIONAllY    PERIOD  —  ' '  COLOJNY."] 

weather  as  well  as  destitute  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life,  they  have  been  taken  into  the 
Houses  of  those  who  have  escaped  the  Flames  but  tiiriul  out  of  all  manner  of  Business 
which  puts  it  out  of  their  Power  to  raise  money  to  pay  their  Taxes,  those  also  that  are 
sctled  l)ack  from  the  Harbour  have  all  ways  had  their  dependance  on  the  Lumber  trade 
to  support  their  Family's  &  pay  their  Taxes,  but  as  that  branch  of  Business  by  the  non 
exportation  Agreement  is  entirely  cut  off  they  arc  left  without  any  possible  means  to 
raise  money  to  pay  the  Publick  Tax,  we  therl'ore  Humbly  Pray  that  your  Hon"  would 
take  oi'ir  peculiar  Circumstances  into  Your  wise  &  Compassionate  Consideration  & 
release  the  Town  of  Falmouth  fi'om  the  Province  Tax  laid  on  them  the  present  Year,  or 
Other  ways  Relieve  Your  Petitioners  as  you  in  your  Great  Wisdom  shall  see  fit  &  Your 
Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray  — 

Falmouth  Dec"  21^'  1775  jEDinrAH  Preble  ") 

Benj  Titcomb 

Enoch  Ilsley        ^Committee." 
William  Owen      [ 
John  Waits  J 

—  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  210,  p.  392. 

"  Jan.  5,  1776.  A  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland, 
setting  forth  the  distressing  Circumstances  to  which  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Town  are 
reduced  by  the  Burning  a  great  Part  of  the  Town  by  Capt.  Mowat,  and  praying  the  Court 
to  release  the  said  Town  from  the  Province  Tax  laid  on  them  the  present  Year,  or  other- 
wise relieve  them.    Read  and  ordered  to  lie. 

On  a  Motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  to  consist  of  three,  be  appointed  to  repair  to 
Falmouth,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  in  the  next  Recess  of  this  Court,  and  enquire 
into  the  State  and  Circumstances  of  that  Town,  and  such  other  Towns  as  they  may 
think  proper,  and  report  to  the  House  at  the  next  Session;  and  that  next  Tuesday,  10 
o'clock  A.  M.  be  assigned  for  the  Choice  of  such  Committee  by  Ballot."  —  House  Jour- 
nal, p.  114. 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Octb  23.  1776* 

Resolved  That  one  half  the  Tax  laid  by  this  Court  on  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Falmouth,  for  the  year  177-')  be  and  hereby  is  remitted  to  them  —  And  the  Assessors  of 
said  Town  are  hereby  impowcrcd  &  directed  to  abate  the  same  from  the  several  Persons 
in  the  Rate  Bill  in  such  a  manner  as  they  shall  think  most  reasonable  &  just  —  giving 
previous  notice  of  the  Time  &  Place  at  which  they  shall  agree  to  sit  to  make  such  abate- 
ments—   .  Sent  up  for  Concurrence    Saml  Fiieem  an  Speak  P-T 

In  Council  Octv  23'i  1776    Read  &  Concurr'd  John  Avery  Dpy  Seer 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  210,  p.  393. 

Dy  a  resolve,  passed  Oct.  24,  1777,  the  committee  of  correspondence,  &c.,  were  directed 
to  pay  the  taxes  assessed,  in  1774  nnd  1775,  on  refugees'  estates,  out  of  the  rents,  &c.,  of 
such  estates.    Sec  printed  resolves  of  1777-73,  tliird  session,  chap.  CCIII. 

"  State  of  the  Masechusets  Bav 

To  the  Hon"^!  Councel  and  Honi"  House  of  Representitives  in  General  Court  Assem- 
bled 

The  Petision  of  Thomas  Pratt  Samuel  Sprague  &  Jonathan  Green  in  behalf  of  the  Town 
of  Chelcey  in  the  Countv  of  Suffolk  Humbly  shewcth 

That  in  the  year  1775  there  was  Laid  on  said  Town  a  State  Tax  to  the  amount  of 
£99-3-7i  which  Sum  Never  Since  hath  ben  Assest  by  Reason  at  that  time  the  Greater  Part 
of  the  inhabitence  of  said  Town  was  Driven  from  their  fiirmes  and  have  Greatly  Sufferd 
not  only  by  the  Enemy  but  by  their  own  army  Great  Numbers  of  whicli  were  incampt  in 
said  Town  which  naturly  Prodnsed  Great  Distruction  not  only  of  the  Produce  of  the  Land 
but  also  of  fences  and  Buildings  your  Petitioners  therefore  Humbly  Pray  that  you  in  your 
\vonted  wisdom  and  Justis  would  Relax  the  above  tax  or  sum  Part  thereof  and  if  any 
Part  thereof  shall  be  though  Propper  to  be  Paid  by  said  Town  that  the  Hon"'  Court 
would  innabel  the  Preasent  assessors  to  assess  the  same  on  the  inhabitence  of  said  Town 
or  otherwise  Relieve  the  above-said  Town  as  you  in  your  Great  wisdom  shall  think  Prop- 
per. and  your  Petitioners  in  Deuty  Bound  shall  Ever  Pray  Thos  Pratt 

Chelcy  Feb''  34  1779      Samll  Sprague       Jonathan  Green."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  221,  p.  102. 

"  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  bouse  of  Representatives  Feb''  13  1779 

On  the  Petition  of  Tho^  Prat  &  Others  select  Men  of  the  Town  of  Chelsey 

t  Resolved  That  the  praver  of  the  Petitioners  be  so  far  granted  as  that  the  present  Asses- 
sers  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  impowered  to  assess  the  Inhabitants  of  said 
Town  of  Chelsev  the  sum  of  Ninetv  Nine  pounds  three  shillings  and  seven  pence  one 
farthing  it  being  the  sum  Laid  on  said  Town  as  a  State  Tax  in  the  Year  1775  which  sum  said 
Town  have  by  some  Means  hitherto  neglected  to  assess  or  collect  of  said  Inhabitants  And 
the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  issue  his  Warrants  to  the  Constables  of  said  Chelsey 
in  due  form  of  Law  for  the  collecting  the  same  —  Sent  up  for  Concurre 

John  Pickering  Spk' 

In  Council  Feby  15. 1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Seer 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  — /6ed.,  p.  101. 

Chap.  7.  During  the  third  provincial  congress  two  committees,  the  members  of  which 
were  enjoined  to  secrecy,  were  successively  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency^  of 
"  establishing  "  a  number  of  small,  armed  vessels  to  cruise  on  the  coast,  for  the  protection 
of  trade  and  to  annoy  the  enemy.  A  report  made  by  the  committee  last  appointed,  was 
repeatedly  considered,  but  the  subject  was  finally  "ordered  to  subside."  —  See  printed 
Journal,  of  June  19,  1775,  p.  361.  ,       ^ 

On  the  18th  of  July,  the  Continental  Congress  adopted  a. series  of  resolutions  recom< 

♦  Printed  resolvea  of  the  October  sessiou,  chapter  LX. 
f  Ibid.,  January  session,  chapter  CLXXIX. 
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mending  the  colonies  to  make  immediate  preparations  for  defence  on  land  and  sea,  and 
the  resolve  set  forth  in  the  preamble  to  this  chapter  is  one  of  these.  The  second  session 
of  tlio  General  Court  was  begun  September  20th,  and,  on  the  28th,  an  order  was  passed  in 
tlie  House,  appointing  a  committee  of  seven,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  fitting  out  a 
number  of  armed  vessels.  To  this  committee,  on  the  29th,  was  referred  the  petition  ot 
Ivory  Hovey,  in  behalf  of  nine  districts  in  Lincoln  County,  lying  "  between  Machias  and 
Penobscot:,"  praying  for  protection  from  British  men-of-war,  &c.  This  petition  was  taken 
from  another  committee,  to  which  it  had  been  referred  the  day  before.  The  result  of  this 
reference  was  the  following  report :  — 

"  Oct.  9,  1775.  The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Expediency  of 
fitting  out  armed  Vessels,  was  taken  iiito  Consideration.    Read,  and  acceiited. 

Whereas  the  unnatural  Enemies  of  these  Colonies  have  infested  the  Sea-Coasts  with 
armed  Vessels,  and  are  daily  endeavouring  to  distress  the  Inhabitants,  bij  plunderi?ifj  Live 
Stock,  and  making  Captures  of  Provision  and  other  Vessels,  being  the  Property  of  said 
Inhabitants :  Anil  ichereas  the  Grand  Congress  of  America,  hai^e  resolved  '  That  each 
Colony  at  their  own  Expence,  make  such  Provision  l)y  armed  Vessels  or  otherwise,  as 
their  respective  Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Committees  of  Safety  shall  judge  expedient, 
and  suitable  to  their  Circumstances  and  Situations,  for  the  Protection  of  their  Harbours 
and  Navigation  on  the  Sea-Coasts,  against  all  unlawful  Invasions,  Attacks  and  Depreda- 
tions, from  Cutters  and  Ships  of  War:*  And  whereas  it  is  the  Duty  and  Interest  of  each 
Colony  to  exert  itself  as  well  for  the  Purpose  of  keeping  Supplies  from  the  Enemy,  as  for 
those  mentiojied  in  the  Resolve  just  recited. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  now  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  the  Confiscation  of  all  armed  and  other  Vessels,  that  shall  be  taken  and  brought 
into  this  Colony,  together  with  their  Cargoes,  Appurtenances,  &c.  which  shall  have  been 
found  making  unlawful  Invasions,  Attacks  or  Depredations  on  our  Sea  Coasts  or  Naviga- 
tion, or  improved  in  supplying  the  Enemy  with  Provisions,  &c.  or  employed  by  them  in 
any  other  Respect  whatever.  —  And  that  Provision  be  made  in  said  Bill  for  encouraging 
such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  as  shall  for  this  Purpose  be  recommended  by  the 
Committees  of  Correspondence  and  Safety  of  the  Town  in  which  they  shall  dwell,  to  fit  out 
armed  Vessels  under  such  Regulations  as  the  General  Court  shall  order;  and  that  all 
Vessels  and  Cargoes  that  shall  be  taken  by  said  Inhabitants  or  others,  properly  author- 
ized to  take  the  same,  and  that  shall  be  legally  condemned  in  this  Colony,  shall  be  the 
Property  of  the  Captors,  they  paying  the  Charges  of  Condemnation.  Also  that  further 
Provision  be  made  in  said  Bill  for  determining  the  Salvage  that  shall  be  allowed  On  such 
Vessels  as  shall  be  retaken  from  the  Enemy  before  Condemnation;  and  for  erecting  a 
Court  for  the  Trial  and  Condemnation  of  all  Vessels,  Cargoes,  &c.  as  aforesaid,  that  shall 
be  taken  and  brought  into  this  Colony.    Accepted."  —  House  journal,  p.  lol. 

A  bill  was  accordingly  reported,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  October  14th, 
a  second  time,  on  the  17th,  and  a  third  time,  on  the  18th.  In  the  Council,  the  bill  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  October  27th,  with  amendments,  in  which 
the  House  concurred.  The  House  proposed  a  further  amendment,  November  1st,  substi- 
tuting North  Yarmouth,  for  Falmouth,  in  the  seventh  section,  which  the  Council  agreed 
to,  the  same  day,  and  the  bill  was  thereupon  passed  to  be  enacted,  and,  on  the  8th, 
was  ordered  *'  to  be  printed  in  the  Watertown  newspaper."  On  the  10th,  the  secretary  ^ 
by  direction  of  the  House,  laid  the  bill  on  the  table,  when  the  following  proceedings  en- 
sued :  — 

"The  Secretary  agreeable  to  Order,  laid  on  the  Table  the  Act  for  encouraging  the  fitting 
out  armed  Vessels. 

Upon  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Capt.  Bacheler  and  Mr.  Rawson,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  Resolve  impowering  any  Person  to  make  Captures  of  all  Vessels 
within  the  Predicament  of  those  made  liable  to  be  taken,  by  an  Act  for  encouraging  the 
fitting  out  armed  Vessels."  —  Ibid-,  p.  259. 

"  Nov.  10, 1775.  The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Resolve  impowering  any  Persons 
to  make  Captures  of  Vessels  in  certain  Cases,  reported.    Read  and  accepted  as  follows. 

Whereas  by  a  Law  of  this  Colony  made  in  the  present  Session  of  the  General  Court, 
Intitled  an  Act  for  encouraging  the  fitting  out  Armed  Vessels  to  defend  the  Sea-Coast  of 
America,  and  for  erecting  a  Court  to  try  and  condemn  all  Vessels  that  shall  bo  found 
Infesting  the  same  —  it  is  provided  that  all  Vessels  which  shall  be  brought  into  this  Colony, 
and  proved  to  be  the  Property  of,  or  any  Ways  employed  by  the  Enemies  of  the  United 
American  Colonies,  or  for  Supplying  the  said  Enemies,  shall  with  their  Appurtenances 
and  Cargoes  be  deemed  forfeited,  and  disposed  of  as  by  said  Act  is  ordered  and  directed, 
and  no  Provision  being  therein  made  for  Captors  not  legally  commissioned  therefor,  who 
in  certain  Cases  ought  to  meet  with  all  necessary  Encouragement. 

Resolved,  That  when  and  so  often  as  it  shall  appear  to  the  Judge  of  any  Court  by  said 
Act  provided,  that  any  Vessel  or  Vessels  which  shall  be  by  such  Court  condemned,  have 
been  taken  by  any  Inhabitants  of  the  \5mtQ<Ji  American  Colonies,  within  thirty  Leagues  of 
the  American  Shore;  in  that  Case  it  shall  be  lawful,  and  such  Judge  is  hereby  auth(»rize.l 
and  directed  to  awai'd  to  the  Captors  the  amount  of  what  such  Ve.sscl  or  Vessels  with 
their  Cargoes  and  Appurtenances  shall  produce,  after  deducting  the  Charges  of  Tryal  and 
Condemnation;  and  also  the  Sheritf's  Fees  for  Sale  at  public  Auction,  in  the  same  Man- 
ner as  would  have  been  done,  had  such  Captors  been  commissioned  with  Letters  of 
Marque  and  Reprisal,  by  any  of  the  Colonies  aforesaid.  Sent  \ip  for  Concurrence."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  264. 

"  In  Council  Novr  11'.''  1775    Read  &  concurred  -  Perez  Morton  Dpy  Secry 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  ArchiceSy  vol.  207,  p.  219. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  tempo- 
rary fcc-ljill  for  the  admiralty  courts.    On  the  29th,  this  committee  was  ordered  to  sit 
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forthwith.  Another  committee  was  appointed,  Jan.  8,  1776,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this 
purpose.  On  the  17th,  this  last-named  committee  was  directed,  by  the  House,  to  report 
forthwith,  and  that  the  bill  be  brought  in,  in  the  form  of  a  resolve.  On  the  24th,  the 
table  of  fees  reported  was  considered  by  the  House,  and  recommitted  to  another  commit- 
tee, "  the  House  having  previously  voted  that  the  judges  of  said  court  should  severally 
be  paid,  for  the  trial  of  any  cause,  at  tlie  rate  of  twenty  shillings  per  day."  On  the 
2uth,  the  following  resolve  was  reported  to  the  House  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Fees  to  l)e  hereafter  demanded,  and  rcceiv'd  in  the  Courts  of  A 
'  Admiraltv '  within  this  Colony,  shall  be  as  follows.  — viz  :  — 

£     8     d 
To  the  Constables  for  warning  a  Town  Meeting,  &  drawing  Jury  Men         .        .    -    2    - 

Forsummoning  each  Juror  or  Witness -    -    6 

To  the  Sherrif,  or  Constables  for  every  Miles  Travel  from  the  place  of  Abode  to 

the  place  of  Tryal  in  making  a  return  of  a  Warrant  or  Summons        .        .    -    -    2 
To  each  Juror,  or  Witness  for  every  miles  Travel  from  the  place  of  his  Abode  to 

the  place  of  Tryal --2 

To  every  Witness  for  attendance  ^  day -28 

For  the  attendance  of  the  foreman  of  the  Jury  in  each  cause  <^  day    •        .       .-46 

For  the  attendance  of  each  of  the  other  Jurors  <^  day -    4    - 

For  the  Clerk's  attendance  each  day -5- 

For  the  Sherrif,or  Constable's  attendance  each  ^  day   .       .        .       •        .       .    -    4    - 
To  the  Clerk  for  recording  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court,  for  every  Page  contain- 
ing twenty  four  lines  of  Eight  Words  in  a  line -    -    6 

For  taxing  the  bill -5- 

For  all  Attested  Copies  6'i  per  Page  as  above -    -    6 

To  the  Sherrif  for  Selling  a  Vessel,  &  Cargo  &c  paying  out  the  proceeds  to  the 
Captors  and  the  Fees  to  tbe  Colony  Treasurer  three  pence  on  the  pound, 
or  One,  and  a  Quarter  ^'  Cent  — 

To  the  Judge  for  receiving  Information -6- 

for  every  Warrant? ' -5- 

for  his  "rravel  from  home  to  the  place  of  Tryal  for  every  ten  miles    .       .        .    -    5    - 

for  every  Days  sitting  on  Tryal     • 1-- 

for  notifying, or  Advertiseing exclusive  of  the  Expence  to  y®  Printers        .        .    -    8    - 

for  every  summons  for  one.or  more  Witnesses •    -    -    6 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Wakren  Spk' 

In  Council.  Jany  25th  1776  Read  &  concurred  with  the  Amendment  at  A  —  viz',  at  A 
dele  '  Admiralty '  and  insert  *  Justice  for  the  Trial  of  the  Captures  of  Vessels '  sent  down 
for  Concurrence  Perez  Morton  Depy  Secry 

In  the  House  of  Repi'esentatives  Jan.  25"'  1776    Read  &  Concurrd  —  Sent  up  — 

J  Warren  Spk' 
Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  208,  ;p.  1. 
On  the  14th  of  February,  this  act  was  repealed  by  chapter  15,  for  reasons  which  appear 
in  the  preamble  and  notes  to  that  chapter;  but  it  was  revived  by  chapter  17,  which 
repealed  the  repealing  act.    Chapter  17  was  passed  March  19th,  whereupon  the  following 
preamble  and  resolve  were  adopted  :  — 

"Mar.  20,  1776.  In  Council  — Whereas  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Justice  for  the 
Counties  of  Suffolk,  Essex  and  Middlesex  (appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  at  their  Session  in  November  last,  intitled  an  Act  for  Eucourageing  the  fixing 
out  of  Armed  Vessels  to  defend  the  Sea  Coast  of  America,  and  for  Erecting  a  Court  to 
try  and  condemn  all  Vessels  that  shall  be  found  infesting  the  same)  has  appointed  certain 
days  for  holding  bis  Court  for  that  purpose  at  Ipswich  Viz  —  the  Eighteeth  nineteenth, 
Twentieth,  Twenty  First,  Twenty  Eighth,  and  Twenty  ninth  days  of  March  instant,  and 
it  being  inexpedient  that  those  Courts  should  be  held  untill  some  further  Regulation  shall 
be  made  relative  to  the  proceedings  therein —  It  is  hereby  Resolved  and  Ordei-ed  that 
the  Court  aforesaid  appointed  to  "be  held  on  the  days  aforesaid  (which  are  not  already 
Elapsed)  be  adjourned  until  monday  the  First  day  of  April  next  to  be  held  at  Ipswich  in 
the  County  of  Essex,  and  all  Processes,  Pleas,  and  every  matter  and  thing  whatsoever 
which  might  or  could  have  been  heard,  considered  and  determined  by  the  said  Judge  in 
Virtue  of  the  appointment  of  those  days  for  that  purpose  shall  and  may  be  heard  and 
determined  by  him  on  the  said  First  day  of  April  next,  and  they  are  hereby  continued  ac- 
cordingly.—And  all  Jurors  and  Witnesses  who  have  been  summoned  to  attend  in  pur- 
suance of  the  appohitment  aforesaid  shall  be  hereljy  hoklen  antl  are  accordingly  directed  to 
attend  said  Court  on  the  said  First  day  of  April  next,  and  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  pen- 
alties for  Nonattendance  as  if  the  said  Court  had  been  held  on  the  days  appoiiited  for 
holding  the  same.  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  &  Concurred  Consented  to 
by  Fifteen  of  the  Council." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX IV.,  p.  667. 

A  resolve  was  prepared,  June  4,  1776  — the  preamble  to  which  declares  that  the  judges 
of  admiralty,  and  others,  were  in  doubt  as  to  whether  or  not  the  warrant  for  the  sale  of 
prizes  condemned  under  this  act  must  be  directed  to  the  sheriff — directing  that  each 
judge  issue  his  warrant,  for  the  sale  of  prizes,  to  some  s-hcrilT within  his  jurisdiction;  but 
upon  this  resolve  no  action  appears  to  have  been  taken,  although  this  direction  had  been 
made  more  explicit  in  chapter  15,  which  was  repealed. 

Chap.  8.  The  bill  of  this  act  was  reported,  August  22, 177-5,  and,  after  a  second  reading, 
was  "  referred  to  the  next  session  of  this  court."  This  bill  came  up  again  for  consider- 
ation, October  Tiih,  and  had  its  third  reading  on  the  16th  or  17th,  after  one  or  two  postpone- 
ments. On  the  19th,  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  on  the  31st,  it  was  passed  to  be 
enacted. 
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•'  Nov.  7,  1775.  John  Taylor,  Esq;  brought  down  from  the  honorable  Board  a  Resolve 
concerning  the  necessary  Qualifications  of  Retailers  to  receive  Licences. 

Pass'd  in  Council,  viz.    In  Council,  November  7,  1775. 

Whereas  by  an  Act  of  this  Colony  made  in  the  sixteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  George  the 
third,  intitled  an  Act,  impowering  the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  within  this 
Colony  to  grant  Licences  to  Innholders  and  Retailers  in  certain  Cases;  it  is  among  other 
Things  therein  enacted,  that  the  several  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  each 
and  every  County  in  this  Colony,  who  have  in  any  Measure  been  interrupted  in  their  Proceed- 
ings (as  tnention'd  in  said  Act)  or  have  omitted  granting  Licences  as  usual,  are  thereby 
authorized  and  impowerect  at  their  first  Sessions  thereafter  to  be  held  respectively,  to  grant 
Licences  to  Innholders  and  Retailers  of  spirituous  Liquors,  or  common  Victuallers,  to  exer- 
cise their  respective  Callings  for,  and  during  tlie  Remainder  of  the  Year,  or  untill  the  Term 
at  which  by  Law  they  are  authorized  to  grant  suoh  Licences,  observing  the  Rules  and  Direc- 
tions of  the  Law  in  such  Cases  mnde  and  provided.  — Atid  no  Direction  is  given  in  the 
said  Act,  ichat  preliminary  Steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken  by  Innholders,  Retailers,  or  com- 
mon Victuallers,  in  order  to  qualify  them  for  the  said  EmploymerUs : 

It  is  therefore,  Resolved,  That  bufore  any  such  Licences  be  granted  to  Innholders, 
Retailers  or  common  Victuallers,  every  rerson  applying  to  the  several  Sessions  as  afore- 
said, before  they  are  Licenced,  shall  produce  a  Certilicate  from  the  major  Part  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  where  they  dwell,  recommending  them  to  be  Persons  of  sober 
Conversation,  suitably  qualified,  and  provided  for  the  Exercise  of  such  an  Employment; 
and  that  this  Resolve  be  published  in  Hand-Bills,  and  sent  into  each  TOwn  in  this  Colonj'. 
Sent  down  for  Concurrence.  Read  and  concurred  with  the  Amendment,  at  A.  viz.  at  A, 
insert — and  particularly  that  they  be  firmly  attached  to  the  Rights  and  Interest  of  their 
Country.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  —  House  Journal,  p.  239. 

"Consented  toby  Fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXIIL,  p.  325. 

Chap.  9.  On  the  fifth  of  December,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William  Cooper  and  William 
Story,  of  the  House,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  further  emission 
of  bills  of  public  credit.  The  bill  which  they  reported  having  had  three  readings,  was 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  December  8th,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  On  the  16th,  the  bill 
was  sent  for  by  the  House,  amended,  and  again  sent  up;  and  on  the  22nd,  it  was  passed 
to  be  enacted,  and  Capt.  Bragdon  and  Capt.  Morton  were  appointed  a  committee  to  super- 
intend the  impression  of  the  bills.  The  order  appointing  this  committee  was  reconsidered, 
the  next  day,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  superintendence  of  the  printing  be  done  by  a 
joint  committee,  of  which  the  two  gentlemen  previously  appointed  be  members,  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

In  the  mean  time  the  following  proposal  for  preparing  the  bills,  was  made  by  Paul 
Revere :  — 

"  Watertown  Dec""'  8,  1775 

I  the  Subscriber  agree  to  Engrave  the  Plates  &  make  the  necessary  altei'ations  in  the 
same,  and  Print  the  number  of  Bills  the  Hon^a.  House  of  Represta*.  shall  order,  for  the 
sum  of  one  penny  half  i)enny  old  Tcnor,each  Bill,  and  finde  the  Paper,  and  all  the  mate- 
rials, the  paper  to  be  equ.-U  to  the  last  Emmission. 

As  the  alteration  &  engraving  will  not  be  quite  so  much  work  as  the  last,  I  agree  to 
alow  thirty  Shillings  L,  Money  out  of  the  whole.  Paul  Revere 

Memorandam  The  Paper  for  the  last,  cost  me  Six  dollars  a  Rheam,  when  I  did  not 
expect  to  give  but  four,  which  made  44  Drillers  odds,  the  Committee  of  the  House  ordered 
the  paper  to  be  made,  &  did  not  agree  for  the  price,  &  I  was  obliged  to  pay  the  paper 
maker  his  demand. 

M'".  Cooper  to  bring  a  Resolve  for  Engageing  the  above  price  to  M^  Revere  &  to  direct 
y«  plates  to  be  d'^  to  him."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  138,7?.  271. 

This  proposal  was  accepted,  conditionally,  in  the  following  resolve:  — 

"Dec.  9,  1775.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  —  Resolved  that  Henry  Gardner 
Esq"".  Receiver  General  of  this  Colony,  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  deliver  unto  Mr 
P«iul  Revere  Engraver  the  two  pair  of  copper  Plates  now  in  the  keeping  of  said  receiver 
General,  from  which  the  last  Emission  of  Bills  was  struck  off.  one  p.air  of  said  plates  to  be 
delivered  upon  the  return  of  the  other,  —  &  that  Mr  Revere  be  directed  to  procure  with 
all  expedition  in  the  cntting  or  engraving  a  new  set  of  Plates  for  the  striking  off  Bills  of 
Publick  Credit  to  the  amount  of  Seventy  five  thousand  pounds.of  the  denominations  speci- 
fied in  the  Bill  now  pending  for  the  Emission  of  said  sum,  provided  the  same  i)asses  into 
an  Act;  &  that  he  be  allowed  for  said  Service  One  penny  and  a  halfpenny  Old  Tenor  for 
each  Bill  he  shall  strike  Ofi",  he  finding  Paper  and  every  material  that  shall  be  necessary, 
and  allowing  a  deduction  to  be  made  from  the  fwegoing  allowance  of  the  sum  of  thirty 
shillings  Lawful  money,  for  the  advantage  he  will  recieve  from  the  Old  plates;  and  that 
Colonel  Thompson  be  "a  Connnittee  to  taUe  into  keeping  said  Revere's  press  until  the 
Plates  shall  be  ready  for  the  striking  otf  said  Bills  or  any  part  of  them  —  In  Council  Read 
and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the  Council." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXI., 
p.  353. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  respecting  the  numbering  and  signing  of  the  bills,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  safe  custody,  were  as  follows  :  — 

"  Dec.  26,  1775.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Ordered  that  Mr  Wheeler,  Deacon 
Cheever,  Mr  Morgan  &  Mr  Pyncheon  with  such  as  the  Hon'''".  Board  may  join,  be  a 
Committee  to  sign  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  last  Omission.* — In  Council  Read  &  Con- 
curred &  James  Prescot  and  Joseph  Palmer  Esq",  are  joined  —Consented  to  by  fifteen  of 
the  Govm.d\."—Ibid.,p.  396. 

•  Sic. 
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"  Dec.  26, 1775.  The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve,  determining  how  the 
Bills  of  Credit  should  be  signed,  reported.    Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  by  this  Court  to  sign  and  number  the  Bills  of 
public  Credit,  of  the  Seventy-Jive  thousand  Pounds  Emission,  issued  by  a  late  Act  of  this 
Court,  be,  and  they  hereby  arc  directed  to  sign  them  in  the  following  Manner :  That  is  to 
say. 

The  several  Denominations  of  said  Bills,  from  eight  Pence  to  ten  Shillings,  shall  be 
sign'd  by  only  one  of  said  Committee,  in  such  Manner  as  they  shall  agree  among  them- 
selves; and  that  the  several  Denominations  of  said  Bills,  from  ten  Shillings  to  forty -eight 
Shillings,  shall  l)e  signed  by  only  two  of  said  Committee,  as  they  shall  agree.  The  sign- 
ing of  which  Bills  in  the  Manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  as  valid  and  effectual,  as 
though  each  Bill  was  signed  by  the  whole  of  the  Committee  appointed  as  aforesaid. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

Benjamin  Chadburne,  Esq;  brought  down  the  following  Resolve,  viz.  Resolved,  That 
Benjamin  Chadburne  and  Moses  Gill,  Esq'rs.  with  such  as  the  Hon.  House  shall  join,  I)e 
a  Committee  to  consider  of,  and  report  a  Resolve  directing  how  the  present  Emission  of 
Bills  of  Credit  shall  be  sign'd  and  numbered,  and  also  what  Allowance  the  Signers  and 
Numberers  shall  have  for  their  Services.  Sent  down  for  Concurrence."  —  House  Journal, 
pp.  75  a?irf.79. 

"  Dec.  27,  1775.  Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  Hon.  Board  to  know  if  they  have 
passed  upon  a  Resolve  of  this  House  directing  how  the  Bills  of  Credit  should  be  signed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart,  Col.  Cushing,  and  Mr.  Pitts,  be  a  Committee  to  consider 
what  shall  be  done  with  those  Bills  of  Credit  which  specify  a  different  Denomination  on 
the  Back  to  what  is  expressed  on  the  Face  of  the  Bill,  and  to  determine  how  they  shall  be 
received  in  Payment."  —  Ibid.,  p.  83. 

"Dec.  28,  1775.  The  House  considered,  and  non-concurr'd  a  Resolve  of  the  Hon. 
Board,  brought  down  the  26th  Current,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  Committee  to 
consider,  and  report  a  Resolve  directing  how  the  Bills  of  Credit  should  be  signed  and 
numbered,  and  what  Allowance  the  Signers  and  Numberers  shall  have  for  their  Services. 
Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Singletary,  Mr.  Brown  of  Abington,  and  Mr.  Phillips,  be 
a  Committee  for  that  Purpose. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  Hon.  Board  to  know  if  they  have  passed  upon  a 
Resolve  of  this  House  directing  how  the  Bills  of  Credit  should  be  sign'd.  Accordingly, 
Jedediah  Foster,  Esq;  came  down,  and  informed  the  House  that  the  Hon.  Board  had  non- 
concurr'd  the  said  Resolve.  ****** 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hopkins  be  on  the  Committee  for  signing  the  present  Emission  of 
Bills  of  Credit,  in  the  Room  of  Deacon  Cheever  excused. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  directing  how  the  Bills  of  Credit  should 
be  numbered  and  sign'd,  i-eported.  The  Report  was  read,  and  considered,  and  re-com- 
mitted."—  Ibid.,  pp.  84  and  87. 

"  Dec.  30,  1775.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Resolved  that  the  several  Bills  for 
compleating  the  sum  of  seventy  five  Thousand  pounds  which  this  Court  has  ordered  to  be 
emitted  by  a  late  Act,  be  signed  and  numbered  in  the  following  manner  Viz^  That  the 
Bills  of  the  several  denominations  from  eight  pence  to  seven  shillings  inclusively  be 
sign'd  by  any  one  of  the  committee  appointed  for  this  purpose,  as  said  committee  shall 
agree.  That  the  Bills  of  the  several  denominations  from  ten  shillings  to  Forty  eight  shil- 
lings inclusively  be  signed  by  any  two  of  the  same  committee  —  one  of  whom  shall  sign 
with  black  Ink,  and  the  other  with  red  Ink, — That  the  several  Bills  be  numbered  by  the 
above  mention'd  Committee  in  such  manner  as  shall  by  them  be  determined. —  la 
Council  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  l)v  Fifteen  of  the  Council." —  Council  Records, 
vol.XXXL,p.iV2. 

"  Jan.  1,  1776.  Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  Hon.  Board  to  enquire  if  they  have 
passed  upon  the  Resolve  directing  how  the"  Bills  of  Credit  should  be  signed."  —  House 
Journal,  p.  100. 

"  Jan.  4,  1776.  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  lay  upon  the  Table  the 
Resolve  of  Court  appointing  a  Committee  to  sign  the  Bills  of  Credit.  The  Secretary  laid 
the  same  on  the  Table  accordingly."  —  Ibid.,  ;j."llO. 

"Jan.  4,  1776.  In  Council  —  Whereas  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  have  been  ap- 
pointed for  signing  and  numbering  the  Bills  of  Credit, for  the  seventy  five  thousand 
pounds  Emission,  &  as  the  Publick  affairs  of  the  Colony  press  hard  upon  the  Board  they 
cannot  (without  injuring  the  publick)  spare  any  of  their  members,  in  the  hours,  they 
usually  sit  upon  business,  therefore  Resolved,  that  Colonel  Cushing,  with  such  as  the 
Honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  Consideration  the  matter  of 
signing  and  numbering  said  Bills,  &  report  some  effectual  mode  of  raising  a  Committee 
for  that  purpose,  so  that  the  Treasury  may  be  seasonably  supplied.  —  In  the  House  of 
Representatives  Read  and  Concurred  &  Colonel  Thompson  and  Mr  Crane  are  joined."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXXI.,  p.  423. 

"  Jan.  6,  1776.  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
matter  of  signing  and  Numbering  the  Bills  of  Credit,  for  the  seventy  five  thousand 
pounds  Emission,  &  report  some  effectual  Mode  of  rai.sing  a  Committee  for  that  purpose 
beg  leave  to  report,  That  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Board  the  4th  instant  tlicrc  be  two 
persons  appointed  by  this  Court  to  sign  and  number  said  Bills  in  the  Room  of  James 
Prescott  and  Joseph  Palmer  Esq"'  who  are  excused  — 

In  Council  Read  and  accepted  &  thereupon  Resolved,  that  two  persons  such  as  the 
Honorable  House  shall  choose  be  appointed  to  sign  and  number  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the 
last  emission,  in  the  room  of  James  Prescott  and  Joseph  Palmer  Esqrs  who  are  hereby 
excused. — 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Concurred  and  Doct  Rico  and  Major  Ely  ■ 
arc  appointed  to  sign  and  Number  tbe  Bills  accordingly,  and  the  Committee  are  directed 
to  set  forthwith. —    Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Ibid.,  p.  433. 

"  Jan,  8,  1776.  The  Committee  appointed  to  sign  the  Bills  of  Credit  were  directed  to 
provide  a  suitable  Room  for  their  Accommodation,  and  Fael  as  necessary."  —  House 
Journal,  p.  124. 

"Jan.  2i,  1776.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  taking  Care  of  the 
Bills  of  the  last  Emission  which  are  now  wholly  struck  oflF. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Batcheldor  be  on  the  Committee  for  signing  the  Bills  of  Credit,  in 
the  Room  of  Mi*.  Morgan  absent.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

«  *  «  *  *  * 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  taking  Care  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  of 
the  last  Emission  now  wholly  struck  oIF,  reported.    Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  the  Whole  of  the  Bills  for  the  Emission  of  the  Seventy  -five  thousand  Poimds 
are  now  printed  off,  and  the  Committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  Press,  have  moved  for  a 
Discharge.  Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  inspecting  the  Press,  deliver  the 
Chest,  together  with  the  Whole  of  the  Bills  which  i-emain  unsigned,  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  sign  the  same,  and  take  their  Receipt  therefor:  And  that  said  Committee  be 
directed  to  deposit  the  aforementioned  Chest  in  the  Treasurer's  Office.  Sent  up  for  Con- 
currence." —  Ibid.,  pp.  198,  199  and  201. 

"Jan.  25,  1776.  Charles  Chauncy,  Esq;  at  the  same  Time  brought  down  the  following 
Order  of  Council,  viz. 

Ordered,  That  Moses  Gill,  Esq;  with  such  as  the  Hon.  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee 
to  examine  what  Number  of  Sheets  of  the  Value  of  Ten  Pounds  and  Sixteen  Shillings 
each,  and  what  Number  of  Sheets  of  the  Value  of  One  Pound  and  Four  S/iillings  each, 
of  the  Emission  for  Seventy  five  Thousand  Pounds,  have  been  stamped  or  struck  off,  and 
to  separate,  and  put  into  different  Bundles  each  Sort  of  Sheets,  marking  the  Value  of 
each  Bundle,  and  make  report  to  this  Court  what  Number  of  Sheets  there  are  of  each  De- 
nomination. Sent  down  for  concurrence.  Read  and  concurr'd,  and  Capt.  Bragdon  and 
Capt.  Stotie  are  joined."  —  Ibid.,  p.  208. 

".Jan.  30,  1776.  James  Prescott,  Esq;  brought  down  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
both  Houses,  aiipointed  to  Number  and  separate  the  Sheets  of  Bills  of  the  Emission  for 
Seventy-five  thousand  Pounds."  —  Ibid.,  p.  228. 

"  Feb.  3,  1776.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Setoall  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  signing  the 
Bills  of  Credit  of  the  last  Emission.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  — Ibid.,  p.  240. 

"  Feb.  5,  1776.  The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  number  and 
separate  the  Bills  of  Credit,  &c.  with  the  following  Vote  of  Council  thereon. 

In  Council,  January  30,  1776.  Read,  and  recommitted,  and  the  Committee  are  directed 
to  examine  the  Sheets  of  each  Denomination  in  the  Treasurer's,  Committee  of  Council's, 
and  Comraittee  of  Cloathing's  Hands.  Sent  down  for  Concurrence.  Read  and  concurr'd." 
—  IUd.,p.1\'6. 

"  Mar.  27,  1776.  On  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Col.  Freeman  and  Deacon  Bradley,  with 
such  as  the  honorable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  settle  with  and  examine  the 
Receipts  of  the  Committee  for  signing  the  last  Emission  of  Bills  of  public  Credit." — Ibid., 
p.  46. 

"  Apr.  19,  1776.  The  Comraittee  appointed  to  Sign  and  Number  the  Bills  for  the  Emis- 
sion of  Seventy-five  Thousand  Pounds,  reported.  Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Davis, 
Deacon  Ratoson  and  Col.  Spau/di^r/."  —  Ibid.,  p.  148. 

"  May  1,  1776.  The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Receipts  of  a  Comraittee  ap- 
pointed to  Sign,  Number  and  deliver  into  the  Hands  of  Hervry  Gardner,  Esq;  Receiver- 
General  of  this  Colony,  the  Bills  for  the  Emission  of  Seventy-five  Thousand  Pounds,  having 
attended  that  Service,  reported  the  following  Resolve,  tnz.    Read  and  accej/ted. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Receipts  l)e  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  and  the  said  Super- 
numary  Sheets  be  delivered  into  the  Hands  of  Col.  Orne,  to  be  disposed  of  as  this  Court 
shall  Order,  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  discharged.  Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  — 
lbid.,p.Tl^. 

"  Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Council."  —  Council  Records',  XXXIV.,  p.  829. 

"  Apr.  19,  1776.  A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Uxbridge,  informing  the  Court  that 
the  following  Persons  do  utterly  refuse  to  take  the  Continental  Bills,  or  the  Bills  of  any 
of  the  United  Colonies,  in  discharge  of  any  Debt  or  Account  whatsoever,  viz. —  Moses  Far- 
num,  David  Farnum  and  Jonathan  Farnum,  alledging  a  scruple  of  Conscience,  being  of 
the  Denomination  of  Christians  called  Quakers.  Read  and  committed  to  Major  Good- 
man,  Col.  Doan  and  Major  Bryant."  —  House  Journal,  p.  154. 

Chap.  10.  The  provincial  congress  attempted  no  direct  changes  in  the  laws  relating 
to  the  formation  and  regulation  of  the  militia;  but  recognizing  the  old  establishment, 
they,  as  early  as  the  26th  of  October,  passed  resolves  authorizing  the  committee  of  safety 
to  muster  the  militia,  upon  an  alarm,  and  earnestly  recommending  all  officers  and  privates 
to  obey  the  orders  and  calls  of  that  committee.  Thej',  also,  at  the  same  time,  made  pro- 
vision for  the  subsistence  of  the  forces,  when  on  duty,  and  for  the  purchase  of  cannon  and 
gun-carriages,  ammunition  and  ordnance  stores.  By  another  resolve  they  recommended 
such  companies  of  the  militia  as  had  not  already  chosen  officers,  to  proceed,  forthwith,  to 
choose  them;  the  officers  so  chosen,  to  immediately  meet  and  divide  the  regiments  — 
restricting  their  limits  when  necessary — and  to  elect  field  officers.  These  field  officers 
were  requested  to  forthwith  endeavor  to  enlist  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  respective  com- 
panies, and  to  form  them  into  new  companies  of  at  least  fifty  privates  each,  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  for  immediate  service.    Each  of  these  companies  was  recommended 
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to  cboosc  a  captain  and  two  nontenants,  and  the  captains  and  subalterns  were  to  lorm 
them  into  battalions  of  nine  companies  each,  and,  when  so  formed,  field  officers  were  to 
be  elected  for  them.  This  subsidiary  organization  of  active  militia,  which  soon  became 
known  as  "  minute-men,"  was  placed  under  the  command  of  five  general  officers,  appointed 
Fel)ruary  9,  1775,  "to  command,  lead  and  conduct"  it  in  opposing  and  resisting  any 
attem.pt  "for  carrying  into  c.Kecntion,  by  force,"  the  recent  act  of  parliament  for  better 
regulating  the  government  and  for  the  more  impartial  administration  of  justice  in  the 
province. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  measures  were  taken  for  the  formation,  in  conjunction  with  the 
governments  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire,  of  a  standing  army,  and 
on  the  23rd,  this  business  having  been  accelerated  by  the  affair  at  Lexington  and  Concord, 
on  the  19th,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  "that  an  array  of  30,000  men  be  immediately 
raised  and  cst.ablishcd,"  and  "  that  13,G00  men  be  raised  immediately  by  this  province." 

From  this  time  forth,  although  the  authority  of  the  committee  of  safety  still  extended 
over  the  whole  militia,  and  was  confirmed  in  the  revised  resolves  adopted  May  19ih.  the 
attention  of  Congress,  in  respect  to  military  affairs,  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  organiza- 
tion, equipment,  augmentation,  subsistence  and  movements  of  the  "  Continental  Army," 
which  was  also  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  of  safety. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  the  Continental  Congress  passed  the  resolves  which  have  been 
already  referred  to  (note  to  chap.  7,  ante),  and  which,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  organiz- 
ation of  the  militia,  are  as  follows  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  United  English  Col- 
onies in  North-America,  that  all  al)le  bodied  effective  men,  between  sixteen  and  fifcy 
years  of  age  in  each  colony,  immediately  form  themselves  into  regular  companies  of  mili- 
tia, to  consist  of  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  ensign,  four  Serjeants,  four  corporals, 
one  clerk,  one  drummer,  one  fifer,  and  about  sixty-eight  privates. 

That  the  officers  of  each  company  be  chosen  by  the  respective  companies. 

That  each  soldier  be  furnished  with  a  good  musket,  that  will  carry  an  ounce  ball,  with 
a  bayonet,  steel  ramrod,  worm,  priming  wire  and  brush  fitted  thereto,  a  cutting  sword  or 
tomahawk,  a  cartridge-box,  that  will  contain  twenty-three  rounds  of  cartridges,  twelve 
flints  and  a  knapsack. 

That  the  companies  be  formed  into  regiments  or  battalions,  officered  with  a  colonel, 
lieutenant-colonel,  two  majors,  an  adjutant,  or  quarter-master. 

That  all  officers  above  the  rank  of  a  captain,  be  appointed  by  the  respective  provincial 
assemblies  or  conventions,  or  in  their  recess,  by  the  committees  of  safety  appointed  by  said 
assemblies  or  conventions. 

That  all  officers  be  commissioned  by  the  provincial  assemblies  or  conventions,  or  in 
their  recess  by  the  committees  of  safety  appointed  by  said  assemblies  or  conventions. 

That  all  the  militia  take  proper  care  to  acquire  military  skill,  and  be  well  prepared  for 
defence  by  being  each  man  provided  with  one  pound  of  good  gnn-powder,  and  four 
pounds  of  ball,  fitted  to  his  gun. 

That  one  fourth  part  of  the  militia  in  every  colony,  be  selected  for  minute  men,  of  such 
persons  as  are  willing  to  enter  into  this  necessary  service,  formed  into  companies  and  bat- 
talions, and  their  officers  chosen  and  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  to  be  ready  on  the  short- 
est notice,  to  march  to  any  place  where  their  assistance  may  be  required,  for  the  defence 
of  their-own  or  a  neighbouring  colony ;  and  as  these  minute  men  may  eventually  be  called 
to  action  before  the  whole  body  of  lihe  militia  are  sufficiently  trained,  it  is  recommended 
that  a  more  particular  and  diligent  attention  be  paid  to  their  instruction  in  military  dis- 
cipline. 

That  such  of  the  minute  men,  as  desire  it,  be  relieved  by  new  draughts  as  aforesaid, 
from  the  whole  body  of  the  miUtia,  once  in  four  months. 

As  there  are  some  people,  vvho,  from  religious  principles,  cannot  bear  arms  in  any  case, 
this  Congress  intend  no  violence  to  their  consciences,  but  earnestly  recommend  it  to  them, 
to  contribute  liberally  in  this  time  of  universal  calamity,  to  the  relief  of  then*  distressed 
Ijrcthren  in  the  several  colonies,  and  to  do  all  other  services  to  their  oppressed  country, 
which  they  can  consistently  with  their  religious  principles. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  or  conventions  in  the  respective  colonies  to 
provide,  as  soon  as  possiljle,  sufficient  stores  of  ammunition  for  their  colonies ;  also  that 
they  devise  proper  means  for  furnishing  with  arms,  such  effective  men  as  are  poor  and 
unable  to  furnish  themselves. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  colony  to  appoint  a  committee  of  safety,  to  superintend 
and  direct  all  matters  necessary  for  the  security  and  defence  of  their  respective  colonies, 
in  the  recess  of  their  assemblies  and  conventions.    • 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  makers  of  arms  for  the  use  of  the  militia,  that  they 
make  good  substantial  muskets,  with  barrels  three  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  that  will 
carry  an  ounce  ball,  and  fitted  with  a  good  bayonet  and  steel  ram-rod,  and  that  the  mak- 
ing such  arms  be  encouraged  in  these  United  Colonies. 

Where  in  any  colony  a  militia  is  already  formed  under  regulations  approved  of  by  the 
convention  of  such  colony,  or  by  such  assemblies  as  arc  annually  elective,  we  refer  to  the 
discretion  of  such  convention  or  assembly,  either  to  adopt  the  foregoing  regulations  in  the 
whole  or  in  part,  or  to  continue  their  former,  as  they,  on  consideration  of  all  circum- 
stances, shall  think  best."  —  Journals  of  Congress. 

On  the  seventh  of  August,  these  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  were  referred  to 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  instructions  to  take  them  into  consid- 
eration, and  report  "  what  is  proper  to  be  done  by  this  House,  relative  to  that  matter  in 
this  eolony."  This  committee,  the  next  day,  reported  a  resolve  that,  agreeably  to  the 
above  resolves,  the  court  proceed  to  the  choice  of  field  ofUcers  for  the  several  regiments 
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of  militia  throughout  the  colony,  "as  quick  as  may  be,"  which  i-eport  was  "ordered  to 
lie  on  the  taVjIe  until  the  next  session  of  this  court." 

At  the  second  session,  the  subject  was  resumed,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  "  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  militia  of  this  colony."  This  was  on  Septeml>cr  26th. 
On  the  third  of  October,  this  committee  was  ordered  to  sit  forthwith,  and,  on  the  13th, 
some  changes  in  the  committee  having  been  made  in  the  mean  time,  the  draught  of  a  bill 
was  brought  down  from  the  Council.  The  bill  had  its  first  reading,  in  the  House,  Oct. 
16th,  by  special  assignment,  and  its  second  reading,  Oct.  19th,  after  two  postponements, 
and  was  then  refused  a  third  reading,  and  another  change  was  made  in  the  committee. 
On  the  21st,  the  Council,  in  answer  to  a  message  from  the  House,  replied  that  the  bill  "  is 
recommitted,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  chairman";  and,  on  the  same  day,  a  new  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill.  On  the  23rd,  Col.  Otis  was  substituted  on  this  com- 
mittee, for  "  Major  Hawley,  on  other  duty  "  and  an  order  was  passed  that  the  colnmittee 
'« bring  in  a  Ijill  providing  that  the  officers  of  the  companies  be  chosen  by  the  companies ; 
that  the  field  officers  be  chosen  by  the  Assembly;  and  that  all  bo  commissionated  by  the 
Council."  On  the  next  day,  the  committee  was  ordered  to  "  proceed  on  that  business," 
and  the  following  i)roceedings  ensued :  — 

"  Oct.  25, 1775.  Upon  a  Motion,  the  Question  was  put,  Whether  there  be  any  Necessity 
or  Advantage  in  making  an  Alteration  in  the  Appointment  of  Military  Officers,  different 
from  what  is  now  established  by  the  Resolves  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Assembly ;  which  pass'd  in  the  Affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Ilatvlei/,  Mr.  Gernj,  Col.  Orne,  Col.  Bowers  and  Col.  Grout,  be  a 
Committee  to  confer  with  a  Committee  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  honorable  Board, 
with  regard  to  the  Method  of  appointing  Militia  Officers,  and  the  best  and  most  advanta- 
geous Steps  to  be  taken  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Militia  in  this  Colony."  —  House  Jour- 
nal, p.  196. 

"  A  Message  from  the  major  Part  of  the  honorable  Council,  by  the  Secretary. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

The  Council  view  with  the  deepest  Concern  the  unhappy  Dissention,  between  them  and 
the  honorable  House  of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  Right  of  appointing  the  Military 
Officers  in  this  Colony,  and  the  growing  ill  Consequences  which  necessarily  result  from 
such  Disunion. 

The  Council  have  no  Desire  unduly  to  extend  and  exercise  the  Powers  vested  in  them, 
and  are  far  from  having  a  Disposition  to  altercate  with  the  honorable  House ;  they  wish  a 
Coalition  of  Sentiment  with  them  in  every  Point.  No  Motives  short  of  what  appears  to 
them  to  l)e  their  indispensable  Duty  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  claim  an  exclu- 
sive liiglit  of  appointing  sxich  Officers.  Could  they  give  it  up  consistent  with  the  Obliga- 
tions they  feel  themselves  under  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  Charter,  as  recommended  by  the 
Hon.  the  American  Congress,  they  would  do  it  with  Pleasure. 

In  order  therefore  to  put  an  end  to  tliis  Dispute,  and  have  it  ascertained  with  whom  is 
the  Right  of  appointing  such  Officers,  the  Council  propose  and  offer  it  for  the  Considera- 
tion of  the  lion.  Houl;c,  that  they  immediately  make  a  joint  Application  to  the  lion,  the 
American  Congress,  by  whose  Advice  and  Countenance  this  Colony  have  set  up,  and  now 
exercise  the  powers  of  Government,  and  to  whose  Counsels  it  is  necessary  we  should  con- 
form, for  their  Determination  thereon 

Council  Chamber,  Nov.  3d,  1775.  Signed  by  a  Major  Part  of  the  Council. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Major  Hawleij,  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Grout,  and  Col. 

Orne,  with  such  as  the  honorable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report 

a  Method  of  appointing  Officers  in  the  Militia,  that  shall  be  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the 

■  Continental  Congress,  and  best  calculated  to  promote  the  Interest  of  the  Colony."  —  Ibid., 

p.  228. 

"  Nov.  7,  1775.  Saimiel  Holten,  Esq;  came  down  from  the  honorable  Board  with  a 
Message,  desiring  that  the  House  would  lay  before  them  a  Resolve  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  to  which  the  Referrence  is  had  in  a  late  Order  of  this  house,  proposing  a  joint 
Committee  for  considering  the  Method  of  appointing  Officers  in  the  Militia. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Porter  go  to  the  honorable  Board  with  the  Resolve  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  respecting  the  appointing  Officers  in  the  Militia."  —  Ibid.,  p.  237. 

"Nov.  9,  1775.  The  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  another  Message  from  the 
honorable  Board,  reported. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Major  Tlawley,  Col.  Orne, 
Col.  Saycr,  Mr.  UopJcim,  Mr.  Partridge  and  Col.  Thompson,'he  a  Committee  to  wait  on 
the  Major  Part  of  the  honorable  Board  with  the  following  Message,  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Honors,  * 

This  House  have  considered  your  Message  of  the  third  Instant  with  equal  Candor  and 
Concern.  When  they  observe  that  in  the  same  Message  wherein  your  Honors  intimate 
that  you  judge  it  to  be  your  indispensable  Duty  to  maintain  a  Claim  of  an  exclusive 
Right  of  appointing  Military  Officers  in  this  Colony,  you  expressly  acknowledge  that  it  is 
by  the  Advice  and  Countenance  of  the  honorable  the  American  Congress,  that  tliis  Colony 
have  set  up  and  now  exercise  the  Po\TCrs  of  Government,  and  to  whose  Councils  it  is 
necessary,  we  should  conform.  When  they  also  consider  the  Clearness  and  I'rccision  of 
the  Resolutions  of  the  said  American  Congress,  of  the  Eighteenth  of  July  last,  touching  the 
Method  of  appointing  Military  Oflicera  'in  all  the  United  English  Colonies  in  North- 
America,'  and  at  the  same  Time  recollect  that  this  Colony  has  hitherto  considered  her- 
self as  one  of  them,  ever  since  that  Union  took  Place;  they  are  constrained  to  lie  of 
Opinion  that  the  alx)vesaid  exchisive  Claim  of  the  honorable  Council  is  altogether  inde- 
fensible in  any  Consistency  with  the  aiiovesaid  Resolutions ;  and  that  it  amntjt  fail  to 
infer  Dishonor  and  Disgrace  both  on  your  Honors  and  this  House,  cither  jointly  or  sever- 
ally to  mako  an  Application  to  the  honorable  Congress  foV  their  Determination  on  the 
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Meaning  of  their  Resolves,  ami  the  Justness  and  Propriety  of  your  Honor's  Claim  above- 
mentioned,  as  well  as  imply  an  Imputation  on  tho  honoralilo  Body  of  Obscurity,  want  of 
Correctness  and  Precision  in  so  important  Resolutions  made  lor  all  tlie  said  ("olonies, 
which  appear  to  this  IIoti»e  so  plain,  as  that  he  that  runs  may  read."  —  Ibid.,  p.  251. 

"  Nov.  10,  1775.  The  Secretary  came  into  the  House  and  read  the  following  Message. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  litpresentatives. 

Your  Message  of  Yesterday,  relative  to  the  Appointment  of  Military  Officers,  has  been 
considered  by  the  Council  with  Candour,  as  they  presume;  and  certainly  with  deep  Con- 
cern, that  a  Controversy  of  this  Nature  should  be  raised  and  continued,  at  a  Time  of  the 
most  eminent  Danger,  when  our  ALL  is  at  Stake,  and  when  Union  and  Stability  of  Councils 
and  Actions  are  particularly  necessary  to  the  Preservation  of  our  remaining  Sea-Ports, 
against  the  Depredations  of  our  Enemies.  The  Council  are  not  contending  for  Victoiy ; 
in  tills  Case  they  would  wish  to  be  vanquished,  if  the  honorable  American  Congress 
would  permit  it ;  they  have  very  high  Conceptions  of  the  Wisdom  of  that  august  Body ; 
and  have  never  considered  them  as  a  Body  of  Obscurity,  nor  imputed  to  them  a  Want  of 
Correctness  and  Precision ;  but  being  composed  of  fallable  Men,  tho'  wise,  'tis  possible, 
that  some  of  their  Resolutions  may  not  be  so  plain  to  others  as  to  the  honorable  House, 
who,  perhaps,  can  read  as  they  run.  The  Council  have  not  uiseernment  enough  to  be 
apprehensive  of  Dishonour  and  Disgrace  by  an  Application  in  this  Case,  to  the  honorable 
Congress  :  If  the  honorable  House  have  such  Fears,  they  may  avoid  the  Charge;  if  they 
have  not,  the  Council  would  wish  for  such  a  joint  Application,  as  was  proposed  in  their 
Message  of  the  third  Instant. 

The  Council  have  considered  the  Resolve  of  the  honorable  Americayi  Congress  of  June 
ninth  past,  in  which  it  is  recommended  to  this  Colon}',  in  order  to  conform  as  near  as 
may  be  to  the  Spirit  and  Substance  of  the  Charter,  to  chuse  Representatives,  which 
Representatives  or  Assembly  should  elect  Counsellors,  which  Asseniljly  and  Council, 
should  exercise  the  Powers  of  Government,  until  a  Governor  of  his  Majesty's  appoint- 
ment, will  consent  to  govern  the  Colony  according  to  its  Charter.  —  They  have  also  con- 
sidered their  Pvesolve  of  the  eighteenth  of  July  past,  wherein  it  is  recommended  to  all  the 
Inhaliitants  of  the  United  English  Colonies,  to  regulate  their  Militia  in  such  Manner  as  is 
thei'cin  mentioned;  and  among  other  Things  it  is  therein  recommended,  that  all  Officers 
above  the  Rank  of  a  Captain,  be  appointed  by  their  respective  Provincial  Assemblies  or 
Conventions :  And  that  all  Officers  be  commissioned  by  the  said  Provincial  Assemblies  or 
Conventions,  or  in  their  Recess,  by  the  Committees  of  Safety,  appointed  by  said  Assem- 
blies or  Conventions. 

The  first  of  these  Resolves,  specially  respected  this  Colony,  and  this  only;  the  other 
was  a  general  Resolve,  and  did  not  mention  this  Colony :  The  Council  considered  them- 
selves bound  by  the  first,  to  exercise  the  Powers  of  Government,  as  near  as  might  be  to 
the  Spirit  and  Substance  of  the  Charter;  and  we  presume  the  honorable  House,  on  the 
seventh  of  August  past,  considered  it  in  the  same  Point  of  View,  or  they  would  not  have 
^recommended  to  the  Board'  to  make  Appointments  for  Military  Service.  The  other 
Resolve  being  general,  and  this  Colony  not  specially  mentioned  therein,  the  Coimcil  pre- 
sume was  not  intended  in  the  Case  of  Appointments  and  commissionating  Military  OflS- 
cers,  to  effect  this  Colony,  or  in  this  Case,  to  repeal  the  first  of  said  Resolves;  and  the 
Council  have  appointed  and  commissionated,  as  conformable  as  may  be,  to  said  first 
Resolve,  without  any  Intimation  of  Complaint  from  the  honorable  House  in  their  late 
sitting,  nor  'till  very  lately  in  their  present. 

The  Council  may  truly  boast  a  firm  Attachment  to  the  natural  Rights  of  Men;  and  if 
there  is  an  Incompatibiiity  between  those  Rights  and  the  Charter-Constitution  of  this 
Colony,  the  Council  can  only  lament  their  being  bound  to  the  Observation  of  such  a  Con- 
stitution :  But  considering  themselves  thus  bound,  they  have  -religiously  observed  the 
same,  in  order  to  preserve  the  Union  of  the  Colonies :  But  as  the  continuing  this  Contro- 
versy, will  expose  to  our  merciless  Enemies  this  distressed  Countr}',  especially  upon  the 
Sea  Coast,  for  Want  of  a  well  regulated  Militia;  the  Council  do  most  ardently  Desire, 
that  the  honorable  House  would  explicitly  order  their  Claim  to  subside  for  the  present,  or 
point  out  some  other  Mode  of  Proceeding,  by  which  the  Militia  may  be  immediately  set- 
tled, and  our  Country  saved  from  impending  Ruin."  —  Ibid.,  p.  261. 

"  Nov.  11,  1775.    The  Committee  on  the  Message  from  the  honorable  Board,  reported. 

Read  and  accepted.  Resolved,  That  Col.  Grout,  Deacon  Ratoson  and  Mr.  Story,  be  a 
Committee  to  wait  on  the  honorable  Council  with  the  following  Message. 

May  it  please  your  Honors, 

The  House  propose  to  the  honorable  Board  at  twelve  o'clock  this  Day,  by  joint  Ballot  with 
them  to  come  to  the  Choice  of  some  suitable  Person  to  such  Service  and  Command  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  as  is  expressed  in  a  Message  from  the  honorable  Council  to  this 
House  of  the  seventh  Instant;  which  Person  when  chosen,  shall  be  accordingly  Commis- 
sioned by  the  honorable  Council.  *  *  *  « 

The  Committee  on  the  Message  from  the  honorable  Board,  reported  again.  Read  and 
accepted. 

The  multiplicity  of  important  public  Affairs  ichich  have  been  under  the  Consideration  of 
this  Court  during  this  Session,  having  luiavoidably  prevented  a  new  Appointment  of  Mili- 
tary Officers  within  this  Colony ;  and  it  being  of  the  titmost  Importance  to  the  Safety  of 
the  Colony,  that  the  Militia  thereof  should  6e  loell  equipt  and  disciplined,  and  in  the  best 
Posture  of  Defence. 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  several  Military  Officers  who  have  been  chosen  by  the  People  of 
this  Colony,  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  and  Recommendation  of  the  late  Provincial  Con- 
gress, l)e,  and  hereby  arc  Ordered  to  remain  and  continue  in  the  several  Stations  to  which 
they  were  appointed  as  aforesaid,  untill  the  further  Order  of  this  Court;  and  all  such 
Officers  are  durected  to  use  their  utmost  Exertions  in  putting  tho  Militia   under  their 
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respective  Commands  in  the  best  Posture  for  Defence  they  are  able.    Sent  up  for  Concur- 
rence."—  Ibid.,  pp.  266  and  267. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  session  the  Council  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  delegates 
from  the  province  to  the  Continental  Congress :  — 

"  Watertown  Nov'.  11th,  1775 

Gentlemen.  The  Manifest  militation  between  the  Resolve  which  passed  the  hon'ble 
the  Americ'in  Congress  on  the  ninth  June  last  relative  to  Establishing  Civil  Government 
in  this  Colony  and  the  Resolve  which  passed  the  Congress  on  18«''  of  last  July  pointing 
to  a  method  how  the  Militia  should  be  regulated  in  the  Several  United  American  Colony's 
hath  caused  some  Altercation  between  the  Hon'ble  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
Council  — The  House  have  claimed  by  Virtue  of  the  Last  resolve  a  right  to  a  choice,  in 
the  choice  with  the  Council  of  the  Miiitia  Officers  in  this  Colony  —  The  Council  have  con- 
sidered themselves  bound  to  Act  in  conformity  to  the  first  mentioned  Resolve 

But  such  is  the  Prevailing  sentiments  of  the  House,  that  they  have  a  right  to  join  in  the 
Election  of  Military  Officers,  that  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  Council  longer  to  Storm  the 
Torrent  of  a  measure  so  popular,  unless  absolutely  directed  thereto  by  the  Hon'ble  Con- 
gress—  The  Council  hope  an  Order  of  that  kind  will  not  take  place  —  they  rather  wish 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  may  be  Gratified  in  this  claim,  as  we  think  it  will  pro- 
mote the  peace  of  the  Colony  &  thePublic  Cause  —  You  will  think  of  the  matter  and 
give  U3  your  advice,  either  with  or  without  compelling  your  brethren  of  the  Congress  as 
you  shall  Judge  best."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  195,  p.  393. 

To  this  letter  the  following  replies  were  received  from  John  and  Samuel  Adams  :  — 

«'  Philadelphia,  Nov..  23''.  1775. 

Sir  I  had  the  Honor  of  your  Letter  of  Nov.  11th  by  Express  and  am  very  sorry  to 
learn  that  any  Difference  of  Sentiment  has  arisen  between  the  two  Honorable  Houses 
respecting  the  Militia  Bill,  as  it  is  so  necessary  at  this  critical  Moment,  for  the  publick 
Service  — 

If  I  was  of  opinion  that  any  Resolution  of  the  Congress  now  in  Force  was  against  the 
Claim  of  the  Honorable  House,  as  the  Honorable  Board  have  proposed  that  we  should 
lay  the  Question  before  Congress  I  should  think  it  my  Duty  to  do  it;  But  it  appears  to 
me  that  supposing  the  two  Resolutions  to  clash,  'he  last  ought  to  be  cousider'd  as  binding, 
and  as,  liy  this,  it  is  left  in  the  '  Discretion  of  the  Assembly  either  to  adopt  the  foregoing 
Resolutions,  in  the  whole,  or  in  Part,  or  to  continue  their  former,  as  they  on  consideration 
of  all  Circumstances  shall  think  fit.'  I  think  it  plain,  that  the  Honoraljle  Board  may 
comply  with  the  Desire  of  the  Honorable  House  if,  in  then*  Discretion  they  think  fit.  — 
I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  lay  this  Matter  before 
Congress,  as  they  have  lately  advised  the  Colonies  of  New-Hampshii'e  and  one  more,  if 
they  think  it  necessary  to  establish  such  Forms  of  Government,  as  they  shall  judge  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  Happiness  of  the  People. — 

Besides  the  Congress  are  so  pressed  with  Business,  and  engaged  upon  Questions  of 
greater  Moment,  that  I  should  be  unwilling,  unless  in  a  case  of  absolute  necessity  to  inter- 
rupt them  by  a  Question  of  this  Kind,  not  to  mention  that  I  would  not  wish  to  make 
known  so  publickly,  and  extensively,  that  a  Controversy  had  so  soon  arisen  between  the 
Branches  of  our  new  Government. 

'  I  have  had  frequent  Consultations  with  my  Colleagues  since  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter, 
upon  this  Subject ;  but  as  we  are  not  tmanimous,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  write  my  private 
sentiments  as  soon  as  possible.  If  Either  of  my  Colleagues  shall  think  tit  to  propose  the 
Question  to  congress,  I  shall  there  give  my  candid  opinion,  as  I  have  done  to  you.  — 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect  to  the  Honorable  Board,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  and  very  hble  SeiTant  John  Adams 

The  Hon  :  James  Otis  Esq''. 

A  tiTie  copy  Att        Sam  Fkeem.vn     Cler  Dom."  —  IbiU.,  vol.  I9i,  p.  loS. 

"  Philadelphia  Nov   23    1775 

Sir  Having  very  maturely  consider'd  your  Letter  of  the  11"'  of  November,  written  in 
the  Name  and  by  order  of  tlie  Hon'ble  the  Council  of  Massachu-etts  Bay,  and  direetad  to 
the  Delegates  of  that  Colony,  I  beg*  Leave  to  olfcr  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  Resolve  of 
Congress  pass'd  on  the  9th  July*  last,  must  be  superceded  by  the  subsequent  Resolve  of 
the  18tii*of  July  following,  so  far  as  they  appear  to  militate  with  each  other.—  By  the  last 
of  these  Resolves,  the  Conventions  or  Assemblies  of  the  several  Colonics  annually  elective, 
are  at  their  Discretion  either  to  adopt  the  Method  tlierciji  pointed  out  for  the  Regulation 
of  their  Militia  either  in  whole,  or  in  part,  or  to  continue  their  former  Regulations,  as  they 
on  consideration  of  all  Circumstances  shall  think  fit.  It  therefore  seems  to,  me  manifest, 
that  the  Ilon'il'^  Council  are  under  no  Restraint  from  yielding  to  the  Honbi.e  House  a 
Voice  with  them  in  the  Choice  of  the  Militia  Officers  in  the  Colony. — 

I  am  prevail'd  iqjon  to  believe  that  this  is  the  sense  of  the  Congress ;  because  they  have 
lately  recommended  it  to  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  to  set  up,  and  exercise  Govern- 
ment in  such  Form  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  most  conducive  to  the  Promotion  of  Peace 
and  good  Order  among  themselves,  without  laying  them  under  Restrictions  of  any 
kind. — 

As  the  Ilonb'e  Board  have  been  pleas'd  to  direct  ns  to  give  our  opinion  with  or  tcithout 
consulting  our  Brethren  of  the  Congress,  I  hope  I  shall  be  justified,  after  haviiiu'  confcrr'd 
with  my  Colleagues  on  the  Suliject,"  in  declining  on  my  part  to  have  the  Matter  laid  before 
Congress,  for  Reasons  which  were  of  Weight  in  my  Jlind;  and  indeed  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  the  Congress  would  not  chuse  to  take  any  Order  of  that  Kind,  they  having  diverse 
times  of  late  declin'd  to  determine  on  Matters  which  concern'd-the  internal  Police  of  Indi- 
viduals of  the  united  Colonies.    It  is  my  ujost  ai-dent  Wish,  that  a  cordial  Agreement 
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between  the  two  Iloiises  may  ever  subsist,  more  especially  in  tlie  Establishment  of  the 
Militia,  xipoa  wliich  tho  Safety  of  the  Colony  so  greatly  depends, 

I  am  with  all  due  Regards  to  the  Honorable  Council,    Sir  Yom-  most  Humble  Ser'. 

SA-iniEL  Adams. 
House  of  Representatives,  Dec"  2-5  1775    The  foregoing  is  a  tnie  Copy  from  v''  Original 

Att  Sam'Freeman  Clerk."  —  Ibid.,  ]).  160. 

It  appears,  fi"om  the  following  joint  letter,  that  Hancock  and  Cushing  wrote  to  tiae  Coun- 
cil, on  the  24th,  but  neither  the  original  nor  any  copy  of  that  letter  has  been  found :  — 

"  Philadelphia  Nov.  29"'  1775 

Gentlemen  We  Avrote  you  on  the  24  Instant  that  we  thought  tho  matter  in  dispute 
between  the  two  Houses  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  Congress  and  their  Sentiments  taken 
upon  it,  but  for  various  reasons,  too  many  now  to  enumerate,  this  has  not  as  yet  been 
done ;  however  we  have  consulted  the  members  of  the  Congress  individually  and  upon 
conversing  with  them,  we  find  that  in  general  they  are  extreamly  desu'ous  we  should  Con- 
form, in  all  Govermiiental  Matters,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Spirit  &  Substance  of  our 
Charter,  and  it  is  their  opinion  that,  when  tho  Resolutions  of  the  18  July  last  was  passed 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Congress,  not  to  superceed  the  resolve  of  tho  8  of  June  last,  but 
to  leave  such  Governments,  as  were  competent  to  the  Biisiness  to  model  and  regulate  their 
Militia  agreable  to  their  several  Constitutions  as  prescribed  by  their  respective  Charters, 
however,  they  said  as  it  appeared  from  our  representation  of  matters,  thac  our  House  of 
Representatives  had  Conceived  otherwise  of  this  Matter  &  had  Claimed  a  right  to  a  Voice, 
with  the  Council,  in  the  choice  of  militia  ofScers  &  that  if  the  dispute  was  Continued  it 
would  throw  the  Colony  into  a  Ferment;  and  considering  also  that  at  this  critical  Junc- 
ture om"  militia  might  be  suddenly  wanted  and  it  was  therefore  highly  expedient  &  neces- 
sary it  should  be  immediately  settled  &  regulated,  it  was  their  Opinion  that  it  would  bo 
adviseable  for  the  Council,  during  the  present  exigency  of  our  affairs,  to  gratify  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  this  Claim  but  not  by  any  means  any  further  to  deviate  from  the 
Charter.  Thus  we  have  Collected  and  advised  you  of  the  Sentiments  of  the  members  of 
the  Congress  in  general,  which  we  doubt  not  will  be  some  aid  to  you  in  your  deliberations 
&  determinations  upon  this  Important  Subject,  and  were  we  present  we  Should  Vote 
Agreable  to  this  advise 

We  Conclude  with  great  respect  Your  Honoi-'s  Most  obedient  humble  Servants 

John  Hancock 
Thomas  Cushing."  —  Ibid.,}}.  171. 

This  concm-rent  advice  of  the  delegates  preA'ailed,  as  the  provisions  of  the  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  sections  of  the  act  show.  "During  the  third  session  the  bill  was  the  subject  of 
frequent  debates  and  orders,  from  December  5th,  when  another  committee  was  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  1)ill,  to  December  18th,  when,  changes  having  been  made  in  the 
committee,  and  the  bill  having  been  considered  by  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  as 
early  as  the  14th,  — which  resulted  in  instracting  the  joint  committee  charged  with  bring- 
ing in  the  bill  to  report  certain  amendments,  —  the  bill  was  amended  in  concm-rence,  and 
had  its  first  reading  in  the  House.  The  Ijill  came  up  for  consideration,  fi-om  day  to  day, 
until  the  22nd,  when  it  was  recommitted.  On  the  26th,  it  was  again  considered  and  again 
recommitted,  and  Messrs.  Ilawley  and  Gerry  were  added  to  the  committee.  On  the  29th, 
the  bill  was  again  considered  and  recommitted,  and,  the  next  day,  it  was  still  fm-ther  con- 
sidered, and  again  recommitted.  January  2nd,  it  was  "read  a  third  time,  and  passed  to 
be  engrossed,"  and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  the  Council  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee 
of  the  House,  "  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  militia  bill,  and  upon  the  manner  in  which 
the  officers  shall  be  appointed,"  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolve  of  the  Council,  ap- 
pointing tho  committee  of  conference,  was  sent  down  in  answer  to  a  message  from  the 
House  requesting  it.  The  representatives  now  reconsidered  then-  vote  appointing  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  and  chose  a  new  committee.  On  the  10th  of  January,  the  bill  again 
came  do\vn  fi'om  the  Council  with  certain  proposed  amendments,  in  which,  on  the  11th, 
the  House  refused  to  concur,  but  proposed  certam  other  amendments.  Ip  these  amend- 
ments the  Council  immediately  concurred,  with  additional  amendments  which  the  House 
rejected,  and  voted  to  adhere  "to  their  own  vote.  On  the  12th,  the  Council  again  jiroposed 
amendments,  whereupon  tho  House  proposed  a  joint  committee  to  revise  the  bill,  "and 
report  what  amendments  they  think  proper  to  be  made  therein."  On  the  15th,  the  Coun- 
cil sent  the  bill  down,  with  proposed  amendments.  To  these  amendments  the  House 
agreed  — some  of  them  "  being  first  taken  into  a  new  draught."  On  tho  17th,  the  Council 
sent  tho  bill  dovra,  with  a  further  amendment,  which  was  considered  hj  the  House,  and 
the  bill  recommitted ;  whereupon  the  committee  reported  another  amendment,  in  which,  on 
the  18th,  the  Council  refused  to  concur,  but  passed  the  bill  to  bo  engrossed,  with  certain 
changes  reported  by  the  committee  on  revision.  At  this  stage,  the  bill  was  concurred  in 
Ijy  the  House,  and,  on  the  19th,  ordered  to  be  "printed  in  next  Monday's  paper,"  and,  on 
the  22nd,  it  was  passed  to  bo  enacted. 

The  bill  was  now  ordered  to  be  "printed  and  dispersed  to  the  several  towns  in  the  col- 
ony "  This  was  on  the  31st  of  January ;  and,  two  days  later,  a  committeo  was  appomted 
by  the  House,  "to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  explaining  that  part  of  the  militia  liill  which  ex- 
cludes all  persons  belonging  to,  or  being  a  part  of,  the  established  forces  of  the  United 
Colonies  [or],  of  this  colony,  from  being  elected  to,  or  holding  any  ofllco  in,  tho  militia  of 
this  colony.^'  Although  tho  committee  thus  appointed  made  a  report  on  the  next  day, 
which  was  read  and  debated,  and  specially  assigned  for  future  discussion,  no  record  of 
further  action  upon  it  has  Ijecn  found. 

During  the  fourth  session,  the  House  took  up  the  consideration  of  the  "  state  of  the 
militia  in  this  colony,"  and  April  1st, was  assigned  for  the  deljate,  which  was  then  post- 


526  Peovince  Laws.  — 1775-76.  [Notes.] 

[KEVOLUTIONAHY   period  —  "  COLONY."] 

poned  to  the  next  day.    On  the  fourth  of  April,  a  "  report  of  the  committee  on  the  state 
of  the  colony  "  was  hrought  down  from  the  Council  in  these  words :  — 

*'  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  Militia  of  this  Colony  should  be  regulated  as  soon  as  may 
be,  agreeable  to  an  Act  lately  made  and  passed  for  that  Purpose.  And  the  Committee  ask 
Leave  to  sit  again."  —  House  Journal,  p.  79. 

This  report  was  read  the  next  clay,  and  Tuesday,  the  8th,  was  assigned  "  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regulating  the  militia  of  this  colony  agreeable  to  the  late  act  of  this  court."  On 
that  day  a  committee,  "  appointed  to  report  rules  for  the  better  regulating  the  militia,"  was 
directed  "to  sit,  and  report  as  soon  as  may  I)e."  The  suljjcct  of  the  state  of  the  militia 
was  again  considered  on  the  9th,  and,  on  the  loth,  a  special  assignment  was  made  for  the 
consideration,  on  the  next  day,  of  a  code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  militia  of  this 
colony,  when  drawn  forth  on  an  alarm.  These  regulations,  in  fifty-nine  articles,  were 
then  adopted.  They  are  reserved  for  the  Appendix.  On  the  20th  of  April,  a  committee 
was  appointed  "  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  regard  to  printing  "  these  regu- 
lations, and  reprinting  the  militia  act,  upon  whose  report,  April  24th,  it  was  resolved  that 
one  thousand  of  each  be  printed,  in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  use  of  conmrissioncd  oflicers. 
By  the  Cth  of  May,  the  first  instalment  of  these  had  been  printed,  and  a  committee  was 
then  appointed  to  distribute  them ;  and,  on  the  19th  of  June,  the  next  general  court  ordered 
the  same  committee  to  procure  from  the  printer,  and  distribute,  the  remaindei-,  among 
those  regiments  that  had  not  received  copies. 

"  June  24,  1776.*  Whereas  hy  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Court,  intituled,  '  An  Act  for 
forming  and  regulating  the  Militia  within  the  Colony,' &c.  the  Selectmen  of  each  and 
every  Town,  are  directed  to  provide,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Colony,  a  Number  of  Spades 
or  Iron  Shovels,  narrow  Axes  and  Pick  Axes,  and  the  same  to  deposit  and  keep  in  some 
safe  Place,  for  the  Use  of  the  Militia  upon  an  Alarm.  And  whereas  it  may  be  found  ex- 
pedient, to  make  Use  of  such  Tools  in  erecting  Fortifications,  or  for  other  necessary  Pur- 
poses. Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  each  and  every  Town  within  this  Col- 
ony, be,  and  they  hereby  are  severally  impowered,  (A)  to  apply  the  whole,  or  any  Part 
of  the  Tools  provided  agreeable  to  the  Act  aforesaid,  to  any  Purpose  for  which  there  shall 
be  Occasion  to  Use  them,  for  the  Defence  of  this  Colony,  in  their  own,  or  any  other  Town 
witli'n  the  same,  (B)  the  aforesaid  Act  notwithstanding.  Scut  up  for  Concm-rence."  — 
Ibid.,  jy.  122. 

"  June  25,  1776.  Daniel  Hopkins,  Esq;  brought  down  the  Resolve  which  passed  the 
House  Yesterday,  impowering  the  Selectmen  to  lend  Tools,  &c.  with  the  following  Vote 
of  Council  thereon,  viz. 

In  Council,  June  24,  1776.  Read  and  concurred,  with  the  Amendment  from  (A)  to  (B,) 
viz.  Dele  from  (A)  to  (B),  and  insert, '  And  directed  upon  Application  being  made,  to 
deliver  the  whole,  or  any  Part  of  the  Tools,  provided  agreeable  to  the  Act  aforesaid,  to 
any  commissioned  Officer,  commanding  any  Number  of  Soldiers,  employed  in  fortify  mg 
against  the  Enemy,  in  any  Town  in  this  Colony,  taking  their  Receipts  for  the  same, 
particularly  mentioning  the  Number  of  each  Tool  so  delivered,  and  said  Officers  are 
hereby  directed  to  return  said  Tools  to  the  said  Selectmen,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be,  after  they  have  done  using  them,  in  fortifying  as  aforesaid.'  Sent  up  f  for  Concur- 
rence.   Read  and  concurred."  —  Ibid., p.  134. 

"  June  26,  1776.  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Brown  see  that  the  Resolve  of  this  Court,  impow- 
ering the  Selectmen  to  lend  Tools,  be  printed  in  the  several  News-Papers."  — Ibid.,  p.  139. 

Chap.  11.  "  Oct.  31,  1775.  Moses  Gill,  Esq;  brought  down  a  Bill  for  altering  the  Places 
of  holding  the  Courts  of  Justice  in  the  County  of  Middlesex."  —  House  Journal,  p.  214. 

The  l)ill  thus  brought  down  from  the  Council,  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  on 
the  second  of  November,  when  the  second  reading  "  was  referred  to  the  next  session," 
and,  the  next  day,  the  treasurer  was  ordered  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  same  purpose. 
A  resolve  was  accordingly  reported,  November  9th,  providing  for  holding  the  April  term 
of  tlie  Superior  Court,  and  the  March  and  November  terms  of  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
and  court  of  sessions,  at  Concord,  instead  of  Charlestown,  as  formerly,  until  the  further 
order  of  tlie  IjCgislature.  In  this  resolve  the  Council  voted  to  concur,  with  an  amendment 
which  docs  not  appear  to  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  nothing  further  relating 
to  it  seems  to  have  l)ecn  done  this  session. 

At  the  next  session  (February  2),  upon  leave  given,  the  members  of  the  House  from 
Middlesex  County,  brought  in  the  bill  of  the  present  chapter,  and,  on  the  same  day,  it 
had  its  three  readings. 

Chap.  12.  A  bill  "  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  courts  of  law  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk"  was  brought  down  to  the  House,  October  30,  1775,  had  its  first  reading,  Novem- 
ber 2d,  and  was  specially  assigned  for  a  second  I'eading,  but  seems  to  have  reached  no 
further  stage  during  that  session.  At  the  next  session  (January  27),  a  bill  for  the  same 
purpose  was  read  afirst  time,  in  the  House,  and  read  a  second  and  third  time,  on  the  sec- 
ond and  third  of  February,  and  passed  to  be  enacted,  February  6th.  It  came  back  from 
the  Council,  with  a  proposed  amendment,  substituting  "  Braintree  "  for  "  Dedham,"  in  the 
fourth  section,  l)ut  the  House  voted  to  adhere  to  their  vote  in  favor  of  the  latter  as  the 
shire  town.    See  note  to  1776-77,  chap.  19,  post. 

Chap.  13.  The  following  letter  was  communicated  to  the  House,  December  9th,  by  the 
speaker : — 

"  To  The  ITon''i<".  The  Council  and  the  Hon'''  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Col 
ony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  General  Court  assembled 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CVH.  i  Sic  :  down? 
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Samuel  Freeman,  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  in  the  Colony 
aforesaid 

Humbly  shews.  That  in  consequence  of  the  late  unparalled  Barbarity  of  the  British 
Forces,  in  wantonly  burning  and  destroying  the  greatest  part  of  the  Buildings  in  said 
Town,  The  Inhabitants  thereof, who  before  were  suffering  by  the  Loss  of  the  only  Trade 
with  which  they  were  chiefly  supported,  are  now  reduced  to  extreme  Indigence  and  Dis- 
tress: The  Poorer  sort,  more  especially,  are  now  unable  to  supply  themselves  with  Food 
or  Cloathing,  or  to  provide  comfortable  Habitations  for  them  against  the  approaching 
Winter  Their  hospitable  Friends,  in  the  adjacent  Country  Towns,  have  for  the  present, 
shelter'd  them  in  their  small  unflnish'd  Houses,  and  in  the  depth  of  great  Distress,  have 
administrcd  to  them  some  Relief —  But  the  People  of  these  Towns  are  very  poor,  and 
scarcely  able  to  support  themselves,  at  such  a  Time  as  this —  In  this  deplorable  situa- 
tion then.  They  humbly  address  themselves  to  the  tender  feelings  of  your  Honours,  for 
Relief;  not  doubting  but  your  Honours  will  commiserate  their  unhappy  situation,  &  grant 
them  such  Relief,  as  in  your  Wisdom  may  be  thought  suflicierit,  to  alleviate  their  distress 
—  And  your  Petitioner  in  their  behalf  as  in  Duty  bound  —  will  ever  ]iray. 

Sam.  Freejiax." —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  180,  p.  230. 

This  letter  was  immediately  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  SulliNian,  Dr.  Rice  and  Col. 
Sayer,  and,  on  the  first  of  January,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  road  a  first  time.  The 
next  day  it  was  read  again,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  a  new  committee  waa 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  same  purpose.  The  bill,  however,  came  up  again, 
January  5th,  when  it  was  "  read  a  second  time,"  and,  on  the  6th,  it  was  read  a  third  time, 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  to  the  Council.  From  the  Council  it  came  down,  on  the 
7th,  with  the  following  vote  thereon  :  — 

"  In  Council,  January  6.  1776.    Read  a  first  Time.  February  7th.    Read  a  second 

Time  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  with  the  Amendments  at  A.  B.  andC.  viz.  at  A.  insert 
'  by  Vessels  belonging  to  the  British  Navy.'  At  B.  dele  from  B.  to  C.  and  insert  in  Place 
thereof 'shall  be  sulyect  to  the  same  Penalties,  as  if  they  had  been  convicted  of  stealing 
the  same.      Sent  down  for  Concurrence."  —  House  Journal,  p.  2.55. 

It  was  then  read,  as  amended,  and  the  House  concurred  therein. 

On  the  9th,  it  w-as  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  the  House,  and  sent  back  to  the  Council, 
whereupon  it  was  returned,  the  same  day,  with  the  following  proposed  amendment,  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House ;  viz.,  — 

"  To  dele  '  with  an  intent  to  preserve '  and  insert '  under  pretence  of  preserving  'and  to 
dele 'intent'  and  insert  'end.'  "  —  Ibid.,  p.  265. 

Chap.  14.  On  the  12th  of  December,  Major  Fuller,  Mr.  Rawson  and  Mr.  Caldwell 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  what  laws,  that  "are  near  expiring,  it  will  be 
expedient  to  revive,"  and,  January  5th,  this  committee  laid  upon  the  table  a  bill  for  this 
purpose,  which  was  specially  assigned  for  its  first  reading,  January  6th,  but  was  not  so 
read  until  the  9th,  when  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  again  the  following  day  —  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  having  been  instructed  to  bring  in,  at  that  time,  the  temporary  laws 
which  were  to  be  continued.  On  the  16th,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  agreeably  to  an 
assignment  made  the  day  previous.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
January  17th,  and,  on  the  8th  of  February,  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  15.  After  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  second  session  (chapter  7),  with  the  same 
title  as  this  chapter,  the  Continental  Congress  passed  the  following  resolves :  — 

"  3d.  That  no  master  or  commander  of  any  vessel  shall  be  entitled  to  cruize  for,  or 
make  prize  of  any  vessel  or  cargo  before  he  shall  have  obtained  a  commission  from  the 
Congress,  or  from  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  for  that  purpose  appointed  in  some 
one  of  the  United  Colonies. 

4th.  That  it  be  aud  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  several  legislatui-es  in  the  United 
Colonies,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  erect  courts  of  j.ustice,  or  give  jurisdiction  to  the  courts 
now  in  being  for  the  pm'pose  of  determining  concerning  the  captures  to  be  made  as  afore- 
said, and  to  provide  that  all  trials  in  such  case  be  had  by  a  jury  under  such  qualifications, 
as  to  the  respective  legislatures  shall  seem  expedient. 

5th.  That  all  prosecutions  shall  be  commenced  in  the  coxirt  of  that  colony  in  which  the 
captures  shall  be  made,  but  if  no  such  com-t  be  at  that  tune  erected  in  the  said  colony,  or 
if  the  capture  be  made  on  open  sea,  then  the  prosecution  shall  be  in  the  court  of  such 
colony  as  the  captor  may  find  most  convenient,  provided  that  nothing  contained  in  this 
resolution  shall  be  constnied  so  as  to  enable  the  captor  to  remove  his  prize  from  any 
colony  competent  to  determine  concerning  the  seizure,  after  he  shall  have  carried  the 
vessel  so  seized  within  any  harboiu*  of  the  same. 

6th.  That  in  all  cases  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Congress,  or  such  person  or 
persons  as  they  shall  appoint  for  the  trial  of  appeals,  provided  the  appeal  be  demanded 
within  five  days  after  definitive  sentence,  and  such  appeal  be  lodged  with  the  sccretaiy  of 
Congress  within  forty  days  afterwards,  and  provided  the  party  appealing  shall  give 
seciirity  to  prosecute  the  said  appeal  to  effect,  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  secretary 
during  the  recess  of  Congress,  then  the  said  appeal  to  be  lodged  in  Congi-ess  within  tAventy 
days  after  the  meeting  thereof. 

7th.  That  when  any  vessel  or  vessels  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of  any  private 
lierson  or  persons,  then  the  captures  made  shall  be  to  the  us_e_of  the  owner  or  owners  of 
the  said  vessel  or  vessels."  —  Journals  of  Conqrcss:  Nov.  25,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  cases  of  re-captiires,  the  rc-captors  have  and  retain  in  lieu  of  sal- 
vage, one  eighth  part  of  the  true  value  of  tlip  vessel  and  cargo,  or  either  of  them,  if  the 
same  hath  or  have  been  in  possession  of  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours ;  one  fifth  part  if 
more  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  less  than  forty-eight  hours;  one  thurd  part,  if  more 
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thau  forty-eight  and  less  than  ninety-six  hours;  and  one  half  if  more  than  ninety-six 
hours,  unless  the  vessel  shall,  after  the  capture,  have  been  legally  condemned  as  a  prize 
by  some  court  of  admiralty,  in  which  case  the  re-captors  to  have  the  whole :  in  all  which 
cases,  the  share  detained  or  prize  to  be  divided  between  the  owners  of  the  ship  making  the 
re-capture,  the  colony  or  the  continent  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  captors,  agreeable  to  a 
former  resolution."  —  Ibid.,  Dec.  5,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  transport  vessels  in  the  same  service,  having  on  board  any  troops, 
arms,  ammunition,  cloathing,  provisions,  military  or  naval  stores  of  what  kind  soever, 
and  all  vessels  to  whomsoever  belonging,  that  shall  be  employed  in  carrying  provisions  or 
other  necessaries  to  the  British  army  or  armies,  or  navy,  that  now  are  or  shall  hereafter 
be  within  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes,  for  the  use 
of  such  fleet  and  army,  shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  and,  with  their  cargoes,  shall  be  confis- 
cated."—  Ibid.,  Dec.  19,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  several  vessels  heretofore  taken  and  carried  into  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  by  the  armed  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  Unit&d  Colonies,  be  proceeded  against  by 
the  rales  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  libelled  in  the  courts  of  admiralty  erected  in  said 
colony."  —  Ibid.,  Dec.  20,  1775. 

To  bring  the  legislation  of  Massachusetts,  respecting  captures  and  the  distribution  of 
prize-money,  into  "harmony  with  these  resolves  of  the  confederated  colonies,  it  became 
necessary  to  suljstitute  for  chapter  7,  an  act  providing  for  appeals  to  the  general  congress, 
and  adopting  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  latter  for  the  distribution  of  prize-money  in  the 
case  of  recaptures.  It  was  also  thought  proper  to  admit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admi- 
ralty courts,  under  the  colony  law,  all  vessels  fitted  out  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
such  others  as  should  make  captures  within  twenty  leagues  of  the  shore,  without  requir- 
ing the  owners  or  masters  to  give  bond  or  to  act  under  a  commission  from  the  colonial 
Council.  Among  other  desirable  changes,  also,  was  the  requiring  the  judge  to  direct  his 
precepts  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  into  which  the  prize  was  brought  for  condemnation, 
instead  of  to  any  sheritf  within  his  jurisdiction,  and  also  a  provision  exempting  the  captors 
from  lialjility  to  suits  for  damages,  in  all  casesin  which  the  judge  should  certify  that  there 
was  proljable  cause  for  the  seizure. 

A  committee  was  accordingly  appointed,  January  26,  1776,  to  examine  the  former  act 
and  also  the  congressional  resolves  and  "  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon." 
On  the  29th,  this  committee  reported  "  as  their  Opinion,  \st.  That  Du'ection  be  given  to 
review  the  Act  for  fixing  out  armed  Vessels,  and  conform  it  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress, 
except  in  the  Instance  of  taking  Prizes  without  Commissions ;  and  that  a  Representation 
of  the  Inconveniences  attending  that  Resolve  be  made  to  Congress,  praying  that  it  may 
he  re-considered,  and  altered."  —  Tlozise  Journal,  p.  219. 

On  the  seventh  of  February,  a  bill  for  this  purpose  was  brought  down  from  the  Council, 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  the  following  day,  and,  after  being  committed, 
was  assigned,  for  its  third  reading,  to  the  9th,  when  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
to  be  engrossed,  with  amendments,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  On  the 
10th,  it  was  sent  down  to  the  House,  with  the  following  vote  thereon,  which  was  read  and 
concurred  in :  — 

"  In  Council,  February  9,  1776.  Read  and  concurr'd  with  the  Amendments  at  A.  B.  2, 
4,  3,  and  X.  and  non  concurr'd,  with  the  Amendment  at  A.  2.  and  Ordered,  That  this  Bill 
be  recommitted,  and  that  Walter  S^yooner,  Esq;  be  of  the  said  Committee,  in  the  Room  of 
William  Seaver,  Esq;  absent.    Sent  down,  for  Concurrence."  —  Ibid.,  p.  270. 

The  committee  reported  to  the  Council,  February  12th,  that  an  amendment  proposed  by 
the  House  be  not  inserted ;  which  report  the  Council  accepted,  and  sent  the  bill,  and  a 
report  of  their  action,  to  the  House,  and  the  latter,  thereupon,  voted  to  concur  with  the 
Council,  and,  on  the  14th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  16.    The  following  resolve  having  been  passed  by  the  Continental  Congress :  — 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  assemblies,  conventions,  or  councils,  or  com- 
mittees of  safety  of  the  respective  colonies,  to  ascertain,  by  the  most  impartial  and  effec- 
tual means  in  their  power,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  respective  colonj'-,  taking 
care  that  the  lists  be  authenticated  by  the  oaths  of  the  sever^il  persons  who  shall  be  intrusted 
with  this  service ;  and  that  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  councils,  or  committees  of 
safety,  do  respectively  lay  before  this  Congress,  a  return  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  of 
then-  respective  colonies,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  procured."  —  Journals  of  Congress: 
Dec.  26,  1775. 

—  a  committee  was  appointed,  January  16th,  to  consider  it,  and  they  reported,  January 
29,  that  a  bill  for  tliis  purpose  be  brought  in.  This  report  was  accepted,  the  next  day,  liy 
the  Council,  and  a  joint  committee  was  immediately  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  the  bill  was  brought  in,  arid  read  a  first  and  second  time,  on  the 
13th  of  February,  and  then  recommitted.  The  bill  was  reported  in  a  new  di-aught,  on  the 
1-lth,  and  then  had  its  first  and  second  reading.  The  next  day,  it  was  read  a  third  time, 
in  the  House,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  The  Council  propose! 
some  amendments,  which  were  all  agi-eed  to  by  the  House  except  one  for  inserting  tlie 
Christian  names  of  the  committee.  The  House  proposed  another  amendment  inserting,  in 
the  first  section,  the  words,  "  at  then-  annual  meeting  in  March."  From  the  bill  as  finally 
enacted,  on  the  same  day,  it  appears  that  all  the  proposed  amendments  were  ailoijfed, 
although  there  is  no  record  of  the  vote. 

While  the  bill  was  pending,  the  committee  that  reported  it  —  Col.  Orne  having  been  pre- 
viously substituted  for  Capt.  Stone  — were  ordered  to  prepare  a  blank  form  of  lists  for  the 
census-takers,  and,  on  the  16th,  they  reported  as  follows  :  — 

"  A  List,  or  Return  on  Oath,  of  the  Names  of  the  Housholders  in  the  Town  of 
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in  the  County  of  in  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  of  the  Number 

of  the  Souls  in  each  Family,  including  Innmates  and  Boarders. 


The  Names  of  the 
Heads  of  each  Family. 


The  Number  of 

White  People  in  each 

Family. 


The  Numher  of 

Negroes,  and  Molattos 

in  each  Family. 


Whole  Number  in 
each  Family. 


Resolved,  That  the  List  to  contain  the  Return  of  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  each 
Town  in  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bai/,  to  be  made  by  the  Selectmen  of  the 
respective  Towns  pursuant  to  a  late  Act  intituled  '  an  Act  for  the  carrying  into  Execution 
a  Resolve  of  the  American  Congress  for  ascertaining  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  this 
Colony,  shall  lie  of  the  foregoing  Form,  and  that  two  Hundred  and  Sixty  Lists  of  the 
Form  aforesaid,  and  the  like  Number  of  said  Acts  be  printed,  and  sent  to  the  Selectmen 
of  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  that  Capt.  Jonathan  Brown 
be  a  Committee  to  procure  the  printing  the  said  Lists,  and  Acts,  and  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee take  effectual  Care  that  such  Lists  be  transmitted  to  such  Selectmen.  Sent  up  for 
Concurrence. 

A  List,  or  Return  on  Oath,  of  the  Housholders  dwelling  in  the  unincorporated  Places 
called  in  the  County  of  in  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay, 

and  of  the  Number  of  Souls  of  each  Family,  including  Innmates  and  Boarders. 


The  Names  of  the 
Heads  in  each  Family. 


The  Number  of 

White  People  in  each 

Family. 


The  Number  of 

Negroes  and  Molattoes 

in  each  Family. 


The  Whole  Number  in 
each  Family. 


Resolved,  That  the  List  to  contain  the  Return  of  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
unincorporated  Places  in  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  be  rettumed  by  the 
several  Committees  appointed  by  this  Court,  pursuant  to  a  late  Act,  intituled  '  an  Act  for 
carrying  into  Execution  a  Resolve  of  the  American  Congress  for  ascertaining  the  Number 
of  Inhabitants  in  this  Colony,'  shall  be  of  the  preceeding  Form  And  that  sixty  Lists  of 
the  Form  aforesaid,  and  the  lilie  Number  of  said  Acts  be  printed,  and  delivered  or  sent  to 
the  several  Committees  named  in  the  said  Act,  as  soon  as  may  be ;  And  that  Capt.  Jona- 
than Broicn  be  a  Committee  to  procure  theeprinting  of  the  said  Lists,  and  that  he  take 
effectual  Care  that  such  Lists  and  Acts  be  deliver'd  or  sent  to  the  several  Committees 
named  in  the  said  Act.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  —  House  Journal,  p.  301. 

"  Feb.  16,  1776.  In  Council  read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the 
Council."  —  Conncil  Records,  vol.  XXXIV.,  p.  640. 

"  Dec.  10,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  *Whereas  great  inconveniencies 
may  take  place  from  our  not  knowing  the  number  of  male  Inhabitants  in  each  To\vn,  & 
Plantation  in  this  State  from  sixteen  years  old,  &  upwards  for  preventing  of  which. 

It  is  Resolved,  that  the  Selectmen  of  each  Town,  and  the  Committee  of  each  Plantation 
in  this  State  shall  take  the  number  of  all  then-  male  Inhabitants  distinguishing  those 
Persons  who  had  before  the  19"'  Day  of  April  A  D  1775.  been  by  Law  deemed  to  be  of  the 
denomination  of  Clii-istians  called  Quakers,  Indians,  Negroes,  &  Molatoes,  from  other 
People,  which  shall  be  on  the  first  Day  of  January  next  sixteen  years  old,  &  upwards 
whether  at  home,  or  abroad,  and  transmit  the  same  on  Oath  into  the  Secretaiys  Office  en 
or  l^efore  the  last  day  of  January  next,  and  if  any  Selectman,  or  any  Committee  man, 
shall  omit  the  perfonnance  of  this  his  Duty,  he  shall  forfeit,  and  pay  to  the  use  of  thia 
State  the  sum  of  Ten  pounds,  to  be  recover'd  by  Action,  bill,  plamt,  or  Information  in  any 
Court  of  Record  to  try  the  same. 

And  whereas  doubts  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  Selectmen,  or  Committee 
with  regard  to  such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  To\vns  of  Boston,  Charlestown,  Falmouth, 
and  other  Seaport  To\\tis,  who  have  been  driven  fi-om  their  Homes  since  the  Blockade  of 
the  Town  of  Boston,  and  for  preventing  any  inconveniencies  fi-om  such  doubts  — 

It  is  further  Resolved,  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns,  &  Committees  of  the 
Plantations  shall  distinguish  those  Inhal)itants,  fi-om  the  natural,  and  adopted  inhabitants 
of  their  several  Towns,  or  Plantations  by  returning  then-  names,  and  the  Town  whence 
they  are.  — 

And  it  is  Resolved,  that  the  Selectmen,  and  Plantation  Committee  shall  be  paid  by 
their  several  Towns,  &  Plantations,  four  shillings  for  each  Day  they  shall  be  employed 
in  said  Business. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Fellows,  Tutors,  President,  Graduates,  &  Students 
of  Harvard  College,  shall  be  returned  by  the  Selectmen  of  the  Towns,  or  Committees  of 
the  Plantations  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  and  whereof  they  are  legal  Inhabi- 
tants. , 

These  Resolutions  shall  be  forthwith  printed  in  hand  Bills,  and  sent  to  the  several 
Selectmen,  &  Committees  of  Plantations  by  the  SlicrrifFs  of  their  Respective  Counties,  and 
also  be  published  in  the  several  Boston  news  Papers,  and  that  M'..  Davis  cause  these 
Resolves  to  be  printed  accordingly.  —  In  Council,  Read,  &  Concurred.  Consented  to  by 
15  of  the  Connci\."  —  Ihid.,  vol.  XXXVI.,  p.  316. 

••  Jan.  8,  1777.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  That  the  Selectmen  of  the 
several  Towms,  hereafter  mentioned,  who  have  not  made  return  of  the  number  of  Inhabi- 
tants of  their  respective  Towns  agreeable  to  a  late  Act  of  this  Court  intitled  '  An  Act  for 

•  Printed  reeolvea  of  the  November  session,  chapter  CXCn. 
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the  carrying  into  Execution  a  resolve  of  the  American  Congress  for  assertaining  the  nura- 
T)er  of  Inhabitants  in  this  Colony'  be  directed  to  make  such  Return  to  this  Court  forthwitli 
viz, 

In  the  County  of  "Worcester — the  Town  of  Paxton 

In  the  County  of  Lincoln  —  the  Towns  of  Georgetown  Waldoborough  Vassalborough  — 

In  the  County  of  Hampshire  the  Towns  of  Charlemont  —  Ware,  Southwick  — 

In  the  County  of  Barnstable  the  Town  of  Barnstable 

In  the  County  of  Bristol  the  Town  of  Swansey 

And  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed  to  transmit  a  Copy  of  this  Resolve  to  the  Selectmen 
of  each  of  the  Towns  aforesaid  —  together  with  a  Copy  of  the  Act  abovementioned.  In 
Council  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Ibid.,  p.  420. 

Chap.  17.  The  act  repealed  by  this  chapter,  although  containing  provisions  for  en- 
forcing some  of  the  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  of  Nov.  25,  1775,  did  not  provide 
for  the  apportionment  of  prizes  in  cases  of  captures  by  vessels  fitted  out  by  the  general 
congress,  or  by  the  several  colonies,  nor  did  it  discriminate,  in  this  respect,  between  the 
capture  of  private  vessels  of  the  enemy  and  vessels  of  war,  according  to  a  rule  prescribed 
by  one  of  the  resolves  at  Philadelphia,  and  which  is  given  in  full  in  tlie  note  to  chapter  19, 
post.  The  act  was  also  loose  and  indefinite  in  so  many  particulars,  some  of  whicli  are 
specified  in  the  note  referred  to,  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  session,  the  subject  of 
revising  it  was  brought  up  in  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Sullivan  and  Orne,  of  the  House, 
and  Thomas  Gushing,  of  the  Council,  were  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose.  On 
the  18th,  the  bill  of  this  act,  which  had  been  reported  by  tiie  committee,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed  to  be  engrossed, 'and  the  next  day  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  con- 
sented to  by  sixteen  of  the  Council.  • 

Chap.  18.    The  origin  of  this  act  is  shown  in  the  following  entries  :  — 

"Jan.  31,  1776.  In  Council  —  Whereas  the  General  Court  have  received  such  informa- 
-   -  tion  as  that  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  confederacy  is  forming  by  some  evil  minded 

person  in  this  and  other  Colonies  which  may  iujm-e  the  credit  of  the  Continental  Bills  and 
the  Bills  of  this  and  the  other  Colonies. — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Corre- 
spondence in  all  the  towns  in  this  Colony  to  make  strick  enquiry  in  their  several  towns 
and  if  they  shall  find  any  person  within  the  same  endeavouring  by  any  way  whatever  to 
prevent  the  Credit  of  the  Continental  Bills,  or  the  Bills  of  this  or  any  other  "of  the  united 
Colonies  of  America,  or  to  alter  or  counterfiet  the  same,  that  they  cause  such  person  to  be 
arrested  and  secured,  and  give  information  thereof  to  this  Court,  in  order  that  such  person 
may  be  proceeded  with  according  to  the  just  demerits  of  such  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meaners,  and  tliat  this  resolve  be  published  in  all  the  news  Papers  in  this  Colony.  —  In  the 
House  of  Representatives  Read  &  ConcuiTcd  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXXI.,  p.  519. 

"  Feb.  1, 1776.  On  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Col.  Thompson,  Col.  Doane  and  Col :  Smith, 
with  such  as  the  Hon.  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  see  if  there  is  sufficient  Provi- 
sion made  for  making  the  Continental  Bills,  and  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Colony  a  tender 
in  all  Payments,  and  to  prevent  the  Counterfeiting  and  Depreciation  of  the  same,  and  if 
there  is  not,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  Purpose.  Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  —  House  Jour- 
nal, p.  2Sl.. 

In  the  Council  the  above  order  was  tabled,  and  the  third  session  closed  without  further 
action  on  the  subject ;  but,  at  the  openhig  of  the  fourth  session,  on  information  given  to 
the  House,  by  Jonathan  Brown  of  Waterto^m,  that  one  Abiel  Brintnall  had  been  arrested 
for  counterfeiting  the  l^ills  of  credit  of  this  colony,  it  was  moved  and  voted  that  the  said 
Brintnall  "  be  proceeded  with  as  in  case  of  forgery,"  and  a  committee  was  thereupon  ap- 
l>ointed  "  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  forging  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  and  the  other 
colonies,"  which  bill  was  accordingly  reported,  and  read  a  first  time,  on  the  twenty-third 
of  March,  and  the  twenty-fifth  was  assigned  for  its  second  reading.  On  the  day  last 
named,  a  representation  of  the  committee  of  correspondence,  inspection  and  safety,  "of  the 
town  of  Mendon,  was  brought  down  fi'om  the  Council,  and  referred  to  a  joint  committee. 
This  representation  charged  that  Josepli  Butler  and  Asa  Butler,  of  Stafford,  in  the  colony 
of  Connecticut,  who  had  been  arrested  by  the  committee,  and  were  in  custody,  for  altering 
certain  bills  of  credit  of  this  colony,  had,  together  with  the  altered  bills,  been  sent  to  the 
Assembly,  to  be  dealt  with  as,  in  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  that  body,  "  may  seem  meet." 
This  representation  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee  which  was  ordered  to  take  the  same 
"  into  consideration  and  report  thereon." 

It  appears  from  a  letter  wi-itten  l^y  Joseph  Dorr,  the  magistrate  at  Mendon,  to  Jedediah 
Foster,  who  brought  the  representation  down  to  the  House,  that  he  supposed  the  above 
resolve  of  January  31st,  was  intended  to  supersede  re.gular  prosecution,  in  the  courts  of  law, 
for  the  offences  tlierein  described.  The  bill,  which  had  been  recommitted  for  amendment, 
was  read  three  times,  and  passed  to  he  engrossed,  on  the  twenty-ninth  On  the  third  of 
April,  it  was  l)rought  down  fi'om  the  Council,  with  certain  amendments,  whicli  were  con- 
curred in  l)y  the  House,  and  on  the  12th,  the  House  proposed  to  amend  the  lieading  (jf  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  words,  "In  tlie  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  tlie  Third, 
King,  &c.,"  and  substituting  therefor  the  words,  "  lu  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six ; "  and  the  bill  thus  amended  was  passed  to  Ije  enacted  —  it 
being  the  first  act  passed  without  the  royal  style. 

The  nature  of  tlie  amundments  which  were  oflFered  to  the  original  bill  is  shown  iu  the 
Bupplementary  note  to  this  chapter  on  p.  544,  post. 
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Brintnall,  wlio  was  arrested  before  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  had  been  committed  to 
Cambridge  jail,  whence,  on  the  20th  of  August,  he  \vrote  to  the  (touncil  a  most  obsequious 
and  contrite  letter,  asliing  to  be  set  at  liberty  as  soon  as  possible,  or,  if  he  must  be  tried 
before  the  Superior  Court,  that  the  trial  might  bo  at  Braintree,  where  the  Court  was  to  sit 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  that  month.  On  the  second  of  September,  the  Council  passed  a 
resolve  authorizing  the  justices  of  the  Superior  Court  to  bring  the  prisoner  before  them, 
by  habeas  corpus,  at  the  next  session  in  Suffolk  County,  and,  if  he  should  not  have  had 
the  small-pox,  to  remand  him  to  Cambridge  jail,  "if  it  shall  appear  to  them  a  further 
confinement  be  needfull."  Accordingly,  he  was  arraigned  at  a  court  held  at  Brainti-ee,  on 
tlie  second  Tuesday  of  September,  by  adjournment,  pleaded  guilty  and  was  sentenced  as 
follows :  — 

"It  is  therefore  Considered  and  Ordered  by  the  Court  here  that  the  said  Abiel  Brintnal 
be  set  in  the  Pillory  for  the  space  of  one  hour,  that  he  become  bound  by  Recognizance  in 
the  Sum  of  twenty  pounds  with  two  Sureties  in  £10  each  for  his  keeping  the  peace  and 
l)eing  of  the  good  behavior  towards  all  the  good  people  of  this  government  until  the  next 
term,  and  that  he  pay  costs  of  prosecution,  standing  committed  (to  the  governments  gaol 
in  Cambridge  in  the  County  of  Middlesex)  until  this  Sentence  be  performed."  —  Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  218,  p.  406. 

In  the  case  of  the  Butlers,  who  were  minors,  and  soldiers  in  the  Continental  Army,  there 
were  extenuating  cu-cumstaiices,  which  were  mentioned  in  then:  favor  both  by  the  magis- 
trate who  ordered  then-  arrest  and  by  the  committee  of  the  House  to  which  their  case  was 
referred.  On  the  29th  of  March,  an  order  was  passed  by  the  House,  and  concurred  in,  the 
next  day,  by  the  Council,  directing  Major  Fuller  to  take  sureties  for  their  appearance  at 
the  Superior  Coiu-t  to  be  held  at  Worcester  in  September  following ;  but  no  record  of  an 
indictment  against  them  has  been  found. 

The  reward  offered  in  section  two  of  this  chapter,  was  extended  to  those  who  were  In- 
stnimental  in  securing  Brmtnall's  arrest  and  conviction,  as  appears  by  the  following  peti- 
tion and  resolve :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  1777. 

To  the  Honorable  Council  and  Honorable  House  House  *  of  Representatives  in  Gen : 
Court  assembled — : 

Humbly  shew,  Nathaniel  Farrington,  John  Ellis,  and  Timothy  BuIIard,  that  the 
said  Nathaniel  Farrington  on  or  about  the  2P.';  Day  of  February  1776,  for  a  Valuable 
Consiileratiou  received  of  one  Abiel  Brintnal  of  Mansfield  in  the  County  of  Bristol,  one 
Bill  or  Note  for  the  sum  of  £9  — dated  the  25'.'^  day  of  May  A  D  1775.  purporting  to  be 
signed  by  Henry  Gardner  Esq'  Receiver  General  of  this  State,  at  the  same  time  received 
of  the  same  Person  another  Bill  or  Note  for  the  sum  of  Six  Pounds,  also  purporting  to  be 
signed  by  the  said  Henry  Gardner  Esq"',  both  which  Bills  or  Notes  were  Forged  or  Coun- 
terfeited ;  and  thereof  the  said  Abiel  Brintnal  was  afterwards  Convicted  before  the  Supe- 
riom-  Court  of  Judicature  &c.  held  at  Braintree  in  Septem''.  last,  all  which  will  appear  to 
your  Honors  by  the  Papers  herewith  exhibited.  —  Your  Petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to 
mention,  that  fi-om  a  sincere  Regard  to  the  Pnblick  good,  and  fi'om  an  honest  Zeal  to  sup- 
port the  Credit  of  our  Currency  "they  pursued  the  said  Brintnal  to  the  Town  of  Mansfield 
aforesaid,  and  there  apprehended  liim,  and  with  great  fatigue,  laljour  and  expence,  con- 
veyed him  at  Watertowm  for  Advice  of  the  Council,  &,  thereupon  the  said  Brintnal  was 
committed  to  Cambridge  Goal  for  trial ;  and  afterwards  was  convicted  and  sentenced  in 
manner  as  aforementioned,  —  one  of  Your  Petitioners  has  been  defrauded  of  £15  —  lawf 
money ;  besides  the  loss  of  their  time,  trouble  and  Expence  —  they  therefore  pray  your 
Honors  to  take  this  matter  into  your  wise  Consideration  and  grant  them  the  sum  allowed 
by  a  late  act  of  the  State,  to  any  Person  that  shall  infoi-m  &  prosecute  to  final  Judgment 
any  Person  or  Persons  who  shall  Forge  or  Counterfeit  the  Bills  of  publick  Credit  of  thia 
State  —  or  otherwise  relieve  your  Petitioners  as  your  Honors  shall  think  best.  — 
As  in  duty  Bound  will  ever  pray  Nathaniel  Farrington 

John  Ellis 
Timothy  Bullard."  —  Ibid.,  p.  40i. 

"Apr.  30,  1778.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  tOn  the  Petition  of  Nathanael  Far- 
rington and  Others,  Praying  they  may  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Publick  Treas- 
my  of  this  State  the  Sum  granted  by  a  late  Act  of  this  State  to  any  Person  or  Persons 
that  shall  inform  and  prosecute  to  "final  Judgment  any  Person  or  Persons  who  should 
forge  or  counterfeit  the  Bills  of  Publick  Credit  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Nathanael  Farrington  with  the  other  Petitioners  be  paid  out  of 
the  Pul)lick  Treasury  of  this  State  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Pounds  as  a  Bounty  for  their 
trouble  aLd  expence  they  were  at  in  detecting  and  liringing  to^  Conviction  one  Abiel  Brmt- 
nal  named  in  said  Petition  and  also  the  Sum  of  Fifteen  Pounds,  being  the  Sum  of  which 
the  said  Farrington  has  been  defrauded.  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to 
by  Seven  of  the  Council."  —  Com««7  Records,  vol.  XXXVIIL, p.  514.  See,  also,  note  to 
1776-77,  chap.  44  post. 

Chap.  19.  The  following  preamble  and  resolve,  for  giving  a  bounty  for  the  capture  of 
armed  vessels  or  the  caemy,  were  passed  in  the  House  and  sent  up  for  concurrence,  but  no 
proceedings  of  the  Council  thereon  have  been  discovarcd :  — 

"  Mar.  22,  1776.  Whereas  the  Sea-Coast  of  this,  and  the  other  United  Colonies,  have 
been  for  a  long  Time  infested  with  swarms  of  armed  Vessels,  sent  there  ljy  our  uimatural 
Enemies,  for  the  Purpose  of  annoying  and  distressing  the  Inhaljitants  of  our  Sca-!'ort 
Towns,  our  Trade  and  Fishery,  he.  all  of  which  have  been  thereby  greatly  distressed, 
some  of  om-  Sea-Port  Towns  bturnt,  and  their  Inhabitants  reduced  to  jk^tate  of  Misery 
and  Want.    It  is  of  great  Importance  that  suitable  Encouragement  be  given  to  such  Pcr- 

*  Sic.  t  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CXL. 
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sons  as  shall  take,  captivate  and  bring  into  any  Port  in  this  Colony,  any  such  armed 
Vessel  or  Vessels  abovementioned. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  for  every  armed  Vessel  of  our  Enemies,  sent  for  the  Purpose 
of  cruizing,  &c.  to  Annoy  and  Distress  us  in  our  Trade  and  Fishery,  or  any  other  Way 
whatever,  which  shall  be  taken  and  brought  into  any  Port  of  this  Colony,  or  that  shall  be 
taken  in  any  Harbour  of  this  Colony  by  any  of  our  armed  Vessels  or  Boats,  which  are, 
or  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the  expence  of  private  Persons,  belonging  to  thfs  Colony,  the  fol- 
lowing Bounty  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  to  such  Person  or  Persons  as  the 
Captors  shall  appoint  to  be  by  him,  or  them  distributed  amongst  the  Persons  concerned  in 
taking  and  bringing  in  any  such  Vessel  or  Vessels  of  our  said  Enemies,  according  to 
their  Rank  in  the  same  Manner  as  their  other  Prizes  are  to  be  shared  or  divided,  viz. 

For  each  and  every  such  armed  Vessel  of  our  said  Enemies  so  taken,  and  brought  in, 
that  is  mounted  with  ten  Carriage  Guns,  eighty  Dollars  per  Gun,  and  every  such  Vessel 
mounted  with  eight  Carriage  Guns  seventy-two  Dollars  per  Gun,  and  every  such  Vessel 
mounted  with  twelve  Carriage  Guns  eighty-eight  Dollars  per  Gun,  and  so  in  that  propor- 
tion for  a  greater  or  a  lesser  Number  of  Carriage  Guns,  any  such  Vessel  so  taken  shall  be 
mounted  with.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  —  House  Journal,  p.  31. 

The  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  referred  to  in  the  note  to  chapter  17,  ante,  was 
as  follows: — "that  where  the  vessels  employed  in  the  capture  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the 
expense  of  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  then  one-third  of  the  prize  taken  shall  be  to  the 
use  of  the  captors,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds  to  the  use  of  the  said  colony,  and  where 
the  vessels  so  employed  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the  continental  charge,  then  one-third  shall 
go  to  the  captors,  and  tlie  remaining  two-thirds  to  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies,  pro- 
vided nevertheless,  that  if  the  capture  be  a  vessel  of  war,  then  the  captors  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one-half  of  the  value,  and  the  remainder  shall  go  to  the  colony  or  continent  as 
the  case  may  be,  the  necessary  charges  of  condemnation  of  all  prizes,  being  deducted 
before  distribution  made."  —  Journals  of  Congress :  Nov.  25,  1775. 

It  seems  to  have  been  supposed  thai  the  repeal  of  chapter  15,  by  chapter  17,  revived 
chapter  7,  which  is  expressly  referred  to,  in  the  second  section  of  chapter  17,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  existing  admiralty  jurisdiction.  Though  the  operation  of  repealing  acts 
to  revive  acts  formerly  repealed,  was  not  at  that  time  generallv  denied,  it  would  seem 
that,  practically,  there  were  no  admiralty  tribunals  in  operation  between  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  chapter  17,  and  the  enactment  of  the  present  chapter  —  a  period  of  twenty-five 
days. 

Besides  the  want  of  any  provision  for  giving  effect  to  the  above  resolve  of  Congress, 
both  chapters  7  and  15  were  defective  in  several  particulars  which  were  deemed  suffi- 
ciently important  to  require  further  legislation.  For  instance,  neither  act  had  prescribed 
any  limit  of  time  for  filing  bills  or  libels  against  prizes,  or  for  the  filing  of  adverse  claims; 
nor  had  they  provided  for  the  trial  of  the  latter  by  the  jury.  Furthermore,  neither  of 
these  acts  had  limited  the  juries  to  the  trial  of  cases  entered  and  published  before  the 
jurors  were  drawn ;  and  neither  had  subjected  libellants  to  the  payment  of  fees ;  nor  pro- 
vided, in  any  case,  for  appeals  to  the  Superior  Court  of  the  province — which,  it  was 
thought,  might  in  some  instances,  be  desirable  and  convenient  —  nor  for  the  taking  of 
depositions  out  of  court,  nor  for  the  sale  of  perishable  goods  before  condemnation,  nor  for 
some  other  details  of  importance  which  will  appear  upon  a  comparison  of  the  acts. 

Acconliiigl}',  after  the  repeal  of  chapter  15,  the  House  began  to  consider  the  subject 
of  amending  the  existing  law  relating  .to  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  prizes, 
and,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  March,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  read  a  first  time,  for  the 
amendment  of  chapter  7.  It  was  read  a  second  time,  on  the  '27th,  and  assigned,  for  a 
third  reading,  to  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day ;  when  it  was  recommitted.  On  the  first  of 
April,  the  bill  was  again  read  the  second  time;  and  was  passed  to  be  engrossed  on  the 
third,  and  sent  to  the  Council,  whence,  on  the  6th,  it  came  down,  with  certain  proposed 
amendments,  in  part  of  which,  only,  the  House  concurred.  On  the  10th,  the  bill  was 
referred  to  a  committee  of  conference,  proposed  by  the  Council.  This  committee  re- 
ported, on  the  11th;  whereupon  the  House  accepted  the  last  paragraph  of  their  report, 
and  rejected  the  first.  At  this  stage,  the  bill  was  again  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  con- 
currence; and  on  the  13th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

"  June  15,  1776.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  William  Tupper,  reported.  Read 
and  accepted. 

*  Whereas  it  is  provided  by  a  certain  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  that 
every  Person  who  shall  make  Capture  of  any  Vessel,  shall,  within  twenty  Days,  from  the 
Fifteenth  of  April  last,  or  within  twenty  Days  after  the  Capture  and  bringing  in  of  said 
Vessel,  either  by  himself,  his  Agent  or  Attorney,  file  a  Bill  before  the  Judge  appointed  to 
try  the  Justice  of  such  Captute.  jriving  a  full  and  ample  Account  of  the  Time,  Manner, 
and  Cause  of  the  taking  of  such  Vessel :  And  whereas  ("aptures  of  several  Vessels  have 
been  made  within  the  Eastern  District  of  this  (A)  Colony,  which  could  not  be  proceeded 
with  agreeable  to  the  Requisition  in  said  Act :  Wherefore,  Resolved,  That  Bills  of  the 
Captures  of  all  Vessels,  their  Apparatus  and  Cargoes,  which  Captures  have  been  already 
made  within  the  Eastern  District  of  this  Colony  (B)  hitherto  not  filed  before  the  Judge 
appointed  to  try  the  Justice  of  such  Captures,  may  and  shall  be  filed  before  said  Judge, 
on  any  Day  preceeding  the  first  Day  of  August  next;  any  Thing  in  the  aforesaid  Act 
made  for  the  Trial  of  the  Justice  of  such  Captures,  notwithstanding.  Sent  up  for  Concur- 
rence." —  House  Journal,  p.  88. 

"  June  18, 1776.  John  Whetcomb,  Esq;  brought  down  the  Resolve  on  the  Petition  of 
William  Tupper,  which  passed  the  House  the  Fifteenth  CurrciTt,  with  the  following  Vote 
of  Council  thereon,  viz.  In  Council,  June  IS,  1776.  Read  and  concurred,  with  the  fol- 
lowing Amendments,  viz.  At  (A)  insert,  '  or  may  have  been  made  at  Sea,  and  brought  to 
any  Port  within  the  Eastern  District  of  this  Colony.     At  (B)  insert,  '  or  made  at  Sea  and 
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brought  to  any  Port  within  the  Eastern  District  of  this  Colony.'    Sent  down  for  Concur- 
rence.   Read  and  concurred."  —  Ibid.,  p.  96. 

Chap.  20.  A  division  in  the  church  over  which  the  Rev.  Theophilus  Pickering  was  set- 
tled, grew  out  of  a  conflict  between  the  pastor  and  some  of  the  church-members,  as  early 
as  1740  or  1741,  relative  to  the  views  and  practices  of  Whitcfield.the  itinerant  revivalist 
preacher,  who  had  publicly  expounded  his  peculiar  doctrines  in  Ipswich  and  its  vicinity. 
Sixteen  members  of  this  church,  which  was  known  as  the  Second  Church  in  Ipswich, 
assembled  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Giddings,  Jan.  13,  1746,  for  the  purpose  of  separating 
from  their  pastor  "and  his  church,"  and  setting  up  "a  distinct  society,  unless  Mr.  Picker- 
ing would  consent  to  resign  his  pastorate."  The  proceedings  which  led  to  this  separation 
were  as  follows  :  — 

The  minority,  who  had  felt  aggrieved  at  the  treatment  they  received  from  their  pastor 
respecting  the  differences  between  them,  after  repeated  applications  to  the  church,  for 
redress,  which  were  refused,  withdrew  from  the  church  and  proposed  a  mutual  council. 
At  first,  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  pastor,  the  church  declined  this  proposal,  on  the 
ground  of  the  irregularity  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  aggrieved  brethren, but  afterwards 
reconsidered  their  action,  and,  in  March,  1745,  the  pastor  and  church  oflFercd  to  call  such  a 
council,  which  the  seccders,  in  turn,  declined,  unless  the  church  itself  sho'i'd  first  pass 
upon  the  matters  in  controversy,  agreeably  to  the  request  repeatedly  made  by  them. 

The  Third  Church  in  Ipswich,  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  now 
interposed,  and  advised  the  contending  parties  to  agree  to  a  mutual  council,  one-half  of 
the  members  of  which  should  be  chosen  by  the  aggrieved  brethren.  To  this  advice,  the 
pastor  and  church,  in  the  autumn  of  1745,  yielded  a  seeming  assent,  but,  on  the  pretext 
that  the  seceders  were  not  fully  represented  by  those  of  their  number  who  approved  of  it, 
hesitated  and  delayed  until  it  was  evident  that  the  calling  of  a  council  was  inevitable, 
when  the  pastor  made  a  conditional  tender  of  resignation.  The  pastor's  retirement  prom- 
ising a  satisfactory  settlement  of  all  differences,  the  call  of  a  council  was  thereupon  mu- 
tually abandoned,  and  the  agsrieved  brethren  renewed  their  communion  with  the  church. 
The  pastor,  however,  now  refused  to  resign,  upon  the  gi'ound  that  the  conditions  upon 
which  he  had  made  the  tender  of  resignation  —  the  chief  of  which  being  the  consent  of 
the  church  and  parish  —  had  failed.  The  church  had,  at  first,  given  its  consent,  but  was 
afterwards  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  it,  and  several  of  the  seceding  brethren  were  sum-  , 

moned  for  discipline ;  whereupon  they  again  signified  their  intention  to  withdraw. 

No  immediate  efforts  were  made  by  either  party  to  revive  the  call  for  a  council ;  but  the 
seceders  were  called  to  account,  at  a  church  meeting,  where  they  appeared,  but  declined  to 
give  a  written  statement  of  the  grounds  of  their  withdrawal,  as  demanded  by  the  pastor, 
which  was  made  another  obstacle  to  reconciliation ;  and  they  thereupon  formally  with- 
drew from  the  church,  and  began  to  hold  separate  meetings,  of  which  the  meeting  at  the 
house  of  Daniel  Giddings  was  the  first.  Meanwhile  the  original  seceders  and  those  who 
had  followed  them  were  censured  by  the  church,  and  suspended  from  "  communion  and 
all  special  privileges." 

An  ex  parte  coiincil  was  now  called  by  the  church,  for  advice.  This  council  met  in 
April,  1746,  and  was  composed  of  representatives  of  five  churches ;  but  the  separating 
brethren  declined  to  attend.  This  council  advised  the  church  to  repeat  the  offer  of  a 
mutual  council,  which  they  entreated  the  seceders  to  accept,  if  tendered,  and  in  the  mean 
time  recommended  the  latter  to  abstain  from  separate  meetings,  and  the  church  to  forbear 
to  censure  them ;  and,  in  case  their  offers  were  refused,  to  call  upon  other  neighboring 
churches  to  join  with  the  five  churches,  "  and  strengthen  the  advice  which  may  be  found 
necessary." 

The  offer  of  a  mutual  council  was  accordingly  repeated,  but  not  accepted,  whereupon 
four  more  churches,  at  the  request  of  the  Second  Church,  joined,  the  following  month,  in 
the  advisory  council.  The  separating  brethren,  while  declining  to  unite  in  the  call  of  this 
council,  or  to  submit  their  grievances  to  its  adjudication,  appeared  before  it,  "  put  in  their 
papers,"  and  gave  the  council  a  hearing  of  their  case,  whereupon  a  majority  of  the  coun- 
cil,  while  blaming  Mr.  Pickering,  in  some  particulars,  and  advising  both  the  pastor  and 
the  church  to  use  every  proper  means  to  secure  the  return  of  their  disaffected  brethren, 
condemned  the  withdrawal  of  the  latter  as  "  unjustifiable  and  reproachful  to  religion;" 
and  even  the  dissenting  minority  expressed  theii-  inal)ility  to  justify  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  action  of  the  separatists,  and  recommended  mutual  eflbrts  for  a  reunion. 

From  January  to  May,  1746,  the  separating  brethren,  were  proceeding  towards  the 
organization  of  a  separate  church,  which  they  accomplished, on  the  day  the  advisory  coun- 
cil was  in  session,  with  the  sanction  of  another  council  consisting  of  delegates  from  cer- 
tain churches  in  Connecticut,  and  from  the  Separatist  Church  in  Boston.  Mr.  John  Cleave- 
land,  who  had  been  called  as  early  as  the  17th  of  December,  previous,  was  ordained 
pastor  over  the  new  church,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1747,  in  the  presence  of  a  council 
consisting  of  the  pastor  and  delegates  of  the  First  Church  in  Ipswich  and  the  Second 
Church  in  Kittery,  —  delegates  from  other  churches  invited,  with  the  exception  of  those 
from  the  church  at  Exeter,  being  detained  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  The  action 
of  the  First  Church  in  this  particular  was  resented  by  the  Second  Church,  and  made  the 
ground,  first,  of  an  offer  by  the  Second  Church  to  call  a  mutual  council.  A  council  being 
declined  by  the  First  Church,  letters  subsequently  passed. between  the  churclies  ending 
with  an  admonition  to  the  former  from  the  Second  Church.  To  this  admonitory  letter  the 
First  Church  replied,  justifying  its  action,  whereupon  more  letters  followed,  and  finally  a 
call  was  made  by  the  Second  Church,  upon  seven  churches  to  second  their  admonition. 
These  churches  "fiiiling  to  respond  at  the  appointed  time,  the  call  was  revived  for  this 
council,  to  meet,  July  19, 1743;  when  six  of  the  seven  churches  called,  appeared  hy  their 
elders  and  delegates.    Upon  requesting  the  appearance  of  the  separating  brethren,  and 
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the  representatives  of  the  First  Church,  it  appeared  that  notice  had  not  been  regularly 
given  to  either,  and  though,  on  this  account,  a  formal  appearance  was  declined,  not  only 
the  pastor  of  the  First  Church,  and  several  of  its  members,  were  present  before  the  coun- 
cil, but  a  leading  member  of  the  sepirating  congregation  was  admitted,  upon  his  request, 
to  appear  in  a  private  capacity.  The  council  was  thereupon  adjourned,  to  meet,  on  the 
26th,  at  the  Old  South  Meeting-house  in  Boston,  and  notice  of  the  adjournment  was  duly 
served  upon  the  First  Church  and  the  separaijng  brethren. 

Upon  the  reassembling  of  the  council  at  Boston  all  the  churcUbs  interested  were  repre- 
sented—  though  sitch  of  the  separating  brethren  as  were  present,  appeared,  nominally,  in 
a  private  capacity;  and  the  First  Church  stated  their  case  by  letter,  in  which  they  also 
notified  the  couucii  that  if  they  should  decide  to  act  upon  any  matters  concerning  that 
church,  "in  the  third  way  of  communion,"  they  expected  to  have  the  same  laid  Itcfore 
them  for  their  consideration.  The  cauncil  agreed  upon  eight  articles  of  advice,  in  which 
they  approve  of  the  action  of  the  aggrieved  brethren  in  invoiiing  the  aid  of  a  neighboring 
church,  and  express  satisfaction  with  the  call  of  a  mutual  council  which  they  declare  to 
have  been  "a  proper  method  of  issuing  their  ditferenoes."  They  also  affirni  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  all  parties  to  have  revived  the  call  for  the  mutual  council  which  had  been 
abandoned,  and  declare  that  the  conduct  of  the  aggrieved  brethren,  in  withdrawing,  was 
disorderly,  as  well  on  account  of  their  not  having  first  endeavored  to  revive  the  call  for  a 
council,  as  of  their  not  first  having  asked  for  a  dismission  from  the  church;  and  they 
condemn  their  not  accepting  the  offer  of  a  call  for  another  council,  and  pronounce  their 
excuse  therefor  groundless;  and,  though  they  express  the  opinion  that  it  would  have  been 
more  reasonable  for  the  Se.';ond  Church  to  have  proposed  a  revival  of  the  call  for  a  council, 
they  commend  that  church  for  forbearing  to  censure  the  separating  brethren  and  for  their 
seeking  and  following  the  advice  of  the  five  churches.  While  expressing  their  gratifica- 
tion that  some  of  the  aggrieved  brethren  appeared  before  the  council  they  pronounce 
the  organization  of  a  new  church  "  unjustifiable  and  sinful,  inasmuch  as  a  door  appears" 
"to  have  been  open  to  their  relief,  and  therefore  their  Covenant  bonds,  as  members  of 
said  church,  remained  upon  them,"  by  which  they  had  justly  incurred  the  censures 
pronounced  upon  them  by  the  church.  They  also  condemn  the  action  of  the  First 
Church  in  uniting  with  the  church  at  Kittery  to  ordain  Mr.  Cleaveland,  as  unjustifi- 
able, and  declare  that  the  pastor  and  his  flock  have  no  "just  claim  to  be  acknowledged  a 
,  congregational  church,  regularly  constituted."    They  conclude  by  entreating  the  First 

Church  to  "revise  their  conduct"  in  the  matter  of  the  ordination,  and  advising  the  sepa- 
rating brethren  to  meekly  consider  the  censures  which  they  have  felt  obliged  to  pass  upon 
them ;  and  finally  they  observe  to  the  Second  Church,  "  that  where  there  are  divisions 
there  ought  to  be  great  searching,  each  one  of  his  own  heart,"  exhorting  them  to  behave 
towards  "their  separating  brethren  with  all  Christian  moderation,  without  any  further  dis- 
ciplinary process  against  them,  and  to  be  ready  to  permit  their  return,  if  they  should  so 
desire,  "  without  any  scvei'c  demands  upon  them." 

The  death  of  Mr.  Pickening,  which  occurred  in  the  autumn  of  1747,  had  been  followed 
by  renewed  efforts  for  a  i-eunion  of  the  members  of  the  divided  church;  but  the  result  of 
the  council  at  Boston  rather  strengthened  the  determination  of  the  majority,  and  these 
eflForts  iiroved  unavailing;  the  old  diurch  refusing  to  give  Mr.  Cleaveland  a  trial  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  pastoral  office,  which  would,  undoubtedly,  have  led  to  a  reconciliation. 
The  principal  objection,  by  the  Second  Church,  to  considering  proposals  for  a  reunion,  was 
the  claim  that  these  proposals  were  offered  by  the  separatists  in  the  name  of  a  congrega- 
tional church,  and  signed  l)y  Mr.Cleaveiand  as  jiastor. 

The  separatists  —  who  had  been  at  the  ex])ense  of  erecting  a  meeting-house,  and  who 
were  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  the  settlement  of  a  new  minister  over  the  old  congrega- 
tion, to  whose  support  they  would  be  obliged  to  continue  to  contribute,  besides  b&iring 
the  whole  expense  of  their  own  society — applied  to  the  Legislature  for  relief. 

In  their  petition,  which  was  dated  Dec.  20,  1718,  they  ask  to  lie  set  off,  together  with 
such  others  as  might,  within  a  i-easonahle  time,  indicate  a  desire  to  unite  with  them,  into 
a  distinct  parish,  and  to  receive,  as  such,  a  moiety  of  the  common  property  of  the  old 
parish.  On  this  petition,  which  was  signed  by  fiftv-five  inhabitants  of  the  second  parish, 
and  which  was  supplemented  by  a  similar  petition,  signed  by  nine  other  inhabitants  of  the 
parish,  and  dated  March  20th,  notice  was  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  second  parish  to  show 
cause,  on  the  second  Friday  of  the  April  session.  The  separating  brethren,  also,  had 
previously  presented  written  overtures  to  the  parish,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  8th  of 
March,  to  induce  them  to  assent  to  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 

In  response  to  the  notice,  the  second  parish  presented  an  answer  to  the  petition,  in 
which  they  reply  to  the  several  charges  of  the  petitioners,  and,  without  directly  protest- 
ing against  the  division,  they  submit  it  to  the  General  Court  to  decide  whether  or  not  "  it 
will  not  be  highly  detrimental,  as  to  other  churches  and  parishes,  so  particularly  to  our 
parish,  which  is  liot  so  large  but  a  division  of  it  into  two  will  so  weaken  our  hands  as  that 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  support  our  ministers  with  honour  to  them  and  comfort  to  our- 
selves; and  our  aggi-ieved  [brethren]  pretend  not  to  be  of  different  perswasion  from  us,  in 
point  of  doctrine,  woi'ship  or  discipline." 

The  petitions  and  answer  were  read  in  Council,  April  14,  1749,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  hear  the  parties  in  attendance,  "  and  report  what  they  judge  proper  for  this 
court  to  do  thereon."  In  thi",  the  House  refused  to  concur,  but  ordered  that  the  petition 
be  dismissed,  and  on  the  next  day,  the  Council  concurred  in  this  order. 

Not  disheartened  by  this  failuic,  the  separating  brethren  renewed  their  application  to 
the  next  Legislature ;  this  time,  representing  that,  in  the  last  year  or  two  of  their  contro- 
versy with  the  second  parish,  they  had  acted,  chiefly,  under  the  advice  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wigglesworth,  and  his  church,  whose  advice  Mr.  Pickering  and  his  church  had  professed 
a  willingness  to  follow.    They  also  represent  that  their  case  is  one  of  peculiar  hardship, 
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and  not  likely  to  be  taken  as  a  precedent  for  other  separatists  not  in  the  precise  sitaation 
with  themselves.  Their  petition,  which  was  signed  by  fifty-five  inhabitants  of  the  parish, 
was  read  in  the  House,  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  notice  thereon  to  the  second  parish  re- 
fused. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  second  parish  had  assessed  a  tax,  to  defray  the  expense  of  repair- 
ing the  meeting-house,  and  to  pay  the  arrearages  of  Mr.  Pici\ering's  salary.  This  they 
proceeded  to  levy,  ))y  distress ;  whereupon,  thelegality  of  the  form  of  the  assessment  was 
contested,  at  law ;  eminent  counsel  being  retained  on  both  sides.  The  assessment  was 
declared  invalid,  for  technical  reasons,  by  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  and  the  col- 
lector was  threatened  with  other  suits  to  recover  raone)'s  illegally  collected  by  him. 
Thereupon,  the  parish  trustees,  so  called,  and  the  collectors,  applied  to  the  General  Court, 
through  Robert  Auchmuty,  their  counsel,  to  have  their  doings  ratified,  and  the  defect 
cured  in  the  assessment  and  warrant  for  collection,  notwithstanding  they  had  already 
instituted  proceedings  for  a  review,  in  which  they  hoped  to  avail  themselves  of  the  legislsi- 
tive  ratification.  Tlie  petition  by  Auchmuty  was  read,  in  the  Council,  on  the  28th  of  June, 
1749,  and  an  order  passed  ratifying  the  irregular  proceedings,  with  an  order  of  notice  to 
Sanmel  Low,  the  original  plaintiff,  to  show  c^iuse  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  August 
session,  why  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  should  not  be  granted.  This  vote  of  the  Coun- 
cil seems  not  to  have  reached  the  House  until  Aug.  4th,  when  the  latter  refused  to  concur 
therein,  but  ordered  notice  to  Low  to  appear,  with  any  others  "  who  apprehend  themselves 
affected  thereby,"  and  show  cause,  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  November  session;  and 
that  all  proceedings,  on  both  sides,  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time.  This  was  concurred  in 
by  the  Council,  on  the  next  day. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly,  Samuel  Low  and  others,  for  themselves  and  their 
associates,  presented  their  answer  to  this  petition,  alleging  other  grounds  of  objection  to 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  tax,  than  the  technical  points  upon  which  the 
Superior  Court  had  given  judgment,  and,  ou  the  24th  of  November,  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  a  joint  committee.  This  committee  reported  to  the  Council,  December  2, 1749, 
that  the  assessment  and  warrants  for  collection  be  ratified,  and  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  law  be  stayed,  and  recommended  that  the  respondents'  petition,  filed  at  the 
May  session,  be  revived.  The  Council  accepted  this  report,  except  the  recommenda- 
tion of  a  revival  of  the  former  petition,  and  the  stay  of  proceedings  at  law.  On  the  8th, 
the  House  nonconcurred  in  this  action  of  the  Council,  and  substituted  an  order  for  the  ap-  ^ 

pointment  of  a  committee  to  repair  to  tlie  second  parish,  hear  the  parties,  and  report  what 
they  judge  proper  to  be  done  thereon.  The  Council  refused  to  concur  in  this,  but  voted 
to  adhere  to  their  former  order,  with  an  amendment  striking  out  a  provision  for  barring 
all  future  actions  growing  out  of  the  illegal  assessment.  On  the  18th,  the  House  again 
nonconcurred,  and  insisted  upon  their  own  vote;  and  the  Council,  on  the  next  day,  voted 
a  nonconcurrence.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  last  action  upon  this  subject  by  this 
General  Court. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  next  Assembly,  a  committee  of  the  second  parish  presented  a 
petition  praying  to  have  the  petition  of  the  trustees  and  collector  revived;  which  was 
accordingly  done,  by  a  concurrent  vote,  dated  June  2,  1750,  and  notice  was  ordered  to 
be  served  on  Samuel  Low,  to  appear  and  show  cause  against  the  same,  on  the  22d  of  the 
same  month ;  at  which  time  the  petition  and  the  answer  of  Low  and  others,  were  read, 
and  an  order  was  passed,  the  next  day,  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  second  parish, 
at  their  meetings  on  March  21st,  and  October  12,  1747,  and  ratifying  the  assessment  and 
warrants  for  collection,  substantially  in  accordance  with  the  order  passed  by  the  last 
Council. 

At  the  September  session,  the  separating  brethren  presented  a  memorial,  setting  forth 
the  hardship  of  the  operation  of  the  order  of  the  previous  session,  and  praying  for  the 
stay  of  all  further  proceedings  on  the  actions  pending  in  the  judicial  courts,  and  that  their 
petition  to  be  set  off  might  be  revived  and  granted,  and  they  exempted  from  any  future 
taxes;  at  the  same  time  expressing  their  willingness  to  pay  all  taxes  already  assessed, 
and  to  pay  the  expense  of  a  committee  of  the  Legislatnre  appointed  to  visit  the  parish  and 
examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Upon  this  petition  it  was  ordered,  October 
4th,  that  notice  be  served  upon  the  cleric  of  the  second  parish,  to  show  cause,  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  the  next  session,  which  began  on  the  10th  of  January,  1750-51,  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  all  suits  respecting  parish  taxes  be  stayed.  At  the  time  appointed 
for  the  hearing,  the  second  parish  submitted  an  answer  to  this  petition,  repeating  substan- 
tially, the  objections  they  had  urged  against  previo4is  petitions  of  the  separatists.  The 
Council,  on  the  17th,  ordered  the  petition  to  be  dismissed;  but  the  House,  the  next  day, 
refused  to  concur  in  this,  and  voted  to  refer  this,  "  and  any  other  petitions  and  answers 
referred  to  in  this  petition,"  to  a  joint  committee;  whereupon  the  Council  concurred,  and 
a  committee  was  accordingly  appointed.  This  committee  reported,  on  the  20th,  that  the 
petition  be  dismissed.  This  report  was  accepted  by  the  Council,  but  rejected  by  the 
House,  which,  on  the  7th  of  February,  passed  an  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee,  to  repair  to  the  second  parish,  '*  hear  the  parties,  inquire  into  their  circum- 
stances, and  report  what  they  judge  proper  for  this  court  to  do  thereon."  In  this,  the 
Council  refused  to  concur. 

Upon  this  dead-lock  in  the  Legislature,  the  matter  seems  to  have  rested  until  the  thu"d 
session  of  the  next  Assembly,  when  a  committee  of  Mr  Cleaveland's  society  again  pre- 
sented a  memorial,  asking  to  be  set  off  from  the  second  parish,  far  the  reasosis  assigned 
by  them.  This  memorial  was  read,  in  the  House,  Jan.  16, 1752,  and  notice  was  thereupon 
ordered  to  be  served  on  the  clerk  of  the  second  parish,  to  show  cause,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  next  session  in  April ;  but  the  Council  refused  to  concur. 

At  the  third  session  of  the  next  General  Court,  the  persistent  separatists  once,  more  prc- 
Bented  a  memorial,  accompanied  by  a  list  of  fifty-seven  names,  of  inhabitants  of  the 
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second  parish,  who  desired  to  be  set  oflf  into  a  distinct  parish.  It  appearing  by  this  me- 
morial—which is  given  below,  together  with  the  action  of  the  Legislature  thereupon  — 
that  the  two  societies  had  agreed  upon  terms  of  separation,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
was  granted :  and  the  new  organization,  which  had  been  known  as  the  Fourth  Church, 
became  the  sixth  parish  in  Ipswich. 

"To  The  Hon'ilii  Spencer  Phips  Esqt  Lieut  Governour  of  the  Massechusetts-Bay.  The 
Honyj?  his  Majesty's  Council,  And  House  of  Representatives  In  General  Court,  assembled 
November  1752. 

The.  Memorial  of  a  Cora«!5S  of  the  Society  Usually  attending  The  Ministry  of  the 
Revil  Mr  John  Cleaveland  iu  Chebacco  in  Ipswich,  most  humbly  Sheweth  — 

That  in  order  to  putt  an  End  to  the  Troubles,  That  have  so  "long  Subsisted  among  us; 
The  Second  Parish  in  Ipswich,  In  March  last  Chose  a  Comll^S  to  confer  with  a  Coml!«£  of 
our  Society  in  Order  to  an  accommodation  of  our  s''  Differances,  and  to  See  if  any  condi- 
tions could  be  come  into,  on  the  performance  of  which  we  might  be  sett  off 

The  Substance  of  the  ComtiH£2  Report  was,  That  the  Sepurate  Partv  should  pay  their 
proportion  of  the  Parish  Tax  for  y"  year  1750.  That  They  also  repay  an  Execution,  They 
had  Ilecovercd  against  Josiah  Burnain  One  of  the  Parish  Collectors  — Also  their  propor- 
tion of  i  he  Rev  J  M;:  Porter's  Sallery  for  the  year  1751.  As  also  their  part  of  all  other 
Legal  parish  Charge  untill  the  first  of  March  1752:  And  Relinquish  their  Rights  to  the 
Meeting  House  and  Personage-Land  — 

On  these  conditions  being  performed  in  Six  Months,  and  Our  Names  given  in  to  the 
Parish  Clerk,  we  were  to  be  sett  otf  with  our  Estates  into  a  Distinct  Parish,  (Except 
Wainwright  Farm)  if  the  Hon!  Court  Should  See  Meet;  all  which  will  more  fully  appear 
by  the  Report  of  s'i  Comliiis  herewith  preferr'd  :  — 

This  Report  being  laid  before  the  Parish,  was  at  that  Meeting  accepted;  And  the  Con- 
ditions on  our  part  (Th6  with  Unspeakalile  DifBcnUy,  by  almost  Sixtv  of  our  people) 
Since  complied  with,  A  List  of  whose  Names  herewith  allso  exhibited;  Being  laid  before 
the  Parish  at  a  Meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  the  29i!i  of  Instant  November,  the  s?! 
Parish  Voted  their  Acceptance  or  Satisfaction  thereon  as  may  appear  l)y  their  Vote  here- 
with exhibited:  —  And  althd  they  declined  Sending  a  Person  to  the  Court  with  us,  at  our 
Desire  to  assist  us,  as  Judging  it  needless  Inasmuch  as  your  Hon'j!  have  all  Their  Votes 
on  this  Afair ;  Yet  They  exprest  a  Very  General  Consent  And  Satisfaction  at  our  being 
Sett  ofif : 

And  now  may  It  please  your  Honii  as  we  have  had  a  Learned  Orthodox  Minister  or- 
dain'd  over  us  for  Six  or  Seven  years  past,  Under  whose  Exemplary  Life  &  faithful  Min- 
istrations we  Sett  with  great  Delight  —  have  a  Meeting  House  built  and  are  we  hope  in  a 
Good  Measure  Able  to  Support  the  Charge  of  a  Parish,  while  the  Parish  we  Leave,  is 
well  able  to  Support  their's  and  are  now  wilhng  to  part  with  us,  and  that  we  Should  be 
freed  from  those  Burdens,  y' we  have  for  nine  or  Ten  years  past  Groaned  under;  which 
have  so  often  been  laid  before  this  Hon4  Court  as  to  Need,  we  believe,  no  farther  mention 
We  Therefore  most  humbly  pray  your  Honours  to  Sett  otf  Such  of  our  Society  as  have 
signed  the  si  List,  and  to  incorporate  us  with  our  Families  &  estates  into  a  Distinct  ik 
Seperate  Parish  (at  Least  to  grant  us  a  Discharge  from  all  futer  Parish  Charges  with 
them)  with  the  Powers  and  Priviledges  by  Law,  common  to  Parishes,  within  the  Prov- 
ince, And  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  Ever  Pray  — 

f  Francis  Choat 
Com»ee  J  David  Low 

(Eleazer  Cea:^t 
In  the  House  of  Rep'^'^s  Dec.  8  1752 

Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petn  be  granted  And  that  the  Pet's  being  fifty 
seven  in  Number,  (A  List  of  whose  Names  are  herewith  exhibited)  with  their  Families 
and  Estates  l)e  and  they  hereby  arc  made  a  Distinct  and  seperate  Precinct  (The  second 
Parish  in  Ipswich  having  expressed  their  willingness)  And  that  they  l)e  and  hereby  are 
Endued  with  all  the  Priviledges  which  other  Precincts  in  this  Province  do  Enjoy 

sent  up  for  concurrence  T.  HrnnAun  Spk'. 

In  Council  Dec^  S.  1752  Read  &  Coneurd.  Tiio^  Clakke  Dp'y  Se~- 

Consented  to— S  Phii-s.*'  — 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  13,  p.  335. 

The  two  parishes  continued  separate  until  1774,  when  Mr.  Cleaveland  —  who  had  not 
only  distinguished  himself  in  the  pulpit,  but  had  become  widely  known  for  his  enthu- 
siastic support  of  the  popular  cause  in  tie  beghming  of  the  Revolution  —  having  outlived  the 
prejudices  against  him  in  the  seotmd  parish,  that  parish  made  proposals  for  a  union 
of  the  two  churches.  Both  parishes  and  both  churches  joined  in  the  call  of  an  ecclesi- 
astical council,  to  l)e  held  on  the  4th  of  October,  177i,  which,  at  an  adjourncti  session,  on 
the  2Gth,  ajjproved  of  articles  of  agreement  for  perfecting  the  union  of  the  cluirches.  It 
now  remained  to  effect  a  similar  union  of  the  parishes;  and,  accordfngly,  after  the  Gen- 
eral Court  had  resumed  its  functions,  the  next  year,  the  following  memorial  was  pre- 
sented :  — 

"  To  the  Hono'"  the  Council  and  Hous  of  Representitives  in  General  Court  Assembled 
at  Watertown,  March,  1776 

The  Memorial  of  Ji)nathan  Cogswell  jun""  &  John  Choate  in  behalf  of  the  Second  and 
Sixth  Parishes  in  Ipswich  Sheweth  That  the  said  Second  and  Sixth  parishes  are  made  up 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Ipswich  Call'.'  Cheljacco.  and  not  Seperatcd  from  eacn 
Other  by  a  parish  line,  but  are  promiscuously  Situated,  and  were  formerly  One  parish, 
and  Included  the  whole  of  said  Chebacco  — 

That  for  a  Considerable  time  past  one  of  said  parishes  have  ben  destitute  of  a  Minister, 
iu  which  time  they  have  Joined  with  the  Other  parish  in  Suporting  the  Rev'  M'  John 
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Cleaveland  and  have  jointly  Attended  his  Ministry  —  That  in  October  1774  the  Two 
Churches  in  said  parishes  where  United  into  One  Church  under  the  pastoral  Care  of  the 
Slid  M'  Cleaveland  by  the  Advice  &  Assistance  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Council  — 

That  in  March  last  the  two  parishes  Unanimously  Agreed  to  Unilc  into  One  parish  on 
the  following  Conditions  Viz  —  l'^',  That  when  United  they  bear  the  name  or  Stile  of 
the  Second  parish  in  Ipswich. — '2<!  That  all  the  Interest  Rights  and  previledgus  cither  in 
Houses  or  Lands  that  did  belong  to  said  Parishes  in  their  Seperate  State  be  put  into  One 
Stock  for  the  good  of  the  Whole,  together  with  Such  Other  Improvements  as  the  ReV 
M'  John  Cleaveland  now  Occupies  Agrcealile  to  the  Agreement  of  a  Number  of  proprie- 
tors with  him  dureing  his  Ministry  in  Chebacco  — 

3J  That  when  United  they  meet  for  the  publick  Worship  of  God  one  half  of  the  time 
in  One  Meeting  Hous  and  the  Other  half  in  the  Other  or  Interchangebly  until  the  Parish 
shall  see  Cause  to  build  a  new  Meeting  House  —  4"',  That  when  said  parishes  are  Incor- 
perated  itito  one  Parish  They  shall  not  be  Chargeble  with  any  Debt  made  or  Contracted 
in  each  of  said  parishes  before  the  Union  took  place;  but  those  perticular  pei'sons  who 
before  the  Union  Constituted  the  Second  parish  shall  pay  the  Outstanding  Debts  or 
bohindmcnts  of  said  Second  parish,  and  Those  perticular  persons  who  before  the  Union 
Constituted  the  Sixth  parish  shall  pay  the  Outstanding  Debts  or  behindments  of  the  said 
Six  parish  — 

5a.  That  the  Several  Collectors  &  Constables  to  whome  any  assessment  has  ben  Com- 
mited  by  cither  Parish  in  their  Seperate  State  be  impowered  to  finish  their  Several  Collec- 
tions, And  the  Other  Parish  Officers,  in  each  of  s^i  parishes  be  still  Invested  with  the 
power  of  Parish  Officers,  to  Settle  all  the  Business  of  their  Respective  parishes  untill  the 
Same  be  fully  Compleated  — 

Wherefore  your  Memorialist  Humbly  prays,  that  as  the  Aforesaid  Second  &  Sixth 
parishes,  are"  not  so  large  but  that  they  can  Conveniently  Assemble  together  for  publick 
Worship,  and  from  their  Situation  can  as  Conveniently  assemble  in  One  place  as  in  two, 
and  as  a  Manifest  Inconvenience  avIH  arise  from  their  being  two  Parishes  and  but  one 
Church  and  as  upon  Mature  Deliberation  they  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Conditions  of  their 
Union  as  Incerted  above,  will  he  most  Conducive  to  their  future  peace  and  Prosperity, — 
That  this  Honorable  Court  would  put  a  Sanction  on  their  Proceedings  and  Confirm  the 
Same  —  And  Your  Memorialist  Shall  ever  Pray  — 

JoN-;^  Cogswell  Jin    )  Committee  in  behalf  of  ye  Second  & 
John  Choate  J     Sixth  Parish  in  Ipswich."  —  Ibid., 

vol.  180,  p.  355. 

This  memorial  was  immediately  referred  to  a  committee,  which,  on  the '21st,  reported 
that  the  facts  therein  set  forth  had  been  fully  proved  to  them,  and  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  uniting  both  parishes  in  one,  by  the  name  of  the  Second 
Parish  in  Ipswich."  This  report  was  accepted,  in  concurrence,  on  the  same  day,  and, 
accordingly,  a  bill  for  this  purpose  was  read  a  first  time,  March  22d;  and,  the  next  day, 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  On 
the  fifth  of  April,  the  Council  passed  the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  with  a  slight  amendment, 
in  which  the  House  promptly  concurred,  and  offered  a  further  amendment,  which  received 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council,  changing  the  year  of  the  king's  reign  to  the  year  of  the 
Christian  era,  in  the  heading  of  the  bill,  and,  on  the  17th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be 
enacted. 

Chap.  21.  "Feb.  1,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  — Ordered  that  Mr 
Speaker,  Colonel  Orne,  and  Colonel  Freeman,  with  such  as  the  Hon'ble  Board  may  join, 
be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  bill,  establishing  a  Test,  by  which  all  persons  innimical  to 
the  rights  and  Libertys  of  America,  shall  be  distinguished  from  their  Friends,  and  to 
provide  some  Methods  to  secure  us  against  the  Practices  and  designs  of  our  Enemies. 
And  that  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  that  they  immediately,  and  previous  to 
theu'  reporting  any  Bill  for  this  purpose,  write  to  the  dele.sates  of  this  Colony  at  the  Amer- 
ican Congress,  and  obtain  information  from  them,  whether  the  Congress  have  taken,  or 
are  about  to  take,  any  measures  for  this  purpose,  or  if  they  have  taken  any,  what  those 
measures  are. —  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred  and  William  Sever  and  Thomas  Gush- 
ing Esq"?  are  joined."  —  Council  Recorcls,vol.  XXXI. ,  j).  521. 

The  journals  of  the  Continental  Congress  do  not  show  the  reception  of  this  application; 
but  on  the  14th  of  March,  1776,  the  resolve,  set  out  in  full  in  the  preamble  to  this  chapter, 
was  passed,  together  with  the  following:  — 

"  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  transmitted  by  the  delegates  of 
each  colony,  to  their  respective  assemblies,  conventions,  or  councils  or  committees  of 
safety."  — Journals  of  CongreiiS. 

On  the  20th  of  March  a  message  was  sent  up  from  the  House  to  the  Council  to  know  if 
they  had  "  concurred  in  a  vote  of  this  House,  appointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  test 
act,"  and  on  the  third  day  of  April  the  above-mentioned  resolve  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, was  brought  down.  Two  days  later  the  repwrt  of  a  committee  on  these  resolves, 
was  brought  down,  read  and  recommitted,  with  directions  to  the  committee  to  report  '•  a 
form  of  an  association  to  be  tendered  by  the  committees  of  the  several  towns,  to  such  per- 
sons as  they  shall  have  reason  to  suspect  are  disaffected  to  the  American  cause."  The  report 
was  read  again  the  same  day,  and  recommitted  —  the  former  vote  having  been  recon- 
sidered—  with  directions  to  the  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  resolve  of  Congress.  On  the  10th  of  April  the  committee  was  ordered  "  to  consider 
the  act  lately  passed  by  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  for  restraining  nnd  i)unishing  per- 
sons wno  are  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  bung  in  one  bill  for 
these  purposes."  On  the  23d  some  changes  were  made  in  this  committee  and  it  was  "  di- 
rected to  sit  this  forenoon  and  proceed  upon  the  bill  until  they  have  finished  it,"  and  oa 
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the  26th,  tl:e  1)111  was  brought  dovvu,  witli  an  endorsement  that  it  had  been  read  twice  and 
nnanimouBly  passed  to  be  engrossed  by  the  Council.  On  the  27th,  the  bill  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  on  the  29th,  after  having  been  committed  to  Messrs.  Sullivan,  Gushing  and 
Freeman,  it  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  to  be  en^'rosscd,  with  amendments,  and  was 
sent  up  to  the  Council.  On  the  30th,  the  bill  was  brought  down  with  a  vote  of  the  Council, 
proposing  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in,  and  a  further  amendment  proposed  by 
the  House;  and  on  the  first  of  Miiy  it  was  passed  to  lie  enacted,  and  the  following  order 
was  passed  for  distribution  of  printed  bianks  of  the  test  declaration :  — 

*'  Ordered,  That  Col.  Freeman,  get  the  Association  contained  in  the  Act  passed  this  Day 
printed,  so  many  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  furnish  each  Town  with  three,  and  disperse  the 
same  accordingly." —  Ilouse  Journal,  p.  229. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  next  General  Court  attempts  were  made  to  alter  and 
amend  this  act.  A  motion  for  that  purpose  was  made  as  early  as  June  1st,  which  after  some 
debate  was  ordered  to  subside;  but  on  the  tiftli,  the  House  specially  assigned  the  after- 
noon of  the  next  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and,  on  the  17th,  a  bill  was  re- 
ported and  read  a  first  and  second  time,  when  an  amendment  was  offered  for  allowing 
those  who  had  signed  the  declaration  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  this  chapter,  to 
erase  their  names,  and  to  sign  the  new  form  prescribed  by  the  proposed  bill.  The  Ijill  so 
amended  was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  June  25th,  and 
sent  up  for  concurrence.  This  resulted  in  a  committee  of  conference,  July  1st,  and  the 
next  day  the  following  resolve  *  was  passed; — 

"  July  2, 1776.  In  Council.  On  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Conference  appointed  by 
both  Houses  to  consider  the  Sub>ject  Matter  of  a  Rill  for  altering  &  amendinjr  an  Act 
passed  in  the  last  Session  of  the  Gr;  at,  &  General  Court  call'd  the  Test  Act.  —  Itesolved 
that  the  Couiittcc  of  Inspection  it  .Safety  of  each,  &  every  Town,  &  place  in  tiiis  Colony 
be,  tt  they  hereby  r.re  directed  to  omit  tendeiing  the  Declaration  i)i-escril)'d  liy  iin  Act 
pass'd  in  the  last  Session  of  the  Gcncvnl  Court  of  this  Colony  couDuonly  called  the  Test 
Act,  and  also  to  refniin  from  encpiiringf  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  severally  to  sub- 
scribe said  Declaration,  and  that  all  proceedings  against  such  Persons  as  have  already  re- 
fused, or  neglected  to  sign  the  same  Declaration  be  stayed  'till  the  further  Order  of  this 
Court,  and  that  John  Winthrop  &  Francis  Dana  Esqi's  with  such  as  the  Hon :  House 
shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  aforesaid  Test  Act  and  also  a 
Bill  well  lias  pass'd  the  Hon :  House  of  Representatives  in  their  presertt  Session  for  the 
alterations,  &  amendments  of  the  same  and  in  the  Recess  of  the  Court  to  prepare  at  the 
next  sitting  of  this  General  Assembly  report  a  new  Bill  touching  the  Subject  Matter 
thereof  with  such  Amendments,  &  Additions  as  they  shall  judge  Proper.  In  Council. 
Read,  &  accepted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read,  &  Concurred,  &  M.\  Hobart  M";  Wendell,  & 
M""  Cooper  are  joined.  Consented  to  by  the  Major  part  of  the  Council." — Council 
Records,  vol.  XXXV.,  p.  136. 

The  following  order  was  passed  by  the  Council :  — 

"  July  3,  1776.  In  Council.  Order'd,  That  part  of  the  Resolution  of  this  Gen'  Assembly 
respecting  the  Declaration  prescrilied  in  the  Act  commonly  called  the  Test  Act  be  forth- 
with publish'd  in  hand  Bills,  &  sent  to  the  several  Committees  of  Inspection,  &  Safety  of 
the  several  Towns  Districts,  &  Plantations  within  this  Colony,  &  deliver'd  to  every  Mem- 
ber of  this  present  Assembly."  —  Ibid., p.  142. 

In  the  second  session  the  committee  appointed  by  the  above  resolve  was  enlarged,  by 
the  addition  of  one  member  from  each  branch,  and  was  ordered  to  sit  forthwith,  on  the 
thirty-first  of  August,  and,  again,  on  the  ninth  of  September,  but  no  further  progress  rel- 
ative to  the  proposed  amendment  seems  to  have  been  made  that  sessio  i. 

In  the  third  session  the  following  order  was  passed,  but  no  I'cport .  om  the  committee 
therein  appointed,  and  no  further  action  of  the  Assembly,  upoT  this  subject,  has  been  dis 
covered. 

"Nov.  21,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered,  That  M':.  Cushing, 
M'..  Murray,  M'..  Cooper,  M":.  Story,  &  M":.  Pickering  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  such 
Coihittee  as  the  Hon*;'."  i3oard  may  join  on  the  subject  of  po.'mitting  Persons  inimical  to 
America  to  depart  this  State  —  In  Council.  Read,  &  Concurr'd,  &  Jeremiah  Powell,  Wil- 
liam Phillips,  Caleb  Cushing,  John  Winthrop,  &  Thomas  Cushing  Esq'?,  are  joined  on  tho 
part  of  the  Bosird."— Ibid.,  vol.  XXXVI.,  p.  192. 

Chap.  22.  As  early  as  the  fifth  of  April  the  bill  of  chapter  20  was  amended,  in  its 
heading,  by  substituting  the  year  of  the  Christian  era  for  the  jxar  of  the  king's  reign. 
The  bill  of  chapter  18,  which  is  the  first  printed  act  in  which  this  change  appears,  was 
amended,  in  like  manner,  on  the  thirteenth.  From  this  time  forward  the  royal  style  was 
repudiated  in  all  legislation,  and  it  was  now  sought  to  introduce  a  similar  change  in  the 
precepts  for  convening  the  General  Court  and  in  all  legal  processes  and  proceedings.  Ac- 
cordingly, Major  Hawley  and  Messrs.  Sullivan  and  Pitts,  of  the  House,  were  appointed  a 
committee,  April  12th,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  which  they  did  on  the  following 
day,  when  the  bill  had  it  first  reading.  On  the  16th,  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time  anil 
"recommitted  for  a  clause  to  be  added  providing  that  commissions  may  be  changed  at 
any  time  before  the  nineteenth  of  September  next,"  and  a  day  was  assigned  for  its  third 
reading.  On  the  17th,  a  message  from  the  House  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  "  to  desire 
them  to  stay  issuing  all  commissions,  civil  and  military,  for  the  present."  The  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  18th,  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  con- 
carrence.    At  this  stage  the  Council  returned  the  following  message :  — 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  seesion,  chapter  CCII.  t  Sic:  requirins. 
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"  Apr.  18, 1776.    Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

You  yesterday  desired  the  Council  l)y  a  Vcrl)al  Messaire,  that  they  would  desist  from 
making  out  any  Commissions  either  Civil  or  Military,  for  the  present  — you  cannot  but  be 
sensible  of  the  Exposed  State  of  the  Colony  to  the  d-^prcdations  of  our  merciless  Ene- 
mies, who  would,  we  have  the  fullest  reason  to  beleive,  with  Eagerness,  avail  themselves 
of  an  Oppertunity  to  wreak  their  Venseance  upon  this  Colony  and  if  possible  do  some- 
thing to  excite  in  the  minds  of  the  People,  sentiments  of  their  "Valour,  very  different  from 
what  can  be  Entertained  of  the;n  at  present,  l)y  those  who  have  heard  of  their  late  pre- 
cipitate flight  from  Boston,  and  other  Instances  of  their  shameful  conduct. 

You  must  also  be  sensible  that  in  Order  to  prevent  such  mischiefs,  it  is  of  the  hi-^hest 
importance,  that  our  Militia  should  without  loss  of  time  be  put  upon  the  best  footin" 
possible  for  making  a  defence :  which  is  far  from  being  the  Case  at  present,  as  a  Considcra^ 
ble  part  thereof  is  still  destitute  of  Officers— The  Council  can  conceive  of  no  sufQcient 
reason  why  they  should  delay  under  these  Circumstances  to  make  out  Commissions  to 
persons  duly  appointed  to  Offices:  but  if  you  will  Suggest  anv,  we  shall  consider  I  hem 
with  due  attention,  as  we  are  greatly  concerned  both  for  the  Safety  &  Reputation  of  the 
Colony  — In  the  name  &  by  Order  of  the  Major  part  of  the  Council  — 

,  -..-cr^rrr       -r^-  James  Otis  Presidcut."  —  CoMMciY 

Records,  vol.  XXXIV.,  p.  77o. 

To  this  message  the  House  returned  the  following' reply  :  — 

"  Apr.  20,  1776.    May  it  Please  your  Honors 

The  House  having  with  due  attention  considered  your  Message  of  the  W^  Instant  beg 
leave  to  observe,  that  when  they  presumed  to  send  a  Verbal  Message  to  your  Honors',  de- 
sireing  you  to  desist  from  making  out  any  Commissions  Civil  or  Military,  they  were  Sen- 
sible that  a  Considerable  Fart  of  our  Militia  are  still  destitute  of  Officers  &  are  very 
sufficiently  possessed  of  the  Importance  of  putting  them  without  Loss  of  Time  on  the  best 
footing  in  order  to  defend  this  Colony,  exposed  to  the  Merciless  depredations  of  our  Ene- 
mies, who  may  avail  themselves  of  our  Situation  to  wreak  their  Vengeance  and  retrieve 
their  reputation  lost  by  their  late  precipitate  Flight,  but  at  the  same  time  when  thev  con- 
sider the  Absurdity  of  Issuing  Commissions  in  the  present  Stile,  under  our  present  Situa- 
tion they  supposed  themselves  fully  justifyed  in  not  troubleing  your  Honors  with  reasons 
they  supposed  obvious  to  every  One  — but  as  yours  Honors  cannot  conceive  any  reasons 
sufficient  to  delay  issuing  Commissions,  and  are  pleased  to  assure  us  that  you  will  consider 
with  due  attention  such  as  we  may  suggest— \Vc  beg  leave  to  mention"  to  your  Honors 
that  the  Al)surdity  of  Issuing  Commissions  in  the  present  Stile  is  so  apparent,  and  the 
tendency  it  has  to  keep  up  Ideas  wholly  inconsistant  with  our  Conduct  &  Safety,  has 
given  the  good  People  of  this  Colony  such  uneasiness  as  rendered  it  necessary  to  "make 
provision  for  altering  the  Commissions  already  Issued,  and  for  a  different  Stile  for  future 
Commiss"". — 

"We  had  therefore  provided  &  under  consideration  a  Bill  for  that  purpose,  which  we 
presumed  would  meet  your  Honours  approbation  when  regularly  laid  before  you,  and 
appear  to  be  calculated  to  promote  both  the  Safctv  &  Reputation  of  the  Colony,  and  as 
the  Bill  is  now  before  the  Hon'j'e  Board  they  will  be  able  to  judge  of  our  Sentiments  & 
Conduct  in  the  Provisions  therein  made."  —  Ibid.,  p.  783. 

On  the  23dof  April  the  Council  send  down  the  bill,  with  the  following  memorandum 
thereon;  viz.,  "In  Council,  April  23.  This  Bill  having  had  two  readings,  passed  to  be 
engrossed,  as  taken  into  a  new  drau-ht."  The  next  day  the  House  concurred,  with  cer- 
tain amendments,  in  the  draught  thus  sent  down ;  but,  on  the  25th,  the  Council  refused  to 
concur  and  voted  to  adhere  to  their  own  vote.  To  this  the  House  refused  to  agree.  On 
the  26th,  the  Council  again  sent  the  bill  down,  and  proposed  further  amendments,  but  the 
House  nonconcurred,  and  voted  to  adhere  to  their  own  vote,  and  sent  the  bill  up  a"-ain 
for  the  concurrence  of  the  Council.  On  the  27th,  the  bill,  having  been  sent  for  'by  the 
House,  was  again  brought  down,  when  the  House  voted  to  reconsider  its  former  vote,  and 
proposed  as  an  amcndujent  "to  dele  the  word  'Colony'  at  A,  B,  D,  E,  and  F,  and  to  in- 
sert instead  thereof  the  word  '  Government.' "  In  respect  to  the  vote  of  the'  Council  as 
to  another  change,  they  at  first  nonconcurred,  and  voted  to  adhere  to  their  own  vote,  but 
subsequently  reconsidered  it.  On  the  29th,  the  l)ill  was  recommitted,  and  the  comm'ittee 
forthwith  made  a  report,  upon  which  the  House  passed  the  following  vote:  "At  A,  B  D 
E,  and  F,  dele  '  Colony  '  and  insert  '  Government  and  People,' "  arul  sent  it  up  for  con- 
currence. The  Council  immediately  voted  to  concur,  "  with  the  further  amendments  at  I 
K,  and  L, ;  viz.,  at  I,  dele  '  civil  and  military.'  At  K,  insert  'civil,'  and  at  L,  insert  'all 
Commissions,  both  civil  and  military.' "  This  vote  was  sent  up  and  concurred  in  and  on 
the  first  of  May,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted.  '        ' 

Pending  the  passage  of  this  -act,  another  bill  was  introduced  in  the  Council  which  was 
read  twice,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  April  27th  ;  but  it  provided  only  for  chan-nn"  the 
style  in  the  precepts  for  convening  the  next  General  Assembly,  and  conferred  upon  the 
Council,  authority  to  prepare  such  a  substitute  for  the  royal  style  as  they  mi"-ht  see  tit  to 
adopt.    This  bill  went  no  further  than  the  vote  for  engrossment.  ° 

"  May  31,  1776.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq;  brought  down  the  following  Resolve  viz.  lo 
Council,  May  31,  1776.  ' 

*  Whereas  in  and  by  an  Act  or  Law  of  this  Colony,  made  and  passed  in  the  Year  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty,  and  revived  and  continued  by  sundry  Laws  since 
made,  it  is  provided,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judiaiture,  Court  of  Assize 
and  General  Goal  Delivery,  shall  issue  Venires  from  his  Office  for  the  Choice  of  Jurors 
Thirty  Days  at  least,  before  the  Return  Day  thereof.  And  whereas  by  Reason  of  the 
Alteration  of  the  Stile  of  Law  Processes,  the  issuing  Venires  for  the  Choice  of  Jurors  to 
scrv^  at  the  said  Superior  Court,  next  to  be  held  within  the  Counties  of  Essex  and  York 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  n. 
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until  this  Time  (which  is  not  Thirty  Days  before  the  Time  by  Law  appointed  for  holding  of 
the  said  Courts)  has  been  delayed.    Wherefore, 

It  is  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  said  Superior  Court,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  impowered  to 
issue  his  Venires  for  the  Choice  of  Jurors,  to  serve  at  the  Superior  Court  in  the  Counties 
aforesaid,  in  June  next,  at  any  Time  before  the  Seven  Day  of  said  Month,  and  all  Con- 
stables and  others  concerned  therein,  are  required  to  pay  the  same  Obedience  to  said 
Venires,  as  if  they  had  been  issued  Thirty  Days  before  their  Return  Day,  under  the  same 
Penalty  as  is  provided  against  those  who  disobey  such  Venires,  when  issued  pursuant  to 
the  Act  aforesaid.  And  all  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,  chosen  by  Virtue  of  said  Venires  so 
issued,  arc  hereby  required  to  attend  their  respective  Duties,  under  the  Pains  and  Penal- 
ties in  the  aforesaid  Act  mentioned.  Any  Law,  Usage  or  Custom  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.    Sent  down  for  Concurrence.    Read  and  concurred." —  House  Journal,  p.  14. 

The  record  plainly  shows  that  the  foregoing  resolve  was  consented  to  by  the  major  part 
of  the  Council,  but  that  at  the  time  of  its  passage  in  that  branch  there  were  but  seven 
councillors  present.  The  charter  provided  that  the  governor  with  the  "  assistants  or 
councillors  or  seven  of  them  at  least"  may  hold  a  council,  &c.,  but  this  did  not  apply  to 
the  case  of  the  absence  of  both  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  in  which  exigency 
it  was  expressly  provided  that  the  Council,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  act,  and  the 
Council  seem  to  have  determined  in  this  instance,  that  the  resolve  had  not  been  regularly 
passed,  for  want  of  a  quorum.  The  following  measures  were  taken  to  remedy  this 
defect :  — 

"June  7    1776.     Francis  Dana,  Esq;  came  down  and  informed  the  House,  that  the 

Resolve  of  Court  of  the  31st  Maij  last,  i-elative  to  issuing  Venires,  was  not  concurred  by  a 

major  Part  of  the  Honorable  Council,  and  that  as  the  same  would  be  ineffectual  as  it  now 

stands,  the  Honorable  Board  had  sent  down  a  new  Draught,  and  proposed  the  same  to 

•    the  House.    Read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Loxoell. 

Mr.  Lowell,  agreeable  to  Order,  reported.  Read  and  accepted.  *  Whereas  in  and  by  an 
Act  or  Law  of  this  Colony,  made  and  passed  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  Thousand  seven 
Hundred  and  Sixty,  and  revived  and  continued  by  sundry  Laws. since  made,  it  is  pro- 
vided. That  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  Assize  and  General 
Goal  Delivery,  shall  issue  Venires  from  his  Office  for  the  Choice  of  Persons,  thirty  Days 
at  least  before  the  Return  Day  thereof.  And  whereas  by  Reason  of  the  Alteration  of  the 
Style  of  Law  Processes,  the  Clerk  of  said  Superior  Court  did  .not  issue  Venires  for  thf 
Choice  of  Jurors  to  serve  at  said  Court,  t,o  be  held  within  the  Counties  of  Essex  and  York 
thirty  Days  before  the  Time  by  law  appointed  for  the  holding  said  Courts,  but  has  now 
issued  such  Venires. 

It  is  Resolved,  That  all  Constables  and  others  concerned  therein,  are  required  to  pay 
the  same  Obedience  to  said  Venires,  as  if  they  had  been  issued  thirty  Days  before  their 
Return  Day,  under  the  same  Penalties  as  is  provided  against  those  who  disol)cy  such 
Venires,  when  issued  pursuant  to  the  Act  aforesaid.  And  all  Grand  and  Petit  jurors, 
chosen  by  virtue  of  said  Venires  so  issued,  are  hereby  required  to  attend  their  respective 
Duties,  under  the  Pains  and  Penalties  in  the  aforesaid  Act  mentioned,  any  Law,  Usage  or 
Custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  — ibid.,  p  49. 

"  In  Council  June  7'"  1776    Read  &  concurred  John  Lowell  Dpy  Secy  P  T 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  20;),  p.  236. 

"  .June  25,  1776.    On  Motion  Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  alter  all  Com- 
missions tha.t  shall  be  presented  to  be  alter'd  agreeable  to  a  late  Act  of  this  Colony  entitled 
■  an  Act,  for  altering  the  stile  oi  Commissions  &c  without  laying  the  same  before  the 
Board."  —  Executive  Records  of  the  Council,  vol.  19,  p.  43. 

Chap.  23.  This  chapter  does  not  include  a  list  of  fees  in  the  courts  of  admiralty,  which 
are  given  in  the  note  to  chapter  7,  ante ;  nor  the  fees  allowed  to  the  officers  chosen  to 
takerecognizances  of  debts,  under  chapter  25,  which  appear  in  section  13  of  that  chapter. 

On  the  18th  of  October  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hawley,  Bliss,  Brooks, 
Smith  and  Rawson  of  the  House,  was  ordered  to  bring  in  a  fee-bill.  This  committee 
reported  a  i)ill,  April  1st,  which  was  read  a  first  time  on  that  day,  and  debated  the  three 
following  days,  on  the  last  of  which,  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  sent  up  to  the 
Council  "for  concurrence.  On  the  22d,  upon  a  message  of  inquiry  from  the  House,  the 
bill  was  broui^ht  down  with  certain  proposed  amendments,  in  which,  on  the  following  day, 
the  House  voted  to  concur  as  to  part,  and  nonconcnrrod  in  the  others.  On  the  24th,  the 
bill  was  again  brought  down  from  the  Council,  with  additional  amendments  upon  which 
the  House^were  divided  as  before.  On  the  26th,  the  Council  informed  the  House,  by  mes- 
sage, that  they  had  concurred  in  the  bill  "  and  that  it  is  now  engrossing,"  and  on  the  first 
ofl»Iay  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  bill  had  been  incorrectly  printed,  and  the  following  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  by  the  ijext  General  Court  to  rectify  the  error :  — 

".Tune  3,  1776.  The  House  being  informed,  that  the  Act  for  regulating  Fees,  was  in 
one  or  two  Particulars,  inisprinted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  Original  Act  upon  the  Table.  Who  brought  down 
the  same  and  laid  it  upon  the  Table  accordingly.  Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr  Wat- 
son, Mr.  Partridge,  and  Mr.  Pern/,  be  a  Committee  to  compare  the  said  printed  Act  witli 
tne  original ;  and  to  direct  the  Printer  to  suspend  delivering  out  any  more  of  the  said  Acts 
for  the'present.  Also,  to  consider  what  Method  is  proper  to  be  taken,  wliereby  all  Matters 
ordered  by  the  House  to  the  Press  may  be  correctly  printed."  —  House  Journal,  p.  21 . 

"June  13, 1776.  The  Committee  appointed  to  compare  the 'printed  Fee  Bill  with  the 
Original,  and  to  direct  the  Printer  to  suspend  the  delivering  out  said  Act  for  the  Present : 
And  also  to  consider  what  Method  is  proper  to  be  taken,  whereby  all  Matters  ordered  by 

*  rriutcd  resolves,  chapter  XXXII. 
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this  House  to  the  Press,  may  be  correctly  printed;  havinj?  attended  that  Service,  reported, 
That  in  the  Clause,  expressing  the  Pay  for  the  Witnesses  Travel,  the  Oriirinal  is  one 
Penny  two  Farthinps  per  Mile,  and  in  the  prhited  Copy,  it  is  one  i<hilling  and  two  Pence, 
and  in  the  Clause,  expressing  ihe  Pay  to  the  Party  iirevailing  in  the  Action  for  his  Travel. 
the  Original  is  one  Penntj  tico  Farthings,  and  in  the  printed  Copy  it  is  one  Shilling  and 
two  Pence ;  and  also  in  the  Clause  stating  the  Petit  Jurors  Fee,  the  Words  the  and  to  arc 
left  out  of  the  printed  Copy,  wliich  are  all  the  Errors  in  said  printed  Bill,  that  appear 
material,  and  are  contained  on  one  Slieet;  there  is  beside  the  above,  in  the  Clause  provid- 
ing the  Pay  for  entering  the  Petitions  for  Sale  of  real  Estate,  the  Letter  s  added  to  the 
Word  Estate,  which  your  Committee  are  of  Opinion  doth  not  materially  alter  the  Sense. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  Printer  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  re-print  the  Sheet  contain- 
ing the  four  First  mentioned  Errors,  correcting  the  same,  and  to  deliver  the  same,  with 
the  Acts,  as  soon  as  corrected;  and  that  Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Osgood  and  Mr.  Cashing,  of 
Scituate,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  inspect  the  Press,  Imtil 
further  Orders,  and  see  that  all  Acts,  Resolves  and  Jonrnals,  that  are  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  this  House,  are  correctly  done.  Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  —  Ibid.,  p.  82. 
"In  Council  June  l4'h  1776    Read  &  concurred  John  Lowull  Dcjiy  Secy  P  T 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  209,  p..288. 

Chap.  24.  "  Mar.  27,  1776.  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Col.  Samuel  Dennie,  and 
others,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  praying  that  eight  Troops  of  Horse  might  be  raised  in 
said  Connty,  reported,  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted,  and  that  a  Committee 
be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  Purpose.  Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon  Or- 
dered, That  Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr.  Bancroft,  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  accord- 
ingly." —  House  Journal,  p.  46. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  this  committee  reported  a  bill  which  was  then  read  a  first 
time,  and  on  the  next  day  was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
and  was  passed  to  be  enacted  on  the  second  day  of  May. 

thap.  25.  The  bill  for  this  purpose  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  Dec.  25,  1775, 
and  was  read  a  second  time  on  the  third  of  January.  Before  it  was  again  taken  up,  Dr. 
William  Whiting,  of  Great  Barrington,  introduced  a  bill  for  a  similar  purpose,  which  with 
the  proceedings  upon  it  is  given  below :  — 

"  Whereas  the  Genneral  Custuu)  of  Crediting  Each  other  in  Deal  and  Commerce  Con- 
stantly Ocations  Great  Numbers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  be  Indebted  to  Each 
other  in  Varius  Sums  of  money  — and  Great  Numbers  of  Such  Debtors  (being  Concious 
of  the  Justice  of  their  Creditors  Demands)  Are  Willing  and  Desireus  the  Same  Should  be 
Discharged,  and  it  Not  being  in  their  Power  Seasonably  to  Discharge  the  Same,  Such 
honnest  Debtors  Are  Put  to  Great  and  unnessasary  Cost  and  Charge,  by  means  of  their 
Creditors  Commencing  Processes  at  Law  against  them  in  the  Same  manner  and  form  as  iJf 
Such  Debtors  Utterly  Refused  to  Pay  them  —  Therefore  that  Such  honnest  Debtors  may 
for  the  future  be  Releived  from  such  unnessasary  Cost  and  Charge 

Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Councel  and  house  of  Representatives  In  Genneral  Court  Assem- 
bled and  by  the  authority  of  the  Same  That  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Several 
Counties  Within  This  Colony  be  and  they  hereby  are  impowered  Severally  to  Receive 
Confessions  of  Judgment  from  any  Debtor  or  Debtors  to  his  or  their  Creditor  or. Creditors 
(Either  With  or  Without  an  anticedent  Process)  and  to  Enter  up  Juiigment  and  Issue 
Execution  thereon  For  any  Sum  Not  Exceeding  Twenty  Pounds,  and  in  Case  the  Judg- 
ment Does  Not  Exceed  the  Sum  of  five  Pounds  the  Execution  Shall  be  in  the  Same  form 
as  is  usual  for  Justices  Executions,  but  for  all  Sums  Confessed  for  from  five  Pounds  to 
Twenty  Pounds  the  form  of  the  ExecuH-Shall  Correspond  With  those  Issued  from  the  In- 
ferior Courts  in  this  Colony  —  and  in  Case  such  Execution  Shall  be  Levied  on  Lands  in 
that  Case  the  officer  Shall  Proceed  in  the  Same  manner,  as  if  Such  ExecuB_had  Issued 
from  the  Inferior  Court,  and  Such  Execution  Shall  "je  Returned  and  Recorded  in  the 
Same  manner  and  form  as  the  Law  hath  in  that  Case  Directed  —  and  be  it  further 
Enacted  By  the  authority  afforesaid  that  When  any  Defendent  Shall  make  it  appear  To 
the  Satisfaction  of  the  Court  before  Whom  Such  Process  Shall  be  brought  —  that  he  lir.s 
Tendered  a  Confession  of  Judgment  in  favour  of  the  Plantitf  for  as  Large  a  Sum  as  the 
Court  Shall  find  Due  from  him  to  said  PlantifF,  in  that  Case  the  Plantifl'  Shall  Recover  no 
more  Cost  of  the  Defendent  Than  the  Cost  of  Confessing  a  Judgment  Except  in  Cases 
where  Such  Process  Was  Commenced  before  Such  Tendery  of  Confession  of  Judgment 
Was  made,  in  that  Case  the  Plantiff  Shall  be  allowd  the  Cost  which  had  arisen  before 
Such  Tendery  of  Confession  Together  With  the  Cost  of  a  Confession  of  Judgment  and  No 
more 

Provided  always  that  Such  Tendery  or  Confession  of  Judgment  be  made  on  a  Bond  or 
fair  Note  of  hand  by  the  Person  of  the  Delator  himself  in  Presents  of  his  Creditor  Said 
Creditors  attorney 'asignce  or  Indorsee 

In  House  of  Representatives  March  25  1776  Read  &  committed  to  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Province  —  sent  U))  for  Concurrence  J   Warren  Spk"" 

In  Council  Ap''.  13th  1776— Read  &  Concurred  John  Lowell  Dpy  Secy  P  T."  — 

Mass.  Archives,  vol.  208,  p.  393, 

On  the  fifteenth  of  April,  the  bill,  which  was  read  December  25th,  was  again  "  read  a 
second  time,"  and  the  next  day  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent 
up  for  concurrence.  It  was  brought  down  from  the  Council,  April  18th,  with  certain  pro- 
posed amendments,  in  which  the  House,  on  the  22d,  voted  to  concur  in  part,  and  rejected 
the  rest.    On  the  third  of  May  it  was  read  and  passed  to  be  enacted  in  its  present  form. 
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Chap.  26.  The  following  interesting  memorial  from  a  county  convention  at  Ipswich,  is 
inserted  here,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  tlicreupon,  in  explana- 
tion of  the  origin  of  this  chapter,  which  was  the  first  movement  towards  proportioning 
representation  according  to  population  — a  scheme  more  completely  carried  out  in  tho 
Becond  article  of  the  third  section  of  chapter  one  of  the  state  Constitution.  'The  abandon- 
ment of  the  system  of  town  representation,  as  established  by  the  province  charter,  was 
completed  upon  the  adoption  of  article  xxi.  of  the  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  by 
which  the  House  of  Representatives  is  to  consist  of  240  members,  apportioned  according  to 
the  numbers  of  legal  voters  in  the  several  counties,  which  are  divided  into  representative 
dis'ricts,  in  the  manner  therein  prescribed. 

"  To  the  Honourarable  the  Council  &  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  in  general  Court  Assembled  April  1776. — 

The  Subscribers  delegated,  l^y  the  several  Towns  in  the  County  of  Essex  to  our  Names 
affixed,  to  represent  them  in  County  Convention,  to  l3e  held  at  Ipswich  in  said  County  on 
the  twenty  fifth  of  this  Instant  April,  for  the  Purposes  appearing  in  this  Memorial,  beg 
Leave  to  llcpresent  — 

That,  in  the  present  Important  Crisis,  when  every  Member  of  the  Cummunity  must  be 
anxiously  solicitous  for  the  public  Weal,  and  when  a  new,  and  we  trust  a  glorious  Em- 
pire is  forming  on  the  Basis  of  Libertj',  the  present  State  of  Hepresentation  in  this  Colony 
has  gained  the  Attention  of  the  Towns  from  whence  we  are  delegated,  &  we  are  chosen  to 
meet  in  a  County  Convention  for  the  Purpose  of  endeavouring  to  procure  one  more  equal, 
than  is  at  present  enjoyed  — 

When  the  natural  Rights  which  Men  possess  are  given  up  to  Society,  they  ever  expect 
to  receive  an  equivalent,  from  the  Benefits  derived  from  a  social  State;  Freemen  submit- 
ting thems^elves  to  the  Controul  of  others,  and  giving  up  the  entire  Right  of  Legislation 
and  Taxation  without  reserving  any  Share  to  themselves,  can  receive  no  possible  equiva- 
lent for  the  Concession  ;  for  they  become  absolute  Slaves ;  But  if  they  delegate  a  Number 
from  themselves  to  conduct  these  important  Articles  of  State,  over  whom  they  retain  a 
suitable  Controul,  they  enjoy  a  qualified  Liberty,  in  many  Respects  preferable  to  what 
they  relinquish  — 

If  this  Representation  is  equal,  it  is  perfect;  as  far  as  it  deviates  from  this  Equality,  so 
far  it  is  imperfect;  and  approaches  to  that  State  of  Slavery;  &  the  want  of  a  just  Weight 
in  Representation  is  an  Evil  nearly  akin  to  being  totally  destitute  of  it —  An  Inequality 
of  Hepresentation  has  been  justly  esteem'd  the  Cause  which  has  in  a  great  Degree  sapped 
the  Ibundation  of  the  once  admired,  but  now  tottering  Fabric  of  the  British  Empire;  and 
wo  fear  that  if  a  ditFerent  Mode  of  Representation  from  the  present,  is  not  adopted  in  this 
Colony,  our  Constitution  will  not  continue,  to  that  late  Period  of  Time,  which  the  glowing 
Heart  of  every  true  American  now  anticipates  — 

In  the  early  Period  of  our  Settlement,  when  thirty  or  forty  Families  were  first  permitted 
to  send  each  a  Representative  to  the  general  Assembly,  there  can  be  no  Doubt,  but  the 
proportionate  Equality  was  duly  adjusted;  nor  is  there  much  more  Doubt,  but  that,  as 
just  an  equality  took  Place  in  the  Representation  of  the  several  Corporations  of  the 
british  Empire,  when  the  Rule  was  first  estal^lished  there  — 

That  striking,  that  unjust  Disproportion,  which  fills  us  with  Disgust  &  Detestation,  has 
arisen  in  Britain,  chiefly  from  the  great  Increase  of  Numbers  and  Wealth  in  some  Places 
of  that  Empire  and  a  Decrease  in  others,  &  continued  from  a  blind  Attachment  to  the 
Forms  of  Antiquity  in  some,  and  a  wicked  Disposition  in  others,  who  found  an  effectual 
AVay  to  turn  this  Inequality  to  their  own  Advantage,  tho'  to  the  Destruction  of  the 
State  — 

We  cannot  realize  that,  your  Honours,  our  wise  political  Fathers,  have  adverted  to  the 
present  Inequality  of  Representation  in  this  Colony,  to  the  Growth  of  the  Evil  or  to  the  fatal 
Consequences  which  will  probably  ensue  from  the  Continuance  of  it  —  Each  Town  &  Dis- 
trict in  the  Colony  is  by  some  late  Regulations  permitted  to  send  one  Representative  to 
the  general  C'uuvt,  if  such  Town  or  District  consists  of  thirty  Freeholders,  &  other  Inhabi- 
tants qualilied  to  electif  of  one  hundred  &  twenty  to  send  two  —  No  Town  is  permitied  to 
send  more  than  two  except  the  Town  of  Boston,  which  may  send  four  —  There  are  some 
Towns  and  Districts  in  the  Colony  in  which  there  are  between  thirty  and  forty  Free- 
holders &  other  Inhabitants  qualified  to  elect,  only ;  there  are  others  besides  Boston,  in 
which  there  are  more  than  five  hundred;  —  The  first  of  these  may  send  one  Representa- 
tive;—  The  latter  can  send  only  two,  if  these  Towns  as  to  Property  are  to  each  other  in 
the  same  respective  Proportion,  is  it  not  dear  to  a  Mathematical  Demonstration,  that  the 
same  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  equal  Property  in  the  one  Town,  have  l)ut  an  Eighth 
Part  of  tho  Weight  in  Representation  with  the  other,  &  with  what  colourable  Pretext  we 
would  decently  enquire  — 

If  we  regard  Property  as  the  Rule  of  Representation,  it  will  be  found  that  there  are  cer- 
tain thirty^Towns  &  Districts  in  the  Colony,  which  altogether  pay  to  the  publick  Ejipcncc, 
a  sum  not  equal  to  what  is  paid  by  one  other  single  Town  in  this  County ;  yet  the  former 
niay  have  a  Weight  in  the  Legislative  Bod}',  fifteen  Times  as  large  as  the  latter;  nay  it 
will  l)e  found  by  Examination,  that  a  Majority  of  Voices  in  the  Assembly  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Members  of  Towns,  which  pay  not  more  than  one  fourth  Part  of  the  pub- 
lick  Tax The  County  of  Essex,  which  we  represent  in  Convention,  pays  more  than 

one  sixth  part  of  the  publick  Tax ;  &  they  have  not  a  Ri'.'ht  to  send  one  tenth  Part  of  the 
Number  of  Representatives  which  maybe  by  Law  returned  to  the  general  Assembly; 
This  County  contains  one  or  two  thousand  Polls  more  than  uny  other  County  in  the  Col- 
ony—  The  Town  of  Ipswich  is  in  Property  (and  we  sui)p;)so  in"  Numbers)  nearly  equal  to 
the  several  Towns  &  Districts  of  Iladley,  South  Hadley,  Amhirst,  Grauliy,  Deerfield, 
Greenfield,  Shelburne&  Conway  (and  more  than  equal  to  the  like  Number  of  other  Places 
in  the  Colony)  who  are  or  may  be  represented  in  tho  general  Court;  Ipswicli  can  send  only 
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two  Meml3ers ;  tbe  other  Towns  and  Districts  aboveraentioncd  may  send  ten  Members  at 
the  least;  can  the  Division  of  two  Towns  into  eii^ht,  Towns  and  Districts  furnish  an  Argu- 
ment for  the  disproportionate  Representation  which  of  Consequence  has  taken  Place ;  if 
the  Property  and  Numbers  remain  the  same,  the  Reason  is  to  us  Paradoxical  — 

If  a  new  System  of  Government,  or  any  material  Alteration  in  the  old  is  to  be  in  the 
Contemplation  of  the  next  general  Assembly;  Is  it  not  fitting  that  the  whole  Community 
should  be  equally  concerned  in  adjusting  tliis  System  ?  — 

The  many  evil  Consequences  that  will  naturally  &  must  inevitably  arise  from  this  In- 
equality of  Representation,  wo  trust,  we  need  not  attempt  to  mark  out  to  a  wise  and  free 
House  of  Americans;  —  the  Delineation  would  be  disagreeable  as  well  as  indecent  —  Nor 
would  we  arrogantly  suggest,  to  j-^our  Honours,  the  Mode  of  Redress,  we  confide  in  your 
Wisdom  and  Justice,  and  if  an  Equality  of  Representation  takes  Place  in  the  Colony,  we 
shall  be  satisfied  whether  it  has  Respect  to  Numbers,  to  Property  or  to  a  Combination  of 
both. 
In  County  John  Pickering  juN  )  ooig™  Jere"  Mighill  Rowley 

Convention  Jon*  Gardner  jun    \  '  Sam'; Nye  Salisbury 

Ipswich     Stephen  Choatb       {  T„„„,,vh  Thomas  West  Haverhill 

April  25"'    Daniel  Notes  |  ip^wicu  John  Low  )p,  . 

1776.         Rich-;  Adams  J"  Newbury  Winthrop  Sargent  j  ^'""ccster 

John  Lowell  )  -Mp^hnrvnort    David  Merrill  Almsbury 

JoN' Jackson  |  i^ewDuiypoit    Peter  Russell  Bradford 

Jonathan  Glover       Marblehead        Tyler  Porter  Wenham 

Samuel  Burril  Lynn  John  Lee  Manchester 

Samuel  Phillips      \  An,i„„„_  Jonathan  Swan  Methuen 

Daniel  Spapford     |  ^"^"v^r  Asa  Perley  Boxford."  — 

Mass.  Archives,  vol.  156,  j9.  192. 
"  Essex  ss.    In  County  Convention  Ipswich  April  26*^  1776  — 

Voted  That  John  Lowell  Esq''.  M''.  Stephen  Choate  and  Col".  Dan'.  Spafford  or  any  two 
of  them  be  a  Committee  of  this  Convention  to  present  their  Memorial  to  the  General  Court 
&  that  they  be  directed  to  desire  with  the  Leave  of  the  Hon';i9  House  to  be  heard  on  their 
Floor,  in  support  of  said  Memorial,  if  they  should  think  necessary  — 

Attest  Dan;-  No  yes  Clerk."  —  Ibid.,  p.  196. 

"  At  a  Legal  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitents  of  the  Town  of  Beverly  April  30"'  1776  — 
Cap'  Benjamin  Lovett  Jr  Was  Chosen  to  Sign  in  their  behalf  the  memorial  of  the  Late 
County  Convention  held  at  Ipswich  on  the  25"'  of  April  Instant 

'  True  Cop)'  attest  Joseph  Wood  T.  Cler."  —  Ibid. 

"  Dan  vers  ss.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Dan  vers  the  first  day  of  May 
1776,  For  the  purpose  of  hearing  &  Concuring  with  the  Convention  held  at  Ipswich 
within  &  for  the  County  of  Essex,  on  the  2a'i'  April  last.  Respecting  a  Memorial  to  the 
Great  &  General  Court,  Agreed  upon  by  Delegates  representing  the  Major  part  of  the 
Towns  in  Said  County  of  Essex, 

This  Town  after  a  full  hearing  &  due  Examination  of  Said  Memorial,  Past  the  follow- 
ing Vote  — 

Voted,  that  this  Town  do  Unanimously  Concur  with  the  Sentiments  of  Said  Delegates, 
as  Agreed  upon  in  Said  Memorial  — 

True  Extract  from  the  Minuts         Attest       Stephen  Needham  T.  Clerk." — Ibid. 
The  foregoing  memorial  was  read  in  the  House  on  the  second  of  May,  and  the  after- 
noon of  that  day  was  assigned  for  a  hearing  thereon,  when  the  following  proceedhigs  took 
place :  — 

"  John  Lowell  and  Mr.  Daniel  Spafford,  Agents  for  the  Convention  of  the  County  of 
Essex,  were  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day  admitted  in  the  House,  and  a  Pew  being 
assigned  them  for  their  Seat,  the  Memorial  of  said  Convention  was  read,  and  Mr.  Lowell 
spoke  on  the  Subject  thereof,  and  then  withdrew.  Whereupon,  on  a  Motion  made,  the 
^Memorial  was  committed  to  Major  Hawky,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Phillips, 
Col.  Brooks,  Col.  Freeman  and  Col.  Orne." —  House  Journal,  p.  236. 

On  the  following  day,  a  bill  was  introduced  which  was  read  three  times,  passed  to  be 
engrossed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  May  4th,  upon  a  message  there- 
for from  the  House,  this  bill  was  sent  down  and  was  recommitted  for  amendment.  The 
amendments  reported  by  this  committee  were  accepted  and  the  amended  bill  was  sent  to 
the  Council  for  concurrence;  whereupon  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  the  same 
day. 

Chap.  27.  The  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  extending  the  right  of  privateers 
and  others,  to  capture  and  condemn  merchant  vessels  of  the  enemy,  not  actually  engaged 
in  promoting  hostilities,  which  made  it  necessaiy  to  enlarge  the  provisions  of  chaptei"  7,  by 
the  present  act,  are  as  follows :  — 

"Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies  be  permitted  to  fit  out  armed  vessels 
to  cruize  on  the  enemies  of  these  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  all  ships  and  other  vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Great- 
Britain,  taken  on  the  high  seas,  or  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  by  any  armed 
vessel,  fitted  out  by  any  private  person  or  persons,  and  to  whom  comnnssions  shall  bo 
granted,  and  being  libelled  and  prosecuted  in  any  court  erected  for  the  trial  of  maritime 
affairs  in  any  of  these  colonies,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  lawful  prize;  and 
after  deducting  and  paying  the  wages  which  the  seamen  and  mariners  on  board  of  such 
captures  as  are  merchant  ships  and  vessels  shall  be  entitled  to,  according  to  the  terms  of 
their  contracts,  until  the  time  of  the  adjudication,  shall  be  condemned  to  and  for  the  use 
of  the  owner  or  cfwners,  and  the  oflBcers,  marines,  and  mariners  of  such  armed  vessel, 
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according  to  such  rules  and  proportions  as  they  shall  ai^rcc  on ;  provided  always,  that 
this  resolution  shall  not  extend  to  any  vessel  bringing  settlers,  arms,  ammunition  or  war- 
like stores  to  and  for  the  use  of  these  colonics,  or  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  who  are 
friends  to  the  American  cause,  or  to  such  warlike  stores,  or  to  the  effects  of  such  settlers. 

Resolved,  That  all  ships  or  vessels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  of  Great-Britain  as  aforesaid, 
which  shall  be  taken  by  any  of  the  vessels  of  war  of  these  United  Colonies,  shall  be 
deemed  forfeited;  one  third,  after  deducting  and  paying  the  wages  of  seamen  and 
mariners  as  aforesaid,  to  the  officers  and  men  on  board,  and  two  thirds  to  the  use  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  all  ships  or  vessels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any  inhabitants  of  Oreat-Bi'itain  as  aforesaid, 
whicli  shall  be  taken  by  any  vessel  of  war  fitted  out  by  and  at  the  expence  of  any  of  the 
United  Colonies,  shall  be  deemed  forfeited,  and  divided,  after  deducting  and  paying  the 
wages  of  seamen  and  mariners  as  aforesaid,  in  such  manner  and  proportions  as  the 
assembly  or  convention  of  such  colony  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  all  vessels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  cargoes,  be- 
longing to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  vessels  which  may  be 
employed  in  carrying  supplies  to  the  ministerial  armies,  which  shall  happen  to  be  taken 
near  the  shoresj  of  any  these  colonies,  by  the  people  of  the  country,  or  detacliments  from 
the  army,  shall  be  deemed  lawful  prize ;  and  the  court  of  admiralty  within  the  said  colony  is 
required  on  condemnation  thereof,  to  adjudge  that  all  charges  and  expenccs  which  may 
attend  the  capture  and  trial,  be  first  paid  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sales  of  the 
prize,  and  the  remainder  equally  among  all  those,  who  shall  have  been  actually  engaged 
and  employed  in  taking  the  said  prize.  Provided,  that  where  any  detachments  of  the 
army  shall  have  been  employed  as  aforesaid,  their  part  of  the  prize-money,  shall  be  dis- 
tributed among  them  in  proportion  to  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  so  employed."  — 
Journals  of  Cungress:  Ma?-.  23,  1776. 

The  sulyect  of  making  such  alterations  and  amendments  in  chapter  7  "  as  are  neces- 
sarj',  and  shall  comport  with  the  late  resolves  of  Congress  confiscating  British  property," 
was  introduced  in  the  Council,  April  2id,  and  referred  to  a  joint  committee.  This  com- 
mittee reported  a  bill,  which  had  its  second  reading  on  the  fourth  of  May,  and  two  days 
later  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  on  the  ei-  hth  was  passed  to  be 
enacted. 

Chap.  28.  On  the  first  of  May,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Major  Hawley  and  Col.  Orne  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  empowering  the  treasurer  to  borrow  fifty  thousand 
l)ounds,  on  interest.  On  the  fourth,  this  committee  reported  a  bill  which  was  then  '"cad  a 
first  time,  and,  on  the  sixth,  it  was  read  a  second  time.and  recommitted.  On  the  seventh, 
it  was  *'  read  a  second  and  third  time, and  passed  to  be  engrossed."  It  was  then  sent  up 
for  concurrence,  and,  on  the  same  day,  it  was  "  read, and  passed  to  be  enacted." 

Supplemental}/  note  to  chapter  18.  It  will  have  been  noticed  that  the  two  classes  ol 
oltcnces  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Assembly,  in  the  cases  of  the  persons  who^e 
arrest  is  mentioned  in  the  note  to  this  chapter,  on  p.  530.  ante,  were  distinct,  and  that  the 
title  of  the  bill  as  first  reported,  did  not  emljrace  the  offence  i  f  altering  bills.  The  dis- 
covery of  the  original  bill  since  that  note  was  prepared,  enables  us  to  determine  with 
certainty  the  nature  of  the  amendments  adopted 

Before  the  bill  was  sent  up  to  the  Council  the  word  "difBculty  "  had  been  substituted 
for  "  impossibility  "  in  the  preamble;  and  in  the  fourth  section,  the  word  "information" 
had  been  chanwd  to  "  indictment."  In  the  first  section,  the  clause  requiring  the  payment 
of  a  fine  had  licen  interlined.  There  had  been  stricken  out,  between  the  third  and  fourth 
sections,  a  section  empowering  the  court  to  mitigate  the  punishment  required  by  the  act, 
and  also  from  the  sixth  section,  immediately  after  the  word  "government,"  the  following 
clause;  viz.,  "and  all  l)ills  emitted  by  any  other  government  within  the  United  Colonies, 
after  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  f-eventeen  hundred  and  seventy-live." 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  were  offered  in  th;it  lirtmch,  April  3d,  on  the 
second  reading  of  tJie  bill.  They  provided  for  adding  to  the  title,  all  after  the  word 
"  credit,"  and  inserted  the  words  "and  altering,"  after  the  word  "forging."  In  tijc  prc- 
anil)le,  "altered"  was  inserted  after  "forged,"  in  the  twenty-first  line,  and  "on"  was 
changed  to  "  of,"  in  the  next  line.  In  the  fom'teenth  line  of  the  first  section,  "  his  "  was 
changed  to  "  the  " ;  and  the  clause  beginning  in  the  seventeenth  line,  with  "  or  shall  suffer," 
anil  ending  with  "oll'ence,"  was  inserted. 

The  following  resolve  and  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  are  pertinent  to  this 
chapter,  although  no  certain  reference  to  either  has  been  discovered  in  the  legislative 
journals  or  state  archives,  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  lull. 

"  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Congress  that  several  evil  disposed  persons,  in  order  to 
obstruct  and  defeat  the  efforts  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  defence  of  their  just  rights,  have 
attempted  to  depreciate  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  this  Congress, 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  if  any  person  shall  hereafter  be  so  lost  to  all  virtue  and  regard 
for  his  country,  as  to  refuse  to  receive  said  bills  in  payment,  or  obstruct  and  discourage 
the  currency  or  circulation  thereof,  and  shall  l)e  duly  convicted  by  the  Committee  of  the 
city,  county,  or  district,  or  in  case  of  appeal  from  their  decision,  by  the  Assembly,  Con- 
vention, Council  or  Committee  of  safety  of  the  colony  where  he  shall  reside,  such  person 
shall  be  deemed,  published,  and  treated  as  an  enemy  of  his  coimtry,  and  precluded  from 
all  trade  or  intercour.se  with  tiic  inhabitants  of  these  colonics. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolve  be  immediately  published."  —  Journals  of  Ctngresa : 
Jan.  11.  1776. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at 
Watertown,  on  the  Twenty-ninth  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1776. 


CHAPTER     1. 

AN  ACT  FOR  MAKING  AND  EMITTING  OF  BILLS  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT.' 

Whereas  the  exigencies  of  this  colony  require  a  new  emission  of  Preamble. 
bills  of  public  credit,  to  discharge  the  public  debts,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  there  be  forthwith  printed  a  certain  number  of  fg"o°fn*fJ*ng' 
bills  of  credit,  on  this  colony,  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  to  be  emitted. ' 
thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  of  the  following  denominations ; 
viz"^'^.,  of  threepence,  of  fourpence,  of  fivepence,  of  sixpence,  of  nine- 
pence,  of  tenpence,  of  one  shilling,  of  one  shilling  and  threepence, 
of  one  shilling  and  eightpence,  of  two  shillings  and  fourpence,  of  two 
shillings  and  sixpence,  of  three  shillings  and  sixpence,  of  four  shil- 
lings, of  four  shillings  and  fourpence,  of  five  shillings,  of  five  shillings 
and  fourpence,  of  six  shillings,  of  twelve  shillings,  of  eighteen  shil- 
lings, of  twenty-four  shillings,  of  thirty  shillings,  of  thirty-six  shil- 
lings, of  forty-two  shillings,  and  of  forty-eight  shillings ;  and  to  be 
eight  thousand  of  each  denomination,  and  no  more :  one  half  of  the 
number  of  each  denomination  to  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following ; 
vizC'].,— 

Colony  of  the        )  (No.        ) 

Massachusetts  Bay.  ^  June  18pA],  1776. 

This  bill  intitles  the  bearer  to  receive  tenpence,  L.M.,  out  of  the  treasury  buiT^  "'*'** 
by  the  18th  June,  1778,  and  shall  be  received  for  that  sum  in  all  payments 
agreeable  to  an  act  of  the  assembly  of  said  colony. 

Committee. 


— and  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  less  sum ;  and  the  other 
half  of  each  denomination  to  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following ; 
viz^'^.,— 

Colony  of  the        {  ("No.        ) 

Massachusetts  Bay.  ^  THREE  DOLLARS  June  18[<^],  1776. 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  eighteen  shillings,  L.  M.,  out  of  the 
treasury  by  the  18th  of  June,  1779 ;  and  shall  be  received  for  that  sum  in  all 
payments  agreeable  to  an  act  of  the  assembly  of  said  colony. 

i  Committee. 

—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  less  sum  ;  and  that,  on 
the  backs  of  each  of  said  bills  amounting  to  the  value  of  a  dollar  and 
upwards,  shall  be  printed  the  value  of  the  bill. 
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Committee  to 
number  and 
Biga  the  bills; 


—to  be  Bworn. 


Treasurer 
empowered  to 
issue  forth  said 
bills. 


Tax  to  be  levied 
on  polls  and 
estates  for  the 
calling  in  and 
paying  the 
same. 


BlllB  of  credit  of 
the  United 
Colonies,  to  be 
received. 


[Sect.  2.]  Which  bills  shall  be  paid  and  received  in  the  public 
treasury,  and  in  all  payments  in  this  colony,  without  any  abatement 
or  discount,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  under  the  penalty  and  for- 
feiture of  treble  the  value  of  the  bill  or  bills  so  passed,  to  be  forfeited 
and  paid  by  the  receiver ;  which  penalty  may  be  recovered  by  action 
of  debt,  complaint  or  indictment,  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same, 
in  the  county  in  this  colony,  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authoritij  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  this 
courtjto  authenticate,  by  signing  and  numbering,  all  the  bills  aforesaid, 
be, and  they  hereby  are, directed  and  impowered  to  take  care,  and  make 
effectual  provis[s]ion,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  cause  the  said  bills,  of 
the  several  denominations  aforesaid,  to  be  printed  and  authenticated  to 
the  amount  of  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  no 
more  ;  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  treasurer  and  receiver-general  of 
this  colony,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same  ;  and  the  said  committee 
shall  be  under  oath  for  the  faithful  management  of  the  bus[s]iness 
aforesaid,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  them  ;  they  to  be  rewarded  for  their 
service  as  this  court  shall  determine. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, ordered  and  im- 
powered to  issue  forth  and  emit  the  said  bills,  towards  payment  of  the 
public  debts  of  this  colony  already  contracted,  and  the  further  growing 
charge  for  the  defence  thereof ;  for  payment  of  grants,  salaries  and 
allowances  made,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  made,  by  the  great  and 
general  court,  for  the  support  of  the  government  of  this  colony,  and 
answering  the  incident  and  contingent  charges  thereof ;  according  to 
such  di'aughts  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  made  upon  him,  by  war- 
rant or  order  of  the  council ;  and  the  said  bills  shall  pass  out  of  the 
treasury,  and  shall  be  taken  and  accepted,  in  all  payments,  at  the  rate 
therein  expressed. 

And  ivhereas  it  is  necessary  to  give  a  currency  to  this  emission  of 
bills,  and  to  support  the  faith  and  credit  of  this  colony,  that  there 
should  be  suitable  provis[s]ion  made  for  calling  in  and  paying  the 
same ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and 
personal,  within  this  colony,  in  manner  following ;  that  is  to  say,  fifty 
thousand[s]  pounds,  partof  the  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  aforesaid, 
according  to  such  rules,  and  such  proportion  in  the  several  towns  and 
other  places  within  this  colony,  as  shall  be  agi-eed  upon  and  ordered 
by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their  session  in  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  to  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury 
on  or  before  the  last  day  of  March  next  after  ;  and  the  further  sum  of 
fifty  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  one  hundred  [hundred]  thousand 
pounds  aforesaid,  according[s]  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportions 
on  the  several  towns  and  other  places  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  at  then-  session  in  May,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  to  be  paid  into  the 
public  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  March  next  after. 

And  oe  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  no  bills  of  public  credit  shall  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  tax  before  nieiitionod,  excepting  bills  of  credit  of  the 
United  Colonies  established  by  the  American  Congress,  and  the  bills  of 
this  government. 
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And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7. J     That  if  the  general  court,  at  their  session  in  May,  one  Jj^^^'*',^"^^, 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  or  at  their  session  in  May,  apporuonment 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  some  time  before  °^  '^^  '^*^- 
the  [the]  twentieth  day  of  August  in  each  year,  shall  not  agree  and 
conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums  which  by  this  act  are  en- 
gaged to  be,  in  each  of  said  years,  assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and 
in  such  case  each  town  and  other  places  in  this  colony  shall  pay,  by  a 
tax  to  be  levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within 
their  limits,  the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sums  as  the  said  towns 
and  other  places  were  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then 
last  preceeding. 

[Sect.  8.]     And  the  colony  treasurer  is  hereby  fully  impowered  {^^1^°^^^^  ^^j, 
and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  August,  in  each  o£  the  years  powered  to 
aforesaid,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  select-  warrants  to  the 
men  or  assessors  of  each  town  within  this  colony,  or  to  some  suitable  selectmen  of 

,  ,  .    •  ,1  each  town,  to 

person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  as  are  not  incorporated,  re-  assess,  &c. 
quiring  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal, 
within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  respective  parts 
and  proix)rtions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  as- 
sessed, to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  at  the  aforementioned  times  ;  and 
the  assessors,  as  also  persons  assessed,  shall  observe,  be  governed  by, 
and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  have  been  given  in  the 
last  preceeding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]     That  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  by  this  act,  and  ^y  the' Imeri!*^ 
also  all  bills  of  credit  which  are  established  by  the  American  Con-  canCongrees.to 
gress,  shall  be  received  in  all  payments  within  this  colony  ;  and  a  ten-  pa/ments.*^ '" 
der  of  the  same  may  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  any  action  brought  for  the 
recovery  of  any  money,  or  species  of  money,  due  by  deed  or  simple 
contract,  or  in  any  way  and  manner  whatever. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]     That  all  the  bills  aforesaid  amounting  to  the  sum  of  fhjiunggf&c., 
six  shillings  and  upwards,  shall  be  signed  by  any  two  of  the  commit-  tobesigned'by 
tee  aforesaid,  and  all  the  aforesaid  bills  under  six  shillings  shall  be  ^tteeV**^  *^°™' 
signed  by  any  one  of  said  committee.     [^Passed  June  21. 


CHAPTER    2. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT,  MADE  IN  THE  LAST  SESSION  OF  THE 
GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  THE  STILE 
OF  WRITS,  PROCESSES,  AND  ALL  LAW  PROCEEDINGS,  WITHIN  THIS 
COLONY,  AND  FOR  DIRECTING  HOW  RECOGNIZANCES  TO  THE  USE  OF 
THE  GOVERNMENT,  SHALL,  FOR  THE  FUTURE,  BE  TAKEN  AND 
PROSECUTED."  * 

"Whereas,  in  and  by  said  act  no  provision  is  made  to  enable  the  f/75t"6^'pjj,j, 
council  of  this  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to  make  conformable  to 
the  stile  and  date  by  the  said  act  required,  any  commissions  issued 
by  the  major  part  of  the  council  of  the  said  colony  before  the  nine- 

*  Tbis  is  only  a  part  of  the  title,  q.  v. 
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Council  em- 
powered to  alter 
tlie  style  and 
dateof  com- 
misdions. 


Commissions 
not  altered  be- 
fore 19lh  Sep- 
tember, 1776, to 
be  void  and  of 
no  effect. 


teenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Skct.  1.]  That  the  council  of  the  said  colony  are  hereby  as  fully 
authon[z][.9]ed,  and  impowered,  at  any  time  before  the  nineteenth  day 
of  September,  1776,  to  make  conformable  to  the  stile  and  date  by  the 
said  act  required,  commissions  civil  and  military  that  were  issued  by 
the  major  part  of  the  said  council  at  any  time  in  the  month  of  August, 
or  in  the  month  of  September,  1775,  as  well  as  such  as  were  issued 
on  and  after  the  said  19th  day  of  September,  1775,  and  before  the 
passing  said  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  all  commissions,  civil  or  military,  issued  by  the 
major  part  of  the  said  council  in  the  months  of  August  or  September, 
1775,  and  shall  not,  by  the  major  part  of  the  said  council,  before  the 
19[»h]  ^nineteenth']  day  of  September,  1776,  be  made  conformable  to 
the  stile  and  date  in  the  said  act  required,  shall  from  and  after  the 
[19*]  [nineteenth']  day  of  September,  1776,  become  void,  and  of  no 
effect.     [^Passed  June  29. 


CHAPTER    3. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  JERICHO,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  HANCOCK. 


Plantation  of 
Jericho  erected 
into  a  town  by 
the  name  of 
Hancock. 


Preamble.  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  court  that  the  inhabitants 

of  a  place  called  Jericho,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  have  been  taxed 
for  several  years  past,  and  have  met  with  difficult [y][ie]s  in  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  same,  and  likewise  are  liable  to  many  other  in- 
convenienc[i]es,  for  want  of  being  incorporated  into  a  township,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  ''That  the  said  plantation,  bounded  east  on  the  towns  of 
Pittsfield,  and  Lanesborough  ;  north  on  Williamstown  ;  south  on  llich- 
mond  ;  west  on  the  line  between  this  and  New  York  government ;  con- 
taining about  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  —  be  and  hereby  is  erected 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Hancock,  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof 
be  and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the  powers,  priviledges,  and  im- 
munities which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  within  this  colony  by  law 
do  or  may  enjoy. 

And  tvhereas  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Richmond,  at  the  time 
of  taking  and  returning  a  list  of  polls  and  estates  within  their  town, 
did  take  and  return  a  list  of  polls  and  estates  of  that  part  of  said  Jer- 
icho lying  on  the  south  of  the  north  line  of  [T][FJalmage  Bishop's 
farm,  and  have  ever  since  assessed  the  same  in  the  colony  tax  ac- 
cordingly, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  that  part  of  said  Jericho  last  above  described  be, 

Richmond.^"**'  and  it  is  hereby, held  and  enjoined  to  pay  a  proportionable  part  of  the 

colony  taxes  with  the  town  of  Richmond,  as  heretofore,  until  a  new 

valuation  shall  be  made  throughout  this  colony  by  order  of  this  court. 


Taxes  to  be  paid 
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And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  Asa  Douglas[s],  Esq.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  di-  Warrants  to 
rected  and   impowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  princi-  a  meetinVfor"* 
pal  inhabitant  within  said  town,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  J^^*'*°^gg'^|[ 
of  said  town,  having  a  freehold  therein  to  the  value  of  forty  shillings 
per  annum,  or  other  estate  of  the  value  of  forty  pounds,  to  meet  at 
such  time  and  place,  in  said  town,  as  shall  be  therein  directed,  to 
choose  all  such  officers  as  are  or  shall  be  required  by  law  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  said  town  ;  and  the  officers  that  may  be  chosen  in  conse- 
quence thereof  shall  have,  hold,  and  exercise,  the  powers  to  their  re- 
spective offices  belonging,  until[l]  the  time  that  shall  be  appointed 
for  said  town's  annual  meeting  in  March  next.     [^Passed  July  2. 


CHAPTER   4. 

AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 

POUNDS. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  support  the  public  credit  of  the  Preamble, 
colony,  that  the  treasurer  thereof  should  be  impowered  to  borrow  a 
sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  treasurer  of  this  colony  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  Treasurer  em- 
impower[e]'d  and  directed,  on  the  credit  thereof ,  to  borrow,  from  such  row£ioo!ooo'"' 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  willing  to  lend  the  same,  a  sum  not  ex-  the^coiorT'^^"**^ 
ceeding  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  ;  which  sum  the  said  treasurer 
is  impowered  to  give  his  receipts  or  obligation  for  in  form  following ; 
vizC'3.,_ 

Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  of  day  of  ,1776.  Form  of  the 

Borrowed  and  received  of  ,  the  sum  ,  for  the  use  o^"K»"°n. 

of  the  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and,  in  behalf  of  said  colony,  I  do 
herel)y  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  said  office  of  treasurer, 
to  repay  the  said  ,  or  his  order,  the  said  sum  of 

,  upon  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  A.D.  1778,  with  interest  at  five 
per  cent  per  annum  ;the  interest  to  be  paid  annually. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

CDC  ^°™  {mif]  tee. 

—  which  form  shall  be  printed  upon  the  best  paper  that  can  be  had 
for  the  purpose,  and  a  suitable  border  round  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  Abraham  Fuller,  Esq'^''^,  and  Jona[</iaw]  Brown  Committee  to 
Esq'^''^.,  be  a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  fi'otes^'""^ 
form  aforesaid  is  prescribed,  before  the  treasurer  fill  them  up ;  of 
which  notes  a  counterpart,  indented,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  one  hun-  Tax  of  £ioo,ooo 
dred  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  f/^ed  oli'poiu 
personal,  within  this  colony,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  pro-  ""^  estates. 
portions  on  the  several  towns  and  districts  within  this  colony  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their 
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Treasurer  em- 
powered to 
iBsue  his  war- 
rants. 


How  to  be 
appropriated. 


session  in  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  ;  and 
to  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect,  4.]  That  if  the  general  court  at  their  session  in  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  some  time  before  the 
twentieth  day  of  July  in  said  year,  shall  not  agree  and  conclude  upon 
an  act  apportioning  the  sums  which  by  this  act  are  engaged  to  he 
paid  in  said  year,  apportioned,  assessed,  and  levied,  then  and  in  such 
case  ea®h  town  and  district  in  this  colony  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be 
levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal  within  their 
limits,  the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  the  said  towns  and  dis- 
tricts were  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  then  last  prece[e]d- 
ing. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  colony  treasurer  is  hereby  fully  impowered 
and  directed,  some  time  in  said  month  of  July,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  di- 
rected to  the  assessors  or  selectmen  of  each  town  and  district  within 
this  colony,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real 
and  personal,  within  their  several  towns  and  districts,  for  their  re- 
spective parts  and  proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and  en- 
gaged to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  ti'easur[y][er]  on  the  afore- 
mentioned time ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  all  persons  assessed,  shall 
observe,  be  govern [e]'d  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  diree 
tions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  prece[e]ding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
and  each  part  thereof,  shall  be,  when  so  borrowed,  appropriated  to 
the  payment  of  such  warrants  as  the  council  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
draw  on  the  said  treasury,  for  defreying  the  charges  of  the  war  and 
government  agreeable  to  the  grant  of  the  general  assembly.  [^Passed 
July  2. 


CHAPTER    5. 

AN  ACT  IMPOWERING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SES- 
SIONS OF  THE  PEACE  IN  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  IN  THIS  COLONY  TO 
PERMIT  ONE  OR  MORE  INOCULATING  HOSPITALS  TO  BE  ERECTED  IN 
EACH  OF  THE  SAID  COUNTIES. 


Whereas  the  American  army  has  of  late  been  visited  with  the  small- 
pox, and  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  in  this  colony  are  there- 
by greatly  exposed  to  the  infection  of  that  malignant  distemper,  and 
as  it  has  been  found  by  long  experience  that  such  as  have  that  dis- 
temper by  inoculation  have  it  in  a  very  moderate  degree,  and  there- 
fore the  permitting  of  hospitals,  under  proper  regulations,  to  be  erected 
for  the  purpose  of  inoculation  may  tend  greatly  to  the  preservation 
of  the  lives  of  the  good  people  of  this  colony,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  vf  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace,  in  the  several  counties  within  this  government,  be  and 
hereby  are  impowered,  if  they  see  cause,  at  any  one  of  their  quarterly 
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sessions,  or  at  any  other  session  which  any  two  of  said  justices,  quo- 
rum unus,  may  call  for  that  purpose,  and  which  they  are  hereby  im- 
powered  to  call  accordingly,  to  allow  of  and  permit  one  or  more 
inoculating  hospitals  to  be  erected  and  established  in  the  county 
whereof  they  are  justices,  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as 
they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  may  agree  upon  and  order,  and  in 
such  place  in  said  county  as  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  may 
judge  will  be  most  for  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  inha[6t*]- 
tauts  of  said  county. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  no  person  shall  presume  to  inoculate  or  be  inocu- 
lated at  any  place  within  this  colony  but  at  one  of  the  inoculating 
hospitals  that  may  be  erected  or  established  by  the  permission  of  the 
justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  some  one  of 
the  counties  of  this  colony,  on  the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  for  each 
offence ;  one  half  for  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  the  town  or  plantation  where  such  offence  shall  be  com- 
mitted :  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  bill,  plaint  or  action,  in  any 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  or  by  information,  presentment  or 
indictment,  in  any  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  in  any 
superior  court  of  judicature,  &c.,  held  within  such  county  wherein 
such  offence  shall  be  committed  ;  and  if  the  party  be  unable  or  refuses 
to  pay  such  fine,  then  to  be  punished  by  whipping,  not  exceeding  thirty 
stripes,  or  by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  the  term  of  six  months,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Provided,  always,  — 

[Sect.  3.]  That  this  act  shall  not  be  understood  to  extend  to  per- 
sons who  may  inoculate  or  be  inoculated  in  any  town  where  more  tban 
twenty  families  are  known,  at  the  time  of  his  inoculation,  to  be  visited 
with  the  small-pox  at  one  and  the  same  time.  , 

Provided,  also,  — 

[Sect.  4.]  That  this  act  do  not  take  place  or  be  in  force  before 
the  third  day  of  August  next.     \^Passed  July  4. 


CHAPTER    6. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REPEALING  AND  MAKING  VOID  ONE  CLAUSE  OF  AN 
ACT,  MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-TWO,  INTIT[U]LED  "AN  ACT  FOR 
ALTERING  THE  TIME  OF  HOLDING  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS 
OF  THE  PEACE,  AND  INFERIOR  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  FROM  THE  THIRD  TUESDAY  OF  APRIL, 
AND  THIRD  TUESDAY  OF  OCTOBER,  TO  THE  LAST  TUESDAY  OF  MARCH, 
AND  THE  LAST  TUESDAY  OF  OCTOBER,  ANNUALLY ;  AND  FOR  ESTAB- 
LISHING ONE  OTHER  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE, 
AND  INFERIOR  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  TO  BE  HELD  IN  SAID 
COUNTY,  ANNUALLY,  FOR  THE  FUTURE." 

Whereas  by  the  said  act  it  is  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  prenmbie. 
first  day  of  January  then  next  following,  another  court  of  general  1^72-73,  chap.  2. 
sessions  of  the  peace  and  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  shall  be 
holden  at  Falmouth,  within  and  for  the  said  county  of  Cumberland, 
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Cumbprland 
July  infi-rior 
courts  discon- 
tinued. 


All  matters  re- 
tiirnablo  at  that 
Cdiirt  to  have 
(lay  In  thc!  next 
October  court. 


on  the  last  Tuesday  of  July,  annually  ;  and  whereas  the  holding  such 
courts  at  that  time  is  attended  with  many  inconveniences  to  the  in- 
habitants of  said  county,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  clause  aforesaid  establishing  a  court  of  gen- 
eral sessions  of  the  peace  and  inferio[w]r  court  of  common  pleas  to 
be  holden  at  said  Falmouth  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  July,  annually,  bo, 
and  it  hereby  is,  repealed  and  declared  null  and  void. 

Ayid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  all  original  writs,  summons,  warrants  issued  or  to 
be  issued,  executions,  processes,  matters  or  things,  whatsoever,  return- 
able to,  or  that  might  have  been  adjudged,  tried  or  determined  in,  the 
said  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  or  inferior  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  that  without  the  making  of  this  act  shou[Z3'd  have  been 
holden  at  said  Falmouth  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  July  next,  shall  be 
returnable  and  have  day  in  the  same  courts  by  law  to  be  holden  there 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  October  next ;  and  shall  then  and  there  be 
heard,  adjudged  and  determined,  in  like  manner  as,  without  the  mak- 
ing this  act,  they  might  have  been  on  the  said  last  Tuesday  of  July 
next.     [^Passed  June  29. 


CHAPTER    7. 

AN  ACT  IMPOWERING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SES- 
SIONS OF  THE  PEACE  IN  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  IN  THIS  COLONY  TO 
PERMIT  ONE  OR  MORE  INOCULATING  HOSPITALS  TO  BE  ERECTED  IN 
EACH  OF  THE  SAID  COUNTIES. 


Preamble.  Whereas  the  American  army  has  of  late  been  visited  with  the 

small-pox,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  in  this  colony  arc 
thereby  greatly  exposed  to  the  infection  of  that  malignant  distemper, 
and  as  it  has  been  found  by  long  experience  that  such  as  have  that 
distemper  by  inoculation  have  it  in  a  very  moderate  degree,  and  there- 
fore the  permitting  of  hospitals,  under  proper  regulations,  to  be  erected 
for  the  purpose  of  inoculation  may  tend  greatly  to  the  preservation  of 
the  lives  of  the  good  people  of  this  colony,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  in  the  several  counties  within  this  government,  be  and  hereby 
TiT'^hoVitTuto*  ^^'^  impower[e]'d,  if  they  see  cause,  at  any  one  of  their  quarterly  ses- 
1)6  erected.  sious,  or  at  any  other  session  which  any  two  of  said  justices,  quorum 
unus,  may  call  for  that  pui'pose,  and  which  they  are  hereby  impowered 
to  call  accordingly,  to  allow  of  and  permit  one  or  more  inoculating 
hospitals  to  be  erected  and  establish [e]'d  in  the  county  whereof  they 
are  justices,  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  they,  or  thc 
major  part  of  them,  may  agree  upon  and  order,-  and  in  such  place  in 
said  county  as  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  may  judge  will  be 
most  for  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
county. 


Justices  of  the 
BesRiona  em- 
powered to 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  no  person  shall  presume  to  inoculate  or  be  inoc-  No  person  to 
ulated  at  any  place  within  this  colony  but  at  one  of  the  inoculating  a"°o'neoTihe'* 
hospitals  that  maybe  erected  or  established  by  the  permission  of  the  hospitals  so 
justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  some  one  of  under  penalty 
the  counties  of  this  colony,  on  the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  for  each  °f^^*^- 
offence  ;  one  half  for  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  the  town  or  plantation  where  such  offence  shall  be  com- 
mitted :  to  be  sued  for  and  recover[e]'d  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  infe- 
rior   court    of  common  pleas,  or  by  information,  presentment  or  in- 
dictment, in  any  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  in  any  su- 
perior court  of  judicature,  &c.,  held  within  such  county  wherein  such 
offence  shall  be  committed  ;  and  if  the  party  be  unable  or  refuses  to 
pa}'  such  fine,  then  to  be  punished  by  whipping,  not  exceeding  thirty 
stripes,  or  by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  the  term  of  six  months,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court  wherein  such  offender  shall  be  convicted. 

Provided,  always,  — 

[Sect.  3.]     That  this  act  shall  not  be  understood  to  extend  to  per-  Proviso, 
sons  who  may  inoculate  or  be  inoculated  in  any  town  where  more  than 
twenty  families  are  known,  at  the  time  of  such  inoculation,  to  be  visited 
with  the  small-pox. 

And  whereas  in  this  present  session  there  was  passed  an  act  [i]  [e]n- 
titled  "  An  Act  [e][i]mpowering  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  me-TT,  chap.  s. 
sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  several  counties  in  this  colony  to  permit 
one  or  more  inoculating  hospitals  to  be  erected  in  each  of  the  said 
counties,"  which  act  is  mislaid,  or  lost,  and  which  being  somewhat 
viariant  from  the  foregoing  act,  it  is  proper  it  should  be  repealed ; 
therefore,  -^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  said  act,  and  every  clause  therein  be,  and  it 
hereby  is,  accordingly  repealed.     \_Passed  Jvly  9. 


CHAPTER    8. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  CONTINUANCE  OF  THE  SMALL-POX  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  BOSTON,  AND  TO  LICENCE  INOCULATION  THERE  FOR  A 
LIMITTED  TIME. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  general  assembly  that  it  has  become  im-  Preamble. 
poss[a][iJble  to  prevent  a  general  spread  of  the  small-pox  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  that  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance,  considering  the  state  of  our  public  affairs,  that  the  same 
distemper  be  carried  through  the  said  town  with  all  poss[aJ[ijble 
dispatch,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  any  person  or  persons  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  no  person 
permitted  to  take  and  receive  the  small-pox  by  inoculation,  within  the  c,'.ive  the'smtii 
said  town,  at  any  time  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  [one  thousand  pox  by  inocnia- 
scven  hundred  and  seventy-six]  [1776],  but  not  afterwards  :  prowcZed,  after  th?°5th°of 
always,  that  they  remain  within  the  said  town  from  the  time  of  their  -^"'y'  ^'^'^^■ 
inoculation,  during  their  being  visited  with  the  said  distemper  and 
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Proviso. 


No  person  not 
having  had  the 
small-pox  to  go 
itito  Boston 
after  the  said 
15th  of  July 
until  the  town 
shall  he  free 
from  infection, 
on  penalty  of 
£50. 


No  person  to  he 
inoculated  at 
any  other  time 
andi)lncethani8 
allowed  of  by 
this  and  one 
other  act  of  the 
general 
assembly,  on 
penalty  of  £50. 
177f)  7",  chap.  7. 
Penalty  for  any 
physician  who 
shall  inoculate 
himself  or  other 
person  : 


—  how  to  be 
recovered. 


The  party  un- 
able to  pay,  to 
be  whipped. 


Selectmen  of 
Boston  to  re- 
move every  per- 
son who  shall  be 
visited  with  the 
smallpox  after 


until [1]  they  shall  be  sufficiently  cleansed,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
selectmen. 

Provided,  also,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  no  person  who  shall  be  inoculated  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  permitted  either  to  be  inoculated,  or,  after  inoculation,  to  go 
or  reside,  upon  any  of  the  islands  within  the  harbour  of  the  town  of 
Boston  aforesaid  ;  but  every  person  who  shall  be  so  inoculated,  or  other- 
wise have  the  small-pox,  shall  go  or  reside  upon  any  of  said  islands, 
or  shall  go  into  any  part  of  the  country,  before  he  has  perfectly  recov- 
ered from  the  small-pox  and  shall  have  received  a  certificate  from  one 
or  more  of  the  selectmen  of  Boston,  or  any  person  or  persons  ap- 
pointed by  them,  that  he  or  she  is  thoroughly  cleansed  and  free  of  in- 
fection shall  be  subject  to  the  like  penalt[y][ie]s  as  any  person  or 
persons  are  liable  to  by  this  act  who  shall  be  inoculated  after  the 
fifteenth  day  of  July  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  no  person  not  having  had  the  small-pox  shall 
enter  the  town  of  Boston  after  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  July  until[l] 
that  town  shall  be  pablic[A;]ly  declared  by  the  selectmen  thereof  to  be 
so  far  free  from  infection  as  that  all  persons  may  safely  pass  and 
repass,  on  the  penalty  of  fo[u]rty  pounds;  one  moiety  to  the  use  of 
the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said 
town  :  and  all  mas[s]ters  and  mistresses  of  famil[y][i'e]'s  that  shall 
receive  any  person  or  persons,  being  strangers,  into  their  houses,  shall, 
within  three  days  after,  give  information  thereof,  in  wri[ghjting,  to 
the  selectmen  of  said  town,  on  the  like  penalty  of  forty  pounds  ;  to  be 
appl[y][i]ed  as  aforesaid.  .^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  inoculated  at  any 
other  time  or  place  than  is  permitted  and  allowed  by  this  act,  and  by 
one  other  act  of  this  general  assembly,  pas[t]  [sec/]  at  this  present 
sessions,  intitled  "An  Act  impowering  the  justices  of  the  court  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  several  counties  in  this  colony,  to 
permit  one  or  more  inoculating  hospitals  to  be  erected  in  each  of  the 
said  counties,"  on  the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds,  to  be  appl[y][ijed  as 
aforesaid;  and  if  any  physi[t][c]ian  or  other  person  shall  inoculate 
himself,  or  any  person,  after  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  July,  or  shall 
attend  any  person  or  persons  who  have  been  inoculated,  or  have 
otherwise  voluntarily  taken  said  distemper,  said  physi[t][c]ian,  or 
other  person,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  one  h[w?idre*]d  pounds,  to  be  applied 
as  aforesaid  ;  all  the  aforesaid  penalt[y][ie]'s  to  be  sued  for  and  re- 
cover [e]'d  by  an  action  of  debt  in  any  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas,  or  by  information,  presentment,  or  indictment,  in  any  court  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  in  any  superior  court  of  judicature, 
&c.,  holden  within  the  county  where  such  offence  shall  be  committed  ; 
and  if  the  party  so  offending  be  unable  or  refuses  to  pay  such  fine,  then 
to  be  punished  by  whipping,  not  exceeding  thirty  stripes,  or  by  impris- 
onment, not  exceeding  the  term  of  six  months,  lI  the  discretion  of  the 
court  wherein  such  offender  shall  be  convicted. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  selectmen  of  the  said  town  of  Boston  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,directed,  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  August  next, 
to  remove  every  person  who  shall  be  visited  with  the  small-pox  within 
the  said  town,  unto  some  place  where  they  will  not  endanger  the  in- 
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habitants  thereof  and  others,  unless  such  persons  who,  in  the  judgment  the  3d  day  of 
of  the  said  selectmen,  cannot  be  removed  as  aforesaid  without  greatly  ■^"g"^'- 
endangering  their  lives. 

Provided,  always,  — 

[Sect.  6.]     That  this  act  shall  not  be  understood  to  extend  to  any  ProvUo. 
persons  who  shall  inoculate  or  be  inoculated  in  any  town,  except  the  ' 
town  of  Boston  aforesaid,  wherein  more  than  twenty  famil[y][te]'s 
are  known,  at  the  time  of  such  inoculation,  to  be  visited  with  the 
small-pox. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]     That,  from  and  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  instant,  Guards  at  the 
and  until [1]  the  town  shall  be  publickly  declared,  by  the  selectmen  trpr^lmrp.T 
thereof,  to  be  so  far  free  from  infection  as  that  all  persons  may  safely  sonsgointf  inu. 
pass  and  repass,  there  shall  be  a  guard  kept  at  the  avenue  at  the  lines  penniBKion  from 
in  Roxbury  street,  and  at  the  several  ferry- ways  in  Boston,  to  prevent  ^^'^  selectmen. 
any  persons,  who  have  not  had  the  small-pox,  from  going  into  Boston  ; 
said  guards  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  selectmen  of  said  Boston  ; 
and  are  not  to  suffer,  without  the  permission  of  the  selectmen  of 
Boston,  or  any  two  of  them,  any  person  or  persons,  with  or  without 
their  effects,  to  come  out  of  the  town  of  Boston   until [1]  they  are 
satisfied  that  they  and  their  effects  are  free  from  infection.     \_Passed 
July  13. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Water- 
town,  ON  THE  Twenty-eighth  day  of  August, 
A.  D.  1776. 


CHAPTER    9. 


Bpicics  of  lum 
l)cr  iirciliihilcJ. 


AN  ACT  TO  PROHIBIT  THE  EXPORTATION    OF    LUMBER,  FOR   A   LIM- 
IT [T]  ED  TIME. 

Preamble.  Whereas  many  and  great  inconveniences  may  at  this  critical  time 

arise  to  this  and  the  other  United  States  of  America,  if  a  speedy  and 
effectual  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  lumber,  and  other  materials 
for  building,  from  each  and  every  port,  harbour,  or  place,  within  the 
limits  of  the  state,  is  not  immediately  effected,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  no  person  or  persons,  whatsoever,  shall  take  or 
load  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  within  this  state,  any  oak  or  pine 
timber,  plank,  boards,  joists,  clapboards  or  shingles,  or  other  wooden 
materials  suitable  for  buUding,  with  intent  to  convey  the  same  out  of 
this  state,  or  to  transport  the  same  by  water,  from  any  port  or  har- 
bour in  this  state  to  any  other  port  or  harbour  therein,  excepting  all 
such  lumber  as  shall  be  transporting  from  place  to  place  for  the  sole 
use  and  by  the  order  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, or  any  person  employed  by  them,  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  no 
ship  or  vessel,  already  loaded  with  any  such  lumber,  as  aforesaid,  in 
any  port  or  harbour  within  this  state,  shall  be  permitted  to  depart 
with  any  such  lumber  on  board,  from  any  such  port  or  harbour  to 
any  other  port  or  harbour  within  this  state,  or  to  any  port,  harbour,  or 

Forfeiture.  placc,  without  this  statc  ;  and  every  such  ship,  or  vessel,  which  shall 
load  as  aforesaid,  or  being  loaded  as  afor[e]said,  shall  sail  or  depart, 
or  attempt  to  sail  or  depart,  from  any  port,  harbour,  or  place,  within 
this  state,  shall,  together  with  her  cargo,  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture, 
be  forfeited  and  disposed  of  as  in  this  act  is  hereinafter  provided. 
And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 

Vessels  may  be       [Sect.  2.]     That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  armed  ship  or 

vesseu!'^ '"^™^^  vessel  commissioned  by  the  American  Congress,  or  by  any  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  su[p][r]prise,  take,  seize,  and  bring  into 
any  port  or  place  within  this  state,  any  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  have 
sailed  from  any  place  within  this  state  in  violation  of  this  act,  wholly 


[2d  Sess.]  Province  Laws.  — 1776-77.  559 

[revolutionary  period  —  "STATE."] 

or  in  part  laden  with  lumber,  as  aforesaid,  and  be  found  on  the  high 
seas ;  and  the  several  maritime  courts  already  erected  within  this  state, 
are  hereby  authorized  to  ti'y  the  justice  of  such  captures,  in  like  man- 
ner and  form  as  other  ships  or  vessels  are  triable  in  the  same  courts, 
and,  in  case  of  confiscation,  to  order  distribution  thereof;  one  moiety  Howdis. 
thereof  to  the  captors,  and  the  other  moiety  to  and  for  the  use  of  this  *>'i''''t«'^- 
etate. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  3.]  That  any  owner  or  freighter  of  any  ship  or  vessel  that  Penalty  on  own. 
shall,  in  violation  of  this  act,  sail  and  depart  from  any  port  or  har-  offending.^'"^^" 
hour  within  this  state,  in  part  or  wholly  laden  with  lumber,  as  afore- 
said, and  the  same  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  be  taken  or  s[ie][ei]zed 
in  consequence  of  this  act,  every  such  owner  or  freighter  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  the  in- 
ferior court  in  the  county  from  whence  the  said  vessel  sailed,  and 
applied  as  hereafter  by  this  act  is  directed :  provided,  always,  that  no 
action  shall  be  sustained  in  any  cpurt  of  record  within  this  state,  un- 
less the  same  were  commenced  within  twelve  months  after  the  offence 
committed. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  committees  of  correspondence,  inspection  and  Committees 
safety,  of  the  several  towns  and  plantations  within  this  state,  are  here-  g^'thls^.acf '° 
by  authorized,  directed  and  impowered  to  see  that  this  act  is  duly  executed.    • 
observed  and  kept  within  their  respective  precincts,  and  prosecute  to 
effect  all  violations  of  the  same,  and  to  recover  the  penalties  thereto 
annexed ;  in  which  case  one  moiety  of  the  penalty  shall  accrue  to  this 
state,  and  be  lodged  in  the  public  treasury  of  the  same,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  or  plantation  where  the 
offence  is  committed  ;  after  deducting  the  reasonable  charges  of  pros- 
[sjecution. 

[Sect.  5.]  This  act  to  be  in  force,  and  take  place,  in  all  parts  of  Tinnofitt 
tnis  state  excepting  the  counties  of  York,  Cumberland  and  Lincoln,  ana'ii^iluaiion. 
from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  September  instant ;  in  the  counties 
of  York  and  Cumberland,  from  and  after  the  ninth  day  of  September 
instant ;  and  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  from  and  after  the  tenth  day 
of  September  inst[an^] ;  and  to  be  in  force  until  the  twentieth  day 
of  IS^ovember  next,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  September  4. 


CHAPTER   10. 

AN  ACT  FOR  MAKING  AND  EMITTING  BILLS  OF  PUBLIC[K]  CREDIT. 

Whereas  the  exigences  of  this  state  require  a  new  emission  of  bills 
of  public[k]  credit,  to  discharg[e]  the  debts  thereof  which  have  or 
may  be  contracted,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]      That  there  be  forthwith  stamped,  on   copperplates,  a  Denomination 
number  of  bills  of  credit,  of  this  state,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  bills.'' ^^'""""' 
and  four  pounds,  of  the  following  denom-inatious  ;  viz.,  of  [Jen  .s/i*]il- 
ling[s,  o/*]  fo[itr*]teen  shillings,  of  sixteen  shillings,  of  twenty-two 

•  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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shillings,  of  twenty-eight  shillings,  of  thirty-six  shillings,  of  forty-two 
shillings,  and  of  forty-eight  shillings ;  and  to  be  forty-six  hundred 
and  thirty  bills  of  each  denomination,  and  no  more  :  and  that  they  be 
of  the  tenor  and  form  following ;  viz.,  — 


§ 


16  s.  State  of  the?  o     i.      u      tm-i.    -innr.  16's. 

Massachusetts  Bay  \  September  17th,  1776. 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  state, 
sixteen  shillings,  lawful  money,  by  the  7th  day  of  December,  1781 ; 
which  bill  shall  be  received  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  in  all  payments  at  the 
treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments.    By  order  of  the  general  assembly. 

,/}  „  >  Committee.  ^^  „ 

lb  s.  S  16  s. 


u'ckoVihe^bUis  —  ^'^^^  ^^1  w^^'^^^'s  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  less  sum ;  and  that,  on 
'  the  back  of  each  bill,  shall  be  stamped  the  value  of  such  bill,  its 
date,  and  the  figure  of  an  American,  with  a  sword  in  his  right  hand, 
with  the  following  inscription  suspended  therefrom;  viz.,  "  Ense petit 
placidam  sub  libertate  quietem;"  and  from  his  left  hand,  ^'' Magna 
Charta"  and  round  the  figure  these  words,  "Issued  in  Defence  of 
American  Liberty." 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
ivnaiiv  for  [Sect.  2.]     That  said  bills  shall  be  paid  and  received  in  the  pub- 

PHyiM^'ui "m  at   lic[k]  treasury,  and  in  all  payments  in  this  state,  without  any  abate- 
aiiy  discount,      meut  OT  discouut,  uudcT  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of   treble  the 
value  of  such  bill  or  bills  so  passed, and  costs,  to  be  paid  and  for- 
feited by  the  receiver ;  and  may  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  com- 
plaint or  indictment,  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  in  the  county, 
in  this  state,  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 
And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Committee  to  [Sect.  3.]     That  the  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  this 

aui  wnticutc  t  le  qq^.^^  ^q  authenticate,  by  numbering  and  signing,  said  bills,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are, directed  and  iinpowered  to  cause  said  bills,  of  the  sev- 
eral denominations  aforesaid,  to  be  authenticated  to  the  amount  of 
said  sum  of  fifty  thousand  and  four  pounds,  and  no  more ;  and  to 
deliver  the  same  to  the  treasurer  and  receiver-general  of  this  state, 
taking  his  receipt  for  the  same ;  and  the  said  committee  shall  be 
under  oath  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and 
be  rewarded  for  their  services  as  this  court  shall  determine. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 
Appropriution  [Sect.  4.]  That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  ordered  and 
impowered  to  issue  forth  and  emit[t]  the  said  bills,  toward  payment 
of  the  debts  of  this  state,  of  grants  and  allowances  made,  or  that  may 
hereafter  be  made,  by  the  general  court, for  the  defence  of  this  and  the 
other  states  of  America,  for  support  of  government  of  this  state,  and 
answering  all  other  incident  and  contingent  charges  thereof ;  according 
to  such  draughts  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  made  upon  him,  by  war- 
rant or  order  of  the  council  in  pursuance  of  the  resolves  or  orders  of 
the  general  assembly ;  and  the  said  bills  shall  pass  out  of  the  treas- 
ury, and  shall  be  taken  and  accepted,  in  all  payments,  at  the  rate 
therein  expressed. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  made  suitable 
provision  for  calling  in  and  sinking  said  emission  of  bills,  — 
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Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  there  be  and  there  is  hereby  granted  a  tax  of  fifty  Taxof  £50,oo4 
thousand  and  four  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  ^'^'"''^• 
and  personal,  within  this  state,  accoidiiig  to  such  rules  and  propor- 
tions, in  the  several  towns  and  other  places  within  this  state,  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their 
session  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  to  be 
paid  into  the  public  [k]  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  March 
then  next  after. 

And  be  it  fa  -ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  no  bills  of  credit  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  What  bills  to  be 
the  tax  before  mentioned,  excepting  bills  of   credit  of   the  United  treasury  for  the 
States  established  by  the  American  Congress  and  the  bills  of  this  t»^- 
government. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  if  the  general  court  or  assembly,  at  their  session  Treasurer  to 
in   Ma}',    one   thousand    seven    hundred   and  eight}^   and   some  time  ranttin^caTe^of 
before  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  in  that  year,  shall  not  agree  °o  *■"  a^'- 
and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the   sum   which  by  this  act 
is  engaged  to  be,  in  that  year,   assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and 
in  that  case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a 
tax  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within 
their  limits,  the  same  proportion  of  that  sum  as  such  town  or  other 
place  were  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  pre- 
ceeding. 

[Sect.  8.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  empow- 
ered and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  September,  in  the  last- 
mentioned  year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the 
selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  within  this  state,  and  to  some 
suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  as  are  not  incor- 
porated, requiring  him  or  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both 
real  and  personal,  within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their 
respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sum  before  directed  and  en- 
gaged to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  at  the  time  before 
mentioned ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  all  persons  assessed,  shall  ob- 
serve, be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as 
shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  preceeding  tax  act. 

And  be  U  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]      That  each  of   the  bills  emitted  by   this  act  shall  be  Biiistobe 
signed  by  any  two  of  the  committee  before  mentioned.  the"commuree!'' 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  the  several  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  this  act  bh is  a  tender  in 
shall  be  received  in  all  payments  within  this  state,  and  a  tender  of  the  ^^'  payments, 
same  may  be  pleaded,  and  have  the  same  effect,  in  any  action  which  is 
or  may  be  brought  for  the  recovery  of  any  money,  or  species  of  money, 
due  by  deed  or  simple  contract,  or  in  any  other  way  or  manner  what- 
soever, in  the  same  manner  as  a  tender  of  the  like  sum  in  silver  or  gold 
might  be  pleaded.     \_Passed  September  16. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  the  Ninth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1776. 


CHAPTER    11. 


Preamble. 


Bounds  of  the 
precinct. 


AN  ACT  FOR  DIVIDING  AND  SETTING  OFF  THE  NORTHERLY  HALF  OF 
THE  LAND  IN  THE  EAST  PRECINCT  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  POWNALBO- 
ROUGH,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  INTO  A  SEP[E]  [^]RATE  PRE- 
CINCT BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  NORTH  PRECINCT. 

Whereas,  for  the  greater  convenience  of  attending  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God,  and  the  more  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion, it  is  found  necessary  to  divide  and  set  off  the  northerly  half  of 
the  land  in  the  east  precinct  in  the  town  of  Pownalborough,  into  a 
sep[e]  [a]rate  precinct,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  general 
court  assembled.,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  northerly  half  of  the  land  in  the  east  precinct 
in  s[ai]d  town  of  Pownalborough  shall  be  and  hereby  is  set  off  into  a 
sep[e][(x]rate  precinct  by  the  name  of  the  North  Precinct ;  and  the 
s[aijd  northerly  half  of  the  land  ia  the  said  east  precinct  is  accord- 
ingly hereby  set  off,  by  a  line  to  begin  on  Sheepscut  River,  on  the 
southerly  line  of  lot  [S]  [5], granted  to  Abraham  Prebble  by  the  pro- 
p[neto]rs  of  the  Kennebeck  Purchase;  from  thence,  to  run  on  the 
s[ai]d  southerly  line,  to  a  road  running  between  the  rear  of  the  said 
lot  and  a  lot  of  four  hundred  acres,  marked  P^e  No.  5,  granted  by  the 
said  proprietors  to  James  Bowdoin,  Esqi^'^ ;  tlience,  running  northwardly 
on  the  said  road,  to  the  country  road  leading  from  the  great  bridge  to 
Sheepscut  River ;  thence,  running  west-north-west  through  the  said 
road  as  far  as  the  said  Bowdoin's  said  lot  Ee  bounds  thereon  ;  thence 
continuing  to  run  through  the  s[cu]d  road,  more  northerly,  as  far  as  the 
northerly  line  of  a  lot  of  four  hundred  acres,  marked  Dd  No.  4, 
granted  by  the  s[ai]d  prop[rieto]rs  to  William  Bowdoin,  Esq'^'^., de- 
ceased ;  and  from  thence,  to  run  on  the  said  northerly  line  of  the  last-  ' 
menti[one]d  lot  till  it  strikes  the  easterly  line  of  the  west  precinct  in 
said  Pownalborough. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  North  Precinct  shall  be  and  hereby  is  in- 
vested with  all  the  rights,  privil[id][e]ges  and  immunities  which  by 
law  other  precincts  are  i[n?)*]ested  with. 

*  Engrossment  mntilated. 


[3d  Sess.]  Province  Laws.  — 1776-77.  5G3 

[KEVOLUTIO^T^UIY    PEIUOD —  "  STATE."] 

And  be  it  further  enacted., 

[Sect.  3.  J     That  all  moneys  already  assessed  by  said  east  precinct  Provision  for 
be  collected,  and  paid  as  ap[p]ropriated  by  said  east  precinct,  in  the  taxes  assessed, 
same  manner  as  though  said  east  precinct  had  not  been  divided. 

^)i[d]  he  it  further  enacted., 

[Sect.  4.]  That  Thomas  Rice,  Esqi^'^,  be  and  hereby  is  impowered  |g°™f^j^^°®' 
to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  said  North  his'warran't!^ 
Precinct,  requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  to  meet  at 
such  time,  and  place  in  the  said  North  Precinct, accordingly,  as  by  such 
warrant  shall  be  duly  specified,  and  then  and  there  chuse  such  officers 
as  may  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  said  precinct ;  and 
the  inhabitants  qualified  by  law  to  vote,  being  so  met,  shall  be  and 
hereby  are  impowered  to  chuse  such  precinct  officers  accordingly. 
\_Passed  December  7. 


CHAPTEK    12. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  A  TRACT  OF  LAND  CALLED TRYEBURQ,  OF  TWO 
THOUSAND  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-TWO  RODS  SQUARE,  LYING 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK,  WHICH  WAS  GRANTED  AS  A  TOWNSHIP  TO 
JOSEPH  FRYE,  ESQC'i].,4-Y-V0  DOMIXI  SEVENTEEN  HUNDRED  SIXTY- 
TWO,  AND  CONFIRMED  yl.ViVO  Z)0M7-Y/ SEVENTEEN  HUNDRED  SIXTY- 
THREE,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  FRYEBURGH. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  that  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  pro-  Preamble, 
pjietors  and  non-proprietors  promiscuously  settled  thereon,  having 
lately  been  united  in  ordaining  a  minister  of  the  gospel  among  them, 
are  desirous  of  a  unity  in  the  expence  of  his  support,  of  building  a 
meeting-house,  and  other  public  charges  of  the  place,  but  cannot  lay 
a  tax  upon  themselves  for  those  purposes  till  said  tract  of  land  is  in- 
corporated into  a  town  ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in   Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same., 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  originally  bounded  as  Bounds  of  th« 
foUoweth  ;  vizi^'^.,  at  the  south  corner,  to  a  spruce-tree,  marked  ;  thence,  *°^°' 
running  north,  forty-five  degrees  west,  by  the  needle,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  rods,  to  a  beach-tree,  marked  ;  thence,  north, 
forty-five  degrees  east,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  ■ 
rods,  to  a  maple-tree,  marked  ;  thence,  south,  forty-five  degrees  east,  two 
thousand  one  hundi'ed  and  seventy-two  rods,  to  a  pine-tree,  marked ; 
thence,  south,  forty-five  degrees  west,  to  the  first  bound, — be  and  hereby 
is  erected  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Fryeburg :  excepting  and  re- 
serving thereout  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres  of 
land  lying  in  the  west  corner  thereof,  which  the  great  and  general 
court,  in  compliance  with  a  petition  of  the  above-named  Joseph  Frye, 
resolved  to  receive  back  —  and  in  lieu  thereof  granted  him  the  same 
quantity  of  the  government's  land,  with  liberty  to  lay  it  out  adjoining 
to  the  northwardly  or  north-ea.stAvardly  part  of  his  township  —  as  by 
said  resolve,  dated  June  the  twenty-fifth,  seventeen  hundred  seventy- 
two,  will  appear ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  said  tract  of  land,  except  as 
is  above  excepted,  be  and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  powers,  privi- 
leges and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  in  this  colony  do 
enjoy. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted^ 
Tristram  Jor.         [Sect.  2.1     That  Tristram  Jordrairoln,  Esq'^''^.,  be  and  hereby  is 

dan  to  IsBue  his    .     ■-  i  V     •  i  •  j      t  "-    ■r'-i  ,  ^         ..,.,,  .-^ 

warrent.  impowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant 

of  said  town,  requesting  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof,  who  have 
a  f reeliold  according  to  charter,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall 
be  therein  set  forth,  to  chuse  all  such  officers  as  are  or  shall  be  re- 
quired by  law,  to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  town.  {Passed  January 
11,  1777. 


CHAPTER    13. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  ONE  HUNDRED 
AND  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-ONE  POUNDS 
ONE  SHILLING  AND  TWOPENCE  HALFPENNY,  UPON  THE  SEVERAL 
TOWNS  AND  OTHER  PLACES  IN  THIS  STATE  HEREINAFTER  NAMED 
FORDEFREYINGTHE  PUBLIC  CHARGE[SJ;  AND  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING 
A  TAX  OF  SEVEN  THOUSAND  THREE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  POUNDS 
SEVENTEEN  SHILLINGS,  PAID  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  THEIR 
TRAVEL  AND  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT  IN  THE  YEAR 
ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-FIVE:  ALSO  FOR 
ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  FORTY  POUNDS  ONE  SHILLING  ON  THE  TOWN  OF 
HANCOCK,  TO  PAYA  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  BY  THE  GENERAL  COURT 
TO  GO  TO  SAID  TOWN. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  aforesaid  sums  of  one  hundred 
and  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds  nineteen  shil- 
lings and  twopence  halfpenny,  should  be  raised  and  paid  into  the  pub- 
lic treasury  of  this  state,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  defrey  such  public 
charges  as  have  arisen, or  may  arise, for  the  support  of  government; 
therefore,  for  the  ordering,  directing  and  effectually  drawing  into  the 
treasury  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  nine  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  twopence  half- 
penny, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  and  other  place  within  this  state  be 
assessed  and  pay,  as  such  town  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the 
sum  of  one  bundi'ed  and  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-one 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  twopence  halfpenny,  the  following  sum 
set  against  them,  respectively  ;  that  is  to  say,  — 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoriti/  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  out  his  warrants, 
directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place, 
within  this  state,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess 
the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner  follow- 
ing ;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  male  polls  above  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  within  their  respective  towns  or  other  places,  or  next  adjoining 
to  them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  including  negroes  and 
molattoes  (and  such  of  these  that  are  under  the  government  of  a  mas- 
ter or  mistress,  to  be  taxed  to  the  said  master  or  mistress,  respec- 
tively, in  the  same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are  taxed),  at 
nine  shillings  ;  and  proportionably  in  assessing  the  additional  sums 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  to  the  representatives,  for  their  travel  and 
attendance  aforesaid  (excepting  the  president,  fellows,  professors, 
tutors,  librarian  and  students  of  Harvard  College,  who  have  their 
usual  residence  there,  and  settled  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who  are 
hereby  exempted,  as  well  from  being  taxed  for  their  polls,  as  their  es- 
tates being  on  their  own  hands,  and  under  their  actual  management 
and  improvement,  and  in  the  parishes  where  they  are  settled  ;  as  also 
the  estate  belonging  to  Harvard  College)  ;  and  other  persons,  if  such 
there  be,  who,  thro'[wg'7i]  age,  infirmity  or  extreme  poverty,  in  the 
judg[e]ment  of  the  assessors,  are  not  able  to  pay  towards  public 
charges,  they  may  exempt  their  polls  or  estate [s],  or  abate  part  of 
what  they  are  set  at,  as  they  on  theh"  oaths  shall  think  to  be  just 
and  equitable. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  justices  in  their  general  sessions,  in  their  re- 
spective counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  or  assessment, 
are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  in  the  several 
towns  and  other  places  in  such  county,  in  proportion  to  this  tax  ;  and 
the  assessors  in  each  town  in  this  state  are  also  du'ected,  in  making 
a  town  tax  or  assessment,  to  govern  themselves  by  the  same  rule  ; 
and  the  incomes  of  all  estates,  both  real  and  personal,  lying  or  being 
within  the  limits  of  such  town  or  other  place,  or  next  unto  the  same, 
not  paying  elsewhere,  in  whose  hands,  tenure,  occupation  or  posses- 
sion the  same  is  or  shall  be  found,  and  also  the  income  or  profits 
which  any  person  or  persons,  except  as  before  excepted,  do  or  shall 
receive  from  money  at  interest  more  than  he  or  she  pay  interest  for, 
or  from  any  trade  or  faculty,  business  or  employment  whatsoever, 
and  all  profits  which  shall  or  may  arise  by  money,  or  commissions  of 
profits,  in  their  improvement,  at  so  much  on  the  pound  as  together 
with  what  is  set  on  the  poll  will  make  up  the  sum  set  and  ordered 
hereby  for  each  town  or  other  place  to  pay  ;  and  in  making  said 
assessment,  to  estimate  houses  and  lands  and  other  real  estate,  at 
the  amount  of  six  years'  yearly  rent,  whereof  the  same  may  reason- 
ably be  set  or  let  for  in  the  place  where  they  lie,  exclusive  of  neces- 
sary and  ordinary  repairs  ;  the  said  houses  and  lands  to  be  taxed  to 
such  persons  as  were  the  actual  tenants  thereof  uj)on  the  first  day  of 
September  last :  saving  all  agreements  between  landlord  and  tenants, 
and  where  no  agreement  is,  the  landlord  to  reimburse  one-half  of  the 
tax  (new  cleared  lands  for  tillage  not  to  be  rated  until [/]  the  first 
crop  be  taken  off)  ;  and  to  estimate  every  ox  of  four  years  old  and 
upwards,  at  forty  shillings  ;  every  cow  or  heifer  at  three  years  old 
and  upwards,  at  thirty  shillings  ;  and  every  horse  or  mare  of  three 
years  old  and  upwards,  at  forty  shillings  ;  and  every  swine  of  one 
year  old  and  upwards,  at  eight  shillings  ;  and  every  goat  and  sheep  of 
one  year  old  and  upwards,   at  three   shillings ;    the  several  beasts 
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afoi3inention[e]'d  to  be  taxed  to  their  respective  owners,  by  the 
assessors  of  the  town  in  which  the  owners  dwell ;  and  all  money  at 
interest,  either  within  or  without  the  state,  due  to  persons  within  this 
state,  at  three  times  the  yearly  lawful  interest  thereof,  and  also  the 
extraordinary  business,  employment  or  commissions  of  profit,  at  three 
times  the  sum  of  such  extraordinary  incomes  :  likewise  requiring  the 
assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessment,  setting  forth,  in  dis- 
tinct columns,  against  each  particular  person's  name,  how  much  he  or 
she  is  assessed  at  for  polls,  and  how  much  for  houses  and  lands,  and 
how  much  for  personal  estate,  and  income  by  trade  and  faculty,  and 
if  as  guardian,  or  for  any  estate  in  his  or  her  improvement,  in  trust,  to 
^  be  distinctly  expressed  ;  and  the  list  or  lists  so  perfected,  and  signed 

by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  commit  to  the  collector  or  col- 
lectors, constable  or  constables,  of  any  such  town  or  other  place,  and 
to  return  a  certificate  of  the  name  or  names  of  such  collector  or  col- 
lectors, constable  or  constables,  with  the  sum  total  to  each  of  them 
committed,  unto  himself,  some  time  before  the  twentieth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next. 

[Sect.  4.]  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  receipt  of 
such  certificate,  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  such 
town  or  other  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to  collect  the 
whole  of  each  respective  sum  assessed  on  each  particular  person,  and 
to  pay  in  their  collection,  and  to  issue  their  accounts  of  the  whole,  at 
or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 
Provided^  nevertheless,  — 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  the  army 
shall  be  consider[c]'d  as  resident  in  the  several  towns  to  which  they 
belonged  at  the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army,  their  absence  not- 
withstanding ;  and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and  other  places 
in  this  state  shall  consider  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  residents  in 
such  towns,  and  tax  them  accordingly  :  provided,  also,  that  such  as 
engaged  in  the  Conldnental  Arn\y  before  the  first  day  of  Ma}-  last, 
and  have  continued  in  the  service  until[^]  this  time,  or  have  been  regu- 
larly discharged,  be,  and  Xhey  herebj'  are,  exempted  from  their  poll 
tax. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place,  re- 
spectively, in  convenient  time  before  their  making  the  assessment, 
shall  give  seasonable  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  a  town  meeting,  or 
by  posting  up  notifications  in  some  place  or  places  in  such  town  or 
otlier  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  some  other  way,  to  give  and 
bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  perfect  lists  of  their  polls,  and  the 
rateable  estates  which  they  were  possessed  of  on  tne  first  day  of 
September  last,  and  income  by  trade  or  faculty,  and  gain  by  money  at 
interest,  which  they  are  to  render  to  the  assessors,  on  oath,  if  required  ; 
and  if  they  refuse  to  give  in  an  account  of  the  money  at  interest,  on 
oath,  the  assessors  are  impowered  to  doom  them  ;  and  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall,  upon  such  notice  given,  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in 
to  the  assessors  the  list  of  their  polls  and  rateable  estates  which  they 
were  possessed  of  on  the  said  first  day  of  Sept[e>?i')e]r  last,  or  shall 
bring  in  a  false  list  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof  before  the  said  as- 
sessors, it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  assessors,  to  assess  such  per* 
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son  or  persons,  according  to  their  known  ability  in  such  town,  in  their 
sound  judgment  and  discretion,  their  due  proportion  of  this  tax,  as 
near  as  they  can,  agreeable  to  the  rules  herein  given.  And  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  shall  not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estates,  as  aforesaid, 
to  the  assessors,  he  or  they  so  neglecting  shall  not  be  admitted  to 
make  application  to  the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any  abatement 
of  the  assessment  laid  on  him  or  them. 

[Sect.  7-]  And  if  the  person  be  not  convicted  of  any  falsehood  in 
the  list,  by  him  presented,  of  the  polls,  rateable  estate[s],  or  income  by 
trade  or  faculty,  business  or  employment,  or  otherwise,  such  list  shall 
be  a  rule  for  such  person's  proportion  to  the  tax  which  the  assessors 
may  not  exceed. 

Provided^  nevertheless^  — 

[Sect.  8.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend  or  be  construed 
to  extend  so  as  to  require  any  assessors  to  assess  any  person  or  per- 
sons, not  belonging  to  this  state,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
who  may  be  found  resident  in  any  town  in  tliis  state,  either  for  their 
polls,  or  rateable  estate,  real  or  personal,  which  they  had  in  their  pos- 
session on  the  said  first  day  of  September  by  virtue  of  any  commis- 
sion, office  or  employment  of  the  United  States,  or  the  particular  ser- 
vice of  this  state  or  any  person  belonging  to  this  state,  for  any  estate, 
real  or  personal,  occupied  or  possessed  by  him  or  them  to  the  use  of 
this  state  by  virtue  of  any  order  or  appointment  of  the  Congress,  or 
general  court,  or  any  committee  of  correspondence  or  inspection,  or 
selectmen  of  any  town.     \_Passed  January  27,  1777, 


CHAPTER    14. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  MONOPOLY  AND  OPPRESSION. 

Whereas  the  avari[t][c]ious  condu[c]t  of  many  persons,  by  daily  Preamble, 
adding  to  the  now  exorbitant  price  of  every  necessary  and  convenient 
article  of  life  and  encreasing  the  price  of  labour  in  general,  unless  a 
speedy  and  effectual  stop  be  put  thereto,  will  be  attended  with  the 
most  fatal  and  pernicious  consequences,  as  it  not  only  disheartens  and 
disaffects  the  soldiers  who  have  nobly  entered  into  the  service  of  their 
country  for  the  support  of  the  best  of  causes,  and  distresses  the 
poorer  part  of  the  community  by  obliging  them  to  give  unreasonable 
prices  for  those  things  that  are  absolutely  necessary  to  their  very 
exist[a][e]nce,  but  will  be  also  very  injurious  to  the  state  in  general; 
and  whereas  the  committee  lately  empowered  by  this  state  to  pro- 
ceed to  Providence  in  Rhode  Island,  and,  in  behalf  of  this  state,  there 
to  meet  with  committees  from  the  other  New-England  states,  and 
among  other  things  to  confer  upon  measures  necessary  to  prevent 
monopoly,  and  the  high  price  of  goods  and  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  for  regulation  of  vendues,  have,  in  conjunction  with  the  said  com- 
mittees, recommended  that  rates  and  prices  be  settled  and  affixed  by 
an  act  of  this  state  to  the  articles  hereinafter  enumerated,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  <>f  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

[Sect.  1.]     That  from  and  after  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Janu-  Time  of  this 
[e][tt]ry,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  the  price  "^t's  commeno- 
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of  farming  labour,  in  the  summer  season,  shall  not  exceed  three  shil- 
lings by  the  day,  and  found,  as  usual,  and  so  in  usual  proportion  at 
other  seasons  of  the  year  ;  and  the  labour  of  mechanics  and  trades- 
men, and  other  labour  beside  what  is  herein  hereafter  especially  enum- 
erated, in  proportion  tlierounto,  according  to  the  usages  and  customs 
which  have  heretofore  been  adopted  and  practiced  in  this  state,  when 
compared  with  farming  labour. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autJiority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]  That  the  following  articles  shall  not  be  sold  for  a  higher 
price  than  is  herein  hereafter  settled  and  affixed  to  them  respectively  ; 
viz'^'^.,  good  merchantable  wheat,  at  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  per 
bushel [1]  ;  good  merchantable  rye  or  rye-meal,  at  five  shillings  a 
bushel ;  good  Indian  meal  or  corn,  at  four  shillings  a  bushel ;  good 
merchantable  sheepswool,  at  two  shillings  a  pound  ;  fresh  pork,  well 
fatted  and  of  a  good  quality,  at  fourpeuce  halfpenny  a  pound,  and 
salt  pork  in  usual  proportion  according  to  the  price  of  salt ;  good, 
well  fatted,  grass-fed  beef,  at  threepence  a  pound,  and  stall-fed  beef, 
well  fatted,  at  fourpence  a  pound,  and  beef  of  an  inferio[u]r  quality,  in 
equal  proportion  ;  raw  hides,  at  threepence  a  pound  ;  raw  calf-skins,  at 
sixpence  a  pound  ;  good  merchantable  imported  salt,  at  ten  shillings  a 
bushel ;  salt  manufactured  from  sea-water  within  this  state,  at  twelve 
shillings  a  bushel  ;  good  merchantable  AVest-India  rum,  at  six  shillings 
and  eightpence  a  gallon  by  the  hogshead,  including  the  cask,  and  six 
shillings  and  tenpence  by  the  barrel,  exclusive  of  the  barrel,  and  seven 
shillings  and  eightpence  by  the  single  gallon,  and  two  shillings  by  the 
quart ;  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  less  quantity,  according  to  the  former 
custom  and  usages  for  retailing  smaller  quantities  :  saving  an  allowance 
of  one  penny  a  gallon  for  every  ten  miles  the  same  shall  be  carried  by 
land-carriage  from  the  first  port  of  delivery  ;  New-England  rum,  at  three 
shillings  and  tenpence  a  gallon  by  the  nogshead  or  barrel  (exclusive 
of  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence  for  the  hogshead,  or  four  shillings 
for  the  barrel)  and  four  shillings  and  sixpence  by  the  single  gallon  at 
the  town  where  the  same  is  distilled,  and  so  in  like  proportion  for 
smaller  quantities,  according  to  the  old  and  approved  customs  for  re- 
tailing smaller  quantities,  allowing  one  penny  each  ten  miles  for  every 
gallon  that  has  been  or  shall  be  transported  by  land  from  the  place  of 
distillery;  best  Muscovad[a]  [o]  sugar,  at  fifty-four  shillings  a  hun- 
dred by  the  hogshead,  and  three  pounds  by  the  single  hundred,  and 
eightpence  a  pound  by  the  single  pount^,  at  the  place  wliere  it  is  first 
landed,  and  allowing  ninepence  for  the  transporting  of  every  hundred 
weight  ten  miles  by  land-carriage,  and  sugars  of  an  iuferio[u]r 
quality  in  the  usual  proportion  ;  molasses  of  the  best  quality,  at  three 
shillings  and  fourpence  a  gallon  by  the  hogshead,  including  the  cask, 
and  three  shillings  and  eightpence  by  the  barrel  (exclusive  of  three 
shillings  for  the  barrel)  and  four  shillings  by  the  single  gallon,  at  the 
place  where  it  is  first  landed  from  the  West  Indies,  and  so,  in  propor- 
tion, in  the  country,  allowing  one  penny  a  gallon  for  every  ten  miles' 
transportation  by  land  into  the  country  or  from  the  place  where  it  is 
so  landed  ;  best  cocoa,  at  six  pounds  ten  shillings  a  hundred  weight ; 
American  manufactured  chocolate,  one  shilling  and  eightpence  a 
pound  ;  cheese  manufactured  in  America,  sixpence  pe;-  pound  ;  butter, 
at  tenpence  a  pound  by  the  single  pound,  and  ninepence  by  the  firkin  ; 
peas[e],  eight  shillings  a  bushel[l]  ;  beans,  six  shillings  a  bushel ;  pota- 
toes, commonly  called  Spanish  potatoes,  of  the  best  quality,  at  one 
shilling  and  fourpence  a  bushel  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  and  not  more 
than  two  shillings  in  any  other  season,  and  other  potatoes  in  usual 
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proportion  ;  men's  best  yarn  stockings,  six  sliillings  a  pair,  and  in 
that  proportion  for  an  inferio[u]r  quality  ;  men's  shoes  made  of  neat's-  Shoes, 
leather,  of  the  best  common  sort,  eight  shillings  a  pair,  and  for  others 
the  like  price,  according  to  their  size  and  quality  ;  salted  pork,  by  the 
barrel,    two    hundred   and  twenty  pounds  in   a  barrel,   four  pounds 
twelve  shillings  ;  beef,  by  the  barrel,  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  in  Beef,  exclusive 
a  barrel,  three  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  cotton,  three  cotton!'^"'''" 
shillings  a  pound  by  the  bag,  and  three  shillings  and  eightpence  by 
the  single  pound,   at  the  port  where  it  is  first  landed  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  the  like  allowance  for  transportation  as  for  other  articles ; 
oats,  two  shillings  a  bushel ;  good,  well  dressed  merchantable  flax,  one 
shilling  a  pound ;  good  coffee,  one  shilling  and  fourpence  a  pound  by 
the  single  pound  ;  good  tried  tallow,  sevenpence  halfpenny  a  pound, 
and  rough  tallow,  fivepence  a  pound  ;  good  yard-wide  tow-cloth,  two  Tow-cioth. 
shillings  and  threepence  a  yard,  and  other  tow-cloth  in  proportion  ac- 
cording to  its  width  and  quality  ;  and  the  price  of  co[u][a]rse,  linuens, 
to  be  computed  after  the  same  rate  ;    good  yard-wide    striped   flan-  Flannel. 
ii,el,  three  shillings  and  sixpence  a  yard,  and  other  flannels  in  pro- 
portion according  to  their  widths  and  qualities,   and  other  woolen 
cloth  manufactured  in  America,  according  to  their  widths  and  quali- 
ties ;  green  oak  wood  brought  from  the  country  and  delivered  at  the  Wood, 
door  of  the  buyer  in  Boston,  twenty-eight  shillings  [a  cord]  ;  good 
walnut  wood  so  delivered,  thirty  shillings  a  cord  ;  good  walnut  wood 
brought  from  the  South  Shore,  and  delivered  at  a  wharf  in  Boston, 
twenty-eight  shillings  [a  cord]  ;  good  oak  wood   brought  from  the 
South  Shore,  and  so  delivered,  twenty-four  shillings  [a  cord]  ;  eastern 
wood,  in  consideration  of  the  risque  in  bringing  the  same,  twenty- 
two  shillings  [a  cord]^  delivered,  at  the  wharf [e]  in  Boston;  good 
charcoal,  one  shilling  a  basket ;  tanned  hides,  at  one  shilling  and  three- 
pence a  pound,  and  curried  leather  in  usual  proportion  ;  homespun.  Leather, 
yard-wide  cotton  and  lin[n]en  cloth,  of  the  common  sort,  three  shil-  cioth, 
lings  and  sixpence,  and  other  widths  aud  qualities  of  cotton  and  lin- 
[u]en   in  like  proportion;   mutton,   lamb,    and  veal  at  fourpence  a 
pound ;  flour  imported  from  the  southern  states,  at  thirty  shillings  a  Flour, 
hundred  ;  flour  manufactured  in  this  state,  at  twenty-five  shillings  ; 
horsekeeping  in  Boston,  for  a  night  or  tweuty-foqr  hours,  with  English 
hay,  two  shillings,  and  in  other  places  in  proportion,  for  keeping  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  the  same  as  a  horse;  teaming  work,  one  shilling  and 
sixpence  for  every  ton  weight,  a  mile  —  excepting  from  North  [H J  amp- 
ton  to  the  no[r]thern  army,  for  which  may  be  taken,  two  shillings  a 
mile  for  each  ton  weight ;  turkeys,  dunghill  fowls,  and  ducks,  to  be  sold 
only  by  the  pound,   at  fivepence   a  pound ;    geese,   at  fourpence  a 
pound;  milk,  at  twopence  halfpenny  a  quart;  good,  refined  iron,  at 
fifty  shillings  a  hundred  ;  bloomery  iron,  at  thirty  shillings  a  hundred  iron, 
at  the  place  of  manufactory,  and  the  same  allowance  to  be  made  for 
transportation  of  iron  by  land  as  is  allowed  for  other  articles  ;  liver 
o[y][iJl  by  the  barrel,  four  shillings  a  gallon  ;  blubber,  refined,  thirty 
shillings  a  barrel ;  English  hay  of  the  best  quality,  at  five  shilliugs  a  Hay. 
hundred,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  meaner  quality  or  sort  of  hay; 
good,  merchantable  white-pine  boards,  not  to  exceed  forty-eight  shil-  Boards, 
lings  a  thousand  in  Boston,  and  other  lumber  in  proportion,  and  tlie 
price  in  other  parts  of  this  state  to  be  in  proportion  thereunto,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  customs  and  us [u] ages. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  anthoritj/  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  pri[sj[cjes  of  all  the  articles  produced   in  Prices  to  be 
America  hereinbefore  enumerated,  excepting  those  to  which  the  prices  prJce  at  Boston 
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of  transportation  are  affixed,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  the 
prices  of  such  goods  and  articles  in  the  town  of  Boston ;  and  that  the 
selectmen  and  committees  of  the  several  towns  in  this  state  shall  be 
and  hereby  are  impowered  to  affix  and  settle  in  their  respective  towns 
what  such  articles  and  goods  shall  be  sold  for  in  their  towns,  respec- 
tively, according  to  the  proportion  the  price  such  goods  have  borne  in 
such  towns  with  the  price  they  have  been  at  in  the  town  of  Boston, 
according  to  the  ancient  us [u] age  and  custom  of  such  towns. 

[Sect.  4.]  And  the  said  selectmen  and  committees  are  in  like 
manner  impowered  and  directed  to  set  and  establish  the  prices  of 
goods  herein  not  enumerated,  according  to  the  proportion  the  price  of 
them  have  usually  borne  in  their  respective  towns  to  those  herein 
enumerated.  And  the  said  selectmen  and  committees  are  also  re- 
quired to  make  out  a  fair  list  of  all  the  articles  to  which  they  shall 
affix  prices,  and  to  post  the  same,  with  the  prices  by  them  so  affixed, 
up,  in  some  public  place  or  places,  in  the  town  where  they  live,  and 
also  to  return  a  li^  of  such  prices  to  the  clerk  of  such  town,  there  to 
remain  upon  record  ;  and  such  prices  by  them  affixed,  pursuant  to  the 
duty  herein  [i][e]njoined  and  power  hereby  given  them,  shall  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  be  the  price  set  and  affixed  by  this  act  in  such  town. 

A7id  be  it  also  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  in  plantations  where  there  are  no  selectmen,  the 
committee  shall  have  such  power  and  be  required  to  perform  the  same 
duties  as  selectmen  and  committees  have,  within  their  towns, 
respectively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  price  of  all  European  and  East-India  goods 
and  merchandize  of  all  kinds,  which  have  been  or  shall  be  imported 
into  this  state,  as  also  of  all  such  goods  which  have  been  or  shall  be 
brought  into  this  state  in  any  prize-vessel  shall  not  exceed  the  follow- 
ing rates;  viz.,  woolen  goods,  co[u][a]rse  lin[n]ens,  duck,  cordage, 
ticklenburg[h]s  and  oznabrigs  shall  not  be  sold,  by  wholesale,  at  a 
higher  rate  than  in  the  proportion  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
pounds  sterling  for  what  usually  cost  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  in 
that  part  of  Europe  from  whence  they  are  imported  ;  and  any  other 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize  (excepting  hemp,  warlike  and  military 
stores)  imported  from  thence,  or  brought  or  w[/;tjch  shall  be  brought 
into  any  port  in  this  state  in  any  prize-vessel,  shall  not  be  sold  at  a 
higher  rate,  from  the  prime  cost  as  aforesaid,  than  in  the  proportion 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling  for  what  cost  one  hundred 
pounds  sterling  in  Europe  ;  and  the  sell[o][f]r  by  wholesale  shall  make 
out  a  bill  of  parcels  at  the  sterling  cost  of  the  articles  sold,  with  his 
advance  thereupon,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  bearer,  under  penalty 
of  the  sum  at  which  such  articles  are  so  sold  by  him  ;  and  the  re- 
tailers of  such  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  shall  not  sell  them  at 
a  higher  advance  than  twenty  per  cent  upon  the  wholesale  price, 
and  shall,  if  requested  by  the  buyer,  give  a  bill  of  parcels,  with  the 
sterling  cost  and  the  advance. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  if  any  person  having  any  article  or  articles  neces- 
sary for  the  use  of  the  American  army  or  navy  shall  withhold  or 
refuse  to  sell  the  same  for  a  reasonable  reward,  in  such  case,  upon 
complaint  thereof  made  upon  oath  to  the  council,  or  Board  of  War,  of 
this  state,  or  they,  knowing  or  suspecting  the  same,  or  either  of  them, 
are  hereby  authori[z]  [s]ed  and  impowered  to  issue  their  warrant  to 
any  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  or  constable,  to  impress  the  same,  and  for 
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that  purpose,  in  the  daytime,  between  sunrise  and  sunset[t],  to  break 
and  enter  any  wareliouses,  stores  or  other  places  where  such  goods 
are  deposited,  or  suspected  to  be  deposited,  and  to  take  and  apply  the 
same  to  the  use  aforesaid,  the  owner  thereof  being  paid  the  price  at  which 
such  goods  are  fixed  in  this  act ;  and  in  case  the  price  of  the  goods  so 
taken  is  not  herein  settled  and  fixed,  the  owner  shall  be  paid  for  the 
same  at  a  reasonable  apprai[z][.s]ment  to  be  made  of  such  goods  by 
three  indifferent,  judicious  men,  under  oath,  for  that  purpose  appointed, 
one  of  them  by  those  who  issued  the  said  warrant,  and  one  by  the 
owner  of  the  said  goods,  and  one  by  the  officer  directed  to  execute 
said  warrant ;  but  if  the  owner  shall  decline  to  make  such  appointment, 
two  of  the  said  apprai[z][s]ers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  persons  who 
shall' execute  such  warrant ;  and  the  sum  at  which  the  said  goods  shall 
be  appraised  shall  be  immediately  paid  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  8.]     That  if  any  vendue-master,  or  any  one  for  or  under  Vendue-master 
him,  shall  at  any  vendue  or  public  sale  sell  any  article  for  a  greater  ^Jction'^at'il' "' 
or  higher  price  than  by  this  act  is  limitted,  he  shall  forfeit  [a]  [tlie']  higher  price,  on 
sum  equal  to  that  for  which  such  article  shall  be  sold,  and  is  hereby   "'"  *^''"''*'"  ^°  • 
disqualified   from   acting  at   any  time  as   an  auctioneer   or  vendue- 
master  ;  and  in  case  he  or  any  one  in  his  behalf  should  presume  to  act 
in  that  capacity,  he  shall  forfeit  [the]   [a]   sum  of  fifty  pounds  for 
every  offence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]     That  every  person  who  shall  sell  any  of  the  articles  Peniiity  for 
above  mentioned  at  a  greater  price  than  is  herein  settled  and  fixed  for  h^gi,"? pHce 
the   same    (or   others,    not  enumerated,  in  a  manifest  disproportion  thim  is  fixed  by 
thereto),  upon  conviction,  shall  be  fined  for  every  article  so  sold  of  the 
price  of  twenty  shillings  or  under  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  and  for 
every  article  of  a  price  above  twenty  shillings  a  sum  equal  to  that 
for  which  such  article  shall  be  sold.     And  every  person  who  shall  take 
and  receive  for  his  service  and  labour  a  greater  sum  of  money  than 
is  settled  and  fixed  for  the  same  in  and  by  this  act,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  like  sum  of  money  to  that  which  he  shall  take  and  receive  for 
such  service  and  labour. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  whoever  shall  sell  any  goods,  wares  or  merchan-  No  action  to  be 
dizes,  or  shall  do  any  service  or  labour  at  a  greater  price  than  is  set-  good«relc.,  °^ 
tied  and  fixed  thereto  in  and  bv  this  act,  upon  credit,  shall  not  have  or  chiirgedata 

*'  price  iiifilier 

maintain  any  action  for  the  recovery  thereof,  but  shall  be  barred  than  those  tixed. 
therefrom,  and  the  person  against  whom  any  action  shall  be  brought 
for  the  recovery  of  such  money  may  plead  the  general  issue  thereto 
and  give  the  special  matter  in  evidence  to  the  jury. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afuresaid, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  all  the  fines  and  forfeitures  mentioned  in  this  Fines.howtobe 
act  shall  and  may  be  recovered  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  [o^inure!'*  ""'^ 
within  the  county  in  which  the  offence  shall  have  been  committed,  by 
action,  presentment  or  indictment,  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  this 
state  and  the  residue  to  the  prosecutor,  together  with  the  costs  of 
prosecution.  And  all  grand  jurors  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  to 
take  cognizance  of  and  to  make  due  presentment  of  all  offences 
against  this  act  which  shall  come  to  their  knowledge,  or  whereof  they 
shall  receive  due  information. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  12.]  That  if  any  person  shall  engross,  or  have  in  his  pos-  rrovision  made 
session,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  more   of   any  article  in  this  act  "f?»""*' pei-eons 
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that  engross  a 
larger  quantity 
than  is  neces- 
sary for  their 
own  consump- 
tion, and  refus- 
ing to  sell  to 
theirnecessitous 
neigbbors. 


enumerated  (or  auy  other  necessary  of  life)  than  is  necessary  for  the 
consumption  of  his  own  family  and  immediate  dependants,  and  which 
he  holds  with  an  apparent  design,  in  the  judgment  of  the  major  part 
of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  where  he  lives  or  where  such  article 
shall  be,  to  sell,  trade  upon,  and  not  for  his  own  consumption  as  afore- 
said, and  shall  refuse  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same  for  the  common 
currency  of  this  state  or  the  United  States  of  America,  and  at  the 
prices  affixed  and  settled  by  this  act  or  by  the  selectmen  and  commit- 
tee in  pursuance  of  it,  and  complaint  being  thereof  made  to  the  major 
part  of  said  selectmen  by  or  in  the  behalf  of  any  person  who  is  in 
want  of  such  article,  oi  articles,  for  his  own  immediate  support,  the 
support  of  his  family  or  immediate  dependants,  and  the  said  select- 
men or  [the]  [a]  major  part  of  them  bel[ei][ie]ving  the  same  to  be 
true,  shall  demand  of  such  person  so  refusing  to  sell  such  article,  or 
articles,  for  such  price  as  is  affixed  by  this  act,  or  by  the  selectmen 
or  committee  in  pursuance  of  it,  and  if  such  person  shall  refuse  to 
comply  therewith,  or  cannot  be  found  to  have  such  demand  made  of 
him,  the  major  part  of  said  selectmen  shall  apply  to  some  justice  of 
the  peace  within  the  same  county,  for  a  warrant  to  open  any  store, 
warehouse  or  gra[i]nary  in  which  such  article  or  articles  may  be,  or 
otherwise  to  take  possession  of  the  same. 

[Sect.  13.]  And  the  said  justice  shall,  without  delay,  make  out  his 
warrant,  directed  to  some  sher[r]iff,  deputy  sher[r]iff  or  constable,  in 
form  following  ;   viz^'-^.,  — 


Form  of  the  [Seal.] 

warrant.  Suffolk,  ss.  ^  To  Greeting: 

Whereas  complaint  is  this  day  made  to  me  by  A.,  B.,  C,  D.  and  E.,  a  major 
part  of  the  selectmen  of  L.,  in  the  said  county  of  S.,  that  I.  K.,  of  said  L,  (addi- 
tion) hath  now  in  his  possession  ,  with  design  to  sell 
and  trade  upon  the  same,  and  which  is  not  by  him  designed  for  the  con- 
sumption of  his  family  or  i[In]  [mwjediate  dependants,  and  that  the  said  I.  K. 
does,  though  requested  thereunto  by  the  said  selectmen,  refuse  to  sell 

thereof  to  N.  O.,  of  R.,  within  this  state  (who  is  in  great  neces- 
sity therefor  for  the  support  of  his  family  and  immediate  dependants),  for 
the  price  set  and  affixed  by  a  law  of  this  state,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent 
monopoly  and  oppression  ;  "  you  are  therefore  hereby  required,  in  the  name  of 
the  Government  and  People  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England, 
taking  with  you  a  major  part  of  the  selectmen  of  said  L  ,in  the  daytime, 
between  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  to  open  the  store  of  the  said  I.  K., 
or  as  the  case  may  be,  to  take  possession  of  the  said  and 

the  same  deliver  to  the  said  selectmen,  to  the  intent  that  the  said  selectmen 
may  sell  and  deliver  to  the  sail  N.  O.,  the  aforesaid  ,or  so  much 

of  that  article  as  the  said  N.  O.  has  absolute  necessity  for;  and  you  are  to 
make  true  return  of  this  warrant  to  me  as  soon  as  may  be  with  your  doings 
therein,     (iiven  under  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  177  . 


[Sect.  14.]  And  the  said  selectmen,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
having  possession  of  such  article  or  articles  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall 
sell  and  deliver  to  such  necessitous  person  so  named  in  such  warrant, 
so  much  of  the  article  therein  mentioned  as  he  stands  in  need  of  for 
the  support  of  his  family  and  immediate  dependants,  at  the  price 
affixed  as  aforesaid  ;  and  after  deducting  out  of  the  money  received 
therefor,  the  pay  for  their  own  service  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  a 
day,  the  officer's  legal  fees,  and  two  shillings  for  the  justice's  warrant, 
shall  pay  the  overplus,  if  any  there  be,  to  the  person  who  owned  oi 
possessed  such  goods. 
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Provided,  nevertJieless,  — 

[Sect.  15. J  That  the  said  selectmen  shall  not  be  obliged  or  im-  Proviso, 
powered,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  to  supply  any  person  as  aforesaid 
who  has  by  him,  to  their  knowledge,  any  of  the  articles  in  this  act 
enumerated,  or  any  other  necessary  of  life,  more  than  he  stands  in 
need  of  for  his  own  consumption,  and  refu[c][s]es  to  expose  them  to 
sale  for  the  prices  set  and  affixed  in  this  act,  or  that  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  bring  them  to  market  according  to  his  usual  custom. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  16.j  That  when  any  action  shall  be  brought  ag'ainst  any 
officer  who  has  a  duty  assigned  him  by  this  act,  he  may  plead  the  gen- 
eral issue,  and  give  the  special  matter  in  evidence  for  his  justification. 
\_Passed  January  25,  1777. 


CHAPTER    15. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REPEALING  [OF]  A  LAW  0[F  rff*]IS  STATE  MADE  AND 
PASSED  BY  THE  GREAT  AND  GENERAL  COURT  AT  THEIR  PRESENT 
SESSION,  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PROHIBIT  THE  EXPORT ATI0[2V*]  OF 
LUMBER  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME." 

Whereas  the  great  and  manifest  advanta[g'es  M;*]hich  accrued,  or  Preamble 
were  intended  to  accrue,  to  the  United  States  of  America  by  an  a[rf  *] 
lately  passed,  intitled  "  An  act  to  prohibit  the  exp[or/a^i*]ou  of  lum-  1776-77,  chap.  9 
ber  for  a  limit[<]ed  time,"  do  now  cease  and  subside  ;  and  whereas 
many  inconveniences  do  arise  to  divers  towns  in  this  state    by  the 
[o*]peration  of  said  act,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assemble\_d,  a*^tid  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  act  aforesaid,  intitled  "  An  act  [to*]  prohibit  the  exporta- 
tion of  lumber  for  a  limited  [iime*],"  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  repealed, 
and  that  every  part  and  paragraph  \there*'\ot  be  hereafter  held  and 
taken  to  be  null,  void,  and  [of  7i*Jone  effect  whatsoever.  \_Passed 
October  16. 


CHAPTER    16. 

AN  ACT  FOR  MAK[E]ING  AND  EMITTING  BILLS  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

Whereas  the  ex[e][t]gencies  of  this  state  require  a  new  emission  of  Preamble, 
bills  of  public  credit,  to  discharge  the  debts  thereof  which  have  or  may 
be  contracted,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  sime, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  there  be  forthwith  stamped,  on  copperplates,  a  biiu  of  several 
number  of  bills  of  credit,of  this  state,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  tolTJmnted! 
and  four  pounds,  of  the  following  denominations;  viz^.,  of  ten  shil- 
lings, of  fourteen  shillings,  of  sixteen  shillings,  of  twenty-two  shil- 

•  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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lings,  of  twenty-eight  shillings,  of  thirty-six  shillings,  of  forty-two 
shillings,  and  of  forty-eight  shillings ;  and  to  be  four  thousand  six 
hundred  and  thirty  bills  of  each  denomination,  and  no  more  :  and  that 
they  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following  ;  viz.,  — 


Form  of  the 
bills. 


IGs. 


(         ) 


NovC"-]   177G. 


16  s. 


State  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay. 
The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  state, 
sixteen  shillings,  lawful [1]  money,  by  the  seventh  day  of  December,  1781 ; 
which  bill  shall  be  received  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  in  all  payments  at  the 
treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments.     By  order  of  the  general  assembly. 

Committee. 


16  s. 


16  s. 


Motto. 


Bills  received  in 
all  ijayments. 


Committee  to 
number  and 
Bign  the  bills ; 


— to  be  Bworn. 


Treasurer 
empowered  to 
issue  forth  said 
bills. 


Tax  to  be  levied 
on  polls  and 
estates  for  the 


—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandis^  for  a  greater  or  less  sum  ;  and  that,  on  the 
back  of  each  bill,  shall  be  stamped  the  value  of  such  bill,  its  date,  and 
the  figure  of  an  American,  with  a  sword  in  his  right  hand,  with  the 
following  inscription  suspended   therefrom;    viz'^'^.,    ^' E[^Q]nse  petit 
placidam  sub  libertate  quietem;"  and  from  his  left  hand,  "  IND.,"  and 
round  the  figure  these  words,  "  Issued  in  Defence  of  American  Liberty." 
And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]     That  said  bills  shall  be  paid  and  receiv[<?]'d  in  the 
public[k]  treasury,  and  in  all  payments  in   this  state,  without  any 
abatement  or  discount,  under  the  penalty  of  the  forf[ic][et]ture  of 
treble  the  value  of  such  bill  or  bills  so  passed, and  costs,  to  be  paid 
and  forfeited  by  the  receiver  ;  and  may  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt, 
complaint  or  indictment,  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  in  the 
county,  in  this  state,  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 
And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  cforesaid, 
[Sect.  3,]     That  the  co[m]  [mm]  ittee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by 
this  court,  to  authenticate,  by  numbering  and  signing,  said  bills,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are, directed  and  empowered  to  cause  s[ai]'d  bills,  of 
the  several  denominations  aforesaid,  to  be  authenticated  to  the  amount 
of  said  sum  of  fifty  thousand  and  four  pounds,  and  no  more  ;  and  to 
deliver  the  same  to  the  treasurer  and  receiver-general  of  this  state, 
tak[e]ing  his  receipt  for  the  same ;  and  the  said  committee  shall  be 
under  oath  for  the  fait]iful[l]  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them, 
and  be  rewarded  for  their  services  as  this  court  shall  determine. 
ATid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  4.]     That  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  ordered  and  im- 
powered  to  issue  forth  and  emit  the  said  bills,  towards  payment  of  the 
debts  of  this  state,  of  grants  and  allowances  made,  or  that  may  here- 
after be  made,  by  the  general  court,  for  the  defence  of  this  and  the 
other  states  of  America,  for  support  of  government  of  this  state,  and 
answering  all  other  incidental  or  contigent  charges  thereof  ;  according 
to  such  drafts  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  made  upon  him,  by  war- 
rant or  order  of  the  council  in  pursuance  of  the  resolves  or  orders  of 
the  general  assembly;  and  the  s[ai]'d   bills  shall  pass  out  of  the 
treasury,  shall  be  taken  and  accepted,  in  all  payments,   at  the  rate 
therein  expressed. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  made  suitable  pro- 
vision for  calling  in  and  sinking  said  emission  of  bills,  — 
Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,- 
[Sect.   5,]     That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  fifty 
thousand  and  four  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  pol[e][Z]s,  and  estates  both 
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real  aud  personal,  within  tiiis  state,  accordiug^to  such  rules  and  pro-  calling  in  and 
portions,  in  the  several  towns  and  other  places  within  this  state,  as  shall  80*111'".^ 
be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their 
sessions  in  May,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  and  to  be  paid  into  the 
public[k]  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  March  then  next  after. 

And  be  U  farther  enacted  hj  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  6.]    That  no  bills  of  credit  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  the  Biiis  of  credit  of 
tax  before  mention[e]d,  except  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  estab-  statt-r'/o  be 
lished  by  the  American  Congress  and  the  bills  of  this  government.         received. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  if  the  general  court  or  asscmblv,  at  their  sessions  Towus'.md^ 
in  May,  seventeen  hundred  aix'  eighty,  and  some  time  before  the  twen-  appo'i-uJli^ment 
ticth  day  of  Sept[e?7i&e]'r,  in  that  yerr,  shall  not  agree  and  conclude  of  the  tax. 
upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sum  wlii?h  by  this  act  is  engaged  to  be, 
in  that  year,  assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and  in  that  case  each 
town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be  levied  on 
polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  their  limits,  the  same 
proportion  of  that  sum  as  such   town  or  other  place  [was*]   [were] 
taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  preceeding. 

[Sect.  8.]     And  the  ti'  asurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  empow-  Colony 
ered  and  directed,  some  time  in  tb  ■   month  of  September,  in  the  last-  p'^l'we"e?uo™' 
mentionre]d  vear,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  iRsue  forth  iii« 

1  L-J*  •   t   ■        ji  •  .     i_  11  warrants  to  the 

selectmen  or  ass  ;ssors  of  each  town  witiuc  this  state,  una  to  some  seiecmien  vt 
suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  as  are  not  incorpo-  assesslTtc.^^ 
rated,  requiring  him  or  them  to  assess  the  pol[e][^]s,  and  estates  both 
real  and  personal,  within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their 
respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sum  before  directed  and  en- 
gaged to  l)e  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  at  the  time  before 
mention[e]'d  ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  all  persons  assessed,  shall 
observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions 
as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  prece[e]ding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autUorihj  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]     That  each  of  the  bills  emit[(!]ed  by  this  act  shall  be  Biiistobe 
signed  by  any  two  of  the  committee  aforemention[e]d.  two  o'f  tife"com- 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  mittee. 

[Sect.  10.]     That  the   several  bills  of  credit  emitted  by   this  act  biiis established 
shall  be  received  in  all  payments  within  this  state,  anc'  a  tender  of  the  c,y,/(;^n^™ ss'"  to 
same  may  be  pleaded,  and  have  the  same  effect,  in  any  action  which  be  received  in' 
is  or  may  be  brought  for  the  recovery  of  any  money,  or  species  of  P'y™"'"^- 
money,  due  by  deed  or  simple  contract,  or  in  any  other  way  or  man- 
ner whatever,  in  the  same  manner  as  a  tender  of  the  like  sum  in  silver 
or  gold  might  be  pleaded.     [Passed  October  29. 


CHAPTER     17. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPOEATING  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  ST.  OEORGES, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  WAR- 
REN. 

"Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  plantation  called  St.   Georges,  in  Preamble, 
the  county  of  Lincoln,  have  represented  to  this  court  the  great,  diffl- 

*  Overwritten  in  the  engrossment,  but  originally  written  "  were."  t  Sir. 
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How  bounded. 


Warrant  for  a 
town  meeting. 


cnltics  and  inconveuiQnces  they  labor  under,  in  their  present  situa- 
tion, and  have  earnestly  requested  that  they  may  be  incorporated  into 
a  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and,  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  plantation,  called  St.  Georges,  bounded 
as  followeth  ;  viz.,  beginning  at  the  west  side  of  the  river  called  St. 
G-eorge's  River,  at  the  north  side  of  William  Palmer's  land  ;  thence, 
running  a  west-north-west  course,  to  Moses  Copelin's  south  line  ;  and 
then,  running  upon,  said  line, a  west  course,  until  it  strikes  Waldoboro'- 
[^ugh']  line  to  the  South  Pond  ;  and  from  thence,  along  said  line  to 
West  Pond  ;  then  running  along  said  line  until  it  reaches  the  town- 
ship of  the  Hon. [orable^  J[o/«i]'""^.  Taylor,  Esq"^'^.  ;  then,  running  an 
east  course,  upon  said  Taylor's  line,  about  six  miles  and  an-half  on  the 
line  of  said  township,  until  it  comes  to  Camden  line  ;  and  thence,  on 
said  Camden  line,  south-east  and  by  south,  about  two  miles  and  a-half  ; 
and  from  thence,  taking  a  bend,  south-south-west  course,  about  five 
miles  and  one-half  of  a  mile,  to  the  old  saw-mill ;  and  from  thence, 
down  said  river,  as  the  shore  is,  to  the  old  fort ;  and  then,  crossing 
said  St.  George's  River,  to  Watson's  Point;  and  then,  running  down 
the  river,  as  the  shore  is,  to  said  William  Palmer's  line,  being  the  first 
bounds  mentioned,  —  be,  and  it  hereby  is,erected  into  a  town  by  the 
name  of  Warren;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be,  and  they  here- 
by are,  invested  with  all  the  powers,  priviledges,  and  immunities  which 
the  inhabitants  of  towns  within  this  state  do,  or  may,  by  law,  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Waterman  Thomas,  Esq C'^.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
impowered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabi- 
tant of  said  town,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof  to 
meet,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  choose  all 
such  oflBcers  as  towns  are,  by  law,  empowered  to  chuse  in  the  month  of 
March,  annually  ;  at  which  said  meeting  all  the  then  present  inhabitants 
upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote. 

Provided,  nevertheless, — 

[Sect.  3.]  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Warren  shall  pay 
their  proportionable  part  of  all  taxes  which  are  already  assessed  or 
levied  on  said  inhabitants,  in  like  manner  as  t\io'[iigh^  this  act  had 
not  been  made.     \_Passed  November  7. 


CHAPTER  18. 


AN  ACT  FOR  DISCONTINUING  THE  NAME  OF  A  TOWN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
WORCESTER,  LATELY  INCORPORATED  BY  THE  NAME  OF  HUTCHIN- 
SON, AND  CALLING  THE  SAME  BARRE. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hutchinson  have,  by  their 

1774,  cbap.  3.  petition,  represented  to  this  court  that  in  June,  1774,  when  the  said 
town  was  incorporated.  General  Gage,  the  then  governoi-,  gave  it  the 
name  of  Hutchinson,  in  honor  to,  and  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of, 
Thonjas  Hutchinson,  his  immediate  predecessor  in  the  chair  of  gov- 
ernment, whom  they  justly  stile  the  well-known  enemy  of  the  natural 
and  stipulated  rights  of  America ;  and  that  at  a  town  meeting,  noti- 
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fled  for  that  purpose,  they  voted  unanimously  to  petition  and  accord- 
ingly have  petitioned  the  general  court,  that  the  name  of  the  said 
town  might  be  altered,  and  that  it  might  no  longer  bear  the  disgrace- 
ful name  of  Hutchinson  ;  and  whereas  there  is  a  moral  fitness  that 
traitors  and  par[r]icides,  especially  such  as  have  remarkably  distin- 
guish[e]'d  themselves  in  that  odious  character,  and  have  long  laboured 
to  deprive  their  native  country  of  its  most  valuable  rights  and  priv- 
ile[d]ges,  and  to  destroy  every  constitutional  guard  against  the 
evils  of  an  all-inslaving  despotism,  should  be  held  up  to  public  view 
in  their  true  characters,  to  be  execrated  by  mankind,  and  that  there 
should  remain  no  other  memorials  of  them  than  such  as  will  transmit 
their  names  with  infamy  to  posterity  ;  and  ivhereas  the  said  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  contrary  to  every  obligation  of  duty  and  gratitude  to 
this,  his  native  country,  which  raised  him  from  private  life  to  the 
highest  and  most  lucrative  offices  in  the  government,  has  acted  to- 
wards her  the  part  of  a  traitor  and  par[r]icide,  as  above  described, 
which  has  been  clearly  manifested  to  the  world  by  his  letters  lately 
published ;  and  by  his  having  thus  acted  it  has  become  fit  and  just 
that  every  honorable  memorial  of  him  should  be  obliterated  and 
cease ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  laud  lying  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  formerly  called  Plantation 
Rutland  District,  and  in  June,  1774,  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  eiectedTtu"  a 
name  of  Hutchinson,  shall  no  longer  bear  that  name,  but  henceforth  n°a.me of  B^rr^ 
shall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Barre,  the  aforesaid  in- 
corporating act  notwithstanding;    and  all   officers  in  the  said  town  officers  to  hold 
shall  hold  and  exercise  their  offices,  respectively,  in  the  same  manner  thelr'offices! 
as  they  would  have  done  had  not  the  name  of  the  said  town  been  respectively. 
altered.     [^Passed  November  7. 


OHAPTEK     19. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING 
THE  PLACE  BY  LAW  APPOINTED  FOR  HOLDING  THE  SUPERIOR  COURT 
OF  JUDICATURE,  COURT  OF  ASSIZE  AND  GENERAL  GOAL  DELIVERY, 
AND  THE  COURTS  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE,  AND  IN- 
FERIOR COURTS  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  WITHIN  AND  FOR  THE  COUNTY 
OF  SUFFOLK,"  MADE  AND  ENACTED  BY  THE  GREAT  AND  GENERAL 
COURT  OR  ASSEMBLY  OF  THIS  COLONY,  IN  FEBRUARY,  1776. 

Whereas  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  said  act  for  altering  the  place  Preamble. 
of  holding  the  said  courts  have  since  [of]  the  passing  [o/J  the  same  ^"^-~^'  <=''•''?•  ^2. 
ceased, — 

Be  it  thereftre  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect   1.]     That  the   said  act,   and  evfery  clause  therein,  be  and  TheBoverai 
hereby  are  repealed  ;  and  that  for  the  future,  the  said  several  courts  at  "Boston^*' ''^^^ 
shall  and  may  be  held  at  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  at  the  sev- 
eral times  by  law  prescribed,  as  tho'[Mg/i]  the  said  re[s][c]ited  act 
had  never  been  made. 
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And  whereas  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  court  of  gen- 
eral sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  were,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  October  last,  opened  and  held  at  Braintree  in  said  county, 
and  then  and  there  adjourned  to  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  instant, 
then  to  be  held  at  Braintree  aforesaid,  — 
Be  it  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
Inferior  court  to       [Sect  2.]     That  the  Same  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  court 
tmi^oiftbe^'jtii  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  shall  be  held  at  Boston,  in  and  for 
dayofNovem-    gajci  couuty,  ou  the  Said  twelfth  day  of  November,  instant,  such  ad- 
'    '  '  journment  thereof   to  Braintree  as  aforesaid  notwithstanding ;    and 

that  all  writs  and  processes,  whatever,  pending  in  the   same  courts, 
shall  have  day  therein  in  like  manner  as  they  would  have  had  if  the 
All  writs  and      Same  courts  had  been  held  upon  said  adjournment  in  Braintree.     And 
ummWcon'the    ^-^  writs  and  processes  made  returnable  into  the  inferior  court  of  corn- 
first  Tuesday  of  mon  plcas,  or  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  which,  by  vir- 
^  aimary,    .    .   ^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^  abovc  referred  to,  were  appointed  to  be  held  at  Dedham 
in  said  county,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January  next,  shall  be  return- 
able into  or  have  day  in  the  same  courts,  to  be  held  at  Boston  afore- 
said, on  the  said  first  Tuesday  of  January,  A.D.  1777,  and  be  heard, 
tr[y][i]ed,  adjudged  and  determined  therein  in  like  manner  as  they 
would  have  been  had  the  same  courts  been  held  at  Dedham  afore- 
said on  the  said  first  Tuesday  of  January,  A.D.  1777. 
All  writs  and  [Sect.  3.]     And  all  writs  and  processes  made  returnable  into  the 

ulralbirinto'       superior  court^f  judicature,  etc.,  which,  by  the  same  act  referred  to 
the  superior        abovc,  was  directed  and  appointed  to  be  held  at  Dedham  aforesaid, 
"hhdTuescfay  of  ou  the  third  Tuesday  of  February,  A.D.  1777,  shall  be  returnable  into, 
mnuary.A.  D.  ^^^  \i^\Q  day  iu,  the  said  superior  court[s]  of  judicature,  etc.,  to  be 
held  at  Boston  aforesaid,  on  the  said  third  Tuesday  of  February,  A.D. 
1777,  and  be  heard,  tr[y][i]ed,  adjudged  and  determined  therein  in 
like  manner  as  they  would  have  been  had  the  same  court  been  held  at 
Dedham  aforesaid,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of   February,  A.D.  1777. 
\_Passed  November  2. 


CHAPTER   20. 

AN  ACT  IN'ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT,  PASSED  IN  THE  YEAR  SIXTEEN  HUN- 
DRED NINETY-FOUR,  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  ID[I][£]OTS  AND  DIS- 
TRACTED PERSONS. 

Preamble.  WiiEREAS,  in  and  by  the  said  act  provision  is  only  made  for  ap- 

1693-94, chap.18.  pQJu^ing  guardians  for  such  as  are  naturally  wanting  of  understand- 
m<y,  or  shall  by  the  providence  of  God  fall  into  distraction,  or  be- 
come non  compos  mentis;  and  whereas  there  have  been  and  are 
instances  of  persons  being  deaf  and  dumb  from  their  nativity,  who, 
altho' [?;7/i]  they  cannot  with  propriety  be  said  either  to  be  naturally 
wanting  in  understanding,  or  to  come  under  tlie  denomination[s]  of 
ideots  or  of  persons  non  compos  mentis^  yet  are,  by  reason  of  their 
being  deaf  and  dumb  as  aforesaid,  incapacitated  to  make  or  execute  a 
power  of  attorn ['^]y,  or  any  other  instrument;  and  ivhereas,  it  some- 
times becomes  expedient  to  have  guardians  also  appointed  for  the 
children  of  id[i][e]ots  or  persons  non  compos  mentis^  or  deaf  and 
dumb  as  aforesaid,  who  are  incapable  of  taking  due  care  of  the  sup- 
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port  and  education  of  their  children,  and  no  provision  is  by  law  made 
for  any  of  the  said  cases,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  judges  of  probate,  in  their  respective  counties,  Judges  of  pro- 
within  this  state,  be  and  hereby  are  fnlly  authorised  and  impowered  J*o^a^,,p°fii°'^^'^*"^ 
to  appoint  guardians  to  persons  deaf  and  dumb  from  their  nativity,  guardians  to 
and  to  such  others  as  from  a  defect  in  the  organs  of  their  body  are  dumb"^ 
incapacitated  to  take  care  of  their  estates,  in  the  same  way  and  man- 
ner as  they  now  are   by  law  impowered   to   appoint   guardians    to 
id[i][c]ots  and  distracted  persons  ;  and  also  to  appoint  guardians  for  —also  to  appoint 
the  children  of  id[i][e]ots,  or  of  persons  nan  compos  mentis,  or  deaf  f"echnd'ril"of 
and  dumb,  in  the  lifetime  of  their  parents.  idiots. 

Atid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  judges  of  probate,  in  order  to  determine  the  in-  Judges  of  pro- 
capacity  of  such  persons  as  aforesaid,  to  take  care  of  their  estates  or  ernad^by 'i/tem- 
children,  are  to  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  puraryaKt, 
by  a  temporary  act  of  this  state  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  ns?,'  to 
Lord,  1737,  intitled  "An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  intitled  determine  the 

inc.'iDfici tv  Oi 

'An  Act  for  the  relief  of  id[i][e]ots  and  distracted  persons,'"  antl  such  persons. 
revived  by  an  act  passed  in  February,  1776.     [Passed  November  7.       i'nalve,' chap."  i4 


OHAPTEK    21. 

AN  ACT  FOR  PROVIDING  A  REINFORCEMENT  TO  THE  AMERICAN  ARMY. 

Whereas  the  state  of  our  public  affairs  claims  our  most  serious  at-  Preamble, 
tention,  and  while  our  inveterate  enemies  are  us[e]ing  their  utmost 
efforts  to  subjugate  us  not  only  to  an  arbitrary,  but  ignominious,  gov- 
ernment in  which  our  task-masters  may  be  those  tools  of  power  whom 
no  laws  could  deter  from  the  most  flagitious  crimes,  and  who  have 
been  ready  at  all  times  to  sacrifice  their  country  to  their  own  emolu- 
ment, it  obviously  becomes  the  duty  of  this  assembly  to  make  every 
possible  provision  against  so  great  a  calamity  ;  and  w/iereas  the  time 
for  which  a  part  of  the  militia  of  this  state  is  engaged  to  serve  as  a 
reinforcement  to  the  Continental  Army  is  near  expiring,  and  it  is  ap- 
prehended that  another  reinforcement  may  be  necessary,  when  a  move- 
ment of  the  whole  militia  would  be  both  needless  and  impracticable, 
this  court,  in  faithfulness  to  this  state,  has,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
point  out  and  establish  the  following  method  for  determining  what 
])ersons  shall  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  first  on  this  oc- 
casion, — 

And  it  is  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  m 
General  Court  a-^sembled,  and  by  the  authoriti/  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  no  rank  or  station  in  life,  place,  employment  or  No  person,  in 
office,  except  as  is  hereafter  excepted,  shall  excuse  or  exempt  any  ^uon7tobe 
person  from  serving  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  his  country,  either  by  exempted  from 
himself,  or  some  able-bodied,  effective  man  in  his  stead,  or,  in  case  of  excep't^'s"}]^-™' 
his  neglect  or  refusal,  from  paying  the  fine  hereinafter  required:  pro-  after  excepted. 
vided,  nevertheless,  that  those  persons  who  had,  before  the  nineteenth  Excepting 
day  of  April,  1775,  been  by  law  deemed  to  be  of  the  denomination  of  ^"sofThr'"'*' 
Clu-istians  called  Quakers,  settled  ministers  of  the  gospel,  the  presi-  gospel,  the 
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president,  etc., 
of  Harvard  Col- 
legi',  Indians, 
n<«riK'9  ftiid 
ninlattocs;  as, 
also,  four  men 
to  each  powder 
mill. 

On"  fourth  part 
of  tho  militia 
to  b'^  raised. 


Their  equip- 
ment. 


To  serve  for 
three  months 
from  their 
marching  from 
home. 


Selectmen  to 
cause  them  to  be 
marched. 


Military  officers, 
fflectmi'n,  etc., 
to  make  out  a 
fair  lift  of  the 
names  of  per- 
Kons  appointed 
brigadiers  of 
the  county  to 
which  they 
belong; 


—  and  to  make 
return  to  the 
council  of  the 
number  of  men 
80  drafted. 


dent,  professors,  tutors,  librarian  and  undergraduates  of  Harvard 
CoIle[d]ge,  Indians,  negroes  and  molatoes,  shall  not  be  held  to  take 
up  arms,  or  procure  any  person  to  do  it  in  their  room  ;  and  also  that 
four  men  to  each  of  the  powder  mills  in  Stoughton  and  Andover  be  in 
like  manner  exempted. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  bj/  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  one  quarter  part  of  all  the  able-bodied,  male,  per- 
sons within  this  state,  and  not  in  actual  military  service,  and  pay,  for 
the  defence  of  this  or  the  American  States,  from  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  upward,  excepting  as  aforesaid,  and  excepting  the  inhabitants  of 
all  such  places  as  l[y][ije  to  the  eastward  of  Camden,  so  caUed,  in 
the  county  of  Lincoln,  shall,  either  by  voluntary  inlistment,  lot,  or 
dra[f]r«5''/i]t  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  be  appointed  and  held  in 
readiness,  armed  and  equipped  with  a  good  gun  and  bayonet,  or,  in 
the  room  of  a  bayonet,  with  a  tomahawk,  cutting-sword  or  hatchet, 
also  with  a  cartridge-box,  a  blanket  and  knapsack,  to  march  at  a  min- 
ute's warning,  to  serve  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  months  from 
the  time  of  their  march  from  home,  within  and  for  the  defence  of  any 
of  the  United  States,  when  they  shall  be  called  out  to  reiuforce  the 
Continental  Army,  by  the  general  court,  or,  in  the  recess  thereof,  bv 
the  council,  and  under  the  command  of  such  general  officer  or  officers 
as  the  general  court,  or,  in  its  recess,  the  council,  shall  a])point. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  that  the  commission [e]'d  officers  of  the  militia  in 
each  town  in  this  state,  shall,  immediately  upon  their  receiving  this 
act,  cause  all  the  male  persons  usually  residing  therein,  from  sixteen 
years  of  age  and  upward[s],  except[ed]  those  hereinbefore  excepted, 
(and  where  there  are  no  such  officers  in  any  town,  the  selectmen  there- 
of shall  cause  them)  to  be  muster [e]'d  ;  and  said  militia  officers,  where 
there  are  such,  in  conjunction  with  the  selectmen  and  committees  of 
correspond[a][e]nce,  etc.,  of  such  town[.s]  shall,  by  voluntary  inlist- 
ment, lot,  or  dra[f][w/7/;]t.  as  to  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall 
appear  equitable  and  just,  cause  one  quarter  part  of  all  said  male  per- 
sons (not  exempting  themselves  or  any  other  persons  but  such  as  are 
hereinbeTore  exempted)  in  this  state,  and  not  in  actual  military  ser- 
vice, and  pay,  for  the  defence  of  this  or  the  American  States,  to  be 
ap|5ointed  and  held  in  readiness,  and  equipped  as  aforesaid,  to  serve 
as  is  above  provided,  having  regard  to  services  already  done  and  per- 
formed. 

[Sect.  4.]  And  the  military  officers,  with  the  selectmen  and  com- 
mittees as  aforesaid,  shall  immediately  make  out  a  fair  list  of  the 
names  of  the  persons  so  appointed,  either  by  inlistment,  lot  or 
dva[f][«{7/i]t,  and  deliver  the  same,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  briga- 
dier of  the  county  to  which  they  belong,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  next 
commanding  officer  in  the  brigade  then  in  the  county,  who  shall,  as 
soon  as  such  list  is  deliver[ej'd  to  him,  with  the  advice  of  the  field 
officers  of  such  brigade,  form  that  part  of  the  militia  which  shall  be 
so  appointed,  as  aforesaid,  within  his  county,  into  companies,  as  near 
as  may  be  of  the  number  of  sixty-eight  men  (including  non-commis- 
sion[rr']'d  officers)  to  a  company  ;  and  shall  appoint,  of  the  militia  offi- 
cers of  such  brigade,  proper  officers  to  lead  them  according  to  the 
rank  such  officers  now  hold ;  and  shall  form  such  companies  into 
battalions,  appointing  proper  field  officers,  of  the  standing  militia,  to 
command  them,  according  to  the  rank  such  officers  now  hold  in  the 
militia,  making  as  near  as  may  be  ten  companies  to  a  battalion  ;  and 
make  return  to  the  council  of  the  number  of  men,  and  the  names  of 
the  officers,  and  their  several  ranks,  wlio  may  be  drafted,  inlisted  or 
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appointed  in  consequence  of  this  act,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  possibly 
by  tbem  bo  ascertained. 

And  it  is  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  when  tlie  said  persons  so  appointed  are  ordered  prdtu'nl^eams to 
to  march,  the  selectmen  of  each  town  sliall  procure,  by  impressment  carry  baggage, 
or  otherwise,  necessary  teams  and  waggons  to  carry  their  baggage  ;  goidS  travel. 
and  shall  also  pay  each  officer  and  soldier   twopence  per  mile  for 
every  mile's  travel,  from  their  several  places  of  abode  to  the  place  or 
places  of  their  destination  as  appointed   by  the  general  court,  or,  in 
the  recess  thereof,  by  the  council ;  and  also  provide  for  them  suffi- 
cient k[i][c]ttles,  bottles  or  canteens;   and  shall  lay  their  accounts 
thereof  before  the  general  court,  with  proper  receipts,   for  allowance     ' 
and  payment. 

And  in  order  to  enable  the  selectmen  to  perfoi'm  and  observe  the 
prece[e]diag  clause,  in  case  they  cannot  otherwise  procure  the  money 
needed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  — 

It  is  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  they  shall,  as  soon  as  the  said  quarter  part  of  Selectmen 
the  male  persons  within  their  respective  towns  are  appointed  as  afore-  mneHge  unu"'' 
said,  return  an  account  of  the  numbers  so  appointed,  to  the  council,  '*-'"mage: 
who  shall  make  out  their  warrant,  in  favo[?i']r  of  such  selectmen,  upon 
the  treasury  of  this  state,  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  enable  such  select- 
men to  pay  the  persons  so  appointed  their  mileage  from  the  places  of 
their  abode  to  the  place  of  their  destination,  and  also  for  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  enable  such  selectmen  to  procure  teams  and  waggons  to  carry 
their  baggage  ;  allowing  one  team  to  each  company  of  men  :  the  said  —  tobeaccoum- 
selectmen  to  be  accountable  to  the  general  court  for  the  sums  they  ^  "' 
shall  respectively  receive. 

Ayid  it  is  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  the  persons  so  appointed,  after  they  are  ordered  Establishment 
to  march,  shall  be  under  the  same  regulations  as  are  provided  for  the  men.  '^"^  '^" 
Continental  Army,  and   receive  wages,    for  every  calendar   month, 
according  to  the  following  establishment ;  viz.,  — 

A  colonel,  fifteen  pounds;  lieu[i{e?ian]t-colonel,  twelver  pounds ; 
a  major,  ten  pounds;  a  captain,  eight  pounds;  a  first  lien[^tenan]t, 
five  pounds  eight  shillings;  a  sec[o»]d  Vie{i[tpnan']t,  five  pounds 
eight  shillings ;  a  chaplain,  seven  pounds  ten  shillings ;  surgeon, 
seven  pounds  ten  shillings  ;  surgeon's  mate,  four  pounds ;  adjutant, 
five  pounds  ten  shillings ;  quartermaster,  three  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings;  ser[g][.;]eant,  three  pounds  eight  shillings;  corporal,  three 
pounds  four  shillings ;  drummer  or  fifer,  three  pounds  four  shil- 
lings ;  privates,  three  pounds  :  said ,  wages  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  their  marching,  and  to  continue  to  the  time  of  their  return, 
allowing  twenty  miles  march  to  a  day. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  aiithority  afor'^said, 

[Sect.   8.]     That  in   each  town  or  place  where  there  shall  have  Empowerit.g 
been  a  neglect  in  the  appointment  of  one  of  those  orders;  viz.,  of  InVcomnmiocB 
military  officers,  selectmen  or  committees  of  correspond[a][^']nee,  or  ofcorrespond- 
of  any  two  of  those  orders,  such  and  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  in  the  men. 
any  town  or  place,  shall  have  all  the  power  with  respect  to  mustering 
and  appointing  the  men  as  aforesaid,  as  the  military  officers,  commit- 
tees and  selectmen  jointly  have,  and  shall  be   held  in  such  case,  re- 
spectively, to  execute  this  act  under  the  same  penalty  as  is  herein 
provided  against  them  in  case  of  the  joint  neglect  of  them  all. 

[Sect.  9.  J     And  the  selectmen  of  each  town  are  also  impowered  To  empower  the 
and  directed  to  impress  arms  for  such  persons  as  shall  be  appointed  fmpreelfarms. 
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*  as    aforesaid,  and  are  unable  to  procure  them  for  themselves,  and 

shall  truly  appraise  the  arms  so  impressed,  and  give  the  person  or  per- 
sons from  whom  they  are  taken,  a  receipt  therefor;  and  said  receipt 
shall  express  and  certify  the  sum  such  arms  are  appraised  at,  to  the 
intent  that  the  owner  or  owners  may,  if  they  please,  receive  pay  for 
them  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state,  by  warrant  from  the  council ; 
but  if  the  owners  of  such  arms  shall  choose  to  have  a  return  thereof, 
after  the  person  for  whose  use  such  arms  were  taken  shall  return 
from  the  campaign,  they  shall  be  intitled  to  receJve  for  the  hire  of 
each  gun,  the  sum  of  four  shillings  ;  and  in  case  of  such  arms  being 
lost,  the  owners  shall  be  paid  therefor  according  to  the  appraisement 
•  of  the  same,  deducting  any  sum  that  may  have  been  paid  for  the  hire 
thereof ;  and  if  any  soldier  to  whose  use  such  arms  are  impressed, 
shall  wilfully  dispose  of,  or  negligently  lose,  them,  he  shall  have  the 
sum  such  arms  are  appraised  at,  deducted  from  his  wages  ;  and  the 
treasurer  shall  not  pay  any  non-commission [e]'d  officer  or  soldier  his 
wages  for  his  service  until  he  shall  produce  a  certificate  from  the  se- 
lectmen of  the  town  (or  committee  of  correspond[a][e]uce,  etc.,  of 
any  place  not  incorporated) ,  expressing  either  that  he  found  his  own 
arms,  or  that  the  arms  delivered  him  by  such  selectmen  have  been 
returned  by  him,  or  were  unavoidably  lost. 
And  it  is  farther  enacted, 
Penalty  for  [Sect.  10.]     That  if  any  military  officer,  not  having  reasonable  ex- 

Mfultngtodo"  cuse,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  strictly  to  perform  the  duties  enjoined  on 
their  duty:         j^jm  |jy  fj^jg  ^q^^  \^q  shall  pay  a  fine  of  twelve  pounds,  and  be  reduced 
to  the  ranks  in  the  militia;   and  that,  if  any  selectman  or  committee 
man  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  by 
this  act,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds,  to  be  re- 
covered, by  any  person  who  shall  prosecute  for  the  same,  by  action  of 
debt  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  one  half  of  said  fine  to  be 
—tobe  paid  into  for  the  usc  of  Said  prosecutor,   the.  other  half  to  be  lodged  in  the 
treasunTf^f tiie*  hauds  of  the  treasurer  of  the  town  or  place  where  such  offender  lives, 
such  ofl^nder      ^^  ^"^  drawn  out  by  the  selectmen  for  the  use  of  hiring  or  procuring 
resides.  men  to  scrve  for  the  defence  of  this  or  the  United  States  of  America. 

And  it  is  further  enacted, 
Soldier  refusing  [Sect.  11.]  That  if  any  pcrsou  appointed  as  aforesaid,  and  being 
in  person  notified  of  such  appointment,  or  by  writing,  left  at  his  place 
of  abode,  sign[e]d  by  any  of  them  who  have  appointed  him,  shall  I'e- 
fuse  or  neglect,  in  twenty-four  hours  thereafter,  to  make  a  reasonable 
excuse,  to  the  acceptance  of  said  persons  by  whom  he  is  so  appointed, 
or  to  pay  into  then'  hands  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  he  shall  be  held 
and  taken  to  be  a  soldier  in  the  service  for  which  he  was  so  appointed  ; 
and  if  any  such  soldier  neglect  or  refuse  to  march  as  aforesaid,  when 
called  out  according  to  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  militia  act,  unless 
he  produces  a  discharge  from  or  provides  some  able-bodied  man  in  his 
stead,  to  the  acceptance  of  the  persons  herein  empowered  to  appoint 
pfenaity.  him,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  into  the  hand  of  such  persons  the  sum 

of  twelve  pounds,  or,  in  default  of  such  payment,  the  said  persons  are 
hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  commit  such  delinquent,  forthwith, 
until  he  pay  said  fine,  to  the  common  goal  of  the  county,  by  mittimus 
of  the  tenor  and  form  following,  directed  to  such  officer  as  is  empow- 
ered to  execute  a  warrant  from  a  justice  of  the  peace  :  — 

Suflfolk,  ss. 

To  ,  and  to  the  keeper  of  the  common 

goal  of  the  county  of  ,                        (Jreeting: 

Oath.                    Whereas  C.  D.,  of  the  town  of  ,  was,  by  us,  the  subscribers, 
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appointed  a  soldier  according  to  the  directions  of  a  late  act  of  this  g-overn- 
ment,  for  providing  a  reinfoicement  to  the  American  army,  has  been  duly 
notified  of  such  appointment,  and  did  not,  with[tM*]  twenty-four  hours 
after  such  notification,  pay  to  ns  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  nor  make  any 
reasonable  excuse ;  and  the  said  C.  D.  was,  on  the  day  of  , 

called  out,  according  to  law,  to  march,  Ijut  neglected  so  to  do,  or  to 
pi'ovide  any  person  in  his  stead,  you  the  said  ,  are,  therefore, 

hereby  required  forthwith  to  apprehend  the  said  C.  D.  and  him  commit  to 
tJie  common  goal  in  said  county;  and  you  the  said  keeper  of  the  said  goal 
are  alike  required  to  receive  the  said  C.  D.  into  your  custody,  there  to  remain 
until  he  pay  the  fine  of  twelve  pounds,  as  ordei[e]'d  in  said  act,  together 
with  charges  of  commit[t]ment  and  imprisonment;  or  be  discharged  by  or- 
der of  law.  Hereof  fail  not.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seal[s],  this 
day  of 


And  it  is  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  12.]     That  all  fiues  incurred  by  breaches  of  the  foregoing  Fines  to  be  paid 
paragraph,  shall  be  paid  over  by  the  persons  who  may  first  receive  [hJ  towl^  *"^  °* 
the  same,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  town  or   place,  to  be    employed  by 
the  selectmen  in  hiring  persons  for  the  service  herein  directed,  as 
there  shall  be  occasion. 

Provided,  always,  — 

[Sect.  13]  That  so  far  as  the  quota  of  said  town  or  place  is  not 
immediately  compleated  by  persons  hired  by  such  fines,  the  persons 
herein  empowered  to  raise  such  quota  shall  go  on,  without  delay,  to 
appoint  as  aforesaid,  till  the  full  complement  of  such  town  or  place 
is  made  up  ;  and  in  case  any  surplusage  shall  remain  of  forfeitures, 
after  the  number  of  men  intended  to  be  levied  iu  consequence  of  this 
act  shall  in  fact  be  levied,  the  same  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treas- 
urer or  receiver  of  each  town,  respectively^  there  to  remain  for  the 
disposal  of  such  town,  for  raising  men  for  future  military  service. 

And  it  is  aluo  enacted, 

[Sect.  14,]     That  the  major  part  of  the  field  officers  of  each  battal-  Field  officers  to 
ion,  so  appointed,  shall  have  the  privile[d]ge  of  appointing  one  chap-  chaiX'in"sur- 
lain,  one  surgeon,  one  surgeon's  mate,  a  quartermaster  and  an  adiu-  geon,  surgeon's 

'  ,     ,  !•  '         ^  ■>         mate,  quarter- 

taut  for  such   battalion.  master  and 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  adjutant. 

[Sect.  15.]     That  wherever  this  act  requires  any  duty  to  be  done  Major  part  of 
by  the  military  officers,  selectmen,   and  committees,  of  any  town  or  po'^wer"hT^ 
place,  it  [is*']  to  be  understood  that  the  maior  part  of  them,  or  of  selectmen  and 
such  orders  of  them,  as  are  found  subsisting  in  the  said  town  or  place,  any  town,  to 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  impowered  to  perform  the  same  duties,  no  game duUesas 
less  than   if   the   whole  number  of  all  said  orders    were  personally  required  to^be 

.  ,  .  I  »■    done  bv  military 

present,  and  agreeing.  officers. 

Provided,  — 

[Sect.  16.]     That  if  the  persons  so  appointed,  as  aforesaid,  shall  Soldiers  be  held 
not  be  called  out  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army  upon  or  before  mVnihsVrom 
the  first  day  of  March  next,  they  shall  not  be  held  to  march  after  that  J^^'/j^,';g^^ 
time  until  there  is   a   new  appointment,  or  some  further  order  from 
the  general  court ;  but  if  they  shou[Z]'d  be  called  out,  upon  or  before 
the  said  first  day  of  March,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  they  shall  be 
held  to  stay  in  the  service  for  the  space  of  three  months  from  the 
time  of  their  marching,  if  it  shou[Z]'d  be  found  necessary. 

Provided,  also,  — 

[Sect.  17.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  exempt 
said  persons  who  are  so  appointed  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army, 

*  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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The  council  em- 
powered, in  the 
recess  of  the 
general  court,  to 
call  outso  many 
of  the  battalions 
formed  as  shall 
appear  to  be 
necessary  upon 
any  emergency. 


and  who  arc  now  a  part  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  from  being  con- 
sider [ej'd  to  belong  to  said  militia,  or  to  excuse  or  exempt  them  from 
being  obliged  to  march  for  any  other  purpose,  in  defence  of  this  or 
the  other  states  of  America,  according  to  the  modes  prescribed  by  the 
laws  of  this  state  made  and  provided  for  the  regulation  of  the  niilitia 
therein. 

Aiul  H  is  farther  provided  and  enacted, 

[Sect.  18.]  That  if  any  part  of  said  persons  so  appointed,  and 
not  the  whole  of  them,  shou[^]'d  be  needed  for  the  purpose  and  service 
aforesaid,  upon  any  emergency,  in  the  recess  of  the  general  court,  the 
council  shall  be  and  hereby  are  fully  impowered  to  call  out  such  and 
so  many  of  the  bat[(']alions,  formed  as  aforesaid,  as  shall  appear  to 
the  said  council  to  be  necessary;  and  that  each  bat[iJalion,  of  said 
quarter  part,  shall  be  held  to  serve  three  months  from  the  time  of 
their  marching,  respectively ;  and  that  the  marching  of  some  of  the 
bat[<]alions  shall  inot  be  construed  a  release  of  the  residue,  that  shall 
be  formed  in  consequence  of  this  act,  from  the  duties  herein  required. 

And  it  is  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  19.]  That  this  act  shall  be  held  to  be  in  full  force,  any  law 
of  this  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  [Pass'id  Mov^mher 
14*. 


CHAPTER     22. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  A  NAVAL  OFFICE  AND  FOR  ASCERTAINING 

THE  FEES. 


Towns  where  a 
naval  office 
shall  be  kept, 
for  entering  and 
clearing  all 
vessels. 


Pees  of  said 

office, 

established. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  in  the  several  seaports  of  Boston,  Salem,  Mar- 
blehead,  Glocester,  Newburypo.rt,  York,  Pepper[r]elboro'[Mg'7i],  Fal- 
mouth in  Casco  Bay,  Townsend,  Penobscot,  Goldsborough,  Machias, 
Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Dartmouth  and  the  island  of  Nantucket,  with- 
in this  state,  there  be  an  office  kept,  to  be  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  the  naval  office,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  and  clearing  of 
all  ships  and  other  vessels  trading  to  or  from  this  state,  to  take  bonds, 
in  adequate  penalty,  for  observing  the  regulations  made  or  which 
shall  be  made  by  the  General  Congress,  or  the  general  assembly  of 
this  state,  concerning  trade,  take  manifests,  upon  oath,  of  all  cargoes 
exported  or  imported,  and  keep  fair  accounts  and  entries  thereof, 
give  bills  of  health  when  desired,  and  sign  certificates  that  the  re- 
quisites for  qualifying  vessels  to  trade  have  been  complied  with. 

[Sect.  2.]  And  the  fees  to  be  demanded  and  received  in  the  said 
office  shall  be  these  following,  and  no  greater ;  that  is  to  say,  — 

For  entering  every  ship  and  vessel  from  any  part  of  this        £.    s.     d. 
state,  two  shillings, [0     2     0] 

For  clearing  every  ship  and  vessel  to  any  part  of  this 

state,  1«vo  shillings, [0     2     0] 

For  entering  ever}^  ship  and  vessel  from  any  other  of 
the  United  States  upon  this  continent,  six  shil- 
lings,   ■    .         .[0     6     0] 


•  Signed  November  15,  according  to  the  record. 
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For  clearing  every  ship  and  vessel  to  any  of  the  United         £.    s.     d. 
States  upon  this  continent,  six  shillings,      .         .        [0     G     0] 

For  entering  every  ship  or  vessel  from  a  foreign  voy- 
age, six  shillings,         ......        [0     6     0] 

For  clearing  every  ship  or  vessel  for  a  foreign  voyage, 

six  shillings,        .  .  .         .  .         .         .[0     6     0] 

For  every  register,  six  shillings,  .  .         .  .[0     6     0] 

For  indorsing  every  register,  one  shilling,  and  for  re- 
cording the  same,  one  shilling  and  sixpence,         .        [0     2     6] 

For  every  bond,  two  shillings,    .         .         .         .         .[0     2     0] 

For  a  certificate  to  cancel  bond,  one  shilling,       .  .[0     10] 

For  a  bill  of  health,  two  shillings [0     2     0] 

For  every  permit  to  unload  from  any  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  or  from  a  foreign  port,  one 
shilling, [0     10] 

For  a  cocket,  three  shillings,      .         .         .•        .         .[0     3     0] 

For  every  let-pass,  eightpence,  .         .         .         .         .[0     0     8] 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  every  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  arrive  in  any  Toempowerthe 
harbo[M]r  or  place  within  this  state,  from  any  port  not  within  this  T^Io  vi^s'lTan d 
state,  shall,  before  breaking  bulk,  duly  enter  at  the  naval  office  at  or  cargo  tiuit  ehaii 
nearest  the  port  where  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  unlade,  upon  penalty  before  entry. 
of  forfeiting  such  part  of  her  cargo  as  shall  be  unladen  before  entry, 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  use  of  this  state  ;   and  any  naval  officer  of  this 
state  is  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  take   and  seize  such 
goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  unladen  before  entry  as  aforesaid, 
wheresoever  the  same  may  be  found. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted   by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  no  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  sail  out  of  No  vessel  to  b« 
any  port,  harbo[w]r  or  place  within  this  state,  and  to  proceed  to  sea,  depart  this  state 
without  having  first  duly  cleared  out  at  the  proper  naval  office,  and  ^gu°a"'jlear- 
obtained  a  certificate  thereof  from  the  naval  officer  in  the  port  where  ance. 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  or,  in  case  there  shall  be  no  naval  officer 
in  the  port  where  such  vessel  may  be,  from  the  naval  officer  nearest 
thereunto  ;  and  every  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  presume  and  attempt 
to  depart  from  any  port,  hai'bour,  or  place  within  this  state  without 
having  duly  cleared   out,    and   obtained  such   certificate   thereof   as 
aforesaid,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  with  her  cargo  and  appur- 
t[u][e] nances,  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  this  state. 

Provided,  always,  — 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  aicthority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  no  ship  or  vessel  employed  in  the  fishing  business.  Coasting 
or  in  carrying  wood  or  lumber  coastways,  shall  be  subjected  to  any  jested  to^ the ' 
of  the  aforesaid  regulations,  except  that  of  taking  out  a  register  ;  and  ;'^^'^7^^|^^g_ 
the  owner  or  master  of  all  such  ships  or  vessels  employed  as  afore- 
said, and  of  all  boats  and  lighters  above  the  burthen  of  ten  tons,  em-  coisters.  once  a 
ployed  in  transporting  goods,  shall  once  every  year  enter  into  good  year  to  give 
and  sufficient  bonds,  at  one  of  the  said  naval  offices,  to  the  treasurer  „avaio"fficer; 
or  receiver-general  of  this  state,  in  the  penal  sum  of  five  hundred  -penalty. 
pounds,  with  condition  to  observe,  keep  and  obey  all  acts  or  resolves, 
either  of  the  Continental  Congress  or  of  this  state,  respecting  trade 
and  navigation,  and  not  to  counteract  or  break  any  of  them.     And  the  Certificate, 
owners  or  master  of  all  such  ships,  vessels  or  boats,  shall  take  a  cer- 
tificate thereof  from  the  naval  ofllcer  who  shall  take  such  bond[s]  ; 
which  oflicer  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  for  such  bond 
and  certificate,  and  the  enU-y  tl.ereof,  twelve  shillings,  and  no  more  : 
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To  empower  the 
naval  officer  to 
prosecute  for 
the  same. 


Penalty. 


The  naval 
(ifflfir  empow- 
ered to  Bue  for 
the  same. 


Nit/al  officer  to 
give  lioiiil  to  the 
treasurer  of  this 
state. 


List  of  fees, 
where  posted 
up. 

renal ly  for  re- 
fusing to  clear. 


and  such  ship,  vessel  or  boat  the  owner  or  ma.ster  whereof  shall  not 
have  entered  into  such  bond,  and  taken  out  such  certificate  thereof, 
shall  be  forfeited  to  and  for  the  use  of  this  state ;  and  such  certifi- 
cate shall  be  deemed  a  full  sufferance  and  clearance  for  the  same 
vessel  or  boat  to  pass  and  repass  from  any  port,  hai'bo[M]r  or  place, 
to  any  other  harbo[tt]r  or  place  within  this  state,  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  date  of  the  bond  therein  referred  to,  and  no  longer. 
And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  6. J  That  the  naval  oflScer  within  whose  district  any  of- 
fences against  this  act  shall  be  committed,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  im- 
powered  to  prosecute  for  the  same,  in  case  it  be  for  the  forfeiture  of 
a  penal  sum,  by  action  of  debt,  in  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas, 
in  the  county  where  he  resides ;  and  if  for  a  forfeitui-e  of  goods  or 
vessel,  in  the  maritime  court  in  the  district  wherein  such  offence 
against  this  act  has  been  committed,  by  filing  a  libel  in  the  said  mari- 
time court,  the  justice  of  which  shall  be  tried  in  like  manner  and 
form  as  maritime  causes  are  triable  in  the  said  court ;  and  either 
party  shall  have  liberty  to  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  maritime 
court,  to  the  sup[erio]r  court  of  judicature,  &c.,  next  to  be  held 
within  the  district  of  the  same  maritime  court ;  and  all  maritime  causes 
entered  in  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  &c.,  shall,  if  continued 
therein,  be  continued  over  to  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  &c., 
next  to  be  held  within  the  district  of  the  maritime  court  wherein  such 
cause  was  first  tried  and  determin[e]'d  :  provided,  always,  that  in 
the  eastern  district  (in  which  there  are  but  two  superior  courts  held 
in  a  year,  and  those  within  fourteen  days  of  each  other)  the  said 
sup[erwjr  court  may,  for  a  more  speedy  determination  of  any  mari- 
time cause  there  ent[e]'red,  upon  the  agreement  of  the  parties,  or 
their  attorneys,  continue  the  same  to  any  other  session  of  the  said 
superior  court  within  this  state. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  7.]  That  if  any  master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
shall  fraud[a][?(]lently  exhibit  to  any  naval  officer  a  false  manifest  of 
any  inward  or  outward  bound  cargo,  or,  in  any  manifest  of  a  cargo 
that  he  shall  exhibit,  shall  knowingly  omit  any  part  of  the  same,  and 
being  convict  thereof,  in  any  court  of  record  within  the  county  where 
such  naval  office  is  kept,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  ; 
OHO  moiety  to  the  naval  officer,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  im- 
powered  to  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  this 
state,  with  full  costs  of  suit. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  8.]  That  every  person  who  shall  be  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed to  discharge  and  execute  the  duties  of  a  naval  officer  in  con- 
sequence of  this  act,  before  he  enter  upon  the  duties  thereof,  shall 
give  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  in  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  him,  and  also  [to']  take  the  oath  other  civil  officers  in  this  state 
are  by  law  obliged  to  take,  before  two  of  the  council,  or  such  other  as 
the  council,  by  dedimus,  shall  impower  to  administer  the  same. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  9.]  That  every  naval  officer  nominated  and  qualified  for 
discharging  the  duties  thereof,  shall  have  a  list  of  fees  hanging  up 
in  his  office,  upon  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds ;  and  any  person  em- 
ployed in  said  office  that  shall  demand  and  take  any  greater  fees  than 
by  this  act  is  allowed,  or  shall  illegally  delay  or  defer  the  entering  or 
clearing  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  such  officer,  so  offending,  shall  be 
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liable  to  double  costs  uad  damages,  being  thereof  duly  convicted  in 
any  court  of  record  within  this  state. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.   10.]     That  all  ports,  creeks  and  havens  within  this  state,  Ports,  creeks, 
at  which  no  naval  ofHcers  are  by  this  act  establish[e]'d,  shall  be  consid-  thereTl^nlTnavai 
erfeld  as  beloosring  to  the  nest  or  nearest  port  at  which  a  naval  officer,  how  to 
office  is  by  this  act  establish [e] 'd  ;  any  usage  or  custom  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.     [^Passed  November  20. 


CHAPTEE    23. 

AN  ACT  TO  CONFIRM  THE  TITLES  OF  BENJAMIN  TITCOMB  AND  DAVID 
RICHARDSON,  TO  A  CERTAIN  THIRTY-ACRE  LOT  OF  LAND  IN  PEAR- 
SONTOWN,  SO  CALLED,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  ORIGI- 
NALLY LAID  OUT  FOR  A  SCHOOL  LOT;  AND  TO  CONFIRM  TO  THE  IN- 
HABITANTS OF  SAID  PEARSONTOWN,  CERTAIN  OTHER  LANDS  VOTED 
AND  GRANTED  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  A  SCHOOL,  BY  THE  PROPRIE- 
TORS OF  SAID  TOWNSHIP,  IN  LIEU  OF  SAID  LOT,  AND  AS  AN  EQUIV- 
ALENT THEREFOR. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  court  that  the  proprietors  of  Pearson-  Preamble 
town,  so  called,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  were  under  a  necessity, 
in  the  infancy  of  the  settlement  of  that  township,  in  time  of  an  In- 
dian war,  and  as  the  only  means  to  prevent  the  breaking  up  the  set- 
tlement, to  take  up  a  certain  thirty-acre  lot  of  laud  there,  lying  near 
where  the  fort,  there,  formerly  stood,  and  near  where  the  meeting- 
house, there,  stands,  —  one  side  thereof  adjoining  the  north-east  side  of 
the  north-[we][ea]st  road  there,  another  side  adjoining  the  south- 
east side  of  the  north-[ea]  ['i"^]st  road,  another  side  adjoining  on  lot  No. 
38,  and  the  other  side  adjoining  on  lot  No.  122,  as  the  same  is  deline- 
ated on  the  plan  of  said  township  in  custody  of  the  proprietors'  clerk, 
(originally  laid  out  for  a  school  lot) ,  and  to  divide  it  into  five-acre  lots, 
to  accommodate  the  settlers  and  bring  them  near  together,  and  near  to 
said  fort ;  and  that  the  persons  placed  upon  those  lots,  by  their  labor 
and  industry,  in  danger  of  their  lives,  clear[e]'d  and  brought  the  same 
into  a  state  of  cultivation  and  improvement,  and,  apprehending  they 
had  thereby  acquired  an  equitable  title  thereto,  have  since  sold  and  dis- 
posed of  the  same,  and  that  now,  through  several  mean  conveyances, 
twenty  acres,  the  south-west  part  of  said  thirty-acre  lot,  are  claimed, 
by  purchase,  by  Benja[m/?i]  Titcomb  of  Falmouth,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  gentleman,  and  the  other  ten  acres  thereof,  by  David 
Richardson  of  said  Pearsontown,  yeoman  ;  and  lohereas  it  appears 
further,  that  the  proprietors  aforesaid,  at  a  legal  meeting  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  July,  A.D.  1776,  voted  and  granted  other  lands  for  tlie 
use  of  a  school ;  viz.,  three  thirty-acre  lots  there,  numbered,  on  said 
plan,  one  hundred  twenty-nine,  one  liuudred  [and]  thirty-four  and 
one  hundred  thirty-five  ;  a  strip  of  land  there,  containing  thirty  acres, 
more  or  less,  lying  between  the  hundred-acre  lot,  in  the  first  division 
of  hundred-acre  lots,  numbered  sevents'-one,  and  the  two  thirty-acre 
lots  numbered  one  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  one  hundred  and 
forty;  and  another  piece  of  land,  containing  lifty  acres,  more  or  less, 
bounded, south-westerly,  by  Saco  River  ;  north-easterly,  by  the  hundred- 
acre  lot,  in  the  first  division  of  hundred-acre  lots,  numbered  seventy- 
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Benjamin  Tit- 
comb's  title. 


nine  ;  south-easte?iy,  by  the  himdred-acre  lot  numbered  seventy-seven  ; 
and  nortli-westerly,  by  the  hundred-acre  lot  numbered  ninety-eight ; 
together  with,  and  in  addition  to,  the  thirty-acre  lot  numbered  thirty- 
seven,  granted  for  the  same  purpose,  March  31st,  1767,  in  lieu  of  said 
thirty  acres  originally  laid  out  for  a  school  lot  as  aforesaid,  and  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  same  ;  and  it  appearing,  also,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  said  township  are  fully  satisfied  and  contented  with  said  equivalent 
lands,  and  they,  together  with  said  proprietors,  having  requested 
that  the  same  may  be  confirmed  to  said  inhabitants,  forever,  for  the 
support  of  a  school,  agreeable  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
reservation  in  the  original  grant  of  the  township,  in  lieu  of  said  thirty 
acres  originally  laid  out  for  that  purpose  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  said 
Benjamin  Titcomb's  and  David  Richardson's  titles,  respectively,  to  the 
same  thirty  acres  be  confirmed  to  them, their  heirs  and  assigns, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  said  Benjamin  Titcomb's  title  to  said  twenty  acres,  part  of 
said  thirty-acre  lot  originally  laid  out  for  a  school  lot,  be  and  the 
same  hereby  is  established  and  conflrnied  to  him,  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs, forever  ;  and  that  he  and  they  be,  ?nd  they  hereby  are,  quieted  in 
the  peaceable  possession  thereof ;  and  that  said  David  Richardson's 
title  to  the  remainder  of  the  said  thirty  acres  be  and  the  same  hereby 
is  established  and  confirmed,  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever ; 
and  that  he  and  they  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  quieted  in  the  peaceable 
possession  thereof;  and  that  said  several  parcels  of  land,  granted  as 
an  equivalent  as  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  granted  and  con- 
firmed to  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  for  the  time  being,  forever, 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a  school  or  schools  there,  agreeable  to 
the  true  intern  and  meaning  of  the  reservation  in  the  original  grant 
of  said  township.     \_Passed  November  23. 


CHAPTER   24 


Money  bill. 


AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY   WITH  THE   SUM  OF    TWO   HUN- 
DRED THOUSAND  POUNDS. 


Preamble. 


Troasurer  di- 
rected to  issue 
notes. 


Form. 


AVhereas  it  is  necessary,  immediately,  to  make  provision  to  enable 
the  treasm-er  of  this  state  to  answer  the  dra[fj[«f//i]t  made  on  him  in 
favor  of  the  Hon[ora]ble  Board  of  War.  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  <iss€mbled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed,  on  the  credit  thereof,  to  issue  his  notes,  payable  in  three  years, 
to  draw  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  to  be  paid  annually  ;  the 
amount  of  said  notes  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  ;  and  that  no  note  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  than  ten  pounds  : 
and  that  said  notes  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following ;  v'lz^^^.,  — 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  dav  of  ,  177  . 

For  value  received,  for  the  use  of  the  state  of  the  Massachusetts  Ray,  I  do. 
in  behalf  of  said  state,  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  Id 
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the  office [r]  of  treasure!',  to  pay  to  the  possessor  of  this  note,  the  sum  of 
,  upon  the  day  of  ,  17     ,  with  interest  at  six 

per  cent  per  annual ;  the  interest  to  be  paid  annually. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A     R     ) 

r"  1)"'  C  Committee. 

—  which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  and  a  suitable  border 
I'ound  the  same ;  and  when  said  notes  are  issued,  a  counterpart,  in- 
dented, of  each  note,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.   2.]     That  Mr.  Henry  Hill,  and  David  Jeffries,  Esq'^"'^.,  be  a  Countersigners. 
committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  form  pre- 
scribed, before  the  same  are  filled  up  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  two  hun-  Tax  to  be  levied, 
dred  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within 
this  government,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportions  on 
the  several  towns  and  other  places  therein,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon 
and  ordered  by  the  general  court'or  assembly  at  their  session  in  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  to  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  March  then  next  after, 
and  to  be  applied  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  which  may  be  is- 
sued by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  general  courtshall  not,  some  time  before  the  if  no  tax  laid  by 
first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  lo  proceed!*"^ 
seventy-eight,  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums 
which  by  this  act  are  engaged  to  bo  paid  in  said  year,  then  and  in 
such  case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax 
to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  their  limits,  respectively, 
the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other  place  was 
taxed   by  the  general  court   in  tlie  tax  act  then  last  prece[e]ding. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  impowered  Treaeurerdu 
and  directed,  some  time  in  the  said  month  of  October,  in  said  year,  to  his  warrant^s, 
issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assess-  r''^"'rif'f„.„ 

'  .  1  .  .  assessments. 

ors  of  each  town  or  other  incorporated  place  within  tlus  state,  or  to 
some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  therein  as  are 
not  incorporated,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  pol[e][/]s  and  estates 
within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  respective  parts 
and  proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  as- 
sessed, to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  said  twentieth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine ;  and  the  as- 
sessors, as  also  all  persons  thereby  assessed,  shall  observe,  be  gov- 
erned by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have 
been  given  in  the  then  last  prece[e]ding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  the  treasurer  by  Notes,  how 
virtue  of' and  in  conformity  to  this  act,  shall,  by  him,  upon  his  receiv-  Boar^onvar* 
ing  a  warrant  from  the  council  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  be  delivered  to 
the  Hon[o/a]ble  Board  of  War,  or  their  order,  from  time  to  time,  and 
in  such  proportions  and  sums  as  said  board  may  draw  for.     IPassed 
December  2. 
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CHAPTER    25. 

AN  ACT  FOR  PREVENTING  THE  OPERATION  OF  AN  ACT  MADE  IN  THE 
YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEV- 
ENTY, ENTITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  THE  SEVERAL  LAWS 
NOW  IN  FORCE  WHICH  RELATE  TO  THE  LIMITATION  OF  PERSONAL 
ACTIONS,  AND  FOR  THE  LIMITATION  OF  PERSONAL  ACTIONS  FOR  THE 
FUTURE,  AND  FOR  AVOIDING  SUITS  AT  LAW." 


Preamble.  Whereas,  cousiclering  the  present  state  of  our  public  affairs,  the 

limitation  of  actions  anc?  suits,  according  to  the  provision  made  in  and 

1770-71,  chap.  9.  by  Said  act,  wou[Z]'d  be  the  means  of  much  injustice  to  many  persons 
now  employed  in  the  service  of  their  country,  necessarily  absent  from 
their  homes,  and  occasion  a  multiplicity  of  lawsuits,  contrary  to  the 
inclination  of  many  creditors,  who  won[Z]'d  thereby  be  compelled  to 
commence  and  prosecute  the  same  to  the  great  gr[ei][("e]vance  of 
many  good  people  of  this  state  ;  for  tlie  preventing  whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in   Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
.   That  the  operation  of  the  said  act  shall  be  stayed  and  suspended 

acruntiTtho  i'sT  until[Z]  the  first  day  of  December,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 

ber.m^!^^^""  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  that  any 
actions  or  suits  may  be  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  any  of  the 
courts  of  record,  or  before  any  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  within  this 
state,  during  that  term,  in  like  manner  and  form,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  they  might  have  been  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  case  the 
said  act,  or  any  of  the  acts  or  laws  relating  to  the  limitation  of  per- 
sonal actions  which  are  repealed  by  the  same  act,  had  never  been 
made.     \^Passed  December  3. 


To  suspend  the 
operation  of  this 


CHAPTER   26. 


AN  ACT  FOR  MAKING  AND  EMITTING  BILLS  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 


Preamble. 


Bills  of  several 
dfiiominationB 
to  bo  emitted. 


Whebeas  the  exigencies  of  this  state  require  a  new  emission  of 
bills  of  public  credit,  to  discharge  the  debts  thereof  which  have  or 
may  be  contracted,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  BejJJ'esentatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  there  be  forthwith  stamped,  on  coi)perplates,  a 
number  of  bills  of  credit,  of  this  state,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thou- 
sand and  thirty-four  pounds,  of  the  following  denominations  ;  viz., 
of  ten  shillings,  of  fourteen  shillings,  of  sixteen  shillings,  of  twenty- 
two  shillings,  of  twenty-eight  shillings,  of  thirty-six  shillings,  of  for- 
ty-two shillings,  and  of  forty-eight  shillings  ;  and  to  be  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  flft^'-five  bills  of  each  denomination  and  no  more  :  and  that 
they  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following ;  viz.,  — 
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^^^\,r  .l*^f?,"^ffa  P.,,  ?  ^        ^         November  17th,  177fi.         16  s. 

Massachusetts  bay.  ^ 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  liaicl,  by  the  treasure!*  of  this  state, 

sixteen  shilling's,  lawful  nion[^j]y,  by  the  7th  day  of  Dec[e?)i6e]r,  1781; 

which  bill  shall  bo  received  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  in  all  payments  at  the 

treasury,  and  in  all  other  payments.     By  order  of  the  general  assembly. 

i/?„  >  Committee.    ,/.„ 

16  s.  S  16  s. 


Form  of  the 

bills. 


—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  less  sum ;  aud  that,  on 
the  back  of  each  bill,  shall  be  stamped  the  value  of  such  bill,  its  date, 
and  the  figure  of  an  American,  with  a  sword  in  his  right  hand,  with 
the  following  inscription  suspended  therefrom;  viz.,  '•^  Ense  petit 
placidam  sub  liberate  gi«'[e]^fe?Ji;  "  and  from  his  left  hand,  IND.,  and 
round  the  figure  these  words,  "Issued  in  Defence  of  American 
Liberty." 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  said  bills  shall  be  paid  and  received  in  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  and  in  all  pajnnents  in  this  state,  for  the  sum  therein  ex- 
pressed,without  any  abatement  or  discount,  under  the  penalty  of  the 
forfeiture  of  treble  the  value  of  such  bill  or  bills  so  passed,  and  costs, 
to  be  paid  and  forfeited  by  the  receiver  ;  and  may  be  recovered  by 
action  of  debt,  complaint  or  indictment,  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the 
same,  in  the  county,  in  this  state,  where  the  offence  shall  be  com- 
mitted. 

Aiid  belt  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  this  Committee  to 
court,  to  authenticate,  by  numbering  and  signing,  said  bills.be,  and  they  gig",^  the  bufs. 
hereby  are,  directed  and  impower[e]'d  to  cause  said  bills,  of  the  several 
denominations  aforesaid,  to  be  authenticated  to  the  amount  of  said 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  aud  thirty-four  pounds,  and  no  more  ;  and 
to  deliver  the  same  to  the  treasurer  and  receiver-general  of  this  state, 
taking  his  receipt  for  the  same  ;  aud  the  said  committee  shall  be  under  to  be  sworn, 
oath  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  be 
rewarded  for  their  services  as  this  court  shall  determine. 

Ajid  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  ordered  and  im-  Treasurer  em- 
powered  to  issue  forth  and  emit  the  said  bills,  towards  payment  of  the  fgsue'^fortii'said 
debts  of  this  state,  of  grants  and  allowances  made,  or  that  may  here-  biua. 
after  be  made,  by  the  general  court,  for  the  defence  of  this  and  the 
other  states  of  America,  for  support  of  government  of  this  state,  and 
answering  all  other  incidental  or  contingent  charges  thereof,  accord- 
ing to  such  drafts  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  made  upon  him,  by 
warrant  or  order  of  the  council  in  pursuance  of  the  resolves  or  orders 
of  the  general  assembly. 

And  lohereas,  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  made  suitable 
provision  for  calling  in  and  sinking  said  emission  of  bills,  — 

Be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  twenty  Tax  to  be  levied 
thousand  and  thirty-four  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls,  aud  es-  l''^^'"^!,^ ^"J^ 
tates  both  real  and  personal,  within  this  state,  according  to  such  rules  calling  in  and 
and  proportions,  in  the   several  towns  and  other  places  within  this  p"-^'"'''  ® 
state,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  as- 
sembly at  their  session  in  May,  A.  D.  1780,  and  to  be  paid  into  the 
public  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  March  then  next  after. 


same. 
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Bills  of  credit  of 
the  United 
Btatea,  to  be 
received. 


Towns'  and 
other  places' 
apportionment 
or  the  tax. 


State  treasurer 
empowered  to 
issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the 
selectmen  in 
each  town,  to 
assess,  etc. 


Bills  to  be 
signed  by  any 
two  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Bills  emitted,  to 
be  received  in 
all  payments 
and  may  be 
pleaded  in  any 
action. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritjj  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  6.]     That  no  bills  of  credit  shall  be  received  in  payment  of 
the  tax  before  mentioned,  except  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States 
establish[e]'d  by  the  American  Congress  and  the  bills  of  this  govern- 
ment. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  7.]  That  if  the  general  court  or  assembly,  at  their  session 
in  May,  A.  D.  1780,  and  some  time  before  the  20th  day  of  September, 
in  that  year,  shall  not  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning 
the  sum  which  by  this  act  is  engaged  to  be,  in  that  year,  assessed  and 
levied,  that  then  and  in  that  case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this 
state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real 
and  personal,  within  their  limits,  the  same  proportion  of  that  sum  as 
such  town  or  other  place  was  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax 
act  then  last  preceeding. 

[Sect.  8.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  impowered 
and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  vSeptember,  in  the  last-men- 
tioned year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  se- 
lectmen or  assessors  of  each  town  within  this  state,  and  to  some  suit- 
able person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  as  are  not  incorporated, 
requu'ing  him  or  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and 
personal,  within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  re- 
spective parts  and  proportions  of  the  sum  before  directed  and  en- 
gaged to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  time 
before  mentioned ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  all  persons  assessed, 
shall  observe,  be  govern [e]'d  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules 
and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  preceding 
tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.    9.]     That  each  of  the  bills  emitted  by  this  act  shall  be 
signed  by  any  two  of  the  committee  aforemention[e]'d. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  the  several  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  this  act 
shall  be  received  in  all  payments  within  this  state,  and  a  tender  of  the 
same  may  be  pleaded,  and  have  the  same  effect,  in  any  action  which  is 
or  may  be  brought  for  the  recovery  of  any  money,  or  species  of  money, 
due  by  deed  or  simple  contract,  or  in  any  other  way  or  manner  what- 
ever, in  the  same  manner  as  a  tender  of  the  like  sum  in  silver  or  gold 
may  be  pleaded.     [^Passed  December  6. 


CHAPTER  27. 

AN  ACT  TO   SUPPLY  THE   TREASURY   WITH  THE   SUM   OF   TWO   HUN- 
DRED AND  SIX  THOUSAND  AND  FOUR  HUNDRED  POUNDS. 


I'reamble. 


"Whereas  it  is  necessary,  immediately,  to  make  provision  to  enable 
the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  answer  the  draughts  made  on  him  for  the 
payment  of  the  bounty-money  granted  by  the  general  court  of  this 
state  to  the  soldiers  rais[e]d  by  this  state  to  be  inlisted  into  the  Con- 
tinental service, — 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and   he  hereby  is,  Treasurer  cm- 
directed,  on  the  credit  thereof,  to  issue  his  notes,  payable  in  four  years,  hrsTo'^u^'oiIuTe 
to  draw  intere[s<*]  at  six  per  cent  per  annum,  to  be  "paid   annually,  a^f'^i'^^'^® 
the  amount  of  said  notes  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  tAVo  hundred  and  £2U6',400. 
six  thousand  and  four  hundred  pounds  ;  and  that  each  note  be  issued 
for  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  :  and  that  said  notes  be  of  the  tenor  and 
form  following  ;  viz.,  — 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  177  .  Form  of  the  note 

For  value  received,  for  the  use  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  I  do,  in  l^yen'^"^'^"" 
behalf  of  said  state,  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the 
office  of  treasurer,  to  pay  to  the  possessor  of  this  note,  the  sum  often  pounds, 
on  the  day  of  ,  17     ,  with  interest  at  six  por  c[e?z]t  per  an- 

num ;  the  interest  to  be  paid  annually. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G  Treasurei. 

Committee. 


A  B.,? 
C.  D.,  S 


—  which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  and  a  suitable  border 
round  the  same ;  and  when  said  notes  are  issued,  a  counterpart,  in- 
dented, of  each  note,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2.]  That  William  Cooper,  and  Nath[anie]l  App[e]l[e]tou  Committee  to' 
Esqrs.,  be  a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  gam"'.^'^*'^  *'*® 
form  prescribed,  before  the  same  are  filled  up  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enaxited, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  two  huu-  Tax  to  be  levied 
dred  and  six  thousand  and  four  hundred  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  ertauil^forlhe 
polls  and  estates  within  this  government,  according  to  such  rules,  and  redemption  of 

the  same 

in  such  proportions  on  the  several  towns  and  other  places  therein,  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  \_or*']  assem- 
bly at  their  session [s]  in  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-nine ;  and  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  May  then  next  after,  and  to  be  applied  \_for  i*]he  redemption  of 
the  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  it  is  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  general  court  shall  not,  some  time  before 
the  first  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the 
sums  which  by  this  act  are  engaged  to  be  paid  in  said  year,  then  and 
in  such  case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a 
tax  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  their  limits,  respec- 
tively, the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other 
place  was  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  pre- 
ce[e]diug. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  impowered  Treasurer  em- 
and  directed, some  time  in  the  said  mouth  of  November,  in  said  year,  i^suofonh'hia 
to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  warrants  to  the 

.  selectmen  of 

assessors  of  each  town  or  other  mcorporated  place  withm  this  state,  each  town  to 
or  to  some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  therein  ''^*''^*'  '^'°- 
as  are  not  incorporated,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls  and  estates 
within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  respective  parts 
and  proportions  of  the  sums  before  directe[(Z*]  and  engaged  to  be  as- 

*  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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sessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of 
May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  [aucZ  eightj/*]  ;  and  the  assessors, 
as  also  all  persons  thereby  assessed,  shall  observe,  be  govern [e]'d 
b3^  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  [^directions  as  s*]hall  have  been 
given  in  the  then  last  prece[e]ding  tax  act.     [Passed  December  6. 


CHAPTEK  28. 


AN  ACT  FOR  MAKING  AND  EMITTING  BILLS  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 


Preamble. 


Bills  of  several 
denominations 
to  be  emitted. 


Whereas  the  ex[e][t]genc[i]es  of  this  state  require  a  new  emis- 
sion of  bills  of  public  credit,  to  discharge  the  debts  thereof  which 
have  been  or  may  be  contracted,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  there  be  forthwith  stamped,  on  copperplates,  a 
number  of  bills  of  credit,of  this  state,  to  the  amount  of  seventy-five 
thousand  pounds,  and  no  more  :  s[ai]'d  bills  to  be  of  the  following  de- 
nominations ;  viz'^*^.,  of  twopence,  of  threepence,  of  fourpence,  of 
sixpence,  of  eightpence,  of  uinepence,  of  one  shilling,  of  one  shil- 
[lin*^g  and  sixpence,  of  two  shillings,  of  three  shillings,  of  four 
shillings,  of  four  shillings  and  sixpence,  of  six  shillings,  of  twelve 
shillings,  of  eighteen  shillings,  of  twenty-f  [o«*]r  shillings,  of  thirty 
shillings,  of  thirty-six  shillings,  of  forty-two  shillings,  of  forty-eight 
shillings,  of  fifty-four  shillings,  of  sixty  shillings,  of  sixty-six  shil- 
lings, and  of  seventy-two  shillings  ;  and  that  there  be  stamped  three 
thousand  bills  of  each  denomination,  from  six  shillings  to  seventy- 
two  shillings,  inclusively,  and  no  more  :  which  bills  shall  be  of  the 
tenor  and  form  following ;  vizi^'^.,  — 


Form  of  the 
3iUs. 


bll 

.2 


60s. 


60s. 


No 

Massachusetts  State. 

TEN  DOLLARS. 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  sixty  shillings,  L.  M.,  out  of 

the  treasury  of  this  state,  by  the  18th  of  Octo[6t;]  r,  1784 ;  and  shall 

be  received  for  that  sum  in  all  payments,  by  order  of  the  great  and 

gen  [era]  1  coiu-t  or  assembly  of  s[at]'d  state  Octo[6t.']  r,  181^"^^,  1776. 

>  Co[m]  [m?7i]ittee. 

60  s.  60  s. 


2? 

B." 


Cf<5 


—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  less  sura  ;  and  that  there 
be  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-three  bills  of  each  of  the 
lower  denominations  ;  vizi^'^,  from  twopence  to  four  shillings  and  six- 
pence, inclusively,  which  bills  shall  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  follow- 
ing ;  viz"^". ,  — 

*  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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12  d.  12  d. 

Massachusetts  State. 

No.  (        )  TWELVE  PENCE.      Oct[o]CrJ  jgLth],  1776. 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  twelve  pence,  L  M.,  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  state,  by  the  IS""  of  Octo[6c]r,  1784;  and  shall 
be  receiv[e]'d  for  that  sum  in  all  payments  agreeable  to  an  act  of 
s[a«!]d  state. 

>  Co[ia]  [mm]ittee. 

12  d.  '  12  d. 


Form  of  the 
lower  denomi- 
nation of  bills. 


^ 


—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  sfreater  or  less  sum. 

[Sect.  2.]     And  that  there  be  stamped  on  each  bill,  a  handsome  Device  on  the 
border,  and  the  value  of  the  bill  expressed  thereon  in  several  places,  ^^''^'^of^'iebiii 
and  that  on  the  back  of   each  bill  be  printed  its  value,  with  suitable 
ornaments  printed  on  t[i][?/]pe  met[t]al. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.1     That  the  said  bills  shall  be  paid,  taken  andreceivfeTd  Said  bins  to  be 

I-   —I         rpcoivcti  into 

at  the  public  treasury  of  this  state,  and  in  all  other  payments  what-  the  public 
soever,  in  this  state,  at  the  rates  expressed  in  said  bills,  without  abate-  i'!f "®',""^ '^'"\' 

T  1  If  r    TTTTi  1  /<      1        out  abiitement 

ment  or  discount,  under  the  penalty  of  tre[pJ[ojle  the  value  of  the  or  discount. 
bill  or  bills  so  passed, and  costs,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid  by  the  re- 
ceiver ;  and  may  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  complaint  or  indict- 
ment, in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  and  a  tender  of  said  bills 
may  be  pleaded,  and  have  the  same  effect,  in  any  action  which  may  be 
brought  for  the  recovery  of  any  debt  whatsoever,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  tender  of  a  like  sum  in  gold  or  silver. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  each  of  the  s[o.i]'d  bills,  from   six  shillings   to  Biiiafromsix  to 
seventy-two   shillings  inclusively,  shall  be  signed  by  any  two  of  the  ehlnhi'ga^^^be 
committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  to  number  and  sign  all  the  bills  signed  bV  any 
of  this  emission  ;   and  that  the  bills  from  twopence  to  four  shillings  mittee.      '^"™' 
and  sixpence  inclusively,  shall  be  signed   by  one  of  said  committee.  Bills  from  two 
and  that  the  said  committee  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  de-  and^slxpence^to 
liver  the  bills,  when  numbered  and  signed  as  aforesaid,  to  the  treas-  be  signed  by  one 
urer  of  this  state,  to  the  amount  of  seventy-five  thousand  pounds,  and  mittee. 
no  more  ;  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same,  and  lodge  s[a?']'d  receipt 
in  the  secretary's  office  ;  and  that  s[  a/J'd  co[in]  [mm]ittee  be  allowed 
a  reasonable  sum  for  their  services. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
ordered  to  emit  and  issue  forth  s[aij'd  bills  toward  payment  of  the 
debts  due  from  this  state  according  to  the  laws,  resolves  and  orders  of 
the  general  assembly. 

And  ichereas  it  is  necessary  that  a  suitable  provision  should  be 
made  for  calling  in  and  sinking  s[a;']'d  emission  of  bills,  — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afo7-es\^ai]d, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  seventy-  Tax  of  £75,000 
five  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  pons,ancf^°° 
personal,  within  th'is  state,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  estates  both  real 
great  and  general  court  or  assembW  at   their  session  in  May,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  to  be  paid  into  the 
public  treasury  some  time  before  the  last  day  of  March  then  next  after. 

Aiid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  if  the  general  assembly,  at  their  session  in  May,  Towns- and  ^ 
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api)ortionment 
of  the  tax. 


Treasurer  em- 
powered to 
issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the 
selecttuen  of 
each  town. 


one  thousand  seven  hundred  an[d]  eighty-three,  or  some  time  before 
the  twentieth  day  of  Sept[em&e]r,  in  that  year,  shall  not  agree  and 
conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sum  which  by  this  act  is  en- 
gaged to  be,  in  that  year,  assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and  in  that 
case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be 
levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  their  re- 
spective limits,  the  same  proportion  of  that  sum  as  such  town  or  other 
place  was  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  pre- 
ceeding. 

[Sect.  8.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  em- 
powered and  directed,  some  time  in  the  mouth  of  September,  in  the 
last-mentioned  3''ear,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to 
the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  within  this  state,  and  to  some 
suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  as  are  not  incorpo- 
rated, requiring  him  or  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real 
and  personal,  within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their 
respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sum  before  directed  and  en- 
gaged to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  time  before 
mentioned ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  the  persons  assessed,  shall 
observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions 
as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  preceeding  tax  act.  [Passed 
December  7. 


CHAPTER    29. 


AN  ACT  FOE,  PREVENTING  OR  PUNISHING  CRIMES  THAT  MAY  BE  COM- 
MITTED  AGAINST  THE  PUBLIC  SAFETY,  BELOJV  THE  DEGREE  OF 
TREASON  AND  MISPRISION  OF  TREASON.     ■ 


Preamlle. 


Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies  of  America,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  inhabitants  thereof  from  that  ruin  and  misery  to 
which  they  were  destined  by  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, did,  upon  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  declare  the  said  colonies  to  be  free  states,  independent  of 
all  people  and  nations  ;  and  whereas,  some  evil-minded  persons  within 
this  state,  have,  at  divers  times,  by  words  and  actions,  endeavoured  to 
discourage  the  people  thereof  from  supporting  said  declaration,  as 
also  in  their  opposition  to  those  acts  and  measures  of  the  king  and 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  which  induced  the  Congress  to  make 
such  declaration,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  if  an}'  person  shall  make  use  of  any  expressions, 
in  preaching  or  praying,  or  in  public  or  private  discourse  or  conversa- 
tion, with  an  apparent  design  to  discourage  the  people  of  this  state, 
raeasureTtaken  or  any  of  them,  from  supporting  said  declaration,  or  that  shall  by 
par*i!rm^Jnt^oT  words  or  actious,  directly  or  indirectly,  endeavour  to  support  or  justify 
Great  Britain,  the  measures  taken  by  the  king  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
against  the  American  States,  or  shall  dissuade  the  people  of  this  state, 
or  any  of  them,  from  supporting  their  opposition  to  s[ai]'d  measures, 
or  shall  endeavour,  by  any  wa^^s  or  means,  to  prevent  the  Continental 
Array  from  being  raised,  or  the  Continental  Navy  f  i-om  being  manned, 


All  persons,  in 
preaching  or 
pr:i\  inij,  not  lo 
support  or 
justify  the 
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or,  with  an  evident  design  to  prevent  the  raising  said  army  or  man- 
ning said  navy,  shall  dissuade  or  endeavour  to  prevent  any  person  or 
persons  from  inlisting  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  Stp.tes,  or 
either  of  them,  or  shall  use  any  means  to  hurt  or  d[i]  [ejstroy  the  credit 
of  the  public  hills  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  of  this  stfite ; 
each  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  pay  a  fine.  Penalty  on  con. 
to  the  use  of  the  town  or  plantation  where  such  offence  is  committed,  ^"^'^'°°- 
not  exceed  [y]  p??/^]  fifty  pounds,  nor  less  than  twenty  shillings,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court  before  whom[e]  the  conviction  shall  be,  and 
shall  recognize  for  his  good  behaviour,  as  such  court  shall  order,  and 
stand  committed  until  [1]  sentence  be  performed. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  any  justice  of  the  peace,  upon  complaint  made  to  Justices  to  order 
him  of  such  offence,  and  finding  presumptive  evidence  that  the  same  sur'iluJs^or'com! 
is  true,  shall  order  such  offender  to  find  sur[i][(?]ties  for  his  appear-  mitthem  tojaii. 
ance  at  the  next  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  in 
the  county  where  such  offence  is  committed,  and,  in  default  thereof,  to 
commit  such  offender  to  the  common  goal ;  and  all  sheriffs,  constables, 
grand  jurors  and  tythingmen  are  directed  and  enjoined  to  make  pre- 
sentment and  complaint  of  all  such  offences  as  shall  come  to  their 
knowledge,  respectively.     [^Passed  February  4,  1777. 


CHAPTEK  30. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR  REGULAT- 
ING OF  TOWNSHIPS,  CHOICE  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS,  AND  SETTING 
FORTH  THEIR  POWER." 

Whereas  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  major  part  of  the  select-  Preamble. 

,  T  ^^  4.      c  4.  1  i-ii  1692-93,  chap.  2S. 

men  m  some  towns  do  remove  out  of  town,  or  are  absent  in  the  ser-  '■ 

vice  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  either  of  them  go  beyond 
sea,  in  which  cases  no  persons  have  legal  authority,  in  such  towns,  to 
call  town  meetings,  or  transact  such  business  as  selectmen  are  by  law 
authori[z][s]ed  to  transact;  and  such  selectmen  being  also  fre- 
quentl}'  assessors,  town  treasurer,  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  the  nec- 
essary business  of  such  towns  are  greatly  embarrassed  ;  for  remedy 
whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Genend 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  when  it  shall  happen,  from  either  of  the  causes  Selectmen  em- 
aforesaid,  that  the  major  part  of  the  selectmen  of  any  town  are  ab-  Joxv^Mneetl'ngg'; 
sent  from  such  town,  such  selectman  or  selectmen  as  may  be  resident  or,  inhere  be 
in  such  town,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  or  the  town  clerk,  if  there  be  the  town  clerk. 
no  selectman  in  such  town,  are  hereby  authori[z][s]ed  and  empow- 
ered to  call  a  town  meeting,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  supplying  such 
vacancy,  at  any  time  in  the  year ;  and  such  i)erson  or  persons  shall 
have  the  same  power  and  authority  in  the  several  offices  of  selectmen, 
town  treasurers,  assessors,  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  as  if  such  person 
or  persons  had  been  chosen  to  such  office,  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
the  month  of  Marcli,  next  preceeding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  any  other  town  officer  shall  be  absent  in  the  Town  officers 
service  of  the  States  of  America,  or  either  of  them,  or  gone  beyond  lhi"nhabitanL8 
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of  any  town 
empowered  to 
choose  some 
person  In  their 
room. 
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sea,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  town,  at  such 
meeting  as  is  before  provided  for,  to  choose  some  other  person  to  serve 
in  tlie  room  of  such  officers  so  absent ;  and  the  i)erson  or  persons  so 
cliosen  in  any  office,  at  such  meeting,  shall  have  all  the  powers  and 
authority  incident  to  the  office  or  offices  to  which  they  shall  be  chosen, 
until[l]  the  next  annual  meeting,  in  March,  any  law  or  custom  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.     [Passed  February  4,  1777. 


CHAPTEK     31. 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  ARRESTING  SOLDIERS  FOR  SMALL  DEBTS, 
WHO  HAVE  INLISTED  OR  SHALL  INLIST  INTO  THE  CONTINENTAL 
ARMY.  I 


Preamble. 


No  soldier  to  be 
iiiTL-Mtcd  unless 
he  is  indebted 
£10  10.'*.  more 
than  all  dis- 


Any  soldier 
arrested  con- 
trary to  this  act 
it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  justice 
to  discharge 
l<in. 


Whereas  it  is  apprehended  that  divers  persons,  either  from  inat- 
tention to  the  public  good,  or  from  a  spirit  inimical  to  the  liberties  of 
America,  will  arrest  and  imprison,  for  trifling  debts,  many  soldiers 
who  have  inlisted,  or  are  willing  to  inlist,  into  the  Continental  Army, 
which  may  greatly  retard  the  business  of  raising  the  said  Continental 
Army,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Coxmcil  and  House  of  Rpjyresentativfs 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  no  soldier  who  has  inlisted,  or  shall  inlist,  into  the 
Continental  Army,  shall  be  arrested  at  the  suit  of  any  creditor,  from 
and  after  the  seventh  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  <jur  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  unless  the  said  creditor 
make  oath  before  some  magistrate,  that  the  said  soldier  is  justly  in- 
debted to  him  in  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  ten  shillings  more  than  all 
discounts  ;  and  that  the  estate  of  no  such  soldier  be  liable  to  attach- 
ment at  the  suit  of,  or  for  the  benefit  of,  all  his  creditors,  unless  their 
debts,  in  the  whole,  on  being  ascertained  by  their  oaths  before  such 
magistrate,  shall  amount  to  more  than  forty-five  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  when  any  soldier  shall  be  arrested  contrary  to 
the  intent  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful[l]  for  any  justice  of 
the  peace  within  this  state,  upon  complaint  thereof  made  by  the  party 
himself,  or  by  any  his  superio[u]r  officers,  to  examine  into  the  same 
by  the  oath  of  the  parties,  or  otherwise,  and  upon  clue  proof  made 
before  him,  that  i5uch  soldier,  so  arrested,  was  legally  inlisted  as  a 
soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  arrested  contrary  to 
the  intent  of  this  act,  he  shall  forthwith  discharge  such  soldier,  so  in- 
listed,  by  warrant,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  without  paying  any  fees  ; 
and  the  plaintiff  or  pla[i]ntiffs  in  any  such  civil  suit  or  process,  shall 
be  at  the  whole  cost  and  expence  of  every  such  suit  or  process 
brought  against  any  inlisted  soldier  contrary  to  the  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act :  provided,  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to 
prohibit  the  collectors  of  taxes  from  collecting  such  taxes  as  are  or 
may  be  due  from  soldiers  so  inlisted.     [Passed  February  7,  1777. 
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CHAPTER    32. 

AN  ACT  AGAINST  TREASON  AND  MISPRISION  OF  TREASON,  AND  FOR 
REGULATING  TRIALS  IN  SUCH  CASES,  AND  FOR  DIRECTING  THE 
MODE  OF  EXECUTING  JUDGMENTS  AGAINST  PERSONS  ATTAINTED 
OF  FELONY. 

*   Be  it  enacted  and  declared  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in.  General  C  mrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  L]     That  all  persons  abiding  within  this  state  and  deriving  Whonreihe 
pi'otection  from  the  hxws  of  the  same,  owe  allegiance  to  this  state,  and  aUeg'iancer"'^ 
arc  members  thereof ;  and  that  all  yiersons  passing  through,  visiting  ^  M;as8.,  36o. 
or  making  a  temporary  stay  in  this  state,  being  intitled  to  and  actu- 
ually  receiving  the  protection  of  the  laws,  during  the  time  of  such  visi- 
tation or  temporary  stay,  owe,  during  the  same  time,  allegiance  to  this 
state. 

t  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  all  persons,  members  of   or  owing  allegiance  to  All  persons  bo 
this  state,  as  before  described,  who  shall,  within  or  wi[r/*|]out  the  lim-  gilncl.'that 
its  of  this  state,  levy  war,  or  conspire  to  levy  war,  asjainst  this  state  or  *'^^!'  •'■v:;' war 

'•^  t  .,'  T      a  ,,..  agjuust  this 

against  any  other  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  shall,  withm  or  state,  and  be 
yvithout  the  limits  of  this  state,  be  adherent  to  the  enemies  of  this  suffer  death!*" 
state  or  of  any  other  of  the  said  United  States,  giving  to  them  aid 
and  comfort  within  or  without  the  limits  of  this  state,  and  thereof  be 
proveably  attainted  of  open  deed,  by  the  people  of  their  condition, 
such  persons  shall  be  taken,  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  treason 
against  this  state,  and  shall  suffer  the  pains  of  death,  without  the  bene- 
fit of  clergy. 

II  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  all  persons  owing  allegiance  to  any  other  of  the  Aii  persons 
said  United  States,  who  shall,  within  this  state,  levy  war  or  conspire  tfT^ny  oihlr*of^ 
to  lew  war  ao-ainst  this  or  any  other  of  the  said  United  States,  or  be  the  united 

*•  ~  »/  '  Slates,  and 

adherent  to  the  enemies  of  this  or  of  any  other  of  the   said  United  shall,  within tiiis 
States,  giving  to  them  aid  and  comfort  within  this  state,  and  thereof  t^evy  w'arl'be 
be  proveably  attainted  of  open  deed,  by  the  people  of  their  condition,  deemed  guilty  of 
such  persons  shall  be  taken,  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  treason 
against  this  state,  and  shall  suffer  as  is  aforementioned. 

^  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.  J     That  concealment  or  keeping  secret,  of  any  treason,  be  Concealment  of 
deemed  and  taken  only  misprision  of  treason,  and  the  offender  there-  offender  t'o'for.'^ 
in  sliall  forfeit,  to  the  use  of  this  state,  all  his  goods  and  chatties,  and  f'''V' '[^'iff'^g-'^''' 
the  profits  of  his  lands  during  his  life,  and  shall  and  may  be  impris-  imprisonnient. 
oned  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  years,  nor  exceeding  five  years,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  he  shall  be  convicted. 

**  Atid  be  it  further  enacted  by  (he  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  any  person  who  shall  know  of  any  treason  to  be  Any  person 
committed  (and  i[sj]  no  party  or  cousenter  to  it)  and  shall  not,  within  ^f  a",y  uvuHun^ 
a  reasonable  time,  sjive  information  thereof ,  uijon  oath,  to  one  of  the  committed,  atid 

])ot  ffive  ill- 

justices  of  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  gen-  formation,  »h:iii 
eral  goal  delivery,  or  some  justice  of  the  peace,  within  this  state,  to  the  priHim'i'of"'^"'''' 

treason. 

*    ^1.  The   f5ecti()ns  in  the  enj^rossment  are  referred  to  in  tlie  inarf»in.    They  were 
marked  at  the  beginning  of  the  enacting  cJiuises,  and  do  not  always  corresiiond  with  the 
division  made  in  this  edition,  and  were  wiioliy  oinitted  in  the  original  impression. 
t  $  2.  +  Engrossment  mutilated.  11  6  3. 

t  H.  **  }  5. 
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end  the  offender  or  offenders  therein  may  be  apprehended  and  be 
amesnable  to  justice,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  guilcy  of  mis- 
prision of  treason,  or  concealment  of  treason. 

*  And  be  it  farther  enacted  h>]  the  authjriti/  aforesaid, 
Superior  court         [Sect.  6.]     That  all  manner  of  offeueos  made  and  declared  by  this 
zanc^Jof^au"'      act,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  made  and  declared  by  any  the    laws 
offences  against  .^y^^i  statutes  of  this  statc,  to  bc  trcason,  misi^risiou  of  treason,  or  con- 
cealment  of   treason,  which  shall  hereafter  be  done,   perpetrated  or 
committed  by  any  person  or  persons  witliout  the  limits  of  this  state, 
shall  be  enquir[e]'d  of,  heard  and  determin[ft]'d  before  the  justices  of 
the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  de- 
livery, within  such  county  as  the  supreme  executive  authority  of  this 
state  shall  order  and  direct,  by  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  same  coun- 
ty, in  like  manner  and  form,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  such 
treasons,  misprision  of  treasons  or  concealment  of  treason  had  been 
done,  perpetrated  and  committed  within  the  same  county, 
t  And  he  it  farther  enacted  by  'he  authority  afore.'iaid, 
Persons  indicted       [Sect.  7.]     That  any  pcrsou  or  persons,  being  indicted  for  any  the 
lawcd.'*  ""'^"        treasons  or  misprisions  of  the  treasons  aforesaid,  may  be  outlawed, 
and  thereby  attainted  of  or  for  any  of  the  said  offences  of  treason  or 
misprision  of  treason  ;  and  that  all  process  of  outlawry  hereafter  to 
be  made  and  had  within  this  state,  against  any  offenders,  in  treason  or 
misprision  of  treason,  being  resiant  or  inhabitant  out  of  the  limits  of 
this  state  at  the  time  of  the  outlawry  pronounced  against  them,  shall 
be  as  good  and  effectual  in  the  law,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if 
any  such  offenders  had  been  resident  and  dwelling  within  the  state  at 
the  time  of  such  process  awarded,  and  outlawry  pronounced. 
Provided,  always,  — 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Personsout-  [Sect.  8.]     That  if  the  party  so  hereafter  to  be  outlawed  shall, 

theysurren^der,  withlu  onc  year  ncxt  after  the  said  outlawry  pronounced,  or  judgment 
tet'thlfch'ie/'^*'^'  g'^'*^^  upou  the  Said  outlawry,  yield  himself  unto  the  chief  justice  of 
justice,  and  th[is]Le]  statc,  for  the  time  being,  and  offer  to  traverse  the  indictment 
dictment^may  whcreupou  the  Said  Outlawry  shall  be  pronounced,  as  is  aforesaid,  that 
be  tried.  then  he  shall  be  receiv[e]'d  to  the  said  traverse,  and,  being  thereupon 

found  not  guilty,  by  the  verdict  of  twelve  good  and  lawful  men,  he 
shall  be  clearly  acquitted  and  discharged  of  the  said  outlawry,  and  of 
all  penalties  and  forfeitures  by  reason  of  the  same,  in  as  large  and 
ample  manner  and  form  as  though  no  such  outlawry  had  been  made  ; 
and  where,  after  such  outlawry,  the  party  outlawed  shall  come  in  and 
be  tried  as  aforesaid,  he  shall,  upon  such  tr[y][/]al,  have  the  full  ben- 
efit of  this  act. 

X  And  be  it  further  enacted  h'l  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Forfeiture  upon  [Sect.  9.]  That  every  offender  and  offenders,  being  hereafter  law- 
treason.""  °^  fully  convict  of  any  manner  of  treasons,  by  process  of  outlawry,  ac- 
cording to  the  due  course  of  law,  shall  lose  and  forfeit,  to  the  use  of 
this  state,  all  goods  and  chatties  which  he  shall  be  possessed  of  at  the 
time  of  such  conviction,  and  all  lauds,  tenements  and  hereditaments 
which  any  such  offender  or .  offenders  shall  have,  of  any  estate  of  in- 
heritance, in  use  or  possession,  by  any  right,  title  or  means,  within  this 
state  or  elsewhere,  at  the  time  of  any  such  treason  committed,  or  any 
time  after :  saving  to  every  person  and  persons,  their  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors (other  than  the  offenders  in  any  treasons,  their  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors and  such  person  and  persons  as  claim  to  any  theu*  uses) ,  all 
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such  rights,  titles,  interests,  possessions,  leases,  rents,  offices  and 
other  profits  which  they  shall  have  at  the  day  of  committing  such 
treasons,  or  at  any  time  afore,  in  as  large  and  ample  manner  as  if 
this  act  had  never  been  made. 

Whei'eas  nothing  is  more  just  and  reasonable  than  that  persons 
prosecuted  for  treason,  and  misprision  of  treason,  whereby  their  liber- 
ties, lives,  honor  and  estates  may  be  lost  and  taken  away,  should  be 
justly  and  equally  tried,  and  that  persons  accused  as  offenders  therein 
should  not  be  debarred  of  all  just  and  equal  means  for  defence  of 
then-  innocency  in  such  cases  ;  in  order  thereunto,  and  for  the  better 
regulation  of  trials  of  persons  prosecuted  for  treason  and  misprision 
of  treason,  — 

*  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.   10.]     That  all  and  every  person  and  persons,   whatsoever,  Persons  m- 
that  shall  be  accused  and  indicted  for  treason,  or  for  misprision  of  fop''''o/the^n*  * 
treason,  shall  have  a  true  copy  of  the  whole  indictment  deliver[e]'d  dictnient  before 
unto  them,  or  any  of  them,  two  full  days,  at  the  least,  before  he  or  they  answer^'ifereto. 
shall  be  arraigned  for  the  same,  whereby  to  enable  them  and  any  of 
them,  respectively,  to  advise  with  council  thereupon,  to  plead  and 
make  their  defence,  —  his  or  their  attorney  or  attornies,  agent  or  agents 
or  any  of  them  requiring  the  same,  and  paying  the  officer  his  reasona- 
ble fees  for  writing  thereof,  not  exceeding  six  shillings  for  the  copy  of 
every  such  indictment;  and  that  every  such  person,  so  accused  and  CounBei allowed 
indicted,  arraigned,  or  tried,  for  any  treason,  as  aforesaid,  or  for  mis-  *°P"80Qer8. 
prision  of  treason,  shall  be  received  and  admitted  to  make  his  and 
their  full  defence,  by  counsel  learned  in  the  law,  and  to  make  any 
proof  that  he  or  they  can  produce,  by  lawful  witness  or  witnesses,  who 
shall  then  be  upon  oath  for  his  and  their  just  defence  in  that  behalf ; 
and  in  case  any  person  or  persons  so  accused  and  indicted  shall  de- 
sire counsel,  the  court  before  whom  such  person  or  persons  shall  be 
tried,  or  some  judge  of  that  court,  shall  and  is  hereby  authorised  and 
required,  immediately,  upon  his  or  their  request,  to  assign  to  such  per- 
son or  persons  such  and  so  many  counsel,  not  exceeding  two,  as  the 
person  or  persons  shall  desire,  to  whom  such  counsel  shall  have  free 
access  at  all  seasonable  hours. 

t  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  11.]     That  no  person  or  persons,  whatsoever,  shall  be  in-  TwowitnesBes 
dieted,  tried,  or  [at]tainted  of  treason,  or  of  misprision  of  treason,  convicticui'"  * 
but  by  and  upon   the  oaths   and  testimony  of  two  lawful  witnesses,  unless,  etc', 
either  both  of  them  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  one  of  them  to  one,  and 
the  other  of  them  to  another,  overt  act,  of  the  same  species  of  treason, 
unless  the  party  indicted  and  arraigned,  or  tried,  shall  willingly,  with- 
out violence,  in  open  coui't,  confess  the  same. 

I   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  12.]  That  if  any  person  indicted  for  treason  or  misprision  How  mute  per 
of  treason,  and  being  arraigned  thereupon,  shall  stand  mute,  a  jury  jeau'wuh! ''^ 
shall  forthwith  be  impannel[?]ed  and  sworn  to  try  and  say  whether 
the  person  so  standing  mute  standeth  mute  by  the  providence  and 
act  of  God,  or  fraudulently,  wilf  ul[l]y  and  obstinately  ;  and  if  they 
shall  return  their  verdict  that  he  standeth  mute  by  the  providence  and 
act  of  God,  the  court  shall  thereupon  cause  him  to  be  i-emanded  to 
prison,  and  shall  not  proceed  against  him  until  he  shall  have  recov- 
ered therefrom ;  but  if  the  jary  shall  return  their  verdict  that  the 
prisoner  so   standing  mute,  standeth  mute  fraudulently,  wil[Z] fully 

*  }  6.  t  §  10.  t  §  11. 


618 


Province  Laws.  — 1776-77.  [Chap.  32.] 

[revolutionary  period  —  "STATE."] 


Prisoners  plead- 
ing to  an  indict- 
ment may  chal- 
lenge twenty 
jurors  peremp- 
torily. 


Attorney-gen- 
eral may  not 
peremptorily 
challenge  any 
jurors. 


One  witness  to 
one  overt  act, 
and  another  to  a 
second  act,  not 
two  witnesses  in 
this  act  in- 
tended. 


No  evidence  to 
be  offered  to  a 
fact  not  charged 
in  the  indict- 
ment. 

Prisoners  to 
have  a  list  of  the 
jurors  two  days 
before  trial,  and 
to  have  proofs  to 
compel  wit- 
neasi^s  to  appear 
for  them. 


No  indictment 
to  be  quashed 
for  false  gram- 
mar, etc  ,  unless 
exception  is 
seasonably 
taken. 
109  Ma88.,  327. 


and  obstinately,  then  the  court  shall  cause  to  be  entered  upon  the  in- 
dictment against  the  prisoner  the  plea  of  not  guilty,  and  shall  pro- 
ceed upon  his  trial  in  like  manner,  in  all  respects,  as  if  the  prisoner 
had  voluntarily  pleaded  the  same  plea  thereto,  and  put  himself  upon 
God  and  the  country,  for  his  trial,  except  that  the  prisoner  shall  not 
be  admitted  to  make  any  challenges  to  the  jurors. 

*  And  be  it  farther'  enacted  by  the  auth,orlty  aforesaid^ 
■[Sect.  13.]  That  every  person  indicted  for  ti'eason,  or  misprision  of 
treason,  who  shall  have  voluntarily  and  du[e]ly  pleaded  to  such  in- 
dictment, and  put  himself  upon  God  and  the  country,  for  trial,  shall 
be  admitted  peremptorily  to  challenge  twenty  of  the  jury  and  no  more  ; 
and  if  any  person  indicted  as  aforesaid,  after  having  voluntarily 
pleaded  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  to  put  himself  upon  God  and  the 
country,  for  trial,  or  shall  peremptorily  challenge  a  greater  number  of 
the  jury  than  twenty,  the  court  shall  disallow  of  all  such  challenges, 
over  and  above  the  said  number  of  twenty  ;  and  the  jury  shall  be 
charged,  and  the  trial  shall  proceed,  in  like  manner,  in  all  respects, 
and  the  like  judg[e]inent  shall  be  given,  as  would  and  ought  to  have  been 
had  and  given  if  the  person  so  indicted  as  aforesaid,  and  having 
pleaded  as  aforesaid,  had  duly  put  himself  upon  God  and  the  country, 
for  his  trial,  and  had  not  peremptorily  challenged  a  greater  number  of 
the  jury  than  in  and  by  this  act  he  is  admitted  to  challenge, 
t  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  14.]  That  the  attorney-general,  or  any  other  person  prose- 
cuting for  and  in  behalf  of  this  state,  shall  not  be  admitted,  in  any 
case  whatever,  peremptorily  to  challenge  any  juror  about  to  be  im- 
pannell[e]'d  for  the  trial  of  any  criminal  accusation  or  charge. 
J  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  15.]  That  if  two  or  more  distinct  treasons,  of  divers  heads 
or  kinds,  shall  be  alledged  in  one  bill  of  indictment,  one  witness  pro- 
duced to  prove  one  of  the  said  treasons,  and  another  witness  pro- 
duced to  prove  another  of  the  said  treasons,  shall  not  be  deemed  or 
taken  to  be  two  witnesses  to  the  same  treason,  within  the  meaning  of 
this  act. 

II  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  16.]     That  no  evidence  shall  be  admitted  or  given  of  any 
overt  act  that  is  not  expressly  laid  in  the  indictment,  against  any  i>er- 
son  or  persons  whatsoever. 

%  And  be  it  furth'-r  enacted  by  the  ctuthorily  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  17.]  That  all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  shall  be 
accused,  indicted  and  tried  for  treason,  as  aforesaid,  or  for  misprision 
of  treason,  shall  have  copies  of  the  pannel  of  the  jurors  who  are  to 
try  them,  delivered  unto  them  and  every  of  them  so  accused  and  in- 
dicted, respectively,  two  days,  at  least,  before  he  or  they  shall  be  tried 
for  the  same  ;  and  that  all  persons  so  accused  and  indicted  for  any 
treason,  as  aforesaid,  or  for  misprision  of  treason,  shall  have  the  like 
pi'ocess,  of  the  court  where  they  shall  be  tried,  to  compel  their  wit- 
nesses to  appear '  for  them  at  any  such  trial  or  trials,  as  is  usually 
granted  to  compel  witnesses  to  appear  against  them. 
**  And  be  it  further  eyiarAed  by  the  authority  afn'esaid, 
[Sect.  18.]  That  no  indictment  for  any  of  the  offences  aforesaid, 
nor  any  process  or  return [,9]  thereupon,  shall  be  quashed  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  prisoner  or  his  counsel,  for  miswriting,  misspelling,  false 
or  improper  English,  unless  exception  concerning  the  same  be  taken 
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and  made  in  the  respective  courts  where  such  trial  shall  be,  by  the 
prisoner  or  his  counsel  assigned,  before  any  evidence  given  in  open 
court,  upon  such  indictment ;  nor  shall  any  such  raiswriting,  mis- 
spelling, false  or  improper  English,  after  conviction  on  such  indict- 
ment, be  any  cause  to  stay  or  arrest  judgment  thereupon. 

*  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  19.]     That  judgment  given  upon  any  indictment  shall  and  Judgment  given 
may  be  liable  to  be  reversed  upon  a  writ  of  error  to  be  brought,  by  the  iSabie'to  a^rT.*"  ' 
person  thereby  attainted,  or,  in  case  of  his  death,  by  any  of  his  heirs,  ^j g^r^'or^  "  "'"^ 
in  the  same  court  wherein  such  judgment  was  had  and  given. 

And  to  the  intent  that  the  terror  and  dread  of  such  criminal  prose- 
cutions may  in  some  reasonable  time  be  removed,  — 

t  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  20.]     That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  shall  be  in-  Limitation, 
dieted,  tried  or  prosecuted  for  any  treason,  or  for  misprision  of  trea- 
son, that  shall  be  committed  or  done  in  violation  of  this  act,  unless  the 
indictment  for  the  same  be  found  within  three  years  next  after  the 
ti'eason  done  or  committed. 

X  Provided,  always,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  21.]     That  this  act,  or  anything  therein  contained,  or  any  Attainders  upon 
attainder  or  attainders  of  any  person  or  persons  for  any  offence  or  make'any°cor- 
offences  made  treason  by  this  act,  shall  not  in  any  wise  extend,  or  be  ruptionofbiood. 
judged,  interpreted  or  expounded,  to  make  any  corruption  of  blood  to 
any  the  heir  or  heirs  of  any  such  offender  or  offenders,  or  to  make  the 
wife  of  any  such  offender  to  lose  or  foi'feit  her  dower  of  or  in  any 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  or  her  title,  action  or  interest  in 
or  to  the  same,  anything  in  this  act  contained,  or  any  other  law,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

II  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  22.]     That  this  state  shall  be  deemed  and  adjud[g]ed  in  The  state  to  be 
actual  and  real  possession  of  the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  I'ffacf of  thT^^ 
uses,  goods,  chatties,  and  all  other  things,  of  the  offender  attain  [t]ed  fnates  of  con- 
of  treason,  or  misprision  of  treason,  as  aforesaid,  which  such  offender 
so  being  attainted,  ought  or  might  lawfully  lose  and  forfeit  to  the  use 
of  this  state,  immediately  upon  such  attainder. 

^  And  be  it  farther  enacled  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  23.]     That  every  person  who  shall  be  attainted  of  treason  punishment  and 
within  this  state,  whether  male  or  female,  shall  be  punished  by  being  modeofexecu- 
hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  are  dead,  and  not  otherwise,  au}!^  law 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

**  And  be  it   further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  24.]     That  no  person  upon  whom  sentence  or  judgment  of  f°  Pf"""^-",,^^ 
death  shall  be  passed,  or  given,  by  the  justices  of  the  superior  court  of  out  warrant 
judicature,  court  of   assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  shall  be  exe-  un^j^'r  the  great 
cuted  and  put  to  death  in  pursuance  of  such  judgment,  before  the  iis  Mass.,  35. 
whole  record  of  such  proceedings,  or  case,  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of 
the  same  court,  under  the  seal  thereof,  to  the  supreme  executive  au- 
thority of  this  state,  nor  until  a  warrant  shall  be  issued  by  the  said 
supreme  executive  authority,  under  the  great  seal  of  this  state,  with  a 
copy  of  the  record  thereunto  annexed,  directed  to  the  shcr[r]iff  of  the 
county  wherein  the  trial  of  the  person  so  attainted  as  aforesaid,  was 
had,  commanding  the  same  sher[r]iff  to  cause  execution  to  be  done 
upon  the  person  so  attainted,  as  aforesaid,  in  all  things  according  to 
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the  judgment  against  him  ;    and  the  sher[r]iff  to  whom  such  warrant 
shall  be  directed,  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to   execute   the 
same  in  due  form  of  law. 
*  Provided,  always,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid. 
This  uct  not  to        [Sect.  25.]     That  such  parts  of  this  act  as  relate  to  the  regula- 
rra'peachmentB     tioufs]  of  trials,  shall  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  any 
in  the  general     impeachment  or  other  proceeding  in  the   general  assembly  of    this 
aasembiy.  ^^^^^^     [Passed  February  1,  1777. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begum  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  the  Fifth  "day  of  March,  A.  D.  1777. 


CHAPTER     33. 

AN    ACT    FOR    RAISING   AND    FORMING    A    COMPANY    OR    TROOP    OP 
HORSE,  IN    THE    THIRD    REGIMENT   OF    FOOT    IN    THE    COUNTY    OF 

ESSEX. 

Whereas  there  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  troop  of  horse  belonging  preamble, 
to  the  aforesaid  regiment,  and  by  the  militia  law  no  provision  is  made 
for  continuing  said  troop  ;  and  ivhereas  it  will  conduce  much  to  the 
strength[e]ning  the  regiment  of  militia  aforesaid, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  b>/  the  Council  and  House  of  Bejiresentatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  saine, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  there  shall  be  raised  and  formed  out  of  the  sev-  Troops  to  con- 
eral  companies  belonging  to  the  said  regiment,  one  company  or  troop  p^vatel!'^  ^'^^* 
of  horse  to  consist  of  not  more  than  fifty-eight  able-bodied  effective 
men,  exclusive  of  commissioned  officers,  the  same  to  consist  of  those 
belonging  to  the  troop  of  horse  formerly  belonging  to  the  said  regi- 
ment, and  others  to  be  raised  by  voluntary  iulistment[s]  out  of  the 
training-band  or  alarm  lists,  indiscriminately,  to  make  up  the  number 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  aforesaid,  or  the  Field  officors  to 
major  part  of  them,  shall  forthwith  appoint  one  or  more  suitable  per-  t^^niut ^h^""' 
sons  to  raise  or  inlist  the  number  of  men  sufficient  for  the  company  men. 
aforesaid ;  and  when  a  sufficient  number  are  so  raised  and  inlisted, 
the  said  field  officers,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  form  them  into 
a  company,  which   company  so  formed  shall,  by  balot,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  one  of  the  said  field  officei  s  (who  shall  cause  them  to  be  duly 
notified  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  preside  as  moderator)  choose  one  The  men,  when 
captain,  one  lieutenant,   one  cornet    and  one  quartermaster,  which  ^:}^J;f/g^.'',;^'^jj. 
choice  shall  be  immediately  certified  to  the  secretary  of  this  state  by  offlc'era  •  "^ 
said  field  officers  ;  and  the" major  part  of  the  council  thereupon,  unless 
some  material  objection  against  such  choice  for  any  corrupt  practice 
or  irregularity  shall  be  made  at  or  before  the  time  of  receiving  said 
certificates,    shall   coramissionate    such    persons    pursuant    to    their  _tobecommi8 
el[l]ection;  and  the  said  captains   and  subalterns  when  so  commis-  pj^^y^gli'.'^ '^® 
sionated  by  the  council,  shall,  in  the  absen[c][s]e  of  their  superior  *"'"°*" 
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—  to  have  the 
siime  power 
over  the  troop, 
as  Held  officers 
over  the 
regiment. 


Company  to 
choose  subal- 
terns. 


Officers  and  pri- 
vates to  be  con- 
stantly 
equipped. 


To  be  mustered 
as  often  as  other 
companies  are. 


Pine  of  such  as 
do  not  equip 
themselves. 


1775-76,  chixp.  10. 


officers,  and  not  having  orders  to  the  contrary,  have  the  samj  power, 
in  ordering,  directing  and  marching  said  company  or  troop  of  horse, 
as  the  said  field  officers  have  over  the  whole  regiment ;  and  the  colo- 
nel of  the  said  regiment  shall,  as  soon  as  the  captain  is  commissioned, 
give  him,  under  his  hand,  in  writing,  the  place  assigned  by  him  for  an 
alarm  post,  and  the  manner  of  mustering  his  company  on  all  occa- 
'sions  :  and  the  said  field  officers,  and  each  of  them,  in  the  absen[c][.9]e 
of  their  superior  officers,  and  not  having  orders  to  the  contrary,  shall 
have  power  to  draw  forth  the  said  company  of  horse,  or  any  part 
ther[e]of,  as  they  or  he  shall  judge  expedient  and  necessary,  for  the 
immediate  defence  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States,  subject, 
however,  to  the  orders  and  commands  of  such  general  officers  and 
brigadiers  as  the  said  regiment  of  foot  are  under. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  said  company  of  horse  shall  be  called  to- 
gether by  their  captain,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  purpose  of  choos- 
ing one  clerk,  four  corporals  and  two  trumpet[o][e]rs  ;  and  the  com- 
missioned officers  of  said  company  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  remove  and  dismiss  from  his  office  any  non-commissioned  officer, 
for  the  neglect  of  duty,  and  shall  call  the  said  company  together  to 
choose  another  in  the  room  of  such  delinquent ;  and  on  the  refusal  of 
such  company  to  make  a  new  choice,  the  said  commissioned  officers 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall,  by  warrant  under  their  hands,  in  writ- 
ing, appoint  some  person  to  fill  the  office  of  the  person  removed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  each  and  every  officer  and  private  of  said  com- 
pany or  troop  of  horse,  shall  equip  himself,  and  be  constantly  pro- 
vided, with  a  good  and  serviceable  horse,  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
brigadier  of  the  said  county,  a  good  saddle,  bit,  bridle,  holsters, 
bre[a]st-plate,  and  crooper ;  and  shall  further  equip  himself  with  a 
good  carbine  or  firelock,  not  less  than  three  feet  long  in  barrel[l],  with 
a  belt  and  swivel[l],  a  case  of  good  pistols,  with  a  cutlass,  a  flask  or 
cartouch-bos,  one  pound  of  powder,  three  pounds  of  leaden  ball  (one 
third  part  thereof  suited  to  his  carbine  or  firelock,  the  other  two 
thirds  thereof  suited  to  his  pistols),  eighteen  fiints,  and  a  pair  of  good 
boots  and  spurs. 

Ayid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  said  company  shall  be  mustered  when  and  so 
often  as  the  companies  of  foot  in  the  said  regiment  are  obliged  by 
law  to  be. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  each  and  every  commissioned  officer  of  the  said 
company  who  shall  not,  within  one  month  next  after  receiving  his  com- 
mission, provide  for,  arm  and  equip  himself  with  such  horse,  arms  and 
accoutrements  as  is  by  this  act  directed,  shall,  by  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  appointed  agre[e]able  to  a  late  act  of  the  general  court  of  this 
state,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  forming  and  regulating  the  militia  within 
the  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  &c.,"  be  re- 
moved from  his  office,  and  shall  receive  no  benefit,  from  such  commis- 
sion, to  exempt  him  from  military  duty  ;  and  if  any  non-commissioned 
officer,  or  private,  being  duly  notified  of  the  time  and  place  appointed 
for  the  company  to  meet  on  a  training-,  or  muster-day,  shall  unneces- 
sarily neglect  to  appear,  with  such  horse,  arms  and  equipments,  he 
shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings,  or 'less  than  five  shil- 
lings, for  not  being  equipt  with  a  horse  as  aforesaid ;  and  shall  pay  a 
fine  not  exceeding  ten  shillings,  nor  less  than  five  shillings,  for  every 
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other  neglect  in  the  premis[s]es  ;  and  if  he  shall  be  disobedient  or 
disorderly  on  a  training-,  or  nuister-day,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  shillings  nor  less  than  one  shilling. 

[Sect.  7.]  And  all  fines  and  forfeitures  of  money,  arising,  by  Mode  of  ro- 
breach  of  this  act,  for  disobedience  or  failure  of  appearance  on  a  <=°^'^"n«  ''"''■• 
training-day,  with  the  proviso  allowed  to  the  soldiers  in  the  militia 
act,  shall  be  recovered,  by  complaint  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
within  the  county  of  Essex  aforesaid,  by  the  clerk  of  the  company  to 
which  the  delinquent  belongs,  —  an  appeal  being  allowed  to  either  party 
to  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  as  in  other  actions  ;  and  if  on 
such  complaint  judgment  shall  be  given  in  favour  of  such  clerk,  he 
shall  have  his  legal  cost[s]  allowed  him :  and  the  said  fines,  when  re- 
covered, shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  field  officers  of  said  regiment  in 
purchasing  banners,  trumpets  and  other  necessary  implements  of  war, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  company.     \^Pass^d  March  19,  1777. 


CHAPTER     34. 

AN  ACT  FOR  DISANNEXING  THE  EASTERLY  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
WARREN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  FROM  SAID  TOWN,  AND 
INCORPORATING  THE  SAME,  WITH  THE  EASTERLY  PART  OF  A  PLAN- 
TATION CALLED  ST.  GEORGES,  IN  SAID  COUNTY,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY 
THE  NAME  OF  THOMASTON. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  of  War-  Preamble, 
ren,  inthe  county  of  Lincoln,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  easterly  part 
of  a  plantation  called  St.  Georges,  in  said  county,  have  represented 
to  this  court  the  great  difficulties  and  inconvenienc[i]es  they  labor 
under  in  their  present  situation,  and  have  "earnestly  requested  that 
the  easterly  part  of  the  town  of  Warren  may  be  disannexed  from  said 
town,  and  that  they,  with  the  easterly  part  of  a  plantation  called  St. 
Georges,    may  be  incorporated  into  a  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  b>/  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
,  [Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  easterly  part  of  the  town  of  Warren,  Bounds  of 
bounded  as  follows;  viz.,  beginning  on  the  easterly  side  of  St.  Tbomiiston 
George's  River,  at  the  westerly  corner  of  John  Alexander's  lot ;  from 
thence,  running, north,  [o-l]\jhirty-tiDo']  degrees  east,  about  seven  miles, 
to  the  line  of  the  township  called  Camden,  belonging  to  the  twenty 
associates  called  tne  Linconshire  company  ;  and  that  all  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  town  of  Warren,  easterly  of  said  line,  containing  about 
six  thousand  acres,  be  and  hereby  is  disannexed  from  said  town  ;  and 
that  the  same,  together  with  the  lands  on  the  easterly  part  of  a  planta- 
tion called  St.  Georges,  in  said  county,  bounded  as  follow;  viz., 
beginning  on  the  easterly  side  of  St.  George's  River,  at  the  westerly 
corner  of  John  Alexander's  lot ;  thence,  south-westerly  and  southerly, 
by  said  river,  to  a  line  at  a  spruce-tree,  marked  No  23  aiid  24,  on 
the  neck  on  the  eastern  side  of  said  river  ;  thence,  running,  east-south- 
east, about  three  miles,  between  the  lots  No.  23  and  24,  across  the 
neck,  to  the  sea-shore  ;  thence,  south-easterly,  by  Muscle  Ridge  Bay, 
so  called,   easterly   and  north-easterly,  by  Owl's  Head  Bay  ;    thence, 
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Waterman 
Thomas  to  issue 
bis  warrant. 


To  pay  their 
share  of  taxes, 
&c. 


north-westerly, about  five  miles,  by  Camden  line  aforesaid  to  where 
it  intersects  the  first-mentioned  line,  together  with  all  the  islands 
that  lay  within  three  miles  of  the  main  land  and  within  the  direc- 
tion of  tlie  lines  that  run  to  the  sea, — -be,  and  it  hereby  is,  erected 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Thomaston  ;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  invested  with  all  the  powers,  priviledges  and 
immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  within  this  state  do  or  may 
by  law  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Waterman  Thomas,  Esqi^""^.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
empowered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  in- 
habitant of  said  town,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants 
thereof  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set 
forth,  to  choose  all  such  officers  as  towns  are  by  law  empowered 
to  choose  in  the  month  of  March,  annually ;  at  which  said  meeting  all 
the  then  present  inhabitants  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  shall 
be  admitted  to  vote. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  3.]  The  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Thomaston  shall 
pay  their  proportionable  part  of  all  taxes  which  are  already  assessed 
or  levied  on  said  inhabitants,  in  like  manner  as  tho'[wg'/i]  this  act  had 
not  been  made.     [^Passed  March  20,  1777. 


CHAPTER    35. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SECURING  AND  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR  THE  SUPPORT 
OF  PRISONERS  WHO  MAY  BE  TAKEN  BY  ANY  AMERICAN  ARMED 
VESSEL, AND  BROUGHT  OR  SENT  INTO  ANY  PORT  IN  THIS  STATE. 


Preamble. 


Aeents  to  send 
prisoners  to  the 
commissary  at 
Boston : 


— and  to  pay  12s. 
a  week  for  their 
support,  to  lie 
deductod  from 
the  captures 
before  distribua 
tion. 


Whereas  it  is  necessary  more  effectually  to  make  provis[s]ion  for 
redeeming  such  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  taken  by  the  enemy, 
in  any  vessel  belonging  to  this  or  other  of  the  American  States,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assemb'ed,  and  by  the  aidhority  of  the  sa.me, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  agent  or  agents  for  any  arm'd  vessel,  and  her 
crew,  in  the  service  of  this  state  or  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
or  either  of  them,  or  the  commander  of  such  armed  vessels  (where 
there  is  no  such  agent) ,  which  shall  be  concerned  in  taking  and  bring- 
ing, or  sending,  into  this  state  any  prisoners  taken  on  board  any  ves- 
sel, or  the  master  of  any  prize-vessel  bringing  such  prisoners  into  this 
state,  shall  cause  all  the  prisoners  so  brought  in  to  be  sent,  forthwith, 
after  their  arrival,  to  Boston  or  to  such  other  place  as  the  council 
shall  direct,  there  to  be  delivered  to  the  commissary  of  prisoners  taken 
at  sea ;  and  said  commissary  shall  cause  said  prisoners  properly  to  be 
disposed  of  and  provided  for  on  board  such  prison-ship  or  ships,  or 
other  vessels,  as  may  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  or  in  some  lit 
place,  till  such  ships  or  vessels  can  be  provided  ;  and  that  the  charges 
of  sending  such  prisoners  to  Boston,  afoi-esaid,  or  to  such  other  place 
as  the  council  shall  direct,  and  supporting  them,  -at  twelve  shillings  a 
week  during  their  continuance  there,  be  paid  to  said  commissary 
by  the  agents  for  such  vessels  and  crews,  or  the  commander  thereof, 
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as  may  be  concerned  in  taking  sucli  prisoners,  respectively,  or  tlie  mas- 
ter of  any  prize-vessel  bringing  such  prisoners  into  this  state  ;  and 
that  the  same  be  deducted  by  such  agents  or  commanders,  or  prize- 
master,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  capture,  when  any,  before  the  final 
division  of  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  agent  or  agents,  respectively,  for  all  private  Agents  of  pri- 
vessels  of  war,  and  their  crews  (or  the  commander  of  such  vessels  pay  l^'fo^he 
where  there  is  no  agent  which  may  be  concerned  in  taking  and  bring-  commissary. 
ing  or  sending  into  this  state  prisoners  as  aforesaid) ,  or  the  master  of 
any  prize-vessel  bringing  such  prisoners  into  this  state,  shall  cause  all 
such  prisoners  to  be  sent  and  delivered  to  the  said  commissary  to  be 
disposed  as  before  directed ;  and  that  such  agents,  or  commander,  cfr 
prize-master,  pay  to  said  commissary  the  sum  of  four  pounds  for  each 
prisoner  b}'  them,  respectively,  delivered  to  said  commissary,  in  lieu  of 
all  other  support  on   board   the  prison-ship  or  vessel,  which  sum  so 
advanced  shall  be  repaid  or  deducted  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  cap- 
ture, when  any,  before  the  final  division  of  the  same  ;  and  that  no 
judgment  shall  be  given,  in  any  maritime  court  within  this  state,  upon 
any  libel  which  shall  be  filed  therein  for  the  condemnation  of  such 
vessel  or  vessels,  their  cargoes  or  app[e][«Jrtenances,  before  a  cer-  Acortiticate 
tificate,  from  the  commissary  of  such  prisoners,  shall  be  produced  to  |^°™. '??,h° ?*' 
the  judge  of  the  maritime  court  before  whom  such  tr[3'][i]al  is  to  be  the  agent,  &c., 
had,  that  the  agent  or  agents   for  any  such   armed  vessel   as  is   men-  ^u^  thrre'qui. 
tioned  in  this  act,  or  commander,  or  prize-master,  as  aforesaid,  hath  sitions  thereof. 
complied  with  the  requisitions  thereof. 

Provided,  always^  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.1     That  when  any  Continental,  state,  or  private,  vessel  of  Support  of 

1     11       -'    ^  ,..■'  .  ,,  ,  ,'  ,    prisoners  to  be 

war  shall  send  or  bring  m  any  prisoners  taken  on  board  any  vessel  paid  out  of  the 
which  shall   be  retaken  by  the  enemy,  and  lost  to  the   captors,  the  It^te^ancrthe'* 
charges  of  sending  to  and  supporting  such   prisoners  on   board   the  account  of 
prison  ship,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state,  and  an  ac-  Li?/ b^fo^e  Con- 
count  of  the  charge  attending  those  brought  or  sent  in  by  Continental  s^'^^^,  foraiiow 
vessels,  laid  before  Congress  for  allowance  ;  and   private  adventurers 
shall  lay  their  accounts  before  the  general  court,  for  the  like  purpose. 

Provided,  also,  — 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

TSect.  4.1     That  when,  on  application  oi*  otherwise,  it  shall  appear  The  council 

^  -i  '  I  L  >  Li.  may  rcniovG 

to  the  council  of  this  state  that  by  reason  of  the  age,  rank,  sex,  prisoners,  in 
health  or  other  circumstance  attending  any  prisoner  liable  to  be  con-  to  mc^o*/ the'''**' 
fined  as  is  provided  by  this  act,  such  prisoner  ought  to,  or  may  safely,  islands  in  the 
be  exempted  therefrom,  the  council  may,  during  the  recess  of  the  gen-  Boston." 
eral  court,  if  they  see  fit,  permit  such  prisoners  to  be  removed  to  one 
of  the  islands  in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  under  such  restrictions  as  they 
may  order. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  (foresaid, 

[Sect.  5J     That  the  council  of  this  state  for  the  time  boing,be.  To  empower 
and  they  are  hereby,  impowered,  from  time  to  time,  to  appoint,  as  there  appoint  a  com. 
may  be  occasion,  such  suitable  person  for  a  cominissai'y  to  take  care  ™'«»'*'"y' 
of  and  provide  such  victuals  and  other  necessaries  for  the  prisoners 
confined  on  board  such  prison-ship  or  other  vessel,  or  on  any  island, 
as  the  council  may  order  and  direct ;  and  the  council,  as  aforesaid,  are  —and  to  procure 
hereby  further  impowered  to  cause  such  vessel  or  vessels  to  be  pro-  vessliTarmay 
cured  as  may  be  proper  to  answer  the  purpose  design  [e]'d  by  this  act,  answer  the  pur- 
and  to  di-aw  on  the  treasurer  of  this  state  for  such  sums,  from  time  to  p°®®'"**'   ^^^ 
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time,  as  will  be  sufflcieat  to  have  this  act  carried  into  execution  ;  and 
to  make  all  other  necessary  regulations  for  guarding  such  prisoners, 
and  for  carrying  this  act,  in  all  its  parts,  effectually  into  execution. 
[Passed  March  27,  1777. 


CHAPTER    36. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  DESERTION  OF  SOLDIERS  DURING  THE 
PRESENT  WAR  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN,  THE  CONCEALMENT  OF  DE- 
SERTERS, AND  ALSO  THE  EMBEZZLEMENT  OF  CL0[.4]THS,  ARMS, 
&C.,  BELONGING  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


Preamble. 


Lawful  for  any 
person  to  appre^ 
heiici  deserters 
from  the  Ameri- 
can army,  sus- 
pecting them  to 
be  such. 

To  empower 
the  justices  to 
examine  them. 


Directions  to 
the  sberifiTs  and 
constables  to 
execute  war. 
rants  and  to 
command 
assistance. 


Penalty. 


Whereas  soldiers  duly  inlisted  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  may  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place 
whereat  they  have  been  or  may  be  ordered  to  meet  or  muster ;  or  may 
at  other  times  absent  themselves  from  their  duty  without  leave  orderly 
had  and  obtained,  whence  great  obstruction  to  and  much  disorder  in 
the  said  service  may  happen, — 

*  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  thp  Council  and  House  of  Repres'^ntatives 
in  General  Court  assembled ,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  ap- 
prehend any  one  who  may  be  suspected  as  a  deserter  from  the  Ameri- 
can army,  and  to  bring  such  person  so  suspected,  before  some  justice 
of  the  peace  in  or  near  the  town  or  place  where  he  shall  be  appre? 
bended;  and  such  justice  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  exam- 
ine such  suspected  person  ;  and  if  by  his  own  confession,  or  by  other 
evidence,  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  justice,  it  shall  appear  to  him 
that  such  suspected  person  hath  inlisted  into  the  American  army  now 
raising,  and  he  doth  not  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  justice  prove  that 
he  hath  leave  of  absence,  or  hath  been  duly  and  orderly  discharged 
therefrom,  such  justice  of  the  peace  shall,  by  warrant  under  his  hand 
and  seal,  commit  him  to  the  common  goal  of  the  county  whereof  such 
justice  is  a  magistrate,  and  forthwith  transmit  an  account  thereof  to 
his  commanding  officer,  if  within  the  same  county,  otherwise  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  continental  troops  within  this  state. 

[Sect.  2.]  And  the  sher[r]itf  of  the  county  where  such  suspected 
person  may  be  apprehended,  his  deputies,  and  the  constables  of  the 
several  towns  therein,  are  enjoined  and  directed  to  obey  and  execute 
all  warrants  from  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  them  directed  for  appre- 
hending and  imprisoning  such  deserters  or  suspected  persons,  and  are 
impowered  to  command  all  necessary  assistance  therefor  ;  and  if  any 
person  shall  refuse  to  assist  such  sheriff,  deputy  or  constable  when 
thereunto  commanded,  and  be  thereof  convicted  before  an3»justice  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  where  the  offence  is  committed,  he  shall  pay 
a  fine,  to  the  use  of  this  government,  of  forty  shillings,  and  costs  of 
prosecution  ;  and  the  keepers  of  the  several  goals  in  this  state,  are 
required  to  receive  such  deserters  or  suspected  persons,  upon  warrant 
from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  to  detain  them  until[lj  they  shall  be 
discharged  by  their  commanding  officer,  or  by  due  order  of  law. 


§  1.    The  sections  noted  in  the  niivrgin  arc  from  the  engrossment. 
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*  A7id  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  all  justices  of  the  peace  are  hereby  authorized  to  To  authorize 
issue  their  warrants  for  the  apprehending  of  any  person  who  hath  {"eir'^warrarcr 
been  or  shall  be  adverti[s][;3]ed,  in  the  public  prints  or  otherwise,  by 
any  officer  in  the  Continental  Army,  as  a  deserter  therefrom  (and  is 
residing  within  the  county  whereof  such  justice  is  a  magistrate) ,  with- 
out any  other  information  or  complaint  thereof,  and  cause  such  per- 
son, when  apprehended,  to  be  committed  to  the  common  goal  of  the 
county,  and  shall  forthwith  transmit  an  account  thereof  to  his  com- 
manding officer,  if  within  the  county,  or  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  Continental  troops  within  this  state  ;  and  all  sheriffs,  constables 
and  militia  officers  are  hereby  authori[s][3]ed  and  required  to  appre- 
hend, without  waiting  for  any  process  of  law,  any  person  whom  they 
shall  know  to  be  advertised  as  aforesaid,  and  cause  him  to  be  carried 
before  some  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  wherein  he  shall  be 
apprehended,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be  dealt  with  as  a  deserter. 

t  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  if  any  person  shall  harbour  or  conceal  any  de-  Penalty  for  any 
serter,  knowing  or  having  probable  cause  to  suspect  him  to  be  such,  concelii'a'de.'^^" 
and  be  thereof  convicted,  at  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  sein  ■. 
or  at  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal 
delivery,  upon  an  indictment  of  the  grand  jury,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  of 
not  less  that  nine  pounds  nor  more  than  fifteen  pounds,  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  prosecutor,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of 
this  government. 

I  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

FSect.  5.1     That  when  complaint  shall  be  made  to  any  justice  of  On  complaint 

.,    "-  ,,      ,  i     T   J      1  1  J.        i>  /i         *  bc'int;  made  to  a 

the  peace,  that  any  person  suspected  to  be  a  cjeserter  irom  the  Amer-  justice,  of  any 

ican  army  is  within  the  county  whereof  such  justice  is  a  magistrate,  ^ecte^t^obea 

and  piobable  cause  of  suspicion  is  shewn  to  him,  the  said  justice  shall  desmer,  said 

make  out  his  warrant,  directed  to  such  officer  as  is  before  herein  men-  hifwarran^"^ 

tioned,  commanding  him  to  apprehend  the  person  so  suspected  and  to 

bring  him  before  such  justice,  or  some  other  justice  of  the  peace  within 

the  same  county,  to  be  examined  and  dealt  with  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in 

case  any  such  offender  shall  be  unable  to  pay  such  fine,  he  may  be  The  offender  to 

punished  with  whipping,  not  exceeding   thirty-nine   lashes   for   each  ^^p'^'"*'^'^''- 

offence. 

II  And  be  it  also  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  commissioned  officer  Officers  neglect, 
or  the  militia  within  this  state,  to  cause  persons  suspected  as  desert-  com^piahuof 
ers  to  be  apprehended  as  aforesaid ;  and  that  if  any  commissioned  perHona  buh- 

.11  '  J.      1  1  J.  pected  to  be  de- 

offlcer,  havmg  probable  cause  to  suspect  any  person  to  be  a  deserter,  seriers.  to  be 
within  the  town  whereof  such  officer  is  an  inhabitant,  and  shall  neg-  "-"tiered, 
lect  to  make  complaint  immediately  to  some  justice  of  the  peace,  in 
order  that  such  person  may  be  apprehended  and  dealt  with  as  afore- 
said, such  officer,  after  being  convicted  of  such  neglect  before  a  court- 
martial,  or  the  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  shall  be  cashiered  by  the 
council. 

%  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  if  any  person  shall  receive  or  purchase  of  any  Empowering 
soldier,  any  fire-arms  or  other  instruments,  or  cloaths  belonging  to  the  ^peMoTq^iorum 
United  States  of  America,  with  an.intention  to  detain  from  or  defraud  «««.».  to  try 

,      .  •    1     1    ii  i?    1      i>  persons  that 

the  said  states  of  them,  such  person,  bemg  convictea  thereot  ootore   Bhaii  purchase 
two  justices  of  the  peace,  quorum  unus,  or  before  the  court  of  sessions  of toidTeref °"' 

*  §  2.  t  §  3.  t  §  4.  II  §  5.  fl  §  6. 
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(who  are  hereby  impowered  to  try  the  same) ,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  three 
times  the  value  of  such  cloaths,  arms,  or  other  instruments,  to  the  use 
of  this  state. 

*  [Sect.  8.]  And  all  officers,  and  their  assistants,  by  this  act  di- 
rected to  apprehend  and  secure  such  deserters  or  persons  suspected  to 
be  deserters,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  such  fees  as  are  allowed  by  law  for 
making  and  executing,  warrants  in  common  and  ordinary  cases  ;  which 
fees  shall  be  paid  by  the  officer  who  shall  take  such  deserter  from 
goal,  and  the  same  shall  be  deducted  from  such  deserter's  wages. 
[Passed  April  4,  1777. 


CHAPTER    37. 

AN  ACT  TO    PREVENT    THE    FORGING    OR    ALTERING    CONTINENTAL 
LOAN-CERTIFICATES  AND  LOTTERY  TICKETS. 


Preamble, 


Penalty  for 
countirfeiting 
any  loan-ofiSce 
certificate  or 
lottery  ticket. 


"Whereas  a  loan-office  is  established  in  this  state,  agre[e]able  to  a 
recommendation  of  the  hon[o?'a]ble  Continental  Congress,  for  the 
purpose  of  borrowing  money  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  the  commissioner  thereof  is  directed  to  give  certificates 
of  all  such  sums  he  may  so  borrow ;  and  tohereas  the  said  Congress 
have  also  established  a  lottery  for  the  benefit  of  said  states,  and  have 
recommended  to  this  state  to  annex  such  penalties  by  law  as  shall 
effectually  prevent  the  forging,  counterfeiting  or  altering  any  such 
loan-office  certificates  or  lottery  tickets,  — 

Be  it  tJiprefore  enacted  b;/ the  Conncil  and  House  of  Rppresentatii;es  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  if  any  person  shall  forge,  counterfeit  or  alter  any 
loan-office  certificate  or  lottery  ticket  which  hath  been  or  hereafter 
shall  be  made  and  issued  under  the  authority  and  by  order  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  or  shall  make  any  certificate  or  ticket  purport- 
ing to  be  a  loan -office  certificate  or  lottery  ticket  made  and  issued  as 
aforesaid,  or  shall  pass  or  utter  any  such  forged,  counterfeited  or  al- 
tered loan-office  certificate  or  lottery  ticket,  or  any  certificate  or  ticket 
purporting  to  be  a  loan-office  certificate  or  lottery  ticket  made  and 
issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  forged,  counter- 
feited or  altered  ;  or  that  shall  conncil,  advise,  procure  or  assist  in 
the  forging,  altering,  counterfeiting  or  making,  or  who  shall  make 
or  cause  to  be  made  any  instrument  to  be  used  in  forging,  counter- 
feiting, altering  or  making  any  such  certificate  or  ticket  as  aforesaid,  — 
every  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted  before  the  su- 
perior court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery, 
shall  be  punished  by  being  set  on  the  gallows  for  the  space  of  one 
hour  with  a  rope  round  his  neck,  and  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  pounds  to  the  use  of  this  state,  and  suffer  not  more  than 
twelve  months' imprisonment,  nor  less  than  two,  and  be  public[kjly 
whipped  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  or  shall  suffer  all  or  any  of 
the  foregoing  punishments,  at  the  discre[ss][;]ion  of  the  court  before 
whom  he  shall  be  convicted,  according  to  the  nature  and  circumstances 
of  the  offence,  and  shall  pay  to  the  person  or  persons  defrauded  by 

•}7. 
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such  offence,  treble  damages  ;  and  if  such  offender  shall  not  be  able 
to  pay  such  fine,  damages,  and  the  charges  of  prosecution  and  impris- 
on[?/i^'/i]t,  the  court  before  whom  the  conviction  is,  shall  order  that 
at  [the]  expiration  of  [^the']  said  term  of  imprisonment,  or  sooner  if 
they  see  fit,  such  offender  shall  be  sold  in  service  for  a  time  sufflcient, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  court,  to  pay  the  same. 

And  be  if,furiher  enactf^d  hj/  the  aufhorit'i  aforesaid, 

rSECT.  2.]     That  every  i)crson  who  shall  be   convicted  of   any  of  Persons  con- 

'--',,*",  **  vi*;loii  of  any 

the  offences  mentioned  in  this  act,  shall  forever  thereafter  be   incapa-  ofr-ices in  this 
ble  of  holding  any  oflico  within  or  under  the  government  of  this  state  ;  "eliderc'i  hfca. 
and  if  any  such  offender  at  the  time  of  such  conviction  shall  hold  any  pabiu  of  holding 
such  office,  the  same  shall  thereupon  be  deemed  vacant;  and  another  '"'^  " 
person  may  be  chosen   or  appointed  in  his  place  as  though   he  was 
naturally  dead. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  any  person  who  shall  make  discovery  and  give  Reward  for 
information  of  any  offences  committed  against  this  act,  so  that  the 
offender  shall  thereupon  be  apprehended  and  duly  convicted  thereof 
{provided  the  informer  is  no  party  to  such  offence),  shall  receive  as  a 
reward  therefor,  upon  every  such  conviction,  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  state,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds.     [^Passed  April  5,  1777. 


iuformation 


CHAPTER    38. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  WASTE,  DESTRUCTION  AND  EMBEZZLE- 
MENT OF  THE  GOODS  OR  ESTATES  OF  SUCH  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE 
LEFT  THE  SAME,  AND  FLED  TO  OUR  ENEMIES  FOR  PROTECTION; 
AND  ALSO  FOR  PAYMENT  OF  THEIR  JUST  DEBTS,  OUT  OF  THEIR 
ESTATES. 

Whereas  divers  persons  having  estates  real  and  personal  within  preamble, 
this  state  have  left  the  same,  and  fled  to  our  enemies  for  protection  ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  provision  already  made  by  this  court  for  the 
preservation  of  such  estates,  yet  there  is  danger  of  waste  and  embez- 
zlemen[r*]  thereof,  whereby  creditors  of  such  persons  may  be  disap- 
pointed in  obtaining  their  equitable  demands,  or  some  creditors  may 
obtain  their  full  demands  to  the  exclusion  of  others  ;  for  prevention 
whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Cout  assembled,  and  by  the  anthodty  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  I.]     That  when  it  shall  appear  to  the  judge  of  probate  for  persons  voiun 
any  county  in  this  state,  by  a  certificate  under  the  hands  of  the  major  IheL^imyf' ° 
part  of  the  selectmen  or  committee  of  correspondence,  safety  and  in-  U'avina an  estate 
spection  of  any  town  within  the  county  where  such  judge  resides,  that  within  thi™""^* 
any  person,  being  an  inhabitant  of  tlieir  town,  has  absented  him-,  or  state, 
herself  for  the  terra  of  three  months  or  upwards,  leaving  estate  real  or 
personal  behind  him  or  her,  to  the  value  of  twenty  pounds  or  more, 
within  this  state,  and  that  they,  the  said  selectmen  or  committee  of  cor- 
respondence, &c  ,  from  the  best  intelligence  that  they  can  obtain, 

*  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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To  empower 
the  judge  to 
nominate 
agents  for  ab- 
sentees. 

Said  agents  to 
give  bond. 


The  agents  to 
return  an  inven- 
tory of  the 
goods  and  es- 
tates of  said  ab- 
sentees, within 
three  months, 
upon  oalh,  to 
the  judge. 

To  appoint 
persons  to  ap- 
praise goods, 
&c. 

Agents  to  dis- 
pose of  the 
personal  estate 
of  said  absen- 
tee, at  auction, 

—  and  to  execute 
good  deeds,  in 
fee,  to  the 
purchaser;  and 
the  moneys 
arising  from  the 
sale  thereof  to 
be  paid  to  the 
treasurer. 


In  case  the  per- 
sonal estate 
shall  be  insuffi- 
cient to  pay  the 
debts  of  said 
absentee,  the 
agent  to  dispose 
of  part  of  the 
real  estate. 


To  authorize 
the  justices  of 
the  superior 
court  of  judica- 
ture to  grant 
licenses  for  the 
sale  of  the  real 
estate. 


verily  believe  such  absent  person  voluntarily  went  to  our  enemies,  and  is 
still  absent  fro-m  his  or  her  habitation  or  usual  place  of  abode,  and  with- 
out this  state,  the  said  judge  hereby  is  authori[z]  [s]ed  and  impow- 
ered  to  nominate  and  appoint  some  discreet  person  to  be  agent  for 
the  estate  of  such  absentee,  —  preference  in  such  appointment  to  be 
given  to  a  principal  creditor,  not  being  a  relation,  in  case  he  inclines  to 
be  agent ;  and  such  agent,  after  giving  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the  judge, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  demand  and  receive,, enter  into, 
and  take  possession  of,  all  the  goods  and  estate,  of  every  kind,  left  by 
the  person  to  whose  estate  he  is  appointed  agent,  or  which  shall  be 
found  in  this  state  ;  and  the  said  agent,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  is 
hereby  authori[z][s]ed  to  prosecute  and  sue  for  the  same,  in  as  full 
and  ample  a  manner  as  tho' [ngh']  the  absent  person  was  naturally 
dead  and  the  said  agent  was  appointed  administrator  of  his  or  her  es- 
tate. 

[Sect.  2.]  And  the  said  agent,  within  three  months,  or  sooner, 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment,  shall  return  an  inventory,  upon 
oath,  of  such  absentee's  estate  that  has  come  to  his  hands,  to  the  said 
judge  of  probate  ;  and  in  case  any  other  estate  shall  appear  after  re- 
turning the  said  inventory,  he  shall  return  an  additional  one  :  per- 
sons to  be  appointed  and  sworn  for  the  appraizement  thereof,  in  the 
same  manner  they  now  are  upon  the  estates  of  deceased  persons. 
And  the  said  agent  shall  sell  and  dispose  of  the  whole  of  the  per- 
sonal estate  of  said  absentee,  except  as  hereafter  mentioned,  at  public 
auction,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  the  agent  giving  public 
notice  thereof,  ten  days  at  least  before  the  'sale ;  and  the  said 
agent  is  hereby  fully  authori[z][s]ed  to  execute  a  good  deed  or 
deeds,  in  fee,  to  the  purchaser  of  the  same  ;  and  the  monies  arising 
by  such  sale  he  shall  pay  out  to  the  several  creditors  of  such  ab- 
sentee within  this  or  other  of  the  United  American  States,  and  the 
remainder,  after  the  said  agent  is  paid  his  reasonable  charges  for  ne- 
gociating  the  business,  he  shall  pay  and  deliver  to  the  treasurer  of 
this  state,  who  is  to  give  him  two  receipts,  of  the  same  tenor  and  date, 
one  of  which  he  shall  immediately  lodge  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  this  state. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  3.]  That  in  case  the  personal  estate  of  the  absentee  shall 
be  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts  due  from  him  or  her,  together  with  the 
necessary  charges  which  may  arise  in  transacting  the  business,  the 
said  agent  shall  sell  and  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  real  estate,  where 
the  same  can  best  be  spared  or  will  be  least  prejudicial  to  the  residue, 
to  make  up  that  deficiency:  provided,  always,' that  no  part  of  the 
real  estate  shall  be  sold  until  licence  be  obtained  therefor  from  the 
sup[er/o]r  or  inferior  court ;  and  the  justices  of  the  superior  court 
of  judicature  at  any  of  their  sessions,  and  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas  in  the  county  where  the  said  absent  person  was  an  inhabitant  at 
the  time  of  his  or  her  departure,  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  severally  au- 
thorized to  grant  licences  for  such  sale  when  and  so  often  as  it  shall 
appear  to  them,  by  a  certificate  from  the  register  of  the  probate  court 
where  such  agent  is  appointed,  that  the  personal  estate  is  insufficient 
to  pay  the  debts  as  aforesaid,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  they  now 
are  by  law  authorized  to  grant  such  licence  to  the  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators of  deceas'd  persons  :  and  the  agent  is  to  post  notifica- 
tions thirty  days  before  the  sale,  in  fnanner  as  administrators  or  exec- 
utors now  do,  and  to  give  the  preference  to  such  as  will  give  most  for 
the  real  estate  to  be  sold. 
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And  be  U  farther  enacted  6'/  the  mithoriti/  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  every  agent  appointed  as  aforesaid,  in  case  the  The  judge  to 
said  absentee's  estate   shall   appear  insufficient  to  pay  all  the   debts  gioners  to"re""* 
due  therefrom,  shall  represent  the  same  to  the  iudsje  of  probate,  and  ceiveand 

'.i  .  ^    r-  cxainiDe  the 

thereupon  the  said  judge  shall  appouit  two  or  more  fit  persons   com-  claims  of  the 
missioners  to  receive  and  examine  the  claims  of  the  several  creditors  avTgenteeB?^  ^''"^ 
of  such  absentee,  and  how  the  same  are  made  out ;  and  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  adverti[z]  [.s]e  the  times  and  place  of  their  meeting 
to  attend  the  creditors,  in  such  newspaper  or  newspapers  as  the  judge 
of  probate,   in  their   commission,  shall  direct;  and  the  term  of  six,  The  judge  to 
twelve  or  eighteen  months  (as  the  circumstances  may  require)  shall  j'w"r^,f 'or  eigh. 
be  allowed  by  the  judge,  to  the  creditors,  for  brino-ino;  in  and  proving  teen  months,  to 

.  c^r?  L  ry   ^jjg  creditors  for 

their  claims  ;  at  the  end  of  which  limit[i]ed  time  the  said  comm is- proving  their 
siouers  shall  make  their  report,  and  present  a  list,  upon  oath,  to  the  '='"™"- 
said  judge  (of  all  such  claims  as  to  them,  upon  examination,  appeared 
justly  due  and  owing  from  the  absentee) .  who  shall  order  them  meet 
recompence  for  their  care  and  trouble  therein  ;  and,  debts  due  for  rates 
and  taxes  of  every  kind,  and  other  debts  due  to  this  or  other  of  the 
United  American  States,  together  with  the  necessary  charges  accrued 
in  the  agency  being  deducted,  the  residue  and  remainder  the  said 
judge  shall  order  to  be  paid  to  and  among  the  creditors  whose  claims 
shall  be  allowed  as  aforesaid.  And  whatever  creditor  shall  not  make 
out  his  or  her  claim  with  such  commissioners  before  the  full  expira- 
tion of  the  limit[^]ed  time,  shall  be  barred  of  his  or  her  debt,  in  case 
the  said  absentee's  estate  shall  be  insufficient  to  pay  such  claims  as 
the  said  commissioners  shall  allow  ;  or  unless  other  estate  of  the  ab- 
sentee shall  be  found,  not  inventor[i]ed  by  the  agent.  And  no  proc- 
ess in  law  shall  be  allowed  or  maintained  against  the  agent  of  any 
absentee's  insolvent  estate,  in  his  said  capacity  as  aforesaid,  so  long 
as  the  same  shall  be  depending  as  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  5.]     And  in  case  the  absent  person  as  aforesaid  left  a  wife  Toempowerthe 
behind  him,  or  children,  or  other  domesticks,  he  was  oblig[^]'d  to  pro-  bedding? ."""for 
vide  for  and  support,  the  judges  of  probate  in   their  respective  coun-  theuseof  the 
ties    are   authorized   and  impowered  to   allow  bedding,  utensils  and  ^f',-U)sent '""'  ^ 
implements  of  hous[e]hold  furniture,  necessary  to  the  upholding  life,  peisons. 
for  the  use  of  the  wife  and  family  of  the  absent  person  ;  and  the  same 
so  allowed  shall  not  be  accounted  assetts  in  [the]  said  agent's  hands,  nor 
be  subject  to  the  payment  of  debts,  altho' [?<<//<.]  the  estate  prove  in- 
solvent ;  and  may  also  assign  to  the  wife  the  use  and  improvement  of 
one  third  part  of  the  real  estate,  during  the  absence  of  the  husband. 
And  in  cases  where  the  absent  person  had  estate  in  different  counties, 
the  agent  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall  have  the  care  and  management 
of  the  estate  in  each  and  every  count[>'Jy  within   this  state,  and  may 
appoint  one  or  more  agents  under  him,  for  whose  conduct  he  shall  be 
accountable.  ^ 

[Sect.  6.]     And  the  judges  of  probate,  within  their  respective  conn-  judges  of  pro 
ties,  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  impowered  to  interrogate,  upon  tolfifeTrosjat*.-?^ 
oath,  any  person  or  persons  that  shall  be  suspected  by  the  said  agent,  upon  oath",  an'y 
or  any  of  the  creditors  of  the  absentee,  to  have  secreted,  concealed,  pected*to"have 
embezzl[/Jed  or  conveyed  away  money,  goods  or  chatt[ZJe[l]s  of  the  ge"t''eewfflc't8 
absentee,  and  to  call  such  suspected  person   or  persons   before  them 
for  that  purpose ;  and  in  case  such   person  suspected  as   aforesaid 
shall  refuse  to  acquit  him-,  orherself,  on  oath,  before  the  said  judge,  the 
said  judge  is  hereby  authoriz'[e]d  and  iinpovver'[e]d  to  commit  such  To  commit  to 
person  so  refusing  to  swear,  unto  the  goal  of  the  county,  tlierc  to  re-  refusing  to* 
main  until  he  or  she  shall  comply  to  discharge  him-,  or  herself,  upon  «w*^"- 
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Agents  dying,  or 
rendered  inca- 
pable, the  judge 
to  appoint  some 
persons  to  finish 
their  agency. 


The  lessees  to 
hold  the  estates 
until  the  terms 
for  which  they 
are  leased  shall 
expire. 


If  no  agents  are 
appointed  by 
the  10th  of  April, 
1777,  then  the 
committee  of 
correspondence, 
&c.,  to  take  care 
of  said  estates 
of  the  absen- 
tees. 


Agents  to  ac- 
count with  the 
judge. 


Agents  to  make 
necesgary  re- 
pairs of  the 
buildinsfs,  &c., 
upon  absentee's 
estate. 


Judge  to  allow 
rents  for  the 
bt'lter  support 
of  absentee's 
family. 


bath,  as  aforesaid,  or  be  releas[0]'d  by  consent  of  the  agent  or  cred- 
itor aforesaid :  saving,  alway,  unto  any  person  aggrieved  at  any  sen- 
tence, order,  decree  or  denial,  made  by  the  judge  of  probate  respecting 
the  estate  of  any  absent  person,  as  aforesaid,  an  appeal  unto  the  su- 
preme court  of  probate  for  this  state,  in  the  same  way  and  manner 
he,  she,  or  they,  now  may  or  can  appeal  fiom  any  the  judge  of  probate 
of  wills,  in  any  other  matter  or  thing  wherein  the  same  rules  are  to  be 
observed  and  kept  in  the  bringing  forward  and  prosecuting  such  ap- 
peal. And  the  fees  to  the  judge  and  register  of  probate  for  appointing 
an  agent  as  aforesaid,  and  doing  other  business  in  their  respective 
offices  respecting  the  ^istates  of  said  absentees,  shall  be  similar  and 
equal,  in  all  respects,  to  fees  that  now  are  or  may  hereafter  be  by  law 
allow[e]'d  in  granting  administration  upon,  and  settling  the  estates  of, 
intestates  or  persons  dying  insolvent. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  in  case  the  agent  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall  die, 
or  be  otherw[ays][?se]  rendered  incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of 
the  agency,  before  the  same  shall  be  finish [e]'d,  the  said  judge  may  ap- 
point some  other  person  to  finish  the  same.  And  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate may  remove  any  agent,  b}^  him  appointed,  for  misbehavio[w]r, 
and  appoint  another  in  his  place. 

And  tuhereas  the  real  estates  of  such  absent  persons  may  have 
been  leased  out,  agreeable  to  resolutions  of  this  court,  — 

[Sect.  8.]  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  revoke  or  dis- 
annul said  leases,  but  the  lessees  shall  have  and  hold  the  estates  so 
leased  until  the  terms  for  which  they  are  leased  shall  expire  ;  and  the 
stipulated  rents  shall  be  paid  to,  and  received  by,  the  said  agents, 
respectively,  to  be  accounted  for  as  other  personal  estate  of  such  ab- 
sentees. But  in  case  no  agent  shou[Z]'d  be  appointed  by  the  tenth  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  then  the  com- 
mittee of  correspondence,  safety  and  inspection,  of  the  town  or  plan- 
tation where  the  real  estate  of  any  such  absentee  lies,  shall  continue 
to  take  the  care  of  such  estates  until  the  appointment  of  such  agent, 
and  may  lease  out  the  same  for  the  year  ensuing,  and  also  receive  the 
rents  which  are  or  may  become  due  for  the  occupation  or  improve- 
ment of  such  estates,  for  the  terms  for  which  they  have  been  or  shall 
be  leased  by  them  :  2)rovided,  always,  that  if  any  agent  shall  be  ap- 
pointed before  the  payment  of  such  rents,  such  agent  alone  shall  re- 
ceive the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoriti/  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  the  agents  which  shall  be  appointed  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  held  to  account  with  the  judge  of  probate  by  whom  he  shall 
have  been  appointed,  or  his  successors  in  said  office,  when  and  so 
often  as  the  judge  shall  require  in  like  manner  as  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators are  by  law  obliged  to. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  the  agent,  or,  where  there  is  no  agent,  the  com- 
mittee of  correspondence,  safety  and  inspection,  may  make  necessary 
repairs  of  the  buildings  or  fences  upon  any  such  absentee's  estate, 
and  shall  lay  his  account  thereof  before  the  judge  of  probate  for  al- 
lowance. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  in  all  cases  where  the  estate  of  such  absentee  is 
not  insolvent,  the  judge  of  probate  may  allow,  out  -of  the  rents  and 
profits  thereof,  for  the  better  support  of  such  absentee's  wife,  children 
and  servants,  and  others  whom  he  is   by  law  obliged  to  maintain,  re- 
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maining  in  this  state,  and  demeaning  themselves  as  faithful  subjects 
thereof,  such  sum  of  money  as  he  shall  judge  reasonable,  having  re- 
spect to  their  ability  to  support  themselves. 

And  ivhereas  some  evil  disposed  persons,  taking  advantage  of  the 
late  troubles,  have  wickedly  entered  upon  estates  left  as  aforesaid, 
and  made  strip  and  waste  thereon,  and  may  again  be  induced  to  do  the 
like,  — 

Be  it  therefore  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  12.]     That  the  said  agents  may  and  hereby  are  fully  an-  To  empower 
thorized  and  impowerfeTd,  in  their  said  capacitv,  to  commence  and  "g^^s  to  pur 

J,     ,  ,  -,      .  "  sue  actions  of 

pursue  actions  ot  trespass,  trover,  detmue  or  account,  against  such  trespass. 
wrong-doers,  as  fully  to  every  intent  and  purpose  as  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators may  or  can,  in  their  capacities.     [Passed  April  9,  1777. 


CHAPTER     39. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AND  FOR  AMENDMENT  OF  AN  ACT,  PASS'D  IN 
JULY,  A.  D.  177C,  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  IMPOWERING  THE  JUSTICES 
OF  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE  IN  THE  SEV- 
ERAL COUNTIES  IN  THIS  STATE  TO  PERMIT  ONE  OR  MORE  INOCU- 
LATING HOSPITALS  IN  EACH  OF  THE   SAID  COUNTIES." 

Whereas  misch[ei]  [ie]fs  have  arisen  from  some  of  the  hospitals  that  Preamble, 
have  been  permitted  by  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  and  7. '''  ^^^' 
the  peace  in  some  counties  in  this  state,  either  from  the  situation  of 
[the]  said  hospitals,  or  non-observance  of  the  rules  and  regulations 
prescribed  ;  and  there  being  no  provision  made  in  said  act,  for  discon- 
tinuing hospitals  erected  for  inoculation,  nor  any  rules  for  the  justices 
in  permitting  such  hospitals  either  as  to  place,  number  or  time  of 
their  continuance,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1]     That  when  and  so  often  as  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  To  empower 
of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  any  county  in  this  state,  by  an  ap-  general  sessiona 
plication  from  any  town  in  such  county,  regularly  assembled,  where  an  ^fscontiMuTin" 
hospital  is  or  may  hereafter  be  erected  or  permitted  to  be  used  for  in-  ocuiatini?  hos- 
oculating  for  the  small-pox  in  consequence  of  the  said  act,  that  such  ul'-y  fi^d  said 
inoculatino;  hospital  does  not  answer  the  good  purposes  for  which  it  hospitals  do 

•    i       ?    1        -.1         J.  -i.       -i      J.-  1  fi  i-i  not  answer  the 

was  mtended,  either  from  its  situation  or  a  non-observance  ot  the  reg-  intended  pur- 
ulations  prescribed,  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  P"****- 
same  county  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  and  are  hereby  im- 
powered  to  discontinue  such  inoculating  house  or  hospital ;  and  any  Any  person 
person  that  shall  inoculate  or  be  inoculated  for  the  small-pox,  or  that  luch'Sn''/'*'" 
shall  directly  or  indirectly  aid  or  assist  therein  at  such  house  or  hos-  tiniiance,  to 
pital  after  such  discontinuance,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  less  than  five  ,uHk4rth"a" 
pounds  nor  exceeding  fifty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  action,  pre-  ,^°'£^q^^'=^^'^' 
sentmeut  or  indictment  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same  ;  one  moiety 
Lhereof  to  the  use  of  the  prosecutor,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  the  town  in  which  such  house  or  hospital  is  situated, 
together  with  full  costs  of  suit ;  and  in  case  the  party  convict  be  un- 
able to  pay  the  said  forfeiture,  the  said  court  may  order  the  offender 
CO  be  whipped  not  exceeding  twenty  stripes,  and  also  may  put  him  to 
hard  labor  not  exceeding  three  months. 
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Justices  of  tbe 
peace  not  to 
license  the 
erecting  hos- 
pitals without 
the  consent  of 
such  towns 
regularly  ob- 
tained. 

No  Inocul.ating 
hospitals  to  be 
permitted  for  a 
longer  time 
than  six  months. 


Hospitals  to  be 
subject  to 
certain  rules 
and  regulations 
made  by  the 
court  of  general 
sessions  of  the 
peace. 

Physicians  to 
provide  suitable 
persons  as 
cleansers  and 
guards. 

No  person  to  be 
permitted  to 
pass  certain 
limits,  except 
the  physician, 
without  a  certifi- 
cate from  the 
selectmen. 


Penalty  for 
persons  carry- 
ing paper  money 
into  the  hospi- 
tal 


No  person  to 
leave  the  hos- 
pital until  the 
physician  hath 
certified  that  he 
is  properly 
cleansed. 


Patients  to  give 
bond  of  £10 
penalty  to  the 
physician,  to 
oliserve  the  re- 
strictions and 
regulations  of 
the  said  hos- 
pital 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforvsaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  their  several  sessions 
shall  not  hereafter  licence  or  permit  the  erecting  any  hospital,  or  im- 
proving any  house  as  an  hospital,  for  inoculating  for  the  small-pox  in 
any  town,  until  the  consent  and  approbation  of  such  town,  at  a  regu- 
lar town  meeting,  be  had  and  obtained. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  no  inoculating  hospital  in  any  town  be  permitted 
for  a  longer  time  than  six  months,  and  until  the  end  of  the  term  of 
the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  next  after  to  be  held  in  the 
county  wherein  such  hospital  is  situated,  without  being  renewed  by 
the  same  court  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  town  as 
afores[ai]d. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  every  hospital  which  is  or  may  be  licensed  for  the 
purpose  of  inoculation  shall  be  subject  to  the  several  rules  and  regu- 
lations hereinafter  laid  down,  and  to  all  other  rules  and  regulations 
not  repugnant  thereunto,  which  from  time  to  time  shall  be  made  by 
the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  respective  coun- 
ties. 

1st.  That  before  any  hospital  be  opened,  the  ph[i][,v]sician  who 
is  to  have  the  care  of  it  shall  provide  a  cleansing-house,  and,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  in  which  such  hospital 
stands,  suitable  persons  for  cleansers  and  guards. 

2nd.  That  the  selectmen  of  the  town  where  such  hospital  stands 
shall  mark  out  such  limits  round  each  hospital,  as  they  judge  proper, 
beyond  which  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  pass,  except  the 
ph[ij[2/]sician  and  such  as  have  a  certificate  under  his  hand  that  they 
are  free  from  infection  ;  nor  shall  any  person  be  permitted  to  carry 
any  paper  money  into  the  hospital,  on  the  penalty  of  five  pounds,  to 
[to]  be  recovered  by  action,  presentment  or  indictment  in  any  court 
proper  to  try  the  same ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  poor 
of  the  town  where  the  offender  belongs  ;  and  a  red  flag  not  less  than 
one  yard  square  shall  be  hung  out  at  each  hospital,  in  some  con- 
spicuous place. 

3rd.  That  no  person  who  hath  been  inoculated  shall  be  permitted 
to  leave  the  hospital  until  the  ph[i][?/]sician  hath  certified  that  such 
person  hath  been  properly  cleansed  and  shifted  ;  that  the  cleanser  him- 
self shall  not  enter  the  clean-room,  nor  suffer  others  to  enter  it  during 
their  residence  at  the  hospital.  And  when  any  persons  are  ready  to 
shift,  the  cleanser  shall  attend  them  to  the  shifting-room  and  there  re- 
ceive all  the  apparel  worn  by  such  persons  during  their  residence  at 
the  hospital ;  and  after  fumigating,  and  washing  them  with  rum  or 
vinegar,  shall  admit  them  into  the  clean-room  there  to  put'on  clean 
apparel  and  to  be  discharged ;  the  foul  cloaths  to  be  sufficiently 
washed  and  cleansed  and  then  returned  to  the  owners  :  and  nothing  in- 
fected shall  be  burnt. 

4th.  That  no  more  patients  be  admitted  into  any  hospital  at  one 
and  the  same  time  than  can  be  well  accommodated, — preference  to  be 
given  to  town  inhabitants,  and  to  those  who  are  or  may  be  engaged 
as  soldiers  in  the  service  of  this  or  the  United  States  for  the  ensuing 
campaign ;  and  that  a  bond  of  ten  pounds  penalty,  without  sureties, 
shall  be  given  to  the  ph[ij[?/]sician  of  each  hospital,  by  each  patient, 
before  he  is  admitted,  or  by  his  parent,  master  or-guardian,  to  the  use 
of  the  tov/n  where  such  patient  belongs,  to  secure  the  observance  of 
these  regulations  and  such  other  restrictions  and  regulations  as  shall 


[4th  Sess.]  Province  Laws.  — 1776-77.  (J35 

[revolutionary    period  —  ' '  STATE."] 

be  established  by  the  said  ph[i][?/]sician,  from  time  to  time,  under 
the  direction  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the 
respective  county. 

5th.      That  the    ph[i][?/]sician   of  each  hospital   shall  give  bond,  Physicians  to 
with  sureties  in  the  penal  sura  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  the  clerk  of  do^k^o'fVhc"  ''^" 
the  court  of  geueral  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  in  which  (^^ourtof  tiie 
such  hospital  is  situated,  to  the  use  of  such  county,  conditioned  for  the  ff'thrpear'"'"' 


eace. 


faithful  performance  of  each  article  of  these  regulations  and  such  other 
regulations  and  restrictions  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  required  of  him 
by  any  order  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  such  county. 
And  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  sessions  shall  deliver  an  attested  copy 
of  all  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  shall  be  made  by  the  said 
court,  to  the  ph[i]  [?/]sician  of  each  hospital  in  the  same  county,  who 
shall  pay  the  clerk,  for  the  same,  his  usual  fees  for  copying  records  ; 
and  the  ph[i]  [?/]sician  shall  fix  up  such  copy  in  some  conspicuous 
place  in  the  hospital,  and,  if  requested,  shall  also  furnish  the  town 
clerk  of  the  same  town  with  a  copy  thereof,  without  fee  or  reward 

6th.  That  no  patient  be  permitted  to  leave  any  hospital  until  after  Patients  not  to 
three  weeks  from  the  time  the  physician  attending  such  hospital  shall  puarumluhVee 
determine  the  inoculation  took  effect  in  such  patient,  nor  then,  but  weeks attir  the 
under  the  restrictions  and  limitations  aforesaid.     [_Passed  April  11,  detMmimvthe" 

1777.  inoculation  took 

effect. 


CHAPTEK     40. 


AN    ACT  TO    INCORPORATE    THE    PLANTATION  CALL[£]'D    HARTWOOD, 
INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME   OF  WASHINGTON. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  court  that  the  erecting  the  Preamble, 
plantation  called  Hartwood,  with  several  conti[qJ[g']uous  grants,  into 
a  town  will  greatly  contribute  to  the   growth  thereof,  and  remedy 
many  inconveniences   to    which   the    inhabitants    may    be   otherwise 
subject,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  atithority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  plantation  called  Hartwood,  with  several  con-  Boundaries  of 
tig[i]  [?/]ous  grants,  bounded  as  follows  :  begin [//]ing,  on  the  east  side  cau«i'iiart°° 
of  H[aJ[o]usatunnuck  River,  in  the  south  line  of  Pittsfield  and  in  the  rLgg^:^ 
east  line  of  Lenox ;  thence,  running  easterly,  bounding  northerly 
partly  on  Pittsfield  and  partly  on  Ashawillet  Equivalent,  about  nine 
miles  and  an-half  ;  then,  turning  and  running,  southerly,  to  the  north- 
east corner  of  said  Hartwood  ;  thence,  continuing  south,  nineteen  de- 
grees west,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  rods,  to  the  north  line  of  Becket ; 
thence,  west,  bounding  south  on  said  Becket,  four  miles  and  three- 
quarters,  to  the  north-east  corner  of  Becket;  then,  turning  south, 
bounding  east  on  Becket,  two  miles  and  three-quarters,  to  the  north- 
east corner  of  Tyringham  ;  thence,  westerly,  bounding  southerly  on 
Tyringham,  three  miles,  to  the  nortli-easterlyline  of  Great  Barrington  ; 
thence,  north,  [40"*.  40"" .][/' >rty  d'^r/rei'S  fn-ty  minutes]  east,  one  mile 
and  three-quarters,  to  the  north-east  corner  of  said  Great  Barrington, 
bounding  on  said  Great  Barrington  six  hundred  rods,  to  the  south-east 
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To  be  erected 
Into  a  town  by 
the  name  of 
Washington; 
and  the  inhabi- 
tants to  be  in- 
vested with  all 
the  powers,  &c. 
as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  other 
towns. 
Warrant,  by 
whom  issued. 


The  inhabitants 
of  said  planta- 
tion empowered 
to  collect  the 
rates  and  taxes 
heretofore 
agreed  on. 


corner  of  the  Glassworks  Graut,  bound[i/i]g  west,  partly  on  the  Glass- 
works Grant,  and  partly  on  Lenox,  to  the  first-mentioned  corner,  —  be 
and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Washington  ;  and 
that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be  and  hereby  are  invested  with  all  the 
powers,  privile[d]ges  and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  other 
towns  within  this  state  do  enjoy. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Charles  Gutteridge,  Esq'^'"^.,  be  and  hereby  is  im- 
powered  to  issue  a  warrant  to  some  princip[a]l[(?]  inhabitant  of  said 
plantation,  requiring  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  said  inhabitants,  in 
order  to  chuse  such  oflicers  as  by  law  towns  are  impowered  to 
ch[u][oo]se  in  the  month  of  March,  annually. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  plantation  be  and  hereby 
are  impowered  to  collect  all  such  rates  and  taxes,  as  have  been  here- 
tofore agreed  upon  by  said  proprietors,  for  building  a  meeting-house, 
settling  a  minister,  clearing  and  repairing  roads,  —  they  proceeding  by 
the  same  rules  in  collecting  said  taxes  as  proprietors  in  new  planta- 
tions are  obliged  to  observe, — anything  in  the  before-recited  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.     [^Passed  April  12,  1777. 


CHAPTER     41. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ENABLING  TOWNS  TO  RAISE    MONEY  FOR   CARRYING   ON 
THE  PRESENT  WAR. 


Preamble. 


Towns,  etc.,  at 
any  legal  meet- 
ing, shall  vote 
any  sum  for  ihe 
encouragement 
of  men  to  en 
gage  in  the 
S'>rvice  of  the 
United  States. 
]0  Allen,  582. 
l"7S-79  chap. 41. 
AsKcssors  om- 
poweri'd  to 
apportion  such 
sums  upon  the 
inhabitants,  and 
grant  warrants 
to  collect  the 
same. 


Adjudging  all 
grantsand 
assessments  to 
be  legal,  and 
collectors  are 
required  to  exe- 


Whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  laws  of  this  state 
will  fully  authorize  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  in  this  state  to 
assess  upon  the  inhabitants  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  that  have 
been  or  that  hereafter  may  be  voted  by  any  town  for  carrying  on  the 
present  war,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autliority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  when  any  town,  plantation,  district  or  parish,  at 
any  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  shall  vote  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  for  the  encouragement  of  men  to  eugiige  in  the  army,  or  for 
procuring  necessaries  for  carrying  on  the  present  war,  the  assessors 
of  such  town,  plantation,  district  or  parish,  for  the  time  being,  or 
such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  said  town,  plantation,  district  or 
parish  have  or  may  appoint  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  tipportion  and  assess  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
upon  the  inhabitants,  according  to  the  rules  and  methods  prescribed 
by  law  for  apportioning  the  state  tax,  and  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  grant  warrants  for  collecting  the  same,  in  like  manner  as 
tli3  law  directs  for  gathering  other  town  rates  or  assessments. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  all  grants  and  assessments  that  have  been  voted 
iu  times  past,  or  that  hereafter  may  be  voted,  and  assessed,  in  the  sev- 
eral towns,  plantations,  districts  or  parishes,  in  manner  and  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  be  and  hereby  are  adjudged  to  be  legal,  and  that 
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the  law  ou2;ht  [sol  to  be  understood  ;  and  the  collectors  of  the  several  cute  warrants  in 

^        .I-       ->                .                              '  the  8amn  man- 
towns,  plantations,  districts  and  parishes  within  this  state  are  hereby  ncrart  forcoi- 

directed  and  required  to  execute  all  such  warrants  in  the  same  man-  {own'nacsor 

ner  they  are  by  law  obliged  to  execute  warrants  for  collecting  other  assessments. 

town  rates  or  assessments.     \_Passeil  April  2G,  1777. 


CHAPTER     42. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  KC^,  PASSED  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD 
1773,  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  ALE- 
WIVES  AND  OTHER  FISH  IN  IPSWICH  RIVER,  AND  TO  ENCOURAGE 
THE  INCREASE  OF  THE  SAME." 

Whereas  the  said  act  has  in  some  instances  been  found  insufficient  Preamble, 
to  effect  the  beneficial  purposes  thereby  intended,  —  i< -2-73, chap. 5i. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  (tuthority  of  the  same^ 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  owners  or  occupants  of  the  fioom  at  CoF"^.  owners  of  the 
Isaac  Dodge's  Mills,  so  called,  in  the  town  of  Ipswich,  be,  and  they  lo^wTo'fipswich, 
are  hereby,  required,  henceforward,  at  their  own  cost  and  charge,  to  "tihiirown 

Y    .  1  .      ,  n  •  1  -J!  cost,  to  remove 

take  the  sluice-gate  there  entirely  out  of  its  place,  and  remove  it  trom  the  siuice-fiate 
said  floom,  and  keep  it  so  removed,  annually,  the  whole  time  during  f'^o™  said  flume, 
which  it  is  by  said  act  required  to  be  kept  open,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  Penalty, 
the  like  sum  as  by  said  act  is  imposed  for  their  not  keeping  it  open 
according  to  the  directions  of  said  act,  in  like  manner  to  be  recovered 
and  disposed  of. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  2  ]  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  catch  any  alewives  or  Passage  in  the 
other  fish,  at  any  of  the  sluice-waj's  or  passages  made  and  kept  open,  "'piop^ifor^ 
in  the  mill-dams  across  said  river,  for  the  passing  of  such  fish,  nor  theHsh,  atthe 

•   1  .  n  «     1  ,  1         T         ,.  •  T      1     •  proper  season. 

Within  twenty  feet  of  the  mouths  or  heads  of  said  sluice-ways  or  pas- 
sages, respectively,  in  the  times  during  which  by  said  act  they  are  re- 
quired to  be  kept  open. 

TSect.    3.1     That   the    persons   appointed    in  each  town  through  Towns tochooee 

i-i  .,      .-"  n,,  .  ,.  •    ,       •j_    1  J.  ^^     J.  persons  to  see 

which  said  river  and  the  streams  emptying  into  it  do  run,  to  see  that  that  this  act  be 
the  passage-ways  for  alewives  and  other  fish  be  kept  open,  &c.,  be  observed, 
and  hereby  are  impowered  and  directed  to  appoint  the  proper  place  or 
places,  in  their  respective  towns,  upon  said  river  and  streams,  for  tak- 
ing of  alewives  and  other  fish  which  usually  do  or  shall  pass  up  the 
same  to  the  natural  ponds  to  cast  their  spawn  :  saving  that  none  shall 
be  taken  at  the  sluice-ways  or  passages  aforesaid,  or  within  twenty 
feet  thereof,  as  above  is  provided. 

[Sect.  4.]     That  such  fish  sliall  be  taken  in  said  river  and  streams  On  what  days 
only  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  during  the  times  said  to'be  taken  Hi'' 
passage-ways  are  by  law  required  to  be  kept  open    (and  then  only  s"'*!  '"'^er. 
with  scoop  uet[t]s),  on  pain  that  every  person  offending  in  any  of  the 
particulars  aforementioned  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of   forty  Penalty, 
shillings,  for  each  offence  committed  on  Ipswich  River  aforesaid,  and 
twenty  shillings,  for  each  offence  committed  on  any  of  the  streams  run- 
ning into  said  river:  these  penalties  to  be  to  the  use  of  him  or  them  Disposition  of 
who  shall  sue  for  the  same  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  '*>'''»'"^8- 
county  where  the  ofifence  shall  be  committed.     [^Passed  May  2, 1777. 


638 


Province  Laws.  —  1776-77.         [Chap.  43.] 

[REVOLUTIONAKY    PEIRIOD  —  ' '  STATE."] 


CHAPTEK    43. 


AN    ACT    TO    SUPPLY    THE     TREASURY     WITH     THE     SUM    OF    FIFTY 
THOUSAND    POUNDS. 


Preamble, 


Treasurer  em- 
powered to 
borrow  £50,000. 


Whereas  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  support  tlie  public [k]  credit  of 
this  state,  and  to  prevent  the  making  another  emission  of  bills  of 
credit,  that  the  treasurer  thereof  should  be  impowered  to  borrow  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  pounds,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  a^fsejnbled,  and  by  tlie  avthority  of  the  same, 

[bECT.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
impowered  and  directed,  on  the  credit  thereof,  to  borrow,  from  such 
persons  as  shall  be  willing  to  lend  the  same,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
thousand  pounds  ;  which  sum  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  impowered 
to  give  his  receipts  or  obligations  for,  in  the  form  following  ;  viz.,  — 


Form  of  the 
notes  to  be  by 
him  given. 


State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  daj-  of  ,1777. 

Borrowed  and  received  of  ,  the  sum  of  ,  lor 

the  use  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay  ;  and,  in  behalf  of  said  state,  I 
do  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  said  office  of 
ti'easurer,  to  repay  the  said  ,  or  his  order,  the  said  sum  of 

,  upon  the  tenth  day  (if  May,  1782,  with  interest  at 
six  per  centum  per  annum,  the  interest  to  be  paid  annually. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

Committee. 


A.  B.,  I 
C.  D.,  I 


Committee  to 
countersign  the 
enme. 


Tax  (o  be  levied 
on  polls  and 
estates. 


Tax  to  be  levied 
on  jiolls  and 
estatee. 


—  which  shall  be  printed  upon  the  best  paper  which  can  be  had  for 
that  purpose,  and  a  suitable  border  round  the  same. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  David  Cheever  and  David  Jeffries,  Esqrs.,  be  a 
committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  form  afore- 
said is  prescribed,  before  the  treasurer  fill  them  up  ;  of  which  notes  a 
counterpart,  indented,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  per- 
sonal, within  this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportions 
on  the  several  towns  and  other  places  within  this  state  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their 
session  in  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  to  be 
paid  into  the  public[k]  treasury  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

And  it  is  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their  session 
in  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  some  time 
before  the  tenth  day  of  September,  in  that  year,  shall  not  agree  and 
conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums  which  by  this  act  are 
engaged  at  the  above-mentioned  times  to  be  apportioned,  assessed, 
levied  and  paid,  then  and  in  such  case  each  town  and  other  place  in 
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this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both 
real  and  personal  within  their  limits,  the  same  proportion  of  said  sum 
as  such  towns  and  other  places  were  taxed  in  the  tax  act  then  last 
prcce[e]ding. 

[.Sect.  5.]     And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  impow-  Treasurer  eoi. 
ered  and  directed,  some  time  in  said  month  of  September,  one  thou-  fssue  Ws  war- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eightj^-one,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  war-  rants. 
rants,  directed  to  the  assessors  or  selectmen  of  each  town  and  other 
place  within  this  state,  or  to  some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  such 
places  where  there  are  no  selectmen  or  assessors,  requiring  them  to 
assess  the  polls  and  estates  within  their  several  towns  and  other  places, 
for  their  respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sums  before  engaged 
to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  time  mentioned  in  this  act ;  and  the 
assessors,  as  also  all  persons  assessed,  shall  observe,  be  governed  by, 
and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given 
in  the  then  last  prece[e]ding  tax  act. 

A)id  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  no  bills  of  public  credit  shall  be  received  in  pay-  BiHs  of  credit  o 
ment  of   the  tax  above  mentioned,  excepting  bills  of   credit  of  the  8mtYa"andof 
United  States  established  by  the  American  Congress  and  the  bills  of  thu  Btate  to  be 

rccpivt'd  in 
credit  of   this  state.  payments. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  the  said  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  each  How  to  be 
part  thereof,  shall  be,  when  so  borrowed,  appropriated  to  the  payment  appropriated, 
of  all  such  warrants  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  drawn  on  said  treas- 
ury, according  to  law,  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  war  and  this 
government,  agreeable  to  the  acts  and  grants  of  the  general  assembly. 
[Passed  3Iay  2,  1777. 


CHAPTER    44. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT 
THE  FORGING  AND  ALTERING  BILLS  OF  PUBLIC [KJ  CREDIT,  AND 
FOR  PREVENTING  THE  DEPRECIATION  THEREOF,  AND  FOR  MAKING 
THE  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  OF  THE  UNITED  COLONIES,  AND  THE  BILLS 
OF  THIS  GOVERNMENT,  A  TENDER  IN  ALL  PAYMENTS; "  AND  FOR 
REPEALING  AND  DISANNULLING  A  RESOLVE  OF  THE  LATE  PRO- 
VINCIAL CONGRESS,  FOR  MAKING  THE  BILLS  OF  OTHER  COLONIES 
A  TENDER  IN  THIS  COLONY  OR  STATE. 

Whereas  the  penalties  provided  in  said  act  may  be  insufficient  for  Preamble, 
the  purposes  therein  intended,  —  1775.76. chap. is. 

Be  it  therefore  enac'ed  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  whosoever  shall  presume  to  forge  or  counterfeit  Feiony  for  coun- 
any  note  or  bill  described  in  said  act,  already  emitted  or  that  may  credu.'"^  *""*** 
hereafter  be  emitted,  or  [that']  shall  council,  advise,  assist  in,  or  pro-  109  Mass., .3-27. 
cure,  the  forging,  counterfeiting,  imprinting  or  signing  any  such  false 
note  or  bill,  or  engrave  any  plate,  or  make  any  instrument,  to  be  used 
in  counterfeiting  or  forging  any  such  note  or  bill,  every  person  so 
offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted  as  in  said  act  provided,  shall  be 
adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  suffer  the  pains  of  death. 
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Reward  for  in- 
forraation. 


No  other  bills 
than  those  of 
the  United 
States,  and  the 
bills  of  this 
government,  to 
be  made  a  ten- 
der after  the 
first  day  of  July, 
1777. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tJie  authority  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  2.]  ThateA-ery  person  coiivicted  of  knowingly  [ut][a7]tering  * 
any  counterfeit  or  forged  note  or  bill,  or  of  altering  or  increasing  the 
sum  or  figures  set  and  expressed  in  any  note  or  bill,  or  of  forging  or 
counterfeiting  any  hand,  name,  or  stamp,  or  other  private  mark,  that 
has  or  may  be  made  or  set  thereon,  as  expressed  in  said  act,  shall  for 
either  of  said  offences  be  set  in  the  pillory  in  some  market  town  for 
the  space  of  one  hour,  and  there  have  one  of  his  ears  cut  off,  and  also 
the  end  of  the  thumb  of  his  right  hand  at  the  root  of  the  nail,  and  be 
publickly  whipped  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  and  also  shall 
have  and  suffer  imprisonment  for  the  space  of  six  months,  without 
bail  or  mainprize. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesuid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  whosoever  shall  make  discovery  and  give  infor- 
mation of  any  person  concerned  in  engraving  any  plate,  or  making  any 
instrument,  design'd  to  be  used  in  counterfeiting  or  forging  any  note 
or  bill  described  in  the  aforesaid  act,  or  of  any  person  using  such 
plate,  instrument,  or  any  press,  in  counterfeiting  money,  so  that  the 
person  guilty  thereof  shall  be  brought  to  justice  and  convicted,  every 
such  informer  shall  receive,  as  a  reward  therefor,  out  of  the  treas- 
ur[y][e;-]  of  this  state,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  on  producing  to  the 
council  a  certificate,  from  the  court  before  whom  the  conviction  shall 
be,  that  such  person  did  inform  of  such  offence,  according  to  this  act 
and  the  act  to  which  it  refers  ;  and  if  such  informer  shall  likewise 
find,  or  cause  to  be  found,  the  plates  or  instruments  made  use  of  in 
the  impression  of  such  counterfeit  bills  or  notes,  and  produce  like 
proof  thereof  to  the  council  of  this  state,  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  receive, 
an  additional  reward  therefor  out  of  the  said  treasury,  the  further 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds.  And  whosoever  shall  discover,  and  in 
like  manner  bring  to  conviction,  any  person  guilty  of  any  other  breach 
of  this  act,  and  produce  a  certificate  thereof  to  the  council,  as  afore- 
said, shall  receive  out  of  the  public[k]  treasury,  as  a  reward  therefor, 
the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  many  inconveniences  may  result  to  this  state  from 
having  other  bills  of  credit  than  those  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
this  state,  a  tender,  as  frauds  in  the  bills  of  other  governments,  from 
various  causes,  are  with  more  difl^culty  discovered, — 

Be  it  tlierefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  no 
other  bills  of  credit  than  those  of  the  United  States,  established  by  the 
American  Congress,  and  the  bills  of  this  government,  shall  be  a 
tender  to  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  any  action  brought  for  the  recovery  of 
any  money,  or  species  of  money,  due  by  deed  or  simple  contract,  or 
other  way  or  manner  ;  and  that  the  resolve  of  the  late  provincial 
congress  of  this  state,  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  making  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  sev- 
eral colonies,  excepting  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  a  tender  in  this 
colony  or  state,  be  and  the  said  resolve  is  hereby,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
making  such  bills  of  such  colonies  a  tender  in  this  colony  or  state,  re- 
pealed, and  declared  null  and  void.     [Passed  May  6,  1777. 

*  In  the  bill,  this  word  1p,  clearly,  '<  iittcnng";  Imt  in  the  ensrrossment,  the  first 
raem^icr  c^f  the  rapital  "  U,"  the  fir.^t  letter  of  the  \\o\-(\,  has  a  flouri-h  to  the  left,  which 
makes  the  word  bo  duiihtlul  that  it  may  be  read  either  "  uttering  "  or  "  alttering."—  Ed. 
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CHAPTER     45. 

AN  ACT  FOR  TAKING  UP  AND  RESTRAINING  PERSONS  DANGEROUS  TO 

THIS  STATE. 

Whereas,  at  a  time  when  the   public[k]    enemy  have  actually  in-  Preamble, 
vaded  some  of  our  neighbouring  states,  and  thi-eaten  an  invasion  of  this 
state,  the  safety  of  the  Commonwealth  requires  that  a  power  be  some- 
where lodged  to  apprehend  and  imprison  any  persons  whose  enlarge- 
ment is  dangerous  to  the  community,  — 

Ba  it  therefori'.  enacted  bi/  the  Council  and  Houne  of  Representatives 
in  G<n"ral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  council  may,  from  time  to  time,  issue  their  Council  to  issue, 
•warrant,  under  the  great  seal  of  this  state,  signed  by  the  president  of  sTalo'f  t^hi'afuie! 
the  council,  for  the  time  being,  and  directed  to  any  sheriff  or  deputy  8ign*;d  by  the 
sheriff  within  this  state,  or  to  any  other  person,  by  name,  to  command  wifrrantt'o'* 
and  cause  to  be  ai>prehcuded,  and  committed  to  anv  goal  within  this  apprehend  and 

^  *  Jo  commit  sua- 

state,  any  person  whom  the  council  shall  deem  the  safety  of  the  Com-  picious  pLTsons. 

monwealth  requires  should  be  restrained  of  his  personal  liberty,  or 

whose  enlargement  within  this  state  is  dangerous  thereto.     And  the  Sheriff  empow. 

sheriff,  deputy  sheriff  or  any  other  person  to  whom  such  warrant  shall  andV°'iaHy  in'^' 

be  directed,  is  hereby  authori[s][2;]ed  and  impowered,  whenever  he  case  of  refusal. 

shall  judge  it  proper,  to  require  the  aid  and  assistance  of  such  and  so 

many  of  the  subjects  of  this  state,  in  executing  the  same,  as  he  shall 

judge  proper,  who  are  herel)y  required  to  give  such  aid  and  assistance, 

when  thereto  requested,  under  a  penalty  not  less  than  five  pounds, 

nor  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  indictment  before 

the  superior  court  of  judicature,  &c.,  or  a  court  of  general  sessions 

of  the, peace  ;   one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  prosecutor,  and  the 

other  moiety  to  the  use  of  this  state. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2  ]     That  any  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  or  any  other  person,  to  Sheriff  empow 
whom  such  warrant  shall  be  directed,  shall  have  full  power  to  break  open'houses^ 
open  any  dwelling-house,  or  other  building  or  apartment,  by  day  or  hj 
night,  in  which  they  shall  suspect   any  person  required  to  be  appre- 
hended by  such  warrant  is  concealed,  first  demanding  entrance  there- 
into, if  any  person  should  appear. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  any  person  who  shall  be  apprehended  and  im-  Persons  com. 
prisoned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  continued  in  imprisonment,  without  bail  ma/ninYail!' 
or  mainpri[sir2;le,  until  he  shall  be  discharged  therefrom  bv  order  of  without  bail  or 

■  1  ^  p-'S  -'  ,  ,  ^  '  mainprize. 

council  or  of  the  general  court. 

[Sect.  4.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
one  year  from  the  tenth  day  of  May,  A.  Dom.,  1777.  {^Passed  May 
9,  1777. 
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CHAPTEE   46. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  FOR  AMENDING  AND  MORE  EFFECTU- 
ALLY CARRYING  INTO  EXECUTION,  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  TO 
PREVENT  MONOPOLY  AND  OPPRESSION,"  MADE  IN  THE  PRESENT 
YEAR. 

Pnambie.  Whereas  it  appears  that  the  prices  at  which   sundry  articles  are 

"  -'  .c  ap.  .  ^^g^-|  }jj  ^jjg  ^^.^  ^Q  prevent  monopoly  and  oppression  are  not  adequate 
to  the  expence  which  will  hereafter  probably  be  incurred  in  procuring 
such  articles,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
ill  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
Selectmen  and  [Sect.  1.]  That  the  selectmen  and  committees  of  correspondence, 
Beiiie  and  affix,  &c.,of  the  scvcral  towus  in  this  state,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, im- 
tuwns'^on^ceTn'  P*-*wered  to  Settle  and  affix,  in  their  respective  towns,  or.ce  in  two 
two  months,  the  mouths,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  the  price  of  farming  and 
iabor,°Ita,™nd^  other  labour,  the  price  at  which  poultry,  flour,  and  iron,  either  im- 
post up  the  same  ported  by  land  or  water  into  such  town,  or  manufactured  therein,  may 
piawfiM  their''  be  sold  for,  haviug  respect  to  the  quality  of  such  flour  and  iron  ;  and 
towM^'^^  that  said  selectmen  and  committees  cause  the  prices   by  them  affixed 

and  settled  for  said  articles,  to  be  posted  up  in  some  public  place  or 
places  in  their  respective  towns,  and  six  days  at  least  before  such 
prices  are  to  take  effect ;  and  that  the  price  of  the  several  kinds  of 
smith's  work  be  set  by  the  selectmen  and  committees  of  the  several 
towns  in  this  state,  as  the  price  affixed  by  them  to  iron  may,  in  their 
opinion,  make  it  necessary;  and  also  the  prices  beyond  which  inn- 
holders  may  not  exceed,  in  disposing  of  mixed  liquors  to  travellers 
and  others,  in  their  respective  towns. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Prices  of  articles       [Sect.   2.*i     That  the   following  articles  be  hereafter  sold   at  the 

itated.  •  j>    11        .  T  1  .  ■    rn 

prices  following,  or  not  exceeding  such  prices  ;  viz'-'-'., — 

Fleece  wool,  at  two  shillings  and  twopence  per  pound. 

Tann[e]'d  hides,  at  one  shilling  and  fourpence  per  pound. 

Rye,  at  six  shillings  per  bushel,  deliver[e]'d  at  market. 

Fresh  pork,  at  fivepence  per  pound,  deliver[e]'d  at  market. 

Cocoa,  at  seven  pound  per  [ct.]  [^Jmndred  iveight'],  [and]  chocolate, 
at  two  shillings  per  pound,  by  wholesale,  and  two  shillings  and  two- 
pence per  pound,  b}^  retail. 

Coffee,  at  one  shilling  and  fourpence  per  pound,  Iw  wholesale,  and 
one  shilling  and  eightpence  per  pound,  by  retail. 

Cotton,  at  three  shillings  and  sixpence  per  pound,  by  wholesale,  and 
four  shillings  per  pound,  by  retail. 

Best  American  made  cheese,  at  eightpence  per  pound,  by  the  sjjigle 
cheese. 

Butter,  at  teupence  per  pound,  by  the  firkin,  and  on^i  shilling  per 
pound,  by  the  single  pound. 

Oats,  two  shillings  and  fourpence  per  bushel,  at  market. 

Flax,  at  one  shilling  and  twopence  per  pound,  at  market. 

Tow  cloth,  yard  wide,  and  good,  at  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per 
yard ;  and  others  of  different  widths  and  goodness  in  a  usual  propor- 
tion. 

Good,  homespun,  yard-wide,  cotton  and  linnen  cloth,  at  four  shil- 
lings per  yard  ;  and  other  widths  in  a  usual  oroportion. 
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For  keeping  two  oxen,  a  night,  or  twenty-four  hours,  in  Boston,  at 
good  English  hay,  two  shillings  and  eightpence. 

All  spirits  distilled  iu  New  England,  other  than  rum,  to  be  at  the 
same  price  and  under  the  same  regulations,  iu  all  respects,  ^s  are  pro- 
vided for  New-England  rum 

Teaming  work,  at  two  shillings  for  a  ton  weight,  a  mile,  when  the 
distance  is  more  than  forty  miles,  and  not  otherwise  ;  and  this  to  last 
only  till  the  first  of  June  next. 

Good,  merchantable,  West- India  rum.  at  eight  shillings  per  gallon,  by 
the  hogshead,  including  the  cask,  and  eight  shillings  and  twopence, 
by  the  barrel,  exclusive  of  the  barrel,  and  nine  shillings,  by  the  single 
gallon,  and  two  shillings  and  threepence  by  the  single  quart,  and  so  in 
proportion  for  a  less  quantity,  according  to  the  former  custom  and 
usages  for  retailing  smaller  quantities  :  saving,  an  allowaTJce  of  one 
penny  a  gallon  for  every  ten  miles  the  same  shall  be  carried,  by  land- 
carriage,  from  the  first  port  of  delivery. 

Molasses  of  the  best  quality,  at  three  shillings  and  eightpence  a  gal- 
lon, by  the  hogshead,  including  the  cask,  and  four  shillings  by  the  bar- 
rel, exclusive  of  three  shillings  for  the  barrel,  and  four  shillings  and 
fourpence  by  the  single  gallon,  —  at  the  place  where  it  is  first  landed 
from  the  West  Indies  ;  and  so,  iu  proportion,  in  the  country,  allowing 
one  penny  a  gallon  for  every  ten  miles  transportation,  by  land,  into  the 
country,  or  from  the  place  where  it  is  so  landed. 

New-England  rum,  at  four  shillings  and  twopence  a  gallon,  by  the 
hogshead  or  barrel,  exclusive  of  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence  for 
the  hogshead,  or  four  shillings  and  fourpence  for  the  barrel ;  and  four 
shillings  and  tenpence  [pence]  by  the  single  gallon,  at  the  town  where 
the  same  is  distilled  ;  and  so  in  like  proportion  for  smaller  quantities, 
according  to  the  old  and  approved  customs  for  retailing  smaller  quan- 
tities, —  allowing  one  penny,  each  ten  miles,  for  every  gallon  that  has 
been  or  may  be  transported,  by  land,  from  the  place  of  distillery. 

Best  Muscovado   sugar,   at  sixty-six  shillings  a  hundred,  by  the  Muscovado 
hogshead,  and  seventy-two  shillings,  by  the  single  hundred,  and  ten-  ^"^^''• 
pence  per  pound  by  the  single  pound,  —  at  the  place  where  it  is  first 
landed  ;  and  allowing  ninepence  for  the  transporting  of  every  hundred 
weight  ten  miles  by  land-carriage  :  and  sugars  of  an  inferior  qualit}' 
in  the  usual  proportion. 

Brimstone  shall  be  consider [e]'d  as  included  under  the  denomina-  Brimstone. 
tion  of   military  stores,  in  the  first-mentioned  act,    and  the  prices 
whereof  are  not  limit[^]ed  by  said  act. 

And  the  prices  here  affixed,  or  which  may,  by  the  selectmen  and  Prices  set  by 
committees,  be  affixed,  to  any  article,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  the  to'be^^ke'n^as'* 
prices  above  which 'such  ai-ticle  may  not  be  sold;  anything  in  said  the  prices, 
act  for  preventing  monopoly  and  oppression  to  the  contrar}-  notwith- 
standing ;    and  any  person  offending  against  the  same  shall  be  liable 
to  the  penalties  provided  by  said  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  when  any  store,  warehouse,  or  other  building  shall  Upon  opening 
be  opened,  by  warrant  from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  manner  pre-  bcMnalieVo^any' 
scribed  in  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  made  in  addition,  or  dwelling-  prsons apply, 
house  or  other  building  and  apartment,  which  they  are  hereby,  in  like 
manner,  imi)owered  to  enter,  the  selectmen  may  not  only  sell  and  dis- 
pose to  the  necessitous   person   applying  therefor,  but  to  all  others 
who  shall  appear  to  purchase,  by  retail  in  small  quantities ;  and  also 
to  inuholders,  rum,  by  the  barrel,  and  to  bakers,  flour,  by  the  barrel, 
upon  the  day  of  executing  the  said  warrant.     And  no  distiller  that  Distillers  not  to 
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sell  by  the 
barrel,  unleas. 


Committees 
vested  with  all 
the  powers,  in 
case. 


These  extraor- 
dinary powers 
to  be  use'i  in 
cases  of  the  last 
necessity. 


Provision  made 
in  ra»e  the 
artiek's  applied 
for  are  not  the 
property  of  the 
poBsessor, 


retails,  shall  be  subjected  or  compelled  to  sell  rum  by  the  barrel, 
unless  he  has  more  than  one  hundred  gallons  on  hand  ;  nor  shall  any 
other  retailer  of  rum  or  molasses  be  subjected  or  compelled  to  sell  by 
the  barrel,  unless  he  has  two  hundred  gallons  of  each  on  hand  ;  and  in 
places  or  plantations  where  there  are  no  selectmen  the  committees  of 
correspondence,  &c.,  are  to  execute  all  the  powers  given  selectmen, 
or  committees  and  selectmen,  jointly,  by  this  or  tlie  former  act ;  and 
if  none  of  the  aforesaid  enumerated  articles  shall  be  found  upon  open- 
ing any  such  store,  warehouse,  &c.,  as  has  been  before  described, 
the  possessor,  for  refusing  to  open  the  same,  shall  pay  charges. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  atdlionty  aforesai'l, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  powers  and  authorities  by  the  last  pre- 
ce[e]ding  paragraph  granted  to  selectmen  and  committees,  can  only 
be  justified  in  cases  wherein  the  very  existence  of  the  community  is 
depending;  and  must,  whenever  adopted,  be,  in  its  nature,  short  and 
temporary,  and  cannot,  with  au}'^  propriety  consistent  with  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  common  rights  of  men.  be  adopted  but  only  in  cases 
wherein  the  avarice  and  wickedness  of  a  few  endanger  the  ruin  and 
destruction  of  the  state  ;  and  therefore  that  this  instance  sliall  not,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  be  drawn  into  precedent,  excepting  in  cases  of 
like  necessity. 

Provided^  always,  — - 

[Sect.  5.]  That  if  the  possessor  of  any  store,  warehouse,  &c., 
who  may  be  requested  to  open  the  same,  or  either  of  them,  by  the 
selectmen  or  committee,  as  in  the  case  before  mentioned,  shall,  upon 
opening  the  store,  warehouse,  &c.,  assert  that  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  said  enumerated  articles  therein  contained,  are  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  then  the  said  selectmen  and  com- 
mittees shall  stay  all  further  procedure  thereon  ;  and  if  the  possessor 
of  such  store,  warehouse,  &c.,  shall,  upon  opening  the  same,  declare 
that  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  enumerated  articles  contained, 
are  the  property  of  any  other  person,  and  shall  declare  to  whom  they 
belong,  then  the  selectmen  and  committee  shall  stay  all  further  pro- 
cedure on  the  articles  asserted  to  be  the  property  of  another,  till  they 
shall,  in  person  or  by  writing,  apply  to  the  person  or  persons  thus 
declared  to  be  the  owner  of  such  articles,  representing  that  they  are 
wanted  for  the  present  consumption  of  the  inhabitants,  and  request- 
ing the  sale  thereof ;  and  if  the  person  thus  applied  to,  being  the 
owner  thereof,  after  receiving  such  request,  shall  neglect  or  refuse, 
in  a  reasonable  time,  in  the  judgment  of  a  major  part  of  the  select- 
men and  committee  of  the  town  where  the  articles  are,  to  give  licence 
for  the  sale  of  such  articles  at  the  prices  stated  in  the  said  act,  then 
the  selectmen^  or  committee  aforesaid,  shall  proceed  as  is  before 
directed  where  the  possessor  refused  to  sell  his  own  goods  ;  and  in 
case  the  owner  of  said  articles  is  not  to  be  found,  the  selectmen,  or 
committee  aforesaid,  shall  give  notice  in  the  public  newspapers,  three 
weeks  successively,  enumerating  the  articles,  mentioning  the  place 
where  they  are  deposited,  that  they  are  wanted  for  the  present  use 
and  consumption  of  the  inhabitants,  and  calling  on  the  owner  thereof 
forthwith  to  sell  them  himself,  or  to  authorize  some  other  person  to 
sell  them,  at  the  prices  fixed  by  said  act ;  and  in  case  no  person  or 
persons  shall  appear,  authorized  to  sell  said  articles,  in  a  reasonable 
time  after  such  adverti[z]  [s]ement,  in  the  judgment  of  the  major 
part  of  the  aforesaid  selectmen  or  committee,  then  they  shall  apply  to 
some  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  same  county,  for  a  warrant  to  take 
the  same,  and  proceed  thereon  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  ;  and  after 
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paying  such  charges  as  in  the  former  act  are  mentioned,  and  the  cost 
of  adverti[z][.s]ing,  the  selectmen,  or  committee  aforesaid,  shall  pa}^ 
the  overplus  into  the  public  treasury  of  this  state,  taking  two  receipts 
therefor,  one  whereof  to  be  lodged  in  the  secretary's  office,  there  to 
remain  til!  some  person  shall  make  it  appear  that  he  is  legally  intitled 
to  the  same,  or  till  the  further  order  of  this  court.     And  if  the  pos-  Penalty  in  case 
sessor  of  any  store,  warehouse,  &c.,  who  may  be  applied  to  as  above  [forfi^K^vc'^by 
described,  shall  knowingly  give  false  intelligence  concerning  the  prop-  the  possessor  of 
erty  of  any  goods  in  his  custody,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  the  ^"°  *■ 
value  of  the  goods  concerning  which  he  shall  give  such  false  intelli- 
gence ;  one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  prosecutor,  the  other  half 
to  the  use  of  th[e]  [is']  state,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  proper  to 
try  the  same. 

Be  it  further  enacted  b]/  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  6.]     That  if  any  person,  in  selling  any  of  the  said  enumer-  No  unusual 
ated  articles,  shall  ask  or  receive  any  sum  beyond  that  which  is  lim-  "(rbp'm 01101*0 
itted  by  the   first-mentioned  act,  or  by  this  act,  on  pretence  of  any  ev-tde  the  |, lain 

*  intent  ot  tLiis  oi* 

unusual  consideration,  or  iu  any  way  or  manner  which  has  not  been  the  former  act. 

for  several  years  last  past  commonly  practi[s][c]ed  between  buyer 

and  seller,  or  shall  use  any  different  method,  in  disposing  thereof,  from 

what  has  been  commonly  known  and  approved,  so  as  to  evade  the 

plain  meaning  and  intent  of  the  said  act,  such  person  shall  be  deemed 

a  transgressor,  and  suffer  such  penalties  as  are  in  the  first-mentioned 

act  provided. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  7.]     That  when  any  vessel  that  is  private  property   shall  Vessels  import- 
arrive  into  any  harbour  in  this  state,  the  owner  or  master  shall  lay  w-.fk  b'lUk'ilrui'i 

before  the  selectmen,  or  committee,  of  the  town  where  such  vessel  shall  report  is  made 

'  '  •       1  1      '°  ^"^  select- 

arrive,  or  a  special  committee  of  thi'ee  or  five  of  them,  appomted  by  men,  etc. 

a  major  part  for  this  purpose,  a  compleat  manifest  of  all  the  goods  on 
board ;  and  shall  not  break  bulk,  for  any  other  purpose,  till  the  said 
selectmen  or  committee  have  returned,  to  the  owner  or  master,  a 
schedule  of  all  the  articles  therein  contained,  which  they  have  been 
requested  by  the  continental  agents,  or  the  Board  of  War,  to  reserve 
for  the  army :  and  if  any  person  shall  break  bulk  before  the  said 
selectmen  or  committee  shall  have  returned  a  schedule  as  aforesaid 
(provided  the  said  schedule  shall  be  returned  within  twenty-four 
hours) ,  or  if  any  article  therein  mentioned  is  otherwise  disposed  of 
than  to  the  said  selectmen  or  committee,  or  some  person  in  their 
behalf,  agreeable  to  the  said  acts,  in  such  case  the  owner  or 
master  thereof  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  that  for  which  such 
article [s]  shall  have  been  [so]  sold;  and  the  remainder  of  the 
cargo  shall  be  sold  to  such  persons  as  have  conformed  them- 
selves to  the  prices  in  these  acts  regulated.  And  wlienever  it  Notorious  trans, 
shall  bo  made  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  selectmen  and  Snowed  t'.n'ur- 
committee  of  such  town,  that  any  person  has,  knowingly,  violated  ehase,  unless, 
the  said  act,  the  selectmen  and  committee  shall  keep  a  fair  record 
of  the  names  of  all  such  persons,  and  give  a  true  copy  thereof 
to  the  owner  or  master  of  every  cargo  that  shall  arrive  as  afore- 
said, directing  him  or  them  not  to  sell  to  any  of  those  persons 
any  article  whatever  until  such  vio'at[e][oJr[s]  shall  have  made 
satisfaction  for  such  his  misconduct,  and  given  assurance  for  his 
future  observance  to  this  and  the  former  act,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  selectmen  and  committee.  And  if  any  owner  or  master,  or  any 
person  in  their  behalf,  shall  sell  to  any  person  who  is  borne  on  such 
co[)y,  or  such  person  as  shall  be  knowingly  employed  by  them,  any 
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Persons  to  be 
chosen  to  see 
this  act  put  in 
execution,  and 
to  prosecute 
the  violators 
thereof. 


Mode  of  con- 
viction in  cer- 
tain cases.. 


Special  matter 
In  evidence  may 
be  given  under 
the  general 
issue. 


No  execution  to 
issue  after  June 
15,  unless  oath 
be  made. 


article  remaiaing  of  said  cargo,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal 
to  that  for  wliich  every  article  shall  be  so  sold. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  there  shall  be  elected,  some  time  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  June  next,  in  each  town  and  plantation  within  this  state, 
three,  five,  or  seven  persons,  who  shall  be  under  oath  to  prosecute  all 
breaches  of  this  act,  and  of  the  •'  act  for  preventing  monopoly  and 
oppression,"  which  shall  come  to  their  knowledge,  or  of  which  tlicy 
shall  receive  information  ;  and  each  person  so  chosen  shall  execute 
said  office  until  the  annual  March  meeting  in  their  respective  towus, 
when  other  persons  shall  be  chosen  and  sworn  in  their  stead  ;  and 
such  persons  shall  afterwards  be  chosen,  annually,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  said  act ;  and  any  person  chosen  into  said  office,  and  refusing 
to  serve  therein,  or  to  take  spjid  oath,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  like  manner,  and  to  the  same  use, 
that  penalties  for  not  serving  in  other  town  offices  are  to  be  recov- 
ered and  applied  ;  and  the  said  committee  shall  be  intitled  to  such 
proportion  of  the  penalty  recovered  by  any  prosecution,  as  by  either 
of  said  acts  are  given  to  the  person  who  may  prosecute  for  any 
breaches  thereof ;  and  when  any  person  chosen  to  said  office  shall  re- 
fuse to  serve  therein,  the  town  to  which  he  belongs,  shall  choose 
some  other  person  in  his  place,  and  so  as  often  as  the  case  may 
require. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  9,]  That  when  any  person  shall  prosecute  another  for  vio- 
lating either  of  these  acts,  and  other  evidence  cannot  be  had,  in  such 
case  the  prosecutor's  oath  shall  be  received  as  sufficient  evidence, 
unless  the  adverse  party  shall  offer,  and  actually  swear  that  he  is  not 
chargeable  with  the  fact  alledged  against  him  ;  in  which  case  the  per- 
son prosecuted,  shall  be  admitted  to  the  oath,  and  the  prosecutor 
shall  be  denied.  And  in  all  prosecutions  by  indictment,  of  the  grand 
jury,  on  this,  or  the  former  act,  one-half  the  forfeiture  siiall  enure  to 
the  county  where  the  offence  is  committed,  the  other  moiety  to  this 
state,  and  be  paid  to  the  treasury  of  the  state  and  county  respec- 
tively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  when  any  action  shall  be  brought  against  any 
person  for  proceeding  agreeable  to  this  act,  he  may  plead  the  gen- 
eral issue,  and  give  the  special  matter  in  evidence  for  his  justification  ; 
and  no  person  that  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  made  in  addition,  against  whom  no  prosecution  is  already 
commenced,  shall  be  prosecuted  therefor,  unless  he  or  she  shall, 
after  the  publication  of  this  act,  again  violate  or  transgress  this  or 
the  former  act ;  and  in  all  prosecutions  already  commenced,  in  case 
the  persons  prosecuted  shall  pay  the  prosecutor  double  the  costs 
already  arisen,  the  prosecutor  shall  surcease  or  discontinue  all  further 
proceedings  in  such  prosecution. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  no  execution  shall,  after  the  fifteenth  day  of 
June  next,  be  issued  from  the  office  of  any  clerk  of  any  inferior  court 
of  common  pleas,  or  of  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  &c.,  for  any 
sum  whatever,  unless  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  sueing  in  his  or  their 
own  right,  and  dwelling  within  this  state,  shall  first  take  the  following 
oath ;  viz.,  — 
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You,  A.  B.,  do,  in  presence  of  God,  solemnly  declare,  that  you  have  not,  Form  of  the 
since  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  1777,  wittingly  and  willino-ly,  directly  or  in-  oath, 
dh'ectly,  either  by  yourself,  or  any. by,  for,  or  under  yt)U,  been  concerned  in 
selling  any  article  enumerated  in  the  -'Act  to  prevent  monopoly  and  oppres- 
sion," at  a  higher  price  than  is  by  the  said  acts  l)mit[/Jed  for  such  article, 
or  by  the  selectmen  or  committees  in  pursuance  thereof.     So  help  you  God. 

—  which  oath  may  be  administred  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  by  The  clerk  of  the 
the  clerk  of  such  court ;  aud  certificate  thereof  shall  be  made  on  such  ered\ndmTiii8. 
execution,  by  the  clerk ;  and  if  any  execution  shall  issue  after  the  day  ter  the  oath, 
aforesaid,  without  such  certificate,  the  same  shall  be    and  hereby  is 
declared  to  be  void  ;  and  no  licence  shall  be  granted  to,  nor  any  Retailors  and 
recognizance  taken  from,  any  taveiner,  innholder,  or  retailer,  by  the  Iwo^'Mbi-fcre  *** 
justices  of  any  of  the  courts  of  sessions  within  this  state,  after  the  day  the  granting 
aforesaid,  until[^]  such  taverner,  innholder,  or  retailer  shall  have  taken  ^"^'"•'•'*'- 
said  oath,  in  the  presence  of  the  court,  or  a  certificate  of  his  having  so 
done,  from  some  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  be  presented  to  the  court. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid, 

[Sect.    12.]      That  this    act,   together  with    the    act    above  men-  1776.77,  chap.  i4. 
tion[e]'d.  intitled,  "An  Act  to  prevent  monopoly  and  oppression," 
shall  be  and  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the 
first  day  of  January  last,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  May  10,  1777. 


CHAPTER    47. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  PERSONS  GUILTY  OF  FORGING  OR  COUNTER- 
FEITING THE  NOTES  OR  BILLS  OF  CREDIT,  OR  ANY  COIN,  CURRENT 
IN  THIS  OR  THE  UNITED  STATES,  FROM  DEFRAUDING  THE  PUBLIC, 
OR  INDIVIDUALS,  BY  CONVEYING  THEIR  REAL  ESTATES. 

Whereas  'tis  but  just  and  reasonable  that  the  estates,  real  as  well  Preamble, 
as  personal,  of  persons  who  have  defrauded  the  public,  or  individuals, 
by  issuing,  forging,  or  counterfeiting  the  notes,  certificates,  or  bills 
of  credit  of  the  United  American  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other 
species  of  money,  or  coin,  current  therein,  should  compensate  the 
injury  sustain  [e] 'd  ;  and  tvhereas  some  persons  who  may  be  guilty 
of  the  offences  aforesaid,  may,  with  design  to  defeat  so  reasonable 
a  purpose,  convey  away  their  real  estates,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Itepresentatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  no  conveyance  of  any  real  estate,  from  any  per-  No  conveyance- 
son  that  shall  hereafter  be  convicted  of  issuing,  forging,  or  counter-  he giilla  after'" 
feiting  the  notes,  certificates,  or  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  Ameri-  the  offence 

cy,     ,  /•    ii  ii  •  ^  ■         commiited, 

can  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  species  of  money,  or  coin, 
current  within  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  good 
or  valid  after  the  offence  committed,  upon  which  the  offender  ma}'  be 
convicted,  unless  the  other  estate  of  the  person  convicted  of  the  of- 
fence aforesaid  shall  be  fully  adequate  to  make  compensation  to  the 
public,  and  individuals,  for  such  fraudulent  practices  ;  any  law,  usage, 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  estates  of  persons  convicted  of  the  offences  Offenders' 
aforesaid,  shall  be  held  liable  to  refund  to  this  state  any  reward  that  retuifa  tlil^'^'r!--'" 
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ward  granted 
for  their  detec- 
tion, before  any 
other  debt  or 
damage,  except 
the  necessary 
cost  of  convic- 
tion. 


may  hereafter  be  paid,  by  virtue  of  the  acts  thereof,  for  detecting 
such  offenders,  before  any  other  debt,  damage,  or  demand,  except 
the  necessary  cost  and  charges  that  may  accrue  or  arise  upon  such 
conviction. 

[Sect.  3.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of 
six  months,  and  no  longer  ;  and  that  the  same  act  may,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  be  pleaded,  notwithstanding  it  may  have  expired  before  the 
suit  on  which  there  may  be  occasion  for  its  being  so  pleaded,  is 
brought.     [Passed  May  10,  1777. 


CHAPTER    48. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SECURING  THIS  AND  THE  OTHER  UNITED  STATES 
AGAINST  THE  DANGER  TO  WHICH  THEY  ARE  EXPOSED  BY  THE  IN- 
TERNAL ENEMIES  THEREOF. 


Preamble. 


To  empower  the 
selectmen,  or 
committee,  to 
warn  a  meeting 
of  their  inhabit- 
ants. 


Selectmen  to  lay 
before  the  town 
a  list  of  di«af- 
fected  persons. 


Others  to  be 
added,  or  struck 
out,  by  a  vote. 


Whereas  the  enemies  of  this  and  the  United  American  States  are 
yet  vigorously  attempting  to  destroy  the  liberties,  the  peace,  and  hap- 
piness thereof,  and  it  becoming  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  guard- 
ians of  each  state  to  exert  every  nerve  to  preserve  them  from 
impending  ruin ;  and  this  court,  considering  that  there  are  some 
within  this  state,  who,  from  sordid  motives,  or  from  wicked  and  in- 
veterate dispositions,  are  secretly  endeavoring  to  counteract  the 
united  struggles  now  making  for  the  preservation  and  establishment 
of  American  liberty,  do  judge  it  expedient  that  such  persons  should 
be  prevented  from  uniting  with,  or  aiding,  the  enemies  aforesaid,  in 
carrying  into  execution  the  plans  adopted  for  the  destruction  of  their 
libert[/e][y]s  and  privile[d]ges  ;  do  enact,  — 

Ayid  be  it  accordinqly  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and.  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  selectmen  of  each  town,  or  the  committee  of 
each  plantation,  within  this  state,  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  and 
directed,  imm[o]  [ejdiately  on  r[o][e]ceipt  hereof,  to  warn,  in  the 
usual  manner,  a  meeting  of  their  inhabitants,  qualified  by  law  to  vote 
in  town  affairs,  to  chuse,  by  ballot,  some  person  who  is  firmly  attached 
to  the  American^ cause,  to  procure  and  lay  before  the  court  hereafter 
described,  the  evidence  that  may  be  had  of  the  inimical  dispositions 
towards  this  or  any  of  the  United  States,  of  any  inhabitant  of 
such  town  who  shall  be  charged  by  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  said  town,  in  manner  hereafter  mention[c]'d,  of  being  a  per 
son  whose  residence  in  this  state  is  dangerous  to  the  public  peace  or 
safety. 

[Sect.  2.]  And  the  selectmen,  at  such  meeting,  shall  lay  before 
the  town  a  list  of  all  such  persons,  belonging  to  their  town,  as  they 
shall  know  or  believe  have  been  endeavouring,  since  the  19'ih  of  April, 
1775,  to  counteract  the  united  struggles  of  this  and  the  United  States, 
for  the  pi'eservation  of  their  liberties  and  priviledges. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  if  any  freeholder,  or  other  person,  qualified  to 
vote  in  said  meeting,  shall  move  to  have  the  name,  of  any  other  per- 
son, residing  in  such  town,  whom  he  shall  conclude  to  be  of  the  dis- 
position aforesaid,  added  to  said  list,  and  the  motion  shall  be  sec- 
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onded,  the  question  shall  be  put  by  the  moderator  of  said  meeting ; 
and  if  there  shall  appear  a  majority  of  the  voters  present  at  said 
meeting,  in  favo[u]r  of  said  motion,  the  name  of  such  person  shall 
be,  by  the  town  clerk,  added  to  such  list  accordingly,  or  the  name  of 
an}^  person  inserted  in  said  list  may,  by  a  major  vote,  in  the  same 
manner,  be  struck  therefrom. 

[Sect.  4.]     And  the  town  clerk  shall  deliver  such  list  to  two  or  List  to  be  de- 
more  justices  of   the  peace  for  said  county,  quorum  unus;  and  the  juTti^c^s'vMorum 
said  justices  are  hereby  required,  immediately  on  receipt  on  such  list,  ««"»■ 
to  issue  their  warrant  for  apprehending  and  securing  the  suspected 
persons  named  in  said  list,  so  that  they  may  be  had  before  them,  and 
such  other  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  same  county  as  may  attend 
the  trial,  at  a  special  session  of  the  peace  to  be  held  for  that  pur- 
pose (^unless,  when  any  person  shall  be  charged  with  being  guilty  of 
treason,  murder,  or  an[?/]  other  crime  which,  by  the  laws  of  this  state, 
is  to  be  punished  with  death  ;  in  which  case,  the  said  justices  shall 
cause  them  to  be  retained  in  custody,  according  to  the  former  laws, 
and  not  proceed  with  them  according  to  this  act,  until[l]  after  they 
shall   be  acquitted  of  such  charge),  which  warrant  shall  be  served  Mode  of  trial, 
seven  days  at  least  before  the  day  fixed  upon  by  the  said  justices  for 
holding  the  court ;  and  the  said  justices  shall  at  the  same  time  make 
out  an  order  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  sessions,  forthwith  to  issue 
a  venire 'facias,  to  the  constables  of  such  towns  as  they  shall  direct,  for 
returning  and  summoning  as  many  jur[e][o]rs — ^  to  be  appointed  in 
the  manner  petit  jurors  for  the  superio[u]r  court  are  appointed,  and 
to  be  drawn  from,  the  same  box  —  as  sli.all  make  up  a  full  pan[a][',']l 
of  twelve,  to  attend  before  them  at  the  time  and  place  they  shall  ap- 
point for  hearing  the  charge.     And  in  case  the  jurors  appointed  and  Tallies  to  be  put 
summoned  as  aforesaid,  should  not  attend  to  make  up  the  full  num-  0^86.'""'^^'*° 
ber  of  twelve,  or  a  sufBcieut  objection  should  be  made  to  any  of  the 
jurors  returned,  in  the  opinion  of  the  justices,  to  prevent  his  or  their 
judging  on  the  accusation,  in  case  seven  of  the  original  jurors  re- 
turned remain,  then  the  said  justices  shall  order  the  sheriff,    deputy 
sher[r]iff,  or  constable,   attending,  to  return  as  many  others  of  the 
bystanders,  being  freeholders  in  said  count}^  as  shall  make  up  the 
number  of  twelve  ;  which  jury  shall  be  sworn  to  return  a  true  verdi[G]t,  To  be  sworn, 
according  to  the  evidence,  upon  the  charge  exhibited  against  the  re- 
spondent for  being  inimical  to  the  interest  of  this  and  the  American 
States,  without  favo[uJr,  envy,  partiality,   or  malice;    and   in  case 
the  jury  aforesaid,  after  hearing  the  charges  against  the   accused, 
and  the  evidence  adduced  to  support  it,  as  well  as  the  defence  made 
by  the  accused,  and  such  evidence  as  maybe  produced  in  his  fa\^o[u]r, 
shall  return  their  verdi[c]t  that  the  accused  person  now  is  so  inimi- 
cally  disposed  towards  this  and  the  other  United  States  of  America, 
that  his  further  residence  in  this   state  is  dangerous  to  the   public 
peace  and  safety,  then  the  said  justices  shall,  by  warrant  directed  to  Delinquents  to 
some  proper  officer,  cause  said  person  or  persons  to  be  immediately  BoardVf'warto 
sent  to  the  Board  of  War  of  this  state,  to  be  by  them  sent  on  boanl  a  bo  transported 
guard-ship,  which  they  are  hereby-  impowered  and  dh-ected  to  provide 
for   that   purpose,  or   otherwise  secure  as  they  shall  think  proper, 
until[l !  the  said  Board  of  War  can  transport  such  persons  off  the  con- 
tinent to  some  part  of  the  West  Indi[a][f^]s,  or  Europe,  —  those  who 
are  able,  at  their  own  expence,  and  others,  at  the  expence  of  tliis  state. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aathority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  when  complaint  shall  be  made  to  any  two  of  the  Ju«tico8  to  pro- 
justices  of  the  peace,  within  this  state,  whereof  one  is  [of]  the  quo-  pi-iint'.'^f  ihey" 
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judge  it  expe-     ruin,  that  any  person  within  the  county  whereof  they  are  justices,  is 
dient.  evilly  disposed  to  this  state,  or  any  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

such  the  justices  shall,  if  they  see  fit,  have  full  power  to  issue  their 
warrant  to  apprehend  such  evilly  disposed  person,  and  to  bring  him 
to  tr[i][?/]al,  and  deal  with  him  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  pointed 
out  for  the  tr[i][v]al  of  those  whose  name  shall  be  exhibited,  in  a  list, 
by  any  selectmen,  as  is  provided  by  this  act. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
to-nh'^Ifter'         [f^ECT.  6.]     That  if  any  person  transported  as  aforesaid  shall,  vol- 
fransporiation.    untar[//]y,  afterwards,  during  the  continuance  of   the   present  war, 
return  to  this  state,  without  liberty  first  had  and  obtained  from  the 
general  court,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  superio[u]r 
court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  be  ad- 
judged guilty  of  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 
And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
^orted  ma**"*'         [Sect.  7.]     That  such  persous  as  may  be  transported,  as  aforesaid, 
carry  off  their     shall  be  indulged  to  carry  off,  at  their  own  expence,  their  mon[ey]  [?e]s 
fif ca^sT' ''*'^'*^'    ^"^  ^^1  other  personal   estate  they  are  possessed  of,  and  not  pro- 
hibited, in  case  they  shall  carry  their  families  with  them  ;  deducting 
so  much  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  their  just  debts  ;  and  such  money 
or  effects  as  shall  appear,  to  the  Board  of  War,  to  belong  to  other  per- 
Reai  estate  not    SOUS.     And  such  as  shall  Icavc  their  families  within  this  state,  shall  be 
after  pers^o^ns*      allowcd  to  caiTy  ofif  uo  morc   money  or  goods  than  shall  be,  by  the 
are^  accused,  un-  ]}oard  of  War,  judged  necessary  for  their  immediate  support;   and  any 
conveyance  of  real  estate  by  any  person,  after  he  shall  be  inserted  in 
such  list  as  aforesaid,  without  the   approbation  or  allowance  of  the 
general  court,  shall  be   and  hereby  is  declared  null  and  void,  unless 
the  person  so  making  the  conveyance  shall  be,  on  tr[i]  [2/]al,  acquitted 
Fees^to  be  paid    of  the  charge  bi'ought  against  him.    And  the  expence  arising  on  the 
tr[ij[//]al  of  any  person  in  consequence  of  this  act,  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  county  treasury,  by  order  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  ;  the  fees  to  be  tax[e]'d,  as  in  other  cases,  in  the  sessions  : 
and  the  court  aforesaid,  in  case  they  cannot  finish  the  tr[i][?/]al  on 
the   day    assigned  therefor,   may  adjourn,  from  day  to  day,  till  the 
tr[i][?/Jal  sh[ij[a]ll  be  finished. 

[Sect.  8.]     This  act  to  be  in  force  till  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  May  10,  1777. 

Notes.  —  The  sittings  of  the  General  Court  this  year  were  interrupted  by  four  adjourn- 
ments and  two  prorogations.  Of  course,  the  sitting  after  the  prorogation  of  July  13th, 
was  a  new  session,  and  the  acts  previously  passed  are  properly  classed  as  of  the  first  ses- 
sion. The  second  session  began  August  28,  and  was  adjourned,  on  the  eighteenth  of 
September,  to  Oct  9.  On  the  ninth  of  November  the  General  Court  was  again  atljoiirncd, 
to  meet,  on  the  twelfth,  at  Uoston,— which  place,  though  evacuated  by  the  king's  forces 
as  early  as  the  seventeenth  of  March,  had,  up  to  this  time,  been  considered  unsafe  on 
account  of  the  small-pox  which  prevailed  there,  —  and  on  the  eleventh  of  December,  it 
was  adjourned  to  the  '24th,  and  again,  on  the  eighth  of  February,  to  March  5,  1777;  and 
it  was  prorogued  on  the  tenth  of  May.  The  acts  passed  between  Aug.  28  and  Sept.  18, 
were  signed  on  the  day  last  named,  which  circumjtance  seems  to  indicate  that  these  two 
dates  were  supposed,  by  the  Legislature,  to  include  a  separate  session,  nt)twithstanding  it 
was  not  ended  l)y  prorogation.  In  like  manner,  all  the  acts  passed  between  Oct.  9,  1776, 
and  Fei).  8,  1777,  were  signed  on  the  day  last  named,  and  would,  therefore,  appear  to  have 
been  considered  the  work  of  a  single,  distinct  session,  altliough  that  session  was  ended  by 
adjournment,  merely.  It  is  true  that  in  the  original  impression,  these  acts  are  not  grouped 
according  to  this  division;  but  neither  is  the  second  session  distinguished  by  a  separate 
beading,  although  it  was  held  after  a  prorogation. 

If  it  i)e  thought  to  impair  the  practical  usefulness  of  the  system  of  division  here  followed, 
that  the  rule  of  parliamentary  law  respecting  the  operation  of  prorogations  and  adjourn- 
ments, upon  the  business  of  the  Legislature  has  not  invariably  governed  the  classification 
of  these  acts,  the  fault  must  be  attributed,  chiefly,  to  the  difHculty  of  ascertaining,  with 
absolute  certainty,  in  every  case,  whether  the  sitting  was  ended  by  prorogation  or  ad- 
journment; and  the  system  of  grouping  the  acts  heretofore  followed  (see  vol.  II.,  p.  667. 
tiote)  has  therefore  been  adhered  to  as  most  convenient  and  most  probably  in  accordance 
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with  the  intention  of  the  Legislature;  ami  the  attempt  to  ascertain  beyond  question  what 
prorogations  were  made  has  been  abandoned  as  useless. 

It  may  bo  well  to  i-ej^at,  here,  that  the  chapters  are  enumerated  in  the  order  observed 
in  the  original  impression,  rather  than  chronologically.  The  only  exceptions  are  the  acts 
not  previously  printed,  or  those  which,  lil<e  the  tax  acts,  tor  instance,  were  printed  sepa- 
rately. 

All  the  engrossed  bills  which  were  passed  to  be  enacted  this  year,  are  preserved,  but 
none  were  written  on  parchment.  All  were  signed  l)y  fifteen  or  more  of  the  Council,  ex- 
cept chapter  5,  which  was  signed  by  eleven  only;  chapter  13,  by  seven;  chapter  18,  by 
thirteen ;  chapter  31,  by  six;  chapter  36,  by  eight,  and  chapter  38,"  by  fourteen.  Sufficient 
blank  space  seems  to  have  been  purposely  left  on  each  engrossment,  for  the  signatures  of 
all  the  Council,  and  though  the  charter  confers  no  efficacy  upon  the  assent  of  a  less  num- 
ber than  a  majority  of  the  Council,  no  question  aiipears  to  have  been  raised  as  to  the 
regularity  and  validity  of  the  defective  acts;  and  in  the  record  of  the  assents,  the  journals 
make  no  discrimination  between  the  acts. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  next  Legislature,  a  resolve  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  confer- 
ring full  authority,  in  this  respect,  upon  any  seven  members  of  the  Council,  for  the  time 
being,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  securing  the  attendance  of  a  majority  of  the  board, 
by  reason  of  the  prevalence  of  the  small-pox  in  Boston  and  the  adjacent  towns  (see  notes 
to  1777-78,  post) ;  but  this  appears  to  have  been  the  first  adoption  of  suoli  a  rule. 

No  formal  notification  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  appears  to 
have  reached  Boston  until  after  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the  General  Court, 
although,  before  the  prorogation,  undoubtedly,  that  event  was  generally  understood  to 
have  taken  place.  Circulars  publishing  tbe  Declaration,  were  sent  out  by  order  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  on  the  fifth  of  July,  and  a  rumor  that  the  Declaration  had 
been  made  had  reached  Worcester,  and  was  published  in  the  "  Worcester  Spy,  or  Ameri- 
can Oracle  of  Liberty,"  on  the  tenth.  Hancock,  on  the  6th  of  July,  and  Washin£rton,  on 
the  7th,  had  written  to  the  General  Court,  enclosing  each  a  copy  of  the  Declaration  ;  but 
no  action  thereupon  was  taken  by  that  body,  or  by  the  Council,  until  two  days  after  the 
prorogation. 

The  proceedings  which  then  took  place  in  the  Council  were  as  follows  :  — 

"July  15,  1776.    On_Moti(m  Ordered,  that  John  Winthrop,  William  Phillips  &  Francis 
Dana   Esq^^.^  be  a  Comittee  to  take  into  Consideration,  what  Way  manner  &  form  the  ■ 
Declaration  of  y"  Hon'^'.«  (Continental  Congress  should  be  made  publick  "  —  Executive 
Records  of  the  Council,  vol.  19,  p.  78. 

"  July  17,  1776.  The  Coinlttce  to  whom  was  reffer'd,  to  take  under  Consideration  what 
waj'  manner  &  form,  the  Declaration  of  the  Continental  Congress  shou'd  be  made  Pub- 
lick —  Report  that  the  said  Declaration  be  proclaim'd  by  the  Sherrif  of  the  County  of 
Suffolk,  from  the  Bilcony  of  the  State  House  in  Boston,  on  Thursday  next  at  One 
O'clock  PM  —  in  Presence  of  i&  under  Direction  of  a  Comittee  of  Councilto  be  appoint'.' 
for  that  purpose,  that  the  Representatives,  Magistrates,  Ministers  &  Selectmen  of  the  said 
Town,  &  Other  Gentlemen,  the  Colnission  Officers  of  the  Continen".  Army,  stationed  in 
Boston,  Also  of  the  Militia  of  Boston  &  of  the  Colonial  Regiments  there,  be  desired  to 
meet  aty?  Council  Chamber  at  that  time,  and  that  the  Militia  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  & 
such  of  the  Contint'.  \rmy,  &  of  the  Colonial  Regiments  as  can  be  spared  from  Duty, 
be  drawn  up  in,  State  Street  at  y?  same  time  — And  that  the  s*!  Declaration  be  printed  & 
a  Coppy  sent  to  the  Ministers  of  every  Parish,  of  every  Denomination  within  this  State, 
and  that  they  severally  be  required  to  read  the  same  to  their  respective  Congregations,  as 
soon  as  divine  Service  is  Concluded  in  the  Afternoon,  of  the  first  Lords  Day,"after  they 
shall  have  recciv'd  it,  and  after  such  Publication  thereof  to  deliver  the  said  Declaration  to 
the  Clerks  of  their  respective  Towns  or  Districts,  who  are  hereby  required  to  record  the 
same  in  their  respective  Town  ar  District  Books,  there  to  remain  as  a  perpetual  Memo- 
rial thereof.  — That  the  Coiuittee  of  Council  who  shall  be  Appointed  for  the  Aliovemen- 
tioned  Purpose,  be  Impower'd  to  direct  the  Other  jtroceedings  relative  to  said  Proclama- 
tion, in  such  manner  as  they  shall  Judge  proper —  By  Order  of  y  Council 

Richard  DiiUBY  JuN?Presid'.— 

On  Motion  Ordered  that  James  Bowdoin,  Artemas  Ward,  Richard  Derby,  Thomas 
Cushing,  John  Winthrop,  Mosses  Gill,  Will'V  Phillips  Benjf  Austin  &  Frances  Dana  Esq";' 
be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  Boston,  to  direct  the  manner  relative  to  the  Proclaiming  the 
Declaration  of  Congress  — 

On  Motion  Ordered  that  Dan|  Hopkins  Esq^  be  directed  to  Print  the  Declaration  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  at  Salem'&  bring  them  to  Watertown."  —  Ibid.,  pp.  82  and  83. 

"July  18,  1776.  On  Motion  Ordered  that  y«  Declaration  be  Publickly  read  by  the  Sec- 
retary in  yv  Council  Chamber  and  that  the  Representatives  of  this  and  the  Other  Towns 
who  are  present,  be  invited  to  Attend  the  said  Publication."  —  Ibid  ,p.SS. 

The  "  Boston  Gazette  and  Country  Journal "  of  Monday,  July  22,  1776,  gives  the  fol- 
lowmg  report  of  the  ceremony  :  — 

"Thm-sday  last,  pursuant  to  the  Orders  of  the  honorable  Council,  was  proclaimed, 
from  the  Balcony  of  the  .state  House  in  Boston;  the  Dkclakatiox  of  the  A.miuucan  Con- 
gress, absolving  the  United  Colonies  from  their  Allegiance  to  the  British  Crown,  and  de- 
claring them  Fkee  and  Ixdkpendext  States.  There  were  i)resent  (m  the  Occasion,  in 
the  Coimcil-Chamber,  ihe  Committee  of  Council,  a  Number  of  the  honorable  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  Magistrates,  Ministers,  Selectmen,  and  other  Gentlemen  of  Bojton  and 
the  neighbouring  Towns;  also  the  Commission  Officers  of  the  Continental  Reghncnis  sta- 
tioned in  Boston,  and  other  Officers.  Two  of  those  Regiments  were  under  Arms  in  King- 
street,  formed  into  three  Lines  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Street,  and  in  thirteen  Divisions; 
and  a  Detachment  from  the  Massachusetts  Regiment  of  Artillery,  with  two  Pieces  of  Can- 
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non  was  on  tlieir  Ri^bt  Wins?.  At  One  o'clock  tlie  Declaration  was  proclaimed  by  the 
Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  which  was  received  with  great  Joy,  expressed  by  three 
Huzzas  from  a  great  Concourse  of  People  assembled  on  the  Occasion.  After  which,  on  a 
Signal  given,  Thirteen  Pieces  of  Cannon  were  fired  at  the  Fort  on  Fort- Hill  the  Forts  at 
Dorchester  Neck,  the  Castle,  Nantasket,  and  Point  Aidcrton,  likewise  discharged  their 
Cannon  :  Then  the  Detachment  of  Ai'tillery  fired  their  Cannon  thirteen  Times,  whicla  was 
followed  by  the  two  Regiments  giving  their  Fire  from  the  thirteen  Divisions  in  Succes- 
sion These  Fii-ings  corresponded  to  the  Number  of  the  American  States  United.  The 
Ceremony  was  closed  with  a  proper  Collation  to  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Council  Chamber; 
during  which,  the  following  Toasts  were  given  by  the  President  of  the  Council,  and  hearti- 
ly pledged  by  the  Company,  viz. 

Prosperity  and  Perpetuity  to  the  United  States  of  America. 
The  American  Congress. 

The  General  Court  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
General  Washington,  and  Success  to  the  Artns-ofthe  United  States. 
The  dototifa/l  of  Tyrants  and  Tyranny. 
The  universal  Prevalence  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty. 
The  Friends  of  the  United  States  in  all  Quarters  of  the  Globe. 

The  Bells  of  the  Town  were  rung  on  the  Occasion ;  and  undissembled  Festivity  cheer'd 
and  brighten'd  every  Face." 

By  the  fifth  of  August  the  copies  of  the  Declaration  ordered  to  be  printed  were  ready 
for  distribution,  and  the  deputy  secretary  thereupon  sent  the  following  notification  to  the 
sheriff  of  Suffolk  County  :  — 

"  Council  Chamber  Aug'.  5'.''  1776 
Sir  I  am  directed  by  the  Hon  :  Committee  of  Council  to  Acquaint  you  that  the  Printed 
Declarations  of  Independency  arc  on  their  Table  &  they  Expect  you  will  take  proper  care 
that  they  be  distributed  thro'  this  State  as  soon  as  may  be  —  that  Every  town  may  have 
them  publiekly  read,  in  each  religious  Assembly.  In  the  Name  &  by  Order  of  the  Com"-'« 
of  Council    I  am  Sir  your  most  hum'  Ser'. 

Sheriff  Greenleaf  "  Jn"  Avert  D  Sec^."  —  Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  195,  p.  437. 

When  the  General  Court  next  assembled,  on  the  28th  of  August,  the  Council  sent  the 
following  message  to  the  House :  — 

"The  important  Period  has  at  length  arrived!  The  Honourable  Congress  have  de- 
clared the  united  American  Colonies  Free  and  Independent  States.  —  This  Declaration  we 
have  ordered  to  be  made  public,  agreeable  to  the  Request  of  Congress,  thro  every  Part  of 
Massachusetts  Bay ;  and  we  shall  readily  concur  with  you  in  expi'essing  our  Approl)ation 
of  the  Measure,  and  readiness  to  risque  our  Lives  and  Fortunes  in  Defence  and  support  of 
it."*  — Ibid.,  vol.  158,  ;j.  43. 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  message  of  the  House,  in  reply :  — 
"  To  The  Hon'ils  the  Major  Part  of  the  council  of  y?  Massachusetts  Bay.  May  it  please 
your  Honours  — 

The  House  of  Representatives  have  given  all  due  attention  to  y?  Message  from  your 
Honours  of  the  28'!'  instant  &  are  desirous  of  expressing  with  a  manly  Fortitude  their  en- 
tire Satisfaction  in  y°  declaration  of  Independence  made  by  y;  hon'£e  Congress, &  published 
by  your  Honours  Order  in  this  State  They  with  great  cheaifulness  congratulate  y  hon'^e 
Board  on  y:  very  general  approbation  that  Measure  has  met  with  thr6  all  ranks  of  People 
in  the  united  states  of  America,  &  are  ready  to  Pledge  their  F^ortunes  Lives  &  sacred  Honor 
to  support  it."  —  Ibid.,  p.  50. 
On  the  fifth  of  September,  the  following  order  was  passed  in  the  House :  — 
"  On  a  motion  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Major  llaud-jy.  Brigadier  Palmer,  Mr. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Anr/er  be  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  Honorable  Conti- 
nental Congress,  signifying  the  approbation  of  this  Colony  of  their  declaring  the  Colonies 
lNUEPExni;NT  States,  and  the  readiness  of  this  Colony  to  support  them  therein;  and  to 
request  that  they  would  form  a  Confederation,  and  delineate  the  powers  necessary  to  be 
held  by  that  Honorable  Assembly."  —  House  Journal,  p.  91. 

The  committee  thus  appointed  received  further  instructions  on  the  12th,  by  which  cir- 
cumstance it  would  seem  that  they  had  not  tlien  reported ;  and  as  no  record  of  the  present- 
ation of  such  an  address  as  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  has  been  found  in  the  journals 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  it  is  believed  that  no  report  was  nrade  under  the  order. 

TheAssembly  which  thus  recognized  the  independence  of  the  province,  and  ratified  the 
declaration  proclaimed  at  l^hiladelphia,  was  composed  of  representatives  chosen  with  full 
knowledge  of  the  following  proceedings  of  the  previous  Legislature, — the  resolve  with 
which  they  close  having  been  published  throughout  the  colony :  — 

"  May  9,  1776.  On  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Major  Hciwley  and  Mr.  Story, 
be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  recommending  the  several  Towns  in  the  Colony  to 
give  Instructions  to  their  Representatives,  with  respect  to  INDEPENDENCE. 

******* 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve,  recommending  the  Towns  to  instruct 
then-  Representatives  with  Respect  lo  Independency,  reported.    Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  each  Town  in  this  Colony,  who 
shall  send  a  Member  or  Members  to  the  next  General  Asseml)ly,  fully  to  possess  him  or 
them  with  their  Sentiments  relative  to  a  Declaration  of  Independency  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies on  Great- Britain,  to  Ije  made  Ijy  Congress,  and  to  instruct  them  what  Conduct  they 
would  have  them  ol)serve  with  Regard  to  the  next  General  Assembly's  instructing  the 
Delegates  of  this  Colony  on  that  Subject.  Sent  up  f6r  Concurrence. 

•  Dated  Aug.  28,  but  presented  to  the  House,  Aug  29th. 
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Ordered,  That  Capt.  Brown  get  the  foregomg  Resolve  printed  in  Hand  Bills,  and  sent 
to  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony."  —  Ibid.,  pp.  268  and  269. 

"May  10,  1776.  On  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  a  Message  go  to  the  honorable  Board  to 
know  if  they  have  passed  on  the  Resolve  of  Yesterday,  relating  to  requesting  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  several  Towns  to  Instruct  their  Members  to  be  chosen  relating  to  Independ- 
ency. 

Samuel  Holten,  Esq;  came  down  and  informed  the  House  that  the  Board  had  non- 
concnrred  the  same : 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  lay  the  said  Resolve  on  the  Table, 
which  he  did  accordingly. 

*  *      ■  *  *  *  *  * 

Pesolvrd,  As  the  Opinion  of  this  House  that  the  Inhabitants  of  each  Town  in  this  Col- 
ony, ought  in  full  Meeting  warned  for  that  Purpose,  to  advise  the  Person  or  Persons  who 
shall  be  chosen  to  Represent  theui  in  the  next  General  Court,  whether  that  if  the  honora- 
ble Congress  should,  for  tiie  Safety  of  the  said  Colonies,  declare  them  Independent  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  they  the  said  Inhabitants  will  solemnly  engage  with  their 
Lives  and  Fortunes  to  Support  tlje  Congress  in  the  Measure. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  get  the  foregoing  Resolve  printed  in  the  several  News-Papers 
as  soon  as  possible."  —  Ibid.,  pp.  274  aiid  276. 

This  resolve  appeared  in  the  "  Boston  Gazette,"  of  May  10,  and  the  "  Worcester  Spy,"  of 
May  18,  signed  by  Samuel  Freeman,  speaker,  and  attested  by  William  Story,  clerk  ;jro 
tempore. 

And,  on  the  third  of  July — ^.the  next  day  after  the  Continental  Congress  had  voted  in 
favor  of  independence,  and  the  day  before  the  Declaration  had  been  prepared  at  Philadel- 
phia —  the  following  vote  had  been  passed  by  the  Assembly :  — 

"  July  3,  1776.  On  motion,  it  was  Voted,  tmanimousit/,  That  if  the  Honorable  Conti- 
nental Congress  should  think  proper  to  declare  the  Colonies  independent  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great-Britain,  this  House  will  approve  of  the  measure."— i6/rf.,^j.  58. 

So  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  session,  there  was  no  hesitation  as  to  accepting 
all  the  consequences  of  complete  separation  fi-om  the  mother  country. 

Although,in  the  acts,  the  word  "state"  was  substituted  for  "colony,"  the  latter  word, 
by  a  singular  oversight,  continued  to  be  used  in  the  printed  heading  of  the  sessions  for 
two  years  longer.  The  following  vote  and  order*  are  all  the  proceedings  that  have  been 
discovered  relative  to  the  adoption  of  the  name  of  "  state  "  instead  of  "  colony."  The  re- 
solve provided  in  the  order  does  not  appear  to  have  been  reported  or  passed. 

"  Sept.  10,  1776.  Afternoon.  On  motion.  That  the  House  would  determine  whether  the 
word  Colony  axiCi  State  he  used  promiscuously  in  all  the  proceedings  of  this  Court;  the 
question  was  put,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered;  That  Mr  Pitts,  Mr.  Ellis  and  Col.  Bliss,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve 
to  est;xblish  the  use  of  the  word  '  State. ' "  —  Ibid.,  p.  97. 

Chap.  1.  "  June  5,  1776.  On  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Dix,  Major 
Fuller,  Col.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Hosmer,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the  State  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  to  consider  and  report  what  further  Sum  is  necessary  to  be  emitted."  — iTowse 
Journal,  p.  Sir. 

"  June  7,  1776.  The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Stiite  of  the  Treasury,  and  to 
report  what  further  Sums  are  necessary  to  be  emitted  by  this  Colony,  ask  Leave  to  report 
as  follows,  viz.  We  find  that  the  Treasuryt  has  borrowed,  on  the  Act  lately  made  to  ena- 
ble him  to  borrow  the  Sum  of  fifti/  Thousand  Pounds,  ....  .£'8,806  5s.  od. 
That  there  are  Warrants  on  tlie  Treasury  for  the  sum  of.  .  .  .  9,000  0  0 
That  the  advance  Pay  and  Blankets  of  the  three  Regiments  now  raising 

in  tliis  Colony,  will  be  about 5,000    0       0 

That  the  Salt-Peti-e  now  in  tlie  Hands  of  our  Committees  and  other  Per- 
sons which  is  ready  to  l)e  delivered,  will  amount  to  the  Sum  of  .        .     12,000    0       0 
That  the  Pay  and  Subsistence  of  Sea-Coast  Men,  now  due,  is  supposed 

to  Amount  to  the  Sum  of 12,000    0       0 

That  tbere  is  due  to  Mr.  Jackson,  and  others  at    Newbury-Port,  for 

18,1901b.  of  Powder 5,457    0       0 

£.52,263    5       5 
Cash  in  the  Treasury, 5,194    5       5 

£.47,069  0  0 
So  that  there  appears  to  be  Demands  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  Sum  at  forty-seven  Thou- 
sand and  sixty-nine  Pounds  paid,  or  to  be  paid  immediately  out  of  the  aforesaid  Sum  of 
fifty  Thousand  Pounds  ordered  to  lie  borrowed,  and  out  of  the  outstanding  Taxes  due  to 
the  Colony,  which  are  not  appropriated  to  other  Uses.  And  your  Committee  are  of  Opin- 
ion, tliat  there  be  immediately  emitted  on  tlie  Credit  of  this  Colony,  a  further  Sum  of  one 
Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  to  defray  the  Expences  of  this  Colony  for  the  current  Year; 
all  which  is  humbly  sulHuitted.    Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  same  C^ommittee  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Emission  of  one  Hundred 
'Thousand  Pounds  accordingly.  On  Motion,  Ordered,  'I'hat  tlie  Committee,  previous  to 
their  bringing  in  a  Bill,  rei)ort"what  Denominations  the  Bills  shall  be  of.  Also,  the  Ex- 
pence  of  the  Impression  tjjereof."  —  Pjid.,  p.  47. 

On  the  12th,  Mr.  Noyes  was  added  to  the  committee,  which,  on  the  13th,  reported  upon 
the  denominations  of  the  bills  of  credit.    Then-  report  was  immediately  accepted,  and  a 

*  "Dec.  7, 1776.  On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  words  '  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay  ',  beiuBerted 
on  the  top  of  all  acts  and  resolves  that  shall  hereafter  pass  this  Court."    House  Journal, p.  ISO.     f  iSic. 
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bill  was  ordered  to  be  brouf^ht  in,  accordinglj^.  Tlie  same  committee  made  a  further  re- 
port, on  the  14th,  "  That  Mv.  Edes  had  agreed  to  take  thirteen  Pounds  six  Shillinr/s  and 
Eight  Pence,  less  than  three  Fartings  Old  Tenor  a  Bill,  and  that  it  was  thought  best  to 
have  some  device  on  each  Bill,  Voted,  That  it  be  left  to  the  Direction  of  the  Committee,  to 
act  as  they  judge  best."  —  Ibid.,  p.  84. 

On  the  day  last  named  the  bill  had  its  first  and  second  reading,  and  on  the  next  day  it 
was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed  aud  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

On  the  17th,  the  House  passed  an  order  for  the  printing  of  the  biils  of  credit  "as  soon 
as  the  l)ill  has  passed  the  Honorable  Board,"  and,  on  the  19th,  the  bill,  not  having  been 
brought  down,  a  message  therefor  was  sent  to  the  Council,  whereupon  it  was  carried  down 
by  Daniel  Hopkins,  Esq.,  and  recommitted,  for  amendments,  to  ISlajor  Fuller,  Mr.  Picker- 
ing, Col.  Brooks,  Mr.  Wood,  and  Mr.  Story,  who,  on  the  same  day.  "reported  several 
Amendments,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  being  read  again,  was  sent 
up  to  the  Honorable  Board."  —  Ibid.,  p.  106. 

The  bill  was  amended,  accordingly,  and  on  the  21st,  was  passed  to  lie  enacted,  and  on 
the  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the  printing  of  the  Iiills,  were 
ordered  to  exhiJjit  to  the  House  and  Council  a  specimen  thereof.  The  specimen  which  was 
exhibited  in  accordance  with  the  order  last  mentioned  was,  on  the  '2'2d,  ordered  to  be  in- 
spected by  a  committee  consisting  of  Maj.  Fuller,  Mr.  Pitts,  Mr.  Story,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr. 
Wright,  Brigadier  I'reble  and  Col.  Rol)inson,  who  \v'ere  oi'dered  to  sit  forthwith  and  to 
report  whether  the  bills  of  credit  "are  printed  on  a  suitable  type." 

On  the  26th,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  report  to  the  House  the  number  of  persons 
proper  to  be  appointed  to  sign  and  number  the  bills;  aiud  Messrs  Chase  and  Codding 
were  appointed  to  insjject  the  imnression. 

On  the  27th,  the  following  order*  was  passed  :  — 

"In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Order'd,  That  Abram  Fuller  Esq''.  Cap'.  SamueV 
Carleton,  Stephen  Hall  tertius  Esq"".  M''.  George  Partridge,  Jonathan  Brown  Esq'.  John 
Pitts  Esq"-. M'-.  Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  Doctor  Moses  Gun,  Tristram  Dalton  Esq'.,  M'.  Abner 
Ellis,  Joseph  Nve  Esq'-,  of 'Harwich,  Edw.ard  Wigglesworth  Esq''.  Benj.  Mills  Esq'.,  Israel 
Hobart  Esq^,  George  Williams  Esq''.  &  Calel)  Davis  Esq  be  a  Committee  to  sign,  and 
numljerthe  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  present  Emission.  — In  Council.  — Read,  &ConciuTcd. — 
Consented  to  by  the  Major  part  of  the  Council  " —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXV., p.  90. 
—  but  Messrs.  Nye,  Pitts'and  Mills  having  been  excused,  INIr.  Warwick  Pr.llrey,  Mr.  Henry 
Hill  and  Col.  Samuel  Thatcher  were,  on  the  28th,  appointed  in  their  stead,  and,  July  2, 
Daniel  Hopkins  was  in  like  manner  appointed  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dalton  who  was  absent; 
and,  the  next  day,  David  Jeffries,  Esquire,  was  appointed  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hill,  ex- 

CllSGCi 

On  the  Uth  of  July  "the  committee  for  inspecting  the  impression  of  the  bills  of  credit," 
were  ordered  "  to  take  some  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the  printer,  or  any  under  him, 
from  striking  off  anv  bills  in  the  absence  of  the  committee." 

At  the  conclusion  of  their  labors  the  committee  appointed  to  sign  and  number  the  bills 
made  the  following  report ;  — 

"  Dec.  7, 1776.    The  Committee  appointed  to  Number,  &  sign  the  several  Denominations 
of  Bills  of  Credit  mentioned  in  the  Act  that  passed  in  June  IS'l'  1776  for  Emitting  ^'100,- 
000  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  performed  said  Service, 'and  the  Members  of  said 
Committee  have  number'd  &  signed  the  several  denominations  as  follows, 
of  the  smallest  Denominations.  — 
George  Partridge.     .        .       fi-i        .        .  N?        1  to  1000  half  sheets. 
George  Williams.     .        .         d°         .        .      '  1001  to  2000  di 

Daniel  Hopkins.       .        .         d-^         .        .         2001  to  3000  d° 

Israel  llolwrt.  .        .         d»         .        .         3001  to  4000  d° 

Moses  Gunn.  .        .         d<;         .        .         4001  to  5000  d9 

Stephen  Hall.  .        .         d<:         .        .         5001  to  6000  d2 

Samuel  Thacher.      .        '.        d°     •    .        •         7001  to  7300  d2 

Israel  Hobart.  .        .         d".         .        .         7301  to  7800  d° 

Daniel  Hopkins.       .        .         d"         .        .         7801  to  8000  d^ 

of  the  largest  Denominations. 
Fuller,  &  Browne.    .        .       from      .        .  N?        1  to    500  d^ 

d"  .        .         d°         .        .         4001  to  5500  d'i 

Davis,  &  Ellis.  .        .        A°.        .        .  501  to  1000  di 

^o  .        .        d'?        .        .         5501  to  7000  da 

Palfi-ey  &  Carleton  .        .         A".        ■        •         1001  to  3000  d° 

Jeffrey  &  Otis  .        .         d'?        ...         3001  to  4000  d» 

Qa  .        .         d'i        .        .         7201  to  8000  d° 

Hobart,' &  Williams,        .         d<;        .        .         7001  to  7200  ds 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  fResolved  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treas- 
ury of  this  State  to  each  of  the  Committee  hereafter  named  the  several  Suras  annexed  tc 
their  names  at  5s  ^  Thousand  Bills  so  signed,  &  numbered  amounting  to  1-ifty  live 
pounds  four  shillings  as  followeth  viz ; 

To  Cap'.  George  Partridge ,    <.o 

To  Cap*.  George  Williams uo 

To  Israel  Hobart  Esqr 6   '  8 

To  M';  Stephen  Hall f 

To  Col"  Edward  Wigglesworth 14 

To  Abraham  Fuller  Esq'.' ■* 

To  Jonathan  P)rown  Esqr 4 

To  Deacon  Caleb  Davis j 

To  Mr  Abner  Ellis * 

*  Printed  reiolves,  chapter  CXXVH.  I   /6..;  ,  ;>'..vcmbcr  session,  chapter  CLXTV. 
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To  M^  David  Jeffries £3 "  12 

To  Mr  Samuel  A.  Otis ' 3  "  12 

To  M-:  Warwicli  Palfrey 4 

To  Mt  Samuel  Carletoa 4 


£51  "  4 
In  Council.    Read,  &  Concurred.  —  Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Council." — Ibid.,  vol. 
XXXVl.,  p.  2S9. 

Chap.  2.  The  act  of  May  1,  1776  (1775-76,  chap.  22), provided  for  the  alteration  of  such 
commissions,  only,  as  were  issued  after  Sept.  19,  1775 ;  and  the  present  chapter  was  passed, 
as  the  preamble  shows,  to  authorize  the  alteration  of  all  commissions  issued  by  a  majority 
of  the  Council  l)efore  that  date.  In  the  Council,  on  the  fourteenth  of  June,  Walter 
Spooner  and  David  Sewall  were  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this  purpose.  The  bill 
reported  liy  tliem  was  read  a  first  time,  in  Council,  June  17th,  and  read  a  second  time, 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence,  on  the  20th.  In  the  House,  the 
bill  was  read  a  first  time,  on  the  21st,  and  on  the  2ith  it  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
2Sth,  for  a  second  reading;  and  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be 
engrossed,  on  the  27th,  and  on  the  28th  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

In  the  House,  on  the  fourteenth  of  September,  Messrs.  Pickering,  Sergeant  and  Appleton 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  laws  respecting  the  style,  and  to  bring  in  a  resolve 
for  lengtliening  tlie  time  for  altering  the  military  commissions  which  were  dated  in  August 
and  Septeml^er,  1775.  The  report  of  this  committee,  together  with  the  action  of  the  Legis- 
lature thereon,  is  as  follows  :  — 

"  Sept.  16,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  *Whereas  in,  and  Ijy  one  Act,  or 
Law  of  this  State  made  in  tlie  present  year  of  the  Christian  Era  for  estalilishing  the  Stile 
of  Commissions  &c.  And  liy  one  other  Act  in  Addition  thereto;  it  is  Order'd  that  all 
Military  Commissions  issued  l)y  the  major  part  of  the  Council  of  tliis  State  before  the  first 
da^-  of  June  One  Thousand,  seven  hundred,  &  seventy  six,  &  bearing  the  date  of  the  Year 
of  the  lleign  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  afterwards  made  conformal)le  as  to  the 
Stile,  and  date  in  the  manner  required  by  said  Acts  before  the  Nineteenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber One  thousand,  seven  huntked,  and  seventy  six  should  on,  and  after  said  day  Jjecome 
Void  and  of  none  effect,  and  as  sundry  military  Officers  of  this  State  have  neglected  to 
get  their  Commissions  made  to  conform  as  aforesaid;  And  it  being  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  this,  and  the  other  united  States  that  the  whole  Militia  be  constantly  prepared 
&  properly  organized  for  Duty :  And  especially  necessary  at  this  time  to  expedite  the 
marching  that  part  of  the  Militia  now  order'd  for  reinforceing  tlie  Army  at  New  York, 
and*  defence  of  a  neighbouring  Government.  It  is  therefore  Resolved  tliat  all  military 
Commissions  now  in  force  shall  be,  and  continue  in  full  force,  and  effect  on  the  same  Nine- 
teenth day  of  September,  and  from  thence  to  the  19'>.  Day  of  January  next  after,  such 
•  Commissions  not  being  made  to  conform  as  aforesaid  notwithstanding,  in  Cotincil.  Read, 
&  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council."  — Council  Records,  vol. 
xxxr  ,p.2-,6. 

Before  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  for  the  alteration  of  military  commissions,  the 
following  resolve  was  passed,  still  further  extending  the  time  for  that  busim  ss :  — 

"  Dec.  6,  177S.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  t  Whereas  in,  and  by  one  Act  or  law 
of  this  State  made  in  the  present  year  of  the  Christian  Era  for  establishing  the  Stile  of 
Commissions  &c  and  by  one  other  Act  in  Addition  thereto ;  it  is  Ordered  that  all  military 
Commissions  issued  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council  of  this  State  before  the  first  day  of 
June  One  thousand,  seven  hundred,  &  seventy  six,  and  bearing  the  date  of  the  year  of 
the  Reign  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  afterwards  made  conformable  as  to  the 
Stiie,  and  date  in  the  manner  required  by  said  Acts,  before  the  nineteenth  day  of  September 
One  thousand  seven  hundi'ed,  (^  seventy  six  should  on,  and  after  said  day  liecome  Void, 
and  of  none  effect,  which  commissions  altho'  not  made  to  conform  as  aforesaid  have  by  a 
Resolve  of  this  State  dated  Sep-.  16"»  1776.  l)een  continued  in  full  force  until  the  19=.';  day  of 
January  1777.  And  as  sundry  military  Officers  of  this  State,  have  still  neglected  to  get 
their  Commissions  made  to  conform  as  aforesaid;  And  it  ])eing  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  this,  and  the  other  United  States  that  the  whole  Militia  be  constantly  prepared,  and 
properly  Organized  for  Duty;  And  especially  necessary  at  this  time  to  expedite  the 
marching  that  part  of  the  Militia  now  ordered  for  reinforceing  the  American  Army  at,  or 
near  New- York,  It  is  therefore  Resolved,  that  all  Military  Commissions  now  in  force  shall 
be,  and  continue  in  full  force,  and  effect  on  the  same  nineteenth  Day  of  January  1777,  and 
from  thence  until  the  further  Order  of  the  General  Court.  —  In  CouucO.  Read,  &  Con- 
curred.   Consented  to  liy  15  of  the  Council."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  XXXVT.,  p.  279. 

The  following  are  the  "iiroceedings  to  legalize  the  acts  of  the  deputies  of  Sheritlllichmond, 
of  Bristol  County,  whose  commission  was  not  altered  under  the  provisions  of  this  chap- 
ter: — 

"Mar.  6,  1777.  Petition  of  Saml  Fales  Clerk  of  the  Sessions  &  pleas  for  the  County  of 
Bristol  by  Desire  of  a  Number  of  the  Justices  of  said  County  &  others  interested.  Setting 
forth— That  whereas  your  Honors  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1776.  did  among  other  thuigs 
Euact,  that  all  Commissions  Issued  by  the  Major  part  of  the  Council  since  tlic  Nineteenth 
of  Sep'..  1776.  &  no  lon.ger,  except  renewed  and  altered  agreeable  to  an  Act  for  the  Estab- 
lishing the  Stile  of  Commissions  &  altering  the  Stile  of  Writs  &c — That  the  Commission 
of  Silvester  Richmond  Esq'.,  late  Sheriff  for  the  County  of  Bristol,  being  f Issued  before 
the  said  Nineteenth  of  Sept'..  A  D  1776.)  not  renewed  and  altered  conformalue  to  said  Act, 
was  after  said  Nineteenth  of  Sepf..  A  D  1776— null  &  void  A  of  no  Effect. — Tbat  the  deputies 
of  said  Silvester  (being  ignorant  of  the  Expiration  of  said  Silvesters  Commission,)  did, 
after  said  19"'  of  Sep'..  1776.  &  until  Zephan'!.  Leonard  Esq":  was  appointed  &  Commis- 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  August  Bession,  chapter  LXXXVIU. 
t  Ibid.,  November  Bession,  cliapter  CLUI. 
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sionated  as  Sheriff  for  s'^.  County  of  Bristol,  execute  "Writs,  processes  &c,  cause  Lands  to 
be  appraised  &  set  ofif;  and  Lave  made  Attacliments  on  real  and  personal  Estates,  by- 
Virtue  of  ^V'rits,  precepts  &c,  on  wliicli  Judgments  have  not  yet  been  rendered,  and  did 
transact  Business  of  every  Ivind,  in  the  same  manner,  that  legal  Deputies  are  wont  to 
transact — That  by  reason  of  the  above  doings  many  Difficulties,  inconveniences,  &  greit 
injustice  are  lilce  to  arise,  &  take  place  within  said  County  :  unless  speedily  prevented  by 
the  Legislature  of  this  State. — 

Wherefore  (seeing  said  County  was  destitute  of  a  legal  Sheriff  from  and  after  the  said 
19"'  of  Sep'..  1776,  'till  the  appointment  of  Zeph";.  Leonard  Esq'.,  as  aforesaid,)  it  is  humbly 
requested,  that  your  Honors  would  take  the  premisses  in  Consideration,  and  establish  the 
proceedings  of  saitl  Deputies,  by  an  Act  for  that  purpose;  or  any  other  way,  that  your 
Honors  in  your  Great  Wisdom  may  devise,  to  prevent  Injuries  arising  to  any  One  by 
means  of  the  Transactions   abovesaid.  — 

'  In  the  House  of  Representatives. — *Whereastis  represented  to  this  Court,  that  several  of 
the  deputy  Sheriffs  for  the  County  of  Bristol  under  Silvester  Richmond  Esq'.,  late  Sheri:f 
of  said  County,  Served  and  Executed  divers  Writs  &  Processes  to  tliem  directed,  witliout 
knowing  that  tljeir  Povrer  and  Authority,  by  the  expuation  of  the  Commission,  issued  to 
the  said  Silvester,  expired  upon  tlie  19'"  day  of  September  one  thousand  seven  hundred  & 
seventy  Six  Whereljy  Injury  and  Injustice  will  accrue  to  divers  Persons  unless,  an 
Adequate  remedy  be  provided  in  that  behalf  it  is  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  all  Acts  and  doings  of  the  said  several  under,  or  deputy  Sheriffs  in  their 
respective  offices  under  the  said  Silvester,  fi-om  and  after  the  19"'  day  of  Septeml)fer  1776. 
and  until  Zepheniah  Leonard  Esqr  the  present  Sheriff  of  said  County,  was  Commis- 
sionated  and  Sworn,  as  Sheriff  of  said  County;  Be  and  hereljy  are  Established — ratified 
and  Confirmed,  as  fully  and  effectually  to  every  intent  and  purpose,  as  tho'  the  Coinis- 
fiion  granted  to  the  said  Silvester  Riclmiond  Esq'.,  for  Executing  the  Duties  of  Sheriff  for 
said  County  of  Bristol,  had  during  that  period  Ijeen  in  full  force  and  Virtue,  any  Law  usage 
or  custom  to  the  Contrary  Notwithstanding.  —  In  Council  read  and  concurred  Consented 
to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."— /6«i.,  vol.  XXX  VII.,  p.  27.  • 

Chap.  3.  Upon  the  following  petition  (the  date  of  presentation  of  which,  to  the  House, 
does  not  appear,  but  whicli  was  referred  to  a  committee,  before  June  26,  1771,)  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  day  last  named,  reported  that  *^^ha  iietitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and 
Col.  Williams  was  appointed  to  prepare  the  l)ill  accordingly. 

"Province  of  The    )     To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esqr  Cap'..  General  and 

Massachusetts  Bay  j      commander  in  cliief  in  and  over  his  Majestys  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bav  in  New-England. 
And  To  the  Honourable  his  Majestys  Council  and  house  of  Representatives  in  General 
court  assembled  At  Cambridge  The  301'  Jiy  of  May  1770 : 

The  Humble  petition  of  Luke  Vornaunum  &  others  hereto  subscribers  Who  have  made 
Settlements  on  Lands  l)elonging  To  said  Province  in  The  County  of  Berkshire  and  on  The 
west  frontiers  of  The  said  Province  where  There  are  upwards  of  forty  families  which 
belong  To  no  Town  and  are  destitute  of  The  priviledges  and  advantages  of  Incorporated 
Societies  in  This  Province  b.y  wliich  means  your  petitioners  Labour  luider  great  inconve- 
niencies  with  respect  To  all  piil^liclv  matters  and  regulations  which  is  Necessar.y  for  the  well 
being  of  Society.  Wherefore  Your  petitioners  most  humbl.y  pray  That  your  Honour  and 
The  honourable  Court  Would  be  pleased  in  .you  great  wisdom  and  goodness  To  Incorporate 
your  petitioners  iwid  The  other  Inhabitants  living  on  The  Lands  hereafter  described  into 
one  distinct  town  or  district  granting  The  privileilges  and  enjoyning  The  duties  Usual  To 
Such  Incorporated  Societies  :  (viz)  bounding  Nortli  upon  the  south  Line  of  Williams  Town 
Easton  The  west  line  of  Lansborough  west  on  The  Province  Line  That  divides  between  This 
Province  and  The  Province  of  New  York,  and  South  upon  The  south  line  of  Uzziel  Barker 
and  Ezra  Sanfords  Farms.    And  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray. 


The  Great  Hollow  south 

of  Williamstown  June  6'.''  1770. 

Sam'-''  Gkippin 

Jesse  Sch'ire 

Jonathan  Douglass 

Nathaniel  Douglass 

Jacob  Lobden 

Hezekiah  Hammon 

John  Hammon, 

Richard  Treat 

James  Mug 

Eleasar  deming 

John  Woddoms 

Nathanel  D.^rro 

Joshua  simons 

Pelar  Roe 

John  graham 

John  Clark 

Hesecyah  hamon 

EusAL  Barcar 

Ezra  Sanford 

Josiah  Dua 

Akon  kibbe 

izrel  bacon, 
Archives,  vol.  118,^.  454. 


Daniel  Parce 
William  Wait 
Frances  Sweet 
John  Clothier 
Silas  Alsworth 
William  Hadsall 
John  Eccleston 
Wheeler  Douglass 
Caleb  C.-vrr 
Thomas  Draper 
David  Sweet 
Caleb  Sherman 
James  Raynolds 
Clark  Rogers 
Jacob  Glezon 
David  Vaughn 
Caleb  Gardner 
William  Boardman 
Sam''''  Hand 
John  broun 
Samewel  Shermon 
Joseph  brigs 


Luke  Vornornum 
Asa  Douglass 
John  Wickwire 
Palmer  Gardner 
Reynolds  Cahoon 
Isaac  Perry 
William  Douglass. 
Thomas  Stillwell 
James  Darrow 
John  Boardman 
Ambross  Clothier 
Martin  Townsend 
Daniel  Squire 
Reuben  Suuire 
John  Whalen 
Uriah  Malery 
Job  Dolly, 
David  JIaveny, 
C.\leb  Gardner  Jun 
Amasa  Townsend 
David  Sprague 
-Nathanel  garner 
Samuel  garnar 
Danel  garnar." — Mass, 


*  f  rioted  resolves,  chapter  H. 
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The  bill  reported  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  June  28th,  had  its  flrst  reading  on  the 
27th,  was  read  a  second  time  on  the  day  t'oUowini^,  and  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
to  be  engrossed,  July  1,  1771.  The  Council,  however,  at  llie  stage,  refused  to  concur,  and 
the  bill  was  lost.  The  following  are  the  boundaries  of  the  territory  sought  to  be  incor- 
porated by  this  l)ill :  — 

"  The  Tra''t  of  Land  aforesaid,  contained  within  the  Lines  and  Limits  following.  Viz': 
Bounded  North  on  the  South  Lino  of  Williarastown,  West  on  the  Line  between  this  Prov- 
ince and  the  Province  of  New  York;  South  upon  the  South  Line  of  Uzial  Barlcer  and 
Ezra  Sanford's  Farms,  from  thence  East  tvventy  Degrees  South  to  the  Top  of  the  moun- 
tain; thence  north  Twenty  Degrees  East  to  tbe  norlij  Line  of  Benjamin  Gucridge's  Grant; 
thence  East  Twenty  Degrees  South  to  the  Southwest  Corner  of  Lancsborough ;  then  by 
the  West  Line  of  said  Lanesborough  'till  you  come  to  the  northwest  Corner;  from  thence 
Noith  40.  Degrees  West  to  the  South  Line  of  said  WiWiamstown."  —  Extract  from  the 
orif/itial  bill :   ibid.,  p.  ioQ.^ 

No  farther  attempt  to  secure  an  act  of  incorporation  has  been  discovered,  until  1775, 
during  the  second  session  of  the  General  Court,  when  the  following  proceedings  began  :  — 

"  Oct.  13, 1775.  A  Petition  oi  Asa  Djuc/lass,  Agent  lor  the  Town  of  Jericho,  praying  that 
that  Town  may  be  incorporated;  read  aiid  committed  to  Major  Sms<A,  Mr.  Kollock,  Mr. 
Mills,  Mr.  Roseter  and  Mr,  Wilson." —  House  Journal,  p.  160. 

On  the  16th  of  Octoljer  this  committee  reported  "  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  bo 
granted,"  and  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill.  On  the  28th,  the  bill, 
having  been  reported,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  at  "  the  next  session  of  this 
court." 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1776,  an  order  was  passed,  in  the  House,  appointing  a  committee 
to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  admitting  Asa  Douglass,  the  petitioner,  to  a  seat  in  the  House, 
upon  the  certificate  of  a  special  committee  of  the  plantation  of  Jericho.  On  the  22d,  this 
committee  reported  a  resolve,  as  ordered,  and,  though  the  report  was  not  aecepteil,  the 
bill  of  this  chapter  passed  its  several  stages,  to  engrossment,  and  was  sent  up  for  concur- 
rence. 

On  the  24th,  a  petition  from  Jericho,  and  the  answer  thereto,  were  laid  upon  the  table. 
These  papers  have  not  been  found;  but  the  following  entry  appears  in  the  journals  of  the 
House:  — 

"  June  23,  1776.  Caleb  Cushinq,  Esq;  brought  down  the  bill,  intituled, '  An  act  for 
erecting  the  plantation  called  Jericho,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  into  a  town  l)y  the 
name  of  Jericho.'     Passed  in  Council,  and  sent  down   for  concurrence. 

Head  and  concm-red,  with  the  following  alteration,  viz.  The  House  propose  to  dele  at 
(A)  the  name  ^Jericho,'  and  insert  '  Hancock.'    t^ent  up  for  concurrence."  —  Ibid.,  j).  fiO. 

On  the  second  day  of  July,  this  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches,  and  a 
precept  was  ordered  to  the  inhabitants,  for  the  choice  of  a  representative  "if  they  see 
cause." 

The  next  day  after  the  enactment  of  the  bill,  the  following  proceedings  took  place :  — 

"To  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  Assembly  fo;-  the  Province  of  the  Massechusetts 
0  ly  ^  now  Conveigned  at  Watertown  the  Adress  Remonstrance  and  Petetion,of  us  the 
Siii)scribers  being  Inhabitants  of  a  New  pi  ice  Called  Jericho,  Ajoining  York  Goverment, 
i ymg  ill  the  County  of  Birkshire  and  Province  atforesaid.  Humbly  Sheweth  that  whareas 
a  Petction  hath  been  prefered  to  this  Honnour:it)le  Court,  for  the  Incorporating  Said  Jeri- 
cho as  a  Township,  we  your  Humble  Petetioners  haveim^  well  Considered  the  Conse- 
quenses  ariseing  tharefrom,  would  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Honnours  the  present 
Curom^tanccs  of  your  Petetioners,  Relative  to  our  Situation  for  a  Township,  that  our 
Lauds  (it  for  Cultivation  Cheifly  lie  Confined  in  a  Very  Narrow  Hollow,  between  two 
large  ranges  of  Rugcd  Mountains,  wtiich  Mountains  contain  and  take  up  more  than  two 
thirds  of  the  whole  quantity  of  our  Lands,  the  Hollow  in  many  places  not  more  than  one 
hundred  Rods  wide,  from  one  Mountain  to  the  other,  admiting  of  but  one  teer  of  Farms 
thron,'h  the  whole  Place,  together  with  Some  Scattering  people  upon  the  Granted  & 
un,n-anted  parts  of  the  Mountains,  and  the  Distance  from  Lanesborough  and  Pitsfeild 
West  hncs,  which  is  our  East  line,  to  the  Suposcd  York  line,  Scarcely  three  miles  at  the 
widest  place,  antl  the  South  part  not  near  that  Distance,  Lying  as  is  Petetioned  for,  near 
Seventeen  Miles  in  length,  which  must  make  us  Extreamly  111  Situated,  So  that  many  of 
the  Inhiljitanis  that  live  not  more  than  three  or  four  Miles  from  Ritchmont,  Meeting 
House, -in  oi-der  to  meet  and  come  together  in  the  middle  of  this  long  and  narrow  Extent, 
must  Travel  Near  tcr'i  Miles  and  this  middle  is  like  the  middle  of  a  Cord  Close  to  one 
Side,  by  York  line,  and  the  Ruggedness  of  the  Mountains,  is  such,  that  tis  impracticable 
to  m.ik  a  Road  in  Jericho,  to  pass  from  the  North  to  tlie  South  Part  of  the  Intended 
Town,  and  Consequently  are  obliged  to  Travtd  four,  or  five  Miles  in  York  Goverment, 
the  Cheif  Settlers  beingonly  one  Row  of  Houses  throuijh  the  the  Hollow,  and  but  Very 
few  Spots  that  will  Admit  of  a  Good  Farm  on  Either  Sidj  the  Mountains,  East  and  West 
of  us,  and  whereas  this  place  is  the  out  Skirts  of  the  Province,  and  has  been  under  no 
proper  Regulation,  Lying  upon  the  Disputed  York  line,  it  has  proved  an  .\ssaluin  for 
many  Poor  People,  that  had  no  whare  Else  to  go,  who  have  Settled  upon  the  ungranted 
Lands,  who  greatly  Swell  our  Numbers,  but  arc  not  like  to  Increase  our  Abilities,  many 
of  whoiu  being  Ignorant  of  the  manner  and  Duty  of  an  incorporated  Town,  and  Conse- 
quently have  been  the  easyer  Drawn  into  and  Influenced  to  Consent  to  the  atfors'}  Pete- 
tion,  by  a  few  artful!  ambitious  and  Designinir  Men,  in  Order  as  is  thought  to  Probegate 
their  own  Intre-^t,  however  Disintresting  it  may  [)rove  to  the  rest  of  the  Inhabitants,  the 
particulars  of  which  will  be  too  tegeous  to  Trouble  your  Honnours  with  at  Present, 
Said  Inhabitants  haveing  well  Considered  the  fatal  Consequences  of  Incorporating  as  a 
Town  a  place  So  ill  Situated  for  a  Township  and  unequal  to  the  Task,  Considering  at  the 
Same  time  that  a  Small  Variation  in  the  Supposed  York  line,  when  ever  it  may  be  Settled 
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may  take  a  preat  Pai"t  of  the  most  Valliiable  land  in  the  phice,  and  if  so  those  Very  men 
who  Strive  most  to  Git  tiie  Town  Incorporated  will  fall  into  York  Govcrment  whare 
much  of  their  most  Valliial)Ie  Improvements  are  at  preset,  and  thereby  Shun  the  Burthen 
themselves,  which  they  are  precureini;  for  others,  we  would  further  ask  leave  to  Inlbrni 
your  Uonnours,  that  this  is  the  Second  Pctetion  of  this  Kind  which  we  have  endeavoured 
to  Lay  before  the  Assembly,  the  former  of  which  we  Sent  Some  Years  ago  was  ungener- 
ously Scoped  by  the  way.  Your  Humlile  Petetioners  bog  leave  to  add,  that  from  a  Due 
Consideration  of  our  own  Inabili!ies  by  being  So  young  a  Scttlcinenf,  not  more  than  nine 
or  ten  Years  Sence  it  began,  and  three  fourths  of  the  Inhabitants  not  half  that  time, 
together  with  our  Inconvenient  Situation,  the  Poverty  of  Great  part  of  our  Inhabitants, 
together  with  the  Great  Expence  our  Invaded  Countiy  must  be  at  in  the  present  imhapy 
Dispute  with  Great  Brittain,  we  think  Renders  it  our  indespensible  Duty  to  come  Like 
Children  to  Parents  Beseeching  your  Kind  Interposition  in  our  behalf,  that  beging  leave, 
to  tell  your  Honnours  that  we  Yew  our  Selves  altogether  unfit  for  a  Township  and  in- 
capeable  to  perfom  the  Duties  thereof  but  are  willing  if  your  Hnnnours  in  your  Wisdom 
shall  see  fit,  to  be  Set  off  as  a  District,  to  begin  at  the  IMorwest  Corner  of  Pitsfgld,  and 
Extend  North  to  the  South  West  Corner  of  Williams  Town,  and  West  to  York  line,  or  if 
not  that  we  may  be  Anex'l  to  U>  Lainsborough,  and  Williamstown,  the  Same  Extent  — 
wherefore  we  pray  that  Your  Honnours  would  take  the  alfair  into  Consideration,  and  do 
that  which  in  your  Wise  Council  Shall  apear  to  be  most  Constitutional  Just  and  Equal, 
and  your  Petetioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  will  Ever  Pray 
Jericho  ,lune  y<;  21}^}'  A  D  1776 

Robert  Sweet 


Eleazer  Bateman 
Gahdner  Eldred 
Jeremiah  Greene 
Raynolu  Cahoox 
Joseph  Hand 
Palmer  Gardiner 
Robert  Carr 
Daniel  osborn 
Caleb  Gardner 
Israel  thomas 
Henry  Haszard 
Peleg  Carr 
Jonathan  Haszard 
John  Lee 
Philemon  Lee 
John  franklin 
George  Gardnier 
Francis  Sweet 


Peleg  Sweet 
Adaji  Casey 
Nathan  Whitford 
Benjamin  Gardner 
John  Garunier 
SAM^•■  Hand 
Richard  Bradway 
John  Ecclston 
Joseph  Hadsall 
William  Kittel 
Amasa  Townsen 
Shibxaii  Spink 
EZekiL  wetford 
Nathunel  Gardner 
Richmond  Carr 
John  Austen 
Daniel  gardn 
Job  Doley 


John  Stanton 
John  Wightman 
Christo'''^'^'*     Kinyon 
Edward  Carr 
Edwakd  Greenman 
Elijah  Brown 
Gideon  Brayton 
John  Fordice 
Thomas  'Wightman 
Eligah  Cuningham 
Adley  Greenman 
Ruben  corah 
John  nichols 
Timothy  Walker 
John  Cunningham 
William  Keech 
Gershom  Shearman 
William  Douqlas 
Jajies  Reynolds 


Henry  Sweet 

In  Council  July  3!  1776 

Read  &  thereupon  resolv'd  that  Eldad  Taylor  Esq''  and  such  as  y*  Honi'.'  House  may 
join  be  a  CoiTiittee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  repealing  An  Act  entituled  an  Act  for  erecting 
y"  Plantation  call'd  Jericho  in  y«  County  of  Berkshire  into  a  Town  by  y«  Name  of  Han- 
cock, pass'd  y  present  Session    Sent  down  for  Conciu-rcnce 

3n°^  Avery  Dpy  Secy." — Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  ISl,  p.  102. 

In  the  House,  this  petition  was  "  Read  and  Ordered  to  lie  'till  next  Session." 

"To  the  Honnourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  the  Memorial  of  a  nnmljer  of  the  inhabitants  the  iSorth  part  of  Jericho  Alies 
Hancock  beg  leave  to  Shew  that  whareas  your  Petetioners  j)ieiered  a  petition,to  this  Hon- 
nourable Coiiit  endeavouring  to  Set  fourth  the  inconvenient  and  Disadvantageous  Situa- 
tion, that  our  long  and  narrow  strip  of  Land  is  in,  to  be  incorporated,  as  a  Township,  our 
Said  petetion  not  ariving  till  after  the  Act  for  incorporateing  the  Place  was  past,  which  Sor- 
rowfull  News  your  Petetioners  Lament  to  Hear,  being  fully  confalent  had  your  Honnours 
but  Known  the  True  Situation  and  Circumstances  of  the  Place,  that  the  United  prayer  of 
every  Individual  Parson  in  it,  would  not  have  prevailed  with  your  Honnours  to  have  Laid 
us  under  the  Disadvantage  of  being  incorporated  as  a  Town,  but  as  we  think  the  Great- 
est.necessity  makes  it  our  Duty,  to  Entreat  your  Honnours  again  to  take  the  affiih-  into 
your  wise  Consideration,  and  Repeal  Said  Act  if  it  may  apear  agreable  to  Your  Wisdom 
So  we  undertake  the  Disagreable  Task  not  as  we  think,  from  a  Disposition  for  Contention, 
but  Extremmity  it  Self  is  the  cause,  as  we  think  we  are  able  to  make  it  apear  we  have 
long  been  most  Cruely  opresed  and  Tiranised  over,  and  are  like  to  be  troden  underfoot  in 
Comparison  of  Sivel  Lilierty,  l)y  Asa  Douglass,  and  those  he  has  for  Some  years  past  been 
influencing  to  be  his  asociates  and  assistants  who  we  for  Six  or  Seven  Years  past,  have 
Vewed  to  be  an  inveterate  Enemy  to  m[any*]  of  us,  thattakeing  the  advantage  of  the 
present  Struggles  with  Great  Britain  and  the  Distraction  from  thence  ariseing,  has  Spent 
great  part  of  his  time  in  Spreading  the  most  inflametory  reports,  and  that  in  the  most 
agrevateing  manner,  against  us  his  Neighbours,  in  the  ajacent  Towns,  and  to  the  most  prin- 
ci^jal  men  in  our  County,  that  we  ware  Tories  and  unfriendly  to  our  Country,  and  at  home  : 
takeing  the  most  abucive  measures  with  us,  and  as  to  the  afforsaid  reports  against  us  we 
absolutely  Declare  thein  to  be  false,  that  we  as  a  People  Detlare  we  are  and  have  been 
bothc  ready  and  willimr  to  Join  with  our  Distresed  Country  and  Sacrifice  both  our  lives 
and  intrests  in  its  Defence.  Your  petetioners,  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Honnors  to  our 
afforsaid  petetion  remaining  on  file,  and  also  a  Complaint  of  Some  Cruel  Treatment  from 
those  Men.    Said  complaint  not  being  Entered  Last  Session,  as  the  Court  was  about  Rise- 
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ing  when  it  Came  and  as  your  petetioners  Desire  nothing  but  a  fair  imparcial  Hearing  we 
pray  that  if  your  Honnours  See  fit  to  refer  our  Case  to  a  Coium[ittee*]  that  Birkshire 
County  may  be  exemted,  and  Vollentine  llathbon  io  a  eerticular  Manner  as  one  we  looli 
upon  in  Close  Connection  With  Said  Douglass  and  Greatly  prejudiced  against  us.  Your 
petetionors  Considering  ourselves  as  Strtigeling  under  the  most  Crueropresion  Beging 
your  Honnours  to  have  patience  in  hearing  ns  and  do  that  which  in  your  Wise  Council- 
Shall  Seem  Meet — And  you  Petetioners  as  in  Duty  bound  will  Ever  pray. 


Edward  Greenman 
Timothy  Walker 
Wv.  Kittle 
James  Rexxalds 
Jesse  Clother 
Peleo  Carr 
Abel  Broadway 
John  Gardner 
John  Greenman 
Amosy  Townsen  Jun" 
Thomas  Wightman 
GARsiiAN  Shearman 
Benj'^  Gardner 
Elijah  Cunningham 
Jonathan  Haszard 
Henry  Haszard 
Ruben  Corah 
Robert  Sweet 
Peleg  Sweet 

EZEKIEL  WhITFORD 

Shibna  Spink 


Elijah  Brown 
Thomas  Rogers 
Christopher  Kinyon 
Amosy  Townsen 
John  Fordice 
Richard  Broadway 
Nathaniel  Gardner 
John  Cuningham 
Phelimon  Lee 
John  Clother 
W"  Keetch 
Robert  Carr 
John  Nichols 
John  Wightman 
John  Stanton 
Israel  Thomas 
Edward  Carr 
Ritchmoxd  Carr 
Henry-  Sweet 
John  Austin 


Caleb  Gardner 
Eliazar  Bateman 
Daniel  Gardner 
John  Lee 
Francis  Sweet 
Ebenezar  Franklin 
Addam  Casey 
John  Franklin 
Nathan  Whitford 
Rennalds  Cahoon 
Thomas  Draper 
Samuel  Roggers 
Daniel  PIill 
Jeremiah  Green 
Gardener  Hill 
Daniel  Orsborn 
Gedeon  Braton 
Joseph  Hand 
Malletiah  Hatch 
Ishamel  Spink 
William  Douglas 


Adley  Greenman 
Sam'-.''  Hand  &  five  more  on  the  other  for  the  same."  ■  -Ibid.,  p.  198. 
"  Praying  this  may  be  heard  f 

To  the  Honnourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  now  Conveined  at  Watertown  this  Memorial  Humbly  Shewcth  — 

that  we  your  Petetioners  l)eing  Inhabitants  of  the  South  part  of  what  is  Called  Jericho 
being  informed  that  A  Petetion  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  North  part  of  s?  Jericho  hath 
been  Laid  before  your  Honnours  representing  that  si^f  Jericho  as  it  is  petetioned  for  Incor- 
poration as  a  Town  is  Situated  in  manner  following  Viz  that  our  Lands  fit  for  cultivation 
or  Improvement  Chiefly  lie  Confined  in  a  Narrow  Hollow  between  two  Large  Ranges  of 
Ruged  Mountains  which  Contain  and  take  up  more  than  two  third  parts  of  our  place,  ad- 
miting  in  but  Very  few  Spots  of  but  one  Teer  of  farms  through  the  whole  together  with 
Some  Scatering  People  upon  the  ungranted  Mountains  and  the  Distance fi'om  Lansbour- 
ough  and  Pitsfleld  west  lines  together  with  part  of  Ritchmont  and  New  ashfort  West  lines 
to  the  Suposed  York  line  is  Scarce  any  whare  to  exceed  tlu'ee  miles  and  the  South  part  not 
near  So  much  which  is  our  Wedtli  and  Lying  as  is  petetioned  for  near  Seventeen  or  Eigh- 
teen miles  in  length  and  moi-e  than  half  tJaat  Distance  from  the  South  End  Northerly  the 
Hollow  or  flat  Lands  almost  all  in  York  Goverment  leaving  but  little  else  besides  Moun- 
tains in  the  South  part  of  What  is  Called  Jericho  wherefore  your  Petetioners  beg  leave  to 
inform  your  Honnours  that  the  above  Discription  we  look  upon  to  be  right  together  the 
Mountains  obliging  us  to  pass  a  number  of  miles  through  a  Town  in  York  goverm'  to  git 
fifom  one  End  the  place  to  the  other  together  with  the  Inconviency  attending,  induce  us  to 
think  it  our  Indespencible  Duty  to  pray  and  Intreat  your  llnnours  to  Repeal  the  Act 
Pased  by  your  Honnourable  Board  in  Your  Last  Scsion  for  Incoi-porating  s']  Jericho  as  a 
Towship  and  that  we  may  be  Considered  as  Joining  wth  our  Neighbours  in  the  North 
part  of  Jericho  afi'orsaid  for  a  repeal  of  S'J  Act  as  it  must  be  So  Extreamly  uncomfortable 
for  the  North  and  South  parts  that  when  tlie  unhapy  party  Dispute  that  Seems  to  rage 
amongst  us  Shall  Cease  we  may  expect  the  Extream  parts  to  be  wearying  the  Assembly 
with  Petetions  to  be  Set  oft' to  the  ajoining  Towns  whare  they  Can  be  So  much  better  ac- 
commodated and  Your  Petetioners  as  in  Duty  bound  Well  Ever  Pray 
Jericho  August  22';^'  A  D  1776  Calvin  Hammond 

Elijah  Goodrich 
Elijah  Goodrich  jun 
John  Goodrich 

Noah  Wheaten."  —  Ihid.^  p.  205. 
On  the  7th  of  September  the  two  foregoing  petitions  were  read,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Messrs.  Otis,  Bliss  and  Preble,  of  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Greenleaf 
and  White,  of  the  Council;  upon  the  report  of  which  committee,  the  Council,  on  the  14th 
of  September,  passed  an  order  dhecting  the  petitioners  to  serve  the  town  clerk  of  Han- 
cock with  a  copy  of  the  petition  and  of  the  order  thereon,  twenty  days,  at  least,  before  the 
return  day,  requhing  the  town  to  show  cause,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  ne.xt  session 
of  the  General  Court,  why  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  not  bo  granted. 

Though  this  order  was  sent  to  the  House  for  conciu'rence,  the  latter  took  no  action 
thereon  until  Oct  25th,  when  the  petitions  were  again  read,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted, 
and  the  order  was  sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence. 

On  the  4th  of  November  the  committee  was  changed,  by  the  substitution  of  Messrs. 
Guild  and  Noyes,  of  the  House,  for  Messrs.  Otis  and  Bliss;  and  David  Sewall,  of  the 

*  Manuscript  mutilated. 

t  These  five  wonls  appear  at  the  head  of  the  petition  which  follows,  but  they  seem' to  be  a  coa- 
tinuation  of  the  final  memurandum  or  concluding  sentence  of  the  preceding  petition. 
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Council,  was  substituted  for  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  who  was  absent;  and,  on  the  7th,  they 
made  the  followin,?  report,  embracin;?,  besides  the  business  before  mentioned,  the  subject 
of  a  memorial  a,!?aint  Asa  Douglass,  the  representative  to  the  Legislature  from  Hancuck,' 
for  allesred  tyrannous  and  unpatriotic  conduct : 

"  The  Committee  of  Ijoth  Houses  upon  the  Petition  of  divers  Inhabitants  of  the  ToAvn  of 
Hancock  formerly  called  Jericho ;  And  memorial  respecting  the  (Conduct  of  Asa  Duglas 
Esq''  are  of  opinion  that  a  full  knowleilge  of  the  several  matters  in  the  memorial  &  Peti- 
tion cannot  be  obtained  unless  by  viewing  the  said  Tract  of  Land  &  hearing  the  pcrtys  nt 
said  Place,  and  therefore  are  of  Opinion  That  a  Committee  should  l)e  sent  to  saitl  Man- 
cock,  of  persons  of  this  State  that  are  not  Inhabitants  within  the  County  of  Birkshive  or 
Haraioshire  to  hear  the  partys  and  make  report  to  the  General  Court  — 

In  Council  Nov.  6,  1776  — Read  &  accepted  &  Walter  Spooner  Esq''  with  such  as  may 
be  joined  by  the  Hon';'  House  he  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the  Town  of  Hancock  &  view  the 
Tract  of  Land  mentioned  and  hear  the  partys  at  the  place  and  make  repoj-t  to  this  Court 
as  soon  as  may  be  —  Sent  down  for  Concurrence  —  John  Avert  D>  Sec'' 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Nov^  7,  1776  —  Read  &  Concurred  and  M-;  Singletary 
&  Cap'.  Hosmore,  are  joined—  T.  Dalton  Sp!'  Pro :  Tem : 

Consented  to  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council  — 

A  true  Copy  attest  Joun  Aveuy  Up^'  Sec^ ."  ^  Ibid  ,  p  209. 
The  following  supplementary  petitions  appear  in  the  archives,  but  no  record  of  any 
action  upon  them  has  been  discovered :  — 

"  Hancock  Nov.  23.  A  D  1776  — 
This  is  to  Certify  that  we  whose  Names  ai-e  hereunto  ahxt  are  Desirous  that  the  place 
Called  Hancock  may  not  be  a  Township  and  that  the  Act  for  Incorporateing  tlie  Same  may 
be  Repealed 

Calvin  Hammond  Jeremiah  Goodrick  Gideon  martin 

Joshua  Lobdell  Amos  Hammond  Simeon  jiartin 

James  Lobdell  William  Wheaten  Josei'ii  Sanford 

Elijah  Goodrich  .iu         William  Borman  Hezekiah  Hammond 

Jesse  Goodrich  Clark  Rogers  Elijah  Goodrich 

John  Goodrich  James  Darrow  John   Shapley."— /6/rZ., 

p.  210. 

"  We  the  Subscribers  Inhabatants  of  the  town  of  Hancok  do  hearby  Sertifi  that  we  had 
no  warning  of  the  meating  of  this  town  nor  wear  present  when  the  town  agread  to  Petition 
the  Gen'  Cort  to  he  incorperated  &  desier  the  Hon'"  Cort  to  Set  a  Side  the  Incorperation 
December  y^  4^5. 1776 

Nathan  Dart  Abraham  G rover        Silis  Beokitt 

Hains  Chapman  David  Finnet  Ebenezek  S^vege, 

Daniel  Beckitt,  Ebenezer  Cii\pmo's."  —  Ihi.rl. 

The  final  report  of  the  committee,  omitting  only  sucli  portions  as  refer  solely  to  the 
charges  against  Asa  Douglass,  is  as  follows  :  — 

"the  Committee  of  both  houses  upon  the  Petition  of  dcvirs  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Hancock  formerly  called  Jericho;  And  Memorial  respecting  the  Conduct  of  Asa  Duglas 
Esq''  have  attended  that  sarvis  viewed  s*  Town,  and  fully  heard  the  partys  at  the  place 
du-ected,  and  Meturely  Considred  theiron  and  Report  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  s'.'  Com'f« 
that  the  Tract  of  Land  Incorporated  by  the  name  of  Hancock  should  so  continew  for  y« 
present  *  *  W  Srooser  by  Order 

In  Council  Jaiv  15.  1777    Read  &  Accepted    Sent  down  for  Concnrrence 

John  Avery  Dp>'  SeO" 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan.  17,  1777.    Read  &  concurrd 

J  Warren  Spkr 
Consented  to—"     [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council],.  —  Ibid.,  ;j.  211. 

Chap.  4.  On  the  28th  of  June,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hawley, 
Lowell,  Watson,  Orne  and  Pickering,  of  the  House,  and  Powell,  Spooner,  Winthrop  and 
Thomas  Cushing,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  "  to  consider  and  report  what  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done  by  this  court  before  it  is  adjonrned."  Tlie  report  of  this  committee  was 
brou"'ht  down  to  the  House  the  next  day ;  the  second  paragrapli  running  as  follows ;  — 

"  Your  Committee  would  further  recommend  that  tlie  Treasurer  be  directed  to  hire  the 
Sura  of  one  hundred  thousand  Pounds  as  soon  as  may  be  for  the  Use  of  the  Colony  &  that 
a  Bill  be  brot  in  to  enable  the  Treasurer  so  to  do."  —Mass.  Archives,  vol.  137,  p.  97- 

Messrs.  Story,  Whittemore  and  Preble  were  thereupon  "appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
dh-ect  y  treasurer  to  borrow  i'100,000  agreeable  to  y-  2d  paragraph." 

A  bill  was  prepared,  accordingly,  which  was  "read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  recom- 
mitted," on  the  29th,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  on  the  first  of  July,  and  passed  to  be 
enacted  on  the  day  following.  i  ,,r     ,  „ 

On  the  25th  of  October  a,committec,  consisting  of  Messrs  Dalton,  Palmer  and  Wendell, 
of  the  House,  was  appointed  "  to  bring  in  a  resolve  to  increase  the  interest  agreed  to  be 
allowed  on  the  money  the  treasury*  is  ordered  to  l)orrow,  and  that  the  same  be  fixed  at  six 
per  cent  and  the  same  interest  be  allowed  to  those  that  have  already  lent  this  government 
any  money  in  conformity  to  the  acts  of  this  government  empowering  the  treasury*  to  bor- 
row money."  ,    ,     ,  „      .  ,     ^ 

On  the  same  day  this  committee  reported  the  following  resolvef:  — 
"In  House  of  Representatives  October  251'  1776  — 

Whereas  the  Receiver  General  of  this  State  has,  by  two  several  Acts  passed  in  May  & 
July  of  the  present  year,  been  impowered  to  borrow  the  Sum  6f  One  hundred  and  fifty 

*  Sic.  i   Xot  in  Ihc!  iiiiiited  resolves. 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws.  — 1776-77.  GGl 

[revolutionary    period  —  "  STATE."] 

thousand  Pounds  at  the  Rate  of  five  ^  Cent  Interest  -^  annum— and  whereas  Tie  has  not 
as  yet  been  able  to  procure  but  Part  of  the  Sum   l)eforeuientioned  upon  the  Terms  pre- 
scribed by  said  Acts,  &  the  jireseiit  Exigencies  of  this  State  requke  an  immediate  Supply 
of  Money— therefore  Resolved  that  the  Receiver  General  of  this  State  1)6  and  herel)y  is 
impowered  and  directed,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  Ijorrow  of  such  Persons,  as  are  willing  to 
lend  the  same,  such  a  Sum  as  with  y  Sum  already  borrowed  will  make  up  the  Sum  of 
One  hundi'ed  &  fifty  thousand  Pounds    beforemeiitioned,  at  the  Rate  of  Six  per  cent  <^ 
annum  and  for  the  same  Time  as  is  directed  by  the  Acts  aforesaid — And  it  is  further 
resolved — That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  is  hereliy,  directed  to  pay  the  like  Interest  of  six  (^ 
Cent  ^P*  Annum  on  Notes  issued  for  Monies  akeady  borrowed  l)y  Virtue  of  said  Acts — 
from  tlieir  Dates  respectively—    The  Tenor  of  said  Notes  notwithstanding- 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  NVahkkx  Splc" 
In  Council  Ocf..  29'.''  1776        Read  &  Concurr'd               John  Avert  Dp'''  Sec>' 
Consented  to. — "[Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  210,  p  440. 

During  the  third  session  the  following  resolves*  were  passed,  to  secure  a  more  prompt 
subscrii)tion  to  the  loan  :  — • 

"  Dec.  6.  177G.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  it  is  of  the  greatest  im])ort- 
an('e  to  the  safety  of  tliis  State  that  a  large  supply  of  money  bu  immediately  put  into  the 
public  Treasury  to  answer  the  present  Exigencies  of  the  Government,  and.  it  will  be  very 
incoavenient  at  present  to  make  any  further  Emissions  of  paper  Money,  and  whereas  by 
an  Act  of  this  Court  passed  this  present  Year  the  Treasurer  is  impo'.ver'd  to  borrow  the 
Sum  of  One  hundred  thousand  pounds.  Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of 
Correspondence,  Safety,  and  Inspection  of  every  Town  and  place  in  this  State  l3e,  and 
hereby  are  directed  immediately  to  open  Sul)scription  Lists,  and  to  apply  to  such  persons 
within  their  respective  Town  or  place  as  they  may  think  proper  for  the  loan  of  such  Sums 
of  Money  as  they  can  possibly  spare  for  the  service  of  this  State  for  which  according  to 
said  Act  the  Treasurers  Notes  payable  the  twentieth  day  of  July  1778  with  Interest  at  six 
^  Cent  4^*  annum  according  to  a  late  resolve  of  this  Court  shall  be  given,  every  note  to 
be  for  ten  pounds,  or  tipwards,  and  the  Interest  to  be  paid  annually,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tees cause  such  subscription  lists  to  be  compleated  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  deliver'd  into  the 
Treasurers  oiHce  and  the  persons  so  subscribing  to  lend  are  earnestly  desir'd  to  bring,  or 
send  their  Monies  to  the  Treasury  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  ordered 
to  give  his  Notes  for  any  sums  received  according  to  the  foregoing  directions  as  will  best 
suit  the  persons  who  lend  such  Monies. — 

And  further  Resolved,  that  Ml.  Serjeant  of  Maiden  get  this  Resolve  printed  in  hand 
Bills  and  sent  to  the  Committees  of  each  Town,  and  place  in  this  State  immediately.  In 
Council.  Read,  &  Concurred. — Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Council."  —  Council  Records, 
vol.  XXX  VI.,  p.  281. 

Chap.  5.  Feb.  11,  1774,  a  joint  committee  was  appointed  "  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  ascertain 
the  numljcr  and  places  of  hospitals  that  may  hereafter  be  erected  for  the  inoculation  of  the 
small-pox,  and  regulating  the  same,  and  also  for  regulating  the  hospital  already  erected 
at  Salem  for  that  purpose,"  Init  no  report  of  that  committee,  and  no  further  action  upon 
the  subject,  until  the  present  year,  has  been  discovered. 

On  the  si.Kth  of  June,  177G,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Benjamin  Lincoln  and 
Samuel  Holtcn,of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Wendell,  Cooper  and  Lincoln,  of  the  House, 
was  appointed  "  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  sraall-pox  in  this  colony,  and 
report  what  order  may  be  necessary  for  this  court  to  take  in  the  matter."  The  report  of 
this  committee  and  the  proceedings  thereupon  are  given  below :  — 

"JimeS,  1776.  T'lie  Com '.^°  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Small  Po.k  in  this  Colony— Beg  leave  to  Report  that  there  is  much  reason  to 
suspect  that  notwithstanding  the  Exertions  of  the  Selectmen  of  Boston,  &  the  General  of 
the  continental  Troops  now  in  this  Colony  to  prevent  it,  Inoculation  hath  been  prac- 
tised in  a  very  secret,  &  unjustifiable  manner  both  among  the  Inhabitants,  &  Army  which 
has  greatly  exposed  those  who  had  not  pass'd  thro  the  Distemper — They  have  also  Reason 
to  believe  that  Inoculation  has  been,  &  is  now  practised  in  the  Westward  part  of  the 
Colony  at  a  place  called  N".  5  about  14  miles  distant  from  North-Hampton  where  some 
Persons  have  repair'd  to  be  inoculated.  &  it  appears  that  many  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony 
are  desirous  for  their  own  safety,  &  that  of  the  public  that  there  be  some  place  under  the 
Regulations  of  the  General  Court  where  Persons  might  be  inoculated  without exposcing 
themselves  to  the  Penalties  of  the  Laws  in  that  Case  provided — Your  Committee  wou'd 
therefore  propose  to  the  Hon  :  Court,  whether  it  be  not  expedient  to  allow  of  one,  or  more 
inoculating  Ilospitals  in  some  interior  part  of  the  Colony  to  l)o  jiroperly  regulated  by  some 
Law  of  this  Assembly  at  the  same  time  imposing  a  severe  Penalty  on  any  Person  or  Per- 
sons, who  may  inoculate,  or  otherwise  voluntarily  take  the  Distemper  in  the  Sea  Ports,  or 
Vicinity  thereof  as  such  Conduct  must  be  very  fatal  to  the  safety  of  the  Colonv  during 
the  present  Summer  S  :  IIolten  ^  order 

III  Council.  June  S'.*".  1776.  Read,  &  Accepted,  &  thereupon  Resolved,  that  Bcnj'; 
Lincoln,  &  Sam'..  Holten  Esq"-,  with  such  as  the  Hon  :  House  may  join  be  a  Coinittee  to 
consider  of,  &  Report  some  suitable  place,  or  places  within  this  Colony,  where  it  may  l)o 
most  for  the  Convenience,  &  Safety  of  the  Public,  to  allow  of  Inoculating  Hospitals  being 
Establish'd  l)y  such  persons  as  may  be  willing  to  undertake  the  same  at  their  own 
Expcncc,  also  to  Report  such  Regulations  as  it  may  necessary  they  should  be  under,  & 
likewise  to  iirepare,  &  report  a  Bill  for  preventing  any  Person,  or  Persons  from  inoculating 

for  the  Small  Pox,  but  at  such  Hospital  or  Hospitals  as  may  be  allowed  of In  the 

House  i)f  Representatives.    June   11:    1776.    Read  &  Concurred,  &  Cap'.     Washburn, 
M":  Pickering,  &  M''.  Pynclieon  are  joined. 

In  Council     Order'd,  that  Rich*,  Derby,  &  Thomas  Cushing  Esq'.'  be  of  the  aforesaid 

•  Prioted  resolves  of  the  November  session,  chapter  CLVI. 
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Cofflittee  in  the  Room  of  Benj^  Lincoln,  Esq"',  absent,  &  Samuel  Holten  Esq  excused."— 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXX F.,  p.  33. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  John  'J'aylov  was  put  upon  this  committee,  in  place  of  Richard 
Derby,  who  was  absent,  and,  on  July  2d,  the  bill  passed  its  several  stages  to  be  engrossed. 
On  the  3d,  the  bill  was  again  read  in  the  House,  "  and  referred  to  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court ; "  but,  the  next  day,  this  last  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  a  message  was 
sent  to  the  Council. proposing  a  clause  to  be  added  to  the  bill,  which  was  accepted,  and 
constitutes  the  fourth  section  of  the  act.  The  House, thereupon, passed  the  bill  to  be 
enacted,  and,  on  the  4th,  it  was  also  passed  to  be  enacted  by  the  Council 

The  engrossment  of  this  act  was  mislaid  soon  after  its  passage,  and  the  act  was  re- 
pealed, on  the  9th  of  July,  by  chapter  7,  which  differs  from  it  in  the  provision  respectim; 
the  manner  of  recovering  penalties,  and  in  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section.  The  act 
is  here  printed,  for  the  first  time,  from  the  original  engrossment. 

Chap.  6.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  brought  in,  June  22d,  on  leave  of  the  House,  l)V 
Mr.  Freeman.  It  was  read  a  first  time  the  same  day;  a  second  time,  on  the  24th;  and  a 
third  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  25th,  when  it  was  sent  to  the  Council  for 
concurrence.  It  was  passed  to  be  enacted  in  the  House,  on  the  28th,  and  on  the  29th,  in 
the  Council. 

Chap.  7.  Chapter  5,  covering  the  same  subject  matter  as  chapter  7,  diffors  from  the 
latter  in  the  provision  for  recovering  penalties,  and  also  in  the  postponement  of  its  opera- 
tion until  the  third  day  of  August.  Whether  these  variances,  which  were  intentional,  as 
appears  by  the  preamble  to  section  4  of  the  present  chapter,  were  of  themselves  con- 
sidered sufBciently  important  to  require  the  enactment  of  tliis  chapter,  docs  not  appear, 
since  the  fact  that  the  engrossment  of  chapter  n  could  not  lie  f  jiind,  was  iroo.l  ground  for 
rcenacting  it.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  brought  down  from  the  Council,  July  8th. 
with  an  endorsement,  of  the  same  date,  that  it  had  been  read  a  first  and  second  time  and 
had  been  passed  to  be  engrossed.  On  the  9lh,  it  was  p.isscd  to  be  rnacted,  by  both 
branches. 

Chap.  8.  The  Legislature  of  the  previous  year  had  appointed  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Hawley,  Cushing  and  Story,  of  the  House,  and  Spooner  and  Holten,  of  the 
Council,  "to  take  into  immediate  consideration  the  best  measures  proper  to  prevent  the 
spreading  of  the  small-pox,"  whose  report,  and  the  legislative  proceedings  thereon,  are 
given  below :  — 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  the  2l8t  March  Curr'.  to  consider  the  best 
Measures  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  Small  pox  have  attended  that  Service  and  ask 
leave  to  report  the  following  Resolve  as  the  best  measure  for  the  end  aforesaid  — 

In  Council  March  22,  1776.  Resolved  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Boston  be 
directed  to  use  the  utmost  vigilance  and  industry  to  tind  out  every  person  in  that  Town 
who  is  actually  infected  with  the  Small  pox  and  to  cause  them  to  be  collected  in  some 
several  house  or  houses  in  the  most  Westerly  part  of  the  Town  and  with  the  greatest 
Diligence  &  Care  effoctually  to  cleanse  all  infected  places  other  than  those  to  which  the 
infected  persons  shall  l)e  removed,  and  that  in  case  it  should  so  happen  that  the  said  dis- 
temper should  break  out  anew  that  the  infected  person  or  persons  be  removed  inmiediately 
to  the  place  assigned  for  those  who  are  now  infected,  and  that  the  S'J  Selectmen  be  also 
directed  from  time  to  time  very  particularly  to  advertize  the  publick  of  the  State  of  the 
Small  pox  during  its  continuance  there  — 

And  that  M"^  Pitts  a  Member  of  this  Court  and  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  Boston  be 
directed  to  take  a  Copy  of  this  Resolve  attested  by  the  Secretary  and  communicate  the 
same  to  his  Brethren  the  SI  Selectmen  as  soon  as  may  be  —  sent  down  for  Concurrence 

Perez  Mokton  D  Secrr 

In  House  of  Representatives  March  224  1776  Read  &  concurred  — 

William  Cooper  Spf  Pro  Tem 

Consented  to"  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  208,  p.  218. 

The  infection  continuing  to  spread,  the  following  additional  measures  Wdre  proposed  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  report  of  Messrs.  Cooper,  Mayhew,  Robinson, 
Cutts  and  Wendell,  a  committee  appointed,  July  3d,  "to  consider  what  directions  are 
proper  to  be  given  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston  relative  to  the  state  of  the 
small-pox  in  that  town." 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  July  3.  1776  * 

Whereas  it  appears  to  t\iis  House  from  a  representation  made  by  the  Selectmen  of 
Boston,  next  to  impossible  to  stop  the  spreading  of  the  Small  Pox.  in  that  Town, — 
whereby  the  provision  made  for  preventing  the  same  is  now  become  intirely  useless  — 
therefore  Resolved,  that  the  Selectmen  of  said  Town  be  directed  to  forl)e  ir  hiring  any 
other  Houses  for  the  reception  of  those  Persons  that  may  hereafter  be  taken  with  the 
Small  Pox,  as  also  making  further  provision  for  their  being  carried  thro'  the  Distemper, 
any  Resolve  or  Order  of  this  Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  —  and  that  said 
Selectmen  be  furnished  with  a  Copy  of  this  Resolve 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Tim"  D.yxielson  Sp""  p  Tem."  — 

Ibid.  vol.  209,  p.  467. 

This  report  was  read,  in  the  Council,  on  the  same  dav,  and  committed  to  Messrs. 
Derby,  Taylor  and  Sewall,  "  to  consider  on  some  method  to  prevent  the  spreading  of 
the  small-pox  in  Boston." 

On  the 4th  of  July,  Richard  Derby  brought  down  from  the  Council  a  bill  "to  prevent 
the  further  spreading  of  the  small-pox,"  which  had  been  passed  to  be  engrossed  in  the 
Council.    This  bill  was  read  a  first  time  in  the  House,  the  same  day,  and  assigned  for  a 

*  Pllnted  resolves,  chapter  (JCilV. 
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second  reading,  to  the  nib,  but  appears  to  have  been  dropped  at  this  staije.  On  the  6th, 
in  the  Council,  a  bill  empowering;  the  Justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions,  to  allow 
inoculation  in  Boston,  was  "committed  to  Messrs.  Taylor,  Gill  and  Dana,"  and,  on  the 
same  day,  a  bill,  bearing  the  same  title  as  this  chapter,  probably  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee last  named,  was  brought  down  to  the  House,  bv  Benjamin  Austin,  with  an  endorse- 
ment thereon,  that,  after  two  readnigs  in  the  Council,  it  has  passed  to  be  engrossed  there. 
This  bill  was  imtnediately  read  a  first  time  and  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  the 
Speaker,  and  Messrs.  Cooper,  Wendell  and  Watson.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Otis  was  substi- 
tuted for  Mr.  Wendell,  on  this  committee,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time  and  recom- 
mitted. On  the  9th,  the  bill  had  its  third  reading,  and  "  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  bo 
engrossed,  as  taken  into  a  new  draught,"  and  sent  up  to  the  Council.  On  the  lOth,  Benja- 
min White  brought  down  the  bill  from  the  Council,  with  a  vote  of  Council  proposing 
amendments  therein,  and,  on  the  Uth,  the  House  concurred  in  some  of  these  proposed 
aimiidments,  and  nonconeurred  in  others,  and  recommitted  the  bill  to  a  coinmitiee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Pnillips,  Story  and  Wendell,  and  such  as  the  Council  should  join,  and 
sent  up  their  vote,  for  concurrence.  On  the  same  dav  the  bill  was  passed,  in  the  Council, 
to  bo  engrossed,  and,  on  the  13th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  both  Ijranches. 

While  the  bill  was  on  its  passage  to  enactment  a  joint  committee  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Greenle.if  and  Taylor,  of  the  CouQcil,  and  Sticknev,  Phillips  and 
Adains,  of  the  House,  "to  consider  whether  some  further  provision  may  not  be  made  to 
prevent  the  spreading  of  the  small-pox  through  the  province  than  is  made  by  "  the  bill 
under  consideration.  Pending  this  proceeding  theijegislature  was  prorogued;  but  the 
Council  subsequently  passed  tiic  following  order  :  — 

^S,  4 _  "  Mass'.^  Bay    In  Couiui!  J uly  16=1'  1776 

Ordered  That  notice  l)e  foithwith  given  to  the  several  persons  who  have  opened  and  set 
up  Hospitals  for  the  i)urpQse  of  iiiiiocniating  persons  with  the  Small  Pox  within  this  State 
without  the  permission  of  the  General  Court  of  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  such  County 
wherein  such  Hospital  is  opened  and  set  up,  that  they  immediately  desist  from  innocu- 
lating  in,  or  receiving  anv  persons  innoeulated  with  the  Small  Pox  into,  their  several 
Hospitals  at  their  peril:' The  Conned  being  determined  that  every  Person  who  shall 
offend  against  the  Laws  of  this  State  made  for  the  security  of  the  good  People  of  the 
same  against  that  infections  &  dangerous  distemper,  shall  be  prosecuted  with  the  severity 
of  Law—  And  that  all  such  persons  as  have  opened  and  set  up  such  Hospitals  without 
permission  as  aforesaid,  be  and  thev  are  herel)y  at  their  peril  directed  to  restrain  their 
patients  within  such  limits  from  their  respective  Hospitals  as  will  not  endanger  any  of  the 
People  of  this  State  or  others  untill  they  shall  be  thoroughly  cleansed  from  all  infection 
Read  &  accepted  Jn°    Aveuy  Dp>'  Seo."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  165, p.  424. 

During  the  second  session,  the  following' complaint  from  the  town  of  Cambridge  was 
received,  and  acted  upon  as  hereunder  shown :  — 

"  State  of  Mass'^  Bay 

To  the  Hon'  the  Council]  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen'  Court  assembled 

The  Town  of  Cambridge  in  the  County  of  Midles!  (by  their  Com?)  Humy  Sheweth 

That  whereas  almost  all  the  wood  in  this  Town  and  a  Great  Part  of  the  same  in  the 
Neighbouring  Town  havniij  Been  taken  up  for  the  Contineentiel  army,  so  that  Neither  The 
Town  or  the  Colledire  in  it  Can  l)e  suplyed  with  wood  at  a  Reasonable  Price  but  by  Water, 
and  that  whereas  tlie  Court  of  General  session  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Sutfolk, 
having  appointed  the  Barracks  on  Sewell*  Point*  (so  Called)  for  an  Inoculating  Hospital, 
and  said  Barracks  having  also  been  Improved  for  a  small  Pox  Hospital  for  the  array 
which  has  in  a  Great  Measure  Prevented  your  Petetioners  having  suplys  by  Water 
because  the  Coa-^ters  who  have  not  had  the  small  Pox  are  unwilling  to  Pass  up  the  River 
by  those  Barracks,  Even  when  the  wind  Blowed  upon  that  shore,  and  when  it  Blowed 
off  the  shore  thev  have  been  absolutly  Detercd  from  Passing:  one  wood  sloop  that 
ventured  up  the  River:  after  being  unloded.  Lay"  there  four  Days  on  Expence  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  the  wind  blowed  off  that  shore,  this  DifQculty  Necessarily 
Enhances  the  Price  of  Wood  that  Comes  bv  water,  and  while  the  small  Pox  is  or  is  sup- 
posed to  be  in  those  Barracks  or  near  that  Point  the  Coasters  will  Continue  to  be  afraid 
to  Venture,  so  that  Neither  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  or  students  at  the  Colledge  will 
be  able  to  Procure  wood,  but  at  an  Extravigant  Price  unless  those  Barracks  are  Cleared 
of  the  Infection  Wherefore  vour  Petitioners  Humbly  Pray  that  your  Ilonr^  Would  take 
such  order  for  Clearing  said  Barracks  of  the  Infection  as  to  your  Uonr«  shall  apcar  Proper 
and  your  Petitioners  as  In  Duty  Bound  shall  Ever  Pray  —  „      . , 

T?nw  MarupttI   o'leof  said 

Cambridge  Sep^  St"  1776  ^°'''-  ^^"^''^^'^  ]    Com"  p;  order 

The  Comiir  [which  consisted  of  Dr.  Bachelor,  Mr.  Ellis  and  O.ipt.  RoWnn-i]  on  this  peti- 
tion beg  leave  to  report  That  thev  are  of  Opinion  (considering  the  various  accii  with 
regard  to  the  Scituation  of  S '  Hospital  its  Distance  fi'om  the  River  &c)  That  a  Com'^iii:  be 
appointed  and  Directed  to  take  a  view  of  the  premises  and  Report  what  is  proppor  for 
this  house  to  do  with  regard  to  si  petition  which  is  hum'-.  Submitted 

Joseph  BvcKELOK  p£  Ord' 
In  the  IIou>e  of  Representatives  Sept''  13,  1776 

Road  &  accepted  —  &  Coll  Storer  M"  Appleton  and  Cap'  Shiverick  are  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  inention'd  in  s '  Report-  __  Att  Sam'-  Fueem.vx  Clerk 
In  the  House  of  Representative  Sept  14.  1776 

M  Sergeant  was  appointed  in  the  room  of  M  Appleton  on  the  Committee  aboves''  — 

Att  Sa.m'-  Fukf.man  Clerk 

The  coiiunittea  abovementioned  have  viewed  ys  Hospital  at  Sewalls  point  &  heard  y? 

*  Id  Brookline. 
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parties  &  their  witnesses  &  upon  deliberation  beg  leave  to  report  to  y?  house  by  way  of 
Resolve  underwritten  which  is  humbly  Submitted  — 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept''  18ij»  1776* 

Resolved  that  y?  Prayer  of  this  Petition  be  so  far  granted  as  that  y?  Barracks  standing 
within  yr  fort  at  Sewalls  point  be  not  used  for  a  hospital  &  that  they  be  kept  clear  of  in- 
fection," any  thing  in  y?  order  or  Lycence  of  y?  Coiirt  of  General  Sessions  of  jh  Peace  for 
y9  county  of  Suffolk  to  y'i  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sent  up  for  Concm-reuce  J  Wakhev  Spk' 

In  Council  Sept  18 :  1776    Read  &  Concurrd  John  Avery  Dpr  Sec^ 

Consentedto"— [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]  —Ibid.,  iol.2\(i,p  21-2,. 

"Apr.  6,  1778.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  tResolved,  that  the  Selectmen  of  Rox- 
l)ury  be,  and  they  hereby  are  impowered  and  Directed  to  employ  two  discreet  persons  at 
or  near  the  Lines  in  Roxbury  to  cleanse  all  persons  passing  from  the  Town  of  Boston  who 
may  be  thought  to  be  infected  with  the  Small-Pox  Ijy  causing  them  to  )je  smoaked  in  a 
Smoak-llouse  to  be  erected  for  that  purpose,  not  exceeding  three  Weeks  from  this  time, 
and  to  lay  then:  Account  of  the  expence  before  this  Court  for  Allowance  In  Council 
Read  and  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Council  Records,  vol. 
XXXVIIL,  p.  416. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.    In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  7.  1778 

tWhereas  the  safety  of  the  Public  reqiiu-es  fm-ther  Provision  than  is  made  in  the  Resolve 
of  the  sixth  Instant  to  prevent  the  infection  of  the  Small  Pox  from  the  Town  of  Boston 
being  communicated  by  Persons  who"  may  come  from  said  Town  — 

Therefore  Resolved  That  Smoak  Houses  be  erected  at  the  entrance  of  the  Town  of  Rox- 
bury &  also  at  Winnisimmet  Ferry  and  at  Charlestown  Neck  —  and  the  Selectmen  of  the 
Towns  of  Roxbury  Boston  &  Charlestown  are  impowered  &  directed  to  cause  said 
Smoak  Houses  to  be  forthwith  erected  &  proper  Persons  to  attend  the  same  and  to  smoak 
all  Persons  who  shall  pass  from  the  said  Towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  —  and  also  all 
Papers  they  may  have  to  prefer  to  the  General  Court,  and  also  the  Money  they  may  bring 
from  said  Town  —  and  lay  their  Accounts  before  thi.s  Court  for  allowance — And  it  is 
Order'd  that  this  Resolve  be  printed  in  the  Boston  News  Papers  Sent  up  for  Concur- 
rence J.  PiTF.s  Spk''  P  Temp 

In  Council  April  7,  1778    Read  &  Concurred  J.\"  Avery  Dy  Scc»' 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  — Mass  Archives, vol  217, p.  447. 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  lU''  1778  — 

^Whereas  the  Resolves  of  this  Court  that  have  already  passed  have  been  found  insuffi- 
cient to  obleise  People  passing  out  of  the  Town  of  Boston  &  (Jharlestown  with  their  Effects 
to  be  smoaked  in  the  Smoak  Houses  erected  for  that  Purpose  and  it  jjcing  absolutely  nec- 
essary in  order  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  small  Pox  that  the  same^should  be  com- 
plied with,  Therefore  Resolved  that  any  Person  coming  out  of  the  said  Towns  who  shall 
refuse  to  be  smoaked  as  before  directed  togeather  with  his  or  her  Effects,  shall  forfit  and 
pay  a  Penalty  of  forty  shillings  to  be  recovered  on  the  complaint  of  any  Person  ^  before 
any  Court  "  in  this  State  pi  oper  to  try  the  same,'^  one  half  of  said  Fine  to  be  to  the  Use 
of  the  Prosecutor,  and  the  other  half  to  the  Use  of  the  Town  where  the  offence  may  be 
committed.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Pitts  Spk'  P  Temp 

In  Council  April  11"'  1778    Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  A  — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jn*?  Avery  By  Secy 

At  A  dele  before  any  Court  and  insert  upon  Oath  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the 
County  where  the  Offence  is  committed  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  11.  1778 

Read  and  concurred  with  a  further  amendment,  viz  dele  from  B  to  C  Sent  up  for 
Concurrence  J.  Pitts  Spk'^  P  Temp 

In  Council  April  11.' 1778    Read  &  Concurred  Jn"^  Aveky  Dy  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  218,  p.  7. 

Chap.  9.  On  a  motion  originating  in  the  House,  a  .joint  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  John  Brown  and  Col.  Orne,  of  the  House,  and  William  Phillips,  of  the  Council, 
was  appointed,  Aug.  29th,  "  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  lumber  from  one  part  of  this  state  to  another,  and  to  foreign  parts, "for  a 
limited  time,  and  to  report  a  resolve  necessary  to  be  passed  for  that  purpose."  On  the 
next  day,  Daniel  Hopkins  brought  down  from  the  Council  the  report  of  this  committee, 
signed  "  William  Phillips  4^  order,"  "  that  they  judge  it  expedient  thit  an  embargo  be 
laid  upon  all  lumber,  and  that  an  act  prohibiting  the  exportation  thereof  from  ail  and 
every  port  within  this  state,  till  the  first  day  of  November  next,  will  lie  the  most  effectual 
method  for  preventing  the  same  "  This  report  was  accepted,  the  panic  daj'',  by  both 
branches,  and  the  same  comiuittee  was  ordered  to  bring  in  a  Ijill,  accordingly. 

Sept.  2d,  a  bill  bearing  the  tii!lc  of  this  chapter  was  read  twice,  iu  the  Council,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed.  It  was  then  sent  down  to  the  House,  where,  after  three  readings, 
it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  certain  amendments  to  which  the 
Co'incil  agreed,  and,  on  the  4th,  it  was  passed,  by  both  branches,  to  be  enacted- 

In  the  mean  time  the  following  rcsolvell  was  passed  by  both  branches ;  — 
"  In  Council  Sep:  2".'^  1776.  Whereas  Benj^  Greenleaf  &  Oliver  Wendell  Esq^'  &  CapJ 
Genr.  VVilliams  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  repair  to  Portsm".  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  to  procure  the  Continental  Frigate  to  cruize  after  the  Milford,  and  other  Frig- 
ates of  the  Enemy  that  are  Infesting  the  Sea  Coast  of  these  united  States;  —  Resolved  that 
the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  represent  to  the  legislative  authority  of  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire,  the  expediency  of  Forthwith  passing  an  Act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
Lumber  for  a  limited  Time,  simular  to  that  passed  by  this  State  for  that  purpose  —  sent 
down  for  Concurrence.  John  Avery  Dp.\  Seex 

*  Printed  resolves  of  Llie  August  B(;ssio:i,  chaplor  (JXX.  \  Ibid.,  chapter  XV. 

\  Ibid.,  chapter. XIX.  §  Ibid.,  chapter  XXXIV.  IT  Ibid.,  chapter  XYUl. 
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It!  the  House  of  Representatives  Septt  2'^  1776  Read  &  concurrd — J  Warren  Spk^"  — 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  210,  p.  131. 

Chap.  10.  On  the  4th  of  September,  the  committee  of  the  House,  on  "  the  state  of  this 
State",  re  ported  "that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  state  of  tlie  treasury,  and 
report  with  what  sum, and  in  what  manner, it  sliall  be  supplied."  This  report  was  accepted, 
and  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Osi-ood,  Davis,  Wood,  Sullivan  and  Sartell,  was 
.appointed,  accordingly.  This  committee  appears  to  have  proceeded  to  l)U-iiness  at  once; 
for  their  report  was  in  the  orders  of  the  day  for  Sept.  5th,  and  was  that  day  accepted,  and 
a  resolve  was  passed,  thereupon,  "  that  there  be  immediately  emitted  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty -live  thousand  pounds  to  supply  the  treasury,"  and  Messrs.  Brown  of 
Watertown,  Brown  of  Boston,  Fuller,  Osgood  and  Pickering  were  appointed  a  committee 
"  to  consider  and  report  of  wliat  denominations  the  bills  shall  be." 

On  the  6th  of  September,  Messrs.  Brown,  Davis  and  Otis  were  appointed  a  committee 
"  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Revere  to  know  if  he  can  recut  the  former  plates  to  answer  in  part  for 
the  new  emission  of  the  bills  agreed  to  be  made  and  emitted ; "  and,  on  the  9th,  the  same 
committee  was  "  directed  to  receive  from  the  treasurer  tlie  copperplates  in  his  possession, 
engraved  for  the  emission  of  £75,000;"  which  the  treasurer,  by  the  same  order,  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  them.  The  same  committee  was  farther  directed  "  to  agree  with 
some  suitable  person  to  engrave  piates  for  the  emission  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
of  such  denominations  as  shall  hereafter  be  agreed  upon," 

It  thus  appears  that  the  bills  to  be  emitted  under  this  chapter,  were  to  be  printed  from 
the  old  plates,  while  the  remainder  of  the  emission  were  to  be  printed  from  piates  of 
a  new  desian. 

On  the  10th,  Mr.  Wendell  was  ordered  "  to  wait  on  Mr.  Revere  to  desire  him  to  alter 
the  word  Colony,  iiitheplate  on  which  the  Ijills  of  credit  arc  to  be  struck  ofr,and  insert 
State  in  the  room  thereof." 

On  the  9th  of  September,  Messrs.  Davis, Pickering  and  Whiting  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  the  striking  off  the  sum  of  £25,000,  part  of  the  £125,000  " 
alread.y  voted  to  be  emitted,  and  Messrs.  Parker,  Williams  and  Billings  were  appointed  a 
committee  "to  procure  paper  for  that  purpose,  and  to  agree  with  a  printer  for  striking  otf 
the  same." 

A  bill  for  emitting  £25,002  was  read  a  first  time  on  the  10th,  a  second  time  on  the  11th, 
and,  on  the  r2th,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  On 
the  13th,  this  bill,  by  request  of  the  House,  was  sent  down  to  them ;  and.  on  the  same 
day,  it  was  passed  in  the  Council,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed.  On  the  16th,  the  l)ill 
was  again  sent  to  the  Council,  with  an  amendment  Iiy  which  the  sum  to  be  emitted  was 
inade"£50,001:,  instead  of  £2-3,002,  to  which  amendment  the  Council  immediately  agreed; 
and  the  bill  was  passed  t>  l)e  enacted  in  both  branches,  and  the  Rev.  John  Murray, 
Thomas  Cook,  Abraham  Fuller,  Jonas  Dix,  John  Bliss,  Jonathan  Brown,  John  Lewis  and 
Henry  Hill,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  sign  and  number  the  bills  emitted  under  this 
act.  On  the  next  day,  "Mr  Davis  and  Col  Goodwin"  were  substituted  for  "Major 
Fuller  and  Col.  Bliss,  excused,"  on  this  committee. 

With  regard  to  the  remainder  of  the  bills  the  emission  of  which  was  required  by  the 
resolve,  it  was  ordered,  on  the  1 1th  of  September,  "that  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  suitable  denominations  of  the  bills  of  credit,  be  directed  to  consider  some  proper 
device  for  the  same,  and  report."  Accordingly,  the  following  report  was  made,  read  and 
accepted,  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month  :  — 

"The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  what  denominations  the  emission  of  money 
ordered  by  this  House,  should  be,  reported, as  their  opi.iion.  That  there  be  engraved,  two 
plates,  twelve  bills  on  each  plate;  the  large  plate  to  contain  bills  of  one  dollar,  two  dol- 
lars, three  dollars,  four  dollars,  five  dollars,  six  dollars,  seven  dollars,  eight  dollars,  nine 
dollars,  ten  dollars,  eleven  dollars,  a.n(l  of  twelve  dollars ;  the  small  plate  to  contain  bills 
of  two  pence,  three  pence,  four  pence,  six  pence,  eight  ponce,  nine  pence,  twelve  pence,  one 
shilling  and  six  pence,  two  shillinqs,  three  shillings,  four  shillings,  and  four  shillings  and 
sixpence;  that  each  bill,  on  each  plate,  have  ii  Dorder,  handsomely  engraved,  for  the 
face  of  the  bill,  and  the  value  of  the  bill  expressed  thereon,  in  several  places ; 

That  on  the  face  of  the  bills,  on  the  largest  plate,  ba  en'..;raved,  the  arms  of  this  State, 
with  this  motto  round  the  same,  '  POS  1"  TEXEBIIAS  LUX,'  and  on  tlie  scrole,  in  the 
Americans  hand,  IND;  and  that  on  the  bick  of  such  bill,  be  printed  the  value  of  such 
bill,  with  suitable  ornaments  cut  on  type  metal." —  House  Jo-irnal,  p.  109. 

On  the  same  day,  Messrs.  Wendell  and  Davis  and  Mr.  Brown  of  Boston  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  procure  paper  for  the  bills  last  described,  —  f  Jiir  and  one-half  reams  for 
the  larger  plate,  and  ten  reams  for  the  smaller. 

In  the  mean  time,  paper  had  been  procured  for  printing  the  bills  ordered  to  be  emitted 
by  this  chapter,  and,  on  the  18th  of  September,  Capt.  Brown  of  Watertown  was  ordered 
to  "cause  the  three  reams  of  paper  (for  emission  of  money)  to  be  brought  from  Milton  to 
Watertown,"  where  the  General  Court  was  sitting. 

Chap.  11.  '■  Sept.  4,  1776.  A  petition  of  Thoma'i  Rice,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of*roionalborough,  Setting  forth.  That,  for  the  more  easy  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  reli- 
gion, the  said  town  did,  at  a  legal  meeting,  warned  for  that  purpose,  divide  the  east 
precinct  in  said  town,  into  two  precincts,  l)y  a  line,  therefore  praying  that  said  east  precinct 
may  be  divided  intcj  two  i)recincts,  agreeable  to  the  vote  of  said  town.  Read,  and 
Ordered,  that  the  pravcr  of  the  said  petition  be  granted,  and  that  Col.  Cashing  l)ring  in  a 
bill  for  that  jjurpose."  —  House  Journal,  p.  87- 

A  l)ill  was  brought  in,  in  accordance  with  the  above  order,  and  read  a  first  time,  on  the 
9th.    On  the  10th,  it  was  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  to  be  engro.ssed.    In 
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the  Council  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  third  of  December,  and 
on  the  7th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted.  The  petition  of  Thomas  Rice  and  others  has  not 
been  found  in  the  archives. 

Chap.  12.  "  March  3,  1762.  A  Petition  of  Joseph  Frye  Esqf  Prayinf?  liberty  to  pur- 
chase a  Tract  of  hind  sufficient  for  a  Township  in  some  place  between  a  River  called  Great 
Ossape  running  into  Saco  River,  and  the  Mountains  above  Pigwacket,  and  as  there  are 
sundry  Tracts  of  Land  that  would  make  good  Settlements  and  are  not  yet  disposed  of  by 
the  Government,  lying  below  on  Saco  River,  which  would  be  much  advanced  by  the 
Settlements  which  the  Petitioner  proposes  to  make;  and  as  he  has  spent  the  Prime  of  his 
Life  in  the  defence  of  his  Country  viz*  the  last  War  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  1745, 
till  the  settlement  of  a  Peace;  and  the  present  War  from  the  year  1754  till  last  December 
(saving  a  suspension  of  eighteen  months  occasioned  by  his  falling  into  the  hands  of  tbe 
Enemy,  when  Fort  William  Henry  was  taken,  and  by  which  he  sustained  a  very  heavy 
Loss)  He  humbly  hopes  he  may  be  favoured  in  the  Purchase. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Voted  and  Resolved  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition 
of  Joseph  Frye  Esqf  be  so  far  granted  as  that  he  have  liljcrty  to  lay  out  a  Township  of 
the  contents  of  six  miles  square  in  some  place  on  either  side  of  Saco  River,  between  the 
River  called  Great  Assape  and  the  Mountains  above  Pigwacket  and  to  make  his  Pitch 
within  said  Limits  where  it  may  not  interfere  with  any  former  Grants ;  and  that  he  return 
A  Plan  of  the  same  in  six  Months  after  the  first  day  of  March  Instant,  if  the  General 
Court  be  then  sitting,  or  at  the  first  time  of  their  sitting  after  to  have  it  confirmed:  and. 
that  he  also  do  give  bond  with  sufficient  security  to  the  Province  Treasurer  or  to  his  Suc- 
cessor to  settle  the  same  with  sixty  good  Families,  each  of  which  in  the  term  of  five 
Years  from  the  Grant  to  have  built  a  good  house  of  twenty  feet  by  eighteen  and  seven 
feet  Stud,  and  have  cleared  (or  Pasturage  or  Tillage  seven  Acres  each,  and  that  they  also 
out  of  the  Premisses  grant  one  sixty  fourth  part  to  the  first  ordained  Protestant  Minister; 
one  sixty  fourth  part  for  the  use  of  a  Personage  forever;  one  sixty  fourth  part  for  the  use 
of  Harvard  College  forever;  and  one  other  sixty  fourth  part  for  the  use  of  a  School  for- 
ever within  the  said  Town  :  And  further  that  the  said  Joseph  Frye  give  bond  with  suffi- 
cient security  to  the  Trensurer  to  pay  to  him  or  his  Successor  for  the  use  of  the  Province, 
One  hundred  pounds  lawful  money  within  twelve  Months  from  the  date  of  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  Grant,  and  that  the  said  Town  shall  within  ten  Years  have  a  Protestant 
Minister  settled  among  them.  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  the  Gov- 
ernor."—  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIV.,  p.  306. 

"Feb.  24,  1763.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  plan  of  a  Township  granted 
by  this  Court  at  their  Session  in  March  1762.  to  Joseph  Frye  Esqf  and  by  him  laid  out  at 
a  place  called  Pigwacket  in  the  County  County  of  York  bounded'at  the  South  Corner  to  a 
Spruce  Tree  marked;  and  from  thence  North  forty  five  Degrees  West  by  the  needle  of  the 
Instrument,  Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  two  Rods  to  a  Beach  Tree  marked, 
thence  North  forty  five  Degrees  East  Two  thousand  One  hundred  and  seventy  two  Rods 
to  a  Maple  Tree  marked,  thence  South  Forty  five  degrees  East  Two  Thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  two  Rods  to  a  Pine  Tree  marked,  then  South  forty  five  Degrees  West 
to  the  first  bound  was  presented  for  acceptance,  and  accordingly  — 

Resolved  that  the  said  Plan  be  accepted,  and  that  the  said  Lands  therein  described  l)e 
and  hereby  are  granted  and  confirmed  to  the  said  Joseph  Frye  and  to  his  heirs  and 
Assigns  foievcr,  provided  it  dos  not  interfere  with  any  former  Grant)  the  Township  lying 
on  both  sides  the  River  Saco,  notwithstanding;  subjected  nevertheless  to  all  the  Condi- 
tions and  reservations  made  and  provided  in  said  Grant. — 

In  Council  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  606 

"  June  26,  1772.  A  Petition  of  Joseph  Frye  —  Setting  forth  —  That  in  the  North  Corner 
of  the  Township  at  Pigwacket  in  the  County  of  York  which  was  granted  &  confirmed  to 
him  in  1763  there  lyes  a  quantity  of  interval  Land  scpcrated  (by  low  sunken  Land)  so 
far  from  anv  Upland  in  said  Township,  except  a  small  strip  as  renders  the  settlement  of 
any  Families  in  that  part  of  it  impracticable  and  the  improvement  of  said  interval  very 
inconvenient.  And  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  drop  4147  Acres  of  the  Land  in 
the  west  Corner  of  s'J  Township  and  to  lay  out  the  same  quantity  in  the  Province  Lands 
adjoining  to  the  Northwardly  part  of  said  Township,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  accommodate  the 
s?  interval  Land  with  Upland. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  the  Government  receive  back  the  four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  seven  Acres  of  the  land  in  the  west  Corner  of  the  Town- 
ship at  Pigwacket  in  the  County  of  York  which  was  granted  to  the  Petitioner  in  AD 
17C2.  and'conlirmcd  in  1763.  as  ap|)ears  by  the  Plan  herewith  exhibited,  and  that  in  lieu 
thereof  there  be  granted  him  the  same  quantity  of  the  Governments  Land  as  prayed  for 
in  said  Petition,  with  liberty  to  lay  it  out  adjoining  to  the  Northwardly  or  Northeastwardly 
part  of  his  Township  (so  as  not  to  interfere  with  any  former  Grant)  and  that  he  return  a 
plan  thereof  taken  liy  a  Surveyor  and  Chain  man  under  Oath  for  acceptance  and  eonfirma- 
tion  in  twelve  Months  from  this  time 

In  Council,  Read  &  Concurred  Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  ifiid.,  vol.  XXIX., 
p.  294. 

'•May  1,  1776.  Whereas  the  General  Court  held  at  Boston,  m  June  YJll,  passed  an 
Order  that  the  Colony  should  receive  hack  from  Joseph  Frye,  Esq;  four  Thousand  one 
Hundred  and  forty  seven  Acres  of  Land  in  the  West  Corner  of  the  Township  of  Pick- 
walket.  in  the  Counti/  of  York,  and  that  in  Lieu  thereof  he  should  have  Leave  to  lay  out 
the  same  Quantity  adjoininq  to  the  northwesterly  Bart  of  said  Township ;  and  whereas  the 
said  Joseph  Frye,  in  the  Month  of  March  1774  laid  the  same  out  and  returned  a  Plan 
thereof,  which  now  lays  before  the  'Court,  but  the  Court  not  being  entirely  satisfied  toith  the 
Survey  thereof: 
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It  is  Ordered,  That  the  said  Joseph  Frye,  Esq;  cause  a  Plan  thereof  to  be  taken  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Noyes,  wlio  is  appointed  for  that  Purpose,  with  two  Cbainmen  under  Oath,  and 
returned  unto  the  General  Court  of  this  Colony  as  soon  as  may  be,  that  the  Court  may 
advise  thereon.     Sent  up  for  Concurrence." —  House  Journal,  p.  227. 

"  In  Council  Read  &  Concurred  Consented  to  l)y  15  of  the  Council." —  Council  Re- 

cords, vol.  XXXIV.,  p.  831 

The  bill  of  this  chapter,  having  passed  to  be  engrossed  in  the  House,  was  passed,  in 
concurrence,  to  l)e  engrossed,  in  the  Council,  Nov.  29th,  and,  on  the  11th  of  January, 
having  been  passed  to  be  enacted,  in  the  House,  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be 
enacted,  in  the  Council. 

Chap.  13.  "  Jan.  22.  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Resolved  that  there  be 
paid  to  Elisha  Porter  Esq"",  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury  the  sum  of  Sixteen  pounds,  to  be 
laid  on  the  Town  of  Iladley,  in  full  for  his  Travel  to,  and  attendance  at  the  House  the 
present  Session,  as  a  Representative  fur  said  Town  —  also  Resolved  that  there  be  paid  out 
of  the  said  Treasury  to  Ml  Abner  Morgan  the  sum  of  Ten  Pounds,  seven  shillings  and 
Six  in  full  for  his  Travel  tu  and  attendance  at  this  House  the  present  session,  as  a  mein- 
l)cr  from  the  Town  of  Brimfield,  said  sum  last  mentioned  to  be  laj»l  on  the  said  Town  of 
Brimfield  —  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  Ijy  Fifteen  of  the  Council."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXXIV., p.  535. 

"  From  a  Representation  of  the  Treasurer,  there  will  be  £75,000,  or  thereabouts,  l)esides 
the  Interest  thereof,  due  from  the  State  in  June  next  (exclusive  of  £50,000  for  which  the 
Monies  due  from  the  Continent,  liefore  the  last  Session  were  mortgaged  as  a  fund).  You 
will  doubtless  be  convmced  that  a  Tax  tor  the  whole,  or  the  greater  Part  of  this  will  be 
necessary  to  he  Assessed  in  this  Session."  —  Extract  from  message  of  the  Coimcil  to  the 
House,  Aug.  28,  1776:   ibid.,  vol  XXXV.,  p.  184. 

"  Sept.  4,  1776.  The  committee  on  the  state  of  this  State,  reported  as  follows,  viz.  *  *  *  * 
2.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  what  sum  the' inhabitants  of  this  State  shall 
be  taxed,  the  present  year.  Accepted;  and  Col.  Botoers,  Col.  Brooks,  Mr.  Wood,  Co\. 
Thatcher  and  Mr.  Jackson,  were  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose." —  House 
Journal,  p.  86. 

"  Sept.  5,  1776.  The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  sum  the  inhabitants  of 
this  State  should  be  taxed,  reported,  verbally.  That  07ie  hundred  thousand  pounds  would 
be  a  suitable  sum.  And  the  House  assigned  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  to  consider 
said  report.       *       *        * 

The  House  was  moved.  That,  previous  to  determining  what  tax  should  be  laid  on  the 
inhabitants  of  this  State,  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  consider  the  circumstance 
of  the  several  towns,  and  report  what  towns  abatements  shall  be  made  from,  or  what  addi- 
tions shall  be  made  to  the  jjroportion  of  the  tax  that  might  be  laid  on  them  respectively, 
agreeable  to  the  last  valuation  ;  and  the  question  lieing  i)iit  it  passed  in  the  negative 

The  House  was  then  moved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  what 
Towns  shall  be  abated  of  the  i)roportion  of  the  taxes  that  might  be  laid  on  them,  agreea- 
ble to  the  said  valuation,  and  what  part  of  such  tax  shall  be  abated  them;  and  the 
question  being  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative 

Reconsidered,  and  the  members  from  the  .several  counties  had  leave  of  the  House  to 
nominate  a  person  for  their  respective  counties,  such  person  not  being  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  Form  of  Government,  or  belonging  to  such  suffering  towns  as 
expect  an  abatement  of  their  taxes;  v.hereupon  the  following  gentlemen  were  .appointed 
as  a  committee  for  the  purpose  proposed,  viz.  Major  (■raue,  Mr.  Woad,  Mynr  Ftdler,  Col. 
Mosely,  M.v.  Turner,  Dr.  Swecfinr/,  Mr.  Basset,  Mr.  Cottle,  Capt.  Parker,  Col.  Goodwin, 
Mr. Fabya7i,  Col.  Gushing  and  Capt.  Strat'en.''  —Ibid.,  p.  90. 

The  following  report  Ms  dated  September,  though  the  day  is  not  given.  No  action 
thereon  by  the  House  has  been  iliscovcred;  but  the'tax  act  shows  that  the  abatements  re 
ported,  except  in  the  case  of  Wellfleet,  were  actually  made  :  — 

"The  Committe  .appointed  to  consider  what  Towns  Shall  be  abated,  of  their  Propor- 
tion, of  the  Taxes  that  might  be  laid  on  them,  agreeable  to  the  Last  Valuation,  and  what 
part  of  Such  Tax  Shall  be  Abated  them,  have  cbnsiderd  the  matter  and  beg  leave  to  Re- 
port, the  foiling  abatement,  to  the  Towns  hearafter  named  (Viz) 

Boston .        .        .1/2  Falmouth    .        .        .1/2 

Roxbury      .        .     1/5  Plymouth    .        .        .1/8 

Charlstown  .        .    8/9  the  County  of  Lincoln    1/3 

Marblehe.ad         .    1/2  Welifleet  not  accepted    1/10 

Glocester      .        .    1/3  Manchester         .        .     1/8 

Sept  7°        1776  Tho^  Crank  p'' order."— M«ss.   Archives,  vol.  \^1,  p.  IQZ. 

The  followinsr  order  docs  not  appear  to  have  been  concurred  in  by  the  Council  and  the 
clause  referred  to  is  not  in  the  act,  though  a  similar  clause  was  in  the  act  of  the  previous 
year.  From  this  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  fugitives  had  generally  returned  to  their 
respective  towns :  — 

"  Oct.  22, 1776.  Ordered,  That  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  Charlestown  and  Falmouth, 
that  are  now  out  of  town,  be  taxed  to  the  several  towns  to  which  they  respectively 
belonged;  and  that  a  clause  he  inserted  in  the  tax  act,  accodingly  as  it  was  in  the  last 
tax  act."  —  House  Journal,  p.  132. 

"  Oct.  25,  1776.  Voted,  That  a  tax  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  be  laid  on  the  several  towns 
in  this  St.ate,  for  the  year  1776;  and  that  Major  Fuller,  .Mr.  Dix  and  Capt.  .Voyes,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  proportioning  the  same  among  the  several  towns  "  — 
Ibid.,  p.  134. 

Nov.  26,  1776.    In  the  House  of  Representatives.     Order'd,  That  Major  Fuller,  M' 
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Speaker,  M'  Phillips,  ISIr  Cooper,  and  Mi  Plympton  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  such 
as  the  Hon'^]«  Board  may  appoint  on  tlie  subject  of  the  Tax  Bill. 

In  Council.  Read,  &  Concurred,  and  Jeremiah  Powell  Artemas  "Ward,  Thomas  Gush- 
ing, John  Whctcomli,  and  Francis  Dana  Esq'?  are  join'd  on  the  part  of  the  Board."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXXVI.,  p.  2M. 

"  A  Bill  has  been  laid  before  the  Board,  intitled, '  An  Act  for  apportioning,  and  Assess- 
ing a  Tax  of  Fifty  Thousand  five  hundred,  &  ninety  four  pounds  13=*  1^^  upon  the  several 
Towns,  &  other  places  in  this  State  for  def'reying  the  Public  Charges,  and  also  for  assess- 
ing a  Tax  of  Seven  Thousand  three  hundred,  &  twenty  pounds,  17?  paid  the  Representa- 
tives for  their  Travel  &  Attendance  in  the  General  Court  in  the  year  1775. 

The  levying  so  low  a  Tax  upon  the  People  the  present  year  is  liable  to  so  many  objec- 
tions, and"  will  in  our  opinion  be  attended  with  such  fiital  Consequences  to  this  State  that 
the  Board  could  not  see  their  way  clear  to  concurr  with  the  Hont"!"  House  in  passing  this 
Bill.  You  Cannot  I)ut  be  sensible  that  the  public  Exigencies  have  of  late  required  large. 
Emissions  of  paper  Bills,  or  Notes.  These  Bills  or  Notes  are  no  other  than  a  promise  or 
obligation  which  the  State  brings  itself  under  to  pay  the  Possessor  the  sura  specified  in  the 
Bill  or  Note  within  a  certain  time;  and  they  owe  their  Currency  to  the  credit  of  the  State, 
or  to  an  Opinion  that  the  State  is  able  to  make  good  its  Engagements:  consequently 
Paper  Bills  owing  their  Currency  to  opinion,  have  only  a  local,  and  imaginary  Value. 
This  shews  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  States  taking  effectual  measures  to  support  the 
Credit  of  their  paper  Currency ;  in  order  to  which,  the  utmost  care  should  be  taken  that 
their  Emissions  are  not  Extended  beyond  their  proper  limits,  For  we  must  observe  that 
the  value  of  the  Currency  of  any  State  has  a  limit  beyond  which  it  cannot  go;  and  if  the 
nominal  sum  is  extended  beyoiid  that  limit,  the  real  Value  will  not  follow.  Suppose  one 
million  was  the  utmost  limit  of  Currency  to  which  this  State  could  give  real  effectual 
Value,  and  they  should  Emit  one  million  more.  The  last  Million  would  add  nothing  to 
the  real  value  of  the  whole,  but  would  sink  the  value  of  the  two  Millions  down  to  its  limit, 
one  million ;  that  is,  the  two  millions  would  not  purchase  more  real  substantial  Goods 
than  the  one  million  before  the  other  was  added  to  it.  This  being  the  Case,  We  cannot 
think  of  any  better  method  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  paper  Bills  than  partly  by  Taxing, 
and  parti  V  bv  Funding.  If  these  sentiments  are  just,  This  State  will  not  be  able  to  siin- 
port  the  credit  of  its  Currency  by  levying  such  small  Taxes  upon  the  People  while  the 
exigencies  of  the  State  require  such  large  Expenditures  —  moreover,  we  would  remind  t  he 
Hon^'"  House  that  the  Treasurer  in  May  1775,  was  directed  by  this  State  to  borrow  the 
Sum  of  One  hundred  thous'?  pounds,lawful  money,  about  seventy  five  thousand  of  whirli 
he  actually  did  borrow,  and  gave  his  notes  with  Interest  at  6  ijf^  Cent  <^  annum  paya- 
ble in  June  1777,  and  the  faith  of  this  State  has  been  solemnly  plighted  to  the  Po'^sessors 
of  those  notes  for  the  payment  of  the  same  at  that  period.  Now  as  no  provision  has  yet 
been  made  to  enal)le  the" Treasurer  to  redeem  those  notes,  with  the  Interest  due  thereon 
at  that  Time,  certainly  the  credit  of  this  Government  requires  that  this  should  be  done 
without  Delay,  and  that  sufficient  provision  shou'd  be  made  therefor  by  the  present  tax 
Act.  Wo  would  further  observe,  that  it  appears  from  the  public  Acts  of  this  Government 
that  this  State  has  promised  the  Possessors  of  their  Bills  to  pay  to  them  the  sum  of  One 
hundred,  &  ninety  thou-^and  pounds  partly  in  the  month  of  March,  &  partly  in  the  month 
of  May  1778.  and  the  three  following  years  must  also  be  more,  or  less  loaded  with  Taxes 
to  enable  the  Treasurer  to  redeem  the"  Bills  emitted  by  this  State  besides  a  Tax  of  Thirty 
Thousand  pounds  that  must  be  laid  upon  each  of  those  years  to  redeem  our  Proportion  of 
the  Bills  emitted  by  the  Continental  Congress;  In  short,  .the  Bills,  and  notes  that  have 
been  Emitted  by  virtue  of  former  Acts  of  this  Government,  and  those  that  will  be  emitted 
in  pursuance  of  Acts  &  resolves,  that  have  been  passed  the  present  sessions  will  amount 
to  above  one  million  lawfnl  mony.  Two  hundred,  &  sixty  five  thousand  pounds  of 
which  must,  if  we  mean  to  fulfill  our  Engagements,  &  keep  our  Credit  good,  be  paid  in 
the  years  1777,  &  1778  — consequently  if  only  a  Tax  of  about  Fifty  Thousand  pounds  is 
laid" upon  the  present  Year  — there  will  remain  a  Tax  of  above  Two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  to  be  levied  upon  the  next  Year.  — From  this  State  of  Facts  wc  think  you  must 
be  convinced  that,  in  order  effectually  to  comply  with  the  engagements  this  State  are 
under,  it  will  l)e  absolutely  necessary  t"o  lay  a  larger,  a  miieh  larger  Tax  the  present  year 
than  the  sum  specified  in  the  Bill  referred  to  such  a  measure, will  certainly  tend  greatly 
to  the  safety  of  the  State  as  well  as  to  the  ease  of  the  People  for  the  present  rise  of  every 
saleable  Article  makes  it  Evident  that  the  circulating  Cash  within  this  State  is  plentier 
than  usual,  or  necessary,  &  therefore  easily  to  he  obtained.  Now  the  cliihculty  of  colleet- 
ing  Taxes  is  in  some  proportion  to  the  scarcity  of  money.  The  only  time  then  for  levying, 
&  collecting  larse  Taxes  with  ease,  and  safety  is  when  money  is  plenty  Has  there  then 
been  a  Tin'ie  when  the  people  could  pay  their  Taxes  with  more  ease  ihan  the  present? 
'  will  it  l}e  possible  to  carry  on  the  present  War,  unless  the  credit  of  our  paper  Currency  is 

supported  ?  Can  this  be"effectually  done  without  the  People  are  Taxed  in  some  projjor- 
tion  to  the  money  that  is  Emitted,  or  proper  funds  are  Established  to  support  the  Credit 
of  it?  these  are  weighty  considerations,  &  require  the  utmost  attention  of  ilic  whole  Leg- 
islature."—  Messaije  from  the  Council  to  the  Home,  Bee.  4,  1776  :   ibid.,  p.  '259. 

On  the  22d  of  Ja'niiary,  the  House  sent  up,  by  Mr.  Pickering,  a  message  to  the  Council, 
■  rcquestins  a  return  of  the  tax  bill,  which  being  sent  down  forthwith,  was  amended  to  the 
form  of  this  chapter,  and  was,  the  same  day,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  Couneil,  and 
on  the  27th.  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  atid  signed  l)y  fifteen  members  of  the  Council. 

"To  the  IlonV  the  Council  &  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachussets-Bay  for  the  year  One  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred &  seven tv  seven. 

The  joint  petition  of  Zachariah  Mayhew  of  Chilmark  of  Dukes  County  &  Gideon  Haw- 
ley  of  Mashpee  in  the  County  of  Barnstable  humbly  sheweth, 
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That  tbcy  bave  for  many  years  past  been  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry 
and  are  now  employed  as  Missionaries  to  the  Indian  Natives  in  their  respective  Counties 
and  have  under  their  care  several  Indian  Churches  &  eongresjations  which  they  visit  oc- 
casionally &  to  one  or  another  of  which  they  constantly  preach  the  Gospel  on  the  Lords 
Day  and  at  other  times:  And  have  on  account  of  their  office  been  exempted  from  all 
taxation  till  the  last  year  when  by  virtue  of  a  Clause  in  the  tax  l)ill  they  were  assessed, 
which  would  have  been  a  singular  Burden  at  any  time  hut  is  now  very  heavy  upon  them 
as  they  have  been  long  since  deprived  of  remittances  from  a  charitable  fund  in  England 
I)y  which  they  were  supported  —  and  therefore  your  petitioners  do  respectively  pray  that 
tlie  Great  &  general  Assembly  would  make  such  order  &  ordanance  in  their  favor  as  is 
agreeable  to  their  piety  &  goodness  and  your  petitioners  will  always  pray. 

Zecuariah  Mathew 
Gideon  Hawley."  —  Mass. Archives,  vol.  \83,p.  277. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wendell,  Jef- 
fries, and  Niles,  Nov.  28, 1777,  whereupon  the  following  resolve*  was  passed  Dec.l,  1777  :  — 

"  Resolved.  That  the  Assessors  of  the  Towns  of  Chilmark  &  Mashpec  respeclivcly, 
abate  &  retnitt  the  whole  Taxassess'd  on  the  Rev?  Zachariah  Mayhew  &  the  Revi  Gideon 
Haw  ley  Missionaries  to  the  Indians  they  having  heretofore  been  excmi)tcd  from  public 
Taxes  l)y  Virtue  of  their  sacred  Oface  in  which  tlicy  still  continue  to  bo  f.iithl'iiU  Ser- 
vants."—  Ibid.,  vol.  21G,p.  43.  —  See,  also,  note  to  1777-78,  chap.  13,  p.  SM.post. 

Chap.  14.  The  following  order  of  the  House  marks  the  beginning  of  the  movement  to 
prevent,  by  legislation,  the  rise  of  the  price  of  goods,  caused  by  the  risks  and  losses 
attending  foroisu  commerce  during  the  war,  and  h^  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  :  — 

"  Feb.  5,  1776.  On  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Maj.  Brooks,  Maj.  Fuller  and  CA\>t.  Broicn 
of  Watertoion,  with  such  as  the  Hon.  Board  may  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  Consid- 
eration the  present  high  Price  of  Goods,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  at  the  next 
sitting  of  the  Court.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  —  House  .fournal,  p.  248 

No  intimation  of  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  in  the  above  order  having  been  received, 
the  House,  on  the  14th  of  March,  passed  an  order  that  a  message  upon  this  subject  be  sent 
to  the  Board ;  and  the  same  day  the  following  proceedings  occurred  in  the  House :  — 

"  A  i^etition  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  several  Towns  of  MedfiAd,  Wrentham, 
Attlcborovgh,  Dedham,  Medicay,  BilUngham,  HolUslon,  Mansfield,  Natick,  Stotcfjhtnn, 
Stoughtonham,  Sherburn  and  IValpole,  praying  the  Court  to  take  into  Consideration  the 
extravagant  Price  which  is  demanded  for  English  Goods,  Wood,  Flax,  Shoe-Leather, 
Grain,  and  sundry  other  Articles,  and  make  some  Provision  to  prevent  the  growing  Evil. 

Read  and  committed  to  the  Coniniittee  appointed  the  fifth  of  February  last,  to  con- 
sider what  was  proper  to  be  done  with  regard  to  the  high  price  of  Goods.  Sent  up  for 
Concurrence  "  —  Ibid.,  p.  6. 

A  second  message  to  the  Council,  to  know  if  the  order  of  the  House  relating  to  the  high 
price  of  goods  had  been  concui-red  in,  was  sent  on  the  20tti ;  and,  six  days  later,  there  was 
presented  to  the  House  the  petition  of  a  committee,  chosen  out  of  the  committees  of  cor- 
resi)ondence.  safety,  &c.,  for  the  towns  of  Newburyport,  Newbury,  Bradford,  Andover, 
Boxford,  Salisbury,  Haverhill  and  Methuen,  in  Essex  County,  and  Londunderr.y,  Plais- 
tow,  New  Salem  and  Atkinson,  in  New  Hampshire,  "  representuig  the  exorbitant  prices  of 
goods  and  articles  vended  l)y  the  merchants  and  farmers,  and  praying  that  some  speedy 
and  effectual  remedy  might  be  applied  to  prevent  the  evils  arising  therefrom."  At  the 
third  session,  the  following  resolve  t  and  order  were  passed :  — 

"  Nov.  16,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives. — Resolved,  That  the  Hon*;'."  Tristram 
Dalton,  Si  Azor  Orne  Esq?,  with  such  as  the  Hon";'.'  Board  shall  join  be  a  com'.''.''  to  meet 
Committees  from  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  States  of  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire, 
&  Rhode-Island  at  Providence  in  Rhode  Island  the  tenth  Day  of  December  next,  provided 
said  assemblies  think  proper  to  appoint  such  Committees — tlieu,  &  there  to  bold  a  Con- 
ference respecting  further  Emissions  of  Paper  Currency  on  the  Credit  of  any  of  said 
States — Also  on  measures  necessary  for  supporting  the  credit  of  the  I'ublic  Currencies 
thereof— and  that  the  said  Committee  (if  the  Committees  of  the  other  States  so  met  agree 
thereto)  be  empowered  to  communicate  to  the  other  United  States  of  America  the  Inten- 
tion of  their  Convention,  and  urge  that  some  measures  be  taken  ?)y  then!  to  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  to  give  like  information  to  the  Hon':'.''  the  Continental  Congress,  and  propose  to 
them  whether  the  regulation  of  the  Currencies  is  not  an  object  of  necessary  attention — 
and  to  report  as  soon  as  mav  be. — 

And  it  is  Orderd,  That  the  Secretary  Immediately  transmit  authenticated  Copies  of  this 
Resolve  to  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  several  States  aforemention'd. 

In  Council.  Read,  it  Concurred,  &  Tho'..  Gushing  Esq'.,  is  joined  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.—    Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Council."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXVI.,  p.  175. 

According  to  the  above  resolve  and  instructions  the  committee  met  at  Providence,  in 
Rhode  Island,  Dec.  25,  1776,  with  a  similar  committee  from  Connecticut,  consisting  of 
Eli|ihalet  Dyer.  Richard  Law,  Nathaniel  Wales  and  Titus  Homer,  and  a  similar  commit- 
tee from  New  Hampshire,  consisting  of  Nathaniel  Folsom,  Josiah  Bartlctt  and  Supply 
Clap,  and  still  another  committee,  with  similar  powers,  from  Rhode  Island.  The  last 
conmiittee  consisted  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  William  Bradford  and  Henry  Ward. 

Before  the  departure  of  the  committee  from  Massachusetts  a  letter  was  received  from 
Governor  Cooke,  enclosing  a  resolve  of  the  assembly  of  Rhode  Island  proposing  a  council 
of  war,  at  Providence,  on  or  before  Dec.  23,  1776,  to  devise  measures  to  repel  the  British 
fleet  and  array  then  invading  that  state.  Accordingly,  on  the  16th,  the  Council  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  adopted  the  following  resolve :  — 

"Resolved  That  it  is  highly  necessary  and  expedient  that  the  Hoiible  Thomas  Gushing 
Azor  Orne  and  Tristram  Dalton  Esq?,  (a  Committee  appointed  the  sixteenth  day  of  No- 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  November  session,  chapter  XII.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  XXXVII. 
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veml)er  last  Ijy  the  General  Assembly  of  this  St.itc  to  proceed  to  providence  and  confer 
with  such  Committees  as  might  be  appointed  ly  the  several  States  o'"  New  En^rland  upon 
the  measures  necessary  to  support  the  Credit  of  the  public  Currencies  of  said  .States) 
should  proceed  and  they  are  hereby  iinpowered  to  proceed  to  Providence  in  Rhode 
Island  and  on  the  part  and  in  belialfof  this  State  on  the  231.  insUint  there  to  meet  and  to 
confer  with  the  Council  of  War  appointed  by  the  Assembly  o.f  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  also  with  such  other  Committees  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  States  of  Connecticut 
and  New  Hampshire  upon  the  expediency  of  raiding. an  Army  for  our  immediate  and 
common  defence  upon  the  measures  necessary  to  support  the  Credit  of  the  public  Cur- 
rencies of  the  New  England  States,  for  preventing  Monopoly  and  high  price  of  goods  and 
the  necessaries  of  Life  Regulation  of  Vendues  Embargo  on  Shipping  and  such  other 
matters  as  are  of  general  concernment  to  the  New  EnglarTd  States  and  not  repugnant  to  or 
interfering  with  the  powers  and  Authorities  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  report  the 
result  of  their  conferrence  to  the  General  Court  and  the  Secretary  h  hereby  directed  to 
Notify  the  Gentlemen  before  mentioned  of  this  Resolution  of  the  board  inclose  them  a 
Copy  of  the  same  and  desire  them  immediately  to  signify  to  the  Board  whether  they  shall 
proceed  upon  the  business  aforesaid  or  not." —  Executive  Records  of  the  Council,  vol.  20, 
p.  107. 

The  committee  organized  and  proceeded  to  business,  Dec.  25,  1776,  and,  on  the  28th, 
they  took  up  the  subject  of  regulating  prices.  After  some  progress  made,  they  postponed 
the  subject,  but  resumed  the  consideration  of  it  on  the  31st,  when  the  following  recom- 
mendations were  agreed  upon  :  — 

"This  Committee  taking  into  Consideration  the  unbounded  Avarice  of  many  Persons, 
by  daily  adding  to  the  now  most  intolerable  exorbitant  Price  of  every  necessary  and  Con- 
venient Article  of  Life,  and  also  the  most  exlravant  Prices  of  Labour  in  general,  which 
at  this  time  of  Distress  unless  a  speedy  and  effectual  stop  be  put  thereto  will  be  attended 
with  the  most  Fatal  and  Pernicious  Consequences. —  As  it  not  only  Disheartens  and  Dis- 
affects  the  Soldiers  who  have  nobly  enteicd  into  Service,  for  the  Best  of  causes,  by  oldiging 
them  to  give  such  unreasonable  Prices  for  those  Things  that  are  absolutely  needful  for 
their  very  existence,  that  their  pay  is  not  sufficient  to  subsist  them ;  but  is  also  very 
Detrimental  to  the  Country  in  General. — 

Wherefore  it  is  recommended  by  this  Committee,  that  the  Rates  and  Prices  hereafter 
enumerated  be  affixed  and  Settled  within  the  Respective  States  in  New-England  to  wit 
Farming  \   in  the  Summer  Season  shall  not  exceed  Three  shillings  and  four  pence  per 
Diem,  and  so  in  the  usual  Proportion  at  other  Seasons  of  the  Year,  and 
the  Labour  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  and  other  Labour  to  be  com- 
puted according  to  the  usages  and  Customs,  that  have  heretofore  been 
adopted  and  practised  in  different  Parts  of  the  several  States  compared 
with  Farming  Labour. 
Good  Merchantable  Wheat  shall  not  exceed  the  Price  of  Seven-shillings  & 
Sixpence  per  Bushel  in  any  Part  of  the  States  of  the  Massachusets  Bay, 
New-Hami)shire,  &  Rhode-Island  Providence  Plantations,  and  Six  Shil- 
lings per  Bushel  in  any  part  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
Good  Merchantable  Rye  shall  not  in  the  State  of  Connecticutt  exceed  Three 
Shillings  &  Sixpence  per  Bushel,  and  not  in  any  part  of  the  States  of  the 
Massachusets-Bay,  New-Hampsliire  &  Rhode-Island  Providence  Planta- 
tions Four  shillings  &  Sixpence  per  bushel. 
Good  Merchantable  Indian  Corn  shall  not  in  any  part  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  exceed  Three  shillings  &four  pence  per  Bushel,  and  not  in 
any  Part  of  the  State  of  Connecticutt  Three  shillings  per  Bushel  and  not 
in  any  part  of  the  States  of  New-IIampshireand  Rhode-Island  Providence 
Plantations  Three  shillings  and  Six  pence  per  Bushel. 
Good    Merchantable   Sheeps-Wool  shall  not  in  any  Part  of  the  States  of 
Massachusets  Bav,  Connecticut  &  Rhode-Island  Providence  Plantations 
exceed  Two  shillings  per  pound,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  State  of  newhamp- 
shire  two  shillings  and  two  pence  ^  pound 
in  any  Part  of  the  State  of  the  Massachusetts- Bay  shall  not  exceed  (those 
Weighing)  from   5  to  —   7  Score  .    .    4'' ) 

7  to  —  10  Score  .    .    4]  ^(^  Pound 
all  above  10  Score  .    .    4^  S 
in  any  Part  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  shall  not  exceed  those  Weighing 
from  5  to —   7  Score  .    .    Si"") 

7  to       10  Score  .     .    3^   ^  c^  Pound 
all  above  10  Score   .    .    3|    ) 
in  any  Part  of  the  State  of  New-Hampshire  shall  not  exceed  those  Weigh- 
ing from     5  to  —   7  Score  .    .    4.^''  S 

7  to       10  Score  .    .    4|  ^^^  Pound 
all  above  10  Score  .    .    5     ) 
in  any  part  of  the  State  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations  shall 
not  exceed  those  weighing  from    5  to    7  —  Score   .    .    3^') 

7  to  10  — Score   .    .    4     ^-^^  Pound 
all  above  10  Score   .    .    4^   > 
Grass  fed  Beef  of  the  Best  Quality  in  any  Part  of  the  States  of  the  Massa- 
chusets-Bay,   New  Hampshire,   &   Rhode-Island  Providence  Plantations 
shall  not  exceed  Three  pence  per  pound  And  in  anv  Part  of  the  State  of 
Connecticutt  shall  not  exceed  Twenty-four  shillings  |^  Hundred  Weight  — 
And  so  in  that  Proportion  in  the  said  Several  States  for  Stall-fed  Beef,  and 
likewise  Beef  of  an  Inferior  Quality. 


Labour 


Wheat : 


Rye. 


Indian 
Corn 


Wool. 


Pork. 


Beef. 
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Hides.  Raw-Hides  shall  not  exceed  Three  pence  per  pound  in  any  part  of  either  of 
said  States. 

Salt.  Good  Merchantable  Salt  shall  not  exceed  Ten  shillings  per  Bushel  in  any 

part  of  either  of  said  States 

Rum.  Good  Merchantable  West-India  Rum  shall  not  in  cither  of  said  States  ex- 

ceed Six  Sliillings  &  Eight  Pence  per  Gallon  by  the  Hoirsiiead,  Seven 
Shillings  &  Eight-pence  per  Single  Gallon,  and  Two  Shiiiiugs  ip*  Quart, 
and  so  in  like  proportion  for  Smaller  Quantities  according  to  the  Old  and 
accustomed  Usages  for  Retailing  smaller  Quantities  in  any  Part  of  said 
States  save  allowing  one  penny  pr  Gallon  for  everv  Ten  Miles  the  same 
shall  be  conveyed  by  Land  Carriage  from  the  first  Post  of  Delivery  for 
the  Cost  Charge  &  Risque  in  carrying  the  same. 
New-England  Rum  of  the  best  Quality  shall  not  in  any  part  of  the  said 
states  exceed  Ihree  shillings  &  Ten  Pence  4^'  Gallon  "by  the  Hogshead, 
Four  Shillings  ({p*  Gallon,  by  the  Barrel  and  Four  shillings  &  Six  Pence 
by  the  single  Gallon  at  the  Ports  &  Places  where  the  same  shall  be  first 
Distilled  (exclusive  of  the  Cask)  and  so  in  like  proportion  for  small.T 
Quantities,  according  to  the  Old  and  accustomed  usages  for  Retailing 
small  Quantities,  save  allowing  one  penny  per  gallon  for  everv  Ten  Miles 
the  same  shall  be  conveyed  by  Land  Carriage  from  the  Place  of  Distillery 
for  the  Cost,  Charge  and  Risque  in  carrying  the  same. — 

Sugar.  Best  Muscovado  Sugar  shall  not  in  any  of  said  States  exceed  Fifty-four . 
shillings  (^  Hundred  Weight  by  the  Hogshead,  Sixty  shillings  by  the 
single  Hundred  Weight,  and  Eight  Pencc'pr  pound  at  the  first  Port  of 
Delivery  allowing  Nine  pence  ^  Humy-ed  Weight  for  Every  Ten  Miles 
Land  Carriage  the  same  may  be  conveyed  from  the  said  First  Port  of  De- 
livery to  defray  the  expence  of  carrying  the  same. 

Melasses.  Melasses  of  the  best  Quality  shall  not  in  any  of  said  States  exceed  Three- 
Shillings  &  four  pence  i^gall  by  the  Hogshead,  Three  shillings  and  Eight- 
pence  by  the  Barrel,  &  Four  shillings  by  the  Single  Gallon  at  the  First 
Port  of  Delivery,  allowing  one  Penny  per  Gallon  for  every  Ten  miles 
Land-Carriage  the  same  may  be  conveyed  from  the  said  first  Port  of 
delivery  to  defray  the  expence  of  carrying  the  same.  Making  the  accus- 
tomed and  usual  allowances  for  Melassesof  an  Inferior  Quality. 

Cheese.  American  Manufactured  Cheese  shall  not  exceed  six  pence  <j^  pound  in  any 
part  of  either  of  the  said  States. 

Butter.  Butter  of  the  best  Quality  shall  not  exceed  Ten  pence  per  Pound  in  any  part 
of  cither  of  s^  states. 

Pease.  Peas  shall  not  exceed  Eight  shillings  per  Bushel  in  any  part  of  either  of  s'' 

States. 

Beans.  Beans  of  the  best  Quality  shall  not  exceed  Six  shillings  per  bushel  in  any 
part  of  either  of  said  States. 

Potatoes  commonly  called  Spanish  Potatoes  of  the  best  sort  shall  not  in  the  Fall  of 
the  Year  exceed  One  shilling  &  four-pence  p""  Bushel  and  not  at  any  sea- 
son of  the  Year  exceed  Two  shillings  p""  Bushel  in  any  Part  of  either  of 
said  States. 

Stockings  Mens  Good  Yarn  Stockings  shall  not  exceed  Six-Shillings  <^  Pair  in  any 
part  of  either  of  said  States.  —  and  in  such  proportion  to  those  of  an  Infe- 
rior Quality. 

Shoes.  Mens  Neat-Leather  Shoes  of  the  best  common  Sort  shall  not  exceed  Eight 
Shillings  4^  pair  in  any  part  of  either  said  States  and  other  Shoes  in  Pro- 
portion according  to  their  Quality.  — 

Salted  )       Salted  Pork  by  the  Barrel  two  hundred  and  Twenty  pounds  weight  in  each 

Pork    j  Barrel,  shall  not  in  aay  Part  of  the  States  of  the  Massachusets-Bay,  and 

Rhode-Island  Providence  Plantations  exceed  Four  pounds  Twelve  shillings 
4^*  Barrel,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  Four  pounds  four  shillings  4^  barrel, 
and  in  any  Part  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  Five  pounds  ^  barrel. 

Cotton.  Cotton  shall  not  exceed  Three  shillings  per  Pound^by  the  Bag  and  Three 
shillings  &  Eightpcnce  ^  the  Single  pound  in  any  Part  of  either  of  the 
said  States  — 

Oats.  Good  Oats  shall  not  exceed  Two  shillings  per  Bushel  in  any  Part  of  either 

the  said  States. — 

Flax.  Good  well  dressed  Merchantable  Flax  shall  not  exceed  one  shilling  per 

pound  in  any  Part  of  either  of  the  States  of  Massachuscts-Uay  New- 
Hampshire,  &  Rhode-Island  Providence  Plantations,  and  shall  not  in  any 
Part  of  the  State  of  Ooimecticut  exceed  Tcn-pcnce  per  pound. 

Coffee.  Good  Coffee  shall  not  exceed  One  shilling  and  Four-pence  ^P*''  the  Single 
pound  in  any  Part  of  either  of  the  said  States. 

Tallow  good  Tried  Tallow  shall  not  Exceed  7^''  ^  pound  in  any  part  of  Either  of 
said  States. 

Tow  Cloth  Good  Yard  wide  Tow-Cloth  shall  not  exceed  two  shillings  &  three  pence  4f 
yard  in  any  Part  of  either  of  said  States,  and  so  in  Proportion  according 
to  its  Quality.  Course  Linens  to  be  computed  after  the  Rate  of  Tow- 
Cloth  allowing  therefor  the  Reasonable  worth. 

Flannels.    Good    yard  wide  striped  Flanncll  shall  not  exceed  Three  Shillings  &  Six 
.    pence  ^  yard  in  any  Part  of  either  of  the  said  States  and  other  Flannels 
in  proportion  according  to  their  Widths  and  Qualities  and  other  Woolea 
Cloth  in  like  Proportion. 
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This  Committee  considerin'^  that  Goods  in  General  unportcd  have  of  late  (owing  to  the 
unbounded  Avarjce  of  some  Persons)  been  sold  by  whole-sale  at  the  exorbitant  advance 
of  Five  and  Six  Hundred  tj^  Cent  from  the  prime  Cost,  and  retailed  out  at  the  unreason- 
able profit  of  Forty  or  Fifty  ^  Cent  or  more  in  addition  thereto ;  which  has  been  the  oc- 
casion of  great  oppression  especially  to  the  Poor  Consumer,  do  to  correct  and  rectify  such 
exorbitances,  Recommend  that  nothwindin?  the  great  Risque  of  a  Voyage  to  and  from 
Europe,  the  high  rate  of  Insurance,  the  Difficulty  of  procuring  Articles  suitable  for  (hat 
Market  the  loss  upon  those  exported,  the  increased  cxpcnces  and  length  of  the  Voyage 
and  the  real  necessity  of  importing  many  Commodities  from  thence,  the  Price  of  Euro- 
pean Goods  which  have  ben  or  shall  be  imported,  as  also  as  such  Goods  which  have  ben 
or  shall  be  bronght  into  any  of  said  States  in  any  Prize-Vessel  shall  not  exceed  the  fol- 
lowing Rates  which  this  Committee  is  of  opinion  will  allow  but  a  Reasonable  Profit  to 
the  Adventurers,  Woolen  goods  —  Course  Linens,  Duck  Ticklenburghs,  &  Oznaburghs 
shall  not  be  sold  bv  whole-sale  at  a  higher  Puxte  than  in  the  Proportion  of  Two- Hundred 
and  Seventy  Five  Pounds  Sterling  for  what  Cost  One-Hundred  pounds  Sterling  in  Europe, 
and  not  any  other  Goods  Wares  or  Merchandize  imported  from  thence,  or  brought  into 
any  Port  in  said  States  in  any  Prize  Vessel  shall  bo  sold  at  wholesale  at  a  higher  Rate 
than  in  the  Proportion  of  Two  Hundred  Fifty  pounds  Sterling  for  what  cost  One  Hundred 
pounds  Sterling  in  Urope  excepting  warlike  Military  Stores  the  Price  of  which  the  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  need  not  bo  Limited  —  And  the  Retailers  of  stich  goods  shall  not  sell 
them  at  a  higher  advance?  than  Twenty  ^  Cent  upon  the  whole-sale  Price. 

This  Committee  further  recommend  that  the  several  Legistive  Bodies,  within  the  said 
Respective  States  affix  and,  Assertain  the  Price  of  Wood,  Hay,  Pine-Boards,  Plank,  Joist, 
Hoops,  Shingles,  Charcoal  Tanned  Leather,  Cotton  i'^  Linen  Cloths,  Mutton  Veal  and 
Flour  and  also  the  Rates  of  Carting  which  can  be  much  better  done  in  the  several  States 
than  by  this  Committee. — 

It  is  further  recommended  to  the  Respective  Legislatures  aforesaid  to  Regulate  or  Pro- 
hibit Vendues  and  other  Public  Sales  in  such  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with  but  so  as  to 
enforce  the  several  Regulations  recommended  as  aforesaid. 

It  is  further  Recommended  to  the  above  mentioned  States  to  empower  suitable  Persons 
in  their  Respectives  States  to  open  any  ware-Houses  Stores  or  other  Places  where  Goods 
are  deposited,  which  are  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Army  and  Navy  and  are  withheld  by 
Monopolixers,  Engrossers  or  others  and  to  take  and  apply  such  Goods  to  the  use  afore- 
said paying  the  Owners  thereof  at  the  Rate  at  which  such  Goods  are  Valued  in  this  Res- 
olution and  in  Case  the  Goods  so  taken  are  not  herein  Rated,  at  a  Reasonable  Appraise- 
ment to  be  made,  by  Indifferent  Persons. 

It  is  further  Recommended  as  it  is  of  great  importance  that  the  mode  of  carrying  the 
resolves  aforesaid  into  execution,  in  the  i-espectivc  States  be  uniform  and  effectual. — 

This  Committee  recommend  it  as  necessary  that  the  Respective  States  Prohibit  the  Sale 
of  any  of  the  Articles  aforesaid  at  any  higher  price  than  they  are  above  rated  under  se- 
vere Penalties  &  Forfeitures  which  in  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  may  be  as  follows  to 
wit. 

For  any  and  every  Article  or  Articles  sold  at  or  under  the  Price  of  Twenty  Shillings,  a 
Penalty  of  Twenty  shillings,  &  for  each  and  every  Article  or  Articles  Sold  at  a  Higher 
Price  than  Twenty-Shillings  a  Penalty  of  the  Price  at  which  they  shall  be  Sold. 

And  that  the  Respective  States  regulate  the  Mode  of  recovering  such  Penalties  as  they 
shall  jiidje  most  agreeable  to  their  Circumstances  &  most  likely  to  prevent  the  Breaches 
of  the  Acts  they  may  pass  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  aforesaid." — Mass.  Ar- 
rhii-es,  vol.  141,  p.  17. 

While  the  committee  were  absent,  the  General  Court,  passed  an  order  (Dec.  26)  direct- 
ing Richard  Derby  and  Benjamin  Austin,  "  agents  for  the  Middle  District  in  this  state," 
to  permit  no  more  of  the  cargo  of  the  prize-ship  Julius  Caesar  (which  had  been  brought  in 
earl  V  in  November)  to  be  sold,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Assembly.  An  oi'der  had 
passed,  on  the  I'ith  of  November,  directing  Mr.  Derby  to  furnish  to  the  Council  a  box  of 
stationery  from  the  cargo  of  that  vessel  —  "the  state  allowing  the  same  price  as  the  rest  of 
these  articles  sell  for  at  vendue." 

On  the  4th  of  Jainiary,  1777.  Thomas  Cushing,  in  behalf  of  the  above  committee  from 
Massachusetts,  submitted  to  the  Council  a  written  report,  which,  on  the  same  day,  was 
read  in  Council,  and  sent  down  to  the  House,  where  it  was  committed  to  Messrs.  Wood, 
Cooper,  Brooks,  Storcr  and  Story,  with  such  others  as  the  Council  should  join  ;  and,  on 
the  6th,  Messrs.  Powell,  Spooner,  Fisher  and  Dana,  of  the  Council,  were  joined.  This 
committee  promptly  reported,  through  James  Bowdoin,  who  had  been  appointed  thereon, 
"  that  the  rates  and  prices  of  the  necessary  and  convenient  articles  of  life  be  regulated  and 
settled  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  "  of  the  committee  at  Providence  and  "  that 
vendues  and  other  public  sales  be  regulated  in  such  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with,  but 
to  enforce  the  said  regulations ;  and  that  [an]  act  or  acts  be  passed  for  that  piu-pose." 

A  committee  was  appointed  the  same  day  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  to  this  committee  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  committee  that  had  sat  at  Proviilcnce.  On  the  14th,  Judge  Sul- 
livan brought  to  the  Council  a  message  from  the  House  inquiring  whether  or  not  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  brin<r  in  a  bill  hail  reported,  and  requesting  to  have  it  sent  down  if  it 
had  been  passed  upon  bv  the  Council.  The  bill,  which  for  the  first  time  appears  on  the 
record  by  the  title  given  to  the  act,  was,  on  the  same  day,  read  and  sent  down.  On  the 
2lst,  Mr."  Pitts  carried  a  message  from  the  House  to  the  Council  proposing  a  conference 
of  both  branches  on  certain  amendments  which  had  been  offered  to  the  bill.  The  Council 
immediately  declined  this  proposal,  and  suggested  referring  the  bill  to  a  joint  committee, 
to  which  the  House  agreed,  and  appointed  thereon  Messrs.  Da'nielson,  Sullivan,  Cooper, 
Palmer  and  Pickering.^  The  Council  thereupon  joined  Messrs.  Powell,  Sever,  Greenlcaf, 
Cushing  and  Phillips.    On  the  25th,  the  House  proposed  an  amendme'nt  in  the  last  twc 
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lines  of  §  9,  striking  out  "  so,"  between  "  shall  "  and  "  take,"  and  inserting  the  final  words 
"  for  sucli  service  and  labour,"  which  was  aareed  to  by  the  Council. 

After  the  bill  had  been  enacted,  the  House  passed  a  resolve  to  require  the  secretary  to 
attest  the  printed  acts.  This  resolve,  which  has  not  been  discovered,  was  not  concurred 
in  by  the  Council. 

"  Jan.  30,  1777.  In  Council  —  *  Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Court  that  some  per- 
sons within  this  State  arc  purchasing  pork  at  an  extravagant  price  as  well  as  other  Pi'O- 
visions,  and  are  also  employing  persons  to  do  the  same  within  the  State  of  Connecticutt, 
and  that  they  arc  causing  such  Provisions  to  be  transported  to  some  Sea  port  Towns  with- 
in this  State,  which  evil  practice  if  tolerated  must  prove  very  prejudicial  to  this  and  all 
the  united  States,  and  if  carried  on  by  persons  inimical  to  the  Rights  of  America  may  be 
attended  with  fatal  Consequences. — 

Wherefore  it  is  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  War  be  directed  to  make  the  Strictest  En- 
quiry possible  from  time  to  time  and  if  they  shall  obtain  knowledge  where  quantities  of 
pork  or  other  Provisions  are  deposited  that  they  have  reason  to  believe  were  procur'd  in 
this  manner  that  they  immediately  secure  such  Provisions  for  the  public  use  agreeable  to 
a  late  Act  of  this  Government. — 

And  all  Selectmen  &  Committees  of  Correspondence  Inspection  &  Safety  of  the  several 
Towns  within  this  State  are  also  enjoin'd  &  directed  to  exercise  the  utmost  Vigilance  for 
the  detection  of  such  pernicious  practices;  and  if  they  shall  at  any  time  learn  where  any 
such  Provisions  are  phic'd  within  their  respective  Towns,  that  they  forthwith  pursue  such 
mcasu.'vs  by  taking  the  same  into  their  own  Custody  or  otherwise  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary  to  prevent  the  purchasers  or  possessors  tLiereof  from  secreting  them,  antl  they 
are  then  forthwith  to  give  Information  thereof  to  the  Board  of  War,  acquainting  them  of 
the  names  of  the  persons  concerned  and  other  Circumstances,  and  wait  the  Instructions 
of  the  Board  of  War  respecting  the  same,  which  it  is  expected  the  Board  of  War  will  give 
without  delay  and  make  returns  to  this  Court  from  time  to  time.f 

In  the  House  of  Representatives — Head  &  Concured  and  the  Board  of  War  are  di- 
rected to  cause  this  Resolve  to  be  published  in  all  the  Boston  News  Papjrs.  In  Council 
read  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council." — Council  Records,  vol. 
XXXVI., p.  512. 

"  Mar.  15,  1777.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  %  Whereas  by  an  Act  of  this  State 
intitled  An  Act  to  prevent  Monopoly  and  Oppression  made  the  present  year,  diflBculties 
have  arisen  relative  to  the  price  of  Beef  &c  imported  or  Captured  the  produce  of  Europe, 
the  proprietors  of  such  Beef  Alledging  they  can  legally  sell  such  imported  Beef,  at  the 
rate  of  £250sts  for  what  costs  £  100  sts  in  Europe,  agreeable  to  the  price  of  other  mer- 
chandize imported  from  thence,  altho'  American  Beef  is  Stipulated  in  said  act  at  £-5. 14/  6 
c^bll.- therefore. 

Resolved,  that  no  Beef,  whether  the  produce  of  America  or  Elsewhere,  shall  be  sold  for 
more  than  £3.14/ e^t^bll  — And  also  Resolved  that  the  price  Stipulated  in  the  above 
said  Act  for  Peas  Beans  Pork  Wheat  Rye  Hides,  Loaf  Sugar,  Chocolate  Butter  Potatoes 
Oats  Tallow  Flour  and  Barr  Iron  the  produce  of  America  shall  be  the  price  of  those  arti- 
cles already  or  tliat  may  hereafter  be  imported  or  Captured  whether  sold  at  public  Auc- 
tion or  at  private  Sale,  be  they  the  produce  of  any  Country  whatever —  And  every  person 
that  shall  sell  the  same  at  a  greater  price  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  penaltys  as  men- 
tioned in  said  Act;  Any  Law  "usage  or  Custom  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding  —  In 
Council  read  and  Concurred  —  Consented  to  bv  fifteen  of  the  Council."— /6(rf  ,  ro^. 
XXX  VII.,  p.  68. 

Chap.  15.  On  the  9th  of  October,  Messrs.  Partridge,  Dix  .and  Davis  were  appointed  by 
the  House  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  for  repealing  the  act  for  laying  an  embargo  upon 
lumber,  which  had  been  passed  on  the  5th  of  the  previous  month.  A  bill  was  accordingly 
reported  which,  on  the  11th,  had  its  several  readings  in  the  House,  and  was  passed  to  be 
engrossed  and  sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence,  and,  ou  the  same  day,  was,  by  the 
Council,  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed.  On  the  16th,  it  was  passed,  by  both 
branches,  to  be  enacted;  and,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  concurrent  order,  the  secretary  was 
directed  to  get  it  "  published  in  the  several  newspapers." 

Chap.  16.  On  the  twenty-fifth  of  October  the  bill  of  this  act  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
in,  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs  Pickering,  Otis  and  Ingalls  The  bills  were  to 
be  from  the  "  plates  the  last'emission  were  struck  olf  from,"  and  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Brown  of  Boston  ami  Mr.  Brown  of  Watertown,  was  appointed  "  to  get 
the  last  plates  repaired  for  the  new  emission  "  On  the  same  day,  the  bill  was  reported, 
read  three  times,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  to  the  Council  by  a  committee  consist- 
ing of  Messrs,  Palmer,  Cooper,  Pitts,  Brown  and  Storer.  At  the  same  time,  tiie  committee 
appointed  to  get  the  plates  altered  was  directed  to  secure  a  quantity  of  paper  suffleient  for 
the  impression  of  the  bills. 

On  the  26th,  the  Council  passed  the  bill,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed.    The  bill  was 
passed  to  be  enacted,  by  the  House,  on  the  28th,  and,  ou  the  next  day,  by  the  Council. 
The  following  orders  were  subsequently  |)assed  by  the  House:  — 

"  Oct.  29,  1776.     Ordered,  That  Mr.  Inr/a/ls  and  Mr.  Robinson,  be  a  committee  to  inspect 
the  press  for  the  emission  oX'  fifty  thoiiisand  and  four  pounds- 
Voted,  ThutMv.  Dix,   Mr.    U'ood    Capt.  Brotim,  of  IVaterlown,  Col.  Goodioin,  Mr.  Hub- 
bard, Mr.  Drew,  Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Ma'.den,  and  Mr.  Noyes,  be  a  committee  to  sign  and  num- 
ber the  bills  of  the  emission  of  Jifti/  thousand  and  four  poundi."  —  House  Journal,  p.  138 

"Nov  2,  1776.  Mr.  Leach  is" appointed  to  inspect  the  press  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Ingalls, 
absent  "  —  Ibid,  p.  142. 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  December  session,  chapter  CXXVI. 
t  "  Of  their  doings  herein,"  added  in  the  printed  resolves.  |  Ibid.,  chapter  XXX. 
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Chap  17.  "To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Colony  of  Massacliusetts  Bay 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  a  Tract  of  Land  lying  on  &  near  St 
Georges  River  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  in  said  Colony,  l)eina;  part  of  the  Pkint.ition 
called  St  Georges  (the  whole  Plantation  Ijcing  much  too  large  for  a  Town^liip)  Ihiinljly 
sheweth,  That  whereas  the  Hon'ils  the  great  &  general  Court  of  said  Colony  have  ordered 
a  Tax  of  forty  nine  pounds  three  Shillings  &  seven  pence  farthing,  to  be  paid  by  the  In- 
habitants of  said  Plantation  called  St  Georges;  and  whereas  by  a  laie  Act  or  Law  of  the 
Province  the  Inhabitants  of  new  Plantations  were  enabled  &  impowered  to  assess,  levy  & 
collect  Province  and  County  Taxes;  Yet  the  Inhabitants  of  said  St  Georges  have  not  pur- 
sued the  Directions  of  said  act  &  thereby  have  lost  the  Benefits  thereof:  But  being  will- 
ing to  bear  our  part  of  the  puhliek  Charges  according  to  our  Ability,  have  agreed  to 
assess,  &  collect  our  Proportion  of  said  Tax  (tho'  attended  with  Difliculty)  according  to 
the  last  Assessment  made  in  this  Place,  which  was  a  County  Tax ;  Wherefore,  to  prevent 
the  like  DifBculties  for  the  future,  and  to  shun  tho  many  other  Inconveniencies  to  which 
unincorporated  Plantations  are  exposed,  and  procure  the  Benefits  arising  from  Incorpora- 
tion, which  we  apprehend  will  increase  tiie  growth  of  this  Place,  Your  Petitioners  jiray 
that  the  said  tract  of  Land  may  be  incorporated  into  a  Township  Bounded  as  followeth 
viz.  Northwesterly  Ijy  a  Line  beginning  at  St  Georges  River  at  the  westerly  Corner  of 
John  Alexander's  Lot  from  thence  running,  as  his  Line  runs,  North  thirty  two  Degrees 
East  about  seven  Miles,  to  the  Line  of  the  Township  called  Camden,  beluncjing  to  the 
twenty  Associates  called  the  Lincolnshire  Company  ;  westerly  by  t^t  Georges  River  south- 
westerly by  a  Line  besinning  at  a  Spruce  Tree  marked  number  twenty  three  and  twenty 
fonr  on  the  Neck  the  easierii  Side  of  St  Georges  River,  thence  running  East  South  East 
about  three  Miles  between  the  Lots  Number  twenty  three  &  twenty  fonr  across  said 
Neck  to  the  Sea  Shore;  Southerly  l)y  Muscle  Ridge  Bay,  so  called;  Easterly  by  Owls 
Head  Bay,  and  Northeasterly  about  five  Miles  l)y  CanicJen  Line  aforesaid,  to  where  it 
intersects  the  Line  lirst  mentioned,  said  Camden  Line  runs  from  the  Sea  Shore,  or  Owls 
Head  Bay  aforesaid,  at  a  place  called  Clam  Cove  Neck,  a  North  west  by  North  Course. 
Together  with  all  the  Island  that  lieth  within  three  Miles  of  the  Main  Land,  &  within  the 
Direction  of  the  Lines  that  run  to  the  Sea;  And  that  we  may  be  invested  with  all  the 
Powers  and  Priviledges  that  the  Inhalntants  of  other  Towns  in  said  Colony  do  enjoy— 
And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  liound  shall  ever  jn-ay  &c. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  understand  that  a  Small  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the 
western  Side  t'he.River  are  desirous  of  being  connected  with  us,  &  their  Sentiments  as  to 
Church  Goverment  being  the  same  with  ours,  we  are  very  willing;  If  the  Honlili:  Court, 
for  the  Reasons  they  giv'^e,  shall  think  proper  to  annex  them.       Ei.isua  Sxow 
Mason  Wheaton  David  Falbs  JaI  Stacpole 

Thomas  Ham  NathH'-  Fales  John  Shibrs 

HezekiahBatchelder        Oliver  Robkins  Ju"  Oliver  Robins 

Richd:  Iaating  Jonatahn  Chocicit  James  Fales 

Israel  Loveit  Francis  Haskell  Jonathan  Spear 

James  Weed  Jonathan  Smith  Isaiah  Tolman 

Joshua  Tennent  John  Rendell  David  Watson 

Israel  Jordan  David  VValch  Taler  Smally 

Thomas  Stevens  John  Bridges  Joseph  Smally 

Oliver  Smith  James  orbeton  David  Smally 

John  Bowler  Joseph  Coombs  Caleb  Barrows 

John  Mathews  William  Heard  Isaiah  Tolman  Juner." 

—  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  181,;;.  122. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  Mass- 
chusetts  Bay 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  in  the  Plantation  called  St  Georges  in  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  on  the  western  Side  of  St  Georges  River  Humbly  sheweth.  That  your 
Petitioner  are  exposed  to  all  the  Inconvenienencies  that  unincorporated  Plantations  suffer; 
and  more  particularly,  A  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Plantition  having  gathered  a 
Church,  &  settled  a  Minister  according  to  the  Presbiterian  Mode  of  Church  Goverment; 
and  we  having  been  educated  in,  and  still  thinkings.  That  the  Congregational  mode  is 
more  for  Edification,  therefore  cannot  regularly  join  with  them;  And  having  understood, 
that  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  River  have  petitioned  to  be 
incorporated  into  a  Township,  and  our  Lands  lying  more  commodous  to  be  joined  with 
them,  than  with  the  other  parts  of  the  Plantation,  Therefore  your  Petitioners  pray  that 
our  Lands  lying  on  the  Eastern  side  St  Georges  River,  Bounded  as  followeth,  to  wir, 
Beginning  at  a  Stake  and  Stones  at  the  River  aforesaid,  thence  rimning  (between  Capt. 
Jonathan  Nutting's  Lot  and  John  M*^^ Carters  Lot,  as  their  Line  runs,  which  is)  west  North 
west  about  two  Hundred  &  thirty  two  Rods  and  west  about  three  llimdred  and  twenty 
Rods,  making  in  the  whole  five  Hundred  and  fifty  two  Rods,  thence  North  aliout  x\\o 
Hundred  and  ten  Rods,  to  the  south  west  Corner  of  Land  sold  by  Moses  Copelanil  to 
Samuel  Counce,  thence  East  by  the  Line  l)etween  said  Copeland  &  Counce  two  Hundred 
and  twenty  Six  Rods,  &  Northeasterly  thirty  one  Rods  to  Ehenezer  Sumner's  Land, 
thence  East  between  said  Sumner  &  Copeland  two  Rods  to  Copland's  Creek  (so  called  ) 
thence  Eastwardly  Ijy  said  Creek  and  Southerly  l)y  St  Georges  River  aforesaid  to  ihe 
Bound  first  mentioned,  may  be  annexed  to,  and  erected  into  a  Township  with  the  Lands 
on  the  Eastern  Side,  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Jonathan  Nutting 
Seth  Vose 
MiCAH  Packard 
Moses  Copeland."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  210,  ;j.  82 
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The  date  of  the  presentation  of  the  foregoing  petitions  has  not  been  discovered,  but 
both  were  committed,  on  the  12th  of  July.to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Lithgovv,  Pickering  and  Brooks,  of  the  House,  and  John  Taylor  and  Col.  Thayer,  of  the 
Council.  This  committee,  on  the  13th,  reported,  by  way  of  resolve,  that  the  "petitioners 
serve  "the  committee  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  west  side  of  St.  George's  River  in  said 
plantation,"  with  a  copy  of  both  of  said  petitions  and  of  the  order  of  the  General  Court 
thereon,  to  "  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court,  why  the  prayer  of  both  or  either  of  said  petitions  should  not  be  granted." 

This  report  was  accepted  by  both  branches  in  concurrence. 

The  petition,  or  remonstrance,  of  (he  committee  above  mentioned  is  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  Petition  of  the  Commitee  of  S'.  Georges  to  the  Honourable  the  general  Court  of  the 
Colonic  of  the  Masachnssets  Bay  Humbly  sheweth  — 

That  whereas  a  small  number  of  of  people  representing  themselves  to  consist  of  forty  Fam- 
ilies which  upon  strict  enqucry  will  be  found  to  be  false,  want  to  tear  this  Town  in  pieces 
by  cuttin?  off  the  middle  and  leaving  out  the  two-ends  whereby  the  plantations  commonly 
called  the  Lower  and  uper  S'  Georges  wou'd  l)e  Reduced  to  tlie  greatest  hardships  imag- 
inable as  the  former  has  not  bounds  to  extend  themselves  and  as  the  later  has  but  a  small 
handful  of  people  — 

We  the  Commitee  of  S'  Georges  are  appointed  by  the  Inhabitants  to  send  this  our  hura- 
l)lc  petition  to  this  Honourable  Body  begging  that  your  Honours  would  not  grant  a  hear- 
ing to  any  petition  creaving  the  incorporation  of  a  p.art  and  not  of  the  whole  of  this  Town 
as  the  granting  such  a  request  would  prove  in  the  end  very  hurtful  &  pernicious  and  the 
Consequences  very  fatal  — 

We  tuerefore  Rely  upon  the  virtue  and  integrety  of  this  Honourable  Court  for  granting 
a  gracious  hearing  to  this  our  very  huml)le  petition  and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  Bound 
shall  ever  pray  — 

St  Georges  June  20'"  1776  Reuben  Hall  Ch?man."  —  Ibid.,  p.  S3. 

No  further  record  of  proceedings  upon  these  petitions  has  been  found,  until  October, 
when  the  Council  substituted  Walter  Spooner  and  Daniel  Davis,  for  John  Taylor  and 
Ehenezer  Thayer,  on  the  committee  above  named  ;  the  House,  at  the  same  time,  ordering 
that  the  consideration  of  these  petitions  be  put  off  until  11  o'clock  the  next  day.  On  the 
IGth,  in  the  House,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants,  to  be  incorporated,  was  read,  and, 
together  with  former  petitions  and  papers  accompanying  them,  was  referred  to  a  joint 
committee,  f)f  which  Messrs.  Choate,  Partridge  and  Sartell  were  appointed  members,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  to  which,  on  the  18th,  the  Council  joined,  in  concurrence,  Ben- 
jamin White  and  Daniel  Davis.  ' 

At  this  stage,  the  following  petition  appears  to  have  been  first  presented.  The  date  of 
the  petition  seeius  to  show  conclusively  that  it  cannot  have  been  the  petition  which  was 
read  in  the  House  on  the  16th,  and  yet  no  other  petition  of  similar  purport  has  been  dis- 
covered which  could  have  been  acted  upon  by  the  Assembly  on  that  d.iy- 

"State  of  the  )      To  the  Honorable  the  Council  and  Honorable  House  of  Rcpre- 

Massachusetts  Bay  j  sentativcs  in  Great  and  General  Court  for  s'J  State  Assembled  at 
Watertown  by  Adjournment  October  y"  9"',  AD,  1776  — 

The  Petition  of  Hush  M9Lean  of  Milton  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  Merchant.and  Samuel 
Gragg  of  the  upper  Plantation  on  and  near  S*  Georges  River  (so  called)  in  the  County  of 
Lincoln  in  the  Eastern  Parts  of  this  State  Gentleman  in  their  own  Behalf  and  also  as 
Agents  for  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Plantation  —  Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  the  said  Inhabitants  and  their  Predecessors  with  much  Toil  and  Labour  and  at 
great  Expence  of  Blood  and  Treasure  have  Cultivated  and  brought  too  the  said  Planta- 
tion in  such  a  manner  that  through  the  smiles  of  Heaven  on  their  Industry  from  a  wild 
Desert  it  is  now  become,  and  is  like  to  be  a  still  more  pleasant  and  flourishing  Settlement 
consisting  at  present  of  more  than  Forty  Familys,  so  that  they  want  nothing  to  Compleat 
their  Temporal  Iiitei'est  &  Comfort  but  the  Enjoyment  of  the  same  Civil  and  Religious 
Privileges  on  a  Legal  foundation  which  the  several  Towns  in  this  State  are  happily  in  the 
possession  of,  Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  and  Earnestly  Request  of  your 
Honors  That  the  said  Plantation  (Butted  and  Bounded  as  follows  Viz'.  Beginning  on  the 
West  side  of  SJ  Georges  River  on  the  North  side  of  William  Palmer's  Line  running  West 
North  West  to  Moses  Copeland's  South  Line  than  on  a  West  course  on  sf  Copeland's  line 
to  Waldoborougli  line  &  to  the  South  Pond  and  from  thence  to  Westerly  Pond,  and  so  on 
to  the  Hon^'i'^  John  Taylor  Esq"'!^  Township  from  thence  East  about  Six  Miles  &  an  half  on 
the  Line  of  the  said  Township  'till  it  comes  to  Cambden  Line  and  thence  on  s^'  Cambden 
Line  South  East  &  by  South  about  Two  Miles  &  an  half,  from  thence  taking  a  South 
South  West  Course  about  Five  Miles  &  an  half  to  the  Old  Saw  Mill  and  so  keeping  along 
on  the  Shoar  as  it  lays  to  Old  Fort,  and  from  thence  across  s'J  SJ  Georges  River  to  Wat- 
sun's  Point  and  so  on  to  s''  Palmer's  line  being  the  first  mentioned  Bounds  agreable  to 
the  Plan  thereof  May  be  by  Your  Honors  Incorporated  into  a  Township  (as  many  Incon- 
veniencys  would  be  removed  and  great  Advantages  accrue  to  the  said  Inhabitants  thereby) 
by  the  Name  of  Si  Georges  and  that  they  may  be  Endowed  with  all  such  Privileges  as 
the  Several  Towns  in  this  State  by  Law  Enjoy  And  Your  Petitioners  for  themselves  and 
in  their  Capacitys  of  Agents  as  aforesaid  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray  &c''a 

Hugh  M'^Leax 

Boston  Octor  21s*.  1770  SAM^-t-  Giwgg." —  Ibid.,  p.  395. 

This  petition  was,  on  the  22d,  referred,  by  the  House,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Coun- 
cil, to  the  committee  having  the  former  petitions  in  cliarge  —  .Messrs.  Lithgow  and  Holt 
having  first  been  substituted,  on  the  committee,  for  Messrs.  Sartell  and  Partridge,  who 
were  absent.  On  the  23d,  a  report  of  the  joint  committee,  that  day  sent  down  from  the 
Council,  "  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  petition"  —  was  accepted,  in  concur- 
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rence.  The  bill  was  read,  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  Oct.  26th,  and  a  second  and  third 
time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  30th,  when  it  was  sent  up  for  concurrence.  In 
the  Council,  the  bill  was" passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  Nov.  5th,  and,  on  the 
7th,  it  was  there  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  enacted. 

The  first  petitioners,  Elisha  Snow  and  others,  soon  discovered  that  this  act  was  not  in 
accordance  with  their  petition,  and  again  applied  to  the  General  Court  for  an  act  of  incor- 
poration setting  them  off  from  Warren  and  annexing  them  to  the  territory  to  be  em- 
braced in  the  new  town  of  Thomaston.    See  the  note  to  chapter  34,  post. 

Chap.  18.  The  following  petition  was  presented  to  the  House  in  the  last  session  of  the 
previous  j'car.  It  was  read  April  16th,  and  referred  to  "  Col.  Grout,  Capt.  Hodges  and 
Capt.  Brown  :  " — 

"  To  the  General  assembly  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massach".*  Bay  now  Setting  at  War- 
tertown 

Gentlemen  we  your  Humble  Petitioners  Beg  Leave  Humbly  to  Shew  :  that  whereas  a 
Certain  Tract  of  Land  or  plantation  Lying  yi  y"  County  of  Worcester  formerly  known  by 
the  name  of  Rutld  District  the  Inhabitents  of  said  District  Being  Desirous  of  a  new  incor- 
poration Did  in  the  year  1773  Petition  the  General  assembly  of  this  Colony  for  to  be  Sett 
off  as  a  Town  &  So  "have  the  Comection  with  Rutland  Subside  And  we  So  far  Succeeded 
in  our  attempt  as  to  obtain  the  approbation  &  Concurrance  of  both  Houses  :  But  the  mat- 
ter was  non  Concurred  by  Goucnor  Hutchinson  who  was  then  in  the  Chair  unless  he 
Could  haue  the  privelidge  of  Filling  the  Blank  but  the  House  not  willing  to  give  up  what 
they  Vewed  as  theair  right  the  matter  was  not  Compieated  Til!  M''.  Gage  took  the  Chair 
who  Very  Soon  after  gaue  us  a  Specinen  of  what  he  was  or  intended  to  l)e  to  this  Colony 
by  filling  up  the  Blank  with  that  obnoxtious  nane  Hutchinson  that  well  known  Enemy  to 
the  natiiVal  &  Stipulated  rights  of  America:  which  gave  us  a  very  Disagreable  Sensation 
of  mind  not  Being  able  to  Speake  of  the  Town  in  which  we  Lived  Init  our  thoughts  ware 
nccessarrily  Turned  upon  that  ignominious  Enemy  of  man  kind  and  in  a  measure  fill'd 
with  Shame  to  tell  where  We  Live  when  Requested 

Therefore  we  your  Humble  petitioners  did  on  the  17'^  of  Janury  Last  at  a  Town  meet- 
ing notified  for  tlie  purpose  of  taking  the  minds  of  the  inhabitents  of  our  Town :  passed 
the  Following  votes  (viz)  voted  unaneniously  to  petition  The  general  assembly  of  this 
Colony  to  take  off  and  Cancil  that  obnoxtious  name  Hutchinson  21y  voted  unaueniouly 
that  it  would  give  Content  to  the  in  inhabetents  of  this  Town  to  be  incorporated  by  that 
Euer  memorable  friend  to  the  rights  &  Liberties  of  America  namely,  Wilks  — 

We  your  Humble  petitioners  wishing  Success  to  the  American  Cause  Expecting  our 
petition  to  be  Granted  which  we  in  Duty  are  Bound  Shall  Ever  pray  — 

Hutchinson  5lli  Febuary  1776:  John  Mason  ]  Coniniittey 

Nathan  Spauhawk  {in  behalf 
Peter  Fessenden     j  of  the 
Andrew  Pakkeu      J  town." — Mass.  Ftles: Bills,  MIQ 

No  further  proceedings  upon  the  petition  during  the  year  1775-76  have  been  discovered 
and  it  probablv  went  over  to  the  succeeding  Assembly  under  the  order  of  May  10,  1776  re- 
ferring all  unfinished  business  "  to  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court." 

On  the  5th  of  June,  a  resolve  was  passed  in  the  House  "  that  the  member  from  the  town 
of  Hutchinson,  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  changing  the  name  of  the  town  to 
'  Wilkes,'  "  and  on  the  '25th  a  l)ill  changing  the  name  of  this  town  to  "  Barr6,"  was  read 
twice,  and,  on  the  next  day,  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for 
concurrence. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  the  secretary  was  directed  to  lay  the  above  petition  on  the  table, 
and,  the  same  day,  it  was  taken  up  and  a  vote  was  passed  that  Mr.  John  Mason  have  leave 
to  brin?  in  a  bill  forthe  purpose  mentioned  therein  This  bill  was  read  three  times,  in  the 
Housc'^October  21st,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  The  bill  thus 
passed  contained  the  following  preamble:  'Wheke.xs  the  Great  and  General  Court  of 
this  colony,  at  their  session  in  June,  1774,  which  was  held  at  Salem,  did  incorporate  the 
lands  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  aforesaid,  which  was  known  by  the  name  of  the  Rut- 
land District,  into  a  town  bv  the  name  of  Hutchinson  ;  and  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  that 
town  have  petitioned  this  Court  that  the  name  of  said  town  may  be  altered,  and  no  longer 
be  called  Hutchinson;  therefore,"  &c  The  Council  concurred  in  the  vote  of  the  House 
upon  the  bill,  "as  taken  into  a  new  draught."  In  this  new  draui;ht  a  slight  change  was 
made  in  the  title  of  the  act;  but  the  principal  change  was  made  in  the  preanil)le,  which 
was  finallv  altered  to  the  form  which  appears  in  the  act.  The  following  copy  of  the  pre- 
amble as  first  reported  shows  the  amendments  that  were  made  in  it  before  its  adoption  in 
the  Council.  The  words  in  Roman  letters,  in  brackets,  were  interlined;  and  those  in 
Italic  letters,  in  brackets,  are  the  words  that  were  stricken  out. 

"  In  the  vearofour  Lortl  1776 

An  Act  for  discontinuing  the  name  of  a  Town  in  y"'  County  of  Worcester  lately  incor- 
porated by  y'^'  name  of  Hutchinson  and  calling  the  same  Barrc. 

Whereas  the  lidial)itants  of  the  town  of  Hutchinson  have  by  their  Petition  represented 
to  this  Court,  that  in  June  1774,  when  y?  said  Town  was  incorporated,  General  Gage  the 
then  Governour  gave  it  the  name  of  Hutchinson,  in  honour  to,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of,  Thomas  Hutchinson  his  immediate  Predecessor  in  the  chair  of  Government, 
whom  they  justly  stile  the  well-known  enemy  of  the  natural  and  stipulated  Rights  of 
America;  and  that  at  a  Town-meeting  notiiied  for  that  Purpose,  they  voted  unanimously 
to  petition  [and  accordingly  have  petitioned]  the  General  Court,  that  the  name  of  the  said 
town  mi?ht  be  altered,  and  that  it  might  no  longer  l)ear  the  [disgraceful]  [obnoxious] 
name  of  Hutchinson.  And  Whereas  there  is  a  moral  fitness  that  Traitors  and  Paricidcs, 
especially  such  as  have  [remarkably]  distinguished  themselves  [in  that  odious  character] 
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and  have  loni?  laboured  [for]  to  deprive  their  native  Country  of  [their]  its  most  valuable 
Rights  and  Privileges,  and  to  [pull  down  and]  destroy  [every  constitutional  Guard 
against  the  Evils  of]  [all  its  Fences  against]  an  all-inslaving  despotism,  slioiild  be  held  up 
to  public  view  in  their  true  characters  to  be  execrated  by  mankind ;  and  [that  there  should 
remain]  [should  have]  no  other  memorials  of  them,  than  such  as  will  transmit  their 
names  with  infamy  to  Posterity.  And  Whereas  the  said  Thomas  Hutchinson,  contrary 
to  every  ol)ligationof  duty  and  Gratitude  to  this  native  Country,  wliich  raised  him  [from 
private  life  to  the  highest  and  most  lucrative  offices  in  the  Government,]  [frntn  insignifi- 
cance and  to  importance  from  non-importance],  has  acted  towards  her  the  i)art  of  a  traitor 
and  parricide,  as  above  described,  which  has  been  clearly  manifested  to  the  world  hy  his 
letters  lately  published;  and  by  [his  having  thus  acted]  [many  of  which]  it  has  l')L'eome 
fit  and  just,  that  every  honourable  memorial  of  him  should  je  obliterated  and  cease, 
Therefore 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  [in  General  Court  assembled]  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.,  That  the  land 
lying  in  the  County  of  Worcester  formerly  called  Rutland  District  and  in  June  1774  in- 
corporated into  a  Town  by  the  name  of  Hutchinson  shall  no  longer  bear  that  name,  but 
henceforth  shall  he  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Barre,  the  aforesaid  incorporating 
Act  notwithstanding.  And  all  officers  in  the  said  Town  shall  [shall]  hold  aud  exercise 
their  offices  respectively  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  not  the  name 
of  the  said  Town  been  altered." —  Ibid. 

The  bill,  thus  amended,  was  brought  down  to  the  House  by  Walter  Spooner,  of  the 
Council,  on  the  second  of  November.  On  the  5th,  the  Plouse  voted  a  concurrence  with 
the  Council,  who,  on  the  same  day,  after  two  readings,  passed  it  to  l)e  engrossed  "  in  con- 
currence," and  on  the  7th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches,  and  signed  by 
thirteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap  19.  This  act  originated  in  the  Council,  and  was  brought  down  to  the  House, 
October  22d.  It  was  read  in  the  House,  a  first  time,  October  29;  a  second  time,  October 
30;  a  third  time,  and  jtassed  to  be  engrossed,  November  1st.  On  the  2d,  it  was  passed  to 
I)e  enacted,  by  both  branches,  and  was  signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council. 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives — Nov  21^.'  1776. 

*  Whereas  by  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Court,  the  Town  of  Dedham  was  made  the  Shire 
Town  for  the  County  of  SuflFolk,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Registers  Office  for  that 
County  with  the  Books  and  Papers  thereto  belonging,  were  removed  to  the  said  Shire 
Town,  by  which  removal  Two  Volumes  of  Records  were  lost,  and  several  others  much 
defaced — And  whereas  the  removal  of  the  said  Books  of  Records  to  the  Town  of  Boston, 
where  by  the  repeal  of  the  said  Act,  the  said  Office  and  Records  ought  now  to  be  kept, 
wou'd  be  attended  with  much  risque  and  danger  in  this  unsettled  state  of  our  Public 
Affairs. 

Therefore  Resolved — ^That  the  Register  of  Deeds  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  for  the 
Time  being  be  and  lie  hereby  is  directed  and  impowerd  to  keep  said  Office  together  with 
the  Records  and  Papers  thereto  belonging  in  the  Town  of  Dedham  within  the  said  County 
of  Suffolk,  until  the  further  Order  of  the  General  Court,  any  Law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding—    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Wakren  Spk' 

In  Council  Nov.'  21.'  1776    Read  &  Concurr'd  John  Avery  Dp>'  Sec>' 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives, vol. '2\\, p. \Q\. 

The  volumes  lost,  as  above  stated,  are  books  112  and  114,  and  have  not  been  recovered. 

Chap.  20.  "Sept.  5,  1776.  Petition  of  Abigail  Curtiss  of  Arundell,  setting  forth, 
That  her  Husband  by  his  last  Will,  &  Testament  duly  proved,  &  allowed,  gave  the  larger 
part  of  his  Estate  Real,  &  Personal  to  his  two  Sons  Jacob,  &  John  —  That  the  said  John 
has  been  from  his  Infiincy  Deaf,  &  Dumb,  and  cannot  Read,  or  Write,  —  That  she  applied 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County  of  York  to  appoint  a  Guardian  to  the  said  John, 
but  the  said  Judge  altho'  he  was  fully  convinced  of  expediency  thereof  diil  not  Imagine 
that  he  was  by  Law  impower'd  to  make  such  an  appointment,  inasmuch  as  the  said  John 
could  not  l)e  called  with  propriety  an  Ideot,  non  compos  mentis,  or  distracted  person,  —  and 
l)raying,  that  the  Judge  of  Proli;ite  for  the  County  of  York  to  appoint  some  suitable  Per- 
son", or  Persons  as  Guardian  to  the  said  John  shall  still  Judge  it  most  for  the  said  John's 
Interest  to  make  such  anra])poiniment. 

In  Council.  Read,  &  Order'd,  That  the  Petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Gen!. Bill  to 
empower  the  Judge  to  appoint  a  Guardian  for  the  purposes  of  the  Petition 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read,  &  Concurred."  —  Council  Records,  vol. 
XXXV, p.  203. 

On  the  16th,  a  bill,  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  above  order,  was  passed  bv  the 
Council,  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  sent  down  to  the  House,  for  concurrence.  The  bill  not 
having  been  passed  by  the  House,  was,  on  the  11th  of  October,  sent  up  to  the  Council, 
at  the  request  of  that  Board,  and,  on  the  25th,  it  was  again  sent  d*wn  to  the  House,  with 
memoranda  thereon  that  it  had  been  read  a  first  time,  in  Council,  on  the  22d,  and  a  second 
time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  25th.  On  the  30th, It  was  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
by  the  House,  with  an  amendment  by  which  the  words,  "  or  even  to  take  any  proper  care 
of  such  estates  as  consist  in  writings  of  any  sort,"  were  stricken  out,  after  the  word 
'•instrument,"  in  the  preamble.  In  this  amended  form,  the  Council  passed  it,  in  concur- 
rence, to  be  engrossed,  on  the  same  day,  and,  on  the  5th  of  November,  it  was  passed  to 
be  enacted,  by  *he  House,  and  on  the  7th,  by  the  Council,  in  concurrence,  and  signed  by 
fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  21 .    The  following  resolve  f  was  passed  1)y  the  Council,  and  consented  to  by  fifteen 
*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LIX.  f   ffiUI.,  August  session,  chap.  LXII. 
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members,  on  the  twelfth  of  September,  which  date  does  not  appear  in  the  records  from 
which  it  is  here  taken  :  — 

"  Sept.  10,  177(5.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Whereas  it  has  been  represented 
to  the  General  Court  of  this  State  by  the  honorable  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connect- 
icut, that  it  is  of  the  utmost  Importance  to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  have  a  larpje 
Body  of  Troops  station'd  above  the  Island  of  New  York  to  prevent  the  British  Army's 
cutting  off  the  communication  between  the  American  Army  at  the  City,  and  Island  of 
New  York,  and  the  Country.  And  whereas  the  lionoral)lc  Congress,  in  consequence  of 
an  application  made  to  them  by  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  in  the  present  criti- 
cal State  of  our  Affairs,  have  since  called  upon  this  Government  in  the  most  pressing 
Terms  immediately  to  send  all  the  Aid  in  our  Power,  to  the  Army  at  New  York:  This 
Court  being  sensible  that  the  Safet}'',  Freedom  and  future  Happiness  of  America,  depends 
upon,  and  pressingly  demand  a  vigorous,  and  manly  Management  of  this  Campaign ;  and 
well  considering  that  while  all  that  is  dear  to  this  People  is  at  Stake,  they  should  he 
chargeable  with  great  Remissness,  if  they  did  not  exercise  the  Powers  with  which  they 
are  vested  by  this  State  for  its  Salvation,  at  this  critical  INIoment,  by  sending  such  Rein- 
forcement to  the  Army  ut  New  York  as  the  Exigency  of  the  case  reqnii-es  :  And  whereas 
the  Militia  of  this  State  within  the  Counties  of  York,  Cumberland,  &  Lincoln,  are  too 
remote  to  march  to  the  timely  Aid  of  the  Army.  And  Whereas  the  Situation  of  the 
Counties  of  Nantucket,  and  Dukes  County  the  Towns  of  Boston,  Dartmouth,  Plymouth, 
Salem,  Marblehead,  Glocester,  Manchester,  Beverly,  and  Newbury  Port,  render  it  unfit 
for  any  Part  of  the  Militia  to  he  draughted  from  them  at  present : 

It  is  Resolved,  That  one  fifth  part  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  not  now  in  Actual  Service 
by  Sea,  or  Land,  excepting  those  of  the  Towns  and  Counties  abovenamed,  be  Order'd  by 
the  Major  part  of  the  Council  to  march  immediately  under  the  Command  of  such  General 
Officer  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  General  Court,  and  Commissioned  by  the  Council  to 
Command  them,  to  icmain,  and  continue  in  the  Service  within  the  four  New  England 
Governments,  the  State  of  New  York,  or  the  Jerseys,  imtil  they  are  recalled  l)y  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  this  State,  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  the  major  part  of  the  Council, 
under  such  Regulations  and  upon  such  Establishment  as  is  herein  after  provided. 

And  that  the  Fifth  Part  of  said  Militia  may  March  without  delay,  It  is  Resolved,  That 
the  Major  part  of  the  Council  make  out  their  Order  in  Writing  to  Major  General  Warren, 
commanding  him  that  he  immediately  Order  the  Brigadier  of  the  several  Counties  of  Suf- 
folk, Essex  Middlesex,  Worcester,  Hampshire,  Plymouth,  Barnstal>le,  Bristol  and  Berk- 
shire, to  cause  the  Militia  as  well  of  the  Alarm  List  as  Training  Band  of  their  respective 
Brigades,  to  be  muster'd  without  Delay,  excepting  those  in  the  Towns  above  excepted; 
and  that  they  cause  to  be  draughted  therefrom,  when  so  muster'd,  every  Fifth  able  bodied 
Man  of  the  Non-Commissioned  Officers,  and  Private  Soldiers,  under  Fifty  years  of  age, 
except  the  Officers  and  Students  of  Harvard  College,  Grammar  School-Masters,  and  Per- 
sons necessarily  employed  in  the  Manufacture  of  Gunpowder,  not  exceeding  four  to  each 
Powder  Mill,  and  armed  with  a  good  Firelock,  Bullet  Pouch  and  Powder  Horn,  or 
Cartridge  Box,  a  Bayonet,  Cutlass,  or  Hatchet,  and  twenty  Bullets  fitted  to  their  Gun, 
with  a  Knapsack,  and  Blanket,  to  march  to  the  Reinforcement  of  the  Aiiny  as  aforesaid  : 
and  that  they  form  those  so  draughted  into  Companies  of  Sixty  four  Men  each,  including 
Non-Commissioned  Officers,  or  as  nigh  thereto  as  they  conveniently  can;  and  that  the 
said  Brigadiers,  from  the  Officers  of  their  respective  Brigades,  order  one  Captain,  and  two 
I>ieutenants  to  take  the  Command  of  each  of  said  Companies;  and  that  said  Brigadiers 
shall  form  such  Companies  as  are  rais'd  and  draughted  from  their  respective  Brigades, 
not  amounting  to  Sixteen,  into  one  Regiment ;  and  where  they  do  amount  to  that  number 
of  Companies, or  upwards,into  two;  and  to  each  Regiment  so  formed,  assign,  or  order 
from  the  Field  Officers  of  such  Brigade,  one  Colonel,  one  Lieu'.. Colonel,  &  one  Major  to 
command  the  same,  and  the  Officers  of  said  Detachment  of  the  Militia  draughted  as 
aforesaid  shall  have  while  in  said  Service  the  same  relative  Rank  with  each  other  as  they 
now  have. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  if  any  Person  of  the  Alarm  List,  or  train  Band,  non 
Commissioned  OflScer,  or  Soldier  shall  after  being  duly  warned  thereto  neglect  to  appear 
upon  such  Muster  designed  for  draughting  as  aforesaid,  he- shall  forfeit,  and  pay  the  Sum 
of  Ten  pounds  One  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  this  State,  and  the  other  half  to  the  Person 
who  shall  sue  for  the  same  by  action  of  Debt  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same;  and 
if  any  person  so  draughted  shall  rei"use  to  march  upon  lieing  ordered  thereto  not  having  a 
sufficient  excuse  therefor,  and  shall  not  procure  some  alile  bodied,  and  effective  Man  to  go 
in  his  Stead,  or  shall  alisent,  or  conceal  himself  so  that  his  Officer  cannot  find  him  to  give 
him  marching  Orders  he  shall  for  either  of  the  snid  Offences  pay  a  Fine  not  exceeding 
Ten  pounds,  or  be  committed  to  Prison  not  exceeding  Two  mouths  upon  his  being  con- 
victed thereof  on  Indictment,  or  presentment  therefor  by  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  County 
where  the  Offence  shall  be  committed  Ijeforeany  Court  proper  to  try  the  same  whose  Duty 
it  shall  be  to  make  a  Presentment  thereof— 

And  it  is  likewise  Resolved,  that  the  said  Detachment  of  the  Militia  shall  while  out  of 
this  Government  be  under  the,General  Command  of  the  Conmiander  in  chief  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  and  shall  be  under  the  Laws,  &  Kegulations  provided  by  the  Congress  for 
said  Armv.  — 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  the  pay,  8c  allowance  of  Provision  for  said  Detach 
ment  shall  be  every  way  the  same  as  that  allow'd  the  Continental  Army. 

And  it  is  likewise  Resolved,  that  the  Selectmen  of  each  Town  from  whence  any  part  of 
such  Detachment  shall  be  draughted,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  'directed,  &  impowered  to 
procure  as  many  Teams,  or  other  Conveyances  within  their  respective  Towns,  as  shall  be 
sufficient  to  carry  the  Ikiggage  of  the  said  fifth  part  of  the  Militia  to  Fairfield  in  Connect- 
icut in  the  most  expeditious  Manner.    And  the  said  Selectmen  are  also  directed  to  fur- 
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nish  said  Men  with  Kittles,  and  Canteens :  and  also  to  pay  each  Man  One  penny  for  each    . 
Mile  from  the  Place  they  march  from,  to  the  Place  of  their  Destination,  to  support  them- 
selves, and  to  render  an  Account  of  those  Expenditures  to  the  General  Court  for  allow- 
ance, and  PayniCnt. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  the  Brigadier  of  each  County  shall  appoint  one  Chaplain, 
one  Surgeon,  and  ]\Iate,  one  Adjutant,  and  one  Quarter  Master  to  each  Regiment  that 
shall  he  so  draughted  from  his  Brigade;  and  the  General  Officer  appointed  to  Command 
the  Detachment  shall  appoint  a  Brigade-Major  to  each  Brigade. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  each  Brigadier  General,  as  soon  as  the  Men  are  drafted, 
and  formed  into  Companies,  be,  and  hereby  is  directed  to  order  them  to  march  to  Horse- 
neck;  subject  hovvever.«to  such  further  Orders  as  they  may  receive  from  tiio  General 
Court  of  tliis  State,  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  the  major  part  of  the  Council,  or  the 
Orders  of  the  General,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Continental  Army. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  in  the  Absence  of  any  Brigadier  of  any  County,  the 
next  Officer  in  Command  in  said  Brigade,  shall  be  held  to  do  the  Duty  assigned  to  the 
Brigadier,  and  shall  l)e  obeyed  accordingly. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  of  this  State  be,  and  hereby  is 
directed  to  .'■end  forward  immediately  to  New-IIaven,  such  Quantities  of  Ammunition  as 
this  Court  shall  order.  In  Council.  Read,  &  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  the  major 
part  of  the  Council." — Council  Records,  vol.  XXXV., p  221. 

The  following  is  the  resolve  of  tlie  Continental  Congress,  above  referred  to : — 

"Resolved,    *  *  *    That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conven- 

tions of  the  several  states  to  the  northward  of  Virginia,  immediately  to  send  all  the  aid  in 
their  power  to  the  army  at  New- York: 

That  one  of  the  continental  I>attalions  in  Rhode-Island  be  ordered  immediately  to 
march,  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New-York: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assembly  of  Massachusets-Bay,  to  send  to  Rhode- 
Island  a  battalion  of  their  militia,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  continental  battalion  ordered 
from  thence." — Journals  of  Congress:  Sept.  3,  1776. 

"  Sept.  11,  1776.  In  Council.  *Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  did  by  their 
Resolve  of  the  r2».';t  Inst',  order,  &  direct  that  one  fifth  part  of  the  militia  both  of  the  Alarm, 
&  Train  Band  List  not  now  in  Actual  Service  be  drafted  from  the  said  Militia  of  the 
Counties  of  Suffolk,  Essex,  Middlesex,  Hampshire,  Plymouth,  Bristol,  Barnstable,  Wor- 
cester &  Berkshire,  some  Towns  only  excepted  to  iSIaich  to  the  aid  of  the  Army  at  New 
York  in  manner  as  is  by  said  Resolves  directed.  And  Whereas  the  Hon':'."  the  American 
Congress  have  requested  the  Assembly  of  this  State  to  send  One  Battalion  of  the  Militia 
thereof  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  supply  the  place  of  a  Battalion  in  the  Service  of 
the  united  States  ordered  from  thence  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  New  York  — 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  that  the  Men  drafted  from  the  Brigades  in  the  Counties  of 
Plymouth,  &  Barnstable  in  consequence  of  the  aforesaid  Resolves  be,  and  hereby. arc 
Ordered,  instead  of  marching  to  the  aid  of  the  Army  at  New  York,  to  march  to  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Continental  Battalion,  aforesaid  and  the  major 
part  of  the  Council  of  this  State  be,  and  hereby  are  desired  to  make  out  their  Orders  in 
writing  to  Major  General  Wai-ren  —  commanding  him  immediately  to  Order  the  Brigadiers 
of  the  said  Counties  of  Plymouth,  &  Banistableas  soon  as  their  men  are  drafted  agree- 
able to  the  Resolves  aforesaid  to  form  them  into  Companies  of  sixty  four  men  each  in- 
cluding Non-Commissioned  Officers,  and  to  officer  them  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  afore- 
said, and  the  whole  to  form  into  One  Regiment,  &  to  be  Offlcer'd  agreeable  to  said 
Resolves,  and  to  order  them  to  march  to  Pdiode  Island  for  the  purpose  aforementioned 
the  Resolves  aforesaid  notwithstamling  —  This  Reg'.,  to  continue  in  the  service  until  they 
are  recalled  by  the  Gen'..  Court  of  this  State,  the  Major  part  of  the  Council,  or  the  House 
of  Representatives.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read,  &  Concurred.  Consented 
to  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXV.,  p.  226. 

oil  the  IGtii,  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Sergeant,  Wood,  Hawley, 
Murray  and  Dix,  was  appointed  "  to  consider  some  difficulties  that  attend  raising  the 
militia  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New  York,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  l)e  done  to  remove 
the  same."  This  committee  reported,  the  next  day,  and,  though  their  report  has  not  been 
discovered,  the  following  resolve  appears  to  have  been  passed  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  committee :  — 

"  Sept.  17,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  tWhereas  doubts  may  arise  in  the 
minds  of  some  of  the  good  People  of  this  State,  who  are  willing  to  go  out  at  this  im- 
portant juncture  against  our  unnatural  Enemies  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  this  Court 
l)asscd  the  12'!'.*  instant,  about  what  time  they  shall  be  held  in  that  Service.— 

Therefore  for  removing  any  difficulties  of  that  nature  — 

It  is  Resolved,  that  all  those  persons,  who  shall  march  out  on  this  exigence,  shall  be 
recalled  within  the  space  of  two  months  from  this  date  at  the  farthest,  and  as  much  soonc 
as  the  Service  may  admit  of — 

And  whereas  some  persons  may,  pursuant  to  the  said  Resolve  of  the  12'.';*  instant  be 
dratted  for  the  purposes  therein  specified  whose  business,  or  other  avocations  may  render 
it  inconvenient  for  them  to  attend  that  duty  personally,  and  may  voluntarily  chuse  rather 
to  p  ly  down  their  fines;  and  sotne  persons  that  have  Ijeen  already  drafted  may  have  paid 
the  Fine  by  reason  of  their  not  knowing  what  Time  they  should  be  held  in  service  — 

It  is  further  Resolved,  that  the  commanding  Officer  of  each  Company  i)e,  and  hereby  is 
impowered  tO/reeeive  the  fines  of  all  such  persons  who  will  voluntarily  pay  the  same,  and 
to  dispose  thereof  in  the  best  manner  he  can  for  the  purpose  of  raising  other  men  for  that 
Service  —  And  such  persons  as  have  already  paid  their  fines  by  reason  of  their  not  know 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  August  session,  chapter  LXXV.        t  Sic :  10th.        J  Ibid.,  chapter  Cin. 
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ins  liow  lengthy*  should  be  held  in  the  Service  shall  have  the  said  Fine  paid  back  to  them 
by  the  Oflflcer  that  receiv'd  it,  in  case  they  incline  to  receive  it  back  and  to  proceed  upon 
the  Service,  or  do  procure  some  ablebodied  effective  persons  to  proceed  in  their  room  — 

And  in  Order,  that  there  may  he  no  deficiency  in  the  number  of  men  for  the  above  Ser- 
vice.—  It  is  further  resolved,  that  the  commandin<T  OfHcer  of  each  respective  company  of 
the  militia  in  any  town,  or  in  case  the  militia  is  not  duly  organized  in  any  town  then  the 
respective  committees  of  Safety  &c.  of  such  Towns,  or  the  Selectmen,  where  there  arc  no 
such  Committees,  are  hereby  impower'd  and  directed  to  muster  the  militia  when,  and  so 
often  as  they  may  respectively  find  it  necessary  in  order  for  the  obtaining  the  Quota 
designed,  and  that  all  persons  for  non  attendance,  or  for  not  marching  when  dratted  shall 
be  subject  to  the  like  penalties  as  are  specified  in  the  sqid  Resolve  of  "the  r2'.''.t  instant,  to 
be  applied  as  aforesaid  and  that  each  man  on  his  March  shall  be  intitled  to  receive  for  his 
support  a  further  sum  of  one  penny  ^  mile  from  the  place  he  marches  from  to  the  place 
of  his  destination  — And  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  are  in  like  manner  as  m  ihe 
former  Resolve  to  pay  the  same,  and  lay  their  Accounts  before  this  Court  for  allowance, 
and  payment.  In  Council.  Road,  &  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  the  Major  part  of  the 
Council,"  —  Ibid.,p.  274. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  John  Hancock,  president  of  the  Continental  Congress,  wrote,  from 
Philadelphia,to  the  Assembly,  by  direction  of  Congress,  enclosing  certaiii  resolves  of  that 
body  relative  to  encouraging  enlistments.  These  resolves,  together  Avith  the  letter  accom 
panying  them,  are  given  below  :  — 

"  Gentlemen,  The  enclosed  Resolves,  which  I  transmit  in  Obedience  to  the  Com- 
mands of  Congress,  will  inform  you  of  the  ample  Provision  they  have  made  for  the  Sup- 
port of  both  Officer  and  Soldier,  who  shall  enter  into  the Serviceduring the  War.  'ihe  Pay 
of  the  former  is  considerably  encreased,  and  the  latter  is  to  receive  annually  a  complcat 
Suit  of  Cloaths,  or  in  Lieu  thereof,  the  Sum  of  twenty  Dollars,  should  he  provide  iho  Suit 
for  himself.  This  additional  Encouragement,  besides  the  twenty  Dollars  Bounty,  &  one 
Hundred  Acres  of  Land  formerly  granted,  the  Congress  expect  will  be  the  Means  of 
engaging  the  Troops  to  serve  during  the  War.  For  this  Purpose  also  I  am  to  lequest,  you 
will  appoint  a  Committee  or  Committees,  to  repair  immediately  to  the  Army,  to  induce 
such  of  the  Troops  as  have  been  raised  by  your  State,  to  enlist  during  the  War,  and  to 
appoint  officers  for  the  same. 

The  Congress,  for  very  obvious  Reasons,  are  extremely  anxious  to  keep  the  Army 
together.  The  dangerous  Consequences  of  their  breaking  up,  and  the  Difficulty  of  form- 
ing a  new  one,  are  inconceiveable.  Were  this  Barrier  once  removed,  military  Power  would 
quickly  spread  Desolation  and  Ruin  over  the  Face  of  our  Country.  The  Iiiiportance,  and 
indeed  the  absolute  Necessity,  of  filling  up  the  Army,  of  providing  for  the  Troops,  and 
engaging  them  to  serve  during  the  "War,  is  so  apparent,  and  has  been  so  frequently  urged, 
that  I  shall  only  request  your  Attention  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress  on  this  Subject;  and 
beseech  you,  by  that  Love  you  have  for  your  Country,  her  Rights  and  Liberties,  to  exert 
yourselves  to  carry  them  speedily  and  effectually  into  Execution,  as  the  only  Means  of 
preserving  her  in  this  her  critical  and  alarming  Situation. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 

Honble  Assembly  of )  your  most  obed'.  &  very  hble  Serv. 

Massachussetts  Bay  j  John  Hancock  Presid'.  "  —  Mass.  Ar- 

chives, vol.  195,  p.  295. 

"  In  Congress  October  2'*.  1776— 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  make  Legal  Provision  to 
compel  the  furnishing  of  necessary  Supplies  &  Assistance  to  the  Quarter  Master  General 
of  the  Continental  Army  on  reasonable  Terms  for  the  Public  use. —         *        *        *        * 

October  7*  —  Resolved,  That  as  a  farther  Encouragement  for  Gentlemen  of  Abihties 
to  engage  as  Commission  Officers  in  the  Battalions  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  States  to 
serve  dureing  the  war,  their  monthly  pay  be  increased  as  follows — 

"a  Colonel      75.  dollars  Lieutenants ....    27. 

Lieut.  CoU'^    60.  Ensign 20. 

Major    .    .    50.  Quarter  Master     .    .    27.^ 

Captain .    .    40.  Adjutant      ....    40 — 

In  Congress  October  8'.''  V,  76. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  most  Speedy  and  effectual  Measures  be  taken  for  rais- 
ing the  new  Army — Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
and  Councils  of  Safety  of  the  several  States, — which  have  any  Regiments  now  in  the  Con- 
tinental Service,  either  at  New  York,  Ticonderoga,  or  New  Jersey,  that  they  forthwith 
appoint  Committees  to  proceed  to  those  places  with  fall  Powers  to  appoint  all  the  Officers 
of  the  Ptegiments  to  be  raised  by  their  States  under  the  new  Establishment,  that  such 
Offi,.-ers  may  proceed  immediately  to  enlist  such  Men  as  are  now  in  the  Service  and  incline 
to  leinlist  during  the  war;  and  that  such  Committees  be  instructed  to  advise  with  the 
General  Officers,  and  promote  such  Officers  as  have  distinguished  themselves  for  their 
Alii  ifios.  Activity,  &  Vigilence  in  the  Service,  and  especially  for  their  Attention  to  military 
discipline.— 

That  the  said  Committees  be  also  instructed  not  to  appoint  any  Officer  who  has  left  or 
'  shall  leave  his  Station  in  the  Army,  and  is  absent  without  leave  from  the  General  or  some 

other  Officers  haveing  Authority  to  grant  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  further  Encouragement  of  the  Non  Commission-Officers  and 
Soldiers  who  shall  engage  in  the  Service  during  the  war,  a  suit  of  Cloaths  be  annually 
given  each  of  the  said  Officers  and  Soldiers,  to  consist  for  the  present    year  of  two  linen 

*  Sic:  long  they.  ^Sic:  10th. 
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hunting  Shirts,  two  pair  of  overalls,  a  leathern  or  woolen  waistcoat  with  sleaves,  one  pair 
Breeches,  a  hatt  or  leathern  cap,  two  Shirts,  two  pair  hose,  and  two  pair  Shoes,  amounts  in 
the  whole  to  the  value  of  twenty  dollars,  or  that  sum  to  be  paid  to  each  Soldier  who  shall 
procure  those  Articles  for  himself  and  produce  a  Certificate  thereof,  from  the  Captain  of 
the  Company  to  which  he  belongs,  to  the  paymaster  of  the  Regiment— Resolved,  That  it  be 
rcconunended  to  the  Assemblies  &  Conventions  of  the  respective  States  from  Virginia  to 
New  Hampshire — inclusively  to  take  the  most  effectual  Measures  for  Completing  by  the 
tenth  of  November  their  proportions  of  the  levies  to  be  Raised  during  the    war, — 

As  the  Army  has  greatly  Suffered — through  the  defect  of  some  of  its^Rcgi mental  OfHcers. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assemblies  &  Conventions  of  the  respective 
States  to  use  their  urmost  endeavours  that  all  the  Officers  to  be  hereafter  appointed  be 
Men  of  Honor  and  Known  abilities  without  a  particular  regard  to  their  having  before  been 
in  Service  —  By  order  of  Congress 

John  Hancock  Presid'."  — Ibid., 
vol.  210,  p.  306. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  Henry  Gardner  brought  the  foregoing  letter  and  resolves  down 
from  the  Council,  whereupon  they  were  read,  in  the  House,  and  referred  to  a  joint  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  the  Speaker  and  Messrs.  Hawley,  Partridge,  Orne  and  Palmer,  of  the 
House,  and  Messrs.  Spooner,  Sever,  Thomas  dishing  and  Whetcomb,  of  the  Council. 

The  following  report  of  this  committee  was  made  in  Council,  October  19th,  sent  down 
to  the  House,  and  returned  with  a  vote  of  acceptance.  The  Council  concurred,  and  the 
resolves  were  thereupon  passed,  and  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council :  — 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  to  whom  were  Committed  the  Letter  and  Resolves 
lately  received  from  the  Congress  have  attended  that  Service  and  beg  leave  to  report  that 
the  receipt  of  the  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Congress  of  the  9"'  Instant  Inclosing  the 
Resolves  of  Congress  of  the  2J  and  8"^  of  October  renders  it  necessary  to  reconsider  the 
resolves  which  passed  the  Two  Houses  on  the  17"'  Instant*  relative  to  raising  the  propor- 
tion of  the  men  assigned  this  State  by  the  Iion'^''=  Congress  for  forming  a  new  Army  — 
Your  Committee  therefore  report  as  their  Opinion  that  the  said  Resolves  should  Ije  recon- 
sidered by  the  Two  Houses  &  humbly  propose  the  Resolve  accompanying  this  report 
should  be  substituted  la  the  room  of  them.  Your  Committee  beg  leave  further  to  report 
that  in  their  Opinion  it  will  l^e  expedient  to  Impower  them  to  write  to  Congress  upon  the 
Sul)ject  of  raising  the  army  and  to  make  such  representations  and  proposals  to  them  as 
they  may  think  may  tend  to  Eti'ect  this  Valuable  purpose  with  despatch.  And  your  Com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  sitt  again  W  Sevkr  <^  ord^"  —  Ibid  ,  p.  3S0. 

The  following  are  the  resolvesf  which  accompanied  the  foregoing  report:  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Ocf.  19'1»  1776.  Whereas  tlie  Importance  of  raising 
the  proportion  of  men  Assign'd  this  State  by  the  hon"^.'®  Congress  with  the  greatest  dis- 
patch is  such  as  demands  our  immediate  attention,  and'requires  our  utmost  Exertions  — 
Therefore  it  is 

Resolved  That  Timothy  Danielson  Esqr  George  Partridge  Esq''  Col"  Josiah  Sartwell 
Jonathan  Gardner  Jun''  Esq";  and  CapJ  Seth  Washburn  be  a  Committee  to  repair  without 
delay  to  the  Camp  at,  or  near  New  York,  and  there  after  gaining  the  best  intelligence 
they  can  get,  and  after  advising  with  his  Excellency  Genl Washington,  or  the  Commander 
in  chief  in  that  department  respecting  the  Characters  of  the  Officers  belonging  to  this 
State  now  in  the  Army  proceed  to  appoint  from  the  OfHcers  now  in  the  Army,  or  others 
the  Field,  &  Staff  Officers  for  seven  battalions,  and  also  the  Captains,  &  Subalterns  for 
the  Companies  of  seven  battalions  on  the  Conditions  hereafter  mentioned,  and  to  give  the 
said  Captains,  &  Subalterns  beating  Orders,  and  Inlistments  for  raising  their  re-c>pective 
Companies  from  men  belonging  to  this  State  upon  the  Terms  and  for  the  time  proposed 
by  the  Honi^'?  Congress  by  tlieir  resolves  of  the  16,  18,  &  19'.''  September  last  each  of  s"? 
Captains  &  subalterns  who  shall  Inlistmen  as  afores'.'  &  shall  return  the  original  Inlist- 
ments to  the  Committees  api)ointed  by  this  State,  &  shall  not  be  Commissioned  shall  be 
Intitled  to  &  receive  from  this  State  six  shillings  for  each  man  he  shall  so  Inlist,  &  that 
shall  pass  muster  —  and  each  Corpse  of  OfHcers  for  a  Company  consisting  of  One  Captain, 
One  first  Lieutenant,  One  second  Lieutenant,  and  One  Ensign  raising  a  company  equal  to 
the  number  establish'd  by  Congress  for  a  Company  on,  or  before  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next  to  be  intitled  to  receive  their  respective  Commissions  agreeable  to  their  Appoint- 
ment by  said  Cora'f"  the  said  Officers  once  every  fortnight,  or  oftener  as  the  said  Ct)m- 
mittee  shall  direct  making  return  of  the  men  so  inlisted  to  said  Committee,  and  lodging 
with  them  the  Original  inlistments,  and  not  to  be  intitled  to  said  Commissions  unless  they 
inlist  a  sufficient  number  of  Men  to  compleat  a  Conijiany  as  aforesaid  —and  also 

Ke^olved  That  Abraham  Watson  Esq''  Col"  Nath"  Leonard  Major  Jacob  Davis,  Caj)' 
Elisha  Cranston  &  M^  William  Page  be  a  Com','""  to  repair  without  delay  to  the  (^amp  at, 
or  near  Ticonderoga,  and  thereafter  gaining  the  best  Intelligence  they  can  get,  and  after 
advising  with  Gen'  Gates,  or  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  that  department  respecting  the 
Characters  of  the  Officers  belonging  to  this  State  now  in  the  Army  there  proceed  to  ap- 
point from  the  Officers  in  said  Army,  or  others,  the  Field,  &  staff  Officers  for  five  battal- 
ions and  also  the  Captains,  &  Subaherns  for  the  Companies  of  five  battalions,  and  to  give 
to  the  Captains,  &  Subalterns  for  e.ich  Company  beating  Orders,  and  Inlistments  for 
raising  their  respective  Companies  from  men  belonging  to  this  State  niion  the  Terms,  and 
for  the  time  proposed  by  the  Hon''>'  Congress  by  their  resolves  of  the  IG,  18,  &  19'''  Sep^ 
last  each  Captain  &  subaltern  who  shall  Inlist  men  as  aforcs'.' &  shall  return  the  original 
Inlistments  to  the  Committees  appointed  by  this  State,  &  shall  not  be  commissioned  shall 
be  Intitled  to  &  receive  from  this  State  six  shillings  for  each  man  he  shall  so  Inlist  &  that 
Bhall  pass  muster,  and  each  corps  of  Officers  fora  Company  consisting  of  One  Captain, 

•  Sic:  September  17th?  f  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XLIII. 


682  Province  Laws.  — 1776-77.  [Notes.] 

[revolutionary    period  —  "  S  TATE . "] 

One  first  Lieutenant  One  second  Lieutenant,  &  one  Ensign  raising  a  Company  equal  to 
the  number  establish'd  by  Congress  for  a  Company  on,  or  Itefore  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next  to  be  intitled  to  receive  their  respective  Commissions  agreeable  to  the  appoint- 
ment made  by  said  Committee  —  The  said  Officers  Once  every  fortnight,  or  oftener  as  the 
said  Committee  shall  direct  making  return  of  the  men  they  shall  so  inlist  to  said  Com- 
mittee, and  lodging  with  them  the  Original  inlistments,and  not  to  be  intitled  to  said  Com- 
missions unless  they  inlist  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  compleat  a  Company  as  afore- 
said—  And  it  is  further 

Resolved  That  the  said  Committees  in  their  respective  departments  be,  and  hereby  are 
impowered  at  the  Expiration  of  the  Term  abovementioned  for  compleating  Inlistments  by 
the  several  Corps  of  Officers  for  that  purpose  appointed  to  deliver  Commissions  to  such  as 
shall  have  compleated  inlistments  for  a  full  Company,  and  in  all  Cases  where  Captains, 
Lieu"?,  &  Ensigns  designed  for  a  Company  have  inlisted  a  number  of  Men  less  than  a 
number  a  Company  is  to  consist  of  the  said  Com^^p  are  hereby  Impowered  to  Form  them 
into  Companies,  and  to  distribute  the  Commissions  to  the  Officers  in  such  manner  as  to 
them  shall  seem  most  conducive  to  the  service  giving  preference  to  such  Corps  of  Officers 
as  shall  have  raised  the  most  men. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  each  of  said  Comittees  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed 
to  transmit  from  time  to  tjfcie  to  Congress,  and  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  the 
Success  attending  their  undertakinss  that  they  give  Account  of  any  Embarrassments,  or 
difficulties  attending  the  Compleating  the  aforesaid  levies,  and  the  reasons  of  sucli  diffi- 
culties, or  embarrassments,  that  Measures  may  be  immediately  taken  to  remove  the  same 
if  any  there  be  — 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Commission  Officers  of  each  Company  who  shall 
receive  Commissions  from  the  Committees  aforesaid  shall  appoint  the  Non-Commission'd 
Officers  in  their  Companies  respectively. 

It  is  also  Resolved  that  each  non  Commissioned  officer  and  private  soldier  who  shall 
Enlist  into  the  Continental  Service  as  aforesaid  shall  be  Intitled  to  and  receive  from  this 
State  one  Blankett  annually  or  Eighteen  Shillings  in  case  he  shall  procure  one  for  himself 
and  produce  a  Certificate  thereof,  from  the  Captain  of  the  Company  to  which  he  belongs, 
to  the  paymaster  of  the  Regiment,  provided  Congress  should  not  make  provision  for  the 
same 

It  is  also  Resolved  that  each  non  Commission  officer  and  private  soldier  who  shall 
Inlist  into  the  Continental  Service  as  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  &  receive  from  the 
Treasury  of  this  btate  Twenty  Shillings  <^  month  to  be  paid  him  or  his  order  every  six 
months  during  his  Continuance  in  the  service,  in  addition  to  the  pay  &  Encouragement 
already  granted  by  Congress  provided  Congress  shall  not  make  any  Addition  to  their 
wages  as  Established  on  or  before  the  19  September  last  and  in  Case  the  Cong[ress*] 
shall  make  an  Increase  of  wages  less  than  Twenty  Shillings  4^ month,  this  State  will 
supply  the  deficiency  and  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  them  as  aforesaid."  —  Ibid,  pp.  S77, 
383. 

In  the  House,  on  the  29th  of  October,  Messrs.  Hawley,  Dorr  and  Nye  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  resolve  for  a  temporary  reinforcement  of  the  army,  and  the  next 
day  another  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Speaker,  and  Messrs.  Sullivan, 
Sergeant,  Murray  and  Orne,  to  consider  what  steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken  for  making 
ready  such  a  reinforcement,  if  it  should  be  reqnked,  and  "to  send  off  such  expresses  to 
the  army  as  they  think  necessary  for  the  public  good." 

On  the  8th  of  November,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  passed,  in  the  House,  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  was  sent  up  for  concurrence,  and  on  the  ninth,  the  Council  conciu-red,  with 
sundry  amendments.  Other  amendments  had  been  made  in  the  original  draught  of  the 
bill,  before  it  went  to  the  Council  chamber ;  one  of  which  was  the  interlineation  of  the 
words  "  Indians,  negroes  and  molattoes  "  among  the  persons  exempted  in  the  first  sec- 
tion. The  amendments  subsequently  proposed  were  nineteen  in  number.  Eight  of  these 
were  adopted  upon  the  report  of  a  committee  of  conference  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hawley, 
Sullivan  and  Goddard,  of  the  House,  and  Spooner,  Gardner  and  Sewall,  of  the  Council. 
Of  the  other  amendments,  eight  were  proposed  by  the  House,  on  the  14th.  These  were 
adopted  upon  the  report  of  another  committee  of  conference,  consisting  of  the  same  per- 
sons, with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Dolton,  who  was  siilistituted  for  Mr.  Goddard,  of  the 
House,  and  Powell  and  Gushing,  who  were  substituted  for  Spooner  and  Gardner,  of  the 
Council. 

The  following  are  the  principal  amendments  adopted : — 
Preamble ;  in  the  fourth  line,  the  word  "njay  "  substituted  for  "  must. " 

{1;  in  the  second  Une,  "  as  is  hereafter  excepted  "  substituted  for  "  that  of  a  set- 
tled minister  of  the  gospel." 
in  the  fourth  and  fifth  lines,  "  or  in  case  of  his  neglect  or  refusal,  from  paying 

ing  the  fine  hereinafter  required :"  inserted, 
in  the  eighth  line,  "  settled  ministers  of  the  gospel,"  inserted,  and  the  last  clause 
beginning  "  and  also  "  &c.,  added. 
§  2 ;  in  the  thirteenth  line,  "  when  "  inserted ;  "  in  the  first  alarm  upon  which  "  struck 

out,  after  "  United  States  "  "  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Array,  added." 
§  3 ;  in  the  second  and  third  lines,  "  immediately  upon  their  receiving  this  act "  sub- 
stituted for  "  on  or  before  the  twentieth  dny  of  November  instant." 
in  the  thirteenth  line,  "on  or  before  that  day  "  struck  out,  after  "  to  be." 
6  4;  the  last  clause,  begiiming  "and  make  return,"  &c.,  added. 
J  6;  in  the  seventh  line,  "place  of  their  destination"  substituted  for  "  State  of  New 
York." 

*  Manuscript  mutilated. 


[Notes]  Province  Laws. —  1776-77.  683 

[revolutionary    period —  "  STATE."] 

after  the  last  clause,  "  Provided  nevertheless  that  if  the  place  or  places  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid  be  any  where  short  of  the  state  of  New  York  the  se- 
lectmen shall  not  pay  the  inarching  parties  milage  for  any  further  space 
than  from  their  abode  to  tlieir  place  of  destination,"  struck  out. 
J 11 ;  in  the  second  line,  "  or  by  writing,  left  at  his  phxce  of  abode  signed,"  inserted, 
in  the  twenty-third  line,  "  providing  a  reinforcement  to  the  American  anay," 
■    substituted  for  "  for  emlmdyinga  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  for 
the  immediate  defence  of  the  United  States." 
5 12;. in  the  second  line,  "over  by  the  persons  who  may  first  receive  the    same," 

inserted. 
5  13 ;  the  last  clause,  beginning  "  and  in  case  any  surplusage,"  &c.,  added. 
$  16 ;  in  the  second  line,  "  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army  "  substituted  for  "  upon 
an  alarm." 
in  the  sixth  line,  "  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,"  inserted. 
§  17 ;  the  whole  paragraph,  added.  ^ 

The  following  correspondence,  and  resolves  of  Congress,  reveal  the  origin  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, hereunder  given,  which  took  place  after  the  passage  of  this  chapter : — 

"  Providence  Nov.  19'i'.  1776 
Gentlemen,  I  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General  Lee,  whicli  I  received 
last  Night.  As  the  Contents  are  very  important  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  paying  the  great- 
est Attention  to  it.  I  have  to  request  your  Honors  to  give  the  necessary  Orders  to  the 
Militia  in  the  Southern  part  of  your  State  to  march  to  our  Assistance,  in  Case  of  an  At- 
tack with  all  possilile  Expidition  ;—  and  for  giving  such  other  Aid  as  shall  be  necessary 

This  Letter  will  be  delivered  you  by  Cap'.  Topham,  One  of  those  brave  Men  who  were 
taken  Prisoners  at  the  Attacli  upon  Qudiec. — 

I  am  with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  Respect. 

Your  Honors  most  Obdt  &  hble  Serv'  Nich»  Cooke 

General  Court     Massachusetts-Bay 

In  Council  Nov.  20'  1776        Head  &  sent  down—  John  Avert  Dpy  Secx 

In  the  house  of  Represents  Nov.  20.  1776  Read  and  Committed  to  Brig''  Palmer 
M"-  Adams  and  Brig''.  Prebble  with  such  as  the  hon^'c  board  shall  join  Sent  up  for  ( 'oii- 
currence  Saml  h  keeman    Speak''  P  T 

In  Council  Nov^.  20.'  1776  Read  &  Concurrd  &  John  Winthrop  &  JohTi  Whetcomb 
Esq''",  are  joined—  John  Aveuy     Dp^'  See." — Ibid.,  vol.  195,  p.  369. 

The  following  is  the  Inclosed  copy  referred  to  above : — 

"  Camp  North  Castle  Novr.  14"'.  1776. 
Dear  Sir,  There  is  no  doubt  of  a  considerable  Force  being  embarked  or  about  to  embark 
in  Staten  Island. —  They  give  out  that  South  Carolina  is  tlie  Place  of  their  Destination,  but 
as  it  is  not  impossible  or  improbable  that  they  may  have  some  Designs  against  llliode 
Is'.and,  either  on  a  pillaging  Scheme,  or  perhaps  with  a  view  of  establishing  Winter  Quar- 
ters for  a  Part  of  then-Troops  as  they  find  themselves  streighthned  at  New  Yorlc. — I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  apprize  your  Honor  of  their  Preparations,  that  you  maybe  upon  your 
Guard  either  by  removing  your  Stock,  fortifying  yourselves,  or  in  Short  by  taking  "such 
Measures  as  your  Wisdom  shall  dictate  for  "the  Welfare  of  America  and  your  particular 
Security.         *  »  *  Chahles  Lee.""- /6ir)!.,;>.  339. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  James  Bowdoin,  president  of  the  Council : — 

"  Camp  at  Philipslnirg  Novr  ye  21"'  1776 
Sir  —  Before  the  unfortunate  afiair  of  Fort  Washington  it  was  my  opinion  that  the  two 
Armies  that  on  the  East  and  that  on  the  West  side  of  N.  Ptiver  must  rest  each  on  it's  own 
l)ottom  —  that  the  idea  of  detaching  and  reinforcing  from  one  side  to  the  other  on  evry 
motion  of  the  Enemy  was  chimerical  —  but  to  harbour  sach  a  thought  in  our  present  cir- 
cumstances is  absolute  insanity  —  in  this  perswasion  shou'd  the  Enemy  alter  the  present 
direction  of  their  operations  and  attempt  to  open  the  passage  of  the  Highlands  or  enter  N. 
England  I  shou'd  never  entertain  a  thought  of  being  succour'd  from  the  Western  Armj'. 
1  know  it  is  impossible  —  We  must  entirely  therefore  depend  upon  ourselves  —  to  Connect- 
icut and  Massachusets  I  shall  look  for  assistance  —  The  time  of  service  of  the  Men  who 
compose  the  little  Corps  under  my  command  is  near  expiring —  the  Enemy's  Ti-oops  are 
well  clad  for  a  Winter  Campaign  — shoud  Tliey  attempt  when  the  Winter  sets  in  to  open 
the  communicati(3n  of  the  Highlands  or  enter  N.  England  I  know  not  what  We  have  to 
oppose  to  'em  —  some  means  must  l)e  devis'd  to  raise  your  regular  Battalions  for  as  to 
your  Militia  They  are  grown  more  detestable  than  ever,  not  from  the  liad  quality  of  the 
Men  for  They  are  certainly  good,  but  from  the  wretched  character  of  the  Officers,  particu- 
larly the  lower  sort — wliowant  evry  attribute  of  Soldiers  and  Citizens  —  They  want 
Spirit  Patience  Constitution  Integrity  and  public  virtue  of  course— if  Your  Men  run  away 
You  may  be  assur'd  that  the  way  "is  led  by  the  Officers  —  there  are  notwithstaiidinu:  — 
some  worthy  subjects  amongst  'em  but  the  Ijad  preponderate  so  enormously  that  little  con- 
fidence can  be  plac'd  in  your  militia  —  I  must  repeat  therefore  that  I  hone  not  only  the 
legislative  Body  but  the  whole  Gentle  nen  of  the  N.  England  Provinces  will  exert  them- 
selves to  forwar'd  the  completion  of  the  Continental  Regiments  —  for  Heaven's  sake.  Sir, 
contrive  to  send  us  some  Blankets — otherwise  We  mtist  dissolve  away  before  the  time 
of  our  natural  Death  —  I  hope  the  carsed  jobb  of  Fort  Washington  will  occ.ision  no  de- 
jection the  place  itself  was  of  no  value —  for  my  own  part  I  am  perswaded  that  if  We  act 
with  only  con:raon  sense  spirit  and  decision  the  day  must  1)6  our  own  —  adieu,  Dr  Sir, 
and  Iielieve  me  to  be  most  respectfully  yours         Charles  Lee."— /6/rf., 

p.S7l. 

"  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  Congress,  that  if  the  soldiers  to  be  raised  by  the  state  of 
Massachusett's-Bay  be  inlisted  on  the  terms  offered  to  them,  which  are  more  advanta- 
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geous  than  what  are  ofFei-ed  to  other  soldiers  serving  in  the  same  army,  it  would  much  re- 
tard if  not  totally  impede  the  inlistment  of  the  latter,  and  produce  discontent  and  mur- 
mur, unless  Congress  should  equally  increase  the  pay  of  these,  which  it  is  the  opinion  of 
Congress,  would  universally  be  reprobated  as  an  immoderate  expence,  and  complained  of 
as  a  grievous  burden  by  those  who  must  bear  it;  and  therefore  that  the  committee  from 
the  state  of  Massachusett's-Bay,  be  desired  not  to  inlist  their  men  on  the  additional  pay 
ofl'ered  l)y  the  Assembly  of  that  state." — Journals  of  Congress  :  Nov.  12,  1776. 

"Nov.  25,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  *  Whereas  the  Resolve  of  this  Court 
of  the  IQ'h  of  October  last  so  f;ir  as  it  relates  to  the  additional  Encouragement  to  the 
non  Comihission'd  Officers,  &  Soldiers  has  been  found  to  be  attended  with  Inconveniencies, 
and  the  mode  of  the  said  Encouragement  has  been  disapproved  by  Congress— 

And  Whereas  the  Plon*!'."  Congress  by  their  Resolve  of  the  12'';  Instant  have  permitted 
an  Inlistment  for  three  years  instead  of  an  Indefinite  Time. — Therefore  it  is — 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Resolves  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  additional  Encouragement 
therein  Engaged  to  be  given  to  such  non  Commissioned  Officers,  &  Soldiers  as  should 
Engage  in  the  Continental  Service  on  the  part  of  this  State  agreeable  to  the  Establishment 
of  Congress,  and  to  serve  during  the  War,  be  &  hereby  is  made  null,  &  void,  &  shall  be  so 
consider'd,  and  the  several  Committees  employed  by  this  State  to  raise  the  Quota  of  the 
Army  assigned  to  it,  are  to  govern  themselves  accordingly — and  Whereas  it  is  just,  & 
reasonable  that  a  suitable  Encouragement  should  be  given  to  such  non  Commissioned 
Officers,  &  Soldiers  as  shall  Enter  into  the  service  of  their  Country  in  defence  of  its 
rights,  &  for  the  safety  &  security  of  every  thing  dear  to  themselves,  and  their  fellow 
Countrymen  against  the  most  cruel,  &  barbarous  Invasion  ever  devised  by  Tyranny, 
&  Despotism  on  the  Rishts,  peace,  &  happiness  of  any  Country — therefore — 

Resolved,  that  the  Committees  appointed  by  this  Court  to  appoint  Officers  give  out 
Beating  Orders  &c  proceed  in  all  things  as  directed  by  said  Resolves  so  far,  as  relates  to 
the  Commission'd  Officers.— excepting  that  the  Term  of  Time  within  which  certain  Per- 
sons receive  Beating  orders,  &  inlisting  men  should  be  Intitled  to  six  shillings  for  each 
man  Inlisted  be  extended  to  the  last  Day  of  Dec.,  next,  and  that  ins'tead  of  the  addi- 
tional Encouragment  propos'd  l).v  this  State  by  the  Resolves  of  the  19'.':  of  October  last, 
there  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State  to  each  non-Commissioned  Officer,  & 
Soldier  not  belonging  to  any  other  of  the  United  States  who  shall  Inlist  into  the  Conti- 
nental Army  either  during  the  War,  or  for  the  Term  of  Three  years  as  part  of  the  Quota 
of  men  assigned  this  State  the  Sum  of  Twenty  pounds  on  his  passing  muster  the  said 
Bounty  of  Twenty  pounds  to  be  ixaid  in  Treasui-ers  notes  of  Ten  pounds  each  payable  to 
the  possessor  in  four  years,  with  Intei'est  to  be  paid  annually  at  the  rate  of  six  (j^  cent— 

And  Whereas  it  is  convenient,  &  proper  that  all  that  part  of  the  army  raised  on  the 
part  of  this  State  shoidd  be  on  the  same  footing — 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  that  all  such  non-Commissioned  Officers,  &  Soldiers  as  may 
have  inlisted  into  the  army  on  the  Encouragement  given  l)y  Congress  and  by  this  Court 
in  their  Resolve  of  the  Wh  of  October  last  be,  &  hereby  are  discharged  from  tlieir  said 
Inlistment  upon  returning  such  moneys,  or  other  things  received  as  a  Bounty,  or  En- 
couragement to  Inlist  as  aforesaid,  and  be  at  Liberty  to  inlist  on  the  Encouragement  given 
by  these  Resolves,  and  all  persons  who  shall  liave  inlisted  into  said  Service,  and  shall  not 
return  such  monys,  or  other  things  receiv'd  in  consequence  thereof  shall  be  deemed,  and 
held  to  be  Engaged  to  serve  in  the  capacity  wherein  they  Inlisted  for,  and  during  the 
Term  of  three  years  unless  sooner  regularly  discharged,  and  shall  accordingly  be  In- 
titled  to,  &  receive  the  Bounty  of  Twenty  pounds  as  aforesaid  in  lieu  of  the  Encourage- 
ment I>efore  offered  by  the  Resolves  of  this  Court  of  the  IQ^H  of  October  last. — In  Council. 
Read,&  Concurred. — Consented  toby  15  of  the  Council." — Council  Records,  vol. XXXVI., 
p.  200. 

"Nov.  27,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Order'd  That  the  Secretary  cause 
the  Act  which  lately  pass'd  this  Court  intitled  'An  Act  for  providing  a  Reinforcement  to 
the  American  Army'  to  be  printed,  together  with  this  Order,  in  the  several  Boston  news 
papers.    In  Council.    Read,  &  Concurred." — Ibid.,  p.  210. 

The  following,  undoubtedly,  are  the  letters  referred  to  in  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Court,  hereafter  given.  Another  letter,  received  from  Gen..  Lee,  suggesting  an  embargo 
upon  all  privateers  until  after  the  Massacliusetts  quota  for  the  army  should  have  been 
completed,  could  not  have  influenced  the  General  Court  in  their  proceedings,  since  it  l)ears 
date  at  "Philipsbourg,  Nov.  27th  1776,"  —  a  date  so  recent  that  it  could  not  possibly  have 
reached  Boston  before  the  resolves  were  passed. 
*  The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  James  Bowdoin  : — 

"Camp  near  Philipsbourg  221  November.  1776. 

Sir,  Indecision  l)ids  fetir  for  tumbling  down  the  goodly  fabrick  of  American  Freedom 
and  with  it  the  rights  of  Mankind,  'twas  indecision  of  Congress  which  prevented  our 
havmg  a  noble  Army  and  on  an  excellent  footing,  'twas  indecision  in  our  military  coun- 
sils  which  Cost  us  the  (Jarrison  of  Fort  Washington,  the  consequence  of  which,  must  be 
fatal,  unless  remedied  in  time  by  a  contrary  spirit.  Inclosed  I  send  you  an  Extract  of  a 
Letter  from  the  General,  on  which  you  will  make  your  comments,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  you  will  concur  with  me  in  the  necessity  of  raising  immediately  an  Army  to  save 
us  from  jjerdition  ;  affairs  appear  in  so  important  a  C)-isis,  that  I  think  even  the  Resolves 
of  the  Congress  must  no  longer  too  nicely  weigh  with  us — We  must  save  the  community 
in  spite  of  the  ordinances  of  the  legislature — there  are  times  when  we  must  commit  trea- 
son against  the  laws  of  the  state,  for  the  salvation  of  the  Staie — the  iiresent  crisis  de- 
mands this  brave  virtuous  kind  of  Treason,  for  my  own  part,  and  I  flatter  myself  that 
my  way  of  thinking  is  congenial  with  that  of  M"'.  Boidoin's,  I  will  stake  my  head  and 
reputation  on  the  propriety  of  the  measure — to  come  to  the  point,  I  request  and  conjure 
yon  therefore  to  wave  all  formalities  and  devise  some  means  of  compleating  not  only  your 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LXXIV. 
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Regiments  prescribod  to  the  Province,  but  to  add  if  possible  four  Companies  to  each  Regi- 
ment. We  must  not  only  have  a  force  sufficient  to  cover  your  Province  and  these  fertil 
district  from  the  insults  and  irruptions  of  the  Tyrant's  Troops,  but  sufficient  to  drive  'em 
out  of  all  their  Quarters  in  the  Jersey's— or  all  is  lost,  disatfection  is  daily  encrcasing  in 
Pensilvania  which  must  be  check'd  by  a  tremendous  superiority — in  the  mean  time  send 
up  a  formidable  Body  of  Militia  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Continental  Troops  which  I  am 
order'd  to  carry  over  the  River — let  your  People  be  well  supplied  with  blankets  and  warm 
Cloathes  as  I  am  determin'd  by  the  help  of  God  to  unnest  'era  even  in  the  dead  of  Win- 
ter— let  me  hear  from  you  soon    Yours  most  affectionately  &  respectfully 

Charles  Lee 

For  Heavens  sake  lose  no  time  in  sending  up  the  Militia — and  a  number  of  Shoes 
Stockinffs  and  blankets  for  the  Army  —  if  Massachusets  and  Connecticut  do  not  now 
exert  themselves,  they  must,  and  indeed  ought  to  be  enslaved,  but  if  they  act  with  the 
necessary  vigor  and  virtue  I  will  answer  for  th":.  Success."— Mass.  Archives,  vol.  195,  p. 
374. 

"Hartford  Nov.  25'i'.  1776 
.  Sir/  In  a  Letter  from  Gen'.  Lee  of  the  21s'  instant,  lie  says;  '  I  shall  begin  with  my 
Application  ifflediately  for  Heavens  Sake!  contrive  to  procure  us  Blankets  write  to  Mas- 
sachusetts if  you  have  none  yourselves' — a  large  Quantity  is  wanted  for  the  use  of  the 
Army.  This  State  have  not  a  sufficiency  for  the  Supply  of  the  Men  sent  from  it, — which 
necessitates  us  to  apply  to  yours — If  in  your  Power,  we  trust  you'll  forvvard  a  Quantity  to 
the  Army  with  the  utmost  Dispatch  and  likewise  inform  whether  some  cannot  he  supplied, 
to  furnish  Troops  raised  and  ordered  to  march  imediately  from  this  State.  Your  speedy 
Answer  will  much  Oblidge  your  most  Obed*.  humble  Servant 

Honi''".  James  Bowdoin —  Jon^".  Tbujibull."  —  Ibid.,  p.  S78. 

"  Nov.  28,  1776.  In  Council.  Resolved,  That  Jeremiah  Powell,  Artemas  Ward,  Will- 
lam  Sever,  John  Wiiithrop,  Tho'.  Cushing,  John  Whetcotnb,  &  Francis  Dana  Esq"*,  be  a 
Committee  with  such  as  the  Hon^"  House  shall  appoint  to  take  the  Letters  receiv'd  from 
Governor  Trumbull,  &  General  Lee  this  Morning  into  immediate  consideration,  and  report 
what  is  necessary  to  be  done  thereon. — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read,  and  Concurr'd  and  M'.  Speaker,  Col°.  Orne, 
M"".  Pickering,  Brigf.  Preble,  M^  Murray,  M^.  Lowell,  M'.  Phillips  &  B^ig^  Palmer  arc 
joined. 

Brig''. Palmer  came  up  with  a  Message  from.the  Hon'''''.  House  to  acquaint  the  Board 
that  the  House  propos'd  a  Conference  of  both  Houses  on  the  Letters  receiv'J  this  Morning 
from  Gov.  Trumbull  &  General  Lee  to  meet  in  the  Representatives  Room  if  agreeable 
to  the  Hon'i''=  Board. 

Thomas  Cushing  Esq',  went  down  with  a  Message  to  the  Hon'^'".  House  to  acquaint 
them  that  the  Board  agreed  to  the  foregoing  Pi-oposal  of  the  Hon^"'".  House. — 

M^  Pickering  came  up  with  a  Message  from  the  Honb'".  House  to  acquaint  the  Board 
that  the  House  were  ready  to  attend  y°.  Conference  propos'd  and  they  had  appropriated 
the  two  front  Scats  and  the  two  side  Seats  for  the  Hon'''".  Council,  &  desir'd  the  President 
might  take  the  Chair 

The  Honi"'"  Council  then  met  agreeable  to  the  Proposal  of  the  Hon'»!«  House  in  the 
Representative  Room. 

The  Hon  :  Jeremiah  Powell  Esq'',  in  the  Chair.  The  President  read  the  Letters  receiv'd 
this  morning  from  Gov.  Trumbull,  &  General  Lee,  and  a  Conference  upon  the  subject 
matter  thereof  continued  some  time,  and  then  a  Motion  was  made  that  the  Conference  be 
dissolved,  and  the  Committee  be  directed  to  sit  forthwith  to  take  said  I-etters  into  consid- 
eration, which  passed  in  the  affirmative — the  Hon''.'"  Council  then  returned  to  their  own 
Room," —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXVl.,p.  2^0. 

"  Nov.  29,  1776.  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  to  whom  were  referred  several  Letters 
lately  received  from  Gov.  Trumbull,  &  General  Lee,  and  to  report  what  it  is  necessary  for 
this  Court  to  do  thereon  have  attended  that  Service,  &  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  follow- 
ing Resolutions*  be  passed  by  l>otli  Houses  Jer  :  Powell  ^  order 

Whereas  orders  have  already  been  Issued  to  the  several  Brigades  in  the  Counties  of 
Essex,  Middlesex,  Hampshire,  &  Worcester  to  march  to  the  Reinforcement  of  the  Amer- 
ican Army  near  New  York  &  there  is  a  necessity  of  a  further  Reinforcement  to  the 
American  Army  there — therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  be  desir'd  immediately  to  issue  out  their  Orders  to  Major 
General  Warren  to  direct  the  Brigadiers  of  the  Counties  of  Suffolk  Barnstable  York, 
Cumberland,  Berkshire,  and  Lincoln  excepting  the  Inhabitants  of  all  such  places  in  the 
County  last  mentioned  as  lie  to  the  Eastward  of  Camden  or  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
each  Brigade  to  order  one  quarter  part  of  the  Militia  in  their  respective  Brigades,  that  arc, 
or  may  be  draughted  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  lately  passed  this  Court  intitied  'An  Act  for 
providing  a  reinforcement  to  the  American  Army'  to  march  forthwith  to  the  town  of  Fair- 
field in  the  State  of  Connecticut  there  to  follow  and  obey  such  Orders  as  they  shall  receive 
from  their  commanding  Officer  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to  continue  in  said  Service 
according  to  the  requirement  of  said  Act. — 

And  Whereas  that  part  of  the  militia  to  be  drafted  from  the  Counties  of  Cumberland 
and  Lincoln  are  by  this  Resolve  to  be  ordered  to  march  to  the  Reinforcement  of  the  Army 
in, or  near  New  York — The  Council  are  hereby  impowercd  notwithstanding,  if  they,  see 
Cause,  to  alter  their  Destination,  and  to  order  them  to  march  for  the  defence  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  or  to  such  other  places  as  they  judge  for  the  General  Service.  ■ 

A  Resolve  for  amending,  and  explaining  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  intitied  '  An  Act  for  providing  a  Reinforcement  to  the  American  Army.' 

Whereas  some  Amendments,'  and  explanations  of  said  Act  are  found  necessary— There- 
fore it  is  Resolved,  that  the  Council  of  this  State  shall  during  the  sitting  of  this  Court 

•  Printed  roaolveB,  chapters  CXVII.  and  CIS. 
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have  the  same  powers,  and  Authorities  touching  such  part  of  the  militia  as  in,  and  by  said 
Act  is  provided  to  reinforce  the  American  Army  as  is  thereby  given  them  during  tlie 
Recess  of  the  Court. 

And  whereas  a  Doubt  has  arisen  from  what  part  of  the  Militia  the  said  reinforcement 
shall  be  appointed. 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved,  that  the  One  fourth  part  of  all  the  able  Bodied  Male  persons 
from  sixteen  Years  of  Age,  and  upwards,  excepting  those  Persons  who  had  before  the  19'.'' 
of  April  1775  been  by  law  deemed  of  the  Denomination  of  Christians  called  Quakers, 
settled  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  The  President,  Professors,  Tutors  Librarian,  Steward,  & 
Butler,  &  under  Graduates  of  Harvard  College,  Indians,  Negroes,  &  Molattoes,  and  lour 
Men  to  each  of  the  Powder  Mills  in  Stoughton  and  Andover,  and  excepting  also  the  In- 
habitants of  all  such  Places,  as  lie  to  the  Eastward  of  Camden  (so  called)  in  the  County 
of  Lincoln,  not  in  actual  Military  Service,  and  pay  for  the  defence  of  this  or  the  American 
States  at  the  time  of  passing  said  Act  viz  :  on  the  14'.|»  day  of  November  Inst',  shall  either 
by  voluntary  Inlistmenr,  Lot,  or  Draught  Ije  appointed,  "and  held  in  readiness  as  in  said 
Act  is  provided  any  Law,  or  Resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  some  Towns,  and  some  Companies  have  not  complied  with  the  Resolve^ 
of  this  Court  of  the  12"',  13'»,  &  17'?  days  of  Sep'-,  last,  &  thereby  have  not  borne  their 
share  of  the  public  defence — therefore  Resolved,  that  the  Council  be  desired  also  to  Issue 
their  Orders,  that  in  Addition  to  the  number  of  men  now  required,  they  furnish  a  number 
sufficient  to  compleat  one  fifth  part  of  the  Train  Band,  &  Ahirm  List  as  is  by  said  Resolves 
required,  and  with  the  men  drafted  as  by  the  Act  af  )resaid  to  march,  and  with  them  do 
duty  for  the  Term  of  three  months  from  the  Time  of  their  marching,  unless  sooner  regu- 
larly discharged  ;  and  the  pains,  &  penalties  in  said  resolves  provided  for  non  appearance, 
or  not  marching  shall  with  regard  to  the  Men  in  said  Towns,  &  Companies  be  still  in 
full  force,  and  all  such  as  shall  refti'^c,  or  neglect  to  appear,  or  to  march  when  drafted, 
shall  be  prosecuted  iiccordingly. — 

Resolved,  That  Mr  Murray,  &  M':  Appleton  with  such  as  the  Hon>'\8  Board  may  join  be 
a  Com"^^' to  prepare  an  Animating  Address  to  the  Inh;ibitants  of  this  State  to  encourage 
them  to'lnlist  into  the  Army,  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
Encouragement  offered  by  this  Government  by  their  Resolve  of  the  'io'.**  Instant — ^and 
that  the  several  Committees  appointed  to  repair  to  New-York  &  Ticonderoga  be,  and 
hereby  are  directed  to  proceed  to  Inlist  the  men  in  the  Army  at  their  respective  places 
upon  the  Terms  prescribed  by  said  Resolve  — And  also  that  the  Committee  for  appointing 
Captains,  &  Subalterns,  &  giving  out  beating  Orders  for  raising  three  Battalions  of  Conti- 
nental Troops  in  this  State  be  directed  to  appoint  said  Officers,  &  to  issue  their  Orders  im- 
mediately. Resolved,  That  the  Council  be,  and  hereby  ai-e  desir'd  not  to  Issue  out  any 
Commissions  to  private  Ships,  or  Vessels  of  War  until  application  can  be  made  to  the 
States  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire  t)  give  orders  that  no  Comissions 
be  Issued  out  to  private  Vessels  of  War,  and  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
Letter  to  the  Assembly  of  each  of  those  States  beforemention'd  upon  that  subject.  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  appointed  to  provide  Cloathing  for  the  Army  be,  and 
hereby  are  directed  to  forward  the  same  to  the  American  Army  in,  and  near  the  State  of 
New-York  without  delay. 

Resolved  in  case  General  Washington  or  the  Commander  in  chief  should  think  it  neces- 
sary that  some  part  of  the  men  belonging  to  this  State  now  in  the  Continental  Army  at 
New  York  should  be  retain'd  there;  after  [the  Time  for  which  they  arc]  engaged  should 
,  expire.    That  the  Committee  there  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  endeavour  to  retain  such 

part  of  said  Men,  and  for  such  time  as  General  Washington  or  the  Commander  in  chief 
may  think  necessary,  on  the  same  encouragement  as  they  are  directed  to  offer  the  Militia  — 
The  Comittee  ask  leave  to  sit  again 

In  Council  Nov^  29')'  1776.    Read,  &  Sent  down  John  Aveiiy  Dpv  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read,  &  jmss'd  In  Council.  Read,  &  Concurred, 
and  Daniel  Hopkins  Esqi'  is  joined  on  the  part  of  the  Board  to  prepare  an  animating 
Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read,  & 
Concurred  —  Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Council."  —  Ibid.,  p.  230. 

"Dec.  10,  1776.  In  Council  December  9'|'  1776.  *  Whereas  by  a  Late  Act  of  this  State 
for  providing  a  Reinforcement  to  the  American  Army,  provision  is  made  in  said  Act  to 
enable  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  in  this  State  upon  their  returning  an  account  of 
the  numl)er  of  men  appointed  by  said  act  for  the  reinforcement  intended,  to  receive  by 
order  of  Council  a  Warrant  upon  the  Treasury  of  this  State  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  enable 
such  Select  men  to  pay  the  persons  so  appointed  their  mileage  from  the  places  of  their 
abode  to  the  place  of  their  destination,  and  also  a  sum  sullicient  to  enable  them  to  procure 
Teams,  &  Waggons  to  carry  their  Baggage  but  no  provision  is  made  in  said  act  to  enable 
them  to  procure  Kittles,  Bottles,  or  Canteens  which  may  occasion  a  dangerous  delay,  & 
much  trouble,  &  expence 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  when,  &  so  often  as  the  Selectmen  of  any  Town  in  this  State 
shall  make  a  return  of  the  number  of  men  appointed  in  their  respective  Town,  or  planta- 
tion for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  said  Act,  and  make  application  to  the  Council  for  a  war- 
rant upon  the  Treasury  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  their  mileage,  &  Trans]3ortation  of 
their  Baggage,  That  the  Council  be,  and  they  are  hereby  Impowered  to  make  an  Estimate 
of  a  Sum  stifflcient  to  enable  said  Selectmen  to  procure  such  a  numlier  of  Kittles,  Bottles 
or  Canteens  as  may  be  necessary  for  said  men,  and  order  a  Warrant  on  the  Treasury  for 
such  additional  Sum  any  thing  in  said  act  notwithstanding  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read,  &  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Coun- 
cil"—/6irf, />.  304. 

"  Jan.  4,  1777.  A  Remonstrance  of  Colonels,  Thomas  Marshal,  John  Greaton,  Ichabod 
Alden,  Samuel  Brewer,  &  Ebenezer  Francis  viz'. 

♦  Printed  resolves  of  the  November  session,  chapter  CLXXTX. 
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We  the  Subscribers  being  appointed  to  the  Comand  of  Battalions  in  this  State  beg  leave 
to  remonstrate  to  your  Honors  of  several  DifSculties  that  attend  the  raising  said  Battal- 
ion—  viz :  — 

18%  The  order  of  Court  obliges  the  Soldiers  that  Inlist  to  have  a  good  Firelock,  &  Bay- 
onet, which  (We  apprehend)  is  impossible  in  the  present  circumstances  as  the  Soldiers 
have  had  their  arms  stop'd  at  their  several  Stations,  and  not  any  arms  to  be  piirchas'd 
that  we  can  hear  of  — 

'2,'^y  Many  of  the  new  inlisted  Soldiers  being  poorly  Cloath'd,  and  destitute  of  Blankets 
as  all  that  could  be  found  here  are  purchas'd  by  your  Committees  that  they  are  in  suffer- 
ing Circumstances,  and  cannot  go  into  the  Barracks  for  want  of  their  Blankets  and  other 
Necessaries. 

S'^l/  As  our  Orders  promis'd  the  Soldiers  twenty  Dollars  from  the  Continent  as  a  Bounty. 
We  "have  no  person  to  apply  to  for  the  same.  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read,  &  Committed  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  what  is  further  necessary  to  be  done  relating  to  the  marching  such  of  the  fourth 
part  of  the  militia  who  have  since  inlisted  into  the  Continental  Army.  In  Council.  Read, 
&  Concurred."  — /i«Z.,  p.  392. 

"  Jan.  7,  1777.  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  to  whom  was  Committed  the  Remon- 
strance beg  to  report  as  their  Opinion  —  viz' — *That  such  men  as  have  inlisted  into  any  of 
the  fifteen  Battalions,  raising  by  this  State  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army,  and  have 
passed  Muster  without  being  equipped  with  Arms  &c ;  and  all  others  which  shall  Inlist  in 
said  Battalions,  and  cannot  equip  themselves  with  Aims,  shall  be  furnished  with  Arms, 
&c  out  of  those  belonging  to  the  Continent,  now  in  this  State :  And  that  a  Letter  be  sent 
to  the  PlonW^  Congress  informing  them  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure.  That  five  thou- 
sand Blankets  be  levied  upon  the  several  Towns  in  this  State,  in  order  to  furnish  such 
Soldiers,  and  non-commissioned  Officers  as  cannot  supply  themselves  with  Blankets,  be 
paid  three  Dollars  therefor  upon  their  passing  muster.  — 

And  that  each  non  Commissioned  Officer,  &  Soldier  who  does  not  furnish  themselves 
with  Anns  &c  according  to  a  Re  'olve  of  this  Court  of  30»?»  November  last  shall  have  four 
pounds  stopt  out  of  the  Six  pounds  Bounty  given  by  the  Congress  in  order  to  procure  said 
Arms  &c  and  that  orders  be  sent  to  the  several  muster  Masters  to  stop  the  same.  — 

John  Taylor  ^  order  — 
In  Council.     Read,  &  Accepted.    In  the  House  of  Representatives.     Read,  &  Con- 
curred.   Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Council."  — Ibid.,  p.  402. 

.  "  Jan.  10,  1777.  Jer^  Powell  Esqf  went  down  with  a  Message  to  the  Hoiible  House  to 
propose  an  Amendment  on  the  report  of  the  Comittee  to  whom  was  referr'd  the  remon- 
strance of  Colonel  Marshall  and  other  Officers  as  taken  into  a  New  Draft  that  Eighteen 
Shillings  be  allowed  instead  of  Twenty  upon  their  procuring  a  Certificate  from  their  Com- 
manding Officer  that  they  have  so  done  ^  if  agreeable  to  the  Hon'ble  House.  — 

]SI;'  Strong  came  up  with  a  Message  from  the  Hon**'.*  House  to  inform  the  Board  that  the 
House  agreed  to  the  foregoing  Message  of  the  Honorable  Board."  —  Ibid.,  p.  424. 

"  In  Council  Febry  5. 1777.  tWhereas  by  the  Act  of  this  State  for  providing  a  Reinforce- 
ment to  the  American  Army  it  was  directed  that  all  Arms  provided  by  the  Select  men  of 
any  Towns  for  such  men  as  were  unal  )le  to  procure  them  for  themselves  should  be  paid 
for  at  their  appraised  value  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State  by  warrant  from  the  Coun- 
cil, in  case  the  Owner  or  Owners  of  such  Arms  choose  to  receive  pay  for  them  which 
m.ethod  hath  been  found  inconvenient;  Therefore  Resolved,  That  all  certificates  from  the 
•Selectmen  of  the  appraisement  of  any  Arms  so  provided  by  them,  shall  be  paid  and  dis- 
charged hj  the  Committee  of  accounts  if  it  appears  to  them  that  the  Owner  or  Owners  of 
such  Arms  choose  to  receive  pay  for  them.  And  the  said  Committee  are  directed  to  keep 
a  particular  account  of  their  doings  herein,  noting  the  Towns  in  which  such  Arms  were 
provided,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  delivered.  Sent  down  for 
Concurrence  John  Avery  Dpy  Sec^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb.  6. 1777  Read  &  concurred  J  Warren  Spkr 
Consented  to  "—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  212,  p.  310. 
"  Apr.  11,  1777.  In  Council  — JWhereas  Ijy  an  Act  passed  this  Court  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  Intitled  an  Act  for  providing  a  Rein- 
forcement to  the  American  Army ;  it  was  amongst  other  things  Enacted  that  if  any  per- 
son that  should  be  draughted  in  wav,«and  manner  as  in,  &  by  said  Act  is  provided, 
and  shall  neglect,  or  refuse  to  March,  he  is  to  forfeit,  and  pay  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds, 
or  in  default  of  such  payment  the  said  person  is  to  be  committed  to  the  Common  Goal  of 
the  County  where  said  delinquent  belongs ;  and  in  consequence  of  said  Aid  —  Six  of  the 
people  called  Quakers  belonging  to  the  Town  of  Dartmouth  was  draughted,  &  ordered  to 
march  ;  but  thev  declaring  their  religious  principles  are  such  that  they  could  not  take  up 
Arms,  neither  could  they  pav  the  fine  Order'd  by  said  Act  to  be  paid:  but  was  obliged  to 
submit  to  the  other  part  of  said  Law  — viz',  that  of  l)eing  confined  in  Goal  which  Penalty 
thev  have  submitted  to  for  more  than  three  months;  and  no  provision  by  Law  being  yet 
made  Whereby  any  part  of  their  Estates  may  be  taken  to  pay  said  fine,  so  tbat  their  Per- 
sons may  be  discharged. — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Sheriff  for  the  County  of  Bristol  be,  and  hereby  is  impow- 
ered,  &  directed  so  far  to  discharge  the  said  six  persons  now  confined  in  Goal  at  Taunton  to 
return  to  their  Families  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court  on  their  giving  bonds  to  the 
Sherriliof  the  County  of  Bristol  in  the  Sum  of  twenty  pounds  each  that  they  will  welt,  and 
truely  return  to  saidGoal  whenever  this  Court  shall'so  order.—  In  Council  Read  and  Con- 
curred  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX  VII.,  p.  183. 

Chap.  22.  "  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conventions  in 
the  several  colonies  to  appoint  proper  officers  at  convenient  places  in  their  respective  colo- 

*  Printed  resolvai  of  the  December  session,  chapter  LTT.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  OXLVULI. 

X  Ibid.,  March  session,  chapter  O. 
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nies,  to  take  bonds  in  adequate  pen  ilties,  for  observing  the  regulations  made  by  the 
Congress,  or  assemblies,  or  conventions,  concerning  trade,  and  for  securing  the  observa- 
tion of  such  parts  of  the  association,  as  are  not  inconsistent  therewith;" and  that  the 
obligor  shall,  within  eighteen  months  after  the  departure  of  the  vessel,  produce  to  such 
officers  a  certificate  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  three  or  more  reputable  merchants, 
residing  at  the  port  or  place  where  the  cargo  shall  be  delivered,  that  the  same  was  there 
unladed,  and  take  manifests  upon  oath,  of  the  cargoes  exported  and  imported,  and  keep 
fair  accounts  and  entries  thereof,  give  bills  of  health  when  desired,  grant  registers  shew- 
ing the  property  of  the  vessels  cleared  out,  and  sign  certificates  that  the  requisites  for 
qualifying  vessels  to  trade,  have  been  complied  with  :  And  that  the  fees  of  the  said  officers 
he  stated  by  the  respective  assemblies  or  conventions.  Provided  always,  that  no  prosecu- 
tion upon  any  of  the  said  bonds,  shall  be  commenced,  but  within  three  years  after  the 
date  thereof."  —  Journals  of  Congress:  April 6,  1776. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  the  foregoing  resolve,  erroneously  described,  in  the  order,  as  of 
March  6th,  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee  of  the  General  Court,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Cheever,  Palfrey  and  Story,  of  the  House,  and  Thomas  Gushing  and  Benjamin  Austin, 
of  the  Council,  with  instructions  to  "  report  what  is  necessary  for  this  court  to  do  thereon." 
The  committee  was  subsequently  changed  by  substituting  Samuel  Holten  for  Thomas 
Cushing,  and,  finally,  Moses  Gill  for  Holten. 

A  letter  (which  has  not  been  discovered)  received  from  Nathaniel  Barber  was,  on  the 
14th  of  October,  referred  to  the  above  committee,  and,  on  the  next  day,  they  reported,  by 
Moses  Gill,  that  they  "  arc  of  Opinion,  that  it  will  he  necessary  for  this  Court  to  appoint  a 
naval  Officer  in  the  several  Ports  of  Boston,  Salem,  Newbury  port,  Gloccster,  &  Marble- 
head,  Plymouth,  Ipswich,  Falmouth  in  Casco  Bay,  Dartmouth  York,  Pownalboro,'  and 
the  Island  of  Nantucket,  whose  Business  shall  be,  to  take  bonds  in  adequate  Penalties, 
for  Observing  the  regulations  made  by  the  General  Congress  or  General  Assemtily  of  this 
State  concerning  Trade  and  take  Manifests  of  all  Cargoes  exported,  and  imported,  and 
keep  fair  Accounts,  and  Entries  thereof  give  bills  of  Health  when  desired,  and  sign  Cer- 
tificates that  the  requisites  for  qualifying  Vessels  to  trade  have  been  complied  with,  and 
that  the  fees  of  the  said  Officers  be  stated  by  this  Court,  and  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  for 
the  above  Purposes  "  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX  VI.,  p.  26. 

This  report  was  accepted,  forthwith,  l)y  a  vote  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council,  and,  on 
the  17th,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Batchellor  and  Orne  of  the  House,  and  Gill  of 
the  Council  was  appointed  "to  prepare  a  bill  relating  to  the  power  and  fees  of  naval 
officers." 

On  the  17th,  a  petition  was  received  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  ntyal  office  at 
"Gooldsbor6  and  Machias,"  and,  on  the  23d,  a  petition  was  received  "praying  that  a 
naval  officer  may  be  appointed  at  Bristol  in  the  county  of  Lincoln."  These  were  s-everally 
referred  to  different  committees. 

On  the  29th,  a  bill  for  the  above  purpose  had  been  reported  to  the  Council,  read,  and 
sent  down  to  the  House.  On  the  first  of  November,  the  bill  was  recommitted,  by  a  con- 
current vote,  and  again  reported,  with  amendments,  on  the  8th,  when  the  amendments 
were  agreed  to,  andthe  bill  was  passed,  by  the  House,  to  be  engrossed;  which  vote  was 
reconsidered  the  next  day,  and  the  bill  was  again  recommitted.  The  bill,  was  re- 
ported, in  a  new  draught,  on  the  14th,  to  the  Council,  where  it  was  read,  and  sent  to  the 
House.  On  the  18th,  it  was  passed,  in  the  House,  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  con- 
currence. On  the  19th,  the  Council  concurred,  with  amendments,  which  the  House 
agreed  to  the  same  day,  and  proposed  a  further  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Council,  and,  on  the  20th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of 
the  Council. 

"  Nov.  22,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  the  naval  Officers 
for  the  several  ports  in  this  State  shall  be  chosen,  &  appointed  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
field  Officers  of  the  militia  by  the  Votes  of  either  house  subject  to  the  negative  of  the 
other,  &  to  hold  their  said  Office  only  for  the  term  of  one  year.  In  Council,  Read,  &  Con- 
curred.   Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Coimdh"*  —  I  bid.,  p.  194. 

"  Nov.  27,  1776.  Iti  the  House  of  Representatives .f  The  House  made  choice,  by  ballot, 
of  the  following  Persons  as  Naval  Officers.  —  viz' :  — 

Nath'.  Barber  Msq-'.  for  the  Pout  of  Boston  —  M''.  Warwick  Palfrey  for  Port  of  Salem  — 
Thomas  Mayhew  Esq'',  for  Port  of  Plymouth  —  Richard  Trevet  for  Port  of  York  —  Tris- 
tram Jordan  Esq^  for  Port  of  Pepperc  Iboro'  —  Samuel  Whittemore  Esq  for  Port  of 
Glocester  — Edward  Pope  Esq'",  for  Port  of  Dartmouth  — Cap'.  Mich'  Hodge  for  Port 
of  Newbury  Port  —  Joseph  Otis  Esq'',  for  Port  of  Barnstable  —  M^.  Thomas  Child  for 
Port  of  Falmouth—  Col".  Jon".  Lowdcr  for  Port  of  Penobscot  —  Ichabod  Plaisted  for  Port 
of  Nantucket.  In  Council  Read,  &  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Council  "  — 
JbirJ.,  p.  215. 

"  Dec.  2,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  House  made  choice  by  ballot  of 
the  following  Persons  as  Naval  officers  —  viz'.  John  Bcath,  for  the  Port  of  Townsend 
[  oothbay].  William  Nichols  for  the  Port  of  Goldsboro'.  Stephen  Smith  for  the  Port 
jf  Machiiis."  —  Ibid.,  p.  241. 

John  Gerry  was  appointed,  in  like  manner,  for  Marblehead  Jan  28,  1777.t 

The  following  resolve  was  passed  March  21,  1777 :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  and  herehy  are  estalilished  as  the  Forms  of  the  sev- 
eral Instnimcnts  to  be  used  1)y  the  Naval-Officers  within  this  State.  And  that  the  same, 
together  with  the  Resolves  of  Congress  concerning  Trade,  and  all  Matters  relative  to  the 
Dut\'  of  the  said  Officers,  be  printed  in  a  Pamphlet;  and  that  Samuel  Freeman,  Esq;  be 
and  hereby  is  directed  to  see  the  same  printed  accordingly ;  and  that  he  fm'nish  each 
Naval-lifficer  with  two  of  them. 

*  Printed  resolves,  ch.ipter  LXVII.  • 

,'  Tliia  resolve  and  the  nest  are  united  in  the  printed  resolves,  as  chapter  LXXXTX. 
j  Printed  resolvas  of  the  December  session,  chapter  CXXII. 
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Port  of 


FORMS. 

[Bill  of  Health.] 

State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 


{y  a    \  ^°  "-^^  People  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come. 

^•''"  J        Naval-Officer  for  the  Port  of  in  the 

"'■"''        said  State,  sends  Greeting. 

Whereas  Master  of  the  burthen  about 

Tons,  and  navigated  by  Men,  now  lying  in  the  Harbour 

of  and  by  God's  Grace  bound  for  is 

now  ready  to  proceed  on  the  said  Voyage.  —  And  it  being  just  and  proper  to  prevent  if 
possible,  any  Suspicions  that  may  arise  in  the  Minds  of  any  Persons,  on  Account  of  any 
supposed  infectious  Disease  on  board  said  Vessel. 

Therefore  Kxoav  Ye,  by  these  Presents,  That  (thi-ough  the  great  Goodness  and  Mercy 
of  Goi),to  whom  on  this  Account  be  rendered  Praise)  there  is  not  in  the  said  Port  of 
any  Pestilence  or  contagious  Distemper  whatever. 
In  Testimony  whereof,  the  said  has  hereunto  aifixed  the  Seal  of  his  Office, 

and  subscribed  his  Name. 

Dated  at  aforesaid,  the  Day  of  in  the  Year 

0/ American  Independency,  ajid  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand  seven  Hundred 
and 

[Register.] 
State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
of  in  the  County  of  and  State  afore- 

said, maketh  Oath,  That  the  whereof  is  at  present 

Master,  being  a  stern'd  Vessel  of  the  Burthen  of 

Tons,  or  thereabouts,  was  built  at  in  the  State  of 

in  the  Year  One  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and 

And  that  at  present  Owner  thereof;   and  that  no  Subject  of  the  King 

of  Great-Britain,  directly  or  indirectly,  hath  any  Share,  Part  or  Interest  therein.  Port 
of 

C  Naval- ^     The  Oath  aforesaid  was  administered  at  the  Naval-Office  for  the  Port  of 
<  Office  >  the  Day  of  Anno  Do>nini,'OnG  Thousand 

C  Seal.  )  seven  Hundred  and 

Before  me,  Naval-Officer. 

[Bond.] 
Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents,  That  are  holden  and  stand  firmly  bound  and 

obliged  unto  Henry  Gardner,  Esq;  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  the 
full  and  just  Sum  of  Pounds,  to  be  paid  unto  said  Henri/  Gardner,  Esq;  or  his 

Successor  in  said  Office,  for  the  Use  of  the  said  State.    To  which  Payment  well  and  truly 
to  be  made,  We  bind  ourselves,  our  Heirs,  Executors  and  Administrators,  jointly  and  sev- 
erally, firmly  by  these  Presents.     Sealed  tcith  our  Seals,  dated  at  the  Port  of 
in  the  State  aforesaid,  the  Day  of  Anno  Domini,  One  Thousand  seven 

Hundred  and 

The  Condition  of  this  Obligation  is  such.  That  whereas  the  said  Master  of 

the  bound  from  this  Port  to  hath  taken  on  board  said 

now  in  the  Harbour  of  the  following  Articles,  viz. 

to  be  landed  at  aforesaid. 

Now  if  the  said  shall  truly  and  faithfully  carry  from  hence  and  deliver  said 

Articles  at  said  Port,  or  some  other  Port  not  under  the  Dominion  of  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  the  Danger  of  the  Seas  and  Enemies  excepted,  without  Fraud,  Coven  or  Delay, 
and  produce  a  Certificate  thereof  fi'om  the  proper  Oiflcer  where  the  same  shall  be  landed, 
or  from  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  two  Merchants  of  kno»Ti  Reputation  residing  there, 
■within  Months  from  this  Date.     Then  the  above-written  Obligation  to  be  void 

and  of  no  Effect,  otherwise  to  abide  in  full  Foi-ce  and  Virtue. 
Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered, 
in  Presetice  of  us, 

[Certificate  or  Clearance.] 
State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
Port  of 

f  -j^  g    )     These  certify  all  whom  it  doth  concern.  That  Master  or  Commander 

(      ■    ■  J   of  the  burthen  Tons,  or  thereabouts,  navigated  with 

Men,  mounted  with  Guns,  has  Permission  to  depart 

from  this  Port  with  the  following  Articles,  viz. 
The  said  having  here  given  Bond  with  sufficient  Suret      in  the  Sum  of 

conditioned  that  the  said  Goods  and  Commodities  shall  not  be  carried  to,  or 
landed  at  any  Port  under  the  Dominion  of  the  King  oi  Great-Britain.  And  these  are 
further  to  certify,  that  it  appears  by  the  original  Register  now  produced  to  me,  that  the 
above-mentioned  Ship  was  registered  at  the  Day  of  17 

Given  under  iny  Hand  and  Seal  of  Office,  at  aforesaid,  the  Day  of 

in  the  Year  of  our  LORD,  One  thousand  seven  Hundred  and 

Naval-Offlcer. 
[Certificate  to  cancel  Bond.] 
State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
Port  of 

5  T    s    ]     These  certify.  That  there  hath  been  landed  here  out  of  the 
/      ■       j   whereof  is  Master, 

Which  appears  by  Certificate,  dated  the  Day  of  to  have  been 


s 


690  Province  Laws.  — 1776-77.  [Notes.] 

[REVOLUTIONAKY    period — "STATE."] 

Bhipped  and  laden  at  the  Port  of 

Given  tinder  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  the  Day  of 

Anno  Do>nmi,  One  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and 

Naval-Offlcer. 
[Permit  to  take  on  board.] 
State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
Port  of 

This  may  certify  that  Master  of  the  now  in  the  Harbour  of 

and  bound  for  is  hei'eby  permitted  to  take  on  board  said 

any  Articles  the  Exportation  of  which  is  not  prohibited  by  Congress,  or  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  State. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  this  Day  of  Anno  Domini, 

One  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and 

Naval-Offlcer. 
[Let-Pass.] 
Port  of 

Permit  the  Master,  navigated  with  Men,  mounted  with 

Guns,  bound  for  to  pass  the  Forts  and  Guards  under  your  Com- 

mand. 

To  the  Commanding  Officers  ^ 
of  the  several  Fortresses  and  >• 

Guards  in  the  Harbour  of     )  Naval-Offlcer. 

[Cocket.] 
State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
Port  of 

T    <5    ^     This  may  certify,  That  Master  of  the  who  cleared 

^-  '^^  S  out  from  this  Office  the  Day  of  177       for 

has  Permission  to  take  on  board  the  said 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal,  at  aforesaid,  the  Day  of 

177  Naval-Offlcer. 

[Permit  to  Unload.] 
State  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
Port  of 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern. 
Permit  Master  of  the  who  has  this  Day  entered  at  this  Office 

from  with  to  Unload. 

Naval-Officer. 
[Manifest  Inwards.] 
State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
Port  of 

I  Master  of  the  burthen  about  Tons,  navigated  by 

Men,  mounted  with  Guns,  from  do  swear  that  the 

following  Is  to  the  best  of  my  Knowledge  a  true  Account  of  the  Cargo  on  board  the  said 
viz. 

So  help  me  God. 
Sworn  to  the  Day  of  A.  D.  177 

Before  me,  Naval-Officer. 

[Manifest  Outward.] 
State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
Port  of 

I  Master  of  the  burthen  about  Tons,  navigated  with 

Men,  mounted  with  Guns,  bound  to  do  swear,  that 

the  following  is  to  the  l^est  of  my  Knowledge  a  true  Account  of  the  Cargo  on  board  the 
said  viz. 

So  help  me  God 
Sworn  to  the  Day  of  A.  D.  177 

Before  me,  Naval-Officer. 

[Form  of  Bond  to  l)e  given  by  Coasters.] 
Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents,  That 
are  holden  and  stand  firmly  liound  and  obliged  unto  Henry  Gardner,  Esq;  Treasurer  of 
the  State  of  Massaclmsetts'-Bay,  in  the  full  and  just  Sum  6t  five  Hundred  Pounds,  to  1)6 
paid  unto  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esq;  or  his  Successor  in  said  Office,  for  the  Use  of  the 
said  State:  To  which  Payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  We  bind  ourselves.  Heirs, 
Executors  and  Administrators,  (jointly  and  severally)  firmly  by  these  Presents.  Sealed 
with  our  Seals.    Dated  at  the  Port  of  in  the  State  aforesaid,  the 

Day  of  A.D.177' 

The  Condition  of  the  foregoing  Obligation  is  such.  That  whereas  by  a  Law  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State,  made  ai)d  passed  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  One  Thou- 
sand seven  Hiwidrcd  and  Seventy-six,  intitled,  'A)i  Act  for  establishing  a  Naval  OJire, 
and  for  ascertaining  the  Fees,'— \t\s  cnacXad,  That  the  Owner  or  Master  of  all  Ships  or 
Vessels  employed  in  the  Fishing  Business,  or  in  carrying  Wood  or  Lumber  Coast-ways, 
and  of  all  Boats  and  Lighters  above  the  Burthen  of  ten  Tons,  employed  in  transjiorting 
Goods,  shall  once  every  Year  enter  into  good  and  sufficient  Bonds,  at  one  of  the  Naval- 
Offices  within  this  State,  to  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  of  the  same,  in  the  penal 
Sum  of  five  Hundred  Pounds,  with  Condition  to  observe,  keep  and  obey  all  Acts  or  Re- 
solves, either  of  the  Continental  Congress  or  of  this  State,  respecting  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion, and  not  to  counteract  or  break  any  of  them. 
And  whereas  the  said  of  the  burthen  aboat 
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Tons,  proposes  to  employ  the  said  in  the  Business  of  for  the 

Term   of  one  Year  from  the  Date  hereof.    Now  therefore   if  the  said'  shall 

well  and  truly  observe  and  perform  the  Conditions  aforesaid  in  said  Act  mentioned, 
according  to  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning  thereof,  then  this  Obligation  to  be  Void  and  of 
no  Etfect,  otherwise  to  be  and. remain  in  full  Force  and  Virtue.  " 

Signed,  Sealed,  and  Delivered, 
in  Presence  of 

[Certificate  for  Coasters.] 
State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 
Port  of 

These  Certify  all  whom  it  may  concern.  That  [Owner  or  Master] 

of  the  burthen  Tons,  or  thereabouts,  navigated  with 

Men,  which  [Vessel  or  Boat]  the  said  proposes  to  employ  in  the  Business  of 

for  the  Term  of  one  Year  from  the  Date  hereof,  has  this  Day  entered  iijto 
Bonds  at  my  Office,  to  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  of  this  State,  agreeable  to  a 
Law  of  the  same,  intitled,  'An  Act  for  estahlishing  a  Naval  Ofp,ce,  and  for  ascertaining 
the  Fees' — The  said  [Vessel  or  Boat]  has  therefore  hereby  full  Sufferance  to  pass  or  re- 
pass from  any  Port,  Harbour  or  Place,  to  any  other  Harl)our  or  Place,  within  this  State, 
for  the  Term  of  one  Year  from  the  Date  hereof,  and  no  longer. 

Given  tinder  my  TJaiid  and  Seal  of  Office,  the  Day  of  in  the 

Year  of  our  LORD,  One  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Seventv 

Naval- Officer."* 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct.  18"'.  1777+ 

"Whereas  this  Court  on  the  twenty'  second  Day  of  November  last  —  Resolved  That  the 
Naval  Officers  for  the  several  Ports  in  this  State  should  hold  their  Offices  only  for  the 
Term  of  one  Year  —  and  Whereas  the  Time  for  which  the  said  Naval  Officers  were 
clioscn  will  expire  in  November  ne.xt  —  and  it  is  not  i)robable  this  Court  will  be  then 
hitting,  and  their  choice  cannot  therefore  be  then  renewed  — 

Resolved  That  the  said  Naval  Officers  be  &  hereby  are  severally  impowerd  to  hold  & 
execute  their  Offices  until  they  shall  be  rechosen  by  this  Court  or  until  others  shall  be 
chosen  in  their  stead 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Warren  Spk^ 

In  Council  Oct'-  18M777    Read  &  Concurred  JnV  Avery  Dy  Secy 

Consented  to." — [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council]. — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  215, p.  433. 

No  choice  of  a  naval  officer,  under  the  following  resolvet  has  bee  i  discovered :  — 

"  Feb.  4,  1778.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Tisbury  in  Dulse's  County,  Setting  forth  the  great  Incon- 
veniency  that  thej'  labour  under  for  want  of  a  Naval  Officer. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Naval  Officer  appointed  in  Duke's  County  for  the. pur- 
pose of  Entering  and  Clearing  such  Vessels  as  go  in  or  out  at  the  several  Ports  and  Har- 
bours in  said  County,  Agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  this  State.  In  Council  Read  and  Con- 
curred. Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the  Council." — Council  Records,  vol.  XXXVIIL, p. 
288. 

Chap.  23.  "At  a  legal  Meeting  of  y«.  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of  Pearson-Town,  at 
the  House  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Philbrick  Inhold''.  in  s".  Town,  y?  15"'  day  of  July.  AD. 
1776.— 

2''  article.  Voted  &  Granted  for  the  purpose  of  Supporting  a  School  in  S"^.  Township 
agreeable  to  the  intention  of  y^'.  Original  grant,  three  thirty  Acre  lots  numbcr'd  129,  134 
&  135. — a  strip  of  Land  containing 30  Acres  more  or  less  iying  between  the  100  acre  lot  in 
the  first  Division  of  100  acre  lots  number'd  71.  &  y"  'two  30  acre  lots  numbcr'd  133  & 
140.  another  piece  of  Land  containing  50  Acres  more  or  less  bounded  South  Westerly  by 
Saco  River,  N.  Easterly  by  y-'.  100  Acre  lot  in  the  first  Division  of  100  Acre  lots  N"  79. 
&  by  the  lots  77,  &  98.  at  each  end,  together  with  and  in  addition  to  the  30  Acre  lot  N". 
37  granted  for  that  purpose  March  31*'.  1767.  in  lieu  of  said  30  acre  lot  first  laid  out  for  a 
School  lot.— 

further  Voted  that  Brig^  Preble  &  Sara'.  Freeman  Esq  or  either  of  them  apply  to  the 
General  Court  in  order  to  Obtain  a  Confirmation  of  y=  above  Vote  &  Grant,  &  of  his  the 
s^'.  Titcombs  &  Richardsons  titles  to  y"  s''.  30  Acre  Lot  originally  Granted  for  a  School 
lot,— the  principal  Inhabitants  of  S'i.  Pearson-Town  having  signit'yed  their  Consent  & 
Desire  of  the  same. — 

Cumberlan      ss    |  Falmouth  Aug' 24"' 1776 

The  within  is  a  True  Coppey  from  the  Proprietors  Book  of  Records. 

Att  Benj  Titco.mb  Props  clerk." — 

Mass.  Archives,  vol.  210,  p.  197. 

"Whereas  the  Proprietors  of  Pearsontown  in  the  count}'  of  Cumberland  at  a  legal 
meeting  held  this  day  have  voted  and  granted  several  tracts  of  land  in  said  Township,  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  a  School  there,  in  lieu  of  a  thirty  acre  lot  originally  laid  out  by 
y<^  prop'*,  for  that  purpose,  as  is  fully  expressed  in  said  vote,  we  the  subscribers  principal 
Inhabitants  of  said  Township  hereby  declare  our  plan  to  be  fully  satisfied  &  contented 
with  the  same,  and  our  full  &  free  consent  &  desire  that  said  vote  &  grant  may  De  con- 
Srmed  by  the  great  &  general  Court,  &  y  said  Icnj"  Titcombs  &  David  Richardsons 
dtles  to  said  Thirty  acre  lot  originally  laid  "out  I'ur  a  school  lot,  be  also  coiifu-mcd  to  them 
&  their  heirs. 

Witness  our  hands  July  15"'.  1776. 

Ephm  Jones  Jun"        Ebenezeu  Shaw  Junk    Joun  Sanborn 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  March  session,  chapter  XXXIX. 

+  Ibid.,  September  session,  chapter  CLXII.  t  Ibid.,  January  session,  chapter  CXI. 
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Thomas  Thompson  his 

William  Jones  John  X  wood  Jona.  Philbricx 

Moses  Lowell  mark  Caleb  liowE 

Tho*  Bradbury  John  Cjokson  Michael  Philbuick 

JosiAH  Shaw  John  "Souk  Daniel  cram 

Moses  Richardson    David  Sanborn  Jonathan  Sa-nborn 

David  Richardson    Jeremi/»h  Sanborn        Seth  Hinkley 
John  mcQilx,  Ebene^  Shaw  Sakgant  Shaw 

John  Ayer  Daniel  Sanborn  John  Nicholls 

his  Jn°  Deane  Ephraim  Batcheldor 

JosiAH    X    Bean        Ephm.  Jones  David  Sanborn 

mark  Ge"-  Freeman  John  Pierce 

Peter  MouLTON  James  Moody  Edmund  Fogg." — Ibid.,  p.  196. 

"  State  of  the  Massachu-  )  To  the  honorable  Council  &  honorable  house  of  Kepre- 
setts-Bay  in  New  England  j  sentatives  of  said  state  in  great  &  general  court  assem- 
bled— 
Humbly  shew  the  Proprietors  of  Pearson-town,  so  called,  in  the  county  of  ('uin- 
berland,  that  they  were  under  a  necessity,  in  the  infancy  of  the  settlement  of  that  towii- 
sbip,  in  time  of  an  Indian  war,  &  as  tbe  only  means  to  prevent  the  breaking  up  of  the 
settlement,  to  take  up  a  certain  thirty  acre  lot  of  land  there,  near  the  fort,  before  that  time 
laid  out  as  a  school  lot  aijrceable  to  the  reservation  in  the  original  grant  of  the  township, 
&  to  divide  it  into  five  acre  lots  to  accommodate  the  settlers  &  bring  them  near  together 
&  near  said  fort;  that  the  persons  placed  on  said  lots,  l)y  their  laljour  &  industry,  & 
in  danger  of  their  lives,  cleard  &  brought  the  same  into  a  state  of  cultivation  &  im- 
provement, &  apprehending  they  had  therel^y  acquired  an  equital)le  title  to  them,  sold  tk 
disposed  of  them; — that,  after  sundry  mean  conveyances,  they  are  now  claimed,  by  pur- 
chase, by  Benjamin  Titcomb  &  David  Richardson  Your  Petitioners  further  shew,  that 
they  at  their  legal  meeting  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  last,  desirous,  at  once,  of  comply- 
ing with  said  reservation  in  the  original  grant  of  the  township,  of  giving  content  &  satis- 
faction to  the  Inhabitants,  &of  quieting  the  said  Titcomb  &  Richardson  in  their  titles  & 
possessions  to  &  of  said  thirty  acres,  granted  other  lands,  in  different  parcels  &  places,  in 
the  township,  amounting  to  two  hundred  acres  at  least,  in  lieu  of  said  lot,  &  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  same,  with  which,  the  Inhabitants  are  fully  satisfied,  as  your  Petitioners 
are  ready  to  shew ; 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners,  who  are  joined  in  this  request  by  said  Inhabitants,  humbly 
pray  that  said  Thirty  acre  lot  may  be  confirmed  to  said  Titcemib  &  Richardson,  their  heirs 
&  assigns,  according  to  their  respective  Interests  therein,  &  that  said  equivalent  lands  may 
be  granted  &  confirmed  to  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Township,  for  the  time  being,  forever, 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a  school  or  schools  there.  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty 
bound  shall  ever  pray        by 

'  Jedidiah  Preble  1  their  agent  hereto 
Sam^i-  Freeman,  j  appointed  &  impowei'cd." — Ibid., p.  193. 
Onthel'Zth  of  September,  a  resolve  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
foregoing  petition  be  granted,  and  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  accord- 
ingly. A  bill,  bearing  the  title  of  this  chapter,  was  read  in  the  House,  a  first  time,  on  the 
12th  of  October,  and,  on  the  3Qth,  was  read  a  second  and  third  time,  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  In  the  Council,  after  two  readings,  it  was  passed, 
in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  19th,  and,  on  the  23d,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted 
and  was  signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  24.  The  bill  of  this  chapter,  having  had  three  several  readings  in  the  House,  was 
there  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  (or  concurrence,  on  the  22d  of  November.  No  in- 
formation, respecting  the  action  of  the  Council,  having  reached  the  House,  it  was  sent  for, 
by  message,  on  the  30th  of  November.  No  response  to  this  message  has  been  found;  but, 
on  the  second  of  December,  this  bill  was  read  twice,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  concur- 
rence, and  sent  back  to  the  House.  The  House  immediately  passed  it  to  be  enacted,  and 
returned  it  to  the  Council,  where  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  in  concurrence,  but  not 
being  returned,  at  once,  to  the  House,  it  was  again  sent  for  by  message,  on  the  third,  and 
thereupon  sent  down  to  the  House,  signed  by  fifteen  members  of  the  Council. 

"  Dec.  5,  1776.  M"'.  Pickering  came  up  with  a  Message  from  the  Hon''!"  House  to 
acquaint  the  Board  that  the  House  cannot  agree  with  having  a  Stau^p  upon  the  Notes  for 
the  emission  of  £200^000  in  Notes  as  the  Delay  will  take  up -too  much  Time,  and  also 
brought  up  the  Bill  for  said  Emission." —  Council  Records,  vol.  .YXX  VI.,  p.  272. 

Afterthis  disagreement  the  following  resolve  was  passed,  on  the  same  day,  relative  to 
stamping  notes  of  future  emissions :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  *Resolved,  that  the  Hon'-'"  Council  be  desir'd  to 
cause  to  l)e  procured  as  soon  as  may  be  a  suital)le  Machine,  and  Stamp  for  impressing  a 
mark  on  such  notes  as  may  be  issued,  by  order  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State, 
after  the  same  shall  be  procured— and  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  directed  to 
have  all  the  Notes  i.>sued  after  that  time  stamped,  or  impressed  in  such  manner  as  the 
Council  shall  direct. —  In  Council.  Read,  &  Concurred. —  Consented  to  by  loof  the  Coun- 
s\\."  —  Ibid. 

The  following  order  does  not  appear  to  relate  to  any  other  issue  than  the  £200,000 
authorized  by  this  chapter:  — 

"  Dec.  26,  i776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  tOrder'd,  that  M^  Jeffries,  and  M^ 
Hill  i)e  added  to  the  Committee  for  Countersign  the  Treasurer's  Notes  for  Ijorrowmg 
£1.50,000.  and  that  any  two  of  them  countersign  the  said  notes.  In  Council.  Read,  & 
Concurred. — Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Council."  —  Ibid  ,  p.  343. 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  November  session,  chapter  CXLVI.  t  ^Oid.,  chapter  VI. 
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At  the  maturity  of  the  notes  issued  under  this  chapter  th6  following  resolve*  was 
passed :  — 

"  Dec.  29,  1779.  In  the  House  of  Representatives— Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court 
that  a  considerable  Sum  in  Notes  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  beaime  due  on 
the  Second  of  this  instant  DcccuiIkt  and  no  provision  is  made  to  enable  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  said  Notes  or  the  Interest  thereof — therefore, 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  directed  and  he  is  hereby  accordingly 
directed  to  pay  out  of  such  moneys  as  he  may  have  in  his  hands  any  of  the  aforesaid 
Notes  for  which  payment  may  be  demanded,  and  in  case  the  holder  of  any  of  the  afore- 
said notes  is  not  disposed  to  receive  the  principal,  the  Treasui'er  is  hereby  impowered  and 
directed  in  such  case  to  pay  ihe  Interest  only,  and  the  holder  of  said  Notes  shall  i)c  iniitled 
to  receive  and  the  'J'reasurer  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  pay  the  Interest  of  said 
Notes  annually  until  the  Note  or  Notes  shall  be  paid. —  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred 
Consented  to  by  tifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  XL.,  p.  206. 

Chap.  25.  "  Oct.  31,  1776.  Francis  Dana,  Esq;  brought  down  from  the  Hon.  Board,  a 
bill,  intitled,  '  An  act  for  preventing  the  operation  of  an  act,  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
1770,  intitled, '  An  act  for  repealing  the  several  laws  now  in  force,  which  relate  to  the  limit- 
ation of  persorfal  actions,  and  for  the  limitation  of  personal  actions  for  the  future,  and 
forwarding  suits  at  law'." —  Ilousa  Journal, p.  140. 

"  Oct.  31, 1776.  A  Bill  intitled, '  An  Act  for  preventing  the  Operation  of  an  Act  made  in 
the  year  or  our  LORD  1770,  intitled  '  An  Act  for  repealing  the  several  Laws  now  in 
Force,  which  relate  to  the  Liinitatiuu  of  personal  Actions  and  for  the  Lnnitation  of  Per- 
sonal Actions  for  tUe  future  and  for  avoiding  Suits  at  Law,'  having  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  be  Engross'd  In  Council,  having  had  two  several  Readings  passd  a 
Concurrence  to  l)e  Engross'd."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX  VI.,  p.  100. 

'•  Dec.  3,  1776.  An  Engross'd  Bill  intitled*  An  Act  for  preventing  the  Operation  of  An 
Act  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1770  intitled  *  An  Act  for  repealing  the  several  Laws 
now  in  Force  which  relate  to  the  limitation  of  personal  Actions,  and  for  the  limitation  of 
personal  Actions  for  the  future,  and  for  avoiding  suits  at  Law,'  having  had  three  several 
Readings  in  the  House  of  Representatives  pass'd  to  be  Enacted. — In  Council,  having  had 
t\V(j  several  Readings  pass'd  a  Concurrence  to  be  Enacted." —  Ibid.,  p.  250. 

"  State  of" Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany.  31*!'  1777  tWhereas 
many  Persons  wore  aljsent  in  the  Service  of  the  united  States  of  America  at  the  Time 
when  the  Resolve  respecting  the  Revival  of  Actions  in  the  Superiour  Court,  &c  in  this  State 
passed  the  general  Court  &  others  were  not  apprized  thereof  It  is  resolved  that  any  Per- 
son who  was  concerned  in  any  Action  which  by  said  Resolve  might  have  been  revived  at 
the  next  Superiour  Court  in  each  County  respectively  &  has  not  brought  forward  the  same, 
may  have  Liberty  to  eater  his  Action  or  Complaint  as  the  Case  may  be  at  the  Superiour 
Court  for  the  County  where  such  Action  was  pending  at  any  Term  which  shall  happen 
within  twelve  Months  from  the  first  Day  of  February  next  &  the  same  Proceedings  shall 
be  had  thereon  as  if  the  same  had  been  entered  at  the  next  Term  after  the  passing  said  Re- 
solve—  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Waurem  Spk^ 

In  Council  Feb>' 1 '•  1777    Read  &  Concurred  J.v"  Avery  Dpv  Sec>' 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  seventeen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  212,  p.  234. 

Chap.  26.  For  names  of  the  signers  of  the  bills  emitted  under  this  act,  see  note  to  chap. 
28,  post. 

Chap.  28.  This  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  as  early  as  October  14th,  and, 
on  the  19th,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  to  the  Council,  for 
concui-rence.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  acted  upon  by  the  Council,  until  December 
0th,  when,  after  two  readings,  it  was  passed,  in  conem-rence,  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  next 
day  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

"State  of  Ma.'isachusetts-Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Des  7-  1776  Voted 
+That  Joseph  Henderson,  Diunmer  Jewett,  Thomas  Ivers,  Nehemiah  Abbot,  Ezra  Sergeut, 
ileiiderson  Inches,  Jonathan  Hastings  juu'',  and  David  Cheevers,  bo  a  Com'™  for  Signing 
and  numbring  the  bills  to  be  einitt'i  iiy  Virtue  of  an  act  for  the  Emission  of  .£75000  —  and 
also  the  bills  to  be  emitted  by  Virtue  of  the  act  for  the  Emission  of  .i'20,034.  Sent  up  for 
Concurrence  Sam';    Freem.\n   Speakr  P  T 

In  Council  Dec".  7'   177G    Read  &  Concurr'd  '  .Jonx  AviniY  Dep>' Sec*' 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  211,  />.  352. 

This  was  the  last  act  for  emitting  bills  that  were  not  to  replace  bills  already  issued 
either  by  the  Legislature  of  JNlassachusetts  or  the  (Continental  Congress,  passed  in  this  state 
before  the  Constitution.  —  See  note  to  1777-78,  chap  7. 

Chap.  31.  The  following  re.solve  having  been  passed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  a 
joint  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and  report  thereon :  — 

'•  Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  in  these  colonies, 
whether  assemblies  or  convt'iitions,  to  pass  acts  or  ordinances,  prohibiting  the  arrests  of 
continental  soldiers  for  small  debts;  and  in  order  that  the  same  rule  may  pervade  all  the 
colonies,  that  no  soldier  be  arrested  at  the  suit  of  any  of  his  creditors,  unless  the  said  cred- 
itor make  oath,  that  the  said  soldier  is  justly  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  thirty-five 
dollars  over  and  above  all  discounts;  and  that  the  estate  of  no  such  soldier  Ije  lial)lc  to 
attachment  at  the  suit  of,  or  for  the  benefit  of  all  his  creditors,  unless  theu'  debts  in  the 
whole,  on  Ijeing  ascertained  by  their  oaths,  shall  amount  to  more  than  one  hundi'ed  and 
fifty  dollars."  —  Journals  of  Congress:  Dec.  26,  1775. 

The  above  committee  reported  to  the  House,  as  early  as  Jan.  29,  1776,  as  follows  :  — 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LVI.  f  Ibid.,  December  session,  chapter  CXXXV. 

I  Ibid.,  Kovember  Bession,  chapter  CLXUI. 
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"ith.  That  a  Bill  be  brousbt  in  prohibiting  the  Ai-rests  of  Soldiers  la  the  Continental 
Army,  and  the  Attachment  of  their  Estates  for  small  Debts."  —  House  Journal,  p.  219. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Godfrey  and  Mills,  of  the  House,  and  Sever,  of  the 
Council,  was  thereupon  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  accordingly.  An  ineffectual  attempt 
was  made,  in  the  House,  the  next  day,  to  procure  tlie  insertion  of  a  "  provision  to  prevent 
desertion  from  the  army,  and  any  person  from  harbouring  deserters." 

Before  any  further  action  was  taken  npon  the  subject  of  this  bill,  a  letter  was  received 
from  Gen.  Gates,  which  led  to  the  passage  of  the  resolve,  given  below,  exempting  enlisted 
soldiers  from  arrest  in  actions  of  trespass.    This  resolve  wa's  reported  by  James  Sullivan  : — 

"  Apr.  1,  1776.  Whereas  this  Court  has  received  Information  that  John  Parlk,  the  Dep- 
uty-Quarter-Master-General of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  Richard  Duff, /tis 
Clerk,  are  arrested  at  the  Suit  of  William  Thompson  Merchant,  in  an  Action  of  Tresjtass, 
loherein  the  said  Thompson,  Complains  that  the  said  John  and  Richard  broke,' and  entered 
his  Dwelling-IIouse,  and  made  an  Assault  on  his  Person,  and  broke  his  Household  Furni- 
ture in  said  House  being —  and,  it  being  suggested  to  this  Court,  that  the  said  John  and 
Richard  entered  said  House  by  Order  of  tJ'ieir  superior  Officer,  to  quarter  Soldiers  (here, 
a7id  it  appearing  to  said  Court,  that  in  the  present  State  of  our  public  Affairs,  the  pro- 
ducing Suits  against  Persons  employed  in  said  Army  for  their  entering  the  Houses  and 
Enclosures  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  in  support  of  said  Army  icould  have  a 
Tendency  more  Dangerous  than  the  suspending  such  Suits  for  the  present : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  no  Suit  produced  or  prosecuted,  nor  any 
Writ  or  Precept  served  on  any  Officer  or  private  Soldier  now  in,  or  that  have  been  in  tlie 
Army  aforesaid,  the  last  or  present  Campaign,  for  any  Entry  by  them  made  on  Houses  or 
Lands  in  this  Colony,  while  they  were  in  the  Service  of  the  said"  Colonies,  and  all  Sheriffs 
and  other  Officers  are  commanded  to  take  Notice  and  govern  themselves  accordingly,  and 
that  they  do  not  execute  or  return  any  Writ  against  such  Person  now  in  their  Hands,  or 
that  shall  hereafter  be  delivered  them,  until  this  Court  shall  further  consider  of  this  Mat- 
ter and  re-consider  this  Resolve."  —  Ibid.,  p.  68. 

Here  the  matter  of  exempting  soldiers  fi-om  arrest  seems  to  have  lieen  allowed  to  sub- 
side, until  Feb.  4, 1777,  when  a  bill,  which  had  been  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  Council, 
was  sent  to  the  House,  for  concxuTcnce.  The  House  proposed  amendments,  striking  out 
the  words  "the  fifteen  battalions  allotted  by  the  American  Congress  as  the  quota  of  this 
state  for  reinforcing,"  after  the  word  "raising,"  in  the  preamble,  and  adding  the  second 
section.  These  amendmends  were  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  whicli,  in  turn,  proposed 
amendments,  changing  "fifth"  to  "  seventh,"  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  section,  and  in- 
serting the  word  "further,"  in  the  second  enacting  clause.  These  amendments  being  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  in  concurrence,  on  the  seventh, 
and  was  signed,  though  by  only  six  of  the  Council ;  notwithstanding  which,  its  authority 
seems  never  to  have  been  questioned. 

By  the  following  resolves,  the  exemption  was  extended  to  cases  of  all  debts  contracted 
since  enlistment,  and  to  all  debts  contracted  previous  to  enlistment  under  £15  in 
amount :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  S"',  1777  *Rc- 
solved  that  no  Soldier  inlisted  into  the  Contenental  Army  shall  be  arrested  for  any  Debt 
which  he  has  contracted  or  may  contract  after  his  Enlistment.  — 

Resolved  that  any  such  Soldier,  who  may  have  Ijcen  already  arrested  for  any  debt  con- 
tracted since  his  Inlistment,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  his  Commanding  Officer,  "be  immedi- 
ately released,  the  said  Officer  paying  all  Charges  then  arisen  on  the  Suit —  which  Officer 
is  to  lay  his  Account  before  the  General  Court,  or  in  the  Recess  thereof  before  the  Council 
for  immediate  payment. 

Resolved  that  no  Soldier  inlisted  into  the  Continental  Army  shall  be  Arrested  for  any 
Debt  by  him  contracted  previous  to  his  Inlistment  unless  it  amounts  to  more  than  Fifteen 
pounds  to  be  ascertained  as  is  prescribed  in  an  Act  of  this  State  intitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent 
the  Arresting  Soldiers  for  Small  Debts,  who  have  inlisted  or  shall  inlist  into  the  Continental 
Army  any  Act  or  Resolve  of  this  State  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence —  J    Warren  Spkr. 

In  Council  May  8'.  1777  Read  &  Concurred  Jn<>  Avery  Dpy  Secy 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  214, p.  30. 

This  act  was  intended  to  ai3ply  only  to  soldiers  enlisted  in  the  campaign  then  projected. 
At  a  later  period,  therefore,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  extend  the  exemption  to  soldiers 
enlisted  in  a  subsequent  campaign,  which  was  done  by  the  following  resolve  t :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  Honse  of  Representatives  June  ?.S  :  17<'<  Whereas 
some  detriment  may  arise  to  the  Publick  if  some  provision  is  not  made  to  hold  the  men 
from  being  arrested  for  Debts  who  have  or  may  voluntarily  Inlist  or  that  have  been  or 
may  be  drafted  to  Reinforce  the  Continental  Army  the  present  Campaign. 

Resolved,  That  any  jjcrson  who  has  or  may  Voluntaril}'  Inlist,  or  that  have  been  and  may 
be  drafted  to  Reinforce  the  Continental  Army  the  present  Campaign,  shall  not  be  liable  to 
be  arrested  for  any  Debt  by  him  contracted  —  During  the  Time  for  which  he  is  so  inlisted  or 
Drafted.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Jou.v  Hancock  spk'' 

In  Council  June  '23<i.  1780    Read  &  Concurred  Johx  Avery  D  Sec 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. — Ibid.,  vol.  228,  p.  433. 

Chap.  32.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  description,  in  the  following  resolves  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  of  persons  owing  allegiance  to  the  state,  waa  substantially  adopted  in  the 
first  section  Of  this  chapter :  —  [See,  further,  1778-70,  chaps.  9  and  24,  and  notes,  post. 

"Resolved,  That  all  persons' al)iding  within  any  of  the  Upited-Colonies  and  deriving 
protection  from  the  laws  of  the  same  owe  allegiance  to  the  said  laws,  and  are  members  of 
such  colony ;  and  that  all  persons  passing  through,  visiting  or  making  a  temporary  stay 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  March  session,  chapter  CCXIII.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  OXL 
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in  any  of  the  said  colonies,  being  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  laws  during  the  time  of 
such  passage,  visitation  or  temporary  stay,  owe  during  the  same  allegiance  thereto : 

That  all  persons  members  of,  or  owing  allegiance  to  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  as 
before  descril)ed,  who  shall  levy  war  against  any  of  the  said  colonies  within  tiic  same,  or 
be  adherent  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  other  enemies  of  the  said  Colonics  or  any  of 
them  within  the  same  giving  to  him  or  them  aid  and  comfort,  are  guilty  of  treason  against 
such  colony : 

That  it  l)e  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  United  Colonies  to  pass  laws 
for  punishing,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  such  persons  before  described, 
as  shall  be  proveably  attainted  of  open  deed  by  people  of  their  condition  of  any  of  the 
treasons  before  described."  —  Journals  of  Congress :  June  24,  1776. 

On  the  third  of  September,  by  a  concurrent  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  Assembly,  the 
conmiittee,  ajjpointed  in  July,  to  take  into  consideration  the  test-act  of  the  previous  year 
(see  note  to  1775-76,  chap.  21,  ante),  were  empowered  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  to  high 
treason,  and  "  enjoined  to  sit  forthwith."  On  the  2.^th  of  October,  the  Council,  in  response 
to  a  message  from  the  House,  replied  that  the  committee  had  not  reported  a  bill.  On  the 
ninth  of  November,  the  House  appointed  Mr.  Sullivan,  upon  the  committee,  in  place  of 
Mr.  Cooper,  who  was  absent;  and,  ten  days  later,  the  House  sent  a  message  to  the  Coun- 
cil, informing  the  Board  that  it  was  their  desire  that  they  would  enjoin  the  committee  "to 
sit  forthwith."  This  request  was  repeated  on  the  2.5th;  whereupon  the  Council  replied 
that  the  committee  had  reported  a  bill,  which  they  had  under  consideration;  that  the  bill 
had  had  one  reading,  and  th,it  a  time  had  been  assigned  for  a  second  reading.  The  date 
of  the  first  reading  was  November  20th,  and  of  the  second  reading,  November  25th,  when 
it  was  ])assed  to  be  engrossed  and  was  sent  to  the  House  for  concurrence. 

On  the  seventh  of  January,  the  House  passed  the  bill,  in  concurrence,  to  be  en- 
grossed, with  fourteen  amendments,  the  most  important  of  which  were  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "within  or  without  the  limits  of  this  state,"  twice  in  section  two;  also  of  the 
clause,  in  section  nine,  relating  to  the  forfeiture  of  goods  and  ciiattels;  the  changing  of  the 
number  of  peremptory  challenges,  in  section  thirteen,  from  thirty-flve  to  twenty-three, 
and,  finally,  to  twenty;  and  the  substitution  of  the  words  "immediately  upon  such 
attainder,"  in  section  twenty-two,  for  the  words  "  without  any  oflice  found  of  the  same." 

The  following  sui)stitute  for  section  twenty-four  was  rejected;  but  the  otber  amend- 
ments, proposed,  were  adopted  upon  the  report  of  a  committee  of  conference  appointed  on 
the  28th  of  January  :  — 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  any  Person  who  shall 
commit. or  be  attainted  of  Treason  or  Misprision  of  Treason,  at  any  time  —  in  any  Recess 
of  the  General  Court  of  this  State  may  be  reprieved  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Authority 
thereof  until  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  then  next  sitting  of  said  General  Court  and  no 
longer  —  But  no  Pardon  shall  be  at  any  time  granted,  in  any  such  Case,  but  only  by  the 
General  Court  for  the  time  being  by  Warrant  under  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State." 

The  bill  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  Council,  on  the  31st,  and,  on  the  next  day,  it  was 
passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  enacted. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  Council  April  14.'  1778 
*Whereas  there  is  now  Confined  in  the  Goals  in  the  Counties  of  Hampshire  &  Berkshire 
Sundry  persons  who  were  taken  with  our  Enemies  &  in  Arnies  against  the  United  Ameri- 
can States.    And  it  being  of  great  importance  to  these  States  that  such  PaiTicides  should  * 
Receive  Adequate  Punishment  Therefore 

Resolved  that  the  Attorney  General  of  this  State  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  At  the 
next  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  &c  to  be  holden  at  Northampton  within  &  for  the 
Counties  of  Hampshire  &  Berkshire  to  bring  forward  Process  for  High  Treason  Against  all 
such  persons  Inhal)itance  of  this  State  as  have  been  taken  in  Armes  with  the  Enemies  of 
the  United  States,  and  Are  now  Confined  in  the  Goals  in  the  Counties  of  Hampshire  & 
Berkshire.  And  the  Justices  of  said  Court  are  hereby  directed  to  hear  and  determine 
thereon  Agreeable  to  the  act  of  this  State  Against  Treason  &c 

Sent  down  foV  Concurrence  Jn°  Avery  Dr  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  15"'  1778     Read  &  concurrd 

J  Pitts  Spk""  P  Temp 
Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  i)y  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Masj.  Archives,  vol.  218,  p.  18. 
"State  of  Massachusetts-Bay.  In  the  house  of  Representatives,  April  29"',  1778. 
t  Whereas  in  the  late  Act  against  Treason  &c  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  in  the  year  1 777,  there  is  a  Clause  which  Enacts,  '  That  no  person  upon  whom  Sen- 
tence or  Judgment  of  Death  shall  be  passed  or  given  by  the  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  Judicature,  Court  of  Assize  and  General  Goal  delivery,  shall  lie  executed  &  put  to 
Death  in  pursuance  of  such  Judgment,  before  the  whole  Record  of  such  proceedings  or 
Case  be  certified  Ijy  the  Clerk  of  the  same  Court  under  the  Seal  thereof,  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  authoritv  of  this  State,  nor  until  a  Warrant  shall  be  issued  bv  the  said 
Supreme  PIxecutive  Authority,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State,  with  a  Copy  of  the 
Record  thereunto  annexed,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  tlie  Ct)iinty  wherein  the  Trial  of  the 
Person  so  attainted  as  aforesaid,  was  had,  cominanding  the  same  Slicritf  to  cause  Execu- 
tion to  be  done  upon  the  Person  so  attainted  as  aforesaid,  in  all  Things  according  to  the 
Judgment  agai-nst  him.  And  the  Sheriff  to  whom  such  Warrant  shall  be  directed,  is 
hereby  authorized  &  requirecl  to  execute  the  Same  in  due  r)rm  of  Law.' 

Concerning  which  said  Clause,  doubts  have  arisen,  whether  it  ought  to  be  construed  so 
as  to  extend  to  all  Cases  whatsoever  upon  whom  such  Sentence  shall  pass;  Or  whether  it 
shall  be  restricted  to  such  Persons  only  who  have,  or  shall  have  such  Judgment  passed 
upon  them  by  virtue  of  said  Act. 

For  preventing  such  Doubts  in  future,  it  is  hereby  Resolved,  That  said  Clause  was 
intended,  &  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  all  Persons,  in  all  Cases  whatsoever,  upon 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XL VI.  ^  Ibid.,  chapter  CXXXII. 
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whom  8uch  Sentence  of  Death  hath,  or  shall  pass,  other  than  those  convicted  by  virtue  of 
said  Act.    Sent  up  for  concurrence  J  Pitts  Spkr  p  Tem. 

In  Council  April  29'.  1778    Head  &  ConcuiTcd  John  Aveky  D^  Secy 

Consented  to."  —  [Signed  by  eight*  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  ]}.  3G9. 

Chap.  33.    "  State  of  the  )         To  the  Honoral)le  Council  and  House  of  Representitives 
Mass?  Bay   j  in  General  Court  Assembled  Aug^',  '28tii.  1776 

The  memorial  of  Jonathan  Cogswell  jun'  Isaac  Dodge  &  Charles  Smith  Field  Officers 
of  the  Third  Regiment  of  militia  in  the  County  of  Essex.     Sheweth 

That  there  has  bin  for  a  loni^  Term  of  Time  a  Troop  of  Horse  belonging  to  the  afore- 
said Regiment,  And  your  Memorialist  not  knowing  but  that  a  Troop  of  Horse  would  be 
Allow'd  of,  did  give  Orders  for  said  Troop  to  Convene,  and  Elect  their  Officers,  And 
when  so  convened  they  did  elect  Robert  Perkins  Elisha  Brown  Jun''.  John  Pearson  & 
Palatiah  Brown  for  their  Officers,  whose  names  where  lodged,  in  the  Secretary's  OtBee, 
with  those  of  the  foot  Companies. 

That  we  have  sence  understood  that  there  is  no  provision  made  for  an}'  Troop  of  Horse, 
only  in  the  County  of  Worcester  But  as  the  aforesaid  Troop,  had  no  Voice,  in  the  choieo 
of  the  Officers  in  the  foot  Companies,  we  apprehend  they  will  not  willingly  do  Duty  in 
said  Companies,  And  they  are,  so  Remotly  Sitiuitcd  from  each  other,  that  they  will  not 
be  able  to  form  a  foot  Company  with  any  Conveniency.  And  they  have  bin  always  ready 
and  have  Raised  their  proportion  of  JJen  Call'd  for,  and  they  are  Desireous  that  they 
might  be  Allowed  to  Ride 

Wherefore  your  Memorialist  Humbly  prays  that  the  aforesaid  Troop  mipht  be  Allowed 
of.  And  the  aforesaid  Officers  Commissioiiated  and  put  under  such  Regulations,  as  the 
Honorable  Court  shall  think  proper.  And  your  ^Icmorialist  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever 
Pray. —  Jon->  Cogswell  Jun?. 

Ipswich  Sep*.  9. 1776  Isa.\c  Dodge 

CuAELLS  S.MiTH."  —  Ibid  ,  vol.  210,  j9  353. 

The  foregoing  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Council,  Sept.  13,  177G.  It  was  referred  to 
a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Holten,  of  the  Council,  appointed  that  daj',  and  Messrs. 
Dix  and  Turner,  of  the, House,  appointed  three  days  later. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  the  committee  reported  to  the  Council,  ''  as  their  opinion,  that 
the  mcmoralists  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  lor  the  purposes  mentioned"  in  their  me- 
morial. This  report  was  forthwith  accepted,  and  a  resolve  was  passed  in  accordance 
therewith,  in  which  the  House  concurred. 

No  further  proceedings  on  this  memorial  have  been  discovered,  until  March  II,  1777, 
when  a  bill  for  the  purpose  prayed  for  was  jiassed,  in  the  House,  to  be  engrossed,  after 
having  been  read  three  times.  It  was  sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence,  the  same  day. 
Five  amendments  were  proposed  .by  the  Council,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the  House 
on  the  I2th,  and,  on  the  19th,  the  act  was  passed  and  signed. 

Chap.  34.  The  prayer  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  "  on  or  near  St.  George's 
River,"  resulted  in  the  enactment  of  chapter  17,  which,  as  will  be  seen  on  a  comparison  of 
their  petition  (note  to  chapter  17,  a7ite)  with  the  act  aforesaid,  was  not  a  compliance  with 
their  request.  The  reasons  of  the  failure  of  the  petitioners  to  secure  such  legislation  as 
•  they  asked  for,  appear  in  the  petition  below ;  and  the  proceedings  which  ensued  there- 

upon, also  given  hereunder,  show  the  steps  .leading  to  the  enactment  of  the  present  chap- 
ter, which  was  intended  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  original  petitioners :  — 

"  State  of  iMassachusetts  ^  The  Memorial  of  Mason  Wheaton  to  the  Hoiible  the 
Bay  ^  Council  and  the  Honble  the  House  of  Representatives  of 

said  State  in  General  Court  assembled — 

Your  Memorialist  would  humbly  represent  to  the  Honble  Court  the  Misconduct  of  Cap'. 
Samuel  Gragg  &  the  Imposition  on  the  Hofible  Court  by  him,  in  hismaletreatment  of  me 
&  divers  Inhabitants  on  the  Easterly  Side  of  S'.  George's  River — 

In  July  last  your  Memoralist  with  thirty  six  others  on  the  Easterly  Side  of  said  S'. 
Georges  River  petitioned  the  Hoiible  Court  praying  that  We  &  our  Lands  might  be  incor- 
porated into  a  Township,  whereupon  the  Hoiible  Court  ordered  us  to  notify  the  other 
Inhaliitants  of  said  S'.  Georges  ))y  serving  them  with  a  Copy  of  said  Petition  &  the  order 
of  Court  thereon,  that  they  might  shew  Cause  if  any  they  had  on  the  ihird  Tuesday  of 
the  then  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court  why  the  Prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted. 
The  Petition  we  sent  by  Col.  Gushing  of  Pownalborough  &  none  of  us  were  present- 
said  Gragg  being  then  at  Watcrtown  went  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  as  I  have  been  credible 
informed  &  took  said  order  of  Court  to  bring  tons,  but  neglected  ever  to  deliver  the 
same  to  cither  of  us  &  secreted  the  same  by  which  means  we  were  iiniorant  of  the  time 
when  we  were  to  be  heard^ust  licfore  the  appointed  time  we  accidentally  heard  that 
there  was  to  be  a  hearing  but  lincw  not  the  time — we  however  sent  up  Mr  l';iisha  Snow  to 
suiiport  said  Petition,  but  the  Court  having  at  that  time  matters  of  greater  Moment  before 
them  could  not  attend  to  private  Affairs.  IJpon  ^^■hich  said  M''.  Snov/  left  his  Papers  with 
M''  Murray  a  Member  of  the  Honble  ('ourt  «  ho  iiromised  if  another  Day  was  appointed 
for  a  Hearing  he  would  endeavour  we  should  be  notified  thereof,  but  we  were  never  in- 
formed by  ]\I''.  Murray  or  any  other  Person  that  a  further  time  was  appointed— Nor  did  wc 
hear  anything  further  of  the  Matter  till  in  October,  when  to  our  Great  surprize  and 
Damage  Ave  ^verc  informed  that  said  Gragg  &  one  Cap'.  M'^^Lean  of  Milton  petitioned  the 
Hofible  Court  that  the  Inhabitants  with  their  Lands  on  the  West  Side  of  said  S'.  Georges 
might  be  incorporated  into  a  Township  &  unknown  to  us  included  your  Mcmoralists  & 

*  See  notes  on  p.  651,  ante. 
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six  other  Families  with  our  Lands  within  the  Bounds  of  said  Township,  utterly  against 
our  Wills  &  much  to  our  Damage  as  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  Petition  accompanying  this 
Memorial — 

The  Town  of  Warren  has  more  Inhabitants  &  much  more  and  better  Lands  without  us 
than  the  Petitioners  on  the  Eastern  Side  of  said  River  hath  with  us — 

Your  Memorialist  would  further  represent  that  said  Gragg,  in  order  to  injure  the  Char- 
acter of  your  Memorialist,  in  a  Petition  presented  the  Honble  Court  in  July  last  set  forth 
that  he  was  in  Possession  of  certain  Lands  Ijelonging  to  Thomas  Flucker  &  others  &  that 
he  refused  to  put  tlie  same  under  the  Care  &  Direction  of  the  Committee,  which  your 
Memorialist  can  make  appear  an  absolute  Falshood  by  the  Testimony  of  the  Committee 
themselves  accompanying  this  memorial 

The  Land  prayed  for  to  be  incorporated  is  contained  within  the  Yellow  Lines  in  the 
Plan  on  the  East  Side  of  the  River,  and  the  Land  on  the  West  Side  of  the  black  line  within 
the  Yellow  lines  is  the  Land  incorporated  in  the  Town  of  Warren 

Mason  Wheaton." —  Mass. 
Archu-eSyVol.  181,  p.  128 

"  Elisha  Snow  of  Lawful  Age  Testifieth  and  Saith,  That  sometime  in  the  Summer  past 
a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  on  and  near  St  Georges  River,  did  prefer  a  Petition  to  the 
Honourable  the  General  Court  praying  that  they  might  be  incorporated  into  a  Township. 
That  a  Report  prevailed  amongst  us,  that  the  said  Petition  was  to  have  a  hearing  on  the 
seventeenth  Day  of  September  last,  in  consequence  of  which  this  Deponent  was  chosen 
Agent  for  said  Inhabitants,  and  attended  the  Court  on  that  Business  But  was  there  in- 
fcrm'd  by  the  Rev^'.  M  ■■.  Murrey  then  a  member  of  the  genera  Court  that  the  Matter  could 
not  have  a  hearing  on  that  Day,  neither  was  there  any  other  Day  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  M''.  Murrey  told  me  that  if  he  could  obtain  an  Appointment  of  a  certain  Day  for 
the  Hearing,  he  would  send  me  Word  that  I  might  attend;  however  I  never  had  any  In- 
teligence  fi'om  him,  or  in  any  other  way,  of  there  being  such  an  appointment,  therefore 
could  not  attend    And  further  saith  not  p  Elisha  Sxow 

Lincoln  ss  December  17, 1776.  Then  the  above  named  Elisha  Snow  appeared  personally 
and  made  Oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  above  written  Deposition  by  him  Subscribed 

before  me    Waterjiax  Thomas    Justice  of  Peace." — Ibid.,  p.  124. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  in  general  Comt  assembled 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  a  Tract  of  Land  lying  on  and  near  to  St 
Georges  River  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  Humbly  Sheweth,  That  your  Petitioners  with  a 
Number  of  other  Persons,  did  sometime  past,  prefer  a  Petition  to  the  Honourable  Court, 
therein  praying,  that  we,  with  our  Lands  might  be  Incorporated  into  a  Township ;  but 
through  some  inattention  or  neglect,  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  hath  not  been  granted, 
and  also  we  understand  that  several  Persons  then  Petitioners  with  us,  are  with  then-  Lands 
annexed  to  another  Town  without  their  Knowledge  or  Consent,  and  utterly  against  their 
inclination;  The  particular  Reasons  for  their  and  our  desiring  to  be  joined  in  a  Township, 
are  Because  we  are  of  the  same  Opinion  as  to  the  form  of  Church  Government,  that  is 
Congregationals  (whereas  the  most  of  the  Inhabitants  with  which  they  are  incorporated 
are  of  the  Presbiterian  way)  The  Tract  of  Land  also  is  very  conveniently  scituated,  & 
not  over  large,  being  but  little  more  than  the  Contents  of  Six  Miles  square,  viz.  about 
twenty  foiu-  Thousand  eight  Hundred  &  twenty  acres  but  exclusive  of  those  Families  & 
theu-  Lands  which  are  taken  off  from  us,  and  annexed  to  the  other  Township,  we  have  but 
about  nineteen  thoirsand  four  Hundred  &  fifty  acres,  which  we  apprehend  is  much  too 
small  for  a  Township,  neither  is  there  any  Islands  or  other  Lands  that  can  conveniently 
be  annexed  to  us  (without  including  some  Inhabitants  without  their  Consent,  which  we 
desu'e  not  to  do)  whereas  the  Town  now  incorporated  by  the  Name  of  Warren  contains 
above  Sixty  Square  ^Iiles  viz.  about  thirty  eight  Thotisand  eight  Hundred  and  thirty 
acres.  A  due  Consideration  of  these  Facts  we  humbly  apprehend,  will  induce  your 
Honours  to  discontinue  that  incorporating  Act  so  far  as  relates  to  those  Families.  And 
to  shun  the  many  inconvcniencies  to  which  unincorporated  Plantations  are  exposed,  and 
jirocure  the  Benefits  arising  from  Incorporation  which  v/e  apprehend  will  greatly  increase 
the  growth  of  this  Place ;  Youi-  Petitioners  pray,  that  the  said  Tract  of  Land,  Bounded  as 
followeth  viz.  Northwesterly  by  a  Line  beginning  at  St  Georges  River  at  the  westerly 
Corner  of  John  Alexander's  Lot,  from  thence  running  as  his  Line  runs  North  thirty  two 
Degrees  East  about  seven  Miles  to  the  Township  called  Camden  belonging  to  the  twenty 
associates  called  the  Lincolnshu-e  Company;  westerlj'  by  St  Georges  River;  South- 
westerly by  a  Line  Beginning  at  a  Spruce  Tree  marked  Number  twenty  three  and  twenty 
four  on  the  Neck  the  Eastern  Side  of  St  Georges  River,  thence  running  East  South  East 
lietween  the  Lots  Numl^er  twenty  three  and  twenty  four  across  said  Neck  about  three 
Miles  to  the  Sea  Shore,  Southeasterly  by  Muscle  Ridge  Bay,  so  called,  Eastwardly  by 
Owls  Head  Bay,  and  Northeasterly  about  five  Miles  by  Camden  Line  aforesaid,  to  where 
it  intersects  the  Line  first  mentioned,  said  Camden  Line  runs  from  the  Sea  Shore  or  Owls 
Head  Bay  at  a  place  called  Clam  Cove  Neck  a  North  west  by  North  Course ;  together 
with  all  the  Islands  that  lieth  within  three  miles  of  the  Main  Land,  and  within  the  Direc- 
tion of  the  Lines  that  run  to  the  Sea;  may  be  incorporated  into  a  t'ownship,  and  that  we 
may  be  invested  with  all  the  Powers  and  Priviledges  that  other  Towns  in  the  said  State  do 
enjoy :  But  if  the  Honourable  Cotirt  should  not  be  disposed  to  annex  those  Families  and 
their  Lands  to  us  according  to  these  given  Lines,  we  being  so  few  in  Number  and  the 
Tract  of  Land  so  small  and  uncultivated,  that  wo  are  by  no  means  able  to  maintain  a 
Minister  or  support  the  Gospel  and  enjoy  the  other  essensial  Benefits  arising  from  Incor- 
poration, in  that  Case  we  cannot  desire  to  be  incorporated,  but  pray  that  a  Committee  of 
the  Honourable  Cotirt  may  be  appointed,  and  come  down,  at  our  Expeuce,  view  and  de- 
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termlne  the  Proper  Lines  and  Boundaries  of  our  Township.    And  your  Petitioners  as  in 
Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Elisha  Snow  "William  Heard  Hugh  Killsa 

James  Stacpole  Francis  Haskell  Jonathan  Crockip 

John  Mathews  Thomas  Ham  Jonathan  Speau 

Taler  Smalle  Hezekiah  Batchelder  Oliver  Robins  Jn 

Josef  Smallt  Samuel  Bartlet  Israel  Loueitt 

John  Bridges  Jacob  Keen  Sam^''  Brown 

James  orbton  Isaiah  Tolman  juner     Rich^-  Rating 

Isaiah  Tolman  Jonathan  Orbeton." — 

Ibid.,  p.  131. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, in  general  Court  assembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  humbly  sheweth,  That  your  Petitioners  with  a  Num- 
ber of  other  Persons,  living  on  and  near  St  Georges  River  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  did 
prefer  a  Petition  to  the  Honourable  Court  praying  that  we  might  be  incorporated  into  a 
Township  by  certain  Meats  and  Bounds  therein  mentioned.  The  Reasons  for  our  desir- 
ing to  be  annexed  to  them,  with  whom  we  then  petitioned  are.  First,  Because  our  Lands 
and  Possessions  are  much  more  commodiously  scituated  for  that  purpose,  than  to  be  joined 
to  any  other.  Secondly,  Because  our  Sentiments  as  to  the  Mode  of  Church  Government  is 
the  same  with  theirs,  that  is.  Congregational;  And  thirdly.  Because, we  find  a  general 
Hermony  between  us  and  them  in  other  Matters,  as  well  as  in  the  Mode  of  Church  Gov- 
ernment ;  the  reverse  of  all  these  we  find  with  respect  to  the  other  Inhabitants  with  whom 
we  (to  our  great  Sorrow)  understand  that  we  are  incorporated,  they  having  gathered  a 
Church  and  settled  a  Minister  according  to  the  Presbiterian  Mode,  in  which  Proceedures 
we  never  could  unite,  but  ever  dechned,  &  absolutely  i-efused  to  have  any  concern  there- 
with, for  the  above  mentioned  Reason :  and  now  they  have  stated  their  Lines  and  included 
us  in  their  Township  purely  with  a  view  to  have  us  under  their  Controul,  and  to  take  and 
dispose  of  our  Money  not  only  without  ouV  Consent,  but  contrary  to  our  express  Senti- 
ments and  Principals  (so  far  as  relates  to  Mode  of  Church  Government)  which  is  a  Hard- 
ship so  great,  that  we  humbly  trust  your  Honours  will  never  expose  us  to :  Wherefore 
your  Petitioners  most  earnestly  pray  that  we  with  our  Lands  may  be  disconnected  from 
that  Township,  and  erected  into  a  Township  according  to  our  former  Petition  :  But  if  the 
Honourable  Court  should  not  think  proper,  from  a  Consideration  of  these  Reasons,  to 
grant  this  Petition,  we  further  pray  that  a  Committee  of  the  Honourable  Court  may  be  ap- 
pointed and  come  down,  at  our  Expence,  and  view  and  make  Report  according  to  their 
Discretion.  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 
N  B    Altho  there  is  but  about  Twentv  three  signers  John  Suibles 

to  Mr.  Snows  Petition  and  Others,  yet  I  am  Confident,  Packrick  Porterfield 

that  there  is  Ten  more,  that  would  Gladley  have  signed.  Mason  Wh baton 

if  they   had    an   oppertunity,  nor  is    there    one  man  Thomas  Stevens 

Within   the  Limits,    Prayd  "for  but  what  is  Desireous  John  Bowler 

to  be  Incorporated  with  us,  this  I  Can  Assert  with  the  Jonathan  Smith 

greatest    Asurance  and  can  Evedently  make  the  same  Daniel  Morse 

Appear  Mason  Wheaton." — Ibid.,  p.  139. 

On  the  first  of  January  these  petitions,  and  the  accompanying  papers,  were  re/erred  to 
a  joint  committee  consisting  of  John  Taylor  and  Joseph  Cushing,  of  the  Council,  and 
Messrs.  Partridge,  Kimball  and  Danielson,  of  the  House.  On  the  same  day  the  following 
counter-petition  or  remonstrance,  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

"State  of  the  )  To  the  Hon'  Council,  and  the  Hon'  House  of  Representatives  of 
Massachusetts  Bav  )      said  State  In  General  Court  assembled,  at  Boston  Dec  1778 

The  Petition  of  Hugh  M'^Lean  of  Milton  Agent  for  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Warren  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  humbly  shews— - 

That  your  Petitioner,  being  informed,  that  a  Number  of  Settlers  in  said  County 
scituate  on  and  near  the  River  S'  George's  &  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  mid- 
dle town,  have  petitioned  your  Honors  to  be  incorporated,  and  in  order  thereto  have 
requested  certain  Lands  within  the  said  township  of  Warren  to  be  set  off  to  them;  Your 
Petitioner  therefore  begs  leave  to  represent  to  your  Honors,  that  the  said  tract  of  Land, 
which  is  requested  by  the  said  Inhabitants  of  the  middle  town  to  be  set  off  to  them,  is 
almost  the  only  valuable  spot  within  the  township  of  Warren,  and  is  of  more  Importance 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  said  town,  than  all  the  other  Land  within  their  boundary,  and  with- 
out the  benefit  &  profit  of  which  thev  .shall  be  entirely  unable  to  support  a  Minister.— 
For  these  Reasons,  the  Subject  of  the  Petition  of  the  said  Inhabitants  of  the  middle  town, 
(which  has  been  long  apprehended)  has  been  matter  of  serious  Consequence  to  your  Peti- 
tioner's Constituents,  he  therefore  pravs  your  Honors  that  the  said  Petition  may  be  dis- 
missed, or  at  least  suspended,  'till  the  said  Inhabitants  of  Warren  can  have  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  being  freely  &  fullv  heard  upon  the  matter;  which  cannot  be  till  they  have 
corapleated  &  complied  with  the  Requisitions  of  this  Hon'  Court  for  supplying  their  pro- 
portion of  Men  lx)r  the  Continental  Service,  a  matter  which  at  present  engrosses  all  their 
Attention,  and  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &e  Hugh  M'^Lean."— 

Ibid,p.V6Q. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1777,  Elisha  Snow-  and  others,  and  John  Shibles  and  others,  the 
petitioners,  were  ordered  to  serve  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  War- 
ren, with  a  copy  of  their  respective  petitions,  that  the  town  might  show  cause  why  the 
prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  February,  if  the  Assem- 
bly'should  be  in  session;  otherwise,  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  following  session. 
On  the  the  sixth  of  Februarv,  an  order  was  passed  reciting  that,— 
"Considering  the  great  Distance  all  the  afores.aid  Parties  are  frcn  this  Place,  it  being 
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more  than  two  hundred  miles  Distance  and  the  great  Probibbitily  there  is  that  the  Parties 
are  now  on  their  Journey  to  attend  this  Court  and  the  great  cost  that  must  Necessarily 
attend  their  Coming  again  and  more  especially  inasmuch  as  some  of  them  have  already 
been  at  the  cxpcnce  of  three  or  four  Journeys  the  above  Distance,  on  the  aforesaid  sub- 
ject And  the  great  probibitily  there  is  that  this  court  will  not  be  setting  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  February  instant."— (Ibid  ,  p.  137.) 

—  and  appointing  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Moses  Gill,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs. 
Story  and  Pitts,  of  the  House,  "  to  hear  the  parties  and  report  what  is  best  for  this  court 
to  do  thereon,  and  to  make  their  report  at  the  next  sitting  of  this  court." 

In  the  mean  time,  the  following  memorial  from  the  town  of  Warren,  and  the  accompany- 
ing two  powers  of  attorney  to  Major  Whcaton,  were  received :  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  Counsil  and  house  of  Represen  ives  of  the  State  of  the  Massc- 
chusetts  Bay  in  General  Court  assembled  at  Boston 

The  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  the  town  of  Warren  humbly  Sheweth  That  Whereas 
your  Honours  has  been  Pleased  to  Incorperate  us  Into  A  town  Agreeable  to  our  plan  and 
petition,  for  Which  we  In  behalf  of  Said  town  Pv,eturn  Your  Honours  hearty  Thanks 

And  Whereas  John  Shibles  and  others  have  petition  [ed*]  Your  Honours  to  be  Sett  of  from 
this  town  for  Sertai[n*]  Reasons  they  have  laid  before  you,  and  We  have  Ijeen  Favoured 
With  A  Coppy  of  the  Same  Where  we  find  your  honours  desires  us  to  Shew  Reasons  why 
they  Should  not  be  Sett  off  from  Said  town  of  Warren  we  therefore  Inform,  your  honours 
the  Reasons  are  as  follows  Viz  — 

1st  that  there  is  but  two  fi'ee  holders  Wfthin  the  bounds  Prayed  to  be  Sett  off  that  owns 
any  land  Namely  John  Shibles  and  Patrick  Porterfield  — 

2<'?y  that  there  is  Some  of  the  best  of  the  land  lying  betwen  them  and  the  bounds  of 
our  town  and  the  middle  town  Which  i  f  we  have  not  our  town  will  be  Spoiled 

3'y  Daniel  Morse  and  Jonathan  Smith  are  not  Within  the  bounds  Prayed  to  be  Sett  off 
liliwise  John  bowler  Improves  about  two  or  thi'ee  Acres  of  land  which  is  not  his  own  & 
Thomas  Stevens  lives  on  a  piece  of  land  belonging  to  M^  Shibles 

4'>'  at  the  first  Settling  of  this  town  Brigadier  Waldo  promised  the  inhabitants  the  bene- 
fit of  the  lime  Works  for  their  further  Incouragement  which  they  Improved  while  he  lived 
also  we  Were  to  have  So  much  of  the  limestone  as  We  wanted  for  Our  own  Use  Rent 
free  for  Ever  Which  Will  apear  by  the  town  Grant 

We  the  inlial)itants  of  this  town  or  our  fathers  Cleared  fenced  andJjrought  too  the  land 
that  Colo!  Wlieaton  prays  to  have  Sett  off  Whereon  he  now  live[s*]  tlie  most  of  our  Mead- 
ows lies  Within  the  bounds  o  [f*]  the  middle  town.  So  that  If  all  the  best  of  our  Priviledges 
be  taken  from  our  town  we  Shall  n[ot*]  Be  Worthy  the  Name  of  a  town  —  Col:  Wheaton 
in  his  petition  does  not  like  to  pay  Rates  to  our  minister,  we  never  Call'd  upon  them  [for*] 
Any  Such  payment  nor  never  Expected  to  durin[g*]  this  Ministers  Stay  Amongst  us  but 
they  may  pay  Where  they  Go  to  hear —  Reuben  Hall  C^  man."  ^  Ibid.,  p.  133. 

"  St  Georges  January  24,  1777 
We  the  Subscribers  (some  of  us  having  signed  and  others  fully  consenting  to  and  join- 
ing in  the  Prayer  thereof)  having  preferred  a  Petition  to  the  Ilon'i!."  the  General  Court  of 
the  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Praying  to  incoi'porate  Part  of  the  Plantation  called 
St  Georges  into  a  'I'ownship  Do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  Colonel  Mason  Wheaton 
our  Agent  with  full  power  to  attend  the  Court  and  carry  on  said  Petition  to  final  Deter- 
mhiation  promising  to  ratify  and  hold  Valid  all  that  our  said  Agent  shall  lawfully  do  in 
our  Names  thereupon  — 

James  Stackpol  Comston  Rankin  David  Walch 

Nathanael  Crockit  Elisha  Snow  David  Wason 

Isaiah  ToLMAN  Israel  Jordan  X  James  Weed 

William  Heard  Thomas  Ham  Rich'"  Rating 

Oliver  Robins  Hezekiah  Batoheldor  Talar  Smlley 

John  Bridges  Francies  Haskell  Joseph  Smallt 

X Israel  WooDCocii  Nath'-'- Fales  Joseph  Combes 

John  Mathews  Jonathan  Crockit  David  Smalet 

Henery  Fling  Jonathan  Orbeton  James  orbeton 

John  Randel  William  Thomson  Samul  Brown 

Hugh  Killsa  XOlivere  Robins  Jur  Israel  Louett 

Jacob  Keen 
Those  with  this  X  Mark  are  Young  men  i.e.  Single  men."  —  Ibid.,  p.  135. 

"  St  Georges  January  27,  1777 
We  the  Subscribers  having  preferred  a  Petition  to  the  Hon'd"  the  general  assembly  of 
the  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  praying  that  we  with  our  Land  might  be  disconnected 
from  the  Township  of  Warren  and  erected  into  a  Township  with  the  Easterly  jiart  of  the 
Plantation  called  St  Georges,  Do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  Colo2  Mason  WLeaton  our 
Agent  investing  him  with  full  Power  to  attend  the  General  Court  and  in  our  Names  to  car- 
ry on  said  Petition  &  transact  all  matters  relating  thereunto  hereby  promising  to  ratify 
and  hold  valid  all  that  our  said  Agent  shall  lawfully  do  in  the  Premises  In  Witness  whereof 
we  do  hereunto  set  our  Names —    John  Siiibes 

Patrick  porterfield       Thomas  Stevens 
Daniel  Mouse  Jonathan  s^iinu  "  —  Ibid., 

p.  136. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  the  committee  last  appointed  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  accepted,  the  same  day,  by  the  Council,  and,  on  the  13th,  by  the  House :  — 

"  The  Committee  of  Both  Houses  appointed  to  con.sidcr  the  Petitions  of  John  Shibbcls 
&  others  of  the  Town  of  Warren  Praying  the  Lands  mentioned  in  said  Petition  might  bo 

*  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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disannexed  from  said  Town  &  incorporated  with  the  Easterly  Part  of  S'  Georges,  also 
the  Petition  of  Elisha  Snow  &  others  on  the  Easterly  Part  of  S'  Geoj'ges,  Praying 
that  the  Lands  mentioned  in  Both  said  Petitions  might  be  incorporated  into  a  Town  —  liave 
attended  that  service  and  after  a  full  hearing  of  both  Parties  are  unanimously  of  opinion 
That  the  Lands  mentioned  in  the  said  Shibbels  Petition  ought  to  be  disannexed  from 
the  Town  of  Warren  and  Annexed  to  the  Eastern  part  of  S'  Georges  as  they  apprehend 
that  the  General  Court  would  never  have  made  said  lands  part  of  said  Town  of  Warren 
had  they  been  Acquainted  with  their  Situation  and  Circumstances 

And  your  Petitioners  are  also  Clearly  of  opinion  that  if  the  Eastern  part  of  S'  Georges 
together  with  the  Lands  aforesaid  be  taken  off  from  the  Town  of  Warren  and  are  Erected 
into  a  Town  it  may  be  of  Service  to  the  Inhabitants  and  of  public  Utility — 

Your  Committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  disannexing  the  Lands  mentioned  in  said  Shibbells  Petition  from  the  Town  of 
Warren,  and  for  incorporating  the  same  with  the  Easterly  part  of  S'  Georges  as  Described 
in  a  Petition  of  Mason  Wheaton  &  others  of  July  last  into  a  Town  —  AH  which  is  humbly 
submitted —  Moses  Gill  (^  order."  —  Ibid.,  p.  HO. 

After  this  report  had  been  accepted  by  the  Council,  and  before  the  House  had  passed 
upon  it,  the  following  petition  was  presented,  which  gives  some  interesting  details  respect- 
ing the  case  of  the  petitioners,  not  to  be  found  elsewhere :  — 
"  State  of  the  Massachusetts  )         To  the  Honble  the  House  of  Representatives  of  said 

Bay  J      State  — 

Humbly  sheweth        The  Petition  of  Mason  Wheaton  of  the  Town  of  Warren  in  the 
County  of  Lincoln  — 

That  in  July  last  your  Petitioner  with  about  forty  others,  Inhabitants  on  the  Easterly 
part  of  S*  Georges  petitioned  the  honble  Court  praying  that  we  together  with  the  Lands 
described  in  our  Petition  might  be  incorporated  into  a  Town  that  we  might  enjoy  the 
Privileges  as  well  as  perform  the  Duties  of  a  Town ;  but  as  we  were  at  more  than  two 
hundred  Miles  distance,  we  did  not  either  of  us  attend  personally  but  sent  said  Petition 
by  Col.  Gushing  of  Pownalborough  a  member  of  the  honble  House;  &  the  Court  at  that 
time  were  pleased  to  order  your  Petitioners  to  notify  the  Inhabitants  of  the  West  side  of 
S*  Georges  to  shew  Cause  if  any  they  had  why  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  should  not  be 
granted,  but  your  Petitioners  were  so  unhappy  as  not  to  receive  said  Order  of  Court  — 
Just  before  the  time  appointed  we  heard  a  Rumour  that  we  were  to  have  a  hearing  but 
knew  not  the  time  when,  however  we  sent  up  M''.  Elisha  Snow  to  find  out  the  time  &  to 
support  said  Petition.  But  when  he  came  he  was  informed  by  M^  Murray  a  Member  of 
the  honble  House  that  the  Court  were  so  much  engaged  in  raising  a  Reinforcement  for  the 
Continental  Army  at  Ticonderoga  and  near  New  York  that  they  could  not  attend  to  any 
Matters  of  a  private  Nature,  &  promised  that  he  would  endeavour  to  have  some  future  time 
appointed  for  a  hearing  &  in  case  he  obtained  it  he  would  inform  us  thereof,  upon  which 
said  Snow  returned  home,  after  which  a  day  in  October  was  appointed  for  a  hearing,  when 
again  we  were  so  unhappy  as  not  to  hear  thereof  till  the  time  was  elapsed  altho'  I  have  no 
doubt  M"'.  Murray  wrote  to  us  as  he  promised.  Soon  after  this  to  our  great  Grief  &  Sur- 
prize we  were  informed  that  Cap*.  Gragg  of  S*.  Georges  &  one  Cap'.  Mi^^Lane  of  Milton  in 
behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  West  Side  of  S*.  Georges  petitioned  Your 'Honors  praying 
that  they  with  the  Lands  mentioned  in  their  Petition  might  be  incorporated  into  a  Town  ' 
and  in  said  Petition  they  included  the  best  part  of  the  Land  and  Improvements  &  at  least 
one  third  part  of  the  rateable  Estates  mentioned  in  our  Petition,  altho'  the  West  part  had 
much  more  Land  and  better  Land  as  may  fully  appear  from  a  Plan  now  on  your  Honors' 
Table  and  more  Inhabitants  without  any  part  of  that  mentioned  in  our  Petition,  than  we 
on  the  East  part  had  even  ask'd  for,  yet  the  Prayer  of  their  Petition  was  granted  altho' 
none  of  us  were  at  Court  or  knew  any  thing  of  the  Matter.  But,  as  we  were  confident  the 
Court  never  would  have  taken  from  Us  four  or  five  Thousand  Acres  of  the  best  Lands  & 
Improvements  to  our  utter  Ruin  and  give  it  to  the  West  Side  who  had  upwards  of  thirty 
three  thousand  Acres  without  &  your  Petitioners  not  twenty  six  thousand  with  it,  had  the 
true  Circumstances  of  the  Case  been  known ;  we  who  were  incorporated  with  the  Town  of 
Warren  without  our  Consent  or  Knowledge  and  to  our  great  Grief  &  Damage,  again 
petitioned  the  hoQble  Court  in  January  last  praying  we  might  be  disannexed  from  the 
Town  of  Warren  and  with  the  Inhabitants  of  the  East  Part  l)e  incorporated  into  a  Town 
at^reable  to  our  first  Petition,  &  the  Inhabitants  of  the  East  part  at  the  same  time 
petitioned,  praying  that  they  with  us  might  be  incorporated  together,  at  which  time  the 
Court  ordered  us  to  notify  the  Town  of  Warren  to  shew  Cause  if  any  they  had  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  February  then  next,  why  the  t^rayer  of  our  Petition  should  not  be 
granted,  with  which  order  we  readily  complied  &  your  Petitioner  was  at  the  trouble  & 
Expence  of  going  himself  to  said  Warren  which  is  upwards  of  two  hundred  Miles  to 
serve  said  Notification  &  return'd  here  in  tiie  beginni.og  of  February  to  support  said 
Petitions,  but  the  Court  adjourn'd  Ijefore  the  Day  appointed  for  a  hearing,  having  first  in 
their  great  Goodness  appointed  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  to  hear  the  Parties,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  more  Journies  and  needless  Expences  to  the  Petitioners  which  had  lieen 
very  great  and  grievous  already  ^ Cap*.  Grugg  &  Cap*.  M<=Lane  were  seasonably  &  fully 
acquainted  with  the  above  order  yet  by  their  nonattendance  they  prevented  a  hearing 
before  the  honble  Committee  repeatedly  &  from  time  to  time,  till  at  length  your  Petitioner 
was  a^ain  at  the  trouble  of  notifying  them  by  an  order  from  said  Committee  of  the 
Appointment  of  another  day  for  the  hearing  when  they  attended,  for  the  truth  of  which 
to'^ether  with  the  unweary'd  Pains  &  Expences  I  have  been  at  in  order  that  the  matter 
may  be  fully  &  fairly  heard  &  finally  determined  I  appeal  to  the  hofllile  M^  Gill,  W™. 
Story  &  John  l^itts  Esq",  who  were  the  Committee,  who  unanimously  reported  in  favour 
of  our  Petition,  which  Report  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  the  Hoiible  Council 
but  your  Petitioner  is  informed  the  Honble  HoubC  after  readins  the  Report  of  the  Com- 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws.  — 1776-77.  701 

[revolutionary    period —  "  STATE."] 

mittee  &  order  of  Council  thereon  have  ordered  the  same  to  lye  on  the  Table  till  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  County  of  Lincoln  come  to  Court;  But  as  there  are  but  four  Representatives 
from  the  County  of  Lincoln  neither  of  whom  live  nearer  than  thirty  or  forty  Miles  to  the 
Lands  in  Dispute  &  considering  the  great  distance  they  are  from  Court  he'ma:  almost  two 
hundred  Miles  &  the  Travelling  very  bad  renders  it  very  uncertain  whethcr'they  l)e  here 
this  Session  —  And  in  as  much  as  your  Petitioner  hath  been  obliged  to  make  three  or  four 
Journeys  more  than  two  hundred  Miles  each  &  hath  now  l)cen  waiting  for  the  Determina- 
tion of  the  honble  Court  more  than  thirty  Days,  he  therefore  most  earnestly  prays  your 
Honors  would  be  pleased  once  more  to  take  into  Consideration  said  Petition  &  the  Report 
thereon  &  let  the  matter  be  finished  that  your  Honors  and  your  Petitioner  may  have  no 
further  Trouble  on  that  Account  — 

If  the  hoiible  Court  desire  further  Information  relative  to  the  true  State  of  facts,  your 
Petitioner  begs  leave  to  mention  that  the  Honble  John  Taylor  Esq^  Major  Minotand 
Cap'.  Minot  all  of  whom  live  in  the  Town  adjoining  the  Town  of  Warren  &  S'.  Georges 
and  are  now  in  Town  can  give  Information  relative  thereto  and  if  your  Honors  please  can 
be  inquired  of — 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  — 

Boston  12'''  March  1777  Mason  Wheaton." 

—  Mass.  Files:  lIoifse,tio.l3Q. 

On  the  day  the  above  i-eport  was  accepted  by  the  House,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was 
read  a  first  time,  in  the  Council;  on- the  next  day  (Oct.  14),  it  was  read  a  second  time, 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  to  the  House,  for  concurrence.  It  was  immediately 
returned  from  the  House,  with  a  vote  of  concurrence.  On  the  20th,  it  was  passed  to  be 
enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  35.   "  May  4, 1776.   A  Message  from  a  major  Part  of  the  Council  by  the  Secretary. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  There  is  a  considerable  Expence  arising 
for  the  Support  of  Prisoners  sent  hither  from  Time  to  Time,  who  were  taken  on  board 
Vessels  infesting  this  Coast,  or  supplying  our  Enemies,  and  the  Guards  accompanying 
them ;  no  Directions  have  yet  been  given  in  what  Manner  this  Expence  shall  be  defrayed : 
— We  recommend  it  to  you  to  take  this  Matter  into  your  Consideration,  that  some  general 
Regulations  may  be  established  relative  thereto.  In  the  Name  and  by  Order  of  the  major 
Part  of  the  Council,  James  Otis,    President. 

Read  and  committed  to  Major  Fuller,  Deacon  Rawson  and  Col.  Orne." — House  Journal, 
p.  247. 

The  following,  which  appears  to  be  a  copy,  remains  in  the  archives.  It  is  not  dated, 
nor  are  the  signattires  of  the  committee  afiixed,  and  no  record  of  its  having  been  passed 
upon  by  either  house  has  been  discovered : — 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  make  Answer  to  the  Message  of  the  Major  part  of  the 
Council,  of  the  4'?  of  May  Instant,  report 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  1776 

Resolved  that  the  necessary  Charges  that  have  arisen,  or  may  arise  in  Supporting  such 
Prisoners  as  are  or  may  be  taken  on  board  Vessels  infesting  this  Coast,  or  Supplying  our 
Enemies  (whose  Confinement  is  for  the  Safety  of  this  Colony)  and  the  Guards  accom- 
paning  them,  be  paid  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  as  other  Contingent  Charges  are  paid, 
untill  further  order  of  the  General  Court ;  and  that  part  thereof  Charged  to  the  Continent 
in  order  for  a  reimbursment,  of  Such  Prisoners  that  Jiave  been  or  may  be  taken  by  Con- 
tinental Vessels." — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  137,  p-  81. 

While  this  matter  was  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  the  following  letter  was  received ; — 

"  Head  Quarters  Harlem  Heights  29n>  Sep--.  1776 

Gent".  Gen'.  Howe  having  signifyed  to  me,  a  desire  of  making  a  General  Exchange  of 
Prisoners  both  Officers  and  privates,  it  becomes  necessary  to  have  an  exact  Return  of  the 
Numbers  in  our  possession. 

You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  have  all  the  Continental  prisoners  of  War,  (belonging 
CO  the  Land  Service)  in  the  different  Towns  in  your  State,  collected  and  brought  together 
to  some  convenient  place,  from  whence  they  may  be  removed  hither  when  a  Cartel  is  fully 
settled — when  they  are  collected  you  will  please  to  have  made  out,  and  transmit  to  me, 
an  exact  Return  of  the  Names  of  the  Commissioned  and  Staff  Officers,  their  Ranks  and 
the  Corps  to  which  they  belong ;  The  Names  of  the  non  commissioned  and  privates  need 
not  be  mentioned  their  Numbers  will  be  sufficient. 

As  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  send  them  by  water  than  by  land,  which  may  always 
be  safely  effected  by  means  of  a>  Flag ;  I  think  you  had  better  order  the  prisoners  to  some 
place  contiguous  to  a  port,  there  to  remain  till  you  hear  farther  from  me. 

As  I  apprehend  the  Number  of  prisoners  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  to  be  too  small 
to  make  up  a  Freight  for  a  Vessel,  I  have  diri'cted,  if  that  should  be  the  Case,  that  they 
should  be  sent  to  your  State,  that  they  may  come  forward  with  your  prisoners. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  forward  the  inclosed -to  Lieu'.  Col".  Campbell  of  the  71*.'  Reg'. 
I  am  not  certain  where  he  is  stationed  but  thinlc  it  is  at  Reading. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Gent". 

Y'.  most  ob'.  Serv*. 

G°:  Washington. 

P.  S.  Be  pleased  also  to  make  a  Return  of  the  prisoners  belonging  to  the  British  Navy 
with  the  Names  &  Ranks  of  the  Officers." — Ibid.,  vol.  195,  p.  286. 

The  omitted  portion  of  the  postscript  related  to  the  release  of  Capt.  Campbell,  of  the 
71st  British  regiment,  who,  for  breaking  his  parole,  had  been  removed  from  Lunenburg, 
and  incarcerated  in  Concord  jail,  by  order  of  the  Council.  He  repeatedly  petitioned  the 
Council  for  release,  without  success,  and  then  applied  to  Gen.  Washington.  After  a  while, 
he  was  restored  to  his  parole,  and  ordered  to  Reading. 
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Washington's  letter  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Austin  and 
Dana,  of  the  Council,  appointed  October  10th,  and  Palmer,  Bayley  and  Farley,  of  the 
House,  appointed  the  day  following."    On  the  17th,  the  committee  reported,— 

*  "  That  the  Council  be  desired  to  order  the  Sherriffs  of  the  several  Counties  within  this 
State,  to  make  an  immediate  return  to  them  of  all  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Land  Service 
of  Great  Britain  within  their  respective  Counties,  with  the  names  of  the  Commissioned,  & 
Staff  OfBcers,  and  to  what  Corps  belonging  and  the  number  of  the  Non  Commissioned 
Officers,  and  privates,  whether  under  their  immediate  care,  or  under  the  care  of  any  Com- 
mittees of  Safety,  or  otliers ;  and  that  they  make  like  returns  of  all  prisoners  belonging  to 
the  British  Navy,  and  these  Returns  (of  "the  Navy  and  Army)  to  be  made  in  separate,  & 
distinct  Lists,  And  the  Hon''''^'.  Board  are  desired  to  transmit  such  Returns  to  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington  — That  said  Prisoners  remain  in  their  present  situations  until 
advice  is  received  from  General  Washington,  that  a  Cartel  is  settled,  and  they  Ordered  to 
be  exchanged.  And  that  General  Washington  be  immediately  advis'd  that  the  Prisoners 
shall  be  collected,  and  ready  to  Embark  at  any  time,  when  his  Excellency  shall  give 
Orders  therefor,  and  signifies  to  this  State  that  Vessels  for  their  embarkation  are  to  be 
provided.—  all  which  is  humbly  submitted.  Benja.  Austin   c^  order 

Li  Council.    Read,  &  Sent  down,    in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read,  &  Accepted. 

In  Council.  Read,  &  Concurred  —Consented  to  by  15  of  the  Council."—  Council  Re- 
cords, vol.  XXX  VI.,  p.  36. 

The  memorial  descrilied  in  the  following  extract  from  the  records,  has  not  been  found  :— 

"  Oct.  25,  1776.  Memorial  of  the  Com'™"  of  Correspondance  &c  for  the  Town  of  New- 
bury port.— Setting  forth,  That  there  are  now  in  that  Town  a  number  of  the  Subjects  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  who  were  taken,  &  sent  into  this  port  in  Vessels,  either  em- 
ploy'd  in  his  immediate  Service,  or  by  the  Inhabitants  of  his  Dominions.— As  at  present 
they  have  no  Authority  to  Restrain  those  people,  they  have  been  down  to  our  Fort  Viewed 
the  Entrance,  &  every  other  part  of  our  Harbor,  and  daily  Visiting  our  Wharves,  Fri- 
gates, &  Armed  Vessels  now  laying  there  — By  indulging  them  in  these  Lii^erties,  the 
Com'«?8  conceive  they  will  be  able,  when  they  return  to  England,  to  give  the  Enemy,  some 
Interesting  Intelligence  —  That  by  their  taking  Lodgings,  in  different  parts  of  the  Town, 
they  have  contracted  an  Acquaintance  with  many  of  the  Inhabitants  to  whom  they  Repre- 
sent our  situation  in  the  darkest  Colors,  and  the  Enemy  as  invincible  — And  praying  the 
Court  to  Order,that  those  who  are  not  Willing  to  Enter  on  board  the  Continental  Frigates, 
or  Privateers  may  be  removed,  to  some  Inland  Town,  till  they  are  Exchanged,  or  other- 
wise released." — Ibid.,  p.  76. 

This  memorial  was  referred,  October  25th,  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Hopkins  of  the  Council,  and  Murray  and  Cooper,  of  the  House.  To  the  same  committee 
was  also  referred  the  petition  of  Ellis  Gray,  chairman  of  the  committees  of  safety,  &c.,  of 
the  to-\vn  of  Boston,  which  is  set  forth  in  the  following  entry  in  the  records,  although  it  is 
missing  from  the  archives  : — 

"Oct.  25,  1776.  Petition  of  Ellis  Gray  Chairman  of  the  Com««.e9  of  Boston  —  setting 
forth  — That  numbers  of  Persons  of  Sentiments  the  most  unfriendly  to  these  States  taken 
by  our  Vessels  of  War  arc  from  Day  to  Day  brought  into  this  Port  —  that  these  Persons 
are  not  deemed  prisoners  of  War  — that  no  Provision  is  made  for  them  as  such  — that 
they  are  subject  to  no  particuhtr  Inspection,  &  are  under  no  Restraint  — By  mixing  with 
the"  People  at  large  they  receive  every  advantage  of  Intelligence,  &  they  have  every  op- 
portunity of  associating  of  la.ving,  &•  executing  any  Plan  for  the  destruction  of  the  Town  — 
There  are  also  a  number  of  Highlanders  who  were  taken,  &  brought  into  this  Place  who 
yet  reside  among  us,  &  who  by  being  able  to  converse  with  each  other  in  the  Erse,  a  lan- 
guage altogether  unknown  here  are  peculiarly  qualified  for  the  most  secret,  &  dangerous 

Plots  ,  „      .        ,  , 

Nor  are  these  Persons  who  go  at  large  the  only  ones  by  whom  our  safety  is  endangered 
—  Prisoners  confined  in  the  public  Goal  have  been  discovered  in  their  Attempts  to  give 
Information  to  Gen!  Howe  of  our  present  Weak,  &  defenceless  State,  &  full  Evidence  of 
their  Designs  are  now  in  our  Possession. 

Our  situation  calls  to  mind  a  Resolve  of  the  honorable  Con'.  Congress  recommending 
that  no  Prisoner  of  War  be  kept,  in  any  sea  port  — which  Resolve  the  Com^ps  humbly  & 
earnestly,  pray  the  Hon''i«  Court  to  put  into  immediate  Execution  8t,c."  —  Ibid. 

The  resolve  of  Congress  referred  to  in  the  petition  of  the  Boston  committee,  is  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  all  prisoners  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  prize,  be  deemed  prisoners,  to 
be  taken  care  of  by  the  supreme  executive  power  in  each  colony  to  which  they  are 
brou"-ht,  whether  the  prize  be  taken  by  vessels  fitted  out  by  the  continent,  or  by  others  : 

Tbat  such  as  are  taken  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  with  humanity,  and  be  al- 
lowed the  same  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies;  but  that  such 
as  are  officers  supply  themselves  a'nd  be  allowed  to  draw  bills  to  pay  for  their  subsistence 
and  cloathing:  .    ,  , 

That  officers  made  prisoners  in  the  land  service  be  allowed  the  same  indulgence  : 

That  the  officers  be  not  permitted  to  reside  in  or  near  any  sea  port  town,  nor  public  post 
road,  and  that  the  officers  and  privates  be  not  suffered  to  reside  in  the  same  places : 

That  in  case  the  officers  cannot  draw  or  sell  their  bills,  the  Congress  will  allow  for  each 
of  them  Two  Dollars  a  week,  for  board  an  J  lodgings  to  be  repaid  by  said  officers  before 
they  are  released  from  their  captivity :  ,.      „    , 

That  no  tavern  keepers  supply  any  officers  who  are  prisoners,  on  the  credit  of  the  con- 
tinent: .  ,       .  a  ^,    ,  ... 

That  the  capitulations  entered  into  with  prisoners  at  the  time  of  their  surrender  be 
punctually  observed : 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XXX. 
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That  such  oCacers  as  surrender  prlsonera  of  war  be  put  on  their  parole,  unless  Con 
gress  shall  otherwise  direct : 

That  the  FORM  of  the  PAROLE  be  as  follows : 

I being  made  a  prisoner  of  war,  by  the  army  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  in 

North-America,  do  promise  and  engage,  on  my  word  and  honour,  and  on  the  faith  of  a 
gentleman,  to  depart  from  hence  to in  the  province  of being  the  place  of  my  des- 
tination and  residence,  and  there,  or  within  six  miles  thereof,  to  remain  during  the  pres- 
ent war  between  Great-Britain  and  the  said  United  Colonies,  or  until  the  Congress  of  the 
said  United  Colonies,  or  the  assembly,  convention,  or  committee  or  council  of  safety  of 
the  said  colony  shall  order  otherwise;"  and  that  I  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  give  any 
intelligence  whatsoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  do  or  say  anything  in 
opposition  to,  or  in  prejudice  of  the  measures  and  proceedings  of  any  Congress  for  the 
said  colonies  during  the  present  troubles,  or  until  I  am  duly  exchanged  or  discharged. 
Given  under  my  hand,  this                    day  of                  A.D.  1776. 

That  the  said  parole  be  signed  by  the  ofHcers : 

That  such  as  refuse  to  subscribe  the  parole  be  committed  to  prison : 

That  David  Franks,  Esq;  agent  to  the  contractors  for  victualling  the  troops  of  the 
king  of  Great-Britain,  be  permitted  to  supply  the  prisoners  with  provisions  and  other 
necessaries,  and  to  sell  his  bills  for  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary  for  that  purpose : 

And  to  enable  him  to  do  this  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  employers,  that  a  commissioned 
officer  be  permitted  once  a  month  to  visit  the  prisoners  so  victualled  and  supplied,  in  or- 
der to  count  their  numbers  and  certify  the  rolls : 

That  such  of  the  prisoners  as  are  not  supplied  by  Mr.  Franks,  bo  furnished  with  pro- 
visions not  exceeding  the  rations  allowed  to  privates  in  the  service  of  the  continent. 

That  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  prisoners  be  furnished  with  subsistance,  and 
supplied  with  firing  and  other  things  absolutely  necessary  for  their  support 

That  no  prisoners  be  enlisted  in  the  continental  army : 

That  the  prisoners  be  permitted  to  exercise  their  trades  and  to  labour  in  order  to  sup- 
port themselves  and  families  : 

That  the  committees  of  inspection  and  observation,  for  the  counties,  districts  or  towns, 
assigned  for  the  residence  of  prisoners,  be  impowered  to  superintend  their  conduct,  and  in 
cases  of  gross  misbehaviour  to  confine  them,  and  report  to  their  respective  assemblies, 
convention  or  committees  or  council  of  safety  the  proceedings  had  on  such  occasions : 

That  a  list  of  the  prisoners  in  each  colony  be  made  out  by  the  committees  of  the  coun- 
ties, towns  or  districts  where  they  reside,  and  transmitted  to  the  assembly,  convention,  or 
council  or  committee  of  safety  of  such  colony  respectively,  who  shall  send  a  copy  thereof 
to  Congress : 

That  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or  councils  of  safety  be  impow- 
ered to  contract  with  proper  persons  for  the  most  reasonable  terms  for  supplying  such  of 
the  prisoners,  their  wives  and  children,  in  their  respective  colony  as  are  not  supplied  by 
Mr.  Franks : 

That  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or  councils  of  safety,  be  author- 
ized and  requestod  to  take  the  paroles  of  the  officers,  and  to  cause  a  strict  observance  of 
the  terras  on  which  they  arc  enlarged,  and  also  to  take  especial  care  that  none  of  those 
confined  by  order  of  the  Congress,  bo  suffered  to  escape;  also  to  advance  the  allowance 
of  Two  Dollars  a  week  to  each  of  the  ofHcers  who  cannot  draw  or  sell  their  bills  and  to 
draw  for  the  same  on  the  president  of  the  Congress : 

That  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of  of*  safety  of  the  colonies 
respectively  in  which  prisoners  are  or  shall  chuse  or  be  appointed  to  reside,  be  impowered 
to  remove  such  prisoners  from  place  to  place  within  the  same  colonies,  as  often  as  to  such 
assemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of  safety  it  shall  seem  proper,  having  re- 
gard to  the  former  resolutions  of  Congress  concerning  prisoners." —  Journals  of  Congress  : 
May  21,  1776. 

Nothing  further  appears  to  have  been  done  relative  to  securing  and  supporting  prison- 
ers, until  the  introduction  of  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  which  was  passed  to  be  enacted, 
March  27,  1777. 

Chap.  36.  The  letter  from  Gen.  Washington  referred  to  below  has  not  been  found  in 
the  archives :  — 

"  Aug.  13, 1775,  Moses  Gill,  Esq;  brought  down  from  the  Board  the  Resolve  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  both  Houses,  in  Consequence  of  General  Washington's  Letter,  respecting  Deser- 
tion from  the  Army,  viz. 

\V7iereas  it  is  made  evident  to  thii  Court,  that  many  Non'Commission'd  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers belonging  to  the  Continental  Army,  do  absent  themselves  from  their  Duty  ;  and  that 
there  is  great  Reason  to  believe  divers  of  them  are  employed  in  their  own  private  Business 
lohile  they  are  drawing  Pay  from  the  Publick,  and  all  the  Measures  hitherto  used  have  been 
ineffectual  to  prevent  such  base  and  pernicious  Practices:  Thei'cfore  in  order  to  reform 
this  Mischief  and  Abuse, 

It  is  Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony,  and  the  Se- 
lectmen where  such  Committees  are  not  chosen,  be,  and  hereby  are  directed  and  enjoined 
to  make  careful  and  diligent  Enquiry  from  Time  to  Time,  whether  there  be  any  Non- 
coinmission'd  Officers  or  Soldiers  within  their  respective  Towns,  belong  to  the  said  Army, 
and  if  any  such  shall  be  found,  that  they  bring  them  to  a  strict  and  impartial  Examina- 
tion upon  what  Account  they  left  the  Army,  by  whose  Leave  and  for  what  Time;  and  to 
require  all  such  as  have  no  Furlow,  or  whose  Furlows  are  out.and  have  no  real  Impedi- 
ment of  Sickness,  to  return  to  their  Duty  immediately :  And  inCase  they  neglect  it,  that 
such  Committees  or  Selectmen  do  withoat  Fail  or  Delay,  send  an  Accoant  of  taeh:  Names, 

*  8ie, 
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the  Company  and  Regiment  to  which  they  belong,and  the  Places  where  they  are  lurking, 
to  his  Excellency  General  IFasAm/j'/'o/j,  that  so  such  infamous  Deserters  and  Defrauders 
of  the  Publick  may  not  go  unpunished.  And  it  is  strongly  recommended  to  all  the  In- 
habitants of  this  Colony,  to  be  Aiding  and  Assisting  to  their  said  Committees  and  Select- 
men in  the  Execution  of  this  Resolve;  and  that  they  by  no  Means  countenance,  harbour 
or  conceal,  but  on  the  other  Hand,  give  Information  of  all  such  Delinquents  to  the  said 
Committees  and  Selectmen,  that  thc}^  be  Vigilant  and  Faithful  in  the  Discharge  of  this 
Trust. 

And  his  Excellency  General  Washington  is  hereby  requested  to  give  Orders,  that  the 
foregoing  Resolve  be  posted  up  in  such  Publick  Places  in  the  Camps  as  to  him  shall  seem 
proper,  that  the  Soldiery  of  the  Army  may  be  excited  to  take  into  their  serious  Considera- 
tion, the  Baseness,  Fi-aud  and  Villainy  of  the  abovemention'd  Practice,  that  thev  may 
thereby  be  made  sensiljle,  that  every  one  who  shall  be  guilty  thereof,  will  greatly  dispar- 
age himself,  become  justly  contemptible  and  deserving  of  severe  Punishment,  and  wholly 
forfeit  the  respectable  Character  of  an  American  Volunteer. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolve  be  Printed  in  Hand  Bills,  and  directed  to  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  or  Selectmen  in  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony,  and  that 
Fifty  Copies  thereof  be  sent  to  General  Washington  Also, 

That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  procure  the  Printing  the  said  Hand  Bills,  to  direct  the 
Printer  as  to  Number,  and  to  superscribe  them  to  the  several  Towns,  &c: 

That  the  following  Letter  to  General    Washington,  accompany  the  said  Copy,   riz. 

Watertown,  13th  August,  1775. 

General  Washington,      Sir, 

The  inclosed  Hand  Bills  will  sufficiently  serve  to  satisfy  your  Excellency,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Court  fully  concur  with  you  in  your.  Opinion  of  the  Importance  and  Necessity  of  the 
utmost  Exertions  for  the  Reformation  of  the  infamous  Practices  mention'd  in  your  Let- 
ter of  the  7th  inst.  directed  to  the  President  of  the  honorable  Board;  and  also,  of  the' 
Readiness  of  the  General  Court  to  Co-operate  with  you  in  every  Measure,  tending  to 
remedy  the  Mischief  therein  complained  of.    In  Council,  August  13th  1775 

Read  and  accepted.    Sent  down  for  Concurrence.  Read  and  concurred.     Sent  up. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Freeman,  Major  Ilallet  and  Col.  Thompson,  be  a  Committee  to  see 
to  the  Printing  this  Resolve  in  Hand  Bills,  and  sending  it  to  the  several  Towns  in  the 
Colony,  and  that  fifty  Copies  thereof  be  sent  to  General  Washington." — House  Jonriial 
p.  70. 

The  next  measure  for  preventing  desertion  was  the  following  resolve*  : — 

"  Sept.  10, 1776.  In  Council.  Resolved  that  the  several  Returns  of  Col".  Patterson, 
Col".  Bond,  Col".  Greaton,  &  Col°.  Porter's  Regiments  describing  the  several  persons  De- 
serters from  each  of  said  Regiments  with  this  Resolve  be  printed,  &  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  Correspondance,  Inspection,  &  safety  of  each  Town  in  this  State,  and  the  said 
Committees  are  directed  to  make  a  strict  search,  &  enquiry  after  such  Deserters  as  de- 
scrib'd  in  said  Returns,  and  upon  finding  any  of  the  said  Deserters  to  take  care,  &  secure 
them  in  the  Common  Jail  of  the  County,  in  order  that  they  may  be  forthwith  returned  to 
their  several  Regiments  —  And  the  Committee  aforesaid  are  enjoined  to  take  special  care, 
&  use  their  best  endeavors  to  take  up,  &  confine  as  aforesaid  any  other  person,  or  per- 
sons who  have  inlisted  into  the  pul^lic  service  that  have,  or  may  hereafter  leave  the  Army, 
or  the  Regiments  to  which  they  belong  before  the  time  of  their  inlistment  is  out,  unless 
they  can  shew  a  regular  discharge,  or  furlo  from  his,  or  their  superior  Officer,  and  the 
said  Committees  are  enjoined  to  make  returns  of  their  doings  hereon  as  soon  as  mny  be  to 
the  Secretary  of  this  State.  And  all  necessary  charges  attending  the  securing  such  de- 
serters, shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  and  shall  be  deducted  out  of  the 
said  Deserters  Wages. 

In  Council,  Read,  &  sent  down.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read,  &  accepted, 
&  Order'd,  that  M''.  Appelton  see  that  the  foregoing  Resolve  be  printed,  &  sent  to  the  sev- 
eral Towns  as  is  therein  directed.  In  Council,  Read,  &  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  the 
Major  part  of  the  Council." — Council  Records,  vol.  XXXV.,  p  221. 

On  the  21st  of  October  a  joint  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Nye  and 
Lothrop,  of  the  House,  and  Whetcomb,  of  the  Council,  to  tike  the  foregoing  resolve  into 
consideration,  and  report  whether  anything  "  further  is  necessary  to  be  done  in  that  af- 
fair." This  committee  reported  the  following  lesolve,  which  appears  among  the  printed 
resolves  as  chapter  LXIV.,  and  bears  date  October  24th,  though  it  appears  not  to  have 
been  finally  passed  until  five  days  later ; — 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  take  under  Consideration  a  Resolve  of 
this  Court  of  the  10"'  Sep^  Inst  relating  to  Deserters  beg  leave  to  report  by  way  of  Ilc- 
solve.  Viz  In  Council  Oct'".  24.  1776.— fResolved  That  the  Sherifi's  and  Deputy  Sheriffs  in 
the  several  Counties  in  this  State  a  be  and  they  hereby  are  required  &  diicctcd  to  give 
their  Aid  &  Assistance  to  the  Committees  of  Correspondence  Inspection  cSc  Safety  of  any 
of  the  Towns  within  their  respective  b  Counties  whenever  call'd  upon  by  them,  for  tlie 
purpose  of  apprehending  &  securing  any  Deserters  from  the  Army  that  shall  be  found 
within  their  Limits —  . 

Read  &  accepted    sent  down  for  Concurrence  Joh.v  Avert  Dpy  Sec-^ 

In  the  house  of  Represent^.  Ocf.  26,  1776  Read  &  Concurred  with  the  following 
Amenmts.  viz'  at  a  insrt  and  the  Constables  of  the  Several  Towns  within  the  Same 
&  at  B  dele  Counties  &  insert  precincts.  Sent  up  for  Concurrence         J  Warren  Spk"" 

In  Council  Ocf.  29'.   1776    Read  &  Concurr'd  John  Avert  Dpv  Sce-v 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] . —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  210,  p.  437. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  \vas  passed,  by  the  Council,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed, 
March  26,  1777,  and,  on  April  4th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

The  following  order  in  Council  explains  itself,  and  seems  proper  to  be  inserted  here  r— 

*  FTlnted  reBolvcs  of  the  August  seasion,  chapter  LXI.  f  Ibid.t  chapter  LXIV. 
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"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay.    Council  Chamber,  July  16'J*  1777. 

Whereas  it  is  reported  that  since  the  Evacuation  of  the  Fort  at  Ticonderoga  Some  of 
the  Continental  Soldiers,  belonging  to  this  State  have  left  the  Nothern  Array  &  are  now 
on  the  road  to  their  respective  homes, 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  it  be,  &  it  hereby  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Officers  in 
the  Militia  within  this  State,  &  to  the  Selectmen  &  Committees  of  Correspondence  within 
their  respective  Towns  &  Plantations  in  the  same,  to  take  up  every  Such  Soldier,  &  deliver 
them  to  the  next  Continental  Officer  bcloni^ing  to  the  Army;  &  in  case  no  Such  Officer 
Should  be  near,  then  to  deliver  him  or  them  to  the  Keeper  of  the  common  Jail  of  the 
County  wherein  Such  Soldiers  shall  be  taken,  to  be  by  him  kept  in  close  custody,  until 
called  for  by  some  Such  Continental  Officer  as  aforesaid,  or  regularly  released  in  Some 
other  way  :  &  the  names  of  such  Prisoners,  shall  be  liy  such  Keeper,  immediately  trans-  » 

mitted  to  Gen'  Heath;  And  the  Keepers  of  the  Several  Jails  within  this  State,  are  hereby 
directed  to  regulate  their  conduct  couformaljlc  to  this  Order.  And  the  said  Militia  Offi- 
cers, Selectmen  &  Committees  of  Correspondence,  are  earnestly  requested,  as  they  re- 
gard the  Cause  of  Liberty,  &  the  Salvation  of  the  Country  to  be  very  dilligent  in  carrying 
this  order  into  full  execution,  without  favor  or  affection    Read  &  Accepted 

Jno.  Avery  Dp"^  Secy."  —  Ibid., 
vol.  173,  j9.  283. 

Chap.  37.  The  letter  of  John  Hancock,  dated  Oct.  9,  1776,  which  is  printed  in  the  note 
to  chapter  21,  ante,  contained  the  following  postscript:  — 

"  The  printed  Resolves  herewith  enclosed,  relative  to  the  establishing  of  Loan  Offices 
in  the  respective  States,  for  the  Purpose  of  borrowing  Money  on  Continental  Security, 
and  the  Regulations  with  Regard  to  the  same,  I  heg  Leave  to  recommend  to  your  imme- 
diate Notice  &  Attention,  and  that  you  will  take  the  proper  Steps  to  comply  with  them." 
—  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  195,  p.  297.  , 

Hereunder  are  given  the  resolves  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  postscript :  — 

"  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  on  the  ways  and 
means  for  raising  a  farther  sum  of  money ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  five  millions  of  continental  dollars  be  immediately  borrowed  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  annual  interest  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum: 

That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  the  lenders  for  the  payment  of  the 
sums  to  be  borrowed,  and  the  interest  arising  thereon,  and  that  certificates  be  given  to  the 
lenders  in  the  form  following,  viz. 

'  The  United  States  of  America  acknowledge  the  receipt  of dollars  from 


-,  which  they  promise  to  pay  to  the  said ,  or  bearer,  on  the 

day  of ,  with  "interest  annually,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent. 

per  annum,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  third  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1776.    Witness  the  hand  of  the  treasurer,  this day  of ,  A.D. 

Cotmtersigned'  by  the  commissioners  of  one  of  the  loan-offices  hereafter  mentioned. 

That,  for  the  convenience  of  the  lenders,  a  loan-office  be  established  in  each  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  commissioner  to  superintend  such  office  be  appointed  by  the  said 
states  respectively,  which  are  to  be  responsible  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty  in 
the  said  offices : 

That  the  business  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  to  deliver  certificates  for  all  such 
sums  of  money,  as  shall  be  brought  into  their  respective  offices  agreeable  to  these  resolu- 
tions, which  certificates  shall  be  indented  and  the  checks  kept  in  the  said  office  —  to 
keep  books,  in  which  regular  entries  shall  be  made  of  the  sums  borrowed  and  the  time 
when,  and  the  names  of  the  persons,  l)y  whom  the  said  suras  were  lent  —  to  transmit  to 
the  continental  treasurer  once  a  month  an  account  of  the  cash  in  their  respective  offices, 
and  to  answer  all  draughts  of  the  treasurer  to  the  amount  of  the  cash,  which  they  shall  at 
any  time  have  in  their  hands,  as  aforesaid  : 

that  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  shall  send  to  the  respective  loan  offices  such  a 
number  of  certificates  and  of  such  denominations  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  commission- 
ers of  the  treasury: 

That  no  certificate  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  than  three  hundred  dollars : 

That  the  several  sums  of  money  to  be  borrowed  shall  be  repaid  at  the  office,  where  the 
same  was  lent  at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  and  that —  the  annual  interest  shall  like- 
wise be  paid  at  the  said  office : 

That  the  said  commissioners  of  the  respective  loan  offices  be  intitled  to  receive  of  the 
United  States,  one  eighth  per  cent,  on  all  monies,  which  shall  be  brought  into  their  re- 
spective loan  offices  in  lieu  of  all  claims  and  demands,  that  they  may  have  for  transact- 
ing the  business  of  the  said  office."  — Journals  of  Congress :  Oct.  3,  1776. 

''  Resolved,  That  it  he  recommended  to  the  assemblies  and  conventions  of  the  United 
States  respectively,  to  annex  such  penalties  by  law  to  the  crime  of  counterfeiting  the  cer- 
tificatcB  or  notes  of  the  continental  loan  office,  as  are  or  shall  be  annexed  to  the  crime  of 
countei  feiting  the  continental  currency. 

Ordered,  Tluit  the  resolutions  for  borrowing  five  millions  of  dollars,  together  with  the 
above  resolve  be  published,  and  copies  thereof  sent  to  each  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  respective  states  l)e  desired  to  send  to  the  committee  of  the  continental  treasury  the 
names  of  the  commissioners  bv  them  appointed  in  consequence  of  the  said  resolutions." 
—  Ibid.,  Oct.  7,  1776. 

The  joint  committee  to  which  Hancock's  letter  and  the  accompanying  paper  were  re- 
ferred, concluded  their  report  as  follows  :  — 

"Your  Committee  further  report  as  their  Opinion  that  it  will  be  expedient  for  this  State 
agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  3"^  of  October  last  to  Establish  a  loan  Office 
and  to  appoint  a  Commissioner  to  superintend  said  Office,  for  the  Convenience  of  such 
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Persons  as  may  be  disposed  to  lend  their  Mony  to  the  Continent  at  the  rate  the  Con- 
gress have  prescribed.  —  All  which  is  submitted,"  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  210,  p  480. 

On  the  first  of  November,  Congress  passed  the  following  resolves  providing  for  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  above  resolve  relating  to  the  loan  offices,  and  looking  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  lottery :  — 

"  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ways  and  means 
of  supplving  the  treasury ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  of  money  be  raised  by  way  of  lottery,  for  defraying  the  expences 
of  the  next  campaign,  the  lottery  to  be  drawn  in  Philadelphia." — Journals  of  Congress: 
yuv.  1,  1776. 

The  following  precautions  were  afterwards  taken  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  tickets  of 
this  lottery :  — 

"  Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  the  loan-offices ;  whereupon. 
Resolved,  That  the  certificates  be  of  the  following  denominations  — 
737  of  1000  737.000 

1470  of  600  882,000 

2205  of   500  1,102,,500 

2940  of   400  1,176,000 

3675  of  300  1,102,500 


11027  5,000,000 

That  the  value  or  denomination  of  the  certificates,  be  in  different  parts  thereof  in  print 
and  writing: 

That  each  denomination  have  a  check  letter,  corresponding  with  a  letter  in  the  margin 
to  be  left  in  the  book : 

That  the  several  denominations  be  further  distinguished  from  each  other  by  having  the 
border  at  the  end  of  the  certificate  varied  or  altered  from  the  rest: 

That  the  engraved  ornaments  between  the  margin,  or  part  left  in  the  book  and  the  cer- 
tificate, be  cat  indcntwise,  first  having  occasional  dashes  made  with  a  pen  across  it,  of  the 
colour  with  which  the  treasurer  signs  his  name : 

That  the  impressions  of  the  rolling  press  with  the  signature  of  the  treasurer  in  certifi- 
cates of  the  highest  deiioininatiou  be  made  vviili  yellow  ink,  of  the  second  with  blue,  of 
the  third  with  red,  of  the  fourth  with  green,  and  of  the  fifth  or  lowest  denomination  with 
purple."  —  {Ibid.,  Nov.  15,  1776.) 

—  and,  twelve  days  later,  they  passed  the  following  resolve  to  prevent  further  the  counter- 
feiting or  forging  of  the  tii  kets  :  — 

"  Resolved^ Th\ii  it  be  reconiniendcd  to  the  legislatures  of  theUnited  States  respectively, 
to  pass  such  laws  as  will  most  effectually  tend  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  forging  of 
the  tickets  of  the  public  lottery."— /i^rf..  Nor.  27,  1776. 

On  the  6th  of  Kehruary,  the  House  conciuTed  in  the  following  resolve* passed  by  the 
Council  the  day  liefore : — 

"  Whereas  The  Hon'blc  Congress  did  by  a  Resolve  pass'd  the  3'''  of  October  last  direct 
that  a  loan  Office  should  be  Establisli'd  in  each  of  the  United  States,  &  that  a  Commis- 
sioner  to  superintend  such  Office  should  be  appointed  by  the  said  States  Respectively,  who 
are  to  lie  responsible  for  the  faithfull  Disch.arge  of  their  Duty  in  said  Office  —  And  this 
Court  in  Pursuance  of  said  Resolve  hav«  appointed  a  Commissioner  for  that  Purpose. — 

It  is  therefore  Resolved  That  the  Person  appointed  to  said  Office  shall  before  he  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  Execution  of  s:iid  Trust  give  Bond  with  two  Sureties  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  state  in  the  penal  Sum  of  Ten  Thousand  pounds  that  he  will  fiiithfully  execute  said 
Trust,  &  Strictly  adhere  &  Conform  to  the  directions  he  has  or  may  Receive  from  the 
Congress  Relative  to  the  discharge  of  his  Duty  as  a  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office 
Aforesaid." —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  212,  p.  311. 

The  following  is  a  part  of  a  report  presented  by  Tristram  Dalton;  the  rest  of  the  re- 
port related  to  the  forging  of  bills  of  public  credit,  &c.,  and  appears  in  thenotcsto  chapter 
44,  of  this  year,  and  chap.  39,  of  1778-79,  post :  — 

"The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  several  Resolves  of  the  Hon'''^  Congress  — 
dated  Octo  7"'.  Nov.  27"'.  1776  and  Jan^  14't>  1777  —  and  to  report  what  is  proper  to  be 
done  thereon  —  have  attended  that  Service  —  and  beg  Leave  to  report  — 

That  an  Act  be  passed  by  this  State  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  the  Bills  or  Notes  of 
the  Continental  Loan  Office  —  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  Octo  7"'  — 

and  also  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  forgin?  the  Ticketts  of  the  public  Lottery  — 
agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  Nov  27"'."—  Ibid.,  vol.  137,  p  126. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  passed,  by  both  houses,  to  bo  engrossed,  April  4th,  and  on 
the  next  day  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  38.  The  subject  of  providing  for  the  preservation  and  sequestration  of  the  es- 
tates abandoned  by  refugees,  early  engaged  the  attention  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and, 
on  May  3,  1775,  they  directed  the  quarter-mastcr-gencral  "to  pay  the  strictest  attention 
that  the  household  fdrnitnre  of  those  persons  who  have  taken  refuge  in  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton maybe  properly  secured,  and  disposed  of  in  places  of  safety;"  and,  on  the  22d  of 
May,  all  per.sons  in  the  province  were  forbidden  to  take  any  deed,  lease  or  conveyance  of 
the  real  estate  of  the  refugees.  Complaints  still  coming  in,  of  waste  and  destruction  of 
the  property  of  certain  refugees,  this  committee  resolved,  June  13,  1775,  "that  it  be  rec- 
ommended to  the  hnnorable'Congress  now  sitting  at  Watertown,  that  they  take  the  above 
into  their  consideration,  and  act  thereon,  as  to  them  in  their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet  " 

The  provincial  congress,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  conimittce  of  safct.v,  had 
already  appointed  "  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  the 

*  Printed  reaolvcs  of  the  Decuinliur  so.ssijii,  chapter  OXLVII. 
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grass  growing  on  the  estates  of  the  refugees  at  Cambridge,  Charlestown,  Roxbury  and 
Milton,"  and,  upon  the  report  of  this  committee,  they  had  recommended  the  committee  of 
safety  to  appoint  some  person  or  persons,  in  those  to\''ns,  to  cut  the  grass,  and  secure  the 
hay,  growing  on  the  said  estates,  "  in  some  convenient  place,  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony." 

They  also  appointed  a  committee  to  take  care  of  the  estates  of  the  refugees,  and  another 
committee"  to  take  into  consideration  the  property  of  some  persons,  who  have  left  their 
habitations  in  sundiy  towns  in  this  colony,  and  also  have  discovered  themselves  to  be  ene- 
mies to  the  rights  of  this  colony,  and  the  continent." 

The  report  of  this  last  named  committee  was,  on  the  21st  of  June,  put  into  the  form  of  a 
resolve,  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Cambridge,  Watertown  and 
Worcester  papers.     It  ran  as  follows  : — 

"  Whereas,  the  property  of  some  persons  who  have  left  their  habitations  in  sundry 
towns  in  this  colony,  and  have  discovered  themselves  to  be  enemies  to  the  rights  of  this 
colony,  and  th3  continent  of  America,  in  general,  and  have  taken  refuge  in  Boston,  and 
other  places,  under  tlie  protection  of  the  enemies  to  said  colony  and  continent :  therefore. 
Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  selectmen  and  committees  of  correspondence  of 
the  several  towns  and  districts  of  this  colony,  where  any  property  is  to  be  found  belonging 
to  any  of  the  aforesaid  persons,  that  they  take  the  same  into  theu"  care,  and  make  the  best 
improvement  thereof  in  their  power;  and  also,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  commit- 
tees or  selectmen,  to  use  their  endeavor,  that  no  strip  or  waste  be  made  on  such  property, 
and  to  keep  an  account  of  all  the  rents  and  profits  arising  from  the  same,  and  to  be  ac- 
coimtat)le  for  the  same,  to  this,  or  some  other  Congress  or  assembly  of  this  colony,  when 
thereto  required;  they  having  a  reasonable  allowance  made  for  their  trouble."  —  Printed 
Journals  of  the  Proiincial  Congress,  p.  368. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  the  committee  of  safety,  passed  resolves  with  regard  to  asking  the 
cooperation  of  the  provincial  congress,  in  securing  the  property  of  Gov.  Hutchinson,  at 
Milton ;  Iiut  the  congress  ordered  the  matter  to  "  subside ; "  it  "  being  before  provided  for 
by  this  congress." 

Three  days  later,  Messrs.  Hawley,  Sullivan  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  a  committee,  to 
bring  in  a  resolve  explanatory  of  the  resolve  of  June  '21st.  On  the  8th  of  July,  Capt. 
Stone  was  appointed  to  this  committee,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  and,  on  the  same 
day,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  made  and  accepted,  and  the  following  resolve  was 
passed :  — 

"  Whereas,  a  certain  resolve  was  made  and. passed,  on  the  21st  day  of  June  last,  respect- 
ing the  improvement  of  the  estates  of  several  persons  who  have  fled  to  General  Gage,  in 
manner  as  is  expressed  in  the  said  resolve,  and  it  being  made  to  appear  to  this  Congress 
that  the  said  resolve  is  taken  in  such  a  sense,  in  divers  parts  of  this  colony,  as  to  make  it 
necessary,  that  some  explanation  of  the  said  resolve  should  be  made  by  this  Congress,  it 
is  therefore.  Resolved,  that  henceforward  the  said  resolve  ought  not  to  l)e  construed  to- ex- 
tend to  any  estates  of  such  persons,  excepting  such  estates  as  are  left  unimproved  and 
void  of  any  occupant,  or  possessor,  and  that  no  other  estate  of  such  person  ought  to  l)e 
treated  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  said  resolve,  until  they  shall  be  regularly  indicted 
and  tried  for  their  supposed  offences. 

Ordei-ed  to  be  printed  in  the  several  papers."  —  Ibid.,  p.  475. 

The  following  appears  to  have  been  the  final  action  upon  the  subject,  by  the  provincial 
congress :  — 

"  July  11,  1775.  Resolved,  That  the  persons  employed  in  cutting  the  grass  on  the  land 
of  the  refugees,  be  allowed  half  a  pint  of  rum,  each,  per  day. — Ibid., p.  486. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  1775,  the  IIou se  of  Representative's  apponited  Capt.  Thatcher  Mr. 
Putnam  and  Deacon  Rawson,  a  committee  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  resolves  of  the 
provincial  congress,  respecting  the  estates  of  the  refugees.  This  was  followed  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  another  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Nye,  Kingsbury,  Hovey,  Allen  and 
Low  —  changed  some  days  later  by  the  substitution  of  Mr.  Bent,  for  Mr.  Nye,  who  was 
absent.  On  the  9th  of  November  the  committee  last  named  reported  the  following  re- 
solve :  — 

"  Whereas  there  are  a  Number  or  Persons  in  y"  Several  towns  In  this  Colony  that  have 
Left  Estates  Both  Reial  &  Personal  and  ■*■  Have  taken  Refuge  in  Boston  &  Else-where  & 
joined  themselves  to  Our  inveterate  &  unatural  Enemies  &  thereby  Render"^  themselves 
justly  Odius  to  all  true  freinds  of  this  Country 

Therefor  Resolv'i  that  ye  Select  men  and  Coramitys  of  Corespondencc  In  the  Several 
towns  where  Such  Estates  may  be  found.  Be  and  they  Hereby  are  Impower''  to  take 
hito  their  Care  all  Such  Personal  Estate  and  Suffer  no  waste  to  be  made  thereof  and  to 
Sell  or  Dispos^e  of  all  Such  Stock  as  Cannot  Bo  kept  on  Such  Estates  By  Reason  of  y" 
Scarcity  of  fodder.  And  to  take  Care  of  all  the  Produce  and  Disjiose  of  y^"  Same  to  y« 
Best  advantage  wherever  it  may  lie  found  on  Such  farms  or  Estates  Except  Such  as  are 
Improvd  fur  y^  Imediatc  use  of  this  Colonv  or  Continent  and  that  the  s''  Select  men  & 
Commitys  Continue  their  Care  of  all  Such  Personal  Estate  &  Produce  as  they  shall  not 
dis\K)se  "off  &  keep  an  acot  of  their  Doings  thereon  until  the  further  Order  of  this  Court 
and  Lay  their  Aco'^  B  Before  them  when  Requir''  c  and  that  M"". Watson  procure  this  to  be 
printed' in  the  several  News  Papers  of  this  Colony  — Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

J.  Warken     Spk^" —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  207, p.  270. 

The  House,  having,  on  the  11th  of  December,  sent  a  message  to  the  Council,  to  inquire 
ifi  he  Board  had  passed  upon  the  resolve,  as  reported,  the  Council  took  the  matter  into 
consideration,  on  the  I3ih,  and  finally  concurred  in  the  resolve,  with  the  following  amend- 
ments; viz.,  "at  A,  insert  »/m)-e  Irft  no  person  to  occupij  the  same  and;'  at  B,  insert 
'  on  oath  ; '  at  *'',  insert  '  that  justice  may  hereafter  be  done  to  the  public,  as  also  to  /ho\e 
individuals,  when  due  inquiry  can  be  made  into  their  conduct.'  "  Of  the  amendments  pro 
posed,  the  first  and  last  did  not  receive  the  concurrence  of  the  House.    The  resoivc  was 
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sent  for,  by  the  Council,  on  the  18th,  and,  on  the  27th,  not  havinsx  been  reported  upon  by 
the  Council,  it  was  again  sent  down  to  the  House,  by  request.  By  the  minutes  upon  the 
original  draught,  in  the  archives,  as  well  as  by  the  recorded  doings  of  the  Council  and 
House,  upon  this  resolve,  on  the  18th  and  27th,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  passed, 
notwithstanding  an  entry  to  that  effect  in  the  so-called  I'ccords  of  the  General  Court. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1776,  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ilawley, 
Sullivan  and  Rice  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  empoweriiig  the  selectmen,  and 
committee  of  correspondence,  of  the  several  towns  where  there  are  estates  of  any  refugees, 
to  dispose  of  them  as  they  may  judge  most  just  and  iirudent.  This  committee,  on  the  8th, 
reported  certain  resolves,  which,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council,  are 
given  below : — 

"  Jan  8,  1776.  The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  disposing  of  the 
Estates  of  the  Refugees,  reported.    Read  and  accepted. 

Whereas  several  Persons  belonging  to  tlii*  Colony  have  joined  the  ministerial  Troops, 
and  others  who  are  in  an  hostile  Manner  endeavouring  to  further  the  Measures  of  the 
British  Administration  for  enslaving  the  uniting  American  Colonies,  and  several  others 
belonging  to  this  Colony  have  absconded  and  removed  themselves  out  of  this  Colony 
with  intent  either  to  promote  and  further  the  said  Measures  of  Administration,  or  to  es- 
cape the  Trouble  and  Expenee  of  a  necessary  Oi)position  to  such  wicked  and  Arljitrary 
Measures,  and  divers  of  both  Sorts  have  left  Estate  either  Real  or  Personal  within  this 
Colony :  And  whereas  much  Estate  so  left  has  been  already  wasted,  and  more  thereof  is 
liable  to  be  wasted  and  perish  :  And  whereas  some  of  the  said  absconding  Persons  have 
by  various  Arts  procured  the  Rents  of  their  deserted  real  Estates,  and  their  Personal  Es- 
tate itself  or  the  Proceeds  thereof  to  be  remitted  to  them. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  and  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  any 
Town  in  this  Colony,  where  the  Estate  either  Real  or  Personal,  or  l)oth,  belonging  to  any 
such  Person  or  Persons  above  described,  shall  be  found,  be  and  hereby  are  impowered 
and  directed  according  to  their  best  Discretion  and  Judgment  so  to  Manage,  Order,  and 
Lease  such  Real  Estate,  as  that  waste  may  be  prevented  as  much  as  possible  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  also  to  take  Possession  of,  order  and  dispose  such  Personal  Estate  as  (A.) 
above  described,  in  such  Manner  as  that  the  same  may  not  be  emliezzled  or  sulfered  to 
perish,  and  also  in  such  Manner  as  neither  the  Rents  of  such  Real  Estate  or  the  Personal 
Estate  itself  or  the  Proceeds  thereof  should  get  to  the  Hands  or  Use  of  any  of  (B)  the 
above  described  Persons  or  any  of  them,  in  no  Case  wherein  such  Selectmen  and  Commit- 
tee shall  judge  it  inexpedient  and  against  the  Public  good  of  the  Colony,  any  former  Or- 
ders or  Resolves  of  Congress  or  General  Court  to  the  contraiy  notwithstanding. 

And  that  such  Selectmen  and  Committee  of  Correspondence  keep  such  fair  and  full  Ac- 
counts of  all  their  Proceedings  and  Doings  in  the  Premises  as  that  they  may  b«  able  to 
inform  the  General  Court  thereof  (C.)  whenever  they  shall  be  thereto  required.  Sent  up 
for  Concurrence." —  House  Journal,  p.  127. 

"Jan. 11,  1776.  Caleb  dishing.  Esq;  brought  down  the  Resolve  which  passed  this 
House  the  8th  Instant,  relative  to  the  Estates  of  Refugees,  with  the  following  Vote  of 
Council  thereon,  viz.  In  Council,  January  Wth,  1776.  Read  and  concurr'd  with  the 
Amendments  specified  in  the  annexed  Paper.    Sent  down  for  Concurrence. 

The  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Board  are  as  follow,  viz.  at  A  dele  '  above  de- 
scribed,' and  insert,'  who  hare  joined  the  ministerial  Troops  and  others,  or  loho  have  ab- 
sconded this  Colony  as  aforesaid.'  At  B  dele  '  the  above  described  Persons  or  any  of  them,' 
and  insert,*  thosetcho  have  joined  the  Ministerial  Troops  and  others,  or  who  have  absconded 
the  Colony  as  aforesaid.'  At  C  add,  '  to  whom  they  are  to  be  account  ible,  provided  always, 
that  nothing  in  the  foregoing  Resolve  shall  extend  to  such  Estates  Real  or  Personal,  as  are 
noio  improved  by  Persons  late  Inhabitants  of  the  Toion  of  Boston,  loho  have  given  tip  their 
Estates  in  said  Town  to  the  Owners  of  the  Estates  on  ivhich  they  now  dwell.' 

Read  and  non-concurr'd,  and  tliellouse  propose  the  following  Amendments,  viz.  At 
A  dele  '  above  described,'  and  insert '  who  have  joined  the  Ministerial  Troops  and  others,  or 
tcho  have  absconded  this  Colony  as  aforesaid.'  At  B  dele  '  the  above  described  Persons  or 
am/  of  them  '  and  insert '  those  who  have  joined  the  Ministerial  Troops  and  others,  or  who 
have  absconded  this  Colony  as  aforesaid.'     Sent  up  for  Concurrence." —  Ibid.,  p.  141. 

Nothing  appears,  on  the  records  or  in  the  archives,  to  show  that  the  foregoing  resolves 
were  adopted. 

The  House  Journal  contains  the  record  of  another  set  of  resolves,  which  appear  to  have 
been  the  foundation  of  the  resolves  which  were  finally  passed,  April  2:3d,  and  which  are 
hereinafter  printed  in  full.    The  resolves  in  the  Journal  are  as  follows  :— 

"  Feb.  14,  1776.  Whereas  sundry  Persons  of  this  Colony  have  joined  our  unnatural 
Enemies,  who  are  in  a  hostile  Manner  endeavouring  to  inslave  the  united  Colonies;  and 
others  have  absconded,  and  removed  themselves  out  of  this  Colony,  with  intent  either  to 
aid  the  despotic  Measures  of  our  Enemies,  or  to  escape  the  Trouble  and  Expenee  of  a 
manly  Opposition  to  our  wicked  Adversaries :  And  divers  of  both  sorts,  have  left  Es- 
tates cither  Real  or  Personal,  much  of  which  has  been  already  wasted,  and  more  is  lial)le 
to  Waste.  And  as  some  of  s.ud  Persons  have,  by  various  Arts,  obtained  the  Rents  of 
such  deserted  Estates,  and  such  Personal  Estates  also,  or  the  Proceeds  thereof: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen,  and  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  (if  any 
such)  of  any  Town  in  this  Colony,  where  in  their  Opinion  there  is  any  such  Real  or  Per- 
sonal Estate  as  aforesaid,  shall,  and  they  hereby  are  impowered  and  directed  until  the 
further  Order  of  this  Court,  according  to  their  best  Discretion  and  judgment,  to  take  Pos- 
session of,  and  so  to  Order  and  Lease  such  Real  Estate,  as  thfit  Waste  may  be  prevented 
as  much  as  possible  for  the  future :  and  also  to  take  Possession  of,  and  so  to  Order  and  dis- 
pose of  such  Personal  Estate  as  that  the  same  may  not  bo  embezzled,  or  wasted ;  and 
also,  in  such  Manner  as  that  no  Part  of  such  Estates,  or  of  the  Profits  irisiug  therefrom, 
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should  get  into  the  Hands,  or  any  way  Benefit  such  Persons,  who  have  (or  shall  have 
joined  our  Enemies,  or  absconded  as  aforesaid;  any  former  Order  or  Resolve  of  the  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony,  or  of  our  General  Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  such 
Selectmen  and  Committees  of  Correspondence  (if  any  such)  shall  keep  fair'  and  full  Ac- 
counts of  all  their  Proceedings  and  Doings  in  the  Premises,  and  shall  render  such  Ac- 
counts to  this  Court,  when  thereunto  required,  and  unto  whom  they  shall  be  accountable. 

Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  tha  foregoing  Resolve  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
such  Estates  as  aforesaid,  whether  Real  or  Personal,  as  are  now  held  and  possessed  by 
any  Person  friendly  to  this  Colony,  by  virtue  of  any  written  Conveyance,  or  Agreement, 
bearing  date,  and  actually  executed  on  or  before  the  22d  Day  of  May,  1773.  Sent  up  for 
Concurrence." — Ibid.,  p.  293. 

Pending  the  passage  of  the  resolves  providing  for  a  regular  system  of  management  of 
the  estates  of  refugees,  the  Assembly  made  the  following  temporary  provisions  for  pre- 
serving the  estates  of  refugees  from  the  town  of  Boston,  which,  upon  the  evacuation  of 
that  t  jwu  by  the  royal  forces,  had  come  under  the  control  of  the  Legislature:  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  23'i  march  1776 

Whereas  the  Mandamus  Counsellors,  Commissioners  of  the  Custom  &  others  the  open 
&  avowed  Enemys  to  the  Rights  of  their  Country  &  the  Cause  of  Liberty  have  been 
compel  Id  by  the  Terror  of  the  American  Arms  &  an  apprehension  of  the  Resentment  of  a 
justly  incensd  People  to  depart  the  Town  of  Boston  (at  any  time  since  19-."  April  1775  & 
before  20  march  instant)  abandoning  not  onlj-^  their  Houses  &  Real  Estates  but  also  in 
their  hasty  &  precipitate  Flight  their  Personal  &  other  moveable  EflFects  to  a  very  con- 
siderable value.  Resolved  That  Mr  Broion,  Mr  SpV  Cooper  DeaCJ  Rawson  W.  Pitts  & 
Col'?  Sartel  be  a  Cominitte  to  repair  to  the  Town  of  Boston  &  there  take  or  cause  to  be 
taken  just  &  true  accounts  of  said  Houses  &  Real  Estates,  Personal  &  other  moveable 
EtTects,  the  property  of  the  beforementioned  mandamus  Counsellors  &  others,  To  com- 
mitt  the  charge  &  care  of  s'^  Estates  &  Etfects  to  such  suitable  Persons  as  they  may 
Judge  proper,  &  to  make  Report  of  their  proceedings  hereon  as  soon  as  may  be,  that  this 
Court  may  take  such  further  order  thereon  as  may  be  necessary  &  fitting  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  William  Cooper  "Spif  Pro  Tem" 

In  Council  March  25''  1776  Read  &  concurred  as  taken  into  a  new  Draught*  seutdown 
for  Concun-ence  Perez  Morton    D  Secr^ 

In  House  of  Representatives  March  25'!»  1776    Read  &  concurred.    Sent  up 

WiLLiAji  Cooper    Sp""  Pro  Tem» 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  208,^.  227. 

"  April  3,  1776.  On  a  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Major  Cross,  Mr.  Tamer  and  Mr.  Davis, 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  further  Power  is  necessary  to  be  given  to  the  Committee 
lately  appointed  by  this  Court  to  take  Care  of  certain  Estate-  in  Boston,  and  report.    *    * 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  whit  further  Power  is  necessary  to  be  given  to 
the  Committee  apiiointed  to  take  Care  of  certain  Estates  in  -Bostow, reported." — House 
Joinmal,  pp.  74  and  75. 

"  In  the  Uotisu  of  Representatives  April  3<i  1776. — 

Whereas  this  Court  have  received  information,  that  considerable  parts  of  the  Real  & 
Personal  Estates  of  the  Mandamus  Councillers,  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  &  other 
opon  &  avowed  Enemies  to  the  Rights  &  Liberties  of  America  who  have  departed  this 
Colony  since  April  19'.  1775  are  now  in  the  occupation  &  possession  of  Persons  who  have 
clandestinely  taken  the  same;  &  others  under  pretence  of  Gift,  Sale  or  Attachment,  claim 
a  Right  to  hold  &  enjoy  such  Estate  &  Etfects,  by  which  ])ractises  the  Pnblick  or  Indi- 
viduals may  be  greatly  injured;  for  prevention  whereof —  Resolved,  that  the  Committee 
ap;)omted,  to  take  Inventories  of,  &  to  secure  till  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  the 
Estate  &  Effects  of  said  Abscond  rs,  in  the  Town  of  Boston  be  &  hereby  are  impowered 
to  cause  every  such  Person  or  Person  t  as  they  know  or  have  good  cause  to  suspect  have 
in  their  occupation  or  possession  any  Estate  late  the  Property  of  the  afores''  Mandamus 
Councillers  &c  and  thorn  to  examine" thereon,  &  if  need  be  to  require  answers  upon  Oath 
respecting  the'  concealment  or  conveyance  of  said  Effects  as  the  Law  allows  in  similar 
cases  cases  t  with  respect  to  the  Effects  of  Intestates ;  and  said  Commie  are  also  authorised 
&  directed  to  take  into  their  possession  and  secure  such  Estate  &  Effects ;  (as  also  the 
Estate  &  Etfects  of  any  Persons  in  Great  Britain  which  by  vertiic  of  powers  of  Attorney 
were  under  the  care  &  direction  of  said  Mandamus  Councillers  &=  iintill  the  further 
Orders  of  this  Court,  any  Attachment  or  Civil  Process  made  or  commenced  since  the  19', 
of  April  last  notwithstanding  —  Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

William  Cooper    Spf  Pro  Tem" 

In  Council  April  3^  1776    Read  &  concurred  Perez  Mortox    D  Secry 

Consentedto"— [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  208,  yj.  328. 

On  the  fifth  of  April,  a  committee  previously  appointed  '•  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be 
done  with  those  persons,  in  Boston,  who  have  appeared  to  be  inimical  to  the  colonics," 
was  directed  "  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  the  etfects  of  such  as  may  be 
confined  l)v'  order  of  court,  and  report  "  This  action  was  taken  in  order  to  justify  that 
committee  in  reporting  a  clause  respectiuii  the  estates  of  refugees  which  thev  scein  to  have 
prepared  without  special  authority  and  which  was  struck  out  of  their  report  before  it  was 
adopted  bv  the  House  (Sec  1778-79,  ch.  48,  note,  pos<.)  On  the  8th,  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolves  which  "  passed  the  House  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  " 
(Feb.  14),  and,  for  that  purpose,  the  resolves  were  sent  down  from  the  Council,  upon  a 
message  theref'ir  from  the  House.  On  the  9th,  these  resolves  were  committed  to  Messrs. 
Sullivan,  Dwight,  Story,  Rice  and  Freeman.    This  committee  was  changed,  on  the  12lh, 

*  See  the  new  draught  of  this  resolve  in  the  supplementary  note  to  1778-79,  chap.  48,  p.  1064,  post. 

t  Sic. 
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by  the  substitution  of  Messrs.  Stickney,  Stone  and  Brooks,  for  Messrs.  Sullivan  and 
Freeman,  excused,  and  Dwight,  who  was  absent.  Col.  Davis  was  added  to  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  15th,  and,  on  the  17th,  Major  Ely  was  substituted  for  Col.  Brooks.  On  the 
19th  of  April  the  following  resolves  were  passed :  — 

"  Whereas  sundry  persons  of  this  Colony  have  joined  our  unnatural  Enemies  who  have 
in  a  hostile  manner  been  endeavouring  to  enslave  the  United  Colonies;  and  others  have 
absconded  &  removed  out  of  this  Colony  with  intent  to  aid  the  despotick  measures  of  our 
enemies  and  divers  of  both  Sorts  have  left  Estates  both  Real  &  personal  much  of  which 
have  been  already  wasted  and  more  is  liable  to  waste  therefore 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  Safety  &  Inspection  in  each  and 
every  Town  &  plantation  in  this  Colony  where  there  is  any  real  or  personal  Estate  in  their 
respective  Towns  belonging  to  any  person  or  persons  that  in  their  opinion  have  fled  to 
Boston  in  the  late  time  of  distress  to  secure  themselves  or  that  have  joined  the  unnatural 
Enemies  of  the  United  Colonies  or  that  have  withdrawn  themselves  out  of  this  Colony  to 
aid  the  despotick  measures  of  our  Enemies  —  That  they  immediately  take  possession  of 
all  such  Estates  and  according  to  their  best  discretion  and  Judgment  for  the  use  of  this 
Colony  order  and  Lease  out  such  Real  Estate  to  such  person  or  persons  and  for  such  sum 
and  sums  of  money  as  they  shall  think  proper  for  the  space  of  one  Year  and  that  they 
return  to  this  Court  a  true  Inventory  of  such  personal  Estate  as  they  shall  receive  into 
their  possession  belonging  to  each  such  person  and  also  an  Account  to  whom  they  shall 
let  the  said  Estate  andthe  Amount  of  the  Rent  they  shall  agree  to  be  paid  for  the  same 
any  former  order  or  Resolve  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  or  of  the  General  Court  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding  In-ovided  always  that  nothing  in  the  foregoing  resolve  shall 
be  construed  to  extend  to  such  Estates  as  aforesaid  whether  real  or  personal  as  are  now 
held  &  possesed  by  persons  friendly  to  this  Colony  by  Virtue  of  any  written  conveyance 
bearing  date  and  Actually  executed  on  or  before  the  22d  day  of  May  1775  — 

AndVhcreas  sundry  persons  in  this  Colony  did  not  actually  join  our  unnatural  Enemies 
ndr  remove  out  of  this  Colony  l>ut  have  discovered  a  strong  attachment  to  them  and  been 
aiding  &  assisting  them  in  their  wicked  designs  all  in  their  power  and  have  approvd  of 
their  measures  — 

It  is  therefore  further  Resolved  That  the  Committee  aforesaid  be  directed  to  make  return 
to  this  Court  at  or  before  the  second  Tuesday  of  their  next  Session  of  the  names  of  all 
persons  who  have  in  any  manner  acted  against  or  opposed  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of 
this  Country,  or  who  have  signed  or  Voted  any  address  to  General  Gage  approving  his 
Errand  to  this  Colony  or  his  Administration  since  the  dissolution  of  the  General  Court  at 
Salem  in  1774  or  to  Governor  Hutchinson  after  the  arrival  of  General  Gage  or  to  General 
How,  or  who  have  signed  and  promoted  any  Association  for  joining  or  assisting  the  Ene- 
mies of  this  Continenent  and  of  such  as  have  fled  from  this  Colony  to  or  with  the  British 
Army  fleet  or  elsewhere  together  with  their  respective  crimes  and  Evidences  or  depositions 
which  may  be  procured  to  prove  the  same  unless  such  person  or  persons  shall  have  given 
ample  Satisf;iction  to  the  public  of  their  sincere  contrition  thorough  reformation  and  firm 
attachment  to  the  Rights  and  Interest  of  this  and  the  other  united  Colonies  of  America  — 
And  it  is  recotnmended  to  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in  the  several  Counties  to  aid  & 
assist  such  Committees  in  taking  such  Depositions  us  may  be  procured  in  the  premisses: 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J    Warren     Spk"' 

In  Council  Ap' 23  1776    Read  &  concurred  —  Perez  Morton     Dpy  Secy 

Consented  to."—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  151,  p.  49  * 

Hereunder  are  given  the  principal  proceedings  that  took  place  in  respect  to  the  estates 
of  refugees,  after  the  passage  of  the  foregoing  resolve  :— 

"  In"the  house  of  Representatives  May  2''.  1776 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  this  Court  in  March  last  a  Committee  was  appointed  after  tlic 
enemy  fled  from  Boston  to  repair  to  the  Town  of  Boston  and  there  take  possession  of 
Houses  and  real  Estates  personal  and  other  moveable  Effects  belonging  to  mandamus 
Councilors  and  others  that  were  left  in  the  said  Town  by  any  person  who  went  off  with 
the  Fleet  and  Army  and  to  keep  the  same  in  their  possession  till  the  further  order  of  tlie 
General  Court  And  whereas  afterwards  viz',  on  the  19ii>.  day  of  April  last  a  resolve 
passed  this  Court  impowring  the  Com"'"',  of  Correspondence  &c».  to  lease  out  the  Ileal 
Estates  of  Certain  persons  therein  particularly  mentioned  and  to  return  an  Inventory  of 
all  personal  Estate  belonging  to  such  persons  as  they  should  receive  into  their  possession 
as  by  the  same  resolve  will  fully  appear  — 

And  whereas  it  is  Apprehended  Iiy  some  persons  that, the  resolve  last  mentioned  may 
interfere  with  the  resolve  for  appointing  the  Corn'>=i\  aforesaid  to  take  possession  of  the 
personal  Estates  of  those  who  went  off  from  Boston  with  the  Fleet  and  Army  therefore 

Resolved  That  the  Com'™.  Appointed  by  the  house  of  Representatives  for  the  purpose 
fir«t  mentioned  be  and  thev  hereby  are  fully  Authorized  ami  impowred  to  retain  in  their 
possession  all  such  Real  and  personal  Estate  as  they  have  already  taken  or  hereafter  may 
in  pursuance  of  their  first  Appointment  take  into  their  possession  &  lease  out  said  real  Es- 
tates as  the  Com*';''  of  Corrispondence  &''  are  authorized  to  do  till  the  further  order  of  the 
Great  and  general  Court  of  this  Colony  the  resolve  of  the  19'.".  of  April  notwithstanding  — 
Provided  always  that,  untill  the  further  Order  of  the  General  Court,  there  be  allowed  to 
the  wives  and  Children  of  such  Obnoxious  persons  as  are  above  descril^ed  so  much  out  of 
their  respective  Estates  or  the  improvement  thereof  as  is  necessary,  in  the  Judgement  of 
the  Committee,  for  their  Support,  they  being  unable  otherways  to  support  themselves. 

And  whereas  Sundry  Articles  of  the  Estates  above  mentioned  may  be  liable  to  perish, 
it  is  therefore  further  resolved  that  the  Com'™,  first  aforesaid  be-&  tliey  hereby  are  directed 
Ik  impowered  to  dispose  of  such  perishable  articles  8c  such  only,  by  pul)lic  sale  and  ren- 
der an  Account  of  the  proceeds  to  the  General  Court  as  soon  as  may  ho."— Ibid.,  vol.  209, 
p   107. 

*From  a  "copy  :  iIk'  urigiiial  r  Ives,  subsequently  fouml,  are  in  Mass.  ArciiiTes,  vol.  208,  p. 
■63. 
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On  the  4th  of  May,  the  foregoincj  resolve  was  read,  in  the  Council,  and  referred  to  a  joint 
committee,  consisting  of  Benjamin  Greenlcaf  and  Thomas  Cushing,  of  the  Council,  and 
Messrs  Freeman,  Partridge  and  Stone,  of  the  House,  who  immediately  reported,  as  an 
amendment,  the  proviso  in  the  first  resolve;  and  it  was  adopted. 

"  May  7,  1776.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge  ))ring  in  a  Resolve,  directing  the  Commit- 
tee for  taking  Care  of  certain  Estates  in  Boston,  to  put  the  Books,  &c.  left  by  Harrison 
Gmy,  into  the  Hands  of  Henry  Gardner,  Esq;  who  reported  the  following,  which  was 
read  and  passed,  viz. 

liesolved.  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  their  Possession  the  Effects  of  a6- 
seonding  Tories,  Ijc,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  take  an  Inventory  of  the  Books, 
Bonds,  valtial)le  Papers  of  all  kinds,  and  all  other  Articles  which  have  been,  or  may  be 
found,  which  were  in  the  Possession  of  Harrison  Gray,  Esq;  as  Treasurer  of  this  Colony, 
and  that  they  delivered  said  Books,  Papers,  &c.  into  the  Hands  of  our  present  Colony 
Treasurer,  and  take  his  Receipt  for  said  Articles,  and  lodge  it  in  the  Secretary's  Ollice. 

Sent  up  for  Concinrence.  *  *  *  * 

Moses  Gill,  Esq;  brought  down  *  *  the  Resolve  of  the  House 

for  delivering  the  Treasurer  the  Books,  Papers,  &c.  left  by  Harrison  Gray;  with  the  fol- 
lowing Vote  of  Council  thereon,  viz.  In  Council,  May  7,  177G.  Read  and  concurred, 
with  the  Amendment  at  A,  viz.  At  A,  dele  'absconding  Tories,'  and  insert  '  such  ob- 
noxious Persons  who  have  left  Bo.'sto?i,  with  the  Fleet  arid  Armv.'  Sent  down  for  Con- 
currence.    Read  and  concurred." —  House  Journal,  pp.  256  and  258. 

"  Jime  25,  1776.  On  Motion,  Ordered,  That  Col.  Coffin,  Capt  Brown,  of  Abingdon,  and 
Col.  Sartell,  i)e  a  Committee  to  inspect  the  Returns  of  the  Committees  of  Correspondence, 
&c.  of  several  Towns  in  the  Colony,  with  respect  to  the  Estates  of  Refugees,  &e.  and  re- 
port, if  any  thing  is  proper  for  this  Court  to  do  thereon." —  Ihid.,  p.  127. 

"  June  25,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  *Whereas  a  Resolve  passed  this 
Court  dated  the  19'.';  of  April  1776.  directing  the  Committees  of  Correspondance  &c.  in  , 

this  Colony  to  lease  out  the  real  Estates  of  Tories  who  have  fled  to  the  British  Fleet,  or 
Army  for  protection,  and  take  an  Inventory  of  their  Personal  Estate  &c  wherein  no  pro- 
vision is  made  for  their  families  which  are  left  on  those  Estates  whereby  great  cxpences 
may  accrue  to  the  towns  to  which  they  respectively  belong  —  It  is  therefore  Resolved,  that 
the  Committees  of  Correspondance,  Inspection,  and  Safety  in  those  towns  in  this  Colony 
wherein  there  are  Estates,  which  in  pursuance  of  said  Resolve  come  under  their  Cogniz- 
ance, be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to  allow  to  the  families  of  those  enemies  to  theii 
Country  describ'd  in  said  Resolve  so  much  of  the  improvement  of  said  Estates  as  in  theii 
opinion  is  necessary,  together  with  the  Industry  of  said  families  for  their  comfortable  sup 
port,  and  account  with  this  Court  as  by  said  Resolve  is  provided  and  the  selectmen  (or 
Overseers  of  the  poor  where  such  are  appoiiited)  are  hereby  empowered  to  bind  out  the 
Children  of  such  Tories  in  like  manner  as  they  are  by  Law  empowered  to  bind  out  the 
poor  of  their  Towns  —  and  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  dis 
pose  of  any  perishable  goods  belonging  to  said  Estates  and  which  are  otherwise  in  dangei 
of  being  lost,  for  the  most  they  will  sell  for. 

In  Council.   Read,  &  nonconcurred." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXX  F.,  p.  77. 

"  July  4,  1776.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  tResolved,  That  John  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Cooper,  John  Pitts,  Josiah  Sartel,  &  Edward  Rawson  Esq?,  being  a  Comittee  for 
taking  Inventorys  &c  of  the  Estates  witliin  the  Town  of  Boston,  which  have  been  left,  or 
deserted  by  sundry  Persons  supposed  to  be  inimical  to  the  rights,  &  Liberties  of  America, 
be,  &  they  hereby  are  directed  to  make  Sale  of  all  Chaises  &  other  Ca''viages  belonging  to 
such  Estates,  they  first  having  the  same  appraised  by  the  most  suita:,;e  persons,  &  then 
advertizeing  the  same  for  Sale  at  such  Appraizements,  &  all  that  may  remain  unsold  at  a 
day  that  said  Comt'^e  may  appoint,  shall  then  be  advertia'd  to  be  Sold  at  i)ublic  Vendue  — 
all  W;!'  shall  be  carried  into  effect  by  said  Com'f.e  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  they 
to  be  accountable  to  the  General  Court  for  the  proceeds  of  suoh  Sales.  In  Council.  Read, 
&  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  the  Major  part  of  the  Council."  —  Ibid.,  p.  149.  J  —  See 
supijleuientary  note,  p.  725,  post. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed.  Mar.  29,  1777,  with 
between  twenty  and  thirty  amendments  annexed.  On  the  31sf,  the  House  concurred  in  all 
but  three  of  these  ameuLlmeuts.  On  the  first  of  April,  the  Council  appointed  Messrs.  Sever 
and  Diina  upon  a  couiaiittee  of  conference,  in  which  the  Hou,>e  concurred,  the  next  day, 
and  joined  Messrs  Cooper  and  Cashing.  On  the  9th,  after  an  amendment  proposed  by 
the  House  had  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  enacted. 

The  following  resolves  seem  entitled  to  a  place  here :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan.  31.  1777 

§  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  securing  the  Estates  of  the  absconding  Enemies  to 
the  Rights  of  America  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  cause  to  1)0  dcliverd  to  the 
Board  of  War  for  this  State,  all  such  Articles  being  part  of  the  Effects  of  the  Absconders 
aforesaid,  as  said  Board  may  order  or  have  occasion  for  for  the  Use  &  Defence  of  this 
and  the  other  United  States.  The  said  Board  of  War  to  be  accountable  to  the  General 
Court  for  the  same —  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J,  W.viiRiiN    SplC 

In  Council  Jay  31.  1777     Read  &  Concurred  John  Avury    Dpx  Seer 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  212,  p.  213. 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  5"'  1777 

H  Whereas  in  pursuance  of  a  Resolve  passed  this  Court  y  25t.'»  of  March  1776  the  Com- 
mittee therein  appointed  to  take  into  their  Custody  the  Estates  left  by  the  '  Mauda- 
nins  CouncellOrs,  Commissioners  of  the  Customs,  ^Others  open  &  avowed  Enemies  to 
the  Rights  &  Liberties  of  America  who  have  departed  the  Town  of  Boston  thro'  fear  of 
the  American  Arms  &  the  just  Resentment  of  their  iujinvd  Countrymen  since  the  19"'  of 
A.pril  1775'  —  the  said  Committee  have  taken  into  their  hands  a  large  Quantity  of  Hous- 

*  Printed  reaolves,  chapter  CDC.  •  t  Jbid.,  chapter  CCXVHI. 

X  The  original  resolve  is  in  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  210,  p.  10. 
f  Ibid.,  December  session,  chapter  CXXXL  11  Ibid.,  March  session,  chapter  CXCV. 
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hold  Furniture  &  other  personal  Estate  as  appears  by  an  Inventory  thereof  now  exhibited 
to  this  Court — And  whereas  said  Committee  have  represented  to  this  Court  the  great 
Danger  Damage  and  Difficulty  liliely  to  attend  the  keeping  said  Goods  any  longer —  It  is 
therefore 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Committee  be  &  they  hereby  are  inipowred  to  make  Sale  by 
puljlic  Auction  of  all  such  Goods  in  their  hands  as  abovementioned,  advertising  the  same 
Fourteen  days  at  least  before  such  Sale  in  two  of  the  Boston  news  papers,  &  that  they 
make  a  Return  of  their  proceedings  to  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen!  Court  —  Sent  up  for 
Concurrence  J    Warren    Spk^ 

In  Council  May  5.  1777    Read  &  Concurred  Jn9  Avery    Dpy  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  213,  p.  478. 
"  To  the  honorable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  general  Court  assembled, 

The  Petition  of  Martin  Brimmer  of  Boston  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  Merchant  humbly 
sheweth  that  an  Act  of  the  great  &  general  Court  in  s''  State  passed  the  fourteenth  Day  of 
April  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand,  seven  hundred,  and  seventy  seven  irapowered 
the  several  Judges  of  Probate  in  their  respective  Counties  in  the  State  afores''  to  nominate 
and  appoint  Agents  for  such  Persons  as  have  absconded  themselves  from  this  State  and 
are  supposed  to  have  gone  over  to  the  Enemies  of  the  united  States  of  America,  and  that 
such  Agents  were  thereby  authorised  and  impowered  to  demand  &  receive,  enter  into,  and 
take  Possession  of  all  tlie  Goods  &  Estate  of  every  kind  left  by  the  Persons  tij  whose 
Estates  they  were  appointed  Agents,  and  to  prosecute  and  sue  for  the  same  in  as  full  a 
manner  as  if  the  absent  Persons  were  naturally  dead,  and  the  Agents  were  appointed 
Administrators  of  their  Estates  —  that  the  lionble  Thomas  Gushing  Esqf  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk  hath  nominated  and  ajipointctl  your  Petitioner  Agent  for 
Thomas  Apthorp  Esq''  late  of  Boston  who  hath  absented  himself  from  this  State  and  is 
supposed  to  have  gone  over  to  the  Enemies  of  the  united  States  of  America  —  that  your 
Petitioner  as  Agent  qualified  &  impowered  as  the  Law  directs  hath  appl.yed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Sequcstrntion  of  the  Town  of  Boston  for  the  Goods  and  Estate  of  the  s''  Ap- 
thorp which  are  in  the  their  Possession  and  which  they  are  willing  to  deliver  to  him 
when  ever  this  Court  shall  direct  them  so  to  do;  but  as  there  is  a  late  Resolve  of  the 
Court  which  directs  them  to  sell  the  s^'  Goods  they  are  at  a  loss  ^o  know  how  to  proceed, 
and  pray  that  this  hoiilile  Court  would  give  them  further  Directions  in  the  Premises,  and 
your  Petitioner  humbly  prays  that  he  may  be  permitted  as  Agent  afores'J  to  receive  the 
s^i  Goods  and  Estate  and  to  administer  upon  them  as  the  Law  directs,  and  as  in  Duty 
bound  will  ever  pray  M.  Brimmer."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  214,  p.  190. 

The  above  petition  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  Jane  16,  1777,  who  reported  the 
following  resolve, *which  was  adopted  on  the  day  following:  — 

"  Resolved  that  the  Committee  of  Sequestration  of  the  Town  of  Boston  be,  &  are  hereby 
directed  to  deliver  to  Martin  Brimmer,  who  has  been  duly  appointed  ))y  the  Judge  of  Pror 
bate  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  Agent  on  the  Estate  of  Thomas  Apthorp  all  the  Goods  & 
Effects  of  the  sd  Thomas  which  are  now  in  their  hands  or  under  their  care  —  any  Resolve 
of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."—  Ibid.,  p.  189. 

"Dec.  15,  1777.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  fit  being  made  to  appear  to  this 
Court  that  great  Strip  and  Waste  has  been  made  on  some  of  the  Real  Estates  of  Persons 
or  the  Heirs  of  Persons  who  have  fled  to  our  Enemies  for  protection,  which  Estates  lie  in 
this  Government,  but  no  Agents  have  yet  been  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  same. 
Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Judges  of  Probate  in  the  several  Counties  in  this  State  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  Authorized  and  Directed,  to  appoint  some  person  or  persons  of  prudence  and 
ability  (where  Agents  are  not  already  appointed)  for  the  special  purpose  of  prosecuting 
any  Person  or  Persons  who  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  guilty  of  such  Offences.  And 
the  Person  or  Persons  so  appointed  shall  have  as  full  and  ample  power  and  authority  to 
prosecute  and  pursue  all  such  wrong  Doers  to  final  Judgment  and  Execution  as  any  Agent 
could  have  had,  if  appointed  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  in  pursuance  of  an  Act.,  entitled, 
'  An  Act  to  prevent  the  waste.  Destruction  and  Eml^ezzlement  of  the  Goods  or  Estates  of 
such  Persons  who  have  left  the  same  and  have  fled  to  our  Enemies  for  Protection,  &c,' 
and  the  Person  or  Persons  so  appointed  shall  be  accountable  to  the  Judge  of  Prcbate  who 
appointed  them.  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the 
Council."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXVI 11.,  p.  208. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Ray  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Apr'  ?8">  1778 
Whereas  there  are  now  under  the  Care  of  many  of  the  Comm<"ff  of  Correspondence  &c 
in  this  State,  simdry  Goods  and  effects  which  wci-e  the  property  of  such  Absentees  who 
have  Joined  the  Enemy  since  the  ■*  19*lL  of  Ap\  1115  and  whereas  it  is  represented  to  this 
Court  that  considerable  Quantyties  of  goods  &  Effects  of  such  Absentees  are  in  fhe  Hands 
of  Divers  Persons  who  conceal  the  same  or  Refuse  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  Comm«^£? 
aforesd  &  to  the  Commf?  of  Sequestration  in  the  Town  of  Boston  agreeable  to  the  Ketolves 
of  the  Gen' Court  Therefore  Resoh'd  That  the  several  Judges  of  Proliate  withii\  their 
Respective  Counties  (upon  Application  made  to  them  by  any  such  Committees)  be&  they 
are  hereby  fully  Authorized  and  impowered  to  convene  l)efore  them  &  interrogate  upon 
Oath  or  Affirmation  as  the  Case  may  be  any  Person  or  Persons  which  either  of  s^  Com- 
jijers  may  know  or  have  Reason  to  suspect  to  be  possessed  of  or  to  have  concealed 
embezzled  or  conveyed  away  any  such  goods  wares  or  Fiffects  of  such  Absentees ;  ii  in 
Case  such  Person  or  persons  known  or  suspected  as  aforesJ  shall  Refuse  to  acquit  him  or 
herself  on  Onth  before  s"!  Jndce  he  is  hereby  Authorized  to  coi'nmit  such  person  or  Per- 
sons so  rcfusin.£i  to  swear  or  Affirm  to  the  Goal  of  the  (-oimty  wherein  such  Refusal  shall 
l)e,  there  to  remain  untill  he  or  she  shall  ronply  to  discharge  him  or  herself  by  Oath  or 
Affirmation  as  a  forest  or  be  released   by  Consent  of  such  Comm^    And  the  several 

*  Priiit'ecl  resolves,  ehupter  IV.  f  Ibid.,  Novcmt>CT  Bcasion,  chdptei  LXTi. 
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Comme^s  afores'J  upon  discovering  by  Oath  or  otherwise  any  such  goods  wares  or  Effects 
to  be  in  possession  of  any  person  who,  upon  Demand  made,  shall  Refuse  to  deliver  the 
same,  the  s**  Committees  are  hereby  severally  irapowered  &  directed  to  bring  Actions  for 
the  Recovery  of  the  same,  and  also  to  Recover  by  Action  all  Rents  due  for  the  Occnpation 
or  improrement  of  any  Estate  of  such  Absentees  whicii  have  been  lett  or  hired  out  bv 
bu-  h  Conim<'f:;  Respectively  and  s<i  Committcs  are  hereby  further  directed  to  sell  by  Pub- 
lick  Auction  upon  suitable  previotis  Notice  all  such  Goods  wares  &  effects  as  soon  as  may 
be  provided  nevertheless  that  in  Case  such  Absent  person  has  left  a  Wife  Children  or 
other  dependents  for  whom  he  was  obliged  to  provide  s^  Commeif  shall  Reserve  &  allow 
to  them  so  much  of  the  liout-hold  furniture  &  Utensils  as  they  may  Judge  necessary  for 
their  use  &  improvcmcntand  Render  Accounts  of  all  their  Doings  herein  to  the  Secretarys 
office  &  s'',  Comm«%  shall  pay  the  monies  which  they  may  receive  for  the  sale  of  such 
personal  Estate  with  the  Rents  of  the  Real  Estates  to  y-' Treasurer  of  this  t^tate  taking 
duplicate  Receipts  one  of  which  they  shall  lodge  in  the  iSecretarys  Office  Provided  further 
that  nothing  in  this  Resolve  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  those  Estates  which  are  under 
the  care  of  Agents  appointed  by  any  of  the  Judges  of  Probate  in  persuance  of  a  Law  of 
this  State  ^  ."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  218,  p.  357. 

"In  Council  April  29"',  1778  Read  &  Concurred  with  amendments  at  A  &  B  Sent 
down  for  Concurrence  John  Aveky    T)y  Secy 

At  A.  dele  tlie  19'''.  of  April  1775  and  insert  Jcimianj  1 774  — at  B  ^  Insert  or  any  Goods 
noiv  in  the  Ilanis  of  any  Person  by  Order  of  the  General  Court  — 

In  the  IIou«e  of  Representatives  April  29   1778    Read  &  concurrd 

J  Pitts    Spkr  ¥>  Tem 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  seven  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  p  354. 

This  resolve  although  recorded  m  tbe  Council  Records  and  preserved  in  the  archives, 
has  not  been  found  among  the  printed  resolves. —  See  1778-79,  ch.  49,  and  note,  post. 

Chap.  39.  On  the  28th  of  October,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Pynchon,  Perry  and  Mayhew,  was  appointed  to  "  report  what  may  be 
furtber  necessary  to  be  done  relating  to  the  inoculating  hospitals  "  erected  by  permis- 
sion of  the  General  Court;  but  no  report  of  this  committee  has  been  discovered.  On  the 
2d  of  November,  another  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Appleton,  Fiskc, 
Whitney,  Shiverick,  and  Nye  of  Sandwich,  appointed  upon  the  petition  of  Aaron  Fuller 
and  others,  of  Dedham,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  com- 
mittee were  directed  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly  : — 

"  Nov.  7,  1776.  The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration,  what  measures 
shall  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  small  pox,  reported  as  their  opinion.  That 
an  act  of  this  State,  made  and  passed  July  last,  impowering  tbe  justices  of  the  court  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace,  in  the  several  counties,  to  establish  hospitals  for  inoculating 
with  the  small  pox,  should  be  repealed.  Accepted,  and  the  committee  who  brought  in 
the  same  are  directed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose." —  House  Journal,  p.  147. 

The  petition  of  Fuller  and  others,  which  related  to  a  hospital  that  had  been  erected  at 
Dedham,  and  prayed  the  General  Court  to  take  some  steps  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
small-pox,  has  not  been  found  in  the  archives.  Neither  has  there  been  discovered  any 
bill  rejjorted  by  the  committee  appointed  as  above. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1777,  the  following  petition  from  the  town  of  Dedham  was  read 
in  the  Council,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  William  Phillips  atKl 
Benjamin  Austin,  to  which,  on  the  next  da}',  were  joined  Messrs.  Kimball,  Wood  and 
Codding  of  the  House : — 

"  To  the  HonouriS  Council  &  HonourlS  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  General  Court  assembled. 

The  petition  of  the  Cominitte  appointed  by  the  Town  of  Dedham  in  Town  Meeting  as- 
seinl)led  to  j^ctition  the  General  Court  that  the  Inoculating  Hospitals  in  Said  Town  may 
be  Discontinued  Humbly  Shew  that  there  has  been  many  Persons  died  of  the  Smal  Pox 
among  us  having  taken  it  in  a  Natural  way  oweing  as  we  apprehend  to  the  Carelessness 
of  Some  whoo  have  had  the  Conducting  of  y"  Same  the  Inhabitants  are  much  alarmed  be- 
ing in  Constant  danger  of  loosing  their  Lives  also  Several  of  the  Neighbours  Cannot  im- 
proue  their  Lands  as  the  Summer  Season  is  advancing  their  Lands  lying  near  Said  Hos- 
pitals youre  Petitioners  think  it  a  great  Hardship  that  their  Town  Should  be  thus  afflicted 
when  a  great  part  of  the  Number  Inoculated  Ix'long  to  other  Towns  &  other  States  we  are 
Humbly  of  opinion  that  if  it  Should  be  thought  Necessary  that  Hospitals  Should  be  kept 
up  that  other  Towns  may  take  their  Turn  therefore  pray  those  Hospitals  in  the  Town  of 
Dedham  may  be  discontinued  —  As  in  duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray 
Dedham  March  ll'h.  1777  Abiathar  RicHAitDs  I 

Sam'->  Daggett 

WM  Ellis  [  Committee." —  Mass. 

Nathan  Ellis  1  Archives,  vol.  182, 

Josiopii  Dean  J    p.  '/19. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  above  petition  was  referred,  reported,  on  the  21st,  that  "  a 
bill  be  brought  in  for  amending  the  act  for  permitting  inoculating  hospitals  "  This  re- 
port was  accepted,  and  on  the  3d  of  April,  a  joint  committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill.  A  bill  was  accordingly  reported,  which,  on  the  5th,  had  been  read  tu-icc.  in  the 
Council,  and  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence  On  the  7tli, 
the  House  passed  it,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  simdry  amendments,  to  which 
the  Council  agreed,  except  a  provision,  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  second  clause  of  the 
fourth  section,  for  the  destruction  of  cats  and  dogs  found  within  the  hospital  limits,  which 
was  finally  rejected.  The  most  important  amendments  adopted  were  the  provision,  in  the 
last-named  section,  forbidding  the  bringing  of  paper  money  into  the  hospital,  and  another 
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clause,  stricken  ont  from  the  third  section,  as  first  reported,  limiting  the  number  of  inoculat- 
ing hospitals,  and  still  another  clause,  inserted  in  the  same  section,  beginning  after 
"month,"  in  the  second  line,  and  ending  with  "  situated,"  in  the  fourth  line. 

The  House  concurred  in  these  amendments,  on  the  8th,  and,  on  the  Uth,  sent  a  message 
proposing  two  further  amendments,  one  of  which  is  the  sixth  clause  of  the  fourth  section. 
To  these,  the  Council  immediately  agreed,  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted  the  same 
day. 

The  first  of  the  following  resolves  was  passed  while  the  bill  of  the  present  chapter  was 
pending,  and  was  intended  to  dispense  with  the  necessity,  in  the  case  mentioned,  of  an 
application  to  the  court  of  sessions,  as  required  by  the  act.  It  is  preceded  by  the  petition 
upon  which  it  was  founded  : — 

"  To  the  Honb''',  the  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  in  General  Court  Assembled  at  Boston  April  7">.  1777 

The  Petition  of  the  select  men  &  Comraittca  of  Correspondance&c  for  the  Town  of  Lin- 
coln Huml)ly  sheweth — that  many  of  the  iiibubitants  of  said  Town  are  aunxiously  Desirous 
to  obtain  Liberty  to  take  the  infetion  of  the  small  pox  by  Inoculation  within  the  said 
town  for  the  following  Reasons  (viz*) 

1»'  Because  many  of  said  inhabitants  are  often  call?  out  for  the  Defenc  of  there  Coun- 
try into  such  places  where  their  Lives  are  greatly  Endangered  by  the  said  infection 

2'3'  Because  many  persons  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town  are  Daily  inoculating  not  under 
any  Legal  Regulations  which  may  be  attended  with  Dangerous  consequences 

3'y  Because  we  under  stand  no  persons  can  be  received  into  any  hospital  for  the  purpose 
afores"!,  within  any  reasonable  Distance  on  account  of  their  being  taken  up  for  the  use  of 
the  continental  soldiers 

4'y  Because  when  application  was  some  time  past  made  to  the  court  of  general  sessions 
for  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  the  s'',  court  Declin.d  at  that  time  to  grant  any 
Licence  for  any  hospital  in  stxid  county;  and  the  proper  time  for  inoculation  will  be  past 
Before  another  session  of  the  said  Coiiirt 

Therefore  Your  Petitioners  ever  Desirous  to  conform  to  the  Laws  of  this  state  humbly 
pray  that  a  hospital  may  l)e  appointed  in  the  town  of  Lincoln  aforesaid  under  such  regu- 
•        lations  as  your  Hon",  shall  think  proper  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall 
'iver  Pray  SamI;!'  Earrar     ] 

Eleaz?  Brooks   |  select  men  & 
Abijah  Peikce     j-  Committee  for 
John  Adams  j  Lincoln 

James  Adams        J 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  The  Committee  on  the  within  Petition  beg  Leave  to  report 
the  following  Resolve 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  11  1777 

*  Resolved  That,  for  the  Reasons  given  in  the  Petition  of  the  Select  Men  &  Committee  of 
the  Town  of  Lincoln,  the  said  Select  Men  &  Committee  be  &  they  are  hereby  allowed  & 
empowered  with  y  consent  of  y*'  Town  in  Town  Meeting  Assembled  to  erect  or  procure  an 
Hospital  for  Inoculating  for  the  small  Pox  in  said  Town  suliject  to  the  Restrictions  & 
Regulations  of  the  late  Act  intitled  an  Act  in  Addition  to  &  Amendment  of  an  Act  im- 
poAvering  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  several  Counties 
in  this  State  to  permit  one  or  more  inoculating  Hospitals  to  be  erected  in  each  of  the  said 
Counties.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Sam'-''  Freeman    Speak'  P  T 

In  Council  April  11'.  1777  Read  &  Concurred  Jn*?   Avery  Bpy  Secy 

Consented  to  " — [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] . — Ibid.,  vol.  213,  p.  185. 

"  State  of  massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  7"'  1777 

t  Whereas  divers  persons  other  than  those  belonging  to  the  Continental  Army  are  daily 
inoculated  for  the  Small  Pox  &  admitted  into  those  Barracks  on  &  about  Prospect  Hill 
which  were  lately  assignd  for  an  Inoculating  Hospital  for  the  Army  —  And  whereas  it  is 
necessary  for  the  Safety  of  this  State,  that  those  Barracks  should  be  cleansed  from  all 
Infection  as  soon  as  possible  —  it  is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  no  person  whatever  other  than  such  as  belong  to  the  Continental  Army 
shall  hereafter  be  inoculated  in  any  of  the  Barracks  within  this  State,  ■*•  nor  shall  be 
allowed  to  continue  or  enter  therein  during  his  or  her  Infection  with  the  Small  Pox, 
without  the  express  permission  of  the  Gen'.  Court,  or  of  the  Council  of  this  State  (during 
the  Recess  of  said  Court)  on  penalty  of  the  Sum  of  Thirty  pounds  to  be  paid  by  crcry 
person  so  offending,  &  the  like  penalty  for  every  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  shall  inocu- 
late such  Ofl'ender,  or  shall  attend  him  or  her  as  a  physician  there,  during  such  Infection  : 
said  Fines  to  be  recovered  in  anv  Court  proper  to  try  the  same  on  Conviction  by  Action 
Bill  plaint  or  Information :  One  moiety  thereof  so  recovered  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  shall  go  to 
the  Prosecutor    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Warren    Spk"" 

In  Council  May  8'.  1777  Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  A  Viz',  at  A 
insert  excepting  the  Hospital  at  Sewalls  Point—  Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

Jno.  Avert  Dpy  Sec? 

In  the  house  of  Represents  May  9,  1777    Read  and  Concurred         J  Warren     Spk' 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].— /6trf.,  vol.  214,  p.  45. 

This  was  the  last  action  of  the  Legislature  of  this  year,  upon  the  subject  of  inoculation ; 
but  the  next  Assembly  early  renewed  the  consideration  of  the  matter.  A  committee, 
appointed  June  2, 1777,  "to  inquire  into  the  state  of  inoculation  in  Boston  and  the  adja- 
cent towns,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done,"  reported  on-thc  6th ;  and,  though  th  ir 
report  has  not  been  discovered,  the  following  resolve  X  which  was  brought  in  the  6th  and 
passed  the  7th,  is  probably  all  of  the  report  that  was  submitted  in  writing:  — 

»  Printed  resolves  of  the  March  wssion,  '-li  ipt  t  ClI. 
t  Ibid.,  chapter  CCXII.  J  /frid.,  chaptir  XXII. 
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"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  7'^  June  1777. 

Whereas  the  Practice  of  Iniioculating  for  the  Small  pox  is  &  has  been  very  prevalent 
in  the  Towns  neighbouring  &  adjacent  to  the  Town  of  Boston,  &  should  the  Elnemy  make 
a  sudden  and  powcrfull  Invasion  into  this  State,  as  Boston  &  the  Vicinity  of  it  is  most 
likely  to  be  their  Object,  Therefore 

Resolved  That  from  &  after  the  10'^  day  of  this  Instant  June  no  Person  shall  presume 
to  innoctilatc  or  be  innoculated  with  the  Small  pox,  in  either  of  the  Towns  herein  after 
mentioned  under  the  Penalty  of  Fifty  pounds  as  in  an  Act  already  made  &  iirovided,it  is 
enacted  vizt  in  Boston,  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Milton,  Braintree,  Weynioiith,  Ilingham, 
Dcdiiam,  Brooklinc,  Chelsea,  &  liull  in  the  County  of  Suttblk  — Cambridge,  Charlestowii, 
Watertown,  Maiden  Medford  Walthani  &  Newtown  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  —  Any 
License  or  Permit  tor  Innoculation  granted  by  proi>er  Authority  notwithstanding  — 

Resolved  also  that  the  Selectmen  &  Committees  of  Correspond'^:*  &c  of  tlie  several 
Towns  bclbre  mentioned  do  without  delay  see  that  this  Order  is  fully  complied  with— & 
that  they  advertise  those  Persons  whose  proper  Business  it  is  with  all  convenient  Speed  to 
have  the  Innoculating  Hospitals,  Barracks,  &  all  other  Buildings  within  the  said  Towns 
cleared  of  all  Infection,  so  that  should  there  be  any  Necessity  to  call  in  the  Militia,  they 
may  safel.v  pass  in  &  towards  the  Town  of  Boston,  &  that  the  several  Barracks  now 
infected  may  if  wanted  be  used  for  the  Quartering  of  Soldiers  — 

And  for  the  more  full  Execution  of  this  Order  it  is  further 

Resolved  that  Doct  Dunsmore  Coll  Sartell  &  Coll  Lovell  be  a  Committee  to  go  into  the 
several  Towns  aforementioned,  &  in  Conjunction  with  the  Selectmen  &  Committees  iu 
each,  see  that  a  strict  Obedience  be  paid  to  the  foregoing  Resolves —  Sent  up  for  Con- 
currence J  Warren  Spk' 

In  Council  June  7'!»  1777    Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveky   Dpy  Secy 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  tifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid., p.  117. 

The  following  are  all  the  remaining  resolves  upon  the  subject  of  inoculation,  out  of  the 
army,  that  have  been  discovered  down  to  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

"  State  of  Massachusets  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Mar  12'?  177S 

*  Upon  the  Petition  of  John  Warren  praying  for  Leave  to  innoculate  for  the  Small  Pox 
at  Sewell's  Point 

Resolved  that  Leave  be  &  it  hereby  is  given  to  the  s"^.  D^  Warren  to  innoculate  at 
Sewells  Point  such  Persons  as  apply  &  can  be  accommodated  —  taking  due  Care  by  post- 
ing Guards  &  cleansing  his  Patients  to  prevent  the  Infection  from  spreading.  Sent  up  for 
Concurrence  J  Warren    Spk^ 

In  Council  March  12'.  1778    Read  &  Concurred  Jn?  Avery  Dv  Secy 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  ])y  tifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  vol.  217, p.  361. 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives      April  11,  1778 

fWhereas  b.y  a  Resolve  of  this  Court  pass'd  in  June  1777  inoculation  was  jirohibited  in 
several  Towns  in  the  County  of  Sutfolk  and  Middlesex,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  said 
Resolve  which  Reasons  do  not  now  subsist  — 

Therefore  Resolved  That  the  aforesaid  Resolve  be  repeale(i,and  that  every  part  &  para- 
graph thereof  be  and  hereby  is  declared  null  and  void  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Pitts   Spk^   P  Temp 

In  Council  April  11'.  1778    Read  ^  Concurred  Jno.   Avery    Dy  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid  ,  vol.  218,  p.  6. 

"State  of  Massaclmsetts  Bay 

To  the  Honorable  Councill  &  House  of  Representatives  of  said  State  in  general  Court 
assembled 

The  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Brooklinc  Humbly  sheweth  — 

That  by  an  Act  made  in  the  year  1777,  no  Licence  shall  be  given  for  erecting  or  improv- 
ing any  Hospital  or  House  for  innocculating  the  small  Pox  in  any  Town  within  this 
State,  untill  the  Consent  and  Approljation  of  such  Town,  at  a  regular  Town  meeting,  be 
had  and  obtained,  and  every  Hospital  after  being  licenced  should  be  subject  to  certain 
Rules  and  Regulations  in  said  Act  contained;  under  which  Act  this  Town  thought  them- 
selves secure  from  the  Danger  and  Inconvenience  arising  from  any  Hospital  that  might  be 
employed  for  that  purpose  without  or  against  their  Consent. 

That  by  twa  Resolves  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  2'».'*  and  6*^  of  February  last 
General  ileath  was  impowered  to  improve  the  Barracks  at  Sewall's  Point  for  innoculat- 
ing the  Continental  Troops 

That  by  another  Resolve  of  Febjy  28"'  Col  Crafts  was  impowered  and  directed  to  send 
his  Soldiers  to  that  place  to  be  innoculated 

That  those  Resolves  were  passed  and  executed  without  consent  required  or  even  Notice 
given  to  the  Town 

That  this  Town  silently  submitted  to  the  Execution  of  those  Resolves,  because  they 
were  unwilling  to  obstruct  any  measure  that  appeared  to  be  calculated  for  the  public 
Good  tho'.  inconvenient  to  themselves  and  repugnant  to  the  aforesaid  Law 

That  this  Town  relied,  as  they  ought,  on  the  Security  of  the  Laws,  and  imagined  they 
could  depend  upon  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Legislature  as  well  as  their  Caro  that 
the  Rights  and  privileges  of  no  part  of  the  Commmiity  should  bo  abridged,  unless  appar- 
ently and  indispensably  necessary  for  the  public  Utility 

Nevertheless  they  find  that  oii  the  12"'  of  March,  upon  the  Petition  of  Doctor  John 
Warren,  a  Resolve  passed  the  Asseml)ly,  giving  him  Leave  to  innoculate  at  Sewall's  Point 
(which  is  within  this  Town)  s?/c/j  persons  as  apply  and  can  be  accommodated,  without 
Notice  given  or  Consent  required  of  the  Town 

That  in  Consequence  of  the  last  Resolve  your  petitioners  find  an  Advertisement  dated 
21?,'  of  April  current,  published  in  last  Monday's  Paper,  ]iuri)orting  that  the  Hospital  is 
already  opened  for  general  Innoeulaiion,  under"  the  Conduct  of  Doctors  Warren,  Rand 

■*  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  session,  chapter  CCLXVU.  • 
t  Ibid.,  chapter  XXXVI. 
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and  Hayward,  at  the  Barracks  in  this  Town,  which  being  capable  of  accommodating 
three  hundred  Patients  at  one  Time,  will  if  employed  for  that  purpose  to  it's  full  extent, 
be  highly  inconvenient,  and  prejudicial  to  the  Interest  of  the  Town,  and  dani^erous  to 
several  aged  and  respectable  Inhabitants  who  live  near  the  Barracks  and  will  be  exposed 
to  Infection  as  well  as  others 

That  this  last  proceeding  is  also  entirely  without  the  Consent  of  the  Town  either  asked 
or  obtained,  and  without  even  the  Consent  of  the  Possessor  of  the  Farm  whereon  the 
Hospitals  are  built,  and  thro  which  as  well  as  other  Farms  it  is  necessary  to  pass  and 
repass  to  the  Hospital,  which  if  permitted  will  greatly  disturb  and  aggrieve  the  Owners  of 
said  Farms  and  the  Inhabitants  in  general 

"Wherefore  your  Petitioners  in  Town-meeting  assembled  this  day,  having  considered 
this  matter,  have  chosen  and  appointed  Elhanan  Winchester  their  Representative  with 
Edward  Kitchen  Wolcot  and  Samuel  Croft  to  be  a  Committee  on  their  Behalf,  humbly  to 
remonstrate  against  this  measure  and  to  petition  this  honorable  Court  that  they  would  in 
their  great  Wisdom  and  Justice  interpose  their  Authority  to  prevent  it's  l)cing  carried 
into  Effect,  for  the  Reasons  above  mentioned,  and  because  it  will  sacrifice  the  Quiet  and 
Interest  of  this  Town,  only  to  promote  the  Emolument  and  Advantage  of  private  Indi- 
viduals who  are  not  Inhabitants  thereof,  and  can,  consistently  with  the  Laws,  be  accom- 
modated within  the  Towns  whereto  they  belong;  and  they  further  pray  that  the  said 
Hospital  may  be  immediately  and  totally  discontinued  and  suppressed 

April  27*  1778  Elkanan  Winchester  1 

Edward  K  Wolcott      \  Committee."—  Ibid.,  p.  432. 
Sam'.-I'  Croft  J 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives.    May  1^.'  1778 

*Whereas  the  Town  of  Brookline  has  represented  to  this  Court  that  the  continuance  of 
the  Hospital  at  Sewalls  Point  in  said  Town  will  be  highly  inconvenient  &  prejudicial  to 
the  Interest  thereof  and  dangerous  to  the  Inhabitants  who  live  near  the  same,  as  well  as 
to  others  who  will  be  exposed  to  the  Infection  —  and  that  an  advertisement  was  pub- 
lished in  the  last  Mondays  Paper  purporting  that  the  Hospital  is  open'd  for  general  Tiioc- 
ulation  under  the  Conduct  of  Doctors  Warren,  Rand  &  Hayward  at  the  Burracks  in  saJd 
Town  —  which  is  beyond  the  intention  &  design  of  this  Court  express'd  in  the  Resolve 
that  pass'd  the  12'?  of  March  last  on  the  Petition  of  siJ  Doct  Warren  — 

Therefore  Resolved—  That  the  said  Hospital  be  discontinued  —  &  the  Resolve  aforesaid 
is  hereby  declared  null  &  void  —  And  the  Doctors  aforesaid  are  forbidden  to  inoculate  or 
or  receive  any  Persons  therein  after  they  shall  have  notice  of  this  Resolve 

And  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  furnish  the  Petitioners  with  a  Copy  of  this  Resolve 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Pitts    Spk''    P  Tem 

In  Council  May  1'.  1778    Read  &  Concurred  Jn9.  Avert   Dy  Secy 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  seven  of  the  Coancil].—  Ibid.,  p.  431. 

Chap.  40.  The  following  is  the  language  of  the  original  grant  of  the  territory  incor- 
porated by  this  chapter.  In  Holland's  "  History  of  Western  Massachusetts  "  (vol.  2,  p. 
602)  these  boundaries  are  given  as  taken  from  "the  petition  to  the  General  Court,"  but 
no  such  petition  has  been  discovered  in  the  archives,  or  elsewhere.  The  date  of  the  grant 
as  there  given,  is  one  vear  earlier  than  it  appears  to  be  by  the  records : — 

"  Feb.  9, 1763.  A  Petition  of  Nathaniel  Hooker  and  John  Townley  of  Hartford  mer- 
chants and  Isaac  Sheldon  of  said  Hartford  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticutt  yeoman  for 
themselves  and  fifty  seven  others  known  among  themselves  by  the  name  of  the  Proprie- 
tors of  Greenock  viz';  John  Keith,  Niel  M<'Lean,  William  Tilcy,  George  Sloan,  Robert 
Sloan,  Thomas  Sloan,  Elijah  Clapp,  Thomas  Clap,  John  Walker,  Joseph  Barrett,  Barna- 
bas Chadwick,  Hezekiah  Collyer  Jun"";  John  Watson,  Andrew  Mumford,  Samuel  Wat- 
son, Ebenezer  Mix,  Evander  Moorison,  Samuel  Curtis,  Charles  Caldwell,  James  Cald- 
well George  Caldwell,  Timothy  Seymour,  Edward  Merry,  David  Bull,  Jon«.  Bull,  John 
Thomas,  William  Knox,  Sylvanus  Andruss,  John  Benton  William  Woodbridge,  Benjamin 
Paine,  Stephen  Turner,  Hezekiah  Turner  Oljcdience  Trumble,  Dudley  Kent,  Jedediah 
Norton,  Abijah  Pccke  Timothy  Cole,  the  heirs  of  Doctor  Normond  Morrison,  for  two 
Rights  Samuel  Chapman,  Samuel  Lee,  James  Sexton,  Alexander  Gordon  Samuel  Bridge. 
James  Blacke,  William  Jepson,  Daniel  M^Aiilay,  Edward  Selfuidge,  John  Blacke, 
Joseph  Craige,  William  Henry,  Isaac  Savage,  Abraham  Savage,  Ephraim  Hubbard  Na- 
than Davis  and  Ebenezer  Foster  jun'.  purchased  as  they  then  lawfully  might  a  Township 
cf  Land  under  an  Indian  Title  viz',  beginning  on  the  East  side  of  Housatonnoc  River  in 
the  South  line  of  Pittsfield  thence  running  East  19'^ :  South  nine  miles  and  a  half,  thence 
South  19°  West  Seven  hundred  and  twenty  rods  to  the  North  line  of  N".  4  Township,  tbcnce 
Weston  said  line  four  miles  and  three  quarters  to  the  North  west  corner  of  said  Township, 
thence  on  the  West  line  of  said  Township  South  9°.  25™  west  two  miles  and  three  quarters 
to  the  North  line  of  the  Township  of  Number  one,  thence  on  said  Line  West  2^  30'"  South 
three  miles  to  the  Northeasterly  line  of  Great  Barrington,  thence  North  48".  49  East  one 
mile  and  three  quarters  to  the  North  East  corner  of  Great  Barrington,  thence  bounding  on 
the  North  line  of  said  Great  Barrington  West  7°.  30  North  Six  hundred  Rods  to  the  South 
east  corner  of  the  Glass  works  Grant  (so  called)  thence  on  the  East  side  of  said  Grant 
and  East  side  of  Housatonuck  River  first  mentioned,  thence  bounding  Westerly  on  said 
River  to  the  bounds  first  mentioned,  And  Praying  that  the  same  may  be  confirmed  to 
them  upon  such  terms  and  Conditions  as  this  Court  shall  judge  reasonable  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Whereas  Nathaniel  Hooker  and  his  Associates  have 
been  at  great  expence  and  charge  in  purchasing  the  Townships  mentioned  in  their  Petition 
and  procuring  the  pretended  Indian  title  thereto, —  Therefore  Resolved  That  the  Town- 
ship mentioned  and  described  in  said  Petition  (a  Pitch  of  five  hundred  Acres  made  to  An- 
drew Belcher  Esq'' ;  and  former  Grants  excepted  1)C  granted  unto  tlie  said  Nathaniel  Hook- 

•  •  Printed  resolves  of  the  April  scsaion,  chapter  OXLVUl. 
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er,  John  Townlcy  and  Isaac  Sheldon  &  their  Associates  their  heirs  and  Assigns,  whose 
names  are  annexed  to  said  Petition,  upon  condition  that  Security  be  given  to  the  Province 
Treasurer  to  pay  him  for  the  use  of  this  Province  the  sum  of  Eiglit  hundred  pounds  in 
one  year  without  interest,  That  there  be  reserved  for  the  first  settled  Minister  one  sixty 
third  part  of  said  Township;  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  one  sixty  third  part,  and  'he  liice 
quantity  for  the  use  and  support  of  a  School :  That  within  the  space  of  five  years  from 
this  time  there  be  sixty  Settlers  residing  in  said  Township,  who  shall  each  have  a  Dwell- 
ing house  of  the  following  dimensionsviz*.  twenty  four  feet  long,  eighteen  feet  wide  and 
Seven  feet  Stud,  and  haveScven  Acres  of  Land  well  cleared  &  fenced  and  brought  to  Eng- 
lish Grass  or  ploughed ;  also  settle  a  learned  Protestant  Minister  of  the  Gospel  in  said 
Township  within  the  term  aforesaid. — 

And  Whereas  M"",  John  Walker  one  of  the  said  Associates;  Attorney  to  the  said  Na- 
thaniel Hoolier,  John  Townley  and  Isaac  Sheldon  hath  informed  this  Court  that  he  stands 
ready  to  give  the  Security  aforesaid  for  the  said  Eight  hundred  pounds,  Therefore  Re- 
solved That  upon  his  so  doing,  the  Grant  aforesaid  be  made  to  said  Associate  in  manner 
aforesaid  upon  their  paying  to  said  Walker  their  proportionable  part  of  said  Eight  hun- 
dred pounds  in  one  year  and  upon  failure  of  their  so  doing  the  Rights  in  said  Township 
of  those  so  failing  to  belong  to  said  Walker;  and  he  shall  have  full  Power  to  sell  &  dis- 
pose of  the  same  to  any  person  that  shall  perform  the  Conditions  aforesaid. 

In  Council  Read  and  Concurred    Consented  to  by  the  Governor." —  Council  Records, 
vol.  XXIV.,  p.  561. 
The  proprietors  of  Great  Barrington  having  passed  the  following  vote : — 
"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders,  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Great  Barrington, 
Legualv  qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  regularly  assembled  at  the  Court-house  in  said 
Town,  on  the  29"'.  of  Dec.  1773  — 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  agree,  that  that  part  of  this  Town  called  the  Hoplands,  be  set 
oliinto  a  seperate  Town,  or  District, 

Tlicreupon  voted,  that  this  Town  have  not  any  objection  against  that  part  of  this  Town 
called  the  Hoplands,  being  set  off  into  a  seperate  Town,  or  District  whenever  the  Great  & 
General  Court  or  assembly  of  this  province,  shall  see  fit  — 

A  True  Copy  of  Records  Att    W:    Ivhig,  Town  Clerk."— (Afos*. 

Archives,  vol.  118,^.  745.) — 

—  the  following  petition  was  presented  to  the  House  on  the  28th  of  January,  1774,  and 
referred  to  Capt.  White,  Capt.  Brown  of  Abington  and  Col.  Whetcomb : — 

"  To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Esq;  Captain  General,  &  Governor,  &  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  the  honorable  his  Majesty's  Council,  and  the  honorable,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England  — 

We  the  Subscribers,  humbly  Shew  that  we  Living  on  &  owning  Lands,  in  that  part  of  Great 
Barrington,  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  called  the  Hoplands  —  and  a  Grant,  called  the 
Glassworks  grant,  joining  to  said  Hoplands,  &  in  no  Town,  And  also  part  of  Hartwood 
in  said  County,  &  also  part  of  a  Grant  made  to  Colil  Ephraim  Williams  Deceased,  which 
same  land  is  not  in  any  Town  all  which  several  Tracts  of  Land  are  Contained  in  the 
Annexed  plan  —  And  your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  Situation  of  the 
Lands  is  such,  that  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  could  be  well  accommodated,  by  being  made 
into  a  seperate  Town  or  District,  &  that  whilst  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Lands  are  in  their 
present  Situation  they  cannot  enjoy  those  priviliges,  which  people  ought  to  enjoy  in  those 
Towns,  where  they  are  Obliged  to  do  duty  —  And  your  Petitioners  beg  leave  further  to 
observe,  that  those  of  us,  who  belong  to  said  Great  Barrington,  Live  from  Eight  Miles  & 
an  half,  to  fourteen  Miles  Distant  from  the  Meeting  House  in  said  Great  Barrington,  & 
about  a  Mile  &  an  half  further,  from  the  Church  in  the  same  Town  — That  those  of  us, 
who  Live  in  said  Hartwood,  are  seperated  from  said  Town  of  Hartwood  by  a  Mountain, 
over  which,  a  road  for  Carriages,  can  never  be  made  to  said  Hartwood  — And  those  of 
us,  who  Live  on  the  said  Gla'ssworks  grant,  &  on  the  said  Grant  made  to  ColU  Ephraim 
Williams,  cannot  lie  lie  *  beiter  Situated,  by  joining  with  any  other  Towns  — 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray,  that  the  above  Lands,  described  in  the  annexed  plan, 
with  the  Inha  *  Inhabitants,  may  be  made  into  a  seperate  Town,  or  District  —  and  as  in 
Duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray 
Jan? 6:  1774: 

W*i  IxGERSOLL  Elisha  Freeman  Aaron  Ingersoll 

Isaac  Davis  Levi  Nye  Elisha  Grant 

Isaac  Davis  J^^^         Abner  West  Jonathan  foot 

Peletiah  West         David  Kellogg  Jonathan  foot  Junb 

Amos  Stantton         Ozias  Strong  Simon  Calkin 

Eldad  Kebbe  Seth  Backos  Joseph  Hand  at 

Jonathan  West        Joshua  Backous  John  Wineger 

Peter  willcoks        Bexj.\min  Backocs       Theophilits  biansfield 

Samuel  Wright         Thomas  Ewer  George  Bexnet 

Elisha  West  hope  Davis  Nathan  Bennet 

Elijah  West  Ebenezer  swift  Ephraim  Hollister 

Daniel  West  Asahell  Dodge  Matthew  Vandusen 

Daniel  Church         Elijah  Dodge  Jaremiah  Wormer 

Oliver  West  Sam^I'  Hatch  Moses  Ingeusoll 

Eleazer  West  John  Nye  Malatiah  hatch  "—lbid.,p.7'i2. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  this  committee  reported  leave  to  William  Ingersoll  to  bring  in 

a  bill.    Meanwhile,  the  proprietors  of  Hartwood  presented  their  petition  for  incorporation, 

which  was  read,  in  the  House,  on  the  first  bf  February,  1774,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Gardner 

• 

•  Sic. 
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of  Stow,  Mr.  Fisher,  and  Mr.  Ellis  of  Dedham.  The  original  of  this  petition  has  not  been 
discovered,  but  the  substance  of  it,  and  the  action  of  the  Legislature  thereon,  appear  in  the 
following  entry : — 

"  Feb.  17,  1774.  A  Petition  of  Moses  Ashley  and  others  a  number  of  the  Proprietors 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  plantation  of  Hartwood  in  the  County  of  Berkshire  and  of  the  In- 
habitants of  the  adjacent  Grants  —  Setting  forth,  That  they  labour  under  maruy  disadvan- 
tages by  reason  of  their  not  l)eing  invested  with  Town  privileges.  And  praying  that  the 
said  plantation,  together  with  Hills  &  Jones's  Grants  and  the  Westerly  part  of  Preseots 
Grant  so  far  to  the^East  as  Partridgefield  South  corner,  may  l)e  Incorporated  into  a  Town. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Resolved  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  Peti- 
tion be  I'cferred  to  the  next  Session  of  tUe  General  Court  and  that  the  Petitioners  notify 
the  proprietors  or  owners  of  Hills  Grant,  Jones's  Grant  and  Prcscot's  Grant  within  re- 
ferred to  of  the  contents  of  the  within  Petition  and  this  Order  by  serving  them  with  a  Copy 
thereof  that  they  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next 
Session  of  the  General  Court  why  the  prayer  of  the  within  mentioned  (so  far  as  it  respects 
their  interest  therein)  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." — Coun- 
cil Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  190. 

The  consideration  of  the  Insjersoll  petition  was  likewise  put  off  to  the  same  time,  with 
similar  notice  to  the  proprietors  of  Hartwood. 

The  next  Legislature,  again  took  these  petitions  into  consideration,  together  with  the  fol- 
lowing new  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Hartwood :  — 

"To  His  Exellency  Thomas  Hutchenson  Esq"!  Cap*?  General  and  Commander  in  Chiaf 
in  and  over  his  Majestys  Province  of  the  Massachusets  Bay,  to  the  Hon'^'"  his  Majestys 
Council  and  ITouse  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  May  the  2."i"'  1774 

The  patition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  Hartwood  So  Colled  in  the  County 
of  Berkshire  Humbly  Sheweth  — 

That  thev  Labour  under  Great  Inconveniency  in  their  Preasent  Scituation  Having  No 
Power  to  Call  and  Settle  a  Minister  Lay  out  and  Establish  Roads  &  Build  Bridges  in  s"" 
Township  and  Many  Other  Deficultys  your  Petitioners  Labour  under  By  Reason  of  their 
Not  Being  Incorperated  Wee  therefore  Most  Humbly  Pray  your  Exellency  and  Hon"^?  to 
Incorporate  S'}  Township  into  a  Town,  Invested  with  all  the  Powers  Priviledges  and  im- 
munitys  that  Towns  in  this  Province  by  Law  Injoy,  and  Whereas  the  Proprietors  of  S'? 
Township  at  Several  Meetings  from  the  year  1771  Including  to  the  year  1774  Voted  Texes 
atDiferant  times  the  Amount  of  which  is  £5:7:0  Lawful!  money  on  Each  Origenal 
Right  in  S?  Township  to  Defray  the  Expence  of  Preaching  and  Other  Expences  in  S? 
Township,  But  finds  they  have  No  Power  to  In  force  the  payment  of  the  Same  Wherefore 
your  Said  Petitioners  Humbly  prays  your  Exellancy  and  Hon'?  to  Inable  them  to  Collect 
"S?  Texes  in  Such  a  Way  and'Manner  as  your  Exellancy  and  it««»'j»  Shall  See  Meet,  and 
your  Humble  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  pray 

Amos  Beard  Gideon  Messenger  Androw  Momphord 

Eliphory  Spencer  Moses  Ashley  Jun  George  Sloan 

Sims  Lewis  Azariah  Ashley  James  mknight 

Tho?  Lewis  John  Mcknight  Moses  Ashley 

John  Lewis  jun  Jeames  Moknight  J''  George  Sloan  J» 

Joseph  Chapell  William  Sloan  William  Millikin 

W^'  Chapell  William  Bill  John  Phelps 

Benj'J  Slack  Normand  Sloan  Dan'-''  Foot 

William  Slack  Zenas  Noble  E'.ijah  Crane 

Benjamin  Kilborn  W*?    Scott  Gideon  Bush."  — 

Mans.  Archives,  vol.  118,/?.  747. 

The  Councilnow  passed  an  order  that  "the  petitioners"  have  lo  ye  to  bring  in  a  bib, 
&c.  This  was  June  10,  1774;  and,  on  the  same  day,  the  House,  upon  consideration  of  the 
following  answer  to  ImjersoH's  petition,  nonconeurrcd  with  the  Council,  nnd  referred  the 
same  to  a. joint  committee,  of  which  Messrs.  Jones,  Bridges  and  Denny  were  appointed 
members  on  the  part  of  the  House :  — 

"  To  His  Exelancv  Thomas  Hutchenson  Esq";  Cap*?  General  and  Commander  in  Chief, 
in  and  Over  his  Ma.jestycs  province  of  the  Massachusets  Bay,  to  the  Hon'^^'  his  Majestyes 
Counsel  and  House'  of  Reiircsentativcs,  in  the  General  Court  — 

Gentlemen,  as  we  have  Pafitioned  to  your  Honours,  at  two  of  your  Last  Sessions,  to  bo 
Incorporated  into  a  Town,  and  be  Indowed  with  Town  Previlidges,  (but  have  Been  pre- 
vented by  a  petition.  Sent  in  by  William  Ingersoll  and  Others;  to  be  set  of  into  a  Town 
or  Destrick  wliich  Petition  was  Not  Made  Known  to  The  Proprietors  nor  Inhabitants,  of 
the  Town,  and  as  the  Town  is  New  and  the  Inhabitants  few  in  number,  wee  Desire  your 
Exelancy  and  Honours,  would  Incorporate  Said  Town  or  Plantation,  as  the  Grant  of  Said 
plantation  was  Granted  bv  your  Exelancy  and  Honours  as  follows.  Viz  Bis-ining  at  Houso- 
tonack  River  on  the  South  Line  of  Pitsficld,  thence  runing  East  19s"  South  Nine  Miles 
and  a  half,  thence  South  19'?  west  Seven  Hundred  and  Twenty  Rods'to  the  North  Line  of 
Number  four  Township;  Thence  West  on  Said  Line,  Four  Miles  and  three  Quartors,  to 
the  North  West  Corner  of  Said  township;  thonce  on  the  West  Line  of  Said  township, 
South  9'J»  25""  West  two  Miles,  and  three  Quarters,  to  the  North  Line,  of  the  township  of 
Number  one;  thence  on  Said  Line  West  2'1-  30'"  South  three  Miles,  to  the  North  Easterly 
Line  of  Great  Barington ;  Thence  North  40'.'?  40'"  East  one  Mile,  and  three  Quarters  to 
the  North  East  Cornor  of  s<i  Great  Barington,  thence  Bounding  on  the  North  Line  of  Said 
Great  Barington,  West  l^s  30'"  North  Six  hundred  Rods,  to  the  South  East  Cornor  of  the 
Glass  works  Grant;  (so  Called)  thence  on  the  East  Side  of  Said  Grant*  five  Hundred  and 
fifty  two  rods  to  the  North  Est  Corner  of  Said  Grant  and  East  Side  of  Housotonack 

*  "  barington,"  interlined. 
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River  first  Mentioned,  thence  Bounding  "Westerly  on  Said  River  to  the  Bounds  first  Men- 
tioned; and  Furthermore  wc  Do  Signify  our  Objection,  of  that  Part  of  the  Town  Being 
Set  of  or  Incorporated,  nntilt  wo  are  Incorpcnitccl,  and  Lay  out  our  undevided  Land;  and 
Can  agree  how  far  the  Deviding  Line,  Shall  Come  in  Said  Town. — 

Testd      George  Sloan  Jvhk      Proprietors  Clerk."— /i/r^.,  p.  748. 

No  further  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  until  the  present  year,  wlien  the  bill  of 
this  chapter,  the  first  action  respecting  which  appears  to  have  been  on  the  fifth  of  April, 
was  passed  to  be  enacted  on  the  twelfth. 

The  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Lee,  the  consideration  of  which  began  while  the  fore- 
going proceedings  were  pending,  seems  to  have  met  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners  who 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  provisions  of  this  chapter. — See  1777-78,  chapter  11,  and  note, 
post,  and  1769-70,  chapter  11,  mite. 

Chap.  41.  The  following  petition,  presented  at  the*  third  session,  was  referred,  together 
with  the  resolve  that  follows  it,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  rcpoi-ted  by  acommittce, 
to  the  next  session.  During  the  fourth  session,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  w:is  brought  in, 
and,  after  two  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council,  had  been  adopted,  it  was  pa.sscd, 
April  26th,  to  be  enacted 

"  To  the  Hon^'i"  the  Council  &  house  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  the  Massachu- 
sett*!  Bay,  in  Geni  Court  assembled  — 

The  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Newbury,  by  their  Committe  legally  chosen,  humbly 
Sheweth  —  That  your  Pctitionors,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  th6  lieartily  engaged  in 
the  cause  of  their  Conntrey,  and  ever  ready  to  concur  &  join  with  their  Brethren,  in  de- 
fence of  our  common  Rights  and  Priveledgcs,  by  prosecuting  the  present  just  &  necessary 
war,  yet  have  in  time  past,  and  do  Still,  meet  with  great  Ditfeculty  in  raising  their  Quota 
of  men  for  military  Service;  owing  not  to  want  of  Courage  or  zeal  for  the  common  cause, 
but  to  the  mode  of  raising,  &  the  Encouragement  ofFcr'd  by  the  State,  for  inlistinir  Sol- 
ders :  it  being  the  opinion  of  most,  and  of  such  in  particular  as  are  best  disposed,  and 
qualified  to  go  into  the  war,  that  it  is  highly  unreasonable  &  unjust,  that  the  Burden 
Should  lie  wholly  upon  them  &  Some  others;  —  that  they  must  fight  both  for  themselves, 
and  for  many  of  their  neighbours,  who,  thd  they  have  large  Estates,  &  their  Interest  is 
equally  at  Stake,  yet,  not  being  able  bodied,  or  fit  for  actual  Service,  are  exempted  from 
charge. 

This  Town  therefore,  at  a  meeting  on  the  9*.'>  instant,  have  voted  to  raise,  by  a  general 
Tax  on  the  Polls  &  Estates  of  its  Inhabitants  (to  be  levied  or  assess'd  in  the  same  pro- 
portion with  other  public  Taxes)  such  monies  as  they  judg'd  necessary  to  do  justice 
among  themselves  for  past,  &  for  encouragement  to  present  Services  in  the  war. 

This  measure  being  agreeable  to  the  Town  in  general  (even  our  Brethren  of  the  Denomi- 
nation call'd  Quakers,  appearing  ready  to  pay  their  proportion,  thd  averse  to  bearing 
Arms)  we  beg  to  be  indulg'd  in  it. 

But  not  being  satisfied  that  any  Law  of  this  State,  now  in  being,  will  fully  Support  us  in 
our  present  Plan,  we  pray  your  Honors  will,  by  a  Special  Act,  or  Acts  of  the  Genl  Court, 
with  Such  Restrictions  &  limitations,  respecting  Quakers,  Tenants  or  others,  as  you  in 
your  wisdom  Shall  See  fit,  authenticate  our  votes  above  refer'd  to  and  enable  the  Town  of 
Newbury  to  raise  money  for  the  future,  for  the  Services  of  the  present  war,  by  the  Same 
mode  of  Taxation. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  In  Duty  bound.  Shall  ever  pray 

Edm"  Bayley  )  Committee  for  the 

Dated  Newbury  December  y^  23-1776  John  Adams     ^  Town  of  Newbury."  — 

Mass.  Archives,  vol.  181,  p.  392. 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  January  31  1777 

Whereas  several  towns  &  Pi-ecincts  in  this  state  have  granted  money  tbr  the  Purpose 
of  encouraging  soldiers  belonging  to  the  melitia  in  such  towns  &  Precincts  to  march  for 
the  purpose  of  Reinforcing  the  Continental  army  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  general 
assembly  of  this  state.And  whereas  Doubts  have  arisen  Whether  such  grants  can  by  Law 
be  assessed  &  recovered  with  out  the  interposition  of  this  Court 

Therefore  Resolved  that  all  Grants  of  money  made  by  any  town  or  Precinct  in  this  state 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  soldiers  belonging  to  the  melitia  of  such  town  or  Precinct 
to  march  for  the  Purpose  of  Reinforcing  the  Continental  army  Pursuant  to  any  Resolve 
or  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  state  shall  be  and  hereby  are  so  far  Ratified  and 
Confirmed  as  that  the  Assessors  of  such  towns  and  Precincts  &  all  other  officers  Shall  After 
the  Day  of  have  the  same  Power  to  Assess  and  Collect 

any  sum  or  sums  of  money  granted  as  aforesaid  as  they  by  Law  have  to  assess  &  Col- 
lect money  granted  by  towns  in  any  other  Case  whatever  in  Case  such  grant  or  grants 
shall  not  be  Disanullcd  by  order  of  this  Court  before  the  Day  of 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  this  Resolve  be  forthwith  Published  in  three  of  the  Bos- 
ton news  papers  that  any  person  or  persons  who  may  Look  upon  themselves  to  be  in- 
jured by  any  grant  or  grants  made  as  aforesaid  may  have  opertunity  if  they  think  proper 
to  shew  Cause  to  this  Court  if  any  they  have  why  such  grant  or  grants  ought  to  be  Dis- 
anullcd before  the  Day  of  aforesaid."  —  Ibid.,  p.  393. 

Sundry  inhabitants  of  Charlestown,  living  within  the  bounds  of  the  first  parish  of  Cam- 
bridge, presented  a  petition,  on  the  8th  of  June,  to  be  exempted  from  double  taxation 
under  this  act;  and  a  resolve  for  their  relief,  still  remaining  in  the  archives,  was  prepared 
but  does  not  appear  to  have  been  passed.    See  also,  note  to  1777-78,  chap.  16,  post. 

Chap.  43.  "The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  in  what  manner  Treasurer's  notea 
shall  be  printed  in  future,  in  order  to  prevent  their  being  counterfeited,  have  attended  that 
service,  &  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  Resolves,*  viz 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  March  session,  chapter  CLXXXIX. 
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Ill  the  House  of  Representatives  May  2.  1777 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  contract  with  some  ingenious  Paper-Maker  for  a  suffi- 
cient Quantity  of  Paper  to  be  made  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid  of  a  peculiar  sort,  and  that 
the  word  Stcitc.  or  some  other  word  be  stamp'd  or  wrought  by  the  Manufacturer  in  the 
Body  of  the  Paper  of  each  Note  and  that  said  Paper-maker  shall  oblige  himself  by  Oath 
never  to  make  any  more  of  such  Paper  without  the  special  leave  of  this  Court 

P^esolved,  That  the  best  Engraver  that  can  be  procured  in  this  State  be  employed  in 
engraving  the  form  of  said  Treasurer's  Notes  on  a  good  Copper-plate,  which  Copper  plate 
shall  1)0  kept  in  said  Treasurer's  hands,  or  in  the  Custody  of  some  other  Person  to  l)e 
sworn  for  that  purpose— And  whenever  a  number  of  Blank  Notes  shall  hereafter  be 
ordcrd  to  be  printed,  a  Committee  shall  then  be  chosen  to  receive  said  Plate  &  to  attend 
the  press  during  the  printing  said  Blank  Notes  &  after  the  number  so  orderd  shall  be  i)rintcd 
said  Committee  shall  return  said  Copperplate  into  the  hands  of  the  Keei)er  aforesaii-l  — 

Resolved  that  Tho^  Crane  John  Brown  &  Oliver  ^Vendal  Esqv  I)e,  &  they  hereby  arc 
appointed  a  Committee  to  contract  wiih  a  Paper-Manufacturer  &  an  Engraver  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid — Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Warren     Spk'' 

In  Council  May  3^  1777    Read  &  Concurred—  Jno  Avery  Dp>'  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  213, /».  451. 

"  State  of  Massechusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  30"'  1777 

*  Resolved  that  ^1'  Ehenezer  Wales  c*c  Maj''  Jacob  Davis  be  &  hereby  are  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  attend  at  M'  Ilurds  while  he  is  striking  off  or  making  the  impression  for  borders 
round  the  notes  last  ordered  by  the  General  Court  to  be  emitted  and  that  said  Committee 
take  possession  of  the  plate  and  keep  the  same  in  some  safe  place  while  not  in  immediate 
Use  —  and  deliver  the  plate  when  a  sufficient  number  of  sheets  are  struck  off  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  State  or  such  other  person  or  Persons  as  this  Court  shall  order  —  And  that 
they  diliver  no  sheets  when  impressed  or  struck  off  to  any  other  person  except  one  of  the 
Committee  hereafter  appointed  to  inspect  the  printing  said  Notes  and  that  they  take  a 
Receipt  for  all  they  may  so  diliver 

Also  Resolved  that  Nehemiah  Thomas  Esq''  &  Nath'  Reynolds  Esq""  be  and  hereby  are 
appointed  a  Committee  to  receive  of  the  Committee  first  mentioned  all  the  sheets  which 
may  be  impressed  or  struck  off  by  M""  Hurd  and  Cause  the  same  to  be  printed,  that  they 
carefully  inspect  the  printing  press,  and  diliver  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Act  for 
making  &  emitting  said  Notes  to  Countersign  the  same  all  the  sheets  which  shall  be  so 
printed  and  take  receipts  therefor    Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

R  T  Paine    Spkr  pr  temp 

In  Council  June  30'.  1777    Read  &  Concurred  Jn?  Avery  Dpy  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  214,^.  321. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  July  3-  1777 

fOrderd-  That,Capt  Joseph  Hosnier&  Mr  William  Henry  Prentice  be  a  Committee  to 
oXtcnA  at  Mr  77!»-rfs  while  he  is  striking  off  the  Notes '^a<  M>  Hurds  last  orderd  to  be 
emitted  by  the  General  Court,  in  the  room  of  M  Wales  and  Maj  Davis  excused  — 

Also  Ordcrd.  That  Coll  Israel  Hutchinson  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
attend  the  Printing  Press    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  R  T  Paine    Spkr  pr-  temp 

In  Council  July  4.'  1777  Concurred  with  the  Amendment  at  A.  viz'.  Dele  the  Words  at 
Mr  Hurds,    Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jn?  Avery    Dpy  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  July  4.  1777    Read  &  concurrd 

R  T  Paine    Spkr  pr  temp 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  383. 

Chap.  44.  The  following  are  the  resolves  of  the  provincial  congress  repealed  by  the 
fourth  section  of  this  chapter:  — 

"  June  28,  1775.  The  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  making  the  notes  and  bills  of 
credit  of  this  and  the  other  colonies,  a  tender,  i)eing  amended,  was  accepted,  and  ordered 
to  be  authenticated  and  printed  in  the  Camliridge,  Watertown,  and  Worcester  papers,  and 
is  as  follows :  Whereas,  a  former  Congress  of  this  colony,  ordered  their  receiver  general 
to  issue  notes  and  bills  upon  the  credit  of  this  colony,  for  the  payment  and  supply  of  their 
army  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  this  colony;  and  whereas,  divers  others  of  the 
sister'colonies  have  issued  notes  or  bills,  for  the  payment  of  their  respective  forces;  and 
it  is  necessary,  that  the  notes  and  bills  of  this  and  the  sister  colonies  should  have  free  cur- 
rency ;  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  notes  and  bills  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  at  and 
after  the  rate  of  six  shillings  and  nine  pence  an  ounce  for  silver,  and  the  bills  and  notes 
of  this  and  all  the  other  colonies,  ex.cepting  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  at  and  after  the  rate 
of  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  an  ounce  for  silver,  shall  be  taken  and  received,  and 
accounted  a  good  and  sufficient  tender  for  the  payment  of  all  debts,  and  ihe  damages  that 
may  ari^e  upon  the  non-performance  of  any  promises,  and  also  be  received  into  the  public 
treasury  of  this  colonv,  without  any  discount  or  allowance  whatever.  And  if  any  person 
whatever,  shall  refuse  to  take  any  of  the  notes  or  bills  of  the  colonies  aforementioned,  at 
the  rates  before  expressed,  for  anv  debt,  or  in  satisfaction  for  the  damages  sustained  by 
reason  of  the  non-performance  of  any  promise,  or  shall  ask.  demand,  or  receive,  anv  dis- 
count, cratuity,  or  premium,  for  receiving  any  of  the  bills  or  notes  aforementioned,  he  or 
she  so'  offending,  shall  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  country.  And  the  several  committees 
of  correspondence,  inspection,  and  safety  in  their  respective  towns,  are  required  to  return 
the  names  of  all  persons  who  shall  contravene  this  resolve,  to  this  or  some  future  Con- 
gress, or  House  of  Representatives,  that  they  may  take  order  thereon  as  to  them  shall 
seem'meet." —  Printed  Journals  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  1774-5,  p.  415. 
While  this  bill  was  pending  the  following  resolve  j  was  passed-:  — 
«'  State  of  Massa-husetts  Bav  In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  28.  1777 
Resolved  That  Joseph  Palmer  Esq''  Coll  Eleazer  Bi-aoks  &  Coll  Josiah  Sartellwith  sucli 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CXVUI.         f  Ibid.,  chaiiter  CLVI.        %  Ibid.,  chapter  CXOI. 
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as  the  Honorable  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  of  Secresy  and  the  Hon.  Council  are  de- 
sired to  commissionate  the  Members  of  such  Committee  as  Justices  through  the  State— 
And  the  said  Justices  or  any  two  of  them  are  authorized  to  direct  their  Warrants  to  any 
Persons,  Inhabitants  of  this  State  for  the  purpose  of  arrestinc;  &  convening  any  Persons, 
who  are  liable  by  Law  to  be  arrested  for  transgressing  the  Laws  against  counterfeiting 
the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  any  of  them,  ^  the 
Act  against  Monopoly  Sg   Oppressioa  "  ,  the  Act  against  Treason  and  Offences  less  than 

Treason  and  any  Acts  for  punishing  Persons  inimical  to  the  American  States A  Resolve 

that  pass'd  the  General  Court  Jan  31.*  1777  relative  to  the  buying  up  Pork  or  other  Pro- 
visions—  And  that  said  Justices  proceed  thereon  agreeable  to  "theLaws  of  this  State  and 
to  enable  said  Committee  to  execute  this  Commission  that  a  Warrant  issue  t't  the  Treas- 
urer to  pay  into  their  hands  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  hundred  pounds  for  which  they  shall 
not  be  accountable  untill  the  Expiration  of  the  time  for  which  they  are  Chosen  which  shall 
be  the  Term  of  Six  months  and  the  said  Com"-'',  are  authorized  to  Correspond  with  any 
Com'"^"?'.  of  Safety  or  Secret  Com'<'<''.  of  any  of  the  United  States  of  America 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Saml  Freeman    Speak  P  T 

In  Council  May  3^.  1777  Read  and  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  A  to  B  and 
John  Taylor  &  Joseph  Cushing  are  joined  on  the  Part  of  the  Board  Sent  down  for  Con- 
cun-ence  Jno  Avert    Dpy  Secy 

dele  fi-om  A  to  B  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  3.  1777    Read  &  Concurrd     J  Wahren    Spk'' 

Consented  to  " — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]  —  Mass.  Archives,  ml.  213.  p.  469. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter,  amended  by  the  substitution  of  section  three  for  a  briefer  clause, 
was  passed,  in  the  House,  to  be  engrossed.  May  2d,  and  on  the  same  day  it  was  read  a 
first  time  in  the  Council.  The  Council  proposed  two  amendments,  on  the  5th,  which  were 
rejected  by  the  House,  and,  on  the  6th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted  and' was  si^-ned 
by  fifteen  of  the  Council.  "^ 

The  following  measures  were  subsequently  taken  for  the  more  effectual  enforcement  of 
this  act : — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Repi-esentatives  May  Jif'  1777 

fWhereas  the  Enemies  of  that  Freedom  for  which  the  good  People  of  America  are  Earn- 
estly Contending,  among  other  wicked  devices  to  Suiivert  and  destroy  the  happiness  of 
this  Country,  have  made  and  passed  sundry  false  and  forged  Bills,  in  iniitation  of  the  true 
Bills  Emitted  by  the  Congress  and  Assemblies  in  America,  which  Wickedness  if  not  soon 
suppressed  will  be  very  injurious  to  Individuals,  and  ruinous  to  the  Pnblick.  And  that  a 
Speedy,  and  an  Effectual  Stop  may  be  put  thereto,  the  Great  and  General  Court  though 
they  tenderly  regard  the  Sul)jects  priviledge  of  holding  his  House  intire,  have  thought^it 
necessary  to  come  into  the  following  Resolution  to  wit. —  ^ 

Resolved  that  when  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  this  State  at  any  Time  hereafter 
untill  the  further  Order  of  the  General  Court  shall  either  from  his  owii  observation,  or 
from  any  Evidence  laid  before  him,  have  cause  to  suspect,  that  any  such  false  and  foro-ed 
Bills  are  concealed  in  the  possession  of  any  person  within  the  County  whereof  he  is  a  Jus- 
tice, such  Justice  shall  immediately  make  out  his  AV'arrant  directed  to  some  Sherriff  Deputy 
Sherriff  or  constal^le  Commanding  him  forthwith  in  the  daytime  between  the  risin?  and 
the  Setting  of  the  Sun  in  the  presence  of  tAvo  or  more  Substantial  Freeholders  of  the'Town 
or  place  where  such  Bills  are  suspected  to  be  concealed  to  open  the  House,  place  or  ap- 
partraent  suspected,  and  there  to  Search  for  the  same  &  Examine  strictly  all  suspected  • 
places  or  things,  and  such  Sherriff  Deputy  Sherriff  or  Constable  to  whom  such  Waixant 
shall  be  directed  and  delivered  shall  after  demanding  of  the  Owner  of  such  House  place  or 
appartment  if  present  or  in  his  or  her  absence  of  some  person  found  therein  admittance, 
and  if  the  owner  of  the  same,  or  the  person  in  his  absence  found  therein  shall  not  open  the 
same  immediately  or  if  no  person  is  therein,  such  officer  shall  have  power  in  the  presence 
of  two  Freeholders  as  aforesaid  Instantly  to  break  open  the  same  and  Search  therein,  and 
if  upon  such  Search  any  such  false  and  forged  Bills,  shall  be  there  found  the  officer  so 
Searching  shall  bring  the  same  and  the  person  in  whose  possession  they  shall  be  found  be- 
fore the  justice  who  shall  have  granted  such  Warrant  or  some  other  Justice  of  the  Peace 
within  the  same  Coimty  to  be  examined, touching  the  matter  and  such  Justice  shall  if  he 
shall  be  convinced  that  such  person  in  whose  possession  such  Bills  shall  be  found  knew 
them  to  be  false  and  forged  and  that  he  was  intending  to  presume  to  pass  them  shall  com- 
mit such  person  to  Prison  untill  the  next  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  Court  of  Assize  & 
General  Goal  Delivery  to  be  held  for  and  within  such  County,  And  in  case  such  Justice 
shall  be  convinced  that  sxich  person  shall  have  received  such  Bills  by  mistake  and  that  he 
hath  no  design  of  passing  the  same,  he  may  order  him  to  become  bound  for  his  appear- 
ance at  said  Court  or  discharge  him  at  the  discretion  of  the  Justice. —  Sent  up  for  Concur- 
rence J  Warrex    Spkr 

In  Council  May  7'.  1777    Read  &  Concurred  J.\o  Avert  Dpy  Secy 

Consented  to  "^Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  vol.  214,  p.  25. 

"  Mass'%  Bay.    In  Council  July  5'h.  1777 

+Resolved  that  no  person  who  stands  committed  to  any  Gaol  within  this  State  for  coun- 
terfeiting any  Notes  Certificates  Bills  of  Credit  Lottery  tickets  or  any  Coin  cun-ent  within 
this  State,  or  advising  thereto,  or  passing  or  uttering  the  same  knowing  them  to  be  coun- 
erfeit,  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  this  State  in  such  Cases  made ;  or  "that  hereafter  shall 
stand  charged  and  comitted  for  any  of  the  Offences  aforementioned  shall  be  lett  to  Bail 

*  In  tbis  resolve  as  printed  from  the  Council  Records  in  the  note  on  p.  673,  ante,  this  date  appears 
as  Jan.  30,  which  corresponds  with  the  date  of  the  printed  resolve.  Both  however  are  wrong,  as 
the  concurrence  of  hoth  houses  was  on  the  thirty-first. 

t  Printed  resolves  of  the  March  session,  chapter  CCm. 
X  Ibid.,  May  session,  chapter  CLXXI. 
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without  the  consent  of  the  General  Assembly  or  in  the  recess  thereof  of  the  Council  first 
had  and  obtained  Any  Law  Usage  or  Custom  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding — 

Sent  down  for  Concun-ence  Jno  Avert    Dpy  Sec^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  July  5,  1777    Read  &  Concurr'd 

R  T  Paine     Spkr  pr  tern 

Consented  to  "—[Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .—  Ibid.,  p.  412. 

The  following  order  was  passed  to  secure  a  more  strict  enforcement  of  the  fourth  and 
fifth  sections  of' the  act  to  which  the  present  chapter  was  in  addition : — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    Council  Chamber  Nov^  19.  1777 

AVhereas  this  Board  have  lately  been  informed  that  some  persons  within*  State  have 
been  so  regardless  of  the  Publick  Interest,  as  to  pass  the  bills  of  Pnblick  Credit  of  the 
United  States  for  a  less  sum  than  their  real  Value  And  to  sell  Goods  &c  at  a  less  price 
for  Gold  or  Silver  than  for  paper  Currency    Therefore 

Ordered  that  all  persons  witliin  this  State  that  have  any  reguard  to  the  Rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  United  States  be  and  they  hereby  are  Called  upon  to  Give  Information  to  law- 
la!  Authority  of  all  breaches  of  an  act  for  JPreventing  the  depretiation  of  the  bills  of  Pulv 
lick  Credit  of  this  and  the  Other  United  States ;  that  all  Violaters  of  the  act  afores''.  may 
be  broucrht  to  Condign  Punishment    read  &  accepted  Jno  Avery   Dy  Sec/."  — 

Ihid.,  vol.  I6b,  p.  29. 

John  Hancock  wrote  to  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts,  under  date  of  Jan.  15,  1777 
enclosincr  certain  resolves  passed  by  the  Continental  Congress  the  day  I)efore,  recommend- 
ing the  state  legislatures  to  enact  laws  inflicting  penalties  on  all  who  should  discriminate 
against  the  Continental  currency  cither  in  paying  for,  or  receiving  the  value  of,  goods,  and 
also  recommending  the  passage  of  acts  making  Continental  bills  a  legal  tender,  in  all 
cases,  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling,  to  a  dollar.  This  letter  and  the 
resolves,  were  referred  to  a  committee,  which  reported,  through  Tristram  Dalton,  "That 
the  recommendations  in  the  resolutions  of  January  14th,  so  far  as  they  respect  the  sup- 
porting the  credit  of  the  Continental  money,  are  already  adopted  by  this  state,  and  pro- 
vided for  by  the  several  laws  lately  passed."  The  date  of  this  report  is  not  given,  and  it 
may  have  been  after  the  passage  of  the  present  chapter. 

See  notes  to  chap.  37,  ante;  and  1777-78,  chap.  7,  §  8,  and  1778-79  chaps.  5  and  25,  post. 

Chap.  45.  Before  its  evacuation  by  the  British  forces,  Boston  had  been  a  place  yf  refuuc 
for  a  considerable  number  of  adherents  to  the  royal  party,  from  all  parts  of  the  province, 
but  chiefly  from  that  town  and  its  immediate  neighborhood.  Many  of  these  refugocs  left 
the  country,  with  the  departure  of  the  troops ;  but  others  remained,  who,  being  objects  of 
suspicion  to  the  ]iopular  party,  required  the  prompt  attention  of  theLegislatm-e.  Accord- 
ingly, as  early  as  March  19,  1776,  two  days  after  the  evacuation,  a  joint  committee  was 
appointed  to  procure  from  the  selectmen  and  committees  of  the  town,  a  list  of  such  per- 
sons, "  with  the  facts  by  them  committed,"  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  General  Court. 

This  committee,  some  change  in  which  had  been  made  in  the  mean  time,  reported, 
on  the  29th,  and  another  joint  committee  was  thereupon  appointed,  which  was  com- 
pleted on  the  first  of  April,  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  and  accompany- 
ing papers,  and  "  to  report  what  may  be  projicr  to  be  done  with  the  person  named  in  said 
papers."  The  result  of  this  committee's  action  was  the  establishment  of  a  "  Court  of  En- 
quiry," by  a  resolve  in  accordance  with  their  report. 

The  court  consisted  of  seven  justices  of  the  peace,  of  Suffolk  County,  who,  or  either  of 
them,  were  directed  to  issue  warrants,  immediately,  to  the  sheriff  of  Suffolk,  his  deputies, 
or  to  the  constables  of  any  town  in  the  county,  requiring  them  to  apprehend  and  bring 
before  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  such  place  in  the  county  as  the  justices  should 
appoint,  the  bodies  of  all  the  persons  named  in  the  aforesaid  list,  together  with  any  other 
resident*  of  Boston  "  which  are  or  may  be  complained  of  as  having  designs  to  act,  or 
having  acted,  against  the  rights  of  this  or  the  other  United  Colonies,  or  of  having  in  any 
manner  aided,  abetted  or  assisted  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  either  of  them," 
and  thereupon  to  examine  them  forthwith  and  secure  the  persons  of  such  as  "they  may 
judge  have  acted,  or  are  acting,  as  enemies,  spies  or  traitors  to  this  or  the  other  colonies," 
1\V  taking  bonds,  to  the  colony  treasurer,  for  their  good  behavior,  or  for  their  appear- 
ance to  answer,  at  some  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  tlie  charges  made  against  them,  or 
to  commit  them  to  close  custody,  without  bail,  as  the  case  required. 

The  court  thus  estalihshed,  proceeded  cautiously  and  considerately,  until  the  sixth  of  June, 
when  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  into,  and  report  upon,  its  doings.  The  report 
of  this  committee  was  made  July  2d.  It  approved  of  the  doings  of  the  court  (which 
it  found  had  committed  only  five  persons,  and  bound  over  five  others  to  the  ensuing  term 
of  the  Superior  Court),  but  proposed  the  adoption  of  a  resolve  reconstructing  the  court,  by 
limiting  the  number  of  justices  to  five,  of  whom  three  should  constitute  a  quorum  for 
business.  This  new  court  was  invested  with  all  the  powers  and  charged  with  all  the 
duties  of  the  former  tribunal,  except  that  of  taking  recognizances  for  appearance  at  the 
Superior  Court  The  recognizances  of  those  who  were  already  bound  over  to  appear,  they 
were  authorized  to  cancel,  and  to  release  from  imprisonment  those  who  had  been  com- 
mitted, upon  their  giving  bonds  for  good  behavior;  and  these  and  all  other  suspected 
persons  they  were  empowered  to  send  into  the  inland  towns,  instead  of  incarcerating  them, 
as  before.  They  were  further  empowered  to  disarm  suspected  persons.  All  bonds  taken 
by  them  were  to  run  to  the  treasurer  of  the  colony ;  and  they  were  required  to  sit  from 
day  to  day,  or  as  often  as  possible,  "  until  they  have  discharged  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,"  and,  finally,  to  make  a  report  of  their  proceedings,  on  or  before  the  first  of  August, 
and  to  receive  proper  compensation  for  their  services. 

*  Sic:  "this,"  omitted. 
t  A  more  particular  account  of  this  couri  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix. 
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The  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  throughout,  was  limited  to  the  county  of  Suffolk.  The 
act  of  May  1,  1776,  however  (1775-76,  chap.  21),  for  disarming,  disqualifying,  restraining 
and  punishing  disaffected  and  inimical  persons,  extended  to  the  whole  province;  and  this 
was  the  only  standing  law  upon  the  subject,  that  was  of  universal  application,  until  the 
enactment  of  the  present  chapter,  which  supplied  a  deficiency  in  the  provisions  of  that 
act  relative  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  suspected  persons  —  those  provisions  apply- 
ing only  to  such  as  failed  to  recognize  for  good  behavior  and  for  appearance  at  court. 
The  bold  step  was  now  taken  of  investing  the  supreme  executive  with  the  absolute  power 
of  arresting  and  incarcerating  any  person  that  it  "  should  deem  the  safety  of  the  Com- 
monwealth requires  should  be  restrained  of  his  personal  liberty,  or  whose  enlargement 
within  this  state  is  dangerous  thereto."  The  preamble  to  the  act  shows  that  it  was,  pro- 
fessedly, a  war  measure. 

Chap.  46.  The  resolves  passed  by  the  House,  February  5th,  and  concurred  l)y  the 
Council,  on  the  7th  (chapter  CLVII.  of  the  printed  resolves),  by  which  the  exportation  of 
certain  articles  therein  enumerated  was  prohibited,  were  objected  to  by  Governor  Cooke 
of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  letters  of  Feb.  12th  and  Feb.  26th.  On  the  10th  of  March,  a  joint 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Sumner,  Goodman  and  Hill,  of  the  House,  and  Thomas 
Cushing  and  John  Taylor,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
objections  of  Governor  Cooke,  and  to  revise  the  act  against  monopoly  (chap.  14)  "and 
report  as  soon  as  may  be."  On  the  17th  of  March  the  same  committee  was  "directed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  price  of  flour  and  other  articles  recommended  by  the  conven- 
tion of  the  New-England  states  at  Providence,  to  be  affixed  and  ascertained  by  the  several 
legislative  bodies  within  their  respective  states,  and  to  report,  if  any  and  what  alterations 
had  best  be  made  in  the  prices  thereof." 

On  the  26th  of  March,  this  committee  reported  to  the  Council,  by  way  of  resolve,  that 
chapter  14  be  "repealed  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  prices  Affixed  to  the  Article  of  Flour, 
Tanned  Hides,  Hay,  Horse  Keeping,  Teaming  Work,  Turkeys,  Dunghill  Fowls,  Duck, 
Geese  Mutton,  Veal,  &  Chocolate  And  that  for  the  future  The  selectmen  of  several  sea 
Port  Towns  within  this  State  shall  affix  the  Price  at  which  all  Flour  Imported  by  Water 
from  the  other  United  States  into  the  several  Towns  within  this  State  shall  be  sold  at, 
and  for  their  Government  in  the  affixing  the  price  of  the  article  of  Flour  aforesaid  they 
shall  allow  the  Importer  the  first  Cost  &  Charges  of  the  Flour  with  the  addition  of  Five 
(^Cent  profit,  taking  Care  not  to  allow  the  five  ^P*  Cent  profit  on  the  Cost  of  the  Insurance 
—  And  be  it  further  Resolved  that  for  the  Future  the  following  Articles  shall  not  be  sold 
for  a  higher  price  than  hereafter  is  settled  and  affixed  to  them  respectively  Viz'  —  Tanned 
hides  at  one  shilling  and  Eight  pence  ^  pound  English  Hay  at  six  shillings!^  hundred 
Horse  keeping  at  Boston  for  a  night  or  Twenty  four  hours  with  English  Hay  at  Two 
Shillings  &  Eight  pence  and  in  other  Places  in  proportion  &  for  keeping  a  yoke  of  oxen 
for  the  same  time  Three  Shillings  Teaming  work  Two  Shillings  for  every  Ton  weignt  a 
mile  Mutton  &  Veal  for  a  fore  quarter  four  pence  4^*  pound  &  for  a  hind  quarter  four 
pence  half  penny  4^  pound  American  manufactured  Chocolate  Two  shillings  <^  single 
pound."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  213,  p.  98. 

This  report  was  rejected  by  both  branches. 

The  subject  of  revising  chapter  14  was  referred,  March  29th,  to  a  new  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Phillips,  Brooks,  Story  and  Wendell,  of  the  House,  and  Ward,  Spooner 
and  Thomas  Cushing,  of  the  Council.  This  committee  was  changed,  April  2d,  by  the 
substitution  of  Messrs.  White  and  Lewis,  for  Messrs.  Wendell  and  Brooks,  of  the  House, 
who  were  absent.  On  the  4th  this  committee,  by  Artemas  Ward,  made  the  following 
report  which  was  read  and  accepted  by  the  Council,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence,  but 
no  further  proceedings  thereupon  have  been  discovered :  — 

"  The  Committee  of  Both  Houses  Appointed  to  revise  the  Act  for  preventing  Monopoly 
and  Oppression  and  to  report  what  Alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made  therein  &c  beg 
leave  to  report 

That  the  said  Act,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  Article  of  Flour,  be  repealed— That  it  is 
highly  necessary  there  should  be  a  revision  of  said  Act  &  some  alterations  made  therein 
but  that  it  will  not  be  expedient  for  this  Court  to  make  a  revision  or  an  alteration  in  said 
Act,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  those  Articles  to  which  prices  were  affixed  by  the  late  Conven- 
tion of  Committees  at  Providence,  without  first  Consulting  the  other  New  England  states 
and  therefore  your  Committee  report  that  a  Committee  of  this  Court  be  appointed  to  meet 
Committees  from  the  states  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  New  hampshire  at  Provi- 
dence on  the  Twenty  ninth  Day  of  April  Instant  for  this  Special  purpose  and  that  Letters 
be  wrote  to  the  Governments  aforesaid  proposing  the  Same  all  which  is  Submitted."  — 
Ibid.,  p.  97. 

No  record  of  the  passage  of  the  following  resolve  has  been  discovered :  — 

"  State  of  Massachuset"ts-Bay.    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  late  Act  intituled  an  Act  to  prevent  Monopoly  &  Oppression  be,  & 
hereby  is  altered  &  amended,  so  far  only  as  it  relates  to  the  prices  affixed  to  the  Articles  of 
Flour  &  Bloomcry-Iron;  And  That  for  the  future,  the  Selectmen  &  Com'-'^'''  of  Corre- 
spondence &<=  of  the  Several  Towns  within  this  State,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall, 
monthly  or  as  often  as  they  judge  necessary,afflx  the  Price  at  which  Flour  shall  be  Sold 
within  their  respective  Towns,  &  post  up  such  price  in  the  most  public  places  In  their 
Towns;  And  for  their  Gorernmcnt  in  the  affixing  the  price  of  the  Article  of  Flour,  they 
shall  allow  the  Importer  the  first  Cost  &  Charges  of  the  Flour,  with  the  addition  of  five 
^  Cent  profit,  taking  care  not  to  allow  the  five  ^  Cent  profit  on  the  Cost  of  the  Insurance, 
^  also  taking  care  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  imposition  which  may  arise  from 
Bartering.    And  also 

Resolved,  That  the  price  of  Bloomery-Iron  for  the  future,  shall  not  exceed,  or  be  sold 
at  a  higher  price  than  thirty-six  Pounds  i^  Ton  in  any  part  of  this  State."— iSirf.,  p.  101. 
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These  ineffectual  .attempts  to  remove  the  objections  to  existinsc  regulations  respecting 
the  prices  of  labor,  gdods  and  provisions,  which  were  constantly  rising  with  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  were  followed  by  the  bringing  in  of  a  bill  with  the  title  of  the  piesent 
chapter.  After  various  amendments  the  bill,  which  had  been  discussed  in  both  branches, 
and  by  committees,  from  the  latter  part  uf  April,  was  finally  p.issL'd  tj  he  enacted  in  ita 
present  form,  on  the  tenth  of  May,  and  was  printed  and  distributed  in  pamphlet  form. 

In  the  bill  as  originally  reported  and  approved  by  the  House,  the  duration  of  the 
act  was  the  same  as  in  this  chapter.  The  Council  concurred  in  the  bill, as  taken  into  a  new 
draught  in  which  the  continuance  of  the  act  wa,s  limited  to  one  year.  Thereupon  the 
House  sent  a  message  to  the  Council,  on  the  9th  of  May,  "to  acquaint  the  Board  with  the 
reasons  of  their  Nonconcurrence  of  the  Vole  of  the  Board  respecting  the  Continuance  of 
the  Act  to  prevent  Monopoly  &  Oppression  for  three  Years  —  one  Reason  was  the  Gov- 
ernment had  plisjhted  their  Faith  to  the  Soldiery — and  another  reason  was,  if  it  had  been 
continued  but  for  one  Year,  the  people  would  withhold  the  Articles  for  Sale."  —  Council 
Records,  vol.  XXXVII.,  p.  288. 

The  followina:  letter  from  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island,  shows  the  futility  of  acts  of 
the  nature  of  this  chapter :  — 

"  Providence  May  14*  1777. 

Sir  The  Consequences  arising  from  the  not  carrying  into  Execution  the' late  Acts 
passed  by  the  several  Legislative  Bodies  of  the  New-England  States  affixing  Prices  of 
Labor  arid  Goods  enumerated,  are  too  obvious  to  need  commenting  upon 

This  little  State  hath  exerted  itself  in  some  measure  by  prosecuting  Persons  who  have 
transgressed  that  Law :  but  in  vain  can  she  alone,  put  in  Execution  a  matter  upon  which 
so  much  depends  —  The  Consequence  hath  been  an  almost  intire  stop  of  vending  the 
necessary  Articles  of  Life. — 

The  undoubted  inteiligcnce  we  have  received  that  those  Laws  are  not  adhered  too,  in 
our  Two  neighboring  States  that  are  powerful,  the  Avarice  of  others,  &  the  many  design- 
ing Men  who  endeavor  to  render  abortive  all  Laws  that  are  made  by  the  States  tend  to 
obstruct  the  Salutary  effects  proposed  thereby. 

The  absolute  necessity  that  said  Laws  should  be  strictly  adhered  too,  is  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  concern.  —  We  appointed  a  Committee  at  the  last  Session  of  Assembly  to  prepare 
a  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  carrying  the  s'!  Laws  into  Execution,  but  unless  they  are  en- 
forced in  Our  Neigh lioring  States  nothing  can  be  expected  from  Us. — 

We  have  passed  an  Act  that  Soldiers  inlisting  into  the  Continental  Battalions  should  be 
supplied  with  necessaries  as  they  are  stipulated  in  said  Acts,  &  appointed  Committees  in 
each  Town  to  supply  their  Families  upon  their  Lodging  the  money,  &  also  to  supply  the 
Poor  Inhabitants  of  the  State.  —  We  should  be  very  happy  in  seeing  those  Laws  effectually 
carried  into  Execution,  &  wait  with  anxiety  to  know  what  further  Steps  the  State  of  the 
Massachusetts-Bay  takes  to  enforce  them. —  As  the  General  Assembly  sits  next  Monday 
at  South  Kingston  should  be  obliged  to  you  to  inform  tis  by  the  Continental  Post,  who 
sits  out  from  Boston  on  Monday,  what  you  have  done,  &  inclose  the  (.-'opy  of  any  Acts 
that  may  pass  respecting  thereto.  *■***!  am  Sir  in  behalf  of  the  Coimcil 

Your  most  Obed.  &  very  hble  Serv*.      Nicus  Cooke."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  197,  p.  50, 

And  the  following  proceedings  (the  resolve  being  chapter  LVII.  of  the  printed  resolves 
of  1777-78)  still  farther  illustrate  some  of  the  difficulties  attending  such  legislation :  — 

"  To  the  whole  Court 

The  Petition  of  Benj'^  Garfield  &  Malachi  Marble  humbly  sheweth 

That  your  Petitioners  on  or  about  the  first  Day  of  Jany.  last  past  did  enter  into  a  Con- 
tract with  the  hoi;'e  Board  of  War  for  this  State  &  engaged  to  supply  them  by  the  1"*'  of 
Apr  with  1500  bbs  Pork  &  Beef  the  former  at  SI  ^  \\i  &  the  latter  at  26^  <|f  C'— &  that 
your  Petitioners  were  going  on  to  fulfill  their  Contract  with  considerable  Success — But 
the  Bill  for  preventing  Monopoly  &  Oppression  takinir  Place  prevented  your  Petitioners 
from  completing  their  Contract  &  s<i  Act  having  fixed  the  Price  of  Beef  above  it,  what 
your  Petitioners  have  been  able  to  do  has  been  at  the  Loss  of  about  £150  L  My.  besides 
all  their  Trouble  &  Expence  — 

Your  Petitioners  have  represented  their  hard  Lot  to  the  Board  of  War  —  but  the  Board 
do  not  apprehend  that  they  have  Power  to  alter  the  Contract  &  have  therefore  refer'd 
your  Petitioners  to  this  honourable  Court — We  therefore  intreat  your  Honors  to  take  our 
pitiable  Case  into  Consideration  &  to  afford  us  such  Relief  as  to  your  Wisdom  &  Humani- 
ty shall  seem  meet  &  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  pray  — 

Benja  Garfield 
Malachi  Marble."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  214,, p.  188. 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  house  of  Rcpresentativs  June  17"'  1777 

On  the  Petition  of  Benjamin  Garfield  and  Malachi  Marble  representing  that  they  have 
been  obliged  to  give  a  greater  price  for  Beef  to  supply  the  Hon*:  Board  of  War  than  wag 
agreed  upon  in  their  Contract,  and  prayinsj  for  relief — 

Resolved  that  the  Board  of  War  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  make  the  said  Benja- 
min Garfield  and  Malachi  Marble  such  allowance  as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and  reason- 
able Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Warren     Spk' 

In  Council  June  17'.  1777    Read  &  Concurred  Jn9  Avery    Dpy  Secy 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid., p.  187. 

Chap.  48.  This  act  was  apparently  intended  to  supplement,  rather  than  to  supersede, 
the  provisions  of  chapter  45.  Up  to  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  only  tribunal 
for  the  purposes  contemplated  in  this  chapter,  was  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  the  jurisdiction  of 
which,  as  has  been  seen,  was  confined  to  Sulfolk  County:  —  see  note  to  chapter  45,  ante. 
As  early  as  the  20th  of  March,  a  joint  committee  had  been  apjiointed  by  the  House,  to 
procure  fi'om  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns,  lists  of  all  siisj)ected  persons  therein; 
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and  various  measures,  of  temporary  and  special  application,  had  Ijoen  adopted,  from  time 
to  time,  to  effect  tlie  purposes  wliicli  were  more  completely  accomplished  by  this  act. 
Upon  the  expiration  of  this  act,  on  the  first  of  January,  177!S,  the  persons  who  had  been 
confined  on  board  the  guard-ships  in  pursuance  of  its  provisions,  were  liberated ;  there 
being  no  law  for  thek  further  detention.  An  unsuccessful  effort  was  thereupi^n  made,  in 
the  third  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1778-79,  to  enact  a  bill  for  reviving  this  act,  with 
sundry  additions.  This  was  i)assed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  o5  mem- 
bers out  of  74,  and  was  sent  up  for  concurrence.  7\.nother  ])ill  was  proposed  during  the 
same  session  (which  also  failed  to  pass)  for  the  appointment  of  a  court  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner, to  proceed  against  suspected  persons,  to  outlawry  and  confiscation. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Ilepresentatives  June  G'''  1777.* 
Whereas  difficulties  have  arisen  with  respect  to  the  Power  which  the  Court  of  special 
Sessions  for  the  Trial  of  Persous  inimical  to  this  State,  have  for  the  convening  Witnesses 
before  them  — 

Therefore  Resolved  —  That  the  Justices  of  said  Court  have  full  Power  to  appoint  a  Clerk 
for  said  Court,  and  have  full  Power  to  order  said  Clerk  to  issue  .Summonses  for  the  At- 
tendance of  \V  itnesses  necessary  at  any  Trial,  though  such  Witnesses  may  live  in  any 
other  County  than  that  where  such  Court  is  held,  and  to  issue  any  Process'  for  the  com- 
pelling Witnesses  to  attend,  as  amply  as  is  by  Law  given  to  the  Superior  Court  and  Court 
of  (Jeheral  Goal  Deliveiy  of  this  t^tate    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  WARra;N  Spk"' 

In  Council  June  G';'  1777  Read  &  Concurred  Jn?  Aveky  Dp>'  beo' 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  214,  p.  107- 
See,  further,  1777-78,  chapte'-  18 ;  and  1778-79,  chapters  9,  10  and  24,  and  notes,  j^ost. 

Supplementary  notes  to  chapters  37  and  44.  Of  the  resolves  passed  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  Jan.  14,  1777,  and  referred  to  in  the  notes  to  these  chapters,  ante,  the  following 
is  the  part  relating  to  the  depreciation  of  the  bills  of  public  credit:  — 

"Whereas  the  continental  money  ought  to  be  supported  at  the  full  value  expressed  in 
the  respective  bills  l)y  the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  for  whoso  benefit  they  were  issued 
and  who  stand  bound  to  redeem  the  same  according  to  the  like  value;  and  the  pernicious 
artifices  of  the  enemies  of  american  liberty  to  impair  the  credit  of  the  said  bills  by  raising 
the  nominal  value  of  gold  and  silver,  or  any  other  species  of  money  whatsoever,  ought  to 
be  guarded  against  and  prevented : 

Resolved,  That  all  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  authority  of  Congress  ought  to  pass  current 
in  all  payments,  trade  and  dealings  in  these  states,  and  be  deemed  in  value  equal  to  the 
same  nominal  sums  in  Spanish  milled  dollars;  and  that  whosoever  shall  oft'er,  ask  or 
receive  more  in  the  said  bills  for  any  gold  or  silver  coins,  bullion,  or  any  other  species  of 
money  whatsoever  than  the  nominal  sum  or  amount  theroof  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  or 
more  in  the  said  bills  for  any  lands,  houses,  goods  or  comni&ditics  whatsoever  than  the 
same  could  be  purchased  at  of  the  same  person  or  jK'rsons  in  gold,  silver,  or  any  other 
species  of  money  whatsoever;  or  shall  offer  to  sell  any  goods  or  commodities  for  gold  or 
silver  coins,  or  any  other  species  of  money  whatsoever,  and  refuse  to  sell  the  same  for  the 
said  continental  bills;  every  such  person  ought  to  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of 
these  United  States,  and  to  forfeit  tbe  value  of  the  money  so  exchanged,  or  house,  land  or 
commodity  so  sold  or  offered  to  sale.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
respective  states  to  enact  laws  inflicting  such  forfeitures  and  other  penalties  on  offenders 
as  aforesaid  as  will  i)revent  such  perni'  ious  practices : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  United  States  to  pass  laws  to  make 
the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  Congress  a  lawful  tender  in  payments  of  public  and  private 
debts;  and  a  refusal  thereof  an  extinguishment  of  such  debts:  that  debts  payable  in 
sterling  money  be  discharged  with  continental  dollars  at  the  rate  of  4/  6  sterling  per  dol- 
lar;  and  that  in  discharge  of  all  other  debts  and  contracts,  continental  dollars  pass  at  the 
rate  fixed  by  the  respective  states  for  the  value  of  Spanish  milled  dollars. **  —  Journals  of 
Congress. 

Supplementary  note  to  chapter  38.  The  discovery,  in  the  House  files,  since  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  note  to  this  chapter,  of  a  package  of  papers  relating  to  this  act  in  its  earlier 
stages,  throws  further  light  upon  its  history.  The  bill,  as  first  di'awn,  was  read  a  first 
time,  in  the  Council,  October  24,  177G,  when  a  day  was  assigned  for  the  second  reading. 
This  bill  appears  to  have  been  dropped,  at  this  stage,  and  a  new  draught  was  read  a  first 
time  on  the  eighteenth  of  November,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  sent  to  the  House, 
for  concurrence,  on  the  day  following.  This  new  draught  embraced,  in  substance,  all  tlie 
provisions  of  the  act,  except  sections  3,  4,  9,  10  and  11.  -It  also  contained  a  section,  omit- 
ted in  the  act,  providing  that,  before  judgment  should  be  rendered  in  any  action  against 
an  absentee  the  agent  of  his  estate  should  be  duly  served  with  the  writ  and  declaration, 
and  be  allowed  to  appear  and  defend  the  suit ;  or  if  there  were  no  agent,  that  the  com-t  in 
which  the  suit  was  pending  should  appoint  a  disinterested  attorney  for  that  purpose. 

'1  he  title  of  the  bills  in  both  these  draughts  ended  with  the  word  ''protection;  "  and  in 
section  two  of  the  latter,  the  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  personal  estate,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  creditors,  of  absentees,  were  more  loose  and  general  than  in  the  act;  and  the 
bill  contained  a  clause  directing  the  state  treasurer  to  hoUl  the  balance  remaining  in  his 
hands,  of  money  received  by  him  from  agents  of  absentees'  estates,  "  for  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  such  person  as  may  be  cnl'dled  thereto.''  An  amcnuuicnt,  also,  which  had  been 
offered  in  the  Council,  extending  the  provisions  of  this  bill  to  the  case  of  any  person  who 
had  aided  and  assisted  the  enemy  against  the  state,  had  been  rejected,  and  now  the  clause 
of  section  two  aliove  referred  to,  and  another  provision  in  the  seventh  section  (section  8,  of 
the  act)  for  the  support  of  the  family  and  domestic  servants  of  al)sentces,  out  of  their  es- 

•  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  pession,  ohapter  XVIII. 
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tates,  appear  to  have  defeated  the  Ijill.  It  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  Nov.  20,  in 
the  forenoon,  and  a  second  time,  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  was  committed  to  Messrs. 
Palmer,  Stone,  Lithgow,  Gushing  and  Turner.  No  record  of  further  proceedings  upon 
the  Itill  has  been  discovered  until  Jan.  28,  1777,  when  the  House  ordered  "That  Judge 
Sullivan,  Brigadier  Palmer,  and  Mr.  Hill  be  a  committee  to  revise  the  bill,  and  report 
wliat  is  necessary  to  be  done  thereon."  Here  the  matter  resti'd  until  the  next  session, 
when  { March  11 ) ,  it  was  voted  that  the  committee  last  mentioned  be  called  upon  to  report ; 
and  an  order  was  passed  directing  the  speaker  to  inform  Judge  Sullivan  of  this  vote. 

A  letter  fi'om  Judge  Sullivan  is  on  file,  with  the  second  draught  and  its  amendments, 
accompanied  with  a  new  draught  of  a  bill,  written  by  Sullivan,  and  a  letter,  dated  Bidde- 
ford,  March  24,  1777,  directed  to  Mr.  Speaker  Warren,  and  containing  the  following  pas- 
sages :  — 

"  I  Inclose  you  an  Act  relating  to  Torys  Estates  which  ^vas  Committed  to  me.  I  have 
many  objections  to  the  plan  of  it  I  see  no  provision  that  the  Rents  and  profits  of  such 
Estates  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  public  and  the  whole  seems  rather  a  provision  to  take 
care  of  the  Estates  for  other  persons  and  not  for  the  Government 

I  also  Enclose  you  a  paper  containing  a  Hough  plau  that  I  apprehend  to  be  in  some 
sort  better  if  the  House  upon  Considering  it  should  adopt  a  plau  of  that  kind  it  may  do 
some  service 

I  have  made  no  provision  for  Families  left  and  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why  the  personal 
Estate  should  be  more  Exempt  from  paying  the  Del)ts  now  than  if  the  Absconders  were 
at  home,  however  a  provision  of  that  Kind  may  be  drawn  in  "  — 

In  brief,  Sullivan's  draught,  besides  omitting  the  provision  for  the  support  of  families, 
&c.,  extended  to  the  case  of  the  absentees  the  operation  of  chapter  10  of  the  acts  of  1758- 
59,  for  enabling  creditors  to  receive  their  just  debts  out  of  the  effects  of  their  alisent  or  ab- 
sconding debtors,  and  of  chapter  8  of  the  acts  of  1696,  for  the  equal  distribution  of  in- 
solvent estates.  This  draught  appears  to  have  arrived  too  late;  for,  on  the  2fth,  the  day 
of  its  date,  the  original  liill^  read  first  in  Council  five  months  before,  was  brought  forward 
in  the  House,  read  a  first  time,  and,  on  the  26th,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for 
concurrence.  It  had  its  first  and  second  readings  in  the  Council  on  the  26th  and  29th,  re- 
spectively, and  was  passed  to  be  engi-ossed,  with  the  amendments  mentioned  in  the  note 
on  p.  711,  ante.  In  three  of  the  proposed  amendments ;  viz.,  one  inserting  "  since  the  19th 
of  April  A.D.  1775,"  after  "  has,"  in  the  fifth  line  of  section  1 ;  the  others  substituting  the 
words  "such  aljsentee," for  "in  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States  aforesaid,"  in  the 
sixth  line,  and  "twelve  or  eighteen,"  for  "three,"  and  "or  nine,"  in  tlie  tenth  line  of  sec- 
tion 4 ;  the  House  refused  to  concur,  and  voted  to  adhere  to  their  own  vote,  whereupon  a 
committee  of  conference  was  appointed,  April  1,  consisting  of  William  Sever  and  Francis 
Dana,  of  the  Council,  and  Mr.  t'ooper  and  Judge  Cushing  of  the  House.  The  result  of 
this  conference  was  a  vote,  by  the  llouse,  receding  from  their  vote  of  nonconcurrencc  in  the 
last  two  amendments,  and  adhering  to  their  vote  on  the  first,  and  proposing  the  substitu- 
tion of  "  tenth,"  for  "  twentieth,"  in  the  sixth  line  of  section  8.  These  changes  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Council,  April  5,  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted  on  the  day  stated  in  the 
note,  ante. 

Further  proceedings  relative  to  the  sequestration  of  the  estates  of  absentees,  will  appear 
in  the  later  resolves.to  be  printed  in  the  Appendix. 
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AN    ACT 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  the  Twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1777. 


CHAPTER  1. 

AN  ACT  EXEMPTING  PERSONS  CONCERNED  IN  CONDUCTING  THE  BUSI- 
NESS OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  POST-OFFICE  FROM  ALL  MILITARY 
DUTIES. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,   by  their  resolutions  of  the  Preamble 
twelfth  day  of  May  last,  have  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures 
of  the  different  states,  to    exempt  all  postmasters,  post  riders  and 
persons  immediately  concerned  in  conducting  the  business  of  the  post- 
office  from  all  military  duties,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  all  postmasters  and  post  riders  of  the  post-office  established 
by  the  Continental  Congress  and  residing  within  this  state,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  declared  to  be  exempted  from  all  personal  military 
duties  within  this  state.     \_Passed  July  5. 
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AN    ACT 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  the  Fifth  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1777. 


CHAPTER     2. 


Repeal  of 
former  laws. 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  SELLING  OF  GOODS  AT  PUBLIC  VENDUE. 

Preamble.  Whereas,  by  the  practice  of  selling  goods  at  public  vendue  in  a  time 

of  scarcity,  it  often  happens  that  one  person  bidding  upon  another 
has  a  tendency  to  enhance  the  prices  of  such  goods  much  beyond  their 
real  value,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  public  ;  and  some  people  having 
been  wicked  enough  to  bid  upon  their  own  goods  for  the  purposes  of 
raising  the  price,  — 

It  is  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  Gen\_era'\l  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  several  laws,  and  parag [rop/is*]  in  the  laws,  of 
this  state,  relative  to  selling  goods  at  public  vendue,  be  and  [^Iiereby*^ 
are  repealed  and  declared  null  and  void,  excepting  those  laws  that 
impo[z(jer  and*]  direct  sheriffs,  deputy  sheriffs  and  constables  to  make 
sale  of  goods  taken  by  [^executions*]  or  otherwise,  and  assets  in  the 
hands  of  executors  and  administrators  for  payment  of  debts. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  from  and  after  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  August,  instant,  sell  at  public  vendue,  auction  or 
outcry,  any  goods,  chatt[a]l[e]s,  wares,  merchandize  or  effects  what- 
soever (excepting  as  before  excepted,  and  excepting  such  Continental 
stores  as  may  be  sold  at  public  vendue  by  the  commissary -gen  [era]  1 
or  his  order,  in  consequence  of  resolutions  of  Congress) ,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  such  sum  as  the  goods  so  sold  shall  amount  unto,  to  be  recov- 
ered by  indictment  or  presentm[eu]t  of  the  grand  jury,  or  by  a  special 
action  of  the  case,  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same  ;  one  moiety 
thereof  to  him  or  them  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  use  of  the  town  or  plantation  where  the  offence  is  com- 
mitted. And  where  any  forfeiture  shall  be  recovered  in  consequence 
of  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  the  grand  jury,  one  moiety  thereof 
shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  county  where  the  offence  is  committed,  and  ' 
to  be  paid  to  the  county  treasurer,  accordingly,  and  the  other  moiety 
to  the  town  or  place  where  the  offence  is  committed. 

Limiuuon.  [Sect.  3.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  untill  the  first  day 

of  November,  and  no  longer.     \_Passed  August  16.. 

*  Engrobsmeut  mutilated. 


Forfeiture  for 
disposing  of 
goods. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  THE  Tenth  day  of  September,  A.D.  1777. 


CHAPTEE    3. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  PERNICIOUS  PRACTICE  OF  DISTILLING,  INTO 
ANY  KIND  OF  SPIRIT  WHATEVER,  CYDER,  WHEAT,  INDIAN  CORN, 
RYE,  BARLEY  AND  OATS,  OR  EITHER  OF  THEM. 

Whereas  it  is  of  great  importance  that  cyder,  as  well  as  all  kinds  Preamble, 
of  grain,  whether  imported  into  this  state,  or  the  growth  and  produce 
thereof,  should  be  preserved  for  the  use  and  subsistance  of  the  army 
and  inhabitants  ;  and  whereas  a  scarcity  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
other  alarming  consequences,  may  take  place  by  suffering  spirits  of  any 
kind  whatever  to  be  extracted  or  distilled  from  cyder,  wheat,  Indian 
corn,  rye,  barley  and  oats,  or  either  of  them ;  for  prevention  where- 
of,— 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]    That  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  who  shall,  within  prohibitory 
this  state,  from  and  after  the  25th  day  of  September,  in  this  present  <='^"8e. 
year,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  extract  or  distill  spirits  of  any  kind 
whatever  from  cyder,  wheat,  Indian  corn,  rye,  barley  and  oats,  or 
either  of  them,  or  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  procure  or  cause  spirits 
and  strong  liquors  to  be  extracted  or  distilled  therefrom,  or  shall  put 
or  turn  any  of  the  before-mentioned  articles  into  hogsheads,  vatts  or 
cisterns  for  such  purpose,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for  each  and  Penalty, 
every  barrel  of  cyder,  and  six  pounds  for  each  and  every  bushel  of 
grain  so  made  use  of,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered,  in  any  court  of 
record  proper  to  try  the  same,  by  bill,  plaint  or  information ;  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  informer  or  prosecutor,  and  the  other  moiety  to 
the  use  of  the  town  where  the  offence  may  be  committed. 

[Sect.  2.]     This  act  to  remain  in  force  for  the  term  of  one  year  continuance, 
and  no  longer,     [^Passed  September  17. 
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CHAPTER  4. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  C0NT[7]NUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE 

EXPIRED. 


Preamble. 
Recital  of  laws 
now  revived. 
1773-74,  chap.  29. 


1773-74,  chap.  30. 


1773-74,  chap.  32. 


1774,  chap.  6. 


The  time  ol 
their  continu- 
ance. 


Whereas  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  now 
expired,  have  been  found  useful  and  beneficial;  viz"^'^.,  four  acts 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1774  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  making 
further  provision  for  regulating  the  alewive  fishery  in  the  town  of 
Bridgewater,  and  foi*  repealing  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1770,  intitled  '  An  Act  for  regulating  the  alewive  fishery  in 
the  town  of  Bridg[e]  water  ; '  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent 
neat  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  goats  and  swine  from  going  at  large  upon 
the  island  of  Chabequidick  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year ;  and  for 
preventing  other  trespasses  being  done  on  any  of  the  Indian  lands  on 
said  island,  for  the  future  ;  "  another,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to, 
and  for  rendering  more  effectual,  an  act  passed  in  tile  year  of  our  Lord 
1767,  intitled  '  An  Act  in  addition  to  several  acts  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  salmon  and  other  fish  in  Merrimack  River,  within  this 
province  ; '  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  exempt  the  people  called 
Quakers,  and  Antipedobaptists,  from  paying  taxes  for  the  support  of 
ministers  settled  by  the  laws  of  this  province,  and  for  the  building 
and  repairing  meeting-houses  or  places  of  public  worship", — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  asseynbled,  and  hy  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  all  the  before-mentioned  acts  now  expired  be  revived  and  con- 
tinued, with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  i-espectively 
contained,  and  shall  be  in  force  until[l]  the  first  day  of  November, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer. 
l_Passed  September  24. 


CHAPTER    5. 


AN  ACT  TO  OBLIGE   PERSONS  TO   ATTEND   AND   GIVE  EVIDENCE,  IN 
CERTAIN  CASES,  IN  THE  NEIGHBOURING  STATES. 


Preamble.  Whereas  some  persous  are  or  may  be  apprehended  in  the  neighbour- 

ing states,  next  adjoining,  for  the  crimes  of  forging,  counterf[ie][ei]t- 
ing,  altering  or  uttering  the  bills  or  notes  of  public  credit  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  and  some  persons  who  now  stand  indicted  or 
may  be  indicted  for  the  same  crime  or  crimes  may  escape  indictment 
and  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes,  by  means  that  the  material 
witnesses  reside  within  this  state,  and  refuse  to  give  their  at- 
tend[e][a]nce  at  any  court  within  such  states,  not  -being  compellable 
thereto  by  law ;  and  whereas  some  persons  may  refuse  or  neglect  to 
attend  and  give  evidence,  in  like  cases,  in  behalf  of  the  accused,  — 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  when  a  certificate  shall  be  sent  under  the  hand  of  Certificate  of 
the  attorney-general,  or  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  in  any  neighbour-  mifttruTwu- 
ing  state,  signifying  that  any  person  residing  within  this  state  is  sup-  totfny°ju8ticeof 
posed  to  be  a  material  witness  in  any  such  matter  as  aforesaid,  pending  the  peace. 
in  any  court  as  aforesaid,  and  praying  for  process  to  compel  such  per- 
sons tu   appear  there  and  give  evidence,  any  justice  of  the  peace  in 
the  county  where  such  person  is  resident,  is  hereby  required,  upon 
being  served  with  such  certificate,  to  issue  process  or  summons,  under 
his  hand,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  same  county,  his  undersheriff 
or  deputy,  and  to  either  of  the  constables  of  the  town  in  which  such 
supposed  witness  resides,  commanding  them  to  summon  such  person 
or  persons  to  appear  and  testify  what  they  know  relative  to  any  such 
matter,  and  before  such  court  as  is  in  said  certificate  set  forth  ;  and  —  who  is  to 
all  sheriffs,  their  undersheriffs  or  deputies,  and  all  constables  to  whom  appear"  ^'^^^ '** 
such  process  or  summons  may  be  directed,   are  hereby  required  to 
serve  the  same,  and  make  return  of  their  doings  therein  to  the  justice 
issuing  the  same  ;  and  if  any  such  witness  or  witnesses,  summoned  to  Penalties  for 
appear  and  give  evidence  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  have  tendered  to  aplear'°^*° 
him,  her  or  them,  such  reasonable  sum  or  sums  of  money  for  his,  her 
or  their  costs  and  charges,  as,  having  due  regard  to  the  distance,  the 
said  justice  shall  judge  necessary,  shall  wilfully,  and  without  reasonable 
hindrance,  neglect  to  appear  and  give  evidence,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  such  process  or  summons  served  on  them  as  aforesaid,  such  person  ». 

or  persons  so  making  default  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing two  thousand  pounds,  nor  less  than  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be 
recovered  by  presentment  or  indictment  in  the  superior  court  of  judi- 
cature, court  of  assize,  and  general  goal  delivery  ;  one  moiety  there- 
of to  the  prosecutor,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  county 
where  such  person  is  an  inhabitant,  and  may  also  be  imprisoned  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  twelve  months,  nor  less  than  six  months. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  all  persons  apprehended  for  the  crimes  aforesaid  Persons  charged 
may  have  the  same  means  to  compel  witnesses,  residing  in  this  state,  ^'mpeVwit*-™^^ 
to  appear  and  give  evidence  in  the[t/'*]  behalf,  as  is  herein  provided  to  nesses. 
compel  witnesses  to  appear  and  give  evidence  in  behalf  of  the  state. 

[Sect.  3.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  Limitation, 
six  months  from  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  October  4. 


Chapter  6. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REPEALING  TWO  ACTS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT 
MADE  THE  PRESENT  YEAR  TO  PREVENT  MONOPOLY  AND  OPPRES- 
SION. 

Whereas  the  several  acts  to  prevent   monopoly  and  oppression  Preamble, 
made  the  present  year  have  been  very  far  from  answering  the  salutary 
purposes  for  which  they  were  intended,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  aforesaid  acts;  viz.,  one  act,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  1776-77, chap.  14 
*EflFaced  in  the  cn<;rossment. 
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1776-77, chap. 46.  monopolj  and  oppression,"  and  another  act,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  ad- 
dition to,  and  for  amending  and  more  effectually  carrying  into  execu- 
tion, an  act  intitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent  monopoly  and  oppression,' 
made  in  the  present  year,"  be,  and  they  are  hereby, repealed,  and  every 
part  and  paragraph  of  each  of  the  acts  aforesaid  declared  null  and 
void.     \^Passed  October  13. 


CHAPTER     7. 

AN  ACT  FOR  DRAWING  IN  THE  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  OF  THE  SEVERAL  DE- 
NOMINATIONS,  NOT  ON  INTEREST,  WHICH  HAVE  AT  ANY  TIME  BEEN 
ISSUED  BY  THIS  GOVERNMENT  AND  ARE  STILL  OUTSTANDING,  AND 
FOR  PROHIBITING  THE  CURRENCY  OF  SAID  BILLS  AND  THE  BILLS 
OF  ANY  ONE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AFTER  A  CERTAIN  TIME. 


Preamble.  "Whereas  many  inconveuiences  have  arisen  from  the  frequent  and 

large  sums  of  money,  and  the  various  kinds,  emitted  for  carryiug  on 
the  present  war,  and  it  has  become  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  this 
state  that  the  whole  sum,  not  on  interest,  now  outstanding,  in  bills  of 
^  credit  emitted  by  this  state,  small  change  [o/J  less  than  a  dollar  only 

excepted,  should  be  called  in  and  sunk  by  exchanging  them  for  treas- 
urer's notes  for  sums  not  less  than  ten  pounds,  on  interest,  to  be  paid 
annually,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  btj  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  the  state  be  and  hereby  is 
authorised  and  [i][e]mpowered  to  receive  into  the  public  treasury  the 
whole  and  evei'y  part  and  parcel  of  the  bills  of  public  credit  emitted 
by  this  state  not  on  interest  (small  change  less  than  a  dollar  only 
excepted),  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  give  to  the  possessor  or  possessors 
his  note  or  obligation  for  any  sum  not  less  than  ten  pounds,  until[l] 
he  shall  have  exchanged  or  redeemed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds,  in  the  form  following :  — 

Form  of  re-  State    of  Massachusetts   Bay,   the    first    day   of   December,   A.D.   1777. 

ceipts.  Received  of  ,  the  sura  of  ,  lor 

the  use  and  service  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay  ;  and,  in  behalf  of  said 
state,  I  do  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the  office  of 


Treasurer  au- 
thorized to  re- 
ceive the  bills. 


treasurer,  to  repay  to  the  said 
day  of  March,  A.D.  1781,  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
interest  annually,  at  six  per  cent  per  ann[?i»j]. 
Witness  my  hand, 

A.  B.,^ 

C.  D.,  >  Committee. 

E.  F.,> 


,  or  bearer,  by  the  first 
,  with 

H.  G.,  Treasurer. 


—  and  for  the  remaining  sum  now  outstanding,  as  aforesaid,  his  note 
or  obligation  in  the  form  following  :  — 

The  first  day  of  December,  A.D.  1777. 

Received  of  ,  the  sum  of  •  ,  for 

the  use  and  service  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and,  in  behalf  of  said 

state,  T  do  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the  office  of 
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treasurer,  to  repay  to  the  said  >  ,  or  bearer,  by  the  first 

day  of  March,  A.D.  1782,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  ,  with 

interest  annually,  at  six  per  cent  per  annum. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A  B.,^ 

C.  D.,  >  Committee. 

E.  F.,  S 

—  which  forms  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  to  be  procured  by  the 
treasurer,  with  suitable  borders  round  the  same ;  and  the  words 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,"  the  word  "  Committee,"  and  the  words 
"  Witness  my  hand,"  shall.be  struck  off  from  a  copperplate,  which  the 
treasurer  is  likewise  [i][e]mpowered  and  directed  to  procure;  and 
each  blank,  before  it  is  filled  up,  shall  be  stamped  in  some  convenient 
part  of  it  with  a  stamp  to  be  procured  by  the  treasurer  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  John  Scollay,  Esqi^'^,  Mr.  Peter  Boyer,  and  Mr.  Committee  to 
Ezekiel  Price,  be  a  committee  who  shall  sign  all  the  blanks,  at  the  left  sign  the  blanks : 
hand,  as  in  the  forms  aforesaid  is  prescribed,  before  the  treasurer  fill 
them  up  ;   and  the  said  committee  and  all  persons  to  be  employed  in  —to  be  under 
printing,  engraving,  or  stamping   of   said  blank[s],  shall  be   under  °^^^' 
oath  to  the  faithful[l]  discharge  of  their  respective  trusts. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  support  the  faith  and  credit 
of  this  government,  that  there  should  be  effectual  provision  made  for 
the  payment  of  the  notes  aforesaid  ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  four  hun-  Tax  of  £4oo,ooo 
dred  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  *<»^^'^^'«d. 
personal,  within  this  state,  in  manner  following;  that  is  to  say,  two  Rules  and  pro- 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  four  hundred  thou-  portions  of  the 
sand  pounds  aforesaid,  according  to  such  rules,  and  such  proportions 
on  the  several  towns  and  other  places  within  this  state,  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly,  at  their 
session[.s']  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  to  be  paid 
into  the  public  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  ;    and  the  further  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  being  the  remaining  part  of  the 
four  hundred  thousand  pounds  a,foresaid,  according  to  such  rules  and 
in  such  proportion  on  the  several  towns  and  other  places  aforesaid,  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  at  their  ses- 
sion [s]  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,,  and  to 
be  paid  into  the  public  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  January, 
then  next  after. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  general  court  at  their  session  in  May,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  or,  at  their  session  in  May,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one.  and  some  time  before  the 
twentieth  day  of  August,  in  each  year,  shall  not  agree  and  conclude 
upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums  which  by  this  act  are  engaged  to 
be,  in  each  of  said  years,  assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and  in  such 
case  each  town  and  other  places  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax,  to 
be  levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  their 
limits,  the  same  propoi-tion  of  the  said  sums  as  the  said  towns  and 
other  places  were  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last 
preceeding. 
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Treasurer  to 
issue  his  war- 
rants for  assess 
meuts  in  case 
tiie  general 
court  sliall  not 
agree  upon  an 
act  in  May,  1780, 


Possessors  of 
the  bills,  called 
upon  to  bring 
the  same  to  the 
treasurer. 


Claim  to  cease 
upon  neglect. 


Penalty  for 
offering  the 
bills : 


— and  such  as 
may  be  counter- 
feited. 


Collectors  of 
taxes  have  liber- 
ty to  pay  into  the 
treasury,  sifter 
Dec.  Ist,  pro- 
vided. 


[Sect.  5.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  im- 
powered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  August,  in  each  of 
the  years  aforesaid,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to 
the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  within  this  state,  or  to  some 
suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  as  are  not  incor- 
porated, requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and 
personal,  within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  re- 
spective parts  and  proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and 
engaged  to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  afore- 
mentioned times  ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  persons  assessed,  shall 
observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions 
as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  preceeding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  possessor  and  possessors  of  the  bills  of  pub- 
lic credit  of  this  state,  are  hereby  called  upon  and  directed  to  bring 
the  same  to  the  treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight ;  from  whom  they  shall  be 
[i][e]ntitled  to  receive,  in  exchange  for  all  such  bills  so  delivered,  in  a 
treasurer's  note  as  aforesaid,  for  any  sum  not  less  than  ten  pounds, 
upon  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  which  interest 
shall  be  paid  annually. 

And  for  the  more  speedy  accomplishing  the  good  intentions  of  this 
act,  and  preventing  the  evils  arising  from  large  emissions  of  various 
kinds  of  bills,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  if  the  possessor  or  possessors  of  said  bills  shall 
neglect  to  offer  the  same  to  the  treasurer,  to  be  exchanged  by  the  said 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sevent3'-eight, 
all  right  or  claim  to  the  redemption  or  exchange  of  said  bills  shall 
cease  and  determine. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  within  this  state,  shall 
offer  to  pass,  after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  in  any  kind  of 
payment  whatsoever,  any  of  the  bills  of  public  credit  emitted  by  this 
or  any  of  the  United  States,  except  bills  on  interest  emitted  by  this 
state,  and  such  as  are  under  the  denomination  of  one  dollar,  every 
person  so  offering  or  passing  any  such  bill,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
each  offence,  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  prosecutor,  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  this  state ;  to  be  recov- 
ered by  bill,  plaint  or  information,  or  by  indictment  of  the  grand 
jury,  in  any  court  proper  to  hear  and  determine  the  same.  And  if 
any  person  or  persons  shall  presume  to  offer  to  the  treasurer,  to  be 
exchanged,  any  false,  forged  or  counterfeited  bill  or  bills,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  such,  every  person  so  offering  any  such  false,  forged 
or  counterfeited  bill,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties 
as  persons  are  liable  to  who  utter  any  forged  or  CQunterfeit[ed]  bill 
or  bills  of  public  credit  emitted  by  this  state. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  9.]  That  all  collectors  and  constables  shall  have  liberty, 
after  the  said  first  day  of  December,  to  piy  into  the  treasury  all  such 
bills  as  they  shall  have  received  for  taxes  before  that  time,  they 
making  oath  or  producing  a  certificate  from  some  justice  of  the  peace, 
(or  of  the  clerk  of  the  town  where  such  constable  resides,  and  no  jus- 
tice dwells,  who  is  hereby  impowered  to  administer  the  same) ,  of  their 
having  made  oath  that  the  same  was  received  for  that  purpose,  before 
the  said  first  day  of  December,  aforesaid. 


[3d  Sess.]  Province  Laws. —  1777-78.  737 

[rEVOLUTIONAUY    period  —  "  STATE."] 

Provided,  also,  — 

[Sect.   10.]     That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  Proviso  for  such 
the  possessor  or  possessors,  of  the  benefit  of  any  of  the  bills  afore-  buiras^nre'^n 
said,  who  may  be  in  the  American  army,  or  othervv[i][a?/]s[e]   neces-  ^he^American 
sarily  prevented  from  offering  the  same  :  provided,  the  possessor  or 
possessors,  in  every  such  case,  offer  the  same  to  the  treasurer  in  one 
year  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight,  and  make  oath,  before  some  justice  of  the 
peace  within  said  state,  that  he  or  they  were  so  necessarily  prevented 
from  offering  the  same,  and  produce  a  certificate  from  said  justice,  of 
his  having  taken  said  oath.     {^Passed  October  13. 


CHAPTER     8. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  JAMES  HUDSON,  AND  OTHERS  THEREIN 
NAMED,  INTO  A  SOCIETY  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MARINE  SOCIETY 
AT  NEWBURYPORT,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX,  IN  THE  STATE  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS  [BAY],  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 

Whereas  a  considerable  number  of  persons  who  are  or  have  been  Preamble, 
masters  of  ships,  or  other  vessels,  have  for  several  years  past  asso- 
ciated themselves  in  the  town  of  Newburyport ;  and  the  princip[a]l[e] 
end  of  said  society  being  to  improve  the  knowledge  of  this  coast,  by 
the  several  members,  upon  their  arrival  from  sea,  communicating  their 
observations,  inwards  and  outwards,  of  the  variation  of  the  needle, 
soundings,  courses,  distances,  and  all  other  remarkable  things  about 
it,  in  writing,  to  be  lodged  with  the  society,  for  making  the  naviga- 
tion more  safe  ;  and  also  to  relieve  one  another  and  their  families,  in 
poverty,  or  other  adverse  accidents  of  life,  which  they  are  more  par- 
ticularly liable  to  ;  and  have  for  this  end  raised  a  considerable  common 
stock ;  and  the  said  persons  associated,  as  aforesaid,  finding  them- 
selves under  difflcullies  and  discouragements  in  carrying  on  the  said 
designs  without  an  incorporation  ;  and  James  Hudson,  and  others  of 
them,  having  petitioned  the  great  and  general  court  of  this  state, 
in  their  present  session,  to  be  incorporated  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said ;  and  their  intention  appearing  laudable,  and  deserving  encourage- 
ment, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  James   Hudson,  Thomas  Jones,  Jonathan  Par-  C^ause^of inco» 
sons,  William  Fr[ei][ie]nd,  Samuel  Newhall,  Michael  Hodge,  David  P"'"'' "<">• 
Coats,  William  Stickney,  William  Noves,  Joseph  Stanwood,  Moses 
Hale,  William  P.  Johnson,  Nath[a>iie]l  Novell,*  Joseph  Noye^  Henry 
Freind,  Joseph  Newman,  Nicholas   Johnson,  Moses  Brown,  James 
Johnson,  William  Wyer,  and  William  Nichols,  the  members  of  said 
society,  be  incorporated  and   made  a  body  politic  for  the   purposes 
aforesaid,  by  the  name  of   the  Marine  Society  at  Newburyport,  in 
New  England;    and  that  they,  their  associates  and  successors,  have  Priviiogeaof 
perpetual  succession  by  said  name,  and  have  a  power  of  making  by-  pJi-atedf  '""*" 
laws,  for  the  preservation  and  advancement  of  said  body,  not  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  of  the  government,  with  penalty  —  either  of  disf ran- 
ch! [z][s]ement  from  said  society,  or  of  a  mulct  not  exceeding  twenty 

.•  Nowell. 
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shillings  —  or  without  penalties,  as  it  shall  seem  most  meet ;  and  have 
leave  likewise  to  make  and  appoint  their  common  seal ;  and  be  liable 
to  be  sued,  and  enable  to  sue,  and  make  purchases,  and  take  donations 
of  real  and  personal  estate  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  :  provided,  the 
rents  of  the  real  estate,  together  with  the  interest  of  the  personal 
estate,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds  per  annum ; 
and  to  manage  and  dispose  said  estate  as  shall  seem  fit :  and  said 
society  shall  have  a  master,  deputy-master,  treasurer  and  clerk,  and 
other  officers  they  shall  think  proper. 

And  he  it  there'fore  fartlier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesrdd, 
[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  Marine  Society  shall,  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  November  next,  assemble  to  appoint  their  first  master,  deputy- 
master,  treasurer  and  clerk,  and  other  officers  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  and  their  seal,  and  make  by-laws ;  and  said  officers  shall 
continue  until  [1]  the  last  Thursday  in  November,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight,  on  which  da}'  and  ever  after  on  the  last 
Thursday  of  November,  annually,  said  Marine  Society  shall  meet  at 
Newbury  port  aforesaid,  to  ch[u][oo]se  a  master,  deput37^-master, 
treasurer  and  clerk,  and  other  officers,  as  they  shall  think  proper ;  and 
for  the  admission  of  new  members,  which  shall  be  done  by  a  major 
vote  of  the  members  present  at  said  annual  meeting ;  and  to  make, 
alter  and  annul  their  by-laws  :  and  if,  by  reason  of  any  emergency,  the 
business  of  said  annual  meeting  cannot  be  compleated  on  said  day, 
they  may  adjourn, once, to  a  short  day,to  finish  it,  and  no  more;  and 
said  society  shall  meet  at  Newburyport,  on  the  last  Thursday  of  every 
month,  for  all  other  business.  And  whenever  any  of  the  officers  of 
said  society  shall  die,  or  be  disabled,  or  remove  out  of  the  govern- 
ment, others  shall  be  appointed  or  elected  in  their  room,  at  the  next 
monthly  meeting,  by  a  major  part  of  the  members  present.  And  all 
instruments  which  said  society  shall  lawfully  make,  shall,  when  in  the 
name  of  said  society,  and  pursuant  to  the  votes  thereof,  and  signed 
and  delivered  by  the  master,  and  seal'd  with  their  common  seal,  bind 
said  society,  and  be  valid  in  law.     [^Passed  October  13. 


CHAPTER    9. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONTINUING   AN   ACT,  INTITLED    "AN  ACT   TO   PREYENT 
THE  SELLING  OF  GOODS  AT  PUBLIC  VENDUE." 

Preamble.  Whereas  an  act  made  in  the  present  year,  intitled  "An  Act  to 

1777-78,  chap.  2.  pj.gygj-,|;  |;jjg  selling  of  goods  at  public  vendue,"  is  near  expiring,  and 

it  being  expedient  that  the  same  should  be  continued,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  said  act,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  selling  of  goods 
at  public  vendue,"  and  every  clause  thereof,  shall  be  and  hereby  is 
continued  in  full  force  until[l]  the  first  day  of  March,  which  will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight.     [Passed  October  14. 
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CHAPTER    10. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  AND  MAKING  VOID  PART  OF  TWO  CLAUSES 
IN  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR  SECURING  AND  MAKING  PRO- 
VISION FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  PRISONERS  WHO  MAY  BE  TAKEN  BY 
ANY  AMERICAN  ARMED  VESSEL  AND  BROUGHT  OR  SENT  INTO  ANY 
PORT  IN  THIS  STATE." 

Whereas,  in  and  by  one  clause  in  said  act  it  is  required  tliat  four  Preamble, 
pounds  should  be  paid  to  the  commissary  of  prisoners  taken  at  sea,  1^^6.77, chap. 35 
for  eaqh  prisoner  so  taken  by  any  private  vessel  of  war,  and  brought 
or  sent  into  this  state,  on  the  delivery  of  such  prisoner  to  the  said 
commissary  ;  and  it  appearing  necessary  that  every  discouragement 
relating  to  the  bringing  or  sending  in  such  prisoners  should  be  re- 
moved, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Oouncil  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  so  much  of  the  said  clause  in  said  act  as  relates 
to  the  paying  the  aforesaid  sum  of  four  pounds  for  each  prisoner  so 
delivered,  be  repealed,  and  it  is  hereby  repealed,  and  shall  in  future 
be  null  and  void. 

And  ivhereas,  by  one  other  clause  of  said  act,  it  is  enacted  that  the 
charges  of  sending  all  prisoners  taken  on  board  any  arm'd  vessel  in 
the  service  of  this  state,  or  of  the  United  States,  to  Boston,  or  to 
such  other  place  as  the  council  shall  direct,  and  supporting  them,  at 
twelve  shillings  a  week,  during  their  continuance  there,  be  paid  to 
said  commissary,  by  the  agents  for  such  vessels  and  crews,  or  the 
commander  thereof,  as  may  be  concerned  in  taking  such  prisoners,  re- 
spectively, or  the  master  of  any  prize-vessel  brought  into  this  state,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
m  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  2]  That  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  relates  to  the  paying 
the  aforesaid  sum  of  twelve  shillings  a  week  for  the  prisoners  so  de- 
livered, be  repealed,  and  it  is  hereby  repealed,  and  shall  in  future  be 
null  and  void.     {_Passed  October  14. 


CHAPTER     11. 

AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  SOUTH-WESTERLY  PART  OF  WASHING- 
TON, THE  NORTH-EASTERLY  PART  OF  GREAT  BARRINGTON,  OR 
IIOPLANDS,  SO  CALLED,  THE  GLASSWORKS  GRANT,  AND  PART  OF 
WILLI  AM  [S]'S  GRANT,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  INTO  A 
TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  LEE. 

Whereas  it  has  been  made  to  appear  to  this  court  that  the  incor-  p>''i""Ij1c. 
poratmg  the  south- [west] erly  part  of  Washington,  the  north-easterly 
part  of  Great  Barrington,  or  Iloplands,  so  called,   the  Glassworks 
Grant,  and  part  of  William[s]'s  Grant,  into  a  town,  will  greatly  con- 
tribute to  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  lands, — 
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Privilege  of 
other  towns. 


Manner  of  call- 
ing ihe  first 
meeting. 


Be  it  therefore  enacted  b>./  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hij  the  authoriti/  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  south-westerly  part  of  Washington,  the 
north-easterly  part  of  Great  Barrington,  or  Hoplands,  so  called,  the 
Glassworks  Grant,  and  part  of  William[s]'s  Grant, —  beginning  at  the 
south-east  corner  of  Stockbridge,  thence,  running  east,  seven  degrees 
south,  six  hundred  and  thirty-two  rods  ;  thence,  running  north,  thirty- 
seven  degrees  east,  six  hundred  and  seventeen  rods  ;  thence,  running 
east,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  four  rods,  on  Tyringham  line  ; 
thence,  running  north,  seven  degrees  east,  three  hundred  and  sevent}^- 
nine  rods  ;  thence,  running  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  five  hundred 
and  forty  rods  ;  thence,  running  south,  thirty  degrees  west,  two  hun- 
dred rods  ;  thence,  running  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  twelve  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  rods,  to  Lenox  line ;  thence,  running  south, 
seven  degrees  east,  eight  hundred  and  eight  rods  ;  thence,  running 
west,  seven  degrees  north,  six  hundred  and  eighty-six  rods,  to  Stock- 
bridge  line ;  thence,  running  south,  seven  degrees  west,  on  Stock- 
bridge  line,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  rods,  to  the  first- 
mentioned  bounds  ;  containing,  in  the  whole,  fourteen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres, —  be,  and  they  hereby  arc,  incorporated 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Lee  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  be  and 
hereby  are  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities 
which  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  within  this  state  do  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Charles  Goodrich,  Esq'^''^,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
impowered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  princi- 
pal inhabitant  within  the  said  town,  requiring  hin:^  to  warn  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  town,  having  a  freehold  therein  to  the  value  of  forty 
shillings  per  annum,  or  other  estate  of  the  value  of  fort}'  pounds,  to 
meet  at  such  time  and  place  in  the  said  town  as  shall  be  therein  di- 
rected, to  choose  all  such  officers  as  are  required  by  law  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  the  said  town  ;  and  the  officers  that  may  be  chosen  in 
consequence  thereof,  shall  have,  hold  and  exercise  the  power[s]  to 
their  respective  offices  belonging,  until[l]  the  time  that  shall  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  said  town's  annual  meeting  in  March  next. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  lands  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  held  and  enjoined  to  pay  a  proportionable  part  of  the  state 
and  county  taxes  of  each  of  the  towns  to  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  annexed,  belonged,  or  by  which  they  have  been  taxed,  till  fur- 
ther order  of  this  court.     \_Passed  October  21-. 


CHAPTER    12. 


Preamble. 


Treasurer  to 
borrow  money. 


AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  FIFTY  THOU- 
SAND POUNDS. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  support  the  public  credit  of 
this  state,  that  the  treasurer  thereof  should  be  impowered  to  borrow  a 
sum  of  money  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  pounds,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  im- 
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powered  and  directed  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  tliis  state,  of  such 
persons  as  shall  be  willing  to  lend  the  same,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
thousand  pounds,  in  Continental  bills  of  credit ;  for  which  sum  the 
said  treasurer  is  hereby  impowered  to  give  his  receipts  or  obligations 
in  form  following  ;  viz'^'^.,  — 

State  of  INIassachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  177  .  Form  of  receipt 

Received  of  ,  the  sum  of  ,  for  the  use  and  ser-  ^"^  '*  ^°  8'^®" 

vice  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and,  in  behalf  of  said  state,  I  do  hei'eby 
promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the  office  of  treasurer,  to  repay 
to  the  said  ,  or  bearer,  by  the  first  day  of  March,  A.D.  1782,  the 

aforesaid  sum  of  .  with  interest  annually,  at  six  per  cent  per  annum. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A.B.,^ 

CD.,  >  Committee. 

E.F.,S 

—  which  forms  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  to  be  procured  by  the 
treasurer,  with  suitable  borders  round  the  [the]  same ;  and  the  words 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,"  [and]  the  word  '•  Committee  "  and  the 
words  "Witness  my  hand,"  shall  be  struck  off  from  a  copperplate, 
which  the  treasurer  is  likewise  directed  to  procure  ;  and  each  blank  shall 
be  stamped  in  some  convenient  part  of  it  with  a  stamp  to  be  procured 
by  the  treasurer  for  that  purpose. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2.]     That  John  Scollav,  Esq"^""^.,  Mr.  Peter  Boyer  and  Mr.  Committpeto 
Ezekiel  Price,  be  a  committee  to^sign  the  blanks,  at  the  left  hand,  as  «§>' th^  blanks. 
in  the  form  aforesaid  is  prescribed,  before  the  treasurer  fills  them  up. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  anthoriti/  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  per- 
sonal, within  this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  propor- 
tions on  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state,  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly,  at  their 
session  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  to  be 
paid  into  the  public  treasury  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  January 
then  next  after. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  general  court  or  assembly,  at  their  session  Tax  to  be  levied. 
in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  some  time 
before  the  twentieth  day  of  August  in  that  year,  shall  not  agree  and 
conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sum  which  by  this  act  is  en- 
gaged to  be,  in  that  year,  assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and  in  such 
case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax,  to  be 
levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal, within  their 
limits,  the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other 
place  was  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  pre- 
ceeding. 

[Sect.  5.]     And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  impow-  Treasurer  to 
ered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  August  in  the  same  year,  r^'X  fo^rlT/e'B^ 
to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  as-  menta. 
sessors  of  each  town  within  this  state,  or  to  some  suitable  person  or 
persons  in  such  place  or  places  as  are  not  incorporated,  requiring 
him  or  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal, 
within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  respective  parts 
and  proportions  of  the  sum  before  directed  and   [i][<?]ngaged  to  be 
assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  tlie  aforementioned  time  ; 
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and  the  assessors  shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all 
such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last 
pre[e]ce[e]ding  tax  act. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Appropriation         [Sect.  6.]     That  the  said  sura  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  each 
borrowed?''^      P^ii't  thereof,  wheu  so  borrowed,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  all  such  warrants  as  shall  be  drawn  on  said  treasurer,  according  to 
law,for  defr[a][e]ying  the  charges  of  this  government,  agreeable  to 
the  acts  and  grants  of  the  general  assembly.     [^Passed  October  22.* 


CHAPTER   13. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  THREE  HUN- 
DRED AND  FIVE  THOUSAND  SIX  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-TWO  POUNDS 
FOURTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  THREEPENCE,  UPON  THE  SEVERAL 
TOWNS  AND  OTHER  PLACES  IN  THIS  STATE  HEREINAFTER  NAMED, 
FOR  DEFRAYING  THE  PUBLIC  CHARGE;  AND  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING 
A  TAX  OF  [OF]  EIGHT  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY- 
THREE  POUNDS  SEVEN  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE,  PAID  THE  REP- 
RESENTATIVES FOR  THEIR  TRAVEL  AND  ATTEND  [E]  [.'1]NCE  IN  THE 
GENERAL  COURT  IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED 
AND  SEVENTY-SIX. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  aforesaid  sums  of  three  hundred 
fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-six  pounds  one  shilling 
and  ninepence,  shou[/]'d  be  raised  and  paid  into  the  public  treasury 
of  this  state  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  defray  such  public  charges  as 
have  arisen,  or  may  arise,  for  the  support  of  government ;  therefore, 
for  the  ordering,  directing  and  effectually  drawing  into  the  treasury 
the  said  sum  of  three  hundred  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and 
forty-six  pounds  one  shilling  and  ninepence,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  Hou^e  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  and  other  place  within  this  state  be 
assess[e]'d  and  pay,  as  such  town  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-six 
pounds  one  shilling  and  ninepence,  the  following  sum  set  against 
them,  respectively  ;  that  is  to  say,  — 

*  Signed  October  25,  according  to  the  record. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  his  warrant, 
directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place, 
within  this  state,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess 
the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner  follow- 
ing ;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  male  polls  aljove  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  within  their  respective  towns  or  other  places  next  adjoining  to 
them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  mcluding  negroes  and 
molattoes  (and  such  of  them  as  are  under  the  government  of  a  master 
or  mistress,  to  be  taxed  to  the  said  master  or  mistress,  respectively, 
in  the  same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are  taxed),  at  twenty 
shillings ;  and  to  assess  the  remainder  of  the  sum  set  to  each  town 
(after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  sums  assessed  to  the  polls  as 
aforesaid)  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  or  place  as  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  proportion  of  the  just  value  of  the  whole  real  estate 
by  each  inhabitant[s]  of  such  town  or  place,  respectively,  possessed  in 
his  own  right,  or  in  the  right  of  others,  lying  within  said  town  or 
place,  improved  or  not  improved  ;  and  on  the  non-resident  possessors 
of  real  estate,  laying  within  said  town  or  place,  in  their  own  right,  or 
in  \the']  right  of  others,  improved  or  not  irapvoved  :  saving  all  agree- 
ments between  landlords  and  ten[e][a]nts,  and  where  no  agreement 
is,  the  landlord  to  reimburse  one-half  of  the  tax  ;  and  also  on  the  in- 
habitants of  such  town  or  place,  according  to  the  proportion  of  the 
amount  and  just  value  of  their  whole  personal  estate,  including  moue}'' 
at  interest  more  than  they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due  to  them,  not  on 
interest,  more  than  they  are  indebted,  monies  of  all  kinds  in  hand,  and 
also  the  amount  of  the  just  value  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize, 
stock  in  trade,  vessels  of  all  sorts,  with  their  stores,  appurtenances 
and  appendages,  plate,  horses,  oxen,  and  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages, 
sheep,  swine,  grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kinds  of  produce  of  the  land, 
and  of  all  other  property  whatsoever  (excepting  household  furniture, 
wearing  apparel,  farming  utensils  and  the  tools  of  mechanicks),more 
than  what  they  are  indebted  on  the  first  day  of  November  next,  ac- 
cording to  the  price  of  such  real  and  personal  estate,  on  the  said  first 
day  of  November ;  and  on  the  amount  of  their  income  from  any  pro- 
fession, faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  employment ;  and  also  on  the 
amount  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  and  on 
shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  community :  likewise  requiring  the  assessors  to 
make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessments,  setting  fo[u]rth,  in  distinct  col- 
umns, against  each  person's  name,  how  ranch. he  or  she  is  assessed  at 
for  polls,  and  how  much  for  real  estate,  and  how  much  for  personal 
estate  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  as  guardian,  or  for  any  estate  in  his  or 
her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed  ;  and  the  list  or 
lists  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to 
commit  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  any 
such  town  or  place,  and  to  return  a  certificate  of  the  name  or  names 
of  such  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  with  the  sum 
total  td  each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself,  some  time  before  the 
first  day  of  December  next. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  receipt  of  such 
certificate,  is  hereby  irapowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his  war- 
rants to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  such 
town  or  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to  collect  the  whole 
of  each  respective  sums  assessed  ou  each  particular  person,  and  to 
Day  in  their  collections,  and  to  issue  their  accounts  of  the  whole,  at  or 
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before  the  first  day  of  January  next:  provided,  tha,t  the  owners  of 
unimproved  land  shall  pay  the  tax  that  may  be  assessed  thereon, 
tho[wgf/i]  the  same  may  not  be  in  their  immediate  possession,  any 
agreement  between  landlord  and  ten[e][a]nt,  previous  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  this  act  made,  notwithstanding. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  following  persons ;  viz"^'^.,  the  president,  fel- 
lows, professors,  tutors,  librarian  and  students  of  Harvard  Colle[d]ge, 
who  have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  settled  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  gramm[a][e]r-school  masters,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for 
their  polls  or  their  estates,  unless  their  real  estate  be  not  under  their 
actual  management  and  improvement,  or  not  in  the  parishes  where 
they  are  settled ;  and  also  all  persons  who  have  the  management  and 
improvement  of  the  estate  belonging  to  Harvard  Colle[d]ge,  are  not  to 
be  assessed  for  the  same ;  and  other  persons,  if  such  th<;re  be,  who, 
through  age,  infirmity  or  extre[e]me  poverty,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
assessors,  are  not  able  to  pay  towards  the  public  charges,  they  may 
exempt  their  polls  or  estates,  or  abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as 
they  on  their  oath  shall  think  just  and  equitable. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  justices  in  their  sessions,  in  their  respective 
counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  or  assessment,  are  here- 
Iry  ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the  several  towns 
and  other  places  in  such  county,  in  proportion  to  this  tax ;  and  the 
assessors  in  each  town  in  this  state,  are  also  directed,  in  making 
a  town  or  county  tax  or  assessment,  to  govern  themselves  by  the 
same  rule.  And  where  no  person  appears,  to  discharge  the  taxes 
on  non-resident  proprietors'  unimproved  land,  to  the  collector,  he 
shall  publish,  in  all  the  Boston  newspapers,  three  weeks  succes- 
sively, the  names  of  all  such  proprietors,  where  they  are  known,. with 
the  sum  of  the  taxes  assessed  on  their  lands,  respectively,  and  where 
they  are  not  known,  the  sum  of  the  taxes  on  the  several  rights 
or  divisions,  and  post  the  same  in  the  town  where  the  said  land 
lays,  for  the  term  of  one  month  ;  and  if  no  person  shall  appear  there- 
upon to  discharge  said  taxes,  in  such  case  the  constable  or  collector 
shall  proceed  to  sell  so  much  only  of  said  unimproved  land  as  will  be 
sufficient  to  discharge  said  taxes  and  intervening  charges  ;  and,  having 
given  notice  of  the  intended  sale  thereof,  and  the  time  and  place 
wiiere  it  will  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein,  al)ove,  directed, 
for  giving  notice  to  the  proprietors  of  their  taxes,  shall  sell  the  same, 
at  public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder  :  saving  to  the  original  proprietor 
the  right  of  redemption  of  any  lands  so  sold,  at  any  time  within  three 
years  from  the  time  of  sale  ;  and  the  same  shall  be  reconveyod  to  him 
or  them  on  paying,  within  three  years,  the  sum  such  land[sj  [were] 
sold  for,  and  twelve  per  cent  interest  on  said  sum. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  the  army, 
shall  be  consider [e]'d  as  resident  in  the  several  towns  and  otlier  places 
to  which  they  belonged  at  the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army,  their 
absence  notwithstanding ;  and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and 
other  places  in  this  state,  shall  consider  such  officers  and  soldiers  as 
resident  in  such  town  or  place,  and  tax  them  accordingly  :  provided, 
that  such  as  are  engaged  in  the  Continental  Array  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  or  during  the  war,  be  and  hereby  are  exempted  from  their 
poll  tax. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place,  respec- 
tively, in  convenient  time  before  the  making  the  assessment,  shall  give 
seasonable  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  a  town  meeting,  or  by  posting 
up  notifications  in  some  public  place  or  places  in  such  town  or  other 
place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  some  other  way,  to  give  and  bring  in 
to  the  assessors  true  and  perfect  lists  of  their  polls,  and  of  all  the  real 
and  personal  estate  they  are  possessed  of  on  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber next, —  viz.,  houses,  lands,  and  all  real  estate,  whether  improv[e]'d 
or  not  improv[e]'d,  and  the  just  value  of  the  same, —  to  the  assessors 
of  the  town  or  place  where  such  houses,  lauds  and  other  real  estate 
lay ;  distinguishing  those  in  the  management  and  possession  of  some 
other  persons,  as  also  the  amount  of  all  tlieir  personal  estate,  includ- 
ing money  [on]  [oi]  interest  more  than  they  pay  interest  for,  delfts 
due,  not  on  interest,  more  than  they  are  indebted  for,  and  of  monies 
of  all  kinds  in  hand ;  and  also  the  amount  of  the  just  value  of  all 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  plate,  horses,  oxen, 
cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all 
kinds  of  produce  of  the  land,  and  of  all  other  property  whatso- 
ever (excepting  hous[e]hold  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farming 
ut[i][e]n[t][s]i[a]ls,  and  the  tools  of  mechanicks),  more  than  they 
are  indebted  on  the  said  first  day  of  November,  according  to  the  cur- 
rent price  of  such  real  and  personal  estate  on  the  said  first  day  of 
November;  and  of  the  amount  of  their  income  from  any  profession, 
faculty,  handicraft,  ti-ade  or  employment ;  and  also  of  the  amount  of 
all  incomes  and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  and  on  shore,  and  by 
means  of  advantages  arising  from  the  war  and  the  necessities  of  the 
community  ;  which  they  are  to  render  to  the  assessors,  on  oath,  if 
required.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  upon  such  notice 
given,  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in  to  the  assessors  the  list  of  their  polls 
and  rateable  estate,  according  to  the  description  thereof  before  given, 
which  they  were  possess[e]'d  of  on  the  said  first  day  of  November,  or 
shall  bring  in  a  false  list  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof  before  the 
said  assessors,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  assessors,  and  they  are 
hereby  directed,  to  assess  such  person  or  persons,  according  to  the  best 
judgment  and  estimation  they  can  form  of  the  real  and  personal  estate 
of  the  said  person,  according  to  the  d[i][e]scription  before  given. 
And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estates  as 
aforesaid  to  the  assessors,  he  or  they  so  neglecting  shall  not  be  ad- 
mitted to  make  application  to  the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any 
abatement  of  the  assessment  laid  on  him  or  them. 

[Sect.  8.]  And  if  the  person  be  not  convicted  of  any  fals[e]hood 
in  the  list,  by  him  presented,  of  the  polls,  real  and  personal  estate, 
such  list  shall  be  a  rule  for  such  person's  proportions  to  the  tax  which 
the  assessors  may  not  exceed. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  9.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  constru[c][e]'d  to 
extend  so  as  to  require  any  assessors  to  assess  any  person,  for  any 
estate  real  or  personal,  in  his  possession,  that  is  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  them.     [Passed  October  24. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  THE  Twenty-sixth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1777. 


CHAPTEE     14. 

AN   ACT   FOR  PROLONGING  THE  TIME  FOR  CALLING  IN  THE  BILLS  OF 
CREDIT  OF  THIS  STATE,  NOT  ON  INTEREST. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  court  that  the  time  limitted  by  a  late  act  Preamble. 
for  calling  in  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  state,  and  issuing  treasury  notes  ^^^^'''^>  '^^^v- ' 
therefor,  is  not  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  time  for  calling  in  said  bills,  and  exchanging  them  foi 
treasurer's  notes,  be  prolonged  to  the  first  day  of  April  next,  and 
that  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  exchange  said  bills 
accordingly,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  [Passed  De- 
cember 13. 


CHAPTEK    15. 

AN  ACT  TO  SET  OFF  SAMUEL  TAYLOR  OF  DUNSTABLE,  WITH  HIS 
ESTATE,  FROM  THE  FIRST  PARISH  IN  DUNSTABLE,  TO  THE  SECOND 
PARISH  IN  SAID   TOWN. 

"Whereas  it  appears  to  this  court  that  Samuel  Taylor  of  Dunstable,  Preamble, 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  labours  under  many  difficulties  and  incon- 
venienc[ijes  by  being  held  to  pay  taxes  and  do  duty  in  the  first  parish 
in  said  town,  which  will  be  remedied  by  annexing  him  and  his  estate 
to  the  second  parish  in  said  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
hi  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  said  Samuel  Taylor,  with  the  estate  now  in  his  possession,  be  Person,  with  hit 
and  hereby  is  set[tj   off  from  the  first  parish  in  the  town  of  Dun-  ^^^"'^' *«*  o**"' 
stable,  to  the  second  parish  in  said  t©wn  ;  and  that  he  in  future  be 
held  to  pay  taxes  and  do  duty  in  the  said  second  parish  of  said  Dun- 
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stable,  and  be  intitled  to  receive  priv[e][i]l[id]  [e]ges  therein  as  one  of 
the  said  second  parish  :  provided,  always,  that  the  said  Samuel  and  his 
estate  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  for  all  such  rates  and  taxes  that  are 
or  may  be  assess [e]'d  thereon  by  the  assessors  of  the  said  first  parish, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Jau[Ha/]y,  1778,  in  the  same  way  and 
manner  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made.     \^Passed  December  15. 


CHAPTER    16. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  TOWNS  TO  RAISE  SUCH  SUMS  OF  MONEY  AS  THEY 
INCLINE  TO  DO,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  LESS[JE;]NING  THEIR  PROPOR- 
TION OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Preamble.  Whereas  divcrs  towus  within  this  state  have,  by  their  petitions  to 

1777  78)  chap. V.'  the  general  court,  set  forth  their  reluctance  to  have  the  bills  of  credit 
of  this  state  called  in  by  loan,  and  manifested  their  desire  to  have  the 
same  sunk  by  a  tax  ;  and  this  court  being  apprehensive  that  a  tax  so 
large  as  to  supply  the  treasury,  and  at  the  same  time  to  sink  the  bills 
of  credit  issued  by  this  state,  might  exceed  the  abilities  of  many  towns 
to  pay,  and  also  desirous  that  those  towns  who  are  of  sufficient  ability, 
and  willing,  to  do  the  same,  might  be  impowered  to  raise  taxes  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in   Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
ered  to  raise  ^        That  the  majority  of  voters  present  at  any  town  meeting  legalb 
money.  wamcd  for  that  purpose,  may  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  vote  aa 

sum  of  money  they  may  think  proper,  to  be  raised  on  the  polls  and 
estates  within  such  towns  ;  and  the  assessors  of  such  town  are  here- 
by impowered  to  assess  the  same,  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  such 
To  the  constable  towu,  in  the  Same  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  last  tax  act,  and  to 
w^ithin'^Bucir       conimit  the  same,  together  with  their  warrant  for  collecting  thereof, 
towns  who  are    ^^^^Q  ^\^q  constablefsl  or  collectors  within  such  towns,  who  are  hereby 

empowered  to  .  ^       ^   ^  '-    -^  ,  .'  -^ 

collect.  authoriLzjLsJed  and  directed  to  collect  the  tax  m  the  same  manner  as 

To  be  paid  in  other  town  taxes  ;  which  said  taxes  may  be  paid  in  Continental  bills,  or 
or  biiis^f  credit'  ^^^^^  o^  Credit  issucd  by  this  state  ;  which  sums,  when  raised,  the  said 
emitted  by  this    towns  are  hereby  impowered  to  put  into  the  public  treasury  of  this 

eta.tL'  etc    to  be  */  i  i  i  */ 

put  into  ti'ie  statc  ;  and  the  treasurer  thereof  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  the  same, 
treasury,  ^^^^  |-q  g/jyg  jjjj,  y^Q^Q  thercfor,  ou  interest,  in  behalf  of  this  state,  pay- 

able at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  notes  which  are 
ordered  to  be  issued  for  loaning  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  state  ;  which 
said  notes,  and  interest  due  thereon,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be 
received  by  the  treasurer  of  this  state  for  any  tax  or  demand  he  may 
have  against  said  town,  after  the  said  notes  shall  become  due  and 
—on  or  before  payable,  SO  far  as  the  samc  shall  go:  j)rovided,  nevertheless,  that  all 
April  next."  biUs  of  Credit  that  may  be  received  by  virtue  of  any  tax  made  agree- 
able to  the  foregoing  act,  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  this  state 
oh  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next.     [^Passed  December  15. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  the  Seventh  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1778. 


CHAPTER     17. 

AN  ACT  FOE  THE  REPEALING  ONE  PART  OF  A  LAW  OF  THIS  STATE, 
MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SIX,  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR  THE 
REPEALING  ONE  LAW  OF  THIS  COLONY,  MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE 
FOURTH  YEAR  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  WILLIAM  AND  MARY,  KING  AND 
QUEEN,  INTITLED  AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  THE  FEES  AND  ALLOW- 
ANCES OF  THE  SEVERAL  OFFICERS  AND  PERSONS,  WITHIN  THIS 
COLONY,  HEREINAFTER  MENTIONED."* 

Whereas  the  fees  and  allowances  stated  in  said  act  made  and  passed  Preamble, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  i'^^^'^- <=hap- 23 
are,  in  many  instances,  inadequate  to  the  services  whereto  they  are 
annexed,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  all  and  every  part  of  said  act  which  relates  to  the  Fees  estabiish- 
establishment  of  fees  and  allowances  to  the  several  officers  and  per-  '^^'' 
sons  within  this  state,  be  and  hereby  is  repealed,  and  be  hereafter 
held  and  taken  to  be  null  and  void,  and  of  no  effect  whatsoever ; 
and  that  the  fees  and  allowances  to  the  several  officers  and  persons 
within  this  state,  for  the  services  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  as 
follows :  — 

FEES    TO    JUSTICES    OF    THE    PEAGE,    AND     FOR     SERVIGES    IN   MATTERS 
COGNIZABLE  BY  TBEM  SINGLY. 

or  every  writ  of  attachment,  or  original  summons,  in  the  form  that  —justices  of  the 
is  or  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  law  of  thi[.s  state-\'],tvio  shillings  p®"*'®' 
and  sixpence, 
or  the  summons,  upon  a  capias  or  attachment,  one  shilling. 
Subpena  for  one  or  more  witnesses  in  civil  causes,  one  shilling. 
Entering  an  action  or  complaint  in  civil  causes,  two  shillings. 

*  This  is  i>ot  a  correct  quotation  of  the  titles  of  the  acts  referred  to.  — See  1692-93, 
chap.  37  and  1775-76,  chap.  23. 
t  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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For  trial  of  an  issue,  three  shillings. 

"Writ  of  execution,  three  shillings. 

Filing  papers,  each,  one  penny  halfpenny. 

Taxing  a  bill  of  cost,  sixpence. 

Entering  judgment  in  civil  or  criminal  causes,  one  shilling. 

Copy  of  every  evidence,  original  papers,  or  records,  at  the  rate  of 

one  shilling[.s]  per  page,   accounting  twenty-eight  lines  to  a 

page,  and  eight  words  in  a  line. 
A  recognizance,  or  bond  of  appeal,  including  principal  and  sureties, 

one  shilling  and  sixpence. 
Taking  affidavits  out  of  his  own  court  in  order  for  the  trial  of  any 

cause,  one  shilling  ;  and,  for  his  travel,  three  shillings,  for  every 

ten  miles  out,  and  the  same  for  returning,  and  in  proportion 

for  a  greater  or  less  distance  :  his  travel  to  be  certified  on  the 

aff[a][?:]davit[s]. 
For  taking  aff  [a]  [^] davits  in  perpetuam :  to  each  justice,  one  shilling  ; 

and  for  travel,  the  same  as  in  the  last  preceeding  article. 
For  every  oath   administred  to  one  or  more  witnesses,  at  the  same 

time,  before  referees  or  arbitrators,  one  shilling. 
For  travel,  the  same  as  on  taking  affidavits. 
For  swearing  persons  appointed  to  appraise  estates,  or  to  appraise  or 

divide  real  estates,  together  with  the  certificate,  one   shilling 

and  sixpence. 
Taking  an  acknowledg[e]ment  of  a  deed  with  one  or  more  seals,  and 

a  certificate  thereof,  provided  it  be  at  one  and  the  same  time, 

one  shilling. 
For  a  warrant  in  criminal  cases,  three  shillings. 
For  the  entry  of  a  complaint,  trial  of  a  cause,  making  up  judgment 

and  filing  papers,  in  criminal  causes,  the  same  as  above  specified 

in  civil  causes  for  the  like  service. 
For  granting  a  warrant,  swearing  appraisers  relating  to  strays,  ant' 

entering  tlie  same,  two  shillings. 
For  administ[e]ring  an  oath  in  all  other  cases  where  a  justice  is  by 

law  thereto  impowered,   and  for  the  certificates  thereof,  one 

shilling. 
For  a  citation  of  the  adverse  party  to  appear  at  the  caption  of  an  aflQ- 

davit,  eightpence. 
To  a  witness, for  his  travel  out  and  home,  at  the  rate  of  three  shillings 

for  every  ten  miles. 
For  attendance,  one  day,  twc  shillings  and  sixpence. 

FEES   OF  THE  JUSTICES   OF  THE  INFER  TOR   COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 

—of  the  Inferior  'Po  be  paid,  at  the  entry  of  each  action,  for  all  their  services  touching 
'  the  same,  exclusive  of  the  attendance  on  the  trial  of  the  issue, 

four  shillings. 
To  be  paid  them,  on  each  action,  for  their  attendance  on  the  trial  of  the 

issue  in  law  or  fact,  over  and  above  the  sum  paid  at  the  entry, 

twelve  shillings. 
For  a  recognizance  on  appeals,  including  principals  and  sureties,  one 

shilling. 
For  taking  a  proof  of  a  deed,  in  court,  one  shilling. 
For  awarding  a  writ  of  protection,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 
For  a  petition  for  the  sale  of  real  estates,  and  the  order  thereon,  five 

shlllinsrs. 
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FEES  IN  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL   SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE. 

To  each  justice,  for  every  day's  attendance  in  court,  six  shillings  per  jJ^g^J^nB-^^"**^*' 
day,  and  for  his  travel  out,  eightpence  per  mile,  to  be  paid  out  ' 

of  the  county  treasury  ;  and  any  clerk  of  the  court  of  sessions 
who  may  be  a  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  not  be  allowed  for  any 
attendance  as  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

For  granting  licence  to  retailers  and  in [/i] holders,  exclusive  of  the  fee 
to  the  clerk  for  the  recognizance,  six  shillings  and  fourpence, 
to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  county  in  which  the 
licen[c][s]ed  person  dwells. 

CLEKK-OF- THE-INFERIOli- CO URTS  FEES. 

For  the  entry  of  every  action,  one  shilling  and  fourpence.  — cierkofthd^ 

Writ  of  capias^  or  attachment,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  one  '"'"■'*""*'*'"''» 

shilling. 
Summons  upon  a  capias.,  eightpence. 

Original  summons,  in  form  prescribed  by  law,  one  shilling. 
Every  appearance,  fourpence. 
Keceiving  and  recording  a  verdict,  one  shilling. 
Recording  a  judgment,  one  shilling  and  fourpence 
Copies  of  records,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per  page,  twenty-eight 

lines  to  a  page,  and  eight  words  to  a  line. 
Every  action  withdrawn,  [or][o?t]  nonsuit,  eightpence. 
Every  execution,  three  shillings. 

Enti'y  of  a  confession  of  judgment,  or  of  a  default,  eightpence. 
For    acknowledg[e]ment  of    satisfaction  of    judgment,    on   record, 

eightpence. 
Entry  of  the  continuance  of  each  action,  eightpence. 
Each  recognizance,  including  principal  and  sureties,  one  shilling. 
Examining  each  bill  of  cost,  sixpence. 
Each  venire,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury  by  order  of  the 

court,  one  shilling. 
Writ  of  habere  facias.,  &c.,  four  shillings. 
Filing  each  paper,  one  penny  halfpenny. 
Writ  of  protection,  one  shilling. 
On  the  entry  of  a  petition  for  the  sale  of  real  estates,  and  for  the 

order  thereon,  two  shillings  and  sixpence.  • 

CLERK-OF-THE-SES SIGNS'  FEES. 

For  entering  a  complaint,  indictment  or  presentment,  one  shilling  and  —clerk  of  the 
fourpence.  ' 

Entering  the  discharge  of  a  recognizance,  eightpence. 

Each  warrant  for  criminals,  whether  the  same  be  against  one  or  more 
persons,  two  shillings  and  sixpence. 

Each  subp[o]ena  for  witness,  whether  to  one  or  more  persons  named 
therein,  eightpence. 

Evei-y  recognizance,  including  principal  and  sureties,  one  shilling. 

Receiving  and  recording  verdict,  one  shilling. 

Entering  judgment,  on  record,  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 

Entering  satisfaction  of  judgment,  on  record,  threepence. 

Warrant  for  count}'  tax,  two  shillings. 

Minuting  the  receipts  of  each  petition,  and  the  order  thereon,  one 
shilling. 

Recording  the  order,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per  page,  of  twenty- 
eight  lines,  and  eight  words  to  a  line. 
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For  examining  and  casting  the  grand  jur[y']pe]s  accounts  for  the 
year,  and  the  order  thereon  to  the  county  treasurer,  which  the 
court  are  impowered  to  give,  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 

Examining  all  other  accounts,  sixpence  each. 

Copies  of  all  records, or  original  papers,  one  shilling  per  page,  of  the 
quantit}^  above  specified. 

Filing  papers,  one  penny  halfpenny  each. 

Transmitting  to  the  selectmen  of  each  town  in  the  county,  a  certificate 
of  the  names  of  the  persons  licen[c][s]ed  for  the  last  year, 
one  shilling  for  each  certificate,  be  the  names  more  or  less,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

SHERIFF'S  OR   CONSTABLE'S  FEES. 

Bheriff B  fees.  For  the  scrvice  of  an  original  summons,  or  scire  facias,  either  by 
reading  or  by  copy,  and  for  the  service  of  a  capias,  or  attach- 
ment, on  one  defendant  only,  one  shilling  and  fourpence :  if 
on  more  than  one  defendant,  then  one  shilling  and  fourpence 
for  the  service  on  each. 

For  a  bail  bond,  including  principal  and  sureties,  to  be  paid  by  the 
person  or  persons  admitted  to  bail,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 

For  serving  a  writ  of  hahpre  facias,  &c.,  exclusive  of  poundage  on 
the  costs,  six  shillings ;  if  of  more  than  one  piece  of  land, 
four  shillings  and  sixpence  each  :  and  the  same  poundage  on 
the  costs  as  is  hereafter  allowed  on  executions  on  personal 
actions. 

For  serving  a  warrant,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 

For  the  sheriff's  aid  or  assistance,  on  writs  or  warrants  in  civil  or 
criminal  causes,  four  shillings  for  a  day,  and  in  proportion 
for  a  longer  or  shorter  time. 

For  summoning  witnesses  in  civil  and  criminal  causes,  eightpence  for 
each  witness  ;    and  for  travel  as  on  writs  in  civil  causes. 

For  levying  monies,  upon  writs  of  execution  or  warrants  of  distress, 
for  the  first  twenty  pounds  or  under,  uinepence  per  pound ; 
above  that,  not  exceeding  forty  pounds,  fourpence  per  pound  ; 
above  that,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  twopence  ;  all 
above  one  hundred  pounds,  one  penny. 
*  For  travel,  for  the  service  of  an  original  writ,  a  warrant,  and  execu- 
tion, threepence  per  mile  ;  the  travel  to  be  computed  from  the 
dwelling-house  of  the  person  who  shall  do  the  service,  to  the 
place  where  the  writ  or  warrant  shall  be  served,  and  from 
thence  to  the  court  where  the  Avrit  is  -made  returnable  ;  and  for 
the  service  of  the  execution  on  a  judgment,on  personal  actions, 
one  shilling  and  sixpence :  and  that  the  number  of  iiiiles' 
travel,  and  the  fees  therefor,  and  for  the  service,  be  endors'd 
by  the  sheriff  or  his  deputy,  on  each  mean  process  or  execu- 
tion, otherwise  they  shall  not  be  allowed. 

For  serving  an  execution  upon  a  judgment  for  partition  of  real  estate, 
five  shillings  per  day  ;  and  travel,  threepence  per  mite,  out  and 
to  return  the  writ :  and  to  each  juror,  three  shillings  and  six- 
pence per  day  ;  and  for  his  travel,  threepence  per  mile,  out  and 
home. 

For  the  sheriff's  attendance  at  the  superior  court,  at  the  court  of  [tJie-] 
general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury, 
five  shillings   per  day  :   providud,   always,  that  when  the   court 
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of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  inferior  court  are  sitting 
at  the  same  time  and  place,  he  shall  be  allowed  but  five  shil- 
lings per  day  in  the  whole. 
For  dispersing  venires  from  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  state 
treasurer's  warrants,  and  government  proclamations,  four- 
pence  each. 
For  making  out  every  precept  for  the  choice  of  representatives,  send- 
ing the  same  to  the  several  towns^  and  returning  it  to  the  secre- 
tary's office,  eightpence ;  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treas- 
uries, respectively. 
For  the  encouragement  to  the  sheriff  to  take  and  use  all  possible  care 
and  dil[ljigence  for  the  safe-keeping  the  prisoners  that  shall 
be  committed  to  his  custody,  he  shall  have  such  salary  allowed 
him  for  the  same,  as  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace,  within  the  same  county  shall  think  fit  to 
order ;  not  exceeding  fifteen  pounds  per  annum  for  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  and  not  exceeding  seven  pounds  ten  shillings  per 
annum,  apiece,  for  the  counties  of  Essex  and  Middlesex,  and 
not  exceeding  four  pounds  ten  shillings  per  annum,  apiece,  in 
each  of  the  other  counties,  within  the  state  :  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  such  county. 
To  the  officer  attending  the  grand  jury,  to  be   paid  by  the  county, 

three  shillings  and  sixpence  per  day. 
To  the  officer   keeping  the  jury  of  trials,  one  shilling  and  sixpence  for 

each  cause. 
For  appraising   real  estates  for  satisfaction  of  executions,  four  shil- 
lings per  day  to  each  appraiser,  and  in  proportion  thereto  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  time. 
And  be  it  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  justices  of  the  courts  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  in  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Middlesex  and  Essex,  shall  have 
full  power  to  appoint  two  constables,  and  the  justices  of  each  of  the 
other  counties  in  the  state,  one  constable,  to  attend  their  courts,  re- 
spectively ;  who  shall  be  allowed  three  shillings  per  day,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  county  treasury. 

CORONER'S  FEES. 

For  serving  original  and  judicial  writs,  the  same  fees  as  before  pro-  Corons.v 
vided  for  the  sheriff,  and  threepence  per  mile  for  triavel ;  and   °°' 
for  a  bail  bond,  one  shilling. 

For  keeping  the  petit  jury,  on  the  trial  of  each  cause,  one  shilling  and 
sixpence,  where  the  sheriff  is  concerned. 

For  his  time  and  expences  in  and  about  the  taking  inquisitions,  at  the 
rate  of  six  shillings  per  day,  and  for  his  travel,  out  and  to  re- 
turn the  inquisition,  threepence  per  mile. 

To  each  juror,  at  the  rate  of  four  shil[/i/(]gs  per  day,  for  time  and 
expence,  and  for  travel,  out  and  home,  twopence  per  mile. 

To  the  constable,  for  his  expence,  summoning  the  jury,and  attendance, 
four  shillings  per  day;  and  all  charges  of  the  inquisition[s] 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury,  except  upon  such  as 
are  cast  away  at  sea,  and  in  such  case,  the  expence  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  state  treasury  :  such  account  of  expence  being 
first  examined  and  allowed  by  the  court  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  in  which  inquisition  shall  be  taken. 


fees. 
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GliYER'S  FEES. 

Crier's  fees.        On  default  Or  nousuit,  eightpeace  ;  to  be  paid  to  the   clerk,  for  the 

eryer,  at  the  entry  of  the  action. 
For  calling  the  jury,  on  the  committing  the  issue  to  them,  to  be  paid 

when  the  jury's  fees  are  paid,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 
For  calling  the  recognizor  or  recogniz[e][o]rs,  on  a  recognizance, 

one  shilling. 
For  his  attendance,   opening  and  adjourning  the  court,  two  shillings 

and  sixpence  per  day ;  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasuries, 

respectively. 

OOALER'S  FEES. 

Jailer's  fees.       Yqy  turning   the  key  on   each  prisoner  committed,    three   shillings; 
vizf^'^.,  one  shilling  and  sixpence  in,  and  one  shilling  and  six- 
pence out. 
For  dieting  and  lodging  each  person,  ten  shillings  per  week. 

THE  ALLOWJJf^CE  TO  PARTIES  AND   WITNESSES. 

Allowance  to      YoY  the  declaration  in  a  writ  of  attachment  or  original  summons,  six 

parti<>s  and  wit-  .,,.  ^  ' 

nessea.  Shillings. 

Declaration  in  the  summons  on  an  attachment,  one  shilling. 

For  attorney's  fees;  viz'^'^.,  in  the  superior  court,  in  every  case  where 
an  issue  in  law  or  fact  is  joined,  and  argued  to  the  court  or  jury, 
twenty  shillings  ;  and  in  the  inferior  court,  and  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace,  where  such  issue  is  joined  and  argued, 
ten  shillings  ;  and  the  said  attorney's  fees  shall  not  be  tax'e-'^ 
for  the  party  prevailing,  in  any  cause  whatsoever,  where  the 
cause  was  not  in  fact  argued  to  the  court  or  jury,  by  an  at- 
torney. 

To  the  attorney  who  may  be  appointed  by  the  court  of  general  sessions 
of  the  peace  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  state  and  attend  grand 
jurors,  etc.,  for  drawing  each  bill  of  indictment,  three  shillings, 
including  his  attendance  on  the  grand  jury. 

To  witnesses  in  civil  and  criminal  causes,  whether  in  the  superior  or 
inferior  courts,  or  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  for 
each  day's  attendance,  two  shillings  and  sixpence ;  and  for 
travel,  twopence  per  mile,  out  and  home. 

To  the  party  prevailing  in  the  action,  or  his  attorney,  the  distance 
which  he  travel  [Qed  from  and  to  his  usual  place  of  abode, 
threepence  per  mile,  and  for  every  "day's  attendance  at  court, 
three  shillings:  provided,  nevertheless,  that  no  pla[«']ntift'  shall 
be  allowed  more  than  four  days'  attendance,  where  the  defend- 
ant is  defaulted,  unless  the  defendant  appears  in  court,  and 
makes  answer  to  the  plantiff's  suit.  And  in  every  case  where 
the  party  or  his  attorney  shall  make  a  false  certificate  of  his 
travel,  or  attendance,  or  both,  the  advei'se  party,  his  execu- 
tors or  administrators,  shall  have  his  actions  to  recover  of  the 
party  guilty  of  such  fraud,  his  executors  or  administrators, 
treble  the  sum  which  such  fals[e]hood  and  fraud  shall  have 
been  the  occasion  of  his  paying  more  than  his  actual  travel  or 
attendance  amounted  to,  at  the  rate  above  mentioned,  with  ful' 
costs  of  suit. 
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For  grantius:  ad  ministration,  —  Judge  of  pro- 

,    °,        .     F         ,,  1  Ml-  bate,  etc.,  and 

to  the  judge,  three  shillings  :  register's,  fees, 

to  the  register,  for  letter  and  bond  of  administration,  two  shillings 

each. 
For  appointing  or  allowing  guardians  to  minors  :  to  the  judge,  two 

shillings  ;  for  the  bond,  letter  of  guardianship  :  to  the  register, 

five  shillings. 
For  approving  or  disallowing  a  will  or  codicil :  to  the  judge,  thiee 

shillings  and  sixpence  ;  to  the  register,  two  shillings 
For  examining  and  allowing  an  inventory,  and  swearing  an  executor 

or  executors,  administrator  or  administrators  :  to  the  judge,  one 

shilling  and  sixpence  ;  — 
to  the  register,  for  writing  the  allowance,  eightpence. 
For  recording  a  will,  letter  of  administration,  and  every  other  matter 

and  thing  which  ought  to  be  recorded :  for  every  page,  one 

shilling ;  and  at  the  same  rate  for   a  greater  and   less  quan- 

tit}^  accounting  twenty-eight  lines  to  a  page,  and  eight  words 

to  a  line. 
For  copies  of  all  records  and  papers,  one  shilling  per  page,  of  the 

quantity  above  stated : 
Examining  and  allowing,    or  disallowing,    accounts,  at  the  rate   of 

one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  page,  to  the  judge  ;  — 
to  the  register,  for  writing  the  allowance,  eightpence. 
For  the  decree  for  settling  an  intestate  estate,  three  shillings  to  the 

judge. 
A  citation,  one  shilling. 

A  quietus:  to  the  judge,  one  shilling  ;  to  the  register,  one  shilling. 
"Warrant  for  the  appraising  or  dividing  estates  ;  two  shillings  to  the 

judge,  and  one  shilling  to  the  register. 
For  the  commission  to  receive  and  examine  the  claims  of  creditors  to 

an  insolvent  estate,  one  shilling  to  the  judge,  and  one  shilling 

to  the  register. 
For  a  warrant  to  the  administrators  for  the  distribution  of  the  estate : 

two  shillings  to  the  judge  ;  and,  to  the  register,  at  the  rate  of  one 

shilling  and  fourpence  per  page,  for  writing  the  said  warrant. 
For  proportioning  an  insolvent  estate  among  the  creditors,  agreeable 

to  the  commissioners'  return,  five  shillings  for  every  ten  cred- 
itors, and  in  proportion,  for  a  greater  or  less  number. 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  whenever  any  fees  shall  be  paid  in  the  probate 
ofl3ce,for  the  probate  of  a  will  and  letters  testamentary,  or  for  grant- 
ing letters  of  administration  or  letters  of  guardianship,  or  for  any  ^ 
matter  or  thing  from  time  to  time  arising  in  consequence  of  such  let- 
ters testamentary  or  letters  of  administration  or  letters  of  guardian- 
ship, and  until  "the  estate  upon  which  they  are  respectively  granted 
shall  be  fully  settled,  a  particular  account  of  such  fees,  before  pay- 
ment, shall,  if  demanded,  be,  by  the  register  or  judge,  set  down  in 
writing,  and  given  to  the  person  paying  the  same ;  and  any  such  fees, 
received  without  being  thus  ascertained  in  writing,  shall  be  deemed 
illegal  fees,  and^the  person  receiving  the  same  shall  forfeit  and  suffer 
accordingly. 

CLERK-OF-TlIE-SUPEniO[\i]R-COURT'S,   FEES. 

Writ  of  review,  six  shillings.  Serior-court'e, 

Writ  of  scire  /acuts,  .three  shillings.  fees; 
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Grand  juror's 
fees. 


Petit  jurors' 
i'ees. 


\Vnt  of  execution,  on  the  judgment  in  personal  actions,  three  shillings. 

Writ  of  habere  facias,  &c.,  four  shillings. 

Writ  of  habeas  corpus,  two  shillings. 

Copies  of  all  records,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per  page,  of  twenty- 
eight  lines,  and  eight  words  in  a  line. 

Entering  each  action  for  trial,  four  shillings  and  sixpence. 

Entering  each  complaint,  two  shillings  and  eightpence. 

Receiving  and  recording  a  verdict,  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 

Entering  a  rule  of  court,  two  shillings. 

Recording  a  confession  of  judgment,  default,  retraxit,  or  nonsuit,  two 
shillings. 

Recording  an  appearance,  one  shilling. 

Entering  an  acknowledg[e]ment  of  satisfaction  of  judgment,  one 
shilling  and  sixpence. 

Examining  each  bill  of  cost,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 

Entering  of  the  continuance  of  each  cause,  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 

Filing  each  paper  in  a  cause,  twopence. 

Taking  the  proof  of  a  deed  in  court,  and  certifying  the  proof  thereon, 
two  shillings  and  sixpence. 

Entering  and  recording  the  judgment  at  large,  three  shillings. 

For  each  venire,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury,  respectively, 
for*  the  certificate  of  the  justices,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 

Every  writ  and  seal  other  than  the  above-mentioned,  three  shillings. 

For  every  subpsena  for  one  or  more  witnesses,  one  shilling  and  six- 
pence. 

Each  recognizance,  including  principal  and  sureties,  two  shillings. 

"Writ  of  protection,  one  shilling  and  eightpence. 

Recording  a  judgment  in  every  criminal  cause,  four  shillings  and  six 
pence,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury  when  the  defend 
ant  is  acquitted. 

Un  a  petition  for  the  sale  of  real  estate,  and  the  warrant  thereon 
three  shillings  and  sixpence. 

Entering  the  discharge  of  a  recognizance,  one  shilling  and  eightpence. 

OR  AND  JUROR'S    FEES  AT  THE  SUPERIOR   COURT  AND  COURT  OF  SESSIONS. 

To  each  juror,  for  his  service,  per  day,  six  shillings  ;  — 

for  travel  out  and  home,  twopence  per  mile  ;  but  one  travel  at  each 
court :  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

PETIT  JURORS'  FEES. 

To  every  foreman,  in  every  cause  at  the  superior  and  inferior  courts, 
and  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  four  shillings. 

To  every  other  juror,  three  shillings  and  fourpence ;  their  allowance 
for  travel  to  be  the  same  as  to  the  grand  jurors,  and  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  county  treasury. 


FEES  IN  THE  SECRETARY'S   OFFICE. 


Fees  ia  the  sec    For  copies  of  all  rccords  taken  out  of  the  office  by  private  persons,  at 
retary's  office.  ^^^  ^.^^g  ^f  ^^^  shilling  per  page,  accounting  twenty-eight  lines 

to  a  page,  and  eight  words  to  a  line. 


Fees  for  mar- 
riages. 


FEES  FOR   MARRIAGES,   ETC. 

For  each  marriage,  to  the  justice  or  minister  propounding  the  cove- 
nant, eight  shillings. 


Sic :  "  on  "  ?    See  this  item  in  1764-65,  chap.  26. 
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For  recording  the  same :  to  the  town  clerk,  to  be  paid  by  the  justice 
or  minister  certifying  it,  one  shilling  ;  and  to  the  clerk  of  the 
general  sessions,  to  be  paid  by  the  town  clerk,  threepence 

To  the  town  clerk,  for  every  publishment  of  the  intention  of  marriage, 
one  shilling  and  sixpence. 

For  every  certificate  of  such  publishment,  one  shilling  and  fourpence. 

Recording  births  and  deaths,  each,  twopence. 

For  certificate  of  the  birth  and  death  of  any  person,  threepence. 

COUNTY  REGISTER'S  FEES. 

For  recording  or  copying  any  deed,  conveyance  or  mortgage,  at  th  >  County  regis- 
rate  of  one  shilling  per  page,  accounting  twenty-eight  lines  for  ^^^'^  ^'''^^' 
a  page,  and  eight  words  for  a  line ;  and  sixpence  for  his  attes- 
tation, on  the  original,  of  the  time,  book  and  folio  where  it  is 
recorded  :  the  fees  to  be  paid  at  the  offering  of  the  instrument ;  — 
and  for  the  discharge  of  a  mortgage,  eightpence. 
And  lohereas  the  fees  allowed  to  naval  officers  are,  in  divers  in- 
stances, disproportionate  to  the  services  to  which  they  are  annexed  ; 
therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  nforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  clause  in  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  year  1776-77,  chap. 22. 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  [i]  [elntitled 
"An  Act  for  establishing  a  naval  office,  and  for  the  asrs][r]ertain- 
ing  the  fees,"  which  relates  to  the  establishment  of  fees  for  naval 
officers,  be  and  hereby  is  repealed  and  declared  null  and  void  ;  and 
that  their  fees  and  allowances  in  future  shall  be  as  follows  :  — 

NAVAL   OFFICER'S  FEES. 

For  entering  every  ship  and  vessel  from  any  part  of  this  state,  or  Navoi  officer's 
from  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  five  shillings.  *®^^' 

For  clearing  every  ship  and  vessel  to  any  part  of  this  state,  or  to  the 
state  of  New  Hampshire,  fiA'^e  shillings. 

For  entering  every  ship  and  vessel  from  any  other  of  the  United 
States,  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

For  clearing  every  ship  and  vessel  to  any  other  of  the  United  States, 
thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

For  entering  every  ship  or  vessel  from  a  for[ie][ei]gn  voyage,  eigh- 
teen shillings. 

For  clearing  every  ship  or  vessel  for  a  foreign  voyage,  eighteen  shil- 
lings. 

For  every  register,  eight  shillings. 

For  indorsing  every  register,  three  shillings. 

For  recording  the  same,  two  shillings. 

For  every  bond,  four  shillings. 

For  a  certificate  to  cancel  bond,  three  shillings. 

For  a  bill  of  health,  twelve  shillings. 

For  every  permit  to  unload,  two  shillings. 

For  every  permit  to  load,  two  shillings. 

For  every  cocket,  four  shillings. 

For  every  let-pass,  two  shillings. 

For  every  bond  and  certificate  for  vessels  employed  by  the  year,  coast- 
wise, and  the  entry  thereof,  fifteen  shillings. 
And  he  it  further  enacted, 
[Sect.  5.]     That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  demand  and  wit-  Penalty  for  tak- 

tingly  take  any  greater  fee  or  fees,  for  any  of  the  services  aforesaid,  fefg""'"^'"' 
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Costs  of  courts 
on  criminal 
prosecutions  to 
be  taxed,  etc. 


Limitation. 


than  are  by  this  law  provided,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
person  or  persons  injured,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for  every  offence, 
to  be  recovered  in  any  court  proper  to  hear  and   determine  the  same. 

And  be  it  farther  eyiacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  all  criminal  prosecutions  in  the  superior  court  of 
judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  and  in  the 
courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  when  the  party  or  parties 
prosecuted  shall  be  ordered  to  go  without  day,  or  when,  being  convict, 
shall  not  have  sufficient  goods  or  estates  to  pay  costs  of  prosecution, 
in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  court  before  whom 
such  acquittal  or  conviction  shall  be,  to  tax  such  costs  for  court 
charges  as  the  case  shall  appear  to  require,  not  exceeding  the  fees  or 
costs  stated  by  this  act ;  and  such  costs  so  taxed  by  the  courts  of  gen- 
eral sessions  of  the  peace,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  respective  county 
treasuries  ;  and  such  costs  so  taxed  by  the  superior  court  of  judica- 
ture, court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery  shall  be  paid  by  the 
sheriffs  of  the  respective  counties,  out  of  such  fines  and  forfeitures  as 
may  have  arisen  and  been  incurred  by  force  of  any  judgment  or  sen- 
tence of  such  court ;  and  allowance  shall  be  made  by  the  state  treas- 
urer to  the  several  sheriffs  for  any  sums  paid  as  aforesaid  :  and  when 
and  so  often  as  it  shall  happen  that  any  sheriff  shall  not  have  in  his 
hands  any  monies  received  for  fines  and  forfeitures  as  aforesaid,  such 
costs  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state. 

[Sect.  7.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  last  day 
of  June,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-nine.     [^Passed  January  24,  1778. 


CHAPTER     18. 


AN  ACT  FOR  PRESCRIBING  AND  ESTABLISHING  AN  OATH  OF  FIDELITY 
AND  ALLE[I]G[i]ANCE. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  king  of  Great  Britain  hath  abdicated  the  government 

of  this  and  the  other  United  States  of  Ame[ri*]ca,  h[y  2:'*]utting 
them  out  of  his  protec[(/OH*]  and  \\[_v justly  leoying*']  w[ar  aj/am.s^*] 
them,  and  the  said  United  States,  by  their  representatives,  in  General 
Congress  assembled,  by  a  declaration  bearing  date  the  fourth  day  of 
July,  A.D.  1776,  for  the  reasons  therein  mentioned,  solemnly  de- 
clared that  the  United  Colon [y']  \_ie~\s  of  North  America  "  are,t  and  of 
right  ought  to  be  free  and  independ[a][e]nt  states  ;  that  they  are  ab- 
solved from  all  alle[i]gr*]ance  to  the  British  crown,  and  that  all 
political  union  J  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain,  is  and 
ought  to  be  totally  dissolved  ;  "  which  declaration  has  been  solemnly 
ratified  and  adopted  by  this  state  ;  and  wJiereas,  in  all  states,  pro- 
tection and  alle[i]g[*"]ance  are  and  ought  to  be  reciprocal,  and  those 
who  will  not  bear  the  latter,  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefit[sj  of  the 
former,  — 

*  Engrossment  mutilated. 

+  The  quotation  marks  are  placed  before  "  solemnly,"  in  the  original  impression  of  the 
above  paragraph;  l)nt  arc  here  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the'first  continuous  line  quoted. 
They  are  wholly  omitted  in  the  engrossment. 

t  Sic :  connection  ? 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  any  justice  of  the  peace  in   any  county  in  this  Poworofany 
state  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  p"e*acrto caiise 
upon  representation  made  to  him,  in  writing,  signed  by  any  member  g^^^'tobe^*^'^ 
of  the  council  or  house  of  representatives,  civil  or  military  officer  of  brought  before 
any  town  or  county,  or  of  a  selectman,  or  member  of  any  committee  '"™' 
of  correspondence,  inspection  and  safety,  or  of  any  two  substantial 
freeholders,  within  any  town  or  plantation  of  this  state,  that  there  is, 
in  his  or  their  opinion,  just  and  sufficient  reason  to  suspect  that  any 
particular  person,  so  named,  residing  in  any  town  or  plantation  in  this 
state,  is  inimical  to  the  United  States,  such  justice  is  hereby  impow- 
ered  and  required  to  cause  any  person,  so  suspected,  to  be  brought  be- 
fore him,  and  to  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  such  person  so 
represented  :  excepting,  to  such  persons  as  were  appointed  councellors 
within  this  state,  by  mandamus  fi'om  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  ac- 
cepted of  such  appointment,   acted  in  consequence  of   it,  and  have 
since  joined  the  enemy ;  and  to  such  other  persons  as  have  left  this 
state  since  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  and  have  joined  the  enemy  ; 
such  as  have  taken  up  arms   against  the  United  States  (unless  they 
can  make  it  appear  they  were  compelled  thereto),  as  have  inlisted 
men  for  the  enemy-,  or  accepted  a  warrant  or  commission  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  conveyed  intelligence  to  them  since  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendency ;  in  the  form  following  :  — 

T,  A.  B.,  do  swear  (or  aflSrm  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  boar  true  Form  of  the 
faith  and  alle[i]o-[«;]ance  to  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  will  faith-  *'^'^' 
fully  support  and  maintain  and  defend  the  same  against  George  the  Third, 
king  of  Great  Britain,  his  abettors  and  all  other  enemies  and  opposers  what- 
soever, and  will  discover  all  plots  and  conspiiac[*]es,  that  shall  come  to  my 
knowledge,  against  said  state  or  any  other  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
So  help  me  God. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  any  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  said  oath  Power  of  the 
shall  be  tendered,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  refuse  to' take  the  same,  {,"l'cfin Va^se  of 
the  said  justice  shall  commit[t]  the  person  or  persons  so  refusing  to  the  refusal  to  take 
goal  of  the  county  where  the  oath  was  tendered,  and  certify  the  same     '^  °^  ^' 
to  the  council,  as  soon  as  may  be,  with  the  costs  that  have  aris[o][e]u 
on  the  process,  which,  with  the  goaler's  fees,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
personal  estate  of  the  person  so  refusing,  in  all  cases  where  he  is  of  suf- 
ficient ability,  and  in  all  other  cases,  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state  ; 
and  the  person  or  persons  so  refusing,  shall,  within  forty  days  after 
such  refusal,  be  sent  off,  by  order  of  the  council  of  this  state,  to  some 
port  in  the  dominions  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  at  their  own  ex- 
pence,  in  all  cases  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  council,  they  have  es- 
tate sufficient  to   support  it,   and  in   all   other  cases  at  the  public 
expence  ;  and  the  council  are  hereby  impowered  to  cause  passages  to  —and  of  the 
be  procured  for  all  such  persons,  or  to  hire  a  vessel  or  vessels  for  that  <'°""*=''- 
purpose  ;  and  all  and  every  such  person  or  persons  so  refusing,  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  sell  and  dispose  of  his  or  their  personal  estate,  and, 
after  satisfying  all  just  and  equitable  claims  and  demands  which  shall 
be  brought  against  him  or  them,  to  carry  away  the  residue  thereof,, 
and  also  to  nominate  and  appoint  an  attorney  or  attorn  [*]e[y]s,  to  be 
approved  by  the  council,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  his  or  their  personal 
estate  ;  and,  in  like  manner  as  the  subjects  of  this  state,  to  demand, 
sue  for  and  recover,  in  his  or  their  name  or  names,  all  such  debts  and 
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sums  of  money  as  are  or  shall  be  due,  owing  or  payable  to  him  or 
them  respectively,  in  such  way  and  manner  as  they  shall  think  fit : 
provided,  it  be  not  repugnant  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  or  the 
laws  of  this  state. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Persons  return-  [Sect.  3.]  That  if  any  pcrsou  or  persons  so  sent  off  from  this 
leave^^to'euffer.  state,  as  aforcsaid,  shall  voluntarily  return  into  the  same  again,  unless 
leave  be  obtained  from  the  general  court  for  that  purpose,  he  or  they, 
being  duly  convicted  thereof  in  the  superior  court  of  judicature, 
court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  shall  suffer  the  pains  of 
death,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
p.-rsons  deecrib-       [Sect.  4.]     That  if  any  persous  who  were  appointed  councellors 
tenrout'oHhe^  withiu  this  State,  by  mauflamus  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  ac- 
Btates  as  if  they  ceptcd  of  such  appointment,  acted  in  consequence  of  it,  and  have  since 

had  refused  to       .     ^       _       ,  ^  ^  1,1  1  ^    cj. 

take  the  oath,  jomed  the  enemy;  or  any  such  other  person  or  persons  as  have  leit 
the  state  since  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  and  have  joined  the 
enemy  ;  or  any  such  persons  as  have  taken  up  arms  against  the  United 
States,  unless  they  can  make  it  appear  they  were  compelled  thereto  ; 
or  have  inlisted  men  for  the  enemy,  or  accepted  a  warrant  or  commis- 
sion for  that  purpose,  or  conveyed  intelligence  to  them  since  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independency  ;  and  such  as  have  supplied  the  enemy  with 
provisions  ;  all  and  every  person  so  offending,  who  shall  hereafter 
voluntarily  return  to  this  state,  shall,  by  order  of  council,  be  sent  off, 
as  if  he  or  they  had  refused  to  take  the  oath  or  aiBrmation  prescribed 
by  this  act,  excepting,  in  such  case,  they  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any 
advantage  from  their  personal  estate  ;  and  if  he  or  they  shall  volun- 
tarily return  to  this  state  after  being  so  sent  off,  unless  leave  be  ob- 
tained from  the  general  court  for  that  purpose,  he  or  they  shall,  upon 
conviction  thereof  in  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  as- 
size and  general  goal  delivery,  suffer  death,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 
And  he  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
Particular  per-  [Sect.  5.]  That  all  members  of  the  general  assembly,  and  all  of- 
teke[heS*°  ficers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  attorn [i]e[y]s-at-law,  shall  take  the 
oath  or  affirmation  before  mentioned ;  and  no  person  shall  have  au- 
thority to  execute  any  of  the  ofQces  or  trusts  aforesaid,  or  shall 
be  admitted  to  appear  and  act  as  attorney  or  coun[ci][se]l  in  any 
court  of  justice  in  this  state,  after  the  [twentie][20Jth  day  of  March 
next,  unless  he  shall  have  taken  said  oath  or  affirmation  ;  and  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  who  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  to  any  of 
the  aforesaid  offices  and  places  of  trust  or  emolument,  shall,  before  he 
enter  upon  the  execution  of  such  office,  or  place  of  trust,  take  the 
oath  or  aflarmation  before  prescribed ;  and  the  said  oath  or  aflSrmation 
shall  be  administ[e]red  to  the  members  of  the  general  court,  by  any 
three  of  the  council ;  and  to  all  others,  appointed  to  any  of  the  offices 
and  places  of  trust  aforesaid,  by  any  two  of  the  council,  or  such  others 
as  shall  be  by  the  said  council  or  the  major  part  of  them  thereunto 
appointed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Alterations  of  [Sect.  6.]  That  such  pcTsous  as  are  of  the  denomination  of  Chris- 
moditerto°the  tiaus  Called  Quakers,  to  whom  the  said  affirmation  may  be  tendered, 
people  called  the  words,  "  and  defend,"  shall  be  omitted  ;  and  instead  of  the  words, 
Quakers.  t  ,^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  God,"  shall  be  used  the  words,  "  and  this  I  affirm  upon 
the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury."     [Passed  February  3,  1778. 
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CHAPTER    19. 

AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  SEVENTY-FIVE 
THOUSAND  POUNDS. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary,  immediately,  to  make  provision  to  enable  Preamble, 
the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  answer  the  draught [s]  made  on  him   in 
favour  of  the  Board  of  War. — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[.Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be, and  he  hereby  is,  di-  Treasurer  di- 
rected, on  the  credit  tliereof ,  to  issue  his  notes,  payable  by  the  first  of  hia  notes.'**"* 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  eighty-three,  to  draw  interest 
of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  to  be  paid  annually;  the  amount  of  said 
notes  not  to  exceed  the  sura  of  seventy-five  thousand  pounds ;  and 
that  no  note  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  tlian  ten  pounds ;  and  that 
said  notes  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following  ;  vizi^'^.,  — 

State  of  M;issachu<i'tts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  1778.  Form  of  noted. 

For  vakie  rocoivecl,  for  the  U'^e  of  the  state  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  I  do, 
in  behalf  of  said  st;ite,  hereliy  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in 
the  office  of  treasurer,  to  pay  to  the  possessor  of  this  note,  the  sum  of 

,  by  the  first  day  of  March,  1-783,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent  per  annum ; 
the  interest  to  be  paid  annually. 

Witness  my  hand,  Treasurer. 

A.B.,^ 

C.  D.,  \  Committee. 
E.F.,J 

—  which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  and  a  suitable  border 
round  the  same ;  and  when  said  notes  are  issued,  a  counterpart,  in- 
dented, of  each  note,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]      That   Ezekiel   Lewis,  Jonathan   Hastings   and   John  Committee  to 
Mascar[e]en[c]e,be  a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  <^""'«'"'8°- 
as  by  the  form   prescribed,   before  the   same   are   filled   up   by   the 
treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[vSect.  3.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  seventy-  Tax  to  be  levied, 
five  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  pol[e][^]s  and  estates  within 
this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportions  on  the  sev- 
eral towns  and  other  places  therein,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  or- 
dered by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their  sessions  in  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  February  then  next  after, 
and  to  be  apply[e]'d  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  which  may  be  is- 
sued by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  if  the  general  court  shall  not,  some  time  before  the  Treasurer  to 
first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  rZe  t'oX*''' 
eighty-two,  agree  and  conclude   upon  an  act  _[o]  [ajpportioning  the  to^jj-.^'ji^^case 
sums  which  by  this  act  are  agreed  to  be  paid  in  said  year,  then  and  assembly  shall 
in  such  case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  ^'^^1''^'' "P""* 
to  be  levied  on  the  pol[e][?]s  and  estates  within  their  limits,  respec- 
tively, the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other 
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place  was  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  pro- 
ceeding.* 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  impowered  and 
directed,  some  time  in  the  said  month  of  September  in  said  year,  to  is- 
sue and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors 
of  each  town  or  other  inco[?-]porated  place  within  this  state,  or  to  some 
suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  therein  as  are  not 
incorporated,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  pol[eJ[Z]s  and  estates  with- 
in their  several  towns. and  other  places,  for  their  respective  parts  and 
proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  assessed, 
to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  said  twentieth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  ;  and  the  assess- 
ors as  also  all  persons  thereby  assessed,  shall  observe,  be  governed 
by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have  been 
given  in  the  then  last  proceeding*  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  notes  that  may  be  issued  by  the  treasurer  by 
virtue  of  and  in  conformity  to  this  act,  shall,  by  him,  upon  his  receiv- 
ing a  warrant  from  the  council  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  be  delivered  to 
the  Board  of  War,  or  their  order,  from  time  to  time,  and  in  such  pro- 
portions and  sums  as  said  board  may  draw  for. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  7.]  That  if  the  general  court  shall  make  provision  for  the 
redemption  of  the  notes  which  may  be  issued  in  consequence  of  this 
act,  before  the  year  on  which  the  tax  granted  hereby  is  ordered  to  be 
laid,  then  the  clause  granting  said  tax,  together  with  the  other  clauses 
grounded  thereon,  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in  force.  \^Passed 
February  20,  1778. 


CHAPTER    2  0. 


AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT    INTITLED  "  AN    ACT  FOR    ENABLING 
TOWNS  TO  RAISE  MONEY  FOR  OA-RRYING  ON  THE  PRESENT  WAR." 

Preamble.  Whereas,  by  Said  act,  among  other  things,  it  is  enacted  that  the 

inm chap! le!  collectors  of  the  several  towns,  plantations,  districts  and  parishes 
within  this  state  are  directed  and  required  to  execute  all  warrants  for 
collecting  monies  raised  for  this  purpose,  in  the  same  manner  they 
are,  by  law,  obliged  to  execute  warrants  for  collecting  other  town's 
rates  or  assessments  ;  and  whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  court, 
that  some  towns,  plantations,  districts  or  parishes  have  chosen  a 
special  collector  or  collectors,  to  collect  such  sums  of  money  as  they 
have  voted  for  the  above  purposes,  altho'[u^/i]  not  authori[z]  [s]ed 
thereto  by  said  act,  and  that  the  obliging  the  standing  collectors  to 
collect  said  monies  would  be  considered  as  an  additional  bur[th]  [r7]en, 
and,  in  many  instances,  contrary  to  express  istipulation  with  the  collec- 
toni  when  chosen, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  l.J  That  where  any  town,  plantation,  district  or  parish 
ha«  or  hereafter  shall  choose,  at  a  legal  meeting,  a  collector  or  collec- 
tors, for  collecting  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  they  have  or 

•  Sic. 


Collectors  an 
thorized. 


[5th  Sess.]  Province  Laws.  — 1777-78.  775 

[revolutionary   period  —  "STATE."] 

hereafter  may  vote  to  be  assessed  on  their  town,  plantation,  district 
or  parish,  for  carrying  on  the  present  war,  the  said  collector  or  col- 
lectors so  chosen,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  chosen,  are  hereby 
authori[z][s]ed  and  required  to  collect  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  they  may  have  a  warrant  for,  agreeable  to  said  act,  they  paying  in 
all  such  sums  of  money  that  they  shall  so  collect,  according  to  the  di- 
rections of  their  warrant;  and  any  person,  chosen  to  serve  collector 
as  above,  refusing  to  take  the  oath  required,  by  law,  to  be  taken  by 
collectors  of  taxes,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  by  law  col- 
lectors of  town  taxes  are  subject  to  that  refuse  to  serve  ;  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

A)id  tvJicreas  doubts  have  arisen  as  to  the  power  of  towns  to  provide 
for  their  poor,  and  the  families  of  soldiers  who  are  in  the  army,  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  raising  money  only  for  that  purpose, — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  any  town  in  this  state  may  provide  for  the  neces- 
sities of  their  poor,  and  for  the  supply  of  the  families.of  the  soldiers, 
in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  most  elig[a][ijble  and  convenient  to 
the  majority  of  voters  present  at  any  town  meeting  legally  warned 
for  that  purpose ;  the  expences  thereof  to  be  assessed  and  collected 
in  the  same  manner  as  aforesaid.     \^Passed  February  8,  1778. 


CHAPTER    21. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  WESTERLY  PART  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  WRENTHAM,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY 
THE  NAME  OF  FRANKLIN. 

Whereas  the   inhabitants   of   the   westerly   part   of   the   town  of  Preamble. 
Wrentham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  have  represented  to  this  court 
the  difficulties  they  labour  under  in  their  present  situation,  and,  appre* 
bending  themselves  of  sufficient  numbers   and  ability,  request  that 
they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  town, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted   by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  westerly  part  of  said  town  of  Wrentham,  sep-  Boundary  noes, 
[e]r[«]ted  by  n  line  as  follows  ;  viz^^'^.,  begin [n]ing  at  Charles  River, 
where  Medfield  line  comes  to  said  river;  thence,  running  south,  seven- 
teen degrees  and  an-half  west,  until[l]  it  comes  to  one  rod  east  of  the 
dwelling-house  of  William  Mann  ;  thence,  a  strait  line,  to  the  east- 
wardly  corner  of  Asa  Whiting's  barn  ;  thence,  a  strait  line,  to  sixty  i'ods 
due  south  of  the  old  cellar,  where  the  dwelling-house  of  Ebenezer 
Healy  formerly  stood  ;  thence,  a  due  west  course  by  the  needle,  to  Bel- 
lingham  line  ;  said  Bellingham  line  to  be  the  west  bounds,  and  Charles 
River  the  northerly  bounds, —  be  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into  a  dis- 
tinct and  seperate  town,  by  the  name  of  Franklin,  and  invested  with 
all  the  powers,  privil[i]  [e]dges  and  immunities  that  towns  in  this 
state  do  or  may  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[vSect.  2.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Franklin  shall  Proportion  of 
pay  their  proportion  of  all  state,  county,  and  town,  charges  already  granted  "o  be 
granted  to  be  raised  in  the  town  of  Wrentham,  and  also  their  orouor-  raised,  to  be 

'='  ,        ^  paid,  etc 
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tion  of  the  pay  of  the  representative  for  the  present  year.  And  the 
said  towns  of  Wrentham  and  town  of  Franklin  shall  severally  be  held 
punctu[a]lly  to  stand  by,  and  perform  to,  each  other  the  terms  and  pro- 
posals contained  and  expressed  in  a  vote*  of  the  town  of  Wrentham, 
passed  at  a  public  town  meeting,  the  sixteenth  day  of  February,  1778, 
according  to  the  plain  and  obvious  meaning  thereof. 

And  be  it  also  enacted  bi/  the  autJwrit;/  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  Jabez  Fisher,  Esq'^'^.,  be,and  he  hereby  is,  author- 
ized and  required  to  issue  his  warrant  to  one  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  said  town  of  Franklin,  authorising  and  requiring  him  to 
notif[ie][?/]  and  warn  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants*  of  said 
town,  to  meet  together  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  expressed  in 
said  warrant,  to  choose  such  officers  as  towns  are  authori[z][.s']ed  by 
law  to  choose,  and  transact  other  such  lawful[l]  matters  as  shall  be 
expressed  in  said  warrant. 

And  be  if  further  exacted., 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  inhabitants,  living  within  the  bounds  afore- 
said who  in  the  fate  tax  in  the  town  of  Wrentham,  were  rated  one 
half  part  so  much  for  their  estates  and  faculties  as  for  one  single  poll 
shall  be  taken  and  holden  to  be  qual[l]ified  and  to  be  allowed  to  vote 
in  their  first  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  such  other  meet- 
ings as  may  be  called  in  said  town  of  Franklin,  until  a  valuation  of 
estates  shall  be  made  by  assessors  there.    '\_Passed  March  2,  1778. 


*  The  vote  here  referred  to  is  as  follows  :  — 

"  Wrentham  February  16.  1778  —  At  a  General  town  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  this  town,  being  warnoii  QuulifieJ  and  Assembled  as  the  law  directs,  at  thepublick  meet- 
ing house  in  the  first  Precinct  in  this  town  by  adjournment  — 

The  Com""^  chosen  to  take  under  Consideration  the  articles  of  Consideration,  having  attended 
that  service,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  Representative  of  this  town  be  instructed  to  give  his  Vote 
for  said  Consideration,  except  the  eighth  Article,  which  is  humly  Submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
General  Court  Joseph  IIaws  p;    order 

the  aboue  report  of  the  Com''"^  being  read,  &  Considered  by  the  town  was  Voted  &  accepted  — 

The  Committee  appointed  by  this  town  to  Consider  of  the  petition  of  the  of  the  Com'e;  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  west  Precinct  in  this  town  Praying  to  be  set  of  as  a  Seperate  township  by 
certain  bounds  as  menshoned  in  said  petition  — beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  — 

That  said  Com"^^  were  Unamously  of  opinion  that  said  inhabitants  be  set  of  as  a  Seperate  town- 
ship by  themselves  by  the  following  bounds.  Viz.  Begining  at  Charles  River  where  medfleld  line 
comes  to  Said  river,  thence  runiug  South  Seventeen  degrees  &  half  west,  untill  it  comes  lo  one 
rod  East  of  the  dwelling  house  of  M^  William  Man,  thence  a  Strait  line  to  the  Easterly  Corner  of 
Mt  Asa  ^\1litings  barn  thence  a  Str.ait  line  to  Sixty  rods  Due  South  of  the  old  Seller  where  the 
Dwelling  house  of  M"'  Ebenezer  Ilealy  formerly  Stood,  thence  a  Due  west  course  by  the  Needle 
to  Bellingham  line  Said  Bellingham  line  to  be  tlie  west  bounds  and  Charles  River  the  Northerly 
bounds;  said  Comt«»  further  agree  that  the  poor  of  the  town  be  divided  in  the  following  manner, 
viz  the  Widow  Man  Daniel  Hall  &  wife  &  Ame  Hall  remain  to  the  town  of  Wrentham,  &  that 
the  Widow  Willson  &  Jemima  Mecany  be  inaintailied  by  the  petitioners,  and  that  all  the  poor  that 
Shall  arise  to  the  town  hereafter  from  any  Settlement  heretofore  gained  by  coming  into  this  town, 
shall  be  maintained  by  each  precinct  where  they  gained  their  Settlement^  and  that  each  Precinct 
maintain  all  their  inhabitants  for  the  future  that  Shall  be  on  either  side  at  the  time  of  Division, 
said  Com'^L"  also  agree  that  the  tire  arms  belonging  to  the  town  be  divided  according  to  the  pools  & 
estates  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  powder  ball  flints  and  other  Stores  of  that  Uhxi  be  divided  by 
the  number  of  the  training  band  &  alarm  list,  &  that  the  money  Arising  from  the  Sale  of  the  lands 
between  the  two  ponds  be  divided  According  to  the  Vote  of  the  town  as  it  Stands  on  book,  and 
that  the  School  money  remain  to  the  town  of  Wrentham,  said  Com'j;''  likwise  agree  that  the  meu 
that  were  hired  or  inlisted  into  the  Continental  Army  for  three  years  or  during  the  War  be 
divided  in  the  following  manner  Vi7.  the  west  Precinct  to  take  thirty  seven  of  said  men  and  to  pay 
into  the  town  treasury  all  the  money  their  men  Cost  the  town  for  hire  or  Bounty  with  interest,  & 
allso  to  pay  M;  Peter  Adams  his  charge  as  one  of  the  towns  Com'£f  for  hiring  said  men  that  were 
hired  by  the  town,  and  if  the  Petitioners  Should  want  one  of  the  men  said  Adams  hired  they  are 
to  have  one  paying  what  said  men  cost  on  an  Everego,  the  petitioners  are  allso  to  pay  to  those  meu 
who  inlisted  on  their  Ground  all  the  bounty  that  the  town  promised  that  has  not  been  already  paid, 
and  that  the  petitioners  be  held  to  maintain  the  families  of  all  those  Soldiers  that  inlisted  or  were 
hired  on  their  side  agreable  to  the  act  of  the  Court  for  that  purpose 

Said  Com'^  furthei  Vnanimously  agree,  thall  all  the  money  heretofore  Granted  by  the  town  or 
have  Arisen  to  the  town  any  other  way,  be  spent  in  the  town  and  Among  the  Petitioners  (after  a 
full  Settlement  with  the  treasury)  in  the  usual  manner,  or  be  divided  according  to  the  pool  and 
estates  according  to  the  last  ta>x  bill,  and  that  all  arrearages  that  has  or  Shall  arise  to  the  town 
upon  any  Consideration  what  ever  heretofore,  Shall  be  paid  as  has  been  Usual  by  the  town,  and 
petitioners,  or  when  Divided  into  two  towns,  each  town  to  take  its  proportion,  Agreable  to  the 
aboue  said  tax  bill 

Wrentham  Pebruary  16, 1778  Thomas  Man    Jekemiau  Day    Lbmuei,  Kollock    John 

EvERET     David  FisifKr.     Jabkz  Eisher  to  the  whole  of  the  report  Except  the  bounds  to  ■which 
he  does  not  Agree    John  Metcalf  Jul,     Samcel  Lethbridge    Asa  Whitinq 

The  aboue  report  being  Several  times  read  before  the  town  after  Consideration  and  some  debate 
was  Voted  &  Accepted  " 
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CHAPTER    22. 

AT  ACT  FOR    REVIVING    AN  ACT    INTITLED    "AN    ACT  TO    PREVENT 
THE  SELLING  OF  GOODS  AT  PUBLIC  VENDUE." 

Whereas  many  advantages  have  arisen  from  an  act  made  in  the  Preamble, 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  in-  i^"-'^^,  chap.  2. 
titled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  selling  of  goods  at  public  vendue,"  — 

Be  it  tlierefore  enacted  bj/  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  before-mentioned  act,  now  exi^ired,  be  revived 
and  continued,  with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  re- 
spectively contained ;  and  shall,  from  and  after  the  fourteenth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  be  in  force 
until[l]  the  fourteenth  day  of  September  next,  excepting  that  clause 
which  permits  the  sale  of  Continental  stores,  at  vendues,  by  the  com- 
missary-general or  his  order,  in  consequence  of  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  prohibit  the  public 
sale  of  goods,  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  sequestration,  already 
ordered  by  this  court.     \_Passed  March  12,  1778. 


CHAPTER    23. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  COXHALL, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  COX- 
HALL. 

"Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  plantation     called  Coxhall,  in  the  Preamble, 
county  of  York,  have  represented  to  this  court,  that  the  erecting  said 
plantation  into  a  town  will  greatly  contribute  to  its  settlement,  and 
remedy  many  difficulties  and  inconveniences  they  now  labour  under ; 
therefore, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the   Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  plantation,  bounded  as  follows  ;  viz.,  be-  Boundary  line*, 
ginning  on  the  west  of  Mousom  River,  a  little  below  the  great  falls 
there,  at  a  pitch-pine  stump  ;  from  thence,  crossing  said  river,  on  a 
north-easterly  point  of  compass,  and  running,  by  tlue  towns  of  Wells 
and  Arundel [1],  six  miles  (viz.,  until  it  comes  within  four  miles  of 
Saco  River),  to  an  Oak  Island,  so  called;  thence,  from  said  Arundel 
line,  on  a  north-westerly  course,  continuing  at  the  distance  of  four 
miles  from  said  Saco  River  and  par[e][a]llel  thereto,  bn»k  into  the 
country,  six  miles  and  an  hundred  and  twenty  rods,  to  a  hoinlock-tree 
marked  on  fonr  sides,  about  forty  rods  to  the  northward  of  a  pond 
called  Swan  Pond  ;  from  thence,'  across  said  pond,  excluding  al)out 
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two-thirds  thereof,  on  a  south-west  course,  six  miles  to  a  red-oak  tree 
mark'd  on  four  sides  ;  and  thence,  on  a  south-east  course,  to  the 
bounds  and  pine  stump,  by  said  Mousoni  River,  first  mentioned  ;  in- 
cluding therein  about  twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  acres,  —  be 
and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Coxhall ;  and 
the  inhabitants  are  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges 
and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  within  this  state 
enjoy. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 
^^""wa'iiPd'*  [^ECT.  2.]  That  the  Hon[om]ble  Benjamin  Chadbourne,  Esq'^'^^., 
'be,  and  he  hereby  is,impowered  to  issue  a  warrant  to  some  principal 
inhabitant  of  said  plantation,  requiring  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  said 
inhabitants,  qualified  as  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  ought  to  be  to 
vote  in  town  affairs,  in  order  to  choose  such  officers  as»  by  law, towns 
are  impowered  to  choose  in  the  month  of  March,  annually.  [Passed 
March  11,  1778. 


ing  to  be  called. 


OHAPTEE   24. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR  FORMING 
AND  REGULATING  THE  MILITIA  WITHIN  THE  COLONY  OF  THE  MAS- 
SACHUSETTS BAY,  IN  NEW  ENGLAND,  AND  FOR  REPEALING  ALL 
THE  LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR   THAT  PURPOSE." 

fTT^^^'h     10       Whereas  the  provision  made  in  said  act  for  drawing  out  the  militia 
1  Mass!  458. '    '  of  this  statc,  ou  an  alarm,  or  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army,  does 
not  fully  answer  the  good  purposes  intended,  no  provision  being  there- 
in made  for  detaching  from  the  militia  aforesaid  proper  guards  for  the 
state.  Continental  stores  and  other  jmrposes,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in   Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
Penalty  for  FSect.  l.T     That  whcu  it  shall  so  happen  that,  in  consequence  of  an 

rGiusinc  to  ougv  i-  _i  j.  j.  /  a 

orders  when       Order  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  state,  or  the  council  thereof,  any 
detached.  number  of  officers  or  soldiers  belonging  to  the  training-band,  or  to  the 

alarm  list,  shall  be  detached  for,  any  purpose,  the  person  or  persons 
so  detach [e]d  by  his  or  their  commanding  officer,  who  shall  have  due 
notice  of  his  or  their  being  so  detached  and  being  ordered  by  his  or  their 
commanding  officer  to  march  to  the  place  of  his  or  their  destination, 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  obey  such  order,  or  shall  not  pay  a  fine  of 
ten  pounds,  or  procure  some  able-bodied  man  in  his  stead,  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  he  shall  have  had  notice  of  his  being  so  de- 
tached, shall  be  considered  as  a  soldier  in  such  detachment,  and 
AppropriaUon  treated  accordingly  ;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  aforesaid  fine  shall  be 
paid,  the  same  shall  be  appropriated  by  said  officer  to  hire  men  for 
that  or  any  future  service  his  company  shall  be  called  to  perform  ; 
and  in  case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  aforementioned,  the  officer  shall 
proceed  to  detach  others,  till  he  shall  have  compleated  the  full  num- 
ber so  ord#ed  to  be  detached :  provided,  nevertheless,  if  the  officer 
making  the  detachment  in  any  company  shall  himself  be  detached  and 


of  fines. 
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marched  to  any  post  out  of  his  county,  the  next  inferior  officer 
in  said  company,  that  may  be  within  the  county,  shall  be  holden 
to  do  the  duty  enjoined  by  this  act  upon  the  officer  making  the  de- 
tachment. 

And  be  it  further  enact'^d  hy  the  uulhorifi/  aforesidd^ 

[Sect.  2.]     If  any  soldier  on  the  training-band  or  alarm  list,  within  Penatty,in  case 
this  state,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  equip  himself,  according  to  the  fusUgor  uegl' 
seventh  section  of  said  act,  for  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  the  pub-  jf-^g'ff^"  ^'^"'p 
licatiou  of  this  act,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  [three]   [s^.c]  pounds  [and  for 
every  sixty  days  afterward,  he  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  equip  himself 
as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  six  pounds]  ;  said  fines  to  be  recov- 
ered by  action  of  debt,  to  be  brought  by  the  clerk  of  the  company  to 
which  such  delinquent  person  belongs,  before  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  county  where  he  resides,  one  third  part  of  these  and  all 
other  fines  recovered  at  the  suit  of  the  clerk,  to  be  to  the  use  of  the 
clerk  of  the  company,  the  other  two  thirds  to  be  laid  out  at  the  direc- 
tion of  the  captain  of  the  company,  to  furnish  the  same  with  drums, 
fifes  and  colours,  where  such  are  needed,  or,  by  the  selectmen,  to  pur- 
chase arms  for  such  in  the  same  town  as  are  unable  to  supply  them- 
selves. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

TSect.  3.1      That  each  maior-general  belonging  to  the  militia  of  Aid-de-camp 

cj      cj  and  hriffade 

this  state,  shall  nominate  to  the  council  of  this  state  two  aid-de-camps  ;  major  to  be 
and  said  council  are  hereby  impowered  to  appoint  them  accordingly,  ^""dCfted  ^°^ 
with  the  rank  of  major ;  and  each  brigadier-general  of  said  militia 
shall  nominate  one  brigade-major  ;  and  the  council  are  also  impowered 
to  commission  one  for  each  brigade  in  said  state  :  and  each  aid-de- 
camp and  brigade  [-major]  so  appointed  and  commissioned,  shall  keep 
an  exact  account,  with  the  proper  vouchers,  of  all  the  services  they 
may,  respectively,  perform  in  the  execution  of  their  duty  by  virtue  of 
general  orders,  and  exhibit  the  same  to  the  general  court,  from  time  to 
time,  for  allowance  and  payment,  with  a  certificate  from  the  respective 
generals  by  whose  order  the  same  has  been  done,  that  said  service  has 
been  so  done  by  them  respectively. 

And  ■whereas  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  every  good  purpose  of 
this  act  that  regular  returns  of  the  number  of  men  which  compose  the 
several  brigades  and  regiments  of  militia  within  this  state,  and  their 
respective  posts  or  stations,  together  with  the  number  and  condition 
of  their  arms  and  various  equipments  should, from  time  to  time, be  ex- 
hibited to  the  council,  and  their  orders  duly  transmitted  to  the  com- 
manding officers  of  corps,  and  returns  made  of  the  same,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  council  of  this  state  be,  and  they  hereby  are.  The  council  em- 
impowered  to  appoint  a  person  of  adequate  accomplishments  to  the  appIfitftVn'adju. 
office  of  adjutant-general,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  make  just  and  tumgeuerai; 
true  returns  of  the  state  of  the  militia,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  council,  and 
to  the  first  major-general,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  next  commanding 
officer  of  the  militia  within  tliis  state,  on  the  first  Monday  of  July, 
each  year,  successively,  and  at  all  other  times  when  he  shall  be  there- 
unto ordered  ;    and  that  he,  annually,  prefer  his  account  for  services  _who  is  to 
done,  with  proper  vouchers  and  certificates,  to  the  general  court,  for  ['^e\^ta'te''of"the' 
allowance  and  payment.  miiitia. 

And  tvhereas  the  movements  of  the  militia  of  this  state  may  be 
such  as  to  render  barracks,  tents,  cooking-utensils,  beds  and  other 
camp-eouipage,  waggons,  cattle,  forage,  &c.,  necessary, — 
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A  quartermaster 
to  be  appointed 
by  the  council, 
and  his  duty. 


Rank  of  a  cap. 
taiti  of  raatross- 
es,  and  the  first 
lieutenant  in 
each  company. 


Penalty  for  neg- 
lect of  non-com- 
missioned 
officers  or  pri- 
vates, to  appear 
•when  notified. 


Appropriation 
of  fanes. 


Appeal  allowed. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  council  of  this  state  be  and  are  hereby  im- 
powered  to  appoint  a  proper  person  to  the  office  of  quartermaster- 
general  ;  who  shall  make  seasonable  and  suitable  provis[s]ion  of  such 
quantities  of  the  articles  before  specified,  with  such  others  as  they 
shall  order,  and  that  he  make  regular  and  true  returns  of  the  same, 
with  their  respective  dispositions,  to  the  council  and  to  the  first  major- 
general  of  this  state,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  next  commanding  officer 
within  the  same,  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  July,  October  and 
January,  each  year  successively  :  and  shall  procure,  or  cause  to  be 
procured,  a  sufficient  number  of  waggons  for  removing  stores  belong- 
ing to  this  state,  on  the  order  of  the  commanding  officer  (where  stores 
may  be  deposited),  when  an  order  of  council  cannot  seasonably  be 
obtained  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  he  annually  prefer  his  account 
for  services  done,  with  proper  vouchers  and  certificates,  to  the  general 
assembly  for  allowance  and  payment. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Skct.  6.]  That  each  captain  commanding  a  company  of  matrosses 
in  any  brigade  of  militia  in  this  state,  shall  have  the  rank  of  major  ; 
and  the  first  lieutenant  in  each  company,  respectively,  shall  have  the 
rank  of  captain  ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Jbul  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  if  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  soldier, 
being  duly  notified  of  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the  company, 
to  which  he  belongs,  to  meet  on  a  training-,  or  muster-day,  shall  un- 
necessarily neglect  to  appear,  with  such  arms,  accoutrements  and 
equipments,  as  he  shall  be  possessed  of,  being  ordered  by  his  officer 
to  bring  the  same,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  thirty  shillings  ;  and  if  he  shall 
be  disobedient  or  disorderly  on  a  training-,  or  muster-day,  he  shall  pay 
a  fine  of  twenty  shillings :  and  all  fines  and  forfeitures  of  money 
arising  b}'  breach  of  this  act,  for  disobedience  or  failure  of  appearance 
on  a  training-day,  shall  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  to  be 
brought  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  by  the  clerk  of  the  company  to 
which  the  delinquent  belongs  ;  an  appeal  being  allowed  to  either  party, 
to  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  as  in  other  actions :  and 
if  on  such  trial,  judgment  shall  be  given  in  favour  of  such  clerk,  he 
shall  have  his  legal  c[aJ[o]st  allowed  him.  And  this  shall  be  the 
mode  of  recovering  fines  and  forfeitures  arising  by  breach  of  this 
act  or  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition  ;  any  clause  therein  not- 
withstanding. And  no  company  shall  be  oliliged  to  muster  to  train 
more  than  four  times  a  year,  nor  any  regiment  more  than  once  a  year. 
[Passed  March  13,  1778. 


CHAPTEK  25. 


AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  EXPLANATION  OF,  AN  ACT  PASSED 
THIS  PRESENT  SESSION,  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  PRESCRIBING 
AND    ESTABLISHING   AN   OATH   OF   FIDELITY   AND    ALLEGIANCE." 


Preamble.  WiiERRAS,  in  and  by  the  said  act  it  is  provided  "  That  all  members 

1777.78. chap.  18,  ^^  ^j^^  general  assembly,  and  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  at- 
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tornies-at-law,  shall  take  the  oath  or  afflrmation  "  therein  mentioned, 
and  that  "  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  administered  to  the 
members  of  the  general  court,  by  any  three  of  the  council ;  and  to  all 
others  appointed  to  any  of  the  offices  and  places  of  trust  aforesaid, 
by  any  two  of  the  council,  or  such  others  as  shall  be,  by  the  said 
council,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  thereunto  appointed,"  and  as  it 
will  be  in  many  respects  inconvenient  and  attended  with  great  and 
unnecessary  expence  for  the  council  to  appoint,  by  dedimus,  a  sufficient 
number  of  persons  for  that  purpose,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Genercd  Court  assevibled,  and  by  the  avthority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  the  oath  or  affirmation  mentioned  in  the  said  act,  Oatb  to  be  ad- 
may  and  shall  be  administered  to  all  commissioned  officers,  both  civil  "mmisstoned 
and  military,  and  attorn [i]e[y]s-at-l aw,  in  this  state,  by  any  justice  officerB,  etc.,  by 
of  the  peace  within  this  state,  in  the  county,  wherein  he  is  a  justice,  "^yj"* '''^• 
whenever   he   shall  be  thereunto  requested ;    and  such  justice  shall 
make  record  and  give  certificate  thereof,  and  return  a  list  into  the 
secretary's  office,  of  all  officers  to  whom  he  shall  administer  the  said 
oath,  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  anything  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

And  ivhereas,  in  and  by  s[a^]d  act,  it  is  enacted  that  no  person  shall  ^*''?.'l"f,^'V 
have  authority  to  act  as  a  member  of  the  general  assembly,  to  execute  no* take  the° 
any   office,    civil  or  military,  or  "be  admitted  to  appear  and  act  as  "***'• 
attorn[e]y  or  coun[seJ[ci"]l  in  any  court  of  justice  in  this  state,  after 
the  twentieth  day  of  March  next,  unless  he  shall  have  taken  said  oath 
o[r][/]   affirmation";  and  w/iereas,  no  persons  have  been  appointed 
before  the  making  this  act  to  administer  the  same  in  different  parts 
of  th[e][/s]  st:tte,  and  said  time  is  near  expiring, — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  2.]  That  no  person  shall  be  considered  as  disqualified  to 
act  in  either  of  said  offices  or  places,  for  not  having  taken  said  oath 
or  affirmation,  before  the  twentieth  day  of  June  next ;  anything  in  said 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  ivhereas,  in  many  instances,  it  may  be  impracticable  to  remove 
out  of  this  state,  within  the  term  of  forty  days  set  and  limited  by  the 
said  act,  such  persons  as  shall  refuse  to  take  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion,— 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.1     That  the  council  be  and  hereby  are  authori[zl[.s1ed  Persons  refus- 

-,   .  -"    T  .      .  ,"^1  •!  1-1       ing  to  take  the 

and  impowered  to  cause  the  persons  retusmg  to  take  the  said  oath,  to  be  oatb,  to  be  re- 
transported  as  in  the  said  act  is  directed,  as  soon   as  conveniently  ^u^cli^aVBoon 
may  be,  after  they  shall  receive  information  of  such  refusal,  and  im-  as  conveniently 
prisonment  in  consequence  thereof,  notwithstanding  the  said  term  of  ""^ 
forty  days  may  have  expired  ;  anything  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

And  ivhereas  doubts  have  arisen  and  may  arise  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  the  said  act  respecting  the  power  of  a  justice  of  the  peace 
to  admit  a  person  to  take  the  said  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity,  aftei 
his  having  been  committed  to  goal  for  refusing  the  same  ;  therefore, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  no  person  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  take  said  ^''"o^a^f^^^; 
oath  or  affirmation  within  two  hours  after  the  same   shall  be  legally  oath  within  two 
tendered  to  him,  shall  be  admitted  to  take  said   oath  or  affirmation,  ceeTdagatu^t' 
but  shall  be  proceeded  against  as  is  prescribed  by  said  act.     [^Passed 
March  13,  1778. 
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CHAPTER    26. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  TWO  HUNDRED 
AND  FIFTY-FOUR  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTEEN 
POUNDS  SIXTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  ELEVENPENCE,  UPON  THE  SEV- 
ERAL TOWNS  AND  OTHER  PLACES  IN  THIS  STATE,  FOR  DEFRAYING 
THE  PUBLIC  CHARGE. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  aforesaid  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  elevenpence,should  be  raised  and  paid  into  the  public  treas- 
ury of  this  state,as  soon  as  may  be,  to  defray  such  public  charges  as 
have  arisen,  or  may  arise,  for  the  support  of  government, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
end  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same., 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  and  other  place  within  this  state  be  as- 
sessed and  pay,  as  such  town  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighteen 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  elevenpence,  the  following  sum[s] 
s[i][e]t  against  them,  respectively  ;  that  is  to  say, — 

IN   THE   COUNTY   OF   SUFFOLK. 


Boston,    . 

Roxbury, 

Dorchester, 

Milton,     . 

Braintree, 

Weymouth, 

Hingham, 

Coha«[s]et, 

Dedham,  . 

Medfield, 

Wrentham, 

Franklin, 

Brookline, 

Needham, 

Stoughton, 

Stoughtonham 

Medway, . 

Bellingham, 

Hull, 

Walpole, . 


Nineteen  thousand  nine  hundred  [and]  twenty 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eightpence, 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  [and]  thirty-one 
pounds  ten  shillings  and  eightpence,     . 

One  thousand  six  hundred  [and]  two  pounds 
two  shillings  and  twopence,  .... 

Nine  hundred  [and]  eighty-six  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  and  tenpence,   .... 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  thirty-seven 
pounds  and  sixpence, 

One  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  fifty-eight 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  twopence, 

One  thousand  five  hniidred  [and]  sixty-three 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  tenpence,  . 

Five  hundred  twenty-seven  pounds  lil'teen  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

One  thousand  eight  hundred  [and]  fifty-seven 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  eightpence. 

Seven  hundred  [and]  forty-seven  pounds  six- 
teen shillings 

One  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  twelve 
pounds  five  shillings  and  [9'^  [Mmej  pence,  . 

Seven  hundred  [and]  sixty-eight  pounds  five 
shillings  and  ninepence, 

Seven  hundred  [and]  eighteen  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  eightpence,        .... 

Seven  hundred  [and]  fifty-eight  pounds  twelve 
shillings, 

One  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  seventy 
pounds  fonr  shillings  and  eightpence,    . 

Six  hundred  [and]  seventy-three  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  sixpence,    .... 

Seven  hundred  [and]  fifty-nine  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  twopence, 

Four  hundred  [and]  ninety-two  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  fourpence, 

One  hundred  [and]  seventy-three  pounds  one 
shilling, 

Six  hundred  [and]  twenty  pounds  two  shil- 
lings,         ■     .        . 


£19,920 

16s 

8d 

2,231 

10 

8 

1,602 

2 

2 

986 

19 

10 

2,137 

0 

6 

1,158 

19 

2 

1,563 

12 

10 

527 

15 

8 

1,857 

12 

8 

.  747 

16 

0 

1,112 

f) 

9 

768 

5 

9 

718 

7 

8 

758 

12 

0 

1,470 

4 

8 

673 

7 

6 

759 

8 

2 

492 

8 

4 

173 

1 

0 

620 

2 

0 
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Suffolk  County — Concluded, 


Chelsea,  . 

Four   hundred    [and]    ninety-seven    pounds 
eleven  shillings, 

£497    lis.   Orf. 

Forty  thousand  seven  hundred  [and]  seventy- 
eight  pounds,  , 

£40,778      Os.  Od. 

IN   THE   COUNTY   OF   ESSEX. 


Salem, 

Danvers,  . 

Ipswich,  . 

Newbury, 

Newburyport, 

Marblehead, 

Lynn, 

Andover, , 

Beverly,  . 

Rowley,   . 

Salisbury, 

Haverhill, 

Glo  [m]  cester, 

Topsfield, 

Almsbury, 

Bradford, 

Meth  [ew]  [m]  en. 

Box  ford,  . 

Wenham, 

Manchester, 

Middleton, 


Six  thousand  eight  hundred  [and]  eighty-four 
pounds  thirteen  shillings,        .        .        .        . 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  fifty-nine 
pounds  five  sliillings  and  eiiihtpence,  '. 

Three  thousand  six  hundred  [and]  eighty-five 
pounds  and  sixpence, 

Three  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  nineteen 
pounds  seven  shillings  and  sixpence,     . 

Tlu'ce  thousand  five  hundred  [and]  eighteen 
pounds  three  shillings  and  fourpcnce,   . 

Three  thousand  five  luindrcd  [and]  twenty-one 
pounds  five  shillings  and  twopence, 

One  thousand  six  hundred  [and]  seventy-five 
pounds  eight  shillings  and  twopence,     . 

Two  thousand  eight  hundred  [and]  nineteen 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  eightpence. 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  [and]  seventy- 
eight  pounds  and  eightpence. 

One  thousand  six  hundred  [and]  four  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  sixpence. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  one  pounds 
seven  shillings  and  eightpence, 

Two  thousand  [and]  seventeen  pounds  nine 
shillings, 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  sixty-eight 
pounds  eighteen  shillings,      .... 

Seven  hundred  [and]  fifty -two  pounds  two 
shillings  and  sixpence, 

One  thousand  two  hundred  [and]  fifty-eight 
pounds  eleven  shillings  and  sixpence,  . 

One  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  thirty-four 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  eightpence,     . 

Nine  hundred  [and]  forty-eight  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  twopence,    . 

Nine  hundred  [and]  fifty  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  fuurpcnce, 

Four  hundred  [and]  fifty-six  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  tcnpence, 

Five  hundred  [and]  twentj'-six  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  artd  fourpence 

Six  hundred  [and]  twenty  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 


£6,884 

13s 

Od. 

2,159 

5 

8 

3,685 

0 

6 

3,419 

7 

6 

3,518 

3 

4 

3,521 

5 

2 

1,675 

8 

2 

2,819 

15 

8 

1,978 

0 

8 

1,604 

13 

6 

1,401 

7 

8 

2,017 

9 

0 

2,168 

18 

0 

752 

2 

6 

1,258 

11 

6 

1,134 

18 

8 

948 

13 

2 

950 

16 

4 

456 

4 

10 

526 

19 

4 

620 

7 

6 

Forty-three  thousaind  five  hundred  [and]  two 
pounds  one  shilling  and  eightpence. 


£43,502      Is.  %d. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF   MIDDLESEX. 


Cambridge, 
Charlestown, 
Watertown, 
Woburn, . 
Concord, . 


Two  thousand  [and]  ninety  pounds  six  shil-  | 

lings  and  tenpence, £2,090      6s.  lOd. 

Two  hundred   [and]  ninety-six  pounds  three 

shillings, 296      3      0 

Eight  iiundred  [and]  seventy-two  pounds  five 

shillings  and  twopence, 872      5      2 

One    thousand    f()ur    hundred     [and]     thirty 

pounds  ten  shillings  and  tenpence,         .        .  1,430    10    10 

One   thousand    three    hundred    [and]    seven 

pounds  three  shillings  and  fourpence,    .        .  1,307      3      4 
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Middlesex  County — Concluded. 


Newton,  . 

Heading,  . 

Marlborough, 

Billerica,  . 

Framingham, 

Lexington, 

Chelmsford, 

Sherburne, 
Sudbury, . 

Maiden,    . 

Weston,  . 

Medford, . 

Hopkinton, 

Westford, 

Waltham, 

Stow, 

Groton,    . 

Shirley,    . 

Pepperell, 

Towusend, 

Dracut,    . 

Bedford,  . 

Holiston, 

Acton, 

Dunstable, 

Lincoln,    . 

Wilmington, 

T[u][ew]k[e] 

Littleton, . 

Ashby,     . 

Natick,    . 

Stoneham, 


sbury 


One  thousand  two  hundred  [and]   seventeen 

pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  twopence. 
One  thousand  three   hundred    [and]    ninety 

pounds  seventeen  shi]lin<rs  and  twopence, 
One  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  seventeen 

shillings  and  tenpence,    .... 
One  thousand   [and]   eighty-eight  pounds  ten 

shillings, 

One  thousand  two  hundred  [and]   sixty-four 

pounds  ten  shillings  and  fourpence, 
Eight  hundred    [and]    seventy-three    pounds 

one  shilling  and  fuurpence,    . 
Nine    hundred    [and]    seventy-seven  pounds 

five  shillings  and  sixpence,    . 
Six  hundred  [and]  twenty-two  pounds,    . 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds  ten  shil 

lings  and  twopence,        .... 
Eight  hundred  [and]   ten  pounds  three  shil 

lings  and  fourpence,        .... 
Eight  hundred   [and]   twelve  pounds  sixteen 

shillings  and  tenpence,    .... 
One  thousand  [and]  tiiirty-six  pounds  thirteen 

shillings  and  fourpence,  .... 
Eight  hundred  [and]  twenty-eight  pounds  fif- 
teen shillings  and  tenpence,    . 
Eight  hundred  [and]  ninety-six  pounds  eleven 

shillings  and  twopence,  .... 
Seven  hundred  [and]  eighty-two  pounds  one 

shilling  and  tenpence,    .... 
Seven  hundred  [and]  eighteen  pounds  eighteen 

shillings  a.nd  fourpence, .... 
One  thousand  two  hundred  [and]  thirty-two 

pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  sixpence. 
Four  hundred  [and]  thirty-eight  pounds  nine 

teen  shillings  and  twopence,  . 
Six  hundred  [and]  eighty-four  pounds  twelve 

shillings  and  eightpence, 
Five  hundred  [and]  twenty-six  pounds  ninC' 

teen  shillings  and  fourpence,  . 
Seven  hundred    [and]    ten  pounds  and  two 

pence, 

Five  hundred    [and]    sixty-eight  pounds  ten 

shillings  and  tenpence,    .... 
Six  hundred  [and]  eighty-one  pounds  eighteen 

shillings  and  sixpence,   .... 
Six  hundred  [and]  forty-one  pounds  nineteen 

shillings  and  sixpence,    .... 
Five  hundred  [and]  ninety-three  pounds  seven 

shillings  and  eightpence, 
Five  hundred  [and]  eighty-four  pounds  nine 

shillings  and  sixpence,    ... 
Four  hundred  [and]  ninety-six  pounds  four- 
teen shillings  and  eightpence. 
Seven  hundred   [and]   forty  five  pounds  one 

shilling  and  twopence,    .... 
Seven  hundred  [and]  ninety-six  pounds  seven 

shillings  and  tenpence,   .... 
Two    hundred    [and]     twenty-eight    pounds 

eighteen  shillings  and  sixpence,     . 
Four  hundred  [and]  seven  pounds  seven  shil 

lings  and  sixpence,  .... 

Three  hundred  [and]  seven  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  fourpence,        .... 


Thirty-two  thousand  [and]  sixty-three  pounds 
eight  shillings  and  twopence, 


£1,217 

1,390 

1,600 

1,088 

1,264 

873 

977 
622 

1,700 
810 
812 

1,036 
828 
896 
782 
718 

1,232 
438 
684 
526 
710 
568 
681 
641 
593 
584 
496 
745 
796 
228 
407 
307 


16s.  2d. 
17   2 

17  10 
10  0 
10   4 

1   4 

5   6 

0  0 

10  2 

3  4 
16  10 

13  4 
15  10 

11  2 

1  10 

18  4 

18  6 

19  2 

12  8 
19   4 

0  2 
10  10 

18  6 

19  6 
7  8 
9   6 

14  8 

1  2 
7  10 

18  6 
7   6 

4  4 


£32,063   8s.  2d. 
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IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 


Springfield, 

West  Springfield, 

Wilbraham,     . 

Northampton, . 

Southampton, . 

Hadley,    . 

South  Hadley, 

Amherst,  . 

Granl)y,   . 

Hatfield,  . 

Whateley, 

Williamsburg  [h], 

Westfield, 

Deerfield, 

Greenfield, 

Shelburne, 

Conway,  . 

Sunderland,     . 

Montague, 

Northfield, 

Brimfield, 

South  Brimfield, 

Monson,  . 

Pelham,  . 

Greenwich, 

Blanford, 

Leverett,  . 

Palmer,   . 

Gr.inville, 

New  Salem,     . 

Bclchertown,  . 

Colrain,    . 

Ware, 

Warwick, 

B[a]  [e]rnardstown, 

Murrayfield,    . 
Charlemout,     . 


One  thousand  three  hundred  [and]  sixty, 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  tcnpcnce,    . 

One  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  twenty-one 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  twopence, 

Six  hundrcil  [and]  thirty  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  cightpencc, 

One  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  seventeen 
pounds  six  shillings  and  fourpence, 

Five  hundred  [and]  four  pounds  eleven  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Five  hundred  [and]  ninety-six  pounds  one  shil- 
ling and  cightpence, 

Four  hundred  [and]  sixty-four  pounds  one 
shilling  and  fourpence, 

Six  hundred  [and]  sixty-nine  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  and  eightpence,         .... 

Three  hundred  [and]  nineteen  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  eightpence,         .... 

Seven  hundred  [and]  ten  pounds  five  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

Two  hundred  [and]  fifty  pounds  ten.  shillings 
and  sixpence,  .        .    ' 

One  hundred  [and]  eighty  pounds  one  shilling 
and  fourpence, 

One  thousand  [and]  eleven  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  sixpence,   .        .        .        .        . 

Seven  hundred  [and]  thirty-five  pounds  two 
shillings  and  fourpence,  .        .        .        . 

Four  hundred  [and]  seventy  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  fourpence,  .... 

Two  hundred  [and]  eighty  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Three  hundred  [and]  nineteen  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  fourpence, . 

Three  hundred  [and J  eleven  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  fourpence,       .        .        .        .        , 

Three  hundred  [and]  eighty -five  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  and  eightpence,        .        .        .        . 

Five  hundred  [and]  twenty-three  pounds  three 
shillings  and  tenpence,   .        .        . 

Eight  hundred  [and]  seventy  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  eightpence,         .        .        .        . 

Five  hundred  [and]  twenty-one  pounds  one 
shilling  and  sixpence 

F'our  hundred  [and]  fifty-one  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  cightpence,        .        .        .        . 

Four  hundred  [and]  ninety  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Four  hundred  [and]  eighty-eight  pounds  seven- 
teen shillings  and  sixpence,    .        .        .        . 

Three  hundred  [and]  fifty-eight  pounds  ten 
shillings  and  fotirpence,  .        .        .        . 

One  hundred  [and]  nineteen  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Four  hundred  [and]  ninety-eight  pounds  seven- 
teen shillings  and  tenpence,    .        .        .        . 

Eight  hundred  [and]  sixty-nine  pounds  eleven 
shillings  and  twopence, 

Four  hundred  [and}  thirty -seven  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  fourpence,  .        .        .        . 

Five  hundred  [and]  fifty-three  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  and  fourpence, .        .        .        . 

Three  hundred  [and]  twenty-one  pounds  five 
sliillings  and  twopence, 

Two  hundred  [and]  fifty-nine  pounds  three 
shillings  and  fourpence,  .... 

Two  hundred  [and]  seven  pounds  six  shillings 
and  cightpence 

Two  hundred  [.-ind]  eighty-two  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  sixpeiiec, 

Two  hundred  [and]  forty  pounds,    . 

Two  hundred  [and]  thirty  pounds  five  shillings 
and  fourpence, 


£1,360 

17s. 

lOd. 

1,421 

18 

2 

630 

12 

8 

1,417 

6 

4 

504 

11 

4 

596 

1 

8 

464 

1 

4 

669 

15 

8 

319 

12 

8 

710 

5 

6 

250 

10 

6 

180 

1 

4 

1,011 

16 

6 

735 

2 

4 

470 

16 

4 

280 

15 

2 

319 

7 

4 

311 

5 

4 

385 

15 

8 

523 

3 

10 

870 

12 

8 

521 

1 

6 

451 

7 

8 

490 

5 

2 

488 

17 

6 

358 

10 

4 

119 

6 

6 

498 

17 

10 

869 

11 

2 

437 

12 

4 

553 

19 

4 

321 

5 

2 

259 

3 

4 

207 

6 

8 

282 
240 

18 
0 

6 
0 

230 
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Asbfield,  . 
Worthington, 
Shutesbury, 
Chesterfield, 
South  wick, 
Suffield,   . 
Enfield,    . 
Somers,   . 
Ludlow,  . 
Norwich, . 


Two  hundred  [and]  sixty  two  pounds  thirteen 

shillings  and  sixpence, 

One  hundred   [and]    thirty-one  pounds  four 

shillings,  . 

Two  hundred  [and]  eighty-one  pounds  sixteen 

shillings  and  tenpcnce 

Four    hundred     [and]     twenty-four    pounds 

ei[!]ghteen  shillings  and  sixpence. 
Three  hundred  [and]  seventy-six  pounds  one 

shilling  and  twopence, 

One  thousand  six  hundred    [and]  twenty-six 

pounds  five  shillings  and  fourpence. 
Nine  hundred  [and]  ninety-three  pounds  nine 

shillings  and  fourpence, 

Seven    hundred     [and]     eighty -two    pounds 

eighteen  shillings, 

One  hundred    [and]  ninety-two  pounds,  four 

shillings  and  fourpence,  .         .        .        .        . 
Eighty  pounds  three  shillings  and  twopence, 


Twenty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  [and]  sev^ 
enteen  pounds  two  shillings  and  eightpence. 


£262 

13s. 

6d. 

131 

4 

0 

281 

16 

10 

424 

18 

6 

376 

1 

2 

1,626 

5 

4 

993 

9 

4 

782 

18 

0 

192 
80 

4 
3 

4 
2 

£24,917 

2s 

8d. 

IN  THE  COUNTY   OF  PLYMOUTH. 


Plymouth, 
Scituate,  . 

Duxbury, 

Marshfield, 

Bridg  [e]  water, 

]Vliddleboro[M^A], 

Rochester, 

Plyrapton, 

Pembroke, 

Kingston, 

Hanover, . 

Abington, 
Halifax,  . 

Wareham, 


One  thousand  five  hundred  ninety-seven 
pounds  thirteen  shillings,       .        .        .        . 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  forty  pounds  four- 
teen shillings  and  fourpence,  . 

Eight  hundred  fifteen  pounds  and  twopence. 

Nine  hundred  fifty  pounds  eleven  shillings 
and  twopence, 

Three  thousand  two  hundred  seventy-three 
pounds  six  shillings  and  sixpence, 

Two  thousand  seven  hundred  ninet.y-seven 
pounds  seven  shillings  and  eightpence, . 

One  thousand  three  hundred  fifty-seven  pounds 
eighteen  shillings  and  sixpence,     . 

One  thousand  [and]  thirty-eight  pounds  fif- 
teen shillings  and  sixpence,    . 

One  thousand  one  hundred  eighty-nine  pounds 
four  shillings 

Six  hundred  ninety-five  pounds  fourteen  shil 
lings  and  twopence,         .... 

Six  hundi-ed  forty-seven  pounds  seven  shil 
lings  and  eightpence,       .... 

Eight  hundred  thirty-two  pounds  six  shillings. 

Four  huncked  twenty-five  pounds  fourteen 
shillings  and  tenpence 

Four  hundred  [and]  six  pounds  sixteen  shil 
lings  and  tenpcnce, .        .        .        . 


Eighteen  thousand  two  hundred   sixty-eight 
pounds  ten  shillings  and  fourpence. 


£1,597    13s.    Od. 


2,240    14 
815      0 


950  11  2 

3,273  6  6 

2,797  7  8 

1,357  18  6 

1,038  15  6 

1,189  4  0 

695  14  2 


647  7  8 

832  6  0 

425  14  10 

406  16  10 


£18,268    10s.    id. 


IN  THE  COUNTY   OF  BARNSTABLE. 


Barnstable, 
Sandwich, 
Yarmouth, 
Eastham, 


One  thousand  six  hundred  sixty  nine  pounds 
fifteen  shillings  and  fourpence, 

One  thousand  three  hundred  [and]  six  pounds 
one  shilling  and  tenpence,       .        .        .  ~      . 

One  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  seventy-eight 
pounds  eighteen  sliillings  and  tenpence. 

Eight  hundred  seventy-one  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings,         '  . 


£1,669  15s.    4rf. 

1,306      1     10 

1,178  18    10 

871  9      0 
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Barnstable  County  —  Concluded. 


Harwich, . 
Wellfleet, 
Chatham, 
Truro,  . 
Falmouth, 


One  thousand  [and]  fifty-two  pounds  seven- 
teen shillings  and  fourpence 

Six  hundred  eighty-nine  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  ten  pence, 

Four  hundred  tifty-five  pounds  nineteen  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Five  hundred  seventy-four  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Nine  hundred  fifty-eight  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 


Eight  thousand    seven  hundred    [and]  fifty- 
eight  pounds  five  shillings  and  sixpence, 


£1,052  17s.   4d. 

689  9    10 

455  19    10 

574  15      2 

958  18      4 


£8,758      5s.    6d. 


IN   THE   COUNTY   OF   BRISTOL. 


Taunton, . 

Rehoboth, 

Swan[s]  [3]ey, 

Dartmouth, 

Norton,    . 

Mansfield, 
Attleborough, 

Dighton,  . 

Freetown, 

Raynham, 

Easton,    . 

Berkley,  . 


Two  thousand  [and]  fifty-nine  pounds  eleven 
shillings  and  fourpence 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty-two  pounds 
four  shillings  and  fourpence, .... 

One  thousand  one  hundred  ninety-two  pounds 
fourteen  shillings  and  twopence,    . 

Four  thousand  four  hundred  fifty-two  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  and  twopence. 

Nine  hundred  thirty-four  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

Six  hundred  [and]  eight  pounds  ten  shillings, 

One  thousand  five  hundred  [and]  seventeen 
pounds  four  shillings  and  twopence, 

Eight  hundred  sixty-nine  pounds  and  four- 
pence,       

One  thousand  [and]  thirteen  pounds  nine  shil- 
linffs, 

Six  hundred  thirty-'Six  pounds  six  shillings 
and  twopence, 

Seven  hundred  [and]  ten  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Four  hundred  ninety-five  pounds  two  shillings 
and  fourpence, 

Seventeen  thousand  [and]  seventy-two  pounds 
twelve  shillings  and  fourpence. 


£2,059  Us.   4rf. 

2,582  4  4 

1,192  14  2 

4,452  16  2 

934  17    10 

608  10  0 

1,517  4  2 

869  0  4 

1,013  9  0 

636  6  2 

710  16  6 

495  2  4 


£17,072    12s.   4d. 


York,  . 
Kittery,  . 
Wells,  . 
Berwick,  . 

Arundell, 

Biddeford, 

Pepper  [i][e]lbo. 

ro  \i(g}i\ , 
Lebanon, . 

Sandford, 

Buxton,   . 

Fryeburgh, 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK. 


Two  thousand  [and]  twenty-three  Vounds 
eighteen  shillings  and  sixpence,    . 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  twenty-one  pounds 
eleven  shillings, 

One  thousand  five  hundred  seventy-nine 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eightpencc. 

Two  thousand  three  luindred  ninety-six  pounds 

•    four  shillings  and  fourpence,  . 

Seven  hundred  [and]  twenty  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Eight  hundred  thirty-three  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Six  hundred  [and]  seven  pounds  three  shil- 
lings,         

Two  hundred  twenty-four  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

Two  hundred  seventeen  pounds  six  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

One  hundred  ninety-three  pounds  five  shillings 
and  tenpence, 

Eighty-five  pounds, 

Eleven  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  two 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eightpence. 


£2,023  18s.    6d. 

2,221  11      0 

1,579  16 

2,396  4 

720  5 

833  7 

607  3 

224  17    10 

217  6      6 

193  5    10 

85  0      0 


£11,102    16s.   8d. 
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IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DUKES  COUNTY. 


Edgarto[?o]n,  . 

Six  hundred  thirty-one  pounds  fourteen  shil- 

lings and  sixpence, 

£631 

14s. 

6rf. 

Chilmark, 

Seven   hundred  eii^hty  pounds  nine  shillings 

and  sixiiencc, 

780 

9 

6 

Tisbury,  . 

Five  hundred  seventv-three  pounds  two  shil- 

lings and  tenpence, 

573 

2 

10 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  eighty-tive  pounds 

six  shillings  and  tenpence,     .... 

£1,985 

6s. 

lOrf. 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  NANTUCKET. 


Sherborne, 


Three  thousand  [and]  fifty-eight  pounds  three 
shillings  and  fourpence,  .        .        .        . 


£3,058      3s.    id. 


IN   THE   COUNTY   OF  WORCESTER. 


Worcester, 

Lancaster, 

Mendon,  . 

Brookfield, 

Oxford,    . 

Charlton, . 
Sutton,     . 

Leicester, 

Spencer,  . 

Rutland, . 

Paxton,   . 

Oakham, . 

BaiTc,      . 

Hubbardston, 
Nevir  Braintree, 

Southborough, 

Westborough, . 

Northborough, 

Shrewsbury, 

Lunenburgh, 

Fitchburgh, 

Uxbridge, 

Harvard, . 

Dudley,   . 


One  thousand  six  hundred  [and]  fifty-five 
pounds  three  shillings  and  twopence,    . 

Two  thousand  [and]  sixty-two  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

One  thousand  five  hundred  thirty  pounds 
nineteen  shillings  and  sixpence,     . 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  eighty-four  pounds 
ten  shillings  and  twopence,     .        .        .        . 

Seven  hundred  fifteen  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  twopence, 

Seven  hundred  twenty  pounds, . 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  seventy-one 
pounds  eleven  shillings  and  twopence,  . 

Seven  hundred  twenty-eight  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  fourpence, 

Six  hundred  thirty-three  pounds  one  shilling 
and  fourpence, 

Nine  hundred  fifty-fOur  pounds  six  shillings 
and  eightpence, 

Four  hundred  seventeen  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Two  hundred  eighty-eight  pounds  six  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

Eight 'hundred  thirty-seven  pounds  fourteen 
sliillings, 

One  hundred  sixty-six  pounds  and  twopence. 

Six  hundred  fifty-seven  pounds  eighteen  shit- 
lings  and  twopence,        ..... 

Seven  hundred  thrrty-seven  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Seven  hundred  fifty-two  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Five  hundred  [and]  eight  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

One  thousand  three  hundred  ninety-seven 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  fourpence. 

One  thousand  [and]  twenty-one  pounds  five 
shillings  and  sixpence, 

Three  hundred  forty-eight  pounds  ten  shillings 
and  fourpence, 

Seven  hundred  twenty-four  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

One  thousand  [and]  two  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  eightpence 

Six  hundred  forty-four  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  twopence, .        .        .        . 


£1,655 

OS 

.   2d 

2,062 

12 

10 

1,530 

19 

6 

1,984 

10 

2 

715 
720 

8 
0 

2 
0 

1,971 

11 

2 

728 

7 

4 

633 

1 

4 

954 

6 

8 

417 

12 

10 

288 

6 

6 

837 
166 

14 
0 

0 
2 

657 

18 

2 

737 

10 

10 

752 

18 

10 

508 

12 

4 

1,397 

12 

4 

1,021 

5 

6 

348 

10 

4 

724 

7 

6 

1,002 

7 

8 

644 

8 

2 
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Worcester  County  —  Concluded. 


Bolton,     . 

Upton, 

Sturbridge, 

Leominster, 

Hardwick, 

Hold[i][c]n, 

Western, . 

Douglass, 

Grafton,  . 

Petersham, 

Royalston, 

Westminster, 
Athol,      . 

Tenipleton, 

Princeton 

Ashburnham, 

Winchendon, 
Woodstock, 

Northbridge,   . 


Nine  hundred  sixty-one  pounds  one  shilling 
and  sixpence, 

Three  hundred  ninety-four  pounds  three  shil- 
lings,         

Eight  hundred  ninety-nine  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Seven  hundred  tifty-four  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

One  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  two  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  and  twopence, 

Five  hundred  twenty-five  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

Six  hundred  ninety-six  pounds  four  shillings 
and  tenpence, 

Four  hundred  thirty-three  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Seven  hundred  forty-one  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  fonrpence, 

Seven  hundred  forty-eight  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  lourpcnce,        .        .        .        .        . 

One  hundred  sixty  pounds  twelve  shillings  and 
sixpence, 

Six  hundred  thirty-five  pounds  ten  shillings,  . 

Four  hundred  ten  pounds  twelve  shillings  and 
fourpence, 

Five  hundred  [and]  two  pounds  two  shillings 
and  eightpence, 

Four  hundred  seventy  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence,"      

Two  hundred  twenty-six  pounds  four  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

One  hundred  eighty-six  pounds  and  twopence, 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  fourteen  pounds 
eleven  shillings  and  tenpence, 

Two  hundred  sixty-seven  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings  

Thirty-four  thousand  four  hundred  [and] 
ninety-four  pounds  one  shilling  and  twopence. 


£961 

Is 

6d. 

394 

3 

0 

899 

4 

2 

754 

16 

6 

1,102 

16 

2 

525 

17 

10 

696 

4 

10 

433 

16 

8 

741 

17 

4 

748 

12 

4 

160 
635 

12 
10 

6 
0 

410 

12 

4 

502 

2 

8 

470 

16 

4 

226 

186 

4 
0 

6 
2 

1,914 

11 

10 

267 

15 

0 

£34,494      \s.    2d. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 


Falmouth, 

North  Yarmouth, 

Cape  Elizabeth, 

Gorham,  . 

Brunswick, 

Harpswell, 

Windham, 

New  Glocester, 

Scarborough,  . 
Pearsontown, . 

New  Boston,   . 


One  thousand  three  hundred  twenty-four 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  tenpence. 

Nine  hundred  eighty-seven  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Nine  hundred  eighty  pounds  four  shillings  and 
tenpence, 

Five  hundred  twenty-five  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  fourpence,        .        .        .        .        . 

Five  hundred  thirty-one  pounds  five  shillings 
and  tenpence 

Four  hundred  fifty-five  pounds  one  shilling 
and  fourpence, 

Two  hundred  twenty-nine  pounds  four  shil- 
lings,         

One  hundred  ninety-three  pounds  five  shillings 
and  tenpence, 

One  thousand  [and]  eight  pounds  one  shilling. 

One  hundred  sixteen  pounds  twelve  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

Seventy-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four- 
pence,       

Six  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  twenty-eight 
pounds  six  shillings  and  twopence. 


£1,324 

19s 

Idd. 

987 

5 

4 

980 

4 

10 

525 

12 

4 

531 

5 

10 

455 

1 

4 

229 

4 

0 

193 
1,008 

5 

1 

10 
0 

116 

12 

6 

76 

13 

4 

£6,428      6s.    2d. 
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IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN, 


Pownalborough, 

Georgetown,    . 

Newcastle, 

Woolwich, 

Topshara, 

Bowd[a]  [o]inhain, 

Boothbay, 
Bristol,  '  . 

Vassalborough, 

Winthrop, 

Winslow, 

■Waldoborough, 

Edgecomb, 

Hallowell, 

Belfast,    . 
Warren,  . 

Thomasto[w]n, 

The  lower  town  of 

St.  Georges 
Gardnerstown, 

Medamcook,  . 


Seven  hundred  twenty-two  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Nine  hundred  fifty-three  pounds  ten  shillings 
and  fourpence, 

Two  hundred  eighty-nine  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  cightpence, 

Three  hundred  [and]  nine  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  fourpence 

Three  hundred  [and]  eight  pounds  six  shil- 
lings,         

One  hundred  fourteen  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  twopence, 

Three  hundred  sixty  pounds  and  fourpence,    . 

Three  hundred  seventy-nine  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

One  hundred  [and]  twelve  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

Eighty-six  pounds  two  shillings  and  four- 
pence,       .        .        ; 

Eighty-eight  pounds  eleven  shillings. 

Two  hundred  fifty  pounds  and  fourpence. 

Sixty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  eight- 
pence,       

One  hundred  twenty-four  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  [two]  [<e»] pence,     .... 

Thirty-seven  pounds  ten  shillings,    • 

One  hundred  forty -five  pounds  fifteen  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

One  hundred  twenty-three  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  twopence 

One  hundred  twenty-three  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

One  hundred  fifty-six  pounds  seventeen  shil- 
lings,         

One  hundred  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and 
fourpence, 

Pour  thousand  eight  hundred  fifty-five  pounds 
five  shillings  and  cightpence, 


£722  8s. 

6d. 

953  10 

4 

289  12 

8 

309  18 

4 

308  6 

0 

114  13 
360   0 

2 

4 

379  16 

10 

112  16 

10 

86  2 

88  11 

250  0 

4 
0 
4 

66  13 

8 

124  9 
37  10 

[2]^10] 

145  15 

6 

123  12 

2 

123  12 

2 

156  17 

0 

100  19 

4 

£4,855    5s. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 


Sheffield, . 
Great  Barrington, 

Partridgefield, 

Williamstown, 

New  Marlborough, 

Lanesborough, 

Pittsfield, 

Lenox, 

Stockbridge,    . 

Egremont, 

Tyringham,     . 

Sandisfield, 
Becket,    . 


One  thousand  [and]  eighty-six  pounds  six 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

Four  hundred  fifty-three  pounds  ten  shillings 
and  tenpence, 

One  hundred  forty  pounds  eighteen  [shillings] 
and  fourpence, 

Four  hundred  pounds  one  shilling  and  eight- 
pence,       

Six  hundred  [and]  twelve  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Six  hundred  forty-three  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings,         

Five  hundred  [and]  nine  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  elevenpence, 

Two  hundred  ninety  pounds  nine  shillings  and 
eightpence, 

Three  hundred  forty-six  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings,       . 

Two  hundred  fifty-one  pounds  one  shilling 
and  fourpence, 

Two  hundred  fifty-nine  pounds  fourteen  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Four  hundred  fifty-three  pounds,      .   '     . 

One  hundred  eighty-one  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  fourpence, 


£1,086  6s.  lOrf. 

453  10  10 

140  18      4 

400  1      8 

612  5      8 

643  12      0 

509  13  1  [1*] 

290  9  [8*] 

346  13      0 

251  1      4 

259  14      2 

453  0      0 

181  8      4 


*  Engrossment  mntilated. 
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Berkshire  County  —  Concluded. 


Gageborough, . 
Hancock, 

Richmond, 

Loudon,   . 

Washington,    . 
West  Stockbridge, 

Alfred,*   . 

East  Hoosuck, 

Plantation  No.  5, 

Plantation  No.  7, 


Two  hundred  ten  pounds  seventeen  shillings, . 

Two  hundred  eighteen  pounds  two  shillings 
and  eiglitpence 

Four  hundred  tifty-one  pounds  seven  shillings 
and  eightpence, 

Forty-eight  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  ten- 
pence,       

Fifty-eight  pounds  and  tenpence. 

One  hutuircd  seventy -three  pounds  six  shillings 
and  fon»i>ence, 

One  liiindred  eighty-one  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  fourpcnce, 

Two  hundred  [and]  five  pounds  three  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

One  hundred  twenty-nine  pounds  eleven  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

One  hundred  twenty-nine  pounds  eleven  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Seven  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  thirty-four 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  threepence,  . 


£210  17s.   Orf. 

218  2      8 

451  7      8 

48  11     10 

58  0    10 


173  6 

181  8 

205  3 

129  11 

129  11 


£7,434    17s.   3d. 


SUMS  TOTAL. 


Suffolk,    . 

Essex, 

Middlesex, 

Hampshire, 

Plymouth, 

Barnstable, 

Bristol,    . 

York, 

Dukes  County, 

Nantucket, 

Worcester, 

Cumberland, 

Lincoln,   . 

Berkshire, 


Forty  thousand  seven  hundred  seventy-eight 

pounds, 

Forty-three  thousand  five  hundred  [and]  two 

pounds  one  shilling  and  eightpence. 
Thirty-two  thousand  [and]  sixty-three  pounds 

eight  shillings  and  twopence. 
Twenty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  seventeen 

pounds  two  shillings  and  eightpence,    . 
Eighteen  thousand  two  hundred  sixty-eight 

pounds  ten  shillings  and  fourpence, 
Eightthousand  seven  hundred  fifty-eight  pounds 

five  shillings  and  sixpence,     .        . 
Seventeen  thousand  [artd]  seventy -two  pounds 

twelve  shillings  and  fourpence, 
Eleven    thousand    one    hundred    [and]    two 

pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eightpence. 
One  thousand  nine  hundred  eighty-five  pounds 

six  shfllings  and  tenpence,     .... 
Three  thousand  [and]  fifty-eight  pounds  three 

shillings  and  fourpence,  .... 

Thirty -four  thousand  four  hundred  ninety-four 

pounds  one  shilling  and  twopence. 
Six  thousand  four  hundred  twenty-eight  pounds 

six  shillings  and  [two]  [/b^H  pence. 
Four  thonsaiid  eight  hundred  fifty -five  pounds 

five  shillings  and  eightpence, .... 
Seven    thousand     four    hundred    thirty-four 

pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  threepence    . 


Two  hundred  fifty-four  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred [and]  eighteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings 
and  elevenpence, 


£40,778  Os. 

Orf. 

43,502  1 

8 

32,063  8 

2 

24,917  2 

8 

18,268  10 

4 

8,758  5 

6 

17,072  12 

4 

11,102  16 

8 

1,985  6 

10 

3,058  3 

4 

34,494  1 

2 

6,428  6 

:m^ 

4,855  5 

8 

7,434  17 

3 

£254,718 16s.     lid. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]  That  the  ti^easurer  do  forthwith  send  his  warrant,  di- 
rected to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place, 
within  this  state,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess 
the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner  follow- 
ing ;    that  is  to  say,  to  assess   all  male  polls  above  the  age  of  six- 


•  Sie:  Alford. 
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teen  years,  within  their  respective  towns  or  other  place[s]  next  ad- 
joining to  thei^,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  phice,  including  negroes 
and  molattoes  (and  such  of  them  as  are  under  the  government  of  a 
master  or  mistress, to  be  taxed  to  the  said  master  or  mistress,  respec- 
tively, in  the  same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are  taxed) ,  at 
twenty  shillings  ;  and  to  assess  the  remainder  of  the  sum  set  to  each 
town  (after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  sums  assessed  to  the  polls  as 
aforesaid)  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  towns  or  places  as  aforesaid,  ac- 
cording to  the  proportion  of  the  just  value  of  the  whole  real  estate  by 
each  inhabitant  of  such  town  or  place,  respectively,  possessed  in  his 
own  right,  or  in  the  right  of  others,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  im- 
proved or  not  improved ;  and  on  the  non-resident  possessors  of  real 
estate,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  in  their  own  right,  or  in  the  right 
of  others,  improved  or  not  improved :  saving  all  agreements  between 
landlords  and  tenants,  and  where  no  agreement  is,  the  landlord  to  re- 
imburse one-half  of  the  tax ;  and  also  on  the  inhabitants  of  such  town 
or  place,  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  amount  and  just  value  of 
their  whole  personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest  more  than  they 
pay  interest  for,  debts  due  to  them,  not  on  interest,  monies  of  all  kinds 
in  hand  more  than  they  are  indebted,  and  also  the  amount  of  the  just 
value  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  vessels  of 
all  sorts,  with  their  stores,appurt[u]  [ejnances  and  appendages,  plate, 
horses,  oxen,  and  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  grain  of 
all  sorts,  and  all  kinds  of  produce  of  the  laud,  and  of  all  other  property 
whatsoever  (excepting  hous[e]hold  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farm- 
ing utensi[a]ls  and  the  tools  of  mechanicks),of  which  they  were  pos- 
sessed on  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  according  to  the  price  of  such  real  and  personal  es- 
tate, on  the  said  first  day  of  November;  and  on  the  amount  of  their 
income  from  any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  [i][(^]mploy- 
meut ;  and  also  on  the  amounts  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained  by 
trading  by  sea  and  [on]  shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising 
from  the  war,  and  the  necessities  of  the  community,  according  to  the 
lists  ordered  to  be  taken  for  assessing  the  tax  for  which  such  lists 
were  taken,  —  making  such  alterations  therein  as  the  present  circum- 
stances of  any  persons  or  the  value  of  the  several  kinds  of  estate  may 
require  (or  to  take  new  lists  if  they  shall  think  it  necessary)  :  likewise 
requiring  the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessments,  setting 
forth,  in  distinct  columns,  against  each  person's  name,  how  much  he  oi 
she  is  assessed  at  for  polls,  and  how  much  for  real  estate,  and  how 
much  for  personal  estate  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  as  guardian,  or  for  any 
estate  in  his  or  her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed  ; 
and  the  list  or  lists  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  to  commit  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  consta 
bles,  of  any  such  town  or  place,  aud  to  return  a  certificate  of  the  namo 
or  names  of  such  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  with 
the  sum  total  to  each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself,  sometime  be- 
fore the  thirtieth  day  of  April  next. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  receipt  of  such 
certificate,  is  hereby  irapowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his  warrants 
to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  such  town  or 
place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to  collect  the  whole  of  each 
respective  sum[.s]  assessed  on  each  particular  person,  and  to  pay  in 
their  collections,  and  to  issue  their  accounts  of  the  whole,  at  or  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord' one  thousand  seven 
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hundred  and  seventy-eight :  provided^  that  the  owners  of  unimproved 
land  shall  pay  the  tax  that  may  be  assessed  thereon,  though  the  same 
may  not  be  in  their  immediate  possession,  any  agreement  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  previous  to  the  knowledge  of  this  act  made,  not- 
withstanding. 

Provided^  7ievertheJess, — 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  following  persons;  vizi^'^,  the  president,  fel- 
lows, professors,  tutors,  librarian  and  students  of  Har[w]['v]ard  Col- 
lege, who  have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  settled  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  grammer -school  masters,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  their 
polls  or  their  estates,  unless  their  real  estate  be  not  under  their  actual 
management  and  improvement,  or  not  in  the  parishes  where  they  are 
settled ;  and  also  all  persons  who  have  the  management  and  improve- 
ment of  the  estate  belonging  to  Har[w]['«]ard  College,  are  not  to  be 
assessed  for  the  same  ;  and  other  persons,  if  such  there  be,  who,  through 
age,  infirmity  or  extreme  poverty,  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors,  are 
not  able  to  pay  towards  the  public  charges,  they  may  exempt  their 
polls  or  estates,  or  abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  they  on  their 
oath  shall  think  just  and  equitable.  And  where  no  person  appears 
to  discharge  the  taxes  on  non-resident  proprietors'  unimproved  land,  to 
the  collector,  he  shall  publish,  in  all  the  Boston  newspapers,  three 
weeks  successively,  the  names  of  all  such  proprietors,  where  they  are 
known,  with  the  sum  of  the  taxes  assessed  on  theu' lands,  respectively, 
and  where  they  are  not  known,  the  sum  of  the  taxes  on  the  several 
rights  or  divisions,  and  post  the  same  in  the  town  where  the  said  land 
lays,  for  the  term  of  one  month  ;  and  if  no  person  shall  appear  there- 
upon to  discharge  said  taxes,  in  such  case  the  constable  or  collector 
shall  proceed  to  sell  so  much  only  of  said  unimproved  land  as  will  be 
sufficient  to  discharge  said  taxes  and  intervening  charges  ;  and,  having 
given  notice  of  the  intended  sale  thereof,  and  the  time  and  place  where 
it  will  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein,  above*  directed, for 
giving  notice  to  the  proprietors  of  their  taxes,  shall  sell  the  same,  at 
public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  shall  give  and  execute  a  deed 
thereof  to  the  purchaser,  expressing  therein  the  cause  of  such  sale : 
saving  to  the  original  proprietor  the  right  of  redemption  of  any  lauds 
so  sold,  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the  time  of  sale  ;  and  the 
same  shall  be  reconveyed  to  him  or  them  on  paying,  within  three 
years,  the  sum  such  land[s]  sold  for,  and  twelve  p[e/-]  c[e?ijt  inter- 
est on  said  sum. 

Provided.,  nevertheless, — 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  the  army,, 
shall  be  cousider[e]d  as  resident  in  the  several  towns  and  other  places 
to  which  they  belonged  at  the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army,  their 
absence  notwithstanding  ;  and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and 
other  places  in  this  state,  shall  consider  such  officers  and  soldiers  as 
resident  in  such  town  or  place,  and  tax  them  accordingly  :  provided, 
that  such  as  are  engaged  in  the  Continental  Army,  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  or  during  the  war,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  exempted 
from  their  poll  ta:^. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  ^ 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place,  respec- 
tively, where  new  lists  are  to  be  taken,  in  convenient  time  before  the 
making  the  assessment,  shall  give  seasonable  warning  to  the  inhab- 
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itants,  m  a  town  meeting,  or  by  posting  up  notifications  in  some  public 
place  or  places  in  such  town  or  other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants 
some  other  way,  to  give  and  bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  perfect 
lists  of  their  polls,  and  of  all  the  real  and  personal  estate  they  were 
possessed  of  on  the  first  day  of  November  last,  —  viz^'^ ,  houses,  lands, 
and  all  real  estate,  whether  improved  or  not  improved,  and  the  just 
value  of  the  same,  —  to  the  assessors  of  the  town  or  place  where  such 
houses,  lands  and  other  real  estate  lay  ;  distinguishing  those  in  the 
management  and  possession  of  some  other  persons,  as  also  the 
amount  of  all  their  personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest  more 
than  they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due,  not  on  interest,  [riioie  titan  tJnij 
are  indebted  for']  ;  and  of  monies  of  all  kinds,  in  hand,  [more  than  they 
are  indebted  for],  and  also  the  amount  of  the  just  value  of  all  goods, 
wares  [a?td]  merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  horses,  plate,  oxen,  cows, 
cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all 
kinds  of  produce  of  the  land,  and  of  all  other  property  w[/ia]tsoever 
(excepting  houshold  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farming  utensils  and 
the  tools  of  mechanicks),  more  than  they  [are]  [^cpre]  indebted  on  the 
said  first  day  of  November,  according  to  the  current  price  of  such  real 
and  personal  estate  on  the  said  first  day  of  November ;  and  of  the 
amount  of  their  income  from  any  p[?']o[ss][/]ession,  faculty,  handi- 
craft, trade  or  employment :  and  also  of  the  amount  of  all  incomes 
and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  and  on  shore,  and  by  means  of 
advantages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the  necessities  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  which  they  are  to  render  to  the  assessors, on  oath,  if  required  ; 
which  oath  eitlier  of  said  assessors  are  hereby  impowered  to  admin- 
ister. And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  upon  such  notice  given, 
neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in  to  the  assessors  the  list  of  the[//-]  polls 
and  rat[e]able  estate,  according  to  the  d[i][e]scription  thereof  before 
given,  which  they  were  possessed  of  on  the  said  first  day  of  November, 
or  shall  bring  in  a  false  list  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof  before  the 
said  assessors,  it  shall  [be  allowed]  [6e  lawfiif]  to  and  for  the  assess- 
ors, and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  assess  such  person  or  persons, 
according  to  the  best  judgment  and  estimation  they  can  form  of  the 
real  and  personal  estate  of  [the]  said  person,  according  to  the 
d[i][e]scription  before  given.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estate [s]  as  aforesaid  to  the  assessors,  he 
or  they  so  neglecting  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make  application  to 
the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any  abatement  of  the  assessment 
laid  on  him  or  them. 

[Sect.  7.]  And  if  the  person  be  not  convicted  of  any  falsehood 
in  the  list,  by  him  presented,  of  the  polls,  renl  and  personal  estate,  such 
list  shall  be  a  rule  for  such  person's  proportions  to  the  tax  which  the 
assessors  may  not  exceed. 

Provided,  neoertheless, — 

[Sect.  8.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend 
so  as  to  require  any  assessors  to  assess  any  person,  for  an[y]  estate 
real  or  personal,  in  his  possession,  that  is  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them. 

Provide!,  also,  — 
'  And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  the  particular  sum  assessed  to  each  town  or  place, 
shall  not  be  considered  as  the  exaot  proportion  of  such  town  or  jilace, 
but,  being  i)aid  into  the  treasury,  shall  be  placed  to  their  resi)ective 
credit  unl;il[l]   the  quotas  shall  be  finally  ascertained   and   adjusted 
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agreeable  to  the  settlement  upon  the  next  valuation  ;  and  if  it  shall 
then  appear  that  any  town  or  place  has  been  assessed  more  than 
its  just  proportion  of  this  tax,  the  surplus  shall  be  deducted  out  of  the 
sum  at  which  such  town  or  place  shall  be  assessed  in  the  tax  next 
after  such  surplus  shall  be  made  to  appear  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that 
any  town  or  place  has  been  assessed  at  less  than  its  just  proportion, 
such  deficiency  shall  be  added  to  the  tax  at  which  such  town  or  place 
shall  be  assessed  in  the  next  assessment  after  such  deficiency  shall  ap- 
pear :  said  surplus[sj  or  deficiency  to  be  adjusted  by  the  general 
court.     [Passed  March  9,  1778. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Rox- 
BURY,*  ON  the  First  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1778. 


CHAPTER     27. 

AN    ACT    FOR    THE    FURTHER    PROLONGING    THE  TIME   FOR  CALLING 
IN   THE   BILLS   OF   CREDIT  OF   THIS    STATE,   NOT   ON   INTEREST. 

Preamble.  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  court  that  the  time  limit [^]ed  by  a  late 

7  and  u!^^^*^"^*  J^tit.  for  Calling  in  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  state,  and  issuing  treasury 

notes  therefor,  for  several  reasons,  has  not  been  sufficient  for  that 

purpose,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 

General  Court  asse^nbled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
Prolonging  the         [Sect.  1.]     That  the  time  for  calling  in  said  bills,  and  exchanging 
rn°thi°bins'of"^    them  for  treasurer's  notes,  be  prolonged  to  the  first  day  of  June  next, 
credit,  of  this      and  that  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  exchange  said 

bills  accordingly,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  — 
Notes  to  bear  [Sect.  2.]  That  all  notcs  which  shall  be  issued  by  the  treasur[er]  [?/], 

d'ly'o^/Apri'ifin-  for  any  sums  of  this  state's  money  which  he  may  receive  by  virtue  of 
slant,  at  the  time  l\y^^  ^ct  after  the  last  day  of  April,  instant,  shall  bear  date  at  the 
shall  receive  the  time  such  sum  shall  bc  received  by  the  treasurer.     [Passed  Jpn7  3, 

same.  jjjg^ 


CHAPTER    28. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  A  PARISH  LATELY  SET  OFF  FROM  THE  TOWNS 
OF  WORCESTER,  SUTTON,  OXFORD  AND  LEICESTER,  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF    WORCESTER,   INTO    A   TOWN    BY   THE    NAME   OF    WARD. 

Preamble.  Whereas   the    inhal)itants  of   the    parish  lately  set  off   from  the 

towns  of  Worcester,  Sutton,  Oxford  and  Leicester,  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  have  represented  to  tliis  court  the  great  difficulties  and 

*  At  the  nieeting-Iiouse,  in  the  niidtlle  precinct. 
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inconveDienc[i]es  they  labour  under  in  their  present  s[c]ituation, 
and  have  earnestly  requested  that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Ward, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and  it  hereby  is  enacted  by  the  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  in,  General  (Jourt  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  said  parish,  now  to  be  incorporated  into  a  Boundaries  of 
town  by  the  name  of  Ward,  shall  be  bounded  as  follows  ;  \\z^^^.,  be-  towncaii^'d^*^^ 
ginning  at  a  heap  of  stones  in  the  line  between  Sutton  and  Oxford,  Ward. 
and  from  thence,  running,  north,  thirty-five   degrees    east,  upon  the 
Sutton  line,  twelve  hundred  and  forty-four  rods,  to  a  heap  of  stones  ; 
from  thence,  north,  sixteen  degrees  west,  upon  Worcester  line,  two 
hundred   and  eighty-eight  rods,  to  a  heap  of  stones  ;    from  thence, 
north,    thirty-two  degrees    west,   upon  Worcester  line,    eighty  rods, 
to  a  heap  of  stones  ;  from  thence,  north,  eleven  degrees  west,  upon 
Worcester   line,    one  hundred   and  seventy-four  rods,   to  a  heap  of 
stones;  from  thence,  west,  three  degrees  south,  partly  on  Worcester, 
and  partly  on  Leicester  lines,  nine  hundred  and  twenty- four  rods,  to  a 
heap  of   stones  ;    from  thence,  south,   forty-three  degrees  west,   on 
Leicester  line,  three  hundred  and  twenty  rods,  to  a  gr[a][c]y-oak: 
tree  ;  from  thence,  north,  thirty-three  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  west, 
upon  Leicester  line,  five  hundred  and  sixty  rods,  to  a  hea])  of  stones  ; 
from  thence,  partly  on  a  gore,  and  partly  on  the  Oxf[or*]d  line,  five 
hundred  a[//f/*]  sixty-seven  rods,  to  a  heap  of  stones  ;  from  thence, 
east,  forty  degrees  south,  on  Oxford  line,  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  rods,  to  a  white-pine  tree  ;  and  from  thence,  east,  six  degrees 
south,  upon  Oxford  line,  three  hundred  and  seventy  rods,  to  the  first- 
mentioned  heap  of  stones:  which  described  plot  of  ground  contains  Number  of 
eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  is  hereby  erected  ^*"'''*' 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Ward. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Samuel  Curtis,  the  widow  Mary  Biggelow,  Dan-  ProviBo. 
iel  Biggelow,  William  Elder,  John  Elder,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Benjamin 
Chapin,  Eli  Chapin,  Joseph  Clark,  Moses  Bancroft,  John  Savory, 
Lev[i][?/]  Stone,  Abel  Holman,  Stephen  Hol[e]man,  Samuel  Trask, 
Jabez  Stockwell,  Joseph  Pratt,  and  the  widow  of  the  late  Johnson  Wat- 
son, [p] residents  within  the  aforenamed  town  of  Ward,  as  herein  de- 
scribed, with  their  polls,  lands  and  other  estates  now  in  their  possession, 
although  included  within  the  aforesaid  bounds  of  the  said  town  of 
Ward,  but  not  included  within  the  said  late  parish,  shall,  nevertheless, 
be  accounted  as  parts  of  the  said  towns  of  Worcester,  Sutton,  Ox- 
ford, or  Leicester,  to  which  they  respectively  belonged,  before  the 
enacting  hereof,  so  long  as  they,  severall}^  or  their  several  heirs  or 
assigns  of  the  same  lands,  shall  see  cause  so  to  lye  and  belong  to  the 
said  towns  of  Worcester,  Sutton,  Oxford,  or  Leicester,  to  which  they 
respectively  belonged  before  the  enacting  hereof ;  and  shall  do  duty 
and  receive  priviledge  within  their  said  respective  towns,  so  long  as 
they  shall  so  remain,  but  no  longer :  and  provided,  tlie  said  Samuel 
Curtis,  the  widow  Mary  Biggelow,  Daniel  Biggelow,  William  Polder, 
John  Elder,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Benjamin  Chapin,  Eli  Chapin,  Joseph 
Clark,  Moses  Bancr[a]['';]ft,  .John  Savory,  Levi  Stone,  Abel  Hol[e]- 
man,  Stephen  Holman,  Samuel  Trask,  Jabez  Stockwell,  Joseph  I'ratt, 
and  the  widow  of  the  late  Johnson  Watson,  or  their  respective  heirs  or 
assigns  of  the  same  lands  now  in  their  possession  as  aforesaid,  or  any 

•  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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The  town  clerk 
to  be  notiiied. 


Proviso. 


Proviso  respect- 
ing taxes. 


Edward  Davis, 
Esq.,  first  em- 
powered to  call 
the  mccling  of 
the  inhabitants. 


Town  clerks  of 
8:iid  towns  to 
give  lists  to  the 
persons  empovr- 


or  either  of  them,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  refuse  to  lay  to  the  said 
several  towns  of  Worcester,  Sutton,  Oxford  or  Leicester,  to  which  they 
respectively  belonged  before  the  enacting  hereof,  and  shall  refuse  to 
pay  their  proportionable  part  of  the  taxes,  in  any  of  said  towns,  for 
said  lauds  and  estate,  and  that  if  either  or  any  of  the  persons  afore- 
said, their  respective  heirs  or  assigns,  so  refusing,  shall  signify  their 
intention  of  joining  with  the  said  town  of  Ward,  in  all  town  affairs 
for  the  future,  and  shall  by  a  writing  under  his  or  their  hands,  to  the 
town  clerk  of  any  of  the  said  towns  of  Worcester,  Sutton,  Oxford  or 
Leicester,  to  which  he  or  .they  shall  then  belong  and  signify  the 
same,  —  such  town  clerk  shall,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  immediately 
to,  transmit  an  attested  coi)y  of  the  same  to  the  town  clerk  of  the  said 
town  of  Ward,  who  shall  record  the  same  in  said  town's  records  ;  and 
which  shall  empower  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  AVard,  to  tax 
such  inhabitants'  lands  and  estate,  in  all  future  taxes,  as  though  he 
or  they,  his  or  their  said  lands  and  estate,  had  been  set  off  with  the 
other  inhabitants,  in  this  present  act  included  ;  and  shall  be  subjected 
to  all  duties,  and  invested  with  all  the  priviledges,  of  the  said  town  of 
Ward,  in  common  as  the  other  inhabitants  are  subjected  to  or 
invested  with,  and  shall  be  held  to  pay  all  such  taxes  as  thereafter 
shall  be  so  laid  upon  them  ;  and  they  shall  also  be  held  to  pay  all 
such  taxes  as  are  or  shall  be  hiid  upon  them  by  the  respective  towns 
of  Worcester,  Sutton,  Oxford  or  Leicester,  to  which  they  respec- 
tively belonged  previous  to  the  enacting  hereof,  at  any  time  before 
such  notification  be  given  to  the  town  clerk  of  said  Worcester,  Sutton, 
Oxford,  or  Leicester,  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  or  to  any  of  them,  and 
not  otherwise. 

A7id  provided,  also,  — 

[Sect.  3.]  That  Paul  Thurston,  Elisha  Livermore  and  Uriah 
Stone,  juni^'^-jWith  their  several  lands  and  estate[.s]  lying  contigu[i]- 
ous  to,  but  on  the  outside  of,  the  said  described  line  of  the  town  of 
Ward,  shall  have  right  to  join  themselves  and  said  estates  to  said 
town  of  Ward,  they  severally  taking  the  same  measures  as  are  herein 
before  laid  down  in  the  former  proviso.  And  the  said  town  of  Ward 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is  invested  with  all  the  rights,  privile[djges, 
powers  and  immunities,  belonging,  in  co[m][mm]on,  to  other  towns 
within  this  state. 

And  jiTOvided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  it  is  he /-(^by  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  said  town  of  Ward  shall  pay  their  proportion 
of  all  town,  county,  and  state,  taxes  already  set  on  or  granted  to  be 
raised  by  the  [.st/wij  general  assembly  of  this  state,  [in]  the  county 
of  Worcester,  or  the  said  towns  of  Worcester,  Sutton,  Oxford,  [and] 
[^or^  Leicester,  or  any  of  them,  in  like  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not 
been  made. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Sect.  5.]  That  Edward  Davis,  Esq'^''^.,  be  and  hereby  is  directed 
and  impowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabi- 
tant within  said  town  of  Ward,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  town  of  Ward,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  assemble 
at  some  suitable  time  and  place,  in  said  town,  to  choose  all  such  offi- 
cers as  the  law  requires  to  manage  the  affairs -of  said  town. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  respective  town  clerks  of  said  Worcester, 
Sutton,  Oxford,  and  Leicester,  before  the  first  meeting  of  the  said 
town  of  Ward,  shall  deliver  to  the  person  who  shall  be  directed  and 
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impowered,  as  aforesaid,  to  warn  said  inhabitants,  a  copy  of  the  last  eredtodeter- 
list  of  valuation  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  iiiliabitants  of  ^«on  of  voters." 
said  town  of  Ward,  in  order  to  determine  the  qualification  of  votei's 
at  said  meeting ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  who  shall  appear  by  said 
list  to  be  voters,  according  to  law,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote.     [^Passed 
Ajpnl  10,  1778. 


CHAPTER    29. 

A.N    ACT    FOR    ENQUIRING  INTO    THE   RATEABLE   PROPERTY  OF  THIS 

STATE. 

Whereas  the  rateable  estates  of  the  severat  towns  m  this  state  are  Preamble, 
much  altered  since  the  last  valuation, —  1771-T2,  chap.  3. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

[Sect.   1.]     That   the    assessors  of   each   town  within  this  state.  Assessors  of 
chosen  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  fod'^e'i'irthe°Bec 
shall,  on  oath,  take,  and  lodge  in  the  secretary's  office,  by  the  tweu-  rctary's  office  a 
tieth  day  of  June  next,  a  true  and  perfect  list,  according  to  their  Hs'to'f'ratabil^'" 
best  skill  and   iud2:ment,  agreeable  to  a  list  settled  by  the  general  piopertj ;  copy 

^  of  "which  to  be 

court  and  recorded  in  the  secretary's  office  (a  printed  copy  of  which  sent  by  the 
list  shall  be,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  sent  to  the  clerk  of  each  cierk"of  each**" 
town  therein),  containing  an  account  of  all  male  polls  of  sixteen  3^ears  town  in  this 
old  and  upwards,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  negroes  and  molattoes  !!"containing  an 
not  excepted,  —  distinguishing  such  as  are,by  law,exempt  from  rates  ;  account  of  the 
and  of  all  real  estate,  improved  or  not  improved,  and  the  just  value  tinguishii.gsuc'h 
of  the  same,  lying  within  their  respective  towns,  by  whom  occupied  asareexempt- 
or  possessed,  whether  in  his  own  riglit,  or  in  the  right  of  others  ;  and  —  of  aii  personal 
of  all  personal  estate,  including  money  on  interest  more  than  they  ^^t^^te; 
pay  interest  for,  debts  due  to  them,  not  on  interest,  more  than  they 
are  indebted;  all  monies  in  hand,  and  also  a  true  list  of  all  goods,  — listofaii 
wares  and  merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  vessels  of  all  sorts,  with  their  meixhandise"'"' 
stores,  appurtenances  and  appendages,  plate,  horses,  oxen,  and  cattle 
of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  goats   and  swine,  grain  of  all  sorts,  and 
all  kinds  of  produce  of  the  land,  and  of  all  other  property  whatso- 
ever   (excepting  hous[e]hold  furniture,  exclusive  of  plate,  wearing 
apparel,  farming  utensils    and  the  tools  of  mechanie[kjs), more  than 
what  they  are  indebted,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  [1778]  [one  thou- 
sand seveti  hundred  and  seventy-eif/ht'],  according  to  the  price  of   such 
real  and  personal  estate  on  the  said  first  day  of  May;  and  on  the  —also  on  the 
amount  of   their   income    from    any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  i',7com"s''et'c" 
trade   or  employment ;  and  also  on  the  amount  of  all  incomes  and  gained  by  trad, 
profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  or  on  shore,  and  by  means  of  advan-   "^' 
tages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the  necessities  of  the  community  :  all  Assessors  re- 
which  real  and  personal  estate  the  assessors  of  each  town  are  hereb}'  ^ll^*^  *°  **''' 
required  to  estimate  according  to  the  true  worth  of  such  estate  on 
the  said  first  day  of  May,  [1778]  [owe  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-eight^ . 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  following  persons  ;  vizi^'^.ifche  president,  fellows,  Exempting  the 
professors,  tutors,    librarian    and   students  of   Harvard  Colle[d]ge,  Fowsand'stu-' 
[and]  who  have  their  usual   residence  there,   and  settled  ministers  dents^fHar- 

>•         J  vara  College. 
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To  exempt 
ofBcers  and  boI- 
diursiii  the  Con- 
tinental Army. 


To  exclude  the 
estate  of  Har- 
vard  College, 
and  Indians' 
land. 


Oath  to  be 
taken  by  the 
aaseBsorB : 


of  the  gospel,  and  gramm[e]  [a]r-school  masters,  shall  be  exempted  out 
of  this  act,  so  far  as  relates  to  their  polls,  and  their  real  and  personal 
estate  under  their  own  actual  improvement,  and  lying  within  the  town 
whereof  they  are  inhabitants  :  provided,  also,  that  such  officers  and 
soldiers  as  are  engaged  in  the  Continental  Army  for  three  years,  or 
during  the  war,  are  exempted  from  this  act,  so  far  as  relates  to  their 
polls. 

Provided,  farther, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  all  the  estate  of  Harvard  Colle[d]ge,  and  lands 
belonging  to  the  Indians,  are  excluded  from  this  act. 

[Sect.  4.]  And  the  said  assessors  shall  cause  all  the  col[l]umns 
of  the  several  articles  contained  in  their  several  lists,  to  be  carefully 
cast  up  and  footed ;  and  before  they  enter  on  the  business  assigned 
them  by  this  act,  shall  take  the  following  oath  ;  viz"^'^.,  — 

You,  A.  B.,  being  chosen  an  assessor  for  the  town  of  C,  for  the  year  [1778] 
[one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -eight'] ,  do  swear  that  you  will  faith- 
fully aud  impartially,  according  to  your  best  skill  and  judgment,  do  and 
perform  the  whole  duty  of  an  assessor,  as  directed  and  enjoined  by  an  act  of 
this  shite,  made  in  the  present  year,  entitled  "An  Act  for  [e]  [?]nquiring 
into  the  rateable  property  of  this  state,""  without  favor  or  prejudice.  So  help 
you  God. 

— to  be  adminis.  — which  oath,  in  such  town  where  no  justice  of  the  peace  dwells, 
towncie/k,^  shall  be  administ[e]red  by  the  town  clerk,  who  is  hereby  [i][e]mpow- 
when  there  is  no  ercd  and  directed  to  administer  the  same,  on  penalty  of  ten  pounds; 
and  every  assessor  who  shall  have  been  chosen  by  any  town  in  the 
year  [1778]  [one  thousand  seven  himdred  and  seventy-eight']  and  ac- 
cepted sucli  office,  that  shall  refuse  to  take  such  oath  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  forty  pounds. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  every  person  not  necessarily  out  of  the  state  ;  viz^'^., 
on  and  from  the  first  day  of  May  next,  to  the  tenth  day  of  June  next 
(in  which  cases  they  shall  be  doomed  by  the  assessors  as  hereafter 
expressed) ,  refusing  or  neglecting  to  give  such  assessor  or  assessors, 
in  writing,  and  on  oath  if  required  (which  the  assessors  are  respec- 
tively directed  to  administer,  if  they  have  any  suspicion  of  fraud  in 
giving) ,  a  true  account  of  his  rateable  estate  and  improvements,  agree- 
able to  the  true  intent  of  this  act,  shall  be  doomed  by  the  assessors 
according  to  their  best  skill  and  judgment;  and  shall, for  each  offence, 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  :  which  oath  shall  be  in  the 
following  form  ;  vizt^'^., — 

You.  C.  D.,  do  swear  that  the  account  now  exhibited  by  you,is,  to  the  best 
of  your  knowledge  and  judgment,  a  full  account  of  all  your  rateables,  agree- 
aljie  to  the  list  now  exhibited  to  you.     So  help  you  God. 

—  and  every  assessor  shall  be  allowed,  out  of  the  treasury  of  his  re- 
spective town,  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  for  every  day  he  shall  be  nec- 
essarily employed  in  doing  the  duty  enjoined  by  this  act. 

Ayid  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6 .]  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  in  this  state,  for  the  year 
[1777]  [one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven],  sliall,  by  the 
aforesaid  twentieth  day  of  June,  transmit  to  the  secretary's  office  a 
true  and  perfect  copy,  on  oath,  of  the  valuation  and  slate-bill,  by 
which  they  made  the  taxes  in  their  particular  towns  for  that  year  ; 
also  a  true  copy  of  the  state  tax  made  by  such -list  and  valuation  ;  on 
penalty  that  each  assessor  neglecting  his  duty  therein  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  twenty  pounds. 


Penally  on  such 
persons  refus- 
ing. 


Penalty. 


Oath. 


Allowance  to 
iisHessorB. 


ABseBsors,  by 
20th  day  of 
June,  1778,  to 
transmit,  on 
oath,  a  true  copy 
of  the  valuation, 
to  the  secre- 
tary's office : 

—  penalty  on 
neglect. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  7.]  That  if,  in  any  of  the  towns  aforesaid,  it  shall  so  hap- 
pen that  any  of  the  assessors  for  the  years  1777  or  1778,  be  dead  or 
removed,  in  that  case  the  remaining  part  of  said  assessors  shall  be 
and  are  hereby  [i]['3]mpowered  to  act  in  all  cases  touching  the  valua- 
tion and  state-bill,  and  copy  of  the  state  tax  aforesaid,  as  fully  as  if 
there  had  been  no  such  death  or  removal. 

[Sect.  8.]  And  all  fines  and  forfeitures  arising  by  this  act  may 
be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  presentment  or  indictment,  at  any 
court  of  judicature,  within  this  state,  proper  to  try  the  same  ;  and  shall 
be  applied,  one  moiety  thereof  to  him  or  them  who  sliall  sue  for  the 
same,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  state. 

And  ivhereas  it  may  happen  that  some  rateable  estate,  by  shifting 
hands,  may  be  liable  to  be  given  in,  twice,  to  the  assessors,  or  not 
given  in  at  all,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  every  person  in  each  town  within  this  state,  shall 
give  in  to  the  assessors  a  list  of  such  rateable  estate,  agreeable  to  this 
act,  as  he  is  possessed  of  on  the  first  day  of  May,  [1778]  [o7ie  thoti- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  seventii -eight']. 

And  whereas  the  people  called  Quakers  profess  to  be,  in  their  con- 
sciences, scrup[i][?(]lous  of  taking  an  oath  in  the  form  of  law 
required,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  all  such  people  who  call  and  profess  themselves 
Quakers,  shall,  instead  of  taking  either  of  the  oaths  in  form  aforesaid, 
if  required,  be  permitted  to  make  his  or  her  solemn  affirmation  or 
declaration,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury. 


How  aBsessors 
are  to  act  in 
certain  cases. 


How  fines  are 
to  be  recovered. 


Persons  to  give 
lists  of  ratable 
estates,  to  the 
asfessors,  they 
are  possessed  of, 
on  the  Ist  day  of 
May,  1778. 


Quakers  allow- 
ed to  make  tlieit 
solemn  allirma- 
tion. 


Polls  rateable. 

Polls  not  rateable. 

No. 

Dwelling-houses,  barns,  and  other  buildings  not  hereafter 
specially  mentioned,  with  all  yards,  gardens  and  passage- 
ways to  the  same  belonging. 

The  just  value  of  the  same. 

Co 

No. 

Acres,  or  parts  of  an  acre,  of  upland,  mowing,  orcharding, 
and  tillage  land. 

The  just  value  of  the  same. 

CO 

No. 

Acres  of  salt  and  fresh  meadow. 
The  just  value  of  the  same 

«• 
R. 

No. 

Acres  of  pasture  land. 
The  just  value  of  the  same. 

CO 

List  of  rat> 
ables. 
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No. 

Acres  of  woodland  and  unimproved  land. 
The  just  value  of  the  same. 

a. 

Wharf  [f]s  of  all  sorts,  and  the  just  value  of  the  same. 

Still-houses,  furnaces,  mills  of  all  sorts,  and  iron-works. 

Co 

a. 

The  just  value  of  the  same.  • 

Co 

1 
Money  at  interest,  and  on  hand,  more  than  they  are  in- 
debted. 

Co 

Debts  due,  not  on  interest,  more  than  they  are  indebted. 

Co 

The  amount  of  all  goods,  wares,  merchandizes,  and  stock  in 
trade. 

Co 

Vessels  of  all  sorts,  with  their  stores,  and  the  true  value 
thereof,  whether  at  home  or  abi'oad. 

Ounces  of  plate. 

No. 

Horses,  of  all  ages. 
The  just  value. 

Co 

No. 

Oxen,  four  years  old  and  upwards. 
The  just  value. 

Co 

No. 

Cows,  three  years  old  and  upwards. 
The  just  value. 

Co 

No. 

Stefa]  [e]rs,  three  years  old,  and  all  other[s]  horned  cattle 
under  that  age.  . 

Co 

The  value. 

No. 

Sheep  and  goats,  of  all  ages. 
Their  value. 

Co 

No. 

Swine,  of  all  ages. 
Their  value. 
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Co 

Grain,  of  all  sorts  and  kinds,  and  all  other  produce  of  the 
land,  whatsoever,  on  hand,  the  just  value  of  the  same. 

Co 

a. 

Coaches,  chaises,  and  all  carriages  of  that  kind,  and  all 
other  property  whatsoever,  not  before  enumerated,  ex- 
cept hous[e]hold    furniture,  wearing-apparel,  farming 
uten[c]  [5]ils,  and  the  tools  of  meehunicks. 

The  just  value  of  the  same. 

Co 

The  amount  of  all  the  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  of 
those  persons  that  shall  be  doomed  by  the  assessors. 

Tons  of  English  hay,  one  year  with  another. 

Tons  of  salt  and  fresh  meadow  hay,  one  year  with  another. 

Bushels  of  corn  and  grain,  of  all  sorts,  one  year  with  another. 

Number  of  cows  the  pasture  will  keep,  one  year  with  another. 

Barrels  of  [s]  [c]yder,  one  year  with  another. 

Amount  of  all  other  annual  produce. 

The  annual  income  arising  from  any  px-ofession,  faculty, 
handicraft,  trade  or  employment,  and  by  trading  by  sea 
and  on  shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising  from 
the  war,  and  the  necessities  of  the  community. 

^Passed  April  28,  1778. 


CHAPTEK    30. 


AN  ACT  FOR  SETTING  OFF  A  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BOLTON,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER,  INTO  A   SEP  [E]  [^]  RATE  PARISH. 

Whereas,  for  the  greater  convenience  of  attending  the  public  wor-  Preamble, 
ship  of  God,  it  is  found  necessary  to  set  off  a  part  of  the  town  of 
Bolton,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  as  a  sep[e][a]rate  parish,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  all  the  lands,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  in  the  Bounds  of  the 
town  of  Bolton,  to  the  southward  of  a  line  beginning  three  miles,  boUoi?."'^**' ** 
one-half,  and  sixty-two  rods,  from  the  south-westerly  corner  of  said 
Bolton,  at  a  stake  and  stones  on  Lancaster  line  ;  thence,  running  east, 

*  The  above  table  is  pasted  on  the  engi'ossmcnt,  and  was  printed  with  the  act,  although 
it  seems  to  have  been  a  separate  paper. 
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To  pay  all  for- 
mer ministerial 
taxes. 


twenty-four  degrees  south,  one  mile,  one-half,  and  forty  rods,  to  a 
heap  of  stones  near  Amos  Meriam's  shop ;  thence,  running  east, 
thirty-seven  degrees  south,  three  miles  and  forty  rods,  to  Marlborough 
town  line,  —  be  and  hereby  is  set  off  as  a  sep[e][a]rate  parish,  by  the 
name  of  the  South  Parish. 

And  be  it  fartlin'  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
[Sect.  2.]     That   the   said  South  Parish  shall  be  and  hereby  is 
invested  with  all  the  rights,  privile[d]ges  and  immunities  which,  by  law, 
other  parishes  are  invested  with. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  3  ]  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  shall  pay  all 
their  former  ministerial  taxes  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  town  had 
not  been  divided,  except  that  assessment  made,  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight ;  and  that  tax,  with  those  that  may 
hereafter  be  made,  shall  be  paid  according  to  said  incorporation  :  any 
former  votes  of  the  town  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
And  be  it  further  enacted., 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  parish  in  said  town  have 
wOTship.'inc^ase.  ^^^^  liberty  to  attend  public [k]  worship  in  which  parish  they  please, 
and  to  pay  their  ministerial  taxes,  for  their  pol[e][^]s  and  estates, 
where  they  attend :  provided,  they  return  their  names,  annually,  some 
time  in  the  month  of  September,  to  the  assessors  of  the  parish  they 
propose  to  attend  public  worship  in  ;  and  all  that  shall  not  thus  return 
their  names,  to  be  taxed  to  the  parish  within  the  limits  of  which  they 
shall  live,  in  the  month  of  September,  annually. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  Samuel  Baker,  Esq'^''^,  be  and  hereby  is  impow- 
ciiii  the  gj.g^i  ^Q  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  said 
South  Parish,  requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  to 
meet,  at  such  time  and  place,  in  the  said  South  Parish,  as  by  such  war- 
rant shall  be  duly  specified,  and  there  ch[u][oo]se  such  officers  as  may 
be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  parish  ;  and  the  inhabitants 
qualilied  by  law  to  vote,  being  so  assembled,  shall  be  and  hereby  are 
impowered  to  ch[u][oo]se  such  officers,  accordingly.  \_Passed  April 
13,  1778. 


Inbiit)itant8  to 


Samuel  Baker, 
Esq.,  to 
tirst  meet! 


CHAPTER     31. 


Preamble. 


Bouflds  of  the 
pariah. 


AN  ACT  FOR  DIVIDING  AND  SETTING  OFF  THE  WESTERLY  PART  OF 
THE  TOWN  OF  NEEDHAM,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  INTO  A 
SEP[E][.-1]RATE  PRECINCr  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  WEST  PRECINCT. 

Whereas,  for  the  greater  convenience  of  attending  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God,  and  the  more  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  Christian 
religion,  it  is  found  necessary  to  divide  and  set  off  the  westerly  part 
of  the  town  of  Needham  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  precinct, — 

Be  it  enac'ed  by  the  Council  and  House  of  liepresentatioes  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  of  Needham  sholl 
be  and  hereby  is  set  off  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  precinct,  by  the  name  of 
the  West  Precinct ;  and  the  said  westerly  part  of  the  land  in  said 
town  is,  accordingly,  hereby  set  off,  by  a  line  to  begin  at  the  middle  of 
the  Fordway,  so  called  ;  from  thence,  to  run,  south,  forty -nine  degrees 
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west,  to  what  is  called  the  first  centre  of  said  town  ;  and  thence,  on 
the  same  course,  to  a  bend  in  the  river  called  Charles's  River,  as  the 
same  bend  is  marlied  on  the  plan  of  said  town. 

[Sect.  2.]     And  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  that  shall  inbabitunts^m.-iy 
fall  on  cither  side  of  the  aforesaid  line,  shall  choose  to  belong  to  and  parish  they  wiu 
1)0  a  part  of  the   precinct  on  the  other  side  of  said  line,  and  shall,  ^^'|,^"^  ""'°' '" 
within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of    this   act,  give  their  names 
into  the  secretary's  office  of  this  state,  they,  with  their  estates,  shall 
he  recorded  as  part  of  the  parish  they  shall  so  choose,  and  shall  do 
duty  and  receive  privile[d]ges,   accordingly  ;  and  that  such  persons 
as  belong  to  said  town,  now  in  the  army,  shall,  within  twelve  months 
after  their  return,  enjoy  the  same  priviledge. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  said  West  Precinct  shall  be  and  hereby  is 
invested  with  all  the  rights,  privile[d]ges  and  immunities  which,  by 
law,  other  precincts  are  invested  with. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  all  monies  already  assessed  by  said  town  be  col-  Taxes  already 
lected,  and  paid  as  appropriated  by  said  town,  in  the  same  manner  as  assessed,  to  be 
if  said  town  had  not  been  divided. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  Jonathan  Me[d][f]calf,  Esq'^''^.,  be    and  hereby  is  Jonathan  Met- 
impowered  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  fhe'fi^Bt^meet^''" 
said  West  Precinct,  requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  Jng. 
to  meet  at  such  time  and  place,  in  the  said  West  Precinct,  accordingly, 
as  by  such  warrant  shall  be  duly  specified,  and  then  and  there  choose 
such  officers  as  may  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  said 
l)recinct ;  and  the  inhabitants  qualified  by  law  to  vote,  being  so  met, 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  choose  such  precinct  officers 
accordingly.     \_Passed  April  28,  1778. 


GHAPTEK    32. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  "AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  THE  PROCEED- 
INGS ON  BONDS  OF  ADMINISTRATORS  ON  INTESTATE  ESTATES," 
MADE,  ^y.VO  DOMINI,  1734;  AND  FOR  ENABLING  THE  SUCCESSORS 
OF  TREASURERS  AND  OTHER  PUBLIC  OFFICERS  TO  PROSECUTE 
AND  DEFEND  CERTAIN  ACTIONS  ON  BONDS  GIVEN  TO  THEIR 
PREDECESSORS  IN  OFFICE. 

Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  an  action  pending  in  court  Preamble, 
in  the  name  of  the  judge  of  probate,  upon  his  death,  or  removal  from  I'^^^-^s. chap. 6. 
office,  can  be  prosecuted  or  defended  by  his  successor  in  office,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enac'ed  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  when  and  so  often  as  any  action  shall  be  pend- The  judge  of 
ing  in  any  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  in   any  county,  or  in  the  prose"cut™o^ de. 
superior  court  of  judicature,  in  this  state,  by  continuance  or  appeal,  f^^  any  suit 
in  the  name  of  any  judge  of  probate,  upon  any  bond  taken  to  him  or  hiril^edecessor 
his  predecessor  in  office,    and  the  said  judge  of   probate  shall  die,  in  oflSce,  in  case, 
resign,  or  be   removed   from   office,  pending   such   suit,  before   final 
judg[e3ment  thereon,  his  successor  in  oflSce  may  prosecute  or  defend 
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Treasurer,  or 
other  public 
ofBcer,  may 


the  same,  to  every  intent  and  purpose,  as  the  said  judge  might,  or 
could,  in  whose  name  the  same  was  commenced ;  and  the  court  in 
which  such  action  may  be  pending  may  continue  the  same  a  reason- 
able time,  for  the  successor  to  become  a  party  to  the  suit. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]     That  if  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  or  any  other  treas- 
urer or  public  officer  to  whom  bonds  have  or  may  be  given,  shall  die, 
prosecute  or  de-  resign,  or  bc  removed  from  office,  pending  any  suit  by  him  brouglit 
mencedbyhis     ou  a  boud  givcu  to  him  or  his  predecessor  in  office,  and  before  final 
office "^"^^""^ '°     judg[e]ment,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful[l]  for  the  successor  of  such 
treasurer,  or  public  officer ,'person[n] ally,  or  by  his  attorney,  to  prose- 
cute or  defend  such  suit  or  action,  to  every  intent  and  purpose,  as 
though  such  suit  had  been  originally  commenced  by  such  successor. 
And  the  court  where  such  action  is  or  may  be  pending,  may  con- 
tinue the  same  a  reasonable  time,  for  the  successor  to  become  a  party 
to  the  suit.     \_Passed  April  28,  1778. 


CHAPTER    33. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  TRIALS  IN  THE  MARITIME  COURTS,  AND 
FOR  MAKING  SEVERAL  MARITIME  AND  MERCANTILE  MATTERS 
COGNIZABLE  THEREIN. 


Preamble. 
1775-76,  chapa. 
7, 15, 17  and  27. 


Libellants,  and 
such  as  claim  as 
captors,  to  give 
bond  to  the 
maritime 
judge. 


.lury  may  assess 
damages  for  the 
claimants  of 
property. 


Court  may  order 


Whereas,  in  some  instances,  vessels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  the 
subjects  of  the  United  States,  or  some  of  them,  or  to  the  subjects  of 
other  states  in  amity  with  them,  under  pretence  of  being  lawful  prize, 
may  unreasonably  be  brought  into  port,  and  detained,  to  the  great 
damage  of  the  persons  interested  therein,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  such  persons  as  shall  hereafter  prefer  a  libel  for 
the  condemnation  of  any  vessel  or  cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  al- 
ledged  to  be  taken  and  brought  into  this  state,  or  shall  claim  any 
vessel  and  cargo,  or  part  thereof,  as  captors,  shall,  at  the  time  of 
filing  the  same  libel  or  claim,  give  bond,  with  one  or  more  suret[y]  [?'e]s, 
to  the  judge  of  the  maritime  court,  in  said  capacity,  and  his  successors 
in  office,  in  such  penal  sum  as  the  said  judge  shall  determine  suffi- 
cient :  the  condition  of  which  bond  shall  be,  that  if,  upon  the  final 
trial  of  the  justice  of  the  capture,  the  jury  shall  acquit  the  vessel  and 
cargo,  and  shall  assess  damages  for  the  person  or  persons  claiming 
restitution  thereof,  they  will  pay  such  damages  and  costs. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  upon  a  trial  of  the  justice  of  any  capture  of  a 
vessel  or  cargo,  upon  a  libel  or  claim  for  the  condemnation  thereof 
hereafter  filed,  it  shall  appear  that  the  same  was  unreasonably  taken 
and  detained,  and  witliout  probable  cause  therefor,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  jury,  at  the  time  of  such  determination,  to  assess 
such  a  sum,  in  damages,  for  the  person  or  persons  claiming  property 
in  the  vessel  or  cargo,  jointly  or  severally,  as  the  case  may  require, 
as,  to  the  same  jury,  upon  hearing  the  evidence,  may  appear  equitable  ; 
and  the  judge  of  the  maritime  court  may  order   restitution  of   the 
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vessel  and  cargo  to  the  persons  claiming  property  therein,  and  decree  restitution,  with 
the  payment  of  such  damages,  with  reasonable  costs  ;  and  also,  in  all  °°^'*' 
cases  where  the  vessel  and  cargo  shall  be  acquitted  of  the  charges 
alledged  in  the  libel  or  claim  of  the  captors,  to  decree  a  restitution 
thereof,  with  costs. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  autlioriiy  aforesaid, 

rSECT.  3.1     That  the  iudges  of  the  maritime  courts,  in  their  several  Maritime  con i-t 

L  J  *i        ~  '  ^Q  Jiear  Ino  com- 

districts,  are  hereby  authori[zJ[s]ed  and  impowered  to  hear  and  deter-  plaints  of  raari- 
mine  complaints  of  mariners  and  seamen,  for  wages  earned  in  ships  eaiv^age.'^eu;!^'^^''' 
or  other  trading  vessels  (belonging  wholly,  or  in  part,  to  the  subjects 
of  this  state) ,  while  in  port  or  on  the  high  seas  ;  and  also  to  deter- 
mine the  quantum  of  salvage  for  vessels,  tackle,  apparel,  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize,  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  this,  or  other  of 
the  United  States,  or  foreigners  in  amity  with  the  United  States, 
whether  the  same  were  found  and  preserved  on  the  high  seas,  and 
brought  into  port,  or  between  high-,  and  low-water  mark,  within  this 
state  (the  quantum  of  salvage  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  trouble  and 
risque  taken  for  the  security  and  preservation  of  the  vessel  or  goods 
for  which  salvage  is  claimed,  in  the  estimation  of  the  jury  ;  who  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  assess  a  sura  in  gross,  or  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
vessel  or  goods  preserved)  ;  and  also  to  hear  and  determine  com- 
plaints between  joint  owners  of  trading  ships  or  vessels,  where  one  or 
more  of  the  interested  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  fit  out,  or  send,  or 
risque  their  parts  at  sea ;  and  in  such  cases,  and  other  maritime 
matters,  where  no  special  direction  is  given  to  the  contrary  by  the 
laws  of  this  state,  to  determine  agreeable  to  the  civil  law ;  and  to 
grant  all  such  warrants,  order,  or  process  as  shall  be  necessary  that 
justice  may  be  done. 

Provided,  always,  — 

[Sect.  4.]  That  where  one  or  more  material  matter  of  fact  are  civil  law  to  be 
alledged  by  one  party,  and  denied  by  the  other  party,  interested  there-  gpeda'i'^prr.*'''" 
in,  the  same  shall  be  determined  by  a  jury.  vision  is  not 

[Sect.  5.]     And  any  person  aggrieved  at  the  determination  of  the  Aggrieved *par!' 
maritime  court,  in  anv  of  the  matters  aforesaid,  being  a  party  to  the  ti-js  may  appeal 

1      1         ",.  ,       ,\  •  i       J!    •     T       i    "  D  to  the  suDerior 

suit,  ma}^  appeal  therefrom  to  the  superior  court  ot  judicature,  &c  ,  conn,  except 
then  next  to  be  held  in  the  district,  as  in  other  maritime  matters  :  ^alpg'^g^thT'^*' 
unless,  in  such  cases  where  the  wages  of  marine[r]s  are  the  subject  thing  in  ques- 
matter  of  the  libel  or  complaint ;  in  which  case  the  determination  of  gupgrior  court 
the  maritime  court  shall  be  final.     And  the  said  superior  court  are  to  affirm  the 
hereby  authori[z][.s']ed  and  impowered  to  hear  and  finally  determine  maHtimecouru^ 
all  such  causes  as  may  duly  come  before  them  by  appeal  as  aforesaid,  with  costs. 
And  when  the  appellant  or  appellants  shall  not  enter,  or,  after  enter- 
ing, neglect  to  prosecute,  the  appeal,  the  said  court  is  authori[z][s]ed, 
upon  the  complaint  of  the  appellee  or  appellees,  to  affirm  the  judg- 
ment of  the  maritime   court  appealed  from,  with  additional  damages, 
and  costs  ;  and  on  affirming  judgments  of  the  maritime  courts,  in  cases  uonai^damlges. 
where  damages  are  assessed  by  a  jury  for  the  claimants  of  property 
in   an  unlawful  capture  and   detention,  the  court  may  increase  the 
same,  in  proportion  to  the  time  elapsed  from  the  appeal  till  the  time 
of  filing  complaint  for  affirmation,  at  the  rate  the  jury  assessed  from 
the  time  of  capture  till  the  trial  in  the  maritime  court. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  all  trading  ships  and  vessels  shall  stand  liable  and  Trading  ships  to 
chargeable  for  the  wages  of  the  seamen  and  mariners,  earned  therein,  marinerVfor 
any  transfer  or  alienation  thereof  notwithstanding,  for  the  space  of  two  '^^^^^-  for  two 
yesirs  from  the  time  such  wages  were  earned  therein  ;   and  the  judges  Courtmayorder 
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sale  by  auction 
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of  the  maritime  courts,  may,  by  warrant,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
county,  in  the  district  where  such  vessel  and  appurtenances  may  be, 
his  undersheriff  or  deputy,  order  sale  of  so  much  thereof,  at  auction, 
as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  such  wages,  with  costs  and  charges  arising 
on  any  suit  hereafter  to  be  brought  by  any  seaman  or  mariner ;  in 
executing  of  which  precept,  the  sheriff  or  deputy  shall  be  intitled  to 
such  fees  as,  by  law,  he  would  have  upon  an  execution  to  the  like 
amount,  from  any  court  of  common  law  within  this  state.  And  in  all 
cases  where  the  libellant  or  libellants  for  wages  shall  fail  of  recover- 
ing, he  or  they  shall  be  subjected  to  pay  reasonable  cost  to  the  master 
or  owner[s]  of  the  vessel,  who  may  be  cited  to  answer  the  suit. 
[Passed  April  29,  1778. 

Notes.  —  One  or  more  acts  were  passed  at  each  of  the  six  "sittings"  of  the  General 
Court  this  year;  and  at  the  close  of  each  "  sittin.i^,"  the  act  or  acfs  passed  therein  were 
signed  as  was  usual  at  the  end  of  a  regular  session.  Although  in  tlie  contemporaneous 
impression,  the  acts  of  the  first  and  second  sittings  are  included  in  one  and  the  same  ses- 
sion, in  the  journals  of  the  House  the  heading  of  the  record  of  each  sitting  contains  the 
words  "being  the  second,"  "third,"  etc.,  "sitting";  no  difference  being  recognized,  in 
this  respect,  Ijetween  the  earlier  sittings  and  the  sixth  sitting,  wliich  was  after  a  proroga- 
tion, and,  therefore,  undoubtedly,  a  new  session.  Indeed,  these  different  "  sittings  "  are  fre- 
quently mentioned  as  separate  sessions,  in  reports  of  committees,  and  in  votes  of  the  As- 
sembly ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  fourth  sitting  it  appears  by  the  House  Journals  that  General 
Hancock  went  up  to  the  Council  "to  inform  them  that  the  House  had  passed  upon  all  the 
business  of  the  present  session," —  as  if  it  were  understood  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  As- 
sembly, though  after  an  adjournment,  would  be  the  opening  of  a  new  session.  Therefore 
the  rule  of  grouping  the  acts  which  has  been  observed  heretofore  in  this  edition,  has  been 
adhered  to,  notwithstanding  the  numerous  divisions  and  the  fact  that  in  each  of  two  suc- 
cessive sessions  but  one  act  was  passed. 

The  General  Court  was  adjourned  from  July  8th,  to  September  3d,  but  assembled  again 
on  the  fifth  of  August,  in  accordance  with  a  speci.il  stimtnons  from  the  major  ]3art  of  the 
Council.  All  the  sittings  were  in  the  old  State  House  in  Boston,  except  the  last,  which 
was  held,  by  prorogation,  in  the  meeting-house  in  the  middle  precinct  in  RoxiDury,  on  ac- 
count of  the  small-pox  in  Boston. 

The  engrossments  of  all  the  acts  of  this  year  are  preserved,  bat  none  of  them  are  upon 
parchment.  All  the  bills  were  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council,  except  of  chapter  4,  which 
was  signed  by  seventeen ;  chapter  8,  by  sixteen ;  chapter  30,  by  thirteen ;  chapters  15  and 
33,  by  twelve ;  chapter  28,  by  eleven ;  chapters  16  and  29,  by  ten ;  chapter  31,  by  nine,  and 
chapter  32,  by  seven. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolve*  explain  the  irregularity  in  the  numl)ers  of  signers 
of  bills  during  this  and  the  previous  year,  when  the  same  cause  existed :  — 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Apr'.  23,  1778  — 

Whereas  by  the  Prevaliance  of  the  Small  Pox  in  the  Town  of  Boston  &  Several  Towns 
Adjacent  Several  of  the  Members  of  the  Hon'''  Councill  are  prevented  from  attending  the 
Board  and  from  the  necessary  absence  of  others  it  is  Extreamly  Difucalt  to  olttaine  a 
Major  Part  of  the  Councill  to  Sign  Warrants  &c  which  Accations  grate  delay  in  the  pul)- 
lick  Busness  and  Much  Expence  to  Such  Persons  who  have  Busness  to  Transact  with  the 
Genl  Court  — 

Tlaerefore,  Resolved  that  until  the  Twentyeighth  day  of  May,  next  any  Seven  of  the 
Councill  be,  and  hereby  are  Impowered  to  issue  &  Sign  warrants  on  the  publick  Treasury, 
and  allso  all  Acts  Resolves  &  orders,  Passed  by  the  Two  Houses,  and  all  Such  warrants 
on  the  Treasury  and  any  other  thmg,  Transacted,  by  Seven  of  Said  Councill  be  &  hereby  is 
declared  to  all  Intents  &  Purposses,  as  Valid  as  if  the  Same  had  bin  Signd  by  Fifteen  ot 
the  Councill,  until  the  Twentyeighth  day  of  May  afores'^  Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

J  Pitts     Spk'"  P  Tern 

In  Council  April  23.'  1778    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D.^'  Sec-^ 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  218, ;;.  205. 

Chap.l.  "  Eeso^rer/,  That  all  post-masters,  post-riders,  and  persons  immediately  con- 
cerned in  conducting  the  business  of  the  post-office,  ought  to  be  exempted  from  all  mili- 
tai-y  duties;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  ditferent  states  to  ex- 
empt such  persons  accordingly."  —  Journals  of  Conrjrcss :  May  12,  1777. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  was" read  a  first  time  in  tlie  Council,  July  2d,  and  was  brought 
down  to  the  House,  on  the  3d,  where,  on  the  same  day,  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  with 
amendments  inserting  "  and  "  between  "  postmasters  "  and  "  post-riders,"  anil  striking  out 
the  words  "  and  persons  immediately  concerned  in  conducting  the  business  "  in  the  bill  as 
originally  drafted.  The  Council  concurred  in  these  amendments,  on  the  3d,  and  on  tho 
5tli,  they  concurred  in  the  vote  of  the  House  passing  the  bill  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  2.  On  the  6th  of  August,  a  joint  committee,  consistmg  of  Messrs.  Niles,  Board- 
man  and  Nichols,  of  the  House,  and  Spooner  and  Fuller,  of  -the  Council,  was  appointed 
"  to  consider  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  permitting  public  vendues  in  this  state  " 
The  report  of  -this  committee  was  brought  down  from  the  Council  the  next  day,  •'  That  it 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XCV. 
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is  not  expedient  to  continue  vendues  any  longer,  unless  for  the  payment  of  debts  as  is 
already  established  by  law."  This  report  was  accepted,  and  the  committee  was  thereupon 
ordered  to  "  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  aforesaid." 

On  tlie  day  this  report  was  accepted,  the  following  petition  was  received  and  refen-ed  to 
the  same  committee :  — 

"  State  of  )     To  the  Hon''|<^  the  Council  &  the  HonW"  the  House  of  Representa- 

Massachusetts-Bay  J  tives  of  said  State  in  General  Court  asserbbled  — 

The  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  &c  &c  of  the  Town  of  Boston 
Humbly  sheweth  — 

That  your  Petitioners  have  with  the  greatest  concern  beheld  the  Prices  of  every  Article 
of  Merchandize  encreasing  with  a  Rapidity  which  threatens  the  Poor  wirh  intolerable  Dis- 
tress, and  the  Currency  of  the  united  States  of  America  with  almost  a  total  Discredit  —  And 
conceiving  these  calamities  in  a  great  Measure  to  be  promoted,  Ity  the  Sale  of  Goods  at 
puhliclc  Vendue  (as  the  Prices  of  almost  every  Article  of  Ti-ade  has  been  more  than  dou- 
l>Ied  by  tliese  Sales  in  the  course  of  a  few  Weeks  past)  Your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  your 
Honors  to  take  the  Premises  into  your  wise  consideration  and  repeal  that  Part  of  a  late 
Aci ,  which  directs  Prizes  &  Prize  Goods  to  be  sold  at  Publick  Vendue,  directing  in  Lieu 
thereof  the  Agents  of  all  Prizes,  under  certain  Penalties,  to  sell  the  same  at  private  Sale, 
and  make  up  their  accounts  under  Oath  witliin  a  limited  Time,  and  prohibit  all  Sales  by 
publick  Vendue  in  future,  or  take  such  other  Measui-es,  to  prevent  the  encrease  of  the 
evils  afores^.  as  to  your  Honors  may  seem  tit  —  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound 
shall  ever  pray  "  Ebenezer  Dorr    Chaxman  pr  Order."  — 

Mass.  ArchivcSA'ol.  183,  p.  93. 

After  two  messages  from  the  House,  requesting  the  Council  to  join  with  them  in  an 
order  to  the  committee  to  sit  immediately,  if  they  had  not  already  reported,  and  another, 
requesting  that  the  V)ill  be  sent  down,  the  bill  was  sent  down,  accordingly,  on  the  12th, 
and  the  Council  having  refused  it  a  second  reading,  a  committee  of  conference,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Paine,  Pitts  and  Gray,  of  the  House,  and  Thomas  Cushing,  Palmer  and  Sew- 
all,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed,  who,  on  the  15th,  reported  that  "the  bill  "should  be 
taken  up  and  revived."  On  the  same  day  the  Council  reconsidered  its  vote  rejecting  the 
iiill,  passed  it  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  it  down  for  concurrence  In  the  House,  it  was 
immediately  read  twice,  and  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  day,  for  further  considera- 
tion. On  the  16th,  the  House  passed  it  to  be  engrossed,  in  concurrence,  with  seven 
amendments  striking  out  the  words  "sundry  sorts  of,"  before  "goods,"  in  the  title,  and 
the  final  clause,  in  the  original  draught,  of  the  first  section,  "  and  such  Continental  stores 
as  may  be  sold  at  public  vendue  by  the  commissary-general  or  his  order,  in  consequence 
of  resolutions  o(  Congress,"  and  inserting  those  words  in  the  parenthetical  clause  in  the 
second  section ;  also  inserting  the  last  clause  in  the  preamble ;  and  substituting,  in  the 
first  line  of  the  second  section,  "if  any  person  or  persons  "for  "no  person  or  persons 
licensed  by  the  selectmen  of  any  town,  or  not  licensed,"  and  in  the  last  line  of  the  third 
section,  "November"  for  "  January." 

The  Council  concurred  in  these  amendments,  on  the  same  day,  whereupon  the  bill  was 
passed  to  be  enacted,  and  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  3.  "  Providence  August  25"'.  1777 

Sir,  This  State  having  usually  imported  a  gi-eat  Part  of  the  Grain  consumed  in  it  by 
Water ;  and  that  Channel  being  now  entirely  shut  up,  we  must  be  under  the  Necessity  of 
procuring  large  Supplies  from  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut.  The  General  Assem- 
l)ly  being  informed  that  some  Persons  in  this  State  are  preparing  to  distil  Spirits  from 
Grain ;  and  that  large  Quantities  are  purchased  in  some  of  the  other  States  for  the  same 
Purpose  have  passed  an  Act  to  prevent  so  injurious  a  Practice  in  this  State,  and  requested 
me  to  transmit  to  you  a  Copy  of  that  Act,  and  to  request  that  a  similar  Act  may  be  passed 
in  yoiu"  State ;  which  I  now  do,  and  am  with  great  Esteem. 

Sir     Your  most  Obed'.      Humble  Servant 
Hoiible  President  of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts-T3ay.  Nichs  Cooke." — Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  198,  p.  102. 

"  Letters  from  Governor  Cooke  of  the  25th  of  August  acquaint  us  that  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  have  passed  an  Act  against  distilling  Spirits  from  Wheat  and  other  Grain 
and  Cyder,  and  has  inclosed  a  Copy  thereof.  Whether  an  Act  of  a  similar  Nature  may 
fiOt  be  expedient,  you  will  consider." —  Extract  from  the  Council's  message  to  the  House, 
Sept.  10,  1777  :     House  Journal,  p.  70. 

The  record  of  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Pitts,  Greenleaf  and  Davis,  as  a  committee  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  distilUng  of  grain  and  cider,  is  entered  before  the  record  of  the 
message  of  the  Council;  but  the  committee  was  probably  appointed  in  consequence  of  the 
al)ove  letter  from  Governor  Cooke. 

On  the  11th  of  September,  a  bill  to  prevent  distillation  of  spirits  and  other  strong 
liquors,  was  read  a  first  time  in  the  House,  and,  on  the  next  day,  was  read  again.  "  consid- 
ered and  committed,  for  amendment,"  to  Mr.  Sumner,  Major  Orne  and  Col.  Orne.  On 
tiie  15th,  the  bill  was  again  considered  by  the  House,  '•  on  a  second  reading,"  and  assigned 
to  the  next  day  for  a  third  reading ;  when  it  was  read,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent 
up  for  concurrence.  On  the  same  day,  in  the  Council,  it  was  read  twice,  and  passed,  in 
concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  four  amendments  substituting  the  words  "  into  any 
kind  of  spirit  wh.at«ver"  for  "spuuts  and  other  strong  liquors,"  in  the  title,  and  adding 
thereto  the  words,  "  or  either  of  them  " ;  and  making  similar  changes  in  the  preamble  and 
the  first  section. 

The  House  concurred  in  these  amendments,  on  the  17th,  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  be 
enacted. 
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Chap.  5.  "  Sept.  17,  1777.  It  being  represented  to  the  House  that  some  Persons,  appre- 
hended in  the  neisjhbouring  States  for  the  Crimes  of  counterfeitin?  and  altering  tlie  Bills 
and  Notes  of  Public  Credit  of  several  of  the  United  States,  have  escaped  tlie  Punishment 
due  to  their  Crimes,  by  means  that  material  Witnesses  reside  witliin  this  .State  and  refuse 
to  give  their  Attendance  at  any  Court  within  such  States,  not  being  compellable  thereto  by 
Law :  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wetmore  bring  in  a  Resolve  for  Remedy  thereof.  Who  re- 
ported a  Resolve  accordingly.  Read  and  pass'd,  Sent  up  for  Concurrence."  —  House 
Journal,  p.  77 • 

The  resolve  reported  by  this  committee  has  not  been  discovered. 

On  the  19th,  a  bill  with  the  title  of  this  act  was  brought  down  fi'om  the  Council,  and,  on 
the  22d,  it  was  passed  by  the  House,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed.  .  On  the  '2d  of  Octo- 
ber, a  new  draught  of  the  l)ill  was  In-ought  down  from  the  Council,  as  a  substitute  for  the. 
bill,  which,  in  the  mean  time,  had  passed  the  House,  to  be  enacted.  This  substitute  was" 
substantially  the  bill  as  finally  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  contained  more  explicit  provi- 
sions as  to  the  service  of  the  process  for  summoning  witnesses,  and  as  to  the  manner  of 
recovering  the  forfeiture  for  disobeying  the  summons,  and  for  punishing  defaulting  wit- 
nesses. 

Tlie  House  agreed  to  the  new  draught,  with  two  amendments ;  one,  altering  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  fu'st  line  of  the  preamble,  and  the  other,  proposing  a  change  in  the  sixth  line. 
On  the  4th,  the  former  of  the  amendments  was  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  the  bill  was 
thereupon  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches. 

Chap.  6.  The  House  of  Representatives  assigned  the  afternoon  of  June  6th,  1777,  for 
the  consideration  of  "  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  repealing  the  acts  of  this  state, 
for  preventing  monopoly  and  oppression."  After  a  debate,  continued  "the  next  day,  a 
motion  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  committee,  was  negatived,  and  the  subject  was  postponed, 
for  further  consideration,  to  the  10th,  when  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of  "  a  committee 
to  confer  with  committees  from  the  other  New-England  states  relative  to  this  matter,"  and 
a  motion  that  the  said  acts  be  repealed,  having  been  successively  defeated,  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Gray,  Wood,  Sewall,  Goodman,  Mitchell,  Greenongli,  Pecli,  Simp- 
son, Stone,  Preltle  and  Bacon,  was  appointed  "  to  revise  the  acts  of  this  state,  for  pre- 
vcntitig  monopoly  and  oppression,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done." 

This  committee,  on  the  14th,  made  the  following  report :  — 

"The  Committee  for  revising  the  Bills  against  Monopoly  &  Oppression  beg  Leave  to 
report 

That  in  their  Opinion  the  following  Explanations  are  necessary 

that  it  is  understood  that  the  Price  of  Beef  fixed  in  the  first  Act  is  intended  hf  the  Quarter— 
&  that  it  is  to  be  sold  in  smaller  Quantities  in  the  usual  Proportion  according  to  the  Qual- 
ity of  the  Pieces  Ik  that  best  Salt  pork  clear  of  Bone  by  Retail  be  sold  at  nine  pence  iP'  II). 

The  Committee  also  beg  Leave  further  to  report  that  Salt  being  as  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic Service  as  Warlike  Stores  should  be  subject  to  no  Regulation  that  the  Prices  of 
Jamaica  Spirits  be  fixed  @  10s  &  French  Brandy  Vis  both  fullproof  —  that  Flax  be  1/4  ^ 
It,  _  &  that  the  Price  of  Teaming  continue  @  2s  ^  mile  <^  Tun  as  fixed  in  the  additional 
Act  till  the  further  Ordf  of  this  Court 

And  that  for  the  further  Support  of  these  Acts  it  will  be  necessary  —  that  heavy  Penal- 
ties be  laid  upon  all  Adulterators  of  spirituous  Liquors  —  that  the  Sum  of  be  laid 
on  such  Towns  as  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  chuse  Persons  to  prosecute  the  Breaches  of 
these  Acts  agreeable  to  the  Direction  in  the  additional  Act  —  &  that  all  Civil  Olflcers  con- 
victed of  violating  these  Acts  be  disqualified  — 

And  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  what  Bounties  are  necessary  for  the 
Encouragera'.   of  Commerce  &  Agriculture."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  137,  p.  133. 

On  the  19tli,  the  House  assigned  the  afternoon  for  the  consideration  of  the  above  report, 
and,  after  debate,  a  committee  of  seven  members,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Gray,  Paine, 
Goodman,  Singletary,  Stone,  Bliss  and  Porter,  was  chosen  "  to  consider  the  whole  matter 
(respecting  the  regulating  act)  at  large,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done." 

On  the  21th,  this  committee  reported  that  it  was  expedient  that  a  committee  of  the  hon- 
orable Board  be  joined  to- them,  to  consider  the  same.  Accordingly,  the  House  ordered 
"  that  said  committee,  with  snch  as  the  honorable  Board  shall  join,"  be  charged  with  the 
duty  which  had  been  exclnsively  assigned  to  the  committee  of  the  House,  above  named. 
The  Council  -immediately  joined  Jeremiah  Powell,  Artemas  Ward,  Walter  Spooner, 
Thomas  Cushing,  John  Taylor  and  Oliver  Prescott. 

The  report  of  "this  committee  was  brought  down  to  the  House,  June  25th,  and  accepted 
by  both  branches,  on  the  27th,  as  follows  :  — 

"The  Committee  of  Both  Houses  Appointed  to  Consider  the  Whole  Matter  respecting 
the  Acts  for  preventing  Monopoly  &  Oppression  at  large  &  to  report  what  is  proper  to  be 
done ;  have  attended  that  Service  &  beg  leave  to  report  by  way  of  Resolve  as  follows  — 

Jek  :  Powell  ^  Order  — 
Resolved  that  the  Hon.  Robert  Treat  Paine  &  Azor  Orne  Esq";  with  such  as  the 
Hon!:Ii:  Board  shall  join  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  in  behalf  of  this  State 
to  meet  Committees  from  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  States  of  Newhampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut  &  New  York,  at  the  Town  of  Springfeild  in  y«  County  of  Hampshire, 
within  this  State  on  ya  thirtieth  Day  of  July  next,  in  case  said  Assemblies  think  fit  to 
appoint  snch  Committees  then  and  there  to  hold  a  (Conference  respecting  the  state  of  the 
Paper  Currency  of  y-  Said  Governments,  of  the  expediency  of  calling  in  the  same  by 
Taxes  or  Otherwise,  of  the  most  Effectual,  Expeditious  and  Equal  method  of  doing  it, 
and  to  Consult  upon  the  best  means  for  Preventing  the  Depredation  and  Counterfeiting 
of  the  same,  and  also,  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  respect  to  the  Acts  lately 
made  to  prevent  Monopoly  &  Oppression,  and  to  Confer  upon  the  late  Acts  for  preventing 
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the  Trausportation  by  Land,  of  certain  Articles  from  One  State  to  another,  And  to  Con- 
sider sucli  other  mattei's  as  particularly  Concern  the  immediate  Welfare  of  said  States, 
and  are  not  repugnant  to  or  Interfering  with  the  Powers  and  authorities  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  and  to  report  the  result  of  their  Conference,  to  y^'  General  Conrt,  and  the 
Secretary  is  hereby  directed  Immediately  to  Transmit  authenticated  Copies  of  this  Re- 
solve to  the  Gen'.  Assemlilies  of  the  States  aforementioned  — and  every  Clause  in  an  Act 
infilled  'an  Act  in  addition  to  and  for  amending  &  more  effectually  carrying  into  Exe- 
cution an  Act  intitled,  'An  Act  to  prevent  Monopoly  and  Op|)ression,  made  the  present 
year '  lie  &  hereby  are  Suspended,  Untill  the  further  Order  of  tliis  Court, —  Excepting  the 
two  first  Enacting  Clauses,  in  the  Act  before  mention'd,  determining  the  prices  Certain 
Articles  therein  Enumerated  shall  be  Sold  at  — 

In  (.Council  June  23.'.     1777    Read  &  Sent  down  —  J  si    Avery    Dpy  Sec^ 

In  tlie  House  of  Representatives  June  27.  1777  Read  and  accepted  Sent  up  for  Con- 
currence Rob  T  Paine      Spkr  pr.  temp 

In  Council  June  27.'  1777  Read  &  Concurred  and  Thomas  Cnshing  Esq  is  joined  on 
the  Part  of  the  Board  —  John.  Avert     Dpy  Sec^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . — Ibid.,  vol.  214,  p.  309. 

The  above  resolve  constitutes  chapter  CVIII.  of  the  printed  resolves  of  the  May  session, 
1777.  and  while  it  was  pending;  namely,  on  the  26th,  another  motion  was  made  for  the 
repeal  of  "the  two  acts  agains*  monopoly  and  oppression,"  and  also  for  the  repeal  of  the 
resolve  "commonly  called  the  land-embargo,"*  but  was  defeated. 

Committees  from  the  states  enumerated  in  the  above  resolve,  assembled  at  Springfield 
at  the  time  fixed.  They  consisted  of  Josiali  Bartlett  and  Nathaniel  Peabody,  of  New 
Hampshire ;  Thomas  Gushing  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  of  Massachusetts ;  Roger  Sher- 
man, Samuel  Huntington  and  Titus  Hosmer,  of  Connecticut;  William  Bradford,  Stephen 
Hopkins  and  Paul  Mumford,  of  Rhode  Island;  and  John  Sloss  Hobart  of  New  York. 
After  appointing  Stephen  Hopkins  of  Rhode  Island,  president,  and  William  Pynchon, 
clerk,  and  causing  their  several  commissions  to  be  entered  on  their  journal,  they  ad- 
journed, and  met  again  and  proceeded  to  business  on  the  first  of  August,  continuing  in 
session  five  days  1;hereafter.  The  result  of  this  conference  was  the  passage  of  eight 
resolves :  on  the  adoption  of  measures  for  preventing  the  depreciation  of  the  currency;  on 
raising  money  by  taxation  for  carrying  on  the  war ;  on  the  repeal  of  acts  relating  to 
monopoly  and  oppression  —  so  far  as  they  related  to  fixing  prices  and  prescribing  pen- 
alties —  on  making  provision  for  supplying  the  troops  with  necessary  articles;  on  measures 
for  preventing  engrossing  or  withholding  necessaries ;  on  measures  for  removing  certain 
legal  obstructions  to  free  commercial  intercourse  between  the  states ;  on  the  transmission 
to  C^ongress,  of  copies  of  their  proceedings ;  closing  with  a  recommendation  to  the  states  of 
Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire  speedily  to  fill  up  their 
quotas,  and  to  raise  and  equip  more  men  "  to  guard  the  shores  round  Rhode  Island."  A 
letter  was  also  sent  to  Congress,  in  behalf  of  the  committees,  to  accompany  the  copy  of 
their  proceedings. 

The  resolves  of  this  body,  which  relate  to  the  repeal  of  acts  to  prevent  monopoly,  &c., 
are  as  follows :  — 

"  The  Committe  took  into  Consideration  the  acts  against  Monopoly  and  oppression 
and  upon  mature  deliberation,  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  attended  with  inconveniencies, 
and  that  the  good  ends  proposed  thereby  may  be  better  attained  by  the  measures  herein 
recommended  —  whereupon  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures 
to  repeal  all  clauses  in  the  aforesaid  acts  for  preventing  Monopoly  and  Oppression,  so  far 
as  tliey  relate  to  aflSxing  the  prices  at  which  the  articles  therein  enumerated  shall  be  sold, 
and  enacting  penalties  for  not  observing  the  same. — 

And  whereas  it  may  be  apprehended  that  the  repeal  of  the  monopoly  Bill  may  operate 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  non-commissoned  officers  &  soldiers  who  may  be  employed  in 
tlie  Continental  Army  upon  the  expectation  of  being  supplied  with  the  necessaries  of  life 
at  the  prices  affixed  by  said  Bill,  therefore  more  effectually  to  prevent  such  Evil  Re- 
solved that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures  aforesaid  that  provision  be  imme- 
diately made  for  supplying  the  troops  belonging  to  the  Continental  Army,  and  raised  in 
tlieir  respective  States,  who  are  in  the  feild,  with  such  necessary  articles  as  are  not  supplied 
by  the  Commissary  General,  upon  the  same  terms  as  the  several  States  have  stipulated, 
always  taking  care  that  the  prices  affixed  in  the  said  Bill  be  considered  as  the  prime  cost — 
and  also  that  provision  be  made  at  the  expence  of  the  respective  st[atest]  that  the  families 
of  tlie  non  commissioned  officers  and  [solfjdiers  of  the  Coiitinental  Army  residing  with 
t!mm  be  supplied  with  provisions  and  cloathing  at  the  prices  sett  in  said  bill  to  the  amount 
of  tiieir  wages,  and  that  committees  b[et]  appointed  in  all  tlie  towns  and  districts  in  said 
states,  whioset]  business  it  shall  be  to  see  that  the  families  of  such  officers  and  soldiers 
are  duly  supplied  with  such  necessaries  of  11  [fet]  as  their  circumstances  may  require  to 
tlie  amount  of  su[cht]  sum  as  shall  be  lodged  by  such  officers  and  soldiers  with  said  com- 
mittees not  exceeding  their  pay  respectively  —  and  also  to  provide  suitable  laws  to  procure 
the  necessary  articles  stipulated  to  supply  said  Troops  and  their  families  by  impressing 
tliose  articles  where  necessity  shall  require,  paying  the  owner  a  reasonable  price  therefoV 
at  the  appraisement  of  indifferent  judicious  men. — 

And  whereas  the  Engrossing  8i  withholding  from  sale  the  conveniences  &  necessaries  of 
life,  accumulating  profits  upon  the  same  by  repeated  sales  in  large  quantities  from  one 
engrosser  to  another,  are  highly  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  any  state,  and,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  these  States,  are  of  the  most  fatal  and  dangerous  tendency,  Re- 
soLVKD  that  it  be  recommened  to  the  Legislatures  aforesaid  to  prohibit  and  prevent  such 

*  Chapter  CXLIV.  of  the  printed  resolves,  April  17T7.  f  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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practices  fi-om  time  to  time  under  severe  penalties  as  the  nature  &  circumstances  of  the 
case  may  require,  and  to  make  provisions  for  enforcing  tlie  sale  of  the  commodities  so 
engrossed  or  witli-held  in  small  quantities  and  at  reasonable  prices  for  the  use  of  the 
iniial)itants." — Ibid.,  vol.  144,  ;;i.  43. 

On  the  11  til  of  August,  Thomas  Gushing  submitted  to  the  Council  the  entire  journal  of 
the  conference  at  Springfield,  as  the  report  of  the  legislative  committee  of  which  he  was 
chairman.  This  report  was  read,  and  sent  down  to  the  House,  where,  on  the  13th,  it  wns, 
fia-st,  decided  not  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  whole  report  to  the  next  session, 
and  then  the  clause  relating  to  acts  for  preventing  monopoly  and  oppression  was  so 
postponed. 

In  the  September  session,  the  subject  came  up  again,  in  a  new  form.  A  joint  committee, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Wendell,  Mr.  Davis  of  Oxford  and  Mr.  Nichols,  of  the  House,  and 
Thomas  Cushing  and  John  Taylor,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed,  September  15th,  "to 
consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  to  restrain  monopolizers  and  forestallers.  On  the  same 
day,  a  committee  of  the  House  previously  appointed  to  prepare  a  new  draught  of  an  act 
relative  to  providing  for  the  families  of  the  soldiers,  and  consisting  of  Messrs.  Partridge, 
Orne,  Goodman,  llosmcr  and  Greenleaf,  was  directed  "to  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  the 
act  to  prevent  monopoly  and  oppression."  To  this  committee,  also,  was  recommitted, 
after  debate,  the  report  of  a  committee  relative  to  providing  for  the  families  of  soldiers  — 
said  report  having  )jeen  specially  assigned  for  a  hearing,  in  the  orders  of  the  day.  The 
report  of  the  committee  last  named,  has  not  ))3en  discovered;  but  it  ap  lears  to  have  em- 
braced a  resolve  for  supplying  the  families  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  army;  since  snch  a  resolve  appears  to  have  been  considered  by  the  House,  and  in 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  who  referred  it  back,  on  the  20th,  for  further  considera- 
tion. 

A  petition  of  a  number  of  women  in  the  town  of  Gorham,  whose  husbands  and  sons 
were  in  the  Continental  Army,  complaining  of  their  suft'ering  circumstances,  notwith- 
standing the  money  remitted  to  them  by  their  husbands,  etc.,  was  also  referred  to  this 
commiitoe 

On  the  "iGth,  the  House,  by  message,  urged  the  Council  to  enjoin  the  members,  belong- 
hig  to  that  Board,  of  the  joint  committee  appoin'ed  to  bring  in  a  bill  against  monopoly, 
&c.,  to  sit,  immediately.  13nt  before  any  report  was  made  Jjy  this  committee,  the  follow- 
ing resolves  were  passed,  removing  the  ])rincipal  olijoetion  to  the  repeal  of  the  monopoly 
acts.  These  resolves  passed  in  the  House,  in  the  original  draught,  on  the  29th  of  Sep: em- 
ber, and  they  constitute  chapter  CXVI.  of  the  printed  resolves  of  that  session  :^ 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  —  In  the  House  of  Ilepresentatives  Sep'.    2i}.'i   1777, 

Whereas  the  very  exorbitant  prices  at  which  most  of  the  necessaries  of  Life  are  sold  at 
the  present  Day  renders  it  lit  and  reasonable  that  eftectual  provision  should  b)  made  for 
Supplying,  at  reasonaljle  rates,  the  Families  of  such  Noncommissioned  Officers  &  private 
Soldiers  as  have  ingaged  in  the  Continental  Army. —  Therefore  Resolved  That  the  Select- 
men of  the  several  i'owns  ia  this  State  who  have  not  already  made  sufficient  provision  for 
this  purpose  be,  and  they  are  hereby  dhected,  immediately  upon  the  Receipt  of  this 
resolve,  to  call  meetings  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  qualifyed  voters  within  their  Towns, 
respectively,  which  Towns  thus  assembled  are  hereby  empowered  &  dhected  to  make 
effectual  provision  that  the  Families  of  such  noncommissioned  Officers  &  privates  in  their 
respective  I'owns  as  have  ingaged  in  the  Continental  Service  shall  be  Supply'd  from  and 
after  y '  first  day  of  Septc.  last,  with  such  Necessaries  of  Life  as  their  Circumstances  miy 
require  to  the  amount  of  such  Sum  as  shall  be  lodg'd  by  such  noncommission'd  Officers 
and  Private  Soldier  with  such  Committee  as  has  been  or  shall  be  appointed  by  the  several 
Towns  for  this  purpose  not  exceeding  the  one  half  part  of  their  Wages  respectively  (the 
other  half  doubtless  the  Soldier  will  be  supply'd  with  in  Camp  liy  the  State  Commis- 
sary) they  paying  for  the  same  at  the  rates  set  and  limitted  in  an  Act  intitled  'an  Act 
to  prevent  monopoly  and  Oppression  or  at  the  rates  they  have  been  sett  at  in  each  Town 
in  pursuance  of  said  act  -^Provided  nevertheless  the  said  Committee  shtill  refrain  from 
snpplijin'j  the  Families  of  such  Men  as  have  received  Bounties,  (either  from  the  Town  for 
which  th'i/  Enlisted,  or  from  Individuals  in  consideration  of  their  entering  into  the  Con- 
tinental Army  )  for  so  lony  a  time  ai  the  said  Committee  shall  judge  the  Bounties,  they 
have  respectively  received,  would  have  answered  to  defrey  the  extra  Expence  of  Supplying 
their  respective  Families  with  necessaries^  And  also  resolved  that  in  Case  any  Town 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  such  provision,  that  in  such  Case  the  Selectmen  in  such 
Town  or  Towns  &  their  successors  in  Office  shall  make  such  provision  and  exhibit  to  this 
Court  an  account  of  the  Surplus  of  the  Costs  of  the  necessaries  of  Life  by  them  so  sup- 
ply'd for  payment,  witli  a  reasonable  sum  for  their  trouble  and  expeuces,  and  the  monies 
paid  on  sueii  accounts  shall  be  annexed  to  the  then  next  Taxes  of  those  Towns  for  which 
such  Soldiers  are  inlisted  and  returned  as  part  of  their  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army; 
And  those  Towns  which  shall  in  pursuance  of  this  Resolve  make  provision  for  the  Fami- 
lies of  anv  Soldiers  within  their  Respective  Towns  who  are  returned  as  having  inlisted  for 
some  other  I'own  as  part  of  their  Quota  of  the  Continental  Anuy,  that  then  the  Selectmen 
of  such  Towns  shall  have  a  right  to  charge  the  extra  expence  of  the  necessaries  with 
which  such  Families  were  by  them  supply'd  c  to  this  State  and  lay  their  Accounts  before 
the  General  ('ourt  for  examination  and  payment  therc:jf  and  the  several  Towns  for  whom 
such  Soldiers  were  Hired  (after  bjing  notified)  shall  be  Charged  with  the  sums  thus  paid 
in  tbe  then  next  Tax  Bill  • 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Committees  of  the  Several  Plantations  shall  make 
the  like  Provissiou  for  the  Families  of  any  Soldiers  within  their  Respective  Plantations 
who  are  Returned  as  having  inlisted  for  any  Town  as  Part  of  their  Quota  of  the  Conti- 
nental Army  and  that  the  Committee  of  such  Plantation  sliall  have  a  right  to  charge  the 
Extra  Expence  of  the  Necessary's,  with  which  such  Families  were  by  them  Supplied  "  to 
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this  State,  and  lay  their  Accounts  before  the  General  Court  for  Examination  &  payment 
thereof,  and  the  Several  Towns  for  wliicli  such  Soldiers  were  hired,  (shall  be  charged  with 
the  Suras  thus  paid  after  being  iiotillcd  in  the  then  nex"  Tax  Bill)  and  said  Committees 
are  directed  to  use  their  influence  in  their  respective  Plantations,  that  like  Provissions  may 
be  made  by  their  Plantation  for  the  Families  of  such  Non  Commissioned  Officers  and  Pri- 
vates as  are  in  the  Continental  Army  as  the  Quota  of  that  Plantation."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  215, 
p.  3G3. 

"In  Council  Octf  10.'  1777  Read  &  Concurred  as  taken  into  a  New  Draft  —  Sent  down 
for  Concurrence  Jx<»  Avert    D>'  Sec? 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Octor  10.  1777  Read  &  concurrd  with  the  following 
amendments  viz  Dele  from  A  to  B  —  At  C  insert '  with  a  reasonable  Sum  for  their  Trouble 
and  expences  —  At  D  insert  'with  a  reasonable  Sum  for  their  Troulile  and  Expences ' 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  —  J  Wakren     Spli"' 

In  Coimcil  Octr  lOj'  1777  Read  &  Concurred  with  the  Amendments  at  C  &  D  &  Non- 
concurred  with  the  Amendment  from  A  &  B  with  respect  to  which  the  Board  adhere  to 
their  own  Vote.    Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jn"?  Avert  D>'  Sec.^' — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct.  10">  1777    Read  and  concurrd 

J  Warren  [Spk-*] 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Coiincil] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  362. 

Two  days  before  the  above  resolves  were  finally  passed,  the  bill  of  this  act  was  read  a  first 
time,  in  the  House.  On  the  next  day,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  on  the  10th,  read  a 
third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  On  the 
13th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  both  branches. 

Chap.  7.  This  is  the  first  act  passed  for  di'awing  in,  and  sinking,  bills  of  credit  emitted 
during  the  Revolution.  The  conference  of  committees  of  the  New-England  states,  held  at 
Providence,  Dec.  25,  1776,  an  account  of  which  is  given  in  the  note  to  1776-77,  chapter  14, 
ante,  agreed  to  the  following  recommendation,  among  others,  to  the  several  legislatures 
represented  by  them :  — 

"  This  Committee  taking  into  Consideration  the  Currency  of  Paper  Bills  emitted  by  the 
States  of  New-England  in  Lieu  of  Money  for  the  Prosecution  of  the  present  SVar,  and 
being  fully  convinced,  That  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  theh  Depreciation,  as  it 
will  be  impossible  for  the  States  to  establish  and  support  an  Army,  upon  which  the  safety 
of  tlie  Country  under  God  depends  without  preserving  the  Credit  of  such  Emissions  do 
Resolve  as  follows. 

As  the  Paper- Bills  now  circulating  far  exceed  the  Quantity  necessary  for  a  Medium  of 
Exchange  and  of  Course  the  Surpluss  must  greatly  tend  to  depreciate  the  whole. 

It  is  recommended  to  the  above  mentioned  States  that  no  further  Emissions  be  made, 
but  that  the  Several  Treasuries  lie  supplied  by  Taxes  &  by  boiTowing  the  necessary  Sums 
to  be  repaid  in  Three  Years  or  sooner  from  their  Date  with  an  Interest  not  exceeding  Five 
4^''  Centum  ^p'r  Annum;  unless  upon  a  Critical  Contingency  there  may  be  an  absolute 
Necessity  of  an  immediate  supply,  and  the  Money  cannot  be  procured  upon  Loan :  in 
which  Case  it  is  recommended  that  Bills  be  emitted  redeemable  in  Three  Ycai's  or  sooner 
with  an  Interest  of  Four  <^'  Cent,  jicr  Annum :  and  that  that  the  State  emitting  the  same 
Notify  the  other  States  of  such  Emission. 

The  Committee  ai-e  govei'ned  in  fixmg  the  Rates  of  Interest  for  Money  borrowed  at  Five 
^  Cent,  by  this  Consideration  that  the  Notes  given  by  the  Continental  Treasurer  are  a 
better  Security  than  those  issued  by  any  particular  State  and  will  have  a  more  general 
Credit,  which  will  make  a  Diiference  of  One  per  Cent,  in  the  Premium  for  Money  bor- 
rowed— 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  forthwith  to  levy  such  Taxes  upon  the 
Inhabitants  as  then-  Abilities  will  bear. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  call  in  the  Bills  of  Credit  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  Periods  for  which  they  were  severally  emitted  in  the  Best  Manner  they  can 
devise,  to  give  reasonable  and  just  satisfaction  to  the  Possessors  of  the  Bills  — 

The  Committee  have  great  hopes  that  a  strict  adherence  to  these  Measures  will  effectu- 
ally establish  the  Credit'of  the  Paper  Bills."  — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  144,  p.  13. 

These  recommendations  were  reenforced  by  a  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  com- 
municated in  the  following  letter :  — 

"  Baltimore  Fcby  20tii  1777. 
Gentlemen,  In  Consequence  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  sevei'al  Committees  from  the 
States  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshhi-,  and  Rhode  Island  being  laid 
before  Congress,  they  have  come  to  the  enclosed  Resolves,  which  I  am  commanded  to 
transmit  to  you. 

Altho  Congress  approve  the  Measures  adopted  by  that  Body  to  prevent  the  Depreciation 
of  their  Currency  (except  striking  Bills  to  bear  Interest)  yet  they  have  referred  to  the 
Consideration  of  the  other  States,  the  Propriety  of  regulating  the  Prices  of  Goods,  and  at 
the  same  Time  recommend  to  them  to  devise  sucii  Expedients  as  they  may  think  will  be 
most  likely  to  remedy  the  Evils  occasioned  by  the  exorbitant  Prices  of  Manufactures,  and 
all  other  Articles  of  Trade. 

As  the  emitting  Bills  with  Interest  thereon,  will  have  a  Tendency  to  depreciate  the  Con- 
tinental and  other  Currencies,  it  is  the  Opinion  ot  Congress  such  a  Measure  ought  by  no 
Means  to  be  adopted. 

I  beg  Leave  to  request  your  Attention  to  the  wliole  of  the  enclosed  Resolves,  and  have 
the  Honour  to  be,        Gentlemen,  your  most  oljed.  &  very  hble  Serv. 

John  Hancock    Presd 

*  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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Your  fav.s  of  30"»  Jany.  &  1  Febr>'  bave  been  Just  Rec'd- 

I  have  Rec'd  Directions  from  Congress  on  Tuesday  next  to  Adjourn  Congress  to 
Pbilada  ct  I  shall  set  off  for  that  place  on'Wednesday  morn?— 

Honble  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  196.  p.  246. 

The  enclosed  resolve  referred  to  in  the  above  letter,  is  as  follows :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  considering  the  situation  of  the  new-england  states,  Congress  approve 
of  the  measiu'es  adopted  and  recommended  by  tlie  committees  fi'om  tlie  four  new-england 
states,  for  the  defence  of  the  state  of  llhode-Island ;  and  also  of  the  measures  to  be  taken 
for  preventing  the  depreciation  of  then-  currency,  except  that  part  which  recommends  the 
strilcing  bills  bearing  interest,  which  being  a  measure  tending  to  depreciate  the  continental 
and  other  currencies,  ought  not  to  be  adopted,  and  it  is  so  recommended  by  Congress  to  the 
said  new-england  states."  —  Journals  of  Congress  :  Feb.  15,  1777. 

The  next  step  preparatory  to  the  sinking  of  the  bills  was  the  following  provision  for  pro- 
curing paper  to  be  used  in  striking  off  the  treasurer's  notes :  — 

"  State  of  the        )  In  the  House  of  Representatives 

Massachusetts  Bay  S  May  y  lO"'  1777 

Resolved*  that  John  Brown  Esq"".  Oliver  VVendal  Esq  &  M  r  Crane  —  be  and  they  hereby 
are  appointed  a  committe  to  Procure  a  Quontity  of  Paper  for  the  Striking  of  a  numlier  of 
Blank  Treasif  notes  and  to  Provide  a  Plate  therefor  —  also  Paper  for  the  Striking  of 
Such  Emetions  of  mony  as  may  be  needful!  for  the  redemtion  of  such  of  onr  bill  as  may 
be  thought  proper  by  the  next  General  Court  to  call  in,  on  account  of  their  being  Counter- 
tited  or  for  any  other  reason  and  to  agree  with  sume  Proper  person  or  persons  to  ingrave 
a  Plate  for  striking  of  the  the  same    Sent  up  for  concurrence  J  Waiirex     Spk'' 

In  Council  May  10.'  1777    Read  cSc  Concurred  _  Jn?  Aveky    Dpy  Sec^ 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  lifteen  of  the  Council]. — 'Mass.  Archives,  vol.  214,  jo.  59. 

The  conference  of  committees  from  the  legislatures  of  the  New-England  states,  and 
New  York,  which  was  held  at  Springfield  in  August,  1777  (see  note  to  chapter  6,  ante), 
next  adopted  resolves  recommending  measures  nearly  coinciding  with  the  provisions 
enacted  in  this  chapter.  The  record  of  the  result  of  this  conference,  respecting  the  cur- 
rency, is  as  follows :  — 

"  The  committees  confered  upon  the  state  of  the  paper  currency  of  the  said  govern- 
ments ;  of  the  expediency  of  calling  in  the  same  by  taxes  or  otherwise ;  of  the  most 
effectual,  expeditious  and  equal  method  of  doing  it;  and  best  means  for  preventing  the 
depreciation  and  counterfeiting  of  the  same  and,  upon  full  consideration  are  unanimously 
of  opinion,  that  the  quantity  of  paper  currency  emitted  and  circulating  in  said  states 
greatly  exceeds  what  is  necessary  for  a  medium  of  trade,  and  for  support  of  the  war, 
whence  necessarily  follows  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  a  stagnation  of  their  circula- 
tion, fluctuation  irregularity,  and  extravagance  in  prices  &  if  not  timely  remedied  the 
total  destruction  of  their  credit  to  the  greatest  injury  of  the  states :  they  are  also  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that  the  great  number  of  Bills  circulating  upon  the  credit  of  the  united 
states,  and  the  several  particiilar  states  tend  mutually  to  depreciate  each  other,  not  only  by 
the  too  great  quantity  but  also  by  multiplied  frauds  in  counterfeiting,  and  the  increased 
difficulty  of  detecting  the  same,  which  evils  as  far  as  is  possible  to  remedy  at  present  & 
prevent  in  future.  Resolved  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  states  to  make  provision  for  drawing  in  and  sinking  the  bills  of  credit  which  are 
not  upon  interest  by  them  respectively  emitted  (small  change  less  than  a  dollar  only  ex- 
cepted) by  the  first  day  of  November  next,  either  by  taxes  or  by  exhanging  them  for 
Treasurers  notes,  for  sums  not  less  than  ten  pounds  on  interest  at  six  ^  Cent  ^  Annum, 
or  foi-  Continental  Bills  of  Credit:  and  to  prohibit  the  currency  of  their  respective  bills  of 
Credit  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  November,  and  not  to  emit  any  more  bills  of 
credit  hereafter  except  for  change  not  exceeding  half  a  dollar 

Resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures  aforesaid,  for  the  future  to 
provide  for  the  exigencies  of  their  respective  States,  and  the  support  of  the  war,  as  far  as 
possible,  by  taxation.  And  in  order  to  lighten  the  burden,  and  accommodate  the  taxes  to 
the  convenience  of  the  people,  and  the  more  effectually  to  establish  the  credit  of  the  Con- 
tinental currency,  that  those  taxes  be  levied  and  assessed,  at  the  least,  once  in  every 
quarter  of  the  year ;  and  to  take  effectual  measures  that  the  several  assessments  be  duly 
collected  and  punctually  paid  into  the  respective  Treasuries."  — Ibid.,  vol.  144,  p.  41. 

The  report  of  the  committee  sent  from  Massachusetts  to  the  Springfield  conference 
having  been  placed  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  the  House,  on  the  13th  of  August,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  former  of  the  above  recommendations,  and  referred  the  same  to  a  com- 
mittee, consising  of  Messrs.  Wctmore,  Snnmer,  Davis,  Durfee  and  Nichols,  to  consider  the 
same.and  report  thereon  "at  the  next  session." 

The  General  Court  was  adjourned  to  September  10th,  on  which  day  the  Council  sent 
down  a  message,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract :  — 

"You  have  before  you,  for  consideration,  the  proceedings,  agreed  upon,  by  the  Com- 
mittees from  the  N.  England  States  &  N.  Y'ork  at  their  late  convention  in  the  Town  of 
Springfield,  They  have  recommended  certain  measures  to  be  immciiately  taken  for  the 
Support  of  the  paper  currency.  We  earnestly  recommend  this  impi)itant  matter  to  your 
immediate  attention,  as  every  day's  experience  furnishes  fresh  proofs  of  the  altsolutc 
necessity  of  it  —  The  calling  in  &  sinkuig  our  Bills  of  credit  and  levying  as  large  Taxes  as 
the  Peojile  can  possil)ly  bear  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  War,  will  we  are  perswadd  as 
effectually  support  the  credit  of  our  money  as  any  other  measure  we  can  at  present  sug- 
gest." —  Ibid.,  vol.  158,  p.  94. 

This  message  with  the  accompanying  papers,  was  read  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Pitts, 
Greenleaf,  Perry,  Davis  and  Sewall  "  to  consider  the  same  and  report." 

*  Chapter  COXXIV.  of  the  printed  resolves,  March  sesBion,  1776-77. 
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On  the  12th,  the  committee  appointed  August  13th,  made  their  report  as  follows:  — 
"In  the  House  of  Representatives  Septcml)er  1777  — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration,  the  first  paragraph  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committees  from  this  &  the  neighbouring  States,  lately  sitting  at  Springfield,  and 
to  provide  for  calling  in  and  sinking  the  Bills  of  Credit,  not  upon  Interest  (small  change 
less  than  a  dollar  excepted)  emitted  by  this  State ;  have  attended  that  service  &  beg  leave 
to  report — 

That  they  find  the  amount  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  this  state  and  not  upon 
interest  is— £470,042— 

That  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  for  smalt  change,  iu  sums  less  than  a  Dollar,  amounts 
to  x,30962„  12„  8— 

That  the  amount  of  the  bills  of  Credit  above  &  including  a  dollar  is  £439,079,,  7„  4 — 

And  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  bills  of  Credit,  last  mentioned,  to 
the  amount  of  £250,000 — be  drawn  into  the  Treasury  and  sunk,  by  a  tax,  to  be  levied  for 
that  purpose  in  the  following  manner;  to  wit.  £125,000  thereof  by  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber next— and  £125,000,  by  the  last  day  of  May  next — 

That  for  the  remainder  of  said  Bills,  being  the  sum  of  £189,079,/  7„  4  The  Treasurer  be 
impowered  and  directed  to  give  his  notes  to  the  possessors  thereof,  on  interest  at  six  i^ 
Cent.  4^  Annum— payable  on  the  first  day  of  July,  A.D.  1779. — that  no  note  be  given  by 
him  for  a  less  sum  than  £10— &  that  the  notes  so  given  by  him  be  not,  in  any  way, 
negotiable  or  tninsferrable. 

That  from  &  after  the  first  Day  of  November  next,  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  state, 
not  upon  interest,  small  Change  less  than  a  Dollar  excepted,  shall  cease  to  be  a  tender  for 
anv  Debt  whatever — Except  that  the  same  be  received  in  payment  of  the  taxes  heretofore 
laid,  or  which  shall  be  laid  the  present  year—  W.  VVetmore  <^  Order  ".—Ihid., 

vol.  142,  p.  89. 

The  consideration  of  this  report  was  assigned  to  Tuesday,  the  16th,  but  the  subject 
seems  not  to  have  been  reached  until  the  seventeenth,  when  the  House  resolved  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  for  that  purpose.  The  Council  was  notified  of  this  resolution, 
by  message.  Mr.  Pitts  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  the  speaker  left  the 
chair.  After  debate,  the  committee  I'ose  and  reported  that  no  conclusion  had  been  arrived 
at,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again;  which  was  granted  for  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day, 
with  the  same  result.  This  proceeding  was  repeated,  through  both  sessions  of  the  two  fol- 
lowing days,  and,  on  the  20th,  the  committee,  after  one  session,  rose  and  reported  as 
follows :  — 

"  House  of  Representatives     September  20  1777 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  calling 
in  &  sinking  the  money  emitted  by  this  State,  report  as  their  opinion  vi/.'. 

That  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  this  State  not  on  Interest  (small  change  less  than  a 
Dollar  only  excepted)  be  call'd  in  &  sunk  by  the  first  day  of  November  next  l)y  exchang 
them  for  Treasurers  Notes  for  Sums  not  less  than  ten  pounds  on  Interest  at  Six  4^  Cent 
^  Ann^  and  to  prohibit  the  currency  of  the  bills  of  Credit  from  &  after  the  first  dav 
of  November  &  not  to  emit  any  more  hereafter  except  for  change  not  exceeding  half 
a  dollar,  unless  the  pressing  Exigencies  of  the  State  make  it  absolutely  necessary  for  its 
Welfare 

That  a  Tax  of  £300,000  be  levied  &  assessed  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  for  the 
year  1777  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  first  of  January  next. 

That  for  the  future  the  Exegencies  of  the  State  for  carrying  on  the  war  be  supported  by 
Taxation,  and  that  Taxes  be  levied  &  assess'd  quarterly  on  the  Inhabitants  &  punctually 
paid  into  the  Treasury. — 

And  that  Taxes  be  Levied  &  assess*,  on  the  Inhabitants  &  punctually  paid  into  the 
Treasury  in  such  Sums  &  at  such  periods  as  the  General  Court  shall  hereafter  direct — 

M-:    Wendell  to  draw  Resolve."  — 76«rL,  vol.  137,  p.  182. 

Tlie  House  debated  this  report  through  the  23d,  24th  and  2oth;  and  on  the  26th,  Messrs. 
Sumner,  Pynchon  and  Pitts  were  appointed  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  calling  in 
and  sinking  the  bills  of  credit,  in  accordance  with  the  report. 

A  bill  was  brought  in,  accordingly,  which  was  read  a  fii'st  time,  October  2d,  and  read 
again,  October  3d.  On  the  7th,  it  was  read  again,  and  debated,  and  on  the  8th,  it  was 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  On  the  10th,  it  was  passed  to  be 
engrossed  by  the  Council,  with  sections  3,  4  and  5,  and  the  preamble  to  section  3,  inserted 
as  amendments.  After  engrossment,  three  minor  amendments  were  proposed  by  the 
House,  the  most  important  of  which  were  the  striking  out  the  words  "  of  a  new  form  " 
after  the  word  "stamp,"  in  the  first  section,  and  the  addition  of  the  clause  at  the  end  of 
section  9,  requiring  an  oath  and  certificate  thereof.  These  amendments  were  agreed  to 
by  the  Council,  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

While  this  bill  was  pending,  the  following  resolve  was  passed,  prohibiting  the  emi.ssion 
from  the  treasury  of  any  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  larger  denoiniiiatioiis:  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sepf  2(i'J  1777 

Resolved*  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed  from  &  after  this 
Time  till  the  further  Order  of  this  Court  not  to  pay  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State  Any 
Bill  or  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  except  such  Bills  as  are  under  the  Sum  of  six  Shil- 
lings each.    A —    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  R  T  Paine      Spkr  pr.  temp  — 

In  Council  Sep'.  27.'  1777  Read  &  Concm-red  with  an  Amendment  at  A  Viz.  at  A  insert 
unless  in  Case  of  Necesity —    Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jno  Avery     D^,  Secy 

*  Chapter  LXII.  of  the  printed  resolvei  of  the  September  eession. 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept  27.  1777    Read  &  Concurrd  — 

R  T  Paine     Spkr  pr.  temp 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  215,  p.  195. 

After  the  bill  of  this  chapter  had  been  passed  to  Ije  engrossed,  in  the  House,  and  before 
the  Council  had  concurred  in  the  engrossment,  the  following  resolve  against  the  further 
emission  of  bills,  and  providing  for  defraying  the  future  expenses  of  the  war,  by  taxation 
only,  was  passed :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct  9  1777 

"Whereas*  the  frequent  Emissions  of  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State  has  proved  prejudiaall 
to  their  Currency  &  depreciated  their  Value 

It  is  therefore  Resolved  That  the  future  Expences  of  the  State  in  carrying  on  the  pros 
ent  War  &c  be  supported  by  Taxation  only,  and  that  the  Taxes  be  levy'd  &  assess'd  on 
the  Inhabitants  &  punctually  paid  into  the  Treasury  in  such  Sums  &  at  such  short  Periods 
as  the  Generall  Court  shall  hereafter  direct. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Warren      Spk"" 

In  Council  Octob';  9.'  1777    Read  &  Concurred  .1n°  Avery      Dy  Secv 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. — Ibid., p.  352. 

Notice  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  was,  by  the  following  resolve,  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
president  of  the  Council  of  the  state  of  New  Hampshire :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay    In  tbe  House  of  Representatives  Ocf  20.  1777 

Resolved t  that  the  honourable  President  of  the  Council  be  and  he  is  hereby  desired  to 
inform  the  Hon  President  of  the  Council  of  the  State  of  New-Hampshire  by  letter  of  the 
sum  agreed  to  be  assessed  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  the  present  year,  that  he  inclose 
in  his  Letter  a  Copy  of  the  Bill  for  calling  in  and  sinking  the  money  emitted  by  this  Sta'e, 
&  that  he  inform  him  of  any  otLier  Steps  which  have  been  taken  by  this  Court  to  carry 
into  execution  the  plan  agreed  on  by  the  Several  Committees  who  lately  met  at  Spring- 
field. Sent  u])  for  Concurrence  J  Warren      Spk'' 

In  Council  Oct-^,  20.'  1777    Read  &  Concurred  Jno  Avery     Dy  Secy 

Consented  to  "  — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  {Ibid.,  p.  4.56.) 
—  and  the  following  is  the  draft  of  a  letter  prepared  to  accompany  it:  — 

•'Boston  Oct  29.  1777 

Sir  This  is  to  acquaint  you  that  the  general  Assembly  of  this  State  in  their  present 
Session  have  passed  a  Bill  for  assessing  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  the  Sum  of 
£300,000.  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  It  day  of  Jany  177S.  They  have  likewise 
passed  an  Act  for  calling  in  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  &  notes  not  upon  In',  of  this  Sta'e, 
above  the  denomination  of  Six  shillings  by  the  first  day  of  Jany  1778  They  have  like- 
wise passed  a  Resolution  for  raising  a  Sufficient  Sum  for  carrying  on  the  Expences  of  ilie 
War,  within  the  year  —  and  repcakl  the  Acts  made  the  present  year  against  Monoi)oly  \- 
Opression  Copies  of  these  two  last  mentioned  Acts  ami  the  said  Resolution  I  have  the 
Honour  by  the  direciion  of  the  general  asseinl)ly  of  this  State  with  the  Intelligence 
afores'l  to  "transmit  you  herewith  and  am  Sir         your  most  hum«  Ser'— 

Hon°  Meshech  Weare  Esq"" — 

Letter  Simular  to  the  above  with  the  Several  resolutions  mentioned  sent  to  the  four 
New  Enaland  States  &  N.  Yov\i.."  —  Ibid.,vol.  I2%,p.  258. 

Petitions  and  remonstrances  against  the  act,now  poured  in  from  different  parts  of  the 
state.  Those  from  the  towns  of  Mansfield,  Leicester,  Taunton,  Rutland,  Oakham,  Nor- 
ton, l^'itchburg,  Harwich,  Holdcn,  Middleborough,  Westborough,  Westminster,  Easton, 
Mendon,  Leominster,  Monson,  Plymptoii  and  Harvard,  and  from  the  committees  of  Sut- 
ton, Worcester,  Uxbridge,  Grafton,  Douglas  and  Northljridge  were  read,  before  Dec.  5, 
and  committed  to  Messrs.  Phillips,  Ellis,  Greenough,  Coffin,  Hosmer,  Brooks  and  Turner, 
with  directions  to  sit  forthwith.  Although  neither  the  originals,  nor  any  transcript,  of 
these  petitions  have  been  found,  the  manner  in  which  some  of  the  objections  of  the  remon- 
strants were  stated  appears  in  the  following  remonstrances  from  the  towns  of  Pepperrell 
and  Belchertown.    The  address  which  follows,  sums  up  all  the  objections  :  — 

"  To  Henry  Woods  Esq.  Representative  for  the  Town  of  Pepperrell  in  the  General 
Assemblv,  of  the  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  — 

We  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Pepperrell  in  Town  meeting 
Assembled  Nov:  29:  1777.  Having  maturely  consider^  the  late  Act  of  the  Great  and 
General  Assemblv  of  this  State  for  calling  in  and  giving  publick  Notes  on  Intrcst  for  all 
the  Bills  of  publick  credetof  this  State  excepting  those  that  are  on  intrest  and  that  arc  in 
value  less  than  one  dollar. — Think  it  will  be  attended  with  many  and  great  evils  to  this 
State.  As  this  nesesary  but  unhapy  ■  ar  has  unavoidably  occasioned  a  heavy  dcpt  to  be 
contracted  by  this  State  and  likely  to  increase  We  think  that  paying  intrcst  for  such  a 
large  sum  must  much  increase  the  Dept  without  eqtiivolent  advantage  many  other  evils 
attend  the  calling  in  so  larse  a  sum  at  once.  Many  persons  that  have  this  States  money 
by  them  and  little  else  must  carry  it  in  and  take  notes  for  the  same  or  loose  it  whicli 
money  they  will  need  to  pay  their  Taxes,  with  for  the  want  of  which  their  Goods  and 
Chatties  mustbc  taken  to  their  great  damage  or  prehaps  to  their  utter  Ruen. 

We  are  senccable  that  the  high  and  uncertain  price  of  the  nesasaries  of  life  is  a  great 
grievance  and  must  prove  very  hurtfull  if  not  checked  for  which  good  purpose  we  sup- 
pose the  Honourable  general  Assembly  passed  the  late  Act  — But  with  all  humble  sub- 
mission think  that  calling  it  in  a  little  more  moderately  by  a  Tax  miglit  answer  the  same 
purposes  without  being  attended  with  so  many  bad  cr)nsi'quences— For  the  above  reasons 
and  many  more  which  might  be  mentioned — wedesireand  expect  you  will  use  your  best 
endeavours  in  the  General  Asseml)ly  to  procure  a    repeal  of  .the  Above  s'^  Act  — 

*  Chapter  CXII.  of  the  printed  resolves  of  the  September  session,     t  Ibid.,  chapter  CLA2UX. 
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Presenting  the  above  Instructions  to  your  wise  Consideration.  Wish  you  and  all  true 
friends  to  the  American  States,  The  allwisc  Gods  direction  that  he  would  lead  you  in  the 
way  that  shall  be  most  for  the  good  of  this  and  all  the  American  States  and  never  suffer 
you  to  be  led  a  side  from  seeking  the  welfair  of  your  Country  is  the  Prayer  of  your 
Constituants.  W''   Prescott         John  Nutting  )    ri^^.v,!ft«o 

Tho^  Spauldino         John  Shed  ]   committee. 

Voted  to  accept  the  Report  of  the  Com^"  and  that  the  Clark  Serve  the  Representative 
with  a  Copy  of  the  same 

Peppcrre'll  Nov  29"'  1777.    A  true  Copy    attest  W"  Geeen  Town  Clark."— Ibid., 

vol.  137,  p.  193. 

"  To  the  IlonWo  Councel  &  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen"  Court  assembled,  in 
Boston,  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  we  the  Inhabitants  of  Belcherstown  Beg  leave  to 
Represent  to  your  Honours,  that  the  End  of  Legislation  &  Govermcnt  is  the  Publick 
Good  so  when  the  sulijects  of  Legislation  and  Goverment  Enact  any  Rules  or  Laws  that 
arc  not  Calculated  &  adapted  for  the  Publick  Good  or  to  advance  the  Common  Intrest — ■ 
It  is  both  their  Duty  &  Plight  to  Remonstrate  against  such  acts  and  Petition  for  Redress 

Upon  these  Principals  we  Would  beg  leave  to  remonstrate  to  your  Honours  against  a 
Late  act  of  s'l  Assembley  for  Calling  in  the  bills  of  this  State  and  Giveing  Notes  on  Intrest 
for  the  same  in  the  manner  Prescribed  in  s'^  act  —  The  Reasons  we  would  offer  are  these 

In  the  First  place  we  apprehend  s^  act  Directly  Contrary  to  the  Declaration  and  Promis 
and  Law  of  the  Hon''''"  Assembly  afors^^,  Exprcsed  in  the  Face  of  s''  Bills,  wheriu  they 
wear  ordered  to  Pass  for  a  Certain  time  in  all  Payments  which  time  is  not  yet  Expired, 
Which  act  we  apprehend  is  intirely  Novel  and  foreign  from  the  Legislators  Design  in 
Emiting  s''  Bills,  and  to  the  Expectation  of  People  in  takeing  them,  and  has  a  tendancy 
to  Excite  People  to  Charge  Legislators  with  Inconstancy,  and  be  Defident  of  Court 
Promises,  and  to  Destroy  the  Credit  of  all  Paper  Currancy, 

We  also  apprehended  that,  that  the  Design  of  the  Assembly  when  they  Emitted  s'l  Bills, 
was  that  they  should  be  Called  in  by  Taxes  at  the  times  appointed  in  s<i  Bills  and  this 
was  the  Gen"  Expectation  of  People  which  by  s'l  Late  act  is  frusterated,  If  it  be  s'l  that 
the  Design  of  s''  Act  was  to  prevent  the  Depreciation  of  paper  Currancy,  we  Reply  that 
s''  Bills  would  not  be  so  Depreciated,  but  that  they  would  be  fully  sufHciant  for  their 
own  Dcdemption  — 

Further  we  apprehend  it  Intirely  unreasonable  to  put  s''  money  upon  Intrest  as  pre- 
scriljcd  in  s''  act,  because  people  must  be  obliged  to  pay  the  Same  at  the  Expiration  of 
s''  Termes,  and  the  principal  &  Intrest  will  amount  to  an  Enormous  Sum  when  the  money 
l)eing  Called  in,  in  this  manner  will  Deprive  them  of  the  means  of  Paying — it  will  be 
Brick  without  Straw 

We  are  verry  Sencible  of  the  Great  pains  that  has  bin  taken  by  your  Honours  to  stop 
tho^-e  people  Called  Monopolizers,  but  Notwithstanding  all  the  pains  that  has  bin  taken 
they  have  Gon  against  all  Rule  and  order,  and  have  sunk  the  Bills  about  Seventy  five  ^' 
Cen'  and  by  that  means  have  gathered  Great  Quantityes  of  them  into  their  hands,  and 
see  them  sinqueing  to  Nothing  Whether  these  People  are  in  Boston  or  in  the  Country 
we  are  not  able  to  say,  but  we  apprehend  they  have  perswaded  your  Honours  to  Call  in 
their  Bills  —  which  they  have  unrighteously  Gained,  and  put  thenr  upon  Intrest  &  that  is 
to  make  Money  scearce,  and  if  it  answers  the  Design  of  the  Court,  it  will  Greatly  answer 
the  End  of  the  monopolizer,  and  what  Little  of  our  Estates  will  be  Left  at  the  End  of  the 
war  must  Go  to  pay  the  principal  &  Intrest  of  s''  Contract  — 

We  have  bin  at  Great  Expence  in  the  war,  and  some  of  us  have  hired  men  into  the 
three  years  Continental  Service,  at  the  Expence  of  a  100 — 130  —  and  150  Dollers  Each 
others  of  ns  have  Left  all  the  Intrest  we  had  in  the  world,  Left  our  farmes  at  Rack  & 
Ruin  and  pushed  of  Personally  into  the  war  for  the  sake  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Country 
and  if  we  must  be  thus  Devouered  while  we  are  absent  we  shall  think  it  verry  heard 

Further  more  as  a  General  uneasiness  at  s'l  act  prevails  in  the  state  we  are  fearfully 
ajiprehensive  that  the  Consequence  will  be  bad  some  will  be  Discouraged  others  Muti- 
nous we  fear  that  peoples  minds  will  be  Disafected  to  Govermont,  (  Which loe  are  Earnesthj 
Desireous  to  maintain)  and  the  salvation  of  our  Country  which  we  would  Ever  promote 
will  hereby  be  neglected  and  indangered —  • 

Our  Request  and  petition  therefore  is  that  your  Honours  would  Make  an  order  that  no 
more  i)f  s''  Notes  Shall  be  Given,  and  those  that  are  Given  shall  be  recalled,  and  re- 
demed,  with  the  same  money  and  s''  money  ordered  to  pass  as  before  and  your  Peti- 
tioners as  in  Duty  bound  shall  Ever  Pray  Nathli.  Dwight   ^ 

Belcherstown  Daniel  Smith        ^Com*  " — 

Dec- 12^.':  1777  Caleb  Clark        ) 

Ibid.,  vol.  183,  p.  307. 

The  committee  upon  these  remonstrances  made  the  following  report,  on  the  fourth  of 
December:  — 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Remonstrances  of  several  towns  on  the 
subject  of  an  Act  lately  passed  for  the  Purpose  of  calliuir  in  and  sinking  by  Loan  the  Bills 
of  Credit  of  this  State  —  take  leave  to  repeat  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  to  give  Libert.y  for 
the  payment  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  this  State,  in  discharge  of  Taxes  untill  the 
lo'h  of  Jany  next  —  and  that  further  Provision  be  made  to  defrcy  the  Charges  of  Govern- 
ment, by  granting  a  Tax  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Pounds  to  be  paid  by  the 
first  of  June  next. —  SamV  Phillips  pr  Ordr  ." — Ibid.,vol.  Vil,p.\92. 

After  debate  upon  this  report,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Paine,  Phillips,  Sum- 
ner, Ilosmer  and  Pickering,  was  appointed  "  to  collect  the  several  objections  set  forth  in 
said  remonstrances,  and  prepare  answers  to  the  same,  shewing  the  reasons  on  which  the 
act  aforesaid  was  founded." 

On  the  12th  of  December,  the  last  committee  reported  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  state,  answering  the  objections  made  in  the  remonstrances  of  the  towns  already 
named,  and  of  the  towns  of  Stoughtonham,  Spencer,  Bridgewater,  Chelmsford,  Stow  and 
Littleton,  which  were  presented  later.  On  the  15th,  Messrs.  Paine,  Greenough  and  Phil- 
lips were  appointed  a  committee  to  correct  the  address,  which  had  been  reported,  "  and 
that  Mr.  Scott  cause  the  same,  when  prepared  by  said  committee,  to  be  printed  in  hand- 
bills, one  of  which  to  be  sent  to  the  selectmen  of  each  town  in  this  state,  to  be  communi- 
cated."   This  address  was  as  follows :  — 

"  To  the  IxHABiTANTS  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
Friends  and  Fellow  Countrymen! 

It  is  with  concern  and  attention  that  the  Ilotise  of  Representatives  find  that  an  act, 
intituled  an  act  for  drawing  in  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  several  denominations,  &c  passed 
the  last  Session,  has  given  uneasiness  to  any  of  the  good  people  of  this  State :  A  number 
of  towns  have  presented  their  petitions  slating  such  grievances,  as  they  apprehend  will 
arise  from  the  execution  of  that  act,  and  pray  relief; 

The  knowledge  which  the  good  people  have  of  the  disposition  of  their  Representatives, 
must  induce  them  to  believe  (what  most  of  the  petitions  express)  that  the  legislative  body 
in  passing  that  law,  and  in  all  their  conduct,  have  it  sincerely  in  view  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  this  State,  by  those  measures  which  upon  full  advisement  and  consideration  of 
all  circumstances  and  exigencies,  appear  best  adapcd  for  that  essential  purpose;  and  in 
pursuance  of  that  disposition,  the  House  of  Representatives  have  proceeded  to  a  con- 
sideration of  the  substantial  part  of  the  petitions,  and  to  explain  to  their  constituents,  the 
reasons  upon  which  the  said  act  was  enacted. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  present  necessary  and  expensive  war  in  which  we  are 
involved,  for  the  preservation  of  every  thing  vahialile,  was  first  enkindled  in  this  State, 
and  in  so  sudden  a  manner,  that  without  magazines  or  finances,  wc  were  obliged  instantly 
to  raise,  pay  and  support  a  large  army  by  our  own  efforts,  before  the  American  Congress 
could  take  measures  to  relieve  ns ;  this  occasioned  the  emission  of  large  and  repeated 
quantities  of  bills  of  credit;  the  unsettled  state  of  Government,  and  the  disinclination  of 
many  of  the  inhabitants  to  call  in  any  of  the  bills  of  credit,  or  prevent  the  emission  of 
more  by  taxation,  reduced  the  legislative  body  to  this  alternative,  either  to  suffer  our  lib- 
erties to  be  destroyed  for  want  of  defence,  or  else  to  continue  the  emission  of  paper  bills, 
to  the  depreciation  of  what  was  then  current:  the  same  situation  of  Government,  and  dis- 
inclination for  taxation  taking  place  also  in  the  other  States,  occasioned  large  and  repeated 
emissions  of  bills  of  credit  from  them,  which  obtained  a  general  circulation  among  us ; 
from  all  this  it  is  obvious,  that  the  American  Congress  being  the  collected  power  and  will 
of  the  United  States,  could  do  no  otherwise,  than  repeat  their  emissions  of  Continental 
currency,  as  the  general  good  of  the  whole  required,  expecting  when  the  Governments  of 
the  several  States  should  be  so  established,  as  that  taxation  should  relieve  us  from  the 
great  evil  of  repeated  emissions  of  paper  currency  :  It  is  also  notorious,  that  numbers  of 
our  enemies  have  counterfeited  lai'ge  quantities  of  the  paper  currency  of  this  and  the 
neighbouring  States,  and  that  by  means  of  all  this,  the  quantity  of  circulating  paper 
medium,  has  long  since  encreased  vastly  beyond  all  pretensions  of  usefulness,  and  mani- 
festly to  the  enhancing  the  demand  of  all  commodities  to  an  extravagant  price :  This 
alarming  situation  of  our  currency  and  commerce,  induced  the  General  Assembly  of  last 
year,  to  meet  liy  their  Delegates  in  Convention,  the  neighbouring  States  at  Providence,  and 
on  their  report,  the  monopoly  bill  (so  called)  was  enacted,  but  iieing  unaccompanied  with 
taxation,  loaning,  or  any  other  method  of  reducing  the  overgrown  quantities  of  paper 
currency,  it  failed  of  answering  the  valuable  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed;  the  sup- 
pressing the  prices  of  commodities,  at  a  time  when  the  quantity  of  currency  was  vastly 
too  great  and  still  encreasing,  inevitably  threw  the  bulk  of  the  money  out  of  circulation 
and  use,  and  of  course  inclined  the  holders  of  such  useless  quantities  of  mone3%  to  give  a 
much  larger  price  for  commodities  than  the  monopoly  liill  allowed;  and  when  the  buyer 
is  willing,  what  can  restrain  the  seller?  This  growing  evil  not  being  redressed  by  the 
monopoly  bill,  the  present  General  Court  in  their  last  Session,  appointed  a  committee  to 
meet  in  Convention  at  Springfield,  the  committees  of  the  five  northern  States,  to  confer 
npon,  the  best  method  of  redressing  these  evils ;  the  amount  of  whose  report  was,  that  the 
only  method  from  which  we  could  reasonaljly  expect  relief  was,  reducing  the  quantity  of 
currency,  by  loaning,  taxation  and  non-emission  of  bills  of  credit:  Your  Representatives 
therefore,  taking  into  consideration  the  amount  of  the  paper  currency  of  this  State,  the 
quantity  of  it  that  is  counterfeited,  the  difficulties  that  arise  from  the  numerous  sorts  of  it,  of 
knowing  the  good  from  the  bad ;  the  great  advantages  of  having  but  one  species  of  currency, 
viz.  the  Continental ;  the  exceeding  quantities  of  that  sort  which  will  remain  when  all  the 
States  money  is  destroyed  ;  found  themselves  mider  a  necessity  of  stopping  the  currency 
of  the  bills  of  any  single  State,  and  calling  in  those  of  our  own  in  the  speediest  manner. 
Your  Representatives  being  desirous  to  give  full  satisfaction  to  their  constituents,  upon  the 
subject  of  their  Petition,  think  it  the  readiest  way  to  state  the  objections  contained  in  the 
whole  of  them,  and  to  oljviate  the  seeming  grievances. 

One  prevailing  objection  against  the  act  is,  ^that  the  loaning  the  State's  mo7iey  tcill  dis- 
tress us,  by  the  encreasing  debt  arising  from  the  interest  of  the  same.'  That  the  interest  of 
a  sum  added  to  the  principle,  makes  a  larger  sum  than  the  principle  is  certain,  lint  that 
the  debt  will  be  encreased  thereby  in  certain  cases,  will  not  appear  upon  explanation  ;  for 
by  loaning  those  lulls,  the  circulating  quantity  is  lessened;  this  has  a  natural  tendency  to 
prevent  the  high  prices,  which  arise  from  a  surplusaw  of  money,  and  this  in  a  short  time 
will  amount  to  a  saving  of  more  than  the  whole  principle,  the  reducing  the  quantity  of 
currency,  is  certainly  tiie  regular  method  of  curing  the  evils,  which  arise  from  such 
undue  quantitv;  when  therefore,  such  evils  appear,  the  regular  remedy  should  be  applied 
in  the  speediest  manner,  i.  e.  the  states  money  being  particularly  instrumental  of  produc- 
ing these  evils,  must  be  sunk  as  speedily  as  possible ;  that  it  should  bo  sank  by  loan, 
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rather  than  by  taxation  will  further  appear,  by  considering  that  the  expences  of  the  war 
arc  still  pressing  us,  that  they  are  unavoidably  encrcasing  by  the  cncreased  price  of  all 
necessaries,  and  therefore  that  the  treasury  must  be  supplied  with  larger  suras;  this  can 
only  be  done,  either  by  emission  of  more  bills  of  credit,  by  taxation  or  borrowing  on  loan; 
of  the  first,  too  much  has  been  done  already ;  for  a  calculation  between  the  advanced 
prices  of  goods,  and  the  interest  of  money,  must  satisfy  every  unpredjudiccd  person,  that 
had  we  been  aljle  to  have  hired  the  money  necessary  for  our  expenditures,  instead  of 
making  new  emissions,  above  half  the  expences  would  have  been  saved,  i.  e.  eight  times 
the  inicrest  the  emission  of  more  I)ills  will  render  of  less  value,  what  is  already  current,  i.  e. 
will  raise  the  price  of  all  necessary  articles,  and  by  that  means  encrease  our  expences  to  a 
much  greater  amount  than  the  interest  of  such  a  sum  of  money  as,  if  borrowed,  would 
have  prevented  the  necessity  of  such  emissions. 

Taxation  and  Ijorrowing  on  loan,  only  remain  as  methods  to  supply  the  treasury;  the 
exigencies  of  of  affairs,  forbid  the  risquing  the  slow,  the  uncertain  method  of  supplying 
the  treasury  wholly  by  borrowing,  and  made  it  necessary  that  all  the  money  that  could  be 
raised  by  taxation,  should  be  paid  into  the  treasury  in  Continental  money  for  the  support 
of  the  war,  and  of  course  no  other  method  was  left  of  sinking  tlie  States  money  than  that 
prescribed  in  the  act,  of  drawing  it  in  by  loan :  Had  the  states  money  l)een  called  in  by 
taxation,  it  would  have  cost  all  the  tax  that  could  conveniently  be  raised  for  the  year  1777, 
and  then  there  would  have  been  no  method  left  of  supplying  the  treasury,  but  borrowing 
Contmcntal  bills  on  interest;  and  with  regard  to  the  encrease  of  debt,  as  is  objected,  there 
is  no  odds  upon  the  loan  of  what  money  the  interest  is  paid  whether  States  bills  or  Conti- 
nental:  Whence  it  appears,  that  your  Representatives  were  reduced  to  the  choice  of  the 
following  eases ;  cither  to  call  in  the  States  money  by  taxation,  and  then  pay  it  out  again 
for  current  charges,  after  it  was  known  to  be  so  counterfeited  as  to  deceive  the  good  peo- 
ple; or  to  call  it  in  by  tax  and  destroy  it,  and  then  endeavour  to  supply  the  treasury,  by 
borrowing  on  loan,  or  by  making  more  emissions  of  money,  or  else  to  sink  the  State  bills 
by  loan,  as  prescribed  in  the  act,  and  appropriate  the  t«ix  to  the  supply  of  the  treasurj',  the 
latter  was  adopted,  as  being  the  most  beneficial  of  either. 

But  it  is  said,  '  That  this  method  toill  throio  the  interest  money  into  the  hands  of  evihj 
disposed  monopolizers,  xoho  have  occasioned  the  depreciation  of  our  currency.'  Whether 
those  persons  a\llcd  monopolizers  have  not  undervalued  the  money,  and  whether  the  great 
surplusage  of  money  has  not  occasioned  the  monoi)o!izing  of  commodities,  are  questions 
easily  de'termincd,  and  whether  the  receiving  interest  for  States  money,  will  benefit  such 
persons  more  than  receiving  interest  for  Continental  money  in  the  Continental  loan  office, 
where  draughts  for  silver  money  in  France  is  paid  for  interest,  and  whether  it  is  possible  to 
carry  on  this  necessary  war,  without  borrowing  large  sums  over  and  above  all  our  taxa- 
tion, and  whether  the  taking  the  money  of  particular  persons  into  into  our  funds,  will  not 
engage  the  abilities  of  such  persons  to  the  American  interest,  and  whether  we  can  possibly 
punish  those  unworthy  persons  by  suffering  the  currency  to  grow  useless  in  their  hands, 
without  distressing  the  worthy  part  of  the  community ;  and  whether  the  taxing  such  per- 
sons in  proportion  to  their  interest,  will  not  reduce  their  newly-acquired  property  to  public 
benefit,  are  questions  worthy  of  consideration. 

I  r  is  said,  '  That  the  time  for  executing  the  act  is  too  short,  and  that  distress  will  be  occa- 
sioned thereby.'  But  it  will'  be  considered,  that  the  circumstances  of  our  affairs  required  a 
speedy  remedy,  and  the  depreciation  of  our  money  was  in  some  measure  owing  to  an 
apprehension  that  it  w'onid  not  be  called  in  by  taxation,  loaning  or  otherwise,  and  much 
greater  evils  must  have  arisen  to  the  credit  of  our  State  bills,  by  protracting  the  currency  of 
tlicm,  than  can  arise  by  the  suddenness  of  the  change,  for  in  addition  to  what  has  been 
said,  vast  quantities  of  counterfeited  bills  have  been  prevented  getting  into  circulation 
thereby:  It  is  also  objected,  '  </*«<  the  method  of  loaning,  prescribed  in  the  act,  will  not 
ansioer  the  purpose  of  putting  the  money  out  of  circulation,  iho'  toe  pay  interest  for  it,' 
l)ut  doih  not  the  experience  of  those  notes  now  on  interest  prove  tbe  contrary,  the  con- 
tinual encrcasing  value,  prevents  their  passing  as  a  currency,  unless  in  cases  of  great 
occasion,  and  then  Bonds,  Mortgages  and  Ships,  yea  Houses  and  Lands  may  be  trans- 
ferred. 

We  think  ourselves  obliged  to  take  notice  of  an  objection,  which  though  variously  ex- 
pressed, in  substance  is  this,  *  that  the  said  act  is  cruel  and  oppressive,  a  violation  of  public 
faith,  and  contrary  to  the  promise  made  tipon  the  face  of  the  bills.'  The  objectors  are 
desired  to  consider  whether,  if  the  act  had  been,  that  every  man  who  was  possessed  of 
States  money  should  bring  it  to  the  treasurer,  and  for  it  receive  the  amount  in  silver  or 
gold,  would  ttis  be  a  violation  of  public  faith,  and  contrary  to  the  promise  made  on  the 
face  of  the  bill  ?  Can  it  be  said,  that  the  money  so  received  at  the  treasury  would  be 
received  in  payment  ?  If  instead  of  paying  in  silver  and  gold,  it  should  be  paid  for  in 
Continental  money,  or  a  new  emission  of  money,  would  that  be  a  violation  of  public  faith, 
&c.  ?  why  then  is  redeeming  them  by  large  notes  on  interest  esteemed  a  violation,  &c.  ? 
To  this  it  may  be  answered, '  because  they  will  not  pass  in  common  payment,  nor  at  the  treas- 
urii,  and  a  man  is  forced  to  loan  his  money,  tchcthcr  he  will  or  not ; '  is  not  this  shifting  the 
objection  from  the  letter  to  the  spirit?  Suppose  the  General  Assembly  had  taken  no 
measures  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  paper  currency,  and  secure  its  value,  would  this  be  a 
violation  of  public  faith  and  public  trust?  Suppose  they  had  undertaken  to  reduce  the 
quantity,  by  drawing  in  the  States  money  by  taxes,  and  then  had  not  been  able  to  supply 
the  treasury  for  necessary  defence,  would  this  be  a  violation  of  pul)lic  fi\ith,  cruel,  oppres- 
sive, &c.  ts  here  not  a  real  destructive  violation  of  public  faith,  and  public  trust,  put  in 
opposition  to  a  supposed  violation  of  a  promise  in  the  face  of  the  bill  ? — Doth  not  the 
whole  force  of  this  objection  arise  from  the  olijectors  not  being  willing  to  lend  their  money 
for  public  use  ?  If  the  good  Intention  and  effect  of  the  act  was  duly  supported  by  a  spirit 
of  Patriotism,  would  there  be  any  complaining  of  being  forced  to  loan  a  little  surplusage 
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money  for  common  good  ?  Hath  it  not  been  the  universal  sentiment  since  the  war  broke 
out,  that  this  generation  must  fight,  and  the  next  pay  what  we  are  not  able  to  ?  How  can 
that  be  done  without  loaning  the  debt  ?  Do  any  think  wc  must  continue  making  paper 
money,  and  leave  the  next  generation  to  redeem  it  ?  It  is  not  certainly  known,  that  paper 
money  can't  be  made  beyond  a  certain  quantity,  equal  to  the  articles  that  arc  usually 
bought  and  sold,  and  beyond  that,  only  the  nominal  sum  is  cncreased,  and  not  the  value, 
compared  with  things  to  be  bought,  and  that  this  is  the  case  with  gold  and  silver,  as  well 
as  paper  currency.  But  it  is  said,  '  that  the  great  plenty  of  paper  money,  renders  it  more  easy 
to  redeem  the  States  money  by  tax  nmo,  than  it  luill  be  hereafter  token  money  is  scarce  '  This 
is  an  undoubted  reason  why  we  should  collect  as  much  money  by  tax  as  we  can  bear,  anil 
if  the  current  cxpences  will  admit,  that  any  of  the  notes  on  interest,  should  be  redeemed 
it  should  be  done ;  but  whoever  considers  the  unavoidable  expence  of  the  present  war, 
including  our  share  of  the  continental  expence,  will  hardly  suppose  our  taxes  will  l)e 
equal  to  it.  It  is  not  much  to  be  wondered,  that  the  good  people  of  this  State  should 
differ  in  their  sentiments  respecting  the  best  methods  of  remedying  the  evils  we  all  com- 
plain of,  as  the  system  of  money  matters  and  commerce  in  their  nature,  are  intricate  and 
abstruce,  and  perhaps  not  generally  understood. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  observe,  <Aa<  jealousy  for  liberty  which  has  occasioned  these  ob- 
jections, yet  wo  should  cautiously  guard  against  the  subtil  designs  of  our  internal  enemies, 
who  omit  no  opportunity  of  fomenting  divisions  and  jealousies,  by  which  only  they  can 
hope  to  subdue  us;  and  we  should  well  consider,  whether  there  are  more  evils  and  incou- 
veniencies  arising  from  the  act  complained  of,  than  always  attend  those  great  operations 
which  arc  necessary  for  public  safety. 

Your  Representatives  are  equally  concerned  in  the  matter  with  yourselves,  and  cannot 
possibly  lay  a  burthen  on  the  community,  in  which  they  do  not  partake  in  proportion  to 
their  property,  as  settled  by  the  present  tax  bill :  The  only  objection  that  remains  to  be 
obviated  is,  '  that  there  tinavoidably  ivill  be  small  sums  remaiiiing  in  the  hands  of  poor  peo-. 
'  pie,  7vhomay  )iot  be  able  to  change  it  with  their  rich  neighbours  and  that  xnthout  '&om,e  provi- 
sion they  will  be  in  danger  of  loosing  it.'  At  the  making  the  law  it  was  thought,  that  the 
more  substantial  part  of  the  inhabitants  would  have  lieen  so  apprehensive  of  the  necessity 
and  usefulness  of  the  act,  as  to  have  exerted  themselves  to  carry  it  into  execution,  and 
have  relieved  others,  by  exchanging  such  small  sums  for  them  :  And  in  oidcr  to  give  op- 
portunity for  this,  the  Court  have  by  an  act  lengthened  the  time  for  collecting  in  the 
money.  [Chapter  14,  ante.] 

UroN  the  whole,  the  good  effects  of  this  regulation  so  much  complained  of,  are  already 
obvious  in  many  respects,  and  nothing  seems  wanting  but  perseverance  to  reap  the  real 
benefit  of  it. 

It  would  have  been  more  desireable  to  your  Representatives,  to  have  called  in  the  States 
money  by  taxation,  if  the  circumstances  of  the  State  would  admit,  but  the  necessity  we 
shall  be  under  of  raising  a  sum  of  money  to  supply  the  Continental  treasury,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  requisition  of  Congress,  received  since  your  petitions  were  under  consideration 
(as  will  appear  by  the  Resolve  of  Congress  transmitted  you)  render  it  quite  impracticable, 
and  would  give  as  much  uneasiness  to  some  towns,  as  satisfaction  to  others  :  but  that  no 
town  may  think  that  due  attention  has  not  been  given  to  their  petitions,  the  Court  have 
passed  an  act,*  enabling  such  towns  as  think  they  can  afford  to  raise  a  still  larger  tax, 
to  raise  money  and  put  it  on  loan,  for  the  purposes  in  the  act  mentioned  :  Whilst  your 
Representatives  are  labouring  to  conduct  your  common  concerns  by  the  safest  rules,  and 
most  beneficial  methods; they  trust  their  constituents  will  not  embarrass  their  measures, 
by  misapprehensions  and  distrust,  but  afford  them  that  confidence  and  support,  without 
which  the  best  administration  must  fail  of  success."  —  "Independent  Chronicle  and  the 
Universal  Advertise)  "  of  Jan.  1,  1778.  Published  also  in  the  "  Continental  Journal  and 
Weekly  Advertiser  "  of  the  same  date. 

Pending  proceedings  relative  to  the  preparation  of  this  address,  the  following  order  and 
resolve  t  was  passed :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Decem  f  3ii  1777 

Whereas  in  &  by  a  Law  of  this  State  made  &  passed  in  the  present  year  fcxr  drawing  in 
and  prohibiting  the  currency  of  the  bills  of  Cvcclit  emitted  by  this  State  &c  it  is  ordered 
ttet  no  such  I3ill  except  as  is  therein  excepted  shall  pass  m  any  payment  after  the  first  day  of 
December  then  next,  with  ftiis  proviso  that  Collectors  &  Constables  making  oath  that  the 
bills  of  this  State  offered  by  them  to  be  paid  into  the  publick  Treasury  aficr  the  said  first 
Day  of  December  were  by  them  received  for  that  purpose  before  the  first  Day  of  December 
aforesaid,  should  be  allowed  to  be  paid  into  said  Treasury.  And  whereas  many  collectors 
&  constables  may  have  sent  Money  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  other  persons— it  is 
therefore  Resolved  that  the  Trcasurerer  of  this  State  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  of 
such  persons  the  Money  so  sent  provided  the  person  offering  the  same  shall  make  oath 
w^''  Oath  the  Treasurer  is  i/)npowered  to  administer  that  the  Money  by  him  offered  was 
delivered  to  him  bv  some  Collector  or  Constable  to  be  carried  to  tlie  Treasury  On  or 
before  the  said  first  Day  of  December  anything  in  said  Act  to  the  Contrary  notMitbstand- 
ing  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pi  its     Speaker  !>  Tern : 

In  Council  Dee.  3i  1777    Read  &  Concurred  Jn<.'  Aveky      D-''  Sec^ 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Cotmcil] . —  {Mass.  Archives,  vol.  216,  p.  68.] 

and,  on  the  r2th,  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ilosmer,  Goodman 

and  Nichols,  was  appointed,  "to  consider  some  uietliod  whereby  the  difficulty  that  attends 
persons  who  have  only  small  sums  in  this  state's  money,  in  respect  to  changing  the  same, 
may  be  removed,  and  report." 

•  Chapter  16,  ante,.  f  Chapter  XXV.  of  the  printed  resolves  of  the  November  sessioD. 
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On  the  28th  of  November,  the  day  the  committee  was  appointed  to  answer  the  rcmon 
strances,  an  attempt  was  made,  ineffectually,  to  suspend  the  exchanging  of  bills  of  credit 
for  treasurer's  notes,  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court. 
'J'he  following  resolves  come  next  in  order: — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan""-^  I'i'h  1778 
Whereas*  it  is  i-epresented  to  this  Court  that  several  Sheriffs  in  this  State  are  possess, d  of 
considerable  Sums  of  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  this  State  which  they  recciv.d  from  delin- 
quent Constables  &  Collccters  upon  Execution  awarded  against  them,  which  was  received 
on  or  before  the  first  Day  of  Decemljer  last  past,  &  which  tliey  were  not  able  -to  pay  into 
the  Treasury  by  the  said  first  Day  of  December,  &  no  Provision  is  made  to  empower  the 
Treasurer  to  receive  said  Sums  in  discharge  of  said  Executions. — 

Therefore  Resolved  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  &  he  hereby  is  impowerd  and 
directed  to  receive  of  the  Several  Sheriffs  within  this  State  or  their  respective  Deputys,  all 
such  Sums  of  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  this  State  which  they  have  received  from  any 
Constable  Collector  or  other  Person  by  Vertue  of  any  Execution  issue<l  from  the  Treas- 
.irers  Oflice  provided  the  said  Sheriff  or  Deputj'  Sheriff  shall  pay  the  same  into  the  said 
Treasurers  Offlce  on  or  before  the  first  Day  of  April  next.  &  shall  make  Oath  that  such 
Sum  by  him  offerd  to  be  paid  in  as  aforesaid  was  Bona  Fide  received  in  Discharge  of 
such  Execution,  &  was  receiv,d  on  or  before  the  first  Day  of  December  last  past. — any 
Law  or  Resolve  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  Whereas  some  Constables  &  Collectors  in  the  distant  Parts  of  this  State  for  want 
of  timely  Intelligence  &  Notice  of  the  Act  for  calling  in  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  this 
State  have  received  divers  Sums  thereof  in  Discharge  of  Taxes  after  the  said  first  Day  of 
December.    Therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  hereby  is  farther  impower,d  and 
directed  to  receive  from  any  Constables  and  Collectors  such  sums  of  Bills  of  Credit 
emitted  by  this  State  which  they  received  for  Taxes  after  the  said  first  Day  of  December 
last,  provided  such  Constable  or  Collector  shall  make  Oath  that  the  same  was  received 
before  he  was  inform, d  of  the  Time  limited  for  receiving  the  same  for  Taxes,  &  provided 
the  same  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  first  Day  of  April  next  any  Law  or 
Resolve  to  the  Contrary  Notwithstanding. —       Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

J  Pitts  Speaker      P*  Tem : 

In  Council  Jan  12.  1778    Read  &  Concurrd  Saml    Adams     Secry 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  tlie  Council]. — Ibid., p.  243. 

t  "  State  of  Massechusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Janv  16"'  1778 

Whereas  some  of  the  Constables  &  Collectors  of  Publick  Taxes  in  simdry  towns  in  this 
State  (from  not  having  timely  received  the  Act  for  calling  in  the  bills  of  Cr  Emitted  by 
tlii^  State)  have  neglected  sending  Certificates  of  their  having  received  said  Bills  for  i)ub- 
lick  Taxes  before  the  first  day  of  December  1777  Agreably  to  an  Act  of  the  Gen'  Court 
for  Calling  in  said  Bills  and  as  the  Ti-easurer  of  this  state  is  Ordered  to  Isue  his  Execu- 
tions Against  all  delinquent  Constables  &  Collectors  of  such  Publick  Taxes — Therefore — 

Resolved.  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  he  &  he  hereby  is  Impowered  &  directed  to 
Stay  his  Executions  against  any  Constables  or  Collectors  of  Publick  Taxes  for  the  year 
1776  for  the  Space  of  forty  days  from  the  Date  of  this  Resolve  any  Act  or  resolve  of  the 
General  Court  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

J  Warren  Spkr 

In  CouncilJany  16.' 1778    Read  &  Concurred  Jx^    Avery     Dy  Secy 

Consented  to  "^[Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].— Ibid.,  p.  274. 

The  Continental  Congress,  approving  the  example  of  Massachusetts,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolve : — 

''Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to 
refrain  from  further  emissions  of  bills  of  credit,  and  where  there  is  a  sufhcicnt  quantity  of 
continental  bills  of  credit  for  the  purpose  of  a  circulating  medium,  forthwith  to  call  in  Ijy 
loans  or  taxes  and  to  cancel  the  paper  money,  small  bills  for  change  under  a  dollar 
excepted,  which  such  state  has  already  eiuitted ;  and  for  the  future  to  provide  for  the  exi- 
gencies of  war  and  the  support  of  government  by  taxes  to  be  levied  within  the  year,  or  such 
other  expedient  as  may  produce  a  competent  supplv." — Journals  of  Congress :  Nov,  22, 
1777. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  Col.  Coffln,  Mr.  Sewall  and  Capt.  Choate,  of  the  House,  were 
a  )pointed  a  conimiitee  to  take  the  foregoing  resolution  into  consideration.  The  report  of 
tills  committee  is  given  in  the  note  to  1778-79,  chap.  19,  post. 

Two  more  resolves  were  passed,  which  are  hereunder  given : — 

t  "State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  January-17'?  1778 
Resolved  that  the  Board  of  War  be  &  they  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  into  the  publick 
Treasury  of  this  State  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  this  State  which  are  ordered  to  be 
called  in  also  all  bills  purporting  to  be  such  Bills  of  Credit  tho' counterfeit  in  their  possession 
provided  they  arc  possessed  of  such  Bills  in  either  of  the  aforesaid  Cases  in  their  capacity 
of  a  Board  of  War  of  this  State — And  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  give  two  Receipts 
for  each  sum  so  received  distinguishing  therein  whether  the  money  for  which  it  is  given 
is  good  or  bad  one  of  which  Receipts  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  Office 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Waruen     Spk' 

In  Council  Jany  17'.  1778    Read  &  Concurred  '  Jx?  Avery     Dy  Secy 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  2\G,p.  277. 

*  Chapter  X.  of  the  printed  resolves,  January  session,  1777-78.    f  Ibid.,  chapter  XXIV. 
%  Ibid.,  chapter  XXVI. 
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"State  of  1  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  y«  8'h  1778 

Massachusetts  Bay    3 

Whereas*  it  is  represented  to  this  Court,  that  Some  Constabls  &  Collecters  in  this  State 
are  possesst  of  Considerable  Sums  of  Bills  of  credit  emitted  by  this  State,  which  was 
received  as  Taxes  from  their  Several  Towns  before  the  first  of  December  last — and  as  the 
time  limited  by  a  resolve  of  the  Gen }  Court  of  January  12'i>  last,  giving  liberty  to  the  Con- 
stabls &  Collecters  to  pay  in  the  afforesaid  Bills  of  Credit  to  the  Treasuy  of  this  State, 
expired  the  first  of  April  last,— therefore — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  hereby  is  impowerd  and  directed  to 
receive  of  the  Several  Constabls  and  Collectors,  all  Such  Suras  of  Bills  of  Credit  emitted 
by  this  State  which  they  have  received  from  their  Severil  Towns  as  public  Taxes  on  or 
before  the  first  of  December  last;  provided  Such  Constable  or  Collector  mak  Oath  that 
Said  niony  was  received  as  aforesaid,  provided  the  Same  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  or 
before  the  first  of  Septembr  next;  any  law  or  resolve  to  y^  Contrary  notwithstanding 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Sam^    Freeman      Spk  P  T 

In  Council  June  9-'  1778    Read  &  Concurred  '  Jn9  Aveky      Dy  Sec^ 

Consented  to  "—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . — Ibid.,  vol.  218,  p.  477. 

No  record  of  further  proceedings  of  importance  has  been  found  until  the  thii-d  session 
of  the  next  year,  when  Judge  Sullivan  brought  into  the  House  the  following  resolve,t 
which  was  passed  February  9th,  —  the  day  after  it  was  introduced :  — 

"  State  of  Mass  Bay        In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feby  8  1779 

Whereas  the  time  wherein  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  was  directed  to  receive  the  Bills 
of  public  Credit  emitted  by  this  State  and  to  give  notes  therefor  is  now  expired  and 
sundry  persons  having  such  Bills  by  them  are  injured  by  not  being  allowed  to  deliver  the 
same  and  receive  notes  therefor — 

It  is  therefore  resolved  that  the  Treasm-er  be  &  he  hereby  is  dhected  to  receive  of 
any  person  offering  the  same  any  Bills  of  public  Credit  issued  by  this  State  and  to  give 
his  note  therefor  in  manner  du-ected  by  the  former  Resolutions  and  Acts  of  the  General 
Court  of  this  State  for  calling  in  such  Bills  provided  such  Bills  b*e  offerred  upon  or  before 
the  first  Day  of  August  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  Sent  up  for 

Concurrence  John  Pickerino     Spk' 

In  Council  Feby  9'.  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert     D  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  22\,p.  25. 

On  the  same  day  another  resolve  was  passed,  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  take  an 
account  of  the  larger  bills  emitted,  that  had  been  called  in,  and  to  burn  the  same.  The 
resolvej  is  as  follows  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb.y  9.  1779 

Resolved  That  IM'"  Phillips  of  Boston  and  M'  Barrel with  such  as  the  Hon'.'' 

Board  shall  join,  be  &  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  &  take  account  of 
the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  this  State  of  six  shillings  &  upward,  which  were  order'd 
to  be  called  in,  &  for  which  notes  were  orderd  to  be  given  —  &  report  to  the  Cotu-t,  the 
amount  of  the  same  &  of  the  notes  given  therefor  — 

And  the  Committee  are  directed  to  burn  the  said  Bills  when  examin'd  as  aforesaid  — 
having  first  given  the  Treasurer  a  Receipt  for  the  same.  Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

John  Pickering     Spk"" 

In  Council  Feby  9'.  1779  Read   &   Concurred  and  Moses  Gill  Esq.  is  joined 

John  Aveby     D  Secy 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  p.  33. 

The  report  of  this  committee  was  made  on  the  third  of  June,  following :  it  is  given, 
below,  together  with  the  resolve  ^  passed  thereon :  — 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  the  9'.';  Feb.y  last,  to  examine  &  take  Account 
of  the  bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  this  State  of  six  shillings  &  upwards  which  were  Ordered 
to  be  called  in  ik  for  which  Notes  were  ordered  to  be  given  &  to  report  to  the  Court 
the  Amount  of  the  same,  &  of  the  Notes  given  therefor  &  to)  burn  said  bills  when 
examined  as  aforesaid  first  giving  the  Treasurer  a  receipt  for  the  same.  Having  Carefully 
examined  every  bundle  of  Money  shewed  them  by  the  Treasurer  counted  every  bill,  cor- 
rected every  error,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  state  of  Facts  Viz'.  That  Henry  Gard- 
ner Esq":  Treasurer  of  this  State  has  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Court  issued  his  Notes  to 
sundiy  persons  mentioned  in  his  Book  kept  for  that  purpose  to  the  amount  of  Three  hun- 
dred &  thirty  seven  Thousand,  Three  hundi-ed  &  seventy  Eight  pounds  fifteen  shillings 
payable  in  March  1781  &  1782  —  for  which  said  Treasurer  has  exhibited  only  Three  Hundi-ed 
&  Thhty  Seven  Thousand,  Two  hundi'cd  &  forty  nine  pounds  nineteen  shillings  in  said 
paper  Currency  which  last  sum  Your  Committee  have  actually  burnt  and  a  ballance  of 
One  hundred  &  Twenty  Eight  pounds  sixteen  shillings  is  now  due  from  the  Treasurer 
being  a  deficiency  unaccounted  for,  which  deficiency  Your  Committee  apprehend  arises  as 
well  from  the  great  hurry  in  which  the  Treasurer  was  obliged  to  receive  in  the  Money  as 
from  inadvertence  in  some  of  his  Extra  Clerks  in  reducing  Dollars  into  pounds  Your 
Committee  apprehend  that  as  the  Government  nor  Treasurer  are  ever  likely  to  be  benefited 
by  said  deficiency  that  it  would  be  expedient  that  the  Treasurer  should  be  discharged  of 
the  said  Sum  of  Onehundi'ed  &  Twenty  eight  pounds  sixteen  shillings — all  Which  ishum- 
blely  Submitted  .'  Moses  Gill    i^  order. 

In  Council  June  3?  1779    Read  &  sent  down  John  Avery    D  Sy 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  ?CXTT. 

J  Ibid.,  January  sesBion,  chapter  CXL. 
Ibid.,  chapter  CXLVIH.         ^^ 
S  Ibid.,  May  session,  chapter  XXXIV. 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  3-  1779  The  foregoing  Report  being  read,  is 
hereby  accepted  — 

Whereupon  Resolved  That  Henry  Gardner  Esq.  be  and  he  hereby  is  discharged  of 
the  afore-iaid  Sum  of  Three  Hundred  &  thirty  seven  Thousand,  two  hundi'ed  and  forty 
nine  Pounds  nineteen  shillings,  which  has  been  burnt  as  above  mentiond 

Also  Resolved  That  he  be  &  he  hereby  is  discharg'd  of  the  .Sum  of  One  Hundred  & 
twenty  eight  Pounds  sixteen  shillings  Ijeing  a  deficiency  unaccounted  for,  as  in  said  Report 
issetforth —        Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock     Spk'. 

In  Council  June  3'.  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Sec^ 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  222, p.  444. 

Chap.  8,  The  following  extracts  fi'om  the  records  and  transactions  of  the  Marine  Society 
at  Newbuiyport,  show  the  date  of  its  first  organization,  and  fully  explain  the  objects  of 
its  founders,  and  the  manner  in  which  its  business  was  conducted:  — 

"  On  the  fifth  day  of  November  1772.  the  following  persons,  viz'.  Capi^  Thomas  Jones, 
W™  W3'-er,  Benjamin  Rogers,  Samuel  Newhall,  Michael  ilodge  and  Edward  Wiggles- 
worth,  Met  together  at  the  House  of  Cap'  Benjamin  Rogers,  and  there  a,<^eed,  to  form 
themselves  into  a  Society  by  the  Name  of  the  Marine  Society  in  Newburyport  New 
England,  And  agreed  to  deposit  into  the  Hands  of  Cap'  Micbael  Ilodgc  one  Guinea  of 
the  value  of  twenty  eight  shillings  each  person  for  the  commencing  a  Fund  for  charitable 
purposes,  to  the  unfortunate  of  the  Society,  which  was  effected  and  the  money  deposited 
l)y  all  the  persons  present  and  by  Cap'  William  Friend  who  was  to  have  been  one  of  the 
Company,  but  indisposition  prevented  his  attending,  it  was  agreed  to  open  a  Subscription 
paper  and  to  offer  it  to  any  respectable  persons,  who  were  or  had  been  Masters  of  Vessels, 
upon  the  same  Conditions  of  paying  in  one  Guinea  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
funds,  and  agreeing  to  form  themselves  into  a  Society,  to  be  called  as  aforesaid  and  agree- 
ing to  observe  and  comply  with  all  rules  and  regulations  which  may  he  necessary  to  adopt 
for  the  well  ordering  &  regulating  of  the  said  Society."  —  Records,  vol.  \,p.  1. 

"  Laws  of  the  Marine  Society  at  Newburyport  Commences  the  thirteenth  day  of 
November  1772.  —  viz'. 

Firstly.  The  Members  of  this  Society  shall  Consist  only  of  such  Persons,  who  now  are 
or  have  l)een  Commanders  of  Vessills,  unless  upon  cxtreordianary  Occations. — 

Secondly  That  the  members  of  this  Society,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  at  home, 
and  not  hindred  by  Sickness,  shall  Meet,  the  first  Thursday  of  Every  Month,  through  out 
the  Year,  at  such  house  in  Newburyport,  as  the  Society  shall  agree  on,  at  Six  O'Clock  in 
the  afternoon  from  the  Twenty-first  day  September  Untill  the  Twenty-first  day  of  March, 
and  at  Seven  the  Rest  of  the  Year. — 

Thirdly.  That  the  Master  of  the  Society  shall  be  Moderator  of  the  Meetings,  in  his 
al)sence  the  Deputy-Master,  the  Treasurer  in  the  aljseuce  of  both,  and  the  Eldest  Member 
present,  in  the  absence  of  ail  of  them. — 

Fourthly  That  Each  Member  shall  pay  into  the  Box  for  the  Use  of  the  Society  at  the 
time  of  his  Entry  Twenty  Eight  Shillings  Lawfull  money,  and  eight  pence  Monthly,  during 
such  time  as  he  shall  belong  to  said  Society,  which  payment  shall  not  be  Expended  at  any 
time  by  the  Society,  but  remain  a  Stock  in  the  Box  for  the  Intent  and  purposes  hereinafter 
Mentioned. — 

Fifthly.  That  no  Member  shall  be  Intitled  to  any  Relief  out  of  the  Box  untill  he  has 
belonged  to  the  Society  for  the  Space  of  six  months  and  pay'd  lawtuU  dues  Monthly  as 
aforesl . — 

Sixthly  That  Every  member  who  shall  become  a  Proper  Object  to  be  Relieved  out  of 
the  Box  shall  apply  himself  into  the  Society  at  their  monthly  Meeting  in  writing  and  set 
forth  the  Nature  of  his  Case,  and  the  Society  shall  have  time  Untill  the  next  meeting  to 
Consider  of  it,  and  then  if  the  Society  Are  Agreed  that  he  Ought  to  he  Relieved  out  of  the 
Box,  he  shall  be  Immediately  paid  so  much  as  the  Society  shall  Vote  him;  but  in  Case 
any  three  of  the  Members  present  will  Declare  him  a  proper  object  of  Charity  the  Society 
Shall  Immediately  proceed  to  and  Consider  his  Case  and  Act  as  they  shall  think  fitt — 

Seventhly  That  Such  member  or  members  as  shall  go  a  Voyage  to  Sea,  and  Return 
Successful!  Shall  pay  Eight  pence  L  m'y*  into  the  Box  for  the  Use  of  the  Society  for  Each 
and  Every  month  that  he  hath  been  absent,  but  in  Case  any  member  of  this  Society  shall 
happen  to  be  Taken  by  the  Enemy,  Castaway  or  by  any  Other  Misfortune  impoverised 
and  reduced,  then  such  Member  or  members,  shall  on  his  Or  their  arrival!  Or  Return, 
making  applycation  to  the  Society,  be  Excused  from  paying  the  said  Eight  pence  monthly 
for  the  time  he  has  been  absent  and  be  relieved  according  to  the  nature  of  his  misfortune 
and  the  aliility  of  the  Box. 

Eiiihtly,  That  in  Case  any  member  of  this  Society  being  a  marryed  man,  shall  be 
totally  lost  or  die  on  shore,  Then  the  Society  shall  relieve  the  widow,  Child  or  Children  of 
Such  Member  if  tlie  Society  think  them  proper  Objects,  according  as  the  Box  Can  Afford. 

Ninthly  If  any  nicml)cr  of  this  Society  meet  with  any  Misfortune  so  as  to  !)e  reduced 
on  shore  Ijy  Old  Age  Or  Sickness  or  Any  Other  misfortune,  he  Shall  l)c  intitled  to  Such 
Annual  Relief  as  the  Society  shall  think  fitt,  After  having  been  A  Meml)er  Seven  Years 
and  paying  his  Dues  to  the  Society. 

Tenthly.  That  no  monies  Belonging  to  the  Society  shall  lie  Let  at  Intrest  but  on  bond 
and  Collateral!  Security  of  land  under  a  good  Title,  and  without  .any  Ineuml)rance  on  it, 
at  least  of  double  of  the  Value  of  the  Sura  Let,  and  lying  in  this  province,  in  or  as  near 
the  Town  of  Newbury  port  as  may  be. 

Eleaventfiy.  That  no  members  of  this  Society  at  their  monthly  Meetings,  play  or  Pro 
mote  the  playing  of  Cards,  dice„Or  any  other  Gaming  whatever. 

*  Lawful  money. 
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Twelfly  That  the  members  of  this  *  shall  and  will  avoid  all  Quarrells,  needless  Con- 
tentions &  Debates,  that  may  tend  to  Create  Animosity ;  or  Disturb  the  good  Order  Peace, 
Friendship  &  Love  that  Each  member  should  and  Ought  to  bear  to  the  Other,  and  in  Case 
any  one  Or  more  of  the  Society  should  happen  to  Quarrell  or  begin  a  quarrell,  there  shall 
be  three  at  least,  or  more  of  the  Society  chosen  to  Consider  of  the  same  &  Lay  such  tines 
on  him  or  them  that  they  find  guilty,  as  not  to  exceed  Twenty  Shillings  Lawfull  money 
nor  less  than  Two. — 

Thirteenthly.    If  any  member  of  this  Society  shall  Committ  any  notorious  Crime  or  be 
a  Common  Drunkard,  a  Quarrelsome  person,  disturbing  the  peace  &  good  Order  of  the 
'  Society  or  be  guilty  of  any  other  Vice  he  shall  be  discharged  from  the  Society,  by  Vote 

of  the  major  part  of  the  members  present  at  the  Annuall  meeting,  And  shall  be  Excluded 
the  bennifitt  of  the  Box  Unless  he  be  Reclaimed,  and  in  Such  Case  he  may  be  admitted 
into  the  Society  again. — 

Fourteenth  ly    That  if  any  member  of  this  Society  be  guilty  of  profane  Swearing  or 
Cursing  shall  pay  to  the  box  two  Shillings  Lawfull,  and  for  non  attendance  of  the  Monthly  . 
meetings  he  shall  pay  to  the  box  one  Shilling  and  four  pence  Lawfull. 

Fifteenthly  That  Each  and  Every  member  of  this  Society  (in  Case  of  the  Decease  of 
any  member  or  Members  thereof  at  Newbury  port)  shall  on  timely  notice  given  to  Each 
of  them  from  the  Clerk  by  a  porter  to  be  Employed  by  said  Clerk  for  that  purpose, 
attend  the  funerall  of  Such  deceased  Member  or  Members  and  that  Each  &  every  mem- 
ber Neglecting  to  attend,  Shall  forfeit  &  pay,  at  the  Succeeding  nights  meeting  one  shilling 
and  four  pence  Lawfull  for  the  Use  of  the  Box;  and  the  Charge  of  such  Porter  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Society, — 

Sixteenthly,  It  is  Recommended  to  Every  Member  of  this  Society  to  be  Carefull  in  his 
observations  Inwards  and  Outw?'  of  the  Variation  of  the  Needle,  the  soundings.  Courses 
and  Distances,  and  of  all  Remarkable  things  about  this  Coast,  and  Communicate  in  writ- 
ing to  this  Society,  from  time  to  time,  such  things  as  he  shall  Judge  Servicable  to  the 
Community,  to  be  Examined  and  Digested  by  a  Committe  appointed  by  y®  Society  for 
that  purpose,  and  Lodged  with  the  Clark  of  the  Society  in  order  to  be  Recorded  in  the 
Records  of  said  Society. 

Seventeenthly.  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  from  time  to  time  keep  a  fair  and 
Just  account  of  till  monies  pay,d  into  the  Box,  and  Deliver'd  Out,  and  to  whom,  and 
when,  and  Shall  Read  Over  tliese  laws  distinctly  to  Every  new  Member  or  Members  that 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Society,  at  their  admission  or  first  appearance  in  it,  and  as  often 
at  other  times  as  the  Societj^  shall  think  Proper."  —  Ibid. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  November  the  thirteenth  one  Thousand  Seven  hundred 
and  Seventy  Two.  Nineteen  members  Signed  the  Laws  as  before  written  and  pay'd  in  for 
the  Use  of  the  Society  Each  one  pound  Eight  Shillings  L  m'y  as  ^  Acco'  book,  nomi- 
nated and  Voted.  Officers  Viz — 

Cap'  Jonathan  Parsons  Jun'.  President 
Cap'  Henry  Friend — Deputy  President. 
Cap'  William  Coombs,  -    Treasurer. 
Capt  Sami  Newhall— Clerk."  — 76ic?. 
"We  the  Subscribers  do  Engage  Ourselves  Each  one  to  the  Othei*,  to  Observe  and 
maintain  the  following  Laws  of  the  Marine  Society 

James  Hudson  Nov.  13. 1772.         Jam'  NicoU  Feby     4"'    1773 

Thomas  Jones  ditto  William  Noyes  ditto 

Jona"»  Parsons  Ju'  ditto  William  Stickney  Mar     4"» 

Henry  Friend  ditto  Natha'  Novvell  June    3<i 

David  Coats  ditto ditto 

Joseph  Noyes  ditto  John  Buntin  Octo'    7'!? 

William  Coombs  ditto  James  Johnston  Mar.     3<i     1774 

Joseph  Row  ditto  Robert  Jenkins  Mach   3 — 

Tho^  Thomas  ditto    •  Peter  Roberts  Nov'    3<i 

William  Friend  ditto  Moses  Brown  Nov'  19"» 

Benj  Rogers  ditto  Joshua  Hills  Jany.    S'""    1775. 

Sami  Newhall  ditto  William  Nichols  May     2^     1776 

'    William  Wyer  ditto  And^r.  Giddinge  Jany.    2^     1777 

Mich"  Hodge  ditto  Joseph  Stanwood  Feby.    6"^    1777 

Edw<i  Wigglesworth,  ditto  John  Fletcher  Apr       Z^     1777 

Joseph  Newman  ditto  Nicholas  Johnson  Ap        3">    1777 

W">  Peirce  Johnson  ditto  Amos  Toppan  July      S"*     177 

Anthony  Knap  ditto  **«***«" 

Eleazer  Johnson  Jun  ditto 

Jeremiah  Pearson  Jur         ditto 
Joseph  Choate  .    Nov.  20* 

ditto 
Moses  Hale  ditto    [and  sixteen  other  later  signers.]  — jTransaciiows. 

.    "  1773  By  Laws  of  the  Marine  Society  Febr'  4'.''. 
1"  That  the  Master  and  other  Officers  be  anualy  chosen 

2.'y.  That  at  the  time  perfixiJ  for  the  Meeting  the  Master  take  his  Seat  at  the  head  of  the 
table,  with  the  deputy  Master  on  his  right  hand  and  the  Clerk  on  his  Left,  and  immediately 
proceed  to  Inisiness,  but  in  (Jase  of  the  absence  of  any  Officers  their  places  Shall  be  fil'd 
up  by  the  Oldest  member  preasant  that  the  dignity  of  the  Master  or  Moderator  for  the 
time  being  be  uphel'', 
3'y  That  at  the  time  doing  business  their  shall  be  a  profound  Silence  observ'd,  Save 

*  "  Society  "  omitted. 
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in  matters  about  which  we  are  then  Conversant,  and  that  order  and  decorum  be  Stikly 
observ'd,  but  one  member  Shalf  Speak  at  a  time,  and  he  Shall  address  the  Master  or 
Moderator  for  time  l^eing,  and  Shall  not  be  interrupted,  till  he  has  oftcr'd  what  he  has  to 
Say,  except  lie  is  indecent  or  disrespectfull,  and  tlieu  by  the  Master  or  Moderator  for  time 
beinj?  only, 

4'y  That  desolving  or  adjourning  any  meeting  Shall  at  all  times  be  done  by  a  major  • 
vote  of  the  Society," not  to  interfear  witli  our  Standing  laws  in  this  respect, 

r)'>'  That  any  raeralDCr  who  Shall  absent  him  self  from  the  Society  Six  months,  that  could 
attend  shall  l)e  look't  upon  as  an  offender,  and  Shall  Eight  days  before  the  next  meeting 
after  his  so  offending  be  notified  by  the  Master  to  appear  at  said  meeting,  and  give  an 
Account  of  his  Conduct,  and  in  case  of  his  refusal  Shall  be  esteem'd  unworthy  of  any 
dcpcndance  from  the  Society  and  excluded  the  bcnifit  of  the  box,  but  if  the  Said  memlier 
should  desire  to  be  readmitted  it  then  Shall  be  put  to  vote,  and  then  if  he  has  a  Majority 
of  votes  for  his  readmittance,  he  Shall  be  admitted,  paying  his  dues  to  the  Society,  and 
Twenty  Shillings  to  the  box. 

()'>■  That  if  any  member  be  admonish'd  by  the  Society  for  any  breaches  of  laws  and 
will  not  be  rcclaimd  the  Society  Shall  appoint  a  committc  not  more  than  Seven  nor  less 
than  three  of  its  members,  to  here  his  defence  look  into  the  nature  of  his  crime  and  report 
at  the  Next  meeting,  and  in  case  Said  memljcr  Shoiild  not  pay  tb:it  drfference  to  the 
Societyes  judgment,Vhich  is  always  due  in  civil  matters  to  a  collective  body  in  opposition 
to  the  opinion  of  a  Single  member,  the  Society  Shall  have  aright  and  ;^ie  hereby  ini- 
powr'd  to  vote  him  unworthy  of  s'!  community  and  exclude  him  the  benifit  of  the  box  or 
to  inflict  any  less,  punishment  as  they  judge  the  Nature  of  the  crime  with  it's  several  Agra- 
vations  deserves. 

7'y  That  if  any  Member  of  the  Society  Shall  tattle  or  discover  any  Secrets  of  the  Society 
he  shall  be  punish'd  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  Article. 

S'y  As  much  money  is  Spent  in  inveterate  Enmity,  and  annimosity  propigatcd  by  lete- 
gious  lawsutes,  it  is  recomended  to  Each  member  of  this  community  in  Case  of  any  diffi- 
culty or  Dispute  with  a  Brother  that  they  cannot  Settle  within  themselves  to  lay  the 
matter  before  the  Society,  in  order  that  a  committe  may  be  appointed  of  Such  meml)ers 
as  they  Shall  mutually  approve  off,  to  Settle  and  Adjust  the  Same  and  in  all  matters  of 
controversy,  Each  member  Shall  be  Subject  to  the  Cognicensc  of  this  Society,  and  in  Case 
he  denies  their  jurisdiction  or  refuses  to  comply  with  their  sentiments  he  Shall  by  Subject 
to  be  dealt  with  agreeaijle  to  the  6"'  Article  of  the  By  Laws."  —  Ibid. 

On  the  second  of  December,  1772,  the  eighth  of  November,  1773,  and  again,  on  the 
sixth  of  February,  1777,  committees  were  appointed  to  apply  to  the  General  Court  for  a 
charter  for  the  society.  The  last  of  these  committees  consisted  of  Capt.  Michael  Hodge, 
Capt.  James  Hudson  and  Capt.  William  Coombs ;  but  no  petition,  either  by  this  committee 
or  one  of  the  former  committees,  has  been  discovered  in  the  archives  of  the  state  or  in 
the  files  and  records  of  the  society. 

By  the  journal  of  the  House,  it  appears  that  the  petition  of  James  Hudson  and  others 
was' read,  in  the  House,  and  committed  to  "Capt.  Batchelder,  Mr.  Greenleaf  and  Major 
Orne,"  Oct.  7, 1777 ;  and  that  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  the  day  follow- 
ing, a  second  time,  on  the  9th,  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  sent  up  for  concurrence,  on  the 
10th,  and,  on  the  13th,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  10.  The  following  petition  from  the  commissary  of  prisoners  of  war,  was  received 
on  the  day  of  its  date,  and  immediately  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Batchelder,  Wetmore  and  Hutchinson:  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Boston  Aug'.  13">  1777 
To  The  Honourable  General  Court  of  this  State — 

The  Pitition  of  Robert  Pierpont  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  Your  pititioner  begs  leave  to  lay  before  this  Hon'i"  Court  the  difficulty  of  Procur- 
ing prisoners  to  Exchange  for  those  taken  by  our  Enemys,  as  the  Captains  of  our  Priva- 
teers bring  few  or  no  Prisoners  of  late,  your  Pititioner  is  of  opinion  thafrthcy  let  them  go 
the  first  opportunity  after  they  have  taken  them,  weather  this  is  done  to  Save  the  paying 
them  there  Wages  and  Supporting  them  or  fear  of  their  Rising  your  Pititioner  is  not  Able 
to  Say,  but  thuss  Much  he  is  well  assur'd  of  that  unless  Some  other  Method  is  hit  upon 
this  State  will  Suffer  Much  in  the  loss  of  Men,  therefore  your  Pititioner  Humbly  prays 
that  vour  Honours  would  take  this  Matter  into  your  Consideration  and  as  in  Duty  Bound 
Shall  ever  pray  ^        Pifrpont  I     Commissary  of 

KOBT  riERPONT  |  prisoners  of  Warr."—Jlfos«.  Ar- 
chires,  vol.  21.5,  p.  35. 

The  next  day  a  bill  was  brought  in,  entitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  securing 
and  making  provision  for  the  support  of  prisoners  who  may  be  taken  by  any  American 
armed  vessels,  and  brought  or  sent  into  any  port  in  this  state."  This  bill  required  the 
owners  and  commanders  of  all  private  vessels  of  war  to  give  bond  to  the  state  treasurer 
that  no  seamen  or  prisoners  of  war  taken  by  them  shoidd  be  discharged  or  sent  to  any 
foreign  port,  or  suffered  to  escape,  but  that  such  captives  should  i)0  brought  into  some 
port  of  the  United  States,  to  be  delivered  to  the  commissary  of  prisoners ;  and,  further,  to 
comply  with  the  requirement  of  this  act,  and  of  chapter  33  of  the  acts  of  the  previous 
year.  The  bill,  also,  in  terms,  repealed  the  clause  in  the  former  act,  which  required  the 
payment  of  £4  to  the  commissary,  for  each  prisoner  delivered  to  him.  This  bill,  which 
had  its  first  reading  August  14th,  was  read  a  second  time  the  next  day,  "  and  ordered  to 
lie." 

On  the  7th  of  October,  Mr.  John  Pickering,  jun.,  of  Salem,  was  ordered  "  to  bring  in  a 
bill  repealing  that  clause  "  of  the  act  of  1776-77,  chap.  35,  "  which  directed  the  agents  or 
commaiulers  of  such  vessels,  or  prize-masters,  to  pay  the  commissary  of  prisoners  the 
sum  of  £4  for  each  prisoner,  &c" 
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In  accordance  with  this  order,  Mr.  Pickering,  the  next  day,  reported  a  bill  for  repealing 
"part  of  a  clause"  in  the  act  aforesaid.  This  bill  was  read  a  second  time  on  the  9th,  and, 
on  the  lOtb,  a  third  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent,  for  concurrence,  to  the 
Council,  where,  on  the  13th,  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed.  It  was  passed 
to  be  enacted,  on  the  fourteenth.  Before  the  engrossment,  the  bill  was  amended,  by  sub- 
'  stituting  "  two  clauses,"  for  "  a  clause,"  in  the  title,  and  by  adding  the  second  section  and 
the  preamble  thereto. 

Chap.  11.  The  inhabitants  of  contiguous  territory,  embracing  the  south-westerly  part  of 
Washington,  formerly  called  Hartwood,  the  north-easterly  part  of  Great  Barrington,  or 
"  Hoplands,"  the  Glassworks  Grant,  and  part  of  Williams's  Grant,  had,  as  early  as  1771, 
applied  to  the  Legislature  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town.  The  incorporation  into  the  town 
of  Washington,  of  the  proprietors  of  Hartwood  (1776-77,  chap.  40),  upon  an  application 
adverse  to  the  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Hoplands,  was  the  only  result  reached  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  political  year.  The  details  of  the  contest  between  these  rival 
petitioners  are  shown  in  the  note  to  tlie  chapter  referred  to.  The  first  effort,  before  the 
Legislature  of  1776-77,  of  the  petitioners  who  were  subsequently  incorporated  under  Ihis 
chapter,  appears  to  have  been  the  presentation  of  the  following  petition  :  — 

"  To  the  Honb'e  Council  and  Honb'"  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  the 
Massachusetts-Bay,  now  convened  atWatertowti  in  Great  and  Geni.  Court  or  Assembly  — 
The  Petition  of  us  the  subscribers,  living  on  lands  (commonly  called)  Great  Barrington 
Hoplands,  the  Glassworks  Grant  and  Williams's  Grant —    humbly  sheweth  — 

That  they  are  informed.  That  a  number  of  persons  living  in  the  South  West  part  of  the 
Piai»ration  of  Hartwood  and  lands  adjoining,  have  petitioned  your  Honours  That  the 
inlialjitants  living  on  the  first  mentioned  lands  may  be  incorporated  with  them,  and 
allowed  the  privileges  of  a  town  &c —  Therefore  your  petitioners  huml^ly  pray.  That  pre- 
vious to  such  an  act  of  incorporation,  they  may  be  heard,  on  a  future  day  assigned,  by 
their  agent  or  otherwise —  Thus  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray — 
County  of  Berkshire  May  30'h  1776  — 
George  Bennet  Ozias  stronge  Moses  Ingersoll 

Nathan  Bennet  Elisha  Grant  Pelatiah  West 

Isaac  Davis  Eleazer  West  Elisha  West 

Theos  Mansfield  Peter  Willooks  Daniel  Church 

John  Davis  Daniell  West  Nathan  Ball 

Isaac  Davis  Ju?.  Richer  Houck  Justis  Yale 

William  Benjamin  Matthew  Vandusen  Josiah  Yale 

Reuben  Piccle  Aaron  Wormer  Ephraim  Hollester 

Reuben  Cart  Wm  Ingersoll  Elisha  Martindale 

Amos  Stanton  Aaron  Ingersoll  Richard  Larrabe 

Theophilus  Mansfield  Jr  \Y^  Carpentor  Amos  Porter 

Elijah  West."  —  Mass. 
Files:   Bills,  mi. 

This  petition  was  read  June  17, 1775,  "and  ordered  to  lie."  No  further  measures  appear 
to  have  been  proposed  by  the  petitioners,  or  by  the  Assembly,  until  early  in  the  sixth  ses- 
sion of  the  same  year,  when  the  following  petitions  and  certificate  were  presented  to  the 
Ilotise ;  upon  whicli  the  resolve  hereunder  given  was  passed :  — 

"  To  the  Honbi_e  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  for  the  Colony  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Southwesterly  part  of  Hartwood,  the  North  East- 
erl_y  part  of  Great  Bai-rington  or  what  is  commonly  called  the  Hoplands,  the  Glassworks 
Grant,  and  part  of  a  Grant  Called  Williams'  Grant  in  the  County  of  Berkshire  Humbly 
Sheweth  — 

That  your  Petitioners  haveing  heretofore  applied  to  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  this 
Colony  to  be  Set  off  from  the  Several  Towns  to  which  we  now  belong,  and  to  be  Incorpo- 
rated into  a  Twown  Precinct  or  Parish  b.y  our  Selves,  but  by  Reason  of  the  Present  Con- 
tention between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  we  have  heather  too  been  prevented 
obtaining  our  End —  Therefore  your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  Renew  their  Request.  And 
as  the  proceeding  of  the  General  Court  togeather  with  ofir  papers  Relative  to  our  Case; 
arc  fallen  into  the  hands  of  our  Enimies,  we  must  once  more  give  our  Reasons  for  this 
our  Request,  which  are  as  follows  — 

Those  of  us  who  live  on  the  Southwesterly  part  of  Hartwood  are  obliged  to  Travil  Ten 
or  Twelve  INIiles  and  that  Through  the  worst  of  Roads  to  Git  to  the  meeting  House  or  to 
the  Main  Body  of  the  People.  And  those  of  us  who  live  in  the  North  Easterly  part  of 
Great  Barrington  are  obliged  to  Travil  the  same  Distance  to  Git  to  our  Town  and  Great 
part  Of  that  Through  the  Town  of  Stockbridge,  and  those  of  us  on  the  afore  Said  Grants 
can  better  Join  with  the  afore  Said  parts  of  Hartwood,  and  Great  Barrington  than  with  any 
other  Town.  Therefore  your  Petitioners  pray  j'onr  Honours  to  Take  our  Case  into  Con- 
sideration, and  if  you  find  it  Reasionable  Set  us  off  from  the  Several  Towns  to  which  we 
belong,  and  Incorporate  us  into  a  Town  District  or  Parish  as  you  shall  Think  most  proper, 
with  Such  Limits  and  Bounds  as  Discribed  in  a  plan  which  we  herewith  Transmit  to 
your  Honnours— and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  ever  pray  — 
Jesse  Bradley  Joseph  Nickles  Jun  John  Nye 

Noah  Crocker  Levi  Nye  Elisha  Freeman 

Hope  Davis  Prince  West  Seth  Backous 

David  Di.mmick  Wait  Hatch  .    David  Kellogg 

.John  Wineqar  Cornelius  Gifford  SamV-  Stanlt 

Oliver  West  Thomas  Gifford  Jeremiah  Wormer 

Phinehas  fisk  Jesse  Gifford  Asahel  Dodge 
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Simon  Calkin  Timothy  Goodspeed  Zenas  Goodrich 

EbnR  Swift  John  Baker  John  Davis 

Nathaniel  Backus  thomas  Ewer  Thomas  Baker 

Seth  Barlow  Jonathan  Foot  JuR  Jonathan  "West 

Lemuel  Crocker  Nathaniel  Tore  Aaron  Smith  < 

Jonathan  Foot  Ichahod  Backus  Abijah  Tambling  * 

Job  hamlin  thomas  Atkins  Seth  Gibbs 

William   perry  Benjamin  Backus  Silas  Perry 

James  Penoyer 
Hans  Wineoar." — Ibid. 
"  To  the  Honourable  Counsel  and  House  of  Representatives  for  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  Genaral  Court  assembled  at  Boston 

The  Petetion  of  Simon  Calkins  agent  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  southwesterly  Part  of 
Hartwood  the  Northeasterly  Part  of  Great  Barrin^'ton  or  what  is  commonly  Called  the 
Hoplands  the  Glassworks  Grant  and  Part  of  a  Grant  Called  Williamses  Grant  in  the 
County  of  Berkshire  Humbly  Shcweth — 

Where  as  the  Inhabit^intsof  the  Several  Towns  and  Grants  afore  said  Consisting  of 
about  Seventy  femilies  some  time  Past  agreed  by  a  Great  Majority  to  Petetion  this  Hon- 
ourable Court  that  the  several  Tracts  of  Land  al)ovo  mentioned  Might  bo  Incorporated  in 
to  a  Town  but  by  some  unfore  seen  accident  or  oilier  have  not  as  yet  been  so  succest'ull  as 
to  obtain  our  Desires  the  only  objection  to  our  Proceedings  at  Present  is  from  several 
Persons  in  the  Hoplands  who  will  not  Consent  to  Include  so  much  of  Hartwood  as  the 
Inhabitants  of  said  Hartwood  and  the  Majority  of  your  Petetioner-  have  a  greed  j'our 
Petetioner  Therefore  Humbly  Prays  that  this  Honourable  Court  will  be  Pleased  to  take 
the  matter  in  to  Consideration  and  appoint  a  Committee  upon  the  Cost  of  your  Petetioners 
to  Determin  wheather  we  shall  take  in  so  much  of  said  Hartwood  as  has  been  a  greed 
upon  or  not  and  to  Determin  any  other  out  Lines  of  said  Proposed  Township  if  any  Dis- 
putes should  arise  and  to  Grant  "them  such  relieff  as  to  them  shall  seeme  meet  as  in  Duty 
Bound  shall  ever  Pray  Simon  Calkins."  — i6i(/. 

"This  may  Sartefi  the  Honnarable  Court  of  the  State  of  the  Massichuscts  that  we  the 
Inhabitence  of  the  South  westorley  part  of  Hartwood  and  the  Glass  work  Grant  with  Wil- 
lianis'cs  Grant  that  part  of  Barrington  Called  the  hop  Lands  in  a  full  meeting  on  friday 
fcbruarv  ye  28  the  1777  made  Chois  of  mr  Simon  Colkin  to  forword  our  pcrtision  Sent  in 
to  the  Honnarable  Court  Last  Spring  Jesse  Bradly  Modirator  of  Said  meeting."— 
Ibid. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  5  1777 
On  the  Petition  of  Elisha  Freeman  &  Others  Inhabitants  of  Part  of  Ha.rtwood,  Great 
Barrington,  &c  and  of  Simon  Calkins  praying  that  said  Inhabitants  may  be  Incorporated 
into  a  Town 

Resolved  that  Coll  John  Mosely&  M^Azariah  Root  with  such  as  the  Hon'j'«  Board  may 
join  be  a  Committee  to  repair  at  the  Expence  of  the  Petitioners  to  the  Premises  to  view 
the  same  to  take  said  Petitions  together  with  all  Papers  accompanying  the  same  into  con- 
sideration hear  the  Parties  and  report  to  the  General-court  w  hat  is  proper  to  be  done 
thereon.  And  that  said  Committee  if  they  think  an  Incorporation  necessary  report  a 
proper  place  for  a  Centre  for  the  Intended  Town    Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

Sam^-l  Freeman     Speak''  P  T 
In  Council  April  10.'  1777    Read  &  Concurred  and  Dan''.'  Hopkins  Esqr  is  joined— 

Jn9  Avery      Dpy  Sec-^'."  —  Rid. 
The  first  proceeding  of  the  Assembly  of  the  present  year,  that  has  been  discovered,  in 
relation  to  the  subject  matter  of  this  chapter  is  the  following  resolve,  passed  at  the  third 
session : — 

"In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept.  20'h  1777 
Orderd  That  Capt.   Nathaniel  Kingsley  be  of  the  Committee  appointed  the  51!;  of 
April  last  'on  the  Petition  of  Elisha  Freeman  &  others  Inhabitants  of  part  of  Hartwood, 
Great  Barrington  &c:  and  of  Simon  Calkins,  praying  that  said  Inhabitants  may  be  incor- 
porated into  a  Town' to  repair  to  the  Premises  &c,  in  the  room  of  M''  Root    deceasd— 
Rent  up  for  concurrence  R  T  Paine      Spkr  pr  Tem 

In  Council  Sept  20.' 1777    Read  &  Concurred  Jn?  Avery     D/ Sec? 

Consented  to"  — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]  .—Mass.  Archives,  vol.  215,  p.  105. 
'I'lie  report  of  this  committee,  and  the  doings  of  the  Legislature  thereupon,  are  hereunder 
given  : — 

'i'lie  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  repair  to  the  southwesterly  part  of  Hart- 
wood, the  Northeasterly  part  of  Great  Barrington,  the  Glassworks  and  Williams's  Grant, 
ill  the  County  of  Berkshire,  to  view  the  samel  take  certain  Petitions,  and  Papers  accom- 
panying them  under  Consideration;  hear  the  Parties,  and  report  to  the  General  Court 
t-Iieir  Opinion  with  regard  to  the  Incorporation  of  the  s'L  Lands,  and  the  proper  PLace  for  a 
Center  in  the  s<i  Town ;— have  attended  that  service,  and  report,  as  their  Opinion,  that 
the  s't  Lands  be  incorporated  agreeable  to  the  Plan  herewith  exhibited:  And  that  a  Stake 
allixed  by  the  s<i  Com^e  fortv  seven  Rods  east  of  the  southwest  Corner  of  Peter 
Wilcocks's  Farm,'  laying  on  the  west  Bank  of  the  River,  and  about  three  Rods  North  of 
the  south  Line  of  the  si  Farm,  be  the  Center  of  the  same.- All  which  is  humbly 
s[ubmittedt]  I^anl  Hopkins,  by  Order. 

In  Council,  Oct.  14*''  1777.  Read,  accepted  and  thereupon  order''d  that  a  Bill  be  bro't  in 
for  the  Incorporation  of  the  s<i  Lands  accordingly-^  sent  down  for  Concurrence. 

Jno  Avert     Dy  Secy 

*  TomliDBon?  t  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct  16. 1777  — Read  &  concurrd  —  &  Ord''  That  M' 
Niles  &  M""  In!?aIIs,with  such  as  the  Hon.  Board  shall  join  be  a  Com?f  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
accordingly.     Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J    Waurex       Splc. 

In  Council  Ocf;  16:  1777.    Read  &  Concurred  and  Dan'.  Hopkins  Esq.  is  joined — 

Jno  Avery      Dy  Sec:*'." — Mans.  Files: Bills,  \m. 

On  the  17th,  the  bill  of  this  act  was  passed,  in  the  Council,  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent 
down  for  concurrence.  On  the  18th,  the  House  concurred,  with  an  amendment,  in  the 
third  section,  strilcing  out  after  "  till,"  the  words  "  a  new  valuation  shall  be  made  through- 
out this  state  by,"  and  insertmg,  instead  thereof,  the  words, "  the  further,"  l)eforc  "  order." 
In  the  engrossment,  "  the  "  was  omitted  before  "  further."  On  the  '21st,  the  Ijill  wa,s  passed 
to  be  enacted. 

Tlie  following  proceedings,  growing  out  of  conflicting  views  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
tlilrd  section  of  this  act,  are  all  that  iiave.been  discovered  relating  to  the  s'ubject,  down  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  :  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Masscchu- 
sctts  l)ay  in  General  Court  assembled — 

The  Petition  of  the  subscribers  selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Stoc  [k*]  bridge  humbly 
sheweth. 

That  we  are  informed  that  at  the  time  y"  General  Court  of  this  state  incorporated  a 
number  of  inhabitants  in  y"  vicinity  of  This  town  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Leo  some  of 
which  inhabitants  used  to  pay  pnliiick  taxes  jointly  with  the  inhabitants  of  This  town  were 
by  s''  net  of  incorporation  expressly  injoined  to  pay  taxes  as  usal  with  this  town  'til  fur- 
ther ortler  should  be  given  in  tliis  matter  by  the  General  Court.  That  in  complyance  here- 
with t!ie  assessors  of  the  town  of  vStoekbridge  have  assessed  them  in  the  State  tax  from 
time  to  time ;  but  the  s4  inhabitants  of  Lee  as  atforsd  tho  Ileqired  to  pay  their  respective 
uaxes  have  as  often  refused  to  comply  therewith  the  last  years  state  tax  was  assessd  as 
afl'ors^d  including sfi  inhabitants  and  the  tax  bill  committed  to  Mr  Sam'.  Hatch  Constaljlc 
of  this  town  who  pursuant  to  his  warrant  from  tlie  Treasurer  of  this  state  proceeded  to 
collect  yc  same :  and  that  he  has  been  to  &  required  sij  inliabitants  of  Leo  as  alfors''  to  p:iy 
tiicir  taxes  which  they  refusing  to  do  (under  pretence  of  their  iieing  incorporated)  ho  pro- 
ceeded to  distrain  according  to  law  l)nt  was  resisted  as  is  set  forth  in  his  Certificate  anexed 
hereto  whereupon  lie  brought  the  matter  l)3fore  the  town  for  their  advice  &  dire;jtion.  the 
Town  advised  him  to  suspend  further  attempts  'til  the  matter  be  laid  before  the  general 
Court,  and  directed  the  Selectmen  to  do  the  same  in  a  petition  signed  by  them' 

That  in  consequence  of  s*?  refusal  &  resistance  the  collectors  have  not  been  able  to 
make  tlie  remittances  required  by  law  and  the  town,  the  assessors  &  collectors  are  laid 
under  iieculiar  iinbarrassments  in  this  matter.  We  therefore  pray  yonr  honours  to  tnke 
this  mutter  into  your  Consideration  :  and  give  such  directions  for  relief  &  redi-ess  as  you 
shall  think  meet  &  best—    And  as  in  duty  bound  shall  Ever  pray 

Stockbridge  August  25  1779.  As\  Bkment  ]     Selectmen 

Hezekiah  Bought[ox?]    I  » 

Elias  Gilbert  | 

David  Pixlet  J   Stockbridge."  — 

Mass.  Archives,  vol.  226, 79.  71. 

"  I  Samuel  Hatch  Constable  of  the  town  of  Stockbridge  do  Certify  all  whome  it  may 
concern  that  I  have  repeatedly  been  to  those  inhabitants  of  Lee  which  used  to  be  recooned 
to  this  town  and  are  by  order  of  the  General  Court  taxed  here  and  asked  them  for  their 
rates  and  they  have  as  often  refused  to  pay  them  I  have  proceeded  to  destrain  according 
to  li)w  &  took  cattle  but  was  prevented  liriilging  them  away  l)y  the  force  &  power  of  the 
oxniers  who  resisted  me  in  every  attempt  of  this  kind.  I  tlien  aplyed  to  this  town  in  town 
meeting  and  the  town  voted  to  direct  the  selectmen  to  lay  the  matter  Ijefore  the  General 
Court  and  advised  me  to  suspend  the  matter  of  collecting  said  taxes  till  the  pleasiu'e  of 
the  Court  should  be  known  &    signified  about  the  matter 

Stockliridge  August  27.  1779  Samukl  Hatch  Const  "  —  Ibid.,  p.  72. 

*'  State  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay    In  the  House  of  Representitives  Januy  13.  17S0 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Select-Men  of  the  Town  of  Stockbridge  Praying  for  the  Inter- 
posicion  of  this  Court  Relative  to  the  Dificulties  they  Labour  under  in  Collecting  Taxes  of 
Part  of  the  Inhabitance  of  the  town  of  Lee,  who  formerly  ■  were  Taxed  to  said  Town  of 
Stockbridge 

Resolved  that  the  Select-Men  of  Stockbridge  Serve  the  Town-Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Lee, 
with  a  Coppy  of  this  Petition,  with  the  Order  of  Court  thereon,  at  Least  Fourteen  Days 
Before  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court  to  shew  Cause  if  any  they  have,  on  the 
Secondth  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court  why  those  have  not  Pay'd 
their  Taxes,  Agreeable  to  tlie  Act  whereby  they  were  incorporated  into  a  Town  by  the 
Name  of  Lee—  And  that  the  Constal)les  or  Collectors  of  said  Town  of  Stockbridge  Desist 
Collecting  said  Taxes  till  further  order  of  this  Court 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Jonx  Hancock     Spk 

In  Council  .Janv  IS'.h  1780    Read  &  Concurred         Jx"  Avert     D  Se>'  "  —  Ibid.,  p.  70. 

"  'i'o  the  Ilononrable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusett's  Bay. — 

Humbly  Sheweth  (by  their  Committe)  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Town  of  Lee, 
which  was  formerlvAnnexed  to  the  Town  of  Stockbridge,  That  l)y  an  Act  of  the  General 
('ourt  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy  Seven, 
by  which  we  were  Incorporated  into  a  Town,  and  Injoined  to  pay  a  ProportionaI)le  part  of 
the  State  and  County  Taxes  of  the-Said  Town  of  Stockbridge,  to  which  we  had  Hereto- 
fore been  Annexed,  untill  the  further  Order  of  this  Court,  that'  in  the  year  following  we 

*  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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were  in  like  manner  as  other  Towns  in  the  State,  distinctly  Called  upon  by  the  General 
Court  for  a  Valuation  of  our  Estates,  which  was  accordingly  made  Out  and  Returned, 
That  in  June  1778  wc  were  in  Like  Manner  Call,''  upon  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court 
for  our  Proportion  of  Eighteen  Hundred  Men  to  Serve  in  the  Continental  Army,  untill  the 
lirst  of  January  then  Next  Unless  Sooner  discharged,  and  to  pay  Each  nonconmaissionetl 
Orticer  and  Soldier  a  lionnty  of  fourteen  Pounds,  which  hy  Said  Resolve  the  Selectmen 
were  Impowered  to  pay  out  of  the  treasury,  and  to  Assess  aTax  on  the  Poles  and  Estates 
of  the  Inhabitants  to  Replace  the  Money  so  taken,  which  order  was  Punctually  Complied 
with  by  your  Petitioners,  this  Requisition  together  with  their  having  been  Called  upon  for 
their  Valuation  as  Aforesaid,  your  Petitioners  did  then  and  do  Still  take  to  lie  the  further 
orders  of  the  General  Court,  Expressed  in  Said  Act  of  Incorporation,  Otherwise  we  Cannot 
conceive  of  Any  provision  beini?  made  in  Our  Case  for  Replacing  the  Money  which  we 
were  Required  to  Raise  for  payins^  Said  Bounties,  Without  which  we  Can't  Init  viev.%  the 
Requisition  as  Similar  to  that  of  being  Required  to  make  Brick  without  Straw;  that  we 
Were  Likemanner  Called  Upon  for  our  Proportion  of  Cloathing  for  the  Army,  Which  was 
Also  Complied  with  that  notwitlistanding  the  facts  now  mentioned  the  Town  of  Stockbridge 
have  Continued  to  tax  y  Petitioners  in  the  Same  manner,  as.bel'ore  we  were  Incorporated 
into  a  Distinct  Town, "that  aniongs'  Other  taxes  we  Were  taxed  by  the  Said  Town  of 
Stockljridge,  for  paying  their  Representative,  without  Allowing  us  the  priviledge  of  avoice 
in  the  Election,  altlio  Particularly  Requested,  Your  petitioners'bcg  leave  further,  to  Shew 
that  we  have  been  taxed  by  the  Said  town  of  Stockbridge  in  the  Illegal  &  unjust  manner 
aforesaid  (as  we  Conceive—  That  a  number  of  us  have  been  taxed  I\y  Said  Town  for  that 
part  of  our  Real  Estates  which  lies  in  that  which  used  to  bex\nnexed  to  Other  Towns,  and 
never  was  Annexed  to  the  Town  of  Stockliridgc,  That  the  State  of  this  County  is  Such 
th(  re  lieing  no  Court  of  Sessior.s  nor  any  Civil  Authority  Exercised  in  the  County  We  can 
have  no  Relief  from  the  Grievances  Last  Mentioned  in  the  Usual  Course  of  Law,  and  for 
that  Reason  that  Some  Individuals  made  personal  resistancewhen  the  Constable  Attempted 
to  Distrain  this  l)cing  the  true  State  of  facts  we  pray  your  Honours  to  take  Our  Case  into 
yt-ur  wise  Consideration,  and  GraiU  us  Such  Relief  as  you  Shall  think  Just  and  fit  and  as 
iu  duty  bound  Shall  Ever  pray  &c. 

PuixcE  Wkst      C  Committe  for  that  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 

Amos  Porter     <   town  of  Lee  which  was  merely  Annexed  to  the 

Jamks  PexoterC   town  of  Stockbridge."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  186,  p.  163. 

The  roregomg  petition,  or  answer,  was  referred  to  a  committee,  which,  on  the  20th  of 

March,  was  changed,  to  consist  of  Messrs.  Turner,  Miller  and  Longley.    On  the  10th  of 

April,  1780,  this  committee  reported  that  the  petition  "  lie  on  the  files  of  the  House,  for 

the  present,"  and  this  report  was  accepted. 

Chap.  12.    The  bill  of  this  act  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  m  the  House,  in  the 
morning  session  of  Oct.  21,  1777,  and  in  the  afternoon  it  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to 
be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.    On  the  next  day,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted, 
and  signed,  evidently,  that  dav,  though  not  until  the  25th,  according  to  the  record. 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Reprentativcs  Dec^  15^  1777 

Resolv'i*  That  Caleb  Davis  &  INP  Ellis  Gray  be   and  they  are  hereby  appointed  (with 
such  as  the  Hon'o  Board  shall  join)  a  Com'"*  to  Assist  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  in  filling 
the  Loan  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  agreeable  to  an  Act  of  this  Court  at  their  last  Session 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Warren  Spk 

In  Council  Dec.  15.  1777    Read  &  Concurred  and  Moses  Gill  Esq.  is  joined — 

Jn<>  Avery  Dy  Secy 

Consented  to  "  — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  216, p.  177. 

There  remains  in  the  archives  (vol.  217,  p.  128)  the  draught  of  a  resolve,  bearing  date  Feb. 
19,  1778,  for  allowing  compound  interest,  at  six  per  cent,  to  the  holders  of  all  treasurer's 
notes,  "  who  shall  consent  to  let  the  sums  due  for  interest  thereon  remain  until  the  time  at 
which  they  are  redeemable,"  but  no  trace  of  legislative  action  thereon  has  been  discovered. 

Chap.  13.  "  June  2,  1777.  The  House  assign'd  Thursday  next  to  consider  what  Tax 
shall  Ijc  levied  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  "the  present  Ygm:"  — House  Jourfial,  p.  10. 

"Upon  examining  into  the  State  of  the  Treasury, and  the  several  Emissions  of  Bills  of 
Credit  made  since  the  present  Contest  with  Great  Britain  you  will  find  that  the  Sum  of 
One  hundred,  &  ninety  thousand  pounds  at  least  becomes  payable  in  May,  &  July  1778. 
—it  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  levy  a  Tax  the  present  Year  for  a  Sum  suflicicnt  to 
redeem  Bills  to  the  amount  befbrementioned.—    In  the  Name  and  by  Order  of  Council 

Jer:  Powell  PresidL." — Extract 
from  the  message  of  the  Council  to  the  House,  June  3,  1777:  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  158, 
p.  85. 

"  June  3,  1777.  Read  and  committed  to  Col.  Kobinsoii,  Mr.  Graij,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Jack- 
son and  Col.  Coffin." — House  Journal,  p.  11. 

The  House,  by  successive  assignments,  discussed,  on  the  6th,  9tli  and  10th  of  Juno,  the 
question  of  the  amount  of  tax  to  be  levied  this  year.  On  the  lOth,  a  motion  f<n-  anew 
valuation  previous  to  the  laying  of  another  tax,  was  rejected;  and  on  the  11th,  the  debate 
was  resumed,  and  1  he  fnrtlier  consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed  to  the  "next 
sessicni."  Nothing  furthu- relaiiiig  to  the  tax  appears  of  record,  except  a  ))etiti(>n  from 
the  town  of  Pittsfield  for  an  abatement  of  the  tax  on  that  town  (which  was  "read  and 
ordered  to  lie")  until  the  thirteenth  of  Augnst,  when  the  sccojid  paragraph  of  the  recim- 
nlendation  of  the  coiiferenec  of  states,  at  Springfield,  was  taken  up,  and  jjostponed.  as 
shown  in  the  note  to  chapter  7,  ante. 

*  Chapter  LXXIV.  of  llio  piiiiteil  resolvi'H  of  the  Noveniher  session  1777-78. 


830  Province  Laws. —  1777-78.  [Notes.] 

[UE VOLUTIONAKY   PERIOD  —  ' '  STATE. "] 

On  the  25th  of  September,  the  House,  after  debate  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  i-elative  to  calling  in  the  bills  of  credit,  voted  "  That,  previous  to  deter- 
mining upon  the  sum  proper  to  be  levied  upon  the  inhabitants,  as  a  tax  for  the  present 
year,  the  House  fix  upon  an  equal  method  of  assessing  such  lax,"  and  assigned  the  next 
day  for  discussing  the  subject.  This  discussion  was  followed  by  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wendell,  Gardner,  Hosmcr,  Bliss,  Partridge,  Greenough, 
Paine,  Simpson,  Washburn,  Noyes,  Lovejoy  and  Bacon  "  to  consider  an  equal  method  of 
assessing  a  tax,  as  aforesaid." 

The  report  of  this  committee,  which  has  not  been  discovered,  was,  after  debate,  ordered 
to  be -recommitted,  October  1st,  and,  on  the  next  day,  was  accepted,  with  amendments, 
and  it  was  thereupon  voted,  "  That  a  tax  of  £300,000  be  levied  and  assessed  on  the  inhal)- 
itants  of  this  state,  for  the  year  1777,  and  paid  into  the  treasury  by  the  first  of  January 
next,"  and  Messrs.  Pickering,  Dix  and  Paine  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
tax  bill,  accordingly.  On  the  6th,  Mr. Greenongh wasappointed  upon  this  committee,  "in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Pickering,  excused." 

On  the  3d  of  October,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Crane,  Webster,  Brooks,  Bliss, 
Mitchell,  Jenkins,  Paine,  Simpson,  Baker,  Noyes,  Lovejoy  and  Ashley,  was  appointed  "to 
consider  what  towns  should  be  abated  of  their  proportion  of  the  tax  that  might  be  laid  the 
present  year  agreeable  to  the  last  valuation,  and  whether  an  addition  ought  to  be  made  to 
any  town." 

On  the  next  day,  this  committee  made  a  report,  which,  though  neither  the  original  nor  a 
professed  copy  of  it  has  been  found,  is  probably  embodied,  in  its  exact  tenor,  in  the  fol- 
lowing vote  of  the  House,  which  was  passed  October  6th;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  "  committed  to  the  committee  for  bringing  in  a  tax  bill  "  :  — 

"The  House,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  proceeded  to  the  Consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  Abatements,  §c.  and  after  Deliate  thereon, 
Voted,  That  the  Town  of  Boston  be  abated  l-6th.  Charlestozon  6-7th.  Marblehead  l-ith. 
Gloucester  l-4th.   Manchester  l-8th.  Falmouth  1-half.  Plymouth  l-8th.  Roxhury  l-12th. 
Dorchester  l-12th." —  House  Journal,  p.  99. 

The  House  also  ordered  that  Messrs.  Paine,  Gray,  and  Davis  of  Oxford,  "  be  a  commit- 
tee to  brinsj  in  a  resolve  for  abating  from  the  tax  that  may  be  laid,  the  present  year,  on 
any  town  that  shall  appear,  when  a  new  valuation  of  estates  is  taken,  to  be  overrated, 
and  for  addinn  the  tax  to  such  town  as  shall  appear  to  lie  underrated." 

On  the  7th  of  October,  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  2d,  to  bring  in  a  tax  bill,  was 
enlarged  by  the  addition  thereto  of  Messrs.  Goodwin  and  Choate;  and  Messrs.  Snow  and 
Noyes  were  substituted  for  Messrs.  Dix  and  Greenough,  excused.  On  the  10th,  the  com- 
mittee, appointed  on  the  6th,  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  abating  taxes,  &c.,  reported,  and 
their  report  was  accepted,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence,  whence,  as  late  as 
December  2d,  it  was  returned  nonconcurred. 

On  the  11th,  the  bill  of  a  tax  act  was  read  a  first  time.  On  the  13th,  this  bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  recommitted.  On  the  14th,  the  committee  having  it  in  charge  made  a 
report,  which  was  accepted,  and,  the  next  day,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  engrossed.  The 
amount  to  be  apportioned  and  assessed,  in  this  bill,  was  £30-5,907,  2s.  9rf.,  and  £8,843,  17*. 
6rf.  paid  the  representatives.  On  the  18th,  the  Council  concurred  in  the  engrossment;  the 
amounts  to  be  assessed  having  been  changed  to  the  suras  fi.Kcd  in  the  act.  On  the  22d, 
the  bill  thus  amended  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  in  the  House,  and,  on  the 24th,  it  was 
enacted  bv  the  Council,  and  signed. 

On  the  19th  day  of  June,  1777,  the  House  passed  a  resolve  directing  the  receiver-general, 
to  receive  of  the  "collectors  of  taxes  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  neighboring  states,  in  dis- 
charge of  the  public  taxes  by  them  collected.  This  resolution  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  concurred  ii.i  bv  the  Council. 

Remonstrances  against  this  tax,  and  petitions  for  abatement,  received  from  several 
towns,  are  given  below,  together  with  the  record  of  proceedings  thereupon  by  the 
General  Court. 

"To  the  Honourable  Council  &  Honourable  House  of  Representatives  at  Boston  m 
General  Court  Assembled  We  Your  Humble  Petitioners  Humbly  Sheweth  — 

That  Sui)posing  there  is  a  heavie  Tax  Approaching  We  Look  upon  it  our  Duty  to  the 
Town  for  w  hich  we  act  to  Make  our  Humble  address  to  the  Honourable  Court  for  Some 
Consideration  or  Abatment  thereof  and  the  Reasons  We  Give  are  Viz  — 

First  that  Since  the  Last  Vallucation  there  has  been  mov,''  from  Harpswell  Forty  Two 
men  Chiefly  men  of  Considerable  Estates  who  have  Gary*}  all  their  Personal  Estates  with 
Them  and  their  Real  Estates  but  Very  Little  Income  by  Reason  of  so  many  men  in  the 
Confen:nital  Service  which  is  more  than  our  Proportion  for  Some  of  them  have  Left  their 
Places  not  Sold  and  the  Towns  to  which  they  have  Gone  are  (Viz)  — 

Thirteen  to  Thomaston  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  Twelve  to  the  Border  of  Boardwin- 
liam  who  are  Tax'i  there  &  Eight  to  Royalsborrough  who  we  believe  have  been  heretofore 
Tax.*!  at  Brunswick  &  Six  to  Brunswick  — 

Secondly  that  at  the  Destruction  of  Falmouth  we  Laying  on  the  Sea  and  Harpswell 
I)eing  a  Neck  of  Land  and  an  Island  Very  Much  E.xpos'J  the  Melissia  Came  in  from  Sev- 
eral Towns  to  our  Relief  if  we  Shou<|  be  Attack<J  and  ware  Billited  by  order  of  the  Select- 
men of  this  Town  to  the  Valine  of  a' Considerable  Some  and  We  have  begij  the  Patience 
of  Those  who  Billited  Said  Melissia  from  Time  to  Time  but  must  Pay  it  the  Ensuing 

Thirdly  as  the  Lumber  is  almost  all  Gone  &  fishery  &  forreign  Commerce  Ceasing 
Many  of  us  have  not  one  Quarter  the  Chance  of  Geting  Paper  money  that  they  had 
formerly  of  Geting  Silver 
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Fourthly  \Vc  are  Very  much  oppres<J  with  Poor  who  have  been  for  Years  Past  half  or 
more  as  jjiiich  Charge  as  the  maintainance  of  our  Minister;  We  Pray  Your  Honours 
wou<i  Take  into  Your  Wise  Consideration  the  above  Reasons  &  malie  us  Some  abatment 
of  our  Tax  and  Moke  us  Some  Consideration  for  our  Taxes  for  Years  Past,  for  which  we 
your  Humble  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  ever  Pray 

Harpswell  Sepf.  y"  13'h  1777  William  Sylvester?  Selectmen  "  — Mass 

Anthoxy  Coombs       ^  selectmen.        Maas. 

Archives,  vol.  183, /j.  165. 

Tliis  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  Oct.  13,  1777,  and  "  ordered  to  lie." 

"  To  the  lIonourai)le  the  Council  &  House  of  Representative  of  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
clmsetts  Bay  in  General  Court  Assembled  at  Boston  the  Sixth  Day  of  December:  AD: 
1777: 

The  petition  of  the  luhaliitants  of  the  Town  of  Billerica  Humbly  Sheweth : — That 
your  Petitioners  are  much  Dissa,tastied  with  the  Tax  act  made  the  Last  Session  of  the 
General  Assembley — For  the  following  Reasons  — 

First  That  Such  an  Extencive  valuation  Should  be  Called  for  in  so  Short  Time  which 
was  never  taken  before  in  tliis  State 

Second  the  uncertainty  of  Every  mans  valeing  his  own  Intrest  in  these  fluctuating  & 
Extravagant  Times  — 

Thi'dly  That  the  tru  value  of  Grain  unthras'i,  and  flax  undrest  Cannot  be  Assertained  — 

Fourtlily  that  it  is  Highly  unreasonable  that  wild  &  uncultivated  Lands  Should  be 
Taxt  according  to  its  pre.'icnt  vahic  Equal  to  Trading  Stock  which  we  Apprehend  will  pro- 
duce more  in  one  year  of  Real  profit  to  the  owners  than  the  Land  will  in  Ten  —  your 
Petitioners  are  also  Surprised  at  the  Act  made  the  Same  Session  for  putting  Large  Sums 
of  the  bills  of  Credit  Emmitfed  by  this  State  on  Intrest  thereby  giving  an  Advantage 'to 
those  that  have  made  great  Gains  by  oppression  by  putting  their  money  on  Intrest  and 
thci-eby  Increasing  our  Pulilic  Debt  — 

That  the  Said  Act  appears  to  us  a  violation  of  Public  faith  Plainly  Ledgable  on  the  face 
of  the  Bills  thereby  Depriving  the  Subject  in  Some  measure  of  the  Free  use  of  their 
property  by  obliging  them  to  take  notes  in  Stead  of  bills  of  Cred'.  whether  able  or  not 
to  Lend  their  money  and  for  all  Sums  under  Ten  pounds  (Excepting  Change  less  than  a 
DolLir)  no  Proviiion  is  made  in  the  said  act:  neither  is  the  Subject  allowed  to  pay  the 
Large  Tax  above  Recited  or  any  part  thereof  in  the  said  Bills :  for  these  &  many  other 
Reasons  which  might  be  given  — 

Your  petitioners  most  Humbly  pray  your  Honours  would  so  far  supersced  said  act: 
as  that  we  may  Assess  what  is  set  upon  us  in  said  Tax  by  the  Last  valuation  and  that 
v:,c  may  be  Excused  forom  Taking  such  a  valuation  as  in  the  said  act  is  Required,  and  that 
the  Act  for  putting  Large  Sums  of  money  on  Intrest  may  be  Repealed  or  otherwise 
Relcave  your  petitioners  as  to  your  wisom  may  seem  best:  &  as  your  petitioners  in  Duty 
bound  Shall  Ever  pray  By  order  of  s''  Town 

Joshua  Abbot  Town  Clerk."  —  Ibid.,  p.  292. 

This  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  Dec.  9,  1777,  and  "  ordered  to  lie." 

No  record  of  action  upon  the  following  petition  has  been  found :  — 

"  At  a  mcetinir  of  the  freslioklers  &  o:her  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  Uax- 
ulirly  AssemT>lcd  on  the  Eight  Day  of  December  A  :D  :  1777  The  Said  Town  then  took 
into  Con !-ideration  the  article  Respecting  the  new  mode  of  Taking  an  Invoice  agreeable 
to  a  Late  act  of  the  great  iSc  general  Court  of  this  State,  in  order  "to  make  the  Province 
Tax  for  the  Present  year,  after  haucing  Considered  thereof,  the  Said  Town  Signified  their 
mind,  by  a  vote  tli;it  they  Could  not  Conform  thereunto,  but  were  verv  Desiourous  of 
making  the  >  >]   Fax  in  the  Same  manner  as  hath  been  vsal  in  years  Past  — 

Wherefore  we  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Said  Town  of  Chelmsford  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlesex, Humbly  Pray  that  the  llonoraljle  Council  and  House  of  Rcpresentitues  of  the 
State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  would  Take  the  Same  into  Consideration  and  grant  Lib- 
erty that  the  Said  Taxes  may  1)3  made  in  manner  as  hath  been  vsal. 

As  in  Dutv  Shall  ever  prav  &c  Zebulun  Spaulding 

Chelmsford  December  8.  1777  Town  Clerk  In  Behalf  of  Said  Town."— 

Ibid.,  p.  298. 

"  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.    To  the  honorable  the  Council  The  honorable  house 
of  Reprisentatives  in  Gen"  Court  Assembled  December  1777 
Most  humbly  Shew^i' 

The  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  a  Goar  of  Land  Adjoying  to  the  north  Line  of  Chester- 
fiekl  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  &  State  afores*"  — 

That  your  Petitioners  Injoye  few  or  none  of  the  Priveledgs  to  which  Towns  in  this 
State  are  entitled,  that  we  arc  Taxed  by  the  Town  of  Chesterfield  in  an  Arbtarry  and 
Unequal  Mannour  att  the  Pleasure  of  the  Town  aforsaid,  That  we  have  ben  UnlatfuUy 
taxc<'  ever  Sence  wee  have  lnlial)l)ited  this  Place  not  haveing  So  much  as  the  Priveldge  of 
Assisting  in  making  our  one  Taxes,  that  we  hav  Don  our  Parts  or  more  in  men  and 
money  towardes  the  Supporte  of  the  War  and  Government  and  Still  are  Ready  to  do  it  if 
we  may  be  alowed  the  Privelcdge  of  English  men ;  that  we  observe  when  men  or  money 
is  wanting  we  were  never  neglected,  but  when  Privelidges  are  to  l)e  Destri'buted  then  we 
arc  neglected,  as  for  Instance  the  Inhabitants  of  Chesterfield  Encluded  us  in  theair 
Numbers  and  Inconsiqueneo  there  of  Drew  the  Salt  allowed  by  tlie  State  your  Pet- 
tioners  were  refuse  any  Shair  in  it;  your  honours  have  Encluded  us  a  Gain  in  theair  Tax 
bill  Notwithstanding  our  Prayers  to  the  Contray,  to  our  Unspcakcble  Greefe'We  would 
therfore  once  more  13cege your  lionourswould  Remove  oure  Eygptian  yoke  or  Exclude  us 
from  Duty,  your  Petitioners  therfore  moste  humbley  pray  your  honours  that  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Said  Goar  Consisting  a  bout  thirty  six  famales  might  be  Envested  with  Power  to 
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asses  theair  one  Estates  and  make  theair  one  Rates  to  the  State  and  Collect  them  by 
bem  Selves,  and  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  pray    December  ye  S'."?  1777 

Joii.v  Tyption*  Ezekibl  Thomas     '      John  Smith 

Nathaniel  Idell  *  Waight  Burk  Eben'J  Parsons 

Daniel  Brown  Moses  Elwell  Artemas  Ston 

Samuel  Grimes  Sam'-  Snell  Willm  Buckingham 

Samuel  Olds  Simeon  Titus  Robart  Day 

Thomas  Sprague  Daniel  Wyman  Jedediah  Buckingham 

Joshua  Packard  Tim^  Lyman  Ezekiel  Corbin 

Barzl    Banister  John  Thwing  Caleb  Cushman 

Nathan  Biglo  John  thwing  Lem';  Lyon 

Isaac  Kingman  Reuben  Loomis  Thos  Brown 

Farnum  White. — Ibid., 
vol.  218,  p.  223. 

This  jietition  was  read  in  the  House,  on  the  20th  of  January,  and  committed  to  Messrs. 
Fibk,  Morton  and  Hubbard.  A  "  counter  petition,"  which  is  as  follows,  was  also  referred 
to  the  same  committee  :  — 

"  To  the  Honorable  tlio  Council  &  the  Honorable  y"  House  of  Representatives  of  y 
State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Hninljly  Sheweth  your  Petitioners,  that  among  Other  Einbar- 
isments  we  labour  in  this  Township  being  newly  Settled  cSc  many  of  y«  inhabitants  Ex- 
treamly  necessitous,  we  are  under  Apprehentions  of  being  put  to  unnecessaiy  Trouble  i)y 
the  Inhabitants  of  a  Tract  of  Land  adjoining  to  us  Called  y"  Gore  as  they  have  already 
,(as  a  Body)  refused  to  pay  their  Proportion  of  the  State  Taxes  for  the  year  1776  &  as  we 
have  Reason  to  think  they  will  in  ther  great  Zeal  for  what  they  Call  Liberty  make  Some 
uiiSreprentations  of  y"  Affairs  to  j'our  Honors  in  Some  Petitions  we  have  Reason  to  Sus- 
pect they  mean  to  present  in  y  Absence  of  Our  Representative ;  as  he  Cannot  give  a  Con- 
stant attendance  upon  all  j"..  Sessions ;  we  therefore  Humbly  Pray  your  Hours  (consider- 
ing the  multiplicity  of  Business  witii  which  you  are  now  Embarased  &  y  Pulilick  weighty 
Affairs  you  are  necessarily  Called  to  attend  to  at  y«  present  Day)  &  that  no  Petitiosi  from 
that  People  that  Affects  the  Intrest  of  this  Town  might  be  finally  passed  upon  without 
giving  Notice  to  y  Town  to  make  answer  thereto  at  a  Proper  time  lest  it  be  to  y"  great 
Damage  of  y  ■  Town,  &  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  ever  Pray  — 

At  a  legal  Meeting  of  y<=  Inhabitants  of  y"  Town  of  Chesterfield,  agreable  to  an  Article 
in  y  Warrant,  Voted  that  this  Petition  be  presented  to  ye  General  Court. — <^  Order  & 
in  behalf  of  y-'  Inhabitants  of  s'?  Town  — 

Chesterfield  Jan".  yl.  9"' 1778  Test  John  Stephenson  T.  Clerk.  — /6iV;., 

ro/.  183./?.  351. 

The  following  report  on  the  foregoing  petition  was  read,  February  7th,  and  the  consider- 
ation thereof  "  referred  to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court :  "  — 
"  State  of  Massechusetts-Bay  Febx  2.  1 778  — 
Upon  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  of  the  inhaljitants  of  a  Gore  of  Land  adjoyning  to  the 
Town  of  Chesterfield  in  the  County  of  ilamsheir  and  State  afores'l  ,  praying  that  they  may 
have  tlie  priviledge  of  make  their  own  rates  for  payment  State  Taxes  &c. —  Your  (.'om- 
mitte  Ijeg  leave  to  report  as  follows  viz,  Tliat  the  pray.r  of  the  Petition  bo  Granted;  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  s'j  Gore  have  tlie  priviledge  of,  and  be  impowerd  to  Make  and 
Collect  their  own  rates  for  tlie  payment  of  State  taxes  in  manner  as  the  Court  shall  ap- 
point.—  Daniel  Fisic  iPr  order." — Ibid., 
vol.  218,  p.  222. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  the  i)etitiou  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  gore  of  land  at  Chester- 
lield,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Messi's.  Elj',  Brooks  and  Goodman;  and,  on  the  23d, 
the  committee  reported  the  following  resolve  f-  — 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.    In  the  House  of  Representatives  23''  April  1773, 
On  the  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  lying  on  a  Gore  of  Land  near  Chester- 
field in  the  County  of  Hampshire  seting  forth  that  they  are  unjustly  taxed  and  praying 
for lleleif  as  set  forth  in  their  Petition —    ■ 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  and  that  Benj*  Mills  Esq"",  of  Ches 
terfield  l)e  &  he  hereby  is  directed  to  issue  his  Warrant  to  some  principal  Inhabitant  o' 
saiil  Gore  to  call  a  Meeting  of  said  Inhabitants  to  choose  .a  Clei^i  &  a  Conunitte  therefor 
for  one  Year  &  until!  others  shall  l)e  chosen  in  their  Room  —  which  Committe  shall  take 
a  Valuation  of  all  Estates  in  said  Gore  &  make  Return  thereof  into  the  Secretaiy's  OlHce 
a.greal>le  to  an  Act  latly  passed  for  taking  a  general  Valuation  —  Also  to  choose  Assessors 
ct  a  ("onstahle  or  Collector  to  collect  tlie  Rates  that  may  Ije  set  on  said  Gore,  and  the  Clerk 
when  chosen  shall  be  under  Oath  to  keep  fair  Entries  of  all  Votes  jwissed  by  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  said  Gore,  and  the  Clerk  for  the  Time  being  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer 
proper  Oaths  to  the  Assessors  &  Constalile  or  Collector  — and  tlie  Committe  are  to  issue 
their  Warrant  to  the  Constal^le  or  Collector  of  said  [Gorej]  to  call  future  Meetings  for  the 
choice  of  proper  Officers  and  to  do  and  transact  any  other  Business  that  may  properly 
come  before  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Gore  —  and  tlie  Town  of  Chesterfield  are  hereby 
ordered  to  desist  from  taxing  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Gore  any  further  —  except  these 
already  granted    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J    Pitts  Spk''  #*  Tem 

In  Council  April  231.    1778        Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery  D>'  Secy 

c;(msented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  221. 
The  last  proceedings  found  of  record  relative  to  the  controversy  between  the  inhabitants 
of  tlie  town  of  Chesterlield  and  the  inhabitants  of  "  the  Gore  "  are  the  following  petition 
and  resolve  §  :  — 

*  This  name  18  obscurely  written,     f  OhapterXCVI.  of  the  printed  resolves,  April  session,  1777-78. 
X  Manuscript  mutilated.  §  Chapter  LXL  of  the  printed  resolves,  May  session. 
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"  To  thf  Honorable  the  Councill  &  the  Hon'e  the  House  of  Representatives  in  general 

Court  assembled  — 

Your  Petitioners  the  Select  Men  of  Chesterfield  in  behalf  of  the  Town  humbly  Shew,  that 
in  consequence  of  an  Act  or  order  of  the  General  Coiu't  passed  in  the  year  1778  A  Gore  of 
Land  Joining  upon  Chesterliold  were  admitted  to  certain  Privileges  and  in  particular  were 
exempted  from  being  Taxed  in  the  State  Tax  by  s'J  Town  of  Chesterfield,  Notwithstand- 
ing which  no  Provision  is  made  in  s'}  act  or  order  for  the  s'!  Gore's  paying  their  propor- 
tion of  the  Tax  of  the  Town  according  to  the  valuation  taken  about  seven  years  past,  and 
the  Inhabitants  of  snid  Gore  refuse  to  pay  the  Tax  laid  on  them  agreable  to  s'J  valuation 
to  the  Constalile  of  Chesterfield  pleading  s''  act  or  order  in  Justification  of  their  Con- 
dint- 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  your  Honors  that  a  particular  order  may  be 
passed  in  the  matter  either  to  enal)le  the  Constable  of  Chesterfield  to  gather  the  Tax  of 
Said  Inhabitants,  or  take  such  other  order  in  the  Premises  as  in  your  Honors  Wisdom 
shall  seem  fit  &  proper,  and  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

Benjamin  Mills        ^  Select  Men 
Daniel  Littlefield  >        of 
Benjamin  Peikce       )  Chesterfield."  —  Ibid., 
vol.  223,  p.  4. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  June  7*h  1779 

On  the  Petition  of  the  selectmen  of  Chesterfield  in  behalf  of  said  Town  shewing  that  in 
Caiisequence  of  an  order  of  the  General  Court  passed  in  the  year  1778  the  inhabitants  of  a 
gore  of  Land  Joining  to  said  Chesterfield  &  which  had  been  Taxed  there  were  admitted  to 
certain  pievilcdges  &  in  particular  fi'om  paying  Taxes  to  the  Town  oE  Chesterfield  Not- 
withstanding which  the  said  Town  of  Chesterfield  hath  been  Taxed  as  much  as  They  were 
before  the  passing  said  order  and  the  Inhabatants  of  said  gore  not  being  Taxed  by  them- 
selves they  were  Taxed  to  the  Town  of  Chestei'fleld 

Resolved  that  tlie  Inhabatants  of  said  gore  pay  their  state  Taxes  to  the  Town  of  Ches- 
terfield untill  such  time  as  the  Taxes  shall  be  made  upon  the  last  valuation  any  Resolve 
of  this  Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk'' 

In  Council  June  7'.    1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert   D  Sey 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  3. 

The  following  petition  from  Royalsborough  (now  Durham,  Maine)  was  read  in  the 
House,  Feb.  2,  1778,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Little,  Noyes  and  Woodbury :  — 
"  State  Massachusetts  Bay  To  the  honorable  the  Council  and  hon'  house  of 

Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled 

The  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  new  plantation  or  settlement  called  Royalsbourg  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland  humbly  sheweth. — 

That  the  inhabitants  of  Brunswick  did  in  the  year  1776  assess  the  polls  of  the  inhal)i- 
tants  of  said  Royalsbourg  towards  the  public  tax  laid  on  said  Brunswick  that  year,  and 
bave  required  the  inhabitants  of  said  Royalsbourg  to  give  in  a  list  of  their  polls  &  estates  in 
ord-  r  to  assess  them  again  towards  said  Brunswicks  part  of  the  public  tax  for  the  year 
1777.  which  the  said  Inhabitants  of  Brunswick  suppose  they  have  a  right  to  do,  by  virtue  of 
the  tax  acts  for  those  years  respectively. 

Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  honors  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
of  the  families  in  said  Royalsbourg  (not  being  now  more  than  49  in  all)  have  been  settled 
there  no  more  than  four  or  five  years,  that  they  enterd  on  wild  uncultivated  lands,  had  a 
wildeiness  to  subdue,  and  buildings  to  erect  for  shelter  with  great  difSculty  labour  &  ex- 
pense, &  are  yet  strugling  for  life  —  That  an  early  frost  the  last  year  1777  in  a  groat 
measure  cut  off  their  Indian  Corn  Crops  so  that  not  half  enough  was  raised  there  for  the 
necessary  use  &.  support  of  the  Inhabitants  that  they  have  nothing  else  to  dispose  of  nor 
any  business  or  trade  by  which  to  procure  a  supply  of  so  necessary  and  at  present  dear  as 
well  as  scarce  an  article,  much  less  to  obtain  money  to  pay  in  taxes  —  that  they  have  but 
46  men  on  the  training  band  list,  of  whom  seventeen  are  inlisted  for  three  years  in  the 
continental  army — many  of  whom  have  left^families  whom  thc}'  nuist  supply  agreeable  to 
a  late  Resolve  of  the  general  Court,  which  is,  in  the  present  scarcity  &  clearness  of  provi- 
sions, a  heavy  burthen  upon  them,  notwithstanding  the  provision  made  in  said  resolve  for 
their  reimbursement  of  that  expense  — 

That  their  being  taxed  in  Brunswick  towards  their  proportion  of  the  public  tax  (& 
which  is  no  more  than  their  proportion  if  RoyalsI)ourg  was  not  in  being)  is  a  benefit  & 
relief  to  Brunswick  only,  and  is  not  of  the  least  advantage  to  the  state,  and  there  appears 
to  your  petitioners  no  good  reason  why  they  should  help  Brunswick  pay  its  public  tax 
rather  than  any  other  town  in  the  state 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  your  honors  to  take  the  premises  in  to  your 
wise  &  merciful  consideration,  and  order  that  the  Collector  of  Brunswick  for  the  year  1776 
be  directed  not  to  demand  of  any  of  any  of  the  Inhaliitants  of  said  Royalsbourg  the  poll 
tax  laid  on  them  Ijy  said  Brunswick  that  year  but  that  the  same  be  remitted  them  — 
and  that  said  Brunswick  should  not  assess  them  for  the  year  1777  or  in  case  they  have 
done  it  or  may  do  it  before  your  honors  pass  upon  this  Petition  that  such  assesment  may 
be  vacated  &  the  sums  assessed  remitted  to  them — or  that  your  Honors  would  otherwise 
releive  your  Petitioners  in  such  way  &  manner  as  to  your  Honors  shall  seem  meet  &  your 
Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c  — 

Charles  Geruish  Israel  Bayly  Jon*  Armstrong 

Charles  Hill  David  dyer  hue  Gatchell 

JuDAu  Chandler  John  Cusiiino  John  Gatchell 

Ebenezeu  Robards         Samuel  Smith  Robart  Gatchell 

William  Gerish  Charles  Garrish  John  blethen 
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Nath^-  Garish  Robinson  Crockett  Josiah  Dat 

MiCAU  DYEK  EZEKIEL  JONES  SaMELL  ROT 

John  pahker  Vinsen  Robats  Stephen  wasson 

Benjamin  ViNiNQ  Benja  Sawyer  Samuel  York 

Elias  DAVIS  Moses  Mariner  JosjivaStrovt."^— Ibid.,  vol. 

183,  p.  389. 

The  above  committee  reported  on  the  fifth  of  Febraary.  The  original  report  has  not 
been  found,  but  the  following  resolve*  is  believed  to  embrace  the  substance,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  the  report :  — 

"  Feb.  12,  1778.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  a  new  Plantation  called  Royalsborough,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  Praying  for  an 
al)atement  of  the  Public  Taxes,  assessed  on  them  by  the  Assessors  of  this  Town  of  Bruns- 
wick, for  the  years  Seventeen  hundred  Seventy  Six  and  Seventeen  hundred  Seventy 
Seven. 

Resolved,  That  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted  and  that  the  Assessors  of  said 
Brunswick  be,  and  they  are  hereby  Ordered  and  Directed  to  abate  all  the  Public  Taxes 
they  have  or  shall  have  levied  or  assessed  on  the  Polls  and  Estates  of  the  said  Inhabitants 
for  the  years  Seventeen  hundred  Seventy  Six  and  Seventeen  hundred  Seventy  Seven ; 
provided  nevertheless  that  nothing  in  this  Resolve  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  make 
any  abatement  in  the  Taxes  imposed  on  the  Town  of  Brunswick  by  the  General  Court. 
In  Council  Read  and  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the  Conncil." —Council 
Records,  vol.  XXX  VIIL,  p.  310. 

The  following  petition  was  read,  Apr.  23,  1778,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Cheever, 
Brigham  and  Batcheller,  who,  on  the  next  day,  reported  the  resolvef  which  follows  the 
petition  below:  — 

"State  of  the  Massechusets  Bay  March:  ye  4=2  77<9  To  the  Honourable  Council  & 
House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  — 

We  the  Subscribers  Inhabetents  of  a  Place  called  Raymond-Town  in  the  County  of 
Cumbarland  beg  Leave  to  Represent  to  Your  Honours  the  Circumstances  of  the  few  In- 
habitants of  S^    Place  & 

is*  Their  arc  about  Twenty  Families  in  the  Place  and  they  are  as  Poor  as  Can  Well 
be  Immagined  mostly  Without  Shoes  &  hardly  any  Cloths  &  but  lately  moved  there  in 
Order  to  make  Settelment.for  a  future  Livelihood  upon  the  Encouragement  of  the  Pro- 
prietors to  give  them  Deeds  of  Some  Land  When  they  Shall  have  compleated  the  Settle- 
ments as  required  by  the  Act  Granting  Said  Township  — 

2'^  Said  Township  lays  on  the  Northeast  Side  of  Sabago  Pond  adjoining  to  no,  Other 
Township  but  Otisfield  on  the  North  West  and  adjoines  not  upon  Windham  or  New  Bos- 
ton by  a  Considerable  distance  a  large  Tract  of  Land  belonging  to  this  State  lying  be- 
twen  them  — 

3Jiy  Not  Withstanding  Which  The  Assessors  of  Windham  took  it  in  their  Heads  to  rate 
the  Inhabitants  of  S"}  Raymond  Town  for  the  year-1776=and  for  the  year=2  777  tho  the 
Sai.d  Inhabitants  have  not  paid  Said  Rate  for :  1 776  neither  are  they  able  to  Pay  it  or 
for  the  year  1 777 

4'h  Your  Petitioners  hubly  conceive  that  the  Said  Assessors  mistook  the  meaning  of 
the  Tax  Act  for  the  Year  1 776  as  Your  Petitioners  apprehend  that  act  did  not  mean  that 
any  Part  of  the  Sura  laid  upon  the  Town  of  Windham  for  that  year  Should  be  Paid  by 
any  Other  Persons  but  those  who  lived  in  Said  Windham  Especialy  by  the  the  People  of  any 
Other  Place  not  adjoining  Said  Town  and  that  the  Clause  in  Said  Act  Impowering  the 
Assessors  to  rate  tlie  Estates  lying  in  Places  adjacent  must  mean  Such  Estates  in  those 
ac^acent  Places  which  belong  to  Some  of  the  Inhabitantes  of  the  Towns  taxed  by  Said 
Act  Otherwise  Such  Towns'Would  not  Pay  their  Proportion  of  the  State  Tax  Sot  on 
Such  Towns  to  Pay 

5'i'  Wherefore  Your  Petitioners  Humbly  Pray  that  this  Honbie  Court  would  take  the 
Premises  into  their  meture  Consideration  and  give  Orders  to  the  Said  Assessors  to  Abate 
the  Rates  thev  laid  upon  the  Inhabetantes  of  Said  Raymond-Town  for  ye  ycar=i  776'  and 
for  the  ycar.i  777  And  not  Rate  them  Again  till  further  Orders  of  the  Genl  Court  or 
however  Otherwise  Rcleve  your  Petitioners  as  your  Honours  may  think  fit  —  and  your 
Petitinors  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray 

Joseph  Dingley  Jeremiah  Jordan  Dominicus  Jordan 

James  Jordan  Roger  Jordan  Jonathan  Simonton 

John  dacis  gideon  Dauis  Samuel  teney 

Samuel  Jokdan  Bengaman  Clark  Peter  Staple."  — 3/ass. 

Archives,  vol.  218,  p.  227. 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives    April  23<i  1778 

On  a  Petition  of  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  a  Place  called  Raymond-Town  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland  praying  for  an  Abatement  of  the  Publick  Taxes,  Assessed  on  them 
by  the  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Windham,  for  the  Years  1776,  and  1777:  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  said  Petition  Resolved,  That  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  Granted,  and  that 
the  Assessors  of  said  Windham  be,  and  they  hereby  are  ordered,  and  Directed  to  abate  all 
the  Publick  Taxes  they  have,  or  shall  have  Levied,  or  Assessed,  on  the  Polls,  and  Estates 
of  the  said  Inhabitants,  for  the  Years  1776  and  1777;  Provided,  nevertheless  That  nothing 
in  this  Resolve  thall  be  Construed  to  extend  to  make  any  Abatement  in  the  Taxes  imposed 
on  the  said  Town  of  Wmdham  bv  the  General  Court 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Pitts    Spkr  ^.  Tem 

In  Council  April  24'  1778    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery  Dy  Secy 

Consented  to  "      [Signed  by  nine  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  226. 

*  Chapter  CLII.  of  the  printed  resolves,  January  gessioD,  1777-78. 
t  Chapter  CII.  of  the  printed  resolves,  April  BesBion,  1777-78. 
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The  following  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  June  5,  1778,  and  was  committed  to 
Messrs.  Metcalf,  Whitney  and  Lyman,  who  reported  on  the  8th,  when  the  petition  was 
recommitted,  and  on  the  10th,  they  reported  again,  by  way  of  resolve  *  for  an  order  of 
notice  on  the  assessors  of  Fryeburg,  returnable  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  "  next  sitting" 
of  the  assembly,  and  that  the  collectors  desist  from  collecting  taxes  until  the  further 
order  of  the  General  Court :  — 

"  State  of  )  To  the  honWa  Council  &  honi''«  House  of  Representative 

Massachusetts  Bay    j  of  s^  State  in  general  Court  assembled 

The  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  Bridgton  in  the  County  of  York  or  Cumberland  in  s^ 
State  humbly  shew,  That  your  Petitioners  have  been  lately  assessed  by  the  Town  of 
Fryeburg  without  any  previous  Notice,  at  random  without  any  Valuation  or  Distinction 
between  Rich  &  Poor  —  which  your  Petitioners  look  upon  as  a  Grievance  — 

1  Because  this  Assessment  is  only  to  ease  them  of  a  Part  of  the  Burden  justly  laid  upon 
them  without  any  Advantage  to  the  State 

2  l)ecause  they  have  taxed  your  Petitioners  while  others  better  able  to  pay  are 
neglected  — 

3  because  it  will  distress  this  Infant  Settlement  who  are  few  in  Number  but  17  Families 
&  a  few  single  Men  —  some  of  us  have  suffer.d  much  in  our  Property  thrd  Fear  of  the 
Indians  &  not  more  than  6  able  to  raise  their  Bread — 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  Pray  that  Order  may  be  taken  for  the  Remouall  of  6^ 
Grievance,  &  for  preventing  of  like  Grievances  (till  this  hon^'e  Court  shall  be  satisfied 
that  we  ouglit  to  be  taxed)  in  such  Way  as  you  in  your  Wisdom  shall  see  best,  &  your 
Pctitionersas  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

Bridgton  May  21ti'  AD.  1778 

RbLBIiN    BURXHAM        SiMEON   Bl'RNHAM      STEPHEN    GATES       JaMES   FLINT 

WiLLioM  Ejieeson    Asael  Foster  Noah  Stiles         Joseph  Woods 

Enoch  Stiles        Enoch  Perley."  —  Ibid., 
vol.  184,  p.  132. 

At  the  second  session,  the  following  answer  to  the  foregoing  petition  was  read,  and  both 
were  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Sever,  of  the  Council,  and  CofBn 
and  Sexton,  of  the  House,  to  hear  the  parties,  and  report.  No  report  of  this  committee 
Las  been  dis^covered :  — 

"  State  of  Massa","  f      To  the  Honourable  the  Council  &  Honourable  House  of  Repre- 
Bay —  ^  sen tatives  of  said  State  in  general  Court  Assembled  — 

We  the"  Subscribers  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Fryeburg  in  the  County  of  York,  having 
lately  been  served  with  a  Copy  of  a  Petition  to  your  Honours  of  ten  of  the  Inhabitants 
(4  Bridgcton,  wherein  They  complain  of  Their  being  Assessed  by  the  Town  of  Fryeburg, 
and  Pray  an  abatement  of  the  Same.  —  Also  a  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  the  general  Court 
iliereon,  whereby  we  have  liberty  to  Shew  Cause  (if  any  we  have)  why  the  Prayer  of 
their  Petition  should  not  be  granted  &c.  We  the  said  Assessors,  beg  leave  to  recite  the 
Several  Paragraphs  of  said  Petition,  in  order  to  make  Such  Replies  thereto,  as  we  think 
oii^lit  to  be  done,  and  which  we  apprehend  will  Shew  Cause  why  the  Prayer  thereof 
should  not  be  granted.  — 

In  the  first  place  (after  their  Address  to  your  Honours)  They  Say;  'That  your  Peti- 
tioners have  lately  been  Assessed  by  the  Town  of  Fryeburg,  without  any  previous  Notice, 
at  random,  without  any  valuation  or  destinction  between  Rich  &  Poor,  which  your  Peti- 
tioners look  upon  as  a  grievance.'  — 

This  Paragrajih  Forces  us  to  Reply;  That  we  are  Sorry  they  have  said  they  had 
no  previous  Notice,  as  thereby.  They  have  obliged  us  to  charge  Them  with  a  Falsehood. 
For  l)efore  we  laid  any  Tax  upon  them  viz  on  the  26'^  Day  of  January  1778.  we  went  to 
Bridgeton  to  inform  them  of  our  design  to  do  it,  when  we  carried  with  us,  the  Tax-Act  & 
Tieasurer's  Warrant,  and  Shewed  the  same  to  as  many  of  them  as  we  could  See  (some 
of  those  we  have  Taxed  being  gon  out  of  their  Plantation,  we  could  not  shew  those 
Papers  to  them)  in  order  to  convince  them  of  our  Right  to  Tax  them  with  the  Inhabitants 
of  Fryeburg,  and  tarried  with  them  to  the  28th  of  said  month,  making  the  Strictest 
Inquiiiy  with  respect  to  Their  Estates  and  circumstances  in  life  that  was  in  our  power, 
both  with  regard  to  those  we  found  at  home,  &  those  that  were  absent;  And  when  we  had 
got  the  best  information  from  the  mouths  of  those  we  could  see,  both  with  respect  to  their 
own  &  absent  Neighbour's  Estates  and  circumstances  that  we  could;  and  having  observed, 
that  in  the  Tax-Act,  sundry  orders  of  men  were  excused  from  all  Taxation,  and  after 
they  were  particularly  pointed  out,  the  Tax- Act  Says,  '  And  other  Persons,  if  such  there 
be,  who,  through  Age,  infirmitv,  or,  extreme  povery  in  the  Judgement  of  the  Assessors, 
are  not  able  to  pay  towards  "the  Puhlick  Charges,  They  may  exempt  their  Polls  or 
Estates,  or  abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  they  on  their  oath  shall  think  Just 
and  Equitable.' 

We  then  took  the  whole  matter  under  Consideration,  and  as  there  were  fifteen  Families 
in  that  part  of  Bridgeton  whichis  undoubtedl\-  in  the  County  of  York;  we  duly  considered 
their  respective  Interests  &  circumstances  in  life,  according  to  the  account  we  had  obtain'd 
as  aforesaid;  and  finding  thereby,  ten  of  them  whose  Interest  &  circumstances  were 
near  equal,  we  Taxed  them  eighteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence  half  penny  each.  — Two 
others  of  them  whose  Interests  &c  were  not  equal  to  any  two  of  the  ten  above  mentioned, 
(but  not  in  extreme  poverty)  we  Taxed  them  six  Shillings  each.  — And  the  remaining 
three  of  said  fifteen  Families,  l)eing  Poor,  we  laid  no  Tax  at  all  upon  them.  In  doing  of 
all  which,  we  exercised  that  lenity  to  every  one  of  those  we  Taxed,  which,  from  the  above 
recited  passage  in  the  Tax- Act,  we  could  think  upon  our  oath,  was  Just  and  Equitable. — 
As  we  proceeded  in  the  affair  in  the  manner  abovementioned,  laying  no  Tax  at  all  upon 

•  Chapter  XXXVII.  of  the  printed  reaolves,  May  aeMion. 
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their  Estates,  and  Taxed  not  one  of  their  Polls  so  Iiigh  as  a  Poll  is  set  at  in  the  Tax- Act, 
we  cannot  think  we  deserve  the  reflection  the  Petitioners  have  cast  npon  us  by  saying,  we 
Assessed  them  at  random,  without  any  valuation  or  destinction  between  Rich  &  Poor.  — 

The  Petitioners  nextly,  go  on  in  their  Petition  to  Assign  (what  we  Suppose  they  call) 
three  Reasons  why  their  being  Taxed  as  afores'j  is  a  grievance — And  tirstly  they  Say, 
'Because  this  Assessment  is  only  to  ease  Them  (meaning  Fryeburg) 'of  part  of  the 
burthen  justly  laid  upon  them,  without  any  advantage  to  the  State.'  — 

To  this  permit  us  to  Reply;  That  as  it's,  well  known  in  Court,  that  Fryeburg  is  in  it's 
Infancy  as  well  as  Bridgetcm,  and  being  as.  far  advanced  in  the  wilderncs.s,  is  under  lil;e 
disadvantages  Bridgeton  is ;  Therefore  we  could  not  think  the  meaning  of  the  Tax-Act 
was  or  is,  that  Fryeburg  should  pay  the  whole  Sum  set  against  the  Name  of  the  Town 
alone.  No,  the  Contrary  appears  by  the  Treasurer's  \Varrant,  founded  upon  the  Tax-.\ct, 
whereby  we  were  directed  to  lay  'one  hundred  and  two  Pounds  upon  this  Town,  or  other 
Places  next  adjoining.'  P'rora  whence  we  trust  we  maybe  allow'd  to  Say,  we  no  more 
deserve  this  Ill-natured  Reflection  than  that  before  mentioned. 

Their  Second  Reason  is  Because  (Say  they)  'They  have  Taxed  your  Petitioners,  while 
others  more  able  to  pay,  are  neglected.'  — 

To  this  we  Reply  That  those  neglected  ones  the  Petitioners  must  mean,  undoubtly  live 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland :  And  as  the  Tax-Act  Assigns  each  County  it's  quota  of  the 
Sum  laid  upon  the  State,  we  Judged  we  could  not  with  Propriety,  extend  our  Tax  out  of 
the  County  of  York  — 

Their  third  Reason  is,  Because  (Say  they)  'It  will  distress  this  Infant  Settlement,  who 
are  few  in  Number,  but  Seventeen  Families  and  a  few  Single  men,  Some  of  us  have 
Suffered  much  in  our  Property  thro'  fear  of  the  Indians,  and  not  more  than  six  able  to 
raise  their  Bread.'  — 

To  this  we  Reply,  That  as  the  Tax  laid  upon  the  whole  of  them  is  but  nine  Pounds 
Seventeen  Shillings  &  five  Pence,  it  cannot  distress  their  Infant  Settlement  so  mucli,  as 
the  greater  part  of  the  Tax  the  Inliabitants  of  this  Infant  Town  must  pay  will  distress  it. 
It  being  newly  Incorporated,  and  having  a  Minister  Settled  therein  upon  a  Salary  of  Sev- 
enty Pounds  a  year,  a  meeting  House  now  to  build,  a  School  Master  to  pay,  and  besides 
has  a  great expence  arising  upon  it  to  open.  Bridge  and  Causeway  Roads  within  the  Same; 
while  They  of  Bridgeton  "have  no  Such  expences  laying  upon  them ;  Except  they  see 
cause  to  be  at  some  for  Roads  among  them,  in  doing  of  which.  They  undoubtedly  will 
have  the  Assistance  of  the  non-resident  Proprietors,  many  of  whom  are  wealthy  men, 
and  have  large  Interest  in  their  Plantation.  —  As  to  their  Sutfering  in  their  Property  thro' 
fear  of  the  Indians,  It's  to  be  hoped  their  Polls  remain  good.  If  not;  as  we  laid  no  Tax 
upon  their  Property,  and  have  abated  such  a  part  of  their  Poll-Tax  as  we  trust  will  Bal- 
lance  that  misfortune,  we  cannot  see  what  room  they  have  to  complain.  —  with  regard  to 
there  being  no  more  than  Six  able  (as  they  Say)  to  raise  their  Bread;  —we  presume  the 
three  we  laid  no  Tax  at  all  upon,  are  part  of  those  they  Say  are  unal)le  —  and  as  to  the 
rest  of  them;  according  to  the  account  we  had  of  their  Estates  and  Circumstances  as 
already  mentioned,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  they  are  able  to  pay  the  Small  Tax  we  Inid 
upon  them. —  If  their  bare  word  should  be  thought  Sufflcient  to  excuse  thorn  from  Taxes 
on  that  account,  more  than  twenty  Families  in  this  Town  will  &  can  with  much  truth, 
plead  the  Same.  — 

Having  Shewn  the  true  State  of  the  Case  between  Bridgeton  &  Fryeburg  with  regard  to 
the  Tax  in  Question,  we  cannot  but  encourage  our  Selves  it  Sufflcientlj'  shews  the  unrea- 
sonableness of  their  Petition  — 

Wherefore,  we  the  said  Assessors  Pray  your  Honours,  That  Their  Petition  may  be  dis- 
missed, and  that  the  Collector  of  Taxes  in  Fryeburg  may  be  allow'd  to  collect  the  Small 
Tax  laid  upon  the  Petitioners,  their  Reflecting  Complaint  Notwithstanding  — 

Fryeburg  Augt.  27''}  1778  -  Isaac  ABnox  ^  Assessors  of 

Nath'-     Merrill  >r»   ,  , . ..      ir-j         loo 

Simon  Fryb  5  fryeburg.    -Ibid.,  p.m. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1778,  the  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hutchinscni,  Gray 
and  Batcheldor,  ai)pointed  the  day  before  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  treasury,  made  a 
verbal  report,  whereupon  Messrs.  Gray,  Pickering  and  Sewall  were  appointed  "a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  and  report  a  letter  to"  be  sent  to  the  several  towns,  urging  that  the  taxes 
laid  on  them  be  sent  into  the  treasury  without  delay." 

The  committee,  accordingly,  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter,  forthwith,  wliirh  was 
read,  and  accepted.  It  was  ordered  to  be  "signed  by  the  speaker  "and  Cain.  Uix  was 
directed  to  "cause  it  to  be  printed,  in  handbills,  and  sent  to  the  selectmen  of  the  several 
towns  in  this  state." 

On  the  20th,  the  House  appointed  Messrs.  Moore,  Eels,  Thatcher,  Weilds,  Clap,  Noyes 
and  King  to  distribute  this  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  "  to  the  selec  men  of 
the  several  counties  to  which  the  said  gentlemen  belong" :  — 

"Gentlemen, 

The  Exertions  lately  made  hy  this  Court,  to  put  the  Currency  of  the  United  States  on 
such  a  Footing  as  to  aiisioer  the  great  Purpose  for  ichich  it  was  emitted  (the  Salvation  of 
our  Cottntry)  by  calling  in  the  Money  of  this  State  and  determining  to  anit  no  more, 
7mist,  ice  trust,  finally  answer  the  important  End  for  which  they  icere  designed. —  Taxes 
must  be  the  principal  Eesourcefor  Money  —  A  speedy  Payment  of  the  Tax  emitted  for  the 
Year  1777  into  the  Treasury  is  the  only  Means  to  prevent  the  Resolutions  not  to  emit 
7nore  Money  being  receeded  from.  Those  Resolutions  were  founded  on  the  soundest  Policy ; 
and  a  Departure  from  them  would  tnosi  certainly  be  attended  luith  dangerous  Consequences. 
—  You  are  therefore  most  earnestly  called  upon  to  use  your  best  Endeavours  to  prevent  it, 
by  exciting  the  Constables  or  Collectors  within  your  Town  to  collect  and  pay  into  the  pub- 
he  Treasury  immediately  all  the  Money  they  are  appointed  and  directed  to  collect  as  Part 
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of  any  State  Tax.  —  If  you  tliinh  the  Business  will  be  more  expedited  by  laying  this  Letter 
before  the  Inhabitants  of  your  Totcn,  you  %oill  do  it  without  Delay. 
'  To  the  Selectmen  of  "  .'  —  House  Journal,  p.  189, 

Chap.  14.  "  Brigadier  Lovcll, Brigadier  Frost  and  Mr.  Iloiibs  "  were  ordered,  December 
12th,  "to  bring  in  a  bill  for  lengthening  out  the  time  fixed  for  drawing  into  the  treasury 
the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  this  state."  On  the  next  day,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was 
read  three  times,  in  the  Hoiise,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  sent  up  for  concurrence,  returned 
with  a  vote  of  concurrence  by  the  Council,  and  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  15.  "  To  the  Honorable  the  Council  &  Assembly  of  the  State  of  The  Masechu- 
setts  Bay  now  in  General  Court  Assembled 

The  Petition  of  Samuel  Taylor  of  Dunstable  in  Said  State  Humbly  Sheweth,  That 
your  Petitioner  Lives  in  the  Westerly  Part  of  said  Town,  on  Lands  Formerly  owned  by 
the  Tyngs  of  this  Town,  The  Greater  part  of  the  farm  of  which  your  Petitioner  is  a  part 
was  sold  a  Number  of  years  Past,  but  the  said  Tyngs  did  own  the  Remaining  part  of  the 
farm  Till  Lately,  &  upon  a  more  critical  measure  of  the  Part  that  was  sold  first  mv 
buildings  &  Part  of  my  Improvements  fell  into  the  part  the  Tyngs  then  owned,  The 
wli it'll  your  petitioner  has  since  purchiscd  of  said  Tyngs,  Your  petitioner  would  not 
Trouble  your  Honours  weir  it  not  that  he  is  vcary  much  Discommotled  he  Living  in  the 
westerly  Part  of  said  Town  &  was  suposed  at  the  Time  this  Town  was  divided  into  Two 
Parishes  to  belong  to  the  second  or  westerly  Parish  and  has  bin  Ever  Reconed  and  Held 
to  Do  Deutv  in  tlie  second  Parish  Till  Lately  but  by  Reason  of  a  proticular  Paragraft  in 
the  order  of  court  for  the  Division  of  said  Town  into  Parishes  Twas  ordred  not  only  pro- 
ticular bounds  ar  cited  for  the  Division,  but  that  all  the  Lands  of  the  said  Tyngs  within 
the  limits  of  said  Town  shcjuld  belong  to  the  first  or  East  Parish  in  said  Town  whereby 
your  Petitioner  is  held  to  Do  dewty  in  the  first  parish  &  is  thcreliy  Greatly  Ingured 
"being  discommoded  in  attenJing  meeting  having  more  than  Two  miles  further  To  Travil 
to  meeting;  That  your  petitioner  begs  their  maybe  an  order  of  this  Court  that  he  with  his 
Estate  may  be  Annexed  to  the  Second  parish  in  said  Town  and  to  Do  deuty  and  Receive 
privelidges  as  one  of  that  parish  — 

Relying  on  the  wisdom  Tenderness  &  Compasions  of  this  Honorable  Court,  Promises 
Himself  that  releaf  which  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  Think  best  &  your  Petitioner  as  in 
Dewty  bound  Shall  Every  Pray  &c 

Duiistable  May  the  29  1777  Samuel  Tk^JjO-r,."  —  Mass.  Archives, 

rol.'lU,p.im. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  referred,  June  21st,  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Spaulding,  Hosmer  and  Hunter.  On  the  25th,  a. joint  resolve  was  passed,  directing  the 
petitioner  to  serve  each  of  the  parishes  of  Dunstable  with  a  copy  of  the  petition,  and  of 
the  order  of  the  Court  thereon,  for  a  hearing  upon  the  petition,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court.  No" further  proceeding  upon  this  petition  has  been 
found,  in  the  record,  until  December  3d,  when  it  was  read,  and  the  petitioner  "  had  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  his  petition."  This  bill  was  read  twice,  on 
the  10th,  and  a  third  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  11th,  and,  on  the  15th,  it 
was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  16.  The  preamble  of  this  chapter  sets  forth  the  reasons  for  its  enactment.  The 
objections  of  the  towns,  referred  to,  are  shown  in  the  note  to  chapter  7,  ante.  For  some 
a  -count  of  the  origin  of  the  measures  for  sinking  and  redeeming  the  currency,  see  the 
note  to  1778-79,  chapter  39,  post. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  Messrs.  Ely,  Goodman  and  Whitney  were  appointed,  by  the 
House,  a  committee  "to  bring  in  a  bill  impowering  the  several  towns  in  this  state  to  levy 
a  tax  upon  their  inhabitants,  for  such  sums  as  they  shall  think  proper.smd  to  ))iTt  thesarnc 
into  the  treasury,  and  receive  treasurer's  notes  on  interest  therefor."  On  the  15th,  a  bill 
with  the  title  of  this  chapter  passed  through  the  several  stages  to  be  enacted,  and  was 
signed  by  ten  of  the  Council. 

The  following  petition  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Rawson,  Freeman  of  Eastham,  and 
Page,  of  the  House,  Oct.  3,  1778,  "  to  consider  the  matter  at  large."  From  an  endorse- 
ment on  the  original  petition,  it  appears  that  this  committee  reported  that  it  "  lie  on  the 
table  to  the  next  session  " ;  but  no  action  thereon,  by  the  House,  has  been  discovered :  — 

Massachusetts  Bay  (        '^^  *^®  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  Said  State  — 

I  he  Petition  of  William  Dana  of  Worcester  in  the  County  of  Worcester  Humbly 
Sheweth  — 

That  your  Petitioner  was  Resident  in  the  Town  of  Sutton  in  Said  County  from  and 
after  the  month  of  May  A  D  1777  untill  the  Month  of  May  1778  — That  During  his  Resi- 
dence as  aforesaid,  he  Occupied  and  improved  a  certain  farm  witli  the  Messuages  &c  there- 
on, the  Property  of  One  Moses  Brown  of  Providence  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,nnder 
a  parole  Lease  i'rom  One  Nath'  Gowing  who  was  Lessee  of  said  15rown  during  the  Term 
above  mentioned  — That  by  one  law  "of  this  State,  the  Towns,  therein,  are  authorised  & 
enal)lcd  to  Raise  Money  to  Carry  on  the  Present  war,  by  vote  and  Assessment  — 

That  the  town  of  Sutton  by  virtue  hereof,  while  your  Petitioner  was  Resident  there  as 
aforesaid,  did  vote  that  the  Sum  of  twenty  five  pounds  Should  be  given  to  every  Soldier 
in  their  Quota  or  Complement  of  Soldiers  to  Complcat  the  State  Battallions  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  in  addition  to  the  Boimty  allow'd  by  Congress  and  by  thts  State  to  every 
i-uch  Soldier  as  aforesaid,  &  that  the  Amount  of  the  Bounties  given  to  each  continental 
soldier  for  the  Quota  of  the  Town  of  Sutton,  by  the  Town,  Should  be  Raised  by  a  Tax  to 
be  levied  &  Assessed  upon  the  Polls  &  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  —  That 
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afterward  In  the  same  year  by  another  Law  of  this  State  entitled  '  An  act  to  enable 
towns  to  Raise  such  Sums  of  Money  As  they  incline  to  Do  for  the  purpose  of  Lessening 
the  Public  Debt '  Passed  Dec:.  1777,  The  Town  of  Sutton  voted  that  their  Proportion  of 
the  public  Debt  Should  be  lessened  by  a  Tax  to  be  Levied  &  assessed  upon  the  Polls  & 
Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Sutton,  —  That  the  Town  of  Sutton's  I'roportion  of  the 
Public  Debt  in  the  last  said  act  referred  to,  together  with  the  amount  of  the  Bounties 
above  mentioned,  were  soon  afterwards  levied  &  assessed  on  the  Polls  &  Estates  of  said 
Inhabitants  —  and  the  Tax  Committed  to  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  there  — 

That  in  Consequence  of  these  Proceedings  your  Petitioner  is  greatly  Injured,  as  he 
Stands  Chargeable  to  pay  the  Tax  for  the  Purposes  aforesaid.  Levied  upon  an  Estate  not 
his  Own,  of  which  he  had  the  Improvement  but  a  Short  Space  of  Time,  &  now  is  liable  to 
be  charged  with  a  like  duty  Or  Burden,  in  the  Town  of  Worcester  of  which  he  iyan  In- 
habitant, which  Town  have  also  gi-anted  an  additional  Bounty,  &  have  as  yet  done  nothing 
to  discharge  their  Proportion  of  the  Public  debt  before  Referred  to  — 

Therefore  your  Petitioner  humbly  Prays  that  the  Owner  &  Proprietor  of  said  Farm  & 
Messuages,  may  be  Charged  with  the  payment  of  such  Proportion  of  said  Tax,  as  pro- 
portionably  &  justly  is  or  may  be  levied  thereon,  together  with  a  Reasonable  abatement  of 
said  Tax  Levied  on  your  petitioners  Personal  Estate,  Or  other  wise,  as  to  your  Honors,  in 
your  Wisdom  shall  seem  Most  Just,  And  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  ever  Pray 

Worcester  October  1?^  1778  William  Dana."  —  Mass. 

Files  :  House,  no.  253. 

Chap.  17.  The  first  draught  of  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  was  read  a  first  time,  October 
10th,  1777,  and  bore  the  following  title :  — 

"  A  Bill  intituled  'An  Act  for  repealing  one  Law  of  this  State,  intituled  an  Act  for  the 
repealing  one  Law  of  this  Colony  made  and  passed  in  the  fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
William  and  Mary,  King  and  Queen,  intituled  '  An  Act  for  regulating  Fees,  and  for  regu- 
lating Fees  and  Allowances  of  the  several  Officers  and  Persons  within  this  State,  men- 
tioned in  said  Act,'  and  for  reviving  an  Act  made  and  passed  in  the  Year  of  our  Loud  one 
Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Seventy  three,  intituled  An  Act  for  establishing  and  regu- 
lating the  Fees  of  the  several  Officers  within  this  Province.' "  —  House  Journal,  p.  10-1. 

This  bill  seems,  to  have  been  dropped  here;  and  a  new  one  was  substituted  therefor, 
December  6th,  which  was  debated  on  the  9th,  and  recommitted  on  the  10th.  On  the  8th  of 
January,  the  bill  was  assigned  for  consideration  on  the  10th,  and  then  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  In  the  Council,  it  was  read  a 
first  time,  on  the  12th,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  13th,  but  was  not  finally  passed 
to  be  enacted  until  January  21st,  by  the  House,  and  January  24th,  by  the  Council. 

Chap.  18.  Owing  to  the  inaccessibility  of  the  House  Journals  for  the  latter  part  of  the 
pohtical  year  1776-77,  the  present  chapter  has  not  been  traced  through  all  its  earlier 
stages,  but  it  appears,  by  the  files  in  the  secretary's  office,  that  a  draught  of  a  bill  (which 
is  believed  to  have  been  the  first)  prescribing  an  oath  of  allegiance,  was  assigned  for  con- 
sideration as  early  as  March  31,  1777 ;  that  it  was  referred,  by  the  Council,  to  Thomas 
Gushing  and  Francis  Dana,  and,  again,  to  Artemas  Ward,  John  Winthrop  and  Thomas 
Cushing;  that,  in  the  House,  it  passed  to  be  engrossed,  April  1st;  and,  in  the  Council, 
April  14th,  "  as  taken  into  a  new  draught; "  that  the  House,  on  the  22d,  refused  to  concur 
in  this  vote  of  the  Council,  and  voted  to  "  adhere  to  their  own  vote,"  with  three  amend- 
ments ;  that  the  Council  again  concurred  with  the  House,  on  the  bill  "  as  taken  into  a  new 
draught."  Until  the  9th  of  May,  when  the  last  entry  relating  to  it  occurs,  this  bill  seems 
to  have  been  the  subject  of  frequent  debates  and  messages  between  the  two  branches ;  but 
it  failed  to  pass. 

The  title  of  the  hill  in  the  first  two  draughts  is  •'  An  Act  for  prescribing  and  establish- 
ing an  oath  of  abjui-ation  and  allegiance."  In  the  next  draught,  the  word  "  abjuration" 
was  cancelled,  and  the  word  "fidelity"  interlined;  and  the  subsequent  bills  bore  the 
amended  title. 

In  the  second  spssion  of  the  next  assembly,  a  new  bill  was  brought  in  to  the  House  by 
a  committee,  appointed  June  9th,  consisting  of  Messrs.  §umner.  Gray  and  Goodman. 
This  was  read  a  first  time,  August  13th,  and  a  second  time,  August  14th,  and  then  "  as- 
signed to  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court,  to  consider  the  same 
by  paragraphs."  On  the  4th  of  October,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  again  assigned 
to  the  8th,  when  it  "  was  considered,  throughout,  on  a  second  reading."  On  the  10th,  it 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  to  Ijc  engrossed.  On  the  21th,  the  Council  concurred  in 
the  bill,  with  nine  amendments;  whereupon  the  Hou^e  concurred  in  all  but  one  of  them, 
and  proposed  one  additional  amendment,  and  returned  it  to  the  Council  for  concurrence. 
On  the  22d,  the  C'duneil  n  on  concurred,  and  adhered  to  tlicir  own  vote,  and,  on  the  23d,  the 
bill  was  sent  for  by  message  from  the  House,  to  which  the  Council  replied,  by  message, 
that  "  it  was  not  before  the  Board ; "  and  on  the  25th,  tlic  Assembly  adjourned. 

In  the  fourth  session,  the  matter  was  started  again,  in  an  order  of  the  House,  passed 
December  4th,  appointing  General  Hancock,  Col.  Porter  and  Mr.  Gray,  members  of  a 
joint  committee  "to  report  the  form  of  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  this  state,  and  renunciation 
of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  to  be  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  state." 

The  following  proceedings  thereupon  ensued :  — 

"  Dec.  8,  1777.  Honb'e  John  Hancock  Esqf  came  up  with  a  Message  from  the  Honb'.e 
House  to  enquire  of  the  Board,  whether  they  had  passed  upon  an  Order  of  the  House 
appointing  a  Committee  to  report  the  Form  of  an  Oath  of  Fidelity,  to  this  State  and  renun- 
ciation of  Allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

Walter  Spooner  Esq:  went  down  with  a  Message  to  the  Honbi«  House  to  inform  them, 
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that  the  Board  had  Nonconcurred  the  Order  of  the  House  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 

Message. 

Mr  Pickering  came  up  with  a  Message  from  the  Honb'e  House  to  inform  the  Board,  that 
they  proposed  a  Conference  next  Wednesday  beforenoon,  upon  the  Subject  matter  of  the 
form  of  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  this  State  and  renunciation  of  Allegiance  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  if  agreeable  to  the  Honb'e  Board. 

Thomas  Cashing  EsqJ  went  down  with  a  Message  to  the  Honb'e  House  to  inform 
them,  that  the  Board  agreed  to  the  foregoing  Message;  but  would  propose,  if  agreeable 
to  the  Honbie  House,  in  order  that  the  Business  of  Both  Houses  may  be  expedited,  that 
the  Conference  proposed  may  be  by  a  Committee  of  both  Houses. 

Colonel  Porter  Came  up  with  a  Message  from  the  Honl)i«  House  to  inform  the  Board, 
that  they  agreed  to  the  foregoing  Proposal  of  appointing  a  Committee  of  both  Houses 
upon  tiie  Subject  matter  of  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  this  State  and  renunciation  of  Allegiance 
to  tlir  Kin<;  of  Great  l^ritain.       »***»**#*«* 

Order  of  tlu"  House  — That  M-;  Paine,  Mr  Ward,*  M';  Nichols,  IM";  Dawcst  and  Mr 
fircenlcaf  bo  a  Committee  to  Confer  with  a  Committee  that  may  be  appointed  by  tlie 
ll(inl)_  lioard  on  the  Subject  of  Mstabhshing  an  Oath  of  Allci;iance  and  Fidelity  to  bo 
tai<en  by  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State.  Bead  and  Concurred,  and  Jeremiah  Powell,  Wil- 
liam Seavcr,  Artemas  Ward,  JedediahPrebble  and  Thomas. Gushing  Esq^s  are  Joined."  — 
Council  Records,  ml.  A  XX  VIIL,  pp.  189  and  190. 

The  fourth  session  ch)scd,  December  15th,  without  further  action  upon  the  subject  of 
this  chapter;  I)nt,  on  the  13th  of  January,  the  House  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of 
the  Speaker,  and  Messrs.  Hancock,  Washburn,  Wood  and  Pitts,  "to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
establishing  an  oath  of  allegiance."  A  bill  bcarinjr  the  title  of  this  act,  but  which  has  not 
been  found  in  the  archives,  was,  accordingly,  read  a  first  time,  on  the  20th,  and  a  second 
time,  on  the  21st ;  and,  on  tho  22d,  it  was  jnisscd  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concur- 
rence. On  the  30th,  it  came  down  from  the  Council,  with  a  memorandum  thereon  that  it 
was  read  in  Council,  a  first  time,  January  24th,  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  en- 
grossed, on  the  30th,  as  taken  into  a  new  draught.  On  the  3d  of  February,  it  was  passed 
to  be  enacted. 

'I'he  first  draught  above  referred  to,  began  with  the  same  preamble  as  in  the  act,  and 
provided  for  a  declaration  of  abjuration  of  the  authority  of  the  king  of  England,  a  decla- 
ration of  the  independence  of  the  state,  and  an  oath  of  adherence  and  allegiance  thereto,  as 
against  George  III.,  "and  his  heirs  and  sncces>ers  and  his  or  their  abettm-s,  assistants  and 
adlicrent.s."  This  was  amended  to  the  form  of  oath  retained  in  this  chapter,  and  was  re- 
quired to  be  taken  by  "all  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  all  oflicers,  civil  and 
military,  the  president,  professors,  tutors  and  other  oflicers  of  Harvard  College,  masters  of 
trrammar,  reading,  and  writing,  schools,  imdiolders,  and  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors," 
and  by  persons  then  in  office,  as  well  as  jjy  those  who  should  thereafter  be  chosen  to  oflice; 
and  no  persons  were  to  have  authority  to  execute  any  of  the  offices  or  trusts  aforesaid,  or 
any  town  office,  or  to  be  admitted  to  appear  and  act  as  counsel  or  attorney  in  any  court  of 
justice  in  this  state,  after  May  1st,  1777,  unless  they  should  have  taken  said  oath.  It  also 
l)rovided  that  no  person  should  be  allowed  to  vote  in  the  election  of  any  of  the  above  offi- 
cers, or  in  anything  relative  to  the  constituting  a  new  form  of  government,  although  other- 
wise legally  qualified,  unless  he  had  takenthe  aforesaid  oath,  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  or  town  clerk;  and  the  names  of  the  persons  sworn,  were  required  to  be  enrolled 
by  the  town  clerk ;  but  this  last  clause  was  stricken  out,  by  amendment,  before  it  was 
sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  The  president  of  the  Council,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Board,  .was  authorized  to  appoint  persons  to  tender  the  oath  to  all  the 
late  officers  of  the  kin.g  of  Great  Britain  now  in  this  st:  te,  together  with  such  persons  as 
have  been  judged  inimical  to  the  United  States,  by  the  General  Court,  or  any  committee  of 
correspondence,  or  other  persons  in  authority  (provided  sujh  persons  should  not,  volun- 
tarily, have  taken  the  oatli  before  a  justice  of  tlie  peace,  or  lown  clerk) ;  and  all  such  other 
persons,  that  are  or  hereafter  may  come  into  this  state,  as  the  President  and  Council  or  tho 
major  part  of  the  selectmen  and  committees  of  correspondence  of  any  town,  "shall  sus- 
pect of  holding  principles  injurious  to  the  rights  of  this  state."  , 

The  persons  excepted  from  the  privilege  of  this  oath  were  such  of  the  mandamus  coun- 
cillors as  accepted  the  appointment,  and  those  persons  who  left  with  the  troops  at  the 
evacuation  of  Boston,  and  "have  since  joined  the  enemy";  such  as  stood  charged  with 
taking  up  arms  against  the  Uinted  States;  such  as  "have  enlisted  men  for  the  enemy,  or 
accepted  a  warrant  or  commission  for  that  purpose  " ;  and  such  as  had  supplied  tho  enemy 
with  provisions,  or  conveyed  intelligence  to  them  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
by  this  state. 

The  provision  of  tho  act  (section  2)  for  committing  persons  refusing  to  take  the  oath, 
was  omitted,and  instead  thereof  such  persons  were  to  bo  sent  off  from  this  state  by  order 
of  the  Council  (being  permitted  to  take  their  families  with  them),  to  Europe  or  the  West 
Indies.  The  provisions  as  to  the  expense  of  the  transportiition  of  such  persons,  and  the 
disposal  of  their  personal  est.ates,  were  substantially  tho  same  in  this  draught  as  in  tho 
act.  The  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  are  found  in  the  draught,  also,  except 
the  clause  taking  away  the  benefit  of  clergy. 

In  the  second  draught,  the  persons  to  whom  the  oath  was  to  bo  tendered  were  declared 
to  be  "all  who  held  commissions,  civil  or  military,  within  this  state,  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  Governors  Bernard,  Hutchinson  or  Gage,  together  with  such  persons  who  be- 
longed to,  and  now  are,  within,  or  hereafter  may  coiue  into,  this  state,  as  have  or  shall  be 
suspected  of  holding  principles  injurious  to  the  rights  of  this  state,  by  this  court,  or  any 
committee  of  correspondence,  or  other  persons  in  authority,"  unless  such  persons  should 
have  voluntarily  taken  the  oath,  before  a  justice  of  tho  peace,  or  town  clerk. 

•  8ic:  Wood.  t  Sic:  Davla. 
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The  persons  excepted  from  the  privilege  of  this  oath  were,  substantially.thc  same  as 
those  enumerated  in  section  one  of  the  act, —  the  difference  being  that  the  persons  who 
left  the  state  since  Apr.  19,  1776,  were  excepted  instead  of  those  who  left  the  state  since 
Apr.  19, 1775;  and  those  who  stood  "  charged"  with  taking  up  arms,  instead  of  those  who 
had  actually  taken  up  arms,  against  the  United  States;  and  such  as  had  supplied  the 
enemy  with  provisions.  No  distinction  was  made  in  favor  of  such  as  were  compelled  by 
the  enemy  to  take  up  arms ;  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  "  by  this  state,"  is  re- 
ferred to,  instead  of  "the  Declaration  of  Independency  "  as  in  the  act. 

The  oath,  in  this  draught,  differed  from  the  oath  "in  the  act,  chiefly  in  the  words,  "  so 
long  as  I  shall  receive  protection  therefrom,"  inserted,  by  amendment,  after  "  Bay,"  and 
the  words  "  as  a  free  and  independent  state,"  inserted  between  the  words  "  same,"  and 
"  against,"  in  the  third  line.  The  provisions,  in  this  draught,  respecting  the  transporta- 
tion, and  the  disposal  of  the  personal  estate,  of  persons  refusing  to  take  the  oath,  were  the 
same  as  in  the  former  draught.  The  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  are  ex- 
pressed in  this  as  in  the  former  draught. 

The  same  provision  was  made  in  this  draught  for  sending  off  such  persons  as  were  ex- 
cepted from  the  privilege  of  taking  the  oath,  as  was  made  for  sending  off  persons  refusing 
to  take  the  oath,  and  with  the  like  penalty  for  returning  without  leave.  Section  5  of  the 
act,  was,  substantially,  incorporated  in  this  draught,  with  the  addition,  by  an  amendment, 
of  the  following  persons,  after  "  attorneys-at-law,"  and  before  "  shall  " :  "  the  president, 
professors,  tutors  and  other  officers  of  Harvard  College,  masters  of  grammar,  reading, 
and  writing,  schools,  innholders,  and  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors." 

In  the  third  draught,  the  declaration  in  the  preamble  concerning  the  king's  abdication 
of  his  government  of  the  United  States,  &c.,  was  omitted.  The  oath  prescribed  was,  sub- 
stantially, identical  with  the  oath  requu-ed  by  the  act,  and  was  to  be  taken  by  "all  the 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,and  all  and  every  commissioned  officer  or  officers,  civil 
and  military,  who  are  now  in  commission,  or  may  hereafter  be  commissionated,  by  the 
Council  of  the  state,"  or  deriving  any  authority  fi-om  such  commission;  also  all  town 
officers  chosen  or  appointed  after  January,  1778. 

The  provisions  of  section  5  were,  also,  in  the  bill ;  but  were  confined,  in  their  applica- 
tion, to  the  persons,  above  enumerated,  who  should  be  in  office  on  or  after  Jan.  1,  1778. 
The  oath  to  town  officers  was  to  be  administered  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  a  town  clerk. 

The  fourth  draught  authorized  the  justices  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  justices  of  the 
peace,  to  administer  the  oath,  which  was,  precisely  as  in  the  act,  to  "  all  persons  \vho 
belong  to,  and  now  are  within,  or  hereafter  may  come  into,  this  state,  as  have  or  shall  be 
judged"  (changed,  by  amendment,  to  ''suspected  of  being")  "inimical  to  the  United 
States,  or,  as  they  shall  suspect  of  holding  principles  injurious  to  the  rights  of  this  state." 
The  excepted  persons  were  the  same  as  in  the  act ;  the  dause  in  parentheses  being  inserted 
as  an  amendment.  The  iirovisions  of  the  act  (section  two) ,  for  committing  persons  refusing 
to  take  the  oath,  were  omitted,  and  the  persons  so  refusing  were,  within  forty  days  after 
refusal,  to  be  sent,  by  order  of  the  Council,  to  Europe,  or  the  West  Indies.  The  remain- 
ing provisions  of  section  two  were  incorporated  in  the  bill.  The  provisions  of  section  three 
were  also  incorporated  —  save  that  the  prohibition  therein,  operated  only  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war.  The  provisions  of  section  four  were  also  incorporated  in  the  bill,  with 
the  omission  of  the  clause  against  those  who  have  supplied  the  enemy  with  provisions, 
and  the  clause  excluding  the  offenders  under  this  section  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  personal  estates,  and  from  the  benefit  of  clergy.  Section  five  was  incorporated 
with  very  slight  changes.  In  this  draught,  also,  for  the  first  time,  the  provisions  of  the 
sixth  section  of  the  act  are  inserted.  Another  section  was  added,  to  repeal  chapter  48,  of 
the  acts  of  1776-77. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  purpose,  at  first  entertained,  of  disfranchising  all  voters  who 
should  refuse  to  take  the  oath,  was  abandoned  ;  and  from  the  list  of  persons  required  to 
take  the  oath,  as  at  fii'st  proposed,  were  finally  excluded  the  officers  of  Harvard  College, 
schoolmasters,  innholders  and  retailers ;  while  attorneys-at-law  were  added  to  the  list. 
The  selection  of  persons  to  whom  the  test  oath  was  to  be  tendered,  instead  of  being  left  to 
the  discretion  of  a  public  officer,  as  at  first  designed,  was,  by  the  bill  finally  enacted,  to  be 
based,  in  every  instance,  upon  the  written  representation  of  responsible  parties.  '1  he  act 
was  also  more  lenient,  than  the  rejected  bills,  to  those  who  might  have  been  involuntarily 
drawn,  or  forced,  into  the  service  of  the  enemy,  and  it  gave  some  hope  for  such  of  the 
maiidamus  councillors,  and  refugees,  as  had  taken  no  active  part  against  the  revolutionary 
governments,  and  even  to  those  who  had  furnished  the  enemy  with  provisions,  and  to 
such  as  were  actually  accused,  though  not  convicted,  of  taking  up  arms  against  the  United 
States. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    Council  Chamber  Octo";  12'i»  1779. — 

Whereas  it  hath  Ijcen  represented  to  this  Board  that,  many  Prisoners  of  War  who  were 
ordered  to  be  Confined  in  the  Barracks  in  Rutland  in  the  County  of  Worcester  have  found 
ways  and  means  to  make  their  Escape  therefrom.  Others  have  obtained  passes  frftm  the 
deputy  Commissary  of  Prisoners  in  that  department  to  go  at  large  in  the  town  of  Rutland 
and  other  towns  within  this  State  Either  for  theu"  ("uriosity  only,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
hiljouring  for  some  particular  Inhabitants  of  this  State  which  mode  of  conduct  is  found 
to  be  big  with  mischief,  therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Selectmen  &  Committes  of  Corres- 
pondence &c  in  the  Several  towns  and  Plantations  within  this  State ;  be  and  hereby  are 
directed,  immediately,  to  apprehend  all  such  Prisoners  of  war,  as  have  made  their  Escape 
from  the  Barracks  in  the  town  of  Rutland  in  the  County  of  Worcester  or  have  obtained 
jjasses  or  permits  from  the  Deputy  Commissary  of  Prisoners  of  War  in  that  Department, 
to  go  at  huge  or  to  labour  for  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State ;  and  without  loss  of 
time  to  convey  them  to  the  Barracks  in  Rutland  aforesaid,  and  there  deliver  them  to  the 
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Commissary  of  Prisoners  of  War  aforesaid,  at  the  Expcncc  of  the  said  Commissary.  And 
all  persons  who  have  any  of  the  Prisoners  aforesaid  in  their  Service,  are  also  hereby 
ilirected,  to  return  the  same,  to  the  said  Commissary  as  they  will  answer  their  default 

Attest         JoHX  Avert    D  S<=>'."  —  Mass.  Archives, 
vol.  175,  p.  621. 

Tlic  following  proceedings  relative  to  tlie  exemption  of  certain  persons  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  act,  and  the  foregoing  order  of  the  Council,  are  all  that  have  been  discovered : — 

"To  the  lion  \  the  Council  &  Hon',  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
in  Gen!  Court  Asseml)led  November  30t!>  1779 

The  Petition  of  William  OBrien  lately  of  the  9th  Regiment  and  George  Perkins  lately 
of  a  detachment  of  the  33  Regiment  of  Gen'.  Burgoins  Convention  Troops  humbly  shews. 

That  the  said  OBrien  &  Perkins  Deserted  fi-om  sJ  Convention  Troops  about  fourteen 
months  since  with  a  full  design  to  become  inhabitants  of  this  Country  &  not  to  return  to 
tlie  British  Troops  any  more,  and  have  ever  since  laboured  with  the  good  People  of  this 
State  in  a  peacable  maner  in  the  usefuU  Business  of  nail  making,  have  each  of  us  been 
Rated  &  paid  Taxes  the  year  past —  And  that  your  humble  Petitioners  are  very  Desirous 
of  being  true  and  loyal  Siilyects  of  this  State,  of  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  &  fidelity  & 
of  paying  &  doing  our  part  for  the  support  of  the  war  &  all  other  Taxes  —  Therefore  pray 
your  Hon'  to  grant  us  the  favours  as  above,  and  such  protection  as  you  Shall  sec  tncct, 
and  that  we  may  not  be  taken  up  or  sent  to  the  British  Troops  to  be  punished  for  Appear- 
ing in  the  Cause  of  American  Liberty,  and  as  in  Duty  bound  ask  leave  to  pray 
JoHX  Blaix  his 

Daniel  Conuees  geokge  +  Parkins 

mark 
William  OBuien 

These  may  Certify  that  the  above  named  0,Brien  &  Perkins  have  been  imployed  in  ray 
Service  for  so  long  a  Time  in  the  nail  making  Business  that  I  can  testify  they  are  the  Best 
of  Workman  &  appear  to  be  very  honest  peacable  men,  I  believe  them  to  be  sincere  in  their 
above  Declaration  of  fidelity  &c  and  am  willing  to  engage  for  their  good  Behaviour  while 
they  may  Continue  in  this  Town  &  I  am  satisfied  they  never  will  return  to  the  British  Ser- 
vice if  they  can  help  it 

Oakham  Novr  30tfi  1779  Thomas  Mann 

These  may  Certify  that  the  above  named  OBrian  &  Perkins  have  a  good  Character  & 
we  believe  they  might  be  of  service  to  the  Public  if  their  Petition  above  should  be  granted. 

These  may  Certify  that  the  above  named  Jesss  Allen  )  Selectmen 

Perkins  was  Rated  in  Oakham  &  paid  Taxes  Tiios  White  j  of  Oakham 

the  year  past  Isaiah  Parmenteh 

Novr  30t_h  1779  William  Green 

Isaac  Stone  in  behalf  of  the  Assessors."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  186,/).  15. 

"To  the  Honbiethe  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  State  in 
Gen'  Court  Assembled. 

The  supplication  of  John  Foster  &  Robert  Earl  of  the  Si'l^  Reg*  of  Brittish  Troops  of 
the  Convention  at  Saratoga  Humbly  Sheweth.  — 

That  Wee  the  said  John  and  Robarc  of  the  Convention  Trops  as  aforesaid  have  for 
some  time  Resided  in  the  Town  of  Holdin,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  have  Each  of  Us 
]M:irried  Wives  in  the  Town  of  lloldin,  and  are  now  in  Famely  Compacts,  have  Conscien- 
tiously &  Voluntarily  Taken  the  Oath  of  Fid.'lity  &  AUegience,  to  thj  States  under  a 
View  of  Residing  in  the  State  of  i^Iassachusetts,  and  delending  the  same  against  lirittish 
Tyrany  and  Devastation,  (as  well  as  the  Other  States)  yom-  siuccai'  Supplicjiits  earnestly 
Entreat  that  wee  the  said  John  and  llol)art  may  have  the  Protection  of  the  State  iS: 
sulfered  to  reside  with  our  Famelies,  and  not  taken  and  Confined  in  the  Barracks  at  Rut- 
land as  wee  are  Informed  must  be  the  Case  unless  the  Ilnor'j:*  Court  in  their  Wisdom 
shou'd  se  meet  to  Interpose  iu  our  behalf,  your  Suppliants  in  Duty  Bound  will  ever  • 

Pray.  — 

Holdin  Deeembi   7'     1779  Robert  Earl 

John  Foster 

Wee  the  subscribers  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Holdin  recommend  the  Supplication  of 
John  Foster  &  Robart  Earl  to  the  wise  Determination  of  the  Hon^e  Council  &  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  Geni.  Court  Assembled  — 

James  Davis        ] 
Benja  Mead  Selectmen 

Jason  Glezen       >  of 

John  Perry  Holdin 

Richard  Flago  J 

this  May  Cartefy  that  Robard  Earle  &  John  Foster  have  payed  thair  pole  Tax  to  me  as 
tha  wair  Taxed  in  Septemb  Last  to  the  Continantle  State  and  Town  Tax  Reevid  by 
me 

Holden  Deenibr  yo  10">  1779  John  Symonds  Constable  in  Holden." — 

Ujid.,  vol.  225,  p.  313. 

This  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  Dec.  15,  1779,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Little, 
Brown,  jun.,  and  Gerrish,  who  were,  "also,  to  consider  all  petitions  of  a  similar  nature." 

"  To  the  Honbie  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  State  in 
Gcn'i  Court  Assembled — 

The  supplication  of  Thomas  Craige  of  the  53  Reg'  Brittish  Troops  of  the  Convention  at 
Saratoga  Humbly  Sheweth.That  I  the  said  Thomas  of  the  Convention  Troops  as  aforo- 
siid,  have  for  some  time  Resided  in  the  Town  of  Paxton  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 
have  married  a  Wife  in  said  Town,  am  now  in  Famely  Compact  constantly  Employed 
in  Weaving  &  have  conscientiously  &  Voluntarily  taken  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  &  Alle- 
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pience,  to  the  States  under  a  View  of  Residin*  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  de- 
fending the  same  against  Brittish  Tyrany  and  Devastation  (as  well  as  well  as  the  Other 
States)  your  sinccar  Supplicant  earnestly  entreats  that  I  the  said  Thomas  may  have  the 
Protection  of  the  State  &  Suffered  to  reside  with  ray  FaTiiely  and  not  Taken  &  Confined  in 
the  Barracks  at  Rutland  as  I  am  Informed  must  be  the,  unless  the  Honl^e  Court  in  their 
Wisdom  shou'd  se  meet  to  Interpose  in  my  behalf  your  Supplicant  in  Duty  Bound  will 
ever  Pray 

Paxton  Decemb  7th  1779 —  Thom:\8  Craige 

Wee  the  Subscribers  Select  men  of  Paxton  Recommend  the  supplication  of  Thomas 
Craige  to  the  Wise  Determination  of  the  HonM  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  in  Gen'  Court  Assemble — 

Paxton  Decemb''  7"'  1779  Phine  Moore         ] 

Daniel  Steward  Selectmen 

Abraham  Smith,    |-  of 

Adam  Maynard,         Paxton."  — 
JoxAH  Newton      J  Ibid.,  vol.  186,  p.  29. 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

Worcester  ss  July  y»  3'' 1779  Thomas  Craige  personally  came  before  mo  &  took  the 
Oath  of  Allegience  &  Fidelity  towai-ds  the  State  aforesaid  as  well  as  the  united  States  of 
America  he  being  formerly  of  the  Convention  at  Saratoga  — 

John  Frink     Jus  Pacis."  —  Ibid., 
vol.  225,  p.  312. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Counsel  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tae  Massachusetts 
State  in  General  Court  assembled  — 

The  Supplication  of  George  Zacchariah  Hattstatt  of  the  Hessean  Troops  Taken  Within 
Eight  Days  Sail  of  England  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  tlie  said  George  Zachariah  Hattstatt  of  the  Hessean  Troops  as  aforesaid  hath  fur 
Near  two  years  &  an"  half  Resided  in  the  Town  of  Paxton  in  the  County  of  Worcester 
Have  married  a  Wife  is  said  Town,  am  now  in  Family  Compact,  Constantly  employed  in 
Farming  Business  have  Conscientiously  and  Voluntarily  taken  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  and 
Allegience  to  the  States  under  a  View  of  Residing  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  and 
Defending  the  same  Against  Brittish  Tyrany  and  Devastation  (as  well  as  the  other  States) 
your  Sincere  supplicant  Earnestly  entreats  that  Tthe  said  George  may  have  the  protection 
of  the  state  and  suffered  to  reside  with  my  Family  and  not  Taken  and  Confined  in  the 
Bnrracks  at  Rutland  as  I  am  informed  must  be  the  Case  unless  the  Honbie  Court  in  their 
Wisddni  should  see  mete  to  interpose  in  my  behalf  you  supplicant  in  Duty  Bound  will 
fiver  Pray 

Paxton  December  11th  1779  Georq  Zachariah  Hattstatt 

We  the  Subi-criliers  Selectmen  of  Paxton  Recommend  the  The  Supplication  of  George 
Zacliariidi  Hadstatt  to  the  Wise  Determination  of  the  Hon'i'e  Counsel  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  in  General  Court  assembled 

Paxton  December  11th  1779  Phine  Moore         "j    Selectmen 

Adam  Maynard    >  of 

Jonah  Newton     j    Paxton."  — Ibid., 
vol.  186,  p.  3-1. 

"  To  the  Hon^  the  General  Court  now  Siting  in  Boston 

The  humble  Petition  of  Adam  Primer  A  Native  of  Brumswick  in  Germany  whereas 
your  Petitioner  did  some  time  in  Month  of  Nov  1776  Desert  with  his  wife  from  Stillwater 
in  Canada  &  come  over  to  the  American  Troops  bringing  with  him  his  Sword  Gun  &c 
and  delivered  the  same  to  General  Gates  for  which  your  Petitioner  Recievd  ten  hard  Dol- 
lars from  his  Exelency  General  Gates  as  a  bounty  and  Certificate  to  show  that  he  had 
,  Voluntarily  come  to  the  American  side  your  Petitioner  then  came  to  Dedham  where  he 

Lived  with  Doctor  Sprague  five  Months  after  wards  ten  Months  with  Sam'  A  Otis  Esqrin 
Boston  then  twenty  two  Months  with  M""  Thomas  Dennie  with  whom  he  now  lives  at  and 
in  the  month  of  August  last  the  House  which  his  wife  lives  in  was  broke  open  by  one 
Henry  Ling  from  whence  was  taken  some  hard  Money  and  a  Pocket  Book  which  Con- 
tain'd  some  Paper  Money  and  the  Certificate  Given  by  his  Exelency  General  Gates 
which  Pocket  Book  and  Certificate  he  Could  not  find  by  which  means  your  Petitioner  is 
not  aiile  to  prove  that  he  is  a  Deserter  youi"  Petitioner  would  therefore  Pray  your  Honours 
that  he  may  be  permitcd  to  take  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  these  United  States  and  continue 
a  su')ject  thereof  as  your  Honours  must  know  thiti  should  your  Petitioner  be  sent  back  to 
the  British  Army  he  must  Loose  his  Life  for  Desertion  your  Petitioner  doubts  not  for  the 
reasons  before  mentioned  your  Honours  wold  gi-ant  his  request  &  you  Petitioner  as  in 
dutv  bound  Shall  ever  Prav  Adam  Premer."  —  Ibid.,  p.  35. 

"To  the  Ilon'ili:  the  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  State  of  y<"  Massachusetts  bay  — 

The  petition  of  William  Sommer  a  Native  of  Brunswick  humbly  sheweth,  that  whereas 
your  petitioner  was  sometime  past  captur'd  l)y  Gen'.  Starks  at  Bennington  since  w^''  he  has 
"lived  in  this  Town  &  Married  to  an  Inhabitant  of  this  State  by  whom  he  has  a  Young 
Child  &  he  havinff  a  great  attachment  for  the  United  States  humbly  prays  that  he  may 
be  permitted  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  to  wch  he  promises  to 
behave  as  a  good  &  faithfuU  Subject.    And  y  petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever   pray 

Bcston  16  Deci-  1779  William  Sommer."  —  Ibid.,  p.  36. 

*  "  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Dec  20  1779 

On  the  petitions  of  George  Perkins  William  OBrian  Robert  Earl  John  Forster& 
Thomas  Craige  Brittish  Troops  of  the  Covention  of  Saratoga,  That  they  have  Volunta- 
rily left  the  Corps,  to  which  they  belonged,  and  are  Married  in  this  state,  and  here  reside, 

♦  Chapter  XX.  of  the  printed  resolves,  December  session. 
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they  have  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  &  fidelity  to  y"  United  States,  and  have  paid 
their  Taxes,  and  done  their  part  for  the  Support  of  the  war —  They  pray  they  may  be 
allowd  to  reside  in  this  state  with  their  Faniilics,  and  not  taken  up  and  Carried  to  the 
Corps  from  which  they  disorted,  as  Set  forth  in  their  Several  petitions  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  said  George  Perkins  &  William  OBrian  whi  have  produced 
Certificates,  from  the  Select  men  of  the  Town  where  they  reside,  that  tliev  appear  ataeh^ 
to  the  Government  of  this  state  and  bid  fair  to  be  usefull  members  of  society,  have  liberty 
to  reside  in  this  State  during  the  Courts  pleasure,  that  the  other  petitioners,  Viz  Robert 
K:ul  John  Foster  &  Thomas  Craige,  by  producing  such  a  Certificate  have  liberty  to  re- 
side in  the  state  &  Towns  where  they  now  dwell,  till  Otherwise  Ordered  — 

And  as  divers  German  Troops  have  been  impressed  into  the  Service  of  the  Brittish 
King  and  sent  into  this  Country  Contrary  to  their  InclinatioYi  and  in  Violation  of  the 
rii,'hts  of  humanity  to  Carry  on  this  unnatural  Warr  against  these  states,  ami  as  Every 
Nation  has  a  right  to  weaken  the  Armies  of  the  power  with  which  it  is  att  warr^ 

A  it  is  therefore  further  Resolved  than  any  person  or  persons  who  made  a  part  of  the 
German  Troops,  in  the  pay  &  Service  of  the  brittish  King  imployJ  iu  the  American 
War,  under  the  Command  ot  Gen'.  Burgoyne  or  others,  &  who  have  left  the  Service  of  the 
said  King  and  has  resided  within  this  state  for  the  space  of  three  months,  by  producing  a 
Certificate  from  the  Select  men  of  the  Town  or  Towns,  within  this  state  where  they  have 
so  resided  and  have  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  &  Fidelity  as  afores^  shall  not  be  Car- 
ried without  said  state,  taken  up  or  imprisoned,  within  it  under  pretence  of  their  being 
prisoners  of  war  unless  the  Councill  of  said  state  from  such  persons  Chaj-actcr  &  Conduct 
shall  see  fit  to  order  it,  or  by  the  order  of  the  General  Court.  —  b  Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

John  Haxcock  Spk 

In  Council  Dec.  21.'  1779  Read  &  (Joncurred  with  an  Amendment  from  a  to  b  Sent 
down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery      D  Se^ 

dele  from  a  to  b  and  insert  It  is  therefore  further  Resolved  That  the  Major  Part  of  the 
Council  be  and  they  hereby  are  requested  upon  application  to  them  made  by  any  Person 
or  Persons  who  made  a  part  of  the  German  Troops  in  the  pay  and  Service  of  the  British 
King  employed  in  the  American  War,  and  who  have  left  the  Service  of  the  said  King  and 
have  resided  within  this  State  for  the  Space  of  three  Months  and  producing  a  Certificate 
from  the-Selectmen  of  the  Town  or  Towns  within  this  State  where  they  have  so  resided 
that  he  or  they  have  behaved  orderly  and  peaceably,  and  are  likely  to  make  good  Inhabi- 
tant*; to  permit  such  German  or  Germans  to  reside  within  this  State  until  further  Order 
from  the  General  Court  or  the  Council  and  to  prohibit  them  from  being  carried  out  of  this 
State  or  imprisoned  within  the  same ;  provided  the  said  German  or  Gei'mans  shall  take  the 
Oath  of  Fidelity  and  Allegiance  to  this  State  before  some  one  Justice  of  the  Peace  within 
this  State  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  adminster  the  same  after  the  Major 
Part  of  the  Council  have  granted  such  permit  as  aforesaid  and  not  otherwise  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  DeC"  21. 1779  Read  &  concurrd      John  IIaxcock  Spk'' 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  225,  p.  310. 

"To  the  hon^.'e  the  Council  and  the  hon';''^  the  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled. 

The  Petition  of  Robert  Todd  humbly  sheweth.  That  your  Petitioner  is  one  of  the  Con- 
vention Troops  taken  at  Saratoga,  tlRvt  he  has  resided  at  Leicester  for  sixteen  Months 
past,  where  he  has  constantly  followed  the  Weaving  of  Cloths  which  Trade  he  is  Master 
of.    That  he  has  taken  the  Omih.  of  fidelity  or  Allegiance,  &  paid  his  Taxes  chearfuUy. 

That  he  is  detcrmin'd  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  these  United  States,  if  he 
mav  be  allowed  so  to  do,  if  he  should  be  forced  back  to  his  native  Country,  or  exchanged 
and  join  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belonged,  be  should  expect  to  suffer  the  jmins  of 
Death.  Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays,  that  your  Honors  would  take  his  case 
under  consideration,  and  grant  him  Protection  or  otherwise  relieve  him  from  those 
Anxieties  of  Mind  he  now  labours  under;  and  he  promises  ever  to  behave  himself  as 
becometh  a  good  Subject  of  these  States.  And  your  petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever 
prav.  Robert  Todd 

Leicester  Dec-  23'1  1779. 

Leicester  29tJ>  Deer  1779 

We  the  Subscribers  Seleet-Men  of  the  Town  of  Leicester,  do  certify,  that  Robert  Todd 
one  of  the  Convention  Troops  has  resided  in  this  Town  about  sixteen  Months,  that  he  has 
steadily  followed  the  Business  of  Weaving,  that  he  has  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and 
paid  his  Taxes,  is  a  useful  Member  of  Society,  and  behaved  during  his  residence  here,  as 
becometh  a  good  Subject  of  this  State,  and  we  believe  is  a  friend  to  the  welfare  of  the 
United  States.  W"  Henshaw 

John  Southgate 

Samuel  Denny.  —  Ibid.,  vol.  186,  p.  42. 

This  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  March  10, 1780,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Thatcher, 
Page  and  Grow. 

*  "  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  23<J  1780 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  Todd  a  British  Soldier  of  the  Troops  of  the  Convention  of 
Saratoga  Representing  that  he  has  voluntarily  left  that  Corps  with  an  ardant  desire  to 
reside  in  this  State  that  he  has  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  &  fidelity  to  the  United  States 
that  he  has  paid  public  Taxes  and  has  produced  a  Certificate  from  the  Select  men  of 
Liccseester  where  he  resides  that  he  appears  to  be  a  good  member  of  soslety  and  attached 
to  the  wellfare  of  this  State 

Resolved  that  the  prayer  be  so  far  granted  that  the  said  Robert  Tood  be  permitted  to 

*  Chapter  LVlil.  of  the  printed  reaolTea,  March  aession  1779-SO. 
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reside  in  this  State  and  in  the  Town  of  Leicester  untill  further  Order  of  the  General  Court 
or  of  the  Conjrress  of  the  united  States — Sent  up  for  Concurrence    John  Hancock     spk 
In  Council  March  234  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery     D  Scv 

Consented  to  —  "  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid  ,  vol.  226, p.  310. 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

To  the  Honourable  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives,  at  Boston,  in  General  Court 
assembled.  —  The  humble  petition  of  James  Smith  (who  was  one  of  y  prisoners  included 
in  y"  capitulation  of  Gen.  Burfroyne,  and  his  Troops  at  Saratoga :)  sheweth,  that  he  y« 
said  James,  after  being  quartered  at  Prospect  Hill,  about  Six  weeks,  made  his  escape  from 
y"  corps  to  which  he  l)elonged;  ajid  having  an  inclination  to  set  up  his  trade,  went  to 
Marlborough  where  he  likewise  did:  that  is, of  making  &  cutting  files,  which  being  ser- 
viceable to  y"  inhabitants  and  he  finding  full  eniplo}',  tarried  there  a  considerable  time,  in 
which,  he  married  a  young  woman  an  inhabitant  of  that  place  —  After  which  he  moved, 
himself  and  Wife  to  Sutton,  y^  present  place  of  Residence,  where  he  also  pursues  his  busi- 
ness, (as  he  hopes  to  good  acceptance  Your  Petitioner  having  seen  an  Order  of  your  Hon- 
our's, for  returning  all  deserters,  and  others  of  s<}  prisoners  to  their  respective  Corps,  or 
to  the  barracks  in  Rutland,  and  some  of  said  prisoners  having  been  carried  from  this 
Town,  to  y**  said  barracks  at  Rutland;  (although  he  hath  been  left  through  y"  goodness 
of  y°  people,)  Your  Humble  petitioner  prays,  your  Honours  to  consider  his  present  situa- 
tion; &  y«  punishment  he  will  be  subject  to  should  he  be  returned;  and  also  his  Wile, 
whose  Situation  is  not  proper  to  be  left  by  a  husband  especially,  that  your  Honours  woiikl 
liberate  your  petitioner,  from  y  aforementioned  order,  and  permit  him  to  tany  here  and 
follow  his  business  as  he  hath  heretofore  done:  Which  Grant, your  humble  Petitioner 
will  gratefully  acknowledge;  and  for  your  nonours.  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  prav 
Sutton  i'.";  Feb>'.  1780  Jai(|es  Smith:'  —  Ibid.,  vol.  227.  p.  209. 

"  Sutton  Feby  2-5=''  1780 
These  are  to  Certify  that  y  within  name'd  James  Smith  has  lived  in  this  Town,  about 
a  Year,  and  has  work'd  at  his  Trade  of  file  cutting,  and  making,  which  business  is  o( 
great  service  to  this,  and  y^  adjacent  Towns ;  and  that  he  has  behaved  himself  to  general 
satisfaction, 

Signed  —        Amos  Dwinel  Thomas  Lanmon 

Joseph  Elliot  Jr  William  Chase 

MiCHA  Putnam  Ezekiel  Moore 

Jonathan  Barnard 
Uxbridge  February  ye  28  1780- 
Thcse  may  Certifie,  that  the  within  Petitioner  has  workd  in  the  Business  of  File  Cutting, 
in  Uxbridge  To  the  Unevarsel  Satisfaction  of  every  imployer  &  we  appeard.  him  to  be  a 
Faithfull  and  Industerus  Parson  and  of  Publick  service  to  the  Community 
Simeon  Wheelock  John  Stephenson 

Elijah  Flynt  Rotall  Tyler 

Reuben  Thayer  David  Kilby 

Gideon  Lesure  NathI:.  Drown." — Ibid.,  p.  20^. 

"In  Council  April  11!  1780  Read  &  Ordered  — That  Noah  Goodman  Eqr  with  such  .as 
the  Hon'ble  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  Consideration  this  Petition  & 
report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon  Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

John  Avery     D  Scy 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  15,  1780 
Read  &  concurrd  &  M^  Singletary  &  Coll  Thatcher  are  join'd 

John  HANCock      Spk'  —Ibid., p.  209. 
"  State  of  the  Massachu-  )         To  the  Hon'^'''  the  Council  and  house  of  Representatives  of 
setts  Bay  S  said  State. 

Humbly  Shews  George  M''Bride  that  he  "was  born  in  Ireland,  and  when  only  fifteen 
years  of  age  was  made  a  Soldier  in  the  army  of  Great  Britain  by  force  and  fi-aud  of  the  vilest 
kind;  —  that  in  justice  he  could  not  be  holden  in  that  service,  and  ever  intended  to  leave 
the  first  Opportunity ;  and  accordingly  when  General  Burgoin's  Army  lay  at  Saratoga  & 
before  the  convention  he  did  leave  it  and  put  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  American 
States  with  a  determination  ever  after  to  remain  a  Subject  thereof,  but  has  lately  been  ar- 
rested and  is  in  danger  of  being  returnd  to  the  british  Army,  and  must  there  suffer  death 
if  America  does  not  continue  to  protect  him. 

Wherefore  he  most  humbly  prays  your  Honours  that  he  may  be  admitted  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegience  to  this  State  and  be  admitted  a  Subject  thereof. 

his 
Lancaster  April  3,  1780.  George  X  McBride 

mai-k 
Lancaster  April  3. 1780 
We  the  Subscribers  do  certify  that  George  M<=Bride  within  named  has  resided  in  Lan- 
caster towards  two  years  that  lie  appears  to  be  an  honest  industrious  young  man,  he  has 
ever  protest  an  attachment  to  the  American  States  and  a  fix'd  intention  to  be,  &  remain, 
a  Subject  of  them,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  suspect  his  sincerity. 

WiL  Dunsmoor  Nath^  Beaman  Andrew  Haskell 

John  Spraoue  SamU-  Adams  Jeremiah  Haskell  Junu 

\Vm  Greenleaf  Joseph  Nowells  Josiah  Wilder 

Nathi-  Balch  Nathan  Fairkank  Sam'.'-  Wilder 

Joseph  Wilder  Micu^.Newhall  Jona^  Wyman 

In  Council   April   11'.  1780     Read  &  Committed  to  the  Comittee   appointed   upon 
James  Smiths  Petition 
Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery  D  Scy."—  Ibid ,  vol.  186,  p.  159. 
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"The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appohited  to  consider  the  Petition  of  Ebenezer* 
Smith  beg  Leave  to  report  the  following  Resolutionf  Noah  Goodman  Pr  ordr 

On  tlie  Petition  of  James  Smith  one  of  the  prisoners  in  fhe  Capitulation  of  General 
Burgoyne  and  liis  Troops  at  Saratoga    Praying  that  he  may  reside  at  Sutton 

Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  he  so  far  granted  as  that  the  said  James 
Smith  be  and  hereby  is  permitted  to  reside  at  Marlborough  until  the  further  order  of 
A  the  General  Court  — 

In  Council  April  18  1780  Read  &  accepted  with  Amendment  at  A  Sent  down  for 
Concurrence  Sami-  Adams  Secry. 

at  A  insert  the  Words,  Congress  or 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  18  1780    Read  &  concurrd 

John  Hancock  spk 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  ConncW].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  127, p.  207. 

See,  also,  note  to  chapter  25,  post. 

Chap.  20.  This  chapter  originated  in  the  Council,  Jan.  15,  1778,  by  the  passage  of  the 
following  order:  — 

"  On  Motion  Ordered  That  W™  Sever  and  Sami  Holten  Esq^  be  a  Comittee  to  con- 
sider that  Part  of  an  Act  for  enabling  Towns  to  raise  Money  for  carrying  on  the  present 
War  requiring  the  Collectors  of  the  several  Towns,  Plantations  &c  to  execute  all  such 
Warrants  in  the  same  Manner  they  are  by  Law  obliged  to  execute  Warrants  for  collecting 
other  Town  Rates  &  report  what  is  best  to  be  done  thereon." — General  Court  miniiti'  hook. 

On  the  27th,  Benjamin  Austin  brought  down  to  the  House  a  bill,  with  an  endorsement 
thereon,  of  the  same  date,  that  it  had  been  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  Council,  and 
was  sent  down  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  was  immediately  read  in  IsBe  House,  and  ordered  to  he  read  again  on  the  29th  ; 
but  was  not  reached  until  the  30th,  when  the  second  reading  was  put  off  to  February  2d, 
and  then,  after  a  reading,  it  was  committed  to  Messrs.  Frazier,  Cross  and  Singlctary.  This 
committee  reported  on  the  .5lh,  and  the  bill  was  thereupon  assigned  to  the  6tb,  for  a  third 
reading.  On  the  6th,  it  was  read,  accordingly,  and,  on  the  7th,  was  passed  to  be  enacted, 
by  thellouse,  and,  on  the  8th,  by  the  Council. 

Chap.  21.  The  following  petition,  together  with  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  town 
of  Wrcntham,  and  the  vote  of  the  town  accepting  the  same, —which  report  and  vote 
appear  in  a  foot-note  to  this  chapter,  on  p.  776,  ante,  —  was  read  in  the  House,  February 
24,  1778,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Nichols,  Farley  and  Coffin,  who  reported,  verbally, 
the  next  day,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  incorporating  the  west  precinct  of  Wrentham  into  a  town  :  — 

"  To  the  Honorable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  state  'of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  in  General  Court  assembled 

The  petition  of  the  suljscribers  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  west  Precinct  in 
Wrentham  Humbly  shcweth  — 

That  the  Township  of  Wrentham  is  Considerably  Large  and  the  inhabitants  with  their 
Lands  &  improvements  are  scituated  very  much  in  two  Divisions  and  but  thinly  settled 
Between  the  two  Precincts ;  the  Lands  admitting  of  but  few  settlements  That  the  Pub- 
lick  Business  of  the  Town  neccessary  to  be  Transacted  is  very  Considerable  and  has  Long 
been  Complained  of  as  a  Burden  by  those  who  are  oblidged  to  take  a  part,  by  means  of 
Travil  &  Fatigue  together  with  the  Disappointments  that  often  take  place,  That  your 
Petitioners  apprehend  themselves  sufficient  in  Number  and  Ability  for  a  Town,  and  that 
in  many  Respects  y  advantages  to  them  would  be  much  greater  than  to  remain  in  their 
present  scituation.  That  they  have  lately  obtained  a  vote  of  the  Town  Expressing  their 
willingness  that  your  petitioners  should  be  incorporated  into  a  Town  by  the  followings 
Bounds  viz  Begining  at  Charles  river  where  Medfield  lino  Comes  to  said  river  thence 
rniming  south  seventeen  Degrees  &  an  half  west  nntill  it  Comes  to  one  rod  East  of  the 
Dwelling  House  of  M' William  Man  thence  a  strait  line  to  the  Easterly  Corner  of  M'' 
Asa  Whitings  Barn,  thence  a  strait  line  to  sixty  rods  Due  south  of  the  old  Ccller  where 
the  Dwelling  House  of  Eben""  Hcalcy  formally  stood  thence  a  Due  west  Course  by  the 
needle  to  Bellingham  line  said  Bellingham  line  to  be  y"  West  Bounds  and  Charles  river 
to  be  the  Northerly  Bounds, 

your  pet's  Therefore  Humbly  pray  That  your  Honors  wou'd  be  pleased  to  incorporate 
them  into  a  Town  by  y  above  Disscril)ed  Bounds  with  the  same  powers  &  Privileges  that 
arc  allowed  to  other  Towns  within  this  state 

And  your  pet"  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  pray 

SAMt-i-  Lethbridg       "I 

Joseph  Haaves  VCom'™." — Mass  Files: 

Joseph  Whitino  Jk  J  Bills,  1778. 

The  committee  presenting  the  petition,  acted  under  the  followmg  vote  of  the  town  :  — 

"  Wrentham  Second  Precinct  February  20  1778  the  freeholders  and  other  inhahitents 
of  said  Precinct  Being  Regurly  assembled  made  Choice  of  the  following  Persons  for  a 
Com'i?  to  Petition  the  General  Cort  to  Set  off  Said  Precinct  into  a  Destinct  Township.  "Viz 
mist"  Samcel  Lathkridge 

Wrentham  Febry  23  1778  Joseph  Haavs 

Joseph  Whiting  Jnk  "  —  Ibid. 

On  the  27th,  a  bill  for  incorporating  the  westerly  part  <jf  the  town  of  Wrentham,  by  the 
name  of  Exeter,  was  read  twice,  in  the  forenoon,  and  read  a  third  time,  in  the  afternoon, 

*  Sic  :  James. 

t  Chapter  CXCVIII.  of  the  printed  resolves,  March  session,  1779-80. 
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and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  —  "  the  House  having  first  voted  to  alter  the  name  of  the  town 
to  that  of  Franklin."  On  the  2d  of  March,  the  bill  was  passed,  in  the  Council,  to  be 
engrossed,  and,  the  same  day,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  22.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  passed,  in  the  House,  through  all  the  stages,  to 
engrossment,  Marcli  7,  1778,  and  was  then  sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  On  the 
lOfh,  the  Council  passed  it,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  an  amenduient  insertin.,' 
the  words  **  from  and  after  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  Imndred  and 
seventy-eight,"  in  the  thu-d  and  fourth  lines  of  the  first  section,  and  substituting  the  con- 
clusion of  tlie  first  section  —  beginning  with  the  word  "excepting,"  in  the  fifth  line  —  for 
the  following  clause  in  the  original  draught :  — 

"  Excepting  the  Clause  which  permits  the  sale  of  Continental  Stores  by  the  Commissary 
General  or  his  order  in  Consequence  of  Resolutions  of  Congi-ess  which  is  not  Intended 
by  this  Act  to  be  Admitted,  provided  nevertheless,  this  Act  sliall  not  Extend  to  prohibit 
the  Sale  of  any  Goods  which  has  been  or  may  be  directed  by  the  special  Order  of  this 
Court."  — Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1778. 

The  bill  now  went  back  to  the  House,  where  the  second  section  was  ofibred  as  an  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  was  again  sent  up  for  concurrence.  The  Council  concurred  in  it,  on  the 
same  day,  and,  on  the  12th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

"  To  the  Honhjfi  the  Council,  &  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,— 

The  Board  of  War  for  said  State  beg  leave  to  represent,— 

That  they  have  in  their  Stores  sundry  Articles  not  necessary  for  Publick  Use,  the  dis- 
posal of  which  at  private  Sale  is  attended  with  Delay  &  Inconvenience,  as  some  of  them 
are  in  a  perishing  Condition.  —  That  they  have  several  Vessels  now  at  the  Wharfs  which 
they  find  it  impracticable  to  make  Sale  of  by  private  Contract  without  considerable  Loss ; 
—  For  these  Reasons,  the  Board  pray  your  Honors  to  grant  them  Permission  to  sell  at 
Publick  Vendue,  all  such  Vessels,  Goods,  &  Effects,  as  they  now  or  may  have  in  their 
Hands  which  are  not  wanted  for  Publick  Uses,  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary,  & 
proper —  By  Order  of  the  Board 

Sam  Phps  Sayage      Pres.  "  —  Mass.  Arnhii-es,vol.2\9,p.\0%. 

*'  State  of  massachusetts  Bay —  In  y  House  of  llciiresentatives  June  17  1778—* 

on  the  representation  made  by  the  Hoard  of  War,  that  there  are  several  Vessels  belong- 
ing to  this  state,  lying  at  Wharfes,  &  that  they  have  sundry  articals  on  hand,  which  are 
not  Necessary  for'the^Publick  use,  some  of  them  in  a  perishing  Condition,  the  Disposcing 
of  which,  at  private  sail  is  attended  with  Delay  &  Inconveniance— 

Therefore  resolved  that  the  Board  of  ^^''arr,  be  &  they  ai-e  hereby  Impowered,  to  make 
sail  at  publick  auction,  of  all  such  Vessels,  &  articals  belonging  to  this  state,  as  tliev 
now,  or  may  have  in  there  possession,  not  Necessary  for  the  puljlick  use,  any  law  of  this 
state,  to  tlie  Conterary  Notwithstanding.—  sent  up  for  Concurrence 

Sam'->-  Frekman      Spk  P  T 

In  Council  June  17.'  1778    Read  &  Concurred  Lv^  Avert      Dy  Seo' 

Consented  to  " —[Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  107. 

Chap.  23.  The  proprietors  of  Coxhall,  now  Lyman,  Maine,  applied  to  the  General 
Cotirt  for  an  enlargement  of  their  grant,  in  November,  1761 ;  and  their  petition  was  for  sev- 
eral years,  the' subject  of  numerous  motions  and  orders.  The  plantation  was  settled  about 
17(57,  and  in  1774  the  settlers  asked  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town;  but  without  success. 

The  following  is  the  petition  of  these  proprietors : — 
"  Province  of  the    ) 

Massachusetts  bay  )      To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esquire,  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  said  Province,  The  Honourable 
his  Majesty's  Council,  and  the  Honble  the  House  of  Represen- 
tative in  General   Com-t  assembled   Jan'"y  26,  1774  Humbly 
sheweth, 
The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants,  Proprietors  &  Owners  of  a  certain  Tract 
of  Land  commonly  called  &  known  by  the  Name  of  Cox- Hall  situate  within  the  County  of 
Yor7c,  at  the  Head  of  the  Towns  of  Wells  &  Annulel,  and  bounded,  liogining  on  the  west 
of  Mousom  River,  a  little  below  the  great  Falls  there,  at  a  Pitch  Pine  Stump,  from  thence, 
crossing  said  River,  on  a  northeastwardly  Point  of  Compass  and  runing  by  said  Wells  and 
[Aruncfel  six  miles  until  itf]  comes  within  imiv  Miles  of  Saco-Rivcr,  to  an  Oake  Island  So 
Called  thence  from  s'\  Arundel  Line  on  a  n(jrthwester1y  Course,  continuing  at  the  Distance 
of  four  Miles  from  said  Saco-River,   (and  paralel  thereto,)  back  into  the  Country  six 
Miles,  &  an  Hiinch-ed  and  twenty  Pods  to  a  hemlock  Tree  marked  on  four  Sides,  about 
forty  Rods  to  tlie  northward  of  a  Pond  Ciiflcd  Swan  Pond,  from  thence  a-thw:irt  said 
Pond,  (excluding  about  two  Thirds  thereof,)  rn  a  soutliwest  Course  six  Miles  to  a  Read 
Oake  Tree  mark'd  on  four  Sides    and  thence  on  a  southeast  Course  to  the  Rounds  & 
Pine-Stump,  by  s!  Mousom  River  first  mentioned,  including  therein  about  Twenty  three 
Thousand,  &  forty  Acres, 

That  tlie  erecting  and  incorporating  said  Lands  into  a  distinct  &  seperate  Town  will 
greatly  contribute  to  the  Growth  &  Increase  of  it's  Settlement  and  Inhabitants,  as  well  as 
remedy  many  Difficultys  &  Inconveniencies  they  now  labour  under  for  Want  of  a 
Gospel  settled  Minister,  proper,  competent  &  convenient  Schools  &  Highways,  &c; 
whereby  might  bo  much  promoted  &  furthered  the  Interest  of  every  Proprietor  therein 
concem'd. 

^Vhereforo  your  said  Petitioners,  humbly  intreat  your  Excellency    &   Honours  woald 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  Beesion,  chapter  LXXX. 
t  The  words  in  brackets  are  torn  ont  of  the  origlmd. 
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take  the  Premisses  into  yoar  prudent  Consideration,  and  pass  an  Act  for  the  Purpose  of 

erecting  &  incorporating  the  same  accordingly,  and  your  s'}  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty 

bound  will  pray  — 

Inhabitants  Subscribers —        &  Non  resident  Proprietors 

Nathel  Conant  James  Birkes  by  order  Johx  Baker 

Sam'-i-  Friexd  WiLLiAJr  Birkes  by  order       Natii.vxiel  Kimball 

Alien  Goodridge  Leavis  Martix  Samuel  Baker 

Moses  Sweat.  Elisha  Littelfield  [  t] 

Samuel  Dorman  Stephex  Stimox  by  order        BexJ'^  Joxes 

Thojias  Kimball  Nathanel  Goold  Caleb  Dodge 

Humphrey  Whittex  Seth  Peabodt  Josuua  Cleaves 

Bexjamix  Tripe  Morgan  Lewis  Daxiel  Heard 

John  White  by  His  order         Daxiel*  McDaxiel  Johm  Friexd 

JoHx  Gooduidge  Juxr  Benjamin  Goodridge  Nath'-  Farley 

Samuel  CoxxoR  and  oners*      Dodiford  Ricker  by  order     Samuel  EMoxst 
Caleb  Kimball  Daniel  Lr\ry  Joseph  Cousexs."!  — 

Elisha  Smith  Daniel  Hebbard  Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1778. 

Joseph  Taylor  Samuel  hexderson 

John  Emons  Jeremiah  Eastman 

Benjamin  Stephens  Simeon  Coffin 

The  bill  of  the  present  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  March  11,  1778  and,  on  the  same 

day,  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

This  act  was  suspended  by  successive  resolves,  but  finally  confii-med  by  the  act  of 

1779-80,  chapter  39.    See  the  note  to  that  chapter,  post. 

Chap.  24.  "We  would  recommend  a  revision  of  the  Militia  Act  as  upon  Erfiminatioii 
.t  will  be  found  there  arc  divers  defects  in  said  Act  that  require  an  immediate  remedy."  — 
Extract  from  the  Council's  jnessage  to  the  House,  Nov.  26,  1777  :  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  15S, 
p.  99.     ' 

"  Dec.  9,  1777.  Order  of  the  House,  that  Colonel  Sartell  and  Colonel  Little  with  such  as 
the  Ilonb'f  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  revise  the  Militia  Act  and  report  what 
Additions  or  Amendments  are  proper  to  be  made.  Read  and  Concurred  and  Timothy 
Danielson  Esq^.  is  joined."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXVIIl.,  p.  192. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  1778,  Timothy  Danielson,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  above 
named,  reported  to  the  Council  a  l:)ill  with  the  title  and  preamble  of  this  chapter,  substan- 
tially. It  contained  the  first  three  sections  of  the  act,  with  another  section,  between  the 
second  and  third,  providing  th.it  each  brigadier-general  whoso  brigade  consists  of  six 
regiments,  should  provide  one  field-piece  and  the  necessary  accoutrements,  according  to 
section  25  of  the  former  militia  act  (1773-76,  chap.  10,  {  2.5),  in  addition  to  the  two  pieces 
already  required  by  that  act.  And,  to  work  this  field-piece,  the  brigadier-general  was  also 
required  to  cause  an  additional  company  of  matrosses,  organized,  officered  and  regulated 
in  the  same  manner  as  those  provided  for  by  the  former  act,  to  be  enlisted  "  from  such 
town  or  towns  as  he  may  judge  most  conducive  to  the  public  good." 

This  bill  was  read,  in  Council,  January  31st,  and  sent  down  to  the  House,  where,  on  the 
same  day,  it  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  again  on  the  3d  of  February. 
After  the  second  reading,  according  to  appointment,  the  bill  was  committed  to  "  l\Ir.  Sum- 
ner, Gen.  Hancock,  Mr^  Crane,  Brigadier  Warner  and  Captain  King,"  "to  revise  the  act 
to  which  this  is  in  addition,  and  report  a  new  draught  o(  both,  in  one." 

While  the  bill  was  pending,  the  following  petition,  which  had  been  committed  to  Briga- 
dier Frost,  Major  Hyde  and  Mr.  Sexton  on  the  2d  of  February,  and  reported  upon,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  militia  i)ill,  who  were  "  directed  to  insert  a  clause  making 
provision  that  all  upon  the  alarm  list  may  form  themselves  into  independent  companies  :"— 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  General  Court  now  Setting  at  Boston,  in  the  State  of  the  iNIas- 
sachusetts  Bay. 

May  it  Please  your  Honours  — 

We  the  Subscribers  being  appointed  a  Committe,  by  and  in  behalf  of  the  Independant 
Company  called  the  Silver  Grey's,  belonging  to  East-Hoosuck,  New-ProvidenCe,  Lanes- 
borough,  &  Gageborough,  in  the  County  of  Berkshire, 

Humbly  Sheweth  that  your  Petitioners  considering  the  Ilconveniency  which  arriseth  on 
account  of  the  Men  of  the  Alarm  List,  and  those  of  the  train  band  being  Jofin^^Jcd  to-rcfhcr 
in  one  Company,  and  for  the  Promotion  of  the  General  Cause,  being  convened  together  at 
the  House  of  Coll  .Joab  Staffords  in  New  Providence  on  the  12  Day  of  August  1777  Come 
into  the  following  Agi'cment  Viz 

First  we  do  Covenant  and  agree  to  be  an  Independant  Company,  and  to  form  our  Selves 
into  Order  accordingly, 

2''  '>•  We  will  engage  to  Stand  by  one  another  in  the  Supporting  the  Authority  of  our 
own  Officers,  and  in  promoting  harmony  and  good  order  among  our  Selves 

3''.'y    We  will  Chuse  liy  Ballot  or  otherwise  our  own  Officers  out  of  our  own  Company. 

4"i  We  Solemly  engage  to  use  our  utmost  Interest,  and  ability,  in  the  defence  of  the 
American  States  a"galnst  the  Cruel  and  Oppressive  power  of  Britain,  And  to  this  end  we 
will  prepare  our  Selves  to  be  in  Readiness  to  March  to  the  Assistance  of  our  Brethren,  on 

•  Doubtful. 

t  Torn  outof.the  original.    Conjectured  to  be  "  Robert,"  or  "  Richard,  Kimball." 
J  The  names  are  subscribed  between  the  columns.    It  is  therefore  uncertain  to  which  list  they 
belong- 
§  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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the  Shortest  notice,  provided  with  Horses,  &  accoutrements  necessary  on  Such  an  Occa- 
tion — 

5">  We  further  agree  to  Submit  our  Selves  to  Such  further  orders,  and  directions  as  we 
Shall  reoieve  from  the  General  Coiu-t  of  this  State,  — 

Immediately  after  our  thus  forming,  and  Choosing  our  OfBcers,  we  wera  called  upon 
and  did  Distinguish  our  Selves  in  the  late  Battle  near  Bennington,  and  always  have  ueen, 
and  Still  are  desirous  to  promote  the  good  Cause  of  our  Country,  We  therefore  pray  yosir 
Honours,  to  Establish  our  Said  Company  by  the  name  of  the  Silver  Greys,  and  to  Com- 
missionate  our  Olfioers,  which  are  Coll  Joab  Stafford  Capt,  Lieut  Dydimus  Parlier,  1"' 
Lieut,  Cap'  Thomas  Bussey  2^  Lieut,  &  Lieut.  Thomas  Collins  Ensign,  and  to  enable  us 
to  procure  pay  for  the  Services  which  we  have  already  done,  and  your  Petitioners  as  in 
duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray.  Jajies  Barker  ^ 

New-Providence  Joseph  Benxet  5- Comm'L-" — Miss. 

October  14"'  Anno<i  1777  Joab  Stafford  ) 

Archives,  r'ol.  18:5,  'p.  230. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  the  House  reconsidered  their  vote  directing  the  committee  to  in- 
corporate this  bill  and  the  former  act,  in  one  bill.  The  committee  thereupon  reported  u 
bill  containing  all  the  sections  of  the  present  chapter,  except  the  last,  and  the  final  clause 
of  section"  4,  — which  were  added  by  amendment.  The  fourth  section  was  also  further 
amended  by  changing  the  requirement  of  quarterly  returns  by,  and  quarterly  payments  to, 
the  adjutant-general,  to  the  form  in  which  that  section  stands  in  the  act.  A  final  section, 
providmg  that  no  choice  of  any  captain  or  subaltern  officer  sboulel  be  valid,  nor  any  com- 
mission issue  to  him  upon  his  election,  unless  he  should  be  approved  and  recommended  to 
the  Council  by  two  of  the  field  officers  of  his  regiment,  was  stricken  out. 

The  bill,  which  had  been  read  a  second  time,  on  the  lOtb,  and  again  committed,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  in  the  House,  on  the  11th; 
and,  on  the  sams  day.  It  was  read  a  first  time  in  the  Council,  and  on  the  next  day  was 
there  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  and,  on  the  13th,  was  passed  to  ))e  enacted. 

The  following  orders  were  passed  for  the  distribution  of  the  printed  coi^ies  of  this  act :  — 

"  Apr.  17,  1778.  Ordered,  That  Col.  Mitchell,  Col.  Brooks  and  Mr.  Hastings  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  how  many  of  the  additional  Militia  Acts  are  necessary  to  be  printed, 
and  how  they  shall  be  distributed,  and  to  whom."  — •  House  Journal,  p.  230. 

"Apr.  18,  1778.  Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  deliver  the  additional  Militia  Acts,  on  Appli- 
cation, to  the  several  Colonels  or  Commanding  Officers  of  the  several  Regiments  of  Militia 
in  tliis  State,  one  for  each  Field-Officer  and  one  for  each  Captain.  —  Ibid.,  p.  232. 

"  June  16,  1778.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips,  Col.  Pope  and  Capt.  Williams  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  enquhe  of  Mr.  Gill  respecting  the  printing  of  the  Laws,  and  more  especially  tlie 
late  Militia  Law.  Who  reported,  audit  was  ordered  that  they  make  further  En:iuiry  of 
the  Secretary."  —  Ibid.,  p.  29. 

"  June  23,  1778.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sinrjletart/,  Capt.  Pcrri/  and  Mr.  Adam^  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  distribute  the  additional  Militia  Laws  to  such  Regiments  as  have  not  been  sup- 
plied." —  Ibid  ,p.  37. 

Chap.  23.  The  bill  of  an  act  with  the  title  of  this  chapter,  omitting  only  the  words 
"  and  explanation  of,"  was  passed,  in  the  Council,  to  be  engrossed,  February  10,  1778,  and 
was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Porter,  Clap  and  Dix,  on 
tlie  same  day.  No  further  traces  of  this  l)ill  have  been  discovered,  except  that,  on  the 
11th,  it  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Col.  Porter  and  Capt.  Stone,  of  the 
House,  and  Caleb  Gushing,  of  the  Council,  appointed  to  consider  the  following  memorial, 
which  was  presented  to  the  House  on  the  same  day  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachu- )  To  the  Hon':'.''  Council  &  the  Hon''.'^  House  of  Representatives, 
chusetts  Bay  —  i     ii^  General  Court  assembled  at  Boston,  Febraary  17i'8 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  Inspection  &  Safety  for  the  Town  of  Boston,  beg 
leave  to  represent- 
That  immediately  on  the  promulgation  of  the  late  Law,  prescribing  the  form  of  an  Oath 
or  Alformatiou  of  Allegiance  to  this'state,  this  Committee  proceeded  to  make  representation 
to  a  Magistrate  of  such  Persons,  as  have  for  a  long  time  been  suspected  by  their  fellow 
Citizens,  of  being  inimicaPto  the  United  States,  in  order  that  their  sentiments  and  dispo- 
sitions might  be  put  to  the  test,  and  the  public  Safety  secured;  purposes  wlivch  in  tbe 
Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  Law  was  most  ha))pily  calculated  to  effect.  Several 
Persons,  to  whom  the  Oath  was  tendered  by  Joseph  G,reeuleaf  Esq.  one  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  deliberately  refused  to  take  it,  and  were  by  mittimus 
from  said  Justice  committed  to  the  common  Goal  of  the  County,  in  consequence  oi 
such  refusal:  After  remaining  in  confinement  a  few  Hovu-s,  part  of  them  vi/.t.  Samuel 
Danforth,  James  Lloyd,  Isaac  Rand  &  George  Lush,  made  application,  either  l)y  them- 
selves or  their  Friends,  to  the  said  Justice  for  liberty  to  take  the  Oath,  and  be  enlarged; 
The  said  Justice  accordingly  released  them  from  confinement  and  afterward,  administrcd 
to  them  the  Oath :— Since  their  enlargement,  one  or  more  of  them  have  declared  that  they 
will  never  take  up  Arms — 

On  the  foregoing  Facts  this  Committee  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Honors ;  that  they 
humbly  appreaend  the  adminlstring  the  Oath  auJ  liberating  the  foregoing  Persons  after 
their  Commitment  was  an  extrajudicial  Act  of  the  Magistrate,  and  altogether  unwar- 
ranted by  the  Statute  aforesaid;  Because  they  know  of  no  Sentence  in  the  whole  Statute 
that  literally  gives  the  Magistrate  such  a  power,  or  by  any  equitable  construction  of  which, 
he  may  be  warranted  to  exercise  it 

For  if  the  Law  was  made  for  the  furtherance  of  the  publio  Good,  it  ought  by  a  known 
maxim  of  the  Law  '  to  be  construed  iu  such  a  manner,  that  it  may  as  far  as  possible  attain 
the  end  proposed'—  But  in  this  construction  of  it,  what  purposes  are  answered  ? — the  Per- 
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son  to  whom  the  Oath  is  tendered  has  only  to  sufiFer  himself  to  be  committed  to  Prison, 
after  which  he  can  safely  take  the  Oath,  be  his  Disposition  ever  so  inimical,  because  on  the 
Principle  of  Duress  he  can  absolve  himself  in  Law  &  Conscience  from  every  obligation 
it  imposes — 

And  this  they  are  perswaded  will  ))e  the  case  with  many  of  the  Persons  to  whom  the 
Oath  shall  be  hereafter  tendered— and  thus  instsad  of  bciu,^  the  Instrument  of  ridding  us 
of  our  internal  and  worst  of  Enemies,  it  mil  rather  be  the  means  of  securing  them  as  such 
among  us ;  and  this  best  of  Laws  instead  of  being  a  Barrier  to  the  public  Safety,  will  be 
perverted  into  a  tricli  upon  the  Community,  and  terminate  in  the  same  farcical  Issue  with 
the  late  Tory  Law,— 

Besides  if  the  power  given  the  Justice  in  this  case  is  altogether  Judicial,  they  appre- 
hend that  immediately  upon  the  Commitment  of  the  Person  refusing  the  Oath,  the  Judge- 
ment of  the  Justice  is  complete,  and  the  Party  remediless  by  him;  because  no  Judicial 
Authority  whatever  has  a  right  to  reverse  its  own  Judgement. 

If  his  power  is  merely  that  of  Enquiry,  and  the  Commitment  of  the  Offender,  only  meant 
to  secure  his  Person,  till  a  higher  Authority  should  determine  upon  his  Offence,  in  what 
instance  was  it  ever  known  that  a  Magistrate  who  had  committed  any  Person  on  suspicion 
of  a  Crime,  which  h3  was  not  competent  to  determine,  undertook  to  set  the  Offender  at 
uiieonditioual  liberty ;  and  to  acquit  him  from  the  Charge — 

For  these  Reasons  this  Committee  supposed  that  no  Remedy  was  left  to  the  Persons  com- 
mitted for  i-efusing  tlie  Oath,  but  by  applieation  to  your  Honors,  who  are  the  Supreme 
Power  of  the -.State,  and  who  alone  have  a  right  to  reinstate  those  in  the  Privileges  of 
Citizens,  who  have  l)y  their  solemn  Act  withdrawn  themselves  fi-om  the  protection  of  the 
State,  and  implicitly  made  themselves  its  public  Enemies — 

The  Committee  have  accordingly  suspended  any  ftirther  proceedings  upon  the  Law,  till 
they  can  l)e  infoi'med  by  your  Honors  of  the  true  intent  &  meaning  of  the  Statute — 
tliey  therefore  request  the  Honourable  Court  to  take  the  matter  under  consideration,  and 
explain  the  Law  touching  the  matter  contained  in  the  foregoing  Representation ;  and  if 
your  Honers  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Act  of  the  Justice  in  lilicrating  the  said  Lloyd 
Dan  forth,  Hand  &  Lush  after  their  Commitment,  was  a  matter  to  which  his  Jurisdiction 
did  not  extend,  that  you  will  take  such  Orders  for  carrying  the  Law  into  execution  against 
them,  as  to  your  Wisdom  shall  seem  best —        By  Order  of  the  Committee 

John  Simpkins  Chairman." — Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  ISo,  p.  412. 

A  counter  memorial,  presented  to  the  House  on  the  11th,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittej  (the  Council  concurring  on  the  12th),  is  as  follows  :  — 

"State  of  Massa- )     To  the  Hon''.'."  the  Council  &  the  Hon';'."  the  House  of  Represen- 
chusetts-Bay         J  tatives  for  said  State  in  General  Court  assembled ; — The  Memorial 
of  James  Lloyed  and  Samuel  Danforth  humbly  shew  — 

that  your  Memorialists,  being  called  upon  by  a  Warrant,  issued  by  the  Worshipfiil  Josep 
Gresnleaf  Esq'..,  upon  the  Complaint  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  &c  &c  &;c  for 
tb'.;  Town  of  Boston,  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  fidelity,  to  this  State;  they  did, 
after  a  few  hours  deliberation,  comply  with  the  same. 

A:id  Whereas  said  Committee  have  preiered  a  Petition  to  your  Honors,  setting  forth 
th:ur  sense  of  the  Act,  containg  the  form  prescribed  for  said  Oath,  suggesting  Male-con- 
duct in  the  Justice,  who  administered  said  oath,  and  praying,  among  other  things,  an 
Explanation  of  said  Act,  which  may,  in  its  Consequences,  materially  affect  your  Memo- 
rialists, they  therefore  humbly  pray  your  Honors,  that  the  Prayer  of  Said  Committee's 
Petition,  so  far  as  respects  them,  may  not  be  granted. — 

first— Because  the  facts  set  forth  in  said  Petition,  so  far  as  they  are  pointed  at  your  Memo- 
rialists, are  not  true. 
Secondly    Because,  the  Conduct  of  said  Justice  was  legal,  he  having  done  nothing,  but 
what  is  incident  to  every  Com't  of  Record,  in  the  most  solemn  adjudications  upon  the 
Law. — 
thirdly    Because,  if  the  true  intent  of  the  Law  is  not  followed,  it  must  be  owing  to  a  Defi- 
ciency in  the  Judge,  whose  part  it  was  to  decide  upon  it. — and  your  Memorialists 
cannot  now  be  recommitted  to  Goal,  but  upon  the  Presumption  of  thek  refusing  to  do, 
what  theij  have  already  done.  — 
fourthly    Because,  having  complied  with  the  Law,  (whether  it  was  efifected  by  legal,  or 
illegal  Means.)  they  are  entitled  to  the  reciprocal  benefit  of  Secm-ity  and  Protection, 
arising  from  it. — 
fifthly    Because,  the  Supreme  Legislative  Authority  must  be  exerted,  in  a.  judicial  Capacity, 
(to  give  any  force  to  the  Construction,  as  prayed  for,  against  your  Memorialists.) 
which  never  can  take  place,  without  affecting  the  Dignity  of  (Jovernment,  the  Sanctity 
of  judicial  Decisions,  &  the  Stability  of  Law  — and  therefore  in  giving  a  new  Construc- 
tion to  a  Statute,  or  rendering  a  donhtfall  one,  certain,  ought  always  to  respect  it's 
future  Operations,  in  Nature  of  a  new  Law,  &  never  to  carry  a  retrospective  Influence — 

James  LLotd 

Samuel  D.vnforth."  —  Ibid.,  p.  409. 
The  first  draught  of  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  assigned  to  the  18th,  for  a  second  read- 
ing in  the  Council,  and,  on  the  19th,  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  down  for  con- 
cm-rence.  It  contained  a  clause  denying  the  oath  unless  by  special  permission  of  the  Coun- 
cil, to  any  who  should  have  once  refused  to  talvc  it,  and  another  clause  exempting  from 
molestation  or  imprisonment  any  person  suspected  of  unfriendliness  to  this  state,  or  to  the 
United  States  (whohad  taken  the  oath  or  atlirmation  of  allegiance),  unless  for  some  overt 
act  or  breach  of  law ;  but  it  did  not  contain  sections  two  and  four,  and  the  preambles 
thereto. 
The  bill  was  read  in  the  House,  February  21,  and,  again,  on  the  23d,  and  on  the  26tli,  It 
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was  committed  to  Messrs.  Niles,  Jeffries  and  Wood.  On  the  7th  of  March,  it  was  read 
twice  in  the  House,  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  amendments  inserting  the 
second  section  and  the  preamble  thereto,  with  this  difference,— '  that  the  time  for  talcing  the 
oath  was  limited  to  the  twentieth  of  April,  instead  of  the  twentietli  of  Jane ;  also  striking 
out  the  clause  for  taking  the  oath  by  permission  of  the  Council,  after  a  refusal ;  and  mak- 
ing some  minor  changes  in  the  bill.  On  the  9th,  the  Council  concurred  in  the  amended 
bill  "  as  taken  into  a  new  draught."  This  new  draught  was,  substantially,  the  bill  as  finally 
passed,  with  the  omission  of  section  four,  and  the  preanil:)lc  thereto,  which  were  offered, 
on  the  same  day,  by  the  House,  as  an  amendment,  with  the  words  "except  by  permission 
of  the  General  Com-t  first  bad  and  obtained,"  added  as  a  final  clause  to  the  section.  In 
this,  the  Council  nonconcurred,  and  voted  to  adhere  to  their  own  vote;  but,  on  the  lltli, 
the  House,  after  the  bill  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  of  conference,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Stone,  Davis  and  Dunsmore,  of  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Palmer,  Taylor  and  Daniel- 
son,  of  the  Council  —  Avho  agreed  to  an  amendment  —  receded  from  a  part  of  their  proposed 
amendment,  and  voted  to  adhere  to  their  own  vote,  with  an  amendment,  striking  but  the 
final  clause  aforesaid,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  be  enacted  on  the  13th,  by  both  branches. 

The  following  petition  was  read  in  the  Council,  February  16th,  and  dismissed :  — 

■"  Hoston  16">  Feb,.v  1775 

To  the  Honbje  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
The  petition  of  John  Hodgson  Humbly  sheweth 
May  it  please  your  Honours 

Your  petitioner  was  taken  up  and  pxit  in  prison  on  the  7"'  instant  for  no  other  cause  what- 
soever only  he  does  not  see  his  way  clear  to  swear  the  oath  of  allegiance  He  I:)egs  leave  tu 
represent  to  your  Honours  that  he  has  a  numerous  family  of  small  children  who  has  no 
other  support' in  life  except  what  he  can  earn  from  day  to  day  by  his  handy  labour  being 
by  profession  a  book  binder  and  having  a  large  number  of  books  in  sheets  in  his  hands 
belonging  to  several  Gentlemen  in  such  disorder  and  confusion  that  it  is  next  to  impos- 
sible any  but  your  petitioner  can  right  them  and  if  delivered  as  they  are  to  the  owners 
would  occasion  them  great  damage  arid  loss  Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  craves  that 
your  Honours  according  to  your  wonted  clemency  and  goodness  would  allow  him  his 
liberty  to  reside  with  his  family  until  the  time  he  is  to  be  sent  away  tha*  he  may  have 
opportunity  to  rectify  the  above  matters 

And  as  in  duty  bound  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray 

John  Hodgson."  —  Ibid.,  p.  410. 

The  date  of  the  following  letter  seems  to  be  wrong.  If  "it  were  a  year  later,  as  the  writer 
probably  intended,  it  woidd  correspond  with  the  state  of  affans  therein  described,  but  if 
written  "in  1777,  it  is  unintelligible :  — 

"  Handcock  June  3  the  1777 

Sir  I  Recevied  yours  Dat[ed*]the  furst  Informed  me  the  'lime  Was  Lengthncd 
out  to  June  for  offersers  to  Qualify  by  oath  (it  Gave  no  account  of  one  Parson  Inabeled  to 
Qualify  Short  of  Coming  to  Boston)  I  had  no  more  time  then  from  the  28  of  May  to  June 
as  you  Rote  no  Prterkler  Day  when  the  act  was  out)  so  I  cannot  Proscute  the  Complants 
Brought  be  fore  me)  When  we  have  anumber  that  is  Acceussed  of  high  Trcson  and  of  Pette 
Trescn  and  others  not  thought  fit  to  he  at  large  With  out  being  under  oath  in  as  much  as 
we  Expect  the  Ennimy  up  the  North  River  sune)  I  am  blamed  by  sum  for  not  Prosecute- 
ing  —  I  am  lortli  to  let  them  no  how  lame  the  Courts  act  leaves  me  Pray  let  the  honoral)le 
Court  Know  the  Iml^an-esment  our  County  labers  under  being  so  far  Distance  fi'om  Cort 

and  so  much  Exposed  to  the-Ennemy  and  Torys 

I  am  Sir  Your  humbl  Ser^'. — 
To  Mr  Samuel  Freeman.  Asa  Douglass." —  Ibid.,  p.  2 

For  further  proceedings  relative  to  the  return  of  the  refugees,  see  1778-79  chapter  24, 
and  the  note  thereto. 

Chap.  26.  This  chapter  was  enacted  in  compliance  with  the  following  resolve  of  tlie 
Continental  Congress :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective  states  to  raise  in  tlic 
course  of  the' year  1778,  commencing  "on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  liy  quarterly  pay- 
ments, the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  by  taxes,  to  be  levied  on  the  inhabitants  of  tlae 
respective  states  in  the  proportions  following,  viz. 


New-Hampshire,      .        .    200,000  dollars. 

Pennsylvania, 

.    620,000 

Massachusetts-Bay,         .    820,000 

Delaware, 

.      60,000 

Rhode-Island  and           )      jqq  qqq 
Providence  plantations,  j           ' 

Maryland, 

.     520,000 

Virginia, . 

.    800,000 

Connecticut,     .        .        .    600,000 

North-Carolina, 

.     2."iO,000 

New-York,       .        .        .    200,000 

South-Carolina, 

.     500,000 

New- Jersey,     .        .        .    270,000 

Georgia,  . 

.      60,000   5,000,000 

That  the  sums  to  be  assessed  and  to  be  raised  shall  not  be  considered  as  the  proportion 
of  any  state,  but  lieing  paid  mto  the  treasury  shall  be  placed  to  their  respective  credit, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  anniun  from  the  time  of  payment,  until  the 
quotas  shall  be  finally  ascei-tained  and  adjusted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
agreeably  to  the  confederation  hereafter  to  l:)e  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  several  states. 
And  if  it  shall  then  appear  that  any  state  is  assessed  more  than  its  just  quota  of  the  said 
tax,  it  shall  continue  to  receive  interest  on  the  surplus,  and  if  less  it  shall  l)e  charged  with 
the  interest  on  the  deficiency  until  by  a  future  tax  such  surplus  or  deficiency  shall  be 
properly  adjusted."  —  Journals  of  Congress:  Nov.  22,  1777.  • 

*  ManuBRript  mutilated. 
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Ou  thel6th  of  January,  1778,  the  House  assigned  the  next  Wednesday,  "to  take  into  con- 
sideration" the  foregoing- resolve  of  Congress.  At  the  time  appointed,  the  subject  was 
postponed  to  the  2.')d,  and  then,  again,  to  the  28th,  when  it  was  voted,  that  the  sum  of 
$820,000  "shall  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  this  state,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  hereafter  determined  by  tliis  court,"  and,  after  debate,  Messrs.  Bacon,  Noyes  and 
Clap  were  appointed  a  committee,  to  luring  in  a  bill  for  raising  1)110,000  —  that  sum  Ijeing 
one-half  of  ihe  whole  amount  required  by  Congress  to  bo  raised. this  year  by  the  state  of 
Massachusetts.  It  was  also  voted,  "that  a  clause  be  lu'ought  in  for  relieving  such  towns 
as  shall  appear,  on  a  new  valuation,  to  lie  over-taxed." 

On  the  lOth  of  February,  a  bill  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  £127,359.  8*.  Id., 
was  read,  a  first  time,  in  the  House.  It  was  read  again,  on  the  20th,  and,  on  the  21st,  it 
was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  In  the  Coun- 
cil, the  bill  was  read  and  considered  on  the  23d  and  24tli,  and,  on  the  'ioth,  it  was  sent  for 
by  the  House,  and  brought  down,  accordingly,  when  a  motion  was  carried,  "that  the  sum 
to  be  raised  thereby  he,  doubled,"  and  the  bill  was  ordared  to  be  "recommitted  for  that 
purpose."  On  the  28th,  the  amended  bill  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  House,  and 
sent  up  for  concurrence,  and,  on  the  2d  of  March,  the  Council  concurred.  On  the  9th,  the 
bill  \\-,\i  passed  to  be  enacted  in  both  bi-anches. 

This  tax  M'as  so  heavy  that  inequalities  of  apportionment  which  would  not  have  been 
complained  of  under  ordinary  cu-cumstances,  became  of  such  importance  that  numerous 
petitions  were  sent  in  to  the  General  Court,  for  relief  Many  of  these  have  disappeared 
from  the  files,  including  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Leicester,  presented  Sept.  23, 

1778,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Rawson,  Ammidown  and  Whitney  of  Sherborn ;  the 
memorial  of  William  Ellery  (who  had  removed  from  Newport,  to  Digbton)  referred,  Sep- 
tember 26,  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Henry  Gardner,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs. 
Dnnsmore  and  Goodman,  of  the  House;  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Statibrd,  of  Leverett, 
which  was  referred,  October  Gth,  to  Messrs.  Bacon,  Boies  and  Fessendcn;  and  the  petition 
of  the  town  or  district  of  Southwick,  on  which  leave  to  withdraw  was  granted,  Feb.  24, 

1779.  Some  light  is  thrown  on  the  grievance  complained  of  in  this  last  petition,  by  the 
following  letter,  evidently  addi'essed  to  the  speaker  of  the  House :  — 

"  Boston  27  April  1778 

Sir  the  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Southwick  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  have  in  All 
then*  late  Returns  of  Assessments  Certified  that  they  had  levied  two  thirds  of  the  Sum  set 
ou  s'  Town  in  the  Several  Tax  Bills  only  — 

Assigning  as  a  Reason  therefor  that  one  third  Part  of  the  Inhal)itants  of  said  Town  had 
revolted  to  "and  was  received  &  protected  by  the  State  of  Connecticutt 

I  have  «iot  thot  myself  Authorized  To  send  Warrants  to  the  Constables  In  Virtue  of 
such  Returns  would  Request  the  Directions  of  the  Hon'^'  House  in  the  Matter  which  you 
will  Please  to  propose  to  them  I  am  Su-  with  great  Respt  Sir  yours  &" 

Henry  Gardner."  — 
Masa  Archives,  vol.  199,  ja.  129. 

The  following  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  June  15,  1778,  "and  ordered  to  lie."  No 
further  action  upon  it  has  been  discovered :  — 

"  Lanesborough,  Berkshire  County.    May  18"'  AD  1778 

To  the  Hon'.'  the  Great  &  General  Court  of  the  State  of  Massechusetts  bay,  to  be  holdeu 
at  i5oston  in  &  for  Said  State  on  Wednesday  the  27  day  of  May  Instant — 

IIumI)ly  Shews  the  Inhabitance  of  the  Town  of  Lanesborough  af'}  that  Whereas  Said 
Town  of  Lanesborough  is  Scituate  in  the  remote  part  of  this  State  and  a  new  Country, 
and  Cous-equently  the"  Inhabitance  poor,  And  Whereas  the  General  Court  of  this  State  Did 
Some  time  back  order  a  Tax  to  be  levied  on  the  Inhabitance  of  this  State,  of  Twenty  Shil- 
lings upon  the  i)ole.  Whereby  the  Inhabitance  of  Said  Lanesborough  think  themselves 
agreavud,  by  reason  of  there  being  Such  a  number  of  poor  persons  in  said  Town,  many  of 
whome  have  to  pay  for  two  &  three  poles,  and  at  the  Same  time  possess  but  a  very  Small 
Estate,  which  Croudes  very  hard  upon  poor  people,  for  the  Remeady  whereof  for  the 
futer — 

We  IIuml3ly  pray  that  the  Honii  the  General  Court  would  for  the  futer,  in  Ordering  a 
Tax  upon  this  Town,  Omit  Saying  what  the  pole  Tax  Shall  be,  that  we  may  have  the 
oppertunity  of  levying  the  Tax  agreable  to  the  Circumstances  of  the  people  which  Can- 
not be  looked  upon  as  an  Infringment  upon  the  Rights  and  lilicrties  of  the  people,  as  the 
pole  Tax  Might  po.ssably  have  been,  and  as  in  Duty  bound  will  I^ver  pray 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitance  of  the  Town  of  Lanesborough  on  the  18  day  of  May  1778 — 

It  was  voted  &  Resolved  that  the  foregoing  Petition  be  prcfared  to  the  General  Court  of 
this  State,  by  the  Representative  of  this  Town,  at  their  next  Sessions — 

Witness  —  James  Harris  Town  Clerk."  —  Ibid,  vol.  184,  p.  129. 

The  petition  referred  to  in  the  following  resolve  (chapter  LXXXIV.  of  the  May  session), 
together  with  long  lists  of  removals  froiii  the  town,  and  captures  of  pei"sons  and  vOs.sels  ot 
Wellfleet,  is  inx-servcd  in  Mass.  Arxhives,  vol.  ISl,  p   125. 

"June  18,  1778.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  Petition  of  the  Freeholders 
and  other  Inhabitants  of  Welfleet  in  the  Countjr  of  Barnstable,  Setting  forth  that  great 
numbers  of  said  Inhabitants  have  removed  out  of  said  Town  —  and  the  distressed  Circum- 
stances of  such  as  remain. 

Resolved,  that  one  half  of  the  State-Tax  laid  on  the  Town  of  Wellfleet  for  the  years 
Seventeen  hundred  and  Seventy  Seven  &  Seventeen  hunibed  Seventy  Eight,  be,  and  "here- 
by is  remitted,  on  account  of  its  present  distressed  ('ircumstances ;  and  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town  are  excused  from  paying  the  said  one  half  part  of  their  Taxes  accordingly. 
And  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  directed  to  release  and  discharge  the  Collectors 
or  Constables  of  said  Town  of  Wellfleet  upon  their  paying  into  the  Treasury  the  one  half 
part  of  the  Sum  levied  on  said  Town  for  the  years  aforesaid,  any  Law,  Usftge  or  Custom 
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to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.    In  Council  Read  and  Concurred.    Consented  to  by 
Fifteen  of  the  Council." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXVIII.,  p.  591. 

The  resolve  which  was  passed  on  the  following  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Salem,  and  which  is  given  from  the  original,  in  the  state  archives,  constitutes  chapter 
CXI.  of  the  printed  resolves  of  the  same  session :  — 

"  To  the  hoiible  the  Council  &  the  hoiible  the  house  of  Repf ,  in  Great  &  General  Court 
Assembled  at  Boston  the  27'.'!  day  of  May,  1778  — 

We  the  inhaljitants  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in  town  meeting  assembled,  beg  leave  to  lay 
before  your  honours,  the  Guardians  of  our  civil  Rights,  the  great  Grievances  under  w^;ii 
we  labour  by  means  of  the  present  unequal  proportion  of  the  public  tax  laid  on  this  town, 
and  to  petition  for  such  redi-ess,  As  shall  be  founded  in  the  nature  of  a  free  Government, 
and  the  principles  of  R.eason  and  Justice. 

We  trust  it  is  not  necessaiy  for  us  to  inform  your  honours,  that  ever  since  the  exertion 
of  those  unconstitutional  &  arbitrary  powers  claimed  by  the  King  &  parliament  of  G. 
Britain  to  subjugate  the  free  people  of  America,  we  have  imiformly  Manifested  the 
strongest  Attachment  to  y9  common  liberties  of  our  Country,  and  signalised  ourselves,  by 
an  early  opposition  to  all  arbitrary  invasions  of  our  Rights,  as  Americans ;  We  hold  our 
liberties  so  dear  that  neither  the  Armies  of  Great  Britain,  nor  any  body  of  men  whatever 
shall  deprive  us  of  them,  while  we  have  Arms  in  our  hands,  &  Heaven  shall  give  us 
strength  to  use  theui;  witlj  these  sentiments,  nothing  could  have  induced  us  to  complain 
to  your  honours,  Init  a  strong  sense  of  ou¥  unequal  sufferings. 

We  beg  leave  to  say  that  we  have  ever  understood  it  to  be  essential  to  a  free  Govern- 
ment &  to  om-s  in  particular,  that  all  taxes  and  Assessments,  for  the  Support  &  honour 
of  the  state  ought  to  be  borne  equally,  by  all  its  Citizens ;  and  that  a  part  of  y;  duty  of 
the  supreme  legislative  power  is  to  correct  the  unequal  pressure  of  the  public  burdens 
which  arises  from  time  to  time  in  different  places  and  to  remove  all  Notorious  Grievances, 
this  being  the  case  we  assure  ourselves  that  your  hon;;^  will  pay  a  just  Regard  to  all  well 
grounded  complaints  on  this  head,  &  afford  some  Adequate  Kelief. 

When  ye  last  Valuation  of  Estates  &c  was  taken,  &  a  list  was  given  in  by  the  Assessors 
of  this  town,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  Act  for  inquiry  into  this  subject,  all  judi- 
cious &  sensible  men  were  of  opinion,  that  it  contained  a  more  exact  and  faithful  Account 
of  the  polls  and  value  of  all  Rateable  estates  than  is' usual  in  these  Cases  in  any  part  of. 
the  State,  &  that  it  truly  represented  ye  polls  &  rateable  property  of  the  town,  whether 
this  was  the  case  with  the  other  towns  is  not  with  us  to  determine  but  from  some  we  sup- 
pose undesigned  but  gross  mistalies,  or  miscalculations  Apparent  in  many  lists  We  appre- 
hend it  was  Not,  many  instances  might  be  collected,  to  put  this  point  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  a  doubt,  Tho'  simply  considered.  We  could  not  be  taxed  upon  tiie  list  thus 
given  in  at  that  time  for  more  than  we  were  Actually  worth ;  yet  compar'd  with  other 
to\vns  we  might  be  &  Actually  have  I)een  invariably  Assessed  for  very  considerably  more 
than  a  just  proportion  of  the  pulilic  tax ;  wjh  in  this  point  of  view,  deserves  serious  con- 
sideration &  is  a  great  Grievance.  — 

But  this  is  not  all,  we  wei-e  then  in  a  floiu'ishing  condition  our  trade  was  fi'ee  &  con- 
siderably extensive :  by  industry  &  toil  the  Ocean  yielded  us  a  staple  to  export,  our  Vessels 
were  Numerous,  &  there  was  some  colour  for  a  heavy  tax  on  our  hard  earnings,  but  it 
will  be  easy  to  demonstrate  that  our  proportion  of  the  pul)lic  taxes  calculated  upon  a  list 
thus  taken,  is,  at  this  day  sm-prizingly  unequal,  and  an  imparalled  Grievance.  — 

When  we  see  the  produce  of  land  increased  not  less  than  sixfold  by  means  of  the  war, 
and  the  land  itself  more  than  doubled  in  value,  while  the  proprietors  suffer  no  losses,  and 
daily  exhaust  our  interest,  for  the  Necessaries  of  life,  w;"  are  purchased  by  us  at  a  most 
exorbitant  price ;  when  we  recollect  that  their  proportion  of  the  public  tax  is  no  more 
than  it  was,  when  produce  was  five  times  less,  and  land  itself  not  half  so  Valuable,  we 
are  natiu-ally  led  to  view  our  own  situation,  &  we  feel  ourselves  grievously  oppressed. 
Our  trade  comparatively  speaking  is  at  an  end.  We  have  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  stock  in 
trade  we  had,  when  the  Valuation,  &c  was  taken  om-  Vessels  have  lieen  talcen,  &  our  fish- 
ery on  Wi'i  was  our  dependance  destroyed  by  the  Enemy;  the  number  of  our  rateable 
polls  has  decreased  nearly  one  half;  om-  stores,  Warehouses,  distilhouses,  &  wharves, 
are  generally  unimployed,  and  useless.  Yet  it  is  for  these  things,  upon  the  present  valua- 
tion We  pay  alarge  tax,  a  tax  in  our  Apprehension,  to  be  paid  by  us  for  our  very  losses. 

We  know  it  is  said  that  tho'  we  have  been  deprived  of  our  Ancient  &  customary  trade, 
hy  the  war,  the  Prizes  we  take  from  the  Enemy,  are  more  than  sufficient  to  ballant'c  the 
loss  of  it,  l)ut  this  is  such  a  mistake  as  we  conceive  few  men,  on  reflection  will  fall  into. 

Tho'  some  individuals  may  Acquire  large  fortunes,  by  fitting  out  private  Vessel! s  of 
war,  it  is  a  notorious  trath  that  the  people  in  general  are  not  inriched  l)y  it,  and  tho  h.ilf 
of  those  who  are  do  not  belong  to  this  l)ut  to  the  Neighbom'ing  towns ;  besides  that  some 
inhabitants  of  this  town  who  have  Acquired  great  Riches  in  this  way,  and  who  pay  one 
sixth  part  of  our  taxes,  have  ah-eady  removed,  while  others  are  daily  removing  to  the 
Country,  for  the  sole  pm-pose  of  avoiding  the  enormous  taxes  to  which  we  are  liable  by 
residing  here.  And  unless  your  honours,  see  proper  to  grant  us  redress  in  this  particular 
every  Gentleman  of  Property  will  remove  from  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  such 
disproportionate  taxes,  by  these  means  the  burden  wei  is  at  present  almost  unsupportable 
will  be  rendered  wholly  so.  Upon  reflection  we  think  these  unnatural  mischiefs,  have  their 
foimdation  in  the  present  proportion  of  taxation  ;  than  which  nothing,  we  conceive  can  be 
more  ruinous  &  oppressive  to  that  equal  liberty  w<;'>  is  the  basis  of  a  free  Government, 
they  Arc  mischiefs  which  we  sec  in  an  alarming  point  of  View,  &  we  feel  their  destructive 
Operations,  but  while  we  thus  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  ourselves,  our  Children  &  Families 
— remonstrate  against  them  &  their  cause.  We  beg  leave  to'assure  your  hon^s  that  we  have 
chearfully  comphed  with  eveiy  burden  that  has  been  laid  upon  us  for  supporting  the 
Independance  &  the  safety  of  our  Country,  and  we  shall  continue  to  perform  the  duty 
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wch  God  &  the  Laws  require  of  us,  a  part  of  which  we  conceive  this  our  petition  &  Remon- 
strance against  the  present  proportion  of  the  public  tax  to  be;  for  this  if  it  continues  must 
bring  inevitable  ruin  &  destruction  on  the  town  by  depriving  us  of  the  little  property 
we  have.  &  do  great  injury  to  ye  cause  we  all  profess  to  be  attached  to,  l)y  giving  a 
Watchful  Enemy  an  opp.y  to  foment  disalTection  &  discord,  within  the  state—  We  there- 
fore hnml)ly  pray  Your  honours  to  grant  us  such  relief  in  the  premises,  as  in  your  Wis- 
dom shall  appear  just  &  equitable  —  And  your  Petitioners  As  in  duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray  &c.   In  the  Name  &  by  order  of  the  Town— 

W"  PicKMAN,  ]       Select  Men 

Jona    Peele  junk    I 
Jacob  Ashton  >  of 

EbeniL  Beckfoed 

John  Gardner  3''"1  J  Salem." — Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  184,  p.  141. 

"State  of  Massachusetts  [Ba*] y  —  House  of  Representati [ves*]  June  20th  1778 

Upon  Representation  [made*]  by  the  Seletmcn  of  the  Town  of  Salem ;  it  appears  to 
this  Court  that  Since  the  first  day  of  Nov?  1777— Sundiy  of  the  inhabitants  of  S^  Town 
of  Salem  have  Removed  out  of  S  '  Town  into  Some  of  the  Adjacent  Towns  :  by  Reason 
whereof  the  Publick  Taxes  &  Other  duties  are  much  increased  upon  the  Remaining  inhab- 
itants thereof — 

Therefore  Resolved ;  that  the  Assesors  of  the  S''  Town  of  Salem  &  not  the  Assessors  of 
the  several  'I'owns  to  which  they  have  removed  be  and  they  are  hereby  impowered  to  Tax 
all  Such  inhabitants  as  have  Removed  as  Alfors'J  for  their  Ratable  Polb  and  Ratable  Per- 
sonal! Estates,  to  the  last  Tax  Act  Ordered  by  the  Genii  Court  and  all  Such  Town  Taxes 
as  have  or  may  bee  Agree''^  upon  by  the  S'  1  own  to  defray  their  Necessary  Charges :  and 
A  Iso  al  [1  such*]  Taxes  as  Shall  or  mav  be  Agree'''  upon  [by  th*]e  Great  &  Gen'.'  Court  at 
their  Present  [sess*]ion;  and  it  is  further  Resolved ;  that  the  Constable  [s*]  or  Collectors  of 
the  Town  of  Salem  be  &  are  hereljy  impowered  to  Collect  all  Such  Taxes  as  Shall  be 
Asses'^  as  AtTors'i — 

.\nj  Law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding — 

sent  up  for  Concurrence '  Sam''  Freeman  Spk^ 

In  Council  Jxme  20'.  1778    Read  &  Coucm-red  Jn;  Avery  Dj'  Secy 

(  onsented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . — Ibid.,  vol.  219,  p.  155. 

The  following  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  Sept.  22,  1778,  and  committed  to  Messrs. 
Brown  of  Watertown,  slieruian  and  Larrabce ;  and, uu  Oct.  9ih,  probably  upon  the  report 
of  this  committee,  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Conway  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  beg 
leave  to  inform  the  Honourable  Court  of  Some  peculiar  Circumstances  of  the  Town  of 
Conway  together  with  Some  Deficulties  that  attends  Said  To\'ni  —  Praying  the  ade  & 
Assistance  of  the  Honourable  Coiut  to  Relive  us  from  our  Dificulties  in  this  Critticul 
Day  —  and  first  Your  Humble  Petitioners  Beg  lieve  to  Say  that  there  was  upwards  of  200 
polls  in  Said  To\\'n  when  the  Valueation  was  taken  last  November  and  that  j:  Real  & 
Personal  Estate  of  Said  Town  Amounted  to  about  104475  and  that  about  two  thirds  of  the 
affors'i  N'j  of  polls  are  New  Beginers  Such  as  mov}  into  this  New  world  just  Before,  at 
the  Begining,  &  Sence  the  war  begun  &  are  youngerly  Men  that  have  2.o.  &  6  Small  Chil- 
dren to  maintain  on  New  &  Uncultavated  farms  whoe  ant  (By  reason  of  the  Enormus 
Dificulties  of  the  Times  &  Nesesary  Calls  to  lieve  their  New  Cultavations  &  Personally 
Defend  their  Bleeding  land)  able  to  Raise  Bread  to  half  the  Suppoart  of  their  Yongue 
families  haveing  Very  few  able  to  Assist  them  in  the  war  or  Do  any  Considerable  to  Sup- 
poart tliera  Selves  &c  &c  the  other  Third  in  General  are  those  who  first  Setled  the  Town  & 
are  firther  advanc^  in  Years  have  Sons  gron  to  Metm-ity  able  to  help  them  in  the  war  & 
on  their  farms:  together  with  Some  fore  handed  Men  that  have  Mov}  in  to  Town 
Sence  the  war  which  together  with  a  Considerable  part  of  the  last  Thu-d  are  persons 
which  Shew  no  Disposition  to  Support  the  war— also  beg  lieve  to  Say  that  the  Assessors  of 
this  Town  Considering  the  above  Circumstances  thought:  proper  (after  takeing  y;  advice  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  Town)  to  aljate  part  of  the  poll  Rate  So  that  Instead  of  laying  20s. 
OJi  the  poll  for  the  State  Tax  made  last  winter  they  laid  16/6  on  Each  poll  By  which  Rea- 
son the  Estates  pay}  £35=14*  move  then  half  the  Demand  for  the  last  winter  State  tax  and 
So  about  the  Same  proportion  in  the  Continantal  Tax  made  last  Spring  at  the  Same  Time 
ii'jey  layii  But  2  farthings  on  Each  pound  of  Estate  for  the  State  Tax  and  three  half 
farthings  on  ye  pound  for  the  Contanantal  Tax— also  Beg  lieve  to  Say  that  some  few  persons 
that  have  always  opposed  the  present  war  or  the  Defence  of  the  war  &  Some  of  them 
Utterly  Refuse  to  pay  the  war  Expeuces  have  Sence  it  was  too  late  to  be  remidied  Refusd 
to  |)ay  Said  Rates  pretending  the  Reason  was  Becaus  Said  Rates  was  not  made  according 
to  ye' Spirit  of  y  Law  althogh  it  is  Evedent  not  to  Be  the  foundation— al.jo  Beg  lieve  to  Say 
that  we  know  of  no  one  man  Refusing  to  pay  Said  Rates  that  has  ben  willing  to  Defend 
their  Isleed  Land  Your  Humble  I'etitloners  Beg  lieve  further  to  Say  that  when  they  made 
objecttions  against  the  Rates  the  Town  Being^  Willing  to  Remidie  the  Dificulty  if  posable 
made  proposials  previous  there  for  But  all  to  no  Effect  the  Assessors  with  the  Town 
promising  for  the  future  to  make  the  Rates  according  to  y"  letter  of  the  Law  yet  all 
Availd  Nothing  —  &  whereas  no  Remedie  Can  be  found  without  the  Aid  of  your  Honors 
Your  Huml)le  Petitioners  Beg  lieve  to  pray  the  great  &  General  Com-t  of  this  State, To 
Establish  all  the  Rates  that  have  ben  made  on  the  Valuation  taken  last  Noveml)er  (which 
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Contain  4  (Viz)  State  &  Continantall  Tax  Town  &  Minister  Rates)  as  tliay  now  Stand 
And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  pray 

In  the  Name  &  by  Order  of  the  s'J  Town  of  Conway      Samei-  Wells        ] 
Conway  Sep*  y  11 :  1778  Jonath  Whiting  V  Selectmen  of 

Elisiia  Claek      J  Conway."  — 
lUd.,  vol.  184,  p.  216. 

Three  days  later,  however,  this  last  vote  appears  to  have  been  reconsidered,  for,  on  that 
day,  a  petition  from  Conway  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Hastings,  Sexton  and  Parks,  of  the 
House,  who  reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  passed  on  the  last  day  of  the  second 
session  and  constitutes  chapter  CLXVI.  of  the  printed  resolves  of  that  session : — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct"  16.  1778 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Conway  —  Praying  that  the  Assessments 
that  have  been  made  on  the  Inhaljitants  of  Said  Town  upon  the  Valuation  talcen  last 
November  viz.  the  State  Tax,  Continental  Tax,  Town  &  ministerial  Rates  be  Established 
as  they  now  Stand  Notwithstanding  Said  Assessments  were  not  made  Strictly  According 
to  the  Letter  of  the  Law  for  the  Reasons  Set  forth  in  Said  Petition  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  Said  Petition  be  Granted  and  the  Afore  Said 
Assessments  made  on  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Conway  be  Establised  to  all 
Intents  &  Purposes  any  Law  to  the  Contrary  Not\vithstanding  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering   Spk'' 

In  Council  Octt  16.'  1778    Read  &  Concurred  Jno   Avert   Dy  Seo' 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  220,  p.  137. 

The  following  resolve,  which  is  copied  from  the  original,  and  was  deemed  necessary  to 
cure  a  defect  in  the  act,  constitutes  chapter  XIX.  of  the  printed  resolves  of  the  second  ses- 
sion :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  September  19tJi  1778 — 

Whereas  the  General  Court  at  their  Session  in  March  Last  Granted  the  Sum  of  Two 
Huncb-ed  &  fifty  four  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighteen  pounds  Sixteen  shillings 
and  Eleven  pence  to  be  Assessed  upon  the  several  Towns  &  other  places  in  this  State  for 
Defraying  the  Publick  Charges,  part  whereof  vizt  Two  Hundred  &  forty  six  thousand 
pounds  was  meant  &  intended  to  be  raised  and  paid  to  Congress  or  their  Order,  as  this 
states  proportion  of  the  Continental  Tax  Ordered  to  be  raised  by  Congress  in  the  Year 
1777.  and  no  Direction  therein  is  given  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  to  pay  the  Sum  afore- 
said to  Congress  or  their  Order — For  the  Remedy  whereof  It  is  hereby  Resolved  that  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State  be  &  hereby  is  Directed  &  Ordered  to  pay  the  said  Sum  of  Two 
hundred,  &  forty  six  Thousand  pounds  to  Congress  or  their  Order  &  take  Receipts  there- 
for, which  shall  discharge  him  therefi-om. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering    Spk' 

In  Council  Sep>^  21.'  1778    Read  &  Concurred  Jno  Avery   Dy  Scy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  219,  p.  243. 

Chap.  28.  The  first  annexation,  that  has  been  noticed,  of  territory,  to  the  town  of 
Worcester,  from  "  The  Gore,"  so  called,  is  the  following :  — 

"April  5,  1743.  A  Petition  of  Ephraim  Curtis,  Jabez  Tatman,  Matthias  Rice,  Thomas 
Green,  John  Barber,  Thomas  Richardson,  Daniel  Boydeu  and  Jonas  Woodward,  praying 
that  their  lands  lying  between  the  Towns  of  Worcester  and  Sutton  at  a  place  commonly 
called  The  Gore,  may  be  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Worcester. 

In  the  House  of  Representees ;  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Petitioners  be  and  they  herel)y  are  together  with  their  Lands  and 
Estate  herein  mentioned  lying  between  Worcester  and  Sutton  commonly  called  The  Gore, 
be  annexed  to  the  said  Town  of  Worcester  there  to  do  duty  and  receive  privilege  accord- 
ingly In  Council ;  Read  and  Concm-'d 

Consented  to  W :  Shirley."  —  Council  Records, 
vol.  XVIL,  book  3,  p.  634. 

Next,  in  order,  is  the  petition  referred  to  in  the  answer,  or  remonstrance,  of  May,  1772, 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Worcester,  as  follows  :  — 

"  May  27,  1757.  A  Petition  of  Jonathan  Stone  of  Worcester,  James  Hart,  Tho^  Beard 
and  James  Wallis,  all  of  Leicester  —  Setting  forth  Th;rt  the  Line  between  Leicester  & 
Worcester  divides  the  Petitioner  Stones  Farm  leaving  only  his  House  &  about  ten  acres  of 
Land  in  Worcester ;  that  the  other  Petitioners  Farms  lye  wholly  in  Leicester,  that  they 
live  six  miles  from  the  place  of  Public  Worship  in  Leicester  and  are  Obliged  to  ride 
three  miles  &  an  half  through  Worcester  to  go  to  it,  that  by  reason  of  their  Situation 
they  have  no  benefit  of  the  School  in  Leicester,  altliough  they  pay  towards  its  Support;  & 
that  they  live  Init  about  four  miles  &  an  half  from  the  Meeting  House  at  Worcester,  with 
a  good  Country  Road  leading  to  it  —  Therefore  praying  that  tliey  with  their  Estates  may 
be  set  off  to  the  Town  of  Worcester. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives — Read  &  Ordered  That  the  Petitioners  notify  the  Town 
of  Leicester  of  this  Petition  by  leaving  an  attested  coj^y  thereof  with  the  Clerk  of  said 
Town  that  they  shew  cause  (if  any  they  have)  on  the  first  Friday  of  the  next  Sitting  of 
this  Com-t,  why  the  Prayer  thereof  should  npt  lie  granted. 

In  Council  —  Read  and  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  a  Major  Part  of  the  Council."  — 
Ibid.,  vol.  XXII.,  p.  7. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  1757,  this  petition  was  ordered  to  be  dismissed;  and,  on  the 
1.5th  of  December,  following,  another  application  for  relief  was  made  by  the  petitioners. 
This  has  not  been  discovered,  but  the  record  Of  the  proceedings  thereon  is  as  follows  :  — 

"Dec.  15,  1757.  A  Petition  of  Jonathan  Stone  of  Worce'ster,  James  Hart,  Thomas 
Beard,  and  James  Wallis  of  Leicester — Setting  forth  That  in  last  May  Sessions  they  pre- 
ferred a  Petition  to  this  Court  praying  that  they  with  their  Estates  might  be  set  otl'from 
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Leicester  to  Worcester.  That  thereupon  the  Town  of  Leicester  was  notitiod  of  said  Peti- 
tion, and  put  in  their  Answer  thereto  —  whereupon  the  Council  ordered  their  said  Petition 
to  1)6  dismissed ;  which  dismission  was  grounded  as  the  Petitioners  apprehend  upon  their 
not  haviniT  supported  one  Fact  relating  to  tlie  distance  between  their  Dwellings  and 
Leicester  meeting  House;  which  distance  tlicy  had  procured  to  ho  measured  liy  i)ersons 
under  Oath,  and'disintercstcd,  and  hadscTit  the  same  down,  but  it  was  not  delivered  in  till 
after  the  Petition  was  dismissed,  And  as  their  Case  is  really  diflicnlt  Praying  That  a  Com- 
mittee may  'be  sent  thither  at  tlie  Petitioners  Cost  to  veiw  their  Circumstances  and  report.     • 

In  Council.  Read  and  Ordered  That  James  Minot  Esq  with  Such  as  the  honourable 
House  of  Representatives  shall  join  be  a  Committee  at  the  Sole  cost  of  the  Petitioners  to 
repair  to  tlie  I'own  of  Leicester,  first  giving  notice  of  the  time  of  their  meeting  there,  l)y  notify- 
ing the  Clerk  of  the  said  Town,  or  one  "of  the  Selectmen,  that  they  hear  all  Parties,  care- 
fully veiw  and  consider  the  Situation  and  Circumstances  of  the  Petitioners,  and  report  to 
this  Court  as  soon  as  may  be  with  convenicncy,  what  they  may  apprehend  proper  to  be 
done  relative  to  this  Petition. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Concurred ;  and  M^  Witt  and  Major  Ward 
are  joined  in  the  Affair.    Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  l^?). 

"June  2,  1758.  The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Stone  and  Others 
as  entered  the  15"'  December  last— Reported— That  having  after  due  notice  given  to  all 
concerned,  repaired  to  the  place  where  the  Petitioners  dwell,  and  being  attended  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Town  of  Leicester  and  the  Petitioners,  and  having  taken  a  full  and  care- 
ful Survey  of  the  Situation  and  circumstances  of  the  Petitioners  and  fully  heard  the  Par- 
ties—find  their  Petition  just  and  reasonable,  and  are  therefore  of  Opinion,  that  the  Peti- 
tioners James  Hart,  Thomas  Beard,  and  James  Wallis  with  their  Lands  and  the  Lands  of 
the  Petitioner  Stone  lying  in  Leicester,  be  laid  to  the  Town  of  Worcester  there  to  do  duty 
and  enjoy  Privileges  for  the  Futiu-e,  as  other  the  Inhabitants  there  do,  Provided  that  they 
pay  their  proportion  of  all  past  Taxes  akeady  granted  or  Assessed  I)y  the  Town  of  Leices- 
ter. Signed  —  James  Minot  ^f  Order 

In  Council  Read  and  Ordered  That  this  Report  be  accepted  and  that  the  said  James 
Hart,  Thomas  Beard  and  James  M^allis  with  their  Estates  and  Lands  lying  in  Leicester 
and  tlie  liands  of  the  said  Jonathan  Stone  also  lying  in  Leicester  for  tlie  future  be  laid  to 
and  Accounted  part  of  the  Town  of  Worcester  there  to  do  duty  and  enjoy  priviledge  as 
other  the  Inhabitants  of  Worcester  do,  the  Petitioners  to  be  always  Subject  to  the  payment 
of  such  Taxes  as  are  already  granted  or  assessed.  And  that  for  the  futiu-e  their  proportion 
uf  the  Province  &  County  Taxes  be  taken  off  from  the  Town  of  Leicester,  and  added  to 
the  Town  of  Worcester.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  C^oncnrred.  Con- 
sented to  by  the  Governor."  —  Ibid.,  p.  368. 

In  1772,  another  application  was  made,  as  follows  :  — 

"April  17,  1772.  A  Petition  of  William  Bancroft  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns 
of  Worcester,  Leicester,  Oxford  and  Sutton  in  the  County  of  Worcester— Setting  forth — 
That  by  their  remoteness  from  the  place  of  public  Worship  of  God  in  the  several  Towns 
aforesaid  they  are  put  to  great  difficulties  and  inconveniences  in  their  attendance  thereon, 
but  that  they  would  be  better  accommodated  if  they  were  set  off  and  made  a  District — 
That  the  several  Towns  aforesaid  are  large  and  can  well  spare  the  Petitioners.  And  pray- 
ing that  they  and  their  Estates,  togetlier  with  a  small  piece  of  Land  called  the  Gore,  lying 
without  the  bounds  of  any  Town,  may  be  erected  into  a  District,  agreal)Ie  to  the  bounds 
mentioned  in  their  Petition."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  X.\'/.\'.,  p.  16i. 

The  above  was  presented  April  15th,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Dix,  Farley  and  Howard,  "  to  consider  the  same,  and  report."  On  the  17th,  this  commit- 
tee reported  a  resolve  for  an  order  of  notice  on  this  petition,  to  the  towns  interested, 
i-eturnable  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  answers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Worcester,  Leicester,  Sutton  and  Oxford,  returned 
after  service  of  this  notice :  — 

"  To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq''  Captain  general  and  Comander  in  Cheife 
in  and  over  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  the  Honorable  his  majestys  Council 
The  House  of  Representatives  in  general  Court  assembled  at  Boston  May  1772 

Humbly  Shews  the  Subscribers' Inhabitants  of  Worcester  That  they  liy  being  over  per- 
swaded  Signed  a  Petition  with  otliers  to  the  general  Court  praying  that  tlie  Southerly  part 
of  Worcester  with  i)art  of  Oxford  Snttim  might  be  made  a  Seperate  District ;  but  upon 
mature  consideration  find  that  it  will  be  a  great  Disadvantage  to  them,  and  tliey  not  be  so 
well  accomodated  by  s^*  proposed  new  District,  as  they  no^v  are  iS:  therefore  pray  their 
Names  may  be  withdrawn  from  said  Petition  :  and  they  not  considered  as  the  Num'ber  of 
s<\  Petitioners,  and  if  the  prayer  of  s''  Petition  finally  "obtains  that  they  with  their  Estates 
niay  remain  to  Worcester.  &  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  pray  — 

Worcester  May :  21.  1772  John  Elder 

Jajies  Eldek."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  118,  ;j.  621. 

"To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq'  Captain  Generall  and  Comander  In 
Cheife  in  and  over  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  the  IIon'£e  his  majestys  Coun- 
cil and  House  of  Representatives  In  General  Court  assenililcd  at  Cambridge  May  1772— 

The  answer  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Worcester  In  the  County  of  Worcester  to  a  Petition 
of  Some  of  y«  Inha1)itants  of  Said  Town  and  of  Leicester  Oxford  and  Sutton  In  the 
County  of  Worcester  Praying  to  be  Erected  Into  a  seperate  District  according  to  y"  Lines 
&  bounds  therein  mentioned —    Humbly  Shews — 

That  the  said  Town  of  Worcester  is  a'iiout  y-  Contents  of  Six  miles  Square  That  they 
have  Lately  Erected  a  new  Large  &  Comodious  meeting  House  in  said  Town  as  nigh  tlie 
Center  as  "Conld  be  Couvenieiitly  set  so  as  to  acomodate  y"  said  Town— and  when  Built 
the  Place  was  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town —  That  more  than  one 
third  part  of  said  new  Proposed  District  is  a  part  of  said  Town  of  AVorcester  &  hy  taking 
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y*"  same  of  Will  Leave  tbe  Town  in  a  very  Irregular  form,  tlie  Meeting  House  upon  one 
side  of  y"  Town  which  will  have  a  natural  Tendaucy  to  make  uneasiness  iu  those  Liveing 
In  the  Northerly  part  of  y"  Town  unless  the  Present  meeting  House  is  Removed  which  if 
it  should  be  will  Cause  Great  Disorder  &  Confusion  in  the  Town — 

The  Petitioners  by  thek  own  shewing  say  that  within  the  Proposed  Limitts  for  s'^  Dis- 
trict there  are  Contained  al^out  9332  acres  of  Land  on  which  are  setled  upwards  of  seventy 
familys  upon  which  Your  Respondents  beg  Leave  to  observe  that  there  are  forty  six  Signers 
to  Said  Petition  thirty  eight  of  which  are  only  heads  of  familys  within  theXimits  &  two 
of  them  of  y"^'  Profession  of  Baptist  and  otf  Course  will  not  Joyn  with  them  in  setling  y^ 
Gospell  among  them  and  two  of  y  said  number  viz'.  John  Elder  and  James  Elder  by 
being  over  Perswaded  Signed  said  Petition  Desire  theh*  names  may  be  with  Drawn  there- 
from as  appears  by  theirRequest  herewith  Exhibited  the  Rest  of  the  Petitioners  are  all 
single  Persons  some  of  them  Transient  one  Picked  up  in  order  to  augment  the  numlier  of 
Petitioners  and  Therefore  Cannot  be  accounted  as  part  of  the  N'^  of  familys  the  Petitioners 
Say  are  within  the  Limits  of  the  Proposed  District  by  which  it  plainly  appears  that  a 
majority  of  y"  Familys  in  Said  Proposed  District  do  not  Desh'e  to  be  made  into  a 
District — 

That  the  No  of  familys  on  that  part  proposed  to  be  taken  from  Worcester  amount  to 
about  the  Nurnber  of  twenty  eight  of  which  No  twelve  of  them  Including  the  said  Elders 
have  not  Signed  Said  Petition  and  many  of  them  are  Sensible  that  Instead  of  Receiving 
any  Ijenefit  from  Said  Proposed  District  it  will  be  Greatly  to  their  Damage  to  be  Included 
therein  and  pray  they  may  not  he  as  appears  by  the  Paper  I)y  them  Signed  herewith  Exhib- 
ited That  many  of  y-'  familys  Contained  in  said  proposed  District  are  unable  to  Carr,v 
on  their  Proportion  of  j"  Expeuce  that  must  of  Course  Ensue  upon  their  being  sett  off 
and  as  it  is  against  the  minds  of  a  majority  they  will  be  ever  a  Poor  Contentious  Disunited 
Society — 

Your  Respondents  beg  Leave  further  to  Observe  that  In  y®  Year  1758  Jonathan  Stone 
whose  farm  Lay  Cheifly  in  Leicester  a  Principal  Petitioner  and  one  of  the  most  active  with 
James  Hart  Thomas  Beard  &  one  Wallis  then  all  of  Leicester  petitioned  the  General  Court 
setting  forth  their  Remoteness  from  &  y"  Deflcultys  of  attending  the  Publick  Worship  in 
Leicester  and  Prayed  that  they  might  be  set  oif  to  Worcester  as  they  then  said  they  had  a 
Good  Road  to  Worcester  meeting  House  and  Could  Conveniently  attend  there  they  were 
accordingly  upon  a  Report  of  a  Coinittee  of  y'  General  Court  Sent  to  view  their  Circum- 
stances set  off  &  Can  as  Well  attend  the  Publick  Worship  in  Worcester  now  as  they  then 
said  they  Could — 

Your  Respondents  are  Sencible  in  Country  towns  where  People  Git  their  Livings  by 
Husbandry  they  Caunot  Live  Compact  but  must  be  Scattered  over  a  Considerable  tract  of 
Land  and  that  every  one  Cannot  be  accomodated  with  a  meeting  House  at  his  Door  which 
not  only  makes  it  Deficult  for  some  of  y«  Petitioners  but  is  as  Deflcult  for  many  others  in 
GUI'  To^vn  but  in  all  taxations  People  Liveing  Remote  from  the  Center  of  y^  Town  have 
been  Considered  &  their  Farmes  Estimated  at  a  Lower  Rate  and  of  Course  their  Taxes 
have  been  Less  towards  all  Publick  Charges  The  Cutting  up  Splitting  and  Dividing  old 
Towns  In  order  to  make  Little  Small  poorContintious  Parrishes  and  Districts  is  attended 
with  111  Consequences  has  a  Tendency  to  Discourage  Learning  as  they  Cannot  support 
Schools  &  y  Gospell  among  them  as  they  ought  to  be  Supported — and  making  the  Pro- 
posed District  your  Respondent  Humbly  apprehends  Will  not  only  be  very  Injurious  to 
the  several  To\\ns  aforesaid  but  even  to  the  Petitioners  themselves,  and  many  of  the  most 
Respectable  Familys  in  said  Proposed  District  are  so  sencible  of  it  have  Signed  against  it 
Knowing  that  if  the  said  Petition  should  be  Granted  it  would  be  Rather  a  Deservice  to  y'" 
Petitioners  than  any  advantage  and  many  of  the  Petitioners  and  others  Living  in  said 
Proposed  District  Can  if  they  should  be  sett  off  Better  &  more  Conveniently  Come  to  y" 
meeting  House  in  Worcester  then  go  to  y^  Place  where  it  is  Proposed  to  Build  a  House 
for  Worship  in  said  District  on  account  of  y=  Roads  being  so  much  Better— 

Your  Respondauts  would  further  observe  that  by  y"  Plan  of  said  District  Exhibited  the 
Lines  Run  through  many  Farms  Leaving  tliem  part  in  one  Place  &  Part  in  another  so 
that  the  owners  will  not  be  voters  in  Either  Place  Your  Respondents  acknowledge  they 
have  no  Right  to  say  any  thing  about  the  Damage  &  Utter  Distr'uction  that  Will  Happen 
to  the  North  Parish  in  Sutton  as  they  Can  &  Will  Speak  for  themselves  but  beg  Leave  to 
Observe  that  off  all  y^  familys  Proposed  to  he  Tal^en  off  from  Sutton  there  are  only  the 
familys  of  Richardson's  &  Carter  that  have  signed  said  Petition  upon  y^  whole  Your 
Respondents  pray  that  for  the  Reasons  aforesaid  the  said  Petition  be  Dismissed — But 
if  Your  Excellency  and  Honours  in  Your  Great  Wisdom  shall  se  Cause  to  set  them 
off  in  their  Disunited  state  and  make  them  a  seperate  District  We  Pray  they  may  not  be  a 
Disti-ict  to  us  for  y  Greater  Part  of  them  are  Strangers  to  us  and  their  being  Joyned  with 
Us  will  always  have  a  Tcndenty  to  make  Parties  iu  our  Town  too  Prevalent  already — 

Worcester  May  27:  1772  at  .i  meeting  of  the  freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  said 
Town  Qualifyed  to  vote  In  Town  afiairs  after  Legal  Warning  Given  the  Question  was  Put 
Whither  the  "aforegoing  should  be  Given  as  Reasons  In  Answer  to  the  I'etition  of  Gershom 
Rice  and  others  Inhabitants  of  Worcester  Sutton  Oxford  and  Leicester  Praying  to  be  set 
of  into  a  District  and  it  Passed  Unanimously  In  y  aihrmative  also  voted  that  M''  Joshua 
Biglo  our  Represeiltative  Present  y  same  to  y-  Great  &  General  Court  &  use  his  Indeav- 
our  Said  Petition  be  Dismissed  Att    Joun  Chandler  moderator."  —  Ibid., 

p.  G13. 

"Province  of  the.  )  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esqrthe Honourable  his 
Massachusetts  Bay  s  Majesties  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  as- 
sembled Mav  27  1772 

The  Fetition  of  the  Subscribers  "inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Leicester  Humbly  Shewcth ; 
that  whereas  some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Town,  with  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  of 
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Worcester  Sutton  &  oxford  have  Petitioned  the  General  Court  to  be  set  oflF  into  a  seperate 
Destrict ;  and  the  Lines  they  propose  to  Run  will  Include  Lands  of  your  Petitioners  and 
Cut  some  of  our  farms  in  a  verry  oblique  Manner  and  may  so  effect  some  oC  us  that  we 
may  not  be  voters  any  where  thou^li  we  are  now  voters  in  the  Town  of  Leicester  we 
theri'l'Dre  Humbly  Pray  your  Excellency  and  Honors,  that  if  j^ou  should  in  your  wisdom 
see  meet  so  far  to  Grant  the  Prayer  of  their  Petition  as  to  set  them  off;  vet  that  you 
would  not  set  off  our  Lands  with  them ;  but  that  they  may  Remain  to  the  Town  of  Leices- 
ter there  to  do  Duty  and  Receive  Priveledge  and  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Ever  Pray 

Natiiei.  Scot  Nathan  Sakgeant  as  Guardian 

Nathan  Saegeant  to  the  Heirs  of  Johnson  watson 

Thomas  Dknny 
RoBiiHT  Henky  "  —  Ibid.,  p.  617. 

"  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq''  Capten  and  Couiander  In  Chi  ife  in  and 
oner  the  Province  of  the  Wassechuscts  Bay  the  Iionb'£  his  majestys  Counsel  and  House 
oi'  llcpresentives    In   General  Court  assembled  at  Cambridge  INIay  1772 

Tlio  answer  of  the  Inhal)itants  of  Sutton  In  the  County  of  Worcester  Ijy  th;ire  agents  to 
the  Pcrtision  of  a  number  of  the  Inhahitants  of  Said  town  and  W^)rccstcr  and  oxford  and 
I  eic'stcr  Praying  to  be  Set  of  into  a  Seperate  District  according  the  Lyns  that  are  menti- 
sioiud  Humbly '&hows  that  if  Said  Proposed  District  be  Set  of  thare  Will  be  a  Considara- 
l;cl  nnmlier  of  the  Ilataliel  Inhaliitants  of  Said  Tonm  Set  of  Without  one  of  the  Poor  of 
Said  town  Set  of  With  them  notwithstanding  the  Expences  of  Supporting  the  Pour  is  all- 
ready  Very  Heavy  and  it  W^illCut  the  2^'  Parrish  in  Sutton  Soby  takeing  of  24  Fammelys 
of  Said  parrish  and  Cuming  Within  278  Rods  of  the  Parrish  meetinghouse  that  the  meet- 
ing hous  will  be  far  oute  of  the  Sentcr  by  takeing  of  abought  16  Hundred  accrs  at  the 
Corner  thn,t  is  nov/  Nearest  to  the  meeting  hous  210  belong  to  the  pertisioners  or  thare 
abought  and  the  meeting  hous  Will  be  far  oute  of  the  Scnter  as  by  the  plan  hear  with 
Exeiii'icted  may  fulley  apear  which  will  make  a  Great  uneseness  the  meetinghous  being 
Latelj  inlarged  and  finished 

The  I'ertisioner  by  thare  own  pertision  show  that  thare  is  upord  of  70  fammelys  within 
the  I/j'us  of  the  Supposed  District  and  but  31  of  them  are  heads  of  Fammelys  that  have 
Signed  the  Pcrtision  and  2  of  tliem  are  annebaptest  which  bring  them  to  32  and  thare 
Remains  43  within  the  bound  of  the  Supposed  District  23  of  which  are  in  Sutton  and  but 
thrc  of  them  have  Signed  the  pertion  for  to  be  Set  of  and  the  furtest  of  them  is  not  2  miles 
and  on  quarter  from  the  parrish  lueeting  house  and  if  the  pcrtision  for  the  District  Should 
obtain  it  as  Likely  thay  will  be  a  Dcvoyded  District  and  will  leave  the  2  Parrish  in  Like 
Snrcomstances  and  upon  the  whole  your  Respondents  pray  this  pertision  be  Desmissed 

Daniel  Greenwood  ^    Agents  for 
Ebenk  Peirce  >•     the  town 

Elisha  Goddard       S  of  Sutton." — Ibid.,  p.G\9. 
"  Province  of  the    1      To  His  Exeellency  Thomas  Hutchorson  Esq""  the  Honarabel  his 
Massechusets  Bay   J  Majestys  Counsel  and  House  of  Representiyes  in  General  Cort  as- 
sembled May  27'!»  1772 

That  we  y«  Suberibers  Inhabitants  of  Oxford  in  Said  Province,  (being  all  of  us  lawful 
Voters,  in  Town-affairs,)  living  and  having  our  Estates,  within  y"  limits  of  those  lands 
which  are  now  Petition'd  to  be  Sett  off,  by  y'^'  Said  Genii_  Court  into  a  Seperate  District, 
from  y-'  Towns  of  Worcester,  Oxford,  Leicester  and  Sutton  —  do  Concieve  that  we  in  Case 
y  ■  llon^i''  Court  Should  Sett  us  off,  into  Such  a  distinct  District,  Should  be  greatly  Incom- 
moded thereby  and  om' Estates  damaged,  as  well  as  our  Town  of  Oxford  much  hurt,  in 
way  and  manner,  as  is  Set  forth  by  j'^^  humble  memorial  which  is  laid  before  y^'  General 
( "omt,  from  and  by  Said  Oxford  at  this  Time :  —  and  therefore,  we  woxild  Pray  to  y 
Court  that  y  Said  Petition,  for  a  district,  may  not  be  granted  —  as  in  Duty  bound  &c  — 

May  2S''>  1772.  Joseph  Phillips  Jonathan  Cutter 

Saimuel  Learned  John  IIaravood 

Jacob  Work  Israel  Phillips."  — Ibid  ,  p.  620. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1772,  the  foregoing  petition  and  answers  were  read,  in  the  (Council, 
and  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dexter  and  Sever,  of  the  Council, 
and  Messrs.  Hobson,  Doolittle  and  Brown  of  Abington,  of  the  House,  who  reported,  on 
the  2.5th,  that  the  petition  be  dismissed;  which  was  done,  on  the  same  day. 

Next,  John  Tatman's  estate  was  set  off  to  Worcester  as  follows :  — 

"  Jan.  16,  1773.  A  Petition  of  John  Tatman  of  Worcester—  Setting  forth.  That  on  the  5 
day  of  April  1743  the  General  Court  was  pleased,  on  the  Petition  of  Ephraim  Ciu-tis,  Jabez 
Tatman,  IMathias  Rice,  Timo  Green,  John  Barber,  Daniel  Boyden  and  Jonas  ^V'oodward, 
tlicn  dwelling  on  and  interested  in  a  Gore  of  Land  lying  l)ctween  the  Towns  of  Worcester 
and  Sutton,  to  annex  them  and  their  Lands  to  the  said  Town  of  Worcester  —  That  at  that 
time  William  Jennison  Esq''  now  deceased,  owned  Sixteen  acres  and  an  half  of  Lnnd  lying 
in  said  Gore,  now  owned  by  the  Petitioner,  and  is  encompassed  by  tlie  l-ands  iitorcmen- 
tioned,  which  was  not  annexed  to  said  W^orcester.  And  praying  that  the  said  Sixteen 
acres  &  an  half  of  Land  may  be  annexed  to  Worcester. 

In  the  House  of  Represen'tatives  —  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  sixteen  acres  and  an  half  of  Land  mentioned  in  said  Petition  be  annexed  to 
the  Town  of  Worcester  and  subjected  to  be  Taxed  there  and  in  every  respect  mider  the  ju- 
risdiction of  said  Town  as  other  Lands  in  said  Town  are. 

In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred,  Consented  to  by  the  Governor." — Cotmcil  Records, 
vol.  XXIX  ,  p  385. 

The  next  proceedings  that  appear  of  record,  relative  to  the  incorporation  of  the  persons 
and  estates  embraced  in  the  town  afterwards  erected  by  this  act,  are  the  following :  — 

"  To  bis  Excellency  Thomas  Uutchinson  Esq";  Governor,  to  the  Ildnbie  Ms  Majesty's 
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Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  His  Majesty's  Province  of  tlio  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  New  England  in  General  Court  assembled  Jan>'  1773  — 

TLe  Subscribers,  in  our  own  behalf  and  as  agents  for  sundiy  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns 
of  Worcester,  Oxford  and  Sutton  &  Leicester  most  humbly  shew  —  That  our  situation  is 
such  tliat  we  cannot  be  accommodated  with  and  enjoy  the  common  privileges  of  Socictj- 
•in  the  respective  Towns  where  we  belong.  We  have  heretofore  huml^ly  solicited  this 
honb"^  Court  that  a  District  might  be  formed  out  of  those  To\vus,  but  by  reason  of  tlie 
representation  of  those  Towns  (who  must  be  supposed  to  be  greatly  interested)  this  Court 
have  ijeen  made  to  believe  that  such  a  measm-e  would  not  be  salutary  for  the  whole  and 
your  Petitioners  have  failed  in  their  suit,  biit  our  necessity  is  such  that  we  cannot  help  peti- 
tioning your  Excellency  and  Honors  once  more  humbly  praying  that  a  Committee  of  this 
honi;  >■  Court  might  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  Lands  where  we  dwell,  at  our  own  charge 
and  "view  the  same  and  report  the  true  situation  and  circumstances  of  yoiu"  aggrieved  Celi- 
tioners  and  those  only  M^ho  shall  then  be  disposed  to  join  with  us,  and  we  will  contentedly 
set  down  with  such  a  Society  as  this  Court  shall  hereafter  see  lit  to  Incorporate,  and  if  we 
shall  finally  be  denied  in  this  our  humble  suit,  after  this  houbje  Court  shall  have  received 
and  heard  a  report  of  their  own  Members,  which  we  presume  will  be  disinterested,  wc  sh.'.ll 
be  more  contented  and  more  disposed  to  believe  that  our  suit  is  not  founded  in  that  rea;;c)n 
we  at  present  apprehend  it  is.  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray  &c 
Charles  Richardson  Daniel  Botden 

David  Bancroft  Alexander  Nickels 

On  the  Petition  of  Daniel  Boyden  and  others  — 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan>'  23''  1773  —  Read  and  Ordered  that  Jedediah  Foster 
and  John  Whitcomb  Esqr.with  such  as  the  hon'''"  Board  shall  join  be  a  Committee  at 
the  cost  of  the  Petitioners  to  view  the  circumstances  of  those  only  who  shall  signify  to  th  m 
their  desire  to  be  set  olT  from  their  respective  Towns  and  also  at  the  same  time  consider 
how  it  will  alfcct  the  several  Towns  or  Parrislics  to  which  they  may  respectively  belong 
and  make  report  what  they  think  proper  for  the  Court  to  do  thereon  — Sent  up  for  Con- 
currence T.  CvsniNG  Spk'- 
In  Council  Janv  23')  1773.    Read  &  Concurred  and  Artemas  Ward  Esq'  is  joined  — 

Thos  FmcKER  Secy." — Mass. 
Arc/drcs,  vol.  118.^.  G58. 

The  committee  met,  May  10,  1773,  when  they  received  the  following  additional  list  of 
applicants  to  be  included  in  the  new  district :  — 

"  We  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Worcester  Do  hereby  Signify  our  Desire 
to  be  incorporated  into  a  Distrect  projjosed  to  be  made  out  of  the  Towns  of  Worcester 
Licestcr  Sutton  and  Oxford        Witness  our  hands 
May  lO'i'.  1773 

Freeholders  other  Inhabitants 

GERsnoM  Rice  John  Boyden 

Israel  Stevens  Danl  Bancroft 

David  Bancroft  Charles  Hart 

Jonathan  Stone  James  Niuols 

Daniel  Botden 

Jacob  Stevens  Persons  Names  Living  on  the  pro- 

Thojias  Drury  posed  Limits  belonging  to  Worces- 

Tno-iivs  Drury  Ju  :  tr  who  are  against  being  Sett  oflF 

IIeneryGale  this  man  Lives  ^jc^^^j^ 

William  Bancroft  on  y^  Line —  S 

Jonas  Nichols  Thomas  Beard 

Derias  Botdon  James  Hart 

James  Hart  Ju^  Samuel  Curtis 

Oliver  Curtis  Benj-^  Chapin 

Comfort  Rice  Daniel  Bigelow 

Elisabath  Boyden  Francis  Cutting 

phebe  Beancraft  .,        .u       Live         '\  William  Elder 

TiioM  \s  Baird  Junk  '^"°^®„  tnree  i.ive         )  j         elder 

i  uuMAb_oAiuij  o  u.M  e  Lme  Proposed  )  ^  -rt  r,T7T? 

James  Hart.  I  T    i/r       i.  C -'ames  jilder 

Tiio^  Baird    ]  I"tl'fferent  Gershom  Rice  J?  ."-Ibid  ,  p.  G60. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  with  their  duty,  and  found  "  a  sufficient  number  of  fami- 
lies "  belonging  to  the  four  towns  named,  "  to  make  a  district,"  but  "  situate  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  their  respective  places  of  public  worship,"  and  that  "  the  towns  and  precincts  to 
which  those  families  belons;,  mii^ht  spare  them  without  bcin^  straiteped  i)ut,"  the  com- 
mittee add,  they  "do  not  think  It  is  advisable  to  erect  them  into  a  district,  at  present, 
unless  they  were  more  generally  united."  The  committee  therefore  recommended  that  the 
persons  described  in  the  resolve,  with  their  estates,  "  be  erected  intp  a  separate  precnict, 
and  vested  with  all  jirocinct  privileges." 

There  arc  some  minor  ditferciices  between  the  report,  and  the  following  record  of  the 
resolve  establishing  the  i)recinct  in  accordance  therewith  :  — 

"  June  23,  1773.  The  Committee  appointed  the  23''  day  of  January  last  on  the  Petition 
of  Daniel  Boyden  and  others  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  as  Agents  for  sundiy  Inhabitants 
of  the  Towns  of  Worcester,  Oxford,  Sutton  and  Leicester  —  made  report;  in  consequence 
of  which,  the  following  Order  passed  viz'  — 

In  Council.  Ordered  'I'hat  Gershom  Rice,  Israel  Stephens,  David  Bancroft  Jonathan  Stone. 
Daniel  Boyden,  .Jacob  Stevens,  Thomas  Drury,  Thomas  Drury  jun  r ,  Henry  Gale,  William 
Bancroft,  James*  Nichols,  Darius  Boyden,  James  Hart,  Thomas  Bakd,  James  Hart  jun'. 

*  "  Jon.-»8,"  in  the  original  resolve. 
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Thomas  Baird  jnn';  Oliver  Curtis  *  Comfort  Rice,  Elizabeth  Boydcn,  Phebe  Bancroft,  John 
Boyden,  Daniel  Bancroft,  Charles  Hart,  James  Nichols,  Peter  Boyden,  of  Worcester,  Benja- 
min Carter,  Charles  Richardson,  Timothy  Carter,  Fhinehas  Rice,  Benjamin  Carter  jun": 
Rachel  Buck,  Daniel  Roper,  Gershom  Bi.irlow,  (iershora  Biulow  junr,  Peter  Hardy  Daniel 
Cnramings,  Charles  Richardson  jun'  of  Sutton,  Samuel  Eddy,  Levi  Eddy,  Peter  Jennison, 
Ruth  stone,  Jesse  Stone,  Isaac  Pratt,  Al)rahain  Fitts,  Alexander  Nichols,  David  Gleason, 
of  Oxford,  John  Crowl  jun^  ,  Andrew  Crowl  Jonathan  Phillips,  John  Hart,  Thomas 
Scott,  William  Young,  Jonathan  Stone,  of  Leicester,  Ite  and  hcreliy  arc,  with  their  Fami- 
lies and  Estates,  erected  into  a  Precinct,  and  shall  enjoy  all  the  powers  and  privileges 
which  other  Precincts  in  this  Province  by  Law  enjoy  And  it  is  frnther  Ordered  that  all 
other  persons  (with  their  Families  and  Estates)  living  in  tl«e  Towns  of  Worcester,  Leices- 
ter and  Oxford,  not  further  than  three  miles,  as  the  Roads  are  now  trod,  from  the  place 
hereinafter  fixed  for  building  the  fleeting  house  upon,  together  with  such  others  in  Sutton 
that  live  not  further  than  one  mile  and  an  half  from  said  place,  who  shall  signify  their 
desire  to  l)elong  to  said  Precinct  by  lodging  their  names  in  the  Secretarys  offlce  within 
nine  months  from  this  date,  be  and  hereby  are  Incorporated  and  made  a  part  of  the  Pre- 
cinct aforesaid.  Ordered  that  the  spot  for  erecting  the  Meeting  house  upon  be  at  the  fol- 
lowing place  viz.'  at  an  Oak  stump  with  Stones  npon  it  standing  on  the  westerly  side  of 
the  County  Road  leading  from  Worcester  to  Oxford,  near  the  center  of  two  Acres  of  Land 
which  Thomas  Drury  conveyed  to  Jonathan  Stone,  Daniel  Boyden  and  David  Bancroft ; 
the  said  two  Acres  of  Land  lieth  in  the  Gore  of  Land  that  was  annexed  to  the  Town  of 
Worcester. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  ConctuTcd.  Consented  to  by  the  Governor." 
—  Coifi/cil  Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  72. 

"  We  the  Suliscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  of  Worcester,  Leicester,  Oxford  and 
Sutton  living  within  the  limits  prescriljcd  in  the  aforegoing  Order  of  the  Great  aiul  General 
Court  for  joyning  with  a  Precinct  made  out  of  said  Towns  hereby  signify  to  your  Honor 
our  desire  to  belong  to  said  Precinct  and  made  a  part  thereof  agreable  to  the  Order  afore- 
said. Given  under  our  hands  this  thirtieth  day  of  August  Anno  Dom  1773  —  To  the 
hon';ie  Tho'  Flucker  Esq''  Samuel  Holman,  Gershom  Rice  j^,  Israel  Stone,  William  Par- 
ker, Joseph  Phillips,  Samuel  Learned,  Israel  Phillips,  Jacob  Worke,  Jonathan  Cutler 
David  Stone,  John  Harwood,  Thomas  Gleason,  William  Fhips,  Isaac  Putnam  .Joseph 
Gleason,  Jonas  Bancroft,  Elisha  Livermore  —  Gardner  Chandler  for  my  Lands  within  the 
limits — Natlianiel  Scott,  David  Bates,  Nathan  Patch,  David  Richards  — 

I  Certify  that  the  above  was  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  ofQce  this  15'1>  day  of  March  1774 
agreable  to  the  Order  of  the  General  Court  passed  the  234  day  of  June  last  for  erecting  a 
Precinct  out  of  the  Towns  of  AVorcester,  Leicester,  Oxford  and  Sutton  — 

Jn'.'  Cotton  D  Secv  ."  —  Ibid.,  p.  12S. 
The  original  report  of  the  committee  last  named  was  accepted  by  the  Council,  June  18, 
1773;  btit  the  House  nonconcnrred,  and  voted  to  recommit  the  report,  "  to  fix  the  spot 
where  the  meeting-house  shall  be  erected."  The  Council  concurred  in  this^  vote,  on  the 
following  day,  and  the  clause  fixing  the  location  of  the  meeting-house  was  added  in  a 
separate  paragraph,  which  is  cancelled  in  the  original  report. 

The  petition  for  the  incorporation  of  the  town  was  read  in  the  House,  Oct.  24,  1777,  and 
an  order  of  notice  issued  thereon  to  the  towns  of  Worcester,  Leicester,  Oxford  and  Sutton. 
On  the  11th  of  December,  the  report  of  a  committee  to  which  this  petition  had  i^een  re- 
ferred, was  accepted  by  the  Council,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence,  when  it  was  "read, 
and  committed,  to  be  drawn  into  a  resolve,"  to  Messrs.  Dix  and  Batcheldor,  of  the  House, 
and  Whetcomb,  of  the  Council.  This  committee  reported  on  the  13th,  and  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  a  remonstrance  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Sutton,  against  the  act  of  incorporation  prayed  for,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, appointed  at  the  previous  session,  to  consider  the  report  of  a  former  committee  on 
tlie  original  application  for  incorporation  into  a  town,  and  it  was  now  "ordered  tliat  said 
application,  and  all  papers  relative  thereto,  be  recommitted."  On  the  19th,  the  report  of 
this  committee  was  brought  down  from  the  Council,  to  the  House,  read,  and  concurred, 
with  amendments,  and  returned  to  the  Council,  for  concmTence 

The  nature  of  this  report,  and  the  subsequent  proceedings  thereon,  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  the  House  Journal :  — 

"'Feb.  25,  1778.  Joseph  Palmer,  Esq;  brought  down  a  Report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed l)y  the  General  Court  to  view  the  late  Parish  set  off  from  Worcester,  Sutton,  Oj:- 
ford  and  Leicester,  yiz.  '  That  they  have  heard  the  Committees  from  the  several  Towns 
aforesaid,  and  others  concernecl,  and  are  of  Opinion,  that  it  would  conduce  to  the  i)ublic 
Good  as  well  as  to  the  Good  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  new  Parish,  to  incorporate  them 
into  a  Town,  according  to  the  Plan  exhibited,'  with  the  foUovving  Vote  of  Council  there- 
on, viz. 

in  (;ouncil,  Feb.  25,  1778.  Read  and  Ordered,  That  Artemas  Ward  and. Joseph  Palmer, 
Es(i'rs.  with  such  as  the  Honorable  House  shall  appoint,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same 
into  Consideration,  with  the  Papers  accompanying  the  same,  to  hear  the  Parties,  and  re- 
port wliat  is  l)est  to  l)e  done  thei'eon.  Sent  down  for  Concurrence.  Read  and  conciuTcd, 
and  Mr.  Nlcholls,  Doct.  Dunsmore  and  Col.  Meed  are  joined."  —  House  Journal,  p.  193. 

"Mar.  11,  1778.  Abraham  Fuller,  Esq;  l)rought  down  a  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
l)oth  Houses  appointed  the  2.5th  of  Februanj  1778,  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Report 
of  a  former  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  view  the  late  Parish  set  off  from 

*  "  Carter,"  in  the  original  resolve. 
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IVorcester,  Sutton,  Oxford  and  Leicester,  and  the  Papers  accompanying  tbc  same,  and  to 
hear  the  Parties,  viz.  '  That  they  have  attended  that  Service,  and  beg  Leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  incorporating  said  Parish  into  a  Town.' 

Pass'd  in  Council,  viz.  In  Council,  March  11,  1778. 

Read  and  accepted.  Seift  down  for  Concurrence. 

Read,  and  thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  Consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  the  second 
Wednesday  of  the  next  Sesssion."  —  Ihid.,  p.  207. 

AVitli  the  foregoing  report,  the  Council  sent  down  the  bill  of  this  chapter  —  the  name  there- 
in proposed  for  the  town  being  "  Wardborough  "  —  with  a  memorandum  thereon  that  it 
had. been  passed  to  lie  engrossed,  and  was  sent  down  for  concurrence. 

The  sixth  session  Avas  begun  April  1,  and  on  the  8th,  the  bill  was  read,  a  first  time,  in 
the  House,  with  a  formal  amendment  in  the  enacting  clause,  and  the  change  of  "  Ward- 
borough  "  to  "  Ward,"  in  the  title  and  wherever  the  name  of  the  town  occurred  in  the  bill. 
In  the  bill  thus  amended,  the  Council  concurred,  tlie  same  day;  and,  on  the  lOtli,  the 
House  proposed  two  further  amendments,  inserting  the  words  "the  general  assemlily  of 
this  state,  the  county  of  Worcester,  or  the,"  before  "said  towns,"  in  the  fourth  section, 
and  inserting  "the  late  Johnson,"  before  "  Watson,"  in  two  places.  These  amendments 
AAcre  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  on  the  same  day. 

The  petition  for  incorporation  into  a  town,  and  the  subsequent  papers  referred  to,  except 
the  bill,  have  not  been  discovered  in  the  files,  or  among  the  bound  payiers  in  the  secretary's 
office  The  following  list  of  land-owners  who  desired  not  to  be  included  in  the  new  town, 
is  on  file  with  the  bill :  — 

"  A  List:  of  those  men  that  Belong  to  Sutton  :  that  the  line  of  the  new  Porposed  town 
has  taken  off  their  land,  or  part  thereof  with  then-  Buildings :  that  are  Against  Belonging 
to  S'?.  Town:  (viz)  — 

Moses  Bancraft  John  Jacobs 

Levy  Stoxe  Stephen  Holman 

John  Severy  Abel  Holman 

Jabesh  Stockwell  Randell  Raavson  a  Neutor 

Samuel   Trask  Jun^}.    and  he  owns  and  Josep  Pratt  of  Oxford 

land  in  Oxford  he  Desires  to  have  is  against  it 

Exempted  :  likewise  p'.. order  of  Edavard  Davis  Esqi; 

And  those  men  whose  names  are  imdcr  written  Owns  land  with  in  Said  line  who  Do  nut 
live  there :  that  are  Against  their  lands  Belonging :  there 

Richard  Waters  SamV;  Trask  Daniel  Greenwood 

Stephen  Waters  Andrew  Elliot  Jonathan  Holman 

Abraham  Waters  Ralph  Richardson  Daniel  Holjian 

Thomas  Holman  Joshua  Cartor  and  Amos  Case 

Thomas  Holman  Junt?.  John  Bancraft  Isaiah  Bucknam  we  do  likc- 

David  Holman  Elisha  Goddard  wise  Believe  is  against  it." — 

Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1778. 

Tlie  following  petition  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Blaney,  Dana  and  Codding,  of  the  House, 
April  23,  1779,  and,  from  a  memorandum  endorsed  on  the  petition,  it  appears  that  the 
petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw :  — 

"To  the  Honourable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  the 
memorial  and  petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  sutton  humbly 
sheweth  that  At  the  Time  of  the  setting  off  the  Town  of  ward  we  under  the  Aiiinvlieii- 
sion  of  its  Cutting  off  and  affecting  our  Estates  did  then  in  Every  movement  of  the  said 
setting  off  said  Town  and  at  evercj'  Oppertunity  allowed  us  earnestly  remonstrate  against 
having  any  parte  of  our  Estats  set  off  from  the  Town  we  belong  to  to  the  said  new  Town 
about  to  be  erected  as  may  apeair  by  the  files  of  the  Papers  respecting  said  affair  in  tlie 
secretaries  office  but  notwithstanding  all  the  Remonsti-ances  and  Petitions  we  could  make 
the  late  General  Coni-t  Did  establish  a  Line  bissecting  our  Lands  to  our  grate  hurt  and 
I)amage  ft)r  our  Estates  thus  set  off  are  subject  to  grate  Charge  and  Taxation  And  we 
arc  thus  subjected  to  pay  taxes  and  do  Duty  whair  we  cannot  have  any  voice 'nor  enjoy 
any  Bcnilit  which  we  esteem  a  very  grate  Greavance  and  which  has  now  for  years  past 
been  esteemed  an  intolirable  Greavance  by  the  united  voice  of  the  Continant.  We  their- 
forc  pray  That  our  respective  Estates  be  set  back  to  the  Town  of  Sutton  as  thay  Ware 
before  the  erecting  said  new  Town  of  ward  that  so  we  may  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  ourEstates 
according  to  what  has  so  long  been  held  The  Essential  and  unalianable  Rights  of  Man- 
kind the  above  is  Submitted  to  your  Honours  Wisdom  and  Justice  as  in  Duty  Bound  W'q 
shall  ever  Pray  — 

Sutton  March  th:  22  1779    Andrew  Elliot 

David  Holman  John  Bancraft 

Jonathan  gould  Abram  Watfrs 

Joshua  Carter  Isaiah  Bucknum." — Ibid. 

House,  no.  441. 

Chap.  29.  On  the  2oth  of  June,  the  House  assigned  the  next  day,  for  considering  "  the 
expediency  of  ordering  a  new  valuation  of  estates,  to  be  taken."  The  subject  thus  intro- 
duced was  discussed  on  the  2Gth,  and  again  on  the  27th,  when  the  House  refused  to  order 
a  bill  for  the  pin-pose,  to  be  reported.  No  further  progress  wns  made  with  the  bill  until  the 
fourth  session,  when,  another  assignment  having  been  made,  for  December  4tl),  Messrs. 
Davis,  ^^iendell,  Sewall,  Wood  and  Goodman  were,  on  that  day,  appointed  a  committee  to 
bring  in  a  bill.  On  the  6th,  the  House  assigned  the  8th,  to  consider  what  instructions 
should  be  given  the  committee ;  but,  at  the  time  appointed,  this  bu^ess  was  postpoufjd  to 
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the  next  day,  when  it  was  voted  "  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  proceed  according  to 

the  method  pointed  out  in  the  last  tax  act." 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1778,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  but  the  sec- 
ond reading  was  put  off  to  tlic  27th.  The  fiu-ther  consideration  of  the  Ijill  was  postponed 
on  the  27th,  28th  and  30th  of  January,  and  on  the  10th,  18th  and  23d  of  Fel)ruary,  upon 
which  it  seems  to  have  been  di'ojjped  for  the  session.  In  the  sixth  session,  the  subject  was 
again  considered,  on  the  seventh  of  April.  On  tLe  ICtli,  a  bill  was  read  twice,  and  dis- 
cussed on  the  17th  and  18th,  and  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  on  the 
20th,  and  passed,  by  the  House,  to  be  enacted,  on  tlie  27th,  and,  on  tbe  28th,  by  the 
Council.  The  bill  as  finally  passed,  dift'ers  in  no  essential  particular  fi-om  the  bill  as  first 
proposed. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  Messrs.  Nicholson,  Bliss  and  Siugletary  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  the  returns  made  under  this  act,  "and  report  what  number  there 
are,  and  whether  tbey  are  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  said  act."  On  the  2d  of  October, 
this  committee  reported  that  the  number  of  returns  was  110,  "and  that  they  were  very 
various ;"  whereupon,  Messrs.  Frazier,  Partridge,  lloberts,  Leonard  and  Ward  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  "  to  consider  what  steps  are  proper  to  be  talien  to  obtain  the  returns 
from  tbe  several  towns." 

The  following  resolve*  was  probably  reported  by  the  committee  last  named :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Ocf.  5*^  1778 

Whereas  by  a  late  Law  of  this  state  the  assessors  in  tlie  several  Towns  within  the  Same, 
for  the  year  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  &  seventy  eight  were  Required  to  Iletiu-n  into 
tlie  Secretarys  otSce  true  and  perfect  hsts  of  the  Rateable  property  of  Each  Town  in  this 
State  by  the  20*.  Day  of  June  last,  and  upon  Examination  there  is  found  to  be  but  an  in- 
Lonsiderable  Number  compared  with  the  whole  that  has  olwyed  the  order  aforesaid. 

Therefore  Resolved  that  if  the  Delinquent  Assessors  in  the  Several  Towns  in  this  State 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  Hundred  &  seventy  eight  do  not  Return  into  the  secre- 
tarys office  true  and  perfect  lists  of  the  Rateable  Property  in  Each  of  their  Respective 
Towns  agreeably  to  y"  Law  aforesaid  by  the  first  Day  of  December  Next  this  Court  w^ill 
proceed  to  Doom  every  Town  that  shall  Neglect  to  comply  with  this  order. — 

And  whereas  some  Towns  within  this  State  have  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  act  aforesaid. — 

It  is  further  Resolved  that  this  Resolve  be  printed  in  hand  bills  and  sent  to  the 

SheritTs  of  the  several  counties  within  this  State  and  that  they  Cause  one  hand  bill  to  be 

sent  to  Each  Town  without  Delay  a  in  order  that  a  Compleat  Return  may  )je  obtained  by 

tlie  first  Day  of  Decemf    next  as  aforesaid.  —  Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

Sam^  Feeeman     Spk  P  T 

In  Council  Oct.  5.'  1778  Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  \.  Vizt  at  \ 
Insert  at  the  Expence  of  each  respective  County  to  be  allowed  by  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  same — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jn^  Aveby     D^  Sec-X 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct  6  1778    Read  and  concurred— 

Saml  Freeman  Spk  P  T 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  2\9,p.  396. 

The  town  of  Worcester  was  doomed  under  this  resolve,  but  applied  for  abatement. 
For  the  proceedings  in  that  case,  see  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  12,  post. 

The  above  resolve  was  followed  by  another  resolve  t  for  distributing  the  handbills ; 
viz.,  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay — In  House  of  Representatives  Oct  5.  1778 

Whereas  the  Resolves  of  this  Court  which  are  ordered  to  be  printed  from  time  to  time 
in  hand  Bills  do  oftentimes  miscarry  or  are  not  sent  forward  to  the  Towns  &  persons  for 
whom  they  are  design'^ 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  to  convey  a  suitable  number  of 
the  Hand  Bills  which  may  be  printed  for  the  several  Towns  in  this  State  by  order  of  Court 
to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  several  Counties,  who  shall  cause  them  to  be  distributed  to  the  Towns 
in  their  Counties  Respectively-^  sent  up  for  concurrence  Sam'-i-  Freeman  Spk  P  T 

In  Council  Oct";  6^^  1778  Read  &  Concurred  with  an  amendment  at  a  Viz',  at  ^  insert 
at  the  Expence  of  each  respective  Coimty  to  be  allowed  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  for  the  same        Sent  down  fOr  Concurrence  John  Avkky  1)>  Sec^' 

In  the  Hous  of  Representatives  Oct  :6  1778.  Read  &  Noucurred,  and  the  House  i>ro- 
pose  to  insert  at  f  — '  at  the  Expence  of  the  state  And  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  furnish 
each  Sheriff  with  a  Copy  of  this  Resolve '        sent  up  for  Concurrence 

Sami-  Freeman    Spk  V  T 

In  Council  Ocf.  6  '  1778    Read  &  Concurred  Jn"  Avert    D>  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Conn  -ill .  —  IJjirl.,  p  40 1. 

On  the  Gth  of  January,  1779,  the  secretary  was  ordered  "to  lay  upon  the  table  a  list  of 
the  towns  and  other  places  who  have  made  returns  on  the  valuation  act;  "  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  on  the  8th,  when  the  list  was  read,  and  the  subject  assigned  to  the  12th, 
"to  determine  w-hether  the  matter  thereof  shall  be  taken  up  the  present  session,  and  what 
is  proper  to  l)e  done  respecting  the  same." 

On  the  12th,  it  was  voted  to  adjust  the  proportion  of  the  several  towns  that  session,  and 
to  appoint  a  cunnnittee  consisting  of  members  from  each  of  the  counties,  to  be  nominated 
by  the  members  from  the  respective  counties;  viz.,  four  from  Stitlblk  and  Essex;  tluec, 
each,  from  Middlesex,  llam|)shire  and  Worcester;  two  from  I'lymouth,  Barnstal)!e,  Bris- 
tol, York,  Cumberland  and  Berkshire;  and  one  from  Lincoln,— to  consider  the  returns. 
This  committee  was  appointed,  and  ordered  to  "  proceed  to  l)usiness  as  soon  as  may  be," 

*  Printetl  rofiolven  of^ie  Septemtier  session,  chiplcr  LXXXVT.        f  /^«''-,  chapter  LXXXII. 
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on  the  14th,  and  on  the  16th,  the  chairman  reported  to  the  House  that  the  committee  were 
in  doubt  "  whether  by  the  act  the  tax  is  to  be  laid  upon  the  principal  of  the  estates,  *  * 
upun  their  income,  or  upon  l)oth;  and  whether  the  returns  are  to  be  the  ouly  guide  for 
the  committee  to  proceed  by."  The  House  thereupon  assigned  the  20t;h,  "to  take  this 
matter  into  consideration." 

On  the  20th,  the  House  proceeded,  according  to  appointment,  to  consider  the  above 
questions,  and  voted  "  that  said  committee  proceed  according  to  the  valuation  act,  on  the 
returns,  in  such  way  as  they  shall  judge  best." 

Changes  were  made  in  the  committee,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  26th  of  February, 
when  it  was  voted  that  the  committee  "sit  after  the  adiournraent  of  the  court,  for  com- 
pleting the  business  assigned  them,"  and  ordered  that  the  committee  "  in  determining  what 
each  town  shall  pay  towards  a  tax  of  £1000,  estimate  the  polls  at  one  penny  each." 

In  the  mean  time,  a  petition  was  received  from  the  selectmen  of  Dartmouth,  as  follovys  : — 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  Conveened  at  Boston  the  6  of  Janu/iry 

The  Petition  of  the  Select  Men  of  the  Town  of"  Dartmouth  Humbly  Shews,  that  your 
Petitioners  beg  leave  to  Represent  to  your  Honours  tlie  loss  sustained  By  many  individ- 
uals Inhabitants  of  this  Town  by  the  Ravage  of  the  Brittish  eneny  on  and  about  the  f) '' 
of  September  last:  that  there  was  Not  an  Inhabitant  But  whot  Sufered  in  a  greater  or 
lesser  degree  fi-om  the  place  of  their  landing  to  the  place  of  their  Embarkation :  and  that 
their  are  some  that  have  but  little  or  nothing  more  left  them  than  the  amount  of  their  tax 
in  a  late  assessment  made  upon  this  Town  and  not  any  collected  tintil  since  the  aforesaid 
Ravage  of  the  Brittish  Enemy,  and  that  yoiir  Petitioners  have  herewith  Transmited  iui 
Estimate  of  the  loss  Sustained  in  Ratealjle  property  given  in  under  oath  by  the  individual 
Sufferers  and  Valued  by  the  assessors  of  the  aforesaid  Town  at  the  same  Rate  the  said 
Rateable  property  being  "before  valued  in  the  Valuation  bill  preceeding  this  and  transmited 
to  the  secrataries  oflflce.  your  Petitioners  have  likewise  transmited  an  Estimate  of  the 
loss  in  Household  furniture  wareing  apparel  &'i  Not  Rateable  given  in  as  aforesaid  mider 
oath  and  valued  at  the  current  price  such  articles  were  at  at  the  time  of  their  being 
distroyed. 

and  whereas  a  verry  considerable  part  of  the  loss  sustained  as  aforesaid  consisted  in 
property  not  Rateable  yet  the  individuals  are  so  much  the  poorer  and  incapacitated 
to  pay  their  taxes,  therefore  your  Petitioners  pray  that  so  much  of  the  Towns  propor- 
tion of  the  Next  Tax  (according  to  the  valuation  aforesaid  transmited  to  the  Secrataries 
otflce)  May  lie  Eased  on  said  Town  as  your  Honours  in  your  wisdom  shall  think  just  and 
Equitable,  your  Petitioners  have  likewise  '•  ransmited  to  your  Honours  the  just  amount 
of  the  Tax  upon  the  Rateable  property  of  the  individuals  (that  was  Distroyed)  Being  in 
the  tame  proportion  With  their  whole  Tax  as  it  stood  assessed  in  the  Rate  Bills  I-ast 
made,  that  your  Honours  if  in  your  wisdom  should  see  titt  to  Remit  any  part  or  tlie 
whole  in  proportion  to  their  Loss  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray 

Alden  Spooxer  ]      Select  men 

Dartmouth  January  Benjamix  Russell  juk  [  for  s<i 

13"' 1779  -loH  Almt  ^        j  Dartmouth."  —  Ibid., 

Thomas  Kempton  J  vol.  184,  p.  334. 

This  petition  was  referred,  January  16th,  to  the  committee  on  valuation,  and,  on  the  17th 
of  February,  the  following  resolve  was  passed  tliereupon.  Ten  days  later,  it  was  voted  to 
refer  the  subject  of  the  petition  to  the  next  session  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  upon  the  Valuation  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to 
deduct  out  of  the  Sum  total  of  the  List  given  in  liy  the  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Dart- 
moidh  the  Stim  of  Ticentii-two  Thousand  eight  Hundred  and  seventy-six  Pounds,  which 
is  nearly  the  Amount  of  the  ratealjle  Property  destroyed  by  the  Enemy  in  said  Town,  on 
or  about  the  fifth  Day  of  September  last,  and  which  was  included  in  said  List."  —  House 
Journal,  p.  146. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  April,  the  committee  brought  in  their  report,  and  the  afternoon  was 
immediately  assigned  "for  tlie  consideration  thereof."  On  the  20th,  it  was  "voted,  tliiit 
the  sum  each  county  ought  to  pay  Vje  first  determined  upon."  The  debate  upon  the  i-cport 
then  proceeded,  and  on  the  23d,  after  full  discussion,  "  the  sum  laid  on  the  county  of  Suf 
folk  as  their  proy)ortion  of  a  tax  of  £1000,"  was  accepted,  "  I ly  a  majority  of  76  out  of 
106."  The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  upon  the  whole  report,  "  so  far  as  respects  the 
sum  laid  on  the  sevend  counties,"  and  it  was  accepted  "by  a  majority  of  80  out  of  107," 
and  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  was  referred  to  the  next  day,  to  give  oppor- 
tunity for  the  members  from  the  several  counties  to  "consider  what  alterations,  if  any, 
were  proper  to  be  made  in  the  sums  set  on  the  towjis  in  theii-  respective  comities." 

On  the  27th,  the  House  "  passed  upon  tlie  sums  set  on  the  several  towns  in  all  the  coun- 
ties except  SutTolk,  Hampshire  and  Berkshire,"  and  on  the  next  day,  they  adjusted 
the  valuation  of  the  towns  of  these  counties,  and  "by  a  majority  of  60  out  of  82" 
adopted  the  following  list,  for  the  whole  state :  — 

"Cotmtyof  SUFFOLK. 
£  -     -    - 

Boston 

Roxbury   . 

Dorchester 

Milton 

Brain  tree    . 

Weymouth        ...       4        15         0    Stoughtonham  .       .^ 

Hingham  .  ^        i^         «    m..i,..„„  « 

Cohasset    . 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Dedham     . 

55 

0 

0 

Medficld    . 

8 

5 

10 

Wreiitham 

6 

4 

0 

Brookline  . 

4 

6 

8 

Need  ham  . 

9 

15 

0 

Stougliton . 

4 

15 

0 

Stoughtonham 

5 

10 

8 

Mcdway     . 

2 

3 

0 

BelJingham 

£. 

s. 

d. 

10 

0 

0 

3 

10 

0 

4 

16 

0 

3 

7 

0 

4 

2 

2 

6 

10 

0 

3 

0 

1 

3 

16 

0 

1 

15 

0 
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Hull  . 
Walpolc     . 
Chelsea 
Franklin    . 
Foxborough 


Salem 
Danvers 
Ipswich 
Newbmy   . 
Ncwl)ury-Port 
Marl)lehead 
Lynn . 
*Andover  . 
Beverly 
Rowley 
Salisbury  . 
Haverhill  . 
Glocester   . 
Topsfield    . 
Almsbury  . 
Bradford    . 
"Wenhara   . 
Manchester 
Methuen     . 
*Boxtord  . 
Middlcton  . 


£. 
0 
3 
2 
3 
2 


County  of 


£.  149 


15 


£.  158 


County  of  MIDDLESEX. 


Cambridge 
Charlestown 
Watertown 
Woburn     . 
Concord     . 
Newton 
Reading     . 
Marlborough 
Billerica     . 
Framingham 
Lexington . 
Chelmsford 
Sherburne  . 
Sudbury    . 
Maiden 
Weston 
Medford     . 
Littleton    . 
Hoi)lvinton 
Westford   . 
Waltham  . 
Stow  . 
Groton 
Shirley 
Pepperell  . 
Townsend  . 
Ashby 
Stoneham  . 
Wilmington 
Natick 
Dracut 
Bedford     . 
Holliston   . 
Tukesbury 
Acton 
Dunstable  . 
Lincoln 


13 

10 

9 

4 

16 

11 

3 

0 

0 

13 

4 

16 

8 

9 

19 

6 

18 

0 

0 

9 

0 

15 

13 

16 

16 

3 

3 

2 

18 

13 

18 

5 

14 

5 

10 

6 

7 


County  of  ESSEX. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

.      20 

4 

5 

7 

13 

2 

13 

5 

0 

12 

4 

6 

jrt 

13 

10 

0 

12 

15 

3 

6 

0 

0 

11 

10 

10 

8 

5 

8 

6 

3 

8 

4 

14 

8 

7 

0 

0 

8 

16 

6 

3 

10 

4 

4 

6 

5 

4 

9 

7 

1 

18 

0 

1 

17 

5 

3 

13 

2 

3 

13 

7 

2 

14 

3 

d. 

0 
0 
6 
6 
0 
6 
9 
0 
0 
0 
9 
6 
6 
4 
8 
1 
0 
4 
8 
6 
0 
6 
0 
4 

10 
4 
0 
3 
0 
6 

10 
5 
0 

10 
6 

11 
0 


Springfield 
AVest-Springfield 
Wilbrahanj 
Northampton 
Southampton 
Hadley 
South-Hadley 
Amherst    . 
Gran by 
Hatfield     . 
Whately    . 
Williamsburgh 
Westfield  . 
Deerfield    . 
Greenfield  . 
Shelbiu-ne  . 
Conway 
Sunderland 
Montague  . 
North  field  . 
Brimfield    . 
South  Brimfield 
Monson 
Pelham 
Greenwich . 
Blanford    . 
Palmer 
Granville   . 
New  Salem 
Belchertowu 
Coh-aiu 
Ware 

Warwick   . 
Barnardston 
Murrayfield 
Charlemont 
Ashfield     . 
Worthington 
Shutesbnry  and  ) 
Ervingshire         J 
Chesterfield 
Southwick 
Norwich     . 
Ludlow 
Leverett     . 
Westhampton 
Merryfield . 
Plantation  No. 
Suffield      . 
Enfield 
Somers 


Plymouth  . 
Scituate 
Duxbmy  . 
Marshfield 
Bridgwater 
Middleborough 
Rochester  . 
Plympton  . 
Pembroke  . 
Kingston  . 
Abington  . 
Hanover  . 
Halifax  . 
Wareham  . 


HAMPSHIRE. 
£. 
6 
6 
3 
4 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
4 
3 
2 
2 
•2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
.  2 


0 

0 

9 

14 

2 

18 

8 

19 

11 

IG 

4 

9 

9 

5 

0 

4 

14 

7 

10 

7 

2 

17 

3 

4 

I 

9 

0 

16 

10 

13 

12 

5 

15 

8 

12 

5 

15 

13 


d. 
0 
8 
3 
8 
1 
0 

10 
4 
0 
1 
5 
8 

10 
3 
5 
9 

10 
0 
0 
1 
9 
1 
2 

7 
3 
9 
fi 
7 

11 
0 
4 

11 
4 
0 
0 

10 
7 
5 


£AQZ 

18 

2 

MOUTI 
£. 

i. 

s. 

d. 

5 

8 

9 

7 

17 

0 

2 

11 

7 

3 

5 

1 

.       13 

4 

0 

.      10 

15 

10 

4 

16 

11 

3 

19 

5 

4 

8 

6 

2 

7 

2 

3 

6 

3 

2 

9 

0 

1 

13 

1 

1 

8 

11 

£.  124 


10 


£. 67        1 1 


*  Note  — Bi/ a  liesolB^of  the  House  which  pans'd  the  -lid  o/ Juno  1779,  Three  Shillings  loas 
ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  Town  of  AnAovcr  and  addrd  to  the  Town  of  Boxtord:  — The  Town 
o/ Andover  there/ore  stands  at  £.  11,  7s.  10c?.  and  the  Town  o/Boxford  at  £.  3,  16«.  Id. 
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County  of  BARNSTABLE. 
£.        s 
Barnstable         ...       6         $ 


Sandwich  . 
Yarmouth . 
Eastham  . 
Wellfleet  . 
Chatham  . 
Harwich  . 
Falmouth  . 
Triiro 
Provincetown 


York  . 

Kittery 

Wells 

Berwick     . 

Arundel     . 

Biddeford  . 

Pepperelborough 

Lebanon    . 

Sanford 

Buxton 

Fryeburgh 

Coxhall 

Massabeseck 

Limerick    . 

Broictijield 

Little-Falls 


£.  42 


12 
4 
0 

10 

12 
9 
5 

10 
0 


£.  29        14 


County  of  BRISTOL. 

£. 

s. 

Taunton     ....        7 

18 

Reho)5otli  . 

9 

2 

Swanzey    . 

4 

17 

Dartmouth 

14 

13 

Norton 

3 

11 

Mansfield  . 

2 

6 

At.tleI)orough 

5 

16 

Dighton     . 

3 

4 

Freetown   . 

3 

12 

Rainham    . 
Easton 

2 
2 

10 
14 

Berkley 

1 

15 

^.62 

5 

County  of  YORK. 

£. 

s. 

4 
15 
10 

8 

7 

11 

8 


II 


County  of  DUKES-COUNTY. 


Edgartown 
Chilmark  . 
Tisbury 


£.7 


Coimty  of  NANTUCKET. 
£.        s. 
Sherburne.        .        .        .11         0 


County  of  WORCESTER. 


Worcester 

Lancaster 

Mendon 

Brookfield 

Oxford 

Charlton 

Sutton 

Leicester 

Spencer 

Paxton 


d.  Rutland     . 

3  Oakham     . 

8  IIubl)ardston 

1  New  Braintree 
5  Southborough 

2  Westborough 
2  Northboroiigh 

7  Shrewsbury 
0  Lunenburgh 

8  Fitchburgh 
0  Uxbridge  . 

—  Harvard     . 

0  Dudley      . 

Barre . 

Bolton 

d.  Upton 

11  Stiu-bridge 

9  Leominster 
9  Hardwick  . 

10  Western     . 
2  Holden 

11  Douglass    . 
g  Grafton 

11  Petersbam 

10  Royalston  . 

0  Westminster 
Q  Athol 

1  Templeton 

. Princeton  . 

4  Ashbm-nham 
Winchendon 
Northbridge 

^  Ward 

Woodstock 


18 

0 

10 

0 

12 

6 

14 

6 

4 

0 

4 

0 

7 

0 

d. 


£. 

a. 

d. 

3 

9 

0 

1 

8 

G 

1 

8 

G 

2 

15 

0 

2 

14 

0 

2 

16 

7 

I 

17 

0 

5 

5 

0 

3 

10 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

G 

3 

14 

G 

2 

8 

0 

4 

3 

0 

3 

10 

•    G 

1  • 

11 

0 

3 

9 

0 

3 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

11 

0 

2 

0 

0 

I 

10 

G 

2 

15 

8 

3 

2 

0 

1 

16 

1 

2 

13 

6 

2 

3 

0 

2 

13 

G 

2 

1 

0 

1 

6 

0 

1 

9 

0 

I 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

£.  133 


H    Falmouth  . 

^    Nortli  Yarmouth 

;^    Scarljorough 

Brunswick 

Gorham 

Harpswell . 

Windham  . 
^    Cape  Elizabeth 

New  Glocester 

Gray  .        . 

PearsnntoiOJi 

Boyalsburgh 

Bat/mondtown 

Bakerstown 

Sijlvestertown 

Bridgetown 


County  of  CUMBERLAND. 
£.         s 


5 

3 

4 

14 

3 

17 

2 

7 

2 

10 

1 

15 

1 

1 

2 

19 

1 

11 

0 

10 

0 

16 

0 

9 

0 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

£.2% 


County  of  LINCOLN. 
£. 


Pownalborough 

Georgetown 
'     Woolwich 

Newcastle  . 

Topsliam   . 
/.    Boothliay  . 
0    Bristol 
4    Bowdoinham 
0    Hallowell  . 
0    Vassalborough 
0    W^inthrop  . 
6    Winslow    . 
0    Edgecomb 
0    Belfast       ,      ■ 
0    Wan-en 
0    Waldoborough 


19 
12 

2 

9 
13 
18 

0 
11 

7 
11 
10 

0 
18 

4 
14 

8 


0 

9  • 

0 

1 

0 
9 
0 
0 
9 
8 
7 
0 
0 
0 
6 


10 


d 

0 
LI 
11 

0 
10 
U 
10 

7 

2 

8 
0 
2 
7 
I 
10 
0 
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£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

8. 

d. 

Thomastown     . 

0 

14 

10 

Washington 

1 

6 

10 

Pittston     . 

1 

9 

4 

Adams 

2 

12 

7 

Medumcook 

0 

10 

1 

Lee     .... 

1 

9 

7 

St.  Georges 

0 

13 

0 

New  Ashford    . 

0 

14 

2 

New  Providence 
Askawelet  Equivalent 
Plantation  No.  7 

1 

I 

8 

^.27 

10 

9 

0 

15 

0 

0 

13 

2 

County  of  BERKSHIRE 

, 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.5Z 

18 

4 

Sheffield    .       .       . 

4 

18 

8 

Great  Barrington 

3 

12 

6 

TOTAL. 

Stockbridge 

2 

11 

3 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Pittsfield    . 

3 

18 

3 

SUFFOLK, 

,  149 

15 

3 

Ne\Y  Marlborough    . 

2 

7 

11 

ESSEX,      . 

.  158 

6 

5 

Egremont  . 

1 

8 

10 

MIDDLESEX,  . 

.  124 

4 

10 

Richmond . 

2 

17 

3 

HAMPSHIRE,  . 

.  103 

18 

2 

Lenox 

2 

8 

6 

PLYMOUTH,    . 

.    67 

11 

6 

Tyringham 

1 

18 

5 

BARNSTABLE, 

.    29 

14 

0 

Lanesborough  . 

4 

5 

6 

BRISTOL,  . 

.    62 

6 

4 

Sandisfield 

2 

9 

7 

YORK, 

.    49 

11 

1 

Williamstown   . 

2 

17 

1 

DUKES-COUNTY,   . 

.      7 

4 

9 

Becket 

1 

4 

11 

NANTUCKET,  . 

.    11 

0 

7 

Windsor    . 

1 

16 

8 

WORCESTER, . 

.  133 

13 

2 

Partridgefield    . 

1 

4 

4 

CUMBERLAND,       . 

.    28 

5 

10 

West  Stockbridge     . 

1 

8 

11 

LINCOLN, 

.    27 

10 

9 

Loudon     . 

0 

13 

2 

BERKSHIRE,  . 

.    53 

18 

4 

Alford 
Hancock    . 

0 
2 

15 
7 

10 
9 

£ 

.1000 

0 

0. 

2^ote,  The  Places  whose  Names  are  printed  In  Italics  are  not  incorporated." —  House  Journal, 
p.  199. 

An  unsuccessful  effort  was  made  to  revise  this  list  in  respect  to  Suffolk  County;  and  a 
petition  for  correcting  tlic  number  of  polls  charged  to  Cape  Elizabeth,  and  another  for 
readjusting  the  proportion  of  the  towns  in  Cumberland  County,  were  presented  but  were 
not  granted.  On  the  22d  of  June,  the  members  from  Essex  County  reported  "  that  they 
had  agreed  to  take  off  three  shillings,  in  tlie  valuation,  from  the  town  of  Andover,  and  to 
add  the  same  to  the  town  of  Boxford,"  whereupon  a  resolve  was  passed  confirming  this 
agreement. 

This  act,  which  had  been  so  long  preparing,  was  superseded  by  chapter  41  of  the  acts  of 
1779-80,  passed  April  28,1780  —  which  was  just  one  year  after  the  list  of  proportions 
reported  by  the  committee  on  valuation  had  bc^en  adopted. 

See,  also,  1779-80,  chapter  41  and  note,  ;ws<. 

Chap.  30.  "  State  of  the  Massachusetts  )  To  the  Honorable  the  Council,  and  the 
Bay  in  New  England —  J  HonWe  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled  in  Boston 

The  Memorial  &  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Southerly  part  of  the  town  of  Bolton 
in  the  County  of  Worcester — Humbly  Sheueth — 

That  your  memorialists  live,  upon  an  average,  upwards  of  four  miles  from  the  meeting 
House,  in  said  town,  which  renders  it  very  difficult  for  them  to  attend  public  worship,  with 
their  families,  especially  in  severe  seasons  :  — 

That  your  memorialists  on  the  second  Instant,  prefered  a  petition  to  the  said  Town, 
praying  their  consent,  that  all  the  Inhabitants  South  of  a  certain  line  known  in  s<i  town, 
as  a  line  run  some  years  since  by  one  M";  Longley,  together  with  their  Estates  might  l)e 
set  off  as  a  seperate  parish,  with  liberty  for  every  Individual  in  said  town,  to  attend  public 
worship,  in  either  parish  as  he  pleased,  he  paying  his  ministerial  taxes,  to  the  parish 
where  he  should  chuse  to  attend  divine  service, — That  on  the  said  second  Ins?,  the  town 
afores^  at  a  legal  meeting  voted,  to  grant  the  Prayer  of  the  said  petition,  and  that  the 
s'}  Inhabitants  Ije  set  off  in  manner  as  abovesaid,  with  the  liberty  aforementioned,  Pro- 
vided that  tlie  Inhabitants  of  each  parish,  should  return  their  names  to  the  assessors  of  the 
said  Parishes— some  time  in  the  month  of  Sept — annually,  specifying  which  parish  they 
choose  to  atteiidat — And  that  those  who  should  not  thus  return  their  names — to  Ije  taxed 
to  that  Parish  within  the  limits  of  which,  they  lived — which  provision  is  agreeable  to  j'our 
Memorialists — 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray  your  Honors,  to  take  their  case  into  consideration,  and 
set  them  off,  in  manner  and  form  as  above  prayed,  and  consented  to  by  said  town — All 
which  is  humbly  submitted  by  your  petitioners,  and  they  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever 
pray— 


Bolton  Feb.y  7'h  A  D.  1778— 
Nathan  Barber 
Isaac  Moore 
ezekiel  fosget, 
Joshua  Johnson,  Jr 
Robert  Fife 
Jonas  Brown 
Ebenezer  Bailey 


Jacob  moore 
Ebenezer  Woostee 
William  Badcock 

JOTHAM    MaTNARD   JuN 

Nathan  Johnson 
Barnabas  maynard 
Benjn  Bailey 


Benja  Brttoe 
roboet  fosgatb 
Temthy  BRrcE 
Danel  Bruce 
John  Beucb 
Deliuebanoe  Wheelek 
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Joel  Fosoat  Jotham  Matnard  Isaiah  Coolidgb 

SamlI"  Jones  J"  Edward  Johnson  Moses  Goddard 

Uriah  Moors  Amos  Meriam  George  Saavyer 

Timothy  Bailey  Barnab\s  Bailey  Levi  Meriam 

Henry  Powers  Joshua  Johnson  Alexander  Mobride 

Samuel  Rice  Elbazer  Johnson  Stephen  Bailey 

David  Ricb  Silas  Bailey  Joshua  Hemenway 

FoRTUNATUs  Barns  James.  Mcrride  Joseph  Priest 

John  Pollard  Abijah  Pratt  Silas  Bailey  Jub 

Joseph  How  Samuel  Jones  -Thomas  Pollard 

Timothy  Jones  James  Fife  Nathnel  Haistins 

Jon*  Meriam  John  Barnard  Phineas  How 

Thomas  M"bride  James  Goddard  John    Husson."  —  Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  1 83,  p.  400. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  Feb.  18,  1778,  and  leave  was  granted  the 
petitioners  to  bring  ki  a  bill.  Nothing  further  appears  to  liave  been  done  in  regard  to  the 
subject  of  this  chapter,  until  the  next  session,  when,  on  the  8th  of  April,  the  Council, 
having  given  the  bill  of  this  chapter  two  readings,  passed  it  to  be  engrossed  and  sent  it 
down'for  concurrence.  In  the  House  the  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  April  10th,  and,  the 
next  day,  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  and,  on  the  13th,  it  was  passed 
to  be  enacted  by  both  branches. 

Chap.  31.  In  1772,  the  first  meeting-house  erected  in  Needham  being  greatly  out  of 
repair,  the  suliject  of  repairing  it,  or  building  a  new  one,  was  brought  forward  in  town 
meeting,  and  led  to  a  discussion  which  was  continued,  with  increasing  bitterness,  at  several 
subsequent  meetings  of  the  inhabitants.  The  fact  that  the  site  of  the  old  meeting-house 
was  not  in  the  geographical  centre  of  the  town,  induced  one  party  to  favor  the  project  of 
repairing  the  old  building,  from  the  apprehension  that  if  a  new  building  were  erected,  it 
would  be  upon  a  site  less  convenient  to  them;  while  another  party,  living  in  the  westerly 
part  of  the  town  ("now  included  in  the  town  of  Wellesley),  objected  to  repairing  the  old 
house,  or  building  another  on  its  site,  ostensibly  because  of  its  unequal  distance  from  the 
two  principal  settlements.  ' 

That  this  opposition  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  did  not  spring, 
solely,  from  a  desire  to  have  the  meeting-house  conveniently  near  for  worship,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  they  were  supporting  a  separatist  assembly  in  their  mfdst,  and 
that  between  the  vears  1713  and  1761,  several  of  them  had  been,  at  their  own  request,  set 
off  to  the  town  of  Natick,  and  were  then  set  back  again  to  Needham,  "  for  the  peace  of 
Nutick,"  as  the  j  >ii)t  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  the  latter  year,  say  in  their  report,— 
these  malcontents  having  attempted,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary  for  their  con- 
venience, to  remove  the  Natick  meeting-house  away  from  the  Indians,  for  whose  use  it  was 
built  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  persons  and  corporations  not  belonging  to  the 
town  In  1767,  these  persons,  or  their  successors,  had  applied  tothe  Legislature,  to  be  re- 
annexed  to  Natick,  but  their  petition  was  dismissed ;  and,  seven  years  later,  while  the  dif- 
ferences were  pending  which  resulted  in  the  passage  of  the  present  act,  they  once  more 
applied  to  be  united  to  Natick,  but  without  success. 

The  town  chose  a  committee  to  cooperate  with  a  surveyor,  in  determining  the  geograph- 
ical centre  of  the  town,  and  upon  the  report  of  this  committee,  votes  were  passed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  May  28,  1772,— to  which  time  the  business  had  been  ad- 
journed,  refusinff  to  build  at  the  centre,  and  resolving  to  build  a  new  meeting-house, 

and  selecting  as  its  site  "  the  north  side  of  the  [old]  meeting-house,  as  near  as  it  could 
conveniently"be  built."  The  subject  of  choosing  a  committee  "  to  proceed  in  building  the 
new  meeting-house"  was  dismissed  for  want  of  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose. 

At  the  March  meeting  in  1773,  the  subject  of  building  was  again  postponed,  but  the  old 
structure  having  been  consumed  by  fire  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  17,  of  that  year,  another 
town  meeting  was  called  for  November  4th,  the  warrant  for  which  contained  articles  pro- 
posing a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  fixing  the  site  for  a  new  building,  and  submitting  the 
question  of  dividing  the  town  into  two  parishes,  and  proposing  measures  for  erecting  the 
new"  building  upon  the  site  selected.  The  town  at  this  meeting  refused  to  consent  to  a 
division  of  the  town  or  to  reconsider  their  former  vote  fixing  the  location  of  the  meeting- 
house; and  voted  that,  when  built,  the  new  edifice  should  stand  as  located  by  the  former 
vote.  'On  the  18th,  the  town  passed  a  series  of  votes,  granting  £200,  to  be  raised  by  a 
sino-ie  rate,  as  other  town  taxes,  for  building  the  meeting-house,  appointing  a  committee 
to  contract  for  the  same,  and  arranging  the  details  of  the  new  building.  They  also  voted 
a  reward  of  £10,  for  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  the  incendiary  who  set  fire  to  the 
old  house.  .  ,  .  ,  .... 

At  another  town  meeting,  on  the  22d  of  December,  in  accordance  with  an  article  in  the 
warrant  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Deming  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of 
the  town  (who  by  this  means  once  more  endeavored  to  have  the  new  meeting-house 
erected  in  the  centre  of  the  town),  was  rejected;  and  other  propositions  for  changing  the 
location  were  again  voted  down. 

Deming  and  his  associates  now  applied  tothe  Legislature,  praying  for  the  appointment 
of  a  conTmittee  "to  view  the  said  town  at  the  expense  of  the  petitioners,  and  to  order 
where  the  meeting-house,  voted  by  the  said  town  to  l)c  erected,  shall  be  placed,  or  that  the 
said  town  may  be  divided  into  two  parishes."  On  the  3d  of  February,  the  General  Court 
ordered  notice  to  be  served,  by  copy,  on  the  town  clerk,  returnable  the  seventeenth.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  town  cliosc  a  committee,  consisting  of  Josiah  Newell,  Jonathan  Day, 
Nathaniel  Fisher,  Timothy  Newell  and  Josiah  Eaton,  to  make  answer  to  this  petition. 
At  the  time  appointed,  the  petition  and  answer  being  considered,  the  former  was  dis- 
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missed,  by  a  nnanimous  vote  of  the  Council  in  which,  however,  the  House  nonconcurred, 
and  a  joint  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Lincoln  and  Greenleaf,  of  the  House,  and 
Dexter,  of  the  Council,  was  thereupon  appointed  to  "hear  the  parties  and  report  what 
may  be  proper  to  be  done."  The  report  of  this  committee  seems  to  have  been  kept  alive 
by  "a  joint  order  of  March  9,  1774,  by  which  rll  unfinished  business  was  "to  have  the 
same  day  in  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court;"  and,  accordingly,  the  report  of  a 
majority  of  the  committee,  that  the  petition  be  dismissed,  was  accepted  by  the  Council 
and  sent  down  to  the  House,  for  concurrence.  May  28,  1774. 

What  further  action  was  taken  by  the  General  Court,  and  what  further  was  done  by  the 
committee,  upon  this  petition,  does  not  appear  in  the  state  records;  but  from  an  entry  in 
the  town  records,  it  appears  that  the  judgment  of  this  committee  was,  "  that  the  meeting- 
house should  stand  at  or  near  the  second!  centre,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  town."  It 
is  probable  that  all  legislative  proceedings  on  this  petition,  ceased  upon  the  presentation 
of  the  following  petition :  — 

"  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Gage  Esq'  Cap*  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and 
Over  His  Majesty's  Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  The  Honorable  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives,  in  General  Court  Assembled  the  26'h  Day  of  May,  A  D.  1774. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Westwardly  Part  of  the  Town  of 
Needham.    Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  Your  Memorialits  have  for  a  Number  of  Years  Past  Attended  the  Publick  Wor- 
ship of  God  in  the  Meeting  House  in  s<i  Town,  Lately  Consumed  by  Fire,  which  stood 
more  than  a  Mile  from  the  Centre  of  the  Town,  and  have  thereby  been  put  to  Extraordi- 
nary Cost  and  Difficulty,  which  has  been  a  very  great  hardship.  Especially  to  those  Living 
Remote,  Some  being  more  than  Four  Miles  Distant  therefrom  and  others,  within  the 
Limits,  more  than  Six  Miles. 

And  whereas  a  Vote  hath  been  Passed  (by  a  Trifling  Majority)  at  a  Town  Meeting,  for 
Erecting  a  New  Meeting  House  where  the  Former  House  stood,  and  they  Persist  therein. 
Notwithstanding  Repeated  Application  hath  been  made  for  Erecting  it  at,  or  near,  the 
Centre  of  the  Town,  and  the  Opinion  of  a  Committee  from  this  Honorable  Court  for  the 
Same;  under  which  Cruel  hardship  and  Oppression,  Your  Memorialists  must  Remain 
Remediless  without  the  Interposition  of  this  Honorable  Court,  They  therefore  most 
humbly  Pray  that  the  said  Town  of  Needham  may  he  Divided  into  Two  Sepcrate  Parishes, 
in  Such  Mariner  &  Form  as  to  Your  Excellency  and  Honors,  in  Your  great  Wisdom,  shall 
be  thought  most  Convenient;  and  Your  most  Humble  Suppliants  (as  in  Duty  bound) 
shall  Ever  Pray. 

Stephen  Hunting  Thomas  Descombe  SamI^'  Brackett 

Moses  Bullard  Wm  Fuller  Jonas  Mills 

Eliphalet  Kingsbert         Peter  Jenison  Daniel  Gould 

JosiAH  Upham  Jesse  Kingsbert  Isaac  Mills 

SAMi  KiLTON  Jeremiah  Haws  Samuel  Greenwood 

David  Trull  Lemvel  Pratt  Amos  Mills 

John  Edes  Jonathan  Deming  Thomas  Mills 

Jonathan  Smith  JunR         Sam';!-  Daggett  wedow  Hanah  Mackinteer 

Joseph  Haws  Jacob  Parker  Nahaniel  Dewing 

Samuel  Danils  SamVi-  Hunting  Josiah  Ware 

Ephraim  Stevens  Joseph  Mudg  Eleazer  Kingsbert 

Robert  Cunningham  Daniel  Hunting  Caleb  Kingsbert 

David  Smith  John  Fuller  Sam'.I'  Mackintier 

Samuel  Brown  John  Fuller  Jun  wedow  Martha  Dewing 

Jonathan  Smith  wodow  Sarah  Edes  Thomas  Broad 

John  Ness  Lemuel  Brackett  Thoder  Broad 

Aaron  Smith  Samuel  Pratt  Ephraim  Bullard 

Moses  Feltt."  —  Mass.  Ar- 
chives, vol.  14,  p.  725. 

The  town  meeting  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  petition,  and  at  which  the  inhabitants 
had  again  refused  to  reconsider  their  vote  locating  the  site  of  the  new  meeting-house,  was 
held  on  the  ninth  of  May.  Before  this,  at  other  meetings  of  the  town,  they  had  voted  to 
borrow  money  for  building  the  meeting-house,  and  to  procure  a  supply  of  shingles,  clap- 
boards and  underpinning  for  the  structure. 

The  above  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  June  8th,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Brown 
of  Abington,  Whetcomb,  and  Freeman  of  Harwich,  of  the  House;  and  Leonard  and 
Preble,  of  the  Council,  and,  on  the  10th,  notice  thereon  was  ordered  to  be  served  on  the 
town,  returnable  on  the  21st,  if  the  Court  should  then  be  sitting,  and  if  not,  then  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  the  next  session;  and  the  petitioners  were  exempted  from  "any 
expense  for  building  a  ncAV  meeting-house,  in  the  meantime." 

The  town,  at  a  meeting  held  June  17th,  refused  to  accept  the  "judgment"  of  the  com- 
mittee above  referred  to,  but  voted  to  proceed  to  build,  without  any  attempt  to  come  to 
a  new  agreement  as  to  its  location.  It  was  also  voted  to  answer  the  last  petition  of 
Deming  and  others ;  which  business  was  left  to  the  selectmen. 

During  the  summer  the  preparations  for  building  proceeded  agreeably  to  votes  passed 
at  town  meetings  held  from  time  to  time.  And,  dtiring  the  same  period,  twice,  by  tie 
vote ;  viz.,  July  4th,  by  a  vote  of  44  to  44,  and  July  11th,  by  a  vote  of  43  to  43,  —  the 
town  repeated  its  refusal  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  site  of  the  proposed  new 
building  had  been  fixed. 

At  a  town  meeting  duly  warned,  and  held  on  the  3d  of  October,  1774,  the  inhabitants 
refused  to  exempt  the  petitioners  and  others,  "to  the  amount  of  one-half  of  said  town," 
from  contributing  towards  the  expense  of  building  and  finishing  the  "meeting-house 
already  erected,"  and  from  the  support  of  the  ministry  there,  but  voted  in  favor  of  setting 
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off  the  westerly  part  of  the  town,  into  a  distinct  precinct  or  parish,  and  to  free  the  inhabi- 
tants there  from  all  charges  on  account  of  the  new  meeting-house,  "provided  they  do 
proceed  in  building  a  meeting-house,  and  maintain  preaching  among  them."  They  also 
again  refused  to  change  the  site  of  the  meeting-house  to  a  place  nearer  the  centre  of  the 
town. 

At  another  town  meeting,  held  Mar.  23,  1775,  the  town  refused  to  reconsider  their  vote 
passed  at  the  last  meeting,  and  refused  to  choose  a  committee  to  settle  a  line  of  division 
of  the  town,  but  voted  "  to  make  some  proposals  of  reconciliation,  to  the  westerly  part  of 
said  town,  relating  to  the  meeting-house  lately  erected ; "  and  a  committee  for  that  pur- 
pose, consistmg  of  Nathaniel  Fisher,  William  Mcintosh,  Amos  Fuller,  John  Fisher  and 
Josiah  Eaton,  was  chosen. 

At  an  adjourned  town  meeting,  held  a  week  later,  the  committee  above  named,  with  the 
substitution  of  Henry  Dewing,  for  John  Fisher,  who  declined  to  serve,  reported,  as  a  prop- 
osition to  be  voted  upon,  "  that  the  town  vote  to  free  and  exempt  the  westerly  part  of  the 
town  (from  any  cost  and  charge  about  the  meeting-house)  tuat  lieth  at  a  greater  distance, 
westwardly,  from  the  meeting-house,  than  that  part  of  the  town  that  lieth  eastwardly  of 
the  meeting-house,  where  the  meeting-house  now  stands."  This  report  was  accepted,  and 
the  vote  carried,  accordingly. 

The  first  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1774  was  dissolved,  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  the 
General  Court  did  not  again  convene,  as  such,  until  Jtily  26,  1775. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  meeting-house  was  finished,  and  the  removing  of  it  to.  another 
site  had  ceased  to  be  a  subject  of  contention.  The  project  of  dividing  the  town,  however, 
was  renewed  in  the  fourth  session  oi  the  Legislature  of  1775-76.  No  petition  for  that  pur- 
pose, of  the  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  the  town,  has  been  discovered,  but  a  peti- 
tion praying  for  a  confirmation  of  the  town  vote,  of  October  3d,  was  read  in  the  House, 
March  25,  1776,  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
resolve  for  that  purpose.  On  the  next  day,  the  House  ordered  notice  to  be  served  on  the 
town  of  Ncedham,  of  a  petition  of  "a  number  of  the  inhabitants."  It  is  probable,  there- 
fore, that  this  differed  from  the  former  petition ;  and  it  would  seem,  from  the  records  of 
the  Council,  where  the  order  of  the  House,  appointing  the  second  Wednesday  of  April, 
for  a  hearing  thereon,  was  concurred  in  on  the  twenty-eighth,  that  it  was  preferred  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  the  town,  and  contained  a  prayer  to  be  set  off  into  a 
separate  precinct  or  parish,  without  the  conditions  contained  in  the  vote  of  the  town. 

The  town  met  on  the  8th  of  April,  and  chose  a  committee,  consisting  of  John  Slack, 
Robert  Smith  and  Elienezer  Newell,  to  be  joined  with  the  selectmen,  to  answer  this  peti- 
tion.   On  the  10th,  the  General  Court  passed  the  following  order,  in  concurrence :  — 

"  Whereas  there  are  Matters  of  the  utmost  Consequence  relative  to  the  Defence  of  this 
Colony  noil)  nnder  Consideration,  that  this  Court  cannot  give  their  Attention  to  Matters 
merely  of  a  private  Nature :  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Consideration  of  the  within  Petition,  and  the  Answer,  and  all  Mat- 
ters relative  thereto,  be  referred  to  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General 
Court." —  House  Journal,  p.  106. 

On  the  fourth  of  June,  1776,  at  a  town  meeting,  the  vote  of  October  3d,  relative  to  setting 
off  the  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  the  town,  was  reconsidered,  and  it  was  voted  to 
renew  proposals  to  the  petitioners;  and  Josiah  Eaton,  Nathaniel  Fisher,  Timothy  Newell, 
Michael  Metcalf  and  Jonathan  Day  were  chosen,  "  to  draw  up  said  proposals." 

On  the  26th  of  June,  the  Legislature  postponed  the  petition,  answer,  "  and  all  matters 
relative  thereto,  to  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  session;"  and  on  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, still  another  postponement  was  ordered,  "to  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next 
session,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  parties." 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  subject  v/as  further  considered  until  the  next  General  Court. 
On  the  11th  of  June,  1777,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  John  Whetcomb,  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  Messrs.  Wood  and  Sewall,  of  the  House,  was  appointed,  "  to  consider  the  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Ncedham  and  Natick,  and  to  hear  the  parties,  and 
report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon."  The  report  of  this  committee  was  niiido  and 
accepted  the  same  day,  and  Messrs.  Powell  and  Palmer,  of  the  Council,  and  AVood, 
Nichols  and  Kimball,  of  the  House,  wei-e  appointed  "  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the 
report."  As  this  report  has  not  been  found,  its  purport  can  only  be  gathered  from  sub- 
sequent orders  and  votes.  From  these  it  appears  that  if  recommended  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  "to  repair  to  the  towns  of  Needham  and  Natick,"  hear  the  parties,  and 
report  measures  for  a  settlement  of  the  contention  Ijctween  the  two  parties  in  the  town  of 
Needham,  and  their  neighbors,  of  Natick,  who  were  opposed  to  a  union  with  the  dissatis- 
fied inhabitants  of  the  former  town,  —  the  petition  of  the  latter  having  l)een,  on  the  I'iih, 
referred  to  this  committee.  On  the  17th,  Daniel  Davis,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  on 
this  committee,  in  place  of  Joseph  Palmer,  excused. 

On  the  first  of  July,  the  committee  last  named  submitted  their  report,  which  was  read 
and  accepted  by  both  houses.  It  is  probable  that  this  report  was  merely  the  draught  of 
the  bill  of  this  act,  accompanied  by  a  verbal  introduction,  since  this  bill  appears  to  have 
had  its  first  reading  in  the  Council  on  that  day,  and  was  assigned  to  the  next  day  for  a 
second  reading. 

Here  the  matter  rested  until  the  third  session,  when,  on  the  r2th  of  September,  the 
House  assigned  the  17th,  "to  take  into  consideration  the  report"  above  mcniii>ned;  and, 
on  the  18th,  the  report  was  committed,  for  further  consideration,  to  a  joint  committee,  con- 
eisting  of  John  Taylor,  of  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Niles  and  Col  Orne,  of  the  House. 

The  report  (which  has  not  been  found)  of  the  committee  last  appointed,  was  read  and 
accepted,  by  the  Council,  on  the  '26th  of  September,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence.  The 
House  concurred,  with  sundry  amendments,  and  proposed  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
accordingly, — this  committee  to  be  "  directed  to  insert  a  clause  in  said  bill  giving  liberty 
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to  the  non-resident  proprietors  to  join  their  lands  to  the  cast  precinct  in  like  mariner  aa 
the  resident  proprietors."  In  these  amendments  the  Council  refused  to  concur ;  and  the 
House,  having  been  apprised  thereof  on  the  16tli  of  October,  ordered  the  secretary  "  to 
lay  said  report  upon  the  table."  On  the  17th.  a  committee  of  conference,  on  the  subject, 
was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Powell,  Taylor  and  Fuller,  of  the  Council,  and 
Brooks,  Green  leaf  and  Pickering,  of  the  House.  On  the  day  following,  in  accordance 
with  the  report  of  this  committee  of  conference,  the  "  petitions,  with  all  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,"  were  referred  to  the  next  session. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  "the  petitions  from  Necdham  "  were  brought  down  from  the 
Council,  with  the  vote  of  that  body  further  postponing  the  consideration  thereof  "  to  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court."  The  House  refused  to 
concur  in  this  vote,  and  assigned  Monday,  December  8th,  for  that  purpose,  to  which  the 
Council  agreed. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  following  petition  appears  to  have  been  presented  to  the  House, 
and  was  probably  considered  by  the  committee:  — 

"  To  the  Hon*.!"  the  Council  and  Hon*.'?  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  in  General  Court  Assembled  — 

The  Petition  of  Jonathan  Deming  Agent  for  the  West  part  of  the  Town  of  Needham  — 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  in  May  last  they  exhibited  a  Petition  to  this  Hone's  Court  Praying  that  a  line 
might  be  run  between  the  two  Parishes,  whereupon  the  Court  appointed  a  Com'ffto  hear 
the  Parties,  accordingly  the  Parties  from  both  Parishes  and  Natieic  mel,  and  requested 
the  favor  of  the  Hon'J'e  Court  to  chuse  another  Com'fe  to  go  upon  the  Spot  and  View  the 
premisses  and  whatever  said  Com'f."  did  all  the  said  Parties  Agreed  to  stand  by  accordingly 
a  ComV.°  was  appointed  for  that  purpose  who  went  upon  the  premisses  and  Viewed  both 
Parishcg  and  Natick,  and  made  report  to  your  Honors  how  the  dividing  line  should  run, 
which  Report  by  some  means  or  other  hath  never  yet  passed  this  Hon""  Court. — 

Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays  this  Hon":'."  Court  would  be  pleased  to  take  the 
said  Petition  and  report  into  consideration,  and  accept  of  said  Report,  and  that  the  divid- 
ing line  between  said  Parishes  should  run  Agreeable  to  said  Report, — 

And  as  in  duty  bound  shall  pray  &c 
Deer,  1777  JTona  Deming  Agent."  —  Mass.  Files:  House,  no.  ISO. 

In  the  sixth  session,  the  subject  was  revived,  and,  evidently  by  common  consent,  and 
without  discussion,  the  bill  which,  in  July  previous,  had  been  read  in  the  Council,  was,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  was  there  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
and  went  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence,  on  the  next  day.  In  the  Council  it  was  read, 
a  first  time,  on  the  24:th,  and,  on  the  25th,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed,  in  con- 
currence, to  be  engrossed.  It  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  the  House,  April  27th,  and, 
on  the  28th,  by  the  Council. 

Thus  ended  a  controversy  which  is  graphically  described  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  West,  in  his 
manuscript  journal  or  autobiography,  still  extant,  and  of  which  the  town  clerk  of  Need- 
ham  possesses  a  copy.    The  following  are  extracts  therefrom :  — 

"  On  the  17""  of  Oct.,  1773,  about  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  1  discovered  our  raeeting-honse 
to  be  on  fire.  *  *  •  It  was  undoubtedly  sat  on  fire,  by  design.  There  had  been  much  con- 
versation, and  some  warm  dispute,  with  respect  to  pulling  down  the  old  and  building  a 
new  house.  But  there  appeared  but  little  probability  that  it  could  ever  be  effected  in  an 
orderly  way,  as  some  of  the  wealthiest  peoj^le  among  us  were  zealous  for  patching  up  the 
old  house  and  making  it  answer  for  years  to  come,  as  it  had  for  many  years  before.  It  is 
then  supposable  that  some  person  who  wished  for  a  new  house,  and  saw  no  prospect  of 
obtaining  it  so  long  as  the  old  house  was  standing,  might,  in  that  wicked  and  hazardous 
way,  get  rid  of  it.  *  *  *  *  The  event  produced  great  alarm  and  confusion,  and  in  the 
the  course  of  the  day  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  came  to  view  the  smoking  ruins, 
and  some  even  wept  over  them.  Much  pains  were  taken  to  find  out  the  incen- 
diary, but  to  no  purpose ;  which  I  then  thought  and  think  still  an  happy  circumstance  as 
the  spirit  of  resentment  was  so  high  against  him  that  he  would  have  found  no  mercy  from 
the  hands  of  his  prosecutors.  *  *  *  *  The  people  were  soon  called  together,  and  after 
resolving  on  some  measures  for  detecting  the  culprit  and  bringing  him  to  punishment, 
they  agreed  in  a  vote  for  building  a  meeting-house,  but  were  very  much  divided  as  to 
the  place  where  they  should  set  it.  Many  months  passed  before  they  could  come  to  any 
decision  on  the  subject.  A  survey  of  the  town  was  taken,  but  the  centre  fell  where  it 
would  suit  neither  party.  However,  they  finally  got  a  vote,  by  a  small  majority,  to  erect 
it  on  the  old  spot.  The  opposing  party  were  extremely  exasperated,  and,  for  my  own 
part,  I  feared  they  would  use  force  to  prevent  its  going  on.  This  building  was  not  com- 
menced until  June,  1774.  A  Mr.  Blackman,  of  Stoughton,  was  the  undertaker,  and  there 
could  not  be  found  a  man  better  qualified  for  the  purpose.  The  house  was  raised,  August 
2*1  and  3'^.  They  began  to  raise  (after  a  prayer  had  been  made)  at  K  after  f),  A.  M.  The 
opposing  party  came  about  9  o'clock,  supposed  they  should  be  in  season  to  prevent  its 
going  up.  But  when  they  foimd  the  work  in  such  forwardness  they  were  discouraged, 
and  prudently  withdrew,  although  with  much  resentment  and  many  threats.  The  conse- 
quence was  a  division  of  the  town  into  two  parishes,  after  a  long,  tedious  and  expensive 
contest,  and  erecting  another  meeting-house  about  three  miles  to  the  westward  of  this." 

In  1792,  an  effort  was  made  to  procure  a  repeal  of  this  chapter,  and  to  have  the  towns 
of  Natick  and  Needham  so  divided  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  parishes  in  those  towns 
from  three  to  two.  A  bill  for  that  purpose  was  brought  in,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  a 
committee,  to  whom  the  petitions  for  division  and  the  remonstrances  against  it  had  been 
referred;  but  the  bill  f:\iled  to  pass. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussions  which  this  movement  elicited,  it  was  found  that  some 
important  papers  relating  to  the  setting  off  the  West  Precinct,  were  lost  ftom  the  score- 
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tary's  files ;  and  the  following  petition  and  certificates,  and  the  resolve  thereon,  show  how 
the  proof  of  these  lost  papers  was  established :  — 
"Commonwealth  )     To  the   Honl£,  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
of  Massachusetts  j  Court  Assembled— 

The  Petition  of  us  the  subscribers,  being  a  Committee  Chosen  by  the  first  Parish  in  the 
Town  of  Needham,  Humbly  sheweth,  That  the  General  Court  of  said  state,  in  the  Year 
1778— Did  sett  off  the  westerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Needham  to  be  a  seperate  Precinct, 
and  the  said  Court  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  Established  a  line  of  Pertition  between  the 
said  Precinct  and  the  remaining  part  of  said  Town,  with  this  kind  Indulgence  That '  If  any 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  that  Chuse  to  belong  to  and  be  a  part  of  the  Precinct  on 
the  other  side  of  said  line,  and  shall  within  Twelve  mouths  from  the  making  said  Act, 
give  their  names  into  the  Seceretary's  Office,  They  with  their  Estates  shall  be  recorded  as 
part  of  the  Parish  they  shall  so  Chuse,  and  shall  do  duty  and  receive  Priviledge  Accord- 
ingly—  And  whereas  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  living  in  the  limits  of 
said  Incorporated  Precinct  and  others  owning  land  lying  within  the  Same  did  seasonably 
take  the  advantage  of  said  Indulgence  agreeable  to  said  Act,  and  a  return  made  thereof 
to  the  Secretary's  Office  —  Notwithstanding  it  so  happeneth,  that  said  return  cannot  be 
found  in  said  Office,  and  said  signers  being  desireous  to  belong  to  the  first  Precinct  in  said 
Needham  —  Therefore  your  Humble  Petitioners  in  behalf  of  said  signers  and  the  first  Pre- 
cinct aforesaid  upon  their  request  Humbly  Pray  that  this  Honi«  Court  would  direct  the 
secretary  of  this  State  to  record  in  his  Office  the  true  Copy  of  the  Instrument  Seasonably 
signed  and  Lodged  in  said  Office  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  Act  (which  Copy  is  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Clerk  of  said  first  precinct)  together  with  the  names  of  the  signers  thereof, 
so  that  it  may  be  Established  that  they  and  their  Estates  may  belong  to  the  said  first 
Parish  in  Needham  — As  in  Duty  bound  your  Humble  Petitioners  shall  ever  Pray  — 
Needham  June  11,  1793.  W"  Mo  Intosh       ) 

Robert  Fuller     >• 

Aaron  Smith  Jun  J  Committee." —  Mass. 
Files:  Resolves,  1793. 

"  We  the  subscribers,  being  the  signers  as  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  Petition,  and  the 
Heirs  and  successors  of  some  of  said  signers,  that  are  deceased  —  being  desirous  to  still 
belongs  to  the  first  Parish  in  Needham,  as  we  always  have  been  Considered  as  belonging 
to  said  Parish  Therefore  Humbly  Pray  that  the  Honl;^  Court  would  grant  the  Pi-ayer  of 
said  Petition  — 
Needham,  June  13,  1793. 
Michael  Metcalf         Elizabeth  Slack   Royal  M".  Intosh 
Wm  Mo  Intosh  Sarah  Slack  Samuel  Welles  for  3  Estates. 

Robert  Fuller  Moses  Garfield     Stephen  Bacon, 

Ebenezer  willkison     John  Ayeks  Isaac  Bacon 

Ephraim  Ware.  Joseph  Drijry         &  SamuelWard." — Paper  annexed 

Benj;!  Slack  Mehellel  Ward       to  the  engrossment. 

"  Whereas  the  General  Court  or  Assembly  for  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  at  their 
last  Session,  Did  set  off  the  westerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Needham  in  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk to  be  a  seperate  Precinct,  by  the  name  of  the  West  Precinct —  And  y°  said  Court  in 
the  Act  of  Incorporation  Established  a  line  of  Pertition  between  the  said  Precinct  and  the 
remaining  part  of  said  Town  with  this  kind  Indulgence;  That, '  If  any  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  said  Town  that  shall  fall  on  either  side  of  the  aforesaid  line  shall  chuse  to  belong  to, 
and  be  a  part  of  the  Precinct  on  the  other  side  of  said  line,  and  shall  within  twelve  months 
from  the  making  said  Act,  give  their  names  into  the  Secretary's  Office  they  with  their 
Estates  shall  be  recorded  as  part  of  the  Parish  they  shall  so  Chuse  and  shall  do  duty  and 
receive  Priviledge  Accordingly  — 

Therefore  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  being  freeholders  and  Inhabitants 
of  said  Town  of  Needham,  some  of  whom  having  our  whole  Estates  Included  in  said 
West  Precinct,  and  others  of  us  having  our  Estates  scperated  by  said  line;  part  in  One 
Precinct  &  part  in  the  other  —  Do  hereby  signify  our  desire  &  Choice  to  be  a  part  of,  and 
belong  to  the  Easterly  Pi-ecinct  in  said  Town,  with  each  of  our  whole  Estates  on  either 
side  of  said  line ;  and  that  we  may  do  duty  and  receive  Priviledge  accordingly :  And  Pray 
that  this  mav  be  Recorded  in  thesecretary's  office  for  this  state  Agreeable  to  said  Act. 
Dated  June  23,  1778. 
JosiAii  Dewing  Joseph  Drury  Michael  Metcalf 

Asa  Gay  John  Alden  Wm  Mo  Intosh 

Isabile  Gay  Jacob  Hemenway  John  Ayers 

JoNA  Gay  Benja  Ward  John  Slade* 

Ebenezer  Gay  Stephen  Bacon  John  Slack 

Oliver  Gay  Isaac  Bacon  Samuel  Ware 

Sarah  Bacon  Aaron  Moulton  Samuel  Ware  Jun 

Henry  Dewing  Samuel  Ward  Ebenezer  Wilkinson 

Robert  Fuller  Joseph  Daniell 

Samuel  Brown.  Josiah  Newell 

I  Michael  Metcalf  of  Lawful!  age  Testify  and  Say  that  I  Delivered  the  original  of  which 
the  within  is  a  True  Copy,  to  M  f  Nathaniel  Fisher  in  order  that  he  might  deliver  the  Same 
into  the  Secretary's  office  to  be  Recorded 

Suffolk :  ss  June  y«  17'.!?  1793  Then  Appeared  the  above  Named  Michael  Metcalf,  and 
after  being  Duly  Causoned  made  oath  to  the  above  Deposition 

Before  me  Wm  Fuller  Justice  of  the  peace 

I  Nathaniel  Fisher  of  Lawful!  age  Testify  and  say  that  M'  Michael  Metcalf  delvered  the 

*  "BeiJ»  Handscom  ?,"  interlined  in  a  different  handwriting. 
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paper  mentioned  in  the  above  Deposition  to  me  and  I  delvered  the  same  to  the  secretary 
of  the  then  State  within  the  time  Limited  in  the  within  Recited  Act 

June  18  1793  NathIi   Fishbr 

Suffolk  S3  June  18"»  1793    Then  the  ahove  named  Nath"  Fisher  appeared  and  after 
being  Duly  cautioned  mad  oath  to  the  above  Deposition  by  him  subscribed 

Before        Stepn  JMetoalf  Justice  Pacis. 

N  B  Annexed  in  conformity  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Couit  of  the  22'}  of  June 
1793."— Ibid. 

"  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts    In  Senate  Juno  21^'  1793.* 

On  the  Petition  of  Michael  Metcalf  and  others  Settinij  forth  that  an  Act  of  the  General 
Court  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  and 
Seventy  Eight,  for  incorporating  the  westerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Needham  in  the  County 
of  Suffolli  into  a  Separate  Corporation  by  the  Name  of  the  West  precinct  in  Needham, 
among  other  things  did  provide, '  that  if  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town,  who  shall 
fixll  on  Either  side  of  the  aforesaid  Line,  sliould  Choose  to  belong  to,  and  be  a  Part  of  the 
Precinct  on  the  other  side  of  said  Line,  and  should  within  twelve  months,  from  passing 
the  same  Act,  give  their  Names  into  the  secretary's  Offlce,  they  with  their  Estates  should 
be  recorded  as  part  of  the  Parish  they  should  so  choose,  and  should  do  Duty  and  receive 
privilege  accordingly :  *  and  whereas  the  said  Michael  Metcalf  and  others  according  to  the 
Provision  of  said  Act,  did  give  their  Names  into  the  secretary's  office,  but  by  misfortune, 
and  not  by  any  Fault  or  Neglect  of  the  Persons  interested,  the  Paper  to  which  their 
Names  were  Subscribed,  is  lost  or  mislaid,  and  no  Record  containing  the  same,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  said  otiice. 

Resolved  that  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  he,  and  he  is  hereby  Authorised,  to 
receive  into  his  Offlce  and  record  the  Copy  of  the  said  subscription  paper  containing  the 
names  given  in  to  the  secretary  as  aforesaid,  which  Copy  is  proved  by  the  Oaths  of 
Michael  Metcalf  and  Nathaniel  Fisher,  and  the  same  Copy  shall  l)e  considered  as  original 
and  shall  have  the  same  Force  and  Effect,  which  the  original  Paper  would  or  ouglit  to 
have  had  in  Case  the  same  had  been  preserved  and  Recorded  and  the  Persons,  whose 
Names  were  so  given  in  to  the  secretary,  a  their  Heirs,  or  Assigns  B  shall  do  duty  and 
receive  Privileges  accordingly.  sent  down  for  concurrence  _ 

SaM^  PHILLIP8     PSdt  — 

In  the  Honse  of  Represent^  June  22  1793  Read  &  Concurred  with  an  amendment  at  a. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Wm  Tudor     Sp.  pro  Temp 

dele  from  a  to  ^  —  &  insert '  as  aforesaid ' 

In  Senate  June  22d  1793  —  Read  &  concurred  Sam^  Phillips  PFldt 

Approved  John  Hancock." — Mass.  Files:  Resolves,  1793. 

Chap.  32.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  brought  down,  April  17,  1778,  from  the  Council, 
where  it  had  been  read  twice  and  passed  to  be  engrossed.  It  was  read  in  the  House,  a 
first  time,  on  the  same  day,  and,  on  the  27th,  it  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  in  con- 
currence, to  be  engrossed,  and,  on  the  following  day,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted  in  both 
branches. 

Chap,  33.  On  the  19th  of  October,  1776,  Messrs.  Sergeant,  Pickering  and  Otis  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  "impowering  the  justices  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judi- 
cature, &c.,  when  it  appears  expedient,  to  continue  any  causes  brought  before  them,  by 
appeal  from  any  of  the  maritiine  courts,  in  this  state,  to  the  next  session,  in  any  county 
within  the  same  district."  Five  days  later,  this  committee  was  ordered  to  "consider  and 
bring  in  a  clause  to  prevent  persons  fixing  out  vessels  from  this  state,  and  trading  with  the 
British  dominions;  and  also  to  revise  the  maritime  law,  and  propose  such  alterations  as 
they  may  judge  necessary,"  and  Messrs.  Murray  and  Coffin  were,  at  the  same  time, 
appointed  upon  the  committee,  in  place  of  Messrs.  Sergeant  and  Otis,  who  were  absent. 

No  report  by  this  committee  has  been  discovered:  which  isprobal)ly  explained  by  the 
fact  that  the  following  order  for  a  joint  committee  upon  the  same  subject  superseded  the 
prior  appointment :  — 

"  Oct.  31,  1776.  Daniel  Hopkins,  ^sq;  brought  down  from  the  honorable  Board,  the 
following  vote  of  Council,  vis.  In  Council,  October  31,  1776.  On  motion,  0;-rfprerf,That 
David  Sewall  and  Francis  Dana,  Esquires,  with  such  as  the  honorable  House  shall  join, 
be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration,  the  several  laws  and  resolves.of  this  State,  rela- 
tive to  Maritime  matters;  some  of  which  have  never  been  puljlished;  and  to  bring  in  a 
bill  with  such  alterations,  amendments  and  additions,  as  to  them  may  seem  meet,  reducing 
the  whole  into  one  act.  Sent  down  for  concurrence.  Read  and  concurred,  and  Mr. 
Metcalf,  of  Dedham,  Jadge  Sergeant  and  Judge  Sullivan,  are  joined."  —  House  Journal, 
p.  140." 

No  further  proceeding,  either  by  the  committee  or  by  either  branch  of  the  liCgislature, 
has  been  discovered  until  April  11,  1778,  when  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read,  a  first 
time,  in  the  Council.  On  the  13th,  it  had  its  second  reading  in  the  Council,  was  there 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence.  In  the  House,  this  bill  was  read 
a  first  time  on  the  13th,  and  a  second  time  on  the  16th;  and,  on  the  23th,  was  passed,  in 
concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  an  amendment  by  which  the  word  "  foreigners  "  was 
substituted  for  "aliens "in  the  third  section.  On  the  29th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be 
enacted. 

Supplementary  7iote  to  chapter  \%.  —  An  imperfect  copy  of  the  House  Journals  for  the 
political  year  1776-77,  in  the  libraiy  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  enables  us  to 
trace  1  he  movement  resulting  in  the  passage  of  this  chapter,  back  to  "Jannary  6,  1777, 
wlu  n  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  prescriliing  and  ciljoining  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  this 
state,"  was  read  a  first  time-  It  was  read  again  on  the  foil  .wing  day,  and  ihen,  "after 
debate  tlureon,  ordered,  that  the  matter  should  suliside."  The  subject  was  renewed  in  the 
Kousc,  on  the  24th  of  March,  by  the  introduction  of  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  which  pro- 
ceeded to  enactment  as  nan-atcd  in  the  note  on  p.  838,  ante. 

•  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  XLVXU. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  THE  Twenty-seventh  day  of  May,  A.D.  1778. 


CHAPTER    1. 

A.N  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  CERTAIN  LANDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
SUFFOLK,  FORMERLY  BELONGING  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  DORCHESTER, 
BUT  NOW  TO  THE  TOWNS  OF  WRENTHAM,  WALPOLE,  STOUGHTON 
AND  STOUGHTONHAM,  WITH  THE  INHABITANTS  LIVING  THEREON, 
INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  FOXBOROUGH. 

Whereas  a  number  of  inhabitants  belonging  to  the  towns  of  Wren-  Preamble 
tham,  Walpole,  Stonghton  and  Stoughtonham,  have  represented  to 
this  court  the  inconveuienc[i]es  they  labour  under  on  account  of  their 
distance  from  the  places  of  public  worship  in  the  several  towns  to 
which  they  now  belong,  and  have  earnestly  and  repeatedly  requested 
that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  town, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  bij  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.    1.]      That  such  part  of  the  towns  of  Wrentham,  Walpole,  Part  of  the 
Stoughton  and  Stoughtonham  as  are  included  in  the  following  bounds  ;  tham!  Waipo^cj 
viz™.,  begin rnlinsj  at  the  countv  line,  by  Sfcl  ffclull  Meadow,  so  called,  stougbton,  and 
and  from  thence  proceedmg  in  the  range  hne  that  runs  over  Cow  Hill,  incorporated 
until[l]  it  comes  to  the  Norton  road  ;  and  from  thence,  a  str[eigh][ai]t  {heVara7of^^ 
line,  to  the  south-cast  corner  of  Ijenia[?/iiu]  Fairbank's  home  Iot[t]  ;  Foxborongh. 
and  from  thence,  running  north-west  and  north-easterly,  in  the  line  of 
said  Fairbank's  farm,  until[l]  it  comes  to  the  west  end  of  the  furnace 
dam,  —  excluding  the  furnace  land  and  buildings  to  Stoughtonham  ; 
and  from  thence,  a  str[eighj  [ai]t  line,  until[l]  it  comes  to  the  bridge  by 
Capt.  Elkanah  Billings's  ;  and  from  thence,  on  the  road,  southwardly, 
until [1]   it  comes  to  the  line  between  Capt[ain]  Samuel  Billings  and 
his  son  ;  thence,  on  the  line  between  them,  to  the  north-west  corner  of 
Capt.  Samuel  Billing[s]'s  pasture  ;  thence,  the  same  course,  in  the  line 
of  Major  Samuel  Billings's  land,  until[lj  it  comes  to  Col"^"^.  Royal's  farm, 
—  excluding  the  home  lot[t]  that  was  Capt[ain]  Elkanah  Billings's, 
to  remain  to  the  town  of  Stoughtonham,  and  the  home  lot [t]  of  Nathan 
Clark,  jun'^'"^.,    to   be    included  within   the   new  incorporation;    from 
thence,  on  the  line  of  Colf^"^.  Royal's  farm,  until [1]  it  comes  to  the 
north-east  corner  ;  thence,  on  the  northwardly  line  of  said  farm,  un(il[l] 
it  comes  to  the  north-west  corner  of  it ;  fr^m  thence,  a  str[eigh][a?jt 
line,  to  Dedliam  Rock,  so  called  (or  AValpole  Corner) ,  to  the  line  of  the 
land  of  Thomas  Mann  ;  thence,  with  the  line   of   the   land   of  said 
Thomas  Mann,   until[l]   it  comes   to  a  str[eigh][at]t  line  from   the 
crotche[d][i]    black-oak   stump   standing  by  the  road  leadinij  from 
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Stoughton  to  Wrentham  (which  was  Dorchester's  old  line) ,  to  At- 
t[ZJe[l] borough  Corner;  thence,  a  str[eigh]  [f«"]t  line,  to  said  Att[?]e[l]- 
boroughCornerwhere  it  meets  with  the  county  line,  —  excluding  and 
leaving  Thomas  Brasto[w][ii],  with  his  buildings  and  home  place,  and 
also  so  much  of  Thomas  Mann's  land  as  now  joins  to  his  home  place,  to 
remain  and  belong  to  the  town  of  Wrentham :  and  where  it  shall  so 
happen  that  this  incorporating  line  divides  the  land  of  any  person  living 
near  the  same  (so  far  as  it  concerns  the  inhabitants  of  Wrentham  and 
Foxborough) ,  said  lands  shall  be  held  to  be  taxed  on  that  side  the  line 
that  the  proprietor  dwells ;  and  from  thence,  turning  easterly,  and 
running  on  said  county  line  until [1]  it  comes  to  the  first-mentioned 
bounds,  — be,  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of 
Foxborough,  and  invested  w[i]th  all  powers,  pr[e]p]vileges  and  im- 
munities that  towns  in  this  state  do  or  may  enjoy. 
Aiid  be  it  further  enacted, 
Certain  persons       tSect.  2.1     That  Eleazcr  Robbius,   Daniel  Morse,  Elisha  Morse, 

shall  remain  to  L  ,,     -•-,-.,  -r^        .-it-.    .,r-.-ir   h  • -i  -»»■  t-.        -i  r-,    ■, 

the  town  to  widow  Marv  Patten,  David  Patt|iJ[e]n,  widow  Mary  Boy  den,  bolo- 
be^onV''^^  "^"^  mon  Morse,"  Uriah  Atherton,  Sam'uel  Morse,  Josiah  Hodges,  Benja- 
min Hodges,  John  Ev[e]rett,  Eliphalet  Hodges,  Josiah  Blanchard, 
Isaac  Pratt,  Joseph  Pratt,  Josepli  Gilbert,  with  their  estates,  shall 
remain  to  the  towns  to  which  they  now  belong  ;  and  all  such  persons 
as  are  included  in  the  aforesaid  incorporating  line,  which  were  for- 
merly annexed  to  the  north  precinct  in  Norton,  now  Mansfield,  to  do 
duty  and  receive  privilege  respecting  divine  worship,  shall  still  enjoy 
the  same,  unless  any  of  them  shall  choose  to  belong  to,  and  join  with, 
the  inhabitants  of  Foxborough  for  that  purpose,  —  which  they  shall 
have  liberty  so  to  do :  provided,  -they  or  any  of  them  give  in  their 
names  to  the  town  clerk  of  Foxborough,  any  time  within  the  term  of 
eighteen  months  from  the  passing  this  act ;  in  which  case  such  person 
or  persons  shall  not  be  held  to  pay  taxes  to  the  town  of  Mansfield,  for 
the  support  of  a  minister,  but  to  the  town  of  Foxborough, 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

TSect.  3.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Foxborough  shall 
pay  their  proportion  of  all  state,  county,  and  town,  taxes  ah'eady 
granted  to  be  raised  in  the  several  towns,  respectively,  to  which  they 
lately  did  belong,  and  be  held  to  raise  Lheir  quota  of  men  for  the  Con- 
tinental service,  and  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  charges  of  repre- 
sentatives for  the  year  past,  in  the  several  towns  aforesaid. 
Be  it  also  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  inhabitants  living  within  the  bounds  aforesaid, 
who  are  not  included  in  the  above  exceptions,  and  who,  in  the  late 
taxes,  in  the  several  towns  aforesaid,  were  rated  one  half  part  so  much 
for  their  estates  and  faculties  as  for  one  single  poll,  shall  be  taken  and 
holden  to  be  qualified,  and  be  allowed,  to  vote  in  their  first  meeting  for 
the  choice  of  oflicers,  and  such  other  meetings  as  may  be  called  in 
said  town  of  Foxborough,  until[l]  a  valu[e]ation  of  estates  shall  be 
made  by  assessors  there. 
And  he  it  farther  enacted, 
Benjamin  Guild,       [Sect.  5.]     That  Benja[mi'?i]  Guild,  Esqi^'^  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
h/caiungthe'^'     authori[z]  [.sjcd  and  required  to  issue  his  warrant  to  one  of  the  prin- 
flrst meeting.      cipal  inhabitants  of  said  town,  authorising  and  requiring  him  to  warn 
the  inhabitants,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  to  meet  together  at  such  time 
and  place  as  shall  be  expressed  in  said  warrant,  to  ch[u][oo]se  such 
ofl3cers  as  towns  are  authori[z][s]ed  by  law  to  ch[u][ot>]se,   and 
transact  other  lawful[l]  matters  as  shall  be  expi-essed  in  s[aijd  war- 
rant.    \_Passed  Jane  10. 
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CHAPTEE    2. 

AN  ACT  FOR  TAKING  AFFIDAVITS    OUT  OF  COURT,  IN  CERTAIN  CASES 
NOT  ALREADY  PROVIDED  FOR. 

Wheeeas  no  provision  is  made  for  taking  affidavits  out  of  court,  Preamble, 
where  the  persons  whose   testimonies  are  wanted  are  inlisted  in  the 
service  of  this  or  the  United  States, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  ia  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  in  such  cases,  affidavits  may  be  taken  and  used  in  Persons  who 
like  manner,  and  with  the  same  restrictions,  as  the  depositions  of  per-  servt^e'o'ffhis'^'' 
sons  bound  to  sea  may,  by  law,  be  taken  and  used.  or  the  united 

[Sect.  2.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  fhfaffiSs'"'^ 
two  years,  and  no  longer.     \ Passed  June  11.  taken  out  of 

•^  '  o  L  court. 


CHAPTER    3. 

AN  ACT  TO  IMPOWER  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  A  NEW  TOWNSHIP  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  CALLED  PEARSONTOWN,  TO  LAY  A 
YEARLY  TAX,  NOT  EXCEEDING  A  PENNY  PER  ACRE,  FOR  THE  TERM 
OF  FIVE  YEARS,  UPON  THE  UNIMPROVED  LANDS  THERE,  AND  TO 
SUBJECT  THE  LANDS  OF  SUCH  AS  SHALL  REFUSE  OR  NEGLECT  TO 
PAY  THE  SAME,  TO  BE  SOLD  FOR  THE  PAYMENT  THEREOF. 

Whereas  the  proprietors  of  a  new  township  called  Pearsoutown,  Preamble, 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  have  petitioned  this  court,  shewing 
that  they  have  occasion  to  raise  monies,  for  the  support  of  the  gospel, 
making  and  repairing  roads  and  bridges,  running  and  marking  the 
lines  of  their  lot[t]s,  and  other  necessary  charges  of  compleating  the 
settlement  of  that  township,  but  that  by  reason  of  their  having  divided 
most  of  their  lands  there  into  lot[t]s,  and  drawn  the  same,  their 
former  method,  by  law  prescribed,  of  laying  taxes  on  their  several  1753.54,  chap.  i. 
rights,  is  inconvenient,  and,  where  the  same  right  is  owned  by  differ- 
ent persons,  in  several  lotts,  may,  in  many  cases,  work  injustice  ;  and 
therefore  praying  that  they  may  be  impowered  to  lay  a  tax  upon  every 
unimproved  lot[t]  there,  for  a  certain  time,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said,— 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  aiifhonty  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1 .]    That  the  proprietors  of  said  township  be,  and  they  hereby  Proprietors  of 
are,  impowered,  sometime  in  the  present  year,  1778,  and  once  in  every  pearsJIuown 
year  for  the  term  of  four  years  next  succeeding  the  present,  at  a  meet-  forthet<pace'of 
ing  called  and  held  in  the  method  already  last  agreed  on  by  them  for  pnwcred'to'iay 
calling  their  meetings,  to  lay  a  tax,  not  exceeding  one  penny  per  acre,  ccedin"''* ''^" 
upon   every  thirty-acre  lot[t]    and   every  hundred-nci'c?    lot [t]  there  penny  per  acre, 
(except  such  lot[t]s  as  belong  to  the  minister  there,  or  are  appro-  proved'iaud!'"' 
priated  for  the  use  of  the  ministry,  or  support  of  schools,  and  except 
every  other  l<)t[t],  of  which  five  acres  shall  be  cleared  and  brought 
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to,  SO  as  to  be  fit  for  mowing  or  ploughing),  and  appropriate  the 
monies  arising  by  said  tax  to  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as 
they  shall  judge  necessary.  And  at  each  of  said  meetings  said  pro- 
prietors shall  and  may  choose  a  committee  of  three  persons,  which 
committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  publish  said  tax,  at  the 
proprietors'  cost,  by  posting  up  the  same  in  said  Pearsontown,  and  in 
Falmouth  in  the  same  county,  in  some  public  place,  and  by  causing 
the  same  to  be  inserted  in  one  or  more  of  the  Boston  weekly  news- 
papei's,  for  three  weeks  successively ;  and  in  said  publication  shall 
require  the  owners  of  said  lot[t]s  to  pay  said  tax  to  said  proprietors' 
treasurer  ;  and  advertise  a  time,  and  place  in  said  county,  for  the  sale  of 
so  much  of  every  lot[t],  the  tax  upon  which  shall  remain  due  and 
unpaid  at  the  time  appointed  for  such  sale,  as  shall  be  necessary,  in 
the  judgment  of  said  committee,  or  major  part  of  them,  to  pay  said 
tax,  with  charges  of  sale  and  conveyance  :  the  said  time  of  sale  to  be 
thirty  days  at  least  after  such  publication. 
Lands  liable  to  [Sect.  2.]  And  the  Said  committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  are 
theTax.  "^  *  hereby  authori[z][s]ed  and  impowered,  at  the  time  and  place  adver- 
tised for  that  purpose,  as  aforesaid,  at  public  vendue,  to  sell  so  mu*ch 
of  every  lot[t]  there,  the  tax  upon  which,  or  any  part  of  it,  shall 
then  remain  due  and  unpaid,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  pay  the 
same,  with  charges  of  sale  and  conveyance,  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  will  offer  most  for  the  same  ;  and  to  make,  execute  and  acknowl- 
edge a  good  and  lawful [1]  deed  or  deeds  for  conveyance  of  the  same, 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  in  fee  simple  ;  w[/a]ch  deed  or  deeds, 
being  also  recorded  according  to  law,  shall  be  good  and  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  in  law,  for  the  conveying  such  lands  to  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers,  his,  her,  or  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And 
said  committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  may  adjourn  and  continue 
said  vendue  from  time  to  time  until[l]  all  delinquent  owners'  lots,  or  so 
much  of  them  as  shall  be  necessary,  are  sold,  if  for  want  of  time  or 
purchasers  they  cannot  sell  the  whole  on  the  day  appointed,  or  they 
shall  judge  it  for  the  interest  of  such  delinquent  owners  so  to  do. 
And  the  said  committee  shall  make  out  two  fair  lists  of  all  lot[t]s,  or 
parts  of  lots,  sold,  expressing  the  sums  they  sold  for,  and  to  whom 
they  were  sold,  under  their  hands,  or  the  hands  of  the  major  part  of 
them,  and  deliver  one  of  those  lists  to  the  said  proprietors'  clerk,  to 
be  filed  in  his  office,  and  the  other  to  the  said  proprietors'  treasurer ; 
also  a  fair  account  of  the  charges  of  sale  and  conveyance  ;  and  shall 
immediately  pay  over  all  the  monies  arising  by  such  sales,  to  said 
treasurer,  deducting  said  charges ;  said  account[s]  of  which,  they 
shall  also  deliver  to  said  treasurer.  And  the  said  treasurer  shall  give 
them  a  recei])t  for  said  monies,  and  shall  divide  said  charges  among 
all  the  lot[t]s  the  whole  or  part  of  which  were  sold,  according  to  the 
quantity  so  sold  ;  and  if  the  sum  arising  from  the  sale  of  any  lot[t]  or 
part  of  a  lot[t],  deducting  its  proportion  of  said  charges,  still  ex- 
ceeds the  tax  laid  upon  it,  the  said  treasurer  shall  pay  such  overplus 
money  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lot[ti],  if  he  or  they  demand 
the  same  in  two  years  from  the  time  of  sale  ;  otherwise  it  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  said  proprietors,  and  appropriated  to  the  same  purposes 
with  the  taxes  aforesaid. 
Provided,  always,  — 
Twrrirs  of  the''*'  [Sect.  3.]  That  the  owner  of  every  Iot[t]  or  part  of  a  lot[t]  sold, 
land  shall  be  ai-  shall  havc  eighteen  months  from  the  time  of  sale  allowed  him  to  redeem 
mmuhs  to're^"  the  samc,  and  upon  payment  or  legal  tender,  within  that  time,  to  the 
deem  it.  purchaser  or  purchasers,  his  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  of  the  principal 
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Slim  the  land  sold  for,  with  double  interest,  cost  of  recording  the 
deed,  and  costs  of  improvements,  if  any  there  shall  be,  such  purchaser 
or  purchasers,  his  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  at  the  cost  of  such 
owner,  reconvey,  by  a  proper  deed,  to  be  executed  and  acknowledged 
according  to  law,  such  lot[t],  or  part  of  a  lot[t],  to  such  owner,  and 
in  case  of  refusal,  be  liable  to  his  action  for  recovery  of  the  same, 
with  damages  for  his  refusal.  And  the  business  of  said  meetings  to 
be  held  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  expressed  in  the  application 
and  warning  for  the  same  ;  and  any  other  articles  may  be  therein  in- 
serted upon  which  the  said  proprietors  may  lawfully  act  and  vote. 
\^Pas9ed  June  13. 


OHAPTEK     4. 


AN  ACT  FOR  FURTHER  PROLONGING  THE  TIME  FOR  CALLING  IN  THE 
BILLS  OF  CREDIT  OF  THIS  STATE,  NOT  ON  INTEREST. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  court  that  the  time  limitted,  by  a  late  Preamble, 
act,  for  prolonging  the  time  for  calling  in  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  1^^7-78,  chap.  27. 
state,  not  on  interest,  was  not  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  andby  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  time  for  calling  in  the  said  bills  of  credit,  and  ^^°]°;;^f';^^„^^^ 
exchanging  them  for  treasurer's  notes,  be  further  prolonged  to  the  in  the'biiisof 
first  day  of  December  nest ;  and  that  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  ^[.^'j' °^  ^'''^ 
is, directed  to  exchange  said  bills  accordingly  ;  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]     That  all  notes  which  shall  be  issued  by  the  treasurer  Notes  to  bear 
for  any  sums  of  this  state's  monev  which  he  may  receive  by  virtue  of  thelwasu'rer"* 
this  act,   shall  bear  date  at   the^  time   such  sums  shall  be  by  him  ^^;;J^_''''<="^^  ^^'^ 
received.     \_Passcd  June  4. 


CHAPTER     5. 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  FORGING,  ALTERING  OR  COUNTERFEITING 
THE  STATE-LOTTERY  TICKETS. 

Whereas  this  court  have  established  a  lottery  for  the  benefit  of  the  Preamble. 
officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  this  state,  and  now  doing  duty  in 
the  Continental  Army  ;  and  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  such  penalties 
by  law  be  annexed  as  shall  effectually  prevent  the  forging,  counter- 
feiting or  altering  said  lottery  tickets,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

TSect.  1.1     That  if  any  person  shall  presume  to  forge,  counterfeit  vm^ytor 

L  ■  J        ,  .    y    '^         ,  .    ,      ,      ,  1        1  1  ci.  „    1        counterfeiting 

or  alter,    any  lottery  ticket  which  hath    been   or  hereafter    may  be  gtate-iottery 
made  by  order  and  under  the  authority  of  this  state,  or  shall  make  "<=^<^'8- 
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aiiy  false  form  of  a  lottery  ticket  purporting  to  be  a  lottery  ticket 
made  and  issued  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  pass  or  sell  any  such  false, 
forged,  counterfeited  or  altered  lottery  ticket,  or  any  false  form  of  a 
lottery  ticket,  purporting  to  be  a  lottery  ticket  made  and  issued  by 
order  and  under  the  authority  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be 
false,  forged,  counterfeited  or  altered,  or  that  shall  advise  or  assist  in 
the  forging,  altering,  counterfeiting  or  making  any  such  ticket  as 
afoi-esaid ;  every  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted 
before  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize,  etc.,  shall  be 
punished  by  being  set  on  the  gallows  for  the  space  of  one  hour,  with 
a  rope  round  his  neck,  and  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand pounds,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  the  conviction 
may  be,  to  the  use  of  this  state  ;  and  suffer  not  more  than  twelve 
months'  imprisonment,  nor  less  than  three  ;  and  be  publickly  whipped, 
not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes  ;  or  shall  suffer  only  part  of  the  afore- 
going punishments,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  the 
conviction  shall  be,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  offence  ;  and 
shall  pay  to  the  person  or  persons  defrauded  treble  damages. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
Reward  for  In.  [Sect.  2.]  That  any  pci'son  who  shall  make  discovery  and  give 
orma  ion.  information  of  any  offences  committed  against  this  act,  so  that  the 

offender  shall  be  brought  to  punishment  (provided  the  informer  is  no 
party  to  such  offence),  shall  receive,  as  a  reward  therefor,  upon  every 
conviction,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  state,  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds. 
\_Passed  June  16. 


CHAPTER    6. 


AN  ACT  FOE,  PROLONGING  THE  TIME  FOR  ADMINIST[E]  RING  THE  OATH, 
OR  AFFIRMATION,  OF  FIDELITY  AND  ALLEGIANCE. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS,by  law,  itis  required  that  the  oath,  or  affirmation,  of  fidel- 

and25.'°'  .  ity  and  allegiaucc  he  administered  to  all  commissioned  officers,  both 
civil  and  military,  and  attornies-at-law,  in  this  state,  by  the  [20] 
[twentie']th  day  of  June,  in  the  present  year,  otherwise  that  such  per- 
son be  considered  as  disqualified  to  act  in  either  of  said  offices  or 
places ;  which  time  does  not  appear  to  this  court  sufficient  for  that 
purpose,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  RepreseMatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
Prolonging  the         [Sect.  1.1     That  the  time  for  administlelring  said  oath,  or  affirma- 

tini6  tor  JitltniD-  l  _i  l.    _i         o  ' 

isteringthe         tiou,  of  fidelity  aud  allegiaiire,  be  prolonged  to  the  [30][^/^/riie]th  day 

i\on,'o{i^\Hy'  o^  September,  in  the  present  year ;  and  that  no  person  be  considered 

and  allegiance,    ^xs  disqualified  from  acting  in  any  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  before  the 

expiration  of  said  time,   a\tho[^ngh']  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid 

be  not  to  them  admiuist[e]red ;  any  law  of  this  state  to  the  contrary 

notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
Militia  officers         [Sect.   2.]     That   the    commanding   officer   of    each    regiment   of 
sfiUoath'byor^  militia  in  this  state,  require  and  enjoin  every  militia  officer  under  his 
before  the  aothof  command,  to  take  said  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  by  or  before  the 
cptein  er.         [30]  [i/i'"/'^je]th  day  of  September  aforesaid.     \_Passed  June  18. 
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CHAPTER    7. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  NEW  BOSTON, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF 
GRAY. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  plantation  called  New  Boston,  in  Preamble, 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  have  represented  to  this  court  the  great 
difficulties  and  inconveniences  they  labour  under  in  their  present  situ- 
ation, and  have  earnestly  requested  that  they  may  be  incorporated 
into  a  town, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

rSECT.  1.1     That  the  said  plantation  called  New  Boston,  bounded  Bounds  of  the 
as  follows  ;  vizi^'^.,  south-easterly,  on  North  Yarmouth  ;  north-easterly,  town  ciiiied 
on  New  Glo  [li]  cester ;  north-westerly,  on  a  plantation  called  Ray-  ^""^y- 
mond-town,  and   south-westerly,  on   Windham, — be  and  hereby  is 
erected   into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Gray ;  and  that  the  inhabitants 
thereof  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  invested  with  all  the  powers,  priv- 
ile[fZ]ges  and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  within  this 
state  do  or  may  by  law  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.   2.]     That  the  Honorable  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq'^''^,  be,  and  p°"m^"°E^ 
he  hereby  is,  [i]  [e]mpowered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  first^einpowered 
principal  inhabitant  of  SDid  town,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabit-  ing'^of  the^in'.'^^'' 
ants  thereof  to  meet,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  habitants, 
forth,   to  choose  all  such  officers  as  towns  are, by  law, required  and 
[e]  [*]mpowered  to  choose  in  the  month  of  March,  annually  ;  at  which 
said  meeting  all  the  then  present  inhabitants  upwards  of  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote.     ^Passed  June  19. 


CHAPTER    8. 

AN   ACT  PROVIDING  FOR  THE    CHOICE   OF  COUNTY  TREASURERS,  IN 
CERTAIN  CASES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou-  f/glf™''^^-^  27 
sand  six  hundred  and  ninety-two,  [e][i]ntitled  "An  Act  for  set[t]-  gi."'  ''^  ^^'  ' 
ling  of  the  bounds,  and  defraying  of  public  and  necessary  charges 
arising  within  each  respective  county  in  this  province,"  it  was  (among 
other  "things)  enacted,  "  that[e]  there  be  a  county  treasnrer,aniuially, 
chosen  for  each  respective  county,  being  a  freeholder  within  the  same, 
and  to  be  chosen  by  the  votes  of  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  each  respective  town,  duly  qualified  as  is  provided  by  the  act  for 
the  choice  of  selectmen  and  other  town  officers  ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
such  votes  to  be  given  in  writing,  and  sealed  up  by  the  constable,  by 
him  to  be  kept  and  returned  into  the  *  quarter  sessions  to  be  held  for 
said  county,  then*  to  be  opened  and  sorted  by  such  person*  as  the  court 
should*  appoint,  in  presence  of  the  justices;  and  the  person  having 
the  majority  of  the  said  votes,  should*  be  treasurer  of  that  county  for 
that  year,"  &c.,  as  by  said  act  more  fully  appears  ;  buj  no  provision  is 

*  The  text  varies  somewhat  from  the  language  of  the  act  quoted. 
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made  in  the  said  act,  for  the  choice  of  treasurer  in  cases  wherein  it 
appears,  by  the  counting  and  sorting  said  votes,  that  no  person  has  a 
majority,  or  in  case  of  the  death  or  removal,  or  non-acceptance  of  the 
person  so  chosen  ;  wherefore,  for  preventing  of  sucli  inconveniences  for 
the  future, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
\era'\l  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
Two  justices,  That  wheu  and  so  often  as  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  office  frl 

giiorumunus,  to  ,  J  i  i  L    J 

call  a  meeting,  of  treasurer  withm  any  of  the  counties  ni  this  state,  by  reason  of 
for^tiie'choi'crof  ^^J  ^^  the  causcs  abovc  mentioned,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful[l]  for 
county  treas-  any  two  or  more  of  the  justices  within  such  county,  (7'6or'/?7i  anus, 
and  they  are  hereby  impowered,  to  grant  out  their  warrant,  directed  to 
the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  in  the  county,  ordering  them  forth- 
with to  convene  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants,  qualified  by 
law  to  vote  for  selectmen  and  other  town  officers,  and  proceed  to  the 
choice  of  some  meet  person  for  treasurer  of  said  county,  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  prescribed  in  the  act  above  recited.  The  said  justices 
shall  also  make  out  their  warrants,  returnable  to  themselves  on  a  cer- 
tain day,  as  soon  as  can  conveniently  be  done,  du-ecting  the  said 
selectmen  to  seal  up  the  votes  for  treasurer,  and  return  them,  together 
with  said  warrant.  And  the  abovesaid  justices  shall,  at  the  same 
time,  give  out  their  notifications,  to  the  other  justices  of  said  county, 
of  their  proceedings  herein,  desiring  them  to  meet,  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  return  of  said  warrants,  at  some  certain  place  in  the 
shire  town  in  said  county.  And  the  justices  so  met[t]  shall  proceed 
to  open  and  sort  the  votes ;  and  the  person  having  the  most  votes 
shall  be  treasurer  for  such  county  until  [1]  the  time  appointed  by  law 
for  the  choice  of  treasurers  throughout  this  state.     \_Passed  June  19. 


CHAPTER  9. 

AN  ACT  TO  DIRECT  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPEIlIO[U]R  COURT  OF 
JUDICATURE,  COURT  OF  ASSIZE  AND  GENERAL  GOAL  DELIVERY,  TO 
TRY  CERTAIN  PERSONS  NOW  CONFINED  IN  THE  GOAL  AT  NORTH- 
AMPTON, IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  AND  IN  THE  GOAL  AT 
GREAT  BARRINGTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE;  AND  FOR 
PROCURING  EVIDENCE  TO  BE  USED  IN  SAID  TRIALS. 

Preamble.  "Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  or  law  of  this  government,  made  and 

iH6-77,chap.32,  pj^ggg(j  j^  ^\^q  yg^r  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  intitled  "An  Act  against  treason  and  mispris[/]on  of 
treason,  and  for  regulating  trials  in  such  cases,  and  for  directing  the 
mode  of  ex[e]cuting  judgments  against  persons  attainted  of  felony," 
it  is  provided,  "That  all  manner  of  offences  made  and  declared  by  that* 
act,  or  which  should*  thereafter*  be  made  and  declared  by  any  other* 
laws  or  statutes  of  this  state,  to  be  treason  or*  mispris[i]on  of  trea- 
son, or  concealment  of  treason,  which  should  thereafter*  be  done,  per- 
petrated or  committed  by  any  person  or  persons  without  the  limits  of 
this  state,  should*  be  inquired  of,  heard  and  determined  before  the 
justices  of  the  superio[u]r  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and 
general  goal  delivery,  within  such  county  as  the  supreme  executive 
power  should  *  order  and  direct,  by  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  same 

*  The  text  varies,  here.frora  the  language  of  the  act  quoted. 


[1st  Sess.j  Province  Laws.  — 1778-79.  883 

[revolutionary  period  —  "  STATE."] 

county,  in  like  manner  and  form,  and  *  to  all  intentS  and  purposes  as  if 
such  treasons,  misp^is[^■]ons*  of  treasons,  or  concealment  of  treasons,* 
had  been  done,  perpetrated  and  committed  within  the  same  county  ; " 
a7id  ivhereas  several  persons,  subjects  of  this  state,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  same,  are  now,  on  suspicion  of  treason  committed  without  the 
limits  of  this  state,  confined  in  the  common  goals  in  Northampton,  in 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  in  the  common  goal  in  Great  Barring- 
ton,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  by  order  c^  the  council  of  this  state  ; 
and  it  being  necessary,  for  divers  reasons,  that  a  speedy  and  impartial 
trial  thereon  be  had  by  order  and  direction  of  the  general  assembly, — 
Be  it  thf^refore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatioes  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  the  attorney-general  of   this  state  be,   and  he  Attomey-srene 
hereby  is,  directed  to  lay  such  evidence  as  he  shall  obtain  against  the  eviclenceVefore 
s[a?"]d  several  persons  so  confined  in  said  goals,  by  order  of  the  coun-  the  grand  jurors, 
cil,  for  treason,  mispris[/]on  of  treason,  or  concealment  of  treason, 
before  the  grand  jurors  who  shall  be  returned  and  impannelled  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  serve  on  the  grand  inquest  for  the  bodies  of  the 
counties  of  Hampshire  and  Berkshire,   at  the  superio[u]r  court  of 
judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  to  be  held  at  itgo-to,  chap. 
Springfield,  in  the  said  county  of  Hampshire,  and  for  the  said  coun-    ''^ 
ties  of  Hampshire  and  Berkshire,  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  ;  and  the  said  grand  jurors  are  hereby  impowered  to  enquire  into.  Grand  jurors 
and  make  presentment  to  the  said  court  of,  all  treasons,  mispris[i]ous  ^ke  present" 
of  treasons,  or  concealment  of  treasons,  done,  perpetrated  and  com-  meuts. 
mitted  by  the  said  persons  so  confined  in  the  goals  aforesaid,  at  any 
place  without  the  limits  of  this  state,  in  the  same  manner  and  as  fully 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  same  had  been  done,  perpetrated 
and  committed  in  either  of  the  said  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Berk- 
shire ;  and  the  justices  of  the  said  court  are  directed  and  impowered  to  Justices  of  said 
proceed  to  arraignment  and  trial  of  them,  the  said  persons  confined  ered\o'try  Taid 
as  aforesaid  by  order  of  council,  or  either  of  them,  against  whom  a  persons, 
bill  may  be  found,  by  the  s[cu]d  grand  jurors  in  manner  aforesaid,  for 
treason,  mispris[i]on  of  treason,  or  concealment  of  treason,  done, 
committed  and  perpetrated  by  them,  without  the  limits  of  this  state, 
in  the  same  manner,  and   to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  same 
felonies  had  been  done  and  committed  within  the  bodies  of  the  said 
counties  of  Hampshu-e   and  Berkshire.     And  if  upon  such  trial  the  Justices empow 
said  persons  so  confined,  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  found  guilty  of  sentence^''^* 
treason,  mispris[i]on  of  treason,  or  concealment  of  treason,  the  jus- 
tices of  the  said  court    ai'e  impowered  and  directed  to  pass  sentence 
upon  them  in  the  same  manner  as  the  act  before  mentioned  directs  ; 
and  the  sheriffs  of  said  counties,  or  eitlier  of  them,  are  hereby  im- 
powered to  execute  such  sentence,   upon  regular  warrant  from  the 
council,  accordingly. 

And  to  the  intent  that  the  trial  may  be  justly  had,  as  well  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoners  before  mentioned  as  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment, — 

It  is  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.    2.]     That    Timothy   Edwards    and    Jahleel   Woodbridge,  Timothy  Ed- 
Esq[?a']r[e]s,  be,  and    they  hereby  are,  impowered  and   directed  to  ,7^ril^K.t.rwood- 
summon  or  bring  before  them  all  such  persons  as  may  serve  as  wit-  bri.igc,  Esqrs., 
nesses  against  the  said  persons  so  committed,  or  confined,  as  aforesaid,  summ^n'^^it.'' 
or  either  of  them,  and  all  such  persons  as  they,  the  said  prisoners  so  nesaee. 

*  The  text  here,  varies  from  the  language  of  the  act  quoted. 
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confined,  or  either  of  them,  shall  request  them,  the  said  Timop/i?/] 
Edwards  and  Jahleel  Woodbridge,  Esq[M/]r[(^^]s,  to  procure,  as  wit- 
nesses in  their  behalf ;  and  such  persons  to  recognize  to  appear  and 
give  evidence  in  the  trials  aforesaid,  at  the  court  aforesaid.  And  the 
sec[retor]y  is  directed  to  send  an  attested  copy  of  this  act  to  the  said 
Timothy  Edwards,  and  an  attested  copy  thereof  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
counties  of  Hampshire  and  Berkshire,  who  are  directed  to  deliver  the 
same  to  the  prisoners  aforesaid ;  and  also  to  furnish  the  justices  oi 
the  court  aforesaid  with  a  like  copy  :  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  ao 
shall  extend  to  prevent  a  pardon  which  government  may  see  pvope» 
to  grant  to  any  of  the  said  persons  so  confined  in  the  goals  afcrfedaid. 
[^Passed  June  20. 


CHAPTER    10. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INiirLKD  "  Af  / 
ACT  FOR  TAKING  UP  AND  RESTRAINING  PERSO>I&  Dii.]S,G£x<,OUS  TO 
THIS    STATE." 


Whereas  the  act  intitled  "  An  Act  for  takin^r  up  and  restraining 
177^77, chap. 45.  pci'sous  dangei'ous  to  this  state,"  which  pass[e]'a  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  is  expired ;  and 
as  it  has  been  found  very  useful  and  beneficial,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  aud  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  C'Vrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

That  the  before-mentioned  act,  now  expired,  be  revived  and  con- 
tinued, with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively 
contained,  and  shall  be  in  force  unti?  the  [20']\^twentie']th  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thout»and  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  and  no  longer.     \_Passed  June  20. 


Continued  until 
the  20th  day  of 
Juue,  1779. 


CHAPTER     11. 


Preamble. 


Treasurer  to 
borrow  money. 


AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  ONE 
DRED  AND  TWENTY  THOUSAND  POUNDS. 


HUN- 


"WiiEREAS  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  answer  the  demands,  and  sup- 
port the  public  credit,  of  this  state,  that  the  treasurer  thereof  should 
be  impowered  to  borrov  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be.  and  he  is  hereby, 
impowered  and  directed  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  this  state,  of 
such  persons  as  shall  be  willing  to  lend  the  same,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  in  Continental  bills  of 
credit ;  for  which  bum  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  [i]  [e]  mpowered  to 
give  his  receipts  or  obligations  in  form  following ;  viz"^'^. ,  — 


State  of  INIassachdsetts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  177  . 

p  rm  f  recei  t  ^^'^''^i'^'^^  ^f  ,  the  sum  of  ,  for  the  use  'and  sei'vice  of  the  state 

he™to  g^ve!  ^    of  IMassachusetti.  Bay ;  and,  in  behalf  of  said  state,  T  do  hereby  promise  and 
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oblige  myself  and  successors  in  office  of  treasurer,  to  repay  to  the  said 

,  or  bearer,  by  the  first  day  of  July,  A.D.  1783,  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  ,  with  interest  annual[l]y,  at  six  per  cent  per  annum. 

Witness  my  hand, .  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A   I?   ) 
n'rk"'r-  Committee. 

—  which  forms  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  to  be  procured  by  the 
treasurer,  with  a  suitable  border  round  the  same ;  and  when  said 
notes  are  issued,  a  counterpart,  indented,  of  each  note,  shall  be  kept 
by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  John  Scollay  and  David  Jeffr[»]e[y]s,  Esqrs.,  Committee  to 
be  a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  form  ^'^"  ^^°  blanks. 
prescribed,  before  the  same  are  filled  up  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  b>/  the  aiithontij  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  one  bun-  Tax  to  be  wied. 
dred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls,  and 
estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  this  state,  according  to  such 
rules,  and  in  such  proportions  on  the  several  towns  and  other  places 
in  this  state,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general 
court  or  assembly,  at  their  session  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two,  to  be  paid  into  the  public' treasury  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  June,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  if  the  general  court  or  assembl[e][2/],  at  their  Treasurer  to 
session  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -two,  and  l^^^^l  f^J^  ZsJwh 
some  time  before  the  first  day  of  August  in  that  year,  shall  not  agree  ments. 
and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sum  which  by  this  act  is 
engaged  to  be,  in  that  year,  assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and  in  such 
case   each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay.  by  a  tax,  to 
be  levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal  within  their 
limits,  the  said  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other  place 
was  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  next  preceeding. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  im- 
powered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  August  in  the  same 
year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen 
or  assessors  of  each  town  within  this  state,  or  to  some  suitable  person 
or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  as  are  not  incorporated,  requiring 
him  or  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal, 
within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  theii*  respective  parts 
and  proportions  of  the  sum  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be 
assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  aforementioned  time  ; 
and  the  assessors  shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all 
such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last 
preceeding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  Appropriation 
pounds,  and  each  part  thereof,  when  so  borrowed,  shall  be  appro-  borrowed?^^ 
priated  to  redeem  the  notes  payable  in  June,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight ;  and  to  the  payment  of  all  such  warrants 
as  shall  be  drawn  on  said  treasurer,  according  to  law,  for  defraying 
the  charges  of  this  government,  agreeable  to  the  acts  and  grants  of 
the  general  court.     [^Passed  June  20. 
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CHAPTER  12. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  TWO  HUNDRED 
AND  FIFTY-FOUR  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTEEN 
POUNDS  SIXTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  ELEVENPENCE,  UPON  THE  SEV- 
ERAL TOWNS  AND  OTHER  PLACES  IN  THIS  STATE,  FOR  DEFRAYING 
THE  PUBLIC  CHARGE. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and 
elevenpence,  should  be  raised  and  paid  into  the  public  treasury  of 
this  state,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  defray  such  public  charges  as  have 
arisen,  or  may  arise,  for  the  support  of  government, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  and  other  place  within  this  state  be 
assessed  and  pay,  as  such  town  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  elevenpence,  the  following 
sum  set  against  them,  respectively  ;  that  is  to  say,  — 

IN  THE   COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. 


Boston,    . 

Roxbury, 

Dorchester, 

Milton,     . 

Brain,tree, 

Weymouth, 

Hlngham, 

Cohasset, 

Dedham, . 

Medfield, 

Wrentham, 

Franklin, 

Needham, 

Stoughton, 

Stoughtonham 

Medway, . 

Bellingham,    . 

Hull,        .       . 

Walpole, . 

Nineteen  thousand  nine  hundred  [and]  twenty 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eigbtpencc, 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  [and]  thirty-one 
pounds  ten  shillings  and  eightpence,     . 

One  thousand  six  hundred  [and]  two  pounds 
two  shillings  and  twopence,  .        .        .        . 

Nine  hundred  [and]  eighty-six  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  and  tenpence,   .        .        .        . 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  thirty-seven 
pounds  and  sixpence 

One  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  fifty-eight 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  twopence. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  [and]  sixty-three 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  tenpence,  . 

Five  hundred  twenty-seven  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

One  thousand  eight  hundred  [and]  fifty-seven 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  eightpence. 

Seven  hundred  [and]  forty-seven  pounds  six- 
teen shillings, 

One  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  twelve 
pounds  five  shillings  and  ninepence, 

Seven  hundred  [and]  sixty-eight  pounds  five 
shillings  and  ninepence, 

Seven  hundred  [and]  eighteen  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  eightpence,        .... 

Seven  hundred  [and]  fifty-eight  pounds  twelve 
shillings, 

One  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  seventy 
pounds  four  shillings  and  eightpence,    . 

Six  hundred  [and]  seventj'-three  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  sixpence 

Seven  hundred  [and]  fifty-nine  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  twopence, 

Four  hundred  [and]  ninety-two  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  fourpence, 

One  hundred  [and]  seventy-three  pounds  one 
shilling, 

Six  hundred  [and]  twenty  pounds  two.  shil- 
lings  


£19,920 

16.S 

.   M. 

2,231 

10 

8 

1,602 

2 

2 

986 

19 

10 

2,137 

0 

6 

1,158 

19 

2 

1,563 

12 

10 

527 

15 

8 

1,857 

12 

8 

747 

16 

0 

1,112 

5 

9 

768 

5 

9 

718 

7 

8 

758 

12 

0 

1,470 

4 

8 

673 

7 

6 

759 

8 

2 

492 

8 

4 

173 

1 

0 

620 

2 

0 
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Chelsea,  . 


Four   hundred    [and]    ninety-seven    pounds 
eleven  shillings,       .        .        . 


Forty  thousand  seven  hundred  [and]  seven- 
[ty] -eight  pounds 


£497    lis.   Od. 


£40,778      Os.  Od. 


IN  THE   COUNTY  OF  ESSEX. 


Salem, 

Danvers,  . 

Ipswich,  . 

Newbury, 

Newburyport, 

Marblehead, 

Lynn, 

Andover, . 

Beverly,  . 

Rowley,  . 

Salisbury, 

Haverhill, 

Glo[M]cester, 

Topsfield, 

Almsbury, 

Bradford, 

Methuen, 

Boxford,  . 

Wenham, 

Manchester, 

Middleton, 


Six  thousand  ciglit  hundred  [and]  eighty-four 
pounds  thirteen  shillings,       .        .        .        . 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  fifty-nine 
pounds  five  shillings  and  eiahtpence,  '. 

Three  thousand  six  hundred  [and]  eighty-five 
pounds  and  six|ience, 

Three  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  nineteen 
pounils  seven  shillings  and  sixpence,    . 

Three  thousand  five  hundred  [and]  eighteen 
pounds  throe  shillings  and  fourpence,   . 

Three  thousand  five  hundred  [and]  twenty-one 
pounds  five  shillings  and  twopence, 

One  thousand  six  hundred  [and]  seventy-five 
pounds  eight  shillings  and  twopence,     . 

Two.thousand  eight  hundred  [and]  nineteen 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  eightpence. 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  [and]  seventy- 
eight  pounds  and  eightpence, 

One  thousand  six  hundred  [and]  four  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  sixpence. 

One  thousand  four  liundred  [and]  one  pounds 
seven  shillings  and  eightpence, 

Two  thousand  [and]  seventeen  pounds  nine 
shillings, 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  sixty-eight 
pounds  eiglrteen  shillings 

Seven  hundred  [and]  fifty-two  pounds  two 
shillings  and  sixpence 

One  thousand  two  hundred  [and]  fifty-eight 
pounds  eleven  shillings  and  sixpence,  . 

One  thousand  one  hundred  [and]  thirty-four 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  eightpence,     . 

Nine  hundred  [and]  forty-eight  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  twopence,    . 

Nine  hundred  [and]  fifty  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Four  hundred  [and]  fifty-six  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  tenpence,  ... 

Five  hundred  [and]  twenty-six  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  and  fourpence,  . 

Six  hundred  [and]  twenty  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 


Forty-three  thousand  five  hundred  [and]  two 
pounds  one  shilling  and  eightpence, 


£6,884 

13s 

Od 

2,159 

5 

8 

3,685 

0 

6 

3,419 

7 

6 

3,518 

3 

4 

3,521 

5 

2 

1,675 

8 

2 

2,819 

15 

8 

1,978 

0 

8 

1,604 

13 

6 

1,401 

7 

8 

2,017 

9 

0 

2,168 

18 

0 

752 

2 

6 

1,258 

11 

6 

1,134 

18 

8 

948 

13 

2 

950 

16 

4 

456 

4 

10 

526 

19 

4 

620 

7 

6 

£43,-502      Is.  8of 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX. 


Cambridge,      .       .     Two  thousand  [and]  ninety  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Charlestown,   .        .     Two'hundred  [and]  ninety-six  pounds  three 
shillings 

Watertown,     .       .     Eight  hundred  [and]  seventy-two  pounds  five 
shillings  and  twopence,  . 

Woburn, .        .        .     One    tliousand    four   hundred     [and] 
pounds  ten  shillings  and  tenpence, 

Concord, .        .        .     One    thousand    tiiree    hundred    [and] 
pounds  three  shillings  and  fourpence, 


thirty 


£2,090  6s.  lOd. 

296      3      0 

872      5      2 

1,430  10    10 

1,307  3      4 
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Middlesex  County — Concluded. 


Newton,  . 

Reading, . 

Marlborough, 

Billerica,  . 

Framingham, 

Lexington, 

Chelmsford, 

Sherburne, 
Sudbury, . 

Maiden,    . 

Weston,  . 

Medford, . 

Hopkinton, 

Westford, 

Waltham, 

Stow, 

Groton,    . 

Shirley,    . 

Pepperel,  . 

Townsend, 

Dracut,    . 

Bedford,  . 

Holliston, 

Acton, 

Dunstable, 

Lincoln,  . 

Wilmington, 

Tewk  [e]  sbury 

Littleton, . 

Ashby,     . 

Natick,    . 

Stoneham, 


One  thousand  two  hundred  [and]  seventeen 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  twopence. 

One  thousand  three  hundred  [and]  ninety 
pounds  seventeen  shillinsrs  and  twopence,     . 

One  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

One  thousand  [and]  eighty-eight  pounds  ten 
shillings, . 

One  thousand  two  hundred  [and]  sixty-four 
pounds  ten  shillings  and  fourpence, 

Eight  hundred  [and]  seventy-three  pounds 
one  shilling  and  fourpence 

Nine  hundred  [and]  seventy-seven  pounds 
five  shillings  and  sixpence,    .... 

Six  hundrcd"[and]  twenty-two  pounds,   . 

One  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Eight  hundred  [and]  ten  pounds  three  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Eight  hundred  [and]  twelve  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

One  thousand  [and]  thirty-six  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  fourpence, 

Eight  hundred  [and]  twenty-eight  pounds  fif- 
teen shillings  and  tenpence,    .... 

Eight  hundred  [and]  ninetj-^-six  pounds  eleven 
shillings  and  twopence, 

Seven  hundred  [and]  eighty-two  pounds  one 
shilling  and  tenpence, 

Seven  hundred  [and]  eighteen  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  fourpence, 

One  thousand  two  hundred  [and]  thirty-two 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  sixpence. 

Four  hundred  [and]  thirty-eight  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  and  twopence,  . 

Six  hundred  [and]  eighty-four  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  cightpence,        .... 

Five  hundred  [and]  twenty-six  pounds  nine- 
teen shillings  and  fourpence,  .... 

Seven  hundred  [and]  ten  pounds  and  two- 
pence,       

Five  hundred  [and]  sixty-eight  pounds  ten 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

Six  hundred  [and]  eighty-one  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  sixpence,    .        . 

Six  hundred  [and]  forty-one  pounds  nineteen 
shillings  and  sixpence, 

Five  hundred  [and]  ninety-three  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  cightpence,        .        .        .        . 

Five  hundred  [and]  eighty-four  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  sixpence, 

Four  hundred  [and]  ninety-six  pounds  four- 
teen shillings  and  eighipcncc. 

Seven  hundred  [and]"  forty-five  pounds  one 
shilling [s]  and  twopence,       .        .-  . 

Seven  hundred  [and]  ninety-six  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

Two  hundred  [and]  twenty-eight  pounds 
eighteen  shillings  and  sixpence,     . 

Four  hundred  [and]  seven  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Three  hundred  [and]  seven  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  [four]  [<wo] pence,  .        .        .        . 


£1,217 

16s. 

2d 

1,390 

17 

2 

1,600 

17 

10 

1,088 

10 

0 

1,264 

10 

4 

873 

1 

4 

977 
622 

5 
0 

6 
0 

1,700 

10 

2 

810 

3 

4 

812 

16 

10 

1,036 

13 

4 

828 

15 

10 

896 

11 

2 

782 

1 

10 

718 

18 

4 

1,232 

18 

6 

438 

19 

2 

684 

12 

8 

526 

19 

4 

710 

0 

2 

568 

10 

10 

681 

18 

6 

641 

19 

6 

593 

7 

8 

584 

9 

6 

496 

14 

8 

745 

1 

2 

796 

7 

10 

228 

18 

6 

407 

7 

6 

307 

4 

4  [2 

Thirty-two  thousand  [and]  sixty-three  pounds 
eight  shillings  and  twopence. 


£32,063      8s.  2d. 
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IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 


Springfield, 

West  Springfield, 

Wilbraham, 

Northampton, 

Southampton, , 

Hadley,   . 

Soatb  Hadley, 

Amherst, . 

Granby,   . 

Hatfield,  . 

Whatel[e]y, 

Williamsburg  [A] , 

Westfield, 

Deerfield, 

Greenfield, 

Shelburne, 

Conway,  . 

Sunderland, 

Montague, 

Northfield, 

Brimfield, 

So[uth]  Brimfield, 

Monson,  . 

Pelham,  . 

Greenwich, 

Blanford, 

Leverelt,  . 

Palmer,   . 

Granville, 

New  Salem, 

Belchertown, 

Colrain,    . 

Ware, 

Warwick, 

Bemardstown, 

Murr[a]yfield, 
Charlemont,     . 


One  thousand   three   hundred  sixty  pounds 
seventeen  shillings  and  tenpL-nce,  . 

One     thousand     four    hundied     twenty-one 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  twopence. 

Six  hnudred  thirty  pouiids  twelve  sh [el  fdl- 
lings  and  eigJit  pence, 

One  thousand  four  hundred  seventeen  pounds 
six  shillings  and  fourpcnce,   .        .        .        . 

Five   hundred   four   pounds  eleven  shillings 
and  fourpence, 

Five  hundred    ninety-six   pounds   one  shil- 
ling and  eightpence, 

Four    hundred  sixtj^-four  pounds    one    shil- 
ling and  fourpence, 

Six  hundred   sixty-nine  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Three  hundred  nineteen  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Seven   hundred    ten    pounds   five    shillings 
and  sixpence, 

Two     hundred    fifty    pounds    ten     shillings 
and  sixpence, 

One  hundred  eighty  pounds  one  shilling  and 
fourpence, 

One  thousand   eleven    pounds    sixteen    shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Seven    hundred  thirty-five  pounds  two   shil- 
lings and  fourpence 

Four  hundred   seventy  pounds   sixteen   shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Two  hundred  eighty  pounds  fifteen  shillings 
and  twopence, 

Three  hundred   nineteen  pounds  seven   shil- 
lings iind  fourpeiice 

Three  hundred  [and]  eleven  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Three    hundred    eighty-five    pounds     fifteen 
shillings  and  eightpence,        .... 

Five     hundred     twenty-three   pounds    three 
shillings  and  tenpcnce,   .        .        . 

Eight   hundred  seventy  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Five  hundred  twenty-one  pounds   one   shil- 
ling and  sixpence, 

Four  hundred  fifty-one    pounds    seven  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Four   hundred  ninety  pounds   five   shillings 
and  twopence, 

Four    hundred    eighty-eight    pounds    seven- 
teen shillings  and  sixpence,    .        . 

Three    hundred  fifty-eight   pounds  ten  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

One  hundred   nineteen  pounds   six  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

Four   hundred    ninety-eight  pounds    seven- 
teen shillings  and  tenpence,    .... 

Eight    hundred     sixty-nine    pounds    eleven 
shillings  and  twopence, 

Four    hundred    thirty-seven    pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  fourpence,  .... 

Five    hundred    fifty-three    pounds    nineteen 
shillings  and  fourpence, 

Three   hundred  twenty-one  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Two"  hundred   fifty-nine    pounds  three   shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Two    hnndrod    seven   pounds    six    shillings 
and  eightpence, 

Two  hundred    eighty-two    pounds    eighteen 
shillings  and  sixpence, 

Two  hundred  forty  pounds,       .... 

Two   hundred    thirty    pounds    five  shillings 
and  fourpence, 


£1,360 

1,421 

630 

1,417 

504 

596 

464 

669 

819 

710 

250 

180 

1,011 

735 

470 

280 

319 

311 

385 

523 

870 

521 

451 

490 

488 

358 

119 

498 

869 

437 

553 

321 

259 

207 

282 
240 


17s.  lOd. 
18      2 
12      8 

6      4 


12 

19 

6 

3 

6 

18 
0 


15  8 
12      8 

5      6 

10      6 

1      4 

16  6 
2 

16 
15 

7 

5 


15  8 
3    10 

12  8 
1  6 
7  8 
5 

17 

10 
6 


17    10 
11      2 


230      5 
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Hampshire  County  —  Concluded. 


Asbfield,  . 

Worthington, 

Shutesbury.. 

Chesterfield, 

Southwick, 

Suffleld,   . 

Enfield,    . 

Somers,   . 

Ludlow,  . 

Norwich, . 

Two  hundred  sixty-two  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

One  hundred  thirty-one  pounds  four  shil- 
lings,       . 

Two  hundred  eighty-one  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  tcnpence, 

Four  hundred  twenty-four  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  sixpence, 

Three  hundred  seventy-six  pounds  one  shil- 
ling arid  twopence,  .        .        .        .'      . 

One  thousand  six  hundred  twenty-six  pounds 
five  shillings  and  fourpence,  .... 

Nine  hundred  ninety-three  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Seven  hundred  eighty-two  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

One  hundred  ninety-two  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Eighty  pounds  three  shillings  and  twopence. 

Twenty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  sev- 
enteen pounds  two  shillings  and  eightpence, . 


£262 

13s. 

M. 

131 

4 

0 

281 

16 

10 

424 

18 

6 

376 

1 

2 

1,626 

5 

4 

993 

9 

4 

782 

18 

0 

192 
80 

4 
3 

4 
2 

£24,917      2s.   M. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  PLYMOUTH. 


Plymouth, 

Scituate,  . 

Dnxbury, 
Marshtield, 

Bridgewater,    . 

Middleboro  {ugh] , 

Rochester, 

Plympton, 

Pembroke, 

Kingston, 

Hanover, . 

Abington, 
Halifax,  . 

Wareham, 


One  thousand  five  hundred  ninety-seven 
pounds  thirteen  shillings,       .        .        .        . 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  [and]  forty  pounds 
fourteen  shillings  and  fourpence,  . 

Eight  hundred  fifteen  pounds  and  twopence,  . 

Nine  hundred  fifty  pounds  eleven  shillings 
and  twopence, 

Three  thousand  two  hundred  seventy-three 
pounds  six  shillinss  and  sixpence, 

Two  thousand  seven  hundred  ninety-seven 
pounds  seven  shillings  and  eightpence, . 

One  thousand  three  hundred  fifty-seven  pounds 
eighteen  shillings  and  sixpence,     . 

One  thousand  thirty-eight  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  and  sixpence,  .... 

One  thousand  one  hundred  eighty-nine  pounds 
four  shillings 

Six  hundred  ninety-five  pounds  fourteen  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Six  hundred  forty-seven  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Eight  hundred  thirty -two  pounds  six  shillings. 

Four  hundred  twenty-five  pounds  fourteen 
shillings  and  tcnpence, 

Four  hundred  [and]  six  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, .        .        .        . 

Eighteen  thousand  two  hundred  sixty-eight 
pounds  ten  shillings  and  fourpence. 


£1,597 

13s 

Od. 

2,240 

815 

14 
0 

4 
2 

950 

11 

2 

3,273 

6 

6 

2,797 

7 

8 

1,357 

18 

6 

1,038 

15 

6 

1,189 

4 

0 

G95 

14 

2 

647 
832 

7 
6 

8 
0 

425 

14 

10 

406 

16 

10 

£18,268    10s.    4rf. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE. 


Barnstable, 

One  thousand  six  hundred  sixty  nine  pounds 

fifteen  shillings  and  fourpence, 

£1,669 

15s.    id. 

Sandwich, 

One  thousand  three  hundred  six  pounds  one 

shilling  and  tcnpence, 

1,306 

1     10 

Yarmouth, 

One    thousand    one    hundred    seventv-eight 

pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  tenpence. 

1,178 

18     10 

Easthara, 

Eight  hundred  seventy-one  pounds  nine  shil- 

lings  

871 

9      0 
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Barnstablb  Cottntt —  Concluded. 


Harwich, . 
Wellfleet, 
Chatham, 
Truro,  . 
Falmouth, 


One  thousand  fifty-two  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  fourpence,  .... 

Six  hundred  eighty-nine  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  tenpence 

Four  hundred  fifty-five  pounds  nineteen  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Five  hundred  seventy-four  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Nine  hundred  fifty-eight  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 


Eight   thousand    seven    hundred  fifty-eight 
pounds  five  shillings  and  sixpence, 


£1,052  17s.  id. 
689      9    10 

455  19    10 

574  15      2 

958  18      4 


£8,758      5s.    6d. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL. 


Taunton, . 

Rehoboth, 

Swanzey, 

Dartmouth, 

Norton,    . 

Mansfield, 
Attleborough, 

Dighton,  . 

Freetown, 

Raynham, 

Easton,    . 

Berkley,  . 


Two  thousand  fifty-nine  pounds  eleven 
shillings  and  fourpence, 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty-two  pounds 
four  shillinns  and  fourpence 

One  tliousand  one  hundred  ninety-two  pounds 
fourteen  shillings  and  twopence,    . 

Four  thousand  four  hundred  fifty-two  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  and  twopence. 

Nine  hundred  thirty-four  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

Six  hundred  [and]  eight  pounds  ten  shillings, 

One  thousand  five  hundred  seventeen  pounds 
four  shillings  and  twopence,  .        .        .        . 

Eight  hundred  sixty-nine  pounds  and  four- 
pence,       

One  thousand  thirteen  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings,         

Six  hundred  thirty-six  pounds  six  shillings 
and  twopence, 

Seven  hundred  ten  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Four  hundred  ninety-five  pounds  two  shillings 
and  fourpence, 


Seventeen     thousand      seventy-two 
twelve  shilHngs  and  fourpence. 


pounds 


£2,059  lis.   id. 

2,582      4      4 

1,192  14      2 

4,452  16      2 

934  17    10 

608  10      0 


1,517  4 

869  0 

1,013  9 

636  6 

710  16 

495  2 


£17,072    12s.   id. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK, 


York,       . 

Kittery,    . 

Wells,      . 

Berwick,  . 

Arundell, 

Biddeford, 

Pepper  [>•]  el  [fj 

ro[iigh'],  . 
Lebanon, . 

Sandford, 

Buxton,   . 

Fryeburgh, 


bo- 


Two  thousand  [and]  twenty-three  pounds 
eighteen  shillings  and  sixpence,    . 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  twenty-one  pounds 
eleven  shillings, 

One  thousand  five  hundred  seventy-nine 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eightpence, 

Two  thousand  three  hundred  ninety-six  pounds 
four  shillings  and  fourpence,  .... 

Seven  hundred  twenty  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Eight  hundred  thirty-three  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Six  hundred  seven  pounds  three  shil- 
lings,         

Two  huiulred  twenty-four  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

Two  hundred  seventeen  pounds  six  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

One  hundred  ninety-three  pounds  five  shillings 
and  tenpence 

Eighty-five  pounds, 

Eleven  thousand  one  hundred  two  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  and  eightpence,   . 


£2,023 

18s 

6d. 

2,221 

11 

0 

1,579 

16 

8 

2,396 

4 

4 

720 

5 

4 

833 

7 

8 

607 

3 

0 

224 

17 

10 

217 

6 

6 

193 

85 

5 
0 

10 
0 

£11,102    16s.  8d. 
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IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DUKES  COUNTY. 


Edgartown, 
Chilmark, 

Tisbuiy,  • 


Six  hundred  thirty-one  pounds  fourteen  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Seven  hundred  eighty  pounds  nine  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

Five  hundred  sevent3'-three  pounds  two  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 


One  thousand  nine  hundred  eighty-five  pounds 
six  shillings  and  tenpence,     .... 


£631    Us.    Gd. 
780      9      6 
573      2    10 


£1,985      6s.  lOrf. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  NANTUCKET. 


Sherburne, 


Three  thousand  fifty-eight  pounds  three  shil- 
lings and  fourpence 


£3,058      3s.    id. 


IN   THE   COUNTY   OF  WORCESTER. 


Worcester, 

Lancaster, 

Mendon,  . 

Brookfield, 

Oxford,    . 

Charlton, . 
Sutton,     . 

Leicester, 

Spencer,  . 

Rutland, . 

Paxton,   . 

Oakham, . 

Barre, 

Hubbardston, 
New  Braintree, 

Southborough, 

Wcstborough, . 

Northborough, 

Sbrew9b[orough]- 

[unj],   . 
Lunenburgh,   . 

Fitchburgh,     . 

Uxbridge, 

Har[w]  [v]ard, 

Dudley,   . 


One  thousand  six  hundred  fifty-five  pounds 
three  shillings  and  twopence, . 

Two  thousand  sixty-two  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

One  thousand  five  hundred  thirty  pounds 
nineteen  shillings  and  sixpence,     . 

One  thou  [n]  [,s]  and  nine  hundred  eighty-four 
pounds  ten  shillings  and  twopence, 

Seven  hundred  fifteen  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  twopence, 

Seven  hundred  twenty  pounds, . 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  seventy-one 
pounds  eleven  shillings  and  twopence,  . 

Seven  hundred  twenty-eight  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  fourpence, ..... 

Six  hundred  thirty-three  pounds  one  shilling 
and  fourpence, 

Nine  hundred  fifty-four  pounds  six  shillings 
and  eightpence, 

Four  hundred  seventeen  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Two  hundred  eiglity-eight  pounds  six  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

Eight  hundred  thirty-seven  pounds  fourteen 
shillings 

One  hundred  sixty-six  pounds  and  twopence. 

Six  hundred  firty-scven  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  twopence,        .        .      "-. 

Seven  hundred  thirty-seven  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Seven  hundred  fifty-two  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Five  hundred  eight  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

One  thousand  three  hundred  ninety-seven 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  fourpence. 

One  tliousand  twenty-one  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Three  hundred  forty-eight  pounds  ten  shillings 
and  fourpence, 

Seven  humired  twenty-four  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

One  thousand  two  pounds  seven  shillings 
and  eightpence, 

Six  hundred  forty-four  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  twopence, '.        . 


£1,655 

OS 

.  2d 

2,062 

12 

10 

1,530 

19 

6 

1,984 

10 

2 

715 
720 

8 
0 

2 
0 

1,971 

11 

2 

728 

7 

4 

633 

1 

4 

954 

6 

8 

417 

12 

10 

288 

6 

6 

837 
166 

14 
0 

0 
2 

657 

18 

2 

737 

10 

10 

752 

18 

10 

508 

12 

4 

1,397 

12 

4 

1,021 

5 

6 

348 

10 

4 

724 

7 

6 

1,002 

7 

a 

644 

8 

2 
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Worcester  County  — ^  Concluded. 


Bolton,     . 

Upton, 

Sturbridge, 

Leominster, 

Hard  wick, 

Holden,    , 

Western, . 

Douglass, 

Grafton,  . 

Petersham, 

Royalston, 

Westmin  [i]  ster, 
Atbol, 

Templeton, 

Princeton, 

Ashburnham,  . 

VVinchend[e]  [o]n, 
Woodstock,     . 

Northbridge,   . 


Nine  hundred  sixty-one  pounds  one  shilling 
and  sixpence,  . 

Three  hundred  ninety-four  pounds  three  shil- 
lings,         

Eight  hundred  ninety-nine  pounds  four  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Seven  hundred  tifty-four  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

One  thousand  one  hundred  two  pounds 
sixteen  sliillings  and  twopence, 

Five  hundred  twenty-five  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  tcnpence 

Six  hundred  ninety-six  pounds  four  shillings 
and  tenpence, 

Four  hundred  thirty-three  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Seven  hundred  forty-one  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  fourpence, 

Seven  hundred  forty-eight  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  fourpence 

One  hundred  sixty  pounds  twelve  shillings  and 
sixpence,  .        .  .        .        .        . 

Six  hundred  thirty-five  pounds  ten  shillings,  . 

Four  hundred  ten  pounds  twelve  shillings  and 
fourpence, 

Five  hundred  two  pounds  two  shillings 
and  eightpence, 

Four  hundred  seventy  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence 

Two  hundred  twenty-six  pounds  four  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

One  hundred  eighty-six  pounds  and  twopence. 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  fourteen  pounds 
eleven  shillings  and  tenpence, 

Two  hundred  sixty-seven  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings  

Thirty-four  thousand  four  hundred  ninety- 
fourpounds  one  shilling  and  twopence,  . 


£961 

Is. 

6d. 

394 

3 

0 

899 

4 

2 

754 

16 

6 

1,102 

16 

2 

525 

17 

10 

696 

4 

10 

433 

16 

8 

741 

17 

4 

748 

12 

4 

160 
635 

12 
10 

6 
0 

410 

12 

4 

502 

2 

8 

470 

16 

4 

226 
186 

4 
0 

6 
2 

1,914 

11 

10 

267 

15 

0 

£34,494 

Is 

2d. 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 


Falmouth, 

North  Yarmouth, 

Cape  Elizabeth, 

Gorham,  . 

Brunswick, 

Harpswell, 

Windham, 

New  Glo[u]cester, 

Scarborough,  . 
Pcarsontown,  . 

New  Boston,   . 


One  thousand  three  hundred  twenty-four 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  tenpence, 

Nine  hundred  eighty-seven  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Nine  hundred  eighty  pounds  four  shillings  and 
tenpence, 

Five  hundred  twenty-five  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Five  hundred  thirty-one  pounds  five  shillings 
and  tenpence, 

Four  hundred  -fifty-five  pounds  one  shilling 
and  fourpence, 

Two  hundred  twenty-nine  pounds  four  shil- 
lings,         

One  hundred  ninety-three  pounds  five  shillings 
and  tenpence 

One  thousand  eight  pounds  one  shilling,  . 

One  hundred  sixteen  pounds  twelve  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

Seventy-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four- 
pence 


Six    thousand    four     hundred    twenty-eight 
pounds  six  shillings  and  twopence, 


£1,324 

19s. 

\0d. 

987 

5 

4 

980 

4 

10 

525 

12 

4 

531 

5 

10 

455 

1 

4 

229 

4 

0 

193 
1,008 

5 
1 

10 
0 

116 

12 

6 

76 

13 

4 

£6,428 

6s. 

2d. 
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m  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN. 


Pownalborough, 

Georgetown,    . 

Newcastle, 

Woolwich, 

Topsham, 

Bowdoinham,  . 

Boothbay, 
Bristol,     . 

Vassalborough, 

"Winthrop, 

Winslow, 

Waldoborough, 

Edgecomb, 

H[o]  [a]  Howell, 

Belfast,    . 
Warren,   . 

Thomastown,  . 

The  lower  town  of  ] 
St.  Georges,  J 

Gardnerstown, 

Medumcook,   . 


Seven  hundred  twenty -two  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings and  sixpence, 

Nine  hundred  fifty-three  pounds  ten  shillings 
and  fourpence, 

Two  hundred  eighty-nine  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Three  hundred  [and]  nine  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Three  hundred  eight  pounds  six  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  fourteen  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  twopence, 

Three  hundred  sixty  pounds  and  fourpence,    . 

Three  hundred  seventy-nine  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  tenpence, 

One  hundred  twelve  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Eighty-six  pounds  two  shillings  and  four- 
pence,       

Eighty-eight  pounds  eleven  shillings. 

Two  hundred  fifty  pounds  and  fourpence, 

Sixty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  eight- 
pence,       

One  hundred  twenty-four  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  tenpence, 

Thirty-seven  pounds  ten  shillings,    . 

One  hundred  forty -five  pounds  fifteen  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

One  hundred  twenty-three  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

One  hundred,  twenty -three  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

One  hundred  fifty-six  pounds  seventeen  shil- 
lings,         

One  hundred  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and 
fourpence 

Four  thousand  eight  hundred  fifty-five  pounds 
five  shillings  and  eightpence. 


£722  8s. 

6d. 

953  10 

4 

289  12 

8 

309  18 

4 

308  6 

0 

114  13 
360   0 

2 
4 

379  16 

10 

112  16 

10 

86  2 

88  11 

250  0 

4 
0 
4 

66  13 

8 

124  9 
37  10 

10 
0 

145  15 

6 

123  12 

2 

123  12 

2 

156  17 

0 

100  19 

4 

£4,855  5s. 

8d. 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 


Sheffield, . 

Great  Barrington, 

Partridgefield, 

Williamstown, 

New  Marlboro [w^/i 

Lanesborough 

Pittsfield, 

Lenox,     . 

Stockbridge, 

Egremont, 

Tyringham, 

Sandisfield, 
Becket,    . 


One  thousand  eighty-six  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  tenpence,  .        .        .        .        . 

Fourhundred  fifty-three  pounds  ten  shillings 
and  tenpence, 

One  hundred  forty  pounds  eighteen  shillings 
and  fourpence, 

Four  hundred  pounds  one  shilling  and  eight- 
pence,      

Six  hundred  twelve  pounds  five  shillings 
and  eightpence, 

Six  hundred  forty-three  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings,       .       .       .       .        . 

Fivcluindred  [and]  nine  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  elevenpence, 

Two  hundred  ninety  pounds  nine  shillings  and 
eightpence, 

Three  hundred  forty-six  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings,         

Two  hundred  fifty-one  pounds  one  shilling 
and  fourpence, 

Two  hundred  fifty-nine  pounds  fourteen  shil- 
lings and  twopence, 

Four  hundred  [and]  fifty-three  pounds,   . 

One  hundred  eighty-one  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  fourpence, 


£1 


,OSG 

6s 

Wd 

453 

10 

10 

140 

18 

4 

400 

1 

8 

612 

5 

8 

643 

12 

0 

509 

13 

11 

290 

9 

8 

346 

13 

0 

251 

1 

4 

259 
453 

14 
0 

2* 
0 

181 


*  One  shilling  and  fourpeDce,in  printed  act 
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Berkshire  County  —  Concluded. 


Gageborough, 
Hancock, 

Richmond, 

Loudon,  . 

Washington, 
West  Stockbridge, 

Alfred*,  . 

East  Hoosuck, 

Plantation  No.  5, 

Plantation  No.  7, 


Two  hundred  ten  pounds  seventeen  shillings, . 

Two  hundred  eighteen  pounds  two  shillings 
and  cightpence, 

Four  hundred  lifty-one  pounds  seven  shillings 
and  cightpence, 

Forty-eight  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  ten- 
pence,       

Fifty-eight  pounds  and  tenpence. 

One  hundred  seventy-three  pounds  six  shillings 
and  fourpencc, 

One  hundred  ci^hty-onc  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  fourpence, 

Two  hundred  [and]  five  pounds  three  shillings 
and  sixpence, 

One  hundred  twenty-nine  pounds  eleven  shil- 
lings and  cightpence, 

One  hundred  twenty-nine  pounds  eleven  shil- 
lings and  eightpence, 

Seven  thousand  four  hundred  thirty-four 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  threepence,  . 


£210 

17s 

Qd. 

218 

2 

8 

451 

7 

8 

48 
58 

11 

0 

10 
10 

173 

6 

4 

181 

8 

4 

205 

3 

6 

129 

11 

8 

129 

11 

8 

£7,434    17s.  3rf. 


SUMS  TOTAL. 


SuflTolk,    , 

Essex, 

Middlesex, 

Hampshire, 

Plymouth, 

Barnstable, 

Bristol,    . 

York,      . 

Dukes  County, 

Nantucket, 

Worcester, 

Cumberland, 

Lincoln,    . 

Berkshire, 


Forty  thousand  seven  hundred  [and]  seventy- 
eight  pounds, 

Forty-three  lliousand  five  hundred  [and]  two 
pounds  one  shilling  and  eightpence, 

Thirty-two.  thousand  [and]  sixty-three  pounds 
eigiit  shillings  and  twopence, 

Twenty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  [and]  sev- 
enteen pounds  two  shillings  and  eightpence. 

Eighteen  thousand  two  hundred  [and]  sixty- 
eight  pounds  ten  shillings  and  fourpence, 

Eight  thousand  seven  hundred  [and]  fifty-eight 
pounds  five  shillings  and  sixpence. 

Seventeen  thousand  [and]  seventy -two  pound 
twelve  shillings  and  fourpence, 

Eleven    thousand    one   hundred    [and]    two 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eightpence. 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  [and]  eighty-five 
pounds  six  shillings  and  tenpence. 

Three  thousand  [and]  fifty-eight  pounds  three 
shillings  and  fourpence. 

Thirty-four  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  nine 
ty-four  pounds  one  shilling  and  twopence. 

Six  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  twenty-eight 
pounds  six  shillings  and  fourpence, 

Four  thousand  eight  hundred   [and]  fifty-five 
pounds  five  shillings  and  eightpence,     . 

Seven  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  thirty-four 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  threepence 


Two  hundred  [and  ]  fifty-four  thousand  seven 
hundred  [and]  eighteen  pounds  sixteen  shil 
lings  and  elevenpence,    .... 


£40,778  Os.  Qd. 

43,502  1  8 

32,063  8  2 

24,917  2  8 

18,268  10 

8,758  5 

17,072  12 

11,102  16 

1,985  6  10 

3,058  3  4 

34,494  1  2 

6,428  6  4 

4,855  5  8 

7,434  17  3 


£254,718  165.     \\d. 


And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  his  warrant, 
directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place, 
within  this  state,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess 
the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner  following ; 
that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  male  polls  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
within  their  respective  towns  or  other  places  next  adjoining  to  them, 
belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  including  negroes  and  molattoes 

*  Sic:  Alford. 


896  Provtxcr  Laws.  — 1778-79.  [Chap.  12.1 

[UEVOLUTIONARY    PERIOD  —  "  STATE."] 

(and  such  of  them  as  are  uuder  the  governvncut  of  a  master  or  mis- 
tresSjto  be  taxed  to  the  said  master  or  mistress,  respectively,  in  the 
same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are  taxjed),  at  twenty  shillings  ; 
and  to  assess  the  remainder  of  the  sum  set  to  each  town  (after  deduct- 
ing the  amount  of  the  sums  assessed  to  the  polls  as  aforesaid)  on  the 
inhahitauts  of  said  towns  or  places  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the 
proportion  of  the  just  value  of  the  whole  real  estate  by  each  inhabitant 
of  such  town  or  place,  respectively,  possessed  in  his  own  right,  or  in 
the  right  of  others,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  improved  or  not 
improved ;  and  on  the  non-resident  ix>ssessors  of  real  estate,  lying 
within  said  town  or  place,  in  their  own  right,  or  in  the  right  of  others, 
improved  or  not  improved :  saving  all  agreements  between  landlords 
and  tenants,  and  where  no  agreement  is,the  landlord  to  reimburse  one- 
half  of  the  tax ;  and  also  on  the  inhabitants  of  such  town  or  place, 
according  to  the  proportion  of  the  amount  and  just  value  of  their 
whole  personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest  more  than  they 
pay  interest  for,  debts  due  to  them,  not  on  interest,  monies  of  all  kinds 
in  hand  more  than  they  are  indebted,  and  also  the  amount  of  the  just 
value  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  vessels  of 
all  sorts,  with  their  stores,  appurtenances  and  appendages,  plate, 
horses,  oxen, and  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  grain  of  all 
sorts,  and  all  kinds  of  produce  of  the  land,  and  of  all  other  property 
whatsoever  (excepting  hous[e]hold  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farm- 
ing utensils  and  the  tools  of  mechanicks),of  which  they  were  possessed 
onthe  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven,  according  to  the  price  of  such  real  and  personal  estate,  on  the 
said  first  day  of  November  ;  and  on  the  amount  of  their  income  from 
any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  employment ;  and  also  on 
the  amounts  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  and  on 
shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  community,  according  to  the  lists  ordered  to  be 
taken  for  assessing  the  tax  for  which  such  lists  were  taken, —  making 
such  alterations  therein  as  the  present  circumstances  of  any  persons 
or  the  value  of  the  several  kinds  of  estate  may  require  (or  to  take  new 
lists  if  they  shall  think  it  necessary)  :  likewise  requiring  the  assessors 
to  make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessments,  setting  forth,  in  distinct  col- 
umns, against  each  person's  name,  how  much  he  or  she  is  assessed  at 
for  polls,  and  how  much  for  real  estate,  and  how  mueh  for  personal 
estate  as  aforesaid;  and  if  as  guardian,  or  for  any  estate  in  his  or 
her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed ;  and  the  list  or 
lists  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to 
commit  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  any 
such  town  or  place,  and  to  return  a  certificate  of  the  name  or  names 
of  such  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  with  the  sum 
total  to  each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself,  some  time  before  the 
thirtieth  day  of  July  next. 

[Sect,  o.^  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  receipt  of 
such  certificate,  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  con  .stables,  of  such 
town  or  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to  collect  the 
whole  of  each  respective  sum  assessed  on  each  particular  person,  and 
to  pay  in  their  collectioiDS,  and  to  issue  their  accounts  of  the  whole, 
at  or  before  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  present  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight :  provided, 
that  the  owners  of  unimproved  land  shall  pay  the  tax  that  may 
be   assessed  thereon,  though   the   same   may  not    be    in    their   [im- 
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mediate]  possession,  any  agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
previous  to  the  knowledge  of  this  act  made,  notwithstanding. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect,  4.]  That  the  following  persons;  viz.,  the  president,  fel- 
lows, professors,  tutors,  librarian  and  students  of  Harvard  Colle[d]ge, 
who  have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  settled  min[w]isters  of  the 
gospel,  and  gramm[e][a]r-school  masters,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for 
their  polls  or  their  estates,  unless  their  real  estate  be  not  under  their 
actual  management  and  improvement,  or  not  in  the  parishes  where 
tliey  are  settled  ;  and  also  all  persons  who  have  the  management  and 
improvement  of  the  estate  belonging  to  Harvard  Colle[f/]ge,  are  not 
to  be  assessed  for  the  same  ;  and  other  persons,  if  such  there  be,  who, 
thro'[?<r;/i]  age,  infirmity  or  extreme  poverty,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
assessors,  are  not  able  to  pay  towards  the  public  charges,  they  may 
exempt  their  polls  or  estates,  or  abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at, 
as  they  on  their  oath  shall  think  just  and  equitable.  And  where  no 
person  appears  to  discharge  the  taxes  on  non-resident  proprietors' 
unimproved  land,  to  the  collector,  he  shall  publish,  in  all  the  Boston 
newspapers,  three  weeks  successively,  the  names  of  all  such  proprie- 
tors, where  they  are  known,  with  the  sum  of  the  taxes  assessed  on 
their  lands,  respectively,  and  where  they  are  not  known,  the  sum  of 
the  taxes  on  the  several  rights  or  divisions,  and  post  the  same  in  the 
town  where  the  said  land  lays,  for  the  term  of  one  mouth ;  and  if  no 
person  shall  appear  thereupon  to  discharge  said  taxes,  in  such  case 
the  constable  or  collector  shall  proceed  to  sell  so  much  only  of  said 
unimproved  land  as  will  be  sufficient  to  discharge  said  taxes  and  inter- 
vening charges  ;  and,  having  given  notice  of  the  intended  sale  thereof, 
and  the  time  and  place  where  it  will  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as 
is  herein,  above,  directed  for  giving  notice  to  the  proprietors  of  their 
taxes,  shall  sell  the  same,  at  public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  and 
shall  give  and  execute  a  deed  thereof  to  the  purchaser,  expressing 
therein  the  cause  of  such  sale  :  saving  to  the  original  proprietor  the 
right  of  redemption  of  any  lands  so  sold,  at  any  time  within  three 
years  from  the  time  of  sf^le  ;  and  the  same  shall  be  reconveyed  to  him 
or  them  on  paying,  within  three  years,  the  sum  such  lands  sold  for, 
and  twelve  per  cent  interest  on  said  sum. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  the  army, 
shall  be  considered  as  resident  in  the  several  towns  and  other  places  to 
which  they  belonged  at  the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army,  their 
absen[o][s]e  notwithstanding  ;  and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns 
and  other  places  in  this  state,  shall  consider  such  officers  and  sol- 
diers as  resident  in  such  town  or  place,  and  tax  them  accordingly : 
provided,  that  such  as  are  engaged  in  the  Continental  Army,  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  be, and  they  hereby  are,  ex- 
empted from  their  poll  tax. 

A?i[d]  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place,  respec- 
tively, where  new  lists  are  to  be  taken,  in  convenient  time  before  the 
making  the  assessment,  shall  give  seasonable  warning  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, in  a  town  meeting,  or  by  posting  up  notifications  in  some  public 
place  or  places  in  such  town  or  other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants 
some  other  way,  to  give  and  bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  perfect 
lists  of  their  polls,  and  of  all  the  real  and  personal  estate  they  were 
possessed  of  on  the  first  day  of  November  last,  —  vizi^'^.,  houses,  lands, 
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and  all  real  estate,  whether  improved  or  not  improved,  and  the  just 
value  of  the  same,  —  to  the  assessors  of  the  town  or  place  where  such 
houses,  lands  and  other  real  estate  lay  ;  distinguishing  those  in  the 
management  and  possession  of  some  other  persons,  as  also  the  amount 
of  all  their  personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest  more  than 
they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due,  not  on  interest,  more  than  they  are 
indebted  for  ;  and  of  monies  of  all  kinds,  in  hand,  and  also  the  amount 
of  the  just  value  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  stock  in  trade, 
horses,  plate,  oxen,  cows,  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine, 
grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kinds  of  produce  of  the  land,  and  of  all 
other  property  whatsoever  (excepting  hous[e]hold  furniture,  wearing 
apparel,  farming  utensils  and  the  tools  of  mechanick[s]),more  than 
they  were  indebted  on  the  said  first  day  of  November,  according  to 
the  current  price  of  such  real  and  personal  estate  on  the  s[ai]'d  first 
day  of  November  ;  and  of  the  amount  of  their  income  from  any  pro- 
fession, faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  employment ;  and  also  of  the 
amount  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  and  on 
shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  commimity  ;  which  they  are  to  render  to  the  assess- 
ors, on  oath,  if  required  ;  which  oath  either  of  said  assessors  are 
hereby  impowered  to  administer.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall, 
upon  such  notice  given,  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in  to  the  assessors  the 
list  of  their  polls  and  rateable  estate,  according  to  the  d[i J  [e]scrip- 
tion  thereof  before  given,  which  they  were  possessed  of  on  the  said 
first  day  of  November,  or  shall  bring  in  a  false  list  and  shall  be  con- 
victed thereof  before  the  said  assessors,  it  shall  [_and  7nay^  be  lawful 
to  and  for  the  assessors,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  assess  such 
person  or  persons,  according  to  the  best  judg[e]ment  and  estimation 
they  can  form  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  said  person,  accord- 
ing to  the  d[i]  [p]scription  before  given.  And  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid  to  the  assessors, 
he  or  they  so  neglecting  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make  application 
to  the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any  abatement  of  the  assessmenl 
laid  on  him  or  them. 

[Sect.  7.]  And  if  the  person  be  not  convicted  of  any  falsehood 
in  the  list,  by  him  preseated,  of  the  polls,  real  and  personal  estate, 
such  list  shall  be  a  rule  for  such  person's  proportion  to  the  tax  whiclj 
the  assessors  may  not  exceed. 

Provided ,  neverth  eless ,  — 

[Sect.  8.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend 
so  as  to  require  any  assessors  to  assess  any  person,  for  an  estate  real 
or  personal,  in  his  possession,  that  is  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them. 

Provided,  also,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  the  particular  sum  assessed  to  each  town  or  place, 
shall  not  be  considered  as  the  exact  proportion  of  such  town  or  place, 
but,  being  paid  into  the  treasury,  shall  be  placed  to  their  resi)ective 
credit  until[l]  the  quotas  shall  be  finally  ascertained  and  adjusted 
agreeable  to  the  settlement  upon  the  next  valuation  ;  and  if  it  shall 
then  appear  that  any  town  or  place  has  been  assessed  more  than  its 
just  pi-oportion  of  this  tax,  the  surplus  shall  be  deducted  out  of  the 
sum  at  which  such  town  or  place  [shall  l^e]  [lias  6(?«u]  assessed  in  the 
tax  next  after  such  surplus  shall  be  made  to  appear ;  and  if  it  shall 
appear  that  any  town  or  place  has  been  assessed  at  less  than  its  just 
proportion,  such  deficiency  shall  be  added  to  the  tax  at  which  such 
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towa  or  place  shall  be  assessed  in  the  next  assessment  after  such  defi- 
ciency shall  appear :  said  surplus  or  deficiency  to  be  adjusted  by  the 
general  court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  where  the  assessors  of  any  town  shall  assess  the 
polls  and  estates  of  any  person  not  belonging  to  any  town,  pursuant 
to  this  act,  such  sum  so  assessed  shall  be  considered  for  the  use  of 
the  state,  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  the  assessors  of  the  towns  of  Worcester,  Sutton, 
Oxford,  Leicester,  Walpole,  Stoughton,  Stoughtonham  and  Wrentham 
shall  assess  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Ward  and  Foxborough, 
and  the  constables  or  collectors  of  those  towns,  respectively',  are 
required  to  collect  the  taxes  laid  on  such  inhabitants,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  has  been  heretofore  done  ;  the  act  for  incorporating  said  towns 
of  Ward  and  Foxborough,  or  any  other  act,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
ftandiug.     [Passed  June  20. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  the  Sixteenth  day  of  September,  A.D.  1778. 


CHAPTER    13. 


Preamble. 


Part  of  North- 
ampton incor- 
porated. 


Taxes  paid. 


Warrant  issued 
for  the  choice  of 
town  officers. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  WESTERLY  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
NORTHAMPTON  INTO  A  SEP[E]  [4]RATE  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF 
WESTHAMPTON. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  of 
Northampton,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  have  represented  to  this 
court  the  difficulties  they  labour  under  in  their  present  situation,  and 
apprehending  themselves  of  sufficient  numbers  and  ability,  request 
that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  town, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  westerly  part  of  the  said  town  of  Northamp- 
ton, sep[e][rt] rated  by  a  line  four  miles  eastward  fi'om  the  west  line 
of  the  said  town  of  Northampton,  and  para[l][Z]el  thereto,  be  and 
hereby  is  incorporated  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  town  by  the  name  of 
Westhampton,  and  invested  with  all  the  powers,  priviledges  and 
immunities,  that  towns  in  this  state  do  or  may  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  s[af]d  town  of  Westhamp- 
ton shall  pay  their  proportion  of  all  state,  county,  and  town,  charges 
already  granted  to  be  rais[e]'d  in  the  town  of  Northampton,  and  also 
their  proportion  of  the  pay  of  the  representative  for  the  present  year. 

And  be  it  also  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  Caleb  Strong,  Esqi^'^,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authori[z][s]ed  and  required  to  issue  his  warrant  to  one  of  the 
principal  inliabitauts  of  said  town  of  Westhampton,  authorizing  and 
requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  town  to  meet  together,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
shall  be  expressed  in  said  warrant,  to  choose  such  officers  as  towns 
are  authorised  by  law  to  choose,  and  transact  other  such  lawful 
matters  as  shall  be  expressed  in  said  warrant.     \_Passed  September  29. 
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CHAPTER     14. 

AN  ACT  TO  SET  OFF  MOSES  BARTLET  AND  OTHERS,  FROM  THE  TOWN 
OF  NORTHAMPTON  AND  TO  ANNEX  THEM  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  SOUTH- 
AMPTON. 

Whereas,    for    the  greater    convenience  of   attending   the   public  Preamble, 
worship  of  God,  it  is  found  necessary  to  disannex  Moses  Bartlet, 
Elijah  Pomeroy,  Caleb  Pomeroy  and  Experience  Bartlet,  with  their 
farms  on  which  they  now  live,  from  the  town  of  Northampton,  and 
incorporate  them  with  the  town  of  Southampton,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  the  abovesaid  Moses  Bartlet,   Elijah  Pomeroy,  Moges  Bartlet, 
Caleb  Pomeroy  and  Experience  Bartlet,  with  theii-  families,  and  the  the'town  of^*^  *** 
farms  on  which  they  now  live,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  disannexed  Northampton. 
from    the   town   of    Northampton,    and   annexed    to    the    town    of 
Southampton,  and  shall  forever  hereafter  be  considered  as  belonging 
thereto. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  several  persons  above  named  shall  pay  their 
proportionable  part  of  all  taxes  which  are  already  assessed  or  levied 
on  the  town  of  Northampton,  in  like  manner  as  though  this  act  had 
not  been  made.     \_Passed  September  29. 


CHAPTER    15. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  THE  PLACE  FOR  HOLDING  THE  COURT  OF 
GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE,  AND  INFERIOR  COURT  OF  COM- 
MON PLEAS,  BY  LAW,  APPOINTED  TO  BE  HELD  AT  CAMBRIDGE,  IN 
AND  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  ON  THE  THIRD  TUESDAY  OF 
MAY,  AND  FOR  ALTERING  THE  PLACE  FOR  HOLDING  THE  COURT  OF 
GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE  AND  INFERIOR  COURT  OF  COM- 
MON PLEAS,  BY  LAW  APPOINTED  TO  BE  HELD  AT  GROTON,  IN  AND 
FOR  SAID  COUNTY,  ON  THE  LAST  TUESDAY  OF  NOVEMBER. 

Whereas    the   places   by   law,  appointed    for    holding    the   courts 
aforesaid  have  been  found  inconvenient ;  therefore,  —  1775-76, chap.ii. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  Conrtheidat 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  by  law,  appointed  to  be  held  at  <*''o^°»^i»en: 
Cambridge,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  May,  be  henceforth  held  at  Grotou,  in  and  for  said  county,  on  the 
said  third  Tuesday  of  May,  annually  ;  and  the  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  and  inferior  court  of  co[fn][mm]on  pleas,  by 
law,  appointed  to  be  held  at  Groton,  in  and  for  the  said  county  of 
Middlesex,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  November,  be  henceforth  held  at 


902 


Pkovince  Laws.  —  1778-79.         [Chap.  1G.] 

[revolution  AR Y    period  ^  "  STATE.' '] 


—  when  at  0am- 
bridge. 


Writs,  etc.,  re- 
turnable. 


Cambridge,  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  November,  annually. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  all  writs,  processes  and  recognizances,  return- 
able to,  and  all  appeals  made  to  the  said  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  and  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  by  law,appointed  to  be  held 
at  Groton,  in  and  for  said  county,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  November, 
and  all  matters,  causes  and  things,  that  have  day,  or  that  migh[^*]  have 
been  had,  moved,  or  done,  at  Groton  aforesaid,  in  and  by  said  courts, 
shall  be  returnable  to,  and  may  be  entere[f/*],  prosecuted,  had, 
moved  and  done  in  and  by,  said  courts,  at  the  place  hereby  appointed 
for  holding  the  same.     \_Passed  September  29. 


CHAPTER    16. 


AN  ACT  FOR  PROLONGING  THE  TIME  FOR  ADMINISTERING  THE  OATH, 
OR  AFFIRMATION,  OF  FIDELITY  AND  ALLEGIANCE. 


Preamble. 
1778-79,  chap.  6. 


Time    pro- 
longed. 


Officers  quali- 
fied to  act. 


Commanding 
oflV'ors  to  enjoin 
uuderofficers  to 
take  said  oath. 

Commanding 
officers  to  ad- 
minister said 
oath. 


Whereas,  by  law,  it  is  required  that  the  oath,  or  aflSrmation,  of 
fidelity  and  allegiance  be  administered  to  all  commissioned  officers, 
both  civil  and  military,  and  attorn  [i]e[y]s-at-law,  in  this  state,  by  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September,  in  the  present  year,  otherwise  that  such 
person  be  considered  as  disqualified  to  act  in  either  of  said  offices  or 
places ;  which  time  does  not  appear  to  this  court  sufficiently  distant 
for  commissioned  civil  officers  and  commissioned  military  officers  to 
take  said  oath,  by  reason  of  many  of  them  being  called  abroad  into 
the  public  service,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  time  for  administering  the  said  oath,  or  affir- 
mation, of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  be  prolonged,  for  all  commissioned 
civil  officers  and  all  commissioned  military  officers,  to  the  first  day  of 
March  next;  and  that  no  person  be  considered  as  disqualified  from 
acting  in  any  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  before  the  expiration  of  said 
time,  although  the  oath,or  affirmation, aforesaid  be  not  to  them  admin 
istered  ;  any  law  of  this  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  in  this 
state,i'equire  and  enjoin  every  such  militia  officer  under  his  command, 
to  take  said  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  by  or  before  the  first 
day  of  March  aforesaid ;  and  said  commanding  officer  is  hereby 
[i][e]mpowered,  having  first  taken  said  oath,  to  administer  the  same 
to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  under  his  command,  and 
directed  to  make  return  thereof  into  the  secretary's  office  as  soon  as 
may  be.     \_Passed  October  2. 


*  Bngroument  matllat«d. 
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CHAPTER    17. 

AN  ACT   FOR   REVIVING  AND   CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE 
EXPIRED,  AND  NEAR  EXPIRING. 


Preamble. 


Whereas  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  now 
expired   or   near   expiring,  have  been  found  useful  and  beneficial ; 
viz™.,  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun-  RecUai  of  laws 
dred  and  thirty-six,  [i][e]utitled  "  An  Act  to  enable  the  overseers  of  1736-37 Jchap. 4. 
the  poor,  and  selectmen,  to  take  care  of  idle  and  disorderly  persons  ;  " 
one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  [ij[e]ntitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  unniecessary  jour-  1738-39,  chap.  26: 
neying  of  the  members  of  the  general  court ; "  one  act  made  in  the 
year   of    our   Lord   one   thousand   seven   hundred    and   thirty-nine, 
[i3.[e]  ntitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws  of  this  province  1739.40,  chap.  12. 
relating  to  common  roads  and  private  ways  ; "  one  act  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty,  [i][e]ntitled 
"  An  Act  for  expl [a] [i] nation  of,  and  supplement  to,  the  act  referring  1740.41,  chap. 20. 
to  the  poor,  &c.  ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-one,  [i][e]ntitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  1741-42, chap. 4. 
an  act   [i][e]ntitled  'An  Act  for  explanation  of,  and  supplement  to, 
an   act  referring  to  the  poor ; ' "  three  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  ;  one,  [ij[«]ntitled 
•'An  Act  to  prevent  unnecessary  lawsuits;"  another,  [i][ejntitled  1742-43, chap.  19. 
"An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  regulating  the  assize  of  1J42-43, chap. 20. 
casks,  and  preventing  deceits  in   the  packing  of  fish,  beef  and  ])ork,    ""  *  •^*"^'>-'- 
for  sale  ;  "  the  other,  [i]  [pjntitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  gaming  for  1742-43,  chap.  27. 
money  or  other  gain  ; "  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred   and  forty-four,   [i][e]ntitled  "An  Act  to  1743-44,  chap.  23. 
prevent  unnecessary  expence  in   suits  at  law ; "  three  acts  made  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-six ;  one, 
[i][e]ntitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  firing  of  guns  charged  with  shot  1745-47,  chap.  11. 
or  ball,  in  the  town  of  Boston;"  another,    [i][e]ntitled    "An   Act  174647, chap.  10, 
in  further  addition  to  an  act  [i][e]n  titled  '  An  Act  for  higliways  : '  " 
the  other  is  [i][e]ntitled  "An  Act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  pri-  1746-47,  chap.  is. 
vate  ways  to  repair  them  in  an  equal  manner  ; "  one  act  made  in  the 
year    of    our   Lord   one   thousand   seven   hundred  and  forty-eight, 
[i][e]ntitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  beach,  1748-49, chap.  13. 
and  meadows  in  Plymouth  adjoining  to  said  beach,  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  Plymouth  Beach  ; "  two  acts  made  in  tlie  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one;  one,  [i][e]ntitled 
"An  Act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  course  of  judicial  proceed-  1751.52,  chap.  17. 
ings  ; "  the  other,  [i][e]ntitled   "An  Act  to   [i][e]mpower  the  pro-  1751-52,  chap.  19. 
prietors  of  the  meeting-house  in  the  first  parish  in  Salem,  where  the 
Rev[e/-e»,]d  Mr.  John  Sparhawk  now  ofliciates,  and  also  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  meeting-house  in  the  third  parish  in   Newbury,  where  the 
Rev[eren]d  Mr.  John  Lowell  officiates,  to  raise  money  for  defreying 
ministerial  and  other  necessary  charges  ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six,  [i][e]ntitled 
"An  Act  for  preventing  petitions   to  the  general  court,  relating  to  1755-56, chap. 39. 
licences  for  retailing  strong  drink,  and  keeping  houses  of  public  enter- 
tainment ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tliousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,   [i][e]ntitlcd  "An  Act  for  preventing  tdie  1756-57,  chap.  sa. 
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unnecessary  destruction  of  alewives  in  the  town  of  Sandwich ;  "  one 
act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

1759-60,  chap.  82.  sixty,  [i]  [ejntitlcd  "An  Act  to  enable  the  town  of  Weymouth  to 
regulate  and  order  the  taking  and  disposing  of  the  fish  called  shad[d] 
and  alewives,  within  the  limits  of  that  town  ; "  three  acts  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two ;  one, 

1761-62, chap. 26.  [i][e]ntitled  "  Au  Act  to  pvcveut  damage  by  fire  in  the  town[s]  of 
Salem,  Marblehead,  and  other  maritime  towns  in  the  province ;  an- 

1761-62,  chap.  31.  other,  [i][ti]ntitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the 
meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  and  adjoining  on  the  north-east  part  of 
the  town  of  Yarmouth,  between  Quivit  Harbo[M]r,  on  the  east,  and 

1762-63,  chap.  5.  gesuit  Harbo[?^]r,  on  the  west ;  "  the  other,  [i]  [ejntitled,  "An  Act  for 
rendering  more  effectual  the  laws  already  made  relating  to  shingles, 
and  for  regulating  the  assize  of  staves,  hoops  and  clapboards  ; "  two 
acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

1762-63, chap.  18.  sixty-threc  ;  one,  [i][e]ntitled  "  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  poor  prison- 

1762-63, chap. 27.  ei's  foT  debt;"  the  other,  [i][e]ntitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the 
act  made  and  passed  in  the  eight [7t]  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late 

1709-10, chap. 5.  majesty  Queen  Ann,  [i][e]ntitled  'An  Act  for  regulating  of  drains 
or  common  shores  ;' "  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 

1764-65,  chap.  12.  saud  scvcu  huudrcd  and  sixty-four,  [i]  [e]  ntitled  "  An  Act  in  addition 
to  an  act,  [i][e]ntitled  '  An  Act  providing  in  case  of  sickness  ; ' "  one 
act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

176465, chap. 30.  sixty-five,    [i][e]ntitled   "  An  Act   for  allowing   necessary   supplies 

to  the  east[ern][^(;ard]  Indians,  and  for  regulating  trade  with  them 

■    and  preventing  abuses  therein  ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

1770-71,  chap.  4,  one  thousaud  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  [i][e]  ntitled  "An  Act  to 
prevent  the  obstructing  and  destroying  of  the  fish  called  alewives,  in 
then*  passage  up  and  down  Maddepayset  River,  within  the  town  of 
Rochester ; "  two  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

1770-71,  chap.  28.  sevcu  hundred  and  seventy-one;  one,  [i][e]  ntitled  "An  Act  to  im- 
power  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Dartmouth  to  regulate  the  tak- 
ing of  fish,  within  the  harbo[M]rs  and  coves  of  said  township  of  [of] 

1771-72,  chap.  4.  Dartmouth  ;"  the  other,  [i][e]  ntitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being 
done  to  the  proprietors  of  the  meadow,  upland  and  beach,  called  Great 
and  Little  Scipuiszet,  in  the  town  of  Falmouth  and  county  of  Barn- 
stable ; "  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

1771-72, chap.  13.  hundred  and  seventy-two,  [i][e] ntitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an 
act,  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty, 
[i]  [e]  ntitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  oysters  in  the 
several  bays  and  rivers,  hereafter  mentioned,  within  this  province  ; '  " 
one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousaud  seven  hundred  and 

1772-73,  chap.  48.  seventy-thrcc,  [i]  [e] ntitled  "  An  Act  for  regulating  the  alewive  fish- 
ery in  the  town  of  Halifax,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth ;  "  one  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 

1776-77,  chap.  25.  ty-six,  [i]  [e]ntitled  "An  Act  for  preventing  the  operation  of  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy,  [i][e]ntitled  '  An  Act  for  repealing  the  several  laws  now  in 
force  which  relate  to  the  limitation  of  personal  actions,  and  the  limi- 
tation of  personal  actions  for  the  future,  and  for  avoiding  suits  at 
law ; ' "  two  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

1777-78, chap. 3.  hundred  and  seventy-seven;  one,  [i][e] ntitled  "An  Act  to  prevent 
the  pernicious  practice  of  distilling,  into  any  kind  of  spirit  whatever, 
cyder,  wheat,  Indian  corn,  rye,  barley  and  oats,  or  either  of  them ; " 

1777-78, chap.  B.  the  Other,  [i]  [e] ntitled  "  An  Act  to  oblige  persons  to  attend  and  give 
•  evidence,  in  certain  cases,  in  the  neighbouring  states," — 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  b>/  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

That  such  of    tlie   before-mentioned  acts  as  are  now  expired,  be  Said  laws  to  be 
revived,  and  such  of  said  acts  as  are   not  yet  expired,  be  continued,  JhJfirTtday'of 
with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  con-  November, i782. 
tained,  and  shall  be  in  force  untill  the  first  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  from  thence  to  the  end 
of   the    then   next   session   of    the   general   court,    and   no   longer. 
\^Passed  October  5. 


CHAPTER    18. 

AN  ACT  FOR  DIVIDING  AND  SETTING  OFF  THE  WESTERLY  PART  OF 
THE  TOWN  OF  NEWTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  INTO  A 
SEPARATE  PRECINCT  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  WEST  PRECINCT. 

"Whereas,  for  the  greater  conveniency  of  attending  the  public  wor-  Preamble, 
ship  of  God, and  the  promotion  of  the  Christian  religion,  it  is  found 
necessary  to  divide'  and  set[t]  off  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  of 
Newton  into  a  separate  pre[c]inct, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[S'ECT.  1.]     That  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  of  Newton  shall  be  Boundaries  of 
and  hereby  is  set  off  into  a  separate  precinct  by  the  name  of  the  West  c^ncun  the  town 
Precinct ;  and  the  said  westerly  part  of  the  land  in  said  town  is  ac-  of  Newtou. 
cordingly  hereby  set  off,  by  a  line  beginning  on  the  bank  of  Charles 
River,   at  the  south-easterly  corner  of  a  farm  possessed  by  Samuel 
Woodward  ;  from  thence,  on  a  direct  line,  to  the  south-easterly  part  of 
land  improved  by  Daniel  Fuller,  and  to  continue,  the  same  sti'ai[gh]t 
course,  to  Watertown  line  ;  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  inhabitants  may 
as  have  not  petitioned  to  be  set  off,  as  aforesaid,  that  shall  fall  on  pa^iXthey^win 
cither  side  of  the  aforesaid  line,  and  shall  choose  to  belong  to,  and  be  belong  to. 
part  of  the  precinct  on   the  other  side  of  said  line,  who  shall,  within 
six  months  from  the  date  of  this  act,  give  their  names  into  the  secre- 
tary's office,  of  this  state,  they,  with  their  estates,  shall  be  recorded  as 
part   of,  the  precinct  they  shall  so  choose,   and  shall  do  duty  and 
receive  privileges  accordingly ;  and  such  persons  as  belong  to  said 
town  and  are  now  in  the  army,  or  beyond  sea,  shall,  within  six  months 
after  their  return,  enjoy  the  same  privile[d]ge. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  there  be  any  tracts  or  parcel[l]s  of  land  l3'ing  what  lands 
in  either  precinct,  which  belong  to.  and  are  under  the  immediate  im-  shall  be  taxed, 
provement  of  any  person  belonging  to  the  other  precinct,  such  lands 
shall  be  taxed  to  that  parish  to  which  ench  improver  belongs,  so  long 
as  it  shall  remain  under  the  improvement  of  a  person  under  the  above 
description,  and  no  longer. 

Ayid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  said  West  Precinct  shall  be  and  hereby  is  in- 
vested with  all  the  rights,  privile[d]ges  and  immunities  which,  by  law, 
other  precincts  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  all  monies  already  assessed  by  said  town  be  cot-  Taxes  already 
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lected,  paid  and  appropriated, in  the  same  manner  as  if  said  town  had 
not  been  divided. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  Jonathan  Brown,  Esq"^""^.,  be  and  hereby  is  im- 
])owered  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  said 
West  Precinct,  requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  there- 
of to  meet  at  such  time,  and  place  in  said  precinct,  as  by  such  warrant 
shall  be  specified,  and  then  and  there  to  choose  such  officers  as  may  be 
necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  said  precinct ;  and  the  inhab- 
itants qualified  by  law  to  vote,  being  so  met,  shall  be  and  hereby  are 
impowered  to  choose  such  precinct  officers  accordingly. 

Provided, — 

[Sect.  6.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to 
extend,  to  determine  to  which  precinct  a  certain  minister  [i]al  lot  lying, 
in  the  West  Precinct,  or  any  part  of  said  lot,  shall  belong.  \^Passed 
October  7. 


CHAPTER    19. 

AN  ACT  FOR  DRAWING  IN  THE  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  OF  THE  SEVERAL 
DENOMINATIONS  UNDER  SIX  SHILLINGS,  BEARING  DATE  PRIOR  TO 
THE  EIGHTEENTH  OF  OCTOBER,  A[iVA'0]  D[0M/.V7]  ONE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SIX,  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  ISSUED 
BY  THIS  GOVERNMENT  AND  ARE  STILL  OUTSTANDING,  AND  FOR 
PROHIBITING  THE  CURRENCY  OF  THE  SAME;  AS  ALSO  FOR  xMAKING 
AND  EMITTING  BILLS  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT,  FOR  THE  REDEMPTION 
THEREOF. 


Preamble. 


Treasurer  au- 
thorized to  re- 
ceive the  bills. 


Bills  of  several 
denominations, 
to  be  emitted. 


Whereas  the  currency  of  the  small  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  this 
state  before  the  eighteenth  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  suffers  much  from  great  numbers  of  them  being  much 
torn  and  otherwise  defaced, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  the  state  be  and  hereby  is  author- 
ized and  impowered  to  receive  into  the  public  treasury  the  whole  and 
every  part  and  parcel  of  the  small  bills  of  public  credit  emitted  by 
this  state,  before  the  eighteenth  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six,  for  a  less  sum  than  six  shillings,  and,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  give  to  the  possessor  or  possessors  thereof  an  equal  sum  in 
bills  of  credit  hereafter  ordered  to  be  emitted  for  that  purpose. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  there  be  forthwith  stamped,  on  the  copperplates 
prepa[i]red  for  the  last  emission,  a  number  of  bills  of  credit  of  this 
state,  to  the  amount  of  twenty-eight  thousand  pounds,  and  no  more ; 
said  bills  to  be  of  the  following  denominations;  vizi^'^.,  of  twopence, 
of  threepence,  of  fourpence,  of  sixpence,  of  eightpence,  of  ninepence, 
of  one  shilling,  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence,  of  two  shillings,  of  three 
shillings,  of  four  shillings,  and  of  four  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  and 
that  there  be  stamped  thirty  thousand  of  each  denomination  —  the  form 
and  devise  on  the  back  of  each  bill  the  same  as  in  said  last  emission. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  said  bills  shall  be  paid,  taken  and  received,  at  Said  biiis  to  be 
the  public  treasury  of  this  state,  and  in  all  other  payments  whatever  puTHrtreUury! 
in  this  state,  at  the  rates  expressed  in  said  bills,  without  abatement  or 
discount,  under  the  penalty  of  treble  the  value  of  the  bill  or  bills  so 
passed,  and  costs,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid  by  the  receiver ;  and  may 
be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  complaint  or  indictment,  in  any  court 
proper  to  try  the  same  ;  and  a  tender  of  said  bills  may  be  pleaded 
and  have  the  same  effect,  in  any  action  which  may  be  brou^t  for  the 
recovery  of  any  debt  whatsoever,  in  the  same  manner  as  aT>ender  of 
a  like  sum  in  gold  or  silver. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  this  Comnntteeto 
court,  to  authenticate,  by  signing  and  numbering  the  bills  aforesaid,  "hebiii»,''°^*'^° 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  and  [i][e]mpowered  to  take  care  and 
make  effectual  provision,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  cause  the  said  bills,  of 
the  several  denominations  aforesaid,  to  be  printed   and  authenticated 
to  the  amount  of  the  said  sum  of  twenty-eight  thousand  pounds,  and  no  -to  tho  amount 
more  ;  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  taking  his  °     -  > 
receipt  or  receipts  for  the  same,  and  lodge  said  receipt  or  receipts  in 
the  secretary's  oflBce ;  and  that  said  committee  be  allowed  a  reason- 
able sum  for  theu-  services. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be  and  hereby  is 
ordered  to  emit  and  issue  forth  said  bills  for  redeeming  and  sinking  all 
such  bills  of  credit,  of  this  state,  as  he  shall  receive  in  the  treasury, 
bearing  date  prior  to  the  eighteenth  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  overplus,  if  any  there 
be,  shall  be  appropriated  towards  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  from 
this  state  according  to  the  laws,  resolves  and  orders  of  the  general 
assembly. 

And  ivhereas  it  is  necessary  a  suitable  provision  should  be  made  for  ProvUo. 
calling  m  and  sinking  said  emission  of  bills, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  twenty-  Tax  to  be  levied, 
eight  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  [the'\  polls,  and  estates  both 
real  and  personal,  within  this  state,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and 
ordered  by  the  great  and  general  court  or  assembly  at  their  session  in 
May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  to  be  paid 
into  the  public  treasury  some  time  before  the  last  day  of  March  then 
next  after. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  if  the  general  assembly,  at  their  session  in  May,  Towns'and  ^ 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  or  some  time  before  the  °p']fort^io'JX',,t  o 
twentieth  day  of  September,  in  that  year,  shall  not  agree  and  conclude  tho  tax. 
upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sum  which  by  this  act  is  engaged  to  be, 
in  that  year,  assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and  in  that  case  each  town 
and  other  place   in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be  levied  on 
pol[e][i]s,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  their  respective 
limits,  the  same  proportion  of  that  sum  as  such  town  or  other  place 
was  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  preceeding, 

[Sect.  8.]     And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  [i][e]m-  state  treasurer 
powered  and  directed,  sometime  in  the  month  of  September,  in  the  fs'sue forth hia 
last-mentioned  year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  ^iecfmeV°in'^* 
the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  within  this  state,  and  to  some  such  town,  to 
suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  as  are  not  incor-  ''^*^^^*  ^^ 
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porated,  requiring  him  or  them  to  assess  the  pol['e][i5]s,  and  estates 
both  real  and  personal,  within  their  several  towns  and  other  places, 
for  their  respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sum  before  directed 
and  engaged  to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  time 
before  mentioned ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  the  persons  assessed, 
shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  direc- 
tions as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  preceeding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  9.]  That  every  matter  and  clause  relative  to  the  supply  of 
the  treasury,  in  any  previous  act  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of 
credit  by  this  act  now  to  be  called  in  and  redeemed,  be  and  hereby 
is  repealed  and  declared  null  and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  the  possessor  and  possessors  of  the  bills  of  credit 
of  this  state,  emitted  before  the  eighteenth  day  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  called 
upon  and  directed  to  bring  the  same  to  the  treasurer  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine; 
from  whom  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  exchange,  an  equal  sum 
out  of  the  emission  in  this  act  for  that  purpose  provided. 

And,  for  the  more  speedy  calling  in  said  bills  of  credit,  and  bringing 
the  matter  to  a  close, — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  if  the  possessor  or  possessors  of  said  bills  shall 
neglect  to  offer  the  same  to  the  treasurer,  to  be  exchanged,  by  the  first 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  all  right 
or  claim  to  the  redemption  or  exchange  of  said  bills  shall  cease  and 
determine. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  12.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  within  this  state, shall 
offer  to  pass,  after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  in  any  kind  of  pay- 
ment whatsoever,  any  of  the  bills  of  public  credit  emitted  by  this 
state  before  the  eighteenth  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  every  person  so  offering  or  passing  any  such  bill, 
shall  forf [ie]  [ei]t  and  pay,  for  each  offence,  the  sum  of  five  pounds, 
one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  prosecutor,  the  other  moiety  to 
the  use  of  this  state  ;  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint  or  information,  or 
by  indictment  of  the  grand  jury,  in  any  court  proper  to  hedr  and  de- 
termine the  same.  And  if  any  person  or  persou[s]  shall  presume  to 
offer  to  the  treasurer,  to  be  exchanged,  any  false,  forged  or  counter- 
feited bill  or  bills,  knowing  the  same  to  be  such,  every  person  so  offer- 
ing any  such  false,  forged  or  counterfeited  bill,,  shall  be  liable  to  the 
same  pains  and  penalties  as  persons  are  liable  to  who  utter  any  forged 
or  counterfeit  bill  or  bills  of  public  credit  purporting  to  be  bills 
emitted  by  this  state.     \_Passed  October  13. 
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CHAPTEE    20. 

AN    ACT    FOR    INCORPORATING     THE      PLANTATION     CALLED    EAST    . 
HOOSUCK,    IN  THE   COUNTY   OF   BERKSHIRE,  INTO   A  TOWN  BY  THE 
NAME  OF  ADAMS. 

Whereas   a  number   of   the   inhabitants  of  the  plantation  called  Preamble. 
East  Hoosuck,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  have  represented  to  this 
court  the  great  difficulties  and  inconveniences  they  labor  under  in  their 
present   situation,   and  have  earnestly  requested  that   they  may  be 
incorporated  into  a  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled.,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same., 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  plantation,  called  East  Hoosuck,  bounded  How  bounded, 
as  follows;  viz.,  begin[?i]ing  at  the  south-west  corner,  [at]  [o/]  a 
spruce-tree,  marked  T.  D.,  I.  C,  O.  P.,  and  ISD.,  1749  ;  from  thence, 
runs  north,  ten  degrees  east,  two  thousand  three  hundred  poles,  to  a 
white-oak  tree  marked  ISD.  ;  thence,  east,  ten  degrees  south,  sixteen 
hundred  poles,  to  a  beach-tree  on  the  top  of  the  East  Mountain,  marked 
^D. ;  thence,  runs  south,  ten  degrees  west,  two  thousand  three  hundred 
poles,  to  a  beach-tree  with  stones  at  the  root,  marked  ISD. ;  thence, 
runs  west,  ten  degrees  north,  sixteen  hundred  poles,  to  the  first-men- 
tioned bounds,  —  be  and  hereby  is  ereeted  into  a  town  by  the  name  of 
Adams  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
invested  with  all  the  powers,  priviledges  and  immunities  which  the 
inhabitants  of  towns  within  this  state  do  or  may  by  law  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted., 

[Sect.  2.]     That  Col[onel]  Joab  Stafford  be,    and   he  hereby  is,  Warrants k, 
[i][e]rapowered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  e^fiii^/"!: 
inhabitant  of  said  town,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  there-  meotiDg  tor  the 
of  to  meet,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  officers?^'""" 
choose  all  such  officers  as  towns  are,  by  law,  required  and  [i][e]mpow- 
ered  to  choose  in  the  month  of  March,  annually ;  at  which  said  meet- 
ing all  the  then  present  inhabitants  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of 
age  shall  be  admitted  to  vote.     \_Passed  October  15. 


CHAPTEE    21. 


AN  ACT  FOR  AUGMENTING  CERTAIN  FEES,  ALLOWANCES  AND  PENAL- 
TIES, ESTABLISHED  BY  LAWS  OF  THIS  STATE. 

Whereas,  by  reason  of  the  enhanced  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  Preamble, 
life,  the  fees  of  the  several  civil  officers  of  government,  and  allow- 
ances to  parties,  established  by  law,  are  rend[e]red  vei-y  inadequate 
to  their  services  and  expences,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled.,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  several  officers  and  persons  whom  the  act  Augmentation 
hereafter    mentioned    respects,    be    and    hereby    -ore    allowed    and  °^^«««- 
[i][e]mpowered  to  demand  and  receive  for  their  services,  respectively, 
three  times  the  fees  and  allowances  established  by  a  law  of  this  state, 
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made  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight, 

1777-78,  chap.  17.  [i]  [c]ntitled,  "  An  Act  for  the  repealing  one  part  of  a  law  of  this 

state,  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

hundred   and   seventy-six,  [i][e]ntitled  'An  Act  for   the   repealing 

1775-76,  chap.' 23.  onc   law  of  this  colouy,  made  and  passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  the 

reign  of  William  and  Mary,  king  and  queen,  [i][e]ntitled  "An  Act 

1692-93,  chap.  37.  for  regulating  the  fees  and  allowances  of  the  several   officers   and 

persons,  within  this  colony,  hereinafter  mentioned," ' "  instead  of  the 

fees  and  allowances  set  down  in  said  act ;  anything  therein  contained 

to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Provided,  7ieverlheless, — 

Proviso.  [Sect.  2.]     That   sheriffs,  coroners   and   constables   shall  not  be 

allowed  to  receive  more,  for  levying  monies  upon  writs  of  execution  [or  j 

[o7i]  warrants  of  distress,  than  is  stated  in  the  act  above  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  eriacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  several  penalties  and  fines  annexed  to  any 

offences,   by  any  of  the  acts  of  this  state,   whether  known  by  the 

name  of   province,  colony,  or  state,  laws    made  and  enacted  before 

the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

hundi'ed  and  seventy-eight,  shall  be  taken  to  be  three  times  as  much 

as  in  the  said  acts  they  are  called ;  and  the  several  courts  author- 

i[z][s]ed  to  impose  or  inflict  any  such  penalties  or  fines,  are  directed 

to  give  judgment  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  such  courts  as  have  now,  by  law,  jurisdiction  of 

any  of  the  offences  aforesaid,  shall  continue  to  have  jurisdiction  of 

the  same,  notwithstanding  the  augmentation  of  the  said  fines  and 

forfeitures. 

Said  act  to  [Sect.  5.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  last  day 

force'untiuhe     of  September  next,  and  from  thence  to  the  second  Wednesday  of  the 

last  day  of  Sep-  ^\^q^  jjg^^  scssiou  of  the   general    court,   and   no   longer.     [Passed 

tember  next.  ^        ,        .,  k  o  l 

October  15. 


OHAPTEK    22. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT,  [I]  [£]NTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PRE- 
VENT THE  WASTE,  DESTRUCTION  AND  EMBEZZLEMENT  OF  THE 
GOODS  OR  ESTATES  OF  SUCH  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE  LEFT  THE  SAME, 
AND  FLED  TO  OUR  ENEMIES  FOR  PROTECTION;  AND  ALSO  FOR 
PAYMENT  OF  THEIR  JUST  DEBTS,   OUT  OF  THEIR  ESTATES." 

Preamble.  Whereas,  in  the  act  passfeld,  A.D.,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 

'and  seventy-seven,  [i][e]ntitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  waste, 
destruction  and  embezzlement  of  the  goods  or  estates  of  such 
persons  who  have  left  the  same,  and  fled  to  our  enemies  for  protec- 
tion ;  and  also  for  payment  of  their  just  debts,  out  of  their  estates," 
the  judges  of  probate  for  the  several  counties  within  this  state  are  not 
[i][e]mpowered  to  appoint  agents  to  the  estates  of  such  persons  as 
have  left  this  state,  and  fled  to  our  enemies  for  protection,  unless  it 
shall  so  appear  to  them  by  a  certificate  from  under  the  hands  of  the 
major  part  of  the  selectmen  or  committees  of  correspondence  of  the 
towns  where  such  absent  persons  were  inhabitants ;  and  whereas  it  is 
highly  necessary  that  an[d]  agent  to  every  such  estate  be  appointed, 
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in  order  that  the  further  waste  and  embezzlement  thereof  may  be 
prevented,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  judges  of  probate,  within  the  several  counties  Jmigc-s  of  pro- 
in  this  state  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  [i][e]mpowered,  directed  and  uftip^J^.n"^'^^^ 
enjoined, —  as  soon  as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  by  i[m][9i]  formation  or  apms  to_ 
otherwise,  that  any  person  or  persons  within  their  respective  counties  estates'^'''* 
have  left  this  state,  and  fled  to  our  enemies  for  protection,  since  the 
nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  leaving,  within  the  same,  real  or  personal 
estate  of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds,  —  to  appoint  some  discreet  and 
suitable  person  (not  being  a  relation  to  the  absent  person),  agent  to 
every  such  estate;  which  agent[s],  so  appointed,  shall  be  under  the 
same  rules  and  restrictions,  in  adjusting  and  settling  said  estates,  and 
be  accountable  for  the  faithful[l]  discharge  of  their  dut}',  in  the  same 
manner  as  agents  are  who  may  or  have  been  appointed  by  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  addition. 

And  tohereas  doubts  have  arisen,  and  may  arise,  respecting  the  Proviso, 
power  of  the  judges  of  probate  to  appoint  agents  to  the  estates  of 
such  persons  as  have  died  since  they  fled  to  our  enemies  for  protec- 
tion ;  for  removal  of  which,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judges  of  probate  of 
the  several  counties  within  this  state,  to  appoint  agents  to  the  estates 
of  all  such  persons  as  come  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
aforerecited  act,  their  death  since  their  removal  from  this  state 
notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  judge  of  probate  in  each  county  be,  and  he  judge  of  pro- 
hereby  is,  authori[z]  [s]ed  and  directed  to  appoint  three  or  more  faith-  {'o^'appoillt'ihul 
ful[l]  and  judicious  persons,  as  commissioners,  to  receive  and  examine  jiuiidou«  por- 
the  claims  of  the  several  creditors  to  such  absentees,  whether  it  shall  cialrnsVf^ihe""*^ 
appear  that  such  absentees'  estates  be  insuflScient  to  pay  all  the  debts  creditors  of 
due  from  them,  or  not ;  anything  contained  in  the  law  to  which  this  is 
in  addition,  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  any  agent  appointed  as  aforesaid,  or  by  virtue  of  Agents  to  have 
the  act  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  same  power  and  authority  over  the  e^tlte^naiand 
estate,  real  or  personal,  of  which  he  is  agent,  if  the  same  lies,  or  pereouai. 
shall  be  found,  in  several  counties  within  this  state,  as  if  the  same  had 
been  within  the  county  where  such  absentee  lived.     [^Passed  October 
16. 


CHAPTER  23. 

AN  ACT  FOE,  ANNEXING  THE  WESTERLY  PART  OF  THE  PLANTATION 
CALLED  NUMBER  FIVE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  TO  THE 
TOWN  OF  GAGEBOROUGH,  IN  SAID  COUNTY;  AND  ALSO  FOR  CHANG- 
ING THE  NAME  OF  THE  SAID  TOWN  OF  GAGEBOROUGH,  AND 
CALLING  IT  BY  THE  NAME   OF   WINDSOR. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of   the  westerly  part  of   the  plantation  Preamble 
called  Number  Five,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  have  represented  the  i''i-'2,chap.  g. 
difficulties  they  are  under  in  not  belonging  to  any  incorporated  town, 
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and  have  requested,  by  their  petition,  to  be  annexed  to  the  town  of 
Gageborough,  in  the  county  aforesaid ;  which  request  appearing  to  be 
reasonable,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  westerly  part  of  the  tract  of  land  called 
Plantation  Number  Five,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  bounded  as  fol- 
lows;  viz.,  beginning  at  the  south-east  corner  of  the  lot  number 
twenty,  joining  upon  Partridgetield  Corner,  and  run[?i]ing,  a  strait 
line,  to  the  north-east  corner  of  the  lot  number  thirteen,  in  the  second 
division  of  lands  in  said  plantation,  with  one  third  part  of  the  public 
lands  in  said  plantation, —  be  and  hereby  is  annexed  to  the  town  of 
Gageborough  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  annexed  tract  of  land, 
and  their  estates  included  within  the  above  bounds,  shall  be  subjected 
to  equal  duties,  and  [i][e]ntitled  to  equal  privile[d]ges,  with  the 
other  inhabitants  of  said  town,  and  be,  in  all  respects,  incorporated 
with  them. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  town  of  Gageborough,  together  with  the 
tract  of  land  annexed  thereto  by  this  act,  shall  hereafter  be  con- 
sidered as  a  town,  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  Windsor  ;  and 
the  inhabitants  of  said  town  are  hereby  authori[z][.s']ed  and  directed, 
in  all  future  writings,  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature,  to  conform 
thereunto  ;  and  shall  [i][e]hjoy  every  privile[d]ge  and  immunity  that 
the  said  town  would  have  been  [i][e]utitled  to  if  the  name  of  the 
town  had  not  been  changed  ;  anything  in  the  incorporating  act  of  the 
said  town  of  Gageborough  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  [Passed 
October  16. 


CHAPTER  24 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  RETURN  TO  THIS  STATE,  OF  CERTAIN 
PERSONS  THEREIN  NAMED,  AND  OTHERS,  WHO  HAVE  LEFT  THIS 
STATE,  OR  EITHER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AND  JOINED  THE  ENE- 
MIES THEREOF. 

Preamble.  Whereas  Thomas  Hutchiusou,  Esq"^"^^.,  late  governor  of  this  state, 

Francis  Bernard,  Esq"^""^.,  formerly  governor  of  this  state,  Thomas 
Oliver,  Esq'^'^.,  late  lieutenant-governor  of  this  state,  Timothy  Rug- 
gles  of  Hardwick,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  Esq'^'"^.,  William 
Apthrop,  merchant,  Gibbs  Atkins,  cabinet-maker,  John  Atkinson, 
.John  Amory,  James  Anderson,  Thomas  Apthrop,  David  Black,  Will- 
iam Burton,  William  Bowes,  George  Brindley,  Robert  Blair,  Thomas 
Brindley,  James  Barrick,  merchants,  Thomas  Brattle,  Esqi^'^.,  Samp- 
son Salter  Blowers,  Esq"^'^.,  James  Bruce,  Ebenezer  Bridgham,  Alex- 
ander Brymer,  Edward  Berry,  merchants,  William  Burch,  late 
commissioner  of  the  customs,  Esqi^'l,  Mather  B3des,  jun'^'"^.,  clerk, 
William  Codner,  book-keeper,  Edward  Cox,  merchant,  Andrew  Caz- 
neau,  Esqi^'^.,  barrister-at-law,  Henry  Canner,  clerk,  Thomas  Court- 
ney, taylor,  Richard  Clark,  Esq"^""'.,  Isaac  Clark,  physician,  Benjamin 
Church,  physician,  John  Coffin,  distiller,  John  Clark,  physician,  Will- 
iam Coffin,  Esqi^""^.,  Nathaniel  Coffin,  Esq'^'"^.,  Jonathan  Clark,  mei-- 
chant,  Ai'chibald  Cunningham,  shopkeeper,  Gilbert  Deblois,  merchant, 
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Lewis  Deblois,  merchant,  Philip  Dumaresque,  merchant,  Benjamin 
Davis,  merchant,  John  Erving,  jun'^''^.,  Esq'^'"^.,  George  Erving,  Esqi^'^, 
Edward  Foster  and  Edward  Foster,  jun"^^^.,  blacksmiths,  Benjamin 
Faneuil,  jun'^'^.,  merchant,  Thomas  Flu[c]ker,  Esq'^'^.,  late  sec[re«ar]y 
for  Massachusetts  Bay,  Samuel  Fitch,  Esq'^"'^.,  Wilfret  Fisher,  carter, 
James  Forrest,  merchant,  Lewis  Gray,  merchant,  Francis  Green, 
merchant,  Joseph  Green,  Esq'^'^.,  Silvester  Gardner,  Esq'^'^^.,  Harrison 
Gray,  Esq"^""^.,  late  treasurer  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Harrison  Gray, 
jun'^''^.,  clerk  to  the  treasurer,  Joseph  Goldthwait,  Esq^'^.,  Martin  Gay, 
founder,  John  Gore,  Esqi^'^.,  Benjamin  Hallowell,  Esq"^""^.,  Robert 
Hallowell,  Esq"^'^.,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  juni^'^.,  Esqf^'l,  Benjamin 
Gridle}',  Esq'^''^.,  Fredrick  William  Geyer,  merchant,  John  Greenlaw, 
shopkeeper,  David  Green,  merchant>  Elisha  Hutchinson,  Esq'^'^, 
James  Hall,  mariner,  Foster  Hutchinson,  Esq'^"'^,  Benjamin  Mulbury 
Holmes,  distiller,  Samuel  Hodges,  book-keeper,  Henry  H[o][?<]lton, 
Esqi^'].,  Hawes  Hatch,  wharf [f]iuger,  John  Joy,  housewright,  Peter 
Johonnet,  distiller,  William  Jackson,  merchant,  John  Jeffries,  physi- 
cian, Henry  Laughton,  merchant,  James  Henderson,  trader,  John 
Hhiston,  yeoman,  Christopher  Hatch,  mariner,  Robert  Jarvis,  mai'i- 
ncr,  Richard  Le[a]chmere,  Esqi^'J.,  Edw[a?']d  Lyde,  merchant,  Henry 
Lloyd,  Esqi^''^.,  George  Leonard,  miller,  Henry  L[i][e]ddle,  book- 
keeper, Archibald  McNeal,  baker,  Christopher  Mino[t][?-],  tide- 
wa[/]ter,  James  Murray,  Esq'^"'^.,  William  McAlpin[e],  book-binder, 
Thomas  Mitchell,  mariner,  William  Martin,  Esq"^'^.,  John  Knuttou, 
tallow-chandler,  Thomas  Knight,  shopkeeper,  Samuel  Prince,  mer- 
chant, Adino  Paddock,  Esq'^'^.,  Charles  Paxtou,  Esq"^'^.,  Sir  William 
Pepper[rJel[Z],  Baronet,  John  Powell,  Esq'^'^.,  William  Lee  Perkins, 
physician,  Nathaniel  Perkins,  Esq"^'^.,  Samuel  Quiuc[e]y,  Esq'^''^.,  Owen 
Richards,  tide-waiter,  Samuel  Rogers,  merchant,  Jonathan  Simpson, 
Esq'^'^. ,  George  Spooner,  merchant,  Edward  Stowe,  mariner,  Richard 
Smith,  merchant,  Jonathan  Snelling,  Esq"^'^.,  Daniel  Silsby,  trader, 
Samuel  Sewall,  Esq'^''^.,  Abraham  Savage,  tax-gatherer,  Joseph  Scott, 
Esq'^'^.,  Francis  Skinner,  clerk  to  the  late  council,  William  Simpson, 
merchant,  Richard  Sherwin,  sadler,  Henry  Smith,  merchant,  John 
Semple,  merchant,  [and]  Robert  Semple,  merchant,  Thomas  Sel- 
krit'ig],  merchant,  James  Selkrigfg],  merchant,  Robert  Service, 
trader.  Simon  Tufts,  trader,  Arodi  Thayer,  late  mar[sha][iu7]l  to  the 
admiralty  court,  Nathaniel  Taylor,  deputy  naval  oflBcer,  John  Trout- 
beck,  clerk,  Gregory  Townsend,  Esq"^'^.,  William  Taylor,  merchant, 
William  Vassal[lJ,  Esq'^'"^,  Joseph  Taylor,  merchant,  Joshua  Upham, 
Esq"^'^.,  William  Walter,  clerk,  Samuel  Waterhouse,  merchant,  Isaac 
Winslow,  merchant,  John  Winslow,  juni^'^,  merchant,  David  Willis, 
mariner,  Obadiah  Whiston,  blacksmith,  Archibald  Wilson,  trader, 
John  White,  mariner,  William  Warden,  peruke-maker,  Nathaniel 
Mills,  John  Hicks,  John  Howe  and  John  Fleming,  printers,  —  all  of 
Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  Robert  Auchmuty,  Esq'^"'^.,  Joshua 
Loring,  Esq"^'^.,  both  of  Roxbury,  in  the  same  county;  Samuel 
Go[u]ldsbury,  yeoman,  of  Wrentham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk; 
Joshua  Loring,  jun'^'^.,  merchant,  Nathaniel  Hatch,  Esqi^'^..  both  of 
Dorchester,  in  the  same  eounty  ;  W[UU!i']m  Brown,  EsqC'3.,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  Esq"^""^.,  Samuel  Porter,  Esq'^'"^.,  John  Sargeant,  trader,  —  all  of 
Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex  ;  Richard  Saltonstall,  Esq'^"'^.,  of  Haver- 
hill, in  the  same  county  ;  Thomas  Roby,  trader,  Benjamin  Marston, 
merchant,  both  of  Marblehead,  in  [the]  said  county  of  Essex ;  Moses 
Badger,  clerk,  of  Haverhill  aforesaid  ;  Jonathan  Sewall,  Esq'^'^.,  John 
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Vassal[l],  EsqW  ,  David  Phip[/j]8,  Esq"^'^.,  John  Nutting,*  carpenter,— 
all  of  Cambridge,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  ;  Isaac  Royal[^],  Esqi^'^., 
of  Medford,  in  the  same  county  ;  Henry  Barnes  of  Marlboro  [^igrAJ,  in 
said  county  of  Middlesex,  merchant ;  Jeremiah  Dumraer  Rogers  of 
Littleton,  in  the  same  county,  Esq[MiJr[e],  Daniel  Bliss  of  Concord, 
in  the  said  county  of  Middlesex,  Esq"^'^.  ;  Charles  Russell  of  Lincoln, 
in  the  same  county,  physician ;  Joseph  Adams  of  Townsend,  in  said 
county  of  Middlesex,  physician  ;  Thomas  Danforth  of  Charlestown,  in 
said  county,  Esq[uire]  ;  Joshua  Smith,  trader,  of  Townsend,  in  said 
county;  Joseph  Ashley,  jun'^'^.,  gentleman,  of  Sunderland,  Nathaniel 
Dick[e][^■]uson,  gentleman,  of  Deerfield,  Sam[we]l  Bliss,  shopkeeper, 
of  Greenfield,  Roger  Dickenson,  yeoman,  Josiah  P[o][«]mroy,  phy- 
sician, and  Thomas  Cutler,  gentleman,  of  Hatfield,  Jonathan  Bliss, 
Esq"^"^^.,  of  Springfield,  William  Galway,  yeoman,  of  Conway,  Elijah 
Williams,  attorney-at-law,  of  Deerfield,  James  Oliver,  gentleman,  of 
Conway,  —  all  in  the  county  of  Hampshire  ;  Pelham  Winslow,  Esq'^'^., 
Cornelius  White,  mariner,  Ed[toa7*]d  Winslow,  jun'^''^.,EsqW,, — all  of 
Pl[y][i] mouth,  in  the  county  of  Pl[y]p]mouth  ;  Peter  Oliver,  Esq"^'^., 
Peter  Oliver,  jun'^''^,  physician,  both  of  Middleboro[i<g'/i],  in  the  same 
county;  Josiah  Edson,  Esq"^'^.,  of  Bridgwater,  in  the  said  county  of 
Pl[y]  [i] mouth  ;  Lieut.  Daniel  Dunbar  of  Halifax,  in  the  same  county  ; 
Charles  Curtis  of  Scituate,  in  said  county  of  PI [y][i] mouth,  gentle- 
m[e][o]n,  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas,  Esqi^'^.,  Israel  Tilden,  Caleb  Car 
ver,  Seth  Br[i][,?/]ant,  Benjamin  Wall^er,  Gideon  Walker,  Zera 
Walker,  Adam  Hall,  tertius,  Isaac  Joice,  Joseph  Phillips,  Daniel 
White,  jun'^'^.,  Cornelius  White,  tertius,  Melgar  Carver,  Luke  Hall, 
Thomas  Decrow,  John  Baker,  juni^^.,  —  all  of  Marshfield,  in  the  said 
county  of  Pl[y] [/] mouth ;  Gideon  White,  jun'^'^^.,  Daniel  Leonard, 
Esq'^'^^.,  Seth  Williams,  jun'^'^^.,  gentleman,  Solomon  Smith,  boatman, — 
all  of  Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Bristol;  Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq'^''^, 
Perez  Gilbert,  Ebeuezer  Hathaway,  junf^^^.,  Lot[f]  Strange,  the  third, 
ZebedeeTerree,  Bradford  Gilbert, —  all  of  Freetown,  in  the  same  county  ; 
Joshua  Broomer,  Shadrac[h][A;]  Hathaway,  Calvin  Hathaway,  Luther 
Hathaway,  Henry  Tisdel[l],  William  Burden,  Levi  Chace,  Shad- 
rac[h][fc]  Cha[s][c]e,  Richard  Holland,  Ebeuezer  Phillips,  Samuel 
Gilbert,  gentleman,  Thomas  Gilbert,  jun'^"'^.,  yeoman,  both  of  Berkley, 
in  the  said  county  of  Bristol;  Ammi  Cha[s][c]e,  Caleb  Wheaton, 
Joshua  Wilbore,  Lemuel  Bourn,  gentleman,  Thomas  Perry,  yeoman, 
David  Atkins,  labourer,  Samuel  Perry,  mariner,  Stephen  Perry, 
labourer,  John  Blackwell,  jun'^''^.,  labourer,  Francis  Finny,  labourer, 
and  Nehemiah  Webb,  mariner,  —  all  of  Sandwich,  in  the  county  of 
Barnstable ;  Eldad  Tupper  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  county  of  Bristol, 
labourer;  Silas  Perry,  labourer,  Seth  Perry,  mariner,  Elisha  Bourn, 
gentleman,  Thomas  Bumpus,  yeoman,  Ephraim  Ellis,  juu'^'^.,  yeoman, 
Edward  Bourn,  gentleman,  Nicholas  Cobb,  labourer,  William  Bourn, 
cordwainer,  —  all  of  Sandwich,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable  ;  and  Seth 
Bangs  of  Harwich,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  mariner ;  John 
Chandler,  Esq'^''^.,  James  Putnam,  Esq'^''^.,  Rufus  Chandler,  gentleman, 
William  Paine,  physician,  Adam  Walker,  blacksmith,  William  Chan- 
dler, gentleman,  —  all  of  Worcester,  in  the  county  of  Worcester  ;  John 
Walker,  gentleman,  David  Bush,  yeoman,  both  of  Shrewsbury,  in  the 
same  county;  Abijah  Willard,  Esq''^.,  Abel  Willard,  Esq"^'^,,  Joseph 
House,  yeoman,  —  all  of  Lancaster,  in  the  said  county  of  Worcester  ; 
Ebeuezer  Cutler,  trader,  James  Eager,  yeomau,  both  of  Northb[ury]- 
[orough^,  in  the  same  county ;  Daniel  Oliver,  Esq'^''^.,  Richard  Ruggles, 
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yooruau,  Gardner  Chandler,  trader,  Joseph  Ruggles,  gentleman, 
Nathaniel  Eiiggles,  yeoman, —  all  of  Hardwick,  in  the  said  county  of 
AVorcestcr ;  John  Ruggles,  yeoman,  of  said  Hardwick,  John  Eager, 
yeoman.  Ebenezer  Whipple,  Israel  Conkay,  John  Murray,  Esq'^'^.,  of 
Rutland,  in  said  county  of  Worcester  ;  Daniel  Murray,  gentleman, 
Samuel  Murray,  gentleman,  Michael  Martin,  trader,  of  Brookfield,  in 
the  said  county  of  Worcester ;  Thomas  Beaman,  gentleman,  of  Peters- 
ham, in  the  same  county  ;  Nathaniel  Chandler,  gentleman,  John  Bowen, 
gentleman,  of  Princeton,  in  the  said  county  ojf  Worcester;  James 
Crage,  gentleman,  of  Oa[c]kham,  in  the  same  county;  Thomas  Mul- 
l[e][/]ns,  blacksmith,  of  Leominster,  in  the  said  county  of  Worces- 
ter;  Francis  Waldo,  Esq'^''^,  Arthur  Savage,  Esq"^""^.,  Jeremiah  Pote, 
mariner,  Thomas  Ross,  mariner,  James  Wildridge,  marin(ii',  George 
Lydc,  custom-house  officer,  Robert  Pagan,  merchant,  Thomas  Wyer, 
mariner,  Thomas  Coulson,  merchant,  John  AViswall,  clerk,  Joshua 
I'Mdridge,  mariner,  Thomas  Oxnard,  merchant,  Edward  Oxnard,  mer- 
ch'mt,  William  Tyng,  Esq'^''^.,  John  Wright,  merchant,  Sam[Me]l  Long- 
fellow, mariner,  —  all  of  Falmouth,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  ; 
Charles  Callahan  of  Pownalboro[u(//i],  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
mariner  ;  Jonas  Jones  of  East  Hoosuck,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  ; 
David  Ingersoll  of  Great  Barrington,  in  the  same  county,  Esq'^"'^.  ; 
•Jonathan  Prindall,  Benjamin  Noble,  Francis  Noble,  Elisha  Jones  of 
Pit[^]sfield,  in  the  said  county  of  Berkshire,  [yeoman]  ;  John  Graves, 
yeoman,  Daniel  Brewer,  yeoman,  both  of  Pit[^]sfield  aforesaid  ;  Rich- 
ard Square  of  Lancsborough,  in  the  said  county  of  Berkshire  ;  Ephraim 
Jones  of  East  Hoosuck,  in  the  same  county  ;  Lewis  Hubb[e]l[e],  and 
many  other  persons,  —  have  left  this  state,  or  some  other  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  joined  the  enemies  thereof  and  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  thereby  not  only  depriving  these  states  of  their 
personal  services,  at  a  time  when  they  ought  to  have  afforded  their 
utmost  aid  in  defending  the  said  states  against  the  invasions  of  a 
cruel  enemy,  but  manifesting  an  inimical  disposition  to  the  said  states, 
and  a  design  to  aid  and  abet[t]  the  enemies  thereof  in  their  wicked 
purposes  ;  and  tvlierens  many  dangers  may  accrue  to  this  state  and 
the  United  States,  if  such  persons  should  be  again  admitted  to  reside 
in  this  state, — 

B-^  it  therpfore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  Enacdug  clause 
in  G  neral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  if  the  said  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Francis  Bernard, 
Thomas  Oliver,  Timothy  Ruggles,  William  Apthorp,  Gibbs  Atkins, 
John  Atkinson,  John  Amory,  James  Anderson,  Thomas  Apthorp, 
David  Black,  William  Burton,  William  Bowes,  George  Brindley, 
Robert  Blair,  Thomas  Brindley,  James  Barrick,  Thomas  Brattle, 
Samjjson  Salter  Blowers,  James  Bruce,  Ebenezer  Bridgham,  Alexan- 
der Br[i][?/]mer,  Edward  Berry,  William  Burch,  Mather  B[o]yles, 
juu'^''^.,  William  Codner,  Edward  Cox,  Andrew  Cazneau,  Henry  Can- 
ner,  Thomas  Courtney,  Richard  Clark[e],  Isaac  Clark[e],  Benjamin 
Church,  John  Coffin,  John  Clark,  William  Coffin,  Nathaniel  Coffin, 
Jonathan  Clark[e],  Archibald  Cunningham,  Gilbert  Deblois,  Lewis 
Deblois,  Philip D[a]  [rtjmaresque,  Benjamin  Davis,  John  Erving,  jun'^"'^., 
George  Erving,  Edward  Foster,  Edward  Foster,  jun"^^^.,  Benjamin 
Faueuil,  juni^'^.,  Thomas  Flu[c']ker,  Samuel  Fitch,  Wilfret  Fisher, 
James  Forrest,  Lewis  Gray,  Francis  Green,  Joseph  Green,  Silvester 
Gardner,  Harrison  Gray,  Harrison  Gray,  jun'^'^.,  Joseph  Goldtliwait, 
Martin  Gay,  John  Gore,  Benjamin  Hallowell,  Robert  Hallowell, 
Thomas  Hutchinson,  juni^'^,  Benjamin  Gridley,  Fred[e]rick  W[iUid]m 
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Geyer,  John  Greenlaw,  David  Green[e],  Elisha  Hutchinson,  James 
Hall,  Foster  Hutchinson,  Benjamin  Mulbury  Holmes,  Samuel  Hodges, 
Henry  Hulton,  Hawes  Hatch,  John  Joy,  Peter  Johon[w]  [o]  [e]t[t] ,  Wil- 
liam Jackson,  John  Jeffries,  Henry  Laughton,  James  Heuclerson,  Jolm 
Hinston,  Christopher  Hatch,  Robert  Jarvis,  Richard  Lechmere,  Edward 
Lyde,  Henry  Lloyd.  George  Leonard,  Henry  L[i][f]ddle,  Archibald 
McNeil,  Christopher  Minot[t] ,  James  Murray,  William  McAlpin[«]. 
Thomas  Mitchell,  William  Martin,  John  Knutton,  Thomas  Knight, 
Samuel  Prince,  Adino  Paddock,  Charles  Paxton,  Sir  William  Pep- 
perell,  John  Powell,  William  Lee  Perkins,  Nathaniel  Perkins,  Samuel 
Quincy,  Owen  Richards,  Samuel  Rogers,  Jonathan  Simpson,  George 
Spooner,  Edward  Stow[e],  Richard  Smith,  Jonathan  Snelliug.  Daniel 
Silsby,  Samuel  Sewall,  Abraham  Savage,  Joseph  Scott,  Francis 
Skinner,  William  Simpson,  Richard  Sh[e][a]rwin,  Henry  Smith.  John 
Semple,  Robert  Semple,  Thomas  Selkrig,  James  Selkrig,  Robert 
Service,  Simon  Tufts,  Arodi  Thayer,  Nathaniel  Taylor,  John  Trout- 
beck,  Gregory  Townsend,  William  Taylor,  William  Vassal [IJ,  Joseph 
Taylor,  Joshua  Upham,  William  Walter,  Samuel  Waterhouse,  Isaac 
Winslow,  John  Winslow,  jun'^''^.,  David  AVillis,  Ob[e][a]diahWhiston, 
Archibald  Wilson,  John  White,  William  Warden,  Nath[an?>]l  Mills, 
John  Hicks,  John  How[e],  John  Fleming,  Robert  Auchmuty,  Joshua 
Loring,  Samuel  Goldsbury,  Joshua  Loring,  juu'^''^.,  Nathaniel  Hatch, 
William  Brown,  Benjamin  Pickman,  Samuel  Porter,  John  Sargeant, 
Richard  Saltonstall,  Thomas  Roby,  Benjamin  Marston,  Moses  Badger, 
Jonathan  Sewall,  John  Vassal[l],  David  Phip[/:>]s,  John  Nut- 
ting,* Isaac  Royal [1],  Henry  Barnes,  Jeremiah  Dummer  Rogers, 
Daniel  Bliss,  Charles  Russelfl],  Joseph  Adams,  Thomas  Danforth, 
Joshua  Smith,  Joseph  Ashley,  jun"^''^.,  Nathaniel  Dickenson, 
Samuel  Bliss,  Roger  Dickenson,  Josiah  Pomroy,  Thomas  Cutler, 
Jonathan  Bliss,  William  Gairi]way,  Elijah  Williams,  James  Oliver, 
Pelham  Winslow,  Cornelius  White,  Edward  Winslow,  ju[?2.]W.,  Peter 
Oliver,  Peter  Oliver,  juu'^""^.,  Josiah  Edson,  Dan[ie]l  Dunbar,  Charles 
Curtis,  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas,  Israel  Tilden,  Caleb  Carver,  Seth 
Bryant,  Benjamin  Walker,  Gideon  Walker,  Zera  Walker,  Adam  Hall, 
tertms,  Isaac  Joice,  Joseph  Phillips,  Daniel  White,  jun'^''^.,  Cornelius 
White,  tertiiis,  M[a][e]lgar  Carver,  Luke  Hall,  Thomas  Decrow,  John 
Baker,  jun'^'^.,  Gideon  White,  juni^'^.,  Daniel  Leonard,  Seth  Williams, 
jun'^''^,  Solomon  Smith,  Thomas  Gilbert,  Perez  Gilbert,  Ebenezer 
Hath[a]way,  juni^'^.,  Lott  Strange,  the  third.  Zebedee  Terree,  Bradford 
Gilbert,.  Joshua  Broomer,  Shadrac[hJ[^]  Hath[a]way.  Calvin  Ilath- 
[a]way,  Luther  Hath  [a]  way,  Henry  Tisdel[.l],  William  Burden,  Levi 
Chace,  Shadrac[h][7c]  Chace,  Richard  Holland,  Ebenezer  Phillips, 
Samuel  Gilbert,  Thomas  Gilbert,  juu'^"'^.,  Ammi  Chace,  Caleb 
Wheaton,  Joshua  Wilbore.  Lemuel  Bourn,  Thomas  Perry,  David 
Atkins,  Samuel  Perry.  Stephen  Peri-y,  John  Blackwell,  juni^'^.,  Francis 
Finny,  Neh[em/a]h  Webb,  Eldad  Tupper,  Sijlas  Perry,  Seth  Perry, 
Elisha  Bourn,  Thomas  Bumpus,  Ephraim  Ellis,  jun'^"'^.,  Edward  Bourn, 
Nicholas  Cobb,  William  Bourn,  Seth  Bangs,  John  Chandler,  James 
Putnam,  Rufus  Chandler,  William  Paine,  Adam  Walker,  William 
Chandler,  John  Walker,  David  Bush,  Abijah  Willard,  Abel  Willard. 
Joseph  House,  Ebenezer  Cutler,  James  Eager,  Daniel  Oliver,  Richard 
Ruggles,  Gardner  Chandler,  Joseph  Ruggles,  Nathaniel  Ruggles,  John 
Ruggies,  John  Eager,  Ebenezer  Whipple,  Israel  Conkay,  John  Mur- 
ray, Daniel  Murr[a]y,  Samuel  Murr[a]y,  Michael  Martin,  Thomas 
Beaman,  Nathaniel  Chandler,  John  Bowen,  James  Crage,  Thomas  Mul- 
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l[e]  [«]ns,  Francis  Waldo,  A[u]  [r]thur  Savage,  Jeremiah  Pote,  Thomas 
Ross,  James  Wildridge,  George  Lyde,  Robert  Pagan,  Thomas  Wyer, 
Thomas  Co[%]lson,  John  Wisw[e] [a]  1[1],  Joshua  Eldridge,  Thomas 
Oxnard,  Edward  Oxnard,  William  Tyng,  John  Wright,  Samuel  Long- 
fellow, Charles  Callahan,  Jonas  Jones,  David  Ingersol[lJ,  Jonathan 
Priiidall.  Benjamin  Noble,  Francis  Noble,  Elisha  Jones,  John  Graves, 
Daniel  Brewer,  Richard  Square,  Ephraira  Jones  and  Lewis  Hu.bb[e]l[eJ, 
—  or  any  other  person,  tho'[^ugh']  not  specially  named  in  this  act,  who 
have  left  this  state,  or  either  of  said  states,  and  joined  the  enemies 
thereof  as  aforesaid, — shall,  after  the  passing  this  act,  voluntarily  if  return,  hy 
return  to  this  state,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  hended!^^'^^" 
and  of  the  selectmen,  committees  of  correspondence,  safety  and  in- 
spection, grand  jurors,  constables  and'  tythiugmen,  and  other  inhabi- 
tants, of  the  town  wherein  such  person  or  persons  may  presume  to 
come,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  [i]  [e]mpowered  and  directed, 
forthwith,  to  apprehend,  and  carry,  such  person  or  persons,  before  some 
justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county,  who  is  hereby  required  to  com- 
mit him  or  them  to  the  common  goal  within  the  count3^  there,  in  close  imprisoned, 
custody,  to  remain  until  he  shall  be  sent  out  of  the  state  as  is  herein- 
after directed  ;  and  such  jnctice  is  hereby  directed  to  give  immediate 
information  thereof  to  the  Board  of  War  of  this  state.  And  the  said  Transported. 
Board  of  War  are  hereby  [i]  [e]mpowered  and  directed  to  cause  such 
person  or  persons,  so  committed,  to  be  transported  to  some  part  or 
place  within  the  dominions,  or  in  the  possession  of  the  forces,  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  receiving  such  infor- 
mation :  those  who  are  able,  at  their  own  expencc,  and  others  at  the 
cxpcnce  of  this  state  ;  and  for  this  purpose  to  hire  a  vessel  or  vessels, 
if  need  1)e. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  transported  Death  if  they 
as  aforesaid,  shall  voluntarily  return  into  this  state,  without  liberty  first  ''^'"'■°* 
had  and  obtained  from  the  gen[era]l  court,  he   shall,  on  conviction 
tliereof  before  the  superio[u]r  court  of  judicature,  court  of    assize 
and  general  goal  delivery,  suffer  the  pains  of  death,  without  benefit  of 
clergy. 

And  he  it  {^further']  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  if  the  master  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall,  after  Penalty  for  im. 
the  passing  of  this  act,  knowingly  bring  into  any  port  within  this  conce"anng. 
state,  any  of  the  persons  above  named,  or  if  any  person  shall  wilfully 
or -willingly  harbour  or  conceal  any  of  the  persons  above  named,  or 
d  [i J  [e]  scribed,  after  their  return  to  this  state  contrary  to  the  design 
of  this  act,  such  master  or  person  so  offending  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof  before  the  inferio[u]r  court  of  common  pleas  in  the  county 
where  the  offence  shall  be  committed,  or  before  the  superio[u]r  court 
of  judicature,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  ;  one  half  there- 
of to  the  use  of  this  state,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  him  or 
them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

And  he  it  \_  further']  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  president  of  the  council  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  President  to 
requested  to  write  to  the  several  legislative  assemblies  in  the  United  *^"'' '^op'^s. 
States,  inclosing  a  copy  of  this  act,  and  desiring  them  to  transmit  to 
this  assembly  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  who  have  left  their 
respective  states,  and  joined  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,   in 
order  that  such  persons  may  be  prevented  from  residing  in  this  state. 

[Sect.  5.]     And  the  sec[retar]j  is  directed  to  cause  this  act  to  be  Secretary  to 
published  in  the  several  Boston  newspapers,  and  also  in     liundbills,  ^"nd  to  France. 
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and  transmit  five  hundred  copies  thereof  to  the  ministers  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  as  soon  as  may  be,  who  are 
desired  to  cause  the  same  to  be  made  public  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
they  shall  have  received  the  same,  that  so  the  persons  named  and 
described  herein  may  be  deterred  from  attempting  to  come  within  this 
Btate.    [^Passed  October  16. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  the  Sixth  day  of  January,  A.D.  1779. 


CHAPTEK   25. 

AN  ACT  MORE  EFFECTUALLY  TO  PUNISH  PERSONS  WHO  SHALL  BE 
CONVICTED  OF  WILFULLY  AND  CORRUPTLY  PASSING  COUNTERFEIT 
BILLS  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in   Gen- 
eral Court  assembled^  and  hy  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That   any  person  who   shall   hereafter   be   convicted  Penalty  for 
before  the  superiour  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize   and  general  couMt"ffeit  biiis 
goal  delivery,  of  hereafter  wilfully,  wittingly  and  deceitfully  passing  of  public  credit 
any  counterfeit  bill,  made  in  imitation  of  the  true  bills  of  public  statesor'*'^ 
credit  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  tr?lw%ha   is 
fined,  to  the  use  of  the  government,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thou-  1770.77',  chap's.  * 
sand  pounds,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  the  convic-  ^^°'^^^- 
tion  may  be. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter  be  convicted  of  Persons  con- 
passing,  deceitfully,  wilfully  and  corruptly,  any  counterfeit  and  false  bill  the^'liiowl'or 
made  in  imitation  of  the  true  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  of  fined  in  the'eum 
America,  or  either  of  them,  before  the  passing  this  act  —  and  for  which  °^^^'°°°- 
crime  he  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  or  set  on  the  gallows  —  and 
the  said  person  so  convicted  shall,  before  sentence  passed  upon  him, 
l)y  memorial,  in  writing,  petition  the  court  before  whom  the  convic- 
tion may  be,  that  they  would,  instead  of  such  imprisonment  or  setting 
on  the  gallows,  set  a  fine  upon    him,  the  same  court  shall  be  fully 
[i][e]mpowered  to  omit,  in  their  sentence,  ordering  such  person,  so 
convicted,  to  be  set  on  the  gallows  or  imprisoned,  and  to  fine  him,  to 
the  use  of  the  government,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  pounds.     [Passed  January  22,  1779. 
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CHAPTER     26. 

AN  ACT  FO*R  SETTING  OFF  A  NUMBER  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  TEEE 
TOWN  OF  METHUEN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX,  INTO  A  SEPA- 
RATE PARISH. 

Preamble.  Whereas,  for  the  Satisfaction  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 

the  town  of  Methuen,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  with  respect  to  their 
attending  public [k]  worship,  it  is  found  necessary  to  set  them  off  and 
erect  them  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  parish, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General   Court  asfiembled.  and  hy  the  authority  of  the  same, 

Inhabitants  of         [iSect.  l.l     That  the  Said  inhabitants  ;  viz'^'^.,Josiah  Osgood,  Enoch 

the  town  or  u  _j  '  •  ^^  _  _ 

Methuen  to  give  Merrill,  Ebcuezer  Hibbard,  John  Wilson,  Daniel  Bodwell,  juui^ ''■'., 
ihe'towrcTe'rk?  ^^'^^'^^  Barker,  Joseph  ]^,Ierril[l],  Jonathan  Austin,  James  Hibbard, 
within  six  '  Ebcnezer  Hibbard,  jun'^''^.,  Payne  Morse,  John  Barker,  Nathaniel  Pet- 
months.  ting-ill,  jun^'^,  Nathaniel  Hibbard,  William   Bodwell,  John   Tippets, 

juni^'^.,  Ebenezer  Carlton,  Daniel  Hibbard,  Samuel  Pa[l][r]mer,  John 
Pa[l][7*]mer,  James  Pa[l][?'Jmer,  William  Hibbard,  John  Barker, 
jun^'^.,  Abel  Merrill,  Eliphalet  Bodwell,  Phinehas  Pettingill,  Dudley 
Pettingill,  John  Hibbard,  John  Hibbard,  jun'^'"^.,  Jonathan  Hibbard. 
Parker  Richardson,  John  Cheney,  Samuel  Bodwell.  Nathaniel  Pettin- 
gill, William  Cross,  William  Webber,  William  Cross,  juu'^''^.,  Jonathan 
Cross,  Simeon  Cross,  Benjamin  Wel)ber,  Joseph  Cross*  David  Whit- 
tier,  Samuel  Cross,  Nathaniel  Webber,  Samuel  Webber,  Jesse  Tyler, 
Elisha  Webber,  Nathaniel  Tyler,  with  such  others  of  the  inhabitants 
of  said  town  of  Methuen  as  shall  make  known  their  desire  to  join 
them,  by  giving  in  their  names  for  that  purpose  to  the  town  clerk  of 
Methuen  aforesaid,  within  the  term  of  six  months  from  the  time  of 
passing  [o/],  this  act,  —  all  of  whom,  with  the  estates  they  now  do  or 
may  hereafter  possess  in  said  town,  be  and  hereby  are  set[t]  off  and 
made  into  a  sep[ej  [a]  rate  parish  ;  and  that  said  parish  be  and  hereby 
is  invested  with  like  powers  and  privileges  of  other [s]  parishes  in  this 
state. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Stephen  Barker,      [Sect.   2.]     That    Stephen    Barker,    Esqi^'^,   be    and    hereby   is 
Esq.,  to  call  the   fiirelmpowered  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of 

first  meeting.         L  JL   J      1  .   .  ...  ,./?  n  j.v  i,  ^i  c 

said  parish,  requu'mg  mm  to  notify  and  warn  the  members  thereor 
to  meet  at  the  meeting-house  in  said  parish,  at  such  time  as  shall  be 
most  proper  for  them  to  meet,  then  and  there  to  choose  such  officers 
as  may  be  necessary,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  state,  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  said  parish ;  and  the  members  thereof,  qualified  by  law  to 
•  vote,  be  and  are  hereby  [i]  [e]mpowered  to  choose  such  officers  accord- 
ingly.    [^Passed  January  25,  1779. 
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CHAPTER    27. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  [I]  [E]NTITLED  "AN  ACT  AGAINST 
TREASON,  MISPRIS[/]ON  OF  TREASON,  AND  CONCEALMENT  OF 
TREASON,  AND  FOR  REGULATING  TRIALS  IN  SUCH  CASES,  AND  FOR 
DIRECTING  THE  MODE  OF  EXECUTING  JUDGMENTS  AGAINST  PER- 
SONS  ATTAINTED   OF   FELONY." 

Whereas,  in   and  by  the  same  act,   it  is  enacted   and   declared,  fj;^,^"^'?;     oo 

y  11  T  Till  I'l     1776-77,  chap.  32, 

that  all  manner  of  offences  thereby  made  and  declared,  or  which  §c. 
should  thereafter  be  made  and  declared,  by  any  law  or  statute  of  this 
state,  to  be  treason,  mispris[i]on  of  treason,  or  concealment  of  trea- 
son, which  should  thereafter  be  done,  perpetrated,  or  committed,  by 
any  person  or  persons  without  the  limits  of  this  state,  should  be 
[i]  [e]nquired  of,  heard  and  determined  before  the  justices  of  the 
superiour  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal 
delivery,  within  such  county  as  the  supreme  executive  power  should 
order  and  direct ;  from  whence  great  inconvenience  and  delay  may 
arise, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  any  person,  inhabitant  of  this  state,  who  now  is,  or  who  here-  Persons  guilty. 

to  OG  triGQ 

after  shall  be,  guilty  of  any  offence  which,  by  any  statute  or  law  of  before  the 
this  state,  has  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  declared  to  be  treason,  mis-  of^uH-cauTi^!^* 
pris[/]on  of  treason,  or  concealment  of  treason,  and  which  has  been  etc.,  houien  for 
or  hereafter  shall  be  done,  perpetrated    or  committed,  without  the  where"  uTh 
limits  of  this  state,  such  person  shall  be  tried  therefor  before  the  P^^'^'^^"  *^  ^"^ 
superiour  pourt  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  io9  Mass., "327 
holden  for  the  county  whereof  such  person  is  an  inhabitant,  in  the 
same  manner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  offence  had 
been  done,  perpetrated  and  committed  in  the  same  county ;  and  shall, 
if  thereof  convicted  in  the  same  county,  be  adjudged  and  punished  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  offence  had  been  therein  committed. 
\^Passed  January  25,  1779. 


CHAPTER    28. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  THE  TENOR  AND  D[E]  [O] NOMINATIONS  OF 
PART  OF  THE  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  ORDERED  TO  BE  EMITTED  BY  AN 
ACT  [I][fi]NTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  DRAWING  IN  THE  BILLS  OF 
CREDIT  OF  THE  SEVERAL  DENOMINATIONS  UNDER  SIX  SHILLINGS, 
BEARING  DATE  PRIOR  TO  THE  EIGHTEENTH  OF  OCTOBER,  ANNO 
OMINI  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SIX, 
HICH  HAVE  BEEN  ISSUED  BY  THIS  GOVERNMENT  AND  ARE 
STILL  OUTSTANDING,  AND  FOR  PROHIBITING  THE  CURRENCY  OF 
THE  SAME;  AS  ALSO  FOR  MAKING  AND  EMITTING  BILLS  OF  PUB- 
LIC CREDIT  FOR  THE   REDEMPTION  THEREOF." 

Whereas  the  copperplates  are  found  insufficient  for  stamping  the  Preamble, 
[the]  numbers  of  bills  required  by  said  act,  and  the  making  and  issu-  1778-79, chap.  19. 
ing  out  so  large  a  number  of  bills  of  credit,  of  very  low  denominations, 
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Bills,  of  several 
denomiiiationa, 
to  he  emitted, 


as  are  therein  ordei'ed  to  be  emitted,  will  be  attended  with  great 
expence,  delay  and  inconvenience,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Cotincil  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  s[ai]d  act  for  drawing  in  the  bills  of  credit,  &c.,  be  so  far 
repealed  that  twenty  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  twenty-eight  thou- 
£•''''000™°""'°^  sand  pounds  ordered  by  said  act  to  be  emitted,  shall  be  emitted  in 
bills  of  the  following  denominations ;  viz.,  one  shilling,  one  shilling 
and  sixpence,  two  shillings,  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  three  shil- 
lings, three  shillings  and  sixpence,  four  shillings,  four  shillings  and 
sixpence,  four  shillings  and  eightpence,  five  shillings,  live  shillings 
and  fourpence,  five  shillings  and  sixpence ;  which  bills  shall  be  of 
the  tenor  and  form  following ;  vizi^'^ ,  — 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE. 
Five  shillings  shall  be  paid  to  the  bearer  of  this  bill,  by  the  first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  anil  eighty-two,  agre[e] able  to  an 
act  of  the  general  court  of  said  state. 

—  and  so,  mutatis  mutandh,  for  a  greater  or  less  sum :  which 
bills,  to  the  amount  of  the  said  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds, 
shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  thousand 
pounds  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  refers  ; 
and  said  bills  shall  be  struck  off,  signed  and  redeemed  as  by  said  act 
is  provided.     [Passed  January  26,  1779. 


CHAPTER  29. 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE   SALE   OF  GOODS  AT  PUBLIC  AUCTION. 


Preamble. 
1777-7S,  chap.-22. 


Persiins  con- 
victcil,  to  pay  a 
tine  not  exce(?d- 
iiiiC  four  times 
the  value. 


How  recovered. 


Proviso. 


Whereas  the  selling  goods  at  auction  is  found  to  be  attended  with 
many  pernicious  consequences  to  the  public,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  act,  presume  to  sell  at  auction  or  public  vendue,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  or  any  other 
article,  or  shall  offer  and  sell  the  same  in  such  manner  as  shall 
amount  to  sale  by  public  a[u]ction,  any  person  or  persons  so  offend- 
ing, and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  four 
times  the  value  of  such  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  so  sold, 
to  be  recovered  by  indictment  of  the  grand  jury,  or  by  a  special  action 
of  the  case  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same ;  one  moiety  thereof 
to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  or  give  information  thereof, 
and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  town  where  the  offence  is  com- 
mitted ;  any  law  to  the  contrar}'  notwithstanding  :  jyrovided,  that 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend  to  prevent  sheriffs,  constables,  execu- 
tors, administrators,  or  agents  on  the  estates  of  absentees,  or  collec- 
tors of  taxes,  from  selling  goods,  wares  or  merchandize, at  vendue,  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  and  directions  of  law.  Provided,  also,  that 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend  to  prevent  any  person  from  selling 
real  estate,  and  vessels,  with  their  appurtenances,  at  public  vendue. 
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Provided.,  further,  — 

[Sect.  2.]     That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend  to  prevent  agents  '*j^^"^^^""- 
or  others  employed  by  Congress,  from  selling  any  article, the  property  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  at  pnblic  vendue,  according  to  the  resolutions  eintinemar'' 
and  directions  of  Congress.  stores. 

[Sect.  3.]     This  act  to  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  Janu-  Limitation, 
ary,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  no  longer.     \_Passed 
January  27,  1779. 


CHAPTER   30. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  GARDINERS- 
TON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME 
OF  PITTSTON;  AND  FOR  ANNEXING  CERTAIN  LANDS,  IN  THE  SAID 
COUNTY,  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  BOWDOINHAM. 

Whereas  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  plantation  called 
Gardinerston,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  have  represented  to  this  court 
the  difficulties  and  inconveniences  they  labour  under  in  their  present 
situation ;  and  have  requested  that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a 
town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[.Sect.  1.]     That  the  said  plantation  called  Gardinerston,  bounded  Boundaries  of 
as  "follows  ;  viz"^'^.,  beginning  at  the  north  line  of  the  town  of  Pownal-  Lued'aardi'." 
borough,  at  Kennebeck  River,  and  to  run  an  east-south-east  course^  on  "erston. 
the  said  north  line,  five  miles  from  the  said  river  ;  from  thence,  to  run 
northerly,  about  seven  miles,  more  or  less,  to  the  south-easterly  corner  of 
the  town  of  Hallo  well ;  from  thenoe,  to  run  west-north-west,  on  the 
south  line  of  the  said  Hallowell,  to  the  said  Kennebeck  River,  and  across 
said  river,  and  running  a  west-north-west  course  on  the  south  line  of  said 
H[o][a]llowell,  five  or  six  miles,  to  Cobbiseconte  Stream,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  said  Kennebeck  River  ;  from  thence,  to  run  southerly,  down 
tlie  said  stream  and  as  the  stream  runs,  to  the  first  pond  ;  and  on  said 
pond,  or  a  stream,  to  the  north  line  of  a  large  lot  number  ten,  granted 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  Kennebeck  Purchase,  to  the  late  William 
Bowdoin,  Esq'^''^.,  deceased;    from  thence,  to  run  an  east-south-east 
course,  on  the  said  north  line  of  the  said  lot,  to  the  said  Kennebeck 
River;  and  from  thence,  southerly,  down  the  said  river,  to  the  north  xobejncor  o 
line  of  Pownalborough  aforesaid, — be  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into  rated  into  a 
a  town  by  the  name  of  Pittston  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be,  MmeofVi'tTston- 
and  they  hereby  are,  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  im-  anJ  investing 
munities  which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  within  this  state  do  or   may  wUhtiie powers, 
bv  law,  enioy.  etc.,  of  other 

.,,.*'%,  -  towns. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  • 

[Sect.  2.],  That  James  Howard,  Esq"^'^.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  em-  Warrant,by 
powered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  ^''°™  issued, 
of  the  said  town,  requu'ing  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof  to 
meet,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  choose  all 
such  officers  as  towns  are  by  law  required  and  empowered  to  choose 
in  the  month  of  March,  annually ;  at  which  said  fii'st  meeting  aU  the 
then  present  inhabitants  upward[s]  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  shall 
be  admitted  to  vote. 


924: 


Peovince  Laws. —  1778-79.  [Chap.  31. J 

[revolutionary    period  —  "  STATE."] 


Certain  lots  of 
ianci  anauxed  to 
the  town  of 
Bowiloinham. 
nca-tiS.chap.  14. 


Taxes  paid. 


Assessors  em- 
powered to 
assews  according 
to  law : 

—  to  be  under 
oath. 


And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  certain  lots  of  land  on  the  west 
side  of  the  said  Kennebeck  River,  which  were  understood  to  be  within 
the  said  plantation  of  Gardinerston,  should,  untill  the  further  order 
of  the  general  court,  be  annexed  to  and  incorporated  with  the  town 
of  Bowdoinham,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  aforesaid,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  said  lots  of  land,  lying  between  the  north  line 
of  said  Bowdoinham  and  the  north  line  of  lot  number  ten,  aforesaid, 
being  numbered,  five,  six,  seven,  eight,  nine,  and  ten,  respectively, 
and  each  being  about  one  mile  wide,  and  running  west-north-west  five 
miles  back  from  said  Kennebeck  River,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  annexed 
to  and  incorporated  with  the  town  of  Bowdoinham  aforesaid,  and 
made  a  part  thereof ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  are  hereby  ves^ted  with  all 
town  privileges  whatsoever,  agre[e]able  to  an  act  of  the  general  court, 
passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two,  for 
incorporating  the  town  of  Bowdoinham  aforesaid. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  he  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  said  lots  shall  be  and  hereby  are  subjected  to 
pay  their  rateable  and  proportionable  part  of  all  taxes  which  have 
been  hitherto,  according  to  law,  laid  on  the  said  plantation  of  Gard- 
inerstou,  and  remain  unpaid  ;  and  also  of  an}'  further  tax  which  shall 
be  laid  on  the  said  plantation  (including  said  lots),  and  assessed  there- 
on, before  a  new  general  valuation  of  estates  throughout  this  state  shall 
take  place  ;  and  before  such  valuation  the  said  lots  shall  not  be  sub- 
ject to  pay  any  part  of  any  taxes  on  the  town  of  Bowdoinham  afore- 
said. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  assessors  of  the  town  of  Pittston  aforesaid, 
which  shall  be  chosen  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  hereby 
are  empowered  to  proportion  and  assess,  according  to  law,  the  afore- 
said taxes  laid  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  assessors,  before  they  pro- 
ceed to  execute  their  office,  shall  be  under  oath  for  the  faithful 
discharge  thereof ;  which  oath  shall  be  administered  to  them  by  some 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Lincoln.  [^Passed  February  4, 
1779. 


CHAPTER    31. 


AN  ACT  AGAINST   MONOPOLY  AND   FORESTALLING. 


No  persons  to 
purchase  grain 
more  than  suffi- 
cient for  the 
support  of  their 
families'  use 
until  harvest. 
177C-77,chap.l4. 
1777-78,  chap.  6. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  if  any  person  (other  than  bakers,  who  follow 
baking  as  their  ordinary  business)  shall  purchase,  engage  or  buy  any 
Indian  corn,  wheat,  rye,  oats  or  barley,  more  than  shall  be  sufficient,  — 
with  what  grain,  meal  and  flour  such  person  shall  have  by  him  or  her, 
or  have  engaged,  at  the  time  of  such  purchase,  —  to  support  his  or  her 
family  and  immediate  dependants,  until  [I]  the  next  harvest-time  of 
such  article  so  |)urchased  ;  or  that  shall  buy  or  engage  any  flour  more 
than,  —  with  what  flour,  corn,  wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley  and  meal,  such 
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person  shall  have  by  him  or  her,  or  have  engaged,  at  the  time  of  such 
purchase, —  shall  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  such  purchaser's  family 
and  immediate  dependants  uutii[l]  the  next  wheat  harvest ;  or  that 
shall  purchase  or  buy  any  meal  more  than  shall  be  sufficient,  —  with 
what  meal,  flour,  graiu  aud  corn  such  person  shall  have  by  him  or  her, 
or  have  engaged,  at  the  time  of  such  purchase,  —  for  the  support  of  such 
purchaser's  family  and  immediate  dependants,  until [1]  the  next  harvest 
of  grain  whereof  such  meal  is  made  ;  such  person  so  offending,  and  Penalty, 
being  thereof  convicted,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  times  the  value  of 
such  article  or  articles  so  purchased  :  and  that  any  person  who  shall  Persons  not  to 
purchase  or  buy  any  dead  meat,  more  than  shall  be  necessary,  —  with  m"o^re  ih\in'" i ."'ii 
what  such  person  shall  have  by  him  or  her,  or  shall  have  engaoed,  at  ^^  necessary  for 
the  time  of  such  purchase, —  to  support  his  or  her  family  and  immedi- 
ate dependants,  for  one  year  from  the  time  of  such  purchase,  and  be 
thereof  convicted,  in  manner  as  by  this  act  is  provided,  such  person  Penalty, 
so  offending  shall  •  pay  a  fine  of  five  times  the  value  of  such  meat 
so  purchased.    And  if  any  person  shall  purchase  live  cattle,  sheep,  or 
hogs,  and  kill  the  same,  and  thereof  store  up  more  than   shall  be 
necessary  to  the  support  of  his  or  her  family  and  immediate  depend- 
ants for  the  space  of  one  year  next  after  such  killing,  such  person  so 
offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  times 
the  value  of  such  meat  so  stored  up. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  any  person  shall  buy  of  another,  who  shall  be  Persons  fore- 
bringing  the  same  to  market,  or  any  place  of  common  resort  for  sell-  fl^e'offlve  time« 
ing  the  same,  any  wood,  grain,  flour,  dead  meat,  meal,  poultry,  butter,  the  value, 
cheese,  or  any  provision  [s]  whatsoever,  with  design  to  sell  the  same 
again,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  in  manner  as  by  this  act  is  provided, 
such  person  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  times  the  value  of  such  article  so 
purchased. 

And  it  is  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]     That    if   any  person  shall  sell  any  goods,  wares  or  Penalty  for 
merchandize,  not  by  him  or  her  imported  into,  or  manufactured  in,  this  Hot^imp^oTted  by 
state,  in  any  town  within  the  same  whereof  he  or  she  is  not  an  inhabi-  non-iesideuts  lu 
tant,  or  in  which  such  person  is  not  usually  resident,  and  be  thereof  '^^^ 
convicted  in  manner  as  is  in  this  act  provided,  ^uch  person  shall  pay 
a  fine  of  five  times  the  value  of  such  goods  or  merchandize  so  sold. 

And  it  is  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That   if  any  person  shall  buy  within  this  state  any  Penalty  for 
cargo  or  quantity  of    provisions,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  by  by'^whoiesa'i'",^ 
wholesale,  and  shall  sell  the  same  by  wholesale  again,  or  shall  sell  any  who  have 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  after  his  or  her  purchasing  the  same,  whoi'es'aie. 
without  removing  them  into  some  warehouse  or  store  occupied  by  such 
person   so   selling,  and  be  thereof   convicted  in  manner  hereinafter 
provided,  such  person  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  times  the  value  of  such 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize  so  sold. 

And  it  is  enacted, 

[Sect,  5.]     That  no  baker  shall  buy,  or  have  by  him  (unless  he  irn-  Bakers  not  to 
ports  the  same),  more  flouf  than  he  usually  bakes  into  bread,  and  dis-  byThrtnUilm"*^ 
poses  of   in  the  space  of  three  months,  under   the   penalty,   upon  ^'?u^ '."""' ','y„  , 
conviction,  as  by  this  act  is  provided,  of  paying  a  fine  of  five  times  ami  dispose  of  ' 
the    value  of  such   flour:  provided,   that   nothing    in   this   act   shall  ^^/gg^^Pfijjygf 
extend  to  agents  who  may  be  [i][e]mpowered  by  the  overseers  of  the  Proviso, 
poor  of  any  town,  to  purchase  provisions  for  tlie  poor  of  such  town, 
nor  to  agents  or  commissaries  purchasing  any  articles  for  the  use  of 
the  public,  or  for  the  use  of  the  army  or  navy. 
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Mode  of 
conviction. 


Blieriffn,  deputy 
sherifl'ii,  or 
constables  em- 
])Owered  to 
apprehend 
oftenders,  and 
to  deal  with 
them  according 
to  law. 


Persons  to  be 
chosen  to  see  this 
act  put  in  execu- 
tion, and  to 
prosecute 
violators 
thereof. 


Fines' and 

penaltieSjhow 

applied. 


Proviso. 


Limitation. 


[Sect.  6.]  And  all  convictions  upon  this  act,  wliere  the  penalty 
does  not  amount  to  more  than  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  may  be, 
upon  complaint  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  all  other  cases, 
upon  indictment  or  complaint,  before  the  court  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace,  or  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general 
goal  delivery  :  saving  to  the  party  convicted,  an  appeal  in  all  cases,  as 
usual. 

And  it  is  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  when  any  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  or  constable, 
shall  see  any  person  sell  provisions,  after  having  purchased  the  same 
of  any  person  who  shall  have  brought  the  same  to  a  market,  or  any 
place  of  common  resort  for  selling  tlie  same,  such  sheriff,  deputy 
sheriff,  or  constable  shall,  without  further  warrant,  apprehend  such 
offender,  and  carry  him  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  town 
where  the  offence  is  committed,  to  be  dealt  with  as  the  law  directs. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  aidlionty  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  town,  imme- 
diately upon  the  publishing  this  act,  at  a  town  meeting  duly  called  for 
that  purpose,  to  elect  and  appoint  one  or  more  discreet  persons, 
inspectors  of  the  market  (not  exceeding  the  number  of  twelve  for  the 
town  of  Boston,  nor  six  for  any  other  town) ,  whose  business  it  shall 
also  be  to  execute  such  powers  as  are  herein  assigned  to  the  sheriff, 
deputy  sheriff  and  constables,  and  also  to  make  [e][ijnquiry  into,  and 
prosecute,  breaches  of  this  law,  and  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faith- 
ful [1]  execution  of  this  office. 

[Sect.  9.]  And  all  fines  and  penalties  incurred  by  this  act  shall 
be  applied  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  informer  or  prosecutor,  the  othei' 
moiety  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  town  where  the  offence 
shall  be  committed  :  provided,  that  no  inhabitant  of  any  town  where 
any  of  the  above  offences  shall  l)e  supposed  to  be  committed,  shall 
be  thereby  excluded  from  being  a  witness  respecting  the  same. 

[Sect.  10.]  This  act  to  be  in  force  until  the  twentieth  day  of 
October  next,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  February  8,  1779. 


CHAPTER     32. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  SALMON  AND  OTHER  FISH 
IN  AGAWAM  OR  WESTFIELD  RIVER. 


Preamble. 


Certain  times 
allowed  to  catch 
fish. 


Whereas  the  salmon  and  other  fish  taken  in  Agawam  River,  have 
been  of  great  service  to  the  inhabitants  of  some  part  of  this  state, 
and  still  will  be  so  if  due  care  is  taken  to  prevent  the  unnecessary 
destruction  thereof  ;  and  whereas,  by  the  constant  fishing  with  seines, 
uet[t]s  and  pots,  and  by  erecting  wears  and  other  incumbrances  there, 
to  prevent  the  passage  and  facilitate  the  tAking  of  the  fish,  they  are 
greatly  diminished,  and  there  is  danger  of  their  being  wholly  de- 
stroyed ;  therefore, — 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
ercd  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  Tliat  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  be  allowed,  from 
and  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  next,  and  so  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this   act,  to  catch  salmon  or  other  fish,  of  any  kind  whatso- 
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ever,  with  seines,  net[t]s  or  pot[t]s,  in  any  part  of  Agawam  or  West- 
field  River,  or  in  any  of  the  rivers  or  streams  running  into  said 
river,  oftener  than  three  days  in  a  week ;  the  days  to  be  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  in  every  week :  and  if  any  person  or  per-  Penalty, 
bons  shall  presume  to  catch  fish  there  at  any  other  times  than  hereby 
is  allowed,  each  and  every  person  so  offending  shall,  for  each  offence, 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sura  of  fifty  pounds  ;  and  the  same  ■ne[t]t  or 
po[t]t  used  in  such  fishing  shall  be  forfeited. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2.J     That  all  wears,  fence-hurdles,  and  other  incumbrances  Penalty  for 
whatsoever,   now  erected,  or  that  hereafter  shall  be  erected,  in  any  fences'ana  oih'ei 
part  of  said  Agawam  River,  or  in  any  stream  running  into  the  same,  incumbrances, 
for  the  stopping  the  course  of  the  fish,  or  to  facilitate  the  taking  of 
.them  by  seines,  net[t]s,  pot[t]s.  or  otherwise,   be    deemed    common 
nuisances,  and  as  such  shall  be  pulled  down  and  demolished  ;  and  all 
persons  that  hereafter  shall  erect  any  such  weai's,  fences,  or  other 
incumbrances,  or  that  shall  continue  any  such  already  erected,  on  due 
conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds. 

And  whereas  it  is  found  that  fishing  at  the  mouth  or  entrance  of  said 
river  Agawam  into  the  great,  or  Connecticut,  River,  and  in  the 
mouth  or  entrance  of  the  rivers  and  streams  that  run  into  said  Aga- 
wam River,  and  in  the  ponds  from  which  said  streams  issue,  prevents 
the  said  salmon,  shad  and  ale  wives  from  going  into  said  rivers  and 
streams,  and  so  into  the  ponds  above,  to  cast  their  spawn,  and  tends  to 
destroy  the  increase  of  said  fish  ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted^ 

[Sect.  3.j  That  no  person  or  persons,  from  and  after  the  said  ^'""'5^  ^1", . 
fifteenth  day  of  March  next,  shall,  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  act.' 
of  this  act,  catch,  or  attempt  to  catch,  any  salmon,  shad  or  alewives, 
with  seines,  net[t]s  or  pot[t]s,  at  the  mouth  or  entrance  of  said 
Agawam  River  into  Connecticut  River,  —  nor  in  said  Connecticut  River, 
within  forty  rods  of  the  south  side  of  the  mouth  of  said  Agawam 
River,  or  within  ten  rods  of  the  north  side  of  the  mouth  of  said  Aga- 
wam River,  —  nor  any whei'e  in  said  river  Agawam,  between  the  mouth 
of  said  river  and  ten  rods  west  of  Mitteneague  Falls,  so  called,  nor 
within  twenty  rods  of  the  mouth  or  entrance  of  any  river  or  stream 
that  runs  into  said  Agawam  or  Westfield  River,  nor  in  any  of  the 
ponds  from  which  said  streams  may  issue.  And  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  presume  to  catch  any  of  the  above-mentioned  salmon, 
shad  or  alewives,  otherwise  than  is  hereby  allowed,  each  and  every 
person  so  offending  shall,  upon  due  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  for  each  offence. 

And  be  it' farther  enacted^ 

[Sect.  4.]  That  all  fines  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  any  breach  of  HowflncH,n..j 
this  act  shall  and  may  be  recovered  by  action  or  information,  in  any 
of  the  courts  of  record  within  the  county  where  such  offence  shall  be 
committed  :  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  paid  into  the  county  treasury,  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  necessary  charges  of  the 
county,  the  other  moiety  to  him  or  them  who  shall  commence  the 
prosecution  by  action  or  information  ;  and  all  offences  for  fishing,  or 
obstructing  the  course  of  the  fish,  contrary  to  this  act,  shall  and  may 
be  presented  by  the  grand  jurors  for  the  respective  counties  where  the 
offence  is  committed  :  and  the  said  grand  jurors  are  hereby  enjoined 
dil[l]igently  to  inquire  after,  and  duly  to  present  such  offences. 

[Sect.   5.]     This   act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  five  years  from  Limitation, 
and   after   the    said    fifteenth    day   of  March    next,  and   no   longer. 
\_Passed  Febraary  9,  1779. 
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CHAPTER    33. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  A  NAVAL  OFFICE  AT  WOOLWICH. 


Prearnbie.  Whereas  the  port  of  Boothbay,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  is  ut  a 

i/7G-7i,chap.  22.  g^gg-^  distance  from  the  river  Kennebeck,  where  the  principal  part  t^f 
the  navigation  in  said  county  is  carried  on,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Mepresentatices 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  there  shall  be  held  and  kept  at  Woolwich,  in  the  said  county 
of  Lincoln,  a  naval  office,  by  such  person  or  persons  as  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  appointed  as  is  by  law  provided  for  the  choice  of 
such  officers  in  this  state ;  which  officer  shall  be  governed  by  all  laws, 
resolves  and  orders  which  are  now  in  being,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be 
made,  for  the  governing  and  regulating  said  offices,  and  shall  have  all 
the  powers  which  other  naval  officers  within  this  government  are 
cloathed  with.     \^Passed  February  11,  1779. 


A  naval  office 
to  be  held  and 
kept  at 
Woolwich. 


CHAPTER    34. 

AN  ACT  TO  SET  OFF  JOHN  ADAMS,  JUNCn].,  AND  OTHERS  FROM  THE 
TOWN  OF  GREAT  BARRINGTON,  AND  TO  ANNEX  THEM  TO  THE  TOWN 
OF  ALFORD. 


Preamble. 


John  Adams, 
jun.,  Ichabol 
Pope  and  olherB, 
Met  off  from 
Groat  Barring- 
.on,  to  the  town 
of  Alford. 


They  to  pay 
their  taxes 
asseeeed  on  the 
town  of  Great 
Barrington. 


Whereas,  for  the  greater  convenience  of  transacting  public  busi- 
ness, it  is  found  necessary  to  set  off  John  Adams,  jun'^"'^.,  Ichabod 
Pope,  Aaron  Sperry,  Nathaniel  Sperry,  Blodget  Smith,  Dan  Shilwell. 
Elnathan  AVilcocks,  John  Curtis  and  Ehud  Hopkins,  with  their  estates, 
including  the  tract  of  land  hereafter  described ;  viz'^'^. ,  beginning  at 
the  north-west  corner  of  the  said  Great  Barrington  ;  thence,  running 
eastwardly,  in  the  north  line  of  said  Great  Barrington,  to  the  top  of 
Long-Pond  Mountain,  so  called  ;  thence,  running  southerly,  on  the  top 
of  said  mountain,  to  the  south-east  corner  of  the  farm  of  Ehud  Hop- 
kins; thence,  running  westerly,  to  the  south-west  corner. of  the  said 
farm  of  said  Hopkins;  thence,  ru[n][?i«]iug  northerly,  to  the  first 
bounds  mentioned  :  so  as  to  include  the  whole  of  the  farms  aforemen- 
tioned, with  their  inhabitants, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  aforesaid  John  Adams,  jun'^'^.,  Ichabod  Pope. 
Aaron  Sperry,  Nathaniel  Speri-y,  Blodgat  Smith,  Dan  Shilwell,  P^lua- 
than  Wilcocks,  John  Curtis  and  Ehud  Hopkins,  with  their  estates 
including  the  tract  of  land  above  described,  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
set  off  from  the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  and  incorporated  with  tiie 
town  of  Alford,  and  shall  forever  hereafter  be  considered  as  belong 
ing  thereto. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  persons  above  mentioned  shall  pay  their  pro- 
portionable part  of  all  taxes  which  are  already,  assessed  and  levied  on 
the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 
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Provided,  also,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  3.]  That  the  amount  of  the  estates  aforesaid,  and  the  number 
of  pol[l][e]s  residing  thereon,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  said 
town  of  Great  Barringtou  in  the  present  valuation,  be  deducted  from 
the  return  made  by  the  said  assessors,  and  annexed  to  the  return 
made  by  the  assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Alford.  [^Passed  Febru- 
ary 11,  1779. 


CHAPTEK     35. 

AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  TWENTY-ONE 
THOUSAND  FOUR  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  POUNDS. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary,  immediately,  to  make  provision  to  enable  Preamble, 
the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  pay  the  prizes  of  fifty  dollars  and  up-  note-'aid'chkp. 
■^vards,  drawn  in  the  first  class  of  the  lottery  ordered  by  a  resolve  of  j^'^^Iq  ^.j^^^ 
the  general  court,  pass[e]d  May  first,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  45,  and 'note. ' 
hundred  and  seventy-eight,  — 

Be  il  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  R  presentatives  * 

in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  Treasurer 
directed,  on  the  credit  thereof,  to  issue  his  notes,  payable  tlie  first  day  fggufhu 'notes. 
of  January,  An7io  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  to  draw  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  to  be  paid  annually, 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  and  that  the  said  notes  be  of  the  tenor  and  form  following ; 
vizw,_ 

§  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,      the                  day  of                 ,1779.          Form  of  notes. 

^  For  value  received,  for  the  use  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  I  do, 

S  in  behalf  of  said  state,  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors 

§  in  the  oflSce  of  treasurer,  to  pay  to  the  possessor  of  this  note,  the  sum 

^  of               ,  by  the  first  day  of  Januai-y,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 

^  and  eighty-three,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent  per  annum  ;  the  interest 

5  to  be  paid  annually. 

^  Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  treasurer. 

6  r  d'  /'Committee. 

—  which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  and  a  suitable  border 
round  the  same ;  and  when  said  notes  are  issued,  a  counterpart, 
indented,  of  each  note,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  John  Scollay,  Esqi^'^,  and  Mr.  Edward  Green,  be  committee  to 
a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  form  pre-  countersign, 
scribed,  before  the  same  are  filled  up  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  twenty-  Tax  to  be 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  '^^®*^* 
and  estates  within  this  state,  according  to  such  rules, and  in  such  pro- 
portion on  the  several  towns  and  places  therein,  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly,  at  their  sessions 
in  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  to  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  November  then 
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Treasurer  to 
ieeue  his 
■warrants  to  the 
townsjin  case. 


Notes  to  be 
delivered  to  the 
managers  as 
directed  by  the 
council. 


next  after,  and  to  be  applied  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  which 
may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  general  court  shall  not,  some  time  before 
the  first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two,  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums 
which  by  this  act  are  agreed  to  be  paid  in  said  year,  then  and  in  such 
case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax,  to  be 
levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  their  limits,  respectively,  the 
same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other  place  was 
taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  preceeding. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  [i][e]mpow- 
ered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  said  month  of  September,  in  said 
year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen 
or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  incorporated  place  within  this 
state,  or  to  some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places 
therein  as  are  not  incorporated,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls  and 
estates  within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  respective 
parts  and  proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be 
assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  said  twentieth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight3'-two ;  and 
the  assessors,  as  also  all  persons  thereby  assessed,  shall  observe,  be 
governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have 
been  given  in  the  then  last  preceeding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6. J  That  the  notes  that  may  be  issued  by  the  treasurer  hy 
virtue  of  and  in  conformity  to  this  act,  shall,  by  him,  upon  his  receiv- 
ing a  warrant  from  the  council  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  be  delivered  to 
the  managers  of  the  lottery  aforesaid,  or  their  order,  from  time  to 
time,  and  in  such  proportions  and  sums  as  said  managers  may  draw 
for.     [Passed  February  11,  1779. 


CHAPTER    36. 


Preamble. 


Naval  officers 
not  to  clear  out 
vessels  with 
masts  and  spars 
without  permis- 
sion therefor. 


Armed  vessels 
empowered  to 
seize. 


AN  ACT  TO   PROHIBIT  THE   EXPORTATION  OF  MASTS  AND  SPARS,  OF 
CERTAIN  DIMENSIONS,  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME. 

Whereas  it  is  of  great  importance  to  prevent  the  enemy,  as  far  as 
may  be,  from  obtaining  a  supply  of  masts  and  spars,  which  there  is 
reason  to  suppose  they  are  at  this  time  in  great  want  of,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That,  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  no 
naval  officer  within  this  state  shall  clear  out  any  ship  or  other  vessel 
that  is  or  may  be  laden,  in  whole  or  [in]  part,  with  masts  or  spars  of 
fifteen  inches  diameter  or  more,  to  be  convey [e]d  to  any  port  or  place 
without  this  state,  without  a  permission  therefor  under  the  seal  of 
th[is][e]  state,  by  the  general  court,  or  of  the  council,  in  the  recess  of 
the  court ;  and  if  any  ship  or  other  vessel  shall,  after  the  first  day 
of  March  next  ensiling,  sail  from  any  part  of  .this  state,  and  destin[e]d 
to  any  p[o][a]rt  or  place  without  the  same,  being  laden  in  whole  or 
in  part  as  aforesaid,  not  having  a  permission  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and 
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may  be  lawful  for  any  armed  ship  or  vessel,   commissioned  by  the 

American  Congress  or  any  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  take, 

seize,  and  bring  into  any  port  within  the  state,  such  ship  or  other 

vessel    laden   and   destined  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  several  maritime  Maritime  courts 

courts  in  this  state  are  hereby  authorized  to  try  the  justice  of  such  ^"7*1116  jusUce 

captures  in  like  manner  and  form  as  the  cases  of  other  ships  and  of  said  captures. 

vessels  are  triable  in  the  same  courts  ;  and,  in  case  of  condemnation, 

to  order  distribution  thereof  :  one  moiety  to  the  captors,  and  the  other 

moiety  to  and  for  the  use  of  this  state. 

And  it  is  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  any  master  or  owner  of  any  ship  or  other  Prohibiting  the 
vessel,  after  the  publication  of  this  act  (such  master  or  owner  having  ma^g'trand  "pa^rs. 
knowledge  thereof) ,  shall  presume  to  convey,  or  attempt  to  convey, 
or  in  any  manner  cause  to  be  conveyed,  from  this  state,  any  masts  or 
spars  herein  prohibited,  to  any  port  or  place  without  the  state,  not 
having  permission  as  aforesaid,  such  master  or  owner  shall,  each  and 
every  of  them,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  any  court  of  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace,  or  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  who  are  hereby, 
respectively,  authorized  to  try  the  same,  upon  action,  bill,  plaint  or 
information,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  tenfold  the  value  of  Penalty, 
such  lading ;  or  such  lesser  sum  as  the  court  before  which  the  trial 
is  hadjshafl  adjudge  and  determine,  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  offence :  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  this 
state,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  state,  and  the  other  moiety  to  him  or 
them  that  shall  inform  or  sue  for  the  same  :  saving,  however,  to  every 
one,  the  right  of  appeal,  as  in  other  cases. 

[Sect.  3.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  Limitation, 
of  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  and  no  longer.     \^Passed  February  19,  1779.    . 


CHAPTER    37. 

AN  ACT  IN  FURTHER  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  [I]  [£]NTITLED  "AN  ACT 
TO  PREVENT  THE  WASTE,  DESTRUCTION  AND  EMBEZZLEMENT  OF 
THE  GOODS  OR  ESTATES  OF  SUCH  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE  LEFT  THE 
SAME,  AND  FLED  TO  OUR  ENEMIES  FOR  PROTECTION;  AND  ALSO 
FOR  PAYMENT  OF  THEIR  JUST  DEBTS,   OUT    OF  THEIR  ESTATES." 

Whereas  it  has  happened  that  some  persons  who  have  heretofore  Preamble, 
been  appointed  administrators  of  the  estates  of  persons  who  have  died  J77s'79' cha^' ^*' 
intestate,  and  others  who  have  been  executors  of  the  last  wills  and  22,  and' note.' 
testaments  of  persons  who  have  died  within  this  state,  have  left  the 
state,  and  have  joined  the  enemies  thereof,  by  means  whereof  the 
estates  with  whicli  such  absentees  have  been  entrusted  remain  unset- 
tled, and  the  same  circumstances  may  again  take  place  ;  for  remedy 
whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  when  it  shall  appear  to  the  judge  of  probate  of  wills,  &c.,  in  Empowering 
any  countv  within  this  state  where  letters  of    administration  have  Ju^ge  of  probate 

•'  -'  .  1  -11       /.  of  wills,  etc.,  to 

been  granted  on  any  intestate  estate,  or  on  the  will  ot  any  person  grant  letters  of 
deceased,  and  such  administrator,  or  the  executor  constituted  by  such  on'abseateea'" 
will,  is  absent  out  of  this  state,  and  has  voluntarily  joined  the  enemies  cBtates. 
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thereof,  such  judge  is  hereby  authorized  and  [i][e]mpowered  to  grant 
letters  of  administration  of  the  estate,  of  such  person  deceased,  intes- 
tate, not  ah-eady  administered,  in  like  manner  as  though  such  absent 
administrator  had  been  naturally  dead  ;  and  also  to  grant  letters  of 
administration  with  the  will  annexed,  in  like  manner  as  he  might 
have  done  in  case  such  absent  executor  was  naturally  dead,  intestate. 
^Passed  February  25,  1779. 


CHAPTER    38. 


Preamble. 


Pardoning  all 
riots  and  unlaw- 
ful aBsemblies 
committed  eince 
the  10th  of  April, 
1774,  in  the 
county  of 
Berkshire. 


AN  ACT  OF  PARDON  AND  INDEMNIFICATION  FOR  CERTAIN  OFFENCES 
THEREIN  MENTIONED;  AND  FOR  HOLDING  A  SUPERI0[U1R  COURT  OF 
JUDICATURE,  COURT  OF  ASSIZE  AND  GENERAL  GOAL  DELIVERY,  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 

Whereas  the  situation  of  the  county  of  Berkshire,  during  the  pres- 
ent troubles,  hath  been  such  as  induced  committees  and  other  persons 
to  do  many  acts  which  in  strict  law  may  be  deemed  criminal ;  where- 
fore, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  ayid  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  all  riots,  routs  and  unlawful  assemblies,  com- 
mitted, commanded,  acted,  done,  or  made,  within  the  said  county  of 
Berkshire,  since  the  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-four,  and  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine, — and  all  rescues  and  breaches 
of  the  peace,  assaults  and  batteries,  and  imprisonment  whatsoever, — 
be  and  hereby  are  pardoned,  released,  indemnified,  discharged  and 
put  into  utter  oblivion  ;  and  that  all  and  every  the  person  or  persons 
actino-,  advisiuo-  or  assistina;,  abettinij  and  counsellino-  the  same,  be 
and  hereby  are  pardoned,  released,  acquitted,  indemnified  and  dis- 
charged from  the  same,  and  of,  and  from,  all  judgments,  indictments, 
convictions,  penalties  and  forfeitures  therefor  had  or  given,  or  that 
might  ac[c]rue  for  the  same  ;  and  that  such  indictments,  convictions 
and  forfeitures  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  any  person  indicted  or  presented,  or  in  any  man- 
ner prosecuted,  or  that  shall  or  may  be  hereafter  indicted,  presented, 
or  in  any  manner  whatsoever  prosecuted,  for  any  of  the  offences  by 
this  act  pardoned,  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  in 
evidence  ;  which  shall  be  sufficient  to  acquit  him. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  (he  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  no  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued  or  prosecuted 
in  any  action  for  damage,  on  account  of  any  assault,  battery,  or  false 
imprisonment,  or  for  any  trespass  upon  the  property  of  any  person, 
committed  within  the  said  county  of  Berkshire  in  consequence  of  any 
resolve,  vote  or  order  of  any  town  in  the  same  county,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  committed  by  any  selectmen  or  commit- 
tees of  inspection  and  correspondence  of  any  of  the  same  towns,  or 
by  any  person  or  persons  acting  by  order  and  direction  of  the  same, 
unless  leave  be  first  had  and  obtained  of  the  great  and  general  court 
or  assembly  of  this  state,  for  that  purpose. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  so  much  of  an  act  made  in  the  year  one  thousand  ^^^fl^^^^Q^]'' 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-one,  [i][e]ntitled  "  An  Act  for  dividing  the  repealed. 
county  of  Hampshire,  and  erecting  and  establishing  a  new  county  in  i76o.6i,chap.33. 
the  westerly  part  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  to  be  called  the  county 
of  Berkshire,  and  for  establishing  courts  of  justice  within  the  same," 
as  relates  to  the  giving  of  the  superio[u]r  court  of  judicature,  court  of 
assize  and   general  goal  deliver}',  held   within  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, jurisdiction  of  actions  arising,  and  crimes  committed,  within  the 
said  county  of  Berkshire,  and   directing   and    [i]  [e]mpowering   the 
towns  in  said  county  to  send  jurors  to  said  court,  be  and  hereby  is 
repealed. 

.liid  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  5.]     That  there   shall  be  held  at  Great  Barrington,  within  Time  fixed  for 
and  for  the  said  county  of  Berkshire,  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  superif/court, 
annually,  a  supcrio[u]r  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  gen-  f^^^'^g"'' ''"' 
oral  goal  delivery,  with  the  same  powers  and  authorities  as  the  said 
court  hath,  by  law,  in  other  counties  in  this  state. 

Provided,  — 

[Sect.  6.]     That  nothing  in   this   act  shall  extend  to  prevent  the  Proviao. 
said  court,  within  the  county  of  Hampshire,  from   taking  cognizance 
of  any  civil  action  now  pending  before  them,  from  the  said  county  of 
lierkshire,  by  way  of  appeal  or  otherwise. 

[Sect.  7.]  And  that  every  person  or  persons  who  are  already 
recognized,  or  who  may  be  hereafter  recognized,  to  appear  at  the 
.siiperio[u]r  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  deliv- 
ci'V,  next  to  be  holden  at  Northampton,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire, 
and  for  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Berkshire,  on  account  of,  or 
respecting,  any  matter  of  a  criminal  nature,  shall  appear  at  the  supe- 
iio[u]r  court  appointed  by  this  act  to  be  held  at  Great  Barrington,  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  next. 
[Passed  February  27,  1779. 


CHAPTER    39. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  ONE  MILLION 
FOURTEEN  THOUSAND  FOUR  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-TWO  POUNDS 
SEVEN  SHILLINGS  AND  EIGHTPENCE,  UPON  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS 
AND  OTHER  PLACES  IN  THIS  STATE  HEREINAFTER  NAMED,  FOE 
DEFRAYING  THE  PUBLIC  CHARGES;  AND  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  A 
FURTHER  TAX  OF  TWELVE  THOUSAND  THREE  HUNDRED  AND 
EIGHTY-THREE  POUNDS  SIXTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  NINEPENCE, 
PAID  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR 
THEIR  TRAVEL  AND  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT  IN  THE 
YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-EIGHT. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  million 
twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six  pounds  four  shillings  and 
fivepence,  should  be  raised  and  paid  into  the  public  treasury  of  this 
state, as  soon  as  may  be,  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  which  to  be 
ai)propriated  for  the  payment  of  this  state's  quota  of  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars,  which  Congress,  by  their  resolve  of  the  second  of  January 
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last,  ordered  to  be  called  in  the  present  year  ;  and  the  remaining  sura 
of  four  hundred  twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six  pounds 
four  shillings  and  fivepence,  to  defray  such  public  charges  as  have 
arisen,  or  may  arise,  for  the  support  of  government ;  therefore,  for 
the  effectually  drawing  into  the  treasury  the  said  sum  of  one  million 
twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six  pounds  four  shillings  and 
fivepence,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  and  other  place  within  the  state  be 
assessed  and  pay,  as  such  town  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the 
sum  of  one  million  twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six  pounds 
four  shillings  and  fivepence,  the  following  sums  set  against  them 
respectively  ;  that  is  to  say,  — 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
[Sect.  2.]     That   the   ti'easurer  do   forthwith  send  his  warrants, 
directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place, 
within  this  state,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess 
the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner  follow- 
ing ;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  the  male  polls  above  the  age  of  six- 
teen years,  within  their  respective  towns  or  other  places  next  adjoining 
to  them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  including  negroes  and 
molattoes  (and  such  of  them  as  are  under  the  government  of  a  master 
or  mistress,  to  be' taxed  to  the  said  master  or  mistress,  respectively,  in 
the   same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are   taxed),  at  three 
pounds  twelve  shillings ;  provided,  that  in  any  town  or  other  place 
where  the  sum  hereby  ordered  to  be  set  on  the  polls  therein  shall  ex- 
ceed one-third  of  the  tax  set  on  such  town  or  other  place,  the  assess- 
ors   in  such  town  or  other  place  shall  lower  the  said  poll  tax,  so  as  to 
make  the  sum  to  be  raised  on  the  polls  as  near  as  may  be  to  one-third 
of  the  tax  set  on  such  town  or  other  place  ;  and  to  assess  the  remainder 
of  the  sum  set  to  each  town  (after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  sums 
assessed  to  the  polls  as  aforesaid)  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  towns  or 
places  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  just  value  of  the 
whole  real  estate  by  each  inhabitant  of  such  town  or  place,  respectively, 
possessed  in  his  own  right,  or  in  the  right  of  others,  lying  within  said 
town  or  place,  improved  or  not  improved ;  and  on  the  non-resident 
possessors  of  real  estates,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  in  their  own 
right,  or  in  the  right  of  others,  improved  or  not  improved  :  saving  all 
agreements  between  landlords  and  tenants,  and  where  no  agreement 
is,  the  landlord  to  reimburse  one-half  of  the  tax ;  and  also  on  the  in- 
habitants of  such  town  or  place,  according  to  the  proportion  of  the 
amount  and  just  value  of  their  whole  personal  estate,  including  money 
at  interest  more  than  they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due  to  them,  not  on 
interest,  monies  of  all  kinds  in   hand  more  than  they  are  indebted, 
and  also  the  amount  of  the  just  value  of  all  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandize, stock  in  trade,  vessels  of  all  sorts,  with  their  stores,  appur- 
tenances and  appendages,  plate,  horses,  oxen,  and  cattle  of  all  sorts 
and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kinds  of  the  produce 
of  the  land,  and  of  all  other  property  whatsoever  (excepting  hous- 
hold  furniture,  wearing  apparel,    farming  utensils  and  the  tools  of 
mechanicks),  and  on  the  amount  of  their  income  from  any  proportion, 
faculty,  handicraft,  trade    or  employment ;  and  also  on  the  amounts 
of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  and  on  shore,  and 
by  means  of  advantages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the  necessities  of 
the  community  ;  requiring  the  assessors  in  determining  the  quantity  and 
number  of  the  several  kinds  of  property,  and  amount  of  the  incomes 
before  enumerated,  to  each  individual  belonging,  to  govern  themselves 
by  the  return  .  made   into  the  secretary's  office  pursuant  to  an   act 
intitled  "An  Act  for  enquiring  into  the  rateable  property  of  this  1777-78, chap. 29. 
state ; "  and  to  settle  the  value  of  the  several  kinds  of  property  afore- 
said, according  to  the  current  price  thereof,  in  their  respective  towns, 
on  the  first  day  of  February,  1779  :  provided,  that  if  in  any  case  the 
assessors  shall  apprehend  there  has  been  any  material  alteration  in  the 
property  of  any  individual  after  making  the  above-mentioned  return, 
before  the  said  first  day  of  February,  1779,  they  shall  then  call  upon 
such  individual  to  give  in,  upon  oath  (which  oath  the  said  assessors 
are  hereby  impowered  to  administer) ,  a  true  list  of  their  polls,  and  of 
all  the  property  by  them  possessed  on  the  said  first  day  of  February ; 
and  if  any  person  so  called  upon  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  in,  on 

*  See  note  on  p.  956,  post,      ' 


954  Province  Laws.  — 1778-79.  [Chap.  39.] 

[revolutionary  period  —  "  STATE."] 

oath,  such  a  list,  or  shall  give  in  a  false  list  and  be  thereof  convicted 
before  the  said  assessors,  they  shall  then  proceed  to  assess  such  per- 
son, according  to  the  best  judgment  and  estimation  they  can  form  of 
the  several  kinds  of  property  by  him  possessed,  according  to  the  fore- 
going description.  And  the  person  neglecting  to  bring  in  his  list,  as 
aforesaid,  when  required  thereto  by  the  assessors,  shall  not  be  ad- 
mitted to  malve  application  to  the  court  of  general  sessions  for  an 
al>atement  of  the  assessment  laid  on  him. 

[Sect.  3.]  But  if  the  person  be  not  convicted  of  any  falsehood  in 
I  be  list  of  the  polls  or  real  and*  personal  estate  by  him  presented,  such 
list  shall  be  a  rule  for  such  person's  proportion  to  the  tax  which  the 
assessors  may  not  exceed. 

[Sect.  4.]  And  the  treasurer  in  his  said  warrant,  shall  likewise 
require  the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessments,  setting 
forth,  in  distinct  columns,  against  each  person's  name,  how  much  he 
or  she  is  assessed  at  for  polls,  and  how  much  for  real  estate,  and  how 
much  for  personal  estate  as  aforesaid ;  and  if  as  guardian,  or  for  any 
estate  in  his  or  her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed  ; 
and  the  list  or  lists  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  to  commit  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or 
constables,  of  any  such  town  or  place,  and  to  return  a  certificate  of 
the  name  or  names  of  such  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  con- 
stables, with  the  sum  total  to  each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself, 
some  time  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  April  next. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  receipt  of 
such  certificate,  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  such 
town  or  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to  collect  the  whole 
of  each  respective  sum  assessed  on  each  particular  person,  and  to 
pay  in  their  collections,  and  to  issue  then-  accounts  of  the  whole,  at  or 
before  the  twentieth  day  of  May  next. 
Provided,  nevertheless, — 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  following  persons;  viz.,  the  president,  fel- 
lows, professors,  tutors,  librarian  and  students  of  Harvard  College, 
who   have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  settled  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  grammer-school  masters,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  their 
polls  or  then'  estates,  unless  their  real  estates  be  not  under  their  actual 
management   and   improvement,   or   in   the   parishes  where  they  are 
settled  ;  and  also  all  persons  who  have  the  management  and  improve- 
ment of  the  estate  belonging  to  Harvard  College,  are  not  to  be  as- 
sessed for  the  same  ;  and  other  persons,  if  such  then-  be,  who,  through 
ao-e,  infirmity  or  extreme  poverty,  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors, 
are  not  able  to  pay  towards  the  public  charges,  they  may  exempt  their 
polls  or  estates,  or  abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  they  on  their 
oath  shall  think  just  and  equitable.     And  where  no  person  appears,  to 
discharge  the  taxes  on  non-resident  proprietors'  unimproved  land,  to 
the  collector,  he  shall  publish,  in  two  of  the  Boston  newspapers ;  viz., 
the   "  Continental  Journal"  and  "  Boston  Gazette,"  three  weeks  succes- 
sively, the  names  of  all  such  proprietors,  where  they  are  known,  with  the 
sum  of  the  taxes  assessed  on  their  lands,  respectively,  and  where  they 
are  not  known,  the  sum  of  the  taxes  on  the  several  rights  or  divisions, 
and  post  the  same  in  the  town  where  the  said  land  lays,  for  the  term 
of  one  month  ;  and  if  no  person  shall  appear  thereupon  to  discharge 
said  taxes,  in  such  case  the  constable  or  collector  shall  proceed  to  sell 
BO  much  only  of  said  unimproved  land  as  will  be  sufficient  to  discharge 
Baid  taxes  and  intervening  charges  ;  and,  having  given  notice  of  the 
•  ijge  uuM  ou  p.  DOG,  post. 
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intended  sale  thereof,  and  the  time  and  place  where  it  will  be  made, 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein,  above,  directed,  for  giving  notice  to 
the  proprietors  of  their  taxes,  shall  sell  the  same,  at  public  sale,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  with  power  to  adjourn,  from  day  to  day, if  necessary, 
to  compleat  said  sale,  not  to  exceed  three  days,*  and  shall  give  and 
execute  a  deed  thereof  to  the  purchaser,  expressing  therein  the  cause 
of  such  sale  :  saving  to  the  original  proprietor  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion of  any  lands  so  sold,  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the 
time  of  sale  ;  and  the  same  shall  be  reconveyed  to  him  or  tliem  on 
paying,  within  three  years,  the  sum  such  lands  sold  for,  and  twelve  per 
cent  annual  interest  on  said  sum,  together  with  all  intervening  taxes 
thereon. 

Provided.,  nevertheless, — 

And  be  if  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  the  army 
shall  be  considered  as  resident  in  the  several  towns  and  other  places 
to  which  they  belonged  at  the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army, 
theh'  absence  notwitlistanding  ;  and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns 
and  other  places  in  this  state,  shall  consider  such  officers  and  soldiers 
as  resident  in  such  town  or  place,  and  tax  them  accordiugly :  pro- 
vided, that  such  as  are  engaged  in  the  Continental  Army  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  or  during  the  war,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  exempted 
from  their  poll  tax. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  if  any  town  or  plantation  within  this  state,  shall 
chuse  to  raise  a  larger  sum  than  that  set  against  such  town  or  planta- 
tion, in  every  such  case  the  assessors  of  every  such  town  or  plantation 
are  hereby  fully  impowered  to  assess,  upon  the  inhabitants,  any  sum 
agreed  on  in  legal  town  meeting,  over  and  above  the  sum  laid  on 
them  by  this  act,  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same  rules  laid  down 
in  this  act ;  and  any  sum  so  raised  and  paid  into  the  treasury  shall 
be  carried  to  the  credit  of  such  towns  or  plantations,  respectively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  all  town  and  county  rates  that  may  be  ordered 
after  the  passing  this  act,  and  before  the  passing  another  tax  act, 
shall  be  taxed  and  assessed  by  the  rules  hereinbefore  given. 

Provided,  also,  — 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  the  particular  sum  assessed  to  each  town  or 
place,  shall  not  be  considered  as  the  exact  proportion  of  such  town  or 
place,  but,  being  paid  into  the  treasury",  shall  be  placed  to  their 
respective  credit  until  the  quotas  shall  be  finally  ascertained  and 
adjusted  agreeable  to  the  valuation  now  prepairing ;  and  if  it  shall 
then  appear  that  any  town  or  place  has  been  assessed  more  than  its 
just  proportion  of  this  tax,  the  surplus  shall  be  deducted  out  of  the 
sum  at  which  such  town  or  place  has  been  assessed  in  the  tax  next 
after  such  surplus  shall  be  made  to  appear ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  any  town  or  place  has  been  assessed  at  less  than  its  just  pi'opor- 
tion,  such  deficiency  shall  be  added  to  the  tax  at  which  such  town  or 
place  shall  be  assessed  in  the  next  assessment  after  such  deficiency 
shall  appear :  said  surplus  or  deficiency  to  be  adjusted  by  the  general 
court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  the  assessors  of  the  towns  of  Worcester,  Sutton, 
Oxford  and  Liecester,  in  the  county  of  "Worcester,  shall  tax  such  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ward,  in  said  county,  as  were  inhabi- 
•  See  note  on  p.  956,  post. 
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tants  of  their  respective  towns  before  the  incorporation  of  said  town 
of  Ward  :  and  the  assessors  of  the  towns  of  Walpole,  Stoughton, 
Stoughtonham  and  Wrentham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  shall  assess 
such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Foxborough,  in  said  county  of 
Suffolk,  as  were  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Foxborough  before  the 
incorporation  of  said  town  of  Foxborough ;  and  the  constables  or  col- 
lectors of  those  towns,  respectively,  are  required  to  collect  the  taxes 
laid  on  such  inhabitants,  in  the  same  manner  as  has  been  heretofore 
done  ;  the  acts  for  incorporating  said  towns  of  Ward  and  Foxborough, 
or  any  other  act,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     [^Passed  February 

27,  1779. 

[Note.  — So  iniicli  of  tlic  above  act  (except  the  tables)  as  was  included  in  the  lost 
portion  of  the  engrossment,  has  laeen  carefully  compared  with  the  original  biU,  and  the 
important  ditrercnces  noted,  in  the  words  starred  aliove,  aa  follows :  on  p.  953,  the  lirst 
word  marked  v.ith  a  star  is  sii^ular,  in  the  bill,  and  the  third  word  is  plitral,  in  the  biU; 
the  socond starred  word  is  omitted;  the  fourth  starred  word  is  "profession."  On  p.  494, 
the  Nvord  "and,"  marked  with  a  star,  is  "or,"  in  the  bill;  and  on  p.  955,  the  words  "  in 
all,"  appear  in  tlie  l)ill,  after  the  starred  word  "  days." 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  the  Seventh  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1779. 


CHAPTER    40. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  TUB  PLANTATION  CONTAINING  CER- 
TAIN GRANTS  CALLED  «'  NO-TOWN,"  AND  PART  OF  CHARLEMONT, 
LYING  ON  THE  SOUTH  SIDE  OF  DEERFIELD  RIVER  AND  EAST  OF 
NUMBER  SEVEN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  INTO  A  TOWN- 
SHIP  BY   THE   NAME   OF   BUCKLAND. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  plantation  called  "  No^town,"  and  rnambie 
those  on  that  part  of  Chaiiemont  lying  on  the  south  side  of  Deerfield 
River  and  east  of  Number  Seven,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  have 
represented  to  this  court  the  great  difficulties  and  inconveniencies  they 
labour  under  in  their  present  situation,  and  have  earnestly  requested 
that  they  be  incorporated  into  a  town, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  Souse  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  plantation  called  "  No-town,"  and  that  part  of  Boundaries 
Charlemont  lying  as  aforesaid,  and  all  bounded  as  follows;  viz"^'^., 
begin[ri.]ing  at  the  [N.  Y,.']\_north-east']  corner  of  Number  Seven,  and 
from  thence,  run[?;]ing  north,  nineteen  degrees  east,  by  said  Charle- 
mont, eighty-eight  rods,  to  Deerfield  River ;  and  then,  turning,  and 
run[?;,]ing  easterly,  northerly,  north-easterly  and  southerly,  with  the 
various  windings  and  turnings  of  said  river  as  it  now  runs,  and  bound- 
ing by  and  upon  said  river,  till  it  comes  to  Shelburn[e]  west  line  ;  and 
then,  turning,  and  run[?i]ing  southerly,  bounding  easterly  on  said  Shel- 
burn[e  |.  till  it  is  extended  to  Ashfield  north  line  ;  and  then  turns,  and 
runs  westerly,  bounding  southerly  on  said  Ashfield,  till  it  comes  to 
the  east  line  of  Number  Seven  ;  and  then  turns,  and  runs  northerly, 
bounding  west  on  said  Number  Seven,  till  it  comes  to  the  first-men- 
tioned bounds,  —  be  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the 
name  of  Buckland  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be,  and  they  are 
hereby, invested  with  all  the  powers,  privile[d]ges  and  immunities 
which  the  inhai)itants  of  towns  within  this  state  do  or  may  by  law 
enjoy. 

And  provided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  said  town  of  inhabitants  of 
Buckland  shall  pay  their  proportion  of  town,  county,  and  state,  taxes  pay  th^eir pro- 
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portion  of  all 
taxes. 


Warrants  to 
issue  for  calling 
;i  moetitig  for 
tlio  clinice  of 
town  officers. 


To  dctfTiTiiiio 
the  q\ialification 
of  voters. 


already  set  on  or  raised  by  the  general  court  of  this  state,  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  and  the  town  of  Charlemont. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  3.]  That  David  Field,  Esqi^'^,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed 
and  imi^owered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhab- 
itant within  said  town  of  Ruckland,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  town  of  Buckland,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to 
assemble  at  some  suitable  time, and  place  in  said  town,  to  choose  all 
such  officers  as  towns,  by  law, are  required  and  impowered  to  choose 
in  the  month  of  March,  annually,  and  to  transact  all  other  matters 
and  business  necessary  to  be  done  in  said  town. 

And  he  it  further  enacted. 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  respective  town  clerks  of  the  several  towns 
to  which  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Buckland  have  been  rated, 
shall,  before  -the  first  meeting  of  the  said  town  of  Buckland,  deliver 
to  the  person  who  shall  be  directed  and  impowered,  as  aforesaid,  to 
warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  a  copy  of  the  last  list  of  valua- 
tion of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  towu, 
in  order  to  determine  the  qualification  of  voters  at  said  meeting ;  and 
that  the  inhabitants  who  shall  appear,  by  said  list,  to  be  voters  accord- 
ing to  law  shall  be  allowed  to  vote.     \_Passed  April  14,  1779. 


CHAPTER    41. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  EXPLANATION  OF  AN  ACT  INTITLED  |«AN  ACT 
FOR  ENABLING  TOWNS  TO  RAISE  MONEY  FOR  CARRYING  ON  THE 
PRESENT   WAR." 


Prcimble. 
1776-77,  chap.  41, 
SI. 


IIow  far  the  act 
for  enabling 
towns  to  raise 
money  for 
carrying  on  the 
present  wari 
means  to  extend. 


Whereas  by  said  act,  among  other  things,  it  is  enacted  "  That  when 
any  town,  plantation,  district  or  parish,  at  any  legal  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants,  shall  vote  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  for  encouragement 
of  men  to  engage  in  the  army,  or  for  procuring  necessaries  for  carry- 
ing on  the  present  war,  the  assessors  of  such  town,  plantation,  dis- 
trict or  parish,  for  the  time  being,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as 
the  said  town,  plantation,  district  or  parish  have  or  may  appoint  for 
that  purpose,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  apportion  and 
assess  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  upon  the  inhabitants,  according  to 
the  rules  and  methods  prescribed  by  law  for  apportioning  the  state 
tax"  ;  and  whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  aforesaid  act 
can  be  construed  to  extend  so  far  as  to  [i][e]mpower  the  assessovK 
to  tax  all  the  rateable  estates  lying  within  said  towns,  plantations, 
districts  or  parishes,  being  the  property  of  persons  in  other  towns  or 
places, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assemhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of  the  same. 

That  the  aforesaid  act  doth  mean  to  extend  so  far  as  to  [i]  [ejmpowei 
the  assessors  to  tax  all  the  rateable  estate  lying  within  any  town, 
plantation,  district  or  parish,  being  the  property  of  inhabitants  oi 
other  towns  or  places,  as  well  as  the  rateable  estates  of  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  and  ought  always  to  be  so  construed  and  understood. 
[Passed  April  14,  1779. 
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CHAPTER    42. 

AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  EIGHTY-ONE 
THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY  POUNDS. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary,  immediately,  to  make  provision  to  enable  Prearabie. 
the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  pay  the  prizes  of  fifty  dollars  and  up-  Sri779-"o, " 
wards,  drawn  in  the  second  and  third  classes  of  the  lottery  ordered  by  '"'I'lp-  -i-^.  ^i'"^' 
a  resolve  of  the  general  court,  passed  May  the  first,  Anno  Bomfni  "'''"''' 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
ill  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  Treasurer  to 
directed,  on  the  credit  thereof,  to  issue  his  notes,  payable  the  first  ^"""^  ™°"®y- 
day  of  January,  Anno  D'imini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  to  draw  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
annually  ;  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  eighty-one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  seventy  pounds  :  and  that  the  said  notes  be  of  the  tenor  and  form 
foil  »wing  ;  vizi^'^., — 

State  of  Massachusetts  l!ay,  the  day  of  ,  1779.      Form  of  a 

For  value  recei\ed,  for  the  use  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  I  do,  in  r9ceipt  he  is  tc 
behalf  of  said  state,  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the  ^^'"^' 
office  of  treasurer,  to  pay  to  the  possessor  ot  this  note,  the  sum  of  , 

by  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
with  interest  at  six  per  cent  per  annum  ;  the  interest  to  be  paid  annually. 
Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A    B    ? 
c'  i>''  c  Committee. 

—  which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  and  a  suitable  border 
round  the  same ;  and  when  said  notes  are  issued,  a  counterpart,  in- 
dented, of  each  note,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  John  Scollay,  Esq'^'^.,  and  Mr.  Edward  Green,  be  Committee  to 
a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  form  pre-  *'^°  blanks, 
scribed,  before  the  same  are  filled  up  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  eighty- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the 
polls  and  estates  within  this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such 
proportion  on  the  several  towns  and  places  therein,  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their  sessions 
in  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  to  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  November  then 
next  after,  and  to  be  applied  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  which 
may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

|_Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  general  court  shall  not,  some  time  before  the  Tax  to  be  levied 
first  day  of  September,  in  the  vear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-two,  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums 
which  by  this  act  are  agreed  to  be  paid  in  said  3'ear,  then  and  in 
such  case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax 
to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  their  limits,  respectively, 
the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other  place  was 
taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  prece[e]ding. 
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Treasurer  to 
issue  his  war- 
rants for 
asseaBmenta. 


Notes  to  be 
delivered  to  the 
managers  of  the 
slate  lottery. 


[Sect.  5.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  [i][e]mpow- 
ered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  said  month  of  September,  in  said 
year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen 
or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  incorporated  place  within  this 
state,  or  to  some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or 
places  therein  as  are  not  incorporated,  requiring  them  to  assess  the 
polls  and  estates  within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their 
respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and  en- 
gaged to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the 
said  twentieth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-two ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  all  persons  thereby  assessed, 
shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  direc- 
tions as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  tlien  last  prece[e]ing  tax  act. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  6.]  That  the  notes  that  may  be  issued  by  the  treasurer  by 
virtue  of  and  in  conformity  to  this  act,  shall,  by  him,  upon  his  receiv- 
ing a  warrant  from  the  council  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  be  delivered  to 
the  managers  of  the  lottery  aforesaid,  or  their  order,  from  time  to 
time,  and  in  such  proportions  and  sums  as  said  managers  may  draw 
for.     [Passed  April  14,  1779. 


CHAPTEK     43. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  INCREASE  AND  ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  THE  MARINE  OF 
THIS  STATE,  AND  FOR  RAISING  THE  SUM  OF  FIFTY  THOUSAND  POUNDS 
FOR  THAT  PURPOSE. 


Preamble. 


Whiit  part  of 
prizes  shall  be 
adjudged  to 
captors. 


To  empower 
th-l'.oanlof 
War  to  fit  out 
for  the  sea  iwo 
armed  vessels. 


Treasurer  to 
Issue  his  notes. 


Whereas  it  is  necessar}',  at  a  time  when  the  coasts  of  this  state  are 
infested  by  the  enemies'  privateers  and  other  armed  vessels,  further 
to  encourage  the  officers  and  seamen  in  the  service  of  this  state, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  b>i  the  Coancil  and  House  of  Bejjresentatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  all  armed  cruizing-vessels  in  the  service  of  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  having  commissions  to  capture  Ameri- 
can vessels,  taken  and  brought  in  by  any  armed  vessel [.s]  now,  or  that 
hereafter  may  be,  in  the  service  of  this  state,  together  with  their  sea 
stores  and  military  appurtenances,  and  one-half  the  merchandize  on 
board,  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  sole  use  of  the  captors. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  increase  the  naval  force  of  this  state, 
for  the  better  defence  of  its  coast,  and  security  of  its  trade,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  Board  of  War  l)o,  and  they  [cire'\  hereby  [arc], 
[i][t^]mpowered  and  directed,  either  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  to 
purchase,  and  immediately  fit  for  the  sea,  two  such  ves.sels  as  they 
shall  judge  proper,  to  be  [i][f^]mployed  as  guards  to  the  coasts  of  this 
state  :  prooided,  that  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  for  this  pur[cha][po]se 
be  furnished  by  subscription  on  loan  to  this  state. 

And,  in  order  to  enable  the  Board  of  War  to  carry  this  act  into 
execution,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
[i][e]mpowered  to  issue  and  delivei-  to  the  Board  of  War,  his  promis- 
sory notes,  in  form  following,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds : — 
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State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of  "  ,1779.      Form  of  a 

Borrowed  and  received  of  ,  the  sum  ,for  the  use  and  service  of  '"'-'"^'p'- 

the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and,  in  behalf  of  said  state,  I  do  hereby 
promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the  olSce  of  treasurer,  to  repay 
to  the  possessor  hereof,  by  the  first  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1780,  the  aforesaid 
sum  of  ,  with  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A    B    ? 
C*  d'  C  Ciommittee. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  Ezekiel  Price  and  John  Scollay,  Esq[m]r[e]s,  be  Committee  to 
a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  form  pre-  ''°"°''"'*'g"- 
scribed,  before  the  same  are  filled  up  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  fifty  Tax  to  be  levied, 
thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and 
personal,  within  this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  pro- 
portions on  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state,  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their 
session  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  to  be 
paid  into  the  public  treasury  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  which 
will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  if  the  general  court  or  assembly,  at  their  sessions 
in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  some  tirhe 
before  the  first  day  of  August,  in  that  year,  shall  not  agree  and  con- 
clude upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sum  which  by  this  act  is  engaged 
to  be  in  that  j'ear  assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and  in  such  case 
each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  be  levied 
on  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal  within  their  limits, 
the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other  place  was 
taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  next  preceeding. 

[Sect.  7.]     And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  [i][e]m-  Treasurer  to 
powered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  August,  in  the  same  rami  to^tre*"^' 
year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen  towns. 
or  assessors  of  each  town  within  this  state,  or  to  some  suitable  per- 
son or  persons  in  such  places  as  are  not  incorporated,  requiring  him 
or  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  real  and  personal,  within  their 
several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  respective  parts  and  propor- 
tions of  the  sum  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  assessed,  to  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  aforementioned  time  ;  and  the  assessors 
shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  direc- 
tions as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  prece[e]ding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]     That  the  said  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  when  so 
borrowed,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the   sole  purpose  of  fitting  out  How  to  be 
armed  vessels  for  the  defence  of  the  sea-coasts  of  this  state.       {^Passed  app'opi^iated. 
April  19,  1779. 
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CHAPTER     44. 

AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CHURCH  AND  CON- 
GREGATION IN  THE  TOWN  OF  WARWICK,  FOR  CERTAIN  PURPOSES. 


Preamble. 


Congregational 
sock'ty  in 
Warwick  Incor- 
porated. 


£1200  to  be 
raised  for  the 
support  of  the 
minister. 


Whereas  the  church  and  congregation  in  Warwick  have  humbly 
supplicated  this  court,  setpjing  forth  that,  by  subscriptions,  they  are 
now  possessed  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  and  pray  for  lib- 
erty to  sell  the  ministry  right  of  land  in  Warwick,  and  to  add  the 
money  arising  by  the  sale  of  said  right  of  land  to  the  above-mentioned 
sum  raised  by  subscription,  so  as  to  make  out  a  capital  sura  of  twelve 
hundred  pounds  in  the  whole  ;  and  that  the  same  may  be  placed  at  in- 
terest, and  the  income  thereof  be  forever  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
supporting  a  learned  Protestant  Congregational  minister  in  the  town 
of  Warwick,  and  that  this  court  would  invest  the  committee  or  trus- 
tees of  the  said  Congregational  church  and  society  with  the  powers 
needful[l]  for  those  purposes,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[vSect.  1.]  That  Ezra  Conant,  James  Ball,  Medad  Pomeroy,  Sam- 
uel Williams  and  Joseph  Mayo,  present  trustees  of  said  Congrega- 
tional society,  and  those  which  shall  be,  annually,  hereafter,  forever, 
chosen  by  said  society  to  the  same  office,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Congre 
gational  Society  in  Warwick,  and  they  are  hereby  incorporated  to 
this  special  purpose  ;  viz'^'^.,  to  receive  all  the  donations,  SHbscriptious, 
securities  and  mon[?']e[y]s,  now  in  the  hands  of  said  Congregational 
society,  and  also  with  full  power  to  sell  at  public  auction,  the  ministry 
right  of  land  in  Warwick,  and  to  make  and  execute  good  and  lawful 
deeds  of  the  said  lands  to  the  purchasers  thereof,  and  add  the 
mou[i]e[y]s  that- shall  be  raised  by  the  sale  of  said  right  of  land  to  the 
above-mentioned  mon[z]e[y][s]  subscribed  by  said  CongregatioDal 
society,  so  as  to  raise  a  capital  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  lawful 
money  of  this  state  ;  and  all  bonds,  mortgages,  or  other  lawful  securi- 
ties, made  to  the  said  Ezra  Conant,  James  Ball,  Medad  Pomeroy, 
Samuel  Williams  and  Joseph  Mayo,  or  to  their  successors  aforesaid, 
by  the  corporate  name  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared 
valid  and  good ;  and  they  and  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  by  the  said  name,  may  appear  and  plead,  sue  and  defend,  in 
any  court  within  this  state,  in  all  matters  touching  such  securities. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds,  when 
raised,  shall  be,  by  the  said  trustees,  put  to  interest  on  good  secuii- 
ties,  and  the  interest,  annually,arising  from  the  same  shall  be  paid 
to  a  minister  of  the  Congregational  church,  resident,  and  oliiciatiug  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry,  within  the  said  town,  forever.  And  if  it  shall 
ever,  after  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  is  raised,  so  hapi^en 
that  there  be  no  minister  of  a  Congregational  church  settled  within 
the  said  town  for  the  space  of  one  year,  in  every  such  case  the  in- 
terest arising  shall  be  put  out  to  interest  on  new  securities,  and  all 
such  increased  capitals  shall  be  ordered  and  managed  according  to  the 
directions  hereinbefore  given,  respecting  the' said  principtii  sum  of 
twelve  hundred  pounds.  And  the  said  Ezra  Conant,  James  Ball, 
Medad  Pomeroy,  Samuel  Williams   and  Joseph  Mayo,  and  their  sue- 
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cessors  aforesaid,  are,  with  respect  to  the  said  sum  of  twelve  hundred 
pounds,    and   all   such   increased    capitals,    are   fully   incorporated, 
[i][e]mpowered  and  directed  in  manner  aforesaid. 
And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  3.]  That  when  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  should  be  in  case,  eta 
another  regular,  Protestant  church  erected  and  organized  in  Wai'wick, 
with  a  learned,  pious,  Protestant  minister  settled  in  the  same,  that  • 
then  the  trustees,  or  their  successors,  of  the  first  church  and  society, 
shall  pay  to  the  person  or  persons  belonging  to  the  new-erected 
church,  that  shall  be  lawfully  authorised  to  receive  the  same,  that 
church's  proportion  of  the  interest  of  the  mon[i]e[y]s  raised  by  sell- 
ing the  ministry  right  of  land  in  Warwick,  agre[e]able  to  the  state 
tax. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  if,   at  any  time,  the  said  society  shall,  at  their  Upon  neglect  the 
annual  meeting  in  March,  neglect  to  choose  a  society  committee,  the  vest^' 'wuh"  ^^ 
committee  then  last  before  chosen  shall  continue  vested  with  all  the  certain  powers, 
powers  and  privile[d]ges  aforesaid,  until  new  ones  be  chosen. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  the  said  trustees   and  their   successors  shall  be 
accountable  to  the  said  society,  and  may,  by  them,  for  any  misde- 
meanor in  their  office  aforestxid,  be  removed  from  the  said  trust,  and 
new  ones  appointed  in  their  stead. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  said  trustees,  and  their  successors  in  trust,  Trustees 
are  hereby  directed  to  call  a  meeting  of  said  society,  yearly,  and  every  fn'^ammaii*' *"*" 
year,  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  March,  annually,  to  choose  trustees,  meeting, 
and  transact  any  necessary  business  of  said  society  ;  the  articles  to 
be  acted  upon,  to  be  inserted  in  a  notification  for  said  meetino- :  said 
notification  to  be  posted  up  at  the  meeting-house  in  Warwick,   at 
least  ten  days  before  the  meeting.     [^Passed  April  20,  1779. 


CHAPTER    45. 

AN  ACT    IN  ADDITION  TO  AN    ACT  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT 
THE  SALE  OF  GOODS  AT  PUBLIC  AUCTION." 

Whereas  it  is  found,  by  experience,  that  the  good  purposes  intended  Preamble, 
by  the  aforesaid  act  are  in  great  measure  frustrated  by  the  indulgence  i^'^^-tq, chap.  29. 
given  to  the  Continental  agents,  to  sell  the  effects  of  the  continent, 
indiscriminately,  at  public  auction,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  bij  the  authority  of  the  same. 

That,  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this   act,  no  Continental  No  persons 
agents,  or  any  person  for  or  under  them,  be  permitted  to  sell  any  goodTstlitc. ^^" 
goods,  wares   or  merchandize,  by  public  auction,  otlier  than  vessels, 
with  their  appurt[a][e] nances;  and  every  person  offending,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  puins  and  penalties  as  are  set  fortli  in  the  said  act ; 
anything  to  the  contrary  nolwithstuuding.     \_Pas6Kd  April  23,  1779. 
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CHAPTEE  46. 

AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  TWO  HUNDRED 
THOUSAND  POUNDS. 

Preamble.  Whereas  it  is  necessai'y,immediatelyi  to  make  provision  to  enable  the 

treasurer  of  this  state  to  pay  the  sums  that  will  be  due  to  the  officers  in 
the  Continental  Army,  on  the  fifteenth  of  April  and  fifteenth  of  July, 
ordered  by  a  resolve  of  the  general  court,  pas  [t][s'cZ]  February  the  sixth, 
Aiino  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
Treasurer  [Sect.   1.]     That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  be  hereby  is, 

notee'.*^ ''°  "*"*'  directed,  on  the  credit  thereof,  to  issue  his  notes,  payable  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  to  draw  interest 
at  six  per  cent  per  annum ;  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds :  and  that  the  said  notes  be  of  the  tenor  and  form 
following ;  vizi^'^,,  — 

Form  of  notes.        State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  [one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine]  [1779']. 

For  value  received,  for  the  use  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  I  do,  in 
behalf  of  said  state,  hereby  promise  and  oblige" myself  and  successors  in  the 
oflBce  of  treasurer,  to  pay  the  possessor  of  this  note,  the  sum  of  , 

by  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  with 
interest  at  six  per  cent  per  annum  ;  interest  to  commence  on  the 
day  of  ,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A   B   ^ 

r"  d''  t  Committee. 

—  which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  and  a  suitable  border 
round   the   same ;    and   when   said   notes  are  issued,  a  counterpart, 
indented,  of  each  note,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 
Arid  be  it  further  enacted., 
Committee  to  [Sect.  2.]     That  Mr.    Stephen   Minot   and  John   Mascaren[c]e, 

coun  ersign.  Esq'^'^.,  be  a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the 
form  prescribed,  before  the  same  are  filled  up  by  the  treasurer. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Tax  to  be  levied.  [Sect.  3.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within 
this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportions  on  the 
several  towns  and  places  therein,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered 
by  the  general  court  or  assembly  at  their  sessions  in  May,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  to  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  then  next  after,  and  to  be 
applied  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  virtue 
of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  general  court  shall  not,  sometime  before 
the  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums 
which  by  this  act  are  agreed  to  be  paid  in  said  year,  then  and  in  such 
case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax  to  l)e 
le[i]v[i]ed  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  their  limits,  respectively. 
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the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other  place  was 
taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  preceediug. 

[Sect.  5.]     And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  [i][e]mpow-  Treasurer  to 
ercd  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  said  month  of  August,  in  said  warranu  to  the 
year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  towns, 
assessors  of  each  town  or  other  incorporated  place  within  this  state, 
or  to  some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  therein 
as  are  not  incorporated,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls  and  estates 
within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  respective  parts 
and   proportions   of   the   sums   before   directed   and  engaged  to  be 
assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  said  first  day 
of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine ;    and 
the  assessors,  as  also  all  persons  thereby  assessed,  shall  observe,  be 
governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  then  last  preceediug  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  notes  that  may  be  issued  by  the  treasurer  by  Notes  to  be 
virtue  of  and  in  conformity  to  this  act,  shall,  by  him,  upon  his  re-  ^eiiyered  to  the 
ceivmg  a  warrant  from  the  council  fpr  the  aforesaid  sums,  be  deliv-  officers, 
ered  to  the  officers  in  the  Continental  Army  aforesaid,  or  their  order, 
from  time  to  time,  in  such  proportion  and  in  such  sums  as  by  the 
aforesaid  resolves  of  the  general  court  are  directed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  [autliority]  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  the  notes  to  be  issued  in  manner  before  directed,  Notes  to  draw 
shall  draw  interest  from  their  respective  dates.  interest. 

[Sect.   8.]     And  the  treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  the  notes  when  to  be 
to  be  issued,  as  aforesaid,  to  pay  the  first  inoiety  of  the  sums  engaged  p'^''^* 
to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  to  bear  date  the  fifteenth  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred   and   seventy-nine,    and  the   other  moiety,    the 
fifteenth  of   July,    one  thousand   seven   hundred    and   seventy-nine. 
^Passed  April  23,*  1779. 


OHAPTEE  47. 

AN  ACT  FOR  PROLONGING  THE  TIME  FOR  ADMINIST[£]  RING  THE  OATH, 
OR  AFFIRMATION,  OF  FIDELITY  AND  ALLEGIANCE. 

Whereas,  by  law,  it  is  required  that  the  oath,or  affirmation,of  fidelity  Preamble, 
aud  allegiance  be  administ[e]red  to  all  commissioned  officers,  both  i"8-79,  chap. la. 
civil  and  military,  in  this  state,  by  the  first  day  of  March,  in  the  pres- 
ent year,  otherwise  that  such  person  be  considered  as  disqualified  to 
act  in  either  of  said  offices  or  places  ;  which  time  does  not  appear  to 
this  court  sufficient  for  commissioned  military  officers  to  take  said 
oath,  by  reason  of  many  of  them  having  been  called  abroad  into  the 
public  service,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  time  for  administ[e]ring  said  oath  of  fidelity  Prolonging  the 
and  allegiance,  be  prolonged,  for  all  commissioned  military  officers,  to  ^'Ministering 
the  first  day  of  December  next ;  and  tliat  no  person  be  considered  as  the  oath  of    . 
disqualified  from  acting  in  any  military  office,  as  aforesaid,  before  the  ""''fiance,  etc. 

*  Passed  April  22,  according  to  the  printed  act. 
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expiration  of  said  time,  although  the  oath  aforesaid  be  not  to  them 
administ[e]red  ;  any  law  of  this  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  autJwrlti/  aforesaid^ 
Militia  officere         fSECT.  2.]     That  thc  Commanding  officer  of  cach  regiment  of  mili- 

rcquircd  to  take         <-     .  ,  .        , -i  .  -.P.  ...  .         ^5^  t        i  . 

said  oath,  on  or  tia  withui  this  State,  reqime  and  e.njom  every  militia  omcer  under  his 
of  Decembef  commaud,  to  take  said  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  by  or  before 
next.  the   first  day  of  December  aforesaid ;   and  said  commanding  officer 

is  hereby  [i][e]mpowered,  having  first  taken  said  oath  himself,  to 
administer  the  same  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  under  his 
command,  and  required  to  make  return  thereof  into  the  secretary's 
office,  as  soon  as  may  be.     \_Passed  April  30,  1779. 


CHAPTER    48. 

AN  ACT  TO  CONFISCATE  THE  ESTATES  OF  CERTAIN  NOTORIOUS  CON- 
SPIRATORS AGAINST  THE  GOVERNMENT  AND  LIBERTIES  OF  THE 
INHABITANTS  OF  THE  LATE  PROVINCE,  NOW  STATE,  OF  MASSACHU- 
SETTS BAY. 


Preamble. 

1  Mass.,  381. 

2  Mass.,  284. 
9  Mass.,  367. 


Persons  named 
who  have  justly 
incurred  the 
forfeiture  of  all 
their  property, 
rights  and 
liberties. 


Whereas  the  several  persons  hereinafter  mentioned,  have  wickedly 
conspired  to  overthrow  and  destroy  the  constitution  of  government  of 
the  late  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  as  established  by  the  charter 
agreed  upon  by  and  between  their  late  majesties  William  and  Mary, 
late  king  and  queen  of  England,  &c.,  and  the  inhabitants  of  said 
province,  now  state,  of  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and  also  to  reduce  the 
said  inhabitants  under  the  absolute  power  and  domination  of  the 
present  king,  and  of  the  parli[a]ment  of  Great  Britain;  and,  as  far 
as  in  them  lay,  have  aided  and  assisted  the  same  king  and  paiii[a]- 
ment  in  their  endeavours  to  establish  a  d[i]  [e]spotic  government 
over  the  said  inhabitants,  — 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  Francis  Bernard,  Baronet,  Thomas  Hutchinson, 
Esq'^"'^.,  late  governors  of  the  late  province,  now  state,  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay;  Thomas  Oliver,  Esq'^''^,  late  lieut[enawi] -governor  ;  Harri- 
son Gray,  Esq'^''^.,  late  treasurer;  Thomas  Flu[c]ker,  Esqi^'^,  late 
secretary  ;  Peter  Oliver,  Esq'^'^. ,  late  ch[ei]  [ie]f  justice  ;  Foster  Hutch- 
inson, John  Erving,  jun'^"'-!.,  George  Erving,  William  Pepper[r]ell, 
Baronet,  James  Boutineau,  Joshua  Loring,  Nathaniel  Hatch,  William 
Browne,  Richard  Lechmere,  Josiah  Edson,  Nathaniel  Rea  Tliomas, 
Timothy  Ruggles,  John  Murray,  Abijah  Willard  and  Daniel  Leonard, 
Esq'rs,  late  mandamus  coun[c][.s]ellors  of  said  late  province  ;  Wil- 
liam Burch,  Henry  Hulton,  Charles  Paxton  and  Benjamin  H[o][a]l- 
lowell,  Esq'rs,  late  commissioners  of  the  customs  ;  Robert  Auchmuty, 
Esq"^'^.,  late  judge  of  the  vice-admiralty  court;  Jonathan  Sewall, 
Esq"^'^.,  late  attorney-general;  Samuel  Quincy,  Esq"^"^.,  late  solicitor- 
general;  Samuel  Fitch,  Esq^''^,  sol[l]icitor,  or  counsellor-at-law,  to  the 
board  of  commissioners,  —  have  justly  incurred  the  forfeiture  of  all 
their  property,  rights  and  liberties,  holden  under,  and  derived  from, 
the  government  and  laws  of  this  state ;  and  that  each  and  every  of 
the  persons  aforenamed  and  described,  shall  be  held,  taken,  deemed 
and  adjudged,  to  have  renounced  and  lost  all  civil  and  political  rela- 
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tion  to  this  and  the  otlier  United  States  of  America,  and  be  considered 
as  aliens. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  autliority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  2.]     That  all  the  goods  and  chattels,  rights  and  credits,  Estateaso^for^-^ 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  of  every  kind,  of  which  any  of  thc'us'eofthe'"^ 
the  persons  hereinbefore  named  and  described  were  sei[s][z]ed  or  Igopieofthis"*^ 
possessed,  or  were  [i][e]ntitled  to  possess,  hold,  enjoy  or  demand,  state. 
in  their  own  right,  or  which  any  other  person  stood  or  doth  stand 
seized  or  possessed  of,  or  are  or  were  [i][e]utitled  to  have  or  demand, 
to  and  for  their  use,  benefit  and  behoof,  shall  escheat,  annure  and 
accrue  to  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  government  and  people  of 
this  state,  and  are,  accordingly,  hereby  declared  so  to  escheat,  [a][e]n- 
[n]ure  and  accrue  ;  and  the  said  government  and  people  shall  be  taken, 
deemed  and  adjudged,  and  are,  accordingly,  hereby  declared,  to  be  in 
the  real  and  actual  possession  of  all  such  goods  and  chattels,  rights 
and   credits,  lands,   tenements   and   hereditaments,    without   further 
enquiry,  adjudication,  or  determination  hereafter  to  be  had  ;  anything 
in  the  act  [i][e]ntitled  "  An  Act  for  confiscating  the  estates  of  cer-  1778-79,  chap. 49. 
tain  persons  commonly  called  absentees,"  or  any  other  law,  us[u]age, 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  nothwithstanding  :  provided^  al\\']ioays^  that  Proviso. 
the  escheat  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to,  or  operate  upon,  any 
goods,  chattels,  rights,  credits,  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
of  which  the  persons  aforenamed  and  described,   or  some  other  in 
their  right,  and  to  their  use,  have  not  been  seized  or  possessed,  or 
[ij[e]ntitled   to  be  seized  or  possessed,  or  to  have,  or  demand,  as 
aforesaid,  since  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That   all   debts  justly   due  from  any  of  the  persons  Debts  due 
aforenamed  and  described,  to  any  subject  of  the  United  States  of  of  ApH?m? 
America,  before  the  said  nineteenth  day  of  April,  A.D.  one  thousand  ^'^1'^®^?""'^,'°"* 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  shall  be  payable  out  of  their  respec- 
tive estates. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 

[Sect.  4.]     That  where  the  wife,  or  widow,  of  any  of  the  persons  The  widows  of 
aforenamed  and  described,  shall  have  remained  within  the  jurisdiction  describ^ed,  to 
of   any  of   the   said   United  States,  and  in  parts  under  the   actual  '^^,^\*^|,j'°"f 
authority  thereof ,  she  shall  be  [i][e]ntitled  to  the  improvement  and  onTtMrdV 
income  of  one  thu'd  part  of  her  husband's  real  and  personal  estate  esuteg"*^^"*^*' 
(after  payment  of  debts),  during  her  life,  and  continuance  within  the  11  Alien,  174. 
said  United  States  ;  and  her  dower  therein  shall  be  set  off  to  her  by 
the  judges  of  probate  of  wills,  in  like  manner  as  it  might  have  been 
if  her  husband  had  died  intestate  and  a  liege  subject  of  this  state. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.   5.]     That  if  any  person  whose  estate  is  by  this  act  ad-  Judge  of  pro. 
judged  to  have  escheated,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  have  any  wife,  or  edjn?e''rt^n*" 
widow,  [i][e]ntitled  to  any  part  thereof  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  cases, 
have  any  relations   (collateral  kindred  excepted)  who  may  not  be  of 
suflicieut  ability  to  support  themselves  without  some  allowance  out  of 
the  estate  of  such  person  to  whom  they  stand  related,  as  aforesaid, 
that  the  judge  of  probate  of  wills,  who  shall  have  the  right  of  ap- 
pointing agents  for  such  estate,  be,  and   he  hereby  is,  authori[z][5]ed 
and  directed  to  fix  a  competent  allowance,  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
comfortable  support  of  all  such  relations,  having  respect  to  the  value 
of  such  estate.     [^Passed  April  30,  1779. 
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CHAPTEE  49. 

AN  ACT    FOR    CONFISCATING    THE     ESTATES    OF    CERTAIN     PERSONS 
COMMONLY  CALLED   ABSENTEES. 

Preamble  "Whereas*  every  government  hath  a  right  to  command  the  personal 

2  Afaes!!  236*244.  services  of  all  its  members  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  state  shall 
4  Mass. ,299.  require  it,  especially  in  times  of  an  impending  or  actual  invasion,  no 
member  thereof  can  then  withdraw  himself  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  government,  and  thereby  deprive  it  of  the  benefit  of  his  personal 
services,  without  justly  incurring  the  forfeiture  of  all  his  property, 
rights  and  liberties,  holden  under  and  derived  from  that  constitution 
of  government  to  the  support  of  which  he  hath  refused  to  afford  his  aid 
and  assistance  ;  and  whereas  the  king  of  Great  Britain  did  cause  the 
parliament  thereof  to  pass  divers  acts  in  direct  violation  of  the  funda- 
mental rights  of  the  people  of  this  and  of  the  other  United  States  of 
America,  particularly  one  certain  act  to  vacate  and  annul  the  charter  of 
this  government,  —  the  great  compact  made  and  agreed  upon  between 
his  royal  predecessors  and  our  ancestors,  — and  one  other  act,  declaring 
the  people  of  said  states  to  be  out  of  his  protection  ;  and  did  also 
levy  war  against  them  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  establishing  an 
arbitrary  and  d[i][e]spotic  government  over  them;  whereupon,  it 
became  the  ind[e][^■]spensable  duty  of  all  the  people  of  said  states 
forthwith  to  unite  in  defence  of  their  common  freedom,  and,  by  ai-ms, 
to  oppose  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  said  king ;  yet,  nevertheless, 
divers  of  the  members  of  this  and  of  the  other  United  States  of 
America,  evil[Z]y  disposed,  or  regardless  of  their  duty  towards  their 
country,  did  withdraw  themselves  from  this  and  other  of  the  said 
United  States,  into  parts  and  places  under  the  acknowledged  authority 
and  dominion  of  the  said  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  into  parts  and 
places  within  the  limits  of  the  said  states  but  in  the  actual  possession 
and  under  the  power  of  the  fleets  or  armies  of  the  said  king,  thereby 
abandoning  the  liberties  of  their  country,  seeking  the  protection  of 
the  said  king,  and  of  his  fleets  or  armies,  and  aiding  or  giving  encour- 
agement and  countenance  to  their  operations  against  the  United 
States  aforesaid,  — 

t  Be   it  enacted   by  the    Council  and  House   of  Representatives   in 

General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

Persons  who  TSect.  1.1     That  cvcrv  inhabitant  and  member  of  the  late  province, 

assisted  the        uow  State,  of  Massachusctts  Bay,  or  of  any  other  of  the  late  provmces  or 

Ki'iTif  ApdJ^*'  colonies,  now  United  States  of  "America,  who,  since  the  nineteenth  day 

n7r>,  and  have     of  April,  Aniio  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 

thcmse^TCs,  to      hath  Icvicd  war,  or  conspired  to  levy  war,  against  the  government  and 

aileM""*^'^'^^^ '^^  people  of  any  of  the  said  provinces  or  colonies,  or  United  States,  or 

who  hath  adhered  to  the  said  king  of  Great  Britain,  his  fleet  or  armies,  — 

enemies  of  the  said  provinces  or  colonies,  or  United  States,  —  or  hath 

given  to  them  aid  or  comfort,  or  who,  since  the  said  nineteenth  day  of 

April,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  hath 

withdi'awu,   without   the   permission   of  the   legislative  or  executive 

authority  of  this  or  some  other  of  the  said  United  States,  from  any 

of  the  said  provinces  or  colonies,  or  United  States,  into  parts  and 

places  under  the  acknowledged  authority  and"  dominion  of  the  said 


*  Sic:  "  as,"  or  "since,"  omitted. 

t  §  1.    The  sections  noted  in  the  margin  are  from  the  engrossment. 
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king  of  Great  Britain,  or  into  any  parts  or  places  within  tbe  limits  of 
any  of  the  said  provinces,  colonies,  or  United  States,  being  in  the 
actual  possession  and  under  the  power  of  the  fleets  Or  armies  of  the 
said  king;  or  who,  before  the  said  nineteenth  day  of  April,  A[rmo] 
D[om?'?*i]  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  after 
the  arrival  of  Thomas  Gage,  Esq[uire],  late  commapder-in-chief  of 
all  his  Brit[t]an[?i]ic[k]  majesty's  forces  in  North  America,  at  Bos- 
ton, tlie  metropolis  of  this  state,  did  withdraw  from  their  usual  places 
of  habitation  within  this  state,  into  the  said  town  of  Boston,  with  an 
intention  to  seek  and  obtain  the  protection  of  the  said  Thomas  Gage 
and  of  the  said  forces  then  and  there  being  under  his  command,  and 
who  hath  died  in  any  of  the  said  parts  or  places,  or  hath  not  returned 
into  some  one  of  the  said  United  States  and  been  received  as  a  sub- 
ject thereof,  and,  if  required,  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  such 
states,  shall  be  held,  taken,  deemed  and  adjudged  to  have  freely 
renounced  all  civil  and  political  relation  to  each  and  every  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  be  considered  as  an  alien. 

*  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  aidhority  aforesaid, 

•  [Sect.  2.]     That  all  the  goods  and  chatt[Z]e[l]s,  rights  and  credits,  Estates  of  per. 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  of  every  kind,  of   which  any  of  sb"nt!cheat!''' 
the  persons  hereinbefore  described  were  seized  or  possess[e]d,  or  were  enure  and 
entitled  to  possess,  hold,  enjoy  or  demand,   in  their  own   right,  or  fuiTuseand 
which  any  other  person  stood  or  doth  stand  seized  or  possess  [e]d  of,  g^gl?,',°gnt®jjn^ 
or  are,  or  were,  entitled  to  have  or  demand,   to  and  for  their  use,  people  of  this 
benefit  and  behoof,  shall  escheat,  enure  and  accrue  to  the  sole  use  and  *'*'®- 
benefit  of  the  government  and  people  of  this  state  ;  —  and  are  accord- 
mgly  hereby  declared  so  to  escheat,  enure  and  accrue. 

Provided,  always,  — 

[Sk;ct.  3.]  That  the  escheat  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to,  or  Proviso, 
operate  upon,  any  goods,  chatt[^]e[l]s,  rights,  credits,  lands,  tene- 
ments [or]  [and]  hereditaments,  of  wiiich  the  persons  aforedescribed, 
or  some  other  in  their  right,  and  to  their  use,  have  not  been  seized  or 
possessed  (or  were  intitled  to  be  seized  or  possessed  of,  or  to  have  or 
demand  as  aforesaid),  since  the  nineteenth  day  of  A\)vi\,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  at  or  after  the  time 
of  the  offence  committed. 

And.  ivhereas  it  is  necessary  that  some  mode  of  trial  should  be  insti- 
tuted whereby  to  determine  what  estates  are  forfeited  and  do  escheat 
by  force  of  this  act,  and  whereby  those  persons  who  may  be  accused 
of  offences  in  this  act  described  may  have  their  property  defended  in 
the  best  manner  that  their  situation  will  admit  of,  — 

t  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  attorney-general  of  this  state,  or  such  other  Attorney, 
pei'son  as  he  shall  especially  appoint  for  that  purpose,  may  and  shall  eshf^ft't'o  the 
exhibit  to  the  justices  of  any  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  for  any  justices  of 
county  within  this  state  wherein  such  estate  lies,  a  complaint  against  "/commo^n""* 
any  person  who  hath  offended  in  manner,  before,  in  this  act,  described,  picas  within 
and  who,  at  the  time  of  such  oifeuce  committed  (or  at  any  time,  where-  plaints  against* 
by  the  same  is  or  may  be  forfeitable,  according  to  this  act),  owned  or  ^escri'bed*' 
held  any  lands,  tenements  or  chattels-real,  whatsoever,  within  such 
county,  therein   setting  forth,  clearly  and  plainly,  the   offence   such 
person  is  charged  with,  and  a  full  and  true  description  of  the  estate 
in  such  complaint  demanded  as  forfeited  and  escheated ;  and  the  jus- 
tices of  the  same  court  shall  thereupon  continue  the  same  suit  to  the 

*§2.*  t5  8. 


970 


Province  Law  —  1778-79.  [Chap.  49.] 

[revolutionary    period  —  "  STATE."] 


An  atteated 
copy  to  be  left 
at  the  mansion- 
house,  or,  in 
case. 


No  person 
appearing,  tJlo 
c<iU8e  to  be 
continued, 
unless. 


Tlic  issue  to  be 
iri.il  by  a  jury. 


Proviso. 


The  question  in 
consequence  of 
forfeiture. 


ProviBO. 


then  next  court,  and  shall  order  then'  clerk  to  make  out  a  notification 
thereof,  containing  description  of  the  lands  and  tenements  alledged  to 
have  escheated,  and  to  be  forfeited,  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  cause  the 
sheriff  of  the  same  county,  his  undersheriff  or  deputy,  or  any  con- 
stable of  the  town  wherein  such  lands  or  tenements  lie,  to  leave  an 
attested  copy  thereof  at  the  mansion-house  on  the  premis[s]es  de- 
manded, or,  in  case  there  be  no  mansion-house  thereon,  to  post  up  the 
same  in  some  public  place  in  the  towns,  district  or  plantation  in  which 
such  lands  and  tenements  lie  ;  and  shall  also  cause  an  attested  copy  of 
such  notification  to  be  left,  as  aforesaid,  at  the  last  and  usual  place  of 
abode  of  the  person  charged,  if  any  he  had  within  this  state,  thirty 
days  at  least  before  the  sitting  of  the  court  to  which  the  same  suit 
shall  be  continued. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  if  no  person  shall  then  appear  to  take  upon  him 
the  defence  of  the  suit,  the  court  shall  further  continue  it  to  the  then 
next  court,  where  the  same  shall  be  tried,  unless  the  court  shall  then 
have  good  and  sufficient  cause  again  to  continue  the  same  suit ;  and, 
before  they  proceed  to  the  trial  of  the  same,  shall  cause  proclamation 
to  be  made  for  any  person  or  persons  who  have  claim  to  the  same 
estate,  in  such  complaint  mentioned,  described  and  demanded,  either 
in  their  own  right,  or  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  person  accused, 
or  of  any  person  whomsoever,  to  come  and  defend  the  same  suit ;  and 
such  court  shall  admit  as  a  part}^  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
appear  to  take  the  defence  of  the  same  upon  him  or  them,  as  aforesaid  : 
and  the  issue  shall  be  tried  by  a  jury,  in  the  known  and  ordinary  course 
of  law,  used  and  approved  in  this  state,  to  try  whether  such  estate 
demanded,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  forfeited,  and  ought  to  escheat,  by 
force  of  this  act ;  and  if  such  jiu-y  shall  return  their  verdict  that  they 
find  the  same  estate,  or  any  part  thereof,  forfeited  as  aforesaid,  the 
court  shall  proceed  to  give  judg[e]ment  thereon,  and  issue  a  writ  of 
habere  facias  possessionem  in  behalf  of  the  government  and  people, 
to  cause  them  to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  the  same. 
Provided^  nevertheless^  —  * 

*  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
[Sect.  6.]     That  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  the  judgment  of 
any  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  to  the  superior  court  of  judicature, 
court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  as  in  other  real  actions. 
And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  7.]     That  when  judgment  shall  be  given  by  the  superio[u]r 
court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  for  the 
forfeiture  of  the  estate  of  any  person  charged  as  aforesaid,  that  in 
all  prosecution  [s]  for  other  parts  of  such  person's  estate,  in  that  or  any 
other  county,  the  only  question  shall  be,  whether  the  premis[s]es  de- 
manded are  the  property  of  the  person   a  part  of  whose  estate  hath 
been  adjudged  forfeited, as  aforesaid ;  and  all  complaints,  pleas  and 
issues  slaall  be  regulated  accordingly  ;  and  no  evidence  of  such  adjudi- 
cation shall  be  allowed,  other  than  the  record  of  the  same,  or  an 
authenticated  copy  thereof. 
Provided,  cdivays,  — 

f  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  8.]     That  all  the  debts  justly  due  before  the  time  of  the 
offence  committed,  to  any  subject  of  the  said  United  States,  from  any 
of  the  persons  aforedescribed,  shall  be  payable  out  of  their  respective 
estates. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  bjj  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]     That  where  the  wife,  or  widow,  of  any  of  the  persons  The  wife,  or 
aforedescribed,  shall  have  remained  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  of  ^n'mieii  to  one- 
the   said  United   States,  and  in  part[s]   under  the  actual  authority  third  of  the 
thereof,    she    shall   be    entitled  to  the  improvement  and   income  of  her*hu^8band'B° 
one  third  part  of  her  husband's  real  and  personal  estate  (after  pay-  '^^'^te. 
mentof  debts),  during  her  life  and  continuance  within  the  said  United 
States  ;  and  her  dower  therein  shall  be  set  off  to  her,  by  the  judges  of  To  be  set  off  by 
probate  of  wills,  in  like  manner  as  it  might  have  been  if  her  husljaud  probate^^*' 
had  died,  intestate,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  state. 

*  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  Enacting  clause. 

[Sect.  10.]  That  if  any  person  whose  estate  shall  be  adjudged  to 
have  escheated  as  aforesaid,  and  who  shall  not  have  any  wife,  or 
widow,  entitled  to  any  part  thereof  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall 
have  within  this  state  any  relations  (collateral  kindred  excepted)  who 
may  not  be  of  sufficient  ability  to  support  themselves  without  some 
allowance  out  of  the  estate  of  such  person  to  whom  they  stand 
related, as  aforesaid,  that  the  judge  of  probate,  etc.,  who  shall  have 
the  right  of  appointing  agents  for  such  estate,  be  and  hereby  is 
authori[z][s]ed  and  directed  to  fix  a  competent  allowance,  from  time 
to  time,  for  the  comfortable  su))port  of  all  such  relations  as  are  afore- 
mentioned, having  respect  to  the  value  of  such  estates. 

t  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  full  operation  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  against  1776-77, chap. 32. 
treason  and  mispris[^']on  of  treason,  and  for  regulating  trials  in  such 
cases,  and  for  directing  the  mode  of  executing  judgments  against 
persons  attainted  of  felony,''  but  every  part  thereof  shall  be  and 
remain  in  as  full  force  and  effect  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made. 
\_Passed  May  1,J  1779. 


CHAPTER    50. 

AN  ACT  FOR  DIVIDING  AND  SETTING  OFF  THE  SOUTHERLY  PART  OF 
THE  FIRST  PRECINCT  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  CAMBRIDGE,  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  MIDDLESEX,  INTO  A  SEP[E]  [^]RATE  PRECINCT  BY  THE  NAME 
OF  THE  SOUTH  PRECINCT. 

Whereas,  for  the  greater  conveniency  of  attending  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God, and  the  promotion  of  the  Christian  religion,  it  is  thought 
necessary  to  divide  and  set  off  the  southerly  part  of  the  first  pre- 
cinct in  Cambridge  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  precinct, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  inhabitants  of  the  first  precinct  in  the  town  .^"""•'"'"i*'?,"' 

„•-,,         ■,•-,■,■•  ,  ,..,  „^,        1         -I-..  -ii         \^    ±^        the  South  Pre 

of  Cambridge,  livmg  on  the  south  side  of  Charles  River,  with  all  the  cinctinthe 
lands  in  said  town  laying  on  the  south  side  of  said  river,  be  and  here-  ^a^"ijrfdge. 
by  is  set  off  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  precinct,  as  the  river  runs,  by  the 
name  of  the  South  Precinct. 

*  §  6.  t  §  7.  X  Passed  April  30,  according  to  the  printed  act. 
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Samuel  Spar, 
hawk,  and 
others,  exempt- 
ed from  taxes 
in  tho  South 
I'reeinct  iinlil 
Ihcy  chooso 
which  precinct 
to  belong  to. 


T.TXOH  already 
auKesBed,  to  be 
paid. 


Jonathan 
Blown,  Esq.,  to 
call  tlie  lirst 
meeting. 


Expenses  of  the 
eoinmittee  to 
he  ));dd  by  the 
tirht  precinct. 


Provided^  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Samuel  Sparhawk,  John  Gardner,  Joanna  Gard- 
ner, Moses  Griggs,  and  their  present  estates,  shall  be  exempted  from 
all  ministerial  taxes  to  said  South  Precinct,  so  long  as  tliey  shall  live 
or  reside  within  the  same,  or  until[l]  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall 
give  their  names  into  the  secretary's  office  of  this  state,  desiring  that 
they,  with  their  estates,  may  be  considered  as  part  of  said  South  Pre- 
cinct ;  then  in  that  case  they,  with  their  estates,  shall  be  considered 
as  part  of  said  South  Precinct,  and  shall  do  duty  and  receive  privi- 
le[d]ges  accordingly. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  said  South  Precinct  shall  be  and  hereby  is 
invested  with  all  the  rights,  privile[d]ges  and  immunities  which,  by 
law,other  precincts  enjoy. 

And  he  H  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  all  monies  already  assessed  by  said  first  precinct, 
shall  be  collected,  paid  and  appropriated,  accordingly,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  said  first  precinct  liad  not  been  divided. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  Jonathan  Brown,  Esq[uire],  be  and  hereby  is 
[i]  [e]mpowered  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the 
said  South  Precinct,  requiring  hiin  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
thereof  to  meet  at  such  time,  and  place  in  said  precinct,  as  by  such 
warrant  shall  be  specified,  and  then  and  there  to  choose  such  officers 
as  may  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  precinct ;  and  the 
inhabitants  qualified  by  law  to  vote,  being  so  met,  shall  be  and  here- 
by are  [i][e]mpowered  to  choose  such  precinct  oflScers  accordingly. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  expences  of  the  committee  of  this  court,  ap- 
pointed to  view  the  aforesaid  premis[s]es,  shall  be  paid  by  the  first 
precinct  aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  charges  of  said 
precinct  were  paid  previous  to  the  division  made  by  this  act.  \_Passed 
May  I,  1779. 


Notes.  —  The  sessions  of  tlie  General  Court  this  year  were  held  at  Boston.  The  second 
session  was  held  after  a  prorogation  and  several  adjoiiniments.  The  third  and  fourth 
sessions  were  held  by  adjournment.  In  the  printed  resolves  the  date  of  the  beginning  of 
the  fourth  session  is  erroneously  given  as  Wednesday,  April  6th,  whereas  Wednesday  fell 
on  the  7tli,  whicli  corresponds  with  the  date  as  given  in  the  journals  of  both  branches. 

All  the  acts  of  this  year  were  printed  —  chapters  12  and  30  separately  ;  and  the  engross- 
ments of  all  are  preserved,  those  from  chapter  17  onward  (except  chapter  39,  part  of 
M'hich  is  missing)  being  on  parchment.  All  the  engrossed  bills  were  signed  by  fifteen  or 
more  of  the  Council. 

The  following  is  the  title  of  the  only  private  act  passed  this  year :  — 

"  An  Act  for  Naturalizing  Peter  Landais,  Esquire."—  \_Passed  October  15. 

Chap.  1.  On  the  thirtieth  of  January,  1766,  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wrentham,  Stoughton- 
ham  and  Waljjole  presented  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  "  Setting  forth  that  by  Reason 
of  their  distance  from  any  place  of  i)ublic  Avorsliip,  tlicy  have  erected  the  frame  of  a  Meet- 
ing House,  for  their  l)etter  Accommodation.  And  praying  that  they  may  be  erected  into 
a  seperate  town,  District,  or  Precinct,  according  to  certain  Bounds  mentioned,  iu  their  said 
Petition,  by  which  means  Seventy  three  Families,  will  be  so  accommodated,  as  that  only 
three  or  (our  of  them,  will  be  above  three  miles  distant  from  the  Centre,  where  the  s^ 
Frame  is  erected."  * 

On  this  petition,  which  has  not  been  found  in  tlie  state  archives,  an  order  of  notice  was 
issued  to  tlie  town  of  Stoughton,  and  the  other  places  above  mentioned,  retm-nable  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature. 

Tlie  town  of  \Vrentliam,  agrecal)ly  to  an  article  iu  tlie  warrant  for  the  March  meeting  of 
its  inhabitants,  voted,  at  tlie  meeting  held  Marcli  7,  1766,  "to  choose  a  committee  to 
espouse  the  town's  cause  with  respect  to  the  aforesaid  petition,"  and  Messrs.  Jabez  Fisher, 
Jeremiah  Day  and  Lemuel  Kollocli  were  chosen  for  that  pm-pose.  At  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing, on  the  if  th  of  March,  tho  town  passed  the  following  vote :  — 


*  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVI.,  p.  147. 
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"  Voted  that  tho  Com'pe  Chosen  to  make  answer  at  the  General  Coui't  on  the  Second 
Thm-sday  of  their  Next  Sessions,  to  the  Petiti  of  Samuel  Pettee  and  others  be  Directed  to 
observe  tho  following  directions  :  and  if  the  petitioners  will  Comply  to  the  following  pro- 
posals, not  to  make  any  answer  to  said  Petition.  Otherwise  to  give  the  following  Reasons 
together  with  such  others  as  may  appear  to  said  Com'fe  to  be  Pteasonable. — 

1st  that  said  petitioners  take  no  more  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  town  than  such  as  are 
Willing  to  go— 

2/  tliat  they  return  Such  Money  as  the  Town  have  Expended  on  said  tract  of  land  so 
petitioned  for  since  their  Annextion  to  this  Town — 

Sly    that  they  take  no  part  of  tho  Publick  Money  of  this  Town — 

i'y    that  they  take  the  poor  if  an}"-  their  be  that  Originated  on  said  tract  of  land — 

5'^  that  if  they  go  of  to  a  District  or  Parish  that  they  he  not  Called  of  this  Town— 

6',"  that  the  line  so  Petitioned  for  Come  not  two  near  the  Meeting  House  in  the  first 
Parish  ia  this  Town." —  Wrcntham  Town  Records,  vol.  IV. 

On  the  fifth  of  June,  following,  the  al)ove  petition,  together  with  the  answers  which  had 
been  received  thereto,  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  and  two  days  later,  upon  the 
report  of  this  committee  the  petition  was  dismissed. 

On  tlie  tenth  of  June,  1768,  another  petition,  was  presented  by  "  Samuel  Pettee  and 
others  inhabitants  of  Wrentham,  Stoughtonhain  and  Walpole,"  setting  forth,  "  That  by 
reason  of  tlieir  situation  they  are  put  to  great  difficulties  to  attend  the  public  Worship  in 
the  several  Towns  they  respectively  belong  to,  they  living  from  four  to  eight  miles  dis- 
tant. And  praying  tliat  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  separate  Town  or  District  by 
certain  metesand  bounds  in  said  Petition  mentioned;  and  that  as  all  the  Lands  within  the 
said  Bounds  were  originally  a  part  of  Dorcliester,  further  praying  that  they  may  have 
their  proportionable  part  of  the  public  monies  &  Lands  originally  belonging  to  the  said 
Town."  * 

Notice  upon  this  petition,  the  original  of  which  has  not  been  found,  was  ordered  to  be 
served  upon  the  places  named,  returnable  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session 
of  the  Assembly. 

Before  this  application  was  made  to  the  General  Coiu't,  William  Hewes  and  others  had 
requested  of  the  town  to  be  set  oil' "  according  to  their  former  petition  (exclusive  of  the  money 
they  then  asked  for)  as  a  township,  district  or  precinct,  or  to  join  with  them  in  sending  for 
a  coiu-t's  committee  to  settle  the  affair  as  they  shall  see  fit,"  and  the  town  at  an  adjourned 
annual  meeting  held  March  8,  176S,  passed  the  following  vote,  an  article  upon  the  subject 
having  been  inserted  in  the  warrant :  — 

"  the  I'etition  of  William  Hews  &  others  being  again  brought  under  Consideration — 

Voted  that  a  Com'^e  of  five  men  be  Chosen,  to  Consider  the  prayer  of  the  petition- 
ers &c  — 

for  the  Com'fc  w-ere  Chosen,  Capt  Simon  Slocom,  M;;  Sam'j  Lethbridge,  M'  Ezra 
Blake,  M^  Asa  Whiting     Lev^  John  Hancock—  "  '  • 

then  tlie  Meeting  was  adjourned  for  half  an  hour :  &  then  met  again  &  Voted  that  Cap^ 
Simon  Slocom  &  others  a  Com'ee  Chosen  to  wait  upon  William  Hews  &  others,  who  pray 
the  Town  to  set  them  of  as  a  Township  District  or  Precinct,  &  Consider  the  prayer  of  their 
petition,  Vew  the  Bounds  prayed  for,  &  desire  the  Petitioners  to  Asceartainthe  S.ame, 
Vew  tlie  lands  affeted  liy  said  Bounds,  make  Such  proposals  to  the  petitioners  Respecting 
said  Bounds,  or  any  other  matter  or  things  that  may  Afl'ect  the  Town  iu  that  Case,  &  also 
hear  any  proposals  made  by  the  petitioners  Relating  to  the  premises,  &  make  report  to 
the  Town  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  May  Next  for  the  Towns  Acceptance."  —  Ibid. 

At  the  time  appointed  the  inhabitants  reassembled  and  the  committee  chosen  as  above 
made  to  them  the  following  report :  — 

"  To  the  inhaljitants  of  the  Town  of  Wrentham  Assembled  in  town  IMeeting  this  Six- 
teenth day  of  May  1768 

Pursuant  to  j'our  Votes  of  the  8^}^  day  of  March  1768.  whereby  your  were  jjleased  tu 
make  Choice  of  us  the  Subscribers  to  take  under  Consideration  tlie  I'etition  of  William 
Hews  &  others,  to  Vew  the  Bounds  prayed  for  &  to  desire  the  petitioners  to  Asceartaiuihc 
Same,  Vew  the  lands  Aftected  by  Said  Bounds,  &  to  make  Such  proposals  to  the  petitioners 
Respecting  said  Bounds,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing  that  may  Atfect  the  Town  in  that 
Case,  also  hear  any  proposals  made  by  the  petitioners  Relating  to  the  premises,  &  make 
report  to  the  Town  at  the  Annual  meeting  iu  May  next,  for  the  Towns  Acceptance — 

We  have  accordingly  attended  Said  Service,  &  on  the  first  monday  in  April  met  with  the 
petitioners  on  the  lands  prayed  for,  Vewed  the  Bounds  prayed  for,  &  after  taking  the 
affair  under  Consideration  Informed  the  petitioners  who  were  present  by  their  Com'fe  that 
we  Could  not  by  any  means,  report  to  the  Town  in  favour  of  the  Bounds  prayed' for,  & 
that  Ijecause  we  thought  it  Came  too  near  the  Meeting  liouse  in  the  first  Precinct  in  this 
Town,  for  as  it  appears  to  us  by  the  plans  that  from  the  Meeting  House  in  Wrentham  first 
Precinct  to  flints  Corner  one  of  the  Bounds  prayed  for,  is  but  one  mile  &  an  half,  but 
from  flints.  Corner  to  dark  Swamp  Meeting  House  is  two  miles  &  forty  Rods,  Whereupon 
Agreable  to  our  Instructions  wo  proposed  to  the  petitioners  a  line  which  we  thought  might 
be  more  Agreable  provided  the  Town  Should  think  proper  to  Set  them  of.  Viz,  from  Attle- 
borough  Corner  a  Strait  line  to  Walpole  Corner  Wliich  is  East  of  flints  Corner  half  a 
mile  &  twelve  rods  which  makes  it  two  miles  &  twelve  rods  from  Wrcntham  Meeting 
House  to  the  new  proposed  line,  &  from  dark  Sw-amp  JMceting  House  one  mile  &  an  half 
&  twenty  eight  rods — then  the  petitioners  objicted  against  this  new  proposed  line  because  it 
took  mens  "Ha])itations  on  one  Side  &  left  part  of  their  farms  on  the  other  Side  which 
would  make  Difficulties  in  time  to  Come  to  Solve  which  this  proposal  was  made  Viz  that 

*  Council  Records,  vol.  XXVII.,  p.  343. 
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if  the  line  Should  ran  thro  any  persons  home  farm  that  the  whole  Should  do  duty  on 
that  side  the  line  on  which  the  mans  Habitation  fell,  which  was  left  with  the  Petitioners 
for  their  Consideration,  but  on  the  tweluth  Instant  the  Tetitioners  Desired  a  Meeting,  which 
we  Attended  &  then  Informed  us  that  they  Could  not  Consent  to  our  Proposed  line  but 
Propose  then  to  run  fi-om  Attleborough  Corner  to  the  Croched  Oak  Standing  by  the  Side 
of  the  way  that  leads  by  Thomas  Mans  to  Stoughton  &  from  said  Oak  to  Walpole 
Comer— 

Which  line  as  appears  by  the  Plan  is  Eighty  Eight  rods  east  of  flints  Corner  &  one  mile 
&  thi'ee  Quarters  &  eight  rods  from  Wrentham  Meeting  House,  &  from  dark  Swamp  one 
mile  &  three  Quarters  &  Thirty  two  rods— 

and  upon  the  whole  we  are  humbly  of  the  Opinion  that  the  Petitioners  ought  to  be 
Incoraiged  in  their  Indevours  to  Settle  the  gospel  among  them.  &  that  the  Town  Signify 
their  Willingness  that  tlae  Petitioners  be  Set  of  into  a  Seperate  District  by  Either  of  the 
lines  mensboned  that  the  Towns  Shall  think  best,  But  are  humbly  of  the  Opinion  that  the 
line  to  run  Strato  from  Attleborough  Corner  to  Walpole  Corner  is  most  Equal  &  just  &  if 
the  Town  Shall  think  proper  to  Set  the  petitioners  of  as  a  Seperate  District,  that  they  take 
Ithamu'  Hills  as  their  part  of  the  poor  of  the  Town — 

All  of  which  is  Humbly  Submited 

to  the  Town  by  us  Simon  Slocomb  Ezra  Blake 

SamI'I-  Lethbridge  John  Hancock 

Asa  Whiting."  —  Ibid. 

Upon  this  report  the  following  vote  was  passed :  — 

"  Proposed  to  the  Town,  to  Set  of  William  Hews  &  others  whose  petition  has  been  read 
to  the  Town,  by  Some  line  which  the  Town  Shall  hereafter  discribe,  that  they  may  be 
incorperated,  Together  Avith  others  that  may  join  with  them,  into  a  Township  or  District  & 
the  Vote  passed  in  the  Affirmative."  —  Ibid. 

After  an  adjournment  for  half  an  hour  the  voters  reassembled,  some  debate  ensued,  and 
the  following  vote  was  passed :  — 

"  Voted  that  William  Hews  &  others  praying  that  they  maybe  Set  of  from  this  Town  to 
join  with  a  Numl)er  of  Inhabitants  of  other  Towns,  to  be  Incorporated  into  a  Township  or 
District  I)e  accordingly  Set  of  for  that  purpose,  by  the  following  line.  Viz — Begining  at 
the  Northeast  Corner  of  Attleborough  thence  a  Strait  line  to  a  Croached  Black  oak  Stand- 
ing on  Dochester  old  line,  by  a  Corner  of  M£  Brastows  fence  thence  to  Walpole  Corner  or 
Dedham  Hock  So  Called,  &  provided  this  line  Shall  divide  or  Cut  any  mans  lands,  that 
those  lands  Shall  be  held  to  do  duty  on  that  Side  the  line  that  the  propriator  Dwells,  and 
Said  new  proposed  Township  be  held  to  maintain  Ithamir  Hills  who  is  a  neady  poor 
person 

further  it  is  Voted  that  if  they  be  Set  of  as  a  Township  or  a  district,  tbat  they  be  not 
Annexed  to  nor  Called  of  this  Town."  —  Ibid. 

For  some  reason  not  discovered  in  the  records,  no  further  proceedings  in  this  business 
seem  to  have  taken  place  until  April  6,  1771,  wben  it  appears  that  "  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Pettee  and  others  "  was  revived  in  the  House  and  a  new  notice  thereon,  and  on  the  petitions 
of  Eleazer  Kobbins  and  others,  and  William  Paine  and  others,  was  ordered  to  be  served 
upon  the  parties  adversely  interested,  returnable  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next 
session.  At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wrentham,  duly  warned,  and  held  May  20th, 
Mr.  Jabez  Fisher  was  empowered,  as  agent  of  the  town,  "  to  give  reasons  before  the  Gen- 
eral Court  why  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Samuel  Pettee  and  others  should  not  be 
granted,  except  the  petitioners  comply  with  the  conditions  on  which  the  town  voted  them 
off." 

On  the  fifth  of  June,  1771,  the  above  petition,  and  the  answers  thereto,  were  read  and 
referred  to  a  joint  committee,  upon  whose  report,  the  next  day,  this  petition,  also,  was 
dismissed. 

In  the  May  session  of  1773,  the  subject  was  again  brought  before  the  Assembly,  by  the 
following  petition :  — 

"  Province  of  the     )     ^^  ^^^  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq'  Captain  General 

■iuni!ca,^>.,ioDff=  t!q,t  f     ^^^  Govcruour  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majestys  Province  of  the 

iviassacnuseiis  uay  j  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New-England  to  the  Honbie  bis  Majes- 
ties Council  and  house  of  Representatives  in  General  Court 
Assembled  in  their  session  in  May  26  AD  1773 

The  Petition  of  a  Number  of  Inliabitants  of  Wrentham,  Walpole,  Stoughton  & 
Stoughtonham  most  humbly  shews.  That  your  Petitioners  together  with  then" families 
have"  long  Laboured  under  many  cSc  Great  Difficulties  and  hardships  in  attending  tlie 
Pu))lick  worship  of  GoD  in  the  Picspective  Towns  &  parishes  to  which  we  llespectively 
belong,  That  we  have  twice  petitioned  the  General  Court  heretofore  for  relief,  but  have 
failed  of  success,  not  for  want  of  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  &  Honours  to  our 
request,  or  the  Candour  of  y"  several  Towns  to  which  we  belong  Especially  the  Towu  of 
Wrentham  who  have  Ijy  their  vote  shewn  their  willingness  That  such  of  our  Number  as 
belong  to  that  Town  should  be  set  of  with  others  into  a  Seperate  Township  or  District,  but 
we  apprehend  our  ill  success  is  owing  to  y"  opposition  of  persons  living  within  tlie  limit* 
that  we  are  De.'^irous  should  be  Made  a  Township  which  we  Greatly  regret,  &  hope  that 
upon  fiuther  Consideration  they  will  be  willing  to  Join  us,  or  at  least  Cease  any  further 
opposition  to  our  Desires,  and  in  strong  hopes  of  success  we  once  more  address  your  Ex- 
cellency &  honours  and  Humbly  lle(ptebt  that  you  would  be  pleas'd  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  Come  (at  our  Cost  &  charge)  and  view  our  scituatioxi  and  Cu'cumstances,  &  hear 
all  the  parties  Concern'd  &  set  off  yoiu-  petitioners  into  a  Distinct  Township  or  District 
with  the  following  Bounds  viz  Begining  at  the  Northeast  Corner  of  Attleborough  Thence 
Northward!}^  by  a  strait  Line  to  a  Crotched  Black  oak  Tree  standing  in  Docliester  old 
Line  by  the  road  leading  from  Wrentham  to  Stoughtonham  Thence  Northeasterly  upon 
Dochester  old  line  to  Walpole  Line  or  Dedham  Rocks  So  called  (This  being  y<=  Line  agreed 
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upon  by  y°  Town  of  Wrentham  and  your  peti^s)  and  from  Dedliam  Rock  the  same  Course 
Extending  so  far  ))y  Dochester  old  line  as  to  include  y"^'  farm  of  the  Honbie  Isaac  Royal 
Esq''  and  from  the  East  Corner  of  said  farm  a  strait  Line  to  where  the  Brook  Crosses  y« 
road  near  the  Dwelling  House  formally  Belonging  to  Cap'  Elkanah  Billing  and  from  said 
BilliuL's's  Brook  a  strait  line  to  a  Dam  made  over  Ceder  swamp  Brook  (so  Called)  from 
thence  to  the  parrallel  line  which  is  between  M'  Ilezekiah  Gays  and  Eliphelet  Roger  which 
is  the  Northeastward  Bounds  of  the  44:ti>  Lott  upon  said  parrallel  Line  over  Cow  hill  to 
the  Colony  Line  and  by  the  Colony  Line  to  Attleborough  Corner  first  mentioned  which 
Bounds  include  about  Eighty  families  who  mostly  live  within  three  miles  of  y"  Centre  of 
y  Bounds  above  Discrilicd  where  is  Erected  a  meeting  House  Large  Enough  for  a  Large 
parish  the  out  side  well  finish'd  Excepting  Glazing  all  which  was  done  l)y  subscription  by 
a  number  of  your  petitioners  who  hereby  promise  to  Give  s^  House  &  four  acres  of  Land 
round  the  same  to  y^'  Inhabitants  of  the  new  proposed  Parish  free  of  Cost  provided  the 
prayer  of  this  petition  be  granted,  or  grant  to  your  petitioners  any  other  Bounds  or  priv- 
ileges under  Any  Restrictions  Exemptions  &c"as  your  Excellency  and  Honom'S  shall  see 
Meet,  and  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Ever  pray. 


William  Hewes 
SAMti-  Billing 
Eli  Wood 
Levi  Wood 

Samuel  Billing  Juneu 
Swift  Patson 
William  Partridge 
Amos  Morse 
Adam  Morse 
James  Plimpton 
Simon  Morse 
TiM°  Stevens 
Samell  Pierce* 
Stephen  Pettee 
William  Pettee 
Jedidiah  Morse  ink 
Jedidiah  Morse 

THOMAS   pettee 

James  Perrego 
Nathan  Smith 
Melatiah  Vane 


JosiAH  Peart 
Nathaniel  Clarke 
Joseph  Rhodes 
Joseph  Rhodes  Jnk 

JOSIAH   PiOBBINS 

Jacob  Cook 
SoLo.MON  Morse 
Solomon  Morse  Juk 
John  Sumner 
Jacob  Leonard 
JoH^f  Paine 
David  Paine 
Thomas  Richardson 
Edward  Paine 
Spencer  hodges 
James  Paine 
Jacob  Pane 
Asa  Morse  first 
William  Clark 
Nathan  Clark  Juner 
John  Comee 
Zephah  Wood 


Asa  Morse  2^ 
Seth  Robbinson 
Daniel  Robbinson 
Josiah  Morse 
Lemuel  Paine 
Joseph  Paine 
Joseph  Comee 
John  Riciiordson 
Job  Willis 
Samuel  Forrist 

TURIL   GiLLMORE 

Samuel  Baker 
Josiah  Vinel 
Nehejiiah  Carpenter 
Jeremiah  Hartshorn 
Moses  Morse 
Richard  Stratton 
Jacob  Shepard 
Joseph  Shepard  Jun^ 
Steuen  Cook 
franses  danels 
Joseph  Hewes." — Mass. 


Benjamin  Pettee 
Archives,  vol.  14,  p.  702. 

On  the  eleventh  of  June,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Spooner,  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  Rawson  and  Thayer,  of  the  House,  was  appointed  "  to  view  the  premises  peti- 
tioned for,  at  the  cost  and  charge  of  the  petitioners,  after  notifying  all  parties  interested  to 
be  present,  if  they  see  cause,  and  fully  to  hear  them  and  report  to  the  Court  what  may  he 
l)roper  to  l^e  done  thereon."  This  committee  reported,  Feb.  11,  1774,  "  their  opinion,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far  granted  that  the  lands  included  in  the  said  petition, 
with  the  inhabitants  thei'eon,  be  incorporated  into  a  separate  townsliip,  with  certain  reser- 
vations mentioned  in  said  report."  This  report,  the  original  of  Avhich  seems  to  have  been 
lost  from  the  files,  was  read  and  accepted  in  the  Council  who  voted  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Ijill  accordingly.  The  House  nonconcurred  in  this  vote,  and 
ordered  the  report  to  be  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  to  take  it  "  under  consideration, 
together  with  the  petition  of  Josiah  Hodges  and  others,  and  report."  The  Council  con- 
curred in  this  order.  To  this  joint  committee  was  also  referred,  on  the  17th,  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Everett  and  others,  "praying  that  they  may  not  be  included  in  the  district 
or  town  petitioned  to  be  erected."  The  last  two  petitions  have  not  been  found  in  the 
archives. 

The  next  movement  for  the  passage  of  this  act  that  has  been  discovered,  was  the  revival 
of  the  petition  of  1773,  which  was  "done  by  vote  of  the  House,  Feb.  5,  1778 ;  and  a  joint 
committee  was  thereupon  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Holten,  of  the  Council,  and 
Kimball  and  Singletary,  of  the  House,"  to  inquire  into  the  subject  matter  thereof,  and 
report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon.  On  the  seventh,  this  committee  reported,  "  as 
their  opinion,  that  the  further  consideration  of  said  petition  be  referred  to  tLc  second 
Tuesda}'  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court " ;  which  was  done,  on  the  same  day,  by  a 
concurrent  resolve. 

In  the  mean  time  the  inhabitants  of  Wrentham  met  (March  9th),  and  voted  that  their 
representative  "  be  instructed  to  move  in  the  General  Court  that  this  town  be  notified 
before  that  the  jietition  of  William  Hewes  and  others  praying  to  be  set  off  from  this  town 
as  a  township,  district  or  precinct,  be  any  further  passed  upon." 

The  next  record  of  proceedings  relative  to  setting  ott'  the  petitioners  is  the  following  from 
the  minutes  of  the  Council :  —  " 

"  Apr.  14,  1778.  Ordereil— That  Daniel  Hopkins  Esq  with  such  as  the  Hon'ble  House 
shall  joiu  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  Petition  of  a  Numl)er  of  y«  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Stoughton  and  the  Papers  accompanying  the  same,  hear  the  Parties  who  are  now 
attending  &  report  what  is  best  to  be  done  thereon  Sent  down  for  Concurrence  came  up 
Concurred  with  an  amendment  at  A  &  Colo  Peck,  &  Capt.  Kimbal  are  joined 
*  *  *  *  *    "  *  « 

The  Vote  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Town  of  Wrentham  in  Town  meeting  assembled 


*  The  name  is  doubtful. 
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read  &  Committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  of 
Stoughton  with  the  Papers  accompanying  the  same.  Sent  down  for  Concurrence  came  up 
Concurred  with  an  amendment  at  A  read  &  Concurred."  — "  General  Court  minute 
book." 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  House  changed  the  foimer  of  the  above  votes  so  as  Xo 
include,  in  the  reference  to  the  committee  thus  ai)pointed,  a  petition  "from a  number  of 
inhabitants  of  Wrentham,  AValpole,  Stoughton  and  Stoughtonham." 

This  committee  reported  to  the  Council^  "  That  a  committee  should  be  appointed  by  this 
coiu't  to  repair,  at  the  expense  of  the  petitioners,  to  the  premises,  hear  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned, and  report  to  the  next  General  Court,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  their  next 
session,  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  said  incorporation;  and  that  the  said  petition- 
ers serve  all  the  towns  and  parties  concerned,  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  May  next;  and  that  the  petition  of  Eleazer  liobbins  and  others,  praying  that 
they  may  be  incorporated  with  the  town  of  Mansfield,  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Court,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  their  next  session."  This  report  the 
Council  refused  to  accept ;  but  ordered  that  the  petitioners  "  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  "  in  their  petition.  In  this  the  House  concurred,  and  accord- 
ingly, a  bill,  with  the  title  of  this  act,  was  brought  down  from  the  Council,  to  the  House, 
April  27th,  with  a  memorandum  endorsed  thereon,  that  it  had  been  passed  to  be  engrossed. 
After  giving  this  bill  two  readings,  the  House  ordered  it  to  be  "  referred  for  consideration 
to  the  nextsession  of  the  General  Court." 

On  the  third  of  June,  1778,  the  bill  was  "read  a  first  time,"  in  the  lower  branch  of  the 
new  Assembly,  and,  on  the  next  day,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. On  the  fifth,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  con- 
currence, and,  on  the  tenth,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

On  tlie  5th  of  September,  1778,  a  warrant  was  issued  for  a  town  meeting  to  be  held  in 
Wrentham,  on  the  21st,  to  choose  committees  for  the  following  among  other  purposes : 
under  article  6,  to  settle  with  Foxborough  the  proportion,  for  which  each  town  should  be 
responsible,  of  the  men  hu'cd  or  to  be  hired  into  tlie  Continental  service,  and  tlie  cost  of 
their  families ;  under  article  7,  to  ascertain  what  was  due  to  the  town  of  Foxborough  on 
account  of  what  was  paid  by  the  west  precinct  of  Wrentham  towards  building  a  meeting- 
house, by  their  vote  of  March,  1764,  and  to  repay  the  money ;  under  article  14,  to  rim  the 
line  l)etvveen  the  two  towns,  in  conjunction  with  tlie  selectmen  or  others  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  town  of  Foxborough.  The  following  votes  were  passed  at  the  meeting 
so  called ;  and  at  an  adjournment  thereof,  on  the  29th,  the  consideration  of  article  14,  was 
dismissed :  — 

"  Voted  that  Ml  Bejamin  Day  Capt,  Oliver  Pond  &  Capt.  SamU  Fisher  be  a  Com'ee  to 
Settle  with  the  town  of  Foxborough  what  shall  be  their  proportion  of  the  men  that  has  or 
Shall  be  hired  \>y  this  town  to  goe  into  the  Continental  Service  for  three  years  or  during  tlier 
war,  and  what  Shall  be  their  proportion  of  the  Cost  of  the  families  of  those  men  who  went 
into  the  Continental  Service  for  the  town  of  Wrentham — 

Voted  that  Dea"  Thomas  Mann  Mj  Benjamin  Day  &  Cap',  -Samuel  Fisher  be  a  Com'ee 
to  assertain  the  sums,  that  is  become  due  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Foxborough  on 
account  of  what  they  paid  towards  building  the  meeting  house  in  this  town,  according  to 
a  Vote  of  the  first  Precinct  in  Wrentham  passed  at  their  meeting  on  the  frwelveth  day  oi 
March  17C4." —  Wrentliam  Tmoii  Records,  vol.  IV. 

At  a  town  meeting  warned  February  6th,  and  held  March  1,  1779,  the  following  report 
was  read  and  accepted :  — 

"  Pm'suant  to  the  5'Ji  Article  the  Comti"  reported  as  follows  Viz.    We  the  Subscribers 

being  appointed  a  Comli«  by  the  town  of  Wrentham  at  a  meeting  on  the  21st  of  September 

1778  To  Assertain  the  sums  which  are  become  due  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Foxborough 

on  account  of  what  they  paid  towards  building  tlie  meeting  house  in  this  town  according 

to  a  Vote  of  the  first  Precinct  in  Wrentham  passed  at  their  meeting  on  the  twelvth  day  of 

March  1764  and  we  find  due  to  the  Several  persons  hereafter  menshoned  the  sum  set 

against  their  particular  names — 

Francis  Daniels         .        ^£1  :    5  :    3  :  3    Stephen  Pettee  .        .        .0:2:7:1 

Joseph  Everet    .        .        .  4  :  18  :    2  :  3    James  Perigo     .        .        .0:3:1:3 

John  Everet       .        .        .  1  :  15  :    0  :  0    John  Shepard    .        .        .3:6:3:0 

William  Hews  heirs  .        .  4  :  13  :    7:3    Doct  Time:  Stephens  heu'S  0  :  17  :    0:1 

Josiah  Man        .        .        .  1  :  15  :    5  :  3    Melatiah  Ware  .        .        .  0  :  18  :    9  :  1 

Samuel  Pettee    .        .        .  1  :  18  :    6  :  2    Jedediah  Morse         .        .0:3:1:3 

Benjamin  Pettee        .        .  1  :  17  :    2  :  2    Swift  Payson     .        .        .0:3:1:0 

William  Pettee  .        .        .1:3:6:1 

Total  .        .        .      £26  :    0  :  10  :-3 
Wrentham  Thomas  Man      ^ 

Feb :  9.  1779  Samuel  Fisher  ^  Com^e."  —  Ibid. 

Benjamin  Day  ) 

Chap.  2.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  brought  in  to  the  House,  on  leave,  by  Col.  Pope, 
June  8th,  and  three  days  later  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  3.  The  grant  of  the  township  of  Pearsontown  (now  Standish,  Maine)  was  made 
to  the  petitioners  as  a  rewai-d  for  services  in  the  expedition  against  Louisbourg,  and  is  as 
follows :  — 

"Apr.  20,  1750.  In  the  House  of  Represenfes  Voted  that' a  Township  of  the  Contents 
of  Six  Miles  square  on  the  northwest  Side  of  the  I^ine  from  Sabago  Pond  to  the  Head  of 
Berwick  against  Gorham  Town  &  Number  One,  be,  &  hereby  is  granted  to  Cap'.  Hum- 
phry Hobbs  &  Company,  &  to  Cap',  Moses  Pierson  &  Company,  &  those  who  have  signed 
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liis  Petition,  Provided  that  tbey  take  Associates  of  the  Cape  Breton  Soldiers,  so  called,  not 
excluding  the  llepresentvps  of  such  as  are  dead,  so  as  to  make  the  whole  Number  of 
(irautees,  One  hundred  &  twenty;  Sixty  of  wcii  to  Settle  in  distinct  Families  on  said 
Township  within  three  Years  frojn  this  Time,'&  Sixty  more  within  Seven  Years  of  the 
same  Time,  each  Settler  or  Grantee  to  give  Bond  to  the  Treasm-er  of  this  Province  for  the 
Time  being,  within  twelve  Months  of  this  Time,  in  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Pounds,  condi- 
tioned that  he  will  (if  of  the  first  Settlers)  by  himself,  or  some  others  Person  build  an 
House  ou  his  Share  eighteen  feet  long,  Sixteen  wide,  &  seven  feet  Stud,  bring  to,  &  fit  for 
l)l()wing  or  pasturing  five  Acres  of  Land  within  three  Years  from  this  Date;  And  if  (of 
tbe  second  Settlers)  to  perform  the  same  Conditions  within  seven  Years  of  the  same  Time, 
iS:  cause  a  suitahle  Meeting  House  for  the  publick  Worship  of  God  to  be  l)uilt  in  the  Town- 
sLip,  &  a  learned  orthodox  Minister  of  good  Conversation  to  be  settled  among  them 
wilhin  five  Years :  The  whole  Township  to  be  in  One  hundred  &  twenty  three  equal 
Shares ;  One  for  the  Ministry,  one  for  the  School,  &  one  for  the  first  Settled  Minister;  The 
rest  in  equal  Shai-es  among  the  Grantees :  And  in  Case  any  Proprietor  sLould  fail  of  per- 
forming his  part  of  the  Condition,  to  be  expressed  in  his  Bond  aforesaid;  The  Treasurer 
of  tlie  Province  for  the  Time  being,  shall  &  he  is  hereby  impowered  &  directed  in  his  own 
Name,  for  the  Use  &  by  Order  of  the  Governm'.  to  put  such  Delinquents  Bond  in  Suit; 
And  the  Share  of  such  Delinquent  Proprietor  is  hereby  Declared  &  made  liable  to  an  Ex- 
tent of  Execution  for  the  Satisfaction  of  any  Sum  that  may  ))e  l>y  said  Treasurer  recov- 
ered on  the  Settler  aforesaid,  where  other  Estate  is  not  to  befound ;  Any  Conveyance  of 
such  delinquent  Proprietor's  Share  to  any  other  person  or  persons  that  may  have  been 
then  made  notwithstanding :  The  said  Township  to  be  laid  out  in  as  regular  Fomi  &  with 
as  little  prejudice  to  the  other  Province  Land  as  may  be,  a  Plan  thereof  to  be  taken  by 
a  Skilful!  Surveyor  &  Chainmen  on  Oath,  &  returned  to  this  Court  within  twelve  Months 
for  Confirmation ;  And  that  Jabez  Fox,  Ezekiel  Gushing  &  Enoch  Freeman  Esq"  be  a 
Committee  to  take  the  said  Bonds  &  transmit  them  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Province: 
The  Charge  thereof  to  be  born  by  the  Petitioners. 

In  Council ;  Read  and  Coucur'd —  Consented  to  by  the  Lieu*.  Govern^.  "  —  Council 
Records,  vol.  XIX.,  p.  188. 

Although  the  actual  settlement  of  the  place  is  said  to  have  begun  in  1760,  the  proprietors 
commenced  levying  assessments  for  public  charges  as  early  as  Jime,  1752.  A  fort  eighty 
feet  square,  with  two  flankers  measuring,  respectively,  thirty  feet  square  and  fom-teen"feet 
square,  was  completed  by  them  in  May,  1754,  at  their  expense,  and  in  this  fort,  for  several 
years,  a  garrison  of  eight  men  was  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietors. 

Fiom  IIQH  to  1768,  assessments  were  voted  by  the  proprietors,  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing a  meeting-house  and  for  paying  the  Rev.  Edward  Russell  and  the  Rev.  Timothy 
lU'own,  for  preaching  to  the  inhabitants.  In  October,  1768,  the  Rev.  JohnTompson  began 
his  ministry  at  Pearsontown.  He  accepted  a  call  upon  the  vote  of  the  proprietors  offer- 
ing, besides  other  grants  of  land  and  money,  a  salary  of  .£'80  per  annum  "from  the  time 
he  shall  be  settled  a  Congregational  minister  there  "  tuitil  "  there  shall  be  fifty  families 
there  " 

The  following  voluntary  agreement  was  also  signed  by  inhabitants  of  the  township, 
towards  the  same  object :  — 

"  Pearsontown  Septr    26.  1768 

Wee  the  Subscribors  Inhabitents  of  s<i  Pearsontown  do  hereby  Severally  Oblige  our 
Selves  to  pay  or  Cause  to  be  paid  to  Mr  Ephraim  Jones  Treasm-er  of  y«  Proprietors  of 
S<J  Township  or  his  Successors  in  Said  olfice  the  Respective  Sums  assigned  to  our  names 
toward  the  Salary  of  Mr  John  Tompson  Should  he  Settle  there  in  the  Ministry 

N.  B:  the  payment  made  by  us  the  Subscribors  is  as  follows:  viz  — one  half  in  our 
Labour,  one  quarter  in  Provitions,  the  Rest  in  marchant.  Lumber;  this  to  Continue  dur- 
ing our  abode  in  Said  Town  untill  the  Town  Should  be  Incorporated  ■ 


Ebenezeu  Shaw  . 

.  £1    5 

0 

Jonathan  Philbrick  20/ 

£1    0 

0 

JOSIAH  SlIAW  20/ 

.     1    0 

0 

John  Ater .        .        .        . 

-  15 

George  Fkeeman 

.     1  10 

- 

Michal  Philbrick    . 

-  10 

_ 

John  Pircb  Juk  . 

.     -  10 

0 

Shargant  Shaw 

-  15 

_ 

Daniel  Cram 

.     1    0 

0 

Jonathan  Sanborn  . 

-    6 

8 

John  Wood  . 

.     1    - 

- 

David  Sanborn  . 

-    5 

0 

John  Meservt    . 

.     1    - 

- 

Daniel  Sanborn 

1    6 

0 

John  Partrage  . 

.     -  10 

0 

Peter  Moulton 

-  10 

0 

Ruben  Freeman  . 

.     1    - 

_ 

John  Pirce 

-  10 

0 

Clement  Meservy  Ju^ 

.     1    - 

- 

James  Moody     . 

-  15 

0 

Bartholeme  Thorn  . 

.    -  15 

0 

John  York 

1    6 

0 

TiMOTHET  Crocker    . 

.     1    - 

- 

Moses  Lowell  . 

-    6 

Jonathan  Beanb 

.    -  10 

_ 

ISRAIL  ThORNE    . 

1    0 

0 

— 

John  Hall 

1    0 

0 

12    0 

- 

10    2 

8 

12    0 

0 

£22    2    8 
Attest.    Ephm  Jones  Propri" :  Treas'  ."— 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  181,^.  311.  '  ~ 

Before  the  last  of  April,  1776,  fifty  famiUes  were  actually  settled  in  the  township,  aa 
shown  by  the  following  list :  — 

"The  following  is  a  list  of  such  Inhabitants  as  were  settled  at  Pearsontown  before  the 
Town  of  Falmouth  was  burnt  in  October  1775.  viz  — 


978 


PROVINCE  Laws.  —  1778-79.  [Notes.] 

[kEVOLUTIONAUV    rKUIOD  —  "  STATE."] 


1   Ephraim  Jones. 

2.  Ebenezer  Shaw 

3.  John  Dean 

4.  Jona  Philbrook 
5   Josiah  Shaw 

6.  James  Moody 

7  Daniel  Cram 

8  Bartholomew  Thorn 
George  Freeman 
John  Wood 
Lydia  York 
Abraham  York 
Israel  Thorn 
Richard  Hind 
John  Sanborn 
John  Pierce 
John  Pierce  Jun^ 
John  Mcgill 
Dominions  Mitchell 
John  Cookson 
Reuben  Cookson 
John  Strout 
John  York 
Jonathan  Bean 


25 

26 

27 
28 


Jona  Bean  Juny 
Ephrnim  Howe 
Jo'-iiih  Hoan 
Daaiol  Hasty 


49 
50 
51 
J2 


Sergeant  Shaw 
Peter  Moulton 
Peter  Moulton  Junr 
John  Ayres 


30  David  Richardson 

31  Moses  Richardson 

32  Will"'  lliill  &  Mother 
33.  EphmBatchclor 

34    Caleb  Rowe 

Michael  Philbrook 
Eben";  Shaw  Junr 
Edmund  Fogg 
David  Sanljorn 
Christopher  Noble 
Philip  Campbell 
Daniel  Harmon 
Jona  Sanborn 
John  Hall 
John  Decker 
Stephen  Sanborn 
Moses  Lowell 
Joseph  Butterflcld 
Daniel  Sanborn 


35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 


Families  settled  there  since 
53.    Beiija  Mussey 
5i    Jabez  Dow 
55    Thomas  Bradbury 
56.    Seth  Hinkley 


2  deducted  I  James    llast> 
—  I  has  a  good  I-'arni 

55  in  all        I  there,    tlio    not 

I  married — 
Besides  several  young   men 
who  have  l)egun  to  clear  ^• 
fence  tlieir   lands    &    will 
soon  have  houses  &^  viz 
Tho9  Thompson 
Peter  Sanborn 
David  Sanborn  Jun^ 
Dan'  Cram  Jun"; 
John  Sawyer 
Jon?  Lowell."  —  Ibid.,  p.  310 
This,  the  proprietors  claimed,  terminated  their  obligation  to  raise  money  for  the  salary  of 
a  minister,  under  their  vote  of  October,  1 768 ;  but  as  they  desired  the  continuance  of  the 
Rev.    Mr.   Tompson  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  at    Pearsontowu,  they    voted,    Juno 
25,  1776,  to  direct  their  treasurer  to  pay  him  £25,  lawful  money,  out  of  the  tax  voted 
at  their  meeting  in  March,  previous,  provided  he  would  continue  to  officiate  until  April 
29,  1777.    At  tlie  same  time  they  granted  to  the  inhaljitants,  "  for  a  place  of  public  wor- 
ship," the  meeting-house,  which,  though  not  completed,  had  been  erected  at  the  expense 
of  the  proprietors. 

The  inhabitants,  dissatisfied  with  this  action  of  the  proprietors,  presented  to  the  Legisla- 
ture the  following  petition :  — 

"  State  of  the        ) 
Massachusetts  Bay  s 

To  the  honorable  Counsell  &  the  honorable  House  of  Representatives  of  s'l  State  at 
Watei  -own  in  general  Court  assembled  —  the  Inhabitants  of  Pearson-Town  in  the  Comity 
of  Cumljerland  &  State  afores'^  humbly  shew  —  That  in  October  1768 — 17  Years  after  the 
Grant  of  Pearson-Town  to  it's  Proprietors— s"*  Proprietors  were  pleasM  to  settle  a  Minister 
in  s^'  Township,  &  Voted  to  pay  him  his  Salary  till  there  should  be  50  Families  in  s''  Pear- 
son-Town. In  Consequence  of  the  Desti-nction  of  Falmouth,  a  Number  of  it's  Inhabitants 
fled  from  the  Flames  to  s'l  Pearson-Town  &  helped  the  Proprietors  to  their  50  Families  — 
Consequently  in  March  last  at  a  Proprietors  Meeting  they  voted  to  support  the  Gospel  in 
this  Place  no  longer  than  till  the  29tJ>  of  April  following,"  &  fm-ther  to  distress  us  neglected 
to  make  the  usual  Provision  for' Repairing  Roads.  Yom-  Petitioners  therefore  being 
reducd  to  this  hard  Alternative,  either  to  l)e  deprived  of  a  preached  Gospel ;  &  endanger 
our  Limbs  vt  Lives  l)y  travailing  over  broken  Bridges  &  unrepair'd!  Roads  or  to  take 
upon  ourselves  an  unsupportal)le  Burden  earnestly  Pray  that  such  Method  may  be  Taken 
to  oblige  s'l  Proprietors  to  do  their  Duty,  &  redress  the  Grievances  above  mention'd  as  you 
in  yoiu-  Wisdom  shall  see  best — And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray— 
Pearson-Town  John  Deane  ^  In  the  Name  &  by  the  Desire 

Nov  8"»  1776  DoMiNicus  Mitchell,  ^     of  the  Inhabitants  of  Pcar- 

Peter  Moulton,  S     son  Town." — Ibid.,  p.  307. 

Notice  for  a  hearing  upon  this  petition  was  ordered,  Nov.  29,  1776,  to  be  given  to  the 
proprietors,  returnabie  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 
In  the  mean  time  (Deceniber  26th)  the  i)roiirietors  met  and  appointed  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Ephraim  Jones  and  Theophilus   IJradbury,  to  prepare  an  answer  to  tlie  al)ove 
petition  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  request  Jedediah  Preble,  SamueJ  AUyne  Otis,  Sanuicl 
Freeman  and  Joseph  Noves  to  present  the  same  and  to  appear  at  the  General  Court,  in 
their  behalf.    Under  another  article  in  their  warrant,  the  proprietors  voted  to  pre|);ii-e  a 
petition  for  an  act  of  incorporation  of  their  township.    The  advocacy  of  this  petition  they 
intrusted  to  the  same  committee  —  Noyes  and  Preble  being  then  representatives  from  the 
town  of  Falmouth,  and  Freeman  clerk  of  the  House,  and  all  of  them  proprietors  of  Pear- 
sontown. 
The  following  is  the  answer  sent  in  by  the  proprietors :  — 
"  State  of  the  ) 

Massachusetts  Bay —  ) 

To  the  honorable  the  council  &  house  of  Representatives  of  said  State  in  general  court 
assembled 

The  proprietors  of  Pearsontowu  in  tlic  county  of  Cumberland  in  answer  to  the  petition 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  township  hmnbly  beg  leave  to  say. 

That  althon^h  seventeen  years  elapsed  after  the  grant  of  the  township  before  a  minister 
was  settled  thijre,  yet  no  culpable  neg'cct  is  justly  chargeable  upon  them.  Because,  in- 
stead of  building  a  house  for  public  worship  which  would  probal)ly  have  been  immedi- 
ately destroyed  by  the  Indians,  they  were  obliged  very  soon  after  the  township  was 
granted  to  build  at  their  own  expense  a  strong  fort  eighty  feet  square  with  two  large- 
flankers  one  of  which  was  thirty  feet  square  &  designed  for  a  place  of  public  worship  and  • 
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to  rebuild  it  again,  it  having  been  burnt  before  it  was  quite  finished,  &  to  support  a  num- 
ber of  men  in  it,  in  addition  to  the  garrison  placed  there  by  the  province  which  was  a  safe- 
guard not  only  to  the  settlers,  but  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  pai-t  of  the  country  against 
the  Indians  who  had  committed  hostilities,  tho  war  was  not  yet  declared,  nor  was  the  town- 
ship free  from  danger  untill  the  peace  in  1760,  which  not  only  retarded  the  settlement  l^ut 
renderd  it  imprudent  to  build  any  other  house  of  public  worship  and  considering  the 
great  expense  Ijcfore  mentioned  &  the  inconsiderable  numl)er  of  settlers  occatjiyuod  by  y" 
danger  of  living  there,  it  would  not  l)e  reasonably  expected  that  the  Prop';s  should  pro- 
cure a  preacher.  But  altho  a  minister  was  not  settled  till  October  17G8  yet  the  Propiis 
built  a  meeting  house  and  expended  near  one  hvmdred  pounds  for  preaching  before  that 
time,  &  have  since  given  the  meeting  house  to  the  Inhabitants.  They  also  gave  the 
rev<i  Ml  Thompson  the  present  Minister  to  encourage  his  settlement,  twenty  acres  of 
good  land  mostly  improved  near  the  centre  of  the  settlement  and  twenty  six  pounds 
tliirteen  shillings  &  four  pence  in  Money  and  voted  him  eighty  pounds  sallery  a  year  untill 
fifty  families  shoiild  be  settled  in  the  township  &  he  moreover  acquired  a  right  through 
the  township  as  the  first  settled  minister  and  another  right  during  his  ministry,  so  that  by 
the  assistance  of  the  prop^s ,  &  in  consequence  of  then*  settling  him,  principalhj,  he  has 
acquired  a  very  valuable  farm  there  with  a  good  house  &  barn  upon  it.  And  although  the 
said  inhabitants  subscribed  &  promised  the  proprietors  at  the  time  of  Ml  Thompsons 
Settlem'  to  pay  them  Twenty  two  pounds  2/8  yearly  to  ease  them  in  part  of  the  burthen  of 
his  sallery  yet  they  never  paid  more  than  £34  ••  3  ••  8  in  the  whole,  except  which,  the  whole 
burthen  fell  on  the  proprietors. 

The  Inhabitants  in  their  petition  go  on  to  say  that  y  number  of  fifty  families  was  made 
up  by  those  who  fled  fi-om  the  flames  at  Falmouth  (which  was  in  Oct?  1775.)  &  that  in 
March  1776  The  Propr.'  voted  to  support  the  Gospel  in  Pearsontown  no  longer  than  29''' 
April  1776. — To  this  the  proprietors  answer  that  fifty  families  were  settled  in  Pearson  town 
before  Falmouth  was  burnt,  and  that  none  who  fled  there,  (on  that  account)  were  reckoned 
to  make  up  that  number  &  they  cannot  recollect  more  than  three  or  four  families  now 
there  who  went  fi-om  Falmouth  after  the  burns  of  the  town.^And  that  at  said  IMeeting  in 
March  1776  they  not  only  voted  six  months  sallery  more  than  they  were  held  to  pay  him 
by  their  contract  made  at  his  settlement,  but  also  at  an  adjoui'ument  of  that  meeting  voted 
him  twenty  five  pounds  more  to  encourage  him  to  preach  another  year  from  &  after 
April  29.  1776.  &  sent  a  committee  to  the  Inhabitants  to  see  if  they  would  contriljute  any- 
thing towards  his  further  support,  but  they  discoverd  very  little  disposition  to  do  any 
thins  about  it,  and  have  not  since  subscribed  more  than  eighteen  or  twenty  pounds  as  the 
Proprietors  are  informed. 

The  Proprietors  are  further  complained  of  for  not  making  the  usual  provision  in  March 
1776  for  repau-ing  the  roads.  To  this  they  angwer  tbat  they  had  before  that  time  expended 
large  sums  upon  the  roads,  &  that  it  was  not  with  a  design  to  distress  the  inhabitants,  as 
they  unliindly  assert,  but  because  they  had  done  as  much  as  they  ought  to  do,  &  because 
they  thought  it  but  just  the  inhabitants  who  hitherto  had  done  little  or  nothing,  should 
take  this  burthen  upon  themselves,  that  they  did  not  vote  any  more  money  for  that  pur- 
pose—Your Respondents  further  beg  leave  to  add  that  so  far  from  having  a  disposition  to 
discourage  or  distress  the  settlers  at  Pearson  town,  they  have  on  all  occasions  manifested 
a  forwardness  to  encourage  &  help  them,  they  have  already  raised  &  expended  to  bring 
forward  the  settlement  no  less  a  sum  than  two  thousand  one  hundred  &  six  pounds  law- 
full  Money  which  is  seventeen  pounds  &  Eleven  shillings  to  each  right  a  larger  sum  than 
many  of  them  lately  sold  for  or  would  probably  now  fetch,  seven  hundred  &  seventy 
pounds  of  which  have  been  expended  to  support  the  Gospel  &  several  hundred  pounds 
upon  roads. 

The  Fort  meeting  house  &  incidenlil  charges  have  consumed  the  rest.  Moreover,  be- 
sides many  lots  given  away  by  private  proprietors,  The  proprietors  have  granted  away 
several  hundi-ed  acres  at  least  to  encom-age  settlers.  And  perhaps,  no  other  proprietors  in 
this  state  have  done  &  expended  so  much  towards  encouraging  &  promoting  a  settlement. 

They  farther  beg  leave  to  add  that  many  of  the  settlers  at  Pearson  town  are  forehanded 
men,  have  good  farms  &  are  good  livers,  and  there  are  but  few  of  them  but  what  are  fi-ee- 
holders  with  thirty  acres  at  least,  and  if  they  are  unable  to  pay  so  large  a  sallery  as  M^ 
Thompson  reed  from  the  propi-s  yet  y«  proprs  think  them  able  to  pay  as  much  as  he  at 
present  ought  to  be  content  with ;  and  as  the  Proprietors  are  now  drawing  the  last  divisioa 
of  then:  lands,  &  have  already  done  so  much,  they  humbly  apprehend  they  ought  not  to 
l)e  compelled  to  do  any  more. 

They  trust  this  honorable  court,  being  a  legislative  Body,  will  not  judge  upon  a  contract 
made  by  the  Proprietors  with  the  minister  of  Pearsonto^vn,  nor  compel  them  to  make  a 
new  one  with  him,  and  that  they  will  not  lay  a  tax  on  their  lands  for  his  support  or  for 
mending  of  roads,  more  especially  at  this  time  when  manv  non  resident  proprietors  &  others 
engaged  in  the  service  of  their  country  will  l)e  in  tlanger  therel)v  of  having  their  lands  sold 
at  vendue  when  it  may  not  be  in  their  power  to  prevent  it  &  perhaps  when  they  cannot 
know  of  It.  I3ut  on  the  contrary  they  Lope  your  honors  will  be  convinced  of  the  propriety 
&  necessity  of  the  immediate  incorporation  of  said  Township  agreeable  to  the  Petition  of 
the  proprietors  herewith  to  be  presented,  which  they  humbly  pray  may  be  done  &  the  Peti- 
tion of  s''  Inhabitants  dismissed—  And  as  in  duty  bound  said  Proprietors  will  ever 
pray  &«  Benj  Titcomb.     Prop"   Clerk  in  the 

name  &  by  Order  of 
The  Proprietors."— 76jf?.,  p.  320. 

"With  this  answer,  the  clerk  of  the  proprietors  \vrote  to  Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  who  was  a 
representative  from  Boston,  and  whose  father  was  a  proprietor  of  Pearsontown,  that  the 
time  fixed  was  imcertain,  "  because  the  meeting  of  the  General  Court  yesterday  is  only  a 
continuation  of  the  same  session  and  not  the  beginning  of  a  new  one,"  and  that  "  if  next 
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Wednesday  is  the  time,"  the  proprietors  would  be  unable  to  prepare  their  evidence.  He 
also  gave  other  reasons  why  the  hearing  should  be  postponed,  and  added  that  the  proprie- 
tors had  "informed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Torapson,  agent  for  tlie  inhabitants,  that  they  cannot 
make  and  support  answers  before  February  19th,  next,  and  also  that  they  intend  to  peti- 
tion for  the  incorporation  of  the  township  and  get  the  inhabitants  notified  to  make  answer 
at  that  time,  so  tliat  by  deferring  both  petitions  to  that  time  expense  and  trouble  may  be 
saved  to  both  parties." 

The  hearing  upon  the  petition  and  the  above  answer  was  accordingly  postponed  to  Feb. 
19,  1777,  "  if  the  court  be  then  sitting,  and,  if  not,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Court."  To  the  same  time,  also,  was  made  returnable  an  order  of  no- 
tice to  the  inhal)itants  of  Pearsontown,  upon  the  following  petition :  — 

"  State  of  the  )     To  the  honorable  council  &  honorable  house  of  Representatives 

Massachusetts  Bay — .   )  of  said  State  in  general  Court  assembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Pearsontown  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  himibly 
Bheweth. 

That  they  have  at  great  expense,  built  and  given  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  a 
house  for  public  Worship  settled  and  supported  a  gospel  Minister  among  them,  cleard 
out  roads  &  made  Bridges  &  amended  &  repaired  them,  &  done  as  much  as  they  ought  or 
were  able  to  do  to  promote  the  settlement  of  the  township ;  That  there  are  now  settled 
there  l)et\\'een  fifty  and  sixty  Families  most  of  whom  are  Freeholders  and  many  of  them 
have  good  farms  &  are  forehanded  farmers  iH:  good  livers  &  well  able  to  pay  their  minister 
a  competent  Sallery  if  not  so  large  an  one  as  he  has  received  trom  the  Generosity  of  the 
proprietors,  yet  such  an  one  as  he  6ught  at  present  to  be  content  with  untill  said  Inhalii- 
tants  shall  be  able  to  increase  it,  considering  he  has  akeady  principally  by  the  proprietors 
assistance,  acquired  a  very  good  estate  in  the  township. —  That  the  last  division  of  lands 
there  is  more  than  half  drawn  already  and  y  di-aught  of  j"  whole  will  soon  be  completed, 
so  that  they  will  be  proprietors  of  common  lands  there  but  a  little  while  longer  and  the 
Business  of  the  propriety  as  such  ^^^^  soon  be  finished  &  closed. 

Having  therefore  done  as  much  for  said  Inhabitants  as  they  ought  or  are  able  to  do.  The 
Proprietors  hrmibly  pray  that  the  said  Inhabitants  may  be  obliged  to  support  the  Gospel 
there  amend  the  roads  &  bear  the  burthens  incident  to  towns  corporate  &  that  they  may 
also  be  intituled  to  the  privileges  of  such, and  for  these  purposes  the  Proprietors  humbly 
pray  that. said  Township  may  be  incorporated,  and  they  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray — 
Benj    Titcojib  Props  clerk    in 

the  Name  &  by  Order  of  the  Proprietors."  — Ibid., 
vol.  182,  p.  44. 

The  third  session  of  the  General  Court  was  adjourned  Feb.  8, 1777,  so  that  the  business 
went  over  to  the  next  sitting.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  precisely  what  further  was  done 
relative  to  this  business,  by  the  Asseml^ly  of  1776-77 ;  but  the  following  answer  by  the  in- 
habitants remains  in  the  archives  :  — 

"  The  Inhabitants  of  Pearson-Town  beg  Leave  to  Object  to  the  Incorporation  of  s^ 
Township  for  the  Follows  Reason  The  Proprietors  have  n'  fulfilled  the  Conditions  of  the 
Grant  of  their  Township,  there  are  but  .54  Families  &  a  No  of  them  have  no  Estate — sev- 
eral at  Pres*  resident  here  wait  only  for  convenient  opportunity  to  remove  &  of  the  Residue 
many  are  very  poor  &  very  few  able  to  pay  a  Tax  without  being  Distresst.  there  never 
has  been  raised  Provisions  enough  for  the  Support  of  y«  Inliabitants  the  Proprietors 
have  not  built  a  Meeting  House  they  have  indeed  put  up  a  Small  House  40  by  32,  I)ut  it  is 
neither  wholly  glaized  Clapboarded  nor  the  Floor  laid.  &  Noth"  done  within  to  render 
it  comfortable  to  meet  in  for  publick  worship.  They  have  indeed  voted  to  give  this  Shell 
to  the  Inhabitants  but  on  this  Express  condition  "that  we  use  it  for  an  house  of  Publick 
Worship  so  that  if  we  find  it  Necessary  to  build  a  larger  House  we  forfeit  this — consider'g 
therefore  the  Negligence  of  y  Proprietors  in  not  building  a  Meeting- House,  nor  Introduc- 
ing 60  Families  mto  the  Township — nor  building  a  Griss-jMill.  —  &  also  the  utter  Inability 
of" the  Inliabitants  to  bear  the  Burden  conseq'  upon  an  Incorporation  we  earnestly  pray 
that  the  Incorporation  may  be  delayed  Micu.\el  Philbhick  ^  Commettee 

Pearson-Town  Feb-^'  10'  1777  Josiah  Shaw  ^        of  the 

Peter  Moulton  )  Inhabitant."  —  Ibid  , 

vol.  181,  p.  326. 

It  would  seem  also  by  the  following  petition  that  leave  was  given  to  the  proprietors,  in 
March,  1777,  to  bring  in  a  bill,  but  that  no  bill  was  brought  in  that  session  and  that  the 
matter  remained  unsettled  at  the  opening  of  the  next  General  Court :  — 

"  State  of  the       ) 
Massachusetts  Bay  j 

To  the  honorable  Council  &  hon''''^  House  of  Representatives  of  s^  State  in  general  Coin-t 
assembled 

The  Petition  of  .Tno  Tompson  of  Pearson-Town  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  &  state 
afores'i  Clerk  humbly  shewetli  that  in  November  last  the  Inhal)itants  of  s^  I'earson-Tow  ii 
prefei-ed  a  Petition  to  the  general  Court  praying  that  the  Proprietors  of  s^  Townsliip 
might  be  obliged  to  support  the  Gospel  maintain  Roads  &c  in  s<i  Township  as  usual.  By 
order  of  Com-t  s^'  Proprietors  were  notified  to  shew  cause  (sometime  in  January  last)  why 
s''  Prayer  should  not  be  granted.  Your  Petitioner  agent  for  s^  Inhabitants  set  out  tor 
Boston  to  support  s''  Petition,  but  met  a  Request  from  s''  Proprietors  to  delay  the  Matter 
till  the  19  of  February :  previous  to  which  Time,  they  would  petition  the  general  Court 
for  an  Incorporation  of  s''  Township  &  give  the  Inhabitants  Timely  Notice  to  answer. 
The  Delay  was  agreed  to.  Accordingly  s'}  Inhal)itants  were  notified  to  shew  cause  on 
fid  19  of  Feby  (if  "the  Coiu't  was  then  sitting  &  if  not  on  the  2''  Tuesday  of  their  then  nex t 
Meeting)  why  s''  Township  should  not  be  incorporated  your  Petitioner  again  toolc  his 
Journey  &  travaild  between  20  &  30  Miles  when  he  obtain.d  Information  of  the  Adjourn. 
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ment  of  the  Court,  this  being  the  Case  the  Matter  was  to  have  l)een  taken  np  about  the 
18"i  of  March— Your  Petitioner  being  then  necessarily  detained  by  sickness  in  his  I  amily 
in  his  Turn,  prayed  the  Proprietors  to  postpone  these  Matters  to  the  Day  after  Election,  to 
which  they  consented,  &  the  Proprietors  Agent  engaged  his  Influence  to  this  Purpose. 
Notwithstanding  this  Engagement,  the  Petition  for  an  Incorporation  was  taken  m  Hand, 
the  Incorporation  ui-ged,  &  the  absence  of  youi-  Petitioner  used  as  an  argument  to  proue 
the  actual  Consent  of  the  Inhabitants  to  be  incorporated  &  I  am  informed  by  s''  Agent 
that  leave  was  oi)tained  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Incorporation  but  that  it  is  not  yet  done. 
Your  Petitioner  jn  the  Name  of  s''  Inhabitants  prays  that  au  Act  for  an  Incorporation  inay 
not  pass ;  not  only  because  we,  have  never  had  an  Hearing  but  also  for  the  following 
Reasons  Viz.  sfi  Proprietors  have  not  fulfilld  the  Conditions  of  the  Grant  of  s''  Township, 
which  were  to  settle  60  Families  build  a  Meeting  House  &  settle  a  Minister,  all  within  5 
years.  It  is  now  about  26  years  &  there  are  but  few  more  than  50  Families  reckoning 
Refugees  from  Falmouth.  No  Minister  settled  in  17  years  after  s''  Grant.  &  he,  (then 
settled)  voted  out  of  a  living  more  than  a  year  ago.  The  Meeting  House  cant  be  s'l  to 
be  built ;  nor  is  the  Fraim  large  enough  for  that  Purpose.  It  is  40  by  32  Feet  not  wholly 
clapboarded  Glaized  nor  the  Floor  laicl.  given  (it  is  true)  to  the  Inhabitants.  But  upon  the 
express  Condition  that  it  be  for  an  House  for  Publick  worship,  therefore  forfeited,  if  found 
too  small  &  appropriated  to*  any  other  Use.  The  Inhabitants  are  absolutely  unal)le  to 
bear  the  Expence  incident  to  Towns  corporated.  many  are  very  poor,  few  able  to  pay  any 
Tax  without  being  really  distresst;  Your  Petioner  for  the  above  Reasons  earnestly  prays 
that  the  Incorporation  of  s''  Township  may  be  delayed  till  s''  Proprietors  shall  have  ful 
filled  the  Conditions  of  the  Grant  of  s'l  Township ;  &  it  shall  appear  to  this  Honorable 
Court  upon  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  the  Matter,  that  the  Inhabitants  are  able  to  bear  the 
Bm-theu  Consequent  upon  an  Incorporation.  &  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall 
ever  pray  — 

Boston  May  30  1777  John  Tompson."  —  Ibid.,  p.  327. 

The  above  petition  appears  to  have  been  presented  June  2d,  and  ordered  to  lie.  On  the 
fifth,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Spaulding,  Whitney  and  Lewis, 
who  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted :  — 

"The  Committee  Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Settlers  of  Pearson  Town  &  the  Petition  of 
the  Proprietors  of  Said  Pearson  Town  have  taken  the  Same  Under  Consideration  together 
with  their  Several  Answers.  And  beg  leave  to  Report— they  Are  of  Opinion  that  it 

might  be  for  the  peace,  growth,  &  well  being,  of  the  Plantation  for  it  to  be  incorporated. 
Provided  the  Inhabitants  Are  Sufficiently  Secured  that  their  Assessors  Shall  be  impow- 
ered  tor  the  Space  of  four  years  to  make  a  land  tax  of  a  half  penny  #>"  Acre  ^  year  on 
all  the  lands  within  the  Township,  with  Sufficient  Authority  to  collect  the  Same,  to  be  for 
&  towards  the  Support  of  the  Gospel  &  repair  of  the  roads,  as  it  Shall  be  ageed  upon 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Inhabitants  After  incorporation,  the  Agents  for  the  proprietors 
Agreing  to  tlie  Above  prf)posals,— the  Committee  Submiting  it  to  the  Determination  of  the 
Honbi  House  whether  it  may  not  be  left  for  the  Consideration  of  the  Settlers  Until  the 
second  Tuesday  of  the  next  Siting  of  the  General  Court,  As  there  is  Some  doubt  with 
respect  to  the  power  of  their  Aiient 

June  10.  1777."  —  Ibid.,  p.  328. 

This  report  elicited  the  following  adverse  petition  fi'om  the  inhabitants :  — 
"To  the  Honb'e_ Council  &Honble]^jj^j.g.j^g  ^^  Committee  in  June   last  appointed  By 
House  of  Representatives  of  the     { ^^^  Honorable  House  of  Representives  of  this  State 
State  of  the  Masschusetts  Bay  in       ^^  ^^^^  imder  Consideration  the  Petition  of  the  inhabit- 
General  Com-t  assembled  J  ^^^^  ^^^  Pcarsontown  and  a  Petition  of  the  Proprietors 

of  s<i  Township  together  with  Several  answers  have  reported  it  as  their  oppiaion  that 
it  would  Be  best  to  have  the  Town  Ship  incorporated  provided  a  tax  of  one  half  peney 
pr  acre  mi^bt  Be  anually  levyd  for  the  Space  of  four  years  on  all  the  lands  m  Pearson- 
town  leaveing  it  to  the  Consideration  of  tlie  inhabitents  to  fhe  Next  Sitting  ot  the  general 
Court,  the  inhabitents  have  taken  s''  Reopt  under  Consideration  and  Beg  leave  to  replye 
that  with  difference  to  the  oppiaion  of  the  Respectable  Committee  we  Cant  think  it  reason- 
ble  to  incorporate  the  Township  at  the  request  of  the  Proprietors.  Contrary  to  the  desu-e 
of  the  inhabitents  to  releave  S-J  Proprietors  of  a  Burden  which  they  ought  in  Justice  and 
are  Bound  By  Compact  to  l)are,and  lay  it  on  the  Shouklers  of  the  inhabitents.  it  is  Just 
that  thev  Should  pay  a  CJonsideration  for  their  lands  and  this  thay  Contracted  to  do  and  till 
this  is  done  we  hunibley  Concive  thay  Cant  with  a  good  face  Desire  the  incorporation  thay 
Contracted  to  Settle  120  Familyes  Build  a  meeting  house  and  Settle  a  Minister  allwhich 
ought  to  have  been  Done  Ninteen  years  asjo  aCording  to  their  own  account  of  the  matter, 
thev  have  not  settled  half  that  number  of  Familevs.  the  meting  house  has  nothing  done 
witii  in  and  not  finished  with  out  their  minister  they  Seported  Seven  years  and  an  a  half  and 
then  Voted  that- they  ware  noloni;er  held  to  Seport  him.  and  have  totally  with  holden  his 
Salery  and  not  with  with  standing  s'l  Propiotors  have  done  so  little  towards  fulJflling  the 
Condisions  of  the  sirant  of  sd  Towship  in  their  answer  to  a  former  Petition  ot  the  inhabi- 
tents they  are  pleased  to  inform  the  great  and  general  Court  that  they  have  Done  as  much  as 
thay  are'able  or  ought  to  do.  it  is  Strange  that  thav  should  say  thay  have  done  as  much  as 
thayouijhtto  do  when  thay  dontpretend'thay  have  donchalf  somuch  as  their  grant  requires 
thay  Surely  must  be  able  while  thay  hold  the  town  ship,  thay  have  indcede  repesented  the 
Township  as  not  worth  so  much  as  they  have  paid.  Declare  in  the  aboue  luentoned  answer 
that  they  have  paid  Seventeen  pounds 'Eleven  shillings,  upon  a  right,  and  that  Rights  will 
not  sel  for  much  more  than  haK  that  sum.  when  thay  siieak  of  Rights  upon  which  thay 
have  paid  such  a  tax  thay  must  surely  be  understood  to  mean  whol  Shares,  when  thay 
speak  of  rights  sold  thay  must  mean  nothing  but  Comon  and  undevided  lands  after 
two  divisions  of  the  Best  land,  for  it  is  Certain  that  the  lowest  that  thirty  acre  lots  have 
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been  sold  for.  for  Snmtime  Past  is  Eisiliteen  pounds  wbich  is  more  tbanttie  whole  Expence 
of  aright  and  some  allthough  uncultivated  liave  been  sold  for  thirty  pounds  hundercd  acre 
lots  have  been  sold  for  fifty  and  sixty  i)oinids  tliay  Close  their  aiiwer  al)oue  rel'ered  to, 
with  observing  that  thay  bad  Near  Done  Deviding  land,  and  so  Closed  their  Bussness  as  a 
proprioty  and  seeme  Puzzled  to  levey  taxes  in  future  if  yt  is  a  plea  of  sofient  wate  thay 
might  have  injoycd  their  Township  and  Saved  nearely  the  whole  Expence  if  thav  bad 
been  so  happy  us  to  have  Compleated  tlieir  Division  twenty  years  ago  to  Conclude'  these 
Remarks  we  humbley  submit  to  this  Honourable  Com-t  whether  the  Township  ought  to  Be 
incorporated  at  the  request  of  the  Proprietors  Because  thay  are  unable  or  ought  not  in 
Justice  to  be  at  aney  more  Expence.  with  regard  to  our  Selves  we  beg  leave  to  observe 
that  though  an  incorporation  is  accompanied  with  maney  Friviliges  yet  we  Cannot  Conseivc 
that  it  would  he  for  the  groth  peece  and  wellbeng  of  the  Township  to  Be  incorporated  in 
our  infante  State  and  tal?e  a  Burden  which  those  grown  to  maturity  say  thay  are  unable 
to  Bare  a  incorporation  \vould  prevent  our  groth  groth  on  two  accounts  lirst  it  would  Dirve 
some  of  the  inhabitents  out  of  the  Town  Sliip  to  ascape  so  heaver  a  tax  and  prevent  others 
Coming  in.  Secondly  it  would  Reduse  the  remaining  inhabitents  to  great  strates  to  repair 
and  maintain  Roads  which  have  been  Neglected  By  the  propriotors  tow  years  past  Seport 
the  gospel  and  pay  other  Town  Charges  Beside  County  and  State  taxes,  and  we  are 
threatned  By  the  back  settlers  that  we  shall  be  inieadetly  presented  upon  the  incorpora- 
tion for  the  Neglect  of  the  high-wayes.  we  have  Ever  With  Chairfullness  and  dispatch  f  ui-- 
nished  our  quota  of  of  Soldiers  Since  the  Commensment  of  the  unnatural  war  and  are 
Disposed  to  pay  our  proportion  of  the  public  Expence  But  Cant  so  Chairfulley  pay  a  Consi- 
deration for  land,  which  thi  pi opriotors  enjoy  therefore  again  request  that  the  incorpora- 
tion be  posponed  that  the  1-rayer  of  our  former  Petition  may  be  granded  that  the  proprio- 
tors may  be  obliged  to  KSaintain  the  gospel  and  repare  Road  as  usual  however  Relj'ing 
upon  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  great  and  General  Court  Chaii-fulley  hope  to  find 
Releafe  and  as  in  duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray 

Pearsontown  Benja  Husset  ^ 

Sep'r  8""  1777  Jonathan  Philbeick  S.  Committee.  — Ibid.,  p.  S29. 

Jno  Deane  ) 

The  above  petition  was  read,  September  30th,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Williams,  Mills 
and  Jenkins.  On  this  committee  Messrs.  Johnson  and  CofiBn  were  substituted,  Feb.  4, 
1778,  for  Messrs.  Williams  and  Mills ;  and  on  the  19th,  Messrs.  Davis  and  Boardman  took 
the  places  of  Johnson  and  Jenkins,  who  were  absent. 

On  the  23d  of  February  the  committee  reported,  verbally,  "  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  for 
the  incorporation  of  that  place,"  and  this  report  was  accepted. 

Notwithstanding  this  vote,  no  bill  for  incorporating  the  tovm  appears  to  have  been 
reported.  The  subsequent  action  of  the  proprietors  justifies  the  inference  that  they  were 
disposed  to  accept  a  liill  less  objectionable  to  the  inhabitants  than  an  act  of  incorporation 
'but  which  would  relieve  them  from  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1753-54,  chapter  1,  which 
made  the  first  explicit  provision  for  calling  meetings  of  proprietors  of  common  lands  not 
belonging  to  townships,  and  for  authorizing  such  proprietors  to  raise  money  for  public 
charges.  This  act  required  assessments  to  be  laid,  proportionately,  on  the  shares  or  rights 
of  the  proprietors ;  and  as  most  of  the  proprietorsliip  of  Pearsontown  had  ceased  to  be  an 
estate  in  common,  by  reason  of  partitions  and  subdivisions  by  conveyance  in  severalty, 
the  method  of  assessment  provided  by  the  existing  law  was  not  conveniently  applicable  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  township. 

The  proprietors  made  the  following  application  to  the  next  General  Court  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bill  containing  the  provisions  of  tliis  chapter :  — 

"  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

To  the  honorable  the  Council  and  honorable  the  house  of  Representatives  within  and 
for  said  state  in  great  and  General  Court  assembled 

The  petition  of  the  pro|irietors  of  a  new  township  called  Pearsontown  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland  humbly  sheweth. 

That  notwithstanding  the  considerable  sums  by  them  already  expended,  they  have  still 
occasion  to  raise  monies  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  making  &  repairing"  roads  and 
bridges,  running  !k  marking  the  lanes  of  their  lots  &  other  necessary  Charges  of  coin- 
pleating  the  settlement  of  that  township ;  but  that  Iiy  reason  of  their  having  divided  most 
of  their  lands  there  into  lots  &  drawn  the  same,  their  former  method  by  law  prescribed,  of 
laying  taxes  upon  then'  several  rights  is  become  inconvenient,  and  where  the  same  rights 
are  owned  by  several  persons,  in  several  lots,  may  in  many  cases  work  injustice. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  humbly  pray,  that  they  may  be  impowered  to  lay  and  raise 
a  yearly  tax  not  exceeding  one  penny  per  acre  upon  every  lot  of  land  there,  except  lots 
belonging  to  the  minister  appropriated  to  the  ministry,  or  the  use  of  a  school,  &  every  lot  of 
which  five  acres  shall  be  cleai-ed  &  brought  to  fit  for  mowing  or  plougiiing,  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid  for  the  term  of  five  years  next  ensuing  of  which  the  present  year  to  be 
accounted  one —    And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  Ijountl  shall  ever  pray  &<; 

rjEN  J   1 ITCOMB      j  j^^^^^g  ^  ,_^y  jj^gjj.  c«.Jei..'>_^;,/f,,55.  pUgs  ;   Bills,  1778. 

This  petition  was  presented  June  3,  1778,  and  rcrerred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of 

Messrs.  Phinney,  Whitney  and  MetcaLf,who  reported,  on  the  fifth,  that  the  petitioners  have 

leave  to  bring  in  a  bill.    On  the  next  day,  the  bill  was  introduced  and  passed,  in  the 

House,  to  be  engrossed,  and  on  the  13th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  4.  The  bill  of  this  act  was  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Rawson,  Tyler  and  Greenough. 
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Chap.  5.    The  first  drauiJjht  of  the  following  resolve*  was,  ou  the  fii'st  of  May,  referred 

to  a  joint  committee  consistinj?  of  Messrs.  Crane,  Davis  of  Boston,  and  Wales,  of  the 

House,  and  Spooner  and  Palmer  of  the  Council,  "  to  consider  the  same  and  also  the 

resolve  for  setting  on  foot  a  lottery,  to  sit  immediately  and  report  as  soon  as  mayJL'e    :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  May    l^t  177S— 

This  Court  impressd  with  a  Sence  of  the  Noble  Exertions  of  our  Brethren  m  the  Army 
For  the  Defence  of  this  and  the  United  States,  and  with  the  feelings  of  ilumamty  tor 
their  Fatigues  &  Hardships ;  to  encourage  them  with  chearfullness  and  Spu'it  to  persue 
the  Rislitious  Cause —    do—  .    n  ^, 

Resolved,  that  for  the  Present  Incouragement  of  The  Army,  there  be  paid  out  ot  the 
publick  Treasury  of  this  State  bvthe  first  day  of  December,  next  as  a  Gratuity  to  Each 
Field  officer  of  the  fifteen  Battalions  Raised  In  this  State,  and  who  were  in  Camp  on  or 
before  the  Fifteenth  day  of  August  La^t,  or  to  their  order.  The  Sum  of  one  hundred  & 
Fifty  dollars  And  to  Each  Cap'  Subaltern  &  Staflf  ofiftcer  or  their  order,  The  Sum  of  one 
hnntb-ed  and  Twenty  dollars.  They  produceing  a  Cirtificate  from  The  Col»  or  Comanding 
officer  of  the  Rigm'  to  which  they  belonged,  Certifying  their  haveing  been  in  Camp  as 
a!)ove  and  that,  their  be  paid  to  Each  Non  Commission  officer  cSc  private  Soldier,  in  the 
above  Fifteen  Battalions  or  to  their  order,  the  Sum  of  one  hundred  Dollars,  on  their  pro- 
duceing a  Cirtificate,  From. their  Cap*,  or  Comanding  officer  of  the  Company  to  which 
They  belong,  of  their  haveing  been  in  Camp,  as  above  &  Not  absent  since  Except  on 
Ferlough —  ^    „ 

In  Council  May  1st  1778    Read  &  Sent  down  Jno  Avert  T>y  Sec-v 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  l^.t  1778  Read  &  pass.d  Sent  up  for  Conciu-- 
reuce  J  Pitts  Spk^  P  Tern 

In  Council  May  1'.  1778    Read  &  Concm-red  Jn9  Avery  D.^  Sec? 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  bv  seven  of  the  Coimcil] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  218,  p.  420. 

The  resolve  t  referred  to  "  for  setting  on  foot  a  lottery,"  was  brought  in  the  same  day. 
No  report  of  the  above  committee  has  been  found ;  but  both  the  following  and  foregoing 
resolves  were  passed  on  the  same  day  on  which  they  were  introduced :  — 

"State  of  Massachusetts-Bay.        In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  1^'  1778. 

Whereas  this  Court  have,  this  day,  passed  a  Resolve  for  paying  certain  Gratuities  to 
such  Officers  &  private  Soldiers  who  inlisted  into  the  fifteen  Continental  Battalions  raised 
by  this  State,  &  who  inlisted  before  the  15"'  day  of  August  last,  for  the  term  of  thi-ee 
Years  or  during  the  War,  And  as  it  is  thought  expedient  that  a  Lottery  or  Lotteries 
should  be  set  on  foot  for  raising  a  Sum  of  Money  for  the  pm-pose  aforcs^ 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  a  Sum,  not  exceeding  Seven  Hundred  &  fifty  Thousand  Dol- 
lars lie  raised  by  a  Lottery  or  Lotterys.by  a  Deduction  of  fifteen  <^  Cent  upon  the  Amount 
L)f  the  Ticketts 

That  Oliver  Wendell  Esq'  M-'  Henry  Hill,  Thomas  Crane  Esq^  Caleb  Davis  Esq:  & 
M''  Ezekiel  Lewis,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  be  Managers  of  Said  Lottery  or  Lotteries, 
&  who  shall  be  Sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  said  trust,  »c  Sliall  give  Bond  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State,  in  the  Sam  of  One  thousand  pounds  each  for  the  performance  of 
the  trust  hereby  reposed  in  them  :  which  said  Managers  shall  make,  &  pubfish  in  the 
Boston  &  Worcester  News-Papers,  &  also  m  the  Hartford  Paper  a  Scheme  for  said  Lottery 
or  Lotteries, as  soon  as  may  be,  agreealde  to  this  Resolve;  &  they  shall  also  therewith 
publish  all  necessary  rules  &  regulations  for  the  Management  thereof ;  That  all  Prizes  of 
Fifty  Dollars  &  upwards,  shall  be  paid  by  Treasurers  Notes  for  the  amount  of  Such  Prizes, 
bearing  date  the  last  day  of  drawing  said  Lottery  (or  each  of  'em,  if  two),  &  payable, 
with  Six  4^*  Cent  4^*  annum  Interest,  ou  the  first  day  of  Jan>-  A  D :  1783—;  also,  that  all 
smaller  Prizes  shall  be  paid  by  said  Managers  in  Money;  &  also  that  all  Prizes  shall 
be  paid  without  any  deduction. 

In  Council  May  1'.  1778.    Read  &  sent  down  Jno   Avery  Dy  Sec-^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  1.  1778  Read  &  pass,d  Sent  up  for  Concur- 
rence •  .  John  Pitts  Spk""  P  Tem. 

In  Council  May  1'.  1778    Read  &  Concurred  Jn<.'  Avery  D?  Secy 

Consented  to  "  [Signed  by  seven  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  419. 

See,  further,  chapters  35  and  42,  and  notes  thereto,  post. 

Chap.  7.  '^To  the  Honorable  Counsel  and  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts-bay. 

The  petition  of  the  Settlers  of  a  Place  called  New-Boston  in  the  County  of  Cumberland 
humbly  sheweth 

That  whereas  your  Petitioners  having  undergone  great  difficulties  in  erecting  an  House 
for  divine  worship,  and  settling  a  Minester  of  the  Gospel  in  this  Place,  and  arc  still  attended 
with  peculiar  embarresmcnts  in  their  endeavours  to  finish  s^  House  and  supi)ort  s4  Mines- 
ter, together  witli  many  other  difficulties  arising  form  the  want  of  Towu-privcliges. — 

These  are  therefore  humbly  to  pray  your  Honors  to  take  our  distressing  Circumstances 
under  your  wise  Consideration  and  graint  us  the  Priveliges  of  an  incoi-perated  Town- 
ship— 
And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray — 
Dated  at  New-Boston  August  y  1777 

N.  B.    The  number  of  Families  exceed  Sixty. 
S.01UEL     ToMPSox  Reuben  Nobel  Samuel  Nash 

Jajies  Rl'ssell  Thomas  Whiti;  Jabez  Mathews 

Richard  Merrill  Juii  Joseph  Cummings  Jonas  Steuens     , 

James  Hujiprey  Nichols  Mains  William   Webster 

*  Printed  resolves  of  iLo  April  session,  1777-78,  chapter  CLI.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  CLIX. 
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David  Gene  Clament  Hayden  John  Nash 

Daniel  Heaney  Jeremiah  hobbs  Jeremiah  IIobbs  Jn" 

RiCHERD  Merrill  Joel  Stevens  Joseph  Stevens 

Isaac  Foster  Abraham  Young  Joseph  Weeks 

Nathl  Young  John  Jinks  Daniel  Cummings 

Elijah  Jordan  Mark  Merrill  George  Douty 

Nathan  Morse  Richard  Hayden  James  Douty 

Nathan  Knight  John  mors  Nathan  Merrill 

William  Grelb  Daniel  Libby."  —  Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  183,  p.  92. 

The  foregoing  petition,  described  in  the  House  Journal  as  the  petition  of  "  Samuel  Nash 
and  others,"  was  read  in  the  House  Sept.  23,  1777,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Ellis  Gray, 
Joseph  Simpson  and  David  Jeffries,  who  reported  verbally,  October  2ist,  that  the  petition- 
ers have  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  they  prayed  for.  This  report  was  accepted,  but  the  bill 
did  not  have  its  first  reading  until  June  18,  1778,  and  the  next  day  it  was  passed  to  be 
enacted. 

Chap.  8.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time  in  the  House,  June  17,  1778, 
and  was  passed  to  be  engrossed  the  same  day.  The  next  day  the  Council  passed  it,  in 
concmTcnce,  to  be  engrossed  with  an  amendment  striking  out  from  the  fii'st  and  second 
lines  of  the  preamble,  as  orginally  reported  the  words  "  in  the  4th  year  of  William  and 
Mary,"  and  inserting  instead  thereof  the  reference  to  the  Christian  era,  as  it  stands  in  the 
act. 

Chap.  9.  The  following  petition,  and  the  record  of  the  action  of  the  General  Com-t 
thereon,  are  given  in  full,  because  they  were  the  foundation  of  proceedings  under  the  act 
of  1776-77,  chapter  48,  which  led  to  the  enactment  of  the  present  chapter,  confirming, 
defining  and  extending  the  application  of  chapter  32  of  the  acts  of  the  same  year :  — 

"  To  the  Ilonom-abel  Councel  and  Hous  of  Representives  of  the  State  of  the  Masachu- 
sets  Bay  Now  setting  at  Boston  We  Beg  Leave  to  Represent  the  aflare  and  Cu'cunstanc 
of  our  Town  in  Regard  to  the  uufrindly  Pasons  to  this  and  the  other  uniteed  stats  of 
Amarica  Whare  as  many  of  them  at  or  aboute  the  time  of  the  Benington  Battel  obsconded 
from  their  Places  of  abode  and  Joyned  the  Eneny  as  we  shall  Go  on  to  Shew — viz 
Clark  Gardner  Richmond  Car 

Phelemon  Lee  Thomas  Rogeers 

Ebenezer  Franklen    Gone  and  Joyned  the       Elijah  Cunningham 

Regalers  John  Cunningham 

George  Gardner  James  Raynolds 

Robbert  Car  Thomas  Whitman 

Caleb  B  Gardner  Martyn  Townsen  Ju 

John  Nichols  Elijah  Brown 

frances  sweet    Taken  upon  suspetion  and       John  franklen 
Cared  to  Bennington  and  Concined  fron       Simeon  franklen 
thair  to  Barrington  Goal  for  Trial  Ben"}.  Gardner 

fmade  thare  Escape  in       John  Gai-dner 
the    Enemis    Retreet       Robbert  sweet 
and  Come  home  Con-        Gideon  Clark 
^"T^'i^AirT-ff    /I     -I  fesed   that  thay  had        Abraham  Ilavins  all  Taken  within  the 
JizeKiei  wnitrora     ■  ^^^^  within  the  Eue-  Enemies  Lines  in  Time  of  the  Battel 

I  mies    Brest  work    in  Except  Clark  &  havens  in  the  Enemis 

( time  of  Battel —  Retreat  made  thare  Escape  and  went 

Thomas  Draper    "I  to   Rhodisland   wich   senc    hes    ben 

Jeremiah  Green       was  Taken  by  our  souts  taken  and  Confined 

Russel  Green         I  as  thay  was  Going  to  the       Clark  Rogers 
Richerd  Brodway  |  Enemy  Nere  the  Lines        David  Vaughn 
AbelBrodeway     J  W-?.  Brown 

Peleg  Car 
Sam"  Roggers 
Now  we  the  select  men  &  Commetee  for  the  Town  of'  Hancock  Beg  Leave  to  Inquer 
of  the  llonnourable  Counsel  and  House  of  Representives  Concearning  this  matter  and 
Humbley  Pray  that  your  Honnours  would  Give  us  sum  Instructions  hou  we  shall  Con- 
duct in  this  matter,  thair  is  many  of  these  Parsons  that  was  Prosesed  of  Considerable 
Estats  Both  Real  and  Parsonel.  We  would  informe  the  llonnourable  Ascmbley  that  wc 
have  taken  an  Invontary  of  thair  Parsonell  Estate,  the  Chattels  hoorscs  and  shee))  we  are 
obliged  to  Keep  under  Gard.  be  fore  We  took  that  method  the  Toreys  took  the  advantage 
the  Desarts  west  of  us  and  stole  away  ihe  ('battel  I)y  Night  so  that  we  Cannot  keep  them 
no  other  way  but  By  a  Guard,  and  as  thare  lies  allrcdy  a  Grate  Deal  of  Charges  arose  for 
gaurds  Harvisting  Grane  &c  we  Humljley  pray  that  your  Honnours  would  Direct  us  how 
we  shall  farther  Proceed  and  as  Asa  Douglas  Esq  hes  ben  at  Considerable  Expenc  in 
Keeping  some  of  the  Prisnors  at  his  house  and  finding  a  gam-d  to  Gaurd  them  to  Noth- 
hamton  we  humblv  pray  that  your  Honnours  would  informe  whare  he  shall  Lay  liis  Bill 
in  order  for  Pay  and  Likewise  another  Bill  for  sending  to  Rhodisland  and  thare  Confineing 
the  with  in  mentioned  havens  &  Clark  and  as  your  Honnours  may  want  fiu'ther  Informa" 
tion  Concearning  this  matter  pray  Call  upon  on  om-  Agent  the  Barer  so  we  Rest  the  aflare 
on  your  Honnours   wise  Councel  for  Instruction  as  we  In  Duty-Bound  may  Ever  Pray 

John  Geoveb  )•  Charman 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  October  2  1777 
Head  &  thereupon  Orderd  That  M'  Baker  &  M''  Barlow  with  such  as  the  Hon  Board 
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shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  same  &  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence —  J    Wakren  Spk^ 

In  Council  Oct'  2J  1777    Read  &  Concurred  &  Jabez  Fisher  Esq.  is  joined. 

Jn9  Aveky  Dy  Sec." —  * 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  154,  p.  18'2. 

"TbeCom"=eof  both  Houses  on  y^  petition  of  the  Selectmen  &  Committee  of  Corri- 
sjiondance  of  the  Town  of  Hancock  have  attended  that  Service  &  Beg  leave  to  Report  as 
follows  viz 

*  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  That  a  Number  of  Persons  Belonging  to  the  Town 
of  Hancock  in  the  County  of  Berkshire  have  Lately  gone  over  &  Joined  y  Enemy  several 
of  which  number  were  Kill'd  in  y^'  Battle  near  Bennington  &  others  taken  prisoners  and 
several  persons  belonging  to  said  Town  have  since  been  Committed  to  Goal  in  said  County 
being  strongly  suspected  of  Giving  aid  &  assistance  to  ye  Enemy,  &  two  persons  viz 
Edward  Car  &  Ezekiel  Whilford  who  Confessed  they  were  within  y"  Enemies  Lines  in  the 
Time  of  the  Battle  &  upon  y"  Enemies  Retreat  Deserted  them  and  returned  to  their  homes 
in  said  Town  of  Hancock,  Therefore  Resolved  That  the  said  Edward  Car  &  Ezekiel 
Whilford  be  ^  Immediatelij  apprehended  and  doinmitied  to  Close  Jail  at  Great  Ijarringtou 
in  said  County  there  to  remain  untill  they  shall  be  Discharged  by  Due  Course  of  Law  or 
by  order  of  y"  Council  or  y-'  General  Court,  and  those  persons  which  have  been  Com- 
mitted on  suspicition  of  Aiding  &  Assisting  y^  Enemy,  shall  Likewise  remain  in  safe  Cos- 
tody  untill  Discharged  in  like  manner 

and  it  is  further  Resolved  That  the  selectmen  &  Committee  of  Corrispondance  of  the 
said  Town  of  Hancock  be  &  they  are  hereby  Directed  &  Impowered  untill  the  further 
order  of  the  General  Coiu't  to  take  nnder  there  Care  all  the  Estates  both  real  and  personal 
belonging  to  the  several  persons  of  said  Town  who  have  gone  over  and  joined  the  Enemy, 
and  such  as  were  slain  in  Battle  while  in  y>=  Enemies 'service  &  those  that  were  taken  pri- 
soners &  those  that  have  been  Committed  on  suspision  of  aiding  &  Assissting  y=  Enemj' 
&  also  y^  Estates  of  those  that  Deserted  the  Enemies  service  &  returned  to  their  homes  in 
said  Town  and  to  apply  such  paitt  hereof  as  is  Neccessary  for  y  support  of  the  several 
Families  of  the  aforesaid  persons,  and  the  Remainder  of  said  Estates  to  secure  in  y-  most 
prudent  manner  they  Can,  and  to  make  bieef  and  Pork  of  such  Cattle  &  Swine  as  are  more 
profitable  to  kill  this  fall  than  to  keep  thro'  y  Ensuing  winter,  and  to  sell  such  articles  as 
are  perishable  in  their  Natui  e,  keeping  fair  accounts  of  all  their  proceedings  &  Lay  y  same 
before  y  General  Court  for  their  inspection  and  allowance  when  Called  upon  for  that  pur- 
pose and  whereas  some  Expence  has  arisen  Respecting  some  of  the  aforesaid  prisoners  for 
victnalling  &  for  guards,  it  is  hereby  ordered  That  such  persons  as  have  any  Demands  on 
y'  account  Lay  y=  same  before  this  Com-t  for  allowance 

In  Council  Oct'.  4'.  1777    Read  &  Accepted 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jn9  Avert  D>'  SecJ" 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  October  6.  1777  Read  and  concurrd  with  an  amend- 
ment at  A  —  viz 

At  A  dele  '  immediately  apprehended  &  committed  to '  and  insert '  detain'd  in '  —  Sent 
up  for  Concurrence  *  J    Waeeen  Spk' 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  180. 

There  was  necessarily  great  delay  in  bringing  to  trial  these  and  other  persons  committed 
for,  or  charged  with,  treasonable  practices.  Political  dissensions  whfch,  during  the  Revo- 
lution, divided  the  people  in  Hampshh-e  and  Berkshire  Counties  more  equally  than  in 
most  other  parts  of  the  province,  were  attended,  particularly  in  the  latter  county,  with 
such  acts  of  lawlessness  as  to  disorganize  the  courts  from  the  beginning  of  the  popular 
resistance  to  Governor  Gage.  The  "April  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  at  Northampton, 
in  1774,  was  attended  by  two  justices,  only,  who,  for  want  of  a  quorum,  adjourned  the 
court,  by  writ,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  the  following  September ;  but  the  court  did 
not  sit  again  until  a  year  from  the  time  to  which  it  was  adjourned,  —  and  at  that  and  the 
suljsequent  sessions,  which  were  not  regularly  held,  but  little  l)usiness  was  done.  The 
courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  were  also  entirely  discontinued  for  a  time,  which 
caused  the  General  Court  to  pass  a  resolve,  in  February,  1777,  t  directing  the  justices  to 
hold  their  regularly  appointed  sessions,  and  recommending  the  people  "  to  do  all  within 
their  power  to  aid  and  support  the  civil  magistrates  in  the  execution  of  their  offices." 

On  the  tenth  of  May  the  necessity,  for  some  pm'poses,  of  holding  the  regular  sessions  of 
the  peace  was  obviated  by  the  enactment  of  chapter  48  of  the  acts  of  1776-77  which 
authorized  the  holding  of  special  sessions  for  the  trial  of  such  town  inhabitants  as  should 
be  charged  with  being  inimical  to  the  safety  of  the  state. 

After  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  the  revolutionary  committees  in  Berkshire,  began  to 
move  more  vigorously  for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  against  the  king's  abettors  and 
sympathizers.  On  the  first  of  December,  a  memorial  of  Asa  Douglass,  in  behalf  of  the 
selectmen  and  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Hancock,  praying  for  the  ap- 
pointment "of  a  special  court,  to  try  a  number  of  persons  confined  in  the  jails  at  Great 
15arrington  and  Northampton,  for  joining  the  enemy  in  the  late  battle  near  Bennington," 
was  i-eadin  the  House,  and  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Porter  and 
Clapp,  of  the  House,  and  Sever,  of  the  Council,  "  to  consider  the  same,  and  report."  This 
committee  reported,  a  fortnight  later,  that  the  memorialist  "  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition,"  which  was  accepted,  and  a  vote  was  passed  in  accordance  with  the  report.  A 
month  later,  "  Benjamin  Gardner  and  a  numljer  of  others,  inhabitants  of  Hancock,  now 
prisoners  in  Northampton  jail,"  prayed  the  General  Coiu't  that  they  might  be  liberated 
upon  giving  bond;  but  their  petition  was  dismissed.  These  were  among  the  prisoners 
ordered  to  be  detained  in  custody  by  the  resolve  passed  ou  the  sixth  of  October. 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  session,  chapter  XCVII. 
t  Ibid.,  January  session,  chapter  CXXXVU. 
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In  the  mean  time  five  persons  -^verc  convicted  under  the  act  of  1776-77,  cliap.  48,  by  the 
verdict  oE  a  jury,  at  a  special  sessions  of  the  peace  held  at  Great  Harrington,  on  the  thirteenth 
of  December.  Two  of  these,  —  Elisha  and  Edward  Martiudalc,  had  been  arrested  under 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  upon  the  complaint  of  the  selectmen  of  Lenox,  to  William 
Whiting  and  Charles  Goodrich,  two  justices  of  the  peace,  quorum  umis ;  two  others  — 
John  Borghardt  and  James  Tyler ,  had  been  brought  to  trial  upon  the  vote  of  the  inlial)it- 
ants  of  Great  liarriugton,  under  the  first  four  sections  of  the  act ;  and  the  fifth  —  Gideon 
Smith  of  Stockbridge,  had  lieen  apprehended  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  upon 
complaint  made  to  Timothy  Edwards  and  Jahleel  Woodbridge,  justices,  quorum  nims,  by 
Samuel  Brown,  jr.,  and  others.  After  conviction,  the  accused  were  sentenced  to  be  sent  to 
the  Hoard  of  War,  to  Ijc  by  them  dealt  with  as  provided  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act. 

The  release  of  these  prisoners,  by  the  Board  of  War  elicited  the  following  representa- 
tion and  petition :  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  &  house  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay —  Wc  your  Complainants  for  ourselves  &  in  behalf  of  a  large  Number  of  Peo- 
ple in  the  County  of  Berkshire  beg  leave  by  way  of  Complaint,  to  communicate  our 
Sentiments  respecting  a  Number  of  I'ersons,  who  not  long  since  were  apprehended  in  said 
Coiinty  as  Dangerous  Persons,  they  had  a  fair  &  impertial  Trial  before  a  Special  Court  of 
the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  Sc  a  very  respectable  Jury  for  that  Purpose,  were  found 
guilty  after  a  lengthy  delil^erate  &  expensive  Trial  of  such  base,  ^Vicked  &  inimical  Con- 
duct, that  their  residence  any  longer  v/ith  us  was  judged  to  be  Dangerous,  ^vherefo^e  by 
one  certain  Law  of  this  State,  made  &  provided  for  Transporting  inimical  Persons,  The 
Court  upon  the  Verdict  of  the  Jury  ordered  Edward  Martindale  &  Elisha  Martindale, 
John  Burgheadt  3''  Gideon  Smith  &  James  Taylor  to  be  conducted  to  the  Board  of  War, 
under  a  proper  Officer  &  a  Sufficient  fiuard  for  that  Purpose,  now  while  we  were  Solacing 
ourselves,  that  Justice  had  taken  Place  &  that  the  Sentence  would  soon  be  put  in  execu- 
tion, &  those  dangerous  Eniniies  restrain'd  of  their  Liberty ;  we  were  at  once  surprised 
with  the  Disagreetible  News  of  those  I'ersons  &  a  great  number  of  others  under  like  Cir- 
curnstances  being  at  full  Liberty  in  the  ( 'apatal  of  this  State,  where  their  helish  splean 
might  have  its  full  latitude,  &  while  we  were  ruminating  on  the  very  disagreeable  Tidings, 
behold  a  number  of  these  Persons  make  their  Personal  Appearance  in  this  County,  we  are 
surprised  Sc  in  this  Alarm  are  constrain'd  to  observe  that  we  the  People  of  Berkshire,  by 
some  of  our  former  Keprcsentatives  have  been  stigmatized  &  branded  as  being  a  Lawless 
and  disobedient  part  of  this  State,  while  we  essert  that  the  hand  of  Violence  was  never 
lifted  so  high  in  opposition  to  the  Legislative  &  executive  Authority  of  this  State  as  by 
those  Dieljolical  emisaries  who  were  sent  to  the  Board  of  War,  who  .are  a  disgrace  to 
Humane  Natiu-e,  Religion,  Reason  &  every  thing  that  is  Honourable  &  praise  Worthy  in 
God's  AVorld  of  Intellegences,  &  all  this  in  the  Face  of  our  supreme  Authority,  &  those 
who  are  the  vilest  of  Men  escape  with  Impunity  and  unnoticed  for  aught  we  know;  Now 
as  faithfull  Friends  to  the  Cause  of  our  Bleeding  Country,  we  are  constrain'd  in  this  Way 
to  call  on  the  Wisdom  &  Segacity  of  our  General  Court,  &  we  flatter  ourselves  we  shall  be 
,  heard  in  that  behalf ;  We  beg  leave  to  give  a  fair  but  imperfect  account  of  several  Crimes, 
that  some  if  not  all  of  those  Persons  are  guilty  of,  beyond  the  least  possibility  of  a  doubt, 
by  a  Number  of  Witnesses  whoes  truth  it  veracity-  will  not  Vie  disputed.  In  the  first 
place  some  of  theni  are  guilty  of  braking  open  Continental  Stores  &  Stealing  large 
quantitys  of  goods,  to  the  amount  of  five  or  six  Hundi'ed  Pounds  &  attempting  to  justify 
their  Conduct  by  saying  we  had  taken  the  same  Goods  from  their  lung,  &  that  they  had 
as  good  or  a  better  right  to  them  than  we,  and  also  in  a  most  private  &  designing  man- 
ner with  a  Number  of"  their  Associates,  collected  in  Great  Barrington,  when  Arming  them- 
selves &  disfiguring  &  painting  their  Faces,  this  Banditti  entered  the  House  of  Timothy 
Younglove,  by  Force,  where  there  \\'as  a  guard  for  the  safe  keeping  of  a  number  of  inimi- 
cal Persons  who  were  legally  apprehended,  they  assaulted  the  Guard,  rescjucd  the  Prison- 
ers &  in  the  Scurmish,"l)adly  wounded  the  Officer,  and  many  other  enormities  done  & 
parpet]-.ated  by  those  Cruel  and  Blood  thusty  Tools  of  the  Tyrant  of  Great  Britain,  and  in 
this  Alarming  Situation,  viewing  ourselves  neglected,  have  no  other  alteruitive  left,  but  to 
jmt  forth  every  Manly  exertion  to  restrain  those  Wicked  &  designing  Men  from  puting 
Into  execution  their  Wicked  &  Cruel  Combinations  &  to  prevent  their  further  disturb- 
ing the  Peace  &  Tranquility  of  the  People  of  this  County,  untill  Law  &  the  Civil 
Authority  be  found  Sufticient  to  bring  them  &  others  to  condign  Punishment,  which  we 
most  earnestly  desire  may  l)e  our  speedy  Situation,  We  have  further  to  inform  your 
Honours,  that  one  of  the  Persons  above  mentioned,  namely  said  John  Burgheadt,  has  since 
his  Absconding  from  the  15oard  of  War  gone  over  to  the  Enemy  &  has  since  been  taken 
in  Taritown  upon  Hudsons  River,  in  arms  against  us,  of  which  Town  the  Enemy  are  now 
in  possession  &  from  late  intcllegcnce  passing  up  tlie  River  And  1)eing  in  this  Alarming 
Situ.ation  have  taken  up,  Elisha  Martindale  aljove  mentioned  &  restrain'd  him  of  his 
Liberty,  for  the  present,  to  prevent  him  from  acting  the  same  Villinous  Part  with  the  said 
Bm-gheadt;  A  Number  of  People  from  fifteen  Towns  in  this  County,  being  collected  .and 
now  at  the  Town  of  Stockbridge  appointed  ijy  their  respective  Towns,  to  consider  upon 
the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  holding  said  Martindale  in  Custody  &  in  what  way  & 
manner.  And  in  the  several  Opinions  &  Debates,  mention  was  made,  that  Justice  Edwards 
would  upon  Complaint  order  said  Martindnle  to  be  committed,  the  Question  ))eing  asked, 
Esqr  Edwards,  answered  that  he  should  decline  doing  anything  in  the  matter  for  the  pres- 
ent, on  account  of  certain  Intellegeuce  that  there  was  a  perticular  act  of  the  General 
Court  requiring  the  Justices  as  well  as  all  other  Civil  &  Military  Officers,  to  take  the  Oath 
of  allegience  by  the  twentieth  of  ISIarch  last,*  but  he  declared  at  the  same  time,  he  was 
ready  &  wUling  to  take  said  Oath  (if  there  was  such  a  one)  &  then  to  proceed  in  his 

*  Compare  the  Icltur  of  Asa  Douglass,  in  note  to  1777-78,  chap.  25,  ante. 
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Office,  for  which  reason  among  others,  it  was  determined  by  a  large  Majority  said  Mar- 
tindale  should  be  rctain'd  in  the  Custody  of  the  People,  and  viewing  all  those  embarris 
mcnts  &  Distresses  which  your  Petitioners  labour  under,  We  most  earnestly  implore  in 
this  our  broken  &  imperfect  Petition  that  your  Uonoiu's  iu  your  great  Wisdom  would  pre- 
scribe &  direct  some  mode  of  proceeding  to  releve  the  i'eai\s  &  distresses  of  your  Peti- 
tioners in  particular  &  the  good  People  of  this  State  in  General  which  shall  opporate 
speedily  &  eflectually  — 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray  and  when  called  upon  by  your 
Ilononis  will  light  our  external  as  well  as  internal  Enimies —  Sign'd  by  order  of  the 
Convention  chosen  by  the  People  at  large 

Stockbridge  April  9'}^  1778.  W.^>  Goodricu 

Isaac  Marsh 
W'"   Walker."—  Ibid.,  vol..  218,  p.  423. 

The  above  petition  was  referred,  April  11th,  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Wood,  Ely,'Dix,  Kimball  and  Pynchon,  of  the  House,  and  Artemas  Ward,  Thomas 
Cushing,  Joseph  Palmer  and  Benjamm  Austin,  of  the  Council;  and,  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  the  following  resolve*  was  passed,  appai-cntly,  as  reported  by  the  committee :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Itepresentativcs  May  l«t  1778 

Wliereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Court  that  a  numl)er  of  Persons  in  the  County 
of  Berkshire  that  have  been  convicted  as  inamical  to  the  United  States  and  sent  to  the 
Board  of  War;  have  returned  to  the  towns  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  Which 
causcth  a  very  great  uneasiness  in  the  several  towns  in  said  County  Therefore 

Resolved  that  all  such  Persons  in  the  Countv  of  Berkshire  as  have  lieen  Conderatwd 
and  sent  to  the  Board  of  War,  as  persons  inamical  to  this  and  the  other  Uniti'd  States ;  and 
are  now  at  large  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  be  immediately  taken  up  and  contined  iu 
Close  CustodyBy  any  of  the  Committes  of  Corespondence  &c  in  any  town  in  said  County, 
'till  the  farther  order  of  the  General  Court  and  the  said  Committes  are  also  hereby 
directed  to  Continue  in  Close  Custody  all  su(di  persons  condemned  as  aforesaid  which  they 
have  contined  without  any  law  or  order  of  the  General  Coiu-t  untill  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court.  And  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Special  Sessions  before  which  such  per- 
sons were  tryed  &  condemned  is  hereby  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Berkshire  a  List  of  all  such  persons  as  were  Sentenced  Ik  committed  by  vktue  of  any 
Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  aforesaid  And  the  keeper  of  the  Goal  in  said  County, 
is  hereby  directed  to  receive  into  his  Custody  all  such  persons  condemned  as  aforesaid  & 
retain  them  'till  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court."  —  Ibid.,  p.  421. 

i?cfore  the  passage  of  the  al)ove  resolve,  the  Legislature  made  the  following  provision 
for  bringing  to  triaC  before  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicatnre,  the  persons  whom,  in  Octo- 
ber previous,  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  and  committee  of  Hancoclc,  they  had  ordered 
to  lie  detained  in  jail  until  released  by  due  course  of  law,  or  by  order  of  the  Council  or  of 
the. General  Court,  and  for  the  trial  of  whom,  they  had,  in  December,  refused  to  apiX)int  a 
special  court,  upon  the  petition  of  Asa  Douglass  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  Council  April  14'.  1778 

t  Whereas  there  is  now  Confined  in  the  Goals  in  the  Counties  of  Hampshire  &  Berk- 
shire iSunchy  persons  who  were  taken  witli  with  our  Enemies  &  in  Armes  against  the 
United  American  States.  And  it  being  of  groat  importance  to  these  States  Ihat  such 
Pavricides  should  Pi,'j(civc  Adequate  Punishment  Therefore 

Pcsolvcd  that  the  Attorney  General  of  this  State  be  and  he  hereby  is  diricted  At  the 
next  superior  Court  of  Judicature  &c  to  be  holden  at  Norihaniirton  within  &  for  the 
ConntLs  of  Ila:np^liiro  &  Bcrkshu'c  to  bring  forward  Process  for  High  Treason  Against 
all  such  persons  Inhal)itancc  of  this  State  as  hav.-  been  ta'.vcn  in  Armes  with  the  Enemies 
of  the  United  Stntes,  and  arc  now  Confined  in  the  Goals  in  the  ('ounties  of  Hampshire  & 
Berkshire.  And  the  Justices  of  the  said  Com't  are  hereby  directed  to  hear  and  determine 
thereon  Agreeable  to  the  act  of  this  State  Against  Treason  &c  Sent  down  for  Concur- 
rence Jn'>  Avery  By  See^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  15'h  1778    Read  &  eoncurrd 

J  Pitts  Spk--  P  Temp 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  18. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  the  General  Court  directed  the  recommitment  of  the  pris- 
oners released  by  the  Board  of  War,  the  following  resolve  J  was  passed  confirming  the 
clause  in  the  resolve  of  October,  which  authorized  the  seizing  and  disposing  of  the  real 
and  personal  estate  of  those  who,  by  that  resolve,  were  ordered  to  be  detained  as  pris- 
oners :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.    In  the  House  of  Representatives  May-1-1778 

on  the  Petition  of  Capt.  Daniel  Goodrich,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  safty  &c.  for  the 
Town  of  Hancock  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  for  the  year  1777.  praying  for  direction, 
with  regard  to  the  real  &  personal  estates  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  of 
Hancock,  which  said  Committee  took  into  their  Custody,  pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  the 
General  Court,  passed  the  fourth  day  of  October  Last, 

Resolved,  that  the  persons,  who  were  Select  Men,  and  Committee  of  safty,  &c,  for  the 
Town  of  Hancock,  in  the  County  of  Berkshire  for  the  year  1777.  Be,  and  hereby  are  im- 
powered  &  directed,  to  keep  in  their  possession  all  the  real  &  personal  Estate  of  such 
persons,  inhabitants  of  said  Town,  who  had  joined  the  Enemy,' which  said  Committee 
have  now  in  their  possession,  by  virtue  of  a  llcsoluc  of  the  General  Court  of  the  fourth  of 
October  Last —    And  that  said  Committee  be  &  hereby  arc  impowered  &  directed  to  pro- 


*  Printed  resolve?  of  the  April  session,  1777-78,  chapter  CLIII. 
t  Ibiil.,  chapter  XLVI. 
j  Jbid.,  chapter  CXLIX. 


988  Province  Laws. — 1778-79.  [Notes.] 

[KEVOLUTIOXAKY   TEUIOD  —  "  STATE."] 

ceed  with  said  real  &  personal  Estates,  according  to  said  resolve,  other  persons  being  since 
chosen  Select  men,&  a  Committee  for  said  Town,  notwithstanding  The  said  persons  to 
be  accountable  to  the  General  Court  for  their  Conduct,  agreable  to  the  tenor  of  the  afore- 
said Resolve —    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Pitts  Spkr  P  Tein 

In  Council  May  1'.  1778    Read  &  Concurred  Jno  Avery  Dy  Secy 

Consented  to" — ;  [Signed  by  seven  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid., p.  429. 

In  the  first  session  of  the  next  Assembly,  the  bill  of  the  present  chapter  was  intro- 
duced. The  design  of  the  act  appears  to  have  been  to  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  validity 
of  the  appointment  of  the  term  for  the  trial  of  the  prisoners  held  on  the  charge  of  treason , 
&c.  The  act  of  1776-77,  chapter  32,  ^  6,  provided  that  the  court  should  be  held  "  within 
such  county  as  the  supreme  executive  authority  of  this  state  shall  order  and  direct,"  and 
though  there  could  be  no  question  of  the  power  of  tlie  whole  Assembly  to  make  this 
appointment,  it  was  not  so  certain  tliat  the  Council  alone  had  sufficient  authority. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  June  12,  1778,  and  there,  four  days  later,  i.^ 
was  passed  to  be  engrossed.  It  was  then  sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurreifbe,  where,  on 
the  19th,  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  seven  amendments  by  which 
the  name  of  Berkshire  County  was  added  to  that  of  Hampshire  wherever  the  latter 
appeared  in  the  bill ;  and  on  the  20th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

At  the  appointed  term,  twelve  indictments  were  tried  under  the  act  above  mentioned ;  and 
of  these,  the  following;  viz.,  Daniel  Peirce  and  Richard  Huddleston,  of  Tree's  Grant,  near 
Williamstown ;  Elijah  Cunningham,  Elijah  Brown,  Martin  Townsend,  John  Franklin, 
Simeon  Franklin,  Thoinas  Rogers,  John  Gardiner,  and  P>cnjamin  Gardner,  all  of  Hancock  ; 
and  Joseph  Vaughan  of  Wilharastown,  — were  acquitted,  but  severally  ordered  to  be  put 
under  bonds  for  their  good  behavior,  in  from  £400  to  £800  penalty.  John  Pell  of  Shcl- 
field,  who  had  been  indicted  at  the  April  term  previous,  and  whose  case  had  been  continued 
to  this  term,  was  convicted  of  having  '-endeavored  to  persuade  Asa  Hiscock  and  Eli 
Lyon  to  enlist  in  the  enemy's  ranks,"  and  was  sentenced  to  be  set  in  the  pillory,  at  Spring- 
field, one  hour,  at  Northampton,  one  hour,  and  to  suffer  two  years'  imprisonment,  and 
pay  the  costs  of  prosecution. 

Chap.  11.  On  the  17th  of  June  the  House  ordered  Messrs.  Bacon,  Wales  and  Greenough 
to  bring  in  a  supply  bill.  On  the  same  day  a  bill  was  reported,  which  passed  through  its 
several  stages,  to  "engrossment,  during  the  two  following  days,  and  was  sent  up  to  the 
Council,  for  concurrence,  with  a  blank  left  in  the  third  section,  for  the  date  on  which 
the  tax  of  1782  was  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury.  On  the  19th,  the  House  sent  for  the  bill, 
and  returned  it  to  the  Council  on  the  20tli,  with  a  proposal  to  fill  this  blank  with  the  words 
''the  first  day  of  July,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three,"  according  to  the  records  of 
the  Council.  This  however  appears  to  be  a  cleriail  error,  for  the  original  bill  shows  the 
amendment  to  have  been  the  substitution  of  the  form  in  which  the  clause  stands  in  the  act, 
for  the  clause  as  originally  reported. 

Chap.  12.  This  tax  act  provided  foi;  raising  the  remainder  of  the  $820,000.00  called  for 
by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  Nov.  22,  1777,  the  first  instalment  of  which  was  raised  by  the 
tax  act  of  1777-78,  chapter  2G,  as  shown  in  the  note  to  that  chapter,  ante. 

Congress  having  required  the  fifteen  battalions  of  the  Continental  troops  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  be  filled  up  by  draught,  the  General  Court,  April  20,  1778,  passed  a»resolve* 
for  raising,  "by  drafts  from  their  militia  or  some  other  way  "two  thousand  men,  who, 
by  the  same  resolve,  were  apportioned  among  the  several  towns ;  and,  on  each  town 
which  should  l)e  deficient  in  its  quota,  a  fine  of  £100  was  ordered  to  be  laid,  in  a  sub;-e- 
quent  tax  act,  for  every  man  wanting  to  make  up  the  number  required.  Besides  the 
reinforcement  thus  ordered  to  be  raised,  thirteen  hundred  men  were  ordered  to  be  detached 
from  the  militia  to  rendezvous  at  Peekskill,  on  the  Hudson,  and  two  hundred  more  to 
march  to  Providence,  for  the  relief  of  Rhode  Island.f  To  encourage  the  towns  to  raise 
their  respective  quotas,  a  resolve  was  passed  granting  £30  for  each  man  so  enlisted  on  or 
'  before  May  20th,  — the  whole  amount  of  this  allowance  to  be  deducted  from  their  respec- 
tive proportions  of  their  next  state  tax.J  Provision  for  effecting  this  deduction  out  of  the 
tax  laid  by  this  chapter,  was  made  by  another  resolve, §  passed  on  the  20th  of  June. 

On  the  iSth  of  June,  a  bill  for  levying  a  tax  of  the  amount  ordered  to  be  apportioned 
and  assessed  by  this  chapter,—  the  same  to  lie  paid  before  October  1st,  1778,— was  ordered 
to  be  prepared  "and  brought  in  by  Messrs.  Noyes,  Gray  and  Wood;  and,  accordingly,  on 
the  same  day,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  reported,  and  was  read  a  first  time  —  the  printed 
act  of  the  previous  year  (chap.  26)  being  used  for  the  purpose,  with  the  necessary  alter- 
ations. On  the  19th,  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  On  the 
same  day,  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed  by  the  Council;  and,  on  the  20th,  it  was  passed 
to  be  enacted  bv  both  branches."  „„,  ,,.,0 

"  State  of  Massachusets  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  23'',  17/8. 

II  Whereas  Doul)ts  have  arisen  respecting  the  true  Intent  &  meaning  of  the  Word 
Inhabitant  in  the  late  Tax  Acts- 
Resolved  that  all  male  Persons  from  sixteen  Years  old  &  upwards  residing  &  doing 
Business  in  any  Town  within  this  State  shall  be  considered  within  the  true  Intent  &  mean- 
ing of  these  Acts  &  the  Assessors  are  directed  to  proceed  to  assess  them  a  accordingly- 
Sent  up  fm-  Concurrence  Sam'-  Freeman   Spk  P  T 
In  Council  June  23^  1778    read,  and  coneurd  with  the  following  amendment,  viz  at  a 
insert  for  their  Trade  and  Faculties  exercised  there,  and  for  their  Polls  if  not  taxed  else 
where.  Sent  down  for  Concurrence  •     Jn?  Avery  Dy  Secy 

*  Printed  resolveB,  chapter  LXVII.         t  Ibid.,  chapter  LXVI.        t  Ibid.,  chapter  XCIX. 
§  Ibid.,  chapter  CXllI.  11  Ibid.,  chapter  CXXL 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  23  1778    Read  and  Concurred 

Sam'-i-  Freeman  Spk  P  T 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].—  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  219, />.  211. 
"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  October  IG  1778 

*  Wliercas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  by  some  Mistalte  there  was  set  on  the  Town  of 
Tewlisljurv  in  tlio  County  of  Middlesex  two  Hundred  Pounds  in  each  of  the  two  last  Tax 
Acts  more  than  their  Proportion  of  said  Taxes 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed  to  send  his  War- 
rant directing  tlic  Assessors  of  the  said  Town  of  Tewksbury  to  Assess  the  Polls  &  Estates 
in  sail!  Town  Agreable  to  the  last  Tax  Act  for  the  sum  of  three  Hundred  &  forty  five 
Pounds  one  shilling  &  two  Pence  Instead  of  Seven  Hnndrd  &  forty  five  Pounds  one  shil- 
ling &  two  Pence  that  was  set  on  said  Town  in  said  Act —    Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

JoHX  Pickering  Spk'' 

In  Council  Ocf  16'.  1778    Read  &  Concurred  Jn?  Avery  Dy  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  — Ibid.,  vol.  220,  jp.  130. 

Chap.  13.     "  State  of  Massachusetts  )     To  the  honorable  the  Council  &  the  honble 

Bay    Hampshire  ss —  j  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen'. Court  assembled 

at  Boston  in  May  1778— most  humbly  shew 

The  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Northampton  in  the 

County  of  Hampshire —    That  all  of  your  Petitioners  live  at  a  greater  Distance  than  six 

Miles  I'roni  tlie  Meeting  house  in  Northampton  altho'  they  are  so  situated  with  Respect  to 

one  another  that  they  may  l)e  well  accomodated  with  a  Place  for  publick  Worship^  That 

the  Inlialiitants  of  the  Town  of  Northampton  in  a  legal  &  full  meeting  have  unanimously 

voted  their  Consent  that  all  the  Lauds  lying  within  four  miles  of  the  West  Line  of  the 

s'j  Town  of  Northampton  together  with  the  Inhabitants  living  on  the  said  Lands  shall  ije 

sett  off  into  a  separate  Town — 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  pray  your  Honors  that  a  Tract  of  Land  in 
Northampton  afores^  bounded  as  follows  viz    Westerly  by  the  dividing  Line  between 
the  Towu  of  Northampton  &  the  Towns  of  Norwich  &  Chesterfield  northerly  by  a  Line 
that  sepcrates  the  s^)  Town  of  Northampton  from  the  Towns  of  Chesterfield  &  VVilliams- 
burgh  easterly  by  a  Line  parallel  with  tlie  west  Line  of  the  Town  of  Northampton  at  the 
Distance  of  four  miles  therefrom  &  southerly  by  the  dividing  Line  between  Northampton 
&  Southampton  together  with  all  the  Inhabitants  living  on  the  sJ,  Tract  of  Land  may  be 
incorporated  into  a  scperate  Town  l)y  the  Name  of  Wjjsthampton  &  be  vested  with  all  the 
Powers  Priviledges  &  Immunities  which  Towns  in  this  State  are  by  Law  entitled  to — 
All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted  &  as  in  Dutj^  bound  shall  pray 
Northam|)ton  June  2<i  1778 
Noah  Strong  Timothy  Thaybe  Stephen  tyler 

Ephraim  Wright  Jun"  Ebenezer  Clark  3"  Elias  Thayer 

Seth  Burk  Nathan  tyler  Asa  Thayer 

Eli  French  Zachariah  Curtis  Timethy  Phelps 

Samuel  Kingsley  Jon^  Wales  Elezeu  Stearxs 

John  Strong  John  Baker  Jun^  Azariah  Lyjian 

Sylvester  Judd  Abiathar  French  Reuben  Wright 

Ebenezer  Gee  Abiathar  French  Jun"  Peter  mountague 

Jonathan  FROST  Noah  Hayward  Samuel  Edwards  Jun^ 

William  Bartlet  Skelton  Felton  Joseph  Kingsley 

RuFus  Lyman  Jon'^  Clark  Aaron  Fisher 

Martin  Claric  Elihu  Chilson  Jonathan  Fisher 

Noah  Edwards  Nathan  Clark  Oliver  Post 

Noah  Parsons  John  Parsons  Jun"  Elihu  Bartlet 

Abner  Claflin  David  Parsons  Thomas  Elwell 

Justin  Edwards  Elijah  tyler  Joel  Bartlet 

Joseph  CHiLSON."-3/as». 
Files:  Bills,  1778. 
"  At  a  legal  Town  meeting  Held  at  Northampton  on  Monday  the  ninth  day  of  March 
Anno  Domini  1778 

On  a  Petition  of  the  Inhabitant  of  the  Westerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Northampton  the 
Town  Voted  their  Consent  that  all  the  Lands  lying  within  four  miles  of  the  West  line  of 
the  sit  Town  of  Northampton  together  with  the' Inhabitants  living  on  the  s"}  s^  Lands 
Should  be  set  oflT  from  the  s^J  Town  of  Northampton  &  be  Incorporated  into  a  Scperate 
Town  or  District  *  Attest        Elijah  Hunt      Town  Clerk  of  the 

June  2"  1778  Town  of  Northampton."  — /i/f?. 

The  forciroing  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  September  16th,  and  committed  to 
Messrs.  Kollock,  Davis  and  Cutts,  who  reported  it  back  on  the  18th,  together  with  the 
accompanying  certificate  ))y  the  town  clerk  of  Northampton,  and  a  recommendation  that 
the  petitioners  have  liberty  to  l)ring  in  a  bill  as  prayed  for.  The  report  was  accepted 
forthwith,  and,  September  21st,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House. 
On  the  22d,  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  the  24th,  it  was  passed,  I>y  both 
branches,  to  be  engrossed,  and  on  the  29th,  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  14.    *'  State  of  th*e  Massachusetts  Bay    To  the  honorable  Council  &  the  honble 
Hampshire  ss  House  of  Representatives  in  GenL  Court 

assembled  at  Boston  in  May  1778  most 

humbly  shew 
The  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Northampton  in  the  County  of  Hamp- 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  session,  chapter  CLXV. 
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shire  that  your  Petitioners  live  at  the  Distance  of  six  Miles  from  the  Meeting  House  in 
Northampton  &  not  more  than  three  Miles  from  the  Meetinghouse  in  Southampton  That 
the  Inhabitants  of  Northampton  in  a  legal  Town  Meeting  have  Voted  their  Consent  that 
your  Petitioners  with  their  Farms  on  which  they  live  should  be  setoff  from  Northampton 
&  be  annexed  to  Southampton,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  Southampton  in  a  like  legal 
Meeting  have  declared  their  Consent  that  your  Petitioners  should  with  their  Farms  be 
annexed  to  &  Iwcome  a  Part  of  their  Town — 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  pray  your  Honors  that  they  with  the  Farms 
they  live  upon  may  be  annexed  to  Southampton  &  forever  hereafter  be  considered  as 
belonging  thereto —    And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  pray 

MoSES   B.VRTLIT  CALEB   POMROY 

Elijah  roMROY  Experience  Bartlit."  —  Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1778. 

"  At  a  legal  Town  Meeting  held  at  Northampton  on  Friday  the  22^  day  of  May  Current 
by  adjournment 

The  Town  Voted  That  they  did  Consent  that  Moses  Bartlit  Elijah  Pomeroy  Caleb 
Pomeroy  &  Experience  Bartlit  with  their  families  &  Farms  Sbould  be  Set  off  from  tlic 
Town  of  Northampton  &  be  Annexed  to  the  Town  of  Southampton 

Northampton  May  23''  1778  Test    Elijah  Hunt  Modcrtr   at  s§  meeting 

A  true  Copy    Attest    Elijah  Hunt  Town  Clerk 
of  sj  Town  of  Northampton."  —  Ibid. 

"  At  a  Legal  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Southampton  holden  upon  the  Eleaventh 
Day  of  May  Anno  Domini  1778.  the  following  Vote  was  passed.    Viz. 

To  Accept  Elijah  Pomeroy,  Moses  Battlett  &  Caleb  Pomeroy  Junr.  to  join  with  this 
Town  in  Case  they  can  get  a  Discharge  from  Northampton. — 

Southampton  May.29tb  1778.        Alrue  Copy  from  record 

Test        JoNA  JuDD  JuN     Dy  Town  Clerk."  —  7i/f^. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Kollock, 
Davis  and  Cutts,  Sept.  16,  1778,  and  two  days  later  this  committee  returned  the  petition 
and  the  accompanying  papers,  with  a  report  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  and 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly.  This  report  was  at  once 
accepted,  and  on  the  21st,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House.  On 
the  24th,  it  was  passed,  by  both  branches,  to  be  engrossed,  and  on  the  29th,  it  was  passed 
to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  15.  "  Middlesex  ss  :  At  3,  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Inferioi** 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  at  Cambridge  in  and  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  May  Anno  Domini  1778 

Henry  Gardner,  Josiah  Stone,  Oliver  Prescott,  Eleazer  Brooks  &  Jonathan  Brown 
Esq7  are  desired  by  the  Courts,  to  apply  to  the  General  Court  of  this  State  for  a  Law  to 
hold  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  &  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
which  by  Law  are  now  to  be  holden  at  Groton  on  the  last  Tuesday'  of  November  to  be 
holden  at  that  Time  at  Cambridge,  and  that  those  Courts  now  to  be  holden  at  Cambridge 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May  be  hence  forth  holden  at  that  Time  at  Groton. 

AttJ.         Tfad  Mason   C'ler."  —  Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1778. 

A  memorandum  of  the  foregoing  request  of  the  court  of  sessions  of  Middlesex  is 
filed  with  the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Council.  No  record  of  any  pelition  or  proceed-  . 
ing  relative  to  this  act  has  been  found  earlier  than  the  second  session  of  the  General  Court. 
After  tVo  readings,  and  having  been  passed  to  be  engrossed,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was 
sent  down  to  the  House,  September  21st,  where  it  was  read  a  first  time,  on  the  same  day, 
a  second  time,  on  the  22d,  and  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  23d.  It  was  passed  to 
be  enacted,  on  the  29th,  by  both  branches. 

Chap.  16.  "Sept.  24,  1778.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gorhain,  Mr.  Choate  and  Maj. 
Goodman  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  lengthening  the  Time  in  which  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance  may  be  taken  by  the  Officers  within  this  State;  and  the  Committee  are  directed 
to  insert  therein  a  Clause  directing  the  Brigadiers  to  see  that  the  said  Oath  is  tendered  to 
the  Military  Officers."  —  Uouse  Joui-nal,  p.  53. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  order,  the  bill  of  this  act  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  there  passed  to  be  engrossed,  September  26th,  and  was  immediately  sent  up  for  con- 
currence. On  the  29th,  the  Council  concurred  in  the  hi!!,  with  two  amendments  by  which 
the  last  three  lines  of  the  preamble  were  added,  except  the  first  word  "for"  (which,  in 
the  bill  as  first  reported,  was  followed  by  the  words  "  that  purpose,"  —  stricken  out  by 
tills  amendment) ;  and  ten  words  were  inserted  after  the  word  "prolonged,"  in  the  third 
line  of  the  first  section.  The  House  concurred  in  tliese  amendments,  on  the  same  day, 
and,  on  the  second  of  October,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  17.  On  the  19th  of  September,  the  House  passed  an  order  for  a  joint  committee, 
"  to  examine  the  temjiorary  laws,  and  report  a  bill  for  reviving  and  continuing  such  as  are 
expired  and  near  expiring^  "  but  the  Council  had  already  i»repared  such  a  l)ill,  which,  on 
the  same  day,  having  ])assed  to  lie  engrossed,  was  sent  down  for  concurrence.  The  bill 
was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  September  21st,  and  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be 
engrossed,  October  2d,  and,  three  days  later,  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  18.  On  the  1.5th  of  June,  1713,  six  fiimilics  in  Newton,  "  lying  next  to  the  south 
part  of  Roxbury,"  \vere,  by  order  of  the  General  Court,  released  from  ministerial  charges 
in  Newton,  so  long  as  they  should  continue  to  attend  and  contribute  towards  the  support 
of  regular  worship  in  Ilo.xljury. 

In  1775,  a  similar  movement  was  begun  in  the  westerlj'  part  of  Newton  by  the  presen 
tation  of  the  following  petition :  — 
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"To  the  Honorable  Council  and  House  of  Represent'  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  ia 
General  Court  Assembled  at  Watertown  the  29*  Day  of  November  A  D.  1775. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Westwardly  Part  of  the  Towa  of 
Newton.    Humbly  Sheweth 

That  Your  Petitioners  and  many  others  in  s^  Westwardly  Part  Live  at  a  great  Distance 
from  the  old  Meetiu':;  House  (so  Called)  in  said  Town  Who,  with  their  Predecessors, 
had  fur  many  Years  been  put  to  Extraordinary  Dilficulty  in  attending  the  Publick  Wor-  ' 

sliip  of  God  in  s<J  House  Especially  in  Winter  Seasons  and  they  and  "their  Families  often 
Detain'd  therefrom  l)y  Storms  &  bad  Travelling,  and  in  Order  that  they  might  oftncr& 
with  more  Convenience  attend  Publick  Worship,  they  Built  a  Meeting  House  at  their  own 
Cost  more  tiian  Eleven  Years  ago,  and  Supported  Preaching  thereinevery  Winter  Since, 
and  in  Private  Houses  Chief  of  the  Winters  for  alrout  Thirty  Years  before  which  has  been 
very  Burthensome;  and  what  has  Added  to  their  Burthen  is  their  being  Obliged  to  Pay 
their  ProportionaI)le  Part  of  the  Ministerial  Taxes  which  a  Number  of  Families  at  the 
Southwardly  Part  of  the  Town  have  been  Exempted  fi'om  more  than  Forty  Years  past 
who  do  not  Live  so  Reniot  from  s'.'  old  Meeting  House  as  a  greater  number  of  Your  Peti- 
tioners; The  which  is  Humbly  Conceived  to  be  a  Cruel  hardship,  and  Deprivation  of  a 
Privilege' which  they  have  been  Compelled  to  allow  to  others 

Your  Petitioners  while  Labouring  under  these  Dilficulties  and  Burthens  (too  hard  to  be 
Borne)  and  Desirous  that  Peace  and  Unanimity  might  Continue  in  the  Town,  have 
Repeatedly  applied  to  the  other  Inhabitants  for  Relief,  humbly  Pi,equesting  that  they 
would  b'ji.r  a  Part  of  said  Burthens,  but  the  Majority  of  them  Ijcing  so  attached  to  thefr 
own  Interest  and  Regardless  of  the  Interest  &  Welfare  of  Your  Petitioners  that  no  help 
c(Mild  be  obtain'd,  notwithstanding  their  Enjoyment  of  greater  Privileges  to  Enable  them 
(and  their  Superior  Al)ilities,  in  general)  to  bear  Publick  Charges,  as  there  now  Remauis 
no  other  Means  to  Obtain  Justice  but  l)y  applying  to  this  Honorable  Court  Your  Peti- 
tioners therefore  most  humljly  Pray  that  Your  Honors  would  be  Pleased  to  Encourage 
their  Enjoying  that  Invalual)le  Privilege  of  having  the  Gospel  Dispensed  to  them  at  all 
Seasons  of  the  Year  for  the  Future,  by  Ordering  the  s"^  Town  of  Newton  to  Grant  a  Tax 
Yearly  for  Defreying  the  Charge  of  Preaching  in  the  Meeting  House  Built  by  your  Peti- 
tioners as  aforesaid  in  the  Months  of  Deceml)er,  January,  February  &  March  annually, 
or  otherwise  as  in  your  Wisdom  shall  be  thought  most  Expedient,  and  Your  Humble 
Suppliants  (as  in  Duty  Bound)  shall  Ever  Pray. 

Alex.\xder  sHErp.vED  John  Pigeon 

Abuaham  Fuller  Peter  Durell."  —  Mass.  Archives, 

vol.  Inl,  p.  352. 

Upon  this  petition  the  Council,  in  which  branch  it  was  first  read,  ordered  notice  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Newton,  to  appear  on  the  26th  of  December,  and  shew  cause  why  the 
prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted;  but  other  urgent  business  of  the  session  prevented 
further  action  at  that  time. 

The  project  was  renewed  three  j'ears  later,  by  the  following  petition  :  — 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Council,  &  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  in  General  Court  Assembled  at  Boston  January  14"'  1778 

The  Memorial  of  the  Subscribers,  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  "Newton  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex  &  State  aforesaid    Humbly  Sheweth — 

That  your  Memorialists  &  their  Predecessors,  being  Settled  in  the  Westerly  part  of  said 
Newton,  have  labored  under  great  difficulty  for  more  than  a  Century  past  m  Attending 
the  Public  Worship  of  God  in  the  old  Meeting  House  (so  called)  from  the  situation  of 
the  old  meeting  House  aforesaid ;  being  but  one  mile  &  120  rods  from  tbe  South  East  line 
of  said  Town,  as  appears  In'  a  Plan  taken  by  order  of  said  Town;  and  also  by  reason  of 
the  badness  of  Travelling  being  chiefly  by  lanes,  which  in  Winter  seasons  are  frequently 
rendered  impassible — 

Your  Memorialists  in  early  Day,  being  but  few  in  Number,  their  Pacific  Inclination 
prevented  a  Complaint  of  their  burthens,  about  the  year  1737  they  being  increased  in 
Number;  hired  a  learned  Protestant  Minister  (by  Subscription)  to  preach  the  Gospel  to 
them  during  the  Winter  season;  which  method  was  pursued  with  Intermissions  nntill  the 
Year  1762  without  complaining  or  seeking  redress — at  which  time  their  Numbers  being 
greatly  increased,  did  enter  into  a  more  firm  Union  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel ;  did 
then  engage  the  Revii.  Samuel  Williams  now  Pastor  of  a  Church  in  Bradford,  for  Two 
Winters— but  a  difficulty  then  arising,  of  obtaining  a  suitable  place  for  Public  Wor- 
ship; which  Iiefore  had  often  been  tire  case — led  your  Memorialists  to  consider  of  the 
Expediency  of  building  a  House  suital)le  for  said  Service;  as  they  were  then  so  greatly 
increased  in  Number  that  no  private  House  could  conveniently  contain  them — did  there- 
fore in  1764  at  their  own  cost  &  Charge ;  Erect  a  Convenient  House  for  that  purpose ;  on 
much  the  largest  road  thro,  said  Town— .\nd  nearly  the  same  distance  from  the  North- 
west Boundary ;  that  the  old  Meeting  House  is  from  the  South  East  Boundary  of  said 
Town  ;  &  as  near  the  Centre  of  said  Town  into  70  Rods— as  appears  by  a  reportof  a  Com- 
mittee chosen  for  that  purpose  —who  examined  tlie  Plan  aforesaid  in  which  meeting 
house  they  have  had  learned  Protestant  Ministers  to  dispense  the  Gospel  to  them  every 
Winter  since  — 

Your  Memorialists  being  burthened  as  aforesaid  and  the  Extraordinary  expence  of 
Supporting  the  Gospel,  which  for  Sixteen  Years  last  past;  has  l)een  more  than  that  of  all 
the  other  Parts  of  the  Town—  did  in  November  A.D.  1775  present  a  Petition  to  the 
Great  and  General  Court  then  Assembled  at  Watertown  Praying  for  some  Relief  of  their 
great  Burthen  ;  having  no  other  mean  to  obtain  it— which  Petition  was  read  &  an  order 
Passed  that  the  Petitioners  serve  the  adverse  party  with  a  Copy  that  they  Shew  cause  if 
any  they  have:  why  the  praver  of  of  the  Peniiju  .-^ii  )uld  not  be  granted— but  important 
Public  Business  prevented  a  farther  examination — 
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Your  memorialists  being  very  unwillins  to  trouble  this  Ilouif  Court  with  a  decision  of  a 
Matter  (as  we  humbly  conceive)  so  plain  &  obvious — did  on  the  8">  day  of  Dec.  last 
petition  to  the  Town  again  for  some  relief  but  were  again  denied  by  a  very  Small  Majority 
(as  has  usually  been  the  case) — at  this  time  we  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  Ministerial 
Taxes  in  said  Town  is  not  Two  farthings  on  the  Poll  each  Sabbath ;  and  had  we  obtained 
the  Prayer  of  our  Petition  would  not  have  raised  the  Poll  Tax  to  Three  Farthings  as 
aforesaid— the  foregoing  are  facts  we  are  ready  to  prove—  And  now  having  no  other 
means  whereby  we  may  hope  for  redress,  from  our  great  Burthens ;  but  the  Interposition 
of  this  Honorable  Court — 

Therefore  most  humbly  Pray,  that  your  Honors  would  be  Pleased  to  order,  that  a  suf- 
ficient sum  of  Money  be  paid  Annually  out  of  the  Town  Treasury  of  said  Newton;  for 
the  support  of  the  Gospel  in  said  Westerly  part;  or  that  our  Ministerial  Taxes  &  also  the 
the  Ministerial  Taxes  of  such  as  live  nearer  the  new  meeting  House  aforesaid  &  usually 
congregate  in  said  Meeting  House  be  abated  &  that  they  be  impowered  to  Tax  themselves 
for  the  support  of  the  Gospel — or  that  your  Memorialists  with  those  living  within  them 
may  be  set  otf  from  sd  Newton  with  Parish  Priviledgcs—  Or  that  your  Honors  would  be 
pleased  to  Grant  us  such  other  Relief  as  to  you  in  your  great  wisdom  &  Tenderness  shall 
think  most  Expedient —  &  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  Pray — 


Ebenb  Seger 
JoN^  Williams 
Nathan  Fuller 
Saml  Jenks 
John  Fuller 
JosiAH  Knap 
George  Bacon 
John  Parker  Junk 
Joseph  Adams  Jun" 
William  Upham  Jun" 
William  Cheney  Junk 
Daniel  Cheney 
Philemon  Woodward 
John  Lewis 
Stephen  Hastings 
Joshua  Fuller 
JosiAH  Fuller 
Lazs  Andrews  Beal 
John  Bogle 
Mary  Dana 
Joseph  Hide  Jun 
Moses  Hide 


Aaron  Bond 
Alexr  Shepard  Jun? 
Marey  Jackson 
Joshua  Jackson 
David  Fuller 
Aaron  Hasting 
Samuel  Child 
John  Hastings 
Abigail  Barber 
Joseph  Jackson 
Phinehas  Bond 
Sam';  Woodavard 
Ebenezer  Willtabis 
Josjl.  Bullough* 
NathI'  Greenough 
Abijah  Abbot 
Hannah  Wheat 
Anna  Fuller 
Rich"  Fuller 
John  Andrews 
Mary  Miller 
Henry  Seger 


Daniel  Fuller 
BiNA  Parker 
Joseph  Adams 
Elisha  Seaverns 
William  McIntosu 
Benjamin  Prentice 
Amos  Hide 
Samuel  Jackson 
JosiAH  Seger 
Nathaniel  Seger 
Isaac  Cory 
John  Parker 

WiLLiM      HOOGS 

Dad  Hager 
Daniel  Jackson 
Philip  Hide 
Nathan  Morse 
Peter  Daball 
Joshua  Jackson  Jun" 
Edward  Jackson 
Jonathan  Shepard 
Samuel  Craft 
JosiAH  Fuller  Jun." — 
Ibid.,  vol.  217,  p.  11. 

This  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  January  30th,  whennoticeftothe  "  adverse  party  " 
was  ordered,  as  on  the  former  petition,  returnal^le  on  the  "  second  Tuesday  of  the  next 
sitting  "  of  the  General  Court.  On  the  second  of  February  this  order  was  concurred  in 
by  the  Council. 

A  committee  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  Newton,  and  consisting 
of  several  of  the  signers  of  the  above  petition,  presented  a  memorial,  the  day  before  the 
hearing,  setting  forth  the  fact  of  the  presentation  of  the  petition  aforesaid  and  reciting  the 
order  of  notice  thereon,  and  concluding  as  follows  :  — 

"  Your  Memorialists  have  Complied  with  the  aforesaid  Resolve  and  served  the  Town 
Clerk  of  said  Newton  with  a  Copy  thereof  as  directed  But  by  said  Resolve  the  parties 
are  to  attend  this  Honbie  Court  At  the  place  where  the  Court  shall  then  be  Assembled; 
which  place  your  Memorialists  humbly  conceive  will  not  be  so  likely  to  obtain  facts 
Relative  to  the  premises,  as  it  would  be  if  the  parties  were  to  be  heard  in  said  Town  of 
Newton — from  these  motives —  Your  Memorialists  most  humbly  pray,  that  a  Committee 
may  be  appointed  (at  the  Cost  &  Charge  of  your  Memorialists)  to  'hear  the  parties  in 
said  Newton  upon  the  Day  before  appointed,  at  such  Place  in  said  Town,  as  said  Com- 
mittee shall  think  most  proper  &  as  In  Duty  bound  ever  pray — 

Jon  A  Williams        WiLLiil  Hoogs  1  Committee  for  the  Inhabi- 

JosEPn  Jackson        Alexr  Shepard  Jun^    1  tants  of  the  Westerly  part 

Nathan  Fuller        Nathi-  Greenough         [of   Newton."— /6(V/.,  ro^. 

Ben  Parker  J  218,j9.  37. 

Upon  this  memorial  the  House  ordered  that  Mr.  Ely  bring  in  a  resolve  granting  the 

prayer  thereof,  who,  accordingly,  prepared  a  resolve,  which  was  accepted  l)y  both  branches, 

in  concurrence,  appointing  Messrs.  Hall  and  King,  of  the  House,  and  Wlietcorab,  of  the 

Council,  a  committee  to  view  the  premises,  hear  the  parties,  and  thereupon  report  to  the 

General  Coui't. 

This  committee  proceeded,  at  once,  with  their  duties.  MeanwhHe  a  committee  chosen 
Ijy  the  town  of  Newton  to  oppose  the  aforesaid  petition,  appeared,  on  the  day  appointed 
for  the  hearing,  and  filed  the  following  objection ;  — 

" 'I'o  the  Honorable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  in  General  Court  Assembled,  April  14"'  A:  D;  1778,— 

We  the  Subscribers  being  a  Committee  Chosen  by  the  Town  of  Newton  to  appear  at  the 
General  Com-t  in  the  behalf  of  the  Town  to  make  answer  to  the  Petition  of  Sundry  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Westwardly  part  of  the  Town  Ijcg  leave  to  Say  ;— 


*  This  name  is  obscure. 


t  rrinted  resolves,  chapter  CII. 
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That  we  Huinl^ly  Conceive  that  a  Draught  out  of  the  Treasuiy  or  to  abate  their  Minis- 
teral  Tax  woukl  be  unreasonable  as  it  would  Draw  money  from  a  great  number  of  tlie 
Inhabitants  of  Said  Town  who  live  at  a  greater  Distance  from  the  old  meeting  house  than 
many  of  the  Petitioners  Do, — and  have  Equal  reason  to  ask  the  Same  favour —  Further- 
more we  Conceive  the  Estate  of  the  petitioners  is  not  one  tifth  part  of  the  town, — we  there- 
hn-Q  apprehend  that  to  grant  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  would  be  greatly  Detremental  to 
tlio  Peace  and  Unity  of  the  Town  which  we  Doubt  not  your  Honors  have  So  much  at 
heart  that  it  will  have  its  Due  weight  with  you — therefore  we  Pray  that  the  petition  may  be 
Dismiss, d; — 

Bexj'J^  Hammond         John  Woodward         Jeremiah  Wiswall." — Ibid.,p.S5. 
The  following  request  was  also  made  by  certain  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  the 
town :  — 

"  This  may  Certify  whom  it  may  Concern  that  we  the  Subscribers  inhabitants  of  the 
westwardly  part  of  Newton  living  Intermix'd  with  those  who  have  Petitioned  the  Honn- 
ourable  Coiu-t  of  this  State  to  be  Set  olF  as  a  Parish — that  we  are  against  the  Motion  and 
pray  that  we  and  our  Estates  may  not  be  Set  off, — 

Josi:ph  Ward  Joseph  Craft  Stephen  White 

Amariah  Fuller  4-Robert  Bull  S.oiuel  Burridgb 

Edward  Fuller  +EbenezR  Hinds  Thomas  Beal 

Mary  Durant."— 76?'c?.,;>.  3G. 
Two  days  later,  the  committee  last  chosen  by  the  General  Court,  made  their  report  as 
follows :  —  0 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  on  the  petition  of  Alexander  Shepard  Jun";  &  others. 
Inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Newton — Praying,  that  they  may  be  im- 
powered  to  di"aw  out  of  the  Treasury  of  said  Newton,  a  sum  of  Money,  sufficient  to  sup- 
port the  Gospel  in  said  westerly  part  of  said  Town— be  abated  their  ministerial  Taxes,  or 
be  set  off  a  parish — 

Having  been  to  said  Town,  heard  both  parties  by  thek  Respective  Committees,  &  viewed 
the  premises,  beg  Leave  to  Report,  as  our  oppinion.  That  the  petitioners,  with  their  estates, 
be  set  off  a  parish  and  Endow'd  with  all  Parish  priviliges,  together,  with  such  other  per- 
sons, &  their  estates,  who  are  intermixed  with  them,  &  sliall  desire  it,  within  six  months, 
after  the  said  petitioners,  be  set  off  as  aforesaid —    All  which  is  suljmited 

John  Whetcomb  4^  order 
In  Council  April  16'  1778    Read  &  Accepted  and  thereupon  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners 
have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Purposes  mentioned  in  the  Above  report    Sent  down 
for  Conciu-rence  Jn7  Avert  D>'  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  16.  1778    Read  &  concurr'd ' 

J'  Warren  Spk' 
Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Cotmcil]  •  —  Ibid.,  p.  34. 
The  General  Court  was  prorogued  on  the  first  of  May,  without  further  action  upon  tlie 
subject  of  this  chapter ;  but  the  matter  was  brought  up  in  the  next  Assembly  by  a  bill 
with  the  same  title  as  this  chapter,  which  was  read,  in  tlie  House,  a  first  time,  June  22d, 
and,  on  the  next  day,  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  The  pro- 
rogation of  the  Assembly,  on  the  '23d  of  June,  ended  the  business  for  that  session ;  but  at 
the  second  session  it  was  revived  by  the  following  memorial :  — 

"  To  The  Honorable  the  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Assembled  at  Boston  Sep- 
tember 16"'  1778. —  The  Memorial  of  Alexander  Shepard  Jun^  Nathan  Fuller  Nathaniel 
Greenough  and  Benjamin  Parker  a  Committee  chosen  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Westerly 
part  of  the  Town  of  Newton —    Humbly  Sheweth — 

That  said  Inhabitants  obtained  leave  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  setting  of  the  said  Westerly  part  of  Newton  into  a  Seperate  Parish —  In 
di-af  ting  which  Bill  great  care  was  taken  not  to  include  any  person,  nor  the  Estate,  or  any 
part  of  the  Estate  of  any  person  against  then*  Will ;  whereby  they  should  be  Subject  to  a 
Tax  in  said  Precinct —  In  ckawing  the  line  Yom-  Memorialist  began  on  one  extreme  part 
of  the  Petitioners  for  said  Parish  and  run  on  a  direct  line  to  the  other  extreme  of  said  I'eti- 
tioners  as  no  other  line  could  be  di-awn  without  a  very  great  Number  of  very  different 
Courses,— We  have  included  no  one  Farm  or  Family  but  such  as  were  Intermixed  with  the 
Petitioners  aforesaid,  but  had  that  been  the  Case  and  we  had  included  Twenty  More  Fam- 
ilies —  we  humbly  conceive  it  would  have  been  no  other  injmy  to  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town,  but  that  of  Lodging  their  Names  in  the  Secretarys  OfHce  and  the  including  non- 
Residents  Lands,  the  former  of  which  could  be  no  great  hardship,  and  the  latter  none  at 
all— as  not  more  than  one  thhd  part  of  said  Town  is  included  in  said  Parish —  Your 
iSIcmorialists  in  a  late  confei'ence  with  the  Honbje  Abraham  Fuller  Esq''  (whom  we  con- 
sider as  one  of  our  greatest  opposers)  requested  that  Gentlemans  advice  relative  to  said 
Bill — but  he  utterly  refused  it  and  said,  *  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it;  I  dont  choose 
to  have  my  Land  Taxed  to  the  Parish,  bring  in  a  Bill  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  &  I  have 
no  objection '  and  at  the  same  time  acknowledged  it,  as  his  opinion,  if  we  Formed  the  Bill 
agreeable  to  the  Resolve  we  could  not  Tax  the  non  Residents  Lands ;  which  we  Esteem  a 
Great  Privilcdgo  allowed  to  Parishes  by  a  law  of  this  State—  If  therefore  we  had  com- 
plied with  the  letter  of  said  Resolve,  (with  due  defference)  we  conceive  we  should  have 
run  counter  to  the  Spirit  — 

Your  Memorialist's  have  offered  the  Coinittee  on  the  part  of  the  Town  a  Conference  in 
order  to  a  Mutual  settlement  of  disputes  (if  any)  but  they  Evade  it —  from  which  we 
cannot  but  conclude  the  intent  of  the  adverse  party  in  endeavoring  to  protract  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Bill,  is,  that  they  may  obtain  another  Ministerial  Tax  on  the  aforesaid 
Petitioners — 

As  it  is  the  wish  of  your  Memorialists  not  to  retain  any  Person  in  said  Precinct  con- 
trary to  their  Inclination  if  there  is  any  defect  in  said  Bill  whereby  any  Person  who  live 
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on  the  East  side  of  said  line,  or  any  part  of  their  Estates  may  be  subject  to  a  Tax  on  the 
West  side  of  said  line,  or  any  Part  of  the  Estates  of  any  of  those  on  the  West  side  of  said 
line  may  lie  subject  to  a  Ministerial  Tax  on  the  East  side  of  said  line —  Your  Memo- 
rialist most  humbly  Pray  that  your  Honors  would  be  pleased  to  malie  such  Amendinents 
or  Proviso,  to  said  Bill  as  may  give  fi-ee  Liberty  of  Conscience  to  each  party—  And  as  in 
Duty  bound  ever  Prays — 

Alexk  Shepard  Jun*  Ben  Parker 

NATni-  Greenough  Nath^  Fuller." — Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1778. 

This  memorial,  together  with  a  petition,  hereunder  given,  from  the  town  of  Newton,  was 
read,  in  Council,  September  23d,  and  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Benjamin 
White,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Gj-eenleaf,  and  Phillips  of  Andover,  of  the  House,  to 
consider  the  same  and  the  accompanying  papers,  "  hear  the  parties,  and  report  what  may 
be  best  to  be  done  thereon." 

The  petition  of  the  town  of  Newton,  and  the  accompanying  papers  referred  to  above,, 
were  as  follows :  — 

"  To  the  Honorable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  General  Court  Assembled    Sep:  16'*'  A :  D  1778, 

We  the  Subscribers  being  a  Committee  Chosen  hj  the  Town  of  Newton  to  make  answer 
to  the  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  westwardly  Part  of  Said  Town  Relative  to 
there  being  Set  off  into  a  Separate  Precint  begg  leave  to  Object  against  a  bill  Exhibited 
to  this  Honorable  Court  in  June  last  for  the  Pui-pose  afforesaid 

1  Because  we  apprehend  Said  bill  is  not  Agreeable  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  and 
Resolve  of  this  Honorable  Court  upon  the  Same, 

2J  as  it  will  Take  in  large  Tracts  of  land  belonging  to  men  Living  on  the  East  Side  of 
the  line  fixt  in  Said  bill  And  as  the  bill  now  Stands  we  ■  Apprehend  Said  Land  is  liable  to 
be  taxt  to  Said  Precint  which  we  View  as  a  grievance, 

3<'  As  it  takes  in  a  Valuable  woodlot  Call,d  the  Church  Lot  which  we  Apprehend  ought 
to  be  Exempt  out  of  Said  Precint,  and  no  Provision  is  made  therefor  in  Said  Bill, 

For  these  and  other  Reasons  we  Begg  the  favour  of  being  heard  by  this  Honorable  Court 
before  Said  bill  passes  Into  a  Law.  Benja  Hammond   )  rn-m-minoa  »      r/.,v7 

John  Woodward  \  committee.   —Ibid. 

"  To  the  Honbie  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay —  Sep""  16 
1778 

Whereas  at  the  Request  of  a  Comittee  chosen  by  the  Town  of  Ne^vton  to  defend  a  Peti- 
tion preferred  to  the  General  Court  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Westerly  part 
of  said  Town —  I  the  subscriber  signed  a  Request,  that  I  might  not  be  set  off  with  the 
Westerly  part  as  a  Parish  but  after  mature  deliberation,  not  knowing  but  my  husliaiid 
may  be  alive —  Pray  your  Honors  would  consider  said  Request  as,  if  I  had  not  signed 
it  and  that  I  with  my  Estate  may  be  set  to  that  Parish  which  your  Honors  shall  think 
most  convenient  and  as  in  Duty  Bound  ever  Prays —  Mart  Durant." — Ibid. 

"  To  The  Honorable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  General  Court  Assembled  at  Boston  Sep''  I6"»  1778 

We  the  subscribers  not  having  an  Opportunity  to  sign  a  Memorial  presented  to  the 
Great  &  General  Coiu-t  in  January  last  by  the  Inhabitant  of  the  ^Vesterly  part  of  New- 
ton, Praying  that  they  may  be  sett  oflf  from  said  Town  as  a  Parish  —  being  intermixed 
with  said  Inhabitants,  AVe  Pray  that  we  may  be  annexed  to  said  Parish  &  enjoy  the 
same  privileges  as  if  we  had  signed  the  Memorial  aforesaid  —  and  as  in  Duty  bound 
ever  prays  &c 

Francis  Wright  John  Brown  Juner  John  Seager 

Elijah  Houghton  Wm  Park  Benjaman  Adams 

Michel  Welsh  Roger  Adams  John  Shepard 

Robert  Bull  Smith  Adams  Ariel  Turner 

Moses  Craft."  —  Ibid. 
"The  following  is  a  true  List  of  All  the  Persons  in  the  Westerly  part  of  the  Town  of 
Newton,  who  have  appeared,  to  oppose  said  Westerly  part  being  Set  off  as  a  sepcrate 
Precinct— with  theii'  last  Ministerial  Taxes  Respectively  affixed  to  their  Names  taken  from 
the  Last  Tax  Bill—     Sepf  23^  1778—    Vizt 

„    "  „  .'\  >,  T      Thomas  Beal  5  "    7   '  3 

Stephen  White    £0      11      HI      Joseph  Craft       1  "    5  "    5  "  2 
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d 

qr 

11    ' 

'  11  ' 

'  1 

12  ' 

'    4 

'  2 

10  ' 

'    4  ' 

•  1 

3  " 

'    6  ' 

'  3 

Cap"  Amariah  Fuller  12        4      2      Joseph  Ward  8"    6"- 

Cap"  Edward  Fuller  10       4      1  

Samuel  Burridge,  3  "    6  "  3  £3  "  17  "  10  "  -".—Ibid. 

On  the  26th,  Benjamin  White,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  last  appointed,  reported  that 
the  committee  had  attended  the  service  entrusted  to  them,  and  asked  leave  to  report  the 
bill  of  this  chapter.  On  the  same  day,  this  bill  was  passed  in  Council,  to  be  engrossed, 
and  sent  down  for  concurrence.  On  the  28th,  it  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and 
read  a  second  time,  October  2d.  On  the  3d,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  in 
concurrence,  to  be  engrossed.  On  the  Gth,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  the  House,  and, 
on  the  7th,  by  the  Council. 

The  following  list  of  persons  who  desired  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  granted  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act  was  filed  in  the  secretary's  office  April  7,  1779 :  — 

"  Whereas,  in  and  by  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  .State,  entitled  an  Act 
for  dividing  &  setting  ofT  the  Westerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Newton  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlesex into  a  Separate  Precinct  by  the  name  of  the  West  Precinct  Liberty  is  granted  to 
those  who  live  in  the  East  Precinct  to  join  with  those  in  the  West  Precinct — 

We  the  Subscribers  living  on  the  East  side  of  the  dividing  line  of  said  Precincts,  most 
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humbly  pray,  that  we  with  our  Estates  may  be  amiexed  to  the  West  Precinct,  there  to  do 
duty  &  receive  Privileges  John  Clarke 

Newton  April  6'^  1779  Jona  Ckaft 

To  the  Honb'e  Secretaiy  Samuel  Seger 

of  Massachusetts  State  Frans  Marshall 

John  Brown  Junb 
For  a  House  &  Land  lying  in  the  East  Precinct — John  Waldo 

Jonathan  Williams  Jcn." — Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  W7,p.  419. 

Chap.  19.  In  the  fifth  session  of  the  previous  year,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  calling 
in  the  bills  of  credit  under  six  shillings,  made  and  emitted  by  this  state,  bearing  date  June 
18,  1776,  and  for  making  and  emitting  other  bills  of  credit  under  six  shillings,  to  redeem 
the  same,"  was  read  twice,  in  the  House,  and  on  the  second  of  February  it  was  "  ordered 
to  lie." 

This  bill  was  reported  in  accordance  with  an  order  recommitting  the  following  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  16th  of  January,  and  referred  to  in  the  note  to  1777-78, 
chapter  7,  ante  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.       In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan>'.  22  1778 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  recommend- 
ing to  the  legislatm-e  of  the  several  States  to  refrain  fi-om  further  emissions  of  Bills  of 
credit,  small  bills  for  change  under  a  dollar  excepted,  —  report  as  their  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  the  State  to  emit,  as  soon  as  may  be,  ten  thousand  pounds  in 
bills  of  the  twelve  lowest  denominations  in  the  emission  last  made  by  this  State."  — Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  216,  p.  321. 

This  bill  provided  for  the  issue  of  14,572  bills  of  credit,  of  the  same  denominations  as 
required  by  the  present  chapter  and  amounting  in  value  to  £13,600.  Is,.  8^.  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  all  the  Massachusetts  bills  of  credit  bearing  date  June  18,  1776,  and  under  the 
denomination  of  six  shillings ;  for  which  the  treasurer  was  also  authorized  to  give  bills  of 
credit  of  the  United  States.  These  bills  were  to  be  printed  from  new  plates,  with  a 
"handsome  border;"  and  the  value  of  each  bill  was  to  be  expressed  on  its  face  "in 
several  places ;"  and  on  its  back,  the  value  was  also  to  be  printed,  with  "  suitable  orna- 
ments, in  metal  type."  A  new  committee  was  to  be  appointed  to  sign  these  bills.  The 
bill  also  embraced  provisions  similar  to  those  of  sections  6,  7  and  8,  and  the  clauses  in  \ 

sections  3  and  4  relative  to  the  receiving  the  bills  into  the  public  treasmy  in  all  public  pay- 
ments ;  and  to  the  delivery  of  the  bills,  when  printed,  to  the  treasurer,  and  to  the  compen- 
sation of  the  committee.  The  provisions  of  the  last  four  sections  of  the  present  chapter, 
however,  were  not  included  in  the  bill. 

The  subject  does  not  appear  to  have  been  again  brought  forward  until  September  21st, 
when  the  House  appointed  Col.  Brown,  Col.  Coffin,  and  Mr.  AVhitney  of  Sherborn,  a 
committee  "  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  respecting  the  small  bills  of  credit 
emitted  when  the  Court  sat  at  Watertown."  This  committee  reported  to  the  House,  Sept. 
26, 1778 ;  whereupon  Messrs.  Gorham,  Bliss  and  Pope  were  appointed  a  committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill  "  for  calling  in  all  such  bills,  excepting  those  tJaat  were  emitted  on  the  last 
plate." 

On  the  fifth  of  October,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and 
on  the  7th,*  having  been  read  three  times,  it  was  there  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up 
for  concm'rence.  In  the  Council  it  was  passed,  in  concrn'rence,  to  be  engrossed,  on  the 
9th,  and  passed  to  be  enacted,  on  the  13th,  liy  both  branches. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay       In  the  House  of  Representatives  October  y"  16,  1778 

t  Whereas  the  Act  passed  the  present  session  of  this  Court  for  Drawing  in  and  sinking 
the  Bills  of  publick  Credit  issued  by  this  State  under  y  Denomination  of  six  shillings  & 
for  emitting  other  Bills  in  their  Sted  makes  no  provision  for  Striking  off  numbering 
&  signing  s^  Bills 

Ilesolvd  That  Thomas  Dawes,  George  Partridge,  John  Greenough,  Richard  Cranch  & 
Jonathan  Brown  Esquires  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Comm^  To  cause  the  Plate 
mentioned  in  s^  Act  to  be  properly  prepared  and  suitable  Paper  provided  and  the  Bills  to 
be  struck  off  under  the  inspection  of  one  of  s'i  Comm^  to  number  and  sign  s^  Bills  and 
to  pay  them  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  According  to  si  Act  and  lodge  the  Plate  when 
the  Bills  are  Compleated  ^vith  the  Treasm-er— s^  Comm^  to  be  under  Oath  for  the  faith- 
ful Discharge  of  their  Duty — each  Bill  to  be  signed  by  one  only  of  sj}    Committee 

Sent  up  for  Concun-ence  John  Pickerixg  Spkji, 

In  Council  Oct'.  16'.  1778       Read  &  Concurred  Jn9  Avert  Dy  Secy 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —Ibid.,  vol.  210, p.  142. 

For  provisions  respecting  a  supply  of  paper  for  the  bills  under  this  chapter  see  note  to 
1777-78,  chapter  7,  p.  814,  aiite.    The  following  resolves  relate  to  §  11  of  this  chapter :  — 
"St^te  of  Mass'    I    jj^  ^jjg  jjjj^gg  Qf  Representatives  May  28.  1779 

X  Whereas  in  &  by  an  Act  intitled  'An  Act  for  drawing  in  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the 
Several  Denominations  under  six  shillings  bearing  date  prior  to  the  eighteenth  of  October 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  huntlred  &  seventy  six  which  have  been  issued  by  this 
Government  &  are  still  outstanding  &  for  prohibiting  the  cmTCiicy  of  the  same  as  also  for 
making  &  emitting  Bills  of  publick  credit  for  the  redemption  thereof '  it  is  provided  that 
if  the  Possessor  or  Possessors  of  any  of  the  Bills,  ordered  by  said  Act  to  be  taken  out  of 

*  By  the  House  Journal  it  appears  that  nil  proceedings  in  the  nou8e,on  thla  bill,  took  place  on 

the  8th.    This,  however,  does  not  agree  with  the  lut'moriinda  on  the  bill, 
t  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  session,  chapter  CLXIV. 
t  Ibid.,  chapter  III. 
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circulation  shall  neglect  to  offer  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  to  be  exchanged  by  the  first  day 
of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  seventy  nine  all  right  or  claim  to  the  Redemp- 
tion or  exchange  of  said  Bills  shall  cease  &  determine —  And  whereas  the  time  for  such 
exchange  is  near  elapsed  and  many  persons  possessed  of  such  Bills  may  not  have  opper- 
tunity  to  offer  the  same  to  be  exchanged  within  said  time- 
Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  &  he  is  hereby  impowered  &  directed  to 
receive  of  any  Persons  offering  the  same  any  of  the  Bills  ordered  to  be  drawn  In  by  the 
aforesaid  act  &  to  give  other  Bills  in  exchange  therefor  agreeably  to  the  directions  of"  said 
Act,  whicli  shall  be  brought  into  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  First  Day  of  October  next 
any  thing  in  said  act  limitting  the  time  for  "receiving  said  Bills  to  be  drawn  in  to  the  first 
Day  of  June  1779,  notwithstanding  Sent  tip  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spkr 
In  Council  May  28'h  1779    Read  &  Concurred  Jon n  Avert  D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  222, ;;.  335. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  House  of  Representatives  October  7"'  1770 
*  Whereas  there  was  a  Resolve  passed  this  Court  May  28'.'}  1779  for  lengthning  the 
time  for  receiving  into  the  Treasury  of  this  State  the  Several  Bills  of  Credit  Emitted  by 
this  State  of  the  denominations  under  Six  shillings,  and  for  exchanging  the  same,  and 
whereas  the  time  limited  by  Said  Resolve  for  Exchanging  Said  Bills  has'  expired :  and  it 
l>eing  Represented  to  this  Court,  that  there  is  still  a  considerable  number  of  Said  Bills  in 
the  hands  of  Individuals :  who  have  not  had  oppertunity  to  exchange  the  Same. — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  lie  hereby  is  impowered  and 
directed  to  receive  of  any  person  offering  the  same  any  of  the  Hills  afore  Said  and  to  give 
others  in  exchange  for  the  Same  untill  the  First  Day  of  June  next  Any  Law  or  Resolve  of 
the  General  Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding    Sent  up  for  Concm-rence 

John  Hancock  spk 
In  Council  Oct";  7'^  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery  D  Secy 

Consented  to "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  22i,p.  366. 

Chap.  20.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1749,  the  General  Court  appointed  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Timothy  Dwight,  John  Choate  and  Oliver  Partridge,  to  lay  out  two  townships 
"  near  Hoosuck."  By  the  following  October  the  committee  had  attended  to  this  doty,  and 
had  caused  a  plan  of  one  of  the  toivhships  so  laid  out,  to  be  prepared  by  Nathaniel  Dwight, 
surveyor.  On  this  plan  were  designated,  as  monuments  marking  the  corner  bounds  of  the 
township,  the  trees  mentioned  in  tliis  chapter  as  bearing  the  initials  of  the  survej'or  and  of 
the  several  members  of  the  committee.  The  township  thus  projected  was,  in  form,  a 
parallelogram,  2300  poles  in  length  and  1600  poles  in  width,  —  allowing  "  one  rod  in 
twentv,  for  stray  chain,"  —  and  contained,  therefore,  almost  precisely  the  area  required  by 
the  order  of  the  General  Court,  which  was  "  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square." 

This  territory  was  sold  liy  the  province,  in  1762,  to  Nathan  Jones,  John  Murray  and 
others,  and  a  settlement  was  begun  there  in  1765.  In  a  petition  presented  to  the  General' 
Court,  in  1772,  In'  John  Murray,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  associates,  it  is  alleged  that 
the  western  linfe'of  the  township  had  never  been  run,  notwithstanding  the  doings  of  the 
committee  in  1749.  Upon  this  petition  Messrs.  Bigelow  of  Worcester,  Ingersoll  and  Day 
were  appointed  "to  repair  to  the  township,"  etc.,  "and  nin  the  westerly  line  of  said 
township,  and  any  other  lines  that  may  be  thought  doubtful,  and  make  report  of  their 
doings  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court ;  provided  the  petitioners  desire  the  same, 
and  shall  engage  to  pay  "the  expense  thereof  in  caseit  shall  appear  that  said  township  is  of 
the  full  contents  of  six  miles  square,  exclusive  of  former  grants :  provided,  also,  that  if  it 
shall  appear,  upon  running  the  lines,  that  there  is  more  than  the  contents  of  six  miles 
square,  the  overplus  shall  he  returned  to  the  province."  No  further  proceedings  upon  this 
petition  have  been  discovered. 

In  June,  1774,  Eliel  Todd  and  others,  of  "  East  Hoosuck,  applied  to  the  General  Court 
for  an  abatement,  and  stay  of  execution  for  the  levy,  of  certain  province  taxes  laid  on  that 
plantation,  and  for  an  act  of  incorporation  into  a  town.  Their  petition  was  referred  to 
Messrs.  Inijersoll,  Williams  of  Stockbridge,  and  Dwight,  who,  according  to  the  House 
Journal,  made  a  report,  on  the  15th  of  June,  favorable  to  the  petitioners.^and  Col.  Jones 
was  thereupon  appointed  to  In-ing  in  a  resolve,  which  was  adopted,  and  is  printed  in  the 
note  to  the  act  of  1774,  chapter  8,  ffiwie.  Notwithstanding  the  House  Journal  shows  tliat 
this  committee  reported  verbally,  their  written  report  remains  in  the  archives  |  l)y  which 
it  further  appears  that  they  recommended  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  incorporation  praj^ed  for.  The  Journal,  moreover,  shows  thatsuch  a  1/ill  was  read, 
a  first  time,  on  the  13th  of  June,  — two  days  before  the  record  of  the  verbal  report  above 
mentioned,'—  and  that,  on  the  14th,  this  bill  had  iieen  read,  in  the  House,  three  times,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed.  This  bill  remains  in  the  archives,  and  bears  a  memorandum 
siiowin"-  that,  on'^the  17th,  it  was  read,,  twice,  in  the  Council,  and  there  passed,  in  concur- 
rence to  be  engrossed,  "  as  taken  into  a  new  di-aught,"  and  was  thereupon  sent  down  for 
concui-rence.  "The  sudden  dissolution  of  the  Assembly,  on  that  day,  probably  prevented 
the  enactment  of  the  bill.  .      ^  ,  ^     ,  „  , 

This  bill  is  unprecedented  in  some  of  its  features,  and  it  sets  forth  so  many  facts  of 
interest  relative  to  the  purchase  and  settlement  of  the  to^vnship,  that  it  has  been  deemed 
worthy  to  be  printed  here.    It  is  as  follows :  — 

"  Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgii  Tertii  &c  Decimo  Quarto 

An  Act  for  incorporating  The  plantation  Caled  East-Hoosuck  in  the  County  of  Berk- 
shire into  a  To\vn  by  the  Name  of 

Whereas  it  has  been  made  To  appear  To  This  Court.  That  the  plantation  Galea  East 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  sesBion,  chapter  CXCVill. 
t  Vol.  118,  p.  840. 
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Hoosuck  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  is  so  Competently  filled  with  Inhabitants  as  To 
Render  it  Necessary,  That  the  said  Plantation  be  Incorporated,  into  a  Town 

Be  it  Therefore  Enacted  by  the  Governour  Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  That 
the  said  plantation  of  East  Hoosuck,  be  and  Hereby  is  Incorporated  into  a  Town  by  the 
Name  of  and  That  'I'he  Inhabitants  Thereof,  be  and  hereby  arc  Incorpo- 

rated, with  all  the  Powers,  privilcdges  and  Immuities  That  The  Inhabitants  of  Other 
Towns,  Within  This  Province  may  by  Law  enjoy— And  Whereas  Nathan  Jones  Esq''  pur- 
chased the  Lands  of  The  said  Township  from  the  Province  for  himself  and  Elisha  Jones 
and  John  Wurrey  Esqf  in  equal  Shares  and  have  Laid  out,  The  greatest  part  Thereof  into 
Lots,  and  Divided  Them  into  Severalty,  and  in  Order  to  bring  forward  and  Compleat  The 
settlement  of  the  Same  Lands,  and  for  the  fulfilment  and  performance  of  the  Conditions 
of  The  GraiuThereof— The  said  purchasers,  have  each  of  Them  been  disposing  and  Con- 
veying such  Lots,  To  persons  Who  have  engaged  to  settle  Thereon  And  have  Covenanted 
with  said  Origenal  purchasers  respectively  and  Their  Assigns  To  do  the  duty  of  setters  and 
to  pay  Certain  proportions,  of  the  Cost  and  Charge  of  Building  a  meeting-House  setlinga 
Mmistcr  and  making  necessary  Roads  There, 

Be  it  Enacted,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town,  such  of  Them  as  have  undertaken 
To  Settle  such  Rights,  and  To  Contribute  any  part  or  proportion,  'towards  the  Building  a 
Meeting-Ilouse,  and  Selling  a  Minister  and  Making  Roads  as  Aforesaid,  Togfther  with 
such  of  The  Origenal  purchasers  of  Said  Lands,  Who  have  not  engaged  a  sufficient  Num- 
ber of  Setters,  in  proportion  To  Their  share  in  said  Town  be,  and  They  are  hereby  im- 
powered,  at  a  meeting  to  be  Called  for  that  purpose  agreeable  to  the  Direction  of  an  Act  of 
This  province,  made  in  the  Twelfth  year  of  the  Reign  of  her  late  majesty  Queen  Anne 
intitled  an  act  directing  how  meetings  of  proprietors  of  Lands  Lying  in  Common  may  be 
Called,  To  Choose  a  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Assessors,  Collector,  and  Committe,  and  any  other 
Officer  or  Ottlcers,  That  proprietors  of  Common  Lands  may  Choose.  The  Votes  always 
To  be  Collected  according  To  the  Intrest,  and  at  Such  meeting  or  any  future  meeting 
Called  agreable  to  the  directions  of  the  act  aforesaid,  may  agree  upon  and  grant  any  Sum 
or  Sums  of  money  They  may  Think  Needfull  for  any  of  the  pm-poses  aforesaid.  To  be 
Assessed  on  the  several  Original  purchasers  or  Their  Assigns  of  The  Lands  There  as  Afore- 
said, according  To  Their  severall  Inti-est  Therein,  and  the  Contracts  and  Obligations  They 
have  made  Thereabout 

And  To  the  end  That  the  proportions  of  The  Several  purchasers  aforesaid  in  said  Lands, 
and  the  Assignees  to  Whom  they  have  respectively  Conveyed  any  part  of  the  same  under 
Contract  of  doing  any  Share  of  the  setting  duties  aforesaid,  may  be  the  better  known — 

Be  it  enacted  That  each  and  every  of  the  Origeuall  prnx-hasers  aforesaid.  Then-  agents  or 
Attorneys,  Shall  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Town  within  Tkree  months  after  his  Choice  and 
acceptance  of  said  office,  an  account  of  each  Origeuall  proprietors  share — and  a  List 
of  tlie  names  of  The  severall  persons.  To  Whom  he  has  Conveyed  any  part  of  his  Lands 
There,  under  Contract  of  doing  any  setliug  duties  There,  With  an  account  of  What 
proportion  of  such  duties  each  Assignee  has  engaged  To  perform,  and  That  Such  accoimt 
and  List  shall  be  the  rale,  by  Which  the  Assessors  Shall  proceed  in  making  Such  Assess- 
ment against  any  persons  or  Assignees  'of  any  Origeuall  purchasers,  and  if"any  Such  Orig- 
euall pm-chasers  There,  Their  agents  or  attorneys  Shall  not  make  retiu'u,  to  such  Clerk, 
of  such  Number  of  Assignees  engaged  to  do  and  perform  Such  duties  of  Settlement,  as 
Shall  be  his  proportion  of  duties  according  To  his  share  of  Said  Lands  There  The  Asses- 
sors shall  assess  What  remains  on  his  own  Lands,  Till  such  Origeuall  piuxhasers,  his  agent 
or  attorney  Shall  make  fm-ther  Return  To  such  Town  Clerk  of  any  Other  or  New  assignee, 
of  any  of  his  Lands,  Who  shall  have  engaged  the  performance  of  any  part  of  his  Duty  of 
Settlement  in  Which  Case  such  part  for  the  future  Shall  be  set  upon  such  Assignee^  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  such  origenal  purchaser,  or  any  of  Tlieir  As- 
signees, Shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  any  Taxes,  That  may  be  Set  on  Them  or  Their 
Lands  agreable  to  this  act,  for  either  of  the  purposes  aforesaid.  The  Assessors  of  such 
Taxes,  That  shall  be  from  Time  To  Time,  Shall  be  and  are  hereby  impowredTomake  Sale 
of  any  Such  delinquents  Lands,  There  for  the  payment  Thereof,  Tliej'  Conforming  There- 
in to  the  du'cctions  and  regulations  Specified  and  contained  in  an  act  of  This  Province  now 
expired  That  was  made  in  the  second  j^ear  of  his  present  Majesty  Reign  Entitled  an  act 
To  subject  the  unimproved  Lands  Within  This  provnice  To  1)6  Sold  for  payment  of  Taxes 
assessed  on  Them  by  Order  of  the  General  Court,  and  Votes  and  agreements  of  The 
proprietors  Thereof,  and  to  enable  proprietors  of  New  plantations,  To  Levy  Province  and 
County  Taxes  Laid  on  Them.  IJeserving  To  all  The  Said  proprietors.  Whose  Lands  may 
be  Sold  as  aforesaid: — whether  living  within  This  Province  or  Otherwise  Their  Heirs  and 
Assigns,  a  Liberty  of  redemtion  of  Such  Their  Lands,  They  paying  for  the  purposes 
in  This  act  mentioned,  Within  one  year  from  and  after  such  sale  made,  the  sums  for  which 
such  Lands  Shall  have  been  sold,  with  Double  damages  untill  The  same  shall  be  Re- 
deemed— 

and  To  prevent  any  Injustice  To  any  of  the  Inhaljitants  of  The  said  Town,  or  Other 
proprietors  of  Lands  There,  by  means  of  any  false  retiu-n  against  him  (by  any  Origenal 
purchaser)  as  his  Assignee,  Liable  and  snl)ject  by  Contract  To  do  any  duty  of  Settlement, 
Which  he  has  not  undertaken  and  Thereliy  being  subjected  To  an  um'easonable  assess- 
ment upon  him  in  Consequence  of  such  false  Return — 

Be  it  Enacted,  That  if  any  such  Origoual  purchaser  shall  falsely  return  any  person  as 
his  Assignee  of  any  Lands  in  said  Town,  as  Liable  and  EngagedTodoany  duty  of  Settle- 
ment on  his  behalf.  Which  such  person  is  not  Liable  or  engaged  To  perform,  and  such 
person  Shall  by  Such  means,  be  subject  to  any,  unjust.  Assessment  against  The  True 
design  of  This  Act,  and  Shall  sufter  any  damage  or  Loss  Thereby,  he  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby  entitled  To  Treble  Damages,  he  shall  so  sufier.  To  be  recovered  with  Costs  against 
such  Origenal  pni-chaser,  by  action  of  Debt,  to  be  brought  by  Virtue  of  This  Act.  — 
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And  be  It  farther  Enacted,  That  Joseph  Bennet  Esqr.  be  and  hereby  is  impowered,  To 
Issue  his  warrant  directed  To  some  principal  Inhabitant  of  said  Town  Requiring  him  To 
Call  a  Meeting  of  said  Inhabitants  at  such  place  as  he  shall  appoint  in  Order  To  Choose 
Such  Officers  as  Towns  are  by  Law  impowercd  To  Choose  in  the  month  of  March  Annu- 
ally, at  Which  said  fkst  meeting  all  the  Then  present  Inhabitants  Shall  be  admitted  To 
Vote."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  118,^.  842. 

On  the  fifth  of  October,  1778,  the  following  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  and  com- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Bacon  of  Barnstable,  Stafford  and  Parks,  with  orders  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  incorporation,  as  prayed  for :  — 

"East  Hoosuck  April  24th  AD  1778 
To  the  Honourable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  INIassachusetts  State,  Setting  att  Boston 
April  &c.  We  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  Said  East  Hoosuck  So  Called,  in  the 
County  of  Berkshire  in  Said  State,  Huml)ly  Shew,  That  it  is  now  Thirteen  Years  since 
the  Settlement  of  this  Town  Began,  and  the  inhalntants  are  Considerably  increased,  and 
altho'  we  have  made  repeated  Application  to  the  General  Court  for  Incorporation ;  as  yet 
Have  not  obtained  it,  and  as  we  have  &  do  Still  Suffer  (Jreatly  for  want  of  Said  privilage. 
Would  humbly  request  of  this  Honourable  Comt  to  grant  Us  Town  privilages  :  with  the 
name  of  Adams  And  whereas  this  Honourable  Court  hath  Seen  fit  for  Several  years  past 
to  Call  for  State  taxes  from  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Township,  which  are  not  yet  paid.  We 
humbly  request  of  this  Honom-able  Court  to  forgive  Said  taxes,  to  the  time  of  our  incor- 
poration— And  whereas  the  General  Court  in  the  Sale  of  this  Township  Reserved  three 
Sixty  third  parts  Thereof  For  publick  use,  we  Can  find  only  two  or  three  hundred  Acres 
of  the  poorest  of  the  Land  Sequestered  by  the  Proprietors  for  publick  use ;  while  they 
have  Converted  all  The  most  valuable  Lands  to  their  own  use.  We  humbly  request  of 
this  Honourable  Court  to  take  Cogniscence  of  and  give  orders  Concerning  Said  Lands, 
That  they  may  be  found,  and  we  may  have  the  Benefit  of  them,  as  bound  in  duty  Shall 
Ever  pray 

AsEPH  CooK  Jedediah  Hurd  Stephen  Ives 

Amasa  Ives  Ambrus  Parker  David  Ives 

DiDEMUS  Parker  Nathaniel  Parker  Justus  Holt 

Barnard  Haile  Josiah  mix  David  Hough 

Isaac  Hathaway  Jun?        Samuel  Cook  Jeremiah  F  Greene 

Samei.  Perry  '         Enos  Parker  Jonathan  Moffatt 

SAMil;  Todd  Giles  Barns  Andrew  parker— 3/rtss. 

Samuel  Marshall  Lemuel  Leavenworth  Files :  Bills,  1778. 

A  bill  was  reported,  accordingly,  the  same  day,  and,  on  the  12th  and  13th,  it  had  its 
several  readings,  and  was  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  On  the 
14th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  in  the  House,  and  on  the  15th,  in  the  Council. 

On  the  second  clause  of  the  petition  the  committee  made  the  following  supplementary 
report ;  but  no  action  thereon  by  the  Legislature  has  been  discovered :  — 

"  the  Committe  on  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Plantation  of 
East  Hoosuck  Beg  leave  further  to  Report  that  a  Committe  be  appointed  to  Repau-  to 
Said  plantation  in  the  Recess  of  this  Com-t  at  the  Expence  of  the  Inhabitanst  thereof  and 
to  make  particular  Enquhey  Into  the  Subject  matter  of  Said  petition  and  to  Report  to  this 
Com-t=whether  the  thi-ee  Sixty  thu-d  parts  of  Said  plantation  (for  Quantity  and  Quallity) 
are  Laid  out  and  appropriated  to  publick  uses  agreable  to  the  true  Design  and  meaning  of 
the  Great  &  Gen'  Court  that  Granted  and  Sold  the  Same  to  the  origanal  of  Said  plantation 
proprietors  and  if  any  failure  thereof  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  Said  proprietors— then 
to  Report  to  this  Court  at  their  next  Session  what  they  may  think  proper  for  this  Com-t 
further  to  Do  thereon."  —  Ibid. 

Chap.  21.  October  10,  1778,  Mr.  Freeman  of  Falmouth,  and  Messrs.  Crane  and  Stai-k- 
weather  were  appointed,  by  the  House,  a  committee  "to  consider  the  fee-table,  and  report 
what  is  proper  to  be  done,"  and  the  same  day  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time. 
On  the  12th,  it  was  "  read  a  second  time  and  committed  to  Mr.  Lowell."  On  the  13th,  it 
was  again  read,  in  the  House,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  On 
the  15th,  the  House  sent  a  message  to  the  Council,  proposing,  as  an  amendment  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  the  insertion,  after  the  title  of  the  act  of  William  and  Jlary,  of  the 
words,  "instead  of  the  fees  and  allowances  set  down  in  said  act;"  and  as  anotlier  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  as  originally  di-awn,  the  insertion  of  the  second  section  of  this  chapter. 
The  Council  agreed  to  these  amendments,  and  the  bill,  having  aheady  been  passed,  Ijy 
the  Board,  in  conciu-rence,  to  be  engrossed,  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  both  Ijranches. 

The  fees  of  officers  and  others  in 'maritime  cases  not  having  been  established  either  by 
this  act  or  the  previous  acts  therein  referred  to  were  regulated  by  the  following  resolve,* 
which  was  reported  on  the  fifth  of  February,  1779,  by  Messrs.  Freeman  of  Falmouth, 
Phillips  of  Boston,  and  Brooks,  who  had  been  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose,  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  January :  —  .„        „  ,  ,  .„^ 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb!  8"'  1779 

Resolved  That  the  Fees  to  be  hereafter  demanded  and  receiv'd  in  the  Maritime  Courts 
within  this  State  shall  be  as  follows,  viz— 

To  the  Constables  for  warning  a  To^vn  Meeting,  and  drawing  Jmy  Men— Ten  Shdlmgs— 

For  summoning  each  Juror  or  Witness,  Two  shillings  &  sixpence— 

To  the  Sheriff  or  Constable  for  every  JNIiles  Travel  from  the  Place  of  Abode  to  the  place 
of  Trial  in  making  a  Return  of  WaiTant  or  Summons    One  Shilling— 

To  each  Juror  oV  ^Vitness  for  every  Miles  Travel  from  the  Place  of  his  abode  to  the 
Place  of  Trial— one  shilling 

To  every  Witness  for  Attendance  <^  Day    twenty  shillmgs 

■  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  session,  chapter  CLL 
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For  the  Attendance  of  the  Foreman  of  the  Jury  in  each  cause, — fifteen  shillings — 

For  the  attendance  of  each  of  the  other  Jui-ors  in  each  cause  Twelve  shillings — 

For  the  Clerks  Attendance  in  each  Cause    forty  shillings 

For  the  Sheriff  or  Constables  Attendance,  in  each  cause    twelve  shillings — 

To  the  Clerk  for  recording  the  proceedings  of  the  Coui't ;  for  every  Page  containing 
twenty-four  Lines  of  eight  words  in  a  Line— two  shillings — 

For  all  attested  (Jopies  two  shillings,  per  page  as  above 

For  taxing  the  Bill    twelve  shillings — 

To  the  Judge  f  07  receiving  Information,  twenty  shillings 

— For  every  warrant    twelve  shillings 

—For  his  Services  in  each  Cause,  upon  a  Libel,  agamst  any  Vessel  or  other  Goods 
libell'd  as  Prize,  Six  Pounds — 

For  notifying  or  advertizing,  exclusive  of  the  Expence  to  the  Printers— Twelve  Shillings— 

For  every  Summons  for  one  or  more  witnesses    three  shillings — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Joun  Pickering  Spk"- 

In  Council  Feb>  9.'  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Secy 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  l^y  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  221, p.  26. 

Chap.  22.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Clap,  Sumner  and  CofBn,  was  appointed, 
Dec.  2,  1777,  to  revise  the  act  to  which  the  present  chapter  is  in  addition,  •'  and  report 
what  addition  or  amendment  is  necessary  to  be  made  thereto."  Thirteen  days  later,  a 
resolve  which  had  passed  the  Council  was  sent  do\m  for  concurrence,  "authorizing  and 
directing  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  to  appoint  some  person  to  prosecute  such 
persons  as  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  guilty  of  making  great  strip  and  waste  in  the 
real  estates  of  absentees."  This  resolve  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  "  as  taken  into  a 
new  draught,"  and  thereupon  sent  up  for  concurrence.  The  Council  concurred,  and  the  re- 
solve, which  is  given  in  full  in  the  note  to  177C-77,  chapter  38,  ante,  was  passed  the  same  day. 

The  su1)ject  of  preventing  waste  on  the  estates  of  absentees  seems  not  again  to  have 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  until  April  29,  1778,  when  a  bill  with  substan- 
tially the  title  of  tliis  chapter,  was  brought  do^vn  for  concurrence,  fi'om  the  Council, 
where  it  had  passed  to  be  engrossed.  This  bill  was  "  read  and  the  consideration  thereof 
referred  to  the  next  session." 

Early  in  the  lirst  session  of  the  next  Assembly  (May  29th),  Messrs.  Sumner,  Pope  and 
Wood,  of  the  House,  were  appointed  a  committee,  "to  revise  the  law  respecting  the 
estates  of  absentees,  and  report  if  they  think  any  alteration  necessary,"  l3ut  nothing  seems 
to  have  been  done  by  this  committee.  Another  committee,  *'  to  revise  the  law  for  appoint- 
ing agents  to  absentees'  estates,  and  report  what  provision  is  fm'ther  necessary  to  be 
made,"  was  appointed,  September  19th,  by  the  House.  This  committee,  originally  con- 
sisting of  iMessrs.  Freeman,  Sumner  and  Angier,  was  enlarged,  on  the  26th,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  Messrs.  Gray  and  Crane,  and,  on  the  2Sth,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first 
time,  in  the  House.  On  the  2d  of  October,  the  bill  was  read  again,  in  the  House,  and 
"  ordered  to  lie."  On  the  12th,  a  committee  was  appointed  "  to  consider  what  public 
business  was  necessary  to  be  acted  upon  the  present  session,"  who  reported  that  this  bill 
be  taken  up ;  and,  accordingly,  the  afternoon  of  that  day  was  assigned  for  its  considera- 
tion, when  the  bill  was  read  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Lowell,  Gray  and  Bliss.  On  the 
15th,  the  House  having  assigned  the  afternoon  for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill,  it  was 
read  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concm-rence,  and  the  engrossment  was 
concurred  in  by  the  Council.  On  the  next  day  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both 
branches. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1779,  the  agent  on  the  estate  of  Doctor  William  Paine,  late  of 
Worcester,  an  absentee,  was  directed  by  resolve  *  to  put  Levi  Shephard  in  possession  of 
one-half  of  a  shop  in  Worcester,  the  property  of  said  Paine ;  and  on  the  10th,  Edward  Jones, 
agent  for  the  estate  of  Ezekiel  Lewis,  late  of  Boston,  an  absentee,  was  empowered  by 
resolve  t  to  sell  two-fifths  of  a  house  in  Long  Lane  (Federal  Street)  in  that  town,  which 
was  the  estate  of  which  Jonathan  Clarke,  the  grandfather  of  said  Ezekiel,  died  seized  —  the 
agent  giving  security  for  the  proper  disposal  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale. 

The  following  is  a  part  of  the  chapter  of  resolves  passed  Feb.  19,  1779,  numbered 
CXC  V.  in  the  printed  resolves :  — 

<<  *  *  *  *  *  *  « 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  of  Sequestration  of  the  Town  of  Boston  be  &  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  Cause,  to  be  forthwith  returned  to  them  all  the  Sequestered  Goods 
tliey  have  lent  to  any  Person  or  Persons,  of  their  own  accord  or  by  order  of  Govern- 
ment, excepting  those'delivercd  to  the  Honorable  General  Gates  and  to  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  this  State  And  tlio  s<)  Committee  are  hereby  directed  to  sell  at  Public  Auction  all 
tlie  Sequestered  goods  so  retm-ned  and  also  all  Goods  of  the  kind  above  described,  which 
they  have  on  Hand;  and  if  any  Person  or  Persons  shall  refuse  or  Neglect  immediately 
to  return  such  Goods  when  ordered  s']  Committee  are  du-ected  without  delay  to  report  to 
tills  Court  their  Names   &  the  Articles  they  detain. 

Resolved  that  all  Committees  of  Correspondence  Inspection  &  Safety  or  other  Com- 
mittees who  have  under  their  care  any  efiects  belonging  to  any  Person  who  hath  left  this 
State  since  the  nineteenth  of  April  A  D  1775  &  joind  the  Enemy  thereof,  or  who  left 
the  State  l)eforc  the  s<j  Nineteenth  of  April  &  have  Since  Joined  tlie  Enemy  and  have  not 
had  Liberty  from  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  to  return  to  the  same  again,  and  on 
which  no  Agent  hath  been  appointed  by  any  Judge  of  Probate  for  any  County  in  this 
State  be  &  they  are  hereby  directed  to  tiell  at  Public  Sale  all  the  Personall  Estate  now  in 
their  actual  Possession  belonging  to  any  Such  Person. 

*  Printed  reeolves  of  the  January  session,  chapter  CXXXCS.  f  Ibid.,  ehnpter  CLVI. 
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And  It  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Board  of  War  Committee  of  Sequestration,  Com- 
mittees of  Correspondence  &c  and  other  Committees  as  aforcsJ  be  &  they  are  hereby 
required  to  pay  in  circulating  cui-reney  into  the  Puljlic  Treasury  all  monies  which  they 
Shall  receive  for  Goods  Sold  in  consequence  of  these  resolves  or  which  they  have  before 
received  for  any  such  Goods  or  Estate  belonging  to  such  A))sentees  which  they  iiave  liere- 
tofore  Sold  and  also  all  moneys  they  have  received  for  any  Rents  of  such  Real  Estates 
&  which  have  not  been  before  accounted  for  with  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State 
takcing  two  i-ecipts  of  the  s'^'  Treasurer  of  the  same  Tenor  and  date  one  to  be  l)y  such  Per- 
son Committee  of  Sequestration  or  Cori-espondence  immediately  lodged  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  this  State  said  moneys  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  at  or  bafore  the  fifteenth  Day 
of  JNIarch  next  on  Pain  of  Forfeiting  the  Penalty  of  One  pr.  Cent  on  all  monies  either  of 
them  Shall  detain  beyond  the  Time  here  Limited,  for  every  weeli  Such  Money  shall  be  so 
detained,  unless  Sufficient  Reason  can  be  given  for  such  detention.  And.  the  said  Board 
of  War  Committee  of  Sequestration  &  Committees  of  Correspondence  &c  or  other 
Committees  shall  return  into  the  Secretarys  Office  a  true  account  of  their  Proceedings  on 
all  such  Goods  &  Estates  with  the  Expences  that  have  arisen  thereon  in  order  that  the 
General  Assembly  may  determine  thereon  and  make  such  allowance  &  Payment  for 
Such  Expences  as  may  appear  to  be  reasonable  &  just.  And  iu  all  the  beforementioned 
Cases  Notice  shall  be  given  of  Such  sales  in  the  Boston  Gazette  &  independent  Chron- 
icle (and  where  the  Sale  is  to  l)e  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  in  the  Paper  Printed  at 
Worcester)  and  also  l)y  Posting  up  Notifications  thereof  in  the  Town  where  tlie  Sale  is  to 
be  made  &  in  the  three  Towns  next  adjoining  thereto,  such  Notice  to  be  given  one  Week 
at  least  before  the  sale  of  any  articles  so  adverticed  to  be  sold 

And  be  it  also  Resolved  that  the  several  Agents  on  the  Estates  of  Absentees  that  have 
been  appointed  by  any  Judge  of  Probate  in  this  State,  Be  and  they  are  hereby  required 
directed  and  strictly  enjoind  Immediately  to  exhibit  Inventories  of  the  Estate  of  which 
they  are  respectively  appointed  Agents  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  by  whom  they  were  ap- 
pointed, provided  they  have  not  ah-eady  done  it,  and  to  make  up  their  Accounts  with  the 
Judge  aforesaid  with  all  possible  Expedition,  and  after  deducting  or  delivering  such 
Allowance  to  the  Wife  or  Widow  and  Family  of  such  Al)sentee  as  the  Judge  shall  have 
ordered  agreeable  to  Law,  to  pay  the  Bailee  remaining  in  their  Hands  to  the  Treasury  of 
this  State  according  as  the  Law,  Impowering  the  Judge  of  Probate  to  appoint  Agents 
upon  the  Estates  of  Absentees  directs."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  221,  p  146. 

The  following  resolves,  subsequently  passed  by  the  Legislature,  extending  the  provisions 
of  this  act  to  cases  not  contemplated  by  the  act  itself  and  establishing  rules  for  leasing 
the  estates  of  absentees,  and  for  seeming  payment  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  into  the 
public  treasm-y,  are  inserted  here  as  appropriate  to  this  chapter :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  Council  Feb>'  16.'  1779 

*  Whereas  there  are  in  this  State  divers  Houses  &  Lands  owned  by  Persons,  Subjects  of 
Great  Britain,  and  who  have  not  been  Inhabitants  of  this  State  or  any  of  the  united  States 
of  America  which  Houses  &  Lands  are  now  liable  to  Waste  &  Trespass  for  want  of  some 
Butable  persons  to  take  care  of  the  same 

Resolved  that  the  Judges  of  Probate  in  their  respective  Counties  be  &  they  hereby  are 
impowerd  upon  application  therefor  to  appoint  some  sutable  person  or  persons  as  Agents 
to  take  care  of  &  lease  out  to  the  best  Advantage  such  Houses  and  Lands  before  descrilied 
as  lay  within  the  respective  Counties  of  the  s"i  Judges,  and  tlie  s<]  Agents  in  their  own 
Names  are  also  hereby  impowerd  to  bring  all  necessary  Actions  for  Rents  and  for  any 
Strip  Waste  or  damage  to  the  same  as  fully  to  all  Intents  &pm'poses  as  thothey  owned  the 
same — the  said  Agents  to  give  Bond  with  sufficient  Sureties  to  the  s'J  Judges  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  said  Office  and  to  account  for  their  proceedings  when  thereto 
required,  and  to  pay  what  monies  may  be  in  their  hands  with  the  Interest  thereof  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  the  Geni.  Comt  may  hereafter  order  a 

Sent  down  for  Concm'rence'  Johx  Avery  D  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb>'  19  1779  Read  &  concurrd  with  an  amendment 
at  A.  viz  At  A  Add  '  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  Resolve  shall  be  construed  to  extend 
to  have  Agents  appointed  for  such  Estates  for  which  Agents  have  been  appointed  by  the 
respective  owners  &  which  are  under  the  care  of  such  Agents — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering   Spk' 

In  Council  Feby  19.'  1779  Read  and  Nonconcurred  and  the  Board  adhere  to  their  own 
Vote       Sent  down  for  Concun-ence —  John  Avery  D  Sec^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feby  20t.ii  1779    Read  &  concurrd 

John  Pickering  Spk£ 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . — Tbid.,  p.  143. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feby    17^''  1779 

+  Resolved  that  all  Agents  on  the  Estates  of  Absentees  that  have  been  appointed  by 
any  Judge  of  Probate  for  any  County  within  tliis  State  and  all  Committees  of  Correspond- 
ence &c  or  Other  Committees,  where  Agents  have  not  been  appointed,  tliat  have  the  Care 
of  the  Estates  of  Persons  who  have  left  this  State  and  joind  the  Enemy  tiicreof,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  directed  &  strictly  enjoind  and  impowered  to  Lease  out  at  Public  Auction 
for  circulating  Currency  to  be  paid  by  the  Lessee  before  he  enters  thereon  all  the  Real 
Estates  of  such  Absentees,  except  what  the  Judge  of  Probate  allows  for  y«  necessary  Sup- 
port of  the  wife  &  Family  of  such  Absentee  in  the  following  manner  viz : 

First  to  give  Notice  of  the  Time  &  Place  of  of  such  Auction  in\the  Boston  Gazette  and 
Independent  Chronicle  (and  where  the  Estates  lay  in  the  County  of  Worcester  in  the 
Paper  Printed  in  Worcester)  and  also  by  Posting  up  Notifications  in  Some  Publick  Place 
in  the  Town  where  such  Estate  lays  and  in  three  of  the  next  adjoining    towns,  fourteen 

*  Printed  resolves,  of  the  January  Bession,  chapter  COX.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  CXdV. 
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Days  at  least  before  such  Auction,  and  that  such  Estates  Shall  be  leased  out  at  or  before 
the  first  Day  of  April  next.    And  that  for  one  year  only  from  that  time 

Secon'd  the  Agents  or  Committees  shall  lease  out  said  Estates  in  such  convenient 
Farms  Lots  or  Parcels  as  they  with  the  Advice  of  the  Select  men  of  the  Town  shall  Judge 
will  be  most  Beneficial  to  the  Public  &  least  prejudicial  to  the  Estates. 

Third  —  The  said  Agents  or  Committees  shall  make  two  Leases  to  be  interchangeably 
Signd  one  of  which  to  be  kept  by  such  Committee  or  Agent,  and  in  said  Lease  shall 
Oblige  the  Lessee  to  deliver  up  the  Estate  at  the  Expiration  of  the  Term  ending  the  first 
of  April  aforesaid  in  as  good  tenantable  repair  both  Buildings  Lands  &  Fences  as  lie 
found  them  and  to  Oblige  the  Lessee  to  improve  the  same  himself,  and  not  to  lease  it  to 
another  nor  to  take  in  more  Families  into  any  House  than  what'  is  particularly  agreed 
upon  &  specified  in  the  Lease  taking  especial  care  that  the  wood  on  such  Estates  be  not 
wasted  or  the  manure  carried  otF 

Fourth,  The  Agents  or  Committees  shall  every  Year  after  the  Present  (in  case  s'' 
Estate  should  not  l)e  sold  by  order  of  y^  General  Assembly)  Lease  out  said  Estates  again 
itt  the  manner  before  described,  saving  that  said  Leases  shall  be  made  one  month  at 
least  before  y  Expiration  of  the  last  Terra  and  Notice  shall  be  given  of  such  Auction  six 
weeks  at  lea?t  before  the  Time  of  such  Auction  in  the  same  manner  as  is  above  descrilied 

Fifth  the  Agents  or  Committees  shall  Pay  all  the  Monies  arising  from  such  Rents  unto 
the  Treasurer  of  this  State  a.  within  thirty  Days  after  the  Time  of  receiving  il  'on  pain  of 
forfeitin;g  One  pr  Cent  for  every  week  He  or  they  shall  detain  y"  same  unless  some 
reasonable  excuse  be  made  for  such  detention.  Saving  that  the  Agent  or  Committee 
shall  detain  in  their  Hands  so  much  to  Compensate  him  or  them  B  tbi-  their  Trouble  & 
exi)ence  as  rhall  be  allowed  by  y®  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  same  County  an  exact 
account  of  which  certified  by  the  Register  of  Probate  for  s"*  Count}',  and  the  agent  or 
Committees  and  of  what  the  Estates  rented  for  &  to  whom,  sworn  to  before  some  Justice 
of  yo  Peace  for  y"  same  County  shall  be  immediately  Lodged,  in,  the  Secretarys  office  of 
this  State  together  with  a  receipt  of  such  money  so  paid  the  Treasurer  under  the  Trea- 
surers Hand,  c  that  the  General  Assembly  may  determine  and  act  thereon  as  they  may 
think  Proper 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  all  such  Agents  or  Committees  as  are  mentiond  in  this 
Resolve  be  &  hereby  are  irapowered  &  directed  to  Bring  all  necessary  Actions  for  any 
strip  waste,  Trespass  or  Dammage  done  on  such  Estates,  of  which  they  respectively  have 
the  Care,  cither  by  y»  Lessees  or  any  other  Person  or  Persons  and  for  all  Rents  that  are 
or  may  be  due  in  as  full  &  ample  a  manner  as  if  such  Agents  or  Committees  were  y® 
Lawfiill  owners  thereof 

And  it  is  further  resolved  that  the  Agents  or  Committees  aforesd  in  their  Leases  oblige 
the  Lessees  to  pay  all  Public  Taxes  A 

Sent  up  for  roiK-urrence  John  Pickering    SpkL 

In  Council  Feby  18.'  1779    Read  &  Concurred  with  Amendments  at  a.  &  from  n  toe  — 
_  Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery    D  Sec^ 

At  A  insert  taking  Duplicates  Receipts  therefor  dele  from  B.to  c  and  insert  for 

their  Trouble  &  Expence»as  shall  be  Allowed  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  same 
County ;  Judges  of  l'rol:)ate  being  hereby  authorized  to  settle  and  pass  the  Acc'.^,  of  Com- 
mittees exhibited- by  the  Chairman  or  any  one  Member  thereof,  who  shall  be  authorized 
by  a  Majority  of  the  Committee  to  settle  the  Same  And  such  agents  or  Committees  shall 
immediately  lodge  in  the  Secretary's  Oftice  a  Copy  of  the  Settlement  so  made,  attested  by 
the  Register,  together  with  the  Treasurers  Receipt  for  the  Money  paid  to  him  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Febrv  19.    1779  Read  &  concurr'd,  &  the  House 

propose  a  further  amendment  at  A  viz     At  A  add 

'Provided  nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  Resolve  shall  restrict  the  Agents  to  the 
Estates  of  Thomas  Flucker  and  Francis  Waldo  Esq^s  from  leasing  out  the  Farm  at 
Thomaston  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  cail'd  the  Fort  &  Block  House  Farm  including  the 
Lime  Works  belonging  to  the  Heirs  of  Brigadier  Samuel  Waldo  dec"*  in  the  same  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  heretofore  leased '    Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

John  Pickering    Spk"' 

In  Council  Feby  19f>  1779    Read  &  Concurred  Jno  Avery    D  Sec^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ihid.,  p.  137. ' 
"  State  of  Mas^  Bay 
In  the  House  of  Representatives    April  19  1779 

*  Whereas  a  Resolve  passed  Feby  20'h  1779  impowering  the  Judges  of  Probate  in  their 
Respective  Counties  to  appoint  Agents  for  leasing  out  divers  Houses  &  Lands  owned  by 
persons  Su])joct  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  which  lay  within  the  respective  coun- 
ties of  the  said  Judges. 

It  is  further  resolved,  that  any  Agent  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  resolve  aforesaid, 
shall  have  the  same  power  and  authority  over  the  Estate  Real  or  Personal  of  which  he  is 
Agent  if  the  same  lies  or  shall  be  found  in  several  Counties  within  this  State,  as  if  the 
same  had  been  within  the  County  where  the  person  appointed  Agent  lives. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering    Spk>" 

In  Council  April  19'.  1779    Read  &  Concmrrcd  John  Avery    D  Secy 

Consented  to"— [Signed  l)y  fifteen  of  the  Council] .—/WfZ.,  vol.  222,  p.  28. 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  30  1779 

t  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Court,  that  there  are  several  A  gents  for  the 
Estates  of  Absentees  who  are  not  able  fully  to  complj'  with  the  Resolves  of  the  General 
Court  relative  to  the  leasing  s''  Estates  By  Reason  that  those  who  are  in  Possession  of 

*  Priated  rMolrea,  ch^ter  LV.  Ibid.,  April  session,  chapter  CXX. 
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them  Refuse  to  give  Possession  to  the  Persons  who  have  hired  them  agreable  to  the 
Order  of  the  Court  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Agents  be  &  tbey  hereby  arc  directed  to  warn  the  present 
Possessors  to  leave  the  Premises  within  Ten  Days  from  tlie  Time  of  Warning — &  in  Case 
they  refuse  &  insist  on  keeping  Possession  The  Sheriffs,  their  Under  Sheriffs  or  Constable 
within  their  several  Districts  are  hereby  directed  &  irapowered  to  go  with  the  Agent  & 
put  the  Lessee  into  full  &  quiet  Possession  of  the  Premises  by  him  hired  agreable  to  the 
Order  of  the  General  Court.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering   Spk'' 

In  Council  May  1.'  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council^. —  Ibid.,  p.  '219. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  i3ay  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May.  1.  1779 

*  Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  this  Court  Passd  the  19*  of  Feb?  Last,  the  Agents   who 

have  been  appointed  on  the  Estates  of  Absentees,  the  Committees  of  Corespondence  &c 

&  the  Committee  of  Sequestration  where  No  Agents  have  been  appointed,  were  directed 

To  Lease  out,  the  Severall  Estates  under  their  Care  at  publick  Auction,  &  pay  the  Monies 

Ariseing  from  such  Sale  Into  the  Treasury.  &  No  Appropriation  being  Made  of  Said 

Money — Therefore,  Resolved  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  &  he  hereby  is  Directed  to 

Call  on  said  Agents  &  Committees,  to  pay  In  said  Money,  without  delay,  agreal)le  to 

said  Resolve —  And  the  Treasurer  afores*}  is  fmther  Directed  to  pay  out  said  Money  In 

Discharge  of  Warrants  Drawn  on  him  for  the  Gratituties  to  that  part  of  the  Continential 

Army,  Raised  in  this  State  and  to  Give  the  Preference  to  M";  William  White — ^Wlio  is 

now  Waiting  to  Recive  the  Gratuities  for  the  Regement  Lately  Comanded  by  ColQ.  Aldcn 

Now  at  Chery  Valley       Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering  Splc 

In  Council  May  1'.  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Sec-^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  2^1. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  34  1779 

t  Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  state  be  &  he  hereby  is  Impowered  &  directed 
to  Call  on  all  agents  who  have  been  appointed  on  the  Estates  of  absentees  &  all  Commit- 
tees of  Corspendence  &c  who  have  Such  Estates  in  their  hands  to  pay  into  his  offlce  ira- 
meadietly  all  Such  Sums  of  money  as  they  have  Recived  for  the  Rents  or  Profits  of  Such 
Estates,  any  Bonds  which  Such  Agents  may  have  given  to  the  Judges  of  Probate  Not- 
withstanding. 

and  it  is  further  Resolved,  that,  the  Treasurer  aforesl  is  hereby  Impowered  &  directed 
to  prosecute  all  Such  Persons  who  may  Neglect  to  pay  In  Such  monies  Agreable  to  the 
Direction  given  them  in  the  Pucsolve  for  Leasing  Said  Estates  passed  the  Nineteenth  Day 
of  Febraary  last —    Sent  up  for  ConcmTcnce  John  Pickering  Spk'' 

In  Council  May  34  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Seo', 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  293. 

Chap.  23.  The  following  is  the  record  of  the  original  sale  of  the  territory  known  as 
Number  Fom-,  afterward  Gageborough : — 

"  June  11, 1762.  N;.  4.  A  Township  lying  East  of  New  Framingham  to  begin  at  the 
Northeast  corner  of  New  Framingham,  thence  Southerly  on  the  Line  of  said  Township 
until  it  meets  with  the  line  of  Ashuelot  Equivalent  so  called ;  thence  in  the  line  of  said 
Equivalent  to  the  Northeast  corner  thereof;  thence  East  twenty  degrees  South  so  far  as  to 
make  the  Contents  of  six  miles  Square,  to  Noah  Nash  for  Fourteen  hundi-ed  and  thirty 
pounds,  and  have  received  of  him  t^^'enty  pounds  and  taken  his  Bond  together  with  Oliver 
Partridge  Thomas  Morey,  William  Williams  and  Josiah  Chauncy  for  Fom-teen  hundred 
and  ten  pounds."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXIV.,  p.  423. 

The  legislative  proceedings  seconding  the  efforts  of  the  proprietors  to  hasten  the  settle- 
ment ofthe  township,  referred  to  in  the  note  to  1771-72,  chapter  6,  ante,  are  given  here- 
under in  full :  — 

"  To  his  Excellency  Francis  Bernard  Esq';  Captain  General  &  Govemour  in  chief  in 
&  over  his  INlajesties  Province  of  the  Massechusetts  Bay  in  New  England  and  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  Same — 

To  the  Honorable  his  ISIajesties  Council  &  the  Honorable  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  S*  Province  in  General  Court  Assembled  at  Boston  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May 
1765.—  The  Petition  of  Noah  Nash  of  Hatfield  in  behalf  of  himself  &  Associates  most 
humbly  sheweth ;  that  in  the  year  1762  he  was  purchasor  of  the  Township  No  4  then  sold 
by  the  Government :  and  that  he  admitted  sundiy  Associates  with  him  who  called  Meet- 
ings &  raised  Taxes  &  have  laid  out  near  half  the  Township  into  Lots  in  Order  to  bring 
forward  the  Settlement,  have  also  cut  a  Road  thro'  the  Township  &  made  Bridges  and 
have  done  considerable  labour  on  S'l  Lots,  &  have  agree'd  to  give  out  Lands  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Building  Mills  &  other  Purposes  to  advance  the  Settlement  of  the 
Town.  Yet  so  it  is,  May  it  Please  y.  Excellency  &  Honors  that  our  Settlement  is  greatly 
delayed  partly  by  Reason  of  our  not  being  able  to  make  any  Grants  of  the  Land  or 
Enforce  the  Payment  of  the  Taxes  agree'd  upon  &  partly  by  the  Extream  Scarcity  of 
Money  in  the  Country :  tho'  many  Persons  are  disirous  of  setling  in  the  Township,  they 
cannot  sell  what  they  have  so  as  to  be  able  to  Remove.  And  also  the  great  Opening  of 
Townships  in  New-Hampshire  &  New  York  has  rendered  the  Settlement  of  our  new  Towns 
much  more  Difflcult  than  was  Expected  by  any.  I  therefore  humbly  beg  in  behalf  of  the 
Proprietors  of  S^  Township  that  y.  Exellency  &  Honors  would  Enable  us  legally  to 
Raise  &  Enforce  the  Payment  of  Taxes  on  the  Proprietors  &  also  to  grant  Lands  for  the 
Encouragement  of  the  Speedy  Settlement  of  the  Town.  Pajrt  of  the  Purchase  Money 
about  400  Dollars  has  been  paid,  beside  the  Money  advanced  upon  the  Sale.  13ut  by 
Reason  of  the  very  great  Scarcity  of  Money  the  Proprietors  cannot  raise  the  Money  yet 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  April  sesBion,  chapter  CXXm.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  CXXXV. 
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due,  so  soon  as  they  hear  it  is  expected,  even  tho'  they  should  sell  their  Paternal 
Inheritances.  I  therefore  humbly  request  of  y.  Excellency  &  Honors  in  behalf  of 
SJ  Proprietors  that  a  further  Time  may  be  allowed  for  the  Payment  of  the  purchase 
Money.    And  as  in  duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray.  Noah  Nash 

In  the  House  of  Rep™'  .June  U  1765  Read  and  Resolved  that  the  Pef  and  his 
Associates  be  and  hereby  they  are  impowered  to  dispose  of  and  convey  such  part  of  the 
lands  in  the  Township  mentined  as  may  be  necessary  effectually  to  brinj:^  forward  the 
speedy  Settlement  of  the  same,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Prop'*  of  said  Township 
at  their  several  Meetings  l)e  and  they  are  hereby  ratifyed  and  confirmed,  and  Said  Prop" 
are  fm-ther  impower'd  to  call  Meetings  and  transact  the  affairs  relative  to  said  Township 
as  the  Prop"  of  other  new  Townships  by  Law  are  impowered.  And  that  the  Province 
Treasurer  be  directed  A  >(o<  to  put  in  suit  the  Bond  {/Iven  for  the  purchase  of  said  Toion- 
ihip  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court  upon  their  paijimj  the  interest  annually 

Sent  up  for  concmi-ence  S  :  White  Spkr, 

In  Council  June  15.    Read  and  Concurred  with  the  Amendment  at  a. 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  A   Oliver  Sec 

In  the  House  of  Rep'^;"  June  20  1765 :      Read  and  concurd  S  :  White    Spkr. 

Consented  to—  Fra  Berxaru 

A  Dele  and  Insert— To  forbear  putting  in  Suit  the  Bond  given  for  the  purchase  of  said 
township  for  the  term  of  two  yeai's  they  paying  the  Interest  due  thereon  annually."  — 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  118,  p.  93. 

In  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  33,  post,  is  printed,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Gageborongli,  dated  Jan.  9th,  1777,  and  signed,  by  Joseph  Hascall,  town  elcrk, 
prayini:  that  the  jilantation  of  New  Providcuee  may  be  joined  to  Gagel^oroiigh  and  that 
the  two  communities  may  be  incorporated,  l^y  the  name  of  Cheshire,  tor  two  reasons,  the 
second  of  whicli  was.  "  Because  tlie  present  name,  Gageborough,  may  serve  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  detestable  General  Gage.*"  This  town,  also,  was  one  of  ihe  towns 
named  in  the  title  of  a  bill  introduced  in  tlie  House,  Feb.  5,  1778,  for  changing  the  names 
of  sundry  towns,  for  patriotic  reasons ;  but  that  bill  having  gone  over  to  the  next  year, 
after  the  passage  of  the  present  chapter,  the  name  of  Gagel)orough  was  stricken  out. 

The  inhabitants  signitied  their  jireferenee  for  the  name  of  "  Winsor,"  as  follows :  — 

"  At  a  Town  meeting  in  Gageborough  woracd  &  held  at  Jonothan  Triisdils  on  y^  10  Day 
of  September  1778  At  tlu-ee  of  Clock  after  noon  Voted  that  the  Town  of  Gagei)orough 
Shall  be  Called  Winsor  — 

A  Trew  Coppy  Attest  John  Bkowx    Town  Clerk.— 

Mass.  Files:  House,  no.  294. 

On  the  snme  day  they  prepared  a  petition  in  conjunction  with  the  proprietors  of  the 
adjoining  to^vnship  Number  Five  (most  of  which  is  embraced  in  the  pre.-ent  town  of  Cum- 
mington)  who  had  passed  tho  following  vote  a  week  befoie :  — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  v"  Township  N"  5  the  3<?  Day  of  Sept^  1778  8*  Pro- 
prietors Voted  to  Set  of  the  west  Part  of  s}  Township  to  Gageborough  Begining  at  the 
South  East  Corner  of  Lot  N"  20  Jovning  upon  Partridixfield  Corner  and  Runing  a  Strait 
Line  to  the  north  East  Corner  of  Lot  N"  13  in  the  Second  Devision  in  &<\  Township  with 
one  third  Part  of  the  Publick  Lands  in  s<i  Township 

William  WardPtop— Clark."— Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1778. 

The  joint  petition  is  as  follows  : — • 

"To  the  honie  the  great  and  Gen>  Court  of  the  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  — 

The  Petition  &<:  of  the  Town  of  Gageborough  and  of  Plantation  No  5  in  the  County  of 
Berkshire  humblv  Sheweth  — 

That  by  Reason  of  a  large  Mountain  about  one  third  Part  of  said  Plantation  is  discon- 
nected with  the  other  in  such  a  Manner  yt,  it  is  extreemly  difficult  passing  and  repasing 
from  the  one  Part  to  the  other,  add  to  this  yt  the  one  third  Part  hereby  Petitioning  lies  in 
the  County  of  Berkshire  and  the  other  two  thirds  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  by  all 
which  Means'  tis  very  difficult  doing  the  necessary  Business  of  the  Plantation,  and  would 
be  more  so  in  Case  the  whole  was  incorporated  into  a  Town  — 

Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  further  to  observe  that  said  Plantation  N*  5  never  having 
been  incorporated  have  not  hitherto  paid  any  publick  Taxes  for  the  support  of  the  War 
&<=  ., 

These  are  therefore  humbly  to  request  your  hon"  to  annex  too  and  incorporate  said  • 
one  third  Part  of  said  Plantation  N"  5  Viz  that  Part  lying  in  the  County  of  Berkshire 
with  the  town  of  Gageborough  bv  which  Means  only  your  Petitioners  Inhabitants  of  said 
one  third  Part  of  Plantation  N"  5  can  be  accomedated  and  enjoy  Town  Privileges  A 
Plan  of  the  Premises  will  be  herewith  exhibited  —  And  as  in  duly  bound  your  Petition- 
ers will  ever  Piav—  W-^  Clark  1  §  i^a 

September  lOUi  1778 —  Leicester  Grosvenor  ^  w;W) 

by  order  of  the  Town  Elisher  Brown  r  to  P 

Joseph  Parce  |  iJ>„  o 

John  Cole  Jm®"^ 

Nathan  Harwood        Ebenezer  Harwood        Jonathan  Bearce 
David  Stevens  Asa  Stevens  John  Reed 

Jonathan  Ripley        Thaddeus  Gilbert  Joshua  Beall 

Moses  Gleason  William  Smith  Peter  Harwood 

Marston  Cabot  David  Read  Amos  Preston 

Wilson  Preston." — Ibid. 

This  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  Oct.  9,  1778,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Goodman, 
Stafford  and  Brown.    The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  on  the 

*  See,  also,  Holland's  History  of  Western  Massachusetts,  vol.  n.,  p.  616. 
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14th;  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence,  on  the  15th;  and,  on  the  16th, 
it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  24.  The  act  of  1776-77,  chapter  45,  which,  by  cliapter  10  of  the  present  year  was 
continued  in  force  until  June  20,  1779,  provided  only  for  the  arrest  and  restraint  ot 
persons  whose  liberty  the  Council  should  deem  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  state.  The 
act  of  1776-77,  chapter  48,  provided  for  banishing  disaffected  persons,  after  trial  and  con- 
viction, upon  penalty  of  death  in  case  of  their  return.  This  act  expired  Jan.  1,  1778,  and 
between  the  latter  date  and  the  enactment  of  chapter  18  of  the  year  1777-78,  which  was 
Feb.  3,  1778,  there  was  no  law  in  force  for  deporting  this  class  of  offenders.  The  last- 
named  act,  however,  —  establishing  an  oath  of  allegiance,  which,  while  all  persons  to  whom 
it  was  regularly  tendered  were  obliged  to  take  it  upon  pain  of  being  sent  out  of  the  state 
as  public  enemies,  was  denied  to  the  class  above  mentioned,  —  put  the  persons  so  exchided 
in  the  category  of  persons  refusing,  and  made  their  voluntary  return  after  banishment  a 
capital  crime.  Even  this  act  did  not  expressly  forbid  the  return  of  those  who  were 
intended  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  citizenship  by  reason  of  their  adherence  to  the 
king,  but  left  them  the  chance  of  escaping  detection  through  the  forbearance  of  their 
neighbors,  or  of  persons  in  authority,  and  only  subjected  those  who  did  not  so  escape,  to  the 
risk  of  being  expelled,  under  the  extreme  penalty  provided  for  a  return  after  such  expul- 
sion. 

The  object  of  the  present  chapter  was  to  lessen  the  chances  for  evadmg  arrest  and 
banishment,  of  certain  individuals  and  a  particular  class,  who,  from  their  prominence  as 
citizens  under  the  ministerial  administration  of  the  province,  or  from  their  zeal  for  the 
king,  were  deemed  peculiarly  obnoxious,  and  whom  it  was  thought  necessary  to  deprive 
of  all  opportunity  to  foment" dissensions,  bv  their  i^rcsence  in  the  state. 

Shortly  after  the  expiration  of  the  act  of  1776-77,  chapter  48,  and  before  the  enactment 
of  chapter  18  of  1777-78,  representations  were  made  to  the  Assembly  that  some  of  the 
refugees  who  left  the  province  at  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  were  returning;  and  the 
follo°ving  resolve  *  was  brought  in  to  the  House,  by  Messrs.  Davis,  Hancock  and  Picker- 
m",  who,  on  the  same  day,  had  been  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose:  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Janx  14th  1773 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Court  that  many  persons  ineraical  to  the  Cause 
of  the  American  States  who  went  off  from  this  State  with  Gen'..  How  at  the  avacuation  of 
Boston,  or  at  other  Times  to  our  enemies  are  attempting  to  Come  into  this  State  from 
places  now  in  Possession  of  our  enimics,  therefore  to  prevent  the  Evills  which  mav 
arise  from  Such  attempts  being  put  in  execution  it  is  — Resolved  that  the  Hon''.'  Council! 
be  &  they  are  hereby  desired  to  write  to  Govenr  Cooke  of  the  State  of  Rhod  Island  &  to 
Gen'  Spencer  Commanding  the  Troopes  in  the  service  of  the  american  States  doing  duty 
there,  desiering  them  to  prevent  any  person  from  returning  into  this  State  who  Left  it  as 
aforementioned  —  without  the  Leave  of  the  General  Court  of  this  State,  and  that  the 
Honie  Councill  be  further  desiered,  to  take  all  Such  further  Steps  to  prevent  the  Return 
from'any  other  place  whatever,  of  any  person  who  Left  the  State  as  aforesaid,  unless 
Such  return  be  by  the  Leave  or  permission  of  the  General  Court 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J    Warrex     Spk 

In  Council  Jany  15.  1778  Read  &  Concurred  Jn  ?  Averv    Dy  Secy 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  2\Q,p.  270 

On  the  15th,  the  Council  api)ointed  Moses- Gill  and  Daniel  Hopkins  a  committee  to  take 
the  foregoing  resolution  under  consideration,  and  report.  The  committee  accordingly 
reported' the  following  draught  of  a  letter,  which  was  read  and  accepted  on  the  20th :  — 

"  State  Massachusetts  Bay  Council  Chamber  Jan^.  19  1778 

Sir  it  having  been  represented  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  that  many  persons 
inimical  to  the  American  States  who  went  off  to  the  Enemy  at  the  time  of  the  Evacuation 
of  Boston,  as  well  as  at  Other  times  are  attempting  to  return  into  this  State  it  is  the  earn- 
est request  of  the  Council  that  vou  wou*!  be  pleased  to  take  order  in  such  manner  as  you 
shall  Jud^-e  proper  effectually  to  prevent  all  such  persons  as  ai-e  above  Discribed  fi-om 
returning- mto  this  state,  from  the  Island  of  Rode  Island  or  any  Other  place  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Enemie  — who  shall  not  produce  an  Authenticated  Certificate  of  their  having 
the  leave  and  Consent  of  the  Gener.d  Assembly  of  this  State  for  that  purpose 

The  Assembly  at  whose  special  Instance  this  Letter  is  written  have  this  precaution 
much  at  Heart,  as  it  is  Apprehended  that  great  Evil  may  arise  cspecally  at  this  Critical 
Junture  fi-om  such  a  practice  In  the  Name  and  behalf  of  the  Council 

I  am  sir  your  Humble  Serv' 

To  his  Excellency  Gov.  Cook  cS;  Gen'    Spencer."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  198,  p.  400. 

The  Council  also  issued  the  following  order,  which  was  ordered  to  be  published  in  the 
Boston  papers  and  was  printed  in  the  "  Boston  Gazette  "  of  the  2d  of  February  :  — 
"  state  of  M  B  Council  Chamber  Jan  29  1778 

It  having  been  represented  to  this  Board  that  Persons  inimical  to  the  United  States, 
who  went  off  from  this  State  when  the  British  Troops  under  the  Command  of  General 
Howe  abandon^  the  Town  of  Boston  &  at  other  times,  are  meditating  a  return  into 
America;  and  whereas  the  return  of  such  Per.'^ons  into  this  State  may  be  highly  danger- 
ous to  the  publick  Safety  ,,,.,-,  i.  .,        v.    o 

It  is  therefore  resolved  &  orderd  that  all  Persons  before  describd  or  any  of  them  be  & 
they  are  hereby  forbidden  to  crucr  into  any  Part  of  this  State ;  without  special  Leave  ob- 
taind  therefor  from  the  General  Assembly  upon  pain  of  what  ghall  fall  thereon,  and  the 
good  People  of  this  State  are  hereby  cautiond  against  receiving  or  entertammg  any  such 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XXUI. 
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Persons  who  shall  not  produce  an  authenticated  Certificate  of  their  having  obtained 
Leave  as  aforesaid  and  all  offlccrs  of  this  Government  civil  &  military  are  hereby  required 
to  make  due  returns  of  the  Names  of  such  Persons  as  they  shall  find  transgressing  this 
order  or  any  Part  thereof,  to  this  Board,  that  farther  order  may  be  taken  thereon 

In  Council  Jany  29.' 1778     read  &  Accepted  Jn '>  Atery    D?  Secy." — Ibid., 

vol.  168,  p.  161. 

On  the  2ith  of  September,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hancock,  Pope, 
Cross,  Goodman  and  Dunsraore,  of  the  House,  and  Thomas  Cushing,  Benjamin  Austin, 
Daniel  Hopkins  and  Eleazer  Brooks,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  "  to  consider  what 
further  provision  is  necessary  to  be  made  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  state  of  all  persons 
who  have  left  the  same  and  gone  over  to  our  enemies,  and  report."  The  House  enjoined 
the  members  of  this  committee  froni  their  body  to  sit  immediately  and  sent  to  the  Coun- 
cil a  message  on  the  2d,  and  another  on  the  5th,  of  October,  requesting  them  to  issue  the 
same  injunction  to  the  members  of  the  committee  appointed  from  the  Council.  On  the 
12th,  the  House  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Freeman,  Hancock,  Good- 
man, Aspinwall  and  Washburn,  "  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  to  prevent  the 
Tories  who  have  joined  the  enemy,  from  returning  to  the  state,  and  also  to  consider  what 
is  proper  to  l)e  done  respecting  Tories  within  the  same."  On  the  13th,  the  bill  of  the  pres- 
ent chapter  was  read  twice,  and  on  the  1.5th,  it  was  read  a  tliird  time,  and  passed  to  be 
engrossed  by  a  majority  of  66  out  of  69,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence, 
by  a  committee  of  thirteen  of  the  leading  member3,with  Gen.  Hancock  at  their  head. 
The  Council,  on  the  same  day,  gave  the  bill  two  readings  and  passed  it  to  be  engrossed, 
in  concurrence,  with  the  following  proposed  amendment  after  the  first  section:  — 

"  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  if  either  of  the  person  or  persona  above  named  or  referred 
to,  shall  upon  his  or  their  being  found  in  this  state,  be  indicted  for  treason  against  the 
same,  or  any  other  capital  crime,  he  or  they  shall  be  tried  according  to  law,  and  suffer 
the  punishment  by  law  annexed  to  his  or  their  crime,  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding." 

The  bill  with  this  amendment  was  sent  down  to  the  House,  for  concurrence,  when  it 
was  read  ami  unanimously  rejected,  and  the  House  voted  to  adhere  to  its  own  vote. 

On  the  IGtli,  the  Council  concurred  in  the  bill  without  the  amendment,  whereupon  the 
following  proceedings  took  place :  — 

"  Mf  Gray  came  up  with  a  Message  from  the  Honb'e  House  to  inform  the  Board  that 
they  propose  an  Amendment  in  the- Bill  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  State  of  certain  Per- 
sons therein  named  and  Others  who  have  left  this  State  &c.  Viz'  to  insert  in  said  Bill, 
Nehemiah  Webb  of  Sandwich  in  the  Coimty  of  Barnstable,  Mariner;  Thomas  Danforth 
of  Charlestown  in  the  County  of  Middlesex;  Nathanael  Mills,  John  Hicks,  John  Howe 
and  John  Fleming  of  Boston,  Printers. 

Benjamin  Austin  Esq'  went  down  witli  a  Message  to  the  Honb'e  House  to  inform  them 
that  the  Board  agreed  to  the  proposed  Amendment  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Message." 
—  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXIX.,  p.  13. 

The  l)ill  was  then  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  both  branches,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of 
the  Council. 

Bef  )re  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  sundry  alterations  were  made  in  the  names 
and  additions  of  the  persons  proscribed.  Originally  Mather  Byles  and  Henry  "  Canncr," 
were  each  described  as  "  Episcopalian,  D.  D.,"  and  John  Troutbeck  and  Wiliiara  Walter, 
as  "  Episcopalian  minister."  The  following  persons  were  designated  barristers-at-Iaw ; 
viz.,  Sampson  Salter  Blowers,  Samuel  Fitch,  Benjamin  Gridley,  Samuel  Quincv,  Samuel 
Sewell  and  Joshua  Upharn.  Wiliiara  Coffln  was  described  as  apothecary ;  Sylvester 
Gardiner,  as  surgeon;  Nathaniel  Perkins,  as  physician;  John  Gore,  as  painter;  Adino 
Paddock,  as  coach-maker;  .John  Sargent,  as  trader;  Archibald  Cunningham,  as  shop- 
keeper "  of  groceries,  &c. ;"  John  Knutton,  as  starch-maker  and  tallow-chandler;  Richard 
Clark,  John  Erving,  jun.,  George  Erving,  Joseph  Green,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  jun.,  Elisha 
Hutchinson,  Henry  Lloyd,  John  Powell,  Jonathan  Simpson,  Jonathan  Snelling,  Gregory 
Townsend,  Edward  Lyde  and  Joseph  Scott,  were  called  merchants  — the  two  last,  "  hard- 
ware merchants."  Richard  Lechmei-e,  distiller,  and  Joshua  Loring,  were  described  as 
mandamus  councillors;  Benjamin  Hallowell,  as  "commissioner;"  and  Henry  Ilulton 
.xnd  Charles  Paxton  as  "commissioners  of  customs;"  Robert  Hallowell,  as  "comp- 
troller;" and  Nathaniel  Coffin,  as  "cashier  deputy;"  William  Martin,  as  "captain  of 
artillery;"  and  Joseph  Goldthwait,  as  "deputy  barrack-master;"  Foster  Hutchinson,  as 
"late  judge  of  probate  for  Suffolk;"  and  Nathaniel  Hatch,  as  "clerk  of  the  Superior 
Court; "  Arodi  Thayer  was  called  "  clerk  to  Paxton ;"  and  the  following  were  called  clerks ; 
viz.,  Samuel  Hodges,  "to  a  merchant;"  Henry  Leddle,  "to  a  shopkeeper;"  Daniel 
Silsln-  "  to  a  store ; "  Henry  Smith,  "  to  Henry  Lloyd."  The  following  names  were  can- 
celled in  the  bill;  viz..  John  Martin,  William  Wentworth,  Arthur  Savage, — "deputy  sur- 
veyor and  searcher  at  Plymouth;"  Joshua  Smith,  Elisha  Jones  of  Weston,  "  Esquire," 
and  Sir  William  Pepperrell  "of  York,  in  the  county  of  York,  Baronet."  The  name  of 
Arthur  Savage,  Esq.,  was  subsequently  interlined,  together  with  those  of  Sir  William 
Pepperrell,  Joshua  Smith,  Samuel  Porter,  Josiah  Pomroy  and  Thomas  Cutler,  and  those 
inserted  by  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  House. 

The  following  proceedings  relative  to  exempting  certain  persons  from  the  operation  of 
this  act  seem  proper  to  be  inserted  here :  — 

"  To  the  honorable  the  Council  of  the  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

Francis  Johonnot  most  humbly  sheweth 

That  by  the  Death  of  his  Father  M'..  Francis  .Johonnott  distiller  of  this  Tov/n  in  March 
1775  he  found  himself  necessitated  to  remain  in  Boston  durint;  the  seige  of  this  Town,  in 
Order  to  preserve  the  real  Estate  of  his  said  Father  from  Waste  &  Destruction. 

That  during  the  whole  Time  of  the  Scigc  he  n  no  Instance  shew  himself  an  Espouser  of 
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the  British  Interest,  was  not  an  Associator,  Addresser,  or  in  the  least  Degree  an  Assistant 
to  the  Designs  of  the  Enemies  of  this  his  native  Country.  Unless  his  vending  Liquors 
indiscriminately  to  the  Soldiers  as  well  as  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  &  which  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  have  refused,  can  put  him  in  that  Predicament. 

That  when  the  Seige  was  raised,  he  was  unfortunately  prevailed  upon  by  the  Advice  of 
Persons  who  he  had  been  used  to  looking  up  to  for  Advice,  being  then  under  Age,  to  quit 
the  Town  &  remove  With  the  British  Army.  This  step  he  took  purely  from  Motives  of 
Timidity  &  not  with  the  most  distant  View  of  ever  lending  a  Hand  to  subjugate  or  Dis- 
tress his  Country.  When  his  Youth  &  Inexperience  are  considered,  he  hopes  this  step 
will  not  be  construed  as  an  Act  of  deep  or  unpardonable  Criminalty. 

That  soon  after  his  Arrival  at  Halifax  he  sailed  for  England  where  he  was  soon  taken 
sick  &  confined  for  seven  Months,  &  then  took  a  Passage  to  Russia;  as  the  only  Remedy 
left  for  his  Recovery  was  supposed  to  be  a  Sea  Air.  That  he  returned  from  Russia  in 
October  1777  &  continued  in  London  during  the  last  Winter,  the  Reason  of  which  was  to 
be  assistant  to,  &  if  possible  to  Etfect  the  Escape  of  his  brother  Cap*.  Henry  Jolmsou 
then  a  Prisoner  in  England.  That  upon  hearing  of  his  Escape,  he  took  the  earliest  Oppor- 
tunity of  getting  over  to  France  &  from  thence  to  America,  with  a  View  of  lieing  restored 
to  his  Country,  &  to  be  happy  in  participating  in  her  Distresses  &  to  lend  all  his  little 
aid  to  her  Protectors. 

That  during  his  Absence  he  has  never  failed  to  enquire  out  &  as  far  as  in  his  Power  lay 
to  relieve  his  American  Brethren ;  ample  Vouchers  of  which  he  can  produce  whenever 
called  upon — 

All  these  Facts  he  stands  ready  to  verefy  &  prove  whenever  he  may  be  admitted  so  to 
do;  He  therefore  most  earnestly  prays  your  Honors  to  take  his  Circumstances  into  your 
wise  Consideration,  &  while  you  pity  an  unfortunate  young  Man  so  long  cxil'd  from  his 
Country,  Relations  &  Friends  by  Inexperience  &;  unsound  Advice,  You  will  admit 
him  once  more  to  the  Protection  of  this  Country,  by  permitting  him  to  take  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance,  or  give  him  such  a  Hearing  as  may  clear  up  his  Character  &  give  him  the 
Privileges  of  An  American  Citizen,  or  take  such  other  Order  on  the  Premisses  as  to  your 
Wisdom  &  Goodness  shall  seem  most  proper  — 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  Francis  Johonnot 

Boston  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Oct'   lOfji  1778 

M.  he  arrived  in  Portsmouth  from  France,in  the  Providence  Ship  of  War,  Abraham 
Whipple  Esql.  Commander  Thursday  the  15*  Instant,  and  was  Enter'd  on  board  said 
Ship  in  France  in  July  last—  Francis  Johonnot."—  Mass.  Archives, 

vol.  184,  p.  273. 

The  following  petition  was  signed  by  John  Avery  and  157  others :  — 

•'  To  the  honorable  the  Council  &  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled  —  at  Boston  January  1779  — 

We  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  your  Honors,  as  constituting  the  supreme  Legislature  of  the  State,  the 
peculiar  Case  of  our  unfortunate  Townsman  Francis  Johonnot,  who  has,  for  several 
Weeks  been  in  close  Custody,  upon  the  Charge  of  having  returned  to  his  native  Country 
without  first  obtaining  Permission  for  so  doing. 

We  humbly  conceive  the  Circumstances  of  this  ill  fated  young  Man  so  materially  differ 
from  the  Conduct  of  those  Tories  a^^^ainst  whom  the  Vengeance  of  the  State  is  justly 
dh-ected,  that  he  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  infamous  Number.  We  there- 
fore recommend  him  to  the  honorable  Coui-t  as  a  Person  who  we  wish  to  have  restored  to 
our  Country  &  admitted  to  the  Privileges  of  a  Citizen :  And  earnestly  soUicit  your 
Honors  to  take  such  Order  in  his  behalf  as  shall  effectually  operate  in" his  Favour,  & 
deliver  him  from  his  present  distressed  Situation.  And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever 

pray." — Ibid.,  p.  314. 

"  We  recommend  to  your  Consideration  the  Case  of  M"'  Francis  Johonnott,  who  is  now 
Confined  in  Goal  in  Boston  as  a  person  included  in  the  Act  intitled  *  An  Act  to  prevent  the 
return  to  this  State  of  certain  Persons  therein  named  and  others  who  have  left  this  State 
or  either  of  the  United  States  and  joined  the  Enemies  thereof.'  The  Peculiar  Circum- 
stances of  this  Person  are  fully  represented  in  two  Petitions  he  preferred  to  the  Council— 
It  appeared  to  the  Council  that  his  Conduct  during  his  Absence  &  since  he  fled  from 
Great  Britain  had  been  such  as  that  in  Case  he  should  be  sent  out  of  this  State  as  by  the 
Act  beforementioned  is  directed,  he  would  be  lialjle  to  be  Apprehended  as  a  Traitor  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and  to  suffer  the  Punishment  Persons  of  such  a  Character  are  by 
the  Laws  of  Great  Britain  Exposed  to,  we  therefore  tliought  that  his  being  Sent  off  under 
such  Circumstances  would  be  deemed,  by  every  Candid  Person,  as  a  Species  of  Cruelty 
unworthy  of  Americans  &  bring  such  a  stain  upon  the  Character  of  this  Government  as 
could  not  easily  be  wiped  off,  we  therefore  directed  the  Board  of  War  to  Pospone  the 
Sending  him  off  Untill  he  could  have  an  opportunity  to  lay  the  State  of  his  Case  before 
the  General  Assembly,  so  that  if  it  was  thought  reasonable  &  Proper  he  might  be  restored 
to  the  Rights  Priviledges  &  immunities  of  an  Inhabitant  of  this  State."  —  Extract  from 
message  of  the  Council  to  the  House,  Jan.  6,  1779  :  ibid.,  vol  158,  p.  130. 
"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan^.  2^  1779. 

*  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  Francis  Johonnott  now  a  prisoner  in  the  Town 
of  Boston,  exhibited  a  very  humane  and  friendly  disposition  to  American  prisoners  when 
in  England  by  affording  them  Aid  &  Comfort  when  under  a  cruel  Imprisonment  that  he 
made  an  explicit  Renunciation  of  all  Allegiance  to  the  British.Crown  before  he  embarked 
for  America  &  that  afterwards  he  entered  a  Volunteer  in  the  Service  of  the  United 
States — And  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  said  Johonnott  does  not  fully  come 

•Printed  resolves,  chapter  XV. 
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within  the  Intendment  8c  Meaning  of  the  Act  (commonly  called  the  exclosioa  Act)  upon 
which  he  stands  committed — 
Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Keeper  of  the  common  Goal  in  the  Town  of  Boston  be  & 

hereby  is  directed  to  discharge  from  the  Goal  Afor^  the  said  Francis  Johonnott  after  ho 
shall  have  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  this  State,  (which  any  Justice  of  peace  for  the 
County  of  Suffolli  is  hereby  impowered  to  Administer)  the  said  Johonnot  paying  Goalers 
Fees  &  other  Clrarges  arising  in  Consequence  of  his  Commitment 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering  Spk'' 

In  Council  Jan>  9.'  1779    Read  &  Concurred  Jn^  Avery  D  Sec? 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid  ,  vol.  220,  p.  186. 
««f  <•<»    f  ATn  otta  RoTT  V^o  t^s  Hon'.,  the  Council  and  the  Hon'.,  the  House  of  Reprc- 
otate  or  luass..  tsay  ^  ggntatives  sitting  at  Boston  Septemljer  1779.— 

The  Petition  of  Elizabeth  Whittington  in  Behalf  of  her  Husband  William  Whitington 
now  confined  in  Goal    Humbly  Shews.  — 

That  at  the  time  the  Inhabitants  were  obliged  to  leave  the  Town  of  Boston,  and  go  into 
the  Country  by  tiic  Town's  being  blocltadcd,  her  said  husband  applyed  for  a  Pass  for  liim- 
sclf  and  Family  to  go  into  the  Country,  with  their  Effects,  andoljtainedone  fi'om  General 
Gage;  that  ho  procured  Boats  to  transport  his  Effects,  but  could  not  pass  the  Admiral 
Avithout  a  Permit  from  him,  who  would  grant  one  only  for  himself  &  Family,  taking 
Nothing  with  them  ))ut  Bedding  &  necessary  wearing  Apparel;  That  having  a  large  Stock 
of  I/iqiiors  by  him,  together  with  other  valuable  Eflt'ects,  he  did  not  incline  to  leave  them 
behind  but  chose  to  Tarry  in  Town  to  secure  his  Interest,  sending  his  Wife  ik.  Children 
into  tlie  C'ountry,  where"  they  remained  untiJl  the  Town  was  evacuated  by  the  British 
Troops;  that  after  the  Battle  at  Bunker- Hill  he  was  anxious  to  go  out  of  Town,  and 
applyed  for  a  pass  and  was  denyed  one,  whicli  obliged  him  to  remain  in  the  Town  untill 
the  'i'roops  went  away,  and  he  with  many  others  not  less  attached  to  the  Cause  of  America 
than  himself  through. Timidity  went  off  with  them,  to  New  York;  that  j^our  Petitioner 
about  twelve  months  Ago  went  from  here  by  Permission  to  her  said  husband,  in  order  to 
persuade  him  to  return,  v%'hen  she  arrived  at  New  York,  they  consulted  which  would  be 
the  most  likely  way  to  return ;  and  hearing  that  it  was  generally  supposed  by  the  British 
Troops  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  winter  in  Philadelphia,  they  concluded  to  take 
Passage  to  that  place,  thinking  if  Phihidelphia  was  evacuated,  they  might  chance  to  be 
left  there,  and  ljy  that  means  they  would  have  an  Opportunity  to  return;  which  turned 
out  to  his  expectation ;  (they  would  observe  that  while  he  was  in  Philadelphia  ho  liad 
little  or  Nothing  to  do  with  the  Troops,  that  contrary  to  his  Will  they  quartered  about 
Sixty  Soldiers  upon  him)  having  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  united  States  of 
America  when  our  Peoi)le  entered  the  City,  he  was  permitted  to  reside  there  with  his 
Family  unmolested,  untill  the  latter  End  of  August  last,  at  which  time  he  with  his  Family 
and  Effects  set  olF  for  this  place,  and  arrived  here  in  September  then  next  following,  and 
immediately  upon  his  arrival  was  committed  to  Goal  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence of  the  Town  of  Boston :  which  Commitment  j'our  Petitioner  apprehends 
was  tottaly  illegal,  as  he  knows  of  no  law  of  the  State  giving  them  Power  to  imprison 
without  .iuilgment  of  Law;  and  tEis  was  the  less  justifiable  in  them  as  your  Petitioner 
was  deshous  and  ready  to  prove  himself  innocent  of  the  Charge  of  being  inimical  to  liis 
Country,  and  that  he  was  not  within  the  Spirit  or  Letter  of  the  late  Act  for  i)'.cventing 
certain  persons,  therein  named  and  described,  from  returning  into  this  State;  he  was  how- 
ever prevented  from  doing  himself  this  Justice  by  the  aforesaid  Conduct  of  the  Commit- 
tee :  he  wishes  to  be  considered  as  he  really  is,  a  good  &  faithful  Sui)ject  of  this  State, 
a  cordial  Friend  to  the  Liberties  of  America  and  a  well  wisher  to  the  Cause  in  which  she 
now  is  engaged  :  he  thei'efore  prays  your  Honors  to  take  the  Matter  under  Consideration 
and  upondne  enquiry  into  the  Circumstances  of  his  Case,  order  him  to  be  set  at  Liberty, 
or  talce  sucli  otiier  Order  thereon  for  his  relief  as  to  your  Honors  shall  seem  wise  & 
just —    And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  Elizabeth  Whittington." — Ibid., 

vol.  l8o,p.S\2. 

"  State  of  Massachusets  Bay— In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan?.  13'.';  17S0. 

*  On  the  Petition  of  Elizabeth  Whittington,  in  behalf  of  her  Husband,  William  Wiut- 
tiiigton,  praying,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  s'}  Petition,  that  her  si  Husband, may  be  set  at 
liiierty  &  permitted  to  tarrj'  in  this  State — 

Resolved,  that  William  Whittington  be  discharged  from  the  Bonds  he  is  under  to  leave 
this  State,  &  lie  set  at  liberty  &  permitted  to  tarry  in  the  same,  provided  he  first  take 
the  Oath  of  allegiance,  to  this  &'  the  United  States  of  America,  before  some  magistrate 
in  tho  Town  of  lioston  duly  authorized  to  administer  the  same,  according  to  a  law  of  this 
State—        Sent  up  for  Concurrence  .John  Hancock     f^pk 

In  Council  Jan>'  13'^  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sec^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  314. 

"  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  f  To  the  Honbie  the  Councill  &  House  of 

Cumberland  ss —       <,     Representatives  of  s"J  State: 

Stephen  Longfellow  late  of  Falmouth  in  s^  County  Esqr  humbly  shews — that  his 
Son  Cap'.  Sam'.  Longfellow  late  of  k<i  Falmouth  having  rcturn'd  from  Sea  just  before  the 
burning  of  that  Town  the  Vessell  whereof  he  was  Master  being  hali'd  into  the  wharf  was 
burnt  at  that  Time,  by  means  whereof  &  Navigation  being  then  Dull  he  was  thrown  out 
of  Business  and  continued  so  untill  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1777  at  which  Time  having 
obtained  Letters  of  Recommendation  from  some  Gentlemen  in  Falmouth  to  M";  Cornelius 
Durant  of  the  Island  of  S'.  Croix  in  the  West  Indies  Merch'.  he  took  Passage  there  in 
Order  to  get  Business  he  was  soon  put  in  Mate  of  a  Vessell — made  one  Voyage  and 

♦  Printed  resolves  of  the  December  Bcssion,  1779,  chapter  CXVL 
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return'd  to  S'.  Croix  again  and  was  then  put  in  Master  of  a  small  Sloop  &  cruis'd  among 
the  West  Ind'ia  Islands.  After  this  vizt.  in  the  fall  of  the  Year  1778  he  got  to  be  Master 
of  another  Sloop  and  went  to  Virginia  &  has  been  constantly  imploy'd  from  Virginia  to 
the  West  Indies  ever  since  till  last  Cristmas  saving  when  he  was  driven  on  Shore  or 
taken  by  the  British  Vessells  which  has  happend  two  or  three  Times,  last  Christmas  he 
came  to  Virginia  very  sick  &  remain'd  so  all  last  Winter  and  Spring  insomuch  that  his 
Physicians  advised  him  to  come  to  the  Northward  for  his  Health  but  as  he  was  bound 
hither  he  had  the  misfortune  once  more  to  be  taken  by  the  Britons  and  carried  into  new 
York  &  there  he  now  is  a  Prisoner  very  weak  and  Low  if  alive — But  it  so  happens  that 
notwithstanding  he  has  I  am  persuaded  never  so  much  as  had  the  least  intention  to  go 
over  to  or  Join  the  Enemy  yet  his  name  is  inserted  in  the  Law  of  this  *  made  against  those 
that  have — His  Case  is  very  singular  by  the  Britons  he  is  taken  and  treated  as  an  Enemy 
and  kept  a  Prisoner  there;  and  by  the  Authority  of  this  State  accus'd  of  having  joind 
them  &  the  severest  punishments  awaits  him  here— I  think  I  can  truly  say  that  there  is 
no  Judicious  Person  this  Way  that  has  heard  of  his  Transactions  since  he  left  Home  but 
think  his  Names  being  inserted  among  those  who  had  joind  the  Enemy  was  an  Error — 
Wherefore  I  humbly  request  he  may  have  permission  from  your  Honours  to  return  Home 
for  recovery  of  his  Health  and  to  make  his  Innocence  appear  and  as  in  Duty  bound  will 
ever  pray —  Stephen  Longfellow  Jx" 

Gorham  Augt  10*  1780  in  Behalf  of  his  Father- 

In  Council  Sep'.  12'.  1780  Read  &  Ordered  that  Samuel  Niles   Eq   with  such  as  the 
Hon'ble  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  Consideration  this  Petition  together 
with  the  Papers  accompanying  the  same  &  to  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon 
Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery  D  Sey 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept.13.  1780  Read  &  concurrd  &  Maj'  Goodman 
&  Brigf  Preble  are  join'd  John  Hancock     spk 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  to  whome  was  referrd  the  Petition  of  Stephen  Longfel- 
low in  behalf  of  Samuel  Longfellow  report  the  following  resolve  f 

Sami.  Niles  ^  Order 
State  of  Mass'.'.  Bay    In  Council  Septera''  14*  1780. 

Whereas  the  Name  of  Samuel  "Longfellow  was  inserted  in  an  Act  pass-J  the  16'.';  of 
October  1778.  intitled  an  Act  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  State  of  certain  persons  therein 
Named,  and  others,  who  have  left  this  State,  or  either  of  the  United  States  and  iojn^  the 
Enemies  thereof,  and  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  by  a  Deposition  Certificate  and  other 
papers  that  Said  Name  was  inserted  thro'  a  mistake, 

Therefore  Resolved  that  Samuel  Longfellow  be  and  hereby  is  permitted  to  return  to  this 
State  from  New  York,  where  he  is  now  detained  as  a  Prisoner  of  this  State,  the  Exclusion 
Act  aforesaid  Notwithstanding—        In  Council  Sept.  14.'  1780        Read  &  Accepted 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avert    D  Sey 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept  14'.hl780    Read  &  concurr'd 

John  Hancock  spk 

Consented  to  "—[Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]  .—Ibid.,  vol.  229,  p.  36. 

On  the  third  of  January,  1780,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  ["  Geni"]  Warren 
and  Paine,  of  the  House,  and  Samuel  Adams,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  "to  consider 
and  report  a  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  general  assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  requesting  that 
they  would  not  permit  any  person  to  reside  within  that  state  who  has  been  excluded  from 
this  state  by  an  act  of  the  government  thereof."  On  the  fifth,  the  following  draught,  in 
the  handwriting  of  Samuel  Adams,  -was  reported  in  accordance  with  this  order,  and 
accepted  by  both  branches,  who  concurred  in  requesting  the  president  of  the  Council  to 
sign  the  letter :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Jany  51iil780 

Sir  The  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  conceiving  that  great  Evil  may  arise  to  the 
United  States,  from  permitting  Persons  inimical  to  our  Common  (;ause,  to  reside  within 
them ;  and  having  Reason  to  apprehend,  that  certain  Persons  of  such  Character,  who  by 
an  Act  of  Government  are  excluded  from  this  State,  are  meditating  a  Design  to  obtain  a 
Residence  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  have  thought  it  necessary  to  address  you  on 
the  Subject,  and  request  that  you  would  be  pleasd  to  communicate  their  Sentiments  to 
your  General  Assembly. 

It  is,  in  the  Opinion  of  this  Assembly,  highly  criminal,  for  a  Citizen  to  be  an  indifferent 
S])ectator  of  the  Miseries  of  his  Country— much  more  so,  to  desert  her  while  struggling 
for  Liberty— and  still  more,  to  seek  Refuge  in  the  very  Time  of  her  Conflict,  in  the  Arms 
of  her  cruel  &  inveterate  Enemies.  It  cannot  then  be  thought  strange,  that  those  who 
love  and  reverence  their  Country,  feel  an  Indignation  against  the  Men,  who  have  held  her 
Safety,  her  Lil)ertv  and  her  Honor  at  so  cheap  a  Rate. 

The  Injury  which  this  State  unavoidably  sustains,  from  the  Acts  of  too  many  internal 
Enemies,  hath  been  a  sufficient  Caution  against  receiving  into  their  own  Bosom,  those, 
who  have  -srlthdrawn  their  Persons  and  their  Aid  in  the  Time  of  Distress;  and  there  is 
less  Reason  for  others  to  expect  Favor  and  Forgiveness,  who,  having  basely  betrayd  a 
Diffidence  in  the  Wisdom  &  Fortitude  of  their  Country,  and  the  righteous  Cause  she  was 
contending  for,  have  imagind  themselves  more  secure  under  the  Power  of  its  Invaders,  and 
fled  to  therii  for  Protection. 

It  is  indeed  much  to  i)e  regretted,  that  the  greatest  Vigilance  is  insufiicient  to  detect  the 
most  virulent  l<;nemics  of  the  publick  Liberty  and  bring  them  to  condign  Punishment. 
I'his  Government,  however,  hath  taken  every  Measure  which  Prudence  dictated  to  effect 
so  necessary  a  Purpose  Notorious  offenders  have  been  proscribd  by  the  Laws  and  for- 
bidden to  return  from  their  voluntary  and  shameful  Exile.    Mutual  Interest,  and  mutual 

*  Sic:  "state  "omitted.  t  Printed  resolveB,  chapter  XXL 
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Friendship  most  strongly  remonstrate  against  such  Persons  being  permitted  to  reside 
within  any  of  the  Sister  States. — While  we  are  embarkd  in  the  same  Cause, — while  we  are 
actuated  by  the  same  Principles  &  Views, — while  we  partake  of  the  same  publick  Feeling, 
and  are  confederated  for  the  same  great  Purpose  of  mutual  Safety  &  Defence,  Honor  and 
Justice  forbid  us  to  entertain  a  Suspicion  that  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  would  afford 
Shelter  &  Protection  to  those  who  liave  forfeited  the  Rights  of  Citizens  in  the  United 
States. 

In  the  Name  &  behalf  of  the  General  Assembly  I  am  &c 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  &  Providence  Plantations." 
—Ibid.,  vol.  202,  p.  22. 

Chap.  25.  Before  the  following  resolve  by  the  Continental  Congress  was  passed,  the 
Assembly  of  Massachusetts  had  already  enacted  chapter  18  of  the  acts  of  1775-70,  by 
which  forging  or  altering  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  either  of  them,  or  the 
uttering  of  such  forged  bills,  subjected  the  offender  to  ignominious  punishment,  to  incapac- 
ity to  hold  office,  and  to  the  payment  of  treble  damages  to  the  person  defrauded :  — 

"  Resolced,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of  the  United  Colonies  to 
juiss  laws  for  punishing,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  fit,  persons  who  shall  counter- 
feit, or  aid  or  abet  in  counterfeiting,  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  or  who  shn.ll  pass  any 
such  bill  in  payment  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit."  —  Journals  of  Congress:  June 
24,  1776. 

This  resolve  was  forwarded  to  the  Assembly,  together  with  the  resolve  recommending 
the  passage  of  laws  for  the  punishment  of  treason  (printed  in  the  note  to  1776-77,  chapter 
32.  ante),  in  a  letter  from  John  Hancock,  dated  June  25;  and  on  the  fifth  of  July,  was 
referred  to  a  joint  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Palmer,  Sergeant  of  Haverhill,  and 
Mayhew,  of  the  House,  and  John  Wiuthrop  and  Francis  Dana,  of  the  Council,  whose 
report,  if  they  made  one,  has  not  been  found. 

By  chapter  4i  of  the  acts  of  1776-77,  passed  more  than  ten  months  after  the  above 
resolve  of  Congress,  it  was  made  felony  in  ISIassachusetts  to  forge  public  bills  of  credit,  and 
uttering  or  altering  such  bills  was  made  punishable  by  setting  in  the  pillory,  cutting  off  an 
ear  and  the  end  of  the  thumb  of  the  right  hand,  whipping  anel  imprisonment.  Chapter 
47,  passed  May  10,  1777,  did  not  change  these  penalties,  but  avoided  all  conveyances  by 
offenders,  made  after  conviction,  as  against  the  claims  of  parties  injured  and  the  claims  of 
such  persons  as  were  entitled  to  rewards  for  the  detection  of  the  counterfeiters,  and  also 
as  against  the  lien  for  costs  and  penalties.  The  provision  of  1776-77,  chapter  44,  against 
utterers  of  counterfeit  bills  did  not  appear  in  the  printed  act  —  the  word  "  uttei'ing,"  which 
appears  both  in  the  original  bill  and  in  the  engrossment,  being  changed  in  the  print  to 
"  altei'ing."  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  it  was  supposed  that  the  only  law  which  pre- 
scribed a  penalty  against  uttering  bills  of  credit  was  chapter  44  above  referred  to,  the 
insufficiency  of  which,  as  printed,  called  for  fm-ther  legislation. 

On  the  thu'd  of  June,  1778,  Mr.  Lowell,  Col.  Freeman  and  Col.  Pope,  of  the  House, 
were  appointed  a  committee  "to  revise  the  laws  for  preventing  the  counterfeiting  and 
depreciating  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  report  what  is  proper  and 
necessary  to  be  done  tliereon."  No  report  of  this  committee  has  been  discovered,  but  on 
the  seventh  of  January,  following,  Judge  Sullivan  had  leave  "  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  more 
eflectually  jranishing  persons  guilty  of  passing  counterfeit  money."  On  the  Uth,  the  i)ill 
of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House ;  on  the  loth,  it  was  read  a  second  time ; 
and,  on  the  18th,  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  sent  up  for  concm-rence.  In  the 
Council  the  bill  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  19th,  with  an  amend- 
ment changing  the  amount  of  the  fine  in  the  second  section,  from  five  thousand  poimds  to 
thu'ty  thousand.  The  House  refused  to  concur  in  this  amendment,  on  the  20th,  and  voted 
to  adhere  to  their  own  vote,  whereupon  the  Council  receded,  and  concm-red  with  the 
House,  on  the  21st,  and,  on  the  22d,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.2Q.  "State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

To  the  Honorable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Coiu't  assembled. 
The  Pettition  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Methuen  humbly  sheweth, 
that  we  whose  names  are  under  written,  and  Others ;  being  dissatisfied  with  the  Rcv<|  Mr 
Sargeants  Doctrine  and  Manner  of  Dissapline,  or  Chiuch  Government,  have  withdi-aw'n 
ourselves  from  his  Ministry,  and  have  built  us  a  Meetiug-House,  and,  have  called,  Ob- 
tained, and  settled  a  Gospel  Minister  amongst  ourselves  upon  our  own  Cost  and  Charge, 
who  was  ordained  over  Us  November  25'^  1772.  Nevrtheless,  we  have  been  taxed  to 
Support  the  Revd  M";  Sargeant  from  that  Time  untill  now. 

Therefore,  yoiu-  humlilePetitioners  pray  You  (If  you  in  your  Wisdom  shall  think  fit) 
To  sett  off  Those  of  Your  humble  Peti^oneres  whose  Names  are  under  Written,  from 
paying  to  the  support  of  the  Reverend  Mf  Sargeant,  and  such  others  whose  Names  shall 
be  made  to  appear  at  Court  at  any  Time  prefixed,  or  agreed  upon  by  the  Great  and  Gen- 
eral Court  or  Town  of  Methuen ;  And  Incorporate  them  into  a  Society,  that  they  may  be 
Able  to  Suport  the  Gospel  among  themselves  ?  Otherwise,  leave  your  Petitioners,  as  you 
in  your  Wisdom  shall  think  fit  ?  And  as  your  Petitioners,  in  Duty  Bound,  shall  ever 
Pray.— 

JosiAH  Osgood  Ebenez  Carlton  Samuel  BodWell 

Enoch  Merrell  Daniel  Hibberd  Nathaniel  Pettingil 

Ebenezer  Hebberd  Samuel  Palmer  Williasi  Cross 

John  Willson  John  Palmer  William  Webber 

DiiJxiEL  BoDWELL  JuN^  James  Palmer  William  Cross  Junr 

Da\t;d  Barker  William  Hibberd  Jonathan  Cross 

Joseph  Merrill  John  Barker  Ja  Simeon  Cross 
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Jonathan  Attsten  Abel  Merril  Benj  'Webber 

James  Hibberd  Eliphalet  Bodwell         Joseph  Cross 

Ebexezer  Hibberd  ju^  Phineas  Pettingill  David  Whittiek 

Pain  Morss  Dudlt  Pettingill  Samul  Cross 

John  Barker  John  Hebberd  Nathaniel  Webber 

Nathanil  Pettengill  Juk        John  Hebberd- Junr         Jesse  Tyler 
Nathaniel  Hibberd  Jonathan  Hebberd  Samuel  Webber 

William  Bodwell  Parker  Rioardson  Elisha  Webber 

John  Tippets  John  Cheney  Nathaneil  Tiler."  — 

Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1778-79. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  Jan.  8,  1778,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Perry,  Whitney  and  Wales.  The  report  of  this  committee  was 
accepted  on  the  19th,  and  was  probably  a  di-aught  of  the  order  of  notice,  which  on  that  day 
was  adopted  by  a  resolve  of  both  branches,  and  which  the  petitioners  were  required  to 
serve  upon  the  town  clerli  of  Methuen,  fifteen  days  before  the  second  Wednesday  oE  the 
next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  that  the  inhal)itants  might  then  shoA\-  cause  wliy  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  should  not  be  granted.  The  General  Coiu't  was  subsequently  pro- 
rogued to  the  first  of  April,  but  no  action  upon  this  petition  has  been  discovered  among 
the  doings  of  that  session,  nor  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  Assembly.  In  the  second 
session  of  1778-79,  the  secretary  was  ordered  by  the  House  to  lay  this  petition  upon  the 
table,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  tlie  same.  The  only  papers  on  file  with  the 
bill,  are  the  petition  and  order  of  notice  aforesaid,  and  the  following  copy  of  a  vote  of  the 
town  :  — 

"  At  a  Leagul  Town  meeting  in  Methuen  on  Thursday  Febury  12""  1778  the  fourth 
article  in  said  meeting  Avas  to  see  what  the  To^vn  would  vote  Respecting  tlie  Copey  of  a 
petition  sent  from  the  Great  &  Genaral  Conrt  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabetent  of  said  Town 
attending  publick  worship  at  the  Red  M''  Chapmans  meeting  House  who  have  Ben  Taxed 
for  the  support  of  the  Red  M''  Sargeant  to  shew  Cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  should  not  be  Granted  the  Question  being  put  and  the  Town  voted  not 
to  shew  any  Cause  why  the  petition  should  be  Granted 
Methuen  March  30"»  1778  a  True  Copey  pr 

Jonathan  Swan  Clark  of  said  Town."  —  Ibid. 
The  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  September  18th,  and  the  petitioners  were  granted 
liljerty  "to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  their  petition."  On  the  '21st  of 
January,  1779,  this  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  a  second  and  third  time  on  the  two  suc- 
ceeding days  and  Avas  then  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  sent  up  for.  concurrence.  It  was 
passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed  in  the  Council  on  the  23d,  and,  on  the  25th,  it  was 
passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches. 

Chap.  27.  This  act  was  passed  to  avoid  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  existing 
law  relative  to  the  ti'ial  of  persons  charged  with  committing  acts  of  treason  without  the 
limits  of  the  state.  Chapter  9  of  the  acts  of  this  year,  in  the  note  to  which  some  account 
is  given  of  the  trial,  at  Great  Barrington  and  Springfield,  of  certain  persons  charged  with 
treasonable  conduct,  was  special,  and  limited  to  the  particular  cases,  and  to  the  term, 
therein  mentioned;  while  the  present  chapter  gave  a  general  jurisdiction  to  the  Superior 
Court  in  all  such  cases. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  which  was  read  a  fii-st  time,  on  the  12th,  and  was  passed  to  be 
enacted  on  the  25th  of  January,  originally  contained  the  following  final  clause,  which 
was  struck  out  before  it  had  passed, "in  the  House,  to  be  engrossed;  viz.,  "unless  the 
supreme  executive  power  of  this  state  shall  order  such  person  to  be  tried  in  some  county 
whereof  he  is  not  an  inhabitant." 

By  chapter  38  of  the  acts  of  this  year,  one  term  of  the  Superior  Court  was  ordered  to  be 
held,  annually,  at  Great  Barrington,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  thus  establishing 
a  forum  for  the  trial  of  inhabitants  of  that  county  charged  with  the  offences  described  in 
this  act  and  the  act  to  which  it  is  in  addition. 

Chap.  28.  On  the  7th  of  January,  1779,  the  committee  appointed  to  sign  the  bills  of 
credit  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  chapter  19,  were  appointed  a  committee  "tobring  in  a  bill 
for  repealing  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  and  for  procuring 
another  plate  for  the  impression  of  said  bills."  No  report  of  this  committee, has  been 
discovered,  but,  on  the  19th,  the  bill  of  the  present  chapter  was  read,  a  first  time,  in  the 
House.  It  was  read  a  second  time  on  the  20th,  and  was  passed,  in  the  House,  to  be  en- 
grossed, on  the  21st,  and  on  the  25th,  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  botli  branches. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  Messrs.  Sexton,  Tyler  and  Cutts  were  appointed  a  committee 
"to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  exchange  the  small  bills 
of  credit,  agreeable  to  a  late  act  of  court,  and  report,"  but  no  report  of  this  committee 
has  been  discovered. 

For  further  proceedings  relative  to  the  bills  of  credit  referred  to  in  this  chapter,  see  the 
note  to  chapter  19,  ante. 

Chap.  29.  On  the  3d  of  June,  1778,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Gray  and 
Dana,  of  the  House,  and  Mr.  Josiah  Stone,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  "  to  consider  of 
the  laws  restraining  the  sale  of  goods  at  vendue,  and  i-eport  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
thereon."  No  report  by  this  committee  has  been  discovered-,  but  on  the  9lh  of  October  — 
the  act  of  1777-78,  chapter  22,  for  reviving  the  act  to  prevent  the  selling  of  goods  at  public 
vendue,  having  expired,  by  its  own  limitation,  on  the  14th  of  September — a  committee  of 
the  House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ward,  Gorham  and  Parker,  was  appointed-"  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  suppressing  vendues,  and,  if  they  think  it  expedient,  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  that  purpose." 
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On  the  20th  of  January,  1779,  a  bill  with  the  title  of  this  chapter,  and  containing  all  its 
provisions  except  sections  2  and  3,  and  the  clause  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  lines  of  section  1 
prohibiting  sales  amounting  to  sales  by  auction  (which  clause  was  substituted  for  the 
words  "  excepting  vessels  with  their  appurtenances,  and  houses  and  lands,"  in  the  original 
di'aught)  was  read  a  first  time. 

This  bill  seems  to  have  been  reported  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Gray,  Sulli- 
van, Barrel!,  Goodman  and  Wales,  appointed  Januar}^  9th,  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  more  effectu- 
ally to  prevent  forestalling  and  rcgrating,  and  for  suppressing  vendues." 

On  the  21st,  this  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  recommitted, —  probably  to  be 
amended  in  the  particulars  above  named, — and.onthe  27th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  30.  As  early  as  Dec.  4,  1775,  a  petition  fi'om  the  plantation  of  "  Gardinerstown," 
praying  to  be  incorporated  into  a  to^vnship  by  the  name  of  Hancock,  was  read  in  the 
House,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Thompson,  Pettingale  and  Gates.  Neither  this  petition 
nor  a  report  of  the  committee  above  named  has  been  foimd;  but  the  next  Assembly 
passed  a  resolve  (June  20,  1776)  empowering  the  committee  of  Gardinerstown  "  to  act  in 
their  capacity,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  as  though  said  town  was  incorporated." 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1778,  the  following  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  and  com- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Tobey,  Woodbury  and  Snow :  — 

"To  the  Honorable  Council  and  House  of  Reprisentatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay 

The  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Freeholders  and  others  Inhabitant  of  the  Plantation  now 
called  Gerdinerston  in  tlie  County  of  Lincoln  within  the  State  afore  Saitl,  humbly  sheweth. 
That  there  is  now  more  then"  fifty  Families  Settled  within  the  Said  Plantation  called 
Gerdinerston  who  in  their  present  Setuation  Labour  under  many  Difficulties,  and  are  de- 
sirous of  enjoying  the  Priviledges  that  will  arise  to  them  by  being  incorporated  into  a  Town, 
Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray  that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  Town  by  the  fol- 
lowing Bounds.  Viz.  Beginning  upon  Kennebeck  River  at  the  North  Line  of  the  Town 
of  Pownalborough,  and  to  run  an  East  South  East  Course  on  Said  North  Line  five  miles 
from  Said  River ;  from  thence  to  run  Northerly  about  Seven  miles  more  or  less  to  the 
South  Easterly  Corner  of  the  Town  of  Hallowill ;  from  thence  to  run  west  North  West  on 
the  South  Line  of  the  Town  of  Hallowill  to  Said  Kennebeck  River,  and  across  the  River 
on  said  Line,  and  also  running  from  Said  River  a  west  North  west  Course  on  the  Said 
South  Line  of  Hallowill,  five  miles  on  the  west  Side  of  Said  Kennebeck  River,  from  thence 
to  run  Southerly,  a  Course  as  that  it  may  Strick  the  Southwesterly  Corner  of  the  North 
Line  of  the  Town  of  Bowdoinham,  and  from  thence  to  run  an  East  South  East  Course,  on 
the  Said  North  Line  of  Bowdoinham  to  Said  Kennebeck  River,  from  thence  up  the  River 
on  the  west  Side  to  Lott  N2.  10  belonging  to  Will"'  Bowdoin  Esq''  Ilirs  then  acros  the 
River  to  the  Bounds  first  mentioned ;  and  that  they  may  be  invested  with  all  the  Powers 
Privilidges  and  Immunities  which  the  Inhabitants*  of  any  of  the  Towns  within  this  State 
respectively  do  or  by  Law  ought  to  enjoy,  and  whereas  a  Tax  has  lately  been  laid  upon 
the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Plantation,  which  your  Petitioners  humbly  conceive  is  more  than 
their  just  Proportion  and  which  they  are  unable  at  present  to  pay ;  and  have  no  proper 
officers  in  Said  Plantation  to  assess  or  collect  the  Same ;  neither  have  they  any  atithorety 
to  choose  any ;  they  therefore  Pray  that  your  Honiu's  would  take  the  Same  into  Consid- 
eration, and  abate  Such  a  part  thereof  as  to  your  Honurs  Shall  See  meet,  and  your  Piti- 
tioners  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray  &^ 

Joseph  North  Philip  Norcross  Sam„el  Beret 

GiDEox  Gardiner  Thos  Philbrook  John  Door 

Thomas  Acry  James  Stackpole  Beniar  dorr 

Reubn  Colburn  Elezar  Tarbox  John  Deni 

Samuel  Oakman  Joseph  Healet  oleur  Colborn 

Bexja  Colburn  Nath^  Berry  Richard  Thomas  senneb 

Heman     Robbens  Andrew  Goodin  Eben  Thomas 

Denes  Jenkins  Enoch  Mqffat  Henry  Smith 

Samuel  Norcross  his  William  Usher 

Nathaniel  Cole  Andrew  ■\-  Mccaslen         Henry  mcCausland 

S.43IUEL  Norcross  Junk  mark  Joseph  Burns"  —  Mats. 

Files :  Bills,  1778-79. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  the  committee  last  named  reported  that  the  prayer  of  the  above 
petition  be  so  far  granted  as  that  they  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  set 
forth  in  the  petition.  Nothing  further,  however,  seems  to  have  been  done  in  this  business 
by  the  petitioners  or  the  Legislature  until  the  r2th  of  January,  1779,  when  a  bill  for  mcor- 
porating  Gardinerstown  was  read,  in  the  House,  a  first  time.  The  name  proposed  for  the 
town,  in  this  bill,  was  "Pcandolph,"  and  the  boundaries  given  therein  diflered  from  those 
in  the  act,  in  the  following  particulars ;  viz.,  beginning  after  tlie  word  "River"  in  the 
seventh  line  of  the  fii-st  section  of  the  act,  the  description  of  the  territory  proceeded  thus :  — 
"and  across  the  River  on  Said  line,  and  also  running  from  Said  River,  a  west  north 
west  course,  on  Said  South  line  of  Hallowell,  five  miles,  on  the  west  Side  of  Said  Kenne- 
beck River  from  thence  to  run  Southerly  to  the  Northwesterly  corner  of  the  Town  of 
Bowdoinham,  and  from  thence,  to  lam  an  East  South  East  course  on  Said  Noi'th  line  of 
Bowdoinham  to  Said  Kennebeck  River,  from  thence,  up  the  River  on  the  west  side,  to 
lott  No  10,  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Willni  Bowdoin  Esq"",  then  across  the  River  to  the 
bound's  first  mentioned."  —  Ibid. 

The  last  three  sections  of  the  act,  and  the  preamble  to  section  3,  were  not  in  this  bill, 
which  had  its  two  subsequent  readings  on  the  13th  and  15th,  i-espectively,  and  on  the  latter 
day  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  sent  lyj  to  the  Council,  for  concm-rence.  On  the 
33d,  the  Council  passed  it,  in  concurrence,  to  Ce  engrossed,  "  as  taken  into  a  new  draft." 
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This  new  dranght  was  in  the  form  of  the  present  chapter,  and,  on  the  29th,  the  House  con- 
curred in  this  vote  of  the  Council,  and  on  the  4th  of  February  the  bill  was  passed  to  be 
enacted. 

Chap.  31.  The  result  of  the  conference  of  committees  of  the  New-England  states  and 
the  state  of  New  Yorl£,  which  was  held  at  Springfield  July  30,  1777,  was  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  several  legislatures  to  repeal  all  clauses  of  acts  for  preventing  monopoly  and 
oppression  so  far  as  they  related  to  establishing  the  market  price  of  commodities  (see  note 
to  1777-78,  chap.  6,  ajite).  Although  public  opinion  in  Massachusetts  was  divided  on  tlie 
question  of  the  expediency  of  attempting  to  establish  a  schedule  of  prices  by  act  of  the 
Legislature,  the  prevailing  sentiment  coincided  with  this  result  of  the  Springfield  conven- 
tion, and  the  Assembly  went  no  further  than  to  malte  the  provision  for  relief  of  the  fami- 
lies of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  in  the  state  quota  of  soldiers  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  which  is  embodied  in  the  resolves  of  Octolier  lOtli,  of  that  year. 

The  prices  of  all  commodities  continuing  to  Increase  as  the  currency  depreciated,  the 
Continental  Congress,  by  the  following  resolve,  attempted  to  apply  on  a  larger  scale  the 
remedy  which  the  New-England  states  and  New  Yorii  had  found  ineffectual,  both  in  their 
domestic  trade  and  in  their  commercial  intercourse :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures,  or  in  their  recess  to  the  execu- 
tive powers,  of  the  respective  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massa(;husetts-Bay,  Rhode- 
Island  and  Providence  plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware,  respectively,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  convene  at  New-Haven  in  Con- 
necticut, on  the  15th  day  of  January  next;  and  to  the  states  of  Virginia,  IMaryland  and 
North-Carolina,  respect"ively,to  appoint  commissioners  to  convene  at  Fredericksburgh  in 
Virginia,  on  the  said  15th  day  of  Jamiary;  and  to  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  respectively,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  convene  at  Charlestown  on  the  15th 
day  of  February  next ;  in  order  to  regulate  and  ascertain  the  price  of  labour,  manufac- 
tures, internal  produce,  and  commodities  imported  from  foreign  parts,  military  stores 
excepted ;  and  also  to  regulate  the  charges  of  inn-holders  :  and  that  on  the  report  of  tlie 
commissioners,  each  of  the  respective  legislatures  enact  suitable  laws,  as  well  for  enforc- 
ing the  observance  of  such  of  the  regulations  as  they  shall  ratify,  and  enabling  such  inn- 
holders  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies,  as  to  authorise  the  purchasing  commissaries  for 
the  army  or  any  other  person  whom  the  legislatttres  may  think  proper,  to  take  from  any 
engrossers,  forestallers  or  other  person  possessed  of  a  larger  quantity  of  any  such  com- 
modities or  provisions  than  shall  be  competent  for  the  private  annual  consumption  of 
their  families,  and  who  shall  refuse  to  sell  the  surplus  at  the  prices  to  be  ascertained  as 
aforesaid,  paying  only  such  price  for  the  same."  —  Journals  of  Congress :  Nov.  22,  1777. 

Notwithstanding  the  experience  of  Massachusetts,  these  r^olves  of  the  Continental 
Congress  were  duly  considered  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  Assembly,  appointed  for 
that°pm'pose  on  the  8th  of  January,  1778,  and  consisting  of  Messrs.  Gray,  Wetniore 
and  Sumner,  of  the  House,  and  Spooner  and  Hopkins,  of  the  Council.  This  com- 
mittee the  next  day  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  "three  gentlemen  be  now  ap- 
pointed by  this  court,  to  meet  in  convention  at  New  Haven,  agreeable  to  said  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  and  that  they  be  instructed  by  this  court  when  chosen,"  which 
report  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Thomas  Cushing,  Robert  Treat  Paine  and  John  Picker- 
ing were  chosen  by  the  joint  vote  of  both  Iwanches.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Pickering  having 
•  resin'ned  the  office,  Mr.  Ehsha  Porter  was  chosen  in  his  stead.    Meanwhile  Messrs.  Davis 

and  Greenough,  of  the  House,  and  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  of  the  Council,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  draught  of  instructions  to  the  commissioners,  which  was  reported 
on  the  12th,  and  accepted  by  the  Coimcil ;  but  the  House  nonconcurring,  this  draught  was 
ordered  to  be  recommitted,  and  the  committee  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  Messrs. 
Washbm-n  and  Wood,  from  the  House,  and  Walter  Spooner  and  Daniel  Davis,  from  the 
Council.  Col.  Leonard  was  also  appointed  by  the  House,  in  the  place  of  Caleb  Davis  who 
was  absent. 

The  committee  thus  reconstituted  reported,  on  the  same  day,  that'  they  had  "  carefully 
revised  the  di-aft  of  instructions  accompanying  this  order,  and,  Iieing  unanimously  of  the 
opinion  they  cannot  alter  them  for  the  better,  take  leave  to  present  them  without  any 
alteration."  This  draught  was,  therefore,  adopted,  and  a  vote,  was  passed  requesting  the 
president  of  the  Council  "  to  sign  three  fair  copies  of  the  same  in  the  name  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly."    The  following  are  the  instructions  thus  prepared :  — 

"  To  The  lion\  Thomas  Cushing  Robert  Treat  Paine  &  Elisha  Porter  Esqtm-es  — 
Gentlemen 

Reposing  special  Trust  &  Confidence  in  your  Wisdom  Prudence  &  Fidelity,  We  have 
in  pursuance  of  a  Resolve  of  the  Hon'  Continental  Congress  passd  the  22J  of  Nov.  last 
appointed  you  Commissioners,  And  do  accordingly  authorise  you  or  any  two  of  yon  to 
meet  the  Commissioners  from  the  States  of  New  Hampshire  Rhode  Island  &  Providence 
Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  &  Delaware,  at  New 
Haven  on  the  15ti>  day  of  this  Instant  January,  and  with  them  or  a  majority  of  them 
deliberate  upon  and  devise  the  most  prudent  &  ellectual  measures  possildo  for  the  ])ro- 
moting  those  valuable  ptu-poses  mentiond  by  the  Hon'  Congress  and  which  not  only  tliey 
but  all  good  men  most  earnestly  desire,  namely,  that  our  Army  may  be  fnrnishd  with 
sutable  cloathing  &  other  Necessaries,  and  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  full  Jus- 
tice is  done  to  them  &  their  families,  from  whence  we  may  hope  for  the  most  happy  Con- 
sequences—  That  all  Monopolisers,  Oppressors,  Sharpers,  Forestallers  &  Extortioners 
'  may  be  discountenanced  &  suppress'd,  that  so  it  may  uo  longer  be  in  their  power  to  dis- 

tress the  Public  or  destroy  a  great  part  of  tlie  Individuals  that  compose  it  —  And  you  will 
carefully  attend  to  everything  that  may  have  a  Tendency  to  promote  the  Wellfare  &  hap- 
piness of  the  whole  &  of  every  part  of  the  Community,  which  from  the  nature  of  your 
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Appointment  is  proper  for  yoiu"  Consideration  —    You  will  make  return  of  your  doings 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  witli  Conveniency."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  142,  ji.  123. 

The  commissioners  from  Massachusetts  reported  to  the  Assembly,  on  the  9th  of  Febrn- 
ary,  in  the  form  of  a  journal  of  the  doings  of  the  commissioners  from  all  the  states  men- 
tioned except  Delaware,  which  was  not  represented.  This  journal  shows  that  the  com- 
missioners from  New  Hampshire,  Rliode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  and 
Connecticut,  assembled  on  the  day  appointed,  and  continued  their  meetings,  by  adjourn- 
ment, until  the  20th,  when,  being  joined  by  all  the  commissioners  from  Massachusetts, 
and  a  quorum  of  the  delegates  from  New  Yorli  and  New  Jersey,  they  proceeded  to  busi- 
ness, and  chose  Thomas  Gushing,  president,  and  Henry  Daggett  of  New  Haven,  secretary, 
and,  after  filing  their  credentials,  that  they  adjom^ned  to  the  21st,  when  they  were  joined 
by  the  commissioners  fi'om  Pennsylvania.  On  the  22d,  they  resolved  that  in  determining 
ail  questions,  the  votes  should  be  taken  by  states  —  each  state  giving  one  vote.  On  the 
23d,  the  question  "  whether  this  convention  will  take  measures  for  regulating  the  price  of 
labor,  &c.,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last"  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative.  On  the  28th,  Roger  Sherman,  Rolx;rt  Treat  Paine,  Nathaniel 
Peabody  and  Benjanlin  Huntington  were  appointed  a  committee  "to  draw  up  a  report  of 
thad.^ings  of  the  convention,"  and  the  next  day  Thomas  Gushing,  William  Denning  and 
John  -'Aleves  Simmes  were  appointed  a  committee  "  to  draught  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  Con- 
tinental Congress,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  this  convention."  On  tne  30th,  the 
draught  of  the  report  was  presented  and  discussed,  "paragraph  by  paragraph,"  and 
ppproved  by  the  convention. 

The  report  which  follows  the  minutes  of  proceedings  in  this  journal  begins  with  a  long 
preamble  in  which  the  commissioners  say  that  they  have  met  "  in  pursuance  of  the  requi- 
sition of  Congress,  and  while  attending  to  the  injunctions  of  their  commissions  they  have 
not  been  insensible  of  the  principles  upon  which  an  opposition  to  the  regulation  of  prices, 
by  law,  is  founded  " ;  that  it  is  evident  that  those  principles  bad  been  "fully  considered  by 
the  Grand  Council  of  America,  that  they  viewed  the  reducing  the  quantity  of  circulating 
medium,  by  stopping  the  currency  of  the  bills  of  the  particular  states,  and  supporting 
futm-e  expenses  by  taxation  and  loaning,  as  the  essential  remedy  and  as  what,  in  time, 
must  work  the  desired  etfect,  *  *  *  but  that  oui*  present  exigencies  require  an  immedi- 
ate reduction  of  prices,  which,  though  by  those  who  are  actuated  l)y  no  better  principle 
than  contracted  self  love,  may  be  considered  as  infi-inging  the  principles  of  trade  and 
li))erty,  is  nevertheless  a  salutary  measm-e  in  connection  with  the  others,  and  practised  by 
all  tlie  states."    The  report  concluded  with  the  following  resolves  :  — 

First  Resolved  that  the  various  kinds  of  labour  of  farmers,  Mechaniks  and  others  be 
set  and  affixed  at  rates  not  exceeding  Seventy  five  ^  Cent  advance  from  what  their 
respective  Labour  was  in  the  same  places  in  the  several  Stales  aforesaid  through  the 
various  Seasons  of  the  year  1774  — 

Second  That  the  price  of  teaming,  &  all  kinds  of  land  transportation  shall  not  exceed 
the  rate  of  five  twelveths  of  a  Continental  dollar  for  the  Carriage  of  twenty  hundred  neat 
weight  ^  Mile  including  all  expences  attending  the  same  — 

Third.  —  That  all  kinds  of  American  manufactures  &  internal  produce,  not  perticularly 
mentioned  &  regulated  by  this  Convention  be  estimated  at  rates  not  exceeding  75  #>*  Cent 
advance  from  the  prices  they  were  usualy  Sold  at  in  the  several  parts  of  the  respective 
States  aforesaid  in  the  year  1774  excepting  only.  Salt,  Cordwood,  Charcoal,  Mutton  Lamb, 
Veal,  small  meats,  &  Poultry  of  all  kinds,  Roots  &  Vegetables,  the  price  of  which  may 
1)ettor  be  regulated  by  the  respective  Legislatures,  if  they  shall  Judge  it  expedient,  than 
by  this  Convention  — 

Fourthy  That  the  price  of  Hemp,  Flax,  Sheeps  Wool,  all  kinds  of  Wollen  &,  Linen 
Cloths  Hosiery  of  all  kinds,  felt  hatts.  Wire,  and  Wool  cards.  Manufactured  in  America 
shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  cent  ^  cent  advance  from  the  price  they  bore  in  the  several 
parts  of  the  States  afores^'  in  the  year  1774  — 

Fifthly  That  the  price  of  aliliinds  of  European  Goods,  Wares,  &  Merchandize  im- 
ported from  foreign  parts,  or  brought  into  these  States  by  Capture,  or  otherwise  shall  not 
exceed  the  rates  of  a  Continental  dollar  for  each  shilling  Sterling  prime  Cost  of  such  goods 
in  Europe  exclusive  of  all  other  charges  when  sold  from  the  importer  or  captor,  excepting 
only  the  following  articles.  Viz,  all  kinds  of  Woollen  &  Linen  goods  &  cheks  suitable 
for  the  Army,  drugs  &  medicines,  Duck  of  all  kind.  Cordage,  Tin  plates,  Coperass, 
Files,  Allum  Brimstone,  felt  hatts.  Nails,  Window  Glass,  Salt,  Steel,  Wire,  Wool  &  Cot- 
ton Cards  Naval  &  MeHtary  Stores  — 

Sixthly.  That  all  Woollen  Cloths,  Blanketts,  Linen,  Shoes,  Stockings,  hatts  &  other 
articles  of  Clothing  suital)le  for  the  Army  l;eretofore  imported  which  are  or  shall  be 
seized  &  taken  by  order  of  Authority  for  the  Use  of  y«  Army  shall  be  estimated  at  the 
above  Rate  with  tlie  addition  of  the  stated  allowance  for  land  carriage  if  any  there  be  to 
the  place  where  taken  — 

Seventhy  That  the  price  of  the  following  articles  at  the  first  port  of  delivery  or  place 
of  manufacture  witliin  these  States  shall  not  exceed  the  rates  to  them  affixed  respectively, 
viz.  Good  West  India  Rum  three  doU^  ^  (xallon  bv  whole-Sale  Good  marchantable  New 
England  Rum  two  dollars  ^  Gall"  by  wholesale  Best  Muscavado  Sugar  Thirty  three 
doU^  &  one  third  of  a  dollar  p''  hundred  gross  weight  &  all  other  sugars  in  usual  propor- 
tion according  to  the  quality  Best  Motlasses  One  dollar  &  a  half^4^  Gall"  by  wholesale 
Coffee  not  to  exceed  three  fourths  of  a  dollar  by  the  hundred  —  Good  marchantable  Geneva 
Two  dollars  ^  Gall"  Good  Marchantable  Brandy  two  dollars  j,^  Gall"  Good  marchanta- 
ble Whiskey  one  dollar  and  one  Sixth  ^  GalllL  All  other  distilled  Spirits  not  herein 
enumerated  not  exceeding  two  dollars  ^  Gallon  — 

Eighth)'  That  no  Trader,  Retailer,  or  Vender  of  foreign  Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchan- 
dizes, shall  be  allowed  more  than  at  the  rate  of  twontv  fivj  jp*  Cent  advance  upon  the 
price  of  such  Goods,  Wares  &  Merchantdize  are  or  shall  be  liist  Sold  for  by  the  importer 
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or  Captor  agreeable  to  this  regulation  with  the  addition  only  of  the  cost  &  Charge  of 
Transportation  by  land  at  the  rate  of  five  twelveths  of  a  dollar  <^  Mile  for  transporting 
twenty  hundred  neat  weight  from  the  first  port  of  delivery  to  the  place  where  the  same 
shall  be  sold  &  delivered  by  retail  — 

Ninethy  That  inholders  be  not  allowed  more  than  fifty  ^  Cent  advance  on  the  whole- 
sale price  of  all  liquors  or  other  foreign  articles  herein  stated,  and  by  them  sold  in  small 
Quantitys  allowing  as  afores^' for  Charges  of  transportation  and  for  all  other  articles  of 
Entertainment,  Refreshment  &  forage  not  to  exceed  7o  <^  Cent  advance  on  the  prices  the 
same  were  at  in  the  same  places,  in  the  year  1774 

Tenthly  That  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  following  table  shall  not  be  sold  or  dis- 
posed of  at  higher  prices  in  the  respective  States  &  places  therin  named  than  at  the  rates 
set  down  &  affixed  to  such  articles  respectively  with  the  addition  only  of  the  stated 
allowance  for  Land  carriage  if  any  there  shall  be  the  s<i  sums  being  Estimated  in  Lawful 
money  at  Six  Shillings  (^  dollar 
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8d 

7¥ 

5i<« 

Ditto   weighing   from  150  to 

200  tfes  #"■  hogg  .  .  .  .^tt> 

8id 

7¥ 

6<« 

1)0  weighing  more  than  200  lbs 

<y)'hogg#'tb      .      .      . 

Qd 

8<J 

6^ 

American  made  Cheese  of  y 

1 

best  quality  .... 

10<* 

lO-i       1 

^d 

9d 

Through  all  the  States  above  named - 


Best  Grass  fed  Beef  with  hide 

&  tallow  .... 
Best  Stall  fed  Beef  with  hide 

&  Tallow  .... 
Good  Butter  c^  the  Firkin  or 

cask 

ditto       by  y  single  lb  or 

smaller  quantity   . 

Raw  Hides        .... 

Good  well  tanned  Sole   Lea- 
ther         

Mens  neat  leather  Shoes  of 
the  best  Common  Sort . 

Mens  Calf  skin  Shoes  of  the 
best  quality  . 

Bloomery  Iron  at  the  Place  of 
Manufacture 

Refined  Iron  at  the  place  of 
Manufacture 

Pig  Iron  at  the  place  of  manu- 
facture    

Best  American  manufactured ) 
steel  fit  for  edge  Tools  .        f 

Common  steel  manufactured ) 
in  America    .        .       .        j 


cj^f  hund'i  Weight  &  in  Proportion  for  that  of 

an  inferior  quality — 
Pr  hundred  weight  &  in  Proportion  for  that  of 
an  inferior  quality  until  y  l^t  day  of  July  next 


rft 


(^  lb  &  skins  in  usual  proportion 

4^*  tb  skins  &  all  kinds  of  cvuTied  leather  in 
due  proportion — 

c^Pair  — 

Weomens   &   Childrens 
tj^r  pair  shoes  in  due  proportion 

f^'  Ton  &  in  proportion  for  a  less  quan- 
tity 

4^''  Ton  and  in  proportion  for  a  less  quantity 


<^'  Ton 

rife 
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Eleventhly  Tbat  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures  of  these  States  that  they 
cause  the  Laws  they  may  enact  to  carry  these  Resolves  into  execution  to  be  in  force  from 
&  after  the  20ih  day  of  March  next  with  such  penalties  anexed  as  they  may  Judge 
effectual."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  141,  p.  68. 

A  draught  of  a  letter  to  Congress  was  also  reported  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  9' 

signed  by  the  president  of  the  convention,  as  follows :  — 

"  New  Haven,  Jan^  30  1778 

Sir  The  Commissioners  appointed.by  the  several  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  Rhode  Island,  &  Providence  plantations  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey  & 
Pcnsylvania  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Hon'  Congress  of  the  22<i  of  Novemr  last 
have  convened  at  New  Haven  in  Connecticut  and  proceeded  upon  the  Business  assigned 
them  of  regulating  tlie  price  of  Labour  &c  "We  now  enclose  a  Copy  of  our  proceedings, 
the  Congress  must  be  sensible  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  fix  the  price  of  Labour  Pro- 
duce cSc  foreign  Commodities  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  satisfoction  to  the  many  persons 
interested,  hence  must  arise  great  jealousies,  disputes  and  Contentions,  and  there  will  be 
great  darigcr  that  the  end  &  design  of  such  a  measure  will  be  frustrated  unless  the  other 
measures  recommended  by  Congress  are  adopted  we  are  therefore  sincerely  Glad  that 
Congress  have  accompanied  the  resolution  above  referred  to,  with  sundry  others  which  if 
complied  with  must  jwoduce  the  happiest  Effects  particularly  that  Congress  have  thought 
it  necessary  that  the  Quantity  of  money  in  Circulation  should  be  reduced  &  for  this  pur- 
pose have  recommended  to  the  United  States  to  effect  this  salutary  &  necessary  measure 
by  Taxation  by  refraining  from  any  further  Emissions  of  Bills  of  Credit  &  by  calling  in 
by  Loan  or  Taxes  &  cancelling  the  paper  money  they  have  already  emitted,  Permit  us 
to  express  our  Sentiments  upon'this  occasion  that  unless  these  three  last  Measures  are 
strictly  complied  with  &  Vigoroursh' carried  into  Execution  the  regulation  of  the  prices 
of  Labour  produce  &  marchandize  will  be  fruitless,  it  will  be  to  no  purpose,  in  short  it 
will  be  impossible  to  carry  it  into  execution  no  truth  being  more  evident,  as  the  Congress 
justly  observes,  than  that  where  the  quantity  of  money  of  any  denomination  exceeds 
what  is  usefull  for  a  medium  of  conmierce,  its  comparative  Value  must  be  proportionably 
reduced,  consequently  the  price  of  Goods  must  proportionably  rise,  &  in  Case  Govern- 
ment under  such  circumstances  and  when  the  Medium  of  Trade  is  in  such  a  fluctuating 
situation  should,  witliout  taking  any  other  measures  to  give  stability  to  the  medium,  fix 
the  prices  of  Goods,  the  PeopleVould  Justly  complain,  as  in  effect  it  would  be  oblidging 
them  to  sell  their  produce  &  Merchandize  for  less  than  the  real  Value,  Our  proceed- 
ings therefore  in  regulating  Prices  are  founded  on  a  /iiZ/rfe/JCTii^ance  that  the  other  mea- 
sures aforesaid  will  be  immediatebj  complied  with  by  the  several  States  &  we  beg  leave  to 
submit  it  to  the  Consideration  of  Congress  whether  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose to  renew  &  enforce  their  recommendations  to  the  United  states  to  exert  themselves 
immediately  to  stop  the  currency  of  all  the  paper  bills  emitted  by  them  respectively  & 
which  are  not  upon  interest  &  to  redeem  them  by  giving  treasurers  notes  upon  Interest 
&  by  Taxes,  to  refrain  from  making  any  further  Enjissions  &  by  Taxation  to  reduce  the 
quantity  of  Continental  Bills  as  last  as  possible —  We  beg  leave  to  observe  that  in  the 
Course  "of  our  deliberations  we  have  found  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  deviating 
from  the  Letter  of  the  fth  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  22'  of  Nov  last  by  excepts,  out  of 
tlie  regulation  Certain  articles  of  foreign  produce.    Our  reasons  are  as  follows  — 

The'Charge  &  risk  of  importing  them  is  so  great,  various,  &  uncertain,  as  to  render  it 
very  difficult  to  fix  their  prices  &  tho' it  appeared  to  Congress  that  Military  stores  only 
should  be  excepted,  yet  many  of  those  articles  we  have  excepted  being  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  Army,  such  indeed  as  the  Array  cannot'  possibly  do  without,  and  as 
some  few  others  of  them  are  so  necessary  for  the  good  people  of  these  States,  that  in 
order  the  better  to  reconcile  them  to  the  regulations  we  have  recommended  we  thought 
it  indispensably  necessary  that  every  encouragement  should  be  given  &  every  impediment 
to  the  importation  of  them  removed  &  we  hope  it  will  meet  with  your  approbation  — 

Permit  us  to  mention  that  the  Convention  have  been  informed  of  some  abuses  in  the 
departments  of  the  Commissary  Quarter  Master  &  Forage  Masters,  many  deputies  being 
dcsperscd  throughout  the  Country,  It  has  been  suggested  that  they  are  idly  interfering 
with  each  other  in  purchases.  One  bidding  on  the  other,  &  by  no  means  so  industrious 
and  careful  in  securing  and  saving  from  waste  the  articles  purchased  as  they  ought  to  be  — 

Before  we  conclude  we  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  public  have  never  j'et  been  noti- 
fied when  the  Continental  Bills  are  to  be  redeemed,  except  the  two  first  emissions,  their 
l)eing  at  an  uncertaintv  about  this  matter  has  been  complained  of  as  having  a  tendency 
to  lessen  the  Credit  of  the  l)ills,  whereas  if  they  were  to  be  ascertained  when  they  were 
to  he  redeemed,  cspecialy  if  it  was  at  a  short  Period  it  would  give  them  a  confidence  in 
the  money  and  greatly  tend  to  establish  its  Currency  —  In  the  name  &  by  order  of  the  Con- 
vention— I  am  Your  most  Obed'  Hum'«  Serv', 

Thomas  Cushing  Pres'^ 

The  Hon'''  Henry  Laurens  Esq;;  "  —  Ibid.,  p.  72. 

The  state  of  Delaware,  which  had  not  been  represented  in  this  convention,  was  notified 
of  its  doings  by  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  which  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  speaker  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  that  state,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the 
convention  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract :  — 

"The  Commissioners  have  directed  me  to  transmit  .vou  a  Copy  of  their  proceedings 
which  I  now  enclose  they  have  omitted  to  regulate  the  prices  of  Labour  &c  in  your  State 
but  doubt  not  from  j'our  zealous  attachment  to  the  Common  Cause  that  similjfr  measures 
will  be  immediately  adopted  by  you —       I  am  with  sentiment  of  respect 

S"'  your  most  Hum'  Serv'."  —  Ibid.,  p.  77. 

From  the  time  the  journal  or  report  was  brought  down  to  the  House,  until  the  5th  of 
March,  when  it  was  referred  to  a  joint  committe;^  of  i  lie  whole  Assembly,  the  consideration 
of  it  was  many  times  assigned  to  a  particular  time  and  as  often  postponed.    On  the  6tU 
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of  March,  a  memorial  was  received  from  "Isaac  Smitli  and  a  number  of  others,  mer- 
chants in  the  town  of  Boston  and  other  places,  praying,  that  t)cfore  the  court  proceeds  to 
pass  any  law  to  establish  the  prices  of  any  kind  of  goods  imported  from  abroad,  they 
be  heard  by  their  committees  on  the  floor  of  the  Mouse  "  —  and  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole;  and  on  the  7th,  this  committee  reported  "that  it  is  expedient  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  I'egulating  the  prices  for  labor,  produce,  &c.,  &c.,  &c." 
This  report  was  assigned  to  the  10th,  for  consideration,  when  it  was  accepted,  and  a  JDJnt 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Stone,  Lovell,  Wadsworth,  Singletary  and  Thomas,  of 
the  House,  and  Thomas  Cushing  and  Joseph  Palmer,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

A  report  by  this  committee  was  prevented  by  the  prorogation  of  the  General  Court  on 
the  13th,  by  reason  of  the  prevalence  of  the  small-pox  in  Boston. 

The  subject  was  renewed  on  the  second  day  of  the  next  session  (which  began  at  Rox- 
bury,  April  1,  1778),  by  the  reading,  in  the  House,  of  the  following  memorial :  — 

"  To  the  Hon';'.  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
in  General  Court  assembled — 

The  Memorial  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston, Humbly  sheweth — 

That  their  distresses  are  great,  on  account  o£  the  very  exorbitant  price  of  every  neces- 
saiy  of  life  from  the  Country ;  that  altho'  the  charge  of  raising  the  produce  of  the  Land, 
is  but  a  little  greater  on  any  account  than  heretofore,  nor  so  great  with  respect  to  the  prin- 
cipal article  labour,  if  we  advert  to  the  general  Custom  the  farmer  has  been  in,  of  paying 
one  bushel  of  Corn  for  a  days  Work  whereas  now  the  nominal  sum  is  18/.  LMy,  yet  three 
pecks  of  corn  will  pay  it ;  &  altho'  the  blessing  of  Heaven  has  produced  an  unusual 
abundance  yet  they  are  pain'd  to  observe,  they  are  Obliged  to  give  eight  times  as  much  for 
their  provisions,  as  they  formerly  were,  &  considering  the  sacrifice  they  have  made,  of 
their  trade  &  substance  to  the  general  good  but  which  can  easily  ))e  proved  to  have  opper- 
ated  Hitherto  intirely  for  the  good  of  the  land  holder,  they  are  constrained  to  say  this 
cruel  conduct  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  Mankind, — 

Your  Memorialists  would  by  no  means  extend  this  at  large  to  the  Country  indiscrimin- 
ately as  there  are  some  instances  of  brotherly  kindness  happy  for  this  Town,  were  they 
more  common. 

Your  Memorialists  are  sure  their  uncommon  sufferings,  are  greatly  increased  by  the 
more  than  brutal  Conduct  of  those  Wretches  within  a  few  miles  of  this  Capital  known  in 
the  Odious  Character  of  Forestallers,  who  lost  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  purehuiie  from 
those  at  a  distance  8c  retail  it  out  to  these  unhappy  distrest  Inhal)itants  at  a  price  suiting 
to  their  unfeeling  hearts,  &  many  of  them  add  insult  to  their  Extortion. — 

Your  Memorialists  apprehensive  'twill  be  impossible  for  them  to  submit  unless  a  stop  is 
put  to  so  merciless  &  destructive  a  practice.  Pray  your  Honours  that  an  effectual  Lawma.y 
be  enacted  against  this  Species  of  Wretches  &  the  Town  thereby  receive  some  alleviation 
to  their  particular  distress. — 

In  behalf  of  the  Town —  John  Scollat 

March  23^  1778  Samuel  Austin 

Harbottle  Doru 
Thos  Greenough 
Jona  Williams 
jNg,  Preston  j 

—  Ibid.,  vol.  I8i,  p.  39. 

This  memorial  was  forthwith  committed  to  Messrs.  Sumner,  Wales  and  Hancock,  "to 
consider  the  matter  at  large." 

On  the  4th,  the  House  assigned  the  next  Tuesday  morning  Cthe  7th),  for  choosing  "  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  prices  of  labor,  manufactures,  internal 
produce  and  commodities  imported  from  foreign  parts,"  when  the  subject  was  postponed 
to  the  10th,  at  which  time  the  House  passed  an  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee for  this  purpose,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Peck,  Ely,  Crane,  Lovell  and  Guild,  of  the 
House,  with  such  as  the  Council  should  join;  but  the  Council  nonconcurred  in  the  order. 
On  the  11th,  a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Mes-srs.  Peck,  Bliss, 
Goodman,  Hosmerand  Wetmore,  of  the  House,  and  Powell,  Ward,  Fisher,  White  and 
Austin,  of  the  Council. 

The  House  passed  an  order,  on  the'same  day,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  regulating  the  price  of  labor,  Ike."  in  which  the  Council  concurred, 
with  an  amendment,  inserting  after  the  word  "  regulating,"  the  following :  "  and  stijiulat- 
ing  the  prices  at  which  all  such  articles  and  stores  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  otticcrs 
and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  Continental  regiments,  raised  in  this  state,  shall  be  delivered 
and  sold  to  said  officers  aad  soldiers  in  camp  "  instead  of  the  words  in  the  order.  This 
proposed  amendment  was  rejected  by  the  House,  whereupon  the  two  branches  voted  to 
adhere  to  their  former  votes,  resjiectivelv.  The  vote  of  the  Council  signifying  its  noncon- 
currence  with  the  vote  of  the  House  rejecting  the  amendment  was  communicated  to  the 
House,  on  the  17th,  by  message. 

On  the  23d,  a  bill  "to  regulate  the  prices  of  labor,  produce,  manufactures  and  commod- 
ities within  this  state,"  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  on  the  next  day  it  was 
read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  a  joint  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Bliss,  Goodman 
and  Stone,  of  tlie  House,  and  Oliver  Prescott  and  Abraham  Fuller,  of  the  Council.  The 
report  of  this  committee  being  read  in  the  Council  and  sent  down  on  the  same  day  (the 
24th),  was  read  in  the  House,  and  accepted,  as  follows  :  — 

"The  Cora'_£f  of  both  Houses  upon  the  regulating  Hill  have  Considered  the  same  and  are 
of  the  opinion  that  as  the  measure  hath  been  Uccommendcd  by  the  Ilon'e  Congress  and 
adopted  by  Some  oHier  of  the  united  States,  it  is  most  prudent  for  this  State  to  Comply 
with  the  Same,  and  that  the  Bill  Should  take  place  on  the  lO'ii  of  June  next. 

which  is  Submitted —  Oliver  Prescott  pr,  order."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  218,  p.  304. 
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The  Council  thereupon  nonconcuneil,  and  voted  that  the  report  1)c  recommitted,  in 
which  vote  the  House  concurred,  and  the  committee  again  reported,  on  the  25th,  as 
follows :  — 

"The  Committee  of  hoth  Houses  appointed  to  consider  of  a  Re^ulatins  Bill  have 
attended  that  Service  and  after  dcliberatin,!?  upon  the  matter  arc  humbly  of  Opinion  that 
as  the  people  in  General  are  so  devidcd  in  their  sentiments  upon  this  subject,  that  it  will  be 
impracticable  to  carry  such  an  Act  into  Execution,  &  are  apprehensive  if  it  should  he 
attempted  would  at  present  be  attended  with  tlie  most  fatal  Con:5eqiicnce  bes  leave  there- 
fore to  report  the  annexed  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Congress  giving  the  reasons  that  prevailed 
with  the  Assembly  to  refrain  from  passing  such  an  Act  and  further  Report  that  a  Copy  of 
the  same  should  be  transmitted  to  the  several  States  who  sent  Conmiissioners  to  New- 
Haven  in  January  last—  Oliver  Prescott  PL.  Order."  —Ibid., 2).  297. 

This  iTport  having  been  accepted  in  the  Council,  with  the  following  order  thereon ;  viz., 
"Ordered  that  the  President  of  the  Council  be  and  he  hereby  is  desired  to  sign  said  letter 
and  transmit  the  same  to  the  IIonoral)ie  President  of  the  Congress,"  was  sent  down  to 
the  House,  together  with  the  original  draught  of  the  letter  referred  to.  The  House  now 
assigned  tbe  afternoon  of  the  25lh,  for  the  consideration  of  this  report,  when,  after  debate, 
they  voted  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  Congress,  "  agreeable  to  said  report,"  and  thereupon 
connuitted  the  report  to  Messrs.  Stone.  Partridge  and  Perry,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it 
amended.  On  the  27th,  this  committee  reported,  and  thereupon  the  vote  of  the  Council 
ordering  the  letter  to  be  signed  and  transmitted  was  concurred  in,  by  the  House,  "  as  taken 
into  a  new  draught."  In  this  vote  of  tho  House  the  Council  concurred,  and  the  letter  was 
adopted  in  the  following  form,  and  transmitted  to  Hemy  Laurens,  President  of  the  Con- 
gress :  — 

'=  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Roxbury  Api  27^^  1778 

Sl  The  Geni_  Assembly  of  this  State  in  pursuance  of  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of 
yc  22'i  of  Nov>'  last  appointed  Commissioners  to  meet  those  which  might  be  appointed 
by  the  States  of  New-Hamshire  Rhoad-Island  Conuecticutt  New  York  New-Jersies 
Pensilvania  &  Delaware  at  Newhaven  on  j"  15;].i  of  January  last  for  y  piu-pose  of 
devising  y^  most  prudent  &  effectual  measures  for  promoting  those  valuable  purposes 
mentioned  in  s^.  Resolve  of  Congress,  the  Commissioners  met  accordingly  &  Reported 
that  it  was  expedient  y'  Laws  should  be  made  Regulating  the  prices  of  Labour 
produce  &c  and  their  proceedings  have  been  laid  before  this  Assembly  who  were  much 
divided  in  their  Sentiments  with  Respect  to  the  measures ;  many  apprehending  (from  a 
Recent  cS:  unhappy  exjieriment  of  a  Regulating  Act)  that  y"  carrying  such  an  Act  into 
execntion  was  impracticable,  however  u])on  mature  Deliberation  (as  it  was  Recommended 
by  Congress)  a  Vote  was  ol)tained  app(jinting  a  Comm''''  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  before  the  Comm' «  Could  prepare  &  Report  it,  the  small  pox  broke  out  in  I3os- 
ton  and  this  Com-t  obliged  suddenly  to  rise.  —  the  Con,^:ideration  of  this  matter  has  been 
lleassumed  y«  present  session  &  a  Bill  reported ;  tho,  the  Assembly  were  not  less  divided 
than  before,  it  is  Still  urged  that  if  a  Regulating  Act  should  be  attempted  y' the  effect 
would  be  so  far  from  aiding  y"  other  measiu'es  proposed  by  Congress  for  giving  Stability 
&  value  to  the  ContinL  Bills  that  it  would  render  those  measures  fi-uitless,  for  the 
possessors  of  goods  would  thereby  be  induced  to  part  with  them  on  no  terms  b:'t  those  of 
Barter,  &  thereby  the  Circulation  of  the  Bills  being  obstrxicted  they  would  become  (in  a 
great  measm-e)  useless  in  the  Hands  of  the  needy  Possessor  who,  having  nothing  else 
wherewith  to  purchase  j"  necessaries  of  Life,  would  at  last  in  a  private  manner  offer  any 
sum  which  he  might  suppose  wonld  tempt  the  possessor  to  part  with  his  Corn  &c  which 
the  buyer. needs ;  &  further  that  these  Objections  are  not  built  on  mere  Speculation  but 
upon  unfortunate  experiment 

Should  the  mode  pointed  out  by  Congress  for  Reducing  the  Quantity  of  circulating 
money  be  punctually  comply, d  with  in  the  several  States  (which  we  presume  it  will)  it  is 
conceived  it  will  have  a  happy  tendency  to  give  Stability  to  y  CiuTency  &  to  Reduce  y" 
prices  of  Articles  both  of  Produce  &  merchandize  — 

This  Government  has  (agreeable  to  ye  Spirit  of  the  Resolves  of  Congress)  put  a  final 
Stop  to  the  Currency  of  all  ye  Bills  emitted  by  this  State  small  Change  under  a  Dollar 
only  excepted.  &  being  fully  apprised  of  ye  bad  Consequences  which  would  accrue  by 
any  fiu'ther  emissions  of  money  have  levied  a  Tax  of  .£300,000  L.  M.y  upon  y"  People  to 
l)e  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  y  first  Day  of  January  1778  &  have  since  levied  another  tax 
of  nliout  £2o0,000  L.  M.  "to  bepaid  in  by  the  first  of  June  next  &  are  determined  to  to  sup- 
port tlie  War  by  taxation  as  far  as  the  Abilities  of  the  People  will  admit,  these  measm-es 
have  already  had  some  happy  etfect  by  lowering  the  price  of  impoi'ts,  &  had  not  the 
Trooyis  of  the  Convention  ])eeii  Quartered  in  this  State,  it  is  presumed  the  price  of  om* 
proihice  would  have  been  reduced  proportionably  upon  the  whole  this  Assembly  &  the 
people  at  Large  were  so  much  Divided  on  this  Question  —  the  fixing  ye  price  of  produce 
Lal)our  &c  so  as  to  give  Satisfaction  to  the  various  parts  of  this  state  was  so  very  Diffl- 
cult.  —  but  above  all  the  Danger  of  Obstructing  the  Circulation  of  the  money,  and  thereby 
reducing  its  value  to  such  a  Degree  as  greatly  to  affect  the  common  Cause,  was  so  exceed- 
ing great  —  &  fearing  least  the  evils  which  we  feel  should  be  increased  instead  of  being 
removed  by  the  measm'e,  we  have  upon  a  full  discussion  &  consideration  of  the  Subject 
tho'.  proper  to  suspend  passing  such  an  Act  for  y"  present.  &  inform  Congress  of  the 
motives  which  influenced  us  soto  do  accordingly  we  have  candidly  &  Justly  Related  in 
few  words  the  mode  of  our  Proceedings,  &  the  principle  motives  which  have  influenced  us 
to  suspend  passing  the  Bill,  which  we  submit  to  the  Consideration  of  Congress  &  hope 
that  if  it  should  bctheir  oiipinion  that  our  Objections  arc  not  sufficient  to  suspend  passing 
such  An  Act  that  they  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  t,nve  us  the  information  which 
will  be  immediately  attended  to  by  the  Gen'  Assembly."  —  Ibid.,  p.  305. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  above  letter  was  adopted,  the  "  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
regulating  prices  was  refened  to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court." 
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Eai-ly  in  the  next  session  tlie  following  letter,  whicli  liad  been  received  from  Governor 
Trumbull  of  Connecticut,  was  read  in  the  Council  and  sent  down  to  the  House :  — 

"  Hartford  May  19*  1778  — 

Sir  As  it  is  of  the  utmost  Importance  in  the  great  Contest  in  which  we  are  engaged,  that 
Qnanimity  and  harmony  should  sul^sist  and  be  maintained,  and  a  Similarity  of  measures 
be  pursued,  by  the  respective  States  :  It  is  with  great  Anxiety  and  concern  we  hear  tliat 
your  State,  with  any  other,  have  hitherto  declined  acceeding  to  those  necessary  and  salu- 
taiy  measures  reported  by  the  Convention  at  New  Haven,  in  compliance  with,  and  pur- 
suance of  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  recommending  the  same  :  And  tho'  many  Objections 
and  difficulties  lie  in  the  way,  and  much  delicacy  seemed  to  attend ;  yet  Considering  it 
was  the  United  voice  of  these  States,  that  pointed  but  the  Expediency,  Utility  and  Neces- 
sity of  the  Measure :  and  being  the  only  means  that  could  be  devised,  for  giving  an  im- 
mediate Check  to  the  rapid  depreciation  and  Extortion,  which  like  a  Deluge,  seemed  to 
threaten  us  with  immediate  Ruin,  unless  restrained  by  some  Sovereign  Act,  untill  the 
more  effectual  and  Radical,  but  slower  remedies  of  Taxation  &c.  could  be  applied,  felt 
and  perceived ;  which  avIjcu  effected,  and  the  Tide  once  changed,  the  Regulating  System, 
having  thus  answered  the  end  designed,  would  of  course  fall  to  the  ground,  as  a  useless 
Machine  —  Impress'd  with  these  Ideas,  this  State  were  induced  to  comply  fully  with  the 
Measures  Recommended,  confiding  in  our  Sister-States,  that  they  would  do  the  same,  and 
not  break  that  Union,  and  interupt  that  Harmony,  on  which  our  safety  so  much  depends. 
And  tho'  no  State  is  perhaps  more  affected  in  it's  Relative  Interest,  by  the  Regulation, 
than  this,  As  the  Army  have  drawn,  and  still  continue  to  draw  their  chief  supplies,  espe- 
cially of  the  Meat  kind  from  hence  :  yet  every  partial  View  has  been  obliged  to  give  way 
to  the  Voice  of  the  Convention,  the  Voice  of  Congress,  and  the  general  Good. 

Pensylvania,  New-Jersey  and  New-York,  we  understand,  have  adopted  the  Measures, 
and  are  determined  to  inforcc  them ;  with  whom  we  shall  fully  co-operate :  and  had  tlie 
Eastern  States  done  the  same,  we  cannot  but  Immagine  we  should  have  seen  e'er  this, 
very  happy  effects  therefrom.  But  your  neglecting  it,  has  thrown  us  into  great  emJiar- 
ressments,  and  proves  very  Injurious  to  those  States  that  have  come  into  the  Measure, 
and  must  eventually  tend  to  Ruin  and  defeat  the  whole.  We  must  beg  Leave  therefore, 
to  call  your  immediate  attention  to  this  Important  Oliject,  and  to  request  your  determina- 
tion thereon,  that  we  might  be  enabled  to  take  such  further  Measui-es  as  may  be  found 
Requisite.  At  the  same  time  we  cannot  but  flatter  ourselves,  from  your  former  Readi- 
ness to  Join  in  such  Measures  as  have  heretofore  been  tho't  necessary  for  the  general 
Good,  that  vou  will  cheerfully  co-operate  with  us,  in  this  most  salutary  and  important 
Plan  — 

I  am  with  esteem  and  regard  (in  behalf  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut) 
Your  Honors  most  Obedient  Hum.'  Serv'  Jon™  Trumbull 

Hon:  Jere;  Powel  Esq-;  ".—Ibid.,  vol.  199, 'j?.  159. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  the  above  letter,  having  been  sent  down  from  the  Council  at  the 
request  of  the  House,  an  order  was  introduced  in  the  House  for  theappointnientof  a  joint 
committee  to  prepare  an  answer  thereto  and  Messrs.  Lowell  and  Greenough,  of  the 
House,  and,  the  next  day,  Daniel  Hopkins,  of  the  Council,  were  chosen  as  that  committee, 
and  on  the  6th,  the  following  draught  was  submitted  by  them  and  accepted:  — 

"  June  5,  1778.  Letter  to  His  Excellency  Governor  Trumbull,  in  Answer  to  one  received 
from  him  in  behalf  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut;  June  Sixth  Seventeen 
hundred  and  Seventy  Eight.  •  • 

Sir,  This  State  acknowledge  the  honor  done  them  by  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  tho 
Nineteenth  of  May  last,  accompanied  by  so  respectable  a  Committee.  At  the  last  Session 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  a  Letter  v/as  written  to  Congress,  in  which  the  Dif- 
ficulties that  occurred  to  us,  in  our  attempt  to  form  a  regulating  Bill,  were  stated ;  a  Copy 
of  which  Letter  was  ordered  to  be  sent  immediately  to  your  State.  By  some  Accident, 
this  Copy  was  not  forwarded  until  a  few  days  before  the  arrival  of  your  Committee.  As 
we  have  therein  given  the  reasons  of  Our  delaying  to  pass  an  Act  stating  the  price  of 
Labour,  &c.  we  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  that  Letter. 

However,  other  Causes  have  occurred  to  induce  us  to  delay  this  measure  at  present — 
We  have  Advice  that  Congress  have  reassumed  the  Consideration  of  the  matter,  and  a 
Committee  have  recommended  a  suspension  of  those  Acts  in  the  Northern  States.  We 
have  also  information  from  the  Purchasing  Commissary  of  the  Continental  Army,  that  if 
the  measure  is  continued  he  cannot  possibly  supply  Provisions  for  the  Troops,  and  that 
great  and  immediate  ill  effects  must  take  place. 

We  Wish  always  to  concur  with  our  Sister-States  in  measures  for  the  Public  Good ;  and 
we  have  the  highest  opinion  of  the  friendship  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  of  their 
zeal  in  adopting  measures  for  that  Good.  We  hope  our  exercising,  on  this  Subject,  the 
right  of  Debate,  and  considering  of  the  Report  of  Our  Committee  as  open  to  rejection  as 
well  as  Acceptation,  will  have  no  tendency  to  interrupt  this  friendship,  or  destroy  a  Union 
which  must  ever  give  weight  and  importance,  as  well  as  Comfort  to  these  States.  The 
power  of  Consideration,  on  this  Subject,  must  be  entirely  taken  away  from  us,  if  the  con- 
trary Construction  be  admitted.  For  we  are  told  the  Committees,  when  met,  held  them- 
selves restricted,  by  their  Commissions,  from  discussing  the  cxpediencv  of  such  a  Bill, 
and  supposed  they  had  a  right  only  to  frame  one;  Restrictions  very  different  from  what 
we  had  in  contemplation  when  we  appointed  oin-  Commissioners. 

We  have  not,  however,  come  to  a  final  determination  on  this  matter.    We  have  only 
deferred  the  consideration  of  it,  untill  we  receive  an  answer  from  Congress  to  our  Letter; 
at  which  time  we  propose  again  to  resume  it,  and  conclu'de  the  Business.    I  am,  with 
esteem  and  regard  (in  behalf'of  the  Assemljly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay)  — 
Your  Excellency's  humble  Serv^ 

His  Excellency  Jona  Trumbull,  Esq'  Jer?  Powell,  President— 
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In  tbc  House  of  Representatives.  Read  and  Accepted— Anfl  the  President  of  the 
Ilonb'.e  Council  is  hereby  requested  to  sign  the  above  Letter  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
this  Assembly.  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred.  Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the  Coun- 
cil."— Co«»«7  Records,  vol.  XXXVIII.,  p.  542. 

IMcan while  (June  3),  the  House  voted  "  that  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  an  act  for 
rcsulatiny  the  necessaries  of  life  and  articles  of  merchandise  be  considered"  the  next 
Monday, "at  which  time  the  secretary  was  "  directed  to  lay  on  the  table  the  recommen- 
dation of  Congress,  to  the  several  states,  on  the  subject  of  a  regulating  act,  as  also  the  com- 
mission of  tiie  gentlemen  who  repaired  to  New  ilaven,  on  the  part  of  this  government, 
and  their  report,"  which  was  done,  accordingly.  The  House  then  cut  short  their  debate 
on  the  expediency  of  passing  a  regulating  act,  by  the  following  order:  — 

"June  4,  1778.  Ordered,  That  the  further  Consideration  thereof  be  referr'd  until  an 
Answer  may  be  received  from  Congress  to  the  Letter  sent  them  by  the  last  General 
Court."  —  liou.ie  Journal,  p.  16. 

While  the  Assembly  was  thus  occupied.  Congress  was  expressing  its  agreement  with  the 
views  of  Massachusetts  in  the  following  preamble  and  resolve :  — 

"  Whereas  by  a  change  of  circumstances  in  the  commerce  of  these  states,  the  regulation 
of  prices  lately  recommended  by  Congress  may  be  unnecessary ;  and  the  measure  not 
being  yet  adopted  by  all  the  states ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  that  have 
adopted  it,  to  suspend  or  repeal  their  laws  made  for  that  purpose."  — Journals  of  Congress: 
June4,]77fi. 

Thus  ended  the  last  scheme  to  fix  and  regulate  prices  by  legislative  intervention,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. Those  of  her  citizens  who  had  faith  hi  the  efficacy  of  combinations  to  prevent 
the  increase  of  prices,  or,  in  other  words,  to  check  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  assem- 
bled in  town  meeting  or  convention,  and  adopted  schedules  of  prices  to  which  they  Ijound 
themselves  to  adhere  by  mutual  pledges,  and  passed  resolutions  for  the  coercion  of  others. 
Some  account  of  these  combinations  is  given  in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  13,  post. 

Congress,  however,  still  continued  to  regard  this  kind  of  legislation  with  favor,  and 
Novernber  19,  1779,  recommended  a  general  convention  of  the  states  to  be  held  at  Phila- 
delphia, to  adopt  a  uniform  system  of  prices  to  be  enforced  by  more  stringent  measures. 

The  fixing  a  standard  list  of  prices  having  been  thus  disposed  of,  another  subject,  which 
had  engaged  the  attention  of  Congress ;  namely,  that  of  preventing  the  engrossing  and 
forestalling  of  provisions  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  army,  was  taken  up  by  the 
Assembly. 

An  embargo  had  been  laid  by  Congress  on  the  8th  of  June,  upon  the  exportation  of 
wheat,  flour,  rye,  Indian  corn,  rice,  liread,  beef,  pork,  bacon,  live-stock  and  other  provis- 
ions, to  be  in  force  from  the  10th  of  June  to  the  loth  of  November.  On  the  2d  of  October, 
this  emliargo  was  continued,  and  stringent  regulations  were  recommended  to  the  author- 
ities of  the  several  states  for  its  enforcement  until  the  last  day  of  January,  1779,  or  "until 
such  time  as  Congress  shall  give  notice  to  the  respective  states  that  sufficient  supplies  have 
been  obtained  for  the  operations  of  the  army  and  for  the  French  squadron."  At  the 
same  time,  the  following  preamble  and  resolve  were  passed :  — 

"  Whereas  the  scantiness  of  crops  of  wheat  &  other  grain  in  the  States  of  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pensylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  &  Virginia,  &  the  wicked  arts  of  specu- 
lators, forestallers,  &  engrossers,  who  infest  every  quarter  of  the  country  &  are  industri- 
ously purchasing  up  grain  &  flour  at  the  most  exorbitant  prices,  render  it  impracticable  to 
obtain  timely  &  sufficient  supplies  for  the  operations  of  the  army  &  navy,  unless  the 
most  vigorous  measures  are  without  delay  adopted  to  restrain  practices  so  destructive  of 
the  public  weal : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  where  vested  with  suffi- 
cient power  to  the  executive  authorities  of  the  States  above  mentioned,  to  authorise  & 
direct  any  civil  magistrate  within  their  respective  jurisdictions  on  an  information  given  by 
the  commissary  orquarter  master  general,  or  by  the  deputy  commissary  or  quarter  master 
general  of  the  respective  districts  of  any  extraordinary  quantity  of  grain  or  flour  being 
purchased  &  in  the  possession  of  individuals,  forthwith  to  issue  his  warrant  impowering 
the  informant  to  seize  the  same  for  the  pnljlic  use  paying  for  the  same  such  price  as  may 
to  the  respective  legislatures  appear  proper  to  prevent  the  practice  of  engrossing  those 
articles  in  future,  not  exceeding  six  dollars  per  hundred  for  flour,  &  in  proportion  for 
grain  which  may  be  found  in  the  hands  of  engrossers.        *         *         *         *         *         * 

Resolved,  That  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  pass 
laws  for  the  seizure  &  forfeiture  of  all  grain  &  flour  purchased  up  or  engrossed,  with  such 
exceptions  &  under  such  limitations  &  restrictions  as  they  may  think  most  expedient."  — 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  220,^;.  152, 

The  foregoing  resolves  were  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Massachu- 
setts, together  with  the  following  letter:  — 

"  In  Committee  1  Circnlar. 

of  \  Philadelphia  IIV  November  1778. 

Congi-ess  j    /Sir  The  great  &  increasing  difficulties  in  the  Quarter  Master 

&  Comniissary  Generals  departments,  have  induced  Congress  to  adopt  the  Resolution,  of 
which  we  have  the  Honor  to  enclose  you  a  Copy.  Among  the  measures  immediately 
necessary,  for  placing  these  matters  on  a  proper  Foundation,  is  the  acquiring  knowledge 
of  the  proper  Resources  of  these  States. —  The  Ai-ticlcs  of  Consumption  which  wc  would 
most  particularly  Ijc  informed  of,  are  Flour,  Wheat,  Rye,  Barley,  Oats,  Corn  &  Rice, 
Heef,  I'ork,  working  Oxen  &  Horses,  Cyder  &  Vinegar.  The  Ignorance  &  the  Interests 
of  mankind,  oppose  so  strongly  our  wishes  in  this  respect,  that  after  every  Efibrt&  every 
prudent  Precaution,  our  Information  will  perhaps  be  of  far  less  importance  than  could  I)e 
wished.    It  is  however  our  Duty  to  aim  at  it,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  your  Excel- 
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lency's  Concurrence  in  the  steps  necessary  to  attain  what  we  have  in  view :  especially 
when  it  is  considered,  how  readily  your  own  Good  sense  will  dictate,  the  impracticability 
of  continuing  tlie  war,  at  least  of  continuing  it  to  advantage,  while  we  remain  supremely 
ignorant  of  the  Supplies  our  Country  is  capable  of  affording.— We  have  to  entreat  that 
your  Excellency,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  Productions  of  the  several  parts  of  your 
State,  would  appoint  some  proper  Persons,  in  whose  Industry  &  Secrecy  you  can  con- 
fide, to  make  proper  Lists  through  the  districts  you  shall  severally  allot  to  them,  of  the 
Quantity  &  number,  of  such  of  the  Articles  above  named,  as  are  produced  in  it,  which  may 
probably  be  over  &  above  the  necessary  consumption  of  the  Inhal)itants,  And  also  as 
nearly  as  possible,  the  Quantity  &c  which  they  consume  over  &  above  their  own  Produc- 
tion, or  of  what  they  do  not  produce.  We  hope  that  these  Lists  may  be  transmitted  to  us 
with  all  convenient  Speed,  to  the  End  that  proper  arrangements  may  immediately  be 
mide'  lor  the  ensueing  Campaign.  Upon  transmitting  an  Account  of  the  Expences  which 
may  acirne  in  this  Business,  tiiev  shall  immediately  be  paid.  You  will  perceive  Sn-,  that 
evciy  prccantion  slioukl  be  taken  to  prevent  this  01)jcct  from  transpiring,  least  as  on  many 
forn'icr  Occasions,  the  devoted  Adherents  of  Lucre,  should  make  a  gain  of  the  Public 
Distresses—  We  are  respectfully  ^, .  o  tt      , , 

Your  Excellency's  most  Ob*  &  Humble  servants 
Nath. Scuddek 
GouvB  Moiinis 

Governor  of  Massachusets  Wm  Whipple" Ibid., 

%oL  200.  p.  201. 

The  Council  in  their  message  to  the  House,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1779,  called  attention 
to  the  foregoing  letter,  and  submitted  for  their  consideration  the  question  whether  or  not 
the  holders  of  provisions  "  should  not  be  obliged  to  part  with  them  to  the  public  at  a  rea- 
sonable price." 

Tiie  portion  of  the  message  which  relates  to  the  foregoing  letter  was  referred,  January 
8th,  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Phillips,  Uawes,  Sumner,  Lovell  and  Cranch.  On 
the  next  day,  a  committee  was  appointed,  as  mentioned  in  the  note  to  the  foregoing  chapter, 
to  bring  in  a  1)111  "  more  effectually  to  prevent  forestalling  and  regrating,  and  for  suppress- 
ing veiidues,"  and  to  this  committee,  on  the  r2th,  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the 
circular  letter  above  named.  This  last-named  committee  appear  to  have  divided  their 
report, for,  on  the  lltli,  a  bill  "against  monopolizing,  ingrossing,  forestalling  and  regrat- 
ing" was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  on  the  next  day  it  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  recommitted.  It  appears  to  have  emerged  from  this  committee  in  the  form  of  the  pres- 
ent chapter,  and  several  assignments  were  made  for  its  consideration,  from  the  21st  to  the 
25th,  when  it  had  its  third  reading  and  was  passed  to  l)e  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  con- 
currence. In  the  Council  the  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  on  the  2Gth,  and  on  the  3d  of 
Febrs 


amenc 
of  the 
twenty- 

ninth  section  was  also  included  in  these  proposed  amendments,  but  varying  from  the  clause 
as  it  stands  in  the  act,  in  respect  to  the  disposition  of  the  fines  therein  mentioned,  which 
were  to  go  to  the  public  treasury.  On  the  4th,  the  House  concurred  in  all  the  amend- 
ments except  the  last,  by  which  the  present  form  of  the  first  clause  of  section  nine  was 
proposed  as  a  substitute.  On  the  5th,  the  Council  concurred  with  the  amendment  thus 
proposed,  and  offered  the  last  clause  of  section  nine  as  an  additional  amendment,  which 
was  accepted  by  the  House,  and  on  the  8th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted:  — 

"  State  of  '      ) 

Mass"^  Bay     )  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feby  8">  1779 

*  Resolved  that  the  Act,  Intitled  '  an  Act  against  Monopoly  and  Forestalling.'  be  pub- 
lished in  all  the  Boston  News-papers,  and  likewise  in  all  the  other  publick  News  papers 
usually  printed  in  this  State;  and  that  the  Act  so  published  be  prefaced  with  the  Order 
following- Viz.  'published  by  Order  of  the  General  Court' — And  it  is  further  Resolved  that 
the  Act^aforl  be  publickly  read  in  the  several  Towns  within  this  State  at  their  annual 
meeting  in  March  next.        Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickerinq      Spkl 

In  Council  Febx  8'.  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery  D  Sec^ 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  — /6irf.,  vol.  220, p.  490. 
In  his  History  of  Massachusetts,  Bradford  says,  referring  to  this  chapter,  a  law  was 
"  passed  on  the  subject;  but  there  were  many  of  her  [Massachusetts]  citizens,  who  con- 
sidered it  their  interest  to  disregard  the  law ;  and  there  was  remissness  in  the  officers, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  see  it  observed,  which  favoured  the  violations  of  a  salutary  law  with 
impunity.  The  General  Assembly,  however,  were  very  desirous  to  prevent  the  evil,  and 
to  save  the  poorer  clases  of  people  from  oppression.  They  directed  the  law  to  be  pub- 
lished, and  to  be  read  at  the  annual  town  meetings."  —  Vol.  II.,  pp.  172-173. 

Chap.  32.  *'  To  the  Honbi"  the  Major  Part  of  the  Council  the  Councill  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  Gen'  Court  Assembled 

the  petition  of  the  Subscribers  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Westfield  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire;  Humbly  Sheweth;  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Town  by  Reason  of  their 
Peculiar  Situation  upon  Agawam  or  Westfield  River  so  Call'' ;  are  Subject  to  many  incon- 
veniencies  &  great  Expences  in  building  Bridges  &c  Over  Said  River  &  its  Severall 
Branches;  which  Expence;  was  formerly  in  a  Great  measure  Compensated;  by  the  great 
plenty  of  Salmon  and  Shad  Fish  which  were  Annually  Caught  in  Said  River  within  the 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  scBsion,  chapter  CXXXVm. 
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bounds  of  Said  Town.—  but  for  this  Severall  Years  Last  past;  (more  Especially  Since 
the  Commencement  of  the  present  war)  wee  have  been  Alhnost  wholly  deprived  of  any 
advantages  which  might  Otherwise  have  Arisen  from  the  Fislicry  as  AfForesaid— by 
Reason  of  the  great  Scarcity  of  Fish  in  the  River ;  which  Scarcity  as  wee  humbly  Concieve 
is  Occasioned  by  the  Unreasonable:  practice  of  keeping  two  or  three  Large  Netts  Con- 
stantly drawing  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River;  the  whole  of  the  time  y"  Fish  Run  in  the 
Sprinf  of  tbe  Year :  the  Building  of  wares  &  Dams  Across  the  River  and  Scttmg  Large 
Pott  Netts  so  Call''  by  which  Means  the  greater  part  of  y^  Fish  that  Escape  the  Netts 
at  the  Mouth  of  the  River  are  Caught  in  the  Pott  Netts  all  of  which  Conduct  wee  humbly 
Concieve  is  Repugnent  to  the  Rules  of  Justice  &  Equity  &  the  Iferest  of  the  Community 
&  a  Great  Grievance  to  your  Pettioners  in  particular—  therefore  humbly  pray  your 
Honors  to  take  the  Matter  into  your  wise  Consideration ;  and  grant  us  &  the  Publick  Such 
Reliefe  touching  the  Premises  as  Your  Honors  Shall  in  Your  Great  Wisdom  think  fit 
which  will  Entirelv  Satisfactory  to  your  Faithfull  Subjects  &  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound 
Shall  Ever  Pray    "  John  Inoeusoll      ]  Committee  for  the 

Warham  Parks         r^         ^^^  AVestfieid."  - 
SAMif  Fowler         f       ^^^^_   ^.^^^ .    ^-^^ 
Asa  Noble  I778_7n 

Simeon  Tremain     J  *"°  '•^• 

The  foregoing  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  January  25,  1779,  and  committed  to 
Messrs.  Ingalls,  Gorham,  and  Bacon  of  Stockbridge,  who  were  "directed  to  examine  the 
laws  respecting  catching  fish  in  the  river  Parker."  On  tlie  '29th,  this  committee  reported 
that  Major  Parks,  one  of  the  petitioners,  "  have  leave  to  brins  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the 
catching  of  fish  "  at  Westficld,  wliich  report  was  accepted,  and,  on  the  1st  of  February, 
the  bilfof  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  thereafter  passed  through 
its  subsequent  stages  to  engrossment  on  the  5th.  The  Council  concurred  in  the  engross- 
ment, on  the  6th,  and  on  the  Stli,  tlic  bill  was  passed,  l)y  l)oth  branches,  to  be  enacted. 

At  the  next  session,  the  following  petition  or  remonstrance  was  received :  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay in  Gen'  Court  assembled. 

The  Petition  and  Remonstrance  of  the  Town  of  West-Springfield  in  Town  Meeting 
regularly  assembled 

ilumbly  shewetli,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  have  for  more  than  100  Years 
past  occupied  a  Fishery  in  a  snuiU  River  called  Agawam,  whicli  for  many  Years  was 
almost  the  only  place  in  this  Towii  where  Shad  were  caught;  tlie  Manner  of  our  taking 
the  Fish  has  "been  chiefly  with  Scans  or  Nets,  no  Wares  have  been  allowed  to  be  erected 
for  that  Purpose  except  one  on  a  small  Branch  of  the  s4  River  on  the  Falls  wliere  it  is 
said  tbe  Indians  had  from  Time  immemorial  occupied  one  for  that  Purpose,  but  has  for 
some  Years  past  been  but  little  improved  Ijy  them  or  us.  The  Fishery  carried  on  in  .this 
River  chiefly  in  the  Month  of  May  is  highly  valued  by  most  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Town  &  as  much  Care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  any  needless  Waste  or  Destruction  of 
them  as  has  been  exercised  by  any  Town  in  this  State.  We  are  too  sensible  of  ti)e  Impor- 
tance of  encouraging  their  Increase  to  allow  of  any  needless  Obstruction  of  them  in  their 
Passage  as  far  up  the  River  as  Nature  will  permit  them  to  go.  And  may  it  please  your 
Honors  we  humbly  conceive  that  if  the  same  Prudence  &  good  Oeconomy  had  been  exer- 
cised- by  a  Neiglibouring  Town  (whose  Representatives  we  are  informed  have  procured 
an  Act  of  Court  to  abridge  our  fishing  in  s^  River)  both  they  &  we  might  yet  have  enjoyed 
them  in  much  greater  Plenty. 

It  is,  may  it  please  your  Honors,  with  no  small  Degree  of  Surprize  we  receive  the  Infor- 
mation of  a  Bill  being  passed  in  Court  to  cut  us  off  from  a  Privilege  which  has  been 
enjoyed  by  the  good  People  of  this  Town  from  the  first  settling  of  the  Country  and  which 
Prohibition  can  answer  no  salutary  End.  We  are  very  sorry  that  we  have  Occasion  to 
inform  your  Honors  that  your  Credulity  has  been  exceedingly  imposed  upon  by  a  notori- 
ous Misrepresentation  of  Facts,  such  as  these.  That  the  Shad,  Salmon  &c.  used  formerlv 
to  go  up  the  Rivers  and  Brooks  into  some  large  Ponds,  and  tliere  breed  in  abundance  & 
that  tis  owing  to  the  Interception  they  meet  with  in  \V\  Springfield  that  they  do  not  still 
go  into  them.  We  challenge  the  Town  of  Westfield  &  all  the  World  besides  to  bring  any 
credible  Evidence  of  any  One  of  any  of  those  Sorts  of  Fish  that  ever  went  up  into  those 
Ponds  or  was  ever  seen  there  neither  can  any  Sort  of  Fish  pass  up  the  River  beyond  the 
Town  of  Westfield;  We  readily  own  that  Salmon  frequently  went  up  the  River  till  a  few 
.Years  ago,  since  which  Time, the  Channel  at  the  Mouth  of  Agawam  River  is  so  filled  up 
with  Sand  that  there  are  few  or  none  come  into  it;  we  know  of  none  that  have  beeu 
seen  in  the  P^iver  for  some  Years  past  which  doubless  is  owing  to  that  Cause  and  to  no 
Other. 

The  Length  of  the  River  from  the  Mouth  to  the  Head  of  the  Falls,  in  which  Space  we 
are  prohibited  fishing  is  between  four,  &  five  Miles,  in  Avhich  extent  there  are  but  three 
or  four  places  commonly  used  for  Fisheries,  which  Places  have  been  occupied  in  that 
Business  for  the  most  of  the  Time  since  the  Town  was  settled  by  the  English  without  any 
Persons  attempting  to  abridge  us  of  our  just  &  natui'al  Privilege,  untill  a  few  Years  ago 
the  Representative  for  the  Town  of  Westfield  made  some  attempts  of  that  Nature  in  the 
Gen'.  Court;  but  the  Court  not  judging  it  just  &  reasonable,  the  Matter  subsided.  As 
to  the  Alewives  we  have  heard,  although  we  much  doubt  its  l)eing  fact,  that  they  have 
sometimes  formerly  gone  up  the  Brooks  into  the  Ponds  above  mentiond,  (but  the  Town 
of  W'.  Springfield  have  done  nothing  to  hinder  them)  and  wo  are  entirely  willing  they 
should  do  so  still,  for  we  make  no  Account  of  taking  them,  the  Mashes  of  our  Nets  being 
made  too  large  to  take  them  so  that  our  Neiixhbors  in  the  Town  of  Westfield  have  no 
Reason  to  complain  on  that  Account ;  we  wisli  they  may  breed  abundanty  in  those  Ponds ; 
May  it  please  your  Honors  the  Town  of  Wc;t  Sprmgticld  constantly  profess  and  ever 


1022  PfioviNCB  Laws. —1778-79.  [Notes.] 

[UEVOLUTIOXVRY   TEIUOD  —  "STATE."] 

have  approved  themselves  to  he  as  sincere  Friends  to  the  Cause  of  Liberty  as  any  Town 
in  this  State ;  have  perhaps  exerted  themselves  with  as  much  Constancy  &  Steadiness  as 
any  one  Town  on  the  Continent,  have  been  always  ready  to  sacrifice  their  private  Interest 
to  the  Public  Wellfare  whenever  they  have  had  a  Call  to  it. 

But  may  it  please  your  Ilon;;^  they  were  never  sagacious  enough  to  see  that  the  public 
Interest  could  be  promoted  l)y  taking  the  just  &  natural  Privileges  from  one  Town  & 
giving  them  to  another,  which  is  evidently  the  Case  with  respect  to  the  Fishery  taken  from 
West  Springfield  &  given  to  Westfield,  of  which  your  Honj  we  arc  well  assured  will  be 
abundantly  satisfied  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  suspend  the  Act  afores^  for  the  present,  & 
appointan  impartial,  judicious  Committee,  to  come  &  view  the  Situation  of  Things  and 
mak  proper  Enquiry  into  all  the  Circumstances  of  the  Affair,  &  make  Report  of  Facts 
to  your  Honours. 

May  it  please  your  Honors  our  Eyes  are  upon  you  as  our  Fathers,  Guardians,  and  Pro- 
tectors of  our  Rights ;  And  we  sincerely  request  your  Hinours  to  take  this  Affair  again 
under  j'our  wise  Consideration  and  give  us  Rilief  from  the  Grievance  brought  upon  us  by 
the  cruel  avarice  of  those  who  seem  willing  to  Sacrifice  Peace,  Justice  &  everything  valu- 
able either  in  Public,  or  social  Life  to  their  own  private  Emolument. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray- 
West  Springfield,  March  lo'!'.  1779—        A  true  Copy  from  the  Records 

Atfst         Chauncy  Brewer  Town  Clerk."  —  Mass, 
Archives,  vol.  222,  p.  157. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  this  remonstrance  was  committed  to  Messrs.  Goodman,  Hastings 
and  Sexton,  who  reported  a  resolve*  which  was  passed  as  follows;  — 
"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  27  1779.  on  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  West  Springfield  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  Praying  for  the  Suspension  of  an 
Act  Passed  the  last  Session  of  the  General  Court  Relative  to  the  Fishery  in  Agawam 
River  Also,  that  a  Committee  may  be  Appointed  to  Repair  to  Said  West  Springfield  to 
View  their  Situation  Relative  to  Said  Fishery  &c. 

Therefore  Resolved  that  Capt  Elijah  Hunt  Noah  Goodman  Esq  &  Capt  Timothy  Clark 
be  a  Committee  to  Repair  to  Said  Town  of  West  Springfield  at  the  cost  &  Charge  of 
S<i  Town  to  View  their  Situation  Relative  to  the  Fishery  in  Agawam  River  and  Report 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  first  Session  of  the  next 
General  Court  and  that  the  Act  Afore  Said  be  Suspended  in  the  mean  time. — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering,    Splc. 

In  Council  April  28'.  1779     Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Scc>' 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.. p.  156. 

The  committee  appointed  by  this  resolve  having  made  no  report  as  directed,  a  similar 
resolve  t  was  passed  on  the  third  of  April,  the  next  year,  in  which  Jonathan  Hastings, 
Jonathan  Hale  and  Timothy  Clark  were,  in  like  manner,  appointed  a  committee  to  visit 
West  Springfield  and  to  make  return,  at  the  May  session  of  the  Assembly  of  1780.  The 
act  was  also  suspended  in  the  mean  time. 

No  evidence  has  been  discovered  that  the  committee  above  named  attended  to  the  duty 
requiredVjf  them  by  the  resolve  appoiiuing  them.  A  similar  resolvej  was  passed,  May  8, 
1781,  by  which  Noah  Goodman,  Elijah  Hunt,  and  Jonathan  Judd,  junior,  were  appointed 
a  committee  for  the  same  purpose,  and  to  malvc  return  of  their  doings  to  the  General  Court 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  next  session,  and  again  the  operation  of  this  chapter  was 
suspended,  in  the  mean  time. 

A  careful  search  of  the  records  and  files  has  revealed  nothing  to  show  that  this  last-ap- 
pointed committee  was  not  as  remiss  as  its  predecessors,  or  that  any  further  action  was 
had  by  the  Legislature  upon  the  subject  of  this  chapter  until  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
June  27th,  1786. 

Chap.  33.  The  following  petition  appears  to  have  been  presented  to  the  General  Court 
in  the  fourth  session  of  1776-77,  but  it  could  not  be  found  on  the  files  of  the  House  when 
the  subject  came  up  for  consideration  at  a  later  date :  — ■ 

"To  the  Hon':'."  the  Council  for  the  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, — And  the  Hon^ic 
Ilouse  of  Representatives  in  Generall  Court  Assembled — 

May  it  Please  your  Honors — 

The  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  on  Kennebeck  River  &  others  in  the 
County  of  Lincoln. —    Humbly  Sheweth — 

That  by  an  Act  passed  by  the  Great  &  General  Court  or  Assembly  for  the  State  afore- 
said, in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  One  thousiind,  seven  hundred,  &  seventy  six.  Establishing 
Naval  Offices  in  this  State,  a  Port  is  Estahli^h'd  at  Boothbay  in  said  County  of  Lincoln, 
which  is  vastly  incommodious  to  the  Trading  Part  of  this  County,  that  are  Settled  upon, 
&  Contiguous  to  the  said  River  Kennebeck,  as  the  distance  is  very  great,  either  to  Booth- 
bay,  or  Falmouth,  and  as  we  have  no  doubt  l;ut  this  Iloiii'je  Court  are  ready  at  all  Times 
to  attend  to  the  reasonable  request  of  the  Subjects  of  this  State  &  to  grant  them  all  that 
relief  which  this  llonbie  Court,  in  their  Wisdom  shall  think  they  are  lutitled  to.  Your 
Petitioners  therefore  humbly  Pray  that  a  Port  may  be  Establish'd  upon  said  River  Ken- 
nebeck, &  a  Naval  Office  Erected  therein,  which  will  be  a  Vast  Ease,  &  Benefit  to 
y.    Petitioners,  &  to  the  Publick  in  General.  &  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall  Ever  Pray,  &c — 

'  JoN^  Bowman  Joel  Riced  SaxIiJ^,   MCobb 

Nathi-.  TnwiNG  Francis  Ford  .  Joseph  Bowker 

OiiADiAH  Call  junk  William  Wyman  James  Purixton 

*  Printed  rusolves,  rlmiitcr  XCVI.  t  Ibid.,  March  scBsion,  1780,  chapter  CX. 

%  Jbid.,  April  BOSBion,  1781,  chapter  OXLVU. 
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James  Perry 
Robert  Reed 
Phill  White 
RoBT  White 
Ebenk    Preble 
Rich"  Harnden 
John  Langdon  jun. 
Timothy  Parsons 
Jordan  Parker 
Tim  Langdon 


James  Cargill 

Solomon  Walker 

Israel  Smith 

Jonathan  Fuller 

Stephen  Whitmore 

Joseph  Foster 

Ebenezer  Whittier 

Jn7   Wood 

Joseph  Lambard 

Thos  Mill."  —  Mass.  Archives, 


Jon*  Davis 

Samuel  Goodwin  Junior 
Rich'.*  Gushing 
Prince  Barker 
Davis  Hatch 
LOUES  houdlette 
John  Johnson 
Jonathan  Rsed 
William  Hathorn 
John  Hathorn 
vol.  183,  p.  74. 

The  following  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  Jauuaiy  27,  1779,  and  committed  to 
Messrs.  Batcheldcr,  Anthony  and  Leonard;  — 

"To  the  Hon':'."  the  Council,  &  the  Hon':'."  House  of  Representatives  for  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  General  Court  Assembled. —        May  it  Please  your  Honors — 

The  Petition  of  Nath'.-.  Thwing  Esqj^  &  others  Inhabitants  upon  the  River  Kennel)eck, 
in  the  County  of  Lincoln  Huml)iy  Shew —  That  in  April  A  D  1777  A  Petition  signed  by 
a  considerable  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  County  living  upon  s'\.  river  Ken nebecii 
&  Towns  adjacent,  was  presented  to  this  Hon'.''e  Court  setting  forth  that  the  Trade  from 
s'l  River  Kennebeck  was  likely  to  increase  very  much  to  foreign  parts,  and  Praying  that 
a  Port  might  be  established  in  s*l  Kennebeck  &  an  Officer  appointed  for  the  Purpose  of 
Entering  &  clearing  VesscUs  agreable  to  Law— &  whereas  your  Petitioners  arc  informed 
by  Samuel  Freeman  Esqi  the  (^lerk  of  this  Ilonb'e  house,  that  the  s^  Petition  cannot 
be  found  on  the  files  of  the  House.  Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  Pray,  that  the 
Affair  may  be  taken  up  notwithstanding  the  said  Petition  cannot  be  found,  and  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  said  Kennebeck  &  Towns  adjacent  may  be  indulged  in  their  request  as  their 
Petition  set  forth  the  vast  iuccmvenience  it  would  be  to  them  to  be  obliged  to  go  to  Booth- 
.bay  to  Enter  &  clear  their  Vessells.  Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  Pray  that  \  our 
Honors  would  take  the  matter  into  your  wise  consideration  and  grant  them  that  reliefe  in 
the  Promises  which  your  Honors  in  your  great  Wisdom  shall  tiiink  fit. — and  as  in  duty 
bound  shall  ever  pray  &c —  Nath';.  Thwing 

Joseph  North 
Davis  Hatch 
Jon*  Davis 

Ja?.'McCoeb."  — Ifass.  Files:  Bills,  1778-79. 
On  the  29th,  the  committee  above  naiiiCd  made  a  report  which  has  not  been  discovered, 
whereupon  the  petition  was  recommitted,  and  the  committee  was  directed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  petition.  Accordingly,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was 
read,  in  the  House,  a  first  time,  February  6th,  a  second  time,  on  the  8th;  and,  on  the  9th, 
it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  34.  By  the  following  entries  it  appears  that  nearly  six  years  prior  to  the  enact- 
ment of  this  chapter,  the  petitioners  had  applied  to  the  General  Court  for  similar  legisla- 
tion :  — 

"  June  1,  1773.  A  Petition  of  John  Adams  and  others — Setting  forth —  That  they  live 
in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Town  of  Great  Barrington  and  are  therein  greatly  incom- 
moded with  respect  to  privileges  in  Town  matters  by  reason  of  their  great  distance  from 
the  center  of  the  Town  and  the  badness  of  the  Road  thereto— That  they  live  much  nearer 
to  the  Tov.-n  of  Alford,  to  which  there  is  a  very  good  Road,  and  where  they  can  be  well 
acconnnodated  with  Town  privileges.  And  praying  that  ihey,witU  their  Estates,  may  be 
set  olf  to  Alford  there  to  do  duty  and  receive  privilege. 

In  the  House  of  Represeniatives.  The  foregoing  Petition  read  and  thereupon  Ordered 
that  the  Petitioners  notify  the  Towns  of  Great  Barrington  and  Alford  by  serving  the 
respective  Clerks  of  said  Towns  with  an  attested  Copy  of  said  Petition  and  this  order  to 
shew  cause  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  this  Court  why  the  prayer  of 
the  same  Petition  should  not  be  granted.  In  Council,  Read  and  Concurred." — Council 
Records,  vol.  XXX.,  p.  14. 

"Jan.  29,  1774.  A  Petition  of  John  Adams  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  Town  of  Great  Barrington— Praying  that  they  with  their  Estates  may  be 
set  off  to  the  Town  of  Alford — as  entered  the  first  day  of  June  last. 

In  Council.  Read  again  and  Ordered  that  this  Petition  be  revived,  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners notify  the  Towns  of  Great  Barrington  and  Alford  by  serving  the  respective  Clerks 
of  said  Towns  with  an  attested  Copy  of  said  Petition  and  this  Order  to  shew  cause  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Court  why  the  prayer  of  the  same 
Petition  should  not  be  granted.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read  and  Concurred." 
—Ihid.,  p.  136. 

"  June  16,  1774.  A  Petition  of  John  Adams  and  others  of  Great  Barrington — Praying 
to  be  set  off  to  the  Town. of  Alford— as  entered  the  first  day  of  June  1773— 

In  Council,  Read  again  together  with  the  Answer  of  Great  Barrington  and  Ordered  that 
Samuel  Phillips  Esq'  with  such  as  the  honb'e  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take 
the  same  into  consideration  and  report.    Sent  down  for  Concurrence."  —  Ibid.,  jj.  32S. 

Neither  the  original  petition,  nor  the  answer  of  Great  Barrington,  referred  to,  in  the 
above  entries  has  been  discovered,  nor  has  any  subsequent  action  of  the  Legislature; 
which  is  probably  accounted  for  by  the  sudden  dissolution  of  the  Assembly  in  June, 
1774,  and  the  transfer  of  the  custody  of  the  i)ublic  records  and  files,  caused  by  the  polit- 
ical disturbances  which  followed  that  event. 

In  1778  the  petitioners  renewed  their  application  as  follows :  — 
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"  To  the  ITofiblc  the  Council  and  House  of  Ueprcsentativcs  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

The  humble  Petition  of  John  Adams  Jr  and  others,  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of 
that  I'art  of  Great  Harrington,  which  lies  at  the  north  west  Corner,  thereof,  shews. 

That  your  Petitioners  aVe  subjected  to  great  and  grcvious  Burdens  and  Disadvantages 
by  Reason  of  their  being  Inhabitants  of  said  Town,  — that  they  hve  Six  Miles  at  the  least 
from  the  Court  House  in  the  same  Town,  the  Usual  Place  of  holding  Town  Meetings  and 
transacting  other  publick  Busyness,  —  that  it  is  not  more  than  one  mile  and  an  half,  from 
the  usual  Place,  of  transacting  publick  Busyness,  in  the  Town  of  Alford,  to  the  dwelling 
House  of  the  most  distant  Petitioner  that  they  are  in  Situation  detached  from  the  other 
Inhabitants  of  said  Town,  that  the  late  Mark  Hopkins,  Esq.  Col",  of  the  first  Regiment 
of  Malitia  in  the  County,  — sensible  of  the  Inconveniences  aforesaid,  did  annex  your 
Petitioners  to  the  Company  of  Malitia  belonging  to  said  Alford,  whereby  the  natural 
Connection  of  your  said  Petitioners  with  said  Alford  is  rendered  pcrmanant  and  lasting,  — 
wherefore  your  Petitioners,  humbl  v  pray  that  the  following  Tract  of  Land,  only  including 
your  Petitioners  Farms,  viz :  begining  at  the  north  west  Corner  of  said  Great  Barring- 
ton,  thence  runing  eastward  in  the  north  Line  of  said  Great  Barrington,  to  the  Top  of 
Ion"  pond  Mountain  so  called,  thence  runing  southward  on  the  Top  of  said  Mountain,  to 
the'cast  Line  of  the  Farm  of  Ehud  Hopkins,  thence  runing  as  the  several  Lines  of  said 
Farm  run  so  as  to  include  the  same  to  the  north  west  Corner  of  the  same,  and  from 
thence  to  the  said  northwest  Corner  of  said  Great  Barrington.— may  be  sett  otf  from 
sd  Great  Barrington  &  annexed  to  si  Alford.  or  that  your  Honors  would  be  pleased  to 
Appoint  a  Committee  to  report  to  your  Honors  such  Facts  as  you  may  desire  to  be  in- 
formed of  or  otherwise  direct  and  brder  in  the  Premises  as  to  your  Honors  shall  appear 
just  — and  as  in  dutv  bound  shall  pray. 

Great  Barrinsjton  )       John  Adams  Ju  Blodget  Smith 

10th  June  1778.   J        Ichabod  Pope  Dan  Stillwill 

Aaron  Sperrt  Elnathan  Wilcoks 

NathaI'  Sperry  John  Curtis 

Ehud   Hopkins."  —  Mass.  Archives, 

vol.  220,  p.  S67.  ,  .      ,        ,, 

This  petition  was  read,  in  the  House.  June  15tb,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Bacon, 
Fitch  and  Lewis,  and  the  next  day  a  resolve*  was  passed  requiring  notice  to  be  served 
upon  the  inhal)itants  of  Great  Barrington,  returnable  on  the  second  Monday  of  the  Sep- 
tember session,  that  they  misht  appear  and  shew  cause  against  the  petition.  The  next 
proceeding  of  the  General  Court  upon  this  petition  was  the  passage  of  the  following 

"  In  Council  Jany  29'.  1779  Read  &  Ordered  That  John  Pitts  Esq";  with  such  as  the 
Hon'ble  House  shall  appoint  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition  of 
John  Adams  &  others,  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Great  Barrington,  to  hear  the  Parties  & 
report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon 

Sent  down' for  Concurrence  John  Avery     D  Sec-v 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany  29.  1779  Read  &  coneurrd,  &  Coll  Thurston  & 
General  Titcomb  are  ioin'd—  John  Pickering     Spk'" —  Ibid.,  p.  370. 

On  the  day  the  above  order  was  passed,  the  petitioners  were  heard,  as  also  the  town  of 
Great  Barrington,  which  objected  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in 
the  following  copy  of  the  record  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  :  — 

"  At  a  Meetingof  the  Inhal)itants  of  the  Town  of  Great  Barring  Legaly  called,  &  held 
on  the  31"'  Dav  of  August  AD  1778. 

Voted  that  this  Town  will  make  angwer  to  the  petition  of  John  Adams  &c.  praying,  to 
be  set  off  from  said  (Jreat  Barrinijton  with  their  estates  &  annexed  to  Alford  — And 
voted  that  the  following  reasons  l)e''given  to  the  great  &  general  Court,  why  the  prayer  of 
said  petition  should  not  be  granted,  viz 

1.  Because  the  petitioners  have  mistated  the  matter,  when  they  say,  in  their  petition, 
'Tliat  they  Live  six  miles  at  the  Least  from  the  Courthouse  in  the  same  Town  — v/heii 
not  one  of  them  Live  more  than  six  Miles  from  said  Court  house,  &  others  not  more  than 

four  miles—  ,        ,  ,  .      .       »        ,   , , 

2.  Because  this  Town  is  so  small  at  present,  that  there  "are  not  at  this  time  &  probably 
never  will  be  more  inhabitants,  than  will  be  necessary  to  perform  Town  duties,  such  as 
supporting  ministers,  Schools  &.c. 

3.  Because  this  Town  is  now  destitute  of  a  settled  Minister,  &  one  third  part  of  the 
publick  taxes  in  this  Town  is  paid  by  professed  members  of  the  Church  of  England, 
Should  therefore  the  praver  of  the  petifi(«i  be  granted.  This  Town,  now  but  l)arely  able 
to  settle  &  support  a  Gospel  Minister,  would  be  rendered  still  more  unable,  to  heave 
preaching  Sc  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  reestablished  amongst  us  — 

4.  Because  a  number  of  the  other  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  are  so  situated,  that  they 
mi-iht  with  eiinal  propriety,  petition  your  honors,  to  be  set  otf  from  this,  &  annexed  to 

some  other  Towns  —  ,        , ,     .,  ,  .    ^       ^,      ,     . 

5.  Because  this  Town  being  Long  since  Incorporated,  and  by  Lttw  subject  to  the  duties 
above  mentioned,  —  It  seems  to  this  Town,  peculiarly  hard,  to  be  taken  off  by  pieces,  & 
those  peices  made  into  Towns,  or  annexed  towns,  already  made- The  Greater  parts  of 
the  Towns  of  Alford  &  Lee,  were  pans  of  this  Town,  when  first  incorporated  — 

6.  Because  some  years  since,  the  present  petitioners,  (with  some  others)  to  be  set  off 
from  this  Town,  &  incorporated  into  a  Town  or  district,  &  this  Town  being  notify'd  to 
make  answer  to  the  same,  attended  accordingly —The  consequence  was, —  The  petition 
was  dismissed  — 

*  Printed  resolvi'.s  of  the  May  sesaion,  1778,  chapter  LXXl  V. 
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Wc  beg  Leave  further  to  observe,  that  we  cannot  conceive  any  Connection  betwixt  the 
Late  Col. //o;;/t««,s'5  annexing  the  petitioners  the  Company  of  Militia  in  Alford,  &  their 
being  set  olf  to  Alford.  We  can  give  another,  &  wo  trust  a  better  reason  for  Col.  Hop- 
kins's conduct  in  that  affair,  viz  That  there  was  not  a  number  of  men  in  Alford,  suffi- 
cient to  form  a  Company  &  therefore  set  off  from  this  Town,  a  number  sufficient  to 
complete  a  Captain's  Command. 

We  would  also  observe  that  some  of  the  Lihabitants  of  this  Town  inchxded  in  Alford 
Company  arc  not  petioiiers;  but  opposed  to  the  petition  —  Nor  can  we  apprehend  that 
the  Conduct  of  Col.  Hopkins  in  the  premises,  has  'rendered  the  natural  connections  of  the 
petitioners  &  Alford,  pcrmenant  &  Lasting'  as  the  petitioners  suggest,  It  being  a  matter 
subject  to  alteration  any  day."  —  Ibid.,  p.  37L 

As  the  result  of  this  hearing,  the  following  resolve  *  was  passed :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts    In  Council  Janx  29  1779 

On  the  Petition  of  John  Adams  &  others  praying  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  Petition 
that  they  and  the  Tracts  of  Land  belonging  to  them  in  the  Town  of  Great  Barrington  may 
be  set  oiif  from  said  Town  &  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Alford. 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  (he  Petition  be  granted  &  that  the  said  John  Adams  & 
others  the  within  Petitioners  and  their  Lands  as  described  in  said  Petition  be  &  hereby 
are  set  olf  from  the  aforesaid  Town  of  Great  Barrington  and  annexed  to  the  Town  of 
Alford,  &  that  they  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  aecoydingly  • 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  '  John  Atert  D  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Janv,  29.  1779    Read  &  eoncurrd 

JouN  Pickering     Spk' 

Consented  to  "  — [Signed  by   fifteen    of  the  Council] .  —  i6«/.,  p.  369. 

In  accordance  with  this  resolve,  the  bill  of  the  present  chapter  was  reported  to  the 
Council,  where,  on  the  8th,  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence. 
In  the  House  it  was  immediately  read  a  first  time,  and  on  the  9th,  it  was  read  a  second 
time.  On  the  10th,  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  and  on  the  11th,  it  was 
passed  to  be  enacted,  Ijy  both  branches. 

Chap.  35.  On  the  7th  of  January,  1779,  Messrs.  Partridge,  Craneh  and  Wood  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  the  House,  "  to  consider  what  provision  is  necessary  to  be  made 
to  enable  the  treasurer  to  pay  out  the  money  he  has  received  on  the  sale  of  this-state-lot- 
tery  tickets,  and  to  pay  off  the  prizes  drawn  in  said  lottery,  and  report,"  and,  on  the  11th, 
Messrs.  Parks,  Choate  and  Thaxter,  were  appointed  a  committee  "  to  devise  ways  and 
means  for  supplying  the  treasury  wifh  money  to  pay  the  soldiers  the  gratuity  offered 
them  by  a  resolve  of  the  first  of  May  last."  Both  the  resolves  providing  for  the  above 
measures ;  namely,  offering  a  gratuity  to  the  soldiers,  aiTd  establishing  a  lottery,  are  given 
in  full  in  the  note  to  chapter  5,  ante. 

On  the  12th,  the  former  of  the  above-named  committees  reported  a  resolve  which,  on 
that  day,  was  passed  by  the  House,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence,  but  returned  on  the 
next  day,  in  response  to  a  message  from  the  House,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Sullivan,  Crane  and  Prescott  was  thereupon  appointed  by  the  House  to  bring  in 
a  bill  "  for  raising  a  fund  to  redeem  the  notes  ordered  to  be  issued  for  paying  ofl'  the 
prizes  of  this  state's  lottery."  On  the  20th,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Brown  and  Johnson,  of  the  House,  and  Jedidiah  Preble,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed 
"to  consider  what  is  further  necessary  to  be  done  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  pay  the  gra- 
tuity promised  to  the  soldiers  by  the  resolve  of  the  first  o£  May  1778." 

Of  these  two  committees,  the  latter  reported  a  resolve  t  on  the  21st,  and,  on  the  6th  of 
February,  a  bill  reported  by  the  former  committee,  and  bearing  the  title  of  this  chapter, 
was  reaci  a  first  time,  in  the  House.  This  bill  had  its  subsequent  readings  and  was  passed 
to  be  engrossed,  in  the  House,  on  the  8th,  and  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed, 
by  the  Council,  on  the  9th,  and  on  the  11th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  both  branches. 

Chap.  36.  M.  G6rard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  having  addressed  the  presi- 
dent of  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  the  great  need  of  masts  and  spars  in  tjie  enemy's 
navy.  Congress  passed  the  following  preamble  and  resolve:  — 

"In  Confess  Dec;  29,  1778  The  president  informed  Congress  that  the  minister  of 
France  had  requested  him  to  communicate  the  following  information  to  Congress,  namely 
That  the  minister  was  assured  by  good  intelligence  that  the  enemy's  fleet  at  Rhode 
island  were  greatly  distressed  for  want  of  masts  and  spars;  that  a  mast  had  been  taken 
from  a  merchantman  of  600  tons  and  put  into  a  man  of  war  of  the  line;  that  others  of 
their  ships  of  war  had  been  rigged  with  jury  masts  and  that  they  had  little  prospect  of  a 
supply  from  Halifax  or  any  other  of  their  ports :  That  there  were  in  Newhampshire  a 
number  of  masts  fit  for  ships  of  the  line  ready  to  be  exported  from  thence  to  S'  Domingo : 
That  the  enemy  had  been  advised  of  this  &  were  preparing  to  intercept  them  That  in  his 
opinion  it  would  be  of  great  consequence  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  obtaining  such  an 
important  supply  and  therefore  he  proposed  that  the  masts  should  be  sunk  during  the 
winter  and  as  an  inducement  thereto  he  would  himself  pay  the  expencc  of  sinking  & 
raising  them  &  also  the  interest  of  whatever  sums  might  have  been  expended  in  procuring 
the  said  masts,  until  the  next  spring  whereupon  — 

Resolved  That  it  1)0  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  states  of  Massachusetts  bay 
&  Newhampshire  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  to  prevent  any  masts  or  spars  from 
being  exported  from  or  laden  on  board  any  ships  or  vesse[lst]  within  the  ports  of  the 
said  states    Extract   from  the  minutes  Cua"  Tuomson  Sec>'."  —  Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  221,  p.  15t ;  also  printed  in  Secret  Journals  of  Congress,  vol.  I.,  p.  98. 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  0.  t  Ibid.,  chapter  LXIV.  X  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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This  resolve  was  communicated  to  the  Council  in  a  letter  from  John  Jay,  president  of 
the  Congress,  and  was  brought  down  to  the  House  January  13,  1779,  and  read ;  where- 
upon a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Batchelder,  Phillips  of  A.ndover,  and  Sul- 
livan,of  the  House,  and  Thomas  Cushing  and  Nathan  Gushing,  of  the  Council — who 
were  joined  on  the  14th  —  was  appointed  to  consider  the  same  and  I'eport.  Mr.  Jay's 
letter  is  as  follows :  — 

«  Philadelphia  29*  Deer   1778 

Gentlemen  On  perusing  the  enclosed  Act  of  Congress — passed  this  Day,  you  will  find  it 
to  contain  a  Recommendation  which  they  deem  to  be  of  great  Importance. 

The  patriotic  Exertions  of  Massachusets  Bay  in  the  Course  of  this  great  Cause  .and 
Conflict,  saves  me  the  necessity  of  pressing  your  attention  to  a  measure,  evidently  calcu- 
lated to  distress  the  Enemy  and  advance  the  Interest  of  the  united  States — 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Gentlemen 

with  gi'eat  Respect  your  most  obedient  and 

h'ble  Serv* 

John  Jay — 

The  Hon'ble  The  Council  of  Massachusets  Bay."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  200,  p.  280. 

The  Council  had  broached  the  same  subject  to  the  House,  in  a  message  at  the  beginning 
of  the  session  (Jan.  6,  1779),  as  follows :  — 

"  Masts  arean  Article  the  Enemy  must  be  in  extream  want  of,  they  will  therefore  be 
very  Vigilant  and  assiduous  in  theit  endeavors  to  talie  as  many  of  them  as  they  Possibly 
Can,  it  is  of  Importance  therefore  that  we  should  use  every  measure  in  our  Power  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  their  hands,  and  now  we  have  mentioned  this  Article  we  cannot 
forbear  recommending  it  to  your  Consideration  whether  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  to  take 
some  effectual  measures  for  Preserving  Pine  Trees  of  certain  Dimensions,  suitable  for 
Masts  for  large  Vessells,  from  being  cut  down  and  disposed  of  at  the  pleasure  of  every 
one ;  Our  Sea  Coasts,  our  Trade  &  Navigation  do  now  &  will  in  future  require  a  consider 
able  Naval  Force  for  their  Protection.  The  Preservation  of  such  Pine  Trees  as  are  suitable 
for  Masts  is  object  of  great  Importance  to  this  as  well  as  the  other  United  States,  not  only 
considered  as  a  Measure  necessary  for  our  Protection,  but  as  Masts  are  an  Article  with 
which  we  may  carry  on  a  Trade  with  our  Allies  much  to  their  Gratification,  as  well  as 
greatly  to  our  own  Advantage."  — Ibid.,  vol.  158,  p.  131. 

This  was  probably  suggested  by  a  circular  letter  from  M.  Gdrard  confidentially  commu 
nicated  by  the  Sieur  De  Valnais,  French  consul  at  Boston,  oflFering  a  premium  for  the 
capture  or  destruction  of  vessels  loaded  with  masts  or  spars  for  the  enemy.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  the  contemporaneous  translation  oi  this  letter :  — 

"The  Minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  promises  and  engages  to  pay  or  cause 
to  be  paid  a  premium  of  Twelve  thousand  Continental  Dollars  to  every  Vessel  that 
shall  take  or  destroy  a  Vessel  of  the  enemy  loaded  with  Masts  or  Spars  destined  for 
the  ports  of  Hallifax,  Newport  or  New  York  from  the  date  of  these  presents  to  the  first 
day  of  the  Month  of  April  next.  The  said  sum  of  twelve  thousand  Dollars  shall  be  paid 
in  Philadelphia  the  moment  the  Captor  shall  produce  to  the  Minister  the  legal  proof  of  the 
Capture  or  destruction  of  the  Vessel  loaded  with  Masts  and  Spars  for  the  ports  af  :sd. 

The  Congress  having  been  pleased  to  approve  this  measure,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
entreats  them  to  address  the  present  declaration  to  the  States  they  shall  judge  proper, 
recommending  it  to  them  to  make  the  same  known  to  the  Captains  and  privateers  of  their 
respective  ports,  avoiding  nevertheless  to  give  such  public  Notice  as  may  serve  to  put  the 
enemy  on  their  gaurd  and  induce  them  to  send  their  Vessels  under  convoy — 
,^.  Philadelphia  U*"  Decern  1778 

(J^)  Signed  Gerard,"— /6irf., 

vol.  200.  p.  257. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  in  the  Council,  a  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  with  the  following 
title :  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  masts  of  certain  dimensions,  suitable  for  the 
*  masting  of  ships  of  war."    This  bill  had  its  second  reading  and  was  passed  to  be  engros'^ed 

and  sent  down  for  concurrence  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  when  it  had  its  first 
reading  in  the  House,  and  on  the  8th,  was  read  a  second  time  and  committed  to  Messrs. 
Sumner,  Crane  and  Ward.  On  the  12th,  the  bill  not  having  been  further  acted  upon  by 
the  House,  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  at  their  request.  On  the  15th,  the  Council  sent 
down  to  the  House,  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  which  had  been  passed  to  be  engrossed  in  that 
branch.  It  was  immediately  read  a  first  time  in  the  House,  a  second  time,  on  the  IGth,  and 
on  the  17th,  it  was  passed  in  concurrence  to  be  engrossed,  with  an  amendment  changing 
the  diameter  of  the  prohibited  masts  or  spars  mentioned  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  first 
section  from  twelve  inches,  to  fifteen  inches.  The  Council,  on  the  same  day,  concurred  in 
the  bill  as  thus  amended,  and  on  the  19th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches. 

While  this  bill  was  pending  the  following  joint  order  was  passed :  — 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  Council  Feb'T  12'!!  1779. 

Ordered  that  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  Port  of  Boston  be  and  hereby  is  directed  not  to 
clear  out  any  Vessell  from  the  said  Port  that  has  taken  on  Board  as  Cargo  any  Masts,  , 
Spars  or  Naval  Stores  imtill  he  has  reported  to  the  Council  the  Name  of  the  Vessel  1  and 
of  the  Person  who  comands  her,  and  the  Destination  of  said  Vessell,  And  that  he  cause  a 
Search  to  be  made  of  all  Vessells  about  sailing  from  this  Harbor  and  for  the  Clearance  of 
which  Application  shall  Ije  made,  in  Order  to  discover  whether  such  Vessells  have  on 
Board  any  Masts,  Spars,  or  Naval  Stores,  and  in  Case  he  shall  find  any  of  the  Articles 
aforementioned  on  Board  he  is  not  to  clear  them  out  untill-  he  has  made  Report  to  the 
Council  and  has  received  their  Orders  thereupon 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery  D  Sec^ 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb  12-1779  Read  &  concurrd  with  an  amendment 
viz  dele  '  Ordcrd '  and  insert '  Resolved ' 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence.  John  Pickering   Spk' 

In  Council  Febx  12'.  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  221,  p.  96. 

The  following  petition  for  exemption  from  the  operation  of  the  foregoing  resolve,  and 
the  report  which  accompanied  it,  of  the  naval  officer  for  the  port  of  Boston,  were  read  in 
the  Council,  Feb.  15th,  and  forth  wich  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Benjamin 
Austin,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Crane  and  Barrell,  of  the  House:  — 

"To  the  Honb.  The  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts- 
bay,  in  General  Court  assembled. 

the  Petition  of  James  Swan,  in  behalf  of  himself.  Cap'  Job  Prince  &  others,  owners 
of  the  Ship  Leighton    Humbly  Shews 

That  your  petitioners  have  fitted,  at  a  very  great  expence  the  said  Ship  Leighton,  Com- 
manded by  Cap^  Edward  Davis,  with  a  load  of  spars  &  Lumber  the  produce  of  this  State, 
bound  to  the  West  Indies  for  a  load  of  Molasses,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  Consump- 
tion of  the  people.  That  the  said  ship,  was  mann'd  &  ready  to  go  to  Sea  three  months  ago, 
when  all  her  people  left  her  and  engag'd  in  the  public  Service  on  board  a  Continental 
frigate,  which  has  detain'd  her  in  port  ever  since  at  a  great  additional  expense.  That  she 
is  now  ready  to  proceed  on  her  Voyage :  but  the  Naval  officer  for  this  Port  refuses  clear- 
ing her  out;  alledging  a  resolve  of  the  General  assembly  to  that  effect. 

Your  petitioners  to  unload  this  ship  must  be  at  an  Expence  of  Two  thousand  pounds; 
and  answer  no  good  purpose  then :  For  as  they  presume  the  resolve  never  was  meant  to 
include  small  spars  under  nineteen  inches,  so  it  never  can  etfect  this  ship :  not  one  stick  on 
board  of  her  being  more  than  the  size  mention'd. — They  are  therefore  embolden'd  to  say, 
that  should  they  be  so  unfortunate  as  have  her  captur'd  by  the  Enemie,  there  is  not  one 
Ma£.t  or  Spar  of  the  whole  Cargoe,  which  can  assist  a  Man  of  War.  And  should  she  be 
still  detain'd  here,  the  owner  must  at  least  be  damag'd  Six  thousand  pounds. — 

They  therefore — Huml)ly  beseech  the  Hono>.  Council  &  House  of  Representatives,  to 
pass  a  resolve  ordering  the  Naval  offlcer  to  clear  the  said  Ship  Leighton  from  this  port ; 
taking  an  affidavit  of  the  Master  that  there  are  none  above  nineteen  inches  on  board :  and 
as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Boston  13' Fcb>- 1779.  Jams  Swa.^."  — Ibid.,  p.  150. 

"  To  the  Honorable  Council  State  Mass*  Buy     May  it  please  your  Honours. 

la  Obedience  to  a  Resolve*  of  the  Hon  Gen'.  Assembly  of  this  State  dated.l2  Instant. 
The  Naval  Officer  for  the  Port  of  Boston  begs  leave  to  report  to  your  Honors,  that  the 
Ship  Leighton  Edward  Davis  Commander  bound  for  Hispaniola ;  has  on  board  according 
to  his  own  Representation  Seventeen  Masts,  twelve  Booms  of  the  dimensions  hereto  an- 
nexed, likewise  three  hundred  Spars,  which  Ship  is  loaded  &  a  Search  would  be  diffl-cult 
&  very  expensive — Also  that  Cap'  Davis  Hatch  in  the  Sloop  Polly  bound  for  Kennebcck, 
has  on  board  thirty  nine  barren's  Naval  Stores,  &  will  sail  in  a  day  or  two.  the  Naval 
Officer  begs  Your  Honors  directions  respecting  the  Clearances  for  the  above-mention'd 
Vessel  Is,  as  soon  as  is  convenient  to  the  Honorable  Board — 

Port  Boston  February  13.  1779.  Nat  Barber  N  oSr."  —  Ibid.,  p.  156. 

On  the  17th,  John  Pitts  was  appointed  on  the  above-named  committee  in  place  of  Austin, 
who  was  absent,  and  on  the  18th,  the  committee  reported  to  the  Council  a  resolve  refusing 
permission  for  the  vessel  to  sail  until  the  masts  and  spars  on  board  —  the  former  being 
seventeen  in  number,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  latter,  twelve 
in  number,  and  from  fifty  to  sixty-five  feet  in  length  —  "are  taken  out;  the  necessary  ex- 
pense of  which  unloading  and  lading  said  ship,  shall  be  defrayed  by  this  state,  and  charged 
to  the  continent."  This  resolve  was  not  accepted ;  whereupon  an  order  was  passed  by 
the  Council,  permitting  the  naval  officer  to  grant  a  clearance  of  the  ship,  notwithstanding 
the  former  order.  The  House  then  concurred  in  the  resolve,t  "  as  taken  into  a  new  draught," 
as  follows :  — 

"  On  the  Petition  of  James  Swan  in  behalf  of  himself  &  others,  owners  of  the  Ship 
Leighton  praying  she  may  have  liberty  to  sail  on  her  Voyage  to  the  West  Indies,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  Petition — 

Rej^olved  that  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted  &  that  the  Naval  Officer  for  the 
Port  of  Boston  be  and  he  hereby  is  permitted  to  clear  out  the  Ship  Leighton,  any  former 
Order  of  Court  to  the  contrary',  notwithstanding."  —  Ibid.,  p.  153. 

On  the  19th,  the  Council  concurred  in  this  resolve. 

Chap.  37.  A  case  of  the  kind  to  which  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  were  applicable, 
is  described  in  the  preamble  to  the  following  resolve,^  passed  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Welsh,  a  daughter  of  the  testator,  who  praj^ed  to  be  put  in  possession  of  such  of  the  real 
and  personal  estate  devised  and  bequeathed  to  her  as  had  not  been  disposed  of,  or  carried 
away,  by  the  executor,  a  loyalist  refugee :  — 

"  the  Com'.";'  appointed  on  the  Petition  of  Elizabeth  Welsh  report  the  following  Resolve 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  Nov  8  1776 

Whereas  Hugh  Hall  Esqr  late  of  Boston  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  deceased,  by  his  last 
Will  &  testament  constituted  Foster  Hutchinson  Esq'"  Executor  of  the  same  Will  &  the 
said  Hutchinson  has  since  gone  out  of  this  State  &  neglects  to  execute  said  Will  ac[cord- 
ing^]  to  the  direction  of  the  said  Testator :  Therefore  re[solvedJJ  that  the  part  of  said  Will 
which  constitutes  8ai[d  Hu§]tchinson  Executor  of  the  same  Will  be  &  hereby  is  declared 
null  &  void  &  that  the  said  Hutchinson  be  no  longer  considered  Executor  thereof^and  it 

•  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  session,  chapter  CLXXL  t  Ibid.,  chapter  OXCIII. 

i  Ibid.,  November  seesion,  chapter  Xil.  §  M8.  mutilated. 
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is  also  resolved  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills  &  for  granting  Administration  in  said 
County  of  SuflFolk  be  &  hereby  is  empowered  to  grant  administration  upon  the  Estate  of 
the  said  Hugh  Hall  Esqr  not  administred  upon  by  the  said  Foster  Hutchinson  to  some 
person  or  persons  with  the  said  Will  annexed  according  to  the  laws  of  this  State  &  that 
the  said  Person  or  Persons  to  whom  s*  Administration  shall  be  so  granted  ho  accepting 
the  said  Trust  be  fully  empowered  &  obliged  to  administer  on  such  part  of  s^  Estate  as 
was  not  before  administred  upon  by  said  Hutchinson  according  to  y»  direction  of  ye  said 
Testator  in  said  Will  expressed 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  T.  Dalton.  Spk'  pro  Tem— 

In  Council  Nov'   14'.1776    Read  &  Concurr'd  John  Avert  Dpy  Secy 

Consented  to"— [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .—ilfass.  Archives,  vol.  211,  p.  97. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1779,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  joint  partners 
in  trust,  oflSce  or  interest,"  was  read,  a  first  time,  in  the  Council,  and  assigned  to 
Feb.  2d,  for  a  second  reading.  This  bill,  after  reciting  that"  divers  persons  have  departed 
this  state,  some  of  whom  arc  prohibited  returning  hither  again  without  leave  of  the  General 
Court,  whose  absence  may  be  prejudicial  to  those  who  are  connected  with  them  in  ofHce, 
trust,  interest  or  estate,  unless  some  remedy  be  made  in  that  behalf,"  proceeded  to  enact 
that  the  person  or  persons  remaining  in  this  state  having  a  joint  interest  with  any  such 
absentee,  in  any  right  of  action  either  in  their  own  names,  or  as  executors  or  administra- 
tors, or  in  trust,  which  must,  by  law,  be  brought  or  defended  in  the  names  of  all  the  parties 
in  interest,  may  .prosecute  or  defend  such  action  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  absent 
parties  were  naturally  dead.  This  bill  seems  to  have  been  superseded  by  the  present 
chapter. 

Chap.  38.  The  following  petition,  which  led  to  the  passage  of  this  chapter,  sufficiently 
sets  forth  the  constitution  of  the  body  which  framed  it :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay —  j-  To  the  Honble  the  Council  and  the  Honble  House 
of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled — 

Pittsfield  Aug'..  26'.».  1778, 
We  the  subscribers  Delegates  from  the  several  Towns  in  the  County  of  Berkshire, 
chosen  &  appointed  for  the  Special  purpose  of  Petitioning  the  Great  and  Geni.  Court  to 
call  a  special  convention  of  Delegates  from  each  Town  in  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  Bill  of  rights  &  a  Constitution  or  form  of  Government—  Humbly  shew- 
That  your  Memorialists  have  from  the  time  of  the  Stamp  Act  to  this  present  Day, 
manifested  a  constant  and  uniform  Abhorrence  and  Detestation  (not  only  in  Sentiment  but 
overt  Actions)  of  all  the  Unconstitutional  Measures  taken  by  the  British  Parliament  to 
tax,  depauperate  and  Sulijugate  these  now  United  and  Independent  States  of  America— 
That  they  can  Vie  with  aiiy  County  in  this  State  not  only  in  Voluntarily  appearing  in 
Arms  upon  the  least  notice,  when  their  Brethren  in  Distress  needed  their  Assistance  as  at 
the  Massacre  at  Lexington,  the  Fight  at  Bunkers  Hill  &=  &c  But  also  in  filling  up  their 
Quotas  of  Men  from  time  to  time,  demanded  either  by  this  State  or  the  Commanding 
Officer  in  these  Parts:  altho' our  Situation  has  been  such, as  might  have  justified  the 
Gen'  Court  had  they  called  upon  Us  for  no  such  supplies,  over  and  above  w''  our  Zeal 
in  the  Common  Cause  has  carried  Us  beyond  our  Ability  in  the  frequent  Excursions 
against  the  Common  Enemy,  as  in  the  Battle  of  Bennington,  in  assisting  Col"  Brown  in 
the  Capture  of  so  many  Hundreds  at  the  Carrying  place  at  Tyconderoga,  in  the  quelling 
the  Tories  at  divers  times  in  a  Neighbouring  State, w<^i»  otherwise,  might  have  suff"ercd 
amazinffly,  and  in  instances  of  the  like  Nature  too  many  to  enumerate- 
Notwithstanding  this  Our  Fidelity  to  the  State  and  our  exertions  for  the  Common 
Cauze.  We  have  by  designing  and  disaflFected  Men  been  represented  as  a  Mobbish,  Ungov- 
ernable refractory,  licent^ious  and  dissolute  People,  by  means  whereof  have  been  threntned 
with  Dismemberment,  more  especially,  as  we  conceive,  on  Account  of  our  not  admitting 
the  Course  of  common  Law — 

It  is  true  we  were  the  first  County  that  put  a  Stop  to  Courts,  and  were  soon  followed  by 
many  others,  Nay  in  effect  by  the  whole  State—  And  we  are  not  certain  but  that  it  might 
have  been  as  well  (if  not  better)  had  they  continued  so,  rather  than  to  have  Law  dealt 
out  by  piece  meal  as  it  is  this  Day,  without  any  Foundation  to  support  it,  for  We  doubt 
not  we  should  before  this  time  have  had  a  Bill  of  rights,  and  a  Constitution  w;;ii  arc  the 
only  things.  We  at  this  time  are  empowered  to  pray  for— And  We  do  now  with  the  grcate.'it. 
Deference  Petition  your  Honors,  that  you  would  issue  your  Precepts  to  all  the  Towns  and 
places  within  this  State  (called  upon  to  pay  public  Taxes)  requiring  them  to  choose  Dele- 
gates to  set  as  soon  as  may  be  in  some  suitable  place  to  form  a  Bill  of  Rights  and  a 
Constitution  for  this  State,  without  which  We  shall  retain  the  aforesl.  Character,  if 
grounded  upon  the  Non-admission  Law,  as  abundantly  appears  to  Us  this  Day  by  the 
Yeas  and  Nays,  brought  in  from  the  respective  Towns  We  represent,  taken  in  Town  Meet- 
ing, especially  called  for  that  purpose,  there  being  four  fifths  of  the  Inhabitants  of  s'' 
County  against  supporting  the  Courts  of  Law,  untill  a  Constitution  be  formed  and  Ac- 
cepted by  the  people—  , ,       .       ,     ^       ^ 

If  this  our  request  is  rejected  We  shall  endeavour  by  addressmg  the  first  Committee  of 
Safety  &"  in  this  State  &  others,  that  there  be  a  State  Convention  formed  for  the  puipose 
aforesaid— And  if  this  Iloiible  Court  are  for  dismembering  there  are  other  States,  which 
have  Constitutions  who  will  We  doubt  not,  as  l)ad  as  we  are,  gladly  receive  Us ;  And  We 
shall  to  the  utmost  of  our  Ability  support  and  defend  authority  and  Law  as  we  should 
w"'  greater  Cheerfulness  in  this  State  to  which  We  belong  was  there  any  proper  Founda- 
tion for  it —  . 
We  are  with  all  Submission  your  Honors  youngest  Child  and  are  determmed  to  the 
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Utmost  of  our  Power  to  protect  and  secure  our  just  Inheritance,  and  hope  our  parent,  will 

graciously  concur  and  assist  by  granting  this  our  request. 

And  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  pray — 
Ezra  Fellows,—  Sheffield  Caleb  TIyde  )  j 

WM    Whiting—  G  Barrington  William  Walker  S  xjenox 

Joseph  Chaffee  )     -p„rtri,^crpfip^r^  ^.sa  Bement  Stockbridgc 

Dan'-   Kenne        \     ir-artriageneia  j^^^^  Holden—  Sandisfield 


Elisha  Baker.  Williamston  Joseph  Pierce 

Jabez  Ward       I         N  Marlboro'  John  Burrows 


Gageboro* 


Caleb  Wright  <,         ^^  i^<iiiuu.u  -^y„  dquglas-  Hancock, 

JoNA  Smith         )       t  nnAshm-nno-h  Benj.    Pierson—  Richmond 

James  Harris    S       ^^"^sDoioUon  Smith  Marct—  Loudon 

W'M  Williams  ")  Eusebius  Bushnell  I    tv    i  •     f 

Valentine  Rathbone    S-Pittsfield  George  Sloan—         |    vvasnin^ton 

Enoch  Root —  )  Joseph  Gilbert —  Alfred 

Jesse  Bradley —  Lee 

Benja   Taylor —    New  Ashford." — 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  220,  p.  462. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1778,  the  Council  passed  the  following  resolves  on  the  forego- 
ing petition :  — 

"In  Council  Oct.  16.' 1778 
On  the  Petition  of  Ezra  Fellows  and  others.  Members  of  a  Convention  in  the  County  of 
Berkshii'c  Resolved,  that  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  bj'  the  Petition  afores'J  that 
Difficulties  have  existed,  and  do  now  exist  in  the  s<J  County  which  have  hitherto  ob- 
structed the  Establishing  of  Courts  of  Justice  in  the  s^}  County ; — and  whereas  the  Sus- 
pension of  Civil  Authority  is  pregnant  with  every  political  Euil ; — and  Whereas  the 
Honor  of  Government,  the  Prosperity  of  this  State,  as  well  as  the  Peace  of  that  County 
are  much  concerned; — for  the  Removal  of  these  Evils,  and  for  the  Restoration  of  good 
Order,  Peace,  &  Harmony 

Resolved  that  Dan'.  Hopkins  &  Eleazer  Brooks  Eq''.^  with  such  as  may  be  joined  by  the 
Hon'e  House  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  Pittsfield  in  the  s']  County  on  the  17th  of  No- 
vember next  to  hear  as  well  from  Individuals,  as  from  the  several  Towns  and  Plantations 
in  the  s<i  County  all  Complaints  of  Difficulties,  and  Grievances  of  every  political  kind,  or 
Nature,  they,  or  any  of  them  do,  or  have  suffered,  (if  any)  or  which  the  sd  Towns,  Plan- 
tations, or  Individuals  suppose  they  suffer;  and  to  do  any  other  Matter  or  thing  by  advice, 
or  Admonition  which  they  shall  judge  may  be  for  the  Hon";  Hapiness,  or  Safety  of  this 
State  in  general,  or  that  County  in  particular;  especially  such  as  relate  to  the  formation 
of  a  new  Constitution  or  Form  of  Government,  or  the  Support  of  the  present. —  And 
the  s<!  Committee  are  hereby  further  authorized  and  impowered  to  summon,  or  bring 
l)cforc  them  any  Evidences  to  investigate  any  matter  of  fact  whereof  they  may  judge  best 
to  enquire  relating  to  the  Premises ;  also  to  employ  a  Clerk  :  And  that  the  s<}  Committee 
report  the  s'^  Difficulties,  and  Grievances,  and  all  other  Matters  or  things,  relating  to  the 
political  State  of  the  s<}  County,  which  may  come  to  their  Knowledge  to  this  Court,  on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  their  next  Session.  And  to  the  End  that  such  Towns,  and 
Plantations  may  be  duly  heard  upon  the  Premises,  it  is  Resolved  that  each  Town  and 
Plantation  send  one  or  more  Delegates  chosen  in  Town  Meeting  by  a  majority  of  the  Male 
Inhabitants  present,  being  free,  and  twenty  one  years  of  Age,  after  due  warning  for  that 
Purpose,  to  meet  the  s^  Com^  at  the  Time  and  Place  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  s^  Towns 
and  Plantations,  particularly  and  fully  instruct  their  Delegates  concerning  such  Griev- 
ances, and  Difficulties,  and  also  what  Objections  they  have  against  the  due,  and  ordinary 
Course  of  Justice  in  setting  of  the  Courts  of  Judicature  aforesaid,  and  otherwise. 

And  to  the  End  that  all  such  Towns,  Plantations  and  Individuals  may  be  fully  informed 
thereof,  it  is  further  resolved  that  the  Secretary  of  this  State  send  printed'  Copies  of 

this  Resolve  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  sd  County,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  send  one  of  the 
same  to  the  Town  Clerk  of  each  Town ;  and  to  post  up  one  thereof  in  some  public  place 
in  each  Town  and  Plantation  aforesaid.  And  be  it  further  Resolved  that  there  be  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State  the  Sum  of  to  each  of  the  s<i  Committee  to  enable 

them  to  perform  the  Business  hereby  assigned  them ;  they  being  accountable  to  this  Court 
for  the  Expenditure  of  the  same.  Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

John  Avery  Dy  Seer."  —  Ibid.,  p.  13i. 
The  House,  on  the  same  day,  refused  to  concur  in  the  foregoing  resolves ;  whereupon  a 
joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Davis,  Lowell  and  Freeman,  of  the  House,  and 
Hopkins  and  Danielson  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  to  consider  the  foregoing  petition, 
"and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon." 

On  tlie  sam,e  day  another  resolve,*reported  to  the  Council  by  the  committee  last  ap- 
pointed, was  passed,  as  follows  :  — 
"On  tiic  petition  of  Ezra  Fellows  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Berkshu-o 
Resolved  that  Samuel  Niles  &  Eleazer  Brooks  Esq7  witli  such  as  the  Honie  House 
may  join  be  a  Cora™  to  repair  to  Pittsfield  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  on  the  T7'.h  Day 
of  November  next  there  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  their  Grievances,  and  endeavour  to 
remove  them;  and  for  this  purpose  that  the  several  Towns,  and  Plantations  in  the 
st)  County  be  served  with  a  Copy  of  this  Resolve,  l)y  the  Sheriff  of  the  s-J  County,  who 
is  hereliy  directed  to  send  one  of  the  same  to  the  Town  Clerk  of  each  Town,  and  to  post 
up  one  thereof  in  some  public  place  in  each  Town,  and  Plantation  in  s<\  County;  to  the 
End  that  the  several  Towns,  and  Plantations  afores^  if  they  see  fit,  may  send  one  or  more 
persons  to  confer  with  the  sd  ComS«;  and  the  s<J  Co'mce  are  hereby  durectcd  to  inform  the 
good  People  of  that  County  that  the  General  Assembly  have  chosen  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider what  is  necessary  to  be  done  towai-ds  forming  a  new  Constitution  of  Government, 

*  Priniea  resolves  of  the  September  session,  chapter  CLXXVUI. 
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that  they  have  no  Doubt  the  same  will  be  taken  up  at  the  next  Session  of  this  Court ;  and 
that  the  s^  first  mentioned  Committee  make  Report  of  their  Doings  to  the  General 
Court  as  soon  as  may  be — 

In  Council  Oct,.  16: 1778  —  Read  &  accepted        Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

Jno  Avery   Dy  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct  16  1778  Read  &  concurrd  &  Scth  Washburn 
John  Bliss  &  Thomas  Crane  Esq"  are  join'i 

John  Pickering   Spk'' 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  p.  132. 

The  committee  thus  appointed,  met  at  the  time  designated  in  the  resolve,  and  conferred 
with  representatives  from  the  principal  towns  of  Berkshire,  assembled  in  convention.  The 
delegates  from  the  town  of  Pittsfleld  presented  to  the  committee  the  following  letter,  or 
statement  of  views,  which  they  had  prepared  and  which  had  been  subsequently  signed  by 
delegates  from  other  towns  in  the  same  county :  — 

"  To  The  Honbie  Committee  from  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay  now  con- 
vened at  Pittsfleld  — 

Mf.  Chairman,  Sr 
Wc  whose  Names  are  underwriten  indulging  some  Apprehensions  of  the  Importance 
of  Civil  &  religious  Liberty,  the  destructive  Nature  of  Tyranny  &  lawless  power,  &  the 
absolute  necessity  of  legal  Government,  to  prevent  Anarchy  &  Confusion ;  have  taken 
this  method  to  indulge  our  own  Feelings  &  Sentiments  respecting  the  important  matters 
that  have  for  some  Time  been  the  Subject  of  debate  in  this  present  Meeting — Political 
Disquisitions,  if  managed  with  Decency,  Moderation  &  Candor  are  a  good  preservative 
against  Ignorance  &  Servility  &  such  a  state  of  perfect  Quietude  as  would  endanger  the 
Rights  of  Mankind  united  in  the  Bands  of  Society.  We  wish  to  preserve  this  Character 
in  what  we  have  now  to  offer  in  the  Defence  of  our  Constituents  in  opposing,  in  times  past, 
the  executive  Courts  of  Justice  in  this  County. 

We  wish  with  the  least  Delay  to  come  to  the  Merits  of  the  cause,  &  shall  now  proceed 
to  make  those  observations  on  the  Nature  of  Government  which  are  necessary  to  bring 
into  view  the  Apprehensions  we  indulge  respecting  the  present  Condition  of  this  state, 
whether  we  have  a  fundamental  Constitution  or  not;  &  how  far  we  have  Government  duly 
organized  &  how  far  not :  In  free  States  the  people  are  to  be  considered  as  the  fountain  of 
power.  And  the  social  Tie  as  founded  in  Compact.  The  people  at  large  are  endowed 
with  alienable  &  unalienable  Rights.  Those  which  are  unalienable,  are  those  which  belong 
to  Conscience  respecting  the  worship  of  God  &  the  practice  of  the  Christian  Religion,  & 
that  of  being  determined  or  governed  by  the  Majority  in  the  Institution  or  formation  of 
Government.  The  alienable  are  those  which  may  be  delegated  for  the  Common  good, 
or  those  which  are  for  the  common  good  to  be  parted  with.  It  is  of  the  unalienable 
Rights,  particularly  that  of  being  determined  or  governed  by  the  Majority  in  the  Institu- 
tion or  formation  of  Government  of  which  something  further  is  necessary  to  be  considered 
at  this  Time.  That  the  Majority  should  be  governed  by  the  Minority  in  the  first  Institu- 
tion of  Government  is  not  only  contrary  to  the  common  apprehensions  of  Mankind  in 
general,  but  it  contradicts  the  common  Law  of  Justice  &  benevolence. 

Mankind  being  in  a  state  of  nature  equal,  the  larger  Number  (Cisteris  paribus)  is  of 
more  worth  than  the  lesser,  &  the  common  happiness  is  to  be  preferred  to  that  of  Indi- 
viduals. When  Men  form  the  social  Compact,  for  the  Majority  to  consent  to  be  governed 
by  the  Minority  is  down  right  popery  in  politicks,  as  submission  to  him  who  claims  Infal- 
libility, &  of  being  the  only  Judge  of  Right  &  rong,  is  popery  in  Religion.  In  all  free 
Governments  duly  organized  there  is  an  essential  Distinction  to  be  observed  between  the 
fundamental  Constitution,  &  Legislation.  The  fundamental  Constitution  is  the  Basis  & 
ground  work  of  Legislation,  &  asscertains  the  Rights  Franchises,  Immunities  &  Liberties 
of  the  people,  Howr*  &  how  often  officers  Civil  &  military  shall  be  elected  by  the  people, 
&  circumscribing  and  defining  the  powers  of  the  Rulers,  &  so  affoarding  a  sacred  Barrier 
against  Tyranny  &  Despotism.  This  in  antient  &  corrupt  Kingdoms  when  they  have 
woke  out  of  Slavery  to  some  happy  dawnings  of  Liberty,  has  been  called  a  Bill  of  Rights, 
Magna  Charta  &c.  which  must  be  considered  as  imperfect  Emblems  of  the  Securities  of 
the  present  grand  period.  Legislators  stand  on  this  foundation,  &  enact  Laws  agreeably  to 
it.  They  cannot  give  Life  to  the  Constitution  :  it  is  the  approbation  of  the  Majority  of  the 
people  at  large  that  gives  Life  &  being  to  it.  This  is  the  foundation  of  Legislation  that  is 
agreeable  to  true  Liberty,  it  is  above  the  whole  Legislature  of  a  free  state,  it  being  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  the  Legislature  stands.  A  Representative  Body  may  form  but  cannot 
impose  said  Constitution  upon  a  free  people.  The  giving  Existence  to  the  fundamental 
Constitution  of  a  free  state  is  a  Trust  that  cannot  be  delegated.  For  any  rational  person 
to  give  his  vote  for  another  person  to  aid  and  assist  in  forming  said  Constitution  with  a 
view  of  imposing  it  on  the  people  without  reserving  to  himself  a  Right  of  Inspection  Ap- 
probation rejection  or  Amendment,  imports,  if  not  impiety,  yet  real  popery  in  politicks. 
We  could  bring  many  Vouchers  for  this  Doctrine  sufhcient  for  our  present  purpose  is  the 
following  Extract  from  a  Not^d  Writer,  in  answer  to  that  assertion  of  another  respectable 
■writer  that 'The  bare  Idea  of  a  State  without  a  power  somewhere  vested  to  alter  every 
part  of  its  Laws  is  the  height  of  political  Absurdity.' f  He  i-emarks  upon  it,  '  A  position, 
which  I  apprehend,  ought  to  be,  in  some  Measure  limited  &  explained.  For  if  it  refers  to 
those  particular  Regulations,  which  take  place  in  Consequence  of  Immemorial  Custom,  or 
are  enacted  by  positive  Statue,  &  at  the  same  Time,  are  subordinate  to  the  fundamental 
Constitution  from  which  the  Legislature  itself  derives  its  Authority ;  it  is  admitted  to  be 
within  the  power  or  Trust  vested  in  the  Legislature  to  altei'  these,  pro,  Re  nata,  as  the 

*  Bic»  t  Introduction  to  Blackstone's  Conunentaries,  p.  97,  note.  —Ed. 
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good  of  Society  may  require.  But  this  power  or  Authority  of  the  Legislatui'e  to  make 
Alterations  cannot  be  supposed  to  extend  to  the  Infringement  of  those  essentials  Rights  & 
previleges,  which  are  reserved  to  the  Meml)ers  of  a  free  state  at  large,  as  their  undoul)tcd 
Birthright  &  unalienable  property.  I  say,  in  every  free  State  there  are  some  Liberties  & 
previleges,  which  the  Society  has  not  given  out  of  their  own  Hands  to  their  Governors,  not 
even  to  the  Legislature :  &  to  suppose  the  contrary  would  be  the  height  of  political  ab- 
surdity ;  for  it  is  saying  that  a  state  is  free  &  not  free  at  the  same  Time ;  or  which  is 
the  same  thing,  that  its  Members  are  possessed  of  Liberties,  of  all  which  they  may  be 
divested  at  the  will  of  the  Legislature;  that  is,  they  enjoy  them  during  pleasure,  but  can 
claim  no  property  in  them 

In  a  word  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  Government  in  the  general  nature  of  it  is  a 
Trust  in  behalf  of  the  people.  And  there  cannot  be  a  Maxim,  in  my  opinion,  more  ill 
grounded,  than  that  there  must  be  an  arbitrary  power  lodged  somewhere  in  every  Govern- 
ment. If  this  were  true,  the  different  kinds  of  Government  in  the  world  would  be  more 
alike,  &  on  a  level,  than  they  are  generally  supposed  to  be.  In  our  own  Government  in 
particular,  tho'  no  one  thinks  with  more  respect  of  the  powers  which  the  Constitution  hath 
vested  in  every  branch  of  the  Legislature;  yet  I  must  be  excused  in  saying  what  is  strictly 
true,  that  the  whole  Legislature  is  so  far  from  having  an  absolute  power,  that  it  hath  not 
power  in  several  Cases  that  might  be  mentioned.  For  instance,  their  Authority  does  not 
extend  to  making  the  house  of  Commons  perpetual,  or  giving  that  house  a  power  to  till  up 
their  own  vacancies :  the  house  of  Commons  being  the  i-cpresentatives  of  all  the  Commons  of 
England  &  in  that  Capassity  only  a  branch  of  the  Legislature;  &  if  they  concur  in  destroy- 
ing the  foundation  on  which  they  themselves  stand;  &  if  they  annihilate  the  Rights  of 
their  Constituents  &  claim  a  share  in  the  Legislature  upon  any  other  footing  than  that  upon 
which  the  Constitution  hath  given  it  to  them ;  they  subvert  the  very  Trust  under  which 
alone  they  act,  &  thereby  forfeit  all  their  Authority.  In  short  they  cannot  dispence  with 
any  of  those  essential  Rights  of  the  people  which  it  ought  to  be  the  great  object  of  Gov- 
ernment as  it  is  of  our  Constitution  in  particular  to  preserve.' — 

These  reasonings  tend  al)undantly  to  evince,  that  the  whole  Legislature  of  any  state  is 
insufficient  to  give  Life  to  the  fundamental  Constitution  of  such  state,  it  being  the  founda- 
tion on  which  they  themselves  stand  &  from  which  alone  the  Legislature  derives  its 
Authority — 

May  it  be  considered,  farther,  that  to  suppose  the  Representative  Body  capable  of  form- 
ing &  imposing  this  Compact  or  Constitution  without  the  Inspection  &  Approbation  Rejec- 
tion or  Amendment  of  the  people  at  large  would  involve  in  it  the  greatest  Absurdity. 
This  would  make  them  greater  than  the  people  who  send  them,  this  supposes  them  their 
own  Creators, formers  of  the  foundation  upon  which  they  themselves  stand.  This  imports 
uncontroulabie  Dominion  over  their  Constituents  for  what  should  hinder  them  from  mak- 
ing such  a  Constitution  as  invests  them  &  their  successors  in  ofBce  with  unlimited  Author- 
ity, if  it  be  admitted  that  the  Representatives  are  the  people  as  to  forming  &  imposing  the 
fundamental  Constitution  of  the  state  upon  them  without  their  Approbation  &  perhaps  in 
opposition  to  their  united  sense— In  this  the  very  essence  of  true  Liberty  consists,  viz  in 
every  free  state  the  Constitution  is  adopted  by  the  Majority. 

It  is  needful  to  be  observed  that  we  are  not  to  Judge  of  true  Liberty  by  other  Nations 
of  the  Earth,  darkness  has  overspread  the  Earth,  Tyranny  Triumps  thro'  the  wprld.  The 
Day  light  of  Liberty,  only  begins  to  dawn  upon  these  Ends  of  the  Earth.  To  measure 
the  freedom,  the  Rights  &  previleges  lof  the  American  Empire  by  those  enjoyed  by  other 
Nations  would  be  folly 

It  is  now  both  easy  &  natural  to  apply  these  reasonings  to  the  present  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  We  think  it  undeniably  follows  from  the  preceeding  Reasonings  that  the 
Compact  in  this  state  is  not  yet  formed :  when  did  the  Majority  of  the  people  at  large 
assent  to  such  Constitution,  &  what  is  it  ?  if  the  Majority  of  the  people  of  this  state  have 
adopted  any  such  fundamental  Constitution  it  is  unknown  to  us  &  we  shall  submit  to  it 
as  we  always  mean  to  be  governed  by  the  Majority  — 

Nor  will  any  of  those  consequences  follow  on  this  supposition,  that  we  have  no  Law, 
or  that  the  Hon^ie  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  are  Usurpers  &  Tyrants.  Far 
from  it.  We  consider  our  case  as  very  Extraordinary.  We  do  not  consider  this  state  in 
all  Respects  as  in  a  state  of  Nature  tho'  destitute  of  such  fundamental  Constitution. 
When  the  powers  of  Government  were  totally  dissolved  in  this  state,  we  esteemeil  the 
State  Congress  k.s  a  necessary  &  useful  body  of  Men  suited  to  our  Exigencies  &  'suf- 
ficiently authorized  to  levy  Taxes,  raise  an  Army  &  do  what  was  necessary  for  our  com- 
mon defence  &  it  is  S^  in  this  Light  that  we  view  our  present  Honl!j,e  Court  &  for  these 
and  other  reasons  have  inculcated  a  careful  Adherence  to  their  orders.  Time  will  not  per- 
mit to  argue  this  Matter  any  longer,  for  your  Honors  patience  must  have  been  tryed 
already.  These  have  been  some  of  the  reasons  we  have  indulged,  &  Sentiments  we  have 
cultivated  respecting  Constitution,  &  for  these  Reasons  we  have  been  looking  forward 
towards  a  new  Constitution — But  we  must  further  add 

That  a  fear  of  being  finally  deprived  of  a  Constitution  &  of  being  thrown  into  confusion 
&  divisions  l)y  delaying  the  formation  of  a  new  Constitution,  has  caused  our  Constitu- 
ents so  early  &  invariably  to  oppose  the  executive  Courts —  We  have  feared,  we  now 
realize  those  fears,  that  upon  our  submission  we  shall  sink  down  into  a  dead  Calm  & 
never  transmit  to  posterity  a  single  Right  nor  leave  them  the  least  Knowledge  of  so  fair 
an  Inheritance,  as  we  may  now  convey  to  them. — 

We  &  our  Constituents  have  also  indulged  some  fears  respecting  some  of  the  parti- 
cular persons  appointed  for  our  Rulers  least'in  the  future  Execution  of  Law  they  should 
execute  their  own  private  Resentments,  we  are  willing  to  hope  the  best — 

We  have  been  ready  to  consider  some  of  them  as  indulging  an  unnatural  temper  in 
vilifying  &  reproaching  their  own  County  but  we  hope  they  will  do  better  for  the  future, 
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&  that  we  shall  do  better,  &  we  wish  to  give  them  our  confidence. —  We  are  determined 
to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  meekness  forbearance  &  Love  &  to  study  the  Things  that  shall 
make  for  peace  &  order. 

It  has  appeared  to  us  &  those  we  are  appointed  to  represent  that  in  an  early  opposition 
to  the  executive  Courts,  such  opposition  would  become  general  thro'  the  state,  which  in 
our  opinion  would  bring  on  a  new  Constitution  without  Delay.  Our  hope  of  which  is 
now  very  much  weakened,  &  such  are  the  Disscntions  of  this  state  that  we  are  now  ready 
to  fear  we  shall  never  obtain  any  other  than  what  is  called  our  present  Constitution  our 
Apprehensions  of  which  have  been  already  explained — 

It  is  with  Gratitude  we  reflect  on  the  Appointment  of  this  Hon^le  Committee  by  the 
General  Court  for  the  purpose  of  peace  Reconciliation  &  order  thro'  this  County,  &  their 
impartial  &  faithful  Execution  of  their  Commission.  We  are  persuaded  by  the  Temper 
&  Moderation  exhibited  that  they  will  not  cml)ibe  any  prejudices  against  this  County,  by 
what  they  have  seen  &  beared,  &  that  they  will  make  a  Just  Representation  of  our  state 
to  the  General  Court.  — 

To  evince  to  your  Honors  our  Love  of  peace  Reconciliation  &  legal  Government,  &  that 
we  have  been  actuated  not  by  personal  Prejudices  or  Motives  of  Ambition,  notwithstand- 
ing the  powerful  Reasons  we  have  had  for  a  Suspension  of  the  Executive  Courts  we  are 
willing  to  forego  our  own  opinions  &  if  it  shall  be  thought  best  by  our  Constituents  to 
submit  to  the  establishment  of  the  Executive  Courts  in  this  County  — 

Valentine  Rathbun 
Pittsfield       JosiAH  Wright 
James  Noble 

We  the  Subscribers  Delagates  from  the  Several  Towns  in  the  County  of  Berksheir 
Approveing  of  and  consenting  to  the  foregoing  letter  have  hereunto  Set  our  hands 

Town  Hancock         Reuben  Ely  Partridgefield       Ebenk  Peiece 

Asa  Douglas  Dan^l  Kinnb 

New  Providence         Joab  Stafford  Windsor  Arnold  Lewis 

Lanesborough  James  Barker  Washenton  Eusebius  Bushnell 

Jonathan  Smith." — 
Ibid.,  p.  456. 

At  the  next  session  the  committee  made  the  following  report:  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Janrs'the  14t>  1779. 

The  Committe  of  both  houses,  appointed  to  repair  to  Pittsfield,  in  the  County  of  Berk- 
sheir, did  Attend  that  Service  on  the  Seventeenth  Day  of  Nov";  1778,  and  met  the  Dela- 
gates from  Seventeen  Towns  in  said  County  —  your  Committe  after  prod uceing  their 
Commission,  which  was  publickly  read  as  also  the  Returns  from  the  said  Seventeen 
Towns,  Attended  to  the  Greivances  exhibitted  by  each  Delagate,  in  behalf  of  their  Con- 
stituents, and  the  Subject  matter  thereof  largly  debated  on,  your  Committe  collected  the 
sentiments,  of  all  then  present,  Either  by  Signing  the  letter  delivered  to  your  Committe, 
from  the  Delagates  of  the  Town  of  Pittsfeild  (herewith  exhibited)  or  by  Yeas  or  Nays  to 
the  following  Question  in  Substance,  viz'.  Do  you  look  on  the  present  Constitution  as 
valid  and  acknowledge  yourself  holden  to  conform  to  it,  untill  a  new  Constitution  shall 
be  adopted  hy  this  State;  then  present  Theadora  Sedgwick  and  John  Ashley  Esq^s  from 
the  Town  of  Shetteild— Mr  Valentine  Wrathbone  Dea"  Josiah  Wright  and  Cap*.  James 
Noble  from  the  said  Town  of  Pittsfeild.  The  Honb'e  Timothy  Edwards  Esq',  and  Mr 
John  Bacon  from  the  Town  of  Stockbridge — Jahel  Jaqjison  Esqr  from  the  Town  of  Ty'r- 
ringham — Col"  Jonathan  Smith  and  James  Barker  Esq'  from  the  Town  of  Lainsborough 
Cap'  Will™  Walker  from  the  Town  of  Lenox — Col".  David  Rosseter  from  the  Town  of 
Richmont — Dea'}  Dan')  Kcnne  and  M''  Ebcn"".  Peirce  from  the  Town  of  Partridgefeild — 
Capt.  JesseBradley  and  Mr  WiUm  Ingcrsol  from  the  Town  of  Lee — Cap'  Eusebius  Bush- 
nell from  the  Town  of  Washington— Asa  Duglas  Esqr  and  Reuben  Ely  from  the  Town 
of  Hancock — Colo  joal)  Stafford  from  the  Town  of  N^^  Providence — M'  Eleazer  Barrett 
from  the  town  of  Alford—M'' Arnold  Lewis  from  the  Town  of  Winsor.  The  answer  to 
the  above  question  was  Yea  from  all  the  persons  above  named  except  such  as  sign''  Said 
letter.  The  answer  from  M^  Jon?  Nash  from  the  Town  of  G'  Barrington  and  of  M' 
Stephen  Davis  and  M''  Elisha  Baker  from  the  Town  Williamstown  was    Nay. 

Your  Committe  found  that  the  Delagates  from  fourteen  Towns  out  of  Sixteen  (the 
Delegate  from  the  Town  of  N^^  Ashford  being  withdrawn)  were  (under  all  Considera- 
tions) in  favour  of  Submitting  to  the  due  execution  of  the  Common  law  Courts.  The 
Towns  of  N  Malborough,  Sandersfeild,  W  Stockfridge,  Engreeniont,  Beckett,  Loudon  and 
Ashewillett  Equivalent  were  not  Represented  att  the  Convention. 

Further  your  Committe  beg  leave  to  report  it  as  their  Oppinion,  that  if  proper  Civil 
Ofi3ccrs  Should  soon  be  Appointed  in  said  County  of  Berksheir,  that  the  Clamours  about 
Executive  Courts  there,  would  very  soon  subside,  all  which  is  humbly  Submitted. 

SamI'  Niles     Fr  Order."— /6«rf  ,  p.  452. 

This  report  was  immediately  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Sulli- 
van, Sumner  and  Partridge,  of  the  House,  and  Spooner  and  Simpson,  of  the  Council,  who 
were  ordered  to  consider  the  same  and  report. 

On  the  fifth  of  February,  the  following  report  by  the  committee  last  appointed,  was  read 
in  the  Council :  — 

"  The  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  within  report  have 
attended  that  service  and  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  heard  the  members  of  the 
General  Court  who  belong  to  the  County  of  Berkshire  upon  the  subject  and  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  necessary  to  pass  an  act  of  Pardon  &  Indemnification  to  all  Riots  routs  &  all 
assaults  Batteries  False  imprisonment  and  Trespasses  against  the  Person  of  a  Subject 
Committed  and  done  within  the  County  of  Berkshire  before  the  passing  such  Act — aod 
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also  for  suspending  the  right  of  bringing  of  personal  actions  for  Trespasses  against  prop- 
erty in  said  County  A  for  «  certain  and  Limitted  time  or  till  the  Court  shall  otherwise 
order  B  and  tliat  it  is  necessary  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  County  of  Berkshire 
that  there  should  be  Justices  of  the  Inferiour  Court  pf  Common  pleas  there  appointed — 
and  Justices  for  the  Court  of  general  Sessions  of  the'  peace  and  that  they  be  directed  to 
hold  their  Respective  Courts  as  by  Law  appointed— and  further  that  there  be  an  Act 
passed  for  holding  a  Supcriour  Court  of  Judicature  in  said  County  annually,  all  whieJi  is 
Submitted—  Walter  Spooner  by  Order." — Ibid.,  p.  453. 

This  report  was  accepted  by  the  Council,  with  an  amendment  by  which  the  words  from 
A  to  B  were  stricken  out,  and  the  words  "  which  may  have  been  committed  in  consequence 
of  the  order,  resolve  or  vote  either  of  any  legal  town  meeting,  selectmen,  or  committee  of 
inspection,  correspondence,  &c.,  unless  leave  shall  be  first  had  and  obtained  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court"  inserted  in  their  stead. 

The  House  concurred  m  this  vote  of  acceptance,  on  the  6th,  and  a  joint  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Sullivan,  and  Brown  of  Pittsfield,  of  the  House,  and  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  of  the  Council,  was  thereupon  appointed,  "  to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  the  purposes 
therein  mentioned."  On  the  same  day,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in 
the  Council,  but  it  did  not  reach  its  second  reading  iiniil  the  23d,  when  it  was  passed  to  be 
engrossed  and  sent  down  for  concurrence,  and  read  a  first  time  in  the  House.  It  was 
read  a  second  time,  in  the  House,  on  the  24th,  and  a  third  time,  on  the  25th,  when  it  was 
passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  an  amendment  by  which  the  words,  "  at  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,"  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  lines  of  the  third  section,  were 
substiuiied  for  the  words  "  legal  meeting."  The  Council  concurred  in  this  amendiaent, 
on  the  same  day,  and  on  the  26th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches. 

C/icp.  39.  The  act  of  Dec.  7,  1776,  as  has  already  been  observed  in  the  note  to  that 
chapter,*  was  the  last  act  passed  in  Massachusetts  before  the  Constitution  for  the 
emission  of  bills  of  public  credit  except  for  the  purpose  of  exchange  for  bills  previously 
issued,  and  from  that  date  the  policy  of  this  state  to  raise  money  solely  by  loans,  and 
the  revenue,  which  was  mainly  derived  from  direct  taxes,  was  firmly  established.  There- 
fore, not  only  such  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  Jan.  14,  1777,  as  were  designed  to  pre- 
vent counterfeiting  and  depreciation  of  the  Continental  bills,  had  been  anticipated  by  Mas- 
sachusetts in  the  provision  made  for  those  purposes  by  the  act  of  April  13,  1776  (1775-76, 
chapter  18 1),  but  some  others  of  those  resolves,  given  in  full,  below,  were  but  an  invitation 
to  the  state  legislatures  to  apply  the  Massachusetts  policy,  respecting  the  absorption  of 
her  local  paper  currency,  to  the  redemption  and  extinction  of  the  Continental  currency. 
The  resolves  referred  to  are  as  follows : — 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  pass  resolutions 
that  they  will  make  provision  for  drawing  in  and  sinking  their  respective  quotas  of  the 
bills  emitted  by  Congress  at  the  several  periods  fixed,  or  that  shall  be  fixed  by  Congress: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  raise  by  taxation  in 
the  course  of  the  current  year,  and  remit  to  the  treasury,  such  sums  of  money  as  they 
shall  think  will  be  most  proper  in  the  present  situation  of  the  inhabitants;  which  sums 
shall  be  carried  to  their  credit,  and  accounted  for  in  the  settlement  of  their  proportion 
of  the  public  expences  and  debts,  for  which  the  United  States  are  jointly  bound."  — 
Journals  of  Congress:  Jan.  14,  1777. 

The  letter  accompanying  the  copy  of  the  above-named  resolves  sent  to  Massachusetts  is 
as  follows :  — 

"(Circular)  Baltimore  Jan^.  15th  1777. 

Gentlemen— In  Obedience  to  the  Commands  of  Congress,  I  do  myself  the  Honour  of 
transmitting  the  enclosed  Resolves ;  to  which  I  am  to  request  your  Attention,  as  well  as 
your  Compliance  therewith. 

The  Depreciation  of  the  Continental  Currency  having  been  for  some  Time  past  a  most 
growing  Evil,  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  provide  some  Remedy  against  it.  With 
this  View,  and  in  Hopes  of  establishing  the  Credit  of  it,  the  Congress  have  adopted  and 
recommended  to  the  several  States,  such  Measures,  as  if  properly  and  vigorously  ex- 
ecuted, will  most  undoubtedly  be  attended  with  Success. 

I  hope  the  Dispatches,  which  I  forwarded  by  three  Expresses  on  the  25th  &  30th 
Deceiu.  &  lO'h  jany  have  been  duly  recieved. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  very  great  Respect, 
Gentlemen, 

f  Honble  Assembly  of  the  )  Your  most  obed.  hble  Ser. 

(  State  of  Massachussetts  Bay. —  \  John  Hancock    Presidt  "  — 

Mass.  Archives,  vol.  196, />.  134. 

The  advances  already  made  by  Massachusetts  to  the  United  States,  exceeded  the  amount 
of  the  first  instalment  called  for  by  the  above  resolve.  Therefore  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  resolves  and  letter  reported  as  follows :  "**«**■** 
That  the  Recommendations  for  the  several  Legislatures  to  prepai-e  for  sinking  their 
several  Quotas  of  the  Bills  emitted  by  Congress— as  also  to  raise  by  Taxation,  in  the  Course 
of  the  present  year  and  remit  to  the  Treasury  such  Sums  of  Money  as  they  shall  think 
proper  in  the  present  Situation  of  the  Inhabitants,  to  be  carried  to  their  Credit  &  ac- 
counted in  future  Settlement  of  their  Proportions— are  fully  answered  by  this  State,  by 
the  necessary  constant  and  large  Sums  they  are  continually  in  Advance  to  the  Continent 
—and  that  should  the  future  Demands  for  Supplies  on  this  State  in  some  Degree  abate— 
the  first  Payment  into  the  Continental  Treasurv  being  y"  last  Day  of  NoTcinber  1779— 
there  will  be  Time  sutflcient  to  raise  Monies  ifor  th.it  Purpose— and  as,  beside  the  large 

*  See  note  to  1776-77,  chapter  28,  ante. 

t  Vide,  ibid.,  chapter  44.  The  resolve  relating  to  depreciation  is  printed  in  the  supplementary 
note,  1776-77,  p.  725,  a7ite. 
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Sums  this  State  is  now  in  Advance  J;he  People  are  already  taxed  as  heavy  as  their  Cir- 
cumstances will  permit — your  Comittee  are  of  Opinion  there  can  be  no  further  Sums 
required  at  present  of  them—  Tristram  Dalton  ^  Order."  — 

Ibid.,  vol.  137,  p.  126. 

The  Continental  bills  of  credit  continuing  to  depreciate,  Congress  sought  to  remedy  this 
evil,  and  possibly  to  restore  their  value,  by  establishing  a  sinking-fund  for  their  redemp- 
tion; and  as  the  issues  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778,  of  $5,000,000  each,  had  been 
extensively  counterfeited  by  "  our  enemies  at  New  York,"  they  were  ordered  to  be  called 
in  before  June  1st,  1779,  and  destroyed,  as  part  of  the  $15,000,000  of  the  currency,  which 
was  to  constitute  the  first  year's  instalment  of  the  sinking-fund,  under  the  following 
resolve :  — 

"  Whereas  these  United  States,  unprovided  with  revenues  and  not  heretofore  in  a  condi- 
tion to  raise  them,  have  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  repeatedly  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  emitting  bills  of  credit,  for  the  redemption  of  which  the  faith  of  these  United 
States  has  been  solemnly  pledged,  and  the  credit  of  which  their  honour  and  safety,  as  well 
as  justice,  is  highly  concerned  to  support  and  establish ;  and  whereas  to  that  end  it  is 
essentially  necessary  to  ascertain  the  periods  of  their  redemption,  and  seasonably  to  estab- 
lish funds  which  in  due  time,  without  distressing  the  people,  shall  make  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  same :  and  whereas,  in  appointing  the  payments  for  the  sa;d  fund,  it  is 
expedient  that  an  extra  sum  be  called  for  the  current  year,  both  on  account  of  the  present 
ease  of  paying  it  and  to  reduce  the  surplus  in  circulation ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  these  United  States  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  respective  quotas  of 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1779,  and  of  six  millions  of  dollars  annually  for 
eighteen  years  from  and  after  the  year  1779,  as  a  fund  for  sinking  the  emissions  and  loans 
of  these  United  States  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1778,  inclusive."  —  Journals  of  Con- 
gress :  Jan.  2,  1779. 

The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  although  its  members  were  not  generally  convinced 
that  the  above  expedient  of  Congress  would  avail  without  the  aid  of  other  provisions  for 
establishing  the  credit  of  the  Couihieiital  currency,  promptly  took  into  consideration  the 
expediency  of  raising,  by  taxation,  the  sum  of  $2,000,000,  the  "quota"  required  of  this 
state  to  the  first  instalment  of  the  sinking-fund.  On  the  6th  of  January,  which  was  before 
information  had  been  received  of  the  action  of  Congress,  the  Council  had  already  sent  to 
the  House  a  message  containing  the  following  passage :  •'  The  state  of  the  currency  is  such 
as  renders  it  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  atford  Congress  every  assistance  in  our  power 
to  support  the  credit  of  it.  The  only  effectual  method  we  can  at  present  think  of,  is  the 
drawing  of  it  in,  and  sinking  of  it,  by  taxation;  for  the  less  quantity  you  have  in  circula- 
tion, the  more  valuable."  The  message  also  contained  an  earnest  recommendation  for  a 
new  state  valuation,  as  a  basis  for  the  next  tax.  On  the  27th  of  January,  it  was  voted, 
"  by  a  large  majority,"  that  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  this  tax  be  nine  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  and  Messrs.  Sumner,  Cranch,  Sexton,  May  and  Phelps  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this  purpose,  and  "  were  directed  to  insert  therein,  a  clause 
enabling  towns  to  raise  more  than  their  proportion,  if  they  choose  so  to  do;  and  another 
to  ease  such  towns  as  may,  by  the  valuation  now  adjusting,  appear  to  be  overtaxed,  and 
another  directing  constables  and  collectors  to  pay  into  the  treasury  the  same  money  they 
shall  receive  for  taxes."  It  was  then  ordered,  "that  the  taxes  to  be  laid  on  the  several 
towns  be  in  proportion  to  the  last  tax  act," 

On  the  next  day,  the  above-named  committee  was  ordered  "  to  assess  what  is  due 
from  the  several  towns  for  their  representatives'  pay  to  the  last  of  May,  1778;"  audit 
was  also  voted  that  the  tax  as  ordered  to  be  levied  above,  be  for  three  times  the  amount 
(£305,662,  Us.  3d.)  levied  by  the  tax  act  of  1777-78,  chapter  13,  "the  vote  of  yesterday 
notwithstanding."    • 

On  the  29th,  the  committee  was  ordered  "to  bring  in  a  clause  for  allowing,  out  of  the 
sums  to  be  assessed  on  the  respective  towns,  the  bounties  due  to  them  for  engaging  men 
into  the  public  service." 

On  the  first  day  of  February,  Brigadier  Titcomb  was  substituted  on  the  committee,  for 
Mr.  Phelps,  who  was  absent,  and  another  vote  was  passed,  by  42  out  of  82  memi)ers  of 
the  House,  that  the  sum  to  be  levied  by  this  tax,  be  "  four  times  the  sum  assessed  by  the 
last  tax  bill,"*  which  would  make  thetotal  £1,018,875,  7s.  Sd.  On  the  15th,  a  draught  of  a 
tax  bill  was  reported,  and  read  a  first  time,  for  raising  £1,014,422,  7s.  8d.  for  defraying 
the  public  charges,  and  the  further  sum  of  £12,383,  l(3s.  9d.  paid  the  representatives  in 
1778 ;  making  a  total  of  £1,026,803,  4s.  '5d.  An  inspi^ction  of  the  bill  shows  that,  as  orig- 
inally drawn,  the  above  sums  were  £1,018,875,  9s.  Hd.  (or  four  times  the  amount  of  the 
previous  tax)  and  £12,822,  16s.  9d.  respectively,  making  a  total  of  £1,031,693,  4s.  5d. 
The  bill  was  now  recommitted,  and  debated  and  read  again,  on  the  18th,  and  again  recom 
mitted.  It  was  read  a  third  time  on  the  23d,  and  once  more  recommitted.  On  the  same 
day,  after  further  dcl)ate,  it  was  committed  to  Messrs.  Phillilis  of  Andover,  Hosmer, 
Crane,  Locke  and  Thurston;  and  on  the  24th,  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  with  the__  same 
title  under  which  it  was  first  reported,  but  with  an  amendment  by  which  were  inserted  the 
first  proviso  in  section  two,  and  all  after  the  word  "  community  "  in  the  forty-first  line  of 
that  section;  also  the  whole  of  sections  3  and  11,  and  the  first  ten  words  of  section  4.  By 
the  same  amendment,  several  clauses  and  paragraphs  were  stricken  out. 

The  bill  was  now  sent  tq  the  Council,  I'or  concurrence.    On  the  26th,  in  reply  to  a  mes- 
sage from  the  House,  the  Council  informed  the  House  that  the  Board  had  not  passed  upon 
the  bill.    OuAlie  27th,  the  foUuwing  communication  passed  between  the  two  branches:  — 
"  Feb.  27,  1779.    Mr   Partridge  came  up  with  a  Message  from  the  House  to  propose  two 

*  Cliapter  12,  ante. 
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Amendments  in  the  Tax-Bill,  viz'  to  dele  Hoosuck  and  insert  Adams,  and  to  insert  two 
of  the  Boston  News  Papers,  viz'  the  Continental  Journal  and  Boston  Gazette. 

Samuel  Niles  Esq";  went  down  with  a  Message  to  the  House  to  inform  them,  that  the 
Board  asjrced  to  the  foregoing  Proposal  of  the  Honb'e  House." — Council  Records,  vol. 
XXXIX.,  p.  151. 

The  latter  of  these  amendments  had  been  proposed  in  a  resolve,  dated  Oct.  14,  1778, 
probably  reported  by  a  committee  appointed  two  days  previous  "  to  ixvise  that  clause  in 
the  tax  act  which  directs  how  the  unimproved  lands  belonging  to  non-resident  proprietors 
shall  be  sold  in  case  of  f\xilure  of  paying  the  taxes  laid  thereon,  and  report  what  is  proper 
to  l)e  done ; "  and  also  to  consider  the  petition  of  Edward  Green  and  others,  non-resident 
proprietors,  "  setting  forth  the  injurious  operation  of  the  tax  act,"  &c  This  resolve  was 
ordered  to  subside,  and  no  further  action  by  this  committee  has  been  discovered. 

The  resolve  of  Congress,  of  January  2d,  had  been  communicated  in  a  letter,  dated  the 
10th,  from  John  Jay,  President  of  the  Congress.  This  letter  was  brought  down  to  the 
,  House  on  the  26th,  and  on  the  3d  of  February,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Barrel],  Phillips  of  Boston,  Brown  of  Pittsfield,  and  Thurston,  of  the  Housc,"and  Thomas 
Cushing,  Robert  Treat  Paine  and  Oliver  Prescott,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  "to  con- 
sider in  what  way  application  shall  be  made  to  Congress  respecting  the  state  of  the  officers  . 
and  privates  of  the  army,"  and  several  other  matters. 

Tliis  committee  reported  the  draughts  of  two  letters ;  one  to  the  president  of  the  Con- 
gress, and  the  other  to  the  delegates  in  Congress,  from  Massachusetts.  The  purport  of 
botli  of  these  letters,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  can  be 
gathered  from  the  extract  given  in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  2d,  post. 

The  draught  of  these  letters  having  been  brought  down  to  the  House  on  the  11th, 
with  an  amendment  to  one  of  them,  proposed  by  the  Council,  they  were  accepted,  as 
amended,  and  it  was  voted,  in  concurrence,  that  the  president  of  the  Council  sign  them 
"  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  General  Court."  The  amendment  referred  to  provided 
for  striking  out  part  of  the  letter  to  the  delegates,  including  the  following  passage :  — 

"  The  state  of  our  currency  is  truly  alarming.  We  perceive  Congress,  by  their  resohitions 
of  the  2d  of  January  last,  depend  solely  upon  taxation  to  raise  the  value  of  our  paper  cur- 
rency. We  doubt  the  efficacy  of  the  measure.  It  has  been  frequently  and  justly  observed 
that  whenever  the  paper  currency  is  multiplied  beyond  what  was  competent  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  circulating  medium,  it  would  naturally  lower  in  its  value.  Experience  has 
taught  us  the  truth  of  this  observation.  The  question  then  is,  whether  taxation  alone 
will  reduce  the  surplus  in  circulation  so  speedily  as  is  necessary  to  answer  this  valuable 
pnri)ose.  Cannot  some  other  method  be  adopted  by  Congress,  to  cooperate  with  this  of 
taxation,  that  will  speedily  and  effectually  accomplish  this  desirable  end  ?  Is  it  not  well 
worth  the  attention  of  Congress  to  consider  whether  it  will  not  be  expedient,  in  order  to 
reduce  the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation,  ,vJeefZ<7y,  to  borrow  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  of  the  bill-holders  and  give  thein  loan-oifice  certificates,  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent  per  annum,  payable  in  France,  Spain  or  Holland,  of  whom  they  might  borrow  a 
sum  sufficient  punctually  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  sum  they  might  borrow  of  the  bill- 
holders  ?  And  to  induce  either  of  the  Estates  before  mentioned  "to  lend  the  money  wanted, 
they  might  direct  the  several  United  States  to  impose  duties  upon  articles  of  superfluity  to 
such  an  amount,  as,  among  them  all,  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  money 
borrowed  of  the  European  states  above  mentioned,  and  mortgage  the  same  to  them  for 
their  security.  Would  not  such  a  measure  as  this  create  in  the  people  here  and  in  Europe 
such  a  confidence  in  Congress,  as  that  the  American  funds  would  be  held  in  higher  esteem 
than  any  funds  in  Europe,  and  when  they  considered  we  were  a  young  and  growing  people, 
and  that  every  year  rendered  us  more  able  to  pay  the  debts  we  had  contracted,  would  not 
people  be  sollicitous  to  interest  themselves  in  the  American  funds  ?  And  when  once  this 
confidence  in  Congress  took  place,  and  was  firmly  established,  might  not  the  greatest  im- 
provements be  made  from  it  ?  Would  it  not  enable  the  Congress,  in  a  variety  of  ways  that 
might  be  mentioned,  easily  and  advantageously  to  redeem  their  paper  money,  and  without 
public  inconvenience  or  private  distress  "to  cancel  the  whole  of  their  debt,  and  that  at  no 
very  distant  period?  These  observations  you  will,  whenever  the  subject  of  finance  is 
before  them,  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  The  public  safety  requires  that  the 
value  of  our  paper  money  should  be  raised  as  fast  as  possible.  The  faith  of  the  United 
States  has  been  solemnly  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  their  bills  of  credit.  The  presump- 
tion is  that  this  was  to  be  done  within  a  reasonable  time.  The  honor,  the  justice  of  the 
continent  is  concerned  to  do  it  with  all  possii)le  expedition,  and  therefore  every  probable 
method  that  can  be  devised  ought  immediately  to  be  adopted  to  effect  it." 

On  the  9th  of  April,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Vose  and  Barrel!, 
was  appointed  by  the  House,  "to  consider"  the  last  tax  act,  and  report  a  bill  or  resolve 
m:\king  such  explanations  and  amendments  as  they  may  think  necessary."  On  the  Pith, 
this  committee  reported  the  following  resolve:  *  — 

Mass  Bay  [  ^^  ^^^  House  of  Representatives  April,  12, 1779 
Whereas  it  was  intended  by  the  General  Court  at  the  time  of  passing  the  last  act  order- 
ing a  tax  to  l)e  assessed  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State,  that  said  tax  should  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury  in  any  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congress  as  well  those  ordered  by  Congress 
by  their  Resolution  of  the  second  of  January  last  to  be  taken  out  of  «irculation,  as 
others,  and  no  provision  therefor  being  made  in  said  Act.    It  is  therefore 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed  in  the  warrants 
which  he  shall  issue  out  for  the  collecting  said  tax  to  notify  the  Collectors  and  Constables 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XV. 
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respectively  that  any  Bills  of  Credit  which  have  been  emitted  by  order  of  Congress  may 
&  when  tentered  shall  be  taken  by  them  in  discharge  of  any  Taxes  ordered  by  said  Act, 
and  committed  to  them  to  collect," and  when  any  such  Collector  or  Constable  shall  pay 
into  the  Treasury  any  Bills  of  Credit  collected  for  said  tax  among  which  shall  be  any 
bills  of  cither  of  the  Emissions  taken  out  of  circulation  as  aforesaid  he  shall  take  the 
following  Oath.  Viz. 

You  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  that  there  is  not  to  your  knowledge  among  the  Money  by 
you  tentered  a  larger  amount  of  the  Bills  of  Creiit  emitted  on  May  20  1777  or  April  11. 
1778  Then  were  by  you  actually  received  in  payment  of  the  taxes  committed  to  you  to 
collect  of  the  Tax  ordered  by  the  General  Court  at  their  session  in  January  1779 —  So 
help  you  God 

And  when  any  such  Collector  or  Constable  shall  deliver  any  Money  which  he  has  col- 
lected on  said  tax  among  which  are  any  bills  of  said  Emissions  to  be  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, he  shall  send  therewith  a  certificate  of  his  having  taken  the  aforesaid  Oath  before 
soinc  Justice  of  the  peace  &  that  he  has  deliver'd  the  bills  to  a  certain  person  therein 
named  to  diliver  to  the  Treasurer — And  the  Person  therein  named  shall  take  the  follow- 
ing Oath  Viz. 

You  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  Bills  of  credit  now  by  you  produced  are  the 
same  bills  which  you  received  of  C.  D.  Collector,  or  Constable,  (as  the  case  may  be) 
of  and  which  are  referred  to  in  the  Certificate  of  the  oath  by  him  taken  &  now  by 

you  produced    so  help  you  God 

In  which  said  Cases  the  Treasurer  shall  receive  Bills  of  said  emissions  in  discharge  of 
said  Tax  &  not  otherwise 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  Picsolve  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  enable 
the  Treasurer  to  receive  of  any  Constable  or  Collector  or  other  person  in  behalf  of  such 
Constable  or  Collector  any  bills  of  cither  of  the  emissions  ordered  to  be  taken  out  of  cir- 
culation as  aforesaid  in  discharge  of  said  Tax  unless  the  same  shall  be  brought  into  the 
Treasury  on  or  before  the  twenty  eighth  day  of  May  next — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering  SpkL 

In  Council  April  12t.ii  1779     Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Sec.v 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  221, p.  430. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  Messrs.  Durfee,  Paine  and  Itawson  were  appointed  a  committee 
"to  consider  the  situation  of  gentlemen  who  have  brought  money  to  the  treasury  from 
constables  or  collectors  who  have  not  adhered  strictly  to  the  resolve  requiring  an  oath 
respecting  the  emissions  of  May,  1777  and  April,  1778."  On  the  same  day  this  committee 
reported  the  following  resolve  *  which  was  passed  : —  " 

"  In  the  house  of  Representatives  May  27  1779 

Whereas  it  is  represented  that  there" are  divers  Constables  &  Collectors  who  have  sent 
Bills  of  Credit  of  the  Emissions  taken  out  of  Circulation  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  in 
discharge  of  the  Taxes  collected  by  them  for  the  last  Tax  orderd  to  be  assessed  on  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  State,  but  have  not  sent  therewith  a  Certificate  as  directed  by  a  Resolve 
of  tlic  General  Court  of  April  12.  1779  the  same  not  having  come  to  their  knowledge,  for 
want  of  which  the  Treasurer  is  not  authorized  to  receive  them,  whereby  great  damage 
mav  accrue — 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  be  and  he  hereby  is  impower'd 
&  Directed  to  receive  into  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  29")  day  of  May  Current  Bills  of 
Credit  of  the  Emissions  taken  out  of  Circulation  sent  by  Collectors  &  Constables  in  dis- 
charge of  the  Taxes  collected  by  them — provided  the  Persons  bringing  and  offering  the 
game  to  the  Treasurer  do  take  the  following  Oath  viz. 

You  A  B  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  Bills  of  Credit  now  offerd  by  you  are  the  same 

Bills  which  you  received  of  C  D  Constable  or  Collector  of  Taxes  for  the  Town  of 

for  the  present  Year  and  that  he  deliver'd  them  to  you  as  the  Bills  receiv'd  by  him  in  pay- 
ment of  the  Taxes  by  him  collected  on  the  last  Tax  &  to  be  deliverd  by  you  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  State  on  account  of  the  same — So  help  you  God 

Provided  also — That  nothing  in  this  Resolve  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to 
enable  the  Treasurer  to  receive  any  of  the  said  Bills  according  to  this  Resolve  unless  the 
same  shall  be  offer'd  to  him  in  pursuance  thereof  on  or  before  the  said  29yi  Day  of  May — 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk"" 

In  Council  May  28'.  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery  D  Secy 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  26«{^.,  vol.  222,  p.  343. 
"  State  of  Mass*  Bay    In  the  house  of  Representatives  April  1311}  1779.t 

Whereas  this  Court  did  in  their  sessions  sometime  in  September  last  set  off  the  westerly 
part  of  the  town  of  Northampton  in  the  county  of  Hampshire  and  erect  it  into  a  seperate 
and  distinct  town  by  the  name  of  Wcsthampton  And  did  also  in  the  same  sessions  set  off 
Moses  Baitlet  and  others  inhabitants  of  a  place  called  Pogeshole  part  of  the  said  town  of 
Northampton  and  annex  them  to  the  town  of  Southampton 

And  Whereas  this  Court  did  in  their  la^t  session  order  the  sum  of  one  million,  twenty 
seven  thousand  and  six  pounds  four  shillings  and  five  pence  to  be  raised  upon  the  polls 
and  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state,  and  did  apportion  the  same  sum  upon  the  several 
towns  and  districts  thereof  respectively  according  to  the  last  valuation  in  which  the  said 
town  of  Wcsthampton  and  place  called  Pogeshole  is  included  within  the  said  town  of 
Northampton  by  which  means  the  sum  of  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  two 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  four  pence  which  is  apportioned  and  set  upon  the  said  town  of 
Northampton  by  the  same  act  is  the  proportion  which  the  said  "towns  of  Northampton  and 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  \'l T  I.  f  Ibid.,  April  sesBion,  chapter  XXVI. 
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Westbampton,  and  the  said  place  called  Fogeshole  ought  to  pay  of  the  said  sum  of  One 
million,  twenty  seven  thousand  and  six  pounds  four  shillings  &  live  pence 

And  also  whereas  by  the  last  mentioned  act  the  said  town  of  Westbampton  has  not  any 
sum  set  upon  it  as  its  share  or  proportion  of  the  said  tax,  nor  is  there  any  provision  made 
in  the  same  act  to  enable  the  assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Northampton  to  assess  the- 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Westbampton,  or  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  place  called 
Fogeshole  fur  their  parts  and  proportions  respectively  of  the  said  sum  of  live  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  two  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  four  pence  set  upon  the  s<i  town 
of  Northampton,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Westbampton  will  have  no 
public  taxes  to  pay  this  year,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  place  called  Fogeshole 
will  be  liable  to  pay  their  part  of  the  public  tax  with  the  town  of  Southampton  which  will 
be  very  injurious  to  the  said  town  of  Northampton'  for  remedy  whereof  be  it 

Resolved  that  the  s^  assessors  of  the  si  town  of  Northampton  be  and  they  hereby  are 
impowcrod  and  directed  to  assess  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Westbampton  and 
place  called  Foscshole  for  their  respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  said  sum  of  five 
thousand  three  liundred  and  fifty  two  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  four  pence  which  is  now 
set  upon  the  said  town  of  Northampton  only  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  town  of 
Westbampton  and  place  called  Fogeshole  had  not  been  set  off  from  the  said  town  of 
Northampton. 

And  the  Constables  or  Collectors  of  the  said  town  of  Westbampton  are  hereby  im- 
powered  and  directed  to  levy  and  collect  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fcaid  town  of  West- 
bampton and  place  called  Fogeshole  the  several  rates  or  taxes  that  shall  be  committed  to 
them  by  the  said  Assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Northampton  to  collect  agreeable  to  this 
resolve. 

And  be  it  further  resolved  that  the  assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton  be  and 
they  hereby  are  directed  not  to  assess  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  place  called  Foges- 
hole any  sum  whatever  as  their  share  or  proportion  of  the  public  tax  set  upon  the  said 
town  of  Southampton  by  the  last  tax  act. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickerixg  Spk' 

In  Council  April  13'Ji  1779    Read  cS:  Concurred  Johx  Avery  D  Secy  '    - 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  221,  p.  464. 
"State  of  )     To  The  Ilonom-able  The  Council  &  house  of  Representatives 

Massachusetts  Bay     J  "  in  General  Court  assem<' 
Humbly  Sheweth  Solomon  Freeman  at  The  special  instance  &  Request  of  the  Selectmen 
&  others  The  inhabatants  of  the  Town  of  Harwich — 

That  in  The  year  1772  By  an  act  of  the  General  assembly  of  the  massachusetts  Bay 
about  one  Eights  part  of  Said  Town  of  Harwich  was  Set  of  &  annexed  To  the  Town  of 
Eastham  in  Consequence  whereof  a  Comraitte  was  Chosen  By  Each  of  the  aforesaid 
Towns  To  meet  &  Detcrmin  what  part  of  the  Said  Town  of  Harwich's  Then  province 
Tax  the  inhabatants  of  Said  Town  of  Eastham  Should  pay  in  Conseqixence  of  The  afore- 
said part  of  Harwich  Being  Set  of  &.  anexed  To  Eastham  Said  Committees  accordingly 
mett  &  mutually  agreed  That  The  inhabatants  of  East  71  Should  pay  Eight  pounds  14  Vl'i 
of  the  Town  of  Harwich  Then  province  Tax  which  was  about  one  Eighths  part  of  tlie 
Same  which  agreement  was  Consented  To  By  the  inhabatant  of  Each  of  Said  Towns  &  it 
was  found  That  after  Deducting  the  aforesaid  Sum  of  Eight  pounds  14s/l^i  from  The  town 
of  Harwich  and  adding  it  to  the  Town  of  Eastham  Harwich  paid  in  The  next  year  which 
was  one  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  &  Seventy  three  only  Ten  Shillings  &  ll'i  more  for 
their  province  Tax  Than  The  Said  Town  of  Eastham.  did  but  Since  "['he  year  1774  The 
Uitlerrcnce  Between  Said  Towns  is  so  much  Increased  in  their  State  Tax  That  the  Town 
of  Harwich  in  the  two  Last  State  Tax  acts  is  >Sett  one  Hundred  &  Eigthty  one  pounds 
Eight  Shillings  &  4')  higher  Than  the  Town  of  Eastham  and  as  there  hath  Been  no  alter- 
ation By  any  valuation  or  any  other  Legal  authority  which  is  Known  to  your  petitioner 
it  Caused  1  Jreat  unesiness  among  the  inhabatants  of  Said  Town  of  Harwich  they  thinking 
there  is  a  Great  mistake  &  I  Being  Directed  By  Them  To  Lay  the  Same  Before  your 
Honours  yom-  petitioner  Tberefoi'e  Humbly  prays  that  your  Honours  would  be  pleas'}  To 
take  the  above  into  your  Consideration  &  give  Such  order  Thereon  as  Shall  appear  Just  & 
Reasonable  Respecting  the  Same  for  which  your  Fetitiouer  Shall  Ever  pray 

Januy,  y  2.5t>  1779  Solomon  Freeman."  —Mass. 

Files:  House,  no. -^M. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  February  first,  and  committed  to  Messrs. 
Thatcher,  Blaney  and  Frazier,  who  reported  the  following  resolve,  which  appears  not  to 
have  been  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  and  hence  the  figures  in  the  original  bill  inserted 
agreeably  to  this  resolve  ^vere  subsequently  cancelled,  and  the  printed  act  made  to  agree 
with  the  bill  as  thus  altered :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay       In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feby  8  1779 
On  The  petition  of  Solomon  Freeman  Esq^  Setting  forth  that  there  Has  Been  a  mistake 
in  the  Taxes  Set  upon  the  To^vn  of  Harwich  in  The  year  1777 

Resolved  that  there  be  deducted  out  of  the  next  State  Tax  To  be  Set  upon  the  Town  of 
Harwich  the  Sura  of  Ninty  Seven  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  &  threepence— and  that  the 
aforesaid  Sum  of  Ninety  Seven  pounds  fourteen  Shillings  &  threepence  be  Set  to  the 
Town  of  Eastham  in  the" Next  Tax  :  being  the  Sum  The  Town  of  Eastham  ought  to  have 
been  Taxed  in  the  Tax  bill  of  the  year  1777  and  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Committee 
now  forming  a  Tax  act  be  and  hereby  ai-e  Directed  to  govern  themselves  in  Regard  to 
Taxing  the  Town  of  Harwich  and  Eastham  in  the  Same  proportion  as  Said  Towns  Stood 
— in  the  Tax  acts  for  the  years  1774  &  1776 

Read  &  accepted  Attest       Sami-  Freeman  Clerk,"  —  Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  137,  p.  233. 
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The  purpose  of  the  above  resolve  having  failed,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  was  renewed 
in  the  first  session  of  the  next  Assembly,  and  a  concurrent  resolve  passed  thereon  aa 
follows :  — 

"  To  the  Honour'f  the  Council  &  House  of  Representaives  of  the  massachusetts  State 
in  new  England  in  General  Court  assembled — 

Humbly  Sheweth  Solomon  Freeman  Representatives  for  the  Town  of  Harwich  That  in 
Feby.  Last  past  your  petioner  By  a  petition  in  Behalf  of  the  inhabatants  of  the  Town  of 
Harwich  aforesaid  prefer^  to  the  Late  General  Court  in  which  Said  petition  was  Set  forth 
a  Great  mistake  that  had  Been  made  in  Taxing  the  inhabatants  of  the  Said  Town  of  Har- 
wich in  Several  of  the  Late  Tax  acts  which  petition  was  Committed  and  a  Resolve 
Brought  in  and  accepted  in  the  House  of  Representatives  By  which  Resolve  it  apearf 
that  the  Town  of  Harwich  had  paid  a  Sum  of  money  which  the  inhabatants  of  the  Town 
of  Eastham  Should  have  paid  and  in  Said  Resolve  the  Committe  then  mailing  out  a  Tax 
act  was  Directed  to  make  a  Reasonable  alteration  j'our  petitioner  Together  with  the 
member  fi-om  the  town  of  Eastham  went  into  the  Room  where  the  Committee  was  mak- 
ing out  the  Last  Tax  act  and  Caried  Said  Resolve  and  the  alteration  was  made  for  the 
year  one  thousand  Seven  Huncb-ed  and  Seventy  Seven  and  also  in  the  Tax  then  making 
out  and  after  Said  alteration  was  made  the  town  of  Eastham  did  Stand  in  sd  Tax  one 
Hundi-ed  &  Sixty  pounds  three  Shilling  &  2<\  above  Harwich  yet  notwithstanding  when 
the  Last  Tax  act  Came  to  the  Town  of  Harwich  it  apears  That  their  was  again  an  altera- 
tion in  Said  Tax  act  and  the  Town  of  Harwich  Stands  now  in  S<i  Tax  act  Seven  Hundred 
and  twenty  five  pounds  13/4''  higher  than  the  Town  of  Eastham  your  petitioners  therefore 
Huml)ly  prays  that  your  Honours  will  be  pleas'}  to  take  the  above  into  Consideration  and 
Give  Such  order  thereon  as  Shall  apear  to  your  Honours  to  Be  Just  and  Equatable  for 
which  as  in  duty  Bound  Shall  pray  &  :<=. 

may  the  29"»  1779  Solomon  Freeman."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  222,  p.  454. 

«<  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay       In  the  House  o£  Representatives  June  4=h  1779 
On  the  Petition  of  Solomon  Freeman  Esq'  of  Harwich  Setting  forth  that  their  had  Been 
a  Mistake  with  Respect  to  Taxes  Set  on  the  Towns  of  Harwich  &  Eastham  In  the  year 
1777 

Resolved  *  that  the  Sum  of  Ninety  Seven  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  thj-ee  pence  be 
deducted  From  the  Next  Tax  to  be  Set  on  the  Town  of  Harwich— and  that  the  aforesaid 
Sum  be  Set  to  The  town  of  Eastham  in  the  Next  Tax  that  Shall  Be  made 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk' 

In  Council  June  4.'  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Sec-^  — 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  wixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  453. 

"  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay       Framingham  April  y  2d,  1779— 
To  the  General  Court  now  Assembled— 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Select  Men  of  said  Town  Sheweth,— In  the  late  Tax  Bill, 
the  said  Town  is  Fin'd  £G00  and  Curtail'd  £.  180  Bountys  to  which  said  Town  is  entitled 
to.  Agreeable  to  Resolves  of  the  late  General  Court  Bearing  Date  April  y  20th  and  April 
y^  23d  and  June  y  10th  1778— 

Which  Men  said  Town  have  procured  according  to  said  Resolves,  as  will  Appear  by 
Papers  Accompaning  this  Petition—  Which  Grievance  Your  Petitioners  pray  your 
Honors  would  Relieve—  Peter  Parker      |  Select-Men 

Joseph  Nichols    I  For 

Gideon  Haven       |        Framingham."  — 
Sajiuel  Gleeson  J    Ibid.,  vol.  221,  p.  441. 
Of  the  "  papers  accompanying  "  the  above  petition,  the  following  is  all  that  has  been 
discovered :  — 

"  These  may  Certifie ;  That  the  men  whose  Names  are  under  Written  ware  procur,d  in 
Consequence  of  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court,  In  April  last  &  Engaged  for  the  Town  of 
Framingham  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army  agreeable  to  Said  Resolve  before  the  25"' 
Day  of  May  last- 
William  Youns  1  men  enlisted  Joshua  Heraenway      ")  ^.^  imrph 
William  Cock                   into  Col^  Crains   Timothy  Pike               !  ™^P  to  the^ortb 
Guillame  Thepault       '  Regt    at                Aaron  Hill                   f     ^^j^,^°  ^^«  ^"^^'^ 
Fudinando  Rovandie  j  Boston                  Caleb  Stacy                  J 
Joseph  Arno                               Lawson  Buckminster^  Cap'?  of  the  three 
William  Smith             J              John  Gleason               >    Militia  Companys 
Richard  Fisk               )    in  Framingiiam 
Middlesex  ss  Dec^  2\«\  1778. 

Then  Lawson  Buckminster,  John  Gleason  &  Richard  Fisk ;  personally  appearing  made 
Solemn  Oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  Certificate  by  them  Subscribed— 

Before  Josiau  StOne  Ju^    Peace."  —  Ibid.,  p.  ^id. 

This  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  April  10th,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Hutchinson, 
Codding  and  Harrington,  who,  on  the  12th,  reported  the  following  preamble  and  re- 
solve :  t  — 

"In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  12-1779 
Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  tiie  Town  of  Framingham  are  over  Charged  in 
the  last  Tax,  Act  the  Sum  of  £780— by  Reason  that  the  s'}  Town  was  fin'd  the  Sum  of 
£600.  for  Deficience  in  not  raising  Six  men  for  filling  up  the  fifteen  Battallions,  which  men 
ware  actually  raised  by  s''  Town,  &  listed  into  Coll.>  Crains  Reg'".'  at  Boston  whereby  the 
Bd  Town  ware  entitled  to" the  £30  Bounty  by  the  Resolves  of-  this  Court,  which  amounts 
to  £180 :  that  is  not  allow  J  to  s?  Town  in  s'J  Tax  Bill  —  Therefore 

*  Printed  rcBolves,  chapter  XLV.  t  I^'id.,  April  session,  chapter  XXIV. 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws. — 1778-79. 

[KEVOLUTIONAliY   PERIOD  —  ' '  STATE."] 


1039 


Resolved  that  there  be  &  hereby  is  abated  to  the  To  the  Town  of  Framingham  the  Sum 
of  Seven  Hundercd  &  Eighty  Pounds  :  part  of  the  Sum  Total  Ordered  by  the  last  Tax  Bill 
to  be  paid  by  s'}  Town  into  the  Public  Treasury — &  the  Treasiu-er  is  "herey  Ordered  to 
Govern  himself  accordingly        Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering  Spk' 

In  Council  April  13.'  1779     Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery  D  Sec>' 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  liy  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —Ibid.,  p  439. 

"  To  the  Hon.  the  Gen.  Court  of  the  State  of  Massacliusetts  Bay 

The  Petition  of  James  Parker  &  Seth  Newton  Agents  for  the  Town  of  Southboro— 
humbly  Sheweth. 

That  by  a  Resolve  of  Court  passed  April  20.  1778.  Six  men  were  apportioned  to  the 
Town  of  Southboro,  to  Serve  in  the  Continental  Army  for  nine  months  :— That  sd  num- 
ber of  men  were  actually  In  listed  for  Sd  Town  by  the  9tJ»  of  June  last,  and  engaged  to 
Serve  not  only  for  nine  months,  l>ut  also  for  three  years  :  —  That  the  Hon.  Court,  did,  in 
their  last  Tax-Bill,  lay  a  fine  of  £309.  on  Sd  Town  for  neglecting  to  procure  Said  number 
of  men,  which  your  Petitioners  humbly  conceive  was  occasioned  by  an  Irregular,  or  no 
Return  of  Said  men :  And  whereas,  by  an  additional  Resolve,  passed  Oct";  SJ  1778. 
provision  is  made  for  Towns  to  Receive  a  Bounty  of  £30  for  each  man,  ordered,  by  them 
to  Ije  raised,  agreeable  to  Sundry  Resolutions  of  Court:  therefore  your  Petitioners  hum- 
bly pray  that  the  aforementioned  fine  may  be  taken  off,  and  that  the  Sd  Town  may  be 
allowed  the  Bounty  of  £30  per  man,  or  otherwise  Grant  Relief  to  Said  Town,  as  you  in 
your  Wisdom  Shall  think  fit.    And  yom-  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray 

April  21.  1779  James  Parker  )  Agents  for 

Seth  Ne.wton  j  Southboro."  — Ibid., 
vol.T12,'p.VSS. 

Accompanymg  the  above  petition  were  the  following  receipts  and  returns  of  enlist- 
ments :  — 
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"  The  following  Return  is  a  true  Tleturn  of  Six  men  hired  into  the  Continental  Service 
agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Asseinhly  of  this  State  a.  d.  1778.  apportioning  Said 
Number  to  the  Town  of  Southboro  to  Serve  the  Term  of  nine  months,  which  men  were 
also  Engaged  to  Serve  the  Term  of  three  years  for  the  SaidTovra  all  which  I  Declare  to  be 
true  upon  the  Honour  of  a  Soldier, without  fraud  or  Deceit. 


Mens  Names  En- 
gaged in  the 
Service. 


The  Town 
they  be- 
long to 


The  Town 
for  which 
they  In- 
listed 


The  Capts 

name  under 

whom  they 

Inlisted 


The  Colo   un- 
der whom  they 
Serve 


The  Term 
for  which 
they  En- 
gaged 


John  West 
Willm  Cougton 
Edward  Burke 
John  Stephens  Lewes 
John  Pomroy  . 
Zebelun  Newell 


a  Foreigner 

Ditto 

Boston 

France 

Pernobscott 

Ditto 


Southboro. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Capt  Horton 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Capt  Perkins 

Ditto 


Col.  John  Crane 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


three  years 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Southboro—  April  20  1779  Seth  Newton  Cap'  "  —  Ibid.,  p.  109. 

"April  20  1778  Southboro' Quota  6  and  they  Raised  them  by  June  y«  9  as  by  Rciept.  " 
—  Ibid.,p.\Q&^. 

"  Boston  May  29">  1778 

I  this  Day  Recvied  of  the  town  of  Southbrey  By  the  hands  Lieu'  Smith  the  Sum  of 
three  hundred  Pounds  L  Money,  for  a  towns  Bouutey  for  John  West  William  Couglen 
Edward  Burk  &  John  Lewes  Stevens,  Inlested  Siolders  In  Col'-'  John  Cranes  Rig' 

In  Cap'  Hortens  Conip:  >'  of  artillery  Said  Siolder  have  Inlested  for  the  tarme  of  three 
years  &.  have  Ben  Duley  musterd  &  Sworne  and  are  Returnd  for  to  Doe  Dutey  for  the 
town  of  Southborough  In  the  Contentel  Armey  for  the  tarme  of  tJiree  years  as  Parte  of 
their  Quota —  Zaccheus  Dunnell  L'."  —  Ibid.,  p.  106. 

"  Boston  June  the  9  1778 

I  this  Day  Recvid  By  the  hands  of  Lievt  Smith  the  Sum  of  two  Hundred  Pounds  Loful 
money  for  a  towns  Eountey  for  John  Pomroy  &  Zc  blon  Newell  Inlested  Solders  In  Cap' 
Perkens  Compenj'  In  Col"  John  Cranes  Rig',  of  artillery. 

Said  Solders  have  Inlested  for  the  tarme  of  three  Years  In  the  Contnentel  armey  & 
are  Duley  mosterd  &  Sworne  and  are  Returnd  for  to  Doe  Dutey  for  the  town  of  Southbery 
In  the  Contnentel  armey  for  the  a  Bove-menchend  time    as  wetens  my  hand 

Zaccheus  Dunnell   Lievt  of  artillery." — Ibid.,  p.  107. 

This  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  on  the  'i.Sd  of  April,  and  committed  to  Messrs. 
Hawes,  Fessenden  and  Curtis,  who,  on  the  next  day,  reported  the  following  resolve :  *  — 
"State  of  [Massafjchusetts  [Bayf] 

[In  thef]  House  of  Representatives  April  '24  1779  [Whei^-Jeas  it  appears  to  this  Court 
that  the  Town  [of  Souttjhborough  are  Overcharged  in  the  last  Tax  Act  [the  Sfjum 
of  £780— by  Reason  that  the  S?  Town  [was+]  fined  the  Sum  of  Six  Hundred  pounds  for 
[defifjciancy  in  not  Raising  Six  men  for  tilling  [up  t+]he  fifteen  Battallions,  which  men 
ware  [actufjally  raised  by  S'J  Town  &  listed  mto  Collj  [Cranefjs  Reg™'  at  Boston; 
whereby  the  S^  ToAvn  [werefl  entitled  to  the  Thirty  pounds  liounty  by  [thef]  Resolves  of 
this  Com-t,  which  amounts  to  [onef]  Hundred  &  Eighty  pounds  that  is  not  [ailowefjd 
toSd  Town  in  S^  Tax-Bill     [Therefot]re 

Resolved  that  there  be  &  hereby  is  [abat]ed  to  the  To^vn  of  Southborough  [thef]  Sum 
of  Seven  Hundred  &  Eighty  pounds  [jiarf-Jt  of  the  Sum  Total  Ordred  by  the  last  [Taxf] 
Bill  to  be  paid  by  Said  To\\n  into  [thef]  public  Treasur«y,  &  the  Treasurer  [isf]  hereby 
Ordered  to  Govern  himself  [accot-]rdingly 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickeking    Spk"" 

[It]n  Council  [Apt] ril  24.1779    Read  [&t]  Concm-red  John  Avert  D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  105. 

"  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, —     In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  12'ii  1779 — t 

Whereas  it  appears  to  the  Committee,  who  were  Appointed  to  Take  into  Consideration 
the  cases  of  all  Towns,  who  have  been  Fin'd,  That  the  Town  of  Worcester,  has  been  Over- 
charged, in  the  last  Tax —  The  sum  of  three  Hundred  and  Ninety  pounds,  by  reason  of 
s*?  Town,  being  Fin'd  the  sum  of  tlirce  Hundred  pounds,  for  Deficiency,  in  Raising  three 
Men  For  the  Term  of  Nine  months,  to  Compleat  and  till  up  the  tit'teen  i3attalions  Whii'li 
three  Men  were  Actually  raised  by  sd  Town,  wherel)y  si  Town  was  Intitled  to  the  Thirty 
pounds  Bounty,  by  the  Resolve  of  this  Court  Which  amounts  to  Ninety  pounds,  which 
is  not  allow'd  to  the  Town  in  si  Tax. 

Tlierefore  Resolv'd — That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be,  and  Is  hereby  directed  to  pay 
out  of  the  Publick  Treasury  to  the  Town  of  Worcester,  the  sinn  of  three  Hundred  & 
ninety  pounds  Which  sum  they  were,  overcharged  with  in  the  last  Tax  — 

And  whereas  it  appears,  that  the  Town  of  Ward,  has  retm'n'd  two  Men  Belonging  to 
the  Town  of  Worcester  — 

Therefore  Resolv'd — That  the  Town  of  Ward  be  notafied  of  the  above  Resolve,  by  the 
Clark  of  The  Town  of  Worcester,  and  be  directed  to  apper  on  the  second  Wednesday  Of 


*  Printed  resolves,  chnptrr  LXXX.  I  ManiiHcript  mutilated. 

X  Printed  n  solves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  CIX. 
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tlio  next  scting  of  this  Court,  and  shew  the  reason  (if  any  they  Have)  why  they  sliould 
not  be  fln'd,  for  the  deficiency  of  these  two  Men— Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

Joux   Hancock   Spk"" 
In  Council  June  12tii  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert   D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  223,  ;>.  107. 
On  the  7th  of  June,  1779,  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Nash,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Great 
Barrington,  prayintt  that  a  fine  laid  on  that  town  may  be  remitted,  was  read  in  the  House, 
and  committed  to  Messrs.  Reed,  Newton  and  Mattoon,  "  who  were  directed  to  consider  the 
case  of  all  towns  who  have  been  fined  and  appear  to  have  raised  their  men."  The  peti- 
tioner seems  to  have  had  leave  to  withdi-aw  this  petition  on  the  22d,  and  the  next  day  he 
presented  the  following  petition  in  the  House,  which  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Cushing, 
13ayley  and  Ammidown :  — 

^    ^  "  June  22d  AD  1779 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay 

The  I'etition  of  Jonathan  Nash  of  Great  Barrington  in  the  County  Of  Berkshu'C  in  Said 
State  Humbly  Sheweth  that  By  a  Resolve  of  The  General  Court  Passed  April  20"'  1778 
Were  Directed  to  Raise  By  Draft  or  otherways  Six  Men  to  Reinforce  the  Contenental 
Army  of  Which  five  of  Said  Men  Were  Raised  and  there  Being  a  Deficiency  Of  one  Man 
Said  Town  was  fine'd  one  Iluneh-ed  Pounds  though  Since  the  Number  of  the  Male  Inhabi- 
tants from  Sixteen  years  old  ck  upward  was  Rcturn'd  into  The  Secretaries  Oflice  Thhty 
Six  Polls  was  taken  otf  of  Sd  Town  Of  Great  Barrington  &  Set  to  the  Town  of  Lee  \vhich 
your  Petitioner  Can  Aliundantly  make  to  Appear  and  As  Sd  Men  were  Apportioned  On  the 
Several  Towns  According  to  the  Seventh  Part  of  Sd  male  Inhabitants  before  the  Sd  thirty 
Six  I'olls  were  Set  off  to  the  Town  of  Lee  the  five  Men  Raised  by  Sd  Town  your  Petitioner 
is  Confident  Is  a  full  Proportion  of  Sd  Towns  Seventh  Part  And  your  Petitioner  Praya 
your  Honours  to  take  the  Case  into  your  wise  Consideration  And  Releive  Sd  Town  of  the 
Sd  fine  or  otherwise  order  as  you  in  your  Wisdom  May  See  Just  and  yom-  Petitioner  as  iu 
Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray  Joxi,  'N\su."  — Ibid.,  p.  276. 

This  committee  forthwith  reported  the  following  resolve :  *  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  23''  1779 
On  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Nash  of  Great  Barrington  Praying  That  S''  Town  might  Be 
Rclcavd  from  a  Fine  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  for  Reasons  Set  forth  In  Sd  Petition 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  Sd  Petition  be  Granted  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
be  and  He  is  hereby  ordered  And  Directed  to  Pay  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State  the 
Said  Sum  of  one  Hundred  Pounds  to  the  Sd  Town  of  Great  Barrington 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk' 

In  Council  June  23.' 1779    Read  Ss  Concurred  John  Aveey  D  Secy  — 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Couni;iI] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  275. 
The  following  letter  and  return  were  received  May  5th,  by  John  Avery,  the  deputy  sec- 
retary of  state :  — 

"  Sir  We  Find  By  a  Resolve  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  massachusetts  Bay  Passed 
October  the :  3±  1778  Dyrections  for  the  Selectmen  to  make  Return  of  all  those  men  Raised 
in  their  Respective  Towns  To  whom  they  Paid  the  Bounty  of  Fourteen  Pounds  and  Lodg 
the  Same  in  the  Secretarys  olfice  Some  Time  Before  the  Second  Wednesday  of  the  Next 
Session  of  the  general  Court  But  as  said  Resolve  Neaver  Came  to  our  knowledge  Till 
with  in  these  Fu  Days  Last  Past  and  as  their  was  No  Return  maid  By  us  With  in  the  Time 
Limited  By  said  Resolve  we  Conclude  their  hath  Not  Ben  any  Deduction  From  the  State 
tax  Leveled  on  this  Town  as  mentioned  in  a  Resolve  of  the  general  Court  of  Jane  y«  10— 
1778  there  Fore  we  think  it  Propper  at  this  Time  to  Lodg  the  aboue  to  gather  With  the 
Following  Return  in  the  Secretarys  oflice  — 

this  Town  Raised  Four  men  for  the  Rhodeisland  Service  agi-eable  to  sd  Resolve  of  June 
ye  10  —  1778  (viz)  Eben'-  French  Leevi  Butterfield  Eleazer  Fai-ewell  &  Humpphry  Fears  T* 
whom  we  Paid  the  Bounty  of  Fourteen  Pounds  Each 
Dunstable  april  y^  29'h  — 1779  Josiah  Blodget  Jva)  Selectmen  For  the 

Nath^  Holdin  S       year— 1778 

Middlesex  April  y«  30  — 1779  Then  the  With  in  Named  Josiah  Blodgett  Jun>-  and  Nathi. 
Holdin  made  Solemn  oath  that  the  With  in  Return  was  agreable  To  truth     Be  Fore 

Joel  Parkhuhst  Justice  of  Peace."  — /6(V/.,  ;j.  475. 
"  State  of  The        1     To  John  Avery  Esq"-  Debuty  Sacretaiy  of  the  above  Said  State 
Masachusitts  Bay   ]  Agreable  To  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  Passed  October  the 
3  J  1778 
This  Return  we  Present  as  the  Commanding  ofllcers  of  the  Companies  in  Dunstable  of 
the  men  Raised  by  us  agreable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Coui-t  Pase-i  in  April,  20, 1773 
for  Compleeting  this  State  quota  of  the  contenantal  army 
Namely  Asa  Emerson 

Benjamin  Didion 
John  M9  Neal 
Jesse  Rolf 
Enoch  Spaulding 
Dunstable  April  the  301^  1779 

Reuben  Butterfield  Capt  of  the  first  Company  in  S''  To^m 
Temple  Kendall,  Liu*  and  Comandng  officer  of  the  Secodft 
Company  in  Said  Town 
Middlesex  May  3  1779  this  day  the  above  named  Rculien  Butterfield  and  Temple  Ken- 
dall appeared  before  me  and  made  oath  to  the  ti-uth  of  the  above  Return 

John  Tyng  Ju'..  V&cis."  — Ibid., p.  ^77, 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  CLIX. 
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On  the  Mth  of  September  the  following  petition  was  read  in  the  House  and  committed 
to  Messrs.  Miller,  Titcomb  and  White :  — 

"State  of  the         )     To  The  Honorable  The  Council  and  the  Honorable  the  House 
Masachusitts  Bay  j    of  Representitives  in  General  Court  Assembled,  The  Petition 
of  us  the  Subscribers  Select  men  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  for 
and  in  behalf  of  Said  Town,— Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  we  find  in  the  Late  Tax  bill  That  the  Town  of  Dunstable  is  Fined  £300  for  not 
Compleating  their  quota  of  men  Required  by  the  General  Com-t  for  the  Last  Year 
To  Reenforce  the  army,  which  Part  or  quota  that  was  Requu-ed  of  the  above  Sa<i  Town 
we  Expect  was  compleated,  as  will  apear  if  Inquired  into,  whereby  the  above  Said 
Town  is  Greatly  Injured  by  Paying  a  fine  of  Three  Hundred  Pounds  when  they  weir  To 
Receive  a  Bounty,  we  not  having  had  an  oportunity  of  Seeing  the  Late  Resolve  of  tlic 
General  Court  Respecting  the  Returns  of  the  above"  Said  men  till  this  Instent,  whicli 
Retm-ns  as  Required  in  the  above  said  Resolve  is  Now  made — 

Therefore  Your  Petitioners  in  Behalf  of  Said  Town  Humbly  Prayeth  That  your  Honours 
would  take  the  matter  under  yom*  wise  Consideration  and  Grant  us  SuchReleaf  as  you  in 
Your  Great  Wisdome  shall  see  fit,  and  Your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever 
Pray  Josiah  Blodget  Jur  ) 

Dunstable  April  the  30^  1779  E bene"  Bancroft."    j  —  Ibid.,  pA76. 

Anl  tiae  following  resolve*  was  passed  thereon:  — 
"  State  of  the  Massachuttcss  Bay  In  House  of  Representives  Septr  14'?.  1779— 

on  the  Pettion  of  the  Select  Men  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  for  the  Remitance  of  a  Fine 
of  Three  Hundred  pounds  &  that  a  Bounty  of  Ninety  pounds  Be  allowd  for  three  Men 
in  the  Nine  Months  Servis— Agreable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  20  April 
1778 

Resolvd  that  there  be  Allowd  to  the  Town  of  Dunstable  the  Sum  of  three  Hundred  & 
Nienty  Pounds  out  of  there  Next  State  Tax—    Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

John  Hancock  Spk' 

In  Council  Sep.  14.'  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveey  D  Sey 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  474. 
"  To  the  whole  Com-t  — 

The  Petition  of  Jonathan  Whitney,  Agent  for  The  Town  of  Conway,  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire  and  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  Humbly  Sheweth— that  in  Consequence 
of  A  Resolve  Of  the  General  Coiurt  passed  in  April  20l!i  1778— the  said  Town  of  Conway 
were  Requhed  to  raise  six  Men,  as  their  Quota  of  the  Nine  Months  Men  to  serve  in  the 
Continental  Army,  which  Men  were  raised  &  Delivered  to  the  Superintendant  for  said 
County— whereby  said  Town  of  Conway  Was  Intitled  to  a  Bounty  of  Thirty  Pounds  for 
each  Man  so  raisd,  to  be  Deducted  fi-om  their,  then,  nex  State  Tax— but,  by  reason  of 
some  EiTor  in  the  Return  of  said  Men,  the  Town  of  Conway  were  fin'd  the  sum  Of  four 
Hundred  Pounds,  as  beingdeficient,fom- Men,  which  would  have  Compleated  their  Quota — 
Now,  You  Petitioner,  begs  leave  to  Esert  that  the  s^  Men,—'  Viz  '—Samuel  Green,  Moses 
Ellis,  Stephen  Kyes,  Solomon  Bodwell,  William  Dickerman,  &  Ezra  King— were  actually 
heired,  mustered  And  Delivered  to  the  Superintendant,  as  will  appea  by  his  Receipt,  and 
by  Him  marched  to  the  Continental  Army— 

Therefore  Your  Petitioner  prays,  that  the  fine  afores^  of  four  Hundi-ed  pounds,  may  be 
Reimburs'd  to  Your  Petitioner,  for  the  Use  of  s^  Town  of  Conway— And  that  Your 
Honours,  would  Grant  si  Town  the  sum  of  Thhty  poimds  for  each  of  the  four  Men,  they 
were  Fined  for— ^vhich  sum,  the  Committee  of  s'J  Town  pay'd  each  Man  as  a  bounty- 
being  in  whole,  one  Himdi-ed  &  Twenty  pounds— And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray — 

Boston  Sep^i  24*!^  1779—  Jonathan  Whitney." — Ibid.,  vol.  22i,p.  311. 

The  above  petition  was  accompanied  with  the  following  certificates  :  — 

"  Soutli  hadley,  July :  1 :  1778 

Resived  of  the  Committe  of  Conway  as  Nine  Months  Men :  Viz  Samuel  Green,  Moses 
Ellis  Stephen  Keise,  Solomon  Boydwell,  William  Diclvennan  Ezra  King. 

Noah  Goodman  superiatendent."  —  7&i(^., />.  310. 

"  These  may  Certify  That  William  Dickennan  &  Ezra  King  are  retm-n'd  into  the  Secre- 
tary's Office  as  Soldiers  for  9  JSlonths  for  the  Town  of  Conway  in  the  County  of  Ilamp- 
ehire  &  that  Six  Men  was  the  Number  set  upon  said  Town  as  then-  proportion  of  Two 
Thousand  Men  ordered  to  be  raised  by  tlic  General  Court  in  April  1778 — 

Council  Chamber  Doston  April  16th  1779         John  Aveuy  D  Sscy." —Ibid.,  p.  310.^. 

The  resolve  f  passed  on  tlie  petition  is  as  follows :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Ocf?  6  1779. 

On  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Whitney  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Conway  Praying  that  the 
Fine  of  four  hundred  Pounds  laid  on  Said  Town  of  Conway  may  be  taken  ofl"  and  that 
Said  Town  may  be  Allowed  one  hundred  &  twenty  Pounds  as  a  Bounty  paid  to  four-  men 
to  Reinforce  the  Continental  Army  for  the  term  of  nine  months  Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
the  General  Com-t  Passed  April  '20'.'>  1778 — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  tlie  Prayer  of  Said  Petition  be  Granted  and  that  there  ho 
deducted  out  of  the  next  State  Tax  to  be  laid  on  the  said  Town  of  Conway  the  Sum  of 
five  hundred  &  twenty  Pounds  for  the  Reasons  Set  forth  in  said  Petition : — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk 

In  Council  Ocff  6th  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveey  D  Sey 

Consented  to  "—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Coimcil] . —  Ibid.,  p.  309. 

Petitions  from  Conway,  Mancliester  and  Rehoboth,  for 'the  remission  of  fines,  were 
read  April  14th,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Phillips  of  Andover,  Farley  and  Low.  No 
fm-ther  action  upon  the  petition  fi-om  Rehoboth  has  been  discovered,  but  the  above  resolve 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XXI.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  CLXXII. 
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iu  tLic  case  of  Conway  probably  afforded  the  relief  askod  for.  The  petition  iu  this  case 
li ' !  not  licen  discovered.  The  petition  of  Manchester  and  the  resolve  thereon  are  given 
liylow.  A  petition  from  Southwicli  praying  for  relief  fi'om  certain  taxes  was  ordered  to 
Ii3  ;li-imi.;sed  February  14th;  and,  on  a  petition  by  the  selectmen  of  Dartmonth,*  praying 
(Ij:it  th3  losses  of  the  inhabitants,  occasioned  by  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  Sept.  5, 
177  i,  might  l)e  made  up  to  them  by  an  abatement  of  their  taxes,  a  resolve  was  reported 
I'ob.  27,  1779,  granting  the  town  £400,  to  be  apportioned  by  the  selectmen  among  the  suf- 
ferers. This  report  was  ordered  "to  lie  until  the  next  session."  On  the  lirst  day  of 
]\Iar;^h  the  following  resolve  f  was  passed  superseding  the  necessity  of  further  action  on 
the  rojiorted  resolve :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay —       In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  1*'  1779 

Whereas  in  Consequence  of  the  Drepredations  made  by  the  Enemy  on  part  of  the  Town 
of  Dartmouth,  this  Court  have  (in  the  Tax  Act  pas^  the  present  sessions)  omitted  to 
As'jCss  on  si.  Town  the  lines  incurred  b.y  them  to  y«  amount  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  for 
neglecting  to  raise  their  proportion  of  men  for  the  Contl,  Army  for  nine  months  agreeable 
to  a  Uesolve  passd  the  20'ji  of  April  last;  and  it  appearing  Reasonable  that  those  who 
Bu.Tsred  ))y  the  Depredations  afores"!  and  not  the  Town  at  large  should  have  the  Benefit 
of  the  same    Therefore 

Rcooh'i  That  the  Assessors  of  the  st}  Town  of  Dartmouth  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  assess  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  two  Hundred  pounds  on  the  Inhabitants 
of  said  Town  as  tho'  it  had  not  been  omitted  in  said  Tax  Act  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
collected  &  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  s<}  Town  for  the  Use  of  the  SulTerers  aforesaid  to  be 
divided  among  them  in  such  proportion  as  the  Selectmen  of  s'\  Town  shall  judge  to 
1)3  .lust  &  reasonable    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickerixg  Spk' 

In  Council  March  1.'  1779    Read  &  Concm-red  John  Avert  D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  221,  p.  351. 

■'  To  The  Hon'  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembly 

The  Pctetion  of  Benjamin  Holden,  Joseph  Sergant  and  Adonijah  How,  in  behalf  of 
tliemselves  and  the  Other  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Princeton  in  the  County  of  Wor- 
cester   Humbly  Sheweth 

That  the  General  Court  by  their  resolve  of  the  20*>>  April  1778.  made  a  requisition  upon 
the  Inlialiitants  of  the  Town  of  Princeton  aforesaid,  for  four  men  to  Join  the  Continental 
Army  at  Fish  Kill  on  Hudson  River  to  Serve  for  the  Terra  of  Nine  Months  and  by  said 
rcjolve  did  Declair  that  in  case  there  should  be  a  Deficiency  of  the  men  so  required  of 
said  Town-The  said  Town  should  incur  the  Penalty  of  One  hundred  Pounds  for  the  use  of 
the  state  for  each  man  so  Deficeiant;  your  Petitioners  would  Observe  in  behalf  of  the 
said  Town  that  Notwithstanding  their  Utmost  exertions  the  Town  was  not  able  to  percure 
more  tlian  three  men  which  they  did  Percure  and  delivered  them  Over  into  the  hands  of 
tlie  officer  Appointed  to  receive  them,  which  return  was  lodged  in  the  Scccrety  Office  and 
is  now  there  on  file.  Your  Petitioners  find  that  by  the  late  Tax  Act  the  said  Town  of 
Princeton  is  there  Charged  with  Two  fines  of  one  hundred  pounds  each  whereas  in  equity 
and  Justice  it  Ought  to  be  but  one  fine  of  One  hundred  pounds 

Your  Petitioners  Therefore  Humbly  Pray  your  Honours  to  dirict  Henry  Gardner  Esq 
Treasurer  of  this  state  to  reimbust  to  the  said  Town  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  pounds 
which  they  are  wrongfully  fined,  or  Otherwise  relieve  your  Petitioners  as  your  Honours  in 
your  great  Wisdom  shall  see  meet — and  as  in  duty  Bound  shall  ever  Pray 

Benj-^  Holden    ]    Committe 

Princeton  Nov  8  1779  Joseph  Sargent  >  of  Princeton."  — Ibid., 

Adonijah  How   J        vol.  224,  p.  448. 
"  In  the  House  of  Representives  Nov^r  i,5tii  1779  J 

on  the  Petition  of  a  Com'i^e  in  the  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Princeton  Praying  for  an 
allowance  of  Part  of  a  Fine  set  on  said  Town  for  not  Procuring  the  Number  of  men 
set  on  said  Town  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  20' ''  of  April  1778 — 

and  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  said  Town  Was  Fine''  the  Sum  of  £200  for  a 
DilHtiancy  of  two  men  When  they  ought  not  to  have  been  fined  but  for  one 

Therefore  Resolved  The  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  hereby  is  Directed  to  Pay  oat  of 
the  Pul)lick  Treasm-y  of  this  state  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  said  Town  of  Princeton  (for  the 
use  of  said  Town)  the  sum  of  one  Hundred  Pounds  in  full  for  said  one  man  with  the 
addition  of  Thirty  pounds  Bounty  allowd  by  the  state  for  each  Man 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    spk 

In  Council  Nov.  15.'  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  447. 

"To  the  HonourableCouncil  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  now  Seting  at  Boston 

We  your  Humble  Petitioners  Beg  Leave  to  represent  to  your  Honom's  the  True  State  of 
aflairs  Relative  to  the  Town  of  Mm-rayfield's  Raising  their  Quota's  of  Men  in  the  Present 
War,  and  their  Willingness  always  to  obey  all  Orders  and  Resolves  of  the  General  Court 
of  this  State  and  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress  Persuant  to  wliich  in  the  Year 
1777  The  Honourable  General  Court  of  this  State  resolved  that  every  Town  in  this  State 
Should  raise  for  the  Continental  Service  every  Seventh  Man,  which  in  "this  Town  Amounted 
to  fourteen  Men — Accordingly  the  Town  by  a  Large  Hu-e  Emediately  procured  the  Men 
Some  for  Three  Years  and  Some  Engaged  During  the  War;  Soon  after  which  upon  the 
Continental  Armys  not  being  filled  up  There  came  a  Resolve  from  the  Honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress  that  if  any  two  Men  would  Hire  a  Man  for  the  Continental  Service  more 
Than  Their  Proportional  Part  of  Every  Seventh  Man  they  should  be  freed  from  future 
Draughts,  upon  this  Encouragment  from  Congress  that  ^ve  Should  l^e  favoured  in  future 

*  Printed  in  full  in  the  note  to  1777-7S,  chapter  29;  j).  SG2,  ante. 
t  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  session,  chapter  CCLXXII.        %  Ibid.,  chapter  XHI. 
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Draughts  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  in  this  Town  (Though  unable  to  Spare  the  Money) 
Joined  Togeather  and  Hired  five  Men  more  Than  our  Quota  into  the  Continental  Service 
Supposing  they  would  Answer  for  the  Town  when  called  upon  afterwards  Accordingly 
in  the  Year  1778  This  Town  was  Called  upon  by  tbe  Ilouom-able  General  Court  of  this 
State  for  two  Men  to  go  for  Eight  Months,  and  Thi-ee  Men  for  Nine  Months  to  Joine  the 
Continental  Army  in  Order  to  have  it  Compleated ;  the  Town  being  called  togcathor  in 
order  to  get  the  Men  Agreable  to  Orders  fromtlie  General  Court  They  Judging  it  no  ]Nh);e 
than  Reasonable  that  we  Should  have  Some, Allowance  made  us  for  those  Men  that  we  had 
in  the  Continental  Service  more  than  our  Proportion,  and  had  Given  them  a  Large  Hire 
Therefore  relying  on  the  Justice  of  the  Cause  the  Town  Thought  it  no  more  than  Honest 
an  Riglit  Not  to  Draught  any  Men  for  the  Nine  Months  Service  to  Joine  the  Continental 
Army,  but  to  malce  return  of  Thi-ee  of  Those  Men  that  we  had  ah-eady  in  the  Continental 
Service  more  than  our  Quota,  not  Doubting  but  that  the  Honourable  General  Court  would 
as  Soon  as  they  Saw  the  Return  Allow  the  Men  to  Stand  Good  and  Answer  for  the  Town  : 
Though  to  our  Disappointment  we  find  the  Town  of  Murray  field  Fined  Three  Hundred 
Pounds  for  the  Neglect  of  those  Three  Men,  which  we  Viewed  were  in  Actual  Service  for  the 
Town  and  no  other,  and  are  Still  in  the  Service.  Therefore  your  Humble  Petitioners  pray 
that  the  Honourable  Councell  and  House  of  Representatives  would  Take  into  their  Wise 
Consideration  the  Poverty  of  tlie  Town,  the  Services  we  have  done  in  the  War  more  than 
our  I'roportion,  Especially  in  the  Continental  Service  as  we  have  in  a  great  Measure  Ex- 
hausted om-  Selves  of  Money  to  Hire  So  many  Men  into  the  Service.  Therefore  we  pray 
that  Yom-  Honours  would  TaliC  These  Things  into  your  Wise  Consideration  and  be  Pleased 
to  Talie  off  our  Fine  as  Your  Honours  in  your  Wisdom  Shall  Judge  Best,  and  as  in  Duty 
Bound  Your  Petitions    Shall  ever  Pray— 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Select  Men  in  behalf  of  the  Town— 

Mm-rayfield  April  13"'  1779  David  Shbpard  T:i,  Clerk 

of  Murraylield."  —  76«;.,  vol.  225,  p.  82. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay      In  the  house  of  Representatives  Novem'  25.  1779—* 

On  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Murrayfield  praying  for  abatement  of 
a  fine  laid  on  said  town  by  the  tax  bill  in  February  last,  for  being  deficient  in  raising 
two  men  for  nine  months  and  one  for  eight  months— And  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court, 
that  said  town  had  two  men  inlisted  for  three  years  more  than  then:  quota  of  the  seventh 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town 

Resolved  That  the  fine  of  Three  hundred  pounds  laid  on  said  town-be  remitted.  And 
that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasmy  of  this  State  to  the  town  of  Mm-ray- 
field, the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  for  the  fines  above  mentioned— 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  H:axcock    spk 

In  Council  Nov.  25*  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery  D  Secy 

Consented  to  "—  [  Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  81. 

"  To  the  Honourable  theCouncil  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  state  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay —    The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Manchester  — 

Your  Petitioners  l)egg  Leave  humljly  to  Say  —  We  Think  our  selves  hardly  treated  —  in 
having  a  fine  of  two  Hundred  poimds  Requir'd  of  us  —  as  we  take  it —  For  not 
Complying  with  an  order  of  Com-t  upon  April  20  1778 :  by  which  the  Town  was  ordered 
to  Send  Five  men  to  Serve  in  the  Continental  Army  for  Nine  Months. —  For  we  assiu-e 
your  Honours  that  we  took  Unwearied  Pains  in  Endeavours  to  oljtain  the  five ;  But  Yet 
Could  procure  no  more  than  thi-ee.  —  But  though  we  would  have  furnished  the  five,  we 
yet  think  that.  If  other  Towns  had  furnished  the  Seventh  part  of  their  Numbers  —  First 
Called  for,  the  three  we  furnished  would  Have  Ijeen  our  full  Proportion,  for  when  the  Con- 
tinental Army  was  formed,  Twenty  Nine  were  a  Seventh  Part  of  our  Numbers  :  and  that 
Number  we  Compleated  to  a  Man :  and  all  of  them,  Saving  two,  are  still  in  the  Field. 

We  also  think  our  selves  hardly  treated,  in  that  so  Large  a  Proportion  has  been  De- 
manded of  us  by  a  late  act  of  the  Court  —  for  Apportioning  and  Assessing  a  Sum  &  sums 
of  Mony  for  Defraying  publicke  Charges,  and  satisfying  Representatiues  for  the  Ex- 
pences  of  then-  travell.  And  their  attandance  in  the  General  Com-t,  in  the  Year  1778.  For, 
we  bfigg  Leave  to  Certifie  you,  that.  Since  we  Furnished  men  for  the  Continental  Army, 
our  Numbers  have  been  so  Diminished,  by  Deaths  —  Captivities  And  Removals  out  of 
town,  that  we  are  now,  at  Home,  But  about  half  so  many,  as  we  were  then.  —  Benides, 
several  of  those  that  have  left  the  town  were  some  of  our  more  wealthey  memliers  of  so- 
ciety, And  the  Proportion  Demanded  of  us,  according  to  our  Valuation-Return,  is  about 
the  fifteenth  Part  of  the  Interest  of  the  whole  town.  And  oux  Internal  Charges  amount  to 
more  then  our  External.  We  have  great  Numbers  of  Poor  to  relieve,  Tho'  but  a  Small 
town,  yet  we  have  four  Score  widows  in  it,  and  far  more  Fatherless  Children.  Oar  trade 
&  Commerce  is  but  very  inconsiderable.  And  Demands  made  for  the  Necessaries  of  Life, 
of  which  we  are  almost  universally  Purchasers,  are  high  to  astonishment,  and  Contin- 
ually rising.  —  In  short.  There  are  many  among  us,  who,  we  think,  Cant  be  rationally 
thought  aljie,  at  present,  to  Do  any  thing  more  towards  Defraying  publick  Charges.  And 
others  of  us  see  not  how  we  shall  be  able  to  do  more  than  Provide  Necessaries  for  our 
families,  and  relcive  the  Distresses  of  the  poor,  widows  &  fatherless;  if  so  much. 

We  therefore  prav  vour  Honours  will  please  to  take  our  Case  into  Consideration,  and 
take  off  the  tine,  Aiid  abate,  at  Least,  a  part  of  the  Sum  Lately  Requird  of  us  —as  our 
Proportion  for  Defraying  the  Publick  Charges,  ^c.  And  we  shall,  as  in  Duty  bound, 
Ever  Pray  iScc.  — 

P  S    Wo  Begg  Leave  tuadd,  as  a  Fai'ther  Plea,  that  we  have  been,  from  the  First,  Zeal- 
ous in  the  Com'mon  Cause,  and  have  Vigorously  exerted  oiu-  selves  in  endeavours  to  help 
in  the  Deliverance  ofiKi,-  L/mr  Conntry.—       Aauox  Lee  )  A  Committee  of  Tlie 

Manchester  April  rjf'  \'7-)  Ki.kazek  Craft        V  Town  A  fore  Said."— 

.loii.v  Allkx  JinS    J  Ibid.,  vol.  ISo, p.  112. 

*  rrintcd  rosolves,  chapter  LXXIX. 
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"  State  of  }     In  the  House  of  Representatives    Nov  20"'  1779  * 

Massachusetts  Bay.  S 

AVhcreas  it  appears  that  the  town  of  Manchester  is  diminished  hy  one  half  since  they 
furnished  their  proportion  for  the  Continental  Army,  and  that  they  have  suffer'd  in  a  sin- 
palar  manner,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  —  Resolved  tliat  there  1)0  remitted  to 
said  Manchester  tlie  sum  of  Two  hnndi-ed  Pounds, which  was  by  tlie  hist  tax  Act  laid  on 
thcra  for  a  deficiency  of  two  men,  of  the  number  required  i^y  a  Resolve  of  April  20-1778 : 
—  And  Whereas  it  appears  that  said  town  of  Manchester  was  taxed  in  the  last  tax  Act 
the  sum  of  forty  five  pounds,  nineteen  shillings  and  six  pence  for  the  travel  &  Attendance  of 
their  Representative  more  than  M-as  due  from  them  on  that  account  — 

Resolved  that  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Forty  five  pounds  nineteen  shillings  &  six  pence  be 
remitted  to  the  town  Manchester.     Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    spk 

In  Council  Nov.   20'^  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Secy 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  l)y  fifteen  of  the  ("ouncil] .  —  Ibid.,  jy-  114. 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  August  23  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  Council.and  Honi^'e  House  of  Representatives.  Humbly  Sueweth 

The  Select  men  of  Bridgwater.  That  whereas  By  a  Resolve  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court  in  the  month  of  april  A  D.  1778.  for  filling  up  the  Continental  Array,  it  was  therein 
Provided  that  Each  Town  should  I)e  Intitled  to  30.1.  for  every  Effective  Souldier  By  them 
Raised  for  that  Purpose,  and  to  incur  a  Penalty  of  lOOfJ  for  Each  Souldier  Deficient  of 
their  Respective  Quota's  :  Pursuant  to  said  Resolve  the  Town  met  and  made  Choice  of  a 
Committee  to  Procure  by  Hire  the  Quota  assigned  to  said  Town  (Being  28)  upon  such 
Terms  as  they  Could  The  said  Committee  with  the  assistance  of  the  Officers  Procured 
Thirteen  Souldiers  for  nine  months  at  100. £  Each  for  the  purpose  afore  said :  who  were 
all  mustered  and  marched,  also  at  the  same  time  19  more  for  8  months  to  Guard  North 
River,  at  601.  Each,  also  22  for  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  at  14£  Each,  (per  Order)  and 
!')2  men  for  3  weeks  at  Providence  till  the  last  mention'd  Corps  Conld  be  Raised  to  take 
their  Places.  Besides  14  men  who  inlisted  to  serve  at  Boston  with  Capt  Washburne  Your 
Petitioners  Pei'swade  themselves  your  Honours  will  not  Impute  any  Criminal  Neglect  in 
the  Town,  or  Officers,  on  account  of  the  Deficiency  with  Respect  to  the  first  mention'd 
Quota  of  28,  Considering  the  other  Draughts  at  the  same  time,  and  Particularly  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  Time  allotted  by  your  Honors  for  Raising  said  men,  the  allarms  in  the 
state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  at  Dartmouth  (in  which  the  Town  by  its  Vicinity  was  always 
interested )  Employed  their  whole  strength,  so  far  as  to  Rendar  the  Compleating  said 
Quota  Impractical)le.  it  was  with  Concern  your  Petitioners  in  the  following  Tax  found 
The  Town  Credited  only  for  Eleven  of  their  Quota,  since  By  the  Omission  of  the  other 
two  men  who  were  Raised  they  suffer  the  Loss  of  200£  Paid  for  their  Hire,  and  60  1.  Gra- 
tuity from  the  state,  which  they  were  Intitled  to,  Besides  a  Penalty  of  200  more  for  the 
sup])osed  Deficiency  of  those  two  men.  To  this  may  be  added  the  Bounty  Paid  to  22  men 
for  inlisting  to  serve  in  state  of  Rhode  Island,  (above  mention'd)at  14.1. Each  amounting  to 
318£  for  which  the  Town  hath  not  Rece^  any  Credit,  the  Loss  in  the  whole  amounting  to 
76S£.  By  which  your  Petitioners  apprehend  themselves  agrieved  :  They  therefore  Pray 
your  Honours  to  Order  them  Relief  By  an  abatement  out  of  the  Present  Tax  now  Collect- 
ing, Or  otherwise  as  your  Honours  in  yoitr  Wisdom  shall  Judge  most  Expedient,  and 
your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  Pray. 

JosiAH  Richards  ^       Select  men  Bridg- 
NathV^  Edson        S-  water." — Ibid., 

Eleaz'er  Cart       )  j-o/.  225,  p.  211. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  House  of  Representetives  December  3^  1779 1 

on  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Bridgwater  Setting  forth  that  Said 
.own  of  Bridgwater  Raised  two  men  more  than  they  heil  Credet  for  in  the  year  1778  by 
which  means  they  ware  Subjected  to  a  fine  of  two  hundred  pound  and  ware  deprived  of 
the  thirty  pound  Bounty  for  Each  man  promised  to  those  towns  that  Should  Raise  their 
men  agreai)le  to  a  Resolve  of  april  ye  20tii  1778  for  filling  up  tlie  Continantial  army  and 
further  setting  forth  that  they  did  Raise  twenty  two  men  to  Serve  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  agreable  to  a  Resolve  of  June  12th  1773  for  which  men  they  have  not  ben  alowed 
the  £  14  Bounty  agreable  to  the  aijove  sd  Resolve 

theirfore  Resolved  that  their  be  alowed  and  paid  out  of  the  publick  treasury  of  this  State 
to  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Bridgwater  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pound  as  a  Remit- 
tance for  6d  fine  and  the  Sum  of  Sixty  pounds  as  Bounty  for  S<i  two  men  and  a  Sum  of 
three  hundred  and  Eight  pounds  as  Bounty  for  the  above  said  twenty  two  men  agreable 
to  the  above  s<i  Resolves    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  "spk"" 

In  Council  Dec.  3d    1779  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Secy 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council]. — Ibid.,  p.  209. 

Petitions  for  abatement  of  their  proportion  of  this  tax,  or  for  a  remission  of  part  of 
what  should  be  levied  under  this  chapter,  were  presented  for  the  towns  of  Hull,  Hingham 
and  Cohasset,  M'hich  it  was  alleged  had  suffered  great  damage,  the  first  by  the  erection  of 
fortifications  there,  and  the  last  two  liy  the  destruction  of  the  fisheries.  The  prayers  of 
these  petitions,  however,  appear  not  to  have  been  granted. 

Cfiap.  40.    The  following  petition,  together  with  the  accompanying  papers,  hereunder 
printed,  was  read,  in  the  House,  Jan.  28,  1779,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Washburn, 
Smead  and  Stewart,  who,  on  the  next  day,  reported  the  resolve  hereunder  printed  order- 
ing notice  to  be  served  upon  the  inhabitants  and  non-resident  proprietors  :  — 
"  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  &c 
To  the  Honourable  the  Great  and  General  Court,  or  Assembly  of  said  State— 
The  Petition  of  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  settled  on  a  Number  of  Grants  Called  No- 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LV.  t  Il^id.,  chapter  CXXVCU. 
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Town  Adjoining  Ashfleld  on  the  South  Shelburne  on  the  East  Cliarlemont  on  the  North, 
on  the  West  Partly  by  Charlemont  and  Partly  by  Number  Seven  as  will  Appear  on  the 
Plan,  Delivered  herewith  Together  with  a  Numljer  of  Inhabitants  on  the  south  side  of 
Charlemont  Above  Named  in  the  County  of  Hampshire    Humbly  Sheweth 

That  the  Inhabitents  of  No  Town  being  in  a  Non  incorperate  State  are  in  Consequence 
thereof  Destitute  of  Gospel  Ministry  and  Schooling  and  the  means  of  providing  and  mak- 
ing Roads  and  all  Other  Town  Privelidges  and  Labour  under  the  Inconvenance  of  being 
Taxed  to  Sundi-y  Towns,  and  those  of  si  Charlemont  being  at  the  Extreme  part  of  the 
Town  some  of  which  are  aliout  Six  miles  from  s^  Charlemont  Meeting  House,  and  all 
Seperated  from  the  main  body  by  Deerfielcr'River  which  is  very  Diflcult  to  pass  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  and  are  tlierefore  Destitute  of  Preaching  and  schooling  and  other  Town 
Advantages  and  being  Desireous  of  injoying  the  whole  which  Cant  be  unless  are  incorpe- 
rated  into  a  Town,  do  in  Conjunction  Earnestly  Petition  and  Request  that  said  Honom-- 
able  Court  would  IMaturely  Consider  the  Great  Disadvantages  and  Inconveniances  we 
labour  under  in  oirr  Present  situation,  and  also  the  great  advantages  that  ^^■ill  accrue  to 
us  and  tlie  Publick,  by  our  being  Incorperated  into  a  Township  and  if  Consistant  with 
your  wisdom  and  Prudence,  Incorperate  the  Lands  as  Deliniated  in  the  Plan  into  a  Town- 
ship, that  so  we  may  Enjoy  Priveliges  in  Common  with  our  fellow  Creatures  which  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  bringing  forward  the  settling  the  Non  Resident  Lands— as  in  Duty 
Bound  your  Petitioners  shall  Ever  Pray. 
Dec^  11*  AD  1778 

Residing  on  the  Grants 
Philip  Mathewson  Jesse  Edson  Abel  Cooke 

Gardner  Wilder  William  Jones  Nehemiah  Sprague 

Nathan  Cooke  Eli  Fuller  David  M'^Nitt 

JosiAH  Cooke  Juner  Josiah  Drake  Robert  Clark 

Ebenezer  Sprague  Arshilel  Lindset  Peter  Shippe 

IcHABOD  Thomson  Daniel  Bacon  Anthony  Jones 

Oliver  Cooke  Josiah  Cooke  Nathan  Shippe 

Residing  in  Charlemont 
SamJJ-  Taylor  Josiah  Ward  Gershom  Ward 

Elias  Carter  Samuel  Carter  Barzillar  Ellis 

John  Watkins  Elisha  Carter  Zacheus  Robey 

John  Donly  Enos  Taylor  Cherls  Hudson 

Nahum  Ward  LemVK  Taylor  Jedediah  Jones 

Stephen  Keyes  James  Butler  Asa  Carter 

Josiah  Johnson  John  Burns  Oliue  Orms 

William  Dandely 
We  the  Non  Resident  Proprietors  of  the  within  Mentioned  Lands  Desire   that   the 
afore  written  Petition  may  be  Granted  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Ever  Pray 

JoN;5:,  Ward  Jonathan  Ward  Jon£  Sprague 

Cha"rles  Mathewson  Stephen  Allis  Joseph  Washburn 

Oth  Taylor  Gershom  Ward  Ephraim  May." — Mass. 

Ebenezer  Allis  ju?,  John  Heaton  Files:  Bills,  1778-79. 

"  State  of  Massachusets  Bay 
We  the  Subscribers  being  some  of  the  Non  Resident  Propriettors  of  Certain  lands  lying 
in  a  Plantation  called  Notown  and  in  theSouth  part  of  Charlemont  which  lands  are  bounded 
North  on  Deerfield  River  West  pai-tly  on  said  Charlemont  and  partly  on  N^,  Seven,  South 
on  Ashfield  and  East  on  Shelbm-n  &  Said  River  Desire  the  General  Court  of  Said  State  to 
incorporate  the  lands  above  discribed  into  a  Township  as  is  petitioned  for  by  the  Inhabi- 
tants &  Some  of  the  Non  Resident  Propriettors  of  said  lands  as  by  their  petition  Dated 
Dec  11"'  1778  Exhibited  to  said  Court  with  a  plan  of  said  lands  Appears  Reference 
thereto  being  had  Ross  Wtman 

Isaac  Kibbb." — Ibid. 
"  Charlemont  Deem  Uth  1778 
These  Certify  that  Colo  Jonathan  Ward  is  Chosen  an  Agent  to  Prefer  a  Petition  to  the 
General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts  State  to  get  a  Township  Incorperated  including  that 
part  of  Charlemont  Lying  the  South  side  of  Deerfield  River  East  of  No  Seven  and  Cer- 
tain Grants  of  Laud  Called  No  Town,  Bounding  East  on  Shelburne  South  on  Ashfield  North 
on  Charlemont  West  Partly  on  Charlemont  and  Partly  on  N^L,  Seven 

Attest  Jesse  Edson  1     Committee  for  the 

IrM^VvYLo™'""   [   InSaSsof'sSd 
HSJaIter  J    Lands.»-/6.-^. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay       In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan".  29  1779  * 
On  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Plantation  Called  notown  and  that  part  of 
Charlyinont  on  the  South  Side  of  Deerfield  River  ^  East  of  Number  Seven— Resolved 
that  tiie  Petitioners  Notify  the  Inhabitants  of  Charlymont  that  they  may  Shew  cause  if 
Any  they  have,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  Next  Sitting  of  tliis  Court  why  the  prayer 
of  Said  Petition  Should  not  be  grunted  by  Icaveing  a  Coppy  of  then:  Petition  with  this 
Order  thereon  with  the  Town  Clerk  of  Charlymont  at  Least  Twenty  Days  before  Saul 
Sitting  also  that  they  Notify  all  the  Non  resident  Proprietors  of  Said  Lands  by  serving 
some  one  of  them  with  a  copy  of  this  petition  &  order  within  said  term- 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering  Spki 
In  CouncilJany  30M779    Read  &  Concurred                John  Aveey  D  Secy."— /6irf. 

*  Printed  reaolvea,  chapter  OVI. 
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On  tlie  8th  of  April,  the  following  retui-n  having  been  made  of  service  of  notice  under 
the  foregoing  resolve,  the  petition  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Josiah 
Stone,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Sumner  and  Brooks  of  the  House,  "  to  hear  the  parties, 
and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon : "  — 

"  Boston  March  9  :  1779 

Whareas  the  General  Court  (on  the  Petition  of  the  Inhaljitants  of  the  plantation  called 
No  town  and  the  Inhaljitants  of  that  part  of  Charlemont  lying  South  of  Ueerfield  River 
&  East  of  N'_^  7 ,  praying  that  the  Lands  bounded  North  "on  Said  River  West  partly  on 
Said  Charlemont  &  partly  on  Said  N^  7,  South  on  Ashfield  and  Easterly  on  Shelburn 
may  he  incorporated  into  a  Town)  did  on  Jan>'  29  &  30"'  1779  order  that  the  Town  of  said 
Charlemont  and  the  Non  Resident  propriettors  of  the  above  described  Lands  Should  be 
Served  with  a  Coppy  of  said  petition  ^  the  order  of  Court  on  the  same  by  leaving  a  Coppy 
of  said  Petition  &  order  of  said  Court  with  the  Town  Clerk  of  said  Charlemont  and  with  One 
of  the  Non  Resident  propriettors  of  Said  Lands  at  least  twenty  days  before  the  l^t  day  of 
the  next  Siting  of  the  Said  Court  I  do  hereby  Certify  that  I  left  aCoppy  as  directed  with 
Pioss  Wymanand  Read  a  Coppy  of  Said  Petition  to  Isaac  Kihbe  lioth  of  them  being  Non- 
Resident  propriettors  &  sent  a  Coppy  to  Capt  Samuel  Taylor  of  Said  Charlemont  who  (is 
a  man  of  undoulited  Veracity)  &  has  since  told  me  that  he  PLCceived  the  same  and  with 
his  own  hand  delivered  said  Coppy  to  the  Town  Clerk  of  said  Charlemont  as  was  ordered 
&  that  the  Select  Men  of  said  Charlemont  had  inserted  an  article  in  their  Warrant  Issued 
for  calling  their  annual  March  Meeting  for  having  said  Charlemont  act  as  they  thoi  pro- 
per on  said  petition  &c  Attest 

Jon  A  Wabd  }■  Agent  for  the  Petitioners."  —  Ibid. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  the  committee  above  named  reported  "  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion be  granted,  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  incorporating  said  lands  into  a  town," 
which  was  accepted,  and  on  the  10th,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  alirst  time  in  the 
House.  On  the  13th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  con- 
currence, and  there  concurred  in ;  and  on  the  lith,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Within  a  few  days  after  this  chapter  had  been  enacted,  the  Legislature  was  applied  to  by 
Asaph  White,  agent  for  the  town  of  Charlemont,  for  its  repeal.  White's  petition, which 
was  read  in  the  House  April  19,  1779,  has  not  been  found,  but  it  appears  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  was, that  this  act  "may  be  repealed  or  altered."  The  petition  was  imme- 
diately referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Brooks  and  Pynchon,  of  the 
House,  and  Baker,  of  the  Council,  "  to  consider  the  same  and  report  what  may  be  proper 
to  be  done."  On  the  20th,  this  committee  reported  a  resolve  *  ordering  notice  of  the  peti- 
tion to  be  served  on  the  inhabitants  of  Buckland,  to  appear,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  next  session  of  the  General  Coiu-t,  to  show  cause  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not 
be  granted. 

Before  the  suljject  again  came  up  in  the  Assembly  the  Inhabitants  of  Charlemont  met 
and  voted  as  follows  :  — 

"At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  Charlemont  held  at  the 
Meeting  house  in  Said  town  on  thirsday  the  27'.*^  of  May  1779  — 

Voted  that,  that  part  of  the  town  Called  the  hill,  be  set  otf, upon  condition  that  they 
can  have  green  &  Walkers  land  annexed,  and  that  it  remain  upon  the  same  footing  with 
regard  to  M";  Leavitt,  as  the  other  parts  of  the  Town  'till  the  difficulties  that  now  subsist 
between  M"; '  Leavitt  &  the  town,  are  Settled :  the  lines  to  run  As  follows  Viz,  begining 
at  the  north  line  of  the  town  Runing  South,  upon  the  west  line  of  Wilders  range  of 
lots  through  Kinakems  and  Baldins  farms,  thence  runing  East,  taking  in  Asahi.  Thay- 
ers  and  Mr  Leavitts  farms.  From  M";  Leavitts  Southeast  corner,  to  the  top  of  Walnut 
hill,  where  the  town  line  Crosses  it, — 

Voted  that  the  Hill,  Shall  have  their  proportion  of  the  Meeting-house,  and  publick 
lands,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  Lands,  set  off. 

A  true  Copy  Jonathan  Hastings  Clerk,   —  Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  185,  p.  188. 

On  the  3d  of  June  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Artemas  Ward,  of  the  Council,  and 
Messrs.  Hunt  and  Nichols,  of  the  House,  was  appointed  "  to  consider  the  petition  of 
Asaph  White  agent  for  the  town  of  Charlemont,  hear  the  parties  who  are  present,  and  re- 
port what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon."  On  the  4th  another  petition  by  "  the  in- 
habitants of  the  north-east  quarter  of  Charlemont,"  praying  to  be  incorporated  with  the 
lands  described  in  the  petition  and  "  Green  and  Walker's  farm,  into  a  town  by  our- 
selves," was  read  in  the  House  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  and  on  the  same  day, 
by  a  concurrent  vote,  Asaph  White  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  as  agent  for  the 
town  of  Charlemont,  in  accordance  with  the  report  to  that  effect,  of  the  committee  above 
named ;  but  on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  north-east  part  of  the  town  the  com- 
mittee reported  a  recommendation  that  Charlemont  be  not  divided,  but  that  Green  and 
Walker's  Grant  be  annexed,  and  submitted  a  resolve  t  ordering  notice  to  the  proprietors 
of  Green  and  Walker's  Grant ;  to  appear  and  show  cause  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the 
"  next  sitting"  of  the  Assembly. 

At  the  next  session  (Sept  15),  the  above-named  petition  was  read,  in  the  Council,  and 
referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  John  Pitts,  of  that  board,  and  Messrs.  Metcalf 
of  Dedham,  and  Singletary,  of  the  House,  who  were  instructed  "  to  hear  the  parties  who 
are  present,  and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon."  At  the  same  session, 
also,  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  a  "tract  of  land  called  The  Ten  Thousand  Acres, 
alias  Myrifield,  formerly  purchased  of  this  government,"  was  presented  and  referred  to 
a  committee.    These  petitioners  prayed  the  Assembly  to  take  eifectual  measures  for  the 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LVII.  t  Ibid,,  May  Beasion,  chapter  XLI. 
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settlement  of  a  tract  of  land  ("called  Green's  and  Walker's  farms,  lying  contiguous  and 
most  convenient,  and  what  was  proposed  to  make  up  the  township  by  the  Court's  com- 
mittee in  the  time  ot  sale  of  the  said  Ten  Thousand  Acres  ")  "  with  wholesome  inhabi- 
tants," and  to  "  annex  and  incorporate  the  same,  with  the  said  Ten  Thousand  Acres,  into  a 
townsliip,  or  any  such  part  thereof"  as  to  the  Assembly  should  seem  fit.  This  petition 
was  referred,  on  the  8ch  of  September,  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Stickney, 
Perry  and  Gerrish. 

By  this  time,  the  project  of  repealing  this  chapter  seems  to  have  been  wholly  al)an- 
doned,  and  the  Assembly  directed  its  attention  to  the  subject  of  uniting  the  unincorpo- 
rated lands  above  described  with  the  north-easterly  part  of  Charlcmont.  The  committee 
appointed,  as  above,  upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  Charlcmont,  re- 
potcd  favorably  on  the  17th  of  September.  Their  report  was  read  in  the  Council,  and  or- 
dered to  be  sent  down,  but  no  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  thereon  by  the  House 
until  November  20th,  when  the  report  was  committed  to  Messrs.  Grow  and  Sparhawk. 

Asaph  White  now  appeared  as  the  agent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  north-east  part  of 
Charlcmont,  and  presented  a  petition  praying  that  said  inhabitants,  and  tiieir  lands, 
might  be  set  off  from  Charlcmont  and  incorporated,  with  Green  and  Walker's  farm 
into  a  separate  town.  This  petition  was  referred,  November  24th,  to  Messrs.  Choatc, 
Davis  of  Oxford,  and  Thurston.  The  result  of  this  reference  was  a  resolve,*  passed  No- 
vember 26th,  appointing  a  joint  committee  "  to  repair  to  Charlemont  and  view  the  situa- 
tion of  the  same,  and  also  the  farm  adjoining,  abovesaid,  and  also  the  plantation  of  My- 
rifield,  if  the}'  require  it  (who  have  also  petitioned  this  Court  that  all  or  part  of  said  Green 
and  Walker's  farm  with  said  plantation,  may  be  erected  into  a  town)",  andafter  due  notice 
and  hearing  to  report  what  they  think  proper  to  be  done,  "  on  the  third  Wednesdaj'  of  the 
next  sitting  of  this  Court." 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1780,  the  report  of  this  committee  was  read  in  the  Council,  and  an 
order  was  passed  referring  the  consideration  thereof  to  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court. 

The  report  recommended  that  two  tiers  of  lots,  containing  200  rods  in  breadth,  "  lying 
on  the  west  end  of  Green  and  Walker's  land,  be  annexed  unto  the  plantation  called  My- 
rifield  and  incorporated  with  it  into  a  town,"  and  that  the  remainder  of  Green  and  Walk- 
er's Grant"  be  annexed  to  and  incorporated  with  the  north-easterly  part  of  Charlemont," 
according  to  the  bounds  set  forth  in  the  report,  and  that  bills  be  brought  in  accordingly. 
The  committee  expressed  the  opinion  that  such  division  isjust  and  reasonable  and  that 
the  portions  would,  respectively, "  accommodate  a  sufficient  number  of  inhabitants  to  make 
three  good  towns,"  l)ut  considering  the  existing  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Charle- 
mont, that  "  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  divide  the  town,"  as  abovesaid,  for  reasons 
which  they  give  at  length ;  and  to  save  the  town  of  Charlemont  further  expense  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  they  recommended  that  their  report,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  division 
of  that  town,  "  be  kept  upon  the  tiles  of  the  House  until  the  osra,  shall  arrive  when  the 
Honorable  General  Court  shall  see  fit  to  divide  them." 

Chap.  41.  On  the  8th  of  January,  1779,  Judge  Sullivan,  Mr.  Angler  and  Mr.  Gray 
were  appointed  by  the  House,  a  committee  "  to  revise  the  acts  enabling  towns  to  raise 
money  for  carrying  on  the  present  war,  and  report  what  additions,  alterations  or  explana- 
tions are  necessary  to  be  made."  On  the  11th  of  February,  another  committee,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Phillips  of  Andover,  Stickney  and  Sumner,  was  appointed  "to  revise  the  act 
enabling  towns  to  raise  money,  and  report  what  further  power  is  necessary  to  be  given 
them." 

Although  the  duties  required  of  these  committees  are  not  described  in  precisely  the 
same  language,  they  would  seem  to  be  substantially  identical.  No  report  by  either  com- 
mittee has  been  found,  but  the  IMll  of  this  chapter,  which  appears  to  have  been  consider- 
ably altered  and  amended  (probably  in  committee),  and  which  was  read  in  the  House  a 
first  time  on  the  23d  of  February,  is  probably  the  result  of  the  labors  of  one  or  both  of 
these  committees.  This  bill  was  read  a  second  time  on  the  21:th,  and  was  passed  to  be 
engrossed  on  the  25th,  and  on  that  day  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  On  the 
27th,  the  Council  concurred,  but  the  Assembly  was  adjourned  on  the  first  of  March,  after 
the  House  had  voted  to  refer  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  next  session. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  again  resumed,  in  the  House,  and 
it  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches. 

While  the  Inll  of  this  act  was  pending,  a  petition  was  presented  by  Moses  Hayden  and 
thirty-seven  others,  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Conway.  The  original  of  this  petition 
has  not  been  discovered,  but  it  appears  by  the  minutes  of  the  Council  that  it  related  to 
"a  tax  laid  upon  said  town."  This  petition,  which  was  read  in  the  Council  February 
first,  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Nathan  Gushing,  of  the  Council,  and 
Messrs.  Baker  and  Lyman  of  the  House,  who  reported,  February  2d,  by  way  of  resolve,t 
an  order  of  notice  to  the  town  of  Conway  to  appear,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next 
sitting  of  the  General  Court,  to  show  cause  against  the  petition.  On  the  16th  of  April, 
this  committee  reported,  "That  betbre  a  final  determination  is  had  on  the  said  petition, 
and  the  answer  of  the  said  town,  it  is  necessary  that  an  act  should  be  passed  in  aildition 
to,  or  explanation  of,  the  several  acts  for  enabling  towns  to  raise  money  for  carrying  on 
the  present  war."  This  report  was  not  accepted  by  the  Council,  who  ordered  that  tlic 
petition  be  dismissed,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Chap.  42.  On  the  2Jth  of  Janr.ary,  1779,  the  House  appointed  Messrs.  Page,  Crancli, 
Barrel!,  Wales  and  Partridge,  a  committee  "  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  treasury,  to 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LXXXIX.  t  ^bid.,  January  session,  chapter  OXVn. 
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dovisc  means  for  supplying  the  same,  and  report  to  the  House  as  soon  as  may  be."  This 
enmniittce  was  changed  on  the  29th,  by  the  substitution  of  Col.  Hutchinson  for  Mr. 
("ranch,  who  was  excused,  and,  on  the  10th  of  Februarj^  by  the  substitution  of  Mr.  Low- 
ell and  Mr  Phillips  of  Andover,  for  Messrs.  Partridge  and  Hutchinson,  who  were  absent. 
On  the  day  last  named  the  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  recommitted. 
Tlicy  reported  again  on  the  15th,  and  their  report,  which  has  not  been  found,  was  ae- 
reptod.  On  the  8th  of  April,  the  hill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House, 
iind  proceeded  thereafter,  regularly,  to  enactment  six  days  later. 

Chap.  43.  "Apr.  7,  1779.  Mr.  Aver;/,  Deputy-Secretary,  came  into  the  House  with  a 
Message  fi'om  t'e  Honorable  Major  Part  of  the  Council,  which  he  read  and  delivered  to 
ilic  Speaker,  as  follows,  viz. 

State  of  Massachuaetts-Bay .         Council-Chamber.  April  7th,  1779. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  ***** 

And  we  would  submit  it  to  your  Consideration  whether  instead  of  employinr)  the  armed 
Vessels  belonging  to  this  State  in  long  Cruizes  after  Prizes,  it  toould  not  have'  been  vastly 
more  for  the  Advantage  and  Profit  of  this  State  to  have  had  them  improved  in  cruizing 
ii/inn  this  Coast  for  the  Protection  of  onr  Trade  and  the  Defence  of  our  Harbours  upon 
the  Sea  Coasts,  which  have  been  left  in  such  an  unquardsd  and  defenceless  Situation  that 
where  we  have  taken  one  Vessel  from  the  Enemy,  their  small  Privateers  out  of  New- York 
Jitive  taken  ten  from  us  ;  in  short,  they  have  of  late,  from  our  iinguarded  Situation,  been 
emboldened  freely  to  cruize  about  in  our  Bay,  and  have  taken  a  Number  of  our  Vessels  just 
as  they  zcere  entering  into  or  going  out  of  our  Ports. 

This  is  become  a  Matter  of  a  very  serious  Nature  and  demands  your  closest  Attention, 
more  especially  at  this  Time,  for  as  the  Enemy's  Army  is  considerably  diminished,  aiid 
they  are  not  in  Force  to  meet  us  in  the  Field,  it  is  highly  probable  they  loill  exert  every 
Nerve  to  distress  us  by  making  Depredations  upon  our  Trade  and  upon  our  Sea  Coasts. 
*  *  *  *  * 

The  foregoing  Message  was  read  again  with  the  Papers  accompanying  the  same,  and 
committed  for  Consideration  to  Mr.  Loioell,  Mr.  Greenough,  Major  Cross,  Mr.  Crunch 
and  Mr.  Davis  of  Boston."  — Hoiise  Journal,  pp.  165  and  166. 

"  A])r.  9, 1779.  The  Committee  on  the  Message  from  the  Honorable  Council  brought  in 
a  Report  as  follows,  viz.  *  "         *  *  * 

On  the  fourth  Article,  the  Committee  recojnmend  that  for  the  Protection  of  our  Trade 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Harbours  on  the  Sea  Coast,  the  Board  of  War  be  directed  to  pro- 
cure and  ft  out  immediately  two  armed  Vessels  for  that  Purpose,  such  as  may  be  suitable 
therefor. 

***** 

Read  and  the  House  accepted  the  the  same,  excepting  the  fourth  Article,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  recommitted."  —  Ibid.,  p.  169. 

A  farther  report  by  this  committee  was  read  in  the  Honse  on  the  12th,  and  accepted,  and 
Mr.  Gray  brought  in  a  resolve  in  accordance  therewith  bv  order  of  the  House.  This 
resolve  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence,  but  before  any  action  had  been  had 
thereon  by  the  Board,  it  was  recalled  by  a  message  from  the  Hoiise,  who  thereupon  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Gray,  Davis  and  Greenough  a  committee  to  "brhig  in  a  bill  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  make  provision  in  the  bill,  for  a  supply  of  the  treasmy 
therefor."  On  the  next  day  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House, 
and  proceeded  through  the  subsequent  stages  on  the  14th,  16th  and  19th,  when  it  was 
passed  to  be  enacted,  by  both  branches. 

Chap.  44.  "  State  of  the  Massachvsetts  Bay —  To  the  Honovrable  Covncil  and  hovse 
of  Representatives  in  General  Covrt  Asembled 
The  petition  of  the  Congregational  Chvrch  and  Society  in  Warwick  Humbly  Shews — 
That  the  Said  Chvrch  and  Society  Labovr  under  many  Dificultys  by  Reason  that  there 
is  So  many  persons  of  Difirent  Opinions  in  Religion  in  Warwick  and  in  order  that  the  Said 
Chvrch  and  Congregation  might  Not  give  any  oflfince  to  persons  of  other  Denominations 
tlicy  have  formed  themselves  into  a  Society  by  the  Name  of  the  Congregational  Society 
and  have  Svbscrihed  about  one  thovsand  povnd  to  be  Lett  on  Interest  and  Ly  as  a  fvnd  to 
S\iiport  tlie  gospell  in  the  Congregational  way  in  Warwick  forever  And  whereas  the  town 
of  Warwick  at  a  meeting  of  tiie  town  December  the  28-1778  voted  that  the  Income  of  the 
m.nistry  Right  of  Land'in  Warwick  be  added  to  the  Interest  or  Income  of  the  moneys 
Raised  by  the  Congregational  Chvrch  and  Society  in  Warwick  and  the  whole  be  applied  to 
S\'])port  an  orthodox  Congregational  minister  in  the  town  of  war\\ick  forever — 

These  are  therefore  to  pray" this  Honovrable  Covrt  to  take  into  their  wise  Consideration 
the  State  of  Said  Chvrch  and  Congregation,  And  Incorporate  them  into  a  Society  and 
appoint  trvstees  with  power  to  Sell  the  Said  ministry  Right  of  Land  in  Warwick  and  to 
ap;)ly  the  Income  of  the  whole  of  the  moneys  that  the  Said  Right  of  Land  is  or  Shall  be 
Disposed  of  for:  for  the  pvrposes  affore  Said:  and  also  with  power  to  act  and  transact 
all  other  affairs  Necessary  for  the  Regvlar  Svpport  of  the  Gospell  in  the  Congregational 
way  in  Said  Chvrch  and  Societj-  in  Warwick :  Or  other  way  order  as  In  yovr  wisdom 
you  Shall  See  fit  and  as  in  Dvty  Bovnd  Shall  Ever  pray — 
Warwick  Janvary  the  1 — 1779 
Zech.viu.vh  Bakbur  Bexja  Tuel  Medad  Pomerot 

Wiper  Stevens  Noah  Lenard  James  Ball 

John  Whitney  Sami-I'  Williams  Moses  Lenard 

Elijah  Whitney  Dan''  Cook  Samuel  Sharman 

Jonas  Lenard,  DanV   Whitney  Hananiah  Templb 

Samuel  Ball  Jonathan  jioore  Asa  Conant 

Moses  Leonard  Ju^  Nathani-I'  gove  Stevens       Abel  Eddy 
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Fkancis  Lenaed  Nathan  Hastings  John  Melleed 

Nathaniel  Steaens  Chaeles  Woods  Junk  Silas  Town 

Samuel  Weeks  Joseph  mayo  Benja    Baeton 

Ezra  Coxant  Caleb  Mayo  Benjah  Stoakwell 

Benjajiix  Conant  Olivee  Kendrick  Martin  Stevens."  — 

Mass.  Archives,  vol.  221,  p.  483. 

"  this  may  Certify  that  their  is  158  free  holders  ia  Warwick  by  the  Invoice  that  the 
Rates  Was  iaade  by  in  the  year  1778  Thomas  Rich       )  assessors  for  the  year 

JosiAH  PoMEROY  J  1778  in  Warwick."  —  Ibid., 
p.  483^. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  Feb.  22,  1779,  and  committed  to  Messrs, 
Kollock,  Stow  and  Lyman,  who,  on  the  same  day,  reported  a  resolve,*  which  was  passed, 
ordering  notice  to  be  served  on  the  town  of  Warwick,  to  appear  and  show  cause  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court.  With  the  petition  was  filed 
a  copy  of  the  vote"  of  the  town,  dated  Dec.  28,  1778,  for  adding  the  income  of  "  the  min- 
istry right "  to  the  fund  raised  by  the  petitioners. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  the  notice  having  been  served  agreeably  to  order,  the  following 
memorial  (in  two  parts,  each  of  the  same  tenor  but  witli  different  signers)  was  presented, 
asking  for  a  division  of  the  income  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  ministry  lands 
among  such  religious  societies  as  might  thereafter  be  formed  in  Warwick,  the  town  to  hold 
ttie  property  in  trust  for  that  purpose,  paying  the  income  to  the  society  or  societies  actually 
existing  for  the  time  being : 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —  To  the  Honorable  Councel  &  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  Aseniblcd,  a  memorial  of  a  Number  of  the  inhabitents  of  the  town  of 
Warwick  Ilumlily  Sheweth^- 

that  Wheras  a  Number  Vizt  36  of  the  inhabitents  of  the  town  of  War\7ick  have  peti- 
tioned the  general  Court  that  I  he  Right  of  Land  Called  the  minestry  Right  might  bee  Sold 
&the  Whole  of  the  money  ariseing  thereliy  lie  applied  to  the  Use  of  a  Sosciety  Calling 
themselves  the  Congi-cgational  Clnirih  Socfaty  a  (  opy  of  Said  petition  Being  Laid  Before 
the  town  the  Da.y  being  Storaiv  &  many  persons  Not  present  at  the  town  m-eeting  &  many 
not  understanding  the  Vote  When  Called  for  they  Did  not  Vote  an  Objecttion  to  Said  peti- 
tion &  as  their  is  Devitions  amongst  those  of  the  Congragatinal  Denomenation  Respect- 
ing the  Princeples  &  Doctring  of  the  ministers  of  thatl)enomenation  as  well  as  Bajjtist  & 
it  is  Likely  that  if  the  above  Sociaty  Should  Settle  a  minister  that  the  to^vn  or  another 
Congi-egatinal  Sociaty  may  Settle  another  &  perhaps  the  baptist  a  third — &  we  Cannot 
See  Why  one  Sociaty  liath  not  as  good  a  Right  to  part  of  the  money  arising  from  the 
above  Said  Land  as  another  &  as  part  of  the  Land  is  all  Redy  Sold  (ity  the  town)  Some 
years  ago  &  may  be  Sold  again  or  may  be  Ocupyed  by  a  minister  of  any  party — your 
petitioners  pray  therefore  that  the  Sail  of  the  Land,  alredy  Sold  might  be  Establisiied 
by  tlie  Com-t  &  if  the  Court  think  Ijest  to  ordor  the  Sail  of  the  Rest  thai;  the  Whole  or  the 
Income  of  the  money  Lie  for  the  benefitt  of  the  town  for  Ever  &  if  the  aliove  Sociaty 
Should  Settle  a  minister  first  wee  are  Willing  they  Should  have  the  use  of  the  money 
til  another  is  Settled  that  Shall  have  as  Lawful!  a  Right  to  the  money  as  they  &  then 
that  the  money  or  incom  may  be  Devided  according  to  their  Numl^ers  as  We  in  Duty 
bound  Shall  Ever  pray. 

David  Perry  Nathaniel  Rich  Josiah  Pomeeoy 

JosiAH  Rawson  Nicholas  Watts  David  Gale 

Josiah  Rawson  Jun  James  Stockwell  John  Bancroft 

Asa  Lamson  Daniel  Dana  Peter  Ripley 

Joshua  Garfield  Josiah  Cobb  John  Ormsbe 

Joseph  Barbee  Joseph  Goodell  Asahel  Newton 

Amzi  Doolittle  Amzi  Doolittle  Ez:  Conant  Jur 

Samul  Moses  SamJ^J'  How  John  Goldsbury 

John  Bowen  William  Bradley  James  Goldsbuey 

Joseph  Allen  Joseph  Dana  Daniel  Gale 

Thomas  Kilton  Caleb  Rich  Jonathan  Gale 

Nathan  Kilton  Levi  Cheney  Naham  Bancroft 

James  Kilton  Thomas  Rich  Abner  Sherman 

Joseph  Whitney  Benjamin  Simonds  Jacob  Rich 

Joshua  Dean  Benjamin  Simonds  Jun         John  Ramsdel 

Benoni  Hemenway  Samuel  Mellen  Ebenezer  Bancraft 

Abner  Smith  Joseph  Smith  Benja  How 

Ebenezer  Cheney  Richard  weeks  Seth  Peck 

Jami:s  Mills."  —  Ibid.,  pp.  487  and  488. 
The  petitioners,  to  meet  the  objections  of  the  above  memorialists,  filed  the  following 
copy,  certificate  and  list  of  signers  in  aid  of  the  petition :  — 

"  Att  a  ToA^Ti  Meeting  Regularly  Assembled  December  y«  28'i»  1778  the  7'^  Article 
Passd  at  Said  IMeetiiig. — 

Voted  that  the  Income  of  the  Ministry  Pvight  of  Land  in  Warwick  be  aded  to  the  In- 
terest or  Income  of  the  monies  Raised  by  the  Congregational  Church  or  Society  in  War- 
wick and  the  whole  be  applied  to  Support  an  Orthodox  Congregational  Minister  in  the 
Town  of  Warwick  forever. — 
Att  a  Town  Meeting  Regularly  Assembled  January  ye  25"'  1779 

The  Question  proposed  whitlier  the  Town  will  Resind  the  above  Mentioned  7'.';  Articlo 
passd  at  the  above  said  Meeting  which  Passd  in  the  Negative. 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  session,  chapter  COXVL 
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Att  a  Town  Mectin;?  Eeg'ularly  Assembled  March  y"  22?.  1779 

Proposed  wliither  the  Town  Does  make  any  objection  against  the  Petition  of  the  Congre- 
{,rationa]  Society  \vhy  the  Prayer  thereof  may  not  be  granted  and  passd  in  the  Negative. — 
true  Copyes        Attest 
Warwick  April  y '  6'.i>  1779.  Ez  :  Conant  Juk  T  :  Clerk."  —  Ibid.,  p.  484. 

"  Warwick  the  lO'h  of  April  1779 
These  may  Cartify  that  att  our  Anual  Meeting  which  was  on  the  22'' of  March  Lastthare 
was  in  our  town  warrant  the  following  Article  V«  to  see  if  the  town  Had  Any  Objections 
to  make  Why  the  Prayer  of  A  Petition  from  the  Church  &  Congregational  Society  in 
Warwick  to  the  Great  and  General  Court  Should  Not  Begranted 

the  s''  221  of  March  was  A  Stormy  Day,  Notwithstanding  Om-  meeting  was  General  and 
much  fuller  than  Sura  Persons  Have  Piepresented  it  to  be,  I  am  Perswaded  By  the  Number 
of  Votes  Brought  in  s''  Day  that  more  than  three  quarters  of  the  Voters  attended  S^ 
Meeting 

the  Above  Ai-ticle  was  one  of  the  Last  in  the  to\\Ti  warrant  But  att  the  Desire  of  Sum 
Persons  it  was  Brought  forward  and  Acted  upon  when  the  meeting  was  att  the  fullest,  and 
att  such  A  time  it  was,  That  I  Put  the  ciuestiou  to  the  town  to  Know  if  they  Had  Objections 
to  make  vrhy  the  Prayer  of  s*}  Petition  should  not  Be  granted    ■ 

The  question  was  Put  with  as  much  deliberation  as  I  could  Put  it — I  anr>  thonghtfull  no 
Person  Could  Pe  within  the  walls  of  the  House  But  what  must  hear  and  understand  the 
(Juestion    tlieir  Did  not  Appear  to  me  to  l)e  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  People  Disposed 
to  Make  Objections  to  s''  Petitions  Ijeing  granted  in  full 
the  Above  is  a  trne  State  of  the  matter     I  Cartify  it  upon  the  Honor  of  A  Gentleman 
Samuel  Williams  Moderater  of  s'' meeting."  —  Ibid.,p.^Sb. 
"  We  Whose  Names  are  under  writen  Do  belong  to  the  Congregational  Society  in  war- 
wick  and  Desire  to  be  Incorporated  with  Said  Society— 

Jonathan  ^Vrtherton  Mark  More  Ephraim  Town 

Moses  Lenard  Oliver  Kixdrick  Eleazer  Wheelock 

Joseph  Dinsmore  Elijah  Kixdrick  Bexaiah  Stockwell 

Daniel  Cook  Benjajiin  Tvel  Samvel  town 

Bele  Orcutt  John  Kixdrick  peter  Dalva 

JoHx  Ball  Bartholomew  Kixdrick       Jacob  White 

Daniel  Whitney  Abrah.oi  Barns  Benjamin  Mayo 

Thomas  gould  Samvel  Bowman  Francis  Woods 

Charles  Wood  sexk  Nathaniel  Stevens  Ebexezer  Stearxs 

JoxAS  Ball  Abraham  Stevens  Abxer  Whitney 

Peter  Procter  John  White  Moses  Cheeney 

CiiAiiLs  Woods  John  Whitney  Amos  Woodard 

Nathan  Goddard  Simeon  Rice  Edward  Ward  . 

Nathan  Goddard  Jun"*         Edmoxd  Rice  Ebexezer  Goddard 

David  Goddard  John  Leonard  Ebexezer  Fosgitt 

othniel  Day  Asa  Barton  Samvel  Duncan."  — 

Ihld.,  p.  490. 

The  jietition  was  referred,  on  the  same  day,  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Josiah 
Stone,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Stow,  and  Bro^vn  of  Framingham,  of  the  House,  "  to 
hear  the  parties  and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon."  On  the  15th  the  com- 
mittee reported,— 

"  That  lieve  be  given  to  Bring  in  a  Bill  Impowering  s<i  Town  to  make  Sail  of  the  Lands 
mentioned  in  their  Said  petio!'.  for  the  pxu-poses  of  Supporting  the  Gospel,  &  Incorporating 
tliem  into  a  Society  as  in  s'?  Petition  is  Set  fourth :  Saveing  to  Such  of  the  Freeholders  of 
s'J  To\vn  as  may  hereafter  be  Imliody  into  or  with  a  re.guler  Church  haveing  a  Protestant 
Learned  Minister  Settled  among  them ;  in  that  Case  Such  Inhabitants  to  have  their  propor- 
tionable part  of  the  Interest  of  the  money  raised  by  the  Sail,  of  s>'  Lands  according  to 
their  State  Tax."  —  Ibid.,  p.  482. 

This  report  was  read  in  the  Council,  accepted,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence.  The 
House  concurred,  with  an  amendment  to  insert  the  word  "gospel"  between  "learned" 
and  "minister,"  in  the  report,  to  which,  on  the  next  day,  the  Council  agreed.  On  the 
19th,  after  two  readings,  the  Council  passed  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  to  l)e  engrossed, 
under  the  title  of  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  committee  of  the  church  and  congregation 
in  the  town  of  Warwick,  with  corporate  powers  for  certain  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
and  sent  it  down  for  concurrence.  On  tlie  20th,  the  House  concurred,  with  two  amend- 
ments of  the  title,  by  which  the  words  "with  corporate  powers,"  and  "therein  men- 
tioned," were  stricken  out;  to  this  the  Council  agreed,  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  be 
enacted,  the  same  day. 

Chap.  45.'  On  the  14th  of  April,  1779,  the  House,  by  special  assignment,  considered 
"the  expediency  of  continuing  the  vendue  act,"  and  thereupon  a  vote  for  repealing  that 
act  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time.  On  the  next 
dny,  the  bill  was  read  again,  and  on  the  16th,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence,  where  it  was  amended  by  sul)sti- 
tuting  "  public  auction,"  for  "  vendue,"  in  the  preamble,  and  "auction,"  for  "  vendue,"  in 
the  tiiird  line  of  the  act ;  in  which  amendments  the  House  concurred,  the  same  day,  and, 
on  the  23d,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  both  branches. 

Chap.iQ.    "  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.    In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  24"» 
1779* 
Whereas  an  Act  was  passed  April  23'i   1779  To  Supply  the  Treasury  with  the  Sum  of, 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  CLXXXIII. 
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Two  hundred  thousand  pounds.  And  the  Treasurer  was  directed  to  give  his  Notes  for 
the  amount  of  said  sum :  and  M''  Stephen  Minot'and  John  Mascarene  Esq";  was  appointed 
a  Committee  to  sign  the  Blank  Notes  on  the  Left  hand,  agreable  to  a  form  prescribed. 

Resolved,  that  John  ScoUay  Esq  be  added  to"  said  Committee,  and  that  any  two  of  them, 
be  Sufficient  and  may  sign  said  Blank  Notes,  accordingly. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  June  24.'  1779    Read  &  Concurred    .  Joun  Aveky    D  SeO' 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass. Archives,  vol.  22^, p.  315. 

Chap.  47.  On  the  25th  of  January,  1779,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Brown 
of  Pittsfield,  Bacon  of  Stockl)ridge,  and  Crane,  of  the  House,  and  Walter  Spooner  and 
Nathan  Cushing,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  to  take  into  consideration,  among  other 
things,  the  act  for  establishing  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  and  to  consider  the  situ- 
ation of  persons  who  had  been  committed  under  that  act.  The  report  of  this  committee 
was  read  and  accepted  in  the  Council,  but  on  the  2Sth,  the  House  refused  to  concur.  The 
matter  seems  to  have  rested  here  until  April  17th,  when  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of 
Oliver  Prescott  and  Eleazer  Brooks,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs,  Hastings,  Shivcrick  and 
Tyler,  of  the  House,  was  appointed  "to  consider  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time 
for  the  officers  of  the  militia  to  take  the  oath  of  tidelity  and  allegiance,  and  make  report." 
This  committee  reported  the  bill  of  tbis  chapter  which,  on  the  21st,  having  ))ecn  read 
twice,  in  the  Council,  was  there  passed  to  l)e  engrossed,  and  sent  down  to  the  House,  for 
concurrence.  In  the  House,  the  bill  was  read  on  the  23d,  and  again  on  the  24th.  On  the 
27th,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  amend- 
ments striking  out  the  word  "and,"  after  "military,"  in  the  third  line  of  the  preamble, 
and  the  words  "or  attirmation,"  after  the  word  "oath,"  in  the  first  and  fifth  lines  of  the 
first  section,  and  in  the  third  and  fifth  lines  of  the  second  section.  The  Council  concurred 
in  these  amendments,  and,  on  the  30th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches. 

Chap.  48.  Immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British  forces  the  su*bject 
of  confiscating  the  estates  of  such  persons  as  had  aided  the  enemy  began  to  be  considered 
by  the  General  Court,  and  on  the  19th  of  M.arch,  1776,  the  Plouse  passed  an  order  appoint- 
ing Messrs.  Sullivan,  Hawley,  Cushing,  Partridge  and  Batcheldor  of  Beverly,  "  with  such 
as  the  honorable  Board  shall  join,"  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

By  the  House  Journal,  it  appears  that  this  order  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concur- 
rence, but  no  record  of  its  reception  by  the  Council  has  been  discovered.  On  the  8th  of 
April,  the  House  appointed  another  committee  for  the  same  purpose,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Hawley,  Sullivan  and  Story ;  but  no  further  action  upon  the  subject,  in  either  branch,  has 
been  found,  until  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  passage  of  this  chapter,  were  introduced. 

Undoubtedly  the  desire  not  to  appear,  to  the  sister  colonies,  precipitate  in  their  move- 
ment towards  revolution,  restrained  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  from  adopting  meas- 
ures at  variance  with  the  common-law  rights  of  even  those  citizens  who  had  shown  their 
hostility  by  fleeing  the  country  or  by  abandoning  their  homes,  for  protection  in  the  ene- 
my's camp.  The  Assembly,  therefore,  at  first  proceeded  no  further  in  respect  to  controlling 
the  estates  of  refugees,  than  was  necessary  to  prevent  loss  and  waste,  and  to  provide  for 
satisfying  the  claims  of  creditors.  The  plan  pursued  was,  substantially,  that  previously 
adopted  by  the  provincial  congress,  and  described  in  the  note  to  1776-77,  chapter  38,  ante. 
Upon  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  the  Assembly  was  constrained  to  devise  more  systematic 
measures  for  securing  the  valuable  real  and  personal  estates,  in  that  town,  abandoned  by 
those  who  had  sailed  in  the  enemy's  fleet  to  Halifax  (or  who  had  previously  left  the  conn- 
try)  than  the  loosely  defined  and  practically  irresponsible  superintendence  with  which  the 
selectmen  and  committees  of  correspondence  had  been  invested  by  the  provincial  congress. 
Accordingly,  they  passed  the  resolve  of  March  25,  1776*,  l)y  which  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inventory  and  secure  the  estates  of  the  refugees  from  Boston. 

Following  this  resolve,  came  the  resolve  of  April  3d,  which  conferred  upon  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inventory  and  secure  the  refugees'  estates,  full  power  to  examine 
persons  suspected  of  holding  or  concealing,  any  portion  of  the  same,  and  to  take  and  hold 
the  same  against  any  civil  process  issued  since  April  19,  1775,  subject  to  the  future  order 
of  the  Assembly. 

The  House  passed  a  resolve,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1776,  extending  to  all  the  towns  in  the 
colony  the  provisions  with  regard  to  inventorying  the  estates  of  persons  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  requiring  the  several  committees  of  correspondence,  safety  and 
inspection  throughout  the  colony,  aided  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  respective 
counties,  to  prepare  and  return  to  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  session,  lists  of  the  names 
of  such  persons,  together  with  the  charges  against  them,  and  evidence  to  support  the 
same. 

The  Council,  however,  seems  not  to  have  concurred  in  this  resolve;  and  the  resolve 
that  was  passed  by  the  House  April  19th,  and  by  the  Council  April  23d,  appears  to 
have  been  adopted  as  a  substitute. 

From  this  time  onward,  until  the  passage  of  chapter  38  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1776-77, 
the  progress  of  measures  for  the  security,  management  and  disposal  of  the  estates  of 
refugees  is  shown  in  the  note  to  that  chapter,  pp.  710  and  711,  ante.  The  purpose  of  the 
last-named  chapter  was  to  give  to  the  judiciary,  in  certain  cases,  the  oversight  of  the 
management  of  the  estates  of  refugees.  Accordingly,  the  several  judges  of  probate  were 
therel)y  empowered  to  appoint  agents  to  regularly  manage  such  estates,  in  the  nature  of 
administrations  upon  the  estates  of  persons  deceased  —  the  Superior  Court  being  author- 
ized to  hear  appeals,  and  to  grant  licenses  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate,  when  the  personal . 

*  See  the  new  draught  of  this  resolve  in  supplemoiuary  note  ou  p.  1004,  pnitt. 
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estate  should  be  insufflcient  for  tbe  payment  of  creditors,  as  in  the  case  of  executors  and 
administrators.  Chapter  22  of  the  acts  of  the  present  year  enlarged  the  jurisdictioa 
conferred  upon  the  judges  of  probate  l;y  the  above-named  chapter  38,  but  neither  of  these 
acts  provided  for  an  absolute  confiscation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  estates,  which  were  to  be 
paid  into  the  state  treasury,  and  receipted  for  by  the  treasurer. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  legislative  proceedings  against  the  roj'alists,  gradually 
branched  into  two  classes ;  one  directed  against  their  persons,  and  the  other  against  their 
estates. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1778,  Congress  having  passed  the  following  resolve  on  the  27th 
of  November  previous,  — 

"  Resolved,  riuit  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  states,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  confiscate  and  make  sale  of  all  the  real  and  personal  estate  therein  of  such  of  their 
inhabitants  and  other  persons  who  have  forfeited  the  same  and  the  right  to  the  protection 
of  their  respective  states;  and  to  invest  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  in  continental 
loan-offlce  certificates,  to  be  appropriated  in  such  raamier  as  the  respective  states  shall 
hereafter  direct," 

—  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Niles,  Orne,  Jackson,  Coffin  and  Crane,  of  the 
House,  and  Jeremiah  Powell,  NVilliam  Sever,  Artemas  Ward  and  Timothy  Danielson,  of 
the  Council,  was  appointed  to  take  this  resolve  into  consideration. 

This  committee  was  champed,  on  the  '2kli,  by  the  substitution  of  Messrs.  Sartell,  Davis 
and  Hunter  of  the  House,  for  Messrs.  Orne,  Coffin  and  Crane,  and  on  the  29th,  this  com- 
mittee reported,  in  the  Council,  a  resolve  to  refer  the  subject  "to  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court;  "  but  in  tbe  vote  of  the  Council  accepting  this  report  the  House  refused 
to  concur.  On  the  31st,  the  House  passed  an  order  appointing  Messrs.  Clap,  Sumner, 
Noyes,  Hyde  and  Stone  a  committee  "  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  confiscating  and  making  sale 
of  all  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  and  other  persons  of  this 
state  who  have  forfeited  the  same,  airreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  22d*  of 
November,  1777."  On  the  fifth  of  February,  Messrs.  Sewall,  SingletiU-y,  Metcalf  and 
Niles  were  added  to  this  committee ;  and  on  the  23d,  a  bill,  entitletl  "  An  Act  for  conflsca- 
tion  of  the  estates  of  several  persons  therein  mentioned  who  have  joined  themselves  to  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  the 
committee  reporting  this  bill  were  ordered  "to  report  a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  whose 
estates  are  to  be  confiscated." 

The  General  Court  was  prorogued,  on  the  13th  of  March. without  further  action  upon 
this  bill,  nor  has  there  been  discovered  any  action  upon  it  during  the  next  session  and  the 
first  session  of  the  next  Assembly,  except  the  following  entry  in  the  House  Journal :  — 

"  Apr.  25,  1778.  The  House  assigned  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Session  for  the 
Consideration  of  the  Bill  for  confiscating  the  Estates  of  Absentees."  —  P.  240. 

In  the  second  session  of  the  next  Assembly,  a  bill  with  the  same  title  was  read  a. first 
time,  September  llth,  and  a  second  time,  on  the  29th.  It  was  "considered"  on  that  and 
the  two  days  next  following.  On  the  first  of  October  the  House  ordered  that  Messrs. 
Angier,  Davis,  Sumner,  Washburn  and  Gray  "  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  clause  deter- 
mining that  debts  due  to  individuals,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  estates;  also  one  making 
•provision  for  recovery  of  debts  due  to  persons  whose  estates  are  to  be  confiscated,  and 
another  making  provision  for  their  wives  and  families."  The  consideration  of  the  hill 
was  then  resumed,  and  a  vote  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  consider  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  was  voted  down ;  whereupon  it  was  ordered 
"  that  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  clause  respecting  the  debts  due  from  those 
persons  whose  estates  are  to  be  confiscated,  bring  in  a  clause  tor  apportionimi  the  jiroceeds 
of  said  estates  to  the  relief  of  those  who  have  suffered  by  the  depredations  of  the  enemy." 
The  House  then  assigned  tbe  7th,  for  a  third  reading  of  the  bill,  at  which  time  it  was 
read,  accordingly,  and  the  House  reconsidered  its  vote  for  making  provision  for  the  wives 
of  absentees.  On  the  8tb,  the  House  passed  the  bill,  to  be  engrossed,  by  tbe  votes  of  63 
out  of  90  members  present,  and  sent  it  up  to  the  Coimcil,  for  concurrence,  where  it  was 
read  a  first  time  on  the  next  day,  and  assigned  for  a  second  reading  one  day  later.  It  was 
not,  however,  read  a  second  time,  in  the  Council,  until  the  13th,  after  which  it  was  referred 
to  Messrs.  Sever,  VVard  and  Dana,  of  the  Council,  to  take  it  "  into  consideration,  and  to 
bring  it  into  a  new  draught,  and  report  at  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court."  On  the 
14tli,  General  Hancock  came  up  from  the  House  with  a  message  to  inquire  whether  the  ■ 
Coimcil  had  |)assed  upon  the  bill  "confiscating  the  estates  of  some  notorious  offenders 
who  have  left  this  state  and  fled  to  the  enemy,"  whereupon  a  message  was  returned 
informing  the  House  of  the  last  vote  in  Council  upon  the  bill. 

A  committee  of  conference  was  now  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hancock,  Single- 
tary,  Davis.  Freeman  and  Kollock,  of  the  House,  and  Ward,  Spooner,  Thomas  Gushing, 
Gill  and  Edwards,  of  the  Council.  This  was  on  the  llth,  and  the  next  dav  Messrs.  Crano 
and  Wood  were  appointed  on  the  committee,  in  place  of  Gen.  Hancock,  who  was  excused, 
and  Mr,  Davis,  who  was  absent.  On  tlie  Kich,  the  General  Court  was  adjourned  to  Jan. 
6,  1779,  without  having  made  further  progress  with  the  bill.  A  resolve  f  was  passed, 
however,  on  the  loth,  directing  tbe  agents  appointed  on  absentees'  estates  to  lay  before  the 
General  Assetnbly,  at  their  next  session,  an  account  of  said  estates  whether  real  or  per- 
sonal, and  that  in  the  mean  time  no  real  estates  be  sold  for  payment  of  debts. 

A  clear  draught  of  the  l>ill.  at  this  stage,  is  on  file,  in  the  handwriting  of  a  clerk  in  the 
secretary's  department,  bearing  memoranda  of  the  prDceedings  thereon,  in  the  House  and 
Council,  on  the  8th  and  9tb  of  Octolter,  1778.  It  provides  for  the  absolute  confiscation  (in 
conformity  to  the  "  usage  of  all  nations  ")  of  all  the  personal  property  and  of  all  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments,  within  this  state,  which  seventy-eight  persons  therein 

•  Sic:  27th. 
t  Printed  resolves  of  tbe  (September  seasioa,  chapter  Oiu 
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named,  and,  by  force  of  the  act,  convicted  of  endeavoring  the  ruin  of,  and  making  war 
against,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  possessed  upon  the  nineteenth  day  of  April, 
1775  or  at  any  time  since;  and  declared  said  estates  "forfeited  to  this  state,"  and  that 
they'"  shall  be  deemed,  vested  and  adjudged  in  the  real  and  actual  possession  of  this 
state,  without  further  inquiry,  adjudication  or  determination  hereafter  to  be  had."  The 
bill  p'rovided  for  the  payment,  out  of  the  confiscated  property,  of  "  all  debts  justly  due  to 
any  subject  of  the  united  American  states,"  and  directed  that  the  estates  should  be  sold, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  "  placed  in  the  Continental  treasury,  and  loan-office  certifi- 
cates taken  therefor,"  payable  to  the  state  treasurer,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  relief  of 
such  inhabitants  of  the  state  as  had  suffered  from  the  devastations  of  the  enemy,  and  also 
for  the  relief  of  the  wives  and  children  of  "  such  soldiers  as  have  fallen  in  defence  of  their 
country." 

The  following  are  the  persons  named  in  the  bill,  all  of  whom,  except  Thomas  Gold- 
thvvait,  being  included  in  the  act  (chapter  2i,  ante)  "  to  prevent  the  return  of  certain  per- 
sons," &c.,  which  was  passed  on  the  last  day  of  this  session  :  — 

Thomas  Hutchinson,  Francis  Bernard,  Thomas  Oliver,  Timothy  Ruggles,  James  Ander- 
son, Thomas  Aptliorp,  William  Bowes,  George  Briuley,  Ebenezer  Bridgbam,  Richard 
Clarke,  John  Coffin,  Nathaniel  Coffin,  Jonathan  Clarke,  Archibald  Cunningham,  Benjamin 
Davis,  John  Erving,  jun.,  George  Erving,  Edward  Foster,  Benjamin  Faneuil,  jun.,  Thomas 
Flucker,  Lewis  Gray,  Silvester  Gardiner,  Harrison  Gray,  Joseph  Goldthwait,  Martin  Gay, 
Benjamin  Hallowell,  Robert  Hallowell,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  jun.,  Elisha  Hutchinson, 
Foster  Hutchinson,  Hawes Hatch,  John  Jeffries,  Richard  Lechmere,  Henry  Lloyd,  George 
Leonard,  Archibald  McNeal,  Charles  Paxton,  Sir  William  Peppcrrell,  Owen  Richards, 
Edward  Stowe,  Joseph  Scott,  John  Vassall,  Robert  Auchmuty,  Joshua  Loring,  William 
Burch,  Nathaniel  Hatch,  Joshua  Loiing,  jun.,  Henry  Hulton,  James  Murray,  William 
Browne,  Jonathan  Sewell, David  Phips,  Daniel  Bliss,  Sarmuel  Bliss,  Nathaniel  "Dickinson, 
Peter  Oliver,  Josiah  Edson,  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas,  Israel  Tildcn,  Charles  Curtis,  Daniel 
Leonard,  Thomas  Gilbert,  Levi  Chace,  Richard  Holland,  Bradford  Gilbert,  Samuel  Gil- 
bert, Thomas  Gilbert,  jun.,  John  Chandler,  James  Putnam,  John  Walker,  David  Bush, 
Abijah  Willard,  John  Murray,  Thomas  Beaman,  John  Bowen,  David  Ingersoll,  Jeremiah 
Pole  and  Charles  Callahan. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  this  1)111  was  sent  down  to  the  House  upon  request,  and  the 
next  day  it  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs  Sullivan,  Phillips  of 
Boston,  Singletary,  Hancock  and  Angier,  of  the  House,  and  Ward,  Spooner,  Dana  and 
Nathan  Cushing,  of  the  Council.  Nothing  further  relative  to  this  committee  or  its  doings 
has  been  discovered,  except  that  from  a  memorandum  endorsed  on  the  bill  (by  which  it 
is  shown  to  have  been  the  same  bill  which  the  House  had  passed  to  be  engrossed,  on  the 
8th  of  October),  it  appears  that  the  Council  appointed  their  members  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  the  15th ;  and,  fi'om  an  entry  in  the  House  Journal,  it  further  appears  that,  on 
the  5th  of  February,  Mr.  Crane  was  chosen  to  that  committee  "  in  the  room  of  Gen. 
Hancock,  excused." 

On  the  9th  of  February,  the  House  appointed  Messrs.  Sullivan,  Davis  of  Boston,  and 
Prescott  a  committee  "to  bring  in  a  bill  for  confiscating  the  estates  of  certain  persons 
inimical  to  this  and  the  other  states  of  America."  On  the  Uth,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  Act 
for  the  confiscation  of  the  estates  of  sundry  persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  offences 
therein  mentioned,"  appears,  by  the  House  Journal,  to  have  been  "  read  a  second  time  and 
ordered  to  lie,"  although  no  previous  meiition  of  this  bill  occurs  in  the  journal  or  else- 
where. The  House  niembers  of  the  joint  committee  for  bringing  in  a  bill,  were  now 
enjoined  to  sit,  and  a  message  was  sent  to  the  Council,  requesting  them  to  give  a  similar 
direction  to  the  members  of  their  Board,  upon  the  committee,  and  at  the  same  time 
Messrs.  Brown,  Ilosmer  and  Washburn  were  put  upon  the  committee,  in  the  room  of 
Messrs.  Sullivan  and  Sumner,  who  were  absent,  and  Mr.  Phillips  of  Boston,  Avho  was 
excused.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  on  the  first  of  March,  without  making  further 
progress  with  the  bill. 

The  next  session  began  on  the  seventh  of  April;  and  on  the  21st,  a  bill  was  read  a  first 
time,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  confiscation  and  sale  at  public  auction  of  the  estates  of  several 
persons,  therein  mentioned,  who  have  joined  themselves  to  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States  of  America."  On  the  next  day  it  was  read  again,  by  assignment,  "  and  recom- 
mitted for  amendments."  The  bill  had  already  been  changed  in  the  title  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  at  public  auction,"  and  it  had,  doubtless,  been  amended  in  other  particulars 
which  cannot  so  easily  be  ascertained.  The  names  of  forty-eight  persons  are  included  in 
this  bill,  twenty-seven  of  whom  are  in  the  act.  The  names  of  Samuel  Quincy  and  Samuel 
Fitch,  which  appear  in  the  act,  do  not  appear  in  the  bill  or  any  memorandum  of  amend- 
ment thereto,  and  were  probably  ordered  to  be  inserted  before  the  bill  was  passed  to  be 
engrossed. 

This  bill  followed  the  previous  one  in  respect  to  confiscation,  but  provided  for  the  imme- 
diate sale  of  the  confiscated  estates  at  public  auction,  after  notice  advertised,  by  commit- 
tees named  and  appointed,  in  the  bill,  for  four  districts,  embracing,  collectively,  all  the 
counties  in  the  state.  The  bill  also  made  provision  for  the  relief  and  support,  in  certain 
cases,  of  the  wives  and  families  of  the  refugees  whose  estates  should  have  been  con- 
fiscated. 

On  th«  23d,  this  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed  by  62  votes  out  of  82, 
and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  It  was  read,  a  first  time,  in  the  Council,  on  the  24th,  and 
the  2(;th  was  assigned  for  the  second  reading,  which,  however,  was  not  had  until  the  28th, 
when  the  bill  was  pajjcl,  n  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed  "  as  taken  into  a  new  draught." 
This  new  draught  was  in  tiic  form  in  which  it  was  finally  passed  to  be  enacted,  with  the 
addition,  in  section  two,  of  the  words  '•  were,"  before  "  entitled,"  and  "  of,"  after  "  pos- 
sessed," in  the  twenty-second  line. 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws.  — 1778-79.  1055 

[revolutionary  period  —  "  STATE."] 

The  bill  was  now  sent  down  to  the  House,  together  with  the  new  draught,  whereupon  the 
House  ordered  a  message  to  be  sent  to  the  Council,  proposing  a  conference  of  both 
Ijranchcs,  to  which  the  Council  agreed,  and  the  conference  was  accordingly  held  on  the 
29th  ^  Artemas  Ward  presiding  —  in  the  representatives  room,  where  seats  were  assigned 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Conncil.  Upon  another  message  from  the  House,  this  con- 
ference was  renewed,  on  the  same  day ;  after  which,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  as  newly  drawn,  and  passed  the  same,  with  the  amendments  above  noted, 
and  sent  it  up  for  concurrence.  On  the  30th,  the  Council  concurred  in  this  vote  of  the 
House,  and,  on  the  same  day,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enactecl,  Ijy  both  branches. 

On  the  lirst  of  May,  1779,  a  committee  previously  "appointed  to  consider  of  some 
means  for  supplying  the  treasiuy,  reported  a  resolve  for  selling  the  estates  of  certain  per- 
sons therein  named  which  have  been  already  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  state."  This 
resolve  was  passed  in  the  House,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence,  whereupon  the  Council 
voted  that  it  be  referred  to  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court.  These  proceedings  all 
took  place  on  the  same  day,  but  the  vote  of  the  Council  had  not  Iieen  communicated  to 
the  House,  and  on  the  .3d,  a  message  of  inquiry  was  sent  to  the  Council,  and  thereupon 
the  resolve  was  sent  down  and  a  committee  of  conference  chosen  thereon,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Partridge  and  Davis  of  Boston,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  Walter  Spooner 
and  Francis  Dana,  of  the  Council,  who  reported  the  same  in  a  new  draught,  \vhich,  on  that 
day,  was  accepted  and  passed  (chapter  CXXXIV.  of  the  printed  resolves).  The  resolve 
provided  for  the  sale  of  the  estates  lying  in  Milton,  Dorchester,  Roxbury  and  Boston,  of 
the  late  Governors  Hutchinson  and  Bernard,  and  of  Sir  WilUam  Pepperrell,  Joshua 
Loring  and  Nathaniel  Hatch. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1779,  a  resolve  (chapter  CLXV.  of  the  printed  resolves  of  the  May 
session)  was  passed,  appointing  one  person  in  each  county  to  ascertain  what  real  estate 
was  subject  to  confiscation  under  this  and  the  next  chapter,  to  make  out  lists  of  .said 
estates,  and  to  return  thcce  lists  to  the  secretary's  office. 

Ou  the  '23d  of  September  another  resolve  was  passed  for  the  immediate  sale  of  the  eon- 
fisciited  estates  of  the  pt;r.;ous,  named  in  this  chapter,  whose  estates  were  not  ordered  to  be 
sold  in  the  resolve  of  May  3,  1779,  Vidth  the  exception  of  the  estate  of  Samuel  Fitch.  Sir 
\ViIliam  Pepporrell's  name  was  included  in  both  resolves.  By  this  resolve,  which  consti- 
tutes chapter  LXX.  of  the  printed  resolves,  conrmittees  were  appointed  in  the  several 
counties  to  sell  the  confiscated  estates  and  give  deeds  thereof,  and  to  return  the  proceeds  of 
the  sr.id  sales  lo  the  state  treasury ;  and  on  the  20th  of  November,  a  resolve  was  passed 
(chapter  LII.  of  the  printed  resolves)  directing  the  treasm-er  to  pay  out  these  moneys  in 
discharge  of  any  warrant  which  may  be  drawn  upon  him  for  defi-ayiug  the  public 
expenses. 

.Many  other  resolves  were  passed  during  this  and  the  following  year  suspending  sales, 
and  making  other  disposition  of  the  confiscated  estates  in  special  cases ;  thus,  by  the 
resolve  of  May  29,  1779  (chapter  XIV.  of  the  printed  resolves),  the  sale  of  Sir  William 
Poppcrrell's  mansion-house  was  suspended  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  it 
being  occupied  by  Major  General  Heath ;  by  the  resolve  of  May  31st  (chapter  XVII ),  the 
.ands,  in  Brookline,  of  Governor  Bernard,  and,  in  Braintree^  of  Governor  Hutchinson, 
were  ordered  to  be  sold  —  they  not  having  been  included  in  the  former  order  of  sale;  by 
tlie  resolve  of  September  9th  (chapter  V.),  so  much  of  the  lands,  in  Worcester  County,  of 
John  Miirray,  were  ordered  to  be  sold,  as  would  raise  the  sum  of  £('.0.  3s.  i)f/.  to  dis- 
charge an  obligation  from  Murray  to  Isaac  Stone;  by  the  resolve  of  September  24th 
(chapter  LXXIII.),  partition  was  ordered  to  be  made  of  the  lands,  in  Beverly,  of  Abijah 
WilL'.rd,  and  they  were  ordered  to  remain  subject  to  an  existing  mortgage ;  iiy  the  resolve 
of  October  4th  (chapter  CXLIV.),  the  committees  appointed  to  sell  the  confiscated  estates, 
were  authorized  to  use  their  discretion  as  to  the  manner  of  giving  the  notice  required  to 
be  printed  in  the  newspapers  of  Essex  County,  no  such  papers  being  then  published ;  by 
the  resolve  of  Deceuiber  2d  (chapter  CXXXi'l.  of  the  November  session),  Lemuel  Kollock 
was  allowed  £200  wherewith  to  defray  the  expenses  of  prosecuting  trespassers  on  the 
estate  of  William  Browne;  by  the  resolve  of  December  24th  (chapter  XL.  of  the  Decem- 
ber session),  the  cominitlee  appointed  to  sell  confiscated  estates  in  Middlesex  County, 
were  allowed  their  account  of  the  proceeds  of  the  estates  which  they  had  sold,  and  com- 
pensation was  allowed  to  them  ;  by  the  resolve  of  March  25,  1780  (chapter  LXIX.  of  the 
JMarch  session),  the  judge  of  probate  for  Suffolk  County  was  authorized  and  directed  to 
fix  a  competent  allowance  for  the  support  of  the  widow  Mary  Craddock,  out  of  the  estates 
of  her  sons-in-law,  Robert  Auchmuty  and  Thomas  Brinley ;  by  the  resolve  of  March  29th 
'.chapter  XCVIL),  the  sale  of  the  estate  of  Peter  Oliver  was  suspended,  upon  the  petition 
ot  the  children  of  Joshua  Spooner,  late  of  Brookfield,  who  held  a  mortgage  on  said  estate, 
autl  the  agent  of  the  estate  v/as  ordered  to  lease  it;  by  another  resolve  of  the  same  day 
(cliapter  XCVIIL),  the  committee  appointed  to  sell  the  estate  of  Daniel  Leonard  were 
allowed  their  account  of  the  proceeds  of  said  sale,  and  compensation  was  granted  to  them ; 
by  the  resolve  of  March  3lst  (chapter  CVIL),  upon  the  representation  of  the  committee 
I'm-  selling  confiscated  estates  in  Wor^-ester  County,  expressing  doubts  as  to  the  method  of 
tlicir  proceedings,  they  were  directed  to  receive  the  price  of  all  estates  sold  l)y  them 
provided  it  be  paid  to  them  on  or  before  April  20th,  and  to  give  deeds  accordingly;  also 
giving  other  directions  in  special  cases ;  by  the  resolve  of  Ap  :1 19th  (chapter  CClil.),  the 
connaittee  for  Suficjlk  County  were  ordered  to  suspend  the  sate  of  confiscated  estates  until 
the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  and  the  agents  on  the  estates  lately  belonging  to 
Henry  Ilulton,  Richard  Lechmere  and  Samuel  iiuincy  were  directed  to  lease  the  same 
agreeably  to  former  orders ;  and  the  committee  of  sequestration  were  ordered  to  take  eare 
of  such  part  of  the  estate  lately  belonging  to  Harrison  Gray  as  remained  unsold;  by  the 
resolve  of  April  21st  (chapter  CCXVIL),  the  committee  appointed  to  sell  confiscated 
estates  in  Essex  County,  were  ordered  to  lease,  for  one  year,  such  pai-t  of  the  estate  lately 
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belonging  to  William  Browne,  as  remained  unsold ;  by  tbe  resolve  of  May  5tli  (chapter 
CCCXV.),the  committee  to  sell  confiscated  estates  in  Middlesex  County,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  were  authorized  to  give  deeds  to  James  Prescott,  of  certain  woodland  he 
had  formerly  purchased  of  Thomas  Flucker,  but  of  which  he  had  received  no  deed;  hy 
the  resolve  of  September  9th  (chapter  V.  of  the  September  session,  1780),  James  Williams 
was  appointed  to  exercise  the  power  conferred  on  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the 
town  of  Taunton,  Jan.  31,  1778,  to  superintend  the  cuttiiig  of  wood  and  digging  of  ore, 
for .  the  state  furnace  at  Bridgewater,  on  lands  formerly  belonging  to  John  Borland, 
deceased,  and  empowering  Hugh  Orr  to  take  wood,  for  the  same  purpose,  from  the  land 
in  Bridgewater  formerly  belonging  to  Josiah  Edson — Capt.  Nathan  Mitchell  to  take  an 
account  of  the  same,  to  be  returned  by  him  to  the  Board  of  War. 

For  other  proceedings  relating  to  the  confiscation  and  sale  of  estates  of  absentees  see 
note  to  chapter  49,  post ;  also,  1776-77,  chapter  38,  and  note,  ante. 

Chap.  49.  On  the  20th  of  April,  1779,  the  House  ordered  "  That  Col.  Freeman,  Mr. 
Davis  of  Boston,  and  Mr.  Gorham  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  immediate 
confiscation  and  sale  of  the  estates  of  such  absentees  as  are  the  most  inimical  to  these 
states."  On  tiie  following  day  the  Council  sent  down,  for  concurrence,  a  bill  with  the 
title  of  this  chapter,  which  had  been  twice  read,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  by  the  Board. 
This  was  immediately  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  "  and  ordered  to  lie."  It  was  read 
again  on  the  22d,  by  special  assignment,  and,  on  the  24th,  "after  debate  on  the  several 
paragraphs,"  it  was  ordered  to  "be  committed  to  Col.  Freeman,  Gen.  Hancock  and  Mr. 
Davis  of  Boston,  to  prepare  a  providing  clause  respecting  the  persons  named  in  the  bill 
for  confiscating  estates,  passed  yesterday."  On  the  26th,  this  bill  was  read  a  tliird  time, 
and  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  amendments,  by  the  votes  "of  42  out  of 
50,'*  and  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  Council  for  concurrence.  The  amendments  proposed 
were  three  in  number.  The  first  amendment  added  to  the  first  section  the  following 
clause,  after  the  word  "  states  "  in  the  twenty-ninth  line :  — 

"Unless  it  shall  clearly  appear  to  the  jury,  upon  trial,  by  substantial  evidence,  that 
such  person  (against  whom  no  other  crime  described  in  this  act  shall  be  alleged  and 
proved  than  his  or  her  leaving  the  place  of  his  or  her  residence  and  going  to  some  place 
within  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  or  in  possession  of  his  forces)  was  in- 
duced by  real  necessity  to  leave  the  place  of  his  or  her  residence  as  aforesaid,  and  that 
before  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  and  that  he  or  she  hath  during  his  or  her 
absence  acted  a  part  evidently  friendly  to  this  country,  as  far  as  he  or  she  was  able,  and 
hath  not  aided,  assisted  or  comforted  the  enemy  aforesaid." 

The  second  amendment  added  to  a  proviso  which  was  inserted  in  the  bill,  between  sec- 
tions 5  and  6,  a  clause  limiting  the  authority  of  the  justices  of  the  inferior  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas  to  continue  causes  entered  in  those  courts  under  this  act.  The  whole  of  this 
proviso  was  stricken  out  by  the  amendment  adopted  May  1st,  and  hereunder  printed  in 
full.    The  third  amendment  added  the  following  to  the  eleventh  section  :  — 

"  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  l)e  construed  to  extend  to  the 
persons  or  estates  of  Thomas  Hutchinson,  late  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Esq., 
late  governor  of  this  state,  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  late  resident  in  the  said  Boston,  Baronet, 
formerly  governor  of  this  state,  Thomas  Oliver,  late  of  Cambridge,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, Esq.,  and  late  lieut.-governor  of  this  state,  Harrison  Gray,  Foster  Hutchinson, 
John  Erving,  jun.,  Sir  William  Pepperrell,  George  Erving,  James  Boutineau  and  Thomas 
Flucker,  late  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Esquires,  Joshua  Loring,  late  of  Rox- 
bury,  in  said  county,  Esq.,  Nathaniel  Hatch,  late  of  Dorchester,  in  said  county,  Esq  ; 
William  Browne,  late  of  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  Esq.;  Richard  Lcchmere,  late  of 
Cambridge,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  Esq.;  Peter  Oliver,  late  of  Middleborough, 
Josiah  Edson,  late  of  Bridgewater,  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas,  late  of  Marshfield,  in  the 
county  of  Plymouth,  Esquires;  Timothy  Ruggles,  late  of  Hardwick,  John  Murray,  late 
of  Rutland,  Abijah  Willard,  late  of  Lancaster,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  Esquires; 
Daniel  Leonard,  late  of  Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  Esq.;  William  Burch,  Hutn-y 
Hulton,  Charles  Paxton,  Benjamin  Hallowell,  Richard  Clarke  and  Benjamin  Faneuil, 
jun.,  late  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Esquires;  John  Coffin,  distiller,  Edward 
Foster,  blacksmith,  Silvester  Gardiner,  physician,  Joseph  Goldthwait,  Esq.,  Frederick 
William  Geyer,  merchant,  James  Murray,  Esq.,  and  John  Vassall,  Esq.,  late  of  Boston, 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk;  David  Phips,  late  of  Cambridge,  E>iq.,  Henry  Barnes,  late  of 
Marlborough,  merchant,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex;  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  late  of  Deer- 
field,  in  the  county  of  llampshire,  gentleman  ;  David  Ingersoll,  late  of  Great  Barrington 
in  the  county  of  lierkshire,  Esq.;  Cornelius  White,  mariner,  Pclham  Winslow,  Esq.,' late 
of  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth;  Thomas  Gilbert,  late  of  Freetown,  in  the 
county  of  Bristol,  Esq  ;  Israel  Tilden,  late  of  Marshfield,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth, 
housewright ;  Thomas  Beaman,  late  of  Petersham,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  gentleman ; 
Charles  Call.ahan,  late  of  Pownalborough,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  mariner;  Joshua 
Loring,  jun.,  late  of  Dorchester,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Esq.;  Robert  Auchmuty,  late 
of  Roxbury,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Esq.;  Jonathan  Sewall,  late  of  Cambridge,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  Esq.,  and  Samuel  Waterhouse,  late  of  Boston  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  — whose  inimical  conduct  hath  been  so  notorious  as  to  admit  of  no  doubt  thereof, 
and  whose  estates  are  confiscated  by  a  law  of  this  state,  passed  this  present  session,  en- 
titled '  An  Act  for  confiscation  and  sale  of  the  estates  of  certain  persons  therein  men- 
tioned';  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwiilistanding." 

The  vote  of  the" House  and  the  proposed  amendments  were  read,  in  the  Coimcil,  on  the 
28th,  and  after  voting  a  nonconcurrcnce  therein  the  Council,  in  turn,  proposed  three 
other  amendments;  one  of  which  substituted  the  words  "exhibit  to  the  justices,"  in  the 
third  line  of  section  4,  for  "file  in  the  clerk's  office,"  as  it  was  originally  expressed ; 
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another  inserted  all  after  the  word  "  escheated,"  in  the  eleventh  line  of  section  4,  t© 
"  suit,"  inclusive,  in  the  fourth  line  of  section  5,  in  place  of  the  following  clause  in  tho 
bill:— 

"And  shall  cause  an  attested  copy  thereof  to  be  left  at  the  mansion-house  on  the  prem- 
ises demanded,  or,  in  case  there  be  no  mansion-house  thereon,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
posted  up  in  some  public  place  in  the  town,  district  or  plantation  wherein  such  estate  lies, 
and  in  which  the  person  charged  as  aforesaid  had  his  usual  place  of  abode  (if  within  this 
state),  and  shall  also  cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  anyone  of  the  ISoston  news- 
papers, for  thi-ee  weeks  successively,  thirty  days,  at  least,  before  the  first  day  of  the  sit- 
ting of  the  court  to  which  such  complaint  shall  be  made;  and  the  court,  upon  motion  of 
the  said  attorney-general  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  appoint  as  aforesaid,  shall  enter 
upon  their  docket  and  records  such  suit  and  complaint." 

The  third  amendment  struck  out,  between  sections  7  and  8,  the  following  section  which 
is  retained  in  the  bill :  —  • 

"  And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  recovery  of  all  personal 
estate  by  this  act  forfeited,  and  not  now  in  the  possession  of  this  government,  shall  be  in  the 
same  way  and  manner  as  is  herein  provided  for  real  estate,  saving  that  instead  of  judg- 
ment being  given  for  the  article  claimed  as  forfeited  it  shall  be  given  for  such  sum  in  debt 
or  damages,  according  as  the  jury  shall  find;  and  execution  shall  issue  in  behalf  of  the 
government  and  people,  in  form  prescribed  by  law  in  other  cases." 

The  bill,  with  these  amendments,  was  then  sent  down  to  the  House,  for  concurrence, 
which  was  voted  on  the  next  day. 

By  the  journal  of  the  House  this  bill  appears  to  have  been  there  passed  to  be  enacted 
April  30th,  but  by  the  so  called  General  Court  Records,  and  the  original  minutes  of  the 
Council  from  which  they  were  compiled,  it  appears  that  the  following  amendment,  re- 
ferred to  above,  was  not  adopted  by  either  branch  until  May  first,  on  which  day  the  bill 
was  passed  to  be  enacted  by,  and  signed  by  a  quorum  of,  the  Council :  — 

"Mayl,  1779.  Thomas  Cushing  Esqi;  went  down  with  a  Message  to  the  Honbie 
House  to  propose  an  Amendment  in  an  Act  for  Confiscating  the  Estates  of  certain  Persons 
commonly  called  Absentees,  viz',  to  dele  a  Clause  in  said  Act,  viz*.  '  Provided  neverthe- 
less, and  Be  it  Enacted  &c.  that  the  Justices  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
when  such  Complaint  shall  be  made  and  where  such  Suit  shall  be  brought,  shall  continue 
the  Action  to  the  next  Court  and  if  no  person  then  appears  either  in  their  own  right  or  in 
the  part  and  behalf  of  the  Person  accused  to  defend  the  Suit,  the  Justices  at  such  next  Court 
may  further  continue  the  Action  if  they  see  cause.'  The  Substance  of  said  Clause,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board,  having  been  taken  up  in  a  preceeding  Paragraph;  if  agreeable  to  the 
Honbie  House. 

Mr  Partridge  came  up  with  a  Message  from  the  Honb'.e  House  to  inform  the  Board, 
that  they  agreed  to  the  proposed  amendment  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Message."  — 
Council  Records,  vol.  XXXIX.,  p.  235. 

For  proceedings  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  confiscated  estates  of  the  absentees 
prior  and  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  see  the  note  to  chapter  38  of  the  year  1776- 
77,  and  chapter  48  of  this  year. 

Complaints  against  the  persons  and  estates  of  absentees  were  filed  by  the  attorney- 
general  as  required  by  this  chapter;  and  he  was  still  further  urged  to  this  duty  by  the 
following  resolve  :  — * 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sep'  27  1779 

Resolved  that  the  Attorney  General  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  as  Soon  as  possible  to 
bring  forward  the  Actions  against  the  Estates  of  the  Several  Absentees  agreable  to  an  Act 
of  this  State  passed  the  present  year — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk' 

In  Council  Sep'  28"»  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery  D  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  22i,p.  155. 

Chap.  50.  The  inhabitants  of  the  territory  set  ofl',  by  this  act,  from  Cambridge,  after- 
wards incorporated  as  the  town  of  Brighton,  and  now  a  part  of  Boston,  erected  a  meeting- 
house for  religious  worship  as  eari)'^  as  1744.  Previous  to  this  they  had  had  preaching  in 
the  winter  season  in  a  house  built  for  a  dwelling-house,  and  even  after  their  meeting-house 
was  erected,  although  preaching  was  constantly  maintained  there,  no  minister  was  regularly 
installed  over  the  society  until.  1784,  when  the  Rev.  John  Foster  was  settled  there,  the 
church  continuing  to  be  a  part  of  the  parent  church  in  Cambridge  until  the  year  1783. 
Before  the  passage  of  this  chapter  preaching  was  maintained  in  this  territory  by  the  joint 
contribution  of  the  inhabitants  there,  and  the  first  parish  in  Cambridge;  but  after  the 
meeting-house  was  built,  the  inhabitants  being  determined  to  have  the  exclusive  services 
of  a  settled  preacher,  the  subject  of  a  separation  from  the  first  parish  began  to  be  agitated. 
On  the  11th  of  June,  1747,  a  petition  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  Charles,  "  setting  forth  their  difficulties  in  attending  the  public  worship  at  the  pre- 
cinct meeting-house,  and  praying  to  be  made  a  separate  precinct,"  was  read  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  the  first  parish  was  thereupon  notified,  by  order  of  the  Assembly, 
to  appear  a  week  later  to  show  cause,  if  any  they  bad,  against  the  praj'er  of  the  petition- 
ers. OI)jection  l)cing  made,  the  General  Court  dismissed  this  petition.  The  same  disposi- 
tion was  made  of  a  similar  petition  by  Benjamin  Dana,  and  others,  a  committee  chosen 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  south  part  of  the  town,  which  was  read  March  2,  1748.  On  this 
last  petition,  notice  was  ordered  as  on  the  former  petition,  and  a  commitce  was  appointed 
to  report  what  was  proper  to  be  done,  upon  whose  report  a  joint  committee  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Samuel  Watts  and  Ezekiel  Cheever,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Foster, 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XCII. 
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Hall  and  Miller,  of  the  House,  "  to  repair  to  the  lands  petitioned  for,  hear  the  parties  con- 
cerned, if  they  desire  to  be  heard,  consider  the  circumstances  of  the  petitioners,"  "and 
report,  at  the  next  sitting,  what  they  judge  proper  for  the  Court  to  do  on  this  petition." 
On  the  22d  of  Novembei",  the  report  of  the  committee  last  named,  having  been  made  and 
voted  upon  in  Council,  the  consideration  of  both  the  vote  and  repoi't  was  referred  to  the 
next  sitting  of  the  Court,  "  the  petitioners  to  be  exempted  from  all  parish  fees  to  tlie  first 
precinct,  in  the  mean  time." 

The  prospect  of  a  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  induced  the  first  parish 
in  Cambridge,  by  William  Brattle  and  others,  a  committee  chosen  for  that  purpose,  to 
pray  the  General  Court  to  refrain  from  setting  off"  the  inhabitants  of  the  south  part  of  the 
parish,  "  unless  the  Court  shall  see  meet  to  add  to  the  said  first  parish  a  number  of  f  tmi 
lies  belonging  to  Charlestown  and  Watertown  who  have,  for  divers  years,  attended  tlie 
public  worship  with  them."  Notice  on  this  petition  was  ordered  to  be  served  upon  the 
towns  of  Charlestown  and  Watertown  to  show  cause,  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  next 
sitting  of  the  Assembly,  "  why  James  Miller  and  others,  of  Charlestown,  and  Stephen 
Stearns  and  others,  of  Watertown,  who  are  mentioned  in  said  petition,  should  not  be  set 
off,  with  their  estates  now  in  their  occupations,  to  the  first  precinct  in  Cambridge."  Simi- 
lar notice  was  also  ordered  to  be  served  on  Miller  and  Stearns.  On  the  first  day  of  Fcl)- 
ruary,  1748-49,  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  south  part  of  Cambridge  was  also  referred  to  the  first  Thursday  of 
the  next  sitting  of  the  Assembly,  and  it  was  ordered  "that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  peti- 
tioners be  subjected  to  the  taxes  of  the  first  parish  in  Cambridge,  the  vote  of  this  Court 
*  *  *  notwithstanding."    Both  of  these  petitions  were  eventually  dismissed. 

In  December,  1753,  both  these  projects  were  renewed.  A  petition,  by  the  first  parish, 
to  be  enlarged  by  additions  from  Charlestown  and  Watertown  was  read,  in  the  Council, 
December  8th,  and  a  petition  by  Nathaniel  Cunningham  and  others,  a  committee  of  the 
inhabitants  on  the  south  side  of  Charles  River,  was  read,  in  the  House,  oh  the  17th. 
Notice  was  ordered  on  the  former  of  these  petitions,  returnable  on  the  26th,  and  on  the 
latter,  Jan.  2, 1754. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  the  petitions  were  read  and  considered,  together  with  answers 
to  the  former,  by  the  town  of  Charlestown,  and  by  Thomas  Goddard  and  others,  inhabit- 
ants of  the  part  of  Charlestown  which  the  petitioners  desired  to  have  annexed  to  Cam- 
bridge, and  answers  to  the  latter,  by  the  first  parish,  and  by  Caleb  Dana  and  others, 
inhabitants  of  the  south  side  of  Charles  River ;  whereupon  an  order  was  passed  on  each 
petition,  appointing  Silvanus  Bourn  and  Eleazer  Porter,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs. 
Bradford,  White  and  Spurr,  of  the  House,  a  committee  "to  hear  the  parties,  and,  if  need 
be,  to  i-epair  to  the  lands  petitioned  for,  view  the  same,  and  make  report  to  this  Court,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  what  they  judge  proper  to  be  done  thereon."  This  committee  was 
changed,  on'the  7th,  by  the  substitution  of  Joseph  Pynchon  and  Benjamin  Lincoln,  of  the 
Council,  for  Messrs.  Bourn  and  Porter,  excused. 

The  committee  reported,  April  17,  1754,  on  the  petition  to  have  a  part  of  Watertown, 
with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  annexed  to  the  first  parish,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
be  granted,  which  was  accordingly  done,  on  the  18th,  by  order  of  the  Assembly ;  and  on 
the  23d,  another  order  was  passed  adjusting  the  proportion  of  town,  county,  and 
province  taxes  which  had  been  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  set  off  from 
"Watertown.  The  committee  also  reported  that  the  petition  for  the  annexation  of  a  part 
of  the  territory  and  inhal)itants  of  Charlestown,  and  also  the  petition  from  the  south  side 
of  Charles  River,  be  dismissed.  The  former  report  was  agreed  to,  and  the  petition  was 
dismissed  accordingly.  The  latter  report  was  accepted  by  a  vote  of  the  Council,  when  it 
was  sent  down  for  concurrence ;  whereupon  the  House  passed  an  order  that  the  petition 
and  report  be  referred  to  the  next  May  session  of  the  General  Court,  for  further  considera- 
tion ;  but  as  no  record  of  any  further  proceedings  upon  the  petition  or  this  vote  of  the 
House  has  been  discovered,  it  is  probable  that  the  matter  was  intentionally  dropped  at 
this  stage  and  that  the  report  of  the  committee  was  virtually  accepted. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1758,  Thomas  Sparhawk  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Cambridge 
south  of  Charles  River,  presented  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  praying  to  be  set  off 
from  the  old  parish,  and  enabled  to  settle  and  support  a  minister  among  themselves.  Two 
years  before,  the  inhabitants  of  the  first  parish  had  built  a  meeting-house,  for  the  cost  of 
which,  and  for  other  parish  purposes,  the  petitioners  were  assessed  a  proportionate  sum 
while  for  preaching  in  their  own  meeting-house,  which  was  maintained  at  the  joint  expensi 
of  the  inhabitants  there  and  the  first  parish,  the  contribution  of  the  latter  was  inconsider- 
able—amounting to  but  £10  or  £11,  per  annum. 

Notice  of  this  petition  having  been  served  upon  the  first  parish,  returnable  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  next  (October)  session,  and  the  respondents  having  appeared  and  made 
answer,  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dwight,  White  and  Ruggles,  of  the 
House,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  (Hutchinson)  and  Stephen  Sewall,  of  the  Council, 
was  appointed  Jan.  5,  1759,  "  to  consider  the  petition  and  answer,  hear  the  parties,  and 
report  what  they  judge  proper  for  this  Court  to  do  thereon."  This  committee  reported  on 
the  9th,  whereupon  notice  of  the  pendency  of  the  petition  and  answer  was  ordered  to  be 
served  on  the  town  of  Charlestown,  and  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  "  who  have 
usually  attended  public  worship,  in  the  first  parish  in  the  town  of  Cambridge,"  to  appear 
and  show  cause,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  Assembly,  "  why  the 
prayer  of  the  answer  of  the  town  of  Cambridge  should  not  be  granted." 

On  the  r2th  of  April,  1759,  Sparhawk's  petition  was  read  again,  in  Council,  together 
with  the  answer  of  the  town  of  Charlestown  and  also  of  the  inhabitants  of  tliat  town 
"  more  immediately  concerned,"  and  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  May  session  of  1759.  At  the  same  time  Sparhawk  and  his  associates  presented 
another  petition,  praying  to  be  freed  from  a  tax  of  £100  laid  upon  them  as  their  share  f 
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the  expense  of  building  the  new  meeting-house  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  "  and  from 
other  charges  that  have  arisen,  or  may  arise,  upon  account  of  said  house." 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1759,  the  petition  last  mentioned  was  read,  together  with  the 
answer  of  the  first  parish  in  Cambridge,  and  these,  as  well  as  the  former  petition  of  Spar- 
hawk,  and  the  accompanying  papers,  were  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of 
Lieut.-Governor  Hutchinson  .and  Stephen  Sewall,  ofthe  Council,  and  the  Speaker  (Samuel 
White),  and  Messrs  Dwight  and  Turner,  ofthe  House,  to  take  them  under  consideration, 
"and  make  report  at  the  next  sitting  of  this  Court,  what  they  shall  judge  proper  for  this 
Court  to  do  in  said  affair."  This  committee  reported,  March  28, 1760,  that  they  had  fully 
considered  the  subject,  and  that  it  appeared  to  them  "that  the  very  great  difficulties 
which  attend  the  petitioners  make  it  necessary  that  they  should  be  separated  from  the 
first  parish  in  Cambridge;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  said  petitioners  are  not  sufficient  for  a 
parish,"  the  committee  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  petitioners,  "  together  with  all  the 
other  inhabitants  and  all  the  lands  in  said  town  of  Cambridge  lying  and  being  to  the 
south  of  Charles  River,  be  erected  into  a  distinct  and  separate  precinct  or  parish,  with  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  which  precincts  or  parishes  bj'  law  do  or  may  enjoy."  The 
committee  also  recommended  the  annexiition  of  a  part  of  the  territory  and  inhabitants  of 
Charlestown  to  the  first  parish  in  Cambridge,  to  compensate  for  the  loss  by  this  division, 
and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  precinct  be  exempted  from  all  contributions  towards 
building  the  new  meeting-house  in  the  old  parish,  except  what  they  had  promised  by  vol- 
unt.ary  subscription. 

The  consideration  of  this  report  was  referred  by  the  Assembly  to  the  first  Friday  of  the 
next  session,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  same  committee  was  "  directed  to  repair  to  Charles- 
town  and  view  the  lands  which  they  have  proposed  should  be  annexed  to  Cambridge 
first  parish  and  to  ascertain  the  boundary  line  proposed ;"  and  it  was  ordered  "  that  all 
proceedings  with  regard  to  the  levying  any  taxes  on  the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge  on 
the  south  side  of  Charles  River,  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time." 

On  the  lOth  of  June  the  above  committee  was  changed  by  the  substitution  of  John 
Cushing  and  Benjamin  Lincoln,  of  the  Council,  for  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Judge 
Sewall ;  and,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1761,  the  committee  made  their  report,  which  was  read, 
in  the  Council,  and  accepted  by  a  vote  in  which  the  House  nonconcurred.  The  report 
was  then  recommitted  for  further  consideration,  and,  on  the  next  d.ay,  was  ag.ain  sub- 
mitted and  accepted  and  the  following  order  was  passed  thereon :  — 

"  Ordered  That  the  Inhabitants  of^  Charlestown  with  their  Lands  included  within  the 
Lines  following  be  and  hereby  are  .annexed  to  the  first  Precinct  in  Cambridge  viz'.  The 
Salt  Water  Creek  that  runs  between  the  late  Lieu'..  Governor  Phips's  Farm,  and  the  Farm 
late  of  J.amcs  Miller  deceased  up  to  the  Bridge  called  Ballards  Bridge,  and  from  thence 
to  the  North  westei  l.y  Corner  of  the  Land  belonging  to  John  Codmau  and  his  wife,  and 
from  thence  across  the  Country  Road  and  the  Land  of  James  Pearce  to  the  East  end  of 
the  middle  Lane  so  called,  and  from  thence  up  along  middle  lane  Hill  until  it  comes  to 
the  Westerly  end  thereof,  and  from  thence  to  the  Stone  Powder  house,  and  the  same 
Course  to  Medford  Lane,  and  upon  all  other  parts  upon  Medford  and  Cambridge  Lines 
unless  they  shall  \vithin  two  Months  give  securit.v  to  the  Treasurer  in  the  First  Parish  in 
said  Cambridge  for  the  annual  payment  of  their  equal  proportion  of  the  Charges  arising 
in  said  Parish  for  the  support  of  the  public  Worship  of  God  there,  so  long  as  they  attend 
the  said  Worship  and  until  the  further  Order  of  this  Court.  And  that  all  the  Lands 
belonging  to  any  Inhabitants  of  said  first  Precinct  included  within  any  of  the  Bounds 
aforesaid  he  for  the  future  taxed  to  the  support  of  the  Ministry  in  said  first  Parish  until 
this  Court  shall  otherwise  order. 

And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  Petitioners  who  live  on  the  South  side  of  said  River 
together  with  such  of  the  aforesaid  Inhaljitants  of  Charlestown  as  have  not  Pews  in  the 
New  Meeting  house  in  said  Parish  be  excused  paying  any  part  of  the  charges  already 
incurred  by  .the  P.arish  in  building  the  said  House,  and  th.at  the  Committee  of  those  who 
congregate  on  the  South  side  of  said  River  from  time  to  time  draw  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
said  first  Parish  the  sum  of  Fifty  two  pounds  lawful  Money  yearly  and  every  year  for 
the  support  of  preaching  in  the  said  Meeting  house  on  the  South  side  of  said  River  until 
this  Court  shall  otherwise  Order. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Concurred 

Consented  to  by  the  Governor."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXlII.,p.  749. 

This  settlement  of  the  difficulties  between  the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Charles,  and  their  brethren  of  the  first  parish,  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  former 
for  some  thirteen  years,  when  they  renewed  their  efforts  for  procuring  a  separation  by 
presenting  to  the  General  Court,  the  following  petition  :  — 

"To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq^,  Governor  in  chief  in  and  over  his 
Majesty's  Province  of  the  Masachusetts  Bay  in  New-enghand ;  The  Honourable  his 
Majesty's  Council,  &  the  house  of  Representatives,  now  convened  &  setting  in  the  Town 
of  Boston,  This  26tii  day  of  januiiry  1774. 

The  Petition,  of  the  Inhfibitants  of  the  first  Parrish  in  Cambridge,  living  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  humbly  sheweth,  that  your  Petitioners,  have  for  a  long  time  laboured 
under  many  disadvantages  and  great  inconveniencies,  in  not  having  a  Gospel  Minister 
sctled  with  them,  which  gives  them  occasion  to  intreat,  that  you  will  take  into  consisdera- 
tion,  their  Situation,  State  and  Circumstances ;  and  that  your  Excellency  and  Honours 
may  have  a  true  knowledge  thereof.  We  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  about  forty  years 
past  the  Gospel  was  first  preached  amongst  us ;  it  being  impracticable,  when  the  tides 
were  high,  and  the  snow  and  ice  lodged  on  the  coasway,  leading  to  the  Town  of  Cam- 
bridge, to  pass  and  repass,  (being  then  few  in  number  to  what  we  are  now,)  we  purchased 
an  house  to  meet  in  for  bublick  worship,  and  in  about  ten  years  after,  at  our  own  ex- 
pence,  built  an  house  for  that  purpose ;  &  about  the  year  60,  we  tipplyed  to  the  then  Gen- 
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eral  Assembly,  that  they  would  take  our  unhappy  Situation  into  their  cosiileratioii ;  and 
relieve  us,  in  such  manner,  as  they  should  see  best;  but  the  town  of  Cambridge  mailing 
considerable  opposition  to  our  proceedings,  the  general  Assembly  saw  fit  to  decline  acting 
upon  it,  and  giving  us  relief  in  the  way  we  are  now  seeking  it;  but  ordered  that  £52  per 
annum  be  paid  out  of  the  Parish  Rate,  for  the  support  of  preaching  on  the  south  side  of 
the  River;  and  annexed  part  of  Charlestown  and  Watertown  to  the  first  parish  of  Cam- 
bridge; but  we  finding  that  sum  not  sufficient  to  the  support  of  an  ordain'd  minister,  have 
for  more  than  thirty  Years  been  without;  and  also  have  been  put  to  much  difficulty  to  get 
an  ordained  minister  to  Baptize  our  children,  and  .have  never  had  the  ordinance  of  tbc 
Lord's  supper  administered  amongst  us,  and  we  apprehend  that  many  of  our  children  that 
are  arrived  to  Man's  estate  have  never  seen  that  ordinance  administred  and  notwithstand- 
ing we  have  a  most  worthy  Minister  Doct^  Appleton,  on  the  other  side  of  the  River,  yet 
his  great  age,  and  his  often  indisposition,  prevents  him,  (as  he  has  signified  in  his  Letter 
to  us,)  from  affording  us  that  advice  and  instruction,  he  otherwise  willingly  would,  and 
which  he  is  sensible  that  we  often  stand  in  need  of,  for  many  times,  when  our  friends  are 
upon  their  death  beds,  they  have  no  Minister,  either  to  pray  with  them,  or  afford  them 
any  advice,  or  instruction,  in  their  dying  moments  —  We  are  also  deprived  of  having  A 
discreet  Minister,  to  set  any  example  before,  and  instruct  our  Children  in  the  knowledge 
that  is  necessary  to  eteranal  salvation ;  and  while  we  remain  in  this  unsetled  state,  we 
discourage  many  sober  families,  from  selling  with  us  —  For  these  and  many  other  weighty 
reasons,  that  may  be  offered,  we  intreat  your  Excellency  &  honours,  that  you  will  author- 
ise us  to  settle  a  gospel  minister  amongst  us;  and  also  order  that  the  whole  society  be 
taxed  for  the  support  of  the  two  Ministers  to  be  paid  out  of  the  parrish  treasury  ;  l>ut  if 
that  shall  not  be  thought  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  Parish,  then,  we  pray,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants, together  with  all  the  Lands  on  the  south  side  of  the  River,  may  be  sat  off,  (as  the 
River  runs,)  as  far  as  the  Bridge,  as  a  distinct  Parrish  or  Presinct;  and  your  Petitioners, 
as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 


a  Commite  In  behalf  of 
the  society  on  the  South 
side  of  the  River."  —  Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  14,  j).  710. 


John  Dennie 

Abijah  Learned 

Eliphelet  Robbins 

Nathl  Sparhawke 

James'  Bryant 
On  the  22d  of  February,  1774,  notice  of  this  petition  was  'ordered  to  be  served  on  the 
first  parish  in  Cambridge,  thirty  days,  at  least,  before  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Court,  that  they  may  appear  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  that  session,  and  show  cause  "  why 
the  prayer  of  said  petition,  in  one  or  the  other  instance,  should  not  be  granted."  Before 
the  return  day.  Governor  Gage  suddenly  adjourned  the  General  Court  to  Salem,  and  this 
petition  does  not  appear  to  have  been  considered  during  the  remaining  days  of  that  short 
Ijut  eventful  session. 

Three  years  subsequent  to  the  reorganization  of  the  Legislature,  and  after  the  most 
pressing  public  business  had  been  despatched,  the  inhabitants  of  the  southerly  part  of 
Cambridge  again  applied  to  the  Assembly  in  the  following  petition :  — 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Council,  and  Representatives  of  the  State  of  the  Massachusets 
Bay  now  Sitting  in  Boston  this  16*  of  September  1778 

The  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  first  parish  in  Cambridge  Liveing  on  the  South 
side  of  Charles  River,  Humbly  Sheweth,  that  your  petitioners  have  for  a  long  time 
laboured  under  many  disadvantages  and  great  inconveneinces  in  not  having  a  Gospel 
Minister  settled  with' them,  which  gives  them  Ocasion  to  intreat  that  you  will  take  into 
your  consideration  their  Situation  &  Circumstances,  and  that  your  honors  may  have  a 
true  knoledge  thereof;  We  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  about  fifty  Years  past  the  Gos- 
pel was  first  preached  amongst  us,  it  being  impractable  when  the  Tides  were  high  &  the 
Snow  &  Ice  lodged  on  the  Causeway  leading  to  the  town  of  Cambridge  to  pass  &  repass ; 
being  then  few  in  Number  to  what  we  are  now,  We  purchased  a  house  to  meet  in  for  pub- 
lick  Worship :  And  in  about  ten  years  after,  at  our  own  expence  built  a  House  for  that 
purpose,  and  about  the  Year  1760J  We  applied  to  the  then  General  Assembly  that  they 
would  take  our  unhappy  Situation  into  their  consideration  and  releive  us  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  should  seam  best.  But  the  town  of  Cambridge  makeing  considerable  opposition  to 
us,  the  General  Assemljly  saw  fit  to  decline  acting  apon  it,  but  Ordered  that  fifty  two 
pounds  per  Annum  be  paid  out  of  the  parish  Rate  for  the  support  of  preaching  on  the 
south  side  of  the  River  and  anexed  part  of  Charleston,  and  Watertown  to  the  first  parish 
of  Cambridge,  but  we  finding  that  sum  not  sufficient  to  the  support  of  an  Ordained  Min- 
ister, have,  for  more  then  thirty  nine  Y'ears  been  without,  and  at  this  time  as  the  preachers 
ask  us  together  with  their  keeping  is  three  hundred  per  Year  at  least,  and  said  52£  jiays 
but  about  1/6'h  of  it  Which  over  plush  is  paid  Ijy  about  one  half  of  us  by  Subscription  : 
And  we  have  allso  been  put  to  much  difficulty  to  get  an  Ordained  Minister  to  Baptize  our 
Children,  and  have  never  had  the  Ordinance  of  the  Lords  Supper  Administred  amoungst  us, 
and  we  apprehend,  that  many  of  our  Children  that  are  arived  to  mans  estate  have  never 
seen  that  Ordinance  adminestred ;  This  is  so  malancoly  a  case  that  perhaps  a  paralal  is 
not  to  be  found  in  this  State;  And  notwithstanding  we  have  a  most  worthy  Minister 
Doer  Appleton  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River,  Yet,  his  great  Age  and  often  Inflrmitys 
prevents  him  (as  he  has  signified  to  us  by  his  Letter)  from  affording  us  that  advice  &  In- 
strction  he  otherwise  wiUingly  would,  and  which  he,  &  we,  are  sensable  we  often  stand 
in  need  of,  for  many  times  when  our  friends  are  apon  their  Death  Beds  they  have  no 
Minister  either  to  pray  with  them,  or,  afford  them  any  advice,  or  Instruction  in  tlicir  dying 
momenta  as  som  of  our  people  live  four  miles  from  Doc;  Appletons  dwelling  &  Meeting 
house  —  We  are  allso  deprived  of  haveing  a  discreet  Minister  to  set  any  Exami)le  before, 
and  instruct  us  &  our  Children  in  the  way  that  is  necescary  to  Eternal  Salvation;  And 
while  we  continue  in  this  unsetled  state  we  discourage  many  Sober  famalys  from  settling 
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amongst  us  — For  those  &  many  other  weighty  reasons  that  may  be  offered,  We,  Intreat 
your  Honors  that  you  will  Autharize  us  to  Settle  a  Gospel  Minister  amongst  us.  And  allso 
order  that  the  whole  Society  be  Taxed  for  the  support  of  two  Ministers  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  parish  Treasury,  But  if  that  shall  not  be  thought  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish. 
Then  we  pray,  that,  the  Inhabitants  togather  with  all  the  Lands  on  the  South  side  of  the 
River  may  be  set  off  as  the  River  runs  as  a  distinct  parish  or  precinct,  And  would  add,  by 
Nature  the  River  seems  to  make  a  proper  Division. — 

We  allso  request,  that  your  Honors  will  Order  us  when  you  set  us  off  a  just  proportion 
of  any  Donations  that  have  heretofore  bin  given  towards  the  Support  of  the  Ministry  in 
Cambridge.  — 

And  your  Petetioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray.  — 

E^^PHFyPT^oBHTisrs  I    ^  Committee  In  Behalf  of 
iBi'irSAKr"'       ^b?  Society  on  the  South 
Edwakd  Jackson      j     '}^^  °V  ooo'"''^  ^7  ""''^  m 
Benjamin  Baker      J  ^^"^■'  ^"^^  ^^^'PP-  ^7  «»««  90- 
On  the  29th  of  the  same  month  (Sept.  1778),  the  parish  committee  of  the  first  parish 
were  ordered  to  be  served  with  a  copy  of  the  above  petition  and  of  the  resolve  *  ordering 
notice  thereon  returnable  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next  (January)  sitting  of  the 
General  Court.    Before  the  time  appointed  for  a  hearing  on  this  petition,  the  following 
memorials  from  proprietors  of  land  south  of  the  Charles,  were  presented :  — 
"  To  the  Hon'  Councel  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen'  Court  assembled 
The  Memorial  of  the  subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  First  Parrish  in  Cambride  Living  on 
the  North  side  of  Charles  River  in  s^  Town    Humbly  sheweth, 

That  your  Memorialists  are  owners  of  Considerable  Tracts  of  Land  Lying  on  the  South 
side  of  said  River  and  Contiguous  to  the  same  but  within  the  Bounds  of  the  Preccinct 
Prayed  for  by  John  Tudor  Esq"'  and  others,  and  as  said  Lands  are  Much  Nearer  to  the 
old  Meeting  House  than  to  the  New  one,  and  Would  bring  the  Line  of  the  Proposed  Prec- 
cinct Within  about  one  quarter  of  a  Mile  of  the  old  Meeting  House  for  these  and  other 
Reasons  that  might  be  mentioned  your  Memorialists  Most  Humbly  and  Earnestly  Pray 
that  If  your  Honours  should  set  of  said  Proposed  Parrish  your  Hon^  Would  not  Include 
our  Lands  within  the  same  it  being  Much  Against  our  Interest  and  inclination  and  your 
Petetioners  as  in  Duty  bound  Will  Ever  Pray  &c 
Cambridge  January  12*  1779 

Ebenb  Stedman  Edm.  Trowbridge 

Saml  Whittemore  Owen  Warland 

Edw»  Marrett  Ebenezr  Bradish 

Thomas  Marsh  Abra^    Watsot^."  — Ibid.,  p.  80. 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  the 
Massachucetts  Bay,  in  General  Court  assembled,  the  Memorial  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Southerly  Part  of  the  first  Parish  in  Cambridge  humbly  Sheweth,— 

That  whereas  Several  other  Persons  inhabiting  the  Southerly  Part  of  the  Said  Parish, 
have  a  Petition  now  depending  before  your  Honours  praying  that  thay  may  be  formed 
into  a  distinct  Parish,  and  that  all  the  Lands  on  the  South  Side  of  Charls  River  may  be 
made  Part  of  the  same,  we  the  subscribers  pray  your  Honours  Still  to  continue  us  with 
our  Estates  to  the  old  Parish,  Shuld  you  in  your  wisdom  See  fit  to  grant  the  Prayer  of 
Said  Petitioners  in  part,  for  the  Reasons  following.  — 

That  we  and  our  families  have  always  congregated  with  the  old  Parish,  that  we  have 
been  at  our  full  Proportion  of  the  Tax  theree  in  building  the  meeting  House,  and  that  we 
nave  good  Seats  in  the  same,  —  That  the  Roads  leading  to  the  Said  meeting  house  are 
remarkably  good ;  wheras  Shuld  we  be  obliged  to  assemble  with  Said  Petitioners,  we 
Should  have  bad  Roads  and  to  some  of  us  the  Distance  would  be  a  third  more  and  that 
the  said  Petitioners  have  not  any  Seats  in  their  Meeting  House,Shuld  we  be  incorporated 
with  them  into  a  distinct  Parish,  for  our  accomidation,  and  that  when  a  like  Petition 
was  formerly  before  the  General  Court,  on  an  Application  from  our  Fathers  a  Large  Com- 
mittee of  both  Houses  was  appointed  to  view  the  Ground  and  hear  what  might  be  offered 
for  or  against  Said  Petition  who  after  a  full  hearing  reported  to  the  Hon,'''''  Court  that  the 
same  Shuld  be  dismiscd  — 

That  your  Memorialists  for  the  Reasons  aforesaid  doubt  not  but  that  your  Honours 
will  in  your  Wisdom  See  fitt  to  continue  us  and  our  Estates  to  the  old  Parish,  and  your 
memorialists  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray 

Samuel  Sparhawke  Samuel  Griggs 

John  Gardner  Moses  Griggs 

Joanna  Gardner  John  Griggs. 

Edward  Hastings."  —  Ibid.,  p.  88. 
The  first  parish  also  returned  the  following  answei  :  — 

"  The  Committe  appointed  by  the  first  Parish,  in  the  Town  of  Cambridge,  to  make 
answer  to  a  petition  preferred  to  the  great  and  general  Court  by  the  Inhabitants  of  said 
Parish  living  on  the  south  Side  Charles  River,  (which  we  think  would  have  been  better 
expressed,  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  &c :  As  we  are  convinced  that  there  are  several 
Families  on  that  Side  against  the  petition)  praying  that  your  Honors  will  authorize  them 
to  settle  a  Gospel  Minister  among  them,  and  also  order  that  the  whole  Society  (by  which 
we  suppose  they  mean,  the  parish)  be  taxed  for  the  Support  of  two  Ministers,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  Parish  Treasmy,  or  otherwise  that  all  the  Lands  on  the  south  Side  the  River 
may  be  set  off  as  the  River  runs,  as  a  distinct  parish  or  Precinct,  and  then  add,  that 
by  nature  the  River  seems  to  make  a  proper  Division,  and  pray  that  your  Honors  would 

*  Printed  reeolves,  chapter  XLV. 
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order  them  a  just  proportion  of  any  Donations,  that  have  heretofore  been  given  towards 
the  Support  of  the  Ministry  in  Cambridge  &c — 

Beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Honors  by  vp-ay  of  Answer,  and  the  first  thing  we  shall 
take  notice  of  in  tlie  petition  is,  an  Assertion  that  for  more  than  thirty  Years  they  have 
been  without  an  ordained  Minister,  which  mode  of  expression  we  do  not  fully  compre- 
hend, why  they  fix  it  at  thirty  odd  Years,  and  not  at  the  Incorporation  of  the  Town,  or 
why  it  may  with  propriety  be  said,  they  have  no  gospel  Minister  when  they  are  of  the 
same  parish  with  us,  on  the  north  Side  the  River,  &.  Intitled  to  all  parish  Privileges  in 
conamon  with  us :  Another  difficulty  complained  of  is,  that  they  have  no  Ordained  Min- 
ister to  baptize  then*  Children,  and  have  never  had  the  Ordinance  of  the  Lords  Supper 
administred  among  them.  We  apprehend  no  great  Difficulty  in  occasionally  coming 
three  or  at  most  not  more  than  four  Miles,  when  a  number  of  Families  north  of  the  River 
have  to  travel  more  than  half  that  distance  every  Sabbath  to  attend  publick  Worship,  by 
reason  of  the  Meeting-house  being  placed  so  near  the  River  in  complisancetothem,  when 
neither  they,  nor  theii'  Estates,  were  subjected  to  any  Tax  incm-ed  by  building  said  Meet- 
ing-house, excepting  those  that  usually  congregate  with  us :  We  agree  with  our  Brethi-en 
on  that  Side,  that  it  is  a  very  malancholy  case  indeed,  that  their  Children  have  arrived  to 
mans  Estate,  and  never  seen  the  Ordinances  administred,  when  they  acknowledge  they 
have  a  most  worthy  minister  within  three  or  four  Miles ;  And  if  they  are  deprived  of  pri- 
vate Advice  and  Instruction  from  our  Reverend  pasture,  by  reason  of  his  great  age  and 
often  Infirmities,  Are  we  not  under  the  same  Disadvantages  in  common  with  thenr  ?  We 
on  the  north  Side  of  the  River  being  so  impoverished  in  the  Course  of  the  present  War, 
that  we  are  unable  to  support  one  Minister  in  a  decent  Manner,  much  less  to  contribute 
largely  to  the  Support  of  another,  which  must  be  the  case  if  your  Honors  should  see  fit 
to  graiit  the  prayer  of  the  first  part  of  their  petition ;  They  have  annually  drawn  as  much 
Money  from  the  Parish  Treasury  as  the  Amount  of  their  parish  Tax  for  near  twenty  Years 
last  past  and  in  some  Instances  more ;  Although  not  satisfied  therewith.  And  whereas 
several  persons  of  property  whqse  personal  Estates  paid  veiy  considerably  to  the  Support 
of  the  Gospel,  are  removed  from  among  us,  as  well  as  om-  Charlestown  Neigh])ours 
annexed  to  us,  as  mention'd  in  said  petition,  are  greatly  diminished  both  in  nmnbers  and 
personal  Estates  And  by  nature  we  are  deprived  of  the  Advantage  arising  from  ti-ade  by 
our  Situation  lying  between  two  capital  Roads  having  less  Land  to  improve  than  most 
parishes  in  this  State  if  improved,  whereas  there  are  two  or  three  Hundred  Acres  unim- 
proved, some  part  taken  up  in  Forts  or  Redoubts,  and  others  being  unfenced  lying  con- 
tiguous thereto,  the  Fences  having  repeatedly  been  distroyed,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
War.  And  with  respect  to  the  other  part  of  their  petition  (viz)  being  set  off  to  the  River 
where  they  say  nature  has  formed  a  proper  Division.  Beg  leave  to  observe,  that  we  should 
be  highly  gratified  in  complying  with  their  Request,  if  comprized  within  the  Bounds  of 
Reason  and  Justice,  that  is  if  they  would  be  content  with  the  Inhabitants  who  usually 
assemble  on  that  side,  and  the  Lands  owned  by  them.  But  that  they  should  bo  desirous  to 
oblige  a  number  of  Families  to  pay  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  the  Gospel,  where  they  do 
not  congregate,  and  where  it  would  it  *  uery  inconvenient  for  them,  (the  difficulty  of  the 
Tides  Snow  and  Ice  as  mentioned  in  said  petition  notwithstanding)  is  to  us  very  extraor- 
dinary but  much  more  so,  that  they  should  even  wish  to  Count  in  about  three  Hunrh-ed 
Acres  of  the  Best  Lands  in  tbe  parish  owned  by  the  Inhabitants  north  of  said  River,  to 
inable  them  to  support  the  gospel  amongst  them,  is  what  we  trust  your  Honors  never  will 
do ;  Which  would  bring  the  line  within  less  than  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  of  said  Meeting- 
house, Especially  as  when  we  were  about  building  said  House  a  number  of  the  principle 
Inhabitants  on  the  South  Side  urged  the  improbability  of  their  continuing  to  have  preach- 
ing amongst  them,  and  were  instrumental  in  having  said  House  erected  so  near  said  River. 
For  these  and  many  other  Reasons,  which  might  be  aduced,  we  pray  your  Honors  will  in 
great  Wisdom  dissmiss  the  petition,  and  not  gratify  them  with  our  Intrest,  to  the  Ruin  of 
that  part  of  the  parish,  north  of  Charles  River — 

Sami-  Thatcher      "| 

Cambridge  14'i»  Jany  1779  Abram  Watson        (       Parish 

Eben"  Stedman       I     Committe." 
ThoS;  Farrington  J       — Ibid.,  p.  81. 

The  foregoing  petition,  memorials  and  answer  were  immediately  referred  to  a  joint  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Nathan  Cushing  and  Joseph  Simpson,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs. 
Ball,  Wood  and  Farley,  of  the  House,  "  to  hear  the  parties,  and  report  what  may  be 
proper  to  be  done  thereon." 

On  the  17th  of  February,  the  committee  reported  as  follows :  — 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  was  committed  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  first  Precinct  in  Cambridge  living  on  the  South  Side  of  Charles  River,  and 
also  the  Answer  thereto  &  other  papers  accompanying  the  Same,  have  considered  the  Same, 
and  fully  heard  the  Parties ;  And  i^eg  leave  to  Report  in  favour  of  the  Inhabitants  to- 
gether with  all  the  Lands  on  the  South  Side  of  said  River  within  said  Town  of  Cambridge 
being  set  off  as  the  River  runs  into  a  separate  Precinct,  excepting  Samuel  Sparhawke, 
John  Gardner,  Joanna  Gardner  &  Moses  Griggs  and  their  Estates,  who  shall  bo  exempted 
from  all  Ministerial  Taxes  to  said  Precinct  so  long  as  they  sball  live  or  reside  within  tho 
same,  or  untill  they  or  either  of  them  shall  give  their  names  into  the  Secratarv's  Office  of 
this  State,  desiring  that  they  with  their  Estates  may  be  considered  as  part  of  said  Pre- 
cinct, then  in  that  case,  they  with  their  Estates  shall  be  recorded  as  part  of  said  Precinct, 
and  shall  do  duty  &  receive  privileges  accordingly. — and  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  for  the 
purposes  aforementioned,  all  which  is  humbly  submitted.—  • 

N  Gushing  ^  order."  —  I6i«J.,  p.  85. 

*  Sic:  be? 
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This  report  was  read  in  ttie  Council  and  not  accepted,  and  an  order  was  passed,  and  sent 
down  for  concurrence,  "  that  Walter  Spooner  and  Moses  Gill,  with  such  as  the  honorable 
House  may  join,  be  a  committee  to  repair  to  the  first  precinct  in  Cambridge,  and  to  view 
the  same,  hear  the  parties,  and  report  what  they  may  judge  proper  to  be  done  thereon,  at 
the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Asscmlily,"  whereupon  the  House  voted  to  concur  in  the 
order,  "  as  taken  into  a  new  draught."  The  new  draught  was  in  the  form  of  a  resolve,* 
as  follows :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusets  Bay       In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feby.  19  1779 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  first  Precinct  in  Cambridge  living  upon  the 
South  Side  of  Chailes  River  praying  to  be  set  off  into  a  distinct  Parish. 

Resolved  that  Walter  Spooner,  Moses  Gill  Esq^^  &  M''  Gray  M''  Parker  &  Majf  Wash- 
burn— be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the  first  Precinct  in  Cambridge  to  view  the  same  hear 
the  Parties  &  report  what  they  may  judge  proper  to  be  done  thereon  at  the  next  Sitting  of 
the  General  assembly —  &  that  the  Expence  of  this  Business  shall  be  settled  as  this  Court 
shall  hereafter  order."  —  Ibid.,  p.  87. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  the  committee  last  appointed  made  the  following  report :  — 

"  The  Com?|£  of  both  houses  appointed  to  repair  to  [the  first  precinct  t]  in  Cambridge  to 
view  the  same  hear  the  parties  and  [Repoi-t  what  theyt]  may  judge  proper  to  be  done 
thereon. 

have  attended  that  sarvis,  view'd  the  primises  heard  the  parties,  and  duly  considred 
thereon —  Report  as  followeth,  that  the  Inhaljetants  of  the  Town  of  Camberidge  Living 
on  the  south  side  of  Charles  River  with  all  the  Lauds  in  s^  Town  laying  on  the  south  side 
of  s<i  River,  be  set  of  into  a  seperate  Precient  as  s^  River  runs,  Excepting  Samuel  Spar- 
hawke,  John  Gardner,  Joanna  Gardner,  &  Moses  Griggs,  &  their  Estates,  who  shall  be 
exempted  from  all  Ministerial  taxes  to  s<\  Precient  so  long  as  they  shall  live  or  reside 
within  the  same,  or  uutill  they  or  Either  of  them  shall  give  their  Names  into  the  Secra- 
tary,*  office  of  this  state,  desiring  that  they  with  then-  Estates  may  be  Consicked  as  part 
of  sd  Precient,  then  in  that  case  they  with  their  Estates  shall  be  Recorded  as  part  of 
6^  Precient,  and  shall  do  duty  &  receive  privileges  accordingly— and  that  a  Bill  be  brought 
in  for  the  purposes  aforementioned,    all  which  is  submited 

W  Spooner    by  order 

In  Council  April  224  1779    Read  &  Accepted 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery    D  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  22<i  1779    Read  &  concurrd 

JoH  [n  Pit]  CKEEiNG    Spk^."  —  IMd.,  p.  76. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  accordingly  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  April  24th,  and 
a  second  time  on  the  26th.  On  the  27th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  House, 
and  sent  up  for  concurrence,  whereupon  it  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  Council,  the  same 
day,  and  on  the  30th,  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  an  amendment 
inserting  the  words  "  their  hehs  and  assigns,"  after  "  Griggs^'  in  the  second  line  of  the 
second  section.  The  House  refused  to  concm-  in  this  proposed  amendment,  and  voted  to 
adhere  to  their  own  vote.  On  the  same  day  the  Council  voted  to  concm-  with  the  House, 
and  the  next  day  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

An  unsuccessful  effort  was  made,  the  next  year,  to  have  this  act  amended,  by  additional 
legislation,  as  follows  :  — 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representativs  of  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chucetts  Bay  in  Generall  court  assembled,  the  Memorial  of  John  Gardner  Samuel  Spar- 
hawke  Joanna  Gardner  &  Moses  Griggs  Inhabitants  of  the  fh-st  Precinct  of  the  Town  of 
Cambridge,  humbly  Sheweth, — 

That  in  the  act  of  the  General  Court  passed  may  l^t  1779  entitled  an  act  for  dividing 
and  setting  ofi"  the  southerly  Part  of  the  first  Precinct  in  the  Town  of  Cambridge,  in  the 
County  of  middlesex,  into  a  separate  Precinct,  by  the  Name  of  tlie  South  Precinct  it  is 
expressly  provided,  that  your  memorialists  and  "their  present  Estates,  Shall  be  exempted 
from  all  ministerial  Taxes  to  Said  South  Precinct,  so  long  as  thay  shall  live  and  reside 
within  the  same,  or  untill  thay,  or  either  of  them  shall  give  their  Names  into  the  Secre- 
taries office  of  the  State  desu-ing  that  thay  with  their  Estates  may  be  considered  as  Part 
of  Said  South  Precinct,  then  &  in  that  case,  thay  with  their  Estates,  shall  be  considered 
as  Part  of  Said  Soiith  Precinct  and  do  Duty  and  receive  Priviliges  accordingly, 

That  by  the  last  recited  Passage  yom-  memorialists,  as  well  as  the  first  Precinct  in  Cam- 
bridge estem  themselves  and  their  Estats  as  properly  belonging  to  and  Part  of  the  first 
Precinct  in  Cambridge,  notwithstanding  their  local  Situation,  and  enthely  disconnected 
with  the  South  Precinct  untill  thay  shall  give  in  then-  Names  into  the  Secratary's  office, 
signifying  then-  Desire  to  be  annexed  to  the  said  South  Precinct, 

That  the  first  Precinct  in  Cambridge  putting  the  Same  Construction  on  the  afore  recited 
Passage,  have  taxed  your  memorialists  and  theu*  Estats  in  all  Precinct  assessments,  those 
for  raising  Soldiers  as  well  as  others, — 

That  the  South  Precinct,  putting  a  differant  Constniction  on  the  Said  Passage,  have  in 
Two  instances  taxed  yom*  memorialists  and  their  Estats  to  raise  money  to  recruit  Soldiers 
for  the  army,.  Tho  we  and  our  Estates  weare  at  the  same  time  taxed  by  the  fh-st  Precinct, 
for  the  same  pm-pose. 

To  prevent  aney  like  double  Taxation  in  future  and  every  other  Inconvenience  that  may 
arise  to  us  from  such  different  Constniction  of  the  afore  cited  Pascage  your  memorialists 
humltly  pray  that  your  Honours  by  an  act  in  addition  to  tlie  act  kforsad  would  declare 
your  memorialists  and  their  Estats  lying  in  Cambridge  on  the  South  Side  of  Charles 
River,  to  be  of  the  first  Precinct  in  Said  Town,  and  that  you  would  also  &ee  them  and 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  session,  chapter  CXCVI. 
t  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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their  Heirs  and  their  Estats  as  bove  described,  from  every  Kind  of  Taxation  by  Vertue 
of  any  "Vote  of  the  South  Precinct  in  Cambridge  j  and  your  memorialists  as  in  Duty  bound 
Shall  ever  pray  John  Gardner 

Samuel  Sparhawke 
Moses  Griggs 

Joanna   Gardner." — Mass.  Files: 
House,  no.  614. 

On  the  19th  day  of  September,  1780,  a  resolve  was  passed  ordering  notice  to  be  served 
on  the  first  and  second  precincts  in  Cambridge,  to  appear  and  show  cause,  "  if  any  they 
have,"  on  tlie  26th,  upon  which  day  a  joint  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Joseph 
Dorr,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Fairbanlis  and  Whitney,  of  the  House,  "  to  taUe  this 
petition  into  consideration,  hear  the  parties,  and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done 
thereon."  This  committee  made  the  following  report,  which  was  read  in  the  House  on 
the  30th,  and  accepted  by  both  branches :  — 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition  of  John  Gardner,  & 
others, — Having  attended  that  Service,  hear'd  the  Parties,  and  Considered  their  Reasons — 
Report,  as  their  Opinion,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  withdraw  their  Petition 

Joseph  Dorr    per  Order."  —  Ibid.,  no.  GSi. 

Supplementary  tiote  to  chapter  39.  "  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  House  of  Repre- 
sentitives  June  29*  1779  * 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  tbis  State  be  and  he  hereby  is  Directed  to  Issue  his 
Execution  Immediatly  after  the  First  Day  of  August  Next  against  all  Deficiant  Consta- 
bles and  Collectors  for  the  year  1778  who  Shall  not  Before  that  Time  make  Payment  into 
the  Publick  Treasiuy  of  the  Sums  Due  from  them  Respectively 

Sent  up  tor  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk"; 

In  Council  June  29"}  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Sec/ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  223,  p  388. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sep";  27'J>  1779  + 
Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  is  herel^y  directed  to  send  out  his 
executions  against  all  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  who  shall  be  deficient  on  the  first  day  q£ 
November  next  in  any  of  the  taxes  now  granted  previous  to  the  last 

And  be  it  further  Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  aforsd  be  du'ected  and  he  is  hereby  ac- 
cordingly directed  to  make,  provision  in  the  Executions  he  shall  so  deliver  to  the  Sheriffs 
that  the  same  be  returnable  to  him  in  thirty  days  after  the  date  thereof  and  the  Sheriffs  to 
whom  any  Executions  may  be  deliver^  in  "consiquence  of  this  resolve  are  hereby  requu-ed 
to  govern  themselves  accordingly 

And  be  it  further  Resolved  that  the  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  accordingly  directed 
to  cause  the  foregoing  Resolve  to  be  publish^  in  the  Boston  Thursday  News  Papers  and 
in  the  Essex  and  VV'orcestcr  Papers  as  soon  as  possible  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk' 

In  Council  Sepf.  27'}^  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]  —  Ibid.,  vol.  224,  p.  137. 

Supplementary  note  to  chapttr  48.  The  following  is  the  new  draught  of  the  resolve  of 
March  25, 1776,  referred  tb  in  the  notes  to  1776-77,  chapter  38  (p.  709,  ante),  a,n<!i  chapter  48 
of  this  year :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Rcpresentitivcs  23J't  March  1776 

Whereas  the  Mandamus  Counccllors,  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  and  others  open 
and  avowed  Enemies  to  the  Rights  &  Liberties  of  America  have  departed  the  Town  of 
Boston  through  fear  of  the  American  Arms  and  the  Just  Resentment  of  their  Injured 
Countrynien  Since  the  Nineteenth  day  of  April  1775 

Resolved  that  Mr  Brown  M-;  Speaker  CooiJcrDc  icon  Rawson,  M";  Pitts  and  Colo  Sartcll 
be  a  Committee  to  Repair  to  the  Town  of  Boston  and  take  or  Cause  to  he  taken  a  Just  and 
true  inventory  of  all  the  Estate  Real  and  personal  of  all  Kinds  belonging  lo  Such  persons 
as  have  Departed  the  said  Town  in  manner  as  aforesaid  —  and  Report  the  same  to  tl:is 
Court  as  soon  as  may  be  that  snch  further  proceedings  may  he  had  thereon  as  shall  l)e 
thought  proper  and  that  said  Committee  in  the  mean  time  Cause  such  Effects  to  he 
Keei;red  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  any  Embezzelment  thereof."  —  Mass.  Archives, 
vol.  208. ;;.  226.    Sen,  also,  House  Journal,  p.  40.  , 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  sogsiou,  chapter  CCXVI. 
t  Ibid.,  chapter  LXXXVIII.  t  Altered  to  25th. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  THE  Twenty-sixth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1779. 


CHAPTER  1. 

AN    ACT  FOR   FURTHER  AUGMENTING    CERTAIN   FEES,    ALLOWANCES 
AND  PENALTIES,  ESTABLISHED  BY  LAWS  OF  THIS  STATE. 

Whereas  the  fees  and  allowances  to  civil  officers  and  other  persons,  Preambu. 
as  now  established  by  law,  are  found  very  inadequate  to  their  services 
and  expences,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  Genercd  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  several  officers  and  persons,  except  as  is  of"^|°**^'°° 
hereinafter  excepted,  mentioned  in  an  act  made  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  [i][e]ntitled  "•  An  Act 
for  the  repealing  one  part  of  a  law  of  this  state,  made  and  passed  in  1777-78,  chap,  ir 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
[i][e]ntitled  '  An  Act  for  the  repealing  one  law  of  this  colony,  made 
and  passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary, 
king  and  queen,  [i][e]ntitled  "  An  Act  for  regulating  the  fees  and  al- 
lowances of  the  several  officers  and  persons,  within  this  colony,  here- 
inafter mentioned,'""  be  and  hereby  are  allowed  and  impowered  to 
demand  and  receive  for  their  services,  respectively,  eight  times  the 
fees  and  allowances  established  by  said  act,  instead  of  the  fees  and 
allowances  set  down  therein  ;  anything  in  said  act,  or  in  any  act  relat- 
ing thereto,  notwithstanding. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]     That  sheriffs,  coroners   and   constables  shall   receive  proviso, 
for  levying  monies  upon  writs  of  execution,  or  warrants  of  distress,  % 

for  the  first  one  hundred  pounds  and  under,  ninepence  on  the  pound ; 
above  that,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds,  sixpence  on  the 
pound ;  and  on  all  sums  above  two  hundred  pounds,  and  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  pounds,  threepence  on  the  pound ;  and  on  all  sums 
above  five  hundred  pounds,  twopence,  and  no  more. 
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To  establish 
naval  offloers' 
fees. 


1778-79,  ehap.  21. 


Attorney-gen- 
cral'sffees. 


Said  act  to  con 
tlnue  in  force 
until  the  first 
day  of  January 
next. 


Provided,  also, — 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  fees  to  be  takea  by  the  several  naval  oflScers 
in  this  state,  shall  be  five  times  the  fees  mentioned  in  and  established 
by  said  act,  and  no  more. 

And  ivhereas  the  fines  and  penalties  annexed  to  any  offences  by  the 
laws  of  this  state,  or  to  be  incurred  by  refusing  to  serve  in  any  office, 
or  do  any  duty  required  by  law,  do  not  answer  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended,  — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  all  such  fines  and  penalties  annexed  to  any  of- 
fences, or  to  be  incurred,  as  aforesaid,  by  any  laws  of  this  state, 
whether  known  b}'^  the  name  of  province,  colony,  or  state,  laws  made 
and  enacted  before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight,  shall  be  increased  and  taken  to  be  eight  times 
as  much  as  in  said  acts  they  are  called,  and  no  more  ;  and  all  such 
courts  as  have  now,  or  might  have  had  before  the  enacting  this  law, 
jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  said  offences,  shall  continue  to  have  juris- 
diction of  the  same,  notwiUistauding  the  augmentation  of  the  fines 
and  penalties  ;  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  impose  or  inflict  the 
same,  and  directed  to  give  judgment  accordingly  :  provided,  that  noth- 
ing herein  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  increase  any  corporal  pun- 
ishment incurred  by  any  breach  of  said  laws. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  for  augmenting  cer- 
tain fees,  allowances  and  penalties,  established  by  laws  of  this 
state,"  by  which  the  fees,  allowances  and  penalties,  then  established 
by  law, were  ordered  to  be  increased  threefold,  be  and  hereby  is  re- 
pealed, and  shall  be  taken  to  be  null  and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  there  sliall  be  allowed  to  the  attorney-general, 
or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  [e] specially  appoint,  for  exhibiting 
to  the  justices  of  any  inferiour  court  of  common  pleas  a  complaint 
against  any  person,  claiming  in  such  complaint  such  person's  estate 
as  forfeited  to  this  state  agreeable  to  the  act  for  confiscating  the 
estates  of  absentees,  the  sum  of  six  pounds  :  for  carrying  such  com- 
plaint through  the  inferio[u]r  court,  where  the  claim  is  not  con- 
tested, six  pounds;  where  the  cause  is  contested,  ten  pounds:  for 
carrying  the  same  through  the  superio[u]r  court,  where  an  appeal  is 
made  and  the  cause  is  not  argued,  nine  pounds  ;  and  where  the  same  is 
argued,  twenty  pounds :  the  said  fees  to  the  attorney-general,  or 
such  other  person  as  he  shall  appoint  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  state. 

[Sect.  7.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until  [1]  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  which  will  be  in  the  yeaa-  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  then  next  sitting  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer.  \ Passed 
Jwm  16. 
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CHAPTEK    2. 

AN  ACT  IMPOWERING  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE 
PEACE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE  TO  BUILD  ABRIDGE  OVER 
WESTFIELD  RIVER.  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  NORWICH,  AT  THE  EXPENCE 
OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  MURRAYFIELD,  AND  ON  THEIR  REFUSING 
OR  NEGLECTING  TO  PAY  THE  EXPENCE  THEREOF  TO  MAKE  SALE 
OF  THE  SAID  PROPRIETORS'  UNIMPROV[£]D  LAND  IN  SAID  TOWN 
OF  MURRAYFIELD,  OR  NORWICH,  TO  THE  AMOUNT  AND  EXPENCES 
THEREOF. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  the  court  of  general  sessions   of  the   peace  for  Comtof  gen- 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  and  directed  the'peace'for"^ 
to  build  a  bridge  over  Westfield   River,  in  Norwich,  near  where  two  thecooutyof 
county  roads  meet,  below  the  mill-dam.     And  when  said  bridge  shall  empowered  to 
be  built,  the  person  or  person [s]   so  appointed  to  build  said   bridge  o^er''^eg'j?fij 
shall  lay  the  account  thereof  before  the   said  court  of  general  ses-  River,  in  Nor- 
sions  of  the  peace,  who  are  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  assess  ^**'^; 
the  same  (or  so   much  of  it   as  thev  shall   think  reasonable),  upon  erai sessions" 
John  Chandler,    Timotliy  Payne,  John  Murray   and   Abijah  Willard,  ^™P°g7*''^'^ *'* 
Esq'rs,  the  original  proprietors  of  the  town    of  Murrayfield,  iu  equal 
proportion,  an(l  notify  said  Timotliy  Payne,  Esq'^''^.,  his  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator, or  his    lawful  attorney,  thereof ;  and  if  they  or  either  of 
them  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  such  sum  as  said  court  of  general 
sessions  shall  think  reasonable,  for   the    space    of  twenty  days  after 
such  notice  given  by  the  clerk  of  said  court,   the  said  court  shall  pro- 
ceed to  sell  at  public[k]  vendue,  by  their  said  clerk,  so  much  of  said 
original  proprietors'  unimproved  lands  lying  in  said  towns  of  Murray- 
field  or  Norwich,  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expence  of  build- 
ing said  bridge,  and  all  other  necessary  charges.     And  the  clerk  of 
said  court  is  hereby  impowered  to  execute  a  good  deed  or   deeds  of 
the  same  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers.     And  when  said  money  shall 
be  paid  by  the  purchasers,  the  said  court  shall   order   the   reasonable 
account  of  him  or  them,  appointed,  as  aforesaid,  to  build  said  bridge, 
to  be  paid  out  of  said  money. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  aforegoing  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  ex-  This  act  uot  to 
tend  to  any  of  the  lands  purchased  of,  or  belonging  to,  any  person  or  per8on8*''hokLg 
persons  that  any  other  way  hold  lands  under  the  said  four  original  lands  under  the 
proprietors  of  Murrayfield  and  Norwich.     \_Passed  June  19.  piietors.'^'^'' 


CHAPTER    3. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  TAUCONNUCK 
MOUNTAIN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE 
NAME  OF  MOUNT  WASHINGTON. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants   of    the    plantation   called    Tauconnuck  Preamble, 
Mountain,  have  represented  that  they  labour  under  many  difficulties  in 
their   present   situation,  for  the  remedying  of  which  they  earnestly 
request  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  town,  — 
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BoQudaries. 


Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  ia 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  plantation  called  Tauconnuck  Mountain,  in 
the  county  of  Berkshire,  bounded  as  foUoweth  ;  vizi^'^,  eastwardly,  on 
the  line  of  the  town  of  Sheffield ;  beginning  at  three  oak-trees  stand- 
ing in  the  boundary  line  between  this  state  and  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cut., and  from  said  trees,  north,  twenty-seven  degi-ees  east,  twenty- 
one  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  pine-tree ;  thence,  north,  fifteen 
degrees  east,  one  mile  sixty-seven  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  heap  ot 
stones  ;  thence,  north,  twenty-three  degrees  east,  one  mile  and  forty 
chains,  to  a  tree  ;  thence,  north,  fourteen  degrees  west,  two  miles  and 
seventy-five  chains,  to  a  heap  of  stones  ;  thence,  west,  four  degrees 
north,  two  hundred  and  forty  rods,  to  a  chestnut-tree  ;  thence,  north, 
seventeen  degrees  west,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  rods,  to  a 
black-oak  tree  ;  thence,  west,  six  degrees  north,  two  hundred  and 
sixty  rods,  to  a  heap  of  stones  ;  thence,  south,  thirty  degrees  west, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  rods,  to  a  red-oak  tree  ;  thence,  south, 
twenty-one  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  west,  four  miles  and  fifty- 
seven  chains  ;  thence,  south,  eiglit  degrees  west,  two  miles  and  forty- 
eiglit  chains  ;  thence,  on  a  strait  line,  three  miles  and  eight  chains, 
to  the  bounds  first  mentioned,  —  be,  and  it  is  hereby,erected  into  a  town 

and  that  the  inhabitants  there- 


The  inhabitants  by  the  name  of  Mount  Washington 

wi        ^^  j^g^   ^^^1  they   are   hereby,    invested   with    all   the  powers, 


the  powers  of 
other  towuB. 


privi- 


Proviso. 


J.  King,  Esq., 
to  call  the  lirst 
meeting. 


le[d]ges  and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  within  this 
state  do  or  may  by  law  enjoy,  excepting  the  sending  a  representa- 
tive, in  the  choice  of  which  they  are  hereby  annexed  to  the  town  of 
Sheffield.  And  when  and  so  often  as  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Sheffield  shall  receive  a  precept  for  the  choice  of  a  representative  or 
representatives,  said  selectmen  shall  immediately  send  a  certificate  to 
the  town  clerk  of  said  Mount  Washington,  therein  setting  forth  they 
have  received  such  precept,  and  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the 
choice  :  said  selectmen  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  said  Mount  Wash- 
ington in  the  same  manner  as  is  usual  in  like  cases  ;  and  when  so  no- 
tified and  met,  the  inhabitants  of  said  Mount  Washington  shall  enjoy 
the  same  privileges  in  voting  for  a  representative  or  representatives 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  they  were  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Sheffield:  provided,  iho.  original  proprietors  of  said  Taucon- 
n[u]  [o]ck  Mountain  shall  pay  what  is  due  from  them  to  this  state 
(agreeable  to  the  report  of  the  committee)*  the  fifteenth  of  May,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six,  with  the  interest  arising  there- 
on, at  some  future  time  when  the  state  shall  call  for  the  same,  and 
also  pay  what  taxes  have  been  already  assessed  upon  them  by  the 
town  of  Sheffield,  or  such  taxes  as  may  be  assess [ej'd  by  this  court 
in  the  present  session. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  John  King,  Esqi^'^.,  be,  and  he  is  hereby, impow- 
ered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of 
said  town,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof,  to  meet  at 
such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth,  to  ch[u][oojse  all 
such  officers  as  towns  are,  by  law,  required  to  ch[uJ[oo]se  in  the 
month  of  March,  annually  ;  at  which  meeting  all  the  male  inhabitants 
present  which  are  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  upward [s],  and 
free,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote.     \_Passed  Jane  21. 


*  See  this  report,  on  pp.  i-OG  and  1207,  post. 
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CHAPTER    4. 

AN  ACT  FOR  RAISING  BY  LOTTERY  THE  SUM  OF  SIXTY  THOUSAND 
POUNDS,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  WIDENING  AND  AMENDING  THE 
STREETS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CHARLESTOWN ;  AND  ALSO  FOR  RAISING 
BY  LOTTERY  THE  SUM  OF  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  THOUSAND 
POUNDS,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  REPAIRING  THE  LONG  WHARF[E]  IN 
THE  TOWN  OF  BOSTON. 

Whereas,  b}'^  a  resolve  of  the  geueral  court,  passed  the  first  day  of  Preamble. 
May  last,  two  lotteries  were  granted,  one  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Charlestown,  to  enable  them  to  amend  and  widen  the  streets 
of  said  town,  the  other  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Long  Wharf [e]  in 
Boston,  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  said 
wharf[e] :  provided,  that  neither  of  said  lotteries  should  commence 
until [?]  tiie  state  lottery  should  be  finished,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  tJie  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in,  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  a  sum  not  exceeding  sixty  thousand   pounds  be  The  names  of 
raised  by  a  lottery  or  lotteries,  by  a  deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent  upon  the  wxv^^lox^^ 
the  amount  of  the  tickets  when  sold,  for  and  to  the  purpose  of  widen-  widening: the 
ing  and  amending  the    streets   of  Charlestown  ;  that  Caleb  Call,  Es-  chaiiesiown. 
(l[uire],  Mess[ie?<]rs    Isaac  Mallet,  John  Hay,  Eliphalet  Newell  and 
Samuel  Swan,  jun'^''^.,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  be  managers  of  said 
lotter}^  or  lotteries,  and  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful   perform- 
ance of  their  trust ;  which  said  managers  shall  make,  and  publish  in 
such  newspapers   as  they  shall   judge  proper,  a  scheme    for   said. lot- 
tery or  lotteries,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  tlae  finishing  the  present  state 
lottery,  and    not   before  ;    and  they   shall  also  publish  therewith   all 
necessary  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  thereof.     And  all 
prizes  which  may  be  drawn   in  said  lottery  or  lotteries  shall  be    paid 
without  any  deduction  :  provided,  they  are  demanded  within  six  months 
after  the  drawing  of  said  lottery  or  lotteries  ;  otherwise  the  money 
arising  from  such  prizes  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore^^aid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou-  £200,000  to  be 
s.ind  pounds  be  raised  by  another  lottery,  or  lotteries,  by  a  deduction  forrepamni?'"^^ 
of  fifteen   per  cent  upon  the  amount  of  the  tickets  when  sold,  to  be  uioLongWhari 
a[)i)ropriated  for  and  to  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Long  Wh:irf[e]  bosiou. 
in  Boston  ;  that  Joseph  Jackson,  Oliver  Wendell  and  Samuel  Austin,  Managers. 
Escpiires,    Mess[i(?M]rs    Henderson   Inches,    Timothy    Newell,    John 
Sweetser,  jun'^''^.,  and  Henry  Hill,  merchants,  or  any  five  of  them,  shall 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  appointed  managers  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
lottery  or  lotteries,  and  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  trust ;  which  said  managers  shall  make,  and  publish  in 
such  newspapers  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  a  scheme  for  said  lottery 
or  lotteries,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  finishing  of  the  present  state 
lottf ry,   and  not  before ;  and   they  shall  also    publish  therewith   all 
necessary  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  thereof.     And  all 
prizes  which  may  be  drawn  in  said  lottery'  or  lotteries  shall  be  paid 
without   any   deduction :    provided,    they   are   demanded    within    six 
months  after  the  drawing  of  said  lottery  or  lotteries  ;   otherwise  the 
money  arising  from  such   prizes  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 
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Penalty  for 
forging  and 
counterfeiting 
lottery  ticketa. 


And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  if  any  person  shall  forge,  counterfeit  or  alter, 
any  lottery  ticket,  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  shall  pass  or  utter 
any  such  forged,  counterfeit[ed]  or  altered  ticket,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  false,  forged,  counterfeited  or  altered,  or  that  shall  couusel, 
advise,  procure  or  assist  in  the  forging,  altering  or  counterfeiting  the 
same,  every  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted  before 
the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal 
delivery,  shall  be  punished  by  being  set  on  the  gallows  for  the  space 
of  one  hour,  with  a  rope  round  his  neck,  and  shall  pay  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  pounds, to  the  use  of  this  state,  and  suffer  not 
more  than  twelve  months*  imprisonment,  nor  less  than  two,  and  be 
publickly  whipped,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes  ;  or  shall  suffer  all 
or  any, of  the  foregoing  punishments,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court 
before  whom  he  shall  be  convicted,  according  to  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  offence.     [^Passed  June  23. 


CHAPTER    5. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "AN 
ACT  FOR  TAKING  UP  AND  RESTRAINING  PERSONS  DANGEROUS  TO 
THIS  STATE." 

1776-77, chap. 45.  Whereas  the  act  above  recited,  which  was  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  is  now  expired, 
and  as  said  act  has  been  found  useful  and  beneficial,  - — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
For  revivingjin  That  the  before-meutioned  act  now  expired,  be  revived  and  con- 
up  and  restrain-  tiuucd,  with  all  and  cvery  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained, 
(hiugerousto  ^^^^  shall  bc  iu  force  uutil[l]  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
this  state.  sevcu  hundrctl  and  eighty.     [Passed  June  23. 

limitation. 


CHAPTER    6. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  EASTERLY  PART  OF  THE  PLANTA- 
TION CALLED  NUMBER  FIVE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  INTO 
A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  CUMINGTON. 


Preamble. 


Boundaries  of 
Number  Five. 


Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  plantation  Number  Five  have  repre- 
sented to  this  court  the  many  difficulties  and  inconvenienc[iJes  they 
labour  under  in  their  present  situation,  and  have  earnestly  requested 
that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  ayid  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[SrcCT.  1.]  That  the  said  plantation  called  Number  Five,  bounded 
as  follows:  beginning  at  the  north-west  corner  of  Worthington,  and 
running  east,  nineteen  degrees  south,  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-five 
poles  ;  then,  running  north,  nineteen  degrees  east,  six  miles,  to  a  stake 
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and  stones  ;  then,  running  west,  nineteen  degrees  north  (including  part 
of  Hat[t]field  Equivalent),  to  the  north-east  corner  of  lot[t3  number 
thirteen,  of  the  second  division,  in  said  plantation  ;  then,  running  south, 
nineteen  degrees  west,  to  the  bounds  first  mentioned, —  be  and  hereby  Erected  into  « 
is  erected  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Cumington  ;  and  that  the  inhabi-  name  o?  Cmn- 
tants  thereof  be,  and   tiaey  hereby  are,  invested  with  all  the  powers,  mington. 
privile[d]ges.aud  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  within 
this  state  do  or  may  by  law  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  Benjamin  Mills,   Esq"^'^.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  Benjamin  >niis, 
im[)owered  and  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabi-  eix!d\o"iiKiKri)i8 
taut  of  said  town,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof,  to  warrant  to  caii 
meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  shall  therein  set  forth,  to  choose  all  of  the  iuhab- 
such  officers  as  towns  are,  by  law,  required  and  impowered  to  choose  in  I'^^nts. 
the  month  of  March,  annually  ;  at  which  meeting  all  the  then  present 
male  inhabitants,  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  vote.     [^Passed  June  23. 


CHAPTER    7. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  WITHHOLDING  THE  NECESSARIES  OF  LIFE, 
AND  FOR  PUNISHING  THOSE  PERSONS  WHO  REFUSE  TO  TAKE  THE 
BILLS  OF  CREDIT  OF  THIS  STATE,  OR  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  court  that  many  people  Preamble, 
within  this  state  are  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  public  virtue  as  to  withhold  Js^^'^*"'  ^^^' 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  to  refuse  the  public  bills  of  credit  of  this  ivts-to,  chap, 
state  and  the  United  States  of  America,  for  any  articles  they  may 
have  to  sell,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Gouncil  and  House  of  Representatives 
ill  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  if  any  No  family  to 
person  shall  have  on  hand  any  more  flour,  corn,  wheat,  rye,  oat[e],s,  vision's ou  hand 
barley  and  meal, than  shall  be  sufficient  for  his  or  her  own  family  and  than  are  neces- 

'^T  ,  ,  -1       ,  •  ^  1  •  sary  for  such 

immediate  dependants  until  the  next  harvest-time  ot  such  grain,  or  famiiy,for  oue 
more  meat  than  is  necessary  for  such  family  and  dependants  for  one  ^^''^^' 
year,  and  if  such  person  shall  refuse  to  sell  the  same  for  the  common 
currency  of  this  state  or  the  United  States  of  America,  and  complaint 
being  thereof  made,  by  or  in  behalf  of  any  person  who  is  in  want  of 
such  article  for  the  immediate  support  of  his  or  her  family,  to  the 
major  part  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  where  such  person  dwells, 
they  shall  go  to  the  place  of  such  person,  in  which  said  articles  may 
be,  and  if  in  their  judgment  he  or  she  have  on  hand  more  grain,  meal 
or  meat, than  will  be  necessary  for  the  time  before  mentioned,  the  said 
selectmen  shall  demand  of  such  person  such  article  as  they  shall 
judge  sufficient  for  the  present  support  of  the  person  and  family  so 
applying ;  and  if  such  person  shall  refuse  to  deliver  said  article,  he 
being  paid  a  reasonable  price  therefor,  in  the  judgment  of  the  select- 
men, said  selectmen  shall  apply  to  some  justice  of  peace  in  the  same 
county  for  a  warrant  to  open  any  house  or  store  in  which  said  article 
may  he,  and  take  possession  of  the  same,  paying  the  owner  a  reason- 
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Penalty,  in  case 
any  person 
hurts  the  credit 
of  the  bills  of 
this  or  any  of 
the  United 
States  by  refus- 
ing to  take 
them  for  mer- 
chandise, etc. 


Mode  of  con- 
viction. 


Offenders  to 
find  sureties 
upon  complaint 
made  to  a  jus- 
tice of  the 
peace. 


Sheriffs,  etc., 
enjoined  to 
miike  present- 
ment. 


Limitation. 


able  price  therefor.  And  any  justice  of  the  peace,  upon  applictitiou 
of  the  selectmen  for  the  purpose  before  mentioned,  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  [i][e]mpowered  to  grant  his  warrant  accordingly;  and  in 
any  towns  and  plantation [s]  where  there  are  no  selectmen,  the  com- 
mittee of  correspondence,  &c.,  shall  have  the  same  power  as  is  by  this 
act  given  to  selectmen. 

Ayid  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
[Sect.  2.]  That  if  any  person  shall  use  any  ways  or  means  to  hurt 
or  destroy  the  oi'edit  of  the  public  bills  of  this  state  or  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  by  refusing  to  take  them  for  any  article  of  mer- 
chandize, or  any  country  produce,  or  for  the  rent  of  houses  or  land,  or 
shall  withhold  for  said  bills  any  merchandize,  or  any  country  produce, 
each  and  every  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  nor  less 
thau  fifty  pounds  (one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  town  or  ph^u- 
tation  where  such  offence  is  committed,  and  the  other  moiety  theivof 
to  the  informer  or  prosecutor),  and  for  want  thereof,  shall  suffer  six 
months'  imprisonment,  without  bail  or  mainprize.  And  all  convictions 
upon  this  act  may  be  upon  indictment  or  complaint,  before  the  general 
sessions  of  the  peace,  or  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of 
assize  and  general  goal  delivery. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
[Sect,  3.]  That  any  justice  of  the  peace,  upon  complaint  made  to 
him  of  such  offence,  and  finding  presumptive  evidence  that  the  same 
is  true,  shall  order  such  offender  to  find  sureties  for  his  appearance 
at  the  next  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  in  the 
county  where  such  offence  is  committed ;  and  in  default  thereof,  to 
commit  such  offender  to  the  common  goal.  And  all  sheriffs,  constables, 
grand-jurors  and  tythingmen,  are  directed  and  enjoined  to  make  pre- 
sentment and  complaint  of  all  such  offences  as  shall  come  to  their 
knowledge,  respectively. 

[Sect.  4.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
one  year  from  the  time  of  passing  the  same,  and  no  longer.  \_Passed 
June  24. 


CHAPTER    8. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  BOARD  OF  WAB,  OF  THIS  STATE,  TO  SUE  AND 

BE  SUED. 


Preamble. 


Board  of  War, 
etc.,  empowered 
to  sue. 


Whereas,  in  the  course  of  business  transacted  by  the  Board  of  Wat 
for  this  state,  it  may  be  necessary  to  commence  and  prosecute  law- 
suits, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  sawe, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  Board  of  War,  by  the  name  of  the  Board 
of  War  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  [i][e]ra- 
powered,  by  themselves,  their  agents  or  attoruies,  to  sue,  commence 
and  prosecute  any  suits  or  actions,  necessary  for  the  executing  the 
office  aforesaid,  in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  to  final  judgment 
and  execution  ;  and  in  like  manner  to  defend  all  such  suits  and  actions 
as  shall  be  commenced  against  them  in  their  said  capacity. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  Board  of  War,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  wirc^npotercd 
be  and  hereby  are  [i][e]mpowered  to  choose  an  agent  or  agents,  to  choose  agents 
attorney  or  attornies,  to  prosecute  or  defend  any  suit  or  action  that  dcfcnd'"ny'Bu'it 
shall  be  brought  for  or  against  them :  such  choice  being  certified  by  t^gjjf^'  against 
their  secretary  shall  be  deemed  valid  in  law. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted  by  the  axithority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  3.1     That  when  any  suit  or  action  shall  be  brought  against  The mauuer  iu 
the  said  Board  of  War,  it  shall  be  sufficient  notice  to  oblige  them  to  or  action  shaii 
appear  and  answer,  to  leave  an  attested  copy  of  the  writ  or  summons,  aL'inst'the 
in  their  office,  with  their  secretary,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  Board  of  War. 
s[e][i]tting  of  the  court  where  the  case  is  to  be  heard.     \^Passed 
June  24. 


CHAPTEE    9. 

AN    ACT    TO    PREVENT    DESERTERS    FROM    THE    AMERICAN    TROOPS, 
ENTERING  ON  BOARD  SHIPS   OF  WAR. 

Whekeas  desertions  from  the  Continental  forces,  and  from  the  regi-  Preamble, 
raents  in  the  service  and  pay  of  this  state,  are  greatly  encouraged  by  gg^*'"'^'  '^^^^' 
the  commanders  and  officers  of  armed  ships  and  vessels  entering 
deserters  on  board  their  several  vessels,  and  carrying  them  off  the  con- 
tinent upon  crui[s][z]es  ;  and  lohereas  there  are  many  hous[e] holders 
of  this  state  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  love  to  their  country  as  to  counte- 
nance and  secrete  such  deserters  ;  for  prevention  whereof,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  any  and  every  commander  or  other  naval  officer  au  commanders 
belonging  to  any  armed  ship  or  vessel  lying,  or  which  hereafter  may  of  armed  yes- 
lie,  in  any  of  the  ports  or  harbours  within  this  state,  who  shall  presume  of  the  ports 
to  iulist  or  enter  on  board  such  armed  ship  or  vessel,  any  soldier  or  forbidden  to*^*^ 
soldiers  belonging  to  any  Continental  YQsXimen^t  or  corps,  or  being  in  enlist  conti- 

•  oLJ  I'  o  nental  soldiers 

the  service  and  pay  of  this  state,  or  shall  conceal  him  or  them  on 
shore,  and  shall  thereof  be  convicted,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 
such  deserter,  inlisted,  concealed  or  carried  off  as  aforesaid,  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  pounds  ;  and  any  hous[e]  holder  who  shall  conceal  in  Penalty, 
his  or  her  house,  w[h]arehouse,  barn,  out-house,  or  other  building,  any 
such  deserter  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and 
pay,  for  each  and  every  deserter  so  concealed,  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
pounds. 

Be  it  fwrther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  any  person  shall  be  concerned  in  hiring  to  go  Persons 
on  board  any  armed  vessel,  any  person  who  belongs  to  any  corps  in  hire'on'^board 
the  service  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  state,  he  shall  forfeit  and  any  armed  ves- 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  nor  less  than  fifty  soldiers'.  '"^"  ' 

pounds.  Penalty. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]     That  if  any  arms,  accoutrements  or  cloathing  having  Arms,  cioth- 
such  mark  thereon  as  is  used  to  distinguish  articles  suppl[y][^]ed  by  l^^the'^posi^s^*^ 
the  United  States  or  this  state,  are  found  in  the  possession  of  -sviy  sion  of  any  pei- 
person  except  such  as  belong  to  the  army  or  are  discharged  therefioui,  as^betonlto  the 
the  possessor  of  any  such  article  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  p^^^.v 
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Fines,  how 
recovered. 


To  empower 
justices  of  the 
peace,  upon 
complaint  to 
I  hem  by  any 
commissioned 
officer  in  the 
array,  to  issue 
their  warrants. 


In  rase. 


Soldiers  who 
desert  the  Con- 
tinental service 
find  enter  on 
board  armed 
ships,  to  forfeit 
their  prize- 
money. 


Agents  directed 
to  pay  the 
money  so  for- 
feited in  to  the 
treasurer. 


tbau  ten  pounds  or  more  than  one  hundred  pounds.  And  each  and 
every  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  befoi-e  mentioned  shall  be  recovered 
by  bill,  plaint  or  information,  prefer[r]ed  in  any  court  of  sessions  of 
tlie  peace,  or  the  superio[u]r  court  of  judicature,  sitting  in  the  county 
where  the  offence  shall  be  committed ;  and  shall  accrue,  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  town  wherein  or  in  whose  harbour  the 
offe?ice  shall  be  committed. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  4.]  That  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  respective  county 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authori[z][s]ed  and  [i][e]mpowered,  upon  com- 
plaint being  made  to  him  by  any"  commissioned  officer  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  or  by  any  commissioned  officer  in  the  service  of  this 
state,  that  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  hath  deserted  from 
any  corps  in  either  of  the  services  aforesaid,  and  that  the  complainant 
hath  good  reason  to  suspect  that  he  or  they  are  concealed  in  any 
dwelling-house,  barn,  out-house  or  other  building,  or  are  secreted  on 
board  any  ship  or  vessel  in  either  of  the  ports  or  harbours  within 
any  county  [of]  [in]  this  state  wherein  such  justice  hath  ordinary 
jurisdiction,  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  a  sheriff  or  constable 
within  the  county  and  town  where  such  delinquent  is  alledged  to  be 
concealed,  directing  him  to  make  d[e][i]ligent  search  in  all  suspected 
places,  for  such  deserters ;  the  said  search  to  be  made  in  presence  of 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  oflScer  making  the  complaint ;  and  in 
case  any  deserter  be  found  in  consequence  of  such  search,  him  or  them 
to  apprehend  and  have  before  the  justice  issuing  the  warrant,  who  is 
hereby  directed  to  secure  such  deserter  and  deserters,  until [1]  he  or 
they  can  be  conveyed  to  their  respective  regiments  or  corps. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 

[Sect.  5.]  That  any  non-commissioned  oflScer  or  private  soldier 
belonging  to  the  Continental  Army,  or  to  the  troops  in  the  service  and 
pay  of  this  state,  who  shall  desert  and  enter  on  board  any  armed  ship 
or  vessel  of  war  and  proceed  on  a  cruize,  and  shall  assist  in  capturing 
yny  vessel  or  vessels,  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  which  may  there- 
after be  condemned  as  prizes,  shall  forfeit  all  his  right  and  title  to  the 
same  ;  and  all  share  of  any  such  prizes,  or  dividends  of  prize-goods, 
which  he  might  otherways  be  entitled  to,  shall  enure  and  accrue  to  thi; 
use  of  this  state.  And  all  agents  are  hereby  prohibited  from  paying 
any  prize-money,  or  delivering  any  dividend  of  prize-goods,  to  any  [)er- 
son  who  shall  have  deserted  and  entered  on  board  any  armed  ship  or 
vessel  as  aforesaid ;  and  such  agent  and  agents  are  hereby  directed  to 
[)ay  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  or  to  deliver  such  dividend 
of  [)rize-goods  to  the  Board  of  War,  and  their  respective  receipts  shall 
be  a  full  discharge  to  such  agent  or  agents  ;  and  the  said  treasurer  or 
the  Board  of  War  are  hereby,  respectively,  [i][(?Jmpowercd,  in  default 
of  such  payment  or  delivery,  to  conamence,  and  prosecute  to  final 
judg[e]ment  and  execution,  any  proper  action  or  actions  for  the 
recovery  of  such  prize-money  or  dividend  of  prize-goods.  [Passed 
June  29. 
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CHAPTER    10. 

AN    ACT    FOR    MAKING    PROVISION    FOR    APPEALS    TO    CONGRESS    IN 
CERTAIN  MARITIME  CASES,  AND  tTNDER  CERTAIN  RESTRICTIONS. 

Whereas  Congress,  by  certain  late  resolves,  have  claimed  the  final  Preamble, 
appe [a] lant  jurisdiction  in  all  maritime  causes  as  incident  to  the  rights 
of  raakiag  peace  and  war ;  and  the  reasons  upon  which  said  resolves 
are  founded  appearing  to  this  court,  in  many  instances,  to  arise  out 
of  the  greatest  political  convenience  'and  necessity  ;  and  no  provision 
being  made  for  appeals  to  Congress  in  any  maritime  causes,  but  in 
cases  of  capture  by  Continental  ships  of  war  ;  therefore,  — 

Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled.,  nnd  by  the  authority  of  the  same., 

[Sect.  1.]     That  appeals  to  Congress,  or  such  judge  or  judges  as  That  appeals  in 
may  be  by  them  appointed,  shall  be  granted  in  all  maritime  causes,  caus^'bo™" 
which   shall   be   hereafter  in  any  maritime  court  within  this  state,  granted  to  Cot. 
wherein  any  subject  or  subjects  of  any  kingdom  or  state  in   amity  ^^'^^^' 
with  this  and  the  United  States  of  America,  shall,  in  due  form  of 
law,  claim  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  vessel  or  cargo  that  may  be 
in  trial  as  aforesaid  :  provided.,  said  appeal  be  claimed  at  any  time  dur-  Proviso, 
ing  the  session  of  said  court  where  said  trial  may  be  had,  and  such 
security  given  for  the  prosecution  of  such  appeal  to  effect,  as  the 
judge  before  whom  the  same  may  be  tried  shall  think  reasonable : 
such  appeal  to  respect  such  parts  of  such  vessels  or  cargoes,  only,  as 
shall  be  claimed  by  the  subjects  of  such  kingdom  or  state  in  amity 
with  this  state  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 

TSect.  2.1     That  in  case  any  person  or  persons  who  by  this  act  are  Any  persons 

clioosiiifir  to 

[i][e]ntitled  to  an  appeal  from  the  sentence  or  decree  of  any  maritime  waive  the  right 
court  in  this  state,  to  Congress,  or  such  judge  or  judges  of  appeal  as  congress  may 
va^y  be  by  them  appointed  in  such  cases,  shall  ch[u][oo]se  to  wave  appeal  to  the 
such  right  of  appeal,  he  shall  be  [i][e]ntitled,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  an  of  judicature. 
appeal  to  the  superior  court  of  judicature  for  this  state  :  provided.,  Proviso. 
always.,  that  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  the  right  of 
appeal  in  any  case  when  the  matter  in  controversy  shall  be  between 
the  subjects  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 

[Sect.    3.]      That    in    all   maritime   causes   now   pending   in   the  Subjects  of  any 
superio[u]r  court  of  judicature  for  this  state,  by  appeal  from  any  amuy^wit^the 
maritime  court  within  this  state,  whercin  any  subject  or  subjects  of  United  states 
any  kingdom  or  state  in  amity  with  this  and  the  United  States  of  right  of  appeals 
America  are  claimants  of  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  vessels  or  ment  0^^^^^ ^" 
cargoes  in  controversy,  an  appeal  shall  be  granted  to  either  party  who  superior  court, 
may  claim  the  same,  from  the  judgment  of  the  said  superior  court,  ***   digress, 
to  Congress,  or  to  such  judge  or  judges  of  appeal  as  may  be  appointed 
by  Congress  in  such  cases  to  hear  and  determine  the  same :  provided.,  ProviBo. 
said  appeal  is  claimed  at  any  time  during  the  session  of  said  superior 
court  where  such  cause  or  causes  may  be  tried  as  aforesaid,  and  such 
security  given  for  the  prosecution  of   such  appeal  to  effect  as  the 
judges  of  said  superior  court  shall  think  reasonable. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 

[Sect.  4.]     That  all  maritime  causes  pending  in  the  said  superior 
court,  which  are  continued  by  a  special  order  of  this  court,  shall  be 
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This  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force 
until  the  first 
day  of  June 
next. 


tried  at  the  next  term  of  said  court,  in  the  district  where  such  causes 
are  pending,  unless  the  judges  of  said  court  shall  see  cause  further  to 
continue  the  same  ;  and  the  resolve  directing  the  continuance  of  such 
causes  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 

[Sect.  5.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  first  day 
of  June  next,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of 
the  general  assembly.     [_Fassed  June  30. 


CHAPTER    11. 

AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE   TREASURY  WITH   THE   SUM   OF  TWO   B.jm- 
DRED    THOUSAND    POUNDS. 


Preamble. 


Treasurer  em- 
powered to  bor- 
row two 
hundred  thou- 
sand pounds. 


Form  of  the 
receipts  he  is  to 
give. 


"Whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  support  the  public  credit  of 
this  state,  that  the  treasurer  thereof  should  be  [i][e]mpowered  to 
borrow  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand  pounds, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
impowered  and  directed  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  this  state,  of  such 
persons  as  shall  ^e  willing  to  lend  the  same,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  in  Continental  bills  of  credit ;  for  which  sum 
the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  impowered  to  give  his  receipts  or  obliga- 
tions in  form  following  ;  viz"^'^. ,  — 


Committee  to 
sign  blanks. 


day  of 


17 


State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the 
Received  of  ,  the  sum  of  ,  for 

the  use  and  service  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay;  and,  in  behalf  of  said 
state,  I  do  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the  oflSce  of 
treasurer,  to  repay  to  the  said  ,  or  bearer,  by  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  178   ,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  ,  with 

interest  annually,  at  six  per  cent  per  annum. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A.  B.,; 

C.  D.,  ( 


Committee. 


—  which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  to  be  procured  by  the 
treasurer,  with  suitable  borders  round  the  same  ;  and  the  words  "State 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,"  the  word  "Committee"  and  the  words  "  Wit- 
ness my  hand,"  shall  be  struck  off  from  a  copperplate,  which  the 
treasurer  is  likewise  directed  to  procure ;  and  each  blank  shall  be 
stamped  in  some  convenient  part  of  it  with  a  stamp  to  be  procured  by 
the  treasurer  for  that  purpose ;  and  when  said  receipts  or  obliga- 
tions are  issued,  a  counterpart,  indented,  of  each  receipt  or  obligation, 
shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]     That  Stephen  Minott  and  John  Mascaren[c]e,  Esquires, 
be  a  committee  to  sign  the  blanks,  at  the  left  hand,  as  in  the  form 
aforesaid  is  prescribed,  before  the  treasurer  fills  them  up. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  3.]     That  there  be  and  hereby  is   granted   a  tax  of  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both 
real  and  personal,  within  this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in 
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such  proportions  on  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state, 
as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly, 
at  their  sessions  in  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  to  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
December  then  next  after. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  general  court  or  assembly,  at  their  ses-  Tax  to  be 
sions  in  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  some  '^^*'^' 
time  before  the  first  day  of  July  in  that  year,  shall  not  agree  and  con- 
clude upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sum  which  by  this  act  is  engaged 
to  be,  in  that  year,  assessed  and  levied,  that  then  and  in  such  case 
each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax,  to  be  levied 
on  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  their  limits, 
the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other  place  was 
taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  preee[e]ding. 

[Sect.  5.]     And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  impow-  Treasurer  to 
ered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month   of   August,  in  the  same  rlnts  or^ssesa. 
year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  J^ents. 
assessors  of  each  town  within  this  state,  or  to  some  suitable  person 
or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  as  are  not  incorporated,  requiring 
him  or  them  to  assess  the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal, 
within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  respective  parts 
and   proportions   of   the    sum   before    directed   and   engaged   to   be 
assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  aforementioned  time ; 
and  the  assessors  shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  be  subject  to, 
all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last 
preceding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  said  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds.  How  to  bo 
and  each  part  thereof,  when  so  borrowed,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  ^pp"^^?"^'® 
payment  of  all  such  warrants  as  shall  be  drawn  on  said  treasurer, 
according  to  law,  for  defreying  the  charges  of  this  government,  agree- 
able to   the  acts   and  grants  of    the  general  assembly.      l^Passed 
June  30. 


CHAPTER    12. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  TWO  MILLIONS 
EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  FIVE  THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY- 
EIGHT  POUNDS  TWELVE  SHILLINGS  AND  EIGHTPENCE  HALFPENNY, 
UPON  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS  AND  OTHER  PLACES  IN  THIS  STATE 
HEREINAFTER  NAMED,  FOR  DEFRAYING  THE  PUBLIC  CHARGES;  AND 
ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  THIRTY-TWO  THOUSAND  AND  SEV- 
ENTY-FIVE POUNDS  EIGHTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE,  PAID 
THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  THEIR 
TRAVEL  AND  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT  IN  THE  YEAR 
ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-EIGHT. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  aforesaid  sum  of  two  millions 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  eightpence  two  farthings,  should  be 
raised  and  paid  into  the  public  treasury  of' this  state,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  eighteen  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  which  is  to  be  appropriated 
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for  the  payment  of  this  state's  quota  of  forty-five  millions  of  dollars, 
which  Congress,  by  their  resolve  of  the  twenty-first  day  of  May  last, 
recommended  to  be  called  in  b}'  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty ;  and  the  remaining  sum  of  one  million 
thirty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  eightpence  halfpenny,  to  defray  such  public  charges  as 
have  arisen,  or  may  arise,  for  the  support  of  government ;  there- 
fore, for  the  effectual  drawing  into  the  treasury  the  said  sum  of  two 
millions  eight  hundred  and  thifty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirteen  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  eightpence  two  farthings,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  and  other  place  within  this  state  be 
assessed  and  pay,  as  such  town  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the 
sum  of  two  millions  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  eightpence  two  far- 
things, the  following  sums  set  against  them,  respectively ;  that  is  to 
say,— 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  author  ifj/  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  his  warrants, 
directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place, 
within  this  state,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess 
the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner  follow, 
ing ;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  the  male  polls  above  the  age  of  six 
teen  years,  within  their  respective  towns  or  other  places  next  adjoin- 
ing to  them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  including  negroes 
and  molattoes  (and  such  of  them  as  are  under  the  government  of 
a  master  or  mistress,  to  be  taxed  to  the  said  master  or  mistress, 
respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are 
taxed) ,  at  ten  pounds ;  and  to  assess  the  remainder  of  the  sum  set 
to  each  town  (after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  sums  assessed  to 
the  polls  as  aforesaid)  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  or  place  as 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  just  value  of  the  whole  real  estate  by 
each  inhabitant  of  such  town  or  place,  respectively,  possessed  ic 
his  own  right,  or  in  the  right  of  others,  lying  within  said  town 
or  place,  improved  or  not  improved ;  and  on  the  non-resident  pos- 
sessors of  real  estate,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  in  their  own 
right,  or  in  the  right  of  others,  improved  or  not  improved :  saving 
all  agreements  between  landlords  and  tenants,  and  whore  no  agree- 
ment is,  the  landlord  to  reimburse  one-half  of  the  tax ;  and  also  oc 
the  inhabitants  of  such  town  or  place,  according  to  the  proportion  ol 
the  amount  and  just  value  of  their  whole  personal  estate,  including 
money  at  interest  more  than  they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due  to  them, 
not  on  interest,  more  than  they  are  indebted,  monies  of  all  kinds  in 
hand,  and  also  the  amount  of  the  just  value  of  all  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  vessels  of  all  sorts,  with  their  stores, 
appurtenances  and  appendages,  plate,  horses,  oxen,  and  cattle  of  all 
sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kinds  of 
produce  of  the  land,  and  all  other  property  whatsoever  (excepting 
houshold  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farming  utensils  and  the  tools 
of  mechanicks) ,  on  the  second  day  of  August  next ;  and  the  current 
price  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  on  the  said  second  day  of  Au- 
gust before  mentioned,  in  the  currency  of  those  United  States,  shall 
be  considered  as  the  just  value  of  the  same  ;  and  on  the  amount  of 
their  income  from  any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  em- 
ployment ;  and  also  on  the  amount  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained 
by  trading  by  sea  and  on  shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising 
from  the  war,  and  the  necessities  of  the  community,  —  and  in  consider- 
ing the  incomes  and  profits  last  mentioned,  the  assessors  are  to  have 
special  regard  to  the  way  and  manner  in  which  the  same  have  been 
made,  as  well  as  the  quantum  thereof,  and  to  assess  them  at  such 
rate,  as  they  on  then-  oaths,  shall  judge  to  be  just  and  reasonable: 
provided,  they  do  not  in  any  case  assess. such  incomes  and  profits  at 
more  than  five  times  the  sum  of  the  same  amount  in  other  kind  of 
estate:  and  the  treasurer  in  his  said  warrant,  shall  likewise  require 
the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessments,  setting  forth,  in 
distinct  columns,  against  each  person^s  name,  how  much  he  or  she  is 
assessed  at  for  polls,  and  how  much  for  real  estate,  and  how  much 
for  personal  estate,  as  aforesaid ;  and  if  as  guardian,  or  for  any  estate 
in  his  or  her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctl}^  expressed ;  and 
the  list  or  lists  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  to  commit  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  con- 
stables, of  any  such  town  or  place,  and  to  return  a  certificate  of  the 
name  or  names  of  such   collector  or  collectors,   constable   or  con- 
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stables,  with  the  sum  total  to  each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself, 
some  time  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  next. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  the  receipt  of 
snch  certificate,  is  hereby  impowcred  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of 
such  town  or  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to  collect 
the  whole  of  the  respective  sums  assessed  on  each  particular  person, 
and  to  pay  in  their  collections,  and  issue  their  accounts  of  the  whole, 
at  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

Provided^  nevertheless^ — 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  following  persons  ;  viz.,  the  president,  fellows, 
professors,  tutors,  librarian  and  students  of  Harvard  College,  who 
have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  settled  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
and  grammar-school  masters,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  their  polls  or 
their  estates,  unless  their  real  estate  be  not  under  their  actual  man- 
agement and  improvement,  or  not  in  the  parishes  where  they  are  set- 
tled ;  and  also  all  persons  who  have  the  management  and  improve- 
metit  of  the  estate  of  Harvard  College,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  the 
same  ;  and  if  there  are  any  persons  who,  through  age,  infirmity  or 
poverty,  are  unable  to  pay  as  others  towards  the  public  charges,  or 
any  widows  or  orphans,  who,  depending  on  the  interest  of  their  money 
for  subsistence,  are,  by  the  state  of  the  currency,  so  reduced  as  that 
in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  they  ought  to  be  relieved  in  their 
taxes;  in  any  such  case  the  assessors  may  exempt  their  polls  or  estates, 
or  abate  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  they  on  their  oaths  shall 
think  just  and  equitable. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  justices  in  their  sessions,  in  their  respective 
counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  or  assessment,  are  here- 
l)y  ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the  several  towns, 
and  other  places  in  such  county,  in  proportion  to  this  tax  ;  and  the 
assessors  in  each  town  in  this  state  are  also  directed,  in  making  a 
town  or  county  tax  or  assessment,  to  govern  themselves  by  the  same 
rule.  And  where  no  person  appears  to  discharge  the  taxes  on  non- 
resident proprietors'  unimproved  land,  to  the  collector,  he  shall  pub- 
lish, in  two  of  the  Boston  newspapers  ;  viz.,  the  "  Boston  Gazette  " 
and  ^  Continental  Journal,"  three  weeks  successively,  the  names  of  all 
such  proprietors,  where  they  are  known,  with  the  sum  of  the  taxes 
assessed  on  their  lands,  respectively,  and  where  they  are  not  known, 
he  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  publish  the  sura  of  the  taxes  on  the 
several  rights  or  divisions,  and,  in  each  case,  shall  post  the  same  in 
some  public  place  in  the  town  where  the  said  land  lays,  for  the  term 
of  one  month  ;  and  if  no  person  shall  appear  thereupon  to  discharge 
said  taxes,  then  the  constable  or  collector  shall  proceed  to  sell  at 
public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  so  much  onl}'  of  said  unimproved 
laud  as  will  be  sufficient  to  discharge  said  taxes  and  intervening 
charges,  having  first  given  notice  of  the  intended  sale  thereof,  and 
the  time  and  place  where  it  will  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
hereinbefore  directed  for  giving  notice  to  the  proprietors  of  their 
taxes  ;  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn,  from  day  to  day,  if  neces- 
sary, to  compleat  the  sale,  not  to  exceed  three  days,  and  shall  give 
and  execute  a  deed  thereof  to  the  purchaser,  expressing  therein  the 
cause  of  such  sale,  and  saving  to  the  aforesaid  proprietor  or  proprie- 
tors, the  right  of  redemption  of  any  lands  so  sold,  at  any  time  within 
three  years  from  the  time  of  sale  ;  and  the  same  shall  be  reconvey'd 
to  him  or  them  on  paying,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum 
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soch  lands  sold  for,  and  twelve  per  cent  annual  interest  on  said  suni, 
together  with  all  intervening  chai'ges  thereon. 

Be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  that  may  be  iu 
the  army  on  the  second  day  of  August  aforesaid,  shall  be  considered 
as  resident  in  the  several  towns  and  phices  to  which  they  belonged  at 
the  time  of  engaging  in  the  army,  their  absence  notwithstanding ; 
and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  stnte, 
shall  consider  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  resident  in  such  town  or 
place,  and  shall  tax  them  accordingly  :  provided,  that  such  as  are 
engaged  iu  the  Continental  Army  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during 
the  war,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  exempted  from  their  poll  tax. 

And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place,  respec- 
tively, in  convenient  time  before  making  the  assessment,  shall  give 
seasonable  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  any  town  meeting,  or  by 
posting  up  notifications  in  some  public  place  or  places  in  such  town  or 
other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  some  other  way,  to  make  and 
bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  perfect  lists  of  their  polls,  and  of  all 
the  real  and  personal  estate  they  are  possessed  of  on  the  second  day 
of  August  next,  — viz..  houses,  lands,  and  all  real  estate,  whether  im- 
proved or  not  improved,  —  to  the  assessors  of  the  town  or  place  where 
such  houses,  lands  and  other  real  estates  lay ;  distinguishing  those  in 
the  management  and  possession  of  some  other  person,  as  also  a  list 
of  all  their  personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest  more  than 
they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due,  not  on  interest,  more  than  they  are 
indebted,  and  of  monies  of  all  kinds,  in  hand  ;  and  also  the  amount  of 
the  just  value  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  stock  in  trade, 
plate,  horses,  oxen,  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  grain  of 
all  sorts,  and  all  kind  of  produce  of  the  lands,  and  of  all  other  propert}' 
whatsoever  (excepting  houshold  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farming 
utensils  and  the  tools  of  mechanicks),  on  the  said  second  day  of 
August,  according  to  the  current  price  of  such  real  and  personal  estate 
in  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  on  the  said  second  day  of  August ; 
and  also  of  the  amount  of  their  income  from  any  profession,  faculty, 
handicraft,  trade  or  employment,  and  of  the  amount  of  all  incomes 
and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  or  on  shore,  and  by  means  of 
advantages  arising  from  the  wai',  andthe  necessities  of  the  community  ; 
all  which  they  are  to  render  to  the  assessors,  on  oath,  if  required.  And 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  upon  such  notice  given,  neglect  or 
refuse  to  give  in  to  the  assessors  the  list  of  then-  polls  and  rateable 
estate,  according  to  the  description  thereof  before  given,  which  they 
were  possessed  of  on  the  said  second  day  of  August,  or  shall  bring 
in  a  list  which  the  assessors  are,in  their  judgment,  convinced  is  a  false 
one,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  assessors,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed,  to  assess  such  person  or  persons,  according  to  the  best  judg- 
ment and  estimation  they  can  form  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of 
the  said  person,  according  to  the  description  before  given.  And  if 
any  perisou  or  persons  shall  not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estates  as  afore- 
said to  the  assessors,  he  or  they  so  neglecting  or  refusing  «hall  not  be 
admitted  to  make  application  to  the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any 
abatement  of  the  assessment  laid  on  him  or  them. 

[Sect.  8.]  And  if  the  assessors  are  not,  in  their  judgment,  con- 
vinced of  any  falshood  in  the  list,  to  them  presented,  of  the  polls  and 
real  and  personal  estate,  such  list  shall  be  a  rule  of  that  person's 


[1st  Sess.]  Province  Laws. —  1779-80.  1113 

[revolutionary  PKRTOD  —  "  STATE."] 

proportion  to  the  tax,  who  presented  the  same,  which  the  assessors 
may  not  exceed. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  9.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend 
so  as  to  require  any  assessors  to  assess  any  person  for  nny  estate,  real 
or  personal,  in  his  possession  (absentees'  estates  excepted) ,  that  is 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them.     \_Passed  June  28. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  THE  Eighth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1779. 


CHAPTER    13. 


AN   ACT    TO    PREVENT    SUNDRY    ARTICLES    BEING    EXPORTED    FROM 
THIS    TO    THE   NEIGHBOURING    STATES. 


I'ri'iirable. 


Non-exporta- 
tion  of  certain 
artiirlcs  by  land 
or  water  after 
the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember instant. 


Selectmen  or 
committees 
empowered  to 
slop  teams, 
unless. 


Form  of  a  ccr- 
tlflobte. 


Whereas  this  state  are  using  their  utmost  endeavours  to  apprecinte 
the  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  there  is  great  danger  that 
their  laudable  exertions  will  be  entirely  defeated  if  measures  are  not 
speedily  taken  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  of  the  otlier 
United  (States  from  conveying  the  necessary  articles  of  consumption 
out  of  this  state,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  no  exportation  be  permit[t]ed  of  rum,  wine  or 
any  kind  of  spirits,  molasses,  sugar,  cotton-wool,  sheepswool,  wool 
cards,  flax,  salt,  coffee,  cocoa,  chocolate;  linnen,  cotton  and  linncn, 
woolen  and  cotton  goods  of  all  kinds ;  provisions  of  all  and  every 
sort ;  live  stock,  shoes,  skins  and  leather  of  all  kinds  ;  —  either  by  land 
or  by  water,  from  any  part  of  this  state,  after  the  twenty-thu'd  da}' 
of  September  instant,  to  be  carried  to  any  place  not  within  this  state, 
and  except  reasonable  ship-stores. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 

[Sect,  2.]  That  if  the  selectmen  or  committees  of  correspondence 
of  any  towns  or  plantrtions  within  this  f;tate  shall  suspect  that  any 
team  is  loaded  with  any  articles  hereinbefore  enumerated,  to  be  trans- 
ported out  of  this  state  to  any  of  the  United  States,  the  said  selectmen 
or  committees  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  stop  all  such 
teams  'till  they  shall  obtain  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  same  are 
not  designed  to  be  carried  out  of  this  state ;  which  evidence  shall  arise 
from  the  certificate  of  the  selectmen  or  committee  of  correspondence 
of  the  town  or  place,  within  this  state,  to  which  the  teamer  of  any 
goods,  or  driver  of  any  kind  of  live  stock,  belongs ;  which  certificate 
shall  l)e  in  the  words  following;  vizi^'^., — 

Tlitse  may  certify  that  the  team  and  load,  or  cattle,  sheep,  swine  or  horses, 
(as  11)0  case  may  be)  drove  by  ,  teaflaer  or  teamers,  driver  or 

drivttis  (as  the  ease  may  be),  of  the  town  of  ,  is,  or  are,  driving 

the  .same  to  the  town  of  ,  in  the  county  of  , 
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within  this  state,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  the  same  is,  or 
are,  not  to  be  carried  or  drove  out  of  said  state. 
Witness  our  hands, 


Selectmen  or  committee  of. 


—  and  if  satisfactory  evidence  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  given  within  Evidence  not 
thirty  days  after  detention  thereof,  the  selectmen  or  coinmittoes  of  ^"^ibf/thfrty 
correspondence  so  detaining  the  same  are  hereby  [e][z]mpowered  and  days,  tho  select- 
directed  to  seize  such  articles,  and  the  team,  if  they  arc  so  conveyed  ;  tee8aro''em-"" 
and  having  so  done,  shall  make  application  to  the  state's  attorney,  or  powered  to 
any  person  appointed  to  act  in  his  room,  who  is  directed  to  file  an 
information  against  them  before  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  next  to  be  holden  in  any  county  where  said  articles  shall  be 
stopped  or  seized  ;  and  the  said  court  shall  have  full  power  to  try  the  jus-  The  court  of 
tice  of  said  seizure  by  a  jury  :  and  in  case  the  said  court  shall  judge  and  of^the  peace  to* 
condemn  the  same  as  forfeited,  after  the  legal  charges  of  prosecution  try  the  justice 
are  paid,  one  fourth  part  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  state  attorney  that  seizure^'and.in 
managed  the  cause  ;  and  the  remaining  part,  one  half  of  it  shall  be  to  °^^^ 
the  nse  of  the  said  selectmen  or  committees  aforesaid,  the  other  half 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town  or  plantation  to  which  said  select- 
men or  committees  aforesaid  belong. 

Provided^  notwithff'anding,  — 

[Sect.  3.]  That  when  any  person  shall  transport  any  articles.  Proviso. 
whatever,  to  the  American  array  or  navy,  and  shall  i)roduce  a  certifi- 
cate—  signed  by  the  Board  of  War,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  or  by  Mr. 
Daniel  Noyes,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  or  by  Mr.  David  Demus,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  or  by  Mr.  Nathan  Baldwin,  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  or  by  Major  William  Pyncheon  and  Mr.  Simeon  Alex- 
ander, in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  or  by  William  Watson,  Esqi^'^., 
in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  or  by  James  Williams,  Esq'^"'^.,  in  the 
county  of  Bristol^  or  by  Capt.  William  Taylor,  in  the  county  of 
Barnstable,  or  by  CoF°^.  John  Brown  and  Mr.  Moses  Hopkins,  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  or  by  Daniel  Moultou,  Esqi^'^.,  in  the  county  of 
York,  or  by  0011^°^.  John  Wait[e],  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  or  by 
Col'^"l  Dummer  Sewall,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  —  certifying  that  the 
gooJ:5  he  has  in  his  custody  belong  either  to  the  continent  or  this 
stato,  in  such  case  the  person  with  such  goods  may  proceed  unmo- 
lested ;  taking  care  to  leave  his  permit  with  any  one  of  the  above 
committee  that  lives  nearest  the  state  said  goods  are  next  to  pass 
into  :  otherwise  it  shall  be  deemed  that  the  person  so  conveying  goods 
had  no  permit,  and  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  provided  by 
this  act. 

And  be  it  further'  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  if  it  shall  hereafter  appear  that  any  of  the  articles  Articles  trans- 
hereinbefore  enumerated  had  been  transported  out  of  this  state  con-  f^g'gfate  con- 
trary to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  the  owner,  or  any  trarytothis 
person  carrying  the  same,  shall  forfeit  the  value  of  such  goods,  to  be  toforfeitth'Jf'^* 
recoA'-ered  by  a  special  action  of  the  case,  in  any  court  proper  to  try  value  of  such 
the  same  ;  and,  after  paying  the  charges  of  prosecution,  one  half  thereof  ^°°  *' 
shall  be  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  the  other  How  recovered, 
h:  If  to  the  use  of  this  state  :  provided^the  action  is  commenced  in  three 
montlis  after  the  goods  are  transported. 

[Sect.  5.]     This   act  to  continue  in  force  to  the  fifteenth  day  of  Limitation. 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty.     [Passed  September  23. 
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CHAPTER    14. 

AN  ACT  TO  SET  OFF  A  STRIP  OF  LAND  TWO  HUNDRED  RODS  IN 
WIDTH,  WITH  THE  INHABITANTS  THEREON,  FROM  THE  SOUTH- 
ERLY PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WESTFIELD,  AND  ANNEXING  THE 
SAME  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  SOUTHWICK. 


Preamble. 


A.  strip  of  land 
in  the  town  of 
Westfield,  an- 
uoxcd  to  the 
town  of  South- 
wick. 

Boundaries. 
1770-71,  chap.  1. 


Proviso. 


Whereas  it  appears  that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Westfield,  in  the  county  of  Hampshu-e,  living  in  the  southerly  part 
thereof ,  would  be  much  accommodated  by  being  setoff  from  said  town, 
and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Southwick,  in  said  county,  and  that  the 
said  town  of  Southwick  ought  to  have  an  addition  of  lands  annexed 
thereto,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  a  strip  of  land  two  hundred  rods  in  width,  on  the 
southerly  side  of  the  said  town  of  Westfield,  together  with  the  inhab- 
itants thereon,  be  and  hereby  is  set  off  from  the  said  town  of  West- 
field,  and  annexed  to  the  said  town  of  Southwick,  and  incorporated 
therewith :  the  northern  line  of  said  Southwick  to  be  hereafter  two 
hundred  rods  further  north  than  the  line  established  by  the  act  for 
setting  off  and  incorporating  said  Southwick,  and  paral[Z]el[l]  thereto  ; 
and  said  strip  of  land,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  shall  forever  here- 
after be  considered  as  belonging  to  said  town  of  Southwick. 

Provided,  nevertheless, — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  inhabitants  shall  pay  their  proportionable 
part  of  all  taxes  which  are  already  assessed  and  levied  on  the  said 
town  of  Westfield,  anything  in  this  act  notwithstanding. 

Provided,  also,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  amount  of  the  estates  contained  on,  and  in,  said 
strip  of  land,  and  the  polls  thereon  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the 
town  of  Westfield,  in  the  valuation  last  taken,  as  belonging  to  said 
Westfield,  be  deducted  by  the  return  made  by  said  assessors,  and 
added  to  the  return  made  by  the  assessors  of  the  said  town  of  South- 
wick.    [^Passed  October  6. 


CHAPTER    15. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  [E]  [i]NTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PRE- 
VENT SUNDRY  ARTICLES  BEING  EXPORTED  FROM  THIS  TO  THE 
NEIGHBOURINQ   STATES." 

fy'To'S^iha   13       Whereas  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  sundry  articles  being 
,c  ap.    .  g^pQj,^Q(j  from  this  to  the  neighbouring  states,"  made  and  passed  the 
present  session,  hath  been  found  insufficient  to  answer  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  designed, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
^a8^8teei,°or  [Sect.  1.]     That  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  October,  instant, 

hate',  prohibited  DO  Bohea,  or  any  other  India  teas,  any  sort  of  steel,  or  any  kind  of 
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hat[t]s,  be  permit[t]ed  to  be  exported,  either  by  land  or  water,  from  to  be  exported 

any  part  of  this  state  to  any  place  not  within  the  limits  of  the  same,  °^g°  ^l^  mhoi 

except  reasonable  ship-stores ;    and  that  when   any  of   the   articles  October  instant. 

herein  prohibited,  as  aforesaid,  or  any  of  those  enumerated  in  the  act  Selectmen  or 

to  which  this  is  in  addition,  shall  be  seiz'd  by  the  selectmen  or  com-  direSed  uTsoizc 

mittees  of  correspondence  of  any  town  or  plantation  within  this  state,  f^ed^by  this'nct 

agreeable  to  the  directions  in  the  said  act  contained,  unless  the  team-  unieBs  the 

ster,  driver,  or  person  under  whose  direction  the  same  shall  be,  will  oath.^ctc.'"'^^' 

make  oath,  before  some  justice  of  peace  within  this  state,  that  such 

articles  or  effects  are  not  intended  to  be  carried  out  of  this  state,  or 

will  produce  to  such  selectmen  or  committee  such  certificate,  as  is  in 

the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition  directed,  that  such  goods  or  articles 

were  not  designed  to  be  carried  out  of  this  state,  all  and  every  such 

article  or  articles,  with  the  team,  carriage,  boat  or  vessel  carrying  or 

conveying  the  same,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  forfeited  for  the  pm-- 

poses  in  the  said  act  mentioned.    And  all  such  selectmen  or  committees 

are  hereby  [i][e]mpowered  to  stop,  seize  and  proceed  with  all  or  any 

of  the  articles  herein  enumerated,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are 

dnected  to  do,  in  like  circumstances,  with  any  of  the  articles  in  the  said 

act  enumerated ;  and  are,  in  like  manner,  directed  to  stop,  seize  and 

proceed  with,  any  of  the  articles  therein  or  herein  enumerated  which 

shall  be  laden  on  board  any  vessel  or  boat  in  any  port  or  harbour  in 

the  town  they  belong  to,  of  which  they  shall  have  the  like  suspicion 

and  the  like  failure  of  evidence.     And  such  selectmen  or  committees 

are  hereby  [iJ[e]mpowered  and  directed,  whenever  they  shall  stop 

any  such  articles,  teams,  vessel  or  boat,  as  mentioned  in  this  or  the 

act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  to  take  proper  care  of  and  secure 

such  articles  at  the  expence  of  the  owner  or  owners,  or  teamster[s], 

or  boatman,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  safe  and  proper,  'till 

satisfactory  evidence,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  given  them,  or  until  the 

justice  of  the  seizure  shall  be  tried  and  determined. 

And  tohereas,  divers  persons,  inhabitants  of  this  and  [the']  neighbour- 
ing states,  have  imported  into  this  state,  before  the  passing  of  the  said 
act,  sundry  articles  of  provisions,  with  an  intention  to  export  from 
the  same  some  of  the  articles  therein  or  herein  enumerated,  and  no 
provision  is  made  in  the  said  act  for  the  same,  — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  any  person  or  persons,  being  inhabitants  of  this  Persons  beinj? 
or  any  of  the  neighbouring  states,  who  have  imported  or  brought,  or  Jhendghbor-^ 
shall  import  or  bring,  into  this  state,  any  kind  of  provisions,  every  j^f^^^j-jf^ '  P'''' 
such  person  or  persons  shall  and  hereby  are  permit[t]ed  to  export  transport  im- 
out  of  this  state  any  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  said  act  or  in  this  t^^^^""^  articles 
act :  provided,  such  person  or  persons  shall  make  oath,  before  some  Proviso 
magistrate  of  this  state,  that  the  article  or  articles  by  him  or  them 
were  imported  since  the  first  day  of  August  last,  were  sold  at  the 
prices  agreed  upon  by  the  late  convention  at  Concord,  and  that  the 
articles  so  to  be  exported  were  purchased  at  the  prices  agreed  upon 
by  the  late  convention  at  Concord,  and  do  not  amount,  at  that  rate,  to 
rnore  than  he  or  they  sold  the  article,  by  him  or  them  imported,  for ; 
and  the  persons  appointed  in  each  county  to   give   certificates  are 
hereby  dkected  to  give  all  such  persons  permits  to  export  the  same, 
upon  being  properly  certified  that  such  person  or  persons  have  made 
oath  as  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  all  and  every  person  or  persons,  who  are  inhab- 
itants of  any  of  the  neighbouring  states,  and  shall  have  imported  into 
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this  state,  by  "water,  since  the  first  day  of  August  last,  any  of  the 
articles  enumerated  in  said  act,  or  in  this  act, or  shall  hereafter  import 
into  this  state,  by  water,  any  of  said  articles,  such  person  or  person [sj 
shall  and  hereby  are  permitted  to  export  the  same  out  of  this  state, 
anything  in  this  act,  or  t[/ie*]  act  aforesaid,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Provided, — 
Proviso.  [Sect.  4.]     Such  person  or  persons  shall  obtain  a  permit  from  any 

of  the  persons,  in  the  respecti[ye*]  counties  in  this  state,  appointed  to 
give  certificates,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  such  permits 
upon  being  properly  certified  that  such  person  or  persons  have  made 
oath,  before  some  magistrate  of  this  state,  that  such  articles  were, 
by  liim  or  them,  imported  into  this  state  since  the  first  day  of  August 
last,  and  that  he  was  not,  at  the  time  of  such  importation,  nor  is  he 
now,  an  inhabitant  of  this  state. 

Provided, — 

[Sect.  5.]  That  nothing  in  this  act,  or  that  to  which  this  is  in 
addition,  shall  be  consti-ued  to  extend  to  such  persons  as  are  or  may 
be  removing,  with  his,  her,  or  their  families  and  effects,  to  any  place 
without  the  limits  of  this  state  ;  such  person  so  removing,  produc- 
ing a  certificate  from  any  of  the  persons,  in  the  respective  counties, 
appointed  by  this  court  to  grant  certificates,  that  such  is  the  case. 
[_Passed  October  6. 


CHAPTER     16. 

AN  ACT  TO  CONTINUE  IN  FORCE  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  AGAINST 
MONOPOLY  AND  FORESTALLING,"  WHICH  ACT  IS  NEAR  EXPIRING. 


Prcamljle. 
1778-79,  chap. 


Monopoly  act 
continued  to 
the  first  of  July, 
1780. 


Whereas  the  aforesaid  act  hath  been  found,  by  experience,  to  be 
useful  and  beneficial, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
ill  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  before-mentioned  act  be  continued,  with  all  and  every 
clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  and  shall  be  in  force 
until [1]  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  gen- 
eral court,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  October  6. 


CHAPTER    17. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  IMPOSITIONS  ON  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  ANY 
TOWN  WITHIN  THIS  STATE,  IN  THE  SALE  OF  FIREWOOD  AND  BARK, 
IN  ANY  OF  SAID  TOWNS. 


Preamble. 

1772-7a  chap.  8. 


Whereas  great  frauds  are  committed  by  the  sale  of  firewood 
and  bark  brought  into  said  towns,  by  reason  of  such  loads  not  being 
measured  before  sale ;  for  remedy  thereof,  and  for  preventing  the 
like  frauds  and  abuses  for  the  future,  — 

*  Engrossment  mntilated. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  all    firewood   or  bark  that  shall,  after  the  four- No  wood  to  be 
teeuth  day  of  October,  instant,  be  brought  into  any  town  within  this  If^^  ofoctober 
state,  that  hath  appointed  measurers  of  firewood   or  bark  in  the  man-  instant,  without 
ner  hereafter  mentioned,  and  said  firewood   or  bark  [and]  offered  for  measured! 
sale   before  the  same  be  first  measured,   and  a  ticket  taken,  by  the 
driver  of  the  wood  or  bark,  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  be 
appointed  to  measure  the  same,  as  is  hereafter  provided,  certifying  the 
(quantity  of  wood  such  load  contain  [s],  also  the  name  of  the  driver, 
and  the  town  in  which  he  resides,  which  ticket  shall  be  delivered  the 
driver  by  the   measurer,   such  wood  or  bark  shall  be  forfeited,  two  Forfeitures, 
third  parts  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town  where  such  p°^^°  ^^  ^'^' 
wood  or  bark  is  offered  for  sale,  and  the  other  third  part  thereof  to 
the  measurer  or  measurers  of  wood,  or  any  other  person  who  shall 
prosecute  for  the  same :  the  forfeitures  arising  on  the  breach  of  this 
act  may  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint  or  information,  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  for  and  within  the  county  where  the  offence  shall  be 
committed,  or  any  court  of  record  proper  to  try  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[.Sect.  2.]     That  the  selectmen  of  any  town  within  this  state  may,  selectmen 
upon  application  of  five  or  more  inhabitants  of  the  town,  nominate  appolnt^meas- 
and  appoint  one  or  more  meet  person  or  persons  to  be  measurers  of  urers  of  wood 
wood  and  bark  thus  brought  in  for  sale,  or  offered  to  sale,  in  any  of  °'  ^'^^^' 
the  towns  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  stationed  in  such  parts  of  the  re- 
spective towns  as  the  selectmen  of  said  towns  shall  think  wiU  be  most 
convenient ;  and  the  selectmen  of  the  respective  towns  shall  give  pub- 
lic [k]   notice  of  the  same;  which  measurer  or  measurers   shall    be  Measurers  to 
sworn  to  the  faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of  their  office,  and  shall 
receive  such  fees  or  allowance  for  their  service  as  the   selectmen  of  Fees  allowed, 
the  several  towns  shall, from  time  to  time,  judge  reasonable  :  said  fees 
or  allowance  to  be  paid  by  the  driver,  and  repaid  to  him  by  the  pur- 
chaser. 

[Sect.  3.]     This  act  to  be  in  force  for  three  years  from  and  after  Limitation, 
the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  instant,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
sitting  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  October  8. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  THE  Tenth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1779. 


CHAPTER    18. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE  NEAR  EXPIRING, 

Preamble.  Whereas  the  Several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  near  ex- 

piring,   have   been   found    useful   and    beneficial;    viz"^'^.,    two    acts 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirtv- 

1737-38, chap. 8.  scvcu  *,  ouc,  iutitlcd  "  Au  Act  iu  further  addition  to  an  act  raado  iu 
the  first  j^ear  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  '  An  Act  to 
prevent  coparceners,  joint  tenants  and  tenants  in  common,  from 
committing  strip  and  waste  upon  lands  by  them  held   in  comraoa  an:l 

1737-38,  chap.  9.  Undivided;'"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  au 
act  intitled  '  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  id[i][e"|ots  and  distracted  per- 
sons ; ' "  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

1739-40, chap. 8.  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  effectual  prevent- 
ing of  horses,  neat  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  from  running  at  large  oj 
feeding  upon  a  certain  island  called  Plumb  Island,  lying  in, Ipswich 
Bay,  in  the  county  of  Essex ;  "  three  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our 

1740-41, chap.  15.  Loi'd  ouc  Ihousaud  seven  hundred  and  forty  ;  one,  intitled  '•  An  Act  to 
prevent  damage  being  done  to  the  harbour  of  Cape  Cod  by  cattle  and 

1740-41, chap.  19.  liorse-kiud  feeding  on  Provincetown  land;"  another,  intitled  "An 
Act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  for  regulating  of  fences,  &c.  ;  "  the 

174041, chap.23.  other,  iutitlcd  "  Au  Act  to  encourage  the  increase  of  sheep  and 
goats  ; "  two  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

1741-42,  chap.  1.  hundred  and  forty-one;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  unneces- 
sary  petitions  to  tlie  great  and  general  court ; "  thd  otlier,  intitled 

1741-42, chap. 5.  "  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  porters  employed  within  the  town 
of  Boston  ; "  six  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ono  thousand 

1742-43,  chap.  4.  seve'U  hundred  and  forty-two;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to 
and  for  rendering  more  effectual  an  act  for  regulating  the  assize  of 
cask',  and  preventing  deceit  in  packing  of  fish,  beef  and  pork,  for 
sale,  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary ;  and  also  for  the  preventing  fraud  and  injustice  in  the  raeasur- 

1742-43,  chap.  11.  ing  of  grain;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being 
done  unto  Billingsgate  Bay  in  the  town  of  Eastham,  by  cattle  and 
hor«e-kind,   and  sheep   feeding  on  the  beach  and   islands  adjoining 

1742-43, chap.  17,  thereto  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the 
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sinall-pox  and  other  infectious  sickness,  and  to  prevent  the  concealing 
the  same  ;"  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  multiplicity  of  1742-43, chap. 25. 
lawsuits;"    another,   intitled     ''An  Act  in  further  addition  to,  and  1742-43,  chap.  28. 
explanation  of,  an  act  intitled   '  An  Act    for   regulating   townships, 
choice  of  town  officers,  &c. ;'"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addi-  iT42-43,chap  is. 
tion  to  the  several   laws  of  this  province  relating  to  the  support  of 
poor  and  indigent  persons ; "   one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three,  intitled  "An  Act  for  1743-44,  chap.  6. 
preventing  mischief  by  unruly  dogs  on  the  island  of  Nantucket;" 
five   acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-four ;  one,  intitled  ''  An  Act  to  prevent  mischief  being  done  1744-45, chup  25. 
by  unruly  dogs;"  another,  intitled  "An   Act  to  prevent  neat  cattle  i74445^chap"k 
and  horses  running  at  large  and  feeding  on  the  beaches  adjoining  to 
Eastern-Harbour  Meadows,  in  the  town  of  Truro  ;  "  another,  intitled 
"  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  preventing  damage  to  the  harbour  1744-45, chap.  27. 
of   Cape    Cod,  by  cattle  and  horse-kind  feeding   on    Provincetown 
lands  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  unnecessary  cost  being  1745.46, chap. 7. 
allowed  to  parties  and  witnesses  in  the  several  courts  of  justice  within 
this  province;"  the  other  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  the   act  1745^6, chap. le. 
intitled  '  An  Act  for  appointing  commissioners  of  sewers  ; '  "  five  acts 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
six ;    one,    intitled    "An    Act   relating  to  views  by  a  jury,  in   civil  1746-47,  chap  6. 
actions;"    anothej",    intitled    "An  Act  more  effectually   to   prevent  1746-47, chap.  17. 
profane  cursing  and  swearing;"  another,   intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  1746-47, chap. 20 
better   regulating    swine;"   another,    intitled    "An   Act   to  prevent  1746-47, chap  27. 
damage  being  done  unto  Nasset  Meadow,  by  cattle  and  horse-kind 
feeding  on  the  beach  adjoining  thereto  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  1746-47, chap. 2s. 
to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  meadow  called  Sandy-Neck  Meadow, 
in  Barnstable,  and  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  harbour  there  ;  " 
two  acts  mhde  in   the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-seven  ;  one,  intitled  "  Au  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  1747-48, chap. 3. 
wild  fowl ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  deceit  in  the  gage  1747-48,  chap.  7. 
of  cask[.?]  ; "  three  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hiindi-ed  and  forty-eight ;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  ease  of  i748-w,chap.9. 
prisoners  for  debt;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  more  easy  1748.49, chap.  12. 
partition  of  lands;"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  1748.49, chap. i4. 
by  fire  in  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Chaiiestown  ;  "  five  acts  made  in 
the   year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  ; 
one,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  beach  in  1748-49, chap.  18. 
Bidleford,  and  meadow.?  adjoining  to  said  beach,  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  Wiater-IIarbour  Beach  ;  "  another,  intitled  "An  Act  to  1749-50,  chap.  3. 
prevent  the  disturbance  given  the  general  court  by  the  passing  of 
coaches,  chaises,  carts,  trucks  and  other  carriages  by  the  province 
court-house;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act  for  regulating  the  hospital  i'7*9-5o.  chap.  6. 
on    Rainsfoid    IsLmd.  and   further   providing   in    case  of  sickness ;" 
another,  intitled  "  Au  Act  for  the  punishing  such  offenders  as  shall  1749-50,  chap.  7. 
be  any  v/ays  concerned  in  contriving,  writing  or  send[ni]g  any  inc  jn- 
diary  or  menacing  letters  in  order  to  extort  sums  of  money  or  other 
things  of  value  from  any  of  his  majesty's  good  subjects  ;  "  the  other, 
intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  alewives  1749-50,  chap.  12. 
in  the  town  of  Middleborough ; "  five  act.s  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven   hundred  and  fifty  ;  one,  intitled  "  Au  Act  1749-50, chap. 22. 
against  (iiminishing  or  counterfeiting  money  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  1749.50, chap. 23. 
Act  in  addition  to  and  for  rendering  more  effectual  'An  Act  for  the 
restraining  the  taking  excessive  usury;'"  another,  intitled  "  Au  Act  i749.50,chap.24. 
to  prevent  stage-plays  and  other  theatrical  entertainments  ;  "  another, 
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i749-«),chap.2r.  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  intitled  *  An  Act  to  encourage 

1760^1,  chap.  6.  the  increase  of  sheep  and  goats  ; ' "  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  [Act]  in 
addition  to  the  act  for  better  regulating  swine  ; "  two  acts  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one  ;  ono, 

1760-61,  chap.  21.  intitled  -'An  Act  providing  for  the  support  of  ministers  in  new  pkin- 

1750-51, chap. 22.  tations ;"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  regii- 
latiag  fences,  cattle,  &c.  ;  "  three. acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

1752-53, chap.  12.  onc  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  for 
further  regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  probate  within 

1752-53,  chap.  13.  this  proviucc  ; "  another,  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  more  easy  parti- 
tion of  lands  or  other  real  estate,  given  by  will,  and  held  in  common 

1752-53, chap.  18.  and  Undivided,  among  the  devisees  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  Au  Act  for 
further  preventing  all  riotous,  tumultuous  and  disorderly  assemblies  or 
companies  of  persons,  and  for  preventing  bonfires  in  any  of  the  streets 
or  lanes  within  any  of  the  towns  of  this  province ;"  three  acts  made 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-three  ; 

1752-53, chap. 20.  onc,  intitled  "An  Act  for  preventing   damage   by   horses  going  at 

1753-54, chap. 9.    large  ; "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  firing  the  woods  ;  "  the 

1753-54,  chap.  29.  Other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws  of  this  govern- 
ment made  for  the  regulating  general  fields  ; "  two  acts  made  in  tlie 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four ;  one, 

1753-54,  chap.  44.  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  neat  cattle  and  horses  running  at  large 
and  feeding  on  the  beaches  and  meadows  below  the^ banks,  in  the  town 
of  Truro,  from  the  house  of  Joshua  Atkins  to  Bound  Brook,  and  also 
on  the  common  meadow  at  and  about  Pamit  Harbour  and  River,  as  fnr 

1754-55,  chap.  21.  up  as  the  wadiug-placc  by  John  Lumbart's  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "An 
Act  for  the  securing  the  growth  and  increase  of  a  certain  parcel  of 
wood  and  timber  in  the  townships  of  Ipswich  and  Wenham,  in  the 
county  of  Essex ;  "  two  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 

1754-55,  chap.  26.  sand  scvcu  huudrcd  and  fifty-five  ;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  for  appoint- 

1755-56, chap.  9.  ing  assayers  of  potash  and  pearlash ; "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to 
prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  beach,  humocks  and  meadows 
belonging  to  the  town  of  Scituate,  lying  between  the  southerly  end  of 
the  Third  Cliff,  so  called,  and  the  mouth  of  the  North  River ; "  one  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 

1755-56,  chap.  43.  six,  iutitlcd  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  and  laws  of  this 
province  now  in  force  respecting  poor  and  idle,  disorderly  and 
vagrant  persons  ; "  five  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 

1756-57, chap. 28.  saud  scvcn  hundred  and  fifty-seven  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  f or  f  urthti- 

1756-57, chap. 31.  regulating  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  Au 
Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  unto  Billingsgate  Bay  in  the  town 
of  Eastham,  by  cattle  and  horse-kind  and  sheep  feeding  on  the  beach 

1757-58,  chap. 5.  and  islands  adjoining  thereto  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent 
damage  being  done  on  the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  the  township 
of  Barnstable,  on  the  south  side  of  the  harbour,  contiguous  to  the 

1757^8,  chap.  10.  commou  fields  in  said  town;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition 
to  an  act  intitled   'An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  providing  of 

1757-58, chap.  11.  pounds,  &c.  ; '"  the  othcT,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  neat  cattle, 
horses  and  .sheep  running  at  large  and  feeding  on  the  beaches  between 
Wells  and  Ogunquit  harbours,  in  the  town  of  Wells,  and  to  prevent 
the  mowing  of  the  same  ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 

1758-59, chap. 6.  thoufc.and  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to 
the  several  acts  for  the  better  regulating  the  Indians  ;  "  four  acts  made 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  ; 

1758-69, chap.  18.  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  providing  that  the  solemn  affirmation  of  the 
people  called  Quakers   shall,  in   certain  cases,  be  accepted  instead 
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of  an  oath  in  the  usual  form  ; "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  1758^9, chap. 33. 
to  an  act  intitled  '  An  Act  for  regulating  of  fences,  cattle,  &c. ; ' " 
another,  intitled  ''An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  relating  to  executors  1758-59,  chap.  37. 
and  administrators  ;"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  further  addition  1758-59,  chap  17. 
to  an  act   intitled    '  An  Act   for  explanation  of,  and  supplement  to, 
an  act  refev[?']ing   to  the  poor,  &c  ;'"  four  acts  made  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  1759-60,  chap.  21. 
Act  relating  to  ferries;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  better  1759-60, chap. 29. 
regulating  the  choice  of  petit  jurors  ; "  another,  intitled  "An  Act  to  i759-6o,chap  ss. 
prevent  damage  being  done  on  a  beach  at  Monument  Ponds,  in  the 
township  of  Plymouth,  lying  between  the  lands  of  the  late  Thomas 
Clarke  and  Joseph  Bartlet[t],  deceased,  and  on  a  certain  tract  of 
marshy  ground  lying  under  water  there  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  i76o-6i,  chap.  13. 
for  the  more  easy  division  and  distribution  of  intestate  estates  ;  "  six 
acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-one;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  i76o.6i,chap.i9. 
the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  and  adjoining  on  the  north  side  of 
the  town  of  Harwich,  between  Skeket  Harbour,  on  the  east,  andQuivet 
Harbour,  on  the  west;"  another,  intitled  '-An  Act  for  preventing  the  i76o-6i,chap.35. 
stealing  and  clandestinely  conveying  sheep  away  from  the  island  of 
Martha's  Vineyard,  in  Dukes  County;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act  in  i760.6i,chap.2S, 
addition  to  an  act  made  and  passed  this  present  year,  intitled  '  An 
Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  meadows  and  beaches  lying 
in  and  adjoining  to  the  north  side  of  the  town  of  Harwich,  between 
Skeket   Harbour,  on  the  east,  and  Quivet  Harbour,  on  the  west ; ' " 
another,  intitled  "An  Act  establishing  a  watch  for  the  safety  and  1761-62,  chap.  5. 
better  securing  the  good  order  of  the  town  of  Boston ; "   another, 
intitled  "An  Act  further  [i]  [ejmpowering  the  courts  of  general  ses-  i76i-62,chap.i.t. 
sions  of  the  peace,  in  this  province,  to  grant  licences  in  certain  cases, 
and  thereby  to  prevent  unnecessary  petitions  to  the  general  court ;  " 
the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  providing  for  the  levying  and  collecting  I76i-62,chap.i6. 
of  taxes  in  plantations  that  are  not  incorporated  ;  "  one  act  made  in 
the   year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixtj^-two, 
intitled    "An   Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  made  to  prevent  1762-63, chap.  13. 
damage  by  fire  in  the  town  of  Boston  ;  "  three  acts  made  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-thi*ee  ;  one,  intitled 
"An  Act  declaring  and  regulating  the  standard  of  wheat  imported  1^62-63,  chap.  19. 
into  this  province,  and  [for]  preventing  abuses  by  millers ; "  another, 
intitled    "  An   Act  'to  exempt  the  people  called   Quakers  from  the  1762-63, chap.  26. 
penalty   of  the   law   for   non-attendance  on  military  musters ; "  the 
other,    intitled   "  An  Act  for  incorporating  the  Indians  and  molattoes,  1763-64, chap. 3. 
inhabitants  of  Mashpee,  with  their  lands  there,  into  a  district,  with 
certain  privileges  ;  and  for  their  better  regulation  ;  "  two  acts  made  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four  ;  one, 
intitled    "An  Act  to  enable  the  collectors  of  taxes  in  the  town  of  1763-64, chap. is. 
Boston  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  rates  and  taxes  given  them  to  col- 
lect, in  certain  cases  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  the 
act  intitled  'An  Act  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  ale- 1764-65,  chap.  10. 
wives,  in  the  town  of  Middleborough  ; '  "  six  acts  made  in  the  year  of  Revival  of 
our   Lord  one  thousand  seven   hundred  and  sixty-five  ;  one,  intitled  ^^^^""^   ''^^• 
"  An  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  salmon  and  other  fish  in  Mciri-  1764-65, chap. 24. 
mack  River,  within  this  province  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  pre-  1764-65, chap. 25. 
vent  the  destructioa  of  oysters  in  the  several  bays  and  rivers  hereafter 
mentioned,  within  this  province;"  another,  intitled  "An  Act  for  pre-  1764-65,  chap.  84. 
venting  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  alewives  and  other  fish,  within 
this  province  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  1766-66, chap.  12. 
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doDj  in  the  woods  in  Plymouth,  Sandwich,  Barnstable,  Falmouth  atid 

1786-66, chap. 20.  Waioham,  by  hunting  with  hounds  and  dos;s  ;  "  another,  intitled  "  Au 
Act   for  the  preservation  of  the  beach  and  harbour  in  the  town  of 

1766-66, chap.  19.  Plymouth;"  the  other,  intitled  '^Au  Act  for  the  preservatiou  anJ 
incjoase  of  moose  and  deer  on  Tarpaulin-Cove  Island  and  N3uno- 
maf.[s]et  Island,  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Dukes  Couuty ;  " 
one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

1765-66,  chap.  30.  sixiy-six,  intitled  "An  Act  for  amending  of  an  act  made  in  the  fifth 
year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  salmon  and  other  fish  in  Merrimack  River,  within  this 
province ; ' "  four  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

1766-67,  chap.  17.  scvou  hundred  and  sixty-seven;  one,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to 
the  several  laws  already  made,  relating  to  the  removal  of  poor  persons 
out  of  the  towns  whereof  they  are  not  inhabitants  ;  "  another,  intitled 

1766-67, chap.  16.  "  An  Act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  meadows  and  beaclies 
lying  in  and  adjoining  on  the  south  side  of  the  towns  of  Tisbury  and 
Chilmark,  in  the  county  of  Dukes  County,  between  the  land  of 
Matthew  Mayhew,  Esq"^'^.,  on  the  west,  and  the  creek  of  water  tiiat 
divides  the  lands  of  Thomas  ^Yaldron  from  the  beach,  on  the  east ;  " 

1766-67,  chap.  13.  another,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  two  several  acts  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  salmon  and  other  fish  in  Merrimack  River,  within 

1767 -OS, chap.  10.  this  proviucc  ;  "  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  frauds  by  the 
adulteration  of  pot[t]ash  and  pearlash  ; "  three  acts  made  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight ;  one,iatitle;l 

1767-68, chap.  16.  "  An  Act  iu  further  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  settlement  and 

1707-68,  chap.  13.  suppoi't  of  schools  and  schoolmasters;"  another,  intitled  "An  Actio 
prevent  damage  being  done  on  Bound-Brook  Island  and  Griffith's 
Islands,  within  the  district  of  Wellfleet,  by  cattle,   horse-kind    and 

1767-68, chap.  17.  shccp  ;  "  the  othcT,  iutitlcd  "  Au  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the 
salt  meadows,  lying  in  the  towns  of  Tisbury  and  Chilmark  ;  "  one  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 

1769-70, chap. 7.  uino,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  [iJ[(^]mpower  the  east  precinct  in  Salem, 
where  the  Rev[e/'ew]d  Mr.  James  Diman  now  officiates,  to  raise  money 
for  defraying  ministerial  and  other  necessary  charges  of  saiJ  pre- 
uinct ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 

1769-70,  chap.  13.  dred  and  seventy,  intitled  "An  Act  to  [i][e]mpower  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Newburyport.  belonging  to  the  several  religious  socie- 
ties within  the  same,  to  raise  money  for  defraying  ministerial  and 
necessary  charges  ;  "  two  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 

1770-71, ch.-ip. 21.  sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  for 
regulating    the  alewive[s]   fishery  in  the  town  of  Pembroke;"    the 

1770-71, chap. 32.  other,  intitled  "  An  Aot  to  prevent  the  taking  of  the  fish  called  bass, 
in  the  river  Parker,  in  the  town  of  Newbur3%  in  a  certain  season  of 
the  year  ;  "  two  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

1772-73,  chap.  17.  hundred  and  seventy-two;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  regulatin;.';  town 

1772-73,  chap.  20.  meetings  in  the  town  of  Danvers  ; "  the  other,  intitled  "-An  Act  tt) 
prevent  the  destruction  of  oysters  in  Charles  and  Misticii:  rivers  ;  ' 
three  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 

1772-73, chap. 45.  and  scventy-three ;  one,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction 
of  ;jalmon  and  other  fish  in  Merrimack  River,  within  this  province  ; " 

1772-73, chap. 46.  another,  intitled  "An  Act  to  [iJ[e]mpower  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Rochester,  in  the  couuty  of  Plymouth,  to  regulate  the  taking 
of  ii:jh  within  the  harbour  and  coves  of  said  township  ;  "  the  otlier, 

1772-73, chap. 61.  intitled  "•  An  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of.  alewives  and  other  fish 
in  Ipswich  River,  and  to  encourage  the  increase  of  tlie  same  ;  "  four 
acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ona  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
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seventy-four;  oue,   iatitled  '' Aa  Act  making   further  provision  for  1773.74,  chap.  29. 
regulating  the   alewive  fishery  in   the  town  of  Bridgewater,  and  for 
repealing  an  act,  made  in  tiie  eleventh  year  of  his  present  majesty's 
reign,  intitled  'An  Act  for  regulating  the  alewive  fishery  in  the  town  1773-74,  chap.  so. 
of  Bridgewater;'"  another,  intitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  neat  cattle, 
horses,  sheep,  goats  and  swine  from  going  at  large  upon  the  island  of 
Chabequidick  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  ;  and  for  preventing  other 
trespasses  being  done  on  any  of  the  Indian  lands  on  said  island,  for 
the  future  ;  "  another,  intitled  ''  An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  for  render-  1773-74, chap. 32. 
ing  more  effectual,  an  act  passed  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  present 
majesty's  reign,  intitled  '  An  Act  in  addition  to  several  acts  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  salmon  and  other  fish  in  Merrimack  River, 
within  this  province;'"  the  other,  intitled  "An  Act  to  exempt  the  1774,  chap. «. 
people  called  Quakers,  and  Antipedobaptists,  from  paying  taxes  for  the 
support  of  ministers  settled  by  the  laws  of  this  province,  and  for  the 
building  and  repairing  meeting-houses  or  places  of  public  worship,"  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Gewral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  all  the  before-mentioned  acts,  which  are  now  near  expired,  be 
continued,  with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  re- 
spectively contained,  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  November, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five.     {_Passed  November  25. 


CHAPTER    19. 

AN  ACT  FOR  PROLONGING  THE  TIME  FOR  ADMINISTERING  THE  OATH, 
OR  AFFIRMATION,  OF  FIDELITY  AND  ALLEGIANCE,TO  COMMISSIONED 
MILITARY  OFFICERS. 

Whereas,  by  the  laws  of  this  state,  it  Is  required  that  the  oath,  or  Preamble, 
aflarmation,  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  be  administered  to  all  commis-  1778-79, chap. 47. 
sioned  military  officers  of  this  state,  by  the  first  day  of  December 
next,  otherwise  that  such  oflicer  be  considered  as  disqualified  to  act  in 
the  olfice  whereunto  he  is  commissionated  ;  which  time  does  not  appear 
to  this  court  suflicient  for  all  the  commissioned  military  officers  to 
take  said  oath,  by  reason  of  many  of  them  having  been  called  abroad 
into  the  public  service,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  the  time  for  administering  said  oath  of  fidelity  AiicommiB. 
and  allegiance,  be  prolonged,  for  all  commissioned  military  officers,  to  offlclrsTd' t-ikl 
the  first  day  of  July  next;   and  that  no  person  be  considered  as  dis-  the  oath  of 
qualified  fi-om  acting  in  any  military  office,  as  aforesaid,  before  the  b/thelst'diiy ' 
expiration  of  said  time,  although  the  oath  afores[ai]d  be  not  to  them  o!  July  next, 
administered ;  any  law  of  this  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  of  mill-  Conunanding 
tia  within  this  state,  require  and  enjoin  every  militia  officer  under  his  ^utrto  rcq'lfi'i'e 
command,  that  hath  not  taken  said  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  to  eTCrymUitia 
take  the  same  on  or  before  the  first  day  of   July  aforesaid  ;  and  said  command  to 
commanding  officer  is  hereby  [iJ[e]mpowered,  having  first  taken  said  b^'^galdji^g"^ 
oath  himself,  to  administer  the  same  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  regi-  Empowering 
raent  under  his  command,  and  required  to  make  return  thereof  into  o^^rslo'ad- 
the  secretary's  office  as  soon  as  may  be.     [Passed  November  29.  minister  tha 

*  said  oath. 
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CHAPTER     20. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  ENCOURAG- 
ING THE  FIXING  OUT  ARMED  VESSELS  TO  DEFEND  THE  SEA-COAST 
OF  AMERICA,  AND  FOR  ERECTING  A  COURT  TO  TRY  AND  CONDEMN 
ALL  VESSELS  THAT  SHALL  BE  FOUND  IN[F]  [F]ESTING  THE  SAME." 


Preamble. 
1775-76,  chap. 

7,  §8. 


Vessels  cap- 
lured  by  two  or 
more  vessels, 
jointly,  how 
divided. 


Whereas  ia  the  said  act  it  is,  among  other  things,  enacted  that  "  if 
two  or  more  vessels,  the  commanders  whereof  shall  be  properly  com- 
missioned, shall  jointly  take  such  vessel,  the  money  she  and  her  cargo 
and  appurtenances  shall  sell  for",  after  paying  charges  in  manner  di- 
rected in  said  act,  "  shall  be  divided  between  the  captoi's,  in  proportion 
to  their  number  of  men  "  ;  and  whereas  it  appears  to  this  court  to  l)0 
more  just  and  equitable  that  vessels  jointly  captured,  as  aforesaid, 
[should]  ^JliaW]  be  distributed  between  the  captors  in  proportion  to 
their  men  and  weight  of  shot[t]  for  each  carriage-gun, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatines 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoritij  of  the  same, 

That  when  any  vessel  shall  be  captured  by  two  or  more  vessels, 
jointly,  properly  commissioned  (which  vessels  actually  engaged,  or 
were  in  sight  and  in  pursuit),  such  vessel  so  taken  and  legally  con- 
demned, her  cargo  and  appurtenances,  shall  be  divided  between  the 
captors,  in  a  compound  proportion  of  the  number  of  men  and  weight 
of  shot[t]  for  every  carriage-gun  on  board  each  armed  vessel  respec- 
tively ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
[^Passed  November  30. 


CHAPTER    21. 

AN  ACT  TO  SET  OFF  THAT  PART  OF  BERNARDSTON  WHICH  LIES  ON 
THE  WEST  SIDE  OF  GREEN  RIVER,  FROM  SAID  TOWN,  AND  ANNEX- 
ING THE  SAME  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  COLRAIN. 


Preamble. 


Atinexing  part 
of  the  town  of 
Ucrnardston  to 
llio  town  of 
Uolrain. 


Whereas  it  appears  that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Bernardston,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  living  in  the  westerly 
part  of  said  town,  and  on  the  west  side  of  Green  River,  would  be 
much  accom[m]odated  by  being  set  off  from  said  town,  and  annexed 
t<^  the  town  of  Colrain  in  said  county,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assemb'ed,  and  by  the  auihodty  of  the  sam", 

[Sect.  1.]  That  all  that  part  of  the  town  of  Bernardston,  Iving 
on  the  west  side  of  Green  River,  so  called,  containing  by  estimation 
two  tliousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres,  and  whicli  lies 
adjoining  to,  and  upon,  the  east  line  of  the  town  of  Colrain,  be  and 
hereby  is  set  off  from  said  Bernardston,  and  annexed  to  Colrain,  antl 
the  east  line  of  Colrain  is  hereby  extended  so  far  east  as  to  touch  tlie 
west  bank  of  Green  River  ;  and  said  land,  with  the  inhabitants  there- 
on, shall  forever  hereafter  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  town  of 
Colrain. 
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Provided.,  nevertheless.)  — 

rSEOT.  2.1     That  the  said  iahabitaats  shall  pay  their  proportion-  Taxes  already 
able  part  of  all  taxes  which  are  already  assessed  aad  levied  on  said  ^iiom  paid, 
town  of  Beraard,ritou  ;  anything  in  this  act  notwithstanding. 

Promled.,  alxo, — 

Alii  be  i'  farth'T  enacted  by  the  uuthorit;/  'iforesdd., 

[Sect.  3.]     That  the  amount  of  the  estates  contained  on  and  in  The .imoimt of 
said  tract  of  land,  and  the  polls  thereon  returned  by  the  assessors  of  poiirthereoD,to 
the  town  of  Bernardston,  in  the  valuation  last  taken,  as  belonging  to  be  added  to  the 
the  said  Bernardston,  be  deducted  from  the  return  made  by  said  assess-  the  assessors  of 
ors,  and  added  to  the  return  made  by  the  assessors  of  [of]  the  town  of  coVail^.°°^ 
Colrain.     [^Passed  December  2. 


CHAPTER    22. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  FOR  THE  PRESERVATION  AND 
INCREASE  OF  MOOSE  AND  DEER,  ON  TARE [0]  [.4 ?7]  LIN-COVE  ISLAND 
AND  [N][3/]ENNEMESET  I3LAND[S],  LYING  AND  BEING  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  DUKES  COUNTY. 

Whereas  the  fines  and  penalties  to  which  certain  offenders  are  sub-  Preamble, 
jected  by  an  act  of  this  government,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  the  preser-  i^co-oe.chap.ia. 
vation  and  increase  of  moose  and  deer  on  Tarp[o][r/7t]lin-Cove  Island 
and  Nennemeset  Island,  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Dukes 
County,"  and  the  sums  recoverable  of  such  offenders  by  the  proprie- 
tors of  said  islands,  by  virtue  of  said  act,  and  the  mode  of  conviction 
therein  provided,  are  found  ineffectual  to  prevent  the  commission  of 
the  offences  and  trespasses  in  said  act  described  ;  and  vjherea^  doubts 
have  arisen  whether  prosecutions  for  the  fines  imposed,  and  actions 
for  the  forfeitures  to  the  proprietors  aforesaid,  given  by  said  act,  can 
be  )>rought  in  any  other  county  than  that  wherein  said  islands  lie; 
for  the  removing  of  such  doubts,  and  for  the  increasing  such  fines 
and  forfeitures,  — 

Be  awl  it  hereby  is  enacted,  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tices  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.   1.]     That  all  fincss  imposed,  or  forfeitures  to  the  pjoprieturs.  Fines  to  the  pro. 
given    by  said  act,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  increased   twenty-fold  creased'twenty- 
above  those  expressed  in  the  act  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  in  manner  fold; 
as  by  said  act  or  by  this  act  is  directed,  together  with  costs  oi  oourt ;  ^vered.  • 
aad  all  fines   that  shall  be  recovered  in  consequence  of  this  and  the 
act  aforesaid,  shall  enure  and  accrue  in  the  same  manner  and  propor- 
tion as  by  said  first  act  is  directed.     And  all  actions  for  the  forfeitures 
aforesaid,  as  well  as  all  prosecutions  brought  for  the  penalties  afore- 
said, by  cither  or  all  the  proprietors  aforesaid,  may  be  commenced  and 
pursued  to  final  judg[e]ment  in  the  county  where  said  proprietors 
usually  reside,  and  might  have  been  so   commenced  and  pursued  by 
virtue  of  the  said  first-mentioned  act. 

A7id  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.j     That  if  the  flesh,  skin  or  skins,  or   any  other  part  of  Persona  con- 
any  moose  or  deer,  newly  or  lately  killed,  be  brought  by  water  into  J^ct to  certaS^  * 
eith,;r    [ofj   the  counties"  of  Nantucket,    Dukes   County,   Barnstal)le,  f "jturea^  ^'*'" 
Plymouth  or  Bristol,  except  by  the  said  propriet()rs,   or  such  as  may 
have  special  licence  from  them,  or  either  of  them,  it  shall  be  evidence 
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Limitation. 


that  such  moose  or  deer  was  killed  contrary  to  the  said  act ;  and 
every  person,  excepting  as  aforesaid,  so  bringing,  or  in  any  way  con- 
cerned or  assisting  in  bringing,  the  same  into  either  of  the  counties 
aforesaid,  and  who  shall  be  thereof  convicted,  either  b}"  his  own  con- 
fession or  by  the  oath  of  one  witness,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  killed 
moose  or  deer,  contrary  to  the  said  act,  and  shall  be  subjected  to  all 
the  fines  and  forfeitures  laid  by  this  act  and  the  said  first-mentioned 
act,  unless  such  person  or  persons  shall  make  proof  that  such  moose 
or  deer  were  not  killed  on  either  of  the  said  islands,  or,  if  killed  there- 
on, were  killed  by  persons  authorized  to  kill  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  act  above  referr[e]d  to,  together  with  this 
additional  act,  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until[l]  the  last  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  to  the  end  of 
the  session  of  the  general  court  next  after.     \_Passed  December  7. 


CHAPTER    23. 


AN  ACT  FOR  FURTHER  AUGMENTING   CERTAIN   FEES,   ALLOWANCES 
AND  PENALTIES,  ESTABLISHED  BY  LAWS  OF  THIS  STATE. 


Augmentation 
of  fees. 


Preamble.  "Wherbas  the  fccs  and  allowauces  to  civil  officers  and  other  persons, 

-80,-c  ap.  .  ^^  ^^^  established  by  law,  are  found  very  inadequate  to  their  services 
and  expences,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
ill  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  several  officers  and  persons,  except  as  is  here- 
inafter excepted,  mentioned  in  an  act  made  in  the  year  one  thousand 
1777-78,  chap.  17.  scveu  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  intitlcd  "  An  Act  for  the  repealing 
one  part  of  a  law  of  this  state,  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  scjventy-six,  intitled  '  An  Act 
for  the  repealing  one  law  of  this  colony,  made  and  passed  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  king  and  queen,  intitled  "  An 
Act  for  regulating  the  fees  and  allowances  of  the  several  officers  and 
persons,  within  this  colony,  hereinafter  mentioned," ' "  be  and  hereby 
are  allowed  and  [i][e]mpowered  to  demand  and  receive  for  theii' 
services,  respectively,  sixteen  times  the  fees  and  allowances  set  down 
therein ;  anything  in  said  act,  or  in  any  act  relating  thereto,  not- 
withstanding. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  sher[r]if[/]s,  coronei's  and  constables  shall  re- 
ceive for  levying  monies  upon  [</ie]  writs  of  execution,  or  warrants  of 
distress,  for  the  first  one  hundred  pounds  and  under,  ninepence  oii 
the  pound ;  above  that,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds,  six- 
pence on  the  pound ;  and  on  all  sums  above  two  hundred  pounds,  and 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  threepence  on  the  pound  ;  and  on 
all  sums  above  five  hundred  pounds,  twopence  on  the  pound,  and  no 
more. 

Provided,  a[sl][?s]o, — 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  fees  to  be  taken  by  the  several  naval  officers 
in  this  state,  shall  be  ten  times  the  fees  mentioned  in  and  established 
by  said  act,  and  no  more. 


Proviso. 


NaVal  officers' 
fees  eatablished 
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And  whereas  the  fines  and  penalties  annexed  to  any  offences  by  the 
laws  of  this  state,  or  to  be  incurred  by  refusing  to  serve  in  any  office, 
or  do  any  duty  required  by  law,  do  not  answer  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended, — 

Be  it  therefore  furiher  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4,]  That  all  such  fines  and  penalties  annexed  to  any  offences, 
or  to  be  incurred,  as  aforesaid,  by  any  laws  of  this  state,  whether 
known  by  the  name  of  province,  colony,  or  state,  laws  made  and 
enacted  before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-eight,  shall  be  increased  and  taken  to  be  sixteen  times  as 
much  as  in  said  acts  they  are  called,  and  no  more  ;  and  all  such 
courts  as  have  now,  or  might  have  had  before  the  enacting  this  law, 
jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  said  offences,  shall  continue  to  have  juris- 
diction of  the  same,  notwithstanding  the  augmentation  of  the  fines 
and  penalties  ;  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  impose  or  infl[e]  [i]ct 
the  same,  and  du-ected  to  give  judgment  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  act  intitled  "  An  Act  for  augmenting  certain  1778-79, chap. 21. 
fees,  allowances  and  penalties,  established  by  laws  of  this  state,"  by 
which  the  fees,  allowances  and  penalties,  then  established  by  law, 
were  ordered  to  be  increased  threefold;  and  also  the  act  for  i779.8o,chap.i. 
augmenting  certain  fees,  allowances  and  penalties,  by  which  they 
were  ordered  to  be  increased  eightfold,  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
repealed,  and  shall  be  taken  to  be  null  and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6. J  That  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  attorney-general,  or  Attomey-gen- 
such  other  person  as  he  shall  especially  appoint,  for  exhibiting  to  the  ®'"*''*  ^^^^' 
justices  of  any  inferio[u]r  court  of  common  pleas  a  complaint  against 
any  person,  claiming  in  such  complaint  such  person's  estate  as  for- 
feited to  this  state  agreeable  to  the  act  for  confiscating  the  estates  of 
absentees,  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  for  carrying  such  complaint 
through  the  inferio[u]r  court,  where  the  claim  is  not  contested  ;  where 
the  cause  is  contested,  twenty  pounds  :  for  cai'rymg  the  same  through 
the  superio[u]r. court,  where  an  appeal  is  made  and  the  cause  is  not 
argued,  fifteen  pounds  ;  and  where  the  same  is  argued,  thirty  pounds  : 
the  said  fees  to  the  attorney-general,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall 
appoint  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state. 

[Sect.  7.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until[lj  the  fi]st  Said  act  to  con- 
day  of  June  next,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  tuthefirsrday* 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  of  June  next. 
next  s[e][i]tting   of  the   general   court,    and   no   longer.     [Passed 
December  7. 


CHAPTER    24. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  CERTAIN  PERSONS  THEREIN  MENTIONED, 
INTO  A  BODY  POLITIC,  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
CHARITABLE  SOCIETY. 

Whereas  a  considerable  number  of  persons  have  for  several  years  Preamble, 
past  associated  themselves  in  the  town  of  IJoston  for  the  purpose  of 
mutual  aid  to  themselves  and  families,  who  may  be  distressed  by  pov- 
erty  and  the  adverse  accidents  of  life,  and   for  the   comforting  and 


1130 


Province  Laws.  — 1779-80.  [Chap.  24.] 

[UEVOLUTIONAIIY    THKIOD —  "  STATE."] 


Coi'tain  persons 
incorporated 
iuto  a  body 
politic  by  the 
name  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Char- 
itable Society. 


Empowered 
to  make  by- 
laws, etc. 


Said  Bociety 
empowered  to 
.ipi'oint  a  com- 
n<ou  Kcal,  and 
made  lialile  to 
be  sued : 

—  and  are  em- 
powered to 
make  piir- 
cliases,  etc. 


Investing  said 
society  with 
certain  powers. 


relieving  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  their  deceased  members  ;  and 
have  for  that  end  raised  a  common  stock,  out  of  which  they  have 
from  time  to  time,  contributed  to  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and  the  said 
pertsons,  so  associated,  finding  themselves  under  difhculties  and  dis- 
couragements which  can  only  be  removed  by  an  incorporation,  and 
having  by  their  committee  petitioned  this  court  to  be  incorporated  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  tbeir  intentions  appearing  to  this  court 
laudable,  and  deserving  encouragement,  — 

B"  it  therefore  enacted  by  C;e  CouumI  a>id  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  William  Burbeck,  Richard  Cranch,  Habijah 
Savage,  Sanmel  Barret[t],  William  Hoskins,  John  Simpkins,  William 
Bell.  Benjamin  Edes,  William  Hicklin[f7]  and  Ephraim  Copeland,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  incorporated  and  made  a  body  politic  for  the 
aforesaid  purposes,  by  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Society  ;  and  that  they,  their  associates  and  successors,  have  perpetual 
succession  by  said  name,  and  have  power  to  make  by-laws,  for  the 
preservation  and  advancement  of  said  body,  which  shall  not  be  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  of  thiu  sttite,  with  penalties  — either  of  disfranchise- 
ment from  said  society,  or  of  a  mulct  not  exceeding  sixty  shillings  — 
or  without  penalties,  as  shall  seem  most  meet. 

And  be  it  further  enacted. 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  Massachusetts  Charitable  Society  bo,  and 
they  hereby  are,  authorised  and  [i][eJmpowercd  to  make  and  appoint 
a  common  seal,  and  are  hereby  made  liable  to  be  sued,  and  enabled  to 
sue  in  their  said  corporate  capacity,  in  any  of  the  courts  of  law  in 
this  state  ;  and  are  hereby  licen[sj[cjed  and  [i]  ['.-;] mpowered  to  make 
purchases  and  receive  donations  of  real  and  personal  estates  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid :  proujc/eJ,  the  same  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
live  thousand  pounds  per  annum ;  and  to  manage  and  dispose  of  such 
estates  as  to  tliem  shall  appear  most  fit. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  said  society  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  invested 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  assemble  on  the  first  Monday  of 
September  next,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  president,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  together  with  sucli  other  officers  as  to  them  shall  seem 
most  suitable,  and  to  appoint  their  common  seal,  and  to  make  by-laws 
within  the  restrictions  aforesaid ;  and  said  officers,  so  appointed,  shall 
continue  until[l]  the  first  Monday  of  September  next,  on  which  day 
the  said  Massachusetts  C'haritable  Society  shall  meet,  and  annually, 
afterwards,  on  said  first  Monday  of  September,  at  Boston,  convene,  to 
chuse  a  president,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  such  other  officers,  as  they 
shall  think  proper;  and  to  make,  alte^'  or  annul  their  by-laws:  and 
if,  by  reason  of  any  emergency,  the  business  of  this  annual  assembly 
cannot  hi  compleated  on  said  day,  they  may  adjourn,  once,  to  a  short 
day,  to  finish  it,  and  no  more  ;  and  said  society  may  assemble  on  the 
first  Monday  of  ever}'  mouth  for  all  other  business.  And  whenever 
any  of  the  officers  of  said  society  shall  die,  or  be  disabled,  or  remove 
out  of  this  state,  the  members  of  said  society  are  hereby  authorised 
and  [i][eJmpowered,  at  their  next  meeting,  to  elect  and  appoint  others 
in  llie  room  of  the  officers  so  removed.  And  all  instruments  which 
said  society  shall  lawfully  make,  shall,  when  in  the  name  of  said  soci- 
ety, and  pursuant  to  the  rules  thereof,  being  signed  and  delivered  by 
th(!  president,  secretary,  treasurer,  or  other  officer  or  person,  as  the 
said  society  shall  appoint,  and  sealed  with  their  common  seal,  bind  said 
society,  and  be  valid  in  law. 
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Provided,  always,  — 

And  it  is  further  enacted, 

[8ect.  4.]     That  the  members  of  the  said  society  shall  at  no  time  The  members  of 
exceed  the  number  of  one  hundred.     And  the  major  part  of  the  coun-  to  exceed  mie°' 
cil  of  the  state  are  hereby  authorized  and  [i][c^]in[)ow(.'red  to  give  a  ^"'^'i'"®''- 
charter  of  incorporation,  under  the  seal  of  the  state,  to  the  aforemen- 
tioned persons  and  their  associates,  accordingly.    \_Passed  December  16. 


OHAPTEE    25. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REPEALING  AN  ACT  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  OF 
PARDON  AND  INDEMNIFICATION  FOR  CERTAIN  OFFENCES  THEREIN 
MENTIONED;  AND  FOR  HOLDING  A  SUPERIOR  COURT,  ETC.,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 

Whereas  the  making  the  act  hath  not  answered  the  purposes  ex-  Preamble, 
p  acted,  and  it  is  inconvenient  that  it  should  be  any  longer  continued 
in  force, — 

Be  it  therefore  evacted  by  the  Ciuiicil  and  House  of  Beprese'ntatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

That  so  much  of  the  said  act,  [c]  [ijntitlcd  "An  Act  of  pardon  1778-79,  chap.  ss. 
and  indcmnilication  for  certain  offences  therein  mentioned;  and  for  An  act  made  in 
holding  a  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize   and  general  repe^aTed.""^' 
goal  delivery,  in  the  county  of  Berlcshire,"  as  relates  to  the  holding  a 
superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery 
in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  and  all  of  the  said  act,  excepting  what 
relates  to  the  pardon  and  indemnification  of  certain  offences  therein 
mentioned,  be  and  hereby  is  repealed,  and  every  part  and  paragraph 
of  the  same  act  declared  null  and  void.     [^Passed  January  3,*  1780. 


CHAPTER    26. 

AN   ACT  FOR  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO    PREVENT 
THE  SALE  OF  GOODS  AT  PUBLIC  AUCTION." 

Whereas  many  advantages  have  arisen,  and  may  arise,  from  the  Preamble. 
act  intitlod  "An  Act  for  continuing  an  act  intitled  'An  Act  to  pi-e-  1778-79,  chap.  29. 
vent  the  sale   of   goods   at   public   auction,'"    made  in  the   present 
year,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

That  the  before-mentioned  act,  that  is  now  near  expired,  be  con-  For  continuing 
tinued,  with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  ti^e  vendue  act. 
and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  January,  Ant.o  Domini  one  LimitaUon. 
tliousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one.     [Passed  December  24. 

*  Passed  January  1,  according  to  the  printed  act. 
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CHAPTER    27. 


AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING   TWO  LAWS  THAT  ARE 

EXPIRED. 


Preamble.  WiiEREAS  an  act,  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

n-i9-oo,chap.i3.  sevGH  hundred  and  forty-nine,  intitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  any  per- 
son's obstructing  the  iish  passing  up  into  Monatiquod  River,  within 
tlu'  town  of  Braintree  ;  "  and  also  another  act,  passed  in  the  year  of 
]7r,<>.7o,chap.i4.  our  Lcrd  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  intitled  "  An 
Act  in  addition  "  to  the  above-mentioned  act,  are  expired  ;  and  us 
they  have  been  found  useful  and  very  beneficial,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Represent ((ti^'cs. 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  before-mentioned  acts,  now  expired,  be  revived  and  con- 
tinued, with  all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  in  them  resix'c- 
tively  contained,  and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  Novera'uer, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  no  longer.  [_Pa.-^Hd 
January  7,  1780. 


For  rcvivin: 
two  acts. 


Limitation. 


CHAPTER    28. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  FURTHER 
AUGMENTING  CERTAIN  FEES,  ALLOWANCES  AND  PENALTIES,  ESTAB- 
LISHED BY  THE  LAWS  OF  THIS  STATE." 


mlf.S^chap  23  Whereas,  in  and  by  the  said  law,  no  provision  is  made  to  enlarge 
the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  who,  by  the  law  of  this  state, 
cannot  take  cognizance  of  any  manner  of  debt,  trespasses,  or  other 
matter,  exceeding  the  value  of  forty  shillings,  whereby  great  incon- 
venience and  unnecessary  expence  may  arise  to  many  persons  in 
recovering  small  debts  and  damages,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  Hoiise  nf  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[8ect.  1.]  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  .of  this  state  be,  and 
they  liereby  are,  [i][e]inp3wei'ed  to  hear,  try,  adjudge  and  determine, 
any  manner  of  debts,  trespasses,  or  other  matters,  as  heretofore  by 
the  law  of  this  province,  colony  or  state,  to  the  amount  of  sixteen 
times  the  value  of  forty  shillings. 

And  whereas  the  fines  and  penalties  annexed  to  cei'tain  offences 
mentioned  in  an  act  or  law  of  this  state,  made  and  passed  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  intitled  "An  Act  in  addi- 

1777-78, chap. 24.  tiou  to  an  act  intitled  '  An  Act  for  forming  and  regulating  the  militia 
within  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  and  for 
reper.ling  all  the  laws  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,' "  do  not 
answer  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intended  ;  and  whereas  the 
act  to  which  this  is  in  addition  doth  not  (extend  to  increasing  the 
fines'.  :md  penalties  annexed  to  any  olience.i  iueationed  in  any  law  of 
this  state  which  hatli  l)een  made  ami  i)ai^sed  since  the  lai^^r.  day  oj 
Deceiiiber,  one  tbousa.id  seven  Ivandrcd  ^nul  SL-vcnty-seveii, — ■ 


.TTistioes  em- 
powered to  try 
auy  manner  of 
dobtH  to  the 
amount  of  six- 
teen times  the 
vain 3  of  40  shill 
InuH. 
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Be  it  therefore  furtJier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  all  such  fines  and  penalties,  annexed  to  any  Augmentation 
offences  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  additional  militia  act,  shall  be  penalties" 
increased,  and  taken  to  be  eight  times  as  much  as  in  said  act  they  are 
called,  and  no  more ;  and  all  such  courts  as  have  now,  or  before  the 
enacting  of  this  law,  might  have  had,  jurisdiction,  of  any  of  the  said 
offences,  shall  continue  to  have  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  notwithstand- 
ing the  augmentation  of  the  fines  and  penalties  :  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  impose  and  inflict  the  same,  and  directed  to  give  judg- 
ment accordingly.     [^Passed  January  10,  1780. 


GHAPTEK    29. 

AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  SECURITY  AND  PAYMENT  OF  THE 
BAL[L]ANCES  THAT  MAY  APPEAR  TO  BE  DUE  BY  VIRTUE  OF  A 
RESOLUTION  OF  THE   GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  OF  THE   SIXTH  OF  FEB- 

.  RUARY,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-NINE,  TO 
THIS  STATE'S  QUOTA  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  ARMY,  AGREEABLE  TO 
THE  RECOMMENDATION  OF  CONGRESS,  AND  FOR  SUPPLYING  THE 
TREASURY  WITH  A  SUM  OF  MONEY  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary,  immediately,  to  make  provision  to  enable  Preamble, 
the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  pay  to  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  the  bal[l]ances  which  may  appear  to  be  due  to  them  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  in  this  present  year, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  is  hereby.  Treasurer 
directed,  on  the  credit  thereof,  to  issue  his  notes  for  the  payment  of  hirnotes!" '^'^"^ 
the  bal[l]ances  which  shall  appear  were,  on  the  said  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, due  to  each  officer  and  soldier  belonging  to  this  state's  quota  of 
the  Continental  Army,  upon  receiving  a  warrant  from  the  council  of 
tliis  state  for  the  same,  in  the  manner  and  form  following;  viz'^'^  ,  — 

No.        State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  first  day  of  January,  A.D.  1780.       Formoi  uotes. 
Ill  behalf  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  I,  the  subscriber,  do  hereby 
proiniso  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the  office  of  treasurer  of  said 
stute,  to,pay  unto  or  to  his  order,  the  sum  of  ,  o  i  or  before  the 

first  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent  per  annum :    both  principal   and 

interest  to  be  paid  in  the  then  current  monev  of  said  state,  in  a  greater  or 
less  sum,  according  as  five  bushels  of  corn,  sixty-eight  pounds  and  four- 
sevc-nth  parts  of  a  pound  of  beef,  ten  pounds  of  sheeps.vool  and  sixteen 
pounds  of  sole-leather  shall  then  cost,  more  or  less,  than  one  hundred  and 
tliirty  pounds  current  mono}',  at  the  then  current  prices  of  sail  articles ;  this 
sum  Ijeing  thirty-two  limes  and  an-half  what  the  same  quantities  of  Lhe  same 
articles  would  cost  at  the  prices  affixed  to  them  in  a  law  of  this  state,  made 
in  the  3*ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun  !red  and  seventy-seven, 
intitied  "  An  Act  to  prevent  monopoly  and  oppression:"  the  current  pricos  1776-77,  chap.  14. 
of  said  articles,  and  the  consequent  value  of  every  pound  of  the  sum  h(jrein 
pi'oiaised,  to  be  determined  agreeable  to  a  law  of  this  state,  intitied  'An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  security  and  payment  of  the  b;il[l]anc,e3  that  may 
appear  to  be  due,  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  general  assembly,  of  the 
sixth  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  .seventv-iiine,  to  this 
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state's  quota  of  the  Continental  Army,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of 
Coii'^'ress,  and  for  supplying  the  treasury  with  a  sum  ot  money  for  that 
purpose." 

Witness  my  hand,  •  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A  B    ? 

r'  d''  V  Committee. 

—  which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  to  be  procured  by  the 
treasurer,  with  a  suitable  border  round  the  same,  within  which  shall 
be  inserted  the  words  "  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,"  the  word 
"  Committee,"  the  words  '•  Witness  my  hand"  and  the  word  "■  Treas- 
urer," struck  off  from  a  copperplate,  which  the  treasurer  is  likewise 
directed  to  procure;  and  each  blank  shall  be  stamped -in  some  con- 
venient part  of  it  with  a  stamp  to  be  procured  by  the  treasurer  for 
that  purpose ;  and  when  said  notes  are  issued,  a  counterpart,  in- 
dented, of  each  note,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Thomas  Dawes  and  Richard  Cranch,  Esquires,  be 
a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  in  the  form  prescribed,  at  the  left 
hand,  and  to  number  them  before  they  are  filled  up  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  issue 
to  each  of  the  said  officers  and  soldiers,  in  favo[w]r  of  whom  a  war- 
rant-shall bo  drawn  by  the  council  of  this  state,  for  their  respective 
bal[l]ances,  four  notes,  in  the  form  aforesaid,  of  equal  sums,  as  near 
as  may  be,  the  whole  containing  the  bal[l]ance  due  to  them,  respec- 
tively ;  one  of  which  notes  to  be  payable  the  first  day  of  March,  Anvo 
Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  ;  another,  payable 
the  first  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two ;  the  third,  payable  the  first  day  of  March,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  ;  and  the  fourth, 
payable  the  first  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four.  And  the  council  are  hereby  [i][(^]mpow- 
ered  and  requested  to  issue  their  warrants  in  favo[ii]r  of  any  of  the 
said  officers  and  soldiers,  upon  its  being  certified  to  them  by  the  com- 
mittee of  this  court,  appointed  to  settle  with  the  array,  what  is  the 
bal[l]ance  due  to  such  officer  and  soldier:  provided,  it  shall  appear, 
by  a  return  made  by  a  general  officer,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  a 
regiment,  that  any  such  general,  field,  staff  or  commissioned  officer, 
belongs  to  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental  Army,  and  that  such 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  soldier  hath  inlisted  and  been 
mustered  as  one  of  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental  Army  during 
the  war,  —  such  returns  specifying  to  what  company  and  regiment  or 
corps  they  belong. 

And  be  it  further  e^iacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  ho  is  hereby, 
directed  and  [i][e]mpowered  to  issue  his  notes,  in  the  manner  and 
form  aforesaid,  to  each  non-commis3ion[e]'d  oflScer  and  private 
soldier  wiio  is,  or  hath  been,  of  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental 
Army,  who  engaged  for  three  years,  and  who  hath  not,  or  shall  not, 
before  the  settlement  is  made,  and  the  bal[l]ancedue  to  him  as[.s][c]er- 
taiii[e]'d,  re-inlist  as  one  of  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental  Army, 
during  the  war,  upon  receiving  a  warrant  from  the  council  therefor : 
saving,  that  the  payment  of  the  bal[l]ance  due  to  such  officer  or 
soldier,  shall  be  in  four  notes,  of  equal  value,  as-near  as  may  be  ;  and 
the  first  note  shall  he  made  payable  the  first  day  of  March,  Anvy 
Z)o/7imi  one  thousaiul  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five;  and  the  second 
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uoto  shall  be  payable  the  first  day  of  March,  Arino  Domini  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-six  ;  the  third  shall  be  payable  the 
lirst  day  of  March,  Aano  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  ;  and  the  fourth  shall  be  payable  the  first  day  of  March, 
Aiiiu)  D.jmiid  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

[Sect.  5.]  .And  the  council  are  hereby  [i][6']mpowered  and  re-  Council om- 
quested,  in  like  manner,  to  issue  their  warrants  in  favour  of  such  non-  f^aue  thfu't°w:ir 
CO  in  missioned  officers  and  private  soldiers,  on  being  certified  as  before  rimts- 
lUvintioned,  by  the  committee  of  this  court  appointed  to  settle  with  the 
army,  what  the  bal[l]ance  due  to  such  non-commissioned  officer  and 
soldier  is,  and  upon  its  appearing,  by  a  return  [as]  aforesaid,  that 
he  was  iulisted  for  three  years  as  one  of  this  state's  quota  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  and  that  he  hath  served  in  said  army  the  whole  of  the 
three  years,  or  that  his  time  is  not  yet  expired,  and  he  is  still  in  the 
service;  and  the  council  are  also  hereby  [i][e]mpowered  and  re- 
([uosted,  and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  [i][eJmpowcred  and  directed,  to 
proceed  in  the  same  manner  and  form,  mutatis  mutandis,  with  respect 
to  the  executors,  administrators  or  heirs-at-law  of  such  officers  and 
soldiers  who  were  engaged  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  as  part 
of  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental  Army,  and  who  have  died  or 
been  slain  in  the  service,  upon  similar  certificates  being  produced. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  justices  of  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  JusiiioHof  uk- 
court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  of^juafJaiui"! 
for  the  time  then  being,  are   hereby  rilfclmpowered  and  directed  to  etc.,<mi)owoi'<'i 
compute  and  determine,  at  their  first  session  in  every  year,  what  are  d'-^t-nnmu  the 
the  current  prices  of  the  said  four  articles,  of  corn,  beef,  shecpswool  «i''"rciit  i)rit:oH 
and  sole-leather,  upon  an  average  through  the  state,  at  the  several  uitiiUtw. 
times  of  payment[6']   of  the  aforesaid  notes  herein  mentioned  ;.  and 
also  what  is  the  true  value  of  every  pound  of  said  notes,  in  the  then 
current  mon[e]y  of  the  state  ;  and  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  treas- 
urer, and  lodge  a  copy  thereof  in  the  secretary's  office,  upon  the  first 
day  of  March,  every  year,  during  the  term  of  eight  years  ;  and   the 
treasurer  is  thereupon  directed  to  pay  the  value  of  said  notes,  and  the 
interest  thereon  remaining  unpaid,  as  they  become  due,  accordingly  : 
provided,  that  the  interest  of  said  notes  shall,  if  demanded,  be  paid  intoiyst  to  be 
according  to  the  same  rule  and  proportion,  annually.  immdc.K^ 

And,  to  the  intent  that  the  current  prices  of  the  said  four  articles  of 
corn,  beef,  sheepswool,  and  sole-leather,  at  the  several  tdmes  of  pay- 
ment herein  mentioned,  may  be  more  easily  as[s][c]ertained  ;  and  in 
order  that  a  just  and  equitable  settlement  may  be,  annually,  made  with 
this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental  Army,  in  future,  for  their  future 
services,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  Richard  Crauch,  Esq'^''^.,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  ;  Ccrtaiu  gcutic- 
Stephen  Choate,  Esq^^^.,  in  the  county  of  Essex;  Simon  Stow,  Escpl,  t'STscSufc 
in    the    county   of  Middlesex;  Justin  Ely,  Esq'^''^.,  in  the  county  of  mouuuy  pnoos 
Hampshire;  John  Turner,  Esq'^''^.,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth;  Mr.  articles 'in 
Micah  Blackwell.  in  the  county  of  Barnstable  ;  James  Williams,  Es^i'^''^,  counJes'"'"''"''^ 
in  the  county  of  Bristol;  Seth  Washburn,   Esq'^'^..  in  the  county  of 
AVorcester ;  Capt.  Joseph  Sewall,  in  the  county  of  York ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Child,    in  the  county  of  Cumberland;  Thomas  Rice,   Esq'^'^,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  [and]  Asa  Bemout,  Esq'^'^.,  in  the  county  of  Berk- 
shii'e,  be,  and  they  ar.;  hereby,  severally,  a]^pointed  to  collect  and  keep 
a  true  account,  according  to  the  best  of  their  judgmeuts.  of  the  prices  of 
each  of  the  aforesaid  four  article^5,  iu  tiieir  respeclive  counties,  monthly, 
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upoa  an  average  of  the  whole  month,  for  every  succeeding  month, 
during  the  term  of  eight  years  from  the  first  day  of  January  in  the 
Return  to  bo  present  year ;  and  they  shall  make  a  true  report  of  the  same  into  the 
J  .K  gQ^-ietary's  office,  upon  the  last  Tuesday  in  the  month  of  August,  and 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  mouth  of  February,  annually,  during  the 
eight  years  as  aforesaid,  which  return  shall  be  under  oath,  certified  by 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  same  county,  in  the  form  following ; 
viz^'].,  — 

Form  of  said  ss.  The  day  of  *      ,  A.D.  17     . 

^^^'  This  certif[y][ie]s  that  A.  B.  personally  appeared  the  day  above,  and 

made  solemn  oalh  that  the  within  report  by  him  subscribed  is  a  just  and 
true  report  of  the  current  prices  of  the  several  articles  of  corn,  beef,  sheeps- 
wool,  and  sole-leather,  in  the  county  of  ,  for  the  months  of 

upon  an  average  of  each  month,  respectively,  (upon  a  medium  taking  the 
county  together),  according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  upon  the  best 
information  he  could  obtain. 
Before  me, 

A.  B.,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 

—  and  the  justices  of  the  superior  court,  as  also  the  committee  of  the 
general  court  who  may  be  hereafter  appointed  to  settle  with  the  army 
for  future   service,   shall  have  recourse  to  said  reports  in  order  to 
assist  them  in  their  calculations. 
And  be  it  farther  enacted, 
T;ix  to  be  levied      [Sect.  8.]     That  there  be  and  there  is  hereby  granted  a  tax  of 
estateaJforthT*^  eight  miUious  of  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates,  within 
redemption  of     this  state ;  One  million  of  which  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  on  or 
before  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  in  each  of  the  years  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  [and]  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  ;  each  of  the  said  millions  to  be  levied  ac- 
cording to  such  rules  and  in  such  proportions  as  shall  be  agreed  upon 
and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly,  at  their  sessions  in 
June  in  each  of  the  years  aforesaid,  respectively ;  and  the  sums  so 
granted  shall  be  applied  for  the  redemption  of  the  aforesaid  notes, 
which  shall  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and  if  any  part  of  the 
said  tax  should  remain  after  redeeming  such  notes,  the  remainder 
shall  be  applied  to  defrey  the  necessary  expences  of  government. 
And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  if  the  general  court  shall  not,  some  time  before  the 
first  day  of  August  in  each  of  the  years  before  mentioned,  respec- 
tively, agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  said  sum  to 
be  paid  in  such  year,  respectively,  then  and  in  such  case  each  town 
and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax,  to  be  levied  on  the 
polls  and  estates  within  their  limits,  respectively,  the  same  proportion 
of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other  place  was  taxed  by  the  general 
court,  in  the  tax  act  then  next  preceeding. 

[.'Sect.  10.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  [i][e]mpow- 
ered  and  directed,  some  ti)ne  in  the  month  of  August  in  every  such  year, 
to  issue  and  send  fo:  th  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assess- 
ors of  each  town  or  other  incorporated  place  within  this  state,  or  to 
some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or -places  therein  as  are 
not  incorporated,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls  and  estates  within 
their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  respective  parts  and 
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proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  assessed, 
to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  such  year  respectively ;  and  the  assessors,  as  ;»lso  nil  persons 
thereby  assessed,  shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  ar.d  subject  to,  all 
such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last 
preceeding  tax  act. 

Provided^  nevertheless^  — 

[Sect.  11.]  That  if  the  general  court  shall  make  provision  for  the 
redemption  of  the  notes  which  may  be  issued  in  consequence  of  this 
act,  before  the  several  years,  respectively,  on  which  the  tax  granted 
hereby  is  ordered  to  be  laid,  then  the  clause  granting  said  tax,  to- 
gether with  the  other  clauses  grounded  thereon,  to  be  void  ;  otherwise 
to  remain  in  force. 

Provided^  also,  — 

[SecT.   12.]     That  in  all  cases  where  the  bal[l]ance  due  to  any  officer  Proviso. 
and  soldier  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  the 
treasurer  is  directed  to  issue  one  note,  only,  for  the  whole  bal[l]ance  ; 
and  the  times  of  payment  shall  be  the  same  as  the  second  payment 
would  be,  where  it  is  made  in  four  notes. 

[Sect.  13.]  And  in  case  of  the  death,  or  removal  out  of  the  county, 
of  any  of  the  persons  herein  appointed  in  the  several  counties  to  keep 
an  account  of  the  prices  of  said  articles,  there  shall  be  other  persons 
appointed  in  the  room  of  such  by  the  general  assembly,  or  in  their 
recess,  by  the  council  of  this  state;  and  all  such  persons  appointed 
for  said  purposes,  shall  have  such  reasonable  allowance  for  their 
services  as  shall  hereafter  be  determined  by  the  general  assembly. 
[^Passed  January  13,  1780.* 


OHAPTEK    30. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  TWO  MILLIONS 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY  THOUSAND  SIX  HUNDRED  AND 
.NINETY-FIVE  POUNDS  TWO  SHILLINGS  AND  TWOPENCE,  UPON  THE 
SEVERAL  TOWNS  AND  OTHER  PLACES  IN  THIS  STATE  HEREINAFTER 
NAMED,  FOR  DEFREYING  [THEf]  PUBLIC  CHARGES;  AND  ALSO  FOR 
ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  TWENTY-THREE  THOUSAND  FOUR  HUNDRED 
AND  FIFTY-TWO  POUNDS,  PAID  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 
REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  THEIR  TRAVEL  AND  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE 
GENERAL  COURT  THE  TWO  FIRST  SITTINGS  IN  THE  PRESENT  YEAR. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  aforesaid  sum  of  two  millions 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-seven 
pounds  two  shillings  and  twopence,  should  be  raised  and  paid  into  the 
public  treasury  of  this  state,  as  soon  as  may  be  [6e],  for[e]  the  pay- 
ment of  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental  charges  which  Congress, 
by  then*  order  of  the  [6th] [sia;^^]  of  October  last,  have  recommended 
to  be  d[onet]  as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  also  to  defrey  such  public 
charges  as  have  arisen,  or  may  arise,  for  the  support  of  govfim- 
ment,  — 

♦  Passed  January  10,  according  to  the  printed  act. 
t  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  RepresentcUives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  o/  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  and  other  place  within  this  state  be 
assessed  and  pay,  as  such  town  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the 
sum  of  two  millions  seven  hundred  and  ninety  thr[ee*]  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds  two  shillmgs  and  twopence,  the  fol- 
lowing sums  set  against  them  respectively ;  that  is  to  say, 

*'  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  (he  authority  aforesaid., 
[Sect.  2.]  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  his  warrants, 
directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place, 
within  this  state,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess 
the  sum  hereby  set[t]  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing ;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  the  male  polls  above  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  within  their  respective  towns  or  other  places  next  ad- 
jo[y][A]ning  to  them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  including 
negroes  and  mollat[i]oes  (and  such  of  them  as  are  under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  master  or  mistress,  to  be  taxed  to  [the]  said  master  or  mis- 
tress, respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are 
taxed) ,  at  ten  pounds  ;  and  to  assess  the  remainder  of  the  sum  set  to 
each  town  (after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  sums  assessed  to  the 
polls  as  aforesaid)  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  or  place  as-  afore- 
said, according  to  the  just  value  of  the  whole  real  estate  by  each 
inhabitant  of  such  town  or  place,  respectively,  possessed  in  his  own  * 
right,  or  in  the  right  of  others,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  im- 
proved or  not  improved ;  and  on  the  non-resident  possessors  of  real 
estate,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  in  their  own  right,  or  in  the 
right[s]  of  others,  improved  or  not  improved  :  saving  all  agreement[s] 
between  landlords  and  tenants,  and  where  no  agreement  is,  the  land- 
lord to  reimburse  one-half  of  the  tax ;  and  also  on  the  inhabitants  of 
such  town  or  place,  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  amount  and 
just  value  of  their  whole  personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest 
more  than  they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due  to  them,  not  on  interest, 
more  than  they  are  indebted,  monies  of  all  kind[6']  in  hand,  and  also 
the  amount  of  the  just  value  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize, 
stock  in  trade,  vessel[l]s  of  all  sorts,  with  their  stores,  appurtenances 
and  appendages,  plate,  horses,  oxen,  and  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages, 
sheep,  swine,  and  grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kind  of  produce  of  the 
land,  and  all  other  property  whatsoever  (excepting  hous[e]  hold  furni- 
ture, wearing  apparel,  farming  utensils,  and  the  tools  of  mechanicks), 
on  the  first  day  of  December  instant ;  and  the  current  price  of  the 
real  and  personal  estate  on  the  said  first  day  of  December  before 
mentioned  in  the  currency  of  these  United  States,  shall  be  considered  as 
the  just  value  of  the  same ;  and  on  the  amount  of  then-  income  from 
any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  employment ;  and  also  on 
the  amount  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  and  on 
shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  community ;  and  in  considering  the  incomes  and 
profits  last  mentioned,  the  assessors  are  to  have  special  regard  to  the 
way  and  manner  in  which  the  same  have  been  made,  as  well  as  the 
quanttim  thereof,  and  to  assess  them  at  such  rate  as  they  on  their 
oaths  shall  judge  to  be  just  and  reasonable  :  provided,  they  do  not  in 
any  case  assess  such  incomes  and  profits  at  more  than  ten  times  the 
sum  of  the  same  amount  in  other  kiud  of  estate :  and  the  treasurer 
in  his  said  warrant  shall  likewise  require  the  assessors  to  make  a  fair 
list  of  said  assessments,  setting  forth,  in  distinct  columns,  against 
[each]  [^sucJi^  person's  name,  how  much  he  or  she  is  assessed  at  for 
polls,  and  how  much  for  real  estate,  and  how  much  for  personal  estate 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  as  [a]  guardian  or  for  any  estate  in  his  or  her 
improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed  ;  and  shall  also  insert 
upon  their  rate-bills  the  number  of  acres  of  unimproved  land  which 
they  have  taxed  to  each  of  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  land  with- 
in their  respective  towns,  and  also  the  value  at  which  they  have  esti- 
mated the  same  ;  and  the  list  or  lists  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them, 
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or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  commit  to  the  collector  or  collectors, 
constable  or  constables,  of  any  such  town  or  place,  and  to  return  a 
certificate  of  the  name  or  names  of  such  collector  or  collectors,  con- 
stable or  constables,  with  the  sum  total  to  each  of  them  committed 
unto  himself,  some  time  before  the  twentieth  day  of  January  next , 
and  on  failure  thereof,  each  assessor  so  refusing  or  neglecting  his 
duty  herein,  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to 
'  be  recovered  by  execution  from  the  state  treasurer  for  tlie  time  being, 
which  fine  shall  be  paid  into  the  state  treasury  for  defraying  the  public 
charges  ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  by  the  assessors,  in  making  return  as 
aforementioned,  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  impowered  and 
directed  to  send  his  executions  accordingl}',  unless  such  assessors 
shall  make  it  appear  that  their  rate-bills  were  compleated,  and  delivered 
to  the  collectors  before  the  said  twentieth  day  of  January  next. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  the  receipt  of 
such  certificate,  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of 
such  town  or  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respective!}',  to  collect  the 
whole  of  the  respective  sums  assessed  on  each  particular  person,  and 
to  pay  in  their  collections,  the  one  half  part  b}'  the  [twenty-eighth] 
[j2(9/7i]  day  of  February  next,  and  the  remaining  half  part  thereof  b}' 
the  [first]  [isf]  day  of  April  next,  and  to  issue  their  accounts  of  the 
whole  at  or  before  the  [first]  [_lst^  day  of  April  next. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  following  persons  ;  viz'^'^.,  the  president,  fel- 
lows, professors,  tutors,  librarian  and  students  of  Harvard  College, 
who  have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  settled  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  grammar-school  masters,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  their 
poll[s]  or  their  estates,  unless  their  real  estate  be  not  under  their 
actual  management  and  improvement,  or  not  in  the  parishes  where 
they  are  settled ;  and  also  all  persons  who  have  the  management  and 
improvement  of  the  estate  of  Harvard  College,  are  not  to  be  assessed 
for  the  same ;  and  if  there  are  any  other  persons  who,  through  age, 
infirmity  or  poverty,  are  unable  to  pay  as  others  towards  the  public 
charges,  or  any  widows  or  orphans  who,  depending  on  the  interest  of 
their  money  for  subsist[a][e]nce,  are  by  the  state  of  the  currency  so 
reduced  as  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors,  they  ought  to  be 
relieved  in  their  taxes ;  in  any  such  case  the  assessors  may  exempt 
their  polls  or  estates,  or  abate  any  part  of  what  they  are  set[t]  at,  as 
they  on  their  oaths  shall  think  just  and  equitable. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  justices  in  their  sessions  in  their  respective 
counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  or.  assessment,  are  here- 
by ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the  several  towns 
and  other  places  in  such  county  in  proportion  to  this  tax,  and  the 
assessors  in  each  town  in  this  state  are  also  directed,  in  making  a  town 
[or]  \_and~\  county  tax  or  assessment,  to  govern  themselves  by  the 
same  rule.  And  where  no  person  appears  to  discharge  the  taxes  on 
non-resident  proprietors'  unimproved  land,  [awd]  to  the  collector[s] ,  he 
shall  publish  [it]  in  two  of  the  Boston  newspapers  ;  viz"^*^.,  the  ''  Con- 
tinental Journal"  and  "  Boston  Gazette,"  three  weeks  successively,  the 
names  of  all  such  proprietors,  where  they  are  known,  with  the  sum  of 
the  taxes  assessed  on  their  lands,  respectively,  and  also  the  time  and 
place  of  sale ;  and  where  they  are  not  known,  he  shall,  in  the  same 
manner,  publish  the  sum  of  the  taxes  on  the  several  rights  or  divis- 
ions, and  in  each  case  shall  post  the  same  in  sonic  public  place  in  the 
town  where  the  said  land[s]  lays,  for  the  term  of  one  month ;  and  if 
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no  person  shall  appear  thereupon  to  discharge  said  taxes,  then  the 
constable  or  collector  shall  proceed  to  sell  at  public  sale  to  the  highest 
bidder  so  much  only  of  said  unimproved  land[6']  as  will  be  sufficient  to 
discharge  said  taxes  and  necessary  intervening  charges,  having  first 
given  notice  of  the  intended  sale  thereof,  and  the  time  and  place 
where  it  will  be  made,  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  day  to 
da}^,  if  necessaiy,  to  compleat  the  sale,  not  to  exceed  three  days,  and 
shall  give  and  execute  a  deed  to  the  purchaser,  expressing  therein  the 
cause  of  such  sale,  and  saving  to  the  aforesaid  proprietor  or  proprie- 
tors the  right  of  redemption  of  any  lands  so  sold,  at  any  time  within 
three  years  from  the  time  of  sale ;  and  the  same  shall  be  conveyed  to 
him  or  them  on  paying,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  such 
laud  sold  for,  and  twelve  per  cent  annual  interest  on  said  sum,  to- 
gether with  all  necessary  intervening  charges  thereon. 

Be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  that  may  be  in 
the  army  on  the  first  day  of  December  inst[a?i^],  shall  be  considered 
as  resident  in  the  several  towns  and  places  to  which  they  belonged  at 
the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army,  their  absence  notwithstanding  ; 
and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state 
shall  consider  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  resident  in  such  town  or 
place,  and  shall  tax  them  accordingly ;  provided,  that  such  as  are 
engaged  in  the  Continental  Army  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  durino" 
the  war, be,  and  they  hereby  are,  exempted  from  their  poll  tax. 

Jind  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  assessors  of  eacli  town  or  other  place,  respec- 
tively, in  convenient  time  before  [making]  the  assessment,  shall  give 
seasonable  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  any  town  meeting,  or  by  post- 
ing up  notifications  in  some  public  place  or  places  in  such  town  or 
other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  some  other  way,  to  make  and 
bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  perfect  lists  of  their  polls,  and  of  all 
their  real  and  personal  estate  they  are  possessed  of  on  the  first  day  of 
December  inst [an<],  — vizi^'^.,  houses,  lands,  and  all  real  estate  whether 
improved  or  not  improved,  —  to  the  assessors  of  the  town  or  place 
where  such  houses  and  lands  and  other  real  estates  lay ;  distino-uish- 
ing  those  in  the  management  and  possession  of  some  other  person, 
as  also  a  list  of  all  their  personal  estate,  including  money  at  interes^ 
more  than  they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due,  not  on  intei'est,  more  thau 
they  are  indebted ;  and  of  monies  of  all  kinds,  in  hand,  and  also  the 
amount  of  the  just  value  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  stock 
in  trade,  plate,  horses,  oxen,  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine, 
gi'aiu  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kind  of  produce  of  the  lands,  and  of  all 
other  property  whatsoever  (excepting  household  furniture,  wearing 
apparel,  farming  utensils,  and  the  tools  of  mechanicks),  on  the  said 
fii'st  day  of  December,  according  to  the  current  price  of  such  real  and 
personal  estate  in  the  currency  of  the  United  States  on  the  said  first 
day  of  December ;  and  also  of  the  amount  of  their  income  from  any 
profession,  faculty,  handcraft,  trade  or  employment;  and  of  the 
amount  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  or  on 
shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  community  ;  all  which  they  are  to  render  to  the  as- 
sessors, on  oath,  if  required ;  which  oath  the  said  assessors  are  hereby 
impowered  to  administer.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  upon 
such  notice  given,  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in  to  the  assessors  the 
list  of  their  polls  and  rateable  estate,  according  to  their  description 
thereof  before  given,  which  they  were  possessed  of  on  the  said  first 
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of  December,  or  shall  bring  in  a  list,  which  the  assessors  are,  in  their 
judgment,  convinced  is  a  false  one,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
assessors,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  assess  such  person  or  per- 
sons, according  to  the  best  judgment  and  estimation  they  can  form  of 
the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said  person,  according  to  the 
description  before  given.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  not 
bring  in  a  list  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid  to  the  assessors,  he  or  they 
so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make  application  to 
the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any  abatement  of  the  assessment 
lay[e]'d  on  him  or  them. 

[Sect.  8.]  And  if  the  assessors  are  not,  in  their  judgment,  con- 
vinced of  any  fals[e]hood  in  the  list,  to  them  presented,  of  the  polls 
and  real  and  personal  estate,  such  list  shall  be  a  rule  of  that  person's 
proportion  to  the  tax  who  presented  the  same,  which  the  assessors 
may  not  exceed. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[S:ect.  9.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend 
so  as  to  require  any  assessors  to  assess  any  person  for  [for]  any 
estate,  real  or  personal,  in  his  possession  (absentees'  estate [.s]  ex- 
cepted) ,  that  is  the  property  of  the  United  States,  or  any  [them]  of 
them. 

Whereas  there  are,  within  this  state,  several  tracts  of  unimproved 
land  belonging  to  persons  who  have  left  the  same  and  gone  over  to 
the  enemy,  and  no  provision  has  been  made  by  the  government  of  the 
same  for  the  payment  of  the  taxes,  otherwise  than  by  the  sale  of  such 
lands,  which  may  be  [be]  attended  with  great  loss  to  the  state  ;  for 
the  preventing  of  which,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  10.]  That  all  constables  and  collectors  of  taxes  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  directed  to  stay  the  sale  of  all  such  lands  until[l]  a 
further  order  of  this  court  [to]  he  taken  thereon. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
impowered  and  directed  to  allow  or  pay  to  such  constables  or  collect- 
ors, the  amount,  in  their  respective  lists,  of  the  taxes  on  such  unim- 
proved lands  on  a  certificate  from  the  major  part  of  the  assessors  who 
made  such  tax,  being  produced,  setting  forth  the  sum  taxed  in  any 
list  exhibited,  on  said  unimproved  lands,  and  to  keep  an  account  of 
all  monies  by  him  so  allowed  or  paid. 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  respecting  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  word  "  inhabitant"  in  some  former  tax  acts, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  12.]  That  all  male  persons  from  sixteen  years  old  and  up- 
wards, residing  or  usually  doing  business  in  any  town  within  this 
state,  shall  be  considered  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  and  the  assessors  are  directed  to  proceed  to  assess  them  for  their 
trade  and  faculties,  exercised  there,  and  for  their  polls,  if  not  taxed 
elsewhere. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  13.]  That  the  ti'easurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
directed  to  grant  orders  in  favor  of  the  selectmen  or  committee  upon 
the  collectors  of  this  tax,  to  pay  such  accounts  as  may  appear  to  be 
due  to  any  town  or  plantation,  that  have  complied  with  the  several 
resolutions  of  the  general  court  requiring  the  selectmen  or  committees 
to  supply  the  soldiers'  families,  said  accounts  being  examined  and 
passed  by  the  committee  on  accounts,  and  certificates  produced  from 
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said  committee  that  said  account  is  due  to  said  town,  for  supplies  as 
aforesaid,  and  that  the  treasurer  give  his  orders  accordingly.  [Passed 
December  7. 


CHAPTER    31. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SUPPLYING  THE  TREASURY  OF  THIS  STATE  WITH  A  SUM 
OF  MONEY,  TO  BE  PAID  IN  BILLS  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY, 
EQUAL  IN  VALUE  TO  THE  SUM  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  THOU- 
SAND POUNDS  STERLING  MONEY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  TO  ENABLE 
THE  TREASURER  OF  THIS  STATE  TO  DISCHARGE  ANY  SUMS  WHICH 
MAY  BE  BORROWED  ON  LOAN,  IN  EUROPE,  IN  BEHALF  OF  SAID 
STATE. 

Whereas  the  general  court  of  this  state  have  ordered  that  a  loan 
be  negociated  on  the  credit,  and  in  behalf,  and  for  the  use,  of  this 
state,  in  Europe,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling ;  and  ivhereas,  it  is  necessary  that  suitable  provision 
be  made  for  discharging  and  repaying  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be 
so  borrowed  on  loan,  and  also  any  interest  that  may  arise  on  said 
loan, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General   Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax- of  a  sum  of 
money,  to  be  paid  in  bills  of  the  Continental  currency,  equal  in  value 
to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  sterling  money 
of  Great  Britain,  according  to  the  rate  of  exchange  subsisting  at  the 
time  of  levying  such  tax,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within 
this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportion  on  the  sev- 
eral towns  and  places  therein,  as  the  general  court  of  this  state  may 
hereafter  order  and  direct,  seasonably  to  discharge  the  sums  which 
may  be  loaned  as  aforesaid,  or  any  parts  thereof,  as  the  same  may 
become  due. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  the  general  court  shall  neglect  to  make  pro- 
vision, one  full  year  previous  to  the  becoming  due  of  any  sum,  and  the 
interest  arising  thereon  vn  consequence  of  the  loan  aforesaid,  for  dis- 
charge and  payment  of  the  sum  so  to  become  due,  that  then  and  in 
that  case,  the  treasurer  of  this  state  for  the  time  being,  shall,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorised,  impowered  and  directed,  within  two  months 
after  such  neglect,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to 
the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  incorporated  place 
within  this  state,  and  to  some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  any 
place  or  places  not  incorporated,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess 
the  polls  and  estates  within  their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for 
the  respective  sums  so  about  Co  become  i)ayable  as  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  rate  of  exchange  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
six  mouths  after  the  date  of  the  warrant  requiring  the  same  ;  and  the 
sums  ordered  by  such  warrant  to  be  levied  on  the  several  towns  and 
places,  respectively,  shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  sums  by  them  paid 
in  the  then  last  preceeding.  tax  act ;  and  the  assessors,  as  also  all 
persons  assessed  thereby,  shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject 
to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in  said  act. 
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And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,, 
[Sect.  3.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  shall,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  impowered  and  directed,  as  soon  as  he  shall  receive  any 
of  the  monies  that  may  be  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  pay  the 
same  into  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  War,  or  such  other  persons  as 
the  general  assembly  may  appoint  to  receive  the  same,  who  are  hereby 
impowered  and  directed  immediatel}'  to  vest  the  same  in  good  bills  of 
exchange,  drawn  upon  persons  in  Europe,  or  otherways,  for  such 
articles  as  will  best  suit  the  markets  there,  and  remit  the  same  to 
Holland  or  France,  and  give  directions  for  the  neet  proceeds  of  said 
bills  or  articles  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  money,  together 
with  the  interest  thereon,  that  may  be  borrowed  in  Europe  on  account 
of  this  state,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever.  {^Passed  January 
11,  1780. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  THE  Ninth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1780. 


CHAPTER    32. 

AN  ACT  TO  INDEMNIFY,  AND  SECURE  FROM  PROSECUTIONS  IN  LAW, 
PERSONS  WHO,  BY  THEIR  LAUDABLE  EXERTIONS  UNDER  THE  LATE 
GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  KING  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  HAVE  EXPOSED 
THEMSELVES  TO  ACTIONS  OF  DAM [M] AGE,  AND  OTHER  PROSECU- 
TIONS, IN  CERTAIN  CASES. 

Whereas  the  administration  of  the  late  government  of  the  king  of  Preamble. 
Great  Britain,  within  the  late  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  be- 
came in  the  greatest  degree  oppressive  and  intol[l]erable,  and  the 
measures  taken  under  pretence  of  legal  government  were  manifestly 
calculated  and  designed  for  the  destruction  of  the  just  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people  of  the  said  province,  insomuch  as  to  render  it 
highly  necessary  and  justifiable  that  open  opposition  should  be  made 
to  the  said  violent  and  destructive  measures,  and  that  persons  should 
be  seized,  and  property  taken,  and,  in  some  instances,  destroyed ; 
and  whereas  divers  [e]  patriotic [k]  and  good  men  did  then  stand 
forth,  and,  at  the  utmost  risque  of  their  own  persons  and  property, 
did  stedfastly  oppose  the  violent  and  destructive  measures  of  the 
said  government  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  for  which  they  are 
now  tlireat[e]ned  with,  or  actually  have,  actions  of  damages  or  other 
prosecutions  commenced  against  them  by  evil  and  disaffected  per- 
sons, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

That  all  actions  for  dam[m]ages,  and  other  prosecutions  in  law,  that  au actions 
have  been,  or  that  may  be  hereafter  commenced  or  brought  forward,  commiuels'oT' 
against  any  committee  of  correspondence,  inspection  and  safety,  or  correspondence, 
against  any  member  or  members  of  such  committee,  or  any  member  after ^thirisT*^ 
of  this  state,  or  county,  convention,  or  any  person  or  persons  acting  day  of  January, 
under  their  or  any  of  their  advice  or  direction,  for  the  taking  or  de-  thoithday'of 
stroying  any  property,  or  apprehending  and  confining  any  person  from  ciared"uUand 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  void, 
hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  before  the  fourthday  of  July,  Anno  Domini 
one   thousand  seven  hundred  and   seventy-six,  be    and   hereby  are 
declared  null  and  void ;  and  that  no  court  of  law  within  this  state 
shall  render  judgment  upon,  or  in   anywise  sustain,  such  actions  or 
prosecutions ;  any   law   to   the   contrary   notwithstanding.      \_Passed 
April  10,  1780. 
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CHAPTER    33. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXING  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  NEW  PROVIDENCE, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  ADAMS. 


Preamble. 


Annexing  the 
plantation  called 
New  Provi- 
dence to  the 
town  of  Adams, 


—  they  to  pay 
their  taxes 
aforesaid  on  said 
plantation. 


Whereas  it,  appears  that  the  plantation  called  New  Providence,  in 
the  county  of  Berkshire,  is  so  situated  as  to  make  it  necessary  and 
convenient  to  be  annexed  to  the  town  of  Adams,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representaiives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  plantation  called  New  Providence,  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  together  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  be  and 
hereby  is  annexed  to  and  incorporated  with  the  town  of  Adams  ;  and 
that  said  plantation,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  shall  be  considered 
as  belonging  to  said  town  of  Adams. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  inhabitants  shall  pay  their  proportionable 
part  of  all  taxes  which  are  already  assessed  and  levied  on  said  plan- 
tation as  heretofore  ;  anything  in  this  act  notwithstanding. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  account  of  the  estate  contained  in  said  planta- 
tion, and  the  polls  thereon,  returned  by  the  assessors  of  said  planta- 
tion, in  the  valuation  last  taken,  be  set  to  the  town  of  Adams. 
[Passed  April  10,  1780. 


CHAPTER    34. 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  EASTERLY  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
SUDBURY,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  INTO  A  SEP[E]  [^]RATE 
TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  EAST  SUDBURY. 


Preamble.  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  court  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  easterly 

part  of  the  town  of  Sudbury,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  labour 
under  many  difficulties  in  their  present  situation  ;  and  lohereas,  for 
the  remedying  of  which,  they  have  earnestly  requested  that  they  may 
be  incorporated  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

Bonndaryiine.  [Sect.  1.]  That  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  of  Sudbury,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  bounded  as  followeth  ;  viz"^'^.,  begin[n]ing  with 
the  river  between  Concord  and  Lincoln  ;  thence,  to  run  with  the  river 
till  it  comes  to  the  mouth  of  a  ditch  ou  the  westerly  side  of  said  river, 
between  the  meadows  of  William  Baldwin,  Esq'^''^.,  and  Eliakira  Rice ; 
thence,  on  the  said  ditch,  to  the  county  road  leading  to  Stow,  crossing 
said  road,  and  bounded  on  the  southerly  side  thereof,  till  it  comes  to 
the  line  between  the  land  of  Nathaniel  Pice  and  Jonathan  Carter ; 
thence,  southerly,  with  the  line  between  said  Rice  and  Carter,  to  the 
land  of  Lieut.  Elisha  Wheeler  ;  then,  run[?i]ing  eastwardly,  with  the 
line  between  said  Carter  and  Wheeler,  to  the  county  road  leading  to 
Marlborough  ;  thence,  run[n]ing  up  and  bounding  on  the  westerly  side 
of  said  road,  till  it  comes  opposite  to  the  line  between  the  heirs  of 
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Lieut.  Daniel  Goodeno[w][Mgr/i],  deceased,  and  land  in  possession  of 
Robert  Eities,  at  Sandy  Hill,  so  called ;  thence,  crossing  said  road,  to 
the  corner  aforesaid  ;  thence,  run[?i]ing  to  a  white-oak  tree  near  the 
head  of  Capt.  Moses  Maynard's  meadow  ;  thence,  run[«]ing  a  straight 
line,  to  a  swamp-white-oak  tree  standing  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
eastwardly  from  the  dwelling-house  of  Capt.  Moses  Stone  ;  thence,  up 
and  with  said  river,  to  Framingham  line  ;  thence,  bounded  on  all  other 
parts  agre[e]able  to  the  known  and  ancient  bounds  of  the  town  of 
Sudbury,  on  the  towns  of  Framingham,  Natick,  Westo[w]n  and  Lin- 
coln, to  the  first-mentioned  bounds,  —  be  and  hereby  is  incorporated 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  East  Sudbury ;  and  that  the  inhabitants 
thereof  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  invested  with  all  the  powers,  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  within  this  state 
do  or  may  by  law  enjoy. 

Provided,  nevertheless^  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  East  Sudbury,  The  town  of 
and  the  town  of  Sudbury,  shall  support  and  maintain  the  bridges  and  fnd\he  towrfof 
the  long  causeways  over  the  river  and  meadows  near  Mr.  Jonathan  Sudbury  to  sup. 
Carter's,  within   said  town  of    East  Sudbury,  notwithstanding   said  tato bridges',"^' 
causeways'  and  bridges',  lying  within  the  said  town  of  East  Sudbury,  etc.,  over  the 
in  equal  proportion  between  the  said  town  of  East  Sudbury  and  the 
town  of  Sudbury  ;  and  that  the  town  stock  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
be  divided  according  to  the  number  of  persons  that  are  obliged  to  bear 
arms  in  said  town[s]  ;  and  that  the  donation[s]  given  by  Mary  Dean,  Donations, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  east  side  of  the  riv^er,  be  disposed  of  accord-  itc!!how°°^^' 
ing  to  the  direction  of  the  donor,  and  all  other  donations  given  to  divided, 
the  poor,  or  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  and  all  lands  and  all  monies 
now  in  the  treasury,  or  due  on  bonds  under  the  care  of  trustees,  or  by 
any  other  way  or  means,  that  doth  belong  to  the  town  of  Sudbury, 
shall  be  equally  divided  between  said  town  and  the  town  of  East  Sud- 
bury.    And  the  poor  which  now  belong  to  the  said  town  of  Sudbury 
shall  be  divided  between  the  town  of  Sudbury  and  the  town  of  East 
Sudbury,  according  to  the  last  tax  act. 

And  it  is  also  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  house  and  lands  of  Caleb  Wheeler,  together 
with  the  training-field  adjoining  thereto,  remain  to  the  town  of 
Sudbury. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  proprietors  in  the  town  of  Sudbury  shall  for-  Proprietors  to 
ever  hold  all  their  rights  and  privileges  in  all  their  common  and  undi-  r^^hts  and^^ 
vided  lands,  and  remain  a  joint  propriety  in  the  town  of  Sudbury  and  privileges. 
the  town  of  East  Sudbury,  as  if  the  town  of  East  Sudbury  had  not 
been  set  off  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  town. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  the  said  town  of  East  Sudbury  shall  beheld  to  Proportion  of 
pay  their  proportionable  part  of  all  town,  county,  and  state,  taxes  that  tob?plid?efcB.*^ 
have  been  assessed  or  granted,  or  that  shall  be  granted,  to  be  assessed 
on  the  town  of  Sudbury,  by  the  great  and  general  court,  during  their 
present  session. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  Josiah  Stone,  Esq[uu'e],  be,  and  he  is  hereby.  Town  meetings, 
directed  and  impowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  prin-  ordrred? 
cipal  inhabitant  of  said  town  of  East  Sudbury,  requiring  him  to  warn 
the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  East  Sudbury,  qualified  by  law  to  act 
in  town  affairs,  to  assemble,  at  some  suitable  time,  and  place   in  said 
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town,  to  choose  all  such  officers  astowns,by  law,are  requh'cd  to  choose 
in  the  month  of  March,  annually,  and  to  transact  all  other  matters 
and  things  necessary  to  be  done  in  said  town.  [^Passed  April  10, 
1780. 


CHAPTER    35. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  EASTERLY  PRECINCT  IN  THE  TOWN 
OF  MENDON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER,  INTO  A  SEP[E]  [^]- 
RATE  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  MILFORD. 


Preamble. 
4  Mass.,  390. 


Boundary  line. 


Inhabitants  of 
Milford  to  pay 
a  proportion- 
able part  of  the 
poor  of  Mendon. 


The  town  of 
Milford  to  pay 
their  propor- 
tionable part  of 
taxes. 


Proprietors  to 
hold  their  com- 
mon rights. 


Whereas  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  easterly  precinct  iu 
the  town  of  Mendon,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  labour  under  many 
difficulties  in  their  present  situation,  for  remedying  of  which  they 
earnestly  request  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  sep[e][a]rate 
town,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[SecT.  1.]  That  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  of  Mendon,  in  the 
county  of  Worcester,  bounded  as  follows;  vizi^'^,  begin[M]ing  at  a 
heap  of  stones  on  Bellingham  line,  on  the  north  side  of  the  couiiti'y 
road;  then,  run[n]ing  west,  and  bounded  south  on  said  road,  until  it 
comes  to  a  road  called  the  Eight-rod  Road,  now  reduced  to  a  four- 
rod  road  ;  then,  north,  and  bounded  westerly  on  said  road,  as  it  is  now 
stated  by  the  town  of  Mendon,  until  it  comes  to  Upton  line  ;  thence, 
on  Upton  line,  to  Hopkinton  line  ;  thence,  on  Hopkinton  line,  to  Hollis- 
ton  line  ;  thence,  on  Holliston  line,  to  Bellingham  line  ;  thence,  on 
Bellingham  line,  to  the  bounds  first  mentioned,  —  be  and  hereby  is 
incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Milford ;  and  that  the 
inhabitants  thereof  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  invested  with  all  the 
powers,  privil[i][e]ges  and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  in  this  state  do  or  may  by  law  enjoy. 

And  provided,  nevertheless,  — 

A7id  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Milford  shall 
he  held  to  take  and  maintain  their  proportionable  part  of  the  poor  of 
said  town  of  Mendon  that  are  now  maintained  as  such,  or  that  shall 
be  hereafter  returned  from  any  other  town  as  belonging  to  said  Men- 
don before  the  said  town  of  Milford  was  incorporated. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Milford  shall  be 
held  to  pay  their  proportionable  part  of  all  town,  county,  and  state, 
taxes  that  are  already  raised  or  granted  to  be  assessed  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  town  of  Mendon,  or  that  shall  be  granted  to  be  assessed 
on  said  town  of  Mendon,  during  the  present  sitting  of  the  great  and 
general  court,  and  be  held  to  repair  and  build  one-half  of  the  bridges, 
and  mend-and  repair  one-half  the  roads  on  which  they  are  bounded, 
lying  in  the  said  town  of  Mendon,  forever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  all  the  proprietors  belonging  to  the  propriety  of 
the  town  of  Mendon,  that  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  town  of  Mil- 
ford, shall  hold  all  their  common  rights,  in  the  common  and  undivided 
lands  in  the  propriety  of  the  former  township  of  said  Mendon,  as 
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though  they  had  not  been  set  off  into  a  sep[e][a]rate  town,  and  their 
proportionable  part  of  the  ministry-,  and  school-money  belonging  to 
said  town  of  Mendon,  that  have  accrued  to  them  by  the  sale  of  the 
school-5and  ministry-lands. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq^^^.,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  l^^\'^lf''«' 
and  [i][e]mpowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  notified, 
inhabitant  of  said  town  of  Milford,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  town  of  Milford,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  affairs, 
to  assemble  and  meet  at  some  suitable  time,  and  place  in  said  town,  to 
choose  all  such  officers  as  towns,  by  law,  are  required  and  [i][e]mpow- 
ered  to  choose  in  the  month  of  March,  annually,  and  to  transact 
all  other  matters  and  business  necessary  to  be  done  in  said  town. 
[Passed  April  11,  1780. 


OHAPTEK    36. 


AN  ACT  MORE  EFFECTUALLY  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  SECURITY,  SUP- 
PORT AND  EXCHANGE  OF  PRISONERS  OF  WAR  BROUGHT  INTO  THIS 
STATE;  AND  FOR  REPEALING  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR 
SECURING  AND  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  PRISON- 
ERS WHO  MAY  BE  TAKEN  BY  ANY  AMERICAN  ARMED  VESSEL,  AND 
BR0[C7Gfl]'T  INTO  ANY  PORT  IN  THIS  STATE." 

Whereas  many  inconveniences  attend  the  present  mode  of  secur-  Preamble, 
ing,  supporting  and   exchanging  prisoners  of  war,  being  conducted  1776-77,  chap. 35. 
by  various  directions  and  divers  commissaries,  independent  of  each 
other,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  all  prisoners  of  war,  whether  captured  by  the  ah  prieoners  of 
army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  armed  ships  or  vessels  of  any  Jifd  brought** 
of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  subjects,  troops,  ships,  or  vessels  of  into  this  state 

„     ,  .  .  ,    ,       "^    ,  ,     .    ,       , ,  J.  1  1        to  be  dehvered 

war,  of  this  state,  and  brought  into  the  same,  or  cast  on  snore  by  tothecommis- 
shipwreck  on  the  coast  thereof,  shall  be  delivered  into  the  care  and  ^^^^Jo^enerai  of ^ 
custody  of  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  of  the  United  States,  United  states, 
his  deputy  or  assistant,  or  to  the  goaler  of  the  county  goal  in  which  "^  ^^^''^^'  ^**'- 
such  prisoners  maybe  landed  or  cast  on  shore    (and  said  goaler  is 
hereby  required  to  receive  and  deliver,  by  order  of  authority,  such 
prisoners,  without  fee  or  reward  from  the  persons  receiving  or  deliv- 
ering, charges  for  support  excepted  ;  which  charges  are  to  be  paid  as 
is  hereinafter  expressed)  ;  and  that  all  such  prisoners,  so  brought  in  or 
cast  on  shore,  including  Indians,  negroes  and    m[u][o]l[l]at[t]oes, 
be  treated,  in  all  respects,  as  prisoners  of  war  to  the  United  States; 
any  law  or  resolve  of   this  court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : 
provided,  nevertheless,  that  when  any  prisoners  brought  into  this  state  Provteo. 
shall  be  found  to  have  taken  passage  on  board  such  vessels  as  may  be 
captured  or  cast  on  shore  as  aforesaid,  for  the  end  of  transacting  pri- 
vate business,  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  passengers  shall  be  returned 
by  the  masters  or  claimers  of  such  captured  or  stranded  vessel,  to  the 
council  of  this  state,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  [i][e]mpowered 
to  admit  them  to  their  parole,  or  otherwise  order  as  they  shall  judge 
proper,  consistent  with  the  public  safety. 
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Commanders  of 
all  armed  ves- 
sels, upon  their 
arrival  to  make 
report,  on  oath, 
to  the  judge  of 
the  admiralty. 


Prisoners  cap- 
tivatedito  be  at 
the  expense  of 
the  masters, 
owners  and 
captors  of  said 
vessels,  and 
delivered  to  the 
commissary  of 
prisoners  on 
pain  of  for- 
feiture of  com- 
missions 
granted. 


Jailers  to  trans- 
mit their  ac- 
count of  charges: 
to  the  commis- 
sary of  pris- 
oners. 


And  in  case. 


Rations  al- 
lowed. 

Expenses  of  sick 
and  wounded, 
bow  paid. 


Be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  a  master  or  commander  of  any  armed  ship  or 
vessel  of  war,  belonging  to  this  state  or  any  of  the  subjects  thereof, 
from  necessity  or  otherwise,  shall  dismiss  any  prisoners  at  sea,  he 
shall,  on  return  into  any  of  the  ports  or  harbours  of  this  state,  make 
report  thereof,  on  oath,  to  the  judge  of  admiralty  for  the  district  in 
which  he  shall  arrive,  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  with  his  reasons 
for  such  dismission ;  and  if  such  judge  shall  not  be  satisfied  with 
the  reasons  assigned,  or  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  prisoners  were  dis- 
charged to  avoid  the  trouble  and  expence  of  bringing  them  into  port, 
and  delivering  them  into  custody,  or  in  anywise  unnecessarily,  then 
the  judge  shall  transmit  an  account  thereof  to  the  major  part  of  the 
council  of  this  state,  who  are  hereby  invested  with  power  to  examine 
into  the  reasons  of  such  dismission ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  them 
thereon  to  have  been  improperly  or  unnecessarily  made,  they  shall 
vacate  the  commission  granted  to  such  delinquent  master  or  com- 
mander of  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war  owned  as  aforesaid. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  all  prisoners  of  war  captivated,  brought  into,  or 
cast  on  shore  by  shipwreck,  on  the  coasts  of  this  state,  either  by  ships 
or  vessels  of  war,  owned  as  aforesaid,  or  any  of  the  subjects  thereof, 
be  delivered,  by  and  at  the  expence  of  the  masters,  owners  and  cap- 
t[ors]  [«res]  of  such  armed  or  stranded  ships  or  vessels,  to  the  com- 
missary-general of  prisoners,  his  deputy  or  assistant,  nearest  the 
place  of  landing  such  prisoners,  or  into  the  nearest  county  goal,  if  no 
such  commissary,  deputy  or  assistant  reside  within  such  county,  on 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  commission  granted  such  armed  ship  or  ves- 
sel of  war,  or  of  all  right  to  the  hull,  tackle,  furniture  and  apparel  of 
such  stranded  vessel,  which,  in  such  cases,  shall  [i][e]nure  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  that  end  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  this  state,  and  placed  to  their  credit ;  that  on  the  delivery  of  an}' 
prisoners  of  war  into  any  goal  of  this  state,  the  goaler  thereof  is 
hereby  required  to  make  a  return  of  the  same  to  the  commissary  afore- 
said, his  deputy  or  assistant,  if  any,  within  this  state,  if  not,  to  the 
major  part  of  the  council,  who  are  hereby  [i][e]mpowered  to  give 
orders,  from  time  to  time,  to  remove  from  place  to  place,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  United  States,  any  prisoners  of  war,  whenever  they  shall 
deem  the  security  of  said  prisoners,  or  the  safety  of  this  state,  may 
require. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  any  goaler  within  this  state,  who  may  hereafter 
have  custody  of  any  prisonei'S  of  war  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
transmit  his  copy  of  account  of  charges  against  the  United  States,  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  such  prisoners,  to  the  commissary- 
general  aforesaid,  or  his  nearest  deputy,  when  they  shall  leave  the 
goal  for  removal  or  exchange ;  and  if  said  commissary  or  deputy 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  last-mentioned  account,  such  goaler  shall 
present  said  copy  (with  his  declaration,  on  oath,  of  such  neglect  or 
refusal,  that  said  account  is  just  and  true,  and  that  he  has  received 
only  so  much,  or  no  part  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be) ,  to  the  major 
part  of  the  council ;  which  account,  so  far  as  they  shall  allow,  shall 
be  paid,  upon  their  warrant,  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state,  and  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  all  prisoners 
of  war,  'till  the  further  order  of  Congress,  be  furnished  with  two- 
thirds  of  a  soldier's  ration  of  provision [s]  ;  that  sick  and  wounded, 
only,  when  travelling,  be  allowed  carriages  at  public  expence ;  that 
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prisoners  on  parole  pay  all  their  own  expences ;  and  that  officers, 
prisoners  of  war  not  in  hospitals,  pay  their  physicians,  surgeons  and 
attendants. 

Be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  5.]  That  all  such  parts,  clauses  or  paragraphs,  of  an  act 
passed  and  enacted  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven,  [e][i]ntitled  "An  act  for  securing  and  mak-  1776-77,  chap.  35. 
ing  provision  for  the  support  of  prisoners  who.  may  be  taken  by  any 
American  armed  vessel,  and  brought  or  sent  into  any  port  in  this 
state,"  not  in  time  past  made  null  and  void,  is  hereby  repealed  ;  and, 
in  future,  shall  have  no  force  or  validity  as  a  law.  \_Passed  April  12, 
1780. 


CHAPTER    37. 

AN  ACT  FOR  FURTHER  AUGMENTING  CERTAIN  FEES,  ALLOWANCES 
AND  PENALTIES,  ESTABLISHED  BY  LAWS  OF  THIS  STATE,  AND  FOR 
ENLARGING  THE  JURISDICTION  OF  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 

Whereas  the  fees  and  allowances  to  civil  officers  and  other  persons,  preamble. 
as  now  established  by  law,  are  found  very  unequal  to  their  services  23laiKi  Is!^^'^' ^' 
and  expences,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Gouncil  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  several  officers  and  persons,  except  as  are  Augmentation 
hereinafter  excepted,  mentioned  in   an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  °*  ^''®*- 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  which  act  is  con- 
tained from  page  one  hundred  fifty-one  to  page  one  hundred  fifty-nine 
of  the  state  laws,  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  repealing  one  part  of  a  1777-78,  chap.  17 
law  of  this  state,  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  entitled  '  An  Act  for  the  repeal- 
ing one  law  of  this  colony,  made  and  passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  the 
reign  of  William  and  Mary,  king  and  queen,  entitled  "  An  Act  for 
regulating  the  fees  and  allowances  of  the  several  officers  and  persons, 
within  this  colony,  hereinafter  mentioned,"'"    be    and    hereby    are 
allowed  and  [i][eJmpowered  to  demand  and  receive  for  their  services, 
respectively,    thirty-two    times    the   fees    and   allowances    set   down 
therein  ;   anything  in  said  act,  or  in  any  law  or  resolve  of  court  relat- 
ing thereto,  notwithstanding. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  sheriffs,  co[n][r]oners  and  constables  shall  re-  ProviBo. 
ceive  for  levying  monies  upon  writ[t]s  of  execution,  or  warrants  of 
distress,  for  the  first  one  hundred  pounds  and  under,  ninepence  on 
the  pound  ;  above  that,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds,  six- 
pence on  the  pound  ;  and  on  all  sums  above  two  hundred  pounds,  and 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  threepence  on  the  pound ;  and 
on  all  sums  above  five  hundred  pounds,  twopence  on  the  pound,  and 
no  more. 

Provided,  also. 

[Sect.  3]     That  the  fees  to  be  taken  by  the  several  naval  officers  Provia*. 
through  this  state,  shall  be  twenty  times  the  fees  mentioned  in  said 
act,  and  no  more. 
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Fines  and  pen- 
alties annexed 
to  any  offences 
augmented  to 
thirty-two  for 
one. 


1777-78,  chap.  24. 


Justices  em- 
powered to  tal£e 
cognizance  of 
offences  and  to 
impose  pen- 
alties, and  to 
give  judgment 
where  the  tines 
do  not  exceed 
thirty-two  times 
the  value  of 
forty  shillings. 


In  caae. 


All  laws  passed 
since  the  year 
177'.<  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aug- 
mcutiugfees, 
repealed. 


And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  fees  to  be  taken  in  the  maritime  courts,  shall 
be  ten  times  the  fees  set  down  in  a  resolve  of  the  general  court,  of  the 
ninth  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  seventy-nine. 

A7id  vjJiereas  the  fines  and  penalties  annexed  to  any  offences  by  the 
laws  of  this  state,  or  to  be  incurved  by  refusing  to  serve  in  any  office, 
or  do  any  duty  required  by  law,  do  not  answer  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended,  — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  all  such  fines  and  penalties  annexed  to  any 
offences,  or  to  be  incurred,  as  aforesaid,  by  any  laws  of  this  state, 
whether  known  by  the  name  of  province,  colony,  or  state,  laws  or 
resolves  of  court,  made  and  enacted  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  shall  be  increased,  and 
taken  to  be  thirty-two  times  as  much  as  in  said  acts  or  resolves  they 
are  called,  and  no  more. 

And  whereas  the  fines  and  penalties  annexed  to  certain  offences 
mentioned  in  an  act  or  law  of  this  state,  made  and  passed  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  entitled  "  An  Act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  entitled  '  An  Act  for  forming  and  regulating  the  militia 
within  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  and  for 
repealing  all  the  laws  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,' "  do  not 
answer  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intended,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  all  such  fines  and  penalties  annexed  to  any 
offences  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  additional  militia  act,  shall  be 
increased  and  taken  to  be  thirty-two  times  as  much  as  in  said  act  they 
are  called,  and  no  more. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  provision  should  be  made  to  enlarge 
the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  who,  by  the  laws  of  this  state, 
cannot  take  cognizance  of  any  of  the  offences  or  crimes  aforesaid,  or 
of  debts,  trespasses  or  other  matters,  exceeding  sixteen  times  the  value 
of  forty  shillings,  whereby  the  course  of  justice  may  be  greatly 
retarded,  and  great  inconvenience  and  unnecessary  expence  may  arise 
to  many  persons  in  recovering  small  debts  and  dam  [m] ages, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  this  state'  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  [i]  [ejmpowered,  within  their  respective 
counties,  to  take  cognizance  and  have  jurisdiction  of  any  of  said 
offences  or  crimes,  and  to  impose  and  inflict  the  penalties  therein 
mentioned,  and  to  give  judgment  accordingly,  where  the  fines  doth  not 
exceed  thirty-two  times  the  value  of  forty  shillings  ;  and  also  to  hear, 
try,  adjudge  and  determine,  any  manner  of  debts,  trespasses  and  othc 
matters  as  heretofore  by  the  law  of  this  province,  colony,  or  state,  to 
the  amount  of  thirty-two  times  the  value  of  forty  shillings,  as  afore- 
said ;  and  in  case  of  appeals  from  their  judgment,  or  sentence,  in 
criminal  matters,  to  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  to 
recognize  the  appellant  or  appellants,  in  the  manner  and  form  they 
were  by  law  [i][e]mpowered  to  do  heretofore,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
thirty-two  times  tiie  value  of  five  pounds  ;  any  Jaw  of  this  state  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

A)id  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  all  the  acts  or  laws  of  this  state,  made  and  passed 
since  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  fees  and  allowances  to  civil 
ofliicMs,  and  for  augmenting  fines  and  penalties,  or  for  enlarging  the 
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jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  every  part  and  clause  therein 
contained,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed  and  declared  null  and 
void. 

[Sect.   9.]     This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  until[l]  the  tenth  Said  act  to  con- 
day  of  October  next,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  sitting  u^u? the  tenth 
of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer.     [Passed  April  13,  1780.  ^ay  of  October 


CHAPTER    38. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXING  JOHN  ADAMS  AND  OTHERS,  INHABITANTS  OF 
THE  TOWN  OF  SUTTON,  WITH  THEIR  LANDS,  TO  THE  TOWN  OF 
NORTHBRIDGE. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  Hotise  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  John  Adams,  Micah  Thayer,  Stephen  Goldthwait,  Annexing  the 
Ezekiel  Goldthwait  and  Abner  Adams,  with  their  lands  and  estates  e8tfte8  of  John 
that  they  now  own,  together  with  all  the  inhabitants  that  now  dwell,  Adams  and 
or  shall  hereafter  dwell,  thereon,  be  and  hereby  is  annexed  to  the  town  town  of°North- 
of  Northbridge  ;  who  hereby  are,  and  shall  be,  subjected  to  do  duty,  ^"g/pf '  t^^„i"' 
and  intitled  to  receive  equal  privileges,  with  other  inhabitants  of  the  with  equal 
said  town  of  Northbridge,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever.         privileges. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  said  inhabitants  set  off  to  the  said  town  of  Proviso. 
Northbridge,  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  are  hereby  held  to  pay  all  town, 
parish,  and  state,  taxes  which  have  been  heretofore  lawfully  assessed 
upon  them  by  the  said  town  of  Sutton,  together  with  the  tax  now  to 
be  laid  on  the  town  of  Sutton,by  order  of  the  general  court,  in  their 
present  session  ;  anything  in  this  act  to  the  conti-ary  notwithstanding. 
[Passed  April  20,  1780. 


CHAPTER    39. 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "  AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPO- 
RATING THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  COXHALL,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
YORK,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  COXHALL." 

Whereas  some  of  the  boundary  lines  of  said  town  are  not  explic-  Preamble, 
itly    set    forth  in  said  act,  and  "are  found  to   inte[r]fere  with  the  "77-78, chap. 23. 
bounds,  and  include  part  of  the  town,  of  Sanford,  not  intended  by 
said  act,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  said  town  of  Coxhall  shall  hereafter  be  Boundaries 
bounded  as  follows,  anything  in  the  act  incorporating  said  town  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding;  viz"^*^.,  begin [n]ing  on  the  western  side  of 
Mousom  River,  at  a  pitch-pine  stump  on  the  edge  of  the  bank  of  said 
river,  and  on  the  head  line  of  Wells  ;  from  thence,  to  run norlli -east- 
erly, on  the  head  line  of  Wells  and  Avundell,  six  miles  (viz^'^.,  until  it 
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Two  resolves 
for  suspending 

tho  oparatiou  of 
incorporation  of 
said  act,  passed 
bj'  the  general 
court,  October, 
ITTSand  1779, 
declared  null 
and  void. 

The  inhabitants 
to  pay  their 
proportionable 
part  of  taxes. 


Empowering 
the  selectmen 
chosen  in  the 
year  1778  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the 
inliabitauts  to 
choose  town 
ollicers. 


comes  within  four  miles  of  Saco  River) ,  to  an  Oak  Island,  so  called  ; 
thence,  from  said  Arundel[l]  line,  on  a  north-easterly  course,  on  a 
str[e][a]ight  line,  bounded  at  four  miles  distance  from  said  Saco 
River,  back  into  the  country,  six  miles  and  one  hundred  and  twent}' 
rods ;  from  thence,  to  a  hemlock-tree,  marked  on  four  sides,  about 
forty  rods  to  the  northward  of  a  pond  called  Swan  Pond  ;  from  thence, 
across  said  pond,  excluding  about  two-thirds  thereof,  on  a  south-west 
course,  untilfl]  it  comes  to  the  line  onthenorth-eastsideof  thetown  of 
Sanford  ;  and  from  thence,  south-easterly,  on  a  str[e][a]ight  line,  to 
the  bounds  and  pine  stump,  by  said  Mousom  River,  first  mentioned  ; 
which  bounds  will  include  about  five  thousand  acres  of  land  which 
was  included  in  the  eight-miles-square,  incorporated  into  a  town  by 
the  name  of  Sanford. 

And  loliereas  the  operation  of  said  act  of  incorporation  was  sus- 
pended by  two  resolves,  one  of  which  passed  the  general  court  the 
first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight, 
and  the  other  passed  said  court  June  fifth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  — 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  said  resolves  be  and  hereby  are  repealed,  and  de- 
clared null  and  void. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  Coxhall  shall  pay  their  pro- 
portionable part  of  all  taxes  which  are  already  assessed  or  levied  on 
said  inhabitants,  in  like  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

Arid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  selectmen,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  that 
were  chosen  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  be  and  hereby  are  [i][e]mpowered  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town ,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall 
appoint,  to  choose  all  such  officers  as  towns  are,by  law,[i]  [ejmpowered 
to  choose  in  the  month  of  March,  annually.     [Passed  April  24, 1780. 


OHAPTEK    40. 

AN  ACT  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR  CALLING  IN,  TO  BE  DESTROYED,  THIS 
STATE'S  QUOTA,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  PRESENT  APPORTIONMENT,  OF 
ALL  THE  PUBLIC  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  EMITTED  BY 
CONGRESS;  AND  FOR  MAKING  AND  EMITTING,  ON  THE  CREDIT  OF 
THIS  STATE,  OTHER  BILLS  OF  CREDIT,  NOT  TO  EXCEED  THE  SUM 
OF  FOUR  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY  THOUSAND  POUNDS;  AND  FOR 
ESTABLISHING  FUNDS  SUFFICIENT  TO  SECURE  THE  REDEMPTION 
OF  THE  BILLS  SO  EMITTED,  BY  THE  LAST  DAY  OF  DECEMBER,  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX,  AS  RECOMMENDED 
BY  A  RESOLUTION  OF  CONGRESS,  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  OF  MARCH, 
IN  THE  PRESENT  YEAR,  AND  IN  CONFORMITY  THERETO;  ALSO  FOR 
PAYING,  ANNUALLY,  IN  SPECIE,  THE  INTEREST  ARISING  ON  NOTES 
WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  ISSUED  UPON  THE  CREDIT  OF  THE  PROVINCE, 
COLONY,  OR,  NOW,  STATE,  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY,  PROMISING  TO 
BE  PAID  IN  GOLD  OR  SILVER. 


Preamble. 


Whereas  the  just  and  necessary  war  into  which- the  United  States  of 
America  have  been  driven,  obliged  the  Congress  to  emit  bills  of  credit 
before  the  several  states  were  sufficiently  organized  to  [iJ[e]nforce 
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the  collection  of  taxes,  or  fuuds  could  be  established  to  support 
the  credit  of  such  bills,  and  before  the  powers  of  Europe  were  suffi- 
ciently convinced  of  the  justice  of  their  cause,  or  probable  event  of 
the  controversy,  to  afford  them  aid  or  credit ;  by  which  means  the 
bills  so  emitted  having  increased  in  quantity  beyond  the  sum  neces- 
sary for  a  circulating  medium,  and,  wanting  sufficient  funds  to  rest  on, 
for  their  redemption,  have  daily  sunk  in  value ;  whereby  it  is  neces- 
sary to  reduce  the  quantity  of  said  bills,  and  to  establish  and  appro- 
priate funds  that  shall  ensure  the  punctual  redemption  of  the  bills 
which  may  be  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  state  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  in  and  destroying  this  state's  quota  of  the  present  paper 
medium  in  circulation ;  hncl  lohereas  Congress,  by  their  said  resolu- 
tion of  the .  eighteenth  day  of  March,  have  called  upon  the  several 
states  to  make  proper  provision  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Bspresentatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  aidhority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  there  be   and  hereby  is  granted    a  tax  of  five  Granting  a  tax 
millions  six  hundred  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  over  and  above  ov^^nd'above 
the  tax  for  a  like  sum  ordered  to  be  levied  the  present  session  (the  the  uke  sum 
said  two  taxes  being  sufficient  to  draw  out  of  circulation  this  state's  ?evied^the°pi^8- 
proportion  of  the  present  currency) ,  to  be  levied  on  polls,  and  estates  ^^*  **j^r*ose  o*/ 
both  real  and  personal,  within  this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  drawing  out  of 
in   such  proportion  in  the  several  towns  and  other  places  within  this  gtate's'propor-^ 
state,  as  shall-  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  "on  of  the  pres 
assembly  of  this  state,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  September  ^"  <''i'"''<'°<'y- 
next,  t(^  be  pa  [ye]  [^]d  into  the  treasury  in  the  manner  following ;  that 
is  ■  to  say,  two  million   eight  hundred  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the 
five  millions  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  aforesaid,  on  or  before  the 
twentieth  day  of  December  next,  and  the  remaining  two  million  eight 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  being  the  other  half  of  the  five  millions  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  if  the  general  court,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  Towns' and^ 
day  of  September  next,  shall  not  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apporuo^nment 
apportioning  the  sum  which  by  this  act  is  engaged  to  be  assessed  and  <>*  ^^^  ''*^- 
levied,  that  then   and  in  such  case   each  town  and  other  place  in  this 
state   shall  pay,  by  a  tax,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls,  and  estates  both 
real  and  personal,  within  then*  limits,  the  same  proportion  of  the  said 
sum  as  the  said  towns  and  other  places  were  taxed  by  the  general 
court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  preceeding. 

[Sect.  3.]     And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  fully  [i][e'jm-  state  treasurer 
powered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  month  of  September  next,  to  fg^ue^rth'ws 
issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assess-  wan-imts  to  the 
ors  of  each  town  within  this  state,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls,  each  town.to 
and  estates  both  real  and  personal,  within  their  several  towns,  for  "*^^*^' •''''• 
their  respective  parts  and  proportions  of.  the  sum  before  directed  and 
engaged  to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  the  aforemen- 
tioned times ;  and  the  assessors,   and   also  persons  assessed,   shall 
observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions 
as  shall  have  been  given  in  the  then  last  pr[o][e]ceeding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4,]     That  silver  and  gold,  and  also  the  new  bills  that  may  What  shall  be 
be  issued  by  Congress  on  the  funds  of  this  state  established  for  that  menrfor'taxcB^ 
purpose,  shall  be  received,  in  payment  of  said  taxes,  at  the  rate  of 
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one  dollar  in  specie,  or  of  the  new  emission,  in  lieu  of  forty  dollars  of 
the  bills  now  in  circulation. 

And  in  order  to  furnish  a  circulating  medium  in  lieu  of  the  bills  so 
called  in  to  be  destroyed,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Thosumto  [Sect.  5.]     That  there  be  emitted  on  the  funds  hereinafter  pro- 

be  omittoc .  yi(jcd,  and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  as  pledged  by  their  resolu- 
tion aforesaid,  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  pounds,  in  bills  of  [of]  credit,  bearing  an  annual 
interest  of  five  per  cent ;  and  that  the  face  of  the  bills  to  be  emitted 
read  as  follows  :  — 

Form  of  the  The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid  Spanish  milled  dollars,  by 

•j'"*-  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  oae  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 

six,  with  [the]  interest,  in  like  money,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per 
annum,  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  according  to  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature of  the  said  state,  of  the  ,  day  of  ,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty. 

— and  that  there  be  an  indorsement  on  each  as  follows  :  — 

The  form  of  The  United  States  insure  the  payment  of  the  within  bill,  and  will  draw 

thoendorBeinent  \y\\ig  Qf  exchange  for  the  interest,  annually,  if  demanded,  according  to  a 
resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  eighteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty. 

—  said  indorsement  to  be  signed  by  such  commissioner  as  Congress 
shall  appoint  for  that  purpose. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
i-.iiistobe  [Sect.  6. J     That  the  bills  which  may  issue  on  this  act,  shall  be 

s;.',r,i™and°       redeemable  in  spe[ijc[i]e  by  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
iMKMcstpaid.      QjjQ  thousand  seven  hundred  and   eighty-six;  as   also   the   interest 
thereof,  paid  at  the  redemption  of  the  bills,  or  at  the  election  of  the 
holder,  annually,  according  to  the  said  resolution  of  Congress  and  the 
promis[s]es  in  the  said  bills  ;  and  said  bills  to  be  emitted  shall  be  com- 
pleated  no  faster  than  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  twenty  of  the  other 
bills  brought  in  to  be  destroyed,  and  which  shall  be  lodged  for  that 
purpose  in  the  Continental  loan-office  in  this  state. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
comniifisioners        [Sect.  7.]     That  thcrc  shall  be  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  state, 
to  MuiX'?'and    six  commissioncrs,  any  two  of  whom,  and  no  more,  together  with  the 
sign  the  bills,      commissioner  that  is,  or  may  be,   appointed  by  Congress,  shall  com- 
pleat  said  bills  by  signing  and  numbering  the  same  befoi-e  the  emission 
thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

whMt,  piopor.         [Sect.  8.]     That  as  fast  as  said  bills  to  be  emitted  shall  be  cora- 

Kh!lii'ilon!eeWed  pleated,  SIX [th] -tenths  thereof  in  value  shall  be  received  into   the 

into  the  treasury  of  this  state,  to  be  thence  issued,  from  time  to  time,  to  sup- 

^•"'"■y-  pQj^.|.  ^j^g  war,  or  defray  other  charges  of  the  state,  as  the  general 

couit,  for  the  time  being,  may  order  and  direct ;  the  other  four-tenths 

to  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  and  carried  to  the  credit  of 

this  state. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]     That  whenever  interest  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted  shall 

be  paid  prior  to  the  time  fixed  for  their  redemption,  such  bills  shall 

be  theieupon  exchanged  for  other  bills  of  the  like  tenor,  to  bear  date 

from  the  expiration  of    the  year  for  which   such  interest   is  paid ; 
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and  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  state,  or  any  two  of  tbem, 
are  hereby  authori[s][2;]ecl  to  join  with  the  commissioner  of  Congress 
in  compleating  such  other  bills  for  that  purpose. 

And  in  order  to  establish  funds  effectually  to  secure  the  punctual 
redemption  of  the  bills  to  be  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  state,  and 
for  annually  paying  the  interest  of  the  notes  aforesaid,  — 

Be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 

[Sect.  10.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  seventy-  Tax  to  be  levied, 
two  thousand  pounds,  annually,  for  seven  years,  including  the  present 
year,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  this  state,  according 
to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportions  on  the  several  towns  and  other 
places  therein,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court 
for  each  of  said  seven  years,  at  their  several  May  sessions  in  those  years, 
respectively,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  state  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  November  then  next  after  ;  and  sixty-six  thousand  pounds, 
part  of  every  the  said  seventy-two  thousand  pounds,  shall  be  appropri- 
ated to,  and  applied  for,  the  redemption  of  the  bills  which  may  be  emit- 
ted, on  the  credit  of  this  state,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Congress 
aforesaid  ;  and  the  remaining  six  thousand  pounds  to  pay  the  interest 
annually  arising  on  the  notes,  owing  from,  or  which  have  been  issued 
by,  this  state,  promis[sJing  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver.  And  the  Tax  to  bo  paid 
said  taxes  shall  be  paid  only  in  the  several  species  of  gold  and  silver  certaia'articiea" 
coins  current  in  this  state  before  the  present  war,  and  at  the  rates 
they  then  passed  ;  or  in  uncoined  silver,  of  sterling  alloy,  at  six  shil- 
lings and  eightpence  an  ounce ;  or  in  uncoined  gold,  of  like  alloy,  at 
five  pounds  one  shilling  andfourpence  an  ounce  ;  or  in  good  merchant-  Rates  and 
able  codfish,  at  twenty-four  shillings  per  quintal ;  Indian  corn,  at  four  p"'"'-"'*- 
shillings  per  bushel ;  ry?,  at  six  shillings  per  bushel ;  wheat,  at  eight 
shillings  p[e]r  bushel ;  wheat  flour,  at  twenty-four  shillings  per  hun- 
dred weight,  gross ;  beeswax,  at  one  shilling  and  eightpence  per 
pound ;  pork,  at  four  pounds  per  barrel ;  beef,  at  two  pounds  eight 
shillings  per  barrel ;  potash,  at  f oi'ty  pounds  per  t[u][o]n;  pearlash, 
of  the  best  quality,  sixty  pounds  per  t[u][o]n  ;  hemp,  at  three  pounds 
per  hundred  weight ;  refined  bai'-iron,  at  forty  shillings  per  hundred 
weight;  bloomery  iron,  at  thirty  shillings  per  hundred  weight;  flax, 
well  dressed,  tenpence  per  pound:  provided,  that  all  the  aforesaid  —  toboi-'^cc-ived 
articles  be  good  and  merchantable,  and  of  the  produce  or  raauufac-  tijVw'ar!'"' 
ture  of  this  state  ;  and  that  the  rates  and  prices  herein  affixed  shall 
be  the  rates  and  prices  at  which  they  shall  be  received  only  during  the 
war ;  and  that  from  and  after  the  end  of  the  war,  and  during  thi,' 
remainder  of  the  term  of  years  on  which  the  taxes  aforesaid  are  laid, 
the  rates  and  prices  at  which  the  articles  aforesaid  shall  be  received 
in  each  year  so  remaining,  shall  be  set  by  the  respective  general  courts 
for  those  years,  at  the  May  session. 

[Sect.   11.]     And  if  the  general  court  for  either  of  the  years  so  Persona  pay  in- 
remaining,  shall  not,  before  the  tenth  day  of  July,  in  such  year,  agree  safdV^^cies'Io 
upon  and  set  the  rates  and  prices  at  which  the  articles  aforesaid  shall  pay  for 
be  received,  that  then  the  oldest  coun[c][s]ell or,  for  the  time  being,  of   '^^°*p'"' 
each  of  those  counties,  in  the  state,  of  which  any  one  of  the  council  is 
an  inhabitant,  together  with  the  treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
major    part   of  them,   shall  be  a  committee,  who  are   hereby  fully 
authori[s][2;]ed  and  [i][e]mpowered  and  directed  to  do  it;  and  the 
rates  and  prices  at  which  the  articles  aforesaid  shall  be  received  at 
the   place  that  may   be   appointed,  sliall   be  certified   in  the  warrant 
issued  by  the  treasui'cr  to  the  res[jective  constables  or  collectors  of 
the  taxes  for  which  the  rates  and  prices  aforesaid  shall  be  fixed  ;  and 


1182  Province  Laws.  — 1779-80.        [Chap.  40.] 

[revolutionary  period  —  ' '  STATE."] 

the  persons  paying  their  taxes  in  either  of  the  articles  aforesaid,  shall 
run  the  risk,   and  pay  the  charges,  of  transporting  the  same  to  such 
store,  in  the  town  of  Boston,  or  elsewhere,  as  may  be  ordered  by  the 
general  court, or  by  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being. 
And  be  il  further  enacted  hy  the  author ity  aforesaid, 
Incase.  [Sect.   12.]     That  if  the  general  court,  for  the  time  beiiig,  in  cither 

of  th«  said  seven  years,  shall  not,  before  the  tsnth  day  of  Jul}',  in 
each  year,  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums  to 
be  paid  in  such  year,  then  and  in  that  case  each  towu  and  other  place 
in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a  tax,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates 
therein,  the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sums  as  such  town  or  other 
place  was  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  pre- 
ceeding. 

[Sect.  13.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  for  the  time  being,  is 
hereby  [i][e]mpowered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  mouth  of 
August,  in  such  year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed 
to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town,  or  other  incorporated 
place,  within  this  state,  or  to  some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  sucli 
place  or  places  therein  as  are  not  incorporated,  requiring  thein  to 
assess  the  polls  and  estates  within  their  several  towns  and  other 
places,  for  their  respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sums  before 
engaged  and  directed  to  be  assessed  in  such  3'ear,  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of  November  then  next  after  : 
all  the  sums  so  assessed  to  be  paid  in  the  several  species  of  gold  and 
silver  coins,  uncoined  gold  and  silver,  or  articles  of  produce,  before 
mentioned,  and  at  the  rates  herein  established ;  and  the  assessors,  as 
also  all  persons  assessed,  in  such  case,  shall  observe,  be  governed  by, 
and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have  been  given 
in  the  then  last  preoeeding  tax  act. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Proviso.  [Sect.  14.]     That  if  the  general  court  shall,  by  taxing  or  other- 

wise, draw  into  the  treasury,  not  to  be  reissued,  all  or  any  part  of 
the  bills  to  be  emitted   as  aforesaid,  redeemable  in  any  one  of  said 
years  as  the  quota  for  that  year,  the  general  court,  in  issuing  the  tax 
act,   or  the  treasurer  his  warrant,  shall  issue  the  same  for  so  much 
only  of  the  tax,  for  that  purpose  charged  on  that  year,  as  shall  be 
sufficient,  Avith  the  bills  drawn  in  as  aforesaid,  to  compleat  the  redemp- 
tion of  that  year's  quota  of  the  bills  aforesaid. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  ci foresaid, 
Bills  emitted,  to       [Sect.  15.]     That  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  as  aforesaid, 
au  paymeuts"     shall  be  received  in  all  payments  within  this  state,  except  for  the 
except.  annual  tax  of  seventy-two  thousand  pounds  above  mentioned  ;  and  a 

To  be  made  a  tender  of  the  same  may  be  pleaded  to  any  action  brought  for  the 
recovery  of  any  money  or  other  demand,  and  shall  avail  as  though  the 
tender  had  been  made  of  gold  and  silver,  except  for  money  due  on 
special  contract,  expres[s]ly  promising  the  payment  of  gold  or  silver, 
made  since  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  A[wi]o  D[omMi]i  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventj'-five,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  made,  or 
for  the  satisfaction  of  legacies  and  donations  expres[s]ly  made  pay- 
able in  silver  or  gold ;  in  which  case,  the  judgment  obtained  for  the 
breach  of  such  contract,  or  on  such  demand,  shall  be  rendered  for 
gold  or  silver,  payable  according  to  the  rates  by  law  established. 

And  when  as  this  state  are  indebted  to  divers  persons  for  sums  of 
money  lent  in  silvjr  and  gold  upon  an  express  promise  to  pay  the 
same,  and  the  interest  thereof,  in  specie  ;  and  also  for  sums  of  money 


tender 
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in  bills  of  credit  lent  upon  the  reasonable  expectation  that  the  same 
shou[?]'d  be  paid  them  according  to  the  just  value  thereof  at  the  time 
of  lending  the  same ;  and  tohereas  the  exigencies  of  this  state  aris- 
ing to  them  in  common  with  all  other  nations,  even  the  most  powerful 
and  opulent,  from  a  time  of  war,  are  such  that,  at  present,  sufficient 
means  cannot  be  provided  for  the  discharging  the  same,  or  the  inter- 
est that  has  already  arisen  thereon,  -^ 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  bi/  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.   16.]     That  all  the  government  securities  issued  by  the  treas-  Govetumcut 
urer  of  this  state,  payable  in  silver  or  gold,  shall  be  paid  to  the  pos-  pMkTin'f-i'ivci'^"' 
sessor  in  silver  or  gold,  according  to  the  rates  established  b}'  the  law  a"^'  fe'o''^'- 
of  this  state,  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  Anno  iT79-8o,chap.2a. 
Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight ;  and  the  inter- 
est arising  on  the  same  shall  be  paid  in  the  like  specie  ;  and  that  all 
government  securities  issued  by  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  for  the 
bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  supply  bills,  or 
acts  made  by  this  state,  except  such  as  are  or  may  be  given  for  the 
bal[l]ances.due  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Continental  Army,  shall 
be  paid  in  the   currency  of  the  state,  in  a  nominal  sum  equal  to  the 
value  of  such  securities  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  same,  on  or  before 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  cue  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  ;  and  the  interest  arising  on  the  same  shall  be  paid  in  the 
like  value  :  the  said  value  at  the  time  of  issuing  and  paying  the  said 
notes,  and  the  interest  thereof,  to  be  ascertained  by  such  rule  as  the 
general  court  shall   hereafter  order  :  the  interest  which  has  already 
arisen  to  be  paid  as  soon  as  the  said  rates  shall  be  established,  and 
the  funds  shall  produce  sufficient  therefor ;  and  all  interest  hereafter 
arising  shall  be  paid  annually.     [^Passed  May  5, 1780. 


CHAPTER    41. 

AN   ACT   FOR   ENQUIRING  INTO   THE   RATEABLE    PROPERTY   IN   THIS 

STATE. 

Whereas,  by  reason  of  the  frequent  shifting  of  property  and  altera-  Preamble, 
tiou  of  the  value  thereof,  arising  from  various  causes  now  existing,  it  ''^"-^^''^ii'ip--''- 
is  necessary  that  a  valuation  should  be  often  taken,  that  a  just  pro- 
portion of  taxes  may  be  laid  on  the  several  town[e]s  and  places  in 
this  state, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     Thai  the  assessors  of  each  town  in  this  state,  chosen  Assessors  of 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  shall,  on  oath,  fod^e^h7the° 
take,  and  lodge  in  the  secretary's  office,  by  the  twentieth  day  of  July  secretary's 
in  the  present  year,  a  true  and  perfect  list,  according  to  their  best  perfect  iisTof" 
skill  and  judgment,  agreeable  to  the  form  set[i]led  by  the  general  "rVTeiw.a 
court  (a  printed  copy  of  wliieh,  and  of  this  act,  shall  be  by  the  treas-  copy  of  wiiich  to 
urer  of  this  state  sent  without  delay  to  tlie  clerk  of  each  town  therein) ,  I'reasurerAo^the 
of  all  male  polls,  of  sixteen  years  old  and  upwards,  whether  at  home  clerk  of  each 
or  abroad,  except  Sucli  as  are  known  to  be  in  ca})tivity  (negroes  and  8tafe)!'coutain 
molattoes  not  excepted),  distiuguisliing  tliose  rateable  h-om "those  not  o'f^afHhemai'e 
rateable  ;  of  all  real  estate,  improved  or  not  improved,  lying  within  poUs,  distm- 
their  respective  towns,  specifying  the  different  kinds,  their  quantities  g^ishing  those 
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ratable  from 
those  not ; 
—  of  all  real 

estate; 


— the  value  of 
all  goods,  wares 
and  mer- 
chandize; 


—  also  the 
amount  of  all 
incomes,  etc. 


Assessors  to 
cause  the 
columns  in  their 
several  lists  to 
be  added  up, 
aud  footed ; 
— exempting  the 
preoidciit,  fel- 
lows and  stu- 
dents of  Har- 
vard College, 
etc. 

To  exempt  offl- 
CLTs  aud  soldiers 
in  the  Conti- 
nental Army. 
To  exclude  the 
estate  of  Har- 
vard College  and 
Indian  lands. 
Oath  to  be 
taken. 


aud  value [s]  ;  tons  of  hay  of  the  diflferent  kinds,  and  barrels  of  cyder, 
and  bushels  of  grain  produced  ;  and  cows  the  pasturing  will  keep,  one 
3^ear  with  another  ;  money  on  interest  and  on  hand  (exclusive  of  gold 
and  silver  coins)  ;  and  debts  due  to  persons  more  than  they  are  in- 
debted, and  debts  due  from  persons  more  than  is  due  to  them ;  the 
value  of  all  woolen,  lin[??,]en  and  silk  goods,  hardware  and  other 
goods,  and  merchandize  of  every  kind  on  hand,  not  in  this  act  par- 
ticularly enumerated,  or  included  under  any  other  description  therein  ; 
the  quantities  of  wine,  rum  and  other  distilled  liquors,  molasses, 
sugars,  cotton,  sheepswool,  indigo,  coffee  and  cocoa,  salt  and  tea ; 
tons  of  vessels  of  every  sort,  upwards  of  ten  tons,  whether  at  home 
or  abroad  ;  the  value  of  the  same  with  their  appurtenances  ;  ounces  of 
gold  aud  ounces  of  silver,  coined  or  not  coined,  including  plate ; 
horses,  horned  cattle  of  all  kinds,  sheep  and  goats  aud  swine ;  value 
of  grain  of  all  sorts  aud  kinds  (exclusive  of  wheat  flour),  and  all  other 
produce  of  the  land  on  hand  ;  quantity  of  wheat  flour  on  hand  ;  value 
of  all  coaches,  chaises  and  carriages  of  that  kind,  and  all  other  prop- 
erty whatsoever  not  before  enumerated  or  included,  except  hous[e]- 
hold  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  implements  of  husbandry,  and  tools 
of  mechanic [k]s  ;  also  the  amount  of  the  annual  income  arising  from 
any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  employment ;  incomes 
aud  profits  by  trading  by  sea  and  on  shore,  and  by  means  of  advan- 
tages arising  from  the  war,  aud  the  necessities  of  the  community  :  the 
aforesaid  polls,  estate,  property,  incomes  and  profits,  and  the  value 
thereof,  where  required,  to  be  arranged  in  their  proper  columns  in 
said  lists  ;  s[ca']d  values  to  be  estimated  in  specie,  or  money  current 
in  this  state  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four. 
And  the  said  assessors  shall  cause  all  the  columns  in  their  several  lists 
to  be  carefully  added  up  aud  footed. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  following  persons;  viz^.,  the  president,  fel- 
lows, professors,  tutors,  librarian  aud  students  of  Harvard  College, 
aud  who  have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  set[^]led  ministers  of 
the  gospel,  and  grammar-school  masters,  shall  be  exempted  out  of  this 
act,  so  far  as  relates  to  their  polls  aud  their  real  and  personal  estates 
under  their  own  actual  improvement,  aud  lying  within  the  town  whereof 
they  are  inhabitants  ;  as  also  the  estate  of  the  Rev[ereH]d  Mr.  Prentice 
of  Charlestown,  laying  in  the  town  of  Cambridge  :  provided,  also^ 
that  such  officers  aud  soldiers  as  are  engaged  in  the  Continental  Army 
for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  aud  still  serving  therein,  are  ex- 
empted from  being  returned  in  this  act  so  far  as  relates,  to  their  polls. 
Provided,  also,  that  all  the  estate  of  Harvard  College,  and  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  Indians,  are  excluded  from  this  act. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  said  assessors  shall  certify,  at  the  end  of  the 
list  for  their  respective  towns,  the  whole  number  of  acres  therein,  in- 
cluding ponds,  rivers,  roads  and  uuimprov[e]able  land,  to  be  estimated 
according  to  their  best  judgments,  on  oath  ;  also  the  number  of  acres 
covered  by,  and  contained  in,  such  ponds,  rivers,  roads  and  unim- 
prov[e]able  land,  to  be  estimated  as  aforesaid;  and  each  assessor, 
before  he  enters  on  the  business  assigned  him  by  this  act,  shall  take 
the  following  oath  ;  viz'^'^ ,  — 

You,  A.  B.,  do  swear  that  you  will  faithfitUy  ami  impartially,  without  favor 
or  preju(1i(5e,  according  to  j'our  best  skill  aud  judg[e]ment,  do  and  peiform 
the  wliolcj  duty  of  an  a.«sessor,  as  dh'ccted  and  eajoiiled  by  an  act  of  thi.s 
state  made  the  present  year,  [ij[t;Jutitlod  "  An  Act  for  [i][e]nquiring  into 
the  rateable  proijerty  in  this  state."    So  help  you  God. 
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—  which  oath,  in  such  town  where  no  justice  of  the  peace  dwells, 
shall  be  aclministred  by  the  town  clerk,  who  is  hereby  [i][e]mpow- 
ered  and  directed  to  administer  the  same  ;  and  each  such  assessor 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  said  oath  shall  forf[ie][ei]t  and 
pay  the  sura  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  any  person  who  shall  not  be  necessarily  absent 
from  his  or  her  town  at  the  time  of  taking  this  valuation,  and  neglect 
or  refuse  to  give  in  to  the  assessors  a  true  account  of  his  or  her 
rateable  estate  and  improvements,  according  to  the  true  intent  of  this 
act,  shall  be  doomed  by  the  assessors  according  to  their  best  skill  and 
judgment. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  any  person  of  the  people  called  Quakers  may  be 
admitted,  instead  of  taking  the  oath  aforesaid,  to  make  his  or  her 
solemn  affirmation  or  declaration,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of 
perjury,  to  the  same  purpose.  And  each  assessor  shall  be  allowed  out 
of  the  treasury  of  his  respective  town,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  for 
each  day  he  shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  doing  the  duty  enjoined 
by  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  list  given  in  to  the  assessors  by  any  person, 
pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  contain  all  the  rateable  estate  possessed  by 
such  person,  in  his  or  her  own  right  or  the  right  of  others,  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  May  in  the  present  year ;  and  any  person  doomed, 
shall  be  doomed  for  what  he  or  she  was  so  possessed  of,  on  that  day. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.j  That  all  penalties  and  forf[ie][eiJtures  arising  by  this 
act  may  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  presentment  or  indictment, 
at  any  court  of  judicature  within  this  state  proper  to  try  the  same ; 
and  shall  be  applied,  one  moiety  thereof  to  him  or  them  who  shall  sue 
for  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  this  state.  [^Passed 
April  28,  1780. 


To  be  admiij- 
istered  by  the 
town  clerk, 
wbore  there  is 
no  justice. 


Such  persons 
refusing,  to  l>c 
doomed  by  the 
assessors. 


Quakers  admit- 
ted to  make 
afdrmation. 


Allowance  to 
assessors. 


Penalties  and 
forfeitures,  ho* 
recovered. 


*A  valuation-list  of  the  town  of  ,  in  the  county  of  ,  taken 

by  the  subscribers,  assessors  of  said  town,  in  obedience  of  and  agreeable  to 
an  act  of  the  great  and  general  court  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  entitled 
"  An  Act  for  enquiring  into  the  rateable  property  in  this  state." 


Names. 

Polls  rateable 

6 

Pulls  not  rateable. 

6 

Dwelling-houses. 

6 

Value  thereof. 

Barns. 

1 

*  This  form  was  not  engrossed,  but  a  draught  of  it  was  filed  with  the  bill,  and  it  was 
printed  with  the  act.  —  Ed. 
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Names. 

Value. 

d 

Stores,  warehouses  and  other  buildings  not  otherways 
mentioned. 

Value. 

Distill-houses,  furnaces,  and  mills  of  all  sorts,  and  iron- 
works. 

d 

Value. 

d 

Acres  and  parts  of  an  acre  of  English  mowing-land  and 
orcharding. 

Value  of  such  mowing-land  and  orcharding. 

00 

Tons  of  English  hay,  one  year  w[i]th  another. 

d 

Barrel [l]s  of  cyder,  one  year  w[»]th  another. 

d 

Acres  of  land  tilled,  one  year  w[i]th  another. 

d 

Value  thereof. 

Bushel  [l]s  of  grain,  one  year  w[t]th  another. 

6 

Acres  of  salt  and  fresh  meadow. 

d 

Value  thereof. 

Tons  of  salt  and  fresh  meadow  hay,  one  year  with  another. 

d 

Acres  of  pasturing  land. 

d 

Value  thereof. 

I.  s.  d. 

Cows  the  same  will  keep  one  year  with  another. 

6 

Acres  of  woodland  and  land  unimproved. 

d 
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Names. 

Value  thereof. 

«0 

Superficial  feet  of  w[^]arves. 

6 

Value  thereof. 

'1 

Money  on  interest  and  on  hand  (except  gold  and  silver 
coins),  and  debts  due  to  any  person  more  than  such 
person  is  indebted. 

CO 

Debts  due  from  any  person  more  than  is  due  to  such  person. 

00 

Gallons  of  wine  of  all  sorts  on  hand. 

6 
!25 

Gallons  of  rum  and  other  distilled  liquors  on  hand. 

6 

Gallons  of  molasses  on  hand. 

6 

J2i 

Weight  of  sugars  of  all  sorts  on  hand. 

6 

Weight  of  cotton  on  hand, 

6  • 

Weight  of  sheepswool  on  hand. 

6 

Pounds  weight  of  indigo  on  hand. 

6 

Weight  of  coffee  and  cocoa  on  hand. 

d 

Bushel  [l]s  of  salt  on  hand. 

6 
!2i 

Pounds  weight  of  tea  on  hand. 

d 

Value  of  woolen,  linnen  and  silk  goods  on  hand. 

09 

Value  of  hardware  and  other  goods  and  merchandize  of 
every  kind  and  species  not  before  enumerated. 

I.  s.  d. 

Tons  of  vessels  of  every  sort. 

6 

Value  thereof  w[i]th  their  appurtenances. 

«0 
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Names. 

Ounces  of  gold,  coined  or  not  coined,  includ[m]g  plate. 

d 

Ounces  of  silver,  coined  and  not  coined,  including  plate, 

6 

Horses  of  all  ages. 

6 

Oxen  of  four  years  old  and  upwards. 

6 

Cows  of  [3]  [three]  years  old  and  upwards. 

o 

All  other  horned  cattle  not  before  enumerated. 

6 

Sheep  and  goats  of  all  ages. 

6 

Swine  of  all  ages. 

6 
'A 

Weight  of  wheat  flour  on  hand. 

The  value  of  grain  of  all  sorts  and  kinds,  and  other  pro- 
duce of  the  land,  on  hand. 

'^ 

Vj 

Value  of  all  coaches,  chaises  and  carriages  of  that  kind, 
and  all  other  property,  whatsoever,  not  before  enumer- 
ated or  included,  except  hous[e]hold  furniture,  imjjle- 
ments  of  husbandry,  wearing  apparel  [1]  and  tools  of 
mechanicks. 

CO 

The  amount  of  the  annual  income  arising  from  any  pro- 
fession, faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  employment;  and 
also  the  amount  of  all  incomes  and  profits,  by  trading 
by  sea  or  on  shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising 
from  the  war  and  the  necessities  of  the  community. 

^ 

The  whole  number  of  acres  in  the  town,  including  ponds, 
rivers,  roads  and  unimproved  land[.s]. 

6 

Number  of  acres  covered  by  and  contained  in  such  ponds, 
rivers,  roads  and  unimprov[able]  [ed]  land[s]. 

6 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  list  of  the  polls  and  rateable  estates  in  the  town 
of  ,  taken  by  us,  the  assessors  of  said  town,  on  oath,  in  obedienc[e] 

to  an  act  of  the  general  court,  passed  in  the  year  1780,  for  enquiring  in  the 
rateable  property  in  this  state. 

A.  B.,") 

C.  D.,  S  Assessors  of 

E.  F.J 
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CHAPTER42, 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  A  DISTRICT   [WITH]  IN  THE   COUNTY   OF  MID- 
DLESEX, BY  THE   NAME   OF  CARLISLE. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  extve[e]m[e]  parts  of  the  towns  preamble, 
of  Concord,  Acton,  Chelmsford  and  Billerica,  have  for  many  years  i"53-g4,  chap.  no. 
labo[u]red  under  great  difficulties  and  inconvenienc[/]es  by  reason 
of  their  remoteness  from  the  places  of  public  worship  in  the  towns 
to  which  they,  respectively,belong,  and  have  supported  the  cost  and 
charge  of  preaching  for  several  years  past,  and  labour  under  other 
great  difficulties  and  disadvantages ;  and  have  earnestly  requested 
this  court  that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  district,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  tract  of  land  bounded  as  follows;  viz"^'^..  Boundaries, 
beginning  at  the  corner  of  land  belonging  to  Issacher  Andrews, 
upon  Concord  River  ;  then,  running  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  thirty- 
six  poles  ;  north,  nine  degrees  west,  sixty-six  poles  ;  north,  fifty-eight 
degrees  west,  forty  poles  ;  north,  thirty-two  degrees  west,  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  poles  ;  north,  twenty-seven  degrees  east,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  poles  ;  north,  thirty-six  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  poles  ;  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  ninety  poles  ;  north,  fifty-two 
degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  poles  ;  north,  twenty-two 
degrees  east,  eighteen  poles  ;  north,  sixty-eight  degrees  west,  two  hun- 
dred poles ;  south,  seventy-eight  degrees  west,  three  hundred  and 
eighty  poles  ;  south,  sixty-five  degrees  west,  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  poles  ;  south,  three  degrees  east,  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
poles  ;  south,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  two  hundred  and  sixt}'  poles  ; 
south,  one  degree  west,  one  hundi'ed  and  seventy-two  poles  ;  south, 
seven  degrees  east,  four  hundred  and  thirty-five  poles  ;  south,  fifty- 
eight  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  seven  poles  ;  south,  seventy-nine 
degrees  east,  five  hundred  and  fifteen  poles  ;  south,  sixty-four  degrees 
east,  six  hundred  poles  ;  from  thence,  on  the  river  aforesaid,  to  the 
corner  first  mentioned,  running  in  a  strai[g'7i]t  line  north,  twenty-six 
degrees  east,  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five  poles  ;  containing  about  ten 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres, — be  and  hereby  is  incor- 
porated into  a  district  by  the  name  of  Carlisle  ;  xind  that  the  said  dis-  investing  the 
trict  be  and  hereby  is 'invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  fhepHvilegos^" 
immunities  that  towns  in  this  state  do  or  may  enjoy,  that  of  sending  that  other'' 


a  representative  to  the  general  assembly  only  excepted  ;  and  that  the  .^^"cep?"^ ' 
inhabitants  of  said  district  shall  have  liberty, from  time  to  time,  to  to  join  with  the 
ioin  with  the  town  of  Acton  in  chusing  a  representative,  and  shall  be  fo^n  of  Acton, 

•  •  in  tlic  cIioiCG  oi 

notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  election  in  like  manner  with  the  representatives. 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Acton,  by  a  warrant  from  the  select-  How  uotifled. 
men  of  said  town,  directed  to  a  constable  or  constables  of  the  said 
district,  requiring  him  or  them  to  warn  the  inhabitants  to  attend  the 
meeting  at  time  and  place  assigned ;  which  warrant  shall  be  season- 
ably returned  by  the  said  constable  or  constables,  and  the  representa- 
tive may  be  chosen  indifferently  from  the  said  town  or  district,  the 
pay  or  allowance  to  be  borne  by  the  town  and  district  in  proportion 
as  they  shall, from  time  to  time, pay  to  the  state  tax. 
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"William  Stick- 
ney,  Esq.,  em- 
powered to  call 
the  first  meet- 
ing. 


The  distnci  to 
pay  i);irt  of  the 
chiugos  of  the 
North  Bridge  in 
Concord. 


To  support 
Sarah  Fletcher, 
a  pauper. 


To  pay  their 
proportionable 
part  of  taxes. 


To  receive  their 
just  proportion 
of  arms  and 
ammunition. 


Excluding  cer- 
tain persons  out 
of  said  bill. 


And  he  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  William  Stickney,  Esq'^''^.,  be  and  hereby  is 
[i][e]mpowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  in- 
habitant within  said  district,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
said  district,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  assemble  at  some 
suitable  time,  and  place  in  said  district,  to  ch[u][oo]se  such  officers  as 
are  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  district. 

Provided,  nevertheless, — 

[Sect.  3.]  The  said  district  shall  pay  one  sixth  part  of  the  charges 
that  may  arise  from  the  maintaining  of  the  North  Bridge  in  Concord, 
until[l]  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  shall  build  a  bridge  from  said 
district  over  said  river,  and  no  longer. 

And  provided  further,  — 

[Sect.  4.]  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  shall  support  a 
pauper  named  Sarah  Fletcher,  and  all  the  other  poor  who  now  are  or 
may  be  inhabitants  within  the  limits  of  the  same,  let  them  "belong  to 
either  of  the  towns  aforesaid. 

Provided,  likewise,  — 

[Sect.  5.]  The  inhabitants  of  said  district  shall  pay  their  propor- 
tionable part  of  all  such  town,  county, and  state,  taxes  as  are  already 
assessed  or  may  be  assessed  upon  them  during  the  present  s[e][^■]tting 
of  the  general  court,  by  the  respective  towns  to  which  they  have 
belonged,  and  of  all  public  debts  which  may  be  now  due  from  said 
towns. 

And  it  is  hereby  f\_Si']\_u'\rther  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  be  intitled,  and 
they  hereby  are  enabled,  to  demand  and  receive  their  just  proportion 
of  the  arms  and  ammunition  to  which  they  were  intitled  from  then' 
several  towns,  previous  to  this  act  being  passed. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  he  it  further  eriacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  Thomas  Brown,  Nathan  Butrick,  Oliver  Barron, 
Sam  [we]  1  Kibby,  John  Blood  and  Willard  Blood,  included  in  the 
boundary  line  of  this  bill,  with  their  lands,  be  excluded  out  of  said 
bill ;  but  that  they  have  liberty  of  inserting  their  names  in  the  secre- 
tary's office  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  this  bill,  that  they 
choose  to  belong  to  Carlisle  ;  that  such  of  them  as  shall  so  insert 
their  names,  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  district  of  Carlisle, 
anything  in  this  bill  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  [Passed  April 
28,  1780. 


CHAPTER    43. 

AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  THE  TIMES  OF  HOLDING  THE  COURT  OF  GEN- 
ERAL SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE  AND  INFERIO[U]R  COURT  OF  COM- 
MON PLEAS  WITHIN  THE   COUNTY  OF  ESSEX. 


Preamble.  Whereas  it  appears  that  the  holding  of  the  court  of  general  sessions 

'  -  ,<-  ap-  •  of  the  peace  and  inferio[u]r  court  of  common  pleas,  within  and  for 
the  county  of  Essex,  on  the  last  Tuesdays  of  March  and  December, 
yearly,  is  very  inconvenient  to  the  officers  and  parties  attending  said 
courts  by  reason  of  the  bad  travelling  and  inclemency  of  the  weather 
in  those  seasons,  and  that  it  would  be  much  more  convenient  that  the 
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said  courts  should  be  holden,  annually, on  the  first  Tuesdays  of  April 
and  December,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hij  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  asseinbled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  inferio[u]r 
(jourt  of  common  pleas,  which,  by  law,  are  now  to  be  liolden,aiiuually, 
at  Ipswich,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Esses,  on  the  last  Tuesday 
of  March,  shall  forever  hereafter  be  holden  at  Ipswich,  within  and 
for  the  county  of  Essex,  on  the  first  Tue^sday  of  April,  annually  ;  and 
that  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  inferio[u]r  court 
of  common  pleas,  which  by  law  are  now  to  be  holden  at  Salem,  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Essex,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  December,  an- 
nually, shall  forever  hereafter  be  holden  at  Salem,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Essex,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December,  annually ;  any 
law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  [Passed  May 
i.  1780. 


CHAPTER    44. 

AN  ACT  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  TEN  HUN- 
DRED THOUSAND  POUNDS. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary,  immediately,  to  make  provision  to  enable  Preamble, 
the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  pay  into  tlie  hands  of  the  Board  of  War, 
the  sum  af  ten  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  securities  of  this  state, 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds  thereof  to  be  appl[y][i]ed  for  the  dis- 
charge of  any  part  of  the  demands  of  the  creditors  of  the  state 
aforesaid  on  the  account  of  the  Penobscot  expedition,  and  the  other 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  be  appl[y][t]ed  for  any  exigences 
of  this  state,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  treasurer  of   this  state  be  and  hereby  is  di-  Treasurer 
rected,on  the  credit  thereof,  to  issue  his  notes,  payable  the  first  day  hlrnotea!"  '**"*^ 
of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  to  draw 
interest  at .  six  per  cent  per  annum,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  ten 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  that  the  said  notes  be  of  the  form 
following :  — 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  17     .  Form  of  the 

For    value  received,  for  the  use  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  I  do,  in  notes, 
behalf  of  said  state,  hereby  promise  and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in 
the  office  of  treasurer,  to  pay  the  possessor  of  this  note,  the  sum  of  , 

by  the  first  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
with  six  per  cent  interest  per  annum  ;  the  interest  to  be  paid  annually. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

C   D  '  \  Committee. 

—  which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  and  a  suitable  border 
round  the  same ;  and  when  said  notes  are  issued,  a  counterpart,  in- 
dented, of  each  note,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 
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Tax  to  be  levied 
on  polls  and 
estates. 


Treasurer  to 
issue  his  war- 
rants, on  assess- 
ments. 


Notes  issued  by 
the  treasurer, 
upon  his  receiv- 
ing warrants 
from  the  coun- 
cil, to  bedeUver- 
ed  to  the  Board 
of  "War. 


At  what  time 
the  notes  are  to 
bear  date,  for 
the  discharge  of 
the  demands  of 
the  creditors  on 
account  of  the 
Penobscot  ex- 
pedition. 


And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  Thomas  Dawes  and  Richard  Cranch,  Esq'rs,  be  a 
committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  form  pre- 
scribed, before  the  same  are  filled  up  by  the  treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  ten  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within 
this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  proportions  on  the 
several  towns  and  places  therein,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  ordered 
by  the  general  court  or  assembly  of  this  state,  in  their  session  in 
May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  to  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  to  be  applied  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4,]  That  if  the  general  court  shall  not,  some  time  before 
the  tenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-five,  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the  sums 
which  by  this  act  are  agreed  to  be  paid  in  said  year,  then  and  in  such 
case  each  town  and  other  place  or  places  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a 
tax,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  their  limits,  respec- 
tively, tlie  same  proportion  of  the  said  sum  as  such  town  or  other 
place  was  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  pre- 
ceeding. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  impowered 
and  directed,  some  time  in  said  month  of  June,  in  said  year,  to  issue 
and  send  forth  his  warrant,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of 
each  town  or  other  incorporated  place  within  this  state,  or  to  some 
suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  therein  as  are  not 
incorporated,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls  and  estates  within 
their  several  towns  and  other  places,  for  their  respective  parts  and 
proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  assessed, 
to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  ;  and  the  assess-; 
ors,  as  also  all  persons  thereby  assessed,  shall  observe,  and  be 
governed  by,  and  subjected  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  then  last  preceeding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  notes  that  may  be  issued  by  the  treasurer  by 
virtue  of  and  in  conformity  to  this  act,  shall,  by  him,  upon  his  receiv- 
ing a  warrant  from  the  council  for  the  aforesaid  sums,  be  delivered  to 
the  Board  of  War,  or  their  order,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  by  them 
applied  as  in  this  act  is  before  prescribed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  notes  that  are  issued  by  the  treasurer,  by 
vutue  of  this  act,  for  the  discharge  of  any  part  of  the  demands  of 
the  creditors  of  this  state  on  account  of  the  Penobscot  expedition, 
shall  bare  date  the  day  when  those  sums  became  duo.  \_Passed  May 
3,  1780. 
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CHAPTER    45. 

AN   ACT   TO   SUPPLY   THE  TREASURY  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  FORTY-NINE 
THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY  POUNDS. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary,  immediately,  to  make  provision  to  en-  Preamble, 
able  the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  pay  the  prizes  of  fifty  dollars  and    ""''■'' ^  ''i'-  -'• 
upwards,  drawn  in  the  fourth  class  of   the  lottery  order[e]d  by  a 
resolve  of  the  general  court,  passed  May  the  first,  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  — 

Be  it  there  fore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  a-isembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  [he]  hereby  Treasurer  di- 
is,  directed,  on  the  credit  thereof,  to  issue  his  notes,  payable  the  first  h^a^'ioteB.'^*"*^ 
day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  to  draw  interest  [of]  [a^]  six  per  cent  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  annually ;  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  forty-nine  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds :  and  that  the  said  notes  be  of  the  tenor 
and  form  following ;  viz"^'^.,  — 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  day  of  ,  one  thousand  Form  of  notes, 

seven  hundred  and  eighty,  For  value  re[ce]ceived,  for  the  use  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,  I  do,  in  behalf  of  said  state,  hereby  promise  and  oblige 
myself  and  successoi's  in  the  oflSce  of  treasurer,  to  pay  to  the  possessor 
of  this  note,  the   sum  of  ,  by  the  first  day  of  January,  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent  per 
annum ;  the  interest  to  be  paid  annually. 

Witness  my  hand,  H.  G.,  Treasurer. 

A    B    ? 

C    F) '  r  Com[»n]ittee. 

—  which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  and  a  suitable  border 
round  the  same ;  and  wlien  said  notes  are  issued,  a  counterpart,  in- 
dented, of  each  note,  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

Ayid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  2,]     That  John  ScoUay,  Esq'^''^.,  and  Mr.  Edward  Green,  be  Committee  to 
a  committee  to  sign  blank  notes,  at  the  left  hand,  as  by  the  form  pre-  <'°'»°*<^''S'sn. 
scribed,  before  the  same  are  filled  up  by  the  treasurer. 

Arid  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  there  be  and  hei'eby  is  gi'anted  a  tax  of  forty-nine  Tax  to  be 
tliousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  '®^*®'*- 
and  estates  within  this  state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  such  pro- 
p()rtion[.s]  on  the  several  towns  and  places  therein,  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  and  ordered  by  the  general  court  or  assembly,  at  their  sessions 
in  Juue,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  to  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  twentietli  day  of  November  then 
next  after,  and  to  be  applied  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  which 
may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  if  the  general  court  shall  not,  some  time  before 
the  first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  ^even  hundred 
and  eight3'-two,  agree  and  conclude  upon  an  act  apportioning  the 
sums  which  by  this  act  are  agreed  to  be  paid  in  said  year,  then  and 
in  such  case  each  town  and  other  place  in  this  state  shall  pay,  by  a 
tax,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  their  limits,   res^^ec- 
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tively,  the  same  proportion  of  the  said  sura  as  such  town  or  other 
placa  was  taxed  by  the  general  court  in  the  tax  act  then  last  pre- 
ceediag. 

[Sect.  .5.]  And  the  treasurer  of  this  state  is  hereby  [e][i]mpow- 
ered  and  directed,  some  time  in  the  said  mouth  of  September,  in  said 
year,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or 
assessors  of  each  town  or  other  incorporated  place  within  this  state, 
or  to  some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  such  place  or  places  therein 
as  arc  not  incorporated,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  polls  and  estates 
within  their  several  towns  and  otlier  places,  for  their  respective  parts 
and  proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and  engaged  to  be  as- 
sessed, to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  said  twentieth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  ;  and 
the  assessors,  as  also  all  persons  thereby  assessed,  shall  observe,  be 
governed  by,  and  subject  to,  all  such  rules  and  directions  as  shall  have 
been  given  in  the  then  last  preceeding  tax  act. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  aidhority  aforesaid., 

[Sect.  6.]     That  the  notes  that  may  be  issued  by  the  treasurer  by 

managers  of  "tiie  vli'tuc  of  and  in  confomiity  to  this  act,  shall,  by  him,  upon  his  receiv- 

lotiery.  jjjg  ,^  warrant  from  the  council  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  be  delivered  to 

the   managers  of  the  lottery  aforesaid,  or  their  order,  from  time  to 

time,  and  in  such  proportions  and  sums  as  said  managers  may  draw 

for.     IPassed  May  3,  1780. 


Notes  to  be 
(lolivcrcd  to  the 


CHAPTER    46. 

AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  AND  ESTABLISH  A  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  CUL- 
TIVATION AND   PROMOTION  OF  THE   ARTS   AND    SCIENCES. 


Certain  persons 
incorporated 
into  a  body 
politic,  by  the 
name  of    the 
Ajiierican 
Academy  of 
Arts  and 
BcienccB. 


As  the  arts  and  sciences  are  the  foundation  and  support  of  agricult- 
ure, manufactures  and  commerce  ;  as  they  are  necessary  to  the  wealth, 
peace,  independence  and  happiness  of  a  people ;  as  they  essentially 
promote  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  government  which  patronises 
them  ;  and  as  the}'  are  most  effectually  cultivated  and  diffused  through 
a  state  by  the  forming  and  incorporating  of  men  of  ge-nius  and  learn- 
ing into  public  societies  for  these  beneficial  purposes,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  'Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled.,  a.nd  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  Hon[ora]ble  Samuel  Adams,  Esq'^''^.,  Hon'^'''*^ 
John  Adams,  Esq'^'^.,  John  Bacon,  Esq'^'^.,  Ilon'^'^'^l  James  Bowdoin, 
Esqt^^.,  Uey^'^l  Charles  Chauncy,  D.D.,  Rev^'^i.  John  Clark,  David 
Cobb,  Esqf'-].,  'Rcv^'^\  Samuel  Cooper,  D.D..  Hon^'^'^^  Thomas  Cush- 
ing,  Esq^""^.,  Hon^''''^].  Nathan  Cushiug,  Esq^^^,  IIonf'"<=^.  William  Cush- 
ing,  EsqC--^  ,  Tristram  Dalton,  Esq^'^.,  Hon^'''^^  Francis  Dana,  Esqi^'^, 
Rev"^"^.  Samuel  Deaue,  Revi^^^.  Perez  Fobes,  Rev'^'^^  Caleb  Gannet[i], 
Hon'^'"*^.  Henry  Gardner,  Esq'^'"^.,  Mr.  Benjamin  Guild,  Honi^''*''^.  John 
Hancock,  Esq'^'^,,  Hon'^'''''^.  Joseph  Hawley,  Esq"^''^.,  Edward  Augustus 
Holyoke,  Esq"^""^.,  Doct[a]r  Ebenezcr  Hunt,  Jonathan  Jackson,  Esq'^"'^., 
Doct[o]r  Charles  Jarvis,  Rev"^*^^.  Samuel  Laugdon,  D.D.,  Hon'^'''^^.  Levi 
Lincoln,  Esq"^'^.,  Rev"^''^.  Daniel  Little,  Rev'^'^^.  Elijah  Lothrop,  John 
Lowell,  Esq"^''^.,  Rev^^''^.  Sam[Me]l  Mather,  D.D.,  Samuel  Moody,  EsqC"-]., 
Hou^''"-^.   Andi-ew    Oliver,    Esq^''^.,    Doct[o]r   Joaeph    Orne,  'l)[octJr. 
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Theodore  Parsons,  Hou'^"'"l  George  Partridge,  Esq^^^.,  Hon'^''^''l  Robert 
Treat  Paine,  Esq'^'"^.,  Rev'^''^.  Pinillips  Payson,  Samuel  Phillips,  jun'^"'^., 
Esqt^l,  Ilout''"'^.  John  Pickering,  Esq^^^.^  Houf""'].  Oliver  Prescot[t], 
Eaq'^'l,  Rev'^'^^.  Zedekiah  Sanger,  Hon[orable]  Nathaniel  Peaslee 
Ser[g][,;]eant,  Esq'^''^.,  Micajah  Sawyer,  Esq'^'^.,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Esqi^'^l,  Hon^""^].  William  Sever,  Esq^-"].,  Stephen  Sewall,  Esq^^l,  Hon^''^*]. 
David  Sewall,  Esq'^''^,  John  Sprague,  Esq'^'"^.,  Ebenezer  Storer,  Esqi^'l, 
Caleb  Strong,  Esq"^'^.,  Hon'^"''^.  James  Sullivan,  Esqi^'l,  D[oct]r.  John 
Bernard  Sweat,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Tracy,  Cotton  Tufts,  Esqt'"^.,  Hon'^"'*^. 
James  Warren,  Esqi^''^,  Rev'^'^^  Samuel  West,  Rev'^'*^.  Edward  Wiggles- 
worth,  Rev'^'^^  Joseph  Willard,  Rcv^"^.  Samuel  Williams.  Rev^''^.  Abra- 
ham Williams,  Rev'^''^.  Neheraiah  Williams  and  Mr.  James  Wiuthrop, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  formed  into,  constituted  and  made  a  body 
politic  and  cor^wrate  by  the  name  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  ;  and  that  they  and  their  successors,  and  such  other  per- 
sons as  shall  be  elected  in  the  manner  hereafter  mentioned,  shall  be, 
and  continue,  a  body  politic  and  corporate  by  the  same  name,  forever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authorit}/  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  fellows  of  the  said  academy  may,  from  time  Thefeiioweof 
to  time,  elect  a  president,  one  or  more  vice-presidents,  one  or  more  emy  to^cLect^a 
secretaries,  and  such  other  officers,  of  the  said  academy,  as  they  shall  president  aud 
judge  necessary  or  convenient ;  and  they  shall  have  full  power  and  °   "  ° 
authority,  from  time  to  time, to  determine  and  establish  the  names, 
number  and  duties  of  their  several  officers,  and  the  tenure  or  estate 
they  shall, respectively,  have  in  their  offices,  and  also  to  author i[s]  [2]  e  Vested  with  cer- 
and  impower  their  president,  or  some  other  fellow  of  the  academy,  t^m  powers, 
at  their  pleasure,  to  administer  such  oaths,   to  such  officers,  as  they 
shall  appoint  and  determine  for  the  well  ordering  and  good  govern- 
ment of  the  said  academy  :  provided,  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to 
the  laws  of  this  state. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by.  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3. J     That  the  fellows  of  the  said  academy  shall  have  one  Said  feiiowa  to 
common  seal,  which  they  may  make  use  of  in  whatsoever  cause  Or  mJnseat*'"™' 
business  shall  concern  the  academy,  or  be  relative  to  the  end  and 
design  of  its  institution,  and  shall  have  power  and  authority,  from 
time  to  time,  to  break,  change  and  renew  the  common  sctil,  at  their 
pleasure  ;   and  that  they  may  sue  aud  be  sued  in  all  actions,  real,  per-  Made  ii.abic  to 
sonal  and  mixed,  and  prosecute  and  defend  the  same  unto  final  judg-  ^®^"<^^- 
ment  and  execution,  by  the  name  of   the  President  and  Fellows  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4,]     That  the  fellows  of  the  said  academy  may,  from  time  to  The  fellows  to 
time,  elect  such  persons  to  be  fellows  thereof  as  they  shall   judge  tofcnows°^'° 
proper ;  and  that  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  thereof,  with 
to  time,  to  suspend,  expel  or  disfranchise  any  fellow,  of  the  said  acad-  place, 
emy,  who  shall  by  his  conduct  render  himself  unworthy  of  a  place  in 
that  body,  in  the  judg [e]  ment  of  the  academy ;  and  also  to  settle  aud 
establish  the  rules,  forms  and  conditions  of  election,  suspension,  ex- 
pulsion aud  disfranchisement :  provided,  that  the  number  of  the  said  ProviBo. 
academ}^  who  are  inhabitants  of  this  state,  shall  not  at  any  one  time 
be  more  than  two  hundred,  nor  less  than  forty*. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]     That  the  fellows  of  the  said  academy  shall  have  full  Empowered  to 

1.1.,/.  ,.  j_      .-  .  1  li  1  make  laws,  etc., 

power  and  authority,from  time  to  time,  to  make  and  enact  such  reason-  and  to  amies 
able  rules,  orders  and  bye-laws,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  *^°^^- 
Btate,  as  shall  be  necessary  or  convenient  for  the  well  ordering  and 
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Proviso. 


The  fellows  to 
bo  deemed 
capable,  in  the 
1  iw,  of  h.iviug, 
hokiiugand  tak- 
ing iu  fec- 
siiuple,  by  gift, 
graut,  etc. 
Proviso. 


The  design  of 
H:iid  institution. 


The  place  where 
tlie  fir.st  meeting 
fih.'xll  be  held ; 
and  empower- 
ing the  lion, 
.lames  Bowdoin, 
Ksq  ,  to  fix  the 
time. 


good  government  of  the  said  academy,  and  to  annex  reasonable  pecu- 
niary fines  and  penalties  to  the  breach  of  them,  not  exceeding  the  sum 
of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any  court  of  record 
within  this  state,  in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  the  president  and 
fellows  of  the  said  academy ;  and  the  same  rules,  orders  and  bye-laws 
to  repeal  at  their  pleasure  :  and  also  to  settle  and  establish  the  times, 
places  and  manner  of  convening  the  fellows  of  the  said  academy ; 
and  also  to  determine  the  number  of  fellows  which  shall  be  present 
to  constitute  a  meeting  of  the  said  academy :  provided^  that  the  fel- 
lows of  the  said  academy  shall  meet  twice  in  a  year,  at  the  least,  and 
that  the  place  of  their  meeting  shall  never  be  more  than  thirty  miles 
distant  from  the  town  of  Boston. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  fellows  of  the  said  academy  may,  and  shall, 
forever,  hereafter,  be  deemed  capable,  in  the  law,  of  having,  holding 
and  taking,  in  foe-simple  or  any  less  estate,  by  gift,  grant,  devise  or 
otherwise,  any  lands,  tenements  or  other  estate,  real  and  personal : 
2nx>vided,  that  the  annual  income  of  the  said  real  estate  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  the  annual  income  or  inter- 
est [o/]  the  said  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two 
tliousand  pounds  ;  all  the  sums  aforementioned  in  this  act  to  be 
valued  in  silver,  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  and  eightpence  by  the 
ounce :  and  the  annual  interest  and  income  of  the  said  real  and  per- 
sonal estate,  together  with  the  fines  and  penalties  aforesaid,  shall  be 
appropriated  for  premiums,  to  encourage  improvements  and  discover- 
ies in  agriculture,  arts  and  manufactures,  or  for  other  purposes  con- 
sistent with  the  end  and  design  of  the  institution  of  the  said  academy, 
as  the  fellows  thereof  shall  determine. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect,  7.]  That  the  end  and  design  of  the  institution  of  the  said 
academy,  is  to  promote  and  encourage  the  knowledge  of  the  antiqui- 
ties of  America,  and  of  the  natural  history  of  the  country,  and  to 
determine  the  uses  to  which  the  various  natural  productions  of  the 
country  ma}'  be  applied  ;  to  promote  and  encourage  medical  discov- 
eries, mathematical  disquisitions,  philosophical  enquiries  and  experi- 
ments ;  astronomical,  meteorological  and  geographical  observations  ; 
and  improvements  iu  agriculture,  arts,  manufactures  and  commerce  ; 
and,  in  fine,  to  cultivate  every  art  and  science  which  may  tend  to 
advance  the  interest,  honor,  dignity  and  happiness  of  a  free,  inde- 
pendent and  virtuous  people. 

And  it  is  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  the  place  where  the  first  meeting  of  the  fellows 
of  the  said  academy  shall  be  held,  shall  be  the  philosophy  chamber 
in  the  university  at  Cambridge;  and  that  [the']  lion[ora']h\e  James 
Bowdoin,  Esq'^''^.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  and  im powered  to 
fix  the  time  for  holding  the  said  meeting,  and  to  notify  the  same  to 
the  fellows  of  the  academy.     [Passed  May  4,  1780. 
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CHAPTER   47. 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  OR  CONFIRMING  CERTAIN  PRIVIL [I]  [JB]  GES 
TO  THE  SUBJECTS  OF  THE  MOST  CHRISTIAN  KING,  RESIDING  WITHIN 
THIS  STATE. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  Preamble. 
and  commerce,  between  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  it  is  concluded  and  agreed  that  the  subjects 
and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  [one]  of  them,  shall 
not  be  reputed  nubains,  in  France,  and  consequently  shall  be  exempted 
from  the  droit  d'aubw'ne,  or  other  similar  duty,  under  what  name 
soever  they  may,  by  testament,  donation  or  otherwise,  dispose  of 
their  goods,  mov[e]able  and  immoveable,  in  favour  of  such  persons  as 
to  them  shall  seem  good  ;  and  their  heirs,  subjects  of  the  said  United 
States,  residing  whether  in  France  or  elsewhere,  may  succeed  them, 
ab  intestat,  without  being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of  naturalization,  and 
without  having  the  effect  of  this  concession  contested  or  impeded 
under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  pr[o][e]rogatives  of  provinces,  cities 
or  private  persons  ;  and  the  said  heirs,  whether  such  by  particular  title, 
or  ab  intestat,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  duty  called  droit  de  detraction, 
or  other  duty  of  the  same  kind  {saving,  nevertheless,  the  local  rights 
or  duties),  as  much  and  as  long  as  similar  ones  are  not  established  by 
the  United  States  or  any  of  them.  And  that  the  subjects  of  the  Most 
Christian  King  shall  enjoy,  on  their  part,  in  all  the  dominions  of  the 
said  states,  an  [ij[e]ntire  and  perfect  recipro[c][s]ity  relative  to  the 
stipulations  contained  in  the  said  article ;  and  whereas  it  is  reason- 
able and  just  that  the  strict  conformity  to  the  principles  of  equality 
and  recipro[c][,s-]ity  upon  which  the  treaty  aforesaid,  between  the 
contracting  parties,  was  grounded,  should  be  observed  on  the  part  of 
this  state, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

That  the  subjects  of  The  Most  Christian  King,  or  any  of  them,  shall  The  subjects  of 
not  be  reputed  aubains,  within  this  state,  and  consequently  shall  not  christian  King. 
be  subject  or  liable  to  the  droit  d'aubaine,  or  other  similar  duty,  under  "^'''the ?/5t'!1J''^''''' 
what  name  soever;  that  they  may,  by  last  will  and  testament,  dona-  iVaabuinc: 
tion  or  otherwise,  dispose  of  their  goods,  moveable  and  immoveable,  ~^}^^r^hei-^^ 
in  favour  of  such  persons  as  to  them  shall  seem  good;  and  their  wise,  dispose  of 
heirs,  subjects  of  the  said  Most  Christian  King,  residing  whether  in  this  JJf "Jj^^^^'f ^^  ,^g 
state  or  els[e] where,   may  succeed  them,  ab  intestat,  without  being  aubjecttoany 
obliged  to  obtain  letters  or  an  act  of  naturalization,  and  without  hav-  f;"of^';fj';;^i„,^, 
ing   the   effect  of   this  concession  contested  or  impeded,  under  any  tion. 
pretext  whatsoever  ;  and  the  said  heirs,  whether  such  by  particular  title, 
as  legatees  or  otherways,  or  ab  intestat,  shall  not  be  subject  or  liable 
to  any  duty  called  droit  de  detraction,  or  other  duty  of  the  same  kind : 
saving,  nevertheless,  the  local  rights  or  duties  as  ranch  and  as  long  as 
the  subjects  of  this  state  are  exempted  from  the  said  duties,  and  sim- 
ilar ones,  by  the  said  Most  Christian  King;  and  the  subjects  of  the  Saui  subjects  to 
said  Most  Christian  King  shall  enjoy,  within  this  state,  an  [i][e]ntire  thi's'staTe,  a'a 
and  perfect  recipro[c][Niity  relative  to  the  stipulations  contained  "i  |gc"''fec"p'*rodty. 
the  thirteenth  article  of  the  said  treaty,  on  belialf  of  the  subjects  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  one  of  them  ;  any  law, 
custom  or  us  [u  J  age  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     \_Passed  May 
5,  1780. 
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CHAPTER    48. 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  AND  PUNISH  DESERTION,  AND  FOR  APPRE- 
HENDING AND  SECURING  DESERTERS,  FROM  THE  CONTINENTAL 
ARMY. 


Freamble. 

1779-80,  chap.  9. 


Commandiug 
officers  of  militia 
companies,  etc., 
to  appreheud 
deserters  from 
the  Continental 
Army,  and  to 
command  as- 
sistance to  de- 
liver such 
deserters,  so 
apprehended,  to 
Bomo  (^'oiili- 
nental  officer, 
and  commit 
them  to- jail : 


— jailers  direct- 
ed to  receive 
them,  and  fees 
to  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury. 


In  case. 


—  expenses  to 
be  charged  to 
said  deserters. 

Commanding 
otliccrs,  etc., 
neglecting  their 
duty, 

—  penalty. 


State-attorney 
directed  to 
prosecute  all 
offences  com- 
mitted against 
this  act. 


"Wheeeas  many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Continental  Army  have  de- 
serted from  the  several  battalions  belonging  to  this  state,  to  the  dis- 
honor and  great  injury  thereof ;  and  as  the  laws  already  made  are 
found  to  be  insufl3cient  to  deter  from  desertion,  or  for  the  effectual 
apprehending,  securing  and  sending  deserters  to  their  several  com- 
panies from  whence  they  have  or  shall  desert ;  therefore, — 

Be  it  enacted  b>j  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the. commanding  officer  of  every  militia  company, 
and  the  committees  of  the  several  towns  and  plantations  within 
this  state,  where  no  such  commanding  officer  is,  are  hereby  directed 
and  [i][e]mpowered  to  apprehend  all  deserters  from  the  Continental 
Army,  that  may  reside  or  come  within  the  limits  of  their  respective 
companies  and  plantations  (and  to  command  the  assistance  of  the 
militia,  if  necessary,  for  that  purpose)  and  deliver  him  or  them  so 
apprehended,  to  some  Continental  officer,  within  the  county,  going  to 
the  Continental  Army,  or  commit  him  or  them  to  the  common  goal  of 
the  county,  there  to  remain  in  close  confinement  till  he  or  they  can 
be  sent  to  the  company  or  companies,  in  the  said  army,  they  be- 
long to. 

[Sect.  2.]  And  the  several  goalers  within  this  state  are  directed 
to  receive  them  accordingly ;  whose  fees  therefor  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  state.  And  the  person  or  persons  apprehending 
and  securing  any  deserters,  as  aforesaid,  shall  make  return  of  his  or 
their  doings  touching  the  same,  with  his  or  their  reasons^ble  charges, 
to  the  council  of  this  state ;  and  in  case  any  deserters  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  goal,  and  return  thereof  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  the  council 
shall  send  them  to  their  respective  companies,  in  the  said  army,  in  the 
way  and  manner  most  advantageous  to  the  state,  and  allow  and  pay 
out  of  the  public  treasury  the  reasonable  expences  of  any  command- 
ing officer,  committee,  or  any  Continental  officer,  who  shall  apprehend 
or  conve}^  any  deserter  to  goal,  or  to  his  company,  as  aforesaid,  and 
charge  the  same  to  the  account  of  such  deserter  or  deserters,  to  be 
adjusted  in  a  future  settlement. 

And  it  is  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  if  any  commanding  officer  of  a  company,  or  com- 
mittee, within  this  state,  shall  neglect  to  perform  the  duty  by  this  act 
enjoined,  he  or  they  shall,  for  every  such  neglect,  severally,  forfeit 
and  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  pounds  nor  less  than 
five  hundred  pounds  ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  for  the  use  of  this 
state,  the  other  moiety  to  him  or  them  who  shall  prosecute  for  the 
same  to  final  judgment,  by  action,  information  or  indictment,  before 
any  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  in  an}'  county  within  this  state 
whore  the  said  neglisct  may  happen,  or  in  the  next  adjoining  county ; 
and  the  state-attorney,  and  all  others  acting,  or  who  may  act,  on  be- 
half of  this  state,  in  the  several  counties  within-the  same,  are  hereby 
directed  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  all  offences  committed  against 
this  act. 
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An'l  whereas  many  deserters  may  escape,  on  board  the  armed  ships 
and  other  vessels  sailing  from  this  statvi,  as  seamen  or  otherwise,  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  land  service  ;  tO  prevent  which,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  4.]     That  every  commander  of  an  armed  ship  or  vessel,  or  a  penalty  for 
other  ship  or  vessel,  that  shall  hereafter  sail  from  any  port  or  harbour  annccTveJsdJ^io 
of  this  state,  who  shall  ship  or  convey  away,  on  board  his  ship  or  ves-  cany  away 
sel,  any  deserter  or  deserters  from  the  Continental  Army,  knowing  him  ingThemto"t°r 
to  be  such,  and  be  convicted  thereof,  shall  pay,  for  every  deserter  he  ^}^^\^  ^^.^^  ,, 
shall  be  convicted  of  shipping  or  conveying  away,  as  aforesaid,  a  fine 
not  .exceeding  fifteen  hundred   pounds,   nor  less  than  five  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  enure  as  aforesaid ;  and  all  prizes,  or 
shares  of  prizes,  that  otherwise  might  accrue  to  such  desertei'[s] ,  shall 
be  paid  by  the  agent  of  such  deserter  or  deserters,  into  the   state 
treasury. 

[Sect.  5.]     And  every  commander  of  any  arm[e]d  vessel  within  ComiuanJcrs of 
this  state  shall,  before  he  sails  upon  his  cruise,  make  out,  upon  oatii,  iiie^tathe'^miva'i" 
and  file  in  the  naval  oflflce  for  the  port  he  shall  last  sail  from,  within  oiuoo  a deBcifp- 
this  state,  upon  his  cruise,  a  descriptive  list  of  all  his  officers,  marines  men. 
and  mariners,  belonging  to  his  said  vessel,  for  the  said  cruise,  together 
with  the  shares  and  parts  of  shares  they  are  respectively  entitled  to, 
upon  pain  of  forfeiting  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  fifteen  hun-  Penalty. 
dred  pounds,  nor  less  than  five  hundred  pounds ;  to  be  recovered  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  uses  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  6.]  And  the  naval  officer  is  hereby  directed  and  enjoined  Naval officerto 
to  transmit  the  said  list,  immediately,  to  the  council  of  this  state,  who  lists  to  the 
are  to  take  the  same  into  consideration  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  return 
the  same  to  the  said  naval  officer,  certifying  the  deserters,  if  any 
there  are,  contained  therein  ;  and  the  several  naval  officers  are  di- 
rected to  make  out  attested  copies  of  such  lists  so  returned,  for  an}' 
person  requesting  the  same,  for  which  he  shall  receive  not  more  than 
thi'ee  pounds. 

[Sect.  7.]     And  if  the  agent  of  any  officers,  marines  or  mariners, 
belonging  to  any  armed  vessel  as  aforesaid,  shall,  at  any  time  here- 
after, pay,  deliver  or  distribute  any  share  or  shares,  or  parts  of  a  share, 
of  any  prize  which  shall  hereafter  be  taken  by  any  armed  vessel,  the 
commander  of  which  is  required  by  this  act  to  make  out  such  list,  to 
any  officer,  marine  or  mariner  who  shall  be  certified  by  the  council  to 
be  a  deserter  in  manner  aforesaid,  such  agent  shall  be  accountable  Agents  to  be 
to  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  for  the  time  being,  for  the  share   or  ai'uh'frM.'ctc!,'^ 
shares,  or  parts  of  a  share,  so  paid,  delivered  or  distributed,  and  shall  'j'^'^y;''*'.'!.^'^ 
also  forfeit  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  _penaity. 
nor  less  than  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  as  aforesaid,  for 
the  uses  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  8  ]     And  the  several  commanding  officers  of  the  respective  Commanding 
regiments  in  the  Continental  Army,  belonging  to  this  state,  are  hereby  ctontTneutaV*" 
required  to  send  descriptive  lists  of  the  deserters  from  their  several  Armirtosomi 
regiments,  into  the  said  secretary's  office,  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  of  deserters  Into 
said  deserters.  ^  -^ce!"'"''''""^'^ 

And  tohereas,  it  appears  that  many  deserters  from  the  aforesaid 
battalions  are  sensible  of  their  folly  and  wickedness,  in  violating  their 
faith  and  oaths,  in  dishonorably  abandoning  the  cause  of  their  country, 
by  desertion,  and  would  gladly  be  restored  to  the  favour  of  their  fel- 
low citizens,  by  a  speedy  return  to  their  several  companies  and  regi- 
ments in  the  Continental  Army,  dui'ing  the  war,  or  a  certain  time  over 
and  above  their  several  engagements,  were  it  not  for  the  apprehension 


council  of  this 

state. 
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of  an  ignominious  punishment ;  therefore,  to  quiet  the  minds  of  such, 
and  to  prevent  all  appearance  of  excuse  to  any  who  shall  dare  to 
reject  the  pardon  and  indemnification  in  this  act  freely  offered^  — 
Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  — 
Thewunriiof         [Sect.  9.]     That  the  council  of  this  state  be  directed  to  write  to 
rectodto    "       the  commauder-in-chief  of  the  said  army,  immediately,  inclosing-  a 
coniraunde^r.       ^OPJ  ^^  ^Ms  act,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  general  assembly  of  Mas- 
iu-chicf  of  the    sachusctts  Bay,  requesting  him  to  proclaim  a  pardon  to  all  deserters 
ciahu'pardon  to  fi'om   the   Massachusetts   line  of   the  army,  who  shall,  within  thix-;.' 
all  deserters.       months  after  the  publication,  of  this  act,  return  to  their  several  com- 
panies, if  on  land,  and,  if  at  sea,  within  one  month  after  their  return. 
and  serve  ^during  the  present  war,  if  so  engaged,  and  if  otherwise, 
shall  serve  nine  months  over  and  above  the  time  for  which  he  or  they 
engaged. 
Incase.  [Sect.  10.]     And  in  case  the  commander-in-chief  shall  offer  pardon 

as  aforesaid,  such  deserter[s]  as  shall  take  the  benefit  of  the  same 
shall  be  [i][e]ntitled  to  receive  all  bounties,  gratuities  and  allowances 
for  depreciation,  offered  or  granted,  or  that  are  or  may  be  due  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  Continental  Army,  belonging  to  this  state,  for  the  time 
that  he  or  they  may  have  served,  as  tho'[^^gr/i]  he  or  they  had  never 
deserted  ;  and  all  who  shall  neglect  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits 
thereof,  shall  be  considered  as  having  forfeited  their  right  to  the  lib- 
erties and  privileges  of  a  free  citizen,  and  may  be  apprehended,  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  any  time  hereafter,  within  the  term  of  twenty 
years ;  and  if  apprehended  after  the  expu'ation  of  the  present  war. 
and  before  the  expiration  of  said  twenty  years,  they  shall  be  commit- 
ted on  board  some  ship  in  the  service  of  this  state,  or  into  some  foil 
or  garrison  -belonging  to  the  same,  there  to  serve  the  term  of  tvn 
years,  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  of  this  state  shall 
direct. 

And  to  the  intent  that  no  one  who  shall  refuse  the  offer  of  pardon, 
and  neglect  to  return  to  his  duty,  may  escape  the  punishment  due  to 
his  ag[g']ravated  crime, — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited 
for  the  return  of  any  deserter,  in  the  pardon  which  may  be  proclaimed 
by  the  commander-in-chief,  aforesaid,  any  male  inhabitant  of  this 
state,  who  shall  detect  and  apprehend  any  non-commissioned  officer 
or  soldier  who  hath  deserted,  or  shall  hereafter  desert,  from  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  and  secure  him  in  any  of  the  public  goals  in 
this  state  (which  he  is  hereby  [i][e]mpowered  to  do,  and  each  goaler 
is  hereby  required  to  receive  and  keep  him  in  close  custody  until[l] 
called  for  by  an  officer  of  said  army},  or  shall  deliver  him  to  any  Con- 
tinental or  militia  officer,  or  any  committeeman,  so  that  the  said 
deserter  may  be  returned  to  the  corps  to  which  he  belongs,  shall,  for 
every  deserter  so  taken  up  and  secured,  receive,  out  of  the  public 
treasury  of  this  state,  the  sura  of  thiity  pounds,  on  his  producing  a 
certificate  thereof  to  the  council  of  this  state,  from  any  of  the  officers 
or  committeemen  aforesaid,  with  a  d[i][e]scription  of  the  person  or 
persons  so  taken  up,  and  also  the  regiment  and  company  to  which  he 
belongs. 

And  whereas  many  of  the  men  who  have  been  inlisted,  or  detached 
from  the  militia,  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army,  and  serve  for  the 
term  of  nine  months,  have  deserted  before  they  have  joined  the  said 
army,  or  before  the  time  of  service  for  which  they  engaged  was 
expired ;  therefore,  — 
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Be  it  \_furnier']  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  12.]  That  such  persons  shall  be  considered  as  included 
within  the  true  meaning  of  this  act,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  in 
the  same  manner  as  those  deserters  who  were  inlisted  for  three  years 
or  during  the  war,  excepting  only  that  they  shall  not  be  held  to  serve  a 
longer  time  than  that  for  which  they  were  [e][i]nlisted  or  detached, 
and  shall  not  be  [i]  [e]  ntitled  to  have  the  depreciation  of  the  money 
made  good,  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  act  for  those  who  were 
inlisted  for  three  years  or  during  the  war. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  13.]     That  any  person  who  shall   employ  for   more   than  Persons  conceal 
forty-eight  hours,  or  who  shall  conceal  or  secrete,  any  deserter  from  fofmorelhuu 
the  Continental  Army,  knowing  him  to  be  such,   and   be   convicted  48 hours: 
thereof,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  —penalty. 
pounds,  nor  less  than  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  as  afore- 
said, for  the  uses  aforesaid. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  14.]  That  any  person  prosecuted  for  employing,  conceal-  Proviso, 
ing  or  secreting  such  deserter  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have 
known  him  to  have  been  such  deserter,  unless  he  shall  give  in  evi- 
dence, upon  the  trial,  a  certificate  of  some  justice  of  the  peace,  or  town 
clerk,  within  this  state,  or  of  some  field  officer  of  the  militia  thereof, 
bearing  date  previous  to  the  time  of  such  employing,  concealing  or 
secreting,  and  certifying  that  such  justice,  town  clerk  or  field  officer, 
hath  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  person  so  employed,  secreted  or 
concealed  (mentioning  his  name  and  describing  his  person),  is  not  a 
deserter  from  the  Continental  Army. 

And,  to  the  intent  that  no  person  shall  be  subjected  to  pay  the 
penalties  in  this  act  provided,  before  the  same  shall  be  suflSciently 
published  within  this  state,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.   15.]     That   this  act  shall  not  be  of   any  force   or   effect  ^^^^g^jj^y^" 
until [1]  twenty  days  after  its  publication.  in  force. 

[Sect.  16.]  This  act  shall 'be  printed  in  handbills  ;  and  the  secre- 
tary of  this  state  is  hereby  directed  to  send  a  sufficient  number  of 
copies  of  them  to  the  several  brigadiers  or  commanding  officers  of  the 
several  brigades  in  this  state,  who  are  hereby  directed,  without  delay, 
to  send  one  copy  to  the  commanding  officer  of  each  company  in  their 
respective  brigades ;  and  where  no  such  officer  is,  to  the  committees 
of  the  several  towns  and  plantations,  who  are  also  directed  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  read  to  their  several  corp[e]s,  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  and 
also  one  copy  to  each  officer  commanding  any  battalion  or  corp[e]s 
of  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental  Army.     IPassed  May  5,  1780. 
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CHAPTEK     49. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  FIVE  MILL- 
IONS SIX  HUNDRED  AND  ONE  THOUSAND  AND  TWENTY-FIVE 
POUNDS  SIX  SHILLINGS  AND  SEVENPENCE,  UPON  THE  SEVERAL 
TOWNS  AND  OTHER  PLACES  IN  THIS  STATE  HEREINAFTER 
NAMED,  FOR  DEFREYING  THE  PUBLIC  CHARGES;  AND  FOR  THE 
CARRYING  INTO  EXECUTION  THE  RESOLVES  OF  CONGRESS  OF 
THE  EIGHTEENTH  OF  MARCH,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY;  AND  ALSO  FOR  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  THIRTY-THREE 
THOUSAND  FOUR  HUNDRED  FORTY-FOUR  POUNDS  TEN  SHILLINGS, 
PAID  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR 
THEIR  TRAVEL  AND  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT  THE 
TWO  LAST   SITTINGS  IN  THE   PRESENT  YEAR. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  aforesaid  sum  of  five  millions  six 
hundred  and  one  thousand  and  twenty-five  pounds  six  shillings  and 
seveupence,  should  be  raised  and  paid  into  the  public  treasury  of  this 
state,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution 
the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  said  eighteenth  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty,  wherein  it  is  recommended  to  this 
state  to  pay  in  their  proportion  of  all  the  Continental  bills  of  credit, 
now  in  circulation,  by  the  last  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one  ;  and  for  defreyiug  such  public  charges  as 
have  arisen,  or  that  may  arise,  for  the  support  of  government ;  there- 
fore, for  the  more  effectual  drawing  into  the  treasury  the  said  sum  of 
five  millions  six  hundred  and  one  thousand  and  twenty-five  pounds 
six  shillings  and  seveupence,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  and  other  place  within  this  state  be 
assessed  and  pay,  as  such  town  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the 
said  sum  of  five  millions  six  hundred  and  one  thousand  and  twenty- 
five  pounds  six  shillings  and  seveupence,  the  following  sums  set 
against  them  respectively  ;  that  is  to  say,  — 
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9,298  13      4 

2,823    6      8 

5,646  13      4 
7,840    0      0 

5,203    8      8 

8,213    6      8 

7,606  13      4 

1,143    6      8 

4,153    6      8 
3,640    0      0 
8,400    0      0 
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in. 

SXTM  TOTAL  EACH  TOWN  HATH  TO 
PAT. 

Eleven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty -seven  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  eightpence,   . 

Nine  thousand  two  hundred  and 

ninety-eight  pov.nds  thirteen 
shilliiigs  and  fourpence,    . 

Two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-three  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  eightpence. 

Five  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty-six  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence,  . 

Seven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty  pounds,      .        . 

Five  thousand  two  hundred  and 
three  pounds  six  shillings  and 
eightpence,          .... 

Eight  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  pounds  six  shillings 
and  eightpence, 

Seven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
six  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  fourpence 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-three  pounds  six  shillings 
and  eightpence 

Four. thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty-three  pounds  six  shillings 
and  eightpence,  .... 

Three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty  pounds,      .... 

Eight  thousand  four  hundred 
pounds, 
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Vassalborongh,  . 

Medumcook, 

Winslow,    . 
Waldoborough,  . 

Edgecomb,  . 

Pittston,      . 

Hallowell,   . 

BeUfast,       . 

Warren, 

The  lower  town 
of  St.  Georges, 

Winthrop,  . 
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And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  2.]  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  his  warrants, 
directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place, 
within  this  state,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess 
the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner  follow- 
ing ;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  the  male  polls  above  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  within  their  respective  towns  or  other  place  next  adjoin- 
ing to  them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  including  negroes 
and  molattoes  (and  such  of  them  as  are  under  the  government  of  a 
master  or  mistress,  to  be  taxed  to  the  said  master  or  mistress,  respec- 
tively, in  the  same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are  taxed),  at 
twenty  pounds  ;  and  to  assess  the  remainder  of  the  sura  set  to  each 
town  (after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  sums  assessed  to  the  polls 
as  aforesaid)  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  or  place  as  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  just  value  of  the  whole  real  estate  by  each  inhabitant 
of  such  town  or  place,  respectively,  possessed  in  his  own  right,  or  in 
the  right  of  others,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  improved  or  not 
improved ;  and  on  the  non-resident  possessors  of  real  estate,  lying 
within  said  town  or  place,  in  their  own  right,  or  in  the  right  of  others, 
improved  or  not  improved :  saving  all  agreements  between  landlords 
and  tenants,  and  where  no  agreement  is,  the  landlord  to  reimburse 
one-half  of  the  tax ;  and  also  on  the  inhabitants  of  such  town  or 
place,  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  amount  and  just  value  of 
their  whole  personal  estate,  iucluding  money  at  interest  more  than 
they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due  to  them,  not  on  interest,  more  than 
they  are  indebted,  monies  of  all  kind  in  hand,  and  also  the  amount  of 
the  just  value  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  stock  in  trade, 
vessels  of  all  sorts,  with  their  stores,  appurtenances  and  appendages, 
plate,  horses,  oxen,  and  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  and 
grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kind  of  produce  of  the  land,  and  all  other 
property  whatsoever  (excepting  houshold  furniture,  wearing  apparel, 
farming  utensils  and  the  tools  of  mechanicks),  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  ;  and  the  current 
price  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  on  the  said  twentieth  day  of 
May,  before  mentioned,  in  the  currency  of  these  United  States,  shall 
be  considered  as  the  just  value  of  the  same  ;  and  on  the  amount  of 
their  income  from  any  profession,  faculty,  haiidicraft,  trade  or  em- 
ployment ;  and  also  on  the  amount  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained 
by  trading  by  sea  and  on  shore,  and  l»y  means  of  advantages  arising 
from  the  war,  and  the  necessities  of  the  community,  —  and  in  consider- 
ing the  incomes  and  profits  last  mentioned,  the  assessors  are  to  have 
special  regard  to  the  way  and  manner  in  which  the  same  have  been 
made,  as  well  as  the  quantum  thereof,  and  to  assess  them  at  such 
rate,  as  they  on  their  oaths,  shall  judge  to  be  just  and  reasonable  : 
provided,  they  do  not  in  any  case  assess  such  incomes  and  profits  at 
more  than  ten  times  the  sum  of  the  same  amount  in  other  kind  of 
estate :  and  the  treasurer  in  his  said  warrant,  shall  likewise  require 
the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessments,  setting  forth,  in 
distinct  columns,  against  each  person's  name,  how  much  he  ol-  she  is 
assessed  at  for  polls,  and  how  much  for  real  estate,  and  how  much  for 
personal  estate,  as  aforesaid;  and  if  as  a  guardian,  or  for  any  estate 
in  his  or  her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed  ;  and 
shall  also  insert  upon  their  rate-bills  the  number  of  acres  of  unim- 
proved land  which  they  have  taxed  to  each  of  the  non-resident  pro- 
prietors of  land  within  the  respective  towns,  and  also  the  value  at 
which  they  have  estimated  the  same  ;  and  the  list  or  lists  so  perfected, 
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and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  commit  to  the  col- 
lector or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  any  such  town  or 
place,  and  to  return  a  certificate  of  the  name  or  names  of  such  col- 
lector or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  with  the  sum  total  to  each 
of  them  committed,  unto  himself,  some  time  before  the  first  day  of 
July  next ;  and  the  collectors  and  constables  shall  specify  in  the  re- 
ceipts which  shall  be  by  them  given,  for  any  tax,  on  any  such  unim- 
proved land,  belonging  to  non-resident  proprietors,  the  number  of 
acres  on  v.hich  the  tax  is  laid,  and  what  proportion  thereof  is  for 
state,  what  proi)ortion  for  town,  and  what  proportion  for  county,  tax. 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  the  receipt  of 
such  cirtificate,  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  such 
town  or  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to  collect  the  whole 
of  the  respective  sums  assessed  on  each  particular  person,  and  to  pay 
in  their  collections  to  the  treasurer,  aforesaid,  in  manner  following  ; 
that  is  to  say,  one  moiety  thereof  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
July  next,  and  the  remaining  moiety  thereof  on  or  before  the  fifteenth 
day  of  September  next. 

Provided.,  nevertheless.,  — 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  following  persons;  viz.,  the  president,  fel- 
lows, professors,  tutors,  librarian  and  students  of  Harvard  College, 
who  have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  settled  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  grammer-school  masters,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  their 
polls  or  their  estates,  unless  their  real  estate  be  not  under  their  actual 
management  and  improvement,  or  not  in  the  towns  where  they  are 
settled  ;  and  also  all  persons  who  have  the  management  and  improve- 
ment of  the  estate  of  Harvard  College,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  the 
same  ;  and  if  there  are  any  other  persons  who,  through  age,  infirmity 
or  poverty,  are  unable  to  pay  as  others  towards  the  public  charges, 
or  any  widows  or  orphans,  who,  depending  on  the  interest  of  tlieir 
money  for  subsistence,  are,  by  the  state  of  the  currency,  so  reduced  as 
that  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  they  ought  to  be  relieved  in 
their  taxes  ;  in  any  such  case  the  assessors  may  exempt  their  polls 
or  estates,  or  abate  any  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  they  on  their 
oaths  shall  thinii  just  and  equitable. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  justices  in  their  sessions,  in  their  respective 
counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  or  assessment,  are 
hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the  several 
towns,  and  other  places  in  such  county, in  proportion  to  this  tax;  and 
the  assessors  in  each  town  in  this  state  are  also  directed,  in  making  a 
town  or  county  tax  or  assessment,  to  govern  themselves  by  the  same 
rule.  And  v>rhere  no  person  appears  to  discharge  the  taxes  on  non- 
resident proprietors'  unimproved  land,  to  the  collector,  he  shall  pub- 
lish, in  Gill's  "Continental  Journal  and  Weekly  Advertiser,"  and 
that  only,  three  weeks  successively,  the  names  of  all  such  proprietors, 
where  they  are  known,  with  the  sum  of  the  taxes  assessed  on  their 
lands,  respectively,  and  also  the  time  and  place  of  sale  ;  and  where 
they  are  not  known,  he  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  publish  the  sum  of 
the* taxes  on  the  several  rights  or  divisions,  together  with  the  time 
and  place  of  sale,  and  in  each  case  shall  post  the  same  in  some  pub- 
lic place  in  the  town  where  the  said  land  lays,  for  the  term  of  one 
month ;  and  if  no  person  shall  appear  thereupon  to  discharge  said 
taxes,  then  the  constable  or  collector  shall  proceed  to  sell  at  public 
sale,to  the  highest  bidder,  so  much  only  of  said  unimproved  land  as 
will  be   sufficient  to   discharge  sai<l  taxes  and  necessary  intervening 
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charges,  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn,  from  day  to  day,  if  neces- 
sary, to  compleat  the  sale,  not  to  exceed  three  days,  and  shall  give 
and  execute  a  deed  to  the  purchaser,  expressing  thereon  the  cause  of 
such  sale,  and  saving  to  the  aforesaid  proprietor  or  proprietors,  the 
right  of  redemption  of  any  lands  so  sold,  at  any  time  within  three 
years  from  the  time  of  sale  ;  and  the  same  shall  be  conve^'ed  to  him 
or  them  on  paying,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  such  land 
sold  for,  and  twelve  per  cent  annual  interest  on  said  sum,  together 
with  all  necessary  intervening  charges  thereon. 

Provided,,  nevertheless^  — 

And  he  it  farther  enacted,, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  no  purchaser  of  such  land  shall  cut  down  any 
trees  or  timber,  or  commit  strip  or  waste  thereon,  until  the  three 
years,  the  time  of  redemption  as  aforesaid,  shall  expire. 

Be  it  farther  eyiacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  that  may  be  in 
the  army  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  1780,  shall  be  considered  as  resi- 
dent in  the  several  towns  and  places  to  which  they  belonged  at  the 
time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army,  their  absence  notwithstanding ; 
and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state, 
shall  consider  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  resident  in  such  town  or 
place,  and  shall  tax  them  accordingly :  provided,  that  such  as  are 
engaged  in  the  Continental  Army  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  dur- 
ing the  war, be,  and  they  hereby  are,  exempted  from  their  poll  tax. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place,  respec- 
tively, in  convenient  time  before  making  the  assessment,  shall  give 
seasonable  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  any  town  meeting,  or  by 
posting  up  uotitlcations  in  some  public  place  or  places  in  such  town 
or  other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  some  other  way,  to  make  and 
bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  perfect  lists  of  their  polls,  and  of 
all  their  real  and  personal  estates,  lands  and  all  real  estate  whether 
improved  or  not  improved, — to  the  assessors  of  the  town  or  place 
where  such  houses  and  lands  and  other  real  estates  lay  ;  distinguish- 
ing those  in  the  management  and  possession  of  some  other  person, 
as  also  a  list  of  all  their  personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest 
more  than  they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due,  not  on  interest,  more  than 
they  are  indebted,  and  of  monies  of  all  kinds,  in  hand  ;  and  also  the 
amount  of  the  just  value  of  all  goods,  wears  and  merchandize,  stock 
in  trade,  plate,  horses,  oxen,  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep, 
swine,  grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kind  of  produce  of  the  lands,  and 
of  all  other  property  whatsoever  (excepting  household  furniiure, 
wearing  apparel,  farming  utensils  and  the  tools  of  mechanicks),  on 
the  said  20th  day  of  May,  according  to  the  current  price  of  such 
real  and  [)ersonal  estates  in  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
said  20th  day  of  May  ;  and  also  of  the  amount  of  their  income  from 
any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  employment,  and  of  the 
amount  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  or  on 
shore,  and  by  mea'ns  of  advantages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  community  ;  all  which  they  are  to  render  to  the 
assessors,  on  oath,  if  required  ;  which  oaths  the  said  assessors  are 
hereby  impowered  to  administer.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall, 
upon  such  notice  given,  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in  to  the  assessors 
the  list  of  their  polls  and  rateable  estates,  according  to  their  discrip- 
tion  thereof  before  given,  which  they  were  possessed  of  on  the  20th 
day  of  May,  or  shall  bring  in  a  list  which  the  assessors  are.  in  their 
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judgment,  convinced  is  a  false  one,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
assessors,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  assess  such  person  or  per- 
sons, according  to  the  best  judgment  and  estimation  they  can  form 
of  the  real  and  pei'sonal  estate  of  the  said  person,  according  to  the 
discription  before  given.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  not  bring 
in  a  list  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid  to  the  assessors,  he  or  they  so 
neglecting  or  refusing  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make  application  to 
the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any  abatement  of  the  assessment 
la3^ed  on  him  or  them. 

[Sect.  9.]  And  if  the  assessors  are  not,  in  their  judgment,  con- 
vinced of  any  falshood  in  the  list,  to  them  presented  of  the  polls  and 
real  and  personal  estate,  such  list  shall  be  a  rule  of  that  person's 
proportion  to  the  tax  who  presented  the  same,  which  the  assessors 
may  not  exceed. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  10.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend 
so  as  to  require  any  assessors  to  assess  any  person  for  any  estate, 
real  or  personal,  in  his  possession  (absentees'  estates  excepted),  that 
is  the  property  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

Whereas  there  are,  within  this  state,  several  tracts  of  unimproved 
land  belonging  to  persons  who  have  left  the  same  and  gone  over  to 
the  enemy,  and  no  provision  has  been  made  by  the  government  of  the 
same  for  the  payment  of  the  taxes,  otherwise  than  by  the  sale  of  such 
lands,  which  may  be  attended  with  great  loss  to  the  state;  for  the 
preventing  of  which,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  11.]  That  all  constables  and  collectors  of  taxes  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  directed  to  stay  the  sale  of  all  such  lands  until  a 
further  order  of  the  general  court  be  taken  thereon. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authorltij  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  12.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  lie  hereby  is, 
impowered  and  directed  to  allow  or  pay  to  such  constables  or  col- 
lectors, the  amount,  in  their  respective  lists,  of  the  taxes  on  such 
unimproved  lauds  on  a  cirtificate  from  the  major  part  of  the  assess- 
ors who  made  such  tax,  being  produced,  setting  forth  the  sum  taxed 
in  any  list  exhibited,  on  said  unimproved  lands,  and  to  keep  an  account 
of  all  monies  by  him  so  allowed  or  paid. 

And  lohereas  doubts  have  arisen  respecting  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  word  "  inhabitants"  in  some  former  tax  acts, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  13.]  That  all  male  persons  from  sixteen  years  old  and 
upwards,  residing  or  usually  doing  business  in  any  town  within  this 
state,  shall  be  considered  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  and  the  assessors  ai-e  directed  to  proceed  to  assess  them  for  their 
trade  and  faculties,  exercised  there,  and  also  for  their  polls,  if  not 
taxed  for  theu-  polls  elsewhere. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  14.]  That  each  town  in  this  state,  which  shall  appear,  upon 
the  settlement  of  the  next  valuation,  to  have  paid  more  than  their 
proportion  since  the  settlement  of  the  last  valuation,  shall  be  allowed 
what  they  have  so  overpaid,  in  the  next  tax,  d,fter  the  said  next  valu- 
ation is  settled. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

And  be  it  further  en/ccted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  15.]  That  the  collectors  or  constables  be  and  hereby  are 
authorised  and  impowered  to  receive  one  dollar  in  specie,  or  one  dol- 
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lar  of  the  bills  on  interest,  proposed  to  be  emitted  by  an  act  passed 
the  present  session,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  18th  of  March,  1780,  in  lieu  of  forty  dollars  of  the  bills 
now  in  circulation ;  and  the  treasurer  of  this  state  shall  receive  of 
said  constables  or  collectors,  the  specie  or  the  new  bills  which  may  be 
emitted,  at  the  rate  aforesaid.     [^Passed  May  5,  1780. 

Notes.  — AH  the  sessions  of  the  General  Court,  this  year,  were  held  at  Boston.  The 
first  session  was  prorogued  on  the  thirtieth  of  June,  to  the  eighth  of  September ;  and  the 
second  session  was  adjourned,  on  the  ninth  of  October,  to  the  tenth  of  November.  Tlie 
General  Court  continued  in  session  from  the  day  last  named  until  the  fourteenth  of 
January,  when  it  was  again  prorogued.  Though  this  session  was  interrupted  by  an 
adjournment,  from  the  seventh  to  the  fourteenth  of  December,  it  is  here  treated  as  a 
continuous  session,  notwithstanding  that  the  resolves  after  December  fourteenth  in  the 
contemporaneous  impression,  are  grouped  and  numbered  in  a  distinct  series,  and  under  a 
new  heading,  and  that,  in  the  printed  jom-nal  of  the  House,  a  new  paging  begins  with  the 
latter  date,  under  a  separate  heading.  The  fourth  session  began  March  ninth,  after  a  pro- 
rogation, and  ended  on  the  fifth  of  jNIay,  by  prorogation  to  the  seventeenth.  On  the  twelfth 
of  jMay,  the  Assembly  was  still  fm-ther  prorogued,  by  proclamation,  to  the  thirtieth,  when 
it  was  dissolved. 

All  the  acts  of  this  year  were  printed,  except  chapter  31,  of  which  no  printed  copy  has 
been  discovered,  and  its  secret  purpose  wai-rants  the  supposition  that  it  was  never  sent  to 
the  printers.    Chapter  30  was,  like  other  tax  acts,  printed  separately. 

The  engrossments  of  all  these  acts,  except  of  chapters  12  and  49,  are  preserved.  The 
following  acts,  only,  are  on  parchment:  chapters  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  9,  20,  24,  25,  28,  31  and 
36.  The  engrossed  acts,  except  chapter  41,  which  was  signed  by  fourteen  councillors,  and 
chapter  48,  which  was  signed  by  twelve,  bear  the  signatures  of  fifteen,  or  more,  of  the 
Council. 

The  following  is  the  title  of  the  only  private  act  passed  this  year :  — 

"  An  Act  for  dissolving  the  Marriage  of  Philip  Turner  and  Mercy  Turner."  —  [Passed 
April  14,  1780. 

Chap.  1.  On  the  15th  of  February,  1779,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Mitchell, 
Ely  and  White,  was  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  "  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  augmenting  fines  and  penalties."  This  committee  made  a  verbal  report  the  day 
followiniT,  against  the  expediency  of  this  measure,  but  their  report  was  not  accepted,  and 
thereupon  Messrs.  Mitchell,  Crane  and  Partridge  were  appointed  a  committee  "  to  consider 
what  penalties  shall  be  augmented,  and  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly." 

On  the  23d  of  February,  a  bill  was  reported  entitled  "  An  Act  for  augmenting  the  fines  . 
of  constables  and  jurors,"  which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  on  the 
same  day ;  and  on  the  26th,  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  was  referred  to  the  next 
session. 

No  further  attempt  to  pass  a  separate  act  upon  this  subject  has  been  discovered,  but 
the  object  of  the  bill  seems  to  have  been  accomplished  by  the  present  chapter.  This  was 
read  a  first  time  on  the  10th  of  June,  as  reported  by  a  committee,  appointed  on  the  7th, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Pickering,  Tudor,  Gorham  of  Charlestown,  Walley  and  Page.  This 
committee  was  instructed  "to' revise  the  fee-bill,  and  report  what  further  establishment  is 
proper  to  be  made  for  the  several  officers  of  government  in  this  state." 

Ihe  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  second  time,  on  the  11th,  and  recommitted.  On  the 
12th,  it  was  read  a  third  tune,  in  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  sent  up  to 
the  Council,  where,  on  the  same  day,  it  was  read  a  first  time.  On  the  14th,  the  bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  in  the  Coimcil,  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  and  on 
the  16th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches. 

Chap.  2.  One  of  the  ten  tracts  of  land  sold  at  pubUc  auction  June  2,  1762,  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  General  Court,  was  the  territory  afterwards  incorporated  as  Murrayfield  and 
now  chiefly  inchided  in  the  towns  of  Chester  and  Huntington.  It  was  knocked  down  to 
William  Williams,  who  relinquished  his  claun  to  John  Chandler,  John  Murray,  AI)ijah 
Willard  and  limothy  Paine.  On  the  3d  of  February,  1764,  Paine  and  Chandler  presented 
to  the  General  Court  a  petition,  which  has  not  been  preserved,  but  in  which  they  repre- 
sented that  they  were  the  purchasers  of  this  tract  of  land;  that  upon  viewing  it_  they 
found  it  to  1)6  "  very  uneven  and  very  mountainous,"  and  "  divided  in  three  parts  by  three 
very  rapid,  rocky  rivers,  that  about  7500  acres  of  the  best  of  the  land  was  taken  up  in 
former  grants,  besides  which  there  is  a  pond  of  about  500  acres  greatly  detrimental  to  the 
purchase  " ;  tliat  to  prevent  trouble  with  nineteen  actual  settlers  on  the  best  portions  of  the 
territory  they  had  granted  to  each  of  them  one  hundred  acres,  and  that  they  had  "  l)een  at 
great  expense  in  making  roads  and  bridges  " ;  wherefore  they  prayed  for  a  rebate  of  some 
part  of  the  £1500  purchase-money  for  the  payment  of  which  they  had  given  security  to 
the  province  treasurer.  Upon  this  petition  a  grant  was  made  to  the  petitioners  and  their 
associates,  of  twelve  hundi-ed  acres  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  province,  in  full 
satisfaction  of  their  claims  for  an  allowance. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1770,  the  proprietors  of  Murrayfield  met,  according  to  notice, 
at  a  tavern  in  Lancaster,  and  voted  to  give  to  the  settlers  and  inhabitants  of  Murrayfield 
the  meeting-house  which  they  had  erected  there  (though  it  was  not  entirely  finished)  at 
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their  own  expense,  reserving  six  "  pew-spots  "  to  sundry  of  the  proprietors,  according  to 
a  plan  submitted  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  with  the  vote  aforesaid. 

Such  were  the  relations  subsisting  between  the  town  and  the  proprietors,  down  to  1779, 
when  the  suljject  of  bridging  the  Westfield  River  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature,  by  the  following  petition  :  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  Counsell  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  now  Seting  at  Boston  —  We  Your  Humble  Petitioners  Beg  leave  to 
represent  to  your  Honours  the  Importance  and  Necessity  of  a  Bridge  being  built  across 
Westfield  River  near  the  Mills  in  Norwich  where  two  County  Roads  meet,  as  there  is  no 
Bridge  across  S'l  River  (\vhich  is  very  rapid  and  Violent)  for  near  Twenty  live  Miles  in 
Length,  and  as  in  that  Length  of  Way  There  is  a  vast  Deal  of  Travilliiig  which  is  of 
Necessity  to  be  made  across  S'l  River  especially  by  tlie  People  of  Murrayfieki  in  Order  to 
Get  out  of  Town  Either  to  Northampton  Westfield  or  into  Connecticut,  and  Lilcewise  as 
the  County  Road  fi-om  Northampton  to  Blandford  and  so  up  into  the  County  of  Berk- 
shire Crosses  the  River  at  S^'  Place  in  Norwich  &  Likewise  the  County  Road  from  West- 
field  up  into  Norwich  &  Worthington  and  from  Thence  into  the  State  of  Vermont 
Crosses  the  Same  River  &  at  the  Same  Place  on  which  Roads  There  is  Much  Travilling  to 
and  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  from  the  upper  Towns  and  County  &  so  from  the  State 
of  Vermont  as  Well  as  from  This  State;  and  as  this  River  and  it's  Branches  are  Soon 
raised  by  any  Thing  of  a  Freshet  of  Rain,  which  Renders  the  Crossing  of  Them  very 
Dangerous  and  is  a  great  Damage  often  to  Perticular  Persons  as  well  as  the  Publick  in 
General  to  be  Stoped  in  their  Business  by  the  River's  being  unfoardable  at  Such  Times, 
and  as  in  the  Year  .43omini  1764  There  was  Granted  by  the  Honourable  General  Court  of 
this  State  unto  Timothy  Pain  Esqi  and  others  the  Proprietors  of  Mm-rayfie!d  Twelve 
Hundred  Acres  of  Land  Adjoining  to  N"^  5  for  the  Extraordinary  Cost  they  the  S'l  Pro- 
prietors of  Murrayfield  said  they  had  been  at  in  Building  Bridges  across  S''  River  &  its 
Branches  and  in  Making  Roads  in  Murrayfield  as  was  represented  by  Them  in  a  Petition 
to  the  General  Court  which  is  to  be  Seen  on  Record  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  which  Cost 
they  the  S''  Proprietors  was  never  at.  Neither  did  they  ever  Build  a  Bridge  or  wits  at  any 
Cost  in  Building  one  or  in  making  Roads  Either  Directly  or  Indirectly ;  as  there  was  no 
Bridge  ever  Built  across  S'l  River  or  its  Branches  in  Norwich  or  Murrayfield,  and  as  S'' 
Proprietcir  did  Soon  after  they  had  Got  S''  Town  Incorporated  Emediately  raise  the  Price 
of  their  Lands  to  Such  an  Extravagant  Price  that  hindered  People  from  Buying  in  S^" 
Town  and  as  a  Number  of  the  Proprietors  of  S'l  Murrayfield  have  for  a  Number  of  Years 
Past  been  gon  of  to  the  Enimy  so  that  People  that  would  have  been  Glad  to  have  pur- 
chased Them  Farms  in  Town  could  not  Buy  because  S''  Proprietors  was  not  to  be  found 
which  has  been  a  great  Hindrance  to  the  Town's  Settling;  and  the  Peoi)le  that  came  first 
into  Town  were  many  of  Them  low  &  Poor  in  the  World  and  always  have  had  a  great 
many  Roads  and  of  great  Length  to  make  and  maintain  in  a  New  and  rough  Country 
which  in  a  Gre.it  Measure  was  Occasioned  by  the  Proprietor's  fixing  Their  Setting  Lots  in 
Every  Part  of  The  Town  which  Necessarily  made  more  Roads  in  the  Town  to  be  made 
and  licept  in  repair,  which  has  keept  the  People  Low  and  behindhand  — 

Therefore  we  Pray  your  Honours  that  Some  Meathod  may  be  Devised  that  a  Bridge 
may  be  Built  across  S'l  River  and  its  Branches  Either  by  S''  Grant  of  Land  which  the 
Proprietors  got  Granted  Them  for  Services  they  never  did,  or  out  of  their  Estates,  or  any 
Other  Way  Your  Honours  in  Your  Wisdom  Shall  See  most  fit —  and  as  in  Duty  Bound 
Your  Petitioners  Shall  Ever  Pray. — 

Signed  in  the  Name  and  behalf  of  the  Town  and  by  Order  of  the  Select-Men  of  Murray- 
field.  David  Shepaed  T"  Clerk 

Murrayfield  January  6*  1779."  — Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1779. 

This  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  January  19th,  and  referred  to  a  joint  committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Goodman  and  Gray,  of  the  House,  and  Baker,  of  the  Council,  "  to 
consider  the  same  and  report."  On  the  22d,  notice*  of  this  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
served  by  leaving  a  copy  thereof  and  of  the  order  of  notice  thereon  "  with  Timothy  Paine, 
who  is  mentioned  in  said  petition."  Agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  committee  the  notice 
was  made  returnable  "  on  tbe  last  Wednesday  of  February  next,  if  the  Court  shall  be  then 
sitting ;  otlierwise  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session." 

Altliough  the  Assembly  was  in  session  on  the  return  day  first  mentioned  in  the  order, 
nothing  appears  to  have  Ijeen  done  at  that  time  besides  the  filing  of  the  sworn  certificate, 
and  the  answer  of  Timothy  Paine,  copies  of  which  are  given  below :  — 

"  Stephen  Lyman  of  Murrayfield  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  Gentleman,  Gideon 
Mathews  Yeoman,  &  James  Clark  Gentleman,  both  of  s'l  Murrayfield,  John  Smith  of 
West  Hampton  &  William  Milliar  of  Norwich  in  s?  County  Yeoman  Testify  &  say  that 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1762  the  Proprietors  of  N"  9  known  by  the  name  of  Murray- 
field  proposed  to  admit  Sixty  Setlers  to  draw  for  Lots  in  s '.'  Township  of  a  hundred  acres 
each  including  those  that  had  begun  on  s^^  Lands  before  their  purchase,  that  s'.'  Pro- 
pritors  allowed  to  draw  for  lots,  the  number  of  those  on  the  Land  before  tlie  Proprietors 
purchase  were  nineteen  persons,  viz,  Zebulon  Fuller  James  Clark,  John  Webber,  Thomas 
Kennedy,  William  Man,  David  Boltoa,John  Gilmore,  Israel  Rose,  Moses  Moss,  Ebenezer 
Meachom  William  Miller,  David  Scott,  Ebenezer  Webber,  Jonathan  Hart  Webber,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy  Abraham  Flemming,  Moses  Hale,  James  Bolton,  David  Gilmore  Seven  of 
the  above  men  were  allowed  to  hold  a  hundred  acres  where  they  had  before  !:)egan  to 
Labour  on  the  conditions  of  a  bond  as  the  other  Settlers  were  under.  Six  of  the  above 
nineteen  were  allowed  only  to  di"aw  lots  with  the  other  Settlers  promiscuously.  The 
other  Six  were  not  allowed  by  s  ^  Proprietors  the  priviledge  of  drawing  with  other  Settlers 
nor  holding  their  Lands  by  their  being  on  before  their  pm-ch'ase. 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LXIX. 
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The  coiiditiou  of  tho  bond  s  ?  Proprietors  required  of  tbo  Settlers  was  to  clear  Seven 
acres  fit-for  mowing  or  Plowing  &  build  a  house  24  feet  long  &  18  feet  wide  7  feet  Studd, 
within  three  years  and  to  do  the  Sixtieth  part  of  Settling  a  Minister,  the  Settler  were 
under  no  obligation  to  do  anything  towards  making  roads  or  bridges,  neither  have* 
sd  Proprietors  laid  out  any  cost  to  make  roads  or  bridges  in  si^Town  since  the  Settlement 
of  the  Town.  Only  thu'ty  one  of  the  afores^  Sixty  Settlers  have  had  lots  given  to  them 
by  s^i  Proprietors.  Their  is  no  Pond  in  s?  Township  Excepting  the  Pond. that  is  mostly  . 
in  Green  &  Walkers  Grants,  according  to  the  best  of  our  judgement,  the  former  grants  are 
not  better  Lands  than  the  Township  is  taken  together  Stephen  Lyman 

QiDEON  Matthews 
James  Clark 
John  Smith 
William  Miller 

Hampshire  ss.  February  10">  1779  Then  the  within  named  Stephen  Lyman,  Gideon 
Mathews,  James  Clark,  John  Smith  and  William  Miller  after  being  carefully  examined 
&  cautioned  to  testify  the  truth  made  oath  that  the  within  deposition  according  to  the  best 
of  their  knowledge  contains  the  trath  &  nothing  but  the  truth,  before 

Abneb  Morgan  Jus.  Pacis."  — Ibid. 

"  State  of  the  )  To  the  HonWe  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  in  general 
Massachusetts  Bay    j  Court  Assembled  at  Boston  — 

Timothy  Paine  of  Worcester  in  the  County  of  Worcester  EsqL,  humbly  Shews. 

That  lie  has  Ijeen  serv'd  with  a  Copy  of  a  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Murrayfeild  in 
the  County  of  Hampsliire,  praying  that  tlie  Proprietors  of  s"!  Town  for  the  Reasons  in 
s"!  Petition  mentioned  may  Jje  subjected  to  build  a  Bridge  over  the  rapid  U'estfeild  River 
at  the  Jlills  in  Norwich  with  an  Order  of  this  Hon^e  Court  thei'eon,  that  so  the  s''  Pro- 
prietors may  shew  Cause,  if  any  they  have  why  tJie  Prayer  of  sd  Petition  shou'd  not  be 
granted  — 

That,  the  said  Tim^  and  the  Heirs  of  the  late  Col".  Otis  are  the  only  Proprietors  in  this 
Country^  The  other  Proprietors  being  Absentees  and  a  Proprietors  Meeting  cou'd  not  be 
Called," for  the  Purpose  of  making  Answer  to  si  Petition :  Therefore  the  sd  Timo  as  one 
of  s<\  Proprietors  begs  Leave  that  he  may  offer  his  Reasons  why  the  Prayer  of  said  Peti- 
tion shou  d  not  be  granted  — 

The  lirst  Part  of  s^.  Petition  is  taken  up  in  shewing  the  Necessity  of  a  Bridge  across 
sd  River  at  the  Place  aforesaid,  which  Your  Respondent  does  not  pretend  to  deny  —  they 
tlien  go  on  to  say  that  there  was  granted  Anno  Domini  1764  —  by  the  Gen'  Coui-t  of  this 
State,  Twelve  hundred  Acres  of  Land  adjoining  to  No  5  to  yoar  Respondent  &  others 
the  Proprietors  of  Murrayfeild  for  the  Extraordinary  Cost  the  Proprietors  said  they  had 
been  at  in  Buildiiing  Bridges  across  sd  River  &  its  Branches  &  in  making  Roads  in  Mur- 
rayfeild as  was  represented  by  them  in  a  Petition  to  the  Geni.  Court  which  is  to  be  seen  on 
Record  in  the  Secretary's  Oflice  —  Now  Your  Respondent  absolutely  denies  that  in  said 
Petition  to  the  Gen'  Court  above  refer'd  to,  they  ever  di<l  say  that  they  had  Imilt  a  single 
Bridge  across  s^i  River,  or  ever  made  any  roads  in  si  Town,  as  the  Inhabitants  of  s"? 
Murrayfeild  have  alledged  in  their  Petition^  And  if  there  is  any  such  Record  in  the 
Secretary's  Office  such  Record  must  have  been  made  by  some  Mistake — •  And  Your 
Respondent  is  well  satisfied  the  said  Inhabitants,  before  they  preferd  said  Petition  Knew 
that  such  Entry  in  the  Secretary's  Offlce  was  a  mistake,  And  Your  Respondent  several 
Years  ago  luformd  John  Kirkland  Esq;i^  formerly  of  Murrayfeild  now  of  that  Part  called 
Norwich  thereof  &  sliew'd  him  a  Copy  of  the  original  Petition  attested  l\v  the  Secretary. 
And  furtlier  told  him  that  the  Extract  which  he  then  had  from  the  Secretary's  Offlce,  was 
a  wi'ong  Entry  — 

The  Truth  of  the  matter  relative  to  s^  Petition  on  which  the  grant  of  s*?  Twelve  hundred 
Acres  was  made  is  as  follows.  In  said  Petition  the  said  Proprietors  of  MmTayfcild  among 
other  Things  gave  the  Court  to  be  informed—  That  they  purchased  s<i  Township  in  the 
Year  1762  of  the  Goverment.  that  upon  Veiw  of  the  same  they  found  it  to  be  very  uneven 
&  Mountainous  —  divided  into  three  Parts  l)y  three  very  rapid  Rocky  Rivers  —  that  the 
Banks  of  sd  River  were  steep  and  Rocky  &  almost  impossil'le  in  many  Places  to  pass  from 
one  Side  of  s^  River  to  the  other —  That  about  seven  thousand  live  hundred  Acres  of  the 
best  of  the  Land  and  that  which  would  have  settled  soonest  were  taken  up  in  former  Grants, 
—  That  before  the  Purchase  of  s^  Township  there  was  about  nineteen  Settlements  begun 
upon  the  best  of  the  Land —  that  they  had  no  Power  to  turn  the  Possessors  away  and  if 
they  had  such  Power,  it  wou'd  Ijc  attended  with  great  Trouljlc  &  Charge,  and  were  obliged 
to  give  them  one  hundred  Acres  of  Land  each  where  t'aey  had  bsgnn  to  settle —  That  the 
only  Place  that  could  be  found  to  lay  the  Town  Plot  was  upon  a  very  high  Mountain  which 
would  always  make  it  extreemly  Difficult  to  get  to  it.  And  that  by  Reason  of  great  Sums 
of  JMoney  s^  Propietors  must  necessarily  be  at  in  making  Roads  over  Mountains  &  neces- 
sary Exi3ensive  Bridges,  over  the  said  Rivers  and  for  other  IlLiasons  mentioned  in  s^  Pe- 
tition—  they  pray'd  that  Part  of  the  Consideration  Money  might  be  remitted  or  that  the 
Grant  of  a  Peice  of  Land  near  to  or  adjoining  to  said  Township  might  be  granted  to 
them  —  thereupon  the  Com-t  made  the  grant  of  said  Twelve  hundred  Acres  in  the  follow- 
ing Words —' vizi,  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb^  ;3<i  1764  Read  ,t  orderd 
that  Twelve  hundred  Acres  of  the  unappropriated  Land  of  this  Province  l)e  granted  to 
the  Petitioner  &  their  Associates  &  that  they  present  a  Plan  thereof  to  this  Court 
witliin  twelve  Months  from  this  Time  for  their  Confirmation,  which  is  in  full  Consideration 
for  the  Complaint  made  in  the  Petition'  as  by  s'\  Petition  &  order  of  Court  appears  — 
from  all  which  it  is  plain  the  said  Grant  was  not  made  for  the  Purpose  of  recompensing 
the  said  Proprietors  tho  Extraordinary  Costs  they  had  beenatforbuilduing  Bridges  &c  As 
the  Inhabitants  in  their  I'etition  say  — 

Your  Respondent  begs  leave  further  to  inform  this  Court  that  by  the  Extraordinary 
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Exertions  of  the  Proprietors  after  they  purchased  s^  Township,  The  said  Town  settled 
much  sooner  than  any  other  Township  sold  at  the  same  Time,  and  that  the  original  Town- 
ship of  Murrayfeild  which  now  includes  the  Town  of  Norwich  pays  more  Taxes  than  any 
other  of  the  Eight  Townships  then  Sold  —  Therefore  the  Suggestion  of  s'l  Inhabitants  in 
saying  that  after  the  Incorporation  (jf  said  Township  the  Proprietors  did  raise  the  Price 
of  their  Lands  to  such  an  Extravagant  Pitch  that  hiudi'ed  People  from  l>uying  in  s^  Town 
is  without  any  Foundation  — 

Your  Respondent  wou'd  further  observe  (hat  the  Proprietors  gave  away  one  hundred 
Acres  of  Land  to  each  Settler  —  and  what  the  s'  Proprietors  have  done  to  encourage  the 
Settlement  of  s'\  To\vn-ship  over  &  above  what  they  were  obliged  to  do  by  the  Courts 
Resolve  when  the  Townshiii  was  purchas'd  cost  them  much  more  than  the  the  Value  of 
si, Twelve  hundSed  Acres  of  Land  when  granted  The  s''  Proprietors  built  a  Saw  Mill  & 
Grist  Mill  in  s^  Town,  And  a  Meeting  House  i'i  Feet  long  tO  feet  Wide  Ijoarded  &  shingled 
the  same,  made  the  Doors  &  laid  the  lower  Floor,  which  they  granted  to  the  Inhal>itauts, 
which  they  were  under  no  oljligation  to  do  and  was  done  after  the  Grant  of  the  said 
Twelve  hundi-ed  Acres  of  Land  was  made  — 

That  all  the  Proprietors  except  one  carried  on  Settlements  equal  with  the  other  Inhabi- 
tants &  some  of  them  had  the  greatest  Improvements  of  any  in  the  Place  —  And  tlieir 
Improvements  were  taxed  witli  other  Inliabitants  in  s'\  Town  &  did  their  Parts  in  making 
Bridges  &  Roads  —  Yet  the  said  Inhabitants  say  that  the  Proprietors  have  never  been 
at  any  Cost  in  making  Roads  &c  —  That  the  Proprietors  gave  away  besides  the  lotts  for 
Settlement  all  the  Lands  that  were  necessary  for  Roads,  that  so  the  Inhabitants  in  future 
might  not  be  at  any  Expence  in  purchasing  Lands  for  Roads  when  necessary  to  be  laid 
out  — 

And  as  to  the  Complaint  that  the  Proprietors  by  laying  out  the  settlers  Lotts  in  every 
Part  of  the  Town  has  been  a  great  Damage  to  the  Inhabitants  as  thereby  they  have  had 
a  great  many  Roads  &  of  great  Lenght  to  make  and  maintain  in  a  new  and  rough 
Country  — 

Your  Respondent  woud  observe  that  the  Settlements  were  not  scatterd  all  over  the 
Township  but  the  first  Settlement  was  made  cheifly  in  that  part  called  Murrayfeild  and  in 
that  Part  they  were  Scatterd,  which  was  designed  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Settlers  if  they 
had  been  settled  all  in  a  Cluster  they  wou'd  not  have  had  an  Opportunity  of  Inlarging 
their  Farms  when  they  were  able  to' purchase,  as  many  of  them  have  since  done.  And 
the  Plan  of  Settlement  in  that  way  was  very  agreable  to  the  original  Settlers  tho'  now  for 
Want  of  Something  Better  they  mention  it  to  the  Court  by  way  of  Complaint  — 

Your  Respondent  further  says.  That  the  Twelve  Hundred  acres  of  Land  granted  the 
Proprietors  lay  without  the  l)oiinds  of  any  Town  and  at  the  Time  the  Grant  was  made 
was  looked  upon  of  little  Value  and  according  as  Lands  were  sold  at  that  Time  not  worth 
more  than  sutficient  to  Recompence  the  Proprietors  for  the  other  Complaints  mentioned 
in  their  Petition  on  which  s''  Grant  was  founded  exclusive  of  making  Roads  &  Bridges  — 

Lastly  That  l)y  the  late  Law  for  Taxing  non  Resident  Proprietors  Lands  The  Proprie- 
tors of  Murrayfield  have  been  Taxed  in  a  Greater  Proportion  then  any  other  New  Town 
in  the  Neighbourliood  of  Murrayfield  —  and  the  Inhabitants  of  s''  Town  have  had  the 
Benefit  of  said  Taxes  and  they  can  well  afford  to  build  Bridges  &  make  Roads,  and  if  the 
said  Proprietors  should  be  Subjected  to  Build  s<i  Bridge,  over  and  above,  Paying  s'.'  Lands 
Taxes,  and  what  they  have  already  done  for  s<i  Town  their  Interest  will  be  rendered  of 
little  Value  The  said  Respond  nt  therefore  Prays  that  the  said  Petition  maiy  be  dismissed 
and  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray 

Worcester  Feb.  14  1779  •  Timo  Paink."  — /^/(f. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  an  order,  originating  in  the  Council,  was  passed,  appointing  a  joint 
committee,  consisting  of  Timothy  Danielson,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Wood  and  Har- 
rington, of  the  House,  to  take  the  foregoing  petition  and  answer  into  consideration,  "  hear 
the^'parties,  and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon."  On  the  29th,  this  com- 
mittee made  the  following  report,  which,  on  the  same  day,  was  read  and  accepted  in  tiie 
Council,  and  sent  down  to'the  House  for  concarrence ;  and  four  days  later  the  House  con- 
curred in  the  vote  of  acceptance : — 

" The  Committee  of  Both  Houses  on  the. Petition  of  David  Shepard  in  Behalf  of  the 
Town  of  Murryfield  praying  a  Bridge  may  be  built  over  .Westfield  River  near  the  Mills  in 
Norwich  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  Report  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  ought  to  be 
grand,  and  that  Expence  of  Building  said  Bridge  ought  to  be  defrayed  I)y  the  Original 
Proprietors  of  the  s^  Town  of  Murryfield  viz  Tim"  Payne  John  Chandler  John  Murry 
and  Abijah  Willard  Esq''.''  They  having  reel  a  Grant  of  Twelve  hundreil  acres  of  unap- 
propriated Lands  Then  lying  near  the  said  Town  of  Murrifield,  as  a  Compensation  for 
Building  Bridges  in  said  Murryfield,  and  other  Public  Services  wliich  They  never  have 
done  or  performed,  and  that  the  Petitioners  have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  Pur- 
pose at  the  next  Sitting  of  the  Gener  il  Court     All  which  is  Submitted 

Timo  Danielson  ]?>  Ord."  —  Ma^s.  Archives,  vol.  222, 
p.  143. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  report,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  introduced  in  the  next 
Asseml)ly.  It  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  June  14th,  and  a  second  time,  on  the 
15th,  when,  "  by  a  majority  of  31  members  out  of  50,"  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  again  the 
next  day.  On  the  16th,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for 
concurrence,  and,  on  the  19th,  was  enacted  by  both  branches  and  signed  by  fifteen  mem- 
bers of  the  Council. 

Chap.  3.  Although  there  were  actual  settlers  on  the  territory  embraced  within  the 
limits  of  Mount  Washington  for  nearly  ninety  years  Iwfore  the  date  of  its  incorporation, 
the  history  of  this  chapter  requires  only  a  reference  to  the  efforts  of  the  inhabitants  to  se- 
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cure  the  privileges  of  a  town,  and  to  the  legislative  proceedings  thereupon,  and  to  some 
other  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  relative  to  granting  lands  and  confirming  titles  to 
the  iiroprietors. 

Tlie  uncertainty  of  the  boundary  lines  between  this  territory  and  the  adjacent  planta- 
tions in  Massachusetts,  and  between  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  the  claims  of  the 
Indians  to  this  territory,  and  the  disimtes  among  the  actual  settlers,  some  of  whose  titles 
were  solely  by  occupancy,  and  other-;  by  purchase,  not  only  made  this  region  for  many 
years  the  scene  of  contention  and  violence,  sometimes  proceeding  even  to  bloodshed,  but 
they  have  involved  its  history  in  intricate  details  which  pertain  more  properly  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  Indian  reservations,  and  of  the  settlement  of  the  bonndaiy-line  of  the  province ; 
subjects  reserved  for  special  consideration  in  the  Appendix. 

From  1752  to  1771,  upon  the  petiiions  of  settlers  and  other  parties  interested,  committee^ 
were  repeatedly  chosen  by  the  Legislature  to  sell  the  jiublic  lands  lying  west  of  Sheffield 
and  Stockbridge.  At  first,  these  sales  were  ordered  to  be  made  in  Boston,  by  i)ublic 
auction;  but  this  method  was  soon  abandoned,  and,  therealtcr,  conuuittocs  appointed  for 
the  purpose  weie  directed  to  repair  to  the  place  where  thu  lands  lay,  and  personally 
attrnd  to  their  allotment  and  disposal  In  these  sales,  the  liberal  policy  was  adopted  of 
giving  a  preference  to  purchasers  who  were  in  actual  possession.  The  reclaimed  lands  of 
these  settlers  were  orden d  to  be  appraised  as  wild  land,  without  regard  to  improvements 
they  had  made  thereon;  but  the  sales  of  unimproved  lands  were  open  to  all  bidders, 
equally.  In  all  these  sales,  the  price  required  was  reasonalily  low,  and  easy  cerms  of  pay- 
ment were  olFcrcd  upon  security  given  by  the  purchasers. 

Early  in  1755,  active  measures  were  taken  by  the  Legislature  to  have  the  above  terri- 
tory laid  out  into  townships,  and  the  settlement  thereof  promoted  by  grants  of  land,  on 
favorable  terms,  to  actual  settlers.  On  the  Uth  of  April,  a  conflict  occurred  between  some 
of  these  settlers  and  the  agents  of  Robert  Livingston  of  New  York  (who  claimed  title  to 
some  of  the  lands  thus  settled),  in  which  William  Race,  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts  was 
killed.  This  led  to  prompt  and  energetic  measures  for  settling  the  territory  and  ending 
all  disputes  as  to  the  New  York  boundary-line.  A  joint  committee  of  the  Legislature 
submitted  two  reports  on  the  28th  of  April,  the  latter  of  which,  signed  by  Thomas  Hutch- 
inson, one  of  its  membei's,  alleged  that  the  "  unhappy  state  of  the  people  situate  westward 
of  Sheffield  and  Stockbridge,  is  very  much  owing  to  the  caution  used  by  this  government, 
and  its  forbearance  to  make  grants  of  land,  and  bringing  forward  the  settlernent  of  that 
part  of  the  province,"  etc.,  and  recommended  the  liberal  policy  afterwards  pursued  by  the 
Legislature. 

At  this  stage,  however,  proceedings  were  delayed  by  the  failure  of ,  the  General  Court  to 
effect  a  settlement  with  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  to  whom  £1000,  in  New  York  currency, 
had  been  awarded  by  a  legislative  committee,  in  full  for  their  interest  in  these  lands,  but 
the  first  instalment  of  which  sum  had  been  diverted  to  the  raising  of  men  for  the  expedi- 
tion against  Crown  Point,  notwithstanding  it  had  been  promised  as  an  immediate  pay- 
ment. Before  the  province  had  finally  satisfied  this  Indian  clai.n,  certain  of  the  settlers 
secured  from  the  Indians  a  release  of  their  title  to  part  of  these  lands,  by  deeds  duly  re- 
corded. Among  these  were  the  settlers  on  Tauconnock  (or  Taconic)  Mountain,  incor- 
porated by  this  chapter ;  but  nearly  seventeen  years  elapsed  before  the  Legislature  con- 
firmed the  Indian  conveyances  and  released  to  the  original  purchasers,  and  their  repre- 
sentatives, the  title  of  the  province.  This  was  done  June  14,  177i,  upon  the  petition  of 
Nathan  Benjamin  and  others,  who  filed,  with  their  petition,  a  plan  of  the  territory. 

This  petition  has  not  Ijeen  discovered ;  but  a  plan,  on  parchment,  remaining  in  the 
state  archives,*  is  probaliiy  the  plan  referred  to,  notwithstanding  the  committee  of  the 
proprietors  who,  in  May,  1779,  prayed  for  incorporation,  declared  that  it  could  not  be 
found.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  legislative  committee  of  177-1  adopted  this  plan :  their 
report  is  endorsed  thereon,  and  it  is  hardly  probable  that,  in  the  short  time  allowed  them 
for  completing  their  work,  they  would  be  at  the  needless  trouble  and  expense  of  procur- 
ing a  duplicate. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  committee  last  referred  to,  which  consisted  of 
Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Ingersoll,  of  the  House,  and  Timothy  Woodbridge,  of  the  Council, 
appointed  February  16th,  and  directed  to  report  at  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Court :  — 

"  The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  who  on  the  16V  Day  of  February  last  upon  the  Petition  of  Nathan  Benja- 
min were  appointed  to  Repair  to  Tauconnock  .Mountain  to  make  Enquiry,  and  determine 
what  Persons  originally  purchased  of  the  Indians  the  Lands  in  said  Petition  mentioned, 
who  are  the  Heirs  or  assigns  of  those  Purchasors,  and  who  ought  to  be  admitted  the 
Grantees  of  said  Lands,  is  as  follows,  viz. 

The  Hon'i'e  Timothy  Woodbridge  I'lsq';  being  Sick  and  unable  to  attend  said  Business; 
by  his  Consent,  and  Advice  We  the  subscribers  on  the  Twelfth  Day  of  April  last 
Repaired  to  the  House  of  said  Nathan  Benjamin  on  said  Mountain,  (having  previously 
given  publick  suitable,  and  Seasonable  Notice  of  said  Time,  and  place  of  our  meeting) 
where  the  People  living  upon,  and  claiming  those  Lands  Assembled,  And  upon  Enquiry 
and  Examination  we  found  there  was  little  or  no  Uncertainty  who  ought  to  be  admitted 
the  Grantees  of  all  the  Lands,  Except  three,  or  four  Lots.  We  heard  all  that  the  par- 
ties had  to  say  respecting  those  Controverted  Lots,  and  after  duly  attending  to  &  Con- 
sidering the  whole  Report  as  our  Opinion  That  the  Persons  herein  after  named  are  the 
Original  Purchasers  of  the  aforesaid  Lands  the  Heirs  and  assigns  of  those  Purchasers, 
and  ought  to  be  admitted  the  Grantees  of  said  Land,  And  that  they  Hold  the  several 

*Ancient  Plana,  Grants,  &o.,  vol.  i,  p.  92. 
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Lots  of  Land  delineated  in  this  Plan  on  which  their  names  are  wrote  and  in  Proportion 
as  is  therein,  (and  herein  after)  expressed  to  them  their  Heirs,  and  assigns,  in  severalty. 
which  are  as  follows,  viz. 

Lot  N".   I.    Samuel  Judson,  Samuel  Cogswell,  &  Michael  Palmer  to  hold  in  severalty 
according  to  their  Deeds  on  Record. 

2.  John  Kiiig  the  North  Half.    Philip  Ruff,  the  south  half. 

3.  Philip  Rnff.  — 

4.  All  tlie  Proprietors  foi' the  Use,  and  Purpose  o£  Supporting  y«  Gospel  Min- 

istry 

5.  William  Campbell. 

6.  Selah  Sage. 

7.  Allen  Sage  Juni 

8.  all  the  Proprietors  for  the  Use.and  purpose  of  Supporting  a  School 

9.  John  Barber. 

10.  Andrew  Loomis. 

11.  William  Fellows. 
12     Joseph  Benedict 

13.  Benjamin  Osborn.  4  acres  more  than  one  half  on  y  North  side  W"^  Camp- 

bell y  Residue 

14.  Abner  Wooden. 

15.  Eleazer  Stockwell,  and  Ichabod  Stockwell 

16.  Elisha  Sheldon. 

TNathan  Benjamin  one  half  of  the  North  half  in  Common.    Peleg  Benjamin 
17  \      Judah  Benjamin,  &  Mary  Benjamin  y  other  half  of  y^  same  half  in  Com- 

[     mon.    Jonathan  Petit,  the  south  half 

18.    John  Ashley  Esqi 

19     Abraham  Grimes  59^.  acres  on  y°  North  part.    Allen  Sage  the  Residue. 

20.  John  Wright. 

21.  William  Campbell 

22.  Peter  Wooden. 
f  William  Palmer,  25.  acres  at  the  Southwest  Corner.    Daniel  Mead  50  acres 
I     at  the  South  East.  Corner  &  East  side.    Samuel  Cogswell  the  Residue. 

24.  Peter  Wooden :  50  Acres  on  y«.  East  Side.    John  Wooden  the  Residue. 

25.  John  King 
26     John  King 

27.  Daniel  Dibble  60.  acres  on  the  North  part.    Samuel  Dibble  the  Residue. 

28.  Jonah  Keeler. 

29.  Thomas  Jones  50  acres  on  y"  West  part.    Jonas  Osborn  y«  Residue 

30.  John  Dibble. 

31.  John  Dibbte 
32  Samuel  Dibble 

33.  Samuel  Dibble 

34.  Benjamin  Osborn. 
o-  f  Nathan  Benjamin  the  one  half  in  Common:    Peleg  Benjamin.  Judan  Bcn- 

1      jamin  &  Mary  Benjamin  The  other  half  in  Common 

36.  John  Tullar. 

37.  Andrew  Patterson. 
33.    Elnathan  Hall  60.  acres  on  the  North  part.    Charles  Patterson  the  Residue  — 

39.  Gilbert  Murray 

40.  James  Murray. 

41.  Nathan  Benjamin 

42.  John  Tullar. 

43.  John  Tullar 

44.  James  Rol)inson  40  acres :  at  the  North  end.     George  Robinson  the  Residue 

45.  Samuel  Winchel  70|.  acres,  at  the  South  End.    Joseph  Winchcl  &  Azariah 
Winchel  the  Residue 

46     Nathan  Benjamin 
47.    Andrew  Haxton.  — 

The  residue  of  the  Lands  contained  in  the  General  Plan  and  not  covered  by  the  afore- 
said Lots,  to  1)6  held  in  C(3mmon  by  the  several  Proprietors  al)ovenamod  in  Proportion 
to  their  Several  Interests  in  the  Lots  aforesaid,  <"t  to  be  hereafter  Divided  as  the  Proprie- 
tors shall  agree     All  which  is  humbly  submitted  by  David  Ingkiisou, 

Mark  Hopkins." 

Great  Barrington  May  20'h  1774  —  Ancient  Plans,  Grants,  &;c.,  vol.  4,  p  93. 

The  following  is  the  resolve  which  was  passed  on  the  above  report :  — 
"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jime  13']'  1774 

On  the  report  of  the  Committee,  Appointed  on  the  Petition  of  Nathan  Benjamin  to 
repair  to  Tauconnick  Mountain  there  to  make  Enquiry  and  Determine  who  arc  the 
Original  Purchasers  their  heirs  and  Assigns  And  who  ought  to  be  Admitted  Grantees  of 
the  land  mentioned  in  said  Petition 

Resolved  that  the  said  report  be  Accepted,  and  that  there  be,  and  hereby  is  gi-anted 
and  Confirmed  to  the  Several  persons  named  in  said  report  their  heirs  and  Assigns,  the 
lands  therein  mentioned,  to  be  Holden,  as  by  said  report  and  i'lan  is  particularly 
described  and  Delineated  the  said  grantees  paying  therefor  into  the  Province  Treasury 
or  they  giveing  suflficient  secui'ity  within  si.x.  months  from  this  date  to  the  Province  Treas- 
urer for  the  payment  of  the  Sura  of  'L'wo  Hundred  and  forty  pounds  lavvfull  money 
within  two  years  from  &  after  this  Day,  with  the  lawfull  interest  of  the  same  Suiia 
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from  the  fifteenth  Day  of  May  iDom  1766  untill  the  same  Shall  be  paid.  Sent  np  for 
Concurreme.  T  Cushixg  Si)k'" 

In  Council  June  14'I»  1774  —Read  &  Concurred  —  Jx'.>  Cotton  13.  Socry 

Consented  to —  Tho"  Gagi::."  —  Ibi:L,p.92. 

The  plan  filed  with  the  forej^oing  report,  seem-;  to  Iiave  been  an  enlargement  of  another 
fi'oni  a  survey  purporting  to  have  been  made  l)y  "  Samuel  Trescott,  surveyor,"  in  No- 
vember, 1771.    Both  plans  are  bound  into  the  same  volume. 

At  the  same  session  in  which  the  aljove  grant  was  made,  twenty-three  of  the  grantees 
named  in  the  committee's  report,  presented  a  petition  praying  for  incorporation  into  a 
town  or  district.  A  bill  was  thereupon  reported  for  incorporating  this  tract  of  land 
"  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  ."    This  bill,  in  whicli  the  territory  was  described 

l)y  general  boundaries,  conferred  upon  the  corporation  all  the  powers,  in'ivilcges  and 
immunities  of  a  town,  without  qualification  or  exception,  and  empowered  David  Ingersoll 
to  call  the  first  meeting  of  the  inhaljitauts.  It  was  passed,  in  the  House,  to  be  engrossed, 
June  15,  and  the  Council  concuri-ed  on  the  17th;  but  the  sudden  dissolution  of  the 
Assembly  on  that  eventful  day  prevented  its  enactment. 

In  1770,  another  attempt  was  made  to  procure  an  act  of  incorporation.  The  petition, 
in  this  case,  was  signed  i)y  forty-three  persons,  twenty-one  of  whom  appear  in  the  com- 
mittee's list  of  grantees.  They  represented  that  their  lands,  the  boundaries  of  which  were 
given  in  general  terms,  were  situated  upon  a  high  mountain,  separated  from  Egremont 
and  Shetiicld,  tlic  only  adjoining  towns,  "  l)y  a  long  and  steep  precipice,"  and  that  the 
roads  connecting  them  with  said  towns  were  "at  all  times  extrsmciy  rugged,  and  at 
some  seasons  almost  wholly  impassable,"  so  that  they  were  debarred  the  enjoyment  of 
many  town  piivileges;  and  for  these  reasons,  and  because  they  had  a  sufficient  popula- 
tion," they  prayed  that  they  might  be  incorporated  into  a  town  or  district. 

On  the  '20th  of  August  this  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  Mayhew,  Capt.  Brown  of  Aljington,  and  Doctor  Whiting,  who  reported  a  bill, 
which  was  read  Septcmljer  2d,  "for  erecting  the  plantation  called  Tauconnuck  Moun- 
tain" into  a  town — the  name  being  omitted  in  the  title.  This  bill  was  again  read  the 
next  day,  and  ordered  to  lie.  No  further  trace  of  this  bill,  nor  any  action  upon  it,  has 
l)een  discovered. 

In  the  following  spring,  still  another  application  was  made  to  the  Legislature,  for  an 
act  of  incorporation,  in  a  petition  by  John  King  and  thirty  others,  "in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  about  forty-five  families  living  on  the  Tockcanock  Mountains  lying  west  of 
Nhc:field,  in  this  state."  Of  these  petitioners,  twenty-one  were  among  the  grantees 
cnnraerated  by  the  legislative  committee  of  1774.  These  petitioners  alleged  that  they, 
with  others,  purchased  the  lands  in  question,  of  the  natives,  "  some  years  since,  by  and 
with  the  consent  and  advice  of  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly,"  charged  with  the 
duty  of  settlhig  some  affairs  relative  to  the  lands  west  of  Sheffield ;  that  they  had  im- 
proved the  lands,  and  built  roads  on  to  the  mountain  and  from  house  to  house;  more- 
ove'-,  that  they  had,  "for  some  years  past,  paid  a  province  rate  to  support  govei'nraent," 
and  raised  their  full  quota  of  men  for  the  army,  and  that  they  were  willing  to  continue  to 
do  their  "proportion  both  of  men  and  money,"  in  case  they  could  be  incorporated  into  a 
district  or  town  with  power  to  accomplish  these  objects,  and  to  lay  out  and  repair  high- 
ways, "  and  also  take  proper  care  of  some  persons  among  us  that  are  unfriendly  to  the 
United  States  of  America."  They  concluded  with  a  prayer  that  the  General  Court  would 
therefor  incorporate  them  into  a  town  or  district,  "or  otherwise  relieve"  them.  The 
following  postscript  appears  immediately  after  the  signatures  on  tlie  first  leaf:  "as  we 
are  on  a  Grat  mounten  we  Desier  your  onors  to  giue  us  the  Name  of  I^Ionnt  washinton." 

'f his  petition  was  referred  March  25,  1777,  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of 
]Mcs3rs.  Hoot,  Pitts  and  Morse,  which  was  subsequently  changed,  by  substituting 
Messrs.  Stratton  and  White,  for  Messrs.  Root  and  Morse;  but  no  further  action  upon 
this  petition  has  Ijeen  discovered  in  the  state  archives  and  records,  nor  in  the  journals  of 
the  House. 

The  next  application  for  incorporation  was  the  following  petition,  which  was  read  in 
the  House  May  31,  1779,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Nichols,  Mi-.  Raymond  and  Major 
Pynchon : — 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Councel  and  House  of  Representiues  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court  to  be  holden  at  Boston.  In  the  State  of  the  Massechusets  Bay  on  the  last  Wensday 
of  vay  anno  Domini  1779  — 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  a  Committe  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  land  on  Tau- 
connock  mountain  In  the  Coimty  of  Berkshire—  Humbly  sheweth  — 

1  hat  whereas  the  great  &  General  Court  on  the  14">  of  June  1774  accepted  the  Report  of 
their  Committe  on  the  petition  of  Nathan  Benjamin  having  Repaied  to  Ta;:connack 
mountain  there  to  make  enquiry  and  Determin  who  are  the  origanal  purchasers  their 
Heirs  &  assigns  and  who  ought  to  l)e  admitted  Grantees  of  the  land  mentioned  In  said 
l)Ciitionand  it  was  then  Resolved  by  said  General  Court  that  tlicre  l)e  granted  &  Confirm 
to  the  several  persons  named  In  said  Report  their  Heirs  &  assigns  the  latid  therein  men- 
tioned to  be  holden  as  by  said  Report  and  Plan  is  perticulerly  l)iscriber  and  Delineated 
as  will  appear  by  a  Coppey  of  said  Resolve  and  whereas  the  said  plan  then  Returned  to 
tlie  General  Court  by  their  said  Committe  with  the  proprietors  names  on  Each  lot  is  lost 
or  Cant  l)e  found  nor  the  Records  of  the  same  Wherefore  yoiu-  Honours  petitioners  have 
sent  herewith  a  Coi>py  of  said  Plan  with  the  names  of  the  proprietors  on  Each  origanal 
lot  as  laid  out  and  hereby  beg  your  Honours  to  Confirm  the  same  with  the  undivided 
Lands  Contained  In  said  Plan  agreal)le  thereto  upon  the  jmrchas  money  &  Interest  being 
paid  which  we  have  sent  by  Col  Ashley  the  Representative  of  Sheffield  and  whereas  there 
is  some  proprietors  who  Refuse  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  purchas  money  and  Inter- 
est which  others  of  us  have  advanced  we  therefore  begg  that  we  may  be  Impowerd  to  sell 
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BO  much  of  there  Interest  as  to  pay  the  purchas  money  &  Interest  &  Cost  and  whereas  we 
labour  under  great  Difuculty  and  hardships  (as  we  are  obUdged  to  Raise  men  &  money 
to  Carry  on  tlie  War  &  make  Roads  &  many  other  ways  for  want  of  being  Incoi'porated 
we  your  Honours  Petitionors  therefore  Humbly  beg  your  Honours  to  talce  our  Case  Into 
Consideration  &  Incorporate  us  Into  a  town  or  iJistrict  with  all  the  priviliges  of  towns 
Excepting  sending  a  Representatiue  &  Desire  we  may  be  Joyned  with  Sheffield  In  that 
Choice  —  and  your  Honours  petitioners  as  In  Duty  bound  shall  Ever  pray  — 

John  King  I 

PETER  wooDiN  Committc  of 

Charles  Patterson  !•  the  proprieters 
John  Dibell  |  on  Tancannack 

Robert  Campbell      J  mountain."  —  Mass.  Files  : 
Bills,  1779. 

On  the  12th  of  June  the  above  petition  was  recommitted  to  Col.  Ashley,  Mr.  Harrington 
and  Mr.  Perry,  who,  on  the  14th,  reported  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  witli  the  name  of  the 
town  not  written  in.  On  the  17th,  the  bill,  with  the  name  inserted,  and  with  sundry 
amendments  (the  most  important  of  which  was  the  insertion  at  the  end  of  the  lirst  section 
of  all  the  words  that  follow  the  word  "  Sheffield,"  in  the  last  line  but  one)  was  passed  to 
be  engrossed  in  the  House,  and,  on  the  19th,  in  the  Council,  and  on  the  21st,  it  was 
passed  to  be  enacted. 

A  resolve*  was  passed  in  December  following,  for  apportioning  the  taxes  of  Mt.  Wash- 
ington and  ShefQeld.    This  is  given  in  the  note  to  chapter  30,  post. 

The  last  legislative  proceeding  that  has  been  noticed  relative  to  the  territory  of  Mt. 
Washington, before  the  adoption  of  the  state  Constitution,  is  the  reference  of  tlie  folhjwing 
petitions  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of  Mr.  Austin,  Mr.  ^ingletary  and  Col. 
Davis  of  Charlton.  On  the  19th  of  September,  Mr.  Henshaw  was  substituted  for  Col. 
Davis,  on  this  committee,  but  no  trace  has  been  foimd  of  further  action  on  these  petitions, 
which  are  here  printed  on  account  of  the  interesting  facts  they  disclose :  — 

"To  The  Hoiible  the  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  Bay.— 

The  Selectmen  of  Mount  Washington  humbly  shew,  on  Behalf  of  said  Town  ;  that  on 
the  twenty  first  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  seventeen  huneh-etl  &  seventy  nine, 
by  an  Act  of  the  great  and  General  Court  said  Mount  Washington  was  incorporated  into 
a  Town,  having  before  been  known  by  the  name  of  Tauconnuck  Mountain,  upon  the  fol- 
lowing Condition  viz:  that  the  original  Proprietors  of  said  '  Tauconnuck  mountain  shall 
pay  what  is  due  fi'om  them  to  this  state  agreeable  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  the 
fifteenth  of  May  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  &  sixty  six,  with  the  Interest  arising 
thereon  at  some  future  time,  when  the  state  shall  call  for  the  same.' 

Your  Petitioners  beg  Leave  to  represent  to  your  Honors,  that  the  original  Proprietors 
of  said  Tauconnuck  Mountain,  did  make  a  bona  fide  Purcliase  of  the  whole  Land  included 
within  the  Limits  of  said  Mount  WashiugtoUj  of  the  aboriginal  Natives,  the  then  rightful 
&  independent  Lords  &  Proprietors  of  the  Soil,  that  said  Town  is  situated  on  a  lligiit  and 
the  Land  in  a  State  of  Nature  so  charged  with  Wood  &  Timber,  that  considering  its 
almost  inaccessilile  situation  the  Labour  necessary  to  bring  it  into  a  State  of  Cultivation 
would  cost  nearly  as  much  as  the  Land  could  now  be  sold  for,  that  the  original  Purchas- 
ers of  the  Natives  did  not  nor  do  your  Petitioners  now  conceive  that  under  these  Circum- 
stances the  Government  could  reasonably  demand  any  tiling  of  them  to  be  quieted  in  the 
Possession  of  Land  which  they  had  made  their  own  by  an  honest  Purchase  from  those 
who  were  the  sole  Owners. — ^they  therefore  humbly  pray  that  the  Clause  aforesaid  in  the 
Act  afores''.  may  be  repealed. — 

they  also  hurnbly  pray  that  the  Farm  of  Land  now  in  the  Occupation  of  Daniel  Porter 
lying  in  a  triangular  Foi'm  &  bounded  west  on  the  Line  of  the  State  of  New  York,  south 
on  the  0))long  so  called  &  east  on  said  Mount  Washington,  may  be  adjoined  &  annexed 
to  said  Mount  Washington. — 

and  as  in  duty  bound  shall  pray. — 

May  29. 1780. —  Robakd  Campll  ^  Selectmen 

Jese  Rays  >  of  M'. 

Andraw  haxton  S  Washington 

To  the  HoBble  the  Council  &  House  of  Representatives,  of  Massaehusctts-Bay. 

Daniel  Porter  humbly  prays  that  the  Farm  of  Land  whicli  he  now  lives  on  may  be  an- 
nexed to  &  incorporated  with  Mount  Washington,  agreal)ly  to  the  Petition  of  the  select- 
men of  said  Town  dated  this  day. 

and  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  pray. — 

May  29.  1780. —  Daniel  Porter."  —Mass.  Archives, 

vol.  186,  p.  213. 

Chap.  4.  The  former  of  the  following  petitions  was  read  in  the  House,  April  30,  1779, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Gorham,  Crane  and  Titcomb.  On  the  next  day,  the  latter  petition 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  which  was,  at  the  same  time,  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  Messrs.  Wales  and  Dawes :  — 

"  To  the  Honbie  the  Councill,  &  the  Honbje  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  State 
of  Massachusets  Bay, 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Proprietors  of  Boston  Pier,  or  Long  Wharf,  &  Other 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,    Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  the  said  Wharf  hath  been,  &,  it  is  still  hoped,  will  be,  a  great  Accommodation  & 
publick  Advantage  to  Trade  &  Navigation  in  general,  &  particularly  to  the  American 

♦Printed  resolves  of  the  November  session,  chapter  OXXXVIU. 
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Navy,  tli6  unprofitable  to  the  Proprietors  of  it ;  &  that  in  the  Preservation  thereof,  the 
Town,  the  State,  &  the  Continent  are  deeply  interested. 

That  the  Proprietors  thereof  have,  witliin  these  few  years  Ijeen  at  an  Expenre  of  not 
less  than  £oOOO, — Sterling,  built  a  most  commodious  Stone  Head,  having  at  it  fifteen  feet 
of  Water  at  low  Water ;  whereby  they  became  very  much  involved  m  Debt,  the  greatest 
part  of  whii-h  remain  stil  unpaid  — 

That,  immediately  afterwards,  the  present  cruel  &  unnatural  War  unhappily  com- 
menced, &  in  a  manner  put  a  Stop  to  the  Income  of  said  Wharf,  &  out  of  the  power  of 
the  Proprietors,  to  keep  it  in  llepair. 

Tliat  by  these  means,  &  several  late  violent  Storms,  the  said  Wharf  has  suflfered  un- 
speakable Damage,  &  is  now  almost,  &  will  soon  be  quite,  rendered  useless,  &  destroyed 

That  the  Proprietors,  by  reason  of  the  great  Cost  of  the  Stone  Head,  &  the  Calamities 
before  mentioned,  are  utterly  unable,  without  considerable  Assistance,  to  undertake  the 
Repairs  of  said  Wharf,  &  must  unavoidably,  th6  with  great  Reluctance,  as  well  for  the 
Publick  as  themselves,  stand  still,  &  see  the  Ruin  of  it  complcated 

Your  Petitiouors  would  therefoi-e  humbly  request  your  Honours,  to  grant  such  Benefit 
by  a  Lottery,  as  shall  enable  the  Proprietors  of  said  Wharf  to  put  the  same  into  Repah', 
&  thereby  sa\'e  to  the  Publick  the  greatest  Accommodation  of  the  Sort  anywhere  knowii, 
or  such  other  Relief,  as  to  your  Honours  Wisdom  &  Justice  shall  seem  meet,  &,  as  in 
Duty  Ijouud,  shall  ever  pray,  "&c 

Boston  2S.  April  1779  — 

Willm  Davis  Axdw  Brimmer 

Paschal  N.  Smith  Jos.  Russell 

TUTHILL    HUBBART  ChaS    SiGOUKNET 

Saml  Barrett  jun^  Simeon  Mayo 

Wm^  Foster  Mungo  Mackat 

John  Browne  Jos"  Blaxchard  jk 

Henry  Hill  Joseph  Coolidge 

John  Rowe  Gt  Deblois  Jcn* 

TiiMOTHY  Newell  Perez  Morton 

Daniel  Parker  Joseph  Olney 

Jona  Mason  J  B  Hopkins 

Wm  Hopkins  Edward  Carnes 

James  Lamb  JunR  SajiI'  Dunn  JunJ, 

John  Carter  James  Dennie 

Herman  Brimmer  Tho^  Dennie 

Richard  Green  Tho  Hill 

Edw'.>.  Sohier  Wm'Tudor 

Martin  Broimer." — Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  222,  p.  251. 

"To  the  Hon  the  Councill  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay —  in  General  Court  assembled  the  Memorial  and  Petition  of  the  subscribers  Late  and 
at  present  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Charlestown 

Humbly  shews  —  that  said  Town  of  Charlestown  was  setled  in  the  infancy  of  this 
Country  when  the  growth  thereof  and  of  s<^  Town  was  not  foreseen  by  which  means  the 
Streets  were  not  properly  laid  out  being  crooked  and  narrow  and  in  some  places  so  much 
so  as  to  be  very  inconvenient  and  even  dangerous  to  travellers  especially  in  carriages,  and 
no  convenient  or  rooraly  square  for  the  accomodation  of  Teams  and  carriages  from  the 
Country 

The  unhappy  catastrophy  which  has  befallen  us  in  having  our  Buildings  destroyed  by 
the  Ravages  of  our  Enemy,  affords  an  Opportunity  to  rectify  the  mistakes  of  our  Ances- 
tors, and  to  Lay  out  the  Streets  Lanes  &c  of  said  Town  in  a  way  moi"e  conducive  to  con- 
yenienc  and  health  of  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  the  accomodation  of  all  Travelors  coming 
into  or  passing  through  said  Town.  Yoxir  petitioners  being  very  desirous  the  favourable 
opi)ortunity  that  now  presents  for  the  accoinplishment  of  so  desiral)le  a  work  should  not 
be  Lost  and  Iniding  themselves  by  reason  of  their  great  losses  unable  to  make  good  all 
the  damage  that  will  fall  upon  individuals  in  the  prosecution  of  this  measure  Humbly 
pray  your  Honors  to  grant  them  the  Benefit  of  a  Lottery  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
appiied  to  the  above  pui-pose  and  vour  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bmiul  will  ever  pray  — 


Benj  Waldo 
Will  Powell 
Henderson  Inches 
John  Sweetser  Jun* 
Habijah  Savage 
Edward  Payne 
Isaac  Smith 
Joseph  Russell  Jun^ 
Adam  B.vbcock 
John  Welsh 
James  Dalton 
j.  scollay 
Samuel  Austin 
G  B  Gedney 
Jose  Waters  Junk 
Samuel  Breck 
Jacob  Williams 


James  Russell 
Thomas  Russell 
John  Wyer 
John  Austin 
John  Harris 
John  Harris  Junr 
Benj  Goodwin 
Edw-"  Goodwin 
Thomas  Goodwin 
William  Stimpson 
David  Wood 
Rich"  Trumbull 


Eliphelet  Newell 
James  Bradish  Jiy^ 
Henry  Phillips  Sweetser 
David  Goodwin 
EbenR  Austin 
Benja-  Mirick 
Andrew  Kettell 
RiCHi;  Devens 
SjVmi-  Con^vnt 
Battry  Powars 
Joseph  Kettell 
Thom  Harris 
Thomas  Welsh."  —  Ibid.,  p.  249. 
Upon  the  foregoing  petitions  the  following  resolve*  was  passed :  — 


John  Carter 
Joshua  Hooper 
Timo  Brigden 
John  Austin  jvn^ 
Nath    Frothingham 
Sami-  Henley 
John  Turner 
Thos  Frotiiingham 
Nathl  Rand 
Caleb  Call 
David  Wood  junb 
John  Hay 


*  Printed  resolves  of  the  April  session,  chapter  OXXI. 
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"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  1'.'.  1779 
Whereas  James  Russell  Esqf  &  others  have  petitioned  this  Court  that  a  Lottery  maybe 
granted  to  raise  a  sum  of  Money  to  Amend  and  widen  the  streets  in  the  Town  of  Charles- 
town,  and  M'"  Benjamin  Waldo  and  others  have  petitioned  this  Court  for  Liberty  to  raise  a 
sum  of  money  in  the  Like  way  and  manner  to  repair  the  Long  Wharf  so  called  in  the 
Town  of  Boston  and  as  both  requests  appear  well  founded  and  I'easonable  Thcrfore 
Resolved  that  Lotteries  be  granted  for  both  the  above  purposes  to  be  for  sucIj  sums  and  to 
be  managed  by  such  persons  as  the  General  Coui't  of  this  State  shall  hereafter  order  neither 
of  said  Lotteries  to  commence  till  the  present  State  Lottery  shall  l)e  tinished —  Sent  up 
for  Concurrence.  Jonx  ricicEKixo  Spk'' 

In  Council  May  I'.    1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  248. 
The  subjects  of  the  above  petitions  were  again  considered  in  the  next  Assembly,  and, 
on  the  22d  of  June,  the  House  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Couticil,  for  their  concurrence,  a 
resolve  for  carrying  into  effect  the  above  resolve.  The  Council,  however,  had  prepared, 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  which,  on  the  same  day,  was  sent 
down  to  the  House,  for  concurrence ;  and,  on  the  23d,  this  bill  was  passed  to  1)6  enacted, 
by  both  branches. 

The  schemes  of  these  lotteries  were  published  in  the  "  Independent  Chronicle  and  tbe 
Universal  Advertiser,"  of  Feb.  3,  1780. 

Chap.  5.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time  in  the  House,  June  1 1th,  with 
the  words  " reviving  and "  omitted  from  the  title,  and  "revived"  omitted  from  the  bill. 
On  the  22d,  Messrs.  Paine,  Prescott  and  Ward  were  appointed  to  revise  the  act  which  was 
revived  by  this  bill,  "  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done."  Th3y  wore  also  ordered  to 
"  consider  and  report  what  powers  are  proper  to  vest  the  honorable  Council  with,  during 
the  next  recess  of  the  General  Court."  On  the  next  day  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  passed, 
in  the  House,  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  On  the  same 
day  the  Council  concurred  in  the  passage  to  engrossment,  and  the  bill  was  immediately 
enacted  by  both  branches. 

Chap.  6.  The  territory  incorporated  by  this  chapter  included  the  fifth  of  the  ten  tracts 
of  province  lands  sold  by  auction,  June  2,  1762.  This  tract,  known  as  "  Numbsr  Five," 
was  purchased  by  John  Cummings,  for  £1800.  The  remainder  of  the  township,  being  the 
north-eastern  portion,  and  extending  northerly  fi'om  a  point  near  the  ceal.-e  of  the  town, 
was  a  part  of  "  Hatfield  Equivalent""  lands,  granted  to  the  town  of  Hatfiell,  Juno  18, 1743, 
in  compensation  for  land  set  off  from  Hatfield  to  Deerfield,  and  it  was  1  lid  out  l)_v  order 
of  the  General  Court,  on  the  28th  of  February,  following. 

Peter  Harwood,  as  agent  for  the  inhabitants  of  Number  Five,  presented  a  petition  to 
the  General  Court,  praying  to  he,  incorporated  into  a  town,  with  the  same  privileges  and 
immunities  as  the  to\vn  of  "  Wetherington "  [Worthington].  'I'his  petition  was  read 
April  6,  1771,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;  but  was  revived,  in  the  next  .Assembly,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  June  18,  177!,  v/ho  reported,  the  next  day,  that 
notice  thereof  be  served  on  the  inhabitants  of  Hatfield,  and  on  the  non-resident  proprietors 
of  Number  Five,  returnable  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court  '1  he  p 'ticiun  al  leged 
that  about  one-fifth  of  the  township  was  exempt  from  town  charges,  and  prayed  for 
authority  to  tax  these  exempted  lands  for  their  proportion  of  the  expense  of  settling  a 
minister,  building  a  meeting-house,  making  roads,  etc.  No  furtlier  action  uptn  this 
petition  has  been  discovered. 

On  the  nth  of  January,  1773,  there  was  read  in  the  House  the  petition  of  "  a  number  of 
the  inhalntants  "  of  Number  Five,  asking  the  Legislature  for  an  act  of  incorporation 
which  should  include  Hatfield  Equivalent,  and  for  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre,  for  three 
years,  to  be  laid  on  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  Number  Five ;  and  also,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  "  to  ascertain  the  bounds."  This  petition,  which  has  not  been 
found,  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  and,  on  the  28th,  the  petitioners  had 
leave  to  withdraw. 

The  proprietors  of  the  plantation,  at  a  meeting  held  May  29,  1776,  appointed  Ebenezer 
Snell  and  Asa  Hatch  "  a  committee  to  apply  to  the  Assembly  to  iiavc  the  township  incor- 
porated." Accordingly,  a  petition  for  that  purpose,  signed  by  Snell,  was  read  in  the 
House,  November  22d,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  who,  on  the  30th,  reported  that  the 
prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 
Nothing  further  seems  to  have  been  done  on  this  petition,  which,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
prayer  for  the  grant  of  town  privileges,  asked  that  so  much  of  the  township  as  lay  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire  may  be  annexed  to  Hampshire  County,  and  for  confirmation  of  cer- 
tain acts  and  proceedings  of  the  proprietors,  touching  taxes  and  assessments  upon  which 
lands  had,  in  some  instances,  been  sold  in  order  to  raise  money  for  the  miking  and  neces- 
sary repairs  of  roads. 

The  next  attempt  to  procure  an  act  of  incorporation  for  this  territory,  was  the  following 
petition ;  — 

"  State  of  the  )  To  the  honoral)Ie  the  Council  &  the  honl)le  House  of  Representa- 
Massachusetts  Bay  J  tives  in  General  Court  assembled  in  Octobl  1778 

Most  humbly  shew 

The  Proprietors  of  a  Township  of  Land  called  Number  five  in  the  County  of  Hamp- 
shire—That your  Petitioners  for  a  Number  of  Years  have  been  required  to  obey  Laws 
which  they  could  have  no  Infiuence  in  making  &  to  pay  Taxes  set  upon  them  by  a  legisla- 
tive Body" in  whose  Appointment  they  could  have  no  Choice  — 

ThaCit  is  impossible  for  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Township  to  be  accommodated 
in  one  Town  on  Account  of  a  Mountain  which  divides  one  part  of  si  Township  from  the 
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other  — That  the  s^  Inhabitants  have  therefore  mutually  agreed  &  given  their  Consent 
that  the  Lands  lying  westerly  of  the  following  Line  with  the  Inhabitants  tliercou  shall  be 
set  otf  to  Gageborough  viz  beginning  at  the  eastermost  Corner,  of  tlie  Townof  I'artridge- 
(ield  &  from  thence  x-unning  in  a  straight  Course  to  the  north  East  Corner  of  Lot  Number 
thirtesn  in  the  second  Division  of  Lots  in  s  d  Township  of  Number  live  —  That  on  the  other 
part  of  the  s?  Township  viz.  that  which  lies  east  of  the  above  mentioned  Line  there  are 
now  settled  between  eighty  &  ninety  Farailys  — 

Yo'ir  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  "pray  the  honorable  Court  that  the  Lands  lying 
Easterly  of  the  Line  above  described  with  the  Inhabitants  thereon  may  be  incorporated 
into  a  Town  by  the  Name  of  Cumingtou  &  be  vested  with  all  the  Powers  Priviladges  & 
Immunities  which  Towns  in  this  State  are  by  Law  entitled  to  —  and  that  the  s'}  Town  so 
incorporated  may  be  declared  to  be  Part  of  the  County  of  Hampshire  &  be  confirmed  as 
such  — 

And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  pray 

Jared  Smith  in  the  Name  &  by  Order  of  si  Proprietors."  — 
Mass.  Archives,  vol.  220,  p.  105. 

Accompanying  this  petition  was  the  following  copy  from  the  proprietors'  records  :  — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  Township  N?  5  the  3^  day  of  Septi  1778  s  ?  Pro- 
prietors Voted  that  the  West  Part  of  s  ?  Township  be  Set  of  to  Gageborough  Begining  at 
the  South  East  Corner  of  Lot  N  ?  20  at  Partridgefield  Corner  and  Run  a  Strait  Line  to  the 
north  East  Corner  of  Lot  N«  13  in  the  Second  De  vision  — 

Attest  William  Ward  Props  Clevk." —  Ibid.,  p.  104. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  a  petition  from  Gageborough,  and  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
plantation  Number  Five,  praying  that  that  part  of  the  plantation  which  lies  in  the  county 
of  Berkshire  may  be  annexed  to  Gageborough,  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  House,  and  the  above  petition  of  Jared  Smith  was  read  in  the  House,  on  the  14th, 
and  referred  to  another  committee.  On  the  fifteenth,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read 
tlnce  times,  and  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  referred  to  the  next  session,  by  a 
vote  uf  tliirty-six  to  twcntj^-five.  The  House  then  passed  a  resolve  *  ordering  notice  of  the 
jietition  of  Jared  Smith  to  be  served  on  three  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Hatfield 
Equivalent  fourteen  days  before  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Coui-t.  The  bill  was 
defeated,  at  this  stage,"  probably  through  representations  made  by  inhabitants  of  the 
plantation  and  of  Hatfield  Equivalent;  for,  at  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly,  the 
following  petitions,  or  remonstrances,  were  filed :  — 

"  To  the  Hon'.?  Counsel  &  House  of  Ilepresentitives  Conveen^  at  Boston  in  the  County 
<yf  Suffolk  &  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England 

Gentlemen  may  it  please  your  Hon'.? 

The  Humbly  petition  of  the  inhabitants  Plantation  N  2.  o  County  of  Hamshir  &  state 
afor :  s ;!  Humbly  Sheweth  ;they  takeinginto  serious  Consideration  the  DifFecuilties  they  are 
Like  to  be  involv^  in  by  Haveing  Hatfield  Equivolent  incorporated  with  s<l  planta"tion: 
as  it  appears  the  Late  Bill  lleo'!  from  your  liononrs  was  not  Exactly  Agreeabel  to  the 
petition  Laid  in  By  s:?  inhabitants  But  Kather  in  Conjunction  to  a  former  petition  sent  in 
the  year  177-' :  which  former  petition  by  your  Honours  Leave  we  WhoUey  Disapprove  of 
and  Humbly  pray  your  Honours  if  Consistant  to  answer  the  petition  Lastly  sent  to  incor- 
porate Exclusive  of  s'':  Equivolent  for  Reasons  following  Viz  — 

Is'  The  situation  of  s  ^.  plantation  of  Being  Conneted  with  Hatfield  Equivolent  Renders 
it  Extreemly  Difiecuilt  Comeing  to  a  Center  for  the  setteling  of  the  Gospel  By  Reason  of 
mountains  &  Rivers  that  Attend  — 

2diy  as  s*!  River  Divides;  as  much  as  foiu"  fifths  of  the  inhabitants  &  intrest  that  must 
attend  and  support  the  (Jospell  must  Be  oblegd  often  to  Cross  the  River  (Which  their 
Circumstances  will  not  at  present  admitt  of  Erecting  Bridges)  to  a  mouiitanious  unin- 
habited part  of  B  d  plantation  As  the  Center  will  Naturaly  fall  their  if  Connected  with 
Hatfield  Equivolent  And  our  infant  state  Does  not  at  present  admitt  of  a  Division  — 

3d.iy  S^l  inhabitants  by  your  Honours  Leave  Consider  themselves  as  injur  ^  if  incorpo- 
rated witii  s.^  Equivolent  as  they  must  undoubtedly  share  a  part  of  our  publick  Lands  ap- 
propriated for  the  Benefitt  of  s  ^  plantation  — 

Therefore  may  it  please  your  Hon^s  the  Disadvantages  that  occur:  by  Being  incor- 
porated with  s  <!  "Equivolent  Vastly  more  than  Surmount  the  advantages  that  Can  possibely 
arise ;  Either  to  the  inhabitants  of  s?.  plantation  or  those  on  the  Equivolent 

Therefore  your  petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Ever  pray ;  Number  five  the  o  day 
of  January  1779 

By  Order  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Sii  Plantation  William  Ward  Propi  Clerk 

Atameetingof  the  Proprietors  of  Township  NV5  the  23  ^  Day  of  Nou^r  1778  S  J  Pro- 
prietors Voted  not  to  have  Hatfield  Equivolent  Incorporated  With  Number  five  for  the 
abou  Reasons  Attest        William  Ward  PropL  Clerk."  — A/ass.  F«7es: 

Bills,  1779. 

"  Hatfield  Equivolant  January  the  5  1779 

To  the  Honorable  Grate  and  General  Cort  Sirs 

We  the  inhaliitance  of  this  Place  having  Received  A  warrant  from  No  0  by  Order  of  the 
Great  and  Generel  Cort  to  Give  our  Resons  why  we  are  Not  Willing  to  Be  incorprated 
with  them  Six  miles  Squar  Into  a  town.  Sirs  we  answer  that  the  Setuation  of  the  Six  miles 
Is  Such  that  it  will  Not  answer  for  a  town  Lying  to  Gather  Or  for  one  Socyaty  Ijut  must 
Bee  Split  By  Reson  Of  a  River  Runing  threw  the  Place  Called  westfield  Ilivor  which  is 
will  known  "to  Bee  as  Deficult  a  Streem  to  Crost  as  any  in  the  State  of  that  Bigness  and 

*  Printed  resolvea  of  the  September  session,   clMpter   CLV, 
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the  Center  of  the  Six  miles  Square  Corns  Near  the  River  which  Has  Very  Brolieu  uneven 
Land  on  each  Side  of  it  Sirs 

We  the  inhabctence  of  the  Equivolent  are  willing  to  Bee  incorprated  with  that  Pait  of 
No  5  on  the  North  Side  of  westfield  River  if  the  Grate  and  General  Cort  will  Bee  Pleased 
to  Lay  to  us   Lands  Sutable  to  make  a  town  or  a  Parish 

Thomas  Mcintyer  ^  in  Behalf  and  by 
Caleb  White  >  order  of  the  inliahetence 

Caleb  Jot  j  of  the  Equivalent." — Ibid, 

"  Hatflld  Equivolent  Jenuary  y^  5  1779 
to  the  Greate  and  Janerel  Cort  Sirs 

Wo  the  Inhabitence  of  the  Equivolent  to  Gather  With  the  Inhabitence  of  No  5  on  the 
North  Side  of  westfield  River  Earnestly  Petition  to  the  Grate  and  Genral  Cort  to  Lay  to 
us  one  mile  further  North  threw  the  Equivolent  then  the  Purposed  Strait  Lyne  We  allso 
Desir  that  the  Cort  would  Lay  to  Us  Sum  Grants  that  Join  East  Layiu:,'  Between  No  5  and 
Chesterfield  Goar  or  as  much  of  them  As  the  Cort  Shall  See  fit  if  the  Cort  Should  Not  See 
fit  to  Grant  our  Petition  we  Pray  the  Cort  wood  Send  a  Committy  to  Vew  Our  Deficult 
Cui-cumstance  of  the  Place  Sirs  these  are  the  Desirs  of  your  Most  humble  Petitioners 
whose  names  are  under  Ret 

Ebenk    Colson  Nehemiah  Shaw  Caleb  Joy 

JosiAH  Baker  Asa  Joy  Caleb  White 

Andrew  Cook  Nathan  Bealls  Thomas  Dunten 

Dal'id  Whitmarsh  Daniel  Hill  Stephen  Smith 

Joshua  Shaw  Joel  Hills  Simon  Burroughs 

Isaac  Joy  Asa  Dunbar  Benjamin  Car 

Obed  Shaw  Willam  Robins  Samuel  Streeter 

Benjn  Reed  Thomas  mc'entyer  Alexander  mcintyek 

Isack  Joy  Junr  Edward  Curtis  Sammuel  day 

Stephen  Walker  John  Streeter  Nathan  tax."— Ibid. 

John  Taylor  Eph"  Smith 

Upon  the  presentation  of  the  above  objections  a  resolve  was  prepared  for  appointing  a 
committee  to  repair  to  the  premises,  at  the  charge  of  the  proprietors,  and  to  hear  the  par- 
ties, after  due  notice;  and  to  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon,  at  the  next  sitting 
of  the  General  Court.  This  resolve  docs  not  appear  to  have  been  voted  upon ;  but,  on  the 
8th  of  February,  the  above  remonsti-ances,  the  bill,  and  the  vote  of  the  proprietors,  were 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of  "  Gen.  Farley,  Col.  Peck  and  Capt. 
Clark."  No  report -by  the  above  committee,  and  no  further  legislative  action  upon  the 
subject,  have  been  found  in  the  records  and  files  for  that  year ;  but  on  the  23d  of  June, 
1779.  the  bill  above  mentioned  was  brought  forward,  and  the  date  changed,  in  the  heading, 
from  1778,  to  1779 ;  whereupon  it  had  its  three  readings,  was  sent  up  for  concurrence,  and 
was  passed,  in  concmTence,  to  be  engrossed,  all  on  that  day. 

Chap.  7.  The  Legislature  having  observed  the  futility  of  attempts  to  establish,  by  statute, 
a  fixed  schedule  of  prices  of  commodities  while  the  currency  was  constantly  fluctuating, 
it  had  become  a  settled  polic.v,  as  shown  in  the  note  to  1778-79,  chapter  30,*  to  entertain 
no  bills  expressly  designed  for  that  purpose  unless  in  concert  with  other  states,  siilHcicnt 
in  number  to  give  a  promise  of  success.  But  the  people  were  far  from  unanimous  in 
their  understanding  of  the  natural  laws  of  trade,  by  which  the  values  of  all  mediums  of 
exchange  are  determined ;  and  of  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts  in  the  Continental 
Congress,  who  voted  on  the  question,  three  out  of  four  declared  in  favor  of  further  jiost- 
poning  the  consideration  of  a  measure  reported  by  the  committee  on  finance,  and  which 
was  intended  to  remove  all  restrictions  on  the  price  of  gold  and  silver;  and  the  motion 
having  been  carried  against  them,  they  voted  "no,"  on  the  proposition,  "That  all  limita- 
tion of  prices  of  silver  and  gold  be  taken  off." 

In  their  message  at  the  opening  of  the  May  session  in  1779,  a  majority  of  the  Council 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  alaruiingly  ntpid  depreciation  of  the  Continental 
currency,  and  suggested  both  an  urgent  appeal  to  Congress  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the 
evil, and  the  propriety  of  taking  effectual  measures  for-  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  the 
state  against  such  as" should  refuse  to  lease  their  real  estate,  and  sell  their  goods  or  prod- 
uce* except  for  coin.  They  denounced  all  such  persons  as  public  enemies,  ami  i)rcdictcd 
that  the  consequences  of  their  conduct  in  this  respect  would  be  the  disbanding  of  tlio 
arniy, and  the  failure  of  the  patriotic  cause  in  which  so  much  blood  and  treasure  had 
already  been  spent. 

On  the  '29ih  of  May,  this  message  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  members,  who 
immediatelv  submitted  a  report  containing  the  following  recommendation  :  — 

''Fourthly,  That  a  letter  be  addressed  to  Congress,  signed  by  the  President  of  Council, 
in  the  name  of  the  General  Court,  on  the  depreciating  and  very  alarming  state  of  our  cur- 
rency."—  //.  -xse  Journal  p.  13.  / 

This  was  read  and  accepted  on  the  same  day,  and  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consist-, 
ing  of  Messrs.  Robert  Treat  Paine  and   John  Pickering,  of  the   House,  and  Thomas 
Cushing,  of  the  Council. 

On  the  nth  of  June  l-he  House  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  Gen.  Lovell,  Mr. 
Nichols,  Mr.  Rawson,  Mr.  Perry  and  Mr.  Gorham  of  Lunenburg,  "to  consider  what  is 
proper  to  be  done  to  prevent  persons  from  hoarding  up  and  withholding  the  necessaries  of 
life;  also  to  consider  what  penalties  are  proper  to  be  laid  on  persons  who  refuse  to  take 
Coii'mental  currency."    On  the  next  day.  Col.  Hutchinson'was  added  to  this  commuieu. 

*  P.  1019,  ante. 
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On  the  14th,  this  committee  was  ordered  to  "  take  into  consideration  the  evils  conse- 
quent to  the  late  resolution  of  Con^iress  for  taking  off  the  limitation  of  prices  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done ;  "  and,  at  the  same  time,  Mr.  Cranch  and  Mr. 
Austin  were  added  to  the  committee. 

On  the  fifteenth,  this  committee  made  the  following  report :  — 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  evils  consequent  to  the  late 
resolution  of  Congress  for  taking  off  the  limitations  of  prices  of  gold  and  silver,  reported 
as  follows,  ri3.  '  That  the  said  resolve  has  oceasioned  a  more  rapid  depreciation  of  our 
currency  since  that  time  than  had  taken  place  before;  and  that. a  committee  be  appointed 
to  write  to  Congress  upon  the  subject,  desiring  them,  if  agreeable  to  their  plans,  to  order 
said  limitation  again  to  be  laid  on  gold  and  silver.' "  —  Ibid.,  p.  46. 

This  report  was  immediately  read  and  accepted,  and  Col.  Dawes,  Mr  Gorham  of  Charles- 
town,  and  Capt.  Wales  were  appointed  a  committee  as  therein  recommended. 

On  the  17th,  the  bill  of  this  chajiter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  on  the  23d, 
it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence,  and  on  the  next  day  it  was 
passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches. 

On  the  23d,  and  before  the  bill  had  been  passed  in  the  House  to  be  engrossed,  a  memo- 
rial from  the  town  of  Rehoboth  was  read  in  the  House,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Allen, 
Prentiss  and  Starkweather.  The  memorialists  represented  that  the  unhappy  state  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  caused  by  the  "  extended  depreciation  of  the  curirency,"  had  led  thc;m  to  apply 
by  petition  to  the  late  Assembly  praying  for  a  remedy  by  legislation,  as  the  only  sure  way 
of  checking  "the  malignant  contagion,"  and  that  the  preferable  course  to  this  end,  and  the 
one  most  just,  and  productive  of  the  least  evil,  would  be  the  passage  of  a  "  regulation  act, 
lowering  the  prices  of  the  necessary  articles  of  life,  from  time  to  time,  in  equal  or  similar 
contrast  to  their  rising  in  time  past ;  "  they  further  represented  that,  in  order  to  make  such 
legislation  effectual,  it  must  be  "  universal  throughout  the  United  States."  Prompt  action 
was  urged  both  in  passing  such  a  law,  and  in  siiljmitting  to  the  several  towns  the  question 
of  the  propriety  of  such  legislation,  if  that  course  should  be  deemed  expedient.  The 
memorialists  professed  to  have  intelligence,  from  some  of  "our  sister  states,  that  they  are 
making  vigorous  efforts  in  this  laudable  business;  "  and  they  appended  to  their  memorial 
the  copy  of  a  vote  of  the  freeholders  of  the  town,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  21st  of  the  same 
month,  instructing  the  town  clerk  to  sign  the  same  in  behalf  of  the  town. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  upon  this  memorial,  was  read  on  the  23d,  "and 
ordered  to  lie  " :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  the  23 :  1779 

The  Committee  Appoinded  to  Consider  of  the  Memoral  of  the  Town  of  Rehoboth 
Report  that  the  Prayer  of  s^^  mcnoral  be  Granted  and  that  the  House  Prosed  in  the  Fol- 
owing  mancr  First  that  they  Draw  up  a  state  Bill  Loring  The  Price  of  the  Necsarys  and 
Conveneasces  of  Life  wheather  Raised  or  imported :  one  Eights  from  whot  is  Now  the 
Currant  Price,  and  as  sum  articals  of  life  are  Risson  Vastly  out  of  of  Proprtiou  ThaJ;  a 
Commitey  be  Chosen  to  Proportion  tlicni  in  Sum  proper  order  and  to  asartain  what  shall 
be  Called  the  Present  Currant  Price,  and  that  \n  November  next  the  Price  of  the  a  Bove 
s''  articalcs  be  Lored  one  Eights  and  so  on  from  year  to  yciir  untill  They  Come  Down  to 
their  old  Price  and  thus  Gradually  Comiiii;  down-in  the  Prices  of  thing  Propotianly  Rasing  ' 
The  Credct  of  our  money,  and  that  this  Bill  be  Proposed  to  Each  Town  in  this"St;iro  to 
be  Tryed  at  a  meeting  for  that  Purpose  and  if  it  gaineth  a  Vote  in  the  Majior  Part  of  The 
Towns  To  Enact  it  in  to  a  Law  with  this  Peniltey  that  He  that  will  Not  Keep  the  Law 
shal  not  have  the  Protection  of  the  Law  and  thatths  House  Petion  the  Honorable  Con- 
gress To  Recomend  to  the  Genarel  assembleys  of  the  Several  imighted  stats  to  act  sum-  , 
thing  simmlor  to  this." —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  137,  p.  243. 

See,  further,  the  note  to  chapter  13,  post. 

Chap.  8.  In  the  following  copy  of  the  original  draught  of  the  resolves*  first  establish- 
ing a  Board  of  War,  are  preserved  all  the  changes  made  by  way  of  amendment.  The 
words  in  Italics  are  such  a^  were  ordered  to  be  stricken  out,  while  the  added  words  and 
clauses  appear  in  the  following  list  of  amendments  which  are  to  be  inserted  at  the  places 
designated  by  the  letters  corresponding  to  letters  placed  opposite  them,  respectively  :  — 
*'  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  October  24'h  1776. 

Whereas  the  present  exigences  of  our  aflfairs,  &  the  War  we  are,  by  the  Injurious  & 
Cruel  conduct  of  Britaip,  forced  into,  for  the  defence  of  every  thing  dear  to  us,  make  it 
necessary  that  we  should  adopt  the  best  measures  for  conducting  the  War  with  the  greatest 
secrecy,  dispatch  &  Oeconomy.    It  is  therefore 

l£i  Resolved,  That  Seveti,  A  Persons  be  appointed  by  joint  Ballot  of  both  Houses  of 
assembly,  as  a  Committee,  under  the  Title  of  a  Board  of  War  ;  who  shal!  keep  in  Boston, 
or  such  other  Place  or  Places  as  the  General  Court  may  Order,  K  a  public  Office  for  the 
purposes  hereafter  mentioned ;  &  contmue  as  a  Com"=»  for  those  purposes,  until  the  twentieth 
day  of  June  next,  &  until  others  shall  be  appointed;  subject  nevertheless,  to  a  discharge, 
at  any  time,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State:  (Whose  business  it  shall  be, &  they  B 
are  hereby  impowercd,)  to  order  &  direct  the  operations  of  the  Forces  in  the  pay  of  this 
State,  both  by  Sea'&  Land;  by  giveingthe  Commanders  of  the  Troops,  Garrisons,  and 
Vessels  of  War,  such  orders  for  their  Conduct,  &  Cruises,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall 
think  proper;  C  such  Land-Forces  nevertheless  Shall  not  be  Sent  out  of  this  State  without 
the  express  consent  of  the  General  Assembly  thereof;  and  shall  order  the  Commissary  to 
furnish  them,  &  also  the  Militia  upon  extraordinary  occasions,  with  all  Warlike  &  other 
Stores,  Provisions  &  Cloathing,  that  shall  appear  to  them  proper  &  necessary.  And  for 
the  more  eflFectually  enableing  them  to  do  this  business,  (it  is  also) 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  October  session,  chapter  LZXV. 
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2]  Resolved,  That  the  said  Com'oo  or  Board  of  War,  D  shall  procure,  or  cause  to  be 
procured,  Provisions,  Cannon,  Arms,  Ammunition,  Cloathing,  &  all  other  Articles  necessary 
for  carrying  on  the  War  hy  Sea  &  Land;  for  which  purpose  they  shall  take  up,  E  Loid,  & 
fit  out  with  Suitable  Carfroes,  Such  Vessels  as  shall  appear  to  them  proper  for  Importing 
said  Articles  from  other  States;  they  not  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  a  greater  Sum  than 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  granted  by  the  General  Assembly,  &  appropriated  for  those 
purposes;  which  Articles,  when  procured,  shall  be  Iodised  with  the  Commissary  of  this 
State,  who  shall  Store  them  in  such  safe  &  convenient  places  for  the  defence  of  this  State, 
as  said  Comt«e  or  Board  of  War  shall  order;  &  thetn,  with  such  Articles  belonging  to 
this  State,  now  in  his  hands,  from  time  to  time  deliver  out  according  to  the  orders  of  said 
Committee;  &  also  procure  any  such  Articles  as  said  Com''^^'^  Shall  direct.  And  it  is 
further 

3'\  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  &  Commissary  of  this  State,  make  such  Returns  to 
said  Com'j^e  without  delay, as  they  shall  fr!)m  time  to  time  require :  (And  all  Officers  in  the 
service  &  pay  of  this  State,  by  Sea  or  Land,  arc  hereby  required  to  bo  obtdieni  it  Subject 
to  such  Orders  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  said  Com'""  or  Board  of 
War,  with  the  limitations  aforesaid)  which  Corn'""  shall  keep,  in  Books  for  that  purpose 
provided,  fair  &  clear  Entries  of  all  orders  issued,  &  Returns  made;  &  also  of  all  their 
proceedings;  &  of  all  the  Military  &  Warlike  Stores,  &  Provisions,  belonging  to  this 
State,  &  the  places  where  deposited.  And  said  Com""  or  Board  of  War,  shall  produce 
their  Books,  &  render  account  of  then-  doings,  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State, 
whenever,  &  so  often  as  they  shall  be  thereunto  required.  (And  for  the  more  effectually 
carrying  into  execution  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  said  Com'""  or  Board  of  War,  K  shall 
be,  &  hereby  are  impowered  to  draw  Warrants  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  for  such 
Sums  of  monej'as  the  General  Assembly  shall  appropriate  for  that  purpose;  &  the  said 
Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same:)  The  said  Committee  or  Board  of  War,  to 
be  accountable  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  for  the  expenditure  thercof.G  And 
it  is  also 

4'h  Resolved,  That  any  five,  &  not  less,  of  said  Com">"  or  Board  of  War,  shall  be  a 
Quorum,  &  vested  with  full  powers  to  Act  in  all  Cases;  &  their  doings  shall  be  as  valid 
in  all  respects,  as  if  the  whole  were  present.  M     And  it  is  also  further 

S'.'i  Resolved,  That  a  Secretary,  &  if  need  be,  one  or  more  Clerks  to  said  Board  of  War, 
H  be  appointed  by  the  General  Astembh/  of  this  State,  with  competent  Salaries,  loho  shall,  II 
before  they  enter  on  their  respective  ofHccs,  take  &  subscribe  the  following  Oath,  or  affirm- 
ation, before  any  one  of  the  Council  of  this  State,  or  the  Chairman  of  said  Board  of  War, 
who  are  hereby  impowered  to  administer  the  same;  a  Certitieate  whereof  shall  be  liled  in 
said  Office,  viz*. 

I  —  A.  B  —  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  not  directly,  or  indirectly,  divulge 
any  matter  or  thing  which  shall  come  to  my  knowledge  as  Secretary  (or  Clerk)  I  of  the 
War-OJfice  of  the  Board  of  War  established  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts-Bav,  without 
the  leave  of  the  Board  of  War  or  by  the  direction  of  the  General  Asscmltly  of  this  State  : 
And  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  my  said  Office  according  to  the  best  of  my  sliill  & 
Judgment,  so  help  me  God  (or  this  I  aiBrm  on  the  Pains  &  Penalties  of  Perjury)  Witness 
my  hand,  this  day  of  A)  17 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Warrf.x  Spkl. 

In  Council  Octo  26.  1770.  Concurred  with  Amendments  on  the  Paper  annexed  sent 
down  for  Concurrence  John  Aveuy  Depy  Sec/ 

In  the  house  of  Represent'   Ocf.  23.  1776    Read  and  Concurred  wi'h  all  the  Amend- 
ments proposed  Save  onlv  the  Amendm'.  at  A  :*  M  --  J  Wakre.x  Spk'' 
*                            In  Council  Ocf.  29'.  1776.    Read  &  Concurr'd                         John  Aviouy    Dep>'  Sec^ 

Consented  to  "—     [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  210,  p.  424. 

The  following  are  the  amendments  referred  to  above :  — 

"  yt  at  A  dele  seve7i  &  insert  iiine.  —  At/  K,  insert  or  the  s'J  Board  shall  find  neces- 
sary. 

y    at  B  after  they  insert  or  the  major  part  of  them. 

y  At  C  insert  such  orders  to  be  signed  in  their  7ianie  bi/  the  President  of  said  Board,  or 
in  his  absence  by  the  mernher  thereof  officiating  as  President  pro  tempore. 

y     At  D  insert,  or  the  major  part  of  them 

y    At  E  insert  or  may  purchase 

y    At  F  insert  or  the  major  part  of  them. 

y  At  G  insert —  And  y"  said  Com'pe  or  ye  major  part  of  them  are  hereby  empowered 
to  take  up,  or  if  need  t)e,  impress  any  Horses  cattle  and  carriages,  and  such  other  articles 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  may  require. 

N    At  M  insert.  Provided  such  Quorum  are  all  ag.^eed. 

y  Dcje  from  H  to  II  and  insert,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  Board,  and  shall  have 
such  allowances  for  their  services  as  the  General  assembly  of  this  State  shall  order,  and 
such  Secretary  and  Clerks  shall  — 

y     At  I  dele  of  the  War-OJice."—  Ibid.,  p.  426. 

The  Board  chosen  under  these  resolves  consisted  of  James  Bovvdoin,  John  Whetcomb, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Henry  Bromrield,  Samuel  Phillips  Savage.  James  Prt«icott,  Samuel  Allyne 
Otis,  Jonathan  Jackson  and  Jonathan  Glover.  On  the  31st,  the  secretary  was  directed 
immediately  to  notify  these  gentlemen  of  their  appointment.  Nearly  a  month  later  an 
attempt  was  made  to  revise  the  commission  of  this  Board,  and  a  joint  committee,  consist- 

*  This  letter  "  A"  was  iuserted  by  a  mistake  of  the  clerk.  The  only  amendment  not  concurred 
In  wa8  at  "  M."— Ed. 

t  "  Y,"  here,  indicates  an  affirmative  vote,  In  concurrence,  and  "N,"  a  negative  vote,  —  Ed. 
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ing  of  Thomas  Cusbing,  David  Sewall  and  Francis  Dana,  of  the  Council,  and  Col.  Orne, 
Judge  Gushing  and  Mr.  Wendell,  of  the  House,  was  appointed,  "  to  report  what  amend- 
ments may  be  tliought  necessary." 

On  the  8tb  of  December,  a  resolve*  was  passed,  that,  until  the  12th  of  the  same  month, 
any  three  membets  of  the  Board  should  constitute  a  quorum,  "  Samuel  Allyne  Otis  being 
one  of  them." 

The  Board  remained  in  service  as  thus  constituted,  until  the  next  year,  when  the  com- 
mission was  revised,  upon  the  report  of  a  committee  of  conference,  consisting  of  the 
Speaker  (Mr.  Paine)  and  Messrs.  Porter,  Grccnleaf,  Davis  and  Stone,  of  the  House,  and 
Preble,  Gushing,  Gill,  Danielson  and  Edwards,  of  the  Council,  who  had  been  appointed 
after  a  failure  of  the  two  houses  to  concur  in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  House. 
The  following  resolve  t  was  accordingly  passed, —  the  Council  reconsidering  its  vote,  and 
agreeing  to  concur  in  the  amendment,  as  taken  into  a  new  draught :  — 

"July  7,  1777.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Whereas  the  present  exigencies  of 
Our  affairs,  and  the  War  We  are,  by  the  injurious  and  cruil  Conduct  of  Britain  forced 
into,  for  the  Defence  of  every  thing  dear  to  us,  make  it  necessary  that  We  should  Adopt 
the  best  Measures  for  conducting  the  War  with  the  greatest  secrecey,  dispatch  &  Oecon- 
omy. 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  nine  Persons  be  appointed  by  joint  liallot  of  both  Houses 
of  Assembly,  as  a  Committee  under  the  Title  of  a  Board  of  War;  who  shall  keep  in 
Boston,  or  such  other  place  or  places,  as  the  General  Court  may  order,  or  the  said  Board 
shall  lind  necessary,  a  public  Office  for  the  purposes  hereafter  mentioned ;  and  continue 
as  a  Committee  for  those  Purposes  untill  the  Twentieth  Day  of  June  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy  Eight,  and  untill  others  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  their  place  and  stead ;  (subject  nevertheless,  to  a  discharge  at  any  Time,  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  State) ;  Whose  business  it  shall  be,  and  they,  or  the  Major 
part  of  them,  are  hereby  impowercd  to  procui-e  or  purchase,  or  cause  to  be  procured  or 
purchased,  Provisions,  ('annon,  Arms,  Amunition,  Cloathing  aiwl  all  other  Articles  nec- 
essary for  carrying  on  the  War  by  Sea  and  Land;  for  which  purpose,  they  may  take  up, 
or  purchase,  load  &  tit  out  with  suitable  Cargoes,  such  Vessels  as  shall  appear  to  them 
proper  for  importing  such  Articles,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  be  imported  into  this 
State,  or  from  one  part  to  another  thereof.  —And  all  Articles  of  every  kind  which  they 
shall  procure  or  purchase  as  aforesaid,  they  are  hereby  impowercd  to  Lodge  or  Store  in 
such  places  as  they  shall  judge  most  safe,  &  Convenient,  and  may  from  Time  to  Time 
apply  part  thereof  to  the  purposes  within  their  Commission,  as  they  deem  necessary  for 
the  Execution  of  their  Office.—  And  the  said  Board  of  War  are  hereby  further  impow- 
ercd and  required  to  repair,  Victual,  Man,  Arm,  fit  Oute,  and  (-orapleatly  equip  for  Sea, 
all  Armed  Vessels  or  Vessels  of  War,  owned  or  Employed  by  this  State;  and  the  said 
Board  may  also  from  Time  to  Time,  command  order  and  direct  all  the  Operations  and 
Cruises  of  such  Vessels,  subject  however  to  the  Controle  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  in 
the  recess  thereof,  to  the  Council,  or  the  supreme  executive  Authority  of  this  State,  for 
the  Time  being. —  And  also  receive  this  States  proportion  of  all  the  Prizes  that  may  be 
taken  and  sent  into  port,  by  any  Armed  Vessel  or  Vessels  of  War  of  this  State,  prosecute 
the  Tryal  to  Condemnation  thereof  and  dispose  of  the  same  as  the  General  Court  shall 
hereafter  direct,  excepting  such  Articles  as  may  be  in  a  Perishing  Condition  or  may  be 
wanted  for  the  Use  of  this  State,  the  Amount  of  which  they  are  hereby  directed  to  pay 
into  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  taking  two  receipts  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  same,  One  of 
which  they  are  to  Lodge  in  the  Secretarys  Office;  And  they  are  also  impowercd  to  -sub- 
stitute Attornies  at  Law  to  Appear  in  behalf  of  this  State  at  the  aforesaid  X  ^n<i  Condem- 
nation. — 

Provided  Always  That  the  said  Board  of  War  shall  not  expend  any  other  or  greater 
sums  of  Money  in  the  Execution  of  their  Office,  than  shall  from  Time  to  Time  be 
granted  by  the  General  Assembly  for  that  Purpose,  and  when  any  sum  of  Money  so 
granted  shall  lie  appropriated  to  any  special  Purpose,  the  same  shall  not  be  otherwise  cx- 
.lendcd  —  And  the  said  Board  of  War,  shall  answer  and  obey  all  drafts  or  0/ders  for 
Articles  in  their  Possession,  which  shall  be  made  by  the  Council,  or  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Authority  of  this  State,  for  the  Time  being,  in  pursuance  of,  and  to  enable  them  effec- 
tively to  Carry  into  Execution,  the  powers  rights  and  Authorities  which  they  now  have 
vested  in  them,  or  which  may  at  any  Time  be  given  to  them  for  the  greater  safety  of  the 
Gommonwealtli.    And  it  is  further 

Resolved,  Thar,  the  Commissary  of  this  State  shall  make  such  returns  to  said  Board  of 
War,  without  delay  as  they  shall  from  Time  to  Time  require. 

And  said  Board  of  War  shall  keep  in  Books  for  that  purpose  provided,  fair  Entries  of 
all  Orders  issued  bv,  and  returns  made  to  them ;  and  also  of  all  their  proceedings ;  and  of 
all  the  Milit;n-y  and  Warlike  Stores  and  Provisions  the  Property  of  this  State  which  shall 
come  to  llicir  hands  or  I)e  under  their  Care  or  direction,  together  with  the  Places  where 
the  same  shall  be  deposited;  and  shall  make  return  thereof  unto  the  General  Asseml)ly, 
Cf)nncil  or  supreme  Executive  Authority  of  this  State,  for  the  Time  being,  when  there- 
unto lequii'cil.  — And  the  said  Board  of  War,  shall  produce  their  Books  and  render  an 
Account  of  their  doings  in  said  Office,  to  the  General  Assembly,  when  and  so  often  as 
they  shall  be  called  upon  for  that  ])urpose;  and  shall  stand  Accountable  to  the  General 
Assembly  for  the  Expenditure  of  all  Monies  by  them  received. — 

And  the  said  Board  of  War  are  hereby  impowercd  to  hire  and  if  need  be  to  impress  an.' 
Horses,  Cattle,  Teams  &  Carriages,  or  IJoats,  and  any  Articles  they  shall  need  for  cxect 
tion  of  their  business  or  Office.    And  it  is  further 

•Printed  resolves  of  the  Novcmlx^r  Hcssion,  chapter  CLXXI.  '   ' 

t  Ibid.,  May  session,  1777,  chapter  CLXXX.  t  "  Trial"  omitted. 
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Itesolved,  'I'hat  auy  five,  and  not  less,  of  said  Board  of  War,  shall  be  a  Quorum,  and 
vested  with  full  powers  to  Act  in  all  Cases,  and  their  doings  shall  be  as  valid  in  all  re- 
spects as  if  the  whole  were  present. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  That  a  Secretary,  and  if  need  be,  one  or  more  Clerks  to  said 
Board  of  War  may  be  appointed  by  them,  which  Secretary  (among  other  things)  shall 
take  an  Account  of  the  attendance  of  each  member  of  the  i3oard;  and  such  Secretary  or 
Clerks  shall  before  they  Enter  upon  their  respective  Offices,  take  the  following  Oath,  or  if 
a  Quaker  shall  Affirm  in  the  in  the  words  thereof;  which  Oath  or  Affirmation  shall  be 
Administrcd  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  War,  who  is  hereby  impowercd  to  admin- 
ister the  same,  and  a  Certificate  thereof  shall  be  filed  in  said  Office,  Viz_t 

You  A,  B,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  divulge 
anv  matter  or  thing  which  shall  come  to  your  knowledge  as  Secretary  (or  Clerk,)  of  the 
Board  of  War  eslal)Iished  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  which  said  Board  shall 
direct  to  bo  kept  Secret,  without  the  leave  of  the  Board,  of  War,  or  by  the  du-ection  of  the 
General  Assembly  ;  and  that  you  will  faithfully  execute  your  said  Office,  according  to  the 
best  of  your  Skill  and  Judgment,  so  help  you  God  (or  this  you  affirm  upon  the  pains  and 
Penalties  of  Perjury  — 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Members  of  said  Board  of  War  their  Secretary 
and  Clerks  shall  receive  such  allowance  for  their  respective  Services,  as  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  order.  In  Council  read  and  Concurred  —  Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the 
Council.''  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXVII.,  p.  162. 

Upon  the  passage  of  this  resolve  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  as  members  of 
the  Board  of  War,  by  the  votes  of  the  House  and  Council :  Samuel  Phillips  Savage,  John 
Brown,  Jonathan  Glover,  James  Prescott,  Samuel  Osgood,  George  Williams,  Samuel 
Allyne  Otis,  Thomas  Walker  and  Ellis  Gray. 

The  original  draught  of  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time  in  the  House,  June  22, 
1779.  It  authorized  the  Board  of  War  to  commence  and  prosecute  suits  at  law,  as  in  the 
act,  and  made  them  liable  to  the  suits  of  others;  but  it  contained  no  provision  for  the 
appointment  of  agents  and  attorneys,  or  for  proving  the  agents'  authority  or  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  process,  in  actions  brought  against  the  Board,  should  be  served.  In  the 
Council,  on  the  24th,  the  bill  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed  as  taken  into  a  new 
draught;  in  which  form,  on  the  same  day  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  9.  A  resolve  was  prepared,  to  be  offered  to  the  House,  in  February,  1778,  against 
the  enlistment  in  privateers  or  merchantmen,  of  deserters  from  the  Continental  Army  or 
Navy,  or  from  the  land  service  or  marine  service  of  this  state,  and  providing  stringent 
measures,  extending  to  the  forfeiture  off  the  vessel  and  its  apparel,  to  prevent  the  clearance 
of  any  vessel  with  deserters  on  board.  No  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  on  this 
resolve;  but  on  the  6th  of  January,  the  next  year,  a  message  from  the  Council  contained 
this  passage :  — 

"  Another  thing  wo  cannot  omit  mentioning  for  your  Consideration,  is  the  taking  some 
effectual  Measures  to  prevent  the  Owners  of  private  Ships  of  War  and  Merchant-Men 
from  seducing  Seamen  away  that  are  engaged  in  the  public  Service,  either  in  the  Vessels 
fixed  out  by  the  Continent  or  any  of  the  United  States  :  We  shall  never  be  able  to  appear 
respectable  at  Sea  unless  proper  Encouragement  is  given  to  the  Vessels  fitted  out  by  the 
Public,  their  Commanders  must  have  the  Aid  of  Government  in  manning  their  Vessels,  or 
they  will  lie  by  the  Walls  and  so  be  of  little  or  no  Service;  and  it  might  have  a  happy 
Effect,  if  in  this  Law  they  were  likewise  prohibited  from  tempting  away  any  Foreigners 
belonging  to  any  Vessels  in  the  Service  of  any  Nation  that  is  now  or  may  hereafter  be  in 
Alliance  with  the  United  States." —  House  Journal,  p.  87. 

This  message  was  immediately  committed  to  Messrs.  Gorham,  Lowell,  Sumner,  Wash- 
burn and  Wood,  who  reported  on  the  8th,  when  tliis  clause  of  the  message  was  specially 
referred  to  Messrs.  Gray,  Dawes  and  Frazier.  On  the  2l}th,  this  committee  was  changed, 
by  the  substitution  of  Messrs.  Barrell  and  Cross,  for  Messrs.  Gray  and  Dawes,  excused. 
No  report, of  this  committee  has  been  found,  but  at  the  next  session  the  following  pro- 
ceedings were  had,  indicating  the  need  of  some  statutory  provision  applicable  to  such 
cases  of  desertion  :  — 

"  Castle  Island  March  27  1779 

The  Honorable  Council  Gentlemen  I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Honors  that  there 
is  on  board  the  Providence  Frigate,  the  following  men,  Conrad  Kramer,  Richard  Meridith, 
John  Tuckcrman,  Spencer  Voce,  John  Barker,  Thomas  Greenway,  Jeremiah  Blanchard, 
Ebenezer  HoUis,  Pcleg  Hearsey,  and  several  Germans,  whose  names  my  informant  did 
not  know,  who  are  Deserters  from  the  State  Regiment  of  Artillery. 

This  intelligence  I  have  from  Tho'  Acheson,  a  Bombardier;  He  says  he  went  on  board 
the  Providence  to  see  a  Friend,  and  because  He  would  not  enter,  they  kept  him  several 
days,  altho  lie  told  them.  He  belonged  to  the  State  Regiof  Artillery;  at  last,  by  the 
intercession  of  his  Wife,  he  got  ashore.  He  says  that  Meridith,  is  kept  on  board,  for  the 
same  reason,  that  they  often  strike,  and  abuse  him,  because  he  will  not  Enter,  He  say 
Meridith  went  on  Board  to  gic  some  money,  that  was  due  to  him;  and  they  charge  Him 
with  being  a  Spy. 

There  is  another  Deserter,  on  Board  the  Boston  Frigate,  William  Bailey,  He  has  been 
frequently  seen  by  our  Boat-men,  in  passing  the  Ship.    I  lay  these  matters  before  your 
Honors,  hoping  something  may  be  done,  to  put  an  effectual  stop,  to  such  proceedings. 
For  it  is  in  vain  for  us  to  Recrute  men,  if  the  marine  officers,  may  take  them  from  us. 
Your  obeident  IIum«  Servant 

Paul  ReverkL'  Col  Av."  —  Mass.  Archives, 

9oi.m,p.2n. 
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"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    Council  Chamber  March  29  1779. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  rejorosent  to  this  Board  by  Lie  Col",  llevcio  that  there  is  now  on 
board  the  Continental  Frigates  riovidciice  &  Boston  Conrad  Kramer,  Riehard  Meriditli 
John  Tuckerman  Spencer  Voce  John  Barker,  Thomas  Greenway  Jeremiah  Blanchard, 

Ebcnezer  Hollis  Peleg  Hear.-ey,  John  Adams  William  Reinwaicr Knowiton  Tho". 

Nichols  \V'»  Bailey  &  Sundry  Germans  not  named  all  whieh  men  belong  to  the  Regi- 
ment of  train  raised  by  tills  State  Therefore  Ordered  that  Abraham  Whipple  &  Samuel 
Tncker  Esq""  Commanders  of  the  Continental  Frigates  Providence  &  Boston  now  in  this 
Harbour  be  and  they  hereby  arc  directed  Immediately  on  sight  liercof  to  deliver  Conrad 
Kramer  Richard  Meridith,  John  Tuckerman  Spencer  Voce  John  Barker  Tho".  Greenway 
Jeremiah  Blanchard  Ebenezcr  ITollis  I'eleg  Hearsoy  John  Adams  W"'  Bailey  William 

Reinwater Knowlton  Tho^  Nichols  and  all  others  on  board  said  Ships  whirh  belong 

to  the  Regim't  of  State  train  to  Lie'  Col".  Paul  Revere  Commanding  officer  of  the  s''  Regi- 
ment or  to  such  officer  as  he  shall  iippoint  to  Receive  them  And  Lie'  Cohaicl  Revere  is 
Iiereby  directed  not  to  permit  Either  of  the  aforesaid  Ships  to  pass  the  Castle  untill  the 
Commanders  of  the  Ships  aforesaid  have  delivered  the  men  aforesaid  as  above  directed  — 
and  Said  Revere  is  hereby  directed  to  stop  the  Continental  Bounties  paid  Said  men  out  of 
their  Wages  &  pay  the  same  to  the  Hon'.  Navy  Board  taking  their  t.'cceipts  for  y"  same 

Attest  Jno   Avrky    D  Sec'''  "—  Ibid.',  p.  210. 

"Sir,  Upon  the  information  of  M\  Henly  that  a  soldier  in  Col.  llenly's  Regm'.  lias 
enlisted  on  board  the  Providence  frigate,  and  is  witheld  from  him,  by  the  Arts  of  the 
Officers  or  Seamen  on  board  —  It  is  Gen.  Gates's  request  that.  Council  would  issue  an  order 
for  his  restoration ;  —  this  step  may  probably  prevent  such  a  practice  hereafter,  a  practice 
M'hich  must  certainly  distress  both  services  if  connived  at  by  the  Officers  of  either. 
By  the  Generals  command.  John  Armstrong  ju    AD  Camp  &  Ad'   Gen.  E  D* 

(lonh^  Presd'.  of  Council.  Head  Qur's  291U'  March  1779. 

In  Council  Aiarch  29,  }779  Read  &  Ordered  that  the  Secretary  he  and  he  hereby  is 
dh-ectcd  to  transmit  a  Copy  of  this  Information  to  the  Hon'hie  Navy  Board  —  that  the.y 
may  make  due  Enquiry  into  this  Affair  &  give  the  necessary  Orders  for  the  Liberation  of 
said  Soldier. —  Attest        Jx".  Avery    D  Se^." — Ibid.,  p.'2\2. 

In  the  fu'st  session  of  the  next  Assembly,  the  subject  of  preventing  the  enlistment,  in 
any  aiTucd  vessel,  of  deserters  from  the  Continental  Army,  or  of  soldiers  in  the  service  and 
pay  of  this  state,  and  the  concealing  of  such  deserters,  for  this  jiui-pose,  was  introduced  in 
a  series  of  resolves  brought  down  from  the  Council.  These  were  read  in  the  House,  and 
committed  to  Messrs.  Wales,  Walley  and  Dawes,  who  reported  them  in  a  new  draught. 
This  draught  having  been  read,  it  was  ordered  that  Messrs.  Tudor,  Warren  and  Gerrish, 
be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time  on  the  fifteenth  of  June.  On  the  26th,  it 
was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  irp  for  concurrence,  and  on  tho  29th,  it  was  passed  to 
be  enac'ed. 

The  resolves  above  mentioned  contained,  substantially,  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  — 
the  most  important  difference  being  the  authority  given  to  the  Board  of  War,  in  section 
five,  which  was  omitted  in  the  resolve. 

Several  amendments  to  the  original  bill  were  proposed  by  the  Council,  chiefly  to  fix  the 
amount  of  the  fines  named  in  sections  two  and  three,  and  to  change  the  provision  for  the 
recovery  of  these  fines  (which,  as  section  three  was  originally  drawn,  was  by  action  of 
debt) ;  also  to  insert  the  clause  relative  to  the  Board  of  War,  in  the  fifth  section.  As  to 
the  fii'st  of  these,  the  House  voted  to  adhere  to  its  own  vote,  but  on  the  last  two  voted  to 
concur  with  the  Council. 

Tlie  officers  of  the  thiixl  and  fourth  Massachusetts  brigades  in  the  Continental  Army, 
through  a  committee  aiipointed  for  that  purpose,  presented  to  the  General  Court,  with  the 
leave  of  the  commander-in-chief,  a  memorial  in  which,  anumg  other  ihings,  they  recom- 
mended the  Inying  of  heavy  fines  on  all  persons  harboring  or  concealing  deserters,  or  car- 
rying them  off  on  armed  vessels,  whether  public  or  private ;  and  on  towns  neglecting  to 
secm'c  deserters  and  to  return  them  into  camp,  under  guard,  at  the  expense  of  such  towns. 
This  memorial  was  read  Oct.  6,  1779,  and  immediately  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Nichols,  Brooksand  Warren,  of  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Gill  and  Gardner, 
of  the  Council ;  upon  which  the  following  proceedings  ensued :  — 

"  The  Committee  of  lioth  Houses  Appointed  upon  the  within  Application  of  Col"  Thomas 
Marshall  in  behalf  of  himself,  and  the  rest  of  the  Officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Brigades 
in  the  Continental  Army;  have  attended  that  Service  Hear'}.  Col".  Tupper  upon  the  Sub- 
ject Iieg  leave  to  rejiort  as  their  Unanimous  Opinion  that  the  Secretary  lie  directed  to  Pub- 
lish in  all  the  Boston  Thurdays  News  Papers,  and  in  the  Worcester  News  I'aper  three  , 
weeks  successively  for  the  Benifit  of  the  Public  An  Act  to  Prevent  Deserters  from  the 
American  Troops  entering  on  board  ships  of  warr,  P8ss<^  29  June  last,  and  that  the  Con- 
sideration of  the  remaining  Part  of  said  Application  be  refer'  to  the  Next  sitting  of  the 
General  Assembly  — 

The  Committee  further  report  that  a  Coppy  of  the  aforesaid  Act  be  Transmitted  to 
General  Washington  and  to  General  Gates  to  the  end  that  if  they  see  fit  the  Same  may  be 
Communicated  to  the  Army  in  General  Orders  or  Otherwise 

Which  is  Submitted  Moses  Gill  <^  order 

In  Council  Oof.  §'.>»  1779    Read  &  Accepted    Sent  down  for  Conctirrcnce 

John  Aveiiy    D  Se^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct.  8t.h  1779    Read  &  Concurrd 

John  Hancock    Spk' 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  vol.  224,  p.  382. 
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The  following  resolve  *  seems  appropriately  inserted  here :  — 

"In  the  House  of  Represontiitives  Novr.23<i  1779 

Whereas  Ijy  an  xlct  of  this  State  passed  in  the  present  year  entitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent 
Deserters  from  the  American  Troops  entering  on  board  ships  of  war,'  it  is,  tsmong  other 
thhigs  enacted,  '  That  any  non  commissioned  ofBccr  or  private  soldier  belonging  to  the 
Continental  army,  or  the  troops  in  the  service  &  pay  of  this  State,  who  shall  desert  & 
enter  on  board  any  armed  ship  or  vessell  of  war  &  proceed  on  a  cruize,  &  shall  assist  in 
capturing  any  vessel!  or  vessells,  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes,  which  may  hereafter  be 
condemned  as  prizes,  shall  forfeit  all  his  right  &  title  to  the  same;  &  all  share  of  any  such 
prizes  or  dividends  of  prize-goods,  which  he  might  otherwise  be  entitled  to  shall  enure  & 
accrue  to  the  use  of  this  State;'  And  as  by  said  Act  no  Reward  is  offered  for  the  Dis- 
covery of  such  Deserters,  therefore  Resolved  that  one  Moiety  of  all  Dividends  of  Prize 
Goods  &  shares  of  Prize  Money  which  any  such  Deserter  might  otherwise  be  intitled  to, 
shall  enure  &  accrue  to  the  Person  or  Persons  who  shall  inform  against  &  secure  such 
Deserter  so  as  he  shall  be  returned  to  the  Corps  he  l)eIonged  to  at  the  Time  of  his  Deser- 
tion ;  the  other  Moiety  to  accrue  to  the  Use  of  the  si,  State ;  any  Law,  Usage  or  Custom 
to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding  — 

And  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  cause  this  Resolve  to  be  published  in  the  several  Bos- 
ton News-Papers  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk"" 

In  Council  Nov.  23<1  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert  D   Sey 

Consented  to  "  —[Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  225,  p.  49. 

Chap.  10.  "  Resolved,  That  Congress,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  they  appoint  to 
hear  and  determine  appeals  from  the  courts  of  admiralty  have  necessarily  the  power  to 
examine  as  well  into  decisions  on  facts  as  decisions  on  the  law,  and  to  decree  finally  there- 
on, and  that  no  finding  of  a  jury  in  any  court  of  admiralty  or  court  for  determining  the 
legality  of  captures  on  the  high  seas  can  or  ought  to  destroy  the  right  of  appeal  and  the 
re-examination  of  the  facts  reserved  to  Congress : 

That  no  act  of  any  one  state  can  or  ought  to  destroy  the  right  of  appeals  to  Congress  in 
the  sense  above  declared  : 

That  Congress  is  by  these  United  States  invested  with  the  supreme  sovereign  power  of 
war  and  peace : 

That  the  power  of  executing  the  law  of  nations  is  essential  to  the  sovereign  supreme 
power  of  war  and  peace : 

That  the  legality  of  all  captures  on  the  high  seas  must  be  determined  by  the  law  of 
nations : 

That  the  authority  nltimately  and  finally  to  decide  on  all  matters  and  questions  touch- 
ing the  law  of  nations,  does  reside  and  is  vested  in  the  sovereign  supreme  power  of  war 
and  peace : 

That  a  controul  by  appeal  is  necessary,  in  order  to  compel  a  just  and  uniform  execution 
of  the  law  of  nations : 

That  the  said  controul  must  extend  as  well  over  the  decisions  of  juries  as  judges  in 
courts  for  determining  the  legality  of  captures  on  the  sea;  otherwise  the  juries  would  be 
possessed  of  the  ultimate  supreme  power  of  executing  the  law  of  nations  in  all  cases  of 
captures,  and  might  at  any  time  exercise  the  same  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  a  possi- 
bility of  being  controuled ;  a  construction  which  involves  many  inconveniencies  and  ab- 
surdities, destroys  an  essential  part  of  the  power  of  war  and  peace  entrusted  to  Con.;rcss, 
and  would  disable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  giving  satisfaction  to  furcigil 
nations  complaining  of  a  violation  of  neutralities,  of  treaties  or  other  breaches  of  the  law 
of  nations,  and  would  enable  a  jury  in  any  one  state  to  i'.ivolve  the  United  States  in  hos- 
tilities ;  a  construction  which  for  these  and  many  other  reasons  is  inadmissible : 

That  this  power  of  controuling  by  appeal  the  several  admiralty  jurisdictions  of  the 
states,  has  hitherto  been  exercised  by  Congress  by  the  medium  of  a  committee  of  their 
own  members."  —  Journals  of  Congress :  Mar.  6,  1779. 

"  liesolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  Congress  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  March  last,  rela- 
tive to  the  controul  of  Congress  by  appeafin  the  last  resort  overall  jurisdictions  for  decid- 
ing the  legality  of  captures  on  the  high  seas,  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  several 
states;  and  that  they  be  respectively  "requested  to  take  effectual  measures  for  conforming 
therewith."  —  Ibid.,   Mai/  22, 1779. 

The  foregoing  resolves  having  been  transmitted  by  John  Jay,  President  of  Congress, 
with  his  letter  dated  May  25th  (erroneously  given  as  the  24th,  in  the  record),  to  Jere- 
miah Powell  President  of  the  Council,  were  probably  read  in  the  Council  on  the  fourth  of 
June,  since  the  House  Journals  show  that  they  were  brought  down  that  day,  although 
neither  the  minutes  nor  the  records  of  the  Council  give  the  date  of  their  reception,  or  of 
any  vote  thereon  until  June  5th,  when  that  Board  joined  with  the  House  in  referring  them 
to  "a  committee.  This  comiHittce  consisted  of  Messrs.  Warren,  Pickering  and  Gorham,  of 
the  House,  and  Thomas  Cushing  and  Nathan  Cushing,  of  the  Council. 

By  the  29th  of  June  the  bill  of  this  chapter  had  been  reported  to  the  Council,  and  read 
twi(-e,  whereupon  the  Council  ordered  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to 
the  next  session  of  the  Assembly,  and,  on  the  same  day,  sent  it  down  to  the  House,  for 
concurrence.  The  House  immediately  voted  a  nonconcurrence,  and  returned  it  to  the 
Council,  who  reconsidered  their  vote,  and  passed  it  to  be  engrossed.  On  the  30th,  the  bill 
was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  by  both  branches,  in  concurrence,  and  was  enacted  the  same 
day. 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LXVIII. 
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Chap.  12.    The  fDllowinfr  are  the  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  making  the 

"  recommendation  "  referred  to  in  the  preamble  of  this  chapter :  — 
"  Resohed,  That  these  United  States  be  c<alled  upon,  in  addition  to  the  snm  required  by 

a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  second  of  January  last,  for  their  respective  quotas  of 

forty-five  millions  of  dolhirs,  to  be  paid  into  the  continental  treasury  before  the  lirst  day 

of  January  next,  in  the  proportion  following: 
New-HJmpshirc,    .        .        .        1,500,000    Pennsylvania,         .        .        .       5,700,000 

Massachusetts-Bay,        .        .       6,000,000    Delaware 450,000 

Rhode-Island,         .        .        .  750,000    Maryland,       ....       4,680,000 

Connecticut,    ....       5,100,000    Virginia,  ....       7,200,000 

New-York,      ....       2,400,000    North-Carolina,      .        .        .       3,270,000 
New-Jersey,    ....       2,400,000    South-Carolina,      .        .        .       5,550,000 


45,000,000 

Georgia  being  invaded  is  hereafter  to  raise  her  proportion. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  several  sums,  or  any  greater  sums,  which  shall  be  paid  by  any 
of  tlie  states  into  the  continental  treasury,  shall  be  passed  to  their  respective  credits  on 
interest,  on  the  same  terms  as  are  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  passed  the 
22d  iif  November,  1777." — Journals  of  Congress:  May  21,  1779. 

"It  apjioared  proper  to  us  to  fix  the  first  day  of  next  January  for  the  priyment  of  the 
whole;  but  as  it  is  probable  that  some  states,  if  not  all,  will  raise  part  of  the  sums  by 
instnllments  or  otherwise  before  that  time,  we  recommend  in  the  strongest  manner  the 
paying  as  much  as  can  be  collected  as  soon  as  possible  into  the  continental  treasury."  — 
Extract  from  Address  of  Congress  "to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,"  8tc. :  ibid.. 
May  2Q;  1779. 

A  copy  of  the  above  resolves  was  communicated  by  John  Jay,  President  of  the  Con- 
gress. The  letter  accompanying  this  copy  was  dated  May  22, 1779,  and  both  papers  were 
brought  down  to  the  House  on  the  fourth  of  June,  when  a  day  was  assigned  for  taking 
them'into  consideration.  On  the  9lh,  after  a  proposition  to  raise  three  millions  of  pounds, 
by  a  tax,  had  l)een  voted  down,  a  motion  that  the  sum  of  two  millions  eight  hundred 
thousand  pounds  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  "by  sixty-one 
members  out  of  one  hundred  and  three." 

A  committee  to  prepare  a  tax  bill  had  already  been  appointed  on  the  first  day  of  the 
month,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Bowman,  Osgood,  Frazier,  Ely  and  Gerrish.  On  the  10th, 
this  committee  was  changed  by  the  substitiition  of  Messrs.  Hunt,  Choate,  and  Phillips  of 
Andover,  for  Messrs.  Bowman,  Frazier  and  Gerrish,  and  on  the  same  day  it  was  moved 
that  this  committee  "  examine  the  three  last  tax  acts,  and  compare  the  sums  set  on  the 
several  towns  therein,  with  the  sums  which  would  be  set  on  them  agreeably  to  the  present 
valuation,  and  adjust  the  tax  bill  now  to  be  brought  in,  accordingly."  This  motion  was 
lost  by  a  vote  of  thirty-eight  to  forty-three. 

On  the  16tb.  a  bill  for  apportioning  and  assessing  £2,800,000,  for  defraying  public 
charges,  and£32,048,  8s.  6d.,  to  be  paid  the  representatives,  was  read  a  first  time.  On  the 
17th,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  thel9th,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  to  be 
engrossed,  and  was  sent  up  for  concurrence,  after  a  motion  for  an  .abatement  of  the  sum 
laid  upon  Suffolk  County  in  the  last  valuation,  had  been  voted  down,  and  after  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  one  member  "from  each  county  present,"  had  been  appointed,  "to 
compare  the  sums  set  on  the  several  towns,  in  the  three  last  tax  acts,  with  what  would  be 
their  proportion  according  to  the  valuation  settled  the  last  session,  and  report  what  sums 
appear  on  such  examination  to  be  due  to  and  from  each  tovvn,  agreeable  t(»  the  clauses,  in 
said  acts,  for  adjusting  the  same  on  the  said  valuation." 

On  the  22d,  the  House  sent  a  message  to  the  Council,  requesting  them  to  send  down 
the  bill,  if  they  had  not  passed  it;  whereupon  it  was  brought  down.  The  committee 
ap;iointed,  on  the  19th,  to  compare  the  former  tax  acts,  now  reported,  and,  the  sum  set  by 
them  against  the  town  of  Charlestown  having  been  struck  out,  on  motion,  an  attempt  to 
postpone  further  action  upon  the  report  until  the  next  session  was  defeated  by  the  cast- 
ing vote  of  the  speaker,  and,  after  a  contest,  was  accepted,  and  the  same  committee 
(changed  only  by  the  substitution  of  Mr.  Walley  for  Col.  Dawes)  was  ordered  "to 
introduce  "  this  report  into  the  tax  bill. 

On  the  25th,  the  committee  on  the  tax  liill  again  reported,  "  and,  after  deb.ate  thereon," 
the  House  "  passed  the  addition,  reported,  by  a  majority  of  iwenty-nine  out  of  fift3'-five." 
On  the  next  day,  the  bill,  with  its  title  changed  to  the  title  of  this  chaptei',  was  passed  in 
the  Council,  to  be  engrossed,  in  concurrence,  and,  on  the  28th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted 
by  both  branches. 

The  bill  shows  that  every  page  was  redrawn,  down  to  the  twelfth  line  of  the  second 
section,  and  that  many  alterations  were  made  in  the  subsequent  i)arts  of  the  bill.  The 
last  amendment  adopted  appears  to  have  been  on  the  i)ropasition  of  the  Council,  on  the 
29th,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  to  be"  in  one  of  the  columns.  This  was  agreed  to;  but  a 
resolve  ofiered  in  the  House,  on  the  same  day,  Ibr  deducting  £2,840  10*.  5d.  from  the 
sum  set  on  the  town  of  Falmouth,  although  passed  l)y  the  House,  was  not  concurred  in 
by  the  Council. 

To  expedite  the  collection  of  this  tax,  the  following  resolve*  was  passed:  — 
"In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  30  1779  — 

Whereas  the  IlonW?  the  Congress  of  the  united  States  in  their  late  most  seasonable  & 
important  Address  have  'recommended  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  paying  as  ranch  as 
can  be  collected  (of  the  tax  of  forty-five  millions  of  dollars)  as  soon  as  possible  into  the 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  aesaioD,  chapter  CCXZXIII. 
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Continental  Treasury,'  and  from  the  sood  disposition  tliat  has  taken  place,  high  expecta- 
tions are  entertained  of  the  exertions  that  wiil  be  made  to  comply  with  tiiis  reeomnienda- 
tion.  —  Resolved  —  That,  for  the  encouragement  of  Collectors  to  spare  no  jiains  On  their 
part,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each  Collector,  in  adltic^n  to  any  recompcncc  he  shall 
receive  from  the  town  to  which  he  belongs,  One  half  p£.Ccnt  on  all  money  he  shall  bring 
into  the  Treasury  of  this  State;  upon  the  tax  issued  in  the  present  setting  of  the  general 
Assembly  before  the  tenth  day  of  Septeml)er  next,  provided  such  Collector  shall  have 
first  corapleated  the  payment  of  all  other  State  taxes  committed  to  him  to  collect :  —  And 
those  who  bring  the  largest  proportion  of  the  said  tax  soonest,  will  lie  considcrd  as  mer- 
iting most  of  their  Country.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk'' 

In  Council  June  30'.  1779  Read  &  Concurred  t  John  Aveuy  DSey 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  — Mans.  Archives,  vol.  223,  p.  407. 

Petitions  for  relief,  and  remonstrances  against  the  inequality  of  valuations  and  assess- 
ments, were  this  year  presented  to  the  General  Court,  from  towns  widely  separated.  Upon 
a  rcpresentatinu  from  the  town  of  Foxborough  that  the  adjoining  towns  of  Wrentham, 
Stoughton,  Stoughtonham  and  Walpole,  from  which  FoxboroughVas  set  otf,  had  been 
overrated  before  the  separation,  and  an  abatement,  of  which  Foxborough  was  entitled  to 
a  portion,  had  been  made  to  the  towns  of  Wrentham  and  Walpole,  a  resolve  was  reported 
by  a  committee  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  ordering  the  four  towns  above 
named  to  pay  over  to  Foxborough  its  just  proportion  of  the  sum  abated.  This  resolve 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tiles*  —  possibly  on  account  of  a  manifest  error  in  the  com- 
mittee's report,  by  which  the  sum  abated  to  the  town  of  Hull,  was  mistaken  for  the  much 
larger  amount  abated  to  Walpole. 

The  town  of  Gloucester  sent  in  a  memorial,  approved  at  a  town  meeting  held  August 
17th  ;  but  as  the  memorialists  were  granted  relief  from  the  operation  of  both  this  and  the 
second  tax  act  of  this  year,  the  memorial  and  the  proceedings  thereon  are  given  in  the 
note  to  the  latter  act :  chapter  30,  post. 

The  town  of  Worcester,  at  a  town  meeting  held  Nov.  15,  1779,  directed  their  selectmen 
to  present  a  memorial  and  remonstrance  to  the  General  Assembly  to  obtain  relief  from 
the  excessive  tax  imposed  upon  them  by  this  chapter,  and  to  secure  more  equal  taxation 
for  the  future.  The  remonstrance  and  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
November  19th,  are  as  follows :  — 

"  To  the  Iionoral>le  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  ye  Massachusetts  Bay — 

The  Memorial  &  Remonstrance  of  the  Town  of  Worcester  Humblj'  Slieweth 

That  your  Remonstrants  Apprehend  that  the  Proportion  of  Taxes  set  &  afBxed  to  & 
for  the  Town  of  Worcester  is  Manifestly  unequal,  &  that  their  Burden,  if  continued  on 
the  Same  Scale  of  proportion  must  be  insupportably  Great. 

That  The  Numl)ers  of  Rateable  Polls  &  Estates  in  the  Town  of  Worcester  are  far  less 
than  in  many  other  of  their  Neighboring  Towns  whose  Taxes  are  palpai)ly  inferior  in 
proportion  to  the  Tax  of  the  Town  of  Worcester  last  set  upon  them  —  Several  Towns 
whose  Number  of  Polls  &  Quantum  of  Real  &  &  personal  Property,  in  any  of  them. 
Exceed  the  Town  of  Worcester  nearly  one  third,  are  not  Taxed  So  much  as  the  Town  of 
Worcester  That  your  Remonstrants  apprehend  their  Tax  Rather  a  punishment  than  a 
Rateable  Proportion  of  the  public  burden  —  That  they  Conceive  that  they  may  without 
vanity,  assure  the  Court  they  have  never  Been  deficient  in  furnishing  their  full  Quota  of 
men  or  money  —  &  for  Two  years  last  past,  they  apprehend,  much  More  than  their  Pro- 
portion of  Soidierey  &  Soldiers  Cloathing  — 

That  your  Memorialists  are  informed,  that  it  has  been  held  up  to  veiw  &  Suggested  to 
the  (^ourt  that  they  Neglected  to  present  a  valuation  of  their  Property  to  the  General 
Assembly  A.  D.  1778,  Choosing  Rather  to  Conceal  their  Property  lest  their  Real  abilities 
Should  be  Known  &  their  Taxes  Augmented  —  Your  Memorialists  &  Remonstrants  Repro- 
bate the  Idea  —  They  despise  the  Suggestion — The  almost  uninterrupted  usage  of  the 
"Town  of  Worcester  has  been  to  Constitute  their  Select  men  their  assessors  —  That  at  the 
Time  of  their  appointment  their  then  future  Burdens  were  not  foreseen  —  Their  Selectmen 
were  under  frequent  Orders  of  Council,  &  of  the  General  assembly  to  procure  Teams  for 
Conductors  —  to  procure  &  pay  Bounties  &  Mileage  to  their  Soldiery  to  procure  Cloath- 
ing for  their  Complement  of  Soldiery  —  by  which  means  an  attention  to  all  the  Requisi- 
tions [off]  Government  wa£  entirely  impracticable  —  Besides  it  was  presumed  that  the 
Contest  between  thQ  Town  of  Worcester  &  the  Now  Town  of  Ward  must  have  left 
Such  Impressions  on  the  minds  of  the  Court,  that  the  Memory  of  the  Extent  of  the  Num- 
bers property  &  abilities  of  the  Town  of  Worcester  must  be  fresh  in  the  mind  of  the 
Court  on  Recollection — From  thence  it  must  appear  that  the  Town  of  Worcester  is 
diminished  in  property  &  Numbers  &  their  Burden  Notwithstanding  increased  — 

Your  Remonstrants  have  it  in  Proof  that  their  greivanecs  in  this  Respec^t  are  Such  that 
to  pass  over  them  would  argue  the  Greatest  Insensibility  —  The  Number  of  Rateable 
polls  in  the  Town  of  Worcester  in  the  year  1778,  belonging  to  Said  Town  was  357  —  08  (;f 
them  JMinors  or  Servants  —  30,  Single  polls  —  Only  19  Rateable  Estates,  without  ixdls  — 
Half  of  the  Estates  last  mentioned  Scarce  Noticeable  enough  to  be  put  in  the  List  of 
valuation  your  Remonstrants  have  Received  Information  y'  One  Reason  of  the  Augmen- 
tation of  the  Tax  on  Wijrcester,  was  the  opulence  of  the  Trading  Interest  there —  What- 
ever is  the  Real  Wealth  of  the  Trading  Interest  here  Your  Remonstrants  can  only  Say 
that  their  Invoice  of  Estate  under  oath  denote  their  Estates  not  to  be  of  the  first  magni- 
tade  —  very  dilferent. ! !  —  Your  Remonstrants  are  Ready  with  alacrity  &  Alertness  to 
assess  &  pay  their  Just  &  proportional  Quantum  of  State  Taxes  &  to  Comply  with  ^ 
obey  the  Requisitions,  orders  &  Injunctions  of  this  Honorable  Court  in  every  possible  & 

♦  June  26,  1779.  t  Manuscript  uiutilutid. 
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Rational  Case  —  But  tliey  liave  Such  a  Demonstrative  Conviction  of  the  Great  Inequality 
of  the  Present  Scale  of  Proportion,  that  tliey  cannot  in  Conscience  &  in  Justice  to  them- 
selves &  their  Families,  proceed  to  assess  or  pay  any  farther  Taxes,  on  the  Same  Scale  of 
valuation.  At  le:ist,  untill  a  Determination  of  this  Honorable  Court  Shall  be  had  on  the 
Merits  of  this  Memorial  &  Remonstrance  — 

Your  Memorialists  therefore.  Humbly  pray,  that  a  Just  proportion  of  the  Last  Tax 
maybe  al>ate(l  &  Refunded  — &  that  their  Taxes  may  be,  in  future,  in  a  Direct  &  Just 
proportion  to  their  Numbers  &  Property.  And  in  Such  Method  as  to  the  Honorable 
Court,  in  their  Wisdom,  Shall  Seem  most  Equitable,  &  your  Memorialists  &  Remon- 
strants as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray  — 

In  the  Name  &  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Worcester 

William  Stearns  ]  Selectmen 
David  Bigelow  J  selectmen 
Robert  Smith  |  ttt         !     »      n.-j 

Nathaniel  Brooks     Worcester."- /6»rf., 
tol.  185,  JO.  418. 

"  The  Committee  appointed  upon  the  Memorial  &  Remonstrance  from  the  Town  of 
Worcester  in  the  County  of  Worcester  take  leave  to  Report. 

'  That  the  proportion  "of  taxes  set  and  affixed  to,  and  for  the  Town  of  Worcester  is  mani- 
fcstlv  uncfpial.  and  that  said  tax  i5  rather  a  punishment  than  a  rateable  proportion  of  the 
public  burden 'as  represented  by  said  Remonstrance  do  not  appear  to  the  Committee  a 
candid  representation. 

First.  Because,  the  Town  of  Worcester  did  not  send  into  the  Secretary's  Office  a 
Valuation  of  their  rateable  estate  and  property  agreable  to  the  Resolution  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  20th  of  June*  1778  for  said  purpose." 

Second.  Because,  the  Committee  on  the  Valuation  did  not  enter  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  Town  of  Worcester,  until  they  had  proceeded  upon  all  the  Towns  in  the  County, 
not  knowing  but  that  the  said  Town  would  before  the  close  of  the  Valuation,  send  theirs 
in,  and  therebv  have  suffleient  light  to  proceed  upon. 

Third.  Because,  when  said  Committee  had  no  other  way  to  finish,  than  to  doom  said 
Town ;  they  proceeded  to  refer  the  value  of  said  Town  to  several  members  of  the  County, 
to  compare  a  number  of  Towns  with  said  Town,  and  that  after  such  comparative  view, 
instead  of  punishing  for  not  adhering  to  the  Resolution  aforesaid,  it  was  the  general 
oppinion  tlvit  Worcester  considers  some  peculiar  advantages  stood  as  low  as  other  Towns 
in  the  County. 

Fourth.  IBecausc,  a  Sub  Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  what  proportion  was 
taken  off  in  the  'i'owu  of  Ward,  before  said  Town  of  Worcester  was  doom'd  —  And  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  Town  of  Worcester  did  not  suffer  for  neglecting  to 
send  in  their  valuation. 

That  the  Town  of  Worcester  has  furnished  their  Quota  of  men  &  money  is  not  dispiited, 
neither  their  future  alacrity  and  alertness  in  serving  the  cause  of  their  Country  on  any 
future  Occassion  apiirehended. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  they  have  not  at  present  sufficient 
light  to  grant  Relief  to  the  Town  of  Worcester,  But  would  further  report  as  their  opinion, 
that  a  Resolve  pass,  giving  leave  to  the  select  men  (who  are  the  Assessors)  of  the  Town 
of  Worcester  to  send  in  a  True  and  perfect  list  upon  oath,  of  all  the  rateable  property  of 
said  Town  according  to  their  best  judgement  at  the  Time  the  Resolution  above  refer'd  to 
required;  and  that  said  valuation  be  considered  upon  the  same  scale  that  others  were. 
And  if  it  should  appear  said  Town  was  doom'd  too  high ;  then  the  abatement  pray'd  for 
might  take  place.  All  which  is  humbly  submitted 

Tho^  Dawes  p""  Ordcv." —  Ibid.,  p.  420. 

The  inhabitants  of  Charlemont  presented  a  petition  in  which  they  represented  that  the 
sum  of  £586  14s.  4rf.  3q.,  which,  in  this  chapter,  was  added  to  the  assessment  on  that 
town,  to  make  up  for  former  deficiencies,  was  disproportionately  large,  —  no  account 
having  been  made  of  the  setting  off  of  territory,  either  in  estimating  their  proportion  of 
the  tax,  or  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  them  on  account  of  arrearages;  that  the  town  com- 
prised hut  about  sixty  families,  most  of  which  were  but  just  able  to  support  themselves  if 
not  taxed  ;  that  the  people  were  generally  poor,  settled  upon  new  farms  remote  from  any 
market  "  for  the  sale  of  their  effects  ",  and  that  they  were  so  frequently  called  into  the  mili- 
tary service  as  to  he  unable  to  clear  land  more  than  sufficient  for  the  production  of  crops  to 
supply  their  own  needs;  that  they  had  raised  their  full  quota  of  men  for  the  Continental 
Army,  and  answered  all  calls  upon  the  militia,  and,  upon  alarms,  had  turned  out  more 
men  than  most  other  towns  of  equal  population ;  that  they  had  not  remonstrated  against 
former  inequalities  of  taxation  by  which  they  had  been  unduly  l)urdened,  but  that  the 
tax  imposed  by  this  act,  "  is  so  heavy  that "  they  "  know  not  how  to  be  silent  any 
longer,"  wherefore  they  prayed  for  relief. 

This  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee,  September  15th,  who  reported,  in  October,  "as 
the  petitioners,  through  mistake,  did  not  produce  a  valuation  to  suppurt  their  petition,  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court " ;  but,  November  25th,  the  petitioners 
were  granted  leave  to  withdraw. 

From  Great  Harrington  a  petition  authorized  by  vote  of  the  inhabitants,  at  a  town 
meeting  held  Dec.  23, 1779,  and  representing  the  unequal  burden  imposed  on  that  town  by 
this  chapter,  and  calling  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  fact  that  their  proportion 
of  the  tax  was  as  great  as  it  was  before  Alford  and  a  part  of  the  town  of  Lee  were  set 
oflF  from  it,  was  referred  to  a  committee,  April  10,  1780.  No  further  action  upon  this 
petition  has  been  found,  save,  that,  on  the  2l8t,  a  change  was  made  in  the  committee. 

*  8ie:  0th  of  October;  p.  861,  ante. 
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This  petition  asked  for  "such  an  abatement  as  shall  be  equal  and  just";  and  complained 
that  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  which  they  declared  to  be  superior  in  wealth,  "  is  taxed 
much  below  them,"  and  that  their  tax  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  ■'  large  town  of  Shef- 
field, which  is  more  than  double  to  the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  in  extent,  numbers  and 
wealth." 

The  following  petition  from  Cape  Elizabeth,  was  referred  to  a  committee,  June  2l3t,  and 
afterwards  ordered  to  lie.  In  the  next  Legislatui'e  this  petition  was  agaiu  referred  to  a 
committee,  Sept.  21,  1780,  upon  whose  report,  finding  the  facts  as  alleged  by  the  peti- 
tioners, a  resolve  was  prepared  granting  their  prayer,  and  directing  that  "  the  sum  of  eight 
shillings  and  fourpence  on  the  thousand,  be  deducted  from  their  said  valuation."  Tlie 
resolve,  however,  was  not  passed ;  and  not  until  after  tiie  adoption  of  the  Constitution  was 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  embodied  in  a  resolve  *  :  — 

"  To  the  Honbie  the  Council,  and  the  Ilonbie  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
M.assachusetts  Bay,  in  General  Court  Assembled. 

This  Petition  Humbly  sheweth,  that  by  some  raistate  the  Town  of  Capo  Elizabeth  is 
returned  as  having  Four  Hundred  &  two  polls  in  the  State  Valuation,  which  is  one  Hun- 
dred more  than  there  is  in  Said  Town,  which  will  appear  by  the  Original  List,  taken  by 
order  of  the  IIont>ie  Court,  by  the  Assessers  of  said  Town,  in  the  Year  1778.  which  is  here- 
with exhibited,  which  mistake  we  apprehend  greatly  augments  our  proportion  of  the 
publick  Charge,  both  in  the  Taxes  already  paid  and  passed  to  the  Credit  of  said  Town, 
and  in  the  future  till  another  Valuation  is  taken  And  although  there  appears  a  Chearfull- 
ness  in  the  Town  to  pay  their  Just  Quota  to  Support  the  Countrys  cause,  Yet,  our  inability 
is  such  l)y  reason  of  our  Fishery  &  Navigations  failing  that  to  pay  more  then  our  Just 
proportion  will  soon  render  us  incapable  of  paying  any. 

Wherefore  pray  your  Honors  will  take  the  matter  into  your  wise  consideration  and 
order  the  mistake  to  be  Rectified  and  the  Just  Surplus  passed  to  our  Credit,  if  in  Your 
Great  Wisdom  Shall  think  it  Just,  And  as  in  Duty  bound  your  partitioner  Shall  ever 
pray. — 

Cape  Elizabeth  June  9th  1779  George  Strout     )       Qoin^f.^^r.  tr.,. 

Clement  JoRD.\N  ^  p^^f^^™,^,™y,      „.,        ^„„ 
George  D  eake     J  ^^P^  Elizabeth.  -  Ibid.,  p.  220. 

The  following  proceedings  upon  the  petitions  from  the  towns  of  Fryeburg  and  Plymouth, 
are  inserted  as  appropriate  to  this  chapter :  — 

"  State  of  yo  Massachusetts  Bay  In  ye  House  of  Representatives  Jany  6th  178O  — 

t  Whereas  ye  Assessors  of  y"  Town  of  Fryburg  did  not  receive  ye  Requisition  from 
the  Gen>.  Court  ordering  thcin  to  render  an  Account  of  y«  Polls  and  Rateable  Estate 
within  sd    Town  till  after  ye    last  Valuation  was  settled : 

And  upon  being  since  required  thereto,  the  s^J  Assessors  have  returned  to  this  Court 
a  fair  List  of  s<)  Polls  &  rateable  Estate,  from  which  it  appears  that  said  Town  is  greatly 
injured  l)y  ye  Sums  at  which  they  are  Assessed  in  the  two  last  Tax  Acts  —  provided  the 
Rateable  property  in  s"?  Town  is  set  by  s<i  Assessors  in  a  just  &  equal  proportion  accord- 
ing to  its  real  worth,  with  y"  rateable  property  in  the  other  parts  of  y  County  in  which  s^ 
Town  of  Fryburg  lies  —  Therefore 

Resolved  that  ye  Assessors  of  ye  Town  of  Fryburg  be  &  they  hereby  are  directed  to 
Assess  ye  Polls  &  rateable  Estates  within  s<i  Town  the  Sums  assigned  to  them  in  the 
Tax  Act  of  June  last  —  And  s^  Assessors  are  directed  to  stay  all  proceedings  upon  ye 
last  Tax  Act  till  a  Revision  of  ye  Valuation  shall  take  Place  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk'' 

In  Council  Jany  6'h  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery  D  Secy  — 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  226, p.  13. 

MasJaSusetfs  Bay  (     ^^  *«  House  of  Representatives  Jan^  13  1780^ 

Whereas  the  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Fryeburg  have  not  yet  received  the  late  deter- 
mination of  this  Court  respecting  the  taxes  assessed  on  said  Town, 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  stay  his  executions  against 
the  Collectors  of  the  town  of  Fryeburg  A 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spkl 

In  Council  Jany,  13'.  1780    Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  A  Vizt,    at  A 
'till  further  Order  of  this  Court—    Sent  down  for  Concurrence       John  Avery  D   Sey 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany  14—1780    Read  &  concurred 
*  John  Hancock  Spk"' 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  — Ibid., p.  95. 
"  State  Of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  house  of  Representatives  January  7"'  1780  — 
^  Whereas  it  is  Represented  to  this  Court  that  by  unavoidable  misfortunes  the  Assessors 
of  the  town  of  Plymouth  were  unable  to  make  their  Rates  (in  season)  which  were  payable 
into  the  publick  treasury  on  the  first  of  January  Instant 

Resolved  That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  suspend  sending 
his  Executions  to  the  Collectors  of  the  town  of  Plymouth  untill  the  fourtcentli  day  of 
February  next,  and  no  longer.    Any  Resolve  of  this  Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing   Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  spk-- 
In  Council  Jany  8th  178O    Read  &  Concurred                         John  Avery  D   Se>  — 
Consented  to" —  fSigaed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid., p.  25. 
The  relief  granted  to  the  plantation  of  Myrilicld  is  shown  in  the  note  to  chap.  30,  post. 
In  addition  to  the  extra  reward  offered  as  an  encouragement  to  collectors,  the  following 

*  Printed  resolve. ■<  of  the  jAtniary  session,  1781,  chtipter  OXXI. 
t  Ibid.,  D(;cc;mber  si'ssiori,  1779,  cliaptor  LXXXVII. 
t  Ibid.,  chapter  OXIII. 
S  Jbid.,  chapter  XOIV. 
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resolves  were  passed  to  enforce  the  speedy  collection  of  the  tax  ordered  to  be  assessed  by 
this  act :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay —       In  the  House  of  Representatives  Deceinr    17  1779 

*  Whereas  the  cxigencys  of  Govei-nment  are  such  as  renders  it  absolutely  iieccssary 
that  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  should  be  punctual  in  their  payments  of  taxes  to  the  Treas- 
urer at  tho  time  when  said  taxes  become  due  — 

Therclnrt!  Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  directed  and  he  is  hereby  ac- 
cordiniily  directed  to  issue  his  Executions  against  all  the  Collectors  of  taxes  who  shall  be 
delicient  in  their  payments  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  next  for  any  taxes  that  were 
payable  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  said  January  — 

t  And  be  it  further  Resolved  that  the  Secretary  of  this  State  be  directed  and  he  is  herebv 
accordingly  directed  to  cause  those  resolves  to  be  imediateely  published  in  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  News  papers  that  all  persons  concern^  may  be  duly  notifyed  hereof  that  they 
may  govern  themselves  accordingly 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  several  SheriflFs  to  whom  said  Executions  shall  be 
directed,  &  who  live  within  forty  miles  of  the  Treasurer's  office  shall  return  their  execu- 
tions with  their  doings  thereon  in  fifrcen  days  and  those  Sheriffs  who  live  more  than  forty 
miles  and  less  than  one  hundred  miles  shall  make  the  like  return  in  twenty  days  and  all 
other  sheriffs  shall  make  the  like  return  in  thirty  days  after  the  respective  dates  of  said 
execution —  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk' 

In  Council  Dec""  17,  1779    Read  &  Concurrd  S    Adams  Secry 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  225,  p.  265. 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay        In  the  house  of  Representatives  January  11.  1780 

X  Whereas  it  is  necessary  on  accoimt  of  the  difficulty  of  the  traveling  to  extend  the  time 
which  by  a  resolve  of  this  Court  of  the  17"»  Dec  last  was  limited  for  the  payment  of 
taxes  into  the  public  treasury 

Therefore  Resolved  That  the  treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  sus- 
pend his  Executions  ordered  by  the  Resolve  of  the  17"^  Decem''  aforesaid.  And  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  Issue  his  Executions  against  all  collectors  of  taxes  who  live  within 
One  hundred  miles  of  Boston  who  shall  be  deficient  in  their  payment  on  the  a  first  day 
of  February  next.  And  against  all  Collectors  of  taxes  who  live  more  than  One  hundred 
hiiles  from  "Boston  who  shall  be  deficient  in  their  payment  on  the  B  fourteenth  day  of 
February  next  for  any  taxes  that  were  payable  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January 
Instant—  And  it  is  further  Resolved  That  the  several  sheriffs  to  whom  said  Execntions 
shall  be  sent  are  directed  to  gouern  themselves  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  resolve  of  the 
seuenteenth  day  of  December —    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk'. 

In  Council  Jany  12^^  1780    Read  &  Concurred  with  the  Amendments  at  A  &  B 
Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery  D   Sey 

at  A  (!LQ.\(i  first  day  of  February  next  and  insert  twenty  Second  Day  of  January  Ins\ 

at  B  dc\e  fourteenth  and  insert  Seventh 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany  12«}»  1780  Read  &  unanimously  nonconcurred 
&  the  House  adhere  to  their  own  Vote  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spkr 

In  Council  Jany  12'h  1780  Read  &  Nonconcurred  and  the  Board  adhere  to  their  own 
Vote  John  Aveut  D  Sey 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany  13.  1780  Read  &  concurrd  so  far  as  to  dele  at 
A  the  -word  first  &  at  B  the  vtord  fourteeiUh  and  y"  House  propose  at  A  to  insert  twenty 
eighth  and  at  B  to  insert  tenth    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  spk' 

In  Coimcil  Jany  \Z^^  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveuy  D  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  226,  p.  74. 

Chap.  13.  By  the  beginning  of  the  year  1779  the  depreciation  of  paper  currency,  both 
of  the  Continental  and  state  emissions,  had  not  only  caused  great  financial  embarrassment, 
but  the  rapid  depreciation  of  the  former  threatened  a  total  interruption  of  trade,  the  col- 
lapse of  the  general  government,  and  a  disastrous  termination  of  the  war,  fjr  want  of 
means  to  maintain  the  army.  The  advance  of  prices,  consequent  upon  this  depreciation, 
was  generally  attributed,  chiefly,  to  the  unscrupulous  artifices  of  "monopolizers";  and 
this  view  was  proclaimed  by  Congress,  in  its  adilress  of  the  2Gth  of  May,  which  accom- 
puiiietl  the  requisition  on  the  states  for  firi.OOO.OOC,  and  in  which  an  appeal  was  made  to 
the  people  to  discountenance  forestallins  and  monopoly. 

Before  this  address  had  been  distributed,  a  majority  of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts 
had,  in  their  message  of  the  28th,  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  necessity  of 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures  against  all  persons  who  refused  to  take  the  Continental 
currency,  as  shown  in  the  note  to  chapter  7,  ante. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  citizens  met.  May  27th,  and  passed  a  series  of  votes  demanding  the 
instant  reduction  of  prices  to  the  standard  of  the  rates  which  prevailed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  month.  They  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  list  of  prices,  and  adopted  strin° 
gent  measures  for  enforcing  compliance  with  the  rates  so  established.  ' 

The  example  of  Philadelphia  was  followed  by  Boston,  where  a  meeting  of  merchants 
and  traders  was  held  on  the  16th  of  June,  who  expressed  their  determination  that  no  ad- 
vance upon  existing  prices  should  be  made  in  any  article  of  merchandize;  and  that,  from 
and  after  the  15th  of  July,  prices  should  be  reduced  to  the  standard  rates  of  the  first  of 
May  preceding,  and  that,  thereafter,  a  monthly  reduction  in  prices  should  be  made,  pro- 
vided the  other  towns  in  this  state  should  adopt  similar  measures.    They  further  resolved 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  VI. 

{The  second  and  third  resolves  are  transposed  in  the  print. 
Printed  resolves  of  the  December  session,  chapter  CXIX. 
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not  to  buy  or  sell  silver  or  gold,  nor  any  property  whatever  for  coin ;  to  expose  any  per- 
son who,  to  their  knowledge,  should  demand  hard  money  for  goods  or  rents,  and  to  exert 
themselves  to  bring  to  punishment  all  offenders  against  the  act  to  prevent  monopoly  and 
forestalling.  They  thereupon  adjourned  to  the  next  day,  when  they  met  again,  in  the 
court  house,  whence  they  repaired  to  Faneuil  Hal!  by  invitation  of  the  inhalntants,  who 
were  there  assembled  in' a  general  town  meeting.  Here  the  merchants  reported  seven 
resolves  which  they  had  adopted,  and  the  last  of  which  was,  that  these  resolves  were  to 
be  offered  to  every  trader  in  town  to  sign,  and  the  name  of  any  person  refusing  was  to  be 
reported. 

The  first  of  these  resolves  bound  the  subscribers  not  to  sell  any  of  certain  articles  then 
on  hand,  at  a  higher  price  than  that  named  for  it  in  a  list  of  prices  of  these  articles  (nine 
in  number)  reported  therewith.  The  rest  of  the  report  was  substantially  a  repetition  of 
the  resolves  passed  by  them  the  day  before. 

The-inhaljitaiits,  after  listening  to  this  report,  adopted  some  twenty  resolutions,  in  which 
"roused  by  a  feeling  sense  of"  "  impending  ruin,  and  animated  with  the  same  zeal  which 
warmed  the  generous  breasts  of"  their  "fellow  countrymen  in  Philadelphia,"  they  pro- 
posed, "  by  the  blessings  of  Providence  on  the  united  efforts  of"  their  fellow  countrymen, 
to  rescue  themselves,  their  country  and  posterity, "  from  poverty,  misery  and  destruction," 
through  the  same  organization,  and  by  much  the  same  methods,  which  had  been  found 
effectual  in  starting  and  carrying  on  the  revolution. 

After  declaring  it  to  be  the  right  of  a  free  people  to  inquire  into  all  public  and  private 
grievances,  and  to  seek  proper  means  of  redress  therefor,  and  resolving  that  the  extrava- 
gant demands  for  the  necessaries  of  hfe  are  subjects  "to  be  instantly  inquired  into  and 
suitably  redressed,"  they  voted  to  approve  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  merchants,  and 
also  "  the  circular  letters  proposed  to  be  sent  by  them  to  the  several  seaports  in  this 
state ; "  and  they  voted  to  direct  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  Boston  to  send  "  a 
circular  letter,  forthwith,  to  the  several  committees  of  correspondence  in  this  state,  requir- 
ing their  united  advice,  assistance  and  counsel,  that  some  general  measures  may  be 
instantly  adopted  for  redressing  the  present  grievances." 

The  committee  of  correspondence,  inspection  and  safety,  for  the  town  of  Boston,  issued 
the  circular  letters  as  directed,  naming  the  town  of  Concord,  and  the  14th  of  July,  as  the 
time  and  place  for  holding  a  convention  for  the  purposes  indicated  in  the  aforesaid  resolves 
of  the  town  of  Boston. 

In  answer  to  these  circulars,  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  delegates,  representing  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one  towns,  in  eight  counties,  met,  in  convention,  as  requested.  Azor 
Orne,  of  Marblehead,  was  chosen  chairman,  and  Samuel  Ruggles,  of  Boston,  was  ap- 
pointed secretary.. 

The  circular  letter  declared  the  object  of  this  convention  to  be  "  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  present  distressed  situation  of  the  people  at  large,  and  particularly  the  excessive 
high  prices  of  every  article  of  consumption;  and,  by  tracing  to  their  causes,  those  evils, 
to  discover  and  point  out  the  safest  and  best  remedies;"  but  in  the  published  record  of 
their  proceedings,  the  convention  declares  that  it  met  "  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  several  interesting  and  important  measures  recommended  by  Congress  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  in  their  late  wise,  seasonable  and  animating  address." 

This  is  not  the  only  indication  of  a  disposition  to  moderate  the  severity  of  the  measures 
which  it  was  at  first  thought  the  unprecedented  exigency  demanded.  The  Boston  resolves 
had  not  only  denounced  as  public  enemies  those  who  refused  to  comply  with  the 
regulations  approved  by  them,  but  had  declared  that  they  should  not  remain  in 
the  community,  but  should  "be  transported  to  our  enemies  as  unworthy  and  dan- 
gerous members  of  society."  But  the  convention  simply  resolved  that  such  offenders 
should  be  deemed  enemies  of  their  country,  and  treated  as  such ;  and  that  the  several 
committees  of  correspondence,  &c.,  or  selectmen,  publish  their  names;  and  the  same, 
authorities  were  recommended  to  arrest  and  detain  any  offender  not  an  inhabitant  of  their 
respective  towns,  until  his  name  and  place  of  residence  could  be  ascertained  so  that 
a  return  thereof  may  be  made  to  the  town  where  he  belongs,  "that  he  may  be  served 
according  to  his  demerit."  And  the  buying  and  selling  of  silver  and  gold,  or  receiving 
them  in  trade,  was  left  to  the  several  towns  to  denounce  in  such  "  spirited  resolutions  as 
shall  prevent  such  wicked  and  pernicious  practices  in  future." 

In  Philadelphia,  the  extreme  measures  of  the  self-constituted  redressers  of  the  alleged 
public  wrong,  were  resisted,  in  some  instances  to  bloodshed,  and  here  these  measures 
were  resented  as  unjust  and  illegal,  by  some  who  were  courageous  enough  to  brave  public 
exposure,  and  threats  of  ostracism,  in  the  assertion  of  what  they  deemed  to  be  their  legal 
rights;  and  it  is  likely  the  example  of  these  intractable  citizens  was  not  without  influence 
on  others  similarly  situated,  and  helped  to  check  the  impetuosity  of  the  "  redressers." 

A-niin,  notwithstanding  all  these  efforts  to  prevent  it,  the  paper  currency  continued  to 
depreciate.  The  enactment  of  chapter  7,  making  it  a  penal  offence  to  refuse  paper  money 
in  payment  for  merchandise,  country  produce,  or  rent,  had  not  put  an  end  to  depreciation 
notwithstanding  the  Lec;islature,  in  order  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  goods  to  marke'.s 
where  no  such  law  was  in  force,  had,  before  that  act  was  passed,  laid  an  embargo  on  for- 
eign and  coasting  trade  by  the  following  resolve:—  „,,„„„ 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay                                              In  Council  June  21  1779.— 

*  Whereas  the  Exportation  of  Provisions  from  this  State,  hath  a  direct  tendency  to  in- 
crease the  distresses  of  the  good  people  of  the  same;  and  also  to  Supply  the  Armies  of 
the  Enemy  with  those  articles  which  they  are  in  pressing  need  of    Therefore 

Resolved,  that  an  Embargo  be,  and  hereby  is  laid   to  Prohibit  the  Exportation  of 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  aeeBlon,  chapter  OXXXVU. 
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Wheat,  Flour,  Rye,  Indian  Com,  Rice,  Bread,  beef.  Pork,  Bacon,  Live-Stock,  and  other 
Provisions  from  any  Sea  Port  within  this  State,  troui  and  after  the  twenty  second  day  of 
June  Instant,  untill  the  fifteenth  day  of  November  next.  And  any  master  or  owner  of 
any  Ship  or  Vessel  that,  presume  to  lade  on  board  any  ship  or  Vessel  in  any  Sea  Port 
within  this  state  within  the  term  aforesaid,  any  of  the" above  Enumerated  articles,  and 
shall  Put  to  sea  with  any  of  the  said  Articles  on  board.  The  said  Ship  or  Vessel  with  her 
Car^o  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  and  declared  forfeited  upon  conviction  thereof  in  the 
Maritime  (Jourt  of  this  State  one  moitey  thereof  to  the  use  of  this  State  &  the  other  moiety 
to  the  use  of  him  or  them  that  shal  seize  &  brincc  forward  a  Process  against  tlie  said  Ship 
or  Vessel.  Unless  such  owner  or  master  shall  first  have  and  obtain  leave  from  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  this  State  or  in  the  recess  from  the  Council  of  the  same.  Provided,  that 
this  Embargo  shall  not  be  Construed  to  prevent  the  taking  on  Board  such  Provisions  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  Stores  only  of  any  ship  or  Vessel  of  War,  or  othci's  trading  to, 
and  from  these  States.     Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Aveut    D  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  21,  1779    Read  &  concurrd 

John  Hancock    Spk'. 
Consented  to" — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  223,  p.  189, 
The  act  was  also  supplemented  liy  resolves  for  extending  this  embargo,  as  follows  :  — 
"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay     In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  24'i'  1779 
•Resolved  that  their  be  an  Embargo  laid  on  all  outward  bound  Vesselis  for  the  Term 
of  Twenty  days  And  the  Naval  Officers  of  the  Ports  in  this  State  Be  and  are  hercbv  or- 
dered &  directed  not  to  clear  out  any  Vessell  during  said  Term.    And  the  Hon'j^e  Council 
are  hereliy  requested  imediatly  to  "issue  their  order  to  the  Commanding  officers  of  the 
several  Forts  in  the  Ports  in  this  State,  t:.at  they  permit  no  Vesselis  to  dc|)art  the  Har- 
bours aforesaid,  except  the  Fishing  boats  that  daily  go  out  for  the  supplying  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  said  Towns  with  Fresh  Fish    Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

John  Hancock    Spk'', 
In  Council  June  25'  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  p.  337. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Council  Chamber  June  25.  1779 
Ordered  that,  the  Commanding  officers  of  the  Respective  Forts  In  the  Several  Sea  Ports 
withm  this  State  be  and  hereby  are  directed  not  to  Permit  any  Vessels  to  depart  the  re- 
spective Harbours  aforesaid,  (Excepting  the  Fishing  boats  that  daily,  go  out  for  the  Sup- 
plying the  Inhabitants  of  the  Sea  Port  towns  witli  Fish)  For  the  term  of  twentv  days 
from  this  day  without  leave  first  had  &  obtained  fi'om  the  General  Court  or  Council 

Attest  John  Avery    D  Se&."— Ibid.,  to/.  Hi), p.  S63. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Ba}-  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  30  1779 
+  Whereas  a  Resolve  passed  the  24'b  Instant,  laying  an  Embargo  on  all  outward  bound 
Vesselis  for  the  Term  of  Ttoentij  days.    And  as  the  Exegency  of  the  Times  makes  it  nec- 
essary, That  said  Embargo  be  continued  for  a  Longer  term  than  Twenty  days 

Resolved,  that  the  Embargo  aforesaid  l)e  continued  for  the  Term  of  Forty  days  from  the 
(late  hereof;  agreable  to  the  aforesaid  Resolve  of  the  24'.'!  Instant  —  allowing  the  same 
Provission,  as  was  made  by  the  Resolve  of  the  j?6«*  Instant. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"' 

In  Council  June  30.'  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Secy  — 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  vol.  223,  p.  411. 
From  the  operation  of  the  embargo,  the  following  exceptions  had  been  made  :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  26  1779 
I  Whereas  by  a  Resolve  passed  the  25*^,  instant  laying  an  Embargo  on  outward  bound 
Vessels  unnecessary  Embarrasments  arise  to  small  Vessels  passing  from  one  harbour  to 
another 

Resolv'i  That  the  si  Resolve  of  the  25'i  instant  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to 
lirevent  any  wood,  or  Oyster  Vessels  or  other  small  Craft  from  passing  from  one  Harbour 
to  another  within  Cape  Ann  &  Cape  Codd  and  it  is  further 

Resolv  iThat  the  Hon  ll  Council  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  grant  permits 
to  such  Vessels  (employ',  in  the  pnblick  Service)  to  proceed  on  any  Voyatre  as  they 
Juilge  proper,  any  thing  in  the  said  Resolve  of  25*h  Ins'  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding 
—  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  H.vncock    Spk 

In  Council  June  26'.  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid  ,p.  355. 
To  make  the  above  embargo  more  general,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Brown  of 
Framingham,  Page  and  Dunbar,  of  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Niles  and  Pitts,  of  the  Coun- 
cil, was  appointed,  September  9th,  and  instructed '*  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  pre- 
venting the  exportation  of  salt  and  West-India  articles  from  this  state  to  the  other  states." 
On  the  10th,  this  conuiiittee  was  changed  by  the  sul)stitution  of  Mr.  Walley,  and  Mr. 
Gorham  of  Lunenburg,  for  Messrs.  Page  and  Dunbar,  who  were  absent;    and  a  resolve 
was  passed  instructing  the  committee  "  to  consider  what  measures  are  necessary  to  be 
taken  to  carry  the  rfsolves  of  the  convention  held  at  Concord,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
July  last,  for  the  purpose  of  appreciating  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  lowering 
the  prices  of  the  articles  of  consumption,  into  full  execution  within  this  state."     The 
following  are  the  i-eport  of  this  committee  and  the  order  of  the  Council  thereon :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  Council  Septem''  11'^  1779 
The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  preventing  the 
exportation  of  Salt  and  West  India  produce  from  this  State  to  the  other  united  States,  & 
to  carry  the  resolves  of  the  Convention  at  Concord  into  execution,  are  of  opinion. 
That  an  Embargo  would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time,  but  that  a  free  trade  between  this 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  sesBion,  chapter  CXCII.  f  Jbid.,  chapter  COXXIX. 

t  Ibid.,  chapter  CXCV. 
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&  the  other  United  States,  and  similar  measures  adopted  for  appreciating  the  Currency 
thereof  &  reducing  the  prices  of  the  articles  of  consumption  are  of  great  importance,  to 
effect  which  your  Committee  are  of  opinion, 

That  application  be  made  to  the  States  of  New-Hampshire,  Rhode-island,  Connecticutt 
&  New-York,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet,  as  soon  as  may  be,  such  as  this  State 
shall  appoint  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  &  also  to  take  into  consideration  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  Convention  at  Concord  on  the  14"'  day  of  July  last,  that  by  mutual  exer- 
tions, salutary  measures  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  may  be  carried  into  execution. 

Your  Committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  doings  of  the  Convention  at  Concord  are 
highly  expedient  &  merit  the  approbation  of  this  State,  &  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following  Resolve  viz' 

"Whereas  the  doings  of  the  Convention  held  at  Concord  on  the  14*  day  of  July  last  if 
carried  into  execution,  will  have  a  happy  tendency  to  appreciate  the  Currency  and  produce 
very  salutary  effects,  therefore  resolved  that  it  be  &  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  good 
People  of  this  State  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  that  the  doings  of  said  Convention  be 
carried  into  execution. 

In  Council  Sep'.  11'.  1779  Read  &  Ordered  —  That  this  Report  be  recommitted  for 
further  Consideration    Sent  down  for  Consideration 

Jonr*  Avery    D  Sey."  — Ibid.,  vol.  137,  p.  248. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  House,  September  21st,  and 
sent  up  for  concurrence.  As  first  reported,  the  bill  did  not  contain  the  fifth  scctiou  of  the 
act,  which  was  proposed  by  the  Council,  as  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
Five  other  amendments  were  made  in  like  manner;  viz.,  in  the  first  section,  the  words 
"or  any,"  in  the  first  and  second  lines,  were  substituted  for  the  words  "and  all  other"; 
and  the  clause  at  the  end  of  that  section,  beginning  with  the  words  "to  be  carried,"  was 
added.  In  the  second  section,  the  clause  in  the  seventh  line,  beginning  with  the  words 
"  which  evidence,"  and  embracing  the  form  of  a  certificate,  and  the  words  "  as  aforesaid," 
in  the  first  line  after  the  certificate,  were  inserted;  and  in  the  fifth  line  of  section  four,  the 
words  "a  special  action  of  the  case,"  were  substituted  for  the  words  "  action  of  debt." 

On  the  23d,  the  Council  passed  the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  with  the  foregoing  amendments, 
and  on  the  same  day  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted.  On  the  next  day,  the  House  sent  up  a 
message  to  the  Council,  representing  that  there  were  a  great  number  of  teams  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  stores  from  this  state  to  the  other  states,  and 
expressing  their  desire  that  this  act  be  published  from  the  balcony  of  the  State  House,  at 
11  o'clock  before  noon,  and  that  the  secretary  be  directed  to  have  the  act  distributed  in 
handbills  throughout  the  state,  "in  order  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  that  may  arise  in 
consequence  of  transporting  stoi'cs  from  this  to  other  states."  In  a  later  messa<;e,  the 
House  request  that  the  publication  from  the  State  House  balcony  be  deferred  until  one 
o'clock. 

On  the  27th,  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Gorham  of  Charlestown,  Dawes  and 
Ashley,  of  the  House,  and  Gill  and  Pitts,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed, "  to  consider  what 
is  proper  to  be  done  to  possess  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  states,  of  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  General  Court  passed  the  late  embargo  act." 

This  committee  reported  the  following  letter*  as,  "in  their  opinion,  a  necessary  measure 
to  be  adopted  by  this  court; "  which,  being  amended  in  the  Council  by  the  substitution  of 
October  20th,  for  November  27th  (the  time  of  meeting  in  convention,  as  first  reported), 
was  adopted,  in  concurrence,  on  the  twenty -seventh :  — 

"Scp'-28,  1779 

Sir  The  good  people  of  this  State  greatly  alarm'd  at  the  late  rapid  depreciation  of  our 
currency  have  by  a  meeting  of  their  delegates  at  Concord,  agreed  to  regulate  the  prices  of 
the  most  considerable  articles  of  merchandize,  and  the  necessaries  of  life,  wliich  at  present 
appears  likely  to  answer  very  good  and  salutary  purposes,  unless  destroyed  by  those 
hawkers  and  sharpers  that  have  heretofore  so  largely  contributed  to  the  inconveniencies 
we  now  feel.  But  a  regulation  in  this  Government  without  similar  measures  are  adopted 
liy  our  sister  States  —  affords  opportunity  to  people  of  this  class  to  execute  all  their  refine- 
nient  in  sharping  and  tricking  greatly  to  the  damage  both  of  your  State  and  ours;  the 
mischiefs  arising  from  tlieir  practices  have  already  been  very  apparent,  such  large  quanti- 
ties of  goods  being  carried  from  hence  as  threaten  us  with  so  great  a  scarcity  as  will 
deprive  us  of  the  means  for  procuring  bread  and  other  provisions,  of  which  we  are  at 
present  in  great  want  Those  monopoli'^crs  having  made  such  exertions  for  transportation 
that  the  price  of  Cattle  has  almost  doubled  within  a  few  weeks  —  those  measures  unless 
speedely  prevented  threaten  the  very  existence  of  the  community.  The  General  Assembly 
of  this  State  have  therefore  been  under  the  necessity  for  the  present  of  making  an  act  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  sundry  articles  of  merchandize  and  live  stock  out  of  this  State, 
nothing  but  the  most  absolute  necessity  could  have  induced  us  to  enter  into  a  measure 
which  may  appear  to  militate  with  that  spu-it  of  brotherly  love  and  friendship  which  the 
American  Slates  ought  to  bear  to  each  other  raid  for  our  common  interest  is  so  necessary 
to  prevail  throughout  the  whole,  in  order  therefore  that  a  free  and  genqpal  intercourse  may 
take  j)lace  upon  principles  correspondent  with  the  publick  good,  and  effectually  to  cut  up 
and  desti-oy  the  practices  of  those  peo|)Ie  who  prey  both  upon  you  and  us,  we  take  the 
liberty  to  propose  a  consultation  on  the  part  of  the  Governments  of  New  Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  N  York,  and  Mass;»chuset  Bay  to  be  holden  at  Hartford  on 
the  Twentieth  day  of  October  next  for  the  purposes  aforsd  and  Thomas  Cushing  &.  Na- 
thaniel Gorham  Esq''  are  deputed  by  this  a-^sembly  with  full  powers  to  appear  on  the  part 
of  this  State.    We  have  wrote  a  similar  letter  to  the  several  States  above  mentioned  and  as 

•  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  session,  chapter  XCIII. 
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the  bnsiness  proposed  appears  to  us  of  great  importance  &  to  require  dispatch  we  shall  take 
tlie  liberty  to  direct  our  Commissioners  to  appear  at  the  time  &  place  above  proposed 
without  further  advice  from  you  we  have  only  to  request  you  Su-  to  lay  this  Letter  Ijefore 
the  Assembly  of  your  State  if  seting  &  if  not  before  the  Councill  that  thev  may  have 
opportunity  to  take  such  measures  thereon  as  the  pul)lick  gootl  may  appear  to  them  to 
require  I  am  in  the  name  &  by  Order  of  the  Assembly  Sir 

To  his  Excellency  Your  &c."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  201,  ».  324. 

Before  the  General  Court  had  met  in  a  second  session,  the  subject  of  embarn-oes  had 
been  discussed  in  the  Continental  Congress,  and,  on  the  21st  of  August,  a  resolve,  recom- 
mending all  states  which  had  laid  embargoes,  to  continue  them  to  the  first  of  January,  and 
to  extend  them,  if  they  were  not  already  sufflcientlv  comprehensive,  so  as  to  apply  to 
wheat,  flour,  rye,  Indian  corn,  rice,  bread,  beef,  pork,  b.icon  and  live  stock,  "  and  to  all 
other  kind  of  provisions  not  herein  enumerateil,"  and  also  recommending  "  to  such  other 
of  the  states  as  have  not  embargoes  in  existence,  to  take  the  most  effectual  and  immediate 
measures  to  lay  on  embargoes  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned,"  had  been  reported 
and,  on  a  division  of  the  question,  the  last  clause,  only,  had  been  adopted  (the  rest  hav- 
ing been  rejected  by  the  votes  of  six  out  of  ten  state's :  two  voting  "  no,"  and  two  bein<' 
divided) ;  and,  on  the  25th,  the  same  body  had  resolved,  "  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  several  states,  to  take  off  every  restriction  on  the  inland  trade  between  the  said 
states." 

These  resolves,  the  transmission  of  which  was  pui-posely  delayed,  were  communicated  in 
the  following  letter,  which  was  read  in  Council,  October  1st,  and,  with  the  accompany- 
ing papers,  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Cushing,  and  Gill 
of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Strong,  Davis  and  Williams,  of  the  House,  "to  consider  this 
letter    *    *    and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon  " :  — 

"  Philadelphia  Uth  Sept:  1779 

Su-,  You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  Copies  of  three  Acts  of  Congress  — one  of  the 
21^"  Inst,*  on  the  subject  of  an  Embargo  — one  of  the  25"' Aug'  against  Restrictions  on 
the  inland  trade  between  the  states  iSc  the  third  of  the  10'  >  Inst :  for  providing  cloathing  for 
the  troops  —  The  two  first  should  have  been,  as  usual  sent  to  the  states  directly  after  "they 
were  passed,  but  it  was  the  sense  of  Congress  'till  within  a  few  days  to  delay  their  trans- 
mission —  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sii"  with  great  Respect 

Your  most  Obed'.  Servant — 

The  Honorable  President  Powell  —  "        John  Jay Preside 

P  :  S :  You  will  also  receive  herewith  a  printed  copy  of  a  ckcular  Letter  from  Congress 
to  their  Constituents,"  —  Ibid  ,  p.  299. 

The  committee  last  named  reported  tlu;  following  rcsolve,t  as  "  proper  to  be  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly,"  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  :  — 

"  State  of  JIassacliusctts  Bay    Ocf.  4  1779 

Whereas  Commissioners  have  l)y  tliis  Court  been"Appointcd  to  meet  at  Hartford  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut  on  the  20  of  Oetobn-  Instant,  such  Commissioners  as  mav  be  Ap- 
pointed by  the  States  of  New  Hampshire.  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  and  New  York  to 
Confer  anioung  other  Matters  upon  the  Subject  of  Embargo's  relative  to  the  Inland  Trade 
between  the  States  above  mentioned, 

Therefore  Resolved  That  the  IIonblcThe  Council  of  this  State  be  and  thev  Hereby  are 
Authorised  and  Impowered,  in  the  recess  of  the  General  Court,  to  Suspend  the  Operation 
of  an  Act  of  this  state  entituled  an  Act  to  prevent  sundry  Articles  being  Exported  from 
this  to  the  Neighbouring  states,  provided  the  result  of  said  Conferrcnce  shall  be  in  favour 
of  repealing  the  Embargo  Acts  of  this  &  the  other  States."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  224,  p.  280. 

This  report  was  accepted  and,  on  the  fifth,  the  resolve  was  passed. 

The  convention  at  Hartford,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolve,  and  which  assembled, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  time  and  place  desisnated 
in  their  circular  letter  of  Septemlicr  28th,  above  printed,  consisted  of  thirteen  delej-'ates 
from  five  states;  viz.,  Josiah  Bartlett  and  Joshua  Wentworth,  from  New  Hampshire* 
Thomas  Cushing  and  Nathaniel  Gorham,  from  Massachusetts;  Stephen  Hopkins  and 
Charles  Holden,  from  Rhode  Island;  Eliphalct  Dyer,  Benjamin  Huntington.  Oliver  Els- 
worth  and  James  Wadsworth,  from  Connecticut;  and  John  Sloss  Hobart,  William  Floyd 
and  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  from  New  York. 

The  "powers"  of  the  several  delegates  were  not  uniform.  The  professed  purpose  for 
which  the  New  Hampshire  delegates  were  sent,  was  "to  agree  upon  some  method  for 
keeping  up  a  free  and  general  intercourse  in  trade,  &c.,  upon  principles  correspondent  with 
the  public  good;"  to  endeavor  to  destroy  the  practices  of  those  "who  prey  upon  their 
country ; "  and  to  consult  and  agree  upon  any  other  measures  that  may  I)e  thought  neces- 
sary for  the  public  weal.  The  delegates  from  Rhode  Island  had  only  an  appointment  to 
meet  the  other  delegates,  without  further  instruction.  The  appointment  of  the  delegates 
trom  Connecticut  was  the  same  as  the  New  Hampshire  delegates  received,  with  a  more 
explicit  instruction  to  devise  measures  to  prevent  the  further  depreciation  of  the  currency. 
New  York  directed  its  delegates  to  act  conformably  to  the  proposals  iji  the  circular  letter 
of  Massachusetts,  and  also  to  consider  and  act  upon  such  other  matters  "  as  may  be 
deemed  proper  subjects  of  such  consultation  and  conference."  All  the  dclei,'ates,  except 
those  from  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts,  were  instructed  to  report  the  result  of  the 
conference. 

*  Sic :  August. 

t  I'rinted  resolves  of  the  September  segsion,  c]mi)ter  CLXXXIX.  The  report  refers  to  accom- 
panyiiig  "  resolves."  Ko  otbor  repcilvc  than  the  above,  relevant  to  the  subject,  has  been  found  of 
that  date;  and  tbe  third  page  of  the  bhi'Ct  upon  which  the  report  is  written,  bears  the  following 
memorandum:  "  Resolve  impowering  y;  Council  to  Suspend  ye  Inland  Embargo,"  — which  seems 
to  certainly  Indicate  that  this  was  the  only  one  intended. 
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The  following  is  the  resolve  *  under  which  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts  acted :  — 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  September  30''  1779. 

Whereas  the  good  People  of  This  State  have  entered  into  measures  not  only  to  prevent 
the  depreciation  l)ut  to  obtain  an  appreciation  of  our  Currency,  and  the  honest  iiart  of  tlic 
community  are  making  every  exertion  to  carry  said  measures  into  execution  wtiicli  laud- 
able endeavours,  might  have  been  over  thrown  by  some  who  prefer  even  the  smallest 
private  gain  to  the  publick  interest  unless  prevented  by  the  Embargo  Act  which  this 
Court  have  thought  proper  to  pass  to  cooperate  with  tlie  resolutions  of  the  People  —  And 
as  it  is  necessary  that  our  neighbour  States  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  principles 
which  induced  this  Court  to  pass  said  Embargo  Law. — 

Resolved  That  the  Hon*;'.'"  Thomas  Cuslnng  and  Nathaniel  Gorham  Esq":?  be  a  Ooni- 
mittee  in  behalf  of  this  Court  to  repair  to  Hartford  by  the  Twentieth  of  October  next  & 
meet  and  confer  with  such  Committees  as  may  appear  tiiere  on  the  i)art  of  New  York, 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire  and  explain  to  them  the  motives  that 
operated  with  this  Court  to  pass  said  Embargo  Law  —  and  to  concert  with  them  such 
measures  as  may  appear  proper  to  appreciate  our  Currency  and  open  a  free  and  general 
intercourse  of  trade  upon  principles  correspondent  with  the  Public  good 

And  be  it  further  Resolved  that  said  Committee  represent  in  the  most  forceable  manner 
to  the  Committee  of  New  York  and  Connecticut  the  great  wants  of  Flour  in  this  State 
both  for  Public  &  private  uses  — and  endeavour  to  Settle  with  them  a  proper  mode  of  Sup- 
ply.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"; 

In  Council  Sejitem'".  SO^^   1779    Pi.ead  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se>' 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  p.  197. 

After  comparing  credentials,  the  delegates  adjourned,  fi'om  day  to  day,  discussing  the 
matters  of  interest  laid  before  them.  On  the  28th,  they  adopted  five  resolutions,  intro- 
duced by  separate  preambles  In  the  first  preamble  they  agreed  that  the  depreciation  of 
the  currency  was  "  much  beyond  what  could  naturally  arise  from  the  quantity  of  the  cir- 
culating medium  ;  "  and  attributed  this  to  the  avarice  of  some  well-meaning  but  inconsider- 
ate people,  and  to  the  artful  designs  of  others,  —  secret  or  open  enemies,  bent  upon  ruining 
"  the  credit  of  our  money,"  which,  if  effected,  though  it  would  not  cause  the  convention  to 
"  despair  of  the  Commonwealth,  yet  must  be  attended  with  the  most  alarming  and  dan- 
gerous consequences;"  for  the  prevention  of  which,  they  declared  they  had  "come  into" 
the  resolution  which  followed.  They  proceeded  to  express  their  opinion  that  the  failure 
of  former  attempts  "  to  prevent  the  growing  mischief,  by  regulating  and  limiting  the  prices 
of  the  articles  of  commerce  and  produce,"  was  owing  to  the  multiplied  emissions  of  Con- 
tinental bills,  in  circulation ;  "  "  too  great  a  reduction  in  the  then  current  prices  of  articles  " ; 
and  to  "  the  partial  extent  of  the  agreements  entered  into  for  regulation ; "  by  which  last- 
named  error,  an  unreasonable  advantage  had  been  given,  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  states 
as  "  had  not  adopted  the  same  measures,  not  only  to  drain  those  states  "  where  prices  had 
been  regulated,  of  articles  needed  for  home  consumption,  "  Ijut  to  supply  the  army  at  a 
much  higher  price,  of  which  the  regulating  states  must  pay  their  proportion."  After  ex- 
pressing the  belief  that,  by  the  action  of  Congress,  in  recommending  frequent  taxation, 
and  the  encouragement  of  loans  to  support  the  annual  expenses  of  the  army,  and  their 
resolution  not  to  emit  bills  to  an  amount  exceeding  $200,000,000  in  all,  —  "  the  natural 
depreciation  of  the  l)ills  in  circulation  may  be  nearly  ascertained,  and  thereby  a  founda- 
tion laid  on  which  a  reasonable  price  forthe  articles  of  commerce  and  produce  "could"  be 
fixed  with  greater  justice  and  precision,"  they  offered  arguments  to  overcome  the  scruples  of 
some  who  might,  possibly,  apprehend  "  that  the  regulation  of  prices  "  was  then  "  altogether 
unnecessary."  They  called  attention  to  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  wise  precautions  of 
Congress,  '■  the  constant  demands  of  the  army  "  were  "  such,  and  the  dispositions  of  the  peo- 
ple to  obtain  the  iiighest  prices  ^  ^  ^so  great  and  general,  (and  these  confirmed  by  long  habit 
and  custom)  that  a  regulation  of  prices,  with  the  other  measures  hereafter  recommended," 
apjieared  then,  necessary;  especially  since  the  engrosser,  monopolizer,  opulent  farmer 
and  trader  would,  unless  restricted,  raise  the  jirices  of  commodities  in  their  hands,  to  keep 
pace  with  the  increase  of  taxation  (which  would  bear  hardest  on  tlie  poor  and  middling 
farmer),  and  so  oblige  Congress  to  either  make  further  emissions,  or  leave  the  army  des- 
titute. Therefore,  "in  aid  of  the  measures  Congress  have  so  wisely  adopted,"  the  first 
resolution  declared  that  a  limitation  of  i)rices  would  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  further 
depreciation  of  the  currency,  and  "  that  to  render  such  limitation  permanent  and  salutary, 
it  "  was  "  exvjcdient  that  all  the  states,  or  all  of  them  as  far  westward  as  Virginia,  inclusive, 
should  accede  thereto."  The  resolution  closed  with  a  proposal  for  a  convention  of  com- 
missioners from  the  New-England  states.  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland  and  Virginia,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
January,  1780,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  expediency  of  limitinsi  the  prices  of 
merchandise  and  produce  ;  and,  if  they  deemed  such  a  course  expedient,  to  limit  the  prices 
of  such  articles  as  they  deem  proper,  in  their  several  states,  etc.,  and  to  report  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  respective  legislatures. 

The  preamble  of  the  second  resolve  set  forth  that,  whereas  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Rhode  Island  had,  by  their  conventions,  limited  the  prices  of  the  principal  arti- 
cles of  merchandise  and  produce,  this  action  would  prove  abortive  unless  the  other  states, 
especially  those  contiguous,  "immediately  pm'sue  similar  measures;"  therefore  there- 
solve  recV)mmendcd  the  states  of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  immediately,  to  adopt  meas 
ures  for  limiting  prices. 

'i'he  third  resolve  recommended  the  raising,  by  taxes,  so  much  of  the  monthly  supplies 
called  for  by  Congress,  "  as  the  circumstances  of  the  people"  would  "  admit  of,  without 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CXXIV. 
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distressing  them ; "  that,  in  inviting  loans,  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  offer  higher  induce- 
ment than  security  that  the  lender  should  receive  bacli,  at  the  specified  time,  an  equiva- 
lent of  the  sum  lent,  with  interest,  annually,  at  the  rate  of  "  six  per  cent,  in  like  value  as 
the  money  loaned ;  "  and  that  it  would  he  expedient  to  open  the  loan  offices,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, to  receive  such  loans  as  should  be  judged  necessary,  and  to  take  measures  to  facilitate 
and  expedite  such  loans. 

The  fourth  resolve  was  as  follows  :  — 

"  Resolved  that  it  be  and  herel)y  is  recommended  to  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  to  repeal  their  Embargo  Acts  respecting  Inland  Trade  and  also  to  the  States 
of  Rhode  Island  &  New  Hampshire  to  do  the  same  if  any  Embargo  Acts  are  now  sub- 
sisting there,  so  far  as  concerns  those  States  wlio  may  Adopt  Measures  for  Limiting  the 
Prices  of  Merchandize  &  Produce."  —  Ibid.,  vol  114,  ji).  94. 

The  preamble  to  the  tilth  resolve  set  forth  that  the  public  safety  would  not  admit  of 
tl.e  immediate  repeal  of  the  embargo,  in  New  York,  upon  the  exportation  of  flour,  meal 
and  grain,  as  the  Continental  Army  was  dependent  upon  that  state  for  its  supply  of  those 
articles;  but,  since  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire  must 
be  greatly  distressed  without  some  supply  of  flour  from  that  state,  it  was  resolved  to 
recommend  to  the  state  of  New  York  to  furnish  the  three  states  named,  such  a  quantity  of 
flour  (if  consistent  with  the  public  safety)  as  would  be  suflicient  for  tlie  sultsistence  of  the 
troops  in  service  there,  and  for  the  use  "  of  the  inhabitants  upon  their  sea-coasts." 

A  circular  letter,  signed  by  Stephen  Hopkins,  president  of  the  convention,  and  attested 
l)y  Hezekiah  Wyllys,  secretary,  was  addressed  to  each  of  the  states  named  to  lie  repre- 
sented at  Philadelphia,  inviting  their  cooperation.  Letters  similarly  signed  and  attested, 
were  sent  to  the  more  southern  states,  enclosing  copies  of  the  resolves,  and  containing  the 
expression  of  an  earnest  wish  that  they  would  adopt  similar  measures ;  and  still  another 
letter,  with  similar  signatures  and  enclosures,  was  forwarded  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
giving  an  account  of  the  origin  of  the  convention,  and  of  its  doings,  and  of  tlie  letters 
sent  out  to  all  the  states,  and  requesting  him  to  lay  before  Congi-ess  the  papers  addressed 
to  him,  in  order  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  the  southern  states  through  the  recommen- 
dation of  that  body.  In  this  letter  it  was  declared  that,  tliough  they  "  do  not  conceive  that 
a  radical  cure  "  for  depreciation,  "  is  to  be  obtained  other  than  by  taxes  and  loans,"  yet 
the  large  demands  made  upon  New  York  and  Connecticut  for  flour,  for  the  army,  greatly 
incieased  the  distress  of  the  people  to  the  eastward.  The  letter  also  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress  the  practicability  of  getting  part  of  the  pulilic  supplies  from  the 
southward,  so  as  to  permit  New  York  and  Connecticut  to  afford  some  relief  to  their 
eastern  neighbors. 

Before  considering  the  action  of  the  Legislature  nptfn  the  report  of  the  doings  of  the 
convention  at  Hartford,  the  following  measures,  adopted  by  the  General  Court,  to  afford 
relief  to  teamsters  delayed  at  liostoii,  for  failure  to  comply  witli  the  strict  requirements  of 
this  chapter,  and  to  the  Navy  Hoard,  for  the  eastern  dei>artment,  who  were  also  embar- 
rassed by  the  operation  of  the  new  law,  deserve  attention:  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay.    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Sep^.  30  1779 

*  AVhereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  a  Number  of  Teams  belonging  to  Inhabitants 
of  this  State  who  live  at  a  great  Distance  from  the  Metropolis,  are  now  detained  with 
their  Loading  in  Boston  and  IMaces  adjacent  for  want  of  such  a  Certifieate  as  the  Em- 
bargo-Act just  passed,  requires :  And  whereas  it  would  be  attended  with  very  great 
Expence  to  the  Owners  to  retain  the  said  Teams  untill  such  Certificates  could  be  pro- 
cured from  such  distant  Places :  Therefore, 

Resolved  that  Maj'  Joseph   Ilosmer  &  M''  Josiah  Smith  be  a  Committee,  who  are 
licreliy  impowered  to  grant  Permits  to  all  such  Teamsters,  to  proceed  with  their  Loading 
to  tlic"  Towns  within  this  State  to  which  they  belong,  provided  the  Purchaser,  or  the  Seller, 
or  the  Teamster  of  the  Articles  which  are  proposed  to  be  carried  away,  will  give  Security 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Committee  that  the  Articles  to  be  sent  by  the  said  Teams 
shall  not  be  carried  out  of  this  State,  nor  be  disposed  of  in  any  way  inconsistant  with  the 
true  End  and  Design  of  the  late  Embargo- Act,  any  thing  in  said  Act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.   Sejit  up  for  (Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk'' 
In  Council  Septemr    30'.  1779    Read  &  Concurred                John  Avery  D  Sew  — 
Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  221,  p.  202. 
"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sep'.   30.  1779 

t  Resolved,  That  M''  Hastings,  M''  Allen  &  Coll  Hutchinson  be  added  to  the  Committee 
this  Day  appointed  to  grant  I'ermits  to  Teamsters  and  — 

Orderd,  That  the  Petitions  of  Samuel  Broome,  James  Vernor  &  others  —  and  John 
Peak  &  others,  be  committed  to  said  Committee 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk'' 

In  Council  Septem';    30'.'    1779    Read  &  Coticurred  John  Avery  D  SoJ" 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  l)y  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  193. 

"  To  The  Ilonb'.e  the  Council  and  Ilon''i.e  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  General  Coiu't  Assembled  at  Boston  Sep";    1779 

The  Navy  Board  for  the  Eastern  Department.  Beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  honors, 
(he  great  inconvenience,  &  distress,  they  Labour  under,  in  respect  to  the  officers  &  Crews 
</f  the  Continental  Ships,  not  being  permitted  to  Transi)ort  their  Goods,  taken  in  Prizes, 
to  tlicir  Several  places  of  abode;  they  being  under  the  necessity  of  receiving  the  Goods, 
in  consequence  of  public  Sales  l)eing  jirohibited:  which  if  tlie.y  are  not  Allowed  to  Trans- 
port, to  their  Several  places  of  abode,  must  Constrain  them  to  leave  the  Service,  many  of 
them  having  Teams  now  waiting  in  this  Town  to  carry  them  off—    We  Conceive  their 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  OXXII.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  CXXV. 
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Complaints,  if  not  redressed  by  your  honors,  will  have  a  Tendency  to  prevent  our  getting 
the  Ships  to  Sea  for  many  reasons  too  obvious  to  need  mentioning  — 

Therefore  beg  Your  honors' will  take  such  measures  in  this  matter,  as  in  Yotir  wisdom 
you  may  think  proper  &  necessary.     We  are  with  the  gi-eatest  respect  Your  honors  most 
obed'  humi''"'  Sei-v'^ 
Navv  Board  East"  Departm'  Wm   Vernon 

Boston  Septemr  29,  1779  for  the  Board  "  — Ibid.,  p.  199. 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Representation  made  by  the  Navy-Board, 
setting  forth  '  the  great  Inconvenience  and  Distress  they  labour  under  in  respect  to  the 
Officers  and  Crews  of  the  Continental  Ships  not  being  permitted  to'Transpoit  their  Goods, 
taken  in  Prizes,  to  their  several  Places  of  Abode':  have  attended  that  Service,  and  ask 
Leave  to  Report  the  following  Resolve 
State  of  Massachusette-Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Sep";  30  1779. 
*  Resolved  that  Jonathan  Metcalf  Esqr  Mr  Nathaniel  Morton  '&  Capt  Benjamin 
Bonney  be,  and  they  hereby  are  impoweredand  directed  to  grant  Permits  to  sucli  of  the 
Officers  or  Crews  of  the  continental  Ships  of  War  now  in  this  State,  as  may  apply  fur  the 
same,  for  transporting  to  their  respective  Places  of  Abode,  such  Shares  or  parts  of  shares 
of  Prize-Goods  by  them  taken,  as  they  may  want  to  have  so  transported:  Provided  the 
Person  so  applying,  shall  first  proditce  a  Certificate  from  the  Continental  Agent,  ^  that 
the  Goods  for  which  the  Permit  is  requested,  are  the  Property  of  the  Person  so  requesting, 
and  that  he  received  the  same  as  his  Share,  or  part  of  his  Share  of  the  Prize  or  Prizes 
taken  by  the  said  Continental  Ships  :  any  thing  in  the  embai-go-Act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.   Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spki" 

In  Council  Septemr  SOtJi  1779  Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  A  Viz'  at  A 
insert  to  the  Truth  of  which  he  shall  make  Oath 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery  D  Se^' 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept  30.  1779    Read  &  concurrd. 

John  Hancock  Spk 
Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid., p.  198. 
"  State  of  ) 

Massachusetts  Bay  j  In  the  House  of  Representatives  October  I  1779 
t  Whereas  a  Resolve  passed  this  Court  the  30*^  of  Sep""  appointing  a  Committee  with 
Powers  &  Directions  to  grant  Permits  to  any  Officers  or  Crews  belonging  to  any  of  the 
Continantal  Frigates  in  this  State  on  Provision  that  the  Continantal  Agant'Should  furnish 
the  Party  applying  with  a  Certificate  on  bath  that  the  articles  for  which  the  permit  was 
wanted,  were  the  Property  of  the  Person  so  applying :  which  upon  Experience  is  found 
Impracticable,  Therefore 

Resolved  that  if  any  of  the  Officers  or  Crews,  or  any  of  their  Agants,  shall  make  oath 
that  the  Goods  for  which  the  Permit  is  Requested,  are  the  Property,  of  the  Person,  for 
whom  Such  Request  is  made,  &  that  the  Said  Person,  Received  the  Same,  as  his  Share,  or 
Part  of  his  Share,  of  the  Prize  or  Prizes  taken  by  the  Said  Continantal  Ships  in  their  last 
Crase,  the  Committee  aforesaid  .are  authorized  &  Dh'ected  to  Grant  Permits  accordingly, 
the  aforesaid  Resolve  Notwithstanding. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  Octo';    1'.  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Secy 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  p.  208. 
The  following  pi-oceedings  show  how  the  assistant  commissaries  of  purchases  for  the 
army  were  embarrassed  l)y  the  act,  and  what  relief  was  afforded  them  :  — 
""  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  — 
To  the  Hont^'e  the  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled 
Octr    2J   1779  — 

The  Memorial  of  the  Subscribers,  Commisaries  Appointed  to  forward  provisions  &c.  for 
the  use  of  the  Continental  Army.  —     Humbly  Shew. 

That  very  great  inconvenience  Arises  in  Consequence  of  a  late  Act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  State,  prohibiting  all  Articles  from  being  forwarded  to  the  Army  unless 
passes  for  the  same  are  signed  by  certain  Persons  men tion'd  in  said  Act.  Your  Memo- 
rialists would  inform  the  Hon'^;*'  Court  that  large  qnantities  of  stores  are  Order'd  immedi- 
ately from  Boston  and  the  several  Maccazeines  at  Sherburne,  Sudbury  Watertown  and 
Westborough,  that  as  there  is  only  one  Person  Appointed  in  each  of  those  Counties  to 
sign  permits,  And  as  they  can  Attenil  at  one  place  only,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  it  will 
be  Utterly  impossible  for  said  Stores  to  be  forwarded  with  that  dispatch,  that  the  public 
good  requires.  Great  Number  of  Teams,  are  now  waiting  at  several  of  those  places,  &  can- 
not be  forwarded  without  riding  Twenty  or  Thirty  miles  for  a  pass  for  each  Team  and 
Teamsters  will'  not  wait  untill  they  are  llegtilarly  supply'd  with  passes  Agreable  to  said 
Act,  &  it  beiti^  with  the  utmost  difficulty  Teams  are  procui-ed  at  any  rate  — 

Wherefore  Your  Memorialist  pray  the  same  may  be  taken  under  the  Consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly  And  the  inconveniences  now  subsisting  removed.  And  as  in  Duty 
bound  will  ever  pray" —  Miller  &  Tr.vcy    A.  C.  P 

Ja  Richardson    A.  C.  Iss» 
WiLLM    Hunt    A.  C.  Issi ."  —Ibid.,  p.  266. 
"  .State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
To  the  honbie  Council  &  house  of  Re|)resentatives  in  gen'..  Court  asembled  — 
The  petition  of  Nathaniel  Ruggles  of  Roxbury  humbly  sheweth.  —  that  whereas  he  be- 
ing appointed  Assistant  Commissary  of  purchases  in  the  eastern  Department,  &  is  directed 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CXXIII.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  CXXXII. 
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by  the  Depy  Com»y  Gen'.,  of  Purclis.  of  s<!.  department  to  supply  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  at  the  post  of  Boston  with  Frcsli  provisions,  likewise  to  send  Cattle  &  sheep 
to  Cumberland  to  supply  the  troops  at  the  post  of  Providence  in  the  btate  of  Rhode- 
Island. —  Your  petitioner  has,  since  the  commencement  of  this  ifear,  sent  a  drove  of  Cat- 
tle or  Sheep  to  said  place,  once  in  about  every  ten  or  twelve  days,  &  still  continues  to  send 
after  the  same  manner.  — 

lie  collects  the  greatest  part  of  the  Catile  in  Medfiold,  Med  way,  Bellingham,  Sherbune, 
Holliston,  Mcndon,  Wrentham,  Franklin  &  their  neighbourhood,  which  is  the  greatest 
part  of  the  way  from  Hoston  to  Cumberland  aforesaid;  (he  now  finds  himself  greatly 
embarrassed  by  the  late  embargo  Act  of  said  State ;)  by  which  he  is  to  obtain  a  certificate 
from  the  honb  e  board  of  War  of  this  State  and  as  he  cannot  ascertain  the  number  of  his 
drove  untill  he  gets  the  greater  part  of  the  way  to  Cumlierland  afore3<!.  he  then  must 
be  oblidged  to  return  to  Boston  to  obtain  a  Certificate,  which  will  cause  a  great  delay 
&  likewise  a  great  expence  to  the  public;  Your  petitioner  prays  your  honors,  to  take  the  , 
matter  into  consideration,  &  releive  him  as  you  in  your  great  Wisdom  shall  think  best ;  & 
your  petitioner  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  prav.  — 

Roxb- 2'!    Octo": /79  Nathl    Ruggles  A.  C.  Pu'L,."— i5?rf.,  P- 265. 

"  State  of  Massacimsetts  Bay.    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct"  5.  1779 

*  On  The  Memorial  of  Messrs  M'iller  &  Tracey  &  others  A.  C.  P.  —  Also  Nath'.  Rug 
gles  of  Roxbury  A  C  P.  — have  represented  to  this  Court  that  Great  inconvenience  Arises 
in  Consequence  of  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  prohibiting  all  Arti- 
cles from  being  forwarded  to  the  Army  unles  passes  for  the  same  are  signed  by  certain 
Persons  mentioned  in  said  Act, 

Resolved  that  Mess"  Miller  &  Tracey  A.  C  P.  be  and  thay  hereby  are  impowered  to 
give  permits  to  any  Teamer  or  Teamers  Loaded  with  Continental  Stores,  Transporting 
from  Town  to  Town  in  this  State  or  out  of  it,  provided  each  of  them  First  Take  the  Fol- 
lowing Oath  before  some  Justice  of  the  peace  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  viz  —  I,  A,  C,  do 
solemenly  Sware  that  I  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  give  a  permit  to  any  Teamer  or 
Teamers  or  any  other  person  to  carry  any  Goods  wares  or  Marchandize  but  what  is  Con- 
tinental property,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army  or  Navy,  so  help  me  God. 

And  If  any  Teamer  or  Teamers  Shall  have  any  Goods  wares  or  marchandize  Other 
than  is  contained  in  his  pennit  it  shall  be  liable  to  be  Stcfpped  seized  &  Forfeited  in  the 
Same  way  and  manner  as  is  Prescribed  in  the  Act  made  to  prevent  sundry  Articles  being 
exported  from  this  to  the  neighbouring  States. 

And  it  is  Further  Resolved' that  Nath'.  Ruggles  A.  C.  P  of  Roxbury,  be  &  he  hereby 
is  empowered  to  give  permits  to  any  of  his  Drovers  of  Live  Stock  purchased  for  the  Con- 
tinental Anny  or  Navy  to  drive  from  Town  to  Town  in  this  State  or  out  of  it,  provided 
he  Shall  First  Take  the  Following  oath  before  some  Justice  of  the  peace  in  the  County  of 
SxifFclk  viz . 

I  A  C  do  solemenly  Sware' that  I  will  not  directly  or  Indirectly  give  a  permit  to  any 
Drover  or  any  Cther  person  to  drive  Live  stock  but  what  is  Continental  property  for  the  use 
of  the  Continental  Army  or  Navy,  so  help  me  god. 

And  If  any  drover  shall  have  any  more  Live  Stock  than  is  contained  in  his  permit  it 
shall  be  liable  to  be  stopped  seized'&  Forfeited  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  is  Pre- 
scribed in  the  Act  made  to  prevent  Sundry  Articles  being  exported  from  this  to  the  Neigh- 
bouring States 

And  it  is  Further  Resolved  that  Joseph  Baker  A.  C  P  of  Westbourgh  in  the  County  of 
Worcester,  be  &  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  pive  permits  to  any  of  his  drovers  of  Live 
Stock  purchased  for  the  Continental  Army  or  Na\7'  to  drive  from  Town  to  Town  in  this 
State  or  out  of  it,  provided  he  Shall  First  Take  the  Following  Oath  before  some  Justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  County  of  Worcester  viz  — 

I.  A.  C.  do  solemenly  Sware  that  I  will  not  directly  or  indkectly  give  a  permit  to  any 
di-over  or  any  Other  person  to  drive  Live  Stock  but  what  is  Continental  property  for  the 
use  of  the  Continental  Army  or  Navy  so  help  me  god. 

And  if  any  drover  shall  have  any  more  Live  Stock  than  is  contained  is  his  permit  it 
shall  be  liable  to  be  Stopped  Seized  and  Forfeited  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  is  pre- 
scribed in  the  Act  made  to  prevent  Sundry  Articles  being  exported  from  this  to  the 
neighbom-ing  States. 

Sent  up  for  ConcuiTence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  Ocf    n'.  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Sec-^  — 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  /6u/.,  p.  263. 

The  report  of  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts  to  the  convention  at  Hartford,  was  read 
in  Council,  November  Uth,  and  forthwith  committed  to  Messrs.  Greenlcaf,  Wales  and 
Freeman,  of  the  House,  and  Benjamin  Greenleaf  and  Moses  Gill,  of  the  Council,  who 
had  previously  been  appointed  to  consider  a  letter  from  Samuel  Holten,  together  with  a 
copy  of  an  address  by  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  enclosed  therewith.  This  joint  cominittce 
made  a  report,  embracing  the  report  of  the  delegates  and  the  letter  and  address  aforesaid. 
While  confessing  tiiat  the  efibrts  of  the  Assembly,  and  of  the  people  in  conventions,  had 
"proved  ineflectual  for  the  purposes  intended "t  yet,  as  there  was  a  possibility  that  the 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CLXV. 

t  It  may  safely  be  affirmed  that  no  persons  in  the  community  were  more  zealous  to  promote  tne 
success  of  all  measures  adopted  in  the  popular  couventions,  for  cliecking  dcprteialioii  of  the  eiir- 
rencj-,  than  were  the  manat't-rs  of  the  patriotic  press;  and  yet  the  following  will  serve  to  slmw 
bow  even  these  earnest  supporters  of  the  popular  measures  were  obliged  to  yield  to  the  operation 
of  those  unwritten,  but  Inexorable,  laws  which  fix  the  value  of  all  mediums  of  exchange,  and 
against  which  the  crude  expi  dients  devised  by  the  leaders  of  the  people,  were  unavailing. 

"  The  Subscribers,  publishers  of  the  Boston  News-Papers,  having  hitherto  strictly  complied 
with  the  regulations  of  the  ConveDtion  at  Concord,  at  length  find  it  of  no  effect  for  them  to  stem 


1262  Province  Laws. —  1779-80.  [Notes.] 

[REVOLUTIONARY    PERIOD  —  ' '  STATE."] 

proposed  general  convention  of  the  states,  at  Philadelphia,  in  January,  might "  procure  some 
relief  froni"  their "  in'csent  embarrassments,"  they  recommended  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners from  this  state,  to  that  convention,  and  that,  "  when  a  determination"  should  lie 
"  had  on  this  matter,  an  account  thereof  I)e  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  in  reply  to  their  addi'ess."  They  also  i-ecommended  the  repeal  of  the  present 
chapter,  and  of  chapter  15,  in  addition  thereto.  This  report  was  read  in  Council,  Decem- 
ber 3d,  and  only  so  much  of  it  accepted  as  recommended  the  repeal  of  this  chapter  and 
of  chapter  15;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  said  repeal  No  such 
bill  was  passed,  however,  until  the  next  year. 

While  these  proceedings  were  taking  place  in  Massachusetts,  the  Continental  Congress 
was  taking  measures  to  encom-age  the  states  to  enact  laws,  to  go  into  operation  on  the 
first  of  February,  to  eflfect  a  general  limitation  of  prices  throughout  their  respective  juris- 
dictions ;  as  set  forth  in  the  following  resolves,  passed  on  the  nineteenth  of  November,  and 
communicated  in  a  letter,  dated  November  22d,  from  Samuel  Huntington,  president  of 
Congress :  — 

"  Whereas  the  fluctuating  state  of  prices  not  only  causes  inequality  and  injustice  in  pri- 
vate dealings,  and  in  furnisliing  the  public  supplies  from  ,the  several  states,  Ijut  renders  it 
impracticable  to  make  the  proper  estimates  for  future  expences,  and  to  fix  equitable  sala- 
ries for  those  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  :  and  whereas  the  estimates,  ac- 
cording to  which  the  requisitions  for  the  taxes  of  the  succeeding  year  have  been  made  by 
the  resolution  of  the  6th  of  October  last,  have  been  formed  on  the  principle,  that  the  prices 
of  commodities  necessary  for  the  public  use,  would  not  exceed  twenty  fold  of  the  former 
prices,  and  should  they  rise  above  that  rate  the  taxes  must  be  accordingly  cncreased,  but 
should  they  fall  below  it  the  suri)lus  of  the  sum  raised  may  be  applied  to  the  sinking  fund : 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  states  forthwith  to  enact  laws 
for  establishing  and  carrying  into  execution  a  general  limitation  of  prices  throughout  their 
respective  jurisdictions,  on  the  following  principles,  and  to  commence  in  their  operation 
from  the  first  day  of  February  next. 

Articles  of  domestic  produce,  farming  and  common  laI)our,  the  wages  of  tradesmen  and 
mechanicks,  water  and  land  carriage,  not  to  exceed  twenty  fold  of  the  prices  current 
through  the  various  seasons  of  the  year  1774. 

Articles  imported  from  foreign  parts  to  be  in  due  proportion  with  labour  and  the  arti- 
cles as  above  stated,  making  a  proper  allowance  for  freight,  insurance  and  other  charges. 

Salt  and  military  stores,  whether  of  home  manufacture,  or  imported  from  aljroad,  to  be 
excepted  from  limitation  of  price. 

Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  enact  strict  laws  against  en- 
grossing and  withholding;  and  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  having  the  same  carried 
into  full  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  from  the  eastern  states  to  New- 
York  inclusive,  at  their  meeting  in  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  on  the  '20th  of  October  last, 
discover  a  generous  attention  to  the  public  good,  and  are  well  calculated  to  promote  the 
same :  it  is  nevertheless  expected  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  giving  effect  to  these  resolu- 
tions, as  the  same  general  purpose  may  thereby  be  attained  and  at  an  earlier  period. 

Resolved,  That  all  ofiicers  and  agents  employed  in  making  purchases  for  the  United 
States  be  du-ected  to  conform  strictly  to  all  regulations  that  are  or  may  be  established  in 
the  several  states : 

That  accounts  be  kept  and  returns  made  by  all  persons  employed  to  make  purchases  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  or  to  hu-e  vessels,  carriages  or  men  for  the  service  of  the 
same,  of  the  prices  l)y  them  respectively  given  in  such  states  as  shall  not  before  the  first 
day  of  February,  1780',  i^ass  laws  for  the  limitation  of  prices  agreeable  to  the  recommenda- 
tion contained  "in  the  foregoing  resolutions;  to  the  intent  that  such  states  as  shall  have 
neglected  to  pass  laws  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  may  respectively  be  charged  in  the  pub- 
lic" accounts  with  the  agijiegate  amount  of  the  difference  of  prices  paid  from  and  after  the 
said  first  day  of  February,  1780,  in  such  states  and  those  in  which  such  laws  may  have 
been  enacted."  —  Journals  of  Congress  :  Nov.  19,  1779. 

The  letter  above  mentioned  was  read  in  Council,  December  7th,  and  immediately  sent 
down  to  the  House,  together  with  the  foregoing  resolves.  In  the  House,  the  letter  was  read  on 
the  16th ;  and  thereupon  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Gorham,  Pick- 
ering and  Hutchinson,  of  the  House,  and  Thomas  Cushing  and  Josiah  Stone  of  the  Council, 
to  consider  the  same,  and  report  what  was  to  be  done  thereon.  The  report  of  this  com- 
mittee and  the  doings  of  the  Legislature  thereon  are  as  follows  :  — 

*"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  Consider  of  the  Letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress  dated  the  22  of  November  last  togather  with  the  llesolutions  accompany- 
ing the  Same  have  attended  the  Service  &  beg  leave  to  Report  that  it  is  Expedient  for  the 
General  Assembly  inxmediately  to  Appoint  some  suitable  Persons  as  Delegates  to  represent 
this  State  at  the  Convention  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January 

the  torrent  of  avarice  alone;  therefore,  in  justice  to  themselves  and  families,  they  are  obliged  to 
advance  the  price  of  their  Papers  to  61.  per  half  year,  exolusive  of  postage.  Should  tliis  Virioe 
appear  too  high,  the  Printers  would  be  happy  in  supplying  any  gentlomi  ii  with  News  Papers  at 
the  regulated  price,  they  receiving  their  pay  in  any  kind  of  country  produce,  at  the  same  rale. 

B.  Edes  and  Sons. 

J.  Gill. 

N.  Willis. 

Dkapeb  and  Folsom 

White  and  Adaius." 
Independent  Chronicle,  Nov.  25,  1779. 
*  Printed  resolves  of  the  December  Bession,  chapter  X. 
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next  in  order  to  Consider  of  the  Expediency  of  Limiting  the  Prices  of  articles  of  Produce 
and  Merchandize,  agrea)jle  to  the  rccommendaiion  of  tlieOinvciition  lately  held  at  Hart- 
ford and  that  all  further  rrocecdin^.i  with  respect  to  the  Limitation  of  the  tirticles  above 
mentioned  be  Suspended  untill  the  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  that  may 
be  held  at  Philadelphia  in  January  next  shall  be  receiv'd  by  this  Court 

All  which  is  Submitted  Thomas  Cushing  i>  order 

In  Council  Deer  17  »ll  1779    Read  &  Accepted 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery      D  Se>' 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Dec;    17.  1779 

Read  &  concurrd  Johx  Hancock      Spk'' 

Consented  to  "—  [Signed  bylifteen  of  the  Council].  —Mass.  Archives,  vol. '21b,  p.  275. 

Thcrexipon,  Messrs.  Elbridge  Gerry  and  Samuel  Osgood  were  appointed  commissioners 
for  Massachusetts ;  and,  on  the  20th,  Messrs.  Dunbar,  Choatc  and  Allen,  of  the  House,  and 
Messrs.  Caleb  and  Thomas  Cushing,  of  the  Council,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report 
a  draught  of  instmctions  *  for  their  guidance ;  who  made  a  report  the  next  day,  which  was 
accepted  by  the  Council,  and,  on  the  22d,  concurred  in  by  the  House,  "  as  taken  into  a  new 
draught,"  as  follows :  — 

"  To  The  Hon'''"  Elbridge  Gerry  Eq""  and  Samuel  Osgood  Esq'' 
Gentlemen 

The  General  Assembly  having  appointed  you  Commissioners  to  Represent  this  State  at 
the  Convention  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  "VVednesday  of  January  next,  you 
are  hereby  authorised  and  Impowered  to  meet,  at  the  time  &  Place  before  mentioned.  Such 
Commissioners  as  may  be  Appointed  by  other  United  States  and  to  Confer  and  Consult 
with  them  upon  the  Expediency  of  Limiting  the  Prices  of  Articles  of  Produce  and  Mer- 
chandize ;  — 

In  your  Deliberations  upon  this  important  Subject  you  will  duely  Consider,  on  the  one 
Side,  the  advantages,  that,  (it  has  been  suggested),  will  Acrue  from  such  a  measure, 
amonng  others,  that  it  will  tend  to  giue  stability  to  our  Currency,  Prevent  that  inequality 
and  Injustice  in  private  Dealings,  as  well  as  in  furnishing  the"  Public  supplies  from  the 
several  states,  which  have  arisen  from  the  fluctuating  state  of  Prices,  &  that  it  will  ren- 
der it  practicaljle  for  Congress  &  the  several  states  to  make  the  proper  Estimates  for  their 
future  Expences  &  to  fix  adequate  salleries  upon  those  who  are  in  the  public  service; 
These  are  Important  Objects  and  ought  to  be  attended  to  —  on  the  other  side,  you  will 
duely  Advert  to  the  many  oljjections"  that  have  been  made  to  such  a  plan  &  the  many 
Difflcnlties  that  will  attend  the  Execution  of  it,  for  in  case  such  a  measure  shovild  be  at- 
tempted &  fail  in  the  Execution,  you  must  lie  sensible,  it  will  be  attended  with  many 
pernicious  Consequences,  It  will  greatly  weaken  the  hands  of  Government  as  well  as  throw 
us  into  the  greatest  Embarrasements  &  will  haue  a  fatal  tendency  further  to  Depreciate 
our  Currency;  Amoung  many  other  Objections  &  Difficulties,  that  might  be  mentioned  & 
which  will  naturally  occur  to  your  minds  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  It  may  be  well 
to  Consider,  whether  it  has  not  been  found  that  a  Limitation  of  Prices,  intead  of  appre- 
ciating or  giving  stal)ility  to  our  money  has  not  rendered  it  in  a  manner  Useless,  ?  Has 
not  shut  up  om'  Granaries,  discouraged  Husbandry  and  Commerce  and  starved  our  Sea 
Ports,  in  short  whether  it  has  not  created  such  a  stagnation  of  Business  and  such  a  With 
olding  of  articles  as  has  oblidgcd  the  People  to  give  up  the  measure  or  submit  to  starv- 
ing? Whether  from  these  repeated  Tryalls  &  Failures,  That  Confidence  (which  is  so 
absolutely  necessary  in  Case  of  a  Limitation)  is  not  so  far  lost,  between  the  States  and  the 
Members  of  each  state,  that  this  alone  must  prevent  the  Execution  of  such  a  measure,  as 
each  Person  will  be  Waiting  to  see  his  neighbour's  Compliance,  in  the  mean  time  withold- 
ing  every  supply  from  his  Freind  &  his  Conntiy  ?  Whether  it  has  not  thi'own  the  Honest 
&"Concientious  part  of  the  Community  into  the  hands  of  Sharpers,  Monopolizes  &  Ex- 
tortioners and  while  it  has  operated  as  a  restraint  upon  the  Former  to  their  great  loss  & 
Damage,  it  has  not  afforded  an  Opportunity  to  the  Latter,  whose  only  principle  is  that  of 
Gain,  by  their  Cunning  and  Deceit,  to  aggrandize  &  Enrich  themselves  to  the  no  small 
Detriment  of  their  Country  ? 

You  will  also  consider  Whether  it  is  possible  to  Carry  an  act  for  this  Purpose  into  Exe- 
cution in  the  method  prescribed  by  Congress,  when,  upon  tryall,  it  will  be  found,  that  by 
the  method  they  Propose,  the  Prices  of  Labour  &  Produce  will  be  reduced  more  than  two 
Thirds,  while  the  articles  of  Foreign  Produce  will  be  I'educcd  but  a  Trifle,  if  anything  at 
all,  Can  it  be  supposed  the  People  in  general  will  submit  to  it  ?  for  However  reasonable  it 
may  appear  to  men  of  Candor  &  Discernment  &  those  who  will  thorougly  examine  into  y 
Causes  of  it,  yrt  the  Bulk  of  the  People  will  apprehend  they  arc  Imposed  upon  and  it  will  > 

be  extreamly  difflcult,  if  possible,  to  Convince  them  to  the  Contrary —you  will  further 
Consider,  whether,  if  such  a  Limitation  should  take  place  &  Could  be  Efiectually  carried 
into  Execution,  it  would  not  be  the  means  of  Disappointing  Congress  of  such  supplies  of 
money  as  they  Depend  upon  from  their  late  recommendations  for  Taxation,  &  thereby 
oblidge  them  to  that  measure  which  they  are  so  very  sollicitous  to  avoid,  Vizt :  The  mak 
ing  further  Emissions  to  delrcy  the  pul)lic  Expences,  for  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
People  in  general  would  submit  to  such  a  large  reduction  of  the  prices  of  their  Produce 
and  at  the  same  time  submit  to  such  large  Taxes  as  the  Requsitions  from  Congress  now 
Demand  ?  we  trust  you  will  give  these  objections,  as  well  as  every  thing  Else  that  may  be 
offered  iiro  &  Con  upon  this  interesting  mattei',  in  Convention,  their  diie  weight  and  after 
all  we  leave  it  with  you  to  act  according  to  your  best  judgement  and  discretion,  and  in 
Case  you  should,  after  mature  &  thorough  Consideration,  Judge  the  measure  to  be  Ex- 
pedient &  Practicable  &  find  that  it  is  highly  probable  it  will  ba  adopted  by  all  the  rest  of 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XXIL 


1264  Province  Laws.  — 1779-80.  [Notes.] 

[revolutionary  period  —  "  STATE."] 

ye  United  States,  yoii  will  tlieii  Proceed  upon  the  Business  &  make  report  of  your  Pro- 
ceedings to  this  rourr,  that  they  may  take  such  order  thereupon,  as  they  shall  then  judge 
will  best  promote  the  Puijlic  VVeal."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  141,  p.  11'). 

The  convention  met  on  Saturday,  the  29th  of  Januaiy,  1780,—  the  following  being  the 
commissioners  appointed  ijom  all  the  states  represented,  except  Massachusetts  :  Nathaniel 
Folsom  and  Nathaniel  Pcabody  from  New  Hampshire;  William  Ellcry  from  llhodc 
Island ;  Roger  Sherman  and  Oliver  Elsworth  from  Connecticut ;  Silas  Conduit  and  Thomas 
Fennimore  from  New  Jersey;  William  Moore,  William  Henry  and  John  Bull  from  Penn- 
sylvania; Thomas  McKean,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke  and  George  Latimer  from  Delaware ;  and 
William  Paca,  John  Henry  and  Joseph  Gilpin  from  Maryland:  of  whom  only  the  com- 
missioners from  the  New-England  states,  Messrs.  Henry  and  Bull  of  Pennsylvania,  Van 
Dyke  of  Delaware,  and  Henry  of  Maryland  were  present  when  the  resolves  were  passed. 

The  Assembly  of  New  York  had  not  met  since  the  convention  at  Hartford,  ami  hence 
no  commissioner  h.id  been  appointed  from  that  state.  The  convention,  however,  had  "  the 
fullest  assurance  "  that  the  measures  which  they  might  adopt  would  be  agreed  to  by  New 
York. 

The  convention  chose  William  Moore,  president,  and  Samuel  Osgood,  secretary ;  and 
adjourned  several  times,  during  debate,  until  Februaiy  7tli,  when,  afterexpressing  their 
opinion  of  the  necessity  of  the  cooperation  of  all  the  states  mentioned  in  the  call,  resolves 
were  offered  desiring  the  president  to  inform  the  governors  of  Virginia,  and  New  York, of 
the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  and  request  them  to  give  the  earliest  notice  of  the  de- 
termination of  said  states  with  respect  to  appointing  commissioners  to  the  convention, 
"to  meet  the  same  at  their  adjournment."  Other  resolves  were  proposed,  appointing 
Messrs  Moore,  Ellery,  Gerry,  Paca  and  Henry  of  PennLylvania,  a  committee  to  form  a 
general  plan  for  the  limitation  of  prices,  and  lo  report  the  same  at  the  next  sitting  of  thj 
convention.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  record,  that  these  resolves  were  adopted ;  but  it 
does  appear  that,  on  the  Sth,  the  convention  adjourned  to  the  fourth  day  of  April,  to  meet 
at  the  State  House  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

A  report  of  the  doings  of  this  convention  was  forwarded  by  Samuel  Osgood,  in  a  letter 
to  President  Powell,  dated  Feb.  11, 1780,  which  was  read  in  Council,  on  the  14th  of  March, 
and  both  wei-e  sent  down  to  the  House,  where,  on  the  same  day,  they  were  "  ordered  to 
lie." 

The  following  replies  to  letters  fi'om  the  president  of  the  Council,  to  the  governors  of 
Connecticut  and  New  York,  show  that,  as  late  as  Feljriiary  23d,  in  the  latter  state,  and 
March  lOth,  in  the  former,  the  laws  forbidding  the  exportation  of  flour,  meal  and  grain, 
had  not  been  repealed :  — 

'•  Lebairon  lO'h  March  1780  — 

Sir.  I  have  before  me  your  Letter  of  the  W!}  January  last,  which  came  to  hand  on  the 
7'.^  February,  and  has  been  duly  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state,  together 
with  a  Letter  of  similar  Import  from  the  State  of  R :  Island. — 

In  Answer  (I  am  sorry  to  say  that,)  measures  of  a  similar  Nature,  altho'  urg'd,  have 
not  met  the  Approliation  of  the  General  Assembly  as  yet.—  Tho'  I  am  not  without  a  Hope, 
that  upon  reconsideration  in  May  next,  the  repeal  wishM  for  by  your  State,  may  be 
carried  — 

I  have  the  Honor  to  enclose  you  Copies  of  two  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State,  pass'd  at  their  late  sessions,  for  the  repeal  of  the  Tender  Act,  and  Establishment  of 
the  public  Credit  and  Faith  of  the  State  on  the  princlnles  of  Integrity  — 

—  The  Measure  is  dictated  by  our  wish  to  return  Once  more  to  those  paths  of  Justice  and 
Equity,  from  which  we  have  too  long  and  too  widely  deviated.—  And  tlje  Legislature  of 
the  state  cannot  but  Indulge  a  hope,  that  they  may  ultimately,  procure  honorable  and  es- 
sential Advantages,  not  to  this  only,  Init  (by  their  adoption  of  similar  measures)  their 
sister  states,  and  tlie  general  Interests  of  America  — 

With  all  Respect  I  am  sr.  Your  most  Ob  J.  II^".'^  servant 
Hone    Jere :  Powell  Esql  Jon^.'J  Trumbt-ll 

In  Council  March  17'."  17S0  Read  &  sent  down  with  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut  accompanying  the  same  —  John  Avert    D  Se>' 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  17.  1780  Read  &  thereupon  Orderd  That 
Mr  Tudor  Mr  Choate  &  May.  Osgood,  with  such  as  the  Hon"  Board  shall  join,  be  a 
Committee  to  consider  the  same  &  report  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Splc. 

In  Council  March  17'.*>  1780    Read  &  Concurred  and  Thomas  Cushing  &  Timi  Daniel- 
son  Esql' are  joined      '  John  Avert    D  Se>'."  — /6;Vi?.,  vo/.  137,'/?. '270. 
"  State  of  New  York  ss ;  In  Assembly  Febniary  2P>  1780. 

Resolved  (if  the  Honorable  the  Senate  shall  concur  herein)  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  be  requested  to  inform  the  Honorable  Jeremiah  Powell  Esquire  President  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  Answer  to  his  Letter  of  the  li.'.'  of  January  last,  that 
there  are  not  any  Laws  in  this  State  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  Merchandize  or  Pro- 
duce except  the  Act  for  preventing  the  Exportation  of  Flour  Meal  and  Grain,  and  which 
would  have  been  repealed  had  there  not  been  a  Failure  in  the  last  Crop,  That  a  repeal 
at  present  would  inevital)lv  be  attended  with  a  Dissolution  of  that  part  of  tlie  Army  v/hich 
is  stationed  within  this  State,  That  in  order  to  evince  this,  His  Excellency  be  pleased  to 
communicate  to  M''  Powel  the  Information  lie  may  have  received  of  the  present  Con  lition 
of  the  Army  with  respect  to  Provisions  and  the  Measures  which  the  Legislature  have  at 
the  last  and  this  present  Meeting  taken  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  supplies  and  at  the 
same  time  to  assm-e  M.'".  Powell,  that  the  prohibition  is  continued  solely  from  the  neces- 
sity of  retaining  in  the  State  a  Supply  of  Provision  for  the  Army  and  that  whenever  this 
necessity  shaUcease  the  Embargo  will  be  taken  oflf.  — 
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Ordered  that  M\  Jay  and  M":.  Fox  carry  a  Copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  the  Honor- 
able the  Senate  —  A  true  Copy 

John  M"  Kesson    Clk 

In  Senate  February  21st  1780  Resolved  that  this  Senate  do  concur  with  the  Hon^ie  the 
House  of  Assembly  in  theii'  said  Resolution.  — 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  Robt    Benson  Clerk. 

State  of  New  York  In  Assembly  FebJ"  21st  1780. 

Ordered  that  Mf  B  Paine  and  M-;  Smith  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  a 
Copy  of  the  Resolution  of  this  House,  and  Resolution  of  Concurrence  of  the  Honorable 
the  Senate,  on  the  Letter  from  the  Honorable  Jeremiah  Powell  Esquire  President  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  Bay  — 

By  order  of  the  Assembly  John  M"  Kesson  CWi."  —  Ibid., 

vol.202,  p.  73. 

"  Albany  23<l.  February  1780 

Sir,  I  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  and  communicating  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State  a 
Letter  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusett's  Bay  dated  the  14'.^  Ulto 
under  your  Signature  and  agrcable  to  their  concurrent  Resolutions  thereupon  of  the  21sf  & 
22d  Instant  (a  Copy  whereof  is  enclosed)  I  am  to  inform  you  that  there  are  not  any  Laws 
in  this  State  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  Merchandize  or  Produce  except  an  Act  for  pre- 
venting the  Exportation  of  Meal  and  Grain.  — 

The  Legislature,  induced  by  the  repeated  Representations  of  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  and  of  the  Honorable  Major  General  Heath  commanding  the  Continental 
Forces  in  this  State;  stating  the  distressed  Situation  of  our  Troops  for  Want  of  Provision 
and  that  if  they  were  not  speedily  supplied  a  Dissolution  of  our  Army  with  all  the  serious 
Consequences  that  would  attend  such  an  Event,  might  probably  ensue,  have  lately  passed 
a  Law  directing  all  the  Wheat  and  Flour  in  the  State  to  be  seized  and  delivered  over  to 
the  proper  Officers  for  the  Use  of  the  Army  except  an  Allowance  to  the  Inhabitants,  which 
considering  the  Failure  of  our  Crops  the  last  Year  and  the  Number  of  Families  that  have 
been  drove  by  the  Enemy  from  their  Habitations  on  the  Frontiers  into  the  more  interior 
Parts  of  the  Country,  can  scarcely  be  esteemed  competent  to  supply  their  Necessities. —  I 
am  informed  General  Heath  is  soon  to  repair  to  Boston  for  the  Recovery  of  his  Health  and 
1  would  wish  to  refer  you  to  him  for  a  more  particular  Account  of  the  Distresses  of  the 
Army  and  the  Necessity  of  the  Measures  adopted  by  this  State  for  their  Relief. — 

I  am  authorized  to  assure  you,  Sir,  that  the  Legislature,  impressed  with  the  strongest 
Desire  of  opening  a  free  and  uninterrupted  Communication  with  our  Sister  States  (to 
which  as  well  their  Interest  as  Inclination  naturally  leads  them)  are  anxious  for  an  Op- 
portunity of  manifesting  their  Intentions  by  a  Repeal  of  their  Embargo  Law  as  soon  as 
the  public  Safety  will  admit  of  it. — 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  highest  Respect  &  Esteem  Your  most  obd'  serv' 

The  Honbie  Jeremiah  Powel  Esq";  Geo  :  Clinton 

In  Council  March  22'1  1780  Read  &  Sent  down  with  a  Resolution  of  the  Gen'.  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  New  York  accompanying  the  Same  John  Aveuy    D  Se-^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  22-1780  Read  &  committed  to  the  Committee 
to  whom  the  Letter  from  Governor  Trumbull  was  committed  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk 

In  Council  March  22'  1780  Read  &  Concurred    John  Avery    D  Scy."— Ibid.,  p.  71. 

The  following  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  explain  why  the  General  Court 
passed  the  resolve,  given  below,  for  a  more  rigid  eiiforcement  of  the  embargo :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  several  states  be  called  on  forthwith  to  procure  their  respective  quotas 
of  supplies  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  as  follows,  to  wit, 

*  #  « 

Massachusetts-Bay,  56000  hundred  weight  of  beef, 
12126  bushels  of  salt, 
195628  gallons  of  rum. 

«  «  » 

Resolved,  That  pork  be  received  from  any  state  in  lieu  of  beef,  in  quantities  propori;ioned 
to  the  prices  assigned  to  each. 

Resolved,  That  continental  rum,  or  other  spirit  suitable  for  the  army,  be  received  in  lieu 
of  West-India  rum,  in  proportion  to  the  prices  assigned  to  each. 

Resolved,  That  the  articles  aforesaid  be  collected  and  deposited,  or  delivered  at  the 
risque  of  the  respective  states  in  such  places  within  each  state  respectively  as  the  com- 
mander in  chief  shall  judge  most  convenient,  except  tobacco,  which  is  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  commercial  committee. 

Provided,  That  such  of  the  said  articles  as  shall  be  destroyed  or  taken  l)y  the  enemy, 
after  being  deposited  as  aforesaid,  or  which  shall  be  damaged  by  long  keeping,  shall  be 
paid  for  by  the  United  Statrs  "  —  Journals  of  Congress:  Feb.  25,  1780. 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  Council  April  7.  1780 

*  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  S"tate,  are  earnestly  called  upon  by  Congress 
to  furnish  large  (Quantities  of  Beef  Pork  Salt  and  lium  for  the  Use  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  in  the  ensuing  Campaign 

In  Order  therefore  that  Nothing  may  be  wanting  ou  the  Part  of  this  State,  that  may  be 
necessary  for  the  Support  of  tlie  said  Army  at  this  important  Period  of  the  War,  antl  to 
put  the  same  in  Readiness  for  the  most  vigorous  operation,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Allies 
of  the  said  United  States.  Resolvd,  that  no  Beef  or  Pork  either  on  Hoof  or  in  Barril, 
nor  any  Molasses  Rum  or  Salt,  c  be  sufferd  to  be  transported  out  of  this  State,  by  Land 

*  Printed  resolvea  of  the  March  session,  chapter  CUV. 
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or  Water,  on  any  Account  or  Pretence  whatever,  unless  it  be  such  as  may  have  been  pur- 
chased for  the  Use  of  the  said  Army,  in  Pursuance  of  the  concurrent  Resohitions  of  Con- 
gress and  the  General  Assembly. 

And  to  the  End  that  this  Resolution  may  he  duly  and  strictly  observd,  it  is  fm-ther 
resolvd,  that  all  the  Powers  vested  in  the  Selectmen  or  Committees  of  Correspondence  of 
the  Towns  and  Plantations  within  this  State,  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundi'ed  and  seventy  nine,  intitled  '  an  Act  to  prevent  sundry  Articles 
being  exported  from  this  to  the  Neighboring  States.'  and  all  the  Directions  therein  given  to 
them  and  to  the  States  Attoumey  or  any  Person  appointed  to  act  under  liim,  and  also  all 
the  Powers  in  and  by  the  said  Act  vested  in  the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
60  far  as  such  Powers  and  Directions  respect  any  or  either  of  the  Articles  aforen;im'jd, 
shall  be  and  remain  in  full  Force  iintil  the  thirty  first  Day  of  Decemljsr  next  ensuing  any 
Limitation  of  Time  containd  in  the  aforementiond  Act  to  the  Contrary  notwithstamling 

And  it  is  further  Resolvd  that  when  any  Team  shall  be  loaded  with  Beef,  Pork  Salt 
Molasses  or  Rum,  or  any  horned  Cattle  or  Swine  shall  be  ch-iving,  to  be  transported  out 
of  this  State  for  the  Use  of  the  Anny,  the  Teamer  or  Driver  sluiU  have  a  Certificate  under 
the  Hand  of  a.  Charles  Miller  or  Joseph  Baker  Esqf  who  are  severally  ^  appointed  liy 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  to  purchase  Provisions  for  the  Army,  that  such  I5eef 
Pork  Salt  Molasses  or  Rtim,  and  such  Herds  of  Cattle  or  Swine  have  been  parchasd  and 
are  transporting  for  the  Use  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  And  upon  such  Certificate 
being  produced  (if  required)  to  any  of  the  Selectmen  or  Committees  aforesaid,  the  said 
Team  or  Drove  shall  be  sufferd  to  proceed  without  any  Let  or  Hindrance ;  any  thing  in 
the  aforesaid  Act  notwithstanding 

And  it  is  further  Resolvd  that  if  it  shall  hereafter  appear  that  any  of  the  Articles  afore- 
mentiond, had  been  transported  out  of  this  State,  contrary  to  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning 
of  this  Resolve,  the  Owner,  or  any  Person  carrying  the  same  shall  forfeit  the  Value  of 
such  Goods,  Cattle  or  Swine,  to  be  recoverd  by  a  special  Action  of  the  Case  in  any  Court 
proper  to  try  the  same  agreably  to  the  Dkection  in  the  Act  aforesaid. 

And  all  Civil  oflScers  within  this  State  are  hereby  strictly  injoind  to  use  their  utmost 
Exertions  for  the  effectual  Execution  of  the  foregoing  Resolves  — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avert    D  Se>' 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  8  — 1780  Read  &  concurrd,  with  the  following 
amendment  viz  dele  from  A  to  B,  and  insert '  such  Person  or  Persons  as  shall  hereafter 
be'    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  April  10  1780  Read  &  Concurrd  with  another  Amendment  at  C  Sent  down 
for  Concurrence  Sami-   Adams    Seer-* 

at  C  insert.  Except  reasonable  Sea  Stores 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  10  1780.    Read  &  concurrd 

John  Hancock    Splc 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  227,  p.  103. 

The  repeal  of  this  chapter  was  not  effected  until  during  the  next  Assembly,  June  17,  1780. 
See  chapter  4,  of  the  next  year,  and  the  note  thereto. 

Chap.  14.    '•  To  the  HonWe  the  Council  and  the  Honbie  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
'  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  at  a  Great  &  Gen'.  Court  to  be  holden  at  Boston  on  Wednes- 

day the  26ihof  May  Annoque  Domini  1779  — 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inhal  itants  of  the  southerly  part  of  Westfield,  in  the 
County  of  Hampshire  and  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, —  Humlily  shewetli  that  whereas 
we,  by  Reason  of  a  River,  and  our  Situation  being  much  nearer  the  Center  of  Southwic, 
than  the  Center  of  Westfield  &  consequently  nearer  the  public  Worship,  in  Southwic,  and 
in  all  Respects  can  be  better  accomodated  there, —  most  lumibly  jiray  yoin*  Honors  Con- 
sideration of  our  Situation,  and  that  we  with  our  Houses  &  Lands,  may  be  Set  off  from 
the  Town  of  Westfield,  in  such  a  Way  &  manner,  as  your  Honors  in  your  great  Wisdom 
shall  see  meet,  &  be  annexed  to  the  District  of  Southwic,  And  as  in  Dutv  bound  shall  ever 
pray 

David  fowler  Neheniah  Cartter 

Moses  Root  Tyler  Larrabee 

Samuel  Shelley  Samson  French  Jun* 

Seth  kellooo  Samson  French 

Phinehas  Kellogg  David  Fowler  Jr." —  Mass.  Ar- 

chives, vol.  185,/).  173. 

"To  the  Hon^'.ie  the  Council  and  the  Honbic  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  at  a  Great  and  General  Court  to  be  holden  at  Boston  on  Wednesday 
the  26'h  Day  of  May  A  D  1779 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  District  of  South  wick  in  the  County 
of  Hampshire,  and  State  aforesaid,  humbly  sheweth  That  the  Great  and  General  Court 
aforsaid  by  An  Act  thereof,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ,  One  Thousand,  seven  hun- 
dred, and  seventy,  set  off  the  District  by  certain  Lines  and  Boundaries,  as  by  the  same 
Act  appears,  and  bounded  the  District  Southerly  on  the  Line  of  Connecticut,  Afterwards 
the  Inhal)itants  thereof  erected  a  Meeting  House  near  the  Center  of  the  same  District. 
Since  which  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  State  of  C(mnccti(uit,  have  caused  a  Line, 
to  l)e  run  with  the  Northerly  Line  of  SufBeld,  in  such  a  Manner,  as  to  run  witliin  about 
half  a  Mile  of  Southwick  Meeting  House,  thereljy  taking  off  from  South  wick  one  third 
Part  of  the  Lands,  and  Inhabitants  which  were  included  in  Southwick 

Wherefore  Your  Petitioners,  humljiy  pray  your  Honors  Consideration  of  the  Promises, 
and  that  the  Northerly  Line  of  Southwick  may  l>e  extended  two  hundred  Hods  fun  lur 
North,  upon  Westfield,  parallel  with  the  (Jrigiiial  Nortli  Line  aforesaid,  so  as  to  iiicliulu 
the  aforesaid  two  hundred  Rods,  with  all  the  Inhabitants  dwelling  on  the  same,  in  as  full 
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and  ample  a  Manner,  as  if  said  Lands  and  Inliabitants  were  originally  included  in  South- 
wick,  and  as  in  Duty  bound  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray 

Noah  Loomis  ^  Cofliittee 
Silas  Fowleb  >  of  South- 
Abner  Fowler)  wick." — Ibid.,  vol.  22*4,  j».  223. 

The  foregoing  petitions  were  read  in  the  House,  May  31,  1779,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Phelps,  Pynchon  and  Brewster.  On  the  7tb  of  June  this  committee  reported  a  resolve  * 
ordering  the  petitioners, to  notify  the  town  of  Westfield  to  appear  and  show  cause,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 

On  the  fourth  of  October  the  House  concurred  in  a  resolve,  previously  passed  by  the 
Council,  that  the  prayer  of  the  district  of  Southwick  be  granted,  and  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  accordingly.  On  the  6th,  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  which  had 
passed  to  be  engrossed  on  the  5th,  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of 
the  Council. 

At  the  next  session,  the  following  petition  was  presented;  whereupon  a  resolvef  was 
jiassed,. November  30th,  suspending  the  operation  of  this  act  until  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court,  and  appointing  a  joint  committee  "  to  repair  to  the  town  of  Westfield,  and 
view  their  situation,"  and,  as  soon  as  may  be,  "  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
thereon : "  — 

"To  the  Honb'e  the  Council  and  the  Honbie  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  at  a  great  and  Gen'.  Court  to  be  holden  at  Boston  on  Wednesday  the 
tenth  Day  of  Nov  A  D.  1779  — 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Westfield  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your 
Honors  that  by  a  late  Act  of  Said  Court,  the  Town  of  Westfield  look  on  themselves  as 
greatly  Aggreived ;  vizt  by  taking  two  hundred  Rods  from  them  and  annexing  the  Same 
to  Southwic,  when  in  fact,  the  Inhabitants  of  Westfield  had  no  Notice  thei-eof  but  we 
humbly  Acknowledge  the  honbie  Court  did  what  was  necessary  on  their  Part,  to  give 
Notice  by  leaving  the  Same  with  their  Clerk,  but  neither  he  nor  the  Selectmen  of  West- 
field  ever  gave  Notice  to  the  Inhabitants,  for  their  Consideration  of  the  Same  until  after 
the  Time  had  elapsed  that  your  Honors  had  Assigned  for  Said  Inhabitants  to  shew  Cause 
&'^a  and  even  till  after  the  Act  had  passed  the  Court,  so  that  it  became  impossible  for  the 
Town  of  Westfield  to  shew  Cause,  why  your  Honors  should  not  establish  the  Prayer  of 
Southwic  for  that  Purpose 

Therefore  for  the  Reasons  above  the  Subscribers  humbly  pray  your  Honors  Considera- 
tion thereof,  with  their  Objections  and  that  the  same  Act  may  be  repealed  &  made  null  & 
Void  and  as  in  Duty  bound  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray  — 

John  Mosely  John  Phelps       ]  Committee 

John  Shepard  John  Ingersoll  >  for  S^  In- 

JoHN  Bancroft  J  habitants."  —  Ibid., 

vol.  225,  p.  144. 

The  report  of  this  committee  was  not  made  until  September  of  the  following  year.  It 
is  given  below,  together  with  the  doings  of  the  General  Court  thereon  :  — 

"The  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Westfield  in  November 
last  praying  that  the  Act  passed  in  October  last,  for  setting  off  Two  hundred  Rods  in 
Wedth  from  the  south  side  of  Westfield  to  the  Town  of  Southwick  might  be  repealed, 
have  attended  that  service  viewed  the  premisses  &  heard  the  parties  —  beg  leave  to  report  as 
their  Opinion  that  the  Line  mentioned  in  the  said  Act  as  the  Dividing  Line  between  said 
Towns  of  Westfield  and  Southwick  is  just,  and  equitable,  and  that  the  same  Line  here- 
after continue  and  be  Established  as  the  Dividing  Line  between  the  said  Towns.  —  all 
which  is  humbly  submitted  Noah  Goodman  <^  order 

In  Council  Sep''  19'.  1780    Read  &  Accepted 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avert    D  Sey 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept  19.  1780 

Read  &  Concurrd  John  Hancock    Spk 

Sept.  20th  1780  —  Reconsider'd  &  orderd  to  lie  on  the  Files  —  Consented  to"—  [Signed 
by  eight  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  232,  p.  228. 

The  above  vote  to  reconsider,  etc  ,  which  originated  in  the  House,  la  the  last  proceeding 
relating  to  this  subject,  in  the  Legislature,  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  By 
chapter  XLIV.  of  the  resolves  of  the  April  session,  1781  (April  20),  the  resolve  suspending 
the  operation  of  this  chapter  was  repealed,  and  this  chapter  was  ordered  to  be  "  in  full 
force,  as  soon  as  a  new  valuation  shall  be  established  by  the  Legislature."  J 

Chap.  15.  The  act  to  which  the  present  chapter  is  in  addition,  had  no  sooner  gone  into 
operation  than  numerous  unforeseen  difficulties  began  to  be  encountered.  The  note  to 
chapter  13  sets  forth  some  of  the  embarrassments  attending  the  enforcement  of  that  act, 
and  the  measures  adopted  to  avoid  them ;  and  from  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of 
this  chapter,  and  the  preamble  to  the  second  section,  may  be  gathered  the  nature  of  the 
other  defects  of  the  former  act,  which  led  to  the  enactment  of  the  present  chapter,  the  bill 
of  which  had  passed  to  engrossment  in  the  House,  and  had  been  sent  up  for  concurrence, 
as  early  as  the  thirtieth  of  September. 

In  the  Council  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  October  2d,  after  it  had  been  in  the 
hands  of  a  committee  of  conference ;  and  a  resolve  was  thereupon  passed  by  that  Board, 
referring  it  to  the  next  session.  This  not  having  been  agreed  to  by  the  House,  the  bill, 
after  having  been  submitted  to  a  second  committee  of  conference,  was  again  read,  in 
Council,  October  5th,  when  the  vote  of  October  2d  was  reconsidered,  and  the  vote  of  the 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  LIV. 
ilbid.,  November  BeesioD.cbnpter  C.  J  This  occurred  Mar.  6, 1782, 
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House  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  concurred  in,  with  nine  amen  Iments,  which,  on  the 
same  day,  the  House  agreed  to,  and,  on  the  day  following,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be 

GlltXCtcd" 

By  the  amendments  above  mentioned,  " session "  was  substituted  for  "year,"  in  the 
preamble ;  and,  in  the  first  section,  "  first "  was  changed  to  "  tenth,"  in  the  first  line ;  and 
the  passage  lieginning  with  "  unless,"  in  the  ninth  line,  and  ending  at  "  certificate,"  in  the 
tenth  line,  was  substituted  for  the  words,  "  no  satisfactory  evidence  having  been  given  to 
such  selectmen  or  committee."  In  the  first  line  of  the  preamble  to  the  second  section,  the 
words  "  this  and"  were  inserted;  and  in  that  section,  the  words  "  this  or"  were  inserted 
at  the  end  of  the  first,  and  the  beginning  of  the  second,  line;  as,  also,  "  or  shall  import  or 
brin",''  in  the  second  and  third  lines;  and  the  words,  "  were  imported  since  the  first  day 

of    "  '    '     ■  '  ...  ■-         . 

Concord, 

the 

visions 

tenth  and  eleventh  lines,  as  above  stated. 

In  engrossing  the  bill,  the  word  "  imported  "  was  omitted  after  "  them,"  in  the  seventh 
line;  also  the  word  "  the,"  in  the  first  line  of  the  preamble  to  the  second  section. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Octobf  7  1779 

*  Resolved  that  the  Sccreatary  of  This  State  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  to  Cause  The 
Act  Intitled  An  Act  in  Addition  to  An  Act  Intitled  an  Act  to  Prevent  the  Transportation 
of  Sundrie  Articles  out  of  This  State,  to  be  Published  in  the  Boston  &  Worcester  News 
Papers  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk 

In  Council  Ocf  7'  — 1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveuy    D  Scc^    , 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  224,  jj.  367. 

An  account  of  the  doings  of  the  convention  at  Concord,  referred  to  in  the  act,  has 
already  been  given  in  the  note  to  chapter  13,  ante. 

Chap.  16.    See  the  note  to  chapter  13,  ante. 

Chap.  17.  The  bill  of  this  chapter,  intended  to  reach  cases  not  provided  against  in  the 
former  acts  to  prevent  fraud  in  cord-wood  exposed  to  sale  (which  had  been  made  per- 
petual by  1772-73,  chapter  8),  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  House,  on  the  fifth  of 
October,  and  sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  "On  the  6th,  the  Council  voted  not  to 
concur;  but  reconsidered  this  vote  the  next  day,  and  passed  the  bill,  in  concurrence,  with 
five  amendments,  to  which  the  House  agreed;  "and,  on  the  8th,  the  bilfwas  passed  to  l)o 
enacted. 

By  the  amendments,  the  words  between  "state,"  in  the  third  line,  and  "  [and],'  in  the 
fourth  line,  of  the  first  section,  were  inserted;  and  the  words  "free  of  all  charge,"  were 
stricken  out  after  the  word  "  measurer,"  in  the  tenth  line.  In  the  sci-ond  section,  "  shall " 
was  chansjed  to  "  may,"  at  the  end  of  the  first  line,  and  the  words  "  from  time  to  time," 
and  all  after  the  word  "  reasonable,"  in  the  eleventh  line,  were  inserted. 

Chap.  20.  A  bill  with  the  title  of  this  chapter  was  read  three  times,  in  the  House,  dur- 
ing the  April  session  of  1778-79,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Lowell,  who,  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1779,  reported  several  amendments  to  it;  whereupon  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  The  earliest  memorandum  upon  the  bill  enacted, 
is  dated  Nov.  29,  1779.  On  that  day  it  passed  to  be  engros:>ed,  in  both  branches ;  but  the 
Council  concurred,  with  a  single  amendment,  transposing  "jointly,"  from  before  the  word 
"  captured,"  in  the  first  line  of  the  act,  to  after  the  word  "  vessels."  The  House  agreed 
to  this,  on  the  30th;  and,  on  the  same  day,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was 
signed  l)y  fifteen  of  the  Council, 

Chap.  21.  On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Batchelder,  Whitney  and 
Brown  of  Sandisfield,  to  whom  the  following  petition  had  been  referred  on  the  7th  of 
June,  1779,  a  resolve  was  passed  in  the  House,  on  the  Uth,  granting  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  permitting  them  to  bring  in  a  bill :  — 

"To  The  Honb'e  Council  &  Honbi*  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bav  In  General  Court  Assembled  at  Boston  May  26  1779  Humbly  Shew  — 

That  the  Subscribers  hereof  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bernardston  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire  in  that  part  of  the  Town  Commonly  Called  the  Gore  have  Ever  Since  our 
First  Settlement  Laboured  under  Every  Disadvantage  livcing  about  Twelve  Miles  from 
the  Meeting  house  as  the  Road  goes  where  we  have  not  Enjoy'd  any  Town  priveledges 
(unless  it  be  to  pay  Taxes)  That  we  Ai-e  within  Two  &  the  farthest  of  us  not  more  three 
Miles  from  Colraifi  Meeting  house  where  we  Enjoy  all  Town  priveledges  &  have  Since  our 
first  Settlement,  we  would  farther  Inform  your  Honors,  that  at  a  Legal  Meeting  of  the 
Freeholders  &  Other  Inhabitants  of  Bernardston  on  the  W-!^  day  of  April  1779  it  was  Voted 
that  the  Lands  Belonging  to  Bernardston  West  of  Green  River  be  Set  of  to  Colrain,  that 
the  Inhabitants  of  Colrain  ata  Legall  Meeting  Accepted  of  the  Lands  &  Inhabitants  on  tli.- 
"West  Side  of  Green  River  to  be  Annexed  to  Colrain.  We  pray  your  Honors,  to  grant 
that  we  may  be  released  fiom  the  Town  of  Bernardston  &  by  Set  otf  to  the  Town  of  Col- 
rain  &  as  in  Duty  Bound  Will  Ever  pray 

David  Moris  William  Stewart  Robert  Riddel 

Tho?.  Cochran  John  Workman  Aberaham  peck 

•  Printed  resolvea  of  the  Se|itember  ecasion,  chapter  CCI. 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws. —  1779-80.  1269 

[UKVOLUTIOXAUY   PEIUOD  —  "STATIC."] 

And«ow  Mo  Lukes  Benjan  Carlton  John  Wallas 

Geokge  Clark  Robt    fulton  Moses  Bangs."—  Mass.  Ar- 

chives, vol.  185,  p.  194. 

"  At  a  LcRal  Meeting  of  the  Freeliolders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bernard- 
ston  holden  on  the  19'h  day  of  Aprill779  — 

It  was  Voted  that  the  Lands  belonging  to  this  Town  west  of  Green-river  Shall  be  set  off 
to  the  Town  of  Col  rain  — 

Bernardston  May  18th.  1779  a  true  CopyAts* 

John  Burke  Town  Cler."  —  Mass.  Files: 
House,  no.  545. 

The  following  petition,  and  votes  of  the  town  of  Bernardston,  are  preserved  in  the  pub- 
lic archives,  but  no  memorandum  of  legislative  action  appears  thereon  :  — 

"To  the  Hon^lf  Council  of  the  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  — and  the  honb!  House 
of  Representatives  in  general  Court  now  assembled  at  Boston  in  the  State  alDvesaid  — 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  y  west  Part  of  Bernardston  in  y« 
County  of  Hampshire,  humbly  shews  tliat  at  a  legal  "Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Bernardston  on  the  19'h  Day  of  April  last  past  it  was  consented  l)y  a  Vote  of  said 
Town  that  the  Inhabitants  living  in  the  westward  Part  of  said  Bernardston  should  lie  in- 
corporated into  a  distinct  Town  with  all  the  Lands  contain''  within  the  following  Bound- 
aries viz :  Beginning  at  the  Northwest  Corner  of  said  Bernardston  being  about  Twcntv 
Rods  East  of  green  River,  at  a  Stake  and  heap  of  Stones  by  a  Beech  Tree;  thence  t'>  run 
Eastwardly  on  the  Province  Line  Three  Miles  and  Two  Hundred  &  Eighty  three  Rods  to 
a  stake  and  heap  of  Stones,  by  a  Beach  Tree,  then  to  run  due  south,  to  a  Bnrch  Tree,  half 
a  mile,  west  of  Joseph  Edwards'  Dwelling  House,  and  then  to  a  chesnut  Tree  with  a  hca,) 
of  Stones  about  it,  One  Mile  west  of  Zebnlon  Allen^^  Dwelling  House,  &  to  continue  the 
same  Point,  to  the  south  Line  of  said  Bernardston,  then  to  run  West  on  the  said  south 
Line,  till  it  strikes  Green  River,  then  the  Line  to  run  nothcrly  on  the  East  IJank  of  said 
River,  till  it  strikes  Colrain  East  Line,  then  to  run  by  the  said  East  Line  of  Colrain  to  ihe 
Boundary,  herein  tirst  mention'' —  Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honours 
that  the  make  and  Form  of  the  aforesaid  Town  of  Bernardston  is  such  as  renders  it  wholly 
incompatable  with  the  Interest  of  the  Inhaliitants  to  remain  one  Society,  but  seems  to  be  a 
Place  pointed  out  by  Nature  rather  proper  for  two  politic  Bodies,  there  being  a  Chain  of 
barren  Mountains,  altogether  improper  for  Inhabitancy,  extending  from  North  to  South, 
almost  thro:  the  Town  on  which  the  above  mentioned  North  and  South  Division  Line  is 
run  and  near  about  the  Center  of  said  Town,  so  that  the  Inhabitants  live  at  the  Distance 
of  .about  Two  Miles  from  each  other,  on  each  Side  of  said  Mountain,  which  renders  it 
highly  inconvenient  for  them  to  meet  together  for  the  prosecution  of  publick  Business,  or 
their  own  private  Concerns,  and  they  further  shew  that  each  Part  of  said  Town  consists 
of  so  many  Families,  as  to  enable  them  to  be  at  all  necessary  Expence  of  seperate  Corpo- 
rations, your  Petioners  therefore  pray  your  Honours  to  take  this  our  Petition  into  Con- 
sideration and  to  incorporate  the  aforesaid  Tract  of  Land  into  a  Town  with  all  the  Prive- 
ledges  and  Immunities  which  other  Towns  within  this  State  do  enjoy  —  and  as  in  Duty 
bound  shall  ever  pray  —  Bernardston  June  1^  1779  — 
Solomon  Alexander 

William  walsworth  Richard  Ezen  Peleg  Brown 

Joseph  Fish  Jonathan  Macombeu  James  Fish 

Amos  Notes  Owen  Briggs  Peleg  Babcock 

Charles  Packer  Joseph  Elliott  Samuel  Guild 

Joseph  Babcock  Uriah  Willbur  Daniel  Newcomb 

Benj  Harris  Joseph  Green  Paul  Green 

Joshua  Wells  David  Dewey  Elisha  Burnham 

Samuel  Wheat  David  Potter  Alphkus  Barstow 

Ner  Wells  James  Walsworth  Hezekiih  Bakstow 

Daniel  Coolledge  Amos  Walworth  Caleb  Adams 

Enoch  Briggs  Joshua  Walworth  John  Ezen."—  Mass.Ar 

chives,  vol.  185,  p.  191. 

"  At  a  Legal  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bernardston 
holden  on  the  19th  day  of  April  1779  It  was  then  Voted  to  divide  the  land  in  this  Town 
east  of  Green-river,  into  two  towns  or  Districts  as  follows,  viz,  to  Set  off  at  the  South  line 
of  the  town  One  mile  west  of  Zebulon  Allen's  Dwelling  house.  &  so  to  rim  a  line  that  will 
Extend  half  a  mile  west  of  Joseph  Edwards  Dwelling  house  &  so  to  Extend  the  Same 
Course  to  the  North  line  of  the  town 

It  was  also  Voted  that  Lieut  Ezekicl  Foster  and  Capt"  James  Walsworth  be  Com- 
mittee to  See  the  above  Mentioned  line  run 
Bernardston  May  26th  1779  l  a  true  Copy  — 

Attst.  John  Burke  Town  C\ci\"— Ibid  ,  p.  193. 
"  An  Account  of  the  Division  line  in  Bernardston  Between  the  west  part  and  cast  part, 
Bcgining  on  the  Province  line  at  a  Beach  tree  with  a  heap  of  Stones  by  it,  Runin,'  a  due 
South  point  to  a  Burch  tree,  half  a  mile  west  of  Joseph  Edwards  Dwelling  house,  and 
then  to  a  Chesnut  tree  with  a  heap  of  Stones  about  it.  One  Mile  west  of  Zebulon  Aliens 
Dwelling  house,  and  trees  Marked  all  the  way.  And  so  continued  the  said  point  to  the 
South  side —  Reuben  Shattuck      Survj;, 

May  4th  1779  James  Walsworth  )  p„„-ttee 

A  true  Copy  Ezekiel  Foster      j  — 

Attst.  Jno  Burke    Town  Cler."— Ibid. 
The  last  two  of  the  above  copies  bear  the  followinsr  endorsement:  — 
"  To  Cap'  M'^Clalan  Representative  for  Colerain  Please  to  lay  the  Petetion  of  the  West 
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The  Introduc- 
tion. 


'l"he  Time  fix'd 
for  the  Quar- 
terly Meetings. 
The  Clerk's 
Business. 


The  Treasurer's 
Business. 


The  Managers 
BusiueBs. 


Part  of  Barnardston  and  the  withia  Coppy  of  Records  before  the  Court  and  you  will 
Greatly  oblige  yours  to  S6rv6  Elisha  Burnham." 

By  the  30th  of  November  the  bill  of  this  chapter  had  been  read  three  times,  in  the 
House,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  It  passed  through  the 
subsequent  stages,  to  engrossment,  on  that  and  the  following  day,  and,  on  the  second  of 
December,  it  was  enacted.  Filed  with  the  bill,  is  a  copy,  dated  September  24,  of  the  first 
vote  of  the  town  of  Bernardston,  above  printed,  and  of  the  following  vote  of  the  town  of 
Col  rain :  — 

"At  a  Legall  Meeting  of  the  Free  Holders  &  Other  Inhabitants  of  Colrain  on  the  Nine- 
teenth day  of  May  1779,  Voted  &  Accepted  of  the  Lands  &  Inhabitants  the  West  Side  of 
Green  River  Commonly  Called  Bernardston  Gore  adjoyning  Colrain  to  be  Set  of  to  this 
Town  A  True  Coppv  Attest.  James  Stewart    Town  Clerk 

Colrain  Sept.  28.  1779."  —  Mass.  Files :  Bills,  1779. 

Chap.  22.  The  following  petition  was  read  in  the  Council,  November  2.")tli,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  consisting  of  John  Pitts  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Morton  and 
Kingsbury  of  the  House,  who  reported  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  which  was  read  a  first  time, 
in  the  Council,  December  1st,  and;  on  the  4th,  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  concurrence, 
by  the  House:  — 

"  To  the  honourable  the  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of  y"  State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscriber  humbly  sheweth 

That  by  reason  of  Several  Defects  in  the  Act  made  in  the  Year  176-5  for  the  Preservation 
&  Increase  of  Moose  &  Deer  on  Tarpolin  Cove  Island,  a  number  of  base-minded  Per- 
sons have  frequently  gone  on  to  the  said  Island,  and  killed  and  taken  away  the  Deer 
and  Stock  therefrom 

That  particularly,  since  the  Enemy  ravaged  y"  said  Island  of  the  Stock  which  remained 
thereon,  y"  same  Persons  or  others  of  a  like  base  disposition  have  gone  thither,  andJiilled 
Deer;  pillaged  the  Tenants  of  the  Trifles  which  even  the  Inhumanity  of  y  Enemy  per- 
mitted to  remain  with  them ;  and  have  done  other  Damages,  which  if  Suffered  to  pass 
unpunished  will  encourage  them  to  make  of  the  said  Island  a  meer  waste  and  Desart. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  prays  your  Honours  that  y«  Defects  in  y«  s<i_  Act  may  be 
amended  by  a  new  one  in  addition  thereto,  or  otherwise  relieve  y'  Petitioner  as  your  wis- 
dom shall  direct.     .  James  BowDOiN." — Mass.  Files :  Bills,  1779. 

The  last  sentence  of  the  first  section,  and  the  whole  of  the  second  section,  were  inserted 
by  way  of  amendment  to  the  bill  as  originally  drawn,  and  all  after  "  eighty-five,"  in  the 
fourth  section,  was  added  to  the  bill  in  like  manner. 

Chap.  23.  The  provisions  of  the  fee-bill  passed  during  the  first  session  of  the  General 
Court  this  year,  were  soon  found  inadequate,  by  reason  of  the  rapid  depreciation  of  the 
currency,  notwithstanding  that  the  former  rate  of  fees  had  been  increased,  by  that  act, 
eightfold.  On  the  18th  of  November,  therefore,  Messrs.  Gorham  of  Charlestown,  Thatcher, 
Metcalf  of  Bellingham,  Rawson  and  Curtis,  of  the  House,  vvere  appointed  a  committee  to 
revise  that  act,  "  and  report  what  alterations  arc  proper  to  be  made."  On  the  27th,  this 
committee  reported  that  it  "  is  for  the  interest  of  the  state,  and  justice  to  those  alTeeted  by 
said  law,  that  a  bill  should  be  brought  in  for  making  the  fees  double  to  what  they  now 
are."  Although  an  order  was  passed,  on  this  report,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  referred  to  the  next  session,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read,  in  the  House,  a  first  time, 
December  3d,  and  on  the  next  day  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  and  on 
the  7th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  24.  The  voluntary  association  which  was  incorporated  by  this  chapter,  was 
formed  Sept.  6,  1762,  under  the  following  "  rules,"  or  articles  of  association,  a  printed 
copy  of  which  remains  on  file  in  the  oflflce  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  :  — 

"Knowing  it  to  be  our  Duty  as  Christians,  to  be  ready  to  distribute;  sensible  that  such 
is  the  Uncertainty  of  human  Aflfitirs,  that  it's  no  uncommon  Sight  to  observe  those  Per- 
sons who  once  lived  comfortably,  greatly  reduced ;  which  may  as  well  happen  to  us,  as  to 
them :  For  this  Reason  we  have  formed  Our  Selves  into  a  Society  for  the  Relief  and  Assis- 
tance of  each  other,  under  like  f  Circumstances. 

In  the  first  Place,  we  desire  the  Smiles  of  Heaven  on  this  Our  Undertaking;  hoping  Our 
whole  Conduct  in  Life  will  recommend  Us  to  the  Favour  of  Mankind,  and  to  the  Blessings 
of  Indulgent  Providence!  — That  we  may  proceed  Orderly,  We  have  agreed  to  the  follow- 
ing Rules;  a  strict  Adherence  to  which.  We  promise  each  other. 

FiKST,  This  Society  shall  meet  Quarterly,  on  the  first  Monday  in  September,  December, 
March  and  June,  at  Six  o'Clock  in  the  Evening;  and  before  any  other  Business  is  entred 
upon,  a  Moderator  shall  be  chosen,  whose  jjcculiar  Business  shall  be  to  preserve  Order. 

Secondlv,  At  the  Meeting  in  September,  the  Society  shall  choose  their  Clerk,  whose 
Business  sliall  be  to  warn  the  Meetings,  to  keep  a  fair  Record  of  all  the  Votes  and  Orders 
of  the  Society;  and  an  Account  of  what  Money  is  collected  at  the  several  Meetings,  at  the 
Admission  of  Members,  &c. 

Thirdly,  At  the  same  Meeting  in  September,  a.  Treasurer  shall  be  chose  to  receive  the 
Money  collected  at  the  Meetings  at  the  Admission  of  Members,  or  any  Money  which  shall 
be  given  for  the  Use  of  the  Society;  and  the  said  Treasurer  shall  procure  two  suflScient 
Bondsmen  for  the  faithful  Discharge  of  his  Trust:  And  so  often  as  the  Money  in  his 
Hands  shall  amount  to  Thirteen  Pounds  six  Shiltinfjs  and  eight  Pence,  he  shall  place  the 
same  at  Interest,  to  some  substantial  Person  of  good  Repute;  but  not  without  two  sufii- 
cient  Bondsmen,  taking  the  Bond  in  his  own  Name,  for  the  Use  of  the  Society. 

roiKTHLY,  At  the  aforesaid  Meeting  in  September,  seven  Managers  shall  be  chose  to 
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transact  Affairs  between  the  Quarterly  Meetings;  and  provided  any  Member  shall  become 

a  proper  Object  of  Charity,  shall  apply  to  the  Managers  in  Writing,  setting  forth  the 

Nature  of  his  Case,  who  shall  give  him  an  Order  upon  the  Treasurer  for  so  much  Money 

as  they  shall  judge  sufficient  for  his  present  Necessity,  not  exceeding  £t^/i<  I>o//rt/s,  till  Their  Power 

the  next  Quarterly  Meeting;  and  then  the  Society  shall  give  him  what  a  Majority  of  the  "°^'"ecl. 

Society  shall  agree  to. 

Fifthly,  as  to  the  Admission  of  Members,  no  Person  shall  be  admitted  a  Member  of  The  Manner  of 
this  Society,  unless  he  ol)tains  more  than  two  Thirds  of  the  Votes;  and  each  Member  at  raising  the 
the  Time  of  his  Entry,  shall  pay  Six  ShMinf/s  for  the  Use  of  the  Society ;  and  during  his  miJ^i^'g  Mem 
Continuance  with  tliis  Society,  shall  pay  Quarterly  one  Shilling  and  six  Pence:  And  ^jj^g^  ^ 
should  it  appear  that  any  MemDer  shall  wilfully  neglect  to  bring  or  send  his  Quarterly 
Money,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  Shilling  and  six  Pence  for  the  Use  of  the  Society, 
besides  his  Quarterly  Money. 

Sixthly,  That  no  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  entitled  to  any  Relief  until  he  has  The  Time  that 
belonged  to  this  Society  for  the  Space  of  one  Year.  entitlos^a  Mem- 

SE^•ENTHLY,  If  aiiv  Member  of'tiiis  Society  shall  be  guilty  of  Profaneness,  Intemperance,  ^^^  to  Relief. 
or  any  other  notorious  Crimes  at  the  Quarterly  Meetings,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  lut^mperanco' 
Shilling  and  eight  Pence  for  the  Use  of  the  Society;  and  provided  he  repeat  the  above-  ^^^  ^^i 
mentioned  Crimes,  he  shall  be  discharged  from  the  Society,  and  be  excluded  from  any  allow'd. 
Relief,  unless  he  be  reclaimed ;  and  in  such  Case,  he  may  be  admitted  into  the  Society 
again. 

Eighthly,  That  the  Widow  and  Orphans  of  any  Members  of  this  Society,  that's  left  A .  j?^^ '^i 
under  necessitous  Circumstances,  shall  be  entitled  to  Relief  from  this  Society.  llev'd?"^    ^' 

NiNTHLY,That  in  Case  any  Member  d'lly  chosen  for  Clerk  of  this  Society,  shall  refuse  to  -pmc  for  negli- 
serve,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  Six  Shillings  for  the  Use  of  the  Society :  And  provided  any  gent  Clerlxs''. 
Clerk  of  this  Society  shall  neglect  to  warn  the  Meetings,  *or  keep  a  fair  Account  of  what  *  rpf^^  Saturday 
Money  is  collected,  or  be  guilty  of  any  other  wilful  Negligence  or  Unfaithfulness  in  his  be/ore  the 
Office,  shall  forfeit  and  pny  four  Dollars  f(jr  the  Use  of  the  Society.  Quarterly  Meet- 

Uj'  May  this  Society  continue  as  long  as  Charity  shall  be  a   Virtue !  "  —  Mass.  Files  •  ing. 
Bills,  1779. 

The  original  subscribers  to  the  above  articles,  were  Ephraim  Copeland,  Barnabas 
Wcl)b,  John  Tileston,  John  Perkins,  junior,  and  Habijah  Savage,  all  of  whom  appear  to 
have  been  living  members  at  the  date  of  incorporation. 

"State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  )  To  the  Honorable  the  Council  and  The  Honora- 
Boston  Septemr  30"'  1779 —       J  ble  House  of  Representatives  of  said  State  — 

The  Petition  of  William  Burbeck,  Richd  Cranch  Habijah  Savage,  Snmuel  Barrat,  Wil- 
liam Hoskins,  John  Simpkins,  William  Bell,  Benjamin  Eadeg,  William  Hiekling, 
Ephraim  Copeland,  for  themselves  and  others —  Humbly  Sheweth  — 

That  your  Petitioners  are  Members  of,  and  Belonging  to  a  Society,  called  by  the  Name 
of  the  Massachusetts  Society,  which  has  Existed  seventeen  Years,  Annually  Increasing  in 
Numbers,  and  stock,  are  now  Solicitous  to  be  Incorporated  into  a  Body  for  the  Purpose 
and  Design  of  Mutually  Aiding  and  Assisting  Each  other.  And  more  Especially  to  Con- 
tribute to  any  Member,  or  Members,  in  the  Time  of  Adversity,  and  also  to  Extend  the 
same  Charit.able  Disposition  to  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  any  deceased  Member  — 
Being  Impressed  that  the  Great  Author  of  our  Being  created  Mankind  for  such  Ends  — 
These  are  the  Motives  that  Induced  your  Petitioners  to  Form  themselves  into  a  society 
Hoping  their  whole  Conduct  in  Life,  would  recommend  them  to  the  favour  of  Mankind, 
and  to  the  Blessings  of  Indulgent  Providence  — 

Your  Petitioners  Therefore  Humbly  Pray  your  Honors,  that  this  Society  may  be  Incor- 
porated by  the  Name,  Title  and  Designation  Of  The  Massachusetts,  Charitable  Society, 
With  fulf  power  and  Authority  to  make  By  Laws,  Rules,  and  Regulations  for  tho  well 
ordering  and  governing  Said  Society,  in  the  Same  manner  as  has  been  granted  to  other  In- 
corporated Bodies,  that  theyniay  Apply  their  surplusage  Stock  in  the  Purchase  of  Real  Es- 
tate, Funds,  or  Otherways,  and  all  other  Matters  that  are  not  repugnant  to  the  Laws  and 
Customs,  of  the  Legislative  of  this  State  —  Your  Petitioners  Humbly  Submit  this  to  Your 
Honors  Consideration,  hoping  that  the  Prayer  thereof  May  be  Granted  — 

And  as  in  Duty  Bound  &c 

William  Burbeck  John  Simpkins 

Richard  Cranch  Willm  Bell  — 

Habijah  Savage  Benj*.  Edes 

Samuel  Barrett,  William  Hxckling 

Will"  Hoskins  Ephraiji  Copeland 

The  above  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  Oct.  6, 1779,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Brown 
of  Framingham,  Nye  and  Wales,  who,  on  the  8th  of  October,  reported  the  following  re- 
solve :t — 

"  Oct.  8,  1779.  In  the  House  of  Representatives —  On  the  petition  of  William  Burbeck 
&  others, —  Resolved,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  at  the  next  Sit- 
ting of  the  General  Court  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  said  Petition  —  In  Council  Read 
and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the  Council." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XL.,  p. 
68. 

On  the  third  of  December,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the 
House,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence,  and  on  the  6th,  the  Council  concurred  in  the  engross- 
ment; but  it  was  not  passed  to  be  enacted  until  the  sixteenth.  In  the  origirial  draught  of 
the  bill,  alterations  had  been  made,  substituting  the  word  "state,"  for  "government;" 
reducing  the  value  of  the  amount  of  real  and  personal  estate  to  be  received  by  the  corpo- 

t  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  eesBioD,  chapter  COXV.  # 


Committee." —  Mass. 
Archives,  vol,  185,  p. 
356. 
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ration,  by  purchase  and  donation,  from  ten  thousand,  to  five  thousand,  pounds,  per  annum ; 
and  changing  the  time  of  meeting,  and  the  limit  of  tenure  of  offlce,  from  the  first  "  day," 
to  the  first " Monday,"  etc.;  but,  on  tlie  30th,  the  following  proceedings  took  place,  by 
which  an  important  amendment  was  subsequently  added  to  the  engrossment,  in  another 
hand  than  that  of  the  engrossing  clerk  :  — 

"  Dec.  30,  1779.  Sam'.  Adams  Esq^  went  down  with  a  Message  to  the  Hon'ble  House 
to  propose  an  additional  enacting  Clause  in  an  Act  for  incorporating  certain  Persons  therein 
mentioned  into  a  Body  politic  by  the  Name  of  the  Masst'^  Charitable  Society  Viz',  to  in- 
sert provided  always  and  it  is  further  enacted  that  the  Members  of  the  Said  Society  shall 
at  no  Time  exceed  the  Number  of  One  hundred  —  if  agreeable  to  the  Hon'ble  House  — 

Sam'  Austin  Esq";  came  up  with  a  Message  from  the  Hon'ble  House  to  inform  the 
Board  that  the  House  agreed  to  the  Proposed  additional  Enacting  clause  referred  to  in 
the  foregoing  Message."  —  "  General  Court  7ninute  book." 

To  make  the  provision  in  the  third  section,  respecting  the  election  of  the  first  board  of 
officers,  intelligible,  would  seem  to  require  the  insertion  of  the  word  "  after,"  between 
"next"  and  "on,"  in  the  seventh  line;  yet  it  appears  to  have  been  omitted  both  in  the  bill 
and  in  the  engrossment. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  to  them  in  the  fourth  section,  the  majority  of  the 
Council  issued  a  charter,  finely  engrossed  on  parchment,  as  follows  :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  — 
The  Major  Part  of  the  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New-England     To 
all  persons  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come    Greeting 

Whereas  a  number  of  Persons  have  for  several  Years  past,  Associated  them- 
selves in  the  Town  of  Boston,  into  a  Sacietg  by  the  Name  of  the  fflassachusetts 
CbantabU  Sacictn,  for  the  purpose  of  mutually  aiding  &  assisting  each  other, 
their  Families,  Widow  and  Orphans,  who  may  be  reduced  by  the  adverse  Accidents  in 
Life  to  which  they  are  exposed ;  And  have,  for  this  purpose,  raised  a  Considerable  Com- 
mon Stock,  Out  of  which  they  have  from  time  to  time  Contributed  to  the  aforesaid  pur- 
poses;—  And  the  said  Persons,  Associated  as  aforesaid,  finding  themselves  under  difficul- 
ties &  discouragements  in  executing  their  said  Designs,  without  an  Incorporation  —  Have 
by  their  Committee,  Petitioned  the  Great  &  General  Court  of  the  State  aforesaid,  at  their 
last  Sessions,  to  be  Incorporated  for  the  aforesaid  purposes;  And  their  Intentions  appear- 
ing to  said  Court,  laudable  and  deserving  Encouragement,  An  Act  was  passed  by  said 
Court,  intitled  '  An  Act  for  Incorporating  certain  Persons  therein  mentioned,  into  a  Body 
Politick,  by  the  Name  of  the  JSlassacbusett  CTharilable  S'DCtctg  — wherein  it  was  Enacted, 
that  William  Burbeck,  Richard  Cranch,  Habijah  Savage,  Samuel  Barrett,  William  Hos- 
kins,  John  Simpkins,  William  Bell,  Benjamin  Edes,  William  Hickling,  Ephraim  Cope- 
land,  &  others,  The  Members  of  said  Society,  Be  Incorporated  &  made  a  Body  Politick, 
for  the  aforesaid  purposes,  by  the  Name  of  the  ilKasaacljusctt  Cbaritable  Societg.  And 
that  they  their  Associates  &  Successors  have  Perpetual  Succession,  by  said  Name,  &  have 
Power  to  make  by-Laws  for  the  Preservation  8i  advancement  of  said  Body,  not  repugnant 
to  the  Laws  of  this  State,  with  Penalties  either  of  Disfranchisement  from  said  Society,  or 
of  a  Mulct,  not  exceeding  Sixty  shillings,  or  without  Penalties,  as  it  should  seem  most 
meet;  —  And  have  Licence  to  make  &  appoint  a  Common  Seal,  &  liable  to  be  Sued  &  en- 
abled to  Sue  —  And  make  Purchases,  &  receive  Donations  of  Real  &  Personal  Estates,  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid ;  Provided  the  same  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  Five  Thousand 
Pounds  4^''  Annum;  And  to  manage  &  dispose  of  such  Estates  as  to  them  should  appear 
most  fit. 

And  Whereas  it  was  further  Enacted,  by  the  aforesaid  Great  &  General  CoMrt,  That 
the  said  Society  be  invested  with  full  Power  &  Authority  to  Assemble  on  the  First 
Monday  of  September  next,  for  the  purpose  of  Appoiniiug  a  President,  Secretary,  &  Treas- 
urer, together  with  such  other  Officers  as  to  them  should  seem  ntost  suitable;  &  to  Ap- 
point their  Common  Seal,  &  to  make  By-Laws  within  the  Restrictions  aforesaid  — &  said 
Officers,  so  appointed,  should  continue  until  the  first  Monday  of  September  next.  On 
which  day  the  said  Massachusett  Charitable  Society  shoukl  meet.  And  Annually,  after- 
wards, on  said  First  Monday  of  September,  at  Boston  convene  to  choose  a  President,  Sec- 


every  Month  for  all  other  Business.— And  when  any  of  the  Officers  should  Die,  or  be 
disabled,  or  renjove  out  of  this  State,  others  should  be  appointed  or  Elected  in  their  room, 
at  the  next  Meeting.  —  And  all  Instruments  which  said  Society  should  lawfully  make, 
should,  when  in  the  Name  of  said  Society,  &  Pursuant  to  the  Rules  thereof,  being  Signed 
&  Delivered  hy  the  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  Officers  or  Persons,  as  the 
said  Societv  shall  Appoint,  &  Sealed  with  their  Common  Seal  — Bind  said  Society,  &  be 
Valid  in  Law.  —  And  it  was  further  Enacted,  that  the  Members  of  the  said  Society  should, 
at  no  time,  exceed  the  number  of  One  hundred;  &  the  Council  of  this  State  was  thereby 
Authorized  to  give  a  Charter  of  Incohporation,  under  the  Seal  of  said  State,  to  the 
aforenamed  Persons,  &  their  Associates,  accordingly  — 

In  Pui-suance  therefore  of  the  aforesaid  Act  We  do  hereby  Create,  Incorporate  &  Erect 
the  said  William  Burbeck,  Richard  Cranch,  Habijah  Savage,  Samuel  Barrett,  William 
Hoskins,  John  Simpkins,  William  Bell,  Benjamin  Edes.  William  Hickling,  Ephraim 
Copeland  &  others,  into  a  Body  Politick,  for  the  aforesaid  purposes  by  ihe  Name  of  the 
Massachusett  Charitable  Society  at  Boston  in  New  England ;  And  do  liy  these  I'rjsents 
Give  &  Grant  to  them  their  Associates  &  Successors  Perpetual  Succession  by  the  Name  of 
the  Massachusett  Charitable  Society  &  a  Power  of  making  By  Laws  for  the  Preservation 
&  Advancement  of  said  Body  not  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  this  State  with  Penalties,  either 
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of  Disfranchisement  from  said  Society,  or  of  a  Mulct  not  exceeding  Sixty  shillings  or  with- 
out Penalties  as  it  shaU  seem  most  meet  &  Licence  to  malve  &  appoint  their  Common  Seal, 
&  the  said  Society  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued  &  enabled  to  Sue,  &  make  purchases  Sc  take 
Donations  of  Real  &  Personal  Estates,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  not  exceeding  the  sum 
of  Five  Thousand  pounds  4^'  Aninun  &  to  manage  &  dispose  of  said  Estate  as  shall  seem 
most  fit.  ■  And  said  Society  shall  have  a  President,  Secretaiy,  Treasurer  &  such  other  Offi- 
cers as  they  shall  think  proper  &  shall  Assemble  on  the  First  Monday  in  September  next  to 
Appoint  their  President,  Secretaiy,  Treasurer  &  and  such  other  Officers  as  they  shall  think 
proper  &  to  appoint  their  Common  Seal,  &  to  make  By-Laws.  &  said  Officers  so  appointed 
shall  continue  until  the  first  Monday  of  September  following  on  which  day  said  Massachu- 
selt  Charitable  Society  shall  meet  &  annually  afterwards,  on  said  First  'Monday  in  Sep- 
tember at  Boston,  convene  to  choose  a  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer  &  sujh  other 
Officers  as  they  shall  think  proper  &  to  make  Alter  or  Annull  their  By-Laws  &  if  by  reason 
of  any  Emergency,  the  Business  of  this  Annual  Assembly  cannot  l)e  conipleated  on  "said  day 
they  may  adjourn  Once  to  a  short  day  to  finish  it,  &  nomore;  And  said  Society  may  As- 
semble, on  the  first  Monday  of  every  Month  for  all  other  Business  —  And  when  any  of 
the  Officers  of  said  Society  shall  die  or  be  disabled,  or  remove  out  of  this  State,  the  M*em- 
bcrs  of  s''  Society  are  hereby  Authorized  &  Impowered  at  their  next  Meeting  to  Elect  & 
Appoint  others  in  the  Room  of  the  Officers  so  removed  —  And  all  Instruments  which  said 
Society  shall  lawfully  make  shall,  when  in  the  Name  of  said  Society,  &  pursuant  to  the 
Rules  thereof  being  Signed  &  delivered  by  the  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer  or  other  ' 

Officers  or  Persons  as  the  said  Society  shall  appoint  &  Sealed  with  their  Common  Seal 
Ijind  said  Society  &  be  Valid  in  Law—' 

Given  under  Our  Hands  &  the  Seal  of  said  State  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston  this 
Fifteenth  day  of  March  Anno  Domini  1780  And  in  the  Fourth  Year  of  the  Independency  of 
the  United  states  of  America. 
By  Command  of  the  Major  Part  of  the  Council  —  Joiix  Avert     D  Sec'' 

Jeh.  Powell  H  Gardner  Sam  Niles 

W  Sever  T  Danielson  Joseph  Simpson 

Artemas  Ward  N  Gushing  Jno  Pitts 

Thomas  Gushing  Tim"  Edwards  Noah  Goodman 

Sami-  Adams  A  Fuller  Edwaisd  Cutis." 

When  they  had  organized  under  the  charter  the  corporators  appointed  John  Lowell,  Sam- 
uel Ruggles,  Nathaniel  Noyes,  Benjamin  Edes  and  James  Carter,  "  to  revise  the  rules  and 
articles;  also  the  by-laws."  The  committee  reported  the  following,  which  were  adopted 
March  5,  1781 :  — 

"  Rules  and  Articles 

of  the 

Massachusetts  Society. 

Founded  in  Boston  New  England  September  G'h  1762  and  Incorporated  as  a  Body  Politic 

by  Charter  from  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  said  State  on  the  15"'  March  1780 

By  the  Name  of  the 
Massachusetts  Charitable  .Society 
Introduction 
To  delight  in  .\cts  of  Benevolence,  to  distribute  with  a  liberal  hand  to  the  poor  and 
Needy  to  soften  the  Cares  of  the  Afflicted,  We  esteem  as  a  Character  l.-ecoming  Christians 
—  Impressed  with  this  noble  and  exalted  Principle,  that  We  are  not  bom  for  Ourselves, 
Imt  as  Social  Beings  designed  l)y  the  wise  parent  of  the  Universe  for  the  generous  purpose 
of  promoting  the  happiness  of  civil  Society,  and  the  welfare  of  each  other.  We  have 
thei^efore  formed  Ourselves  into  a  Society  which  is  now  Injorporated  Ijy  Charter  and  dis- 
'inguished  by  the  Name  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Society,  for  the  desi  m  and  pur- 
pose of  relieving  those  among  Us,  whom  Providence  may  reduce  to  a  state  of  poverty  and 
Want.  With  hiimble  Confidence  in  the  smiles  of  Heaven  on  this  L'ndertaking,  Weleave 
the  success  of  our  Cause  in  the  Hands  of  that  Being,  'who  giveth  to  all  men  bberally  ' 
and  delights  in  the  Welfare  of  his  Creatures,  hoi)eing  that  our  (.'onduct  in  Life  will  Ijc  siich 
as  to  recommend  us  to  his  Blessing  and  the  favom-able  approbation  of  Mankind, —  United 
in  these  sentiments  We  recommend  to  each  other  a  Solemn  observance  of  the  following 
Rules  ar.d  Articles  which  we  have  adopted  as  our  governing  principles  of  Conduct.— 

Articles 
I 
That  this  Society  shall  meet  Quarterly  on  the  first  Mondays  of  September,  December, 
March,  and  June  in  the  Town  of  Boston  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Secretary  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Trustees  who  may  be  chosen  shall  appoint. — 

II 
That  on  the  first  Monday  of  September  there  shall  be  annually  chosen  a  President  Sc 
Vice  president,  whose  peculiar  buisness  shall  be  when  either  of  them  preside  to  keep  order 
and  attend  to  such  matters,  as  may  from  time  to  time  properly  be,  laid  before  the  Societj' : 
Also  a  Treasurer  Secretary  and  such  other  Officers  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  con- 
ducting the  Business  of  this  Society,  all  which  Officers  shall  be  chosen  by  Ballot! — 

III 
The  Treasurer  shall  receive  of  the  Secretary  all  monies  paid  into' his  hands  either  ly 
members  for  Quarterage,  Admission  Fines  or  Donations  for  the  use  of  the  Society  and  the 
said  T'reasurer  shall  procure  two  sufficient  Bondsmen  for  the  faithfuU  dischai-ge  of  iiis 
Tnist,  when  the  Money  in  his  hands  shall  amount  to  Fifty  Dollars,  he  shall  put  the  same 
out  on  Intrest  to  some  substantial  person  of  goo  1  repute ;  but  not  without  two  Bondsmen 
of  sufficient  property,  takin:!  the  Bond  in  the  Name  and  for  the  use  of  the  Society— 

IV 
The  Secretarj's  Business  shall  be  to  keep  fair  Records  of  all  the  proceedings  Votes  By- 
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Laws  and  orders  of  this  Society  ulso  of  wliat  Monies  may  be  collected,  whether  by  Fines, 
Quiirteraife,  Admission,  or  Donation  and  pay  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  I'reasurer 
within  two  days  and  for  Neglect  of  his  Duty  he  shall  pay  for  the  use  of  tlio  Society  the 
sum  of  Ten  Dollars.— 

V 

That  this  Society  shall  consist  or  One  hundred  lVIeml)ers  and  no  more,  agreeable  to  their 
Charter.  — 

VI 

That  each  person  belonging  to  this  Society,  during  his  continuance  therein  shall  pay 
Quarterly  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Five  Cents  — 

VII. 

When  any  person  is  proposed  as  Member,  such  person  shall  not  be  admitted,  if  there 
appear  to  be  five  Negative  Votes  among  the  ^ilembers  present,  but  if  admitted  the  Meml)er 
who  proposes  such  person  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  the  sum  of  Ten  Dollars 
—  and  said  Member  on  joining  the  Society  shall  sign  the  \rticles  as  a  due  Acknowledgment 
of  his  Readiness  to  abide  by  and  Support  the  Laws  and  Regulations  of  this  Society.  — 

VIII 

Should  any  Member  neglect  Attendance  for  the  term  of  one  Year  (unless  on  public  ser- 
vice or  at  sea,)  after  being  duly  notified,  or  omit  sending  his  Quarterage  Dues  without  good 
reasons  given  his  Name  shall  be  erased  and  he  no  longer  be  considered  as  a  Member  of  this 
Society  — 

IX 

That  no  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  entitled  to  any  releif  untill  he  has  been  a  Mem- 
ber thereof  for  the  space  of  One  Year,  and  if  reduced  by  jMisfortnne  Old  Age  or  Sickness 
shall  receive  from  time  to  time  such  Relief,  as  this  Society  may  think  proper,  ho  having 
paid  his  dues  to  the  Society  — 

X    ■ 

That  the  Widow  and  Orphans  of  any  Member  of  this  Society  who  may  l)e  left  under 
necessitous  circumstances,  shall,  on  application  to  this  Society  or  in  then-  recess  to  the 
Trustees,  be  entitled  to  such  Relief  as  this  Society  or  said  Trustees  in  behalf  of  this  Society 
may  Judge  convenient  — 

XI 

If  any  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  guilty  of  Prophaneness,  Intemperance,  or  behave 
indecently  whereby  the  proceedings  of  this  Society  may  be  interrupted  he  shall  for  such 
Offence  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  the  sum  of  One  Dollar  and  if  he  continues 
Obstinate  in  the  above  Crimes,  shall  be  expelled  and  his  Name  erased.  — 

XII. 

If  any  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  guilty  of  the  pernicious  practice  of  Gaming,  a 
Vice  tiiat  is  attended  with  many  ruinous  Consequences  which  may  reduce  him  to  such 
Difficulties  and  Distresses  as  may  need  the  Assistance  of  this  Society  he  shall  be  expelled 
as  an  useless  Member,  being  .contrary  to  the  Institution  of  this  Society  who  cannot  consider 
such  Members  as  Suitable  Pensioners  on  the  Bounties  of  Charity. 

XIII. 

That  any  person  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth  may  be  admitted  as  a  Member  of 
this  Society,  on  making  proper  Application  and  l^eing  regularly  initiated  agreeable  to 
the  Seventh  Article  — 

May  this  Society  in  Friendship  reign,  Whils't  Charity  a  Virtue  shall  remain."^  Societi/'a 
Records,  p.  81. 

"  By-Laws,  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Massachusetts,  Charitable  Society  as  Voted  and 
Accepted  in  Boston,  June  4.  1781.  at  the  Green  Dragon 

Fkst  —  That  eacla  Member  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary  with  New  Printed  Articles 
containing  the  Name  of  every  member  Iwlonging  to  the  Society,  and  any  Member  here- 
after admitted  shall  pay  for  his  Articles  the  sum  of  Fifty  Cents  —  for  the  use  of  the  Secre- 
tary. — 

Secondly  That  a,ll  fines  &  Monies  expressed  in  the  Articles  and  By-Laws  of  this  Society, 
shall  be  considered  in  speice  or  the  Exchange. — 

Tlairdly.  That  when  the  Society  are  met  together  and  the  President  has  taken  his  Seat, 
no  Member  shall  speak  out  of  his  place  &  when  rising  to  speak  shall  address  the  President 
and  sit  down  as  soon  as  he  has  done. — 

Fourthly.  That  no  member  shall  interrupt  another  when  speaking  unless  to  Call  to 
order,  or  to  corre^'t  a  mistake,  nor  speak  more  than  twice  to  any  matter  in  debate  without 
leave  from  the  President  — 

Fifthly.  That  no  Vote  shall  be  reconsidered,  unless  there  I)e  as  many  Members  present 
at  the  time  of  Reconsideration  as  thei'e  were  when  it  was  passed  — 

Sixthly  That  no  Person  shall  retire  untill  he  has  adjusted  with  the  Secretary  and  the 
Business  is  declared  to  l)e  over,  without  leave  from  the  President. — 

Seventhly.  That  in  case  of  the  Removal  of  any  Member  by  Death  in  the  Town  of  Boston 
the  Secretary  shall  Employ  a  Porter  to  notif  \'  each  Member  to  attend  the  Funeral  of  said 
Deceased  aiid  tlie  Charge  of  such  Porter  shiU  1)3  piiil  by  the  Socioty."—  Ibid.,  p.  83. 

At  the  same  time,  \Villiam  ILaskins,  Nathaniel  Noyes  and  William  Ilickling,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  to  get  "a  device  and  seal."  Their  report,  of  an  appropriate  design, 
circumscribed  with  the  motto,  "  M.\ss\ :  CiiARiTABLE  •  Society  •  Nobis-  Nox  •  N.vti  • 
SuMus  •  ",  was  accepted. 

After  the  date  of  the  first  signing  the  articles  of  association,  and  until  Sept.  13,  1779,  in- 
clusive, seventy-live  or  seventy-six  members  were  admitted;  from  time  to  time.  Eight 
more  were  admitted,  Dec.  13,  1779, —  John  Hancock  standing  first  in  the  list.  Upon  tho 
organization  of  the  corporation  under  the  charter,  Hancock  was  chosen  president. 
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Cha-p.  25.  The  reasons  which  induced  the  Legislature  to  pass  the  act  repealed  by  this 
chapter,  are  shown  in  the  note  to  that  chapter,  pp.  1028-1033,  ante. 

Although  a  representative  from  Pittstield  was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report 
the  bill  of  chapter  38,  of  1778-79,  the  act  was  repudiated  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  town, 
who  adopted  the  following  instructions  to  Col.  William  Williams  and  Capt.  James  Noble, 
whom  they  chose  to  represent  them  in  the  next  Assembly :  — 

'•  We  give  you  the  following  instructions,  viz. :  — 

"1st.  That  you  do  use  your  utmost  endeavors  that  a  constitution  be  formed  at  this 
time." 

"  3d.  That  a  late  act  of  the  General  Court,  called  and  considered  to  be  an  act  of  obliv- 
ion respecting  the  county  of  Berkshire,  l)e  an  object  of  your  attention,  and  that  your  exert 
yourselves  that  the  same  may  be  repealed,  as  it  was  undesired  by  the  county,  and  is  . 
fraught  with  reproach,  discrimination,  and  such  severe  reflections  upon  the  county  as  they 
utterly  disdain,  and  are  not  chargeable  with ;  not  to  mention  the  manifest  injustice  con- 
tained in  it. 

<'  4th.  That  the  appointment  of  a  Superior  Court  to  be  holden  in  this  county  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  May  current  was  unnecessaiy  and  premature,  and  that  the  gentlemen  who 
proposed  such  a  measure  were  not  so  instructed  and  directed." 

"8th.  And,  as  you  are  chosen  to  represent  the  town  of  Pittsfield,  we  expect  that  you 
will  represent  it  as  a  to\vn  of  a  county  which  has  acted  as  firmly  and  consistently  as  any 
county  in  this  State ;  and,  as  you  know  the  sentiments  of  the  county,  that  you  act  con- 
formably thereunto ;  and,  if  you  are  not  treated  with  the  same  respect  with  representatives 
of  other  counties,  that  you  return  home,  and  give  us  the  pleasure  of  your  company."  *  —  /. 
E.  A.  ISmitJis  History  of  Pittsfield,  p.  363. 

Before  the  next  term  day  of  the  Superior  Court,  another  convention  of  delegates  from 
the  towns  in  Berkshire  County,  assembled  at  Stockbridge,  and  adopted  an  address  and 
"  resolves,"  to  be  presented  to  the  judges  when  they  should  appear  to  open  tlie  court.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  lirst  day  of  the  term,  the  judges  found  the  court  house  at  Great  Barring- 
ton  in  possession  of  some  three  hundi-ed  persons,  who  had  accompanied  the  committee 
chosen  by  the  convention  to  present  the  addi-ess,  &c.  Of  these  papers,  Andrew  Henshaw, 
clerk  of  the  court,  took  the  following  copies :  — 

'•  To  the  Iloni'.'.'^the  Judges  of  the  superior  Court  appointed  to  sit  at  Great  Barrington  on 
the  4']?  of  May  1779  The  People  present  beg  leave  to  represent  the  within  Resolveshaving 
been  read  distinctly  two  several  times,  and  put  to  vote  passed  unanimously  that  the  Peo- 
ple present  approve  of  the  said  Resolves  and  have  directed  the  following  Gentlemen  to 
wait  upon  your  Honors  with  these  Resolves  and  to  request  your  Honors  to  give  an  An- 
swer to  the  people  present  of  your  Honors  Intentions  in  the  matter  viz  L'.  Stouton,  Jona'"! 
Nash    Dea';  Lee    Dea"^  Kenncy  and  maj[  Stratton 

attested  p"",  order  of  the  Convention —  Eld  ad  Lewis    Clerk 

Great  Barrington  May  i*]!  1779  A  true  Copy  of  the  Original  paper  sent  to  the  Court,  by 
the  People  assembled —  Attest.  And  Henshaw,    Cler."  —  Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  201,  p.  9. 

"County  of  Berkshire,  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Judges  of  the  superior  Court  appointed  to  sit  at  Great  Barrington 
on  Tuesday  the  fomlh  of  May  1779  — 
May  it  please  your  Honors 

We  being  a  Convention  fonned  by  Delegates  from  the  several  To^vns  in  the  County  of 
Berkshire,  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Honors  the  sense  of  our  Constituents,  which  is  a» 
follows  viz.  that  it  is  creating  a  dangerous  President  to  admit  or  consent  to  the  operation 
of  Law  untill  there  is  a  Constitution  or  Form  of  Government  with  a  Bill  of  Rights  explic- 
itly approved  of  and  firmly  established  by  a  Majority  of  the  Freemen  of  this  State,  for 
which  reason  the  good  People  of  this  County  are  oposed  to  the  seting  of  Courts  at  this  or 
any  future  tune  untill  a  Constitution  he  formed  and  approved  of  l)y  the  People  of  this 
State  —  And  here  we  beg  leave  to  give  some  account  of  ourselves,  and  the  reasons  of  our 
Conduct  and  in  the  first  place  would  premise  That  we  always  had  a  sense  of  the  Necessity 
of  Law,  especially  in  time  of  War,  that  we  feel  the  Want  "of  a  due  Exercise  of  it,  and  in 
many  instances  tlie  sad  effects  of  not  enjoying  of  it,  and  as  we  have  heretofore  ol)scrvedtoa 
former  Assembly,  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  uphold  Authority  and  Law  when  settled  upon 
a  good  foundation  —  But  to  our  supprise  in  the  seting  of  the  first  general  Assembly 
in  1775  contrary  to  any  Charter  that  we  ever  yet  saw,  The  Members  of  each  County  were 
called  upon  to  nomenate  suitable  persons  in  the  civil  and  Military  Line  which  were  chosen 
l)y  the  House  and  commissioned  by  the  Councill,  in  which  effectual  care  was  taken  that 
those  then  present  should  be  in  the  Nomenation,  which  procedure  roused  our  attention  that 
such  persons  should  nomenate  and  vote  for  themselves  or  be  elected  in  a  fonn  that  the  Char- 
ter knew  nothing  of  —  We  have  f mther  reasons  for  the  non  admission  of  Law  on  the  present 
foundation,  we  keep  our  Eye  on  the  Origin  of  the  present  mode  of  Government,  which  as 
it  is  acknowledged  by  our  Oponents,  stands  on  the  advice  of  the  Continental  Congress  in 
1775,  which  advice  as  may  be  seen  had  a  special  reference  to  a  reconciliation  to  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain  and  in  the  exercise  of  such  a  mode  mode  of  Government  all  our  OfHcers 
civil  and  military  were  appointed  and  still  hold  their  Authority,  but  wlren  the  Revolution 
took  place  by  the  subsequent  Declaration  of  Independence  that  advice  certainly  ceased, 
and  altho'  there  was  a  Proclamation  from  the  general  Coiut  dated  Januaiy  23''  177G  con- 
gratulating the  People  on  a  new  form  of  Government,  yet  tliis  was  before  the  declaration  of 
Independence,  every  Law  therefore  exercised  at  that  time  must  have  the  Crown  for  its 

*  "  These  instructions  arc  signed  by  Eli  Root,  John  Strong,  and  James  Eastoii ;  but  the  original 
draft  is  in  the  handwriting  of  IteT.  Mr.  Allen."  —  Ibid. 
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Index,  yet  the  general  Plea  is  l)y  our  Oponents  that  we  hold  our  Authority  and  Govern- 
ment  consequent  upon  said  Advice  from  Congress,  it  is  a  Truth  too  well  known  to  l)o  de- 
nied, that  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence  there  has  been  no  social  Compact  or  fun- 
damental Constitution  formed  and  adopted  by  the  great  Majority  of  the  I'eoplc  of  this 
State  therefore  the  Basis  and  foundation  of  the  present  mode  of  Government  is  vvliat  we 
dislike,  together  with  the  Spmt  &  Principle  which  actuates  many  of  the  men  who  would 
infovcc  it  —  And  considering  all  those  Reasons  (which  appear  to  us  of  weight)  we  are  fear- 
full  of  the  Consequeneos  should  the  operation  of  Law  take  place  upon  the  present  Founda- 
tion, especialily  if  it  should  ho  attempted  to  be  enforced  by  Violence,  as  some  have  inti- 
mated, which  intimations  we  hope  will  appear  to  be  groundless,  as  they  have  very  much 
exasperated  the  People ;  Wo  must  therefore  in  Duty  to  ourselves  to  our  Country  and  Con- 
stituents earnestly  desire  that  your  Honors  would  desist  from  attempting  to  set  in  this 
County  untill  the  explicit  voice  of  the  great  Majority  of  tlie  Freemen  of  this  State  may  be 
taken  by  Yeas  and  Na5's  respecting  the  Validity  of  the  present  l-'orm  of  Government,  by 
whoes  Determination  when  explicitly  and  regularly  known  we  are  determined  chearlully 
and  religiously  to  aliide  by  — 

Ihe  above  being  read  and  duly  considered  was  unanimously  approved  of  sign'd  ^  ^  Order 
of  said  Convention 

Stockbridge  May  3')  1779  —  Jonth  Younglove    Chairman 

Great  Barrington  May  4ti»  1779  —  A  tme  Copy  of  the  original  paper  sent  to  the  Court 

And  Uesshaw,   Cler."  —  Ibid.,  p.  6. 

To  these  addresses  the  judges  felt  constrained  to  make  the  following  rc;)Iy :  — 

"To  Leiut.  Stouion,  Jon*. Nash,  Deacon  Lee,  Deacon  Kenney  and  Major  Stratton  — 

Gentlemen,  Having  considered  the  paper  by  you  delivered  us,  purporting  a  llcsolution 
of  the  People  now  here  assembled,  that  the  superior  Court  of  Judicature  &c  shall  not  be 
held  here  this  Day,  as  by  Law  appointed — We  do  now  inform  you,  that  as  we  concieve 
that  the  Court  was  ordered  to  sit  here  for  the  peculiar  Advantage  of  this  County  and  as  it 
must  fail  of  the  desired  Effect,  while  the  People  are  thus  averse  to  it,  we  shall  not  attempt 
to  open  the  Court  or  proceed  further  in  Execution  of  the  Law  here :  but  hope  the  time 
will  come,  when  we  shall  be  all  united  in  the  support  of  those  Laws  so  necessary  to  the 
Defence  of  our  Country  and  the  good  of  Society  — 

By  order  of  the  Justices  of  said  Court 
Great  Barrington  May  4'h  1779 —  And  Hensh.vw,    Cler." — lbid.,p.\0. 

—  and  immediately  despatched  the  following  report  of  the  affair,  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, which,  however,  had  been  prorogued  the  day  before :  — 

"  To  the  honorable  the  general  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  — 

May  it  please  your  Honors, 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  pursuant  to  the  Law  of  the  Government,  we  met  at 
Great  Barrington  to  open  the  superior  Court  in  and  for  the  County  of  Berksliire,  where  we 
found  about  "three  hundred  persons  assembled  in  the  Court  house,  and  while  there,  we 
recieved  from  a  Person  to  us  unknown  a  paper  containing  Resolves  of  a  Convention  of 
Delegates  from  several  Towns  in  the  County  a  copy  of  which  is  here  inclosed ;  the  body 
assembled  sent  Persons  to  borrow  it  of  us,  and  again  returned  it  with  the  writing  on  the 
Ijack  signed  by  Eldad  Lewis,  a  copy  of  our  Answer  thereto  is  also  inclosed,  from  whence 
your  Honors  will  percieve  the  Court  was  never  opened  here —  We  thought  it  our  Duty  to 
give  you  this  Information  as  early  as  possible,  and  are  your 

Honors  most  Otedt  Humble  Serv»;  —  W"  Gushing  — 

Jed'.'.  Foster 

Great  Ban-ington  Natu!^''  Peaslee  Sargeant  — 

May  4'.M779 —  David  Seavall 

Ja  Sullivan." —  Ibid.,  p.  5. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  Assembly,  the  opening  message  from  the 
Council,  contained  the  following  passage  relative  to  those  proceedings  :  — 

"  The  Affairs  of  the  County  of  Berkshire  are  in  a  critical  situation,  we  have  directed  the 
Secretary  to  lay  before  you  a  Letter  from  the  Justices  of  the  Supeiiour  Court  of  the  -I'l' 
Instant  wherein  they  Inform  us  that,  in  pm-suance  of  Law,  tliey  met  at  Great  ISarrington  to 
open  the  Court,  where  tliey  found  three  hundred  People  assembled  at  the  Court  (louse, 
who,  notwistanding  all  the  Lenity  which  Government  has  discovered  towards  these  I'eople, 
prevented  the  Court's  being  opened;  we  i-ecoinmend  this  Letter  togatlier  with  the  Papers 
accompanying  the  same  to'your  serious  Consideration."  —  IbuL,  vol.  l.JS,  p.  141. 

The  next  day  (May  '29),  this  message  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  members,  who 
forthwith  reported,  "  that  the  consideration  of  the  disorders  which  still  subsist  in  the 
county  of  Berkshhe,  be  postponed  to  some  future  time,  when  the  Court  shall  have  more 
leisure  to  attend  to  them."  This  report  was  accepted ;  and  no  fm-thcr  action  upon  the  sub- 
ject has  been  discovered  until  Decemlier  'iOth,  when  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a 
first  time,  in  Council.  On  the  81st,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed,  in  concurrence, 
to  be  engrossed,  and  was  sent  down  to  the  House,  whence  it  was  returned,  with  a  vote  of 
concui-rence,  the  same  day.  The  bill  had  been  drawn  as  of  the  year  1779,  but,  on  the  first 
of  January,  upon  a  proposal  from  the  House,  this  was  changed  to  1780,  by  amendment, 
and  on  the  3d,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  26.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read,  twice,  in  the  Council,  and  there  passed  to 
be  engrossed,  December  22d,  and  on  the  next  day  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  in  the 
House,  to  be  engrossed,  with  an  amendment,  sultst'ituting  the  form  of  the  preamble  in  the 
act,  for  the  following  form  as  reported  in  the  bill:  *'  Whereas  many  advantages  have 
arisen  from  the  afore-cited  act,  made  in  the  present  year  of  our  Lord,  therefoi-o  necessary 
to  be  coutinuod  for  a  longer  time,"  which  amendment  was  conciu-red  in  by  the  Council, 
and,  on  the  21th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 
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Chap.  27.  As  first  drawn,  and  as  sent  down  to  the  House,  December  31st,  the  bill  of 
this  chapter,  which  originated  in  the  (.'ouncil,  had  no  tftle,  or  date,  prefixed.  It  was 
accordingly  amended,  Jan.  3,  1780,  upon  a  message  from  the  House,  pointing  out  these 
deficiencies.  On  the  7th,  the  House  sent  to  the^Board  another  message,  proposing  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,"  immediately  following  the 
word  "November,"  in  the  act;  which  being  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  the  bill  was  that 
day  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  28.  The  purpose  of  this  act  is  sufficiently  shown  in  the  preamble.  As  first  drawn, 
the  second  section  of  the  bill  ended  with  the  proviso  "  that  nothing  herein  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  increase  any  corporal  punishment  incurred  by  any  breach  of  said  law." 
On  the  7th,  the  bill  passed  through  all  its  stages,  to  engrossment,  inclusive,  and,  on  the 
10th,  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Chap.  29.  After  the  passage  of  the  resolves  of  Oct.  10,  1777,  printed  in  the  note  to 
1777-78,  chapter  6,  ante,  providing  for  the  families  of  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  Massachusetts  quota,  the  only  additional  pecuniary  assistance  rendered  bv 
the  General  Com-t,  to  soldiers  or  their  families,  up  to  this  year,  was  that  afforded  l)y  the 
resolve*  of  Oct.  17,  1777,  and  the  resolvefof  Jan.  1(5,  M'ld,,  in  explanation  thereof;  by 
which  resolves  provision  was  made  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers, 
and  for  repairing  losses  incurred  in  l^attle  or  on  retreat.  For  reimbursing  ihc  former  class 
of  expenses,  a  committee  was  appointed,  May  31,  1779,  to  report  the  draught  of  a  letter 
asking  the  aid  of  Congress. 

By  the  depreciation  of  the  cmTency,  the  officers  and  privates  in  the  army  were  afTected 
even  more  severely  than  citizens  at  home,  on  account  of  the  unavoidable  lapse  of  time 
between  the  making  out  of  the  pay-rolls  and  the  payment  of  the  money,  and  between  their 
receipt  of  pay,  and  their  getting  it  to  their  distant  "families  or  creditors,  while  the  value  of 
the  currency  in  which  they  v/ere  paid,  was  daily  diminishing. 

The  following  complaint  from  members  of  four  brigades  of  the  Massachusetts  quota,  of 
the  injury  they  had  received  fi-om  this  depreciation,  was  read  in  the  House.  Jan.  19,  1779, 
and  referred,  by  a  concurrent  vote,  on  the  same  day,  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
army:  — 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  General  Comt  Assemljled. 

The  Memorial,  Remonstrance  and  Petition  of  the  Officers  in  Brigadier  General  Nixon's, 
Patterson's  Late  Learnead's  &  Glovers  Brigades,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  the  Soldiers 
under  their  Command,  Humbly  Sheweth,  that  — 

When  America  was  driven  to  the  Alternative  of  taking  Arms  in  defence  of  their  Liber- 
ties, or  submit  to  the  most  abject  Condition  of  Slavery ;  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
was  far  from  being  the  last  to  Avow  their  full  determination  to  risque  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes in  the  defence  of  their  Country,  and  early  published  to  the  world  their  ardent  wish 
to  spend  their  all,  could  they  thereby  secure  the  Invaluable  blessing  oi  Freedom  to  Pos- 
terity, rather  than  intail  wretchedness  upon  them,  accoimting  it  a  much  richer  legacy  than 
should  they  leave  them  in  possession  of  the  wealth  of  the  Indias,  held  at  the  servile  tenure 
which  the  tyrant  of  Britain  and  his  Venal  Parliament  profered  to  them. 

We,  at  that  time,  considering  ourselves  as  part  of  the  Community,  were  Equally  anxious 
with  the  rest  of  our  brethren  to  defend  the  Common  Cause,  chearfully  exchanging  the  sweets 
of  domestick  life  for  the  fatigues  and  hardships  of  War,  and  have  still  no  other  wish  than  to 
secure  the  great  object  and  to  be  again  enrolled  in  the  number  of  Citizens  :  but  it  is  with 
the  greatest  concern  we  have  observed  for  some  time  our  brethren  departing  from  that 
line  of  Virtuous  conduct  which  before  guided  their  actions,  and  are  persuing  measures, 
which  if  persisted  in  without  redress,  will  finally  cause  a  seperation  of  Interests  between 
'the  AiTuy  and  Country,  Incompatible  with  the  happiness  of  a  Free  State. 

That  our  pay  which  was  liberal  is  become  of  little  value;  our  families  are  Starving; 
Gentlemen  of  rank  in  the  United  States  publickly  refuse  the  Currency  of  the  Continent, 
and  all  Denominations  of  people  (who  would  be  thought  Virtuous,  honest  and  religious) 
are  openly  fixing  a  depreciation  on  the  Currency  and  avowing  their  right  to  sell  at  the 
rate  of  six  for  one  compared  with  gold  and  .silver,  and  secretly  promoting  a  much  greater 
Depreciation ;  It  is  not  for  us  discriminately  to  determine  who  is  the  cause,  we  only  say  it 
has  happened  and  that  it  is  a  greivance  to  the  Army  insupportaljle.  It  is  evident  then  that 
the  contract  which  Government  made  with  the  Army  is  greatly  Infringed  upon,  and  that 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers  are  Injured  in  a  most  capital  manner :  for  it  is  the  same  thing  in 
effect  to  be  robi)ed  of  Seven  Eights  of  our  money  at  once,  or  have  the  whole  reduced  to 
one  eight  part  of  its'  former  value  whilst  we  hold  it  in  our  pockets ;  and  amounts  to  a  tax 
upon  the  anny  nearly  eighteen  shillings  upon  the  Pound  which  is  extorted  from  us  without 
our  consent  —  a  Doctrine  which  four  years  ago  every  american  woidd  shudder  at  • 

That  we  are  alarmed,  greatly  and  Justly  alarmed;  for  those  of  us  who  had  any  monies 
have  applyed  them  tc  the  support  of  om-  families,  or  the  pulilick  exigencies  of  the  war: 
and  to  be  compelled  to  loose  our  all;  to  beggar  our  famelies ;  to  ruin  our  constitutions  and 
to  hasten  old  age  upon  ourselves  are  too  great  sacrifices  for  us  to  make:  to  beg  we  shall 
be  ashamed ;  to  steal  honor  and  virtue  forbids :  yet,  with  all  these  alanning  circumstances 
before  our  eyes  we  have  persevered  thro'  the  marches  of  an  Alexander  and  the  fatigues  of 
an  llannible,  haveing  endured  hunger,  thirst,  cold  and  nakedness :  your  troops  have 
neither  left  the  field,  nor  disgraced  your  anns  for  we  confided  in  the  wisdom  of  this  Hon- 
orable Court;  the  Justice  we  expect  from  you;  the  love  which  every  Officer  and  Soldier 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  sessioo,  chapter  CXLIX. 
t  Ibid.,  January  aeseion,  chapter  XXV. 
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bears  to  the  United  States,  to  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  chief  and  the  goodness  of 
the  cause  we  are  Ingiiired  in,  both  as  it  respects  ourselves  and  the  wellbeing  of  posterity  : 
from  thooe  considerations  the  officers  have  been  hitherto  enabled  to  keep  the  soldiery  frijin 
dispau-  and  from  adopting  measures  which  might  have  proved  fatal  in  their  consequences. 
We  therefore  urge  your  speedy  attention  to  our  greivances,  the  removal  of  which,  (in  our 
opinions)  can  alone  disuade  the  soldiery  from  taking  measixres  which  will  be  Impossible 
for  us  to  prevent. 

We  are  not  unaware  of  the  many  Dificulties  with  which  Government  has  been  Embar- 
rassed, and  considering  ourselves  as  members  of  the  community,  are  not  unwilling  to  bear 
a  part  in  them ;  neither  do  we  expect  that  full,  and  Just  satisfaction  can  be  Immediately 
made  us ;  but  we  must  think  it  to  be  in  the  power  of  Government  to  take  such  effectual 
measm-es  from  time  to  time  as  will  secure  our  stipulated  pay  to  us,  or  our  heirs  after  us, 
according  to  its  original  value ;  in  doing  of  which  we  are  willing  to  have  every  thing  that 
has  been  done  for  us  by  this  State  talceii  into  Consideration. 

Let  this  security  be  given  us,  and  let  our  properties  be  exempted  from  taxes,  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  town  bounties  and  liires  given  to  Levies  and  Militia,  we  shall  then  l)e  satis- 
fyed  and  contented.  This  we  must  think  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  this  Honorable 
Com-t;  for  altho  we  have  the  highest  respect  for  Congress  as  a  most  venerable  Body,  and 
have  addressed  them  on  the  subject  of  greivances ;  yet  the  object  of  their  concern  is  large  and 
too  diffusive  to  extend  to  every  part  of  the  Army  in  season  to  rcleive  their  Distresses,  and 
redress  their  wrongs.  Besides,  we  consider  each  State  as  haveing  an  Immediate  and  intire 
sovereignty  over  iber  own  Members;  if  therefore  the  government  of  the  several  States 
respectively  does  not  take  measures  to  support  the  Credit  of  the  Currency  it  will  unavoid- 
ably be  out  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  do  it. 

These  things  we  will  humbly  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  this  Honorable  Court,  fully  con- 
fiding in  your  prudence,  Candour  and  love  of  Justice ;  and  that  you  will  speedily  grant  us 
all  that  relief,  which  we  wish  to  receive;  and  as  nothing  but  the  great  Cause  of  our 
Country  could  have  induced  us  to  forsake  our  Domestick  Imployments,  so,  we  can  with 
the  greatest  sincerity  assure  this  Assembly  of  our  unabated  zeal  and  ardent  wish  to  con- 
tribute every  means  in  our  power  to  render  the  United  States  gloriously  free ;  And  that 
nothing  should  ever  happen  on  our  part  to  bm-st  that  Bond  of  United  Affection  and  Interest, 
which  "was  once  so  Conspicuous  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  which,  should  it 
ever  happen,  will  be  more  distressing  and  more  Mortifying  than  all  the  Apprehensions, 
Losses,  Fatigues,  Hardships  and  Bloodshed  we  have  ever  met  with  from  the  Common 
Enemy.    December  30'^  1778. 

from  Colo  Greatons  Regt.    (  John  Greaton  ]      Committee  in 
Colo  Putnams  d"        •<  Rufus  Putnam  >  Behalf  of  General 
Col?  Nixons  d?  [Tho:  Nixon—  j    Nixons  Brigade 

From  Colo :  Marshall's  regt  Tho'  Marshall  —  1       Committee  in 
Colo :  Bradford's  d?     G  Bradford  I    Behalf  of  Gen" 

Colo :  Tapper's  d?         Benj  T upper  j         Patterson's 

Late  Brewer's  d?  Tobias  Fernald — J         Brigade. 

From  Co'"  M :  Jackson  Reg'.       Michl  Jackson  |       Committee  in 
From  Col°  Baileys     )  Ezra  ISadlam      [^  Bcjialf  of  the  late 

&  Col"  Wessons  j  James  Mi^llen    J  Gen'  Learneds  Bri. 

W  Shepard  in)       Committee  in 
Behalf  of  the    \       Behalf  of  Gen. 

Brigade         J  Glover  Brigade."— itfass. 
Archives,  vol.  220,  p.  442. 

Upon  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  following  resolve  *  was  passed :  — 

"  Feb.  4,  1779.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  Petition  of  the  Officers  in 
the  Brigades  of  Generals  Nixon's,  Patterson's  (late  Leamed's)  and  Glover's  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  Soldiers  under  their  command. 

Resolved,  that  the  Selectmen  or  Committees  of  the  several  Towns  and  Plantations  in 
this  State  appointed  for  this  purpose  be,  and  they  herelDy  are  enjoined  to  supply  the  Fami- 
lies of  all  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  private  Soldiers  enlisted  from  tlieir  respective 
Towns  or  Plantations  ( for  thi-ee  years  or  during  the  Wa,r  in  the  Fifteen  Battalions  raised 
by  this  State)  with  Necessaries  in  manner  directed  by  a  Resolve  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court  of  this  State  passed  upon  the  Tenth  Day  of  October  One  thousand  Seven  huncbed 
and  Seventy  Seven  —  And  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  all  such  Supplies  to  the  intent,  that 
the  Towns  may  finally  have  the  same  paid  by  the  State  and  also  that  such  Supplies  may 
be  Charged  to  the  said  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  private  Soldiers  when  their  Pay, 
on  which  they  entered  the  Service,  shall  be  made  good  to  them  as  is  hereinafter  provided. 
And  the  Selectmen  and  Committees  respectively  shall  make  up  their  Accounts  for  past 
Supplies  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  for  future  Supplies  on  the  first  Day  of  January  yearly, 
and  lay  them  before  the  General  Court  for  examination  and  allowance. 

Resolved,  that  if  any  Selectmen  or  Committees  shall  be  so  regardless  of  their  Country's 
Interest  as  to  neglect  to  see  the  said  Resolve  of  the  Tenth  of  October  fully  executed,  and 
Complaint  be  thereof  made  to  the  General  Assembly,  there  shall  be  added  to  the  lax  of 
the  Town  or  Plantation,  whose  Selectmen  or  Committees  shall  be  so  delinquent,  a  Sum 
not  exceeding  five  times  the  value  of  such  Supplies  which  they  upon  request  shall  unrea- 
sonably refuse  to  make.    And  whereas  there  is  no  provision  made  for  supply  of  the  Com- 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  session,  chapter  CXXVIII.  This  resolve  is  here  printed  from 
the  legislative  journal  of  llie  Couiioil.  It  also  appears  in  the  state  archives,  vol.  220,  p.  438,  et  seqj 
bat  with  so  many  alterations  that  it  would  be  scarjcly  intelligible  without  numerous  noli  a  anU 
cross  references.  It  was  therefore  deemed  best,  in  this  Instance,  to  depart  from  the  rule  by  which. 
In  this  edition,  resolves  are  taken  from  the  originals  when  possible.  It  was  concurred  in  ny  Ibo 
OonncU,  Feb.  0. 1779. 
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missioned  and  Staff  Officers  Families.  It  is  tLerefore  Resolved,  that  there  lie  advanced 
and  paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  of  this  State  to  the  Commissioned  and  Staff-Offlcers 
of  the  Fifteen  Battailous  aforesaid  who  are  engaged  to  serve  for  three  years  or  during  the 
War,  the  following  Sums,  viz'. 

To  each  Field  Officer  the  Sum  of  Three  hundi-ed  Pounds.  To  each  Captain,  Chaplain, 
Surgeon  and  Surgeon's  Mate  engaged  for  three  years  or  during  the  War  and  being  an  In- 
habitant of  this  State,  Two  hundred  Pounds. 

To  each  Sul)altern  Officer  One  hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds.  One  Moiety  of  said  Sums  to 
be  paid  to  them  respectively  upon  the  Fifteenth  Day  of  April  next,  and  the  other  Moiety 
upon  the  Fifteenth  Day  of  July  next.  And  in  case  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  Treasurer 
shall  not  be  able  to  pay  such  Sums  at  the  times  abovementioned,  He  is  hereby  impow- 
ered  and  directed  to  give  said  Officers,  or  any  of  them  who  shall  anoly  therefor,  his 
Note  upon  Interest  payable  upon  or  before  the  first  Day  of  January  One  thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  Eighty,  which  several  Sums  when  so  paid  either  in  Notes  or  Money  as  afore- 
said shall  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  respective  Officers  who  shall  receive  the  same 
and  he  Deducted  from  their  Wages  when  adjusted  and  made  good  as  is  herein  after 
provided. 

Resolved,  that  the  Constables  and  Collectors  of  the  State-Tax  now  ordered  to  be  issued 
shall  exchange  with  Commissioned  or  Staff  Officers  of  said  Battalions  belonging  to  their 
respective  Towns  the  Notes  aforesaid  giving  such  Officers  Current  Money  for  the  Principal 
and  Interest  due  upon  such  Note  at  the  time  of  such  Exchange.  And  the  Treasurer  is 
hereby  directed  to  receive  such  Notes  of  all  Constables  and  Collectors  in  payment  of  the 
Tax  aforesaid.  And  the  Officer  having  the  same  so  exchanged  shall  indorse  his  name  on 
the  same  and  thereon  set  the  Day  of  the  Month  and  year  when  the  Exchange  shall  be 
made,  at  which  time  the  Interest  on  such  Note  shall  cease. 

Resolved,  that  this  Government  will,  at  the  close  of  the  present  War,  receive  an  account 
of  the  time  which  the  Officers  and  private  Soldiers  belonging  to  this  State  shall  have  served 
in  the  said  Battalions  and  will  then  make  good  to  them  and  the  Heirs  of  such  of  them  as 
shall  then  be  dead,  the  Wages  of  the  Establishment  of  Congress  whereon  they  engaged  ac- 
cording to  a  late  Act  of  this  Government,  entitled,  An  Act  against  Monopoly  and  Oppres- 
sion, taking  for  a  measure  of  their  Wages,  the  Prices  set  to  the  Articles  enumerated  in 
the  same  Act,  taking  into  Consideration  by  the  same  measure  all  Bounties,  except  the  Con- 
tinental Bounty  of  Six  Pounds  and  the  State-Bounty  of  Twenty  Founds,  Supplies,  Gratu- 
ities and  Sums  already  advanced,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  given,  Supplied  or  Ad- 
vanced. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  if  the  Honb'.e  C(mtinental  Congress  shall  make  the  Wages 
of  said  Ofiicers  and  Soldiers  good  to  them  as  aforesaid,  this  Government  shall  not  be  held 
by  this  Resolution.  And  also  provided,  that  this  Provision  shall  not  extend  to  those  who 
shall,  without  a  regular  and  honorable  Discharge,  leave  the  said  Service  before  the  time, 
for  which  they  are  engaged,  shall  expire.         In  Council  Read  and  Concurred. 

Consented  to  by  Fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  XXXIX.,  p  75. 

A  letter,*  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  bearing  date  Feb.  10,  1779,  was  there- 
upon repoited  by  a  committee  of  both  branches  of  the  Assembly,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  Continental  Congress :  — 

"  We  were  in  hopes  'ere  this  to  have  heard  that  the  Honb'.e  Congress  had  taken  some 
suitable  measures  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  Offlcers  and  Soldiers  in  the  Continental  Army 
under  their  SuflTerings  by  reason  of  the  depreciated  state  of  our  Cuirency.  The  Ofiicers  and 
Soldiers  of  the  fifteen  Battalions  and  of  Colonel  Crane's  Regiment  of  Artillery  including  • 
Stephens's  Corps  raised  in  this  State  have  been  so  pressing  in  their  applications  to  the 
General  Assembly,  that  they  have  passed  a  number  of  Resolutions  wherein  they  have 
emiaged  (provided  Congress  do  not  do  it)  to  make  good  their  Wages  at  the  close  of  the 
present  Contest.  It  appeared  to  the  Court  from  the  representation  of  the  Officers,  that 
this  was  a  measure  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  keep  the  Array  together.  We  hope  it 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress  and  desire  that  you  would  endeavour  to  obtain 
their  Order  that  the  expence  that  may  hereby  accrue  shall  be  finally  borne  by  the  Continent. 
The  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  Regiments  under  the  command  of  Colonels  Jackson,  Lee 
&  llendly  have  applied  to  have  the  same  relief;  but  as  the  Court  have  been  lately  informed 
that  this  State  has,  in  the  late  Arrangement  of  the  Army,  no  Credit  for  the  Men  belonging 
to  those  Regiments,  they  apprehend  it  belongs  to  Congress  to  grant  them  the  necessary  re- 
lief, as  most  of  the  Men  belonging  to  these  Regiments  were  raised  in  this  State,  and  their 
Families  are  here  and  therefore  can  be  more  easily  supplied  by  us.  We  are  willing,  pro- 
vided we  can  have  Credit  for  the  Men  or  Congress  will  give  us  directions  to  treat  tliem  in 
the  same  manner,  to  pass  similar  Resolutions  in  their  favor.  You  will  therefore  use  yoiu- 
endeavours  that  the  Men  beforemeutioned  should  be  placed  to  the  Credit  of  this  State  as 
part  of  their  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army,  as  also  the  Men  belonging  to  Colonel  Crane's 
Regiment  of  Artillery  including  Stephens's  Corps,  as  the  Honbip  Congress  as  well  as  Gen- 
eral Washington  strongly  recommended  it  to  this  State  to  grant  the  same  encouragement 
to  these   Men  as  to  those  belonging  to  the  fifteen  Battalions." —  Ibid.,  p.  97. 

On  the  same  day,  another  letter,  f  reported  by  the  committee  last  named,  and  relating, 
in  part,  to  the  same  subject,  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  President  of  Congress. 

Col,  Shepard  continued  his  applications  for  prompt  and  equal  payment  to  officers  and 
men,  in  three  letters,  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  or  to  the  General  Courfc*  during  the  month 
of  May.  On  the  'i9th  of  May,  these  were  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Samuel 
Niles  and  Joseph  Simpson,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Nichols,  Gerrish  and  Wales,  of 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  sesBion,  chapter  CLVTI.  |  Ibid. 
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the  House,  to  take  them  into  consideration,  "  and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done 
thereon."  The  report  of  this  committee,  and  the  action  of  the  General  Court  thereou,were 
as  follows :  — 

"'I'he  Committeof  botli  Houses,  to  whom  was  refen-J  tlie  Letters  of  Col  Sliepard;  have 
Considered  the  same,  and  are  of  Opinion  that  his  Complaint,  in  Regard  to  the  Officers 
in  the  New  Arrangment,  is  without  foundation,  as  your  Committee  dont  find  but  one  Offi- 
cer, in  the  Returns  made,  that  is  mentioned  as  being  of  the  new  Arrangment,  and  that  he 
hasrecej.his  Moiety,  agi'eeably  to  the  Resolve. 

As  to  the  Request,  That  the  whole  sum  granted,  might  be  paid  att  this  time  in  One  Note 
your  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that  as  the  other  Moiety  will  soon  become  due,  it  will  not 
be  Expedient  to  Supersede  the  Resolve  of  the  Sixth  of  Feb^.Y  last.  The  Request  of  Cc' 
Shepard  i-especting  the  Chaplin  in  Brigadeir  Glovers  Brigade  has  been  Complyd  with,  by 
the  Resolve  passed  this  Day  on  the  Petition  of  Col  Rufus  Putnam 
all  which  is  Humbly  Submitted 
June  2^  1779,  Sami-  Niles    by  Order 

In  Council  Jime  2.^1779  Read  &  Accepted  — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery    D  Sey 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  3''.  1779       Read  &  concm-rd 

John  Hancock  Spk"; 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  — Mass.  Archives,  vol  222,  p.  429. 

At  this  session,  also,  on  the  petition  of  Col.  Rufus  Putnam  (which  was  read  and  referred 
in  the  House,  May  28th),  a  resolve  was  passed,  extending  the  operation  of  the  resolve 
of  February  6th,  to  some  members  of  the  army  who  were  not  inhabitants  of  Massachu- 
setts.   This  petition,  and  the  resolve  thereon  were  as  follows :  — 

"To  the  Honb*  the  Council  &  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
General  Court  assembled. 

The  Petition  of  Rufus  Putnam  Col*?,  of  the  4*  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  the  Service 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  past  in  Feby,  last,  wherein  they  engage  that  this 
Government  will  at  the  Close  of  the  present  War,  make  good  to  the  fifteen  Battallions 
raised  by  this  State  then*  Wages  agreeable  to  the  Establishment  of  the  hoiibj'^  Congress, 
there  appears  to  be  no  Provission  made  for  such  Officers  &  Soldiers  of  the  said 'fifteen  Bat- 
tallions, V'-ho  are  not  Inhabitants  of  this  State.— 

'liiai  ii  !:£  Battallion  aforesaid  are  several  Foreigners  who  have  gained  no  Inhabitancy 
in  ihe  State,  jet  have  served  faithfully  since  the  Cojnuiencement  of  the  War.  —  There  arc 
also  others  who  are  Inhabitants  of  Bennington  &  other  Places  in  the  Grants  (where  no 
Quota  is  call'd  for  or  Raised)  who  are  all  mustered  for,  &  serving  as  Part  of  the  Quota 
of  this  State;  &  which  your  Petitioner  huinbl>  concieves  have  a  right  to  expect  this 
State  will  see  Jus  lice  done  them,  as  they  enter'a  your  Service  on  the  Faith  of  Govern- 
ment pledged  to  them  in  an  Act  entitled  "an  Act  against  Monopoly  &  Oppression. 

The  aforesaid  Resolve  also  affects  Docf.  William  Annen  an  Inhabitant  of  Maryland, 
who  has  served  in  some  of  the  Massachusetts  Reg'.',  since  the  opning  of  the  Campaign  at 
New  York  in  the  Year  1776,  &  is  now  serving  as  Surgeon  in  your  I  etitioner's  Reg.* . — 

Wherefore  your  Petitioner  prays,  that  your  Honors  ^a\\  be  pleased  to  take  y<;.  Prem- 
isses mto  Consideration,  &  make  such  Provission  for  Ofiicers  &  Soldiers  cncumstanced 
as  before  described,  as  will  relieve  the  Distresses  of  both;  &  prevent  the  Despair  &  Deser- 
tion of  the  Soldiers  w^.h  itherwise,  'its  too  probable  will  ensue. —  And  in  particular  that 
the  Regiment  may  not  be  deprived  of  a  Surgeon,  especially  as  there  is  no  Mate  in  it ;  nor 
are  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  whc  have  any  considerable  Practice  or  other  Employment, 
willing  to  enter  the  Service. — 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  Dut>  bound  will  ever  pray.  Rufus  Putnam 

Boston  May  28t.h  1112." —  Ibid.,  p.  391. 

"  The  State  of  Massachusets  Bay —  in  the  House  of  Represent! tives  June  2  1779  * 
on  the  pettition  of  Coll"  llufas  puttnam  praying  the  Same  provision^  should  Be  made  for  the 
officers  &  Soldiers  Serving  in  The  fifteen  Battalions  liaised  By  this  State  Who  Were  Not  In- 
habitants Thereof  as  Was  made  To  the  Inhabitants  of  this  state  By  a  Resolve  passed  in 
February  Last 

Resolved  That  The  Resolve  passed  The  Sixth  Day  of  February  Last  Be  Extended  to  all 
officers  and  Soldiers  Serving  in  the  Fifteen  Battallions  afore  Said  and  Continuing  therein 
agreeable  to  Said  Resolve  altho  They  Be  Foreigners  or  Inhabitants  of  any  other  of  the 
united  States  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spki; 

In  Council  June  2<i  1779  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Sec-^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .—  Ibid.,  p.  390. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  in  conformity  with  the  annual  ]3ractice,  a  committee  of  accounts 
was  chosen  by  the  House,  consisting  of  Loamini  Baldwin,  Richard  Cranch,  Seth  Wash- 
burn, Ephraim  Starkweather,  Lemuel  Kollock,  Thomas  Durfee  and  Jonathan  Webster, 
and  commissioned  "to  receive  and  examine  all  accounts  ( not  otherwise  ordered)  whicli 
are  duly  authenticated,  for  any  service  done,  or  expense  incurred,  in  consequence  of  any 
order  or  resolve  of  the  General  Court ;  and  to  allow  so  much  thereon  as  shall  appear  to 
them  to  be  reasonable  and  just." 

The  resolves  t  establishing  this  committee  declared  that  their  doings,  or  the  doings  of 
any  four  of  them,  dmrhig  either  the  recess  or  the  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  shoidd  be 
considered  as  valid  as  any  vote  or  resolve  of  the  House.  They  were  required  to  kee|)  a 
record  of  the  names,  and  places  of  residence  of  the  persona   whose  accounts  should  1j6 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XXVI.  t  Ibid.,  chapter  IV. 
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allowed  by  tliem ;  of  the  amounts  so  allowed ;  "  and  the  occasion  of  the  charge."  Bv  the 
same  resolves,  Jabez  Fisher,  Benjamin  White  and  Daniel  Davis,  on  the  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil, were  joined  to  this  committee,  and  they,  or  the  Council  itself,  were  authorized,  either 
durinsi  any  session  or  in  recess,  to  concur  in  the  accounts  allowed  by  the  House  commit- 
tee, "so  far  as  shall  appear  to  them  just  and  reasonable,  and  duly  authenticated."  The 
paid  accounts  thus  approved  were  to  be  kept  by  the  secretary,  in  separate  files,  and  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  for  inspection,  when  called  for;  and  the  Council  were  authorized 
to  issue  their  warrants  therefor,  upon  the  treasurer,  payable  to  the  committee  of  the  Coun- 
cil, to  an  amount  not  exceeding  £30,000.  Extra  pay  was  granted  to  the  members  of  the 
above  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  for  their  extraordinary  services.  On  the  3d  of 
June,  Samuel  Osgood  was  added  to  this  committee,  and  Joseph  Hosmer  was  substituted 
for  Thomas  Duvfee,  who  had  been  chosen  to  the  Council. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  a  resolve  *  was  passed  establishing  a  form  to  be  followed  by  select- 
men and  committees  in  rendering  their  accounts  under  the  resolve  of  the  sixth  of  Feb- 
ruary; and,  on  the  2ith,  another  resolve  f  was  passcci,  authorizing  the  committee  of  ac- 
counts to  allow  compensation  to  such  selectmen,  &c  ,  for  then-  services.  Besides  the  above 
committee  of  accounts,  another  committee  had  been  appointed,  "  for  stating  and  method- 
izing the  public  accounts  "  The  term  of  service  of  this  last-named  committee  having 
expired,  the  following  resolve  J  was  passed : — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —    In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  28'ii  1779 

"Whereas  the  Commission  of  the  Committee  for  Stating  &  methodizing  the  publick  Ac- 
coiuits  has  expired 

ResolvJ  That  John  Deming,  Peter  Boyer  and  Thomas  Walley  Esq"  be  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  Comm«e  whose  Business  it  shall  be  to  State  Accounts  &  make  proper 
charges  of  all  monies  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  &  of  all  Articles  ordered 
to  be  delivered  from  the  publick  Stores  or  otherwise,  to  such  Person  or  Persons  in  whose 
favour  said  orders  were  given  or  who  receiv.i  the  same  and  to  call  upon  all  Committees  & 
others  who  have  receiv'  publick  monies  or  Stores  —  for  which  they  were  to  be  accountable 
to  adjust  &  Settle  their  respective  Accounts  and  it  is  further 

Ilesolv'  That  s'}  Commit  shall  prepare  a  proper  Account  of  all  the  Disbursments  made 
by  this  State  in  favour  of  the  United  States  since  the  first  of  January  1777  in  order  that 
the  same  may  be  laid  before  Congress  for  a  Settlement 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence     "  Jou.*^  Hancock    Spk"" 

In  Council  June  29th  1779  Read  &  Concm-red  John  Avery    D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  vnl.  223,  p.  403. 

The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  Massachusetts  contingent  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  were  enlisted  tinder  the  resolves  of  Congress,  of  Sept.  16,  1776,  for  raising 
eighty-eight  battalions,  of  which  Massachusetts  was  requu-ed  to  fiu-nish  fifteen.  As  an 
additional  inducement  to  every  recruit  who  should  enlist  in  the  Massachusetts  quota,  to 
serve  "during  the  war,"  the  General  Court,  by  the  resolves  ^  of  Oct.  19,  1776,  had  offered, 
besides  the  pay  and  "encouragement"  already  voted  by  Congress,  one  Ijlanket,  annually, 
in  case  Congress  should  not  provide  one,  or  eighteen  shillings,  if  the  soldier  should  furnish 
one  himself ;  and  twenty  shillings  per  month,  to  be  paid  semi-annually  during  his  continu- 
ance in  the  service.  But  this  last  payment  was  only  to  be  made  in  the  event  tliat  Congress 
shoidd  not  increase  the  wages  of  soldiers  by  that  amount ;  and  if  the  increase  made  by 
Congress  should  fall  short  of  twenty  shillings  the  state  was  pledged,  only,  to  make  up  the 
deficiency. 

Before  the  passage  of  these  resolves,  beating  orders  had  been  issued,  and  enlistment- 
rolls  prepared,  for  men  to  serve  "  during  the  war,"  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress ; 
but  Congress,  in  its  resolves  of  November  12th,  having  objected  to  such  discrinunation  in 
favor  of  this  class  of  enlistments,  and  having  resolved  that  all  who  enlist  for  the  term  of 
three  years  be  entitled  to  equal  pay  and  bounty  with  those  who  enlist  to  serve  during  the 
war,  except  the  grant  of  100  acres  of  land  to  the  latter  (in  addition  to  the  pay  and  bounty 
granted  to  each)  the  General  Court,  by  resolves  ||  passed  on  the  21th  of  November, 
repealed  so  much  of  its  resolves  of  October  19th,  as  established  the  objectionable  distinc- 
tion, and  offered  a  full  discharge  from  enlistment  (with  the  right  to  reenlist),  to  all  who,  by 
this  offer  of  extra  bounty,  had  been  induced  to  enlist  to  serve  during  the  war,  upon  their  re- 
turning so  much  of  the  liounty  as  they  had  received ;  or,  if  they  failed  to  return  the  bounty, 
they  were  to  l)e  held  for  three  years'  service,  only.  By  the  same  resolves  there  was 
granted  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  not  belonging  to  any  other  of  the 
United  states,  who  shotild  enlist  in  the  Continental  Arm}',  as  part^of  the  Massachusetts 
quota,  a  bounty  of  £20,  in  two  notes  of  £10  each,  to  l)e  delivered  to  him  upoi)  his  passing 
muster.  These  notes  were  payable  in  four  years,  with  interest,  senai-annually,  at  six  per 
cent. 

In  the  resolves  of  November  12th,  Congress  had  required  enlistment-rolls  to  be  prepared 
in  two  forms  ;  one,  for  tliose  who  should  enlist  for  three  years,  and  another,  for  those  who 
shoitld  enlist  to  serve  during  the  war;  but,  although  the  General  (^ourt  followed  this  du-ec- 
tion  of  Congress,  the  beating  orders,  here,  were  issued  for  the  enlistment  of  men  to  sen-e 
"  for  three  years  or  during  the  war ;  "  and  from  this  last  circumstance,  as  well  as  from  the 
plain  import  of  the  resolves  of  Noveml>er  24th,  there  were  some  veterans  in  the  anny, 
who,  though  not  strictly  entitled  to  a  discharge,  held  themselves  free  to  leave  the  camp  at 
the  expiration  of  the  thi-ee  years'  term  of  service  of  others  who  had  enlisted  at  the  same 
time  but  upon  a  dificrent  agreement. 

As  the  end  of  the  thi-ce  years  for  which  a  large  part  of  the  army  had  enlisted,  drew  near, 
the  importance  of  measures  to  secure  the  reenlistment  of  as  many  of  these  veterans  as 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  LXV.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  CLXVIII, 

X  Ibid.,  chapter  OCXIX.  §  Ibid.,  October  session,  177t>,  chapter  XLIII. 

II  Ibid.,  November  seBsion,  chapter  LXXIV. 
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could  be  induced  to  remain  in  the  army,  became  obvious ;  and,  accordingly,  the  following 
resolutions  were  passed  by  Congress,  before  the  opening  of  the  second  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Comt :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  several  states  that  have  not 
already  adopted  measures  for  that  purpose,  to  make  such  further  provision  for  the  officers 
and  for  the  soldiers  inlisted  for  the  war,  to  them  respectively  belongini^,  who  shall  continue  in 
service  till  the  estal)lishment  of  peace,  as  shall  be  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  many 
dangei's,  losses  and  hardships  they  have  suffered  and  been  exposed  to  in  the  course  of  the 
present  contest,  either  by  granting  to  their  officers  half  pay  for  life,  and  proper  rewards  to 
their  soldiers ;  or  in  such  other  manner  as  may  appear  most  expedient  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  states  : 

*  *  * 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  make  such  pro- 
vision for  the  mdows  of  such  of  their  officers,  and  such  of  their  soldiers  inlisted  for  the 
wax,  as  have  died  or  may  die  in  the  service,  as  shall  secm'e  to  them  the  sweets  of  that 
liberty  fur  the  attainment  of  which  their  husbands  had  nobly  laid  do\vn  thek  lives."  — 
Journals  of  Congress  :  Atir/.  17,  1779. 

"  Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  said  officers  be  entitled  to 
receive  monthly  for  their  subsistence  money,  the  sums  following,  to  wit,  each  colonel  and 
brigade  chaplain  five  hundred  dollars,  every  lieutenant  colnnel  fotir  hundred  dollars,  every 
major  and  regimental  surgeon  three  hundi'ed  dollars,  every  captain  two  hundred  dollars, 
every  lieutenant,  ensign  and  surgeon's  mate  one  hundred  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  be  paid  to 
every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  monthly  for  their  subsistance,  in  lieu  of  those 
articles  of  food  originally  intended  for  them  and  not  furnished."  —  Ibid.:  Aug.  IS,  1779. 

Early  in  its  second  session,  the  Legislature  began  to  take  more  effectual  measures  to 
allay  the  discontent  that  prevailed  in  the  army  among  the  soldiers  of  the  Massacliu-ctts 
quota.  They  appointed  committees  to  consider  the  several  resolves  relative  to  the  supply 
of  soldiers'  families,  with  the  view  of  remedying  any  defects  that  might  appear  therein. 

A  letter  fi-om  General  Heath,  dated  September  2d,  at  tbe  Ifighlands  on  the  Hudson,  and 
a  memorial,  enclosed  therein,  of  the  Massachusetts  officers  of  the  line  in  the  Continental 
Ai-my  (neither  of  wjiich  has  been  found  in  the  archives),  were  immediately  referred  to  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Osgood,  Davis  of  Boston,  Page,  Ashley  and  Wales. 
This  committee  pi'omptly  reported  a  resolve  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  three, 
to  visit  the  aimy,  "on  the  subject  matter"  of  these  petitions ;  but  the  different  views  enter- 
tained in  both  branches  with  respect  to  the  form  of  the  resolve,  the  nature  of  the  instruc- 
tions to  be  given  to  the  oommittee,  and  the  individuals  who  should  be  appointed,  and  their 
number,  led  to  a  contest  which  lasted  more  than  two  weeks.  Finally,  the  following 
resolves  *  were  agreed  upon,  and  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  Council,  on  the  first  of 
October,  after  sevei-al  conferences  had  been  held,  to  settle  dififerences  on  some  of  the  many 
amendments  proposed  or  adopted :  — 

"Whereas  the  Time  of  Inlistment  of  Part  of  this  State's  Quota  of  the  confederated 
Army  of  America  is  near  expiring ;  And  Whereas,  by  the  smiles  of  Heaven,  the  Period  of 
our  Warfare  is  we  trust  nearly  arrived,  our  inveterate  Enemies  having  brought  upon 
themselves  the  national  Vengeance  of  France  &  Spain  whose  combined  naval  &  military 
Force  must  soon  reduce  imperious  Britain  to  listen  to  the  Voice  of  Reason  &  of  Peace': 
And  Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  a  respectable  Army  should  still  be  kept  in  the  Field,  that 
the  War  M'hich  was  Isegun  with  Spirit  &  hath  been  l^ravely  maintained,  may  terminate 
with  Gloiy  &  tlie  Accomplishment  of  the  great  Purposes  which  originated  it ;  And  Whereas 
from  the  prov'd  Fidelity,  &  unshaken  Firmness  of  the  intrepid  Men  who  have  hitherto 
constituted  the  distinguished  Regiments  belonging  to  this  State,  it  will  be  jnost  for  the 
Interest  &  Reputation  of  this  &  tlic  united  States  to  engage  the  same  gallant  Veterans  to 
contmue  the  militaiy  Guardians  of  their  Country,  Therefore  as  an  Encouragement  for 
their  Reinlistment,  it  is  resolved  — 

That  a  Bounty  of  Three  hundred  Dollars,  m  Addition  to  the  Bounty  &  subsistence 
Money  allowed  by  Congi-ess,  be  paid  to  Each  Non- commission  officer  &  Soldier  who  has  or 
shall  irriist  as  one  of  this  State's  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army  dureing  the  continuance  of 
the  present  war  bet\veen  the  United  States  of  America  &  Great  Ihittain.  And  it  is  allso 
resolved  that  each  Officer  &  Soldier  who  shall  engage  as  aforesaid  shall  be  intitled  to 
receive  all  the  Benefits  provided  &  promised  by  a  Resolution  of  the  General  Court  of  this 
State  passed  the  6'.''  of  February  last.  And  their  Accounts  shall  be  punctually  settled  & 
the  Pallances  paid  at  the  Conclusion  of  the  War ;  And  in  Case  the  War  should  continue 
longer  than  one  year,  then  at  the  close  of  each  year,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  last,  &  the 
Polls  shall  be  exempted  from  Taxes  of  every  kind  and  the  Estates  Both  Real  &  I'ersonal 
of  Each  officer  &  Soldier,  who  shall  Ingage  as  aforesaid  Shall  be  Exem|jted  dureing  their 
Continuance  in  said  Service  from  all  Town  Taxes  Levied  for  the  Purpose  of  procuring  men 
to  go  into  the  Army. — 

And  be  it  farther  resolved  that  Colonel  Nathaniel  Freeman  &  Samuel  Osgood  Esq  be  a 
Committee  immediately  to  repair  to  Camp  for  the  Purpose  of  carrying  the  aforesaid 
Resolves  into  Execution.  —  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  and  they  Hereby  are  impow- 
ered  to  Agree  ^vith  the  Officers  belonging  to  this  state  — on  a  time  and  place  for  the 
meeting  of  a  Committee  of  this  Court  with  such  Committee  as  shall  l)e  appointed  by  the 
said  officers,  for  the  Pm-pose  of  Adjusting  the  Account  of  each  officer  and  soldier  up  to  Uie 
first  day  of  January  1780,  and  to  assure  them  that  the  several  ballances  which  shall  be 
then  due  to  such  as  shall  Continue  in  service  diuing  the  war.  Shall  be  paid  by  the  said 

•  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  session,  chapter  OXXXIII. 
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first  of  January  —  and  should  any  officer  or  soldier  Decline  Entering  the  senice  as  afore- 
said his  or  theu-  Account  shall  be  also  settled  on  the  said  fu'st  of  January  and  the  ballance 
paid  as  Soon  as  the  Chcumstances  of  this  Government  will  admit."  ^  Mass.  Archives, 
vol.  22i,  p.  225. 

The  following  instructions  *  to  the  visiting  committee  (reported  by  a  joint  committee, 
consisting  of  Col.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Davis  of  Boston,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and 
Thomas  Cushing  of  the  Council)  were  also  adopted :  — 

"  In  the  Plouse  of  Representatives  Sept.  30.  1779 

Resolved  that  the  following  Instructions  be  given  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Resolve  of  this  Day  to  repair  to  Camp  for  the  Purpose  of  reinlisting  this  State's  Quota  of 
the  Continental  Amay  — 

1';'  You  are  to  repair  M'ithout  Delay  to  Camp,  &  on  yoiu-  Aiiival  to  confer  with  the 
Commander  in  Chief  &  take  the  advice  of  the  Generals,  &  field  Officers  belonging  to  this 
State,  upon  the  best  Method  for  carrying  into  Effect  the  Design  of  said  Resolves. — 

2.  You  are  to  assure  the  Officers  &  Soldiery  that  this  State  have  a  high  Sense  of  their 
Merit  &  Services,  &  that  this  Court  will  pay  a  particular  Attention  to  their  Wants,  &  will 
make  every  Effort  to  have  tliem  supply'd  with  small  Stores  &  cloathing. 

3.  You  will  not  fail  to  impress  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Army  the  advantages  they 
possess  superior  to  those  of  a  different.  Profession,  Under  the  Encouragement  which  you 
are  to  offer  them.  That  the  Distresses  of  the  Times  are  such,  that  it  is  with  Difficulty  the 
Generality  of  then-  Drethi-en  at  home,  are  able  to  cloathe  &  feed  themselves,  &  discharge 
those  heavy  Taxes  which  the  public  Exigencies  now  require  from  all  Ranks  of  Citizens,  & 
from  which  they  are  exempted  — 

Sent  up  for  Concm-rence  John  Hancock    Spk"' 

In  (^ouncil  Septem''  30'.  1779      Read  &  Concurred  Joun  Aveiiy    D  SfecJ" 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid  ,  p.  172. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  the  above  resolves  were  passed,  the  visiting  committee  were 
supplied  with  !$200,000  (for  which  thny  were  to  be  accountable),  to  be  expended  in  filling 
up  the  state's  quota ;  and  the  Council  were  also  empowered  and  requested  to  issue  war- 
rants, in  the  recess  of  the  General  Court,  for  a  further  amount,  if  in  their  judgment  neces- 
sary. The  committee  who  reported  the  resolves  f  for  these  purposes,  were  ^'  du'ccted  to 
cause  a  statable  number  of  the  resolves  for  reerlisting  men,  to  ])e  printed." 

"To  the  committee  who  reported  the  above  resolves,  had  been  rcfeiTed,  on  the  fifteenth 
of  September,  a  petition  from  the  officers  under  General  Glover's  command,  dated 
Camp  Lower  Salem,  State  of  New  York,  August  20th.  The  petitioners  represented  their 
great  need  of  clothing  suitable  for  the  approaching  cold  weather,  and  their  inability  to 
procure  it,  and  prayed  for  a  supply  "at  such  prices  and  in  such  way  as  has  been  or  may 
be  pointed  out  by  Congress,  or  the  General  Assembly." 

Upon  this  petition  the  committee,  on  the  20th,  had  reported  a  resolve  %  directing  the 
Board  of  War  to  procure,  as  soon  as  possible,  suitable  clothing  for  the  petitioners,  and 
"all the  officers  belonging  to  this  state,  in  the  Continental  Armj^,"the  expense  of  which 
was  to  l)e  paid  o^it  of  the'proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  estates  of  absentees. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  consider  the  resolves  relating  to  the  support  of  the  fami- 
lies of  soldiers  in  service, —  a  sul)ject  which  had  been  before  the  Legislature  for  an  equal 
length  of  time,  —  was  also  adopted,  as  follows  :  — 

"  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  house  of  Representatives  Sep'/  30  1779 : 

§  whereas  Doubts  have  Arisen  in  the  minds  of  the  Com'l  on  Accounts  with  Respect  to 
Some  Accounts  preferred  to  them  by  the  Selectmen  &  Committ^  of  Some  Towns  & 
platations  in  Said  State  Relating  to  the  Supply  of  the  Soldiers  Famalys  that  are  in  the 
Contennntal  Army  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Said  Soldiers  in  the  Contenantal  Army  Shall  Still  Continue 
to  addvance  to  the  Selectmen  &  Committcs  of  the  Several  Towns  &  plantations  in  this 
State  the  Twenty  Shillings  pi.  month  as  ordered  in  a  Resolve  of  this  Court  of  the  Tenth 
of  October  Seventeen  HundTcd  &  Seventy  Seven:  and  when  the  Selectmen  or  Com- 
mitti  of  any  Town  Exhibit  their  Accounts  and  Do  not  give  Cred'.  for  the  Twenty 
Shillings  Afore  s^  ;  said  Twenty  Shillings  Shall  be  Dudected  from  Said  Account;  and 
where  money?  is  paid  to  any  of  Said  Soldiers  Famalys  in  Lieu  of  Necessarys  ordered  to 
Supply  Said  Famalys  the  Comin"  on  Accounts  in  passing  Such  Accounts  Shall  make  it 
their  Rule  to  Allow  Such  moneys  to  be  as  much  pr  month  as  the  Twenty  Shillings  would 
purchase  at  the  regulated  price  if  Laid  out  in  produce  in  the  Same  Town  &  no  more 

And  whereas  the  Selectmen  &  Commi*iJ  of  Some  Towns  have  made  oath  to  their  Ac- 
counts allrcady  Exhibeted  to  Said  Commtt  before  the  Town  Clerk  where  there  is  no  Justice 
of  the  Peace  it  is  further  Resolved  that  said  oath  Shall  be  Deemed  a  Sufflcent  voucher 
for  Said  Accounts  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Joux  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  October  l?t  1779  Read  &  Concurrd  Saml  Adams    Secry 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  p.  212. 
.   The  committee  appointed  to  visit  the  array,  arrived  at  West  Point,  the  army  headquar- 
ters, on  the  15th  of  October.    In  the  mean  time,  the.  Legislature  passed  the  following 
additional  resolves  on  the  subject  of  the  accounts  of  officers  and  soldiers,  and  the  supply 
of  soldiers'  families  •  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Octor  6 :  1779 

11  Whereas  this  Court  havelmpowered  the  Committees  (who  have  been  sent  to  the  Army) 
to  Agrea  on  Time  &  Place  for  the  Meeting  of  a  Committe  from  this  Court,  with  Such 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CXXXIV.        t  Ibid.,  chapter  CXXXV.        X  Ibid.,  chapter  XL VIII. 
§  Ibid.,  chapter  CXXIX.  ||  Ibid.,  chapter  CCni. 


1284  Province  Laws.  — 1779-80.  [Notes.] 

[rIIVOLUTIONAKY  period  —  "  STATE."] 

Committee  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  officers  of  the  army,  for  the  Purpose  of  Setling  the 
Acco'.s  of  the  officers  &  Soldiers  —  Therefore  Resolved,  that,  Sam'.'  Austin,  Esq^  & 
Ool"  Samf  Thatcher,  be  appointed  to  Joiuc  with  the  Committee,  who  have  been  appointed 
to  Methodize  &  Settle  the  Acco'.s  of  this  State,  for  the  Purpose  of  Coloctinj;:  from  the 
Board  of  \Var&  Treasurers  office  &  otherwais  All  Charges  Against  the  officers  &  Soldiers 
in  the  Continental  Army,  Raised  In  this  State,  and  Said  Committee  are  ordered  to  Lay 
the  Said  Acco'«  before  this  Court  as  Early  as  Possible  in  the  Next  Session 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  October  7'.^  1779        Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveiiy    D  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid., p.  363. 
"  State  of  Massa- 1 
chusetts  Bay  f     In  the  House  of  Representatives  Octr  8"}  1779  — 

♦Resolved  that  the  Selectmen  or  Committee  of  each  town  and  Plantation  in  this  State, 
be  and  they  hei'eby  are  required  to  render  under  Oath  a  full  account  of  all  Supplies  fur- 
nished before  the  fifteenth  of  October  instant  (whereof  an  account  is  not  akeady  exhib- 
ited) and  also  of  all  bounties  &  gratuities  given,  whether  by  the  town  or  plantation  or  any 
Individual,  to  every  Soldier  and  Family  of  a  Soldier  raised  as  part  of  this  States  propor- 
tion of  the  Continental  Army,  for  three  Years  or  dtu'ing  the  war :  —  the  Account  of  Sup- 
plies to  be  in  form  agreable  to  a  Schedule  dh-ected  by  this  Court  on  the  St'}  of  June  last, 
and  the  time  of  deliverinir  every  Article  of  Supply  as  well  as  of  every  sum  of  money  is  to 
be  carefully  noted,  and  the  town  for  which  every  Soldier  is  particularly  doing  service  if 
known. — 

And  the  Selectmen  &  Committees  aforesaid  are  hereby  required  to  cause  the  above  Ac- 
count to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  Office  by  the  several  days  herein  respectively  as- 
signed them  —  viz. —  The  Selectmen  or  Committees  in  the  Counties  of  Suffolk,  Essex, 
Middlesex,  Plymouth,  &  Bristol  —  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next. — 

The  Selectmen  or  Committees  in  the  Counties  of  Barnstable,  Worcester,  Hampshire  and 
York  —  on  or  before  the  fifth  of  November  next. — 

The  Selectmen  or  Committees  in  the  Counties  of  Berkshire  Cumberland  &  Lincoln  on  or 
before  the  Tenth  day  of  November  next 

And  the  Selectmen  and  Committees  aforesaid  are  directed  to  proceed  in  supplying  the 
Families  of  the  said  Soldiers,  agreable  to  the  directions  of  former  Resolves  of  this  Court 
made  for  this  purpose,  under  the  penalties  therein  provided  — 

And  Whereas  a  strict  obedience  of  this  Resolve,  in  Order  to  a  speedy  Settlement  with 
the  Army  is  of  great  Consequence  to  the  Community, 

Resolved  that  if  the  Selectmen  or  Committee  of  any  town  or  plantation  in  this  State, 
who  have  had  the  charge  of  supplying  the  Families  of  the  soldiers  aforesaid,  shall  neglect 
a  punctual  complyance  with  this  Requisition,  the  Selectmen  or  Committee  so  negecting 
shall  individually  forfeit  to  the  use  of  this  State,  one  hundred  pounds;  for  the  recovery 
whereof,  the  Treasui'cr  of  this  State  is  hereby  impowcred  and  dh-ecfed  to  issue  his  Execu- 
tion, upon  each  Selectman  or  jNIember  of  a  Committee  so  neglecting,  upon  receiving  notice 
of  such  Neglect  from  the  Secretary. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  ,  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  Ocfr  8ti>  1779  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Sec^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  381. 

The  report  of  the  visiting  committee  \yas  rendered  November  r2th,  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  Committee  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  to  repair  to  the  Army  for 
the  pm-pose  of  carrying  into  Execution  the  resolution  of  court  of  the  1^'  of  October  last, 
having  attended  that  Servii'c  beg  leave  to  report. 

That  agreable  to  our  Instructions  we  proceeded  to  Head  Quarters  at  West  point, 
where  we  arrived  the  15'.^  day  of  October,  and  immediately  waited  on  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  communicated  to  him  our  Business  and  advised  with  him  on  the 
best  method  of  carrying  s''  Resolve  into  Execution,  who  highly  approved  of  the  wisdom  & 
Justice  of  the  Assembly  discovered  in  sJ  resolution,  and  of  the  mode  proposed  to  reinlist 
this  States  Quota  of  y"  Army. 

Agreable  to  our  instructions  and  his  advice  we  then  consulted  with,  and  took  the 
Opinion  of  the  General  and  Field  Officers  from  this  State,  who  were  thereabouts  on  the 
method  for  effecting  the  business,  And  agreably  to  their  Opinion  we  met  all  the  Field 
Commissiond  and  Staff  Officers  of  our  Line,  who  were  Assembleil  for  that  puiposo  - 
after  Communicating  to  them  the  doings  of  the  Assembly  and  delivering  the  resolution 
for  each  Company,  we  desired  them  to  express  their  minds  with  Freedom  upon  the  Sub- 
ject, and  if  they  had  any  objections  to  them  to  mention  them  freely. 

We  found  the  Officers,  many  of  them  and  y  Soldiers  all  exceedingly  uneasy  and  deter- 
mined to  quit  the  Service,  as  being  unable  any  longer  to  Support  themselves  therein  much 
less  their  Families  who  they  said  were  suffering  that  they  had  neglected  their  usual  means 
of  providing  a  support  for  them,  Spent  their  Fortunes  to  support  themselves,  in  Charractir, 
in  the  Service,  while  the  i)ay  they  rec^  from  y  continent  was  by  the  depreciation  of  y' 
Currency  reduced  to  nothing  —  that  they  had  not  been  sujjplied  with  Cloaths  or  small- 
Stores  according  to  encouragement  and  promises  —  that  they  had  suficred  great  inconven- 
ience anti  hardships  on  that  account — that  their  Families  at  home  had  not  been  pvnctu- 
a%  supplied  according  to  Stipulation —that  they  the  Otticers  had  l>een  greatly  disaj)- 
pointed  in  not  receiving  the  Suit  of  Cloaths  promised  them  in  some  instances  not  at  all, 
in  others  not  without  great  delay,  frequent  applications  and  lt>ng  &  expensive  attendance 
on  the  Council  House  or  Board  of  war  till  their  Expences  amounted  to  almost  y"  Value 
of  the  suit — that  from  some  departments  in  Government  they  conceived  they  had  nut 
always  met  with  that  kind  treatment  and   languiigc  tlicy  tlionght  tlicir  .sulfcrings  in  the 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  session,  chapter  CCXVIIl. 
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Bcrvice  of  y''  public  and  their  CliaiMctcr  as  Gentlenieueiititiileil  tiiciii  to— that  y'^' Cloaths 
supplied  the  Ollieers  in  many  instances  were  scarcely  worth  inakinfj  np  and  vastly  inferior 
to  those  supi)lied  the  Otfleers  of  the  other  states  —  that  when  one  of  them  had  loni;  been 
waiting  for  promised  Cloathing  at  f?reat  Expenee  and  petitiond  that  his  Expenees  might 
be  allowed  .hini,tho  voted  by  tlie  House  was  nonconcurrd  by  the  Board  and  ho  linally 
obliged  to  lose  it  himself — that  the  very  inadequate  supply  of  small  Stores  which  had 
been  forwarded  them— had  not  been  properly  distributed  — That  altho  Several  Reg'.^ 
have  been  Supplied  with  the  suits  of  Cloaths  for  y»  Otfleers  wiV/j  o)<<  Money,  others  had 
been  refused  them  notwithstaniling  they  offered  the  money  and  had  it  ready  — that  they 
cannot  get  any  trifle  convey'd  to  their  Families  I)y  our  Teams  who  carry  Supplies  to  the 
Army  without  giving  the  most  extravagant  i)riee  —  for  instance  Col.  Bailey  was  required 
to  give  a  Hundl-ed  Dollars.^  IJbito  one  of  our  Teams  for  carrying  back  in  an  empty  Team 
ji  few  Barrels  of  Flour  to  his  suffering  Family.  That  the  soldiers  complain  that  those  of 
them  who  were  supplied  with  guns  l)y  y  State  or  Continent  and  had  4£.  10/.  stop'd  out  of 
their  Bounty  are  not  allowed  to  own  the  amis,  which  they  think  they  ought  as  y  price 
was  Stopt  out  of  their  Bounty  —  that  this  is  a  great  cause  of  complaint. —  Theyconiplaind 
greatly  that  no  more  i)ains  are  taken  to  take  up  &  secure  deserters  that  there  are  vast 
numbcis  Secreted  in  y^  state  40  in  the  County  of  Berkshire  and  many  in  y«  County 
of  Hampshire  —  that  the  inhabitants  hire  them  to  w(jrk  knowing  thoia  "to  be  de- 
serters because  they  can  hire  them  Chea])er  than  others  and  therefore  refuse  to 
return  them  to  the  Army — that  several  deserters  who  had  been  taken  up  in  y 
County  of  Berkshire  had  been  rescued  out  of  Otiicers  Hands.  That  they  had  for 
their  fatigues  and  hardships  hitherto  been  rewarded  with  promisses  only,  to  be  fulfilld  at 
the  close  of  y^  war  —  and  the  great  failure  in  Cloathing  small  Stores  and  gratuities  prom- 
ised had  exceedingly  discouraged  the  soldierly  and  induced  them  to  believe  that  govern- 
ment never  intended  to  make  them  good  —  especially  as  they  had  been  told  that  gov- 
ernment were  exceeding  jealous  of  the  unfriendly  designs  of  the  Army  respecting  y 
(Mvil  rights  ofy«  Country  a  thing  as  abhorrent  to  them  as  to  their  !)rcthren  at  Home  That 
they  profess  to  entertain  the  Sincerest  attatchment  to  civil  government  and  wish  to  con- 
tribute all  in  their  power  to  Support  it  and  are  exceedingly  mortified  at  y  idea  of  not 
being  considered  as  Citizens,  their  right  to  which,  they  mean  not  to  relinquish  but  wish  to 
return  to  y  enjoyment  of — 

That  great  uneasiness  prevailed  on  acco'.  of  the  small  Stores  being  delivered  with  no 
greater  regularity  and  proper  accots  kept  and  receipts  taken  to  whom  delivered  lest  they 
should  be  charged  with  the  whole  stores  forwarded  to  camp,  which  they  think  very  un- 
just unless  it  can  be  made  to  appear  they  rec<'  them — ^the  Captains"  and  Subalterns 
thought  it  exceeding  hard  that  when  the  Field  Officers  were  supplied  with  six  shirts 
each  they  were  provided  with  only  two  —  and  were  mortified  at  the  great  difTerence  in  the 
Quality  of  of  their  Cloathing 

'1  hese  grievances  or  Complaints  were  mentiond  by  the  Officers  as  being  either  their  own 
complaints  or  those  of  the  soldiers  who  they  apprehended  would  not  be  induced  to  engage 
auain  —  They  said  they  had  taken  great  pains  to  encourage  them  &  to  Assure  them  that 
government  would  do  them  Justice — but  the  disappointments  had  been  so  frequent  that 
they  would  now  disbelieve  what  they  should  Offer  them.  These  things  they  menfi.  with 
Freedom  but  with  decency  and  great  defferencc  to  the  Assembly  —  They  appcar'd  to 
speak  feelingly  &  sensibly  but  with  candor. 

We  cndeavour'd  to  account  for  the  deficiencies  they  mentiond,  by  the  exceeding  great 
embarrassments  Govt  met  with  in  procuring  Supplies  from  abroad  —  the  extraordinary 
Scarcity  of  Provisions  which  had  prevaild  at  homo  y«  last  season  and  the  unhappy  situa- 
tion of  the  Currency  —  and  not  from  a  want  of  attention  to  their  merit,  sufferings  &  neces- 
sities or  of  a  desire  most  amply  to  relieve  supply  and  reward  them 

That  the  Assembly  entertaind  a  high  senco  of  their  merits  and  were  anxious  to  do  them 
ample  Justice  and  reward  them  according  to  their  Merit  —  And  Assured  them  in  the  strong- 
est Terms  that  they  might  depend  ample  Justice  would  be  done  them. 

Wo  met  them  repeatedly  both  those  at  West  point  —  and  those  of  Nixons  &  Glovers  Bri- 
g;ides  at  Croton  River  —  and  after  they  had  heard  many  embarrassments  of  Government  we 
mentiond  which  they  before  were  ignorant  of,  they  thought  it  accounted  for  manv  things  they 
before  thought  injurious  —  when  we  Assured  them  the  Legislature  considered  them  as  Fel- 
low Citizens  and  entertaind  no  Jealousy  of  their  disposition  of  Counteracting  or  under- 
mining Civil  Government  it  appeard  to  give  them  no  small  Satisfaction.— When  we  as- 
sured them  that  their  wages  would  be  made  good  — that  Cloathing  and  Stores  would  be 
Itjrwardcd  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  as  fast  as  it  could  possibly  be  procured,  and 
every  attention  paid  to  their  wants  — and  any  real  grievance  they  Comi)laind  of  would  be 
attended  to  &  removed  —  And  that  the  Court  were  so  determind  to  do  ample  Justice  to 
nil  that  they  had  resolved  to  give  the  same  Bounty  of  Three  Hundred  Dollars  to  those 
who  had  alreadv  inlisted  as  well  as  to  those  who  should  inlist  during  the  war  —  it  ap- 
jieard  at  last  to  give  them  great  satisfaction,  and  professed  their  determination  to  exert 
their  utmost  abilities  to  give  the  same  satisfaction  to  the  soldiery  and  to  reinlist  them  — 
in  which  we  have  no  doubt  from  the  good  sense  they  discoverd  themselves  possessd  of 
—  their  integrity  &  zeal  in  the  Cause  of  their  Country,  which  Wiis  very  apparent  their 
hearty  desire  to  promote  the  honor  &  service  of  this  state  in  particular  —  and  their  most 
inviolable  attatchment  to  and  respect  for  their  Great  Commander  Gen'.  Washington  that 
they  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  answer  the  wishes  of  Government.  His  Excellency 
Gcn\  Washington  assured  us  he  should  do  all  in  his  Power  to  encourage  and  promote 
the  same  —  as  also  Gen'.  Heath  and  the  other  Gen'.  Officers  of  our  Lino  who  appear  to  be 
exceeding  anxious  to  engage  the  old  troops  during  the  war  —  And  we  are  exceeding 
happy  to  find  other  Gen'  Officers  not  of  our  particular  Line  speak  of  the  resolution  of  our 
state  with  great  resiiect  &  approbation  &  are  endeavouring  to  inculcate  the  same  sen- 
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tlments  ia  our  Line,  particularly  the  Hon.  major  Gen'.  Howe  of  North  Carolina  who  Com- 
mands a  division  at  Croton  River  consisting  of  two  Brigades  of  this  States  Troops  was 
pleased  to  express  to  us  a  very  great  respect"  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  a  high 
opinion  of  the  Bravery  &  good  disposition  of  their  troops  and  of  the  valour  abilities  and 
politeness  of  their  Officers  and  his  groat  Satisfaction  in  hiving  y"  Honor  to  Command  a 
Division  of  them  and  we  were  no  less  pleased  to  find  our  Officers  exceeding  happy  under 
his  Command  He  treated  us  and  through  us  the  State  with  every  mark  of  civility  & 
respect — And  told  us  He  should  think  himself  exceeding  Happy  in  huvmg  an  opportunity 
to  serve  the  state  and  should  pay  an  immediate  &  very  particular  attention  to  their  resulve 
and  use  his  utmost  endeavour  to  have  it  carried  into  execution  in  those  Brigades.  And 
we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  report  that  the  above  mentiond  encouragements  and  the 
considerable  number  who  inlisted  before  we  left  Camp  induces  us  to  believe  the  desires  of 
the  Honorable  Court  will  meet  with  considerable  success.  But  as  it  was  the  universal 
Opinion  of  all  the  General  Field  &  other  Officers  so  it  is  ours,  that  the  greater  part  will  not 
enlist,  untill  the  proposed  Settlement  is  adjusted  they  fearing  lest  it  should  not  amount  to 
ample  Justice  —  in  the  doing  which  we  trust  they  will  be  convinced  and  induced  also  to 
reinlist  —  That  the  forwarding  a  Supply  of  Cloathing  especially  Shoes  Stockings  Shirts 
Hatts  &  Blanketts  and  also  a  good  Quantity  of  small  Stores  among  which  at  this  Time 
some  good  spirit  would  not  be  a  useless  article  would  not  only  greatly  encourage  the  re- 
inlisting  but  are  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done  immediately  —  As  near  half  are  now 
barefooted  —  and  a  great  proportion  entirely  destitute  of  Hatts  Stockings  or  Blankets  so 
indispensibly  necessary  especially  at  this  season  &  in  that  rugged  Country. 

We  also  beg  leave  to  report  that,  it  appears  to  be  the  expectation  and  wish  of  the  Army 
that  Some  provision  of  half  pay  or  other  provision  might  be  made  for  the  widows  or 
orphans  of  those  who  may  die  in  the  service —  we  promised  to  mention  this  to  court  and 
are  of  Opinion  that  an  attention  to  it  immediately  would  greatly  encourage  the  Army. 

And  as  the  money  we  carried  which  we  left  in  the  Care  of  Hon.  Majf  Gen\  Heath  we 
are  told  is  expended  it  will  be  necessary  immediately  to  forward  more  for  the  purpose  of 
reinlisting. —  And  that  the  paying  the  Bounties  speedily  to  those  who  had  inlisted  would 
have  a  very  happy  effect  as  it  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Officers  it  would  do  as  much  towards 
inducing  others  to  inlist  as  paying  the  Bo^inties  to  them  —  as  those  who  have  inlisted  will 
be  ens-aged  to  procure  others,  and  by  being  possessd  of  Money  would  be  able  to  have  great 
influence  on  many  of  them.  And  if  these  measures  are  taken  and  an  equitable  Settlement 
takes  place  we  doubt  not  most  of  the  old  Troops  will  be  reingaged : 

The  Officers  of  the  Army  in  our  Line  proceeded  to  Choose  a  Committee  to  meet  a 
Committee  of  y"  Court  to  adjust  the  Settlement  as  proposed  and  have  chosen  Col.  Popkin 
Major  Hull  Major  Fernald  Cap'  Walker  and  Capt.  Howard— and  Col.  Henry  .lacksons  Regi- 
ment who  are  not  Brigaded  p-opose  to  choose  one  more  and  have  agreed  to  meet  the 
Committee  of  Court  by  the  lJ-.'>of  this  month  at  Boston  unless  y"  Circumstances  of  y« 
Army  should  forbid  their  leaving  it,  in  which  case  they  will  write.  And  we  hope  the 
Honorable  Court  will  excuse  us  in  Saying  we  found  it  necessary  to  give  Some  encourage- 
ment that  the  expence  of  the  Committee  from  the  Army  would  be  considered  &  provided 
for  by  the  Public,  As  we  found  it  attended  with  difficulty  in  agreeing  as  to  the  place 
without  The  expence  of  the  Journey  being  urged  together  with  their  leaving  the  Army,  as 
an  objection  to  their  meeting  at  Boston. 

One  circumstance  more  we  beg  leave  to  mention  that  there  are  many  Soldiers  who 
belong  to  other  states  inlisted  dtlring  the  war  and  some  for  three  years  only  v/ho  have 
been  considered  as  part  of  this  States  Quota  —  the  Officers  wish  to  know  if  Court  mean  to 
extend  the  Bounty  to  them  in  Case  of  their  reinlisting. 

The  foregoing  report  is  Humbly  submitted 

Boston  Nov  12'^  1779  NATiii-  Freeman  p''  order."  —  Ibid.,  p.  426. 

This  report  was  read  on  the  day  of  its  date,  and  immediately  referred  to  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Gen.  Titcomb,  Mr.  Gorham  of  Charlestown,  and  Mr.  Tudor,  of  the  House, 
and  Messrs.  Josiah  Stone  and  Aaron  Wood,  of  the  Council,  who  were  directed  "  to  con- 
sider the  same,  and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon."  This  committee, 
which  was  enjoined  "  to  sit  forthwith,"  made  a  partial  report  the  following  day,  in  the 
form  of  resolves;  one,  ordering  $500,000  to  be  immediately  forwarded  to  General  Heath, 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  recruiting  according  to  his  discretion;  and  another,  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  committee  chosen  by  the  army  to  cooperate,  at  Boston,  with  the  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Massachusetts 
officers  and  soldiers.  By  the  adoption  of  these  resolves,*  which  immediately  followed,  the 
General  Court  fulfilled  the  quasi  engagement  of  the  visiting  committee,  as  narrated  in 
their  report. 

The  above-named  committee  to  settle  accounts  was  chosen,  by  ballot,  November  17th, 
and  consisted  of  Messrs.  Austin,  Freeman,  Baldwin,  Osgood  and  Gorham  of  Lunenburg, 
as  first  chosen ;  but  Messrs.  Gorham  and  Freeman  having  resigned,  and  it  having  lieen 
resolved  to  add  two  members  to  the  committee,  Messrs.  Jonathan  Greenleaf,  Samuel 
Phillips,  Peter  Boyer  and  John  Deming  were  chosen,  on  the  nineteenth. 

By  one  of  the  resolvesf  passed  November  25th,  the  committee  appointed  to  meet  a  com- 
mittee from  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  and  settling  the  accounts  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers,  vvere  directed  in  their  computation  of  balances  due,  to  take  into  account  all 
advances  made  by  Congress,  over  and  above  the  established  pay  and  subsistence,  and  all 
gratuities  and  advances  made  by  the  state,  either  in  money,  clothing  or  stores;  likewise  to 
deduct  the  value  of  supplies  furnished  to  the  fiimilies  of  soldiers  by  the  several  towns  in 
obedience  to  any  order  of  the  General  Court;  but  they  were  riot  to  make  account  of  boun- 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  Vm.  t  Ibid.,  chapter  LXXVII. 
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ties  given  to  encourage  enlistment,  either  by  Congress,  the  General  Court,  or  any  town  or 
individual.  On  the  7th  of  January,  however,  the  following  resolve*  repealing  this 
resolve  of  Noveoiher  25th,  was  passed  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  JanT  G'.^  1780 

Whereas,  it  is  Just  &  Reasonable  that  all  advances  which  have  been  made  to  that  part 
of  the  army  raised  in  this  State,  in  Consequence  of  the  high  prices  of  the  Necessaryes  of 
Life,  Should  be  taken  into  the  Account,  when  their  Wages  are  made  good.  —  Therefore 
Resolved  That  the  Committee  who  have  l)een  Appointed  to  Settle  the  Accounts  of  the  Army 
be  &  they  hereby  Are  directed  to  Reckon  to  the  Account  of  Any  Non  commission  ofHcer 
or  private  Soldier  any  Bounties  they  have  or  may  have  received  from  any  Town  or  Indi- 
vidual person  in  this  State  provided  a  proper  Return  of  the  same  is  made  agreeable  to  the 
orders  of  this  Court  The  Resolve  of  November  25'.'»  1779  to  the  Contrary  Notwithstanding 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  Jany  7'>  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]  —  Ibid.,  vol.  226,  p.  18. 

The  passage  of  this  last  resolve  was  promptly  followed  by  a  remonstrance  from  the 
committee  of  the  army  appointed  to  settle  accounts  in  conjunction  with  the  state  com- 
mittee, in  which  they  declared,  that  "  it  was  with  peculiar  satisfaction  they  found  this 
Court  had  so  far  coincided  with  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  army,  as  to  relinquish  the  idea  of  deducting  *  *  *  those  sums  which  were  consid- 
ered by  the  contracting  parties  as  a  free  gift  tt)  induce  them  to  enter  into  the  public  ser- 
vice, upon  the  faith  of  the  monopoly  act."  They  then  proceeded  to  argue  against "  the  im- 
policy, not  to  say  injustice,"  of  the  resolve  just  passed,  and  referred  to  the  terms  of  their 
enlistment,  by  whicib,  they  claimed,  they  were  entitled  (under  the  monopoly  act  in  force 
at  the  time  of  their  enlistment,  and  which  contained  no  provision  for  its  repeal)  to  wages 
equivalent  to  certain  quantities  of  commodities,  and  that  the  bounties  then  given  could 
not  have  been  bestowed  in  consideration  of  actual  or  prospective  depreciation  of  the  cui'- 
rency.  They  further  represented  the  hardship  the  resolve  would  bring  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  those  "who  had  died  in  the  service,  before  their  accrued  wages  had  equalled 
tlie  amount  of  bounties  received  by  them ;  in  which  case,  they  added,  "  the  unhappy  suf- 
ferers must  be  still  further  distressed  by  being  obliged  to  repay  those  very  sums  which 
were  given  as  an  inducement  to  their  husbands  and  parents  to  risk  their  lives  in  the 
service  of  their  country."  They  therefore  prayed  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  resolve, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  declared  that  they  had  been  instructed  by  their  constitutents  to  use 
then-  influence  with  the  General  Court,  to  the  end  that  the  situation  of  these  unfortunates 
"  may  be  particularly  attended  to,  and  some  compensation  made  them,  in  consequence  of 
their  misfortune;  "  and  they  therefore  embraced  this  opportunity  to  urge  a  request  which 
tlicy  conceived  "  to  be  warranted  by  every  principle  of  humanity  and  gratitude." 

No  immediate  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  on  this  remonstrance;  but  four  days 
later,  the  following  resolve  f  was  passed,  establishing  a  schedule  of  rates  of  depre- 
ciation of  the  currency,  from  the  date  of  the  first  enlistment,  to  the  first  of  January, 
1780:  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  January  11">  1780 

Whereas  the  General  AssemlDly  of  this  State  have  Engaged  to  make  good  to  the  Officers 
&  Soldiers  of  this  States  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army  the  wages  first  promised  to  them 
taldng  for  a  measure  the  prices  affixed  to  the  necessaries  of  Life  in  a  La^f  of  this  State 
Intitleed  an  Act  to  prevent  Monopoly  &  Oppression  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1777 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Committee  of  this  Court  who  have  been  appointed  to  Settle 
and  Adjust  the  Ballance  due  to  each  Officer  &  Soldier  of  this  States  Quota  aforesaid 
respectively,  Be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  take  for  their  rule  (in  Assertaining  the 
Value  or  depreciation  of  the  Current  money  at  the  Several  periods  of  the  payments  which 
have  been  made  them  and  of  the  Ballance  due  to  thera  respectively  on  the  first  day  of 
this  present  January  in  Current  Mony,)  the  Calculation  Contain, d  in  tlie  right  hand  Collumn 
(if  the  following  Schedule;  which  determines  how  many  pounds  and  hundredth  parts  of  a 
liound  Current  money  at  the  several  periods  mentioned  in  Said  Schedule,  were  eaquil  in 
value  to  each  twenty  Shillings  promised  to  Such  Officer  or  Soldier  as  aforesaid:  —  It 
lieing  calculated  upon  an  average  of  the  rates  of  depreciation  as  computed  by  the  prices  of 
Beef  Indiau  Corn  Sheeps  wool  &  Soal  Leather  they  bein^  the  Articles  agreed  upon  by 
this  Court  and  the  Committee  of  the  Army  to  make  the  said  Calculation  upon. 

*  Printed  reaolvea  of  the  December  session,  chapter  XCm.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  CIX. 
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Sent  up  for  Concurrence  '         John  Hancock    Speaker 

In  Council  Jan>'  12tb  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sec" 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  p.  62. 

Simultaneously  with  the  introduction  of  the  foregoing  resolve,  in  the  House,  the  hill  of 
this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  Council.  The  original  l)ill  has  not  been  found, 
and  therefore  the  object  of  a  conference  upon  it,  proposed  and  held  on  the  12th,  h;is  not 
been  ascertained.  On  the  13th,  the  House  proposed  an  amendment,  "to  make  the  l)ottom 
of  the  note  of  the  treasurer,  to  correspond  with  the  title  of  the  act,"  and  upon  a  message  to 
the  Council,  for  that  purpose,  Samuel  Adams  was  sent  down  with  a  message,  from  the 
Council,  agreeing  thereto,  and  proposing  to  strike  out  the  word  "  last,"  after  "  Fel)ruary," 
in  the  title,  and  to  insert  "one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine."  The  bill  was 
still  further  amended,  upon  a  message  from  the  House,  proposing  to  substitute  words,  and 
the  prefix  A.  D.,  for  the  figures  "  1779,"  to  which  the  Council  agreed ;  and,  thereupon, 
the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 
"  Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  following  proceedings  *  took  place :  — 

"  Jan.  13,  1780.    In  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Council  be  &  hereby  is  requested  to  sign  a  fair  Copy 
of  the  following  Letter  &  transmit  the  same  with  Copies  of  the  Papers  therein  refcrrd  to, 
to  the  President  of  the  Honb'.e  Congress  inclosed  in  the  Letter  to  the  Delegates  open,  in 
their  Letter  In  Council  Read  &  Concurred 


•  Printed  resolves  of  the  Deoomber  session,  chapter  CXXIII.  The  rough  draught,  of  the  letter 
to  the  president  of  Congress,  and  the  original  resolve  are  in  the  state  archives,  vol.  202,  p.  24.  The 
resolve  followed  the  letter  which  was  referred  to,  as  "foregoing"  both  iu  the  original  and  the 
printed  resolve. 
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Letter  to  the  Honbie  President  of  the  Congress  — 

Boston  Jany.  13'h  1780. 

Sir,  The  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  compliance  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  Honorable  Congress  to  raise  the  quota  of  troops  assigned  to  them  in  such  wav  as 
should  appear  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest,  have  pursued  such  measures  as  ihcy 
tliought  most  consistent  with  the  ideas  of  Congress,  and  as  they  have  found  necessary  to 
effect  this  important  purpose.  When  this  State  first  raised  their  quota  of  Men  for  the 
Continental  Army,  such  was  the  appearance  of  a  great  depreciation  of  our  Currency,  & 
such  the  discouragements  consequent  upon  it,  that  in  order  to  effect  a  speedy  inlistment 
of  our  quota  of  the  Army  we  were  obliged  by  a  principle  of  Justice  to  engage  to  the  OfH- 
ccrs  and  Soldiers  that  the  prices  of  all  articles,  as  regulated  by  an  Act  to  prevent  Monop- 
oly and  Oppression,  should  be  adhered  to  as  the  Standard  of  the  value  of  their  pay.  In 
pursuance  of  this  engagement,  this  State  finding  that  regulation  of  prices  could  not  be 
supported,  pas'^ed  the  Resolve  of  February  Q>^  last,  herewith  inclosed  in  order  that  our 
Soldiers  might  be  assured  that  there  should  be  no  failure  of  a  just  settlement  and  pay- 
ments at  the  end  of  the  War,  agreeable  to  the  true  value  of  their  first  engagement.  Upon 
the  late  requisition  of  your  Honb'e  Body  to  reinlist  the  fifteen  Battalions  assigned  to  this 
State  as  their  quota,  we  found  it  further  necessary  to  settle  and  pay  the  ballances  due  to 
them  at  the  rate  of  depreciation,  up  to  the  first  day  of  January  current,  without  which 
there  was  no  prospect  of  success  in  rcinlisting  the  Army.  This  rate  of  depreciation  has 
been  agreed  upon  by  a  Committee  of  the  Army  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  has 
been  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  and  an  Act  has  passed  to 
carry  the  same  into  execution,  and  pay  the  ballances  due  to  the  respective  Sol- 
diers, which  schedule  of  depreciation  and  the  said  Act  respecting  the  same  we 
send  inclosed.  We  trust  this  measure  Is  agreeable  to  the  ideas  of  Congress  in  their 
I  ecommendation  of  Aug"f  17'J>  last  —  and  we"  have  the  rather  adopted  it,  as  \vc  conceive 
it  to  "le  the  best  rule  of  Justice  &  compensation  between  all  parties.  In  order  to  carry 
this  proposed  settlement  into  execution,  we  are  obliged  to  apply  to  your  Honh'e  Body  for 
information  of  all  supplies  and  provisions  of  any  kind,  which  "they  have  made,  and  arti- 
cles of  every  kind  which  they  intend  to  be  charged  to  the  Oflicers  &  Soldiers  of  the  Army, 
upon  their  pay  being  made  good  to  them,  according  to  the  rate  of  depreciation. —  We 
wish  to  be  informed  among  other  things,  whetherthe  half  pay  for  Seven  Years  after  the 
War  granted  to  the  OflQcers,  as  also  the  increased  subsistance  money,  the  Cloathing  fur- 
nished the  Officers  by  the  Clothicr-Gcncral  at  a  reduced  price,  and"  the  increased  pay  of 
the  Officers,  arc  of  this  kind,  We  apprehend  the  General  Service  will  be  greatly  pro- 
moted by  receiving  all  necessary  informations  on  the  above  subjects  as  soon  as  may  be, 
as  no  settlement  can  take  place  without  it. — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Resolved,  that  the  President  of  the  Council  be  and 
he  is  hereby  requested  to  sign  a  fair  Copy  of  the  following  Letter  and  transmit  the  same 
together  with  the  Letter  to  the  President  of  Congress  unsealed,  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
State  at  Congress  —  In  Council  Read  atid  Concurred 

Letter  to  the  Delegates  representinir  this  Stjjte  in  C'^ngress  — 
Gentlemen, 

Herewith  you  have  an  Address  to  the  'lonorable  Congress,  respecrmg  me  measures  we 
have  taken  to  '^ettle  with  and  reinlist  the  quota  of  the  Continental  Army  raised  by  this  State. 
As  this  is  a  Matter  of  very  great  and  piessing  importance  to  us,  you  will  therefore  give  a 
close  attention  to  it,  and  use  your  endeavours  that  we  have  speedy,  explicit  and  satisfac- 
tory answers  to  the  same.  It  is  the  expectation  of  this  State  that  all  those  expences 
(being  in  their  nature  only  a  fulfilment  of  the  original  engagement  of  Congress  to  their 
Army,  to  pay  them  a  certain  sum  as  Wages)  will  be  chargexl  by  Congress  to  the  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  credit  of  this  State. —  We  therefore  desire  you  will  inform  us 
whether  this  matter  has  been  settled  or  considered,  and  what  your  apprehensions  ot  this 
matter  arc,  as  soo-i  as  may  be." —  Council  Records,  vol.  XL.,  p.  258. 

While  this  progress  was  making  in  the  work  of  recriliting,  and  providing  the  necessary 
money  therefor,  a  committee  on  clothing  for  the  army,  had  reported  resolves,  from  tmie 
to  time;  and,  on  the  first  of  December,  a  letter  from  General  Glover,  dated  at  Peekskill, 
Nov  25,  l'^79,  was  read,  in  the  House,  and  referred  to  this  Committee,  in  which  he  repre- 
sented that  many  of  the  men  in  his  brigade  were  destitute  of  shoes,  stockings,  &c.,  and 
"that  no  provision  more  than  the  first  establishment,  had  been  made  for  the  general 
officers  belonging  to  this  state."  Upon  the  report  of  this  coiumittee,  resolves*  were 
passed,  December  3d,  directing  the  Board  of  War,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  cause  to 
be  paelied,  in  suitable  casks,  all  the  blankets,  shoes,  stockings  and  shirts  which  they  had 
received  from  the  towns,  and  immediately  to  deliver  them  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
purchase  stores  for  the  army ;  who,  in  turn,  were  to  forward  the  same,  together  with  other 
clothing,  to  Mr.  Samuel  Ruggles,  "  state  clothier,"  in  the  army,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to 
the  Massachusetts  troops,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  commander-in-chief,  or,  failing 
such  direction,  according  to  his  own  judgment,  so  as  best  to  promote  the  comfort  of  the 
soldiers. 

Another  of  these  resolves  directed  the  Board  of  War  to  supply  each  major-general  and 
brigadier-general,  of  the  Massachusetts  quota,  upon  application,  with  a  suit  of  clothes 
suitable  to  the  officer's  rank;  also  six  shirts  and  stocks,  six  pairs  of  stockings,  three  pairs 
of  shoes,  one  pair  of  boots,  and  a  hat;  to  be  charged  to  them,  respectively. 

A  third  resolve  directed  the  committee  appointed  to  adjust  soldiers  accounts,  to  settle 
and  adjust,  in  like  manner  as  with  the  accounts  of  the  privates,  the  accounts  of  such  gen- 
•  val  officers,  belonging  to  the  state  quota,  as  should  apply  therefor;  and  directed  the 
treasurer  to  pay  the  balances  found  due  on  such  settlement,  in  the  same  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  directed  to  pay  other  officers  in  the  army. 

*  I'riiitud  resolvob  of  the  Xovembor  eession,  chapter  CXXV. 
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A  copy  of  these  resolves  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  each  of  the  general  oiBcers  of  this 
state,  in  the  army 

The  resolve  of  November  ,25th,  above  referred  to,  had  required  any  collector  or  con- 
stable to  exchange  current  money  in  his  hands,  belonging  to  the  state,  for  any  of  the  notes 
or  securities  given  to  the  soldiers,  in  payment  under  that  resolve ;  (which  were  to  bu  taken 
by  the  treasurer,  as  taxes,  for  their  value,  and  interest  thereon  computed  to  the  time  of 
exchange);  but  it  having  been  found  that  by  the  operation  of  ■  -is  resolve  the  whole  of  the 
monev  to  be  raised  bv  the  two  preceding  tax  acts,  would  be  taken  up,  and  that  the  treas- 
urer would  thus  be  prevented  from  paying  over  the  state's  proportion  of  the  Continental 
tax,  this  part  of  the  resolve  was  repealed  *  on  the  Oth  of  December. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  a  resolve  f  was  passed  directing  the  committee  on  accounts  to 
make  up  a  roll  of  the  sums  found  due  to  each  town  and  plantation  in  the  state,  under  the 
resolves  of  June  8th,  and  October  8th,  including  compensation  of  selectmen  and  committees, 
for  their  services,  in  order  that  the  same  might  be  paid  agreeably  to  directions  in  the  last 
tax  act. 

The  committee  for  settling  the  soldiers'  accounts  having,. on  the  3d  of  December,  sub- 
mitted to  the  General  Court  five  questions  as  to  the  course  they  should  pursue  in  the 
cases  therein  stated,  the  subject  was  considered  at  various  times  during  the  ensuing  six 
weeks,  and  finally  the  following  resolve  +  was  perfected  (after  sundry  amendments  and 
one  conference)  and  passed,  on  the  fourteenth  of  January  :  — 
"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  — 

Resolved,  That  the  following  additional  instructions  be  given  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  settle  with  the  Army  viz  _  That  no  OfScer  is  to  be  made  good  in  more  than  one 
capacity,  and  that  those  Ofllccrs  &  Soldiers  who  shall  appear  to  be  Inhabitants  of  this 
State  aii;recable  to  the  method  prescribed  by  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  fifteenth  of 
March  last  ascertaining  the  State  to  which  certain  Officers  and  Soldiers  belong  who  are  in 
Hazens  and  Sherburnes  Regiments  are  to  be  included  in  the  Settlement  and  Reckoned  as 
part  of  this  States  quota  of  the  Continental  Army;  All  the  small  Stores  and  Cloathing 
which  have  been  supplied  the  Army  by  this  State,  to  be  taken  into  the  Account  for  the 
settlement  with  the  Army  in  such  manner  as  the  Committee  shall  think  just  and  equitable 
upon  exammmg  the  Commissaries  Accounts;  the  gratuity  money  raised  by  Lottery  and 
the  monies  advanced  to  the  Officers  shall  l)e  cliarged  to  the  respective  Accounts  of  the 
Officers  &  soldiers  on  the  day  they  received  it,  in  case  it  can  be  ascertained,  if  not  on  the 
day  their  several  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  were  dated;  &  in  case  any  doubts  and  diffl- 
cuitics  should  arise  in  the  minds  of  the  Committee  relative  to  the  beforementioned  set- 
tlement : 

Resolved,  That  iu  such  case  they  are  hereby  Directed  to  apply  to  the  Hon". .«  Council 
who  are  heiel)y  impowcred  and  requested  to  give  them  such  further  Instnicttions  as  they 
may  think  necessary—  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred 

Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."  — Zi«6?.,;j.  264. 

During  the  ensuing  recess  of  the  General  Court,  the  two  committees  who  were  engaged 
in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  army,  found  themselves  unable  to  agree  on  the  rule  of 
allowance  for  depreciation  of  the  currency.  The  committee  from  the  army,  according  to 
their  construction  of  the  engagement  of  the  General  Coi;,^,  in  the  resolves  of  Feb.  6,  1779, 
claimed  full  allowance  for  all  depreciation,  whatever;  including  the  fall  of  the  currency 
between  the  time  of  service  for  which  they  were  paid,  and  the  date  of  actual  payment; 
while  the  state  committee,  feeling  bound  by  the  diiection  of  the  General  Court  in  the 
above  resolve  of  Jan.  14th,  declined  to  accede  to  this  claim.  Accordingly,  the  former 
committee  made  a  formal  written  application  to  the  latter,  alleging  that  they  could  not 
understand  their  action  in  this  matter,  unless  some  resolve,  unknown  to  them,  had  been 
passed  by  the  Assembly,  for  a  part  settlement  of  the  soldiers'  accounts  (which  their  con- 
stituentshad  given  them  no  authority  to  agree  to),  and  asking  for  specific  inform;ifion  as 
to  the  final  determination  of  the  General  Court,  on  this  point,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
able,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  give  their  "  constituents  the  necessary  information,  that  they 
may  no  longer  labor  under  the  mistake  of  having  their  pay  made  good  by  this  state,  when 
no  such  thing  is  intended." 

This  letter,  which  was  dated  January  29th,  was,  by  oixlcr  of  the  state  committee,  im- 
mediately comniunicated  to  the  Council,  for  further  advice;  whereupon  the  Council 
passed  the  following  oi'dcr :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    Council  Chamber  Boston  Jany  29  1780 

Order'i  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  settle  with  the  Army  be  and  hereby  are  in- 
formed That  Their  Letter,  and  the  Letter  to  Them  from  the  Committee  of  the  army  have 
been  considered  by  This  Board,  and  as  The  same  Letters  relate  only  to  the  Question  we 
have  already  with  mature  Deliberation  advised  you  upon,  can  only  add  That  sould  the 
Gentlemen  on  the  Part  of  the  Army,  cause  a  Delay  of  Settlement  upon  the  Generous  Plan 
laid  by  the  General  Assembly  They  alone  must  hazzard  the  Consequences,  and  the  world 
will  Judge  of  the  Rectitude  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
in  Their  Endivours  to  do  Justice  to  Their  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army  — 

Attest  John  Aveky  D  Se>'."  —  Mens.  Archives,  vol.  M6,p.  133. 
•  On  the  22d  of  February,  the  state  committee  reported  to  the  Council  that  they,  and  the 
committee  from  the  army,  had  ''mutually"  agreed  to  all  articles  necessary  to  complete  a 
settlement  with  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  except  in  relation  to  the 
above  dispute  concerning  depreciation,  and  the  further  question  of  deducting  town  boun- 
ties; and  that  the  committee  from  the  army  refused  to  join  in  the  settlement  unless  these 
two  points  were  "  considered  in  their  favor."    The  committee',  therefore,  while  expressing 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  November  session,  chapter  CXLIV. 
t  Jbid.,  December  session,  chapter  XVI.  %  Ibid-,  chapter  CXXXIII. 
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their  "  dissent  from  "  the  army  committee,  "  on  this  subject,"  prayed  for  advice  and  di- 
rection "as  to  our  further  proceeding  in  the  settlement." 

The  Council  immediately  passed  an  order  recommending  the  state  committee  to  proceed 
with  the  settlement  "agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  theGeneral  Court,  and  the  advice 
given  liy  this  Board  January  29th,  last,  upon  the  subject  matter  of  this  representation." 

In  the  mean  time  the  Continental  Congress  had  passed  the  following  resolve  (in  replj 
to  the  questions  propounded,  by  order  of  the  General  Court,  in  the  letter  of  January  13th, 
from  (he  president  of  the  Council,  to  the  president  of  Congress)  settling  all  disputes  as  to 
ihe  deduction  of  all  public  bounties  except  such  as  had  been  granted  by  towns  :  — 

"  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  January 
13th  from  the  president  of  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be  informed,  in  an- 
swer to  his  letter  of  the  13th  of  January  last,  that  all  grants  and  allowances,  of  what  name 
or  nature  soever,  made  by  Congress  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  army,  in 
.'iddition  to  their  pay,  rations  or  bounties,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1777,  (except  for 
extra  services  or  cxpences  in  special  cases)  were  made  in'  consideration  of  the  enhanced 
prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  in  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency, 
and  ought  to  l)e  accordingly  considered  in  making  good  the  original  contract."  —  Journals 
of  Congress  :  Feb.  29,  1780. 

Soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court,  the  committee  from 
the  army  presented  a  memorial,  in  which  they  referred  to  their  remonstrance  of  January 
8th,  and  renewed  the  complaints  therein  made  concerning  the  two  matters  of  grievance 
which  had  been  finally  passed  upon  I)y  the  Council.  In  this  memorial,  in  addition  to  their 
former  arguments,  which  they  amplified  ingeniously  and  forcibly,  they  urged  that,  as 
several  reenlistments  had  been  made,  at  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  resolve  of  November 
2r)'li,  upon  the  strength  of  the  assurance  therein  given,  good  faith  required  that  the  resolve 
whi.-h  repealed  it  should  be  reconsidered. 

This  memorial  was  read,  March  ir)th,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Me«srs. 
Wales,  Choate  and  Baldwin,  of  the  House,  and  White  and  Cutts,  of  the  Council;  and,  on 
the  same  day,  a  resolve*  was  passed,  reciting,  in  the  preamble,  that  several  officers  of  the 
army  were  obliged  to  return  to  camp  immediately,  and  it  was  not  in  ilie  power  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  settle  with  the  army,  to  ascertain  the  precise  balance  of  their  accounts, 
at  present,  and  directing  the  committee  to  certify  to  the  Council,  for  all  officers  who  should 
appi}'  therefor,  one-half,  approximately,  of  the  balance  due  to  them  on  account  of  depre- 
ciation of  their  wages ;  which  they  further  ordered  to  be  paid,  in  two  notes,  upon  warrants 
drawn  upon  the  treasurer,  as  in  other  cases.  On  the  23d,  another  resolve  t  was  passed, 
making  the  certificate  of  the  committee  evidence  as  to  the  holder's  membership  of  this 
state's  quota  in  the  army,  as  well  as  of  the  particular  company,  regiment  or  corps,  to 
which  he  belonged,  and  of  the  term  for  which  he  enlisted. 

By  the  24th,  the  joint  committee,  to  whom,  on  the  15th,  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
the  committee  of  the  army,  made  their  report,  submitting  certain  resolves,  which,  with 
the  action  of  the  Assembly  thereon,  were  as  follows  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  to  whome  was  referred  tlie  Petition  of  Lieu'  Col°  David 
Colli)  and  other  Officers,  A  Committee  from  the  Massachu,--etts  Line  of  the  Army,  To- 
gether with  the  Memorial  of  Lieu'  Col"  John  Popkin  and  Other  Ofticcrs  who  are  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Army,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  Resolve. 

Sami-  Niles    c{p'r  Order 

On  the  Petition  of  Col"  David  Cobb  and  other  Officers,  A  Committee  from  the  Army, 
praying  that  the  Towns  bounties  and  hires  may  not  be  considered  in  the  present  Settle- 
ment of  the  depreciation  of  the  Currency  And  also  that  the  losses  Sustained  by  the  Army, 
from  the  delay  of  payment  of  the  wages  by  the  publicli  may  be  made  good. 

Resolved  That  the  Towns  Bountys  referred  to  in  the  petition  be  and  hereby  is  Con- 
sidered in  the  present  Settlement,  Agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Sixth  of  February 
1779. 

It  is  further  Resolved  That  as  a  large  Number  of  the  Depreciation  Notes  are  already 
Issued  to  both  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  Service  of  this  State,  and  the  Determination  of 
the  Matter  Sett  forth  in  the  petition,  att  present,  would  much  Embarrass  the  Committee 
Appointed  to  Settle  with  the  Army,  Therefore  that  a  Consideration  of  the  losses  mentioned 
in  the  petition  be  referred  to  a  future  Settlement  with  the  Army. 

Also  Resolved  That  the  Pay  master  Gen'  of  the  Army  be  Desired  to  Transmit!  an  Ex- 
act Return,  Setting  forth,  when  the  payments  were  made  to  the  Army  from  the  begin- 
.  ing  of  the  Year  1777  into  the  Secretarys  Office  of  this  State,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

In  Council  March  24'.  1780  Read  and  Not  Accepted  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners 
have  and  they  hereby  have  Liberty  to  withdraw  their  Petition — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  31  — 1780 

Read  &  nonconcurred  John  Hancock    Spk^ 

In  Council  March  31'.   1780    Read  &  Nonconcurred  &  the  Board  adhere  to  their  own 
Vote  Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery    D  Se?." — Mass. 

Archives,  vol.  186,  p.  59. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  a  resolve  %  was  passed  allowing  to  the  state  committee  for  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  soldiers,  £12  for  each  day's  service. 

On  the  first  of  May,  a  resolve  §  was  passed  in  answer  to  inquiries  for  advice  by  the 
same  committee,  directing  them  to  allow  £3  per  month,  and  no  more,  for  depreciation  of 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XI.         f  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LX. 
t  Printed  resolves  of  the  March  session,  chapter  CXXn.  §  Ibid.,  chapter  CCLIV. 
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wa.^cs  in.  settling  with  the  privates,  in  the  corps  of  artificers,  who  had  enlisted  for  three 
years  or  daring  the  war;  and  to  deduct  extra  pay:  and  further  directing  them  not  to 
grant  certificates,  for  balances,  to  discharged  or  supernumerary  ofHcers,  until  those  in 
actual  service,  and  applying  therefor,  had  received  theirs 

Still  another  resolve  *  was  passed,  on  the  third,  directing  the  treasurer  to  issue  hi-i  notes 
for  one-half  the  balance  found  due  to  ofBcers  dismissed  from  the  service,  in  the  same  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  been  already  authorized  to  proceed  with  regard  to  officers  remaining 
on  duty- 

On  the  fifth  of  May,  the  following  resolve,  f  extending  the  provision  of  section  seven  of 
the  act,  and  requiring  the  services  of  the  selectmen,  was  passed : — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  5'.ii  1780 

Resolved,  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  in  this  State  be  &  hereby  are  de- 
sired to  transmit  to  the  Agent  appointed  in  the  respective  County  to  which  said  Selectmen 
belong  the  monthly  Average  Prices  of  Beef,  Indian  Corn,  Sheeps  Wool,  &  Soal  Leather, 
since  the  first  Day  of  last  January,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  Day  of  August  next  includ- 
ing the  last  mentioned  Month  &  also  to  transmit  the  monthly  Average  Prices  of  the 
aforesaid  Articles  from  &  after  said  Month  of  August,  on  or  before  the  third  Tuesday  of 
February,  A  D  1781  including  the  Average  Prices  of  said  February  —  &  so  on  from  year  to 
year  for  Eight  years  to  transmit  the  Average  Prices  as  aforesaid  &  at  the  Times  i)c- 
foremcntioned —  In  Order  that  said  Agents  may  be  enabled  to  comply  with  An  Act  of 
the  general  Court,  directing  them  to  ascertain  the  monthly  Average  Prices  of  the  before- 
mentioned  Articles  for  the  Purpose  of  determining  the  Value  of  the  Securities  given  by 
this  State  to  continental  Officers  &  Soldiers  to  make  good  their  established  Pay  &  Wages 

Resolved,  that  a  sufficient  Number  of  the  aforesaid  Resolution  be  printed  to  enable  the 
agents  aforesaid  to  send  one  Copy  thereof  to  the  Selectmen  of  each  Town  in  the  County 
to  which  they  respectively  belong. — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    S\)k' 

In  Council  May  5'.  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se>' 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . — Ibid.,  vol.  228,  p.  15. 

In  the  first  session  of  the  next  Assembly,  in  order  to  prevent  further  delay  in  settling 
with  the  troops,  the  treasurer  was  eripowered,  by  resolve, J  to  employ  an  additional  force 
in  striking  off  notes.  On  the  19th  of  June,  another  resolve  §  was  passed,  directing  the 
committee  on  soldiers'  accounts,  to  complete  the  settlement  of  the  depreciation  of  the 
wages  of  officers,  in  the  service,  applying  for  a  settlement,  and  to  certify  to  the  Council 
the  balance  found  :  provided,  they  could  procure  accounts  of  clothing  to  Jan.  1,  1780 ;  leav- 
ing after-snpplies  to  be  settled  later. 

On  the  2/d,  the  last-mentioned  resolve  was  explained  by  another  resolve,  ||  which  pro- 
vided that  all  advance  for  clothing  to  officers  should  be  charged,  and  deducted  in  the 
next  settlement;  but  the  committee,  in  the  present  settlement,  were  to  deduct  each  offi- 
cer's proportion  of  small  stores,  "and  any  moieties  or  gratuities  they  have  received,  in 
money  or  notes,  from  this  state."  By  a  resolve  H  of  the  12th,  John  Deming,  Peter  Boyer 
and  Stephen  Oorham,  were  added  to  the  committee  for  settling  with  the  army;  and,  by 
another  resolve  ,  **on  the  2;jd,  they,  or  either  of  them,  were  directed  to  continue  with  the 
state  committee,  "  when  the  business  of  their  other  appointment  will  admit,  until  the  fur 
tbcr  order  of  the  General  Court." 

The  legisla'ive  proceedings  thus  far  considered,  relating  to  the  wages,  bounties,  and  ac- 
counts of  soldiers,  affected  only  the  rank  and  file  of  the  regular  line,  and  of  the  artillery 
and  cavalrv ;  but  did  not  embrace  the  members  of  the  suitf  attached  to  the  army. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  a  petition,  signed  by  Richard  Gridley  and  Scarboro'  Gridley, 
engineer  ami  assistant  engineer,  respectively,  John  Rice,  town-major  of  Boston,  Nathan- 
iel Barber,  jun.,  commissary  of  military  stores,  and  Andrew  Brown,  deputy  muster-master 
of  the  eastern  department,  representing  that  their  pay  and  subsistence  had  never  l)een 
augmented,  notwithstanding  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  and  that  during  their  time 
of  service  they  had  never  transacted  any  other  business  of  profit;  and  praying  for  the 
same  gratuities  and  moieties  as  had  been  given  or  promised  to  officers  in  the  line  upon 
the  same  establishment,  or  that  other  adequate  provision  might  be  made  for  them  —  was 
read  in  the  House,  and  referred  to  a  committee  which  seems  never  to  have  reported. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  Congress  resolved  that  the  direetor-^rencral,  and  his  deputies 
and  assistant  deputies,  the  physicians  and  surgeons-general  of  the  hospitals  and  army, 
senior  and  junior  surgeons,  the  apothecaries-general,  and  tlieu*  ajsi^tants,  the  hospital- 
chaplains,  regimental  surgeons  and  mates,  mates  of  the  military  hospitals,  commissaries 
and  assistant  commissaries,  paymasters,  and  stewards  of  the  hospital,  wlio  should  have 
been  in  the  service  for  one  year,  and  should  still  be  in  the  service,  sh<  uld  be  enti;led,  an- 
nually, to  draw  clothing  from  the  clothier-general's  stores,  "  in  the  same  manner,  and 
mider  the  same  regulation^,"  as  had  been  provided  by  the  resolve  of  Nov.  26,  1777,  for 
officers  of  the  line  By  another  resolve,  passed  at  the  same  time,  these  staff  officers  were 
declared  entitled  to  subsistence,  in  like  manner,  to  that  granted  by  the  resolve  of  August 
18th,  to  officers  of  the  line;  and  in  the  proportions  stated  in  a  tal)le  incorporated  in  the 
resolve,  in  which  the  monthly  payments  (which  were  to  begin  the  18th  of  the  previous 
August)  ranged  from  five  hundred,  to  one  hiuidred,  dollars,  according  to  rank.  A  third 
resolve  of  this  series  granted  to  all  mates  necessarily  employed  in  the  military  hospital, 
or  army,  the  same  subsistence  that  regimental  mates  received. 

The  suljject  of  granting  to  the  staff  the  same  benefits  that  the  line  had  received,  was 
again  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Chase, 

*  Printed  reaolves  of  the  March  session,  1779-80,  chapter  CCLVI.  t  Ibid.,  chapter  CCXCVIII. 

I  fhi/..  May  session,  1780,  chapter  LVI.  §  Ibid.,  chapter  LXXXI. 

11  /bid.,  chapter  UVII.  V  /bid.,  chapter  XL.  **  Ibid.,  chapter  CXXI 
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deputy  quartermaster-genenil,  in  whieli  he  declared  that  the  staff  in  his  department,  and 
under  his  direction,  had  aiwaj's  l)een  excluded  from  every  benefit  of  drawing,'  clothing 
from  the  puljlic  stores,  and  had  n"ver  Iieen  considered  in  the  gratuity  granted  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  line,  "though  laboring  under  every  difficulty,  and  more  aggravated  by  ex- 
penses on  several  accounts —their'pay  much  less,  and  their  subsistence" but  a  tentli  part 
so  much  ;  and  still,  to  increase  their  distress  (and  which  must  of  necessity  ol)lige  them  to 
relinquish  the  service,  and,  by  so  doing  leave  this  department  destitute,  which  must  I)c  at- 
tended with  the  worst  consequences),  the  town  [of  Boston]  have,  in  their  late  tax, 
assessed  them  for  both  poll  and  faculty ;  which  from  many  of  them  will  draw  the  greater 
part  of  their  pay."  The  mem  irial  concluded  with  a  prayer  that  the  officers  aforesaid  be 
admitted  to  the  "  same  advantage  as  has  been  granted  to  those  in  the  line,"  and  that  "  a 
law  may  be  passed  to  indemnify  the  staff  from  paying  taxes."  This  memorial  was  read 
and  committed,  December  22d,  and  on  the  first  of  January  was  "  referred  to  the  next 
session  " 

By  the  representation  of  Chase,  in  a  letter  to  the  Council,  dated  March  11th,  it  appears 
that  the  House  voted  to  place  the  staff,  in  th&  Massachusetts  contingent,  upon  the  same 
estal)lishment  as  the  line,  in  respect  to  the  particulars  pointed  out  in  his  memorial,  but 
that  this  vote  failed  through  the  nonconcurrence  of  the  Council.  He,  therefore,  in  this 
letter,  remonstrated  against  further  delay  in  doing  justice  to  those  for  whom  he  inter- 
ceded, in  order,  as  he  professed,  to  relieve  his  conscience  of"  the  guilt  of  concealing  facts, 
the  consequence  of  which  if  not  prevented  by  some  equitable  provision,  will  prove  ruin- 
ous to  the  army  dependent  upon  this  district."  He  declared  that  he  had,  with  difficulty, 
and  after  "  the  most  strenuous  arguments  to  convince  them  that  justice  "  would  "  finally  be 
done  to  them,"  prevailed  upon  part  of  the  staff  under  his  direction,  to  continue  in  service  until 
the  result  of  his  application  should  be  made  known;  and  represented  their  great  destitu- 
tion of  food  and  clothing  (with  which  the  line,  whose  expenses  were  less  than  one-third 
of  theirs,  were  supplied) ;  their  sacrifice  of  ease  and  comfort,  and  their  relinquishment  of 
"  the  flattering  prospects  of  emoluments  from  trade  and  private  business,"  and  the  intol- 
erable extremities  to  which  they  had  Ijeen  reduced  by  the  "immense  depreciation  of  the 
currency  "  and  "  the  enormous  burden  of  the  taxes." 

On  the  13th,  this  letter  was  read  in  the  Council,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the 
House,  where  it  was  referred  to  a  committee,  to  whom,  on  the  17th,  a  second  memorial 
from  Richard  Gridley  and  others  was  referred ;  the  committee,  at  the  same  time,  being 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two  members. 

This  last-named  memorial  was  dated  March  9,  1780,  and  was  presented  in  the  name  of 
those  who  sitrned  the  petition  of  September  20th,  with  the  further  signatures  of  Isaac 
Foster,  deputy  director-general;  Ebenezer  Hancock,  deputy  ijay master-general;  John 
Goocli,  deputy  commissary-general  of  forage;  Isaac  Peirce,  aid-de-camp  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Gates;  John  Hopkins,  deputy  commissary-general  of  prisoners,  and  Robert  Lamb, 
commissai-y  of  hides:  all  of  whom  signed  for  themselves,  their  assistants,  and  others  in 
their  respective  departments. 

After  referring  to  the  petition  of  September  20th,  and  to  their  inexpressible  mortifica- 
tion at  the  failure  of  the  Council  to  concur  with  the  resolve  of  the  House  passed  in  com- 
pliance therewith,  these  memorialists  declared  that  nothing  but  a  conviction  of  the  justice  of 
their  claims,  and  the  fullest  assurance  of  the  candor  of  the  two  houses  and  their  inten- 
tion to  distribute  equal  justice  through  all  branches  of  the  administration,  would  have  in- 
duced them  to  again  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Court  to  "  their  most  intolerable  suf- 
ferings, and  to  distresses  which  it  is  in  the  power  "  of  the  Legislature  only  to  remove. 

Then  followed  five  distinct  articles  of  grievance,  in  which  they  recapitulated  their  for- 
mer complaints,  and  insisted  that  the  discrimination  in  fiivor  of  officers  of  the  line  was 
unjust  to  the  staff,  who  had  risked  so  much,  and  of  whom  it  was  but  justice  to  them- 
Bclves  to  observe  that,  notwithstanding  their  opportunities  and  temptations,  their  poverty, 
and  the  distresses  of  their  families,  "  scarcely  an  instance  can  be  adduced  of  fraud  or 
neglect  in  the  staff  of  this  state."  The  memorialists  conclude  with  a  prayer  that,  as  "  con- 
sidering the  flagrant  injustice  of  their  being  made  the  only  sufferers  from  the  depreciation, 
in  the  whole  army ;  nay,  indeed,  they  may  say,  almost  in  the  whole  community,"  they 
doubted  not  that  the  Legislatui  would  •■  place  them  on  the  same  footing  with  the  officers 
of  the  line,  belonging  to  the  state." 

On  the  27th,  no  definitive  action  having  been  taken  on  the  former  memorials,  they  were 
reenforccd  liy  another,  from  the  medical  staff,  who  had  joined  in  the  last  memorial,  lint 
who  wished  to  state  some  additional  f^icts,  peculiar  to  their  condition,  in  aid  of  the  efforts 
of  their  brethren  in  other  departments.  They  called  attention  to  the  following  facts:— 
First,  that  when  the  first  blood  was  shed  at  Lexington  they  repaired  to  the  scene  of  action 
(some  of  them  relinquishing  lucrative  private  business),  to  attend  the  wounded;  that, 
without  commission  or  appointment,  they  joined  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  duties,  the  nature  and  extent  of  which  were  well  known  to  the  commander-in- 
chief,  and  to  some  members  of  the  General  Court  who,  at  that  time,  had  "stepped  forth, 
and  distinguished  themselves  in  places  of  importance."  The  memorialists  further  repre- 
sented that,  as  the  army  became  better  organized,  they  received  commissions,  first  from 
the  state,  and  subsequently  from  Congress, —  three  of  the  memorialists  acting  as  surgeons 
in  the  general  hospital,  and  one  in  the  state  regiment  of  artillery,  until  the  close  of  the 
second  campaign,  when  he  also  was  appointed  surgeon  in  the  hospital ;  second,  that  they 
had  filled  such  stations  as  had  been  assigned  to  them  in  the  army, —  sharing  all  the  vicis- 
situdes of  the  camp,  from  the  beginning  of  the  contest,  regardless  of  their  private  inter- 
ests; third,  that,  after  what  they  had  expended  for  a  lil)eral  education,  and  to  qiialif^y 
them  for  their  professional  duties,  it  was  "  as  repugnant  to  reason  and  equity,"  as  it  was 
"mortifying  and  injurious,"  that  they  should  be  rewarded  "with  less  pay  than  the 
private  soldier;"  fourth,  that,  "by  a  calculation  made  at  the  close  of  the  campaign 
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in  1778,  it  appeared  that  as  many  hospital  officers  had  died  of  contagious  diseases,  as 
were  killed  officers  of  the  line,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers;"  fifth,  that,  from  hard- 
ships peculiar  to  the  medical  staff,  many  of  the  officers  of  the  middle  department  were 
resigning  their  commissions ;  but  that  the  memorialists  did  not  wish,  by  remaining  in  the 
service,  "  to  be  driven,  in  poverty,  to  private  life,  unrewarded  for  services  "  in  which  their 
"  health  and  most  valuable  years  had  been  expended." 

The  memorial  clos  3d  with  an  earnest  appeal  against  the  rejection  of  their  requests  on 
the  ground  that  the  state  would  not  be  reimbursed  by  Congress,  and  the  query  whether 
it  is  most  consistent  with  equity  that  the  citizen  rendering  services  for  the  state  should 
lose  his  reward,  or  the  loss  be  endured  by  the  state  "  in  whose  defence  those  services 
were  performed?" — with  which  appeal,  and  the  declaration  that,  when  they  observed 
"  the  fortunes  amassed  by  others  "  while  the  memorialists  had  been  serving  the  public, 
they  thought  themselves  justly  entitled  to  a  compensation,  and  for  this  compensation, 
they  declared,  they  depended  "  solely  on  the  candor  of  the  Legislature  of  the  state  who 
gave  us  our  first  appointments,  and  to  whom  we  belong."  The  signers  of  this  memorial 
were  Isaac  Foster,  and  the  three  senior  physicians  and  surgeons,— John  Warren,  Samuel 
Adams,  junior,  and  William  Eustis. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  these  petitions  and  memorials  from  the  officers 
of  the  staff,  made  the  following  report :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  house  of  Representatives    March  27'j^  1780 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  petition  of  Col  Richard  Grid  ley  and  others 
Staff  Officers  in  this  State,  beg  leave  to  Report.  That,  after  Examining  the  Resolves  of 
Congress  and  maturely  considering  the  same,  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Officers  above  men- 
tioned, are  not  included,  as  part  of  this  State  quota  of  the  Fifteen  battalions,  raised  in  this 
State.  And  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  write  to  Congress  desiring  their  directions, 
respecting  the  subject  matter  of  the  petition  above  mentioned."—  Ibid  ,  vol.  226,  p.  458. 
—  which  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Page,  Singletary,  Fessen- 
den,  Reed,  and  Williams  of  Roxbury,  upon  whose  report  the  following  resolve  *  was 
passed :  — 

"  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.    In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  28f>i  1780  — 

Resolved  that  the  following  Letter  be  sign'd  by  the  President  of  the  ('ouncil  &  sent  to 
our  Delegates  at  Congress. 

Gentlemen,  In  consequence  of  the  Donations,  Gratuities  &  Emoluments  at  various  times 
granted  by  the  General  Court  to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers  which  constitute  this  State's 
Quota  of  the  Continental  Army,  reiterated  applications  from  the  Officers  in  almost  every 
Department  of  the  Staff  have  been  made  for  similar  favours,  but  as  it  was  doubtful  whether 
persons  serving  in  the  General  Staff  would  be  considered  as  forming  part  of  our  Quota  & 
the  State  be  credited  accordingly.  We  have  hitherto  considered  them  as  not  intitled  to  the 
benefits  which  the  Officers  &  Soldiers  in  the  Massachusetts  Line  derive  from  the  Resolves 
&  Acts  of  this  Government  made  purposely  for  their  advantage  — 

You  are  therefore,  Gentlemen,  hereby  directed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  take  the 
sense  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  &  should  they  think  proper  to  credit  this  State  for  the 
various  Officers  who  belong  to  it,  serving  in  the  different  Staff  Departments  you  will 
obtain  an  explicit  declaratory  Resolve  for  this  purpose:  should  Congress  think  otherwise, 
you  will  then  inform  the  General  Court  whether  Congress  mean  to  make  a  particular  pro- 
vision for  them  equivalent  to  what  has  been  made  by  this  State  for  the  Officers  &  Soldiers 
of  their  fifteen  Battallions  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  H! ancock    Spk"' 

In  Council  March  29'.  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Se>."  — 

Ibid.,  p.  435. 

The  following  resolve  f  was  subsequently  passed  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusets  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  7  1780  — 

Resolved  that  all  Aids  De  Camp,  Brigade  Majors  &  Chaplains  field  Commissarys  of 
Military  stores,  &  Engineers,  who  are  not  in  the  line,  &  belong  to,  &  are  reckoned  as  part 
of  this  States  quota  of  the  Continental  Army,  &  have  been  doing  duty  in  Camp,  &  are  not 
discharged,  are  entituled  to  have  the  depreciation  of  their  wages  made  good  to  them  ac- 
cording to  the  Rank  they  hold  in  the  Staff,  (and  no  other  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
officers  of  the  fifteen  Battalions  are  made  good,  agreable  to  the  Several  resolves  of  the 
General  Court  for  that  purpose,  And  the  Committee  appointed  by  S<J  Court  to  Settle  with 
the  Army,  ai'e  hereby  directed  to  make  them  up  accordingly 

Sent  up  for  ("oncurrence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  April  8'.  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sex 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council]. — Ibid.,  vol.  227,  p  87. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  Congress  passed  two  resolves ;  the  former,  declaring  that,  when 
furnished  with  the  proper  documents.  Congress  would  make  good  all  losses  by  deprecia- 
tion, "to  the  line  of  the  army,  and  the  independent  corps  thereof,"  —  putting  all  troops 
serving  in  the  army,  who  had  enlisted  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  upon  an  equal 
footing:  —  and  the  latter,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  three,  to  report 
a  proper  compensation  to  the  staff  of  the  army,  "in  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  the 
currency."  Two  days  later,  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts  laid  before  Congress  the 
instructions  communicated  to  them  in" the  letter  of  March  28th,  whereupon  these  instruc- 
tions were  referred  to  a  committee,  upon  whose  report  the  following  resolve  was  adopted, 
on  the  fifteenth :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  any  state  which  shall  furnish  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical 
staff  belonging  to  such  state  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  with  such  articles  of  cloath- 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XCIX.  t  Ibid.,  chapter  CXLVII. 
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ing  as  those  officers  are  respectively'  entitled  to  by  a  resolution  of  Con<5ress  of  tlie  20th  of 
November,  1779,  and  make  returns  thereof  to  the  cloathier  general,  shall  have  credit  for 
such  supplies  in  tneir  account  with  the  United  States."  —  Jb«/-rtrt/s  of  Conqress. 

The  resolves  of  Congress,  of  the  10th  and  15th  of  April,  were  both  forwarded  to  the 
president  of  the  Council,  with  the  following  letter :  — 

"  Philadelphia  April  ISt.i}  1780 

Sir  Before  we  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  March  19t]i*  by  Docter  Eustis 
Congress  had  taken  up  the  Subject  of  Compensation  for  the  Staff  Department  of  the  Army 
on  the  Ground  of  a  depreciated  Currency. 

The  inclosed  papers  will  discover  the  present  Stage  of  that  Business  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  in  Consequence  of  a  Commitment  of  your  Letter.  When  the  Committee 
to  whom  That  was  referred  shall  have  made  theLr  general  Report  we  shall  do  ourselves 
the  Honor  to  communicate  the  Result,  which  we  hope  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Honor- 
able Assembly.  We  are  with  great  Respect    Sir 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servants  E  Geruy. 

James  Lovell 

[S.  HOLTEN 

Honbie  President  of  the   Coimeil  Massachusetts  Bay,"— Afass. /4rcAJws,  to/.  202,  jo.  150. 

Chap.  30.  A  committee  of  the  House  was  appointed  September  11th,  "  to  devise  ways 
and  means  for  supplying  the  treasury."  On  the  16th,  this  committee  reported  that  a  sum 
be  raised  by  a  tax  upon  polls  and  estates,  and  recommended,  as  another  resource,  the  sale 
of  the  confiscated  estates  of  refugees. 

On  a  division  of  the  question  upon  the  adoption  of  the  recommendation  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  after  a  debate  thereon,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  24tb,  the  question  being 
put  on  the  tirst  proposition,  "  Whether  any  sum  to  be  agreed  upon,  be  laid  upon  the  polls 
and  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state,"  it  passed  in  the  negative,  by  a  vote  of  twenty- 
six  to  sixty-one;  and  the  vote  was  refused  a  reconsideration,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-two  to 
fifty-six.  The  remainder  of  the  report  had  been  accepted  on  the  17th,  and  a  committee 
was  then  appointed  "  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned."  This  re- 
solve is  more  particularly  referred  to  in  the  note  to  1778-79,  chapter  48,  p.  1055,  ante. 

Upon  the  failure  of  this  proposition  for  a  tax,  a  committee  of  seven  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers was  immediately  appointed,  "to  devise  some  means  of  supplying  the  treasury  with 
a  sum  adequate  to  the  demands  of  government." 

Nothing  further  in  regard  to  ordering  a  tax  was  done  this  session.  Before  the  Legis- 
lature again  assembled,  the  following  resolves  were  passed  by  Congress  :  — 

"  Rennlved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  sums  required  l)y  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
22d  November,  1777,  and  2d  .January  and  21st  May,  1779,  the  several  states  be  called  on 
to  raise,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  judge  expedient,  sufficient  sums  to  enable  them  to 
piy  into  the  continental  treasury  or  to  the  order  of  Congress,  on  the  first  day  of  February 
next,  and  on  the  tirst  day  of  each  succeeding  month,  until  the  first  day  of  October  next, 
inclusive,  their  respective  proportions  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  : 

That  all  sums  which  may  be  so  paid  by  any  of  the  states  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  shall  be  passed  to  their  respective  credits,  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  first  article 
of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November,  1777 : 

And  that  the  several  states  be  respectively  charged  with  the  annual  interest  of  six  per 
centum  on  all  deficiencies  in  the  payment  oif  the  several  quotas  which  have  been  or  may 
be  required  of  them." — Journals  of  CongresH :  Oct.  6,  1779. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  quotas  of  the  several  states  to  make  up  the  monthly  assessment  of 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  the  first  day  of  Fcln-uary  next,  and  the  first  day  of 
each  succeeding  month,  to  the  tirst  day  of  October  next,  inclusive,  be  as  follows  : 
New-Hampshire,  400000  dollars.       Pennsylvania,  2300000  dollars. 

Massachusetts  Bay        2300  000  do.  Delaware,  170000  do. 

Rhode-Island,  &c.  200000  do.  Maryland,  1580000  do. 

Connecticut,  1700000  do,  Virginia,  2500000  do. 

New-York,  750  000  do.  North-Carolina,         1000000  do. 

New-Jersey,  .         900000  do.  South-Carolina,         1200000  do.   15000000 

Georgia  being  invaded  is  hereafter  to  raise  its  proportion."  —  Ibid.:  Oct.  7,  1779. 

At  the  opening  of  the  third  session,  on  the  tenth  of  November,  the  Council,  in  their 
message  to  the  House,  called  attention  to  these  resolves  of  Congress,  in  the  following 
words :  — 

"  During  the  last  recess  of  the  General  Assembly  we  received  two  letters  from  the  hon- 
orable the  President  of  (Congress,  dated  the  25th  of  September  and  21st  of  October  last, 
covering  sundry  resolves  of  that  honorable  Body,  respecting  the  several  States  paying 
monthly,  for  nine  months,  from  the  first  day  of  next  Februanj,  their  respective  propor- 
tionable i:>;irt  of  Fifteen  millions  of  dollars." — House  Journal,  p.  2. 

The  commutee  to  whom  the  message  was  referred,  reported,  on  the  11th,  "That  it  is 
expedient  to  tax  the  polls  and  estates  of  the  good  people  of  this  state,  a  sum  equal  to  the 
last  tax;  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  state,  one-half  by  the  first  of  February,  next, 
and  the  other  half  by  the  first  of  April,  following."  On  the  IGth,  "  agreealily  to  the  order 
of  the  day,"  the  report  of  this  committee  was  considered,  and,  after  debate,  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  committee  was  adopted,  and  "  by  a  majority  of  forty-two  members  out  of  s^xty- 
five,"  it  was  voted  to  apportion  and  assess  a  tax  of  £2,800,000  to  be  paid  in  according  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee;  and  Messrs.  Ward,  Pope,  Cushing,  Gorhain  of 
Lunenburg,  and  Dunbar,  were  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  The  House, 
at  the  same  time,  refused  to  appoint  a  committee  to  revise  the  last  valuation,  and  report 

*Sic.:  29tb. 
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what  alterations  were  proper  to  be  made;  and,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-seven  to  thirty-five, 
rojeetcJa  motion  t  >  instruct  the  committee  on  the  tax  bill,  to  insert  a  claixse  providinsr  for 
the  reimbursement  ot  towns  which  should  thereafter  appear  to  be  overtaxed.  Still  an- 
other motion,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  "  to  devise  some  new  method  whereby 
a  true  valuation  may  be  obtained,"  was  voted  down. 

On  the  17th,  the  Ilonse  voted  that  the  pay  of  its  members,  "  for  the  two  last  sessions, 
be  inserted  in  the  tax  bill." 

On  the  18th,  a  committee  was  appointed  "  to  revise  the  several  resolves  laving  penalties 
on  towns  for  neglecting  to  raise  men,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done ;  "  and  on  the 
19th,  the  subject  of  inserting  in  the  tax  bill  "  the  sums  due  to  the  several  towns  for  sup- 
plying soldiers'  families  "  (upon  which  the  committee  on  the  tax  bill  had  asked  the 
House  for  direction),  was  referred  to  this  committee.  On  the  same  day,  the  report  of  tliis 
committee  was  read,  and  the  afternoon  was  assigned  for  its  consideration.  Another  com- 
mittee was  now  appointed  "  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  in  respect  to  fining 
towns  wherein  some  companies  have  raised  the  men  required,  and  others  have  not." 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  examine  the  resolves  was  taken  up  according  to  ap- 
pointment, and  adopted ;  and  the  following  resolve  *  was  thereupon  passed :  — 

''  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Nov^    19.  1779 

Whereas  in  &  by  a  Resolve  "of  this  State  passed  the  eighth  f  day  of  June  in  the  present 
year  for  raising  two  thousand  men  for  reinforcing  the  Continental  Army,  it  is  ordered 
that  each  Town  &  Plantation  should  severally  incur  such  Penalty  for  tlie  use  of  this 
State  as  the  General  Court  should  thereafter  determine  for  every  man  they  should  be  de-. 
ficient  in  their  respective  quotas,  agreeable  to  the  requirements  of  the  said  Resolve.  It  is 
therefore  Resolved  that  each  Town  &  Plantation  in  this  State  (except  those  in  the 
Counties  of  Cumberland  &  Lincoln)  shall  incur  forliet  &  pay  for  each  man  thev  were 
deficient  as  aforesaid  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds,  to  be  assessed  to  such  delinquent 
towns  &  plantations  in  the  next  state  Tax 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"' 

In  Council  Novr  19'.  1779        Read  &  Concurred  John  Avkry    D  SeO' 

Consented  to' —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  225,  p.  9. 

On  the  27th,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  recommit- 
ted ;  and  the  committee,  upon  which,  on  the  23d,  Major  Osgood  had  been  appointed,  was 
further  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  Capt.  Williams  of  Salem,  and  Capt.  Curtis.  On  the 
30th,  the  billwas  read  a  second  time,  and  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  report  again 
in  the  afternoon.  On  the  next  day,  the  committee  reported,  and  the  afternoon  was  as- 
signed for  further  consideration  of  the  bill ;  and  all  the  members  were  ordered  to  give  at- 
tendance "  until  the  same  be  completed."  The  poll-tax  was  now  fixed  at  ten  pounds,  by  a 
vote  of  fifty  to  twenty-nine.  The  debate  on  the  bill  continued  through  the  next  two  days, 
when  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  lie  engrossed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council 
for  concurrence.  In  the  Council,  on  the  third  of  December,  it  was  read  a  first  time;  and 
on  the  4th,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  concurrence.  On 
the  6th,  a  message  came  up  from  the  House,  proposing  the  insertion,  at  the  end  of  the 
first  section,  of  the  words,  "  the  following  sums  set  against  them,  respectively ;  "  which 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Council.  The  words  "that  is  to  say,"  which  follow  the  words  thus 
inserted,  seem  to  have  been  put  in  by  the  engrossing- clerk,  without  special  authority. 
On  the  7th,  the  hill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  in  both  branches,  and'was  signed  by  fifteen 
of  the  Council. 

By  the  following  resolve,t  this  act  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  distributed  :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  House  of  Representatives  December  3'i  1779 

Whereas  it  is  Highly  necessary  that  the  present  Tas.  l)ill  Should  be  printed  &  Sent  to 
the  Several  Towns  in  tliis  State  with  the  greatest  possible  Dispatch—  Therefore  llesolv'd 

That  M''  Thomas  Walley  be  &  he  hereby  is  appointed  to  procure  the  S^  Tax  bill  to  be 
printed  as  Soon  as  the  same  Shall  be  Compleated  and  Convey  them  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  State  who  is  hereby  Directed  &  Pi.equir'd  to  Send  them  immediately  to  the  Sherriffs 
of  the  several  Counties.  And  the  S'}  Sherriffs  are  required  to  Disperse  the  Same  to  all 
the  Towns  in  their  respective  Counties  with  the  greatest  Dispatch  And  to  lay  their  Accouts 
for  the  Service  before  the  Committee  of  Accounts  for  allowance  &  payment 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  Dec\  4t.i»  1779  Read  &  Concurred.  John  Avery    D  Sec^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .—  Ibid.,  p.  214. 

The  resolves  referred  to  in  tlie  table  of  apportionments,  over  the  four  columns  which 
appear  for  the  first  time  in  this  bill,  were  passed  for  the  raising  of  soldiers  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers,  and  for  reenforcing  the  Massachusetts  contingent  in  the  Continental  Army. 

The  resolve  of  June  12,  1778,  §  provided  for  calling  out  1,800  men,  to  repel  invasions 
"  from  the  northward  "  and  from  Rhode  Island.  They  were  enlisted  to  serve  until  Jan.  1, 
1779,  unless  sooner  discharged.  For  this  purpose,  the  brigadiers  or  commanding  officers  in 
the  following  counties,  were  to  detach  men  from  their  respective  brigades,  as  follows : 
Suffolk,  205;  Essex,  2G0;  Middlesex,  218;  Worcester,  257;  Hampshire,  199;  Berkshire, 
102;  Plymouth,  153;  Bristol,  134;  Barnstable,  78;  York,  90;  Cumberland,  excepting 
Falmouth,  58;  and  Lincoln,  51; — a  total  of  1,805  men,  who  were  to  be  formed  in  com- 
panies of  68  men  each,  *'  as  near  as  may  be,"  exclusive  of  commissioned  officers  All 
males  above  sixteen  years  of  age,  excepting  members  of  the  Council,  officers  of  Harvard 
College,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  grammar-school  masters,  Quakers,  Indians,  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  were  declared  liable  to  this  service.  Such  men  as  had  already  actually 
marched  from  Hampshire  and  Berkshire,  to  reenforce  the  northern  army,  were  to  be 
taken  as  part  of  the  quota  of  those  counties  under  this  resolve. 

*  Piinted  ropolves,  chapter  XXXIX.  f  Sic  :  uiiith. 

t  Printed  reaolves,  chapter  CXXXVl.  §  Ibid.,  May  session,  lllS,  chapter  LI. 
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Of  the  men  thus  raised,  those  from  Suffolk,  Essex,  Middlesex,  Worcester,  York, 
Cumberland  and  Lincohi,  together  with  100  men  from  the  soutliern  part  of  Hamp- 
shire County,  and  130  men  from  Plymouth  County,  were  to  be  immediately  marehed 
to  Providence,  to  fill  up  the  Massachusetts  battalions  under  Wade  and  Jacobs.  The 
remaintUr  of  the  men  raised  in  Hampshire  and  Berkshire,  were  to  immediately 
join  Genera!  Siark  at  Albany  "or  elsewhere,  as  he  shall  order."  The  men 
from  Barnstable  were  to  be  detailed  as  a  coast-guard,  in  that  county,  by  their  brig- 
adier, but  were  subject  to  be  called  into  service,  in  any  part  of  the  New-England 
states  that  the  General  Court,  or  the  ofQcer  commanding  at  Providence,  should  appoint. 
One  Company  from  Bristol  was  to  proceed  to  Dartmouth,  to  serve  under  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  militia  there,  until  further  orders  from  Providence;  while  the  remainder 
of  the  Bristol  and  Plymouth  men  were  to  act  as  a  coast-guard  (the  latter  to  be  stationed 
at  Rochester  and  Wareham),  until  ordered  to  duty  elsewhere.  The  resolves  promised 
that  tlic  Assembly  would  continue  its  inquiries  respecting  inequalities  in  the  proportion 
of  men  enlisted  from  the  several  towns  "  until  they  shallbe  able  to  have  the  most  ample 
justice  done  therein ; "  and  declared  that  those  towns  which  had  sent  into  service,  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  one  seventh  part  of  their  male  population  over  sixteen  years  of  age, 
had  just  cause  of  complaint  against  towns  which  had  contributed  a  smaller  proportion. 

The  resolves  of  June  8,  1779,  *  were  passed  to  carry  out  the  pledge  or,  rather,  the  rec- 
ommendauon,  of  the  convention  held  at  Springfield,  July  30,  1777,  t  to  raise  and  equip  a 
number  of  men  "  to  guard  the  shores  round  Rhode  Island,"  ''  so  long  as  the  enemy  kept 
in  force  there." 

riie  attention  of  the  Legislature  was  directed  to  this  duty  by  the  following  resolve  of 
Congress,  p.issed  upon  the  application  of  Governor  Greene  of  Rhode  Island,  in  his  letter 
dated  the  26th  of  Ap;  il :  — 

"  Replied,  That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the  states  of  New- 
Hanipshiie,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  Connecticut,  to  furnish  and  keep  up  constantly  in 
the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  their  several  quotas  of  troops  as 
adjusted  by  the  resolution  of  a  committee  from  the  said  states  and  the  state  of  New- York, 
which  met  at  Sprinufield  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay  the  30th  day  of  July,  1777."  — 
Journals  of  Coiiflixss :  May  7,  1779. 

This  resolve  of  Congress  was  I'cferred  to  a  joint  committee  of  the  Legislature  who  re- 
ported, in  Council,  that  another  regiment  be  raised  in  this  state,  to  do  duty  in  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  to  complete  the  quota  assigned  to  this  state  by 
the  comniiitee  assembled  at  Springfield  on  the  30th  of  July,  1777.  This  report  was  read 
May  2Sth,  and  ordered  to  lie.  The  subject  next  came  up  in  the  resolves  of  June  8th,  by 
which  800  men,  including  non-commissioned  officers,  in  addition  to  those  ordered  to  be 
raised  to  recnforce  Colonel  Jacobs's  command,  were  to  be  enlisted  to  serve  until  Jan.  1, 
1780,  unless  sooner  discharged.  They  were  to  be  detached  by  the  brigadiers  or  command- 
ing officers  in  the  s  ime  manner  as  directed  in  the  resolve  of  June  12,  1778,  and  the  same 
classes  of  persons  were  made  liable  to  service,  with  the  addition  of  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, who  were  not  exempted  as  in  the  former  resolve.  The  men  were  to  be  formed  into 
eight  companies,  which  were  t)  constitute  a  regiment,  the  field  officers  of  which  were  to 
be  appointed  from  the  militia,  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council.  The  number  of  men  in 
the  company  from  Suffolk,  was  95;  from  Essex,  119;  from  Middlesex,  100;  from  Worces- 
ter, 121;  from  Hampshire,  102;  from  Plymouth,  74;  from  Barnstable,  38 ;  (who  with  the 
69  men  from  Biistol  were  united  in  one'company) ;  from  York  45,  —  who  were  united  in 
one  company  with  the  34  men  from  Cumberland.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to  march, 
immediately,  to  Providence,  and  there,  to  be  under  the  Continental  officer  in  command  of 
that  department. 

1  he  resolves  of  June  9, 1779,t  were  passed  for  filling  up  the  fifteen  battalions  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts contingent  in  the  Continental  Army  agreeably  to  the  following  resolves  of 
Congress :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  infantry  of  these  United  States  for  the  next  campaign  be  com- 
posed of  eighty  battalions,  viz. 

3  of  New-Hampshire,  11  of  Pennsylvania, 

15  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  1  of  Delaware, 

2  of  Rhode- Island  and  8  of  Maryland, 
Providence  Plantations,                            11  of  Virginia, 

8  of  Connecticut,  6  of  North-Carolina, 

5  of  New-York,  6  of  South-Carolina, 

3  of  New- Jersey,  1  of  Georgia. 

That  each  of  the  said  battalions  consist  of  the  number  of  commissioned  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  established  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  27th  day 
of  May  last.  . 

Whereas  Congress  by  an  act  of  January  23d  last,  did  among  other  things  authorise  the 
ccmimander  in  chief  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  to  inlist  for  the  continuance  of 
the  war  new  recruits  in  the  United  States,  to  compleat  the  battalions  to  their  proper  com- 
plement ;  and  for  this  purpose  to  grant  to  each  new  recruit  who  should  inlist  in  any  of  the 
continental  battalions  during  the  war,  such  a  bounty  as  the  commander  in  chief  should 
think  fit,  but  not  to  exceed  two  hundred  dollars;  and  it  being  apprehended  that  the  said 
provision  will  not  answer  the  good  purposes  thereby  intended: 

Resolced,  That  the  above  i-ecited  clause  of  the  said  act  of  Congress  1)e  repealled ;  and 
that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  make  up  and  compleat  their  re- 
spective battalions  to  their  full  complement  by  drafts,  or  in  any  other  manner  they  shall 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  sassion,  chapter  LXVT.      f  See  note  to  1777-78,  chap.  6,  p.  811,  ante. 
JPrinlid  retiolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  LXX.,  in  which  the  date  is  erroneously  given  us 
the  eighth  of  June. 


1298  Province  Laws.  — 1779-80.  [Notes.] 

[revolutionary  period  —  "STATE."] 

think  proper;  and  that  they  have  their  quotas  of  deficiencies  ready  to  take  the  field  and 
to  march  to  such  place  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct  without  delay  : 

That  a  bounty  of  two  hundred  dollars  out  of  the  continental  treasury  shall  be  granted 
to  each  recruit,  who,  after  the  23d  day  of  January  last,  hath  inlisted  or  shall  inlist  during 
the  war;  or  in  case  the  state  shall  have  granted  as  great  or  greater  bounty,  the  said  two 
hundred  dollars  for  every  such  recruit  shall  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  state  respectively 
for  whose  quota  he  shall  be  raised."  —  Ibid.,  Mar.  9,  1779. 

For  this  purpose,  2,000  men  were  ordered  to  be  raised  "  by  draft,  lot,  or  voluntary  en- 
listment,"according  to  a  schedule  annexed  to  the  resolves,  to  serve  for  nine  months  (unless 
sooner  discharged)  "  from  the  time  they  shall  respectively  appear  at  Springfield,  or  such 
other  place  as  the  commander-in-chief  shall  direct  the  place  of  their  rendezvous." 

The  brigadier  or  commanding  otiicer  of  each  brigade  was  required  to  immediately  order 
the  colonel  or  commanding  offlcer  of  each  regiment  in  his  brigade,  respectively,  to  cause 
the  several  companies  under  his  command,  to  be  forthwith  called  together,  "  and  a  num- 
ber of  men,  equal  to  the  number,  iissigned  to  each  town  and  plantation  in  "  each  respective 
brigade,  in  the  aforesaid  schedule,  to  be  immediately  raised.  The  drafts  for  this  purpose 
were  to  be  made  from  the  train-bands  and  alarm  lists,  the  returns  whereof,  from  the  towns 
and  plantations  in  the  several  counties,  were  to  be  made  into  the  secretary's  office  on  or 
before  the  following  dates,  respectively  :  SuiTolk,  Essex,  Middlesex,  Plymouth  and  Bristol 
counties,  July  2d;  Barnstable,  Worcester,  Hampshire  and  York  counties,  July  7th; 
Cumberland  and  Berkshire  counties,  July  I'ith;  and  Lincoln  County,  July  17th. 

The  men  so  raised  were  to  be  "upon  the  Continental  establishment,"  including,  of 
course,  the  bounties,  pay,  etc.,  voted  by  Congress;  and  particular  provisions  were,  made 
for  registering  them,  and  for  turning  them  over  to  the  officers  appointed  to  receive  them 
into  the  army. 

For  neglect  of  duty  in  respect  to  the  draft,  by  military  and  town  officers,  and  by  com- 
mittees of  safety,  penalties  were  fixed  by  these  resolves  of  the  ninth  of  June.  I3esides 
thestt,  it  was  resolved  that  all  towns  and  plantations  failing  to  till  their  quotas  by  a  speci- 
fied time,  "  shall  severally  incur  such  penalty  as  the  General  Court  shall  hereafter  deter- 
mine, for  the  use  of  this  state,  for  every  man  they  shall  be  deficient,  as  aforesaid,  which 
sum  shall  be  added  to  the  next  state  tax  of  such  town  or  plantation;"  while  £120  was 
ordered  to  be  abated  in  the  next  state  tax,  to  every  town,  for  each  man  furnished  by  it 
under  the  present  call.  By  the  same  resolves,  also,  there  was  ordered  to  be  added  to  the 
tax  of  any  town,  deficient,  on  the  last  day  of  July,  in  its  quota  (to  the  Continental  Army) 
of  one  seventh  part  of  its  male  inhabitants  enlisted  to  serve  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war,  a  fine  of  £^550,  for  every  man  in  which  it  should  be  so  deficient;  and  an  equitable 
allowance  was  ordered  to  be  deducted  from  this  fine  for  men  furnished  for  less  than  three 
years,  in  the  town's  quota;  and,  if  the  deficiency  in  three-years'  men  should  be  made 
good  before  July  31st,  such  towns  were  to  be  paid  the  amount  of  this  allowance. 

The  resolves  of  June  12,  1778,  and  June  8,  1779,  imposed  no  fine  on  the  towns,  but  gave 
the  selectmen  and  assessors  of  the  several  towns,  authority  to  assess  a  tax,  upon  polls  and 
estates  in  their  respective  towns,  for  the  amount  of  the  bounties  and  mileage  which,  by 
those  resolves,  were  authorized  to  be  paid  out  of  the  town  treasuries,  and  for  which  a  de- 
duction was  to  be  made  from  the  next  state  tax  levied  on  the  towns. 

Before  the  passage  of  the  resolves  of  June  8, 1779,  the  following  resolve  *  was  passed  :  — 

MSfachtletts  Bay  (  ^"^  ^"^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  Representatives  May  3d  _  1779 
Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  militia  officers  Select-men  and  Committees  of 
Safety  &c.of  the  several  Towns  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  have  Neglected  or  refused  to 
comply  with  the  Resolves  of  this  Court  requiring  them  to  make  returns  of  the  men  they 
have  inlisted  as  their  quotas  of  the  Continental  Army  notwithstanding  the  repeated  requi- 
sitions of  this  Court  for  that  purpose 

Therefore, —  Resolved  thatif  any  of  the  militia  officers  or  Select!  of  any  town  orComt££9 
of  Corrispondance  &c  of  any  plantation  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  (or  any  other  Town  in 
any  other  County  in  this  State)  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  proper  returns  of  the 
names  and  number  of  men  inlisted  as  aforesaid  agreeable  to  the  requirement  of  the  Re- 
solves of  this  Court  —  relative  thereunto  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  Day  of  June  next  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  and  have  the  same  added  to  their  town  in  their 
next  State  Tax  accordingly,  and  the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds  montlily  during  the  continu- 
ance of  such  neglect  or  refusal  and  have  it  added  in  the  same  manner  to  then-  next  State 
Tax 

and  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Secretary  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  forthwith  to 
furnish  the  Brigadier  of  the  County  of  Lincoln  with  a  Sufflcint  number  of  Copies  of  this 
Resolve  and  the  Resolves  to  which  it  Relates  who  is  directed  to  Convey'  them  as  Soon  as 
may  be  to  the  Selecl"  or  Comissioned  officers  of  the  several  towns  in  s<^  County,  and  that 
the  Secritary  be  Directed  to  send  a  Copy  to  the  Commanding  officer  or  Selec^>  of  any  other 
Town  that  may  be  Deficiant  in  their  returns 

and  it  is  further  Resolved:  That  the  Committeesf  appointed  for  Settling  Disputes  be- 
tween the  Towns  in  the  several  Counties  Respecting  their  Quotas  of  Men  in  the  Continan- 
tal  army  be  and  they  are  hereby  Directed  to  Meet  at  the  State  House  in  Boston  on  the 
Eighteenth  Day  of  June  Next  then  &  their  to  Proceed  on  the  Business  for  which  they 
ware  appointed  by  the  Resolve  of  the  17"^  of  June  Last  and  Make  Return  of  their  Doings 
into  the  Secretarys  office  on  or  before  the  Tenth  Day  of  July  Next 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  _         John  Pickering    Spk 

In  Council  May  3d  1779  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Seo" 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .—  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  222,  p.  2S7. 

•Printed  resolves  of  the  April  seBsion,  chapter  CXXXI. 
■f  "  Committee,"  in  the  printed  resolve. 
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The  penalty  wbicli,  by  the  resolves  of  June  9th,  was  left  to  be  fixed  by  the  Legislature 
at  a  future  day,  was  settled  by  the  resolve  of  November  19th,  already  given  in  full. 

Pending  the"  passage  of  this  act,  various  resolves,  votes  and  orders  were  passed  by  the 
House,  fixing  the  sum  to  be  assessed  upon  certain  towns,  and  exempting  other  towns 
from  the  payment  of  fines.  Thus,  upon  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  November 
25th,  it  was  resolved,  on  the  27th,  "That  the  sum  of  £1,081  2s.  2d.  be  set  upon  Chester- 
field Gore,"  as  their  proportion  of  the  state  tax.  On  the  29th,  "  in  consideration  of  the 
embarrassments  the  town  of  Boston  were  under,  by  the  impress  of  men  for  the  Penobscot 
expedition,"  it  was  voted,  that  "  they  be  excused  from  the  fine  to  which  they  are  liable, 
for  a  deficiency  of  five  men  in  their  proportion  of  those  ordered  to  be  raised  by  a  resolve 
of  the  8th  June,  last."  The  same  day,  on  the  petition  of  Edward  Davis,  for  the  town  of 
Oxford,  the  committee  on  the  tax  bill  were  ordered  to  suspend  inserting  a  fine  on  that 
town,  for  a  deficiency  of  nine  men  which  they  were  ordered  to  raise;  and  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  next  session. 

On  the  first  of  December,  on  objection  made  by  the  members  of  the  House,  from  the 
following  towns,  to  the  fines  laid  on  their  respective  towns,  a  minute  thereof  was  ordered 
to  be  made:  Chelsea,  Ipswich,  Beverly,  Cambridge,  Newton,  Medford,  Shirley,  New 
Braiatrec,  Northborough,  Bolton,  Framingham,  Foxborough  and  Mendon.  Of  these 
thirteen  towns,  Cambridge,  only,  was  exempted  from  a  f^ne  in  the  act,  although  seven 
others  of  these  towns  were  relieved  by  subsequent  resolves.  The  insertion  of  a  fine  of 
£600  upon  Lancaster,  and  another  of  £300  upon  Oxford,  were  ordered  to  be  suspended, 
on  the  same  day.  On  the  20tb,  Messrs.  Brown  of  Framingham,  Whitney,  Perry,  Page 
and  Singletary  were  appointed  "  a  standing  committee,  to  consider  any  applications  that 
may  be  made  by  towns,  for  relief  respecting  fines  laid  on  them  in  the  last  tax  act." 
After  the  passage  of  the  act,  fines  were  remitted  by  resolve,  m  the  following  instances :  — 
Upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Thaxter,  representing  that,  as  agent  of  the  town  of  Hingham, 
he  preferred  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  on  the  thirtj^-first  of  December  1779,  and 
that,  on  the  next  day,  he  appeared  and  convinced  the  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, that  the  town  had  done  its  duty ;  and  stating  that  he  had  received  from  the  commit- 
tee the  promise  of  a  favorable  i-eport ;  and  that,  upon  his  representation  thereof  to  the  town, 
the  assessors  had  proceeded  to  assess  the  tax  without  the  fine ;  but  that  it  appeared  that 
the  said  committee  never  reported  to  the  House;  and  the  chairman  had  returned  his  peti- 
tion to  him;  and  concluding  with  a  prayer  to  be  heard  on  the  petition, —  the  following 
resolve  *  was  passed :  — 

"  State  of  Mass«3  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  18  1780  — 
Whereas  the  Town  of  Hingham  were  fined  the  sum  of  Nine  Thousand  Pounds  for  not 
furnishing  Fifteen  men  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army  fur  the  Term  of  Nme  Months  in 
the  year  1779  agreable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court.  And  whereas  it  is  now  made 
to  appear  that  the  Town  did  in  the  year  1778,  furnish  Fifteen  men  to  serve  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army  for  Three  Years  which  are  not  reckoned  as  any  Part  of  their  Quota  of  the 
seventh  Part.       Therefore  — 

Resolved  That  the  Fine  of  Nine  Thousand  Pounds  laid  upon  the  Town  of  Hingham  in 
the  last  Tax-Act  be  remitted 

And  it  is  further  resolved,  that,  as  the  Town  of  Hingham  did  not  in  the  Year  1779  bear 
any  Proportion  of  the  waste  of  the  Army,  that  s''  Town  is  not  entituled  to  the  Bounties 
granted  to  the  Nine  Months  men  in  the  Year  1779 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"" 

In  Council  March  18'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sey 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. — Ibid.,  vol.  226,;?.  247. 
Upon  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  New  Braintree,  representing  that  under  the  order  t 
of  the  Assembly,  of  May  1,  1779,  said  town  was  required  to  raise  five  men  to  fill  up  the 
Massachusetts  quota  in  the  Continental  Army ;  and  that  Ebenezer  Parkman  and  Thomas 
Parkman,  of  that  town,  voluntarily  enlisted,  so  that  there  remained  but  three  men  to  be 
raised  by  draft,  which  were  drawn,  accordingly;  and  praying  for  a  remission  of  the  fine 
laid  upon  the  town  in  the  tax  act, —  the  following  resolve  %  was  passed :  — 

"  State  of  Mas.sachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  21.  1780 
On  the  petition  of  tlie  selectmen  of  the  Town  of  New  Braintree 
Resolved,  that  the  fine  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  a  fine  laid  on  said  Town  for  not  pro- 
curing two  men  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army  for  Nine  months  be  Remitted  for  rea- 
sons reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition  —  And  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authoi"- 
ized  Si  directed  to  give  a  reciept  to  the  Constable  for  said  Town  for  said  Sum,  as  part  of 
the  Tax  assessed  them  in  the  Last  Tax  laid  on  said  Town. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk 

In  Council  March  23'^.  1780         Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveuy    D  Sey 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  303. 
Upon  a  similar  petition  from  the  selectmen  of  Blandford,  the  following  resolve  §  was 
passed :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  27,  1780— 
On  the  Petition  of  David  McConnoughey  and  others  Select  Men  of  Blanford  Praying 
for  the  Remittance  of  A  fine  of  Eighteen  Hundred  Pounds  Laid  on  S^  Town  for  Not  Pro- 
curing their  Quota  of  men  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
the  General  Court  of  the  9">  of  June  1779  And  whereas  it  appears  that  s^  Town  Did  Pro- 
cure two  of  S'"  men  for  which  they  were  fined  therefore  Resolved  that  the  Sum  of  twelve 
Hundred  Pounds  a  Part  of  Sd  fine  Be  Remitted  and  also  the  Sum  of  two  Hundred  And 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XXXm.  t^i<^->  April  session,  1779,  chapter  OXV. 

t  Ibid.,  March  seBsion,  1780,  chapter  LXII.        §  Ibid.,  chapter  LXXXIV. 
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forty  Pounds  be  Allowed  to  S^  Town  of  Blanford  as  a  Bounty  for  the  two  men  which  it 
Appears  y'  Town  did  Procure  Agreeable  to  S^  Resolve 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Johjj  H\ncock    Siilc 

In  Council  March  27.'  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery     D  Se^ 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  p.  398. 

John  Kirkhind  presented  a  similar  petition  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Norwich,  represent- 
ing that  the  number  of  men  required  of  that  town  had  been  raised,  but  that  the  return 
thereof  had  been  mislaid,  or  miscarried,  and  praying  relief;  whereupon  the  folio  win,' 
resolve  *  was  passed  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  27,  1780 

On  the  Petition  of  John  Kirklandin  thenameand  behalf  Of  the  Town  of  Norwich  Pniv- 
ing  for  the  Remittance  of  a  tine  Of  Six  Hundred  Pounds  Laid  on  Sd  Town  for  not  ProL-iir- 
ing  their  Quota  of  men  to  Serve  in  the  Continental  Army  Afrreeable  to  A  Resolve  of  the 
General  Court  of  June  O'h  1779  and  whereas  it  Appears  that  Sd  Town  Did  Procur^i  their 
Quota  agreable  To  Sd  Resolve  therefore  Resolved  that  the  Sum  of  Six  Hundred  Pound 
laid  on  Sd  Town  of  Norwich  as  a  fine  be  Remitted  And  also  the  Sura  of  one  Hundred  And 
twenty  Pounds  be  allowed  to  Sd  Town  as  a  bounty  for  the  One  man  for  the  which  Sd 
Town  was  fined  —  agreeable  to  Sd  Resolve 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock     Splf 

In  Council  March  27."  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sey 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  p.  413. 

Isaac  Stone,  agent  for  the  town  of  Oakham,  presented  a  petition,  representing  that  the 
town  had  raised  its  full  quota,  but  that  one  of  the  men  so  raised  had  been  credited  to 
another  town ;  and,  moreover,  that  the  town  had  sent  into  the  Continental  service,  three 
men  more  than  the  required  one  seventh  part  of  the  serviceable  male  population,  for 
which  they  had  received  no  credit,  and  praying  for  relief;  upon  which  the  followitig 
resolve  f  was  passed :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatiues  March  28  1780 

on  the  petetion  of  the  Town  of  Oakham  in  the  County  of  Worcester  therein  Seting 
forth  said  Town  was  fined  as  appeares  by  the  Last  Tax  bill  Six  hundred  pounds  in  not 
Complying  with  the  requesition  of  the  General  Court  June  Last  paste  In  Raiseing  there 
Quota  of  the  nine  months  men  — 

your  Committe  on  Examination  tinde  Said  Town  had  in  the  Continental  Service  theire 
full  proportion  — 

Resolued  that  Said  fine  of  Six  hundred  pounds  be  and  hereby  is  Remitted  to  S']  Town 
of  Oakham  &  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  directed  to  Discounte  the  Same  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk 

In  Council  March  28th  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Sey 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  419. 

A  committee  of  the  plantation  of  Myrificid  (now  Rowe)  presented  a  petition,  dated  Jan. 
14,  1780,  for  remission  of  the  fine  of  £600,  and  for  an  abatement  of  the  present  and  tbrmer 
state  tax,  "  to  such  a  degree  as  not  to  exceed  our  ability  to  pay,"  or,  failing  that,  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  "  to  view  our  situation  and  circumstances,  that  their  report  umv 
be  a  means  for  us  to  obtain  our  desired  relief"  The  petitioners  represented  that  they  had 
presented  a  petition,  in  September,  for  relief  from  the  tax  imposed  bv  chapter  12,  which 
was  read  and  committed,  and  afterwards  rejected,  but  not  in  season  for  the  town  to  com- 
ply with  the  act,  or  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  execution  against  them  ;  that  the  town  was 
utterly  unable  to  raise  the  sums  "repeatedly  required"  nf  them,  which,  thcv  declared, 
they  believed  the  General  Court  would  think  exceeded  their  proportion.  That  of  the 
10,000  acres  in  the  plantation,  only  7,000  were  habitable,  not  a  tenth  part  of  which  was 
under  any  kind  of  improvement;  that  ten  years  befoi'c,  there  were  l)ut  eight  families  in  the 
place,  which  was  increased  to  twenty-eight  families  when  the  war  beg  in,  —  most  of  which 
were  so  poor  as  to  be  unable  to  pay  the  small  cost  of  lands  to  settle  on  ;  that  those  who 
had  removed  thither  since  the  war  began  were  such  as  haJ  been  reduced  from  comforta- 
ble livinsjs,  to  the  necessity  of  earning,  by  hard  labor,  on  small  tracts  of  wild  land,  the 
means  of  purchasing  supplies  to  be  brought  from  a  distance;  that  the  earlier  settlers  were 
just  beginning  to  make  improvements  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  being,  to  a 
man,  engaged  in  the  popular  cause,  and  more  than  ordinarily  "  exposdl  imto  alarms," 
even  in  seed-time  and  harvest-time,  they  had  been  obliged  to  purchase  more  than  h:ilf  uf 
their  provisions,  at  a  distance  of  from  ten  to  thirty  miles,  at  enormous  prici'S,  for  which 
their  improvements  were  uot  sufficient  to  yield  them  an  equivalent;  that,  through  all  their 
adversities,  they  had  "supported  the  gospel,"  which  they  could  not  continue  to  do  if  their 
burdens  should  be  increased;  that,  in  respect  to  the  fine  of  £60;),  thev  had  sent  only  one 
of  the  two  men  required,  because,  though  the  rate  was  one  man  for  thirty-six  and  one- 
half  ratable  polls,  they  (as  they  had  not  more  than  forty-eight  polls  at  the  time  of  tlie 
requisition)  tliought  the  sending  of  one  man,  a  sufficient  complian'c;  in  which  the  super- 
intendent, who  accepted  their  man,  concurred,  and  they  hoped  it  would  be  equally  satis- 
factory to  the  General  Court;  that  they  had  nothing  to  sell  wherewith  to  i)rocure  inonev, 
—  they  being  above  one  hundred  miles  from  any  market,  and  obliged  to  p.ay  enormmis 
prices  for  salt  and  other  necessaries  ("  even  the  price  of  seven  bushels  of  rye  for  a  bushel 
of  salt") ;  that,  being  a  new  plantation,  they,  within  a  few  years,  had  been  obliged  to 
build,  through  the  woods,  all  the  roads  in  the  vicinity,  and  even  roads  to  other  adjoining 
places  several  miles  distant,  and  to  keep  these  roads  in  repair  at  their  own  ex])ense,  which 
required,  annually,  the  average  iaiior  of  ten  days  per  man;  notwithstanding  which,  tlio 
country  was  so  rugged  that,  the  petitioners  declared,  it  required  four  good  oxen,  and  at 

•Printed  reeolveB.chapter  LXXV.  ^  Ibid.,   chapter  XCI. 
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least  the  ,!n*e.ater  part  of  one  day,  "  to  convey  half  a  ton  burthen,  in  our  best  road,  for  the 
dJst.mce  of  tive  or  six  miles  from  tliis  i)lace,"  and  that  by  this  means  only  could  they 
transport  such  necessaries  of  life  as  they  purcliased  at  a  distance ;  that  they  had  lieen 
obli.i^ed  to  borrow  money  to  pay  the  bounties  and  travel  of  soldiers,  and  to  make  sood 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  they  havinu  no  money  of  their  own;  that,  by  their  great 
distam-e,  many  of  the  orders  for  raising  men,  and  calls  for  valuation  returns,  failed  to 
reach  them  in  season  for  compliance;  by  which  they  incurred  the  same  costs  and  fines 
that  would  hnve  been  incurred  by  towns  within  ten  miles  of  the  seat  of  government. 
Upon  this  petition,  the  following  resolve*  was  p;issed :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  House  of  Representatives  April  3''    1780 

On  the  representation  &  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  the  Plantation  ca'U'd  Myrifield 
in  the  County  of  Hampshire  Praying  for  an  Abatement  of  their  Taxes  and  a  reprieve 
from  all  Fines  &  Costs  of  Executions  on  Collectors  or  Assessors.  And  the  Fine  of  six 
Hundred  pounds  imposed  upon  the  S  '}  Plantation  for  the  failure  of  one  Man  in  the  nine 
Months  Service 

Ilesolv'd  That  one  thiid  part  of  all  the  Taxes  Set  upon  the  Plantation  call'd  ]Myrifield 
by  Order  of  the  General  Court  of  this  state  Since  the  last  General  Valuation  &  Apportion- 
ment of  Taxes  upon  the  Several  Towns  in  this  State  be  And  they  hereby  are  Abated. 

Also  Resolv'd  That  the  Fine  of  Six  hundi-ed  pounds  Set  upon  the  S'd  Plantation  in  the 
last  Tax  Bill  for  the  failure  of  one  man  in  the  nine  Months  Service,  be  remitted 

And  it  is  further  Resolv'd,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  &  he  hereby  is  Directed 
to  Suspend  the  Sending  Executions  upon  the  Collectors  of  the  afore  S'd  Pbmtations,  untill 
they  Shall  be  Ser'd  with  a  Copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolves  Any  former  Resolve  or 
Order  of  this  Court  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  .  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  x\pril  3«!    1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Se^ 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  — Ibid.,  vol.  227,  p.  25. 

William  B(jdman,  agent  for  the  town  of  Williamsburg,  presented  a  petition,  dated 
March  23,  1780,  for  remission  of  £600,  of  the  £2,400  fine  laid  on  that  town,  for  a  deficiency 
of  four  men,  alleging  that  the  computation  for  the  town's  quota  was  made  on  the  basis  of 
a  fonner  valuation  instead  of  the  one  they  had  last  sent  in  to  the  secretary's  office,  which 
ciuld  not  be  found  by  the  committee;  by  which  their  required  quota  exceeded  their  just 
proportion,  by  one  man.    Upon  this  petition,  the  following  resolve  t  was  passed :  — 

.  "  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  3'!    1780  — 

On  the  Petition  of  William  Bodman  Agent  for  tie  Town  of  Williamsbui'gh  Praying  for 
an  Abatement  of  part  of  the  fine  laid  on  Said  Town  in  the  last  Tax  Act 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  Granted  and  that  the  Sum  of  Six  hundred 
Pounds  be  Abated  out  of  the  last  Tax  laid  on  Said  Town  of  Williamsburgh  for  the 
Reasons  Set  forth  in  Said  Petition,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  here))y  authorised 
&  Impowered  to  Credit  the  Said  Town  the  Sum  of  Six  hundred  Pounds  Afore  Said 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  April  3'i    1780   Read  &  Concurred  as  taken  into  a  New  Draught 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avert    D  Sey 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  3 —  1780 

Real  &  conctirrd  John  Hancock    Spk' 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  61. 

The  militia  officers  of  the  town  of  Northfield  presented  to  the  General  Court,  a  petition, 
dated  Feb.  28,  1780,  representing  the  fidelity  with  which  they  had  "  waded  through"  their 
arduous  duties  during  the  war,  —  often,  thereby,  incurring  "the  anger  of  many"  of  their 
company,  as  having  raised  more  than  their  just  proportion  of  men;  notwithstanding 
which,  they  were,  as  they  supposed,  deficient  in  one  man,  only,  though  the  committee 
afterwards  found  them  deficient  in  two  of  the  three-years'  men,  which  deficiency  they 
immediately  supplied.  They  alleged  that  they  subsequently  discovered  that  Abraham 
I'archus,  a  runaway  servant  of  Capt.  Elisha  Hunt,  had  enlisted,  for  three  years,  in  the 
'  'ontinental  Army,  and  they  had  returned  him  as  of  their  quota;  so  that  when  a  requisi- 
ti;m  came  for  five  more  men,  they  raised  but  four,  expecting  that  Parchus  would  be 
c junted  as  one ;  but,  to  their  surprise,  the  town  was  fined  £600  for  a  deficiency,  for  which 
lliey  were  much  blamed.  They  further  represented  that  the  requisition  upon  them  for 
niie-months'  men,  was  disproportionately  large;  wherefore  they  prayed  that  the  town 
"  1)3  eased  of  the  above-mentioned  fine." 

This  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee  who,  on  the  4th  of  April,  reported  that  the 
town  of  Northfield  had  been  required  to  furnish  one  man  in  twenty-six.  on  the  call  for 
nine-months'  men,  whereas  the  proper  proportion  was  only  one  in  thirty-seven,  and  that 
the  town  had  raised  its  hiU  quota  of  one-seventh  of  the  serviceable  male  population,  and 
that  Captain  Alexander,  the  representative  from  that  to\vn,  claimed  that  they  had  already 
in  the  army  one  man  more  than  their  quota;  which  facts  they  laid  before  the  House,  and 
prayed  for  its  direction.    No  further  action  upon  this  petition  has  been  discovered. 

The  petition  of  Jonathan  Brewster,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Worthington,  was  read  and 
committed,  March  26,  1780.  The  petitioner  represented  that,  notwithstanding  the  fine  of 
£2,100  laid  upon  that  town  for  a  deficiency  of  four  men,  under  the  call  of  June  9th,  they 
hive,  in  actual  service,  that  number  of  men  over  their  quota  of  one-seventh  of  the  ser- 
viceable male  inhabitants;  and  prayed  relief  from  the  fine  aforesaid.  Upon  this  petition 
the  following  resolve  t  was  passed :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  3<i  1780  — 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Brewster  In  Behalfe  of  the  town  Of  Worthington  In  the 
County  of  Hamshire  —  seiting  forth  that  said  town  Was  fined  In  the  Last  tax  act  for  a 

*  Priutod  resnivps.  chfiptpr  CXI. 

t  Jhid.,  chapter  CXIl.     t'oe  uew  draught  In  nuppli-raenlary  note  on  p.  1389  »os<. 

i  Ibid.,  cbaptei  OXXVIII. 
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Defissiaace  of  four  men  seat  on  said  Town  by  the  Resolve  of  the  9  of  June  Last  and  pray- 
ing that  said  fine  be  Remitted  Whereas  it  appears  said  town  Were  Defissiant  But  one 
man  therefore 

Resolved  that  the  fine  of  Eighteen  Hundred  pounds  for  three  men  be  Remitted  to  said 
town  of  Worthington 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Splc 

In  Council  April  5'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .—  Ibid.,  p.  53. 

A  similar  petition,  dated  March  27,  1780,  by  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Shirley,  was 
read  and  committed,  April  4th.  These  petitioners  alleged  that  just  before  the  requisition 
for  the  nine-months'  men  reached  Capt.  Edmund  Longley,  their  militia  captain,  he  en- 
listed into  the  service,  to  serve  during  the  war,  one  Edward  Johns,  and  after  receiving  his 
orders,  he  enlisted  three  more  men;  namely,  Ephraim  Warren,  Ephraim  Warren,  junior, 
and  Edward  Smith,  whom  he  did  not  retm-n;  and  that  all  four  men  went  into  actual  ser- 
vice, where  the  said  Johns  still  remained.  The  petitioners  therefore  prayed  that  the  fine 
on  said  town  be  remitted ;  whereupon  the  following  resolve  *  was  passed :  — 

MassacWttsBay}  In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  6  1780- 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Shuiy  praying  for  an  abatement  of  a 
fine  of  £600  set  upon  said  Town  on  failure  of  raising  its  full  quota  of  men  agreeable  to  a 
Resolve  passed  June  9,  1779  Therefore 

Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  and  that  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Six 
hundred  pounds  be  &  hereby  is  remitted  to  the  said  Town  of  Shu'ly  accordingly  and  that 
the  Town  of  Shirley  be  entitled  to  receive  the  Bounty  promised  by  the  K,esolve  aforesaid 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk 

In  Council  April  6'h  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Sey  — 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council]  —  Ibid.,  p.  57. 

The  selectmen  of  Medford  presented  a  petition,  dated  March,  1780,  in  which  they  repre- 
sented that  the  town  had  filled  its  quota,  and  that,  under  the  resolve  of  June  9,  1779,  the 
town  was  entitled  to  an  abatement  of  £120  for  each  of  six  men  which  they  had  furnished 
in  season  to  be  returned  by  the  second  day  of  July ;  wherefore,  they  prayed  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  vindicate  their  conduct,  and  that  the  fine  of  £600  laid  upon  said  town,  in  the  tax 
act,  be  remitted,  and  that  their  tax  be  abated  in  £720,  for  the  six  men  aforesaid.  Upon 
this  petition  the  following  resolve  f  was  passed :  — 

Mass'achns'etts  Bay  1  I"  ^^^  ^ouse  of  Representatives  AprU  7'.»  1780- 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Medford  praying  for  an  abatement  of 
a  fine  of  £600  laid  on  said  Town  in  the  last  Tax  for  not  raising  its  compliment  of  nine 
months  men  required  by  a  Resolve  passed  June  9.  1779  and  also  for  an  allowance  of  the 
£120  Bounty  due  for  each  man  raised  agreeable  to  said  Resolve  —  &  Whereas  the  s'\  town 
of  Medford  raised  its  full  quota  of  men  therefore 

Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition,  be  granted  and  that  the  sum  of  Six  hundred 
Pounds  be  remitted  to  the  said  Town  of  Medford  accordingly  and  also  that  the  further  sum 
of  One  himdred  &  twenty  pounds  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  puljlic  Treasury  of  this 
State  to  the  said  Town  of  Medford  in  full  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk 

In  Coimcil  April  8.'   1780  Read  &  Concuried  John  Avery    D  Sey 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  p.  97. 

The  petition  of  John  Everett,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Foxborough,  was  read  and  com- 
mitted, March  23,  1780.  The  petitioner  represented  that,  notwithstanding  the  General 
Com't  had,  on  the  23d  of  January,  reduced  the  quota  of  that  town  from  five  men  to  three, 
the  town  was,  by  mistake,  fined,  in  the  tax  act,  £1,200  for  the  two  men  thus  abated;  and 
concluded  with  a  prayer  that  the  treasurer  be  dh-ected  to  credit  said  town  for  the  above 
sum.    Whereupon  the  following  resolve  %  was  passed :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —  House  of  Representatives  April  7.  1780  — 

On  the  petition  of  John  Everett  In  Behalfe  of  the  Town  of  foxbrough  praying  for  the 
abatement  of  a  fine  of  Twelve  Ilundi-ed  pounds  sect  on  said  Town  for  a  Uefissiancy  of  two 
men  ordred  By  the  Resolve  of  June  the  Ninth  1779  —  and  Whereas  it  appears  that  the 
said  Town  Were  Not  Defissiant 

therefore  Resolved  that  the  fine  of  Twelve  hundred  pounds  seet  on  s  lid  town  In  the 
Last  Tax  act  be  Remitted  to  sd  Town  of  foxbrough 

Sent  up  for  Concmxence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  April  8'.  1780  Read  &  ConcuiTcd  John  Avery    D  Se^  — 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  88. 

In  a  j)etition  dated  Dec.  27,  1779,  the  selectmen  of  Marlborough  represented  that  the 
town  had  raised  ten  men  (the  whole  number  required  of  them),  and  had  them  duly  mus- 
tered in ;  that  six  of  them  marched  ;  that  one  of  them  was  drowned  before  marching  or- 
ders ;  and  that  the  remaining  three  al)sconded,  and  had  not  been  cajitrn'od,  although  the 
town  had  been  at  great  expense  to  find  them.  They,  therefore,  prayed  that  the  fine  laid 
upon  them  for  their  deficiency,  or  such  part  thereof  as  the  General  Court  slionld  think  fit, 
be  taken  oft';  whereupon  the  following  resolve  {  was  passed :  — 

Masslchus'et'is-Bay  }  1°  ^^^  ^ouse  of  Representatives  AprU  7th  178O 
On  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Marlborough  seting  forth  that  said 
Town  was  fined  in  the  Last  Tax  the  sum  of  £2,400  for  a  deficiency  of  four  men  which  they 
were  required  to  raise  l)y  a  Resolve  passed  June  9  1779 

•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CXXXI.  t  Ibid.,  chapter  (;XLIII. 

t  Ibid.,  chapter  CXLVI.  §  IMd.,  chapter  CXLTV. 
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Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  so  far  granted  as  that  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds  to  the  Town  of  Marl- 
borough in  part  of  the  fine  above  mentioned 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk 

In  Council  April  8'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  91. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Paul  Newton,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Northborough,  which  was 
read  and  committed  March  24,  1780,  representing  that  the  inhabitants  had  raised  all  the 
men  required  of  them,  and  praying  for  a  remissiun  of  the  tine  set  upon  that  town,  the  fol- 
lowing resolve*  was  passed,  in  the  House,  April  3d,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 
April  5th,  "  as  taken  into  a  new  draught."  This  new  draught,  which  is  given  below,  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  April  lath,  and,  the  same  day,  it  was  passed,  and  signed  by 
sixteen  of  the  Council :  — 

"  State  of  Masstts  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  3d  1780 

On  the  Petition  of  Paul  Newton  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Northborough'  praying  for  an 
Abatement  of  the  Fine  set  upon  said  Town  in  the  last  Tax  for  not  raising  three  Nine 
Months  Men  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  passed  June  9M 779  and  Whereas  it  does  appear 
that  the  Said  Town  did  Actually  raise  said  men  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Sum  of  Eighteen  hundred  Pounds  be  remitted  to  said 
Town,  and  the  Treasurer  of  said  State  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  discount  said  Sum  of 
Eighteen  hundi-cd  Pounds  with  the  Collector  or  Constable  of  Said  Northborough  as  part 
of  the  Tax  in  which  said  Fine  was  assessed."  —  Ibid.,  p.  165. 

In  preparing  the  bill  of  the  present  chapter,  the  resolve  passed,  upon  the  petition  of 
Jonathan  Whitney,  agent  for  the  town  of  Conway,  and  printed  m  the  note  to  1778-79, 
chapter  39  (p.  1042,  ante),  was  overlooked,  by  the  committee  and,  therefore,  Whitney 
applied  to  the  General  Court,  in  a  petiSon  dated  April  17,  1780,  setting  forth  this  fact,  and 
also  objecting  that  the  fine  laid  upon  that  town  should  have  been  for  one  man  only,  and 
that  it  was,  therefore,  £1,200  too  much;  and  praying  that  the  £520  granted  by  the  former 
resolve,  and  the  £1,200  excess  of  fines,  be  refunded  from  the  state  treasury,  and  that  the 
petitioner  be  allowed  to  draw  the  same,  giving  his  receipt  therefor ;  whereupon  the  follow- 
ing resolve  t  was  passed :  — 

Mass"?  Bay  1   ^"^  *^®  House  of  Representatives  April  20,  1780 

Whereas  the  Town  of  Conway  had  the,  sum  of  five  hundred  &  twenty  pounds  remitted 
to  it  by  a  Resolve  t  passed  October  6,  1779  and  was  to  have  been  abated  out  of  the  then 
next  State  Tax  but  by  some  means  was  not  deducted  agreable  to  the  purport  of  said 
Pesolve  And  whereas  the  said  Town  of  Conway  was  fined  in  the  last  Tax  the  sum  of 
Eighteen  hundred  pounds  for  a  supposed  deficiency  of  three  men  which  were  required  of 
it  by  a  Resolve  passed  June  9,  1779  since  which  it  appears  that  the  said  Town  of  Conway 
was  deficient  but  one  man  only  of  the  whole  number  required  by  which  means  the  Town 
was  Taxed  the  sum  of  Nineteen  hundred  &  Sixty  pounds  more  in  the  last  Tax  than  in 
Justice  it  ought  to  have  been 

Wherefore  liesolved  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  of  this 
State  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Nineteen  hundred  &  Sixty  pounds  to  the  Town  of  Conway  in 
full  for  what  the  said  Town  of  Conway  was  overtax'd  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk 

In  Council  April  21',  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveky    D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  seventeen  of  the  Councill .  —  Ibid.,  p.  258. 

The  petition  to  the  General  Comt,  of  James  Parker,  Elijah  Brigham  and  Joshua  Smith, 
agents  for  the  town  of  Southborongh,  read  and  referred  to  a  committee,  March  16,  1780, 
set  forth  that  the  town  had  not  only  duly  filled  its  quota,  but  had  a  surplus  of  two  men, 
in  the  CoTitinental  Army,  and  prayed  that  the  fine  laid  upon  that  town  in  the  tax  act,  be 
remitted ;  whereupon  the  following  vote  ^  was  passed :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  15  1780  — 

On  the  Petition  of  James  Parker  and  others  Agents  for  the  Town  Of  Southborongh 
Praying  that  a  fine  of  two  Thousand  and  four  Hundred  Pounds  Laid  on  Sd  Town  for  iiot 
Procuring  four  men  To  Serve  in  the  Continental  Anny  for  the  term  of  nine  months  Agree- 
able to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Comt  Passed  June  8th  1779  might  be  Remitted  —  And 
Whereas  it  Appears  That  the  Sd  Town  of  Southborongh  Did  Procure  their  full  Quota  of 
men  Agreeable  to  Sd  Resolve 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Said  fine  of  two  Thousand  And  four  Hundi-ed  Pound  Laid 
on  Sd  Town  be  Remitted  And  that  the  Sura  of  four  Hundred  and  Eighty  Pounds  Be 
Allowed  to  Sd  Town  of  Southborongh  as  a  bounty  for  the  Aforesaid  four  men  Agreeable 
to  Sd  Resolve 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"" 

In  Council  April  17  1780  Read  &  nonconcurrd         Sam^  Adams    Secry 

In  Council  April  20t]2  1780  Read  again  &  the  Board  reconsider  their  Vote  of  Nonconcur- 
rence  passed  the  \1^}}  Inst'.  &  pass  a  Concurrence  with  the  Honble  House  in  their  Vote  — 

John-  Avery    D  Se? 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Qovincil].  —  Ibid.,  p.  242. 

A  memorial  dated  April  8,  1780,  was  presented  to  the  General  Court  by  Seth  Sumner, 
in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Milton,  in  which  the  memorialist  declared  that,  when  the  call  for 
the  nine-months'  men  was  made,  the  militia  officer  of  Milton  represented  to  the  General 
Court  that  the  town  already  had,  in  the  Continental  Army,  for  three  years,  seven  men 
more  than  its  quota ;  that  the  memorial  in  which  this  representation  was  made,  was  re- 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CLXXI.  f  Thid.,  chapter  CCXI. 

X  Hid.,  September  eesBion,  1779,  chapter  CLXXII.       §  Ibid.,  March  eesBion,  1780,  chapter  CCIX. 
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ferred  to  a  committee,  avIio,  after  examining  all  the  facts,  reported  a  resolve  for  excusing 
the  town  from  raising  the  six  men  required  of  them  under  the  call ;  that,  though  said 
report  was  accepted  by  the  House,  it  was  nonconcurred  by  the  Council ;  that  thereupon 
said  militia  ofScers  endeavored  to  procure  six  men,  but  succeeded  in  getting  five  only, 
which  they  sent  to  camp,  though,  through  some  mistake,  only  four  of  these  were  properly 
returned;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  town  was  lined  £1,200,  for  a  deficiency  of  two  men  ; 
that  the  town  had  had,  for  about  fifteen  months  then  last  past,  "  five  men,  in  tlio  Conti- 
nental Ai-my,  more  than  their  quotas  of  all  requisitions,"  and  that  they  then  had  "  seven 
men  more,  in  the  army,  for  the  term  of  one  year;"  wherefore  the  memorialist  prayed  that 
not  only  the  fine  be  remitted,  but  that  such  allowance  be  made  to  the  town  "  as  thou- 
faithfiil  and  patriotic  exertions  deserve;"  whereupon  the  following  resolve*  was 
passed :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  21^'  1780 

On  the  petition  of  Seth  Sumner  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Milton  praying  that  a  fine  of 
Twelve  Hundred  pounds,  laid  on  Si  town  in  the  Last  Tax  Act,  For  being  Doficant  of  two 
men  in  the  army  might  be  taken  o^  and  whereas  it  apears  that  the  town  of  Milton  had 
their  full  Quota  of  men  in  the  Continantal  Army  at  the  Time  S 1  fine  was  laid  on  S  i  lown 
Therefore 

Resolved  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Publick  treasury  to  Cap'  Seth  Sumner  for  the 
use  of  s'\  town  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  which  was  Laid  on  S  i  town  in  the 
Last  Tax  Act  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk-- 

In  Council  April  21'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  269. 

No  petition  has  been  found  relating  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  following  resolve :  f  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Mav  2^  17rfO 

Whereas  the  Town  of  Framingham  is  fined  the  Sum  of  Twenty  four  Hundred  Pounds 
for  a  Supposed  noncomi.liance  with  a  Resolve  of  this  Court  of  the  Eighth  Day  of  June 
Last,  and  as  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  said  Town  of  Framingham  in  fact  raised 
their  full  Quota  of  men  required  by  said  Resolve 

Therefore  Resolved  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury  of  this  State  to  M"' 
William  Brown  for  the  use  of  the  said  Tovm  of  Framingham  the  Sum  of  Twenty  four 
Hundred  Pounds  in  full  for  said  fine 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"" 

In  Council  May  2J  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery     D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].—  Ibid.,  p.  367. 

The  petition  upon  which  the  following  resolve  J  was  founded  is  dated  Dec.  27,  1779 :  — 

M  ^*«3^R°^  (  ^°  *^^  House  of  Representatives  April  19  1780 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Needham  praying  for  an  abatement  of 
a  fine  of  £600  laid  upon  said  Town  on  failure  of  raising  its  quota  of  men  as  required  by 
a  Resolve  passed  June  9,  1779  &  the  said  Town  makeing  it  appear  tuat  it  did  actually 
raise  its  quota  of  men  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  aforesaid 
Therefore 

Resolved  That  the  aforesaid  fine  of  Six  hundred  pounds  be  &  is  hereby  remitted  to  the 
said  Town  of  Needham  accordinglv 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  May  4'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  i^e^ 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fourteen  of  the  Council] .  — Ibid.,  p .  461. 

A  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  Springfield,  dated  April  10,  1780,  represents  that,  for  aught 
they  knew  to  the  contrary,  until  the  town  was  fined  £1,800,  in  the  tax  bill,  all  the  men 
required  of  their  town  by  the  resolve  of  June  9,  1779,  had  been  raised;  but  that,  upon  sub- 
sequent inquiry,  it  appeared  that  one  of  the  militia  captains  in  their  town,  whose  proportion 
to  the  town's  quota  would  have  been  two  men,  had  not  received  orders  to  raise  more  men ; 
and  that  another  man  of  the  town's  quota  was  detached  from  another  company  in  the  town,  to 
serve  as  required  by  th"  said  resolve,  but  had  been  permitted,  by  His  Excellency,  Gen- 
eral Washington,  to  remain  in  the  cap.icity  of  a  clerk  with  George  Measam,  ('lothier- 
gencral,  then  stationed  in  Sprmgfield.  The  petitioners,  therefore,  prayed  that  the  amount 
of  the  said  fine  "  or  such  a  part  thereof  as  "  the  General  Court  should  "  think  in  justice 
we  ought  to  receive,  be  refunded." 

With  this  petition,  was  filed  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  by  the  commander-in 

chief  of  the  army :—  ,,^        ^  .       t  i    oic    i-tto 

"  Head  Quarters,  West  Pomt  July  31^'    1779. 

Sr  With  respect  to  M"-  Ilcnrv  Pynchon  I  have  no  Objection  to  his  remammg  with 
vou'as  an  Assistant,  as  you  must  have  Some  and  they  are  so  Difficult  to  procure. 

It  will  not  Oblidge  the  State  to  furnish  a  Man  more  —I  do  not  mean  however  that  this 
Should  Impugn  or  Counteract  in  the  Smallest  degree  any  Law  of  the  State  that  may  Allect 
M--  Pynchon  or  Subject  him  to  any  fine  or  penalty  for  any  previous  Conduct  or  non  Com- 
pliance with,  and  ray  permission  for  his  Staying  is  to  be  Considered  under  those  rcstric 
tions—  lamSr    Your  Most  Ob  t    Ser' 

Geob  Washington 

Mr    Measum."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  228,  p.  50. 

Thereupon  the  following  resolve  ^  was  passed :  —  nr      -  itqa 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  o  1780 
On  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Springfield  praying  for  the  abatement 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CCXVIII.  t  Tbid.',  chapter  CCXLVl. 

t  Ibid.,  chapter  CCLXXXIU.  §  Ibid.,  March  session,  chapter  CCOI. 
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of  a  fine  £1  800  set  upon  said  Town  in  the  last  Tax  for  a  delinquency  of  three  men  re- 
quired of  it  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  passed  June  9,  1779  and  it  having  been 
uKule  to  appear  that  the  said  Town  was  deficient  but  two  men  only  of  the  whole  number 
required    Therefore 

Resolved  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far  granted  as  that  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  of  this  State  to  the  Town  of  Springfield  the  sum  of  Six 
hundred  pounds  being  a  fine  set  upon  said  Town  for  a  man  which  was  raised  and  did 
actually  serve  the  Term  for  which  he  was  so  raised 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  May  5'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveht    D  Sey 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  49. 

The  following  petition  of  the  town  of  Marblehead  was  referred,  on  the  day  of  its  date,  to 
a  committee  of  five,  who  reported,  that  it  lie  "  for  consideration  'till  the  valuation  passes." 
On  the  15th  of  March,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  having  in  charge  the  petition  from 
ihe  town  of  Ilingham :  — 

"  To  the  Hon'  the  Council  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  in  General  Court  Assembled  — 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Marblehead,  in  Town  meeting.  Legally 
Convened  humbly  shews,  that  early  in  the  Contest  between  Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  People  of  this  Town  (altho  Sensible  of  its  exposed  Sittuation,  to  the  rav- 
ages of  the  Enemy,  and  the  Intire  deprivation,  of  the  means  of  Subsistance,  should  they 
take  an  active  part,  being  wholy  dependant  on  the  Fishery,  for  the  Support  of  its  Inhabi- 
tants notwithstanding  those  insurmountable  diftjculties  (save  in  so  Glorious  a  Cause  as 
that  of  freedom,  and  the  Just  rights  of  mankind)  Did  chearfully  ingage  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  to  defend  and  Support  them,  to  the  last  extremity,  the  Consiquence  of  which 
was,  a  total  Stagnation,  with  respect  to  niakeing  the  least  provision  for  the  necessarys  of 
life  (having  no  Lands  to  Improve)  that  Immediately  upon  the  port  Bills  takeing  place  in 
the  Town  of  Boston,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  with  pleasure  open'd  their  Srores,  and 
every  other  Convcnance  for  the  doing  Buisiness,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  of 
Boston,  without  any  expence  to  them,  a  few  disafected  persons  excepted,  That  when  a 
Standing  Army  was  Called  for  in  1775,  this  Town  furnished  a  full  regiment,  and  the 
grater  part  of  One  the  Succeeding  year.  That  this  Town  not  Only  took  this  Share  of  pub- 
hek  duty  in  the  Land  Service,  but  that  when  Armed  Vessels,  where  fixed  out  by  the  Con- 
tinent, great  part  of  the  Crews  were  furnished  by  the  Town,  Added  to  these,  private  armed 
Vessels,  from  the  neighbouring  Towns,  took  of  almost  all  the  remaining  part  of  its  males, 
Capeable  of  doing  duty,  (this  Town  having  but  very  few  privateers,  so  that  the  advan- 
taf'cs,  arising  from  that  buissiness,  so  far  as  it  respected  the  Owners  of  the  Vessels, 
Chiefly  went  into  other  Towns,  whose  property  they  were)  in  Such  a  manner  that  often 
times,  there  were  not  so  many  men  left  in  Town,  out  of  about  thirteen  Hundred,  which 
was  the  numl)er  in  1775,  as  were  from  time  to  time,  called  for,  upon  special  Emergcncis 
by  the  Hon'  the  General  Court,  and  to  Supply  which  Calls  this  Town  was  obliged,  to  have 
recourse  to  their  former  Small  Interest,  and  go  into  the  neighbouring  Towns,  and  hire  the 
men  on  the  best  terms  they  could  be  obtained,  and  this  withChearfullness;tho  we  where 
obliged  many  of  us,  to  deprive  Ourselves  of  the  necessaries  of  Life  to  Support  the  burden. 
That  there  was  near  One  hundred  of  Our  Inhabitants  in  the  Expedition  at  Penobscott  in 
Armed  Vessels  from  Other  Towns,  the  failure  of  which  was  Attended  with  loss  to  this 
Town  in  particular,  as  well  as  to  the  State  in  General,  we  would  hope  this  State  of  facts, 
will  make  it  appear,  that  this  Town,  has  not  been  wanting  in  its  Exertions  for  the  pub- 
lick  good,  we  now  beg  leave  consicely  to  State  the  Sittuation  we  are  now  in,  as  Compared 
with  Our  Circumstances,  at  the  Commencement  of  this  War,  Our  Trade  then  Extensive, 
our  fishery  very  large,  the  male  Inhabitants,  as  has  been  before  Obserued  then  Amounted 
to  Thirteen  hundred,  and  now  from  the  misfortunes  Consiquent  on  war,  in  Sea-ports,  we 
have  not  half  those  persons  left,  the  natural  Consiquence  of  which  is,  our  Widows  with 
their  helpless  Ofsijring,  are  from  day  to  day,  beginsj  in  our  Streets,  for  food  &  raiment, 
the  releif  of  them  (so  long  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  remaining  few  to  afford)  humanity 
forbids  a  refusal,  and  added  to  these  difflculties,  there  are  at  this  time,  absent  in  two 
armed  Vessels,  One  hundred  of  our  males  of  whom  there  is  not  the  least  hopes,  of  their 
l)eing  in  Existance.  Our  trade  has  been  Exceeding  Small,  Since  the  war,  and  we  think  it 
may  with  truth  be  said,  that  of  the  Vessels  Sent  out  of  this  place,  in  the  year  1779,  but 
three  or  four  returned.  Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  notwithstanding 
this  Town  did  not  fully  Comply  with  the  requestion  of  the  Hono'  the  General  Court,  by 
their  resolve  bearing  date  June  the  Ninth  1779,  for  a  reinforcement  of  men  for  y  Space 
of  Nine  months,  for  the  Continental  Army,  (and  we  must  say  every  exertion  for  that 
purpose  was  made  by  the  Officers  whose  province  it  was)  you  in  your  wisdom  and  good- 
ness will  remitt  the  fine  of  four  thousand,  and  Eight  hundred  pounds,  laid  on  this  Town, 
for  that  deficiency,  and  if  on  viewing  the  Circumstances  of  this  Town,  as  here  truly  di- 
scribed.  Justice  as  we  respect  the  other  Towns  in  the  State,  or  Mercy  as  it  respects  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  demand  it, — you  would  likewise,  be  pleased  to  make  Such 
Abatements  in  our  future  Taxes  as  you  in  your  wisdom,  from  time  to  time,  find  necessary. 
Should  you  Otherwise  determine  we  must  Conclude,  we  have  been  deficient  in  our  duty, 
and  Shall  Endeavour  in  future  so  to  Conduct  as  to  meet  your  approbation,  tho  the  Con- 
siquence may  be  (if  possiable)  greater  distress,  and  as  in  duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  pray. 
Marblehead  January  24th   178O 

By  order  of  the  Town.  Francis  Felton    Clerk."  — 

Ibid.,  vol.  186,  p.  68. 
In  the  next  Assembly,  this  petition  was  again  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of 
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Capt.  Wales,  Major  Goodman  and  Col.  Tobey,  upon  whose  report  the  following  resolve  * 
was  passed :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  3<i     1780 

on  the  Pctiiion  of  the  Town  of  Marblehead  Praying  that  a  fine  of  Four  Thousand  and 
Eight  Hundred  pounds  might  be  Remitted  for  Reasons  sett  forth  in  Said  Petition  — 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  Granted  and  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasurey  of  this  State  the  Sum  of  Four  Thousand  &  Eight  hundred  pounds  to 
Jon^  Glover  Esqt  for  the  use  of  the  Town  of  Marblehead  — 

Sent  up  for  (joncun-ence  Johx  Hancock    Spk"^ 

In  Council  June  6.' 1780  Read  &  Concurred  Joum  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented'to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  228,  p.  116. 

The  petition,  to  tbe  General  Court,  of  tbe  selectmen  of  Belchertown,  represents  that  they 
duly  hired  seven  men,  "  at  a  dear  and  expensive  rate,"  to  constitute  their  quota  under  the 
resolve  of  June  9,  1779,  and  that,  within  the  time  ordered,  the  captains  of  each  company 
presented  them  to  the  muster-master  and  took  a  receipt  for  their  having  (lassed,  and  then 
tooli  them  to  the  superintendent  and  saw  that  they  were  accepted;  which,  the  petitioners 
declared,  was  a!l  they  were  required  to  do  under  the  order  for  raising  the  men ;  wherefore  they 
prayed  that  the  fine  of  £600,  laid  on  said  town,  be  remitted,  and  that  they  be  allowed  a 
bounty  of  £400 ;  whereupon  tbe  following  resolve  t  was  passed,  by  which  they  received 
£120  bounty,  in  addition  to  the  £720  allowed  in  the  act  (amounting,  in  all,  to  £120  for 
each  of  the  seven  men  enlisted),  and  also  a  reimbursement  of  the  £600  fine  which  they  had 
paid  into  the  treasury  :  — 

"State  of  Massachusetts  P>ay    in  the  House  of  Representatives  June  7'  1780  — 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Belchertown  praying  that  they  may  be  remitted  a 
fine  of  Six  hundi'cd  pounds  which  was  assessed  on  them  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  June  ye  9th  1779  &  that  they  be  paid  a  Bounty  of  four  hundred  doUors  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  s^i    Petition  — 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  sd  Petition  be  granted  &  that  there  bo  paid  out  of  the 
Publick  Treasury  of  this  State  Seven  hundred  &  twenty  pounds  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
Belcherstown  in  full  for  said  fine  &  Bounty  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Nath  Goeham    Speaker  Pro  Tern 

In  Council  June  7']^  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveky    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  127. 

In  the  House,  probably  in  consequence  of  the  objection  of  the  representative  from  Chel- 
sea, hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  upon  the  written  represeniation  of  Col.  Jabez  Hatch, 
that  he  had  given  no  order  to  the  captain  of  the  militia  in  that  town  to  raise  men  under  the 
resolve  of  June  9,  1779,  a  resolve  was  prepared  for  reimbursing,  from  the  state  treasury, 
the  £1,800  fine  paid  by  the  town  of  Chelsea  under  the  tax  bill.  This  resolve  was  passed 
by  the  House,  but  was  nonconcurrcd  in  the  Council,  Jan.  8,  1780. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1780,  Samuel  Sprague  and  Jonathan  Green,  selectmen  of  Chel- 
sea, drew  up  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,. —  which  they  afterwards  presented,  together 
with  another  paper  from  Colonel  Hatch  certifying  that  the  inhabitants  had  always  complied 
with  the  orders  of  the  colonel,  and  always  procured  their  quota  of  men,  as  early  as  any 
other  company  in  the  regiment;  and  also  a  certificate  from  the  commissioned  officers  and 
four  of  the  selectmen  of  Chelsea,  J  that  they  never  knew  that  they  were  ordereil  l)y  the 
General  Court  to  procure  any  nine-months'  men,  either  in  May,  June,  July,  August  or 
September,  1779,  until  they  heard  that  the  town  had  been  fined,  in  the  tax  act,  for  not 
sending  three  men  ;  which  they  offered  to  verify,  on  oath. 

The  petitioners  reiterated  the  dccl.iration  as  made  in  the  certificate  mentioned  above  of 
their  ignorance  of  the  call  for  recruits;  and  also,  represented  that,  upon  a  call  from  the 
colonel  of  their  regiment,  they  had  promptly  sent  five  soldiers  to  Castle  Island,  in  August, 
and,  soon  after  their  return,  that  two  others  were  sent,  upon  a  like  call,  to  the  same 
island,  to  serve  for  two  months,  who  served  out  their  time;  and,  after  this  call,  that  the 
town  had  promptly  and  seasonably  sent  one  commissioned  officer  and  six  privates,  to 
Hudson  River,  to  serve  for  three  months, —  which  was  double  the  town's  proportion  for 
that  service;  and  that  they  had  ncVer  failed  to  comply,  seasonably,  with  any  order  for 
men  that  were  required  of  them,  by  authority,  at  any  time  during  the  war ;  wherefore  they 
prayed  for  an  order  to  draw  from  the  state  treasury  the  sum  of  £1,800,  or  for  such  other 
relief  as  the  Assembly  should  think  proper.  Upon  this  petition  the  following  resolve} 
was  passed :  — 

'<  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  23'"'i  1780 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Select  Men  of  Chelsea  praying  that  a  fine  of  Eighteen  Hundred 
pounds  Laid  on  the  Town  of  Chelsea  for  a  dcticiancy  of  Raising  there  Quota  of  nine 
months  men  so  called  for  be  remitted  for  Reasons  Sett  forth  in  said  Petition 

Resolved  that  there  be  abated  the  Sum  of  Nine  Hundred  Pound  of  the  fine  aforesaid, 
and  the  Same  be  paid  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury  of  this  State  to  the  Select  men  of  the 
Town  of  Chelsea  for  the  use  of  said  Town 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  June  23^  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sey 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid  ,  p.  427. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hand,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Hancock,  representing  that  he 
had  been  "  most  earnestly  desired  "  by  the  selectmen  and  inhabitants  to  ask  for  a  remis- 
sion of  the  fineof  £1,800  laid  on  that  town  for  failure  to  raise  their  full  quota  of  nine-months 
men,  that  his  constituents  sincerely  desired  to  comply  with  every  order  to  them  of  the  Gen- 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  XIX.  t  md.,  cliapter  XX. 

t  Hatch's  coriilicatc  was  datod  April  r)th,  aud  the  other  certificirte  waa  dated  June  15,  1730. 

§  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  UXIII. 
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eral  Court,  but  feared  that  compliance  would  soon  be  impossible  owing  to  the  innumerable 
difficulties  of  their  situation ;  that  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  settled  but  eight 
or  nine  years;  that  the  town  was  "  surprising]}- in  debt;  "  notwithstanding  which  (and 
other  discouraging  cuxumstances,  substantially  as  narrated  in  the  earlier  petition  of  the 
town,  particularly  described  in  the  note  to  chapter  19,  jwst)  the  company  in  the  north  part 
of  the  town  had  completed  their  full  quota  of  men  and  supplies,  and  the  company  in  the 
south  part  of  the  town  had  failed,  not  for  want  of  good  will,  but  because  the  men  drafted 
from  their  ranks  had  been  discharged  l\y  the  superintendent,  upon  proof  made  to  him  of 
the  suflering  circumstances  of  their  families ;  wherefore,  in  view  of  the  disproportionate 
number  of  poor  people  in  Hancock,  and  that  if  payment  of  the  fine  was  enforced,  those 
who  were  willing  and  had  fully  performed  their  duty  must  suffer  with  the  rest,  he  prayed 
the  General  Court  to  take  the  case  into  consideration  and  to  determine  the  same  as  they 
in  their  wisdom  should  direct.  Accordingly  the  following  I'esolvo  *  was  thereupon  passed :  — 
"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept"".  29-^  1780.— 

On  the  Petition  of  Samuel  Hand  in  Behalf  of  the  Town  of  Hancock 

Resolved  That  the  fine  of  eighteen  hundred  Pounds  laid  on  said  Town  for  not  compleat- 
ing  their  Quota  of  Men  to  serve  in  the  continental  /\j.-my  for  nine  Months  be  remitted  for 
Reasons  set  forth  in  saiil  petition  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  pay  said  Sum  of  eighteen  hundi-ed  Pounds,  either  in  the  old  Bills  of  Credit  of 
the  United  States  or  an  equivalent  in  the  new  Money,  into  the  Hands  of  the  Select- Men  of 
said  Town  for  the  Use  of  said  Town  of  Hancock  — . 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Haxcock    Spk"" 

In  Council  Sep^  29'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sey 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  l/)id.,  vol.  229,  p.  286. 

While  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  pending,  a  committee  was  appointed  "  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  towns  of  Buckland  and  Mount  Washington,  and  report  what  sum  ought 
to  be  assessed  on  them  in  the  present  bill." 

This  was  on  November  29th,  and,  on  the  next  day,  the  committee  reported  that,  with 
regard  to  the  town  of  Buckland,  they  could  find  no  foundation  whereby  they  could  de- 
termine what  the  inhal)itants  "  ought  to  be  assessed,"  and  therefore  "  that  they  be  not 
included  in  the  present  tax  bill,  and  that  an  order  issue  to  the  said  town  of  Buckland,  that 
they  immediately  take  and  send  a  list  of  valuation,  conformable  to  what  was  issued  to 
other  towns  in  this  state,  to  be  lodged  in  the  secretary's  office;  and  the  same  being  ex- 
amined and  adjusted,  they  shall  pay  the  same  in  the  next  state  tax,  and  what  shall  then 
farther  be  laid  upon  them." 

The  sulistance  of  the  committee's  report  respecting  the  town  of  Mount  Washington  ap- 
pears in  the  following  resolve f  reported  by  this  committee,  who,  in  the  above  report,  had 
recommended  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  the  purpose :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Dec  6t.'i  1779  — 

Whereas  the  Town  of  mount  Washington  at  the  Time  of  Taking  the  last  General  Valu- 
ation was  Considered  as  part  of  the  Town  of  Sheffield  and  the  Town  of  Sheffield  is  now 
Taxed  in  the  present  Tax  bill  the  whole  sum  which  ought  to  have  been  set  to  the  town  of 
Sheffield  and  the  town  of  mount  Washington :  and  as  it  is  Impossable  at  this  time  to 
assertain  what  proportion  of  said  Tax  Ought  to  he  set  to  the  tov/n  of  mount  Washington  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Respective  assessors  of  the  Town  of  Sheffield  and  the  Town 
of  mount-washington  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorised  and  Impowred  to  aportion  and 
assess  the  present  Tax  now  set  to  the  Town  of  Sheffield  on  the  Town  of  Sheffield  and 
mountwashington  agreeable  To  the  last  Genral  Valuation  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  Deer  6',^  1779        Read  &  Concm-red  John  Avery  D  Sex 

Consented  to  "  — [Signed  l\y  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  vol.  225,  p.  222. 

Besides  the  above  resolves  for  remitting  fines,  the  Assembly  received  urgent  appeals  for 
the  abatement  of  taxes,  from  the  counties  of  Lincoln  and  Cumberland,  and  from  the 
towns  of  Gloucester  and  Boothbay.  The  relief  granted  to  Lincoln  County  was  from  the 
burden  of  the  next  tax  as  well  as  this,  and  is  more  fully  explained  in  the  note  to  chapter 
49,  post.    See,  also,  resolve  of  Jan.  6,  1780,  for  relief  of  Fryeburg,  p.  1252,  ante. 

The  following  resolve,t  passed  upon  the  petition  of  Jeremiah  Powell,  who,  in  behalf  of 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  represented  that  the  greater  part  of  the  vessels  which  were 
owned  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  county  had  been  lately  lost— "  most  of  them  in  the 
unfortunate  expedition  to  Penobscot;"  that  enlistments  in  that  county  had  become  ex- 
tremely burdensome,  on  "  account  of  the  lowness  of  the  establishment,"  —  three  thousand 
dollars,  as  he  had  been  informed,  being  "  demanded  by  those  who  incline  to  enlist,  over 
and  above  the  pay  and  rations;"  that  the  said  loss  of  vessels  had  not  been  made  up  in 
any  degree,  to  the  owners ;  that  on  these  accounts  and  by  the  distress  incident  to  the 
invasion  of  the  eastern  parts,  by  the  enemy,  the  inhaijitants  of  the  county  had  become 
unable  to  pav  the  heavy,  and,  as  he  thought,  undue,  proportion  of  taxes  laid  upon  them ; 
—  and  therefore  prayed  that  a  resolve  might  be  passed,  suspending  the  issue  of  executions 
against  constables  and  collectors  of  taxes,  in  the  several  towns  in  that  coimty,  until  they 
should' get  some  relief  from  their  unhappy  circumstances,  though  he  expressed  his  belief 
that  the" greatest  possible  exertions  would  be  made  to  pay  the  taxes,  notwithstanding  the 
withholding  of  these  executions,  which,  he  declared,  "  must  add  distress  to  the  dis- 
trGSSGcl  I  "  ^^ 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Reprensentatives  May  5'h  1780 

on  the  Petetion  of  the  Hon^ie  Jerem''  Powell  Esq''  on  Behalf  of  the  County  of  Cumber- 
land Representing  the  Inabilety  of  the  Inhalictants  of  Said  County  Paying  their  State 
Tax  at  Present 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XCVI.  f  Ibid.,  November  seBsion,  1779,  chapter  CXXXVIII. 

J  Ibid,,  March  session,  1780,  chapter  CCCX. 
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Tliercfors  Resolved  tlmt  tlie  Tivas^i,  of  flus  St;\te,  be  and  bereliy  is  Directed  to  Stay  Ex- 
ecutioii  Ayaiust  the  Colleetors  in  tlio^everal  'lowns  in  the  County  of  Ciimherland  on  the 
Jan>  'lax  untill  *  the  Further  Order  of  the  General  Court  any  Resolve  to  the  (Jonirary 
Notwithstanding 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock     Sj^li 

In  Council  May  5'.  1780    Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  A.  Viz'  at  A  dele 
the  further  Order  of  the  General  Court  —  and  insert  the  twentieth  day  of  June  next  — 
Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Aveky     D  Se^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  d'."}  1780    Read  &  concurrd 

John  Hancock    Spk 
Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  thirteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  vol.  228,  p.  55 
The  following  memorial  from  the  town  of  Gloucester  was  read  Sept.  9,  1779,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wales,  Starkweather,  and  Gorliam  of  Lunen- 
burg:— 

"The  Honorable  the  General  Court  of  the  State  of  Massachusett's  Bay.  Assembled  at 
Boston 

The  Memorial  of  the  Town  of  Glocester  —  Humbly  sheweth, 
That  at  the  ('ommeucmcnt  of  the  present  War  —  Our  Riches  consisted  in  numbers  of 
healthy  Inhabitants,  not  in  Lands  or  Effects  —  who  warmly  espoused  the  cause  of  their 
Country  by  a  voluntary  Enlistment  into  its  service ;  during  the  two  first  Campaigns,  we 
had  upwards  of  220  men  in  the  Field — ^numbers  besides  joined  the  Marine  department  as 
more  suitable  to  their  former  Occupation  — 

When  the  ilon'>^  Congress,  regulated  every  State's  quota  of  men  in  1776,  our  propor- 
tion in  that  arrangment,  was  137  men;  being  the  one  seventh  part  of  our  male  In- 
habitants — 

We  have  in  most  draughts  that  have  been  made,  from  that  time  to  the  present,  been 
called  upon  for  our  Proportioii  according  as  it  was  then  made  of  9G0  men,  without  any 
allowance  for  our  Losses  —  We  have  made  the  Calculation  as  accurate  as  possil)le,  and 
find  l)y  the  number  of  men  we  had  in  1775,  and  the  number  of  Polls  we  had  last  May, 
that  our  Men  diminish  in  the  proportion  of  10  (|^  Cent.  (^  Annum  —  the  Scheme  stands 
thus, 

Ratable  Polls  in  1775  were 1053 

deduct  10  ^  Cent 105 

Men  in  the  Year  1776 948 

10  ^  Cent,  deducted, 94 

Heads  in  the  Year  1777 854 

10  ^  Cent  deducted, 85 

Heads  in  1778, 769 

10  ^  Cent,  deducted, 77 

Polls  in  1779,  . 692 

which  number  of  Polls  agrees  with  the  Town's  Books  the  Current  Year  within  four,  and 
is  agreable  to  the  return  made  lay  us  last  year  within  five,  as  you  may  see  by  said 
retuVn  —  ^  . 

We  address  ourselves  to  the  Justice  of  this  Honorable  Court  whether  it  is  agreable 
to  the  strict  Equity,  we  hope  is  intended  &  meant,  to  be  called  upon  still  fur  our  pr.ipor- 
tion  of  men;  when  they  diminish  in  numl^ei'S,  so  very  fast  —  for,  unless  their  places  be 
supply'd  by  Youth  coming  of  Age  —  or  Strangers  settling  here  —  a  ten  Years  war,  (if  we 
'  were  to  lose  as  we  have  done)  would  extinguish  all  our  male  Inhabitants.     Fifty  two 

Youths  have  ))een  Enrolled  the  three  last  Years — Very  few  strangers  incline  to  settle  in 
Cape  Ann.  —  The  Loss  of  numbers  of  our  I'eople  is  not  our  only  Misfortune,  (tho'  a 
great  one,)  loss  of  Property  hath  accompanied  it;  In  1775,  When  the  General  Alarm  of 
War,  sounded  in  the  Ears  of  All  — Our  most  active,  wealthy  Inhabitants  —  Thro'  dread 
of  having  their  Houses  burned,  and  Interest  destroy'd  — moved  from  Cape  Ann  to  places 
of  greater  security,  —  carrying  their  Effects  with  them  and  not  returning  since  —  We  are 
deprived  of  Two  great  sujiports  of  any  Community,  Viz'.  Wealth  (Sf  Numbers  —  had  I'hsy 
have  continued  with  us,  The  Wealth^  that  since  lias  flow'd  into  New  bury- Port,  Hoston  — 
and  other  places  thro' <Ae»- means — •  would  have  Centred  here;  —  Loss  of  Merchants  and 
their  property  by  moving  out  of  Cape  Ann,  has  lieen  followed,  by  the  removal  of  Num- 
bers of  our  most  Industrious  Men  elsewhere,  for  want  of  Employment  here  — That  thoie 
who  remained —  were  Gentlemen  —who  could  not  dispose  of  their  Situations  —  Numbers 
of  Poor  that  could  not  move  away  —  And  the  Familys  of  Soldiers  in  the  service  —  Our 
Scituation  is  very  jieculiar  —  having  but  little  Intercourse  with  the  Country  —  We  live 
on  an  Island  .Joined  to  the  Main,  by  a  narrow  neck  of  Land  —  consequently,  receive  but 
little  Benefit  from  Travellers  —little  or  no  benefit  accrues  to  us,  from  the  War  —  or  the 
necessities  of  the  Community — That  if  we  have  Interest  as  a  Town  or  as  Individuals,  it 
must  have  Ijeen  acquired  either  by  tlie  prodnec  of  our  Farms  —  by  Privateering  —  Or  l»v 
Trading  to  Sea  in  .Merchant  men— An  Exact  List  was  given  in  by  us  last  Year,  of  the 
number  of  Acres  of  all  sorts  of  Land  in  the  whole  Town  by  which,  you  will  perceive  we 
have  but  853  Acres  of  Arable,  —  Orcharding  —  and  Mowing  Land  in  the  whole  —  which  do 
not  produce  enough  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life,  to  support  the  Town  Two  Months  in  the 
Twelve  —  It  seems  —  Heaven  never  intend,  that  Cape  Ann  should  be  supported  — l)y 
Farming  —  Our  Support  arose  from  the  Fishery  —  hence  so  many  persons  in  so  poor  & 
rocky  a  place  at  the  Comm"ncment  of  the  War  — 
Tiie  second  way,  we  can  be  supposed  to  have  acquir'd  Money,  must  be  —  by  Privateer- 
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ing—  The  Candor  of  the  Honorable  Court  will  Tnaulgo  us  with  stating  that  matter  as 
concisely  as  we  can—  In  1776,  we  titted  oui  Two  Schooners  about  one  lialf  of  Each 
owned  in  this  Town—  One  was  successful,  the  other, unfortunate, —  she took  nothing  — 
The  lirst  took  Two  Ships  &  a  Schooner,  with  West  India  produce  'on  Board  —  The 
produce  sold  at  the  stated  price  then  set  by  the  General  Court  —  The  Privateer  was  taken 
by  the  Enemy,  the  next  Cruise  —  in  Two  or  Thi-ee  days  after  she  went  out  —  With  that 
Prize  Money,  the  next  Year  we  fitted  out  two  Brigantincs,  as  Privateers  —  One  of  them 
in  Company  with  another  Brigantiue  took  two  Jamaica  Ships  &  carried  them  into  France 

—  They  were  seized  there  by  English  Merchants  —  and  'tho'  the  Captors  &  Owners 
reeeiv'd  a  certain  sum  afterwards,  —  what  with  Expences  in  procuring  it  — The  depreciated 
state  it  was  in  when  reeeiv'd  —  it  came  to  very  little  — 

The  other  Brigantine  was  half  own'd  in  Town  — she  captur'd  a  Brigantine  laden  with 
Wine  &  Salt,  &  One  with  — Green  Fish,  the  Wine  sold  for  £45  i^  Quarter  Cask,  the  Salt  — 
30/  4^*  Bushel  —  This  Brigantine  and  her  Crew  (chiefly  Cape  Ann  men)  have  never  been 
heard  of  since  — the  last  Year,  we  did  nothing—  We'  Own  about  one  half  of  a  ship  — 
thats  now  out  'on  a  Cruise,  she  has  sent  in  two  provision  Vessels  —  This  is  the  Sum  of  our 
privateering  — Had  we  been  of  snlficient  abiliiy  to  have  kept,  even  what  few  Goods  we 
had  come  in,  we  should  have  reap^'  the  l)enefit  of  that  measure—  but  we  were  necessitated 
to  sell,  to  get  Cash  to  carry  on  our  Business —    That  Money  immediately  gi'owing  worse 

—  and  necessaries  high  — Families  to  support  —  Taxes  to  pay  — but  little  income  —  and 
that  daily  lessening  or  diminishing—  The  Hon^j  Court,  will  reasonably  infer,  that  it 
must  be  (as  it  really  is)  almost  all  spent—  what  may  have  indnc'd  people  in  general  to 
think  our  Ciix-umstances  much  better  than  they  are,  or  were,  hath  been  as  we  conceive, 
from  their  apprehending,  that  the  numljer  of  Prizes  putting  into  Cape  Ann  from  time  to 
time  were  more  or  less  own'  by  the  Inhabitants  but  the  reverse  of  that  is  the  case  —  We 
have  a  fine  Ilarlwur,  &  numbers  of  Prizes,  belonging  to  other  Towns,  put  in  here  first 
when  they  come  in  from  Sea,  to  make  a  Harbom--  hence  the  news  of  so  many  Ijeing  in 
Cape  Ann  — but  they  go  out  again  when  the  Wind  is  fair  —  without  any  Benefit  to  us  at 
all,  except  the  pleasing  reflection  of  our  Neighbour's  success,  'tho'  we  oursehes  were 
unfortunate  — 

The  other  &  last  way  mentioned  to  have  money  nmst  be  fi-om  trading  to  Sea  in  Mer- 
chantmen—  You  will  please  to  indulge  us  with  stating  that  matter — In  April  1775,  We 
had  Eighty  sail  of  Fishing  Schooners  which  averaged  fifty  Tons  is  4000  — 

In  fureisn  Merchantmen  —  Coasters  &  Fishing  Boats  1000  Tons  — 

The  whole  of  all  the  Vessels  owned  in  Town  improV  or  not  falls  shoit  of  2040  Tons  — 
We  have  been  peculiarly  unsuccessful  in  our  foreign  Trade  — since  last  fall  we  have  lost 
690  odd  Tons  of  Vessels  with  their  Cargoes,  all  capt"ured  by  the  Enemv  — 

The  whole  of  the  Merchantmen  wo'have  now  at  Sea,  consists  of  one  half  of  a  small 
ship,  the  other  half  own''  in  Boston  — whether  she  ever  returns  or  not  is  uncertain,  she 
has  never  been  heard  of  since  she  sail's  —  Thus  Gentlemen,  we  have  endeavoured  to  State 
our  real  Situation,  respecting  the  only  method  we  could  get  Money  by  —  we  have  miscar- 
ried in  them  all  —  Our  Numbers  Annually  diminish—  Our  Farms'don't  deserve  the  name 

—  Our  Privateering  Effects  almost  all  spent — Our  Merchandizing  almost  ruin^  us- a 
very  numerous  Poor  to  support  upwards  of  750  of  that  Class  that  Ji've  chiefly  'on  Charity 

—  In  a  Word,  we  are  very  poor,  and  very  much  atfected  by  the  War— We  rely  'on  the 
Justice  of  the  Honourable  Court  who  have  given  us  a  Rule  to  be  our  guide  in  Town 
Aft'.iirs  Viz'.  '  If  any  Individual  is  overtaxed,  in  the  Town  Assessment  —  upon  Application 
to  the  Assessors,  wiih  a  State  of  their  Circumstances,  they  are  to  be  Abated'  —  We  are 
assured,  when  the  General  Court  weighs  our  Situation,  they  will  follow  so  equital)le  a 
Rule — We  boast  of  our  attachment  in  General  to  the  public  Weal,  We  are  not  against 
bearing  our  proportion  of  the  public  Burthens —  But  if  y»  above  Rule  holds  good  respect- 
ing an  Individual  in  a  Town,  by  A  —  parity  of  reason,  it  holds  good  in  respect  to  a  Town 
in  a  Stare —  We  are  taxed  in  yo  last  Tax  Bill  more  than  We  can  pay.  If  the  Hon"^'"  Court 
would  Delegate  a  Comm''''  to  examine  into  our  Circumstances,  they  will  We  are  assured, 
corroborate  the  representation  we  have  given  — 

We  are  Assured  the  Honi^!^  Court  were  influenced  by  Patriotic  motives  in  laying  so 
heavy  a  Tax — Viz',  to  call  a  large  sum  out  of  Circulation,  to  render  the  remainder  of 
more  value—  by  which  means,  the  high  prices  of  y  necessaries  of  life  would  be  lowered, 
&  many  other  benefits  would  accrue  to  this  as  well  as  y^  States  in  General  but  thro'  y 
foremeutioncd  niisf  )rtunes,  we  are  not  in  a  capacity  to  pay  a  high  Tax.  We  verily  believe 
if  all  yp  Money  in  Town  were  collected  into  one  Sum;  it  would  fall  short  of  y®  Sum  set 
upon  this  L'own.  AVe  are  Poor,  We  lay  Ourselves  at  y^  Feet  of  Our  political  Fathers,  We 
pray  an  Abatement  in  y«  very  large  sum  set  upon  this  Town  to  pay,  as  we  are  unable  to 
pay  it,  if  it  is  insisted 'on  —  We  are  desirous  of  doing  as  far  as  we  are  able  —  Your  Paternal 
Indulgence  in  this  respect  will  encourage  us  —  And  as  in  Duty  bound  will  Ever  pray, — 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Glocester  regularly  called  for  the  Purpose,  on  the  17"'  of 
August  1779  the  above  was  unanimously  Voted 

Attested  James  Porter    Town  Clerk  pr  Order. — 
lUd.,ro'.\%o,p.2b\. 

On  the  loth  of  December,  the  committee  to  whom  the  above  memorial  was  referred, 
reported  a  resolve,  appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  Gloucester,  "to  view  the  situation 
and  circumstances  of  the  town,  and  to  confer  with  the  inhabitants  on  the  subject  of  their 
memorial,  and  report  to  this  House,  at  their  next  session,  what  they  think  proper  to  be 
done  for  the  relief  of  said  town."  This  resolve  passed  the  House,  but  was  nonconcurred 
by  the  Council,  on  the  18th,  and  laid  upon  the  table.  On  the  same  day,  however,  the  fol- 
lowing order  was  passed  by  the  House :  —  ' 
"State  of  Massachusetts-Bay     In  the  House  of  Representatives  Deer  \^^^  1779 

On  Motion  —  Order'd.    That  M-  Choate,  Maj-  Ilosmer  &  Coll  Brown  of  Reading  be  a 
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Cbmmittee  to  repair  to  the  Town  of  Glocester,  to  view  the  situation  &  circumstances  of  the 
Town,  &  to  confer  with  the  Inhabitants  on  the  subject  of  their  Memorial,  &  report  to  this 
House  at  their  next  Session  what  they  thinli  proper  to  be  done  for  the  Relief  of  said 
Town —  John'Hancock     Speaker."  —  7Z*?V/.,  ro/.  22S, />.  ;5. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  Gloucester,  the  committee  were  presented  with  the  followmg 
address :  — 

"To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  from  the  Honble  Court  to  inspect  the  situation  of 
the  Town  of  Gloucester  —  Gentlemen 

We  gave  you  occular  demonstration  respecting  the  poverty  of  the  Land  of  this  Town 
that 'tis  chiefly  Rocks,  noway^  capable  of  cultivation,  nor  even  as  pasture,  in  any  propor- 
tion to  a  like  number  of  Acres  in  any  Town  in  this  state  —  You  had  an  opportunity  at  the 
same  time  of  perceiving  that  the  dwelling  houses  are  chiefly  Huts  inhabited  by  Widows  & 
poor  Family's — You  inspected  the  Circumstances 'of  our  Wharffs  &  Warehouses,  that 
they  are  in  a  ruinous  situation  for  want  of  improvement,  the  Warehouses  &  Sheds  pulling 
down,  by  the  great  number  of  Poor  that's  almost  starving—  With  this  you  have  a  list  of 
the  Poor  Widows  which  we  shewed  you  —  We  would  inform  you  that  the  number  of 
Souls  in  the  Town  is  about  four  thousand  of  Men,  Women,  &  Children  —  That  near  one 
Quarter  of  which  are  Widows  &  Orphans,  to  support  them  with  other  poor  Families  we 
have  but  aV)out  500  Rateable  polls  —  the  whole  of  the  Grain  to  support  them  is  about 
6000  Bushels,  which  makes  it  but  about  one  bus'.  &  a  half  to  a  persimin  a  year,  the  Re- 
mainder is  purchased  out  of  Town  at  a  large  additional  expence,  which  over  price  more 
than  what  others  have  it  for  where  it  grows  would  go  a  great  way  in  paying  our  Taxes  — 
other  provisions  used  in  Town  is  in  the  same  proportion  —  we  only  hint  these  matters  to 
you  which  you  will  improve  on  by  your  own  good  sense —  We  have  about  1900  head  of 
Horses  &  horned  Cattle  in  Town  with  about  1900  sheep  accordiiig  to  the  valuation  taken 
in  1778,  and  have  about  36 1  Tons  of  English  hay  and  870  Tons  of  Salt  hay  to  support 
them  with  which  is  about  three  Quarters  enough,  the  other  Quarter  costs  very  dear  both 
by  Land  &  Water  — 

With  this  yoxi  have  a  State  of  our  Trade  which  is  as  exact  as  possibly  could  be  Ascer- 
tained, by  which  you  perceiue  that  almost  all  our  Vessels  that  we  sent  out  were  taken  — 
we  lost  of  our  original  Stock  about  160,000£  out  of  200,000£  odd  which  was  our  Stock  in 
Trade  in  79  —  This  is  a  summary  State  Gentlemen  of  what  we  endeavoured  to  convince 
you  of,  and  doubt  not  you  will  represent  it  to  the  Honb'e  Court  as  it  ueally  is  —  and  for 
them  Reasons,  pray  Relief  from  Taxation  untill  we  arc  in  a  situation  to  pay  them. — 
We  are  Gentlemen  your  Obed'  Serv'*  —  Peter  Coffin       ^  ('ommittee 

Joseph  Foster      >  of  Glocester."— 
Barnett  Haskin  3  Ibid.,  p.  5. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  the  committee  made  the  following  report  to  the  House, 
which  was  adopted,  in  the  nature  of  a  resolve,*  by  both  branches  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusets  Bay    In  The  House  of  Representatives  May  —  5|  — 1780 

The  committe  Appointed  to  Repair  to  the  Town  of  Glocester  i'o  View  the  situation  and 
circumstances  of  the  Town  and  confer  with  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Subject  of  their 
[memtjorial  and  Report  what  may  be  Proper  to  be  done  for  the  Relief  of  said  Town  — 
Have  Attended  That  service  and  after  Carefully  inquireing  into  the  Circumstances  of  the 
Town  —  Aske  Leave  to  Report  as  Their  oppinion  that  the  I'own  of  Glocester  be  Abated  the 
one  half  of  their  State  and  contenautal  Tax  contained  in  the  Two  Last  Assessments  and  in 
that  Proportion  in  futer  untill  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court  — 

Read  &  accepted  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spkr 

In  Council  Mav  5  1780        Read  &  Concurr  [ed  f]  Sam^  Adams    Secr>' 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].—  Ibid.,  p.  1. 

A  resolve  granting  relief  to  the  town  of  Boothb.ay,  applied  to  the  next  tax  act  as  well  as 
this.    It  is  therefore  given  in  the  note  to  chapter  49,  post. 

in  a  petition  dated  April  3,  1780,  and  read  in  the  House  on  the  fifth  of  June,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  plantation  of  "Cambden,"  represented  that  they,  "being  a  small  place,  next 
adjoining"  to  Thomaston,  and  embracing  not  more  than  twonty  families,  "the  oldest 
about  ten  years'  standing,"  were  called  mjon,  by  that  town,  to  pay  part  of  the  taxes  set 
upon  Thomaston;  that  in  its  distressed  situation  this  infant  settlement  was  "  incapable  of 
bearing  the  burden  of  a  tax,  they  having  undergone  the  greatest  sufferings  from  the  enemy, 
by  fire  and  famine; "  that  they  were  settled  on  a  l)av,  to  which  their  vessels,  formerly  em- 
ployed in  transporting  wood  (which  was  almost  the  sole  business  of  the  place),  had  been 
confined  during  the  war,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  whose  special  resentment 
they  had  incurred  by  "  being'the  first  that  opposed  them  in  swearing  the  inhabitants;" 
that  they  could  not  think  the  General  Court  meant  that  they  should  be  assessed  for  tins 
tax,  although,  by  law,  they  were  obliged  to  pay  it ;  wherefore  they  prayed  that  they  might 
be  relieved,  by  the  postponement  of  this  tax  until  they  should  be  better  able  to  pay  it,  that 
so  the  danger  might  be  averted  of  destroying  a  settlement  which  in  the  future  might  help 
defray  the  public  charge,  as  in  the  past  it  had  "  contributed  to  the  good  of  the  states  by 
repeatedly  sending  "  its  "  full  complement  of  men  into  the  war,  with  the  greatest  despatch, 
and  every  other  thing  in  "  its  "  power." 

This  petition  was  forthwith  referred  to  Messrs.  Frost,  Tyler  and  Small,  who,  as  "  no 
papers  nor  nothing  appears  before  the  committee,  only  the  petition,"  reported  a  resolve 
that "  said  petition  should  lay  on  the  table  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court."  No 
action  upon  this  report  has  been  discovered ;  but,  by  the  resolve  of  Nov.  7,  1780,  printed  in 

*  Printed  reaolves  of  the  Mareb  aesslon,  chapter  COXCn.  t  Manuscript  mntilated. 
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the  note  to  17S0,  cliapter  16,*  one-Iialf  of  the  next  state-tax  set  upon  Thomaston,  -^aa 
abated 

While  tlie  tax  imposed  by  this  chapter  was  draining?  the  resources  of  the  people,  the 
following  resolve,  passed  by  Congress,  afforded  them  temporary  relief :  f  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  several  states  he  excused  from  ]iaying  into  the  treasury  two  thirds 
of  tlie  monies  which  they  were  called  on  to  raise  monthly  for  the  use  of  tlie  United  States 
by  the  resolution  of  the  sixth  f)f  Octolier,  1779  "  —  Journals  of  Congress :  Feb.  25,  1780. 

The  resolve  hereunder  given,  on  the  following  petiiiun  to  the  General  Court,  from  the 
Board  of  War,  was  agreed  upon  by  a  committee  of  conference,  consisting  of  Samuel 
Adams,  Timothy  Daniclson  and  'L'imothy  Edwards,  of  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Davis  Of 
Boston,  Capt.  Wales  and  General  Warren,  of  the  House :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  — 

To  the  Hoiible  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled — 

The  Board  of  War  beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent  —  That  they  have  been  ever  im- 
pressed with  the  warmest  wishes  to  promote  and  have  made  every  exertion  to  forward  the 
Public  Service,  and  do  again  as  they  have  repeatedly  done  heretofore  assure  your  Hon- 
ors, that  those  wishes  still  continue  io  influence  them,  &  that  such  exertions  shall  never 
on  their  part  be  wanting  — 

But  it  is  with  regret  they  must  inform  your  Honors,  that  such  is  the  exhausted  State  of 
their  Finances,  that  it  is  totally  impracticable  to  comply  with  the  Resolve  of  Court  of 'iS"" 
Instant  for  supplying  Machias,  as  also  the  Orders  of  the  llouble  Council  of  the  same 
date,  grounded  on  a  Resolve  of  Court  of  the  15'j^  of  the  present  Month  — 

Annexed  ai-e  the  estimates  of  supplies  necessaiy  for  those  Services,  which  we  shall  sub- 
mit to  your  Honors  with  this  only  remark,  that  tlie  Beef  &  Pork  with  the  Ordnance  Stores, 
we  have  on  hand,  for  the  rest  the  Money  must  be  immediately  furnished  — 

Already  overwhelmed  in  Debt  which  the  very  small  &  slow  Payments  we  receive  from 
the  Treasurer  does  not  enable  us  to  discharge,  the  urgent  calls  from  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral &  Commissaries  of  Sea  Coast  men  for  Bread  &  smaller  Rations,  the  Ofliceis  of  the 
Army  loud  in  their  demands  for  their  Cloathing,  which  for  want  of  Money  we  cannot 
procure  and  supply,  the  very  extraordinary  Expence  in  fitting  the  Ship  Protector  for  Sea, 
—  the  demands  from  the  late  and  present  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  the  Train  for  Arrear- 
ages of  Cloathing  both  for  themselves  and  Soldiers, —  the  late  Order  for  purchasing  two 
Armed  Vessels,  with  the  present  Order  for  supplies  for  the  Eastern  Department, — 

the  various  and  almost  numberless  Orders  that  we  I'eceive  from  Court  &  Council  for 
Miscellaneous  services,  added  to  the  enormous  Debt  due  on  the  unhappy  Penobscot  Ex- 
pedition,—  as  also  for  Cloathing  purchased  for  the  Officers  on  Credit,  and  for  which  Pay- 
ment is  very  importunately  demanded  —  these  things  may  it  please  your  Honors  have  & 
will  involve  us  in  difficulties  &  embarrassments  to  us  very  distressing,  &  we  fear  almost 
inextricable, —  our  task  is  hard  indeed,  with  every  disposition  on  our  side  to  carry  into 
effect  your  Honors  Orders,  were  we  so  enaliled,  we  are  obliged  to  spend  mar  half  our  time 
in  hearing  our  Dunners,  &  excusing  the  nakedness  of  Government,  &  patiently  submitting 
to  hear  every  reflection  for  not  complying  with  their  various  pressing  demands  —  These 
may  it  please  your  Honors  are  melancholy  truths  &  which  we  doubt  not  will  engage  that 
serious  consideration  the  importance  of  the  objects  may  appear  to  deserve —  for  our  Duty 
impels  us  to  represent  to  your  Honors,  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  any  longer  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  Business  of  our  department,  unless  very  large  Sums  of  Money  are  not  only 
granted,  but  paid  to  us  for  that  purpose, — 

By  Order  of  the  Board 

Sam  Phps  Savage 
War  Office,  Boston,  March  29*  1780,"—  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  227,  p.  6. 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  31'  1780 

t  On  the  Representation  of  the  Board  of  War  Seting  forth  the  Necessity  of  their  being 
Emmeadictly  Suplicd  with  a  Sum  of  Money  to  Enable  them  to  Execute  the  orders  of 
Govcrment  —  Resolved,  that  their  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  state  ^  (from  the 
monie  now  Lodged  there  as  a  part  of  this  States  Proportion  of  the  Continental  Tax)  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  Pounds  they  to  be  accountable  for  the  Expenditure  of 
the  same,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  herebj'  Directed  to  Replace  the  said  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds  from  the  Taxes  or  other  monies  that  he  may  hereafter  Recive, 
which  is  not  otherwais  Appropriated  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  April  -V]   1780    Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  A  — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avert    D  Se^  — 

At  A  insert  to  the  Board  of  War 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  3,  1780       Bead  &  concurrd 

John  Hancock    Spk' 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  p.  1. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  plantation  of  New  Providence  had  tried,  several  times,  to  secure 
the  passage  of  an  act  annexing  them  to  one  of  the  adjoining  towns.  These  attempts 
having  proved  unsuccessful,  as  shown  in  the  note  to  chapter  o3,  post,  they  improved  the 
opportunity  presented  in  the  present  tax  act,  where,  for  the  first  time,  they  had  been  taxed 
as  a  separate  community,  to  renew  their  application  for  corporate  privileges,  on  the  ground 
that  they  had  no  authority,  in  their  unincorporate  condition,  to  assess  and  collect  the  tax 
laid  upon  them  by  the  General  Court.  One  of  the  results  of  this  application,  was  th© 
passage  of  the  following  resolve  ^^ :  — 

*  P.  1463,  post. 

t  But  see  note  to  chapter  40,  p.  1339,  post;  resolve  of  Congress  of  March  IS,  1780. 

X  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CXV.  §  Ibid.,  September  session,  1T79,  chapter  01. 
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"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  September  29  1779. 

Whereas  application  has  Ijcen  made  to  this  Court  Ijy  the  Inhabitants  of  a  Plantation 
called  New  Providence  in  the  County  of  Berlishu-e  for  an  Order  to  pass,  impowerlng  them 
to  assci^s  and  Collect  the  Sum  Set  on  them  in  the  last  Tax  Act. — And  Whereas  it  has 
been  represented  that  divers  other  Plantations  have  made  no  return  on  the  warrants  issued 
by  the  Treasiu-er  for  assessing  the  Sums  set  on  them  respectively.  — 

Resolved  That  the  Treasm-cr  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  forthwith  to  issue  his  Precept 
to  some  Justice  of  th  i  Peace  dwellin,'  near  to  such  Plantations  requiring  him  to  Grant 
his  warrant  for  calling  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof  agreealile  to  an  act  pass'd 
AD  1761  intituled  'An  Act  providing  for  the  Levying  and  Collecting  of  Taxes  in  Planta- 
tions tliat  are  not  incorporated  '  —  And  the  Inhabitants  (jf  sueh  Plantations  at  such  meet- 
ings respective'y  shall  proceed  to  choose  the  i  roper  offl.ers  for  assessing  &  collecting  the 
Sums  Set  on  them  in  the  last  Tax  Act,  as  well  as  the  Suais  due  on  former  assessments, 
whereof  the  Treasurer  in  his  I'rccept  to  the  Justice,  and  the  Justice  in  his  warrant  for 
calling  said  meeting  shall  give  a  particular  account  —  And  sueh  Justice  shall  cause  re- 
turn to  him  to  be  made  of  the  names  of  the  officers  chosen  at  sueh  meetings  and  Trans- 
mit a  List  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  without  delay  —  An  I  the  assessors  and  Collectors  so 
chosen  shall  proceed  in  every  respect  as  in  said  act  is  directed  &  sliall  have  the  same 
Power  &  be  Subject  to  the  same  Penalties  as  like  officers  in  Incorporated  Towns. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"' 

In  Council  Septem.  29t!i  1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Sey 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  l)y  sixteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  221,  p.  167. 

The  act  of  1761-62,  chapter  16,  providing  for  the  levying  and  collecting  of  taxes  in  un- 
incorporated plantations  was  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  chapter,  having 
been  contiimed  by  1769-70  chapter  4;  1770-71,  chapter  6;  and  by  1770-76.  chapter  U  to 
Nov  1,  1779  "  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  General  Court, 
and  no  longer."  The  plantation  of  New  Providence  notu  i:hstandmg  the  fact  that  the  pub- 
lic tax  thereon  assessed  had  been  included  in  the  tax  laid  on  tlie  town  of  Lauesborongh, 
seems  to  have  been  precisely  within  the  category  to  which  the  act  of  1761  was  applicable, 
and  no  allegation  of  reasons  for  supposing  that  that  act  did  not  apply  has  been  discovered, 
among  the  papers  tiled  with  the  petition  of  the  inlialjitants  for  separate  incorporation. 

In  the  note  to  cliapter  9  of  the  acts  of  the  next  year,  however,  (p.  1413,  post), it  is  shown 
that  although  the  plantation  of  New  Providence  was  assessed  separately  under  the  present 
chapter,  this  fact  was  not  talien  into  consideranon  in  fixin,'  the  amount  of  the  tax  to  lie 
assessed  on  Lauesborongh,  and  this  may  have  been  the  foundation  of  a  belief  that  the  tax 
on  this  plantatioQ  had  been  laid  througli  inadvertence. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  house  of  Representatives  Jantiary  ISi."*  1780 

*  Whereas  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Collectors  of  public  taxes  should  be  punctual 
in  the  payment  of  the  same  when  they  become  due  — 

Resolved  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  hereby  is  du-ected  to  Issue  his 
Executions  on  the  Third  Wednesday  of  March  next  against  all  Collectors  of  public  taxes, 
who  shall  be  deficient  in  their  payments  of  taxes  that  shall  become  due  on  the  last  day  of 
February  next. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  That  the  several  sheriffs  to  whom  said  Executions  shall  be 
sent  are  dhected  to  govern  themselves  agree  to  a  resolve  of  this  Court  of  the  17"'  Decem- 
ber last  directing  the  Treasurer  to  send  his  Executions  to-delinqitent  collectors 

And  it  is  further 

Resolved  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  publish  this  Resolve  in  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  News  papers  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  Jan>  14*.  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveiit    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  seventeen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  226,  p.  134. 
•'  State  of  Masjaehiisetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  IS"'  1780 

t  Whereas  liy  a  Late  Resolve  of  this  House  Past  Jan'j  13'j>  1780  The  Treasm-er  of  this 
State  was  Dircted  to  Issue  his  Executions  on  all  those  Collectors  of  public  taxes  who 
should  be  deficient  in  thei*;  payment  of  Taxes  that  should  l)ecome  due  on  the  third  Wed- 
nesday of  march  Ins'^  And  whereas  it  is  Represented  to  this  Coiurt  that  by  unavoideble 
misfortuins  the  Collectors  of  Publick  taxes  for  sundri  Towns  In  this  state  Could  not 
Gather  thier  several  Taxes  by  that  time  — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  state  be  &  hereby  is  directed  to  suspend  sending 
his  Executions  to  the  several  Collectors  In  said  state  untill  the  Eighteenth  Day  of  April 
next  any  Resolve  of  this  Court  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk 

In  Council  March  IS'.  17S0    Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveuy    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  council].  —  Ibid.,  p.  244. 

The  following  resolves  of  Congress  applied  to  the  collection  of  all  taxes  due  on  account 
of  the  United  States  to  March  1,  1780,  including  a  portion  of  the  first  moiety  of  the  tax 
assessed  by  this  chapter.  No  state  legislation,  however,  providing  for  the  enforcement  of 
these  resolves  has  been  discovered :  — 

"  Whereas  it  is  represented  that  large  arrears  are  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  sundry  of 
these  states  for  provision,  forage  and  other  articles,  furnished  by  them  to  the  departments 
of  the  commissary  general  of  pmxhases  and  quartermaster  general  for  the  public  service, 
and  for  which  they  have  received  notes  or  certificates,  signed  by  persons  appointed  to  pur- 
chase the  said  articles,  the  payment  whe.cof  hath  boon  delaj'^cd,  to  the  prejudice  of  many 
of  the  holders,  and  for  which" money  cannot  in  the  present  circumstances  Iw  issued  from 
the  treasuiy :  therefore 

*  Printed  rGSolvos  of  the  December  session,  ch;ipter  CXXIX. 
t  Ibid.,  Jlursh  Bossioa,  cUai>ter  XXXU. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states  wherein 
such  notes  or  certificates  have  been  heretofore  given,  and  remain  unpaid,  to  impower  the 
collectors  of  the  continental  taxes,  due  to  the  first  of  March  last,  to  receive  in  payment 
thereof  such  notes  or  certificates  from  the  persons  in  whose  names  they  have  been  given, 
on  the  following  conditions ; 

That  the  persons  paying  in  the  said  notes  or  certificates  indorse  the  same  to  the  collec- 
tors, who  may  receive  them,  and  also  take  an  oath  or  afBrmation,  before  a  magistrate, 
that  they  have  been  obtained  for  the  value  and  the  articles  therein  expressed,  delivered  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  no  payment  bath  been  made ;  which  oath  or 
aflSrmation  shall  be  indorsed  on  each  note  or  certificate : 

That  in  cases  when  the  notes  or  certificates  held  by  any  person  shall  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  taxes  due  from  such  person,  at  the  time  they  are  paid  in,  the  surplus  be  credited  by 
the  state  to  such  person,  and  allowed  in  future  taxes,  under  such  checks  and  securities  as 
the  respective  legislatures  may  think  best  suited  to  their  different  modes  of  collection ;  and 
that  such  surplus  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  till  thus  discounted : 

On  passing  the  foregoing  paragraph. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required,  and 

Tt  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  notes  or  certificates,  so  indorsed  and  received  by  the  collectors 
as  aforesaid,  being  by  the  treasurer  of  such  state  delivered  to  the  principals  of  the  respec- 
tive departments,  from  whom  payment  is  due,  or  their  agents  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  receipts  of  the  said  principals  or  agents  making  the  principals  accountable  for  the 
amount  of  the  notes  or  certificates  paid  in  as  aforesaid,  being  lodged  with  the  board  of 
treasury  of  the  United  States;  the  respective  states  shall  thereupon  have  credit  for  the 
same  on  their  quotas  of  taxes  due  to  the  1st  of  March  last;  and  if  the  amount  shall,  in 
any  case,  exceed  the  said  quotas  the  balances  shall  be  paid  to  the  respective  states  to 
whom  they  may  be  due : 

Provided  that  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolution  shall  be  construed  to  exoner- 
ate any  state  from  the  payment  of  orders  already  drawn,  or  to  affect  the  requisition  of 
Congress  of  the  19th  day  of  the  present  month  :  * 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  exclusive  of  the  proviso,  . 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required,  and 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  providing  clause,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative : 

After  which  the  whole  passed  without  a  division." — Journals  of  Congress:  May  26, 

[The  printed  act  used  in  this  edition,  for  comparison  with  the  engrossment  of  this 
chapter,  is  in  the  library  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society.] 

Chap.  31.  In  the  note  to  the  last  preceding  chapter  the  scheme  for  supplying  the  treas- 
ury from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  confiscated  estates,  has  been  mentioned.  At  the  next 
session,  the  supply  thus  provided,  having  proved  inadequate,  a  committee  of  the  House, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Dunbar,  Davis  of  Boston,  Gorham  of  Lunenbui'g,  Davis  of  Oxford, 
and  Perry  of  Medfield,  was  appointed,  '•  to  devise  further  ways  and  means  of  supplying 
the  treasury."    On  the  17th  of  December  this  committee  made  the  following  report :  — 

'*  The  Committee  appointed  to  devise  further  ways  and  means  to  supply  the  Treasury  — 
Beg  leave  to  report  as  thek  Opinion 

!»'       That  it  is  expedient  for  this  State  to  negociate  a  loan  in  Holland  of 
pounds  sterling  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  be  appropriated  as  the  General  Court  shall  think 
proper  — 

2''  In  order  to  give  suitable  encouragement  for  loaning  money  to  this  State  that  a 
promise  of  this  Government  be  made  to  those  persons  who  loan  their  money,  that  when 
they  receive  it,  it  shall  be  made  as  good  as  when  it  was  loaned — And  that  the  Interest  be 
made  equal  to  what  is  allowed  by  Congress  — 

Sd     That  an  Excise  be  laid  on  all  Rum  Spirrits  &  Wine  consumed  in  this  State  — 

44  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  Methodize  and  state  the  public  Aco'''  and  to  call 
Upon  all  those  persoiis  who  have  receiv'd  public  Monies  and  Stores,  (and  who  have  not  yet 
accounted  for  the  same)  be  directed  immediately  to  write  to  each  particular  person,  who  has 
received  monies  and  Stores  as  Aforesaid,  &  call  upon  them  to  settle  their  Accounts  forth- 
with. And  to  require  each  person  to  pay  his  respective  Ballance  in  money  in  those  Cases 
when  public  money  was  receiv'd.  And  "in  Stores  of  the  same  species  in  those  Cases  when 
pul)lic  stores  were  drawn  and  no  sufficient  &  satisfactory  evidence  can  be  giuen  that  they 
were  applyed  to,  and  expended  in  the  public  Service 

5«'>  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  obliging  all  agents  for  the  Companies  of  armed  Vessels 
both  publick  &  private  to  pay  into  the  Publick  Treastiry  any  Shares  or  parts  of  Shares  of 
Prize  money  which  they  Shall  not  have  paid  to  the  Captors  in  months  from  the  Time 

of  their  Reciveing  the  Same."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  137,  />.  257. 

This  report  was  immediately  put  in  the  orders  of  the  day  for  the  afternoon,  "after  an 
injunction  of  secrecy  thereon,"  and  at  the  hour  appointed  it  was  taken  into  consideration, 
and,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  in  the  foiu'th  paragraph,  a  resolve  t  was  passqd, 
"  directing  the  committee  for  stating  accounts,  to  call  upon  each  person  who  has  received 
public  monies  and  stores,  to  settle  for  the  same." 

A  committee  was  appointed  "  to  bring  in  a  bill  agreeably  to  the  reccimmendation  in 
the  fifth  paragraph." 

The  second  paragraph  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Pickering,  Dunbar  and 
Starkweather,  "  who  were  directed  to  enquire  into  the  resolve  of  Congress,  referred  to." 

*  Which  referred  to  Pennsylvania.  

t  Printed  resolves  of  the  December  session,  1779,  chapter  VII. 
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The  third  paragraph,  recommending  the  laying  an  excise  on  spirits,  etc.,  was  rejected. 

The  subject  proposed  in  the  first  paragraph,  was  discussed  with  great  secrecy ;  and, 
after  a  conference  between  the  two  houses,  and  some  urgent  messages  to  the  Council,  to 
take  action  upon  certain  resolves  wliich  had  been  adopted  and  sent  up  by  the  House,  the 
resolves  were  finally  passed,  as  follows :  — 

"  Dec.  24,  1779.  Whereas  it  is  highly  probable  that  great  advantages  may  be  derived 
to  this  State,  by  Obtaining  a  Loan  or  Credit  from  Gentlemen  in  Europe,  for  a  Sum  not 
exceeding  One  hundi-ed  and  Fifty  thousand  pounds  st?  Therefore, 

Resolved,  that  this  Court  will  immediately  take  such  measures,  as  to  them  shall  appear 
effectual  for  Obtaining  such  a  Loan  or  Credit  for  a  Sum  not  exceeding  One  hundred  and 
Fifty  thousand  poimds  Sterling  —  Twenty  thousand  pounds  of  which  to  be  invested  in 
such  articles  as  are  suitable  for  Cloathing  this  States  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army,  to 
be  Shipped  by  the  Ship  Protector,  and  as  m;iny  other  Goods  suitable  for  this  Market,  as 
the  said  Ship  can  take  in,  provided  the  whole  Cost  of  the  Goods  sent  in  said  Ship  docs 
not  amount  to  more  than  forty  thousand  pounds  Sterling,  the  Articles  to  be  purchased  and 
shipped  to  be  detennined  on,  by  a  Committee  of  five  pei'sons  to  be  appointed  by  this 
Comt  by  joint  Ballot,  the  first  Cost  of  said  Goods  to  be  Insured  in  Europe —  The  re- 
mainder of  the  Sums  so  borrow'd  to  be  lodged  in  some  secure  hands  in  Europe,  to  he 
drawn  out  as  the  General  Court  shall  hereafter  direct  by  Bills  of  Exchange  or  Invested 
and  Ship't  in  such  Goods,  as  will  be  most  for  the  advantage  of  this  State,  as  the  aforesaid 
Committee  shall  order,  the  Money  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  Bdls,  or  Goods  to  be 
appropriated,  for  the  payment  of  this  States  proportion  of  the  Continental  Debt.  —  And 
it  is  further. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  "War  be  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to  Man  and  fix  the 
Ship  Protector  for  the  Sea  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  the  Commander  of  said  Ship  be 
directed  to  proceed  with  said  Ship  to  some  Port  in  the  Kingdom  of  France,  and  receive  on 
Board  said  Ship,  such  Goods  as  shall  be  delivered  him,  by  the  Agent  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  this  Court  to  purchase  and  Ship  Goods  on  Account  of  this  State  and  after  tak- 
ing such  papers  and  directions  as  he  may  receive  from  sa'd  Agent,  to  proceed  to  some 
port  in  this  State,  &  upon  his  return  home  carefully  to  Avoid  every  danger  from  the 
Enemy  that  he  possibly  can,  and  whereas  it  will  be  necessary  in  Order  to  Obtain  the  Loan 
or  Credit  aforementiond,  tliat  a  fund  be  Established,  as  a  Security  for  the  payment  of 
the  Debt  that  will  be  hereby  contracted  in  Europe,         Therefore, 

Resolved  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose, 
also. 

Resolved  That  some  Suitable  person  be  appointed  by  this  Court,  and  "Vested  with  proper 
powers  and  Instructions,  by  said  Court,  (or  the  Committee  they  may  appoint  for  this 
purpose)  to  Negotiate  a  Loan  or  Credit,  and  transact  the  Business  aforementioned,  and 
that  he  proceedto  Europe  in  the  Ship  Protector  or  some  other  "Vessell  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  In  Council  Read  &  Concurred  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."  — 
Cotmcil  Records,  vol.  XL.,  p.  197. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Warren,  Davis  of  Boston,  and 
Walley,  of  the  House,  and  Thomas  Gushing  and  Samuel  Adams,  of  the  Council,  was  ap- 
pointed "  to  consider  and  report  what  instructions  "  were  "  proper  to  be  given  to  the  agent 
that  may  be  appointed  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  Holland,  to  the  committee  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed agreeably  to  the  "above  resolves,  "and  to  the  commander  of  the  ship  Protector;" 
and  also  to  report  what  allowance  was  proper  to  be  made  to  the  agent,  for  his  services. 
Col.  Freeman  was  subsequently  appointed  on  this  committee,  in  place  of  Mr.  Davis,  who 
was  excused. 

On  the  5th,  after  some  disagreement  as  to  the  time  of  meeting  to  choose  the  agent  (which 
was  settled  by  a  committee  of  conference),  the  two  branches  joined  in  the  choice  of  James 
Bowdoin,  who  received  fifty-four  out  of  fifty-five  votes  cast.  Mr.  Bowdoin,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  6th,  declined  the  agency  ;  whereupon,  on  the  same  day,  the  two  branches  agreed 
to  meet  on  the  7th,  for  another  choice.  On  the  7th,  this  meeting  was  postponed  to  the  8th, 
when  the  two  houses  came  together  and  proceeded  to  ballot  again.  On  the  first  ballot, 
Nathaniel  Gorham  received  twenty-six  votes,  and  Jonathan  LoringAustin,  eighteen  votes, 
out  of  the  fifty-two  ballots  thrown ;  and  there  was  no  choice.  On  the  second  ballot, 
Gorham  received  twenty-eight  votes,  and  Austin  twenty-nine  votes,  out  of  fifty-eight 
ballots  thrown;  and  again  there  was  no  choice.  On  the  third  ballot,  Austin  was  chosen 
by  thirty-three  votes  out  of  fifty-seven;  and,  on  January  10th,  a  letter  from  him,  accept- 
ing the  appointment,  was  read  in  Council,  and  sent  down. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  message  was  sent  up  from  the  House,  requesting  the  Council  "to 
direct  the  attendance"  of  Mr.  Austin,  "  and  acquaint  him  with  his  appointment,"  etc., 
"  and  the  intention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  keep  the  matter  as  a  secret ; "  and  pro- 
posing that  the  choice  of  a  committee  for  obtaining  such  loan,  be  put  off  "  until  the  after- 
no(m ;"  to  which  the  Council  agreed.  A  proposition  from  the  Council,  by  message, 
through  Samuel  Adams,  to  refer  the  business  of  procuring  the  loan,  to  the  Board  of  War, 
instead  of  a  new  committee,  was  rejected  by  the  House,  on  the  same  day.  This  was  on 
the  8th  of  January.  In  the  afternoon  the  two  houses  met  (having,  in  the  morning,  ar- 
ranged preliminaries,  including  the  choice  of  a  committee  to  collect,  count  and  sort  the 
votes),  and  the  following  persons  were  chosen  to  transact  the  business  mentioned  in  the 
resolves,  with  regard  to  the  loan — each  receiving,  out  of  the  whole  number  of  fifty-five 
ballots  thrown,  the  number  of  votes  hereunder  given  against  his  name :  Thomas  Gushing, 
thirty-eight;  Nathaniel  Gorham,  twenty-eight;  Samuel  Phillips,  thirty-nine;  Caleb 
Davis,  thirty-nine;  Thomas  Walley,  thirty-eight. 

The  business  of  choosing  an  ageiit  and  a  committee,  agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  Decem- 
ber 24th,  having  been  thus  accompHshcd,  the  Assembly  proceeded  to  pass  the  following 
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resolves,  vesting  the  agent  with  the  necessary  power;  authorizing  the  Council  to  issue  his 
commission ;  and  fixing  his  compensation :  — 

'<  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  January  llth  1780 

Whereas  this  Court  have  determined  to  negotiate  a  Loan  or  Credit  in  Europe  for  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  &  Fifty  Thousand  pounds  Sterling  — and  have  appointed  Jona- 
than Loring  Austin  Esq  J,  an  Agent  for  that  purpose  —  therefore 

Resolved  that  Jonathan  Loring  Austin  Esq  r.  be  and  he  hereby  is  accordingly  vested 
with  full  powers  to  negotiate  said  Loan  and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  this  Government  for  the 
repayment  of  the  same,  and  to  prosecute  the  Business  agreeable  to  the  Instructions  he 
may  receive  from  this  Court  and  the  Hofible  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  Commission 
him  accordingly  —  and  it  is  further 

Resolved  that  there  be  allowed  to  the  said  Jonathan  Loring  Austin  Esqr.  Four  hundred 
pounds  Sterling  as  a  Compensation  for  his  services  and  also  his  reasonable  Expences 
paid  :  and  that  he  have  Liberty  to  receive  in  Europe  out  of  the  Loan  or  Credit  so  obtained, 
the  sum  of  Four  hundred  pounds  sterling  over  and  above  his  Expences  and  alsa  such  fur- 
ther sum  as  will  be  necessary  to  furnish  the  Ship  Protector  with  any  Articles  that  may  be 
wanted  for  her  in  Europe  and  wliich  he  is  hereby  impowered  to  furnish  Accordingly  — 
and  it  is  also 

Resolved  that  any  Ballance  that  may  be  due  to  the  said  Jonathan  Loring  Austin 
Esq:,  shall  be  paid  on  his  return  to  this  State  at  the  rate  of  Exchange  as  it  may  then  be 
and  that  he  lay  his  Accounts  before  the  General  Court  for  adjustment  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  Jan.y  U'h  1780  Read  &  Concurred  Jn?.  Avery    D?  Secy 

Consented  to  by  the  Major  part  of  the  Council."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  187,  p.  308. 

The  foregoing  resolves  were  reported  on  the  8th,  by  the  committee  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  on  the  3d  of  January.  The  same  committee  also  reported  written 
instructions,  to  the  agent;  to  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  loan;  and  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  ship  Protector;  — none  of  which,  however,  remain  in  the  archives. 

On  t-ie  loth,  the  Council  issued  the  following  commission :  — 

"  The  Government  &  People  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England  — 
To  all  Persons  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  —  Greeting' 
Whereas  the  Great  &  General  Court  or  Assembly  of  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  at  their  Session  held  by  adjournment  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
December  1779  did  resolve  to  take  effectual  measures  for  obtaining  a  Loan  or 
Credit  in  Europe  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  sura  of  one  hundred  &  fifty  Thousand 
pounds  Sterling  part  of  which  sum  to  be  vested  in  goods  &  shipped  to  this  State,  &  the 
remainder  to  l)e  lodged  in  Europe  for  such  purposes  as  are  mentioned  in  the  said  resolution 
—  And  in  the  same  Session  did  also  make  choice  of  Jonathan  Loring  Austin  Esq";  for 
their  Agent  to  negociate  the  Loan  &  other  business  to  be  negociated  &  done  by  virtue 
of  the  resolution  aforementioned  —  Know  ye  therefore  that  we,  the  major  part  of  the 
Council  of  the  said  State,  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  us,  &  at  the  request  of  the 
said  Great  &  General  Court  or  Assembly,  reposing  confidence  in  the  ability  &  Integrity 
of  the  said  Jonathan  Loring  Austin  have  &  by  these  presents  do  constitute  authorized 
impowered  &  commission  him  to  do  &  transact  all  &  every  part  of  the  business  required 
by  the  resolution  aforesaid  to  be  done  &  transacted  by  the  Agent  chosen  as  aforesaid, — 

In  Testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  Public  Seal  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  aforesaid  to  be  hereunto  affixed  Witness  the  Major  part  of  the  Council  of  the  said 
State  at  Boston  the  day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1780  &  in  the  fourth 

vear  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America."  —  Executive  Records  of  the 
'Council,  vol.  24,  p.  384. 

While  these  i)roceedings  were  taking  place,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  passing  through 
the  regular  stages,  to  enactment  The  original  bill  has  not  been  discovered ;  but  it  appears 
by  the  record  that,  on  the  5th  of  January,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  in  the  Council,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  draught  instnictions,  etc.,  and  that  on  the  8th,  it 
was  read  again  in  the  Council,  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  two 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the  House.  On  the  10th,  an  amendment  was 
adopted,  by  which  the  words  "in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,"  were  substituted,  in  the  engrossment,  for  "  1779,"  as  in  the  original  draught. 
This  change,  evidently,  was  made  in  the  heading  of  the  bill,  which  is  not  retained  in  the 
printed  act  On  the  11th,  the  biU  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of 
the  Council. 

On  the  12th,  the  Assembly  adopted  the  form  of  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  John  Adams,  who 
had  l)een  appointed  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  peace  with  Great  liritaiu,  and  to 
Francis  Dana,  his  secretary  of  legation,  for  the  pm-pose  of  notifying  them  of  the  passage 
of  the  act,  and  of  the  appointment  of  the  agent,  a  copy  of  whose  instructions  were  to  be 
enclosed  with  the  letter.  They  were  specially  lu-ged  to  guard  against  every  event  that 
might  tend  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  agency,  and  to  cooperate  with  the  agent  in  case  of 
his  safe  arrival ;  or,  in  case  of  his  failure  to  reach  his  destination,  to  undertake  the  business 
of  his  commission,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy ;  and  for  this  service  the  letter  was  con- 
sidered sufficient  authority. 

On  the  13th,  the  following  resolve  was  passed,  for  supplying  the  committee  on  the  loan 
with  money  to  enable  them  to  caiTy  out  their  instructions :  -=- 
"  In  the  House  of  Representatives 

Resolved,  That  the  HonbJ.e  Council  be  and  they  hereby  are  requested  to  grant  Warrants 
on  the  Treasury  of  this  State  in  favor  of  the  Hon'?  ^  Thomas  Gushing  Esq^  Nathaniel 
Gorliam  Samuel  Phillips,  Thomas  Wallcy  and  Caleb  Davis  Esq^  who  have  been  Ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  prepare  an  Invoice  of  Goods  to  be  imported  from  Europe,  and 
also  to  procure  a  passage  for  the  Agent  who  is  appointed  to  Negotiate  a  Foreign  Loan,  for 
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snch  snm  of  money  not  exceeding  Five  thousand  pounds,  as  they  may  have  occasion  for 
to  enable  them  to  prosecute  said  Business,  they  to  be  Accountable  for  the  sums  they  shall 
respectively  receive 

In  Council  Head  and  Concurred  Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council." — Council 
Records,  vol.  XL.,  p.  251. 

The  same  day,  another  resolve  was  passed,  giving  the  agent  authority  to  negotiate  a  loan 
in  Spain,  as  follows :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  it  is  probable  the  A^ent  lately  appointed  by  said 
Court  to  procure  a  Loan  in  Europe,  may  be  able  to  procure  part  of  the  same  in  Spain,  & 
Whereas  by  the  Instructions  given  said  Agent,  he  is  not  impowered  to  procure  said  Loan 
in  any  places  except  France  or  Holland—    Therefore, 

Resolved,  !  hat  said  Agent  be  and  he  is  hereby  impowered  to  procure  such  a  part  of  said 
Loan  in  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  as  the  Committee  appointed  to  give  him  additional  In- 
structions, may  think  will  be  for  the  Interest  of  this  .state,  and  he  is  also  impowered  to 
Invest  such  a  part  of  the  Loan  which  he  shall  procure  in  Spain  in  Goods,  as  the  Com- 
mittee aforesaid  may  think  proper,  who  are  also  impowered  to  give  said  Agent  such  further 
directions  respecting  the  Loan  and  Goods  aforesaid  as  they  may  Judge  necessary.  —  pro- 
vided they  do  not  Exceed  the  sum  already  du-ected  to  be  Invested  in  Goods  —  In  Council 
Read  and  Concurred     Consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council."  —  Ibid.,  p.  '2o6 

In  pursuance  of  his  instructions,  Mr.  Austin,  on  the  22d,  took  passage  for  Bilboa  in 
Spain;  but  was  captured  and  carried  a  prisoner  to  England,  where,  not  long  after,  he  was 
liberated,  through  the  intercession  of  friends,  and  because  of  the  difficulty  of  proving 
anything  against  him  sufficient  to  warrant  his  detention, — he  having  thrown  overboard  his 
credentials  and  instructions  before  the  vessel  in  which  he  took  passage  had  been  overtaken 
l)y  her  cai)tor. 

Meanwhile  the  outfit  of  the  ship  Protector,  for  her  intended  voyage,  was  delayed.  The 
season  was  approaching  when  great  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  lii'ets  and 
cruisers  of  tlie  enemy;  and  therefore,  on  tlie  19th  of  April,  the  House  voted  (prol)al)ly  in 
secret  session,  since  the  entries  relating  to  this  Imsiness  were  omitted  from  the  journal) 
"that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  repealing  that  part  of  a  resolve 
which  passed  the  last  session,  whereby  the  ship  Protector  was  ordered  to  Europe."  The 
vote  was  carried,  by  thirty-five  out  of  sixty  members  present ;  and  a  committee  of  three 
members  was  accordingly  appointed,  who  reported  the  following  resolve,  which,  after 
a  vote  to  reconsider  it  had  been  voted  down,  was  passed  in  the  House  by  a  vote  of  forty- 
two  to  thirty-two :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Apr'  19'^  1780 

Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  this  Court  of  Janv  3'}  Last  the  Ship  Protector  was  ordered 
for  Europe  For  certain  purposes  mentioned  in  said  Resolution  and  whereas  the  said  Ship 
was  not  ready  for  Sailing  so  Karly  as  was  then  Expected  and  the  Season  being  so  far  ad- 
vanced that  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to  Expect  the  Sea  Coast  of  this  State  will  be  In- 
fested with  the  Enemyes  Cruisers  which  makes  it  Necessary  to  Retaine  the  said  Ship  —  in 
these  Seas.    Therefore 

Resolved,  that  Each  &  Every  Claiise  in  said  Resolution  which  orders  said  Ship  for  Eu- 
rope be  &  hereby  is  Repeald  and  made  null  &  Void  —  and  the  Board  of  War  are  hereby 
Directed,  to  orderthe  Cruises  of  the  said  Ship  in  Such  manner  as  they  may  Judge  will' most 
Efectualy  Protect  the  Sea  cost  and  Render  the  greatest  advantage  to  tbis  &  the  United 
States  of  Amirica  A 

And  whereas  it  is  of  the  greatest  Importance  that  Speedy  measures  be  adopted  for 
Bringing  tlie  goods  from  Europe  which  have  l)ecn  ordered  to  be  purchased  for  the  army  it 
is  therefore  further  Resolved,  that  the  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  make  out  an 
Invoice  of  Said  Goods  &  give  additional  Instructions  to  the  agent  appointed  to  Negoi- 
ate  a  Forign  Loan,  be  &  they  herel)y  are  Impowered  &  directed  to  take  the  most  Efectual 
!k  Speedy  measures  for  Bringing  Into  this  State  the  said  goods  Togeather  with  any  other 
Goods  purchased  for  this  State  Either  by  agieaing  with  the  owners  of  Private  armed 
Vessels,  to  bring  them  on  freight  or  by  Directing  the  agent  affores'!  to  procure  fraight  for 
them  in  the  Safest  &  Cheapest  maner  he  Can,  in  Europe  or  in  any  other  way  (not  Repug- 
nant to  the  foregoing  Resolutions)  which  the  said  Committee  shall  Judge  will  be  most  for 
the  Intrest  of  this  State,  and  the  said  Committee  are  further  Directed  to  Imbrace  the 
first  Opertunity  of  writing  to  the  agent  aflFores^  Directing  him  not  to  purchase  anymore 
Goods  then  those  articles  which  were  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  army  but  in  Case  he  has 
purchased  those  articles  ordered  for  this  Market  to  Ship  them  in  the  Safest  &  Cheapest 
maner  he  Can    Sent  up  for  (^oncun-ence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  April  20'.ii   1780    Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  A  — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avert    D  Se^ 

at  A  insert  —  ^  hoioever  subject  c  to  the  Orders  of  the  Major  part  of  the  Council  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  21,  1780  Read  &  Concurrd  with  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Honorable  Board,  viz  dele  the  word  hoioever  at  B  — 
and  insert  the  same  word  at  C  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Coimcil  April  21"'.  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se-^  — 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mans.  Archives,  vol.  227,  p.  2.53. 

The  committee  appointed  to  give  instructions  to  the  agent,  was  thereupon  "  empowered 
to  agree  for  a  vessel  to  bring  the  goods  which  the  agent  was  ordered  to  procure."  Before 
this  time,  the  owners  of  the  ship  Mars  had  advertised  ber  for  sale,  on  condition  that 
£900  be  paid  for  her,  in  hard  money;  and  the  subject  of  pnrehasimr  her  having  been  con- 
sidered in  the  House,  on  the  r2th  of  April,  probably  with  favor,  the  Board  of  War,  soon 
after,  purchased  that  vessel,  and  the  question  was  now  put,  in  the  House,  whether  or  not 
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she  should  be  sent  to  France  to  bring  home  the  goods  to  be  procm-ed  by  the  agent.  This 
motion  was  negatived ;  but  a  vote  was  passed,  empowering  the  committee  above  named 
"totalie  such  measures  for  bringing  into  this  state  the  goods  ordered,  as  they  should 
judge  best." 

Upon  his  release  from  imprisonment,  Mr.  Austin  found  his  way  to  the  continent,  and 
energetically  devoted  himself  to  the  business  of  his  commission.  The  duplicates  of  his  in- 
structions, which  had  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Dana,  were  sufficient  credentials  to 
one  who  had  already  formed  an  extensive  acquaintance  in  diplomatic  circles,  as  the  bearer 
of  despatches  conveying  tidings  uf  the  capture  of  Burgoyne;  but  though  he  urged  the 
importance  of  the  success  of  his  mission,  to  tlie  French  court,  and  suggested  to  Vergennes 
and  Sartine  the  certainty  of  an  adequate  and  protitable  return,  in  fish,  beef,  pork  and  lum- 
ber, as  well  as  in  masts  and  spars  for  the  royal  navy,  he  could  obtain  from  them  no  prom- 
ise of  sufficient  assistance,  and  was  equally  unsuccessful  in  liis  applications  to  the  leading 
merchants,  and  manufacturers  of  goods  needed  to  clotlie  and  equip  the  army. 

Letters  having  arrived  from  Europe,  bearin;^  date  as  late  as  the  I7th  of  April,  and  no 
tidings  having  l)een  received  of  the  arrival,  in  Europe,  of  Austin,  or  of  the  vessel  in  which 
he  sailed,  the  couimittec  appointed  to  prepare  schedules  of  goods  to  be  purchased  by  him, 
presented  a  menioiial  to  the  Le^islatui-e,  which  was  first  read  in  Council,  and  was  sent 
down  to  the  House  on  the  20th  of  June,  where  it  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee  of 
five  of  the  leading  members,  who,  thereupon  reported  the  following  resolve  * :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  22,  1780 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  did  at  their  Session  in  January  last  appoint 
Jonathan  Loring  Austin  Esq'',  their  Agent  to  procure  a  loan  of  money  in  Europe,  and  did 
allso  impower  said  Agent  to  purchas  and  ship  on  account  of  this  Goverment  a  quantity 
of  goods  &c  necessary  for  the  Army  and  the  supply  of  the  publici<  magazines  — agreable 
to  such  instructions  and  orders  as  he  might  receive  from  a  Committe  of  the  General 
Court  appointed  &  Authorized  to  give  him  directions  accordingly  — 

And  whereas  the  Committe  afors^  have  represented  to  this  Court  that  M^  Austin 
agreable  to  their  directions  embarked  in  a  Vessell  bound  for  Bilboa  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Spain  in  prosecution  of  his  commission  afors*}  ^and  have  further  represented  that  there 
is  reason  to  suppose  M'"  Austin  has  not  arrived  at  Bilboa  afor^  in  consiquence  of  which 
some  further  measures  are  become  necessary  to  carry  the  good  purposes  of  the  resolve  of 
January  last  into  execution  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Board  of  Warr  be  directed  and  they  are  hereby  accord- 
ingly directed  to  fit  the  Ship  Mars  Simeon  Sampson  Esqr  commander  for  sea  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  when  so  fitcd  deliver  said  Ship  over  to  Thomas  Cushmg  Esq";  and  others 
the  Committe  of  the  General  Court  appointed  to  manage  the  business  of*  the  foreign 
loan  aforsd  whose  Orders  in  all  matters  touching  the  destination  of  the  Ship  Mars 
Cap'.  Sampson  or  other  commanding  Offlcer  of  said  Ship  are  hereby  required  and  directed 
to  obey  — 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Committe  afors<i  be  directed  and  they  are  hereby 
accordingly  directed  to  order  Cap'.  Sampson  in  the  Ship  Mars  to  repair  with  the  utmost 
dispatch  to  Nants  or  such  other  port  in  the  Kingdom  of  France  as  they  shall  judge  best  in 
order  to  bring  into  this  State  such  goods  as  the  Committe  afors'i  may  think  proper  to 
order  in  her,  and  the  Committe  afors'i  are  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  order  any 
other  or  additional  quantitys  of  goods  on  account  of  this  State  in  such  other  Ships  or 
Vessells  as  they  may  think  proper  —  taking  care  in  all  cases  to  insure  the  full  value  of  the 
goods  so  shipt  and  the  premium  thereon  any  resolves  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  — 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Committe  afor^  be  directed  to  write  to  the  Hon 
John  Adams  &  the  Hon  Francis  Dana  Esqr^  earnesly  requesting  them  to  undertake  the 
procurement  of  the  loan  afor**  agreable  to  tlie  resolve  of  January  last  and  to  ship  or  give 
directions  for  shiping  such  goods  as  the  Committe  may  think  proper  provided  Ml  Austin 
has  not  arrived  in  France  to  transact  said  business  —  v 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  June  22(1  178)  Read  &  Concurred —        John  Avert    D  Secy 

Consented  to" — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. — Ibid.,  vol.  223,  p.  389. 

When  the  Mars  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Loire,  on  the  10th  of  September,  Mr.  Aus- 
tin was  at  Amsterdam,  on  the  business  of  his  mission,  and  letters  directed  to  him  were 
accordingly  forwarded  to  Mr.  Adams,  then  minister  resident  there.  These  letters  failed 
to  reach  the  agent  until  after  the  lapse  of  considerable  time;  and  this  circumstance,  to- 
gether with  the  want  of  remittances  from  the  state  treasury,  and  the  growing  distrust  of 
Mie  ability  of  Massachusetts  to  repay  the  loans  and  credits  asked  for  (caused,  as  Mr. 
Adams  wrote  to  Mr.  Austin,  under  date  of  November  13th,  "  hy  the  series  of  events  "  in 
America,  during  the  year  previous,  '*  which  the  English  represent  so  favorable  to  them, 
and  so  unfortunate  for  us,"  and  which,  he  added,  seemed  "to  have  extinguislied  the  little 
remains  of  credit  that  we  had  before"),  delayed  the  departure  of  the  ship,  and  utterly  de- 
feated the  project  of  obtaining  the  loan. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Austin  contracted  with  a  private  firm,  for  the  shipment, 
by  way  of  St.  Eustatia,  of  a  quantitj'  of  clothing,  of  the  value  of  £3,000;  and  shipped  on 
board  the  Mars  fifty  tons  of"  warlike  stores,"  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  had 
been  deposited  at  Nantes,  subject  to  the  order  of  Dr.  Franklin,  who  had  given  an  order 
for  the  shipment  of  one  himdred  tons  of  these  stores,  and  permission  to  draw  upon  him 
for  12,000  livres,  for  the  freight ;  but  Capt.  Samson,  after  vexatious  delays  in  getting 
access  to  the  proflfered  stores,  was  obliged  to  reject  one- half  of  tliem,  in  order  to  leave 
room  for  the  valuable  private  freight,  useful  to  the  army,  which  completed  the  cargo 
of  the  Mars. 

The  Mars  sailed  on  the  10th  of  December.    In  the  mean  time  the  Assembly  passed  the 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  XCV. 
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following  resolve*;  and  the  receipt  of  the  instructions  therein  given,  was  acknowledged  by 
Mr.  Austin,  in  a  letter,  dated  at  Nantes,  December  4th,  and  addressed  to  Thomas  Gush- 
ing, chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs :  — 

"  Resolv'd  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  affairs  be  &  hereby  are  directed  to  write  to 
M"'  Jon^  Loring  Austin  —  to  Purchase  the  Goods  he  was  directed  for  the  use  of  the  array 
A  at  all  Events  B — &  to  direct  him  to  Insure  tiie  lirst  Cost  of  the  Goods  on  the  best 
terms  he  can,  provided  he  can  obtain  mony  enongli  on  Loan  for  that  Purpose  —  but  if  not 
to  Insure  but  one  half  the  first  Cost  and  in  Case  he  cannot  procure  mony  sufficient  for 
the  Purpose  last  mention'd  —  then  to  Ship  the  Goods  without  any  Insurance  — 

And  in  Case  there  should  be  any  Chance  of  Convoy  —  to  direct  him  to  Cause  Cap' 
Sampson  c  to  detain  his  Ship  a  fortnight  for  that  Purpose  — 
InCouncil  Sep'  9.'  17S0  Read  &  Accepted 

Sent  "down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept";  9.  1780 

Read  &  concurred,  with  the  following  amendments  viz.  Dela  from  a  to  b.  At  c.  add, '  or 
any  other  Master  on  board  of  whose  Vessel  He  shall  ship  Goods,'  John  Hancock   Spk"^ 
In  Council  Sep'.  9.'  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sex  — 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  Ijy  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  492. 

Early  in  November,  Mr.  Austin  was  thinking  of  returning  in  the  Mars,  from  his  un- 
successful mission,  and  ho  then  consulted  with  Mr.  Adainsas  to  the  propriety  of  tliia 
course.  The  latter,  while  declining  to  advise  him,  wrote,  under  date  of  November  13th, 
that  he  saw  no  prospect  of  advantages  from  remaining  iu  Europe;  that  "we  liave  no  rea- 
son to  expect  any  news  this  year,  that  will  make  any  considerable  change  in  our  credit: 
even  the  Burgoyning  of  Cornwallis  would  not;"  and  continued,  "our  countrymen  will 
build  upon  sandy  foundations  if  they  depend  upon  anything  but  their  own  industry 
and  resources,"  concluding  w-ith  this  declaration  and  advice :  "  I  know  not  what  fur- 
ther, or  better,  could  have  been  done;  and  the  best  wav  is  to  explain  the  whrilc  to  your 
constituents,  with  the  utmost  frankness  and  simplicity."  As  the  time  of  the  departure  of 
the  Mars  drew  near,  Mr.  Austin  concluded  to  remain,  for  the  reasons  expressed  by  him 
in  the  following  extract  from  his  letter  of  November  28th  :  — 

"  I  would  now  return  in  the  Mars  confident  a  longer  Stay  here  could  not  be  attended 
with  any  Success,  situated  as  I  am,  if  I  had  received  your  Letters  in  Answer  to  tliose  I 
have  wrote;  but  as  its  possible  on  the  representations  I  have  made,  the  Government  may 
order  a  different  mode  of  proceedure,  &  enable  me  by  the  Contents  of  their  next  Letters  to 
procure  the  Cloathing  which  will  be  as  much  wanted  this  year  as  next  I  have  concluded 
to  wait  your  further  Commands,  althd  was  I  to  consult  my  own  Inclination  aside  of  the 
public  Business  I  should  not  hesitate  a  moment  how  to  proceed.  Permit  me  therefore 
earnestly  to  request  as  speedy  a  Reply  as  possible  to  this  &  my  former  Letters,  &  if  the 
General  Assembly  should  finally  conclude  to  defer  for  the  present  all  Supplies  from 
•  Europe,  &  depend  upon  furnishing  every  Necessary  within  themselves,  to  entreat,  such 
Remittances  may  be  immediately  made,  as  will  enable  me  to  discharge  with  Honor  the 
Debt  I  have  been  obliged  to  contract  with  my  Friend  for  my  necessary  Support  &  Subsist- 
ance."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  231,  p.  495. 

About  two  months  after  the  date  of  the  foregoing  letter,  the  Legislature  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolves  for  the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  to  discharge  the  debt  contracted  by 
Mr.  Austin  :— 

"Common  Wealth  of  Massachusets  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany  24:  1781 

t  Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  passed  the  last  Session,  It  Was  recom- 
mended to  Nathi..  Appleton  Esq';.  Continental  Loan  ofiicer  in  this  State,  to  advance  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  Thirty  Thousand  pounds  of  the  New  Emission,  for  the 
Use  of  s<i  Commonwealth,  &  Whereas  by  s?.  Resolve  it  was  directed  that  Ten  thousand 
pounds  of  8^.  Money  should  be  paid  to  Charles  Miller  Esq'..  ,&  yl  remainder  lay  in  the 
hands  of  The  Treasurer  till  the  farther  Orders  of  the  General  Court,  &  The  Treasurer  not 
thinking  himself  Authorized,  to  pay  out  of  his  sti  office  any  part  of  y^.  remaining  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  without  Special  Orders  from  the  General  Court 

It  is  therefore  resolved  that  The  Treasurer  be  &  he  is  hereby  du-ected  to  pay  the 
Warrant  granted  in  favor  y^  Committee  for  foreign  affairs,  of  Four  thousand  One  hun- 
dred pounds,  out  of  si  Money,  &  that  the  remainder  lay  till  the  farther  order  of  ye  Ge:i- 
eral  Court—       sent  up  for  Concurrence  Caleb  Davis    Speaker 

In  Senate  Janry  24ti' 1781  Read  &  Concurred  Jeu:  Powell    Presi'ii 

Approv'd   '  John  Hancock."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  230,  p.  496. 

'•  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany  2G  1781 

+  Whereas  by  an  Error  in  Computation  the  Sum  ■*■  granted  by  this  Court  by  their  Resolve 
of  B  a  feio  days  past  c  to  the  Committee  on  foreign  affairs  for  purchasing  Bills  of  lixchange 
for  discharging  the  Debt  contracted  by  Mr  Austin  for  Cloathing,  the  Sum  so  granted  is 
incompetent  to  the  said  Purpose, 

be  it  resolved  ,  ,   ,         ,,.    r„  ^, 

That  there  be  granted  &  paid  to  the  Committee  aforcsaul  out  ol  the  public  Treasury  the 
further  Sum  of  thirteen  hundred  &  seventy  five  Pounds  of  the  new  Emission,  out  of  the 
Money  borrowed  of  the  Continental  Commissioner  of  Loans,  in  Conscauence  of  a  Late 
Resolve  of  the  Gen'  Court  sent  up  for  Concm-rence  Caleb  Davls    Speaker 

In  Senate  Janfv  26t>>  1781— Read  &  Concurred  w'^^  the  amendments  at  A  B  &  C  — 

iSeut'do^vn  for  Concurrence  Jer  :  Powell  PresilJ' 

at  A  insert  the  sum  of  Four  thousand  one  hundred  pounds  — 
dele  from  B.  to  C.  and  insert,  the  twenty  fourth  inst 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany  26 :  1781        Read  &  concurred 

-    Caleb  Davis    Speaker 
Approv'd  John  Hancock."  -  Ibid.,  p.  511. 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  IV.        t  Iljid.,  January  sessiou,  1781,  chapter  XXIX. 
t  Jbid.,  chapter  XXXV. 
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The  Mars  arrived  home  safely,  bringing  advices  from  the  agent.  For  more  than  four 
mnnths  the  state  had  been  organized  as  an  independent  Commonwealth,  under  the  state 
Constitution;  and  the  letters  from  the  agent,  inchidinc  the  letter  from  which  the  above 
passage  is  extracted,  were  referred,  March  3,  1781,  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of 
Nathaniel  Gorham  of  the  Senate,  and  General  Warren  and  Benjamin  Austin  of  the  House, 
to  take  them  into  consideration,  and  make  report  thereon.  On  the  6th,  this  committee 
reported  the  following  resolves  :  *  — 

"  Common  Wealth  of  Massachusetts  In  Senate  March  6'];  1781  — 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  letters  &  accompts  reed,  from  Jon"  Loring  Austin  and  Jona- 
than Williams  Esqrs  by  the  Ship  Mars  from  France  — that  there  is  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  due  to  said  Jon»  Williams  Esqr  for  disburstments  upon  the  Ship  Mars  while  in 
France,  and  for  advances  made  by  him  to  Mr.  Austin,  in  order  to  to  enable  saidAustin  to 
pay  the  expences  incured  for  his  support  while  in  France  and  Holland  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  Commission  with  which  he  was  charged  by  this  Government  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common  Wealth  be  directed,  and  he  is 
here  accordingly  directed  to  pay  to  His  Honor  Thomas  Cushing  Esq'  and  others  the  Com- 
mitte  of  foreign  affairs  out  of  the  first  moneys  that  come  into  his  hands  the  sum  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds  money  of  the  New  Emission,  which  said  Committe  are  di- 
rected to  vest  in  Bills  of  exchange  and  remit  the  same  to  Jonathan  Loring  Austin  Esq''  in 
order  to  discharge  the  debt  due  to  M"-.  Williams  for  disburstments  on  the  Ship  Mars  'and 
for  money  advanced  to  s''  Austin  as  afor^  the  said  Austin  to  be  accountable  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money  that  shall  be  remited  to  him  by  the  Committe  afors<;  in  consi- 
quenc  of  this  resolve  — 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Committe  on  Foreign  aflfliirs  be  directed  and  they 
arc  hereby  accordingly  directed  to  write  to  the  said  Jonathan  Loring  Austin  Esq''  discharg- 
ing him  from  his  Agency  on  acct.    of  this  Common  Wealth  — 

In  Senate  March  6tM781 — Read  and  sent  down  Jer:  Powell    Presi<lt 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  6"'  1781  —  Read  &  accepted  sent  up  Tor 
concurrence  Caleb  Datis    Spe' 

In  Senate  March  6^l>  1781.    Read  &  concurred  Jer  :  Powell,    Presi^ 

Approv'd        JnH>f  Hancock."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  231,  p.  476T 

Besides  the  invaluable  assistance  which  Mr.  Williams  had  rendered  the  agent,  in  vari- 
ous ways,  the  sum  advanced  by  him  on  account  of  the  ship  Mars,  for  wages,  stores,  etc., 
amounted  to  more  than  £23,000,  part  of  which  he  had  been  reimbursed  out  of  the  money 
obtained  from  Dr.  Franklin,  and  from  other  sources.  Besides  this,  Mr.  Williams  had  fur- 
nished the  agent  with  the  means  of  subsistence,  during  his  stay  aliroad. 

The  following  is  the  letter  from  Mr.  William.s,  referred  to  in  the  preamble  to  the  fore- 
going resolve : — 

"  Nantes  Decern  7.  1780. 
Hon^'e  Gentlemen 

The  Massachusetts  State  ship  Mars  arrived  here  to  the  Address  of  M""  Austin  who  was 
then  in  Holland.  She  was  consequently  detained  in  an  inactive  State  'till  his  arrival  in 
this  Place 

M''  Austin  communicated  to  me  the  Situation  of  the  Ship  and  the  State  affiiirs  under  his 
Direction  ;  and  from  a  real  Concern  for  the  Welflire  of  the  State  in  which  I  was  born,  & 
to  which  I  am  sure  I  cannot  outlive  my  attachment,  I  supplied  both  him  and  the  Ship  as 
he  will  inform  you.  I  refer  you  to  him  for  further  Particulars  and  hope  my  Conduct  will 
meet  your  approbation,  M""  Austins  Letters  to  you  will  represent  the  necessity  of  speedy 
Remittances  to  wipe  off  his  &  my  Engagements. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect 

Honi^ie  Gentlemen    Your  most  obed  Servant  Jona  Williams 

The  Hont'i«  The  Committee  of  Council  for  foreign  aflfiiirs  Massachusetts."  —  Ibid.,p.  504. 

Chap.  32.  In  the  first  session  of  the  General  Court  this  year,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  in  the  House,  "  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  to  prevent  vexatious 
suits'  being  brought  against  committees  who  were  appointed  by  the  authority  of  the  late 
provincial  congress,  for  any  matter  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  their  office."  This 
was  on  the  14th  of  June,  and,  five  days  later,  the  committee  reported  a  resolve  "  determining 
that,  for  the  future,  no  process  shall  be  brought  against  them,  or  against  selectmen,  in 
consequence  of  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  without  first  obtaining  liberty  from  the  Gen- 
eral Court."  The  Council  nonconcurrcd  in  this  resolve,  and  nothing  furiherupon  the  subject 
was  done  until  the  fourth  sess-ion,  when  the  following  letter  was  read  in  the  House,  and 
committed  to  General  Warren,  Major  Washburn  and  Colonel  Grout,  of  the  House,  and 
William  Sever  and  John  Pitts,  of  the  Council,  with  directions  "  to  consider  the  matter  at 
large,  and  report  a  bill  of  indemnification,  and  to  prevent  prosecutions  of  a  like  kind :  "  — 

"  Plym"  29.  March  1780 

Dear  Sir 

A  curious  matter  turned  up  yesterday,  of  which  I  think  my  scllf  obliged  to  Inform  you 
—  An  Action  is  commenced,  by  Jn"  Thomas,  Against  Stephen  Samson,  Jesse  Harlow  & 
Stephen  Churchil,  for  two  hundred  wf.  of  Tea,  Destroyed  by  them,  by  order  of  the  County 
Convention,  setting  in  this  place  in  the  year  1774,  of  which  matter  I  liave  no  need  of  being 
particulor,  as  you  was  mamber  of  this  Convention  &  the  Chairman, —  wont  it  be  necessary 
to  preclude,  by  an  act  or  Resolution  of  ye  Gen\  Court,  such  suits  as  these,  and  so  con- 
firm the  doings  of  conventions  &  Committees  in  times  when  they  were  necessary  and  of 
whose  resolutions  &  doings  such  salutary  effects  have  been  produced —  You  will  con- 
sider of  this  matter  &  will,  I  doubt  not,  do  what  is  necessary  — 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  sesBion,  chapter  CCVI. 
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Your  good  Family  are  all  well  &  nothing  very  material  has  occurd  since  you  left  us  — 
I  am  Respectfully  Your  Friend  &  Humb'  Ser^ 
Hon'  James  Warren  EsqL  '  W*?  Watson 

N  B  The  Tories  interest  themselves  very  much  in  this  matter  &  Intend  to  bring  actiona 
of  this  nature  for  every  thing  that  has  been  done  to  them  —  if  Thomas  succeds."  —  Mass. 
Files:  Bills,  1780. 

The  committee  appointed  as  above,  reported  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  which  was  read  a 
first  time,  in  Council,  on  the  sixth  of  April.  On  the  8th,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
amended  by  substituting  the  title  and  preamble  as  they  stand  in  the  act,  for  the  following, 
as  reported  by  the  committee :  — 

"  An  Act  to  Indemnify  &  secure  from  prosecutions  in  Law  all  Persons  who  in  the  late 
Times  of  distraction  under  the  Tyrannical  Goverment  of  George  the  third  King  of  Great 
Britain  have  by  an  open  &  patriotic  opposition  thereunto.  Exposed  themselves  in  Certain 
Instances  to  actions  of  Damages  &  other  Prosecutions 

Whereas  in  the  late  Times  of  distraction  under  the  Goverment  of  the  British  King  it 
became  necessary  that  open  opposition  should  be  made  to  the  violent  measures  then 
Taken  for  the  distruction  of  the  Rights  &  Liberties  of  the  people  of  this  State,  &  that 
Persons  &  property  should  be  taken  &  property  in  some  Instances  destroyed,  and  Where- 
as divers  of  the  Good  People  within  this  State,  did  at  the  Utmost  risque  of  their  Persons 
&  property  stand  forth  in  opposition  to  the  violent,  &  distructivc  Measures  of  the  Gov- 
erment aforesaid,  &  are  now  threatned  with  or  actually  have  actions  of  Damages,  or 
other  prosecutions  (Jommenced  against  them,  by  Evil  &  Disaffected  Men."  —  Ibtd. 

The  bill  having  been  sent  down  for  concurrence,  on  the  8th,  was,  on  that  day,  read  three 
times  in  the  House,  and  still  further  amended,  by  inserting  the  words  in  the  eighth  and 
ninth  lines  of  the  act,  beginning  with  "  first,"  and  ending  with  "  the,"  and  adding  "  first 
day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,"  in  place  of  the 
following  passage  in  the  bill :  "  day  of  A.D.  17    ,  and  before  the 

day  of  A.D.  17    ."    This  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  on  the 

same  day ;  and  on  the  the  10th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  l)ranches,  and 
was  consented  to  by  fifteen  of  the  Council;  after  which,  Samuel  Adams  came  down  with 
a  message  from  the  Council,  proposing  the  substitution  of  the  date  in  the  act,  for  Jan.  I, 
1780,  the  date  fixed  in  the  previous  amendment.  Mr.  White  was  thereupon  sent  up  to 
the  Council,  to  inform  them  that  the  House  agreed  to  the  proposed  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  changed,  accordingly,  by  interlining  the  new  date. 

Chap.  33.  On  the  18th  of  March,  1777,  the  following  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  plantation  of  New  Providence,  together  with  the  accompanying  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Gageborough  and  the  copy  of  the  vote  of  that  town,  was  read,  in  the  House, 
and  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Pynchon,  Root  and  Jewett:  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  Council  and  Hon'''  Hous  of  Representitivs  of  the  State  of  the 
Massechusitts  Bay  in  General  Court  Assembled  at  Boston  on  the  24  Day  of  December 
ID  1776 

We  your  Petitioners  of  the  Plantation  of  New  Providence  so  Colled  Situate  in  the 
County  of  Beirkshire  and  State  of  the  Massechusitts  bay  in  New  England  Humbley 
Sheweth 

Whereas  your  Petitioners  now  Live  and  Reside  on  A  Small  Tract  of  Land  Agoining 
unto  the  Town  of  Gageborough  Beaing  DeprvM  of  Many  Privileges  of  this  State  we  Peti- 
tion your  Honours  that  Saide  New  Providence  Be  Annext  and  Incorporated  with  the  Town 
of  Gageborough  Agreeable  to  our  Vote  in  Leagal  Meeting  holden  on  the  First  Day  of 
January  A>  Yin 

And  in  Duty  Bound  we  Humbley  Pray 

Dated  at  New  Providence  this  2  Day  of  January  AD  1777 

Joseph  Bennet  John  Willmaeth  Jk  Amos  Smith 

VOLINTINE    BOWEN  Jn^  JoHNSON  HEZEKIAH   RhODES 

Hezekiah  Bowen  Thomas  Nichols  Benjamix  Robekts 

JoAB  Staffoed  Ezekiel  Willson  Simeon  Cole 

John  Willmaeth  Samuel  Low  William  Jenkens 

John  Bucklen  Shubael  Willmaeth         Naihan  Bowen 

Simon  Smith  Thomas  Spencee  Abiathae  Angel 

Jeremiah  Bucklen.  —  Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  )  82,  p.  24. 

"  To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Now  sitting 
at  Boston  the  Petition  of  the  Inhaliitants  of  the  Town  of  Gageborough  Humbly  Prayeth 
this  Honourable  Court,  that  the  place  Called  New  Providence  may  be  Incorporated  with 
this  Town  by  the  Name  of  Cheshu-e  Agreeable  to  their  Request 

For  the  following  Reasons,  first  because  the  said  Inhabitants  apprehend  it  may  be  ex- 
pedient and  of  Publick  Benefit  to  this  Town 

2ndiy    Because,  the  present  Name  Gageborough  may  Serve  to  Perpetuate  the  memory  of 
the  Detestable  Gen.  Gage  And  we  yom-  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  Ever  Pray 
Signed  in  Behalf  &  By  order  of  ve  Inhabitants  of  y  To^vn  of  Gageborough 

P£  Joseph  Hascall    Town  Cler^ 
Gageborough  Janv  9'h  1777."— Ibid.,  p.  25. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitant^j  of  the  Town  of  Gageborough  duely  Qualified  and 
legaly  warned  in  public  Town  meeting  Assembled  at  the  House  of  Lieu ;  Rufus  Dodge  in 
S**  Gageborough  on  Wednesday  the  18"' day  of  December  1776  ten  o'clock  forenoon.  M' 
Stephen  Warren  moderator 

Upon  motion  made  asrreeable  to  a  Request  of  New-provideoce  whether  This  town  will 
Receive  Said  New  provicleno*  to  be  Annexed  to  it,    voted  in  the  Affirmative. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record  AttJ  Joseph  Hascall    Town  Clerk 

Gageborough  Jan.  y  6'ii  1777 ,"— Ibid. 
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The  committee,  on  the  next  day,  reported  an  order  of  notice  to  be  served  on  t^e  clerks 
of  the  plantation  of  New  Providence  and  the  town  of  Gageborongh,  retuniabh  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  April,  following;  but  the  loss  of  the  journals  of  the  House  from  that 
date  to  the  close  of  the  legis^lativo  year,  precludes  the  possibility  of  learning  what  proceed- 
ings, if  any,  were  had  upon  the  return  of  the  notice. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  first  attempt  to  unite  the  inhabitants  of  New  Providence 
with  one  of  the  adjoining  towns.  The  name  of  Gageborongh  was  changed  to  Windsor, 
Oct.  16,  1778,  by  chapter  '.^3,  of  the  acts  of  that  year.  Less  than  four  months  later,  the 
following  petition  by  inhabitants  of  Windsor,  Adams  and  New  Providence,  was  read  in 
the  House,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Farley,  Peck  and  Clark,  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  papers  relating  to  the  incorporation  of  Cummington,  as  shown  in  the  note  to  chapter  6, 
p.  1242,  ante :  — 

"  To  the  Hono'  Council  and  Hono  house  of  Representitives  in  General  Court  Assembled 
at  Boston  iu  January  JD  1779 

A7e  your  Petitioners  of  the  Plantation  Called  New  Providence  in  The  County  of  Berk- 
shire Togeather  wth  the  Northwest  Corner  of  Gageborongh  alis  Winsor  with  the  South 
Part  of  East  Hoosuck  Alis  Adams  Pray  your  honom-s  to  Incorporate  us  togeather  By  the 
Name  of  Providence  the  Extent  of  Land  From  Each  town  we  Charefully  Submit  to  your 
Honours  Grate  Wisdom,  as  in  Duty  Bound  will  Ever  Pray 
1  ated  New  Providence  15  of  .January  1779 

Winsor  Siners  Andrew  Yeaw 

Joseph  Brown  Oliver  Westcot 

Timothy  Mason  Zephaniah  Phillips 

Christopher  Borlingham   Joshua  Sprague 
William  Baker 


Simon  Brown 
Dexter  Bkown 
James  Angel 
Benjamin  Briggs 
Elisha  Brown 
Andrew  Edmunds 
Andrew  Edmunds  Jun 
Edward  Edmunds 
Benj^  Clarke 
Caleb  Barton 

Adams  Siners 
Barnit  Hale 
Comfort  Arnold 
John  Eaton 
Philip  Mason 
Samuel  Sallisburt 
Samuel  Miller 
Asa  Willmarth 
Nathaniel  Mason 
Benjamin  Baker 
Isaiah  Lesuer 
Nathaniel  Mason  Juk 
George  Jenckes 


David  Yeaw 

JOSIAH    PaRTRIGUE 

Neto  Providence  Sitiers 
volintine  bowen 
Jonathan  Richardson 
Aaron  Seamans 
Samuel  Low 
WM  Towner 
Jeremiah  Smith 
Stephen  Carpenter 
Shubael  Willmarth 
Jeremiah  Brown 
John  Willmarth  Jub 
Ebenezer  Richardson 
John  Ladd 
Charlts  Walker 
Amos  smith 
Samuel  Stafford 
IIumfrat  Tiffany 
DAVID  fuller 
.James  Westcot 
Thomas  Nichols 


James  Greene 

Joseph  Holburt 

Levi  Brown 

Caleb  Brown 

Ichabod  Prossek 

John  Shearlock 

John  Chase 

Nathan  Mason 

John  Lippitt  June* 

Cephas  Carpenter 

Jonathan  Richardson  JunR 

Peter  Welden 

WiLLiAji  Whitaker 

Benoni  Collins 

Daniel  Read 

William  Jenkens 

Benjamin  Roberts 

Jonathan  Joice 

Charles  Spencer 

RuFus  Spencer 

Silvester  Linkon 

Hezekiah  Bowen 

Nathan  Bowen 

Elijah  Bowen 

Allen  Briggs 

Joseph  bennet 

JoAB  Stafford." — Ibid., 


vol.  184:,  p.  295. 
No  further  action  upon  this  petition  has  been  discovered. 

The  consideration  of  this  subject  was  renewed  in  the  second  session  of  the  next  Assem- 
bly, through  tlic  action  of  the  committee  on  the  tax  bill,  which  gave  occasion  for  the  fol- 
lowing petition :  — 

"To  the  Hono  Council  and  House  of  Representitivs  in  General  Courte  Assembled  at 
Boston  in  Sept  1779 

we  your  Petitioners  Inhabitants  of  the  Plantation  Called  New  Providence  in  the  County 
of  Burkshire  and  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  humbley  Shew  that  we  your  Petitioners 
have  Paide  our  Public  Taxes  to  the  Town  of  Lanesborough  For  A  number  of  vears  Past 
have  Ever  Been  free  in  Supporting  the  American  Independance  and  Still  are  Free  in  Men- 
taining  our  Ingurid  Rights  your  Hono^  have  been  Pleased  to  Send  us  A  Tax  Bill  in 
Which  is  Assertained  our  Propotion  of  the  Forty  Five  Millions  of  Dollars  and  ourc  Pro- 
potion  of  the  State  Tax  the  Same  to  be  Assesed  and  Collected  on  or  Before  the  First  Day 
of  January  1780 

We  your  Petitioners  humbley  Pray  That  as  your  Honos  have  Been  Pleased  to  Brake  in 
Sunder  our  Connections  with  the  Town  of  Lanesborough  without  our  Pertition  or  Knowledg 
in  the  Least  we  Pray  your  Hono'  in  your  grate  wisdom  to  Cloath  us  with  Sufflcant 
Athority  to  Assess  and  Collect  our  Taxis  we  Further  Pray  your  Hono'  to  Send  us  A  Com- 
mittee to  Vew  our  Situation  and  Incorporate  us  with  the  Northwest  Corner  of  Windsor 
and  the  South  Partes  of  the  Town  of  Adams  by  the  Name  of  New  Providence  as  in  Duty 
bound  will  Ever  Pray 
Dated  New  Providince  August  21  JD  1779 
Samuel  Low  John  Jencks  Amos  Smith 

Stephen  Carpenter       John  Warrin  Simon  Smith 

Thomas  fenner  Shubael  Willmarth  Ezekeil  Wilson 

David  Fish  Joab  Stafford  John  Day 

Levi  Brown  Allen  Briggs  Silvester  Linkon 

Aaron  Case  Jeremiah  Brown  Charles  Spencer 

John  Chase  Charles  Walker  Volintine  Bowen 

Aaron  Seamans  Jonathan  Richardson  Nathan  Bowen 
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lOHABOD  Peosser  James  Weskot  Eligah  Bowen 

Nathan  mason  Jonathan  Richardson  Jun^  Benjamin  Roberts 

Joseph  Holburt  John  Willmarth  Jonathan  Joice 

Thomas  Nichols." —  Ibid., 
vol.  185,  p.  257. 

This  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  Sept.  13, 1779,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Williams, 
Singletary  and  Morton,  who  were  dn-ected  "  to  revise  the  laws,  and  see  if  effectual  provis- 
ion is  not  made  in  regard  to  assessing  and  collecting  taxes  in  plantations^  and  if  not,  to 
report  a  bill  for  that  purpose."  On  the  28th,  this  committee  reported  that  there  was, 
already,  suflflcient  provision  made  for  assessing  and  collecting  taxes  in  plantations,  "and 
that  the  state  treasurer  be  directed  to  govern  himself  accordingly."*  The  commiitee  also 
reported  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitionee,  for  a  committee  to  view  their  situation,  etc., 
"  be  granted,  and  that  a  committee  of  both  houses  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  the  peti- 
tioners paying  them  their  charge  and  expense." 

This  report  was  read,  and  recommitted  to  be  drawn  into  a  resolve,  and  Mr.  Turner  was 
put  upon  the  committee  in  place  of  Mr.  Singletary,  who  was  absent.    On  the  29th,  the 
committee  reported  two  resolves,  which  were  passed  by  both  branches,  in  concurrence. 
The  former  of  these  appears  in  the  note  to  chapter  30,  ante,  and  the  latter  t  was  as  fol 
lows:  — 

"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sep'.  29ti'  1779 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Plantation  Called  New-Provedince  Praying 
the  General  Court  to  Send  a  Committee  to  View  their  Situation  &  Incorporate  them  with 
the  north  west  corner  of  Windsor  &  thu  South  part  of  the  Town  of  Adams  by  the  name  of 
New  Providence 

Therefore  Resolved  that  Colonel  Hyde  8e  Colonel  Ashley  with  Sucn  as  the  Honor- 
able Board  shall  Join  be  &  thev  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  repair  to  New- Prov- 
idence at  the  Expenc  of  the  "Petitioners  &  View  their  Situation  &c  and  Report  to  this 
Court  what  is  proper  to  be  done    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock     Spk'' 

In  Council  Septem"-  29ih  1779  Read  &  Concurred  and  Noah  Goodman  Eq'  is  joined  for 
the  Purpose  mentioned  John  Avery     D  Se> 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  — 76«rf.,j9.  258. 

At  what  time  this  committee  repaired  to  Naw  Providence  in  compliance  with  this  re- 
solve, does  not  appear;  but  the  following  letter  and  copies  of  votes,  which  accompanied 
the  same,  indicate  that  it  was  before  the  10th  of  November :  — 
"New  Providence  January  17  — 1780 

Worthey  Sir  Inclos<i  you  have  A  Coppy  of  the  Vote  of  the  Town  of  Adams  as  allso 
our  Vote" on  the  Same  Subject  Bv  Which  the  Honorable  Courte  will  without  the  Least 
Doubt  be  Able  to  Administur  I  hope  Impertial  Justic  — all  tho  it  is  Sum  time  Scnce  our 
Vote  on  this  Matter  tho  Minds  of  our  Pcoi>le  I  Believe  Rcmane  the  Same  without  the 
Shade  of  Turning  or  Receedin?  in  the  Leas  From  our  Vote  of  the  10  of  November  Pray 
Sir  use  your  Influance  that  Matters  may  be  Brout  to  A  Close  as  Soon  as  time  and  Leas- 
ure  Will  Admit  unless  Sumthing  Salatery  be  hit  on  For  the  Ilelicfo  us  as  A  body  I  have 
grate  Reason  to  Fcarc  the  People  Will  not  Truly  and  Cordally  Pay  any  Future  Demand 

A  Plenty  of  Snow  in  this  Cuntrey  has  Detard  this  Returne  at  Boston  I  heare  there  is 
no  Lack  With  Pleasure  Subcribe  my  Self  yours  in  the  Best  of  Bonds 

Samuel  Low." — lbid.,p,2Qb. 

"  at  A  Legal  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitents  of  New  Providence  met  on  the  11  Day  of  No- 
vember 1779    Voted  Unamusley  that  the  Plantation  of  New  Providence  bo  Incorporated 
with  the  Town  of  Adams  with  all  the  Privileges  Arising  From  a  Full  and  Free  Incorpora- 
tion From  the  Minuts  Attest  Samuel  Low    Clark."— Ibid. 
"  Adorns  November  y«  22  A>  1779                 Town  Meet  and  Purceed  in  Bisness 

Cp'  Ruben  Ilinman  Chosen  Mordcrator  Vote  Whether  Newprovidence  Shall  Be  taken 
on  to  the  town  of  Adorns  as  an  Incorperation  With  thcju  or  Not    the  Vote  Was  Negetive 

Twnty  two  In  the  femetive    Twety  Six  In  the  Negetive 

Isaac  Arnold    Town  Clark." — Ibid. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  was  read,  in  Council,  March  27, 
1780,  and  accepted,  in  concurrence,  on  the  next  day :  — 

"The  Committee  appointed  by  both  Houses  upon  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Plantation  Called  New-1'rovidence  praying  the  General  Comt  to  send  a  Comittee  to 
view  their  Situation  and  Incorporate  them  with  the  North  West  Comer  of  Windsor,  and 
the  South  part  of  the  Town  of  Adams,  into  a  Town ;  having  given  proper  notice  to  all 
parties  concerned,  have  attended  that  service  and  beg  leave  to  report  as  their  opinion  that 
the  plantation  called  New  Providence  in  the  County  of  Berkshire  be  Incorporated  with 
and  annexed  to  the  To^vn  of  Adams. -and  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose 
accordingly.  Noah  Goodman    ^P*  order."  — 76«V/.,  p.  266. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  report,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  lirst  time,  in 
Council,  March  30th,  and,  on  the  next  day,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  down  for 
concurrence.  On  the  Gth  of  April,  it  was  passed  by  tho  House,  in  concurrence,  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  on  the  10th,  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the 
Cotmcil. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  next  Legislature,  an  effort  was  made  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Adams,  to  procm-e  the  repeal  of  this  act.  The  following  is  the  petition 
presented  for  this  purjiose,  signed  by  Ezekiel  Harrington  and  one  hundred  and  twelve 
others,  together  with  a  certificate  annexed,  to  show  the  proportion  of  the  town's  taxes  paid 
by  the  petitioners :  — 

•But  see  note  to  chapter  30,  p.  1312,  ante.  t  Printed  resolves,  chapter  CVII. 
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"  To  the  Honourable  the  Counciel  and  House  of  Representatives  to  be  Convlend  At 
Boston  on  the  31>*«  Day  of  May  Inst  — 

We  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Adams  in  the  County  of  Berkshire  Do 
Humbly  Shewe  that  Whereas  We  have  Received  intelegence  That  the  Tract  of  Land  Calld 
Newprovidince  has  by  a  Late  act  of  the  General  Court  been  Incorporated  with  the  Town- 
ship of  Adams  which  We  Humbly  Conceive  has  been  procured  Ijy  Some  undue  Influence 
and  Which  Must  be  Very  Pregudeciel  to  the  True  interest  of  this  Town  We  Flatter  ourselves 
Tliat  your  Honours  Could  not  Conslstantily  passed  the  Act  for  incorporating  the  Pople  of  * 

Newprovidence  with  this  Town  if  the  True  Circumstances  of  matters  Hadbeen  fully  Known 
we  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honours  that  previous  to  Any  Applycation  of  the  people  of 
Newprovidence  to  your  Honours  they  Applyed  to  the  Town  of  Adams  for  their  Consent 
to  be  Incorporated  With  them  this  Town  after  Taking  the  Matter  into  Consideration  Voted 
in  the  Negative  we  then  Expected  nothing  would  be  Done  upon  the  Application  Of  those 
people  untill  this  Town  was  Notifyedto  Shew  Reasons  Wliytbe  prayer  of  those  Petetioners 
Should  not  bo  Granted  which  we  Humbly  Conceive  has  Ever  ben  the  Invariable  Custom 
in  Such  Cases  and  Which  we  Think  is  but  Just  and  Reasonable :  When  Very  unexpectedly 
the  first  account  We  Received  was :  that  they  were  Incorporated  with  this  Town,  the  im- 
propriety Of  which  think  appears  from  this  Consideration  Viz  :  that  the  Town  of  Adams  is 
at  Least  by  the  Original  Grant  Eleven  Miles  in  Length  by  the  Public  Road  for  Traveling 
and  alltho  Five  Miles  in  width  the  Situation  Is  Sufh  that  a  Gi-eate  Part  of  it  is  not  Hab- 
etable  more  then  a  mile  and  A  half  or  two  Miles  Width  the  which  Renders  it  Very  Bur- 
densom  for  the  Extreeme  inhabitants  to  Attend  on  Town  Bisness  which  Must  allways  be 
Done  In  the  Center  We  who  were  the  first  Inhabitants  of  the  To\vn  allwaya  Expected  to 
Suffer  these  Natural  Inconvenences  of  the  Situation  of  the  Town  for  We  ware  Acquainted 
with  them  in  our  first  purtiching,  but  at  the  Same  time  We  Expected  To  Enjoy  those 
privaleges  which  Did  Actually  Exist  within  the  Limets  of  the  Town  According  to  the 
Original  Grant :  your  Honotu's  are  Sensible  that  we  have  Lived  for  a  Number  of  years 
Destitute  of  Town  Privelcges  Altho'  After  Repeated  Applications  we  Obtained  an  Act  of 
Incorporation  But  Before  we  Could  Receive  the  Least  Benefit  by  it  we  are  Deprived  of  the 
Most  Valuable  part  or  privaleg:e :  for  by  Adding  Newprovidence  to  us  Still  Adds  near 
three  miles  in  Length  to  our  before  Long  and  Narrow  Town  And  What  Still  Renders  it 
Graitly  inconveniant  is  that  the  princeple  bulk  of  inhabitants  Both  with  Regard  to  their 
Numbers  and  Intrests  Inhabit  the  two  Ends  of  the  To\vn  Which  will  allways  be  attended 
with  long  Travels  to  Do  Town  bisness  as  well  as  many  other  Grand  inconveinances. 

We  Humbly  pray  these  Matters  may  be  Considered  and  that  the  Act  for  Incorporating 
tlie  tract  of  lland  Called  Newprovidince  with  the  town  of   Adams  may  be  Repealed  or 
otlierwise  that  We  your  petitioners  May  Have  Oppertunity  to  Set  forth  our  Reasons  More 
fully  before  the  Act  is  Published  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray — 
Dated  Adams  May  26"i  AD  1780  *  *  * 

These  May  Certify  Whom  it  may  Concern  that  the  Subscribers  To  the  Within  Petition 
Pay  a  preportion  of  £4085  =2^        in  a  Tax  Laid  to  said 
Town  of  Adams  of — 7361  =  13  =  4  Test —      Giles  Barns  )  Assessors." — 

Luther  Rich  J  Ibid.,  vol.  186,  p.  209. 

The  following  counter-petition,  signed  by  Philip  Mason  and  eiglicy-seven  others,  was 
also  filed :  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assem- 
bled at  Boston 

Whereas  your  honours  with  great  wisdom  did  by  an  act  of  Court  Annex  the  Planta- 
tion called  New  Providence  in  the  County  of  Berkshire  to  the  Town  of  Addams. 

We  your  humljle  petioners  of  Adams  beg  leave  to  shew  that  after  taking  into  view  the 
sittuation  of  the  said  Plantation  of  New  Pi-ovidence  that  it  can  no  other  way  be  so  well 
accommodated  as  by  being  united  to  this  place  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  Union  and 
are  thoroughly  convinced  that  your  honours  were  governed  by  motivies  of  the  highest 
Wisdom  and  Prudepce 

We  therefore  pray  tliat  your  Honours  would  not  recced  from  your  former  doings  on 
this  subject  and  that  the  Connection  may  be  still  be  continued 

And  we  shall  as"  in  duty  bound  ever  pray 

Addams  29  May  1780."—  Ibid.,  p.  211. 

Both  these  petitions  were  referred,  June  13,  1780,  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Warren,  Goodman  and  Hastings,  who  reported,  on  the  15th,  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  This  report,  nowever,  was  not  accepted,  but  an  order 
was  passed,  "  That  the  petition  lie  upon  the  files  of  the  House."  On  the  14th  of  March, 
1793,  the  town  of  Cheshire  was  incorporated,  embracing  with  other  contiguous  lands  the 
territory  annexed  to  the  town  of  Adams  by  this  chapter. 

Chap.  34.  The  following  copies  from  the  town  records  of  Sudbury  show  the  attempts 
that  were  made  to  effect  a  division  of  the  town,  before  application  was  made  to  the  Legis- 
lature :  — 

"At  a  Leagall  Town  meeting  in  Sudbury  June  25""  1778.  The  Second  article  to  beaded 
upon  at  Said  Meeting  was  to  See  if  the  Town  would  vote  to  Divide  the  Town  of  Sudbury 
and  make  it  two  Towns,  and  take  the  nesesary  Steps  therefor 

At  Said  Meeting  the  Question  was  put  whether  it  was  the  Minds  of  the  Town  that  the 
Town  of  Sudbury  Should  be  Divided  into  two  Towns,  and  it  passed  in  the  affairmative. 
And  appointed  the  following  Gentlemen  to  agree  on  a  Division  Line,  and  Report  at  the 
Adjurnment  of  this  meeting  viz'  Col  Ezekiel  How,  Cap'  Richard  Heard,  M''  Nathan  Lor 
ing,  M""  Phinehas  Glezen,  M"'  John  Maynard,  and  M''  John  Meriam 

At  the  adjurnment  of  this  meeting  July  the  sixth  1778    The  before  mentioned  Com 
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mittee  Reported  that  they  Could  not  agree  on  a  Line  Then  the  Town  voted  to  Reconsider 
the  vote  for  Dividing  the  Town  of  Sudbury 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Records  Attest  James  Thompson    Tov?n  Clerk 

Sndbury  Feby  17'i>  1779'.'— Mass.  Archives,  vol.  225,  p.  SB. 

"At  a  Leagall  Town  Meeting  in  Sudbury  Febx  1^'  1779 

The  first  article  to  be  acted  upon  at  s'^  meeting  was  to  see  if  the  Town  would  vote  for  a 
Division  of  s>'  Town,  and  agree  on  a  Line  for  a  Division,  So  that  they  may  be  Incorpor- 
*  ated  into  Two  Distinct  Towns 

At  Said  Meeting  the  Town  Apointed  Majf  Joseph  Curtis  Tho»_  Plympton  Esq"  M^  John 
Balcom  Cap«  Richard  Heard  and  Cap'  Jonathan  Rice  a  Committee  to  agree  on  a  Line  for 
a  Division  of  the  Town 

This  Comittee  informed  the  Town  that  they  Could  not  agree  on  a  Line  for  Dividing  the 
Town 

Then  the  Town  voted  that  the  Town  be  Divided  by  the  River  Run'ng  through  the 
Same,  and  the  Island  Called  Pelhams  Farme  now  the  property  of  Cap'  Richard  Heard 
and  his  Sones  to  be  annexed  to  the  East  Side  of  the  River,  the  Land  on  the  East  Side  the 
River  to  be  Set  off  from  the  Town  of  Sudbury 

Then  this  Meeting  was  Adjurned  to  Monday  the  fifteenth  Day  of  Feby  instant  to  Con- 
sider further  on  the  first  article 

At  the  Adjurnment  of  S'^  Meeting  the  Question  was  put  whether  the  Town  would  add 
any  more  to  the  East  Side  of  the  River,  and  it  passed  in  the  Negative 

A  true  Copv  from  theMinuts  Attest  James  Thompson    Town  Clerk 

Sudbury  Feby  17  1779'.— Ibid.,  p.  87. 

These  attempts  having  failed,  the  inhabitants  of  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  presented 
to  the  Assembly  the  following  petition,  at  the  fourth  session  in  the  year  1778-79 :  — 

"  To  the  honorable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representitives  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  in  New-England. 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  easterly  Part  of  the  town  of  Sud- 
bury humbly  sheweth, 

That  whereas  many  &  great  Difficulties  and  Inconveniencies  intirely  unavoidable  by  us 
in  Consequence  of  our  present  connected  Situation  (being  united  in  all  our  Town  Affairs 
with  the  westerly  Part  of  s^  Sudbury)  lay  with  peculiar  and  heavy  Weight  upon  us; 
which  we  shall  hereafter  endeavour  to  set  forth  in  this  Petition  in  as  clear  and  just  Light 
as  the  Nature  of  the  thing  will  possiby  admit  of. 

1st  All  our  pulilick  meetings  to  transact  Town  Affairs  are  attended  with  great  fatigue 
and  Difficulties  by  Reason  of  the  Distance,  which  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
live  from  the  Places  appointed  for  meeting:  (Numbers  luiving  to  travel  six  and  seven 
Miles)  by  reason  of  this  Distance  the  Time  and  Expence  must  be  douI)le  in  transacting 
Business  to  what  might  be  necessary ;  or  some  worthy  Inhabitants  must  unavoidably  be 
deprived  of  a  privilege  of  disposing  of  their  Property  in  publick  Grants;  a  Privilege  which 
is  one  grand  Barrier  of  public  Safety  and  Happiness,  and  to  which  all  mankind  are  by 
Nature  Justly  intitled. 

This  Difficulty  appears  a  most  aggravated  Burden  and  presses  upon  us  with  additional 
Weight  which  demands  our  utmost  Endeavours  for  a  removel,  when  we  take  into  Consid- 
eration the  absolute  necessity  of  repeated  Town  meetings  in  the  present  Exegencies  of  pub- 
lick  Affairs. — 

Il.d  The  Town  in  its  present  Situation  being  so  very  extensive  the  Officers  to 
transact  Town  Business  by  Reason  of  their  Distance  from  each  other  are  involved  in 
inconceivable  imbarrasments,  by  reason .  of  which  men  the  most  capable  are  discouraged 
from  accepting  Offlcies  which  they  would  otherwise  execute  with  Honor  to  themselves 
Fidelity  to  their  Trust  and  great  Benefit  to  tlieir  Constituents ;  the  publick  Business  greiv- 
ously  retarded,  and  the  Town  involved  in  Errors  almost  irretreivable. 

We  feel  the  sad  Effects  of  this  Incumberance  very  peculiarly  at  the  present  Day,  when 
(as  is  customary  in  other  Towns  in  the  State,  as  well  as  in  this)  the  raising  of  men  to  aug- 
ment the  Army  of  the  united  States,  is  intrusted  to  the  Town  in  Conjunction  with  the 
Millitary  Officers ;  for  now  the  Expences  are  greatly  inhanct  to  what  they  would  be  were 
the  Officers  more  compact,  om*  Anny  neglected,  and  the  glorious  (Jause  we  are  engaged  in 
greatly  injured.— 

From  a  mature  and  deliberate  Consideration  of  these  Gi'eivences  and  to  obtain  a  regular 
and  speedy  Ileleife  therefrom,  (previous  to  our  Application  to  your  Honors,  for  your  de- 
sicive  Determination  upon  the  Matter)  we  have,  in  order  to  secure  and  promote  Peace  and 
Harmony  betwixt  Friends  and  Neighbom's,  made  Application  to  S'J  Town  in  publick 
Town  meeting  called  for  that  pui-puse  desiring  their  Consent  for  a  Division  of  S'J  Town, 
and  that  we  might  be  incorporated  into  two  distinct  Towns ;  It  being  the  general  Oppin- 
ion  of  the  Inhaljitants  of  the  Town  that  it  is  sufficient  in  Dimentions  and  Numl)ers  to  make 
two  Towns,  as  will  hereafter  appear  by  the  Votes  of  S'\  Town.  (Those  on  the  west  side 
of  the  River  in  S'?.  To\vn,  being  many  more  in  Number  than  those  on  the  east  Side, )  have 
'  so  far  granted  our  Request,  as  to  repeatedly  vote  there  be  a  Division  made  in  the  i'own, 
&  that  the  River  Running  through  S'.'.  Town  be  the  Line  of  Division  with  the  Addition  of 
two  Farms  which  lay  upon  the  west  side  of  the  River :  This  we  think  is  a  very  unequal 
Division ;  as  thereby  the  westerly  Division  will  contain  more  than  two  Thirds  of  the  Land 
in  S'J.  Town:  And  therefore  pray  youi'  Hon"^  to  take  our  Greivences  with  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  s"?.  Town  into  your  wise  and  judicious  Consideration  and  appoint  a  Committee 
to  settle  a  just  Line  between  us  :  &  order  Such  Divisions  &  Regulations  as  may  be  Nec- 
essary   And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. — 

Sudbury  Feb-:.  224.  1779 
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N.  B.  We  suppose  a  just  &  equal  Division  may  be  made  without  the  removal  of  either 
Meeting-House  or  the  laying  out  any  new  Road" — [Signed  by  Joseph  Curtis  and  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  others] .—  Ihid.,  p.  89. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  April  23,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  IIos- 
mer,  Page  and  Greenleaf,  who,  on  the  third  of  May,  submitted  a  report,  which  has  not 
been  discovered.  No  fuither  legislative  action  upon  the  subject  appears  to  have  been  had 
during  that  political  year. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  next  Legislature,  the  above  petition  was  revived,  in  the 
House,  and  again  committed;  and  on  June  Uth,  the  next  day  after  this  commitment,  the 
following  resolve*  was^  passed,  upon  the  report  of  this  committee :  — 

"In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  j"  II  1779  — 

On  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Curtis  and  others  Inhabitants  of  the  Easterly  Part  of  Sudbury 
Praying  they  may  be  set  off  into  a  Separate  Town  for  reasons  mentioned  in  said  Petition 
and  tbat  a  Committee  may  be  appointed  by  this  Court  to  view  said  Town  of  Sudbury  and 
report  a  Division  Line  to  be  setled  lietween  them.    Therefore :  — 

Resolved  that  Samuel  Austin  &  William  Brown  Esq"."  with  such  as  the  Hon^'ie  Board 
shall  Joyn  be  a  Committee  to  Repair  to  the  Town  of  Sudbury  hear  the  parties  &  view  the 
Circumstances  of  said  Town  and  make  Report  to  this  Com't  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  next  Sitting  of  tlje  General  Court  what  ought  to  be  done  and  that  the  Cost  of  said 
Committee  be  paid  by  the  Petitioners  Sent  up  for  Concurrence      John  Hancock    Spk^. 

In  Council  June  11th  1779 

Read  &  Concurred  and  Jo«iah  Stone  Esq'',  is  joined  —  John  AvEr>.Y    D  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  p.  93. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  foregoing  resolve,  reported  at  the  third  session,  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  on  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Curtis  &  others 
inhabitants  of  the  Easterly  part  of  the  Town  of  Sudbmy,  praying  for  a  Committee  of  this 
Court  to  settle  a  just  Line,  &  order  such  Divisions  &  Regulations  as  may  be  necessaiy  be- 
tween them,  and  the  M'esterly  part  of  the  Town,  and  Ordered  to  repah-  to  Sudbuiy,  hear 
the  parties:.  View  the  Circumstances  of  said  Town  and  report  wliat  Ought  to  be  done  — 

Report,  that  having  duly  notified  the  Town  of  Sudbury,  by  notifying  the  Cleric  of  said 
Town ;  ot  time  and  Place  of  meeting :  and  being  met  by  the  Select  Men,  together  with  a 
lai'ge  number  of  other  most  respectable  Gentlemen  belou'-dng  to  the  westerly  part  of  said 
Town,  we  spent  several  Days  in  hearing  the  parties,  &  Viewing  the  circumstances  of  said 
Town  And  after  the  most  deliberate  Consideration,  your  Committee  are  clearly,  and 
Unanimously,  of  Opiidon ;  that  it  will  greatly  contribute  to  the  convenience,  &  peace,  of 
both  Parties,  and  serve  the  pulilick  Interest,  that  said  Town  be  Divided  into  two  Seperate 
Towns,  by  the  following  Line  Viz.  Beginning  with  the  River  between  Concord  &  Lincoln, 
thence  to  run  with  the  River,  till  it  comes  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Ditch  on  the  westerly  Side 
of  said  River,  between  the  Meadows,  of  Wf  Baldwin  Esq  and  Eliakim  Rice,  thence  on 
said  Ditch  to  the  County  Road  leading  to  Stow,  Crossing  said  Road,  and  bounding  on  the 
Southerly  Side  thereof,  till  it  comes  to  the  Line  between  the  Land  of  Nath'.  Rice,  and 
Jon*  Carter,  thence  Southwesterly  with  the  Line  between  said  Kice,  &  Carter,  to  the  Land 
of  L\  Elisha  Wheeler,  then  running  Easterly  with  the  line  between  said  Carter  &  said 
Wheeler  to  the  County  Road  leading  to  Marlboro,  thence  running  up  and  bounding  on  the 
westerly  Side  of  said  road  till  it  comes  opposite  to  the  line  between  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  Heirs  of  L'.  Dan'.  Goodenow,  Deceas'd,  &  land  in  possession  of  Robert  Eames,  at 
sandy  HiU  (so  called)  thence  Crossing  said  road  to  the  corner  aforesaid,  thence  running  to 
a  Swamp  white  oak  Tree  near  the  head  of  Capt.  Moses  Maynards  Meadow,  thence  run- 
ning a  strait  line  to  a  swamp  white  oak  Tree  standing  on  the  Bank  of  the  River  Easterly 
from  the  Dwelling  House  of  Cap'.  Moses  Stone,  thence  up,  &  with  s^  River  to  franung- 
ham  Line. — 

And  further  it  is  the  Opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  Bridges  and  long  Causeways 
over  the  River  &  Meadows  near  M";  Jon".  Carters;  shall  for  ever  hereafter  be  supported 
and  maintained  by  the  two  Towns  in  equal  proportion,  the  said  Bridge  and  Causeways 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  Easterly  Town  notwithstanding;  and  that  all  the  Monies 
or  Estates  heretofore  given  by  any  Person  or  Persons  to  the  Town  of  Sudbmy  Should  be 
equally  divided,  to  each  Town  &  they  respectively  empowered  to  dispose  of  their  respective 
Moieties  agi-eable  to  the  direction  of  the  Donors  — 

And  that  the  Town  Stock  of  Anns  &  Ammunition  be  divided  to  each  Town  in  Equal 
proportion  according  to  the  number  of  persons  that  are  obliged  to  Bear  Arms,  in  each 
Town  — 

And  that  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  — 

JosiAH  Stone    Pr  Order 
In  Council  Nov^  25'.  1779  Read  &  Accepted 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avert    D  Sec-'" — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Nov  26'.ii  1779  Read  &  concurrd 

John  Hancock    Spk"" 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  p.  85. 

The  vote  by  which  the  House  concurred  in  the  vote  of  acceptance  of  the  above  report, 
stood  thirty -three  to  twenty -six ;  and  on  the  first  day  of  December,  the  bill  of  this  chapter 
was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  Council.  On  the  next  day,  it  was  read  again,  and  sent  down. 
On  the  3d,  it  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  the  consideration  thereof  "referred 
to  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court." 

While  the  Assembly  was  holding  its  second  session,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sud- 
bury held  a  meeting,  of  which  the  following  is  the  record :  — 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  T.  x  x  x  y  ff. 
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"  At  a  Legall  Town  Meeting  in  Sudbury  Sepf  20  1779 
On  a  Motion  made  to  Instruct  their  Representative  to  oppose  a  Division  of  the  Town  of 
Sndbury  Unanimously  Voted  the  following  Instructions 
I'o  Cap*,  Jonathan  Rice 
S"'    Notwithstanding  a  former   vote  of  the  Town  for  Dividing  the  Same  by  the  River,  yet 
upon  more  Maturely  Considering  the  Scituation,  and  viewing  the  Circumstancis  of   the 
Town,  we  are  fully  of  Opinion  that  a  Division  of  the  Same  cannot  take  place  without  preju- 
dice to  the  one  part  or  the  other.    You  are  therefore  directed  to  use  your  utmost  En- 
deavours to  prevent  any  Division  of  Said  Town 

True  Copy  attest  James  Thompson    Town  Clerk 

Sudbury  Sepf  21»>  1779  "  —  Ibid.,  p.  90^. 

Besides  instructing  their  representatives,  as  above,  a  committee  of  the  inhabitants,  chosen 

for  the  pui-pose,  presented  the  following  protest  against  the  proposed  division  of  the  town  :  — 

««*;++      fthpATT=!     )       To  the  honorable  the  Cuiiiicil  &  the  honorable  the  house  of 

.  tate  ot  me  i-uas-   r   j^epresentatives  of  said  State  in  General  Court  assembled  at 

sach-isetts  Bay      J  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^.g 

Ezekiel  How,  Thomas  Plympton  &  William  Rice  jun';  (a  Committee  from  the  Town  of 
Sudbury,  &  specially  impowered  by  said  Town  for  the  Purpose,)  most  respectfully  shew, 

That 'it  is  with  the  greatest  Regret  &  Concern  that  a  Major  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town  understand  that  a  Bill  hath  been  brought  foward  in  the  General  Court  for  the 
dividing  of  said  Town  &  making  two  sepcrate  Corporations  of  the  same  :  They  therefore 
beg  leave  in  behalf  of  said  Town  to  submit  the  following  Reasons  against  said  Bill  passing 
into  a  Law,  to  your  Honors  Consideration  — 

Fii-st.  A  Major  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  are  greatly  averse  to  the  proposed  Separation. 

Secondly.  That  they  humbly  conceive  that  the  splitting  of  Towns  Rarely  conduces  to 
the  public  Interest  at  any  Period ;  but  at  this  particular  Time,  the  multiplying  Towns  may 
operate  greatly  to  the  iniblic  Detriment,  bacause  a  Constitution  of  civil  Government  for 
this  State  is  not  yet  compleated. 

But  should  the  honorat)le  Assembly,  still  think  proper  to  sustain  the  Bill,  they  beg  leave 
to  object  to  its  passing  in  its  present  Form,  for  these  Reasons ;  Said  Bill  proposes  that  the 
intended  Westerly  Town,  shall  support  one  half  of  the  great  Causeways  &  Bridges  on  the 
Easterly  Part  of  the  present  Town,  notwithstanding,  should  the  Division  take  place,  the 
Westerly  Town  will  be  saddled  with  nearly  double  the  l-ixpence  of  necessaiy  Highway 
Repairs,  which  the  Easterly  Town  will  be  subject  to;  In  addition  to  which  according  to 
the  Division  Line  run  by  said  Bill,  all  the  Gravel  which  is  appi-opriated  for  the  Repair  of 
s<!  Causeway  by  the  present  Town,  will  lie  within  the  Easterly  Town,  &  consequently  they 
be  intitled  to  the  exclusive  Privilege  of  using  it :  That  by  said  proposed  Division,  all  the 
One  only  excepted  Poor  belonging  to  the  present  Town  will  be  thrown  for  Support  on  the 
Westerly  Town  only  :  That  the  proposed  Line  will  cut  off  a  large  training  Field  from  the 
Westerly  Town ;  which  was  specially  appropriated  by  the  original  Donors  to  the  Benefit 
of  the  West  Parish  of  the  now  single  Town  ;  That  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  will  be  greatly 
injured  as  Individuals,  should  the  proposed  Line  of  Division  take  place,  all  which  can  be 
made  sufficiently  to  appear;  For  these  &  other  Reasons  which  can  be  offered,  your  Peti- 
tioners, in  behalf  of  said  Town  of  Sudbury,  pray  that  no  Division  of  said  Town,  untill  a 
new  Constitution  shall  be  adopted,  may  be  made ;  And  if  this  cannot  be  conceded  to,  at 
least  that  said  Bill  may  be  recommitted  &  said  Town  by  their  Agents  be  farther  heard 
respecting  the  Premisses. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 
Ezekiel  How  1 

Thos  Plympton        >  Committee."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  186, />.  16. 
William  Rice  Ju«  J 

The  following  additional  remonstrance  was  presented  at  the  same  session :  — 
"State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  J- 

To  the  honorable  the  Council  &  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled  at  IJoston  December,  1779  — 

Caleb  Wheeler,  Robert  Eames,  Isaac  Hunt  ]wa.\  Sam'  Hunt  &  Moses  Stone  humbly  shew. 

That  they  are  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Sudbury,  &  havmg  heard  that  a  Bill  is  now 
pending  before  the  1  !onorable  Assembly  to  make  a  Division  of  said  Town  &  erect  the  same 
into  distinct  Coi-porations  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  Reasons  against  said  Bill 
bemff  passed  into  a  Law,  to  your  Honors  wise  Consideration. 

That  by  the  Division  Line  laid  down  in  said  Bill  the  House  &  farm  of  your  Petitioner 
Caleb  Wheeler  is  set  oft"  to  the  Easterly  Town,  whereas  they  lay  on  the  Westerly  Side  of 
the  River,  Whereby  should  such  easterly  Town  be  incorporated,  your  Petitioner  will  loose 
the  privilege,  in  a  great  Measure  of  the  Town  School,  &  be  otherwise  subjected  to  great 
Disadvantages. 

That  by  the  Division  Line  pointed  out  by  said  Bill,  the  Houses  &  Farms  of  yom-  other 
Petitioners  Robert  Eames,  Isaac  Hunt  jun"-.  Sami.  Hunt,  &  Moses  Stone  are  each  placed 
in  two  Divisions,  the  Houses  will  lie  in  the  West  Town,  &  the  greatest  part  of  the  Farms 
each  own,  in  the  East  Town,  by  Means  of  which  their  Estates  will  be  lessened  in  their 
Value,  &  they,  otherwise,  subjected  to  great  Inconveniences. 

They  therefore  pray,  that  said  Bill  may  not  pass  into  a  Law :  But  if  your  Honors  should 
think  any  Bill  of  the  like  nature  expedient,  they  pray  that  they  may  be  heard  previous  to 
a  Law  being  passed,  as  they  presume  they  can  satisfy  your  Honors,  that  a  Division  Line 
may  be  run  without  Injury  to  your  Petitioners,  cSi  at  the  same  Time  without  any  Disad- 
vantage to  the  proposed  Easterly  Town.  And  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall 
ever  pray  Caleb  Wheler 

Robt  Emes 
Isaac  Hunt  Jie 
Samuel  Hunt 
Moses  Stone." — Mass.  Files :  House,  no.  430, 
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The  date  of  the  presentation  of  the  foregoing  remonstrances  has  not  been  ascertained,  for 
want  of  a  copy  of  the  House  Journal  between  December,  1779,  and  April,  1780.  For  the 
same  reason  the  date  of  the  following  report  is  unkno^\^l;  but  it  is  supposed  to  have  been 
made  within  the  al)ove  period;  proljably  about  March  23,  1780,  when  the  bill  ajipears,  by 
a  memorandum  endorsed  thereon,  to  have  lieen  recommitted.  A  memorandum  on  the 
original  report  denotes  that  it  was  accepted :  — 

"  1  he  Committee  To  whom  was  refer'  the  petition  of  the  Com'^"  on  behalf  of  the  Town 
Sudbury  and  also  the  petition  of  Caleb  Wheeler  and  others  Inhabitants  of  8'^  Sudbury  pray- 
ing that  the  bill  now  pending  before  the  Ilon'^'"  Assembly  for  dividing  said  Town  may  not 
pass  into  a  Law  or  att  least  that  said  BiU  may  be  reconmiitted  &  that  they  by  their  Agents 
be  further  heard  respecting  tlie  prcmes  — 

Your  Committe  have  attended  that  Service  &  having  fully  heard  the  parties  on  theur 
Sevaral  petitions  &  duly  Considered  the  Same  beg  leave  to  report.  That  the  principle 
grievances  Complaind  of  by  the  Com'^e  of  Sudbury  is  remedied  in  the  Bill  for  dividing 
said  Town,  &  that  said  Town  of  Sudbury  in  its  present  Scituation  is  Subjected  to  very 
great  disadvantages,  which  renders  it  necessary  that  it  should  be  divided,  which  in  the 
Opinion  of  your  Com"^^"  will  Conduce  to  the  Interest  of  both  Eastern  &  Western  part  and 
that  no  other  Line  Can  be  drawn  that  will  do  Equall  Justice  to  I'-ach  party  better  than  the 
Line  agreed  upon  by  the  Com'j-e  who  reported  the  division,  and  that  the  bill  pass  in  all  Re- 
spects as  though  it  had  not  been  referr'j  to  this  present  Session."  —  Ibid. 

In  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  dated  March  6,  1780,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  represented  that  sundry  inhabitants  of  tlie  town 
had  voted  that  the  town  jiay  £300  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  committee  chosen  by  them 
to  apjiear  at  the  third  session  of  the  Legislature,  to  oppose  the  division  recommended  by  the 
legislative  committee ;  that  the  meeting  for  this  purpose  had  been  warned  liy  the  selectmen, 
by  posting  a  notice  at  the  door  of  the  meeting-house,  on  Sunday,  the  fiftli  of  December, 
and  that  the  meeting  was  held  on  the  sixth,  and  adjotirned  to  the  seventh,  when  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  £300  was  voted  for  the  same  piu-pose ;  and  that  an  assessment  had  been 
ordered  for  collecting  these  sums  from  the  inhabitants.  The  petitioners  objecting  to  the 
legality  and  equity  of  these  transactions  (most  of  them  having  received  no  notice  of  the 
meeting),  prayed  the  General  Court  to  take  these  proceedings  of  tlie  town  into  their  con- 
sideration, "  and  grant  them  some  relief  from  such  an  unlawful  tax,  as  they  in  their  great 
wisdom  and  wonted  goodness  shall  think  best." 

The,  bill  of  this  chapter  was  taken  up,  in  the  House,  March  23,  1780,  and  committed  to 
Messrs.  Brown  of  Framingham,  Perry  and  GerriSh,  and  on  the  6th  of  April,  having  been 
read  three  times,  it  was  pnssed  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  four  amendments; 
one,  substituting  "eighty"  for  "seventy-nine,"  in  the  heading,  and  another  inserting  the 
preimible  as  it  stands  in  the  act,  for  the  following  form,  reported  in  the  bill :  *'  Whereas  the 
inhabitants  of  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  of  Sudbury,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  have 
represented  to  tliis  court  that  they  labour  under  many  difficulties  in  their  present  situation, 
for  the  remedying  of  which  they  earnestly  request  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  sep- 
arate town  by  the  name  of  East  Sudbury;"  still  another,  adding  the  last  sentence  in  the 
second  section ;  and  the  last,  adding  the  third  section  to  the  act.  The  bill  was  then  sent 
up  to  the  Council,  for  concmxence,  where  a  vote  of  concurrence  was  passed  on  the  next 
day,  and  on  the  tenth,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted.  It  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the 
Council. 

The  following  petition  sufficiently  explains  the  origin  and  purpose  of  the  resolve*  which 
it  precedes :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

To  the  Hone    Council  &  Hon'-e  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen'.    Court  Assembled. 
The  Petetion'of  Jonathan  Rice  Humbly  sheweth  — 

That  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  this  State  did  in  then*  Session  in  April  1780  —  In- 
corporate into  a  separate  Town :  a  part  of  the  Town  of  Sudbury,  by  the  name  of  East 
Sudbury :  &  in  the  Act  for  Incorporating  said  Town  of  East  Sudbury  it  was  provided ; 
that  they  the  Inhabitants  of  East  Sudbury  aforesaid,  should  be  held  to  pay  their  propor- 
tion of  all  the  Taxes  Granted  or  that  should  be  Granted  to  be  Assessed  on  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Sudbury :  during  their  then  Session. 

But  no  provision  being  made  in  said  Act  to  tmpower  the  State  Treasurer  to  direct  his 
warrants  to  the  Constables  or  Collectors  of  East  Sudbury  to  Collect  any  part  of  the  Taxes 
aforesaid.  — 

Your  Petetioner  therefore  humbly  prays  you  Honors  to  take  the  matter  into  your  wise 
consideration  and  pass  such  order  thereon,  as  shall  remove  the  difficulty  Suggested  in  the 
foregoing  petetion.  — 

Your  Petetioner  fmlher  begs  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Honors,  the  propriety  of  du-ecting 
the  Treasu''  to  stay  his  Executions  against  the  Collectors  of  East  Sudbury  for  their  part  of 
the  Taxes  aforesaid  for  a  short  time  -  and  your  Petetioner  in  Duty  bound  will  pray  - 

JoNA  Rice 

Septem  20th  1780."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  229,  p.  172 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  House  of  Representatives  September  25  1780  — 

On  the  Petetion  of  Jonathan  Kice  Praying  that  the  State  Treasuerer  may  lie  impowerd 
to  direct  his  warrants  to  the  Collectors  of  East  Sudbuiy  for  reasons  set  forth  In  said  Pete- 
tion, therefore  Resolved  that  the  Hono'e  Henry  Gardner  Esqr  be  and  he  hereby  is  Im- 
powered  and  du'ccted  to  issue  his  warrant  or  warrants  to  the  Constable  or  Constables,  Col- 
lector or  Collectors  of  East  Sudbury  to  collect  and  pay  into  the  Publick  Treasury  of  this 
State  all  the  Taxes  committed  to  them  to  collect  or  that  shall  be  committed  to  them  to 
Collect  in  consequence  of  the  Town  of  East  Sudbury  being  formerly  a  part  of  the  Town  of 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LX. 
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Sndbmy  any  Law  or  Resolve  of  this  State  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding  and  the  Treas- 
urer is  hereby  directed  to  Stay  Execution  against  the  Constable  or  Constables  Colector  or 
Colectors  of  the  Said  Town  of  East  Sudbuiy  for  th  Taxes  aforesaid  untill  the  Twentyeth 
day  of  October  Next  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  Sep'.  25'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Sec^  — 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  p.  171. 

Chap.  35.  The  town  records  of  Mendon  show  that  as  early  as  May,  1739,  John  Jones 
and  others  presented  a  petition,  to  the  inhabitants,  in  town  meeting,  asking  to  be  set  off 
"  a  particular  town,  by  themselves."  The  inhabitants  refused  to  grant  the  prayer  of  this 
petition,  and  confirmed  this  refusal  by  a  second  vote  at  the  same  meeting, —  the  former 
vote  liaving  been  doubted.  The  particular  reasons  for  this  request  have  not  been  ascer- 
tained ;  but  it  appears  that  within  two  years  after  the  presentation  of  this  petition,  certain 
difficulties  between  »he  Rev.  Mr.  Dorr,  the  minister  of  Mendon,  and  members  of  his 
church  and  congregation,  had  resulted  in  the  calling  of  an  ecclesiastical  council  which  had 
pronounced  against  the  minister,  and  that.  In  the  town  meeting  on  the  second  day  of 
March,  1740-41,  Mr.  Dorr  had  succeeded  in  procui'ing  the  passage  of  votes  expressing  con- 
fidence in  him,  and  agreeing  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  persons  to  unite  with  another 
committee,  to  be  chosen  by  such  members  of  his  church  as  adhei'ed  to  him,  in  calling  an- 
other council.  Against  these  votes,  as  also  a  vote  to  adjourn  to  the  16th,  a  respectable 
minority  had  protested;  notwithstanding  which,  the  adjourned  meeting  was  held,  and  a 
committee  chosen,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dorr. 

The  subject  of  the  above  controversy  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  next  Assembly, 
In  Its  first  session;  and  on  the  16th  of  July,  1741,  the  following  order  was  passed  In  the 
House :  — 

"  A  Petition  of  Thomas  Tenney  &  a  great  number  of  others  Inhabitants  of  Mendon ; 
Setting  forth  the  Controversies  they  have  had  and  still  have  with  their  Minister  M"".  Josepli 
Dorr,  upon  which  they  have  had  the  advice  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Council,  which  the  said 
M'  Dorr  refuses  to  comply  with  or  to  do  any  thing  to  give  the  Petitioners  a  reasonable 
satisfaction ;  and  therefore  Praying  that  they  may  be  set  ofi"  as  a  separate  Precinct  or 
otherwise  relieved  in  the  premisses. 

In  the  House  of  Represent^.fs  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  serve  one  or  more 
of  the  Select  men  of  the  town  of  Mendon  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  that  they  shew  cause 
if  any  they  have  on  Tuesday  the  Twenty  Eighth  day  of  July  currant  why  the  prayer 
thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

In  Council ;  Read  and  Concur'd  Consented  to  J :  Belcher."  —  Council 

Records,  vol.  XVII.,  book  3,  p.  15. 

The  petition  was  read  again  July  29th,  together  with  the  answer  of  Samuel  Morse  and 
others,  agents  of  the  town  of  Mendon,  and  immediately  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  Speaker  and  six  members  of  the  House,  and  five  members  of  the  Council. 
This  answer  has  not  been  found  in  the  archives ;  but  the  committee  was  charged  "  to  hear 
the  parties  forthwith,  and  report  thereon." 

On  the  last  day  of  ihe  session  (Aug.  8th)  the  report  of  the  above  committee  was  read  and 
accepted  in  the  Council;  but  the  House  nonconcurred,  and  passed  an  order  " that  the 
report  be  referred  till  the  fall  sessions,  for  further  consideration."  With  this  vote,  the 
Council,  in  turn,  nonconcurred,  and  voted  to  adhere  to_their  own  vote ;  whereupon  the 
House  again  voted  a  nonconcurrence. 

During  the  thud  session,  the  town  voted  (Sept.  22nd)  Its  consent  that  the  territory  east  of 
Mill  River  "  be  set  off,  as  a  separate  town,  but  that  they  would  not  allow  the  new  town 
any  portion  of  the  ministry  or  school  land,  or  of  the  money  accruing  from  the  sale  of  any 
part  of  the  same."  * 

Upon  this  action  by  the  town,  the  following  petitions  were  presented  and  considered  in 
the  House,  early  in  the  November  session :  — 

"  To  his  Excellency  William  Shirley  Esq"".  Cap'.  General  &  Govern^  in  chief  in  and 
Over  his  Majesties  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  &c  And  to  the  Honb'«  the  Council 
&  the  House  of  Representatiues  of  Sd  province  in  General  Cotirt  or  Assemljly,  this  25'J»  of 
November  1741- 

The  Petition  of  Sundrey  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  in  8<\  pro^snce,  hereunto 
Subscribing 

Humbly  Sheweth 

That  the  said  Town  of  Mendon  in  Answer  to  a  petition  of  Sundrey  Inhabitants  on  the 
Easterly  Side  of  Mill  River  in  s<i  Town,  did  at  their  Meeting  On  Sep"  the  22  1741  Vote 
their  consent  That  the  Lands  in  s*!  Township  lying  on  the  Easterly  Side  of  Mill  river  to 
the  Country  Road  by  ShefBelds  Mill  then  bounding  on  said  Road  to  Bellingham  &  Bound- 
ing on  Bellingham  HoUiston  &  Hopkinton  with  All  the  Lands  &  Inhabitants  who  dwell 
On  those  lands  within  said  lines  be  a  distinct  &  Separate  Township 

That  the  Lands  Set  off  by  the  Town  as  afores'!  with  the  polls  &  Estates  rateable  to  the 
Support  of  the  Ministry  &  being  within  s<i  Boimdaries  Are  not  (A[s  yourfj  petitioners 
Conceiue)  more  than  about  One  Third  part  of  Said  Town  considered  [as  by  the  t]  polls  or 
Estates 

That  there  are  fine  families  on  the  Westerly  Side  of  [said  Millf]  River  Who  Choose  to 
Congregate  with  your  petitioners  &  to  be  laid  to  tbem  whose  lands  also,  At  least  some  of 
them  will  be  much  Incomoded  by  remaining  to  the  Old  Town,  which  families  if  Added  tc 
your  petitioners  will  as  yo''  petitioners  hope  render  their  charge  of  maintaining  the  Gospel 
feasible 

Yo'.  petitioners  Are  Nevertheless  humbly  of  Opinion  That  it  wonld  be  more  Conduciae 

*  MetealTs  Annals  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  p.  240.  f  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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to  the  peace  &  welfare  of  the  whole  That  yo";  petitioners  &  Others  living  within  the  Bounds 
As  Afores<i  with  the  Addition  of  those  few  families  be  Enacted  a  Separate  precinct,  rather 
than  A  Separate  Township  And  That  it  would  Yet  more  So,  if  the  Ministiy  of  both  the 
Churches  &  Con<rregations  in  Said  Town  may  be  Supported  by  a  joint  Stocli,  &  every  one 
Attend  the  public  Ministry  that  is  most  convenient  &  Agreeable 

Yc;.  Petitioners  humbly  Pray  Yom-  Excellency  &  this  Hon'''«  Court  That  the  Inhabitants 
of  Mendon  dwelling  on  the  Easterly  Side  of  Mill  River  &  Adjoining  as  afores<i  to  Belling- 
ham  Ilolliston  &  Hopkinton  with  their  lands  in  Said  Township  Together  with  Other  lands 
on  the  Westerly  side  of  S^}  River  up  to  a  Road  called  the  Eight  Rod  Road  &  Including 
Nathan  Tylers  House  &  Lands  up  to  Upton  Line  may  be  Enacted  a  Separate  Town,  Or  a 
Separate  precinct,  Or  That  the  publick  Ministry  of  both  the  Churches  &  Congregations  in 
the  Town  of  Mendon  be  Supported  by  a 'lax' or  Assessment  upon  the  whole  Town  As 
Yor  Excellency  &  Hon's  Shall  Judge  most  Meet  &  Convenient 

And  your  Petitioners  Shall  Ever  Pray  &c  " —  [Signed  by  John  Jones  and  thirty  others.] 

And  Wee  whose  names  are  hereimder  Written  (being  the  Owners  of  the  Lands  of  the 
fine  families  abouenamed)  humbly  pray  that  Wee  with  Our  Lands  may  be  Annexed  to  the 
New  Town  or  precinct,  Unless  the  Ministry  be  jointly  Suppoited 

Nathan  Tyler 
John  Thwing 

Thomas  White." —  Mass.  Archives, 
vol.  12,  p.  195. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  an  order  was  passed  on  the  above  petition,  that  the  prayer 
thereof  be  so  far  gi-anted  as  that  the  petitioners  be  allowed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  township, 
agreeable  to  the  vote  of  the  toicn  of  Mendon,  at  their  meeting  September  22,  1741. 
This  order  was  sent,  the  next  day,  to  the  Council,  where  a  vote  was  passed  concurring 
therein,  with  an  amendment,  substituting  the  following  words  for  the  words  printed  in 
Italics,  in  the  order :  — 

"  with  their  Families  &  Estates  be  erected  into  a  separate  precinct  according  to  the 
Bounds  contained  in  the  Vote  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  pass'd  the  22^  of  Septr  last.  And 
that  the  Inhabitants  be  invested  with  the  powers  &  privileges  of  the  Inhabitants  of  other 
precincts  within  this  Province." —  Ibid.,  p.  197. 

Ihe  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  proposed  amendment  and  insisted  upon  their  ovm 
vote,  whereupon,  on  the  3(!th,  the  Council  voted  a  nonconcurrence.  On  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber, the  subject  was  again  brought  up  by  a  message  from  the  House,  requesting  the 
Council  to  reconsider  their  last  vote,  which  they  accordingly  did ;  but,  upon  another  vote, 
they  refused  to  concxu-  with  the  vote  of  the  House,  and  voted  to  adhere  to  their  amend- 
ment. 

I'he  House  now  ordered  the  petitioners  to  notify  the  town  of  Mendon  to  appear  on  the 
16th,  if  the  com-t  should  be  then  in  session,  or,  if  not,  on  the  first  Thmrsday  of  the  next 
session,  to  show  cause  "  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  gi-anted  with  respect  to  their 
being  made  a  precinct."  No  record  of  a  hearing  on  the  16th,  has  been  found ;  but  a  memo- 
randum upon  the  petition  shows  that  the  House  then  voted  to  nonconcur  in  the  above  last 
vote  of  the  Council. 

No  further  action  on  the  above  petition  than  has  been  already  described,  appears  of 
record  in  the  jom-nals  of  the  House.  The  following  vote  upon  that  petition,  however,  pre- 
ceded hj  a  brief  statement  of  the  prayer  thereof,  appears  in  the  legislative  records  of  the 
Council ;  and  both  the  petition  and  vote  are  here  printed  from  the  originals  remaining  in 
the  state  archives  :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Eep^^^  Dec"  22'!  1741  — 

Read  again  together  with  the  answer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  and  thereupon 

Voted  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Pet"  be  so  far  granted  as  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Mendon 
with  their  Estates  lying  on  the  Easterly  side  of  JMill  River  and  bounded  by  said  river 
Bellingham  Hopkinton  and  Holliston  including  the  Familys  with  the  Estates  on  the  West 
side  of  s''  river  to  the  eight  Rod  Road  as  expressed  and  described  in  the  Pet'»  together  with 
Nathan  Tyler  and  his  lands,  Samuel  Rawson  Dan'  Lovel  Will'"  Hayward  Thomas  White' 
Dan'  White  William  Ilovcy  Josiah  Adams  Benj*  Green  Sam'  Green  and  Eben"'  Albee  with 
their  Estates  in  the  old  or  standing  part  of  said  Town,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  Joyn 
with  the  ret>Mn  building  a  meeting  House  and  settling  a  minister  be  and  hereby  are 
erected  into  a  distinct  and  seperate  Precinct,  and  that  the  Inhabitants  thereof  be  invested 
with  the  same  I'owers  and  Priviledges  as  other  Precincts  do  enjoy. 

Saving  nevertheless  that  Jonathan  Hayward  John  Green  Obadiah  Wheelock  James 
Allbee  Joseph  Corbit  Thomas  Beard  Benjamin  Allbee  James  AUbee  Jun''  John  Kilbum 
John  Green  Jun''  Eben''  Wheelock  Will'"  Spragac  Joseph  Rockwood  Jonathan  Haywood 
John  Haywood  Will'«  Sprague  Jun''  and  JoLin  White  living  within  the  abovemention'd 
Bounds  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  deske  it,  together  with  their  Estates  may  continue  to 
the  standing  part  of  said  Town  so  long  as  they  attend  the  publick  Worship  there  in  a 
Stated  way  and  no  longer.  Provided  that  the  said  Inhabitants  so  set  off  shall  within  the 
space  of  two  Years  fi'om  this  time  Erect  a  convenient  Meeting  House  and  Settle  a  Learned 
and  Orthodox  Minister  for  the  publick  Worship  of  God. 

Sent  up  for  concm-rence  J    Hobson    Sp'^"' 

In  Council  Dec.  Zi,  1741.  Read  &  Concur'd  J  Willaud    S^cv 

Consented  to  W    Shirlky."  —  Ibid.  , 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1742,  the  petition  of  John  Holbrook  and  others,  of  the  to\vn  of  Bel- 
lingham, and  James  Albee  and  others,  of  Mendon,  praying  that  a  certain  part  of  the  latter 
town  be  set  off  to  BeUingham,  was  read,  and  after  notice  thereon  to  the  town  of  Mendon, 
returnable  on  the  first  Friday  of  the  next  session,  and  upon  consideration  of  the  answer  of 
a  committee  of  the  town  of  Bellingham  the  petition  was  dismissed  on  the  third  of  Septem- 
ber. 
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The  petitioners,  in  this  instance,  alleged  "  that,  by  reason  of  the  great  number  of  secta- 
ries in  Bellingham,  the  remaining  part  are  not  able  to  support  a  gospel  minister,  and  that 
the  petitioners  of  Mendon  are  commodiously  situated  for  IJellingham." 

The  above  appears  to  have  been  the  only  attempt  to  change  tlio  territorial  condition  of 
the  precinct  as  established  in  1741,  save  that,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1741,  the  following 
vote  was  passed,  upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  precinct,  "  shewing  tlie  diffi- 
culties they  meet  with  l)y  reason  of  the  uncertainty  of  their  bounds,  as  described  by  the 
order  of  the  Court,  and  praying  tliat  their  bounds  may  I)e  more  plainly  described,  and  that 
they  may  be  impowered  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  unimproved  lands  Ijelonging  to  non-residents, 
for  the  charge  of  building  a  meeting-house  and  settling  and  supporting  a  minister  in  the 
said  precinct : "  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representves ;  Read  &  forasmuch  as  in  the  Vote  of  the  General 
Court  constituting  them  a  Precinct,  the  Southerly  Bounds  thereof  were  not  described; 
Therefore 

Voted  that  the  Southerly  Bounds  of  said  Precinct  be  the  Country  Road  from  Belling- 
ham Line,  to  Shefflelds  Mill  to  the  Eight  Rod  Road  (so  called)  which  is  agreable  to  tiie 
Vote  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  pass'd  September  22. 1741."  —  Council  Records,  vol.  X  VII., 
book  4,  ju.  471. 

Upon  the  second  prayer  of  the  petition,  the  Legislature  ordered  notice  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  unimproved  lands  in  the  precinct,  returnable  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  next 
session.  At  the  time  appointed,  altbough  the  record  sliows  no  direct  action  upon  this  pe- 
tition, another  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  and  notice  thereof  ordered  to  be  served  on 
the  town  of  Mendon.  This  petition  was  by  William  Sheffield,  John  Sprague  and 
Nehemiah  Nelson,  all  of  Mendon,  "shewing  their  dissatisfaction  at  their  being  rated  to 
the  support  of  the  ministry  in  the  new  precinct  in  said  town,— the  meeting-house  being 
placed  at  such  a  distance  from  them  that  they  can  have  no  benefit  Ijy  it;  and  therefore 
praying  that  they  and  their  estates  may  yet  remain  in  the  old  precinct,  and  the  tax  afore- 
said taken  off  from  them."  To  this  petition  the  town  made  answer,  and,  on  the  first  of 
December,  the  petition  was  ordered  to  be  dismissed.  Neither  of  the  above  petitions,  read, 
respectively,  in  August  and  Octol)er,  has  been  found  in  the  state  archives. 

The  proceedings  which  resulted  in  the  enactment  of  the  present  chapter,  began  with  a 
vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Mendon,  at  a  town  meeting  held,  Marcli  15,  1779, 
by  adjournment  fi'om  the  first  day  of  the  month,  on  the  question  wliether  or  not  "  the  town 
will  vote  off  the  easterly  precinct  in  said  town,  to  be  a  separate  town,  agreeable  to  the 
tenth  article  in  the  warrant  ?"  — which  was  answered  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  vote  of 
sixty-seven  to  sixty,  talien  on  a  division  of  the  polls.  On  the  12th  of  April,  at  a  meetmg 
duly  warned,  the  town  chose  a  committee  of  three,  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
easteily  precinct,  "  to  see  how,  and  in  what  manner,  said  precinct  shall  be  set  off  as  a 
town."  On  the  third  day  of  May,  the  two  committees  submitted  the  following  reports; 
whereupon  it  was  '•  Voted,  that  the  boundary  line  between  the  town  of  Mendon  and  the 
easterly  precinct,  when  set  off  into  a  separate  town,  be  the  middle  of  the  Eight-rod  Road 
(so  called),  to  Upton  line :  "  — 

"Mendon  2,]^  May  1779  we  the  Subscribers  being  a  Committee  Chosen  by  the  Town  of 
fid  Mendon  at  their  last  Town,  meeting  to  meet  a  Committee  of  the  Second  Precinct  of  s'' 
Mendon  to  Consult  and  agree  witii  s''  Committee  on  Such  Conditions  and  articles  as  would 
be  proper  for  said  Town  and  said  Precinct  to  Come  int>y  — in  Case  said  Precinct  Should  be 
Set  off  hj  the  Gener  il  CJourt  (ol:  this  State)  into  a  Distinct  Town  —  and  to  make  report  of 
our  doings  at  the  then  Next  meeting  of  said  Town  for  the  Choise  of  a  Repress  we  having 
attendedsi  Service  with  the  Committee  of  the  Second  Precinct  Chosen  for  that  purpose 
and  h  ive  agreed  upon  the  following  .\rticles  (viz) 

Ar£  1^  that  the  Meadow  or  Land  Usually  flowed  by  the  Mill-Pond  formerly  Occu^jied 
by  L^  Wn>  Sheffield  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Country  Road  belonging  to  said  Town  Shall 
Still  remain  and  Continue  the  property  of  the  s'  Town  of  Mendons  although  s''  2'"'  Pre- 
cinct should  become  a  Sei'orate  Town  and  in  Case  said  Town  of  Mendon  should  have  occa- 
sion to  Eject  Jeremiah  Kilby  the  present  occupier  of  said  Pond  or  any  other  Person  or 
Persons  who  may  hereafter  occupy  si  Land  from  the  possession  of  s'J.  premises  by  reason 
that  he  or  they  shall  not  keep  a  good  Grist-Mill  in  repair  at  or  near  the  premises  agreable 
to  the  Original  agreement  between  said  Town  and  Mattathas  Puffer  and  David  How 

Then  thi^  sd  2]^  precinct  altho'  they  shall  become  aseperate  Town  shall  have  the  three 
Eighth  parts'of  what  sij  Town  of  Mendon  Shall  recover;  they  the  said  second  Precinct 
paying  the  three  Eighths  parts  of  the  Cost  and  Charge  that  may  arise  in  recovering  the 
same 

Ari,  2]!^  agreed  that  the  s'J  Second  Precinct  draw  their  Equal  proportion  of  the  School 
Money  according  to  the  Valuation  of  s'}  Town  also  one  Third  part  of  the  Ministry  Money 
belonging  to  said  Town  also  their  Equal  proportion  of  the  said  Towns  Stock  of  Arms  & 
Ammintion  — 

3;:^  agreed  that  the  si  Second  Precinct  take  their  Equal  proportion  of  the  poor  Main- 
tain^ by  the  Towm  according  to  the  Tax  s'J  second  Precinct  pay — and  also  if  after  s.^,  2^2^^ 
Precinct  is  set  off  as  a  Seperate  Town  there  shall  be  any  poor  Sent  to  this  Town'  from 
proper  authority  to  be  maintain''  by  this  Town  and  it  shall  appear  that  the  persons  so 
brought  were  the  usual  or  origenal  Inhabitants  of  the  s'J  second  Precinct  then  the  said  2^ 
*         Precinct  shall  receive  and  maintain  them  as  their  Poor. 

4i>  that  the  s'.'  2"^  Precinct  pay  their  equal  proportion  of  all  the  Charges  that  have  or 
Shall  arise  within  the  Town  of  Mendon  prior  to  then:  being  Incorporated  as  a  seperate 
To\vn  of  what  ever  Name  or  Nature. 

5"''y  that  if  there  a])pear  to  be  a  surplussagc  of  Money  over  and  above  paying  all  the 
Towns  Cost  &  Charge  when  they  the  &^  second  Precinct  shall  be  Come  a  seperate  Town 
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then  the  said  2"^  precinct  to  Draw  their  Equal  proportion  according  to  their  Valuation  — 
all  which  Submitted  to  s^  Town  — 

John  Tyler         "j 

Peter  Penniman  >    Committee  of  the  Town 
Aaron  Everett    j  of  Mendon." —  Mass.  Files : 
Bills,  1780. 

"  We  the  subscribers,  being  a  Committee  chosen  by  the  2nd.  Precinct  in  Mendon  to  meet 
the  Committee  chosen  by  the  Town  of  Mendon  to  consult  and  agree  with  said  Committee 
on  such  condition  and  Articles  as  would  be  proper  for  said  Town  and  Precinct  to  come 
into  in  case  said  Precinct  should  be  set  off,  by  the  General  Court  of  this  State  into  a  dis- 
tinct town,  we  have  this  day  attended  said  service  with  said  Committee  and  have  agreed 
upon  all  the  foregoing  Articles,  and  in  case  the  said  Town  of  Mendon  should  accept  the 
foicgoing  Report,  we,  in  behalf  of  the  said  2nd.  Precinct  ingage  that  all  the  foregoing 
Articles  shaU  be  punctually  fulfilled  on  said  2nd.  Precinct's  part  after  they  shall  be  set  off 
as  a  Town. 

Jonathan  Jones  ]        Committee  of 

Seth  Nelson  >  the  Second 

IcHABOD  Thater,  Jr.  J  Prcciuct  of  Mendon. 

Mendon  May  3, 1779."  —  Metcalfs  Annals  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  p.  381. 

On  the  19th  of  the  same  month,*  the  above'report  was  accepted  by  the  inhabitants,  in  a 
toivn  meeting,  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  voted  to  settle  the  boundary  between  the  two 
towns  agreeably  to  the  vote  of  the  inhabitants  at  the  previous  town  meeting. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  next  Assembly  no  movement  appears  to  have  been  made 
to  secure  a  confirmation  of  the  division  thus  mutually  agreed  upon  between  the  two  towns ; 
but  in  the  second  session  the  following  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  September  15th, 
and  refeiTcd  to  Messrs.  Farley,  Perry  and  Thm-ston  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay 

To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled 
at  Boston  September  8"'  1779 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  Easterly  Precinct  in  Mendon,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  in 
said  State,  Humbly  shew,  that  they  your  Honom-'s  Petitioners  have  been  set  off  from  the 
Town  of  Mendon  as  a  Precinct,  between  Thirty  and  Forty  Years  —  that  your  Petitioners 
are  humbly  of  Opinion  that  if  they  were  set  off  as  a  seperate  Town  from  the  Town  of 
Mendon  it  might  be  for  the  Advantage  of  both  Parts  of  said  Town ;  as  it's  Extent  as  it 
now  liethis  large,  and  many  People  have  Six  or  Seven  Miles  to  go  to  attend  Town  Meet- 
ings, which  Meetings  of  late  Years  by  the  DifHcultics  of  the  Times  are  Irecome  more  fre- 
quent and  cannot  be  avoided — that  if  said  Town  was  divided  it  would  bring  Publick 
Business  into  much  less  Compass — that  your  Petitioners  have  made  Application  to  said 
Town  to  see  if  they  would  Consent  and  Agree  that  the  said  Inhabitants  of  said  Precinct, 
consisting  of  more  than  One  Hundred  Families,  with  all  the  Lands  belonging  to  said 
Town  lying  on  the  Northwardly  side  of  the  Country  Road  and  on  the  Eastwardly  side  of 
the  Road  called  the  Eight  Rod  Road  should  be  set  off  from  the  Town  of  JNIendon  as  a 
seperate  I'own ;  which  Request  the  said  Town  has  granted  and  agreed  to,  together  with  our 
proportionable  Part  of  the  Ministry  and  School  Money,  and  Town  stock  of  Arms  and 
Ammunition  belonging  to  said  Town,  and  also  your  Petitioner's  proportionable  Part  of  the 
Poor  belonging  to  said  Town  which  are  now  a  Town  Charge;  to  all  which  the  Two  Parts 
of  the  said  Town  have  agreed,  as  by  Records  doth  appear. 

We  your  Petitioners  therefore  pray  that  your  Honours  would  take  this  our  Request  and 
humble  Petition  under  your  wise  Consideration,  &  set  off  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Precinct 

into  a  seperate  Town,  by  the  Name  of to  the  Bonnds  as  hereafter  mentioned; 

Namely ;  Begining  at  the  Southeasterly  Corner  at  a  Heap  of  Stones  in  liellingham  Line 
on  the  North  side  of  the  Country  Road  by  said  Road ;  then  running  Westwardly  and 
bounding  Southwardly  by  said  Road  untill  it  comes  to  a  Road  called  the  Eight  Rod  Road 
(now  reduced  hy  said  Town  to  a  Four  Rod  Road)  lying  at  a  Place  called  the  Neck;  then 
running  Northwardly  and  bounding  Westwardly  by  said  Road  as  it  is  now  stated  by  said 
Town,  untill  it  comes  to  Tipton  Line,  (each Town  to  maintain  the  one  Half  of  said  Roads;) 
then  bounding  Northwardly  by  Upton  Line  to  Ilopkinton  Line ;  thense  on  Hopkinton  Line 
to  Holliston  Line ;  thense  on  Holliston  Line  to  Bellingham  Line ;  thense  on  Bellingham 
Line  to  the  first  mentioned  Bounds  —  And  that  all  Proprietors  of  the  common  and  unde- 
vided  Lands  in  the  former  Township  of  Mendon,  enjoy  and  hold  their  Rights  as  for- 
merly -  &c  -  As  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray, 

Mendon  Sep^.  1^^  1779.  Garshom  Nelson        "|  Commttee 

Jonathan  Jones  >  of  said 

IcHABOD  Thater  jR     J  Precinct." — Mass.  Files: 
Bills,  1780. 

The  committee  above  named  reported,  verbally,  on  the  18th,  that  tSie  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners be  granted  and  that  they  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  liill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  on  the  first  of  October,  in 
the  forenoon,  and  it  had  its  second  reading  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and,  on  the 
4th,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  In  the 
Council  it  was  read,  first,  on  the  4th,  when  the  second  reading  was  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court.  On  the  8th  of  April,  1780,  the  biU  was  read  a 
second  time,  in  the  Council,  and  passed,  in  concmTcnce,  to  be  engrossed,  with  an  amend- 
ment substituting  the  passage  in  the  third  line  of  the  preamble,  wlaich  ends  with  the  word 

*  Metcalf,  in  his  Annals  of  Mendon,  makes  no  mention  of  this  meeting;  but  contemporary  copies 
of  proceedings  at  that  meeting,  from  the  town  records,  duly  attested  by  the  town  clerk,  are  on  file 
in  the  secretary's  office. 
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"  Worcester,"  for  thi  following,  as  reported  in  the  bill :  "  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the 
easterly  precinct  ia  t  e  town  of  Mendon,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  have  represented  to 
this  Comt  that  they" .  This  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  on  the  same  day ; 
and  on  the  Uth,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 
While  the  bill  was  pending,  the  following  certificate  was  filed  in  aid  of  the  petition :  — 
"  This  may  Certify  that  the  Number  of  Voters  in  the  Second  Presinct  in  Mendon  (quali- 
fied by  Law  to  Vote  in  town-meeting)  is  one  hundred  And  fifty  two 

"I  Assessor  of  the 
Adams  Chapin  >  Second  Presinct 
J  in  Mendon 
Mendon  March  y^  14"'  1780." —  Ibid. 

Chap.  36.  The  preamble  of  the  following  resolve*  sufficiently  explains  its  origin  and 
purpose : — 

"  State  of  Massachnsets  Bay   In  tlic  House  of  Representatives  Sepf.  21''  1779 

Whereas  great  disorders  have  arisen  in  the  Town  of  Boston  by  British  Prisoners  being 
suffered  to  go  at  large  in  said  Town  — 

Resolved  That  the  Oommittee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Town  of  Boston  be  &  they  are 
hereby  directed  forthwith  to  apprehend  ail  British  Prisoners  now  going  at  large  in  said 
Town,  &  deliver  them  to  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners  of  this  State,  who  is  directed  to 
Confine  them  on  board  the  A  Guard  Ships  in  this  Harbour  till  the  further  orders  of  B  this 
Court,  and  si  Committee  are  also  directed  to  take  up  all  other  suspected  Persons  & 
Carry  them  1)efore  some  Civil  Magistrate,  who  is  directed  to  Examine  them,  &  if  they  are 
not  able  to  give  a  good  acco^.  of  themselves  to  Committ  them  to  Goal  till  the  further  or- 
ders of  this  Court,  or  of  the  Honb'e  Council  in  the  recess  of  the  Same 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In   Council  Sepr  21.'  1779    Read  &  Concurred  with  Amendments  at  A  &  at  B 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avert    D  Sec^  — 

at  A  dele  Guard  &  insert  Prison 
at  B  dele  this  Court  and  insert  the  Council 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept  21.  1779 

Read  &  Concurrd  John  Hancock    Spk' 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  224,  p.  49. 

Before  the  foregoing  resolve  had  been  passed,  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Tudor,  Davis  of  Boston,  Wales,  Walley  and  Washburn,  had  been  appointed  f 
"  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  Contmental  and  state  prison-ships,  in  the  harbor  of  Bos- 
ton; also  l)y  what  means  so  many  prisoners  have  made  their  escape;  and  report  what 
measures  are  necessary  to  he  adopted  for  the  more  eflectual  securing  the  prisoners  brought 
into  this  state."  The  report  of  this  committee  was  read  in  the  House,  September  27tli,  and 
the  next  day  was  specially  assigned  for  the  consideration  thereof,  when  a  debate  ensued 
which  was  adjourned  to  the  20th.  On  the  5th  of  October,  the  deJjate  on  this  report  was 
resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  for  amendment.  On  the  Gth,  the 
committee  again  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  and  the  vote  of  acceptance  sent 
up  for  concurrence.  The  resolve  came  back,  the  same  day,  for  concurrence  in  a  vote 
thereon  referrins?  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolve  "  to  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  As- 
sembly." In  this,  the  House  refused  to  concur;  whci^upon  a  committee  of  conference 
was  proposed,  in  a  vote  of  the  House  which  was  nonconcurred  in,  on  being  sent  up  to  the 
Council.    No  further  trace  of  this  report,  or  of  any  action  upon  it  has  been  discovered. 

Just  before  the  close  of  the  third  session  of  the  General  Court,  Congress  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolves : — 

"  Many  inconveniences  attending  the  present  management  of  prisoners  of  war,  and  great 
dissatisfaction  having  arisen  from  the  mode  of  exchanging  them  heretofore  used  from 
the  partialities  inevitably  attending  the  same,  while  conducted  under  various  directions  by 
divers  commissaries  independent  of  each  other;  and  sufficient  provision  not  being  made 
for  their  security,  in  many  cases  frequently  occuring : 

Resolved,  That  all  prisoners  of  war,  whether  captivated  by  the  army  or  navy  of  the 
United  States  or  by  the  subjects,  troops  or  ships  of  any  particular  state,  shall  be  delivered 
into  the  care  and  custody  of  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners,  his  deputies  or  assist- 
ants, and  be  deemed  and  treated  in  alt  respects  as  prisoners  of  war  to  the  United  States  : 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  respective  States,  that  they 
make  no  exchanges  of  prisoners,  to  the  intent,  that  all  exchanges  may  be  made  through 
the  commissary  general  of  prisoners,  by  direction  of  Congress  or  the  commander  in 
chief,  or  board  of  admiralty;  and  when  "prisoners  are  taken  by  the  particular  subjects, 
troops  or  vessels  of  any  state,  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  by  private  ships 
or  vessels  of  war  fitted  out  in  any  particular  state,  these  shall  be  first  exchanged,  so  far  as 
is  necessary,  for  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  the  same  state,  taken  by  the  subjects,  ad- 
herents, ships  or  vessels  of  the  enemy ;  and  the  overplus,  if  any,  shall  go  towards  redeem- 
ing the  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  without  regard  to  their  being  subjects  or  in- 
habitants of  any  particular  state : 

That  all  masters  or  commanders  of  private  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  shall  take  the  ut- 
most care  to  bring  into  port  all  prisoners  captivated  by  them.  And  if  from  necessity  they 
shall  be  obliged  to  dismiss  any  prisoners  at  sea,  they  shall,  on  return  from  their  cruize, 
make  report  thereof,  on  oath,  to  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  of  the  state  to  which  they  be- 
long, or  in  which  they  arrive,  within  twenty  days  after  their  arrival,  with  their  reasons 
for  such  dismission.    And  if  the  judge  shall  not'be  satisfied  with  the  reasons  assigned,  or 

•Printed  reBOlves,  chapter  LVI.  f  Sept.  13,  1779. 
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if  it  shall  appear  that  the  prisoners  were  discharged  to  avoid  the  trouble  or  expence  of 
bringing  them  into  port,  and  delivering  them  into  custody,  or  in  any  wise  unnecessarily, 
then  the  judge  shall  transmit  an  account  thereof  to  the  executive  of  the  state,  who  are  re- 
quested to  examine  into  the  matter,  and  vacate  the  commission  granted  to  the  said  delin- 
quent master  or  commander  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  if  they  are  of  opinion  that  such  dismis- 
sion was  improper: 

That  all  prisoners  of  war  captivated  by  private  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  be  delivered  by 
and  at  the  expence  of  the  masters  or  owners  of  such  ships  or  vessels,  to  a  commissary  of 
prisoners  nearest  the  place  of  their  landing,  or  into  the  nearest  county  goal,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  commission  granted  to  such  private  ship  or  vessel  : 

That  on  such  delivery  of  the  prisoners  into  the  goal,  the  goaler  shall  be  obliged  to  in- 
form the  government  of  the  state  wherein  the  said  prisoners  are  landed:  or  in  case  of 
their  residence  at  too  great  a  distance,  the  lieutenant  or  commanding  ofQcer  of  the  militia 
of  the  county  wherein  such  prisoners  are  landed,  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners  or 
his  deputy,  that  if  the  said  prisoners  are  not  deemed  by  the  executive  of  the  state,  or  the 
said  commandmg  officer  of  the  militia,  to  be  in  a  place  of  sufficient  security,  they  may  be 
removed  under  proper  guards  to  a  place  or  places  of  greater  safety,  at  the  expence  of  the 
United  States.  And  the  executive  powers  of  the  i-espective  states  are  requested  to  give 
the  necessary  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  of  militia  on  this  subject,  and  to  pay  the 
expences  of  escorting  and  transporting  the  prisoners,  charging  the  same  to  the  United 
States.  The  said  executives  are  also  requested  to  give  orders  to  the  officers  of  their 
militia,  to  take  immediate  charge  of  all  prisoners  of  war  captivated  by  the  ships  and 
vessels  of  war,  belonging  to  the  United  States  or  to  any  particular  state,  and  to  convey 
them  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States,  to  the  nearest  commissary  of  prisoners,  or  to 
the  county  goal ;  and  also  direct  the  like  steps  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  their  removal  to 
places  of  greater  safety,  as  is  provided  in  the  case  of  prisoners  captured  by  private 
vessels : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states,  effectually  to  pro- 
vide, at  the  expence  of  the  United  States,  for  the  delivery  and  safe  keeping  of  all  prison- 
ers captivated  l)v  their  respective  subjects,  out  of  vessels  stranded  or  cast  on  shore  on 
their  coasts,  obliging  the  parties  taking  prisoners,  to  deliver  them  to  the  nearest  commis- 
sary of  prisoners  or  into  the  nearest  jail,  in  case  no  commissary  of  prisoners  is  stationed 
within  convenient  distance  of  the  place  of  capture;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  misconduct 
in  the  persons  so  taking  the  prisoners,  that  they  forfeit  all  right  to  the  vessel,  her  tackle, 
a|)parel  and  furniture  so  cast  on  shore,  or  the  property  they  may  save,  or  be  otherwise  en- 
titled to  out  of  such  vessel ;  or  imposing  such  other  penalty  as  the  said  legislatures  shall 
respectively  tbink  proper. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  legislatures  to  provide  and  direct,  that  all  jailers  re- 
ceive and  deliver  prisoners  of  war,  without  charging  any  fee  or  reward  to  the  persons  de- 
livering them  into  or  taking  them  by  proper  authority  out  of  their  custody.  The  reason- 
al)le  expences  of  supporting  such  prisoners  in  jail,  to  be  paid  by  the  government  of  the 
state  wherein  they  shall  be  confined,  and  charged  to  the  United  States,  except  where  they 
can  and  shall  be  otherwise  provided  for  by  the  proper  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  And  the  jailer  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  his  charges  against  the  United  States,  for 
account  of  prisoners  of  war,  to  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners,  or  his  nearest 
deputy,  when  any  prisoners  leave  the  jail,  either  for  removal  to  places  of  greater  security 
or  for  exchange : 

That  prisoners  of  war  either  on  their  march  or  in  confinement,  be  furnished  with  only 
two  thirds  of  a  soldier's  ration  : 

That  none  but  sick  or  wounded  prisoners  be  allowed  carriages  at  public  expence : 

That  all  prisoners  on  parole  pay  their  own  expences,  and  such  expences  shall  be  paid 
before  they  shall  be  exchanged  : 

That  ali  officers,  prisoners  of  war  to  the  United  States,  unless  in  hospitals,  pay  their 
physicians,  surgeons  and  attendants  : 

That  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners  and  his  deputies,  make  regular  monthly  re- 
tuins  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  numbers,  situation  and  exchanges  of  all  prisoners  under 
their  charge,  and  that  they  also  give  the  said  board  such  occasional  information,  of  all 
material  transactions  in  their  department,  as  circumstances  from  time  to  time  render 
necessary,  or  when  they  shall  be  required  by  the  board  so  to  do,  under  pain  of  being  sus- 
pended or  dismissed  by  the  said  board : 

That  all  exchanges  of  prisoners  made  in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  shall 
be  soldier  for  soldier  and  sailor  for  sailor."  —  Journals  of  Congress  :  Jan.  13,  1780. 

During  the  fourth  session  the  subject  of  better  providing  for  the  management  of  prison- 
ers of  war  was  again  taken  up  in  the  House,  and,  on  the  21st  of  March,  a  joint  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  "to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  law  or  laws  heretofore  made  for 
securing  prisoners  of  war  brought  into  this  state,  and  also  to  provide  for  the  future  care 
and  government  of  said  prisoners,  agreeable  to  the"  above  resolves  of  Congress. 

By  entries  in  the  minute-book  of  the  legislative  doings  of  the  Council,  it  appears 
that  the  committee  above  mentioned  did  not  report  until  the  28th,  when  the  bill  of  this 
chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  Council.  These  entries  are  confirmed  by  memoranda 
endorsed  on  the  bill,  wherein,  also,  it  appears  that  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  on  the 
first  day  of  April,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence;  and  that,  on 
the  third  of  April,  it  had  been  read  three  times  in  the  House,  and  there  passed,  in  concur- 
rence, to  be  engrossed.  On  the  12th  of  April,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed 
by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  37.  The  increasing  depreciation  of  the  currency,  which  had  led  to  the  revision 
of  the  fee-bill,  in  chapters  1  and  23,  respectively  (by  which  the  fees  of  public  officers  bad 
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been,  first  increased  eight-fold,  and  then  sixteen-fold,  within  the  space  of  six  months), 
now  obliged  the  Legislature  to  agaia  double  the  amount  of  the  last  preceding  rate ;  or,  in 
other  words,  to  multiply  the  old  standard  of  fees  by  thirty-two,  in  order  to  give  to  officers 
whose  fees  were  established  by  law,  an  amount  equivalent  to  what  they  had  received  for 
like  services  before  the  currency  had  depreciated. 

Owing  to  the  loss  of  the  journals  of  the  House  for  the  latter  part  of  the  third,  and  the 
beginning  of  the  fourth,  session,  this  year,  the  date  of  the  first  presentation,  or  report,  of 
this  chapter,  to  the  House,  has  not  been  ascertained;  but  from  the  memoranda  upon  the 
original  bill,  it  appears  to  have  been  read  three  times  in  the  House,  on  the  10th  of  April, 
on  "which  day  it  was  there  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concur- 
rence. On  the  next  day  the  Council  passed  it,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed ;  and  on 
the  13th  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  38.  By  the  "  General  Court  minute  book,"  which  was  used  in  making  up  the 
legislative  records  of  the  Council,  it  appears  that  a  resolve  was  passed,  in  concurrence, 
Dec.  28,  1779,  ordering  notice  to  be  served  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sutton,  to 
appear  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  and  show 
cause,  etc.,  against  the  petition  of  John  Adams  aud  others,  inhabitants  of  the  easterly 
part  of  Sutton.  It  also  appears  that,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1780,  this  petition  was  read 
in  the  Council,  and  that  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Benjamin  AVhite  of  that  Board, 
and  Col.  Hutchinson  and  Capt.  Hunt,  of  the  House,  was  then  appointed,  "to  consider 
this  petition  and  [the]  answer  thereto." 

It  may  be  assumed  that  the  petition  above  referred  to  was  similar  to  the  petition  which 
follows ;  but  what  further  action  was  had  upon  it  has  not  been  ascertained ;  and  even  the 
resolve  above  mentioned  does  not  appear  among  the  printed  resolves. 

The  following. petition,  accompanied  by  the  copy  of  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Sutton,  here- 
under printed,  was  read  in  the  House,  April  18,  1780,  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted,  and 
Mr.  Bacon  was  ordered  to  bring  in  a  bill,  accordingly  :  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  &  Hon^.  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  General  Court  Assembled  — 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  (being  Inhabitants  &  freeholders  in  the  Town  of 
Sutton  &  in  the  first  Parrish  in  Said  Sutton)  Humbly  Shueth  that  AVe  Live  five  &  Some 
Six  Miles  from  the  Meeting  house  in  Si  parish  &  it  Being  a  Very  Rough  &  Rugged 
Road  &  thereby  are  utterly  unable  to  Attend  publick  Worship  With  our  families  as  We 
Should  Be  glad  to  doo  &  other  Town  duties  and  None  of  us  Live  More  then  one  &  half 
Mile  from  the  Meeting  house  in  Northbridge  &  We  Can  l)e  Mucu  Better  Accommodated 
By  Being  Laid  &  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Northbridge  Both  as  to  Attending  on  Publick 
Worship  &  other  Town  Duties  Therefore  We  Pray  that  this  Honourable  Court  Would  Set 
us  &  our  Lands  &  Eastates  y'  we  now  owne  to  be  Laid  &  Annexed  to  the  Town  of  North- 
bridge —  And  We  further  Shew  that  We  have  applied  our  Selves  to  the  Town  of  Sutton  to 
Be  Sett  off  to  the  Town  of  Northbridge  and  tha  haue  complid  with  ouer  request  As  Will 
appear  by  the  Vote  of  of  the  Town  of  Sutton  hereunto  Annexed 
As  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Euer  Pray         John  Adams 

Sutton  April  y"  Iph  1780  Micah  thayer 

Stephen  Goldthwait 
Abnep  Adams 

EzEKiEL  Goldthwait."  —  Mass.  Files : 
Bills,  1780. 

"  At  a  Leagal  Town  Meeting  held  at  sutton  April  the  10th  1780  The  Town  voted  of  mr 
John  Adams  mr  Micha  Thayer  Mr  Stephen  Goldthwait  mr  Ezekel  Goldthwait  Mr  Abner 
Adams  they  and  their  Lands  to  be  Anexed  to  Northbridge 

A  True  Copy  attest  Follansbe  Chase    Town  Cler."  —  Ibid. 

On  the  same  day,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  and  on  the  19th,  it  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concur- 
rence, on  which  day,  also,  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  Council. 
It  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  on  the  20th,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  councillors. 

Chap.  39.  In  the  note  to  1777-78,  chapter  23,*  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Coxhall, 
certain  resolves  for  suspending  the  operation  of  that  act  are  mentioned.  The  following 
resolve  of  Oct.  1,  1778,  and  vote  of  acceptance  of  a  report,  June  5,  1779,  are  the  resolves 
referred  to ;  and  below  are  given  the  petitions  and  other  proceedings  upon  which  these 
legislative  votes  were  founded :  — 

"  To  the  Honb'e  the  Council  and  the  Honbi  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  general  Assembly  convened  Humbly  Shew 

The  Subscribers,  who  were  chosen  Select  men  &  assessors  for  the  town  of  Sanford  for 
the  year  1778.  That  a  Tract  of  land  of  eight  mile  square  formerly  called  Philipistown  in 
the  County  of  York  was  in  the  year  1768  Incorporated  into  a  Town  by  the  Name  of 
Sanford.  Soon  after  which  a  Valuation  of  the  Estates  Real  and  Personal  of  persons 
Resident  therein  was  taken,  and  Taxes  from  the  State  and  County  have  from  that  Time 
to  this  been  laid  upon  them,  and  like  assessments  of  men  &  other  matters  for  Supporting 
the  present  War. 

That  your  Petitioners  have  lately  heard  that  a  new  Town  has  been  lately  erected,  by 
the  Name  of  Coxhall,  which  takes  away  a  Considerable  part  of  the  Lands  and  Inhabitants 
from  Sanford  Viz  a  SUce  of  land  Two  miles  &  Three  quarters  of  a  mile  one  way  &  Six 
miles  the  other  way. 

That  your  Petitioners  are  apprehensive.  The  Incorporation  of  Coxhall,  was  done  either, 

•  P.  847,  anU. 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws. —  1779-80.  1335 

[KE VOLUTION  ARY  PERIOD —  "  STATE."] 

thro'  some  misinformation,  or  not  having  proper  knowledge  of  its,  taking  such  a  Slice 
from  Sanford  as  to  leave  the  Residue  in  an  Irregular  form.  Your  Petitioners  are  further 
Confirmed  in  this  Supposition,  as  the  Town  of  Sanford  were  not  notified  of  this  Incorpo- 
ration until  Since  it  was  effected,  and  as  your  Petitioners  have  been  informed  (for  they 
have  not  as  yet  Seen  the  Act  Incorporating  Coxhall).  There  is  no  Provision  made  re- 
specting the  paiment  of  Taxes  already  assessed. 

Your  Petitioners  would  further  represent  that  one  of  the  Select  men  &  assessors,  lives 
in  that  Part  of  the  Town  that  is  said  to  be  Incorporated,  by  the  Name  of  Coxhall :  which 
renders  the  duty  of  Your  Petitioners,  doubfull.  For  whether  the  Select  man  that  lives 
in  that  part,  called  Coxhall  has  any  Power  to  proceed  in  taking  a  Valuation,  agreable  to 
a  late  act  of  State,  or  to  assist,  the  other  two,  in  other  Town  Business  :  and  if  he  has  not 
whether  the  two  that  Remain,  are  legally  authorized  to  proceed  without  him  and  they 
•would  further  Suggest  that  a  difficulty  will  arise  of  the  same  kind  in  assessing  the  State 
Tax,  and  whether  any  part  of  it  can  be  now  assessed  upon  those  Inhabiting  Coxhall.  and 
whether  Your  Petitioners  may  not  be  involved  in  difficultys  for  the  asscsments  already 
made  for  as  they  are  not  ascertained  of  the  Time  Coxhall  was  Incorporated,  they  may 
have  assessed  a  Tax  since  that  Time.  Wherefore  as  there  has  been  as  yet  no  meeting 
Called  of  the  Coxhall  People  under  the  new  Incorporation  they  would  Suggest  for  the 
Reasons  before  mentioned  &  such  other  as  may  naturally  arise  upon  the  Facts,  the  In- 
expediency of  diminishing  the  Town  of  Sanford  of  any  of  its  few  Inhal)itants  for  the 
present,  or  at  least  to  suspend  the  Operation  of  the  s4  Incorporation  of  Coxhall  so  far  as 
it  lops  in  upon  Sanford  till  a  future  Period.  And  give  such  explicit  directions  respecting 
the  premises,  that  your  Petitioners  may  be  Enabled  to  do  their  duty  without  Danger  or 
Distraction 

Morgan  Lewis  "|  Select  men 

Phinehas  Thompson  l-for  Sanford 
Daniel  Gile  J  for  1778 

Sanford  Augt  3^!    1778."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  222,  p.  479.  • 

''To  the  Honrbie  Council  &  house  of  Representetives  |  g  ^  Masetusets  Bay- 

m  General  Assembly  Convened —  j  •' 

Annexed  to  the  Petition  of  the  Select  men  of  the  town  of  Sanford  August  y«  H""  1778  — 
We  your  Honours :  Humble  Subscribers  being  Apprehensive  of  Some  Error  or  with 
submission,  to  say,  some  Rong  Information  in  the  Petitioners  who  by  an  ungenerous 
and  secret  Way  as  to  us,  have  as  we  hear  been  Indulgd  with  the  Incorpreating  Coxhall  in 
to  a  Town,  which  has  been  Acted  Very  Contrary  to  our  wills  and  Grately  to  our  Disadvan- 
tage and  Injury  :  We  therefore.  Humbly  &  Unitedly  beg  that  the  aforeraention'd  Petition 
ot'our  Select  men  and  Assessers  may  be  Answerd :  and  the  Act  for  Incorpreating  Cox- 
hall may  be  Suspended  :  In  token  of  our  Desiers  and  in  Evedence  of  our  Approbation 
have  hereunto  Signed  as  freeholders  and  Inhabetanc  — 

Origenal  sellers —  Moses  Tebets  Sellers  oti  the  two  miles  Sg 

Jonathan  Johnson  James  Hartwell       th7-ee  Qarters  in  Dispute 

John  Stanyan  Simeon  Coffin  Daniel  Eastman 

Samvel  Willard  Thomas  williams  Joseph  Thompson 

Epheram  Low  Henry  Smith  Jonathan  Nowell 

BENJf   Harmon  Arch"   Smith  James  McDunel 

Naphtali  Harmon  Moses  Steuens  Benj*    Barrows 

Edward  Harmon  David  Stevens  Israel  Bebberd 

James  Gare  Samuel  Roberts  Isaac  Coffin 

Walter  Powers  Volintine  Stevens       Chas  Sargent 

Enoch  Hale  Ebenezbr  Roberts       Ebi'.nezer  Bursul 

Jonathan  Johnson  Jun^      John  Thompson  Jekemiah  Eastman 

Daniel  Bastow." —  Ibid., p.  482. 
The  above  petitions  were  read  in  Council,  September  '28th,  and  referred  to  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Henry  Gardner,  of  that  Boajrd,  and  Messrs.  Metcalf  am  1  Tobey,  of  the  House . 
who  were  ordered  to  take  both  petitions  "  into  consideration,  and  report  vchat  may  be 
proper  to  be  done  thereon."  The  following  is  the  report  of  this  committee,  and  the  con- 
current vote  thereon :  — 

"  The  Com"^"^  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition  of  the 
Selectmen  of  Sanford  together  with  a  Petition  from  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  San- 
ford aforsd  annexed  to  the  Petition  of  the  s^i  Selectmen  having  Considered  the  Same  ask 
Leave  To  Report  the  following  Resolution  Viz 

t  Resolved  that  the  act  for  incorporating  the  Plantation  called  Cox  Hall  in  the  County 
of  York  Into  a  Town  by  the  Name  of  Cox  Hall  passed  By  the  late  General  Assembly  of 
this  State  be  Suspended  till  the  further  Order  of  the  s''  General  Assembly  and  the  Assessors 
of  the  Town  of  Sanford  And  other  Town  Officers  of  Sanford  aforsd  arc  herby  Fully  im- 
powerd  to  do  &  transact  all  matters  and  Things  as  fully  as  if  the  Law  afors^i  had  never 
Passed  &  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Petitioners  Seasonably  Notify  the  Inhabitants  of 
(^ox  Hall  afors''  by  Serving  them  with  attested  Copies  of  said  Petitions  &  of  this  Order 
that  they  shew  Cause  (if  any  they  have  on  the  Second  thursday  of  the  Next  Session  of 
AiQ,  General  Court  why  the  Prayer  of  the  afors*!  Petitions  should  not  be  Granted  the  s^ 

*  This  figure  ia  uncertain.  t  Printed  resolves,  ctiapter  LTV. 
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Town  of  Cox  Hall  to  be  served  with  Copies  as  aforsd  at  least  thirty  Day  before  the  Time 
of  hearing 

Sep^  30'"  1778 

In  Council  Sept  30'.  1778    Read  &  Accepted 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jn?    Atekt  Dy  Sec7 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct :  1^'  1778    Read  &  concurr'd 

John  Pick-ering  Spk' 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid., p.  484. 

On  the  first  of  December  following  the  adoption  of  the  above  resolve,  the  inhabitants 
of  Sanford,  aC  a  legal  town  meeting,  appointed  Joseph  Simpson  and  David  Sewall  to  be 
agents  for  the  town,  jointly  and  severally  "  to  use  their  endeavor  to  procure  a  repeal  of 
the  act  for  incorporating  Coxhall  into  a  township,  so  far  as  it  interferes  with  the  town  of 
Sanford,  by  representing  the  matter  to  the  General  Court  in  such  way  and  manner  as  to 
them  or  either  of  them  shall  appear  most  eligible  for  obtaining  the  same." 

Two  sessions  intervened  between  the  date  of  the  above  order  and  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  of  this  chapter  in  the  General  Court.  In  the  mean  time,  the  following 
petition  was  prepared,  which  was  read  in  Council,  June  3,  1779,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Oliver  Prescott,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Cross  and  Bragdon,  of 
the  House,  who  were  ordered  to  take  into  consideration  the  original  petition  of  the  se- 
lectmen of  Sanford,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  same  (including  the  peti- 
tion given  below),  "hear  the  parties,  and  report  what  maybe  proper  to  be  done  there- 
on" :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

To  the  Honb]2  the  Council  and  the  Hon^Je  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court 
assembled. 

The  Subscribers  Freeholders  &  Inhabitants  of  a  Town  newly  Erected  By  the  name  of 
Cox  Hall  ("ited  to  appear  &  shew  Cause  why  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  of  a  number  of 
,the  Inhabitants  of  Sanford  should  not  be  Granted, 
Humbly  shew, 

That  the  Petition  from  Sanford  appears  to  your  Honours  humble  Petitioners  very  ex- 
traordinary and  to  be  built  upon  very  groundless  assertions  — they  are  pleased  to  say  in 
s<i  Petition  that  they  were  '  not  notified  of  the  Incorporation  of  Cox  Hall  till  after  it  was 
Effected '  and  that  they  '  are  apprehensive  it  was  done  Either  thro '  some  misinformation 
or  the  General  Court's  not  having  proper  Knowledge  of  its  taking  a  »lice  from  Sanford.' 
To  which  your  humble  Petitioners  would  Reply  that  tho '  the  People  of  Sanford  were  not 
formally  &  legally  notified  of  our  Request  to  the  General  Court  to  be  Erected  into  a  Town 
in  the  form  we  now  are,  yet  they  could  not  be  ignorant  of  it,  as  our  Petition  lay  before  the 
General  Court  four  or  five  Years  before  it  was  granted  and  a  Gentleman  now  one  of  the 
Selectmen  of  Sanford  &  that  signed  the  Petition  against  said  Incorporation  was  one  of  the 
Petitioners  for  the  Incorporation.  If  it  was  of  Importance  that  the  General  Court  should 
have  Known  that  Cox  Hall  as  Petitioned  for  &  Granted,  took  in  a  part  of  Sanford  we  are 
humbly  of  Opinion  that  it  lay  with  those  who  tho't  themselves  injured  by  it  to  have  given 
the  General  Court  that  Notice  and  have  made  their  Objections  against  it,  and  also  that 
they  had  sufficent  Opportunity  for  doing  it:  and  it  appears  to  your  linnil)le  Petitioners 
very  unf;iir  &  ungenerous  in  them  now  to  make  a  plea  of  their  not  Ijeing  notified  of  said 
Incorporation  to  procure  the  Suspension  of  it;  as  we  hau~l)een  at  considerable  Expence  in 
Calling  meetings,  laying  out  high  ways  &  other  things  which  are  necessary  under  new  In- 
corporations aiid  Since  the  said  Suspension  have  no  legal  way  to  Raise  money  to  defray 
these  Charges. 

Your  humble  Petitioners  would  Suggest  to  your  Honours  the  Reasons  why  the  annex- 
ing the  Slice  of  Land  (now  in  dispute)  to  Sanford  would  be  inconvenient  &  ineligible,  the 
principal  of  which  are  that  there  is  a  Body  of  waste  Land  lying  between  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Two  Towns  four  or  five  miles  wide  which  will  not  admit  of  settlements  it  being  a 
Barren  Pitch-pine  Plain  including  a  large  Spruce  swamp  which  at  certain  Seasons  is  im- 
passable by  Reason  of  a  flow  of  Water  — Likewise  that  Two  Rivers  &  in  some  Places 
Three  run  thro'  said  Land,  on  which  accounts  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  for  the  In- 
habitants on  the  disputed  Land  to  be  included  in  the  Town  of  Sanford  as  they  could  never 
Expect  jointly  to  Enjoy  any  Privileges  civil  or  Religious  — The  Line  Between  the  Two 
Towns  as  Inst  settled  By  the  General  Court  in  the  act  for  Incorporating  Cox  Hall  runs 
thro'  said  Plains  and  thereby  Remedies  the  above  Evils  and  DifBculties  which  would  un- 
avoidably attend  the  Inhabitants  of  the  disputable  Land  being  connected  Avith  Sanford  as 
the  most  of  them  Live  four  or  five  miles  from  the  Settlements  in  said  Town. 

It  mav  likewise  be  of  importance  to  your  Honours  to  be  informed  that  the  Proprietors 
of  Cox  Hall  include  in  their  Claim,  the  whole  of  the  Slice  of  Land  now  in  Dispute,  the 
annexing  of  which  to  Sanford  leaves  the  Remainder  too  Small  for  a  Town,  whereas  when 
annexed  to  Cox  Hall,  Sanford  still  contains  many  thousands  of  acres  of  Land  more  than 
Cox  Hall  with  double  the  number  of  Inhabitants,  and  as  the  most  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Cox  Hall  now  live  on  the  Disputed  Land  their  being  annexed  to  Sanford  would  not  only 
be  vastly  inconvenient  for  them  but  also  Leave  the  remaining  Inhabitants  under  Peculiar 
disadvantages. 

Your  honours  most  humble  Petitioners  would  in  Conclusion  observe  that  it  appears 
very  Extraordinary  to  them  that  the  People  of  Sanford  should  Object  to  the  Incorpora- 
tion of  Cox  Hall  when  they  themselves  have  been  so  sensil>le  of  the  Inconveniency  of 
our  being  connected  with  them  as  a  Town  on  account  of  our  Lying  so  Remote  from  them, 
that  they  have  Ever  Caused  the  money  Voted  By  the  Town  to  be  Collected  &  Expended 
as  Sepei-ate  from  Each  other  as  any  two  Towns  in  the  State. 

AVc  therefore  for  the  Reasons  above  mentioned  pray  your  Honours  that  the  Petition  of 
the  Selectmen  &  Inhabitants  of  Sanford  may  be  dismiss'!    &  the  Incorporation  of  the 
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Town  of  Cox  Hall  be  no  Longer  suspended  and  your  humble  Petitioners  as  in  Duty 
Bound  shall  Ever  pray  &c 
Deer    31.  1778 

Settlers  on  the  2^  miles  of  disputable  Land 


Nathel  Conant 
Humph  ERY  Whitten 
Martthew  Lassell 
Samuel  Cluff 


EzEKiL  Webber 
WM  Parsons 
John  White 
Paul  Giles 
Moses  Sweat 
John  Killim 


'mark 


Thomas  Kimball 
Benja  Trippe 
Samuel  Dorman 
Elxsha  Smith 
Elisha  Smith  Junr 
Elisha  Littelfield 
John  Emons 

Samuel  Emons  X  his  mark 
Aaron  Drown 
Benjamin  Stephens 
Calab  kimbal 


Heber  kimbal 
Stephen  Stimson 
james  bukke3 
John  Goodridqe 
Thomas  Low 
Sami-    Friend 
Wm  Burks 
Charles  Witt 
Job  Creset 
Solomon  Ricker 
Robert  Swainson 


Settlers  on  the  Six  mils  of  Coxhall  out  of  the  Incorporation  of  Sanford 


Phinis  Ricker 

Samuel  Martain  X  his  mark 

Francis  Varney  X  his  mark 

James  Sands 

John  Clark  Junr 

Rebuen  Downs 

Simeon  Chadbourn 


Alexander  Grant 
Silas  Grant 
Paul  Weston 
Ezra  Hunt 
Love  Robakts 
Nehmiahb  Gray 
Jeremiah  Roberts."  — 


John  Low 

Joshua  Ricker 

Lewis  Martin 

Richard  Yeaton 

John  Clarck 

Paul  Chadbourn 

Jonathan  Goodwin 
Ibid.,p.')J%. 

On  the  4th  of  June  the  above  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
read,  first,  in  the  Council,  and  not  accepted  :  — 

"The  Committee  of  both  houses  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition  of 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Sanford  and  the  papers  accom]);mying  the  same,  hear  the 
parties  and  report  what  is  proper  to  he  done  thereon —  Have  fully  heard  the  parties  and 
Observe  that  the  Bills  for  incorporating  the  Towns  of  Sanford  &  Coxhall  Intercept  a  val- 
uable part  of  each  other?  Grant;  That  each  of  s"?  Towns  contain  a  great  Quantity  of 
broken  Land  unfit  for  Settlements,  and  that  if  they  continue  Si  perate  Towns  it  is  very 
probable  the  propr.s  &  Inhabitants  may  be  incumbered  with  Expensive  Disputes  about 
their  property  :  The  Committee  are  therefore  fully  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  for  the 
Interest  of  the  Towns  of  Sanford  &  Coxhall  to  be  incorporated  into  one  Town,  by  the 
Name  of  Aiford,  which  name  your  Com'f^  have  been  informed  would  be  very  pleasing  to 
many  of  the  Inhabitants  — 

Which  is  Submitted —  Oliver  Prescott  p'' ord^."  —  /fii'f?.,  p.  486. 

On  the  next  day,  the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  vote  of  the  Council  rejecting  the  re- 
port, and  ordered  it  to  be  recommitted.  In  this,  the  Council  concurred.  At  the  same  time, 
the  committee  was  changed,  by  the  appointment  of  Col.  Prime  and  Artenias  Ward,  in 
place  of  Messrs.  Cross  and  Prescott,  respectively,  who  were  absent  The  committee  as 
thus  reconstituted,  immediately  made  a  report,  *  which,  together  with  the  vote  thereon, 
was  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  Committe  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition  of 
the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Sanford  and  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  hear  the 
Parties  and  report  what  is  projicr  to  be  done  thereon  have  attended  the  Service  assigned 
them  and  are  of  Opinion  that,  the  operation  of  the  act  incorporating  Coxhall  be  Still  Sus- 
pended ;  And  that  a  Committe  be  ajjpointed  by  the  General  Court  to  Repair  to  Sanford  & 
Coxhall  and  view  the  same  &  Report  to  the  General  Court  in  what  manner  Coxhall  ought 
to  be  incorporated  that  is  to  say  whither  any  of  the  land  now  included  within  the  bounds 
of  Sanford  ought  to  be  incorporated  with  Coxhall.  the  Expence  to  be  born  as  the  General 
Court  shall  hereafter  order.  The  Committe  that  shall  l)e  appointed  to  notify  the  town  of 
Sandford  &  Proprietors  of  Coxhall  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting  at  least  thirty 
days  before  the  day  of  their  meeting  Which  is  humbly  Submitted 

Artemas  Ward  <^  order. 

In  Council  June  5.'  1779        Read  &  Accepted 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery    D  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  5"'  1779  Read  &  concurred.  &  thereupon  Or- 
der'd  'I'hat  Capt  Bragdon  &  Coll  Prime  with  such  as  the  Hotf''  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Com- 
mitter for  the  purpose  aforesaid  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk;; 

In  Council  June  5.'  1779        Read  &  Concurred  and  Charles  Chauncey  Esq'  is  joined  — 

John  Avery    f>  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  p.  473. 

Edward  Cutts  was  appointed  on  the  committee  last  named,  September  11th — Mr. 
Chauncy  having  resigned  the  trust  in  July,  on  account  of  ill  health  and  the  circumstances 
of  his  family. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  the  following  report  was  read  and  accepted  in  Council,  ana 
sent  down  for  concurrence :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

The  Committe  of  both  Houses  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  Repair  to  Sanford  and 
Coxhall  to  Veiw  the  Same  and  to  Say  in  what  manner  Coxhall  ought  to  be  Incorporated; 
and  whether  any  of  the  Land.  Incorporated  within  the  bounds  of  Sanford  ought  to  be  In- 
corporated with  Coxhall  have  Notified  the  parties  attended  the  Service  Veiwed  the  Preni' 


*  Printed  rcBOlveB  of  the  May  bcsbiod,  chapter  XLVII. 
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ises  heard  the  parties  and  ask  Leave  to  Report,  that  Coxhall  be  Incorporated  by  the  Fol- 
lowing Bounds —  Viz.  Begining  on  the  Western  side  of  Mousom  River  at  a  pitch  Pine 
stump  on  the  Edge  of  the  IBank  of  sd  River  &  on  the  head  line  of  Wells  and  to  run  from 
thence  North  Easterly  on  the  head  line  of  Wells  and  Arundell  Six  miles  until  1  it  Comes 
within  four  Miles  of  Saco  River,  to  an  Oak  Island  so  Called,  thence  from  said  Arundell 
line,  on  a  line,  on  a  Northwesterly  Course  Continuing  at  tbc  Distance  of  four  Miles  from 
s<i  Saco  River  and  parallal  thereto,  back  into  the  Country  Six  mile  and  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty  Rods,  and  fom  thence  to  a  Hemlock  tree  marked  on  four  Sides,  about  Forty  rod 
to  the  Northward  of  a  Pond  called  Swan  Pond  from  thence  across  said  Pond  excluding 
about  two  thirds  thereof  on  a  Southwest  Course  untill  it  Comes  to  the  line  on  the  North 
East  side  of  the  Town  of  Sanford,  and  from  thence  South  Easterly  on  a  Strate  line  to  the 
bounds  on  the  Head  of  Wells  began  at,  which  bounds  will  Include  about  five  Thousand 
acres  of  Land  which  is  included  in  the  Eight  mile  Square,  Incorporated  in  a  Town  by  the 
Name  of  Sanford  all  which  is  Submitted 

Edw»  Cutts  V  order  — 

N.  B  the  Committee  to  be  paid  as  the  General  Court  Shall  order."  —  Ibid.,  p.  492. 

Though  the  above  report  was  brought  down  to  the  House  immediately  after  the  above 
vote  of  the  Council,  thereon,  was  taken,  it  was  not  concurred  in,  until  March  24,  1780.  On 
the  25th,  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Batchelder,  White  and  Godfrey, 
was  appointed,  "  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  incorporation  of  Coxhall,  agreeably  to  a  report 
accepted  yesterday." 

The  loss  of  the  journals  of  the  House  between  Dec.  31,  1779  and  April  10,  1780,  leaves 
nothing  by  which  it  can  be  determined,  with  certainty,  whether  or  not  the  bill  of  this  chap- 
ter was  the  first  bill  reported  by  this  committee ;  i)ut  it  appears  not  unlikely  that  the  com- 
mittee, at  first,  submitted  a  draught  of  a  bill  still  remaining  in  the  state  archives,  and 
bearmg  the  title,  "An  Act  for  repealing  a  law  of  this  state,  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  intitled  '  An  Act  for  the  incor- 
porating the  plantation  called  Cox  Hall,  in  the  county  of  York,  into  a  town,  by  the  name 
of  Cox  Hall ; '  and  for  incorporating  the  said  town,  by  the  same  name,  by  diferent  boun- 
daries." In  this  bill,  after  a  repeal  of  1777-78,  chapter  23,  it  was  provided  that  Coxhall 
be  reincorporated  by  the  boundaries  given  in  the  committee's  report. 

The  bill  of  this  chajjter  was  read  a  third  time,  in  the  House,  passed  to  be  engrossed  and 
sent  up  for  concurrence,  April  13,  1780;  on  which  day,  also,  it  was  read  a  first  time  in 
Council.  On  the  21st,  it  was  read  a  second  time  in  Council,  and  passed,  in  concurrence, 
to  be  engrossed,  with  an  amendment,  inserting,  in  the  first  section,  the  words  "  on  a 
straight  line,  bounded  at  four  miles  distance  from  said  Saco  River,"  which  were  omitted 
in  the  bill.  The  House  concurred  in  this  amendment,  and  on  the  24th,  the  bill  was 
passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Filed  with  the  bill,  was  a  plan  of  the  territory  as  last  laid  out ;  and  accounts  of  expenses 
of  the  committee,  dated  Nov.  9,  1779,  were  filed  with  the  report. 

Chap.  40.  It  appears  from  the  following  report  that,  as  early  as  March  10,  1780,  Gov. 
Trumbull  of  Connecticut,  forwarded  copies  of  two  acts  of  that  state,  repealing  two  former 
acts;  one,  making  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  a  legal  tender  at  their  nominal 
value,  and  another,  for  ascertaining  the  current  value  of  these  bills,  and  for  making  them 
a  tender  at  that  rate  :  — 

"The  Committee  of  both  Houses  to  whom  were  referred  Governor  Trumbulls  Letter  of 
the  10""  ins|  covering  two  Acts  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  repealing  an  Act  of  said  State 
making  the  Bills  of  Credit  ot  the  United  States  a  legal  Tender  &  an  Act  for  Assertaining 
the  Value  of  said  Bills  &  making  them  a  Tender  at  their  Current  Value,  have  attended 
that  Service  &  beg  leave  to  report,  that 

As  it  is  of  tbc  greatest  Importance  to  every  Government  effectually  to  Establish  its  pub- 
lic Credit  and  Faith  and  to  render  Justice  as  far  as  possible  to  every  Member  belonging 
thereto,  and  in  a  most  especial  manner  to  those  who  have  placed  a  particular  Confidence 
in  their  Equity,  it  is  highly  expedient  &  Necessary  for  the  [promotion*]  of  these  valuable 
and  Important  Ends  — 

That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  &  bring  in  a  Bill  for  ascertaining  &  declaring 
the  Value  of  the  Notes  executed  &  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  &  making  Provi- 
sion for  their  l)cing  finally  made  good  ^:  the  Principal  together  with  the  Interest  paid  to  the 
respective  Lenders  in  Gold  or  Silver  or  in  Bills  of  Public  Credit  of  this  State  according  to 
the  full  Value  of  said  Notes  when  they  were  issued 

All  which  is  humbly  Submitted 

Thomas  Cushing  W  order."  —  Mass.  Archives, 
vol.  137,  p.  262. 

The  loss  of  the  journals  of  the  House,  for  the  period  between  Dec.  31,  1779  and  April  10, 
1780,  leaves  no  trace,  in  the  records  of  the  Massachusetts  Assembly,  of  any  earlier  pro- 
ceeding, there,  similar  to  this  of  Connecticut.  The  current  value  of  the  Continental  bills, 
throughout  the  United  States,  had  sunk  to  about  one-fortieth  of  their  nominal  value,  with 
no  prospect  of  a  reaction  ;  and  it  needed  only  the  example  of  one  state  to  cause  a  general 
breach  through  the  elaborate  but  insuflicient  net-work  of  legislation  designed  to  maintain 
the  credit  otthe  currency  against  the  operation  of  natural  laws. 

Neither  the  above-named  letter,  nor  the  copies  of  the  acts  received  therewith,  are  known 
to  be  in  existence ;  but  it  appears  from  an  entry  in  the  "  General  Court  minute  book,"  that 
the  papers  were  received  on  the  17th,  and  immediately  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Tudor,  Choate  and  Osgood,  of  the  House,  and  Thomas  Cushing  and 
Timothy  Danielson,  of  the  Council.    The  same  record,  as  well  as  a  paper  preserved  in  thfl 

*  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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state  archives,  shows  that  on  the  25th,  Major  Davis  was  appointed  on  this  committee,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Choate,  who  was  absent ;  and  both  the  record  and  a  memorandum  on  the 
report  itself,  show  that  on  the  27th,  the  report  was  read  in  Council,  accepted,  and  sent 
down  for  concuriencc.  This  is  all  that  has  been  found  relating  to  legislative  proceedings 
in  conformity  to  the  example  of  Connecticut,  until  after  the  following  resolves  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  had  been  received  :  — 

"  These  United  States  having  been  driven  into  this  just  and  necessary  war  at  a  time 
when  no  regular  civil  governments  were  established,  of  sufBcient  energy  to  enforce  the 
collection  of  taxes,  or  to  provide  funds  for  the  redemption  of  such  bills  of  credit  as  their 
necessities  obliged  them  to  issue;  and  before  the  powers  of  Europe  were  sufficiently  con- 
vinced of  the  justice  of  their  cause,  or  of  the  probable  event  of  the  controversy  to  afford 
them  aid  or  credit,  in  consequence  of  which,  their  bills  increasing  in  quantity  beyond  the 
sum  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  a  circulating  medium,  and  wanting  at  the  same  time 
specific  funds  to  rest  on  for  their  redemption,  they  have  seen  them  daily  sink  in  value, 
notwithstanding  every  effort  that  has  been  made  to  support  the  same;  insomuch  that  they 
are  now  passed  by  common  consent  in  most  parts  of  these  United  States,  at  least  thirty- 
nine  fortieths  below  their  nominal  value,  and  still  remain  in  a  state  of  depreciation,  where- 
by the  community  suffers  great  injustice,  the  public  finances  are  deranged,  and  the  neces- 
sary dispositions  for  the  defence  of  the  country  are  much  impeded  and  perplexed  :  and 
whereas,  effectually  to  remedy  these  evils  for  which  purpose  the  United  States  are  now 
become  competent,  their  independence  being  well  assured,  their  civil  governments  estab- 
lished and  vigorous,  and  the  spirit  of  their  citizens  ardent  for  exertion,  it  is  necessary 
speedily  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  the  paper  medium  in  circulation,  and  to  establish  and 
appropriate  funds  that  shall  ensure  the  punctual  redemption  of  the  bills  :  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  several  states  continue  to  bring  into  the  continental  treasury  by 
taxes,  or  otherwise,  their  full  quotas  of  fifteen  million'doliars  monthly  as  assigned  them 
by  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  October,  1770 ;  a  clause  in  the  resolution  of  the  23d  of 
February  last,  for  relinquishing  two  thirds  of  the  said  quotas  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  that  the  states  be  further  called  on  to  make  provision  for  continuing  to 
brini  into  the  said  treasury  their  like  quotas  monthly  to  the  month  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  inclusive : 

That  silver  and  gold  be  reccivalile  in  payment  of  the  said  quotas  at  the  rate  of  one 
Spanish  milled  dollar  in  lieu  of  forty  dollars  of  the  bills  now  in  circulation : 

That  the  said  bills  as  paid  in,  except  for  the  months  of  January  and  February  past, 
which  may  be  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  past  contracts,  be  not  re-issued  but 
destroyed : 

That  as  fast  as  the  said  bills  shall  lie  brought  in  to  be  destroyed,  and  funds  shall  be 
established  as  hereafter  mentioned  for  other  bills,  other  l)ills  be  issued  not  to  exceed  on 
any  account  one  twentieth  part  of  the  nominal  sum  of  the  bills  brought  in  to  be 
destroyed : 

That  the  bills  which  shall  be  issued,  he  redeemable  in  specie,  within  six  years  after  the 
present,  and  bear  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  paid  also  in 
specie  at  the  redemption  of  the  bills,  or  at  the  election  of  the  holder  annually  at  the 
respective  continental  loan-offices,  in  sterling  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  United  States 
on  their  commissioners  in  Europe,  at  (our  shillings  and  six-pence  sterling  per  dollar: 

That  the  said  new  bills  issue  on  the  funds  of  individual  states  for  tliat  purpose  estab- 
lished, and  be  signed  by  persons  appointed  by  them,  and  that  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  be  also  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  said  bills,  in  case  any  state  on  whose  funds 
they  shall  be  emitted,  should  by  the  events  of  war  be  rendered  incapable  to  redeem  them; 
which  undertaking  of^  the  United  States,  and  that  of  drawing  bills  of  exchange  for  pay- 
ment of  interest  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  indorsed  on  the  bills  to  be  enmted,  and  signed  by 
a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  Congress  for  that  purpose : 

That  the  face  of  the  bills  to  be  emitted  read  as  follows,  viz. 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid  Spanish  milled  dollars,  by  the  thirty- 

first  day  of  December,  1786,  with  interest  in  like  money  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum  by  the  state  of  according  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state,  of 

the  day  of  1780. 

And  the  indorsemetit  shall  be  as  follows,  viz. 

The  United  States  insure  the  payment  of  the  within  bill,  and  will  draw  bills  of  ex- 
change for  the  interest  annually  if  demanded,  according  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  I'Bth  day  of  March,  1780. 

That  the  said  new  bills  shall  be  struck  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  in 
due  proportion  for  each  state  according  to  their  said  monthly  quotas,  and  lodged  in  the 
continental  loan-offices  in  the  respective  states,  where  the  commissioner  to  be  appointed 
by  Congress  in  conjunction  with  such  persons  as  the  respective  states  appoint,  shall 
attend  the  signing  of  the  said  bills,  which  shall  be  compleated  no  faster  than  in  the  afore- 
said proportion  of  one  to  twenty  of  the  other  bills  brought  in  to  be  destroyed,  and  which 
shall  be  lodged  for  that  purpose  in  the  said  loan-ofHces : 

That  as  the  said  new  bills  are  signed  and  compleated,  the  states  rcspectivel.y,  on  whoso 
funds  they  issue,  receive  six  tenths  of  them,  and  that  the  remainder  be  subject  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  United  States,  and  credited  to  the  states  on  whose  funds  they  are  issued,  the 
accounts  whereof  shall  be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  sixth  of  October, 
1779: 

That  the  said  new  bills  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said  monthly  quotas  at  the  same 
rate  as  aforesaid  of  specie;  the  interest  thereon  to  be  computed  to  the  respective  states,  to 
the  day  the  payment  liecomes  due  : 

That  the  respective  states  be  charged  with  such  parts  of  the  interest  on  their  said  bills, 
as  shall  be  paid  l)y  the  United  States  in  bills  of  exchange,  and  the  accounts  thereof  shall 
be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  resolution  aforesaid  of  the  sixth  of  October,  1779 : 
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That  wbencver  interest  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted  shall  be  paid  prior  to  their  redemption, 
such  bills  shall  be  thereupon  exchanged  for  others  of  the  like  tenor,  to  bear  date  from  the 
expiration  of  the  year  for  which  such  interest  is  paid  : 

That  the  several  states  be  called  on  to  provide  funds  for  their  quotas  of  the  said  new 
bills,  to  be  so  productive  as  to  sink  or  redeem  one  sixth  part  of  them  annually  after  the 
first  day  of  January  next : 

That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  resolution  shall  be  construed  to  ascertain  the  proportions 
of  the  cxpence  incurred  by  the  war,  which  each  state  on  a  final  adjustment  ought  to  be 
charged  with,  or  to  exclude  the  claims  of  any  state  to  have  the  prices  at  which  different 
states  have  furnished  supplies  for  the  army  hereafter  taken  into  consideration  and  equi- 
tably adjusted : 

That  the  foregoing  resolutions,  with  a  letter  from  the  president,  be  dispatched  to  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  several  states,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  call  their  assemblies  if  not 
already  convened,  as  speedily  as  possible  to  take  them  into  immediate  consideration,  to  es- 
tablish ample  and  certain  funds  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  to  take  every 
other  measure  necessary  to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  vigorous  effect,  and  that  they 
transmit  their  acts  for  that  purpose  to  Congress  without  delay." — Journals  of  Congress: 
March  18,  1780. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  revise  their  laws,  enacted 
pursuant  to  a  former  resolution  of  Congress,  making  the  continental  bills  of  credit  a  ten- 
der in  discharge  of  debts  and  contracts,  and  to  amend  the  same  in  such  manner  as  they 
shall  judge  most  conducive  to  justice  in  the  present  state  of  the  paper  currency  :   and 

That  it  be  further  recommended  that  the  said  laws  be  enacted  in  such  manner  that  no 
persons  may  take  unjust  advantage  to  defeat  the  good  purposes  of  this  resolution,  by 
availinit  themselves  of  the  notice  thereof  before  the  passing  of  the  several  acts."  — Ibid. : 
March  20,  1780. 

By  comparing  the  provisions  of  chapter  7,  $  2,  of  this  year,  with  the  purview  of  the 
present  chapter,  and  the  recommendation  of  the  latter  of  the  foregoing  resolves  (which 
appears  to  have  been  forwarded  with  the  former,  notwithstanding  it  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  preamble  of  this  chapter),  the  lesson  which,  in  the  course  of  nine  months,  the 
popular  leaders  had  learned  respecting  the  limit  of  the  legislative  function  in  the  matter 
of  fixing  the  value  of  currency,  is  obvious. 

From  an  entry  in  the  "  General  Court  minute  book,"  it  appears  that  the  above  resolves 
were  referred,  on  the  7th  of  April,  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Pickering,  Davis 
.  of  Boston,  Tudor,  Hunt  and  Paine,  of  the  House,  and  Artemas  Ward,  Thomas  Cushing, 
Samuel  Adams  and  Timothy  Danielson,  of  the  Council,  to  take  the  same  into  considera- 
tion, "and  report  what  maybe  done  thereon."  This  committee  reported,  on  the  12th, 
"  by  way  of  a  bill,"  bearing  the  title  of  this  chapter ;  which  was  read,  in  the  House,  on 
the  same  day,  debated,  and  ordered  to  be  read  again,  the  day  following.  On  the  13th, 
the  debate  was  resumed,  and  a  message  was  sent  up  to  t!ie  Council  inviting  the  Board  to 
be  present.  The  Council  qualified  their  acceptance  of  this  invitation  by  stating,  in  their 
message,  to  the  House,  that,  at  noon,  they  "will  be  obliged  to  attend  the  Overseers' 
meeting  of  Harvard  College."  At  the  close  of  the  debate,  the  liill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  referred  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  debate  was  resumed,  and  a  vote  passed  to  insert  section  11,  in  the  tax  act  (chapter 
49) ;  which  indicates  that,  probably,  thus  far,  there  had  bj;en  such  opposition  to  adopting 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  that  this  concession  was  deemed  expedient.  The  debate  was 
continued  on  the  three  following  days.  On  the  14th,  the  question  of  making  bills  of  the 
new  emission  a  tender  in  all  payments,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  vote  of  fifty- 
five  out  of  seventy-five  members  present;  and  "the  clause  [J  16]  for  making  good,  gov- 
ernment securities,"  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  forty-two  to  thirty;  whereupon  the  bill 
was  "  committed,  for  amendments  in  some  other  paragraphs,"  to  Messrs.  Pickering, 
Paine,  Hunt,  Davis  ot  Boston,  and  Kollock. 

On  the  l;jth,  the  committee  on  amendments  reported ;  and,  after  a  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  passed  the  .day  before,  for  making  the  new  bills  a  tender,  had  been  defeated,  the 
amendments  were  passed  upon,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  the 
following  Tuesday.  On  Monday,  the  17th,  Messrs.  Grcenleaf,  Osgood  and  Nichols,  of 
the  House,  were  put  upon  the  committee,  in  place  of  Messrs.  Paine  and  Pickering  (who 
were  absent)  and  Mr.  Tudor,  who  was  excused  —  the  Council  concurring  in  a  vote  or  the 
House  to  that  effect,  after  having  first  proposed  adding  the  new  members  above  named, 
instead  of  substituting  them  for  the  gentlemen  whose  places  they  took.  On  the  same 
day,  the  House  enjoined  its  members  on  the  committee,  to  sit  immediately,  and  sent  a 
message  to  the  Council  requesting  a  like  order  from  the  Board  to  the  members  of  the 
committee  from  that  body. 

On  the  18th,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  in  the  House,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
sent  up  for  concurrence.  In  the  Council,  on  the  same  day,  it  was  read  a  first  time;  and 
the  next  day  was  assigned  for  the  second  reading.  By  two  original  orders  remaining  in 
the  state  archives,  it  appears  that  a  committee  of  conference  "  upon  the  two  last  para- 
graphs in  the  bill,"  was  appointed  on  the  19th,  and  changed,  on  the  20th,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Page  of  Ilardwick,  in  place  of  Mr.  Singletary,  who  was  absent.  This  com- 
mittee was  enjoined  to  sit, immediately ;  and,  from  a  memorandum  minuted  on  the  bill  by 
Secretary  Adams,  it  appears  that  on  the  day  last  named,  it  was  read  a  second  time  in  the 
Council,  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  both  branches  —  the  vote  in 
the  House,  standing  twenty-six  to  nineteen. 

By  the  journal  of  the  Council,  this  bill  appears  to  have  been  consented  to,  on  the  day 
of  its  enactment,  by  fifteen  of  the  Council ;  but  Secretary  -Avery  made  the  following 
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memorandum  in  tbc  margin  of  the  cnffrossraent:  "  The  above  Bill  was  not  consented  to 
'till  May  the  5*  following,  as  appears  by  the  Records." 

Some  explanation  of  this  discrepancy,  is  found  in  sundry  entries  in  the  "  General  Court 
minute  book,"  or  original  memoranda  from  which  the  secretary  compiled  the  legislative 
journals  of  the  Council.  By  these,  it  appears  that,  on  the  28th  of  April,  a  message  was 
sent  down  from  the  Council  proposing  to  amend  section  15,  by  adding  the  last  eight  words, 
to  which  the  House  immediately  agreed ;  and  that,  on  the  3d  of  May,  the  House  proposed 
to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  word  "  annually,"  in  two  places,  and  by  adding  the 
clause,  at  the  end  of  serfion  16,  beginning  with  the  words,  "  the  interest,"  in  the  seven- 
teenth line ;  and  that  to  these  proposals  the  Council  at  once  signified  its  agreement.  The 
title  of  this  bill  is  also  included  in  the  list  of  titles  of  acts  consented  to,  entered  May  5th, 
the  last  day  of  the  session. 

Neither  the  act,  nor  the  face  of  the  bills  emitted  by  virtue  thereof,  showed  from  what 
date  the  interest  promised  by  both,  should  be  computed.  A  letter  from  the  Board  of 
Tieasury  of  the  United  States,  to  Nathaniel  Appleton,  commissioner  of  loans,  in  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  which  still  remains  in  the  state  archives,  and  is  dated  Oct.  19,  1780, 
contained  the  following  instruction :  "You  will  please  to  observe  that  interest  on  the  new 
bills  is  to  be  calculated  from  the  date  of  the  bills;  and,  in  all  receipts  and  payments, 
must  be  attended  to." 

This  instruction  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  general  understanding  on  the  subject; 
and  accordingly,  in  the  first  session  of  the  General  Court  after  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Singletriry  and  Stone, 
was  appointed,  November  first,  "to  take  into  consideration  at  what  period  of  time  the 
new  emission  of  money  shall  draw  interest."  This  committee,  on  the  10th  of  November, 
reported  two  resolves,  naming  Aug.  1,  1780,  as  the  time  from  which  interest  on  the  bills 
should  be  computed,  "  in  all  payments  from  and  to  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  December  next ; "  and  the  treasurer,  and  "all  persons  em- 
powered to  receive  public  monies,  or  interested  with  the  same,"  were  ordered  to  govern 
themselves  accordingly.  This  resolve  was  accepted,  and  sent  up  to  the  Senate,  for  con- 
currence, where  it  was  read  November  18th,  and  concurred  in,  "as  taken  into  a  new 
draught;"  which  was  thin  sent  down  for  concurrence.  The  resolve,  as  thus  redrawn, 
provided  that  the  date  of  the  act  authorizing  this  emission,  be  considered  as  the  date  of 
the  bills,  and  that  the  treasurer,  in  all  receipts  and  payments  from  and  after  December 
10th  (and  all  i^ersons  empowered  to  receive  or  pay  public  moneys),  conform  themselves 
to  this  direction. 

On  the  20th,  the  House  voted  not  to  concur  with  the  above  vote  of  the  Senate ;  where- 
upon a  committee  of  conference  "on  the  subject-matter  of  said  resolves,"  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Messrs  Lowell,  Kollock  and  Walley,  of  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Fisher, 
( 'hoate  and  P>liss,  of  the  Senate.  The  result  of  this  conference  does  not  appear ;  but,  on 
the  tame  day,  another  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Choate  and  Turner  of  the  Senate, 
and  Messrs  Walley,  Lowell  and  Goodman  of  the  House,  was  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  resolve  of  Congress,  of  March  ISth,  and  the  resolve  of  the  General  Court, 
of  the  10th  of  November,  and  the  new  di-aught  of  the  latter,  and  report  what  may  be 
proper  to  be  done  thereon.  The  report  of  this  committee,  and  the  action  of  both  branches 
thereon,  were  as  follows :  — 

"  The  committe  of  Both  Houses  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  Resolve  of 
Congress  of  march  IS"'  Last  togeathcr  with  a  Resolution  of  the  Gen'.  Court  of  lO'h  of 
Nov.  Ins'.  Respecting  the  Intrest  Promised  in  Said  Bills  of  credet  when  the  Said  Infrest 
Shall  Commence  as  also  the  new  Draught  at  Large  — have  attended  that  Service  &  Report 
the  following  Resolve  *  —  Stephen  Choate  pf.  or^. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  in  Senate,  Dec;    1  1780 

Whereas  the  Bills  of  credt-t  of  this  commonwelth  emetted  in  persuance  of  an  act  of  the 
Gen'  court  passed  the  fifth  Day  of  may  Last  do  promise  to  the  possesser  an  Intrest  of  five 
pi".  Ct  annualy  and  none  of  the  Said  Bills  did  come  into  circulation  untill  the  first  Day 
of  Augt.  Last  and  it  is  not  rcsonable  that  they  Should  bare  Intrest,  before  any  of  them 
came  into  circulation  —  Therefore  — 

Resolved  that  the  Intrest  Promised  in  Said  bills  of  credet  Shall  be  computed  from  the 
first  Day  of  Aug'  Last  in  all  Pa.yments  from  &  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  comm.onwelth ; 
and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  Directed  to  Govern  himself  accordingly;  from  and  after  the 
^publication  of  this  Rcaolvfi  — 

And  It  is  fiu'ther  Resolved  that  all  Persons  impowered  to  receive  and  pay  publice  monies 
or  intrusted  with  the  Same  Shall  in  all  cases  conform  to  the  Directions  given  to  the  Treas- 
urer by  the  foregoing  Resolve  — 

In  Senate  Decf.  l^.t  1780,  Read  &  accepted  sent  down  for  Concurrence 

Jer  :  Powell  Presi^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Dec  2 :  1780  Read  &  concurred  with  an  Amendment 
at  A  viz  dele  publication  of  this  resolve,  insert,  &^  day  of  December  Instant 

sent  up  for  Concurrence  Caleb  Davis  SpeL 

In  Senate  Dec:  24    1780    Read  &  Concurred  Jer  :  Poavell    Presi^i 

Approv'd  John  Hancock."  —  Mass.  Archives, 

vol.  230,  p.  318. 

Chap.  41.  The  valuation  under  1777-78,  chapter  29,  was  scarcely  published  before 
great  complaint  was  made,  in  various  quarters,  of  its  inequality;  and  relief  was  afforded 
10  some  of^  the  aggrieved  towns,  either  by  resolve,  or  in  the  general  apportionment  of  the 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  October  Beseion,  chapter  CII. 


1342  Province  Laws. —  1779-80.  [Notes.] 

[revolutionary    period  —  ' '  STATE."] 

taxes,  even  after  the  latter  had  been  agreed  upon  and  adopted.*  Chelsea,  which  had  been 
this  year  ordered  to  pay  a  tax  laid  upon  that  town  in  1775,  but  never  assessed  (for  reasons 
given  in  the  note  to  1775-76,  chapter  6t).  and  which  had  also  been  fined  £1,800  for  a  defi- 
ciency in  its  quota  of  men  for  the  Continental  service  (one-half  of  which,  however,  was 
afterwards  abated,  as  shown  in  the  note  to  chapter  30,  ante),  presented  the  following  peti- 
tion for  relief  from  the  disproportionate  valuation  :  — 

"  To  the  Honbje  Councel  and  House  of  Representitives  of  the  State  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay 

The  Petition  of  Thomas  Pratt,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Chelsea,  Humbly  Sheweth  that  ' 
the  town  of  Chelsea  Since  the  commincement  of  the  present  unhappy  war  hath  Greatly 
Depreciated  in  its  Value  on  the  following  accounts  (Viz)  Whereas  part  of  the  army  being 
Stationed  there  in  y"  year  1775  Said  town  Suffered  the  Loss  of  much  of  their  fence  and 
and  Some  of  Said  fences  are  not  Rebuilt  to  this  Day  and  Some  of  the  Lands  of  Said  town 
now  Lays  Common  for  want  of  the  fence  that  was  burnt  by  the  army  and  also  many  of 
the  Buildings  of  Chelsea  were  Greatly  Damaged  and  Some  totaly  Destroyed  So  that  the 
Repairs  of  those  of  Said  buildings  that  have  been  Repaired  Since  have  been  Very  Costly 
and  Some  of  them  that  are  yet  to  Repair:  the  Repairs  thereof  will  Cost  Considerable,  and 
the  Cattle  and  Sheep  in  the  time  of  the  Siegue  by  order  of  the  General :  were  Drove  off 
from  the  ftirms  they  Belonged  to  and  many  of  Said  Cattle  and  Sheep  were  Lost  for  want 
of  feed  and  other  ways  and  also  a  Considerable  part  of  the  Avood  in  Said  town  was  burnt 
by  the  army  and  many  of  the  fruit  trees  of  Chelsea  Spoiled  and  Some  Destroyed  and  also 
Two  Valucable  Grist  mills  Ruined  So  that  they  have  been  useless  Ever  Since  Said  army 
was  first  placed  in  Chelsea,  So  that  the  town  of  Chelsea  feel  the  Impoverishing  Efects  of 
the  aboue  misfortunes  Very  Considerably  Down  to  this  Very  Day  and  besides  the  afore- 
mentioned troubles  it  appears  by  Calculation,  that  one  half  of  the  Salt  marsh  Land  in 
Said  town  which  is  a  Vei-y  Considerable  number  of  acres  is  owned  by  the  Inhabitants  of 
other  towns  and  the  produce  of  Said  marsh  Carried  into  other  places  So  that  the  people  of 
Chelsea  Can  keep  but  Small  Stocks  of  Cattle  to  be  Rated  and  also  about  one  half  of  the 
upland  of  Chelsea  is  owned  by  Gentlemen  that  Live  in  other  towns  and  Cheafly  Improved 
by  poor  tenants  that  but  few  of  them  are  able  to  Stock  their  forms  with  their  own  Crelures 
and  So  there  is  a  Lesser  number  of  Cretures  found  on  Said  places  than  otherwise  would 
be  found  to  be  Rated :  and  also  when  the  former  Valucation  was  taken  and  when  the 
assessors  of  Chelsea  took  a  List  of  the  Polls  in  Said  town  to  Exhibit  to  this  Hon'''«  Court 
Last  year  there  was  Six  Rateable  Polls  put  in  Said  List  of  Rateables  that  Belonired  to  a 
part  of  Chelsea  Call'}  Pleasent  point  and  a  Considerable  number  of  houscn  by  them  In- 
habited and  now  there  is  but  one  Rateable  Poll  on  Said  point  and  all  the  houses  Except 
one  Evacuated  And  also  another  thing  that  much  Lessens  the  aliility  of  Said  town  is  that 
almost  all  the  people  in  Chelsea  Buy  their  fire  wood  &  Fenseing  which  Costs  as  much  or 
more  than  at  Boston. 

Under  all  the  aforesaid  Disadvantages  when  we  were  favoured  with  a  View  of  the  Late 
Valueation  to  our  Great  Surprise  we  found  the  town  of  Chelsea  Set  at  about  ten  Shillings 
on  a  thousand  pounds  more  than  we  Stood  at  on  the  Valueation  before :  what  was  the 
motive  that  Caused  the  town  of  Chelsea  to  be  Set  higher  then  formerly  (when  So  much 
poorer)  we  are  at  a  Great  Loss :  as  we  were  not  Represented  in  this  Honi^ie  Court  the  year 
past  we  are  Inclined  to  think  it  was  a  mistake  and  we  flatter  our  Selves,  your  Hon^^  will 
take  our  unhappy  Case  into  your  wise  Consideration  an^l  -Redress  our  Grcivences  that  So 
we  may  pay  according  to  our  Interest  in  which  Case  we  Shall  always  Chearfully  Comply 
with  all  the  Ilcquesitions  of  this  HonWe  Court  and  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  Ever  pray 

Chelsea  June  y«  2<J  1779  Thqs    Pratt."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  185,  p.  205. 

This  petition  was  read  June  22,  1779,  during  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, appointed  three  days  before,  "to  compare  the  sums  set  on  the  several  towns,  with 
what  would  be  their  proportion  according  to  the  valuation  settled  the  last  session."  The 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  the  committee  aforesaid  was  ordered  "to 
introduce  their  report  into  the  tax  bill." 

Other  towns  followed  with  similar  complaints,  some  account  of  which  is  given  in  the 
notes  to  chapters  12  and  30,  nnte.X 

The  unsuccessful  efforts  of  certain  towns  in  Suffolk  County,  to  secure  a  revision  of  the 
valuation  of  that  county,  have  been  already  alluded  to  in  the  note  to  1777-78,  chapter  29. 
On  the  16th  of  June,  1779,  Mr.  Kollock,  the  member  froni  Wrentham,  moved  the  House, 
•'  that  the  valuation,  so  far  as  respects  the  county  of  Suffolk,  be  revised."  Upon  this  mo- 
tion, a  rider  was  offered  extending  the  proposed  revision  to  the  entire  valuation  of  the 
state.    This  last  motion  was  promptly  defeated,  by  a  vote  of  forty-seven  to  thirty-three. 

A  motion  was  then  carried,  "  that  the  members  from  each  county  have  liberty  to  con- 
sider the  valuation  as  it  respects  their  several  counties,  and  lay  before  the  House  the 
alterations  they  may  agree  to  propose." 

A  memorial  was  then  taken  up,  "  praying  that  the  several  towns  in  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland may,  by  such  as  they  shall  appoint,  meet  and  make  division  of  the  sum  set  on 
said  county,  in  the  valuation,  "and  lay  it  before  the  General  Court,  for  their  approbation, 
before  the  "granting  another  tax."  This  was  "ordered  to  lie  until  the  tax  bill  is  taken 
under  consideration." 

On  the  I9th  of  June,  another  effort  was  made  to  obtain  an  abatement  of  the  sum  laid 
upon  Suffolk  County,  "in  the  valuation  settled  the  last  session,  in  such  proportion  as 
should  be  determined  by  the  House ;"  but  after  a  long  debate  this  was  voted  down. 


*  Bee  alterations  made  in  EsRex  County  valuation,  note  to  1777-78,  chapter  29,  pp.  863  and  865, 
ante.  t  !*•  ^^^i  cnte. 

t  For  instance,  Foxborough,  Worcester,  Charlemont,  Great  Barrington,  Cape  Elizabeth,  Frye- 
borg,  Qloucester  and  Marblebead. 
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On  the  same  day,  the  following  order  was  passed  :  — 

*'  Ordered,  That  Col.  Daioes,  Capt.  WiUiams,  Major  Hosmer,  Capt,  Alexander,  Mr. 
Turner,  Col.  Freeman,  Col.  Fope,  Col.  Cutt,  Major  Washhitrn,  Mr.  Copeland  and  Mr. 
Rai/tnond,  being  one  member  from  each  county  present,  I)e  a  commiftce  to  compare  the 
snms  set  on  the  several  towns  in  the  three  last  tax-acts,  with  what  would  be  their  propor- 
tion according  to  the  valuation  settled  the  last  session;  and  report  what  sums  appear  on 
such  examination  to  be  due  to  and  from  each  town,  agreeal)lc  to  the  clauses  in  said  acts, 
for  adjusting  the  same  on  the  said  valuation."  —  Ilorise  Journal,  p.  52. 

The  House  Journal  shows  that  tlie  above  committee  reported  on  the22d,  and  that  their 
report  was  then  "read  and  considered;"  but  no  further  trace  of  this  report  has  been 
discovered. 

On  the  19th,  also,  a  motion  was  defeated,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-five  to  thirty-three,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  members  not  belonging  to  Suffolk  County,  "'to 
consider  a  new  proportion,"  among  rhe  several  towns  in  sartl  county,  "  of  the  sum  laid  on 
said  county  in  the  valuation  settled  the  last  session  " 

After  the  prorogation  of  the  General  Court,  in  June,  several  of  the  towns  of  Suffolk 
County,  by  their  agents,  joined  in  a  convention  at  Medfield,  and  prepared  the  following 
petition  and  remonstrance :  — 

"  State  of  ?     To  the   Honorable  Council   and  House  of  Representatives  in 

Massachusetts-Bay  ^  General  Court  Asseml)led  — 

The  Petition  and  Remonstrance  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  of  Dedham,  Medfield, 
Wrentham,  Needham,  Medway,  Franklin,  Foxborough,  Bellingham  Walpolc  Stoughton- 
ham  Brookline  &  Stoughton  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  by  their  Joynt  Agents,  [met*]  at  Med- 
field aforesaid  on  the  28'h  day  Aiigi    1779  — 

Humbly  Sheweth — 

That  whereas  by  the  last  valuation,  taken  and  apportioned  on  the  Several  Towns  and 
Plantations  in  this  State,  l»y  the  late  General  Court,  by  Some  means  unknown  to  your 
Petitioners,  an  undue  proi)0i'tion  of  the  last  Tax,  is  now  laid  on  the  said  Towns— and  So 
long  as  the  present  valuation  rcmams.  Your  Petitioners  conclude  the  Same  proportion  of 
all  Future  Taxes  will  bj  Assessed  on  them  in  the  Same  manner. 

And  when  your  Petitioners  take  into  Consideration  the  amazing  large  Debt  which  from 
the  Troubles  of  the  Present  Times,  now  remains  on  the  United  States  of  America  —  a 
large  proportion  of  which  (in  adilition  to  our  own  Publiek  Debt)  must  be  paid  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  State. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  cannot  but  View  their  Case  not  only  Distressing,  but  really 
Discouraging  and  Insurmonntable;  and  from  praeticintr  on  the  present  valuation,  the 
Disproportion  that  appears  m  adjos  ning  Towns,  in  the  Different  Counties  is  so  large,  That 
your  your  Petitioners  Cannot  but  Hnmbly  Remonstrate  against  any  future  Grant  of 
money  being  apportioned,  on  our  said  Towns  by  said  valuation :  It  is  with  Concern,  your 
Petitioners  have  seen  the  Repeated  applications  of  their  Representatives  for  an  alteration 
of  said  Valuation,  Disregarded,  by  the  last  and  present  Honorable  House  of  Representa- 
tives; your  Petitioners  do  not  pretend  to  point  out,  any  particular  Town  or  County  in 
this  State  That  are  abated  by  their  being  overburthened,  but  conclude  that  must  neces- 
sarily be  the  Case. 

Therefore,  Your  Petitioners,  on  Contemplating  on  their  Distressed  Sittuation,  Cannot 
avoid  Saying,  That  a  few  years  Taxing  them  by  the  present  Valuation,  in  the  Same  pro- 
portion must  Strip  them  of  the  whole  of  their  property  —  while  their  fVeinds  and  Neigh- 
bours (in  the  otter  Towns  and  Counties  at  least)  may  be  left  under  flourishing  Circum- 
stances Under  these  apprehensions  we  Cannot  but  lay  our  Peculiar  Situation  before 
your  Hon  ^  — 

Your  Petitioners  are  unwilling  to  beleive.  That  the  Fathers  of  any  People,  Can  Judge 
it  good  Policy  to  oppress  any  one  part  of  the  Community,  in  preference  to  another  —  for 
in  the  present  case  it  will  be  impossible,  for  the  Towns  your  Petitioners  Rcpi'esent,  to 
Defray  tl>c  Expences  of  Maintaining  their  Families  —  Educating  their  Children  —  or  Sup- 
porting the  Gospel  — 

Therefore,  Your  Petitioners,  Humbly  Pray,  That  yW  Hon^s  will  take  their  Case  into 
yoiir  Wise  Consideration,  and  Grant  them  Such  Releif  as  Sliall  be  Just  and  Equal  not 
only  relating  to  the  present  but  future  Taxes  :  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound 
Shall  ever  Pray 


Nathel  Partridge 
Simon  Fisher 


John  Metcalf 
Jabez  Fisher 
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Mass.  Archives,  vol.  185,  p.  363. 
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Oa  the  Stla  day  of  the  next  session,  the  above  petition,  etc.,  was  read  in  the  Honsc,  and 
committed  to  Messrs  Williams  of  Salem,  May  and  Rawson,  who,  on  the  6th  of  October, 
made  a  report,  from  which  the  following  is  au  extract :  — "  *  *  *  * 

Your  Committe  Imd's  that  there  is  Great  Addissions  &  deductions,  on  said  Towns, 
also  other  Town's  in  the  County,  which  your  Committe  are  not  able  to  Account  for. 

Resolved  that  the  member's  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  except  the  member's  of  the  Town 
of  Boston,  meet  in  some  Town  in  said  County  and  Take  the  Valuation  Book  make  any 
Alteration  in  the  proporsion's  Set  on  the  Town's  in  said  County,  Lay  it  before  this  Court 
at  the  next  Seting  of  the  Genj_  Com-t."—  Ibid.,  p.  365. 

This  report  was  read  on  the  same  day,  "and  the  consideration  thereof  referred  to  the 
next  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly." 

The  General  Court  assembled  on  the  10th  of  November,  by  adjournment  frpm  the  9th  of 
October;  and,  on  the  third  day  of  the  session  a  motion  was  made,  in  the  House,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  "to  consider  the  expediency  of  revising  the  last  valuation  "  ; 
which,  after  debate,  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  twenty-nine  to  twenty-seven.  Four  days 
later,  the  following  additional  motions  were  made  with  no  better  success  :  — 

"Nov.  16,  1779.  It  was  then  moved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  revise  the  last 
valuation,  and  report  what  alterations  were  proper  to  be  made;  and  after  debate  thereon, 
the  question  was  jmt,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved.  That  the  committee  on  the  tax-bill  be  instructed  to  insert, a  clause 
making  provision  that  in  case  it  shall  hereafter  appear  that  any  town  is  over  taxed,  such 
town  shall  be  reimbursed;  and  after  debate  thereon,  the  question  was  put,  and  it  passed 
in  the  negative,  twenty-seven  only  voting  in  favor  of  it,  and  the  number  of  the  House 
present  being  sixty -two. 

It  was  then  moved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devise  some  new  method  whereby 
a  trae  valuation  may  be  obtained ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  k\  the  negative." 
—  House  Journal,  p.  12. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  town  of  Plymouth  had  made  application  to  the  General  Court,  by 
its  agent,  James  Warren,  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  House,  to  have  its 
valuation  revised.  The  following  petition  for  that  pm-pose  was  referred,  on  the  10th  of 
September,  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hutchinson  and  Cranch,  of  the  House, 
and  Aaron  Wood,  of  the  Council,  appointed  "  to  repair  to  Plymouth  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned in  said  petition  " :  — 

"  To  the  Hon*?!*  Council  &  Hon^e  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Mass'  Bay 
in  General  Court  Assembled  at  Boston  Sept.  8  1779 

The  Petition  of  James  Warren  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Plymouth  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  of  Plymouth  Ijy  the  Almost  Total  loss  of  their 
trade  &  fisheiy  by  the  Sterility  of  their  lands,  by  the  great  number  of  poor  persons  & 
families  who  depend  on  Charity  for  their  suljsistence  &  b}'  the  Uncommon  loss  of  Men  in 
the  Army  &  at  Sea,  are  rendered  utterly  Unal)le  to  pay  the  taxes  assessed  upon  them, 
Agreable  to  the  Inst  Valuation  — 

That  your  Pet";  Concieves  the  true  State  of  that  Town  was  not  so  well" understood  as  to 
enable  the  Court  to  do  that  Justice  in  Settling  the  Valuation  for  that  Town,  which  their 
circumstances  really  require  —  He  therefore  prays  your  Honors  to  Alford  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  such  relief  in  tlie  Abatement  of  Taxes  Already  laid  on  them  & 
such  reduction  of  thek  Taxes  in  future  as  your  Honors  «ball  judge  reasonable  &  just,  and 
that  your  Honors  may  be  possessed  of  the  true  State  of  that  town,  and  of  the  truth  of  the 
a))ove  representation  Yonr  Pct^  humbly  prays  that  a  Coinm^f  may  be  Appointed  to  repair 
to  Plymouth  &  Ascertain  to  your  Honors  the  true  State  of  the  Same  — 

AndvourPet""  as  in  duty  bound  will  pray  &c  J.  Waruex."  —  Mass.  ^Ij-c/uws, 

vol.  185,  p.  276.  ■ 

The  joint  committee  above  named  made  the  following  report,  which  was  read  in  Council, 
November  12,  and  sent  down :  — 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  repak  to  Plymouth  For  the  piu-poses 
Mentioned  in  the  Petition  of  James  Warren  Agent  for  Plymouth ;  have  in  Obedience  to 
their  Orders  repaired  to  Plymoilui  afore  s<\  where  they  ware  attend  bj^  a  Number  of  Re- 
spectable Inhabitants  and  the  Select- Men  of  that  Town :  after  a  full  View  and  hcarhxg 
upon  the  Subject  Matter  contained  in  Said  Petition  Y';  Committee  ware  fully  Asscer- 
tained  of  the  following  Facts  (viz) 

That  m  the  Year  1775  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Plymouth  had  80  Fishing  Vessels 
a  Mounting  upon  An  Average  to  40  Tuns  each  which  Made  in  the  Whole  32'iJ  Tuns,  each 
Vessel  employd  7  hands  besids  shoi^emen  all  of  which  Vessels  have  been  lost  except  6. 
only  two  or  three  of  the  six  Vessels  have  been  used  since  1775 

That  they  had  at  that  time  a  bout  1000  or  1200  Tuns  of  Merchcnt  Vessels  all  of  which 
have  been  totaly  lost 

The  land  appeared  to  be  extreemly  poor  and  Barren  exceiit  a  Small  Screed  by  the  Sea 
Shore  a  considerable  part  of  which  was  Improved  for  Meshing  and  curing  of  Fish  but  can 
now  be  only  Improved  for  Mowing  and  Tillage  — 

The  Poor  are  greatly  Multiply*^  a  Moungst  them  which  cost  the  Town  for  their  SuMjiort 
£4000  L-M  per  year  — 

That  they  had  two  Still- Houses  in  which  they  commonly  dlstelld  400  Hd^s  per  year  now 
but  50  or  60  — 

The  Wharves  are  Seven  in  Number  on  which  there  is  20  Ware-Houses  which  appe.ired 
to  the  Committee  Must  have  been  of  great  Income  when  the  Town  f/as  in  trade;  at  pres- 
ent off  but  little  or  no  Income  and  that  both  Wharves  and  Ware  Houses  are  gon  and 
going  to  decay  Very  fast  and  without  a  Speedy  repair  Mo>t  of  that  Introst  wi  1  be  t  .tiilly 
lost  and  it  also  appeared  to  y.  Committee  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  are  at  present 
xinable  to  Make  the  Necessary  repairs 
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That  beforQ  the  decay  of  Trade  they  had  33  Fish  Houses  all  of  which  they  commonly 
Filloil  with  Fish  now  but  13  of  them  Standing  only  4  of  them  are  of  any  nse 

That  the  rent  of  their  Houses  are  Fallen  a  bout  one  third  That  in  1775  and  before  that 
time  the  wharves  and  ware- Houses  on  them  would  rent  for  £1100  L-M  per  year  now 
would  not  rent  for  More  then  £150  per  year- 

Your  Committee  would  aslv  leave  further  to  Suggest  as  their  Opinion  that  the  Town  of 
Plynv^uth  really  Stand  too  High  on  the  last  Valluation  in  consequence  of  which  they  are 
faxed  in  an  undue  proportion  and  ought  to  have  an  abatement  all  which  is  Humbly  Sub- 
bittd  Aaron  Wood    p^  Order 

In  Council  Nov  12'h  1779    Read  &  sent  down      John  Avery    T>.  Secy."— Ibid.,  p.  279. 

In  the  House  this  report  was  committed,  on  the  same  day,  to  Messrs.Pawes,  Washburn, 
Turner,  Frescott  and  Dald^vin,  who  were  directed  "to  report  what  abatement,  if  any, 
ought  to  be  made  from  the  sum  set  on  said  town,  in  the  valuation."  This  committee 
reported,  November  25th,  as  follows:  — 

"  I'lie  Committee  appointed  to  report,  '  What  abatement  if  any,  ought  to  be  made  from 
the  Slim  set  on  the  Town  of  Plymouth  in  the  Valuation 'Take  leave  to  report  as  their 
.opinion,  That  no  abatement  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Town  of  Plymouth  —  And  for  the 
following  reasons. 

Fir.-t.  Because,  that  the  personal  estate  of  the  County  of  Plymouth  was  taken  upon 
the  same  scale  of  Valuation  as  the  other  Counties  in  the  State,  agreable  to  the  returns  of 
the  several  Towns  in  said  County. 

Second.  Because,  the  real  estate  was  estimated  according  to  the  best  evidence  the 
Committee  on  the  Valuation  could  obtain. 

Third,  Because,  when  the  foot  of  tbe  whole  County  broke  at  £1,079,716  which  made 
£78  ,,  6,,  On  a  thousand  and  was  £6 ,,  18  „  7\  more  than  the  valuation  in  1772,  upon  a  revisio7i 
of  C^ouiUics  Ijcfore  any  particular  Toion  tons  brought  into  View,  for  the  losses  the  Countj' 
had  sustained  by  t.he  War  &c  theij  were  reduced  from  the  aforesaid  £78  „  6.  down  to 
£67  ,,  II ,,  6  whicb  was  £10  ,,14.  less  than  what  they  broke  at ;  and  £3 ,,  15  „  10|  less  than  in 
the  valuation  of  1772. 

Fourth,  Because,  when  the  aforesaid  sum  of  £67  „  11 ,,  6  was  determined  to  be  laid  on 
the  County  of  Plymouth  as  their  proportion  on  the  Thousand,  the  several  Towns  in  said 
County  loas  then  revised  and  each  Town  partook  of  its  proportion  as  equitably  as  the 
Committee  could  make  it,  and  this  with  the  assistance  of  the  members  of  the  County  of 
Plymouth  in  particular. 

Fifth  Because,  the  Town  of  Plymouth  returned  but  96  polls  less  than  in  the  Valuation 
of  1772  and  the  foot  of  their  Estate  agreable  to  their  own  returns  amount  to  £63,667  ,,4  „  5 
whieli  at  one  shilling  on  the  thousand  give  £3  „  3  ,,  3,  and  their  546  pols  at  Id  give  £2 ,,  5  ,,  6 
more,  so  tluit  thiy  must  stand  at  £5  „  8  „  9  on  a  Thousand  —  Said  sum  being  £1  ,,  12  „  1| 
less  than  they  stood  at  in  the  valuation  of  1772. 

Their  Woodland-pasture-meadow  &c  being  much  lower  than  many  other  Towns  in  the 
County. 

Therefore  if  tbe  Town  of  Plymouth  has  got  more  than  its  proportion  of  taxes,  it  must 
be  owing  to  the  returns  made  ijy  the  assessors  being  too  great,  and  not  through  any  mis- 
take of  the  Committee  on  the  Valuation;  and  without  some  other  return  than  the  one 
above  refer'd  to;  the  Comm't^e  cannot  see  their  way  clear  to  advise  for  any  abatement. 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted  Tho'  Dawes    p  Order." — Ibid.,  p.  278. 

After  further  debate  on  this  report  (continued,  at  a  later  hour,  by  special  assignment), 
this  report  was  acccjited  on  the  same  day,  hy  a  vote  of  thirty-three  to  twenty-six.  Not- 
withstanding this  failure  to  secure  a  change  in  the  past  valuation  of  Plymouth,  the  state 
treasurer  was  directed,  in  January,  following,  to  withhold  his  executions  for  collecting 
the  state  tax  of  that  town,  as  shown  in  the  note  to  chapter  12,  p.  1252,  ayite. 

On  the  day  on  which  tbe  petition  of  Plymouth  was  finally  disposed  of,  Obadiah  Sawtell, 
agent  for  the  tiwn  of  Shirley,  filed  a  petition,  complaining  that  the  town  was  "over-taxed 
in  the  last  valuation,"  and  praying  for  relief.  On  the  reading  of  this  petition,  the  follow- 
ing vote  was  passed  :  — 

"  Voted,  by  a  majority  of  thirty-four  out  of  sixty-six,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  several  complaints  that  have  been  made  to  the  House,  respecting  the  eflfeet  of 
the  last  valuation,  and  report  what  measures  are  proper  to  be  taken  to  remove  the  cause 
of  such  complaints : 

Voted,  That  this  committee  consist  of  one  member  from  each  county,  and  that  the 
members  from  each  county  have  liberty  to  consult  and  agree  upon  some  person  for  their 
county,  and  report  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow." —  House  Journal,  p.  28. 

Thereupon  the  following  proceedings  took  place:  — 

"  Nov.  26,  1779.  Ordered,  That  Col.  Daices  be  a  committee  to  cause  a  fair  copy  to  be 
taken  of  the  contents  of  the  two  valuation  books:  That  the  said  copy,  when  taken,  be 
attested,  and  either  that  or  the  original  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office,  not  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  same  without  leave. 

Ordered,  That  no  member  or  other  person  be  allowed  to  take  any  of  the  valuation  rolls 
out  of  the  chest  in  which  they  are  deposited,  without  leave  of  the  House,  and  that  those 
which  have  been  taken  out  be  returned.  *  *  * 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  members  from  the  several  counties  present, 
except  Suffolk,  nominated  one  gentleman  from  each  to  constitute  a  committee  to  consider 
the  complaint  respecting  the  valuation.  The  gentlemen  nominated  were  chosen,  viz.  Col. 
Little,  Col.  Baldioin,  Mr.  Oakman,  Major  Parks,  Mr.  Starkweather,  Major  Davis,  Col. 
Williams  and  Col.  Grow." — Ibid. 

On  tbe  30tb,  Messrs.  Morton  and  Thomas  were  appointed  to  the  above  committee,  in 
place  of  Messrs.  Starkweather  and  Oakman,  who  were  absent;  and  on  the  4th  of  De  em- 
ber, the  report  of  the  committee  was  read  in  the  House.    This  report,  together  with  the 
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vote  of  the  Assembly  thereon,  which  was  published  in  the  *'  Independent  Chronicle  "  of  De- 
cember 23d,  was  as  follows :  — 

"  The  Committee  appointed  from  a  number  of  Counties  in  this  State  to  consider  the 
complaints  made  by  a  number  of  Towns  in  the  State  respecting  the  effects  of  the  present 
Valuation  and  report  what  measures  are  necessary  to  be  taken  in  order  to  remove  the 
cause  of  said  complaints  have  carefully  attended  that  service  and  after  the  best  enquiry 
they  are  able  to  make  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  valuation  as  it  respects  the  different 
Counties  in  the  State  is  Just  and  equal  But  from  the  many  complaints  made  and  the 
best  knowledge  your  Committee  can  obtain  respecting  the  matter  they  are  further  of 
opinion  that  the  Valuation  as  it  respects  the  proportions  set  upon  some  Towns  in  some  of  the 
Counties  in  the  State  are  not  so  equal  as  might  be  wished  this  your  Committee  find  to  be 
the  cause  of  the  complaints  made  to  this  Court.  Your  Committee  can  devise  no  better 
method  for  rcmoveing  the  cause  of  these  complaints  than  by  a  County  revision  of  the 
Valuation  that  so  each  complainant  may  have  oppurtunity  of  redress  according  as  he  or 
they  shall  make  appear  to  be  Just  and  proportionable  :  and  that  said  revision  take  place 
the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court  and  that  in  order  to  an  easy  and  satisfactory  accom- 
modation of  the  matter  the  members  of  the  House  be  strictly  required  &  enjoined  to  give 
their  attendance  at  the  next  Setting  of  the  General  Court  Wherefore  your  Committee  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  Resolve.* 

State  of  Massachusetts-Bay  I  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Deer  4,  1779 
Resolved  That  this  Court  will  as  early  in  the  next  sitting  thereof  as  may  be,  appoint  a 
Committee  consisting  of  a  member  or  members  from  each  County  in  this  State  to  revise  the 
present  Valuation  and  report  such  alterations  in  the  i)roportions  of  the  several  towns  in 
the  different  Counties  as  shall  then  be  made  appear  Just  &  equal  and  in  order  that  the 
same  be  done  with  the  utmost  Justice  and  satisfaction  the  several  members  of  the  House 
are  hereby  required  and  strictly  injoined  to  give  an  early  and  punctual  attendance  at  the 
next  sitting  of  the  General  Asseml)ly 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  any  Town  in  this  State  which  has  not  sent  any  Repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Court  the  present  year  and  who  apprehend  themselves  over  bur- 
dened in  the  said  Valtiation  shall  and  may  be  heard  respecting  the  matter  by  their  Agent 
or  Agents  as  they  shall  chuse  to  appoint 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"" 

In  Council  Decemr  e'h  1779  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sey 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. — Mass  Archives,  vol.  225,  p.  223. 
The  loss  of  the  House  Journals  for  the  period  between  Dec,  31,  1779  and  April  10,  1780, 
leaves  it  uncertain  when  the  order  was  passed  for  bringing  in  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  and 
what  measures  were  taken,  during  that  period,  to  procure  full  and  correct  returns  as  a  basis 
for  the  new  valuation. 

By  a  memorandum  on  the  following  petition  from  the  town  of  Foxborough,  which 
remains  in  the  state  archives,  it  appears  that  it  was  "  ordered  to  lie,"  on  the  23d  of  March, 
1780,  and  that,  on  the  24th,  it  was  referred  to  the  "  committee  on  the  valuation."  The 
failure  of  this  town  to  get  the  relief  prayed  for  in  a  former  petition,  has  been  alluded  to  in 
the  note  to  chapter  12,  ante :  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  in  General  Court  Assembled  — 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Foxborough  Humbly  Sheweth  that  Said 
Town  was  not  notified  to  take  a  Valuation  of  their  Rateable  Estate  untill  Some  time  in 
February  1779  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  Assessors  to  make  a  return  before  the 
Courts  Committee  had  Reported  the  Valuation  on  the  Several  Towns,  in  this  State,  and 
Said  Town  was  Doomed  to  Stand  48500  Pounds  which  your  Petitioners  Conceive  to  be 
more  than  Double  its  real  Value  as  will  appear  by  the  returns  of  the  Assessors  from  the 
several  Towns  that  said  Foxborough  Originated  from,  and  also  by  Attested  Coppies 
from  Said  Towns  Shewing  in  what  Proportion  the  Said  Town  of  Foxborough  Paid  when 
Assessed  by  the  Towns  of  Stoughton  Stoughtonham  Walpole  and  Wrentham  Since  they 
were  incorporated ;  when  your  Petitioners  See  the  Sqituation  of  a  Number  of  the  Towns 
around  them,  that  they  do  not  Pay  more  than  half  the  Sum  that  is  Paid  by  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Foxborough  according  to  their  real  wealth  and  Number  which 
Creates  Great  Uneasiness  and  is  an  Intolarable  Burden,  we  are  Intirely  willing  to  Pay, 
our  full  Proportion  with  the  Rest  of  the  State  and  to  Sacrifice  our  all  in  the  Common 
Cause  if  it  Should  be  Necessary  —  there  is  another  Circumstance  which  We  Beg  leave  to 
mention  which  may  Serve  to  demonstrate  that  we  are  Greatly  over  Tax'd,  that  is  the 
universal  Complaints  of  the  nonresidant  Proprietors,  who  declare  that  they  are  Tax'd 
Double  in  the  Town  of  Foxborough  that  the  Same  Land  would  have  been  had  it  lain  in 
their  respective  Towns  ^ 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  trust  in  the  Clemency  of  this  Honourable  Court,  that  they 
will  Consider  that  they  are  but  an  Infant  Town  and  lay  no  more  upon  them  at  least  than 
their  is  laid  upon  Towns  that  are  more  aged  and  much  Richer  we  further  Humbly  hope 
that  this  Honourable  Court  wiU  take  our  Case  in  their  wise  Consideration  and  abate  So 
much  of  our  two  last  Taxes  (which  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  pay)  as  may  appear  to 
have  been  laid  upon  us  more  than  our  just  Proportion  and  that  the  Execution  be  Staid 
untill  these  matters  are  adjusted— and  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray 
Foxborough  March  1780— t„„^  ■p-,„„^„„Hn  behalf  of  the 

JOHN  i!.VERETT|.j.^^^^,^  ^^ Foxborough."— 7J*rf.,fo/.  186, p.  186. 
_  The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  April  11,  1780,  and  a  second 
time,  April  I7th,  and  a  third  time,  on  the  18th ;  and  was  thereupon  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
in  the  House,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  speaker.  In  the 
Council  it  was  read  a  fii'st  time,  on  the  18th  of  April,  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  ti)  be 
engrossed,  on  the  27th,  after  several  intervening  assignments,  —  probably  for  debate 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  November  session,  chapter  CXL. 
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thereon.    It  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  April  28th,  and  was  signed  by  fourteen  members, 
only,  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  42.  This  chapter  incorporated  the  first  district  erected  since  the  act  of  1775-76, 
chapter  3,  by  which  all  existing  districts  were  converted  into  towns ;  and  Carlisle  was  the 
only  district  in  Massachusetts  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. A  considerable  portion  of  tlie  settled  territory  included  within  the  limits  of 
the  town  incorporated  l)y  this  chapter,  was  embraced  in  what  was  known  as  the  Bloods' 
Farms.  This  tract  of  land  came  into  the  possession  of  the  brothers,  John  and  Robert 
Blood,  partly  by  purchase,  as  early  as  1650,  and  partly,  probably,  by  descent  from 
their  father.  Robert,  also,  possessed  other  extensive  contiguous  territory  in  right  of  his 
wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Major  Simon  Willard,  to  whom  the  General  Court  of  the 
colony  had  granted  lands  as  a  reward  for  his  eminent  public  services.  After  the  incor- 
poration of  Billerica,  in  1655,  the  Bloods,  whose  farms  adjoined  the  new  plantation, 
though  not  within  its  limits,  appear  to  have  been  considered  as  belonging  to  that  town- 
ship. 

During  King  Philip's  war,  the  Bloods  sought  refuge  in  Concord,  and  were  there  taxed 
as  inhabitants ;  but  on  their  petition,  the  General  Court,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1678,  ordered 
these  taxes  to  be  repaid  them,  "  without  charge  to  the  petitioners."  This  appears  to  have 
been  the  beginning  of  a  controversy  between  them  and  the  town  of  Concord,  which 
resulted,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1685,  in  an  agreement  between  the  parties,  by  which  the 
"  Farms,"  which  had  heretofore  existed  as  a  "  peculiar,"  were  annexed  to  Concord  upon 
conditions  by  which  Robert  Blood,  senior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  were  exempted  from  obli- 
gation to  serve  in  any  town  office,  and  from  all  rates  excepting  such  as  should  be  laid  for 
repairing  or  building  the  meeting-house.  By  this  agreement,  also,  the  "  waste  lands  "  of 
the  Bloods  were  to  be  exempted  from  taxation;  highways  were  to  be  laid  out,  to  and 
from  the  town,  for  their  accommodation,  and  they  were  to  have  "  meet  places  assigned  to 
them  in  the  meeting-house,"  in  Concord.  No  express  reasons  for  granting  the  exemp- 
tions claimed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  above  named,  have  been  found  in  the 
state  archives;  but  as  the  settlers  there  occupied  an  outpost  on  the  frontiers,  and  were 
remote  from  the  meeting-house  in  Concord  village,  from  which  they  were  separated  by 
the  Concord  River,  and  to  which  they  had  access  only  over  roads  often  submerged,  or  * 

otherwise  impassable,  the  conjecture  is  not  unfounded,  that  these  circumstances  furnished 
sufficient  inducement  for  consenting  to  their  enjoyment  of  these  special  privileges. 

As  early  as  Dec.  18,  1732,  Jonathan  Blood,  John  Parlin  and  twenty-six  others,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  northerly  part  of  Concord,  subscribed  to  an  agreement  to  support  meetings 
for  public  worship  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Adams.  The  whole  amount  thus  subscribed 
was  £18,  4s.  The  subscribers  appear  to  have  organized  as  a  society,  to  have  chosen  a 
clerk,  and  to  have  held  meetings  for  prudential  affairs,  sometimes,  at  the  house  of  David 
Parlin.  At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Concord,  held  May  21, 1733,  a  vote  was  passed, 
pursuant  to  an  article  in  the  warrant,  upon  the  questions  "whether  the  town  would  make 
allowance  to  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  north  part  of  Concord,  to  support  preaching  amongst 
them  *  *  in  the  winter  season,"  or  "would  set  off  the  said  inhabitants,  to  be  a  sepa- 
rate precinct ;  "  both  of  wliich  were  decided  in  the  negative. 

During  the  fourth  session  of  the  Assembly  of  the  following  year  "a  petition  of  Benja- 
min Stone  and  twenty-five  others,  of  Concord,  setting  forth  the  distance  they  are  at  from  the 
place  of  public  worship  in  said  town,  and  praying  that  they  may  I)c  erected  into  a  sepa- 
rate precinct  by  the  bounds  stated  in  the  petition,"  was  read,  and  notice  thereof  was  ordered 
to  be  served  on  the  town  of  Concord,  returnable  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  next  May  ses- 
sion. This  petition  has  not  been  discovered;  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  petitioners 
represented  the  same  body  which  had  organized  for  worship  in  the  winter  of  1732,  and 
had  unsuccessfully  applied  to  the  town  for  aid,  in  the  spring  of  1733.  This  petition  came 
up  for  consideration  on  the  4th  of  June,  1734,  together  with  a  certificate  of  twenty-eight 
other  inhabitants  "  of  the  proposed  precinct,  "  shewing  their  unwillingness  to  be  part  of 
the  precinct,"  and  the  answer  of  the  town  of  Concord,  the  inhabitants  whereof,  on  the 
24th  of  May,  had  chosen  Joseph  Dakin,  Hush  Brooks  and  Sanmel  Merriam  "a  commit- 
tee, to  give  reasons  to  the  General  Court,"  at  the  day  appointed,  why  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  should  not  be  granted.  After  consideration,  this  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
dismissed 

At  a  town  meeting  held  by  adjournment,  March  7,  1737-38,  and  called,  among  otner 
things,  "  to  see  if  the  town  will  dismiss  Zechariah  Blood,  and  others,  petitioners  with  him, 
from  Concord,  in  order  to  join  with  part  of  Chelmsford  and  part  of  Billerica,  to  make  a 
separate  to-\vnship;"  and  "to  hear  the  petition  of  Eleazer  Brown  and  others  on  the  north- 
wardly side  of  Concord  River,"  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  "  on  the  north  and 
northerly  side  of  the  North  River,  so  called,  may  be  set  off  a  separate  township;"  the 
inhabitants  refused  to  grant  the  latter  petition,  by  a  vote  of  seventy -six  to  twenty-six; 
and  on  the  former  petition,  "  the  town  saw  cause  not  to  act  *  *  at  that  time,  for  that 
a  greater  number  that  live  within  the  bounds  asked  for,  appeared  against  the  wanting  the 
said  petition,  than  appeared  for  it." 

On  the  3d  of  March  1739-40,  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Concord,  for  which  the 
twelfth  article  in  the  warrant  was,  "  to  hear  the  request  of  Jonathan  Blood  and  others, 
of  the  northwardly  part  of  the  town,  who  desu-e  to  l)e  set  off  to  be  a  sei)arate  precinct 

*  *  •  according  to  bounds  set  forth  in  their  petition,"  —  the  town  refused  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

The  next  attempt  that  has  been  discovered,  to  have  any  portion  of  the  territory  north  of 
Concord  River  set  off  as  a  separate  town  or  precinct,  was  on  the  fifth  of  May,  1746,  when 
the  warrant  for  the  next  town  meeting,  contained  an  article  for  hearing  and  considering 
the  petition  of  John  Hartwell  and  others,  then  to  be  laid  before  the  town  for  that  pur- 
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pose.  The  meeting  at  whicli  this  petition  was  considered  was  held  May  20th,  by  adjourn- 
ment from  the  r2th,  and  at  the  adjournment  the  petition  was  referred  to  tiie  next  town 
meeting. 

The  grounds  for  separation  alleged  by  these  petitioners  were,  "in  order  to  their  more 
convcniant  coming  to  y«  publik  worship  of  God,  from  which  they  are  many  times  many 
of  them  liindred  by  y"  Difficulty  of  passing  y"  river  in  times  of  flud  &  by  y"  great  Dis- 
tance of  their  aboad  from  y<=  place  where  y  ])ublil£e  worship  of  God  is  now  upheld."* 
They  promised  to  state  other  reasons  in  the  petition  to  be  jiresented  by  them.  On  the 
3d  of  November  of  the  same  year,  the  warrant  for  the  town  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 
17th,  contained  an  article  for  consiclering  the  petition  of  John  Ilartwell  and  others,  which, 
it  is  probable,  was  the  original  petition,  and  it  was  again  "  referred  to  the  next  town  meet- 
ing "  The  record  of  the  next  town  meeting  held  by  adjournment,  on  the  3d  of  March 
contains  no  reference  to  this  I'etition.  This  and  other  similar  applications  were  inetfectual, 
until  the  year  1753,  when,  having  lailed  to  get  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  Concord  con- 
senting to  their  separation,  James  Chandler  and  forty-six  other  inhabitants  of  this  terri- 
tory (not,  however,  including  Bloods'  Farms),  appealed  to  the  General  Court,  in  the 
following  petition,  which  was  read  in  the  House,  Sept.  13,  1753,  and  notice  thereon 
ordered  to  be  served  on  the  town  of  Concord,  returnable  "on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  next  sitting  of  the  Court":  — 

"  To  His  Excellency  William  Shirley  Esq""  Cap*-General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and 
over  his  Majesties  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England  and  to  the 
Honl«  His  Majesties  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Northerly  Part  of  the  Town  of  Concord  Humbly 
Sheweth 

That  Whereas  your  Petitioners  have  for  many  years  Past  attended  with  our  Families  on 
y  Publick  worship  of  God  at  the  old  Parish  in  Said  Concord  with  many  and  great  Iiicon- 
veniencies  by  Living  (many  of  us)  So  Remote  thei'efrom  there  is  a  great  Number  of  aged, 
and  youngerly  Persons  are  very  Frecquently  Nessesarily  Detain'd  from  the  Publick 
"worship  They  not  being  a!)le  to  Travel  So  far  in  the  heat  of  Summer  without  Exposing 
their  health,  and  in  y"  winter  season  the  Days  Being  So  Short  they  Cannot  without  a 
great  Deal  of  Pains  and  Trouble  get  to  y"  Place  of  Publick  worship  in  season  and  in  Case 
they  tarey  till  the  times  of  Exercise  is  over  they  Cannot  Return  to  their  Places  of  abode 
till  Sometime  in  the  Evening,  which  greatly  Endangers  them  of  Suffering  with  the  Cold, 
and  Perticularly  in  times  of  floods  there  is  great  Numbers  (of  all  Sex)  are  oblig'd  to 
Tarey  at  home  on  y"  sabbath  altho' — there  is  good  bridges  over  the  Rivers  but  Cannot 
Come  at  them,  all  which  Renders  your  Petitioners  Case  very  Deficult 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  Humbly  Pray  your  Excellency  and  Honours  would  take 
our  Cause  into  your  wise  Consideration  and  Grant  unto  us  a  Destrict  under  such  Restric- 
tions and  Regulations  as  your  Excellency  and  Honours  in  your  great  wisdom  Shall 
Think  Fit.  Including  all  within  the  Bounds  hereafter  mentioned  in  y'^'  Northerly  Part  of 
Sd  Concord. —  Beginning  at  y»  Corner  of  the  Town  Near  Joseph  Parlins  then  with  Acton 
Lme  to  where  it  Crosses  Neshoby  Brook  (so  Called)  then  Down  Said  Brook  to  the  River, 
then  with  Said  River  till  it  Comes  to  Bloods  Farm  (So  Called)  Then  Bounding  on  si 
Bloods  Farm  till  it  Comes  to  Billiraca  Line,  then  with  Billiraca  Line  to  the  Corner  first 
mentioned. —  and  your  Petitioners  Futher  bcge  Leave  to  Inform  your  Excellency  and 
Hon''^that  we  Haiue  Petioned  the  Town  of  Concord  to  vote  us  off  as  a  Destrict;  and  they 
haiuc  had  a  Town  meetting  for  that  Purpose  but  Retiused  so  to  Do:  and  we  as  In  Duty 
Bound  shall  Euer  Pray  &e." —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  116,  p.  470. 

The  town  of  Concord  during  the  recess  of  the  General  Court,  having  passed  the  vote 
shown  in  the  following  petition,  Jonathan  Blood  and  twenty-seven  othei's,  who  were 
desirous  of  being  included  in  the  territory  to  be  set  off,  presented  their  petition  to  the 
General  Court,  early  in  the  next  session,  as  follows :  — 
"  Province  of  the     )     To  His  Excellency  William   Shirly  Esq^  Governour  and  Corn- 
Massachusetts  Bay  >mander  in  Cheif,  The  Honbiu  His  Majesties  Council  and  House  of 
December  4'.i>  1753.  J  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assemliled 
The  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Northerly  part  of  the  Town  of 
Concord  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Said  Town  of  Concord  at  their  Meeting  the 
22<i  day  of  October  Last '  Voted  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Northerly  part  of  the  Town 
'  Shall  and  May  have  all  the  Liberty  that  the  Town  Can  Grant  them  to  (io  otl'as  a  Seperate 
'District  at  any  time  when  tiicy  Shall  Agree  or  Choose  So  to  do  by  the  following  Bounds 

*  viz',  to  begin  at  Concord  River  and  Run  Streight  to  Acton  Line  So  as  to  Run  across  the 
'Roiid  Leading  to  Bloods  farm  and  across  Groton  Road  (so  Called)  at  Each  of  them  one 

*  Mile  and  three  Quarters  from  the  Meeting  House  upon  a  Streight  line  and  then  to  be 
'Bounded  on  Acton  and  Billeriea  and  on  Concord  River  to  where  it  began 

And  Whereas  the  part  then  voted  to  be  Set  oft'  is  thought  not  only  by  your  petitioners 
but  by  many  others  in  Said  Town  to  be  too  Small,  your  Petitioners  pray  that  the  Same 
may  be  Confirmed  by  your  Excellency  and  Honours  with  a  Small  Addition  and  to  Run 
by  the  following  Bounds  viz'  to  Begin  at  Concord  River  at  the  mouth  of  Ralfs  Brook  So 
Called  and  Running  to  a  white  oak  tree  in  or  by  the  High  way  on  the  Easterly  Side  of 
Hunts  Hill  otherwise  Called  Graved  Hill  from  thence  to  a  heap  of  Stones  by  the  wall  in 
Groton  Road  (so  Called)  about  four  Rods  on  the  North  of  Daniel  Coles  Barn  and  So 
Extending  a  Streight  line  to  Acton  Line  (which  will  Cross  Each  of  the  Roads  mentioned 
in  the  vote  of  the  Town  about  Two  miles  from  the  meeting  House  as  the  way  Runs)  then 

*  Collection  In  the  possession  of  Charles  E.  Clark,  M.  D.,  of  Boston,  embracing  the  original 
first  book  of  recorils  of  the  district,  and  suudry  papers  relatiug  thereto.  lie  has  presented  to  the 
State  Library  the  original  of  a  plan  of  the  district,  referred  to  on  page  1351,  post. 
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to  be  Bounded  by  Acton  to  Billerica  line  then  by  Billerica  taking  in  Bloods  Farm  (so 
Called)  to  Concord  lliver  then  on  the  River  to  where  it  Began  and  that  the  Lands  within 
Said  Bounds  with  the  Inhabitants  may  be  made  a  Seperate  Town  or  District  and  be 
vested  with  the  Same  priviledges  which  other  Towns  or  Districts  Enjoy.  And  your 
Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  Ever  Pray."  —  Ibid.,  p.  477. 

The  above  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  December  7th,  and  notice  thereof  was 
ordered  to  be  served  on  the  town  of  Concord,  icturnable  on  the  T2th,  —  the  same  day  on 
which  the  order  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  James  Chandler  and  others  was  returnable. 

On  the  return  day,  the  selectmen  of  Concord  appeared  and  consented  to  the  petition  of 
Blood  and  others,  "  provided  they  be  obliged  to  pay  their  proportion  of  all  public  dues,  as 
they  have  heretofore  done,  'till  such  time  as  they  agree  to  set  up  and  maintain  the  public 
worship  among  themselves;  and  that  they  be  oliligcd  to  pay  such  proportion,  towards 
maintaining  the  great  North  Bridge  in  said  town,  for  the  future,  as  shall  bo  judged  reason- 
able, unless  dismissed  by  a  vote  of  the  town."  Whereupon  this  petition  was  referred  to  a 
joint  committee,  consisting  of  Benjamin  Lynde  and  Samuel  Watts,  of  the  Council,  and 
Messrs.  Livermore,  Coolidge  and  Lawrence,  of  the  House,  who  were  ordered  "  to  hear  the 
parties,  and  report  what  they  judge  proi)er  for  the  Court  to  do  thereon." 

On  the  same  day,  Jonathan  Brooks  and  twenty  others,  who  lived  within  the  territory 
described  in  Chandler's  petition,  filed  their  objection  to  being  "  layed  off,  in  any  shape, 
according  to  that  request." 

A  committee,  cliosen  for  the  purpose  by  the  town  of  Concord,  also  appeared,  and 
presented  the  following  answer  to  the  last-named  petition  :  — 
IIP      -of  tiio  1     '^ o  ^I^^  Excellency  William  Shu-ley  Esq'  Governour  and  Com- 
1  rovmce  or  me  [gander  in  Cheif  The  Ilon^e  His  Majesties  Council  and  House  Rep- 
MassacuuseCTS  cay  j  j-esentatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  December  12t.'  1753. 

We  the  Subscribers  being  a  Committee  a>i>pointed  by  the  Town  of  Concord  to  make 
answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Northerly  Part  of  Said  Towm  praying  to 
be  Set  off  as  a  Scpcrate  District  would  llumljly  Olfer  to  your  Excellency  and  Honours  the 
follDwing  Reasons  why  the  Prayer  of  their  petition  ought  not  be  Granted  Viz'. 

The  Said  petitioners  Pray  for  a  part  of  said  Town  to  be  Sett  off  as  a  District  Containing 
Six  thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Thirty  acres  on  which  are  upwards  of  Eighty  Families 
and  is  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  Town  being  the  most  fertile  and  Profitable  land  and 
Contains  all,  or  almost  all  the  Lands  within  the  first  parish  in  Said  Town  Capable  of 
^Making  any  New  or  aditional  Settlements;  Whereas  much  of  the  Remaining  part  of  the 
fir.it  parish  in  Said  Town  is  Barren  and  unprofitable  pine  Land  which  Never  Can  be  Im- 
proved to  any  Consideralile,  if  any  advantage :  That  if  their  petition  Should  be  Granted 
and  they  Set  off  to  the  Bounds  mentioned  in  their  petition  which  Comes  within  one  Hun- 
dred and  ninety  four  Rods  of  the  meeting  House,  it  will  Leave  the  first  Parish  in  a  bad 
Situation  and  under  Difficult  &  Deplorable  Circumstances  not  Two  mile  and  half  wide  by 
the  Meeting  House  and  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Southwesterly  Part  ;is  distant  from  the 
place  of  Publick  Worship  as  the  Petitioners  and  have  as  much  need  of  Rcleif  (all  which 
m;iy  appear  l)y  a  Plan  of  the  Town  Herewith  Exhibited)  and  the  Inhabitants  near  the 
Meeting  House  being  many  of  them  Tradesmen  and  Others  which  are  Tennants  or  have 
vt'ry  Small  l-^states  and  Generaly  under  Low  Circumstances  it  will  make  the  Burden  very 
Heavy  on  a  few  Persons :  we  would  also  Observe  that  the  Diuiculty  in  Passing  the  River 
mentioned  in  their  Petition  is  almost,  if  not  altogether  without  Foundation  the  Town 
Having  Lately  been  at  a  Great  Expence  in  Raising  the  Causey  and  Building  a  wide  wall 
for  people  to  travell  over  on  foot  when  a  flood  Covers  the  Causey  (which  Seldom  Happens) 
And  your  Respondants  would  also  beg  Leave  further  to  Inform  your  Excellency  and 
Honours  that  the  Said  Petitioners  in  their  Petition  have  Left  out  and  made  no  mention  of 
Bloods  Farm  (so  Called)  which  adjoyns  to  the  northerly  Part  of  ('oncord  and  Contains 
about  one  'I'housand  Eight  Hundred  and  fifty  acres  with  about  fifteen  families  thereon, 
and  which  is  Accounted  a  Part  of  Concord  and  have  Paid  Publick  Rates  and  taxes  in  Said 
Town  for  about  Iilighty  years  Past  and  Live  the  most  Remote  from  the  Publick  worship 
of  any  belonging  to  the  town  and  are  obliged  to  (ravell  through  that  Part  Petititmed  for  to 
be  Set  ofi"  in  Order  to  Get  to  the  Place  of  Publick  worship:  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Said 
'1  own  of  Concord  in  Consideration  of  their  Difficulties  together  with  many  others  in  the 
Said  Northerly  Part  of  the  Town  at  their  meeting  the  22i!  day  of  Octoi)er  last  Voted 
[Here  follows  the  rote  of  the  Town  as  set  forth  in  the  petition  of  Jo7iathan  Blood  and 
otlicrs,  ST/pra.  —  Ed.] 

Within  which  Bounds  which  Contains  about  Six  Thousand  and  Six  Hundred  Acres 
there  is  about  Sixty  Families  and  being  Some  of  the  best  Part  of  the  Town  and  Contains 
laud  Sufficient  and  Room  Convenient  for  a  Considerable  many  additional  Settlements  was 
thought  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  at  their  Said  meeting  to  be  as  much  as  they  Could 
Spare  without  manifest  Injustice  to  the  Remaining  Part  and  to  be  as  Large  as  the  Peti- 
tioners and  Others  Concerned  Could  Reasonably  desire  and  what  was  thought  to  be  Suffi- 
cient to  satisfie  them  although  Something  less  than  they  asked  for;  But  they  having 
letittoned  your  Excellency  and  Honours  for  a  Confirmation  of  the  Same  with  a  Small 
Adition  which  will  take  in  about  five  Families  more  than  the  Town  voted  to  them  yet  the 
Town  we  understand  will  not  oppose  it  being  very  willing  they  Should  be  accoinmudated 
as  far  as  is  any  ways  Consistant  with  Justice  and  Equity  and  without  Oppressing  the  Re- 
maining Part;  But  if  the  Petition  of  the  Said  northerly  Inhabitants  of  Concord  pre- 
fer'd  to  your  I'^xcellency  and  Honours  the  Last  Session  of  this  Great  and  General  Coui't 
Should  be  Granted  it  must  unavoidably  be  attended  with  very  l)ad  Consequences  Injustice 
Ilai'dships  and  Oppression  your  Respondants  Therefore  Humbly  Pray  that  the  Said  Peti- 
tion may  be  Dismissed  and  other  measm-es  taken  to  Relieve  the  Inhai>itants  of  the  North- 
erly Part  of  Concord  Such  as  may  tend  to  Keep  up  and  maintain  a  Harmony  and  Good 
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Agreement  among  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Town  agreeable  to  the  mime  thereof  and  youl 
Respondants  as  in  duty  Bound  shall  Ever  Pray         Timothy  Wheleu  Junr. 

Nathi-I'  Whittemoke 
Joseph  Hubburd."  —  Ibid.,  p.  479. 

On  the  13th,  the  above  answer,  together  with  the  petition  to  which  it  relates,  was  referred 
to  the  same  committee  to  which  had  been  referred  the  above  petition  of  Blood  and  others. 
Another  petition,  signed  by  John  Hartwell  and  forty-two  others  (all  l)ut  twelve  of  whom 
were  signers  to  the  above  petition  of  James  Chandler  and  others),  which  had  besn  r  jad, 
in  the  House,  on  the  7th  of  December,  and  ordered  "to  lie  on  the  table,"  was  referred  to 
the  same  committee.    This  last-mentioned  petition  was  as  follows :  — 

"To  His  Excellency  William  Shirly  Esql  Cap'  General  and  Governer  in  Chief  in  and 
over  His  Majesties  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England  and  to  the  Hon- 
ourable His  Majesties  Counciel  and  House  of  Representativs  in  General  Court  Assembled. 

Your  Petitioners  m  the  Northerly  Part  of  Concord  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  whereas  we  have  Lately  Prefer'd  a  Petition  to  this  Honourable  Court  to  Set  off  a 
Saperat  District  on  the  Northerly  Side  of  the  River  in  Said  Concord  and  the  Town  has 
Been  serv'd  with  a  Coppy  of  Said  Petition  that  they  may  give  their  Reasons  if  any  they 
have  why  the  Prayer  of  that  Petition  may  Not  be  answer'd  and  accordingly  have  Chose  a 
Committee  for  that  End  And  sence  that  Committee  has  been  Chosen  Mr  Jonathan  Blood 
and  others  (who  were  Formerly  anexed  to  the  Town  of  Concord  only  During  this  Honour- 
able Conrs  Pleasure)  have  Requested  of  the  Town  to  see  if  they  would  by  their  vote  set 
off  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Lands  already  Petition'd  for,  to  be  anexed  with  them  to  be  a 
saprate  District,  the  Town  being  senciable  that  it  is  but  Reasonable  that  Some  thing  Shuld 
be  Done  for  the  ReUef  of  the  Northerly  Part  of  s'L  Town  have  by  their  vote  Set  off  the 
greatest  Part  of  the  the  Lands  your  Petitioners  have  asked  for  in  answer  to  the  Request  of 
si  Jonathan  Blood  and  others  which  your  Petitioners  humbly  Concieve  is  for  No  other 
end  But  to  Defeat  you  Petitioners  in  their  Proceedings  in  that  afah-,  and  Likewi-.e  we 
think  that  what  they  Petition  for  —  is  no  ways  sutflcient  to  Carry  on  Such  a  work,  your 
Petitioners  therefore  Humbly  Pray  yom-  Excellency  and  Honours  would  Take  our  Cause 
into  your  wise  Consideration  and  not  Grant  the  Petition  of  S^  Jonathan  Blood  and  others 
till  after  your  Petitioners  Shall  have  a  hearing  — 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  Pray 
Concord  November  28/1753 

And  yom-  Petitioners  further  Pray  that  Jonathan  Blood  and  others  with  their  lands  may 
be  annexed  to  this  Destrict  now  Prayed  for  In  the  Same  manner  as  they  now  are  to  the 
Town  of  Concord  and  that  If  it  is  agreal)le  to  your  Exelency  and  Honours  The  Reason- 
abelness  of  the  Petition  may  be  Enquired  Into  by  a  Committee  of  this  Honourable  Court 
Going  upon  the  Spot  and  Viewing  the  Same  and  we  as  In  Dutie  bound  shall  Ever  Pray."— 
Ibid.,  p.  ^^1.  ,      ^   , 

On  the  fourteenth  of  December,  the  joint  committee  submitted  a  written  report,  dated  the 
13th,  in  which  they  stated  that  they  found  "  such  an  uneasiness  and  disagreement  amjngst " 
the  parties,  that  they  reported  "  it  as  then:  opinion  that  the  petitions  and  answers  b j  referred 
to  the  next  sitting  of  this  Court,  for  frnther  consideration,  unless  the  parties  should,  before 
that  time,  accommodate  their  differences  among  themselves  "  This  report  was  accepted, 
and  the  petitions,  etc.,  were  referred,  accordingly. 

During  the  following  winter  and  spring,  until  late  in  March,  the  joint  committee  appear 
to  have.had  this  business  still  in  charge,  and  to  have  made  efforts  to  bring  about  an  agree- 
ment amona  the  petitioners  and  remonstrants.  No  less  than  six  different  petitions  and 
reports,  addressed  to  this  committee  during  this  period,  are  preserved  in  the  state  archives, 
together  with  long  lists  of  rates,  by  which  it  appears  that,  in  the  portion  of  the  town  sought 
to  be  set  off  as  a  separate  district,  etc.,  there  were  one  hundred  and  fourteen  tax-payers; 
twenty  on  Bloods'  Farms,  and  one  hundi'ed  and  scventy-tive  in  the  town,  exclusive  of  the 
northerly  portion,  aforesaid,  and  of  the  south-east  parish. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  fourth  session  (March  28,  1754),  the  foregoing  papers  were 
read  again,  in  Council,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  with  orders  to  "  hear  the 
parties,  and  report  what  they  judge  proper  for  this  Court  to  do  thereon,  as  soon  as  may 
be."  When  this  vote  came  down  to  the  House,  the  next  day,  it  was  concurred  in,  and 
Col.  White  was  substituted,  on  the  committee,  for  Col.  Lawrence,  who  was  absent.  The 
Council  thereupon  substituted  Stephen  Sewall,  for  Samuel  Watts,  in  which  the  House 

concurred.  ,       „,„••,       »  ,, 

The  committee  as  thus  changed,  completed  their  report  on  the  10th  of  April,  as  follows  :— 
"  The  Comittee  to  whom  was  refferred  the  Petition  of  Jon*  Blood  &  others  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  North'v  part  of  Concord  praying  to  be  made  a  Seiierate  District,  &  also  the 
Answer  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Concord,  having  hcar'd  the  Parties  &  considered 
the  several  Papers  Given  in  on  the  same ;— Arc  of  Opinion  That  the  Prayer  of  the  s-i.  Peti- 
tion be  so  far  granted,  as  that  thev  l)e  sett  off  and  made  a  Seperate  District  l)y  the  follow- 
ing bounds  viz  to  begin  at  Concord  River*  at  the  mouth  of  Ralphs  brook  so  called  &  run- 
ing  to  a  white  Oak  tree  in  or  by  the  Side  of  the  High  way  on  the  Easterly  Side  of  Hunts 
Hill,  &  from  thence  to  an  heap  of  Stones  about  four  Rods  north  of  Dan'.'.  Coles  l)arn  & 

*The  following  memorandum  of  particular  measurements  in  the  southern  boundary  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Carlisle  is  iu  the  collection  of  Dr  Clark,  referred  to,  supra: 


"  May  29"'  1754  the  Kecord  of  the  Bounds  of  the  south  Line  betwen  Concord  &  the  District  of 
Jarlisle  is  as  follows  to  it  first  1  Begining  at  the  mouth  of  Ilalfs  Brook  21y  uu  oak  iu  Buttricks 
Field  31y  a  white  oak  in  the  Road  41y  a  heap  of  Stoucs  by  a  wall;  Sly  a  white  oak  ten  Lnches 
over  61y  a  maple  tree  life  luches  over  71y  a  heape  of  stons  in  Joseph  Dudley  paster  Sly  a  pich  pin 
9ly  a  black  oak  six  luches ;  tcuthly  a  black  oak  Eight  Inches    Illy  ^  black  oak  fore  luches.    121y 


t  black  oak  with  itones  about  it  by  the  way." 
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Extending  on  a  Streight  Line  to  a  Way  a  Litle  Westerly  of  Rich''  Temples  House,  & 
then  riming  Northerly  by  s' Way  w^?  Leads  toward  Acton  Line  till  it  comes  to  Benj* 
Temples  Land  then  ruiiinsf  to  Acton  Line  (so  as  to  take  into  the  now  District  the  8^ 
Benj"  Temples  Land)  &  from  thence  bounded  on  Acton  &  Billerica  until  it  comes  to 
Concord  River  &  so  on  Concord  River  to  where  the  Line  first  began— taking  in  Bloods 
Farm  so  called — 

And  That  the  s'^  Inhabitants  within  the  bounds  afores^  Do  the  Dutie's  that  are  required, 
&  Enjoy  all  the  Powers  Priviledges  &  Imunitles,  that  other  Towns  are  vested  with  Except 
the  Chusingof  one  or  more  person  or  persons  to  represent  them  in  tlie  Great  &  Genr'  Court 
in  the  Choosing  of  whom  the  Inhabitants  of  s'l  District  Sball  Join  with  the  others  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Concord  &  pay  their  proportionable  part  of  such  Representatives 
Wages  — 

Provided  The  Inhabitants  of  the  District  pay  their  proportionable  part  of  all  Town 
County  &  Province  charges  already  Assessed  on  them  And  also  that  they  from  time  to 
time  bear  their  proportionable  part  of  the  Cliarge  of  Keeping  the  Great  North  Bridge  over 
the  river  in  Concord  in  good  &  Sufficient  repair  — 

And  Further  that  Petitff  have  Lil)crty  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  for  the  purposes  afores"5 

all    well' is  Submitted  cJ^'Ben*  Lynde  4^  ordf.."  —  Ibid.,  p.  6Qi. 

On  the  11th,  this  report  was  accepted,  and  an  order  was  passed  by  both  branches,  in 
concurrence,  "  that  the  petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill,  accordingly."  On  the 
12th,  the  bill  of  1753-54,  chapter  36,  was  read  twice  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  Coun- 
cil, and  sent  down  to  the  House,  for  concurrence,  where  it  had  its  first  and  second  reading, 
the  same  day,  and,  on  the  13th,  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  two 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  and,  on  the  16th,  it  was  passed  to 
be  enacted. 

The  settlement  effected  by  this  act  was  not  of  long  duration.  On  the  22d  of  January, 
1755,  —  a  little  less  than  nine  months  after  the  act  went  into  operation,  a  general  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  was  held,  to  act,  among  other  things,  upon  the  following 
application  to  the  selectmen :  — 

"  Carlisle  January:  15*  175  [5*] 

To  the  Selectmen  of  the  district  of  Carlisle  Gen[tlemen*]  we  the  Subscribers  In- 
habitants of  s"!  Carlisle  being  [*]  Discouriaged  in  proceeding  any  further  as  a  district 
being  sensib[lc*]  of  the  many  diflcultyes  and  Cose  that  will  arise  we  fear  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  Carry  on  the  same :  we  therefore  Gent,  desire  you  to  Call  a  Meeting  of  the 
district  as  soon  as  Can  be  and  Insert  as  an  Article  in  your  warrant  for  s''  Meeting  to  see  if 
the  district  will  agree  by  a  vote  to  petition  the  Great  and  General  Court  that  the  whole 
district  may  be  Dismist  from  any  further  proceedings  as  a  district  and  be  laid  to  the  Town 
of  Concord  as  heretofore 

Gen^  your  Compliance  herewith  will  greatly  oblige  your  Humlile  Servants  — 

"  David  Whittakeh"  [and  seventeen  others] .  —  Dr.  Clark's  collection. 

Upon  the  article  inserted  in  the  warrant,  in  accordance  with  the  above  i-equest,  the  in- 
habitants, after  debate,  "  voted,  that  they  will  petition  the  Great  and  General  Court,  for 
an  addition  on  the  southerly  part  of  the  district,  &c." 

The  immediate  cause  of  this  discontent  appears  to  have  been  the  difficulty  of  agreeing 
upon  a  location  for  a  meeting-house  in  the  district.  Committees  to  select  a  site  had  been 
appointed,  and  had  reported ;  and  the  geographical  centre  of  the  town  had  been  ascer- 
tained by  a  surveyor,  whose  plan,  showing  the  situation  of  some  thirty  or  forty  home- 
steads, and  indicating  the  centre  of  the  district,  and  the  site  chosen  by  the  committee,  has 
recently  been  discovered. 

The  following  petition,  which  was  read  in  the  House,  June  6, 1755,  sets  forth  the  later 
doings  of  the  district,  prior  to  this  application  to  the  General  Court :  — 

"To  His  Excellency  William  Shirly  Esq""  Capt_  General  and  Governer  in  Chief  in  and 
over  his  Majesties  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  and  to  the  Hon- 
ourable his  Majesties  Council  and  House  of  Representitives  in  General  Court  Assembled 
June  3/1755 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Freeholders  of  the  District  of  Carlisle  Humbly 
Sheweth 

That  whereas  in  April  1754  there  was  by  this  Honourable  Court  a  Separate  District 
Granted  off  of  the  Northerly  Part  of  Concord  Including  Bloods  Farm  (so  Called)  in 
answer  to  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Blood  and  others  in  order  for  better  Accommodations 
to  the  Publick  worship  —  For  which  we  return  our  Thankful  Acknowledgment.  And 
whereas  the  District  already  Granted  is  So  Scituated  that  they  Cannot  by  any  means 
Come  into  any  Amicable  agreement  for  seting  up  a  house  for  the  Publick  Worship  in  any 
place  but  what  will  Create  such  a  vast  Expeuce  for  highways  thereto  that  it  Renders  our 
Case  very  Difficult,  and  if  their  be  a  Posil)ility  of  geting  through  with  that  Expence,  then 
many  of  the  Inhabitants  will  not  be  So  Conveniant  to  the  Publicit  worship  as  they  are  to 
the  Town  of  Concord.  And  altho  there  has  been  all  posible  Care  and  Pains  Taken  and 
Ijcen  at  a  great  Expence  to  bring  forward  the  Settlement  of  the  Same.  —The  District  being 
seiiciable  of  the  great  Disputes  and  Controverscies  arising  in  the  affairs  Did  at  a  District 
Meeting  on  the  20  Second  Day  of  January  Last  Vote  a  Concurrency  with  a  Request  of  a 
Considerable  Number  of  the  Inhabitants.  —  To  Se  if  the  District  Would  Petition  the  Great 
and  General  Court  for  a  Further  addition  on  the  Southerly  Side  of  Said  District  or  be 
Laid  back  to  the  Town  of  Concord  with  all  our  former  Privileges,  and  at  their  annuel 
meeting  in  March  Last  Did  then  Cliuse  a  Committee  to  Petition  this  Honourable  Court 
for  a  Further  Addition  Aand  at  a  District  Meeting  in  April  Last  Did  by  a  vote  Dismiss 
Said  Committee  from  Proceeding  in  that  affair  —  And  the  District  have  at  a  Meeting  on 

*  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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y«  3a_  Day  of  June  above  s^  Tried  by  a  vote  to  See  if  they  Could  a  gree  on  a  place  to  set 
up  a'House  for  the  Publick  Worship  and  to  Raise  money  for  Defraying  the  Chargis  of 
the  same,  and  Past  in  the  Negative  —  And  being  senciable  of  y°  utter  Imposibility  of 
Ever  seting  up  a  house  for  the  Publick  Worship  in  peace  and  unity  under  the  present 
scituation  of  the  District. —  We  therefore  Humbly  pray  that  your  Excellency  and 
Honours  would  Take  your  Destris'd  Petitioners  Cause  in  to  your  wise  Consideration  and 
Dismiss  Sd_  District  from  proceeding  any  further  and  Lay  the  District  to  y"  Town  of  Con- 
cord with  all  our  former  Privileges.  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever 
Pray    Jonathan  Puffer"  [and  thirty-eight  others] . —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  13,  p.  641. 

Notice  of  this  petition  was  ordered  to  be  served  upon  the  non-petitioners  in  the  district, 
and  upon  the  town  of  Concord,  returnable  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  next  session.  A 
counter-petition,  signed  by  Ephraim  Keyes  and  fifty-two  others,  inhabitants  of  Carlisle, 
Chelmsford,  Billerica  and  Acton,  was  read,  in  the  House,  June  25th,  and  notice  thereon 
ordered  to  said  district  and  towns,  returnable  at  the  same  time.  This  petition  represented 
the  petitioners'  itrgent  need  of  a  meeting-house  (which,  they  alleged,  would  accom- 
modate them  if  it  sliould  be  erected  in  Carlisle),  and  the  failure  of  that  district  to  agree 
upon  a  site  of  such  a  building;  wherefore  they  prayed  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town- 
ship or  district,  which  should  include  one-half  of  "the  lands,  with  the  inhabitants  on  the 
same,  between  Concord  meeting-house  and  Chelmsford  meeting-house,  in  this  manner: 
that  there  be  made  an  cast  and  west  line  in  the  centre,  between  "  the  above-named  meet- 
ing-houses, "  and  tliat  half  the  lands  between  Concord  meeting-house  and  the  said  centre 
line,  south  of  it,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  and  half  the  lands  between  Chelmsford 
meeting-house  and  the  said  centre  line,  north  of  it,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  and  all 
the  lands,  with  the  inhabitants  on  the  same,  two  miles  and  an-half  distant,  east  and  west, 
from  a  straight  line  drawn,  or  run,  from  Chelmsford  meeting-house  to  Concord  meeting- 
house (passing  through  the  centre  aforesaid),  the  whole  width  of  the  lands  that  may  be 
set  off"  between  the  two  meeting-houses,  should  constitute  the  new  town  or  district — "  the 
east  and  west  lines  to  be  parallel  with  the  said  straight  line  from  Chelmsford  meeting- 
house to  Concord  meeting-house ;  which  boundaries  may  take  in  part  of  Carlisle,  Billerica, 
Chelmsford,  Acton  and  VVestford."  The  petitioners  represented  that  they  had  mutually 
agreed  that  the  meeting-house  should  be  built  "on  the  said  straight  line  from  Chelmsford 
meeting-hoitse  to  Concord  meeting-house,  in  the  centre,  where  the  east  and  west  lines 
shall  cross  the  same,  if  a  convenient  place;  if  not,  the  nearest  convenient  place." 

On  the  return  day,  the  consideration  of  both  these  petitions  was  ordercl  to  be  referred  to 
the  second  VVednesday  of  the  next  session.  On  the  first  of  October,  these  petitions  were 
read  again,  together  with  the  answers  thereto,  and,  after  a  motion  to  refer  them  to  a  com- 
mittee^ had  failed,  tliey  were  again  "referred  to  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting 
of  this  Court."  Accordingly,  on  the  day  appointed,  these  petitions  were  referred  to  a 
joint  committee,  consisting  of  Samuel  Watts  and  William  Bi'attle,  of  the  Council,  and 
Messrs.  Lawrence,  Clap  and  Foster,  of  the  House,  who  were  ordered  to  tiike  the  jietitiou 
of  Jonathan  Puffer  and  others,  "  and  the  several  papers  accompanying  the  same,  under  con- 
sideration, hear  the  parties,  and  report  what  they  judge  proper  to  be  done  thereon."  On 
the  26th,  this  committee  reported  upon  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Keyes  and  others,  that 
they  had  "  considered  the  same,  heard  the  parties,  etc.,  and  are  unanimously  of  the 
opinion  that  the  prayer  thereof  is  unreasonable,  and  that  the  petition  be  dismissed."  This 
report  was  accepted,  and  the  petition  ordered  to  be  dismissed,  accordingly. 

On  the  same  day,  upon  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Puffer  and  others,  the  same  committee- 
reported  that  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  General  Court  "  send  a  committee  to  Carlisle 
fully  authorized  and  empowered  (if  they  think  fit  for  the  interest  of  said  di-trict)  to  fix  on 
a  place  to  set  the  meeting-house,"  etc.,  "  or  to  make  report  what  they  think  proper  for 
this  court  to  do  fui-ther  thereon."  This  report  was  rejected  by  the  Council,  who  passed 
an  order  again  referring  the  subject  to  the  "  next  sitting"  of  the  General  Court.  In  this 
order  the  House  refused  to  concur,  and  voted  that  the  petition  be  dismissed,  and  in  this  vote 
the  Council  concurred. 

Th»  papers  referred  to  as  accompanying  these  petitions  were,  the  answers  of  the  district 
of  Carlisle  to  both  petitions,  and  the  answers  of  Chelmsford,  Westford,  Billerica  and 
Acton,  to  the  petition  of  Keyes  and  others ;  the  petition  of  John  Robbins  and  nine  others, 
of  Westford  (in  which  they  represented  that  if  the  prayer  of  Keyes  and  others  were 
granted  they  should  consider  themselves  "almost  ruined  and  undone";  that  they  had 
just  got  through  with  settling  a  minister  and  building  a  meeting-house,  and  getting  con- 
venient highways,  "and  to  begin  the  world  anew,  we  are  not  able  to  do  it;  "  that  if  the 
proposed  new  meeting-house  was  to  l)e  placed  in  the  centre  of  -Carlisle  it  wouUl  be  more 
inconvenient  to  them  than  tbeu-  own ;  that  they  had  "  a  good  minister  now  settled,  and  to 
be  now  floong  [flung]  into  the  open  field,  we  cant  bear  to  think  of,"  and  concluded  with 
an  earnest  remonstrance  against  being  "  torn  to  pieces  and  undone"  by  the  proposed  act 
of  incorporation) ;  the  remonstrance  of  John  Hartwell  and  fifty-six  others,  inhabitants  of 
the  territory  described  in  Keyes's  petition;  and  the  remonstrance  of  William  Shed  and 
thu-teen  others,  inhabitants  of  Billerica,  in  which  they  represent  that,  within  a  few  years, 
they  had  built  a  meeting-house  and  settled  a  minister,  and  had  built  a  large  bridge  over 
Concord  F^iver,  "  against  the  meeting-house,"  and  that  many  of  the  petitioners  for  sepa- 
ration were  "  so  poor  and  needy  as  they  cannot  support  or  carry  on  such  charges  as  will 
inevitably  arise  in  a  new  township  " ;  and  therefore  prayed  "  that  they  may  be  continued 
unto  the  town  of  Billerica." 

The  answer  of  the  district  of  Carlisle  to  the  petition  of  Puffer  and  others,  was  chiefly  a 
denial  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  alleged  for  the  granting  of  this  petition,  and  a 
reiteration  of  the  willingness  of  the  inhabitants  to  have  the  district  enlarged  by  an  addi- 
tion from  the  adjoining  territory  of  Concord,  and  that  enlargement  of  their  territory  from 
any  other  town  would  ruin  them ;  that  they  apprehended  it  to  be  the  purpose  of  many  of 
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the  petitioners,  to  breali  up  the  district,  as  those  persons  had  also  signed  the  petition  of 
Kcj'cs  and  others ;  that  some  who  signed,  were  I'eady  to  recant,  and  many  were  not  voters 
in  Carlisle,  and  one  of  them,  only  a  tenant,  but  not  a  freeholder.  To  this  answer  was 
appended  a  certificate,  signed  by  three  of  the  signers  to  Puffer's  petition,  asking  that  said 
petition  be  dismissed. 

Tbe  answer  of  Carlisle  to  the  petition  of  Keyes  and  otliers,  alleged  that  there  was  a 
prospect  of  the  inhabitants  agreeing,  soon,  upon  a  site  for  a  meeting-house,  notwith- 
standing what  the  petitioners  had  stated  to  the  contrary ;  that  the  site  proposed  by  the 
petitioners  would  "  no  way  commode  the  same,"  and  if  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  be 
granted,  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  would  "  be  in  a  worse  condition  than"  they  "  were 
when  "  they  "  all  belonged  to  the  town  of  Concord;  "  that  they  would  be  "joined  with  a 
great  number  of  poor  persons,"  who  would  probably  soon  need  pecuniary  assistance ;  also 
that,  if  they  were  set  off  as  the  petitioners  desi*-ed,  there  was,  to  use  their  own  words, 
"  the  uttermost  danger  of  our  being  greatly  imposed  upon  as  to  our  religious  circum- 
stances, by  being  joined  to  a  number  of  separates,  many  of  whom  lie  under  church 
censure,  or  debarred  of  church  privileges,  in  the  church  or  churches  where  they  belong, 
and  are  mostly  separates  from  our  common  way  of  divine  worship,  and  for  a  long  time 
liavc  forsaken  the  standing  ministry,  and  heard  a  lay  exhorter,  whom  we  suppose  they 
would  settle  among  us  *  *  *  or,  at  least  one  of  the  same  persuasion";  and  closed, 
with  the  declaration  that  rather  than  be  joined  with  the  petitioners  "we  would  beg  to  be 
set  back  to  the  town  of  Concord  again,  which  nothing  would  induce  us  to  be  willing  to, 
except  the  danger  of  our  being  obliged  to  be  incorporated  with  these  petitioners." 

The  answer  of  the  town  of  Chelmsford  was  signed  by  a  committee,  chosen  for  the 
purpose  at  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  first  of  August,  who  were  instructed  to  use  such 
arsruments  against  the  petition  of  Keyes  and  others,  as  they  should  '■  think  most  proper." 
This  committee  represented  that  the  remote  ness  of  the  petitioners  from  the  meeting-houses 
of  the  several  towns  to  which  they  i)elongetl,  which  they  had  given  as  their  principal 
reason  for  being  erected  into  a  new  township  or  district,  was  "not  the  only  true  reason 
why  the  major  part  of  the  petitioners  of  Chelmsford  desire  to  be  set  oflF,  *  *  *  but 
that  they  have  a  greater  reason  "  which  they  had  not  expressed  in  their  petition,  inas- 
much as,  for  a  year  and  a-half,  or  more,  they  had  separated  from  the  regular  church  and 
congregation  in  the  town,  and  attended  the  ministrations  of  one,  Samuel  Hide,  "  late  a 
tailor  in  Boston,  but  now  a  bold,  illiterate.  Separate  speaker  or  exhorter,"— who  had 
been  brought  iiTto  town  by  some  of  their  number,  to  the  great  disorder  and  disturbance  of 
the  churcli  and  town,  and  to  the  no  smiU  hurt  and  damage  of  even  some  of  their  number ; 
and  that  the  minor  part  of  the  said  petitioners"  were  "  either  those  who  have  heretofore 
been  disaffected  to  the  ministry  and  church,  as  the  others,  or  drawn  in  by  their  influence," 
and  that  they  joined  in  the  petition  in  order  "  to  facilitate  a  settlement  for  their  exhorter." 
The  commirtec  further  expressed  the  l)elief  that  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  petitioners  would 
be  nearer  the  meeting-house  in  the  i)roposed  district,  than  they  now  were  to  the  meeting- 
house in  Chelmsford,  and  that  the  town,  having  been  settled  as  early  as  1654,  offered  but 
little  chance  for  more  new  settlements,  or  profitable  improvement;  that  the  soil  was 
"  poor  and  barren,"  that  the  inhaliitanrs  were  hardly  able  to  pay  the  town  and  public 
taxes,  and  that  the  setting  otf  of  the  petitioners  would  open  a  door  to  strife  and  contention 
about  the  location  of  the  meeting-house, —  which  would  either  have  to  Ije  moved  to  the  centre 
of  the  territory  remaining  after  the  petitioners  were  set  off,  or  enough  more  land  setoff  from 
the  northern  part  of  the  town  to  leave  it  in  the  centre;  which  would  be  the  ruin  of  the 
town.    They  therefore  prayed  that  the  petition  be  dismissed. 

Thomas  Read,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Westford,  answered  that  the  petition  signed  by 
"Timothy  Wilkins  and  Jonas  Robins"  (two  of  the  signers  of  Keyes's  petition),  was  "  a 
falls  [false]  petition,  and  they  not  held  to  answer  thereto."  They  therefore  asked  that 
ic  be  dismissed  ;  but  if  they  should  be  held  to  make  answer,  they  would  beg  leave  to  say 
that  they  could  not  spare  any  of  their  number,  for  they  "are  but  small  as  to  number  of 
acres;  for  our  town,  containing  but  of  nineteen  thousand  and  a  few  odd  acres  in  the 
whole;  for  when  we  was  laid  off  from  Chelmsford  we  was  to  have  had  one-half  of  all  the 
land  belonging  to  the  town  of  Chelmsford;  but  there  was  about  three  thousand  acres 
where  the  surveyor  went  to  plan  the  town,  belonged  to  a  certain  propriety ;  so  we  was 
licked  out  of  fifteen  hundred  acres."  They  also  declared  that  the  town  included  between 
four  and  five  thousand  acres,  at  least,  of  "drowned  lands,"  of  which  the  six  ponds, 
(•'some  of  them  a  mile  long,  and  good  part  of  a  mile  wide,  besides  there  is  two  great 
ponds  more)  we  own  the  greater  part  of  them,  to  our  sorrow;"  that  they  had  also  three 
great  spruce-swamps,  measuring  one  thousand  acres,  and  a  great  deal  of  pine-lands,  and 
"  rock  pine-hills,"  fit  only  for  pasturage;  that  they  had  as  much  as  Miey  could  do  to  live, 
and  pay  their  minister,  and  their  puljlic  charges ;  and  that  the  setting  otf  of  the  petitioners 
would  not  only  bring  confusioir  to  the  towns  from  which  they  were  separateil,  and  dis- 
turb the  parish  settlements  there,  but  would  undo  those  who  should  be  set  off,  as  their 
lands  v.'ttiild  not  be  wholly  in  the  old  or  the  new  town ;  and  the  differences  of  opinion  that 
would  arise  among  them  would  eventually  "  break  them  up."  The  answer  closed  with  a 
prayer  that  the  petition  be  dismissed. 

The  answer  of  the  town  of  Billerica,  by  Thomas  Kidder,  who  had  been  chosen  for  the 
purpose,  contained  the  same  representation  about  the  new  bridge,  that  was  made  in  the 
later  remonstrance  of  William  Shed  and  others.  It  contained  the  further  statement  that 
the  number  of  polls,  in  the  town,  had  been  reduced  to  two  hundred  and  forty,  and  the 
territory  of  the  town  proportionally  diminished,  by  the  setting  off  therefrom,  about  one- 
half  of  the  town  of  Bedford,  the  whole  of  the  town  of  Tewksbury,  besides  a  considerable 
number  of  inhabitants,  and  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  Wilmington.  The  answer 
abo  stated  that  the  line  proposed  in  Keyes's  petition  would  come  within  two  miles  of  the 
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meeting-house  in  Bill  erica,  and  that  "  most  of  the  principal  inhabitants  "  were  opposed  to 
the  separation.     Wherefore  the  town  prayed  that  the  said  petition  be  dismissed 

John  Davis,  junior,  and  Samuel  Davis,  a  committee  chosen  by  the  town  of  Acton,  an- 
swered for  that  town,  approving  of  a  remonstrance  of  suiulry  inhabitants  of  tli;it  town 
(which  has  not  been  discovered  in  the  state  archives),  and  declaring  that  tlierc  wore  but 
two  signers  of  Kcyes's  petition  belonging  to  Acton,  one  of  whom  had  siuce  died,  and 
neither  of  whom  "  had  possession  "  there ;  that  not  many  years  before,  tiie  town,  by  order 
of  the  General  Court,  had  built  a  meeting-house,  and  settled  a  minister, —  to  use  their 
own  language:  "even  when  our  numbers  anel  substance  were  exceedingly  small;  and 
now,  in  our  infant  state,  such  is  our  weakness  that  it  is  with  great  difficulty  we  pay  the 
charges  wo  are  subjected  to,  as  a  town  ;  "  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was,  f()r  setting 
off  one  seventh  part  of  the  families  in  the  town,  which  would  reduce  the  town  to  a  condi- 
tion in  which  they  would  be  unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  town ;  and  would,  more- 
over, make  the  existing  site  of  their  meeting-house  no  longer  central.  These  objections 
they  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  General  Court,  without  a  special  petition  for 
relief. 

The  answer  of  Carlisle  to  the  petition  of  Puffer  and  others,  was  submitted  to  the  Gen- 
eral C;)urt,  on  the  Gth  of  August.  All  the  other  answers,  and  the  remonstrances  of  John 
Robbins  and  others,  and  John  HartwcU  and  others,  were  sulimitted  September  24tli,  ex- 
cept the  answer  of  Acton,  which  was  presented  on  the  first  of  October.  The  remon- 
strance of  William  Shed  and  others,  of  Billerica,  was  presented  on  the  'i'id  of  October. 

These  schemes  for  the  extinction  of  the  district  having  f\iiled,  the  project  of  getting  the 
district  set  back  to  Concord  was  renewed,  the  next  year,  by  a  committee  of  the  district, 
chosen  for  that  purpose,  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants.  This,  it  will  be  seen, 
was  precisely  the  prayer  of  Jonathan  Puffer  and  others,  which  had  been  oppos^ed  l)y  a 
committee  chosen  by  the  district,  against  the  protest  of  Puffer  and  twenty-three  otlicr  in- 
habitants. The  reasons  for  this  change  I)y  the  inhabitants,  are  sufficiently  shown  in  the 
petition  of  the  committee,  which  was  as  follows :  — 

"To  His  Excellency  William  Shirly  Esq"'  and  Governer  in  Chief  of  his  Majcstitss 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England.  To  the  Honb  £,  Ills  Majesties  Conn- 
eel :  And  the  Honblf,  the  house  of  Kepresentitive  of  Said  Provmce  in  General  Court  As- 
sembled. August  12/1756  •• 

The  Petition  of  the  District  of  Carlisle  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  by  their  Committee 
Humbly  Sheweth.  — 

That  whereas  Your  Petitioners  being  Set  off,  of  the  Northerly  Part  of  Concord  a  Sepa. 
rate  District  in  April  1754  And  there  being  but  a  very  Small  Majority  (if  any)  that  were 
freeholders  included  in  Si  District  that  were  Petitioners  for  being  Set  off  which  R  nder'd 
our  Case  very  Difiicult  and  we  Still  Remain  in  a  very  Broken  Posture.  And  altho  there 
has  been  many  Trials  and  in  various  ways  for  Coming  into  some  ammicabic  agreement 
for  building  up  the  Place  according  to  y«  Intent  of  our  being  Set  off.  And  Seeing  all 
means  Fail,  and  apprehending  the  utter  impossibility  of  ever  Coming  into  any  further 
agreement  for  Setting  up  a  House  for  the  Publick  worship.  Did  at  a  District  meeting  on 
yc  14th  of  July  Last  Come  into  the  Following  Vote.  That  the  District  will  Petition  the 
Grearand  General  Court  that  the  whole  of  the  District  be  Return'd  Back  to  the  Town  of 
Concord  witti  all  their  Former  Priviledges —  (And  also  that  none  of  the  Inhabitants  be  set 
off  again  into  a  Separate  Town  District  or  Precinct  Excepting  Such  as  shall  hereafter 
Sign  a  Petition  to  the  Great  and  General  Court  to  be  sei.  off) 

At  the  time  of  our  former  trial  of  Returning  back  to  the  town  Concord  there  was  a 
Petition  Prefer'd  to  this  Hon^^  Court  by  Some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Chelmsford  and 
Billerica  which  Included  Part  of  this  District  was  (without  any  Doubt)  the  Cause  why 
there  was  no  better  agreement  for  our  Returning  back  which  fears  are  in  Some  measure 
Removed  by  that  Petition  being  Cast  out  as  an  unreasonable  Petition  as  we  apprehand  :  — 
And  the  Town  of  Concord  wa^'serv'd  with  a  Copy  of  the  Petition  of  Mr  Jon'  I'uffjr  and 
others  to  Give  in  their  Reasons  if  any  they  had  against  this  Districts  Returning  to  the  town 
of  Concord  and  by  a  very  great  majority  voted  not  to  send  a  Committee  to  oppose  our 
Returning  and  we  have  not  again  made  our  application  to  the  Town  to  see  if  they  will 
accept  of  us  inasmuch  as  the  town  was  so  free  to  Receive  us  at  that  time.  —  but  have  beon 
with  all  the  selectmen  of  Concord  and  they  Say  they  know  of  no  reason  the  Town  Can 
give  against  our  Returning  at  this  time  any  more  than  at  the  time  above  Said.  —  And  thrre 
is  Several  of  the  Inhabitants  that  Live  the  most  Remote  from  the  Town  of  Concoid  are 
ingaged  in  Returning  as  above  S'd.  —  \Ve  therefore  Humbly  Pray  in  the  Name  of  the  Dis- 
trict that  your  Excellency  and  Honours  would  Take  your  District  Distresi  Condition  into 
your  wise  Consideration  and  Fweleave  us  accordhig  to  the  vote  of  the  Dio.nct  or  in  Such 
a  way  and  manner  as  your  Excellency  and  Honours  Shall  in  your  Great  wisdom  Think 
Fit.  —  &e 

As  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray 

John  Barrett.        |  Com tt^^  for 

Jonathan  Pufficu  >  the  District  of 

Daniel  Raymond  )  CavYisle" —1/nd.,  vol.117,  p. 205. 

The  above  petition  was  read,  in  the  House,  Aug.  12,  1756,  and  notice  thereof  ordered  to 
be  served  on  the  town  of  Concord,  returnable  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  next  (October) 
session.  Accordingly,  on  the  return  day,  the  inhabitants  of  Concord  having  voted,  in  the 
mean  time  (Sept.  28,  at  a  general  town  meeting,  duly  warned  for  the  ))urpose),  first,  not 
to  choose  a  committee  to  oppose  this  petition,  and  second,  that  they  would  receive  the  dis- 
trict back,  "agreeable  to  their  petition,"  the  following  order  was  iiasscd  :  — 

"  In  Council  October  G,  1756  Read  again  and  it  appearing  that  the  Pet";"  had  Served  the 
Town  of  Concord  with  a  Copy  of  the  Pet"  who  have  made  no  answer  to  the  same  There- 
foi-e  Ordered  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  and  that  the  Inhabit"'^  of  the  Dis- 
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trict  of  Carlisle  together  with  their  Estates  be  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Concord  agreeable 

to  their  Petn    there  to  do  duty  and  enjoy  Priviledge  accordingly  

sent  down  for  Concurrence  —  Thqs  Clarke  Dpty  Secry 

In  the  House  of  Rep"'"'  Ocf  6.  1756     Read  and  Concur'd 

Att's  Roland  Cotton    Cler  Pro  Temp" 

Consented  to  —  S  Phips."  —  Ibid  ,  p.  206. 

A  difficulty  was  now  encountered  which  again  called  for  the  interposition  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  district  newly  annexed  to  Concord  was  destitute  of  town  officers,  whom  the 
law  required  to  be  chosen  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  in  March ;  whereupon  the  selectmen 
of  Concord  applied  to  the  General  Court,  for  a  remedy.  Their  petition,  which  was  dated 
Oct.  19,  1756,  was  read,  in  the  Mouse,  on  the  next  day ;  and  the  following  order  (drawn 
by  Col.  White,  appointed  a  committee  for  the  purpose),  Was  passed :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Oct^  20'h  1753  _  Voted  that  the  Town  of  Concord  at 
their  next  General  Town  meeting  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  &  impowered  to  make 
Choice  of  a  Contable  Tythiiigmen  Surveyors  of  highways  &  such  other  Town  Officers  as 
they  shall  thuik  proper  &  necessary  in  that  part  of  s^  Town  Lately  Caled  the  District  of 
Carlisle,  publick  notice  being  given  thereof  in  the  notification  for  Calling  said  meeting, 
which  officers  wben  Chosen  shall  be  obliged  to  serve  in  the  respective  offices  to  which  they 
shall  be  Chosen  under  the  same  Penaltys  as  the  Town  officers  were  that  were  Chosen  in 
the  month  of  March  last 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence.  Attest":.  Henry  Gibbs    Cler  Dom  Rep  — 

In  Council  Octi;    20.1756  Read  and  Concur'd  Tho^.    Clarke    Dpty  Secry 

Consented  to—  S  Phips."  —  Ibid.,  p.  215. 

Another  difficulty  arose  in  the  extinct  district  of  Carlisle,  which  with  the  remedy  pro- 
vided therefor,  is  sufficiently  shown  in  the  following  order.  It  was  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  General  Court,  by  a  petition,  read  in  the  House,  Jan.  7,  1757,  and  referred  to 
Col.  Clap,  Col.  Buckminster  and  Mr.  Merrill,  "to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  proper  vote 
to  be  passed  thereon,"  etc.  The  "  vote  "  or  order  reported  by  this  committee,  was  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  January  10">  1757 

Ordered  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  Granted  and  that  the  Assessors  last  Chosen 
in  said  Carlisle  whilst  it  Continued  a  District  be  and  they  hereby  are  fully  authorized 
Impowred  and  directed  to  receive  Examine  and  Settle  the  Several  Accounts  of  all 
and  every  person  and  persons  who  had  and  now  have  any  just  demands  on  said  Car- 
lisle and  to  lay  a  Tax  upon  and  Assess  the  polls  &  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said 
District  according  to  the  List  of  Valuation  of  their  Estates  by  which  their  Last  province 
tax  was  made  for  the  Respective  sums  that  shall  be  found  due  and  to  Issue  their  Warrant 
or  Warrants  directed  to  the  last  Constables  Chosen  of  said  district  to  Colect  and  gather 
the  same  in  like  manner  as  they  were  enabled  to  do  before  the  said  District  was  annexed 
to  the  Town  of  Concord  And  the  Constables  last  Chosen  by  said  District  are  herebv 
directed  and  Impowred  immcdiatly  alter  their  receiving  their  Warrants  to  Collect  and 
gather  such  sum  and  sums  of  the  s.iid  Inhabitants  as  shall  be  Contained  in  the  Warrant 
or  Warrants  to  them  respectivly  directed  under  the  same  penaltys  as  by  Law  is  provided 
to  be  recovered  of  defective  Constal)lcs  and  Collectors,  and  to  finish  tlieir  former  Collec- 
tions and  pay  the  whole  to  the  late  Treasurer  of  the  said  District  who  is  hereby  Impowred 
to  demand  recover  and  receive  the  same  of  the  said  Constables  and  to  pay  of  the  Several 
demands  that  shall  be  allowed  by  the  said  Assessors  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  he 
would  have  been  had  the  said  Carlisle  remained  a  District.  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence. —  T  Hubbard    Spk' 

In  Council  Jany  11.1757,  Read  &  concurd  And^  Oliver  Secy. 

Consented  to, —  S  Phips." — Ibid.,  p.  240. 

For  the  next  sixteen  years  no  attempt  to  disturb  the  settlement  effijcted  by  the  fore- 
going vote  has  been  discovered ;  but  application  was  made  to  the  General  Court,  at  the 
tirst  session  in  1772-73,  by  certain  inhabitants  of  Concoj'd,  Billerica,  Chelmsford  and 
Acton,  "  living  near  together,  and  far  distant  from  the  place  of  public  worship  in  their 
respective  towns,"  who  prayed  that,  in  order  to  the  erecting  into  a  separate  town  or  dis- 
trict, them  and  their  neighbors  (comprising  about  seventy-six  families),  a  committee  of 
the  Legislature  might  be  appointed,  at  the  expense  of  the  petitioners,  to  view  their  situa- 
tion and  circumstances.  This  petition,  which  was  signed  by  Jeremiah  Andrews,  John 
Robbins,  Samuel  Green,  and  fifcy-four  others,  was  read,  in  the  House,  June  lOtb,  and 
refeiTed  to  Messrs.  Ftirley,  Pierce  and  Maynard. 

The  following  are  the  bounds  of  the  territory  which  the  petitioners  prayed  to  have  set 
off:  — 

"  bgining  att  the  Southeasterly  Comer  of  Stephen  Blood  Juner's  meadow  att  Concord 
Riuer  thence  Runing  westerly  Strait  Line  to  the  Southwest  Corner  of  Edward  browns 
Land  on  a  Strait  Line  to  Grotten  Road  including  the  house  and  Land  of  Sainuell 
Dauis  thence  Runing  on  A  Strait  Line  including  the  hovse  and  Land  of  Samson 
wheeler  in  acton  thence  Runing  Northerly  on  a  Strait  Line  Enchiding  the  house  and 
Land  of  John  Emory  thence  Runing  Northeasterly  in  Chiding  the  hovse  and  Land 
John  Robbens  in  Chemsford  Still  Runing  Northeasterly  including  the  house  and  Land  of 
Zachariah  Emory  thence  Runing  Northestly  including  the  house  and  Land  back  of 
Joshua  Snow  thence  Runing  Easterly  including  the  house  and  Land  of  Jonathan  Swaluw 
Still  Runing  Easterly  including  the  house  and  Land  of  amos  Kidder  thence  Runing 
Southeasterly  including  the  hovse  and  Land  of  Nathaniel  hutchcnson  thence  llnning  on 
a  Strait  Line  to  the  Range  way  where  the  Country  Road  croses  the  Same  thence  Easterlv 
by  the  South  Side  of  Said  Country  Road  to  Concord  Riuer  thence  up  the  S''  Riuer  to  the 
bounds  first  mentioned."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  118,^.  625. 

The  petitioners  alleged  as  reasons  for  their  prayer,  that,  as  divers  of  them  lived  seven 
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miles,  others  six  miles,  some  four  miles,  and  the  nearest,  nearly  three  miles,  from  the 
regular  places  of  worship  in  their  respective  towns,  (which  prevented  the  regular  at- 
tendance upon  public  worship  of  the  old,  the  infirm  and  children),  the  petitioners  "  out  of 
a  just  regard  to  the  religious  education"  of  their  children,  had,  "at  their  own  expense, 
erected  a  place  of  public  worship  among  themselves,"  not  more  than  two  and  a-half  miles 
distant  from  any  of  their  homes;  which,  and  the  "hiring  preaching,"  from  time  to 
time,  added  to  the  province  taxes,  "and  their  full  proportion  of  the  salaries  of  the  min- 
isters of  the  towns  they  now  belong  to,"  proved  a  burden  "extremely  iieavy."  They 
further  represented  that  though  they  were  willing  to  endure  this  burden,  and  even  more, 
rather  than  have  the  religious  training  of  their  children  neglected,  yet  they  appealed  to 
th3  Court  to  judge  how  far  it  was  equitable  to  continue  this  burden  on  tbenr  in  order  to 
ease  their  neigbbors,  who  could  well  enough  spare  them;  that  the  four  towns  from  which 
they  sought  to  be  set  off,  would  hardly  feel  their  loss;  while,  to  the  i)ctitionors,  the  ex- 
emption from  all  taxes  for  the  support  of  ministers,  except  those  of  their  own  choice, 
would  be  very  "  serviceable." 

Upon  the  report  of  the  above  committee,  on  the  12th  of  June,  each  of  the  four  towns 
above  named  was  ordered  to  be  served  with  a  copy  of  the  petition,  "  together  with  an 
explicit  representation  of  the  bounds  of  the  lands  they  pray  to  have  set  off  *  «  *,  that 
the  said  towns  may  shew  cause,"  etc.,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Court.  Accordingly,  on  the  15th  of  January,  1773,  this  petition,  and  the  answer 
thereto  of  the  town  of  Concord,  by  a  committee  chosen  for  the  i)urpose,  were  referred  to 
a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Sever  and  Humphrey,  of  the  Council,  and  Farley, 
Greenlcaf  and  Bigelow,  of  the  House,  who  were  ordered  "to  consider  the  same,  and  report 
what  they  judge  proper  for  this  Court  to  do  thereon." 

The  answer" of  Concord  set  forth,  first,  that  though  some  of  the  petitioners  may  live 
nearer  the  place  proposed  for  public  worship,  in  the  petition,  yet  the  roads  thereto  (which 
— ould  be  used  only  for  that  purpose)  would,  in  summer,  be  .'•o  much  worse  than  the 
roads  to  the  meeting-house  in  Concord,  that  it  would  be  much  easier  to  attend  the  latter; 
while,  in  the  winter,  the  roads  would  be  in  such  condition  that  it  would  be  "impractica- 
ble for  many  to  attend  at  said  new  proposed  place  of  worship;"  on  the  other  hand,  the 
roads  to  Concord  meeting-house  were  kept  open  in  winter,  and  were  p  issaljlc  at  all  sea- 
sons of  the  year;  second,  that  the  aged  as  well  as  the  young,  among  the  petitioners, 
"who  choose  to  attend  worship  anywhere,  are  constant  attendants  at  public  worship,  in 
Concord;"  and  as  for  their  children's  schooling,  it  had  never  been  neglected;  and  thc'r 
chance  for  the  future,  in  that  respect,  was  better  than  it  had  been  in  the  past;  third,  that 
when  the  district  of  Carlisle  (which  included  some  of  the  territory  now  sou<jht  to  be  set 
off)  was  set  back  to  Concord,  the  inhabitants,  in  their  petition  (which  was  granted  by  the 
General  Court),  prayed  "  that  they  or  any  of  them  might  never  more  be  .set  off  from  Con- 
cord'till  petitioned  "for  by  the  major  pait  of  them,"  which  had  not  yet  happened;  and 
fourthly,  fifteen  out  of  the  twenty  hiniilies  in  that  portion  of  the  ancient  territory  ot  Con- 
cord, now  prayed  to  be  set  off,  were  "utterly  averse  to  going,"  being  fully  satisfied  with 
their  existing  privileges  as  townsmen  of  Concord.  The  respondents,  therefore,  declared 
it  to  be,  in  their  opinion,  "not  only  a  grievous  hardship,  but  a  great  infringement  on" 
their  "  liberties  and  privileges,  to  have  a  number  of  inhabitants  forced  and  dragged  *  *  * 
from  a  town  where  they  liave  enjoyed  every  advantage  accruing  from  society,  to  which 
thev  earnestly  desire  still  to  belong,"  and  from  which  a  separation  must  be  inconvenient 
and  injurious  to  them  —  who  would  thus  be  forced  intb  a  society  entirely  new  to  them, 
and  be  subject  to  great  expenses,  and  exposed  to  the  feuds  and  contentions  to  which  new 
societies  are  liable,  without  reaping  any  one  advantage  more  than  they  then  had. 

On  the'ilstof  January,  the  joint  committee  made  a  report,  which,  with  the  order  thereon, 
of  both  branches,  is  given  below:  — 

"  The  Committee  of  both  houses,  on  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Towns  of  Concord,  Billerica,  Chelmsford  &  Acton,  praying,  that  they  nuiy  have  a  Com- 
mittee, at  their  own  expunce,  to  view  their  Situation  &  Circumstances,  in  order  to  their 
bein?  erected  into  a  Town,  District  or  Precinct;  &  also  the  petitions  of  a  numljcrof  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Sd  Towns  who  are  Included  within  the  limits  prayed  for,  who  pray  that 
they  may  not  be  set  off  from  y"  Several  Towns  or  Parishes  to  which  they  respectively  be- 
long, together  with  the  Answer  of  the  Towns  of  Concord,  Billerica,  &  Chelm'^ford,  have 
atterided"'that  Service,  fully  heard  the  parties,  &  on  due  Consideration  are  of  Opinion  thit 
the  Sd  petition  dismissed         which  is  Submitted  W^    Sevek  l>  ord"" 

In  Council  January  21*.  1773    Read  &  Accepted  &  Ordered  that  the  petition  above 
referred  to,  be  Dismissed  Accordingly 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Tiios.  Flucker    Secv 

In  the  House  of  representatives  Jan  21  1773 

Read  and  Concurrd  T  Coshino    Spk'"  —  Ihid.,  p  G29. 

After  the  lapse  of  little  more  than  six  years,  the  subject  of  incorporating  those  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Chelmsford,  Concord,  Acton  and  Billerica,  who  lived  remote  from  the 
■  meeting-houses  in  those  towns,  yet  not  so  far  from  each  other,  and  who  were  members  of 
a  separate  society  or  congregation  for  public  worship,  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Legis- 
lature, in  consequence  of  the  presentation  of  the  following  petition,  which  was  read,  in 
the  House,  Sept.  10,  1779,  and  committed  to  Messrs. Perry,  Adams  and  Williams  of  Rox- 
burv  :  —  .  ,, 

"To  the  Honourable  Council,  &  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  State  of  Massacu- 
setts  Bay,  in  New  England.  — 

riie  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Chelmsford,  Concord,  Acton  &  Bil- 
lerica, that  live  at  a  great  distance  from  any  Place  of  Public  Worship,  desiring  that  they 
niav  be  made  a  Town,  District,  or  Parish,  agreeable  to  the  Bounds  hereafter  mentioned. 

This  Petition  humbly  Shewetb,  That  the  Petitioners  not  l)eing  able  to  get  their  Families 
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to  Mcetin<r,  &  labonrin^  under  very  great  Disadvantages,  heing  tenderly  concerned  for 
their  Families,  l)nilt  a  House  for  tiic  public  Worship  of  God,  &  have  for  about  Twenty 
Years,  in  the  general,  supported  Preaching  upon  their  own  Cost,  many  of  them  at  the 
same  time  paying  Rates  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Town  that  they  properly  beiong'd  to,  th6 
it  was  considcr'd  as  a  very  great  hardship,  especially  as  there  was  no  public  Roads  laid 
out  for  S(nnc  of  Us. 

And  altho  we  have  been  Unsuccessful  in  our  former  applications  to  this  Honourable 
Court,  through  misrepresentations,  we  now  as  tlie  Times  are  alter'd  from  what  they  were, 
as  well  as  the  Sentiments  of  maiy,  &  nyion  many  accounts  take  Encouragement  to  re- 
new our  Petition ;  not  doubting  hut  our  Prayer  will  be  granted,  if  our  particular  Circum- 
stances shou'd  be  consider'd  bv  a  Committee  appointed,  &  sent  to  Us,  at  our  own  Charge, 
to  view  our  Situation,  &  to  hear  what  we  have  to  offer  in  support  of  this  our  Petition; 
which  Appointment  we  again  earnestly  Request. — 

As  to  the  Charge  formerly  brought  against  Us,  That  we  are  a  parcel  of  disaffected  Peo- 
ple to  Ministers,  it  is  witliout  fouiulation ;  for  we  mean*  to  be  a  regular  Society  &  to  have 
a  learned  &  orthodox  Minister  settled  among  Us,  &  that  shall  be  approved  of  by  all 
serious  &  steadv  Ministers,  &  People,  that  hold  Calvinistic  Principles,  or  Principles  agree- 
able to  the  Platform  upon  which  the  Churches  in  general  in  this  State  .are  founded.— And 
as  to  our  not  being  able  to  support  a  Minister,  your  Committee  will  be  al)le  to  judge  of 
that  when  they  have  vicw'd  the  Lands  Petitioned  for,  &  have  enquired  particularly  into 
our  Circumstances.— And  as  to  the  Damage  it  will  be  to  the  Towns  we  bel<mg  to,  we  are 
perswaded  that  this  will  appear  titling  attending  to  their  numbers  &  wealth,  &  to  what 
some  of  them  have  lately  done,  when  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  was  laid  before  them,  which 
has  been  sent  to  all  the  i'owns  we  are  connected  with,  &  has  been  acted  upon,  a  Copy  of 
whose  Votes  we  have  to  offer  when  callVl  for. — 

Our  distance  from  Meeting,  is.  from  our  Meeting-House  to  Concord  5  miles  &  an  half; 
to  Chelmsford  the  same;  to  Billerica  Six  Miles,  &  to  Acton  the  same.  —  And  ever}- one 
from  this  distance  wo  think  must  judge,  that  unless  we  have  a  mind  to  bring  up  our  Chil- 
dren in  a  Heathenish  Manner  (which  we  dread)  that  we  must  be  justified  in  our  repeated 
Efforts  to  have  the  Gospel  settled  among  Us. — 

The  Bounds  of  our  intended  Town,  District,  or  Parish,  is,  as  follows.  Viz:  Beginning 
at  tlic  South  West  Corner  of  Samuel  Davis's  Land  in  Acton,  including  s^  Davis's  House 
&  Land,  &  running  Westerly  to  Land  of  Lieut',  John  Ileald  Jun";,  including  his  House 
&  Land;  then  runnin?  Northerly,  including  the  House  &  Land  of  John  Emmery;  still 
running  Northerly,  including  the  House  &  Land  of  Jonathan  Robins  in  Chelmsford:  then 
running  Northerly  including  the  Houses  &  Lands  of  Nathan  &  Benjamin  Crosby,  & 
Samuel  Wilson;  then  rimning  Easterly,  including  Lieut..  Jonathan  Spauklings  Home- 
Place;  still  running  Easterly  including  the  House  &  Land  of  Asa  Spaulding  Juni".  &  John 
Nicholas  in  Billerica;  then  runnmg  South  Easterly  to  Concord  River;  including  the 
House  &  I/and  of  Lieutt..  Issachar  Andrews;  then  running  up  said  River  to  the  South 
Corner  of  Stephen  Blood  Jun^.s  Meadow;  then  a  strait  Line  to  the  South  vVest  Corner  of 
Capt'.i.  John  Greens  Pasture  to  the  new-Road ;  and  then  a  strait  Line  to  Samuel  Davis's 
South  West  Corner  of  Acton,  the  Bounds  first  mentioned. — 
Concord  March  8th  1779. 

John  Green.  John  Chambers.  Aaron  Munroe. 

JoNATH^   Spaulding.  *Joseph  Nixon.  Samuel  Heald.  Junb. 

2  Tenncments.  Nathl   Parker.  John  Rohins. 

Nathan  Munroe.  Jason  Kemp.  Israel  Heald. 

Joshua  Munroe.  Nathi-.  Taylor  Jun?.  Oliver  Wheeler. 

Joseph  Munroe.  Zaccheus  Green.  Nathan  Green. 

Job  Spaulding  Ephraim  Robins.  Jonas  Robins. 

John  Robins.  Asa  Green.  Edmund  Andrews. 

JoN.ATH^  Robins.  Timothy  Wilkins.  Issachar  Andrews. 

Thomas'  Spauldino.  Isaac  Wilkins.  Oliver  Parling. 

Zebulon  Spaulding.  James  Nicholas.  Widow  Eliz™  Green. 

Widow  Mary  Robins.  Asa  Spaulding,  Junb.  Edward  Brown. 

David  Dickinson.  Joseph  Nicholas.  Samson  Wheeler. 

Joseph  Munroe  Junb  John  Henry.  Simeon  Barrett. 

Nathan,  Benj;^  Munroe.      John  Henry  Junb.  Widow  Jane  Henry. 

Samuel  Heald.  Samuel  Green.     "  Henry  Foster. 

Jonas  Munroe.  Josiah  Heald. 

N.  B.  The  Subscribers  below  being  of  the  Baptist  Perswasion,  &  living  within  the 
Limits  of  the  intended  Town,  District,  or  Parish,  acquiesce  in  the  afores'J.  Petition  in 
every  thing  but  what  immediately  effects  their  religious  Principles  &  Pnviledges. 

They  desire  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petitioners  may  be  granted,  as  appears  by  their 
Certilicate,  to  be  produced. — 

Nathl    Hutchinson.  David  Parker  JunR.  Samuel  Wilson. 

Nathan  Crosby  Junb.  Christopher  Barrett.         Ebenezer  Hardy. 

Benj^  Crosby  Jesse  Spaulding.  Henry  Fletcher. 

The  Town  of  Billerica  have  Voted  off  all  their  Families,  &  Lands. 
Acton  oppose  only  3  Families  beyond  Groton  Road.  — 
Concord  has  declined  acting  for  the  present. — 

Chelmsford  have  refused  complying  wholly;  but  without  assigning  any  Rea- 
sons." —  Ibid.,  vol.  226,  p.  159. 

*  Opposite  this  name  is  the  following  memorandam :  "  the  owner  of  this  House  does  not  Live 
in  Town." 
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Accompanying  the  foregoing  petition,  besides  the  assent  of  the  Baptists,  which  was 
appended  thereto,  and  a  petition  signed  by  John  Barrett  fguardian  for  Jonathan  Blood), 
and  forty-two  others,  including  the  six  persons  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  act, 
by  section  seven  of  this  chapter,  were  extracts,  duly  certified,  from  three  of  the  towns, 
named  in  the  petition,  showing  that  the  inhaliitants  of  Concord  had  voted  not  to  act  upon 
the  petition,  as  it  "  now  stands";  that  the  inhabitants  of  Acton  were  willing  the  petition- 
ers should  "  be  set  off  east  of  Groton  Road,  so  called,  taking  half  the  road ;  "  but  that 
they  had  appointed  their  selectmen  a  committee  to  oppose  the  setting  otfof  the  petitioners' 
lands  west  of  that  road,  "  in  case  they  obtain  a  committee  from  the  General  Court  to 
view  their  cicumstances  " ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  Billerica  had  consented  that  eleven 
of  the  petitioners  named  by  them,  "and  all  others  included,"  might  be  set  otf  as  a  town- 
ship, by  the  following  boundaries  :  — 

"  Begining  at  Chelmsford  line  at  the  end  of  the  wall  between  the  land  of  Lt  Jonathan 
Spaulding,  &  land  of  Lt  Asa  Spaulding,  runing  east  forty  Degrees  South  half  a  mile  to 
the  Raing  way,  then  Runing  Southeasterly,  to  the  North  west  Corner  of  the  land  of  John 
Nicklcs  Ju""  then  Runing  between  S''  Nickles  land  &  land  of  Asa  Spaulding  to  the  South- 
east Corner  of  S<'  Nickles  laud  then  runing  South  thirty  one  Degrees  west  half  a  mile  to 
a  heap  of  Stones  in  Capt  Daniel  Stickneys  land,  then  Running  Southeasterly  to  the  North- 
east Corner  of  the  land  of  Issachar  Andrews,  then  Running  between  the  Said  Andrews 
land,  and  the  land  of  M''  Joseph  Hill  to  Concord  River."  —  Ibid.,  p.  163. 

To  this  committee  of  the  House,  twenty-one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northerly  part 
of  Concord,  embraced  within  the  bounds  proposed  for  the  new  township  (including  among 
them  the  six  persons  named  in  section  seven),  addressed  a  petition,  on  the  17th  of 
September,  praying  them  not  to  hear  and  grant  the  prayer  of  the  farmer  petitioners,  but, 
instead  thereof,  to  hear  their  own  request  not  to  be  set  off  against  their  wishes  The  com- 
mittee, however,  made  the  following  report:  — 

"  In  Hous  of  Represcntetives  Sept^   23'^  1779 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Consider  the  Petition  of  a  numbour  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Chelmsford  Concord  Acton  and  Billerice  —  praying  that  they  may  be  made  a  town.  Dis- 
trict or  parish —  have  attended  that  Service  —  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  be  So  far  Granted  that  there  be  a  Committee  Sent  by  this  Court  upon  the  Cost  of 
the  petitioners  —and  beg  leave  to  Report  the  following  Resolve* 

State  of  massechuset  bay  in  house  of  Represcntetives  Sept"^  23  1779 

Resolved  that  M""  Metcalf  of  Dedham  &  M"'  Davis  of  Dudley  with  such  as  y  Hon'« 
Board  shall  join  be  and  they  hearby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  Repair  to  Chelmsford- 
Concord,  Acton-  and  Billerice  and  view  the  Sittuation  of  these  places  and  hear  the  parties 
on  the  Subject  matter  of  Said  petition  and  Report  to  this  Court  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
thereon      '      Sent  up  for  ConcuiTcnce  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  Sepr.  23'!  1779  Read  &  Concurred  &  Aaron  Wood  Esqf  is  joined  for  the 
Purpose  above  mentioned  John  Avery    D  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  165. 

The  joint  committee  thus  appointed,  received  addresses  or  petitions,  as  follows :  from 
Josiah  Parlin,  asking  that  his  name  be  withdrawn  from  the  above-mentioned  petition  to 
the  former  committee,  as  having  been  put  there  without  his  consent ;  from  Amos  Kidder, 
who,  though  a  Baptist,  expressed  his  willingness  to  be  set  off"  considering  the  difficulties 
and  disadvantages  the  petitioners  labor  under,"  etc.;  and  from  a  committee  chosen, 
voluntarily,  by  the  society  of  which  the  petitioners  were  members,  warning  the  committee 
against  certain  "  indirect  methods  "  of  their  opponents,  chief  among  which  was  their 
making  a  false  show  of  strength  by  procuring  the  signatures  of  persons  "  that  have  no 
right  to  sign." 

While  this  committee  of  the  Legislature  was  proceeding  with  its  labors,  the  inhabitants 
*  of  Concord,  in  a  town  meeting  held  Nov.  1,  1779  (and  warned  at  the  request  of  John 
Hartwell  and  twelve  other  inhabitants,  including  tbe  six  persons  exempted  in  section 
seven  of  this  chapter),  chose  a  committee,  consisting  of  James  Barrett,  Dr.  George  Minot 
and  Jonas  Heywood,  "to  use  their  best  influence  that  the  abovesaid  petition  [i.  e,  of 
John  Green  and  others]  may  no  further  take  place."  Stephen  Blood,  also,  and  thirteen 
other  inhabitants  or  freeholders  in  Bloods'  Farms,  prepared  a  petition  to  the  General 
Court,  opposing  the  petition  of  John  Green  and  others,  in  which  they  declared  that  the 
bounds  of  the  proposed  new  district,  included  "about  seventy  freeholders,  many  of  which 
are  very  poor,  and  eight  or  nine  of  them  of  the  Baptist  persuasion,  which  will  be  no  help 
to  support  a  minister  if  we  are  set  off,  *  «  «  and  about  thirteen,  we  understand,  have 
signed  against  being  set  off."  They  add  that  their  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
"  is  as  much  as  we  know  how  to  pay,"  and  allude  to  the  great  expense  they  must  incur 
in  building  I'oads,  if  the  petition  should  be  granted ;  concluding  with  the  prayer  that,  as 
they  and  their  fathers  had  "  had  the  privilege  of  lying  to  Concord  for  upwards  of  eighty 
years,"  they  may  not  be  set  off  therefrom,  even  if  the  petitioners  should  be. 

The  committee  of  the  society  to  which  the  first  petitioners  belonged,  now  renewed  a 
proposal  or  promise  to  exempt  all  who  should  be  incorporated  with  them  in  the  proposed 
district,  from  any  contribution  to  the  cost,  up  to  that  time  (Nov.  3,  1779),  of  building  and 
finishing  their  meeting-house,  in  which  these  associates  should,  nevertheless,  enjoy  equal 
rights  with  those  at  whose  expense  it  was  erected. 

A  surveyor  (Isaac  Foster),  and  chainmen  (Jonathan  Minot,  Amos  Parlin  and  Samuel 
Wright),  were  employed  by  the  petitioners  for  the  new  district,  in  accordance  with  the 
advice  of  the  legislative  committee,  to  prepare  a  plan  of  the  territory  to  be  incorporated, 
which  plan  the  committee  were  to  submit  with  their  report.    The  surveyor  and  his  assist* 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LXVIII. 
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ants  were  sworn,  respectively,  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  November,  and  the  adjoining  towng 
were  notified  to  attend  the  survey  of  the  lines  falling  within  their  respective  limits. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  the  joint  committee  made  the  following  report,  which,  on  that 
day,  was  read  and  accepted  in  Council,  and  sent  down  to  the  House,  for  concurrence :  — 

"  The  Committee  of  Both  Houses  on  the  Petition  of  John  Green  and  Others  praying 
that  part  of  Concord  Acton,  Chelmsford,  and  Billraca  May  be  Sat  off,  and  Made  into  a 
seperate  Town,  District,  or  Parish 

In  obedience  to  their  orders,  have  repaired  to  Said  Towns,  having  First  Notifyed  the 
select  Men  of  Each  Town  of  the  time,  place  and  Occasion  of  their  Meeting,  and  likewise 
the  Petitioners 

After  hearing  the  select  Men  of  each  Town,  tbe  Petitioners  and  other  Persons,  and 
Viewing  the  Land,  delineated  in  a  Plan,  herewith  Exhibited,  considering  the  great  dis- 
tanc  the  Inhabitants  are  from  the  Meeting  Houses  in  each  Town,  to  which  they  Respect- 
ively belong:  the  quantity  and  Fertility  of  the  Land  the  Number  and  ability  of  the 
Inhabitants,  to  suport  the  Gospel  Ministiy  a  Mongst  them,  and  Common  Town  Charges  : 
and  the  great  Easement,  it  will  be  to  the  Very  Aged  young  and  Infirm  People  to  attend 
Pubiick  Worship  which  they  seem  to  haue  a  great  desire  to  do.  — Under  those  and  some 
other  Considerations  the  Committee  are  Fully  of  Oppinion  that  the  prayer  of  said  Petition 
be  so  far  [granted*]  that  the  Petitioners  and  Others  with  their  Land  lying  with  [in  the 
blac*]k  line  drawn  on  the  Plan  Respecting  Concord  Chelmsford  [and  Bi*]lleraca:  and 
taking  in  as  far  upon  Action  as  the  prickt  l[ine  b*]e  Errected:  Made  and  Incorporated 
into  a  Seperate  Destrict  [except*]  aboute  nine  acers  of  Land  belonging  to  Josiah  Blood 
of  Concord  and  Vested  with  all  the  priviledges  and  ammunites  of  a  Town  Except  that  of 
sending  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court :  That  they  have  their  proportionable  part 
of  the  Several  Town  Stock  of  Ai-ms  and  Amunition :  that  they  may  Joyn  with  the  Town 
of  Acton  in  the  Choice  of  a  Representative :  and  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose  all  which  is  Humbly  Submitted  Aaron  Wood  pr  order 
In  Council  Dec.  3^  1779  Read&  Accepted 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery    D  Sey 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  15-1780        Read  &  Concurrd 

John  Hancock    SpkV — Ibid.,  p.  157. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  the  House,  at  the  request  of  the  representative  from  Chelms- 
ford, and  in  order,  as  be  represented,  that  that  town  "  have  opportunity  to  measure," 
ordered  that  the  consideration  of  this  report,  and  papers  relative  thereto,  be  referred  to 
the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  notwithstanding  a  committee  of  the  town  had  been 
present  when  Isaac  Foster  made  his  survey.  The  further  action  taken  upon  this  report, 
before  the  10th  of  April,  1780,  has  not  been  fully  ascertained  on  account  of  the  loss  of 
the  journals  of  the  House  between  Dec.  31,  1779,  and  that  date.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that,  even  before  the  House  passed  the  above  order,  the  three  Bloods  —  Stephen,  Stephen, 
junior,  and  Jonathan,  junior  —  signitied  their  satisfaction  with  the  report  of  the  committee, 
and  their  objection  to  lacing  set  oflf  in  any  other  manner;  and  that,  on  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber, John  Green  and  others,  the  committee  of  the  original  petitioners,  requested,  as  a  favor 
that  the  town  of  Concord  might  not  be  granted  another  hearing  —  but  that  the  House 
would  concur  in  the  action  of  the  Council  as  there  had  already  been  four  hearings  before 
committees  of  the  Legislature,  and  especially  as  the  town  of  Chelmsford,  at  whose  motion 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  had  been  deferred,  had  lately  voted  to  raise  large  sums  of 
money  for  prospective  outlays  in  order  to  place  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  petitioners ;  in 
respect  to  whicli,  also,  they  prayed  relief.  These  petitioners  also  begged  (in  order  to 
correct  any  misconception  of  their  condition,  through  misrepresentations  made  to  the 
Legislature)  in  case  "  there  should  be  a  necessity  for  looking  into  the  matter,"  that  the 
Court  would  hear  what  the  whole  joint  committee  had  "  to  offer,  previous  to  any  other 
hearing." 

The  fourth  session  of  the  Assembly  began  on  the  ninth  of  March,  and  further  petitions, 
certificates,  declarations  and  other  documents,  were  prepared,  to  be  used,  at  that  session,  for 
or  against  the  petition  of  .John  Green  and  others.  Samuel  Davis  and  John  Heald  signified 
to  the  Assembly  their  satisfaction  with  the  committee's  report  and  objected  to  being  set  off 
in  any  other  manner  than  the  committee  had  suggested ;  and,  in  a  paper  dated  the  9th  of 
March,  Nehemiah  Wheeler  and  twoothers,  did  the  same,  as  also  did  Phinchas  Blood  and 
fifteen  others,  on  the  11th.  Jonas  Spaulding  and  nine  others,  in  a  paper  dated  March  1, 
1780,  asked  to  be  considered  joint  petitioners  with  Green  and  others,  and  expressed  theii' 
desire  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  ratified,  and  a  separation  decreed  accordingly. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  families  in  the  "  intended  town, 
district  or  parish,"  filed  with  these  papers,  shows,  that  of  the  former,  there  were  ninety; 
and  of  the  latter,  one  hundred  and  two. 

The  following  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  Concord,  shows  a  disposition  to  agree  to  terms 
of  separation :  — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Votable  Inhabitents  of  Town  of  Concord  Leagaly  warned  on 
Fryday  the  tenth  Day  of  march  Currant 

The  Town  taking  into  Consideration  the  Great  Distance  many  of  the  Inhabitents  of 
that  part  of  the  Town  of  Concord  that  Live  within  the  Bounds  of  the  Proposed  Destrict, 
and  Inconveniancy  many  of  them  Suffer  thereby  —  therefore  Voted  that  the  Town  Gives 
their  Consent  the  Bounds  of  the  Proposed  Destrict  Should  Come  to  the  following  Bounds 
Viz  begining  at  the  River  at  the  Town  Bounds  between  the  Town  of  Concord  &  Bloods 

Farms  (So  Called  Runing  with  Said  Bounds  untill  it  Comes  to  the  northwest  Corner  of 

Mr  Nathan  Buttricks  Land,  thence  turning  Southward  with  S'^  Buttricks  Land  Runing 

»         *  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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on  the  west  Line  of  Said  Buttrick  to  the  Southwest  corner  of  Said  Butlricks  Land,  then 
turninj^  Southwesterly  runin,?  with  a  Strate  Line  to  the  Southwest  Corner  of  Cap'.  John 
Green^  Pasture  to  their  own  Proposed  Bounds,  So  on  their  own  Proposed  Bounds  "to  the 
Southwest  Corner  of  M'' Sam' Davis^  Land  in  acton  —  on  Conditions  that  those  who  be- 
lonsed  to  Concord  they  with  their  Estates  Should  be  Subjected  to  Pay  their  Rateable 
part  (according  to  the  Last  Valluation)  towards  the  Support  &  maintaniance  of  the  Great 
Bridges  in  the  Town  of  Concord  forever  and  also  bo  obliged  to  pay  their  Rateable  Part 
as  above  to  the  Support  of  the  nonresident  Poor  that  may  Come  for  Support  Lawfully  to 
the  Town  to  this  Day  —  and  further  to  Support  all  the  Poor  that  was  within  their  Limits 
the  first  of  October  Last  — 

a  True  Copy  Taken  from  the  Town  Book  of  Records  in  Concord  — 

Att*  Ephraim  Wood  Ju"     Town  Clerk 
Concord  March  ye    13t>  1780."  —Ibid.,  p.  192.* 

The  inhabitants  of  Chelmsford,  at  a  meeting  held  March  23d,  chose  a  committee  to  em- 
ploy a  surveyor  to  make  a  plan  of  the  town  "  relative  to  the  south  end  of  the  town's  be- 
ing" set  off,  etc.,  which  they  were  ordered  to  present  to  the  Legislature,  together  with  a 
petition  on  the  same  subject.  The  following  petition  was  accordingly  prepared  and  pre- 
sented by  them :  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representitiues  of  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusets  Bay  in  General  Court  assembled 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Ebenezer  Goold  Benjamin  Fletcher  &  William  Peirce  Com- 
mitte  in  Behalf  of  The  Town  of  Chelmsford  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  Sheweth,  that 
where  as  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Concord,  Billirica,  Chelmsford,  and 
Acton,  haue  Petitioned  To  your  Honors  to  be  Set  of  as  a  Town,  District,  or  Parrish,  The 
Llmmits  of  which  Extend  northardly  within  the  Bounds  and  Limmits  of  Said  Chelms- 
ford within  a  bout  Two  miles  and  |  of  a  mile  of  Said  Chelmsford  Meeting  House,  which 
we  your  Petitioners  Think  will  be  attended  with  many  very  great  Disadvantages  to  the 
Said  Town  of  Chelmsford,  and,  therefore  Humbly  hope  that  your  Honours  in  your  Great 
wisdom  and  Prudence  will  think  fitting  not  to  Grant  the  Prayer  of  that  Said  Petition  or 
at  Least  that  the  Same  Extend  no  further  then  the  Line  Discribed  in  the  Plan  herewith 
Committed   for  your  honours  Consideration  — 

as  in  Duty  bound  we  Shall  ever  Pray  &c 

Ebenezer  Goold        "j 
Benjamin  Fletcher  l-Committe 
WM   Peirce  J 

Chelmsford  march  31:  n%Q."  —  Mass.  Files :  Bills,  1780. 

To  this  petition,  and  the  plan  referred  to,  Jonas  Spaulding  and  nineteeu  others  filed  an 
answer,  in  which  they  further  stated  that  there  was  but  one  family  opposed  to  the  petition 
of  .Tohn  Green  and  others,  in  that  portion  of  the  proposed  district,  lying  within  the  limits 
of  Chelmsford,  which  town  they  declared  contained  "  19,519  acres,  besides  that  part  called 
the  Neck"  (which  on  account  of  its  situation  must  always  remain  a  part  of  the  town), 
while  what  was  to  be  set  off' to  the  proposed  district  amounted  to  only  1,400  or  1,500  acres, 
and  took  in  only  17  of  the  170  dwelling-houses  in  the  town  ;  that  the  persons  to  be  set  off 
paid  about  one-tenth  of  the  taxes  assessed  in  the  town ;  that  the  meeling-house  in  Chelms- 
ford was  not  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  was  very  old,  and  could  be  moved  whithersoever 
the  inhabitants  chose;  and  that,  to  the  line  proposed  !;/  the  town  of  Chelmsford,  which 
was  a  "strange  affair,"  cutting  their  farms  in  pieces,  they  were  utterly  opposed. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  committee  which  represented  the  first  petitioners,  presented  the 
following  memorial :  — 

"  To  the  Honi^'e  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New 
England.  — 

Gentlemen, 

The  Subscribers  being  a  Committee  for  the  District  of  Concord,  Billerica,  Acton,  & 
Chelmsford,  not  expecting  a  hearing  before  the  Honourable  House,  were  not  present  when 
the  hearing  came  on,  saving  three  of  Us,  as  we  imagine  that  some  things  of  importance  to 
Us  were  misrepresented,  or  misconceived  of,  we  beg  leave,  especially  as  there  has  been  so 
long  a  Delay,  which  may  be  a  great  Damage  to  some  of  Us,  if  not  to  the  Society,  to  be 
allow'd  toac(iuaintyour  Honours  with  some  things  that  we  think  material. 

As  to  the  distance  of  the  Inhabitants  fi'om  theMeeting-Honse  in  the  Town  where  they 
belonged,  it  is  from  more  then  Eight  Miles  to  Three,  saving  a  few  Families,  &  all  that  live 
in  the  extreme  parts  of  the  District  are  half  a  Mile,  or  more,  nearer  to  our  Meeting-House 
then  their  own. —  The  Plan,  with  the  Paper  annex'd,  and  our  explanation  of  it,  we  think, 
will  satisfy  your  Honours. 

The  number  of  Families  in  the  District,  is.  One  Hundred,  &  four;  &  including  the  six 
Families  that  Concord  have  withheld  in  their  late  Votes,  tho  included  in  the  Report  of 
your  Honourable  Committee,  which  has  been  accepted  by  both  Houses,  there  is  but 
Eleven  Families,  in  the  Opposition  in  the  four  Towns,  and  but  one  in  the  Bounds  of  Chelms- 
ford ;  as  their  Committee  Man  can  now  inform  You  being  in  Town,  and  who  has  acted 
for  them  from  the  beginning,  th6  we  understand  that  it  has  been  represented  to  the  Hon- 
ourable Court,  that  no  Person  has  at  any  time  represented  them. —  And  if  the  Gentleman 
that  represents  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  is  willing,  &  your  Honours  also,  this  Gentleman 
wou'd  be  glad  to  make  Answer  to  what  he  has,  or  may  offer,  having  been  a  Select-Man  in 
Chelmsford  for  a  numl)er  of  Years. — 

As  to  the  Line,  &  the  Plan,  ihe  Surveyor,  &  Chain-Men,  Avero  by  the  Advice  of  your 
Honourable  Committee,  applied  to,  &  sworn,  and  the  Towns  concern'd  notified,  &  alth6 
the  Memljcr  for  Chelmsford  had  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  put  off  till  now,  for  this 
reason  among  others,  '  That  they  might  have  oppertuuity  to  iVieasure,'  Chelmsford  Com- 
mittee was  present  when  the  Line  was  run  on  Chelmsford  side,  &  it  cou'd  not  bo  necessary 
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to  measm'e  again.—  But  we  rather  think  that  the  pleaded  for  Delay,  was  to  give  the  Town 
of  Chelmsford  oppertunity  (and  it  gives  Other  Towns  the  same  Oppertunity)  to  compleat 
Taxes  that  look  forward,  &  to  defray  Charges  that  have  not  arisen ;  it  having  been  lately 
Voted,  to  raise  the  Sum  of  Fourteen  Thousand  Pound  for  Ministry  &  Town  Charges ;  part 
for  Debts  already  contracted,  &  part  for  what  may  arise. —  The  particulars  of  which  the 
Committee  Man  from  Chelmsford  can  acquaint  your  Honours  if  call'd  in. —  We  are 
willing  Town  Debts  already  contracted  shou'd  be  paid,  but  we  must  intreat  your  Honours 
not  to  consider  our  Article  in  the  Bill  as  expressing  any  other  Debts,  &  from  all  which  we 
beg  to  be  delivered. 

The  prick'd  Line  upon  our  Plan  that  is  the  Line  propos'd  by  the  Town  of  Concord,  was 
not  mark'd  out  to  shew  our  willingness  that  it  shou'd  be  allow'd,  but  the  unreasonable- 
ness of  Concord  to  desire  it,  as  it  will  take  off  so  large  a  tract  of  Land,  &  a  great  deal  of 
it  belonging  to  the  Petitioners,  &  to  let  yoiu-  Honours  see  that  it  will  run  up  within  a  Mile 
and  a  quarter  of  our  Meeting  House.  —  Shou'd  this  be  granted  it  wou'd  mine  the  Dis- 
trict.—  And  it  wou'd  be  measurably  doing  so  if  the  six  Families  shou'd  be  set  off  to  Con- 
cord that  they  ask  for,  as  it  wou'd  make  many  Others  very  Uneasy  wlio  have  Signed  the 
Petition  conditionally ;  viz :  '  If  the  whole  shou'd  be  set  off,'  And  fearing  if  it  was  not  so 
that  the  Burden  wou'd  be  to  heavy.  —  We  are  uneasy  on  account  of  their  Uneasiness,  but 
as  theu"  Lands  &  Houses  are  link'd  in  with  Ours  we  were  obliged  to  ask  for  them ;  &  we 
mean  to  give  them  every  indulgence,  &  to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  quiet  their 
Minds,  &  doubt  not  but  tiiev  will  soon  be  easy. — 

As  to  ye. Name  of  the  District,  Bridges  in  Concord,  the  Poor,  together  with  Taxes 
already  made,  we  are  willing  to  leave  these  Matters  with  the  Honourable  Court,  &  ask 
Pardon  for  proposing  a  Name  before. —  But  wo  wou'd  inform  the  honouraljle  Court,  That 
we  have  no  Mill  in  the  District,  upon  the  River,  and  that  we  I'e.ip  no  Benefit  from  any 
Bridge  but  tlie  North  Bridge  in  Concord,  and  that  we  hope  soon  to  have  a  I5ridge  over  the 
same  River,  which  we  expect  to  maintain  without  the  help  of  Concord. —  We  dont  desire  to 
throw  off  any  Burden  upon  Concord  that  we  ought  to  bear  Ourselves,  &  are  willing,  with 
those  we  represent,  to  Do  every  thing  we  ought  to  do,  attending  to  the  largeness  of  the 
Number  of  Families  in  Concord,  &  their  Wealth,  and  our  own  Numbers,  &  Poverty,  being 
in  a  new  Country  inasmuch  as  we  have  Roads  to  purchase,  &  lay  out,  being  shut  up  with 
Fences,  &  having  every  thing  to  do  as  to  Mills,  Bridges,  &<:. ,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  Poor  to  maintain  which  vve  suppose  will  fall  within  our  Limits.  —  Wer  want  to  enjoy 
religious  Priviledges,  and  we  are  willing  to  bear  any  reasonable  Burden  that  we  may  do 
it.  '  We  have  for  above  Twenty  Years  back,  more  especially  in  the  All'air  of  Petitioning 
(for  want  of  Friends)  been  at  an  amazing  Expcnce ;  but  this  we  dont  Regard  if  we  can  but 
at  last  obtain  the  Favour  of  this  Court  to  set  Us  off  agreeable  to  the  Report  of  your  Hon- 
ourable Committee,  which  both  Houses  have  accepted,  &  for  which  we  on  the  behalf  of 
the  Society, return  our  most  hearty  Thanks. 

The  Votes  of  the  Town  of  Concord  at  a  late  Meeting,  to  set  off  all  the  Families  in  Con- 
cord but  six  within  our  Limits,  with  the  Petition  of  those  that  had  been  in  the  Opposition 
in  consequence  of  it,  to  have  tlie  whole  set  off  by  this  Ilonom^able  Court,  rather  then  be 
governed  by  the  Votes  of  the  Town  of  Concord,  we  hope  has  Ijecn,  &  will  be  duely  con- 
sider'd,  let  what  will  appear  to  tlie  contrary  since  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill 

Our  Circumstances  will  be  such  if  the  Bill  shou'd  pass  agreeable  to  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  that  we  shall  be  likely  to  be  a  happy  People," but  if  otherwise  we  shall  be 
miserable,  as  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get  our  Families  to  any  place  of  public  Worship,  and 
shall  be  likely  to  despair  of  any  Help  in  future,  the  prospect  of  which  puts  us  upon  plead- 
ing hard  for  present  Relief.  And  we  are  confident  that  a  most  every  Member  of  this 
Court  wou'd  Vote  for  it  did  they  know  our  Circumstances  as  well  as  their  Honourable 
Committee  who  have  heard  all  that  the  Parties  had  to  offer,  &  who  have  view'd  our 
Scituation. — 

When  Lincoln  was  sett  off  from  Concord  it  was  in  the  first  place  a  Precinct,  and  the 
Town  of  Concord  was  at  a  great  Charge  in  purchasing  Roads  for  them,  and  as  we  expect 
to  purchase  our  own  Roads,  we  cant  thiok  that  there  is  the  same  reason  for  our  being  held 
to  maintain  Bridges  in  Concord  that  there  was  for  them. — 

We  wou'd  add.  That  our  Meeting-House  which  was  Built,  &  finished,  all  but  the  inside, 
by  a  Propriety,  we  have  given  to  the  District  clear  of  all  Charge  that  has  arisen,  and  we 
for  ever  Discharge  all  that  may  be  sett  off  to  Us,  &  shall  consider  them  as  having  an  equal 
right  with  Us,  agreeable  to  their  Estates. — 

Concord.  March.  24th  178O.  John  Green 

Nathan  Munhoe 

Timothy  Wilkins 

David  Dickinson 

Zebulun  Spaulding 

Asa  Green  j 

Issachar  Andrews      | 

Sam^i-  Heald  J 

N.  B  This  Week  there  has  been  a  Town-Meeting  at  Chelmsford,  when  the  Town  Voted 
lo  have  a  Survey,  &  a  Plan  of  the  Town,  &  to  Petition,  as  th6  our  Petitioning  was  a  new 
thing,  &  they  had  not  had  oppertunity  before,  whereas  it  is  12  Months  since  the  Copy  of 
our  Petition  was  laid  before  the  Town ;  &  alth6  it  was  earnestly  desired  at  the  late  Meet- 
ing, that  the  Houses  universally  in  the  Town  might  be  prick'd  out  upon  the  Plan,  it  was 
opijosed  as  that  wou'd  not  serve  their  purpose;  and  the  manifest  design  of  the  Town  is 
to  bring  about  another  Delay,  &  to  prevent  our  ever  being  an  incorporated  Society,  alth6 
they  do  not  need  Us.  —  And  similar  to  this  has  our  treatment  always  been,  and  this  Hon- 
ourable Court  this  way  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  our  true  State,  and  the  Circumstances 
of  some  of  the  Towns  we  have  belong'd  to.    Concord  in  particular  having  formerly  Voted 


Committee. 
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off  to  Us  many  more  Families  then  wc  have  now  ask'd  for,  thd  they  are  not  willing  we 
shou'd  have  them."  —  Ibid. 

This  memorial  was  followed  by  sundry  petitions  in  opposition  thereto,  from  persons 
whose  estates  were  included  in  the  proposed  township.  One  of  these,  dated  Marcli  29, 
1780,  was  from  Acton,  and  was  signed  by  three  persons;  another,  dated  March  30th,  was 
signed  l)y  John  llartwell,  and  all  the  other  signers  to  the  applicaiion  to  the  selectmen  of 
Concord,  to  call  the  town  meeting  of  Nov.  1,  1779,  except  the  six  who  are  named  in  the 
seventh  section  of  this  chapter.  All  but  one  of  these  remonsti'ants  had  also  signed  the 
petition  of  David  Blood  and  others,  the  prayer  of  which  was  obscure,  and,  as  they  clain)ed, 
had  been  misunderstood  The  six  persons  excepted  by  section  seven  of  the  act,  now  pre- 
sented the  following  petition  :  — 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Councel  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Geni.  Court  assem- 
bled and  now  Setting  in  Boston  — 

The  memorial  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitents  of  the  Town  of  Concord  that  are  In- 
cluded in  the  Bounds  of  the  Dcstrict  Petition^,  for,  from  that  and  the  Neighbouring 
Towns —  Humbly  Sheweth  — 

That  your  Memorialists  with  their  Predicessors  ever  belonged  to  the  Town  of  Concord 
and  by  So  doing  cnjo)'ed  Great  Satisf\\ction  and  Contentment,  that  which  every  member 
of  Society  ought  to  enjoy ;  But  for  many  years  those  who  lived  more  Remote  from  the 
Town  then  your  Memorialcsts,  have  disturbed  that  Satisfaction  &  Contentment,  by  their 
Petitions  to  the  Honbie  General  Court  to  be  Set  of  as  a  Town,  Destrict,  or  Parrish,  and  in 
the  year  175i  they  obtained  what  they  Seem^^  So  ernestly  Seeking  after,  even  to  be  Sett 
off  as  a  Destrict  Including  your  Memorialists,  and  after  years  l.angushing  in  Discord,  (to 
say  no  worse  of  it)  your  Memorialists  with  others  Petitioned  the  llon^il^  General  Court 
for  their  kind  assistance  and  Interposision  on  our  behalf,  beging  we  might  have  Liberty 
Granted  us  to  Return  to  the  Town  of  Concord  again,  &  never  more  to  be  Sett  off  in  a 
Destrict  with  out  our  Consent,  To  which  Prayer  we  Received  Greacious  answers  of  Peace, 
and  was  again  Restored  to  our  Former  Priviliges  to  our  no  Small  Joy  and  Satisfaction, 
Expecting  that  our  mountain  then  Stood  fast  never  more  to  be  moved,  but  to  our  Great 
Greif  our  peace  which  we  tho.t  Should  be  as  a  river  was  again  broke  by  Petitions  Pre- 
fer^  to  the  IIon'>J2  Court  to  be  Sett  of  again  but  did  not  obtain  their.  Desire  by  Reason  of 
opposision  amonge  themselves  not  that  vve  meant,  or  any  in  the  Town  of  Concord  had  a 
Desire  to  exclude  them  who  lived  Rmote  from  Publick  worship  from  enjoying  all  the 
Privilidges  that  their  local  Curconistances  would  admitt —  For  the  Town  of  Concord  in 
Town  meeting  assembled,  Chearfully  and  unanimosly  Voted  to  Excuse  them  who  De- 
sired it  from  paying  any  thing  to  the  minister  in  the  Town,  So  long  as  they  Supported 
preaching  among  themselves  —  But  now  we  are  more  alarm''  then  ever,  we  are  now  again 
within  the  Bounds  of  another  Destrict,  ordered  by  this  Hon^J^  Court,  to  be  Composed 
out  of  the  Towns  of  Concord  Chelmsford,  Billerica,  and  acton  as  Petition^  for  by  a 
Number  of  Inhabitents  from  these  Several  Towns  which  on  our  parts  will  be  attended 
with  very  Great  Inconvenianees,  and  always  will,  and  with  Submision  we  cannot  willingly 
Subinit  to,  neither  can  we  have  the  least  Idea  that  the  Hon^'e  Court  will  oblige  us  to  it, 
when  they  with  their  usual  Candor  and  Penetration  (which  we  Greatly  Rely  on)  Consider 
the  Reasons  we  Shall  now  offer  for  our  still  lying  to  the  Town,  and  against  being  Set  off 
to  the  Destrict  above  mentioned,  which  we  beg  Leave  here  to  Insert  — 

Because  your  Memorialcsts  Lives  in  the  Remote  Southeast  Corner  of  the  Proposed  Des- 
trict on  a  Good  Road  to  Concord  meeting  house  where  thsre  is  constant  Traviling  on  all 
occations  as  well  as  to  meeting  and  as  near  or  nearer  to  Concord  meeting  House  upon 
a  Strate  Line  them  to  the  meeting  house  in  S"?  Destrict,  to  which  meeting  house  no  Road 
is  Provided,  neither  is  it  hardly  Possable  one  can  be  made,  as  the  Ground  over  which  it 
must  be  made  is  Swampy  and  Low  Land  a  Great  Deal  of  it,  not  at  all  Suteable  for  ways, 
and  what  is  worse  then  all  the  Road  must  be  made  for  your  memorialcsts  only  and  to 
accommidate  no  Famely  but  ours,  therefore  we  must  always  Labour  under  Great  DifH- 
culties  to  Get  to  the  place  of  Worship,  Especialy  in  the  winter  Season  — 

and  because  we  your  Memorialcsts  Returned  to  the  Town  of  Concord  from  the  former 
Destrict  on  Conditions  (as  we  apprehended)  mentioned  above  (viz)  not  to  be  again  Set  of 
without  our  Consent,  and  would  with  humble  Submision  Say  that  it  is  our  oppinion  a 
right  every  american  ought  to  enjoy,  and  for  which  Liberty  they  have  fought  &  Bled,  and 
are  still  in  Contest  for,  not  to  have"  their  Rights  taken  from  them  without  their  Consent, 
or  Receiving  an  Equavolent  therefor  To  apply  it  to  our  own  ease  to  be  forced  away  from 
a  Town  which  we  have  had  the  Greatest  Satisfaction  of  being  Members  ( Jontrary  to  our^ 
consent  or  the  consent  of  town  to  which  we  belonged,  and  placed  in  a  Society  that  will 
be  noways  Satisfactory  to  us  and  thereby  have  all  our  Liberties,  and  Priviliges  abridged, 
and  Recive  no  Equavolent  for  them,  wc  cannot  but  Judge  it  Extreemly  Hard  — 

Our  Prayer  therefore  is  that  your  Honours  would  Take  these  our  Perplxcd  and  unhapy 
Curcomstances  under  your  wise  Juditious  Consideration  and  if  Consistant  with  Justice, 
Grant  that  we  our  famelies  &  Estates  might  Still  Remain  to  the  Town  of  Concord  agrea- 
ble  to  their  Vote  on  the  tenth  of  March  Last  or  otherways  Releive  your  Humble  Sup- 
pliants as  you  in  your  Great  Wisdom  Shall  See  meet,  and  we  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall 
ever  Pray —  John  Blood  Thoms  Bhown 

Oliver  Barron  Nathan  Buttrick 

Saml   Kibby  Willard  Blood 

Concord  April  y«  3^  1780."—  Ibid. 

In  answer  to  this  memorial,  the  committee  of  the  petitioners  for  the  new  district  ad- 
dressed the  Council  as  follows :  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  Council  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
Gentlemen, 

As  the  Report  of  the  Committee  sent  last  Fall  to  Concord,  Chelmsford,  Billerica,  & 
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Acton,  by  the  Council,  &  House  of  Representatives,  to  view  the  Situation  of  the  prayed 
for  Town,  District,  or  Parish,  was  accepted  by  the  Honourable  Board,  &  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  their  Concurrence ;  upon  its  return  we  were  not  apprehensive  of 
any  Difficulty,  or  of  any  Petition  being  ofFer'd,  as  all  Petitions,  &  Memorials  were  directed 
by  Us  to  the  House  only,  &  were  not,  we  suppose,  sent  up  to  the  Board ;  the  Subscribers 
beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  words  on  the  behalf  of  the  Society  we  represent  in  answer  to  the 
Prayer  of  the  Six  Petitioners.  It  is  a  great  grief  to  Us,  when  so  many  that  were  in  the 
Opposition,  have  lately  joined  Us,  that  these  our  Brethren  have  not ;  but  as  they  are 
within  the  Line,  &  so  many  have  Signed  conditionally,  *  If  all  within  the  Limits  shou'd 
be  sett  off,'  we  fear  their  being  sett  back  to  Concord  will  make  a  much  larger  number 
uneasy,  &  leave  us  in  a  worse  State,  than  we  are  like  to  be  in  with  them.  —  We  wou'd 
also  let  your  Honours  know.  That  if  they  shou'd  be  sett  back  to  Concord  asrreeabte  to  the 
late  Votes  of  the  Town  of  Concord,  that  Seven  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  will  be  taken  off 
from  the  District,  or  near  it,  besides  the  Land  owned  by  the  Six  Petitioners,  which  will 
weaken  us  very  greatly,  &  lay  some  of  our  own  Society  under  great  Inconveniences,  one 
Person  owning  One  Hundred  Acres  of  it.  —  Moreover,  The  propos'd  Line  runs  up  within 
a  Mile  &  a  Quarter  of  our  Meeiing-House,  &  makes  a  very  crooked  Line.  — 

We  have  many  Years  been  labouring  to  become  an  incorporated  Society,  have  put  up 
with  great  inconveniences,  &  have  been  at  a  very  great  Charge,  and  as  your  Honours 
accepted  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  (which  encouraged  us  to  exert  Ourselves  when 
the  House  had  it  under  consideration)  &  as  the  further  consideration  of  it  was  put  off  till 
the  Honourable  Aaron  Wood  Esqy. ,  Chair-Man  of  your  Committee  came  to  the  Board; 
as  soon  as  your  Honours  think  proper  we  shou'd  be  glad  to  have  the  Bill  from  the  House 
accepted  without  any  alteration ;  which  Favour  we  hope  will  be  gratefully  received  by  the 
Society  universally. — 

Concord,  April.  15^}  1780. —  John  Green  "| 

Nathan  Munroe 
Timothy  Wilkins 
Asa  Green  }■  Committee."  — 

John  Robins  Ibid. 

Sam^  Heald  Juk 
David  Dickinson  J 
On  the  8th  of  April,  1780,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  had  been  read  three  times,  in  the 
House,  and  was  there  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  In  the  Coun- 
cil, it  was  read  a  first  time,  on  the  20th,  when  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  en- 
grossed, with  an  amendment,  by  which  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  was  added.  On  the 
25th,  the  House  concurred  in  this  amendment,  and,  on  the  28th,  it  was  passed  to  be 
enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  43.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  April  25,  1780, 
and  passed  in  the  Council,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  29th,  and  was  passed 
to  be  enacted.  May  2d,  and  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  44.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  had  been  read  three  times,  in  the  House,  on  the  8th 
of  April,  when  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence, 
where,  on  the  same  day,  it  was  read  twice,  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed. 
It  was  passed  to  be  enacted.  May  3d,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  45.  The  resolve  of  May  1,  1778,  printed  in  the  note  to  1778-79,  chapter  5,  p.  983, 
ajite,  was  reported  by  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Crane,  Davis  of  Boston, 
and  Wales,  of  the  House,  and  Spooner  and  Palmer,  of  the  Council. 

Ttie  matters  which  had  been  referred  to  this  committee,  and  upon  which  they  reported, 
were,  a  resolve  for  giving  the  soldiers  of  the  Massachusetts  contingent  in  the  Continental 
Army  £30  each,  and  another  resolve,  for  setting  on  foot  a  lottery.  These  resolves,  which 
had  originated  in  the  House,  had  been  recalled  from  the  Council,  by  message,  on  the  day 
on  which  the  joint  committee  made  their  report. 

The  former  resolve  was  first  reported,  April  29th,  by  a  committee  appointed  the  day 
previous.  The  House  ordered  the  report  of  this  committee  to  be  recommitted,  and  at  the 
same  time  directed  the  committee  to  bring  in,  besides  a  resolve  granting  the  gratuity,  a 
resolve  for  raising,  by  lottery,  the  sum  of  f  2,000,000.  On  the  30th,  the  House  committee 
last  named,  reported  two  resolves,  according  to  instructions,  except  that,  in  the  latter  re- 
solve, the  amount  to  be  raised  by  lottery,  was  $1,998,000,  —  from  the  sale  of  three  classes 
of  tickets  (numbering  111,000  each),  at  four,  six  and  eight  dollars  each,  respectively,  ac- 
cording to  a  scheme  laid  down  in  the  resolve.  These  were  the  resolves  which,  on  the  first 
of  May,  were  recalled  by  the  House,  and  recommitted,  as  above  stated. 

The  joint  committee  above  named  now  reported  the  two  resolves  which  are  given  in  the 
note  to  1778-79,  chapter  5,  referred  to  above. 

The  resolve  for  the  lottery,  as  finally  amended  and  adopted,  left  the  details  of  the 
scheme,  as  well  as  the  amount  to  be  raised  (within  the  limit  specified  in  the  resolve),  to 
the  discretion  of  the  board  of  managers. 

Of  the  $750,000,  which  was  the  limit  of  the  sum  to  be  raised  under  this  resolve,  the 
managers  attempted  to  raise  only  $143,000,— that  being  the  percentage  on  $950,000, 
the  total  value  of  the  tickets  offered  for  sale.  The  lottery  was  arranged  in  four  classes, 
which  were  advertised  as  hereafter  shown. 

The  f(jllowing  resolves  were  passed,  directing  the  Board  of  War  to  furnish  the  managers 
with  paper,  and  also  directing  the  managers  to  deposit  in  the  state  treasury  certain  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  tickets :  — 
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"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay      In  the  House  of  Representatives.  June  8.  1778  — 
♦  Resolved  That  tlie  Board  of  War  be  &  they  hereby  are  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
Honl^   Oliver   Wendell  Esq'".  &  others,  Manegers  of  this  State  Lotery,  a  Quantity  of 
writing  Paper  Suficient  for  I'rinting  The  Tickets  for  Said  Lotery  or  Loteryes  —  the  said 
Managers  to  be  accountable  to  the  Gen'.  Court  for  the  Same  — 

Set  up  for  Concunence  Sam'''-  Freeman    Spli  P  T 

In  Council  June  91  1778      Read  &  Concurred  J>f'*  Avery    Dy  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .—  Mass,  Archives,  vol.  219,  p.  9. 
"State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  June  19'Ji  1778  — 
t  Whereas  the  [lon'je  Oliver  Wendell  Esq''  M""  Henry  liill,  Tho*'  Crane  Esq":.  Caleb  Davis 
Esq.  &  Mr  Ezckel  Lewes  were  appointed,  By  a  Resolve  of  the  Late  Gen'.  Court,  Dated 
May  2iJ778,  Manegers  of  a  Lotery.  to  Raise  a  Sum  of  Money  for  theBenifit  of  the 
Army,  and  as  It  may  be  for  the  Pul:)lick  service  that  the  Mony  ariseing  from  the  Sale 
of  the  Tickets  in  Said  Lotery  be  i^aid  into  the  Publick  Treasurer 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Manogers  of  Said  Lotery  be  &  they  hereliy  are  directed  to 
pay  Into  tlie  publick  Treasury  off  this  State,  the  Money  they  Shall  Recive.  for  Said 
Tickets.  Except  So  Much  as  is  to  be  paid  of,  in  Small  Prizes  Takeing  Two  Recipts  for  the 
Sums  they  Shall  so  pay  one  of  which  to  be  Lod^'d  In  the  Secretaryes  office  —  The  Money 
so  paid  in  to  the  Treasury  to  remain  there  until  the  special  order  of  this  Court  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Sami-I'  Freeman    Spk""  P  T 

In  Coimcil  June  19:1778  Read     &  Concurred  JnI?  Avert    D.^  Sev 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  p.  145. 
The  scheme  of  the  first  class  ol:  this  lottery  was  advertised,  as  follows :  — 
"The  General  Assembly  having  passed  a  Resolve  for  raising  a  Num  of  Money  not 
exceeding  of  7oO,000  Dollars  for  the  Benefit  of  those  Officers  and  Soldiers  who  inlisted  into 
the  Fifteen  Continental  Battalions  raised  by  this  State,  appointed  Oliver  Wendell,  Esq ;  Mr. 
Henry  Hill,  Thomas  Crane,  Esq ;  Caleb  Davis,  Esq ;  and  Mr.  Ezekiel  Lewis,  Directors  of 
a  Lottery  for  that  Purpose,  who  are  sworn  to  the  faithful  Discharge  of  the  Trust  reposed 
in  them. 

The  following  Scheme  is  accordingly  offered  to  the  Public,  which  it  is  hoped  will  meet 
with  theu'  Approbation  and  Encouragement. 

MASSACHUSETTS  =  STATE    LOTTERY. 
CLASS,  No.  I. 
Consists  of  25000  Tickets,  at  6  Dollars  each,  6374  of  which  are  Prizes  of  the  following 
Value,  W2. 

Dollars, 

4000 

2000 

1000 

500 

200 

100 

75 

50 

10 

1  Exclusive  of  the  above  Prizes,  the  first  Number  which  1     qqq 
shall  be  drawn,  will  be  intitled  to  -  -  -     J 

2  The  last  drawn  No.  will  be  intitled  to  -  -  200 


No. 

1 

of 

1 

of 

2 

of 

10 

of 

50 

of 

100 

of 

200 

of 

460 

of 

5550 

of 

Dollars, 

is 

4000 

is 

2000 

are 

2000 

are 

5000 

are 

10000 

are 

10000 

are 

15000 

are 

23000 

are 

55500 

6376  Prizes.  127000 

18624  Blanks.  23000 


25000  Tickets,  at  6  Dollars.  150000 

The  Directors  flatter  themselves  they  shall  be  able  soon  to  compleat  this  First  Class, 
when  they  consider  the  Money  to  be  raised  is  to  be  applied  to  the  benevolent  Purpose  of 
rewarding  those  Officers  and  Soldiers  who  have  endured  Want,  Hardship  and  Toil,  and 
hazarded  every  Danger  for  the  Safety  of  their  Country,  and  who,  when  Government, 
through  a  Series  of  unfortunate  Events,  was  unable  in  some  Instances  to  comply  with 
its  Promises  for  their  Support  and  Comfort,  nobly  scorn'd  to  shrink  from  the  Post  of 
Danger,  and,  like  their  great  Leader,  resolved  never  to  survive  the  Ruin  and  Desolation  of 
their  Country. 

Public  and  seasonable  Notice  will  be  given  of  the  Time  and  Place  of  Drawing,  and 
when  finished,  a  List  of  the  Prizes  will  be  published  in  the  Continental  Journal,  and  the 
Money  will  be  paid  (without  any  Deduction)  to  the  Possessors  of  Benefit  Tickets,  (with- 
in twenty  Days  after  a  Publication  of  a  List  of  Prizes^  in  the  following  Manner,  viz. 

All  Prizes  of  Fifty  Dollai-s  and  upwards  will  be  paid  in  Treasurer's  Notes  for  the  amount 
of  such  Prizes,  bearing  Date  the  last  Day  of  Drawing  said  Lottery,  and  payable  on  the 
first  Day  of  January,  1783,  with  Interest  at  Six  per  Cent,  per  Annum.  All  Prizes  of 
Ten  Dollars  will  be  paid  in  Current  Money. 

Prizes  not  demanded  within  Twelve  Months  after  they  are  drawn,  will  not  be  paid,  but 
will  be  deemed  as  generously  given  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid,  and  will  be  applied  accord- 
ingly. 

Tickets  are  to  be  had  of  the  respective  Directors  at  their  Houses  and  Stores,  where  con' 
Btant  Attendance  is  given."  —  Independent  Chronicle,  of  June  25,  1778. 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  XIX.  t  Ibid.,  chapter  XCV. 
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The  act  of  1778-79,  chapter  35,  was  passed  to  enable  the  state  treasurer  to  pay  the 
prizes  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  di-awn  in  this  class. 

Of  the  following  resolves,  the  filling  of  the  vacancy  by  the  former,*  was  duly  published 
In  the  "  Independent  Chi-onicle  "  of  Oct.  15,  1778,  the  managers  giving  notice,  in  the  same 
advertisement,  of  the  time  fixed  by  the  latter  resolve.t  for  the  drawing  of  the  first  class, 
and  appeal  ling  urgently,  in  behalf  of  the  army,  for  the  prompt  purchase  of  the  tickets 
that  remained  unsold :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay        In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept;;  23^  1778  — 

Resolved  that  Cap'.  George  Williams  be  &  he  hereby  is  appointed  one  of  the  Manegers 
of  the  l.otteiyes  ordered  by  the  Late  Gen'  Cotu-t  for  the  Benifct  of  that  part  of  the  Con- 
tinential  Army  Raised  in  this  state,  In  the  Room  of  Ezekil  Lewes  Esq''  Deceast  and  The 
said  George  Williams  is  hereby  Authorised  &  Impowcred  to  Recive  from  the  Excecul  or 
Admins"^  on  the  Estate  of  the  said  Lewes  all  the  Tickets  Remaining  on  hand  allso  all 
Monies  or  Recipts  which  said  Lews  Recived  for  Tickets  Sold  or  Deliv^  &  Give  his  Re- 
cipts  Accordingly — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering    Spk'' 

In  Council  Sepj  24 .'  1778  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D>'  Secy 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  219,  p.  286. 

"  State  of  Massacimsetts  Bay         In  the  House  of  of  Representatives.  Sepf  26  1778 

Whereas  the  Late  Gen  ]  Court  did  on  Tlie  first  day  of  May  Last  Resolve  to  pay  to  the 
Offieers  &  Soldiers  in  the  Cuntinential  Army  belonging  to  this  State  a  Su'a  of  .^ioney  as 
a  Gratuiety  for  their  Past  Sufcrings  &  Services,  and  did  order  a  Lottery  or  Lotteryes  for 
Raising  Said  Money  which  Money  was  to  he,  paid  by  the  first  day  of  December  Next— and 
it  being  of  Great  Importance  that  Goverm.'  should  Fulfill  their  Promises  —  Therefore  — 
Resolved  — 

That  the  Manegers  of  Said  Lotteiy  be  &  they  hereby  are  ordered  &  directed  to  take  the 
Most  Efectual  Methods  for  Disposeing  of  the  Tickets  in  the  first  Class  until  the  first  Day 
of  December  Next  at  which  Time  sliould  any  Tickets  remain  Unsold  the  said  Manegers 
are  ordered  to  Take  the  Numbers  of  Such  i'ickets,  Seal  them  up  &  Deliver  them  tothe 
Treasurer  of  this  State  and  then  Proceed  To  Drawing  Said  Lottery  without  Delay  — 

Sent  up  for  Concui-rence  John  Pickering    Spk' 

In  Council  Sep  f  26'.  1778  Read  &  Concurred  Jno   Avert    Dy  Secy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  314.* 

Before  tickets  for  the  second  class  had  been  offered  for  sale,  the  following  resolves 
wer^  passed :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay         In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany    16  1779 

X  Whereas  a  Resolve  passed  the  Gen'  Court  on  the  first  Day  of  may  last  for  raising  by 
Lottery  or  Lotteries  a  sum  not  exceeding  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Dollars  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Ofllicers  &  privates  A  in  our  Quota  of  the  Cont'_  Army  B  but  no  Order 
has  issued  for  payment  of  the  money  therefore  Resolv^  Thut  the  Treasurer  of  this 

State  be  and  he  is  hereliy  Directed  to  appropriate  the  money  which  he  has  receivj^or  may 
receive  by  the  sale  of  the  Tickets  of  s'L  Lottery  for  the  payment  of  the  Gratuity  pTomissed 
to  those  Offli-ers  &  Privates  of  our  Quota  of  the  Conti^  Army  describe  in  another  Resolve 
of  Court  dated  the  first  Day  of  may  last  &  also  to  the  legal  Heirs  or  Representatives  of 
such  of  the  s'l  Officers  &  privates  as  are  disceasi  and  that  he  pay  the  same  to  them  ac- 
cordingly they  producing  the  proper  certificates  as  required  in  the  Resolve  last  men- 
tioned — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering    Spk' 

In  Council  Jany  20',  1779  Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  from  A  to 

B  Viz',  dele  from  A  to  B  &  insert  of  the  15  Battalions  raised  in  this  State,  and  who 
were  in  Camp  on  or  before  the  2.3.'  day  of  August  1777  or  to  their  Order  — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  '  John  Avert    D  Secy 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany  .  20-  1779    Read  &  Concurr'd 

John  Pickering    Spk' 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  220,  p.  261. 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay      In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jany  26  1779 

(J  It  being  Represented  to  this  Court  that  the  Managers  of  this  State  Lottery,  are  now 
Ready  to  Proceed  to  Dispose  of  the  Tickets  in  the  Second  Class  of  Said  Lottery  and  it 
heiu'.!  of  Great  Importance  that  the  Monies  arising  from  the  said  Lortery,  Should  be 
Spccdely  Lodged  In  the  Treasury,  Therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  Managers  of  Said  Lot- 
tery be  &  they  hereby  are  Directed  to  proceed  to  Dispose  of  the  Tickets  in  the  said 
Second  Class,  with  all  possible  Dispatch  &  in  order  to  Expedite  the  sale  they  are 
Directed  to  Lodge  a  Proportionable  number  of  Said  Tickets  in  the  hands  of  Some  Suita- 
ble Person  in  the  Severall  Towns  in  this  State,  and  that  the  Sale  be  Continued  until  The 
seventeenth  day  of  March  next,  unless  the  tickets  are  sooner  disposed  of  at  which  Time 
should  any  Tickets  Remain  unsold  In  the  hands  of  Such  Persons,  with  whom  they  have 
been  Lodged  they  Shall  Seal  them  up.  In  the  Presence  of  Some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who 
is  hereby  Requiered  to  Certify  on  the  outside  of  the  Paper  Incloseing  said  Tickets,  the 
Numl)er  of  Tickets  Inclosed,  as  allso  the  Numlicrs  of  Each  Ticket  "and  the  person  or 
persons  Possessed  of  Such  Tickets  Shall  Return  them  to  some  one  of  the  Managers 
without  Delay  who  are  hereby  Directed  on  receipt  thereof  to  Return  the  same  To- 
gether with  any  they  may  have  on  hand  Into  the  Treasurers  office  &  take  his  Recipt 
for  the  same  Expresing  the  numbers  so  Return'd  and  the  said  Managers  are  hereby 
Directed  to  Proceed  to  the  Drawing  said  Second  Class  without  Delay  and  it  is  further 
Resolved  that  the  Managers  of  the  said  Lottery,  be  &  they  hereby  are  permited  To  Recive 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XXVII.  f  Ibid.,  chapter  XXX VHI. 

%  Ibid.,  January  session,  1779,  chapter  LVII  §  Ibid.,  chapter  LXXX. 
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for  the  Tickets  in  the  Second  Class  of  Said  Lottery  the  Two  Emissions  of  the  Continential 
Cnrency  Dated  May  20tii  1777  &  Apr i.   11th  1773 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering    Spk' 

In  Council  Jany  26'.  1779       Read  &  Concurred  Jno    Avery    D  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  p.  319. 
The  drawing  of  the  second  class  of  this  lottery  was  advertised  as  follows :  — 

"BOSTON. 
MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  LOTTERY. 
CLASS  THE  SECOND, 
The  drawing  of  which  will  commence  on  the  17th  March  next,  consists  of  20,000 
tickets,  at  10  dollars  each,  5715  of  which  are  prizes,  of  the  following  value,  viz. 
No.  Dollars.  Dollars. 

1  of  5000  is  5000 

6  of  1000  are  5000 

8  of  500  are  4000 

11  of  300  are  3300 

20  of  200  are  4000 

300  of  100  are  30000 

1090  of  50  are  54500 

4280  of  15  are  64200 


5715  Prizes,  170000 

14285  Blanks.  30000 


20000  Tickets,  at  10  dollars,  200,000 

N.  B.    Not  two  and  a  half  blanks  to  a  prize.* 

«  »  «  « 

The  public  may  depend  on  a  punctual  observance  of  the  directions  in  the  above  resolu- 
tion ;  and  therefore  those  who  intend  to  become  adventurers,  must  be  speedy  in  purchas- 
ing tickets,  otherwise  they  will  be  disappointed,  as  many  were  in  the  former  class. 

The  prizes  only  will  be  drawn  in  this  class,  the  Managers  having  found  a  very  great 
but  needless  expence  to  government,  attending  the  drawing  of  the  blanks  in  the  first  class, 
without  the  least  advantage  to  the  adventurers. 

Public  and  seasonable  notice  will  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  drawing ;  and  when 
finished,  a  list  of  the  prizes  will  be  published  in  Powars  and  Willis's  Independent 
Chronicle,  and  the  benefit  tickets  will  be  paid  without  any  deduction  (within  20  days  after 
a  publication  of  a  list  of  prizes)  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 

All  prizes  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  will  be  paid  in  Treasurer's  notes  for  the  amount 
of  such  prizes,  bearing  date  the  last  day  of  drawing  said  lottery,  and  payal)le  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1783,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum.  All  prizes  of  fifteen 
dollars  will  be  paid  in  current  money. 

Prizes  not  demanded  within  twelve  months  after  they  are  drawn,  will  not  be  paid,  but  will 
be  deemed  as  generously  given  for  the  puri>ose  aforesaid,  and  will  be  applied  accordingly. 

Tickets  are  now  ready  lor  sale,  at  the  houses  and  stores  of  the  respective  Managers, 
and  will  be  distributed  through  the  several  counties  in  the  State."  —  Independent  Chronicle 
of  Feb.  4, 1779. 

Before  all  the  tickets  in  this  class  were  sold,  the  following  resolve  t  was  passed :  — 
"In  the  House  of  Representatives  March,  1^'  1779 

Whereas  the  Sale  of  the  Tickets  of  the  second  Class  of  the  Massachusetts  Lottery  is 
nearly  compleated  —  &  the  Managers  are  about  issuing  a  Scheme  for  a  third  Class  — 

Resolved  That  the  Managers  aforesaid  be  &  they  hereby  are  permitted  to  receive  for 
the  Tickets  in  said  third  Class,  the  Emissions  of  May  20-1777  and  April  11, 1778  — 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering    Spki"_ 

In  Council  March  1'.    1779    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  221, p.  354. 

The  scheme  of  the  third  class  was  advertised  as  follows ;  — 
"  The  Directors  of  the  Massa.- 
chusett's  Slate  liOttery,  hereby  notify  the  Public,  That  they  intend  the  Drawing  of  the 
Second  Class  shall  (agreeable  to  their  Promise)  commence  next  Wednesday,  at  the  Repre- 
Bentatives'-Chaml)er  in  Boston  :  And  in  further  Pursuance  of  their  Trust,  they  now  oflFer 
a  Scheme  of  a  Third  Class,  which  consists  of  20000  Tickets,  at  15  Dollars  each,  5751  of 
which  are  Prizes,  of  the  following  Value,  viz. 


No. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

1 

of                   10,000 

is 

10,000 

1 

of                      5000 

is 

5  000 

1 

of                      2000 

is 

2  000 

10 

of                      1000 

are 

10,000 

20 

of                        500 

are 

10,000 

40 

of                        300 

are 

12,000 

220 

of                        100 

are 

22,000 

1902 

of                         50 

are 

95,100 

3556 

of                         25 

are 

88,900 

5751  Prizes, 

255000 

14249  Blanks. 

Deduct  15  per  cent. 

- 

^   45,000 

20,000  Tickets,  at  15  Dollars,  '  300,000 

•  Here  followed  the  above  resolve  of  Jan.  26, 1779.        „„ 
t  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  session,  chapter  CCLXXI. 
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The  present  Class  being  in  many  Respects  better  calculated  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Ad- 
venturers, than  the  two  former  Classes,  the  Managers  doubt  not  of  a  ready  Sale  of  the 
Tickets,  especially  as  they  are  permitted,  by  the  General  Assembly,  to  receive  the  two 
Emissions  of  ContinentalCurrenry,  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778:  They  therefore 
propose  to  commence  Drawing  said  Lottery  by  the  Middle  of  May;  and  as  many  Persons 
were  disappointed  of  purchasing  iu  the  Second  Class,  they  have  now  an  Opportunity  of 
laying  out  their  Money  on  better  Terms,  if  they  apply  seasonably. 

The  Prizes  only  will  be  drawn  in  the  third  Class;  and  public  Notice  will  be  given  of 
the  Time  and  Place  of  drawing;  and  when  finished,  a  List  of  Prizes  will  be  published  iu 
the  Independent  Chronicle,  and  the  Benefit  Tickets  paid  within  forty  Days,  in  the 
following  Manner,  viz.  —  All  Prizes  of  50  Dollars,  and  upwards,  will  be  paid  in  Treas- 
urer's Notes,  bearing  Date  the  last  Day  of  Drawing  said  Lottery,  and  the  other  Prizes 
will  be  paid  in  Money. 

Prizes  not  demanded  within  twelve  Months,  will  not  be  paid,  but  be  deemed  as  gener- 
ously given  to  answer  the  Purposes  of  Government,  and  will  be  applied  accordingly. 

Tickets  of  the  Third  Class  may  be  had  of  the  Managers,  and  will  be  distributed  to 
accommodate  Persons  in  the  several  Counties  of  this  State."  —  Independent  Chronicle,  of 
March  11,  1779 

On  the  loth  of  April,  the  managers  announced  to  all  who  had  drawn  ten-dollar  prizes 
and  fifteen-dollar  prizes  in  the  former  classes,  "  and  are  desirous  to  adventure  in  the( 
third,"  to  call  for  tickets  before  May  first,  as  it  was  "not  probable,  from  the  eager  pur- 
chasing up  the  tickets  of  this  class,  that  they  "  could  "  have  any  on  hand  after  that 
time  " 

The  following  resolve*  was  understood,  by  the  managers,  to  direct  them  to  proceed 
with  the  drawing  of  prizes  in  the  third  class,  on  the  20th  of  May :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  3<?    1779 

Resolved  That  the  Managers  of  this  State  Lottery  be  &  they  hereby  are  Directed  to 
proceed  In  the  Sale  of  the  Tickets  In  ihe  third  Class  of  Said  Lottery,  until  the  twentieth 
Ins'  unless  the  Tickets  arc  Sooner  di.-;poscd  of.  and  Should  Any  Tickets  Remain  Un- 
sold, on  said  day,  In  the  hands  of  Such  Persons  with  whom  they  have  been  Lodged  for 
Sale  Such  Persons  shall  Seal  them  up  In  the  Presence  of  Some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who 
is  hereby  Requiered  to  Certify  on  the  outside  of  the  Paper  Incloseing  Said  Tickets,  the 
Number  of  Tickets  Inclosed,  as  allso  the  number  of  Each  Ticket,  and  the  Persons 
Possessed  of  Such  Tickets  shall  return  them  to  some  one  of  the  Managers  without  delay, 
who  are  hereby  Directed  to  return  them  togeather  with  any  they  have  on  hand,  Into  the 
Treasurers  office  of  this  State  Takeing  his  Recipt  for  the  Same  &  Proceed  to  Drawing 
said  third  Class  without  Delay 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Pickering    Spk' 

In  Council  May  3d    1779        Read  &  Concurr'd         John  Avery    D  Seo  — 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  222,  p.  285. 

The  managers  thereupon  gave  public  notice  that  the  drawing  would  begin,  on  the  day 
aforesaid,  in  the  Representatives'  chamber,  and  that  after  that  date  no  tickets  would  be 
sold;  which  notice  also  called  in  unsold  tickets.  Drawers  Of  small  prizes  in  the  first  and 
second  classes,  who  were  inclined  to  purchase  tickets  in  the  third  class,  were  urged  to  do 
so  speedily,  or,  if  not  desirous  to  purchase,  they  were  requested  to  call  for  their  prizes 
before  June  first,  as  it  was  "  not  probable  the  managers  "  would  "  be  in  cash,  to  discharge 
the  same,"  between  June  first  and  August  first, —  "they  being  obliged,  at  that  time,  to 
deposit  tbe  prescribed  money  (received  lor  tickets)  in  the  loan  office." 

On  the  18th  of  May,  the  Council  passed  an  order  allowing  £5  12s.  to  Oliver  Wendell, 
in  his  account  as  manager,  for  tickets  furnished  by  him  to  Lieut.  Levi  Lindsey,  who  had 
been  subsequently  dishonorably  discharged  from  General  Glover's  brigade,  and  so  had 
forfeited  the  gi-atuity  on  account  of  which  these  tickets  were  delivered;  and  on  the  21st, 
Ihcy  passed  the  following  order  recommending  the  managers  to  suspend  the  drawing  until 
the  third  of  June  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  Councill  May  21^*  1779. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Board  by  the  Managers  of  the  Massachusetts  Lottery 
that  they  have  commenced  drawing  the  third  Class  agreable  to  the  Order  of  the  Generall 
Court,  but  that  they  are  much  embarrass'd  by  receiving  &  paying  into  the  Treasury  the 
M  oneys  arising  from  the  Sale  of  the  Tickctts  which  being  of  the  dead  Emissions  will  take  ye 
most  of  their  time  to  deposit  in  y"  Treasmy  before  y«  28"'  of  May  Instant  and  renders  it 
impracticable  to  continue  y"  drawing  at  present  as  the  said  Emissions  must  be  transfer'd  into 
y^  Loan  Oflice  by  y«  first  of  June  —  Therefore  Ordcr'd,  that  it  be  rcconimendeU  to  y  Man- 
agers of  said  Lottery  to  suspend  the  drawing  the  third  Class  untill  the  third  Day  of  June 
next."—  Ibid.,  vol.  170,  p.  130. 

To  enable  the  state  treasurer  to  pay  the  prizes  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  drawn  in 
the  second  and  third  classes,  the  act  of  1778-79,  chapter  42,  was  passed. 

The  fourth  class  was  advertised  as  follows :  — 

"  The  Directors  of  the  Massachusett8-State  LOTTERY,  In  Pursuance  of  their 
Trust,  now  offer  to  the  Public,  the  Scheme  of  a  FOURTH  CLASS,  Which  consists  of 
'20,000  Tickets  at  15  Dollars  each,  5751  of  which  are  Prizes  of  the  following  Value,  viz. 
No.  Dollars.  Dollars.    . 

1  of  10000  is  10000 

1  5000  5000 

1  2000  2000 

10  1000  are  10000 

*  Printed  reBolvei  of  tbe  April  sesBion,  chapter  CLIII. 


1368 


Province  Laws.  —  1779-80.  [Notes.] 

[revolutionary  period  —  "STATE."] 


No. 

20 

40 

220 

1902 

8556 


of 


Deduct  15  per  cent. 


Dollars. 

500 

300 

100 

60 

25 


are 


DoUaxs. 
10000 
12000 
22000 
95100 
88900 

255000 
45000 


20000  Tickets,  at  15  Dollars,  300000 

The  ScHEBiE  of  the  Thikd  Class  having  met  with  general  Approbation,  induces  the 
Managers  to  adopt  the  same  for  the  Fourth  Class,  which  they  assure  the  Public  shall 
be  drawn  without  any  unnecessary  Delay,  as  soon  as  the  Tickets  are  sold. 

The  Prizes  only  will  be  drawn  in  the  Fourth  Class ;  and  Public  Notice  will  be  given  of 
the  Time  and  Place  of  Drawing;  and  when  finished,  a  List  of  Prizes  will  be  pul)lished  in 
the  Continental  Journal,  and  the  Benefit  Tickets  paid  within  forty  Days,  in  the  follow- 
ing Manner,  viz 

All  Prizes  of  Fifty  Dollars,  and  upwards,  will  be  paid  in  Treasurer's  Notes,  bearing 
Date  the  last  Day  of  Drawing  said  Lottery,  and  the  other  Prizes  will  be  paid  in  Money. 

Prizes  not  demanded  within  twelve  Months,  will  not  be  paid,  but  be  deemed  as  generously 
given  to  answer  the  Purposes  of  Government,  and  will  be  applied  accordingly. 

113"  Tickets,  of  the  Fourth  Class,  may  be  had  of  the  Managers,  and  will  be  distrib- 
uted to  accommodate  Persons  in  the  several  Counties  of  this  State." —  Continental  Journal 
and  Weekly  Advertiser,  of  July  1,  1779. 

The  time  for  drawing  this  class  was  fixed  by  the  following  resolve  * :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay    In  Vhe  House  of  Representatives  Octob''  5  1779 

Resolved  that  the  Managers  of  this  State  Lottery  be  and  they  hereby  are  Impowered  & 
directed  to  Receive  in  payment  for  tickets  in  the  forth  Class  of  s^.  Lottery  the  fifty  Dollcr 
Notes  which  they  have  paid  for  Prizes  in  any  of  the  former  Classes  from  any  Persons 
oflfering  the  Same 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  said  Managers  be  &  they  are  hereby  directed  to  Com- 
mence the  drawing  the  forth  Class  Lottery  on  the  Second  \Vednesday  of  december  next 
And  that  the  Persons  in  whose  Hands  Tickets  have  Ijeen  Lodged  for  Sale  Shall  on  the 
Said  Second  Wednesday  of  december  next  Seal  up  in  the  presence  of  Some  Majistrate  all 
the  Tickets  they  may  respectively  have  on  hand  unsold  on  said  day  which  Majistrate 
Shall  Certifie  the  Same ;  to  be  transmitted  with  the  Said  Tickets  to  the  Managers  as  soon 
a  possable  after  Said  Second  Wednesday  who  are  to  lodge  the  Same  in  the  Treasurers 
office  as  heretofore  directed. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  Oct'.   5'.  1779.  Read  &  Concurred  John  Aveuy    D  Se" 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  224, ;;.  279. 

This  resolve  was  published  by  the  managers,  who,  at  the  same  time,  earnestly  requested 
their  agents  for  the  sale  of  tickets  to  exert  themselves  in  the  sale,  and  to  punctually  return 
unsold  tickets.  Holders  of  benefit-tickets  in  the  former  classes,  were  also  urged  to  apply, 
speedily,  for  payment. 

The  drawing  of  the  fom'th  class  was  postponed  by  the  following  resolve  f:  — 

"State of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Nov^   30.>i  1779 

It  being  Represented  to  this  Court,  by  the  Managers  of  this  States  Lottery  that  by  rea- 
son of  of  the  multiplicity  of  publick  Busness  in  which  they  have  Necessarily  Ijeen  Ingaged 
it  will  be  out  of  their  power  to  be  ready  to  proceed  to  the  Drawing  the  fourth  Class  of  Said 
Lottery  at  the  time  which  has  been  sett  for  that  purpose  and  allso  that  a  Consideralile 
Number  of  Tickets  Still  remains  unsold —  Therefore  Resolved,  that  the  Manegers  afore- 
said be  &  they  hereby  are  directed  to  postpone  the  drawing  the  fourth  Class  of  Said 
Lottery,  until  the  26th  day  of  January  Next  — and  all  persons"  Intrusted  with  Tickets  in 
said  Class  for  Sale  are  Directed  to  Observe  the  orders  heretofore  given  them  Respecting  the 
Sealing  up  &  retiu-ning  Tickets  to  the  managers  Should  any  Remaine  unsold  at  the  Time 
now  ordered  for  Drawing  —  and  it  is  Further  Resolved  that  the  managers  afforesaid  be  & 
they  hereby  are  directed  to  Suspend  Carying  on  any  more  Classes  of  Said  Lottery  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock     Spk'' 

In  Council  Novcm  r   30'.^  1779  Read  &  Concurred         John  Avery    D  Sec>' 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  vol.  225,  p.  141. 

This  postponement  was  immediately  advertised  by  the  managers,  who  again  urged  the 
drawers  of  prizes  in  the  former  classes  to  apply  for  the  same,  as  it  would  not  be  "  in  the 
power  of  the  managers  to  pay  off  any  prize  in  the  first  class,  unless  applied  for  before  the 
15th  day  of  January  next." 

The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  the  "  Independent  Chronicle,"  of  Jan.  13, 
1780 :  — 

"The  Managers  of  the  Massa- 
chuselts  Lottery  hereby  informs  the  Public,  that  they  intend  Drawing  the  Fourth  and 
last  Class  of  said  Lottery  on  the  26th  of  this  Month,  at  the  Selectmens  Room  in  Faneuil- 
Hall. 

(J^^A  few  Tickets  maybe  had  of  the  respective  Managers,  if  applyed  for  within  14 
Days,  and  not  afterwards.  Boston,  Jan.  12,  1779."  + 


*  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  sesBion,  cbapCer  CLIX. 
t  Ibid.,  November  eession,  chapter  XCIX.  t  Sic:  1780. 
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The  following  resolve*  was  passed,  to  enable  the  managers  to  close  their  accounts  of  re- 
ceipts and  payments  in  the  first  class :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  —  March  24,  1780 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Court  that  the  Managers  of  this  States  Lottery  have  a 
number  of  Prizes  di'awn  in  the  first  Class  of  Said  Lottery  which  have  not  been  de- 
manded and  the  time  for  the  payment  of  which  (according  to  said  Managers  puljlication) 
is  Explored  —  therefore  Resolved  that  the  Managers  afores<J  Ije  &  t-hey  hereby  are  di- 
rected to  pay,  into  the  publick  Treasury  of  this  State  all  prizes  drawn  in  the  first  Class  of 
Said  Lottery  which  have  not  been  demanded  Takeing  Two  Recipts  for  the  Notes  &  Money 
so  paid  which  tlie  Treasurer  is  hereby  Dn-eeted  to  give  Specifying  the  number  &  Vallue  of 
Each  one  of  \vhich  Recipts  to  be  Lodged  in  the  Secratarys  office  and  the  said  Managers 
are  hereby  Directed  to  proceed  in  Like  Manner  with  any  prizes  of  the  other  three  ( 'lasses 
when  the  time  shall  Expier  for  the  payment  thereof  Such  prizes  being  deemed  as  Gener- 
ously given  to  the  State 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  March  24.'  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Secy 

Consented  to"  — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  vol.  226,  p.  321. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter,  which  made  provision  to  enable  the  state  treasurer  to  pay  the 
prizes  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  drawn  in  the  fourth  and  last  class  of  this  lottery,  had 
been  read  three  times,  in  the  House,  May  2,  1780,  when  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  On  the  same  day  it  was  passed  by  the  Council, 
in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  and,  on  the  next  day,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and 
was  consented  to,  and  signed  by  fifteen  councillors. 

Chap.  46.  John  Adams  claimed  to  have  first  suggested  the  formation  of  the  dis- 
tinguished society  incorporated  by  this  chapter,  in  the  course  of  a  conversation  with  the 
R.ev.  Dr.  Samuel  Cooper,  at  a  dinner  given  in  1779,  by  the  corporation  of  Harvard  College, 
in  honor  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  the  French  ambassador,  and  his  suite.  In  the 
Lile  and  Works  of  Mr.  Adams,  edited  by  his  grandson,t  may  be  found  his  recollections 
on  this  subject  after  the  lapse  of  thirty  years.  Ho  there  describes  how  he  enlisted  the  ser- 
vices of  Dr.  Cooper,  in  propagating  "tlie  idea  and  the  plan";  which,  he  adds,  was  done 
so  effectually,  "  that  the  first  Legislature  tinder  the  new  Constitution  adopted  and  estab- 
lished it  by  law."  However  just  this  claim  may  be,  it  is  clear  that  Mr  Adams  was  mis- 
taken in  his  recollection  of  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act.  What  is  more  interesting, 
however,  is  Mr.  Adams's  assertioii  that  the  contemplation  of  the  formation  of  such  a 
society,  inspired  him  to  propose  the  second  section  of  chapter  five  of  the  Constitittion  of 
the  Commonwealth,  —  a  clause  which  has  been  fruitful  of  consequences  most  important 
and  most  creditable  to  the  statej 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  appears  to  have  been  brought  in  on  motion,  without  a  petition  or 
previous  commitment.  It  was  read  a  fi'st  time,  in  the  House,  Dec.  15,  1779,  and  a  second 
and  third  time,  on  the  two  succeeding  days.  On  the  I7th,  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
and  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence,  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Parsons,  Phillips,  Baldwin,  Tudor  and  Dawes. 

In  the  Council,  it  was  immcdiitely  read,  and  the  22d  was  assigned  for  the  second  read- 
ing. On  the  31st,  it  was  read  a  second  tune,  in  Council,  and  referred  to  a  joint  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Thomas  Cushing  and  Timothy  Danielson,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs. 
Wales,  Dawes  and  Walley,  of  the  House,  who  were  ordered  to  take  the  bill  into  conside^-- 
ation,  "and  report,  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
thereon." 

What  further  disposition  of  this  bill  was  made  between  Dec.  31,  1779  and  April  10, 
1780,  has  not  been  discovered,  on  account  of  the  loss  of  t'ue  House  Journals  during  that 
period;  but  on  the  day  last  mentioned,  it  appears  to  have  been  in  charge  of  a  committee 
of  the  Council,  and,  on  the  21st,  to  have  had  its  first  reading  in  that  branch.  On  the  22d, 
the  committee  of  the  Council,  to  which  the  subject-matter  of  the  bill  had  been  referred, 
reported  the  bill  in  a  new  draught,  which  being  sent  down  to  the  House  on  the  24th,  was 
then  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  I'ead  again  on  the  twenty-seventh.  On  the  25th, 
a  joint  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Parsons,  Osgood  and  Tudor,  of 
the  House,  and  "Timothy  Danielson  and  Timothy  Edwards  of  the  Council,  "to  consider 
and  report  a  list  of  names  proper  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill,  *  *  to  be  inserted  in  alpha- 
betical order"  On  the  27th,  this  committee  reported,  in  Council,  a  list  of  names  identical 
with  those  of  the  corporators  named  in  the  act,  with  the  addition  of  the  names  of  John 
Pitts  and  Artemas  Ward,  which,  however,  were  cancelled  in  the  report. 

The  bill,  with  the  names  inserted,  had  been  read  three  times,  in  the  House,  on  the 
second  day  of  May,  when  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  Council, 
for  concurrence'.  On  that  day,  it  was  read,  in  the  Council,  and  was  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
in  concurrence,  on  the  3d.  On  the  4th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  both  branches,  and 
was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Academy  was  held  in  the  philosophy  chamber  of  Harvard 
College  (as  required  by  the  act).  May  30,  1780,  upon  the  call  of  James  Bowdoin,  which 
was  duly  advertised  in  the  public  newspapers.  James  Bowdoin  was  chosen  president, 
Caleb  Gannett,  secretary,  and  Ebenezer  Storer,  treasurer,  "  until  the  next  meeting."    At 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LXVII.  t  Vol.  IV.,  p.  259,  note. 

X  Ou  the  2l8t  of  March,  1776,  a  resolve  was  pasBcd  in  the  Contineutal  Congress  recommending 
to  the  "  assemblies,  convcntionB,  and  councils  or  committees  of  safety"  of  the  several  colonics  to 
"  take  the  earliest  measures  for  erecting  and  ostabljehing  in  each  and  every  colony,  a  society  for  the 
improvement  of  agriculture,  arts,  manufactures  and  commerce,  and  to  maintain  a  correspondence 
between  such  societies,  that  the  rich  and  numerous  natural  advantages  of  this  country  for  sup. 
porting  its  iuhabitauts  may  not  be  neglected." 
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this  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed,  "  to  agree  upon  the  names,  number  and  duties 
of  the  several  officers,"  of  the  Academy ;  to  prepare  rules  and  by-laws ;  to  determine  the 
times,  places  and  manner  of  convening  the  fellows,  and  the  number  that  should  consti- 
tute a  quorum;  to  devise  a  common  seal;  to  consider  for  what  causes  fines  should  be 
imposed,  and  the  amount  thereof;  and  to  report  their  proceedings  at  the  adjournment  of 
the  meeting. 

At  the  next  meeting,  by  adjournment,  tlae  above-named  committee  made  a  report, 
which  was  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  committee  of  three,  who  were  directed  "  to 
make  report  at  the  next  meeting."  The  officers  elected  at  the  first  meeting  were  con- 
tinued in  place  until  the  next  meeting.  At  this  meetins,  also,  the  business  of  the  Acad- 
emy was  begun,  by  contributions  to  the  library  and  cabinets. 

At  the  next  meeting,  held,  by  adjournment,  on  the  30th  of  August,  a  code  of  statutes 
was  reported,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  second  article  in  the  eighth  chapter,  was  ac- 
cepted and  adopted.  The  following  officers  were  cbosen  by  ballot,  at  this  meeting: 
James  Bowdoin,  president;  Samuel  Cooper,  vice  president;  Caleb  Gannett,  recording 
secretary;  Joseph  Willard,  corresponding  secretary;  Stephen  Sewall,  vice  treasurer; 
James  VVinthrop,  cabinet  keeper.  At  the  same  time  Thomas  Cushing,  Henry  Gai'dner, 
John  Hancock,  Samuel  Laugdon,  John  Lowell,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Phillips  Payson, 
James  Warren,  Edward  Wigglesworth  and  Samuel  Williams,  were  chosen  councillors. 

After  the  appointment  of  committees  to  secure  rooms  in  Boston,  and  to  provide  for  ac- 
curate observation  of  the  solar  eclipse  in  October  following,  Thomas  Cushing  was  author- 
ized to  administer  to  the  president,  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  statutes  of  the  Academy, 
and  the  meeting  was  dissolved 

No  seal  was  adopted  until  1785,  though  Samuel  Mather  had  offered  a  design  for  one, 
more  than  two  years  before.  Mather's  device  has  not  been  preserved;  but  from  the 
tenor  of  his  letter*  to  Bowdoin,  dated  Jan  14,  1783,  in  which  a  sketch  of  it  was  enclosed, 
it  may  be  inferred  that  it  differed  widely  from  the  device  finally  adopted. 

The  seal  adopted  by  the  Academy,  but  without  the  circumscription  "  Sigillum 
Academi;e  Artium  et  Scientiauum  Americans,"  appears  as  a  vignette,  on  the  title- 
page  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy,  and  is  fully  described  in  the 
volume. 

"  The  fellows  residing  in  Cambridge,"  were  authorized  to  perfect  the  device  of  this 
seal,  Jan.  26,  1785  —  they  having  previously  reported  a  device,  agreeably  to  instructions, 
and  two  other  devices,  with  an  explanatory  letter,  having  been  received  from  Dr.  Benja- 
min Waterhouse.  The  records  of  the  Academy  show  that  on  the  24:th  of  August,  1785, 
a  seal  had  "  been  executed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Callender,  appointed  for  that  purpose,"  and 
that  he  was  paid  therefor,  the  sum  of  nine  pounds. 

Chap.  47.  The  enumei'ation  of  the  articles,  as  originally  drawn,  of  the  first  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  France  and  the  United  States,  which  was  concluded  Feb. 
6,  1778,  was  subsequently  changed,  by  the  omission  of  the  original  eleventh  and  twelfth 
articles,  upon  the  application  of  Congress,  which,  by  a  resolve  passed  the  day  after  it  had 
unconditionally  ratified  the  treaty,  instructed  the  commissioners  wlio  represented  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  "to  use  their be.^t  cndL,'avors  to  procure  the  abolition 
of"  these  articles.  The  objectionable  articles  were,  accordinsjly,  suppressed,  Sept.  1,  1778, 
by  order  of  the  king,  who  declared  it  to  be  his  intention,  "  that  they  be  considered  as 
having  never  been  comprehended  in  the  treaty,"  etc. 

On  the  fourth  of  November,  Congress  ordered  three  hundred  copies  of  this  treaty  to  ba 
printed,  for  distribution ;  and,  as  tidings  of  the  edict  annoimcing  the  alteration  had  not 
then  arrived  in  the  United  States,  this  impression,  which  appears  to  have  been  referred 
to  by  the  committee  that  reported  the  bill  of  this  chapter,  contained  all  the  original  arti- 
cles,—  the  thirteenth  of  which  (as  stated  in  the  preamble  to  this  chapter,  or  the 
eleventh,  in  the  amended  treaty,  and  as  stated  in  the  resolve  of  Conirress,  and  in  the 
circular  letter  from  President  Huntington)  is  quoted,  at  length,  in  the  following  preamble 
to  the  resolve  of  Congress,  also  giveii  below  :  — 

"  On  motion  of  the  committtee  for  foreign  affairs.  Congress  came  to  the  following 
resolution ; 

Whereas  by  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  hia 
Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  it  is  provided  '  tbat  the  sub- 
jects and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  notice  reputed 
aubains  in  France,  and  consequently  shall  be  exempted  from  the  Droit  d'Aubaine,  or 
other  similar  duty  under  what  name  soever :  they  may  by  testament,  donation  or  other- 
wise, dispose  of  their  goods,  moveable  and  immovealile,  in  ftivour  of  such  persons  as  to 
them  shall  seem  good,  and  their  heirs  subjects  of  the  said  United  States,  residing,  whether 
in  France  or  elsewhere,  may  succeed  them,  ab  intestat,  without  being  obliged  to  obtain  let- 
ters of  naturalization,  and  without  having  the  effect  of  this  concession  contested  or  im- 

*  The  following  is  an  extract  from  this  letter :  — 

"I  find,  that  every  Member  of  the  Academy  of  the  Naiuroi  Ouriosorum  has  a  Gold  Ring,  in 
which,  in  the  Room  of  a  Gem,  is  an  open  Boob,  in  the  Face  of  which  is  an  Eye  illustrated  from 
Rays  out  of  a  Oloud:  And,  on  the  other  Part,  is  the  Academical  Motto  nuiiquam  olionus:  From 
both  Sides  of  the  Book,  there  ly  Serpents  rolled  about  the  Circle  and  holding  their  Tail  in  their 
Mouth.  These  Rings  worn  by  the  Members,  it  is  said,  arc  not  so  much  for  the  Ornament  of  their 
Order,  as  for  an  Excitement  seriously  and  faithfully  to  perform  their  Office. 

1  do  not  see  Cause  to  recommend  such  a  Custom:  But  as  it  seems  proper  for  our  Academy  to 
have  a  proper  Seal,  and  I  have  understood,  that  there  lias  been  some  Discoursing  about  it  ;  if  there 
has  not  yet  been  any  Proposal  offered  as  to  this  Matter,  I  would  beg  Leave  to  propose  the  Form  of 
one,  which  may  possibly  be  judged  not  unsutable:  And  it  is  hero  inclosed  for  the  Notice  and  Oon-> 
sideration  of  the  Academy." 
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peded  under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  prerogatives  of  provinces,  cities  or  private  persons : 
and  the  said  heirs,  whether  such  by  particular  title  or  ah  intcstat,  shall  be  exempt  from  all 
duty  called  Droit  d'Detraction,  or  other  duty  of  the  same  kind;  saving  nevertheless  the 
local  rights  or  duties  as  much  and  as  long  as  similar  ones  are  not  established  by  the 
United  States  or  any  of  them.  The  subjects  of  the  Most  Christian  King  shall  enjoy,  on 
their  part,  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said  states,  an  entire  and  perfect  reciprocity  relative 
to  the  stipulation  contained  in  the  present  article ;  but  it  is  at  the  same  time  agreed,  that 
its  contents  shall  not  affect  the  laws  made  or  that  may  be  made  hereafter  in  France, 
against  emigrations,  which  shall  remain  in  all  their  force  and  vigor;  and  the  United 
States,  on  their  part  or  any  ot  them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  enact  such  laws  relative  to  that 
matter  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper.' 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  United  States  to 
make  provision,  where  not  already  made,  for  conferring  like  privileges  and  immunities  on 
the  subjects  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  agreeable  to  the  form  and  spirit  of  the  above 
recited  article."  — Journals  of  Congress:  Jan.  14,  1780. 

This  resolve  was  communicated.with  a  letter  from  which  the  following  is  extracted :  — 

"Philadelphia  Jany  18.  1780 

Sir,    You  will  receive  herewith  enclos'd  two  acts  of  Congress  of  the  13""  &  H""  Inst. 
•  *  *  * 

The  other  act  of  the  14">  Instant  recommending  the  Legislature  of  the  several  United 
States  to  make  provision  when  not  already  made  for  conferring  like  privileges  &  Immu- 
nities on  the  Subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  as  are  granted  to  the  Subjects  and 
Inhabitants  of  these  United  States  by  the  recited  Articles  in  the  Treaty  of  Amity  &  Com- 
merce will  no  doubt  be  chearfully  complied  with  by  each  of  the  States 

His  most  Christian  Majesty  as  soon  as  the  Treaty  became  known  published  an  Eddct 
con[t'ormable  ?*]    to  that  Article    exempting    the    [subjects  &?  *J    Inhabitants    of    the 
United  States  from  the  Droit  d'  Aubai[ue*]  &? 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  every  Sentiment  of  respect 

Sir  your  hble  Servt  Sam.  Huntington    President 

The  President 

of  the  Council  of  Massachusets  Bay." —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  202,  p.  25. 

The  message  of  the  Council,  at  the  opening  of  the  fourth  session,  contained  the  follow- 
ing passage :  — 

"  The  Secretary  will  also  lay  before  you  a  Letter  of  the  18  of  January  last  enclosing  a 
Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  13  for  the  Regulation  of  Prisoners  of  War;  and  a  Resolu- 
tioTi  of  the  12  of  January  recommending  that  Provision  be  made  for  Conferring  like  Privi- 
ledges  and  immunities  on  the  Subjects  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  within  this  State  as 
arc  granted  to  the  Subjects  of  tbe  United  States  of  America  within  the  Kingdom  of  France 
Agreable  to  the  Eleventh  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity  &  Commerce 

These  Resolutions  are  important,  the  one  as  it  may  respect  the  more  speedy  enlarge- 
ment of  Unfortunate  men  in  Capiivity,  and  the  other  as  it  will  afford  us  an  opportunity  of 
testifying  our  Regard  to  the  Interest  of  that  Prince  with  whom  tbe  United  States  have 
formed  so  happy  a  Connection." —  Ibid.,  vol.  158,  p.  164. 

On  the  22d  of  March  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  IMessrs.  Adams  and  Dan- 
ielson,  of  the  Council,  and  Warren,  Ficcman  and  Greenlcaf,  of  the  House,  to  take  the  fore- 
going resolve  of  Congress  into  consideration,  "and  to  brmg  in  a  bill  for  said  purpose." 
On  the  25th  of  April,  this  committee  was  changed,  by  the  substitution  of  Messrs.  Parsons 
and  Phillips,  for  Messrs.  Warren  and  Freeman,  wlio  were  absent,  and,  on  the  29th,  the 
bill  of  this  chapter  was.  read  twice,  in  Council,  and  was  there  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
sent  down  for  concurrence.  On  the  3d  of  May,  the  bill,  having  been  read  three  times, 
in  the  House,  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  witli  eight  amendments,  by 
which,  "or"  was  substituted  for  "and,"  as  the  fifth  word  of  the  title;  and,  in  the  pre- 
amble, "one"  was  inserted  in  the  fourth  line,  "duty,"  in  the  sixteenth  line,  and  "and 
that,"  at  the  beginning  of  a  sentence  in  the  eighteenth  line ;  while  in  the  same  line,  "  one  " 
was  stricken  out  between  "any"  and  "of,"  and  "pretence"  was  changed  to  "pre- 
text," in  the  thirteenth  line,  and  "present"  changed  to  "said,"  in  the  twenty-first  line. 
By  these  amendments,  also,  the  words  "  to  the  contrary,"  in.the  last  line  of  tlie  act,  were 
inserted.  The  Council  promptly  concm-red  in  these  amendments,  and  on  the  5th  of  May, 
the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  48.  The  following  letter  from  Major  Thomas  Edwards,  the  commanding  officer 
at  Rutland,  was  read,  in  Council,  Sept.  21,  1779,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Moses  Giil,  of  the  Council,  and  Colonels  Hyde  and  Sparhawk,  of  the  House :  — 

"Rutland,  Sepf.  14th  1779 

Sir  —  I  had  the  Honor  of  witing  to  you,  for  the  Information  of  the  llonble  Council, 
some  short  time  since,  respecting  a  Deserter  from  Colo  Henry  Jackson's  Regiment  being 
liberated  from  Goal,  &  also  of  there  being  a  Number  of  Deserters  about  in  the  Neigh- 
bouring Towns  :  —  since  which  I  have  been  inform'd  that  thei'e  a  Number  in  Murraysfield, 
where  they  determine  to  defend  themselves  in  Case  any  Attempt  is  made  to  apprehend 
them  —  of  this  I  inform'd  the  Hotible  Gen'.  Gates,  who  directed  me  to  represent  the  matter 
to  the  Hoiible  Council,  who,  he  added,  no  Doubt  would  give  Orders  to  the  Brigadier  of 
the  County  &  the  Committee  of  the  Town  to  cause  tljem  to  be  apprehended  &  sent  to  theu: 
Regiment  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  llespect 

Yl  Honor's  Most  Obcd'.  Serv' 

T.  Edwards." —  Mass.  Archives, 
vol.  224,  p.  99. 

*  Manuscript  mutilated. 
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The  above-named  committee  reported  a  resolve,  which,  with  the  action  thereon  of  the 
two  branches,  was  as  follows :  — 

"  On  the  Memorial  of  Majr  Thomas  Edwards,  Praying  the  Aid  of  this  Court;  for  Ap- 
prehending  &■  Secm-ing  Deserters. 

*  Whereas  ithag  been  Represented  to  this  Court  by  Majr  Thomas  Edwards,  Command- 
ing officer  at  Rutland  that  there  are  a  Number  of  Deserters  from  the  Continental  Army, 
Now  at  Mm-rylield  in  the  County  of  Hampsbu-e  who  Refuse  to  join  their  respective  Corps. 

Therefore  Resolved,  that  Elisha  Porter  Esq"".  Sherriff  of  the  County  of  Hampshire,  be 
and  he  hereby  is  directed  imediately  to  repair  to  Murryfield  in  the  said  County  of  Hamp- 
shire, there  to  Apprehend  and  Secure  any  Persons,  Soldiers  in  the  Continental  Army, 
which  may  be  found  in  said  Town  of  murryfield,  or  any  of  the  Adjacent  Towns  in  said 
Coxmty,  not  having  leave  of  Absence  for  their  Commanding  officer,  and  having  so  Secured 
them,  to  march  tliem  forthwith  to  Rutland  in  the  County  of  Worcester  under  Such  a 
Guard  as  he  may  Judge  Proper  And  there  deliver  them  Oner  to  ttic  said  Thomas  Ed- 
wards to  be  by  him  Conveyed  to  their  respective  regiments 
In  Council  Sep  j  25'.  1779    Read  &  Accepted 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  25  — 1779    Read  &  concurrd 

John  Hancock    Spk» 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  100. 

Four  days  later,  the  following  resolvef  was  passed,  for  the  capture  of  deserters  who  had 
recently  passed  muster,  but  who  had  not  marched  to  join  the  army :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept  29.  1779 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Court  that  a  number  of  Soldiers  have  deserted 
from  the  Superintendents  of  several  Counties  within  this  State.  ' 

Resolved,  That  every  Superintendent  from  whom  any  Soldiers  have  deserted  be  di- 
rected &  he  is  hereby  directed  to  advertize  them  in  one  of  the  Boston  News  Papers  and 
offer  a  Reward  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  &  all  reasonaljle  Expences  for  each  of  them  who 
may  be  taken  and  secured  in  any  of  the  Goals  in  the  United  States,  or  deliver'd  to  him  — 
Sent  up  for  ConcmTence  John  Hancock    Spk"' 

In  Council  Septemy  29'|i  1779  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Seo' 

Consented  to  "  — [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  160 

In  the  note  to  chapter  29,  p.  1281,  antp,  mention  is  made  of  the  claim,  by  some  who  had 
enlisted  to  serve  during  the  war,  to  a  discharge  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  of  service  of 
the  "three-years'  men,"  and  of  the  foundation  of  this  claim.  So  many  of  these  men  had 
left  the  army  by  the  end  of  the  winter  of  1779-80,  as  to  alarm  all  patriots  in  and  out  of 
the  army,  and  to  cause  the  following  application  to  the  Legislatm-e,  for  more  adequate 
provision  for  officers  engaged  in  arresting  and  returning  deserters  :  — 

"  Boston  March  20th  1780 

Sir  Inclosed  is  a  list  of  forty  four  Deserters  from  my  Regiment,  wliich  I  have  lately 
recieved  from  the  commanding  Officer,  now  in  Camp  —  and  thero  is  the  greatest  reason 
to  believe,  that  the  Men  bourn  on  this  list,  are  now,  or  have  not  long  since  tjeen  in  the 
Towns  which  are  said  to  be  their  usual  places  of  Residence —  By  observing  the  Dates, 
so  far  as  they  could  be  ascertained,  you  will  see  that  some  have  been  long  absent  from  the 
Regiment,  and  others  have  left  it  since  the  Retm'ns  were  made  out  for  the  Settlement  on 
Account  of  the  Depreciation  of  the  Currency 

It  is  not  unlikely  the  other  Regiments  from  the  State  have  suffered  by  Desertion  nearly 
in  the  same  proportion  with  mine ;  and  tho'  it  is  possible,  that  in  some  Instances  the  People 
have  been  imposed  on  by  forged  Furloughs  and  Discharges :  yet,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  a 
general  Neglect  seems  to  have  taken  place  with  regard  to  apprehending  Deserters;  espe- 
cially in  the  townot  Northiimpton,  where  a  Number  from  my  Regiment  reside,  who  appear 
puljlickly  and  are  known  to  be  Deserters,  Notwithstanding  which  no  measures  arc  taken 
to  secm-e  them —  I  canot  say,  whether  this  Neglect  arises  from  an  Opinion  which  seems? 
to  prevail  among  the  People,  that  no  Deserter  is  liable  to  Punishment  or  under  any  Obli- 
gation to  compleat  his  time  of  Service  in  the  Anny ;  unless  he  is  taken  up  before  the  term, 
for  which  he  inlisted,  expu-es;  or  whether  it  is  because  no  provision  is  made  by  this  Stats 
(which  I  am  told  is  the  Case)  for  the  subsistence  of  Deserter!^  in  Prison  or  to  defi'ey  the 
expences  of  conducting  them  to  Camp,  in  case  they  are  npprehendcd 

But  perhaps  it  will  be  asked  why  some  continental  Officers  are  not  directed  to  apprehend 
those  Deserters  —  to  which  I  would  Ireg  leave  to  answer,  that  tho  provision  maile  by  the 
Public,  for  the  Expences  of  Officers  on  such  Commands,  is  no  more  than  three  Dollars  per 
day,  and  by  the  Articles  of  War  no  stoppages  from  tho  Soldier  can  exceed  the  one  half 
of  his  continental  Pay,  by  which  means  an  Officer  stands  no  chance  of  being  indemnified 
for  any  considerable  part  of  his  necessarj'  expences,  and  must  therefore  be  sui)posed  to 
undertake  such  Service  very  reluctently  — 

From  these  considerations  I  am  led  to  conclude  (unless  some  more  effectual  Measui'es 
are  adopted  by  this  State)  that  very  few  Deserters  will  be  made  to  return  to  their  Regi- 
ments :  Nevertheless,  as  many  of  these  Men  were  engaged  during  tho  War,  and  others 
have  a  considerable  part  of  the  Term  for  which  they  inUsted  yet  to  serve,  if  they  could  lie 
obliged  by  any  Means  to  Join  their  respective  Regiments,  not  only  (no  many  Evils,  which 
attend  the  Neglect  of  apprehending  Deserters,  would  be  removed ;  But  it  would  be  a  very 
great  saving  to  the  State,  as  the  Number  would  make  up  a  considerable  part  of  the  Re- 
crmts  now  wanted  — 

In  case  the  Honorable  Court  should  think  proper  to  take  any  further  Measures  to 
remedy  the  Evils  pointed  out;  I  would  bog  leave  to  suggest,  whether,  if  a  general  Pardon 
from  his  Excellency  should  take  place,  it  would  not  be  a  further  Inducement  to  Deserters 
to  return,  for  this  State  to  make  Provision,  that  all  Deserters'  who  return  to  their  Regi- 
ments and  serve  out  the  term  of  their  Inlistment,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  Benefit  of  the 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LXXXI.  t  Ibid.,  chapter  CIV. 
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Resolve  of  Court  for  making  good  the  Depreciation  of  the  Currency.  Also  whether,  it 
would  not  bo  a  Means  of  detecting  many  others,  if  the  County  Muster  Masters  and  some 
faithful  Malitia  OfBccrs  in  each  town  were  furnished  with  descriptive  ^w<s  in  alphabetical 
Order  of  the  Deserters  from  each  Regiment,  as  many  of  those  who  have  recievcd  the 
public  Money  and  deserted,  will  offer  themselves  to  be  again  mustered  as  Recruits  pro- 
vided they  can  recieve  a  further  sum  and  escape  with  Impunity  —  and  in  case  any  regular 
Officers  are  ordered  on  the  recruiting  Service  I  doubt  not,  many  Deserters  would  be  taken 
up,  if  they  were  also  furnished  with  descriptive  Lists  from  the  several  Regiments  espec- 
ially in  or  near  the  Sea  ports  — 

As  I  am  no  less  desirous  to  detect  and  punish  those  who  desert  the  public  Service,  than 
to  reward  such  as  continue  faithful  in  it,  I  hope  my  Zeal  for  the  public  good  will  be  a 
sufficient  Apology  for  giving  you  this  Trouble  — 

I  am.  Sir,  witli  the  highest  Respect  your  and  the  Publics  most  obedient  humble  Servant — 

RuFUS  PuTMAN."  —  Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1780. 

This  letter,  which  was  directed  to  Mr.  Speaker  Hancock,  was.  read,  in  the  House,  March 
21,  1780,  and  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Page  and  Nash,  of  the 
House,  and  Danielson,  of  the  Council,  who  were  directed  "  to  consider  the  same,  and 
report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon."  On  the  next  day,  this  committee  reported  a 
bill,  which  was  then  read,  in  Council,  a  first  time,  and  was  read  again,  on  the  first  of 
April,  when  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  sent  down  to  the  House,  for  concur- 
rence. In  the  House,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  on  the  20th  of  April,  and  was  com- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Hunt,  and  Davis  of  Boston.  By  the  3d  of  May,  it  had 
emerged  from  this  committee,  and  had  been  read  three  times  in  the  House.  On  that  day, 
it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  "  as  taken  into  a  new  draught,"  and  was  sent  up  to  the 
Council,  for  concurrence,  where,  on  the  4th,  it  was  read  and  concurred  in,  with  two  amend- 
ments; one,  substituting  the  words  "  major  part,"  for  the  word  "  president,"  before  the 
words,  "of  the  Council,"  in  the  first  line  of  the  ninth  section;  and  the  other,  striking  out 
the  word  "  honorable,"  before  "  Council,"  in  the  fourteenth  line  of  the  eleventh  section. 
These  amendments  having  been  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be 
enacted,  on  the  5th,  and  was  signed  by  twelve  councilloi's,  although  the  record  shows 
that  it  was  consented  to  l)y  fifteen. 

After  the  bill  had  been  enacted,  the  House,  by  message,  proposed  to  still  further  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  major  part,"  which,  by  a  former  amendment,  had 
been  substituted  for  the  word  "  president."  This  appears  to  have  been  agreed  to  by  the 
Conncil ;  for  not  only  these  words,  but  the  words  "of  the,"  which,  in  the  bill,  precede  the 
word  "  Council,"  are  omitted  in  the  engrossment. 

With  the  exception  of  the  alterations  just  noticed,  the  bill,  as  redrawn,  corresponded 
with  the  act,  and  was,  sul)stantially,  the  same  as  the  first  draught  —  the  most  important 
ditfercnces  being  the  addition  of  the  eleventh,  twelfth  and  sixteenth  sections,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  limit  of  the  fines,  from  not  more  than  £5,000,  and  not  less  than  £3,000,  to 
the  more  moderate  scale  fixed  in  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  seventh  and  thirteenth  sections  of 
the  act.  The  more  important  of  the  minor  differences,  were  the  insertion  of  the  fifth  and 
sixth  words  in  the  title,  and  the  changing  the  words  " ship  or  vessel,"  to  "deserter  or 
deserters,"  in  the  tenth  line  of  the  fourth  section,  and  authorizing  indictments,  for  the 
recovery  of  fines,  instead  of  limiting  the  remedy  to  an  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  inform- 
ation, as  in  the  bill. 

While  the  bill  was  on  its  passage  to  engrossment,  the  following  correspondence  took 
place  between  President  Weare  of  New  Hampshire,  and  President  Powell,  by  which  it 
appears  that  the  Council  entertained  no  doubt  of  their  authority  to  incur  the  expense  inci- 
dent to  the  arrest  and  return  of  deserters  from  the  New  Hampshire  lines,  and  to  order  the 
payment  of  charges  for  the  arrest  and  return  of  deserters  from  the  Massachusetts  quota, 
wlio  should  be  found  in  New  Hampshire :  — 

"  Exeter  Apr'  29"'  1780  • 

S'.  Four  Deserters  from  the  Continental  Army  belonging  to  your  State  have  been  taken 
up  by  a  Continental  Officer,  and  Committed  to  Goals  in  this  State  Viz'.  Daniel  Sergcnt, 
David  Hill,  Samuel  Bridge,  and  Benjamin  Parker,  They  are  now  sent  under  a  Guard  to 
your  State,  as  it  is  Apprehended  that  this  is  the  only  sure  way  in  Order  to  their  being 
returnd    to  their  Duty  — 

I  have  inclosed  an  extract  from  the  Accompt  of  the  Officer  who  took  them  up,  of  the 
Expcnce  he  was  at  on  that  Account,  which  has  been  allowd.  And  paid  by  this  State; 
And  Doubt  not  but  this,  together  with  the  prison  Charges,  and  Charges  of  Conveying 
them  to  Boston,  which  the  officer  who  goes  with  them  will  lay  before  you,  will  be  Readily 
Paid  by  your  State  — 

I  Am  further  to  Request  to  be  informd,  whether  for  the  future,  Any  Deserters  belonging 
to  your  State,  that  may  be  taken  up  in  this,  shall  be  Sent  on  to  your  State,  or  Secured  in 
this.  And  how  the  Charges  shall  be  paid  — 

I  am  likwise  to  desire,  that  Desei-ters  belonging  to  this  State  May  be  taken  up  and 
Confind  In  Yours,  and  Notice  given.  And  the  Charges  thereof  shall  be  paid  by  this 
State  — 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  and  Respect 
Y'  ObV  Hum'«  Ser'. 

Meshech  Weare    PresJ 
Honbie  President  Powell."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  202,  p.  163. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Council  Chamber  May  2  1780 

Boston  May  2<i  1780 

Sir  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  29th  ult^,  &  inform  you  that 
John  Jones  Qm  &  William  Lang  Sergeant,  deliverd  one  Deserter  belonging  to  this  State 
(viz)   Sami  Bridges,  —  I  have  inclosed  a  Coppy  of  the  ace'.  Exlubited  by  the  Officer 
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aforesi  which  was  allowed  &  paid  —  and  am  to  assure  you  that  prior  Charges  will  be  paid 
when  "any  person  ai)pears  properly  authorized  to  receive  the  same  —  I  am  further  to 
request  that  if  any  Deserters  from  this  State,  presume  to  Secret  themselves  within  your 
State,  that  they  may  be  apprehended  (if  possible)  &  Confined  &that  Notice  maybe  given  to 
us,  and  the  Charges  shall  be  paid  —we  shall  observe  the  same  mode  of  Conduct  with  regard  to 
Deserters  from  tlie  Now  Hampshire  lines  — and  shall  take  the  earliest  oppertunity  to  fur- 
nish you  with  a  List  of  our  Deserters  &  should  think  it  very  proper  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  Names  of  such  as  have  Deserted  from  your  State,  to  prevent  delays  in  their  being  for- 
warded to  Camp  — 

In  the  Name  &  Behalf  of  the  Council  I  have  the  Hon""  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  your  very  Hum' Ser* —  President 

Hon'  Meshec  Weare  EsqL,"  —Ibid.,  p.  167. 

The  Council  having  complied  with  the  directions  of  the  ninth  section  of  this  chapter, 
received  the  following  acknowledgement  from  the  commander-in-chief :  — 

"  Head  Q,'f  Morris  Town  May  31  1780 

Sk  I  had  the  Honor  Three  days  ago  to  receive  your  Letter  of  the  Instant,  covering 
a  Resolve  of  your  Honourable  Assembly,  for  annexing  Col"  Jackson's  Regiment  to  the  line 
of  the  State  —  and  an  Act  for  preventing  &  punishing  Desertion  &c.  I  shall  take  an 
early  occasion  agreable  to  the  desire  of  the  Assembly,  to  an-ange  &  number  this  Regi- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  Draft  of  a  proclamation,  founded  in  the  spirit  of  the  Act 
with  respect  to  Deserters,  Copies  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  printed  and  dis- 
persed through  the  State,  if  you  think  it  proper.  This  Act  in  it's  design,  appears  well 
calculated  to  answer  the  Objects  of  it,  and  if  well  executed,  will  have  very  salutary  conse- 
quences. There  is  nothing  more  injurious  to  the  public  and  nothing  more  practised,  than 
engaging  Deserters  on  board  privateers  and  other  Armed  Vessels  —  and  our  exertions 
cannot  be  too  great  to  prevent  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  gi-eat  regard  respect 

Sir  Yr"  Most  Obed  Sert  G"  Washington 

The  Honlf  Jeremiah  Powell"  —  Ibid.,  vol.  228,  p.  168, 

This  letter  was  read,  in  both  branches,  June  10,  1780,  and  an  order  was  thereupon 
passed,  that  the  secretaiy  cause  the  proclamation  enclosed  therewith,  "  to  be  published  in 
the  several  newspapers."    The  proclamation  was  as  follows :  — 

"  By  His  Excellency  GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  Esq;  General  and  commander  in 
Chief  of  all  the  Forces  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

PROf.^LAMATION. 

Whereas  the  honorable  the  Council  and  Flouse  of  Repre'^entatives  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  by  an  Act  passed  on  the  oth  Day  of  this  Month  entitled,  '  An  act  to 
prevent  and  punish  Desertion,  and  for  apprehending  and  securing  Deserters  from  the  Con- 
tinental Army,'  hava  suggested,  among  other  things,  that  it  appeared  many  Deserters  from 
the  Battalions  belonging  to  the  State,  sensible  of  their  Folly  and  Wickedness  in  violating 
their  Oaths,  and  in  dishonorably  abandoning  the  Cause  of  their  Country,  tvould  gladly  be 
restored  to  the  Favo'ir  of  their  Fellow-Citizens,  by  a  speedy  Return  to  their  several  Com- 
panies and.  Regiments  in  the  Continental  Army  were  it  not  for  the  Apprehension  of  an 
ignominious  Punishment : 

And  whereas  the  said  honorable  Council  and  Hoi:,^  of  Rspresentatives,  have  been 
pleased  to  recommend  it  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  said  Army,  to  proclaim  a 
Pardon  to  all  Deserters  described  in  the  said  Act,  luho,  being  on  Land,  should  return  to 
tlieir  several  Companies  and  Regiments  within  three  Months  after  the  publication  of  the 
said  Act,  and  if  at  Sea,  toithin  one  Month  after  they  return  into  Port : 

In  order,  therefore,  to  remove,  on  the  one  Hand,  every  Appprehension  and  Fear  of 
Punishment  from  the  Minds  of  those  who  have  repented  of  their  base  and  wicked  Conduct, 
and  wish  to  return;  and  on  the  other,  to  prevent  all  Appearance  of  Excuse  o:i  the  Part  of 
those  who  shall  reject  the  Indulgence  herein  set  forth  —I  HEREBY  MAKE  IT  KNOWN 
TO  ALL  SOLDIERS,  of  the  Descriptions  contained  in  the  said  Act,  who  have  deserted 
from  the  Battalions  or  Companies  of  the  said  State,  serving  in  the  Continental  Army,  or 
who  were  intended  as  Ilecruits  or  Levies,  inlisted  or  detached  from  the  Mihtia  for  the  same, 
and  who  desertcdbeforeorafter  they  joined  the  Army,  that  a  FREE  AND  FULL  PARDON 
is  proclaimed  and  granted  to  them,  on  Condition  that  they  join  their  respective  Regiments 
and  Companies,  or  where  they  liad  not  been  incorporated,  surrender  themselves  to  any 
OlBcer  of  their  State,  present  with  the  Army,  within  the  Times  and  on  the  Terms  particu- 
larly limited  and  specified  m  and  by  the  said  recited  Act. 

And  being  anxious  to  save  wherever  it  is  possible,  I  further  admonish  and  warn  all 
Deserters  in  the  said  State,  belonging  to  any  Regiment,  Coq^s  or  Company  whatsoever,  in 
the  Army,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Mercy  held  forth  by  this  Proclamation,  —  and  if  tliey 
do  not,  that  they  will  reject  it  at  the  Peril  and  Hazard  of  their  Lives. 

Given  at  Head  Quarters  in  Morris  Town,  this  3lst  Day  of  May,  A  D.  1780. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
By  His  Excellency's  Command.    Rob.  H.  Harrison,  Secretary" — Independent 
Chronicle,  of  June  15,  1780. 

The  letter  of  Col.  Putnam,  which  was  the  inducement  of  the  act,  and  in  which  he  particu- 
larly complained  of  certain  residents  of  Northampton,  who  had  left  the  army  without  leave, 
excited  resentment  in  that  town,  at  the  censure  implied  in  the  provisions  of  this  chapter, 
which  the  inhal)itants,  connecting  it  with  Putnam's  charges,  underStood  to  be  intentionally 
aimed  against  some  of  their  fellow-townsmen  who,  even  if  technically  to  blame  for  their 
conduct,  they  thought  were  not  to  be  indiscriminately  classed  with  the  bounty -jumpers  and 
wilful  deserters  who  needed  to  be  pardoned  before  reinstatement.    Accordingly,  the  fol- 
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lowing  memorial  was  read  in  the  House,  June  2,  1780,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Washburn,  Osgood  and  Hastings:  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

To  the  Honoraljle  the  Council  and  the  Honorable  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  most  Iminbly  Shew 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Northampton,  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  that  in  the 
month  of  April  1777,  twelve  persons  inhabitants  of  ^^. Town,  Inlested  into  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  These  several  parsons,  as  appears  by  the  testimony  of 
many  reputable  Witnesses,  receiv'd  the  fullest  encouragement,  that  the  three  Years  Service, 
in  which  they  engag'd,  should  expire,  on  the  first  Day  of  January  1780,  particularly,  the 
several  Officers  who  at  that  Time  Commanded,  the  Company s  of  Militia,  to  which  these 
Soldiers  bclong'd,  have  testify'd  that  Colo.  Tupper,  in  a  Public  harangue  to  the  s^  Com- 
panys,  assur'd  them  that  those,  who  would  engage,  for  three  years  in  the  Continental  Ser- 
vice, would  without  question,  be  descharg'd  by  the  first  of  Jan^y  1780. — This  was  even 
urg'd  as  a  motive,  to  enduce  the  above  mention'd  persons  to  enlist.  It  was  observ'd  to 
them  that  three  months  of  the  three  years,  had  already  cxpir'd,  which  Time  they  had 
cmploy'd,  in  their  own  private  affairs.  —The  same  motive,  as  diverse  Credible  Witnesses 
have  testify'd,  was  made  use  of  to  the  same  persons,  by  Maj^  Allen  &  other  Continental 
Officers,  belonging  to  this  neighbourhood.  —  Indeed  the  officers  of  the  Companys,  of  mili- 
tia, were  requested  by  the  recruiting  Officers,  to  use  this  argument  both  in  public  &  private, 
with  the  Soldiers  of  their  respective  Companys,  to  induce  them  to  enlist.  —  From  these 
circumstances  the  persons  aforesd  ,  as  your  petitioners  conceive,  on  the  bost  grounds 
suppos'd,  the  public  faith  pledg'd,' for  their  discharge,  on  the  s"!  first  of  Jan"/ 1-780,  and 
enlisted  the  more  readily,  on  that  Account.  —  Your  petitioners  have  no  apprehension,  that 
the  above  mention'd  officers,  gave  this  encouragement,  with  any  base  or  unworthy  design, 
but  from  full  ))elief  that  it  was  well  grounded,  and  that  those  persons  who  would  then 
enlist,  would  actually  be  discharg'd,  on  the  same  first  Day  of  Janir  . —  The  Soldiers  above 
mention'd,  in  all  instances,  so  far  as  has  come,  to  the  knowledge  of  your  petitioners,  have 
acted  the  faithfull,  brave  &  gallant  part,  and  have  deserv'd  much  of  their  Country, 
for  streniously  &  honorably  difending  her  freedom,  and  that  of  mankind,  they  are  also 
dcsended  from  reputable  Familys,  and  have  sustain'd  fair  &  unblemished  characters. — 
On  the  first  of  Jan''yl780,  Acting  on  the  above  encouragement,  they  quited  the  Army,  and 
return'd  to  their  respective  homes.  —  The  Circumstances  of  this  Conduct,  so  far  as  your 
petitioners  can  Judge,  were  such  as  Evidenc'd,  the  innocence  of  their  intentions,  and  a  full 
persuasion,  that  they  claim'd  an  incontestable  right,  ground'd  on  what  they  esteem'd,  the 
faith  of  the  public,  pledg'd  by  its  well  known  officers.  —  They  left  the  Army,  as  we  have 
been  Credibly  inform'd,  after  giving  their  officers,  timely  and  sufficient  notice,  of  their 
determination,  and  the  reasons  on  which  it  was  formed. — Your  petitioners  need  not 
remark,  that  such  plain  dealing,  is  inconsistant,  with  a  Consciousness  of  guilt,  whose  uni- 
versal attendants  are  secresy  and  disguise.  —  With  this  view,  of  the  conduct  of  these  men, 
your  petitioners  cannot  but  consider  ^hem,  as  meriting  a  Character,  very  distant  from  that, 
of  common  deserters.  —  Common  sense,  as  your  petitioners  conceive,  enforces  on  the 
mind,  an  important  distinction  between  them;  and  the  Farmer  or  Mechanic,  of. the  plain- 
est understanding,  would  esteem  himself  benefited,  by  admiting  those  into  his  Family, 
and  business,  whilst  he  would  reject  these,  with  abhorance,  —  perhaps  a  discrimination, 
so  well,  so  naturally,  and  so  universally  made,  may  Justly  apply,  in  every  light,  in  which 
these  persons,  can  be  view'd,  however  public,  and  however  Interesting.  —  But  notwith- 
standing this  real,  and  well  grounded  distinction,  these  Soldiers  are  affected,  equally  with 
comon  deserters,  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  of  this  State,  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  & 
punish  Dissertion,  and  for  apprehending  and  Securing  Deserters  from  the  Continental 
Army 

To  all  the  penalties  of  this  Act,  they  arc  as  much  expos'd,  as  any  others,  however  black, 
and  ill  design'd,  their  desertion  may  have  been,  —  your  petitioners  therefore  beg  leave,  to 
represent  to  your  honors,  that  if  this  Act  should  be  suflrer'd,to  take  Effect,  and  fully  to 
opperate,  against  the  s<J  Soldiers,  it  would  occasion  great  uneasiness,  and  anxiety  in  our 
minds.  —  The  difference  between  their  Crime,  and  the  Crimes  of  deserters  in  general,  will 
as  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive,  be  evident  to  all  Men.  —  To  involve  them,  for  an 
Action  which  cannot  be  deem'd,  worse  than  an  error  in  Judgement,  in  the  same  severe 
punishment,  which  others  are  to  suffer,  for  the  blackest  offences,  will  your  petitioners 
apprehend,  be  tho't  by  the  best  subjects,  of  this  State,  to  confound  the  agrevations  of  guilty 
actions.  —  your  petitioners  humbly  submit  to  your  honors,  whether  such  effects,  may  not, 
probably  arise  from  the  opperation  of  the  s'J  Act,  in  the  Case  described,  as  would  be  un- 
justifiable, inexpedient,  and  dangrous.  —  If  your  honors  have  observ'd,  the  impressions, 
made  on  the  minds,  of  any  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  by  the  s^  Act,  who  are  in  the  cir- 
cumstances above  described,  you  will  much  better  imagine,  than  your  petitioners  can 
represent,  the  great  discouragements  its  opperation  will  be  attended  with,  to  the  recruiting 
service  and  its  tendancy  to  prevent,  those  supplys  of  men,  from  being  furnished,  which  arc 
now  most  unhappily,  pricarious  and  distant.  — 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  hope,  that  your  honors  will  consider  the  case,  of  these 
Soldiers,  with  your  usual  wisdom  and  tenderness.  —  They  are  willing  to  rejoin  their  i"e- 
spcctive  Corps,  and  to  serve  faithfully,  the  remainder  of  the  Tenn,  for  which  they  enlisted, 
in  hopes  they  may  be  restor'd,  to  all  the  advantages,  and  honors  of  good  soldiers ;  Honors 
which  they  have  not  design'd  to  forfiet.  —  After  the  extrecm  difficultys,  under  which 
the  8  d  act  must  necossaiyly  labour,  in  its  execution,  if  allow'd  to  opperate  in  all  Cases, 
and  the  probable  inexpediency,  of  its  effects,  should  be  fully  consider'd,  your  petitioners 
cannot  but  hope,  that  your  Honors,  in  your  great  wisdom,  will  devise  and  apply  some 
remidy  in  the  case  of  the  twelve  persons  above  mention'd,  And  your  petitioners  as  in 
duty  bound  shall  ever  pray.  — 
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At  a  Legal  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Northampton,  quallify'd  by  Law 
to  Vote  in  Town  affairs,  Assembled  at  the  Court  House  in  the  s'^  Town  on  Monday  the 
22  d  Day  of  May  1780.  A  Comittec  was  appointed,  to  make  a  draft  of  a  petition,  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Gen'.  Court  of  this  State,  in  behalf  of  the  twelve  persons  mention'd  in  the 
above  petition,  who  left  the  Army  on  y*  Is'  of  Jan"'  last  Voted  Unanimously  that  the 
aboTC  petition  be  accepted,  and  the  IModerator  of  this  Meeting,  is  requested,  to  Sign  the 
same  in  behalf  of  the  s<l    ToAvn,  and  forward  it  to  the  Gen'.   Court,  as  soon  as  liiay  be 

Ephraim  Weight    Moderate    ".  —  Mass.  Archives, 
vol.  22S,  p.  211.  . 

On  the  7th,  the  committee  above  named  reported  a  resolve,*  which,  together  with  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Assembly  thereon,  was  as  follows  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  7.  1780. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Northampton  setting  forth  that 
twelve  Persons  Inhabitants  of  Saia  lown  Enlisted  into  the  Continental  Army  in  the 
month  of  April  1777,  &  were  Assured  by  Continental  Officers  that  the  three  Years  Service 
in  which  they  engaged,  would  Expire,  with  Respect  to  themselves  on  the  first  of  January 
1780  upon  which  assurance  made  inconsiderately  &  without  Sufficient  Authority  the  Men 
Afore  Said  pretended  to  Claim  it  as  their  Right,  to  leave  the  Camp  on  the  afore  Said  first 
Day  of  January  &  did  accordingly  Leave  it  contrary  to  the  Express  Orders  of  their  Offi- 
cers whereby  they  are  now  become  liable  to  the  Penalties  of  an  Act  made  to  prevent  De- 
sertion, and  whereas  by  Said  Act  all  that  may  be  called  Deserters  are  indiscriminately 
Subjected  to  the  Same  Penalties  without  any  Difference  as  to  the  Degrees  of  Criminality  — 
Therefore 

Resolved  that  all  Persons  that  enlisted  into  the  Continental  Service  after  the  first  Day  of 
January  1777,  and  have  left  the  Service  without  a  regular  Discharge  and  can  give  any 
Sufficient  evidence  that  they  Supposed  their  engagements  expired  on  the  first  Day  of  Janu- 
ary 1780,  may  be  permitted  to  return  to  Camp  any  time  before  the  Sixth  Day  of  July 
next  and  Said  Persons  so  returning  shall  be  held  to  do  Duty  after  their  arrival  in  Camp  so 
long  as  to  com  pleat  &  make  up  the  full  term  of  three  Years  from  the  Date  of  theu:  Several 
.  Inlistments,  and  all  Such  Persons  as  are  above  discriljed  who  shall  comply  with  the  lenient 
Terms  of  this  Resolve  Shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  Priviledges  &  Immunities  Promised  in 
an  Act  of  this  State,  to  Such  Persons  as  have  deserted  and  shall  return  voluntarily  tj 
Camp  &  Serve  for  the  Term  of  nine  months,  besides  compleating  the  Deficiency  of  Time 
in  three  years  Service  any  Law  of  this  State  to  the  outrary  notwithstanding 

Resolved  that  a  Copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is  hereby  Desued  to  Grant  a  fuU  Pardon 
to  all  Such  Soldiers  as  shall  Strictly  comply  with  this  Resolve 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Natii   Gorham    Spea»  Pro  Tem'^ 

In  Council  June  7  1780      Read  &  nonconcurrd  S    Adams  Secr^ 

In  Council  June  15".  1780  Read  again  and  the  Board  reconsiderd  their  Vote  of  Non 
concurrence  passed  the  Seventh  Ins'^  and  Concur  with  the  Vote  of  the  Honble  House 

John  Avert    D  Sec 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .—  Ibid.,  p.  207. 

Chap.  49.  The  resolves  of  Congress,  of  March  18, 1780  (referred  to  in  this  chapter),  for 
calling  in  the  depreciated  currency,  appear  in  full  in  th°~note  to  chapter  40,  ante;f  and  the 
resolves  of  the  General  Court,  of  June  9,  1779,  establishing  the  bounties  granted,  and  fines 
ordered  to  be  paid,  in  this  chapter,  arc  explained  in  the  note  to  chapter  30,  ante.l  The 
occasion  for  calling  the  militia  into  service  (to  defray  the  expense  of  which  the  former 
tax  was,  in  part,  laid),  is  also  explained  in  the  note  to  the  last-named  chapter. 

In  October,  1779,  a  fresh  call  for  recruits  was  made  on  Massachusetts,  on  receipt  of  sup- 
posed authentic  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  Count  D'Estaing,  with  his  fleet.  This  call 
was  made  liy  the  commander-in-chief,  and  requked  not  less  than  2,000  men,  as  the  Massa- 
chusetts contingent,  for  reenforcing  the  army  under  his  immediate  command. 

The  Legislatiu'e  promptly  responded  to  this  call  by  passing  a  series  of  resolves  on  the 
9th  of  October,  §  ordering  the  follo^ving  detachments  from  the  militia  of  the  several  counties 
named  below;  viz.,  Suffolk,  241  men;  Essex,  350  men ;  Middlesex,  359  men;  Worcester, 
450  men ;  Hampshire,  400  men ;  Berkshire,  200  men.  The  men  were  to  be  raised  "  by  lot, 
draft,  or  voluntary  enlistment,"  in  the  same  manner  as  under  former  calls,  and  to  serve 
"  for  the  term  of  three  months  from  the  time  of  their  joining  the  army,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged." If  a  draft  should  be  necessary,  it  was  to  be  made  from  the  train-bands  and 
alarm  lists. 

Stringent  measures  were  adopted  for  collecting  tines  of  persons  drafted  who  were  either 
physically  unable  to  serve,  or  who  should  fail  to  find  substitutes  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  being  drawn,  and  also  for  sending  recruits  to  the  appointed  places  of  rendezvous. 

The  recruits  were  to  be  formed  into  companies  of  68  men  each  ("  as  near  as  may  be  "), 
including  officers,  and  to  march  to  Claverack,  on  the  Hudson,  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 
The  men  from  Middlesex  and  Worcester  were  to  constitute  one  regiment;  the  men  from 
Suffolk  and  Essex,  another;  the  men  from  Hampshire  and  Berkshire,  another.  The  brig- 
adiers in  the  respective  counties  were  to  appoint  the  officers  of  the  companies,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  brigadiers  of  other  counties  furnishing  companies  in  the  same  regi- 
ment, were  to  appoint  field-officers  to  command  tb&  respective  regiments.  The  command- 
ing officer  of  each  of  these  regiments  was  authorized  to  appoint  an  adjutant,  a  quarter- 
master, a  surgeon  and  a  surgeon's  mate,  for  his  regiment. 

To  the  command  of  the  entire  force  thus  to  be  raised,  the  Council  were  empowered  and 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  LXV.  t  Pages  1339  and  1340. 

J  Pages  1297  and  1298-      §  Printed  resolves  of  the  September  session,  chapter  CCXXVII. 
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requested,  to  appoint  a  brigadier,  who,  in  turn,  was  to  appoint  a  chaplain  and  a  brigade- 
major,  "  for  the  service  of  the  brigade,"  and  all  these  officers  were  ordered  to  repair  to 
Claverack,  without  del^y,  "there  to  receive  the  order  of  General  Washington,  or  such 
officer  as  he  shall  appoint." 

An  ample  monthly  allowance  was  granted,  in  addition  to  the  pay  of  the  Continental 
establishment,  to  ofHcers  of  the  line,  commissioned  and  non-commissioned,  and  of  the 
staff,  and  to  the  privates  and  musicians. 

Tho  arrest  and  return  of  deserters  was  provided  for,  and  a  penalty  of  £500  ordered  to  be 
laid  upon  the  inhabitants  of  any  town,  for  every  deserter,  from  this  or  any  former  detach- 
ment, who  should  escape  the  punishment  prescribed  by  these  resolves,  by  reason  of  the 
negligence  of  "the  militia  officers,  selectmen  and  committee,  in  the  same  town."  The 
penalty  was  ordered  to  be  '-added  to  the  next  state  tax  of  such  town  or  plantation." 

No  town  was  to  receive  credit  for  any  prisoner,  or  deserter  from  tlae  enemy,  enlisted  as 
part  of  its  quota,  "either  in  their  number  of  men  raised,  or  the  money  they  may  pay  him." 

The  penalty  of  dismission  from  office  (on  being  reported  to  the  General  Court  by  the 
superior  officer),  or  of  a  fine,  according  to  their  respective  grades,  was  affixed,  by  these 
resolves,  to  the  offence  of  neglect  of  duty,  by  officers. 

Each  recruit  was  to  be  properly  armed  and  equipped, — by  himself,  if  of  sufficient  ability, 
otherwise  by  the  selectmen ;  and  a  bounty  of  £30,  besides  mileage,  was  directed  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  town  treasury  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  private,  enlisted  under 
this  call,  who  should  appear  properly  armed  and  equipped.  The  sura  of  the  bounties  so 
paid,  was  to  be  "  deducted  from  the  next  state  tax  levied  on  such  town."  For  delinquency 
in  complying  with  these  resolves  every  town  was  ordered  to  be  fined,  for  each  man  needed 
to  complete  its  quota  at  the  proper  time,  "  such  sum  as  the  General  Court  shall  here- 
after determine;  "  which  sum  was  to  be  "added  to  the  next  state  tax  of  such  town  and 
plantation." 

The  following  resolve*  was  passed  to  enable  the  General  Court  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  the  fines  incurred  by  delinquent  towns,  and  the  amount  paid  as  bounty,  to  towns,  under 
the  resolves  of  the  ninth  of  October :  — 

Mass'achusete  Bay  }    1°  t^«  House  of  Representatives  Novr  27  1779 

Whereas  the  Resolve  of  this  Court  pass'd  the  9'^  day  of  October  last  for  raising  two 
thousand  Troops  for  the  purposing  of  reinforcing  the  Continental  Army  does  not  require 
any  return  to  be  made  of  the  Troops  so  raised :  by  reason  of  which  the  Towns  who  raised 
their  Troops  cannot  receive  the  Bounty  therein  promised  nor  the  delinquent  Towns  fined 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Brigadier  Generals  in  this  State  who  were  required  by  said 
Resolve  to  raise  Troops  for  the  above  purpose ;  be  &  they  hereby  are  required  on  or  before 
the  Second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Sitting  of  this  Court  —  to  make  returns  into  the  Secre- 
tary's Office  of  the  men  so  raised  in  their  respective  Brigade,  &  also  the  apportionment 
made  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Regiment,  in  their  Brigades  on  the  respective 
Towns  in  their  said  Brigades 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spkr 

In  Council  Nov.  27'.'i  1779  Read  &  Concm-red         John  Avert    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  225,  p.  126. 

Notwithstanding  this  preparation  for  fining  delinquent  towns,  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  such  fines  were  laid  under  these  resolves.  The  fines  laid  in  the  present  chapter  were 
such  as  were  incurred  under  the  resolves  of  June  8,  1779.  The  unremitted  fines  incui'red 
under  those  resolves  by  the  delinquent  towns  of  Suffolk,  Essex,  Middlesex,  Hampshire  and 
Worcester  counties  and  by  two  towns  in  Bristol  County,  had  been  assessed  by  chapter  30, 
and  were  either  already  collected,  or  in  process  of  collection.  In  the  present  chapter,  fines 
were  laid  on  the  following  of  the  lemaining  counties ;  viz.,  Plymouth,  Barnstable  and  Berk- 
shu-e ;  and  also  on  the  remaining  towns  in  Bristol  County,  and  on  the  town  of  Oxford  in 
Worcester  County ,t  whose  fines  had  not  been  ascertained  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the 
former  tax  act.  In  the  counties  of  Dukes  and  Nantucket  no  fines  had  been  incurred, 
since  no  call  for  detachments  had  been  made  upon  the  towns  in  those  counties ;  and 
although  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Lincoln  had  been  called  upon  by  the  resolves  of 
June  9,  1779,  to  furnish  their  quota  of  men  for  this  service,  they  had  lieen  excused  from 
doing  so  by  the  resolves  of  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  which  provided  for  raising,  in  those 
counties,  a  force  of  1,200  men,  to  be  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Solomon  Lovell,  and  to 
cooperate  with  the  fleet,  and  a  train  of  artillery  under  Col.  Paul  Revere,  in  the  expedition 
against  Penobscot.  The  county  of  York  had  been  called  upon  for  three  hundred  men  to 
join  the  forces  thus  raised  in  Lincoln  and  Cumberland ;  and,  in  the  following  spring,  after 
the  failure  of  that  expedition,  all  three  counties  had  been  again  called  upon  for  700  men, 
for  the  defence  of  Penobscot,  under  tbe  command  of  General  Peleg  Wadsworth,  310  J  of 
whom  were  to  be  raised  in  York  County,  240  in  Cumberland  County  and  150  tin  Lincoln 
County. 

The  inhabitants  of  York  County,  therefore,  felt  that  they  had  an  equal  claim  to  exemp- 
tion, with  the  two  other  counties  in  Maine ;  and  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  provide,  in 
the  bill  of  this  chapter,  for  laying  fines  on  delinquent  towns  in  York  County,  Edward 
Grow,  Joseph  Prime  and  Joshua  Bragdon,  in  behalf  of  that  county,  presented  to  the 
General  Court  a  petition,  representing  that  they  "were  cheerfully  complying"  with  the 
requurement  of  the  resolves  of  Jane  9,  1779,  for  raising  nine-months'  men  (and  would  have 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XC. 

t  See  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  30,  pp.  1298  and  1299. 

X  'Two  companies,  of  fifty  men  each,  were  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Lincoln  and  York  counties, 
respectively,  by  order  of  the  Council,  Feb.  14, 1780,  and  these  numbers  are  included  in  the  above 
figures. 
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sbon  raised  their  full  complement) ,  when  they  were  suddenly  called  to  send  every  man 
they  could  hire,  or  detach  from  the  militia,  to  aid  the  forces  at  Penobscot ;  that  they  had  sup- 
posed that  they  would  be  exempt  from  fines  for  not  completing  their  quota  of  nine-months' 
men,  "as  the  other  two  counties,  in  the  province  of  Maine,  were,"  and  were  greatly  sur- 
prised at  the  intention  of  the  General  Court  to  line  them;  that  they  were  "  not  able  to  pay 
the  tax  already  laid "  on  the  county ;  and  if  the  fine  should  be  added,  it  would  greatly 
distress  them,  as  they  were  then  called  upon  for  310  men  more  for  the  defence  of  the 
eastern  parts  of  the  state,  which  call,  though  it  involved  expense,  they  were  determined  to 
comply  with;  wherefore  they  prayed  for  relief.  This  petition  was  read,  in  the  House, 
April  1, 1780,  and  referred  to  the  committee  "  on  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Hingham,"  and 
two  days  later,  the  following  resolve  *  was  passed :  — 

"  State  Massachusetts  Bay    In  house  of  Representatives  Aprill  3^   1780 

on  the  Petition  from  the  County  of  York  Praying  that  they  be  Excused  from  the  fine 
for  their  Deficiency  of  their  men  they  were  ordered  to  Raise  for  Nine  months  by  a  Resolve 
of  the  Generel  Court  Passed  the  Eighth  of  June  1779  for  the  Reasons  Set  forth  in  Said 
Petition 

Resolve''  that  the  Prayer  of  Said  Petition  be  so  far  Granted  that  Said  fine  be  Sus- 
pended for  the  Present,  and  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  Severel 
Towns  in  Said  County  be  and  they  hereby  are  Directed  to  make  Returne  into  the  Secreta- 
ries office  on  or  before  the  Second  Wednessday  of  the  Next  Sessions  of  the  Generel  Court 
of  the  Number  of  men  they  have  Raised  in  Compliance  with  the  Aforesaid  Resolve  and 
also  their  apportion  of  men  they  had  assigned  them  to  Raise  for  Penobscott  by  the  Briga- 
dier of  Said  County  by  order  of  the  Hon'>'8  the  Council  Passed  June  y«  29'''  1779.  also 
the  Number  of  men  they  actually  had  in  Service  by  land  on  Said  Expedition 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock   Spk 

In  Council  April  3^    1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sey 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].—  Ibid.,  vol.  221, p.  10. 

A  petition,  dated  April  1,  1780,  signed  by  David  Thatcher,  Solomon  Freeman  and 
Barnabas  Freeman,  representatives  of  the  towns  of  Yarmouth,  Harwich  and  Eastham, 
was  presented  to  the  General  Court,  in  which  the  petitioners  alleged  that  the  said  towns 
were  unable  to  pay  their  taxes,  much  less  their  fines,  on  account  of  the  entire  cessation  of 
the  "whale  and  cod  fishery"  —  the  business  upon  which  they  wholly  depended  for  money 
where\vith  to  pay  taxes ;  and  that  their  lands  would  not  yield  enough  to  supply  them  with 
bread  and  meat ;  whefefore  they  prayed  that  the  distressed  circumstances  of  those  towns 
may  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  they  so  far  relieved  as  to  have  the  fines  suspended 
for  the  present.    Upon  this  petition  the  following  resolve  t  was  passed  :  — 

MassaSetts  Bay  (  I"  '""^  House  of  Representatives  Ap  •  4th  1730 

On  the  Petition  of  David  Thatcher,  Solomon  Freeman  &  Barnabas  Freeman  in  behalf 
of  the  Towns  of  Yarmouth  H  arwich  &  Eastham  —  representing  the  inability  of  said  Towns 
at  present  to  pay  the  fines  which  they  have  incured  by  reason  of  a  failure  in  not  raising 
their  Nine  months  men  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  passed  June  9'^  1779 

Resolved,  That  no  fines  be  Set  upon  either  of  the  Towns  of  Yarmouth  Harwich  or 
Eastham  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  those  Towns  in  not  raising  the  men  requii-ed  of 
them  respectively  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  passed  June  the  9'h  1779  nntill  the 
further  orders  of  the  General  Court 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  April  4'h  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]  • —  Ibid.,  p.  41. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sandwich,  in  Barnstable  County,  also  (upon  the  petition 
of  their  selectmen  and  agents,  Seth  Freeman,  Micah  Blackwell  and  Sylvan  us  Nye),  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  their  town  omitted  from  the  list  of  towns  fined  in  the  act.    The  petition- 
ers represented  that  their  town  was  among  the  foremost  to  engage  in  the  Revolution,  and 
"  had  ever  atforded  to  that  cause  "  their  most  cheerful,  seasonable  and  ample  assistance," 

etc.;  that  they  had  contributed  to  the  three-years'  men  of  the  Continental  Army  their  full 
quota  of  one-seventh  of  the  serviceable  male  inhabitants,  of  which  they  had  "  at  a  very 
early  period,"  made  return  as  required  by  law;  that,  fearing  the  unfavorable  eficcts  of  the 
tardiness  of  a  neighboring  town,  they  had  kept  on  enlisting  men  until  they  had  furnished, 
and  made  proper  return  of,  eleven  more  men  than  their  quota,  for  which  they  had  ex- 
pected to  receive  credit  "  in  future  requisitions ; "  that,  though  they  had  always  "  afibrded  " 
their  "full  suppUes,  ever  since,"  until  they  were  called  upon  for  twelve  nine-months'  men 
under  the  resolves  of  Juno  9,  1779,  their  circumstances  were  such  that  they  were  only 
able,  then,  to  furnish  eight  of  the  twelve  men  called  for;  that  this  was  about  the  propor- 
tion they  had  usually  sent,  and  would  have  been  their  full  proportion  in  this  instance  if 
the  General  Court  had  not  adopted  a  new  rule  of  computation,  by  which  the  Quakers 
among  them  were  included  in  the  estimate ;  that  they  had  furnished,  about  the  time  of 
the  above  enlistment,  one  other  man,  to  serve  during  the  war,  which  they  had  supposed 
would  be  accepted  as  an  equivalent  for  the  four  nine-months'  men  in  which  they 
were  deficient,  since  the  town  of  Dartmouth  had  been  similarly  favored;  and,  moreover, 
that  the  militia  of  Sandwich  had  been  "continually  on  the  alert,  in  defence  of  our  own 
and  the  Falmouth  shores,"  in  which  service  they  had  been  obliged  to  double  their  enlist- 
ments, on  account  of  the  failure  of  other  towns  to  raise  their  quotas,  —  and  this  at  an 
expense  for  which  they  had  been  less  than  half  repaid  by  the  state ;  that  by  reason  of 
their  great  expenses  for  public  charges  they  were  greatly  reduced :  many  of  the  poorer 
sort  being  "compelled  to  part  with  their  only  cow,"  to  pay  their  taxes; — wherefore  they 

*  Printed  reaolve  of  the  March  aeasion,  obapter  OXVl.  t  Ibid.,  chapter  OXXVI. 
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prayed  that  the  town  might  not  be  fined  for  their  failure  to  raise  the  whole  number  of 
twelve  men,  which  they  believed  must  cause  them  to  "  sink  under  the  burden  of  taxes 
encreased  in  this  way." 

This  petition  was  referred,  March  31, 1780,  to  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  town 
of  Hingham,  who  made  a  report  which,  with  the  action  of  the  Assembly  thereon,  is  given 
below :  — 

"House  of  Eepresentatives  Ap.  1.  1780 

The  Committee  of  y*  House  appointed  to  consider  what  Towns  should  be  exempted 
from  Fines  in  the  present  Tax  Bill  for  not  raising  men  report  as  their  Opinion  that  the 
Committee  on  y»  Tax  Bill  be  instructed  not  to  annex  Any  Fines  to  the  Town  of  Sandwich 
for  yo  reasons  set  forth  in  the  Petition  of  sd  Town 

p'  Dani-  Thurston    p'  order 
Read  &  accepted        Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  April  4*.  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Se^ 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid., p.  35. 

A  bill  for  apportioning  and  assesssing  a  tax  of  £2,788,291  13s.  6rf.  for  defraying  the 
public  charges,  and  also  £33,444  10s.  for  the  pay  of  the  representatives,  was  read  a  second 
time,  in  the  House,  April  11,  1780.  The  previous  proceedings  upon  this  bill  have  not  been 
ascertained,  because  of  the  loss  of  the  journals  of  the  House  for  the  earlier  part  of  the 
session.  At  this  stage  an  amendment  was  offered  to  the  bill,  for  exempting  the  unim- 
proved lands  of  non-residents  from  county,  town  and  parish  taxes ;  but  this  was  rejected 
by  a  vote  of  thirty-three  to  twenty-one.  An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  at  the  same 
time  to  procure  the  insertion  of  a  clause  similar  to  if  not  identical  with  section  14  of  the  act. 
On  the  18th,  the  bill  was  recommitted,  "to  be  made  conformable  to  the  bill  which  has 
passed  the  House,  respecting  the  currency."  On  the  2d  of  May,  the  bill,  with  the  title 
changed  to  the  form  in  which  it  appears  at  the  head  of  this  chapter,  was  passed  to  be 
engrossed,  in  the  House,  after  three  several  readings,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for 
concurrence.  In  the  Council  this  bill  was  read  a  first  time  on  the  2d  of  May,  and  again, 
on  the  3d,  when  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed.  On  the  5th,  the  bill  was 
passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  enacted,  and,  according  to  the  record,  was  consented  to  by 
fifteen  of  the  Council. 

The  call  of  Congress  for  an  immediate  supply  of  money,  referred  to  in  the  resolves  •  of 
June  15,  1780,  printed  below,  was  the  following:  — 

"  On  the  report  of  a  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  the  honourable 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 

Resolved,  That  the  states  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  be  most 
earnestlv  called  on  to  collect  and  pay  into  the  continental  treasury,  immediately,  if  possi- 
ble, and  at  all  events  within  thirty  days  from  this  time,  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
special  pui-pose  hereafter  mentioned,  in  the  following  proportions;  the  payments  to  be 
credited  to  the  said  states  respectively,  on  their  quotas  of  money  due  to  the  .United  States 
to  the  first  day  of  March  last,  viz. 

«  «  «F  « 

Massachusetts  Bay,       .       .       .       .       1,794,950 
«  •  •  • 

Resolved,  That  the  money  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  be  appropriated  and  applied  to  the 
bringing  the  army  into  the  field,  and  forwarding  their  supplies,  in  such  manner  as  the  exi- 

fencies  and  nature  of  the  service  may  require." —  Secret  Journals  of  Congress :  May  19, 
780. 

The  letter  enclosing  these  resolves  of  Congress,  and  bearing  the  same  date,  contained  the 
following  urgent  appeal :  — 

"  Sir,  Congress  have  rec)  authentic  information  that  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  is 
preparing  to  send  a  powerful  Naval  &  Land  force  to  some  part  of  the  Continent  of  North 
America.  This  force  generously  calculated  either  to  produce  a  diversion  in  our  favour,  or 
to  forward  the  operation  of  our  Arms  by  being  directed  to  the  same  object,  may  either  by 
our  exertions  be  made  the  means  of  delivering  our  Country  in  the  course  of  the  Cam- 
paign from  the  ravages  of  war,  or  being  rendered  ineffectual  thro  our  supiness  serve  only 
to  sully  the  reputation  of  our  Arms,  to  defeat  the  benevolent  intention  of  our  great  Ally  & 
to  disgrace  our  Confederacy  in  the  Eyes  of  all  Europe  — 

Every  State  that  reflects  upon  the  depreciation  of  the  Currency  &  their  own  deficiency 
in  the  payment  of  their  taxes  must  necessarily  conclude  that  the  Treasury  is  exhausted  — 
The  Military  departments  are  at  a  stand  for  the  want  of  money  to  put  tliem  in  motion. 
Congress  have  no  resources  but  in  your  spirit  &  virtue,  upon  these  they  confidently  rely  — 
you  know  the  value  of  the  prize  for  which  you  contend,  nor  need  you  l)e  informed  how 
much  you  are  interested  in  a  speedy  termination  of  this  distressing  &  expensive  war. 

But  as  the  smallest  disappointment  in  the  requisitions  they  make  may  be  attended  with 
the  most  serious  consequences,  they  have  endeavoured  so  to  limit  their  demands  as  not  to 
exceed  yoiu-  power  to  comply  with  them. 

The  sum  for  which  you  are  called  upon  by  the  within  resolution  they  flatter  themselves 
you  ^vill  furnish  to  the  Treasury  by  the  fifteenth  of  June  at  furthest  without  neglecting  to 
discharge  the  orders  that  have  been  drawn  upon  you  for  the  whole  of  which,  you  will  re- 
ceive credit  on  your  account  of  taxes  duo  on  the  first  of  March  last — 

«  «  «  « 

It  may  not  be  Improper  to  suggest  to  you,  that  if  a  strict  &  immediate  collection  of  taxes 
should  be  insuflScient  to  procure  the  necessary  sums  within  the  time  limited,  it  may  per- 
haps be  more  speedily  obtained  by  Loans."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  202,  p.  184. 

*  Printed  resolTes  of  the  May  Beaaiou,  chapter  LVn. 
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This  letter  was  laid  before  the  House,  by  a  majority  of  the  Council,  at  the  opening  of 
the  General  Court,  this  year,  as  follows :  — 

"  Our  Finances  ought  to  be  Closely  attended  to  and  every  exertion  made  to  have  our 
Quota  of  Taxes  f or  tlie  Service  of  the  United  States  seasonably  Collected  &  punctually 
paid  into  the  Cuntinental  Treasury.  The  public  Exigencies  demand  our  punctual  Com 
pliance  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress  relative  to  this  Subject;  effectual  measures  should 
also  be  immediately  adopted  &  carried  into  Execution  for  procuring  our  proportion  of  the 
necessary  supplies  for  the  Army,  *  *  *  * 

Congress  in  their  Cu'cular  Letter  of  the  24"'  of  April  last  have  in  a  very  pressing  manner 
urgcd'your  attention  to  this  matter  as  well  as  a  punctual  payment  of  our  Quota  of  the 
Taxes,  they  very  justly  observe  'that  no  Period  has  occurred  in  this  long  and  Glorious 
struggle  in  which  Indecision  could  be  so  destructive  &  on  the  other  hand,  no  Conjuncture 
has  been  more  favourable  to  great  &  deciding  Efforts.'  The  Secretary  will  lay  bet'oie  you 
the  several  Letters  referred  to  as  likewise  a  Letter  just  received  from  the  President  of  the 
Congress  dated  the  19'^  May,  Inclosing  a  resolve  of  the  same  date  earnestly  calling  upon 
this  State  to  collect  and  pay  into  the  Continental  Treasury  immediately  if  possible  or  at 
all  Events  within  tlikty  days  from  that  time,  One  Million  seven  hundred  Ninety  six  thou- 
sand &  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  be  applied  solely  to  the  bringing  the  Ai-my  into 
the  Field  and  forwarding  their  Supplies  in  such  manner  as  the  Exigency  and  nature  of 
the  se]"vice  may  require 

We  earnestly  retommend  it  to  you  to  pay  an  immediate  and  unremitted  attention  to 
these  several  Matters  so  tiiat  we  may  be  prepared  to  meet  the  Enemy  and  to  Co-operate 
with  our  Allies  as  occasions  may  offer  &  Circumstances  may  require  with  Vigour  and 
Decision  through  the  Ensuing  Campaign."  —  Extracts  from  message,  June  1,  1780:  ibid., 
vol.,  158,  p.  170. 

The  following  are  the  resolves  of  the  General  Court  above  referred  to.  They  show, 
expressly,  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  passed,  and  the  order  in  which  the  several 
counties  were  requested  to  advance  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  taxes  laid  by  this 
chapter :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  14.  1780 
Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  call'd  for  an  immediate  supply  of 
money  in  the  public  Treasury,  as  indispensably  necessary  to  enable  them  to  prosecute 
their  plans  against  the  common  enemy,  in  conjunction  with  the  Fleets  and  Armies  of  the 
Allies  of  these  States  whose  arrival  is  hourly  expected ;  and  as  the  Supplies  of  men  granted 
by  the  General  Court  of  this  State,  may  prove  fruitless,  without  a  punctual  complyance 
with  this  Requisition  also  —  Therefore  Resolved  that  the  good  people  of  this  State  who 
live  in  the  Counties,  of  Suffolk,  Essex  Middlesex,  Hampshire,  Plymouth  Bristol  and 
Worcester,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  earnestly  requested  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  one  of 
the  Commissioners  hereafter  named,  A  or  of  the  Selectmen  4f  Committee  of  their  respective 
towns,  immediately  such  sums  as  may  be  about  their  respective  proportions  of  that  moiety 
of  the  tax  order'd  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next;  —  and  all 
who  have  it  in  their  power  to  advance  their  proportion  of  the  other  moiety  of  the  tax 
order'd  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  next,  are  hereby 
informed,  that  the  exigencies  of  the  public,  are  a  most  pressing  call  upon  them  to  advance 
their  proportion  of  the  second  moiety  also,  forthwith,  in  the  same  manner,  and  as  large  a 
sum  in  adition  thereto,  as  their  present  Circumstances  will  admit: — and  every  person 
complying  with  this  requisition  shall  receive  from  the  Commissioner  to  whom  his  money 
shall  be  paid,  a  Receipt  in  the  form  hereinafter  prescribed,  which  Receipts  shall  be 
received  by  the  Constables  and  Collectors  in  their  respective  districts,  in  payment  of  such 
moiety  as  shall  be  specified  in  the  said  Receipts :  — 

And  those  persons  who  shall  agreable  to  this  applycation  advance  both  moieties  of  the 
tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  respective  Constables  &  Collectors  aforesaid, 
five  per  Cent,  on  the  sum  advanced  for  the  second  moiety  aforesaid;  —  and  those  persons 
whose  Zeal  for  their  Country's  welfare  shall  prompt  them  to  advance  a  larger  sura  than 
the  amount  of  botli  moieties  of  the  tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  repaid  the  ballance  by  the  Con- 
stables and  Collectors  of  their  respective  districts  on  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  Sepf.  next, 
with  an  allowance  of  five  per  Cent.  In  both  of  the  last  mention'd  cases,  the  sum  allowed 
for  advancing  the  money  to  be  endorst  on  the  back  of  the  Receipt; 

And  the  Receipts  above  mentiond  shall  be  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  of 
the  Constables  and  Collectors  receiving  the  same  as  aforesaid,  in  discharge  of  the  tax 
aforesaid,  for  the  sums  expressed  in  such  receipts  and  the  allowance  which  was  made 
thereon 

And  the  Receipts  for  the  sums  paid  on  account  of  the  first  moiety  of  the  abovemention'd 
rate,  shall  be  in  the  form  following, 

Received  this  day  of  1780,  of  of  the  town  of  ,  in  the 

County  of  ,  the  sum  of        ,  advanced  to  Government,  on  account  of  the 

first  moiety  of  the  tax,  which  is  order'd  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  tfie  fif- 
teenth day  of  July  next.  —  Commissioner 
And  the  Receipts  for  the  sums  that  shall  be  paid  over  and  above  the  first  moiety  afore« 
eaid,  shall  be  in  the  form  following  — 

Received  this  day  of  1780,  of  of  the  town  of  ,  of  the 

County  of  ,  the  sum  of  ,  advanced  to  Government  agreably  to  a 

Resolution  of  the  Gen'..  Court  of  the  day  of  June  1780,  for  which  sum  the 

said  shall  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Sepf.  next  receive  an  allowance  of  five 

per  Cent,  and  also  the  ballances  that  shall  be  then  due  to  him,  if  any  such  shall 
remain  after  discharging  his  proportion  of  the  second  moiety  of  the  Tax  which  is 
order'd  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  next.  — 

Commissioner  — 
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And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  following  persons  be  appointed  Commissioners  to 
receive  and  give  Receipts  for  any  sums  which  may  be  advanced  as  aforesaid.  —  viz.  In 
the  County  of  Suffolk  Thomas  Walley  Esq"".  Sam'.  Henshaw  Eq''  M";  Abner  Ellis,  and 
Mr  Stephen  Stoddard. 

In  the  County  of  Essex  Mr  Sam'  Ward,  Jon".  Titcomb  Esqr  Jonathan  Webster  Esq^^ 
&  The  Honbie  Michael  Farley  Esq' 

In  the  County  of  Middlesex  The  Hon^Je  James  Prescot  Esqr  Sam'_Thatcher  Esq'^ 
Colo^  Loammi  Baldwin  Mr    Wp  Brown,  Maj"_Joseph  Hosmer*  ~ 

In  the  County  of  Hampshire  — Elijah  Hunt  Esq.  Mr^  David  Sexton  and  Mr^  Thomas 
Williston  — 

In  the  County  of  Plymouth  Mr  David  Jacobs,  Majr^Nathaniel  Goodwin  &  Cap.  Abra- 
ham Washburn. — 

In  the  County  of  Worcester  Joseph  Allen  Esqr  Will™  Dunsmore  Esqr  Lieu*  Andrew 
Parker  Mr  Ebenezr__  Waters  and  Cap.  Loring  Lincoln' 

In  the  County  of  Bristol  Edward  Pope  Esqr_Colo  Shubael  Peck  &  Sam'^Toby  Esq  — 
each  of  the  beforemention'd  Receipts  to  be  signed'  by  only  one  of  the  aforesaid  Commis- 
sioners— 

And  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  shall  forthwith  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury all  monies  by  them  received  of  any  person  as  aforesaid  —  and  each  of  them  shall 
keep  an  Account  of  all  sums  by  him  received,  and  of  whom,  and  shall  lodge  the  same  in       " 
the  Treasurers  OfBce  without  delay. 

And  whereas  it  is  of  the  highest  [consequence*]  that  the  purpose  of  this  application 
be  answer'd  with  the  utmost  possible  dispatch,  The  Selectmen  &  Committees  of  Corre- 
spondence of  the  several  towns  in  the  Counties  herein  mention'd  are  hereby  most  earnestly 
requested,  to  use  their  utmost  exertions,  that  the  monies  herein  call'd  for  may  be  collected 
&  payed  to  some  one  of  the  Commissioners  before  named,  Without  the  smallest  delay;  — 
and  when  'Tis  remember'd  what  important  services  have  been  render'd  to  the  Community 
by  these  public  OfHcers  on  past  occasions,  the  General  Assembly  have  the  fullest  confidence 
that  no  pains  will  be  spared  on  their  part,  on  this  pressing  emergency.  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  June  15'h  1780    Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  A  — 
Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avert    D  Se? 

at  A  dele  or  of  the  Selectmen  Sg  Committee  of  their  respective  Towns 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  15. 1780 

Read  &  concurred  John  Hancock    Spkr 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  — Ibid.,  vol.  228,  p.  259. 

The  following  measures  were  taken  for  the  premature  collection  of  the  second  moiety 
of  this  tax :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  22  1780 

t  Whereas  the  present  Exigencies  of  the  public,  require  a  punctual  payment  of  taxes, 
and  most  towns  in  the  State  have  advanced  and  are  advancing  their  taxes,  even  before 
the  time  required  by  law  for  their  payment, 

Resolved,  that  in  any  case  where  the  payment  of  the  first  moiety  of  the  tax  which  is 
required  to  be  discharged,  on  the  15^}  of  July  next,  shall  not  be  compleati  on  the  31^'  of 
July  next,  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby  dkccted  to  issue  his  Execu- 
tions against  all  Constables  &  Collectors  who  shall  then  be  delinquent  as  aforesaid.  — 

Resolved  that  Commissioners  be  appointed  for  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  Lincoln, 
Dukes  County  &  Nantucket,  to  take  measures  for  collecting  immediately  the  second  Moiety 
of  the  tax  which  is  order'd  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  the  15'.^  of  September  next.  — 
And  that  Sam'  Freeman  and  John  Lewis  Esqrs  be  appointed  'Commissioners  for  the 
County  of  Cumberland;  Charles  Gushing  Esqr  &  Nath'  Thwing  Esq  for  the  County  of 
liincola;  Stephen  Hussey  &  James  Athearn  Esqra  for  the  County  of  Nantucket  &  Dukes 
Coimty.  — 

And  it  is  Resolved  that  the  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  15*  in- 
stant, for  collecting  money,  as  it  designates  the  dutf  of  Commissioners  Selectmen,  Com- 
mittees of  Correspondence  and  the  Inhabitants,  and  every  other  clause  and  article  thereof, 
relating  to  every  other  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  shall  avail  and  be  observed  by 
the  Commissioners,  Selectmen,  Committee,  an  Inhalntants  of  the  said  Counties  of  Cumber- 
land, Lincoln,  Nantucket  &  Dukes  County,  (excepting  so  far,  as  said  Resolution  relates 
to  the  first  moiety  of  the  tax,  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  15y>  of  July  next)  as  fully  and 
compleatly,  as  they  might  and  would  have  done,  if  the  names  of  those  Counties  had  been 
particularly  named  in  said  Resolution.  — 

And  the  Commissioners  are  hereby  enjoined  to  convey  the  money  they  are  severally  to 
collect,  to  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  with  utmost  expedition. 

Sent  up  for  Concm-rence  John  Hancock    Spkr 

In  Council  June  21t.'»  1780       Read  &  Concurred  John  Avert    D  Sey 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].—  Ibid.,  p.  461. 
"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  24  1780 — 

JResolved  that  the  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  W^  instant,  for  collect- 
ing monies  from  the  several  Counties  therein  named,  be,  and  it  is  hereby  extended  to  the 
Counties  of  Barnstable,  York,  &  Berkshire  —  and  that  the  following  person.s  be  ai)pointed 
(commissioners  to  receive  money  and  give  receipts  for  any  sums  which  may  be  advanced, 
in  the  manner  prescril)ed  by  the  above  mention'd  Resolve  "viz ;  — 

Nathaniel  Freeman,  Esq-;  Barnabas  Freeman  Esqr  &  Capt  Edmund  Hows in  the 

County  of  Barnstable ;  John  Frost  &  the  Hon';'  Benj".   Chadboume,  Esqrs  in  ye   County 

*  Manuscript  mutilated. 
t  Pxapted  lesolvea  of  the  May  sesaion,  chapter  CXXX.  J  /bid.,  chapter  CXXIX. 
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of  York  and  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jahleel  Woodbridge  &  Gideon  Wheeler  Esq'*  County  o( 
Berkshire ;  and  every  article  and  clause  of  said  Resolve,  designating  the  duties  of  Com- 
missioners, Selectmen,  Conmiittees  of  Correspondence  and  the  iohalntants,  and  as  they  re- 
late to  eveiy  other  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  shall  avail,  and  be  observed,  by  the 
Commissioners  Selectmen,  Committees  &  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Barnstable, 
York  and  Berkshii'e,  as  fully  &  compleatly,  as  they  might  and  would  have  done,  had  the 
names  of  those  Counties  been  particularly  named  in  said  Resolve.  —  and  the  Secretary  is 
hereby  du'ected  to  forward  this  Resolve  as  also  the  Resolve  refeiT'd  to  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible to  the  several  Commissioners  in  the  several  Counties  above  mention'd  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk^ 

In  Council  June  24'.  1780  Read  &  Concm-red  John  Avery    D  Se>' 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council] .—  Ibid.,  p.  459. 

To  insure  the  prompt  collection  of  the  overdue  first  moiety  of  the  tax  laid  by  this  chap- 
ter, the  Council  appears  to  have  issued  an  oixler  which,  however,  has  not  l)eeu  discovered. 
This  order  was  reenforced  by  the  following  concurrent  resolve,*  for  hastening  the  collec- 
tion of  both  moieties  of  the  tax,  or  so  much  thereof  as  had  not  already  been  paid  into  the 
treasury :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  September  13.  1780 

Whereas  the  exigencys  of  Government  are  such  as  render  it  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  Collectors  of  Taxes  should  be  punctual  in  their  payments  of  taxes  to  the  Treasui-er  of 
this  State  at  the  time  when  said  Taxes  become  due  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  be  du-ected  and  he  is  hereby  accord- 
ingly directed  to  issue  his  executions  against  all  the  Collectors  of  taxes  in  the  Countys  of 
Suffolk  Essex  and  Middlesex  who  shall  be  deficient  in  their  payments  on  the  sixteenth  of 
October  next  for  any  taxes  that  ai'e  payable  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  of  September  in- 
stant :  and  against  the  Collectors  in  all  other  parts  of  this  State  on  the  first  of  November 
for  any  of  the  aformention''  taxes  that  may  be  due  from  them  on  that  day  — 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  nothing  contained  in  this  Resolve  shall  be  consider''  as 
repealing  the  order  of  the  Hon«  the  Councill  to  the  Treasurer  to  issue  his  executions  for 
the  taxes  due  on  the  Fifteenth  of  July  last  — 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  that  theSeeretary  be  directed  and  he  is  hereby  accordingly 
directed  to  cause  these  Resolves  to  be  imediately  publish''  in  the  Boston  and  Worcester 
News  Papers,  that  all  persons  concerned  may  be  duly  notifyed  hereof,  and  govern  them- 
selves accordingly  — 

Sent  up  for  ConcmTcnce  John  Hancock    Spk^ 

In  Council  Sep."'  13.'  1780    Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  vol.  229,  p.  23. 

Besides  the  fines  remitted  before  the  act  was  passed,  other  fines  were  subsequently 
remitted  by  resolve.  Most  of  the  towns  thus  exempted  were  in  Barnstable  County ;  thus, 
on  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Falmouth,  by  Joseph  Diniuek  its  representative,  setting 
forth  "  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  town,  and  their  inability  to  pay  the  taxes  laid  upon 
them,  much  more  then'  fines  for  deficiency  in  their  quota  of  nine-months' "  men  :  and  repre- 
senting that  the  town  had,  at  all  times,  been  ready  to  procure  their  quota  of  men,  and  had 
succeeded  in  doing  so  on  all  fonner  calls,  and  had  raided  five  of  the  eight  men  called  for 
under  the  resolves  of  June  9th,  and  were  proceeding  to  complete  the  number,  when  the 
enemy's  fleet  appeared  before  the  town,  by  which  they  were  "so  harassed  and  dis- 
tressed "  that  they  could  not  possibly  enlist  more  men ;  that  i  he  five  men  actually  enlisted 
constituted  their  full  quota  "exclusive  of  the  Quakers,"  who  constituted  one  third  part  of 
the  town ;  that  they  were  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  refugees,  "  who  did,  the  last  summer, 
continually  infest"  their  "coast";  wherefore  they  prayed  for  a  remission  of  the  fine  laid 
upon  them  .for  deficiency  in  their  quota,  —  in  answer  to  which  the  following  resolvef  was 
passed :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusets   Bay     In  the  House  of  Repiese'itiii'>s  May  2:  1780 

On  the  pettition  of  IMajor  Joseph  Dimick  in  Behalf  of  the  Town  of  falmouth  in  the 
County  of  Barnstable  Seting  forth  the  Circumstances  of  Said  Town  praying  that  the  fine 
of  Eighteen  Hundred  pounds  Laid  on  the  Town  for  the  failure  of  Raising  of  Three  men  to 
serve  in  the  Continental  Army  for  Nine  months  By  a  Resolve  of  the  Ninth  Day  of  June 
Last  Be  Remitted  unto  them  Therefore 

Resolved  that  there  Be  paid  unto  the  Selectmen  of  falmouth  the  Sum  of  Eighteen  Hun- 
dred pounds  out  of  the  pul)lic  Treasm-y  of  this  State 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  May  2J  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  vol.  186,  p.  194.^. 

The  inhal)itants  of  Barnstable,  also,  in  town  meeting  assembled,  authorized  the  presenta- 
tion to  the  General  Court  of  a  petition,  representing  their  zeal  in  "  promoting  the  common 
cause"  from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  upon  all  occasions,  "even  Ijeyond  their  abilities,  in 
their  endeavors  to  comply  with  the  several  resolves  "  of  the  Assembly,  by  raising  their 
quota  of  men  for  the  land-service,  in  which  respect,  considering  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  their  situation,  they  believed  themselves  to  be  not  behind  other  towns  in  the  state ;  that 
the  town  was  part  of  a  peninsula,  and  from  about  four  to  six  miles  in  width,  from  shore  to 
shore ;  that  Ilyannis  Harbor  on  the  south  of  the  town,  was  of  easy  access,  and  more 
exposed  than  any  other  town  in  the  county  (Falmouth  excepted)  to  the  ravaging  parlies 
of  the  enemy  while  they  were  in  possession  of  Rhode  Island,  in  consequence  of  which 
they  were  oijliged  to  maintain,  constantly,  a  coast-guard  through  the  previous  summer, 
until  the  evacuation  of  Rhode  Island,  while  many  of  their  "  most  active  young  men  were 
abroad  in  sea-service,  or  in  the  enemy's  prisons,"  they  not  being  able  to  find  employment 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XVIU. 
t  Ibid.,  March  sesBion,  chapter  CCL. 
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at  home ;  that  fourteen  of  their  militiameu  had  been  detached  for  service  at  Fahnouth, 
through  the  summer,  and  "  the  remainder  greatly  fatigued  by  marching  and  counter- 
marching, on  all  alarms,  to  and  from  Fahnouth,"  insomuch  tlint  the  little  husbandry  of 
the  town  was  greatly  neglected  and  behindhand ;  that  their  finances  were  low,  and  the 
balance,  even  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  greatly  asainst  them ;  that  many  families  had 
removed  or  were  removing  from  the  town,  being  unable  to  support  themselves  there ;  not- 
withstanding which,  and  much  more  that  might  be  said  of  their  distressing  ckcumstances, 
they  inunediately  set  about  complying 'with  the  orders  of  June  last,  for  recruiting  nine- 
months' men;  that "  a  number  of  young  men  were  detached,  fines  were  repeatedly  paid," 
and  the  town  called  together  upon  complaint  of  the  "hardness  of  the  duty  of  this  regiment 
imder  the  aforementioned  ch'cimistances,"  when  an  almost  unanimous  vote  was  passed  to 
raise  tbe  required  number  of  men,  by  a  town  bounty;  that  an  active  committee  was 
thereupon  raised,  "with  Major  Micah  Hamblen  at  their  head,  with  an  unlimited  commis- 
sion from  the  town,  to  raise  the  men  by  any  reasonable  bounty,  at  the  expense  of  the 
town  " ;  that  six  men  were  accordingly  raised  and  marched  to  the  proper  rendezvous,  and 
great  pains  were  ta!;en  by  the  committee  to  complete  the  quota :  that  more  men  were  not 
procural)le  either  for  money  or  i)roduce ;  that  husbandry  was  then  in  danger  for  want  of 
hands  to  cany  it  on  ;  that  if  made  known  to  the  General  Com-t,  these  ckeumstances,  and 
others  that  might  be  mentioned,  including  the  heavy  burden  of  taxes :  local,  state  and 
Continental,  would,  in  their  belief,  have  induced  the  General  Court  to  exempt  them  from 
the  fine  for  theu"  unavoidable  deficiency  of  men,  since  other  towns  had  been  excused,  or 
their  fines  suspended,  under  circumstances  somewhat  similar,  though  not  so  distressing,  as 
that  of  Barnstable ;  wherefore  the  petitioners  prayed  that  the  fine  of  £6,000  laid  upen  them 
might  be  remitted. 

This  petition  was  dated  June  14,  1780,—  the  day  on  which  the  town  meeting  was  held. 
Edward  Bacon  was  moderator  of  the  meeting; 'and  a  copy  of  the  petition,  attested  by 
Ebenezer  Bacon,  the  town  clerk,  was  ordered  to  be  dehvered  to  "  Brigadier  Joseph 
Otis,  or  Capt.  Sturgis  Gorham,  who  were  chosen  joint  or  separate  agents  to  present  the 
same  to  the"  Legislature,  "  and,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  said  town,  to  pray  that  the 
same  may  be  speedily  granted." 

On  the  '20th  of  June,  this  petition,  and  another  from  Wellfleet  (which  has  not  been  dis- 
covered in  the  archives),  were  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Perry,  Wales 
and  Sargeant,  upon  whose  report  a  resolve  was  prepared  gi'anting  the  prayer  of  both  peti- 
tions ;  but  the  petition  of  Barnstable  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  next  session,  and 
upon  the  petition  of  Wellfleet  the  following  resolve  *  was  passed :  — 

"  State  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  22<i  1780 

Wheras  by  the  Tax  Act  which  pass'd  the  last  Sessions  of  the  General  Court"  a  fine  of 
three  Thousand  Pounds  was  laid  on  tlie  Town  of  Wellfleet  for  not  furnishing  their  full 
Quota  of  Men  agreable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  passd  June  8tj'1780.  and  it 
appearing  to  this  Court  that  the  Distress'd  Circumstances  of  that  Town  occasioned  by  the 
War,  and  not  any  unwillingness  of  the  Inhabitants  to  do  theh  Duty,  was  the  occasion  of 
their  Deficiency 

Therefore  Resolved  the  said  Town  of  Wellfleet  be  and  they  are  hereby  remitted  the  said 
fine  of  Three  Thousand  pounds  and  the  assessors  of  said  Town  are  hereby  directed  not  to 
assess  the  same  on  the  Polls  &  Estates  of  the  said  Town,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
be  and  hereby  is  directed  not  issue  his  Warrants  against  the  Constable  or  Constables  of 
said  Town  for  the  said  fine  of  Three  Thousand  pounds  but  that  he  discharge  the  said  Town 
therefrom,  any  Law  Usage  or  Custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  June 'iid  1780  Read  &  ConcmTcd  Joun  Avert    D  Secy 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  228,  p.  383. 

Nearly  a  year  later,  the  following  resolvef  was  passed,  granting  the  prayer  of  Barn- 
stable :  — 

"  Common  Wealth  of  Massachusetts    In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  7'>  1781 

Whereas  it  appears  l>y  the  representations  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Barnstable 
to  this  Com't,  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  &  bm'donsom  for  said  Town  to  procure  the 
whole  number  of  Nme  Months  Men  required  of  them  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court 
of  the  eighth  of  June  1779,  by  reason  of  their  being  greatly  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the 
enemy  —  And  whereas  said  Town  have  been  fined  the  Sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  old 
money  for  not  procm'ing  the  Men  as  aforesaid  —  Therefore  Resolved 

That  the  said  Town  of  Barnstable  shall  be  allowed  in  the  next  puljlic  Tax  laid  on  said 
Town  the  said  fine  of  six  thousand  pounds  old  money,  or  the  value  thereof  in  other  money, 
and  the  same  shall  be  deducted  from  their  said  next  Tax  accordingly. 

Sent  up  for  concuiTence  Caleb  Davis    Speaker 

In  Senate  May  10th  i78l—  Read  &  Concurred  Jer:  Powell    Presi"!' 

Approv'd  John  Hancock."  —  Ibid.,  vol. '2SS,  p.  43. 

Following  Barnstable  and  "Wellfleet,  the  town  of  Chatham,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1780, 
presented  a  petition,  by  its  agent,  Richard  Sears,  who  represented  that  the  to\vn,  notwith- 
standing its  extreme  poverty,  exerted  itself  to  comply  with  the  requisition  for  live  nine- 
ironths'  men  under  the  resolve  of  June,  1779,  and  succeeded  in  raising  the  whole  number 
called  for,  four  of  whom  were  delivered  to  the  superintendent,  and  had  joined  the  army; 
liut  that  the  fifth  man,  though  in  good  health  when  he  started,  was  taken  lame  when  he 
had  marched  as  far  as  Yarmouth  (about  17  miles),  by  which  he  was  confined  for  about  a 
month,  and  had  continued  lame  ever  since,  which  was  a  circumstance  entirely  unlooked 
for  by  the  town ;  and  since  they  had  always  exerted  themselves  to  their  utmost  to  raise 

*  Printed  resolvcB  of  the  May  session,  chapter  XCIU. 
t  Ibid.,  April  session,  1781  chapter  CLIV. 


1384  Province  Laws.  — 1779-80.  [Notes.  J 

[lIEVOLUTIONARY   PERIOD —  "  STATE."] 

men,  and  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  General  Court,  the  petitioner  prayed,  in  view  of 
these  facts  and  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  town,  that  the  fine  might  he  remitted ;  where- 
upon the  following  resolve*  was  passed  :— 

Mas'^etJs^^w  I  ^"  ^^^  House  of  Representatives  June  9th  178O— 

on  the  Petition  of '"Richard  Sears  in  Behalf  of  the  Town  of  Chatham  Setting  fourth  that 
the  Town  is  find  £600  —in  the  Last  Tax  act  for  one  Deiitiant  man  required  By  a  Resolu- 
tion passed  June  1779.  and  hath  made  it  appear  that  the  Town  raised  their  full  Purpotion 
required  of  them,  and  on  their  March  to  Joine  the  Continental  Army  one  of  them  was 
Seased  with  a  Lameness  wliich  confined  him  most  of  the  time  Since ;  tho  the  Town  had  no 
apprehension  of  Sucla  an  Event  —  Therefore  Resolved  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out 
of  the  publick  Treasurery  of  this  State  the  Sura  of  Six  Hundred  pounds  to  Richard  Sears 
for  the  use  of  the  Town  of  Chatham  in  full  for  the  fine  afoiosaid 

Sent  up  for  Concmrence  Natii  Goruam    Speaker  F  Tep 

In  Council  June  10'  1780  Read  &  Nonconcuired  John  Avi.rt    D  Sey 

In  Council  June  19'^  1780  Read  again  and  the  Board  reconsider  their  Vote  of  Noncon- 
currence  passed  June*10'i»  Ins',  and  Concurr  with  the  Vote  of  the  Hoiible  House 

John  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] .  -Ibid.,  vol  228, p.  156. 

The  fine  of  £5,400  incurred  by  the  town  of  Oxford,  was  onaitted  from  chapter  30,  liy  the 
order  of  Nov.  29,  1779,  on  the  petition  of  Edward  Davis,  the  consideration  of  which  was 
referred  to  the  next  session,  as  shown  in  tlie  note  to  said  chapter,  pp.  1298  and  1299  ante. 
On  the  6th  of  March,  1780  (by  which  time  the  number  of  enlistments  in  which  this  town 
was  deficient,  had  dwindled  to  five  men),  a  second  petition  for  relief  was  prepnred  by 
Ebenezer  Learned,  John  Town,  Ezra  Bowman  and  Ucubon  Lamb,  selectmen,  in  which 
they  declared  that  they  understood,  from  their  representative  in  the  General  Court,  that 
they  were  fined  three  thousand  pounds,  for  deficiency  in  their  quota  of  nine-months'  men, 
and  asserting  that  they  had  enlisted,  to  serve  during  the  war,  one  man  more  than  the 
superintendent  had  returned,  which  man  had  been  duly  mustered  in,  by  the  muster-master 
for  Worcester  County,  as  would  appear  by  his  receipt ;  tliat  there  was  a  "  gore  of  land 
lying  between  Oxford  and  Connecticut,  that"  was  "ordered  to  do  military  duty  in 
Oxford,"  in  consequence  of  which  their  proportion  of  Continental  recruits  was  thi-ee  or 
four  more  than  it  should  have  been ;  that  the  residents  on  this  gore  were  not  taxable  in 
Oxford  towards  the  expense  of  raising  men  for  the  army,  notwithstanding  which  the 
town  had  completed  every  draught  except  the  last ;  that  the  failure  in  the  present  instance 
was  not  for  want  of  good  will,  but  because  the  exemption  of  the  inliabitants  of  the 
gore,  and  of  thirty-seven  others,  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  had  "  refused  to  take  up 
arms,  by  reason  of  their  religious  principles,"  reduced  the  number  to  be  ckawn  from,  to 
about  two-thirds  of  the  train-band  and  alarm  list  in  that  town ;  that  under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  seen  by  their  returns  there  were  "  but  very  few  left  to  draft  out 
of";  and  that  if  other  towns  had  raised  as  many  men,  proportionately,  as  had  Oxford, 
according  to  the  resolve  of  Jan  25,  1777,  "said  town  would  not  have  had  to  draft  men" 
as  it  had  done;  wherefore  they  submitted  the  matter  to  the  wise  consideration  of  the 
Assembly,  and  thereupon  the  following  resolve  t  was  passed :  — 

Massllusett^Bay  ( I"  '"^^  ^ouse  of  Representativs  April  the  12th  178O  - 

the  Committee  on  the  petition  of  the  select  men  of  the  town  of  Oxford  praying  that  the 
fine  of  three  thousand  pounds  seet  on  said  town  for  ther  Deficiancy  of  five  men  Caled  for 
by  the  Resolve  of  June  the-9  -1779  find  that  the  town  of  Oxford  Have  three  men  In  the 
Contanentall  armey  for  Which  they  have  Not  Creadt    Therefore 

Resolved  that  Eighteen  hundred  pounds  a  part  of  the  Three  Thousand  above  said  Be 
Remitted  to  the  town  of  Oxford        Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock  Spk'' 

In  Council  April  12th  1730  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery  D  Se^ 

Consented  to"—  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Coimci\].  —  lbid.,vol.  227,  p.  123. 

The  difficulty  encountered  in  securing  proper  returns  upon  v,-liich  to  base  estimates  of 
fines,  from  the  selectmen  of  the  towns  in  Lincohi  County,  may  have  been  inferred  from 
the  purport  of  the  resolves  of  May  3,  1779,  given  in  the  note  to  chapter  30,  p.  1298,  ante ; 
and  the  peculiarly  heavy  burdens  resting  upon  that  county  and  Cumberland  County,  from 
that  time  onward,  may  be  gathered  from  what  has  already  appeared  in  this  note.  Besides 
the  exemption  granted  to  both  counties  from  the  draft  for  the  nine-months'  men,  the 
county  of  Cumberland  had  been  granted  relief  from  the  enforcement  of  chapter  30  of  this 
year,  by  the  resolve  of  May  5,  1780,  printed  on  p.  1307,  ante.  Another  resolve  was  passed, 
the  same  day,  abating  to  the  county  of  Lincoln  £15,000  of  the  taxes  assessed  on  that 
county  by  both  chapter  30  and  the  present  tax  act.  The  petition  upon  which  this  resolve 
was  granted,  v.-as  prepared  by  a  convention  of  "  agents,"  or  delegates  from  the  several 
towns  in  the  county,  and  is  deemed  sufficiently  interesting  to  be  inserted  here  at  length  ; 
viz. — 

"  State  of  the  Massechusetts  )  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  house  of  Representa- 
Bay  in  New  England.       J    tivcs  In  Gen-ral  Court  As..;oinljlcd  at  Boston.  A.  D.  1779  — 

The  Petition  of  the  Several  Towns  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  by  their  Agents  mett,  in 
Convention  at  Wiscasset  pint  on  the  Sixteenth  Day  of  November  A.  D.  1779  — Humbly 
Shews  — 

That  the  first  Settlers  of  this  County,  as  well  as  those  that  have  Settled  liere  Since,  were 
most  of  them  veiy  poor,  and  Distitute  of  almost  all  the  Necessaries  of  Life,  the  Land 
hcavyly  Loaded  with  wood  and  Timber,  and  very  hard  to  Cultivate,  they  were  obliged  to 
go  into  the  Lumber  Trade,  for  their  Immediate  Support,  by  which  they  had  many  Thou- 
sand Busshells  of  Grain  Annually  In-ought  to  them,  as  well -as  wool  &  flax  and  other 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  XXXII. 
t  Ibid.,  March  session,  chapter  CLXII. 
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Articles  by  which  they  were  Supported,  and  have  ever  Cheefully  paid  their  full  proportion 
of  the  Publick  Charges,  but  Since  the  Commencement  of  tlie  unliappy  Controversy  between 
Great  Britan  and  these  Colonies,  our  Case  and  Circumstances  are  become  truly  Deplora- 
ble, for  those  few  that  had  some  small  Interest  in  their  hands,  which  consisted  Chiefly  ia- 
Coasting  Vessels,  which  they  imployd,  in  carrying  of  our  wood  and  Lumber,  and  bringing 
back  Grain,  &  other  Necessaries  of  Life,  until  the"  Risque  became  so  great  that  it  reduced 
our  wood  and  Lumber  to  almost  nothing,  and  the  prise  of  Provisions  Excessive  high, 
whereby  an  undue  proportion  of  the  Burthen  of  the  War  fell  upon  us,  and  finally  out  of 
Sixty  Coasting  vessels,  which  was  own'd  to  the  westward  of  S'„  Georges  Forty  nine  are 
taken  or  Lost,  and  Still  further  to  compleat  our  misfortune,  we  are  prohibited  by  a  Law 
of  this  State,  from  Exporting  masts  spars  &  yards,  many  of  which  are  now  Ley'ing  upon 
our  hands,  and  will  soon  be  finally  Lost,  and  in  the  year  past,  the  Little  hopes  we  had 
from  the  produce  of  our  Small  Farms  was  almost  wholly  cutt  off  by  an  uncommon 
Drought,  so  that  in  the  winter  Season  many  Families  were  forced  to  Live  (or  rather  Sub- 
sist,) without  bread  or  meat,  for  weeks  and  many  for  months  together,  as  there  was  but 
very  Little  Grain  brought  to  us  to  be  sold,  and  that  at  as  high  a  Price  as  Sixty  Dollars  ^"^ 
Busshell — and  as  to  the  present  year  the  Prospect  is  still  more  Gloomy  and  Desperate, 
for  after  haveing  Struggled  through  the  Miseries  of  a  hai'd  and  pinching  winter,  the  Peoples 
Countenances  Pale,  and  their  Bodies  become  feeble,  through  want  and  hunger,  they  were 
in  the  Spring  of  the  year,  from  the  first  appearance  of  things,  in  great  hopes  of  a  fruitful! 
Summer,  but  their  Early  hopes  were  soon  cutt  off,  by  amazeing  Swarms  of  Grasshoppers, 
and  other  insects  which  in  many  parts  of  this  County  almost  covered  the  face  of  the 
Ground,  and  distroyd  great  part  of  the  Grain  &  Grass  and  almost  all  vegetables  that 
grew  out  of  the  Earth,  and  still  further  to  compleat  our  Misery,  Early  in  the  Summer  our 
Sea  Coasts  were  infested,  and  our  harbours  blockd  up  by  British  Ships  of  war,  and  Pri- 
vateers, whereby  the  people  were  Alarmd  and  Almost  all  Buisness  Laid  aside  for  some 
time,  not  knowing  which  way  to  turn  theirselves  But  in  a  Short  time  about  one  half  of  the 
Militia  was  calld  to  Arms,  and  marchd  for  the  protection  of  our  Defenceless  Sea  Coasts, 
and  then  to  Join  in  that  Inglorious  Expedition  to  Ponobscott,  where  they  served  for  two 
months,  this  being  in  the  most  Buisy  Season  in  the  whole  year,  and  thereby  many  Lost 
great  part  of  their  Grass  and  Grain  which  the  Devouring  Insex  had  Left  —  And  since  that, 
about  one-third  more  of  the  Militia  has  been  calld  oflF  to  Guard  the  Sea  Coast,  and  our 
Defenceless  neighbours  who  then  were  and  Still  are  every  hour  in  Jepordy  of  their  Lives 
and  fortunes  from  the  Enemy,  which  Troops  are  now  returnd,  and  the  Eastern  parts  of 
the  County  Left  naked  and  Defenceless,  and  most  of  the  Provision  there  Eate  up  or 
Destroyed,  and  the  Wretched  Inhabitants  near  the  Sea  Coasts  driven  back  without  any 
thing  to  Support  themselves,  and  Lays  as  a  Dead  weight  on  the  rest  of  the  people,  who 
are  obliged  in  Charity  to  Support  them,  altho  they  have  not  half  Provision  enough  to 
Supply  their  own  Families,  through  the  winter,  and  notwithstanding  our  provisions  are  so 
Exhausted  by  Supplying  the  troops,  before  the  publick  Stores  came  down  and  Supporting 
the  miserable  Inhabitants  who  have  Lost  their  all,  we  are  not  aLittle  Surpprized  to  find, 
that  by  an  Order  from  the  Committee  of  war,  a  Large  Quantity  of  Beef  which  the  Inhab- 
itants could  very  badly  spare,  but  for  the  publick  Good  did  consent  to  Turn  out  for  the  use 
of  the  Troops,  but  it  Seems  it  was  not  Used,  and  is  now  Ordcrd  to  Bostoif,  and  should  it 
so  happen,  that  upon  any  Sudden  Emergancy  more  Troops  should  be  raized,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  Supply  them  even  for  two  Days,  this  now  is  the  true  State  of  this  Poor 
and  Distressd  County,  and  when  we  Look  about  us  and  behold  the  Distress  of  the  People 
almost  Distitute  of  most  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life,  no  Exports  or  Imports  by  Sea  as 
Usual  in  tim.e  past,  whereby  our  wood  and  Lumber,  the  Little  we  got,  in  our  perplexd 
Circumstances,  Lays  npon  our  hands,  and  no  provision  brought  to  us  and  no  money  to 
purchase  any  with,  we  Stand  amazd  at  the  Prospect,  and  when  we  Look  forward  and 
i)ehold  the  Monsterous  Taxes  that  are  Laid  upon  us,  and  no  money  to  Pay  it  with,  we  are 
Astonishd  &  know  not  what  to  do,  but  this  we  are  sure  of,  that  if  it  is  possible  we  can  by 
any  means  subsist  ourselves  through  the  Winter,  yet  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  pay  those 
heavy  Taxes  Demanded  of  us,  or  Supply  those  Articles  of  Clotbeing  which  by  a  Resolve 
of  the  General  Court  is  Enjoind  upon  us,  and  altho  we  have  hitherto  been  neglected,  as 
not  to  have  Precepts  Sent  to  us  whereby  we  could  make  choice  of  a  person  to  Represent  us 
in  the  General  Assembly,  and  have  a  voice  in  the  Choice  of  Councillers  and  Consequently 
in  that  part  of  the  Legeslative  Body,  which  procide  as  Governor,  Yet  we  humbly  trust  we 
may  Decently  petition  that  Power  which  has  Taxed  us  unrepresented,  as  we  have  a  Presi- 
dent from  these  Colonies  of  Partitioning  the  Parliment  of  Great  Britan  in  a  Simalar  Case  — 

we  do  therefore  most  Earnestly  implore  the  favor  of  this  Honourable  Court  to  take  our 
peculiar  distresd  Case  under  your  wise  Consideration  and  Release  those  heavy  Tuxes  that 
are  Demanded  of  us,  and  Releave  us  from  our  Distresses  in  such  a  way  and  manner  as  to 
you  in  your  great  wisdom  and  Goodness  shall  seem  meet  otherwise  we  must  be  forced  to 
Resign  up  our  all  into  the  hands  of  that  power  which  shall  see  fit  to  take  it  from  us,  and 
your  humble  petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  Pray. — 

Signd  by  Order  of  the  Convention  Ezra  Taylor  President 

Attest  Moses  Davis  Clerk."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  228,^.  61. 

The  following  is  the  resolve  *  passed  upon  the  foregoing  petition :  — 

MlsSchusett   i  I'^  ^^^  H°"^«  °*  Representatives  May  4.  1780 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Several  Towns  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  praying  for  an  abate- 
ment of  a  part  of  their  Taxes  — 

Resolved  that  Fifteen  Thousand  Pounds  be  abated ;  upon  each  of  the  Taxes  orderd  to 
be  assest  Since  the  first  day  of  September  1779 ;  and  that  the  Several  Towns  be  directed  to 
meet  together  by  there  agents,  whose  buisness  it  Shall  be  to  abate  the  aflbresald  Fifteen 

*  Printed  reeolves  of  the  March  BesaioD,  chapter  CCCXVIII. 
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Thousand  Ponnds  from  the  Several  Towns  m  the  County  of  Lincoln  as  they  Shall  Judge 
equil  and  Just  —  and  also  that  the  Said  agents  be  directed  to  make  a  return  of  the  Sum 
that  each  Town  Shall  be  So  abated  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  as  Soon  as  may  be 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  IIaxcoc'r    Spk' 

In  Council  May  5'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sey 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  p.  60. 
The  following  resolve*  upon  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  Boothbay,  sufficiently 
shows  the  purport  of  their  petition,  which  was  dated  June  16,  1780 :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representitives  June  16.  1780 
on  the  Memorial  1  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Boothbay  Seting  forth  that  the  Late 
Selectmen  of  Said  Town  have  Neglected  to  Assess  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Town  in  the 
two  Last  Preccading  State  Taxes  and  that  the  Selectmen  for  the  Present  year  cannot  by 
Law  assess  the  Same,  whereby  Great  Inconveniences  have  arrison  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Selectmen  of  The  Said  Town  of  Boothbay  for  the  Time 
being  be  and  they  hereby  are  impowered  and  Directed  as  Soon  as  May  be  to  assess  the 
Polls  &  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Said  Town  of  Boothbay  with  the  full  Sums  Set 
to  Said  Town  in  the  two  ■*■  Last  B  Preceadmg  Tax  acts  c  and  commit  Perfect  Lists  of  the 
Said  assessments  to  the  Constables  or  Collectors  of  the  Said  Town  of  Boothbay  Requiring 
them  to  geathcr  the  Same  and  Pay  them  in  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  without  Delay, 
and  the  said  Cunstabels  or  collectors  are  hereby  impowered  &  Directed  to  gather  the  Same 
any  Law  of  this  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  — 

and  it  is  further  Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stat  be  &  hereby  is  Directed  to 
Stay  his  Executions  against  Said  Cunstables  or  collectors  untill  ye  further  order  of  this 
Court  Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"^ 

In  Council  June  16'.  1780    Read  &  Concurred  with  an  Amendment  at  A  &  B 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Aveky    D  Se^ 

at  A  insert  Tax  Acts  preceding  the  — 
at  B.  dele  from  B.  to  C 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  17.  1780  Read  &  concurrd 

John  Hancock    Spk' 
Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid.,  p.  285. 
The  following  petition,  and  the  resolve  t  thereon,  seem  appropriately  inserted  here :  — 
"  State  of  I  To  the  Hont". .«  Councill  &  House  of  Representatives  for  said  state  in 

Massachusetts  Bay  S  Gen'  Court  Assembled  this  S'l'  day  of  Sept :  1780 

The  petition  of  the  Subscribers  a  Comtf^  of  a  Small  Numlier  of  poor  people  Just  begin- 
Ing  a  Settlement  on  Androscoggin  Pi,ivcr  Called  Lewiston  Humbly  she weth  —  That  your 
petitioners  together  with  about  twenty  familes  are  Just  now  begining  a  Settlement  in  the 
Wilderness,  and  att  a  great  distance  from  any  other  Settlement  being  very  poor  and  not 
able  as  yet  to  raise  our  bread,  &  having  no  way  to  raise  money  to  pay  taxes  living  so  far 
in  the  Wildei-ness,  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Winthrop  lying  about  fifteen  miles  distance 
from  us  have  taxed  us  for  our  poles  and  unimproved  lands  att  such  Extravagant  itate, 
that  if  we  are  Obliged  to  pay  the  tax  they  have  lay;,'  upon  us  we  must  leave  our  Small 
improvements,  we  Appi'chend  they  have  no  right  to  tax  us,  lying  att  so  great  a  distance 
and  they  being  Taxed  Only  their  proportion  with  the  other  Towns  in  this  state  — 

Therefore  as  the  state  leceives  no  benefit  from  our  paying  Taxes  to  Winthrop,  most 
humbly  pray  that  Your  Honours  would  Order  our  Ta^^es  taken  of  by  them,  and  that  they 
pay  their  proportion  of  taxes  that  the  honour^  Court  have  lay^i  upon  them,  and  when  Ever 
it  appears  to  the  Gen'  Court  that  we  are  able  &  ought  to  pay  some  part  of  the  Chai'ge  of 
Government,  we  will  with  Chearfullness  pay  what  the  Court  shall  see  meet  to  lay  upon  us 
&  pray  that  we  may  have  the 'liberty  of  other  new  plantations  have  to  raise  the  Money  our 
selves  in  the  way  tiie  Court  shall  provide  and  as  in  duty  bound  shall  Ever  Pray 

Lemuel  Cumjhngs | 

Benjn  Moerill        >  Com'te".— 76j<^.,  vol.  229,  p.  4. 
John'Heruick         J 
"  State  of^Massachusitts  j       j^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  Representatives  Sep'  11"'  1780 

On  y"  petition  of  Lemuel  Cumings  &  others  a  Com^p."  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a 
New  plantation  Called  Lewistown  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  praying  for  an  abatement  of 
pulilick  taxes,  assessed  on  them  by  the  assessors  of  the  Town  of  Winthrop  for  tlie  Year 
1779  — 

Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted  and  that  the  assessors  of  the  said 
Town  of  WinthrojJ  be  and  they  are  hereby  Ordered  and  directed  to  abate  all  the  publick 
Taxes  that  have  or  shall  be  assessed  on  the  polls  and  Plstates  of  the  said  inhabitants  of 
LewLstown  for  the  Year  1779,  provided  Nevertheless  that  Nothing  in  this  resolve  shall  be 
construed  to  Extend  to  make  any  abatement  in  the  Taxes  imposed  on  the  Town  of 
Withrop  by  the  Gen'.  Court 

Sent  lip  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  Sep'  12;  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented  to"— [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].— /6jd.,  p.  3. 

By  the  act  for  incorporating  the  town  of  Milford,  chapter  3.5,  ^  3,  ante,  the  inhabitants 
01  that  town  were  held  to  pay  then*  proportionable  part  of  all  taxes  ''granted  to  be 
assessed  on  the  town  of  Mcndon  during  the  present  sitting  of  the  General  Court;  "  but  in 
this  act  no  special  provision  was  made  for  apportioning  and  assessing  those  taxes. 
Whereupon  the  assessors  of  Mendon  and  Milford  joined  in  an  application  to  the  General 
Court,  for  relief.  The  prayer  of  the.-e  petitioners,  and  the  resolve  J  passed  thereon  for 
apportioning  the  tax  laid  in  this  chapter,  were  as  follows :  — 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  LXXI, 

I  Ibid.,  8eptuml)er  session,  chapter  Xi. 
Ibid.,  May  session,  chapter  XXII. 
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"  The  Honr  the  Council  &  House  of  Representitives  of  the  State  of  the  Massechitts  in 
Geni.  Court  Assembled  — 

We  the  Subscribers  Selectmen  and  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  Beg  Leave  to 
inform  the  Honb'e  Court  that  we  have  Reel  a  Tax-bill  and  Warrant  from  the  Treasurer 
of  this  State  requiring  us  to  assess  the  Town  of  Mendon  in  the  Sum  of  £32623  —  10  — 

Pray  that  the  Same  may  ije  altered,  and  the  Sum  of  £12829  Set  to  the  Town  of  Milford 
which  is  agreed  upon  to  be  their  Proportion  of  the  Said  Tax  Set  forth  in  Said  Warrant 
Mendon  June  S""  1780  Stephen  Toeeey  ] 

John  Benson  |  Selectmen 
William  Thayer  j  &  Assess- 
Benjn  Read  (      ors  of 

John  Tyler  |    Mendon 

Peter  Penniman J 
We  the  Subscribers  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Milford  agree  to  the  above  Proportion  — 

Adams  Chapin 
ICHABOD  Thayer,  jb  , 
Moses  Chapin." —  Ibid.,  vol.  228,  p.  126. 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  7">  1780 
Whereas  the  Town  of  Milford  in  the  County  of  Worcester  was  set  off  from  the  Town  of 
Mendon  by  the  late  General  Court  and  Incorporated  into  a  separate  Town  and  whereas 
the  whole  of  the  Tax  by  the  last  Tax  Bill  that  should  have  been  set  upon  both  said  Towns 
is  set  upon  the  Town  of  Mendon  therefore  it  is  Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  state 
be  and  hereby  is  Directed  to  Issue  his  Warrant  to  the  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Milford 
aforesaid  Directing  and  Requh'ing  them  to  assess  upon  the  polls  &  Estates  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  said  Milford  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  &  twenty  nine  pounds ;  it 
being  their  proportion  of  the  said  Tax  set  upon  Mendon  aforesaid  and  the  same  shall  be 
Deducted  from  the  sum  set  upon  the  said  Town  of  Mendon 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Nath  Gorham    Speaker  Pro  Temp" 

In  Council  June  7  1780  Read  &  Concurrd  S  Adams    Secry 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . — Ibid.,  p.  125. 
Of  the  two  following  resolves,  the  former  was  the  result  of  an  oiier  of  the  House,  on  the 
sixth  of  June,  appointing  Messrs.  Washburn,    Hunt  and  Easton,  a  committee  "  to  con- 
sider the  apportionment  of  taxes  set  on  the  town  of  Washington,  and  report  what  altera- 
tion, if  any,  ought  to  be  made  therefrom  " :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  10  1780 

*  Whereas  as  it  has  been  represented  &  made  to  appear  to  this  Court  That  the  Town  of 
Washington  was  Doom'd  by  the  Committee  on  the  Valuation  in  a  mm  h  larger  sum  than 
would  have  been  set  upon  them  if  the  Committee  had  been  furnished  with  a  List  of  their 
Polls  &  Estates,  In  Consequence  of  which  the  s,d  Town  has  been  Tax,d  much  more  than 
thrir  equal  proportion  ever  since  the  last  Apportionment  of  Taxes  upon  the  several 
Towns  in  this  State. —  Therefore 

Resolv,d  that  one  third  part  of  all  the  Taxes  set  upon  the  Town  of  Washington  since 
the  last  General  Valuation  &  apportionment  of  Taxes  was  made,  be  and  they  hereby  are 
Al)ated  And  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  directed  to  Credit  the  s,d  Town,  a  sum 
equal  totlieamountof  one  third  part  of  all  the  Taxes  set  upon  the  s,d  Town  within  the 
time  afore  s,d 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Nath  Gorham    Speaker  Pr".  Temp» 

In  Council  June  14'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery'    D  Se^ 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  eighteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid., p.  251. 

The  same  abatement  was  made  to  the  town  of  Washington  in  subsequent  taxes,  by  the 
/esolve  of  Nov.  23,  1780,  printed  in  the  note  to  1780,  chapter  16,  post. 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sep'.  11">  1780 

tUpon  the  petition  of  Gilbert  Dench  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitcnts  of  the*  Town  of  Hop- 
kinton  Praying  for  a  Further  time  beyond  the  13  Ins',  for  paying  the  first  moiety  of  the 
State  &  Continental  Tax  ordered  in  the  Taxbill  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  the  15'h  of 
July  last  for  Reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition 

Resolved  that  the  further  time  of  four  weeks  from  the  said  thirteenth  Ins'  Scptenib''  be 
.ind  hereby  is  allowed  the  Collectors  of  said  Town  of  Hopkinton  to  pay  in  the  first  moiety 
of  said  Tax  and  the  state  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  stay  his  Executions  untill  that 
iinie  accordingly 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spkr 

In  Council  Sep.""  ll«ii  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Se^ 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council]. —  Ibid., p.  496. 

On  a  petition,  dated  Sept.  4,  1780,  by  the  selectmen,  committee  of  safety,  and  commis- 
sioned officers,  of  the  town  of  Greenwich,  representing  that  they  had  borrowed  money  of 
the  constables  who  collected  the  taxes,  wherewith  to  furnish  the  equipment  of  the  men 
raised  by  them  to  fill  the  quota  required  of  the  town,  which  they  conceived  was  excessive, 
because  no  credit  had  been  allowed  to  them  for  men  raised  by  them  for  six  months' 
service,  in  the  Continental  Army;  that  thus  they  had  "raised  a  double  quota  of  men," 
besides  sixteen  militiamen  for  three  months,  —  making  a  total  of  forty-eight  men,  or 
nearly  half  their  "militia";  and  praying  (as  they  hoped  the  General  Court  desired  "  no 
more  than  a  vigorous  exertion  of"  their  "abilities,  and  not  a  consumption  of  them  "),  to 
be  allowed,  in  future,  their  "  number  of  men  enlisted  during  the  wui-,  as  that  part  of" 
their  "  quota  that  number  does  complete,  and  also  to  postpone  by  a  resolve  *  *  the 
sxecutions  ordered  to  be  sent  upon  the  constables,  for  their  delaying  to  pay  the  tax 
granted  March,  1780." 

•  Prinf^  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  LIII.       f  Ibid.,  September  session,  chapter  VI. 
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On  the  19th  of  September,  this  petition  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Farley,  Freeman  and 
Smith,  and  a  resolve  was  prepared,  directing  the  treasurer  to  stay  his  execution,  as 
prayed  for,  until  the  20th  of  October,  following.  This  resolve  does  "not  appear  to  have 
been  passed;  but  the  resolve*  of  Jan.  30,  1781,  seems  to  have  practically  furnished  the 
relief  they  sought. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  1780,  an  "address  and  petition"  from  the  town  of  Hancoclc,  was 
read  in  the  House,  "and  ordered  to  lie."  This  petition  was  prepared  by  Asa  Douglass, 
William  Boardman  and  Samuel  Hand,  a  committee  chosen  for  the  purpose,  at  a  legal 
town  meeting  held  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  form  of  a  constitution  of  govern- 
ment, and  for  choosing  a  member  of  the  convention  for  forming  the  same,  and  also 
for  choosing  a  representative  to  the  General  Court,  which  representative  was  charged 
with  the  duty  of  presenting  the  petition.  The  petition  was  signed  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  which  draughted  it,  by  three  selectmen,  and  by  the  town 
clerk,  all  of  whom  certified  to  the  doings  at  the  town  meetings,  aforesaid.  The  peti- 
tioners declared  that  they  considered  themselves  "greatly  burthened  by  more  than 
a  double  proportion  of  taxes  to  what  many  of  the  neighboring  towns  are,"  and 
referred  to  the  discrimination,  in  the  tax  bill,  in  favor  of  Williamstown,  which  they 
considered  "three  times  the  value"  of  Hancock,  yet  assessed,  in  the  tax  act,  "but 
a  few  shillings  above"  the  latter;  and  also  between  Hancock  and  Great  Barrington, 
Stockbridge,  New  Marlborough,  Tyringham  and  Richmont,  "  with  others  in  the  county." 
They  disclaimed  any  desire  to  free  themselves  from  their  equal  proportion  of  the  public 
charge,  but  professed  only  a  wish  that  the  matter  might  "  be  examined,  and  the  mistake 
rectified,  if  any  there  be  " ;  and  asked  leave  to  represent  "  the  general  circumstance  and 
situation  this  town  is  in,  which  is  peculiarly  different,  and,  in  a  variety  of  particulars, 
more  disadvantageous  to  its  inhabitants  perhaps  than  any  other  town  in  this  state  expe- 
rience." They  then  proceeded  to  describe  the  shape  and  geographical  position  of  the  town, 
which  was  about  two  miles  wide  and  fifteen  miles  long,  —  "a  mere  strip  and  fragment  of 
lofty,  rugged,  and  uncouth  mountains,  and  only  two  small  scraps  of  it  fit  for  any  profit- 
able improvement,"  one  of  which,  until  the  last  year,  had  been  assessed  to  the  adjoining 
town  of  Richmont,  and  with  no  communication  between  them,  possible,  except  by  roads 
for  nearly  eight  miles  within  the  state  of  New  York;  that  the  northern  piece  of  improv- 
able land  lay  "  in  a  very  narrow  hollow,  running  out  of  York  state,  *  *  admitting  of 
but  one  tier  of  small  farms,  chiefly  of  about  one  hundred  acres  each,  and  less;"  that 
much  of  this  land  was  on  the  mountain  side,  and  only  fit  for  woodland  ;  that  all  the  rest 
of  the  land  was  wild  and  uncultivable,  too  stony,  dry  and  gravelly  to  be  fit  for  grain  or 
grass,  and  had  been  thought  not  worth  taking  into  the  adjoining  towns,  nor  fit  to  make  a 
town  by  itself,  "  until  certain  gentlemen  having  grants  to  lay  out,  ventured  to  make 
pitches  here  for  want  of  land  elsewhere ; "  that  the  best  land  had  been  purchased  and 
settled  by  the  present  inhabitants,  and  "  the  rough  remainder  has  ever  since  been  the 
common  resort  of  the  poorest  sort  of  people  from  different  states,  who  could  not  get  a 
living  in  the  lower  towns,"  and  had  not  been  permitted  to  remain  there,  and  so  had  fled  in 
great  numbers  to  this  mountainous  region  before  the  place  had  been  incorporated ;  that 
by  this  means  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hancock,  as  compared  with  other  towns, 
had  become  double  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  "  it  being  computed  that  two-thirds  of" 
the  inhabitants  were  "  unable  to  pay  their  poll-tax  without  distressing  their  families,  that 
they  have  rarely  any  other  houses  than  huts,  made  w'^h  round  logs,  covered  with  bark  or 
splits,  without  boards,  glass  or  nails  " ;  that  the  best  part  of  the  improvements  in  the 
town  lay  in  a  gore  between  "  Dwight's  and  Messenger's  lines,"  which  was  claimed  by  New 
York,  to  which  state  the  inhabitants  there  paid  taxes ;  that  the  settlements  in  Hancock 
were  only  about  thirteen  years  old,  or  one-third  as  old  as  those  of  the  neighboring  towns, 
and  consequently  the  land  was  loaded  with  old  timber,  which  the  inhabitants  had  ))een 
unable  to  remove  during  the  war ;  wherefore,  after  making  several  surmises  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  mistake  through  which  they  claimed  they  had  been  overrated,  and  overtaxed,  the 
petitioners  prayed  that  the  General  Court  would  take  their  affairs  into  consideration,  and 
do  that  which  "shall  appear  most  just  and  equal." 

The  petition  appears  to  have  been  taken  up  June  14th,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
"  on  the  tax  on  Lanesborongh  " ;  and,  one  week  later,  the  following  resolve  t  was  passed :  — 
"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay      In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  19  1780 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hancock  Setting  forth  the  many  Incon- 
veniencies  they  Labour  under  by  reason  of  their  Lands  being  new  &  uncultivated  and  that 
Said  Town  was  Set  much  higher  in  the  last  Valuation  in  proportion  to  its  Value  than 
other  Towns  in  the  Vicinity 

And  Whereas  it  Appearing  to  this  Court  that  Said  Town  of  Hancock  was  Set  much  too 
high  in  the  last  Valuation  —  Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Town  of  Hancock  be  and  hereby 
is  Aliated  to  the  Amount  of  one  third  part  of  the  Taxes  Set  on  Said  Town  Since  the  last 
Valuation  took  Place,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  hereby  is  Directed  to 
Credit  Said  Town  of  Hancock  Accordingly  for  Reasons  Set  ^orth  in  Said  Petition 

Sent  up  for  Concurrrence  John  Hancock  Spk' 

In  Council  June  21'.  1780  Head  &  Concurred  John  Avery  D  Sey 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  seventeen  of  the  Council] .  —  Ibid.,  p.  363. 

See,  further,  as  to  the  taxes  of  Hancock,  the  resolves  of  Sept.  28,  1780,  and  of  Oct.  4, 
1780,  in  the  notes  to  chapters  9  and  16,  respectively,  of  that  year,  post. 

The  committee  "on  the  tax  on  Lanesborough,"  above  referred  to,  was  appointed  Sept. 
22,  1780,  and  consisted  of  Messrs  Hastings,  Pickering  and  Starkweather,  who  were  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  "  that  tax",  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  respecting 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XLIX.  t  Ibid.,  May  session,  1780,  chapter  XCIV. 
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the  same.  The  action  of  the  Legislature  in  this  case  is  shown  in  the  note  to  chapter  9, 
of  the  year  1780,  to  which,  as  well  as  to  the  present  chapter,  the  resolve  there  printed, 
applied. 

By  the  resolve  of  Nov.  7,  1780,  printed  in  the  note  to  chapter  16  of  the  year  1780,  the 
town  of  Thomaston  was  abated  "  one-half  of  all  the  taxes  set  to  said  town  "  since  May  1, 
1780.  This  was  in  addition  to  the  relief  granted  to  the  towns  in  Lincoln  County,  by  the 
resolve  of  May  5,  1780,  and  probably  enabled  the  town  to  case  the  inhabitants  of  Camden 
of  the  burden  of  which  they  had  complained  to  the  General  Court.  See  note  to  chapter 
30,  p.  1310,  ante. 

In  addition  to  the  suspension  by  the  resolve  of  April  3,  1780,*  of  the  fines  on  the  county 
of  York  for  deficiency  in  their  quota  of  men,  the  tax  on  the  town  of  Fryeburg,  imposed 
by  chapter  30,  ante,  was  suspended,  and  the  town  was  still  further  relieved  to  the  extent 
of  the  abatement  of  one-half  of  its  taxes  by  the  resolve  of  Feb.  16, 1781,  printed  in  the 
note  to  1780,  chapter  16,  post. 

Supplementary  note  to  chapter  30.  The  following  is  the  new  draught  in  which  this 
resolve  was  passedt :  — 

"  State  of  Masses  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  3<}  1780 

On  the  Petition  of  William  Bodman  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Williamsburgh  praying  for 
an  Abatement  of  part  of  the  fine  laid  on  Said  Town  in  the  last  Tax  Act  — 

Resolved.  That  the  Sum  of  Six  hundred  Pounds  be  remitted  to  said  Town  and  the 
Treasurer  of  Said  State  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  discount  said  Sum  of  Six  hundred 
Pounds  with  the  Collector  or  Constable  of  Said  Williamsburgh  as  part  of  the  Tax  in  which 
said  fine  was  assessed."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  227,  p.  60. 

*  Pages  1252  and  1378,  ante. 
t  Compare  with  the  resolve  on  p.  1301,  ante,  and  the  printed  resolve  there  referred  to. 


ACTS, 

Passed    1780. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  THE  Thirty-first  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1780. 


CHAPTER    1. 

AN  ACT  FOR  RAISING  BY  LOTTERY  THE  SUM  OF  TWO  HUNDRED  THOU- 
SAND DOLLARS,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  REPAIRING  THE  ROADS  IN  THE 
GREEN  WOODS,  SO  CALLED,  IN  THE  COUNTIES  OF  HAMPSHIRE  AND 
BERKSHIRE. 

"Whereas  it  appears  that   the   roads   leading   through   the    Green  Preamble. 
Woods,  so  called,  are  so  much  out  of  repair,  and  the  inhabitants  un- 
able to  repair  the  same,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand  dol-  w;hatBumtobe 
lars  be  raised  by  a  lottery  with  a  deduction  of  twenty  per  cent  upon  for^r^amng^"^^ 
the  amount  of  the  tickets,  when  sold,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  the  roads 
roads  through  the  Green  Woods,  so  called,  from  Josiah  Brewer's  to  Green  Woodi. 
the  crotch  of  the  road  near  Blan[d]ford  meeting-house  on  the  south 
road;  and   fro^n  half  a  mile  west  of  Taggard's,  to  Becket  line,  and 
from  Becket  west  line,  through  Washington,  to  Pits  field  line,  being  on 
the  middle  road  ;  also  half  a  mile  west  of  Miller's,  in  Worthington,  to 
Pit[/:]sfield  line,  on  the  north  road  :  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
the   aforesaid  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  first  ex- 
pended on  the  said  south  road,   forty  thousand  on  the  said  middle 
road,  and  sixty  thousand  on  the  said  north  road;  and  that  Theodore  Names  of  the 
Sedgwick,  Esq^^^.,  Jahleel  Woodbridge,  Esq^^^,  Doctor  John  Sibley,  '^^^''sotb. 
Col"^"^.  James  Easton,  and  Captain  Asa  Barnes,  or  any  three  of  them,  fo^^fe'swomTo 
shall  be  managers  of  said  lottery,  and  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faith-  the  faithful 
ful[l]  performance  of  their  trust ;  which  said  managers  shall  make,  and  fhek^TOst.'^''  °^ 
publish  in  such  newspapers  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  a  scheme  for  Theschpmeof 
said  lottery  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  and  they  shall  also  publish  therewith  be'pubiished!" 
all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  thereof.  And  all  j  nze«  to  be 
prizes  which  may  be  drawn  in  said  lottery  shall  be  paid  without  any  ^"^^1^°^ j*  *°  °° 
deduction  :  provided,  they  are  demanded  within  six  months  after  the  proviso, 
drawing  of  said  lottery ;  otherwise  the  money  arising  from  such  prizes 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
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Persons  con- 
victed of 
forger}',  to  sit 
on  the  gallows 
and  to  piiy  a 
fine  of  £0,000 


The  moneys 
arising  from  the 
sale  of  said 
lottery  tickets 
to  be  paid  to 
persons 
appointed  by 
this  court : 
their  names : 


—  to  be  account- 
able for  the  ex- 
penditures of 
the  moneys  re- 
ceived. 


And  be  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  2.]  That  if  any  person  shall  forge,  counterfeit  or  alter,  any 
lottery  tickets  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  shall  pass  any  such 
forged,  counterfeited  or  altered  tickets,  knowing  the  same  to  be  such 
and  being  thereof  convicted  before  the  superior  court  of  judicature, 
court  of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  shall  be  punished  by  set- 
[<]ing  on  the  gallows  for  the  space  of  one  hour,  with  a  rope  about  his 
neck,  and  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
pounds,  to  the  use  of  this  state,  and  shall  suffer  not  more  than  twelve 
months'  imprisonment ;  or  shall  suffer  all,  or  any,  of  the  foregoing  pun- 
ishments, at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  he  shall  be  con- 
victed, according  to  the  nature  and  circumstance  of  the  offence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  when  and  so  often  as  the  managers  shall  receive 
monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  any  of  the  lottery  tickets,  aforesaid, 
they  shall  and  hereby  are  ordered  to  pay  the  same  to  such  person  oi 
persons  as  is  hereafter  appointed  by  this  court,  who  are  [i]  [ejmpow- 
ered  to  lay  out  the  same  to  the  best  advantage,  by  engaging  labourers, 
to  work  on  said  roads,  and  paying  the  same  ;  that  Trueman  Wheeler, 
Esq'^'^.,  Major  Warham  Parks,  Mr.  Jonathan  Brewster,  Capt.  Eli  Root, 

and  Capt. Norton,  or  any  three  of  them,  who  shall  receive  any 

monies  as  aforesaid,  shall,  when  required  by  this  court,  be  able  to  shew 
how  much  money  they  received  of  the  managers,  aforesaid,  and  how 
they  have  expended  the  same,  and  be  allowed,  for  their  time  and  ex- 
pence,  out  of  the  money  raised,  as  aforesaid,  such  sums  as  the  managers 
of  this  lottery  shall  think  reasonable.     \_Passed  Jane  14. 


CHAPTER    2. 

AN  ACT  TO  SET  GEORGE  SUMNER  AND  EBENEZER  SUMNER,  AND  LANDS 
OF  NATHANIEL  SUMNER,  ESQCO.,  FROM  THE  TOWN  OF  STOUGHTON, 
AND  TO  ANNEX  THEM  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  DEDHAM. 


Preamble. 


Disannexing 
certain  persons 
and  their  lanils, 
from  Ihe  town 
of  Sioiighton, 
and  annexing 
tbera  to  the 
town  of 
Dedhani. 


Their  proper- 
tionablc  part  of 
taxes,  to  what 
town  payable. 


Whereas,  for  the  greater  convenience  of  attending  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God,  and  other  good  reasons,  it  is  found  necessary  to  disannex 
George  Sumner,  Ebenezer  Sumner,  and  the  farms  on  which  they  now 
live,  together  with  the  lands  of  Nathaniel  Sumner,  Esq"^'^.,  from  the  town 
of  Stoughton,  and  incorporate  them  with  the  town  of  Dcdham,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  abovesaid  George  Sumner  and  Ebenezer 
Sumner,  with  their  families,  and  such  of  their  lands  on  which  they  now 
live,  and  such  of  the  lands  of  Nathaniel  Sumner,  Esqi^'^.,  as  are  contained 
in  the  fifteenth  lot  of  the  twelfth  division  of  land,  and  in  the  fortieth 
lot  in  Pigeon  Swamp,  in  Stoughton,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  disannexed 
from  the  town  of  Stoughton,  and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Dedham,  and 
shall  forever  hereafter  be  considered  as  such. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  several  persons  above  named  shall  pay  their 
proportionable  part  of  all  taxes  which  are  already  assessed  or  levied 
on  the  town  of  Stoughton,  in  like  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not 
been  made.     [^Passed  June  17. 
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CHAPTER    3. 

AN  ACT  FOR  SET[r]ING  OFF  A  PART  OF  ROYALSTON,  CALLED  ROYAL- 
STON  LEG,  AND  ANNEXING  THE  SAME  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  WINCHEN- 
DON. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  living  on  a  strip  of  land  Preamble, 
belonging  to  Royalston,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  called  Royalston 
Leg,  about  one  mile  wide,  lying  the  whole  length  of  the  town  of  Win- 
chendon.  would  be  much  accom[m]odated  by  being  set  off  from  Royal- 
ston, and  annex[t]['dj  to  the  town  of  Winchendon,  in  the  same 
county,  — 

Ba  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  — 

[Sect.  1.]  That  all  that  part  of  Royalston  called  Royalston  Leg,  Boundaries, 
containing,  by  estimation,  about  two  thousand  acres,  begini^ijing  at  the 
north-west  corner  of  Winchendon,  then  run[ri]ing  northwardly,  a  par- 
allel line  with  Winchendon  west  line,  about  one  mile  to  the  province 
line,  so  called  ;  then  eastwardly,  by  the  province  line,  the  length  of  the 
town  of  Winchendon,  be  and  hereby  is  set  off  from  Royalston  and 
annex  [tj['(Z]  to  Winchendon  :  and  the  town  of  Winchendon  is  hereby 
extended  so  far  north  as  the  state  line  of  New  Hampshire,  and  said 
land,  with  the  inhabitants  living  thereon,  shall  forever  hereafter  be 
considered  as  belonging  to  the  town  of  Winchendon. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  said  inhabitants  and  non-residents  shall  pay  Tases.bywhom 
all  taxes  which  are  al[l]ready  assessed  and  lev[y][^■Jcd  on  the  town  ?**'*•  ' 
of  Royalston,  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Prnvi''ed,  also, — 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  amount  of  the  estates  contained  on  and  in  Poiis  and  estates 
said  tract  of  land,  and  the  polls  thereon,  returned,  by  the  assessors  of  ^^'ii^'^Jh! 
the  town  oi  Koyalston,  ni  the  valuation  last  taken,  as  belongino-  to  town  of  Royais- 
Royalston,  be  deducted  from  the  return  of  said  assessors  and  added  to  to"th*e°town''o/** 
the  return  made  by  the  assessors  of  the  town  of  Winchendon.  winchendon. 
\_Passed  Juyie  17. 


CHAPTER    4. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  TWO  ACTS  MADE  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD 
[ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-NINE]  [2  779]  ;  ALSO 
A  RESOLVE  PASSED  APRIL  [TENTH,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY]  [10th,  1780],  SO  FAR  AS  SAID  ACTS  AND  RESOLVE  PRO- 
HIBITS THE  EXPORTATION  OF  ANY  ARTICLES,  TO  EITHER  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  BY  LAND. 

Whereas  Congress   have    earnestly  recommended   to  the    several  Preamble. 
states  to  take  off  every  restriction  on  the  inland  trade  between  the 
said  states,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and   House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  said  two  acts,  one,  intitled  "An  Act  to  pre-  i779.8o,chap.i3. 
vent  sundry  articles  being  exported   from  this   to  the  neighbourino- 
states;"  the  other,  intitled  "  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act    intitled  i779-80,chap.i5. 
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Laws  repealed 
for  restraining 
inland  trade. 


Proviso. 


'  An  Act  to  prevent  sundry  articles  being  exported  from  this  to  the 
neighbouring  states  ; '  "  and  the  resolve  aforesaid,  prohibiting  any  beef 
or  pork,  either  on  hoof  or  in  barrels,  or  any  molasses,  rum,  or  salt, 
from  being  transported  out  of  this  state  (so  far  as  any  clause  in  either 
of  said  acts  or  resolve  contained,  prohibits  the  free  exportation  of 
any  article  enumerated  or  d[i][e]  scribed  in  either  of  said  acts  or  re- 
solve, to  either  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  land) ,  be  and  here- 
by are  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  all  articles  which  have  been  seized  or  stop[p]ed, 
in  pursuance  of  either  of  said  acts  or  resolve,  or  any  breaches  of  said 
acts  or  resolve,  already  p[u][e]rp[r]e[r]tratecl,  shall  be  proceeded 
with  and  prosecuted  in  the  same  way  and  manner  they  would  have 
been  if  this  act  had  not  been  made.     [Passed  June  17. 


CHAPTER    5. 

AN  ACT  FOR  PROLONGING  THE  TIME  FOR  ADMINIST[E]RING  THE  OATH, 
OR  AFFIRMATION,  OF  FIDELITY  AND  ALLEGIANCE,  TO  COMMISSIONED 
MILITARY  OFFICERS. 


Preamble. 
1779-80,  chap.  19. 


Time  prolonged 
to  the  lirst  day 
of  March  next, 
and  no  officer 
disqualilied  to 
act,  nil  that  time. 


Commanders  of 
regiments, 
required  to 
enjoin  their 
officers  to  take 
the  oath. 


Whereas,  by  the  laws  of  this  state,  it  is  required  that  the  oath,  or 
affirmation,  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  be  administered  to  all  commis- 
sioned military  officers  of  this  state,  by  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
otherwise  that  such  officer  be  considered  as  disqualified  to  act  in  the 
office  whereunto  he  is  commission  [at]  ed ;  which  time  does  not 
appear  to  this  court  sufficient  for  all  the  commissioned  military  officers 
to  take  said  oath,  by  reason  of  many  of  them  having  been  called 
abroad  into  the  public  service,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  th"  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  aiitliority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  the  time  for  administering  said  ojath  of  fidelity 
and  allegiance  be  prolonged,  for  all  commissioned  military  officers,  to 
the  first  day  of  March  next ;  and  that  no  person  be  considered  as  dis- 
qualified from  acting  in  any  military  office,  aforesaid,  before  the  expi- 
ration of  said  time,  although  the  oath  aforesaid  be  not  to  them  ad- 
ministered ;  any  law  of  this  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  of  militia 
within  this  state,  require  and  enjoin  every  militia  officer  under  his  com 
mand,  that  hath  not  taken  said  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  to  take 
the  same  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  aforesaid  ;  and  said  com- 
manding officer  is  hereby  empowered,  having  first  taken  said  oath 
himself,  to  administer  the  same  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment 
under  his  command,  and  requii-ed  to  make  return  thereof  into  the 
secretary's  office  as  soon  as  may  be.     [^Passed  June  19. 
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CHAPTER  6. 

AN  ACT  APPOINTING  COMMISSIONERS,  ON  THE  PART  OF  THIS  STATE, 
TO  COMPLEAT  THE  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  WHICH  MAY  BE  EMITTED  ON 
THE  CREDIT  OF  THIS  STATE,  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  A  RESOLUTION  OF 
CONGRESS,  OF  THE  [EIGHTEEN]  [18]  TH  DAY  OF  MARCH  LAST,  AND 
THE  LAW  OF  THIS  STATE  FOR  CARRYING  THE  SAME  INTO  EXECU- 
TION, AND  MAKING  OTHER  PROVISION  RELATIVE  THERETO. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  the  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  Preamble. 
general  court,  for  carrj'ing  into  execution  the  resolution  of  Congress,  |''g^^'*^'<='i'^P'  '"■ 
of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  for  emitting  bills  of  credit  on 
the  funds  of  the  respective  states,  it  is  provided  that  there  should  be 
appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  state,  six  commissioners,  to  join  with 
the  commissioner  that  was  or  might  be  appointed  by  Congress  to 
compleat  this  state's  proportion  of  said  bills  before  the  emission 
thereof,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.   1  ]     That  Richard  Cranch,  Samuel  Osgood,  Samuel   Hen-  Committee 
shaw,  Thomas  Dawes,  Ebenezer  Wales,  and  Loammi  Baldwin,  Esq'rs,  8ign°the'^new 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  commissioners  for  the  purposes  wi is  emitted  by 
aforesaid ;  and  any  two  of  them,  and  no  more,  shall,  on  the  part  of    °°^^^*®" 
this  state,  sign  each  of  the  bills  to  be  emitted,  as  aforesaid,  and  do 
whatever  else  may  be  necessary  to  compleat  said  bills  according  to 
the  resolution  and  act  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  for  the  time  being,  be,  Treasurer 
and  he  is  hereby,  impowered  and  directed,  as  soon  as  said  bills  or  any  fxchM^e^said 
part  thereof  shall  be  compleated  as  aforesaid,  and  the  bills  at  pres-  wiis, 
ent  in  circulation,  shall   in  any  considerable  sums,  be  brought  into 
the  treasury  of  this  state,  to  be  exchanged,  to  exchange  the  bills  so 
brought  in,  for  the  bills  to  be  emitted,  at  the  rates  established  by  the 
resolution   and   act   aforesaid ;    and  said   new  bills,  when  lodged  in 
the  treasury  of  this  state,  shall  be  thence  issued  in  discharge  of  such 
warrants  as  may  be  legally  drawn  on  the  same. 

Provided^  always,  — 

[Sect.  3.]     That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  operate  against  ProviBo. 
any  appropriation,  of  a  part  of  the  taxes  ordered  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  in  the  months  of  July  and  September  next,  which  is  or  may 
be  made  the  present  s[ej[i]tting  of  the  general  court,  anything  in 
this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     {^Passed  June  19. 


CHAPTER    7. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND   CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT  ARE 
EXPIRED  AND  NEAR  EXPIRING. 

Whereas   the   several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  are  now  Sundry  lawB 
expired   or   near   expiring,  have   been   found   useful  and  beneficial ;  revived, 
vizi^'^.,  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven,  intitled  "An  Ac'  for  taking  up  and  restrain-  1776.77,  chap.  4& 
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ing  persons  dangerous  to  this  state ; "  another  act  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand   seven   hundred    and    seventy-eight, 

1778-79, chap. 2.  [1] [e]ntitled  "An  Act  for  taking  affidavits  out  of  court,  in  certain 
cases  not  already  provided  for ; "  three  acts  made  in  the  year  of 
our    Lord   one   thousand    seven    hundred    and    seventy-nine ;    one, 

1778-79, chap. 31.  [ij[p]QtiMed    "  Au   Act    agaiust    monopoly   and    forestalling;"    an- 

1778-79,  chap.  36.  [o]  th[oJ  [e]r,  [i]  [e]ntitled  "An  Act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
masts  and  spars,  of   certain  dimen[t][s]ions,  for    a   limited   time;" 

1779-80, chap.  10.  the  Other.  [i][f?]ntitled  "An  Act  for  making  provision  for  appeals 
to  Congress  in  certain  maritime  cases,  and  under  certain  restrictions," — 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Coayicil  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

TiiDo limited.  That  such  of  the  before-mentioned  acts  as  are  now  expired,  be  re- 

vived, and  such  of  said  acts  as  are  not  yet  expired,  be  continued,  with 
all  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  contiiined, 
and  shall  be  in  force  until [1]  the  tenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  the  general  court.     ^Passed  June  22. 


CHAPTEE    8. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  PUNISHMENT  OF  SUCH  PERSONS  AS  SHALL  ENCOUR- 
AGE DESERTIONS  FROM  THE  FLEETS  AND  ARMIES  OF  ANY  FOREIGN 
POWER  AVilO  SHALL  PROSECUTE  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA  IN  CON- 
JUNCTION WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  AND  FOR  RE- 
COVERING SUCH  DESERTERS  AS  SHALL  CONCEAL  THEMSELVES 
AMONG  THE  INHABITANTS. 


Preamble. 

1779-80,  chap.  9. 


Persons  encour- 
aging desertion 
from  the  fleets 
or  armies  of  our 
allies,  or 
concealing 
deserters  to  be 
subject  to  the 
fines  and  penal- 
lies  established 
by  the  laws  of 
this  state. 
1779-80,  chap  48. 

Persons 
appri'hending 
deserters  from 
the  said  fleets, 
etc.,  entitled  to 
a  like  reward  as 
is  allowed  for 
the  apprehend- 
ing deserters 
from  the  Conti- 
nental  Army. 


Whereas  it  has  been  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  honorable  Congress,  by  their  resolve  of  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  May  last,  to  pass  a  law  for  the  punishment 
of  such  persons  as  shall  encourage  deserters  from  the  fleet[s]  [and] 
[^or^  armies  of  any  foreign  power  who  shall  prosecute  the  war  in 
America, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  promote  or  en- 
courage desertion,  or  harbo[?*]r  or  conceal  any  deserter  from  the 
fleets  or  armies  of  any  power  who  shall  prosecute  the  war  in 
America,  in  conjunction  with  these  states,  shall  be  subject  to  the  like 
lines  and  penalties  as  are,  by  the  laws  now  in  being,  of  this  state, 
inflicted  on  persons  for  promoting  and  encouraging  desertion,  or 
harbo[w]ring  or  concealing  deserters  from  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  a%ithority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and 
secure  any  deserter  from  any  -of  the  fleets  or  armies  of  any  power 
who  shall,  in  conjunction  with  these  states,  prosecute  the  war  in 
America,  shall  be  [i][e]ntitled  to  the  like  reward  as  is  allowed  to 
persons  apprehending  and  securing  deserters  from  the  army  of  the 
United  States.     \_Passed  June  23. 
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CHAPTER    9. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  SEVENTY-TWO 
THOUSAND  POUNDS,  UPON  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS  AND  OTHER  PLACES 
WITHIN  THIS  STATE  HEREINAFTER  NAMED,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
ESTABLISHING  FUNDS  TO  SECURE  THE  REDEMPTION  OF  THE  BILLS 
ORDERED  TO  BE  EMITTED  BY  AN  ACT  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 
PASSED  THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  DAY  OF  APRIL,  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR 
LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY;  AND  ALSO  FOR 
PAYING,  ANNUALLY,  IN  SPECIE,  THE  INTEREST  ARISING  ON  NOTES, 
WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  ISSUED  UPON  THE  CREDIT  OF  THE  PROVINCE, 
COLONY,  OR,  NOW,  STATE,  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY,  PROMISING  TO  BE 
PAID  IN  GOLD  AND   SILVER. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  in  and  by  said  act,  that  there  be  granted  a  tax  i779-8o,chap.4o 
of  seveuty-two  thousand  pounds  [,  annually],  for  seven  years,  including 
•the  present  year,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  this 
state,  according  to  such  rules,  and  in  [such]  proportion  on  the  sev- 
eral towns  and  other  places  therein,  as  should  be  agreed  upon  and 
ordered  by  the  general  court  for  each  of  said  seven  years,  at  their 
May  sessions  in  those  years,  respectively,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  this  state  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  then  next  after,  — 

Be  it  [therefore]  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of  seventy- 
two  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  the  present  year,  to  be  levied  on 
the  polls,  and  estates  both  real  and  personal  within  this  state  ;  and 
that  each  town  and  other  place  within  this  state  be  assessed  and  pay, 
as  such  town  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the  sum  of  seventy-two 
thousand  pounds,  the  following  sums  set  against  them  respectively ; 
that  is  to  say,  — 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. 


Boston, 
Roxbury, 
Dorchester,  . 

Milton, 
Bra[/]ntree, 
Weymouth, . 
Hingham. 

CohasBet[t] , 

Dedham, 
Medfield, 
Wrentham,  . 

Brookline,    . 
Needham,     . 

Stoughton,   . 

Stoughtonham, 

Medway, 

Bellingham, 
Hull,     . 
Walpole, 

Chelsea, 
Franklin, 

Foxborough, 


Three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  pounds. 
Five  hundred  [^and}  ninety-seven  pounds,     . 
Four  hundred  [an(.t]  forty-six  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings,        

Three  liundred  [and]  twelve  pounds,    . 
Seven  hundred  K""'^T  two  pounds, 
Three  hundred  \an(f\  forty -two  pounds. 
Three  hundred  and   ninety-eight   pounds  eight 

shillings,  

One  hundred   [and']    fifty-four  pounds    sixteen 

shillings, 

Seven  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 

Two  hundred  Uind^  fifty-two  pounds,  . 

Three  hundred   [and']  forty-five  pounds  twelve 

shillings, 

Two  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds  four  shillings. 
Two  hundred  [and]  ninety-five  pounds  sixteen 

shillings, 

Four  hundred  [aiul]  sixy-eight  pounds, 

Two  hundred  [and']  sixteen  pounds  six  shillings, 

Two  hundred  [«Mf/]  seventy-three  pounds  twelve 

shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  twenty-six  pounds. 
Forty-four  pounds  eight  shillings,  .... 
Two  hundred   [and]   thirty-two  pounds  sixteen 

shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  seventy-one  pounds. 

Two  hundred  [and]  seventy-four  pounds  sixteen 

shillings, 

Two  hundred  and  eight  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

Ten   thousand    seven    hundred  and  eighty-two 
ponnds  eighteen  shillings 


£3,960    Qs.9d. 
697    0    0 


446  8  0 

312  0  0 

702  0  0 

342  0  0 


39S    8  0 

154  16  0 

720    0  0 

252    0  0 

345  12  0 

241    4  0 

295  16  0 

468    0  0 

216    6  0 

273  12  0 
126    0  0 

44    8  0 

232  16  0 

171    0  0 

274  16  0 
208  16  0 


£10,782  188.  Qd. 
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nr  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX. 


Salem,  . 

Danvers, 

Ipswich, 
Newbury,     . 

Newbnryport, 
Marblebead, 

Lynn,    . 
Ajidover, 

Beverly, 

Rowley, 

Salisbury, 

Haverhill, 
Glo[u]cesteri 

Topsfield, 

Almsbury, 
Bradford, 

Methuen, 

Boxford, 

Wenham, 

Manchester, 

Middleton, 


One  thouBand  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds 
eighteen  shillings, 

Five  hundred  [and]  fifty-one  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings  

Nine  hundred  [and]  fifty -four  pounds. 

Eight  hundred  [and]  eighty  pounds  four  shil- 
lings,        

Nine  hundred  [and]  seventy-two  pounds,     . 

Nine  hundred  [and]  eighteen  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

Four  hundred  [and]  thirty-two  pounds, 

Eight  hundred  [and]  twenty  pounds  four  shil- 
lings  

Five  hundred  [and]  ninety-six  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings  

Four  hundred  [and]  forty-five  pounds  four  shil- 
lings,        

Three  hundred  [and]  forty*  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings,        

Five  hundred  and  four  pounds 

Six  hundred  [aiid]  tliirty-five  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings  

Two  hundred  [and]  fifty-three  pounds  four  shil- 
lings,        

Three  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  two  shillings. 

Three  hundred  [and]  twenty -two  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings  

Two  Klmdred  [and]  sixty -three  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings,        

Two  hundred  [and]  seventy-five  pounds  fourteen 
shillings, 

One  hundred  [awd]  thirty -six  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  [and]  thirty -four  pounds  fourteen 
shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  ninety  five  pounds  six  shil- 
lings  

Eleven  thousand  three  hundred  ninety-nine 
pounds  two  shillings 


£1,455  18s.  Od. 


551  8 
.  954  0 

0 
0 

880  4 
972  0 

0 
0 

918  18 
432  0 

0 
0 

820  4 

0 

596  8 

0 

445  4 

0 

340*  16 
504  0 

0 
0 

635  8 

0 

253  4 
311  2 

0 
0 

322  10 

0 

263  8 

0 

275  14 

0 

136  16 

0 

134  14 

0 

195  6 

0 

£11,399  2.S 

.Od. 

m  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX. 


Cambridge, 
Charlestown 
Watertown, 
Wobum, 

Concord, 

Newton, 

Beading, 

Marlborough, 

Billerica, 

Framingham 

Lexington, 

Chelmsford, 

Sherburne, 

Sudbury, 

Maiden, 

Weston, 

Medford, 

HopMnton, 

Westford, 
Waltham, 
Btow,    . 


Five  hundred  [and]  fifty  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

One  hundred  [and]  eighty  pounds, 

Two  hundred  [and]  fifty  pounds  four  shillings,  . 

Three  hundred  [and]  seventy-six  pounds  four 
shillings, 

Three  hundred  [and]  forty-five  pounds  twelve 
shillings, 

Three  hundred  [and]  twenty -nine  pounds  eight 
shillings, 

Three  hundred  [and]  seventy -three  pounds  ten 
shillings, 

Four  hundred  [a??c7"|  thirty-two  pounds. 

Two  hundred  [aM(/ J  eighty-eight  pounds. 

Three  hundred  [and]  thirty-four  pounds  sixteen 
shillings, 

Two  hundred  [a7id]  thirty-three  pounds  two  shil- 
lings  

Two  hundred  [and]  seventy-five  pounds  eight 
shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  seventy-four  pounds  twelve 
shillings, 

Four  hundred  [and]  sixty -five  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings,        

Two  hundred  [and]  fourteen  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings  

Two  hundred  [and]  thirty-seven  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

Two  hundred  [and]  eighty  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings,        

Two  hundred  [a?id]  eighteen  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings,        

Two  hundred  [and]  fifty  pounds  four  shillings,  . 

Two  hundred  [«/((■/{  sixloon  pounds, 

One  hundred  [and]  ninety-nine  pounds  sixteen 
shillings, 


£550  16s.  Od. 
180  0  0 
250  4  0 

376  4 

0 

345  12 

0 

329  8 

0 

373  10 
432  0 

288  0 

0 
0 

0 

334  16 

0 

233  2 

0 

275  8 

0 

174  12 

0 

465  12 

0 

214  16 

0 

237  18 

0 

280  16 

0 

218  8 
250  4 
216  0 

0 
0 
0 

199  16 

0 

*  In  the  contemporaneous  impression,  £345,  16*.  Od. 
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Qroton, 

Shirley, 

Pepperel, 
Townsend, 
Dracut, 
Bedford, 

HolUston, 

Acton,  . 

Dunstable, 

Lincoln, 

Wilmington, 

Tewkesbury, 
Littleton, 

Ashby, 
Natick, 

Stoneham,    . 


Three  hundred  {and']  thirty-four  pounds  sixteen 
shillings, 

One  hundred  [a«cZ]  thirty  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings  

Two  hundred  and  four  pounds  twelve  shillings,  . 

One  hundred  [anii]  fifty-six  pounds, 

Two  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  sixteen  shillings, 

One  hundred  [awd}  sixty -three  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings,  

One  hundred  [arad]  ninety-four  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  [and]  eighty-one  pounds  sixteen 
shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  sixty-eight  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  sixty -nine  pounds  four  shil- 
lings,        

One  hundred  [and]  thirty-six  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  [and]  sixty-five  pounds,  . 

Two  hundred  [a7id\  seventeen  pounds  four  shil- 
lings  

Eighty-two  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

One  hundred  [and]  twenty  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings,        

Eighty  pounds  two  shillings 

Eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-five 
pounds  eight  shillings 


£334  16s.  Qd. 

130  16 
204  12 
156  0 
211  16 

0 
0 
0 
0 

163  10 

0 

194  8 

0 

181  18 

0 

168  18 

0 

169  4 

0 

136  16 
165  0 

0 
0 

217  4 
82  16 

0 
0 

120  12 

80  2 

0 

0 

£8,945  8s.  Od. 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 


Springfield,  . 

W[est]  Springfield, 

Wilbraham, 

Northampton, 

Southampton, 
Hadley, 
South'Hadley, 
Amherst, 


Granby, 
Uatfield, 

Whately, 
William8burg[h] 
Westfield,     . 

Deerfleld, 

Greenfield,  . 
.Shelburn[e], 
Conway, 

Sunderland, 
Montague,     . 
Northfield,   . 

Brimfield,    . 

South  Brimfield, 

Monson,        .        . 

Pelham, 
Greenwich,  . 

Blanford, 

Leverett, 
Palmer, 

Granville,     . 

New  Salem, 


Four  hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  ten  shil- 
lingB, 

Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  six  shil- 
lings,        

Three  hundred  and  forty  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds  ten  shillings,  . 

Two  hundred  and  eight  pounds  sixteen  shillings, 

One  hundred  and  three  pounds  sixteen  shillings, 

Two  hundred  and  thirt[een]  [//]  pounds  twelve 
shillings, 

One  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  twelve  shillings, 

Two  hundred  and  one  po[M]nds  eighteen  shil- 
lings  

Eighty-sev[ev]en  pounds  eighteen  shillings  . 

One  hundred  and  six  pounds  sixteen  shillings, 

Three  hundred  [oncf]  twenty-three  pounds  e[i]ght 
shillings, 

Two  hundred  [and]  thirty-four  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds  ten  shillings. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-one  pounds  two  shillings. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-seven  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings,        

Ninety-seven  pounds  four  shillings. 

One  hundred  |rt?ic?J  eight  pounds 

One  hundred  [and]  sixty-nine  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings,        

Two  hundred  [and]  twenty-five  pounds  eighteen! 
shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  thirty-three  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings,        

One  hundred  [and]  fifty-five  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  [and"]  sixty  pounds  ten  shillings,     . 

One  hundred  [and]  forty-eight  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  [and]  seventy -nine  pounds  two  shil- 
lings,        

Sixty-three  pounds  twelve  shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  forty-five  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings  

Two  hundred  [and]  seventy-five  pounds  fourteen 
shillings, 

One  hundred  [and']  eighty-three  pounds  six  shil- 
lings  


£432  18s.  Oc?. 

433  10  0 

249    6  0 

340  16  0 

151  10  .  0 

20S  16  0 

103  16  0 

*213  12  0 

111  12  0 

201  18  0 

87  18  0 

106  16  0 

323    8  0 

234  18  0 

145  10  0 

161    2  0 

197    8  0 

97    4  0 

108    0  0 

169  10  0 

225  18t  0 

133  10  0 

155    8  0 

160  10  0 

148  10  0 

179    2  0 

63  li2  0 

145  16  0 

275  14  0 

183    6  0 


In  the  contemporaneoas  impression,  at*,  £230,  12s.  Qd.;  at  t,  £225,  IDs.  OcL. 
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Hampshibe  Countt—  Concluded. 


Belcherto[w]n, 

Colrain, 
Ware,  . 
Warwick,     . 

B  [a]  [e]  mardston 
Murrayfield, 
Charlemont, 
Aehfield, 

Worthington, 

Shutesbury, 

Southwick, 

Suffield, 

Enfield, 

Somers, 

Ludlow, 

Norwich, 

Merryfield, 

NW  5  Cummingti 

Westhampton, 

Cheateriield, 

CbeBterfield  Gore, 


One  hundred  [and]  ninety  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings  •        .        . 

One  hundred  [aiid]  sixteen  pounds  eight  shillings. 

Ninety-three  pounds  six  shillings,  .... 

One  hundred  [and]  twenty  seven  pounds  four 
shillings, 

One  hundred  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  . 

One  hundred  [and]  fifteen  pounds  four  shillings. 

Ninety  three  pounds 

One  hundred  [awrf]  twenty-eight  pounds  two  shil- 
lings,        

One  hundred  [and]  twenty  pounds  six  shillings. 

Ninety-five  pounds  two  shillings,    .... 

Ninety-two  pounds  fourteen  shillings,  . 


Sixty-six  pounds 

Forty-seven  pounds  two  shillings 

Forty-three  pounds  sixteen  shillings, 
Seventy-seven  pounds  fourteen  shillings. 
Fifty-six  pounds  eight  shillings,      .... 
One  hundred  [and']  sixty-six  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings  


£190  168.0c?. 
110*  8    0 
93    6    0 


127  4 
100  16 
115  4 

93  0 

128  2 
120  6 

95  2 


92  14    0 


66    0  0 

47    2  0 

43  16  0 

77  14  0 

56    8  0 

166  16  0 


Seven  thousand  four  hundred  [awcZ]  eighty-one 
pounds  eight  shillings, 


£7,481    88.  Od. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  PLYMOUTH. 


Flymouth,    . 

Scituate, 

Duxborough, 

Marshfield,  . 

Bridgwater, 

Middlsborough 

Sochester, 

Plympton, 

Pembroke, 

Kingston, 

Hanover, 

Abington, 

Hallifax, 

Wareham, 


Three  hundred  [and]  ninety-one  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings  

Five  hundred  [and]  sixty-five  pounds  four  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  iand]  eighty-five  pounds  fourteen 
shillings, 

Two  hundred  [and]  thirty-four  pounds  six  shil- 
lings,        

Nine  hundred  [rind]  fifty  pounds  eight  shillings. 

Seven  hundred  ttf«c?]  seventy-seven  pounds, 

Three  hundred  [ajidj  forty-eight  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

Two  hundred  [and]  eighty-five  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

Three  hundred  [and]  eighteen  pounds  twelve 
shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  sixty-nine  pounds  sixteen 
shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  seventy-six  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings,      .        .- 

Two  hundred  [and]  thirty-eight  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  [and]  nineteen  pounds  two  shil- 
lings,        

One  hundred  [and]  four  pounds  two  shillings,    . 


£391  10s.  0(i. 

565  4  0 

185  14  0 

234  6  0 

950  8  0 

777  0  0 

348  18  0 

285  18  0 

318  12  0 

169  16  0 

176    8  0 

238  10  0 

119  2  0 

104  2  0 


Four  thousand  eight  hundred    [and]  sixty-five 
pounds  eight  shillings,  .        .        .        . 


£4,865    8s.  Od. 


nr  THE  COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE. 


liarnsiaDie,  . 
Sandwich,    . 

Easthnni,      • 

Harwich, 
Chatham, 

Wellfleet,     . 

Truro,  . 
Falmouth,     . 

Four  hundred  [and]  sixty-five  pounds  six  sliil- 
ILngs, 

Three  hundred  [awd]  thlrty-tliree  pounds  twelve 
shillings, 

Three  hundred  [and]  two  pounds  fourteen  shil- 
lings,        

Two  hundred  [and]  seventeen  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings,        

Two  hundred  [and]  fifty  pounds  ten  shillings,     . 

One  hundred  [and]  fifteen  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  [and]  eight[y]  pounds  twelve  slul- 
lings, 

One  hundred  [and]  ten  pounds  eight  shillings,    . 

Two  hundred  [and]  thirty-four  pounds. 


Two  thousand   one   hundred    [and']  thirty-eight 
pounds  eight  shillings,         ...... 


£465    68. 0<?. 

333  12    0 

302  14    0 

217  10    0 
250  10    0 


tl08  12  0 
110  8  0 
234    0    0 


£2,138    8s.  Od. 


In  the  contemporaneous  impression,  at  *,  £160,  8s.  Qd.;  at  f,  £180. 
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IN  THE  COVWFY  OF  BRISTOL. 


Taunton, 

Rehoboth,    . 

Swanzey  and  Shawamet, 

Dartmouth, 

Norton, 

Mansfield, 

Attleborough, 
Dighton, 

Freetown, 

Rainham, 
Easton, 

Berkley, 


Five  hundred  [and]  seventy -two  pounds  two  shil- 
lings  

Six  hundred  [a7id]  fifty-seven  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

Three  hundred  [and]  fifty-one  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

One  thousand  and  fifty-seven  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings  

Two  hundred  [atid]  fifty-sis  pounds  four  shil- 
lings,        

One  hundred  [and]  sixty-eight  pounds  eighteen 
shillings, 

Four  hundred  [ajid]  twenty  pounds,     . 

Two  hundred  [and]  thirty-three  pounds  fourteen 
shillings, 

Two  hundred  [and]  stxty-two  pounds  four  shil- 
lings,        

One  hundred  [and]  eighty  pounds, 

One  hundred  [and]  ninety -six  pounds  four  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  [and]  twenty-six  pounds  six  shil- 
lings,        

Four  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  eighty-three 
pounds  four  shillings 


£572    28.Qd» 

657  18  0 

351  18  0 

1,057  16  0 

256    4  0 

168  18  0 

420    0  0 

233  14  0 

262    4  0 

180    0  0 

196    4  0 

126    6  0 


£4,483    48.  (W. 


nr  THE  COUNTY  of  YORK. 


York, 


Kittery, 


Wells,  . 
Berwick, 
Arund[a][e]l, 
Biddeford,    . 
Pepperel[;]borough, 

Lebanon, 
San  ford, 
Buxton, 
Fryeburgh,  . 
Ooxhall, 
Massabesec, 
Limerick, 
Brownfield,  . 
Little  Falls,  . 


Four  hundred  forty-eight  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
linge, 

Four  hundred  eighty-six  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings,        

Three  hundred  ninety-six  pounds, 

Six  hundred  seven  pounds  four  shillings, 

One  hundred  seventy-one  poundB,  .        .        .        . 

One  hundred  eighty-five  pounds  eight  shillings,  . 

One  hundred  seventy-two  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings,         

One  hundred  three  pounds  ten  shillings, 

Ninety-six  pounds  six  shillings 

One  hundrod  thirty-six  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

One  hundred  eight  pounds, 

Forty-five  pounds, 

Fifty-two  pouuds  four  shillings,      .        .        .        . 

Fourteen  pounds  eight  shillings,     .        .        .        . 

Fourteen  pouuds  eight  shillings,     .        .        .        . 

Twenty-five  pounds  four  shillings. 

Three  thousand  sixty -three  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings '.       -        .        . 


£448  16s.  oa. 

486  18  0 

396    0  0 

607    4  0 

171  0  0 
185    8  0 

172  16  0 
103  10  0 

96    6  0 

136  16  0 

108    0  0 

45    0  0 

52    4  0 

14    8  0 

14    8  0 

25    4  0 


£3,063  18«.0rf. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DUKES  COUNTY. 


Edgarton,     .... 

Chilmark,     .... 
Tisbury 

One  hundred  seventy-seven  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings,        

One  hundred  ninety-one  pounds  eight  shllliDgs, 
One  himdred  fifty-two  pounds  two  shillings, 

£177  12s.0d. 
191    8    0 
152    2    0 

Five  himdred  twenty -one  pounds  two  shillings,   . 

£521    2s.  Od. 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  NANTUCKET. 


Sherburne, 


Seven  hundred  ninety -four  pounds  two  shillings. 


£794    2a.Qd. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 


Worcester 

Five  hundred  twenty-nine  pounds  four  shillings, 

£529    48.  Od. 

Lancaster 

Five  hundred  seventy  pounds 

570    0 

0 

Mendon,        .... 

Four  hundred  twenty-one  pounds  four  shillings,  . 

421    4 

0 

Brookfield,   .... 

Five  hundred  fifty-eight  pounds,     .... 

558    0 

0 

Oxford,         .... 

One  hundred  seventy-two  pounds  sixteen  shil- 

lings  

172  16 

0 

Charleton,    .... 

Two  hundred  sixty-four  pounds  twelve  shillings. 

264  IJ 

0 

Sutton 

Five  hundred  twenty-five  pounds  twelve  shillings. 

525  12 

0 
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Worcester  County — Concluded. 


Leicester, 

Spencer, 

Rutland, 

PaxtOD, 

Oakham, 

Barre,  . 


Hubbard  Bton, 

New  Braintree, 

Southborough, 

Westborough, 

Northbo  rough, 

Shrewsbury, 

Lunenburgh, 

Fitchburgh, 

Uxbridge,     . 

Harvard, 

Dudley, 

Bolton, 
Upton,  . 
Sturbridge,  . 
Leominnter, 
Hardwick,    . 
Holden, 
Western, 

Douglass,     . 
Grafton, 

Petersham,  . 

RoyalBton,    . 

Westminster, 
Templeton,  . 
Princeton,  . 
Ashburnham, 
Winchendon, 
Woodstock, 
Northbridge, 
Ward,  . 
Athol,   . 


One  hundred  thirty-six  pounds  sixteen  shillings; 
Two  hundred  sixteen  pounds,         .        .        .        . 
Two  hundred  forty-eight  pounds  eight  shillings. 
One  hundred  forty-four  pounds,     ... 
One  hundred  two  pounds  twelve  shillings,    . 
Two  hundred  ninety-eight  pounds  sixteen  shil 

lings, 

One  hundred  two  pounds  twelve  shillings,    . 

One  hundred  ninety-eight  pounds, 

One  hundred  ninety-four  pounds  eight  shillings, 

Two  hundred  three  pounds  fourteen  shillings, 

One  hundred  thirty-three  pounds  four  shillings, 

Three  hundred  seveuty-cight  pounds,    . 

Two  hundred  tifty-two  pounds, 

One  hundred  forty-four  pounds,     .'        .        . 

Two  hundred  thirty-nine  pounds  eight  shillings 

Two  hundred  sixty-eight  pounds  four  shillings, 

One  hundred  seventy-two  pounds  sixteen  shil 

lings 

Two  hundred  fifty-three  pounds  sixteen  shillings 

One  hundred  eleven  pounds  twelve  shillings, 

Two  hundred  forty-eight  pounds  eight  shillings 

Two  hundred  sixteen  pounds, 

Two  hundred  eighty-eight  pounds, 

One  hundred  forty-four  pounds, 

One  hundred  eighty-three  pounds  twelve  shil 

lings, 

One  hundred  nine  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  . 
One  hundred  ninety-eight  pounds  eighteen  shil 

lings, .        ■ 

Two   hundred    twenty-three   pounds  four  shil 

lings, 

One  hundred  twenty-nine  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings,        

One  hundred  ninety-two  pounds  twelve  shillings 
One  hundred  ninety-two  pounds  twelve  shillings 
One  hundred  forty-seven  pouuds  twelve  shillings 
Ninety-three  pounds  twelve  shillings,    . 
One  hundred  four  pounds  eight  shillings. 


Seventy-two  pounds, 

Eighty-four  pounds  six  shillings,    . 

One  hundred  fifty-four  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 


£136  16,9.0(2. 

216    0  0 

248    8  0 

144    0  0 

102  12  0 

298  16  0 

102  12  0 

198    0  0 

194    8  0 

203  14  0 

133    4  0 

378    0  0 

252  0  0 
144  0  0 
239  8  0 
268    4  0 

172  16  0 

253  16  0 
111  12  0 
248  8  0 
216  0  0 
288  0  0 
144    0  0 

183  12  0 

109  16  0 

198  18  0 

223    4  0 


129  18 
192  12 
192  12 
147  12 
93  12 
104    8 

72  0 
84  6 
154  16 


Nine  thousand  six  hundred  twenty-three  pounds 
eight  shillings, 


£9,623    Ss.OcZ. 


IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 


Falmouth,     . 
North  Yarmouth, 
Cape  Elizabeth, 

Gorham, 
Brunswick,  . 
Harpswell,   . 
Windham,    . 
New  Glocester, 

Scarborough, 

Pearsontown, 

Royalsburg, 

Gray,    . 

Raymondstown, 

Bakerstown, 

Sylvestertown, 

Bridgetown, 


Three  hundred  seventy  pounds  sixteen  shillings, 

Three  hundred  forty-one  pounds  two  shillings,    . 

Two  hundred  [and]  twelve  pounds  eight  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  eighty  pounds  six  shillings, 

One  hundred  sixty-nine  pounds  four  shillings. 

One  hundred  tweuty-six  pounds,    .        .        .        . 

Seventy-eight  pounds  kix  shillings. 

One  hundred  [and]  eleven  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings,        

Two  hundred  seventy -nine  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings  

Sixty  pounds 

Thirty-four  pounds  ten  shillings,    .        .        .        , 

Thirty-eight  pounds  fourteen  shillings, 

Fourteen  pounds  eight  shillings,     ... 

Seven  pounds  four  shillings,    .... 

Seven  pounds  four  shillings,    .... 

Five  pounds  eight  shillings 

Two  thousand  [and]  thirty-seven  pounds,    . 


£370  16s.  Orf. 

341 

2  0 

212 

8  0 

180 

6  0 

169 

4  0 

126 

0  0 

78 

6  0 

111 

12  0 

279 

18  0 

60 

0  0 

34 

10  0 

38 

14  0 

14 

8  0 

7 

4  0 

7 

4  0 

5 

8  0  ■ 

£2,037 

Os.Od. 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN. 


Pownalborongh, 

Georgetown, 

Newcastle,   . 
Woolwich,  . 
Waldoborongh, 
Topsham,     . 


Two  hundred  [and]  twelve  pounds  eight  ehil 
lings 

Two  hundred  sixty-two  pounds  ten  shillings, 

One  hundred  [and]  four  pounds  eight  shillings, 

Eighty-two  pounds  ton  shillings,    . 

One  hundred  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  . 

One  hundred  twoniy-onc  jiounds  sixteen  shil 
lings, 


£212    Ss.04. 

262  10    0 

104    8    0 

82  10    0 

lUO  16    0 


121  16    0 
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Lincoln  Countt  —  Concluded. 


Winslow, 

Bo[i]  [?o]doinham, 

Bootlibay,    . 

Bristol, 

Vassalborough,    . 

Edgecumbe, 

HalIowel[l], 

Belfast, 

Warren, 

Thomaatown, 

The    lower    town    of 

Georges,    . 
Medumcook, 
Pittston, 
Winthrop,    . 


St. 


Seventy-two  pounds  twelve  shillings,    . 
Forty-one  pounds  fourteen  shillings. 
One  hundred  forty  pounds  two  shillings,       . 
One  hundred  forty-seven  pounds,  . 
One  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds, 
Sixty-six  pounds  eighteen  shillings,        .        . 
Ninety-seven  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  . 
Fourteen  pounds  fourteen  shillings. 
Fifty-three  pounds  eight  shillings,  .        . 

Fifty-three  pounds  eight  shillings. 

Forty-six  pounds  sixteen  shillings, 
Thirty-six  pounds  six  shillings. 
One  hundred  and  five  pounds  twelve  ehilUngs, 
One  hundred  and  eight  pounds. 


£72  12s.  Od. 

41  14    0 
140    2 
147    0 
114    0 

66  18 

97  16 

14  14 

53    8 

53    8 


46  16  0 

36    6  0 

105  12  0 

108    0  0 


One    thousand    nine    hundred    and    eighty-two 
pounds  fourteen  shillings, 


£1,982  14s.  Od. 


m  THE  COUNTT  OF  BERKSHIRE. 


Sheffield,      , 
Great  Barrington, 
Partridgetield, 
Williamston, 
New  Marlborough 
Lanesborough 

Pittsfield,      . 

Lenox,  . 

Stockbridge, 
Egremont,    . 

Tyringham, 
Saudisfield,  . 
Becket, 
Windsor, 
Hancock, 

Richmond,   . 

Loudon, 

Washington, 

West  Stockbridge 

Alford, 

New  Ashford, 

Ash[uej[eifie]  lot. 

Plantation  No.  7, 

Adams,         . 

Lee, 


Three  hundred  fifty-five  pounds  four  shillings,    . 

Two  hundred  [anrf]  sixty-one  pounds,  . 

Eighty-seven  pounds  twelve  shillings,   . 

Two  hundred  and  five  pounds  ten  shillings,  . 

One  hundred  seventy-two  pounds  ten  shillings,    . 

Three  hundred  [and]  seven  pounds  sixteen  sliil. 
lings 

Two  hundred  eighty-one  pounds  fourteen  shil- 
lings,        

One  hundred  seventy-four  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings  

One  hundred  eighty-four  pounds  ten  shillings. 

One  hundred  [and]  three  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings,        

One  hundred  thirty-eight  pounds  six  shillings,     . 

One  hundred  seventy-eight  pounds  ten  shillings. 

Eighty-nine  pounds  fourteen  shillings,  . 

One  hundred  thirty-two  povinds,     .... 

One  hundred  seventy-one  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings,        

Two  hundred  [and]  six  pounds  two  shillings. 

Forty-seven  pounds  eight  shillings. 

Ninety-six  pounds  twelve  shillings,        .        .        . 

One  hundred  [and]  four  pounds  two  shillings,     . 

Fifty-seven  pounds 

Fifty-one  pounds, 

Fifty -four  pounds 

Forty-seven  pounds  eight  shillings. 

Two  hundred  sixty-seven  pounds  six  shillings,    . 

One  hundred  [and]  six  pounds  ten  shillings. 

Three  thousand  eight  hundred  eighty -two  pounds, 


£355  Aa.dd. 

261  0 

0 

87  12 

0 

205  10 

0 

172  10 

0 

307  16 

0 

281  14 

0 

174  12 

0 

184  10 

0 

103  16 

0 

138  6 

0 

178  10 

0 

89  14 

0 

132  0 

0 

171  18 

0 

206  2 

0 

47  8 

0 

96  12 

0 

104  2 

0 

57  0 

0 

51  0 

0 

54  0 

0 

47  8 

0 

267  6 

0 

106  10 

0 

£3,882  Os 

.Od 

SUMS  TOTAL. 


Suffolk, 
Essex,  . 
Middlesex,    . 
Hampshire,  . 
Plymouth,    . 
Barnstable,  . 
Bristol, 
York,    . 


Dukes  Comity, 
Nantucket,   . 
Worcester,  . 

Cumberland, 
Lincoln, 

Berkshire,    . 


Ten   thousand   seven  hundred  [and]  eighty-two 

pounds  eighteen  shillings 

•Eleven     thousand     three    hundred    ninety-nine 

pounds  two  shillings, 

E[l][/]ght    thousand    nine    hundred    forty -five 

pounds  eight  shillings 

Seven  thousand  four  hundred  eighty-one  pounds 

eight  shillings 

Four  thousand  eight  hundred  sixty-five  pounds 

eight  shillings 

Two  thousand  one  hundred   [and]  thirty-eight 

pounds  eight  shillings, 

Four  thousand  four  hundred  [and]  eighty-three 

pounds  four  shillings 

Three  thousand  [and]  sixty -three  pounds  eighteen 

shillings, 

Five  hundred  twenty-one  pounds  two  shillings,  . 
Seven  hundred  ninety-four  pounds  two  shillings. 
Nine  thousand  six  hundred  twenty-three  pounds 

eight  shillings 

Two  thousand  [and]  thirty-seven  pounds,    . 
One  thousand  nine   hundred    [and]   eighty-two 

pounds  fourteen  shillings, 

Three  thousand  eight  hundred  eighty-two  pounds, 

Seventy -two  thousand  potmda,       .... 


£10,782  ISs.  dd. 

11,399  2  0 

8,945  8  0 

7,481  8  0 

4,865  8  0 

2,138  8  0 

4,483  4  0 

3,063  18  0 

521  2  0 

794  2  0 

9,623  8  0 

2,037  0  0 

1,9S2  14  0 

3,882  0  0 


£72,000    Os.Od. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  his  wan-ants,  di- 
rected to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  otlier  place,  with- 
in this  state,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess 
the  sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner  follow- 
ing ;  that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  the  male  polls  above  the  age  of  six- 
teen years,  within  their  respective  towns  or  other  places  nearest  ad- 
joining to  them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  including 
negroes  and  molattoes  (and  such  of  them  as  are  under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  master  or  mistress,  to  be  taxed  to  said  master  or  mistress, 
respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are  taxed) , 
at  five  shillings  ;  and  to  assess  the  remainder  of  the  sum  set  to  each 
town  or  place  (after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  sum  assessed  to  the 
polls  as  aforesaid)  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  or  place  as  afore- 
said, according  to  the  just  value  of  the  whole  real  estate  by  each  in- 
habitant of  such  town  or  place,  respectively,  possessed  in  his  own 
right,  or  in  the  right  of  others,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  im- 
proved or  not  improved  ;  and  on  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  real 
estate,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  in  their  own  right,  or  in  the 
right  of  others,  improved  or  not  improved  :  sav[_e']ing  all  a[r]gre[e]- 
ments  between  landlords  and  tenants,  and  where  no  agre[e]ment  is, 
the  landlord  to  reimburse  one-half  of  the  tax  ;  and  also  on  the  in- 
habitants of  such  town  or  place,  according  to  the  proportion  of 
the  amount  and  just  value  of  their  whole  personal  estate,  including 
money  at  interest  more  than  they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due  to  them, 
not  on  interest,  more  than  they  are  indebted,  monies  of  all  kinds  on 
hand,  and  also  the  amount  of  the  just  value  of  all  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  vessels  of  all  sorts,  with  their  stores, 
appurtenances  and  appendages,  plate,  horses,  oxen,  and  cattle  of  all 
sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  and  grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kinds  of 
produce  of  the  land,  and  all  other  property  whatever  (excepting 
hous[e]hold  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farming  utensils  and  the 
tools  of  mechanicks) ,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  May  last ;  and  the  cur- 
rent price  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  on  the  said  twentieth  day  of 
May  before  mentioned,  in  the  currency  of  these  United  States,  shall 
be  considered  the  just  value  of  the  same  ;  and  on  the  amount  of  their 
income  from  any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  employ- 
ment ;  and  also  on  the  amount  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained  by 
tra[i]ding  by  sea  and  on  shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising 
from  the  war,  and  the  necessities  of  the  community,  —  and  in  consider- 
ing the  incomes  and  profits  last  mentioned,  the  assessors  are  to  have 
special  regard  to  the  way  and  manner  in  which  the  same  have  been 
made,  as  well  as  the  quantum  thereof,  and  to  assess  them  at  such 
rate,  as  they  on  their  oaths,  shall  judge  to  be  just  and  reasonable  :  pro- 
vided, they  do  not  in  any  case  assess  such  incomes  and  profits  at 
more  than  ten  times  the  sum  of  the  same  amount  in  other  kind  of 
estate. 

Provided,  aZso,  — 

[Sect.  3.]  That  if,  in  any  case,  the  assessors  shall  apprehend  there 
has  been  any  material  alteration  in  the  property  of  any  individual, 
after  the  said  twentieth  of  May  above  mentioned,  before  the  time  of 
making  the  assessment,  they  shall  then  call  upon  such  individuals  to 
give  in  upon  oath  (which  oath  said  assessors  are  impowered  to  ad- 
minister), a  true  list  of  their  polls,  and  all  the  property  by  them 
possessed  at  the  time  they  are  so  called  upon  ;  and  if  any  person  so 
called  upon  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  in  such  list,  or  shall  give 
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in  a  false  list,  and  be  thereof  convicted  before  the  said  assessors, 
they  shall  then  proceed  to  assess  such  person,  to  the  best  judg[e]ment 
and  estimation  they  can  form,  of  the  several  kinds  of  property  by  him 
possessed,  according  to  the  foregoing  d[i][e]scription. 

[Sect.  4.]  And  the  treasurer  in  his  said  warrant,  shall  likewise  re- 
quire the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  said  assessments,  set[i]ing 
forth,  in  distinct  columns,  against  such  person's  name,  how  much  he  or 
she  is  assess[e]'d  at  for  polls,  and  how  much  for  real  estate,  and  how 
much  for  personal  estate,  as  aforesaid ;  and  if  as  a  guardian,  or  for 
any  estate  in  his  or  her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  ex- 
pressed ;  and  shall  also  insert  upon  their  rate-bills  the  number  of  acres 
of  unimproved  land  which  they  have  taxed  to  each  of  the  non-resi- 
dent proprietors  of  land  within  their  respective  town  [s]  or  places,  and 
also  the  value  at  which  they  have  estimated  the  same  ;  and  the  list  or 
lists  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to 
commit  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  any 
such  town  or  place,  and  to  return  a  certificate  of  the  name  or  names 
of  such  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  with  the  sum 
total  to  each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself,  some  time  before  the 
twentieth  day  of  September  next ;  and  on  failure  thereof  each  assessor 
so  refusing  or  neglecting  his  duty  herein,  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  fine 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered,  by  execution,  from  the  state 
treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  which  fine  shall  be  paid  into  the  state 
treasury  for  defraying  the  public  charges  ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  by 
the  assessors,  in  making  return  as  aforementioned,  the  treasurer  of  this 
state  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  send  his  executions  accord- 
ingly, unless  such  assessors  shall  make  it  appear  that  their  rate-bills 
were  compleated,  and  delivered  to  the  collectors  before  the  said  twenti- 
eth [day]  of  September  next. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  the  receipt  of 
such  certificate,  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  such 
town  or  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to  collect  the  whole 
of  the  respective  sums  assessed  on  each  particular  person,  and  to  pay 
in  theu'  collections  before  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

Provided^  nevertheless^  — 

[Sect.  6  ]  That  the  following  persons  ;  vizi^'^.,  the  president,  fellows, 
professors,  tutors,  librarian  and  students  of  Harvard  College,  who  have 
their  usual  residence  there,  and  settled  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and 
grammar-school  masters,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  their  polls  or  their 
estates,  unless  their  real  estate  be  not  under  their  actual  management 
and  improvement,  or  not  in  the  parishes  where  they  are  settled  ;  and 
also  all  persons  who  have  the  management  and  improvement  of  the 
estate  of  Harvard  College,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  the  same  ;  and  if 
there  are  any  other  persons  who,  through  infirmity  or  poverty,  are  un- 
able to  pay  as  others  towards  the  public  charges,  or  any  widows  or 
orphans,  who,  depending  on  the  interest  of  their  money  for  subsistence, 
are,  by  the  state  of  the  currency,  so  reduced  as  that  in  the  judgment  of 
the  assessors  they  ought  to  be  relieved  in  their  taxes  ;  in  any  such  case 
the  assessors  may  exempt  their  polls  or  estates,  or  abate  any  part  of 
what  they  are  set  at,  as  they  on  their  oath  shall  think  just  and  equi- 
table. And  where  no  person  appears  to  discharge  the  taxes  on  non- 
resident proprietors  of  unimproved  lands,  to  the  collectors,  he  shall 
publish,  in  Gill's  "  Continental  Journal,"  and  that  only,  three  weeks  suc- 
cessively, the  names  of  all  such  proprietors,  where  they  are  known, 
with  the  sum  of  the  taxes  assessed  on  their  lands,  respectively,  and 
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also  the  time  and  place  of  sale ;  and  where  they  are  not  known,  he 
shall,  in  the  same  manner,  publish  the  sum  of  the  taxes  on  the  several 
rights  and  dirrisions,  together  with  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  and  in 
each  case  shall  post  the  same  in  some  public  place  in  the  town  where 
the  said  land  lays,  for  the  term  of  one  month ;  and  if  no  person  shall 
appear  thereupon  to  discharge  said  taxes,  then  the  constable  or  col- 
lector shall  proceed  to  sell  at  public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  so 
much  only  of  said  unimproved  lands  as  will  be  sufl3cient  to  discharge 
said  taxes  and  necessary  intervening  charges,  and  shall  have  power 
to  adjourn,  from  day  to  day,  if  necessary,  to  compleat  the  sale,  not  to 
exceed  three  days,  and  shall  give  and  execute  a  deed  to  the  purchaser, 
expressing  therein  the  cause  of  such  sale,  and  saving  to  the  aforesaid 
proprietor  or  proprietors,  the  right  of  redemption  of  any  lands  so 
sold,  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the  time  of  sale  ;  and  the  same 
shall  be  conveyed  to  him  or  them  on  paying,  within  three  years,  as 
aforesaid,  the  sum  such  land  sold  for,  and  twelve  per  cent  annual  in- 
terest on  said  sum,  together  with  all  necessary  intervening  charges 
thereon. 

Provided^  nevertheless^  — 

And  he  it  further  enacted^ 

[Sect.  7.]  That  no  purchaser  of  such  land  shall  cut  down  any 
trees  or  timber,  or  commit  sti'ip  or  waste  thereon,  until[l]  the  three 
years,  the  time  of  redemption  as  aforesaid,  shall  expire. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  8.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  that  may  be  in  the 
army  on  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  aforesaid,  shall  be  considered  as 
resident  in  the  several  towns  and  places  to  which  they  belonged  at  the 
time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army,  their  absence  notwithstanding ; 
and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state, 
shall  consider  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  resident  in  such  town  or 
place,  and  shall  tax  them  accordingly  :  2)rovided,  that  such  as  are  engaged 
in  the  Continental  Army  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  exempted  from  their  poll  tax. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place,  respect- 
ively, in  convenient  time  before  the  assessment,  shall  give  seasonable 
warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  any  town  meeting,  or  by  posting  up 
notifications  in  some  public  place  or  places  in  such  town  or  other  place, 
or  notify  the  inhabitants  some  other  way,  to  make  and  bring  in  to  the 
assessors  true  and  perfect  lists  of  their  polls,  and  of  all  their  real  and 
personal  estate[s]  they  are  possessed  of  on  the  said  twentieth  day  of 
May;  viz'^'^.,  houses,  lands,  and  all  real  estate  whether  improved  or 
not  improved, — to  the  assessors  of  the  town  or  place  where  such  houses 
and  lands  and  other  real  estates  lay  ;  distinguishing  those  in  the  man- 
agement and  possession  of  some  other  person,  as  also  a  list  of  all 
other  personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest  more  than  they  pay 
interest  for,  debts  due,  not  on  interest,  more  than  they  are  indebted, 
and  of  monies  of  all  kinds,  in  hand,  distinguishing  hard  money  from 
paper  money  ;  and  also  the  amount  of  the  just  value  of  all  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  plate,  horses,  oxen,  cattle  of 
all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kinds  of 
produce  of  the  land,  and  of  all  other  property  whatsoever  (excepting 
hous[e]hoid  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farming  utensils  and  tools  of 
mechanicks),  on  the  said  twentieth  day  of  May,  according  to  the  cur- 
rent price  of  such  real  and  personal  estate  in  the  currency  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  said  twentieth  day  of  May ;  and  also  of  the 
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amount  of  their  income  from  any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  trade 
or  employment,  and  of  the  amount  of  all  incomes  and  profits  gained 
by  trading  by  sea  and  on  shore,  and  by  means  of  advantages  arising 
from  the  war,  and  the  necessities  of  the  community  ;  all  which  they  are 
to  render  to  the  assessors,  on  oath,  if  required  ;  which  oath  the  said  as- 
sessors are  hereby  [i]  [e]mpowered  to  administer.  And  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall,  upon  such  notice  given,  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in  to 
the  assessors  the  list  of  their  polls  and  rateable  estate,  according  to 
the  description  thereof  before  given,  which  they  were  possessed  of 
on  the  said  twentieth  day  of  May,  or  shall  bring  in  a  list  which  the 
assessors  are,  in  their  judgment,  convinced  is  a  false  one,  it  shall 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  assessors,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to 
assess  such  person  or  persons,  according  to  the  best  judgment  and 
estimation  they  can  form  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said 
person,  according  to  the  d[i]  [e]scriptiou  before  given:  saving  to 
such  person  the  privilege  of  applying  to  the  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  for  relief.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid  to  the  assessors,  he  or 
they  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  court  of  general  sessions,  for  any  abatement  of  the  assess- 
ment layed  on  him  or  them. 

[Sect.  10.]  And  if  the  assessors  are  not,  in  their  judgment,  con- 
vinced of  any  falsehood  in  the  list,  to  them  presented,  ^f  their  polls 
and  real  and  personal  estate,  such  lists  shall  be  a  rule  of  that  person's 
proportion  to  the  tax  who  presented  the  same,  which  the  assessors 
may  not  exceed. 

Provided^  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  11.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend 
so  as  to  require  any  assessors  to  assess  any  person  for  any  estate,  real 
or  personal,  in  his  possession  (absentees'  estates  excepted),  that  is  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

Whereas  there  are,  within  this  state,  several  tracts  of  unimproved 
land  belonging  to  persons  who  have  left  the  same  and  gone  over  to  the 
enemy,  and  no  provision  has  been  made  by  the  government  of  the 
same  for  the  payment  of  the  taxes,  otherwise  than  by  the  sale  of  such 
lands,  which  may  be  attended  with  great  loss  to  the  state  ;  for  the  pre- 
venting of  which,  — 

Be  it  enacted, 

[Sect.  12.]  That  all  constables  and  collectors  of  taxes  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  directed  to  stay  the  sale  of  all  such  lands  until  [I]  a 
further  order  of  this  court  be  taken  thereon. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  13.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
[i][^]mpowered  and  directed  to  allow  or  pay  to  such  constables  or 
collectors,  the  amount,  in  their  respective  lists,  of  the  taxes  on  such  un- 
improved lands  on  certificate  from  the  major  part  of  the  assessors 
who  made  such  tax,  being  produced,  set[^]ing  forth  the  sum  taxed  in 
any  list  exhibited,  on  said  unimproved  lands,  and  to  keep  an  account 
of  all  monies  by  him  so  allowed  or  paid. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  14.]  That  all  male  persons  from  sixteen  years  old  and 
upwards,  residing  or  usually  doing  business  in  any  town  or  place 
within  this  state,  shall  be  considered  within  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act,  and  the  assessors  are  directed  to  proceed  to  assess 
them  for  their  trade  and  faculties,  exercised  there,  and  also  for  their 
polls,  if  not  taxed  for  their  polls  elsewhere. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  15.]  That  the  said  tax  shall  be  paid  only  in  the  several 
species  of  gold  and  silver  coins  current  in  this  state  before  the  war, 
and  at  the  rates  they  then  passed,  or  in  uncoined  silver  of  sterling 
alloy  at  six  shillings  and  eigiitpence  an  ounce,  or  in  uncoined  gold  of 
like  alloy  at  five  pounds  one  shilling  and  fourpence  an  ounce,  or  in 
good,  merchantable  codfish  at  twenty-four  shillings  per  quintal,  Indian 
corn  at  four  shillings  per  bushel,  rye  at  six  shillings  per  bushel,  wheat 
at  eight  shillings  per  bushel,  wheat  flour  at  twenty-four  shillings  per 
hundred  weight,  gross,  beeswax  at  one  shilling  and  eightpence  per 
pound,  pork  at  four  pounds  per  barrel,  beef  at  two  pounds  eight 
shillings  per  barrel,  potash  at  forty  pounds  per  ton,  pearlash,  of  the 
best  quality,  sixty  pounds  per  ton,  hemp  at  three  pounds  per  hundred 
weight,  refined  bar-iron  at  forty  shillings  per  hundred  weight,  bloom- 
ery  iron  at  thirty  shillings  per  hundred  weight,  flax,  well  dressed,  ten- 
pence  per  pound  :  provided^  that  all  the  aforesaid  articles  be  good  and 
merchantable,  and  of  the  produce  and  manufacture  of  this  state,  and 
that  the  rates  and  prices  herein  aflftxed  shall  be  the  rates  and  prices  at 
which  they  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  this  tax  ;  and  the  persons 
.paying  their  taxes  in  either  of  the  articles  aforesaid,  shall  run  the  risk 
and  pay  the  charges  of  transporting  the  same  to  such  store  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  or  elsewhere,  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  general  court, 
or  by  the  treasurer,  for  the  time  being. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
[Sect.  16.]  That  each  town  within  this  state  which  shall  appear, 
upon  the  settlement  of  the  next  valuation,  to  have  paid  more  than 
their  proportion  since  the  settlement  of  the  last  valuation,  shall  be 
allowed  what  they  have  so  overpaid,  in  the  next  tax  for  specie,  after 
the  said  next  valuation  is  set[i]led. 

And  whereas  several  places  have  been  incorporated,  or  annexed  to 
other  towns,  since  the  last  valuation,  and  which  were  given  in  by  some 
other  town  in  their  last  valuation,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  17.]     That  those  towns  from  which  such  places  were  taken, 
shall  proceed  to  tax  the  same  as  though  they  had  not  been  separated 
from  them.     [^Passed  June  19. 
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ACTS 

Passed  at  the  Session  begun  and  held  at  Boston, 
ON  the  Seventh  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1780. 


CHAPTER    10. 

AN  ACT  FOE,  ANNEXING  JOSIAH  BLOOD,  WITH  THE  WHOLE  OF  HIS  LAND 
LYING  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  CARLI[S]LE,  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  CONCORD. 

Whereas,  in  the  act  for  incorporating  part    of  Concord,  part  of  Preamble. 
Billerica,  part  of  Chelmsford  and  part  of  Acton,  into  a  district  by  the  i779-8o,chap.42. 
name  of  Carli[s]le,  part  of  the  farm  belonging  to  Josiah  Blood  was 
taken  into  said  district,  which  was  never  intended,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  said  Josiah  Blood,  and  his  land,  be  set[t]  off  from  the  said  Josiah  Blood, 
district  of  Carli[s]le,  and  annexed  to  the   town  of   Concord,  there  ^othe'towrof' 
to  do  duty  and  receive  priviledges  ;  anything  in  the  aforesaid  incorpo-  Concord, 
rating  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     [^Passed  September  12. 


CHAPTER    11. 

AN  ACT   TO   SET    OFF   A   PART    OF  THE    TOWN   OF    STOUGHTON,  AND 
ANNEXING  IT  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  STOUGHTONHAM. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  John  Tolman  of  Stoughton,  in  the  county  Preamble, 
of  Suffolk,  with  his  estate,  and  a  quantity  of  meadow  land  belonging 
to  inhabitants  of  said  Stoughtonham,  Walpole  and  Dedham,  would  be 
much  accommodated  by  being  set  off  from  said  town  of  Stoughton, 
and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Stoughtonham,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  all  that  part  of  the  said  town  of  Stoughton  that  Boundaries, 
lies  adjoining  to,  and  upon  the  north-easterly  line  of,  the  said  town  of 
Stoughtonham,  containing,  by  estimation,  about  three  hundred  and 
seventy  acres,  beginning  at  the  south-westerly  corner  of  John 
Billings's  lot,  and  running  in  the  line  of  said  Billings['s] ,  and  the  said 
John  Tolman's  land[s],  northerly  and  westerly,  to  a  stake  and  heap  of 
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Proviso. 


stones  in  the  corner  of  Nathaniel  Cummings's  lot ;  and  then,  in  the 
lines  of  said  Billings  and  Cummings,  until  it  comes  to  the  line  of 
Joseph  Hartwell's  land ;  then  westerly,  in  the  lino  of  said  Hartwell, 
John  Billings  and  Samuel  Cummings,  to  Stoughtonham  old  line ;  and, 
in  the  said  old  line,  to  the  head  line  of  Pidgeon['.s]-Swamp  lot;  then 
easterly,  to  the  easterly  line  of  John  Tolman's  swamp  lot ;  and  then,  in 
said  Tolman's  easterly  line,  northerly,  to  the  bounds  of  Dedham,  or 
Neponset  River, — be  and  hereby  is  set  off  from  said  town  of  Stoughton, 
and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Stoughtonham  ;  and  said  line,  so  far  as  it 
extends,  to  be  the  line  between  the  aforesaid  towns ;  and  said  lands, 
with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  shall  forever  hereafter  be  considered 
as  belonging  to  the  town  of  Stoughtonham. 

Provided^  7ievertheless,  — 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  ssfid  inhabitants  shall  pay  their  proportion- 
able part  of  all  taxes  which  are  already  assessed  and  levied  on  said 
town  of  Stoughton ;  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Provided,  also,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  3.]  That  the  amount  of  the  estate  contained  on  and  in  said 
tract  of  land,  and  the  polls  thereon  return [e]'d  by  the  assessors  of  the 
town  of  Stoughton,  in  the  valuation  last  taken,  as  belonging  to  the 
said  town  of  Stoughton,  be  deducted  from  the  return  made  by  said 
assessors,  and  added  to  the  return  made  by  the  assessors  of  the  town 
of  Stoughtonham.     \_Passed  September  19. 


CHAPTER     12. 

AN  ACT  FOR  CARRYING  INTO  EXECUTION  A  RESOLVE  OF  CONGRESS,  OF 
THE  [TWENTIE][20]TH  OF  MARCH  LAST;  AND  FOR  REPEALING  CERTAIN 
CLAUSES  OF  AN  ACT  MADE  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOU- 
SAND SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SIX,  [E][/]NTITLED  "AN  ACT 
TO  PREVENT  *  FORGING  AND  ALTERING  BILLS  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT, 
AND  FOR  PREVENTING  THE  DEPRECIATION  THEREOF,  AND  FOR 
MAKING  THE  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  OF  THE  UNITED  COLONIES,  AND  THE 
BILLS  OF  THIS  GOVERNMENT,  A  TENDER  IN  ALL  PAYMENTS;"  AND 
FOR  ESTABLISHING  A  RULE  OF  DEPRECIATION. 


Preamble.  Whereas,  by  a  rcsolvc  of  Cougrcss  of  the  twentieth  day  of  March 

last,  it  is  recommended  to  the  states  to  revise  their  laws  enacted  pur- 
suant to  a  former  resolution  of  Congress  making  the  Continental  bills 
of  credit  a  tender  in  discharge  of  debts  and  contracts,  and  to  amend 
the  same  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  jus- 
tice in  the  present  state  of  the  paper  currency ;  and  whereas,  by  an 
act  of  the  great  and  general  court  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  seventy-six,  entitled  as  aforesaid,  among 
1770-7(5, chap.  18,  Other  things,  it  is  therein  enacted  in  the  following  words  :  "  That  if  any 
§§  4, 0  aud  6.  person  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  receive  or  pay  any  of  the  bills  afore- 
said for  a  less  sum  than  is  in  them  expressed,  such  person  shall  be 
incapable  ever  after  of  holding  any  civil  or  military  office  in  this 
colony,  and  for  every  such  offence  pay  a  fine  of  forty  pounds,  to  be 
recovered  before  any  court  of  record,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  indictment ; 

*  "  The,"  is  in  the  quoted  title. 
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one  moiety  whereof  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  sue 
or  inform  for  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  this  colony  ;  " 
and  it  is  also  therein  f[a][r^]rther  enacted  in  the  following  words : 
"That  if  any*  persons  shall  set,  or  offer,  his,  her  or  then-  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize  at  a  smaller  or  less  price,  in  gold  or  silver,  than 
what  they  are,  by  him,  her  or  them,  set  at  in  the  paper  currency  of 
the  United  Colonies,  or  either  of  them,  he,  she  or  they  shall  pay  a  fine 
of  twenty  pounds  ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  who 
shall  sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of 
the  town  where  the  offence  is  committed  ; "  and  it  is  also  therein 
f[a][w]rther  enacted  as  follows:  "That  the  bills  of  credit  of  the 
United  Colonies,  established  by  the  American  Congress,  and  the  bills 
of  this  government,  shall  be  received  in  all  payments  within  this 
colony,  and  a  tender  of  the  same  may  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  any  action 
brought  for  the  recovery  of  any  money,  or  species  of  money,  due  by 
deed  or  simple  contract,  or  in  any  way  or  manner  whatever.  And  all 
justices,  sheriffs,  grand  jurors  and  tythingmen,  are  hereby  strictly  en- 
joined and  commanded  to  bring  to  justice  all  persons  offending  against 
this  act,  or  any  part  of  it,"  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  all  and  every  part  of  the  clauses  before  recited  be  Repealing 
and  hereby  are  repealed  and  made  null  and  void.  certain  clauses. 

And  whereas  it  has  happened  that  the  paper  bills  of  credit  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  this  state,  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  since 
the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
liundred  and  seventy-seven,  depreciating,  so  that  it  is  become  neces- 
sary, in  order  that  justice  may  be  done  to  debtors  and  creditors  in  this 
state,  that  a  scale  of  such  depreciation  may  be  formed,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  to  the  real  depreciation,  from  time  to  time,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  atithority  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  2.]     That  the  following  scale  shall  be  the  rule,  in  all  courts  scaie  of  depre. 
of  law  within  this  state,  for  settling  the  rate  of  depreciation  on  all  con-  ciation  for  the 
tracts,  public  or  private,  for  the  payment  of  monies,  made  on  or  since  mmieys.  " 
the  said  first  day  of  January  ;  and  that  all  contracts,  public  or  private, 
made  before  the  said  first  day  of  January,  shall  be  considered  alike, 
and  as  having  been  made  before  any  depreciation  had  taken  place :  — 

SCALE    OP   DEPRECIATION. 

One  hundred  dollars  in  gold  and  silver,  in  January,  A.  D.  one  thou-  Scaie  of 
sand    seven   hundred    and    seventy-seven,    being   equal  to  one    hun-  depreciation, 
dred  and  five  dollars  in  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States. 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  — 

•January,  105,  one  hundred  and  five, 

February,  107,  one  hundred  and  seven, 

March,  109,  one  hundred  and  nine, 

April,  112,  one  hundred  and  twelve. 

May,  115,  one  hundred  and  fifteen, 

June,  120,  one  hundred  and  twenty, 

July,  125,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five, 

Augiwjst,  150,  one  hundred  and  fifty, 

Sepr«em6e]r,      175,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five, 

Octo[6er],  275,  two  hundred  and  seventy-five, 

Nov[em6e]r,     300,  three  hundred, 

Dec[em&e]r,      310,  three  hundred  and  ten. 

•  "Person  or,"  omitted. 
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In  all  cases 
where  execu- 
tors, etc., have 
received  bills 
be  discharged. 


Judges  of  pro- 
bate, directed  to 
settle  the 
accounts  of 
executors,  etc. 


One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  — 

January,  325,  three  hundred  and  twenty-five, 

February,  350,  three  hundred  and  fifty, 

March,  375,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five, 

April,  400,  four  hundied, 

May,  400,  four  hundred, 

June,  400,  four  hundred, 

July,  425,  four  hundred  and  twenty-five, 

Aug[w]st,  450,  four  hundred  and  fifty, 

Sep[fem&e]r,  475,  four  hundred  and  seventy-five, 

Octo[6er],  500,  five  hundred, 

Nov[em&e]i,  545,  five  hundi'ed  and  forty-five, 

Dec[em6e]r,  634,  six  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine :  — 

January,  742,  seven  hundred  and  forty-two, 

February,  868,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight, 

March,  1,000,  one  thousand, 

April,  1)104,  eleven  hundred  and  four. 

May,  1,215,  twelve  hundred  and  fifteen, 

June,  1,342,  thirteen  hundred  and  forty-two, 

July,  1?477,  fourteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 

Aug[w]st,       1,630,  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty, 
Sep[tembe]r,  1,800,  eighteen  hundred, 
Octo[6er],      2,030,  twenty  hundred  and  thirty, 
Nov[em6e]r,  2,308,  twenty-three  hundred  and  eight, 
Dec[em&e]r,  2,593,  twenty-five  hundred  and  ninety-thrge. 

One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  :  — 

January,  2,934,  twenty-nine  hundred  and  thirty-four, 

February,  3,322,  thirty-three  hundred  and  twenty-two, 

March,  3,736,  thirty-seven  hundred  and  thu'ty-sii, 

April,  4,000,  four  thousand. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect,  3.]  That,  in  all  cases  where  executors,  administrators, 
guardians,  agents,  attoruies,  or  those  who  have  received  monies  for 
others,  in  trust,  have  received  the  bills  of  credit  aforesaid  in  their 
aforesaid  capacities,  for  others,  that,*  upon  payment  of  the  same 
monies,  or  on  the  assignment  of  such  securities  as  they  have  taken 
for  the  same  (or  such  other  bills  of  credit  as  they  may,  for  the  benefit 
of  those  for  whom  they  have  acted,  have  exchanged  for  the  bills  they 
received  as  aforesaid) ,  be  discharged  from  any  demands  of  those  foi 
whom  they  have  so  acted ;  and  the  judges  of  probate  are  hereby 
directed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  executors,  administrators  and  guar- 
dians, accordingly,  on  their  oath,  without  allowing  any  depreciation  on 
the  bills  of  credit  aforesaid  :  and  on  such  bills  of  credit  or '  securities 
being  produced  in  any  court  of  law  (by  any  agent  or  attorney,  or 
person  who  has  received  money  for  others,  in  trust,  on  any  actions 
brought  by  their  principals  against  them) ,  and  ready  to  be  delivered 
or  assigned  over,  as  aforesaid,  such  agent  or  attorney,  being  |  to  be  ex- 

*  This  superfluous  word  appears  both  in  the  bill,  and  the  engrossed  act.  If  it  had  been 
"they,"  it  would  have  supplied  a  needed  nominative  to  "be- discharged",  in  the  eighth 
line  of  this  section,  and  would  have  made  it  possible  to  correct  the  marginal  note,  with  cer- 
tainty, t  'Stc'  "  ready  ",  omitted  ? 
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amined  on  oath,  in  such  court,  touching  the  same,  shall  be  discharged 
of  so  much  as  they  shall  deliver  in,  or  assign  over,  without  any  de- 
preciation allowed  againet  them  in  such  cases. 

AnO  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]     That  the  calculation  in  the  foregoing  scale  shall  be  con-  The  calculation 
sidered  as  having  refer[r]ence  to  the  first  day  of  each  month,  respec-  en^e^tl  theTrst 
tively,  and  the  bills  of  credit  aforesaid  shall  be  considered  as  having  ^^^^j^j^ '^'*''^ 
depreciated  in  regular  and  equal  degrees  from  the  first  day  of  each  respectively. 
month. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  bills  of  credit  heretofore  emitted  by  the  Proviso. 
United  States  shall  remain  a  legal  tender,  at  the  nominal  value,  to 
answer  all  debts  due  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  to  their  cred- 
itors in  other  states,  until[l]  such  time  as  the  state  or  states  in  which 
such  creditors  belong  shall  make  sim[u][i]lar  laws  to  promote  equal 
justice. 

Whereas  sundry  persons  disaffected  to  the  United  States,  and  some 
others  who  have  been  lost  to  virtue  and  the  general  good  of  said 
states,  have  utterly  refused  taking  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United 
States,  for  their  debts,  notwithstanding  legal  tenders  have  been  made 
for  discharging  the  same,  whereby  debtors  in  many  cases  may  be  sub- 
jected to  great  injustice  if  no  provision  is  made  for  their  relief,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  bi/  the  aitthority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]     That  where  any  person  has  made  a  tender,  in  bills  of  Persons  who 
credit  of  this  or  the  United  States,  for  the  discharge  of  any  debt,  and  thJbiUsof'tho 
the  creditor  has  refused  to  receive  the  same,  and  shall  hereafter  bring  United  states, 

•  /.  •TTi'ii  1  •  /.I  judgmeut  to  be 

his  action  for  said  debt,  in  all  such  cases  the  justices  of  the  supe-  giveuiorthe 
rio[u]r  court  of  judicature,  &c.,  and  the  justices  of  the  several  in-  "hepressnt™ °* 
ferio[u]r  courts,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  [i]  [e]mpowered  and  directed,  current  money, 
respectively,  in  all  and  every  such  case  that  shall  come  before  them, 
to  give  judgment  thereon  for  the  nominal  sum,  of  the  present  current 
money  of  the  United  States  (or  a  sum  equal  thereto,  in  the  bills  of 
credit  emitted  by  this  government  agreeably  to  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  eighteenth  March  last) ,  in  case  the  tender  was  made  previous  to 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  ;  but  in  case  the  tender  was  made  at  any  time  since  the  first  day  incase. 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- seven,  or,  at  any 
time,  to  executors,  administrators,  agents,  attornies,  or  to  any  other 
persons  acting  in  trust,  the  justices  of  the  court  before  whom  such 
cause  may  be,  shall  direct  the  same  to  be  heard,  and  finally  determined, 
by  refer [r]ence  thereof  to  indifferent  persons  mutually  chosen  by 
the  contending  parties;  and  in  case  they,  or  their  attornies,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  appoint  such  referrees,  the  said  justices  are  author- 
ised to  appoint  three  indifferent  persons,  freeholders  within  the 
county  where  such  cause  shall  be  tried,  which  said  referrees,  so  chosen 
or  appointed,  shall  hear  and  finally  determine  such  cause  as  to  them 
.shall  appear  just  and  equitable,  taking  into  consideration  all  the  cir- 
cumstances thereof. 

And  whereas  contentions  and  disputes  may  arise  between  creditors 
ar<d  debtors,  relative  to  any  payments  that  may  have  been  made 
towards  the  discharge  of  any  contract  made  for  the  payment  of  money  ; 
to  prevent  the  same,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]     That  all  payments  which  have  been  made  towards  the  Payments 
discharge  of  any  debt  or  contract,  public  or  private,  and  which  have  dischargo^o^f 
been,  by  the  creditor,  acknowledged,  either  by  indors[e]ment,  receipt,  any  debt,  etc., 
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how  to  be 
reckoned. 


When  disputes 
shall  arise,  to  be 
determined  by 
lefereeB. 


No  execution  to 
be  issued  where 
judgments  have 
been  made  up, 
until  the  expira- 
tion of  six 
months. 
Proviso. 


or  discharge,  in  writing,  on  account,  the  sum  so  paid  shall  be  reckoned 
to  the  credit  of  the  debtor,  as  so  much  paid  in  discharge  of  the  same 
(where  there  has  been,  between  creditor  and  debtor,  no  agreement  to 
the  contrary) ,  without  any  deduction  from  the  sum  so  paid  in  consider- 
ation of  the  depreciation  of  money. 

And  whereas,  in  some  instances,  since  the  first  day  of  .January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  accounts  and  book-debts 
may  have  been  charged  at  the  rate  of  the  real  value  in  gold  or  silver, 
without  taking  into  consideration  any  depreciation,  — 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  where  any  dispute  shall  arise  between  debtor  and 
creditor,  with  respect  to  any  such  accounts  or  book-debts,  all  suits 
arising  on  such  disputes  and  contentions  shall  be  determined  by 
referrees,  chosen  and  appointed  as  before  directed  with  regard  to 
tenders  of  money  as  aforesaid ;  but  in  all  suits  brought  for  the  re- 
covery of  accounts  or  book-debts  contracted  since  the  said  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  where  it 
is  not  alledged  that  such  accounts  or  book-debts  were  charged  at  the 
rate  of  the  real  value  in  gold  or  silver,  all  such  accounts  and  book- 
debts  shall  be  discharged  agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation  in 
this  act  established. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  9.]  That  in  all  cases  where  judg[e]raent  shall  be  made  up 
agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation  herein  contained,  no  execution 
shall  be  issued  until  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  the  passing 
this  act :  provided,  that  all  attachments  made  shall  be  held  good  and 
valid,  to  answer  the  execution  on  judgment,  at  any  time  within  seven 
months  after  the  passing  this  act ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.    {^Passed  September  29. 


CHAPTER  13. 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  ONE  LAW  OF  THIS  STATE, 
MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SEVEN,  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE 
REPEALING  ONE  PART  OF  A  LAW  OF  THIS  STATE,  MADE  AND  PASSED 
IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND 
SEVENTY-SIX,  INTITLED  'AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  ONE  LAW  OF  THIS 
COLONY,  MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE  FOURTH  YEAR  OF  THE  REIGN 
OF  WILLIAM  AND  MARY,  KING  AND  QUEEN,  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR 
REGULATING  FEES  AND  ALLOWANCES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  OFFICERS 
AND  PERSONS,  WITHIN  THIS  COLONY,  HEREINAFTER  MENTIONED,"  '" 
AND  FOR  REPEALING  ANOTHER  ACT  OR  LAW  OF  THIS  STATE,  MADE 
AND  PASSED  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN 
HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY,  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  FURTHER  AUG- 
MENTING CERTAIN  FEES,  ALLOWANCES  AND  PENALTIES  ESTAB- 
LISHED BY  LAWS  OF  THIS  STATE,  AND  FOR  ENLARGING  THE  JURIS- 
DICTION OF  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE." 


Preamble. 


Whereas  the  fees  and  allowances  to  civil  officers  and  other  persons 
as  set  down  in  an  act  of  this  state  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven    hundred  and   seventy-seven,  intitled 
1777-78,  chap.  17.  "An  Act  for  the  repealing  one  part  of  a  law  of  this  state,  made  and 
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passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  intitled  '  An  Act  for  repealing  one  law  of  this  colony, 
made  and  passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  William  and 
Mary,  king  and  queen,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  regulating  fees  and  allow- 
ances of  the  several  officers  and  persons  *  hereinafter  mentioned,"  '  " 
appear  to  be  adequate  to  their  services  and  expences  in  the  present 
situation  of  the  public  currency,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Goxmcil  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  the  aforesaid  act,  made  and  passed  as  aforesaid,  Reviving  a  law 
iu  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-  tocontinue'the'^ 
seven,  and  every  part  and  clause  thereof,  so  far  as  it  determines  the  same  to  the 
fees  and  allowances  to  civil  officers  and  other  persons,  shall  be  and  May,  im. 
hereby  is  revived,  and  declared  to  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day 
of  May,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
sitting  of  the  general  court,  and  no  longer. 

Aiid  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]     That  one  other  law  of  this  state,  made  and  passed  iu  Certain  laws 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  intitled  'iodamruuiT*' 
'•  An  Act  for  further  augmenting  certain  fees,  allowances  and  penal-  audvoid. 
ties,  established  by  laws  of  this  state,  and  for  enlarging  the  jurisdic-  itto-so, chap.  37 
tion  of  justices  of  the  peace,"  —  and  all  other  laws  of  this  state,  made 
and  passed  since  the  j^ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-eight,  for  the   purpose  of  increasing  the  fees  and  allow- 
ances to  civil  officers,  and  for  augmenting  penalties,  or  for  [i][e]nlarg- 
ing  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  every  part  and  clause 
therein  contained,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed  and  declared  null 
and  void. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  3.]  Where  any  judg[e]ments  in  any  courts  of  record  with-  Proviso, 
in  this  state,  have,  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  been  made  up  in 
the  current  money  of  this  state,  or  executions  issued  and  have  not 
been  satisfied,  the  same  shall  be  discharged  and  satisfied,  at  the  nomi- 
nal sum  in  such  judg[e]ments  or  executions  expressed,  in  the  bills 
heretofore  issued  by  Congress  ;  or  in  gold  or  silver,  or  the  new  bills  is- 
sued on  the  credit  of  this  state  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress, 
passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  of  silver,  orj  the  new 
money,  for  forty  dollars  of  the  old.  And  where  any  recognizances 
liave  been  taken  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  since  the  thirteenth 
day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  which  may  be  hereafter  forfeited,  judg[e]ment  shall  be  made  up 
thereon  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every  thirty-two  dollars  con- 
tained in  such  recognizances.     [^Passed  October  3. 

*  "  Within  this  colony,"  is  in  the  quoted  title.  t  Sic :  "  of  "  ? 
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CHAPTER    14. 


AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  INTITLED  "AN  ACT  IN  FURTHER 
ADDITION  TO  AND  EXPLANATION  OF  AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN 
ACT  FOR  ERECTING  OF  A  POWDER-HOUSE  IN  BOSTON." 


Preamble. 
1732.53,  chap.  9. 


Persons  pre- 
suming to  keep 
powder  in  their 
houses,  ware- 
houses, etc., 
penalty  over 
and  above  the 
forfeiture. 


Inhabitants 
offending  a 
second  time, 
penalty. 


The  moieties, 
how  to  be 
disposed. 

Forfeitures  to 
be  in  the  new 
emission. 


1771-72,  chap.  9. 


To  continue  in 
force  six  years. 


Whereas  the  various  acts  of  the  late  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  made  and  provided  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  powder-house 
in  Boston,  and  of  deterring  the  inhabitants  thereof  from  keeping  cer- 
tain quantities  of  powder,  in  houses  and  warehouses,  &c.,*  to  the  great 
inconvenience,  discouragement,  and  danger  of  persons  assisting  in 
time  of  fire,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  from  and  after  the  publication  hereof,  any  person 
within  the  town  of  Boston  who  sliall  presume  to  keep,  in  his  house  or 
warehouse,  or  any  other  building,  other  than  magazine,  any  powder 
above  what  is  by  law  allowed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  half-bar- 
rel, the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  (and  so,  pro  rata,  for  every  greater  quan- 
tity), over  and  above  the  forfeiture  or  confiscation  of  the  said  powder  ; 
one  moiety  thereof  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town,  to  be  paid 
to  the  town  treasurer  ;  the  other  moiety,  to  the  fire-wards,  or  any  others 
that  shall  sue  for  the  same.  And  whoever,  of  said  inhabitants,  hav- 
ing offended  as  aforesaid,  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  a  second  time 
offend,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  half-barrel,  the  sum  of  forty 
pounds  (and  so,  pro  rata,  for  every  greater  quantity),  over  and  above 
the  forfeiture  or  confiscation  of  the  powder,  a  second  time,  kept  as 
aforesaid  ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said 
town,  to  be  paid  to  the  town  treasurer ;  the  other  moiety  to  the  fire- 
wards,  or  an}'  others  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  :  the  said  forfeitures 
to  be  in  the  money  of  the  new  emission,  and  to  be  recovered  in  man- 
ner as  is  provided  in  an  act  of  said  late  province,  made  and  passed  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one, 
intitled  "  An  Act  for  erecting  twof  magazine's  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
powder,"  &g. 

[Sect,  2.]  This  act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
six  years,  from  the  second  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  and  until  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  the  general 
assembly  and  no  longer.     [^Passed  October  4. 


CHAPTER     15. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  AN  ACADEMY  IN  THE  TOWN   OF  ANDOVER, 
BY  THE  NAME  OF  PHILLIPS  ACADEMY. 


Preamble.  Whereas   the  education  of  youth  has  ever  been  consider [e]'d  by 

the  wise  and  good  as  an  object  of  tlie  highest  consequence  to  the 
safety  and  happiness  of  a  people,  as  at  that  period  the  mind  easily 
receives  and  retains  impressions,  is  formed  with  peculiar  advantage  to 
piety  and  virtue,  and  directed  to  the  pursuit  of  .the  most  useful  kuowl- 

*  There  seems  to  be  an  omission  here.  Probal)ly  the  words,  "are  disregarded,"  or, 
"  have  proved  insufficient,"  were  meant  to  be  inserted,  I)ut  were  inadvertently-  left  out  of 
the  bill.  t  "  Publick,"  is  in  the  quoted  title. 
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edge ;  and  whereas  the  Honorable  Samuel  Phillips,  of  Andover,  in 
the  county  of  Essex,  Esquire,  and  the  Honorable  John  Phillips,  of 
Exeter,  in  the  county  of  llockiugham  and  state  of  New  Hampshire, 
Esquire,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  by  a  legal  instrument  of  that 
date,  gave,  granted,  and  assigned  to  the  Honorable  William  Phillips, 
Esquire,  and  others  therein  name[d*],  and  to  their  heirs,  divers  lots 
and  parcels  of  land  in  said  instrument  described,  as  well  as  certain 
other  estate,  to  the  use  and  upon  the  trust  following ;  viz.,  that  the 
rents,  profits  and  interest  thereof  be  forever  laid  out  and  expended,  by 
the  trustees  in  the  said  instrument  named,  for  the  support  of  a  public 
free  school  or  academy  in  the  town  of  Andover ;  and  whereas  the 
execution  of  the  generous  and  important  design  of  the  grantors  afore- 
said will  be  attended  with  very  great  embarrassments,  unless,  by  an 
act  of  incorporation,  the  trustees  mentioned  in  the  said  instrument, 
and  their  successors,  shall  be  authori[z][s]ed  to  commence  and  prose- 
cute actions  at  law,  and  transact  such  other  matters,  in  their  corpo- 
rate capacity,  as  the  interest  of  the  said  academy  shall  require,  — 

Be  it  therefore  enacttd  by  the  Council  and  House  of  liepresentatices 
in  General  Court  asstmhled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]     That  there  be,  and  there  hereby  is,  established,  in  the  To  establish  m 
town  of  Andover  and  county  of  Essex,  an  academy  by  the  name  of  Audovc"  .°j 
Phillips  Academy,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  true  piety  and  virtue,  n^'J^g'of/.jfjiiJl^g 
and  for  the  education  of  youth,  in  the  English,  Latin,  and  Greek  Ian-  Academy, 
guages,  together  with  writ[t]ing,  arithmetic,  music[/i;],  and  the  art  of 
speaking  ;  also,   practical  geometry,  logic,  and  geography,  and  such 
other   of  the   liberal   arts   and  sciences,    or   languages,    as  opportu- 
nity may  hereafter  permit  and  as  the  trustees  hereinafter  provided 
shall  direct. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aulhority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.   2.]     That  the    llon\_orahf\Q  Samuel  PhiUips,  of  Andover,  J™^|^^'^^,  f^,,. 
aforesaid,  Esq[wi]r[e],  the   Hon[ora&Z]e  John  Phillips,  of   Exeter,  gaS°acadom°y, 
aforesaid,  Esq[Mt]r[e],  the  lIon[oAa6i]e  William  Phillips  and  Oliver  '™f,^Yn°toa" 
Wendell,  Esq[?u"]r[e]s,  and  John  Lowell,  Esq[wQr[fc!],  of  Boston,  in  body  politic, 
the  county  of  Suffolk  and  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  Rev[e?-e/j.]d 
Josiah  Sfearns,  of  Epping,  in  the  county  of  Rockingham,  aforesaid, 
the    Rev[ere?i]d  William  Symms,  of  said  Andover,  the   Rev[e/-e*/]d 
Elias  Smith,  of   Middleton,  in  the  said  county  of   Essex,  the  Rev- 
\^eren']d  Jonathan  French,  Sam[zie]l  Phillips,  jun"^'^.,  Esq"^""^.,  Mr.  Eliph- 
alet  Pearson,  gentleman,  and  Mr.  Nehemiah  Abbot,  yeoman,  —  all  of 
Andover,  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  h-ereby  are,  nominated  and  appointed 
trustees  of   said  academy  ;  and  they  are  hereby  incorporated  into  a 
body  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  Phillips  Academy ;  and 
that  they  and  their  successors  shall  be  and  continue  a  body  politic  and 
corporate,  by  the  same  name  forever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  3.j     That  all  tlie  lands  and  monies  which,  by  a  legal  in-  The  lands  ecu. 
strument,  bearing  date  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  wimam riiiiupa 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  were  given,  granted,  ?"us°eil''orBaid 
and  assigned  by  the  [be]  [a] fore-mentioned  Samuel  Phillips  and  John  academy. 
Phillips,  unto  the  said  William  Phillips,  Oliver  Wendell,  John  Lowell, 
Tosiah  Stearns,  William  Symm[e]s,  Elias  Smith,  Jontxthan  French, 
Samuel  Phillips,  jun"^""^.,  Eliphalet  Pearson  and  Nehemiah  A])bot,  and 
to  their  heirs,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  confirmed  to  the  said  William 
Phillips  and  others,  last  named,  and  to  their  successors,  as  trustees  of 

*  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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Said  tniBtees  to 
have  one  com- 
mou  seal,  and 
to  renew  said 
Bcal,  and  to  sue 
and  be  sued. 


Empowered  to 
elect  such 
otBcers  as  said 
trustees  shall 
judge  necessary, 
and  to  make 
laws. 


The  number  of 
trustees  to  con- 
sist of  no  more 
than  thirteen 
nor  less  than 
seven. 


The  principal 
instructor  to  be 
one  of  them. 


In  case  of  death, 
the  major  part 
of  the  trustees 
empowered  to 
suijply  the 
vacancies. 


The  trustees  to 
be  deemed 
capable,  in  the 
law,  to  take  and 
receive  by  gift, 
grant,  etc. 
Proviso. 


Phillips  Academy,  forever,  for  the  uses  and  purposes,  and  upon  the 
trust  which  in  said  instrument  are  expressed  ;  and  the  trustees  afore- 
said, their  successors,  and  the  officers  of  the  said  academy,  are  hereby 
required,  in  conducting  the  concerns  thereof,  and  in  all  matters  relat- 
ing thereto,  to  regulate  themselves  conformably  to  the  true  design 
and  intention  of  the  said  grantors  as  expressed  in  their  instrument 
above  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  shall  have 
one  common  seal,  which  they  may  make  use  of  in  any  cause  or  busi- 
ness that  relates  to  the  said  office  of  trustees  of  the  said  academy, 
and  they  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  break,  change,  and  renew 
the  said  seal,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  see  fit ;  and  that  they 
may  sue  and  be  sued  in  all  actions,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  and 
prosecute  and  defend  the  same  unto  final  judgment  and  execution,  by 
the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  Phillips's  Academy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  5.]  That  the  said  Samuel  Phillips  and  others,  the  trustees 
aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  the  longest  livers,  and  survivors,  of 
them,  be  the  true  and  sole  visitors,  trustees,  and  governors  of  the  said 
Phillips  Academy,  in  perpetual  succession  forever,  to  be  continued  in 
the  way  and  manner  hereafter  specified  ;  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  elect  such  officers  of  the  said  academy  as  they  shall  judge  neces- 
sary and  convenient,  and  to  make  and  ordain  such  laws,  orders,  and 
rules,  for  the  good  government  of  said  academy,  as  to  them,  the  said 
trustees,  governors,  and  visitors  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  various  occasions  and  circumstan- 
ces, seem  most  fit  and  requ[e][t]site  ;  all  which  shall  be  observed  by 
the  officers,  scholars,  and  servants  of  the  said  academy  upon  the 
penalties  therein  contained :  pi  ovided,  notwithstanding,  that  the  said 
rules,  laws,  and  orders  be  no  ways  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  state. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  the  number  of  the  said  trustees,  aforesaid,  and 
their  successors,  shall  not,  at  any  one  time,  be  more  than  thirteen,  or 
less  than  seven,  —  seven  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  trans- 
acting business  ;  and  a  major  part  of  the  members  present  at  any  legal 
meeting  shall  decide  all  questions  that  shall  come  before  them,  except 
in  the  instance [sj  hereinafter  excepted  ;  that  the  principal  instructor, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  ever  be  one  of  them  ;  that  a  major  part  shall 
be  laymen  and  respectable  freeholders  ;  also,  that  a  major  part  shall 
consist  of  men  who  are  not  inhabitants  of  the  town  where  the  semi- 
nary is  situate. 

And  to  perpetuate  the  succession  of  [the]  said  trustees, — 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  as  often  as  one  or  more  of  the  trustees  of  said 
Phillips  Academy  shall  die,  or  resign,  or,  in  the  judg[e]ment  of  a 
major  part  of  the  other  trustees,  be  render[e]'d,  by  age  or  otherwise, 
incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office,  then,  and  so  often, 
the  trustees  then  surviving  and  remaining,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
shall  elect  one  or  more  persons  to  supply  the  vacancy  or  vacancies. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  8.]  That  the  trustees  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  be,  and 

they  hereby  are,  rendered  capable,  in  law,  to  take   and  receive,  by 

gift,  grant,   devise,  bequest,  or  otherwise,  any  lands,  tenements,  or 

other  estate,  real  and  personal :  provided,  %\\-c\ii\xQ  annual  income  of  the 
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said  real  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  and 
the  annual  income  of  the  said  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  pounds,  —  both  sums  to  be  valued  in  silver,  at  the  rate 
of  six  shillings  and  eightpence  by  the  ounce  ;  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  same  to  them,  the  said  trustees,  and  their  successors,  on  such  terms, 
and  under  such  provisions  and  limitations,  as  may  be  expressed  in  any 
deed  or  instrument  of  conveyance  to  them  made. 

Provided^  aliuays,  — 

[Sect.  9.]  That  neither  the  said  trustees  nor  their  successors  shall  rroviBo. 
ever  hereafter  receive  any  grant  or  donation  the  condition  whereof 
shall  require  them,  or  any  others  concerned,  to  act,  in  any  respect, 
counter  to  the  design  of  the  first  grantors,  or  of  any  prior  donation  ; 
and  all  deeds  and  instruments  which  the  said  trustees  may  lawfully 
make,  shall,  when  made  in  the  name  of  the  said  trustees,  and  signed 
and  delivered  by  the  treasurer,  and  sealed  with  the[ir]  common  seal, 
bind  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors,  and  be  valid  in  law. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

TSect.   10.1     That  if  it  shall  hereafter  be  iudged,  upon  mature  and  Two-tbiids  of 

•  *f       o       '      k  said  trustees 

impartial  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  by  two-thirds  of  all  the  empoweiod  to 
trustees,  that,  for  good  and  substantial  reasons  which  at  this  time  do  eeShwry^and to 
not  exist,  the  true  design  of  this  institution  will  be  better  promoted  by  establish  the 
removing  the  seminary  from  the  place  where  it  is  founded,  in  that  case  p^f^easfhoy 
it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  said  trustees  to  remove  it  accordingl}^  shall  judge  to 
and  to  establish  it  in  such  place,  within  this  state,  as  they  shall  judge 
to  be  best  calculated  for  carrying  into  effectual  execution  the  intention 
of  the  founders.     [Passed  October  4. 


CHAPTER    16. 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  [TAX  OF*]  FIVE  MIL- 
LIONS SIX  HUNDRED  AND  ONE  THOUSAND  AND  TWENTY-SIX  POUNDS 
THIRTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  FOURPENCE,  UPON  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS 
AND  OTHER  PLA  [CfiS  IN  T*]HIS  STATE  HEREINAFTER  NAMED,  FOR 
DEFRAYING  THE  PUBLIC  CHARGES;  AND  FOR  CARRYING  INTO  EXE- 
CUTION THE  RESOLVES  OF  CONGRESS  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  OF 
MARCH,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  aforesaid  sum  of  five  millions  six 
hundred  and  one  thousand  and  twenty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  fourpence,  should  be  raised  and  paid  into  the  public  treasury  of 
this  state,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  said  eighteenth  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  wherein  it  is  recommended  to  this 
state  to  pay  in  their  proportion  of  all  the  Continental  bills  of  credit 
now  in  circulation,  by  the  last  day  of  April,  one  thousan[(i*]  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one  ;  and  for  defraying  such  public  charges  as 
have  arisen,  or  that  may  arise,  for  the  support  of  government ;  there- 
fore, for  the  more  effectual  drawing  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of  five 
millions  six  hundred  and  one  thousand  and  twenty-six  pounds  thir- 
teen shillings  and  fourpence,  — 

*  Engrossment  mutilated. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

[Sect.  1.]  That  each  town  arid  other  place  within  this  state  be 
assessed  and  pay,  as  such  town  and  other  place's  proportion  of  the  said 
sum  of  five  millions  six  hundred  and  one  thousand  and  twenty-six 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,  the  following  sums  set 
against  them  respectively  ;  that  is  to  say,  — 

COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. 


Boston, 
Roxbury, 

Dorchester,  . 

Milton, 

Braintree,     . 

Weymouth, 

Hinghara, 

Cohasset, 
Dedhatn, 
Medfleld, 
Wrentham,  . 

Brookline,    . 

Needham,     . 

Stoughton,    . 
Stoughtonham, 

Medway, 

Bellingham, 
Hull,     . 

Walpole, 

Chelsea, 
Franklin, 

Foxboro[?tg'/i], 


Three  hundred  and  eight  thousand  pounds,  . 
Forty-sis  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpcnce,  . 
Thirty -four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty 

pounds, 

Twenty-four  thousand   two  hundred  and  sixty 

six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 
Fifty-four  thousand  six  hundred  pounds, 
Twenty-six  thousand  six  hundred  pounds,    . 
Thirty   thousand    nine    hundred  and   eighty-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 
Twelve  thousand  and  forty  pounds, 
Fifty-six  thousand  pounds,      .... 
Nineteen  thousand  six  hundred  pounds. 
Twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty 

[pounds], 

Eighteen    thousand    seven    hundred    and    sixty 

pounds 

Twenty-three  thousand  and  six  pounds  thirteen 

shillings  and  fourpence,  .... 
Thirty-six  thousand  four  hundred  pounds,  . 
Sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty -three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Twenty-one    thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty 

pounds, 

Nine  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds,    . 

Three  thousand    four   hundred    and   fifty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,   . 
Eighteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence, 
Thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  pounds,     . 
Twenty-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy 

three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence. 
Sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds 


Eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy  pounds 


£308,000 

46,433 

34,720 

24,266 
04,600 
26,600 


Os.  Od. 


30,986 
12,040 
56,000 
19,600 

26,880 

18,760 

23,006 
36,400 


0  0 

13  4 

0  0 

0  0 

13  4 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

13  4 

0  0 


16,823    6    8 


21,280 
9,800 


0    0 
0    0 


3,453    6    8 


18,106 
13,300 


21,373 
16,240 


13    4 
0    0 


£838,670    Os.Od. 


comrrY  of  essex. 


Salem,  . 

Danvers, 

Ipswich, 
Newbury,     . 

Newburyport, 
Marblehead, 

Lynn,   . 
Andover, 

Beverly, 

Rowley, 

Salisbury, 

Haverhill, 
Gloucester, 

Topsfield, 

Almsbury, 


One  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and 
foui-pence 

Forty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

Seventy-four  thousand  two  hundred  pounds. 

Sixty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds, 

Seventy-five  thousand  sis  hundred  pounds,  . 

Seventy-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy 
pounds, 

Thirty -three  thousand  six  hundred  pounds,  . 

Sixty-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence. 

Forty-six  thousand  throe  hundred  and  eighty-six 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 

Thirty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-six 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 

Twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  six  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence, 

Thirty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  pounds, . 

Forty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds, 

Nineteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-three 
pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,-  . 

Tvsrenty-four  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
si±  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 


£113,236  13s.  id. 

42,386  13  4 

74,200  0  0 

68,460  0  0 

75,600  0  0 

71,470  0  0 

33,600  0  0 

63,793  6  8 

46,386  13  4 

34,626  13  4 

26,506  13  4 

39,200  0  0 

49,420  0  0 

19,693  6  8 

24,196  13  4 
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Essex  County  —  Concluded, 


Wenham, 
Manchester, 


Middleton, 


Twenty-five  thousand  and  eighty-three  pounds 
six  shillings  and  eightpence,        .... 

Twenty  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-six 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 

Twenty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence, 

Ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 

Ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-six 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 

Fifteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  pounds, 


£25,088    6«.8d. 

20,486  13    4 

21,443    6    8 
10,640    0    0 

10,476  13    4 
15,190    0    0 


Eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety-sis  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  fourpenqe 


£886,596  13a.  id. 


COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX. 


Camhridge,  . 

Charlestown, 
Watertown, 

Woburn, 

Concord, 

Newton, 

Reading, 

Marlborough; 

Billerica, 

Framingham 

Lexington, 

Chelmsford, 

Sherburne, 

Sudbury, 

Maiden, 

Weston, 

Medford, 

Hopkinton, 

We8[t]ford, 

Waltham,     . 
Stow,    . 
Groton, 
Shirley, 

Pepper[»*]ell, 

Townsend,  . 

Dracnt, 

Bedford, 

Holliston, 
Acton,  .        . 
Dunstable,    . 


Lincoln, 

Wilmington, 

Tewk[ej8bury, 

Littleton, 

Ashby, 
Natick, 
Btoneham,    . 


Forty-two   thousand   eight    hundred  and  forty 

pounds, 

Fourteen  thousand  pounds, 

Nineteen    thousand    four    hundred    and    sixty 

pounds 

Twenty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  ond  sixty 

pounds, 

Twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty 

pounds,  .        .        . 

Twenty-five  thousand  six   hundred  and  twenty 

pounds, 

Twenty -nine  thousand  and  fifty  pounds, 
Thirty-three  thousand  six  hundred  pounds, 
Twenty -two  thousand  four  hundred  pounds, 
Twenty-six  thousand  and  forty  pounds. 
Eighteen    thousand    one    hundred    and    thirty 

pounds, 

Twenty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty 

pounds, 

Thirteen    thousand    five    hundred    and    eighty 

pounds, 

Thirty-six  thousand   two  hundred  and  thirteen 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Sixteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 
Eighteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  three  pounds 

six  shillings  and  eightpence,         .... 
Twenty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 

pounds 

Sixteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,   . 
Nineteen    thousand    four    hundred    and    sixty 

pounds, 

Sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds, 
Fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 
Twenty-six  thousand  and  forty  pounds. 
Ten  thousand  one   hundred  and    seventy-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Fifteen    thousand    nine   hundred    and   thirteen 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Twelve  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy -three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Twelve   thousand    seven  hundred    and   sixteen 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,   . 
Fifteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 
Fourteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 
Thirteen   thousand   one  hundred  and  thirty-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,   . 
Thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds. 
Ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 
Twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety -three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Six  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 
Nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty  pounds, 
Six  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty  pounds. 

Six  hundred  and  ninety -five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  pounds  six  shillings  and 
eightpenee 


£42,840 
14,000 

0«.0d. 
0    0 

19,460 

0 

0 

29,260 

0 

0 

26,880 

0 

0 

25,620 

0 

0 

29,050 
33,600 
22,400 
26,040 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

18,130 

0 

0 

21,420 

0 

0 

13,580 

0 

0 

36,213 

6 

8 

16,706  13 

4 

18,503 

6 

8 

21,840 

0 

0 

16,986  13 

4 

19,460 
16,800 
15,540 
26,040 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

10,173 

6 

8 

15,913 

S 

8 

12,133 

6 

8 

16,473 

6 

8 

12,716  13 
15,120    0 
14,140    0 

4 
0 
0 

13,136  13 
13,160    0 
10,640    0 

4 
0 
0 

12,833 

6 

8 

16,893 
6,440 
9,380 
6,230 

6 
0 
0 
0 

8 
0 
0 
0 

£696,753 

68 

.8c?. 
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COmTTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 


Springfield,  . 

West  Springfield, 

Wilbraham, 

Northampton, 

Southampton, 

Hadley, 
South  Hadley, 

Amherst, 

Granby, 
Hatfield, 

Whately,      . 

Williamsburg, 

Westfield,    . 

Deerfleld,     . 

Greenfield,  . 

Shelburne,    . 
Conway,       , 

Sunderland, 
Montague,    . 
Northfleld,   . 

Brimfield,     . 

South  Brimfield, 

Monson, 

Pelham, 

Gre[e]nwich, 
Blanford, 

Leverett, 

Palmer, 
Granville,     . 

New  Salem, 

Belchertown, 

Col[e]rain,   . 

Ware,   . 

Warwick,     . 

Barnardsto[!/)]n, 

Murrayfield, 

Charlemont, 

Ashfield, 

Worthington, 

8hute[s]bury, 

Southwick,  . 

Suffield, 

Enfield. 

Somers, 

Ludlow, 

Norwich, 

Merryfield,  . 

No.  5  Oummington, 

Westhampton, 


Thirty-three  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy 

pounds, 

Thirty -three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,   . 
Nineteen   thousand   three   hundred  and  ninety 

pounds, 

Twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence, 
El[e]ven   thousand  seven  hundred  eighty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpcnce,  . 
Sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
Eight    thousand    and  seventy-three  pounds  six 

shillings  and  eightpence,      .... 
Sixteen  thousand   six   hundred   thirteen  pounds 

six  shillings  and  eightpence, 
Eight  thousand  six  hundred  eighty  pounds, 
Fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  three  pounds  six 

shillings  and  eightpence,       .... 
Six  thousand  eight  hundred   thirty-six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  aud'fourpence, .... 
Eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpenffe, 
Twenty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty -three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Eighteen   thousand   two    hundred   and  seventy 

pounds 

Eleven    thousand    three   hundred    and    sixteen 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,  . 
Twelve  thousand  five  hundred  thirty  pounds, 
Fifteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  pounds 
Eight  thousand  four  hundred  pounds,  . 
Thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Seventeen    thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy 

pounds, 

Ten   thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Twelve  thousand  and  eighty -six  pounds  thirteen 

shillings  and  fourpence 

Twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
Thirteen    thousand    nine    hundred    and   thirty 

pounds, 

Four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty -six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence, 
Eleven  thousand  throe  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
Twenty-one  thousand   four  hundred   and  forty 

three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence, 
Fourteen    thousand    two  hundred    and   fifty-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 
Fourteen    thousand    eight    hundred    and    forty 

pounds, 

Nine  thousand  and  fifty -three  pounds  six  shillingi 

and  eightpence, 

Seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence, 
Nine  thousand  eight  hundred    and  ninety-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,   . 
Seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
Eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  pounds, 
Seven  thousand  two  hundred  thirty -three  pounds 

six  shillings  and  eightpence, 
Nine    thousand    nine    bundled    and    sixty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 
Seven    thousand   three    hundred  and  ninety-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 
Seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  ten  pounds, 


Five    thousand    one     hundred    and    thirty-three 

pounds  six  shilliugs  and  eightpence,  . 
Three    thousand    six    hundred     and   sixty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Two    thousand     two    hundred    and    sixty -three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Six  thousand  and  forty -three  pounds  six  shillings 

and  eightpence,  .  .  .  .  . 
Four  thousand  three  hundred  eighty-six  pound 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 


£33,670    Os.Od, 

33,716  13  4 

19,390    0  0 

26,506  13  4 

11,783    6  8 

16,240    0  0 

8,073    6  8 

16,613    6  8 

8,680    0  0 

15,703    6  8 

6,836  13  4 

8,306  13  4 

25,153    6  8 

18,270    0  0 

11,316  13  4 

12,530    0  0 

15,353    6  8 

7,560    0  0 

8,400    0  0 

13,183    6  8 

17,570    0  0 

10,383    6  8 

12,086  13  4 

12,483    6  8 

11,550    0  0 

13,930    0  0 

4,946  13  4 

11,340    0  0 

21,443    6  8 

14,256  13  4 

14,840    0  0 

9,053    6  8 

7,256  13  4 

9,893    6  8 

7,840    0  0 

8,960    0  0 

7,233    6  8 

9,963    6  8 

9,356  13  4 

7,396  13  4 

7,210    0  0 


5,133    6  8 

3:663    6  8 

2,263    6  8 

6,043    6  8 

4,386  13  4 
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Hampshire  County—  Concluded. 


Chesterfield, 
Chesterfield  Gore, 


Twelve   thousand    nine   hundred    seventy-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds, 


£12,973    de.M. 
2,170    0    0 


Five  hundred  eighty -two  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirteen  pounds  sis  shillings  and  eight- 
pence 


£582,913    6a.  8d. 


COUNTY  OP  PL[I][F]MOUTH. 


Plymouth,    . 

S[c]ituate,    . 

Duxborough, 

Marshfield,  . 

Bridg[e]water, 

Middleborough, 

Rochester, 

Plympton, 

Pembroke, 

Kingston, 

Hanover, 

Abington, 
Halifax, 

Wareham, 


Thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
Forty-three    thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty 

pounds, 

Fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Eighteen  thousand  two  himdred  and  twenty -three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  - 
Seventy-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty 

pounds 

Sixty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Twenty -seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  pounds  thirteen  shilliugs  and  fourpence, 
Twenty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,   . 
Twenty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 

pounds 

Thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence, 
Thirteen  thousand   seven  hundred  and  twenty 

pounds, 

Eighteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
Nine    thousand    two    hundred    and    sixty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Eight   thousand  and  ninety-six  pounds  thirteen 

shillings  and  fourpence, 


£30,450    08. Qd. 

43,960    0  0 

14,443    6  8 

18,223    6  8 

73,920    0  0 

60,433    6  8 

27,136  13  4 

22,236  13  4 

24,780    0  0 

13,206  13  4 

13,720    0  0 

18,550    0  0 

S,263    6  8 

8,096  13  4 


Three  hundred  seventy-eight  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pounds,     .        .        .    [Total] 


£378,420    ds.Qd. 


COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE. 


Barnstable, 

Sandwich, 

Yarmouth, 

Eastham, 

Harwich, 

Wellfleet, 

Chatham, 

Tmro,  . 

Falmouth, 


Thirty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety 
pounds, 

Twenty-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

Twenty -three  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty- 
three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence. 

Sixteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixteen 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence, 

Nineteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty -three 
pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence, 

Eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-six 
pounds  tiiirteen  shillings  aud  fourpence,    . 

Nine  thousand  aud  six  pounds  thirteen  ehillings 
and  fourpence, 

Eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty -six  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence, 

Eighteen  thousand  two  hundred  pounds. 


One  hundred  sixty-six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds, 


£36,190    08.  Od. 

25,946  13  4 

23,543    6  8 

16,916  13  4 

19,483    6  8 

8,446  13  4 

9,006  13  4 

8,586  13  4 

18,200    0  0 


£166,320    Os.Od. 


COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL. 


Taunton, 
Rehoboth, 


Bwan[8l[2]ey  w[i]th, 

8hawa[n]rwjjet, 

Dartmouth, 

'forton. 


Forty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety -six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,  . 
Fifty -one  thousand    one   himdred  and    seventy 

pounds, 

Twenty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  seven 

ty  [pounds], 

Eighty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy 

three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence. 
Nineteen  thousand  nine  himdred  and  twenty-six 

ponnda  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,  . 


£44,496  13s.  4d. 
51,170    0    0 
27,370    0    0 
82,273    6    8 
19,926  13    4 
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Bbistol  County  —  Concluded. 


Mansfield,    . 
Attleborongb, 
D[e]lghton, 
Freetown,    . 


Raynham, 

Easton, 

Berkley, 


Thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,   . 
Thirty-two  thousand  six  hmidred  and  sixty-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 
Eighteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy -six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,   . 
Twenty  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety -three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 

Fourteen  thousand  pounds 

Fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  pounds, 
Nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 


Three  hundred  forty-eight  thousand  six  hundred 
ninety-three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight- 
pence,     


£13,136  IZsAd. 

32,666  13  4 

18,176  13  4 

20,393  6  8 

14,000  0  0 

15,260  0  0 

9,823  6  8 


£348,693    &s.M. 


COUNTY  OF  YORK. 


York,   . 

Klttery, 

Wells,  . 
Berwick, 


Arundel[l],  . 
Biddeford,   . 

Pepper  [r]  el  [11  boro'  [wjr/t] , 

Lebanon, 

San[d]ford, 

Buxton, 

Fryburgh,    • 

Coxhall, 

Massabesec, 

L[e][i]merick,    . 

Brownfield, 

Little  Falls,  . 


Thirty-four  thousand  and  six  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  fourpence 

Thirty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
ty pounds, 

Thirty  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds. 

Forty-seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty 
six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

Thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  pounds,     . 

Fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds 

Thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds 

Eight  thousand  and  fifty  pounds,   . 

Seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety  pounds 

Ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 

Eight  thousand  four  huuared  pounds,   . 

Three  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,    . 

Four  thousand  and  sixty  pounds,  . 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  aud  twenty  pounds. 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  pounds. 


£34,006  13.S.  id. 

37,870  0  0 

30,800  0  0 

47,226  13  4 

13,300  0  0 

14,420  0  0 

13,440  0  0 

8,050  0  0 

7,490  0  0 

10,640  0  0 

8,400  0  0 

3,500  0  0 

4,060  0  0 

1,120  0  0 

1,120  0  0 

1,960  0  0 


Two  hundred  thirty-eight  thousand  three  bun 
dred  and  three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight 
pence 


£238,303    Qa.Zd. 


COUNTY  OF  DUKES  COUNTY. 


Edgartown, . 
Chilmark,  , 
Tiebary, 


Thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen 
pounds  six  shillings  aud  eightpence,  . 

Fourteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty -six 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,   . 

Eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  pounds, 


£13,813    &s.Sd. 

14,886  13    4 
11,830    0    0 


Forty  thonsand  five  hundred  and  thirty  pounds. 


£40,530    Os.Od. 


COUNTY  OF  NANTUCKET. 


Bherbame, 


Sixty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty -three 
pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 


£61,763    6«.8d. 


COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 


Worcester,  . 

Lancaster,    . 

Mendon  and  | 
Milford,         1 
Brookfield,  . 
Lnnenburgh, 
Oxford, 
Charl[e]ton, 
Button, 
Leicester,     . 
Spencer, 


Forty-one    thousand    one    hundred   and    sixty 

pounds, 

Forty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,         . 
Thirty-two   thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty 

pounds 

Forty -three  thousand  four  hundred  pounds. 
Nineteen  thousand  six  hundred  pounds. 
Thirteen  thousand  fourhundred  and  forty  pounds. 
Twenty  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  pounds. 
Forty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  pounds, 
Ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
Sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds,       , 


£41,160  Os.Od, 

44,333  6  8 

32,760  0  0 

43,400  0  0 

19,600  0  0 

13,440  0  0 

20,580  0  0 

40,880  0  0 

10,640  0  0    . 

16,800  0  0 
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WoBCBSTBB  OoTrsTT  —  Concluded. 


Rutland, 

Paxton, 
Oakham, 
Barre,  • 


HubbardBto[w]n 
New  Braintree, 
8outhboro[f<.(7/(], 
Weatborough, 

Northborough, 
Shrewsbury, 
Fitchburgh, 
Uxbridge,     . 

Harvard, 

Dudley, 

Bolton, 


Upton,  . 

Sturbridge,  . 

Leominster, 
Hardwick,    . 
Holden, 
Western, 

Douglass, 
Grafton, 

Petersham,  . 

Royal8to[w]n, 

Westminster, 

Templeton,  . 

Princetorwjn, 

Ashburnnam, 

Winchendon, 

Woodstock, 

Northbridge, 

Ward,  . 

Athol,  . 


Nineteen  thousand   three  hundred  and  twenty 

pounds 

Eleven  thousand  two  hundred  pounds,  . 

Seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  pounds, 

Twenty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty 

pounds, 

Seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  pounds, 
Fifteen  thousand  four  hundred  pounds, 
Fifteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds, 
Fifteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three 

pounds  isix  shillingH  and  eightpence,  . 
Ten  thousand  three  luindred  and  sixty  pounds,   . 
Twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  pounds, 
Eleven  thousand  two  hundred  pounds,  . 
Eighteen   thousand    six    hundred    and    twenty 

pounds, 

Twenty    thousand    eight    hundred    and    sixty 

pounds 

Thirteen    thousand    four   hundred    and    forty 

pounds, 

Nineteen   thousand    seven    hundred   and   forty 

pounds, 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  pounds, 
Nineteen  thousand  three  hundred  and    twenty 

pounds 

Sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds, 
Twenty-two  thousand  four  hundred  pounds, 
Eleven  thousand  two  hundred  pounds. 
Fourteen   thousand    two   hundred   and    eighty 

pounds, 

Eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
Fifteen    thousand    four   hundred   and   seventy 

pounds ... 

Seventeen   thousand    three  hundred   and   sixty 

pounds,  ....,..,, 
Ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  three  pounds  six 

shillings  and  eightpence, 

Fourteen   thousand    nine   hundred   and    eighty 

pounds, 

Fourteen    thousand   nine    hundred   and   eighty 

pounds 

Eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  pounds 
Seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  pounds 
Eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 


Five  thousand  six  hundred  pounds,        .        . 
Six  thousand  five  hundred  fifty -six  pounds  thir- 
teen shillings  and  fourpence. 
Twelve  thousand  and  forty  pounds. 


£19,320*  Qa.dd. 

11,200  0  0 

7,980  0  0 

23,240  0  0 

7,980  0  0 

15,400  0  0 

15,120  0  0 

15,843  6  8 

10,360  0  0 

29,400  0  0 

11,200  0  0 

18,620  0  0 

20;880  0  0 

13,440  0  0 

19,740  0  0 

8,680  0  0 

19,320  0  0 

16,800  0  0 

22,400  0  0 

11,200  0  0 

14,280  0  0 

8,540  0  0 

15,470  0  0 

17,360  0  0 

10,103  6  8 

14,980  0  0 

14,980  0  0 

11,480  0  0 

7,280  0  0 

8,120  0  0 

5,600  0  0 

6,556  13  4 

12,040t  0  0 


Seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-six  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 


£748,480  13».4<l. 


COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 


Falmouth,    . 

North  Yarmouth, 

Cape  Elizabeth, 
Oorham, 

Brunswick,  • 
Harpswell,   . 
Windham,    . 
New  Gloucester, 
Scarborough, 

Pearsontown, 

Royalsborough, 

Gray,    . 
Raymondtown, 
Bakerstown, 
Sylvi'Ster,     . 
Bridgetown, 


Twenty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 

pounds,  . 

Twenty-six    thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty 

pounds 

Sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  pounds, 
Fourteen  thousand  and  twenty-three  pounds  six 

shillings  and  eightpence 

Thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds. 
Nine  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds,    . 
Six  thousand  and  ninety  pounds,    .... 
Eight  thousand  sis  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  . 
Twenty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 

pounds, 

Four  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  pounds 

thirteen  shillinga  and  fourpence,         .        .        . 
Two    thousand    six    hundred    and    eighty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 

Three  thousand  and  ten  pounds 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  . 
Five  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  .... 
Five  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  .... 
Four  hundred  and  twenty  pounds, 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty -three  pounds  six  shillings  and 
eightpence, 


£28,840  0«.0<i. 

26,530  0  0 

16,620  0  0 

14,023  6  8 

13,160  0  0 

9,800  0  0 

6,090  0  0 

8,680  0  0 

21,770  0  0 

4,666  13  4 


2,683 

6 

8 

8,010 

0 

0 

1,120 

0 

0 

660 

0 

0 

660 

0 

0 

420 

0 

0 

£158,433 

6«.8<i. 

•  £19,330  in  printed  act. 


t  £1,240  in  printed  act. 
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CGITNTY  OP  LINCOLN. 


Pownalborough, 

Georgetown, 

Newcastle,   . 
Woolwich,   . 

Topsham,     . 

Thomastown, 

Bowdoinham, 

Boothbay,    . 

Bristol, 

Vaesalboro  [ttg/i"] 

Medumcook, 

Winslow, 

Waldoborongh, 
Edgecomb,  . 

Pittston, 

Hollowell,    . 

Bellfast, 

Warren, 

The  lower  town 

of  St.  Georges, 
Winthrop,    . 


Sixteen    thousand    five    hundred    and     twenty 

pounds, 

Twenty   thousand    four    hundred    and    sixteen 

pounds  thirteen  ohillings  and  fourpence,    . 
Eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds, 
Six  thousand  four  huudred  and  sixteen  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 
Nine  thousand  four  huudred  and  seventy-three 

pounds  Bix  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Four  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty -three  pounds 

six  shillings  and  eightpence,         .        .        .        . 
Three  thousand    two    hundred    and   forty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  - 
Ten    thousand    eight    hundred    and    ninety -six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,   . 
Eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Eight    thousand    eight    hundred    and    sixty-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 
Two  thousand  eight  hundred  and   twenty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  [pence], 
Five  thouBund  six  hundred  and  forty -six  pounds 

thirteen  sliillings  and  fourpence. 
Seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
Five  thousand  two  hundred  and  three  pounds  six 

shillings  and  eightpence, 

Eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds 

six  shillings  and  eightpence,         .        .        .        . 
Seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  six  pounds  thir- 
teen shillings  and  fourpence,        .        .        .        . 
One  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds 

six  shillings  and  eightpence,         .        .        .        . 
Four  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds 

six  shillings  and  eightpence 

Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  pounds,    . 
Eight  thousand  four  hundred  pounds,   . 


£16,520  Os.Od. 

20,416  13  4 

8,120  0  0 

6,416  13  4 

9,473  6  8 

4,153  6  8 

3,243  6  8 

10,896  13  4 

11,433  6  8 

8,866  13  4 

2,823  6  8 

5,646  13  4 

7,840  0  0 

5,203  6  8 

8,213  6  8 

7,606  13  4 

1,143  6  8 

4,153  6  8 

3,640  0  0 

8,400  0  0 


One  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  two  hun 
dred  and  ten  ponnda, 


£154,210    Os.Od. 


COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIEE. 


Sheffield,      . 

Great  Barrington, 
Partridgefield, 

Williamstown,     . 

New  Ma.Tlhoro[ugh], 

Lanesboro[?<^/(] , 

Pittsfield,      . 

Lenox,  . 

Stockbridge, 

Egremont,    . 

Tyringham, 

Sandlsfield,  . 

Becket, 

Windsor, 

Hancock, 

Richmond,   . 
Loud[e][o]n, 

Washington, 

West  Stockbridge, 

Alford, 


Twenty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 
Twenty  thousand  three  hundred  pounds, 
Six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds 

six  shillings  and  eightpence,         .        .        .        . 
Fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Thirteen    thousand    four    hundred    and  sixteen 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 
Twenty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty 

pounds, 

Twenty-one    thousand    nine   hundred    and    ten 

pounds, 

Thirteen    thousand    five    hundred    and    eighty 

pounds, 

Fourteen  thousand    three    hundred    and    fifty 

pounds 

Eight   thousand   and  seventy-three  pounds  sis 

shillings  and  eightpence, 

Ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty -six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 
Thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty -three 

pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 
Six    thousand    nine    hundred    and    seventy-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 
Ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  pounds 

thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 
Thirteen  thousand   three  hundred  and  seventy 

pounds, 

Sixteen  thousand  and  thirty  pounds. 

Three    thousand    six    hundred     and     eighty-six 

pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 
Seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds 

six  shillings  and  eightpence,        .... 
Eight  thousand  and  ninety-six  pounds  thirteen 

shillings  and  fourpence,         .     "  .  .        . 

Four   thousand    four  hundred  and  thirty-three 

pounds  six  shilUngs  and  eightpence,  . 


£27,626  13s.  4d! 
20,300    0    0 

6,813    6 

8 

15,983    6 

8 

13,416  13 

4 

23,940    0 

0 

21,910    0 

0 

13,580    0 

0 

14,350    0 

0 

8,073    6 

8 

10,756  13 

4 

13,883    6 

8 

6,976  13 

4 

10,266  13 

4 

13,370    0 
16,030    0 

0 
0 

3,6S6  13 

4 

7,513    6 

8 

8,096  13 

4 

4,433    6 

8 
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Berkshire  Cotintt  —  Concluded. 


New  Ashford, 

Ashawelet,  . 
Plantation  No.  7, 

Adams, 

New  Providence, 

Lee, 


Three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-six 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence,    . 

Four  thousand  two  hundred  pounds,     . 

Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-six 
pounds  tliirteen  shilliugs  and  fourpence,   . 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-three 
pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 

Six  thousand  and  sixty -six  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

Eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-three 
pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  . 


£3,966  IZa.'kd. 
4,200    0    0 

3,686  13  4 

1,473    6  8 

6,066  13  4 

8,283    6  8 


Three  himdred  and  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight- 
pence 


£301,933    68.%d. 


SUMS  TOTAL. 


Suffolk, 
Essex,  . 

Middlesex,    . 

Hampshire,  . 

Plymouth,    . 
Barnstable,  . 

Bristol, 

York,    . 

Dukes  County, 
Nantucket,  . 

Worcester,   . 

Cumberland, 

Lincoln, 
Berkshire,    . 


Eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy  pounds,      .        .        .        . 

Eight  hundred  and  eighty -six  thousand  five  him- 
dred  and  ninety-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  fourpence, 

Six  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  pounds,  six  shillings  and 
eightpence 

Five  hundred  and  eighty -two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  thii'teeu  pounds  six  shiliingB  and 
eightpence, 

Three  hundred  and  seventy -eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds,       .... 

One  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  pounds  six  shillings  and 
eightpence, 

Three  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety -three  pounds  six  shillings  and 
eightpence 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  three 
hundred  and  three  pounds  six  shillings  and 
eightpence 

Forty  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  . 

Sixty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence. 

Seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-six  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  fourpence, 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty -three  pounds  six  shillings  and 
eightpence 

One  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  pounds, 

Three  hundred  and  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight- 
pence,     

Five  millions  six  hundred  and  one  thousand  and 
twenty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four- 
pence,     . 


£838,670  Os.OtZ. 

886,596  13    4 

695,753  6    8 

582,913  6    8 

378,420  0    0 

166,319  6    8 

348,693  6    8 

238,303  6    8 

40,530  0    0 

61,763  6    8 

748,486  13    4 

158,433  6    8 

15<'.210  0    0 

301,933  6    8 


£5,601,026  IZa.id. 


And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  2.]  That  the  treasurer  do  forthwith  send  his  warrants,  di- 
rected to  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place,  with- 
in this  state,  that  are  taxed,  requiring  them,  respectively,  to  assess  the 
sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner  following; 
that  is  to  say,  to  assess  all  the  male  polls  above  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  within  their  respective  towns  or  other  place  next  adjoining  to 
them,  belonging  to  no  other  town  or  place,  including  negroes  and 
inul[l]attoes  (and  such  of  them  as  are  under  the  government  of  a  mas- 
ter or  a  mistress,  to  be  taxed  to  the  said  master  or  mistress,  respec- 
tively, in  the  same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are  taxed) , 
twenty  pounds  ;  and  to  assess  the  remainder  of  the  sum  set  to  each 
town  (after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  sum  assessed  on  the  polls 
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as  aforesaid)  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  or  place  as  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  just  value  of  the  whole  real  estate  by  each  inhabitant 
of  such  town  or  place,  respectively,  possessed  in  his  own  right,  or  in  the 
right  of  others,  lying  within  said  town  or  place,  improved  or  not  im- 
proved ;  and  on  the  non-residents  possessors  of  real  estate  lying  with- 
in said  town  or  place,  in  their  own  right,  or  the  right  of  otiiers,  im- 
proved or  not  improved  :  saving  all  agreements  between  landlords  and 
tenants,  and  where  no  agreement  is,  the  landlord  to  reimburse  one- 
half  of  the  tax ;  and  also  on  the  inhabitants  of  such  town  or  place,  ac- 
cording to  the  proportion  of  the  amount  and  just  value  of  their  whole 
personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest  more  than  they  pay  inter- 
est for,  debts  due  to  them,  not  on  interest,  more  than  they  are  indebted, 
monies  of  all  kind  on  hand,  and  also  the  amount  of  the  just  value  of 
all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  vessels  of  all  sorts, 
with  their  stores,  appurtenances  and  appendages,  plate,  horses,  oxen, 
and  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  goats,  swine,  and  grain  of  all 
sorts,  and  all  produce  of  the  land,  and  all  other  property  whatsoever 
excepting  household  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farming  utensils  (and 
the  tools  of  mechanicks) ,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty ;  and  the  current  price  of  the  real  and 
personal  estate  on  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  October,  before  mentioned, 
in  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  considered  as  the  just 
value  of  the  same  ;  and  on  the  amount  of  their  income  from  any  profes- 
sion, faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  emplo3'ment ;  and  also  on  the  amount 
of  all  incomes  and  profits  gain[e]'d  by  trading  by  sea  and  on  shore, 
and  by  means  of  advantages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the  necessities 
of  the  community,  —  and  in  considering  the  incomes  and  profits  last 
mentioned,  the  assessors  are  to  have  special  regard  to  the  way  and  man- 
ner in  which  the  same  have  been  made,  as  well  as  the  quantum  thereof, 
and  to  assess  them  at  such  rate,  as  they  on  their  oaths,  shall  judge  to 
be  just  and  reasonable  :  provider! ,  they  do  not  in  any  case  assess  such 
incomes  and  pi'ofits  at  more  than  ten  times  the  sums  of  the  same 
amount  in  other  kind  of  estates  :  and  the  treasurer  in  his  [said]  war- 
rant, shall  likewise  require  the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  said 
assessments,  setting  forth,  in  distinct  columns,  against  each  person's 
name,  how  much  he  or  she  is  assessed  at  for  polls,  and  how  much  for 
real  estate,  and  how  much  for  personal  estate,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  as  a 
guardian,  or  for  any  estate  in  his  or  her  improvement,  in  trust,  to  be 
distinctly  expressed  ;  and  shall  also  insert  upon  their  rate-bills  the  num- 
ber of  acres  of  unimproved  land[s]  which  they  have  taxed  to  eacii  of 
the  non-residents  proprietors  of  land  within  the  respective  towns, 
and  also  the  value  at  which  they  have  estimated  the  same;  and  the  list 
or  lists  so  perfected,  and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
to  commit  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  any 
such  town[s]  or  place,  and  to  return  a  certificate  of  the  name  or  names 
of  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  with  the  sum  total  to 
each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself,  some  time  before  the  fifteenth 
day  of  November  next ;  and  the  collectors  or  constables  shall  specify  in 
the  receipt  which  shall  be  by  them  given,  for  any  tax,  on  any  such  unim- 
proved land,  belonging  to  nx)n-resident  proprietors,  the  number  of  acres 
on  which  the  tax  is  laid,  and  what  proportion  thereof  is  for  state, 
what  proportion  for  town,  and  what  proportion  for  county,  tax 

[Sect.  3.]  And  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  the  receipt  of 
such  ceilificate,  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered  to  issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables,  of  such 
town  or  place,  requiring  him  or  them,  respectively,  to  collect  the  whole 
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of  the  respective  sums  assessed  on  each  particular  person,  and  to  pay 
in  their  collections  to  the  treasurer,  aforesaid,  in  manner  following ; 
that  is  to  say,  one  moiety  thereof  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
December  next,  and  the  remaining  moiety  thereof  on  or  before  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  March  next. 

Provided^  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  4.]  That  the  following  persons,  viz^^'^,  the  president,  fellows, 
professors,  tutors,  librarian  and  students  of  Harvard  College,  who 
have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  settled  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
and  grammar-school  masters,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  their  polls  or 
their  estate,  unless  their  real  estate  be  not  under  their  actual  manage- 
ment and  improvement,  or  not  in  the  towns  where  they  are  settled ; 
and  also  all  persons  who  have  the  management  and  improvement  of 
estate  of  Harvard  College,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  the  same  ;  and  if 
there  be  any  other  persons  who,  through  age,  infirmity  or  poverty, 
are  unable  to  pay  as  others  towards  the  public [k]  charges,  or  any 
widow  or  orphans,  who,  depending  on  the  interest  of  their  money  for 
subsistence,  are,  by  the  state  of  the  currency,  so  reduced  as  that  in 
the  judg[e]ment  of  the  assessors  they  ought  to  be  relieved  in  their 
taxes  ;  in  such  case  the  assessors  may  exempt  their  polls  or  estate,  or 
abate  any  part  of  what  they  are  l[s]et  at,  as  they  on  their  oaths  shall 
think  just  and  equitable. 

[Sect.  5.]  And  the  justices  in  their  sessions,  in  their  respective 
counties  assembled,  in  granting  a  county  tax  or  assessment,  are  here- 
by ordered  and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the  several  towns, 
and  other  places  in  such  county,  in  proportion  to  this  tax ;  and  the 
assessors  in  each  town  in  this  state  are  also  directed,  in  making  a  town 
or  county  tax  or  assessment,  to  govern  themselves  by  the  same  rule. 
And  where  no  person  appears  to  discharge  the  tax  on  non-resident  pro- 
prietors' unimproved  land,  to  the  collector,  he  shall  publish,  in  Gill's 
"  Continental  Journal  and  Weekly  Adverti[z][s]er  ",  and  that  only, 
three  weeks  successively,  the  names  of  all  such  proprietors,  where  they 
are  known,  with  the  sum  of  the  tax  assessed  on  their  land,  respectively, 
and  also  the  time  and  place  of  sale ;  and  where  they  are  not  known, 
he  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  publish  the  sum  of  the  taxes  on  the 
several  rights  and  divisions,  together  with  the  time  and  place  of  sale, 
and  in  each  case  shall  post  the  same  in  some  public [k]  place  in  the 
town  where  the  said  land  lays,  for  the  term  of  one  month  ;  and  if  no 
person  shall  appear  thereupon  to  discharge  said  tax,  then  the  consta- 
ble or  collector  shall  proceed  to  sell  at  public  sale,  to  the  highest 
bidder,  so  much  only  of  said  unimproved  land  as  will  be  sufficient  to 
discharge  said  taxes  with  the  necessary  intervening  charges,  and  shall 
have  power  to  adjourn,  from  day  to  day,  if  necessary,  to  compleat  the 
sale,  not  to  exceed  three  days,  and  shall  give  and  execute  a  good  deed 
to  the  purchaser,  expressing  thereon  the  cause  of  such  sale,  and  sav- 
ing to  the  aforesaid  proprietor  or  proprietors,  the  right  of  redemption 
of  any  lands  so  sold,  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the  time  of 
sale  ;  and  the  same  shall  be  conveyed  to  him  or  them  on  paying,  with- 
in three  years,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  such  land  sold  for,  and  twelve  per 
cent  annual  interest  on  said  sum,  together  with  all  necessary  interven- 
iug  charges  thereon. 

Provided,  nevertheless, — 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  6.]  That  no  purchaser  of  such  land  shall  cut  down  any 
trees  or  timbers,  or  commit  strip  or  waste  thereon,  until  the  three 
years,  the  time  of  redemption  as  aforesaid,  shall  expire. 
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Be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  7.]  That  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  that  may  be  in 
the  army  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October  next,  shall  be  considered  as 
resident  in  the  several  towns  and  places  to  which  they  belonged  at  the 
time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army,  their  absence  notwithstanding  ; 
and  the  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state, 
shall  consider  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  resident  in  such  town  or 
place,  and  shall  tax  them  accordingly  :  provided,  that  such  as  are  en- 
gaged in  the  Continental  Army  for  the  terra  of  three  years,  or  during 
the  war,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  exempted  from  their  poll  tax. 

And  be  it  further  enacted, 

[Sect.  8.  j  That  the  assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place,  respec- 
tively, in  convenient  time  before  making  the  assessment,  shall  give  sea- 
sonable warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  any  town  meeting,  or  by  posting 
up  notifications  in  some  public  [k]  place  or  places  in  such  town  or 
other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  some  other  way,  to  make  and 
bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  perfect  lists  of  their  polls,  and  of  all 
their  real  and  personal  estates,  lands  and  all  real  estate  whether  im- 
proved or  not  improved,  —  to  the  assessors  of  the  town  and  place  where 
Buch  houses  and  lands  and  other  real  estates  lay  ;  distinguishing  those 
in  the  management  and  possession  of  some  other  person,  as  also  a 
list  of  all  their  personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest  more  than 
they  pay  interest  for,  debts  due,  not  on  interest,  more  than  they  are  in- 
debted, and  monies  of  all  kinds,  in  hand  ;  and  also  the  amount  of  the 
just  value  of  all  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  plate, 
horses,  oxen,  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  goats,  swine,  grain 
of  all  sorts,  and  all  kind  of  produce  of  the  lands,  and  of  all  other  prop- 
erty whatsoever  (excepting  household  furniture,  wearing  apparel, 
farming  utensils  and  the  tools  of  mechanicks) ,  on  the  said  fifteenth  day 
of  October ;  according  to  the  current  price  of  such  real  and  personal 
estate  in  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  on  the  said  fifteenth  day 
of  October  ;  and  also  the  amount  of  their  incomes  from  any  profession, 
faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  employment,  and  of  the  amount  of  all  in- 
comes and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  [or]  [^and^  on  shore,  and 
by  means  of  advantages  arising  from  the  war,  and  the  necessities  of 
the  community  ;  all  which  they  are  to  render  to  the  assessors,  on  oath,  if 
required  ;  which  oath  the  said  assessors  are  hereby  impowered  to  ad- 
minister. And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  upon  such  notice  given, 
neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in  to  the  assessors  the  list  of  their  polls  and 
rateable  estates  according  to  the  description  thereof  before  given, 
which  they  w[h]ere  possessed  of  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  [or] 
shall  bring  a  list  which  the  assessors  are,  in  their  judgment  convinced 
is  a  false  one,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  assessors,  and  they  are 
hereby  directed,  to  assess  such  person  or  persons,  according  to  the  best 
judg[e]ment  and  estimation  they  can  form  of  the  real  and  personal 
estate  of  the  said  person,  according  to  the  description  before  given. 
And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estates 
as  aforesaid  to  the  assessors,  he  or  they  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall 
not  be  admitted  to  make  application  to  the  court  of  general  sessions, 
for  any  abatement  of  the  assessment  laid  on  him  or  them.  • 

[Sect.  9.]  And  if  the  assessors  are  not,  in  their  judg[e]ment,  con- 
vinced of  any  falsehood  in  the  list,  to  them  presented  of  the[i>]  polls 
and  real  and  pei'sonal  estate,  such  list,  shall  be  a  rule  of  that  person's 
proportion  to  the  tax  who  presented  the  same,  wJiich  the  assessors  may 
not  exceed. 
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Provided  nevertheless,  — 

[Sect.  10.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend 
so  as  to  require  any  assessors  to  assess  any  person  for  any  estate,  real 
or  personal,  in  his  possession  (absentees'  estates  excepted) ,  that  is  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

Provided  also,  — 

[Sect.  11.]  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  prevent  any  non-resident  proprietors  of  unimproved  lands  within 
any  town  or  plantation  in  this  state  from  making  application  to  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  for  any  abatement  of  the  as- 
sessment laid  on  his  or  their  lands  in  the  same  manner  they  might 
have  done  if  they  had  given  in  a  list  of  their  rateable  estate  to  the 
assessors  of  such  town  or  plantation,  any  law  of  this  state  to  the  con- 
trary, notwithstanding. 

Whereas  there  are,  within  this  state,  several  tracts  of  unimproved 
land  belonging  to  persons  who  have  left  the  same  and  gone  over  to 
the  enemy,  and  no  provison  has  been  made  by  the  government  of  the 
same  for  the  payment  of  the  taxes,  otherwise  than  by  the  sale  of  such 
laud,  which  may  be  attended  with  great  loss  to  the  state  ;  for  the  prc- 
vent[ing]  [ton]  of  which,  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  12.]  That  all  constables  and  collectors  of  taxes  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  directed  to  stay  the  sale  of  all  such  lands  until  a  fur- 
ther order  of  the  general  court  be  taken  thereon. 

Ayid  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  13.]  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
impowered  and  directed  to  allow  or  pay  to  such  constables  or  collec- 
tors, the  amount,  in  their  respective  lists,  of  the  taxes  on  such  unim- 
proved lands,  on  a  certificate  from  the  major  ])art  of  the  assessors 
who  made  such  tax,  being  produced,  setting  forth  the  sum  taxed  in  any 
list  exhibited,  on  said  unimproved  lands,  and  to  keep  an  account  of  all 
monies  by  him  so  allowed  or  paid. 

And  'whereas  doubts  have  arisen  respecting  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "  inhabitant"  in  some  former  tax  acts, — 

Be  it  [therefore]  \_fuither']  enacted  by  the  aidhority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  14.]  That  all  male  persons  sixteen  years  old  and  upwards, 
residing  and  usually  doing  business  in  any  town  within  this  state,  shall 
be  considered  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  the 
assessors  are  directed  to  proceed  to  assess  them  for  their  trade  and 
faculties,  exercised  there,  and  also  for  their  polls,  if  not  taxed  for  their 
polls  elsewhere. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

[Sect.  15.]  That  each  town  in  this  state,  which  shall  appear,  upon 
the  settlement  of  the  next  valuation,  to  have  paid  more  than  their  pro- 
portion since  the  settlement  of  the  last  valuation,  shall  be  allowed 
what  they  have  so  overpaid,  in  the  next  tax,  after  the  said  next  valua- 
tion is  settled. 

Provided  nevertheless,  — 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

[Sect.  16.]  That  the  collectors  or  constables  be  and  hereby  are 
authori[z][s]ed  and  impowered  to  receive  one  dollar  in  specie,  or  one 
dollar  of  the  bills  emitted  by  this  state  by  an  act  passed  the  fifth  day  i779-80,chap.40 
of  May,  A.  D.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March, 
1780,  in  lieu  of  forty  dollars  of  the  Continental  bills  now  in  circulation  ; 


1434  Province  Laws.  — 1780.  [Notes.J 

[revolutionary  PBMOD  —  "STATE."] 

and  the  treasurer  of  this  state  shall  receive  of  the  said  constables  or 
collectors,  the  specie  or  the  new  bills  at  the  rate  aforesaid. 
Provided  nevertheless,  — 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
[Sect.  17.]  That  where  any  town,  district,  persons  or  lands, 
have  been  set  off  since  the  taking  of  the  last  valuation  and  are  not 
particularly  mentioned  and  assessed  in  this  act,*  shall  be  taxed  by  the 
towns  from  which  said  towns,  districts,  persons  and  lands  have  been 
set  off,  their  equal  proportion,  any  law  of  this  state  to  the  contrary, 
notwithstanding.     \^Passed  September  30. 

Notes.  —  The  two  sessions  of  the  Assembly  in  which  the  foregoing  acts  were  passed, 
and  both  of  whicli  were  held  in  Boston,  constituted  the  last  General  Court  that  was  con- 
vened before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  former  session 
began  Maj'  31st,  and  continued  until  Juno  24th,  when  the  Court  was  prorogued  to  August 
2d,  and,  by  subsequent  proclamations,  to  September  7th,  which  was  the  first  day  of  the 
second  session.  The  second  session  was  likewise  ended  l)y  a  prorogation,  from  the  fourth 
to  the  eighteenth  of  October.  On  the  thirteenth  of  October,  the  Assembly  was  again  pro- 
rogued, by  proclamation,  to  the  twenty-fourth ;  and  it  was  dissolved,  by  proclamation,  on 
the  twenty-third  of  October,  — two  days  before  the  assembling  of  the  "  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts,"  under  the  Constitution. 

All  the  acts  of  this  year  were  printed,  —  the  tax  acts,  chapters  9  and  16,  being  printed 
separately.  The  engrossments,  upon  paper,  of  all  these  acts,  are  preserved,  except  of 
chapter  14;  and  all  bear  the  signatures  of  fifteen,  or  more,  of  the  Council,  except  chap- 
ters 3  and  9  (each  of  which  was  signed  by  fourteen,  only,)  and  chapter  15,  which  was 
signed  by  twelve  councillors. 

Chap.  1.  The  necessity  of  repairing  the  highways  through  the  "  Green  Woods,"  in 
western  Massachusetts,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  transportation  of  military  supplies, 
seems  to  have  been  first  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  by  General  Heath,  in 
the  following  letter  to  the  Council :  — 

"  Head  Quarters  Boston  Sept/  4, 1777  — 
Gentlemen  I  am  informed  by  General  Fellows  that  the  Roads  through  the  Green 
Woods  in  the  Western  parts  of  this  State,  through  the  almost  constant  passing  &  repass- 
ing of  carriages  to  &  from  the  northern  Army  with  provisions  and  Military  Stores  is 
rendered  almost  impasable,  and  unless  repaired  before  the  wet  Season  sets  in,  will  become 
entirely  so,  with  loaded  Teams,  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Honors  consid- 
eration the  repairing  thereof  in  such  way  as  to  you  in  your  wisdom  may  appear  most 
eligable 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

very  respectfully  Your  Obt.   Serv* 

W   Heath." —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  215,  p.  99. 
Thereupon,  the  following  resolves  were  passed  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  of  Bay  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sep'  17*  1777 
t  Whereas  it  appears  by  the  representation  of  General  Heath  that  the  roads  through 
the  Green  woods  in  the  Western  parts  of  this  State  are  almost  Impassable  for  want  of 
repair  whereby  the  Transportation  of  articles  necessary  for  the  army  may  be  greatly  im- 
peded, therefore  resolved  that  Noah  Goodman  Esq''  Nathaniel  Kiiigsley  Esq''  Cap'.  Elijah 
Hunt  &  John  Chadwick  be  a  Committee  to  procure  Men  to  repair  the  aforesaid  roads  in 
this  State  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  unto  said  Committee  or 
order  the  Sum  of  Eight  hundred  pounds  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

Said  Committee  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for  the  Expenditure  of  the  same 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J.  Warren    Spk' 

In  Council  Sep";    19'.  1777  Read  &  Concurred  Jno  Avert    Dy  Seer 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  p.  98. 
"In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept.  20'^  1777 
J  Resolved  That  M'  Ephraim   Wright  of  North   Hampton,  be  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  repair  the  Roails  through  the  Green  Woods  in  the  Western  Parts  of  this  State  — 
in  the  room  of  M'  Elijah  Hunt,  excused  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  R  T  Paine    Spkr  pr  tcm 

In  Council  Sep'    20.'  1777       Read  &  Concurred  Jn?  Avery    D-v  Secy 

Consented  to"  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid., p.  103. 
Early  in  the  ensuing  spring,  further  provision  was  made  for  continuing  the  work  of 
repairing  these  roads,  by  the  following  resolve  $  :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  2<'  1778 
Resolved  that  Noah  Goodman  Esqr  Nathaniel  Kingsley  Esqr  M"'  Ephraim  Wright  & 
John  Chadwick  Esq'  (who  were  appointed  a  Committee  Sep";  19""  1777  to  procure  neces- 
sary Repairs  of  the  Roads  thro'  the  Green  Woods  in  the  Western  parts  of  this  State)  be 
continued  a  Committee  to  procure  further  necessary  Repairs  of  s""  Roads  as  soon  as  may 
be  practicable  this  Spring,    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  J  Warren    Spk'' 

In  Council  March  3<i    1778    Read  &  Concurred  .  Jn7  Avery    D>'.  Secy 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  217,  p.  275. 

*  The  word  "  they  "  seeme  to  have  been  omitted  here,  both  in  the  bill  and  the  engrossed  act. 
t  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XV.  J  Ibid.,  chapter  XVIII. 

f  Ibid.,  January  session,  1778,  chapter  CCXIX. 
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Two  years  later,  the  public  thoroughfare  from  Tyringham  to  Blandford  being  still  in 
bad  condition,  the  following  memorial  was  prepared  in  the  interest  of  those  upon  whom 
devolved,  by  law,  the  onerous  duty  of  keeping  it  in  repair :  — 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  general  Court  assembled : 

Humbly  shew  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Berkshire  and  others,  that 
the  publick  Road,  leading  from  Westfield,  through  that  rough  and  but  little  cultivated 
Tract  of  Land,  well  known  by  the  same  of  the  Green  Woods,  to  Great  Barrinston  is 
almost  impassable  for  want  of  Reparation ;  That  the  Exigencies  of  the  War,  the  Situation 
of  our  Continental  Army  on  Hudson's  River  and  the  present  State  of  our  foreign  Trade 
render  it  necessary  that  a  very  great  Part  of  the  Supplies  of  Provision  and  other  public 
Stores  for  the  use  of  the  Army  and  much  private  Property  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  State 
of  New  York  and  Part  of  this  State  consisting  of  foreign  Commodities  as  well  as  Provis- 
ions of  flour  and  other  Necessaries  remitted  to  Boston  and  other  Sea  Ports  within  this 
State  should  be  transported  there,  —  whereby  a  prodigious  additional  Expence  is  incured 
as  well  to  the  Continent  as  to  Individuals,  in  Teams  and  Carriages ;  great  and  heavy 
Losses  are  sustained  by  the  oversetting  of  Carts  and  other  Carriages,  dashing  in  Pieces  of 
Casks  and  other  Vessels,  occasioning  the  great  Damage  or  total  Destruction  of  their  val- 
uable Contents ;  and  as  the  Expence  of  repairing  said  Road  so  as  to  make  the  same  feasi- 
ble would  greatly  exceed  the  Abilities  of  those  People  who  live  near,  &  who  alone  arc  by 
Law  obhged  to  repair  the  same,  your  Petitioners  are  of  Opinion  that  shou'.J  your  Honors 
grant  a  Lottery  for  the  Purpose  of  raising  a  sufficient  Sum  of  Money  for  repairing  suid 
Road,  a  suflScient  Number  of  People,  from  a  true  Spirit  of  Patriotism,  conscious  of  flie 
Utility  of  the  Measure  would  speedily  and  cheerfully  contribute  a  Sum  adequate  to  this* 
important  Purpose 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  pray  your  Honors  to  grant  a  Lottery  for  raising  the  Sum  of 
Forty  Thousand  Pounds,  or  such  other  Sum  as  may  be  Judged  necessary  and  tliat  Mana- 
gers may  be  appointed  to  conduct  the  same,  and  also  a  suitaljic  Committee,  whose  Busi- 
ness it  shall  be,  faithfully  to  dispose  of  the  Money  so  raised,  in  repairing  the  public  Road, 
from  the  Town  of  Tyringham  in  said  County  of  Berkshire,  to  the  Crotch  of  the  Roads  near 
Blandford  Meeting  House  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  or  that  your  Honors  would  adopt 
some  more  eligible  Method  of  repairing  said  Road  as  in  your  Wisdom  may  seem  best  — 
and  as  they  ought  will  ever  pray. 

Great  Barrington  April  19 :  1780  Wm    Whiting 

James  Bull  Elijah  Dwight  Josiah  Smith 

EzEK^  Cheever  W'^  Bacon  Thom**  L  Witbeck 

Jn9  Dwight  John  Sibley.  Walter  Ptnchon 

Luke  Bliss  Rob^  V^  Rensselaer  John  Fellows 

Theodor  Sedgwick  HT.  J :  V :  Renssblaer  Eben  Bement 

Wm  Ashman  Gilbert  Dench  Moses  Hopkins 

Daniel  Lamb  Wm  Ptnchon  Junb  Johk  Glnn 

Jeremy  Stimpson  Moses  Church  Dan^l  Nash 

John  mendon  Joseph  Eayrs  Tho^  Ingersoll." — Ibid., 

vol.  228,  p.  63. 

This  memorial  was  read,  in  the  House,  June  1, 1780,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Dench, 
KoUock  and  Sears,  who,  on  the  next  day,  reported  a  resolve*  which  was  passed,  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representitives  June  2<i  1780 

on  the  Petition  of  William  Whiting  and  others  Praying  for  a  grant  of  a  Lottery  for 
Mending  &  Repairing  of  the  High  way  through  the  Green  woods  so  called  in  the  Countys 
of  Hampshire  &  Berksheir  — 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  Granted  &  that  the  Petitioners  have  Levc 
to  Bring  in  a  bill  for  the  Purpos  mentioned  in  said  Petition  — 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"" 

In  Council  June  2  1780  Read  &  Concurrd  S    Adams    Seci-y 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  p.  65. 

Accordingly,  a  bill  for  raising,  by  lottery,  for  the  pui-pose  indicated  in  the  resolve,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  £100,000,  "with  a  deduction  of  twenty  per  cent  upon  the  amount  of 
the  tickets  when  sold,"  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  on  the  3d  of  June,  aud,  on  the 
5th,  was  committed  to  Messrs.  Orne,  Goodman  and  Bouney,  who  reported  it  back,  appar- 
ently with  an  amendment  adding  to  the  description  of  the  roads  to  be  repaired,  all  the 
roads  mentioned  in  the  act,  after  the  road  from  Brewer's,  to  the  crotch  near  Blandford 
meeting-house.  By  this  amendment,  also,  the  sum  to  be  expended  was  appropriated  as 
follows:  £40,000  upon  the  south  road,  £25,000  upon  the  middle  road,  and  £35,000  uiion 
the  north  road.  This  amended  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  recommitted, 
on  the  5th.  On  the  7th,  it  was  read  a  second  tune,  apparently  in  a  new  draught  cor- 
responding with  the  act,  and  on  the  8th,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrosseJ, 
and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  In  the  Council,  it  was  read  a  first  time,  on  the  8th ;  and 
was  passed,  on  the  9th,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engi-ossed,  with  four  amendments,  l)y  which 
it  was  proposed  to  expend  the  whole  of  the  $200,000  to  be  raised  by  the  lottery,  in  repair- 
ing the  south  and  north  roads,— $140,000  upon  the  former,  and  the  remainder  upon  the 
latter.  The  House,  on  the  9th.  having  refused  to  concur  in  these  ameudraenis,  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  was  appointed,  the  next  day,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Easton  and  Hunt, 
of  the  House,  and  Thomas  Cushmg  and  Timothy  Danielson,  of  the  Council.  On  the  12th, 
the  House  still  refusing  to  concur'inthe  proposed  amendments,  and  having  voted  to  ad- 
here to  their  o^vn  vote,  the  Council  ceased  to  press  the  amendments,  and  voted  to  concur 
in  the  bill ;  and,  on  the  14th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted. 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  May  session,  chapter  I. 
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Soon  after  this  chapter  was  enacted,  an  effort  was  made  to  procure  its  repeal,  as  shown 
by  the  following  petition,  in  which  the  reasons  for  this  proceeding  are  given:  — 

"  To  The  Ilofible  the  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

The  subscribers,  humbly  shew  —  that  By  an  Act  of  the  great  &  Gen  i  Court  passed  the 
last  session  thereof,  provision  was  made,  for  the  pm-posc  of  raising  by  Lottery,  200,000 
Dollars,  to  be  expended  in  repairing  three  several  Roards  therein  mentioned,  leading  thro' 
the  greenwoods  so  called,  your  Petitioners  fully  convinced  of  the  utility  and  wisdom  of 
rendering  those  woods  more  safely  &  easily  passable  (large  &  valuable  Quantities  of  pub- 
lic property  being  necessarily  transported  thro'  the  same,)  are  at  the  same  time  convinced 
that  the  act  aforesaid  carried  into  Execution  in  the  manner  provided,  will  be  dilatory  and 
inefflcatious  in  its  operation;  your  Petitioners  humbly  conceive,  One  Road  effectually 
cleared,  will  answer  every  purpose  of  Advantage  to  the  Community ;  this  will  reduce  the 
matter  to  a  single  Object,  it  will  prevent  all  Disputes  naturally  arising  from  diferent  Views, 
Interests  &  Judgments  in  the  Managers,  the  Inconveniences  resulting  from  which  Causes, 
must  otherwise  be  obviously  apparent,  your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  the 
Act  aforesaid  may  be  repealed,  and  that  such  Provision  may  be  made  for  repairing  the 
Road  leading  from  Westfield  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  thro'  Blanford  in  the  same 
County,  to  Great  Barrington  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  as  to  your  Honors  in  your  great 
Wisdom  shall  seem  meet. —  And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  pray. 

County  of  Berkshire  )  Thomas  L  Witbeck  Moses  Hopkins 

20*  July  1780.      J  Ebenezer  Bement  John  Adams  Junb 

Wm  IJacon  Walter  Ptnchon  Josiah  Smith 

.    Wm,  Goodrich  Elijah  Dwight  Benedict  Dewey 

John  Fellows."  —  Mass.  Files:  House,  no.  640. 

Simultaneously  with  this  movement,  a  majority  of  the  persons  named  in  the  act  as  man- 
agers of  the  lottery,  declined  to  accept  the  trust,  in  the  following  memorial,  in  which  they 
give  their  reasons  for  so  doing :  — 

"  To  The  HoQble  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts-Bay 

Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jahleel  Woodbridgc  and  John  Sibley  humbly  shew, 

That  by  an  Act  of  the  great  and  General  Court  (passed  in  tlie  last  session  thereof)  they 
together  with  Col"  James  Easton  &  Capt"  Asa  Barns,  were  appointed  Managers  of  a 
Lottery  for  the  purpose  of  raising  200,000  Dollars,  for  the  Reperation  of  the  Roads  lead- 
ing thro'  the  green  woods :  They  feel  themselves  necessitated  to  decline  the  Execution  of 
the  Trust  reposed  in  them  for  the  following  Reasons,  viz  :  — 

Because  they  think,  nothing,  but  the  most  urgent  necessity,  to  effect  a  purpose,  of 
public  Utility,  can  justify,  the  raising  money  by  Lottery :  with  respect  to  one  of  the 
Roads,  mentioned  in  said  Act,viz :  that  leading  from  Westiield  to  Great  Barrington,  they 
conceive,  this  to  be  the  Case ;  but  they  ai-e  not  sufficiently  acquainted,  with  the  other 
roads  in  said  Act  mentioned;  to  enable  them,  to  form  such  a  Judgment  as  will  justify  to 
their  own  feelings  their  actively  carrying  into  Effect,  all  the  purposes  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

Because,  they  are  humbly  of  Opinion,  that  it  is  of  great  Importance  to  the  public,  that 
the  Reparation,  of  the  Road  first  aforesaid,  should  be  effected,  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
that  unavoidable  Delays,  will  result,  from  a  Division,  of  the  Objects  of  the  Lottery. 

Because,  they  think,  that  should  one  Road,  leading  thro  that  Country,  be  cleared,  every 
necessary  public  Intention  would  thereby  be  answered :  Lotteries  are  a  Burden  on  the 
Community  —  at  a  time  when  the  Demands  of  the  Country  require,  that  every  expensive 
Exertion,  should  be  pointed  to  one  grand  object,  theV  think,  that  a  Diversion  from  this, 
to  an  Object  in  Comparison  thereof,  of  little  consequence  cannot  be  justified :  And  finally, 

Because,  that  the  aforesaid  Colonel  Easton  and  Capt"  Barns  living  in  a  part  of  the 
Country,  which  would  receive  Benifit,  from  the  Reparation  of  the  north  Road,  in  said  act 
mentioned,  (which  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Legislature  was  not  of  the  first  Importance,)  the 
Bias  of  self  Interest,  so  prevalent  in  the  human  Heart,  will  probably,  induce  them,  to  give 
that  road  an  undesserved  Preference;  indeed  should  your  Honors  be  of  Opinion,  that,  that 
road  ought  to  be  repaired  in  the  way  provided,  the  subscribers  humbly  conceive,  that  the 
managers  ought  to  be  appointed  in  such  manner  that  no  Division  of  Interest  will  result 
from  their  local  Situation. 

These  Reasons  the  subscribers  thought  themselves  in  duty  bound  to  suggest  to  your 
Honor's  Consideration,  to  which  they  have  nothing  to  add  but  an  Assurance  of  the  respect 
&  Subjection,  with  which  they,  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Your  Honor's,  most  Obedient  & 
respectful  Servants 

r,       ^      i- T>    1    1  •      1  Theodore  SeTdgwick*] 

^''omh^T  ''f  ^1 78n'"'^'  I  Jahlee  [l  Woodbridge  k 

20th  July  1780.  -     ]  j^„^  [Lbi^by  *]  r-lbid.  ^ 

The  above  memorial  and  petition  were  read,  in  the  House,  Sept.  14,  1780,  and  com- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Kollock,  Foster  and  Perry  of  Easton, —  Kollock  having  been  appointed 
in  place  of  Capt.  Wales,  originally  appointed.  On  the  23d,  this  committee  reported,  "  that 
no  alteration  be  made  in  the  act  for  granting  said  lottery  " ;  which  report  having  been 
accepted,  a  day  was  assigned  for  the  choice  of  three  managers  to  take  the  place  of  the 
three  who  had  declined  to  act.    The  vacancies  were  filled  as  follows  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept.  29*  1780 

tThe  House,  by  ballot,  made  choice  of  Coll  John  Brown  of  Pitsficld  Capt  William 
Walker  of  Lenox,  and  Ephraim  Fitch  of  Egremont,  as  Managers  of  the  Lottery  lately 
granted  bv  an  Act  of  the  General  Court,  for  raising  a  Sum  of  money  to  repair  the  Road 
through  the  Green  Woods  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Sedgwick,  M"'  Woodbridge  and  M'  Sibley 
who  decline  serving 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  Sep";  29.'  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sey 

Consented  to" — [signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council]. — Mass.  Archives,  vol.  229,  jo.  283. 

•  MAnuBcrlpt  mutilated.  t  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LXXXV. 
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Chap.  2.  From  time  to  time,  before  the  Revolution,  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  nortli 
part  of  Stougliton,  with  their  estates,  were  annexed  to  one  of  the  precincts  of  Ucdham, 
and  some  of  them  were  orit? inally  incorporated  in  the  second  precinct  of  the  latter  town, 
on  account  of  the  comparative  nearness  of  the  meeting-house  and  public  schools  of  Ded- 
ham. 

For  a  similar  reason  Nathaniel  Sumner,  Esq.,  as  early  as  1770,  presented  a  petition  to 
the  town  of  Stoughton,  to  he  set  oflf  to  Dcdham,  with  his  lands;  and  at  a  town  meeting, 
held  on  the  19th  of  March,  that  year,  this  application  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
persons,  "  to  view  and  to  enquire  into  the  circumstances  of"  this  "  petition,  and  make 
report  at  the  next  meeting."  In  the  mean  time,  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Stough- 
tonham  met  and  chose  a  committee  "  to  consult  and  advise "  with  the  committee  of 
Stoughton  with  reference  to  Sumner's  petition,  and  to  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting  on 
the  16ih  of  April.  At  a  town  meeting,  held  on  the  24th  of  May,  following,  a  mnjority  of 
the  committee  of  Stoughton  reported  that,  "  upon  y<=  whole  we  think  not  benefishal  to  y® 
Town  of  Stoughton  to  Sett  of  to  Dedham  y®  Lands  Petitioned  for  by  s^  Sumner  Looking 
upon  y«  Request  to  be  vastly  Dcteramental  to  &'^  Town  of  Stoughton  if  we  should  so  do 
therefore  we  arc  of  y«  opinion  not  to  set  of  s''  Lands"*  The  inhabitants  at  the  same 
meeting  voted,  first,  to  accept  the  report,  and  then,  to  reconsider  this  vote,  and  to  continue, 
to  the  next  meeting,  the  consideration  of  the  article  in  the  warrant,  respecting  the  above 
report. 

No  further  action  by  the  town,  on  the  above-mentioned  petition,  has  !)een  discovered, 
and  Mr.  Sumner  seems  to  have  made  no  further  effort  to  be  set  off  to  Dedham  until  ten 
years  later,  when,  upon  his  application  to  the  town,  another  committee  of  three,  was- 
appointed,  at  the  town  meeting  held  on  the  6th  of  March,  to  take  his  request  into  conider- 
ation.  Tliis  committee  made  the  following  report,  at  a  town  meeting  held  May  24, 
1780 :  — 

"The  committe  on  y"  Request  of  Nath'  Sumner  Esq'.  Having  attended  that  Service 
Report  as  followcth  (viz)  your  conmiitte  are  of  Opinion  that  his  upland  Lott  in  Stoughton 
be  Set  off  to  Dedham,  but  it  is  with  grate  Reluctance  for  us  to  Report  to  have  his  meadow 
and  meadow  Bottom  Sett  to  s<i  Dedham  but  by  Reason  of  its  Joining  on  his  upland  Lott 
&  being  on  tb",  westerly  end  of  Pigeon  Swomp  &  being  allmost  Surounded  by  his  up  land. 
Except  on  one  Side,  therefore  your  committe  are  of  y"  mind  that  the  s^J  Meadow  & 
meadow  Bottom  in  &<\  Pigeon  Swomp  togathcr  with  his  up  land,  and  the  Inhabitants 
thereon  in  Stoughton  on  the  westerly  side  of .  the  Line  hereafter  Mentioned  be  Sett  or 
annexed  to  the  Town  of  Dedham  There  to  Do  Duty  &  Receive  Privcledge  (viz)  Begining 
at  the  Easterly  cornor  of  his  upland  Lott  &  Runing  Northwesterly  Between  his  Pigeon 
Swomp  Lott  &  the  Rest  of  sd  Swomp  a  Straight  Line  till  it  comes  to  traphole  Brook  or 
Dedham  Line  all  which  is  Submitted  by  your  committe  — 
Stoughton-may  y«  8'Ji  1780  Peter  Talbot 

Nath''.    Fishek 

Benjamin  Gill."  —  Mass.  Files :  House,  no.  628. 
At  the  same  meeting,  the  inhabitants  accepted  this  report.    The  inhabitants  of  Dedham, 
also,  signified,  by  a  vote,  of  which  the  following  certified  copy  is  preserved,  their  consent 
that  the  persons  and  land  so  set  off,  be  annexed  to  their  town :  — 

"  Dedham  May  SOtJi  1780.    At  a  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Dedham  legally  Assembled  s"! 
Town  Voted  —  To  accept  of  the  Lands  of  Nath"  Sumner  Esqr  as  set  oflF  by  a  Vote  of  the 
Town  of  Stoughton  with  the  Inhabit^  thereon  and  the  places  of  their  habitations  as 
described  in  s"!  Vote  — 
A  true  Copy  from  the  Town  Records  Abner  Ellis  Town  Clerk." — Ibid. 

The  following  petition  was  thereupon  presented  to  the  General  Court,  for  confirmation 
of  these  proceedings :  — 

"  State  of  ye  ")  To  the  Honorable  the  Counccl,  &  to  y«  Honorable  House  of  Rep- 
Massachusetts  \  resentativcs  of  the  State  of  the  Massachusetts  in  General  Court 
Bay  J  Assembled  on  the  31^'  Day  of  May  2D  :  1780  at  Boston  — 

The  Petition  of  Nath"  Summer  of  Dedham,  &  George  Sumner  &  Ebenezer  Sumner  of 
Stoughton  humbly  sheweth  That  the  Town  of  Stoughton  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Freholders 
and  other  Inhabitants  of  s<i  Town  legally  assembled  on  Wednesday  y  24"'  Day  of  May 
Ai  1780  did  pass  a  Vote  to  sett  oflf  from  s<J  Town  to  y«  Town  of  Dedham  s<J  George  & 
Ebenezer  with  such  Part  of  the  Homstcad  Lands  of  your  Petitioners,  that  lies  within  the. 
Line  ofs^  Stoughton  Viz  part  of  the  fifteenth  Lot  in  the  12  Divisions  of  Land,  (so  called) 
and  the  40<''  ILot  in  Pigeon  Swamp  adjoining  thereto.  And  whereas  the  Town  of  Dedham 
at  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabit^  of  s"^  Town  on  the  SO""  day  of  s""  May, 
Voted  to  accept  s'^  Lands  with  s^  Persons  &  Families  dwelling  thereon.  Attested  Cop- 
pics  of  sd  Votes  beini?  herewith  transmitted.  And  as  your  Petitioners,  by  reason  of  their 
distant  Scituation  from  y  Place  of  publiek  Worship  &  Schools  in  s-^  Stoughton,  it  being 
five  Miles  from  the  nearest  Meeting  House  and  two  Miles  &  half  from  the  nearest  Inhabi- 
tant of  s'3  Town,  are  cut  oflf  from  enjoying  the  Priveleges  of  s"!  Town  in  common  with 
others :  but  may  much  more  advaiitagibusly,  do  Duty  and  enjoy  Privelege  in  the  Town 
of  Dedham  as  s<i  Persons  &  Lands  lie  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Dedham  and  but  two  Miles 
from  a  Meeting  House  in  s<i  Town— Therefore  the  Prayer  of  this  Petition  is  that  the 
honorable  Court  would  Please  to  set  oflf  s'^  Lands  with  the  Families  thereon  from  the 
Town  of  Stoughton  and  Annex  them  to  y«  Town  of  Dedham,  agreable  to  the  Vote  of  s-i 
Town  of  Stoughton  — there  to  do  Duty  &  recieve  Privelege  — 
And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray  &cra, 

Nath"'  Sumner 
George  Sumner 
Ebenezer  Sumner."  —  Ibid. 

*  ToTTO  records  of  Stoughton,  p.  337. 
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This  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  June  2d,  and  a  vote  was  thereupon  passed,  that 
the  prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  "  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
accordingly." 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  had  its  three  readings,  in  the  House,  on  the  10th,  12th,  and  15th, 
of  June,  respectively,  when  it  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  Council, 
for  concurrence,  and  was  there  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  day  last 
named.  On  the  17th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  in  both  branches,  and  was  signed  by 
sixteen  councillors. 

Chap.  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  territoiy  belonging  to  Royalston,  and  lying  north  of 
Winchendon,  having  applied  to  each  of  those  towns,  for  their  consent  that  they,  and  their 
estates  within  the  above  territory,  be  set  ofiFfrom  the  former  town,  and  annexed  to  the 
latter,  the  following  votes  were  passed  by  those  towns,  respectively :  — 

"  At  a  Legal  Town  meeting  in  Royalston  on  Monday  the  Second  Day  of  March  A  D 
1778  and  Continued  by  ajorment  to  the  fourth  Day  of  may  then  meet  and  at  the  Request 
of  the  Inhabitenfs  Liueing  on  a  Track  of  Land  Called  Royalston  Legg  — 

Voted  by  the  Town  of  Royalston  that  the  land  Called  Royalston  legg  with  the  Inhabi- 
tents  there  on  be  Set  of  from  Royalston  and  laid  to  the  Town  of  Winchendon :  Said  In- 
habitents  paying  all  Lawfull  Taxes  assesed  there  on  to  the  time  the  Generail  Court  Shall 
Ratify  and  Confcirm  the  Same  —  • 

Royalston  may  4 :  1778 

Coppy  —  Test  John  Fry    Town  Clerk."  —Mass  Files:  House,  no.  420. 

"  At  A  Legal  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Winchendon  on  Monday  the  Second  Day  of 
March  m  1778 

at  the  Request  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  tract  of  Land  Called  Royalston  Legg 

The  Town  Voted  that  the  Strip  of  Land  Lying  Between  the  North  Line  of  the  Town  of 
Winchendon  &  Newhampshire  Line  Called  Royalston  Legg  Be  Received  on  to  the  Town  of 
Winchendon 

A  true  Coppy  taken  from  Winchendon  Records 

Attest  Abel  Wilder    Town  Clerk."  —  Ibid. 

Thereupon,  the  following  petition  to  the  Legislature  was  read  in  the  House,  Jan.  29, 
1779,  and  foitliwith  committed  to  Messrs.  Knowlton,  Pynchon  and  Whitney:  — 

"  State  of  the  To  The  Honorable  Council  &  House  of  Representatives 

Massachusetts  Bay  In  General  Court  assembled 

In  New  England 

The  Inhabitants  of  a  Tract  of  Land  Called  Royalston  Legg  in  the  County  of  Worcester 
Humbly  Sheweth  — 

—  That  Said  Tract  of  Land  Lyeth  Betwixt  the  North  part  of  The  Town  of  Winchen- 
don &  New  Hamshire  Line  Being  Six  Miles  in  Length  &  but  about  one  mile  In  width 

—  That  Said  Tract  of  Land  Can  Not  be  accommodated  In  The  Town  of  Royalston 

—  That  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  tract  of  Land  Petitioned  The  Towns  of  Royalston  & 
Winchendon  At  Their  anual  Meetings  Last  March  Requesting  the  Town" of  Royalston  to 
Vote  us  off  &  the  Town  of  Winchendon  To  Receive  us  on  to  that  Town  which  was  ac- 
cordingly Done  By  Both  of  Said  Towns 

Wherefore  your  rctitioners  Pray  your  Honours  To  annex  Said  Tract  of  Land  Called 
Royalston  Legg  To  the  Town  of  Winchendon  So  far  west  as  the  west  Line  of  Said  Town 
or  otherwise  relieve  your  Petitioners  as  in  your  Wisdom  you  shall  think  fitt 

As  In  Duty  Bound  your  Humble  Petitioners  Shall  Ever  Praj'  &c 
Royalston  December  y  23 :  1778 

Jonathan  Peeham  Will"  Beal 

James  Steel  Sami-i-  Steel 

Amos  Heywood  Daniel  Heywood."  —  Ibid. 

The  above  committee  reported,  on  the  same  day,  a  resolve  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion be  granted,  and  that  the  petitioners,  "  with  their  lands,  as  far  west  as  "the  west  line  of 
the  said  town  of  Winchendon,  be  annexed  thereto;  they  paying  their  proportionable  part 
of  the  taxes  set  upon  the  town  of  Royalston  before  the  date  of  this  resolve."  Upon 
reading  this  resolve,  an  order  was  passed,  "  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  that  puipose." 

No  further  legislative  proceedings  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  above  petition  have 
been  discovered,  until  Nov.  29,  1^79,  when  the  petition  was  again  read,  in  the  House,  and 
committed  to  Messrs.  Parks,  Whitney  and  Fessenden,  who,  on  the  7th  of  December,  re- 
ported a  resolve  granting  the  prayer  tjf  the  petitioners,  and  giving  them  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  as  before.  The  General  Com-t  was  adjourned  on  the  day  this  report  was  made,  and 
no  action  appears  to  have  been  had  thereon,  in  the  Council,  until  April  25,  1780,  when  a 
vote  of  concurrence  was  passed  by  the  Board.  Owing  to  the  loss  of  the  journal  of  the 
House,  after  this  date,  the  further  action  of  the  House  during  this  session,  has  not  been 
ascertained,  but  a  memorandum  on  the  bill,  apparently  in  the  handwriting  of  the  clerk, 
indicates  that  it  was  then  referred  to  the  next  sitting." 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1780,  the  bill  of  tbis  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and, 
on  the  9th  and  10th,  respectively,  it  was  read  a  second  and  a  third  time,  when  it  was 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concuiTcnce.  On  the  13th,  it  was  passed  to  be 
engrossed,  in  concurrence,  by  the  Council,  and,  on  the  17th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted, 
and  was  signed  by  fourteen  of  the  Council,  though^  fifteen  is  the  number  stated  in  the 
record. 

Chap.  4.  In  the  notes  to  the  acts  of  1779-80,  chapters  7,  13  and  15,  some  account  is 
given  of  the  expedients  resorted  to  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  prevent  the 
effects  of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency.    A  disposition  to  comply  with  the  recommeu- 
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dation  of  Congress,  of  Aug.  25,  1779,*  to  remove  all  restrictions  on  inter-state  trade,  was 
manifested  in  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  appointed  Sept.  9,  1779,t  in  which  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  convention  at  Concord,  was  recommended,  as  more  effectual  than 
embargoes,  to  prevent  the  inflation  of  prices.  Notwithstanding  the  concurrent  recom- 
mendations of  the  convention  at  Concord,  of  Congress,  and  of  the  above  committee, 
chapter  13  was  passed  in  less  than  two  weeks  after  this  committee  had  reported,  and  was 
followed,  on  the  6th  of  October,  by  the  enactment  of  chapter  fifteen. 

The  recommendation  of  the  convention  at  Hartford,t  Oct.  28,  1779,  refinforced  by  the 
approval  of  Congress  in  the  resolves  of  November  19th,&  seems  to  have  encouraged  the 
opponents  of  this  restrictive  policy,  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  to  propose  the  total 
abrogation  of  the  embargo  acts.  The  resolves  of  Congress  last  referred  to,  which  had 
been  received  and  read  in  Council,  on  the  7th  of  December,  were  read  in  the  House,  on 
the  16th,  and  then  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  as  has  been  already  narrated. ||  On  the 
same  day,  a  bill  to  repeal  both  chapters  13  and  15,  of  the  previous  year,  was  introduced 
in  the  House. 

The  preamble  of  this  bill,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  December  16th, 
declared  that  the  reason  for  passing  the  embargo  acts  had  ceased,  "  by  the  failing  of  the 
measures  which  have  been  lately  taken  for  regulating  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life, 
within  this  State."  This  was  followed  by  a  section  repealing  both  the  chapters  above 
named,  "  so  far  as  they  affect  any  state  which  has  not  any  act  in  force  to  prevent  the  ex- 
portation of  the  necessaries  of  life  therefrom  into  this  state."  By  another  section  it  was 
provided  that  when  any  state,  having  in  force  any  act  to  prevent  the  exportation,  to  this 
state,  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  should  repeal  the  same,  the  two  chapters  aforesaid  should 
"  cease  to  operate  with  respect  to  such  state." 

On  the  18th  of  December,  1779,  this  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  "  re- 
committed." Endorsed  on  the  original  bill,  still  on  file,  are  the  names  of  Messrs.  Picker- 
ing, Tudor  and  Walley  (evidently  in  the  handwriting  of  the  clerk  of  the  House) ;  and 
these  persons,  probably'',  constituted  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  was  thus  referred.  • 
By  the  recprd,  this  bill  seems  to  have  been  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
sent  up  for  concurrence,  on  the  21st,  though  the  date  given  in  a  memorandum  minuted 
on  the  bill,  by  the  clerk,  is  the  22d,  on  which  day  it  was  read,  a  first  time,  in  the  Council, 
and  nonconcurred ;  whereupon,  a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Artemas  Ward,  Thomas  Cusbing  and  Samuel  Adams,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Pick- 
ering, Warren  and  Choate,  of  the  House.  On  the  23d,  Mr.  Pickering  went  up  with  a 
message  from  the  House,  requesting  that  the  act,  if  the  Council  had  not  passed  upon  it, 
might  1)6  sent  down ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Further  proceedings  upon  this  bill  appear  to  have  been  suspended  in  order  to  allow 
further  efforts  to  be  made  to  induce  Connecticut  to  concur  with  Massachusetts  in  the 
repeal  of  their  respective  embargo  acts.  Accordingly,  Jan.  6,  1780,  Samuel  Adams  and 
Timothy  Danielson,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Paine,  Baldwin,  and  Davis  of  Boston,  of 
the  House,  were  appointed  a  committee,  "  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of 
writing  a  letter,"  for  that  purpose,  to  the  state  of  Connecticut.  The  letter  which  was  pre- 
pared and  sent  in  accordance  with  this  vote,  elicited  the  reply  from  Governor  Trumbull, 
dated  March  10th,  which  is  printed  in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  13.11 

On  the  17th  of  March,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dawes  and  Ammidown,  of 
the  House,  and  Danielson  of  the  Council,  appointed  to  consider  a  letter,  dated  March  2d, 
received  from  Governor  Greene  of  Rhode  Island,  reported  "that  the  embargo  act,  as  far 
as  it  respects  Rhode  Island,  be  repealed."  The  committee  also  reported  a  letter  to 
Governor  Greene.  None  of  the  papers  relating  to  this  correspondence  have  been  found 
in  the  archives,  but  there  remains  on  file  a  petition  of  Ellis  Gray,  not  dated,  in  which  he 
represented  that  he  had  in  his  custody  a  quantity  of  merchandise  (a  schedule  of  which 
was  endorsed  on  the  petition),  belonging  to  Robert  Champlin  and  Samuel  Wickham,  "  of 
the  island  of  Rhode  Island,  which  they  imported  into  this  state  while  said  island  was  in 
possession  of  the  British  troops  ";.  that  he  had  received  orders  since  the  evacuation  of 
said  island,  by  the  owners,  who  were  "  known  friends  to  the  American  cause,"  to  ship  the 
said  merchandise  to  them,  —  they  having  returned  thither;  and  that  Wickham  had  "  met 
with  heavy  loss,  by  the  destruction  of  his  real  property  in  the  town  of  Newport  while 
under  the  domination  of  a  cruel  enemy";  wherefore,  finding  himself  unable  to  comply 
with  this  order,  "  on  account  of  the  embargo  act,"  he  prayed  that  leave  might  be  granted 
to  "Ebenezer  Shearman,  master  of  the  schooner  ,  to  take  on  board,  and  clear 

out,  said  goods,"  etc. 

In  answer  to  this  petition,  the  following  resolve**  was  passed:  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  March.  13'^  1780 

on  the  Petition  of  Elis  Gray  praying  For  Liberty  to  Export  Sundrie  articles  to  Rhod 
Island 

Resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  Said  Petition  be  granted,  and  the  Naval  ofBcer  for  the  port 
of  Boston  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed  to  Clear  out  for  the  Island  of  Rhod  Island,  on 
Board  the  Schooner  Luke,  Kben'_  shearman  Master  Ninteen  Casks  of  Nails  Two  Casks 
of  Mollasses  Eighteen  barrils  &  one  hogshead  Sugar  Seven  barrils  Coffee  Eight  Teirces 
Taflier,  and  one  Cask  of  lltzm,  on  said  Gray's  Jlakeing  oath  that  the  said  articles  were 
Imported  Into  this  State,  by  Robert  Champlin  and  Sam'.'  Wickham  of  the  State  of  Rhod 
Island  and  are  there  property  as  Sett  forth  in  his  Petition 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk' 

In  Council  March  14'.  1780  Read  &  ConcuiTed        John  Avert    D  Se^ 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council] . —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  226,  p.  148. 

•  See  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  13,  ante,  p.  1257.  t  Ibid.,  pp.  1255  and  1256.        J  Ibid.,  p.  1269. 

§  Ibid.,  p.  1262.       II  Page  1262.       TT  Page  1264.        **  Printed  resolvcB,  chapter  VI. 
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The  passage  of  the  resolves  of  April  10, 1780,*  was  the  last  attempt  to  lay  an  embargo 
on  inland  traffic ;  and  this  was  done,  professedly,  in  an  emergency  which  seemed  to  justify, 
if  not  demand,  extreme  measures. 

'Hjc  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  on  the  7th  of  .Time,  1780.  It 
was  read  a  second  time  on  the  Sth,  and,  after  debate,  the  next  mornin<r  session  was  as- 
signed, by  a  vote  of  seventy-nine  to  thirty-two,  for  a  third  reading  ot  the  bill ;  at  which 
time  it  was  read,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  iip  for  concurrence.  It  was  read  in  the 
Council,  on  the  iJth  and  14th,  respectively,  when  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  en- 
grossed, "  as  talien  into  a  new  draught."  In  the  title  of  this  new  draught,  exactly  agree- 
ing with  the  present  chapter,  the  specific  reference  to  the  two  acts  to  bo  repealed,  whicli  the 
title  of  the  original  bill  contained,  was  omitted,  and  was  inserted  in  the  body  of  the  bill. 
Botli  the  title  and  the  body  of  the  bill,  in  the  new  draught,  included  a  reference  to  the  re- 
solve of  April  10th,  which  was  wholly  omitted  in  the  former  draught.  On  the  15th,  the 
House  concurred  in  the  above  vote  of  the  Council,  and,  on  the  17th,  the  bill  was  passed  to 
be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

In  the  convention  which  was  held  in  Boston,  Aiigust  3,  1780,  an  account  of  which  is 
given  in  the  note  to  chapter  16,  post,  the  following  resolve  was  adopted  :  — 

"  o'.!!  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  tbat  have  Acts  laying  an 
Embargo  on  the  Transportation  of  Articles  l)y  Land  from  one  .State  to  another  ^ — to  Repeal 
them — as  being  unnecessary  &  tending  rather  to  injure,  than  serve  the  Common  Cause  we 
are  engaged  to  Support  and  maintain—  to  Continue  Embargo's  on  Provision  by  Water, 
and  that  particular  Care  be  taken  to  prevent  all  illicit  Trade  with  the  Enemy."  —  Ibid., 
vol.  144,  p.  143. 

Chap.  5.    The  bill  of  this  chapter,  having  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  the  Council,  June 

15th,  was  sent  down  to  the  House,  for  concurrence,  and  on  that  day  was  read  a  first  time. 

On  the  next  day,  it  had  its  second  and  third  readings  in  the  House,  and  was  passed  to  he 

«        engrossed,  in  concurrence,  and  on  the  19th,  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  by  both  branches, 

and  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  6.  This  chapter  was  enacted  to  fulfil  the  engagement  of  the  Legislature  f  to  ap- 
point six  commissioners,  on  the  part  of  this  state,  any  two  of  whom  were  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  such  commissioners  as  had  been  or  should  be  appointed  by  Congress  to 
sign  and  number  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  that  act. 

The  following  are  the  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  appointing  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States :  — 

*'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Resolved,  That  Nathaniel  Appleton  and  Joseph  Henderson,  esquires,  be  appointed 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  them  to  endorse  the  bills  that 
shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  18th  day  of  March  last."  —  Journals  of  Congress :  June  29,  1780. 

"  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Walley  and  Peter  Boyer  be  appointed,  in  addition  to  Nathan- 
iel Appleton  and  Joseph  Henderson,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
any  one  of  them  to  endorse  the  bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  day  of  March  last."  J — Ibid: 
All;/.  29,  1780. 

These  resolves  were  communicated  by  Samuel  Huntington,  president  of  Congress,  to 
James  Bowdoin,  president  of  the  Council,  in  letters  dated,  respectively,  July  6th,  and 
Aug.  31,  1780. 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  June  14th,  and  was  there 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  on  the  16th,  when  it  was  sent  up  to  tlie  Council,  for  concurrence. 
The  Council  concurred  in  the  vote  for  engrossment,  on  the  17th,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
to  be  enacted,  on  the  19th,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  councillors. 

Chap.  7.  The  bill  of  this  chapter  originated  in  the  Council,  where  it  was  read  a  first 
time,  on  the  9th  of  June,  and  passed  to  engrossment  and  was  sent  down  for  concurrence,  on 
the  14th,  on  which  day  it  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House.  The  bill  was  read,  in  the 
House,  a  second  and  third  time,  on  the  15th  and  16th,  respectively,  and  was  thereupon 
comnutted  to  Messrs.  Partridge,  Lowell  and  Sedgwick.  On  the  19th,  this  committee,  hav- 
ing been  changed  by  the  substitution  of  Messrs.  Sargeant,  and  Brown  of  Watertown,  for 
Messes.  Lowell  and  Partridge,  who  were  absent,  reported  the  bill  back  with  a  proposed 
amendment  striking  out,  from  the  preamble,  the  title  of  1779-80,  chapter  7,  which  was  one 
of  the  acts  embraced  in  the  bill  as  originally  drawn.  The  above  report  was  accepted,  and 
the  bill  as  thus  amended  was  returned  to  the  Council,  where  it  was  concurred  in.  It  was 
passed  to  be  enacted,  on  the  '22d,  and  was  signed  by  eighteen  of  the  Council. 

Two  other  acts  which  had  been  included  in  the  original  draught ;  namely,  1779-80,  chap- 
ter 1.5  (which  was  repealed  by  chapter  4  of  the  present  year),  and  1779-80,  chapter  19 
(which  was  continued  by  chapter  5  of  the  present  year),  had  been  stricken  out  before  the 
bill  came  down  from  the  Council. 

Chap.  8.  In  chapter  36  of  the  acts  of  1776-77,  and  chapter  9  of  the  acts  of  1779-80,  and 
the  notes  to  each,  may  be  found  the  provisions  made  by  the  Legislature  to  prevent  descr- 
ticm  from  our  own  forces.  No  such  measures,  however,  having  been  adoptetl  to  prevent 
desertion  from  the  ranks  of  the  allies  who  were  cooperating,  or  who  might  cooperate,  with 
the  Continental  forces.  Congress  made  the  following  recommendation  to  the  several  states, 
to  pass  laws  to  that  end :  — 

•  Pages  1265  and  1266,  arite.  t  1779-80,  chapter  40,  §  7. 

X  See  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  40,  pp.  1339  and  1340,  ante. 
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"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  these  Uuited  States  to  pass 
laws  for  the  punishment  of  such  persons  as  shall  encourage  desertions  from  the  fleets  or 
armies  of  any  foreign  power  who  shall  prosecute  the  war  in  America  in  conjunction  with 
these  United  States,  and  for  recovering  such  deserters  as  shall  endeavour  to  conceal  them- 
selves among  the  inhabitants."  —  Journals  of  Congress :  May  27,  1780. 

Accordingly,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  twice  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  Coun- 
cil, June  22d,  and  sent  down  to  the  House,  for  concurrence,  where,  on  the  same  day,  it 
was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  and  on  the  next  day  was  passed  to  be  en- 
acted, and  was  signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council,  though  fifteen  is  the  number  of  consent- 
ing councillors  shown  by  the  record. 

Chap.  9.  This  chapter  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  act,  since  the  beginning 
of  the  Revolution,  laying  a  tax  payable  exclusively  in  silver  and  gold,  or  in  equivalent 
merchandise  of  the  kinds  designated  in  the  act.  It  was  the  first  in  the  scries  of  taxes  pro- 
vided, in  sections  10,  12  and  13,  of  chapter  40  of  the  previous  year,  to  be  levied,  annually, 
for  seven  years,  to  s-ecure  the  punctual  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  virtue 
of  that  chapter,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  thereon. 

The  bill  of  this  chai)ter  was  ''  brought  in  "  to  the  House,  June  12,  1780,  by  a  committee 
appointed  nine  days  before,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Henshaw,  VVoodbridge  and  Mattoon,— 
the  first  two  having  been  put  upon  the  committee,  on  the  7th,  in  place  of  Messrs.  Freeman 
and  Lowell,  who  were  excused  from  serving.  It  was  read  a  first  time  that  day,  and  a 
second  time  on  the  day  following,  when,  after  debate,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Ome,  Smith,  Davis,  Osgood  and  Barnes,  was  appointed,  "  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be 
done  respecting  the  delivery  of  such  articles  as  may  be  received  in  lieu  of  hard  money, 
toward-!  the  tax  of  £72,000." 

On  the  day  last  named,  another  cf)mmittee,  consisting  of  Messrs  Hastings,  Mattoon  and 
Drew,  was  appointed  "to  enquire  into  the  tax  set  on  the  town  of  Lanesborough,  and  re- 
port what  is  proper  to  be  done  respecting  the  same,"  and  also,  "  to  bring  in  a  clause  to  be 
inserted  in  the  tax  bill,  empowering  assessors  to  take  advantage  of  the  change  of  property 
which  may  take  place  between  the  18th  of  Miiy  and  the  time  they  make  then- assessments  " 
The  loss  of  the  original  bill  leaves  it  doujjtfnl  what  changes  were  made  or  proposed  by 
these  committees.  On  the  19th,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  sent  up  for 
concurrence,  by  a  committee  of  five  members,  and  on  the  same  day  it  was  passed  to  bo 
enacted,  in  both  branches,  and  Nvas  signed  by  fourteen  (though  the  record  says  fifteen)  of 
the  Council. 

The  town  of  Hancock,  in  addition  to  the  burden  of  fines  from  which,  for  sufficient  cause, 
it  had  successfully  sought  relief,  as  shown  in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  30  (p.  1306,  ante), 
and  the  excessive  taxation  to  which  it  had  been  subjected  by  reason  of  over-valuation,  as 
shown  in  the  notes  to  1779-80,  chapter  49  (p.  1388,  aw^e),  and  chapter  IG  of  the  present  year 
(p.  1462,pos0,  w'as  so  unfortunate  this  year  as  to  fail  to  receive  the  necessary  warrant  from 
the  treasurer,  for  the  collection  of  its  state  taxes.  Before  the  requirements  of  the  law  in 
this  respect  had  l)een  complied  with,  the  collector  of  taxes,  chosen  at  the  previous  annual 
town  meeting,  had  adopted  religious  sentiments  which  constrained  him  to  decline  to  serve 
longer  in  that  capacity.  What  these  views  were,  does  not  certainly  appear;  but  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  he  had  become  a  follower  of  Ann  Lee,  who  about  that  time,  had  made  many 
converts  in  that  region.  The  story  of  this  misadventure  of  the  town  is  told  in  the  following 
petition :  — 

"  To  the  Ilonnourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  State  of  the  Mas- 
scchusctts  Bay,  to  be  Conveigned  at  Boston  on  the  7^''  Day  of  September  Instant;  — 

The  Petction  of  the  Select  Men  of  the  Town  of  Hancock  humbly  Sheweth ;  that  whereas 


that  Capacity  the  Year  past,  and  had  not  done  Collecting;  he  perceiuing  the  Inhabitants 
Extrcamly  loth  to  serve  in  that  place;  did  offer  his  Service  the  present  Year;  for  a  Certain 
Stipulated  price;  as  a  reward  for  the  Same ;  the  Rate  Streaks  being  delivered  him;  the 
Assesors  Transmited  an  account  of  the  Same  to  the  States  Treasurer,  Desireing  him  to 
Send  his  Warrant  to  our  S>}.  Constable  for  the  Same;  but  as  the  Sum  Inserted  to  the 
Treasurer,  did  not  agree  with  the  Order  he  had  Sent  to  the  Assesors ;  he  did  not  See  fit 
to  Send  his  W^arrant  to  the  Constable  to  Collect  the  Same;  the  reason  the  returns  from 
our  Assesors  did  not  agree  with  the  Treasurers  Order;  was  the  figgurcs  in  which  the  Sum 
was  inserted;  was  in  hast  misplaced ;  and  therefore  the  Constable  Still  remains  without 
any  Warrant,  and  the  Town  are  now  of  opinion  it  is  not  best  he  should  have  any  ;  as  he 
has  of  late  fell  into  So  gross  a  delusion  :  in  Religeous  matters  with  a  number  of  others  in 
this;  and  in  York  State:  that  they  Seem  Totally  to  Deny  all  Civil  Authority;  and  Rule: 
and  Intirel.v  refuse  to  giue  their  Assistance  in  any  Publick  way  whatever,  we  have  had 
two  Town  Meetings  on  the  Acount:  one  to  consult  what  was  best  to  do  in  the  Case:  at 
which  it  was  Concluded  if  the  States  Treasurer,  persued  the  Constable  in  the  legal  way, 
it  might  terminate  to  the  Damniage  of  the  Town,  as  the  Constable  is  a  man  of  but  Very 
Small  intrest;  and  has  no  Bondsman;  and  for  the  Town  to  proceed  to  appoint  another 
Constal)le,  in  his  room  ;  when  he  was  nither  Dead,  nor  removed;  they  thougiit  unwar- 
raniable,  without  a  Special  Order  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose;  whereupon  the  Town  ap- 
pointed a  Committe  to  Treat  with  S"?.  Orsborn ;  and  See  if  they  could  make  a  Saveing 
Settlement  with  him,  as  he  had  Collected  Some  thousands  of  the  State  Tax,  before  he  fell 
into  this  Distracted  way;  which  remained  in  his  hands,  S<i  Committe  to  make  returns  to 
the  Adjourni^, meeting  for  the  purpose;  and  to  perswadc  Orsborn  to  attend  Sd,Meeting  if 
in  their  power ;  who  on  the  Day  appointed  did  attend,  Declareing  he  could  not  in  Con- 
cience  proceed  any  further;  to  do  the  Duty  of  a  Constable;  even  if  it  cost  him  what  little 
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he  had  :  and  his  Life  with  it,  but  was  ready  and  willing  to  give  up  the  Monney  be  had 
Collected:  with  the  Rate  Bills  &c:  which  the  Town  did  not  care  to  take,  untill  Your 
Honnours  Pleasure  might  be  known  respecting  the  Matter;  whereupon  the  Town  pass^  A 
Vote,  that  your  Petetioners  In  Behalf  of  the  Town,  by  a  humble  Pctetion.  Should  repre- 
sent the  whole  affair  to  Your  Honnours :  and  beg  leave  to  Suggest  to  Your  Honnours  : 
that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Town ;  that  it  might  be  better ;  (if  it  be  agreable  to  your  Hon- 
nours known  Wisdom;)  that  we  might  have  a  Special  order  to  Chuse  another  Constable: 
and  releale  Orsboru;  than  to  persue  bim  farther;  as  we  have  no  Apprehention  that  bis 
Conduct  Originates  from  any  bad  Design ;  Sence  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  present 
war,  he  has  been  Esteamed :  a  faithfuli  Steady  Friend  to  the  Cause  of  the  Country ;  it  is 
indeed  Verry  painfull  to  us,  to  Consider  these  unhapy  Surcomstances  have  prevented 
our  earlyer  Contribution  to  publick  Use;  Especially  when  our  Country  Calls  So  loud; 
but  beseech  your  Honnours  to  belieue  it  is  more  our  Misfortune:  than  our  fault:  —  beg- 
ing  that  we  may  not  be  Subjected  to  Penalties;  for  any  Delays;  which  we  could  nither 
foresee,  nor  prevent;  Intreating  your  Honnours  :  to  take  the  affair  into  your  Wise  Con- 
sideration :  and  do  that  which  in  your  Great  Wisdom  Shall  Seem  Meet,  and  your  Pete- 
tioners as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  Pray. — 

Nathanael  Gardner  1  Select  Men 

VVM  BouMAN  >  of  the  Town 

John  BoARDMAN  J  of  Hancock."  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  22^,  p.  2i\. 

This  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  Sept.  18,  1780,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Hand, 
Childs  and  Barnes.     On  the  21st,  Col.  Easton  was  substituted  on  this  committee,  for  Mr. 
Hand,  who  was  excused,  and  on  the  25th,  Mr.  Singletary  was  substituted  forCapt.  Barnes, 
who  was  absent.    On  the  28th,  the  committee  reported  the  following  resolve* :  — 
"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Septr  28th  1780  — 
On  the  Petition  of  the  Select-Men  of  the  Town  of  Hancock 

Resolved  That  the  Select  Men  of  the  Town  of  Hancock  be  empowered  forthwith  to 
call  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  —  who,  when  convened,  are  hereby  author- 
ized &  empowered  to  make  Choice  of  a  Constable  &  Collector  of  Taxes,  in  the  Room  ol 
Hezekiah  Osborne  who  was  chosen  at  their  annual  Meeting  in  March  last  —  for  Reasons 
set  forth  in  said  Petition  —  any  Law  of  this  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  And  it 
is  further 

Resolved  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  suspend  the 

issuing  of  his  li^xecutions  against  the  Constable  of  said  Town  for  the  Taxes  assessed  on 

them  for  the  Term  of  Two  months  from  the  Day  on  which  he  has  been  directed  to  issue 

Executions  against  the  delinquent  Collectors  any  Resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock    Spk"^ 

In  Council  Sep  L  28'.  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Scy 

Consented  to  "  —  [Signed  l)y  sixteen  of  the  Council] . —  Ibid.,  p.  243. 

The  difficulty  that  was  encountered  by  the  assessors  of  Mendon,  in  apportioning  the  tax 
laid  by  chapter  49,  of  the  last  year  (see  the  note  on  p.  1386,  nn^e),  was  not  guarded  against  in 
the  present  chapter,  by  wliicli  the  tax  of  Miltord  was  again  included  in  the  sum  set  upon 
Mendon.  The  assessors  of  both  towns  now  united  in  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  to 
apportion  the  tax.    This  petition  and  the  resolve  passed  thereon  are  given  below :  — 

"To  the  Hon'^ls  Genl  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  we  yLhoni?  humble  pe- 
titioners in  behalf  of  the  Towns  of  Jlendun  &  Milford  hvg  leave  to  inform  j"  hon''.j  Court 
that  there  appears  to  us  such  Difficulties  for  the  Town  of  Mendon  To  Tax  the  Town  of 
Milford,  as  the  Tax  is  not  Seperate  in  the  Last  Tax  Bill  passl  y"  24'h  Day  of  April  1780 f 
to  be  paid  in  Silver  &  Gold.  &  we  yL.humh_£  Petirj  have  agreed  that  Milford  Should  take 
upon  them  the  Sum  of  one  hundred  &  sixty  six  pounds  three  shilling  as  their  proportion 
of  Said  Tax  and  that  the  remainder  be  Set  to  y"  Tovi'n  of  Mendon,  and  that  with  Submis- 
sion to  the  hon*>Jf  Court,  that  proportion  may  be  observi  untill  there  Shall  be  a  valuation 
Settled  thro'  the  whole  State  — 

And  we  y  honrs  hum''J^  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  ever  pray 
Mendon  25'h'OctL  1780 :  B  Read 

John  Ttler 
Adams  Chapin 
Moses  Chapin 
Abraham  Jones 
Peter  Penniman 
"  Commonweath  of  Massachusetts  — 

X  On  the  Petition  of  the  Assessors,  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  and  the  Town  of  Milford ; — 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  &  Receiver  General  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  dij'ected  forth  - 
with  to  issue  his  Warrants,  in  usual  Form,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Assessors  of  the  Towns 
of  Mendon,  &  Milford,  respectively;  requiring  them  forthwith  to  assess  the  rateable  In- 
habitants of  said  Towns  of  Mendon,  &  Milford,  in  the  Sums  following,  viz.  the  Town  of 
Mendon,  in  the  Sum  of  two  hundi-ed  and  fifty  five  Pounds,  and  one  Shilling  —  and  the 
Town  of  Milford,  in  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  and  sixty  six  Pounds  three  Shillings :  The 
said  Sums,  being  the  Proportion  of  the  said  Towns  respectively,  of  a  Tax  of  Seventy-two 
Thousand  Pounds,  which  by  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Court,  was  apportioned  and  or- 
dered to  he,  assessed  on  the  several  Towns,  and  other  Places,  within  this  Comonwealth  for 
the  Purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  Act. — 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  in  all  future  Taxes  to  be  apportioned  &  assessed  on 
the  several  Towns  &  other  Places,  within  this  Commonwealth,  by  any  Act,  or  Acts  of  the 
Gen'.  Assembly,  before  a  new  and  General  Valuation  shall  be  established;  the  said  Towns 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  LXXIX. 
t  Sic  :  June  19, 1780.  X  Printed  resolves  of  the  October  session,  cnapter  XV. 


Assessors 
of  Mendon 
and  Milford."— /6irf.,  p.  497. 
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of  Mendon,  and  Milford,  shall  be  taxed  according  to  the  following  Rule,  viz.  The  Town 
of  Mendon  in  the  Proportion  of  three  Pounds,  ten  Shillings  &  ten  Pence  to  one  Thousand 
Pounds ;  and  the  Town  of  Milford,  two  Pounds,  six  Shillings  &  two  Pence  to  a  Thousand 
Pounds 

In  Senate  November  Gth  1 780    Read  &  Accepted, 

sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jee:  Powell    Presid'_ 

In  House  of  Representatives  Novf  6.  1780 

Read  &  concurred  Caleb  Davis    Speaker 

Approv'd  John  Hancock."  —  Ibid.,  p.  ^^5. 

The  following  is  the  resolve  referred  to  in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  49,  for  abating 
the  state  tax  on  the  town  of  Lanesborough.  Just  when  and  in  what  manner  this  subject 
was  first  brouglit  to  the  attention  of  the  JjCgislatrirp,  has  not  been  discovered.  It  was  first 
refeiTod  to  the  committee  above  named,  June  13,  17S0;  and  the  committee  last  appointed 
probal)ly  reported  the  resolve :  — 
"  Common  Wealth  of  Massachusetts    In  the  House  of  Representatives  November  7"'  1780 

*  Whereas  it  Appears  to  this  Court  that  the  Town  of  Lanesborough  in  the  County  of 
Bevksliire  through  Mistake  Was  Taxed  more  than  their  proportion  by  Reason  of  the 
Plantations  of  New  Providence  and  New  Ashford  being  Return'd  by  Sd  Lanesborough  in 
their  last  valuation  And  it  Appears  that  Sd  Plantations  have  Ever  Since  by  Sd  Valuation 
been  taxed  b.y  themselves  — 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Town  of  Lanesboroug  be  Abated  the  Sum  of  Fifteen 
Thousantl  t^even  Hundred  and  Ninety  Six  pounds  of  the  Old  Continental  Currency  and 
Also  the  Sum  of  Seventy  five  pounds  in  the  Silver  money  Tax  laid  on  Sd  Town  and  the 
Treasurdr  of  this  Common  Wealth  be  and  he  is  hereby  Direeted  to  Discount  with  the 
Constable  or  Constables  of  the  Sd  Town  of  Lanesborough  The  Aforesaid  Sums 

Read  &  accepted    sent  up  for  concurrence  Caleb  Davis    Speaker 

In  Senate  Nov^  8"'  1780  —    Read  &  Concun-ed  Jer.  Poavell    Presii}' 

Approv'd  John  Hancock.  "  —  Ibid.,  vol.  230,  p.  28. 

Accompanying  the  foregoing  resolve,  in  the  state  archives,  are  certificates  of  the  assess- 
ors of  Lanesborough  for  the  years  1777  and  1778,  showing  that  in  both  those  years  the 
polls  and  estates  of  the  towns  of  New  Ashford  and  New  Providence  had  been  included  in 
the  assessment  of  Lanesborough,  and  that  in  the  former  year,  there  were  eighty  ratable 
polls  in  New  Providence,  and  thirty-seven,  in  New  Ashford,  while  the  combined  valuation 
of  those  towns  then  amounted  to  £21,437  17s.  As  the  taxes  assessed  on  Lanesborough, 
in  the  present  and  the  preceding  tax  acts,  after  Adams  (which  included  the  former  planta- 
tion of  New  Providence),  had  been  made  a  separate  town,  were,  relatively,  larger  than  in 
former  years,  it  is  clear  that  the  existing  valuation  was  not  a  just  Imsis  for  future  assess- 
ments ;  and,  since  the  act  for  incorporatmg  Adams  had  provided  that  the  inhabitants 
should  pay  their  proportionable  part  of  such  taxes,  only,  as  had  been  actually  assessed 
and  levied  previous  to  the  10th  of  April,  1780  (the  date  of  the  incorporation),  it  is  equally 
clear  that  Lanesborough  was  entitled  to  a  proportionate  abatement  of  the  amount  assessed 
to  it,  both  in  this  chapter  and  in  1779-80,  chapter  49,  no  part  of  which  taxes  was  assessa- 
ble upon  the  town  of  Adams. 

For  other  abatements  of  taxes  imposed  by  this  chapter,  see,  in  the  note  to  1779-80, 
chapter  49,  the  resolve  of  June  14,  1780,t  and  in  chapter  \Q,post,  the  resolve  of  Nov.  23, 
1780,  respecting  the  taxes  of  the  town  of  Washington ;  also,  in  the  note  last  referred  to, 
see  the  resolves  of  Oct.  4,  1780,  relating  to  the  tax  laid  on  the  town  of  Hancock,  and  Nov, 
7,  1780,  relative  to  the  tax  laid  on  the  town  of  Thomaston. 

Chap.  10.  On  comparing  the  boundary  line  of  the  proposed  district  of  Carlisle,  as  re- 
ported by  the  joint  committee  of  the  General  Court,  appointed  upon  the  petition  of  John 
Green  and  others,  with  the  boundary  established  by  the  act  incorporating  the  district,!  it 
will  be  seen  that  by  the  former,  the  farm  of  Josiah  Blood  was  wholly  excluded  from  the 
new  district,  and  that  by  the  act  (in  which  the  lines  on  the  sm'veyor's  plan  were  followed), 
part  of  this  farm  fell  within  the  bounds^of  Carlisle  and  part  remained  in  Concord.  This 
was  evidently  an  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  framers  of  the  bill;  and  for  the  correct- 
ing this  mistake  the  following  petition  was  presented  to  the  General  Court:  — 

"To  the  Hon'ije  the  Counccl  and  House  of  Representitives  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
General  Court  Assembled  the  Petition  of  Josiah  Blood  Humbly  Shevveth 

that  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Concord  Chelmsford  Bellerica  &  Acton  Prefered 
a  Petition  to  the  Late  General  Court  Praying  that  they  Might  be  Set  off  into  a  Seperata 
Town  Destrict  or  Parish  Agreeable  to  Bounds  Mentioned  in  Said  Petition  in  Consequence 
of  Said  Petition  a  Commitfe  was  appointed  to  Repair  to  the  Towns  Aforesaid  and  Veia 
the  Same  and  Report  —  and  as  the  Proposed  Bounds  of  the  Said  Destrict  Did  Take  in  a 
Part  of  the  Farm  of  your  Petitioner  Grately  to  his  Damage  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Honbie 
Conimitte  who  Did  Report  that  the  Bounds  Should  be  So  Far  Altered  as  to  Leave  the 
AVhole  of  your  Petitioner  farm  to  the  Town  of  Concord  which  Report  was  Accepted,  But 
was  Neglected  in  the  Bill  for  Incorporation 

your  Petitioner  Therefore  Humbly  Request  your  Ilonr^  that  a  Bill  May  be  Brought  in 
Annexing  the  Whole  of  his  Farm  to  the  Town  of  Concord  and  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall 
Ever  Pra'y  Josiah  Blood 

Concord  August  y"  12  1780."—  Mass.  Files :  Bills,  1780. 

This  petition  was  read,  first,  in  Council,  on  the  first  day  of  the  second  session  (Sept.  7, 
1780),  and  thereupon  both  branches  concurred  in  a  resolve  gi'anting  leave  to  the  petitioner 
"  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  this  petition." 

The  bill  of  this  chapter  was  accordingly  read,  in  Council,  September  9th,  passed  to  be 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  October  sesBion,  chapter  XXVI.  f  Page  1387,  ante, 

X  1779-80,  chapter  42. 
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engi'ossed,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence.  In  the  House,  it  was  read  a  first  time,  on  the 
11th,  and  a  second  time,  on  the  12th,  when  an  amendment  was  proposed  by  which  tbo 
words,  "  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority  of  the  same,"  were  added  to  the 
enacting  clause.  On  the  same  day,  this  amendment  being  concmTcd  in  by  tbe  Council, 
the  bill  was  passed  through  all  the  subsequent  stages,  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by 
fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Chap.  11.  The  district  of  StoughtSnham,  which  was  made  a  town  by  the  operation  of 
the  general  act  of  1775-76,  chapter  3,  was  incorporated  as  a  district  by  tbe  act  of  1765-G6, 
chapter  6.  It  had  previously  been  the  second  precinct  of  Stoughton,  and  was  so  estab- 
lished by  the  order  of  the  General  Court,  of  July  2,  1740,  accepting  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, in  which  the  bo  undaries  of  the  precinct  were  defined,  as  shown  in  the  note  to  the 
act  last  above  mentioned. 

The  first  attempt  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  territory  to  be  set  off  from  the  parent  town, 
that  has  been  discovered,  was  on  the  8th  of  December,  1738,  when  Joseph  Hewins,  Sam- 
uel Estey,  Daniel  Richards,  Samuel  Bird,  and  others,  presented  to  the  General  Court  a 
petition  for  that  purpose,  "  shewing  that  they  are  very  inconveniently  situated  to  attend  the 
public  worship  of  God,"  in  the  fifst  parish.  On  this  petition,  which  has  not  been  found  in 
the  state  archives  or  elsewhere,  notice  was  ordered  to  be  served  on  the  town  of  Stoughton. 
After  some  disagreement  between  the  two  branches,  the  first  Thursday  of  the  next  (April) 
session  was  fixed  as  the  time  for  hearing  the  petitioners.  Upon  receiving  this  notice  the 
Inhabitants  assembled,  in  town  meeting,  March  12,  1738-39, and  chose  a  committee,*  con- 
sisting of  Elkanah  Billings,  Siius  Orane  and  William  Crane,  to  answer  the  petitioners.  It 
appears  from  an  entry  in  the  town  records  of  Stoughton,  under  date  of  May  17,  1739, 
showing  that  an  account  of  the  expenses  of  this  committee  was  tlien  allowed  and  ordered 
to  be  paid,  that  this  committee  attended  the  Court,  and  opposed  the  petition.  On  tbe  19th 
of  April  1739,  an  order  was  passed  in  Council,  "that  the  petition  be  dismissed,"  and,  on 
the  following  day,  the  House  concurred  in  this  order. 

On  theMth  of  June,  1739,  the  following  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  and  the  peti- 
tioners were  ordered  to  serve  notice  thereof  upon  the  town  of  Stoughton,  returnable  on 
the  first  Thursday  of  the  next  session  :  — 

"  To  His  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq''  Captain  General  and  Govenour  In  Chief  In  & 
over  His  Majestes  Prouance  of  y"  Massachusets  Bay  In  New  England  and  to  the  Honoiu'- 
abele  His  Majesties  Counsel  and  House  of  Representatives  In  General  Court  assembled 
at  Boston  on  the  Eight  day  of  June  1739 

The  Petision  of  John  Hixson  Benj"^  Johnson — Com"  To  Prefer  a  Petision  to  this 
Hon'^Coart  In  behalf  of  y^  subscribers  Inhabitanc  of  y^  southerly  Part  of  ye  Town  of 
Stoughton  — Humbly  sheweth 

Whereass  by  y^  Prouidcnc  of  y"  all  Disposing  God  our  Lots  are  Faling  to  us  at  so 
great  a  Distance  from  y<=  Publick  Worship  Of  God  In  y*'  North  Part  of  s<^  Town  y'  your 
Petisioncrs  Cannot  Ever  without  great  Difficulty  attend  y«  Publick  worship  of  God  Their 

Wee  Have  Petisined  y«  Town  once  &  again  to  be  Eased  of  y"  great  Difficultys  wee  now 
Labor  under  but  Have  bin  liy  them  Rejected  Notwithstanding  y"  great  Length  of  way 
which  sum  of  your  Petisioners  Live  from  y«  Publick  worship  In  y"  North  Part  about  8  or 
9  miles  and  In  Consideration  of  our  great  Duty  to  attend  y  Publick  worship  of  God  not 
only  our  selves  but  with  our  famclys  &  Children  Which  are  by  y"  Blessing  of  God  Greatly 
Encreased  theirfore  Your  Petisioners  llaue  of  Late  Petisioned  this  HonfJ^  Coart  to  Bee  set 
off"  a  seprate  Towne  or  Precinct  but  This  Hon^^,  Coart  Did  not  see  cause  to  grant  y"  Prayer 
of  y«  Petision  :  y"  Reason  as  wee  Humbly  Conseve  wass  y<'  answers  to  ye  Petision  which 
Was  Rong  &  Erroneous  :  Thcarfore  your  Petisioners  Humbly  Pray  This  Hono„  Coart  to 
see  with  your  own  Eyes  by  sending  a  Committy  to  Uew  ye  surcomstances  at  yo  Charge  & 
Cost  of  your  Pctisinera  that  this  Hon"  Coart  may  bee  Wrightly  Informed  and  see  y® 
unjust  Preseedings  of  y  Non  Petisoners  And  Their  fallacious  answers  to  our  former 
Petision  &  as  your  Petisioners  Are  obliged  by  Concience  and  Law  to  attend  y"  worship  of 
God  Thay  have  By  a  free  Contribution  Maintained  Preaching  among  them  selucs  for  a 
Considerabel  time  notwithstanding  Thay  have  Paid  Their  Proporsenabel  Part  Toy^  North 
Paart  whear  tha,y  Cannot  Have  but  Litel  or  none  aduantage  Wee  wold  beg  Leave  to 
Informe  this  Hon>^Coart  that  since  wee  have  Had  Preaching  among  us  its  Encuragcd  sum 
well  minded  I'arsons  to  Come  And  setel  within  y  Limets  herein  Petisined  for  and  if  it 
should  Please  This  Hon"^  Coart  to  grant  our  Petision  it  wold  be  a  great  Incuragement  to 
a  great  many  more  if  your  your  Petisioncrs  ware  In  a  kepassety  to  have  the  ordmencs  of 
God  adminestered  among  them  and  your  Petisioners  Haveing  Had  sum  Experinee  by 
their  Haveing  maintained  Preaching  among  themselus  Thay  Look  on  them  selves  abel  to 
maintain  y^  worship  of  God  — 

Your  Petisioners  Theirfore  Humbly  Pray  this  Hon"^  Coart  that  thay  wold  Plase  to 
Send  a  Commity  to  Vew  our  Circumstances  that  so  your  Petisioners  May  be  Put  Into  a 
kepassety  that  thay  may  have  y^  ordinances  of  our  Sauiour  Settelcd  among  them  In  a 
Reguler  order  by  seting  Them  off  a  Distinct  and  Seperate  towne  or  Precinct  i)y  y"  follow- 
ings  Meets  and  Bounds  (uiz)  to  begin  with  y  Line  of  Dadham  whear  it  meets  with  wol- 
pole  Line  &  to  Run  noth  Esterly  with  y  Line  of  Dadham  Untill  it  meets  with  raassapoy 
River  whear  it  Runs  Into  Neponset  River  and  from  Croch  of  s''  Rivers  a  straight  Line 
south  Esterlyuntill  it  meets  with  y  Parting  of  y"  Roods  a  Littel  to  y*  south  of  Calab  Hay- 
wards  House  Then  a  straight  Cours  south  esterly  Untill  it  meets  with  withington  and 
arthcrton  Bounds  y'Estsidc  of  ye  Town  way  near  withington  Dam  from  thence  a  south- 
erly Course  untill  it  meets  with  ye  Colony  Line  whear  it  Crqses  Trout  Brook  and  with  y" 
Colony  Line  westerly  untill  it  meets  with  Rcntom  Line  and  with  ye  Line  of  Rentom 

'^Town  records  of  Stoughton,  vol.  1,  p.  77. 
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notherly  untill  it  meets  with  y  Line  of  wolpolc  and  with  wolpole  Line  Motherly  untill  it 
meets  with  y"  Bounds  tirst  mentioned  and  wee  Humbly  Beg  Leave  here  to  say  that  what 
wee  now  offer  In  Respect  of  our  being  so  set  off  is  in  sincerity  for  y«  Promoting  y"  worship 
of  God  and  Religion  In  y"  Purity  of  It  among  us 

Whearlore  wee  Pray  your  Excellency  and  Honours  would  be  Pleased  to  Hear  our 
Request  and  grant  our  Petision  and  As  wee  In  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray 

Joseph  Hewins:  Ahuaham  Chandler  Jeuemiau  Belcher 

Banjemin  Estey  Ebenezek  Este  Clefford  Belcher 

TifllOTUY  TOLMAN  VVlLLIAM  WeBB  EpHRIM  PaYSON 

Isaac  Comings  mayhew  Tupper  Ephrim  Payson  Junb 

John  Smith  Stephen  Holand  samuel  bird 

William  Coaldwell  Benja  Pi:rrye  Thomas  Randall 

Samuel  Comings  Josiah  perry    .  Benjamin  perry  J cjn 

WiLLM  Richards  Eliacom  perry  Joshua  Johnson 

Samuel  Este  John  Noyes  Job  swift 

Samuel  Dwelle*  Eleazk  Hawse  Thomas  Tuper 

Nathanibll  Coney  Sener    Daniel  Richards  Ebenezer  Capen 

Pelatiah  VVhittemore         Joseph  Eueret  Marthu  hobbs 

Elba?  Puffer  Jacob  Estee  William  Wod 

Joseph  Ingraham  Joshua  Whittemore  Nathan  Cuark 

Benja  Lovell  Eren*  Hewins  Benjamin  Estey  juk 

Samuel  Lovel  Joseph  Hewins  Junb  Obediah  Hawse 

Matthias  Puffer  Edward  Belcher     *  Benja  Johnson 

John  Hixon."  —  Mass. 
Archives,  vol.  114,  p.  425. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  hearing  upon  the  foregoing  petition,  it  was  again  read, 
together  with  the  answer  of  the  town  of  Stoughton,  and  on  the  following  day  a  joint 
committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Bourn,  Stoddard  and  Lynde,  of  the 
Council,  and  Greaves,  Buckminster  and  Jones,  of  the  House,  "to  talce  the  same  under 
consideration,  hear  the  parties,  and  make  report  of  what  they  judge  proper  for  this  Court 
to  do  thereon."  The  answer  of  the  town  of  Stoughton,  which  was  presented  by  Ell^anah 
Billings,  l^reserved  Lyon  and  William  Sherman,  a  committee  chosen  for  that  purpose  at  a 
town  meeting  on  the  10th  of  September,  has  not  been  discovered;  but  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee  of  the  General  Court  was  made,  in  Council,  Sept.  27,  1739,  as  follows :  — 
"  The  Coiuitte  to  whom  was  refterred  the  Petition  of  Jn^  Plixon  &  Benja  Jonson 
having  hear'd  the  Party's  &  taken  under  consideration  theh"  Papers  Pleas  &  Allegations, 
Report  that  in  their  Opinion,  it  may  Ije  proper  for  a  Comitte  from  the  Court  to  veiw  the 
Lands  Petitioned  for  a  Precinct  together  with  the  State  &  circumstances  of  the  Town  of 
Stoughton,  hear  the  Party's,  &  Report  what  may  be  further  proper  for  the  Court  to  do 
thereon, —  The  Charge  of  the  Cojuitte  to  bo  born  by  the  Petitioners. 
In  y"  Name  &  by  order  of  j°  ComJi 

M  Bourn.  " —  Ibid.,  p.  444. 
On  the  28th,  this  report  was  accepted,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  William  Dudley 
and  Anthony  Stoddard,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Buckminster,  Read  and  Little,  of  the 
House,  was  ajipouited  "for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,"  —  the  petitioners  to  pay  the 
charges  attending  the  performance  of  this  duty. 

For  some  reason  which  has  not  been  discovered,  this  committee  seems  not  to  have  acted. 
By  the  records  of  the  town  of  Stoughton,  however,  it  appears  that  at  the  town  meeting 
held  March  10,  1739-40,  a  vote  was  passed  l)y  the  inhabitants,  for  dividing  the  town  into 
two  precincts,  and  that  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Elkanah  Billings,  Wil- 
liam Crane,  George  Talbot,  John  Shepard,  Joseph  IIev,rins,  jun.,  Samuel  Bird,  Jeremiah 
Fuller,  Ralph  Pope,  Silas  Crane,  Benjamin  Savcll,  Samuel  Billings  and  Charles  Went- 
worth,  to  make  this  division,  "  by  such  a  line  as  the  town  shaU  agree  to,"  and  "  to  make 
report  at  the  next  town  meeting."  On  the  19th  of  May  this  committee  reported,  in  town 
meeting,  as  follows:  — 

"  It  is  the  Opinion  of  us  y«  Subscribers  that  if  the  Town  See  Cause  to  Divide  into  two 
precincts  that  it  be  Done  as  foUowcth,  (Viz)  By  a  Line  paralel  with  Braintrey  Line,  at  y^ 
Distance  of  five  miles  &  a  half  from  s<i  Braintrey  Line :  and  whereas  there  is  a  small 
Tr.ict  of  Land  in  the  Southeast  Corner  of  this  Town,  Set  off  to  y  North  precinct  in  Bridg- 
water that  there  bo  half  so  much  Land  as  is  Set  off  to  Bridgwater  as  abovcsi,  taken  off  to 
the  Southwest  of  y«  above  mentioned  Line  at  y  South  East  End  thereof,  to  Ly  to  the 
North  or  Northeast  part  — 

March    y  24tti  1739/40  — Elkanah  Billmg,    William)^ ,„  „      .„  ,      - 

Crane.  George  Talljutt,  John  Shepard,  Ralph  Pope,  Silus  \  2°""  7-,  "  '^"f'}  ''^"Z'^'  »/ 
Crane,  Samuel  Billing,  Charles  Wentworth  j  ^^o^ffMon,  vol.  1,  p.  60. 

This  report  was  unsatisfactory  to  the  iniiabitants,  who  were  desirous  to  be  set  off  into 
a  separate  precinct,  less  on  account  of  the  attempt  to  forestall  legislative  action,  than  on 
account  of  the  nature  of  the  division  it  proposed.  Accordingly,  another  effort  was  made 
by  ])etition,  to  procure  from  the  General  Court  a  vote  or  resolve  establishing  a  new  pre- 
i  met,  by  suitable  l)ounds,  as  follows  :  — 

"To  bis  Exellency  Jonathan  Belcher  Esqr  Captain  General  and  Comander  in  Cheif  in 
.ii)d  oner  His  Magesties  Prouenc  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  in  New  England  and  to  the 
Honerblc  His  Magesties  Council  &  House  of  Representetins  In  General  Court  assembled 
att  Boston  on  the  5th  of  June  1740 

The  Petiton  of  us  the  Subscribers  inbehalf  of  a  number  of  the  inhabatnts  in  in  the  south 
westerly  part  of  stoughton  humbly  sheweth  that  haueing  here  to  fore  petishoned  this  Hot-. 

•  Or,  Dorelle. 
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ble  Court  for  that  part  of  stoughton  to  be  Erected  into  a  seperat  Tounship  or  Presint 
Runing  such  a  Diiiiding  Line  as  to  take  about  one  third  part  of  the  Ratabile  estate  in  that 
Tonne  as  by  the  Petision  may  appear  it  being  in  Court  and  the  Honblc  (Jounsele  &  Houce 
of  Representetiues  haueing  appointed  a  Commitee  theiron  tho  not  perfcted  now  so  it  is 
may  it  please  your  Exellcnsy  &  Honours  the  tonne  being  sensable  of  the  necessity  of  a 
Diuision  by  Reson  of  our  great  Length  and  uter  Enconuenunsy  if  not  imposability  of 
asembillng  to  gather  in  one  houce  forthe  Publick  worship  Did  a  gree  and  vote  a  Diuision 
of  the  tonne  in  to  two  pressents  the  Last  march  meting  and  Chose  a  Committee  their  for  of 
twelue  men  such  as  the  tonne  saw  good  who  made  a  Report  in  favour  of  such  a  Diuision 
ag  we  apprehend  is  nither  Conuenient  or  Resonable  for  it  leucs  including  some  people 
Liueingnerer  to  norton  New  meting  some  and  wcrcntham  meting,  who  we  niiier  Expect 
to  Come  to  us  nor  Desir  them  they  Liucing  so  Remote  but  one  Quarter  part  of  the  ratabil 
Estat  or  heads  for  in  stoughton  tliir  is  272  heads  where  of  68  is  reported  to  be  set  of:  in 
£28:  16s:  lid  Rated  Estate  But  £6—  Us  — 7d  is  also  set  of,  wherby  many  of  the  Peti- 
Bioners  are  Excluded,  many  that  haue  bin  att  the  Charge  in  bulding  a  meting  houce  whare- 
in  we  haue  had  the  publick  worship  for  some  time,  also  Excluded,  and  the  Remani"  utturly 
unabil  to  support  the  gospel  minestry,  which  we  ar  very  Desirus  of  and  in  a  short  time 
would  haue  setteled,  and  supported,  if  we  had  A  suffshency  of  Estate  and  polls  thcirfor,  as 
may  be  seen  by  the  plan  here  with  presented,  wherefore  the  humbil  petision  of  the  sub- 
scribers is,  that  your  Honers  would  Either  grant  our  former  Petitiou  and  Erect  us  in  to  a 
seprat  Tounship  or  precinct  or  Consider  the  surcumsansis  and  Capas'.ty  of  the  toun  and 
what  the  highest  man  in  the  rate  pays  to  wards  the  support  o^  the  Gospel  and  Relcue  us  in 
the  premisis  by  seting  us  of  in  to  a  seprat  tounship  or  prccen  or  other  wis  giue  us  sume 
other  help  in  the  premisis  as  your  Exelensy  &  honers  shall  in  your  justis  &  Clcmensy 
•  seem  meet  Jehejviiah  Fullkr 

Joseph  Hewins  Jun^ 
William  Richards."— Mass.  Archives, 
vol.  114,^5.548. 

This  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  June  6,  1740,  and  notice  thereof  was  ordered  to  be 
served  on  the  town  of  Stoughton,  returnable  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month.  On  the  day 
appointed,  a  committee  chosen  by  the  town  of  Stoughton  appeared  and  presented  the  fol- 
lowing answer :  — 

"  To  His  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq'  Captain  General  and  Goveinour  in  Chief 
hi  and  over  His  Majesties  Province  of  the  Alassacliusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  To  the 
Honoural)le  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled.  — 
June25.  1740.— 

The  Answer  of  William  Royall,  Elkanah  Billing,  Simon  Stearns,  George  Talbott  and 
Silas  Crane  a  Committee  Chosen  by  the  Town  of  Stoughton  to  make  Ans\ver  to  the  Peti- 
tion of  Jeremiah  Fuller  Joseph  Hewins  Jun''  and  William  Richards,  presented  to  the 
General  Court,  Praying  to  be  set  off  a  Separate  Township  or  Precinct. — 

Humbly  Sheweth,  That  Whereas  the  Petitioners  for  the  Precinct,  have  in  Order  to  gain 
their  purpose,  Used  a  great  deal  of  Craft  to  Perswads  Your  Excellency  and  this  Ilonh  e 
Court  into  an  Opinion  that  the  Town  of  Stoughton  is  well  able  to  Spare  what  they  deshe 
by  their  Petition,  but  are  not  so  just  as  to  inform  Your  Exccllemy  and  this  IIon';>=  Court, 
that  altho'  the  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  the  ministry,  hath  been  snuill,  that  there  is 
Arrearages  due  to  the  minister,  of  above  Eighty  Four  Pounds,  which  the  Town  hath 
Voted  him,  as  may  Appear  by  a  Report  of  a  Committee,  Appointed  by  the  said  Town  for 
that  purpose,  herewith  Exhibited,  and  which  the  Inhabitants  must  lie  Taxed  for,  Neither 
were  they  so  just  as  to  let  Your  Excellency  and  Honours  know  that  there  is  not  so  much 
rateable  Estate  in  Said  Stoughton,  as  there  was  when  it  was  first  Erected  into  a  Town- 
ship, by  reason  of  a  great  part  of  the  best  rateable  Estate,  being  set  off  to  Dcdham  and 
other  Towns,  And  Also  Endeavour  to  Amuse  Yom-  Excellency  and  Honours  with  a  num- 
ber of  Polls  that  there  is  in  the  Town,  Your  respondents  beg  leave  to  Infonn  Your  Ex- 
cellency and  Honours,  that  great  part  of  the  Polls  that  are  rated  in  Stoug'iton,  are  such  as 
have  no  Estate  in  the  Town,  but  depend  upon  their  labour  for  their  Suosistence  and  are 
daily  removing  out  of  the-  Town,  So  that  there  is  repeated  requests  made  l)y  the  Consta- 
bles to  the  Selectmen,  for  remitting  their  Plates.  We  Would  further  beg  leave  to  Inform 
Your  Excellency  and  Honours  that  about  Six  Years  past,  great  part  of  the  Petitioners 
applycd  themselves  to  the  Selectmen  for  to  have  a  Way  laid  out  to  Mr.  Dunbars  Meeting, 
which  the  Selectmen  did,  and  to  make  them  easy  the  Town  Confirmed;  which  Way  Cost 
the  Town  nigh  One  Hundred  Pounds,  but  the  Petitioners  were  not  long  Satisfied  with 
that,  but  a  few  of  them  Erected  a  meeting  house  near  their  own  Doois  and  are  Endeaving 
to  perswade  Your  Excellency  and  Honours  to  Set  them  off  into  a  Precinct,  leaving  their 
present  minister,  to  have  his  Rates  Collected  of  Persons  that  live  around  them.  And  also 
to  Compel  above  One  half  that  are  included  within  the  Precinct,  they  Petition  for,  to  be 
set  ofiF  Contrary  to  their  minds,  as  by  their  Petitions  accompanying  this  AnsweT,  may 
Appear,  For  which  Reasons,  Your  Re.'^^pondents  Piay  that  their  said  Petition  may  be  Dis- 
miss'd.  And  the  Town  Allowed  Exemplary  Costs.  — 
And  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  pray  &c  — 

WM  RoTALL  Silas  Crane 

Elkanah  Billing  George  Talbott 

Simon  Stearns."  —  Ibid.,  p.  550. 
—  whereupon,  an  order  was  passed  appointing  William  Dudley  and  Jose])h   Wilder,  of 
the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Paine,  Watts  and  Pjoichon,  of  the  House,  a  committee  to  con- 
sider the  papers,  "  hear  the  parties  thereon,  and  make  report  what  they  judge  proper  for 
this  Court  to  do  thereou." 
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This  committee  made  the  report  which,  together  with  the  order  of  the  General  Court 
thereon,  is  printed  in  the  note  to  1765-66,  chapter  6,  referred  to  above. 

The  third  precinct  in  Stougliton  was  set  oil'  from  the  iirst  precinct,  Nov.  9,  1743,  by  or- 
der of  the  General  ('ourt.  It  embraced  the  territory  of  the  present  town  of  Stoughton, 
and  by  this  separation  the  iirst  precinct  was  reduced  to  the  territory  lying  noi'th,  and 
which  has  since  become  the  town  of  Canton. 

On  tlie  14th  of  March,  1757,  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  second  precinct  applied,  in  their 
precinct  meeting,  for  permission  to  be  annexed  to  the  third  precinct,  but  their  application 
was  dismissed,  "by  Keason  they  Did  not  Bring  then-  Petition."* 

On  the  7th  of  December,  following,  John  Noyes,  William  Deverix,  Ep^/raim  Payson, 
jun.,  and  William  Smith  of  tlie  second  precinct,  presented  their  petition  to  tlie  General 
Court,  to  be  annexed  to  the  third  precinct,  representing  that  they  had  previously  applied 
to  the  town,  and  had  been  refused.  Notice  upon  this  petition,  returnable  on  the  21st  of 
December,  was  ordered  to  be  served  on  the  second  precinct,  but  service  thereof  seems  not 
to  have  been  made,  and  like  notice  was  again  ordered  Jan  12,  1758,  returnable  on  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  of  the  next  session.  Upon  this  notice  the  inhabitants  of  the  precinct,  at  a 
meeting  held  March  7th,  chose  Mr.  Clifford  [Belcher  ?]  and  Mr  Job  Swift,  a  com- 
mittee to  answer  the  petition ;  and  on  the  14th,  the  parties  were  heard,  and  a  juint  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  James  Minot  and  Benjamin  Piclcman,  of  the  Council,  and  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Col.  Lawrence  and  Cai)t.  Williams,  of  the  House,  was  appointed  "  to  take  thf  pe- 
tition and  answer  under  consideration,  hear  the  parties,  and  report  what  they  think  proper 
to  be  done  thereon."  This  committee  reported,  on  the  17th,  "  as  their  opinion,  after  hav- 
ing heard  the  parties,  that  the  said  petitition  be  dismissed."  This  report  was  accepted, 
and  the  petition  was  dismissed,  accordingly. 

I'he  next  move  towards  the  annexation  to  the  third  precinct,  of  some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  second  precinct,  appears  to  have  been  the  appointment  of  a  committee  l)y  teach  of 
the  precincts,  to  mutually  advise  whether  any  portion  of  the  lands  or  inhabitants  of  the 
second  precinct  should  be  set  off  to  the  third  precinct,  or  whether  the  bounds  between  the 
said  precincts  should  remain  unchanged. 

The  first  committee  on  the  part  of  the  second  precinct,  was  chosen  at  a  precinct  meeting, 
held  March  10,  17G0,  and  consisted  of  Joseph  Ilewins,  Elkanah  Billings  and  Daniel  Rich- 
ards. At  a  meeting  held  Oct.  13,  1760,  the  inhabitants  of  the  second  precinct  chose  a  new 
committee  for  the  same  purpose,  consisting  of  William  Bacon,  Daniel  Richards  and  Clif- 
ford Belcher, —  the  precinct  at  the  same  time  refusing  to  vote  that  any  of  their  lands  or  in- 
habitants should  be  annexed  to  the  third  precinct. 

A  majority  of  the  committee  of  conference,  as  finally  constituted,  prepared  and  signed  a 
report,  which  was  accepted  by  the  second  precinct,  at  a  precinct  meeting,  held,  by  adjom-n- 
ment,  June  3,  1761.  This  report,  together  with  the  resolve  of  the  General  Court  thereon, 
is  printed  in  the  note  to  1765-66,  chapter  6,  referred  to  above. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1765,  a  little  more  than  three  years  after  the  annexation  of  the 
above-named  petitioners,  to  the  third  precinct,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  second 
precinct,  praying  to  be  set  off  as  a  distinct  township  or  district,  was  considered  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Stoughton.  This  petition,  which  is  given  below,  the 
town  voted  to  accept,  "  and  alow  them  to  Go  of  agreable  to  their  prayer"  :  —  f 

"  To  y"  Town  of  Stoughton  :  In  Town  meeting  Assembled  this  20"'  Day  of  May  A  D 
1765 

We  the  Subscribers  Chosen  a  Committe  in  Behalf  of  y"  2<i^  precinct  in  s'J^'I'own:  To 
Sollicet  y"  Town  that  s<L  2^  precinct  may  Be  Set  off  a  Distinct  Township  ofDistrict  By 
them  Selves  Humbly  Sheweth  that  y<^  Town  is  of  Largo  extent  and  y  Inhabitants  of  y 
6<L  2<J[.  precinct  Being  y"  most  Remote  of  any  otlier  in  y  Town  By  Which  means  the  Dife- 
calty  of  attending  Town  meetings  Lies  heavier  on  that  ))recinct  then  on  y^  other  Two/  and 
the  Disadvantage  of  Being  unacquainted  Each  others  Interest  may  in  time  Occation  Sum 
Disagreement  in  y"  Town  Which  we  hope  Will  Never  happen  But  Wish  that  the  Same 
unanimity  and  peace  that  Now  Subsists  among  us  may  forever  Continue/  Whether  Wc 
Be  Set  off  By  our  Selves  or  Not/  But  Inasmucti  as  We  apprehend  that  our  publick  Bise- 
ness  maj'  Be  Carried  on  With  much  Less  Time  and  Expenee  To  Both  party /then  it  Now 
Can /our  humble  Request  is  that  the  Town  Would  pass  a  Vote  that  the  Second  precinct 
in  y"  Town  of  Stoughton /as  it  Now  is /may  for  the  futm'c  Go  of  By  them  Selvis  a  Sep- 
eiaie  Town  or  District  as  the  Great  and  General  Court  Shall  order /And  your  petitioners 
Shall  Ever  pray  &c 

Stoughton  May  y"  20th  1765  Sam^  Bird  ;  Committe."  — Town   records 

~  WiLLM  Richards  S  of-  Stoughton,  vol.  1,  p.  290. 

The  town  having  thus  signified  its  assent,  the  petitioners  found  no  difficulty  in  securing 
the  passage  of  theact,  1765-66,  chapter  6,  by  which  the  second  precinct  was  erected  into  a 
district.  Their  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  June  7,  1705,  and  committed  to  Messrs. 
Thayer,  Hcrsey  and  Wood,  "  to  consider  and  report."  On  the  IStli,  the  bill  of  that  chapter 
w  as  read  three  times,  in  the  House,  passed  to  he  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence ; 
and  on  the  20th,  in  the  Council,  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed;  and  was 
then  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches,  and  on  the  21st,  was  signed  by  the  governor. 

The  tax,  for  the  current  year,  which  had  been  laid  wholly  on  the  town  of  Stoughton,  i. 

was  apportioned  between  that  town  and  the  newly  erected  district  of  Stoughtonhain,  by 
the  resolve  of  Oct.  30,  1765,  printed  in  the  note  to  the  tax  act,  vol.  IV.,  pp.  865  and  866. 

An  iiielFectual  attempt  to  change  the  boundaries  of  Stoughtonhain  was  subsequently 
made,  on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wrentham,  Stoughton,  Stoughtonham, 
Walpole  and  the  north  parish  of  Norton,  praying  to  be  erected  into  a  distinct  township. 
This  petition  was  presented  to  the  Legislature,  Jan.  30,  1766 ;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  in- 

*  Town  records  of  Sharon,  p.  41.  f  Town  recordB  of  Stoughton,  vol.  1,  p.  290. 
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habitants  of  tbe  district  of  Stongbtonham  held,  by  adjournment,  March  17,  1766,  it  was 
voted,  apparently  in  reference  to  this  petition,  to  choose  a  committee  to  meet  with  certain 
of  the  petitioners,  "  in  order  to  agree  upon  some  more  proper  line,"  and  if  no  such  agree- 
ment should  be  made,  the  committee  were  to  appear  at  the  General  Court,  to  oppose  the 
petition.  This  appears  to  be  all  the  change  that  was  attempted  to  be  made  in  the  dib.trict 
and  town  of  Stoughtonham  *  until  March  9,  1778,  when,  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhaljitants 
of  the  town,  Daniel  Richards,  Elijah  Hewins  and  Royall  Kollock  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prefer  a  petition  to  the  town  of  Stoughton,  to  straighten  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween those  towns,  "  so  that  John  Tolman  and  his  lands,  and  some  part  of  Fowl  Meadow, 
may  be  anne  xed  to  Stoughtonham." 

The  committee  thus  appointed,  reported  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  held  March  8, 
1779,  by  presenting  a  copy  of  a  report  (and  of  the  vote  thereon)  made  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Stoughton,  at  a  town  meeting  held  one  week  before,  l)y  a  committee  chosen  by  the 
latter  town  for  the  same  purpose.  This  report  and  vote  were  as  follows  :  — 
"  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  John  Tolman  and  orhcrs  Reported  as  follows 
"We  the  Subscribers  Being  a  Committee  Chosen  by  the  Town  of  Stoughton,  at  their 
Meeting  on  May  y"  18.  Last,  to  Take  under  Consideration  the  Petition  of  the  Committee 
of  Stoughtonham  &  John  Tolman  and  View  the  Premisses,  and  Having  Attended  that 
Service,  Beg  Leave  to  Report  that  whereas  Said  Committee  Set  forth  in  their  Petition  that 
the  Line  where  it  Crosses  the  Road  is  within  a  Mile  &  a  half  of  Stoughtonham  Meeting 
House  and  Runing  in  a  Crooked  and  at  this  day  almost  undistingiished  Manner,  there 
doth  not  appear  to  your  Committee  So  much  weight,  as  at  Prese  <t  to  have  it  altered  for 
we  are  of  opinion  that  it  may  be  Considerable  well  Distingushed  and  the  Line  Petitioned 
for  not  So  Straight  as  it  might  be,  and  as  the  Gratest  Part  of  v/hat  is  Petitioned  for  is 
Meadow,  and  Meadow  Bottom,  &not  Petitioned  for  by  its  Proprietors  (which  if  it  were) 
your  Committee  Can  See  no  Reason  why  it  Should  be  Sett  off  to  Stoughtonham,  and  as 
Nath'!^  Sumner  Esq^^^  Signitied  to  your  Committee  that  he  Should  oppose  that  his  Land 
in  Stoughton,  which  is  Included  in  Said  Petition  Should  be  Sett  to  Stoughtonham,  your 
Committee  think  it  would  be  a  Hardship  for  this  Town,  to  vote  it  off,  — 

and  as  to  the  Said  Committee  &  John  Tolman  Sett  forth  in  their  Petition,  his  Being  So 
Much  Nearer  to  Said  Stoughtonham  Meeting  House,  and  as  to  his  fathers  Being  a  Peti- 
tioner when  the  2'J  Precinct  was  Sett  off,  &  being  Most  Cruely  Disappointed,  what  Cruelty, 
there  was  in  his  Disappointment  we  are  not  able  to  Determine,  But  we  have  Reason  to 
think  that  for  Some  Reasons  he  altered  his  Mind,  and  Chose  to  Continue  to  the  first 
Precinct 

This  Reason  in  Said  Petition  we  think  have  but  Little  weight,  as  to  the  Town  Being  So 
Much  Nearer  to  attend  all  Publick  Meetings,  that  we  Know  of,  then  a  Grate  Part  of  the 
Inhabitants  )f  Said  Stoughton,  Except  Publick  worship,  which  more  Especially  Relates 
to  y«  first  Precinct,  vhich~if  they  Should  be  Petitioned  and  Should  Sett  him  the  Said  Tol- 
man off  the  Town  May  then  act  as  they  think  Proper,  But  till  then  your  Committee  are 
of  oppinion  that  Said  Petition  ought  to  be  Dismissed  all  which  is  Submitted  to  by  us  — 
Stoughton  January  22^  1779  Peter  Talbot  )  ri«,^rv,itt«„ 

W^  Whealer  \  committee 

Voted  to  accept  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  that  was  Chosen  on  the  Petition  of  John 
Tolman  and  others 

A  True  Copy  from  Stoughton  Record 

Geokge  Grossman  Town  Clerk." —  Town  records 
of  Sharon,  p.  101. 

The  inhabitants  of  Stoughtonham  thereupon  appointed  Joseph  Hewins,  Royall  Kollock 
and  Elijah  Hewins,  a  committee,  to  present  to  the  General  Court  a  petition  of  the  same 
purport  as  that  which  they  had  unsuccessfully  presented  to  Stoughton.  Accordingly,  the 
following  petition,  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  committee  above  named,  and  by  John 
Tolman,  who  may  have  signed  on  his  own  account,  or  as  a  substitute,  on  the  committee, 
for  Joseph  Hewins :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 

To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled 

The  Petition  of  us  tbe  Subscribers,  appointed  a  Committee  by  the  Town  of  Stoughton- 
ham for  the  following  Pui-pose :  Viz'.,  to  Petition  y<;.  said  Court  for  a  more  agreeable  Line 
betwen  them  and  Stoughton  than  at  Present  subsists;  and  John  Tolman  of  Stoughton  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  Property  Humbly  shews 

That  in  the  Year  (1740)  the  Land  that  now  makes  the  Town  of  Stoughtonham  was  set 
off  from  s4.  Stoughton  by  the  General  Court  to  be  a  seperate  Precinct ;  at  which  time  the 
Town  of  Stoughton  made  violent  opposition ;  But  the  Court  by  a  view  of  a  Plan  of  the 
whole  Town,  were  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  Petitioners  going  of  by  themselves 
mad  them  a  Seperate  Precinct  with  this  view,  not  to  divide  Mens  perticular  Properties, 
but  that  each  Person  should  hold  his  whole  Estate  in  the  Precinct  where  his  dwelling- 
house  stood  and  it  so  happened  that  the  Plan  that  the  Committee  had  to  direct  them,  had 
not  the  Subdivision  lines  of  a  large  Lot  drawn  upon  it,  and  the  opposit  Party  after  the 
Publick  hearing  was  over  took  the  opportunity  to  misinforme  the  Courts  Committee  by 
representing  said  large  Lot  as  being  whole  &  not  subdivided  by  which  means  your  Peti- 
tioner John  Tolman  and  his  Father  before  him,  who  was  a  Petitioner  at  the  first  and 
expected  to  Join  with  his  Neighbours  has  unjustly  been  held  to  the  first  Precinct  at  the 

*  March  11,  1776,  the  town  voted  "  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  change  the  name  of  the  town 
*  *  to  Washington,  in  honor  of  the  present  George  Washington,  and  that  such  petition  and  vote 
of  the  town  be  presented  by  Mr.  Edmund  Quiucy  ";  but,  May  17,1777,  the  inhabitants  voted  to 
dismiss  an  article,  in  the  warrant  for  the  town  meeting,  relating  to  changing  the  name  of  the 
town. 
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distance  of  Three  Miles  and  an  half  from  the  Meetinghouse  in  Stoughton  and  but  one 
Mile  &  an  half  from  the  Meetinghouse  in  Stoughtonham  ever  since,  &  not  only  so;  but 
his  Land  lies  in  both  Towns  contrary  to  the  design  of  the  Courts  Committee;  for  if  it  had 
not  been  to  keep  Mens  Estates  whole ;  the  Court  would  not  have  made  such  a  crooked 
Line  bctwen  us  and  them. — 

We  Crave  leave  to  inform  the  Honorable  Court  that  upon  the  18th  of  May  1778  the  Town 
of  Stoughtonham  and  the  said  John  Tolman  Petitioned  Stoughton  to  settle  a  Line  more 
Regular  Including  the  Estate  of  John  Tolman  &  running  in  the  Lines  of  pertiailar  Persons 
Lots  until  It  comes  to  Dedham  Line  and  taivcs  otf  from  Stoughton  a  Strip  of  Swamp,  and 
Meadow  that  lies  betwen  Stoughtonham  andUedham;  the  Proprietors  of  a  great  Part 
of  which  live  in  Stoughtonham  and  but  little  of  it  owned  bv  Stoughton  People  and  lies 
more  convenient  to  us  than  them  ;  and  not  capable  of  making  any  Settlements  Except  a 
Part  of  the  home  Lot  of  Nathaniel  Sumner  Esq;  that  lies  in  Stoughton;  which  if  he  desires 
it  should  Remaian  there  we  have  no  desire  to  contend  with  hiin  about  it:  although  it  lies 
vastly  more  convenient  to  Stoughtonham:  than  to  Stou£ihton  After  about  ten  Months 
delay  the  Town  of  Stoughton  Rejected  the  Petitions  of  Stoughtonham  &  said  Tolman; 
and  dismised  both  without  any  Releaf  to  cither ;  which  appears  to  us  very  disin"-eniou8 
and  in  no  wise  doing  to  others  as  they  would  (and  have)  been  done  bv  for  some  Years 
ago  they  stood  in  need  of  a  triangular  Pcice  of  Land  with  four  or  five  Families  settled  upon 
it  to  accomodate  their  new  Precinct  which  belonged  to  Stouglitonham  which  we  alowed  to 
be  set  to  their  new  Precinct  for  the  sake  of  accomodation  to  the  amount  of  about  thirteen 
hundred  Acres  of  valuable  Land  that  your  Petitioners  can  by  no  means  obtain  any  Releaf 
either  by  having  abetter  Line  betwixt  the  Towns;  or  the  Petitioner  John  Tolman  be 
better  accomodated  without  the  Intcrpoition  of  this  Honorable  Court.  The  Line  that 
Stoughtonham  Petitioned  for  to  be  the  Bounds  betwen  said  Towns  begins  at  the  South- 
westerly Corner  of  John  Billing  Jufi  :  his  Lot  and  Runnim;  in  the  Line  of  said  Billing  and 
John  Tolmans  Land  northerly  and  westerly  to  a  Stake  and  heap  of  Stones  in  the  corner  of 
Nathaniel  Comings  Lot  and  then  in  the  Lines  of  .said  Billing  and  Comings  until  it  comes 
to  the  Line  ot  Joseph  Hartwells  Land:  then  westerly  in  the  line  of  said  Hartwell  John 
Billing  and  Samuel  Coining  to  Stoughtonham  old  Line  and  in  Stoughtonham  Line  to  the 
Head  Line  of  Pigeon  Swamp  Lots  then  easterly  to  the  easterly  Line  of  John  Tolmans 
Swamp  Lot  and  then  in  Said  Tolmans  line  northerly  to  the  Bounds  of  Dedham  or  Nepon- 
sct  River  — 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  Pray  that :  this  Honor'e  Court  would  take  the  Prem- 
ises into  their  wise  and  Judicious  consideration :  and  we  doubt  not  but  that  we  shall  be 
ai)!e  to  make  it  appear  that  the  above  described  Line  is  Just  and  Reasonable  and  that  you 
will  confirm  the  above  described  Bounds  to  be  the  Dividing  Line  betwen  the  Towns  of 
Stoughton  and  Stoughtonham  and  Annex  John  Tolman  and  his  Estate  to  the  Town  of 
Stoughtonham  for  the  future :  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  Pray 
Stoughtonham  September  y<;  16th  1779  Elijah  Hewins 

ROYALL    KOLLOCK 

JoH^  Tolman."  — Mass.  Archives, 

vol.  220,  ]j.  210. 

The  al)ove  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  Sept.  20,  1779,  and  committed  to  Messrs. 
Perry  of  Mcdlield,  Curtis  and  Mdler,  who  reported  the  following  resolve  thereon  :  — 
"  State  Massachusetts  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Nov"  12  1779 
On  the  Petition  of  the  Comt'f"  of  the  Town  of  Stoughtonham  Praying  for  a  more  agre- 
able  Line  Between  them  and  the  Town  of  Stoughton, 

Resolved  that  the  Petitioners  notify  the  Said  Town  of  Stoughton,  to  shew  Cause  if  any 
they  have  on  the  Second  Wednesday  of  the  next  Setting  of  this  Court  why  the  Prayer  of 
the  Petitioners  should  not  be  Granted  By  Leaving  a  Coppy  of  said  Petition  Together 
with  a  Coppy  of  this  Resolve  at  Least  fourteen  Days  before  the  Day  above  Prefixed  with 
the  Town  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  (Stoughton 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  John  Hancock      Spk' 

In  Council  Nov  12  1779  Read  &  Concurrd  Sami-  Adams      Seery."  —Ibid.,  p.  213. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  1780,  the  petition  was  read  again,  and  Samuel  Niles,  of  the 
Council,  and  Messrs.  Perry  of  Medfield,  and  Choate,  of  the  House,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  take  this  petition  into  consideration,  "  hear  the  parties,  and  report  what  may 
be  proper  to  be  done  thereon." 
The  petitioners  filed,  in  aid  of  their  petition,  the  following  letter  or  certificate :  — 
"  We  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  Dedham  being  informed  that  The  Town  of  Stough- 
tonham have  Petitioned  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  this  State  for  an  alteration  in  the 
Line  of  Jurisdiction  between  s^  Stoughtonham  and  Stoughton,  which  line  if  obtained 
agreeable  to  s^  Petition  will  include  a  small  Parcel  of  Meadow  Bottom  of  which  we  are 
the  Proprietors.  We  do  hereby  Signify  that  we  are  intirely  willing  that  s^  Meadow 
Bottom  should  be  set  to  Stoughtonham  agreeable  to  said  Petition 

Dedham  March  ye  7th.  1780  Jeremiah  Kingsbehrt 

James  Kingsuerrt 
Asa  Everett 
To  the  Hon.  Committee  appointed  Ebenezer  Everett 

to  hear  the  Reasons  for  and  against  Eleazer  Rhoads 

the  alteration  in  s^   Line."  —  Mass.  Files  :  Bills,  1780. 
On  the  day  of  the  hearing,  the  following  petition  for  further  time  in  which  to  answer, 
was  presented  to  the  General  Court,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Stoughton,  and  was  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  hear  the  parties :  — 
"  To  the  Honorable  Council  &  to  y  Hon|';  House  of  Representatives 
The  Petition  of  Elijah  Dunbar  humbly  shews  that  whereas  ye  Town  of  Stoughtonham 
did  in  ye  last  Session  of  ye  Gen'.  Court  prefer  a  Petition,  praying  that  certain  Lands  be- 
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longing  to  y  Town  of  Stoughton  might  be  set  off  &  annexed  to  ye  Town  of  Stougbtonhara 
—  inconsequence  whereof  yo  Town  of  Stoughton  was  notified  to  shew  Cause  onj^2^_ 
Wednesday  of  ye  then  next  Sitting  of  y<^  Gen'.  Court  (if  any  they  had)  why  y«  prayer  of 
s^  Petition  should  not  be  granted  —  &  Avhere'as  y<=  Town  of  Stoughton,  at  their  Annual 
March  Meeting  held  at  Stoughton  y^  6'.^  of  March  Instant,  (altho'  there  was  an  Article  in 
ye  Warrant  for  ye  purpose  of  making  Answer  to  s^  Petition)  did  not  Act  upon  said  Arti- 
cle, by  reason  of  Difficulty  arising  in  ye  Choice  of  Town  Officers  the  Number  of  whom 
they  had  not  time  to  compleat  —  and  as  the  Town  Meeting  now  stands  adjorncd  to  Mon- 
day ye  20'_^  of  March  Instant,  when  they  will  have  an  Opportunity  of  Considering  &  Act- 
ing upon  sd  Article,  Therefore  your  Petitioner  in  Behalf  of  s<i  Town  of  Stoughton ;  humbly 
prays,  thata  further  Time  may  be  Assigned,  for  ye  Town  of  Stoughton  to  exhibit  their 
Reasons,  why  ye  prayer  of  s^  Petition  should  not  be  granted 
And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

Elijah  Dunbak."  —  Mass.  Archives, 
vol.226,  p.  2U. 

The  committee  above  named  made  a  report*  on  the  next  day,  which,  with  the  resolve 
of  the  General  Court  thereon,  was  as  follows  :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  March  17'.''  1780. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  On  the  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Stoughtonham,  Praying 
that  a  certain  Tract  of  land,  as  described  in  the  Petition,  (in  which  Tract  the  Dwelling 
house  &  land  of  John  Tolman  One  of  the  Petitioners  is  included,)  may  be  anexed  to  the 
Town  of  Stoughtonham,  also  the  Petition  of  Elijah  Dunbar  Esqf  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of 
Stoughton,  praying  that  the  Consideration  of  Said  Petition  of  Stoughtonham  may  be  post- 
poned to  a  further  time ;  Have  attended  that  Service  and  upon  the  Mutnal  agreement  of 
the  parties  then  present.  Report  as  Our  Opinion,  that  a  Committee  from  this  Court,  i-epair 
to  the  Town  of  Stoughtonham,  veiw  the  land  mentioned,  and  hear  the  parties,  and  the 
Expence  of  Said  Committee  for  veiwing  the  same  be  paid  by  the  Town  of  Stoughtonham, 
and  make  Report  to  this  Court.     All  which  is  humbly  Submitted. 

Sam  Nilbs  Pr  Order 
In  Council  March  17  th  1780 

Read  &  Accepted  and  thereupon  Resolved  — That  Samuel  Niles  Esqr  with  such  as  the 
Hon'ble  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the  Town  of  Stoughtonham  for  the 
Purpose  mentioned  in  the  above  Report  — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  John  Avery    D  Sey  — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Mar.  17. 1780  Read  &;  concurrd  —  &  M"'  Perry  of  Med- 
field  &  Capt  Williams  of  Roxbury  are  join'd  —  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  sixteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  p.  209. 

On  the  20th  of  March  the  inhabitants  of  Stoughton  appointed  their  selectmen ;  viz., 
James  Endicott,  Thomas  Crane  and  Benjamin  Gill,  together  with  Elijah  Dunbar  and 
Nathaniel  Fisher,  a  committee  to  make  answer  to  the  above  petition  from  .Stoughtonham. 
On  the  2oth  of  April,  the  committee  of  the  Legislature  chosen  to  repair  to  the  town  of 
Stoughtonham,  view  the  premises,  etc.,  had  prepared  their  report.  This  report  and  the 
doings  of  the  Assembly  thereon,  are  given  below :  — 

"The  Committee  of  both  Houses  On  the  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Stoughtonham,  and 
John  Tolman  have  Attended  that  Service  veivved  the  line  between  Said  Town  of  Stough- 
tonham and  Stoughton  and  the  proposed  line,  heard  the  Committees  from  each  Town, 
Considered  the  Same,  And  report  as  their  Opinion,  That  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be 
granted.  And  that  the  Petitioners  be  Allowi  to  bring  in  a  bill  Accordingly 

April  25'h  1780.  Saml  Niles  pr  Order 

In  CouncilMay  3^  1780  Read  and  Ordered — That  the  Consideration  of  the  above  report 
be  and  hereby  is  referred  to  the  Next  setting  of  the  Gen'.  Court  — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrenc  John  Avery    D  Sey 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  3<J.^  1780    Read  &  concurrd 

John  Hancock    Spk^."  —  Mass.  Files:  Bills,  1780. 

In  the  first  session  of  the  next  General  Court,  the  petition  from  Stoughtonham  was  read 
again,  in  Council,  June  13th,  and  I'eferred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  Samuel 
Niles,  of  the  Council,  and  Messrs.  Coffin  and  Farley,  of  the  House,  who  were  ordered  to 
take  it  into  consideration,  "  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  to  hear  the  parties 
■who  are  present,  and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  thereon."  Among  the 
"papers"  thus  referred  to  the  committee,  was  the  following  petition,  upon  which  the 
House,  on  the  second  of  June,  had  passed  a  vote  fixing  the  day  for  the  hearing  aforesaid. 
They  had,  at  the  same  time,  ordered  the  member  from  Stoughton  to  notify  the  town  of 
Stoughtonham  of  this  assignment :  — 

"To  the  Honbie  the  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of  ye.  Massachusetts  Bay,  in 
General  Court  Assembled  —  The  Address  and  Petition  of  James  Endicott  Thomas  Crane, 
Benjamin  Gill,  Elijah  Dunbar  &  Nathaniel  Fisher  (A  c;on)niitt'^e  chosen  by  ye  Town  of 
Stoughton,  to  shew  Cause  why  ye  Prayer  of  y  Petition,  presented  by  the  Town  of 
Stoughtonham,  and  one  John  Tolman  the  last  Year;  jiraying  that  s<}  John  Tolman  with 
his  Farm  might  be  sett  off  &  annexed  to  s'J  Town  of  Stoughtonham ;  &  also  that  a  new 
Line  between  the  said  Towns,  might  bo  established  as  is  described  in  said  Petition:) 
humbly  Shews :  that  ye  Committee  chosen  by  ye  Gen'.  Court  to  repair  to  the  Premisses, 
&  view  them  (at  ye  sole  Expence  of  sd  Town  of  Stoughtonham)  &  Report;  gave  the 
Select  men  of  Stoughton  Notice  (by  a  Line  under  ye  Signature  of  ye  Hon.  Samuel  Niles 
Esq.  Chairman  of  s<i  Committee  that  they  would  attend  s'\  Business,  at  s'J  Stoughton- 
ham on  ye.  fifteenth' Day  of  May  then  next  cnsuuig  —  the  Select  men  and  Committee  of 
Stoughton  upon  this   agreed  to  attend  ye  Hon''Jlf  Court's  Committee  on  s<j    Day;  &  in 

*  Printed  resolves,  chapter  XXVI. 
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yo  mean  Time  to  prepare  their  Reasons  why  y«  prayer  of  y«  Petition  of  s^.  Stoughton- 
ham  should  not  be  granted  :  But  to  their  great  Disappointment  &  mortification  tliey  reel 
another  Letter,  signed  by  y*  abovementioned  honb  «  Chairman,  appointing  Monday  y« 
seventeenth  Day  of  April  for  sd  Purpose —  By  this  new  Appointment,  made  for  some 
Reasons  unkno\vn  to  your  Petitioners,  at  ye  particular  &  special  Request  of  ye  Com- 
mittee of  Stoughtonham ;  the  Committee  of  Stoughton  had  not  Time  sufBcient  to  prepare 
for  a  Defence;  &  of  y^  Town's  Committee  but  two  out  of  Five  could  possibly  attend  ye 
Committee  of  y*  Gen'.  Court  when  they  were  upon  y^  Premisses —  The  Town  of 
Stoughton  at  a  legal  Town  meeting  held  in  s^  Town  on  the  twenty  fourth  Day  of  May 
Current,  having  this  matter  fully  and  plainly  laid  before  them,  were  exceedingly  alarmed, 
&  very  uneasy  &  immediately  ordered  that  their  Committee  should  forthwith  cause  y° 
Premisses  to  be  impartially,  &  accurately  surveyed,  that  so  y®  Quantity  of  Land  petitioned 
for  by  Stoughtonham  might  be  precisely  ascertained,  &  that  their  Committee  might 
thereby  be  enabled  to  make  a  proper  Defince,  or  shew  sufficient  Reasons  why  y"  Prayer 
of  sd  Petition  should  not  be  granted  Therefore  your  Petitioners  humbly  request  this 
honorable  Court  that  ye  Land  petitioned  for  by  Stoughtonham  might  not  be  aimexed  to 
said  Town,  untill  they  can  have  an  Opportunity  of  laying  an  accurate  Plan  of  said  Land 
before  this  Honij'e  Court  &  have  a  further  Opportunity  of  shewing  Cause  why  ye  prayer 
of  sd    Petition  should  not  be  granted  —    And  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c 

Stoughton  May  Sl^.t  Jamks  Endicott  (^  Order  — 

N.  B.  a  very  considerable  part  of  ye.  Land  petitioned  for  was  flawed  bv  ^vater,  from 
ye  time  ye  Town  of  Stoughton  recj  Notice  of  Stoughtonham's  Petition  till  long  after 
ye  Com't  of  ye.  Hon.  Court  was  on  y  Premisses,  &  therefore  could  not  be  Surveyed."  — 
Ibid. 

At  the  hearing  on  the  13th  of  June,  the  town  of  Stoughton  presented  a  sm-vcy  of  the 
land  in  controversy,  which  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,* 
and  filed  the  following  protest,  or  statement  of  reasons,  against  the  annexation  to  Stough- 
tonham, of  the  territory  in  question  :  — 

"  To  the  Honorable  ye  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  ye  State  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  in  General  Court  Assembled  — 

The  Committee  (chosen  by  y  Town  of  Stoughton  to  take  an  accurate  Survey  of  a 
certain  Tract  of  Land,  Lying  in  S<\  Stoughton,  which  Land  y  Town  of  Stouifhton- 
ham  has  petitioned  ye  General  Court  might  be  annexed  to  s'j  Stoughtonham;  &  also 
make  a  furtlier  Defence,  or  offer  some  Reasons  why  ye  Prayer  of  ye  Petition  of  s^  Stough- 
tonham should  not  be  granted)  Having  on  ye.  second  Day  of  June  Instant,  prayed  this 
Ilonh'.e  Court,  that  they  might  have  an  Opportunity  of  performing  the  Intentions  of  ye 
Town,  before  y.  Petition  of  s'\  Stoughtonham  was  pass'd  upon  by  y"  Honhe  House: 
And  this  Hon*' e  House  having  been  pleased  to  comply  so  far  with  y^'  prayer  of  s'\  J'eti- 
tion  that  they  then  Assigned  Tuesday  ye  13th  of  June  Instant,  to  take  up  ye  Papers  of 
said  stoughtonham  &  Stoughton,  &  ordered  Thomas  Crane  Esq.  to  notify  ye  Town  of 
Mouglitonham  of  S'J  Assignment  — 

Upon  which  The  Com'.t  of  Stoughton  immediately  took  Measures  to  obtain  an  Accurate 
&  an  impartial  Survey,  of  s>\  Land  —  Theii'  Surveyor,  was  a  Man  of  Character  belong- 
ing to  Braintrce,  &  their  Chainmen  Inhabitants  of  Dedham  —  The  Com'.'  of  Stoughton- 
ham was  notiiied  of  y  intended  Survey  to  be  pret-ent  if  they  pleased,  anil  John  Tulman 
\vho  joined  with  ye  Comm't  of  Stoughtonham  was  notified  &  present  —  The  Result  of 
s>i  Survey  is  herewith  inclosed  which  will  give  an  Idea  of  ye  situation  of  y^  Laud  which 
ye  Town  of  Stoughton  is  exceeding  unwilling  to  part  with  for  ye   following  Reasons  — 

l»f  Because  ye.  Land  is  meadow  Land,  consequeutly  iDiinliabitablc,  and  therefore  may 
&  actually  does  accommodate  ye  Town  of  stoughton  equally  as  well  as  it  would  Stough- 
tonham—  And  what  Reason  can  be  given  why  said  Land  should  be  taken  from  Stoughton 
(utterly  against  their  wills)  &  annexed  to  Stoughtonham  y"  'J  own  cannot  conceive  — 

2d  Because  this  Land  is,  and  will  be,  advantagious  to  the  Town  to  which  it  is 
annexed ;  And  ye  Town  can  see  no  Reason  why  a  Profit  or  advantage  belonging  to  and 
enjoy'd  by  said  Town,  should  be  taken  from  them  (against  their  wills)  and  given  to 
Stoughtonham 

3d  Because  y*  Town  cannot  conceive  how  ye  Jm'isdiction  of  this  Land,  can  (compati- 
ble with  ye  Principles  of  Liberty  for  which  America  is  so  nobly  contending)  be  alienated 
from  ye.  Town  of  Stoughton,  &  given  to  Stoughtonham,  unless  y"  Town  had  forfeited  its 
Right  of  Jurisdiction —  James  Endicott    pr  Order 

Stoughton  —  June  13th  178O."—  Hid. 

Two  days  later,  the  committee  reported  as  follows :  — 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  petition  of  Stoughtonham  and  John  Tolman  with 
the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  have  Attended  that  Service  heard  the  Committee  from 
Stoughton  and  Stoughtonham  and  report  the  following  resolve —  Resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  be  gicanted  and  that  the  petitioners  be,  and  they  hcreliy  are  Allowed 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  annexincc  the  land  petitioned  for  to  the  Town  of  Stoughtonham,  agree- 
able to  the  line  proposed  in  the  petition." —  Ibid. 

This  report  was  immediatelv  accepted  by  both  branches,  and  on  Saturday,  the  17th,  the 
])ill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time,  in  the  House,  and  the  next  Tuesday  was 
appointed  for  the  second  reading.  At  this  stage,  proceedings  upon  the  bill  were  stayed, 
though  for  what  reason  does  not  appear.  In  the  next  session  the  bill  was  read  again,  on 
the  13ih  of  September,  and  again  on  the  15th  and  16th,  respectively,  when  it  was  passed  to 
be  engrossed,  and  was  sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence.  The  Council  concurred  with 
the  House  on  the  same  day,  and,  on  the  19th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both  branches, 
and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

•  In  collection  of  maps  and  plana. 
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Chap.  12.  The  act  of  1779-80,  chapter  7,  by  the  second  section  of  which  it  was  made  a 
penal  offence  to  refuse  to  talje  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  state  or  of  the  United  States,  in 
pay  for  merchandize,  etc.,  expired  by  limitation  June  24,  1780;  but  the  act  of  1775-76, 
chapter  18,  which  prescrilied  severer  penalties  for  the  paying  or  receiving  of  such  bills  for 
less  than  their  expressed  value,  or  the  selling  or  offering  of  goods  at  a  less  price  for  coin, 
than  for  paper,  remained  upon  the  statute-booli  until  repealed  by  this  chapter,  although  it 
had  been  generally  evaded  or  disregarded.  Even  Congress  and  the  i-tate  Legislature,  by 
approving,  or  actively  participating  in  schemes  to  adapt  prices  to  the  diminishing  value  of 
the  bills  of  credit,  had  evaded  this  statute,  in  its  spirit,  by  a  suljtert'uge  too  palpable  to  be 
misunderstood.  It  was,  moreover,  beginning  to  be  evident  that  the  uncertain,  yet  ever 
increasing  rate  of  depreciation,  could  not  be  counteracted  by  any  of  the  devices  already 
adopted  in  the  popular  conventions,  or  promulgated  by  the  Legislature,  and  that  unless 
the  latter  should  open  some  new  way  of  escape,  breaches  of  the  law  would  be  unavoidable, 
even  by  those  who  were  most  zealous  to  comply  with  the  statute  forbidding  any  discrimi- 
nation in  favor  of  hard  money  as  against  the  depreciated  paper  currency,  which,  by  the 
same  law,  they  were  required  to  receive  at  its  nominal  value,  on  pain  of  a  heavy  fine  and 
perpetual  incapacity  to  hold  any  office,  civil  or  militaiy. 

The  purpose  which  the  tender-act  was  designed  to  effect,  was  patriotic.  The  act  was  in 
harmony  with  the  resolve*  passed  by  Congi-ess  three  months  earlier,  against  such  as 
should  refuse  to  take  the  Continental  bills  of  credit,  and  its  penal  provisions  Avere  aimed 
at  those  who  were  either  hostile  to  the  Revolutionary  party  or  indifferent  to  its  success, 
and  who  would  not  scruple  to  insist  upon  their  right  to  exercise  every  privilege  not 
explicitly  denied  them  by  law,  however  disastrous  the  consequences  might  be  to  the 
cause  of  independence ;  but  the  act  proved  an  instrument  of  oppression  to  friends  as  well 
as  foes. 

The  courageous  stand  taken  by  some  individuals  against  the  extreme  measures  pro- 
posed in  the  Boston  resolves  of  June,  1779,  and  the  beginning  of  a  reaction,  or  rather  an 
abatement  of  the  zeal  of  the  promoters  of  those  measures,  have  been  mentioned  in  the  note 
to  1779-80,  chapter  IS.f  But  besides  the  ill-feeling  and  distress  directly  resulting  from  the 
operation  of  the  impracticable  law  which  thus  provoked  defiance,  the  daily  depreciation  of 
the  bills  of  credit,  which  had  driven  all  hard  money  out  of  circulation,  was  the  source  of 
grievous  hardship  to  those  especially  who  depended  upon  wages  and  salaries,  and  of 
gross  injustice  to  the  holders  of  notes  and  obligations  given  for  debts  incurred  l)efore  the 
cm-rency  had  depreciated.  In  the  notes  to  previous  acts,  some  account  of  the  evils  of  this 
depreciation,  as  a  motive  for  legislation,  could  not  well  be  omitted.  The  distress  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  army,  and  of  their  families,  and  the  measures  taken  to  relieve  them,  are 
dwelt  upon  in  the  note  to  chapter  29  of  the  previous  year;  while  some  idea  of  the  extrem- 
ity to  which  the  people  at  large  were  reduced,  may  be  gathered  from  the  notes  to  the  tax 
acts  of  the  same  year.J  And  it  may  be  added  that  the  frequent  inadequacy  of  the 
emoluments  of  those  public  officers  Avho  were  paid  by  fees,  is  to  lie  inferred  (although 
sufficient  du-ect  evidence  exists)  from  the  successive  acts,  by  which,  in  the  course  of  ten 
months,  by  no  gradual  process,  fees  had  been  augmented  to  thirty -two  fold  the  hard- 
money  rates. 

By  the  autumn  of  1779  there  was,  evidently,  a  wide-spread  conviction  that  it  was  no 
longer  inconsistent  with  patriotism  to  seriously  consider  whether  t/he  promoters  of  the 
financial  schemes  which  had  been  thus  attended  with  disaster,  were  worthy  to  continue  in 
the  management  of  public  affairs.  The  efforts  of  the  delegates  of  the  peojile,  in  successive 
conventions,  at  Concord,  Hartford  and  Philadelphia,  to  secure  general  cooperation  in 
measures  designed,  ostensibly,  to  keep  down  prices,  but  in  reality  to  bolster  the  declining 
cm-rency,  and  the  approval  which  those  efforts  received  from  Congress  and  the  state 
legislatures,  have  been  particularly  described  in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  13,  leferred 
to  above;  and  it  was,  probably,  only  the  illusory  hoi)c  of  a  successful  issue  from  the 
last  of  these  experiments  that  retarded  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  irredeemable 
paper  currency,  with  its  oppressive  adjuncts  of  terrorism,  and  its  brood  of  injustice  and 
misery. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1779,  nearly  three  months  before  Congress  recommended  to 
the  states  to  revise  their  laws  making  the  Continental  bills  of  credit,  a  tender,  a  joint 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  "  to  consider  tbe  pro- 
priety of  adopting  a  depreciation  bill."  The  committee  originally  consisted  of  John  Pick- 
ering, Caleb  Davis,  Nathaniel  Gorham,  Thomas  Dawes  and  Israel  Hutchinson,  of  the 
House,  and  Walter  Spooner,  Thomas  Cushing,  Moses  Gill  and  Noah  Goodnian,  of  the 
Council,  but  in  the  com'se  of  two  weeks  Messi'S.  William  Brown  of  Framingliam,  Amos 
Singletary  of  Sutton,  Joseph  Page  of  Salisbury  (and,  later,  in  his  place,  Moses  Little  of  New- 
bury) and  Edward  Rawson  of  Mendon,  were,  respectively,  substituted  for  Messrs.  Pickering, 
Davis,  Gorham  and  Hutchinson.  On  the  24th,  both  branches  enjoined  their  respective  mem- 
bers on  this  committee,  to  sit  immediately;  but  ou  the  first  of  December,  Samuel  Adams 
brought  down  a  message  from  the  Council  "to  propose  an  amendment  to"  the  order  of 
the  House  under  which  the  above-named  committee  was  appointed,  l)y  substituting  for 
the  words  indicating  the  business  of  the  committee,  the  Ibllowing:  "to  consider  the 
practicability  of  framing  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  means  of  the  depreciation  of 
public  bills  of  credit,  passing  within  this  state."  The  message  concluded  with  the  state- 
ment that,  "if  the  House  should  adopt  said  amendment,  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Board 
that  the  journals  of  the  House  may  be  made  conformable  to  said  amendment."  This 
amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  entry  in  the  minutes  of  the  legislative  proceedings  of 
the  Council  was  altered,  accordingly,  by  cancellation  and  interlineation.  The  amended 
order,  only,  appears  in  the  printed  journals  of  the  House. 

*  Journal  of  Congress,  Jan.  1 1 ,  1776.    It  is  printed  in  the  supplementary  note  to  the  act,  p.  544,  antt> 
f  Page  1254,  ante.  J  1779-80,  chapters  30  and  49. 
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All  attempts  to  discover  the  purview  of  the  bill  or  bills  which  the  moverB  of  the  above 
proceedinsrs  had  in  mind,  have  thus  far  proved  unavailing;  and  though  the  loss  of  the 
journal  of  the  House,  after  Dec.  31,  1779,  renders  it  unsafe  to  affirm  positively  that  the 
committee  were  not  further  instructed,  and  made  no  report,  there  is  no  evidence  that  any 
subsequent  proceedings  were  had  upon  either  proposition.  The  last  entry  prior  to  the 
fourth  session,  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  depreciation,  that  has  been  discovered,  is  under 
date  of  December  16th,  when  a  motion  was  made  in  the  House,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  "to  consider  and  report  a  bill  whereby  persons  who  suflFer  by  means  of  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency  may  i)e  relieved,"  which  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  thirty-one 
to  twenty-eight.  This  vote,  "  after  further  debate,"  the  House  refused  to  reconsider,  by  a 
vote  of  thirtj^-seven  to  twenty-nine. 

The  conjecture  is  a  probable  one,  at  least,  that  either  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  Novem- 
ber 19th,  approving  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Hartford  Convention,  and  which  were 
read  in  Council,  December  7th  (the  day  the  Court  adjourned  to  the  14th),  were  the  foun- 
dation of  an  argument,  which  prevailed,  for  postponing  action  until  the  proposed  convention 
at  Philadelphia  should  iiavc  liad  opportunity  to  suggest  a  remedy,  or  it  was  deemed  best 
to  await  the  results  of  negotiations  for  a  loan  in  Europe,  which  the  Legislature  was  then 
contemplating.* 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1780,  Congress  passed  the  following  resolve  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  revise 
their  laws,  making  the  continental  bills  of  credit  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts  and  con- 
tracts, and  frame  them  so  as  to  prevent  injustice  to  creditors  or  debtors."  —  Journals  of 
Congress. 

The  only  difference  between  the  foregoing  resolve  and  the  resolve  of  March  20th,  which 
is  printed  in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  40,  f  is,  that  the  latter,  besides  containing  an  addi- 
tional cautionary  recommendation  in  the  second  paragraph,  had  reference  only  to  such 
acts  as  were  passed  "pursuant  to  a  former  resolution  of  Congress,"  while  the  former 
recommends  the  revision  of  all  acts  passed  by  the  several  states,  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned. 

Chapter  40  of  the  acts  of  1779-80,  which  provided  for  a  new  emission  of  bills  of  credit, 
payable,  principal  and  interest,  in  coin,  was  passed  during  the  fourth  session,  in  pursuance 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  (which  were 
forwarded  with  the  resolve  of  the  20th,  referred  to  above,  as  shown  in  the  note  to  that 
chapter),  and  while  the  bill  of  that  act  was  pending,  a  bill  with  the  title  of  this  chapter, 
but  which  has  not  Ueen  discovered  in  the  state  archives,  was  reported  in  the  Council, 
read,  and  sent  down  to  the  House.  On  the  24th  of  April,  1780,  this  bill  was  read  a 
first  time  in  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  read  again  on  the  next  day. 

The  paper  currency  had  now  sunk  to  one-fortieth  of  its  nominal  value.  Connecticut 
had  already  repealed  her  tendcr-acts,t  and  New  Hampshire  was  intently  watching  the 
proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  upon  the  "  important  affair  "  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  currency  convertible  into  coin,  to  replace  the  depreciated  bills  of  credit,  with 
the  purpose  of  imitating  her  example,  in  the  first  session  of  the  General  Court  about  to  be 
convened  in  that  state. ^    The  session  passed,  however,  without  further  action  on  the  bilL 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  the  next  Assembly  convened,  the  House  "  voted 
that  all  papers  which  were  before  the  House  the  last  year,  and  not  passed  upon,  be  revived, 
and  have  day  in  the  present  session";  and,  two  days  Later  (June  2,  1780),  "the  House 
assigned  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  take  into  consideration  the  bill  respecting  depre- 
ciation," which  was  accordingly  "  read  a  second  time,  and  considered."  "  The  first  enacting 
clause  "  providing  for  the  repeal  of  section  6  of  1775-6,  chapter  18,  by  which  bills  of  credit 
had  been  made  a  legal  tender  in  all  eases,  was  adopted  and  passed,  by  a  vote  of  ninety-eight 
to  thirty-seven.  On  a  second  reading  of  the  bill,  four  days  later,  the  same  clause  was 
again  adopted,  by  a  vote  of  eighty-one  to  twenty-nine ;  and  at  the  same  time,  another 
clause,  for  making  the  old  bills  a  tender  according  to  a  certain  rule  of  depreciation 
expressed  in  the  bill,  was  put  to  vote,  after  debate,  and  rejected  by  a  vote  of  ninety-seven 
to  fourteen.  A  committee  was  then  appointed,  consisting  of  John  Lowell,  John  Pickering 
and  Elijah  Hunt,  "  to  bring  in  a  clause  making  the  present  bills  a  tender  for  the  discharge 
of  judgiuents  recovered  in  courts  of  law;  "  and  to  this  committee,  enlarged  by  the  acces- 
sion of  Samuel  Osgood  and  John  Rowe,  was  specially  referred  the  third  paragraph  of  the 
bill,  "  containing  the  scale  of  depreciation  "  (and,  generally,  all  the  other  paragraphs  of 
the  bill),  and  the  committee  were  ordered  to  "consider  what  provision  is  proper  to  be 
made  to  prevent  injuries  arising  to  executors,  administrators,  guardians,  agents,  etc." 

Debate  on  the  bill  \vas  renewed  on  tlie  9th,  when,  upon  reconsideration  of  a  former  ad- 
verse vote  of  tifty-fom-  to  sixty-one,  it  was  voted,  "  by  a  majority  of  alxty-four  members 
out  of  one  hnndi-ed  and  twenty,  that  the  scale  [of  depreciation]  begin  at  the  1st  October 
177611;"  and,  on  the  same  day,  by  another  vote,  of  sLxty-nine  to  fifty-two,  "the  whole 
paragraph  determining  the  depreciation  to  begin  at  that  time,"  was  adoi)ted ;  as,  likewise, 
was  the  scale  itself  ("  as  far  as  April,  1780,  when  it  was  fixed  at  forty  for  one"),  by  still 
another  vote,  of  sixty-eight  to  fifty,  —  only  three  members  voting  for  exceeding  this  rate. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  was  resumed  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  when,  by  a 
vote,  of  fifty-six  to  fifty-thi-ee,  a  clause  was  ordered  to  "  be  brought  in,  to  suspend  for  six 
months  the  execution  of  judgments  that  may  be  given  on  any  actions  brought  in  conse- 
quence of  this  l)ill ; "  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  for  that  purpose. 

On  the  10th,  the  bill  was  road  a  thu'd  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  by  a  majority  of 
one,  in  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  one  members.    A  second  vote  taken  "  at  the  request  of 

*  See  1779-80,  chapter  31,  and  note.  t  Page  1340,  ante. 

X  Letter  of  Gov.  Trumbull,  March  10,  17S0,  in  note  on  p.  1264,  ante. 

§Letter  of  Preaident  Weare  to  President  Powell,  April  8, 1780;  in  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  202,  p.  125. 

If  Erroneously  written  17G6,  in  the  Journal. 


1454  Province  Laws.  — 1780.  [Notes.] 

[revolutionary  period  —  "  STATE."] 

6omc  mcuibers,"  stood  fifty-four  to  fifty-one,  in  favor  of  engrossing.     Tlie  bill  was  tben 
sent  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence,  where,  on  the  same  day,  it  was  read  a  first  time. 

Between  the  10th  and  13th,  the  bill  seems  to  have  gone  back  to  the  House,  either  in 
a  new  di-aught,  or  with  amendments ;  for,  on  the  day  last  named,  as  appears  by  the  "  Gen- 
eral Court  minute  l)ook,"  it  was  again  read  a  first  time.  Twice,  on  the  KJth,  it  appears  to 
have  been  Ijrought  down  from  the  Council ;  each  time  with  a  message  proposing  several 
amendments  thereto. 

On  referring  to  the  "  General  Court  minute  book  "  for  the  16th,  it  appears  that  on  that 
day  a  message  fi-om  the  House  was  sent  up,  inquiring  whether  the  Board  had  passed 
upon  the  bill;  to  which  the  Council  replied,  by  message,  that  they  had  assigned  several 
times  for  considering  it,  "  but  so  many  members  of  the  Board  were  called  olf  to  attend 
the  convention,*  that  the  remaining  few  did  not  think  proper  to  proceed  upon  it,"  and  that 
on  that  day  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  with  twelve  amend- 
ments t  and  sent  down  for  concuiTence ;  whereupon  it  was  returned,  with  a  vote  of  con- 
currence by  the  House,  but  with  additional  amendments,  in  which  the  Council  voted  to 
concur,  and  again  sent  it  down  for  concurrence,  with  still  further  amendments. 

The  House  assigned  the  twentieth  for  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Council.  After  a  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  tliese  amendments 
to  the  next  session,  had  been  rejected,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-one  to  sixteen,  the  debate 
which  ensued  thereon  was  continued  in  the  aftemoonand  on  the  next  morning,  when  the 
bill  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence,  with  a  vote  on  the  amendments,  concur- 
ring in  fom*  of  them,  nonconcurring  in  six,  and  proposing  five  more. J 

The  Board  thereupon  proposed  a  conference  in  the  Representatives'  chamber,  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  which  the  House  agreed,  and  the  conference  was  held  accord- 
ingly, James  Bowdoin  in  the  chair.  After  debate,  the  In-anches  separated,  and,  soon 
after,  the  Council  sent  down  a  message  proposing  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  joint  committee, 
"to  take  it  into  consideration  and  report  what  is  proper  to  hs  done  thereon." 

The  proposal  was  accepted,  and  the  committee,  consisting  of  Thomas  Cushing,  Roljcrt 
Treat  Paine  and  Timothy  Danielson,  of  the  Council,  and  Jacob  Gerrisli,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Samuel  Osgood  and  Thomas  Dawes,  of  the  House,  was  appointed. 

On  the  24th,  the  Council  sent  the  bill  down  to  the  House,  with  a  vote  of  concurrence  in 
some  of  the  amendments  proposed  l)y  that  branch,  and  proposing  others,  upon  which  the 
House  voted  "tliat  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Asseral)ly."  This  vote,  iipon  a  message  of  inquiry  from  the  Council,  was  communicated 
to  the  Board,  whereupon  the  Council  sent  down  the  following  message :  — 

"  State  of  Massachusetts         Council  Chamber  Boston  June  24'h  1780 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

the  Council,  have  been  informed  by  your  Messuage  of  this  Day,  that  you  have  put  over 
the  further  Consideration  of  a  Bill,  to  repeal  the  Several  Clauses  of  Acts  made  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  making  the  continental  Bills  now  in  circulation  a  Tender  in  all 
Payment,  and  for  Settling  a  Scale  of  Depreciation  with  respect  to  said  Currency,  to  the 
next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  which  Measure  we  are  constrained  to  say  is  likely 
1770-80, chap. 40,  to  be  attended  with  very  Disagreeable  Consequences.  The  Law  enacted  in  the  last 
§  16.  session  of  the  General  Court  expressly  points  you  to  the  settling  such  Rule  of  Deprecia- 

tion the  fluctuating  State  of  the  said  Currency  wliieh  renders  it,  at  a  Time  when  Money 
is  the  most  needed  to  fill  up  your  Continental  Batallions  of  uncertain  Value,  and  the  uni- 
versal Expectation  of  the  Good  People  of  this  State  point  you  to  the  same  great  Object 
For  well  wiglity  Reasons  and  many  others  that  might  l)e  mentioned  the  Major  Part  of  the 
Council  conceive  it  their  Duty  not  to  give  a  Recess  to  the  General  Assembly  till  they 
have  earnestly  calld  upon  you  to  reconsider  your  Vote  and  resume  the  Consideration  of 
the  said  Bill,  and  we  Doubt  not  the  Council  will  aid  you  and  Concurr  in  a  Measure  so 
necessary  to  Doing  Justice  and  the  future  Peace  and  Happiness  of  this  State 
In  the  Name  &  behalf  of  the  Council 

J[ames]  B[ovvdoin]   Pesid'." — Mass.  Archives 
vol.  158,  p.  176. 

This  message  having  l)een  read  to  the  House,  a  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  their 
last  vote,  but  the  motion  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-seven  to  twent)'-one,  whereupon  a 
committee  was  appointed,  "  to  report  an  answer  to  the  message."  On  the  same  day, 
this  committee  reported  the  following  message :  — 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  24th  178O 

To  the  Honbi.e  the  Major  part  of  the  Council 
May  it  piease  your  Honors 

The  House  having  taken  into  their  serious  Consideration,  your  Honors  Message  of  this 
Day  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  Depreciation  Bill 

The  House  are  exceeding  sorry  that  the  Diversity  of  setiment  in  both  Houses  respect- 
ing the  subject  matter  of  this  Bill  hath  hindeid  its  being  perfected  to  this  late  Hour  of 
the  session  —  Important  Amendments  still  remaining  undetermined,  which  it  would 
take  much  Time  to  digest  and  finally  pass  upon  —  the  raising  Men  and  furnishing  supplies 
for  the  Army  demanding  the  immediate  presence  of  the  Members  of  the  House  with 

*  For  framiui?  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth. 

t  Referred  to^by  the  letters  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  K,  L,  M,  N. 

t  Tiiese  amendments  appear  to  have  been,  chiefly,  in  tile  table,  or  "scale,"  of  depreciaiion.  A« 
reported,  the  bill  contemplated  a  scale  beginning  with  October,  1776;  and,  from  a  memoraiiduni 
on  a  blank  leaf  of  tlie  minutes  of  the  House  Journal  for  the  session,  it  seems  that  the  House  con- 
curred in  four  of  tlie  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council,  incluilini;  one  by  which  ail  the  nm-.thrt 
before  January  1777,  were  expunged  from  this  table.  The  House  noncoucurred  iu  four  other  ot 
these  proposed  amendments,  by  majorities  ranging  from  four  to  sixteen  in  a  total  vote  not  exceed- 
ing eighty-two. 


[Notes.]  Province  Laws. — 1780.  1455 

[UEVOLUTIONARY  PERIOD  —  "  STATE."] 

their  Constituents,  have  induced  them  not  to  reconsider  their  vote  of  postponing  the  fur- 
ther Consideration  of  the  Bill  aforesaid  to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court  —  And 
therefore  request  your  Honors  to  give  a  Recess  to  the  Court  as  requested  by  the  Message 
of  the  House  of  this  Day."  —  Ibid.,  p.  175. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  a  committee  appointed  "  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  Honor- 
able the  major  part  of  the  Council,  who  reported  that  they  had  attended  the  service 
assigned  them." 

On  the  second  day  of  the  next  session,  upon  an  order  oflginating  in  the  House,  a  joint 
committee,  consisting  of  John  Pickering,  Thomas  Dawes  and  John  Lowell,  of  the  House, 
and  Thomas  Cushing  and  Timothy  Danielson,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed,  "to  prepare 
and  report  a  depreciation  bill."  On  the  I3th,  Theodore  Sedgwick  was  appointed  in  place 
of  Lowell,  who  was  absent,  and  on  the  15th,  the  committee  reported,  in  the  Council,  the 
bill  of  this  chapter,  which  was  read,  and  sent  down  to  the  House. 

In  the  House,  on  the  16th,  the  bill  was  read  a  tirst  time.  It  was  read  again',  by  assign- 
ment, on  the  19th,  when  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  next  day. 
On  the  20th,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  resumed,  according  to  appointment,  and  the 
following  passage  was  ordered  to  be  stricken  out  of  section  two,  by  a  vote  of  fifty-five  to 
forty-nine:  "and  shall  be  discharged  in  the  present  current  bills,  at  the  rate  of  forty  dol- 
lars for  every  six  shillings  lawful  money;  and  all  judgments  hereafter  to  be  made  up  on 
any  contract  for  the  payment  of  money,  excepting  contracts  made  since  the  20th  of  May, 
1775,  where  gold  antl  silver  was  expressly  contracted  to  „be  paid,  shall  be  discharged  in 
bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  now  in  circulation,  or  in  bills  to  be  emitted  by  Congress 
on  the  credit  of  this  state  or  in  gold  or  silver,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  forty  of  the 
present  currency." 

The  House  then  postponed  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  the  next  morning, 
when  it  was  again  postponed  to  the  afternoon,  and  then  to  the  next  day.  On  the  25th,  the 
bill  was  further  considered,  and  a  motion  to  strike  out  from  the  sixth  section,  the  clause 
beginning  with  "  the  justices,"  in  the  fourth  line,  and  ending  with  the  words  "  in  trust," 
in  the  sixteenth  line,  was  defeated,  by  a  vote  of  fifty  to  twenty-five. 

On  the  26th,  the  section  above  named,  and  the  "preamble  thereto,  were  adopted,  by  a 
vote  of  thirty-nine  to  twenty-nine.  The  last  three  paragraphs  of  the  bill  (covered  by 
sections  7,  8,  9  and  10  of  this  chapter),  were  thereupon  committed  to  Nathaniel  Freeman, 
Loammi  Baldwin  and  James  Warren,  who  reported  tho  draught  of  those  sections  as  they 
stand  in  the  act.    Before  this  amendment,  these  paragraphs  were  as  follows  :  — 

In  section  7,  between  the  word  "  payments,"  in  the  first  line,  and  "  the  sum,"  in  the 
fourth  line,  the  section  read,  "that  have  been  made  previous  to  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  towards  the  discharge  of  any  debt  or  con- 
tract, public  or  private." 

The  following  paragraphs  stood  in  place  of  section  eight,  and  its  preaml)le  and  enacting 
clause :  — 

"  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  where  any  dispute  shall  arise  between  "debtors  and  creditors  with  respect  to  any 
payments  that  have  been  made  in  discharge  of  any  debt  or  contract  since  the  first  day 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -eight,  all  suits  arising  on  such  disputes 
and  contentions,  shall  be  determined  by  referrees,  chosen  and  appointed  as  before  directed 
with  regard  to  tenders  of  money,  as  aforesaid." 

Section  ten  was  omitted ;  and  in  place  of  section  nine,  was  the  following,  with  the  same 
enacting  clause :  — 

"That  the  several  courts  of  law  within  this  state  shall  not,  until  the  expiration  of  six 
months  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  make  up  judgment  agreeable  to  the  scale  of  deprecia- 
tion herein  contained;" 

On  the  28th,  the  bill  as  thus  amended,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
by  a  vote  of  sixty-three  to  forty-eight;  and  it  was  thereupon  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for 
concurrence.  In  the  Council,  it  was  read  twice,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  concur- 
rence; and,  on  the  next  day,  in  both  branches,  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted, — the 
vote  in  the  House,  standing  fifty-two  to  thirty-six.  On  the  same  day,  it  was  consented 
to  and  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

At  some  time  after  the  date  of  its  reference  to  this  last-named  committee,  the  words  in 
the  tenth  and  eleventh  lines  of  the  sixth  section,  beginning  with  "  by  this  government," 
and  ending  with  "  March  last,"  were  substituted  for  the  following  passage :  "  to  be  emitted 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States;"  but  whether  this  was  made  upon  motion  in  the 
House,  or  included  in  the  amendments  reported  by  that  committee,  does  not  appear. 

The  following  resolve  *  was  reported  l)y  a  committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of  Samuel 
Austin,  John  Bacon  and  Loammi  Baldwin,  appointed  on  the  d»y  of  its  passage,  "  to  con- 
sider what  directions  are  proper  to  be  given  to  the  treasurer,  on  account  of  depreciation, 
relative  to  any  sums  of  monej'  due  to  government:  "  — 

"  State  Massachusetts  Bay  —  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Octo''  3,  1780 

Resolv'd  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  btate,  be  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  receive  no  moneys 
of  any  person,  or  persons,  who  may  have  been  intrusted  with  the  property  of  the  publick, 
otherwise  than  agreeable  to  the  Scale  Contain'd  in  the  Act  of  Depreciation,  pass'd  the 
present  sessions  of  the  Gen'.  Court —Sent  up  for  Concurrence      John  Hancock    Spk'' 
In  Council  Oct'.  3d  1780  Read  &  Concurred  John  Avery    D  Sey 

Consented  to  " —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  229,  p.  372. 

Chap.  13.  Upon  the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  the  depreciated  paper  currency, 
and  the  substitution  of  coin  as  legal  tender,  a  new  establishment  of  the  fees  of  public  offl- 

*  Printsd  reeolvee  of  the  September  session,  chapter  OXXn. 
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cers,  wbich  had  been  enormously  increased  in  nominal  amount,  became  necessary,  and 
hence  a  committee  of  tlie  House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Gorham,  Osgood,  Baldwin,  Leonard 
and  Wales,  was  appointed,  on  the  19th  of  September,  "  to  revise  the  fee-bill,  and  report 
what  alterations  are  proper  to  be  made  therein."  On  the  26th,  this  committee  reported  a 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  further  augmenting  certain  fees,  allowances  and  penalties  estab- 
lished i)y  the  laws  of  this  state,  and  for  enlarging  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace." 
This  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  on  the  28th,  when  it  was  committted  to  Messrs. 
Freeman,  Henshaw  and  Chadbourn.  On  the  next  day  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  reported, 
and  read  a  first  time.  On  the  30th,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  the  2d  of  October  it 
was  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence.  In  the  Council 
it  was  read  a  first  time  on  the  2d  of  October,  and  a  second  time  on  the  third,  when  it  was 
passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  and,  on  the  same  day,  was  passed  to  be  enacted 
and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Andrew  Henshaw  and  Oliver  Peabody,  joint  clerks  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judica- 
ture, finding  the  Ices  of  their  office  insufficient,  had  applied  for  further  compensation,  which 
had  been  allowed  to  them  by  the  resolves  of  Dec.  17,  1779,  *  and  March  30,  1780.  t  This 
jenr  they  again  applied  to  the  General  Court,  for  relief,  in  separate  memorials,  whereupon 
each  was  again  granted  an  allowance  by  the  resolves  of  Sept.  12,  1780, J  but  no  change  in 
their  favor  was  made  in  the  fee-bill. 

Chap.  14.  On  the  22d  of  September,  1780,  an  order  was  passed  in  the  House,  appointing 
Messrs.  Rowe,  Lowell  and  Cran<5h  a  committee  "  to  revise  the  laws  respecting  gunpowder, 
and  report  what  further  provision  is  necessary  to  be  made  to  prevent  the  storing  it  in 
improper  places."  Eight  days  later  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time  in  the 
House.  It  was  read  again,  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  con- 
currence, on  the  second  of  October.  In  the  Council,  after  a  second  reading,  on  the  same 
day,  it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed,  with  three  amendments,  by  two  of 
which  "rato"  was  changed  to  "rafd",  and  by  the  third,  the  second  section  was  added. 
These  amendments  were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  enacted 
on  the  fourth  of  October,  and,  according  to  the  record,  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the 
Council. 

Chap.  15.  The  conveyance  to  trustees,  mentioned  in  the  preamble  of  this  chapter,  was 
dated  April  21,  1778,  instead  of  April  1st,  as  stated  in  the  act,  and  the  property  conveyed, 
consisted  of  seven  parcels  of  land  in  Andover,  containing  an  aggregate  of  one  hundretl  and 
forty-one  acres,  and  two  hundred  acres  more,  in  Jaff"rey,  New  Hampshire,  besides  £1,614 
in  money.  The  trustees  named  in  the  act  were  the  same  persons  that  had  been  appointed 
by  the  deed  of  trust;  and  they  had  met  and  organized,  as  required  by  that  instrument,  on 
the  last  Tuesday  (the  28th)  of  April,  1878,  —  all  being  present  but  Josiah  Stearns.  It 
appearing  that,  in  the  conveyance  as  originally  executed,  the  legal  words  of  limitation 
denoting  a  gift  to  the  trustees  in  fee-simple  had  been  omitted,  these  words  were  inserted, 
and  on  the  29th,  the  instrument  was  again  signed,  sealed  and  delivered. 

The  purpose  of  the  founders  of  the  trust,  as  expressed  in  their  conveyance,  was  the  per- 
petual support  of  a  public  free  school  or  academy  in  the  south  parish  of  Andover  (subject 
to  the  same  provisions  respecting  removal,  as  in  section  ten  of  this  chapter,  — the  reasons 
therefor,  however,  to  be  given  in  writing  and  to  be  recorded  with  the  vote),  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth  in  the  l)ranches  of  knowledge  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  chapter, 
"  but  more  especially,  to  learn  them  the  great  end  and  Ijusiness  of  living." 

To  the  master,  who  was  to  be  a  professor  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  a  trustee,  was 
confided  the  dutj'  of  receiving  and  deciding  upon  applications  for  admission,  "  agreeably 
to  the  rules"  which  were  to  be  established  by  the  board;  and  he  was  authorized  to  make 
"rules  and  orders,  as  he  shall  find  necessary,  for  the  internal  management  and  regulation 
of  the  seminary,"  subject  to  revisal  and  disallowance  by  the  trustees,  to  whose  regulations, 
and  those  established  by  the  founders,  he  was  required  to  conform  in  his  own  conduct. 

It  was  made  the  "  first  and  principal  duty  of  the  master,  to  regulate  the  tempers,  to 
enlarge  the  minds,  and  form  the  morals,"  of  his  pupils,  and  while  he  was  required  to  give 
special  attention  to  their  health,  and  to  urge  upon  them  "  the  importance  of  a  habit  of 
Industry,"  his  "  attention  to  the  dispo.sition  of  the  minds  and  morals  of  the  youth  under 
his  charge  "  was  to  "  exceed  every  other  care."  To  this  end,  besides  attending  to  their 
personal  behavior,  he  was  required  to  "frequently  delineate"  the  beauty  of  virtue  and  the 
odiousness  of  vice,"  and  to  "  spare  no  pains  "  to  elevate  the  moral  characters  of  his 
pupils,  and  "  early  and  diligently  to  inculcate  upon  them  "those  doctrines  of  religion 
usually  denominated  Calvinistic,  the  better  to  qualify  such  as  might  devote  themselves 
"  to  the  sacred  work  of  the  gospel  ministry." 

These  objects  were  reiterated,  in  ditferent  forms  of  expression,  as  the  design  of  the 
founders,  in  the  instrument  of  trust,  and  were  finally  recapitulated  therein,  in  the  order 
of  their  importance, — the  promotion  of  piety  and  virtue  being  placed  first;  instruction  in 
the  English,  Latin,  and  Greek  languages,  together  with  writing,  arithmetic,  music,  and 
the  art  of  speaking,  second ;  geometry,  logic  and  geography,  third ;  and  "  other  of  the 
liberal  arts  and  sciences,  or  languages,"  last. 

None  but  Protestants  were  ever  to  "  be  concerned  in  the  trust  or  instruction  of  this 
seminary",  which  was  to  be  open,  equally,  to  all  youth  who  could  read  English,  well, 
"  excepting  such  particular  numbers  as  the  trustees  may  hereafter  license." 

After  the  first  meeting,  at  which  a  name  was  to  be  given  to  the  seminary,  and  a  title  to 
its  principal  instructor,  the  trustees,  whose  qualifications  with  regard  to  residence  and 
social  standing  were  to  be  the  same  as  is  provided  in  section  six  of  this  chapter,  were  to 

•  Printed  resolvee,  chapter  XV.  Ibid.,  March  session,  1780,  chapters  CI  and  CII. 

X  Ibid.,  September  session,  chapters  VIII.  and  IX. 
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appoint  and  hold  annual  meetings,  in  Andover,  at  the  house  then  occupied  by  Samuel 
Phillips,  junior.  These  meetings  were  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  school, 
for  adjusting  accounts,  for  making  rules  and  orders,  and  for  the  choice  (by  ballot)  of  offi- 
cers, consisting  of  a  president,  a  clerk  and  a  treasurer.  Special  meetings  were  to  be  called 
by  tiie  president  upon  the  motion  of  three  trustees;  or  at  his  pleasure,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  any  two  of  the  trustees.  At  all  meetings  of  the  board  "  decent,  not  extravagant, 
entertainment"  was  to  be  made  for  them,  and  economy  was  enjoined  both  upon  trustees 
and  instructors.  A  majority  of  the  board  was  to  constitute  a  quorum,  and  the  major  part 
of  the  quorum  was  authorized  to  transact  business.  Upon  a  tie  vote,  the  side  on  which 
the  preslaent,  or  president  ;j>o  tempore^  voted  was  to  prevail.  Vacancies  in  the  board 
were  to  be  filled  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in  this  chapter,  except  that  the  found- 
ers reserved  the  right,  jointly,  to  appoint  one  person  to  a  vacancy  caused  by  their  decease 
or  resignation,  who  (and  his  successors)  were  to  have  like  power  of  appointment,  in  per- 
petuity. 

The  trustees  were  invested  with  authority  to  sell  .and  purchase  real  and  personal  estate 
for  the  trust,  and  were  required  to  let  the  lands,  and  put  out  the  trust  money  at  interest 
upon  good  security,  and  to  apply  the  rents,  profits,  issues  and  interest  of  all  the  trust  prop- 
erty, to  the  support  of  the  school,  to  which,  after  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal,  of  the 
master  appointed  by  the  founders,  they  were,  from  time  to  time,  to  appoint  a  master,  and 
also  to  appoint  all  assistants.  No  trustee  was  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  any  candidate  for 
the  office  of  principal  instructor,  who  should  be  as  near  to  him,  in  kinship,  as  cousin  or 
nephew.  The  master  was  not  to  vote  in  the  settling  of  his  salary  and  perquisites,  nor  was 
a  trustee  (who  was  at  the  same  time  a  minister,  belonging  to  the  town)  to  be  permitted  to 
vote  on  any  question  in  which  the  town  or  parish  in  which  the  seminary  was  situated, 
should  be  a  party,  or  interested. 

No  pupil  was  to  board  in  any  family  which  was  "  not  licensed  by  the  trustees ;  "  and  the 
latter  were  authorized  to  "  determine  for  what  reasons  a  scholar  shall  be  expelled,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  sentence  shall  be  administered."  ' 

The  trustees  were  to  contract  with  each  master  and  assistant,  before  his  "  entrance  up- 
on office,  as  to  salary,"  which  was  not  to  be  changed  except  in  favor  of  the  teacher;  and 
power  was  given  the  trustees  to  remove  the  master,  or  any  assistant,  for  misconduct,  neg- 
lect of  duty,  or  incapacity. 

The  trustees  were  empowered  to  make  repairs,  and  to  erect  such  buildings  as  they 
should  judge  necessary ;  and  they  were  directed,  when  of  sufficient  ability,  to  "erect  a 
large,  decent  building,  sufficient  to  accommodate  at  least  fifty  scholars  with  boarding,  be- 
sides the  master  and  his  family,"  unless  the  trustees  should  determine  that  the  design  of 
the  institution  "  may  be  better  promoted  by  the  scholars'  boarding  in  private  families, 
and  by  some  other  improvement  of  the  interest  of  the  seminary." 

The  founders  reserved  to  themselves  during  their  lives  the  authority,  jointly,  "  to  make 
any  special  rules  for  the  perpetual  government  of  this  institution,"  which  were  to  be 
equally  binding  with  the  rules  and  conditions  above  described,  provided  they  should  not 
be  suljversive  of  the  design  expressed  m  the  instrument  of  trust. 

The  duties  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer  were  defined.  The  records  were  to  be  open  for  public 
inspection,  and  the  treasurer  was  required  to  give  bond,  in  the  obligatory  part  of  which,  as 
well  as  in  the  condition,  the  purposes  of  the  trust  were  to  be  expressed;  and  he  was  re- 
quired to  give  duplicate  receipts,  countersigned  by  one  of  the  trustees,  for  all  moneys  re- 
ceived by  him  ;  one  of  which  receipts  was  to  be  lodged  with  such  member  of  the  board  as 
the  trustees  should  direct. 

The  instrument  of  trust  was  acknowledged  by  John  Phillips,  Oct.  13,  1791 ;  but  Samuel 
Phillips,  dying  without  having  acktrowledged  the  same,  his  heir  and  administrator,  Sam- 
uel Phillips,  junior,  on  the  13th  of  July,  1793,  released  to  the  trustees  his  interest  in  the 
trust  estate,  and  this  release,  and  the  original  deed  of  trust,  were  recorded  together.* 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  under  the  deed,  Rev.  Jonathan  French  was  chosen 
clerk,  Hon.  Samuel  Phillips  was  chosen  president  and  Mr.  Nehemiah  Abbott  was  chosen 
treasurer ;  the  name  of  "  Phillips  School  "  was  chosen  for  the  seminary ;  and  the  founders 
appointed  Mr.  Eliphalet  Pearson  the  first  instructor,  under  the  title  of  "preceptor,"  who 
continued  in  office  until  1786,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Ebenezer  Pemberton. 

At  this  meeting,  also,  the  number  of  scholars  was  limited  to  thirty,  on  account  of"  the 
present  state  of  the  preceptor's  health  "  (which  number  was  not  to  be  exceeded  until  en- 
larged by  permission  of  a  committee  chosen  for  the  purpose) ;  and  two  annual  vacations, 
each  of  three  weeks  duration,  were  appointed,  to  conmience,  respectivelj%  on  the  third 
Wednesday  of  April  and  October.  On  the  day  following  (to  which  this  meeting  was  ad- 
journed), the  preceptor's  compensation  was  fixed  at  eighty  pounds  a  year,  salary,  and 
'"the  improvement  of  the  two  places  belonging  to  the  school,  situate  in  Andover:"  Mr. 
Joseph  Mottcy  was  chosen  assistant  ])reccptor,  with  an  allowance  of  "twenty  dollars  per 
month,  for  two  months";  and  votes  were  passed  regulating  the  admission  of  pupils,  by 
which  preference  was  to  be  given  to  "  those  who  are  to  be  instructed  in  the  learned  lan- 
guages," and  if  after  one  month  the  prescribed  number  of  admissions  was  not  completed, 
pupils  in  "reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  etc.,  only,"  were  to  be  admitted.  In  case 
admitted  candidates  should  neglect  to  attend  for  one  month,  without  sufficient  cause,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  preceptor,  their  places  were  to  be  deemed  vacant  and  to  be  tilled 
according  to  the  foregoing  rules.  In  all  cases  the  applicants  were  to  bo  admitted  accord- 
ing to  the  date  of  their  respective  applications.  Incorrigibly  vicious  pupils,  whose  con- 
tinuance at  the  school  "may  be  dangerous  to  the  morals  of  the  other  scholars,  or  incon- 
sistent with  the  good  government  of  the  seminary,"  were  to  be  expelled  and  never  read- 
mitted.   The  necessity  of  expulsion  was  to  be  determined  by  a  standing  committee  of  the 

*  Essex  Begistry  of  Deeds,  for  tfae  Boutbern  District,  book  166,  leaves  192-195,  inclusive. 
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trustees,  of  which  two,  at  least,  were  to  be  present  with  the  preceptor,  at  the  expulsion, 
which  was  to  be  made  by  the  preceptor,  "  in  the  schoolhouse,  in  the  presence  of  the 
scholars." 

It  was  also  voted  that  no  public  house  should  be  licensed  to  keep  boarders  belonging  to 
the  school,  and  a  list  of  persons  was  prepared,  to  whom  the  trustees  granted  such  licenses, 
to  be  in  force  until  the  next  meeting,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  license  other 
houses,  and  to  revoke  licenses,  in  the  mean  time. 

The  penalty  of  the  treasurer's  bond  was  fixed  at  £1,000,*  and  he  was  empowered  to  dis- 
pose, at  his  discretion,  of  the  rents  accruing  from  the  school  lands  not  in  Andover. 

A  committee  was  appointed  "  to  make  application  to  the  General  Court  for  a  number  of 
books  belonging  to  the  estates  of  the  absentees,  for  the  use  of  the  school." 

On  the  24th  of  June,  the  committee  for  enlarging  the  school,  voted  to  allow  the  pre- 
ceptor to  increase  the  number  of  scholars  to  thirty-five,  forty,  or  forty-five,  at  his  discre- 
tion, and,  five  months  later,  the  number  was  increased  to  sixty. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  an  assessment  was  laid  equally  upon  all  the  scholars,  for  the 
past  and  future  support  of  the  assistant,  "  purchasing  firewood,  and  other  incidental 
occasions",  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  apportion  the  same. 

The  first  visitation  of  the  school  was  on  the  8th  of  October,  1778.  The  proceedings  of 
the  visitors  are  thus  summed  up  in  the  record  "  *  *  *  heard  them  [the  pupils]  con- 
strue &c.,  &  examined  their  writing.  —  The  Hevd  M^_  Stearnes  addressed  the  School  in 
the  name  of  the  Trustees,  and  closed  with  prayer." 

On  that  day,  also,  Mr.  Mottey  having  declined  to  continue  in  the  office  of  assistant, 
longer  than  until  the  ensuing  vacation,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  engage  another 
assistant,  and  to  agree  with  him  upon  the  terms  of  his  service  until  the  next  general 
meeting. 

At  the  same  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed  to  procure  the  conveyance  of  the  trust 
lands  the  titles  to  which  were  defective.  The  erection  of  out-buildings  was  ordered,  and 
a  committee  was  chosen  to  provide  firewood  for  the  school.  The  following  votes  were 
then  passed :  — 

♦'Voted,  — the  Hon.  William  Phillips,  Oliver  Wendell  Esqf  John  Lowell  Esqr_of 
Boston,  &  Mf_  Samuel  Phillips  of  Andover,  be  a  committee  in  the  name  of  the  Trustees 
of  Phillips  School  in  said  Andover,  to  make  application  to  the  Gen'_,  Court  for  an  act  of 
Incorporation. — 

Voted,  that  the  time  for  making  application  for  said  act  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
committee." — Academy  Records,  vol.  1. 

The  trustees  then  voted  to  prepare  a  list  of  books  proper  for  the  use  of  the  school,  to 
take  action  with  regard  to  the  planting  of  locust  trees  and  fruit  trees,  and  preparing  a 
place  for  a  garden,  and  repairing  the  buildings,  and  to  ascertain  more  particularly  the 
state  of  the  school  funds,  and  the  current  yearly  income. 

Committees  were  also  appointed  to  purchase  and  sell  lands,  and  "  to  procure  a  bell  for 
the  ifse  of  the  school." 

Annual  meetings  were  held  April  20,  1779,  and  April  18,  1780,  each  of  which  was  con- 
tinued by  adjournment  to  the  day  following;  and  the  latter  continued  through  thi-ee 
successive  days. 

At  the  first  of  these  meetings  the  committee  appointed  to  apply  to  the  General  Court  for 
an  act  of  incorporation,  not  having  "  completed  that  business,"  was  continued ;  and  it  was 
"  voted  that  the  same  committee  be  empowered  to  change  the  name  of  the  seminary  from 
Phillips  School  to  that  of  Phillips  Academy ;  and  the  title  of  the  principal  instructor  from 
Preceptor  to  Rector;  provided  it  may  be  done  without  giving  ofience."  It  was  also 
"  voted,  that,  if  an  act  of  incorporation  should  be  obtained,  and  there  may  be  liberty  for 
it,  that  it  may  be  inserted  that  the  number  of  the  trustees  shall  not  exceed  thirteen,  nor  Ije 
less  than  eleven."  t 

The  committee  appointed  to  procure  a  bell,  then  reported  that  they  had  borrowed  one  of 
Mr.  Hooper,  of  Ncwburyport,  to  he  used  until  "he  should  call  for  it."];  The  clerk  pre- 
sented the  board  with  a  book  in  which  to  record  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  trustees ; 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  furnish  the  clerk,  treasurer  and  school,  with  proper 
books  for  recording  accounts,  donations,  expenditures,  etc. 

The  other  business  of  importance  transacted  at  tnis  meeting  was  as  follows :  the 
treasurer's  duplicate  receipts  were  ordered  to  be  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  trustees,  for 
the  time  being;  the  second  visitation  was  had,  at  which  the  trustees  examined  the  writing 
of  the  pupils,  "heard  them  construe  and  parse,  and  speak  several  pieces  in  English,  and 
perform  an  excellent  piece  of  music;"  thanks  were  voted  "to  Capt.  W^yer  for  the  use 
of  his  gloljcs,"  and  a  vote  for  soliciting  the  loan  of  l)ooks  was  passed ;  the  salary  of 
Mr.  Pearson  for  the  ensuing  year  was  fixed  at  one-half  the  expense  of  his  board,  and  Mr. 
Foot  was  "  allowed  twenty-four  poimds  per  montb  (lunar  months),  and  his  board,  when 
boarding  was  ten  dollars  per  week  ^,  and  either  more  or  less,  in  ijroportion  to  the  rise  or 
fall  of  the  price  of  boarding." 

At  the  next  annual  meeting,  April  17,  1780,  the  school  was  again  visited,,  and  an  assess- 
ment was  voted  to  be  laid  on  the  pnpils  for  part  of  the  support  of  the  preceptor  and 
assistant,  in  consequence  of  the  "  state  of  the  currency  and  the  enlarged  plan  of  the  insti- 
tution." From  this  assessment,  which  it  was  believed  would  not  exceed  the  sum  of  "  two 
dollars  and  an-half,  hard  money,"  for  each  scholar,  per  quarter,  such  scholars  were 
to  be  exempted  as  a  committee  chosen  for  that  purpose,  should  determine;  and  notice  of 

*  This  W88  changed  April  19,  1780,  to  £600,  sterling. 

t  This  latter  vote  was  rep(^^le^I  at  the  adjournment  of  the  annual  meeting,  held  on  the  next  day. 

1  This  bell  was  subsequeiiUy  presented  to  the  school,  by  Mr.  Hooper. 

%  In  depreciated  bills  of  credit. 
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the  assessment  was  voted  to  be  given  the  parents  of  the  scholars,  who  were  to  be  requested 
to  give  speedy  notice  in  case  "  they  do  not  design  their  children  shall  return,  that  their 
places  may  be  supplied."  It  was  also  voted  to  require  of  the  parents  security  for  the 
payment  of  assessments. 

A  committee  to  take  measures  to  enlarge  the  funds  and  increase  the  income  of  the 
school,  was  appointed,  and  it  was  voted  to  have  two  weeks  vacation  "  to  commence  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  July." 

The  minimum  age  of  admission  was  fixed  at  eight  years,  to  which  some  special  excep- 
tions were  allowed. 

Tl^e  committees  on  curing  defects  of  title,  and  procming  an'act  of  incorporation,  reported 
that  they  had  not  completed  the  business  assigned  them. 

A  fine  of  one  shilling,  sterling,  for  every  day's  absence  was  to  be  paid  by  every  scholar 
absent,  without  leave,  with  his  parents'  knowledge,  and  who  should  return  without  a 
satisfactory  excuse  for  his  absence.  In  such  case  no  deduction  was  to  be  made  from  the 
regular  school  dues.  Six  weeks'  previous  notice  to  the  preceptor  was  required  of  every 
scholar  intending  to  leave  the  school.  No  scholar  boarding  in  town  was  to  change  his 
lioarding-placo  without  first  informing  the  preceptor. 

At  tills  meeting,  also,  it  was,  "  voted  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  trustees  living  In  town,  be 
a  committee  to  act  in  cases  of  exigency,  in  the  recess  of  the  tmst;  "  and  "that  the  school 
shall  he  vi.-iited,  by  those  gentlemen  of  the  trustees  who  can  conveniently  attend  upon  it,  on 
the  first  Wednesday  in  July,  and  second  ^Vednesday  in  October,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon." The  following  memorandum  was  made :  "  The  trustees  excuse  the  clerk  from  the 
trouble  of  notifying  the  meml)ers  of  their  annual  meetings." 

This  was  the  last  recorded  meeting  of  the  trustees  before  the  academy  was  incorpo- 
rated. 

The  petition  for  an  act  of  incorporation  has  not  been  found  in  the  state  archives.  It 
appears,  from  the  journal  of  the  House,  that  it  was  read  in  that  branch,  .Sept.  29,  1780,  and 
a  vote  thereon  passed,  granting  the  prayer  thereof  and  giving  the  petitioners  leave  to 
bring  in  a  liill  for  that  purpose."  Accordingly,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time, 
the  next  day,  and,  on  the  3d  of  October,  it  was  read  a  second  and  a  thii-d  time,  passed  to 
be  engrossed,  and  sent  up,  for  conciu'rence,  to  the  Council,  where  it  was  read  a  tirst  time, 
on  the  same  day,  and  a  conference  appointed  thereon,  consisting  of  John  Pitts  and  Joseph 
Dorr,  of  that  board,  and  Messrs.  Lowell  and  Phillips,  of  the  House,  who,  on  the  4th, 
reported,  in  the  House,  an  amendment  of  tiie  8th  section  of  the  bill,  by  which  the  limit  of 
the  annual  income  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  trust,  respectively,  was  reduced  to 
the  amounts  fixed  by  the  act,  being  one-half  the  amounts  originally  reported  in  the  bill. 
This  report  was  immediately  accepted  by  both  branches,  and  the  bill  was  amended 
accordingly,  and,  on  the  same  day,  was  passed  to  be  enacted,  and  was  signed  by  twelve 
of  the  Council,  although  the  consent  of  fifteen  councillors  is  recorded. 

Several  unimportant  interlineations  and  alterations  were  made  in  the  original  draught 
of  the  bill,  which,  however,  passed  without  any  substantial  change,  except  as  above  stated 
and  the  further  changes  made  by  striking  out  the  words  "  and  visitors,"  from  the 
name  of  the  corporation,  substituting  "  seven,"  for  "  eleven,"  as  the  minimum  number  of 
trustees,  and  adding  the  first  clause  of  the  sixth  section,  respecting  a  quorum  and  the 
votes. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  corporation  wos  held  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Phillips,  junior, 
in  Andovcr,  Aug.  16,  1781.  Rev.  Jonathan  French  was  chosen  clerk,  Hon.  Samuel  Phil- 
lips president,  and  Mr  Nehemiah  Abbot,  treasurer. '  At  this  meeting  the  first  visitation  of 
the  school,  under  the  charter,  was  had,  and  Mr.  Stearns,  one  of  the  trustees,  resigned  his 
office. 

On  the  next  day,  the  trustees  appointed  Messrs.  Lowell,  Wendell  and  Pearson,  a  com- 
miitee,  "  to  devise  and  procure  a  seal  for  the  Academy." 

In  the  mean  tunc  a  temporary  seal  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote :  — 

"Voted,  that  a  cornelian  seal,  being  a  man's  head,  which  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
treasurer,  I)e  considered,  &  used,  as  the  seal  of  the  Academy  untill  another  be  adopted  in 
it's  stead."  —  Ibid.,  p.  45. 

At  a  later  date,  the  seal  still  used  by  the  Academy  was  adopted,  as  appears  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote :  — 

"  Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Trustees  be  given  to  the  HonMe  Oliver  Wendell,  &  John 
Lowell,  Esq";  for  the  Donation  of  a  seal  for  the  Academy."  —  Ibid.,  p.  50. 

The  device  of  this  seal  was  a  beehive  and  flowers,  about  which  hovered  bees,  beneath  a 
beaming  sun  inscribed,  "  non  sibi  :  "  under  this  device,  a  scroll,  bearing  the  motto,  finis 
ouiGiNE  PENDET.  The  wholc  circumscribcd  with  the  legend,  Sigil.  Phillip.  Acad. 
Andov.  MDCCLXXVIII. 

Chap.  16.  Daring  the  recess  of  the  General  Court  after  the  first  prorogation,  the  presi- 
dent ol  the  Council  received  a  letter  from  William  Greene,  governor  of  Rhode  Island, 
conveying  the  information  that  a  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull  of  (Connecticut,  propos- 
ing a  convention  of  committees  from  the  several  New-England  states,  to  be  held  at 
Boston,  "  to  confer  on  very  important  measures  therein  proposed,"  had  been  laid  by  him 
before  the  general  assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  "  who  unanimously  concurred  with  the 
proposal,"  and  requested  him  to  write  to  President  Powell  recommending  the  concurrence 
of  Massachusetts  and  to  ask  Powell  "  to  write  to  the  president  and  council  of  New 
Hampshire,  on  this  neces.sary  measure."  The  date  of  Trumbull's  letter  was  July  14th, 
that  of  Greene,  July  20th,  and  the  time  suggested  for  the  convention  was  July  26th. 

Col.  Eliphalet  Dyer  of  Connecticut  reached  Boston,  and  was  admitted  to  the  council 
chamber,  on  Satnrday,  the  22d,  when,  after  a  conference  and  the  production  of  his  creden- 
tials as  a  delegate  to  the  proposed  convention,  he  was  informed  that  the  Board  would  take 
the  matter  "  into  consideration,  and  appoint  a  committee  for  the  purpose." 


1460  Province  Laws.  — 1780.  [Notes.] 

[EEVOLUTIONARY  PERIOD  —  *' STATE."] 

On  Monday,  tlic  24th,  Thomas  Gushing,  Nathaniel  Gorham  and  John  Lowell  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  meet  and  confer  with  Col.  Dj'er,  "  upon  the  subject-matter  of 
cooperating  with  the  New-England  states  in  order  to  settle  a  uniform  plan  respecting 
supplies  for  the  army ;  and  Thomas  Cashing  was  directed  to  draught  an  order  for  this 
pui-pose,  and  report." 

Accordingly,  the  following  order  was  forthwith  reported,  read  and  accepted:  —    - 
"  Council  Chamber  July  24  1780 

Ordered  that  Ths  Gushing  Nath'^  Gorham  &  J.  Lowell  be  &  hereby  are  appointed  to 
meet  &  Confer  with  such  Commissioners  as  the  States  of  Connecticut  Rhode  Island  & 
Providence  Plantations  &  New  Hampshire  or  either  uf  them  have  or  may  appoint  to  Consult 
&  advise  on  all  such  Business  and  affairs  as  shall  be  brought  under  Consideration  relative 
to  the  war  &  to  promote  &  forward  the  most  Vigorous  Exertions  of  the  present  Campaign 
and  to  Cultivate  a  good  understanding  &  procure  a  generous  treatment  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  our  great  &  generous  Ally  &  make  report  thereof  accordingly."  —  Mass.  Archives, 
vol.  176,  p.  557. 

At  the  same  time,  the  draught  of  a  letter,  to  be  sent  "  to  the  states  of  Rhode  Island  and 
New  Hampshire,  inviting  them  to  adopt  the  measures  "  proposed  by  the  state  of  Connect- 
icut, was  reported  by  Gushing,  in  accordance  with  an  order  of  the  Board,  and  was  read 
and  accepted,  as  follows :  — 

"  Council  Chamber  July  24th  1730 
Sir 

Gol  Dyer  of  Connecticut  arrived  here  last  Week  appointed  by  that  State  to  meet  in  this 
Town  &  confer  with  such  Commissioners  as  might  be  appointed  by  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  your  State  &  this  to  consult  &  advise  in  all  such  Business  &  affairs  as  shall  be 
brought  under  Consideration  relative  to  the  War  &  to  promote  &  forward  the  most  vig- 
orous Exertions  of  the  present  Campaign  &  to  cultivate  a  good  Understanding  &  procure 
a  generous  Treatment  of  the  Officers  &  Men  of  our  great  &  generous  Ally  ik  make  report 
thereof  accordingly  —  Col  Dyer  informs  us  that  in  Consequence  of  this  Appointment  a 
Letter  was  forwarded  by  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  to  the  Governor  of  Khode  Island 
inclosing  Letters  to  your  State  &  to  this  giving  them  Information  of  this  Business  & 
inviting  us  to  join  in  the  Measure  as  the  Letter  to  us  is  not  received  he  concludes  that  by 
some  Accident  the  Dispatches  must  have  failed  reaching  Rhode  Island —  the  Council  of 
this  State  have  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  Purposes  aforesaid  deeming  the  Subject 
to  be  of  great  &  pressing  Necessity  &  they  with  Col  Dyer  have  agreed  to  meet  again  on 
Wednesday  the  Second  of  August  next  at  four  oClock  in  the  afternoon,  we  earnestly  wish 
your  Council  of  safety  or  supreme  Executive  (if  your  Legislative  Body  ai'C  not  convened) 
would  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  at  that  Time  for  the  same  End  &  that  they  would 
endeavour  punctually  to  attend  as  the  Business  ought  not  to  be  delayed  — 
In  the  name  &  behalf  of  the  Council 
Presid*.    of  Council  of  State  of  New  Hampshire." —  Ibid.,  vol  202,  p.  368. 

To  meet  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  the  committee  of  safety  of 
New  Hampshire  appointed  John  Langdon ;  and  the  general  assembly  of  Rhode  Island, 
appointed  William  Bradford,  who,  however,  failed  to  appear.  Before  the  convention  met 
Governor  Trumbull  appointed  Jesse  Root,  *  in  the  place  of  Col.  Dyer.  The  commissions 
of  all  the  delegates  agreed,  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  convention,  substantially,  with  the 
order  appointing  the  Massachusetts  delegates. 

The  convention  met  on  the  third  of  August,  and  after  choosing  Thomas  Gushing  presi- 
dent, and  Henry  Alline,  clerk,  it  sat  from  day  to  day  until  the  9th,  when  fourteen  resolves 
were  agreed  upon,  the  fifth  of  which  appears  in  the  note  to  chapter  4,  ante.  Of  the  rest  of 
these  resolves,  three  were  as  follows :  — 

"  6.  It  is  Considered  to  be  of  great  importance  that  the  Old  Continental  Bills  should  be 
Sunk  agreable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  in  order  to  Support  the  Public  Credit;  and 
that  all  the  States  should  adopt  effectual  measures  for  that  purpose  — 

Therefore  Resolved  to  Recommend  to  our  resijcctive  States  to  Sink  the  Quota  of  said 
Bills  Assigned  them,  by  Taxation  as  far  as  possible;  and  m  case  the  whole  cannot  be 
Sunk  within  the  time  limited,  by  that  means,  that  the  States  employ  such  other  effectual 
measures  for  the  purpose  as  shall  be  most  agreable  to  them.  — 

That  each  State  immediately  inform  Congress  of  the  measures  they  have  taken  :  which 
were  adopted  in  full  Confidence  and  Expectation  of  the  other  States  complying  with  the 
Resolution  of  Congress  which  will  be  rendered  extensively  beneficial,  only  by  the  Coop- 
eration of  all,  and  may  be  totally  defeated  by  the  Failure  of  any. 

7*  Resolved,  to  Recommend  to  each  of  these  States  as  a  necessary  means  to  Support- 
the  credit  of  the  new  Bills;  immediately  to  Establish  Funds  for  Sinking  annually  at  least. 
One  Sixth  part  of  the  Bills  they  shallTemit  pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  and 
that  the  Tax  for  raising  a  Fund  for  the  first  year  be  paid  in  Silver  and  Gold  or  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Country —  The  other  five  years  to  be  paid  in  Silver  &  Gold  or  the  Specific 
Bills,  not  to  be  reissued  —  that  the  Credit  of  the  paper  Bills  may  rest  upon  the  Funds  pro- 
vided for  their  redemption,  As  in  our  opinion.  Every  Attempt  to  Support  their  credit  by 
forcing  them  into  circulation  tends  to  defeat  the  purpose,  and  to  depreciate  them.  — 

Si-h  Resolved,  to  Recommend  to  the  States  aforesaid,  not  to  Emit  any  more  Bills  on 
their  own  particular  credit  —  and  in  no  case  to  have  in  circulation,  at  anyone  time,  of  both 
State  &  new  Continental  Bills  more  than  the  Quantity  Assigned  them  by  the  Resolution 
of  Congress."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  144,  p.  143. 

In  accordance  with  the  final  resolve,  *'  the  proceedings  of  this  convention  "  were  sent  to 

*  July  29,  1780. 
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the  states  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  York,*  witli  a  letter  from  the  president,  desiring 
their  concurrence  in  the  measures  agreed  upon,  "  if  thej-  approve  tliorcof." 

The  Assembly  convened  in  a  second  wession,  on  the  7tli  of  September,  and  the  Council, 
in  their  opening  message,  submitted  to  the  House  the  report  of  the  convention,  earnestly 
recommending  the  suliject-matter  thereof  to  their  consideration,  and  expressing  the  hope 
that  no  time  would  be  lost  in  adopting  the  measures  therein  proposed,  if  approved  by  the 
House. 

On  the  12th,  some  of  the  resolutions  of  the  convention  relating  to  Massachusetts  soldiers 
belonging  to  the  army,  and  to  the  articles  of  confederation  then  i)ending  in  Congress, 
were  referred  to  connnittees.  The  matter  of  the  currency,  however,  had  already  been 
taken  up  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  when  a  committee,  consisting  of  John  Picker- 
ing, junior,  George  Partridge  and  John  Grecnough,  was  appointed,  "  to  consider  the  ne- 
cessity and  expediency  of  assessing  the  remainder  of  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental 
money."  The  report  of  this  committee  was  probably  not  written,  since  no  trace  of  such  a 
report  has  been  discovered;  but  on  the  same  day,  pr"esumal)ly  in  accordance  with  the  rec- 
ommendation of  this  committee,  another  comniittce,  consisting  of  Ezra  Sargeant,  Thomas 
Crane,  and  Jonathan  Brown  of  Walcitown,  was  ai)pointcd,  "  to  brins  in  a  tax  act  for  as- 
sessing the  remainder  of  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental  money." 

Before  this  committee  had  reported,  the  following  resolves  of  Congress,  passed  sixteen 
days  after  the  date  of  the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the  Boston  convention,  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  president  of  the  Council,  together  with  a  circular  letter,  dated,  at  Philadel- 
phia, Sept.  2,  1780,  l)y  Samuel  Huntingtoi^  president  of  Congress :  — 

"  llesolved,  That  it  bo  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to  take  the  most 
speedy  and  etfectual  measures  in  their  power  for  drawing  in  their  respective  quotas  of  the 
continental  bills  of  credit,  to  be  destroyed,  cither  by  a  tax  to  be  collected  immediately  or 
by  exchanging  for  them  new  bills  to  be  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March 
last,  at  a  rate  not  less  than  forty  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter,  so  that  the  whole  of 
the  said  new  bills  may  be  issued : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to  raise  by  taxes,  payable  in  the  bills 
emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  aforcaid,  or  in  specie,  their  respective  quotas  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  agreeable  to  the  apportionment  of  October  7th,  1779,  and  jiay  the  same 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible,  the  payment  to  be  fully  com- 
pleated  by  the  last  day  of  December  next,  each  state  to  be  allowed  interest  for  the  same, 
from  the  time  it  is  paid,  to  be  hereafter  .adjusted,  according  to  a  resolution  of  October  6th, 
1779: 

That  major  general  Greene,  late  quartermaster  general,  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  late 
commissary  general  of  purchases,  and  the  present  coniniissary  general  of  purchases,  re- 
spectively, render  an  account  to  the  board  of  treasury,  of  the  amount  of  the  monies  due 
from  them,  on  certificates  or  otherwise,  on  public  account,  specifying  the  sum  due  in  each 
state,  in  order  that  warrants  may  issue  in  their  favour  on  the  treasurers  of  such  states, 
for  payment  ot  the  same,  out  of  the  monies  to  be  collected  for  the  United  States  as 
aforesaid,  which  warrants  being  paid,  shall  be  accepted  by  the  treasurer,  toward  such 
slate's  quota  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid;  and  it  is  further  recommended  to 
such  states,  to  provide,  that  the  certificates  of  the  said  quartermaster  and  commissaries, 
and  those  who  purchased  under  them,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said  taxes,  to  the 
amount  of  such  warrants,  under  proper  regulations,  for  preventing  fraud. 

And  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  depreciation  in  the  bills  to  lie  emitted  agreeably  to 
the  act  of  the  18th  of  March  aforesaid,  that  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  totho 
several  states,  not  to  issue  bills  ot  credit  for  a  currency  on  any  consideration  whatever,  to 
a  greater  amount  than  their  respective  quotas  of  the  new  bills  stated  in  the  act  aforesaid ; 
and  that  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  any  of  the  states  since  the  first  day  of  January 
last,  and  redeemable  in  specie  at  par,  bo  considered  as  part  of  the  proportion  of  the 
money  reserved  by  the  said  act  of  the  18th  of  March,  to  the  use  of  the  state."  —  Journals 
of  Congress :  Aitg.  26,  1780. 

The  letter  was,  nniinly,  a  recapitulation  of  the  substance  of  the  accompanying  resolves; 
and  both  the  letter  and  resolves,  with  other  letters  and  papers  from  the  same  source,  were 
promptly  sent  down  to  the  House,  Sept.  13,  1780. 

A  joint  committee  consisting  of  George  Partridge,  Moses  Little  and  Samuel  Ward,  of 
the  House,  and  Nathan  Gushing  and  Stephen  Ohoate,  of  the  Council,  was  appointed,  to 
take  these  papers  "into  consideration,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon." 
On  the  16th,  this  conunittee  reported  in  Council:  — 

"  That  agreeable  to  a  Recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  26'h,  August  last,  a  Tax  of 
£1.'18,000  be  levied  on  the  Poles  &  Estates  within  this  State  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
this  State,  on  or  before  the  last  Day  of  December  next,  in  the  New  Bills  of  the  United 
States  emitted  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  18'h,  of  March  last,  or  in  Specie  — 
And  that  the  Certificates  of  the  Quarter  Master  General  &  Commissary  General  or  those 
who  purchase  under  them  be  received  in  payment  of  said  Tax—  And  that  a  Bill  be 
brought  in  for  the  purposes  aforesaid."  t 

On  the  21st,  the  bill  of  this  chapter  was  read  a  first  time  in  the  House,  and  on  the  ^5th 
it  was  read  a  second  time,  and  conmiitted  to  Dwight  Foster,  Azor  Ornc  and  Jonathan 
Glover,  who,  on  the  next  day,  reported  an  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  27th 
was  assigned  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  on  the  day 
appointed,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  for  concurrence. 
In  the  CouncU  it  was  read  a  first  time,  on  the  27th,  and  a  second  time,  (m  the  29th,  when 
it  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  to  be  engrossed.  On  the  30th,  it  was  passed  to  be  enacted, 
by  both  branches,  and  was  signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

■  *  The  copy  sent  to  Qeorfje  Clinton,  governor  of  New  York,  was  printed  in  1867,  with  nn  intro- 
duction  and  notes  by  Franklin  \i.  Hough.  The  copy  reported  to  the  Council  of  MassaebusettB,  is 
Jn  Maea.  Archives,  vol.  144,  pp.  137  to  147,  Inclusive.  |  House  Journal. 
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The  loss  of  the  original  bill,  leaves  no  known  record  by  which  it  is  possible  to  determine 
the  nature  of  the  amendments  above  mentioned,  or  to  discover  the  interlocutory  details 
such  as  usually  attend  the  passage  of  all  bills,  but  which,  though  frequently  important, 
were,  according  to  practice,  minuted  only  upon  the  bill. 

Abatements  of  the  tax  laid  by  this  chapter  were  made  in  sundry  instances,  the  chief  of 
which  are  given  below. 

A  particular  account  of  the  "  address  and  petition  "  from  the  town  of  Hancock,  upon  4 
which  the  resolve  of  June  21,  1780  was  passed  al)ating  one-third  of  the  taxes  set  on  that 
town  to  that  date,  since  the  last  valuation,  is  given  in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  49,  p. 
1388,  a7ite.  Another  petition  was  presented  in  the  secohd  session,  by  .Saiuuel  Hand,  in 
behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  expressing  their  disappointment  that  the  resolve  of 
the  previous  session  did  not  extend  to  all  taxes  laid  or  to  be  laid  according  to  the  last  val- 
uation, and  praying  the  General  Assembly  "  further  to  explain  the  design  of  said  resolve, 
and  extend  the  abatement  to  all  taxes  that  shall  be  made  upon  the  town  by  that  valuation." 
On  the  day  upon  which  this  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  the  following  resolve*  Avas 
passed :  — 

"  State  of  Massa  Bay    In  the  House  of  Representatives  Gcf.  4tJ'  1780 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hand  in  Behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hancock 

Resolved  That  one  third  part  of  all  the  Taxes  that  have  been  or  may  be  levied  on  said 
Town  according  to  the  last  Valuation  be  abated  for  Reasons  set  forth  in  said  Petition  and 
the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  said  Town  of  Hancock  accordingly  — 
Sent  up  for  Concm-rence  John  Hancock    Spk'' 

In  Council  Ocf.  4.'  1780    Read  &  Concuited  John  Avery    D  SeJ" 

Consented  to" —  [Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council].  —  Ibid.,  vol.  229,  p.  385. 

The  towns  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  had  been  empowered,  by  the  resolve  of  May  5,  1780, 
to  abate  £15,000  of  the  sum  set  upon  that  county  in  the  tax  acts  since  Sept.  1,  1779,  and  to 
apportion  this  abatement  among  the  towns  in  such  manner  as  they,  by  their  agents,  in  con- 
vention, should  deem  equitable.  This  is  shown  in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  49,  p.  1386, 
ante,  where  also  is  given  the  resolve  of  Sept.  12,  1780,  for  abating  the  tax  on  the  plantation 
of  Lewiston,  in  that  county. 

In  the  note  to  chapter  30  of  the  same  year,  p.  1311,  ante,  reference  is  made  to  the  note  to 
.  the  present  chapter,  as  showing  the  relief  incidentally  granted  to  tbe  inhabitants  of  Cam- 
den, who  had  contributed  to  the  taxes  laid  upon  the  adjoining  town  of  Thomaston.  The 
resolve  given  below,  which  was  passed  in  answer  to  the  following  petition,  made  sufficient 
allowance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Thomaston,  to  enable  them  to  satisfactorily 
ease  the  iiurden  of  their  impoverished  neighbors  :  — 

"  To  the  Honbie  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  October  1780 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Thomaston  in  the  County  of 
Lincoln,  Humbly  sheweth 

That  your  Petitioners  loth  to  complain,  loth  to  ask  Relief,  have  endeavoured  with 
Patience  to  bear  the  Burden  (and  as  we  apprehend  much  more  than  oui-  Pro|iortion  all 
Circumstances  considered)  of  the  common  Calamity  of  the  War,  in  hope  that  through  the 
good  Hand  of  Providence  in  Tune  we  might  oljtain  Relief ;  but  pressing  Necessity  now 
urgeth,  and  our  Duty  to  your  Honors,  and  ourselves  urgeth  that  we  make  known  the  true 
State  of  our  Circumstances  and  our  Wants :  Being  one  of  the  most  eastern  incorporated 
Towns  in  the  Commonwealth 

Cm'  Circumstances  are  these,  to  wit.  Our  Settlements  in  general  new,  much  younger 
than  those  in  Camden  (who  have  already  had  Supplies  fi-omthe  General  Com-t)  or  the  Set- 
tlements further  east ;  there  behig  but  three  Farms  in  the  whole  Town  that  have  been  set- 
tled above  eighteen  years,  and  but  six  others  that  have  been  settled  above  seven  years ; 
consequently  our  Improvements  and  Cidtivations  on  the  Land  are  but  small 

We  have  paid  large  Sums  of  INIoney  in  hiring  men  to  compleat  the  Draughts  that  have 
been  made  iyom.  us  for  the  Army  (which  has  draiii'd  us  of  Money)  and  these  together  with 
those  that  have  voluntarily  inUsted  them  selves,  has  so  ch-ahied  us  of  men  that  we  have 
now  not  more  than  one  to  a  Family  left  (a  few  Boys  excepted) 

We  are  also  constantly  han-ascd  by  the  Garrison  &  Squardron  of  the  Enemy  posted  at 
Majorbagaduce,  we  are  obliged  to  be  ever  on  the  watch,  often  under  Anns,  and  run  on 
every  Alarm,  which  takes  up  great  part  of  our  Time ;  and  our  Sea  Coasts  without  any 
material  Protection,  are  constantly  exposed  to  their  Cruisers,  who  capture  many  of  our 
small  Craft  sent  out  a  fishing,  and  "oblige  others  to  fly  to  the  Land  for  Safety,  cuts  very 
short  our  Supplies  from  that  Quarter.    And  lastly,  to  add  no  more, 

We  are  taxed  by  the  Hon*^  the  General  Court  much  more  than  we  are  aljlo  to  pay,  and 
as  we  humbly  apprehend  (through  the  llon'^l^  Members  not  being  acquainted  with  our 
Circumstances)  much  higher  (if  not  altogether  more)  than  our  Proportion  compared  with 
the  other  Towns  in  the  State,  aU  Circumstances  considered. 

Our  Wants  are  the  Necessaries  of  Life,  and  the  means  of  procuring  them :  Our  De- 
pendance  for  Supplies  having  been  on  our  Lumber,  Wood,  Lime  &c.  which  we  shipped 
off,  and  procured  Necessaries  from  Boston  and  the  other  Maritime  Towns;  the  Scarsity 
and  high  Price  of  those  Necessaries  now  being  so  great,  and  the  Navigation  so  dangerous, 
that  the  Returns  we  procure,  together  with  all  we  can  laossibly  raise  upon  the  Land,  are 
scarse  stilHcicnt  to  support  our  indigent  and  growing  Families;  add  to  this  the  Losses 
already  sustained  in  our  fishing  Craft,  and  in  other  Vessels  loaded  with  Lumber  &c. 
having   been  taken  by  the  Enemy. 

And  now  our  Case  being  thus,  we  see  no  Way  that  wo  can  pay  the  heavy  Taxes  laid 
upon  us ;  and  fear,  unless  we  can  obtain  some  Relief,  many  of  us  will  be  obliged  to  leave 

*  Printed  resolves  of  tbe  September  session,  chapter  OXLII. 
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our  Habitations  (as  some  have  already  done)  and  seek  Relief  some  where  else,  and  this 
now  growing  Town,  which  with  a  little  Indulgance  may  in  time  become  a  considerable 
Addition  to  the  Commonwealth,  will  become  dissolate,   &    our  Improvements  waste. 

We  also  understand  that  there  has  been  a  considera)>Ie  Sum  abated  of  the  Taxes  laid 
on  the  other  Towns  in  this  County,  but  we  had  no  Advantage  therefrom. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  your  Honours  to  take  our  Case  under  your 
Tgise,  just  and  indulgent  Consideration,  &  grant  us  an  Abatement  of  the  whole  or  such 
Part  of  the  Taxes  laid  upon  us  as  your  Honours  in  your  know  Wisdom  and  Justice  shall 
find  proper  and  reasonable.    And  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 
Joseph  Coombs  Oliver  Robins 

Hezekiah  Bactheldeu         Isaiah  Tolman  David  Watson 

James  Orbeton  Nathi^  Fales  William  Thomson 

Jonathan  Orbeton  James  Fales  junb  Oliver  Robins  Jun« 

John  Bridges  Constant  Rankin  Hugh  Killsa 

Ricun  Kating  Isaiah  Tolman  jun  Oliver  Smith 

Israel  Jordan  Robart  Jameson  John  Rendell 

Israel  Loveitt  Jonathan  Crokit  Sam^l  Brown 

Thos  Mo   Lellan  Comfort  Barrows  James  Brown." — Ibid., 

vol.  186,  p  332. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  read  in  the  House,  Nov.  2d,  1780,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, upon  whose  report,  five  days  later,  the  following  resolve*  was  passed:  — 
"  Common  Wealth  of  Massachusetts 
In  the  House  of  Representitives  Novi"  7  1780  on  the  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Thomaston  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  Seting  forth  their  Dis- 
tressed Situation  on  account  of  the  Enimy  in  that  Quarter  whereby  their  usual  Supplies 
are  in  a  Manner  cut  of:  which  Renders  Many  of  the  Inhabitants  uterly  unable  to  Pay 
their  Taxis  at  Present, 

Therefore  Resolve  that  the  one  Moiety  or  half  Part  of  all  the  Taxis  Set  to  the  Said 
Town  of  Thomaston  Since  the  first  Day  of  May  Last  be  abated :  and  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Common  Wealth  be  and  he  hereby  is  Directed  to  Suspend  the  Calling  on  Said  Town 
for  more  then  the  one  half  of  the  afore  Said  Taxis  A  '  untill  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court' — 

Read  &  accepted    Sent  up  for  concurrence  Caleb  Davis    Speaker 

In  Senate  Nov.  7'.'^  1780  Read  &  Concurred  with  the  following  amendment  at  A  viz 
dele  the  words  '  untill  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court ' 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jer  :  Powell    Presi<Jl 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Nov^    7.  1780 

Read  &  concurred  Caleb  Davis    Speaker 

Approv'd    ■  John  Hancock."  — Ibid.,  p.  334. 

The  resolve  given  below,  for  abating  the  taxes  on  Fryeburg,  and  which  is  referred  to 
in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  49,  page  1389,  ante,  was  passed  upon  the  following  peti- 
tion :  — 

of'MTsTa'chtSf  *^  }  '^°  *^^®  ^°^^-  *^®  ^^^^*  ^^'^  ^°°^®  ^f  Representatives  - 
The  Petition  of  Simon  Frye  in  behalf  and  by  the  Direction  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Fryeburge,  humbly  sheweth  —  that  said  Inhabitants  were  at  great  expence  in 
looking  out  by  different  routs  for  a  road  to  said  Town  and  Clearing  Fifty  four  Miles 
through  an  uninhabited  Country  in  order  to  move  their  families  that  the  unseasoable 
Frosts  have  cut  of  their  Crops  for  many  years  so  that  they  were  obliged  to  transport  great 
part  of  their  provisions  Irom  Boston  —  that  they  were  at  great  expence  on  the  Roads  to 
Falmoth  and  Sauco  which  together  with  many  other  expences  and  Difficulties  must  have 
brok  up  tlie  Settlement  had  it  not  been  for  the  Vigorous  Exertions  of  some  of  them  and 
the  assistance  of  their  freinds  —  by  reason  of  s'J  Frosts  and  Freshets  which  have  so  free- 
qucntly  proved  hurtful  to  our  grain  we  have  scarscly  ever  been  able  to  raise  a  suffl- 
cency  thereof  for  the  Town  notwithstanding  they  have  been  obliged  to  part  with  grain  at 
some  seasons  :  for  Salt  and  other  Necessaris  it  always  is  wanted  in  the  Town  before  the 
year  comes  about — that  the  Transportation  from  Falmoth  wliich  is  the  nearest  market 
Town  (by  reason  of  the  badness  of  the  road  and  extraordinary  blocking  Snows  was  not 
less  then  five  shilling  pr  Hund^  w'.  in  lawful  silver  money  before  the  present  war  — 
that  said  Town  is  under  gi-eat  disadvantage  on  acount  or  keeping  sheep  which  is  so 
Necessary  for  Clothing  in  these  times  :  for  altlio  we  have  much  exerted  ourselves  in  that 
matter  we  are  disapointed  and  have  Suflferd  much  Loss  in  them  as  well  as  in  other  young 
Cretures,  by  reason  of  the  wild  beasts  of  the  wilderness  —  our  Plantation  being  New  and 
many  of  the  Inhabitants  very  Indigent  when  they  went  theither :  have  not  as  yet  by  far 
the  greatest  part  of  them  been  able  to  proure  themselves  Houses  comfortable  to  live  in  — 
that  their  unavoidable  Expencs  as  a  Propriety  &  a  Town  are  very  gi-eat :  these  and  many 
other  difiiculties  incident  to  new  Towns  renders  us  incapable  of  paying  so  large  a  Tax  as 
those  Towns  that  lye  better  Situate  and  more  improvd  said  Town  by  order  of  the  Honor- 
able Court  is  Assesed  —  May  15'h   1780  in  the  sum  of        .        .        .         £8400      0    0 

In  —  Oct'  24  1780  in  the  sum  of  — 8400      0    0 

In  a  silver  mony  Tax  of  the  sum  of — 108      0    0 

and  Two  Beef  Taxes  one  of  3000""  at  30/  pr    pound         .       .  5400      0    0 

another  of  691 5Lb  wt,    at  30/ pf    pound 10372-10    0 

sum  Total  of  said  stuns  is £32680.   10.  0 

including  the  Silver  mony  Tax  in  the  Value  of  Silver  — 


*  Printed  lesolrM  of  the  October  Bession,  chapter  XVni. 


14:64:  Province  Laws.  — 1780.  [Notes.] 

[revolutionary    period  —  "  STATE."] 

The  Charges  arising  in  the  Town  for  hiring  Soldiers  the  year  past  and  other  Necessary- 
Charges  is  12910  0  0  The  abovesaid  sums  yet  remain  Due  the  Town  have  not  been  Able 
to  Discharge  any  of  them  and  thinli  themselves  intirely  unalJle  to  pay  the  whole  thereof 
in  their  Circumstances  — 

Notwithstanding  our  Indigent  Circumstances  we  feel  our  selves  as  willing  to  Exert  our 
selves  for  the  surport  of  Gourenment  and  Carrying  on  the  war  as  any  people  in  the  Com- 
monwelth,  (according  to  our  Ability  —  But  we  humbly  Conceive  we  have  more  laid  upon 
us  then  our  due  proportion  with  other  Towns  Compareing  Abilities  and  Circumstances  — 
wherefore  humbly  pray  the  Honorable  Court  to  take  our  Case  into  their  Consideration 
and  malie  such  abatements  of  said  Taxes  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  just  and 
Reasonable  —  and  vour  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

Simon  Frye 
Boston  January  IS'h  1781."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  231,  p.  247. 
By  the  resolve  of  Jan.  6,  1780,  given  on  p.  1252,  ante,  the  assessors  of  Fryeburg  had 
been  "directed  to  stay  all  proceedings  upon  the  last  tax  act  [1779-80,  chapter  30.]  till  a 
revision  of  the  valuation  shall  take  place."  The  following  resolve*  now  directed  the 
treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  to  stay  execution  for  taxes  until  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court,  upon  the  condition  therein  named :  — 

"  Commonwealth  of  Massachusett    In  the  House  of  Representatives  February  16  1781 
On  the  petition  of  Simon  Fry  in  the  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Fryburgh  Setting  forth 
that  Said  Town  hath  been  taxed  a  much  larger  Sum  than  their  Equal   Proportion  by 
Reason  of  sd  Towns  beeing  Doomed  near  Double  to  what  Sd  Town  ought  to  have  Stood 
in  the  last  Valuation, 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common  Wealth  be  &  he  is  hereby 
Directed  to  Stay  his  Executions  from  the  Town  of  Fryburgh  untill  the  further  order  Of 
the  General  Court  provided  the  Sd  Town  of  Fryburgh  Pays  the  one  half  of  all  the  Taxes 
laid  on  Sd  Town  Since  The  Last  valuation  was  taken 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Caleb  Davis    Speaker 

In  Senate  February  16'J»  1781  —    Read  &  Concurred         Jer  :  Powell    Preside 
Approv'd  *  John  Hancock."  —  Ibid.,  p.  246. 

The  town  of  Washington,  which  had  been  allowed  an  abatement  of  one-third  of  the 
taxes  laid  upon  it  to  June  14,  1780,  by  the  resolve  of  that  datef,  again  applied  to  the 
Legislature,  for  further  abatement;  whereupon  the  subject  was  comniitccd  to  Jatilccl 
Woodbridge,  of  the  Senate,  and  Benjamin  Bonney  and  John  J  Bacon,  of  the  House,  to 
take  this  overtax  into  consideration,  "  and  to  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  there- 
on."   The  following  proceeding  ensued :  — 

"The  Committee  of  Both  Houses  appointed  to  Consider  the  over  Tax.>.of  the  Town  of 
Washington  have  attended  that  Service  and  beg  leave  to  Report  the  following  Resolve  — 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  In  Senate  Noveml)er  231.''  1780 
§  Whereas  it  appears  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  this  State  of  June  14">  1780 
That  the  Town  of  Washington  in  the  Last  Valuation  was  Doomed  a  much  Larger  Sum 
than  was  their  Just  proportion  of  Said  Valuation,  and  whereas  it  further  appears  that  by 
said  Resolve  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  was  Directed  to  Cridit  the  said  Town 
of  Washington  a  sura  E.qual  to  one  Third  part  of  the  Taxes  Set  upon  sd  Town  from  the 
Last  Valuation  to  the  said  W-^  Day  of  June,  and  whereas  it  appears  that  the  same  Dis- 
proportion Still  Continues  to  opperate 

Therefore  Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be  and  he  is  hereby 
Directed  to  Cridit  the  Town  of  Washington  a  Sum  Equal  to  the  Amount  of  one  Third 
part  of  all  the  Taxes  Set  upon  the  said  Town  of  Washington  Since  the  14'h  Day  of  Juno 
Last  — 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Jer  :  Powell    PresiajL 

Ib  the  House  of  Representatives  Nov.  24 :  1780 

Read  &  concurred  Caleb  Davis    Spe' 

Approv'd  John  Hancock."  —  Ibid.,  vol.  230,  p.  232. 

*  Printed  resolves  of  the  January  Beseion,  chapter  CXIV. 

t  Printed  in  the  note  to  1779-80,  chapter  49,  p.  1387,  ante. 

t  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  was  John,  of  Stockbridge,  or  Jonathan,  of  Northbndge. 

§  Printed  resolves  of  the  October  session,  chapter  LXXVIII. 


Showing  the  beginning  and  end  of  each  year  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  from 
the  tenth  to  the  sixteenth  inclusive. 


10th  of  George 
11th  of  George 
12th  of  George 
13th  of  George 
14th  of  George 
15  th  of  George 
IGth  of  George 


the  Third, 
the  Third, 
the  Third, 
the  Third, 
the  Third, 
the  Third, 
the  Third, 


from  Oct.  25,  1769,  to  Oct.  25,  1770. 


25,  1770, 

'   25, 1771. 

25, 1771, 

'   25,  1772 

25,  1772, 

'   25,  1773 

25,  1773, 

"   25,  1774 

25,  1774, 

"   25,  1775 

25,  1775, 

«   25,  1776 
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Abbot,  Abijah, 992 

Abbot,  Isaac, 836 

Abbot,  Joshua, 831 

Abbot,  Nehemiah,      ....  693, 1419, 1457, 1459 

Abbot,  Samuel 187,  275,  358 

Abington,  11, 97,  210,  224,  281,  311,  358,  359,  366,  400,  427, 
519,  572,  711,  717,  743,  786,  857,  863,  867,  890, 
943,  1093,  1149.  j213,  1237,  1402,  1425 

Abraham,  Nathaniel 275,  358 

Academy  of  the  Naturae.  Curiosorum,     .        .        .    1370 

Accord  Pond 224,  273,  274 

Acheson,  Thomas, 1246 

Acton,  9,  95,  210,  309,  365,  366,  398,  426,  569,  745,  784,  863, 

888,  939,  1087,  1144,  11S9,  1208, 1348,  1349,  1351, 

1352,  1354,  1355,  1356,  1357,  1358,  1359,  1360, 

1362,  1363,   1401,  1411,  1423,  1443 

Adams,    865,  909,  951,  998,  1035,  1107,  1160,  1170,  1224, 

1321, 1322,  1323, 1405, 1429,  1443 

Adams,  Abner, 1177, 1334 

Adams,  Benjamin 848, 1356 

Adams,  Benjamin 994 

Adams,  Caleb 1269 

Adams,  James 714 

Adams,  John,       358,  505,  511,  524, 1194,  1315,  1317, 1318, 

1369 

Adams,  John, 714 

Adams,  John, 719 

Adams,  John 1177,1334 

Adams,  John 1247 

Adams,  John,  jun.,    .        .         928, 1023, 1024, 1025, 1436 

Adams,  Jonathan, 368 

Adams,  Joseph, 914, 916 

Adams,  Joseph, 992 

Adams,  Joseph, 1347 

Adams,  Joseph,  jun., 992 

Adams,  Josiah 1329 

Adams,  Nathan, 663 

Adams,  Peter,     .        . 776 

Adams,  Richard,  jun '  543,  683 

Adams,  Roger 994 

Adams,  Samuel  {Secretary  of  State),  27,  55,  56,  58,  262, 
347,  357,  369,  512,  513,  524,  525,  821,  845, 
1008,  1194,  1253,  1266,  1272,  1273,  1283, 
1288,  1303,  1310,  1311,  1314,  1320,  1340, 
1371,  1376,  1387,  1435,  1439,  1440,  1449, 
1452 

Adams,  Samuel, 844 

Adams,  Samuel,  jun., 1294 

Adams,  Smith 994 

Agawam  River,  .    335,  376,  379,  926,  927,  1020, 1021,  1022 

Agry,  Thomas 1011 

Akin,  Benjamin 375 

Albany 1265,1297 

Albee,  Benjamin, 1329 

Aibee,  Ebenezer, 1329 


Page 

Albee,  James 1329 

Albee,  James,  jun 1329 

Alcock,  Robert, 179,  190 

Alden,  Ichabod, 686, 1002 

Aldcn,  .John, 870 

Aldrich,  Stephen 199 

Alexander  (The  Great; 1277 

Alexander,  John, 623,  674,  697 

Alexander,  Simeon, lUo 

Alexander,  Solomon, IJGJ 

Alexander,  Thomas, 1301,1343 

Alford,  236,  317,  300,  405,  432,  578,  754,  791,  865,  895,  928, 
920,  951,  1023,  1024,  1025,  1029,  1032,  1106, 
1160,  1224,  1251,  1405, 1428 

Alford  (Sanford  and  Lyman), 1337 

Alford,  Benjamin, 262 

Allen,  Edward 179,  190 

Alien,  Enoch, 375 

Aller^  James,  jun 707 

Allen,  Jesse 841 

Allen,  John,  jun., 1044 

Allen,  Jonathan, 141,  149,  382 

Allen,  .Jonathan,         .        .        .        .        .        .        .    1375 

Allen,  Joseph, 1050 

Allen,  Joseph,     ....         1243,1259,1263,1381 
Allen,  Nathaniel,  149,  150,  151,  276,  348,  357,  359,  366,  370 

Allen,  Thomas 1275 

Allen,  "William 330 

Allen,  Zebulon, 1269 

Alline,  Henry, 14&) 

Allis,  Ebenezer,  jun 1046 

Allis,  Stephen 1046 

Ahny,  Job, 862 

Alsworth,  Silas 656 

Alwick  (see  Alcock) . 

America,    53,  54,  55,  146,  284,  323,  348,  360,  383,  436,  437, 

438,  445,  446,  450,  455,  462,  463,  464,  471,  472, 

474,  475,  470,  470,  482,  483,  497,  503,  512,  516, 

517,  530,  537,  538,  560,  534,  585,  500,  502,  600, 

607,  612,  614,  673,  676,  678,  083,  707,  709,  711, 

721,  844,  852,  1004,  lOOG,  1007,  1013,  1014, 

1054,  10G4,  1126,  119G,  1264, 1277,  1282,  1317, 

1398,  1441,  1451 

American  or  Americans,  417,  443,  542,  543,  560,  590,  607, 

605,  852, 1006, 1277, 1362 

American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,        1195, 1369, 

1370 
American  Antiquarian  Society,     .        .        .        871, 1313 
American  Congress  (see  Congress) . 
American  States  (.see  United  States) . 
Amesbnry,  8,  94,  210,  308,  397,  424,  543,  567,  744,  783,  863^ 
887,  937,  1084,  11 12, 1205, 1400,  1422 
Amherst,   10,  96,  210,  310,  395,  399,  411,  412,  420,  542,  569, 
746,  785,  863,  889,  940,  1089,  1145,  1209,  1401, 
1424 
Amherst,  Sir  Jeffrey 283 
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Ammiilown,  Caleb, 851, 1041,  1439 

Amory,  Jolin, 359,  912,  91 S 

Amsdcn,  Jesse, 1039 

Amsterdam 1317 

Anabajjt  ists  (see  Antipedobaptists  and  Baptists) ,  111,  285 
Ancaster  and  Kcstcven,  Peregrine  Bertie,  Duke  of,    283 

Anderson,  James, 912,  915, 1054 

Andovcr,  8,  94,  210,  308,  344,  345,  383,  397,  424,  543,  560, 
596,  669,  C86,  744,  783,  863,  865,  887,  936, 
994,  1026,  1034,  1042,  1048,  1049,  1083, 
1141,  1205,  1249,  1400,  1418,  1419,  1422, 
1456,  1457,  1458,  1459 

Andrews,  Edmund, 1357 

Andrews,  Issachar,    .        .        .         1189, 1357,  1358, 1361 

Andrews,  Jeremiah, 1355 

Andrews,  John, 358 

Andrews,  John, 992 

Andrews,  Joseph 70 

Andrews,  "William 295,  354 

Andros,  SirEdmond, 140 

Androscoggin  River 1386 

Andruss,  Silvanus 716 

Angel,  Abiathar 1320 

Angel,  James, 1321 

Angier,  Oakes 652,  999, 1048,  1053,  1054 

Angle  Tree 224,  273,  274 

Ann  Street  (Boston),  225,  274,  275,  276,  291,  292,  349,  350, 

351 
Anne,  Queen,  40.  127,  163,  165,  203,  259^  333,  387,  904,  997 

Anncn,  William, 1280 

Anthony,  Edward 1023 

Antipedobaptists  {see  Anabaptists  and  Baptists),     111, 
112, 113,  143,  392,  393,  411,  732, 1125 

Appleton,  Joseph 287 

Appleton,  Nathaniel,        609,  655,  663,  686,  704,  713, 1318, 

1341,  1440 

Appleton,  Nathaniel,  D.  D., 1060 

Appk'ton,  Samuel, 274 

Aplhorp,  Thomas,      ....      712,912,915,1054 

Apthorp,  AYilliam 912,  915 

Archer,  John, 179 

Armstrong,  John,  jun 1247 

Armstrong,  Jonathan,        .        .        .    ■     .        .        .      833 

Arno,  Joseph, 1038 

Arnold,  Comfort, 1321 

Arnold,  Isaac, 1322 

Arthur,  Thomas,        .        .        .        .90,  119,  120, 306,  395 
Arundcll,  13,  98,  211,  313,  402,  429,  573,  677,  750,  777,  787, 
840,  864,  891,  945,  1096,  1152,  1177,  1178,  1216, 
1338,  1403,  1426 
Ashburnham,  15,  50,  51,  52,  71, 100,  211,  315,  404,  430,  576, 
752,  789,  864,  893,  948,  1101,  1156,  1219, 
1404,  1427 
Ashby,  9,  90,  95,  210,  219,  220,  270,  301,  309,  362,  366,  398, 
425,  568,  746,  784,  863,  888,  939,  1087,  1144,  1208, 
1401, 1423 
Ashlicld,    11,  97,  210,  228,  230,  278,  279,  311,  331,  332,  334, 
371, 372, 373, 374, 375,  399,  427, 570, 747,  786, 863, 
800,941,957,1046,1047,1091,1147,1211,1402,1424 

Ashley,  Azariah, 718 

Ashley,  John 68,  830,  1032,  1236 

Ashley,  John,  jun.,     .        .        1237,  1238,  1256, 1282, 1322 

.Vshlcy,  Joseph,  jun 914,  916 

Aslilcy,  Moses 718 

Ashley,  Moses,  jun 718 

Ashman,  William, 143", 

Ashton,  Jacob S53 

Ashuelot  Equivalent,       102,  164,  409,  635,  865,  1002,  1032, 
1107, 1160, 1224,  1405,  1429 


Pagh 
Aspinwall,  Thomas,  Jun.,  .        .     350,351,3.52,1005,1343 

Atheam,  .James 1381 

Atherton,  "Captain," 177 

Atherton,  John, 1444 

Atherton,  .Jonathan, 1051 

Atherton,  Uriah, 876 

Athol,         15,  100,  211,  315,  403,  430,  576,  7-52,  789,  864, 
893,  943,  1101,  1156,  1220,  1404,  1427 

Atkins,  David 914,  916 

Atkins,  Gibbs, 912,  915 

Atkins,  Henry,  jun., 274 

Atkins,  Joshua, 87,  459,  1122 

Atkins,  Thomas, 274 

Atkins,  Thomas 827 

Atkinson, 669 

Atkinson,  John, 912, 915 

Attleborough,     12,  68,  98,  211,  224,  273,  312,  401,  428,  573, 

609,  749,  787,  864,  876,  891,  944,  973,  974, 

975,  1095,  1151,  1215,  1403,  1426 

Auchmuty,  Robert,        535,  913,  916,  966, 1054, 1055,  1056 

Austin,  Benjamin,       275,  358,  651,  663,  672,  688,  702,  713, 

845,  987, 1005,  1016,  1027,  1243, 1319 

Austin,  Ebenezer ' .    1239 

Austin,  John 658,  659 

Austin,  John, 1239 

Austin,  John,  jun., 1239 

Austin,  Jonathan, 920,  1010 

Austin,  Jonathan  Loring,  1314, 1315,  1316,  1317,  1318,  1319 
Austin,  Samuel,  212,  275,  298,  357,  359,  1016,  1071,  1238, 
1239, 1272,  1284,  12S6,  1325,  1455 
Avery,  John,  275,  276,  349,  350,  412,  515,  652,  658,  660, 
661,  663,  664,  677,  683,  686,  687,  691, 
093,  694,  695,  696,  704,  705,  711,  712, 
713,  714,  715,  716,  720,  721,  722,  724, 
725,  808,  811,  813,  814,  815,  816,  820, 
821,  822,  823,  827,  828,  829,  832,  833, 
834,  841,  843,  844,  846,  853,  854,  861, 
983,  985,  987,  988,  989,  993,  995,  996, 
999,  1000,  100^,  1002,  1004,  1005, 
1006,  1007,  1008,  1020,  1022,  1024, 
1025,  1026,  1027,  1028,  1029,  1030, 
1036,  1037,  1038,  1039,  1040,  1041, 
1042,  1043,  1044,  1045,  1046,  1049, 
1052,  1057,  1063,  1064,  1240,  1244, 
1247,  1248,  12.50,  1252,  1253,  1255, 
1256,  1258,  12.59,  1260,  1261,  1263, 
12G4,  1265,  1266,  1267,  1268,  1273, 
1280,  1281,  1283,  1284,  1287,  1288, 
1290,  1291,  1292,  1294,  1296,  1298, 
1299,  1300,  l.Wl,  1302,  1303,  1304, 
1303,  1.300,  1307,  1308,  1311,  1312, 
1315,  1316,  1317,  1318,  1322,  1325, 
1328,  1332,  1306,  1337,  1340,  1345, 
1346.  1358,  1359,  1364,  1365,  1366, 
1367,  1368,  1369,  1372,  1376,  1377, 
1378,  1379,  1381,  1382,  1383,  1384, 
1386,  1387,  1388,  1434,  1436,  1439, 
1442.   1460,   1455,  1462 

Ay er,  John, 692,977,978 

Ayer,  Moses 147 

Ayer,  William 146 

Ayers,  John 870 

B. 

Babbet,  Erasmus, 6S 

Babcock,  Adam, 1239 

Babcock,  Joseph 1269 

Babcock,  Peleg, 12(9 

Bacheller,  Samuel, 141 
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Bachelor,  Joseph 663 

Back  Cove, 294 

Backos  or  Backous  (see  Backus). 

Backus,  Benjamin 717,  827 

Backu8,  Ichabod, 827 

Backus,  Isaac, 143,  411 

Backus,  Joshua, 717 

Backus,  Kathaniel, 827 

Backus,  Seth 717,  826 

Bacon,  Daniel 1046 

Bacon,  Ebenezer,        ....,.,    1383 
Bacon,  Edward,  184,  282,  356,  358,  359,  382,  383,  998,  1383 

Bacon,  George 992 

Bacon,  Isaac, 870 

Bacon,  Israel 656 

Bacon,  John,       810,  830, 1021,  1032,  1052,  1194,  1455,  1464 
Bacon,  Jonathan,        .        .        .  851,  988,  1024,  1334,  1464 

Bacon,  Sarah, 870 

Bacon,  Stephen, 870 

Bacon,  William, 1435, 1436 

Bacon,  William, 1447 

Badcock,  William 865 

Badger,  John, 358,  359 

Badger,  Moses, 913,  916 

Badger,  Thomas, 274 

Badlam,  Ezra, 1278 

Badlam,  Samuel, .374 

Bailey,  Barnabas 866 

Bailey,  Benjamin 865 

Bailey,  Ebenezer, 865 

Bailey,  John, 1278,  1285 

Bailey,  Silas 866 

Bailey,  Silas,  jun., 866 

Bailey,  Stephen, 866 

Bailey,  Timothy, 866 

Bailey,  William, 1246,  1247 

Baird,  Thomas 858 

Baird,  Thomas,  jun., 858,  859 

.^aker,  Benjamin, 1061 

Baker,  Benjamin 1321 

Baker,  Eleazer, 350,  351,  352 

Bilker,  Elisha, 1029,1032 

Baker,  John 274,  847 

Baker,  John, 827 

Baker,  John,  jun., 914,  916 

Baker,  John,  jun 989 

Baker,  Joseph, 1261,  1268 

Baker,  Josiah 1242 

Baker,  Noah, 1048 

Baker,  Samuel,   .        .        .     804,830,847,984,1047,1232 

Bak",  Samuel 975 

B^ker,  Thomas, 827 

Baker,  William, 1321 

Baker,  William,  jun 275 

Bakerstown,        .        .         864, 1103, 1157, 1221,  1404,  1427 

Balch.  Nathaniel, 275 

Balch,  Nathaniel, 844 

Balcom,  John, 1324 

Baldwin,  Cyrus, 358 

Baldwin,  David 1047 

Baldwin,  Loammi,  1280, 1283, 1286,  1291,  1341,  1345,  1369, 
1373,  1381,  1397, 1439, 1455, 1456 

Baldwin,  Nathan, 1115 

Baldwin,  William, 1170,  1325 

Balester,  Jeremiah, 295,  354 

Ball,  James,  • 962, 1049 

Ball,  John 1051 

Ball,  John, 1062 

Ball,  Jonas 1051 
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Ball,  ITathan .820 

Ball,  Samuel, 1049 

Ballard's  Bridge 1059 

Ballord,  Samuel, 275 

Balls,  Robert 275,  273,  350,  3.'51,  352 

Balston,  Nathaniel 275 

Baltimore 813,  1033 

Bancroft,  Daniel, 858,  8.59 

Bancroft,  David 858,  859 

Bancroft,  Ebenezer 1042 

Bancroft,  Ebenezer,  . 1050 

Bancroft,  Edward, 541 

Bancroft,  John 860 

Bancroft,  John, 1050 

Bancroft,  John, 1267 

Bancroft,  Jonas, 859 

Bancroft,  Moses, 797, 860 

Bancroft,  Naham 1050 

Bancroft,  Phebe 858,  859 

Bancroft,  Samuel 09,  71 

Bancroft,  William 855,  858 

Bangs,  Moses 1269 

Bangs,  Seth 914,  916 

Banister,  Barzillai 832 

Banister,  Benoni 377,  379 

Bant,  William 358 

Baptists  (see  Anabaptists  and  Antipedobaptista) ,  112, 
113,  143,  229,  230,  278,  279,  332,  333,  373,  375, 
■     856,  1050,  1.358 

Barber,  Abigail 992 

Barber,  John 854,  857 

Barber,  John, 1236 

Barber,  Joseph, 1050 

Barber,  Nathan, 865 

Barber,  Nathaniel,     .        .        ...        .     274,  6S8,  1027 

Barber,  Nathaniel,  jun., 1292 

'  Barbar,  Zachariah 1049 

Barcar,  Ensal  {see  Barker,  Uzziel). 

Barker,  David, 469 

Barker,  David 920,  1009 

Barker,  James, 848, 1032 

Barker,  John, 920, 1010 

Barker,  John 1240,  1247 

Barker,  John,  jun., 920, 1009 

Barker,  Prince '       .    1023 

Barker,  Stephen, 920 

Barker,  Uzziel, •     656,657 

Barlow,  Nathan 984 

Barlow,  Seth 827 

Barnard,  John 863 

Barnard,  Jonathan, 844 

Barnes,  Asa,        ....         1393,  1430,  1441,  1442 

Barnes,  Daniel, 1039 

Barnes,  Henry, 914,  916,  10.50 

Bamett,  John, 3.53 

Barnett,  Moses, ,  353 

Barney,  Joseph, 278,  287,  372 

Barns,  Abraham, 1051 

Barns,  Portunatus, 803 

Barns,  Giles, 99S,  1323 

Barnstable,  11,  44,  45,  65,  86,  88,  97,  141,  160,  171,  210, 
278,  312,  395,  401, 428,  458, 459, 461,  474,  530, 
572,  600, 688,  748,  786,  861,  890,  943, 998, 1094, 
1121,  1122,  1124,  1150,  1213,  1382,  1333,  1402, 
1425 
Barnstable,  County  of,  5,  11,  12,  17,  41,  45,  6'),  97,  OS, 
103,  159, 172,  202,  203,  210,  268,  312,  ;:1S,  395, 
401,  406,  412,  423,  432,  43S,  439,  464,  465,  513, 
530,  572,  579,  668,  678,  679,  685,  748,  755,  786, 
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787,  791,  851,  861,  861,  865,  890,  891,  89.5,  904, 

914,  943,  944,  952, 1005,  1094, 1108,  1115,  1127, 

1135,  1100,  1161,  1213,  1214,  1225,  1284,  1296, 

1297,  1298,  1377,  1378,  1381,  1382,  1402,  1405, 

1425,  1429 

Ban-(5  {see  nutchinnon) ,     675,  592,  593,  676,  677,  751,  788, 

864,  892,  946,  1099, 1154,  1218,  1404,  1427 

Barrel!,  Joseph,     .      358,  822,  1011, 1027,  1035,  1048,  1246 

Barrett,  Augustus 1039 

Barrett,  Christopher, 1357 

Barrett,  Eleazer,         .......    1032 

Barrett,  Jame8, 141 

Barrett,  James, 1358 

Barrett,  John 187,  274,  357 

Barrett,  John, 1354, 1358 

Barrett,  Joseph, 716 

Barrett,  Samuel,         ....  275, 1130, 1271,  1272 

Barrett,  Samuel,  jun 359,  1239 

Barrett,  Simeon 1357 

Barrick,  James, 912,  915 

Barrington,  William  Wildman'Barrington,  Vis- 
count,         283 

Barrou,  Oliver, 1190, 1362 

Barrows,  Benjamin, 1335 

Barrows,  Caleb, 674 

Barrows,  Comfort, 1463 

Barstow,  Alpheus, 1269 

Barstow,  Hezekiah 1269 

Bartlet,  Elihu 989 

Bartlet,  Enoch 265 

Bartlet,  Experience, 901,  990 

Bartlet,  Joel, 989 

Bartlet,  Joseph 175,  460, 1123 

Bartlet,  Moses, 901,  990,  1036 

Bartlet,  Samuel, 698 

Bartlett,  Josiah, 669,  811,  1257 

Bartlett,  Nicholas 295,  354 

Bartle',t,  William, 179,  190 

Bartlett,  William, 989 

Barton,  Asa, 1051 

Barton,  Benjamin, 1050 

Barton,  Caleb 1321 

Basset,  Elisha 667 

Bastow,  Daniel, 1335 

Batchekler,  Hezekiah,       .        .        .      6"4,  098,  699,  1463 
Batchelder,  Josiah,  179,  516,  688,  825,  836,  1023,   1026, 

1052,  1268,  1338 

Batcheldor,  Ephraim 692,  978 

Batcheldor,  Joseph, 520,  834,  859 

Batchclor,  Samuel  (see  Bachellor). 

Bateman,  Eleazer, 658,  039 

Bates,  David 859 

Battan,  John I79 

Bay  Uoad  (Bridge water) 273 

Bay  Road  (Ware), I33 

Bayley,  Edmimd, 719 

Bayloy,  Nathaniel 353,  357,  371,  702 

Bayley,  William, 1041 

Baylies,  Nicholas, I99 

Bayly,  Israel,      . 833 

Beacon  Island, 137 

Bcal,  Benjamin, 278 

Boal,  Joshua, j003 

Beal,  Lazarus,  jun., 69  71 

Beal,  Lazarus  Andrews 992' 

Ueal,  Thomas, 993  994 

Beal,  William 1438 

Bealls,  Nathan, 1212 
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Beaman,  Nathaniel 844 

Beaman,  Thomas 915,  916,  1054, 1056 

Beane,  Jonathan, 977, 97b 

Beane,  Jonathan,  jun,, 978 

Beane,  Josiah, 692,  978 

Bearce,  Jonathan •.        .    1003 

Beard,  Amos, 71S 

Beard,  Thomas,  ....        854,  855,  856,  858 

Beard,  Thomas, 1329 

Beath,  John 688 

Beaver  Brook, 128 

Becket,  16,  102,  141,  211,  317,  403,  432,  579,  635,  754,  790, 
865,  894,  951,  1032,  1106,  1160,  1223,  1.393,  1405,  142? 

Beckford,  Ebonezer, 853 

Beckitt,  Daniel, 660 

Bcckitt,  Silas 060 

Bedford,  9,  90,  95,  210,  309,  366,  398,  426,  568,  745,  784, 
863,  888,  939, 1087,  1144,  1208,  1353,  1401, 1423 

Belcher,  Andrew 716 

Belcher,  Clifford, 1445, 1417 

Belcher,  Edward, 1445 

Belcher,  Jeremiah, 1445 

Belcher,  Jonathan,     .    08,  237,  280,  1328,  1414,  1445,  1446 

Belchertown,  10,  96,  155,  181,  182,  210,  310,  337,  367,  399, 

427,  570,  747,  785,  810,  817,  8C3,  889,  941, 

1091,  1147,  1211, 1306,  1402,  1421 

Belfast,  293,  352,  353,  753,  790,  864,  894,  950,  1104,  1158, 

1222, 1405,  1428 

Belknap,  Joseph, 275 

Bell,  Thomas 274 

Bell,  William, 1130,  1271,  1272 

Bellcher,  David, 275 

Bellingh.am,        7,  93,  210,  307,  365,  366,  067,  390,  424,  565, 

669,  743,  775,  776,  782,  815,  862,  880,  935, 

1082,  1140,  1172,  1204,  1201,  1270,  1328, 

1329,  1330,  1331,  1343,  1399,  1422 

Bellomont,  Richard  Coote,  Earl  of,  ...      140 

Bellows,  Jedediah, 1039 

Bement,  Asa, 828, 1029,  1135 

Bement,  Ebenezer, 1435,  1436 

Bemus,  David, 1115 

Benedict,  Joseph 1236 

Benjamin,  Judah 1236 

Benjamin,  Mary 1236 

Benjamin,  Nathan,     ....  1235, 1230,  1237 

Benjamin,  Pelcg, 1236 

Benjamin,  William 820 

Bennet,  George, 717, 820 

Bennet,  Joseph,  .        .        .     469,  848,  998, 1320, 1321 

Bennet,  Nathan, 717»  826 

Bennington,         .        .        .     842,  848,  984,  985, 1028, 1280 

Benson,  John 1387 

Benson,  Robert, 1265 

Bent,  David  (see  Butt). 

Bent,  David, 265 

Bent,  Peter, 707 

Benton,  John, 716 

Berkeley,  12,  9S,  211,  312,  367,  401,  428,  573,  749,  787,  864, 
891,  914,  944,  1096,  1151,  1215,  1403,  1426 
Berkshire,  County  of,  16, 17,  37,  41,  46,  06,  68,  101,  102, 
103,  115,  12s,  156,  162,  164,  182,  211,  236,  237, 
239,  310,  318,  325,  330,  405,  400,  412,  432,  433, 
409,  470,  513,  550,  578,  5S0,  056,  657,  658,  659, 
600,  078,  679,  635,  695,  717,  718,  739,  754,  755, 
790,  791,  826,  827,  847,  851,  861,  862,  865,  882, 
883,  884,  894,  895,  909,  911,  912,  915,  932,  933, 
950,  952,  985,  980, 987,  9SS,  096,  997,  993, 1003, 
1010,  1028,  1029,  1030,  1032,  1033,  1041,  1056, 
1069,  1070,  1105,  1106,  1109, 1115, 1131,  1135, 
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1159,  1160,  1162, 1170,  1223,  1224,  1226, 1232, 
1237,  1240,  1241,  1275, 1276, 1284,  1285,  1296, 
1297,  129S,  1312,  1320,  1321,  1322,  1323,  1376, 
1377,  1381,  1382,  1393,  1405,  1428,  1429,  1435, 
1436,  1443 
Bernard,  Sir  Francis,  Bart.,     52,  56,  62,  69,  ";39, 165,  267, 
410,  839,  912,  915,  966, 1002,  1003, 
1054,  1055,  1056 
Bemardston,     10,  96,  210,  310,  399,  427,  570,  747,  785,  863, 
889,  941,  1091,  1126,  1^27,  1147,  1211, 
1203,  1269,  1270,  1402,  1434 

Bf  I  ry,  Edward 912,915 

Berry,  John, 179 

Berry,  Nathaniel, lOU 

Derry,  Samuel 1011 

Bertie,  Peregrine  {see  Ancaster) . 

Berwick,     13, 98,  211,  313,  402,  429,  573,  750,  787,  864,  891, 
945,  976,  1096,  1152,  1216, 1403,  1426 

Bethune,  George, 275 

Beverly,  8,  94,  148,  190,  210,  286,  308,  397,  424,  543,  563, 
678,  744,  783,  863,  887,  936,  1052, 1055,  1033, 
1141,  1205,  1299,  1400,  1422 

Bicker,  Martin 358,  359,  362 

Biddeford,    13,  45,  87,  99,  206,  211,  265,  313,  402,  429,  453, 
574,  720.  750,  787,  864,  891,  945, 1096,  1121, 
1152,  1216,  1403,  1426 
Bigelow,  Abraham,    ....         60,  263,  269,  360 

Bigclow,  Daniel 797,  858 

Bigelow,  David,  .......    1251 

Bigelow,  Gershom, 859 

Bigelow,  Gershora,  jun 859 

Bigelow,  Joshua,  60,  114,  183,  261,  266,  285,  354,  365,  856, 
•  996, 1356 

Bigelow,  Mary 797 

Bigelow,  Nathan 832 

Bigelow,  Timothy 1039 

Bilboa, 1310, 1317 

Bill,  William, 718 

Billerica,  8,  95,  210,  309,  397,  425,  567,  745,  734,  831,  863, 
888,  938,  1085,  1143,  1189, 1207,  1347,  1348, 
1349,  1351,  1352,  1353,  1354,.  1355,  1356, 
1357,  1358,  1359,  1300,  1362,  1400,  1411, 
1423,  1443 
Billing  (see  Billhigs). 
Billings,  Elkanah,       .  875,  975,  1444, 1445,  1446,  1447 

Billings,  John, 635,1411,1112 

Billings,  John,  jun 1449 

Billings,  Joseph, 185 

Billings,  Richard, 275 

Billings,  Samuel, 875,  975,  1445 

Billings,  Samuel,  jun., 875,  975 

Billings,  'William,       .        .        .        141,  143,  182,  263,  327 
Billingsgate  Bay,       172,  174, 175,  184,  458,  450,  1120,  1122 

Billings's  Brook 975 

Bird,  Samuel, 334, 1444,  1445,  1447 

Birkes,  James, 847 

Birkes,  William 847 

Bishop,  8(luier, 147 

Bishop,  Talmage, 550 

Black,  David 912,  915 

Blacke,  James 716 

Blacke,  John, 716 

Blackman,  — -, 869 

Blackstone,  Sir  William,  Bart 1030 

Blackwell,  John,  jun 914,  910 

Blackwell,  Micah 1135,  1378 

Blain,  John 841 

Blair,  James, 263 
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Blair,  Robert, 912, 915 

Blake,  Ezra 973,  974 

Blake,  Increase, 275 

Blake,  James, 128 

Blake,  Joseph, 128 

Blanchard,  Caleb, 275 

Blanchard,  Jeremiah, 1246, 1247 

Blanchard,  Joseph,  jun 1239 

Blanchard,  Josiah 876 

Blandford,  10,  90,  210,  237,  310,  399,  420,  570,  747,  785, 
8G3,  889,  941,  1090,  1147,  1211,  1232,  1299, 
1300,  1393,  1401,  1424,  1435,  1436 

Blaney,  Benjamin 860, 1037 

Blethen,  John, 833 

Bliss,  Daniel 914,  916,  1054 

Bliss,  John,  367,  513,  540,  658,  659,  665,  810,  830,  861,  995, 

999, 1016,  1030,  1341 

Bliss,  Jonathan, 377,  914,  916 

Bliss,  Luke .38, 1435 

Bliss,  Moses, 377 

Bliss,  Samuel, 914,  916, 1054 

Blodget,  Josiah,  jun. 1041, 1042 

Blood,  David, 1362 

Blood,  John, 1190, 1362 

Blood,  John, 1347 

Blood,  Jonathan,        .        .        1347,  1348,  1349,  1350, 1351 

Blood,  Jonathan,  jun 1358,  1359 

Blood,  Josiah, 1359,  1411,  1443 

Blood,  Phinehas 1359 

Blood,  Robert,    .        .  1347 

Blood,  Stephen, 1358,  1359 

Blood,  Stephen,  jun 1355,  1357,  1359 

Blood,  Willard 1190, 1362 

Blood,  Zechariah, 1347 

Bloods'  Farms,         1347,  1348,  1349,  1350,  1351,  1358,  1359 

Blower,  Abigail 226 

Blowers,  Sampson  Salter,  .        .        .      912, 915,  1005 

Blue  Hills, 334 

Blunt,  John 147 

Boardman,  Jacob 808,  982 

Boardman,  John, 656, 1442 

Boardman,  William,  ....    656,  660,  1388,  1442 

Boden,  Benjamin, 295,  354 

Bodman,  William, 1301, 1389 

Bodwell,  Daniel,  jun. 920,  1009 

Bodwell,  Eliphalet, 920, 1010 

Bodwell,  Samuel, 920, 1009 

Bodwell,  Solomon, 1042 

Bodwell,  William, 920, 1010 

Bogle,  John, 992 

Boies,  William, 851 

Bolton,  14,  52,  100,  211,  314,  403,  430,  576,  751,  789,  803, 
864,  805,  893,  947,  1100,  1155,  1219,  1299, 
1404,  1427 

Bolton,  David 1232 

Bolton,  James, 1232 

Bond,  Aaron 992 

Bond,  Amos, 704 

Bond,  Phinehas, 992 

Bonney,  Benjamin,     ....  1200,  1435,  1464 

Boothbay,  16,  101,  211,  316,  329,  370,  405,  431,  577,  688, 
753,  790,  864,  894,  928,  949,  1022,  1023,  1103, 
1158,  1221,  1307,  1310,  1380,  1405,  1428 

Borghardt,  Jacob 236 

Borghardt,  John 284,  285,  986 

Borghardt,  Peter 236 

Borland,  John 1056  . 

Borlingham,  Christopher, 1321 

Borman  (see  Boardman). 
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Boscawen,  Hngh  {see  Falmouth). 

Boston  {see,  also,  under  the  following  names  of  streets, 
etc. :  Ann,  Bromjield,  Federal,  Fleet,  Governor's  Alley, 
Hancock's  Wliarf,  King,  Long  Lane,  Long  Wharf,  Mid- 
dle, Paddy's  Alley,  Roxbury  and  State),  5, 7, 18, 20, 27, 
39,  43,  44,  45,  51,  53,  54,  55,  56,  60,  61,  64,  71,  72, 
86,  87,  88,  89,  93,  106,  119,  133,  134,  137, 138,  139, 
UT,  148, 149, 151, 167, 168,  172, 175, 177,  178, 183, 
187, 191, 195,  200,  201,  202,  204,  206,  210,  215,  218, 
220,  224,  225,  226,  234,  235,  248,  258,  259,  260,  261, 
262,  264,  207,  208,  270,  271,  273,  274,  275,  276,  277, 
278,  279,  280,  281,  282,  285,  283,  291,  292,  300,  301, 
302, 303,  307,  321,  322,  346,  349,  350,  351,  352,  353, 
355, 357,  358,  359,  360,  362,  371,  375,  387,  396,  409, 
423, 434,  435,  455,  457,  458,  460,  474,  483,  505,  506, 
507, 513,  514,  529,  53^,  533,  534,  539,  542,  555,  556, 
557, 562,  565,  585,  586,  593,  594,  600,  621,  624,  625, 
643,  650,  651,  601,  662,  663,  664,  665,  666,  667,  673, 
675,  677,  678,  684,  688,  698,  699,  701,  702,  706,  707, 
708,  709,  710,  711,  712,  714,  715,  719,  722,  723,  724, 
729,  730,  731,  739,  743,  757,  759,  761,  782,  793,  808, 
809,  816,  817,  822,  825,  827,  830,  831,  839,  842,  844, 
847, 848,  849,  850,  851,  852,  855,  862,  865,  875,  878, 
886,  897,  COO,  903,  913,  917,  919,  926,  935,  954,  957, 
969, 972,  979,  980,  981,  983,  984,  989,  991,  993,  994, 
998, 999, 1002,  1004,  1005,  1006,  1007,  1016,  1017, 
1020, 1026, 1027, 1035,  1038,  1039,  1040,  1042,  1043, 
1045, 1047, 1052, 1054, 1055,  1056, 1057,  1059,  1060, 
1064, 1067, 1071, 1081,  1111,  1114,  1120,  1121,  1123, 
■  1129, 1130, 1139, 1164,  1169,  1182, 1196, 1203,  1231, 
-  1232, 1233, 1235, 1237,  1238, 1239, 1240,  1241,  1243, 
1245, 1247, 1248, 1253,  1254,  1256,  1259, 1260,  1261, 
1265, 1266, 1267, 1268,  1269,  1271,  1272,  1273,  1274, 
1280, 1282, 1283, 1286,  1289,  1290,  1292,  1293,  1298, 
1299, 1305, 1308, 1309,  1311,  1312,  1313,  1314,  1315, 
1320, 1321, 1322, 1323,  1326, 1331, 1332,  1340,  1342, 
1344, 1348, 1353, 1362,  1363,  1366,  1368,  1370,  1372, 
1373, 1382, 1384, 1385,  1393, 1399,  1410,  1411,  1418, 
1419, 1422, 1434, 1435, 1437,  1439,  1440,  1441,  1444, 
1445, 1452, 1454, 1458, 1459, 1461, 1462, 1463.  1404 

Boston  (The  frigate) 1246,1247 

BostOD  Bay,        .......      137, 148 

Boston  Gazette  and  Country  Journal,  215,  218,  220,  270, 
651,  653,  954,  1000,  1004,  1035,  1111,  1164 

Boston  Pier 200,  201,  288,  1238 

Boughton,  Hezekiah, 828 

Bound  Brook 87,  459, 1122 

Bound-Brook  Island 89,  461,  1124 

Bourn,  Edward 914,  916 

Bourn,  Elisha 914,  916 

Bourn,  Lemuel 914,  916 

Bourn,  Molatiah, 1445 

Bourn,  SilvanuB, 1058 

Bourn,  "William, 914, 916 

Bourne,  John, 274 

Boutineau,  James 288,  966,  1056 

Bowditch,  Habakkuk 179,  190 

Bowditch,  John 179, 190 

Bowdoiu,  James,  63, 184,  279,  358,  359,  562,  651,  672,  683, 
684,  685,  1194,  1196,  1244,  1270,  1314, 
1369, 1370, 1440,  1454 

Bowdoin,  William 562,  923,  1011 

Bowdoinham,  16, 101,  211,  316,  405,  431,  577,  753,  790,  830, 
864,  894,  923,  924, 949,  1011, 1103,  1158, 1221, 
1405,  1428 

Bowen,  Edward 295,  354 

Bowen,  Elijah 1321,  1322 

Bowen,  Hezekiah, 1320,  1321 

Bowen,  John 915,  qig,  1054 
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Bowen,  John, 1050 

Bowen,  Nathan, 353,  1320, 1321 

Bowen,  Valentine, 1320,  1321 

Bowers,  Jerathnaeel,  60,  71,  354,  356,  359,  306,  372,411, 

513,  522,  667 

Bowes,  "William 912,  915,  1054 

Bowker,  Joseph 1022 

Bowler,  John C74,  698,  699 

Bowman,  Archibald, 358,  359 

Bowman,  Ezra, 1384 

Bowman,  Jonathan 227,  1022 

Bowman,  Joseph, 1249 

Bowman,  Samuel, 1051 

Bowman,  William 123 

Bosford,     8,  53,  57,  90,  94,  210,  286,  308, 397,  424, 543,  507, 
609,  744,  783,  863,  865,  887,  937,  1084,  1142,  1206, 
1400,  1423 
Boyden,  Daniel,    '      .        .        .        .        854,  857,  858, 859 

Boyden,  Darius, 858 

Boyden,  Elizabeth 858,  859 

Boyden,  John 858,  859 

Boyden,  Mary, 876 

Boyden,  Peter, 859 

Boyden,  Scth, 68 

Boyer,  Peter,      .        .  274,  735,  741, 1281, 1286, 1292,  1440 

Boyles,  John 358 

Boylston,  Nicholas 275 

Boylston,  Thomas 274 

Brackett,  Lemuel 867 

Brackett,  Samuel 667 

Bradbury,  John 65,  69,  70,  71,  268 

Bradbury,  Theophilus, 978 

Bradbury,  Thomas 692,  978 

Bradbury,  William ,     .        .469 

Bradford,    8,  94,  210,  308,  397,  424,  543,  567,  669,  744,  783, 

863,  887,  937,  991, 1084,  1142,  1206, 1400,  1423 

Bradford,  Aldcn 1020 

Bradford,  Gamaliel, 57, 1058, 1278 

Bradford,  William 669,  811, 1460 

Bradish,  Ebenezer, 1061 

Bradish,  James,  jun., 1239 

Bradley,  Amos, 520 

Bradley,  Jesse, 826,  827,  1029,  1032 

Bradley,  William .        .    1050 

Bradway,  Richard  (see  Broadway). 

Bragdon,  Daniel 510,  518,  520 

Bragdou,  Joshua,        ....  1336, 1337,  1377 

Bragdon,  Thomas, 185, 367 

Braintree,  7,  42,  87,  89,  93,  210,  224,  272,  307,  396,  423,  455, 

458;  461,  526,  531,  565,  594,  715,  743,  782,  802, 

886,   935,  1055,  1081,  1132,  1139,  1203,  1399, 

1422,  1445,  1451 

Brant  Point, 388 

Brastow,  Thomas, 876, 974 

Brattle,  Thomas, 912, 915 

Brattle,  William,  57,  64,  71,  72, 176,  183, 186,  187,  262, 
263,  264,  273,  274,  287,  358,  359, 
379,  380,  381,  382,  1058,  1352 

Brayton,  Gideon, 658, 659 

Breck,  Samuel 1239 

Brewer,  Chauncy 1022 

Brewer,  Daniel 915,  917 

Brewer,  Giles, 274 

Brewer,  Joseph, 175 

Brewer,  Josiah, 1393,1435 

Brewer,  Nathaniel, 176 

Brewer,  Samuel 680,  1039,  1278 

Brewster,  Jonathan,  .        .        .  1267, 1301, 1394 

Briant,  John  (see  Bryant) . 
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Bridge,  Edward 176 

Bridge,  Samuel, 716 

Bridge,  Samuel 1373 

Bridges,  John 674,  698,  699,  U63 

Bridges,  Moody, 383,  718 

Bridgeton,  835,  836,  864, 1103,  1157, 1221, 1404,  1427 

Bridgewater,  11,  S3,  97,  116,  140,  141,  144,  210,  224,  259, 
272,  273,  311,  341,  381,  400,  427,  571,  732, 
743,  786,  818,  803,  830,  914,  942,  1045, 
1056,  1093,  1125,  1149,  1213,  1402,  1425, 
1445 

Bridgham,  Ebenezer 912,  915, 1054 

Bridgham,  James, 274,  275,  380 

Brigrten,  Thoma8 366 

Brigden,  Timothy, ,    1239 

Briggs,  Allen, 1321 

Briggs,  Benjamiu, 1321 

Briggs,  Enoch 1269 

Briggg,  Joseph 655 

Briggs,  Owen,     .        .        .       , 12C9 

Brigham,  Elijah .        .    1303 

Brigham,  Levi, 834 

Brigham,  Timothy, 142 

Brighton, 1057 

Brimficld,  10,  96,  210,  310,  399,  426,  570,  667,  747,  785,  863, 
889,  941,  lODO,  1146,  1210, 1401,  1424 

Brimmer,  Andrew, 353, 1239 

Brimmer,  Herman 358,  1239 

Brimmer,  Martin, 712, 1239 

Brinley,  George 912,  915,  1054 

Brinley,  Thomas, 912,  915, 1055 

Briutnall,  Abiol, 530,  531 . 

Bristol,     16,  101,  211,  293,  294,  316,  405,  431,  577,  688,  753, 

790,  864,  894,  940,  1103,  1158,  1222,  1405,  1428 

Bristol,  County  of,  12,  17,  44,  45,  48,  65,  66,  67,  68,  98, 

103,  211,  224,  273,  312,  318,  401,  406, 

428,  433,  438,  439,  464,  465,  513,  530, 

531,  573,  579,  655,  056,  078,  679,  687, 

749,  755,  787,  791,  801,  864,  865,  891, 

895,  914,  944,  052,  1056,  1095,  1096, 

1108,  1115,  il27,  1135,  1151,  1162, 

1214,  1225,  1284,  1296,  1297,  1298, 

1377,  1080,  13S1,  1403,  1405,  1425, 

1426,  1429 

Britain  (see  Great  Britain). 

British  Army,     .        .        .       528,  678,  710,  842,  844, 1006 

British  Empire 542 

British  Navy 456,  527,  528,  701,  702 

Britons 1008 

Broad,  Thoder 867 

Broad,  Thomas, 867. 

Broadbay 211,203,316,354,405 

Broadbay  River, 294 

Broad  Cove 294 

Broadway,  Abel,         .        .        .        .        .        .       659,  984 

Broadway,  Richard, 658,659,984 

Bromiield,  Henry 1244 

Bromfield's  Lane  (Boston), 226 

Broolifield,   14,  52,  72,  99,  211,  314,  403,  429,  495,  575,  751, 
7S8,  864,  892,  915,   946,   1055,  1098,   1154, 
1217, 1403,  1426 
Brookline,  7,  93,  177,  210,  200,  307,  350,  367,  396,  424,  565, 
603,  715,  716,  743,  782,  862,  886,  935,  1055, 
1082, 1139,  1203.  1343,  1399,  1422 
Brooks,  Elcazer,  540,  543,  654,  667,  669,  672,  710,  714,  720, 
723,  816,  830,  832,  848,  869,  990,  1  >05, 
1029,  1052 

Brooks,  Hugh, 1347 

Crooks,  Jonathan,      .        .      ' 1349 
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Brooks,  Kathaniel, 1251 

Brooks,  Thomas,        ....    675,  998, 1047, 1247 
Broome,  Samuel,        .  .....    1259 

Broomer,  Joshua, 914, 916 

Brown,  An<irew 1292 

Brown,  Benjamin,      .  1309 

Brown,  Caleb, 1321 

Brown,  Daniel, 832 

Brown,  Dexter, 1321 

Brown,  Edward, 1355, 1357 

Brown,  Eleazer, 1347 

Brown,  EUjah, 658,  659,  984,  988 

Brown,  EUsha, 1003, 1321 

Brown,  Elisha,  jun 696 

Brown,  James, 207,  260 

Brown,  James,  .        .        .  _ 1463 

Brown,  Jeremiah, 1321 

Brown,  John, 65 

Brown,  John, 353 

Brown,  John, 656 

Brown,  John,      .        .        .         664,665,673,711,720,814 

Brown,  John, 1003 

Brown,  Col.  John,  1025,  1028,  1033,  1035,  1052,  1115, 

1246, 1436 

Brown,  John,  jun., 994,  995 

Brown,  Jonas, 865 

Brown,  Jonathan, 274 

Brown,  Jonathan,       504,  529,  530,  551,  654,  665,  669,  673, 
709,  853,  906,  972,  990,  995, 1003, 1064, 1440, 1461 

Brown,  Joseph, 147 

Brown,  Joseph, 1321 

Brown,  Levi, 1321 

Brown,  Moses, 737,  824 

Brown,  Moses, 837 

Brown,  ISTathaniel 272 

Brown,  Pelatiah, 696 

Brown,  Peleg, 1269 

Brown,  Samuel 698,  699,  1463 

Brown,  Samuel, 867 

Brown,  Samuel,  jun 371,  986 

Brown,  Samuel,  jun., 870 

Brown,  Simon,  ........    1321 

Brown,  Thomas, 274 

Brown,  Thomas, 832 

Brown,  Thomas 1190, 1362 

Brown,  Timothy 1268 

Brown,  Rev.  Timothy 977 

Brown,  William, 934 

Brown,  William,  jun.,      841,  1051,  1054,  1255, 1271, 1299, 

1304,  1325,  1327, 1381,  1452 

Brown,  Woodbridge,  60,  278,  281,  347,  358,  359,  366,  519, 

526,  653,  673,  676,  711,  717,  857,  837,  1237 

Brown,  Wright, 147 

Browue,  John, 1239 

Browne,  William,       .        .  913,  916,  966,  1054,  1055,  1056 
Brownfiold,  .        .        864,  1097,  1153,  1216,  1403, 1426 

Bruce,  Benjamin, 355 

Bruce,  Daniel ggs 

Bruce,  James 912  915 

Bruce,  John ggj 

Bruce,  Jonas jQgg 

Bruce,  Timothy §55 

Brunswick,  15, 101,  211,  315,  365,  369,  404,  431,  577,  752, 
789,  830,  833,  834,  864,  893, 948, 1102, 1156, 
1220,  1404,  1427 

Brunswick  (Germany), 842 

Bryant,  James 106O 

Bryant,  John, 276,  350,  351,  352 

Bryant,  Joseph, 620 
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Bryant,  Beth 914, 916 

Brymer,  Alexander 912,  915 

Bubier,  Joseph 295,  354 

Buck,  Jonathan 469 

Buck,  Joseph 1039 

Buck,  Rachel, 859 

Buckingham,  Jedediak 832 

Buckingham,  William 832 

Duckland, 957,958,1047,1307 

Bucklen,  Jeremiah, 1320 

Bucklen,  John, •  .    1320 

Huckmiuster,  Joseph,        .        .        .    141,  367,  1355,  1445 

Buckminster,  Lawson 1038 

Buckuum,  Isaiah, 860 

Bull,  D:ivid 716 

Bull,  James, 1435 

Bull,  John 1264 

Bull,  Jonathan, 716 

Bull,  Robert, 993, 994 

Bullard,  Ephraim, 867 

Bullard,  Moses,  .        .        .        .   •    ,       ,       .        .      867 

Bullard,  Seth 1343 

Bullard,  Timothy 631 

Bullen,  Moses,    .        .       •. 362 

Bulling  (see  Bullen). 

Bullough,  Joseph 992 

Bumpus,  Thomas, 914, 916 

Bunker's  HiU, 605, 1007, 1028 

Buntin,  John 824 

Burbeck,  William 1130, 1271, 1272 

Burcfi,  William,  .         53,  55,  912,  915,  966, 1054,  1056 

Burden,  William 914,  916 

Burghcart,  John  (see  Borghardt). 

Burgoync,  John,        .        .       841,  843,  844,  845,  985, 1317 

Burk,  Edward, 1040 

Burk,  Seth 989 

Burk,  Waight, 832 

Burke,  John 1269 

Burkes,  James, 1337 

Burks,  William, 1337 

Burnam,  John 295,  354 

Burnam,  Josiah, 536 

Burnham,  Elisha 1269, 1270 

Buraham,  Reuben 835 

Burnham,  Simeon 835 

Burns,  John, 1046 

Burns,  Joseph lOU 

Burridgc,  Samuel, 993, 994 

Burrill,  John  {Speaker  of  the  Rouse  of  Represent- 
atives),     381 

Burrill,  Samuel, 643 

Burroughs,  Simon, 1242 

Burroughs,  William, 176 

Burrows,  John 1029 

Bursul,  Ebenezer, I335 

Burt,  David,  tertius 379 

Burt,  Jonathan,  jun., 379 

Burton,  William, 912,915 

Bush,  David ©14, 91a,  1054 

Bush,  Gideon 718 

Bushnell,  Esebrias 1029, 1032 

Bussey,  Thomas, 848 

Butler,  Asa, 630, 531 

Butler,  James, 274 

Butler,  James 1046 

Butler,  Joseph 90,306 

Butler,  Joseph 53O,  531 

Butt,  David 370 

Butterfield,  Joseph,    . 978 
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Butterfield,  Levi 1041 

Butterfield,  Reaben 1041 

Buttrick,  Nathan,       .        .        1190, 1350, 1359, 1360, 1362 

Buxton,      206,  313,  402,  429,  574,  750,  787,  864,  891,  945, 

1097, 1152, 1216,  1403,  1426 

Byles,  Mather,  jun 912,  915, 1005 

G. 

Cabot,  George, 179, 189, 190 

Cabot,  Marston 1003 

Cahoon,  Reynolds 656,  658,  659 

Caldwell,  Charles, 716 

Caldwell,  George, 716 

Caldwell,  James, 716 

Caldwell,  John, .410 

Caldwell,  Joshua 527 

Caldwell,  William •        .    1445 

Calkin,  Simon 717,  827 

Call,  Caleb, 1071, 1239 

Call,  Obadiah,  jun., 1022 

Callahan,  Charles 915,  917, 1054, 1056 

Callender,  Joseph 1370 

Cambridge,  8,  34,  44,  45,  50,  52,  55,  64,  75,  94,  121,  138, 
139,  144,  143, 155,  170,  181,  195,  210,  259, 
308,  348,  S97,  425,  440,  457,  467,  507,  514, 
531,  567,  655,  663,  707,  715,  719,  720.  745, 
783,  855,  857,  863,  887,  901,  902,  914,  937, 
971, 990, 1056, 1057, 1058, 1059,  lOGO,  1061, 
1062,  1063,  10G4,  1085,  1142,  1184,  1196, 
1206,  1293,  1299,  1370,  1400,  1423 
Camden,       592,  596,  623,  624,  674,  675,  685,  686,  697,  1310, 

1389, 1462 

Campbell,  Alexander 4C9 

Campbell,  Lawrence  Robert 701 

Campbell,  Philip,        . 978 

Campbell,  Robert, 1238 

Campbell,  WUliam 1236 

Camp  Lower  Salem 1283 

Camp  North  Castle 683 

Canada 262,  640,  720,  842 

Caner,  Henry 912,  915, 1005 

Canton, 1447 

Capawa  (see  Martha's  Vineyard) . 

Cape  Ann 137, 148,  149, 1255, 1308, 1309 

Cape  Breton, 977 

Cape  Cod 174,457,458,1120,1121,1255 

Cape  Elizabeth,  15, 101,  211,  315,  404,  431,  577,  752,  789, 
864,  865,  893,  948,  1102,  1156,  1220, 
1252,1342,  1404, 1427 

Capen,  Ebenezer, 1445 

Capen,  James, 1039 

Capron,  Thomas, 274 

Cargill,  James, 1023 

Carleton,  Samuel, 654, 655 

Carlisle,  1189,  1190,  1347, 1350,  1351,  1352,  1353,  1354, 

1355, 1356, 1411,  1443 

Carlton,  Benjamin 1269 

Carlton,  Ebenezer 920, 1009 

Cames,  Edward 1239 

Carpenter,  Cephas, 1321 

Carpenter,  Nehemlah, 975 

Carpenter,  Stephen, 1321 

Carpenter,  William, 826 

Carr,  Benjamin 1242 

Carr,  Caleb,         .       '. 656 

Carr,  Edward,  .  .  .  •  .  658,  659, 984, 985 
Carr,  Peleg,  .....*.  658,  650, 984 
Carr,  Richmond,  .  .  .  .  .  658,659,084 
Carr,  Robert, 658,  659,  984 
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CarroU,  Patrick 272 

Carter,  Asa 1046 

Carter,  Benjamin 856,  859 

Carter,  Benjamin,  jun 859 

Carter,  Ellas, 1046 

Carter,  Elisha 1046 

Carter,  James, 1273 

Carter,  John 1239 

Carter,  Jonathan, 1170,1171,1325 

Carter,  Joshua, •        .       .      860 

Carter,  Nehemlah 1266 

Carter,  Samuel, 1046 

Carter,  Timothy 859 

Carver,  Caleb, 914, 916 

Carver,  Melzar, 914,  916 

Cary,  Eleazer 1045 

Cary,  Jonathan, 274 

Cary,  Reuben, 826 

Casco  Bay 600,  688 

Case,  Aaron 1321 

Case,  Amos 860 

Casey,  Adam, 658, 659 

Castle  Island, 1246, 1306 

Castle  William,  .        .  29, 108,  140,  246,  348,  349,  652,  1247 

Caswell,  Samuel, 63 

Cator,  John, 185 

Cazneau,  Andrew, 912,915 

Cedar-Swamp  Brook 975 

Chace,  Ammi, 914, 916 

Chace,  Levi, 914,  916, 1054 

Chad  bourn,  Benjamin,       .        .     507,619,778,1381,1456 

Chadboum,  Paul, 1337 

Chadboum,  Simon 1337 

Chadwick,  Barnabas, 716 

Chadwick,  John, 238,1434 

Chaffee,  Joseph, 1029 

Chamberlain,  Stephen 177 

Chambers,  John 1357 

Champlin,  Robert 1439 

Champney,  Nathan, 1039 

Chandler,  Abraham, 1445 

Chandler,  Gardner,    .       .       .        .        .       859, 915, 916 

Chandler,  James, 1348, 1349,  1350 

Chandler,  John, 147 

Chandler,  John,       237,  297,  355,  858,  914,  916, 1054, 1069, 

1231, 1234 

Chandler,  John,  jun 147 

Chandler,  Joseph 147 

Chandler,  Judah, 833 

Chandler,  Nathaniel 915,  916 

Chandler,  Rufus 914,  916 

Chandler,  WiUiam 914,916 

Chapell,  Joseph 718 

Chnpell,  William, 718 

Chapin,  Adams,         ....  1332,1387,1442 

Ch  ipin,  Benjamin 797,  853 

Chapin,  Eli 797 

Chapin,  Gershom, 199 

Chapin,  Moses, 1387,1442 

Chapin,  Oliver, 338 

Chapman,  Ebenezer, 660 

Chapman,  Eliphaz 1010 

Chapman,  Hains 660 

Chapman,  Samuel 716 

Chapmon  (see  Chapman). 

Chappaquiddic,  ...       342,  381,  382,  383,  732, 1125 
Charlemont,     10,  96,  210,  311,  399,  427,  530,  570,  747,  7S5, 
863,  889,  941,  957,  958,  1046,  1017,  10  IS, 
1091, 1147, 1211, 1251, 1342, 1402,  1424 


Page 
Charles  River,       216,  461,  775,  776,  805,  84S,  905,  971, 
1057,  1058, 1059,  1060,  1061,  1062,  1063, 
1124 

Charleston, 1013 

Charlestown  (see,  also,  under  lanes  Medford  and 
Middle),  8,  44,  45,  67,  87,  94,  147, 168,  210,  308,  322,  397, 
425,  434,  435,  454,  455,  458,  613,  514,  526,  529, 
567,  664,  667,  707,  715,  719,  745,  783,  830,  8G3, 
887,  914,  937,  1005,  1058,  1059,  1060,  1002, 
1071, 1085,  1121, 1142,  11S4,  1206,  1231,  1209, 
1240, 1243,  1249,  1256,  1270,  1286,  1400,  1423 

Charlestown  Neck 064 

Charlton,  14,  99,  211,  314,  403,  429,  575,  751,  788,  864,  802, 
946,  1098, 1154,  1218, 1238, 1403,  1423 

Chase,  Amos, 264, 2fij 

Chase,  Bradstreet ISJ 

Chase,  Caleb Go4 

Chase,  Follansbee, 1334 

Chase,  John, 185 

Chase,  John, 1321 

Chase,  Shadrach 914,  916 

Chase,  Thomas 185, 1292, 1293 

Chase,  William 844 

Chatham,  12,  97,  203,  210,  263,  312,  395,  401,  428,  572, 
749,  787,  864,  891,  943,  1094,  1150,  1214, 
1383,  1384, 1402, 1425 

Chauncy,  Charles 510,  520, 1337 

Chauncy,  Charles,  D.  D 1194 

Chauncy,  Josiah, 411, 1002 

Chebacco 478,536,537 

Cheever,  Aaron, 272 

Cheever,  David,  .        .        513,*  518,  519,  638,  688,  693,  834 

Cheever,  Ezekiel 1057,  1435 

Chehnsford,  9,  95,  210,  309,  397,  425,  568,  745,  784,  818, 
831,  863,  888,  938,  1086,  1143,  1189,  1207, 
1347,  1352,  1353,  1354,  1355,  1356,  1357, 
1358,  1359,  1360,  1361, 1362,  1400,  1411, 
1423,  1443 
Chelsea,  7,  90,  93, 142,  210,  307,  396,  424,  515,  566, 

n5,  743,  783,  863,  887,  936,  1082,  1140, 
1204,  1299,  1306,  1342,  1399,  1422 

Chenery,  Ephraim,    . 1343 

Cheney,  Daniel, 992 

Cheney,  Ebenezer 1050 

Cheney,  Jolm, 920,  1010 

Cheney,  Levi, 1050 

Cheney,  Moses 1051 

Cheney,  Tristram 52 

Cheney,  William,  jun 992 

Cherry  Valley 1002 

Cheshire, 1003,  1320, 1323 

Chester 1231 

Chesterfield,    10,  96, 125,  210,  297,  311,  356,  400,  427,  571, 
747,  786,  831,  832,  833,  863,  890,  942,  9S9, 
1091, 1148, 1212,  1402,  1425 
Chesterfield  Gore,        831,  832,  833, 1143, 1212, 1242, 1299, 

1402, 1425 
Chestnut-Plain  Road,         .        .        .       .       .        .123 

Chicabee  (see  Chicopee), 

Chicopee  Parish 376 

Chicopee  River 336,  337,  338,  339,  379 

Child,  Edward 176 

Child,  John 176,177,367 

Child,  John,  jun., 273 

Child,  Lemuel '.        .176 

Child,  Samuel 992 

Child,  Thomas 688,1135 

ChilJs,  Abraham, 1039 

ChildB,John, 1442 
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Chilmark,  13,  88,  89,  99,  211,  313,  402,  429,  461  574, 

668,  669,  750,  788,  864,  892,  945,  1097, 
1124, 1153, 1217, 1403,  1426 

ChllBon,  Elihu, 989 

Chilson,  Joseph, 9S9 

Choate,  Francis 538 

Choate,  John 287,  536,  537,  996 

Choate,  Joseph,  . 824 

Choate,  Stephen,  152,  287,  543,  675,  821,  830,  990,  1025, 
1048,  1135,  1249,  1263,  1264,  1291, 
1309,  1338,  1339,  1341,  1439,  1449, 
1461 

Choate's  Mills 31,  287 

Christians, 520, 529 

Church,  Benjamin, 362 

Church,  Benjamin,  jun 511,  912,  915 

Church,  Daniel 717,  826 

Church,  Moses 1435 

Church  of  England,    .        230,  231,  253,  254,  279,  284, 1024 

Churchill,  Stephen 1319 

Claflin,  Abner 989 

Clam-Cove  Neck, 674, 697 

Clap,  Daniel,       .        .       273,  836,  848,  851,  985,  999, 1053 

Clap,  Ebenezer 350,  351,  352 

Clap,  Supply, 669 

Clap,  Thomas, 716, 1352, 1355 

Clapp,  Elijah, 716 

Clark,  Alexander, 353 

Clark,  Benjamin 834 

Clark,.Caleb 817 

Clark,  Charles  E.,M.D.,  .        .        .  1348,1350,1351 

Clark,  Ebenezer,  terlius 989 

Clark,  Elisha, 854 

Clark,  George 1269 

Clark,  Gideon 984 

Clark,  James 1232, 1233 

Clark,  John, 656 

Clark,  John 1307 

Clark,  John,  jun 1337 

Clark,  John,  M.D., 912,915 

Clark,  Jonathan 989 

Clark,  Joseph, 797,  858 

Clark,  Martin, 989 

Clark,  Nathan, 989 

Clark,  Nathan 1445 

Clark,  Nathan,  jun., 875,  975 

Clark,  llobert 1046 

Clark,  Thomas, 185 

Clark,  Thomas  (Plymouth),     .        .        .     175,460,1123 

Clark,  Timothy, 1022 

Clark,  William 975 

Clark,  William, 1003, 1242, 1321 

Clarke,  Benjamin 1321 

Clarke,  Isaac, 912, 915 

Clarke,  John 995 

Clarke,  John,  D.D. II94 

Clarke,  Jonathan 912,  915,  1054 

Clarke,  Jonathan, 999 

Clarke,  Nathaniel 975 

Clarke,  Richard,         .        ,        .912,  915, 1005, 1054, 1056 

Clarke,  Thomas, 262 

Clarke,  Thomas  {Deputy  Secretary  of  the  province), 

536, 1355 

Claverack,   .       • 1376,1377 

Cleaveland,  John,       .        .  478,  533,  534,  535,  530,  537 

Cleaves,  Joshua, 347 

Clement,  Benjamin, I45 

Cleveland,  Stephen I79 

Clinton,  George,         .      ■ 1265, 1461 


Pass 

Clother,  Ambrose, 656 

Clother,  Jesse, 659 

Clother,  John 656,659 

Cluff,  Samuel 1337 

Coats,  David 737,  824 

Cobb,  David 1194 

Cobb,  David 1291 

Cobb,  Josiah 1050 

Cobb,  Nicholas, 914,  916 

Cobbesccontc  Great  Pond,        .        .        .       129,  132, 147 

Cobbeseconte  Stream 129,  923 

Coburn,  John, 176,  275 

Cochran,  John 353 

Cochran,  Thomas, 1268 

Cock,  William 1038 

Codding,  George,       ....      654,  713,  860, 1038 

Codman,  John, 1059 

Codner,  William 274,  912,  915 

Coffin,  Isaac, 1335 

Coffin,  John, 912,  915,  1054,1056 

Coffin,  Nathaniel 912,  915, 1005, 1054 

Coffin,  Peter,      .  151,  711,  816,  821,  829,  835,  845,  S71,  9S2, 
995,  999, 1053,  1310, 1450 

Coffin,  Simeon 847, 1335 

Coffin,  William,  jun.,         .        .       226,  277,  912,  915, 1005 
Cogswell,  Jonathan,  jun.,  .        .       478, 536, 537, 696 

Cogswell,  Samuel, 1236 

Cohasset,  49,  50,  89,  93,  210,  307,  396,  424,  566,  743,  782, 
802,  886,  935,  1045,  1081,  1139,  1203,  1399, 
1422 

Colbum,  Benjamin, 1011 

Colbum,  OUver 1011 

Colbum,  Reuben 1011 

Cole,  Daniel 1348,1350 

Cole,  John, 1003 

Cole,  Nathaniel, 1011 

Cole,  Simeon, 1320 

Cole,  Timothy 716 

Coles,  WiUiam 295,  354 

Collins,  Benoni 1321 

Collins,  Thomas 848 

Collyer,  Hezekiah,  jtin 716 

Collyer,  John, 295,  354 

Collyer,  Thomas 295,  354 

Colony  Line 272,  273,  975 

Colrain,  10,  96,  210,  310,  399,  427,  570,  747,  785,  863,  889, 
941,  1091,  1126,  1127,  1147,  1211,  1268,  1269, 
1270, 1402,  1424 

Colson,  Ebenezer, 1242 

Colton  Aaron, S79 

Comee,  John 975 

Comee,  Joseph 975 

Comings  {see  Cummings). 

Conant,  Asa, 1049 

Conant,  Benjamin,      .        .        .        .        .        .        .    1050 

Conant,  Daniel 190 

Conant,  Ezra .        .     962, 1050 

Conunt,  Ezra,  jun., 1050, 1051 

Conant,  Nathaniel 847, 1337 

Conant,  Samuel, 1239 

Concord,  8,  45,  68,  94,  139,  195,  210,  308,  397,  425,  454, 
455,  507,  521,  526,  507,  701,  745,  783,  863,  887, 
914,  933,  1085,  1117,  1143, 1170, 1189, 1190, 1207, 
1254,  1255,  1256,  1261,  1208,  1325,  1347,  1348, 
1349,  1350,  1351,  1352,  1353,  1354,  1355,  1356, 
1357,  1358,  1359,  1360,  1301,  1362,  1363,  1400, 
1411, 1423,  1439,  1443, 1452 
Concord   River,  1189,  1347,  1318,  1349,  1350,  1351,  1352, 

1355, 1357, 1358 
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Conduit,  Silas 1264 

Condy,  Jeremiah 275 

Coney,  Nathaniel, 1443 

Congregatlonals, 697 

Congress,  American  or  Condnental,  410,  437,  445,  451, 
463,  467,  4^3,  470,  472,  473,  477,  479,  4S5, 
503,  505,  506,  515,  516,  521,  522,  523,  524, 
525,  527,  52S,  529,  530,  532,  537,  543,  544, 
548,  549,  558,  561,  5S3,  591,  600,  6ij1,  608, 
612,  625,  628,  639,  WO,  651,  652,  653,  668, 
669,  670,  67S,  679,  650,  6S1,  652,  683,  634, 
687,  688,  690,  693,  694,  702,  705,  705,  706, 
721,  722,  725,  729,  730,  770,  772,  777,  809, 
811,  813,  814,  818,  820,  821,  837,  844,  845, 
846,  850,  851,  854,  9-23,  931,  933,  983,  995, 
1009,  1012,  1013,  1015,  1016,  1017,  1013, 
1019,  1025,  1026,  1033,  1034,  1035,  1036, 
1043,  1053,  1077,  1080,  1133,  1134,  1137, 
1174,  1173,  1179,  1180,  1181,  1202,  1231, 
1242,  1243,  1243,  1249,  1253,  1254,  1257, 
1258,  1259,  1262,  1263,  1265,  1206,  1275, 
1276,  1277,  1278,  1279,  1281,  12S2,  12S3, 

1286,  1287,  1288,  1289,  1290,  1291,  1292, 
1293,  1294,  1295,  1297,  1298,  1303,  13U, 
1312,  1313,  1332,  1333,  1339,  1310,  1311, 
1369,  1370,  13n,  1376,  1379,  13S0,  1395, 

1397,  1393,  1412,  1413,  1417,  1421,  1433, 
1439,  1440,  1452,  1453,  1455,  1460,  1461 

Conkay,  Israel, 915,  916 

Connecticut,  25,  34,  35,  38,  62,  81, 186,  370,  377,  521,  530, 
533,  537,  689,  670,  OH,  673,  678,  6S3,  685, 
686,  716,  723,  809,  810,  811,  813,  S50,  851, 
1012,  1013,  1014,  1015,  1017,  1013,  1070, 
1232,  1349,  1256,  1257,  1253,  1259,  1262, 
12&i,  1266,  1295,  1297,  1338,  1339,  1379, 
1384,  1439,  1453,  1459,  1460 
Connecticut  Kiver,  123,  147,  148,  335,  336,  337,  339,  375, 
376,  377,  379,  380,  927, 1139 

Connor,  Samuel 847 

Continental  Army,  447,  521,  531,  582,  595,  596,  597,  599, 
612,  614,  627,  651,  663,  673,  679,  KO,  6S2, 
683,  684,  686,  687,  694,  700,  703,  714,  719, 
757,  776,  778,  793,  800,  811,  S12,  813,  829, 
833,  837,  879,  897,  955,  964,  965,  1002, 
1012,  1013,  1038,  ia39,  104i),  1041,  1042, 
1043,  1044,  1045,  1076.  1112,  1133,  1134, 
1135,  1165,  1133,  11S4,  1103,  1199,  1200, 
1201,  1229,  1246,  li47,  1243,  1251,  1259, 
1260,  1261,  1279,  1281,  1232,  12S3,  1284, 

1287,  1289,  1290,  1291,  1294,  1296,  1297, 
1293,  1290,  1300,  1301,  1303,  1304,  1305, 
1307,  1314,  1363,  1365,  1372,  1373,  1374, 
1375,  1376,  1377,  1378,  1382,  1384,  1387, 

1398,  1403,  1432,  1435 

Continental  Journal  and  Weekly  Advertiser,  820,  954, 
1035,  1111,  1154, 1223,  1364,  1368,  1407, 1431 

Continental  Navy 612, 1246, 1261 

Conuers,  Daniel 841 

Conway,  5, 11,  53,  90,  97, 123, 125, 141, 142,  210,  310,  399, 
426,  542,  570,  747, 735,  853,  854,  863,  889, 914, 
940, 1042,  1043,  1048,  1089,  1146,  1210, 1303, 
1401, 1424 

Cook,  Andrew 1242 

Cook,  Asaph, 998 

Cook,  Daniel, 1049, 1051 

Cook,  Jacob, 975 

Cook,  Samuel 998 

Cook,  Stephen ,        .        .        ,      975 

Cooke,  Abel, ,    1046 
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Cooke,  Josiah, 1046 

Cooke,  Josiah,  jun., 1046 

Cooke,  Nathan, 1046 

Cooke,  Nicholas,         .        .       669,  683,  723,  724,  809, 1004 

Cooke,  Oliver, 1046 

Cooke,  Thomas 366,  CG5 

Cookson,  John, 274 

Cookson,  John, 692,  973 

Cookson,  Eeuben 973 

Coolidge,  Daniel, 12CD 

Coolidge,  Isaac,  .        .  ' 1349 

Coolidge,  Isaiah SCO 

-Coolidge,  Joseph 1239 

Coombs,  Anthony 831 

Coombs,  Joseph, 674,  699, 1 163 

Coombs,  William, 8'24,  SJ". 

Cooper,  Samuel,  D.D 1194, 1369,  l:'.7 ) 

Cooi)er,  WilUam,  513, 538,  609, 653,  661,  662,  663,  663,  672, 
673,  695,  702,  709,  711,  725,  iDol 

Copeland,  Ephraim 1130, 1271,  1272 

Copeland,  ilosea 592,  674,  675, 1343 

Copeland,  Thomas, 374 

Copeland's  Creek, 674 

CopeUn,  Moses  (see  Copeland) 

Corah,  Reuben, 658,  659 

Corbin,  Ezekiel, 832 

Corbitt,  Joseph 1329 

ComwaUis,  Charles,  Lord 1313 

Cory,  Isaac, 992 

Cottle,  Shubael, 6C7 

Cotton,  John,  64,  69, 147,  265,  284,  354,  357,  359,  380,  859, 

12S7 

Cotton,  Roland, 1355 

Cottrell,  Stephen, 283 

Cougton,  William,      .        .        •        .        .        .        .    1040 

Coulion,  Thomas, 915, 917 

Counce,  Samuel, 674 

Courtney,  Thomas 912,  915 

Cousens,  Joseph, 847 

Cow  Hill 334,  875,  975 

Cow-house  River  (see  Waters' a  River). 

Cox,  Edward, 912,  915 

Coxhall,    777,  778,  846,  864,  1097,  1152,  1177,  1173,  1216, 
1334, 1335, 1336, 1337, 1338,  1403, 1426 

Coy's  Hill 133 

Craddock,  Mary, 1055 

Craft,  Eleazer, 536,1044 

Craft,  Jonathan, 995 

Craft,  Joseph 993,  994 

Craft,  Moses,. 994 

Craft,  Samuel, 992 

Craft,  Thomas, 715 

Craig,  James 915,  916 

Craige,  James 147 

Craige,  Joseph, 716 

Craige,  Thomas, 841, 842,  843 

Cram,  Daniel 692,  977,  978 

Cram,  Daniel,  jun. 978 

Cranch,  Joseph 358 

Cranch,  Nathaniel 358 

Cranch,  Richard,  995,  1020,1025,1034,1048,1049,1130, 
1134,  1135, 1192, 1243, 12n,  1272, 1280,  1344,  1397, 1456 

Crane,  Elijah, 713 

Crane,  John, 1038, 1040, 1279 

Crane,  SUas 1444,  1445, 1446 

Crane,  Thomas,  513,  519,  667,  720,  814,  830,  847,  983, 
993,  999,  1016,  1025,  1026,  1027, 
1030,  1034,  1052,  1053,  1054,  1201, 
1238,  1363,  1364,  1450,  1451, 1461 
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Crane,  "William, 1444, 1445 

Crane  River, 270 

Crane  River  Bridge, 222,  272 

Cranston,  Elislia, 681 

Cresey,  Job, 1337 

Crocker,  John, 287 

Crocker,  Lemuel, 827 

Crocker,  Noah, 826 

Crocker,  Timothy,     ...        .        .        .        .        .977 

Crockett,  Robinson 834 

Crockit,  Jonathan,      ....      674,  693,  699,  1463 

Crockit,  Nathaniel, 699 

Croft,  Samuel 716 

Crombey,  William, 275 

Crooker,  Francis, 2S2 

Crosby,  Benjamin 1357 

Crosby,  Nathan, 1357 

Crosby,  Nathan,  juu 1357 

Cross,  Jonathan 920, 1009 

Cross,  Joseph, 920,1010 

Cross,  Samuel, 920, 1010 

Cross,  Simeon, 920, 1009 

Cross,  Stephen,  .         709,  845,  1005,  1049,  1246,  1336,  1337 

Cross,  William, 920, 1009 

Cross,  William,  jun., 920,  1009 

Cross  River, 329, 370 

Crossman,  George 1448 

Croton  River, 1285,1286 

Crowl,  Andrew, 859 

Growl,  John,  jun., 859 

Crowinshield,  George,       ....       179,  189, 190 

Crowinshield,  Jacob 179, 190 

Crown  Point 1235 

Culver,  Samuel, 141 

Cumberland  (Rhode  Island), 1261 

Cumberland,  County  of,  15, 17, 44, 46,  65, 101, 103, 196, 211, 
21S,  304,  305,  315,  318,  329,  362,  363,  366,  404, 
406,  431,  433,  439,  456,  465,  469,  470,  513,  515, 
523,  553,  554,  559,  577,  5S0,  603,  678,  685,  691, 
692,  752,  755,  789,  791,  833,  834,  835,  836,  801, 
864,  865,  877,  881,  893,  895,  915,  948,  952,  978, 
980, 982,  983, 1007,  1102, 1109,  1115,  1135, 1156, 
1162,  1220,  1226,  1284,  1296,  1297,  1298,  1307, 
1308,  1342,  1377,  1381,  1384,  1404,  1405,  1427, 
1429 
Cummings,  Daniel, 859 


Cummings,  Daniel, 
Cummings,  Isaac, 
Cummings,  John, 
Cummings,  Joseph, 
Cummings,  Lemuel, 
Cummings,  Nathaniel 
Cummings,  Samuel,    , 


.  984 
.  1445 
68,  1240 
.  983 
.  1386 
1412,  1449 
1412, 1445,  1449 


Cummington  {nee  Number  Five),    1003,  1072,  1073,  1148, 

1212,  1241,  1321,  1402, 1424 

Cunningham,  Archibald,    .        .        .    912,  915,  1005,  1054 

Cunningham,  Elijah,  ....        658,  659,  984,  988 

Cunningham,  John 357 

Cunningham,  John, 658,  659,  934 

Cunningham,  Nathaniel 1058 

Cunningham,  Robert 867 

Cunningham,  William 357 

Curtis,  Charles 914,  916, 1054 

Curtis,  Edward, 1242 

Curtis,  Ephraim, 854,  857 

Curtis,  John, 928,  1024 

Curtis,  .Joseph, 1S5 

Curtis,  Joseph, 1324,  1325 

Curtis,  Obadiah, 357 
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Curtis,  Oliver 858,  859 

Curtis,  Samuel,  .        .  716,  797,  858,  1040,  1270,  1293,  1449 

Curtis,  Zachariah, 989 

Curtiss,  Abigail, 677 

Curtiss,  Jacob, 077 

Curtiss,  John 677 

Cushing,  Ann 121,  145,  146 

Cushing,  Caleb,  263,  266,  268,  273,  274,  278,  359,  371,  372, 

538,  657,  70S,  848,  1203 

Cushing,  Charles,        .        .       278,  065,  607,  690,  700,  1381 

Cushing,  Ezekiel, 977 

Cushing,  James, 145 

Cushing,  John ■        .        .      381 

Cushing,  John, 833 

Cushing,  John 1041.  1295 

Cushing,  John, 1059 

Cushing,  Jonathan, 275,  350 

Cushing,  Joseph,         .        .         411,  509,  510,  519,  G9S,  721 

Cushing,  Nathan,  541,  711,   726,   1026,   1048,    1052,  1054, 

1062,  1194,  1245,  1248,  1273,  1461 

Cushing,  Richard 1023 

Cushing,  Seth 512,  513,  538,  662,  1052 

Cushing,  Theophilus, 70 

Cushing,  Thomas  {Speaker  of  the  House  of  Renre- 

sentatives),  61,  64,  69,  147, 148,  265,  279,  353, 
357,  359,  373,  380,  383,  525,  530,  537,  538,  651, 
660,  661,  668,  669,  672,  681,  682,  685,  688,  711, 
712,  723,  809,  810,  811,  812,  838,  839,  858,  987, 
1005,  1012,  1013,  1015,  1016,  1026,  1035,  1053, 
1057, 1194,  1237,  1242,  1245,  1248,  1256,  1257, 
1258, 1262,  1263,  1264,  1273,  1283,  1314,  1315, 
1317,  1318,  1319,  1338,  1340,  1356,  1369,  1370, 
1435,  1439,  1452,  1454,  1455,  1460 
Cushing,  William,      .        .      130,  133, 136, 137, 1194, 1276 

Cushman,  Caleb 832 

Cutler,  Ebenezer, 914, 916 

Cutler,  Jonathan 859 

Cutler,  Robert 51,  71,  72 

Cutler,  Rev.  Robert 51,  72 

Cutler,  Thomas, 914,  916,  1005 

Cutter,  Edward 185 

Cutter,  John 185 

Cutter,  Jonathan, 857 

Cutting,  Francis, 858 

Cutts,  Edward,  370,  510,  602,  989,  990,  1010,   1173,  1291, 

1337,  1338,  1343 

Cutts,  Joseph, 185 

Cutts,  Richard,    .        . 185 

Cutts,  Robert, 185 

Cutts,  Thomas,   . 185 

Cutts,  Thomas,  jun., 185 


». 


Daggett,  Henry, 
Daggett,  John,    . 
Daggett,  Samuel, 
Daggett,  Samuel, 
Dakin,  Jonathan, 
Dakin,  Joseph,    . 
Dale,  Archelaus, 
Dale,  Ebenezer, 
Daleney,  Charles, 
Dalton,  James,    . 
Dalton,  Tristram, 

Dalva  {see  Dclva). 
Dana,  Benjamin, 
Dana,  Caleb, 
Dana,  Daniel, 


654,  660,  669,  682,  706,  722, 
1034 


1013 
141 

713 
807 
274 
1347 
268 
272 
358 
1239 
102s, 
,  1I'.>4 

1057 
1058 
1050 
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Dana,  Trancis,  538,  540,  651,  663,  668,  672,  685,  693,  702, 
711,  726,  838,  871, 1009,  1053, 1054, 1055, 
1194,  1245,  1315, 1317 

Dana,  Joseph 1050 

Dana,  Mary 992 

Dana,  Richard 275,  276 

Dana,  Stephen 860,  1010 

Dana,  William, 837,  838 

Dandely,  William, 1046 

Danforth,  Joseph, 368 

Danforth,  Samuel, 64,  848,  849 

Danforth,  Thomas 914,  916, 1005 

Daniel,  Joseph, 870 

Daniels,  Francis, 975, 976 

Daniels,  Samuel, '      .      867 

Danielson,  Timothy,     379,  662,  672,  681,  698,  847,  850, 

1029,  1053,  1234,  1245,  1264, 

1273,  1311,  1338,  1340,  1369, 

1371,  1373,   1435,  1439, 1454, 

1455 

Danvers,  7,  57,  90,  93,  210,  213,  214,  221, 222,  223, 268, 270, 

271,  272,  285,  307,  396,  424,  461,  543,  566,  744, 

783, 863, 887,  936,  1083, 1124,  1141,  1205, 1400, 

1422 

Dauvers  Neck 223,  272 

Darby  {see  Derby) . 

Dark  Swamp, 973, 974' 

Darrow,  James, 656, 660 

Darrow,  Nathaniel 056 

Dart,  Nathan 660 
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Fellows,  Ezra 1029 

Fellows,  John, 469, 1434,  1435, 1436 

Fellows,  William, 1236 

Felton,  Francis, 1305 

Felton,  Malachi, 267 

Felton,  Nathaniel 350,  351,  352 

Felton,  Skelton, 989 

Feltt,  Moses, 867 

Fenner,  Thomas, 1321 

Fennimore,  Thomas, 1264 

Ferguson,  Timothy 185 

Fernald,  Dennis, 185 

Fernald,  Eleazer, 185 

Fernald,  Joel 185 

Fernald,  Timothy 185 

Fernald,  Tobias 185, 1278, 1286 

Fernald,  Tobias,  jun.,        ....:.      185 

Fernald,  William 185 

Fessenden,  John,        .        .        .  265,  851, 1040, 1294, 1433 

Fessenden,  Peter .      676 

Fettyplace,  Edward, 295, 354 

Feltyplace,  Edward,  jun. 295  354 

Field,  David 148,  280,  958 

Field,  Jonathan 369,  370 

Field,  Seth, 355 

Fife,  James, 866 

Fife,  Robert, 8C5 

Finney,  David, •        .        .      600 

Finney  (see  Phinney) . 

First  Church  (Ipswich) 533,  534 

Fish,  David 1321 

Fish,  James, 1269 

Fish,  Joseph 1269 

Fisher,  Aaron, 989 

Fisher,  David, 776 

Fisher,  Jabez,  184,  261,  268,  354,  357,  366,  375,  410,  411, 
672,  718,  776,  972,  974,  985,  1016, 1281, 
1341,  1343 

Fisher,  John, 863 

Fisher,  Jonathan 9S9 

Fisher,  Nathaniel,  866,  868,  870,  871,  1343,  1437,  1450 

Fisher,  Ralph 358 

Fisher,  Samuel 976 

Fisher,  Simon, 1343 

Fisher,  Wilfred 913,  915 

Fishkill, 1043 

Fisk,  Daniel 832 

Fisk,  John,  . 179 

Fisk,  Jonathan, 797 

Fisk,  Phinehas 826 

Fiak,  Richard 1033 

Fisk,  Samuel 713 

Fitch,  Ephraim 1024,  1436 

Fitch,  Samuel,    .        .        .    913,  915,  966,  1005,  1054,  1055 
Fitchburg,  14,  100,  211,  234,  279,  314,  403,  430,  575,  751, 

788, 810,  864,  892,  947, 1099, 1155, 1213, 1404, 

1427 

Fitts,  Abraham, 859 

Fitts,  Samuel 185 

Fitzherbert,  William 53,  54,  55,  62 

Fitzroy,  Augustus  Henry  (see  Grafton). 

Flagg,  Richard 841 

Fleet,  John 118 

Fleet,  Thomas,    .        .     ' 118 

Fleet  Street  (Boston), 262 

Fleming,  John, 913,  010,  1005 

Flcmming,  Abraham 1232 

Fletcher,  Benjamin, 1360 
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Fletcher,  Henry 1357 

Fletcher,  John 824 

Fletcher,  Margaret 275,  276,  351,  352 

Fletcher,  Samuel, 275 

Fletcher,  Sarah 1190 

Fletcher,  Thomas 274 

Fletcher,  William 349,  350 

Fling.  Henry 699 

Flint,  James 835 

Flint,  Samuel, 267 

Flint's  Corner, .       973,  974 

Florance,  Henry 295,  354 

Floyd,  William 1257 

Fluckei,  Thomas,  148,  212,  213,  279,  373,  697,  85S,  859, 
913,  915,  966,  1001,  1054,  1058, 1356 

Flynt,  Elijah, 844 

Fobes,  Perez, 1194 

Fogg,  Edmund, 692, 978 

Folsom,  Nathaniel 669, 1264 

Foot,  Daniel 37,  3S,  718 

Foot,  David 1458 

Foot,  Jonathan 717,  827 

Foot,  Jonathan,  jun., 717,  827 

Ford,  Francis 1022 

Ford,  Levi, 239, 282 

Fordice,  John 653,  659 

Fordway  (Needham) 804 

Forrest,  James, 913,  915 

Forrest,  Samuel 975 

Forstcr  {see  Fo-ster). 

Fort  Hill  (Boston), 262,652 

Fort  Meadow  (Hadley) 147 

Fosgate,  Ezekiel 865 

Fosgate,  Joel 866 

Fosgate,  Robert 865 

Fosgitt,  Ebenezer  (see  Foskett). 

Foskett,  Ebenezer 1051 

Foster,  Asahel, 835 

Foster,  Dwight 1436, 1461 

Foster,  Ebenezer,  jun 716 

Foster,  Edward,         .        .        .     274,  913,  915, 1054, 1056 

Foster,  Edward,  jun., 913,915 

Foster,  Ezekiel, 1269 

Foster,  Henry 1357 

Foster,  Isaac,      .        .        .  984, 1293,  1294,  1358,  1359 

Foster,  James, 358 

Foster,  Jedediah,  53,  72,  141,  228,  278,  332,  356,  373,  410, 
411,  519,  530,  858,  1276 

Foster,  John .176 

Foster,  John 841,  842,  843 

Foster,  Rev.  John 1057 

Foster,  Jonathan, 1057 

.Foster,  Joseph, 1023 

Foster,  Joseph 1310 

Foster,  Parker, 185 

Foster,  Thomas 381, 1352 

Foster  William 1239 

Fourth  Church  (Ipswich), 536 

'  Fountain,  Barnabas 239,  282 

Fowl  Meadow  (Stoughton), 1448 

Fowle, ,         ...*.....      268 

Fowle,  Jac'vb, 57 

Fowler,  Abner,  ........    1267 

Fowler,  David 1266 

Fowler,  David,  jun., 1266 

Fowler,  Michael 65 

Fowler,  Samuel, 1021 

Fowler.  Silas 1267 

Fox,  Frederick 1265 


PAgb 

Fox,  Jabez, 977 

Foxborough,  863,  875,  876,  899,  956,  976,  1082,  1140,  1204, 
1250,  1299,  1302,  i;;42,  1343,  1346,  1399, 
1422 
Framlngham,  9,  89,  95,  141,  210,  306,  309,  367,  397,  425, 
567,  745,  784,  803,  S8S,  938,  103S,  10.39, 
1051,  1085,  1143,  1171,  1207,  1255,  1271, 
1299,  1304,  1325, 1327,  14U0,  1423,  14.-)2 
France,  347,  485,  819,  918,  1006,  1025,  1020,  1035,  1040, 
1168,  1197,  1282,  1309,  1314,  1316,  1317, 1319, 
1370, 1371,  1379 
Francla  {see  France). 

Francis,  Ebenezer 636 

Frankfort 293,  352 

Franklin,  775,  776,  782,  846,  863,  SS6,  930,  1082,  1140, 1204, 

1201,  1343,  1309,  1422 

Franklin,  Benjamin, 1317,  1319 

Franklin,  Ebenezer, 659,  984 

Franklin,  John,  ....        058,  659,  934,  988 

Franklin,  Samuel, 358 

Franklin,  Simeon 91-I4,  038 

Franks,  David,    ...  ....      703 

Frazier,  Moses o45,  861, 1037, 1240,  1249 

Frazier,  Nathan, 357 

Fredericksburg, 1012 

Freeman,  Barnabas,  184,  367,  837,  999,  1005,  1378,  1381, 

1388 

Freeman,  Benjamin, 184 

Freeman,  Elisha 717,  826,  827 

Freeman,  Enoch, 881, 977 

Freeman,  George 469,  692, 977,  978 

Freeman,  Nalhaniel,  508,  509,  520,  537,  538,  543,  704,  709, 
710,  711,  1009,  1029,  1053,  1056, 
1261,  1282,  1286,  1314,  1343, 
1371,  1381,  1441,  1455,  1456 

Freeman,  Philip, 275,  358 

Freeman,  Philip,  jun., 358 

Freeman,  Reuben, 977 

Freeman,  Samuel,  515,  524,  525,  527,  653,  662,  663,  683, 
688,  691,  692,  693,  714,  721,  822, 
827,  846,  850,  853,  861,  978,  988, 
989,  998,  1023,  1037,  1361,  1331 

Freeman,  Seth, 1378 

Freeman,  Solomon,    ....  867, 1037, 1038, 1378 
Freetown,  12, 98, 171, 211,  312,  329,  370,  401,  428,  573,  749, 
787,  864,  891, 914,  944, 1056, 1095,  1151,  1215, 
1403,  1426 

French, 56, 262 

French,  Abiathar, 989 

French,  Abiathar,  jun 989 

French,  Ebenezer, 1041 

French,  Eli 930 

French,  Jonathan, 1419, 1457,  1459 

French,  Samson, 1206 

French,  Samson,  jun., 1266 

Friend,  Henry 737,  824 

Friend,  John 847 

Friend,  Samuel, 847,  1337 

Friend,  William 737,  823,  824 

Frink,  John, S42 

Frost,  Ebenezer 265 

Frost,  John, 837,  847, 1310,  1381 

Frost,  Jonathan, 9S9 

Frost,  Phinehas, 4G9 

Frost,  Samuel, 147 

Frost-fish  Brook  Bridge 222,  272 

Frost-fish  Brook  River 222,  272 

Frothingham,  Nathaniel 1239 

Frothingham,  Thomas, 1239 
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Fry  (see  Frye). 

Frye,  James, 512 

Frye,  John, 1438 

Frye,  Joseph, 57,563,006,667 

Frye,  Simon, 469,  836,  1463,  1464 

Frye,  Thomas, 1T9, 190 

Fryeburg,  563,  750,  787,  835,  836,  864,  891,  945,  1097, 1152, 

1216,  1252,  1342,  1389,  1403,  1426,  1463,  1464 

Fullam,  Frauds,  .        .        .        .        .       205,234,264 

Fuller,  Aaron 713 

Fuller,  Abraham,  273,  287,  348,  359,  383,  411,  504,  508, 
613,  527,  531,  551,  653,  654,  665, 
667,  609,  701,  808,  859,  869,  991, 
993,  1016,  1273 

Fuller,  Amariah 993,  994 

Fuller,  Amos,      ........      868 

Fuller,  Anna, .992 

Fuller,  Daniel, 905,  992 

Fuller,  David, 992 

Fuller,  David, 1321 

Fuller,  Edward,  .        .        .        .        .        .      993, 994 

Fuller,  Eli 1046 

Fuller,  Jeremiah 1445, 1446 

Fuller,  John, 867 

Fuller,  John, 992 

Fuller,  John,  jun., 867 

Fuller,  Jonathan 1023 

Fuller,  Joshua, 992 

Fuller,  JoBiah,    ........      992 

Fuller,  Josiah,  jun.,   .......      992 

Fuller,  ISTathan 992,  993,  994 

Fuller,  Richard, 992 

Fuller,  Robert 870 

Fuller,  William, 867, 870 

Fuller,  Zebulon, 1232 

Fulton,  Robert, 1269 

«. 

Gage,  Thomas,  284,  353,  304,  409,  410,  411,  505,  506,  592, 

076,  707,  710,  839,  867,  069, 985, 1003, 

1007,  1060, 1237,  1320 

Gageborough  {see  Number  Four),  162,  211,  317,  406,  432, 

579,  754,  791,  847,  895,  911,  912, 1002, 1003. 

1029,  1241, 1320,  1321 

Gale,  Daniel 1050 

Gale,  David 1050 

Gale,  Henry, 858 

Gale,  Jonathan, 1050 

Gallison,  John, 149 

Galway,  William 914,  916 

Gambling  End, 298,  357 

Gannett,  Caleb, 1194,  1369,  1370 

Gardiner,  Gideon 1011 

Gardiner,  Silvester,    .        .  227,  913,  915, 1005, 1054, 1056 
Gardinerstown,  211,  316,  367,  405,  431,  578,  753,  790,  894, 

923,  924,  950,  1011 
Gardner,  Benjamin,  .        .        .        658, 659,  984,  985,  938 

Gardner,  Caleb, 656,  658,  659,  984 

Gardner,  Caleb,  jun., 656 

Gardner,  Clark, 984 

Gardner,  Daniel 656,  658,  659 

Gardner,  Elisha 350,  351,  352 

Gardner,  George, 658, 984 

Gardner,  Gideon 367 

Gardner  Henry,  141,  270,  358,  359,  370,  381,  383,  411,  507, 

518,  520,  531,  681,  682,  689,  690,  711, 

717, 822,  823,  830,  S51,  990, 1043, 1194, 

1247,  1273,  1327,  1335,  1370 

Qardner,  Joanoa,   .   .    972, 1061, 1002, 1063, 1064 


Fagb 

Gardner,  John 658,  659,  984,  983 

Gardner,  John,   .        .        .         972, 1061, 1062, 1063, 1064 

Gardner,  John,  tertitis 853 

Gardner,  Jonathan,  jun.,  .        179, 189,  190, 191,  543,  681 

Gardner,  Joseph, 349, 350 

Gardner,  Nathaniel 656,  658,  659, 1442 

Gardner,  Pahner, 656, 658 

Gardner,  Samuel 656 

Gardner,  Thomas 278,  348 

Gare,  James, 1335 

Garfield,  Benjamin 724 

Garfield,  Joshua 1050 

Garfield,  Moses, 870 

Garlies,  John  Stewart,  Viscount,     ....      283 

Garrish,  Charles 833 

Garrish,  Nathaniel, 834 

Gascoyne,  Bamber, 283 

Gatchell,  Hugh 833 

Qatchell,  John 833 

Gatchell,  Robert 833 

Gates,  Andrew, 125 

Gates,  Hezekiah 1011 

Gates,  Horatio,  .         .    681,  694,  842,  999,  1247, 1293,  1371 

Gates,  John 344 

Gates,  Stephen 835 

Gay,  Asa 870 

Gay,  Daniel, 1343 

Gay,  Ebenezer, 870 

Gay,  Hezekiah 278,  975 

Gay,  Isabelle, 870 

Gay,  Jonathan, 870 

Gay,  Martin 275,  913,  915, 1054 

Gay,  Oliver,        .        . 870 

Gay  Head, 382 

Gebbart  (see  Gibaut) . 

Gedney,  George  Broughton,    275,  276,  292,  349,  350,  351, 

352,  1239 

Gee,  Ebenezer, 989 

Gendell,  Joseph, 274 

George  1 43,  64,  85, 137,  260,  347,  512 

George  n.,  28,  29,  39,  40,  42, 85,  86,  89, 107, 114, 167, 174, 
210,  221,  231,  232,  258,  299,  339,  340,  391, 
411,  457,  461 
George  in.,  283,  330,  asl,  347,  409,  484,  518,  530,  771, 

839,  996,  1320 

George,  Fort ISO 

Georgetown,  16,  90,  101, 142,  211,  316,  405,  431,  530,  577, 

753,  790,  864,  894,  949,  1103,  1157, 1221, 

1404,  1428 

Georgia,       .        .     •  .        .         850,1012,1249,1295,1297 

Gerard,  Conrad  Alexander,      ....   1025,  1026 

Germany 842 

Gerrish,  Cabot, 179, 190 

Gerrish,  Charles, 833 

Gerrish,  Jacob,   .       841, 1048, 1247,  1249, 1279,  1327,  1454 
Gerrish,  Joseph,  57, 69,  71,  148,  261,  263,  264,  279,  287,  411 

Gerrish,  William 803 

Gerry,  Elbridge,      354,  516,  518,  522,  525,  1263, 1264,  1295 

Gerry,  John 688 

Geyer,  Frederick  William,       .      358,  359,  913,  915,  IO'jO 

Gibaut,  Edward 179,  190 

Gibbs,  Henry 1355 

Gibbs,Seth,        . 827 

Giddinge,  Andrew 824 

Giddings,  Daniel, 533 

Gilford,  Cornelius, 826 

Gillord,  Jesse 826 

Gifford,  Thomas 826 

Gilbert,  Bradford, M4,  916, 1051 


Index  of  Kames. 


1487 


Page 

Gilbert,  Eliaa, .        .      828 

Gilbert,  Joseph 870 

Gilbert,  Joseph 1029 

Gilbert,  Terez 914,  916 

Gilbert,  Samuel 914,  916, 1054 

Gilbert,  Thaddeus 1003 

Gilbert,  Thomas,  184,  262,  274,  278,  284,   285,   348,  358, 
359,  360,  367,  371,  914.  916, 1054,  1056 

Gilbert,  Thomas,  Jtin 914,  916, 1054 

Gilc,  Daniel, 1335 

Gile,  Ezekiel 145 

Giles,  Edmund 179, 190 

Giles,  Paul 1337 

Gill.  Benjamin 1343, 1437,  1450 

Gill,  John 848, 1228,  1262,  1407,  1431 

Gill,  Moses,  275,  507,  519,  520,  526,  651,  663,  OSS,  699,  700, 
703,  711,  822,  829,  1004,  1053,  1063,  1245, 
1247, 1256,  1257, 1261, 1371, 1452 

GHllmcre,  Turil 975 

Gilman,  David, 353 

Gilman,  John, '  353 

Gilmore,  David, 1232 

Gilmore,  James,         .        .        •  ,    •        •        •        •      353 

Gilmoro,  John 1232 

Gilpin,  Joseph 1264 

Glassworks  Grant,    239,  281,  469,  636,  716,  717,  718,  739, 

740,  826,  827 
Gleason,  David,  . 


Gleason,  David,  . 
Gleason,  John,  . 
Gleason,  Joseph, 
Gleason,  Moses,  . 
Gleason,  Thomas, 
Gleeson,  Samuel, 
Glczen,  Jacob,  . 
Glezen,  Jason,  . 
Glezen,  Phinehas, 
Glimor,  David,    . 


859 
1033 

859 
1003 

859 
1038 

656 

841 
1323 

353 


Gloucester,  8,  94, 14S,  140,  152,  210,  286,  SOS,  357,  397,  424, 
514,  543,  566,  630,  667,  67S,  038,  744,  783,  830, 
863,  887,  9374  1084,  1141,  1205,  1250,  1307, 
1308, 1309,  1310^1342,  1400  1422 

Glover,  John,  1277, 12T8, 1380, 12S3, 1285; 

Glover,  Jonathan,  151,  295,  354,  543, 1244, 1246: 

Goddard,  David, 


Goddard,  Ebenezer, 

Goddard,  Elisha, 

Goddard,  James, 

Goddard,  John,  . 

Goddard,  Moses, 

Goddard,  Nathan, 

Goddard,  Nathan,  jun 

Goddard,  Thomas, 

Godfrey,  George, 

Godsoe,  John,     . 

Goldsborough,    . 

Goldsbury,  James, 

Golflsbury,  John, 

Goldsbury,  Samuel, 

GoUlthwait,  Ezekiel, 

Goldthwait,  Ezekiel, 

Goldthwait,  Joseph,  . 

Goldthwait,  Stephen, 

Goldthwait,  Thomas, 

Gooch,  John, 

Gooch,  'William, 

Goodell,  Joseph, 

Ooodcnough  {see  Goodenow). 

Goodenow,  Daniel, 1171, 132 


913, 


915 


682 

866 

1051 

1051 

1058 

187,  263,  264,  284,  694,  1338 

.      185 

60O,  688 

.    1050 

.    1050 

913,  916 

.      275 

1177,  1334 

1054, 1056 

1177,  1334 

293, 1054 

.    1293 

.      358 

.    1050 


1005 


1289,  1367 

,  1306, 1461 

.    1051 

.    1051 

857,  860 


Page 

Goodin,  Andrew, 1011 

Goodman,  Noah,  513,  520,  723,  810,  812,  S20,  832, 837, 83S. 
844,  845,  851,  860,  990,  1003,  1005> 
1008,  1011,  1016,  1022,  1042,  1232, 
1267,  1273,  1300,  1322,  1323,  1341, 
1434,  1435,  1452 

Goodrich,  Charles, 740,  986 

Goodrich,  Daniel 987 

Goodrich,  Elijah, 659,  660 

Goodrich,  Elijah,  jun 659,  060 

Goodrich,  Jeremiah 600 

Goodrich,  Jesse 660 

Goodrich,  John, 659, 660 

Goodrich,  Selah,        .  ■ 469 

Goodrich,  William, 987, 1436 

Goodrich,  Zenas 827 

Goodricke,  Sir  John,  Bari;., 283 

Goodridge,  Allen, 847 

Goodridge,  Benjamin, 847 

Goodridge,  John, 1337 

Goodridge,  John,  jun., 847 

Goodspeed,  Timothy 827 

Goodwin,  Benjamin, 1239 

Goodwin,  David, 1239 

Goodwin,  Edward, 1239 

Goodwin,  Ichabod,     .        .         469,  513,  665,  667,  673,  830 

Goodwin,  Jonathan, 1337 

Goodwin,  Nathaniel, 1381 

Goodwin,  Samuel,  jun 1023 

Goodwin,  Thomas 1239 

Goold,  Ebenezer 1360 

Goold,  Nathaniel, 847 

Goose  River, 294 

Gordon,  Alexander,   .        .  ....      716 

Gordon,  George, 295, 354 

Gore,  John,  .        .        .        .        .      187,  913,  915,  1005 

Gore,  The  {see  Chesterfield  Gore). 

Gore,  The  (Bernardston),         ....   1268,  1270 

Gore,  The  (Hampshire  County) 328 

Gore,  The  (Worcester  County),       .        .       854,855,857 

Gorham,    15,  90,  101,  206,  211,  265,  315,  404,  431,  577,  752, 

789,  812,  864,  893,  948,  976,  1008,  1102, 1156, 

1220,  1404,  1427 

Gorham,  Nathaniel,  266,  270,  282,  347,  348,  359,  366,  367, 

379,  383, 411,  990, 995,  1010,  1021, 1056, 

1231, 1238,  1243,  1246,1248, 1256, 1257, 

1258, 1262,  1270, 12S6, 1306, 1014,  1315, 

1319,  1376,  1384,  1387, 1452,  1456,  1460 

Gorham,  Stephen,    1242,  1255,  1286, 1292, 1295,  1308, 1313 

Gorham,  Stur^a 1383 

Gould,  Daniel, .      867 

Gould,  John 273 

Gould,  Jonathan 860 

Gould,  Robert 274,  362 

Gould,  Thomas 1051 

Governor's  Alley  (Boston) 226,  277 

Gowen,  James 356,  363 

Gowen,  John, 1S5 

Gower,  Granville  Leveson,  Earl  {Lord  President 

of  the  Council), 283 

Gowing,  Nathaniel 837 

Graffum,  Caleb, 362,363 

Grafton,  15, 100, 199,  211,  314,  365,  365,  368,  403,  430,  576, 
752,  789.  816,  864.  893,  947,  1101,   1155,  1219, 
1404,  1427 
Grafton,  Augustus  Henry  Fitzroy,  Duke  of  {Lord 

Privy  Seal), 283 

Gragg,  Joseph 353 

Qragg,  Samuel, 675,  696,  697,  700 
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Graham,  John 656 

Granby,    90,  97,  210,  310,  33S,  399,  420,  542,  569,  746,  785, 
863,  889,  940,  1089,  1145,  1209,  1401,  1424 

Grandy,  Amos, 295,  354 

Grant,  Alexander, 1337 

Grant,  Elisha 717,826 

Grant,  Samuel,    .        .        .        179, 190,  357,  353,  359,  362 

Grant,  Silas, 1S37 

Granville,  10,  75,  96,  210,  237,  310,  399,  427,  570,  747,  785, 
863,  889,  941,  1090,  1147,  1211,  1401,  1424 

Gravel  Hill, 1348 

Graves,  John, 915, 917 

Gray,   .        .  864,  881,  949,  1103, 1157,  1221,  1404,  1427 

Gray,  Ellis,  702,  809,  810,  829,  830,  836,  838,  934,  988,  999, 

1005,  1310,  1011,  1012,  1048,   1049,  1053, 

1063,  1232,  1246,  1439 

Gray,  Harrison,  63, 186,  187,  212,  213,  282,  507,  711,  913, 

915,  900,  1054,  1055,  1056 

Gray,  Harrison,  jun 913,915 

Gray,  John 366,367 

Gray,  Lewis, 913,  915, 1054 

Gray,  Nehemiah, 1337 

Gray,  Samuel, 274 

Gray,  Thomas, 212,  213,  275 

Gray,  William, 275,358 

Great  Barrington,  16, 46, 66, 68, 101, 12S,  156,  182, 211,  236, 
237,  239,  253,  254,  2S0,  281,  284,  285,  316,  343, 
405,  411,  432,  5-11,  578,  635,  716,  717,  718,  739, 
740,  754,  700,  820,  827,  805,  882,  8S3,  894,  915, 
928,  929,  933,  950,  984,  985,  986,  1010,  1023, 
1024, 1025,  1029,  1032,  1041,  1056,  1105,  1159, 
1223, 1236,  1251,  1252,  1275,  1276,  1342,  1388, 
1405,  1428,  1435,  1436 

Great  Barrington  Town  Lots, 236 

Groat  Brewster, 137 

Great  Britain,  21,  25,  34,  55,  63,  77,  81,  283,  347,  348,  359, 
360,  362,  364,  382,  436,  462,  472,  479,  480,  481, 
483,  484,  485,  503,  506,  542,  543,  544,  612,  626, 
652,  653,  655,  658,  689,  6D5,  702,  703,  709,  770, 
771,  772,  826,  829,  833,  839,  344,  847,  852,  917, 
966,  968,  960,  986,  1000, 1001, 1006, 1056, 1167, 
1169,  1243,  1245,  1275,  1277,  1282, 1305,  1315, 
1320, 1385 
Great  Field  (Springfield),  .  .  .  375,376,379 
Great  Hollow  (south  of  WilliamBtown),       .       .      656 

Greaton,  John, 686,  704, 1039, 1278 

Greaton,  John,  jun., 350,  351,  352 

Greaves,  Thomas, 1445 

Green,  Asa 1357, 1361, 1363 

Green,  Benjamin 1329 

Green,  Edward 929,  959,  1035,  1193 

Green,  Elizabeth 1357 

Green,  Enoch, 1039 

Green,  Francis,  .  »     .        .        .        .       358,  359,  913,  915 

Green,  Jeremiah 659,  9S4 

Green,  John 1329 

Green,  John,       .     1357,  1358,  1359,  1360, 1361, 1363,  1443 

Green,  John,  jun., 1329 

Green,  Jonathan, 515,  1306 

Green,  Joseph 913,  oif),  1005 

Green,  Joseph 1269 

Green,  Nathan, 1357 

Green,  Paul, 1269 

Green,  Richard, 1239 

Green,  Russell, 984 

Green,  Samuel 295,  354 

Green,  Samuel, 1042 

Green,  Samuel, 1309 

Green,  Samuel,  .       .       .       .       .       .       .  1355, 1357 


Paqb 

Green,  Thomas, 72 

Green,  Thomas  (or  Timothy),         .        .       .      854, 957 

Green,  William, 817 

Green,William 841 

Green,  Zaccheus 1357 

Green  &  Cleverly 353 

Green  and  Walker's  Grant,      .        .        .  1047, 1048, 1233 

Green  Dragon  Tavern  (Boston) 1274 

Green  River 1126,  1268, 1269, 1270 

Greene,  David, 913,  916 

Greene,  James, 1321 

Greene,  Jeremiah, 658 

Greene,  Jeremiah  F., 993 

Greene,  Nathaniel, 1461 

Greene,  WillLim 1297,1439,1459 

Greenfield,  10,  96,  172,  173,  184,  210,  310,  399,  426,  542, 
569,  746,  785,  863,  880,  914,  940,  1089, 
1146,  1210,  1401,  1424 

Greenlaw,  John, 913, 913 

Greenleaf,  Benjamin,      141,  270,  379,  383,  507,  511,  513, 

659,  660,  663,  664,  672,  711, 

1012, 1261 

Greenleaf,  Jonathan,  W4,  272,  273,  274,  348,  357, 513, 809, 

812,  814,    825,  839,  867,  869,  994, 

1245,  1261, 1286, 1325, 1340, 1356, 

1371 

Greenleaf,  Joseph, 843,  849 

Greenleaf,  Stephen,  652 

Greenleaf ,  WilUam 187,212,362 

Greenleaf,  William, 844 

Grecnman,  Adley, 658, 659 

Greenman,  Edward, 658,  659 

Grcenman,  John, 659 

Greenock 716 

Greenough,  John 274 

Greenough,  John,      810,  816,  818,  830, 982,  988,  995, 1012, 

1018, 1049,  1461 

Greenough,  Nathaniel 992,  993,  994 

Greenough,  Thomas 275,  1016 

Grecnway,  Thomas, 1240, 1247 

Greenwich,  10,  51,  71, 72,  96, 155, 181, 132, 210,  310,  399, 
426,  570,  747,  785,  863,  889,941, 1090, 1147, 
1210,  1387, 1401, 1424 

Greenwood,  Daniel, 857, 860 

Greenwood,  Nathaniel,  jun., 274 

Greenwood,  Samuel, 867 

Green  Woods 1393, 1434, 1435, 1438 

Grele,  Joseph 147 

Grele,  Moses,      . 147 

Grele,  William 984 

Greville,  George  Greville,  Lord,      .        .        .55,  62,  283 

Gridley,  Benjamin, 913,  915, 1005 

Gridley,  Richard 1292,1293,1294 

Gridley,  Scarboro' 1292 

Griffith's  Island 89,461,1124 

Griggs,  John, 1061 

Griggs,  Moses,    .        .        .        .972,1061,1062,1063,1064 

Griggs,  Samuel,  . 1061 

Grimes,  Abraham 1236 

Grimes,  Joseph, 215, 269 

Grimes,  Samuel, 832 

Grippin,  Samuel 656 

Grosvenor,  Leicester, 1003 

Groton,    9,  95,  210, 309,  393,  425,  4-55,  563,  745,  784,  863, 

888,  901,  902,  939,  990,  1036,  1144,  1208,  1401, 

1423 

Groton  Road 1343, 1355, 1357, 1358 

Grout,  Jonathan,        ....      522,  523,  670, 1319 
Grover,  Abraham 660 
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Grovei-,  John, 984 

Grover,  Matthew, 185 

Grow,  Edward 843, 1048, 1345, 1377 

Grnsh,  John 295,  354 

Guild,  Benjamin,        ....    659,  876,  1016,  1194 

Guild,  Samuel,  1269 

Gunn,  John, 1435 

Gunn,  Moses 654 

Gunnison,  Elihu, .      185 

Gunnison,  John, 185 

Gutteridge,  Benjamin, 657 

Guttoridge,  Charles, ■        .      636 

Gyles,  Edward, 274 

H. 

Hack,  William, 296 

Hadley,   10,  96,  134,  147,  148,  210,  310,  399,  426,  542,  569, 

667,  746,  785,  863,  889,  940,  1089,  1145,  1209, 

1401,  1424 

Hadsall,  Joseph, 658 

Hadsall,  William, 656 

Hagar,  David .992 

Hale,  Barnard, 998,  1321 

Hale,  Enoch, 1335 

Hale,  Jonathan 1022 

Hale,  Jonathan,  jun., 3T9 

Hale,  Moses 737,  824 

Hale,  Moses, 1232 

Half-way  Creek  Ponds 293,  352 

Halifax  (Nova  Scotia),      .        .         1006,  1025,  1026,  1052 
Halifax  (Plymouth  County),  11,  97,  140,  141,  210,  252, 
2S4,  311,  400,  428,  572,  748,  786,  863,  890, 
904,  914,  943,  1093,  1149,  1213,  1402,  1425 

Halifax,  Fort, 136 

Hall,  Adam,  tertius, 914,  916 

Hall,  Andrew 1058 

Hall,  Anne 776 

HaU,  Daniel 776 

Hall,  Elnathan, 1236 

Hall,  Hugh ■  .        .  1027,1028 

trail,  James 913,  916 

Hall,  John, 977,  973 

Hall,  Luke 914,  916 

Hall,  Nathaniel 274 

Hall,  Reuben, 675, 699 

Hall,  Stephen 57,61,151,184 

Hall,  Stephen,  fer-^tMS,        .        .        ...        .        .654 

Hall,  William, 978 

Hall,  Willis .992 

Hallet,  Enoch 704 

Hallowell,  129,  132,  135,  211,  316,  405,  431,  577,  753,  790, 
804,  894,  923,  950,  1011,  1104,  115^  1222, 
1405,  1428 

Hallowell,  Benjamin, 55 

Hallowell,  Benjamin,  jun.,     275,  913,  915,  906,  1005,  1051, 

1050 
Hallowell,  Robert,      ....    913,  915,  1005,  1054 

Haly,  Robert 185 

Ham,  Thomas 074,  698,  699 

Hamblen,  Micah, 1383 

Hamblcton,  .John, 469 

Hamlin,  Job, 827 

Hamlin,  John, 283 

Hammet,  Benjamin .        .        03 

Hammon,  John, 050 

Hammond,  Amos 660 

Hammond,  Benjamin 993,  994 

Hammond,  Calvin, 650,  600 

Hammond,  Christopher 185 


Paob 

Hammond,  Hczekiah, 656, 660 

Hammond,  Samuel, 185 

Hammons,  Edmund 185 

Hamon,  Hezekiah ,656 

Hamon,  John, 1039 

Hampshire,  County  of,  9, 10, 17,  38,  44,  45,  51,  53,  65,  67, 
71,  75,  96,  103,  116,  122,  125,  133,  134,  144, 
147,  148,  155,  210,  217,  21S,  228,  290,  297,  310, 
318,  327,  328,  331,  355,  356,  371,  372,  373,  375, 
378,  399,  400,  406,  426,  427,  432,  409,  470,  513, 
530,  569,  570,  570,  660,  678,  679,  685,  695,  746, 
755,  785,  786,  791,  810,  831,  S32,  851,  853,  801, 
862,  863,  865,  882,  883,  884,  889,  890,  895,  900, 
914,  933,  940,  942,  952,  957,  958,  935,  987,  988, 
989,  1003,  1020,  1022,  103G,  1042,  1046,  1056, 
1069, 1072,  1088,  1090,  1092,  1108,  1115,  1116, 
1126,  1135,  1145,  1146,  1148,  1161, 1209,  1210, 
1212,  1225,  1232,  1233,  1234,  1240,  1241,  1266, 
1268,  1269,  1284,  1285,  1296,  1297,  1298,  1301, 
1372,  1375,  1376,  1377,  1380,  1381,  1393,  1401, 
1402, 1405,  1424,  1425,  1429,  1435,  1436 
Hancock,  550,  564,  579,  657,  658,  659,  660,  754,  791,  850, 
865,  895,  951,  984,  985,  987,  988,  1029,  1032, 
t  1106,  1160,  1223,  1306,  1307,  1388,  1405,  1428, 

1441,  1442,  1443, 1462 

Hancock  (Pittston) ion 

Hancock,. Ebenezer 275,  358, 1293 

Hancock,  John  {Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives), 58,  59,  60,  61,  64,  149,  176,  183,  186, 
261,  274,  275,  348,  349,  350,  356,  304, 
383,  507,  625,  651,  680,  681,  694,  705, 
722,  808,  813,  823,  828,  833,  838,  839, 
843,  844,  845,  847,  871,  996,  1004,  1005, 
1007, 1008,  1009,  1010,  1033,  1036, 1033, 
1041, 1042,  1043,  1041,  1045,  1052,  1053, 
1054, 1056,  1057,  1004,  1194,  1247,  1248, 
1250,  1252,  1253,  1255,  1258,  1259,  1260, 
1261, 1263,  1264,  12G5,  126G,  1207,  1268, 
1274, 1280,  1281,  1233,  12S4,  12S7,  1288, 
1291,  1292,  1294,  1290, 1299,  1300,  1301, 
1302, 1303,  1304,  1305,  1306,  1307,  1308, 
1310, 1311,  1312,  1315,  1310,  1317,  1318, 
1319,  1322,  1325,  IS.iS,  1332,  1337,  1341, 
1346, 1358,  1359,  1308,  1369,  1370,  1372, 
1373,  1377,  1378,  1379.  1381,  1382,  1383, 
1384,  1386,  1387,  1388,  1435,  1436,  1-J39, 
1442, 1443,  1449,  1450,  1455,  1462,  1463, 
1464 

Hancock,  Lieut.  John 973,  974 

Hancock's  Wharf  (Boston), 202 

Hand,  Joseph, 658,  659 

Hand,  Samuel,      656,  658,  659,  1306,  1307,  1388,  1442,  1462 
Handay  {sec  Ilandy) . 

Haodscom,  Benjamin, 870 

Handy,  Joseph 717 

Hannibal, 1277 

Hanover,  11,  97,  210,  311,  365,  363,  400,  427,  571,  748,  786, 
863,  890,  943,  1093,  1149,  1213, 1402,  1425 

Hanscom,  Moses 185 

Hardwick,  15,  52,  100,  211,  314,  365,  367,  403,  430,  576, 
752, 789. 864,  893,  912,  915, 947, 1056,  1100, 
1155, 1219, 1340,  1404,  1427 

Hardy,  Ebenezer, 1357 

Hardy,  Peter 859 

HarknesB,  William, 144 

Harlem  Heights, 701 

Harlow,  Jesse 1319 

Harmon,  Benjamin 1335 

Harmon,  Daniel, 978 
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Harmon,  Edward 1335 

Harmon,  Naphtali 1335 

Harnden,  Ebenezcr •        .346 

Harnden,  Richard, 1023 

Harpswell,  15,  101,  211,  315,  3135,  369,  404,  431,  514,  577, 
752,  789,  830,  831,  864,  893,  949,  1102, 1157, 
1220,  1404,  1427 

Harriman,  Stephen,    .     • 145,  146 

Ilariiugton,  Ezekiel, 1322 

Harrington,  Robert 1038,  1234,  1238 

Harris,  Amariah 116,  144 

Harris,  Benjamin 1260 

Harris,  Daniel, 176,  177 

Harris,  James 851,  1029 

Harris,  John, 177 

Harris,  John, 1239 

Harris,  John,  Jan., 1239 

Harris,  Leach 274 

Harris,  Thomas, 1239 

Harrison,  Robert  Hanson, 1374 

Hart,  Charles, 858,  859 

Hart,  James 854,  855,  856,  858 

Hart,  James,  jun •    .        .      858 

Hart,  John, 850 

Hartford,    38,  635,  716,  983,  1018,  1256,  1257,  1258,  1259, 
1261,  1262,  1263,  1264,  1439,  1452,  1453 

Hartshorn,  Jeremiah 975 

Hartwell,  Edward 71, 149,  270 

Hartwcll,  James, 1335 

Hartwell  John,        1347,  1348,  1350,  1352,  1354,  1358,  1362 

Hartwcll,  Joseph 1412, 1449 

Hartwell,  Josiah,        .        . 369 

Haitwood,      37,  164,  165,  211,  317,  406,  432,  579,  635,  717, 

718,  826,  827 

Harvard,    14,  52,  100,  211,  314,  403,  430,  .575,  751,  7SS,  810, 

804,  892,  947,  1100,  1155,  1219,  1404,  1427 

Harvard  College,   18,  104,  138,  157,  212,  267,  319,  407,  433, 

445,  481,  529,  581,  596,  606,  678,  686, 

757,  793,  799,  800,  839,  840,  897,  954, 

1111,  1164,  1184,  1228,  1296.  1340, 

1369,  1407,  1431 

Harwich,  12,  88,  97,  184,  202,  203,  211,  263,  312,  395,  401, 

428,  460,  572,  654,  749,  787,  816,  804,  807, 

891,  914,  943,  1037,  1038,  1094,  1095,  1123, 

1150,  1214,  1378,  1402,  1425 

Harwood,  Ebenezer, 1003 

Harwood,  John, 857,  859 

Harwood,  Nathan, 1003 

Harwood,  Peter 1003,  1240 

Hascall,  Joseph, 1003,  1320 

Haskell,  Andrew, 844 

Haskell,  Francis 674,  698,  099 

Haskell,  Jeremiah,  jun., 844 

Haskins,  Bamett 1310 

Haskins,  William 1274 

Hastings,  Aaron, 992 

Hastings,  Edward 1061 

Hastings,  John,    848,  854,  1022,  1052,   1259,   1323,  1375, 

1388,  1441 

Hastings,  John, 992 

Hastings,  Jonathan, 513,  1047 

Hastings,  Jonathan, 1039 

Hastings,  Jonathan,  jun.,  ....     693,  773,  1022 
Hastings,  Nathan,      .......    1050 

Hastings,  Nathaniel 866 

Hastings,  Stephen, 992 

Hasty,  Daniel 978 

Hasty,  James 978 

Baszard,  Henry, 858,  659 


Pagx 

Haszard,  Jonathan 658,  659 

Hatch,  Asa 1240 

Hatch,  Christopher 913,  916 

Hatch,  Davis 1023, 1027 

Hatch,  Hawee 913,  916,  1054 

Hatch,  Jabez 1306 

Hatch,  Melatiah, 659  ■ 

Hatch,  Melatiah 717 

Hatch,  Nathaniel,  351,  913,  916,  966,  1005, 1054, 1055, 1056 

Hatch,  Samuel, 717 

Hatch,  Samuel 828 

Hatch,  Wait 826 

Hatfield,    10,  64,  96,  122,  123,  124,  125,  126,  127,  146,  182, 

210,  228,  310,  332,  371,  377,  399,  412,  426, 

569,  746,  785,  863,  889,  914,  940,  1002,  1089, 

1145,  1209,  1240,  1401,  1424 
Hatfield  Equivalent,  .        .        .         1073,  1240,  1241,  1242 

Hathaway,  Calvin 914,  916 

Hathaway,  Ebenezer,  jun.,        ....      914,916 

Hathaway,  Isaac,  jun., 998 

Hathaway,  Luther, 014,  916 

Hathaway,  Shadrach, 614, 916 

Hathom,  John, 1023 

Hathorn,  William 1023 

Hathorne,  Daniel, 179,  190 

Hattstatt,  George  Zachariah, 842 

Haven,  Gideon 1038 

Havenar's  Point, 294 

Havens,  Abraham 984 

Haverhill,     8,  94, 121,  145,  146,  210,  308,  397,  424,  543, 566, 

669,  744,  783,  863,  887,  913,  937,  1009,  1084, 

1141,  1205,  1400,  1422 

Hawes,  Joseph 776,  845,  1040 

Hawley,  Gideon, 668, 669 

Hawlcy,  Joseph,  60,  64, 141,  144,  147,  148,  176,  182,  186, 
187,  2S2,  297,  356,  370,  410,  509,  511,  612, 
.bl3,  514,  522,  525,  538,  540,  543,  544,  652, 
600,  602,  679,  681,  682,  707,  708,  1052,  1194 

Haws,  Jeremiah 867 

Haws,  Joseph 867 

Hawse,  Eleazer, 14^5 

Hawse,  Obadiah, 1445 

Haxton,  Andrew, 1236,  1233 

Hay,  John, 1071, 1239 

Hayden,  Clement 984 

Hayden,  Moses, 1048 

Hayden,  Richard, 934 

Haynes,  Aaron 1039 

Hay  ward,  Caleb 850,  351,  352 

Hay  ward,  Caleb; 1444 

Hayward,  Jonathan, 1329 

Hayward,  Lemuel, 716 

Hayward,  Noah,         . 089 

Hayward,  William 1329 

Haywood,  John 1329 

Haywood,  Jonathan,  ....  .    1329 

Hazen,  Moses 1290 

Ileald,  Israel, 1357 

llcald,  John 1359 

Ileald,  John,  jun 1357 

Hcald,  Josiah 1357 

Heald,  Samuel 1357,  1361 

Heald,  Samuel,  jun., 1357, 1363 

Healey,  Ebenezer, 775,  776,  845 

Healey ,  Joseph 1011 

Heancy,  Dauiol, 984 

Heard.  Daniel, 847 

Heard,  Richard 1323, 1324 

Heard,  William, 674,  698, 699 
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Heath,  William,     60,  141, 183,  270,  276,  347,  348,  349,  359, 
365,   866,   374,  411,  705,   715,   1055, 
1265,  1282,  1285,  1286,  1434 

Heaton,  John 1046 

Hebbard  (see  Hubbard). 

Hellon,  Batcliff 63 

Hemenway,  Benoni, 1050 

Hemcnway,  Jacob, 870 

Hemenway,  Joshua 866, 1038 

Heminway,  Rufus, 1039 

Heminway,  Silas 1039 

Hemphill,  David, 353 

Henderson,  James 358,  913,  916 

Henderson,  Joseph 275,  693, 1440 

Henderson,  Samnel, 847 

Henley,  David, 1039, 1247,  1279 

Henley,  Samuel, 1239 

Henry,  Jane 1357 

Henry,  John 1264 

Henry,  John 1357 

Henry,  John,  jun., 1357 

Henry,  Robert 276,  350,  351,  352 

Henry,  Robert, 857 

Henrr-  "William 716 

Henry,  XVllliam  CPennsylvania),      ....    1264 

Henshaw,  Andrew 1275,  1270, 1456 

Henshaw,  Samuel,     .        .        123S,  1381,  1397,  1441,  1456 

Henshaw,  William, 843 

Herrick,  Henry, 261 

Herrick,  John, 1386 

Hersey,  Joshua,  ....        70,  185,  278,  1447 

Hersey,  Peleg, 1246,  1247 

Hervey,  John 1039 

Hewens,  Israel, 369 

Hewes,  Joseph 975 

Hewes,  Robert, 275 

Hewes,  William,        ....        973,  974,  975,  97G 

Hewins,  Ebenezer, 1445 

Hewins,  Elijah 1448,  1449 

Hewins,  Joseph,         .        .        .334,  1444,  1445,  1447,  1448 

Hewins,  Joseph,  jun., 1445,  1446 

Heywood,  Amos, 1438 

Heywood,  Daniel 1438 

Heywood,  Jonas, 1358 

Heywood,  Phinehas, 368,  411 

Hibbard,  Daniel, 920,  1009 

Hibbard,  Ebenezer, 920,  1009 

Hibbard,  Ebenezer,  jun., 920, 1010 

Hibbard,  James 920, 1010 

Hibbard,  John 920,  1010 

Hibbard,*John,  jun., 920,  1010 

Hibbard,  Jonathan, 920,  1010 

Hibbard,  Nathaniel 920,  1010 

Hibbard,  William, 920,  1009 

Hiberniae 347 

Hichbom ,  ThomaB, 274 

Hiehborn,  Thomas,  jun., 274 

Hickling,  William,     .        .        .         1130,  1271,  1272,  1274 

Hicks,  John, 913,  916,  1005 

Hide  (see  Hyde) . 

Higginson,  Henry, 179 

ffighlandcTR, 702 

Highlands,  The  (New  York),  ....     683, 1282 

mil,  Aaron, 1038 

Hill,  Alexander, 274 

HiU,  Asa 718 

Hill,  Charles, 833 

HiU,  Daniel, G59 

Hill,  Daniel 1242 
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Hill,  David 1373 

Hill,  Gardner, 659 

HiU,  Henry,     212,  605,  654,  665,  692,  723,  726,  983, 1071, 

1239,  1304 

Hill,  Hugh 295,354 

Hill,  Jeremiah 206,265 

Hill,  Joel 1242 

HiU,  John, 275,  276,  349,  350 

HiU,  Joseph 1358 

Hill,  Thomas 1239 

Hill,  Wills  (see  Hillsborough) . 

Hills,  Ithamar 974 

HiUs,  Joshua 824 

Hillsborough,  WiUs  HiU,  Earl  of,    53,  54,  55,  58,  59,  61, 

138,  181,  184,  190 
Hinchlnbrook,  John  Montagu,  Viscount,        .        .      283 

Hinckley,  Richard, 295,  354 

Hind,  Richard 978 

Hinds,  Ebenezer 993 

Hingham,  7,  49,  50,  09,  70,  71,  89,  93,  210,  224,  273,  307, 
396,  423,  565,  715,  743,  782,  862,  886,  935, 
1045, 1081, 1139, 1203, 1299, 1305,  1378,  1379, 
1399, 1422 

Hinkley,  Seth, 692,  978 

Hinman,  Reuben, *  .        .    1322 

Hinsdale,  Samuel 184 

Hinston,  John 913,  916 

Hiscock,  Asa 988 

Hispaniola 1027 

Hixon,  John, 1444,  1445 

Hobart,  Israel, 510,519,538,654 

Hobart,  John  SI088 811,1257 

Hobbs,  Humphrey, 976 

Ilobbs,  Isaac, 837 

Hobbs,  Jeremiah 984 

Hobbs,  Jeremiah,  jun., 984 

Hobbs,  Matthew 1445 

Uobby,  Rachel, 351,  352 

Hobson,  Humphrey,  .          187,  261,  279,  285,  356,  366,  857 
Ilobson,  John  {Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives)  1329 

Hodge,  Michael,  .        .        .        688,  737,  823,  824,  825 

Hodge,  Nathan 676 

Hodges,  Benjamin, 876 

Hodges,  Eliphalet 876 

Hodges,  Josiah 876,  975 

Hodges,  Samuel 913,916,1005 

Hodges,  Spencer, 975 

Hodgson,  John 850 

Hogg  Island,        . 159,160 

Ilolbrook,  John 123,  1329 

Ilolbrook,  John,  jun., 128 

Ilolbrook,  Lydia, 128 

Ilolbrook,  Micah 128 

Ilolbrook,  Silvanus 128 

Holburt,  Joseph, 1321,1322 

Iloldon,  15,  100,  211,  273,  314,  366,  367,  368,  403,  430,  576, 
752,  789,  816,  841,  864,  893,  947,  1100,  1155, 
1219,  1404,  1427 

Ilolden,  Benjamin, 1043 

Holden,  Charles 1257 

Holden,  Jabez, 1029 

Uoidcn,  Joseph, 279 

Holden,  Nathaniel 1041 

Holland,       .        .        .       1035,  1168,  1313,  1314,  1316,  1319 

Holland,  Josiah  Gilbert 716,1003 

Holland,  Richard 914,916,1054 

Holland,  Stephen,       .......    1445 

HoUis,  Ebenezer 1246,1247 
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Hollister,  Ephralm 717,  826 

HoUiston,  9,  90,  95,  210,  309,  365,  367,  398,  426,  568,  669, 
745,  784, 863,  888, 939,  1037,  1144,  1172,  1208, 
1261,  1328,  1329,  1331,  1401,  1423 

Holman,  Abel 797,  860 

Holman,  Daniel 860 

Holman,  David 860 

Holman,  Jonathan, 860 

Holman,  Samuel, 859 

Holman,  Stephen 797,  860 

Holman,  Thomas 860 

Holman,  Thomas,  jun., 860 

Holmes,  Benjamin  Mulbury,     ....       913,  916 

Holmes,  John 185 

Holmes,  Nathaniel 275 

Holt,  Joshua 675 

Holt,  Justus 998 

Holten,  Samuel,  185,  261,  274,  280,  353,  362,  370,  379,  411, 
522,  653,  661,  662,  688,  696,  845,  975, 
1261,  1295 

Holyoke,  Edward, 212,  213 

Holyoke,  Edward  Augustus 1194 

Homan,  Joseph, 295, 354 

Homer,  Benjamin 275 

Homor.TituI 669 

Homos,  William 275 

Hoogs,  William, 992 

Hooker,  Nathaniel, 716,  717 

Hooper,  John, 295,  354 

Hooper,  Joshua, 1239 

Hooper,  Robert 286,  287 

Hooper,  Samuel 295,  354 

Hooper,  Stephen, 1458 

B.oo8\ick  (see,  also.  East  Hoosuck),         .        .     906,1035 
Hopkins,  Daniel,    503,  519,  522,  526,  651,  654,  064,  6S0, 
702,  827,  828,  871,  975,  1004,  100'., 
1012,  1018, 1029 

Hopkins,  Ehud, 928,  1024 

Hopkins,  J.  B., 1239 

Hopkins,  John, 1293 

Hopkins,  Mark,  .        .  358,  359,  369,  1024,  1025,  1235,  1235 

Hopkins,  Moses 1115,  1435, 1436 

Hopkins,  Stephen,      ....    669,  811,  1257,  1259 

Hopkins,  William 1239 

Hopkinton,  9,  95,  210,  309,  398,  425,  563,  745,  784,  863, 
888,  938,  1086,  1087, 1143,  1172, 1207, 1328, 
1329,  1331,  1387,  1400,  1423 

Hoplands, 717,  739,  740,  826,  827 

Horse  Mountain, 125 

Horseneck, 679 

Horton,  Jotham, 1040 

Hoskins,  William 1130, 1271,  1272 

Hosmer,  Joseph,  653,  660,  720,  812,  816,  817,  820,  830, 
837,  1016,  1034,  1054,  1259,  1281, 
1309,  1325, 1343,  1381 

Hosmer,  Titns 811 

HoucK,  PJchard, 239, 281,  826 

Houdlette,  Loues 1023 

Hough,  David 993 

Hough,  Franklin  B., 1461 

Houghton,  Elijah, 994 

Houke  (see  JTouck) . 

Housatonic  River,      .        .        .        115,  239,  635,  716,  718 

House,  Joseph, 914,  916 

Houston,  Samuel 353 

Houston,  Samuel,  jun., 353 

Hovey,  Ivory, 5IG 

HoTey,  John, 707 

HoTey,  William,        .     - 1320 
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How,  Adonijah, 1043 

How,  Benjamin, 1050 

How,  David, 1330 

How,  Ezekiel 1323, 1328 

How,  Ichabod 147 

How,  Joseph 866 

How,  Phinehas, 866 

How,  Samuel 1050 

Howard,  Caleb  (see  ITayward). 

Howard,  Daniel 381,  855 

Howard,  Eliakim, 1286 

Howard,  Henry  (see  Suffolk). 

Howard,  James,         .         129, 130, 133,  1?5, 136, 137,  923 

Howe,  John 913,  916,  1005 

Howe,  Josiah 261 

Howe,  Robert 1286 

Howe,  Samuel, 60,  370 

Howe,  Sir  William 701,  702,  710, 1004 

Howes,  Edmund 1381 

Howthorne  {see  ITathorne) . 

Hubbard,  Daniel, 359 

Hubbard,  Daniel, 847 

Hubbard,  Ephraim, 716 

Hubbard,  Israel 673,  832 

Hubbard,  Israel, 1335 

Hubbard,  John, 377, 379 

Hubbard,  Joseph, 1350 

Hubbard,  Joshua, 185 

Hubbard,  Thomas   (•'speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives) ,        .        .        .       183,  212,  213,  536,  1355 
Hubbardston,     14,  100,  117,  118,  211,  215,  268,  269,  314, 
389,  403,  410,  430,  575,  751,  788,  864, 
892,  946, 1099,  1154,  1218,  1404,  1427 

Hubbart,  Tutbill 1239 

Hubbell,  Lewis 915,  917 

HudJleslon,  Richard 988  ' 

Hudson,  Charles, 1046 

Hudson,  James,  .        .        .        .        .       737, 824, 825 

Hudson,  Samuel,  jun., 1039 

Hudson  River,    .         986,  988, 1043, 1282, 1308,  1376, 1435 

Hughes,  Peter ,        .        .358 

Hughes,  Samuel, 275 

Hull,     7,  93,  210,  306,  307,  396,  424,  514,  565,  715,  743,  782, 

803,  886,  936,  1045,  1082,  1140,  1204,  1250,  1399, 

1422 

Hull,  James, 199 

HuU,  William, 1288 

Hulton,  Henry,  53,  55,  913,  916,  966,  1005,  1054,  1055, 1056 
Humphrey,  James,     .       140,  263,  280,  356,  374,  380,  1356 

Humphrey,  James, 983 

Humphrey,  Richard, 147 

Hunt,  Ebenezer, 1194 

Hunt,  Elijah,    989,  990,  1022,  1047,  1249,  1334,  1340,  1373, 
1381,  1387,  1434,  1436, 1453 

Hunt,  Elisha 1301 

Hunt,  Ephraim, 374 

Hunt,  Ezra 1337 

Hunt,  Isaac,  jun., 1326 

Hunt,  John,  terlius 358 

Hunt,  Samuel, 1326 

Hunt,  William, 362,  1260 

Hunter,  Edward 837, 1053 

Hunter,  Isaac 181 

Hunter,  William, 358, 359 

Hunting,  Daniel,         .• 867 

Hunting.  Samuel, 867 

Hunting,  Stephen 867 

Huntington 1231 

Huntington,  Benjamin 1013, 1257 
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Huntington,  Samnel,  .        811, 1262,  1370, 1371, 1440, 1461 

Hunt's  Hill 1343,1^50 

Hurd,  Jedediah 093 

Hurd,  Nathaniel,        .        .   - 720 

Hurlbert,  John, 280 

Hussey,  Benjamin 932 

Hussey,  Stephen, 278,  410,  1381 

HuBSon,  John 8G6 

Hutchins,  Benjamin, 183 

Hutchins,  James, 185 

Hutchinson  (Barr6),  .        .        889,  430,  592,  593,  670,  677 

Hutchinson,  Elisha 913,  916, 1005, 1054 

Hutchinson,  Foster,      275,  276,  913,  916,  966,  1005,  1027, 

1028,  1054,  1056 

Hutchinson,  Israel,       272,  720,  825,  836, 1035,  1033,  1049, 

1242,  1259,  1262,  1334,  1344, 1452 

Hutchinson,  Nathaniel 1355, 1357 

Hutchinson,  Thomas,  34,  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60, 
61,  62, 63,  64,  65,  68,  69,  71, 138, 
139, 140,  141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 
146, 147,  148,  151, 155, 181, 182, 
183,  184, 186,  187, 139, 190, 191, 
260,  261,  262,  263,  204,  265,  266, 
267,  268,  269,  272,  274,  276,  277, 
273,  279,  280,  231, 232,  283,  284, 
285,  286,  287,  288,  337,  346,  347, 
343,  349,  352,  354,  355,  356,  357 
358,  359, 362, 363, 364,  369,  37o| 
371,  375,378,  330,  331,  383,  409, 
410,  411,  506,  592,  593,  656,  676, 
677,  707,  710,  717,  718,  839,  846, 
855,  856,  857,  912,  915,  966,  971, 
1054, 1055, 1056, 1058, 1059,  1235 
Hutchinson,  Thomas,  jun.,        .       .    913,  915, 1005,  1054 

Hyannia  Harbor, 1382 

Hyde,  Axaoa 992 

Hyde,  Caleb,       .        .        .  847,  1029,  1053,  1322,  1371 

Hyde,  Joseph,  jun 992 

Hyde,  Moses, 992 

Hyde,  Philip 992 

Hyde,  Samuel 1353 

I. 

Idell,  Nathaniel 832 

Ilsley,  Enoch 515 

Inches,  Henderson,    .        .        .     261,  275,  693, 1071,  1239 
Independent  Chronicle  and  the  Universal  Adver- 
tiser, 820,  1000,  1240,  1282,  1348,  13G1, 1365, 1366, 1367, 

1363,  1374  ■ 

Indies 1277 

Ingalls,  James 673,  823,  1021 

Ingersoll,  Aaron, 717,  826 

Ingersoll,  David 297,  355 

Ingersoll,  David,  jun.,  60, 182,  237,  254,  261,  266,  278,  279, 
281,  a48,  371,  372,  374,  375,  411, 
915,  917,  996,  1054,  1056, 1235, 
1236,  1237 

Ingersoll,  John 148, 1021,  1267 

Ingersoll,  Moses, 717, 826 

Ingersoll,  Thomas, 1435 

Ingersoll,  WUliam,     ....      717,  718,  826, 1032 

lugrabam,  Duncan,  jun., 357 

In  graham,  Edward 185 

Ingraham,  Joseph, 1445 

Ipswich,  7,  44,  45,  57,  68,  90,  93,  148,  175,  210,  270,  238, 
287,307,  396,  424,  439,  459,  465,  474,  473,  517, 
533,  536,  537,  542,  543,  566,  637,  633,  696,  744, 
783, 863,  887,  938, 1033,  1122,  11 11,  lUl,  120->,' 
1299, 14U0,  1422 
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Ipswich  Eay,       ....       I'.T,  1!8, 174,  457, 1120 

Ipswich  Bridge, 271 

Ipswich  Eiver,  31, 57, 90, 256, 257, 285, 286, 287, 462, 637, 1124 

Ipswich  Road 222,  272 

Ireland 359,  362,  435,  844 

Isaacson,  William, 1039 

Ivers,  Thomas, 693 

Ives,  Amasa, 998 

Ives,  David, 998 

Ives,  Robert  Hale 179 

Ives,  Stephen '  998 

J. 

Jackson,  Daniel, 992 

Jackson,  Edward, 992 

Jackson,  Edward 1061 

Jackson,  Henry, 1039,  1286,  1371 

Jackson,  .Jahleel 1032 

Jackson,  .Jaraes, 275 

Jackson,  Jonathan,  543,652,653,  667,  829,  1053,  1194,  1214 
Jackson,  Joseph,  212,  261,  274,  275,  276, 350,  351, 352, 1071 

Jackson,  Joseph 992 

Jackson,  Joshua 992 

Jackson,  Joshua,  jun 992 

Jackson,  Mary 992 

Jackson,  Michael, 1278, 1279,  1374 

Jackson,  Richard,    52,  55,  62,  139,  140, 181,  191,  249,  250, 

251,  260,   282,   283,  284,  346,  351, 

362,  410,  411 

Jackson,  Samuel, 992 

Jackson,  Thomas, 185 

Jackson,  William 913,  916 

Jacobs,  David, 1381 

Jacobs,  John, 860 

Jiicobs,  Johu,      .........     1297 

JaCrey 1456 

Jamaica, 1309 

Jamaica  Pond 298,  357 

Jameson,  Robert 1463 

Jarvis,  Charles 1194 

Jarvis,  Robert, 913,  916 

Jay,  Frederick, 1265 

Jay,  John 1026, 1035, 1248, 1249, 1257 

Jeffries,  David,     605,  638,  654,  655,  669,  692,  850,  8S5,  934 

Jeffries,  John, 913,916,1054 

Jencks,  George 1321 

Jencks,  Johu 1321 

Jenison,  Peter 867 

Jenkins,  Dennis 1011 

Jenkins,  Robert, 357 

Jenkins,  Robert, 824 

Jenkins,  Thomas 830,  982 

Jenkins,  William, 1320, 1321 

Jenks,  Samuel 992 

Jennison,  Peter, 859 

Jennison,  William, 857 

Jenyns,  Soame 54,  55,  62,  283 

Jepson,  Benjamin 274 

Jepson,  William, 350, 716 

-Jeremy  Squam  Island, 329,  370 

Jericho,      .     211,  317,  406,  432,  469,  550,  657,  658,  659,  660 
Jersey,  East  and  West,      ....  2.5,81,678,635 

Jersey,  Island 232 

Jesus  Christ 370 

Jewett,  Diuumer 510,  514,  693, 1320 

Jinks,  John 984 

Johns,  Edward 1302 

Johnson,  Benjamin, 1444, 1445 

Johnson,  Edward, 868 
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Johnson,  Eleazer, 275 

Johnson,  Eleazer 866 

Johnson,  Eleazer,  jun 824 

Johnson,  George,  jun., 3S2 

Johnson,  Henry, 1006 

Johnson,  James, 737, 824 

Johnson,  John 1023, 1320 

Johnson,  Jonathan, 1335 

Johnson,  Jonathan,  jun., 1335 

Johnson,  Joshua, 866 

Johnson,  Joshua, 1445 

Johnson,  Joshua,  jun. 865 

Johnson,  Josiah 277 

Johnson,  Josiah 1046 

Johnson,  Nathan 865 

Johnson,  Nicholas 737,  824 

Johnson,  Samuel, 982,  1025 

Johnson,  Samuel,  jun., 185 

Johnson,  William  Peirce,  ....       737,  824 

Johonnot,  Francis 1005 

Johonnot,  Francis,  jun.,    .        .        .        .1005,1006,1007 

Johonnot,  Peter, 913, 916 

Joice,  Jonathan 1321,  1322 

Jones,  Abraham 1442 

Jones,  Anthony 1046 

Jones,  Benjamin, 847 

Jones,  Edward 999 

Jones,  Elisha,      .        .       165,  718,  915,  917,  996,  997,  1005 

Jones,  Ephraim 692,  977,  978 

Jones,  Ephraim,         .        .    •    .        .        .       .       915, 917 
Jones,  Ephraim,  jun.,        .        .        .        .        .        .      691 

Jones,  Ezeklel 834 

Jones,  Jedediah 1046 

Jones,  John 1328,  1329 

Jones,  John 1343 

Jones,  John, 1373 

Jones,  John 1445 

Jones,  Jonas 915,  917 

Jones,  Jonathan 1331 

Jones,  Nathan, 996,  997 

Jones,  Peter  Faneuil, 295,  354 

Jones,  Samuel 860 

Jones,  Samuel,  jun 866 

Jones,  Thomas, 737,  823,  824 

Jones,  Thomas, 1236 

Jones,  Timothy 866 

Jones,  William 358 

Jones,  William 469,  692 

Jones,  William 1046 

Jones's  Neck 294 

Jordan,  Clement 1252 

Jordan,  Dominions, 834 

Jordan,  Elijah, 984 

Jordan,  Israel,     ......     674,  699,  1463 

Jordan,  James, 834 

Jordan,  Jeremiah, 834 

Jordan,  Roger, 834 

Jordan,  Samuel, 834 

Jordan,  Tristram, 564,  688 

Joy,  Asa, 1242 

Joy,  Caleb, 1242 

Joy,  Isaac 1242 

Joy,  Isaac,  jun., 1242 

Joy,  John, 357,  913,  916 

Joyce,  Isaac 914,  916 

Joyce,  Rachel 239,  282 

Judd,  Jonathan,  jun 990,  1022 

Judd,  Silvester 9S9 
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Judson,  Samuel, 1236 

Julius  CEDsar  (The  ship) 672 

K. 

Katiug,  Richard 674,  698,  699,  1463 

Keating,  Richard 185 

Kcbbe,  Eldad, 717 

Kcech,  William 658,  659 

Keelcr,  Jonah 1236 

Keen,  Isaac 185 

Keen,  Jacob 698,  699 

Keen,  Simon 185 

Keith,  John, 718 

Kcllog,  Russell 125 

Kellog,  Phinehas, 123 

Kellogg,  David 717,  825 

Kellogg,  Samuel 1266 

Kellogg,  Seth 1266 

Kemp,  Jason 1357 

Kempton,  Thomas 862 

Kendall,  Temple 1041 

Kendrick,  (see  Kindrick), 

Kennan,  John 1047 

Kennebeck  Purchase, 562,  923 

Kennebeck  River,  129, 132, 135, 136, 147, 227,  277,  278,  354, 
923,  924,  928, 1011,  1022, 1023,  1027 

Kennedy,  Thomas .    1232 

Kennedy,  William, 1232 

Kent,  Dudley 716 

Kesteven  {see  Ancaster). 

Kettell,  Andrew 1239 

Kettell,  Joseph, 1239 

Keyes,  Ephraim 1352,  1353, 1354 

Keyes,  Stephen, 1042,  1946 

Keys,  John, 176 

Kibbe,  Aaron 656 

Kibbe,  Isaac, 1046,  1047 

Kibby,  Samuel 1190, 1362 

Kidder,  Amos, 1355, 1358 

Kidder,  Thomas, 1353 

Kilborn,  Benjamin 718 

Kilburn,  John, 1329 

Kilby,  David 844 

Kilby,  Jeremiah 1330 

Killim,  John, 1337 

Killsa,  Hugh, 698,  699, 1463 

Kilton,  James 1050 

Kilton,  Nathan, 1050 

Kilton,  Samuel, 867 

Kilton,  Thomas, 1050 

Kimball,  Caleb 847, 1337 

Kimball,  George,         .        .        .        698,  713, 868,  975,  987 

Kimball,  Heber, 1337 

Kimball,  Jonathan, 146 

Kimball,  Nathaniel, 847 

Kimball,  Robert  or  Richard 847 

Kimball,  Thomas 847,1337 

Kimpton,  John, 128 

Kinakem  {see  Kennan). 

Kindrick,  Bartholomew 1051 

Kindrick,  Elijah 1051 

Kindrick,  John 1051 

Kindrick,  Oliver 1050,  1051 

King,  Ezra, 1042 

King,  Henry,       .        .      ' 261 

King,  John,         ....         1070,  1236,  1237,  1238 

King,  William, 717,  836,  847,  992 

King  Street  (Boston) 262,263,651 
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Kiugman,  Isaac 832 

KingBberry,  James,    . 1449 

Kingsberry,  Jeremiah, 1419 

Kingsbury,  Benjamin, 707 

Kingsbury,  Caleb, 867 

Kingsbury,  Eleazer, 867,  1270,  1343 

Kingsbury,  Eliphalet 8G7 

Kingsbury,  Jesse 867 

Kingsbury,  Natiianiel,       ......    1343 

Kingsley,  Joseph, 9S9 

Kingsley,  Nathaniel 827,  1434 

Kingsley,  Samuel, 989 

Kingston,  11,  97,  210,  311,  365,  367,  400,  427,  571,  748,  7S6, 

883,  890,  943, 1093,  1149,  1212,  1402,  1425 

Kinne,  or  Kinney,  Daniel,        .  1029,  1032,  1275,  1276 

Kinyon,  Christopher 658,  659 

Kirkland  (see  Kirtland). 

Kirkwood,  James, 151,  152 

Kirtland,  John 355,  356,  1233,  1300 
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Leveson,  Granville  {see  Gower). 

Lewes,  John  Stephen 1040 


Lew: 
Lew 
Lew 
Lew 
Lew: 
Lew 
Lew 
Lew 
Lew: 
Lew 
Lew 
Lew 
Lew: 


8,  Arnold 1032 

Eldad, 1275,1276 

8,  EzeMel 773,  983,  999,  1364, 1365 

s,  John,       ....     665,  723,  981,  1024,  1381 

S.John, 992 

s,  John,  jun., 718 

Morgan 847,  1335 


s,  Sims, 

8,  Thomas, 

8,  Thomas, 

8,  Thomas  Hutchins, 

8,  "WiUiam, 


.  718 
.  185 
.  718 
.  185 
.      185 

ston, 1386,  1462 

Lexington,  9,  95,  210,  309,  397,  425,  505,  521,  567,  745, 
781,  803,  888,  938,  1028,  1085,  1143,  1207, 
1293,  1400,  1423 

L'Hommedieu,  Ezra, 1257 

Libby,  Daniel 934 

Lillie,  Theophilus, 274 

Lilly,  William, 179,  189 

Limerick,  .  .  .  8G4,  1097,  1152,  1216,  1403,  1426 
Lincoln,  9,  90,  95,  210,  309,  365,  367,  393,  426,  569,  714, 
746,  784,  863,  888,  914,  939,  1087,  1144,  1170, 
1171,  1203,  1325,  1361,  1401,  1423 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  .  .  .50,  71,  72,  280,  1058,  1059 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  jun.,     70, 151,  359,  366,  381,  411,  507, 

539,  661,  652,  SG7 
Lincoln,  County  of,  16,  17,  44,  46,  101,  103,  129, 130,  132, 
133, 135,  136,  137,  211,  285,  293, 
316,  318,  329,  370,  405,  406,  431, 
433,  439,  465,  409,  470,  513,  516, 
530,  559,  562,  577,  578,  580,  591, 
596,  623,  667,  674,  675,  678,  685, 
686,  088,  697,  698,  701,  753,  755, 
790,  791,  830,  861,  864,  865,  894, 
895,  915,  923,  924,  923,  949,  950, 
952,  1001,  1011,  1022,  1023,  1056, 
1103,  1104,  1109,  1115, 1135, 1157, 
1158,  1162,  1221,  1222, 1226, 1284, 
1296,  1297,  1298,  1307, 1377, 1381, 
1384,  1385,  1386,  1389, 1404, 1405, 
1428,  1429,  1462,  1463 

Lincoln,  Enoch, 661 

Lincoln,  Isaac,  jun., 69 

Lincoln,  Levi, 1194 

Lincoln,  Loring, 1381 

Lincoln,  Silvester, 132i 

Lincolnshire  Company,     ....        623,  674,  697 

Lindsey,  Asahel, 1046 

Lindsey,  Levi, 1357 

Ling,  Henry, .842 

Lippitt,  John,  jun., 1321 

Lisburn  Propriety, 116,117,144 

Liabume,  Wilmot  Vanghan,  Viscount,   .  .53,  54 


pAua 

Lithgow,  William, 675, 728 

Little,  Alesander,       .        .• 353 

Little,  Daniel, 1194 

Little,  Ephraim 282 

Little,  Isaac, 1445 

Little,  Lemuel 281,  282 

Little,  Moses,       .        .        .833,841,847,1345,1452,1461 
Little  Falls,  .        .        864,  1097,  1153,  1216,  1403, 1426 

Little  Pond, 294 

Little  River 293,  352 

Littleficld,  Daniel, 833 

Littlcflcld,  Elisha 847,1337 

Littlefield,  Nathaniel, 116, 144 

Littleton,  9,  90,  95,  210,  309,  365,  367,  309,  393,  425,  563, 
746,  784,  818,  863,  888,  914,  939,  1037,  1144, 
1203,  1401,  1423 

Livermore,  Elisha, 798,  859 

Livcrmore,  Samuel, 1349 

Livingston,  Robert, 1235 

Lloyd,  Henry 913,  916,  1005, 1054 

Lloyd,  James, 848,  849 
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Loomis,  Reuben, 832 
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1022,  1023,  1024,  1025,  102G,  1027,  1028,  1030, 
1031,  1032,  1033,  1034, 1035,  1036, 1037,  1038, 
•1039,  1040,  1041, 1042, 1043, 1044,  1045,  1046, 
1049,  1050,  1051,  1052,  1057, 1059, 1000,  1061, 
1063,  1064,  1074,  1078, 1132,  1133,  1134,  1169, 
1176,  1178,  1180,  11S5,  1191,  1193, 1200,  1232, 
1233,  1235,  1237,  1238,  1239,  1240,  1241, 1242, 
1244,  1246,  1247, 1249, 1250,  1252,  1253, 1254, 
1255,  1256,  1257, 1258, 1259, 1260,  1261,  1262, 
1263,  1264,  1265, 1266, 1267, 1268,  1209, 1270, 
1271,  1272,  1273, 1275,  1276, 1277,  1278, 1279, 
1280,  1281,  12S2, 1283, 1284, 1286, 1287,  1239, 
1290,  1291,  1293,  1294, 1295,  1206,  1297, 1298, 
1299,  1300,  1301, 1302,  1303, 1304, 1305, 1306, 
1307,  1308,  1309, 1310,  1311,  1312,  1315,  131G, 
1317,  1318,  1319, 1320, 1321,  1322,  1324, 1326, 
1327,  1328,  1331,  1332,  1334,  1335,  1336,  1337, 
1338,  1341,  1342,  1343,  1344, 1340,  1347,  134a 
1349,  1350,  1351, 1354, 1356, 1358,  1360, 1362, 
1363,  1364,  1365, 1366, 1367, 1368,  1300, 1371, 
1372,  1373,  1374, 1375, 1376, 1377,  1378,  1379, 
1382,  1383,  1384, 1385, 1386,  1387, 13SS,  1389, 
1399,  1418,  1419,  1434, 1435, 1436, 1437,  1438, 
1439,  1440,  1441,  1442,  1443, 1444,  1445,  1446, 
1448,  1449,  1450, 1451,  1452,  1453, 1454,  1455, 
1459,  1400,  1461, 1402, 1463,  1464 

Massachusetts  Bay, 137, 148 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Society,  1129,  1130,  1271,  1272, 

1273,  1274 
Massachusetts  Gazette  and  Boston  Weekly  Uews- 

Lctter, 215,  218,  220,  270,  284 

Massapoag  River,  or  Brook 1444 

Masury,  David, 179,  190 


Mathor,  Samuel,  D.  D., 
Mathews,  .Tabcz, 
Mathews,  John,  . 
Mathewson,  Charles, 
MathewBon,  Philip,    . 
Mattapoisett  River,    . 
Matthews,  Gideon,     . 
Mattoon,  Ebenezer,  jun.. 


.  1194,  1370 
.      983 

674,  G98,  699 

.     1040 

.    1040 

84,  259,  904 

.   1232,  liJ3 

.  1041,  U41 


Maveny,  David,  . 

May,  Benjamin,  . 

May,  Ebenezer,  . 

May,  Elisha, 

May,  Ephraim,   . 

May,  Lemuel, 

Mayhew,  Joseph, 

Mayhew,  Matthew, 

Mayhew,  Thomas, 

Mayhew,  William, 

Mayhew,  Zachariah, 

Maynard,  Adam, 

Maynard,  Barnabas, 

Maynard,  Hezekiah, 

Maynard,  Ilolton, 

Maynard,  John,  . 

Maynard,  Jotham, 

Maynard,  Jotham,  jun., 

Maynard,  Moses, 

Maynard,  Stephen, 

Mayo,  Benjamin, 

Mayo,  Caleb, 

Mayo,  Joseph,     . 

Mayo,  Simeon,    . 

McAlpine,  William, 

McAulay,  Daniel, 

McBride,  Alexander, 

McBride,  George, 

McBride,  James, 

McBride,  Thomas, 

McCarter,  John, 

McCaslen,  Andrew, 

McCausland,  Henry, 

McCobb,  James, 

McCobb,  Samuel, 

McComber  (see  Macomber) 

McConoughey,  David,  jun., 

McDaniol,  Danie'., 

McDunnel,  James, 

McGill,  John,      . 

McGlechlan,  William, 

Mcintosh,  Royal, 

Mcintosh,  William, 

Mcintosh,  William, 

Mclntyer,  Alexander, 

Mclntyer,  Thomas, 

McKean,  Thomas, 

McKesson,  John, 

McKnight,  James, 

McKnight,  James,  jun. 

McKnight,  John, 

McLean,  Hugh,  . 

McLean,  Niel,     . 

McLelan,  James, 

McLellan,  Hugh, 

}iIcLollan,  Thomas, 

McLukes,  Andrew, 

McNeal,  Archibald, 

McNeal,  John,     . 

McNitt,  David,    . 

Meachom,  Ebenezer, 

Mead,  Benjamin, 

Mead,  Daniel, 

Mcars,  James,     . 

Measam,  George, 

Mecany,  Jemima, 

Medfield,  7,  93.  210,  807,  396,  424, 
7S2,  815,  862,  830,  935, 
1313,  1343,  1399,  1422, 


88,  461 


Pass 

.   656 
298,  357 
293,  357 
1034,  1344 
.  1046 
298,  357 
662,  713, 1009 
,  1124,  1237 
688 
382 
668,669 
842 
865 
513 
265 
1323 
866 
865 
1171,  1325 
261,  1355 
.  1051 
.  1050 
962,  1050 
.  1239 
358,  913,  916 
716 
866 
844 


6,  91 


674 

1011 

1011 

142,  269,  353,  354,  1023 

.  1022 

.  1299 
.  847 
.  1335 

692,  978 
.  353 
.   870 

863,  870 

.   992 

.  1242 

.  1242 

.  1264 

.  1265 

.   718 

.   718 

.   718 

675,  696,  693,  700 

.   716 

,   236 

.  1269 

.  1463 

.  1269 

,  916,  1054 

.  1041 

.  1046 

.  1232 

.   841 

.  1236 

350,  351,  352 

.  1304 

.   778 

565,  669,  743,  775,  776, 

1081,  1139,1203,  1261, 

1449,  1450 
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Medford,    9,  95,  210,  309,  398,  425,  568,  715,  745,  784,  860, 

888,  914,  938,  1039,  1059,  1086,  1143,  1207, 

1299,  1302,  1400,  1420 

Medford  Lane  (Charlestown),  ....    1059 

Mednmcook,    211,  316,  405,  431,  577,  753,  790,  865,  894, 

950, 1104,  1158,  1222,  1405,  1428 

Medway,    7,  93,  210,  307,  366,  368,  396,  424,  565,  669,  743, 

782,  862,  886,  935,  1082,   1140,   1204,   1201, 

1343,  1399, 1422 

Meekins,  John, 125 

Mellen,  James, 1278 

Mellen,  Joseph, 141,  343 

Mellen,  Samuel, 1050 

Mellerd,  John, 1050 

Mendon,  14,  52,  99, 128,  129,  199,  211,  314,  403,  429,  530, 
575,  751,  788,  816,  864,  892,  946,  1098,  1154, 
1172, 1173, 1217, 1261, 1299,  1328,  1329,  1330, 
1331, 1332, 1386,  1387, 1403,  1426,  1442,  1443, 
1452 

Mendon,  John,   • 1435 

Meredith,  Richard, 1246, 1247 

Meriam,  Amoa,  .......       804,  866 

Meriam,  John, 1323 

Meriam,  Jonathan, 866 

Meriam,  Levi, 866 

Meriam,  Samuel, 1347 

Merricks,  Michael, 295,  354 

Merrill,  Abel 920, 1010 

Morrill,  David, 543 

Morrill,  Enoch, 920, 1009 

Merrill,  Gyles 121, 145, 146 

Morrill,  Isaac, 1355 

Merrill,  Joseph 920, 1009 

Merrill,  Mark, 984 

Merrill,  Nathan, 984 

Merrill,  Nathaniel 830 

Merrill,  Richard, 9S4 

Merrill,  Richard,  jun 983 

Merrimack  River,    66,  88,  250,  344,  345,  383,  460,  401,  462, 

732,  1123, 1124,  1125 

Merry,  Edward, 716 

Merry  field  {see  Myrifleld). 

Meservy,  Clement,  jun 977 

Meservy,  John 977 

Messenger, , 1388 

Messenger,  Gideon 718 

Metcalf ,  John, 1343 

Metcalf,  John,  jrm., 776 

Metcalf,  John  G.,  M.D., 1328, 1331 

Metcalf,  Jonathan,    805,  835,  SH,  1047,  1260,  1335, 1343, 

1358 
Metcalf,  Michael,        ....      868,  870,  871,  1343 

Metcalf,  Seth, 207,  265,  260 

Metcalf,  Stephen,        .        .        .  871,  982, 1053, 1270, 1343 
Mothuen,    5,  8,  90,  94,  210,  308,  365,  366,  397,  425,  543, 
567,  669,  744,  783,  863,  887,  920,  937,  1009, 
1010, 1084, 1142, 1206,  1400,  1423 

Middle  Lane  (Charlestown) 1059 

Middle-Lane  Hill, 1059 

Middle  Street  (Boston),   225,  274,  275,  276,  291,  292,  349, 

350,  351 

Middleborough,    11,  87,  97,  140,  141,  175,  210,  306,  311, 

364,  381,  400,  427,  459,  460,  571,  748, 

786,   816,   863,   890,  914,   942,    1056, 

1093,  1121,  1123,  1149,  1213,  1402, 

1425 

Middlesex,  County  of,   8, 17,  31,  44,  45,  67,  68,  90,  94, 103, 

168, 195,  210,  219,  220,  246,  256,  301,  308,  318, 

322,  343,  346,  369,  397,  398,  406,  425,  426,  432, 


Paob 

Middlesex,  County  of —  Concluded. 

439,  454,  455,  465,  488,  490,  513,  517,  526,  531, 

567,  568,  579,  663,  678,  679,  685,  714,  715,  745, 

746,  755,  759,  765,  783,  784,  791,  831,  861,  863, 

8G5,  887,  888,  895,  901,  902,  905,  914,  937,  938, 

952,  971,  989,  990,  991,  994,  1005,  1038,  1041, 

1055,  1056,  1063,  1085,  1086,  1088,  1108,  1115, 

1135,  1142,  1144,  1161,  1170,  1189,  1206,  1208, 

1225,  1284,  1296,  1297,  129S,  1327,  1048,  1354, 

1360,  1076,  1377,  lOSO,  1081,  1382,  1400,  1401, 

1405,  1420,  1429  " 

Mlddleton,  8,  57,  90,  94,  210,  308,  365,  367,  397,  424,  567, 

744,  783, 863, 887, 937, 1084, 1142, 1206, 1400, 

1419, 1423 

Middleton  Pond, 285 

Mighill,  Jeremiah, 543 

Milford,        .        .    1172,  1173,  1386,  1387,  1426,  1442,  1443 

Milford  (The  frigate) 664 

Milknear,  Johannes, 369 

Mill  River, 1328, 1329 

Mill,  Thomas, 1023 

Millar  {x(><>  Miller). 

Miller,  Aaron  John, 1042 

Miller,  Alexander, 1393 

Miller,  Charles 358,  1266,  1318 

Miller,  James, 353 

Miller,  James, 1058,  1059 

Miller,  John 125 

Miller,  John, 1058 

Miller,  Joseph 829,  1449 

Miller,  Mary 992 

Miller,  Samuel 1321 

Miller,  Thomas 182 

Miller,  William, 1232,1233 

Miller  &  Tracy,  .......  1260, 12G1 

Millikin,  William 718 

Mills,  Amos, 867 

Mills,  Benjamin,  .        654,  657,  694,  832,  833,  982, 1073 

Mills,  Isaac,         ._ 867 

Mills,  James, 1050 

Mills,  Jonas 867 

Mills,  Nathaniel 913,  916, 1005 

Mills,  Thomas 867 

Milton,  7,  93,  210,  261,  307,  396,  423,  565,  665,  675,  696, 
698,  700,  707,  715,  743,  782,  862,  886,  935, 1055, 
1081,  1109,  1203,  1303,  1304,  1099, 1422 

Minister's  Grant, 143 

Minot, "  Captain," 701 

Minot,  Christopher 913,  916 

Minot,  George, 1358 

Minot,  James, 469,  701,  1447 

Minot,  James, 855 

Minot,  Jonathan, 1358 

Minot,  Samuel, 275 

Minot,  Stephen, 964,  1052, 1073 

Mirick,  Benjamin, 1239 

Mitchol,  John 353 

MitcheJl,  Abiel 1231 

Mitchell,  DominicuB, 978 

Mitchell,  Edward 508,810,830,848 

Mitchell,  Nathan 1056 

Mitchell,  Samuel, 185 

Mitchell,  Thomas 913,  916 

Mittineague  Falls, 927 

Mix,  Ebenczer 716 

Mix,  Josiah,         .        .        .     ' 998 

MKnight  {see  McEnight). 

M'Neill  (.see  MciTeal) . 

Moffatt,  Enoch, 1011 


1500. 
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MofEatt,  Jonathan 908 

Momphord,  (see  Muwfonl). 

Monatiquot  lliver,      .        .        .    42,87,89,453,461,1132 
Monson,    10,  06,  210,  310,  328,  399,  426,  070,  747,  785,  816, 
863,  889,  941,  1090,  1146,  1210,  liOl,  1424 
Montagu,  John  {see  Jlinchinbrook) . 

Montague,    10,  96,  210,  310,  365,  377,  399,  426,  570,  747, 
785, 803,  889, 940,  lOOO,  1140, 1210,  1401, 1424 

Montagrue,  Peter, 989 

Monument  Ponds,      .        •        .        .        .     175,460,1123 

Moody,  James 692,  977,  978 

Moody,  Samuel, 1194 

Moore,  Edmund, 1039 

Moore,  Ezckiol, 844 

Moore,  Isaac, 865 

Moore,  Jacob, *  .        •        .      865 

Moore,  John, 353 

Moore,  Jonathan, 1049 

Moore,  Kirby, 1039 

Moore,  Mark 1051 

Moore,  Phinehas, 842 

Moore,  William, 836 

Moore,  William  (Pennsylvania) 1264 

Moors,  Uriah, 866 

Moose  Hill, 355 

Morey,  John 170 

Morey,  Thomas 1002 

Morgan,  Abner 518,  520,  667,  1233 

Morgan,  William, 179,  190 

Morrill,  Benjamin, 1386 

Morris,  David 1208 

Morris,  Gouverneur, 1020 

Morrison,  Evander 716 

Morrison,  Joseph, 353 

Morrison,  Normond 716 

Morrison,  Samuel, 353 

Morristown, 1374 

Morse,  Adam, 975 

Morse,  Amos, 975 

Morse,  Asa, " .        .        .      975 

Morse,  Asa,  2d, 975 

Morse,  Daniel, 098,  699 

Morse,  Daniel, 876 

Morse,  Elisha, 876 

Morse,  Jcdediah, 975,  976 

Morse,  Jcdediah,  jun 975 

Morse,  John, 984 

Morse,  Joseph, 1039 

Morse,  Josiah,     .        . 975 

Morse,  Moses, 975, 1237 

Morse,  Moses 1232 

Morse,  Nathan, 984 

Morse,  Nathan, 992 

Morse,  Payne, 920,  1010 

Morse,  Samuel, 876 

Morse,  Samuel, 1328 

Morse,  Simon, 975 

Morse,  Solomon, 876, 975 

Morse,  Solomon,  jun., 975 

Morton,  Bryant, 518 

Morton,  Nathaniel,     .        .  832,  1260,  1270,  1322,  1345 

Morton,  Perez,  .  509,  513,  516,  517,  662,  709,  710,  1239 

Moselcy,  John,    .        .        .       269,  363,  380,  667,  827,  1267 

Moses,  Samuel, 1050 

Most  Christian  King,  The,        .         1197,  1370,  1371,  1379 

Mottey,  Joseph 1457, 1458 

Moulton,  Aaron, 870 

Moulton,  Daniel 1115 

Mioulton,  Peter, 692,  977,  978,  980 


Pagb 

Moulton,  Peter,  jun., 978 

Mountsweeg  Bay, 329, 370 

Mountswceg  lliver, 227 

Mount  Washington,    .       1069,  1070,  1234,  1237,  1238,  1307 
Mousam  River,    .        .        .   777,  778,  846,  1177,  1178,  1338 

Mowatt,  Henry, a   .       514,  515 

Mudge,  Joseph 867 

Mug,  James 656 

Mugridge,  Benjamin, 185 

Mullens,  Thomas 915,  916 

Muinford,  Andrew, 38,  716,  718 

Mumford,  Paul 811 

Muuroe,  Aaron, 1357 

Munroe,  Benjamin, 1357 

Munroe,  Jonas, 1357 

Munroe,  Joseph 1S57 

Munroe,  Joseph,  jun., 1357 

Muuroe,  Joshua, 1357 

Munroe,  Nathan 1357,  1361, 1363 

Murray,  David  (see  Mansfield). 

Murray,  Daniel, 915,  916 

Mui-ray,  Gilbert 1236 

Murray,  James,  ....    353,  913,  916,  1054,  1056 

Murray,  James 1236 

Murray,  John,  38,  00,  72,  357,  366,  380,  913,  915,  916,  966, 
996,  997,  1054,  1055,  1056,  1009,  1231, 
1234 
Murray,  Rev.  John,     538,  665,  679,  682,  635,  686,  696,  697, 

700,  702,  871 

Murray,  Samuel 915,  916 

Murrayfield,  210,  297,  298,  310,  355,  356,  399,  427,  570,  747, 
785,  803,  889,  941,  1043,  1044,  1069, 1091, 
1147,  1211,  1231,  1232,  1233,  1234,  1371, 
1372,  1402,  1424 

Muscle-Ridge  Bay 623,  674,  697 

Mussey,  Benjamin 978 

Mystic  River,       ......     216,  461,  1124 

Myrifield  (Rowe),  863,  1047,  1048,  1092,  1148,  1212,  1252, 

1300, 1301, 1402,  1424 

Nantasket, 652 

Nantes 1317,1318,1319 

Nantucket  (see  Sherburne),    174.  388,  395,  458,  600,  688, 

1121 
Nantucket,  County  of,  13, 17,  46,  90,  99,  103,  119,  211, 
306,  313,  313,  402,  406,  410, 
429,  433,  438,  439,  464,  465, 
574,  580,  678,  750,  755,  788, 
791,  864,  865,  892,  895,  946, 
952,  1098,  1109,  1127,  1153, 
1162,  1217,  1225,  1377,  1381, 
1403,  1405,  1420, 1429 
Narragansett  No.  One  (Buxton),  13,  99,  206,  211,204,265, 

976 
Narragansett  No.  Two  (Westminster),  .      279,280 

Nash,  Daniel 1435 

Nash,  John 125,  409,  984 

Nash,  Jonathan,  .        .        1032,  1041, 1275, 1270,  1373 

Nash,  Noah 162,  182,  1002,  1003 

Nash,  Samuel 983,  984 

Nashoba  Brook, 1348 

Nassau,  William  Henry  (see  Rochford). 
Natick,    9,  95,  210,  309,  398,  425,  508,  669,  746,  784,  863, 
806,  868,  86»,  888,  939,  1088,  1145,  1171,  1209, 
1401,  1423 

Nauset  Meadow, 174,  458,  1121 

Ncall,  James, 185 

Neck,  The  (Falmouth), 514 
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Neck,  The  (Mendon) 1331 

Needham,  7,  93,  210,  307,  386,  363,  396,  424,  565,  743,  782, 
804,  862,  866,  867,  868,  860,  870,  871,  886, 935, 
1082,  1140,  1204,  1304,  1343,  1399,  1422 

Needham,  Edmund 179,  190 

Needham,  Stephen, 543 

Nelson,  Gershom,       .    ' 1331 

Nelson,  Nehemiah, 1330 

Nelson,  Seth 1331 

Nennemesset  Island 86,  461, 1124, 1127 

Neponset  Eiver, 1412, 1444,  1449 

Nesmith,  Benjamin 353 

Ness,  John, 867 

New  Ashford,     469,  659,  865,  1029,  1032,  1107,  1160,  1224, 

1405,  1429,  1443 
New  Boston  (Gray),  211,  315,  330,  366,  404,  431,  577,  753, 

789,  834,  881,  893,  983 
New  Braintree,      14, 100,  211,  314,  403,  430,  575,  751,  788, 
864,  892,  947,  1099,  1154,  1218,  1299, 
1404,  1427 
Newbury,      7,  39,  68,  93,  134,  148,  210,  2J9,  271,  307,  396, 
419,  420,  424,  461,  511,  543,  666,  660,  719, 
744,  783,  863,  887, 903, 936, 1083, 1124,  1141, 
1205,  1400,  1422.  1452 
2Tewbtiryport,    8,  40,  41,  45,  63,  66,  93,  148,  175,  210,  221, 
308,  396,  419,  420,  424,  460,  461,  474,  511, 
643,  566,  600,  653, 669,  678,  6S8,  702,  737, 
738,  744,  783,  823,  824,  863,  887,  936, 
1083,  1124, 1141,  1205,  1308,  1400,  1422, 
1458 
Newcastle,    16, 101,  211,  316,  329,  370,  405,  431,  577,  753, 
790,  864,  894,  949,  1103,  1157,  1221,  1404, 
1423 

Newcomb,  Daniel 1269 

Newell,  Ebenezer 868 

Newell,  Eliphalet 1071,  1239 

Newell,  Josiah, 866,  870 

Newell,  Thomas 274 

Newell,  Timothy,       ,        .        .     275,  349,  350,  1071,  1239 

Newell,  Timothy 806,  808 

Newell,  Zebulon 1040 

New  England,  21,  34,  62,  69,  76,  148,  178,  179,  184,  18 
188,  190,  191,  201,  272,  276,  288,  295, 
353,  354,  370,  419,  420,  421,  445,  179, 
484,  485,  497,  493,  500,  506,  583,  588! 
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Pepperrellborough,  13,  99,  211,  313,  402,  429,  574,  600,  688, 
750,  787,  864,  891,  945,  1096,  1097, 
1152, 1216,  1403, 1426 

Perham,  Jonathan, 1438 

Perkins,  George, 841, 842,  843 

Perkins,  James, 275 

Perkins,  John,  jun., 275, 1271 

Perkins,  Nathaniel, 913,  916,  1005 

Perkins,  Robert 698 

Perkins.  Walter 272 

Perkins,  William,      .        .        .        .        .        .        .    1040 

Perkins,  William  Lee, 913, 915 

Perkins'  Mills,  or  Mill-dam,      ....        83,  381 

Perley,  Asa, 543 

Perley,  Enoch, 835 

Perrego,  James, 975,  976 

Perry,  Abner, 540 

Perry,  Benjamin, 1445 

Perry,  Benjamin,  jun., 1445 

Perry,  Daniel,    713,  814,  1010,  1017, 1048,  1238, 1242, 1299, 
131.3, 1327,  1331,  1383,  1436,  1149, 1450 

Perry,  David 1050 

Perry,  Eliakim, 1445 

Perry,  Isaac, 656 

Perry,  James 848, 1356 

Perry,  James 1023 

Perry,  John, 841 

Perry,  Josiah 1445 

Perry,  Samuel, 914,  916 

Perry,  Samuel 998 

Perry,  Seth, 914, 916 

Perry,  Silas, 827 

Perry,  Silas 914,  916 

Perry,  Stephen 914,  916 

Perry,  Thomas, 914,  916 

Perry,  William, 827 

Petegrow,  Joseph, 185 

Petersham,        15,  5.3,  100,  211,  315,  365,  366,  403,  430,  576, 

752,  789,  864,  893,  915,  947,  1056,  1101, 

1155,  1219,  1404,  1427 

Pettee,  Benjamin, 975, 976 

Pettee,  Samuel 973,  974,  976 

Pettee,  Stephen, 975, 976 

Pettee,  Thomas 975 

Pettee,  William, 975, 976 

Petterson,  William, 353 

Pettingalc,  Benjamin,        .        .»      .        .        .        .    1011 

Pettingill,  Dudley 920, 1010 

Pettingill,  Nathaniel 920,1009 

Pettingill,  Nathaniel,  jun 920,  1010 

PettingUl,  Phinehas 920, 1010 

Pettis,  Ezekiel, 469 

Petit,  Jonathan 1236 

Phelps,  John 718 

Phelps,  John 1267 

Phelps,  Oliver, 1034,  1267 

Phelps,  Timothy 989 

Philadelphia,  410,  505,  506,  024,  525,  530,  652,  6.53,  680,  706, 

814,  1007,  1019,  1026,  12.53,  1254,  1257, 

1258,  1259,  1262,  1263,  1264,  1295,  1313, 

1371, 14.52,  1453,  1461 
Philbrick,  Jonathan, .        .        .        691,602,977,978,982 
Philbrick,  Michael,     ....        692,  977,  978,  980 

Philbrook,  Thomas, 1011 

Philip,  King, 1347 

Philipsburg,  Camp  at 633,  684 

Phillips  Academy,  141S,  1419,  1420,  1457,  1458,  1459 

Phillips,  Ebenezer, 914,  916 

Phillips,  Israel, 857,  859 
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Phillips,  John, 1419, 1457 

PhillipB,  Jonathan 859 

Phillips,  Joseph, 857,  859 

PhillipB,  Joseph 914,916 

Phillips,  Samuel,  57, 60, 72, 141, 144, 187,  261,  287, 357, 372, 

543, 1023, 1314, 1315, 1419, 1420,  1457 

Phillips,  Saraael,  Jan.,     519,  663,  668,  685,  723,  81G,  817, 

818,   871,  994,    1020,    1026, 

1034, 1042,  1048,  1049,  1195, 

1249,  1286, 1369,  1371,  1419, 

1457, 1458,  1-159 

Phillips,  William,    184,  187,  264,  275,  276,  279,  356,  538, 

543,  651,  664,  672,  713,  822,  848, 

998,  1035, 1054,  1419,  1458 

Phillips,  Zephaniah, 1321 

Phillipstown  (Sanford) 1334 

Phinney,  David 914,  910 

Phinney,  Edmund, 982 

Phips,  David, 914,  916, 1054,  1056 

Phips,  Spencer, 536,  lOoO,  1355 

Phips,  "WiUiam, 859 

Phips,  Sir  "William 140 

Rccle,  Reuben, 826 

Pickering,  John,  Jan.,   (^Speaker  of  the  ITouse  of 

Representatives),  141,  151,  261,  263,  264,  281,  356, 
358,  359,  367,  375,  411,  515, 
538,  543, 654, 655, 660, 601, 665, 
668,  672,  673,  675,  685,  692, 
817,  822  825,  82G,  830,  836, 
839,  854,  869,  871,  939,  995, 
999,  1000,  1001,  1002,  1004, 
1007,  1012,  1020,  1022,  1024, 
1025,  1027,  1030,  1036,  1037, 
1039,  1040,  1043,  1046,  1063, 
1195,  1231,  1240,  1242,  1248, 
1262,  1298,  1313,  1336,  1340, 
1365,  1366,  1367,  1388,  1439, 
1452, 1453,  1455,  1461 
Pickering,  Theophilus,     ....       533,  534,  535 

Pickering,  Timothy, 189 

PickemeU,  James, 185 

Pickemell,  Samuel 185 

Pickemell,  William, 185 

Pickman,  Benjamin 287,913,916,1447 

Pickman,  William, 853 

Pierce,  John,       .        .        .        .        .        .        692,977,978 

Pierce,  John,  jun., 977,  978 

Pierce,  Joseph,  1029 

Pierce,  Josiah 363, 1355 

Pierce,  Samuel, 975 

Pierpont,  Robert 27,  55, 825 

Pierson,  Benjamin 1029 

Pigeon,  .John, 991 

Pigeon  Swamp 1394,  1412,  1437,  1449 

Pigwacket, 666 

Pike,  Timothy, 1038 

Piscataqua  River, 173,185,461 

Pitts,  James, 184,  .357,  358,  359 

Pitts,  John,  358,  519,  538,  653,  654,  662,  66 1,  672,  673,  695, 
606,  699,  700,  709,  711,  713,  715,  71G,  805, 
809,  814,  815,  820,  821,  «32,  834,  839,  983, 
987,  98S,  1021,  1027,  1047,  10G4,  1237, 
1255,  1256,  1270,  1273,  1319,  1369,  1459 

Pitts,  William, 358 

Pittsfield,    16,  46,  66, 101, 128,  156,  182,  211,  316,  372,  405, 

432,  550,  578,  635,  657,  658,  659,  716,  718, 

754,  790,  829,  865,  894,  915,  951,  1028,  1029, 

1030,  1032,  1033,    1035,   1052,   1105,   1159, 

•      1223, 1275, 1393,  1405, 1428,  1436 


Page 
Pittston,  865,  923,  924,  1105,  1159,  1222,  1405,  1428 

Pisley,  David 828 

Place,  John, 185 

Plaistod,  Ichabod 688 

Plaistow, 121,  145,  146,  669 

Pleasant  Point  (Chelsea) 1342 

Plumb  Island 174,  457, 1120 

Plummer,  Samuel 150 

Plymouth,  11,  39,  44,  45,  88,  97,  148,  175,  210,  259,  311, 
381,  395,  400,  412,  427,  438,  460,  461,  464,  474, 
571,  600,  667,  678,  6S8,  74S,  786,  830,  863,  890, 
903,914,942,  1005,  1056,  1092,  1123,  1124, 
1149,  1212,  1252,  1319, 1344,  1345,  1402,  1425 

Plymouth  Beach 30,  259,  903 

Plymouth,  County  of,  11, 17,  44,  45,  97,  103, 122,  210,  224, 
250,  252,  272,  273,  284,  311,  318,  341,  368,  400, 
40G,  427,  428*  432,  438,  439,  462,  464,  465,  513, 
571,  572,  579,  678,  670,  748,  755,  786,  791,  861, 
863,  865,  890,  895,  904,  914,  942,  952,  1056, 
1092,  1108,  1115,  1124,  1127, 1135, 1149,  1161, 
1212,  1225,  1284,  129G,  1297,  1298, 1345,  1377, 
1380,  1381,  1402,  1405,  1425, 1429 

Plymouth  Purchase, 147 

Plympton,  11,  97,  210,  .311,  365,  366,  400,  427,  571,  748, 
786,  816j  863,  890,  943,  1093, 1149,  1213, 
1402,  1425 

Plympton,  James, 975 

Plympton,  Thomas,   .        .        .     509,  510,  668, 1324, 1326 
Poatnamicul,       .        .  '     .        .        .        .       202, 203, 263 

Poatnaraicut  Harbor, 203 

Pogeshole 1036, 1037 

Point  Alderton 652 

Pollard,  John, 866 

Pollard,  Thomas, 866 

Polly  (The  sloop) '     .        .        .    1027 

Pomeroy,  Caleb, 901, 990 

Pomeroy,  Elijah, 901, 990 

Pomeroy,  Josiah, 1050 

Pomeroy,  Medad, 962,  1049 

Pomroy,John 1040 

Pomroy,  Josiah, 914,  916, 1005 

Pond,  Oliver, 976 

Poudtown, 132, 147 

Pool,  Fitch 274 

Pope,  Edward,    688,  848,  976,  995,  999,  1005,  1009, 1295, 

1343,  1381 

Pope,  Ichabod 928, 1024 

Pope,  Ralph 1445 

Popkin,  John, 1286,1291 

Porridge,  Simon, 382 

Porter,  Amos, 826,  829 

Po.'iier,  Benjamin 272 

Porter,  Daniel 1238 

Porter,  Eleazer, 1058 

Porter,  Klisha,  147,  148,  347,  514,  522,  007,  704,  810,  838, 
839,  848,  985, 1012, 1245,  1372 

Porter,  James 1309 

Porter,  Nehemiah, 536 

Porter,  Nicholas 239,  282 

Porter,  Samuel 913,  916, 1005 

Porter,  Tyler 543 

Porter's  Corner 221,  271,  272 

Porterfield,  Patrick, 698, 699 

Portsmouth 55,  664, 1006 

Post,  OUver 989 

Post  Road, 133 

Pote,  Jeremiah, 915,  917, 1054 

Pote,  Samuel 295,354 

Potter,  David, 1206 
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Powers,  Edward  E., 1366 

Powell,  Jeremiah,  65,  277,  357,  538,  660,  668,  672,  6S2, 
685,  687,  810,  829,  839,  868,  869, 
1016,  1018,  1053,  1248,  1257,  1264, 
1265,  1273,  1307,  1318,  1319,  1341, 
1373, 1374, 1383,  1443,  1453,  1459, 
1463,  1464 
Powell,  John,      .....      226,  913,  916,  1005 

Powell,  William 274, 1239 

Powers,  Battery, 1239 

Powers,  Henry 866 

Powers,  Walter, 1335 

Pownalborough,  16,  46,  101, 130,  133,  135,  137,  211,  227, 
277,  278,  316,  329,  405,  431,  474,  562, 
577,  665,  688,  696,  700,  753,  790,  864, 
894,  915,  923,  949,  1011,  1056,  1103, 
1157,  1221,  l304,  1428 
Powuall,  Fort,  .  .  .  108,  170,  183,  208,  300,  391 
Powuall,  John,    .      52,  54,  139, 191,  284,  354,  362,  383,  411 

Pratt,  Abijah, 866 

Pratt,  Isaac 859 

Pratt,  Isaac 876 

Pratt,  Joseph, 797,  800 

Pratt,  Joseph, 876 

Pratt,  Josiah, 1343 

Pratt,  Lemuel 867 

Pratt,  Samuel 867 

Pratt,  Thomas .     142,  515, 1342 

Prebble,  Abraham 562 

Preble,  Ebenezer, 1023 

Preble,  Jedidiah,  182,  186,  357,  515,  654,  659,  660,  683, 
685,  691,  692,  810,  839,  867,  978, 
1008,  1025,  1245 

Premer,  Adam, 842 

Prentice,  Benjamin, 992 

Prentice,  Thomas 1184 

Prentice,  William  Henry, 720 

Prentiss,  Joshua, 1243 

Prescott,  Benjamin 223 

Prescott,  James,    263,  264,  277,  411,  507,  509,   510,  518, 
519,    520,    718,    1025,   1054,   1056, 
1240, 1244,  1246,  1345,  1381 
Prescott,  Oliver,    810,  990,  1016,  1017,  1035,  1052,  1195, 

1336,  1337 

Prescott,  William, 817 

Preston,  Amaziah 199 

Preston,  Amos, 1003 

Preston,  John, 1016 

Preston,  Wilson 1003 

Price,  Ezekiel 735,  741,  961 

Priest,  Joseph, 866 

Prime,  Joseph .'       .        .   1337,  1377 

Prince,  James, 267 

Prince,  Job 202,  275,  358,  1027 

Prince,  Samuel,  . 913,916 

Princeton,  124,  125,  211,  238,  239,  281,  315,  404,  430,  576, 
752,  789,  854,  893,  915,  948,  1043,  1101, 
1156,  1219,  1404,  1427 

Princctown 15, 100, 124,  125 

PriudiiU,  Jonathan 915,  917 

Procter,  Benjamin, 274 

Procter,  Peter 1051 

Proctor,  John, 267 

Prospect  Hill, 714,  844 

Prosser,  Ichabod 1321,  1322 

Protector  (The  ship),        .        .         1311,  1314,  1315,  1316 

Protestants 1450 

PrON'idence  (Adams), 1321 


Paos 

Providence  (Rhode  Island),      583,  669,  670,  672,  683,  723, 

724,  809,  813,  818,  837,  988,  1045,  1261,  1297 

Providence  (The  frigate),  .        ,        .         1006,1246,1247 

Providence  Plantations,        670,  671,  850,  1009,  1012,  1013, 

1014,  1015,  1297, 1460 
Provincetown,     .        .       .     174,  457,  458,  864, 1120, 1121 

Puffer,  Eleazer 1445 

Puffer,  Jonathan, 1352,  1353,  1354 

Puffer,  Matthias 1330,  1445 

Pullen,  James 147 

Pnllen,  Stephen, 147 

Purinton,  James, 1022 

Putnam,  Archclaus, 268 

Putnam,  Edward 707 

Putnam,  Isaac 859 

Putnam,  James,  914,  916, 1054 

Putnam,  Micah, 844 

Putnam,  Nathaniel, 272 

Putnam,  Rufus,  .        .        .       1039,  1278, 1230, 1373, 1374 

Pynchon,  George 377 

Pynchon,  Henry 1304 

Pynchon,  Joseph, 1058 

Pynchon,  Walter 1435, 1436 

Pynchon,  William,  jun.,  518,  661,  713,  811,  815,  987, 1047« 
1115,  1237,  1267,  1320, 1435,  1438, 1443 


Quakers,  87,  88,  111,  112, 113,  159,  285,  392,  393,  411,  445, 
451,  460,  483,  520,  529,  595,  686,  687,  719, 
732,  772,  801,  1122,  1123,  1125,  1185,  1296, 
1378,  1382 

Quebec, 683 

Quincy,  Edmund,  .  .  .  275,  276,  349, 350, 1448 
Quincy,  Samuel,  .  .  913,  916,  966, 1005, 1054, 1055 
Quivet  Harbor 40,  88,  259,  460,  904, 1123 

R. 

Race,  William, 1235 

Rainsford's  Island, 87,  458, 1121 

Ralph's  Brook 1348,1350 

Ramsdell,  John, 1050 

Rand,  Isaac, 715,  716,  848,  849 

Rand,  Nathaniel 1239 

Rand,  Robert 275 

Rand's  Grant, 237 

Randall,  Jonathan, 272,  273,  274 

Randall,  Thomas 1445 

RandeU  (see  Rendall) . 

Randolph  (Pittston) 1011 

Rankin,  Constant, .    .  ....    699, 1463 

Ranks,  Christopher, 274 

Rappall,  George, 295, 354 

Rathborn,  Valentine 659,  1029, 1032 

Rawson,  Edward,       141, 142, 199,  261,  278,  366,  371,  374, 

411,  510,  516,  520,  623,  527,  540,  701,  707,  709, 

711,  837,  851,  975,  982,  1036,  1064,  1242,  1270, 

1344,  1452 

Rawson,  Josiah, 1050 


Rawson,  Josiah,  jun., 
Rawson,  RandeU, 
Rawson,  Samuel, 
Raymond,  Daniel, 
Raymond,  Daniel, 


.  1050 
.  860 
.  1329 
1237,  1343 
.     1354 


Raymondtown,     834,  864,  881, 1103,  1157,  1221,  1404,  1427 
Raynham,         12,  98,'211,  312,  367,  401,  428,  573,  749,  787, 
864,891,  944,  1095,  1151,  1215, 1403, 1426 
Raynolds  (see  liei/nolds). 
Rays  (see  Iloyce). 
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Read,  Benjamin 1387,  1442 

Read,  Daniel 1321 

Read,  David, 1003 

Read,  Joseph 142,  368 

Read,  Thomas 1353,  1445 

Read,  William 230 

Reading,  8,  57,  90,  95,  210,  236,  309,  397,  425,  567,  701, 
745,  734,  863,  888,  938,  1085,  1143,  1207, 
1309,  1400,  1423 

Reed,  Benjamin, 1242 

Reed,  Joel, 1022 

Reed,  John 1003 

Reed,  Jonathan 1023 

Reed,  Joseph, 412,  859,  1041,  1294 

Reed,  Richard,   .        .^ 149,  150 

Reed,  Robert, 1023 

Rehoboth,  12,  98,  211,  312,  401,  428,  573,  749,  787,  8G4, 
891,  944,  1042,  1095,  1151,  1214,  1243, 
1403,  1425 

Relnwater,  "William 1247 

Remick,  Nathaniel, 185 

Remmington,  John 141, 133 

Rendell,  John, 674,  699,  1463 

Rennalds  (see  Reynolds) . 

Revere,  John, 274 

Revere,  Paul 518,  665, 1246,  1247,  1377 

Reynolds,  James 656,  653,  659,  984 

Reynolda,  Nathaniel, 720 

Rhoads,  Eleazer 1449 

Rhode  Island,  25,  34,  35,  62,  81,  284,  521,  583,  639,  670, 
671,  679,  633,  685,  6SG,  720,  723,  724, 
809,  810,  811,  813,  814,  837,  850,  984, 
988,  1004,  1008,  1009,  1012,  1013, 
1014,  1015,  1017,  1025,  1041,  1045, 
1249,  1256,  1257,  1258,  1259,  12G1, 
1264,  1295,  1296,  1297,  1379,  1382, 
1439,  1459, 1460,  1461 

Rhodes,  Hezeklah, 1320 

Rhodes,  Joseph, 975 

Rhodes,  Joseph,  jun., 975 

Rice,  Comfort 858,  859 

Rice,  David 866 

Rice,  Edmond 1051 

Rice,  Eliakim, 1170, 1325 

Rice,  George, 53,  54,  55,  283 

Rice,  Gershom, 856,  858 

Rice,  Gershom,  jnn., 858,  859 

Rice,  John 1292 

Rice,  Jonathan, 1324, 1326,  1327 

Rice,  Matthias 854,  857 

Rice,  Nathaniel, 1170, 1325 

Rice,  Phinehas, 859 

Rice,  Samuel, 866 

Rice,  Simeon,      . 1051 

Rice,  Stephen 708,  709 

Rice,  Thomas,      278,  329,  513,  520,  527,  563,  665,  666,  1135 

Rice,  "William,  jun., 1326 

Rich,  Caleb 1050 

Rich,  Jacob 1050 

Rich,  Luther 1323 

Rich,  Nathaniel, 1050 

Rich,  Thomas 1050 

Richards,  Abiathar, 713 

Richards,  Daniel,        .        .        .         1444,  1445, 1447,  1448 

Richards,  David 859 

Richards,  Josiab 1045 

Richards,  Owen 913,  916,  1054 

Richards,  "William, 1445, 1446, 1447 

Bichardson,  Benjamin, 274 
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Richardson,  Charles 856,  858,  859 

Richardson,  Charles,  jun., 859 

Richardson,  David,     .        .        .        603,  604,  691,  692,  973 

Richardson,  Ebenezer 1321 

Richardson,  James 1260 

Richardson,  John, 975 

Richardson,  Jonathan, 1321 

Richardson,  Jonathan,  jun.,      ....  1321, 1322 

Richardson,  Moses 692,  973 

Richardson,  Parker, 920,  1010 

Richardson,  Ralph 860 

Richardson,  Thomas, •  854 

Richardson,  Thomas 975 

Richmond  (seo  Richmonf) . 

Richmond,  Silvester, 655, 656 

Richmont,  16,90,  102,  141,  211,  316,  330,  331,  365,  370,  371, 
405,  432,  550,  573,  657,  659,  754,  791,  865,  895, 
951,  1029, 1032,  1106,  1160,  1223,  1388,  1405, 
1428 


Ricker,  Dodiford, 

Ricker,  Joshua,  . 

Ricker,  Phinehas, 

Ricker,  Solomon, 

Riddel,  Robert,  . 

Ridgway,  Ebenezer, 

Ridgway,  Samuel, 

Ridgway,  Samuel,  jun., 

Rigby,  Richard, 

Ripley,  Jonathan, 

Riplej%  Peter,     . 

Robards,  Ebenezer, 

Robards,  "Vinsen, 

Robbins,  Eleazer, 

Uobbins,  Eliphalet, 

Robbins,  Herman, 

Robbins,  Josiah, 

Robbins,  Oliver, 

Robbins,  Oliver,  jun 

Robbins,  William, 

Roberts,  Benjamin, 

Roberts,  Ebenezer, 

Roberts,  Jeremiah, 

Roberts,  .John,    . 

Roberts,  Joseph, 

Roberts,  Love,    . 

Roberts,  Peter,   . 

Roberts,  Samuel, 

Roberts  &  Lee,  . 

Robey,  Zaccheus, 

Robins,  Ephraim, 

Robins,  .John, 

Robins,  Jonas,    . 

Robins,  Jonathan, 

Robins,  Mary, 

Robinson,  Daniel, 

Robinson,  George, 

Robinson,  James, 

Robinson,  James, 

Robinson,  Lemuel, 

Robinson,  Philip, 

Robinson,  Seth,  . 

Robinson,  Thomas, 

Robinson,  Timothy, 

Roby,  Thomas,  . 

Rochester,  11,  84,  97,  210, 
462,  571,  743 
1124,  1149,  1 


1352, 


786,  Sijr 
13,  1297: 


1354, 


847 

1337 

1337 

1337 

1263 

274 

274 

274 

283 

1003 

1050 

833 

834 

48,  876,  974,  976 

663,  1060,  1061 

1011 

975 

4,  699,  1463 

4,  698,  699,  1463 

1242 

,  1321,  1322 

1335 

1337 


1320 


1355, 


55 

861 

1337 

824 

1335 

353 

1046 

1357 

,  1357, 1363 

1353, 1357 

.  1357 

.  1357 

.   975 

.  1236 

662,  673 

.  1236 

.   654 

65 

.   975 

53 

.   829 

913,  916 

250,  251,  259,  284,  311,  400,  427, 

890,  904,  943, 1093, 

1402,  1425 


Rochford,  William  Ilenry  Nassau,  Earl  of,  .   .   283 
Rockingham,  County  of, 1419 
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Rockwood,  Joseph 1329 

Rocky  Swamp, 29S,  357 

Roe,  Pelar, 656 

Rogers,  Benjamin 823,  824 

Rogers,  Clark, 656,  660,  984 

Rogers,  Daniel 236 

Rogers,  Eleazer 203 

Rogers,  Eliphalet, 975 

Rogers,  Jeremiah  Dummer,      ....       914,  916 

Rogers,  Jesse, 203 

Rogers,  John, 274 

Rogers,  John,  jun., 185 

Rogers,  Nathaniel 274 

Rogers,  Richard, 185 

Rogers,  Samuel 659,  984 

Rogers,  Samuel 913,  916 

Rogers,  Thomas, 185 

Rogers,  Thomas '  .       659,  984,  988 

Rogers,  WUliam 185 

Rolfe,  Jesse, 1041 

Rolfe,  Nathaniel 145 

Root,  Azariah 827,  1237,  1320 

Root,  Eli, 1275,  1394 

Root,  Enoch 1029 

Root,  Jesse, 1460 

Root,  Joseph, 377 

Root,  Moses 1266 

Roper,  Daniel 859 

Ropes,  John, 179 

Ropes,  Nathaniel, 65 

Rose,  Israel, ,    •        •        •    1232 

Ross,  Alexander 295,  354 

Ross  Edward 274 

Ross,  Thomas 915,  917 

Rossiter,  David 371,657,1032 

Rovandie,  Ferdinando 1038 

Rowe, 1300 

Rowe,  Caleb 692,978 

Rowe,  Ephraim, 978 

Rowe,  John 275,  276, 1239,  1453,  1450 

Rowe,  Joseph,    •        .        .  ' 824 

Rowley,  8,  94,  210,  308,  397,  424,  543,  566,  744,  783,  863, 
887,  937,  1083, 1141,  1205,  1400,  1422 
Roxbury,  7,  93,  176,  177,  186,  1S7,  210,  298,  307,  350,  351, 
356,  357,  390,  423,  613,  514,  565,  004,  607,  707, 
715,  743,  782,  796,  808,  830,  862,  S86,  913,  935, 
990, 1010,  1017,  1055,  1056,  1081,  1139,  1203, 
12C0,  1201,  1294,  1356,  1399, 1422, 1450 

Roxbury  Street  (Boston), 557 

Roy,  Samuel 834 

Royal,  Isaac 875,914,916,975 

Royall,  William, 1446 

Royalsborough,    830,  833,  834,  864,  1102,  1157,  1221, 1404, 

1427 

Royalston,    15,  100,  211,  315,  367,  403.  430,  676,  752,  789, 

864,  893,  948, 1101, 1155, 1219, 1395,  1404, 

1427, 1438 

Royalston  Leg, 1395, 1438 


Royce,  Jesse, 

Ruddock,  John, . 

Ruff,  Philip, 

Rugglos,  John,   . 

Rugglcs,  Joseph, 

Ruggles,  Nathaniel, 

Rnggles,  Nathaniel  (Roxbury) 

Ruggles,  Richard, 

Ru'jgloa,  Robert, 

RuggK^s,  Samuel, 


358, 


Ruggles,  Timothy,  60, 64, 133, 912, 015, 906, 


.    1238 
183,  275 
.    1236 
915,  916 
915,  916 
350,  351,  352,  915,  916 
.   1260,  1261 
.       914,  916 
.      358 
1251,  1273,  12S9 
1, 1054, 1050, 1058 
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Russell,  Benjamin,  jnn., 862 

Russell,  Charles, 914, 916 

Russell,  Edward 977 

Russell,  Jam«8,  ....     280,  358,  359, 1239,  1240 

Russell,  James, 983 

Russell,  John 295,  354 

Russell,  Joseph, 362, 1239 

Russell,  Joseph,  jun 1239 

Russell,  Peter, .543 

Russell,  Thomas 1239 

Russia 1006 

Rutland,  14,  52,  100,  207,  211,  265,  266,  273,  314,  389,  403, 

410,  430,  575,  676,  751,  788,  816,  840,  841,  842, 

844,  864,  892,  915,  946,  1056, 1099,  1154,  1218, 

1371, 1372,  1404,  1427 

Rutland  District  (see  Hutchinson  and  Barri),    14,  100, 

211,  314,  389,  403,  410,  593,  676,  677 

S. 

Saco, 1463 

Saco  River,      206,  264,  265,  603,  666.  691,  777,  846, 1178, 

1338 

Sadler,  Abiel 363 

Sage,  AUen, 1236 

Sage,  Allen,  jun., 1238 

Sage,  Selah, 1236 

Sainsbury,  W.  Noel, 380 

St.  Croix 1007,1003 

St.  Domingo 1025 

St.  Eustatia 1317 

St  Georges,  211,  310,  405,  431,  578,  591,  592,  623,  674,  675, 
696,  609,  700,  701,  753,  790,  865,  894,  950, 
1104, 1158,  1222,  1385,  1405,  1428 
St.  George's  River,     .         692,  623,  674,  675,  696,  697,  698 

St.  James's, 283 

Salem,  7,  32,  39,  40,  44,  45,  66,  93,  139,  143, 174, 175, 179, 
180,  188,  190,  191,  210,  259,  207,  2G8,  270,  271, 
272,  307,  324,  325,  309,  387,  396,  409,  424,  401, 
474,  506,  507,  514,  543,  566,  600,  651,  661,  676, 
678,  688,  710,  744,  7S3,  825,  852,  853,  863,  887, 
903,  904,  913,  936,  1056,  1060,  1083,  1124,  1141, 
1191,  1205,  1296,  1344,  1400,  1422 

Salem  Village  (Danvers), 267 

Salisbury,  8,  66, 94, 210, 308, 397, 424,  543,  566, 669, 744, 783, 
803,  887,  937,  1083, 1141, 1205, 1400, 1422, 1452 

Salisbury,  James, 358 

Salisbury,  Samuel 1321 

Salter,  Richard, 353 

Saltonstall,  Richard 913,  916 

Salvages,  The, 149 

Samson,  Simeon, 1317, 1318 

Samson,  Stephen, 1319 

Sanborn,  Daniel, 692, 977, 978 

Sanborn,  David 692,977,978 

Sanborn,  David,  jun 6'.t2,  978 

Sanborn,  Jeremiah 692 

Sanborn,  John, 691,  978 

Sanborn,  Jonathan 692,  977,  978 

Sanborn,  Peter 978 

Sanborn,  Stephen 978 

Sanders,  Thomas 144,  150 

SaudisfieUI,  10,  102,  211,  237,  317,  365,  405,  432,  579,  754, 
790,  865,  894,  951,  1029,  1032,  1106, 
1160,  1223,  1268,  1405,  1428 

Sands,  James, 1337 

Sandwich,  11, 39, 88, 97, 160,  210,  259, 312,  395,  401,  423,  401, 
572,  713,  74S,  7S6,  804,  890,  904,914,  943, 1005. 
1094,  1124,  1150,  1213,  1378,  1379,  1402,  1425 
Sandy  Hill  (Sudbury), U71, 1321 
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Sandy-Neck  Meadow 86,  458, 1121 

Sanford,  13,  99,  211,  313,  402,  429,  574,  750,  787,  8G4,  891, 

945,  1097,  1152,  1177,  1178,  1216, 1334,  1335, 

1336, 1337, 1338, 1403, 1426 

Banford,  Ezra, 656,  657 

Sanford,  Joseph 660 

Sanger,  Zcdekiah 1195 

Saratoga, 841,  842,  843,  844,  845 

Sargeant,  Christopher, 1009,  1010 

Sargeant,  Ezra,  .        .    661,  673,  693,  871,  1383, 1440,  U61 

Sargeant,  Nathan 857 

Sargeant,  Nathaniel  Peasley,    655,  663,  679,  CS2,  10U9, 

1195,  1276 

Sargent,  Charles, 1335 

Sargent,  Daniel, 1373 

Sargent,  John, 91:5,  910, 1005 

Sargent,  Joseph 1043 

Sargent,  Winthrop, 543 

Sartell,  Josiah,  665,  675,  681,  709,  711,  715,  720,  847,  1053, 

Sartine,  Antoine  Raymond  Jean  Gualbert  Gabriel,   1317 

Savage,  Abraham, 710, 913,  91'6 

Savage,  Arthur 915,  917, 1005 

Savage,  Ebenezer, 660 

Sarage,  Habijah,         .        .  274,  11.30,  1239,  1271,  1272 

Savage,  Isaac, 358,  716 

Savage,  John, 274 

Savage,  Samuel  PhilUpa,   .        .        .  846,  1244, 1246,  i:m 

Savell,  Benjamin, 1445 

Savory,  John, 797,  8GJ 

SawmiU-Brook  Bridge, 177 

Sawtell,  Obadiah 1345 

Sawyer,  Benjamin, 272 

Sawyer,  Benjamin, 834 

Sawyer,  Ebenezer  {see  Sayer). 

Sawyer,  George 866 

Sawyer,  John, 978 

Sawyer,  Macajah, 1195 

Sayer,  Ebenezer 509,  522,  527 

Scarlett's  Wharf  (see  ^aracocA's  TF7ior/),       .        .      262 
Scarborough,   15,  90, 101,  206,  211,  218,  219,  265,  315,  .365, 
366,  404,  431,  577,    753,   789,  864,  893, 
949,  1102,  1157,  1220,  1404,  1427 

Scarborough,  Samuel 176 

Scitaate  (see  T/drd   Cliff),  11,  97,  175,  210,  311,  400,  427, 

459,  541,  571,  748,  786,  863,  890,  914,  942,  1092, 

1122,  1149,  1212,  1402,  1425 

ScoUay,  John,  275,  349,  350,  735,  741,  885,  929,  959,  961, 

1016,  1052, 1193,  1239 

Scott,  David, 1232 

Scott,  Ebenezer, 176 

Scott,  Joseph 913,  910, 1005, 1054 

Scott,  Nathaniel 857,  859 

Scott,  Thomas, 859 

Scott,  William 276,  351,  358 

Scott,  William, 718 

Scott,  William, 818 

Scott,  Capt.  WiUiam, 1039 

Scudder,  Nathaniel, 1020 

Seamcns,  Aaron 1321 

Searl,  Isaac 264,  279 

Sears,  Richard 1383,  1384,  1435 

Seaverns,  Elisha 992 

Sebago  Pond 834,  976 

Second  Church  (Ipswich),        ....      533,5.34 

Second  Church  (Kittery), 533 

Sedgwick,  Theodore,       1032, 1195, 1382, 1393, 1435,  1436, 

1440, 1454,  1155 
Beger,  Ebenezer,       .       .  ....     902 
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Seger,  Henry 995 

Seger,  John, 991 

Seger,  Josiah, 992 

Seger,  Nathaniel, 992 

Seger,  Samuel 996 

Seifuidge,  Edward, 716 

Selkrig,  James, 913, 91t! 

Selkrig,  Thomas 913,  9W 

Sfemple,  John 358,  913,  916 

Sample,  Robert 913,  91H 

Separatist  Church  (Boston), 53."' 

Service,  also  Servill  Robert,     .        .        .        358,913,918 

Sesuit  Ilarbor 40,  259,  904 

Sever,  William,    64,  278,  280,  359,  370,  371,  380,  513,  528, 

537,  672,  681,  685,  094,  711,  726,  835, 

839,  845,  857,  985,  1053,  1195,  1273, 

1319, 1356 

Sewall,  David,  6.55,  659,  662,  682,  809,  871,  1195,  1245, 

1270,  1336 

Sewall,  Dummer, 520, 1115 

Sewall,  Jonathan,        .        .        .    913,  916,  966,  1054, 1056 

Sewall,  Joseph, 1135 

Sewall,  Samuel,  .        .       147,  275,  276,  913,  916,  1005 

Sewall,  Samuel, 3S1 

Sewall,  Stephen,      810,  814,  821,  830,  860,  868,  1053,  1058, 

1059,  1195,  1350,  1370 
Sewali's  Point,  .        .        .         663, 664,  714, 715,  710 

Seward,  James, 274 

Sexton,  David,     .        .  835,  847,  854,  1010, 1022, 1034, 1381 

Se.xton,  James,  716 

Seymour,  Timothy 716 

Shakspeare,  William, 361 

Shapleigh,  John, 185 

Sh.apley,  John 660 

Sharman  (.see  Sherman). 

Sharon, 1447, 1448 

Sharp,  Gibbins, 274 

Sharp,  Peter, 236 

Shattuck,  Reuben 12C9 

Shaw,  Ebenezer, 692, 977,  978 

Shaw,  Ebenezer,  jun., 691,  978 

Shaw,  Joshua, 1242 

Shaw,  Josiah, 692,  977,  978,  980 

Shaw,  Nehemiah 1242 

Shaw,  Obed 1242 

Shaw,  Sargent 692,  977,  978 

Shearman  (.see  Sherman). 

Shearlock,  John 1321 

Shed,  John 817 

Shed,  William, 1352, 1353,  1354 

Sheepscut  River,        .        .        ,       227, 277, 329, 370,  562 

Sheffield,  16,  101,  211,  236,  316,  405,  4.32,  469,  578,  754,  790, 

865,  894,  950,  988,  1029,  1032,  1070,  1105, 

1159, 1223, 1235,  1237, 1238, 1252,  1307,  1405, 

1428 

Sheffield,  William, 1330 

Sheffield's  MiU 1328,  1330 

Shelburne,  10,  90,  96, 141,  210,  217,  218,  269,  270,  310,  399, 
426,  542,  570,  746,  785,  863,  889,  940,  957, 
1046, 1047, 1039,  1146,  1210,  1401,  1424 

Sheldon,  Elisha 1236 

Sheldon,  Isaac, 716,  717 

Shelley,  Samuel .    1266 

Shepard,  Alexander, 991 

Shepard,  Alexander,  jun.,         .        •        .       992,  993,  994 

Shepard,  David 1044, 1232,  1234 

Shopard,  Isaac, 68 

Shepard,  Jacob, 975 

Shepard,  John, 976, 144d 
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Shepard,  John, 994 

Shepard,  John, 1267 

Shepard,  Jonathan 992 

Shepard,  Joseph,  jun  , £75 

Shepard,  Levi 999 

Shepard,  William,       .        .        .         1039,  1278,  1279,  1280 

Sheple,  John 205,  234 

Sherborn,      9,  90,  95,  142,  210,  309,  397,  425,  568,  669,  745, 
784,  851,  863,  883,  938, 995, 1086, 1143, 1207, 
1260,  1261,  1400,  1423 
Sherburne  (Nantucket),    13,  46,  90,  99,  119,  120,  211,  30G, 

313,  38S,  395,  402,  410,  429,  574,  750,  788,  86 1, 

892,  946,  1093,  1153,  1217,  1403,  1426 

Sherburne,  Henry 1290 

Sherburne,  Joseph, 350,  351,  352 

Sherburne,  Thomas 275 

Sherman,  Abncr, 1050 

Sherman,  Caleb, 656 

Sherman,  Ebenezer, 1439 

Sherman,  Gershom, 658,  659 

Sherman,  John, 368 

Sherman,  Nathaniel, 853 

Sherman,  Robert 239,  282 

Sherman,  Roger 811, 1013,  1264 

Sherman,  Samuel 656 

Sherman,  Samuel 1049 

Sherman,  Valentine, 239,  282 

Sherman,  William, 1445 

Sherwin,  Jacob,  .        .        .        228, 229, 230, 333, 373 

Sherwin,  Richard 913,  916 

Shewamet,   12,  98,  312,  401,  423,  573,  749,  1095,  1151,  1215, 

1403,  1425 

Shibles,  John 674,  698,  699,  700 

Shilwell  {.see  StiUwell) . 

Shippe,  Nathan, 1046 

Shippe,  Peter, 1046 

Shirley,       9,  95,  210,  309,  398,  425,  508,  745,  784,  803,  888, 

939,  10S7,  1144,  1203,  1299,  1302,  1345,  1401, 

1423 
Shirley,  WiUiam,    149,  506,  854,  1328,  1329,  1349,  1350, 

1351,  1354 

Shiverick,  David 159, 100 

Shiverick,  Nathaniel 663,  713,  1052 

Short,  John, G58 

Shrewsbury,  14,  52,  100,  2;i,  314,  403,  430,  575,  751,  788, 
864,  892,  914,  947,  1099,  1155, 1218, 1404, 
1427 
Shutesbury,  10,  96,  116,  144,  210,  311,  400,  427,  571,  747, 
730,  863,  890,  941, 1091, 1147, 1211, 1402, 
1424 

Sibley,  John, 1393,  1435,  1436 

Sigourney,  Charles 357,  1239 

Silsby,  Daniel 913,  916,  1005 

Silver  Greys 817,843 

Simmes,  John  Cleves, 1013 

Simons,  Benjamin, 1050 

Simons,  Benjamin,  jun., 1050 

Simons,  Joshua, 650 

Simonton,  Jonathan, 834 

Sunpkins,  John,  .        .        .   357,  849,  1130,  1271,  1272 

Simpkins,  William, 275,  351,  352 

Simpson,  Jonathan 913,  916,  1005 

Sunpson,  Joseph,    810,  830, 984, 1032, 1062, 1273, 1279, 1336 

Simpson,  WiUiam 913,  916 

Sinclair,  WilUam 295,  354 

Bingelar  (see  SivcUur). 

Bingletary,  Amos,       519,  660,  810,  844,  845,  848,  861,  975, 

1016,  1047,  1053,  1054, 1238,  1294,  1299,  1322, 

1340,1341,1442,1452 


Pagb 
Sipperwisset  Beach,  Great  and  Little,     .       159, 182,  904 

Skcket  Harbor, 88, 400,  1123 

Skelton'a  Neck, 270 

Skilling,  Joseph, 295,  354 

Skinner,  Francis, 913,  916 

Skull  Meadow 875 

Slack,  Benjamin, 718 

Slack,  Benjamin, 870 

Slack,  Elizabeth, 870 

Slack,  John, 868,  870 

Slack,  Sarah, 870 

Slack,  William, 718 

Slado,  John, 870 

Slaytou,  Reuben,         .        .        .  •      .        .        .        .     1039 

Sleuman,  William, .179 

Sloan,  George,  710,  718,  1029 

Sloan,  George,  jun. 718,  719 

Sloan,  Normaud, 713 

Sloan,  Robert, 713 

Sloan,  Thomas 716 

Sloan,  William, 718 

Slocomb,  Simon 973,  974 

Small,  Samuel 1310 

Smally,  David 674,  699 

Smally,  Joseph, 674,  698,  693 

Smally,  Taler 074,  698,  639 

Smcad,  David 1045 

Smith,  Aaron, 827 

Smith,  Aaron, 807 

Smith,  Aaron,  jun., 870 

Smith,  Abncr, 1030 

Smith,  Abraham, 842 

Smith,  Amos, 1320, 1321 

Smith,  Archibald, 1335 

Smith,  Blodget 928,  1021 

Smith,  Braddyll 530,  540 

Smith,  Charles, 696 

Smith,  Chileab 373 

Smith,  Daniel,    .        . 817 

Smith,  David 867 

Smith,  Edward 1302 

Smith,  Ellas 1419 

Smith,  Elisha, 147 

Smith,  Elisha, 847,  1337 

Smith,  Elisha,  jun  , 1337 

Smith,  Ephraim 1242 

Smith,  Gideon, 986 

Smith,  Henry, 913,  916,  1005 

Smith,  Henry loil 

Smith,  Henry,     ." 1335 

Smith,  Isaac,       .        .        .      275,  287,  359,  302,  1016,  1239 

Smith,  Israel 272 

Smith,  Israel, 1023 

Smith,  James, 844,  845 

Smith,  Jared 12U 

Smith,  J.  E.  A, 1275 

Smith,  Jeremiah 1321 

Smith,  John, 358 

Smith,  John 832 

Smith,  John, 1232,  1233 

Smith,  John 1415 

Smith,  Jonathan 513,  657,  1029,  1032 

Smith,  Jonathan 074,  CJ8,  6:i9 

Smith,  Jonathan, 807 

Smith,  Jonathan,  jun.,- 807 

Smith,  Joseph 1050,  13S8,  U4l 

Smith,  Joshua,    ...  .        .      914,916,1005 

Smith,  Joshua, 1039,  1040,  1303 

Smith,  Josiaji, 1259, 1435, 1436 
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Smith,  Nathan, 075 

Smith,  Nathan, 1205 

Smith,  Nathaniel, 1447 

Smith,  Oliver 358 

Smith,  Oliver 674,  1463 

Smith,  Paschal  N 1239 

Smith,  Richard, 359,  913, 916 

Smith,  Robert, 868 

Smith,  Robert 1251 

Smith,  Samuel, 833 

Smith,  Silvanus, 1039 

Smith,  Simon, 1320,  1321 

Smith,  Solomon, 014, 916 

Smith,  Stephen, 688 

Smith,  Stephen 1242 

Smith,  William 1003 

Smith,  William, 103S 

Smith,  William, 1447 

Smith  i*v:  ^\tkinson, ■     .      358 

Snell,  Ebenezer, 1240 

Snell,  Samuel, 832 

Snelling,  Jonathan 913,  916,  1005 

Snippatuit  Pond 84 

Snow,  Elisha,      .        .  674,  676,  696,  697,  698,  699,  700 

Snow,  Isaac, 145,  830,  1011 

Snow,  Joshua 1355 

Sohier,  Edward, 1239 

Somers,    10,  00,  210,  311,  370,  400,  427,  571,  747,  786,  863, 
890,  942,  1092,  1148,  1211, 1402,  1424 

Sonimer,  William 842 

South  Brimfield,  10,  96,  210,  310, 399,  426,  570,  747, 785, 803, 

889,  941,  1000,  1146,  1210,  1401,  1424 

South  Carolina,  .        .        .  683,  850, 1012,  1240,  1295,  1207 

South  Hadley,  10,  90,  96,  210,  310,  309,  426,  542,  569,  746, 

785,  863,   889,  940,   1042,   1069,   1145, 

1209, 1401, 1424 

South  Kingston, 724 

South  Pond, 502,  075 

South  Shore 5Sj 

Southampton,    10,  06,  210,  310,  399,  420,  569,  746,  735,  863, 

889,  901,  940,  980,  990,  1030, 1037,  1088, 

1145, 1209,  1401,  1424 

Southard,  George 170 

Southborough,  14,  90,  100,  142,  211,  314,  365,  403,  430, 
575,  751,  788,  864,  892,  047,  1039, 1040, 
1099, 1154, 1213, 1303, 1404, 1427 

Southerly  Pond, 204 

Southern,  Joseph, 71 

Southgate,  John, 843 

Southtown, 234, 270 

Southwick,  75,  76,  140,  210  311,  400,  427,  530,  571,  747, 
786,  851,  863,  800,  042,  1043,  1091,  1110, 
1147,  1211,  1266,  1207,  1402,  1421 

Southworth,  Jedcdiah 1343 

Spafford,  Daniel 543 

Spain 347,  1035,  1282,  1316,  1317 

Sparhawk,  John 39,  259,  903 

Spaihawk,  Nathan, 070,  1048, 1371 

Sparhawk,  Nathaniel 1060 

Sparhawk,  Samuel,     .        .         972,1001,1002,1063,1001 

Sparhawk,  Thomas, 1058,  1059 

SpauUling,  Asa,  j\m., 1357,1358 

Spaulding,  Enoch, 1041 

Spaulding,  Jesse, 1357 

Spaulding,  Job, 1357 

Spaulding,  Jonas, 1359,  1300 

Spaulding,  Jonathan, 1357,  1353 

Spaulding,  Simeon 520,837,981 

Spaulding,  Thomas 817 


Page 

Spaulding,  Thomas, 1357 

Spauldiug,  Zcbulou 831, 1357, 1301 

Speaker,  Mr.  {see  £urrill,  Cushing,  Haiicock,  Ilobson, 
Iluhbdrd,  Pickering,  Warren  and  Wliitc). 

Spear,  Jonathan, 674,  098 

Spencer,    14,  100,  211,  314,  403,  429,  575,  751,  788,  SIS, 
864,  892,  946,  1099, 1154,  1218, 1404,  1120 

Spencer,  Charles, 1321 

Spencer,  Eliphory 713 

Spencer,  Joseph, 1004 

Spencer,  Robert  Spencer,  Lord 2S3 

Spencer,  Rufus. 1321 

Spencer,  Thomas, 1320 

Sperry,  Aaron 928,1021 

Sperry,  Nathaniel, 928,1021 

Spink,  Ishmael, CJO 

Spink,  Sbebua, 658,  0.09 

Spinney,  Ebenezer 1S5 

Spinney,  John 1S5 

Spinney,  John,  tertius, 185 

Spooner,  Alden, 802 

Spooner,  George, *13, 9IQ 

Spooner,  John, 275 

Spooner,  Joshua, 1055 

Spooner,  Walter,  184,  270,  273,  277,  280,  356,  357,  371, 
382,  528,  655,  600,  662,  672,  675, 
677,  681,  682,  723,  808,  810,  833, 
975,  983,  1012,  1032,  1033,  1052, 
1053,  1054,  1055,  1063,  1363,  1452 

Spragne,  Bunker, 3.I6 

Spraguc,  David, 656 

Spragne,  Ebenezer 1040 

Sprague,  John, 844 

Spraguc,  John 1330 

Sprague,  Dr.  John,    .        .        .        .        .        .     842, 1105 

Sprague,  Jonathan, 1046 

Sprague,  Joshua, 1321 

Sprague,  Nehemiah, 1040 

Sprague,  Samuel,       .        .      140,  269,  278,  372,  515, 1300 

Sprague,  Thomas 832 

Sprague,  William 1320 

Sprague,  William,  jun 1329 

Spring,  John, 261 

Springfield  {see,  also,  Zo7ig  Meadow),  9,  38,  44,  45,  75, 
96, 133,  147,  148,  210,  310,  335,  336,  337,  338,  330, 
375,  376, 377,  378,  379, 380,  399,  411,  426,  569,  740, 
785,  810,  811,  812,  814,  815,  816,  SIS,  829,  863,  8S3, 
889,  914,  940,  988,  1010,  1012,  1088,  H45,  1200, 
1207,  1203,  1304,  1305,  1401,  1424 

Sprout,  Ebenezer, 143 

Spruce  Creek 173, 185,  461 

Spurr,  Robert, 1053 

Squire,  Daniel, 65Q 

Squire,  Ezekiol, 333 

Squire,  Jesse 056 

Squire,  Reuben 656 

Squire,  Richard, 915, 917 

Staccy,  Caleb, 1033 

Stacey,  Richard 295,  354 

Stackpole,  James 674,  698,  699 

Stackpole,  James, 1011 

Stafford 530 

Stafford,  Joab,       847,  848,  909,  098,  1003, 1032, 1320, 1321 

Stafford,  Jonathan 851 

Stafford,  Samuel 1321 

Stanbridge,  Henry 274 

Standish, 976 

Stanley,  John,  jun., 185 

Stanley,  Samuel 828 
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Stanton,  AmOB, 717,  826 

Stanton,  John, 658,659 

Stanwood,  Joseph 737,824 

Stanyan,  John, 1335 

Staple,  Peter, 834 

Staple,  Samuel 185 

Stark,  John 842,1297 

Starkweather,  Ephralm,  998, 1243,  1280, 1308,  1313, 1345, 

1388 

Starrow,  Joseph 215,269 

State  House  (Philadelphia) 1264 

Statenouse,  Old  (Boston),       .       .     651,808,1256,1298 

State  Street  (Boston), 263,651 

Staton  Island 683 

Station  Tree, 224 

Stearns,  Ebenezer, 1051 

Stearns,  Eleazer 989 

Stoarne,  Josiah,  ....         1419,  1456,  1458,  1459 

Stearns,  Nathaniel 1050 

Stearns,  Simon, 1446 

Stearns,  Stephen 1058 

Stearns,  "William, 1251 

Stebbins,  Jonathan, 379 

Stedman,  Ebenezer 1061, 1062 

Stedman,  John 357 

Steel,  James 1438 

Steel,  Samuel 1433 

Stel,  John 353 

Stephens,  Benjamin 847,  1337 

Stephens,  Timothy 976 

Stephenson,  John 832 

Stephenson,  John, 844 

Stephenson,  John,  jun 69 

Stevens,  Abraham, 1051 

Stevens,  Amos 147 

Stevens,  Asa 1003 

Stevens,  David, 1003 

Stevens,  David, 1335 

Stevens,  Ebenezer, 1279 

Stevens,  Ephraim, 867 

Stevens,  Israel, ■  .        .        .      858 

Stevens,  Jacob 858 

Stevens,  Joel 9S4 

Stevens,  John 295,  354 

Stevens,  Jonas, 983 

Stevens,  Joseph 147,  984 

Stevens,  Martin,  .......    1050 

Stevens,  Moses 1335 

Stevens,  Nathaniel, 1051 

Stevens,  Nathaniel  Gove, 1049 

Stevens,  Samuel, 147 

Stevens,  Thomas 222,  272 

Stevens,  Thomas,        .        .        .        .        .      674, 698, 699 

Stevens,  Timothy, 975 

Stevens,  Valentine 1335 

Stevens,  Wilder 1049 

Stevenson,  Isaac, 181,  182 

Steward,  Daniel 842 

Stewart,  James, 1045,  1270 

Stewart,  John  (see  Garlles). 

Stewart,  William, 1268 

Stickney,  Daniel, 1358 

Stickney,  William,     .        .    261,  277,  663,  710, 1048, 1190 

Stickney,  William, 737,  824 

Stiles,  Enoch 835 

Stiles,  Noah 835 

Stillwater 842 

Stillwell,  Thomas 656 

Btillwill,  Dan 928,  1024 


Pass 

Stlmpson,  Daniel,       ...  .       .       64 

Stimpson,  Jeremy 1436 

Btimpson,  William 1239 

Stimson,  Ephraim 353 

Stimson,  Richard 353 

Stimson,  Stephen, 847,1337 

Stockbridge,  16,  101,  115,  211,  236,  237,  238,  316,  325, 326, 
369,  371,  389,  390,  405,  411,  432, 614,  578, 
740,  754,  790,  826,  828, 829,  865,  894,  951, 
986,  987,  996,  1021,  1029,  1032,  1052, 
1105,  1159,  1223,  1235,  1252,  1275,  1276, 
13S8,  1405,  1428,  1464 

Stockbridge,  David 281,366 

Stockbridge  Indians, 238,1235 

Stockwell,  Benaiah 1050, 1051 

StockwcU,  Eleazer, 1236 

Stockwell,  Ichabod 1236 

Stockwell,  Jabez 797,  860 

Stockwell,  James 1050 

Stoddard,  Anthony, 1445 

Stoddard,  Asa, 276,  350,  351,  352 

Stoddard,  Stephen, 1381 

Stoddard,  Thomas 358 

Stodder,  Asa  {see  Stoddard). 

Stone,  Artemas 832 

Stone,  Benjamin, 1347 

Stone,  David 859 

Stone,  Gideon 1337 

Stone,  Isaac,  810,  841,  848,  850, 1016, 1017, 1053, 1055, 1245, 

1300, 1341 

Stone,  Israel 859 

Stone,  Jesse 859 

Stone,  Jonathan,         .        .        .        854, 855, 856, 858, 859 

Stone,  Jonathan, 859 

Stone,  Josiah,  520,  528,  707,  710,  711,  726,  990, 1010, 1038, 
1047, 1051, 1171,  1262,  1286, 1325 

Stone,  Levi, 797, 860 

Stone,  Moses, 1171, 1325, 1326 

Stone,  Iluth, 859 

Stpne,  Uriah,  jun.,      .......      798 

Stoncham,  9,  95,  210,  309,  398,  425,  568,  746,  784,  863,  888, 
939,  1088,  1145,  1209,  1401,  1423 

Stony  Gutter 75 

Stony  Hill,  .        .        .         203,  337, 338, 377, 379, 380 

Stony  River 177 

Storer,  Ebenezer 261,  357,  U95,  1369 

Storcr,  Joseph 663,  672,  673 

Story,  William,  509,  518,  623,  638,  652,  653,  654,  660,  662, 
663,  672,  688,  699,  700,  709,  723,  1052 
Stoughton,  7,  48,  68-,  69,  93,  116,  144,  210,  224,  307, 334, 335, 
375,  396,  424,  565,  596,  669,  686,  743,  782,  862, 
869,  875,  876,  886,  899,  935,  956,  972,  974,  975, 
976,  1082,  1140,  1204,  1250,  1343,  1346,  1394, 
1399,  1411,  1412,  1422,  1437,  1444,  1445,  1446, 
1447,  1448,  1449,  1450, 1451 

Stoughton,  Samuel, 1275, 1276 

Stoughtonham,     7,  69,  93,  210,  307,  334,  335, 375,  396,  424, 

565,  669,  743, 782,  818, 862, 875, 886, 899, 

935,  956,  972,  973,  974,  976,  1082,  1140, 

1204, 1250, 1343, 1346,  1399, 1411,  1412, 

1422,  1437,  1444,  1447, 1448, 1449,  1450, 

1451 

Stow,  9,  95,  141,  210,  270,  309,  343,  344,  358,  359,  370,  383, 

398,  411,  425,  568,  718,  745,  784,  818,  863, 888, 938, 

1086,  1143,  1170,  1207,  1325, 1400,  1423 

Stow,  Simeon 1050, 1051,  1135 

Stowe,  Edward 913,  916,  1054 

Strait  Pond .        .    49,  69,  70 

Strange,  Lot,  tertius,         .        .  .       .      914, 916 
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etratton,  Isaac, 667,  13837, 1275, 127r. 

Btratton,  Richard 975 

Strceter,  John, 1242 

Streeter,  Samuel 1242 

Strong,  Caleb 687,900,1195,1257 

Strong,  John 989 

Strong,  John 1275 

Strong,  Noah 989 

Strong,  Oziis 717,  826 

Strout,  George 1252 

Strout,  John, 978 

Stront,  Joshna 834 

Bturbrldge,15,52,100,211,314,365,366,403,430,495,576,751, 
789,  864,  893,  947,  1100, 1155,  1219,  1404,  1427 

Sturdivant,  Joslah 284 

Sturdivant,  Moses 284 

Sudbury,     9,  95,  210,  309,  397,  425,  668,  745,  784,  863,  888, 

938,  1086, 1143,  1170,  1171,  1207,  1260,  1^3, 

1324, 1325, 1326, 1327,  1328,  14O0,  1423 

Suffleld,    10,75,96,210,311,400,  427,  571,  747,  786,  863, 

890;  942, 1092,  1148,  1211,  1266,  1402,  1424 

Suffolk,  Oonnty  of,  7, 17,  44,  45,  65,  93,  103,  116,  177,  210, 

224,  225,  246,  262,  272,  273,  275,  282, 

302,  307,  318,  350,  351,  396,  406,  423, 

424.  432,  439,  455,  450,  465,  487,  490, 

511,  513,  515,  517,  526,  531,  555,  565, 

666,  579,  588,  593,  504,  598,  651,  652, 

663,  064,  675,  077,  678,  079,  6S5,  712, 

715,  722,  723,  724,  743,  755,  705,  775, 

782,  783,  791,  804,  848,  861,  8^,  865, 

870,  871,  875,  886,  887,  895,  913,  935, 

936,  952,  956,  1005,  1007,  1027,  1028, 

1055,  1056,  1081,  1082,  1198,  1115, 

1135,  1 139,  1140,  1101,  1203,  1204, 

1225,  1241,  1249,  1261,  1284,  1296, 

1297,  1298,  1342,  1343,  1344,  1345, 

1376,  1377,  1380,  1381,  1382,  1399, 

1405, 1411,  1419,  1422,  1429 

Baffolk,  Henry  Howard,  Earl  of 283 

SuUivan,  James,  514,  627,  530,  538,  543,  544,  652,  665,  672, 
682,  694,  695,  707,  708,  709,  710,  726, 
822,  871,  1009, 1011,  1025,  1026,  1032, 
1033,  1048,  1052,  1054,  1195,  1276 

Sumner,  Ebenezer, 674, 1394, 1437 

Sumner,  George 1394, 1437 

Sumner,  Increase,  723,  809,  814,  815,  817,  838,  847,  999, 
1012,  1016,  1020,  1026,  1032,  1034, 
1047,  1048,  1053,  1054,  1246 

Sumner,  John, 975 

Sumner,  Nathaniel,  .   •   .    1394,  1437, 1448, 1449 

Sumner,  Samuel 350,  351,  352 

Sumner,  Seth 1303,  1304 

Sunderland,  10,  96,  210,  310,  327,  328,  365,  3G9,  370,  399, 

426,  514,  570,  747,  785,  863,  889,  914,  940, 

1089, 1146, 1210, 1401,  1424 

Sutton,  14,  52,  89, 99, 199,  211,  314,  403,  429,  575,  751,  788, 

796,  797,  798,  816,  837,  838,  814,  845,  854,  855, 

856,  857,  858,  859,  860,  864,  892,  899,  946,  955, 

1098,  1154,  1177,  1218,  1334,  1403,  1426,  1452 

Swainson,  Robert 1337 

Swallow,  Jonathan, 1355 

Swan,  James 1027 

Swan,  Jonathan, 543,  1010 

Swan,  Samuel 1071 

Swan  Island 227 

Swan  Pond, 777,  846,  1178,  1338 

Swanzey,  5,  12,  53,  89,  98,  171,  211,  306,  312,  395,  401, 428, 
530,  573,  749,  787,  804,  891,  944,  1095,  1151, 
1215, 1403, 1425 
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Sweat,  Moses, 847,1337 

Sweet,  David 655 

Sweet,  Francis 656,658,659,984 

Sweet,  Henry, 658, 659 

Sweet,  Pelcg 658,  059 

Sweet,  Robert, 658,  659,  984 

Sweeting,  Lewis 667 

Sweetzer,  Henry  Phillips 1239 

Sweetzer,  John,  jun 1071, 1239 

Swctt,  John  Bernard 1195 

Swift,  Ebenezer, 717,  827 

Swift,  Job, 1445,1447 

Swift,  Moses 370 

Swift  River 155, 181,  182 

Sylvester,  William 831 

Sylvestertown,    .        .        864,  1103, 1157, 1221, 1404, 1427 

Symmcs,  William, 1419 

Symonds,  David 358,  359 

Symonds,  John, 841 

T. 

Taconic   (or  Tauconnuck)   Mountain,  1069,  1070,  1235, 

1236,  1237,  1233 
Taggard  {see  Taggart). 

Taggart,  Nathaniel, 1393 

Tailer,  William  (see  Taylor). 

Talbot,  George,  ....  .        .  1445, 1446 

Talbot,  Peter 1437,  1448 

Talbot,  William  Talbot,  Earl   {Lord  Steward  of 

the  Household), 283 

TarboU,  Cornelius, 267 

Tarbox,  Eleazer,         .......     1011 

Tarpaulin-Cove  Island,      .        .     86,461,1124,1127,1270 

Tarrytown 986 

Tatman,  Jabez 854,  857 

Tatman,  John, 857 

Taunton,  12,  44,  45,  63,  65,  66,  67,  98,  140,  211,  296,  306, 
312,  364,  381,  401,  428,  573,  687,  749,  787, 
816,  804,  891, 914,  944,  1056, 1095, 1151, 1214, 
1403,  1425 

Taunton  Great  River, 140, 381 

Taylor,  Benjamin 1029 

Taylor,  Eldad 76,  658 

Taylor,  Enos 1046 

Taylor,  Ezra, 1385 

Taylor,  John,  184,  261,  279,  370,  518,  592,  662,  663,  675, 
687,  698,  701,  707,  721,  723,  810,  812, 
850,  868,  869 

Taylor,  John, 274 

Taylor,  John 1242 

Taylor,  Joseph, 847 

Taylor,  Joseph, 913,  916 

Taylor,  Lemuel 1046 

Taylor,  Nathaniel, 913,916 

Taylor,  Nathaniel,  Jan., 1357 

Taylor,  Othniel, 1046 

Taylor,  Samuel 759,  760,  837 

Taylor,  Samuel, 1046,  1047 

Taylor,  William,         .        .         205,  234,  263,  264,  27!t,  381 

Taylor,  William, 913, 916 

Taylor,  William 1115 

Tebets,  Moses, 1335 

Temple,  Benjamin 1351 

Temple,  Hananiab 1049 

Temple,  John 65 

Temple,  Richard, 135] 

Tcrapleton,    15,  100,  211,  315,  403,  430,  576,  752,  789,  864, 

893,  948,  1101,  1155,  1219,  1404,  1427 

Teney,  Samuel 834 
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Tennent,  Joshua,        . 674 

Tenney,  Thomas, 132S 

Ten  Thousand  Acres,  The 1047,  1048 

Terree,  Zebedee, 914, 916 

Tewksbury,   9,  90,  95,  210,  309,  365,  366,  39S.  426,  569, 

746,  784,   863,  888,  939,  989,  1087,  1144, 

1208, 1353,  1401,  1423 

Thames  River 380 

Thatcher,  David, 836,  1037,  1378 

Thatcher,  Samuel,  654,  607,  707,  843,  844, 1062,  1270, 1281, 

1381 
Thatcher's  Island,      .        .         137, 149,  150,  151, 152,  170 

Thatcher's  Island  Ledge, 149 

Thaxter,  Joseph, 70 

Thaxter,  Joseph,  jun 1025, 1299 

Thaxter,  Samuel,        .         205,  234,  264,  273,  279,  348,  354 

Thayer,  Arodi 913,  916, 1005 

Thayer,  Asa, 989 

Thayer,  Asahel 1047 

Thayer,  Cornelius 275 

Thayer,  Ebenezer,  jun..  183, 276, 280, 366,  509, 675, 975, 1447 

Thayer,  Ellas, 989 

Thayer,  Ichabod,  jun., 1331,  1387 

Thayer,  Jonathan 273,  274 

Thayer,  Micah 1177,  1334 

Thayer,  Reuben 844 

Thayer,  Timothy, 989 

Thayer,  William, 1387 

Thcpault,  William, 1038 

Third  Church  (Ipswich) 533 

Third  Cliff  (Scituate) 175,  459,  1122 

Thomas,  Benjamin 1016,  1345 

Thomas,  Eben 1011 

Thomas,  Ellas 274 

Thomas,  Ezekiel, 832 

Thomas,  Israel 658,  659 

Thomas,  John, 716,  1319, 1320 

Thomas,  Nathaniel  Ray,    .        .     914,  916,  966,  1054,  1056 

Thomas,  Nehemiah 720,  1016 

Thomas,  Richard 1011 

Thomas,  Thomas 824 

Thomas,  Waterman 592,  624,  697 

Thomaston,  623,  024,  676,  753,  790,  830.  865,  894,  950, 
1001,  1104,  1158,  1221,  1310,  1311,  1389, 
1405, 1427, 1443,  1462,  1463 

Thompson,  James 275 

Thompson,  James 1324, 1326 

Thompson,  John, 1335 

Thompson,  Joseph, 1335 

Thompson,  Phinchas,         .        .        .        .        •        .    1335 
Thompson,'  Samuel,    .509,  510,  518,  519,  522,  530,  704,  1011 

Thompson,  Thomas, 692,  978 

Thompson,  William 694,  699,  1463 

Thomson,  Ch-irles 1025 

Thomson,  Ichabod 1046 

Thomson,  Jacob 273 

Thomson,  Samuel, 983 

Thomson,  William, 281 

Thorn,  Bartholomew, 977,  978 

Thorne,  Israel, 977,  978 

Three  Miles  Additional  Grant,         .        .       123,  125,  146 
Thurston,  Daniel,    261,  264,  411,  1024,  1034,  1035,  1048, 

1331,  1379 

Thurston,  Paul 798 

Thwing,  John 832 

Thwing,  John 1329 

Thwing,  John,  jun 832 

Thwing,  Nathaniel, 1022,  1023,  1331 

Ticonderoga,       .       .        .       080, 681, 636, 700,  705.  1028 


Pass 

Tiffany,  Humphrey, 1321 

Tilden,  Israel,     .        .        .     239,  282,  914,  916, 1054,  1056 

Tilden,  John,  jun 239,  282 

Tileston,  John 1271 

Tiley,  William 716 

Tippots,  John,  jun 920,1010 

Tirrell,  Gideon 374 

Tisbury,    13,  46,  88,  89,  99,  211,  313,  402,  429,  461,  574, 

C91,  750,  788,  864,  892,  945,  1097,  1124,  1153, 

1217,  1403,  1426 

Tisdale,  Henry, 914,  916 

Titcomb,  Benjamin,     515,  603,  604,  691,  692,  979,  980,  982 
Titcomb,  Jonathan,    .       1024, 1034, 1042, 1238, 1286,  J381 

Tittle,  John 295,  354 

Titus,  Simeon, 832 

Tobe,  Nathaniel 827 

Tobey,  Samuel 1011,  1306, 1335, 1381 

Todd,  Eliel 412,996 

Todd,  Robert,  843 

Todd,  Samuel 998 

Tolman,  Isaiah 674,  698,  699, 1463 

Tolman,  Isaiah,  jun.,         ....     674,  698, 1463 
Tolman,  John,    .        .       1411,  1412,  1448,  1449,  1450, 1451 

Tolman,  Timothy, 1445 

Tomlinson,  Abijah,    ....  .       .      827 

Tompson,  John,  .        .        .        977, 978, 979, 980, 981 

Topham,  "  Captain," 683 

Topliff,  Samue.,  ....       S50, 351, 352 

Toppan,  Amos, 824 

Topsfleld,    8,  94,  210,  271,  285,  286,  308,  397,  424,  566,  744, 

783,   863,  887,  937,  1084,   1141,  1205,  1400, 

1422 
Topsham,    16,  101,  211,  316,  405,  431,  514,  577,  753,  790, 
8G4,  894,  949,  1103, 1157, 1221,  1404,  1428 

Torrey,  Stephen 1387 

Totherly,  John 185 

Town,  Ephraim, .    1051 

Town,  John, 1384 

Town,  Samuel, 1051 

Town,  Silas 1050 

Town,  William 272 

Town  Mills  (Bridgewater), 83 

Towner,  William 1321 

Townley,  John 716,  717 

Townsend  (Boothbay) 600,  688 

Townsend,  Amasa 656,  658,  659 

Townsend,  Amasa,  jun.,   ....       6.59,  984,  988 

Townsend,  Gregory 913,  916, 1005 

Townsend,  Martin 656 

Townsend,  Martin,  jun.,    ....  984,  988 

Townsend,  Penn 381 

Townsend,  Shippee 274 

Townsend,  William  Blair,        ....      212,  358 
Townshend,    9,  90,  95,  205,  210,  204,  309,  366,  398,  425, 
568,    745,   784,   863,  888,  914,  939,  1087, 
1144, 1208,  1401,  1423 

Tracey,  Patrick 149 

Tracy,  Nathaniel 1195 

Trap-hole  Brook 1437 

Trask,  Samuel 797,  860 

Trask,  Samuel,  jun., 860 

Treat,  Richard 656 

Tree's  Grant, 988 

Tremain,  Simeon, 1021 

Trescott,  Samuel 1237 

Trevet,  Richard,         .  ' 688 

Trippe,  Benjamin, 847, 1337 

Trout  Brook, 1444 

Troutbeck,  John,        .        .        .       298,357,913,916,1005 
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Trowbridge,  Bdmnnd, 1061 

TruU,  David 867 

TrumbuU,  Jonathan,         685, 1018, 1264, 1265, 1338, 1439, 

1453, 1459, 1460 

Trumbull,  Obedience, 716 

Trumbull,  Richard 1239 

Truro,  12,  86,  87,  98,  211,  312,  367,  395,  401,  428,  458,  459, 
572,  749,  787,  864,  891,  943,  1094,  1120,  1122, 
1150, 1214, 1402, 1425 

TruBdill,  Jonathan 1003 

Tryon,  "WilUam 186 

Tucker,  Samuel, 1247 

Tuckerman,  John 1246, 1247 

Tudor,  John, 275,276,349,350 

Tudor,  John 1061 

Tudor,  "William,       871, 1231, 1239, 1247, 1264, 1286, 1332, 

1338, 1340,  1369,  1439 

Tuel,  Benjamin 1049,  1051 

Tufft,  John 353 

Tufft,  John,  Jun 353 

Tufts,  Cotton, 1195 

Tufts,  Simon 144, 184,  272,  273,  366 

Tufts,  Simon 913,  916 

Tullar,  John 1236 

Tupper,  Benjamin, 1247, 1278, 1375 

Tupper,  Eldad 914,916 

Tupper,  Mayhew, 1445 

Tupper,  Thomas 1445 

Tupper,  William 532 

Turkey  Hills 205,234,279 

Turner,  Abiel 994 

Turner,  Charles, 1341 

Turner,  Hezekiah, 716 

Turner,  Israel, 1059 

Turner,  John,  513,  667,  696,  709,  726,  81G,  829,  1105,  KV.'U, 

1343,  1345 

Turner,  John 1239 

Turner,  Mercy 1231 

Turner,  Philip 1231 

Turner,  Stephen, 716 

Turtle  Pond, 335, 379 

Tweed  (The  ship) 139 

Twitchel,  Joseph, 142 

Tyler,  Andrew 275 

Tyler,  Andrew, 276 

Tyler,  Elijah, 989 

Tyler,  James 986 

Tyler,  Jesse 920, 1010 

Tyler,  John 1331,1387,1442 

Tyler,  Joseph, 274 

Tyler,  Miriaro,    ....        276,349,350,351,352 

Tyler,  Nathan 982, 1010, 1052, 1310 

Tyler,  Nathan,    .        .        .       .        .        .       .        .989 

Tyler,  Nathan, 1329 

Tyler,  Nathaniel 920, 1010 

Tyler,  RoyaU 57,277,844 

Tyler,  Royall 181 

Tyler,  Royall 218,219 

Tyler,  Stephen 989 

Tyler,  William  Clark 181 

Tyng,  Eleazer 837 

Tyng,  John, 308, 1041 

Tyng,  William, 366,915,917 

Tyption,  John, .832 

Tyringham,    16, 102,  211,  316,  405,  432,  578,  635,  740,  754, 

790,  865,  894,  951,  1032,  1106,  1159,  1223, 

1388,  1405,  1428,  1435 
Tyringham  Equivalent  (Loudon),  .        .        211,  2C7,  316 


V. 

Paqb 
United  American  States  (see  United  States) . 
United  Colonies,  or  United  American  Colonies,  436,  437, 
445,  446,  450,  452,  463,  464,  472,  473,  474,  476, 
477,  479,  480,  482,  483,  484,  495,  497,  503,  504, 
516,  520,  521,  523,  524,  525,  527,  528,  530,  531, 
532,  537,  543,  544,  548,  612,  639,  651,  652,  094, 
695,  702,  703,  708^  710,  722,  770,  1009,  1412, 
1413 
United  States,  or  United  States  of  America,  558,  561, 
583,  588,  589,  591,  596,  598,  600,  601,  608,  612, 
013,  614,  615,  622,  624,  626,  627,  628,  630,  631, 
634,  636,  639,  640,  644,  647,  648,  649,  650,  652, 
655,  664,  669,  678,  679,  682,  683,  684,  680,  693, 
695,  705,  706,  711,  712,  721,  722,  725,  726,  732, 
734,  736,  739,  758,  769,  770,  771,  772,  794,  S06, 
807,  809,  810,  814,  818,  825,  836,  839,  840,  842, 
843,  844,  84S,  849,  850,  877,  898,  912,  915,  917, 
918,  919,  923, 931,  960,  967,  968,  969,  970,  971, 
983,  984,  987,  995,  1000,  1004,  lOOG,  1007, 
1008,  1009,  1015,  1016,  1026,  1028,  1033,  1034, 
1035,  1053,  1054,  1073,  1074,  1075,  1077,  1110, 
1112,  1113,  1114,  1163,  llGo,  IIGG,  1173,  1174, 
1178,  1180,  1183,  1197,  1200,  1227,  1229,  1230, 
1237,  1243,  1246,  1248,  1249,  1254,  1255,  1256, 
1261,  1262,  1263,  1264,  12G5,  1266,  1273,  1277, 
1278,  1280,  1281,  1282,  1289,  1294,  1235,  1297, 
1305,  1307,  1311,  1212,  1313,  1315,  1310,  1317, 
1324, 1332,  1333,  1338,  1339,  1341,  1343,  1370, 
1371, 1372,  1374,  1375,  1376,  1379,  1380,  1395, 
1396,  1398,  1406,  1408,  1409,  1413,  1415,  1430, 
1432.  1433,  1440,  1441,  1452,  1455,  1401 

Upham,  Abijah,  .  334 

Upham,  Joshua, 913,  916,  1005 

Upham,  Josiah, 867 

Upham,  William,  jun. 992 

Upper  Housatonic ■        .      411 

Upper  Sheffield  (Great  Barrington),        .        .        .      280 

Upper  Wharf  (Springfield) 335,379 

Upton,  14,  90,  100,  142,  199,  211,  314,  367,  368,  403,  430, 
576,  751,  789,  864,  893,  947,  1100,  1155,  1172, 
1219, 1329,  1330,  1331,  1404,  1427 

Usher,  William 1011 

Uxbridge,  14,  52,  89,  100,  128,  129, 198,  199,  200,  211,  261, 
262,  314,  395,  403,  412,  430,  520,  575,  751, 
788,  816,  844,  864,  892,  947, 1100, 1155, 1219, 
1404, 1427 

V. 

Van  Deusen,  Matthew 717,  825 

Vandusen  (see  Van  Deusen) . 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas, 1264 

Van  Rensselaer,  Henry  J 1435 

Van  Rensselaer,  Robert 1435 

Vane,  Melatiah, 975 

Varney,  Francis 1337 

Vassalborough,    135,  136,  211,  316,  405,  431,  530,  577,  753, 

790,  864,  894,  949,  1104,  1158,  1222, 

1405, 1428 

Vassall,  John, 913,  916,  1054, 1056 

Vassall,  William 913,916 

Vaughan,  David, 656, 984 

Vaughan,  Joseph, 988 

Vaughan,  Wilmot  (see  Lisbume). 

Vergennes,  Charles  Gravier,  Count,        .       .        .    1317 

Vermont, 1232 

Vernon,  Fortesque 275 

Veruon,  WilUam 1260 

Vernor,  James 1259 
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Verry,  John, 222,272 

VerstUle,  Peter, 358 

Vinal,  JoBiah 975 

Vining,  Benjamin, 834 

Virginia,     679,  681,  850, 1008,  1012,  1019, 1249,  1258,  1264, 

1295,  1297,  1379 

Vornomum,  Luke ■     .       .      656 

Vose,  Daniel 508, 1035 

Vose,  Joseph,      . 1039 

Vose,  Beth 674 

Vose,  Spencer 1246,1247 

Wade,  Nathaniel, 1297 

Wadsworth,  Benjamin, 140 

Wadsworth,  Christopher, 334 

Wadsworth,  James 1257 

Wadsworth,  Jeremiah 1461 

Wadsworth,  Peleg 1010, 1377 

Wains,  William 358 

Wainwright  Farm 536 

Wait,  Elijah, 125 

Wait,  John 125 

Wait,  William, 656 

Waite,  John 515, 1115 

Walch,  David 674,  699 

Waldo,  Benjamin 1239,  1240 

Waldo,  Daniel 187,275,358 

Waldo,  Francis 915,  917, 1001 

Waldo,  John, 995 

Waldo,  Samuel,  ....      352,  353,  699,  1001 

Waldo,  Thomas, 275 

Waldoborough,  293,  294,  431,  530,  577,  592,  675,  753,  790, 
864,  894,  950,  1104,  1158, 1222,  1404, 
1428 

Waldron,  Thomas 88,461,1124 

Wales,  Ebenezer,  720,  983,  988,  1010,  1011,  1016,  1048, 
1238,  1243,  1247,  1201,  1271,  1279, 
1282,  1291,  1306,  1308,  1311,  1332, 
1363,  1360.  1383,  1397.  1436,  1456 

Wales,  Jonathan 989 

Wales,  Nathaniel, 669 

Walker,  Adam 914,  916 

Walker,  Benjamin 914,  916 

Walker,  Charles 1321 

Walker,  Elnathan,     .        .  261, 262,  268,  272,  273,  370,  375 

Walker,  Gideon, 914, 916 

Walker,  John,    ...         38,  716,  717,  914,  916,  1054 

Walker,  Micah, 362,  363 

Walker,  Solomon 1023,  1286 

Walker,  Stephen, 1242 

Walker,  Thomas 1246 

Walker,  Timothy,      .        .        .        .        .        .       658,  659 

Walker,  William,       ....  987, 1029,  1032,  1438 

Walker,  Zera, .       914, 9le 

Walley,  Thomas,  1231,  1247,  1249,  1255,  1281,  1296,  1314, 
1315, 1332,  1341, 1369, 1381,  1439,  1440 

Wallis,  James 854,  855,  856 

Wallis,  John 1269 

Walnut  Hill 1047 

Walpole,  7,  93,  210,  307,  396,  424,  565,  869,  743,  782,  863, 
875,  886,  899,  936,  956,  972,  973.  974,  976, 
1082,  1140,  1204,  1250,  1343,  1346,  1399,  1411, 
1422, 1444, 1445,  1447 

Walpole  Corner, 875,973,974 

Walter,  William, 913,  gie,  1005 

Waltham,    9.  9o,  210,  309,  398,  425,  568,  715,  745,  784,  863, 

888,  938.  1086,  1143,  1207,  1400,  1423 

Walworth,  Amos 1269 


Pass 

Walworth,  James, 1269 

Walworth,  Joshua 1269 

Walworth,  William 1269 

Ward,  796,  797,  798,  799,  860, 864,  899,  955, 956, 1040, 1101, 
1156,  1220,  1250,  1251,  1404, 1427 
Ward,  Artemas,  63,  140,  261,  264,  266,  273,  274,  278,  279, 
281,  356,  374,  381,  411,  512,  513,  651, 
668,  685,  723,  810,  838,  839,  855,  858, 
859,  987,  1016, 1047,  1053, 1054,  1055, 
1273,  1337,  1340,  1369,  1439 

Ward,  Benjamin 870 

Ward,  Ebenezer,  jun,, 179, 190 

Ward,  Edward, 1051 

Ward,  Ezra 1039 

Ward,  Qershom .        .    1046 

Ward,  Henry 669 

Ward,  Ichabod 71 

Ward,  Jabez, 1029 

Ward,  Jonathan 1046,  1047 

Ward,  Joseph 993,  994 

Ward,  Josiah, 1046 

Ward,  Mehellol 870 

Ward,  Nahum 1046 

Ward,  Samuel,  861, 1010, 1026,  1240,  1295, 1381, 1461 

Ward,  Samuel, 870 

Ward,  William .        .  1003, 1241 

Wardborough 860 

Warden,  James, 275 

Warden,  William 913,  916 

Ware,         10,  96, 133,  134,  210,  310,  399,  427,  530,  570,  747, 
■  785,  863,  8S9,  941, 1091,  1147, 1211,  1402, 
1424 

Ware,  Ephraim, 870 

Ware,  Josiah 867 

Ware,  Melatiah, 976 

Ware,  Samuel 870 

Ware,  Samuel,  jun., 870 

Ware  River 133, 134, 148 

Wareham,  11,  88,  97,  210,  311,  366,  368,  400,  428,  461,  572, 
748,  786,  863,  890,  943,  1093,  1124,  1149, 
1213,  1297,  1402,  1425 

Warland,  Owen, 1061 

Warner,  Caleb, 287 

Warner,  Downing, 125 

Warner,  Jonathan 125,  847 

Warner,  Joshua, 125 

Warner,  Zachariah 338 

Warner,"  Zachariah,  jun 338 

Warner's  Mills,  or  MiU-dam,    .        .    31,32,257,286,287 
Warren,  578,  591,  592,  623,  676,  697,  698,  699,  700,  701,  753, 
790,  864,  894,   950,   1104,   1158,    1222,   1405, 
1428 

Warren,  Benjamin, 179 

Warren,  Ephraim 1302 

Warren,  Ephraim,  jun 1302 

Warrsn,  James  {Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives), 356,  365,  412,  509,  513,  517,  522,  537,  541, 
652,  66J,  661,  663,  664,  665,  668,  677, 
678,  679,  681,  682,  685,  687,  691,  693, 
694,  704,  707,  710,  711,  712,  714,  715, 
720,  721,  724,  725,  726,  813,  814,  816, 
821,  828,  829,  839, 985,  993, 1004, 1008, 
1195, 1244, 1247, 1248, 1311, 1314, 1319, 
1320, 1323, 1344,  1370, 1371, 1434, 1439, 
1455 

Warren,  John 715,716,1294 

Warren,  John,  1321 

Warren,  Mather, 125,  12€ 

Warren,  Stephen, 1320 
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Warron,  Thomas,  -  .  .        .      125, 126 

Warren,  "  "Widow," 125, 126 

Warren,  William 125, 126 

Warwick,  10,  96,  210,  310,  399,  427,  570,  747,  785,  863, 
889,  941,  962,  963,  1049,  1050,  1051,  1091, 
1147, 1211,  1402,  1424 

Washburn,  Abraham, 1381 

Washburn  Ebenezer,         .        .        .661, 839, 1012, 1045 

Washburn,  Joseph, 1046 

Washburn,  Beth,    681,  830,  1005,  1030,  1045,  1053,  1054, 

1063,  1135,  1246,  1280,  1319,  1332, 

1343,  1345,  1375,  1387 

Washington,  635,  636,  739,  740,  754,  791,  826,  865,  895,  951, 

1029,  1032,  1106,  1160,  1224,  1387,  1393, 

1405,  1428,  1443,  1464 

Washington  (Stoughtonham),  ....    1448 

Washington,  Fort, 683,  684,  791 

Washington,  George,    651,  652,  678,  681,  686,  701,  702, 
703,   704,   1247,    1265,   1279, 
1284,  1285,  1304,  1374,  1377, 
1448 
Wason,  David   (see  Watson,  David). 

Wasson,  Stephen, 834 

Waterhouse,  Benjamin, 1370 

Waterhouse,  Samuel 913,  916, 1056 

Waters,  Abraham, 860 

Waters,  Ebenezer, 1381 

Waters,  Josiah, 275 

Waters,  Josiah,  jun 1239 

Waters,  Richard, 860 

Waters,  Stephen, 860 

Waters's  Bridge 221,  272 

Waters's  River, 221,  222,  271,  272 

Watertown,  8,  94,  151,  167,  168,  183,  210,  308,  397,  415, 
423,  425,  440,  442,  463,  467,  471,  505,  507, 
512,  516,  518,  524,  530,  531,  536,  547,  558, 
567.  651,  657,  659,  665,  669,  673,  675,  676, 
696,  704,  706,  707,  715,  720,  745,  783,  826, 
853,  863,  887,  905,  937,  978,  991,  995,  1058, 
1060,  1085,  1142,  1206,  1260,  1400,  1423, 
1440, 1461 

Watkins,  John, 1046 

Watkins,  Nathaniel 1039 

Watson,  Abraham,    508,  540,  541,  660,  663,  681,  707, 1061, 

1062 

Watson,  David 674,  699, 1463 

Watson,  John 718 

Watson,  Johnson 797,  857,  860 

Watson,  Samuel .716 

Watson,  William 1115, 1320 

Watson's  Point, 592,  675 

Watts,  Nicholas 1050 

Watts,  Samuel,  .        .        .        1057,  1349,  1350, 1352,  1446 

Waugh,  Robert 147 

Weare,  Meshech 816,  1373, 1374,  1453 

Webb,  Barnabas, 1271 

Webb,  John 274 

Webb,  Jonathan 179,190 

Webb,  Nehemiah, 914,916,1005 

Webb,  Samuel 179,190 

Webb,  W 274 

Webb,  William 1445 

Webber,  Benjamin 920, 1010 

Webber,  Ebenezer 1232^ 

Webber,  Ellsha, 920, 1010 

Webber,  Ezekiel 1337 

Webber,  John 1232 

Webber,  Jonathan  Hart 1232 

Webber,  Nathaniel, 920,1010 


Page 

Webber,  Samuel 920,  1010 

Webber,  William .     920, 1009 

Webster,  Jonathan,    .      383,  411,  509,  510,  830,  1280, 1381 

Webster,  William 983 

Weed,  James 674,699 

Weeks,  John, 185 

Weeks,  Joseph 984 

Weeks,  Nicholas,  jun., 185 

Weeks,  Richard, 1050 

Weeks,  Samuel, 185 

Weeks,  Samuel 1050 

Weilds,  J.cob, 836 

Weld,  Ebenezer, 176 

Weld,  Eleazer, 176,187 

Weld,  Joseph 176, 

Weld,  Nathaniel 1"6 

Weld,  Thomas 176 

Welden,  Peter 1321 

Welles,  Arnold,  ....        275,288,349,350 

Welles,  Samuel 275,  276,  870 

Wellesley, 866 

Wellfleet,    12,  89,  98, 171, 172,  184,  210,  312,  365,  3C7,  335, 

401,428,461,514,  572,  667,  749,   787,  851, 

864,  891,  943,  1094,  1095,  1124,   1150,  1214, 

1383,  1402,  1425 

Wells,  13,  87,  98,  211,  313,  402,  429,  459,  573,  750,  777,  787, 

846,  864,  891,  945,  1096,  1122,   1152,  1177,  1216, 

1338,  1403, 1426 

Wells  Harbor, 87,  459,  1122 

Wells,  David '      .        .469 

Wells,  John, 209,270 

Wells,  Joflhua, 1209 

Wells,  Ner, 1269 

Wells,  Samuel, 854 

Welsh,  Elizabeth.       .        .        .        .        .        .        .     1027 

M'^elsh  Johr, 12S9 

Welsh,  M:ichael 994 

Welsh,  Thomas 1239 

Wendell,  Oliver,  538,  660,  661,  662,  663,  664,  665,  669,  720, 

723,  812,  814,  815,  830,  860, 983, 1071, 

1245,  1364,  1367,  1419,  1458,  1459 

Wenham,  5,  8,90,  94,  175,  210,  271,  308,  365,  367,  397,  424, 

459,  543,  567,   744,  783,   863,  887,   937,  1084, 

1122,  1142,  1206,  1400,  1423 

Wentworth,  Charles, 1445 


Wentworth,  Joshua 1257 

Wentworth,  William, 1005 

Wesson,  James 1039,  1278 

West,  Abner, 717 

West,  Benjamin, 179 

West,  Daniel, 717, 826 

West,  Eleazer 717,  820 

West,  Elijah 717,  826 

West,  Elisha 239,  717,  826 

West,  John, 1040 

West,  Jonathan, 239,  717,  827 

West,  Oliver 717,  826 

West,  Pelatiah, 239,  469,  717,  826 

West,  Prince 826,  829 

West,  Samuel, 869,  1195 

West,  Thomas, 543 

West-Brook  Bridge 123 

West  India  Islands  (English), 21,77 

West  Indies,  284,  584,  585,  643,  649,  839,  840,  1007,  1008, 

1027 

West  Point 1283,  1284,  1285,  1304 

West  Pond 592,  675 

West  River  (Uxbridge) 199 
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West  Springfield,  355,  336,337,3S0,  400,  411,  427,  571,  746, 
735,  8133,  889,  940,  1021,  1022,  1088, 
1145,  1209,  1401,  1424 
West  Stockbridge,  325,  326.  369,  389,  390,  432,  514,  578, 
754,  791,  865,  895,  951,  1032,  1106, 
1160,  1224,  1405,  1428 
Westborongh,  14,  52,  100,  211,  314,  403,  4.10,  575,  751,  788, 
816,  864, 892,  947,  1099, 1155, 1218,  1260, 
1261,  1404,  1427 

We&tcott,  James, 1321,  1322 

Westcott,  Oliver 1321 

"Western,  15, 100,  133,  211,  314,  365,  367,  403.430.  576,  752, 
789,  864,  893,  047,  1100, 1155, 1219, 1404,  1427 
Westfield,  10,  75,  76,  96,  210,  310,  399,  426,  509,  746,  785, 
863,  889,  940,  1020,  1021,  1022,  1089,  1116, 
1146,  1210,  1232,  1266,  1267,  1401,  1424, 1435, 
1436 
Westfield  River,  926,  927, 1020, 1069, 1232, 1233, 1234, 1241, 

1242 

Westford,    9,  90,  95,  142,  210,  309,  366,  368,  398,  425,  568, 

745,  784,  863,  888,  938, 1086,1143,1207,1352, 

1353,  1400,  1423 

Westhampton,  863,  900,  989,  1036, 1037, 1092, 1148, 1212, 

1232,  1402, 1424 

■Westminster,  15,  50,  90,  100,  118,  119,  144,  211,  235,  280, 

315,  365,  366,  403,  430,  576,  752,  789,  816, 

864,  803,  948,  1101,  1155,  1219,  1404,  1427 

Weston,  9, 00, 90, 95, 210, 203, 269, 309, 398, 425, 5GS,  745.  784, 

863,  888,  938,  1005,  1086,  1143,  1171,  1207,  1400,  1423 

Weston,  James 1039 

Weston,  Paul, 1337 

Wetmore,  William,    .        .      810,  814,  815,  825,  1012,  1016 

Weymouth,  7, 40, 42, 93, 210,  224, 259, 307, 396, 420,  565,  715, 

743,  782,  862,  886,  904,  935,  1081, 1139,  1203, 1399,  1422 

Wbalen,  John, 655 

Whatcly,  122,  123, 124,  210,  310,  399, 412,  426, 569,  746,  785, 
863,  889,  942,  1089,  1145,  1209,  1401,  1424 

Whatcly,  Thomas 62 

Whatley,  John,  ...  ....      275 

Wheat,  Hannah, 992 

Wheat,  Samuel 1269 

Wheaten,  Noah G59 

Wheaten,  William, 660 

Wheaton,  Caleb 914,  916 

Wheaton,  George, 284 

Wheaton,  Mason,        .        674,  696,  697,  698,  699,  700,  701 

Wheaton,  Nathaniel 176 

Wheeler,  Adam, 268,  209 

Wheeler,  Caleb, 1171,  1326, 1327 

Wheeler,  Deliverance 865 

Wheeler,  Elisha, 1170,  1325 

Wbeeler,  Gideon,       .......    1332 

Wheeler,  Joseph,        .        .        .         509,  511,  518,  520,  541 

Wheeler,  Nehemiah 1359 

Wheeler,  Oliver 1307 

Wheeler,  Ramsou, 1355,  1357 

Wheeler,  Timothy,  jun., I35O 

Wheeler,  Trueman, 1304 

Wheeler,  Willard,  (or  William  Willard,)       .        .      259 

Wheeler,  William, 144S 

Wheclock,  Ebcnezor 1329 

VvTicelock,  Eleazer, 1051 

Wheelock,  Obadiah 1329 

Wheelock,  Simeon, 844 

Whclpley,  Samuel, 115 

Whetcomb,  John,       5.32,  668,  681,  683,  685,  704,  717,  859, 
807,  868,  992,  993,  1244 

Whipple,  Abraham lOOG,  1247 

Whipple,  Ebenezer, 915,  gie 


PAoa 

Whipple,  William 1020 

Whiston,  Obadiah, 913, 915 

Whitcomb,  Asa,  .  263,  270,  273,  357,  366,  372,  410 

Whitcomb,  John, 280, 411,  6SB 

White,  Abraham,       .        .        .         1042, 1231,  1320,  l^BS 

White,  Asaph 1047,  1048 

White,  Benjamin,        141,  263,  360,  367,  509,  510,  513,  ti59, 

663,  675,  717,  994,  1016,  1281, 

1291,  1334 

.    1242 
914,  916,  1056 


White,  Caleb,      . 
White,  Cornelius, 
White,  Cornelius,  tertius, 
White,  Daniel,    . 
White,  Daniel,  jun. 
White,  Ebenezer, 
White,  Farnum, 
White,  Gideon,  jun 
White,  Jacob,     . 
White,  John, 
White,  John, 
White,  John, 
White,  John, 
White,  Mark,      . 
White,  Nicholas, 
White,  Peregrine, 
White,  Philip,     .  . 
White,  Robert,   . 
White,  Samuel  {Speaker 
sentatives),  .        .  64, 
White,  Samuel,  . 
"White,  Stephen, 
AVhite,  Thomas, 
\VTiite,  Thomas, 
White,  Thomas, 
White,  Thomas, 
Wliite,  William, 
\yhite  &  Adams, 
"Whitefield,  George, 
Whitehall,   . 
"Whitford,  Ezekiel, 
Whitford,  Nathan, 
"Whiting,  Asa,     . 
"Whiting,  Jonathan, 
"Whiting,  Joseph,  jun 
"Whiting,  Stephen, 
"Whiting,  William,      .    50 
Whitman,  Thomas, 
Whitman's  Mills, 
"Whitmarsh,  David, 
"WTiitmore,  Stephen, 
M'hituey,  Abnor, 
•Whitney,  Daniel,  713,  835, 
"Whitney,  Daniel, 
Whitney,  Elijah, 
"Whitney,  Elijah, 
Whitney,  Ezra,  . 
"Whitney,  John,  . 
Whitney,  Jonathan, 
Whitney,  Joseph, 
Whitney,  Joaiah, 
Whitney,  Samuel, 
Whitney,  Timothy, 
^Vhittaker,  David, 
Whittakcr,  William, 
^V^littemore,  Benjamin, 
Whiltemore,  Joshua, 
Whittcmore,  Nathaniel, 
^Vhittemore,  Pelatiah, 
Whittemore,  Samnel, 


)/  the  House  of  Repre 


77,  1003 


,541 


,  665, 


837,851,981,99 


914,  915 
.  1329 
914,  916 
.  363 
.  832 
914,  916 
.  1051 
847,  1337 
913,  916 
1051 
1329 
723,  1237 
63 
273 
1023 
1023 


1058,  1059,  1350, 1355 
176 
,994 
374 
841 
983 
1329 
187,  1002 
1262 
533 
284 
658,  659,  984,  985 
658,  659 
775,  776,  845,  973,  974 
854 
845 
275 
,  1237, 1435 


986, 


1029 


984 
83 
1242 
1023 
1051 
,1010,1064  1438 
1049,  1051 
.   176 
.  1049 
.  1268 
1049,  1051 
1042,  1303 
1050 
1299 
274 
982 
1351 
1321 
205,  234 
1445 
1350 
1445 
151,  660,  683 
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Whittemore,  Samuel, 
■WTiitten,  Humphrey, 
Whittiei-,  David, 
Whittier,  Ebenezer,   . 
"Vniittington,  Elizabeth, 
Whlttington,  "William, 
Whitwell,  Samuel, 
"VVhitwell,  William,    . 
"Wickham,  Samuel,     . 
Wickwiio,  John, 
Wigglesworth,  Edward, 
Wigglcsworth,  Edward,  D 
1, 


210: 

746 


310, 

785, 


Wigglcsworth,  Samuc 
Wightman,  John, 
■Wightraan,  Thomas, 
Wilbore,  Joshua, 
Wilbraham,      10, 96, 

569 

1209, 1401,  14: 
Wilbur,  Uriah,    . 
Wilcocks,  Elnathan, 
"Wildor,  Abel,      . 
"WUdor,  Gardner, 
■Wilder,  Joseph, 
Wilder,  Joseph, 
Wilder,  Joseph, 
Wilder,  Josiah,  . 
Wilder,  Samuel, 
Wilder,  Thomas, 
Wildridgc,  James, 
Wilkes  (Barr6), 
Wilkie,  John, 
Wilkins,  Isaac,    . 
Wilkins,  Timothy, 
Wilkinson,  Ebenezer 
Willard,  Abel,     . 
Willard,  Abijah, 


D 


328 


Page 
.  1061 
.  847, 1337 
.  920,  1010 
.  1023 
.  1007 
.  1007 
.  187 
187,  275 
.  1439 
.  656 
f..')4,  823,  824,  1039 
.  1195,  1370 
.  533,  534 
.  658,  C59 
658,  659 
.  914,  916 
38,  "70,  376,  399,  426, 
863,  889,  940,  1088,  1145, 
4 

.     1269 

928,  1024 

64,  1433 

.     1046 

.      814 

.    1047 

.     1446 

.      844 

71,  844 

63 

915,  917 

.      676 

.      375 

.    1357 

,  1361,  1363 

.       870 

914,  916 

1056,  1069, 

1231,  1234 

.       143 

1195,  1370 

381,  1329 

,    1335 

.    1347 

717,  826,  827 


1353,  1357: 


914,  916,  966,  1054,  1055: 


Willard,  Elias,    . 
Willard,  Joseph, 
Willard,  Josiah, 
Willard,  Samuel, 
Willard,  Simon, 
Willcoks,  Peter, 
William  IH.,  46,  64,  85,  174,  180,  198,  230,  260,  275,  282, 
436,  457,  4G2,  486,  761,  838,  910,  900, 
984,  998,  1007,  1120,  1128,  1175,  1416, 
1417 

William  Henry,  Fort .666 

Williams,  Abraham, 1195 

Williams,  Benjamin, 69 

Williams,  Daniel, 374,  375 

"Williams,  Ebenezer, 992 

Williams,  Elijah 914,916 

Williams,  Ephraim 717 

Williams,  George,  654,  664,  848,  982,  1246,1296,1344, 1365 

.   176 

.   176 

64,71,371,  656,  1447 

.  1239 

.  1056,  1115,  1135 

298,  357,  411 

.      665 

275,  276, 298,  357,  1016 


Williams,  Henry, 
Williams,  Isaac, 
Williams,  Israel, 
Williams,  Jacob,         .        . 
Williams,  James, 
Williams,  John, 
Williams,  John  Chester,    . 
Williams,  Jonathan,  . 

Yv'illiams,  Jonathan 992 

Williams,  Jonathan, 1319 

Williams,  Jonathan,  jun.,  ...  .  905 
Williams,  Joseph,  .  351,  1039,  1294,  1343,  1356,  1450 
Williams,  Nehemiah 1195 


Page 

Williams,  Samuel 179,  189, 190 

Williams,  Samuel, 379 

Williams,  Samuel 962, 1049,  1051 

Williams,  Rev.  Samuel 991, 1195,  1070 

Williams,  Seth,  jun 914,  916 

Williams,  Thomas 411,  99G 

Williams,  Thomas, 1335 

Williams,  William,  124,  127,  106,  176,  228,  332,  372,  377, 
1002, 1029, 1231, 1257, 1275,  1322, 
1345 

Williams's  Grant 739,  740,  826,  827 

Williamsburg,  X25,  126,  182,  210,  310,  399,  412,  426,  569, 
746,  785,  863,  889,  940,  980,  1089, 
1146,  1210,  1301,  1389,  1401,  1424 

Williamson,  Jonathan, 277,  278 

Williamstown,  10,  102,  141,  211,  317,  405,  432,  550,  579, 
656,  657,  658,  754,  790,  865,  894,  950, 
988,  1029,  1032,  1105,  1159,  1223,  1388, 
1405,  1428 

Willis,- 978 

Willis,  David 913,  916 

Willis,  Job, 975 

Willis,  Nathaniel, 1262,  1366 

Williston,  Thomas 138I 

Willmarth,  Asa, 1321 

Willmarth,  John, 1320,  1322 

Willmarth,  John,  jun., 1320,  1321 

Willmarth,  Shubael 1320,  1321 

Willson,  Edmund 185 

Willson,  "Widow," 775 

Wilmington,  9,  90,  95,  210,  285,  309,  365,  367,  398,  426, 
5G9,  746,  784,  863,  8S8,  839,  1087,  1144, 
1208,  1353,  1401,  1423 

Wilson,  Alexander, 353 

Wilson,  Archibald,     .        .        .      '.        .        .       913,916 

Wilson,  Ezckiel, 1320,  1321 

Wilson,  John, qoq  iqoO 

Wilson,  Nathaniel 657 

Wilson,  Samuel 1357 

Winchell,  Azariah, 1236 

Wincbell,  Joseph, ]236 

Winchell,  Samuel, 1236 

Winchendon,  15,  42,  43,  63,  64,  100,  211,  315,  404,  430, 
576,  752,  789,  864,  893,  948,  1101,  1156, 
1219,  1395,  1404,  1427,  1438 

Winchester,  Elkanan 715 

Winchester,  Jacob  B 1039 

Windham,    15,101,211,  304,305,315,  362,  363,  404,431, 

577,  752,  789,  834,  864,  881,  893,  949,  1102, 

1157, 1220,  1404,  1427 

Windsor,  182,  86'),  911,  912,  951,  10)3,  1032,  1106,  1160, 

1223,  1323,  1322,  1405,  1428 

Windsor  (Connecticut), 377 

Winegar,  Hans, 827 

Winegar,  John 717,  820 

Wingate,  Daniel 1039 

Wingfleld,  William 275,  357 

Winnissimmet  Ferry g64 

Winslow,  136,  211,  316,  405,  431,  678,  753,  790,  864,  894, 
950,  1104,  1158,  1222,  1405,  1428 

Winslow,  Edward,  jun 914,  916 

Winslow,  Isaac 913,  916 

Winslow,  James, 129 

Winslow,  John,  jun., 913,  916 

Winslow,  Joshua, 275,  270 

Winslow,  Pelham, 914,  916,  1056 

Winter-Harbor  Beach 87,  458,  1121 

^Vinthrop,    132,  211,  316,  366,  367,  405,  431,  578,  753,  790, 
864,  894,  949, 1104, 1159,  1222,  1386, 1405,  1428 
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Winthrop,  Jamea 1195,  1370 

Winthrop,  John,  212,  213,  538,  651,  660, 683, 685, 838, 1009 

WiscaBBet  Point 1384 

Wise,  John 275 

WiBwall,  Jeremiah, 993 

WiBwall,  John, 915,  917 

Witbeck,  Thomas  L 1435,  1436 

Witham,  Amos, 185 

Withington,  John, 1444 

Witt,  Charles 1337 

Witt,  Oliver, 265,  266,  855 

Wobnrn,    8,  94,  210,  308,  397,  425,  567,  745,  783,  863,  887, 
938,  1085,  1143,  1206,  1400,  1423 

Woddoms,  John, 656 

Wolcott,  Edward  Kitchen, 716 

Wood,  Aaron,  53,  514,  654,  665,  667,  672,  673,  679,  713, 
810,  839,  850,  860,  868,  987,  988,  99^, 
1012,  1025, 1053,  1062, 1234,  1246, 1286, 
1344,  1345,  1358,  1359, 1363, 1447 

Wood,  Charles 1051 

Wood,  David 1239 

Wood,  David,  jiin., 1239 

Wood,  Dexter 199 

Wood,  Eli 975 

Wood,  Ephraim,  jun., 1360 

Wood,  John 692,977,978,1023 

Wood,  Joseph 543 

Wood,  Joshua, 199 

Wood,  Levi, 975 

Wood,  Solomon 200 

Wood;  William 1445 

Wood,  Zephaniah 975 

Woodbridge,  Jahleel,    326,  883,  884,  986,  1382, 1393, 1436, 

1441,  1464 
Woodbridge,  Timothy,      184,  186,  278,  371,  372, 374,  1235 

Woodbridge,  William 710 

Woodbury,  Peter 833, 1011 

Woodcock,  Israel, 699 

Woodin,  Abner, 1236 

Woodin,  John 1236 

Woodin,  Peter, 1236,  1238 

Woods,  Charles 1051 

Woods,  Charles,  Jan., 1050 

Woods,  Francis 1051 

Woods,  George, 176 

Woods,  Henry, 816 

Woods,  John .      215 

Woods,  Joseph, 835 

Woodstock,  14,  99,  211,  315,  404,  430,  676,  752,  7S9,  864, 
893,  948,  1101,  1156,  1220,  1404,  1427 

Woodward,  Amos 1051 

993,  994 
854,  857 
.  992 
905,  992 
381 
377 


Woodward,  John, 

Woodward,  Jonas,    . 

Woodward,  Philemon, 

Woodward,  Samuel, 

Woodward,  Samuel  {Secretary  of  the  province), 

Woolcut,  Erastus 

Woolwich,  10, 101,  211,  227,  316,  405,  431,  577,  753,  790, 
864,  894,  928,  949,  1103,  1157,  1221,  1404, 
1428 

Wooster,  Ebenezer 865 

Worcester,  14,  44,46,  52,  60,  65,  66,99,  144,  183,  211,  261, 
266,  285,  314,  365,  403,  429,  531,  575,  651, 
707,  720,  751,  788,  796,  797,  798,  816,  837, 
838,  842,  854,  855,  850,  857,  858,  859,  S(!(i, 
861,  864,  892,  809,  914,  940,  955,  983,  996, 
999,  1000,  1040,  1008,  1154,  1217,  \l:\.\, 
1234,  1247,  1250,  1251,  1253,  1208,  1312, 
1342,  1382,   1403.   1426 


Page 
Worcester,  County  of,  14,  17,  43,  44,  46,  50,  51,  52,  64,  65, 
66,  99,  100,  103,  118,  119,  125, 
128,  133,  144,  195,  198,  207,  211, 
215,  235,  238,  266,  269,  281,  314, 
318,  389,  403,  404,  406,  410,  429, 
430,  433,  495,  496,  497,  513,  530, 
541,  575,  576,  580,  592,  593,  676, 
677,  678,  679,  685,  696,  751,  752, 
755,  788,  7S9,  791,  796,  798,  803, 
837,  840,  841,  842,  855,  857,  860, 
861,  864,  865,  892,  893,  895,  912, 
914,  915,  946,  948,  952,  955, 
1000, 1039, 1043, 1055, 1050, 1064, 
1098, 1100, 1109, 1115, 1135, 1154, 
1156, 1162, 1172, 1217, 1218, 1220, 
1226, 1233, 1251, 1201, 1284, 1296, 
1297, 1298, 1300, 1331, 1332, 1372, 
1376, 1377, 1380, 1381, 1384, 1387, 
1395, 1403, 1404, 1045, 1420, 1427, 
1429, 1438 
Worcester  Spy,  or  American  Oracle  of  Liberty,  651,  653 

Work,  Jacob,      . 857,  859 

Workman,  John,  , 1268 

Wormer,  Aaron,         .  826 

Wormer,  Jeremiah,    ......       717,  826 

Worthington,  1G4,  210,  311,  399,  427,  571,  747,  786,  863, 

890,  941,  1072,  1091,  1147,  1211,  1232, 

1240,  1301,  1302,  1393,  1402,  1424 

Worthington,  John,  63,  141,  147,  148,  277,  338,  354,  367 

Wrentham,    7,  93,  210,  224,  273,  307,  396,  424,  565,  669, 

743,  775,  776,  782,  845,  862,  875,  876,  886, 

899,  913,  935,  956,  972,  973,  974,  973,  976, 

1081,  1139,  1203,  1250,  1261,    1342,    1343, 

1346,  1399,  1422,  1444,  1446,  1447 

Wright,  Caleb 1029 

Wright,  Ephraim, 654, 1376,  1434 

Wright,  Ephraim,  jun., 989 

Wright,  Francis, 994 

Wright,  John 915,  917 

Wright,  John, 1236 

Wright,  Josiah, 1032 

Wright,  Reuben 989 

Wright,  Samuel 717, 1353 

Wyer,John, 1239 

Wyer,  Thomas 915,  917 

Wyer,  William 737,  823,  824, 1458 

Wyllys,  Hezekiah 1259 

Wyman,  Daniel, 832 

Wyman,  Jonas, 844 

Wyman,  Joshua, 265 

Wyman,  Ross 1046,  1047 

Wyman,  William, 1022 

Y. 

Yale,  Josiah 826 

Yale,  Justus, 826 

Yarmouth,  11,  39,  40,  97,  167,  171,  210,  259,  312,  395,  401, 
428,  572,  748,  786,  864,  890,  904,  943,  1094, 
1150,  1214,  1378,  1383, 1402,  1425 

Yeaton,  Richard 1337 

Yeaw,  Andrew, 1321 

Yeaw,  David, 1321 

Yokum  (or  Yokun)  Town  and  Mount  Ephraim, 

330,  371 
York  {see  New  York) .  ' 
York,  13,  44,  45,  OS,  132,  147,  211,  313,  402,  429,  573,  600. 

OSS,  750,  7S7,  861,  891,  945,  1005,  1096,  1152, 

1215,  1403,  1426 
York,  Abraham 978 
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Fork,  Coonty  of,  13, 17,  44,  45,  65,  98, 103, 131, 173, 184, 
185, 206,  211,  264,  265,  313,  318,  402, 
406,  429, 433,  430,  465,  469,  470,  513, 
539,  540,  559,  563,  573,  574,  579,  666, 
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1769-70.  —  First  Session. 

Chapter  1.  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax 
of  thirty  thousand  pounds ;  and  also  for 
apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  three 
tiiousand  eight  hundi-cd  and  twenty-nine 
pounds  fourteen  shillings  paid  the  repre- 
'  sentatives  for  their  travel,  service  and 

attendance  in  the  general  court,  in  the 
years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  and  sixty-eight,  also  for  as- 
sessing the  town  of  Swanzey  fifty  pounds, 
being  part  of  ihc  sum  of  three  hundred 
pounds  lent  said  town  in  the  year  one 
~-  thousand  seven  hundi-cd  and  sixty-four; 
and  also  for  assessing  the  town  of 
Methuen  the  sum  of  lihy-cight  pounds 
eleven  shillings  and.  one  penny,  being 
taxes  arising  by  means  of  a  defective 
constable  who  absconded  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six, 
and  the  execution  returned  non  est  in- 
ventus;  also  the  town  of  Wenham  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
pounds  ten  shillings  and  ten  pence  being 
BO  much  [which]  sai[|  town  was  taxed  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty -five,  for  which  they  have  made 
no  retm-n  to  whom  it  was  committed,  and 
no  part  thereof  paid  into  the  treasmy; 
and  the  further  sum  of  thirty-one  pounds 
eleven  shillings  and  fourpence,  being  for 
interest  thereon ;  also  fur  ai)poitioning 
and  assessing  the  county  of  Barnstable 
the  sum  of  twenty-two  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  nincpence,  for  paying  a 
committee  apiiointed  by  the  court  to 
view  the  said  county ;  also,  for  assessing 
.  the  district  of  Conway  the  sum  of  twelve 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fivepence 
one  halfpenny,  being  their  proportion  of 
the  province  tax  laid  on  the  town  of  Doer- 
field  in  tlie  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  [1 768,  cbap.  14,  ^  5] , 

Chapter  2.  An  act  for  granting  unto  his  majesty 
several  rates  and  duties  of  impost  and 
t[o]  [«]nnage  of  shipping, 

Chapter  3.  An  act  to  enable  Robert  Pierpo  [i]  ntto  col- 
lect the  taxes  uncollected  by  Samuel 
Adams,  late  collector  of  taxes  for  the 
town  of  Boston, 

Chapter  4,  An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  sundry 
laws  that  are  expired  and  near  exphing 
[1761tG2,  chap.  16;  1764-65,  chap.  30; 
1764-65,  chap.  26;  1767-68,  chap.  10; 
1766-07,  chap.  17], 

Chapter  5.  An  act  for  supplying  the  treasury  with  the 
sum  of  eighty-eigbt  thousand  one  luin- 
drcd  and  fifty-eight  potinds,to  be  thence 
issued  for  discharging  the  public  del)ts, 
and  drawing  the  san'i6  into  the  treasury 
agam  [1749-50,  chap.  19;  1761-62,  chap, 
23] 

Chapter  6.  An  act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  ale- 
wives  and  other  fish  in  Ipswich  lliver, 
and  to  encourage  the  encrease  of  the 
same  [1764-65,  chap.  34;  1765-66,  chap. 
33] 
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July  15, 

July  15, 

July  15, 

July  15, 

July  15, 

July  15, 
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36 


37 


39 


40 


42 


1769-70.  —  First  Session  —  Con. 

Chapter  7.  An  act  to  impower  the  east  precinct  in 
Salem,  where  the  llev.C'i]  Mr.  James 
Diman  now  officiates,  to  raise  money 
for  defreying  ministerial  and  other  neces- 
sary charges  of  said  prccmct. 

Second  Session. 

Chapter  8.  An  act  for  granting  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  for  the  support 
of  his  majesty's  lieutenant- governor,    . 

Chapter  9.  An  act  lor  efiectually  preventing  the  cm- 
rency  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  Con- 
necticut, New  Hampshire  and  Rhode 
Island,  within  this  province  [1766-67, 
chap.  22], 

Chapter  10.  An  act  for  impowering  the  trustees  of  the 
estates  of  concealed  and  absconding 
debtors,  and  all  others  concerned,  to 
compleat  the  business  assigned  them 
by  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  fifth 
year  of  his  prescait  majesty's  reign,  in- 
tituled "  An  act  for  preventing  fraud  in 
debtors,  and  for  securing  the  effects  of 
insolvent  debtors  for  the  benefit  of  their 
creditors,"  and  l;y  one  other  act  made 
in  addition  thereto  in  the  same  year 
[1764-65,  chap.  35 ;  1765-66,  chap.  2] ,  . 

Chapter  1 1 .  An  act  for  confirming  the  records  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  proprietors  of  the  new 
plantation  called  Hartwood,  in  the 
•  county  of  Berkshire,  and  for  enabling 
them  to  collect  certain  taxes  already 
assessed,  and  for  impowering  said  pro- 
prietors to  hold  a  meeting  for  ordering 
the  afiairs  of  the  propriety  [1761-62, 
chap.  44] , 

Chapter  12  An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  sun- 
dJT  laws  that  are  expired,  and  near  ex- 
piring [1736-37,  chap.  4;  1/38-39,  chap, 
25;  1740-41,  chap.  20;  1742-43,  chap. 
16;  1742-43,  chap.  20;  1742-43,  chap. 
27;  1742-43,  chap.  19;  1743-44,  chap. 
23;  1746-47,  chap.  10;  1746-47,  chap. 
11;  1746-47,  chap.  17;  1746-47,  chap. 
18;  1748-49,  chap.  13;  1749-50,  chap. 
24;  1751-62,  chap.  19;  1755-56,  chap. 
39;  1755-56,  chap.  43;  1756-57,  chap. 
26;  1756-57,  chap.  32;  1759-60,  chap. 
33;  1759-60,  chap.  21;  1759-00,  chap. 
32;  1702-63,  chap.  5;  1761-62,  chap.  31; 
1761-62,  chap.  26;  1762-63,  chap.  18; 
1709-10,  chap.  5 ;  1751-52,  chap.  17],    . 

Chapter  13.  An  act  to  impower  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Newburyport,  l^elonging  to 
the  several  religious  societies  within  the 
same,  to  raisemoney  fordefr[eJ  [rt]ying 
ministerial  and  necessary  charges  [1764- 
65,  chap.  7 ;  1767-68,  chap.  9 ;  1735-36, 
chap.  5J. 

Chapter  14.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  made  in  the 
twenty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
George  the  Second,  intit[M]led  "An 
act  to  prevent  any  persons  obstructing 
the  fish  in  their  passing  np  into  Mon- 
atiqnot  River  within  the  town  of  Brain- 
tree"  [1749-50,  chap.  13],      . 


1769. 

July      15, 
1770. 

April     25, 
April     26, 


April     26, 


April     26, 


April     26, 


April     26, 


April     26, 


Aug.     1, 1772. 


April  30, 1773. 


July     1, 1773. 


March  30, 1773. 


Jan.    30,  1771. 
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45 


46 


1769-70.  —  Second  Session  —  Con. 

Chapter  15.  An  act  to  enable  the  assessors  of  the  town 
of  Winchendon  to  collect  the  taxes 
granted  on  the  lands  in  the  said  Win- 
chendon [17Gi-C5,  chap.  5,  ^  2],    . 

Chapter  16.  An  act  for  ])rcventing  and  punishing  bur- 
glary, and  for  repealing  one  act  intitled 
"An  act  against  burglary"  [1715-16, 
chap.  1], 

Chapter  17.  An  act  for  determining  the  times  for  hold- 
ing the  superior  courts  of  judicatui'e, 
court  of  assize  and  general  goal  de- 
livery, in  the  several  counties  within 
the  province  [1761-65,  chap.  17],  . 

Chapter  18.  An  act  determining  at  what  times  and 
places  the  i^everal  courts  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace,  and  inferior  courts 
of  common  pleas,  shall  be  held,  within 
and  for  the  several  counties  of  the  prov- 
ince, for  the  future  [1764-65,  chap.  20; 
1765-66,  chap.  27;  1766-67,  chap.  14],  . 

Chapter  19.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  made  and 
passed  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  William  the  Third,  intitled 
"  An  act  for  suppressing  and  punishing 
of  rogues,  vagabonds  and  common  beg- 
gars and  other  lewd,  idle  and  disorderly 
persons;  and  for  setting  the  poor  to 
work"  [1699-1700,  chap.' 8], . 

Chapter  20.  An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  in- 
tituled "  An  act  for  making  of  lands 
and  tenements  liable  to  the  payment  of 
debts"  [1696,  chap.  10,  ^  2],  .  '     , 

Chapter  21.  An  act  to  erect  the  north  precinct  of  the 
town  of  Norton,  in  the  county  of  Bris- 
tol, into  a  separate  district  by  the  name 
of  Mansfield  [1711-12,  chap.  4],    . 

Chapter  22.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  second  pre- 
cinct in  Hingham  into  a  district  by  the 
name  of  Cohasset, 

Chapter  23.  An  act  to  erect  the  district  of  West- 
minster, in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Westminster 
[1759-60,  chap.  .5] , 

Chapter  24.  An  act  to  enable  the  assessors  of  the  town 
of  Ashbiunham  to  collect  the  taxes 
granted  on  the  lands  in  the  said  Ash- 
bumham  [1764-65,  chap.  22,  §  2], 

Chapter  25.  An  act  for  compleating  the  collection  of  a 
tax  on  the  non-resident  proprietors  of 
Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  llamp- 
sMre,  by  an  order  of  the  general  court 
held  at  Boston,  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
February,  A.D.  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty -three  [1761-62,  chap.  44] , 


1770-71.  —  Third  Session. 

Chapter  1.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  south  part 
of  the  town  of  Westtield,  in  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  into  a  district  by  the 
name  of  Southwick,       .... 

Chapter   2.    An  act  for  granting  unto  his  majesty  sev- 
eral rates  and  duties   of   impost  and   | 
tunnage  of  shipping 

Chapter  3.  An  act  for  regulating  the  alewive  fishery 
in  the  town  of  Bridgwater,    . 


1770. 

April  26, 

AprU  26, 

April  26, 

April  26, 

April  26, 

April  26, 

April  26, 

April  26, 

April  26, 

April  26, 

April  26, 


Nov.       7, 


Nov.      If. 
Nov.      15, 


April  25,  1772. 
Nov.  30,  1773. 
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84 


85 


Chapter   4. 


Chapter   5. 


86 


Chapter  6. 


89 


Chapter   7. 


An  act  to  prevent  the  obstructing  and  de- 
stroying of  the  tish  called  alcvvives,  in 
their  passage  up  and  down  Maddepay- 
set  River,  within  the  town  of  Roch- 
ester [1726-27,  chap.  3] ,         ... 

An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  sundry 
laws  that  are  expired  and  near  expiring 
[1736-37,  chap.   15;   1737-38,  chap.  8 
1737-38,  chap.    9;    1740-41,   chap.   19 
1742-43,  chap.  17 ;   1742-43,  chap.  28 
1744-45,  chap.  25 ;   1745-46,   chap. 
1745-46,  chap.  16 ;   1746-47,   chap. 
1746-47,  chap.  17 ;   1746-47,   chap. 
1746-47,  chap.  28;   1749-50,  chap. 


1750-51,  chap.  5;  1753-54,  chap. 
1757-58,  chap.  5;  1757-58,  chap. 
1759-60,  chap.  21 ;  1759-60,  chap. 
1765-66,  chap.  19], 

An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  sun- 
dry laws  that  are  expired  and  near  ex- 
piring [1740-41,  chap.  23;  1741-42, 
chap.  1;  1741-42,  chap,  5;  1742-43, 
chap.  18 ;  1743-44,  chap.  21 ;  1745-46, 
chap.  26;  1747-48,  chap.  3;  1747-48, 
chap.  7;  1748-49,  chap.  9;  1748-49, 
chap.  12 ;  1748-49,  chap.  14 ;  1748-49, 
chap.  18 ;  1749-50,  chap.  3 ;  1749-50, 
chap.  6;  1749-50,  chap.  7;  1749-50, 
chap.  13 ;  1749-50,  chap.  22 ;  1749-50, 
chap.  23 ;  1749-50,  chap.  27 ;  1749-50, 
chap.  12 ;  1752-53,  chap.  12 ;  1752-53, 
chap.  13;  1752-53,  chap.  18;  1752-53, 
chap.  20;  1753-54,  chap.  29;  1753-54, 
chap.  44;  1755-56,  chap.  43 ;  1757-58, 
chap.  11;  1758-59,  chap  18;  1758-59, 
chap.  37 ;  1758-59,  chap.  17 ;  1760-61, 
chap.  13;  1760-61,  chap.  19;  1760-61, 
chap.  28;  1761-62,  chap.  5;  1761-62, 
chap.  14;  1761-62,  chap.  IG;  1762-63, 
chap.  13;  1762-63,  chap.  19;  1762-63, 
chap.  26;  1763-64,  chap.  3;  1763-64, 
chap.  18;  1764-65,  chap.  24;  1764-65, 
chap.  25 ;  1764-65,  chap.  34 ;  1765-66, 
chap.  20 ;  1765-66,  chap.  12 ;  1765-66, 
chap.  30;  1766-67,  chap.  17 ;  1766-67, 
chap.  16;  1763-67,  chap.  13 ;  1767-68, 
chap.  10 ;  1767-68,  chap.  16 ;  1767-68, 
chap.  17 ;  1767-68,  chap.  13 ;  1769-70, 
chap.  14], 

An  act  for  superceeding  and  repealing 
the  two  last  paragraphs  in  an  act  made 
and  passed  by  the  great  and  general 
court  or  assembly  of  this  province,  at 
their  sessions  begun  and  held  at  Boston 
on  the  last  Wjcdnesday  in  May  in  the 
ninth  year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  inti- 
tled  "An  act  for  supplying  tlie  treasury 
with  the  sum  of  eighty-eight  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds,  to 
be  thence  issued  for  discharging  the  pub- 
lic debts,  and  drawing  the  same  into 
the  treasury  again ; "  and  for  apportion- 
ing and  assessing  a  tax  of  twenty-five 
thousand  potinds;  and  also  for  appor- 
tioning and  assessinsr  a  tax  of  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  fil'ty-ume  pounds 
seventeen  shilhngs,  paid  the  representa- 


1770. 


Nov.      15, 


Nov.      15, 


Nov.      15, 


Nov.  30,  1773. 


Feb.    20,1776. 


Feb.    20,1776 


Public  Acts. 

lAst  of  the  Public  Acts — Continued. 


1529 


Date 
of  Passage, 


Disallowed 
by  Privy 
Council. 


Expired  or  had  its 
effect. 


1770-71.  —  Third  Session  —  Con. 

tives  for  their  travel,  service  and  at- 
tendance in  tlie  great  and  general  court 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-nine ;  also  for  assessing  the 
town  of  Swansey,  fifty  pounds,  being 
part  of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds 
lent  the  said  town  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  sixty-four ;  also 
for  assessing  the  town  of  Ilingham  and 
district  of  Cohasset,  four  pounds  seven- 
teen shillings,  in  the  following  propor- 
tion; to  wit,  thi'ee  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  sixpence  one  farthing,  on  Hingham, 
and  one  pound  eight  shillings  and  six- 
pence three  farthings,  on  Cohasset,  for 
the  service  of  a  committse  of  the  gen- 
eral court  in  viewing  their  situation  in  or- 
der to  a  division  ;  also  for  assessing  the 
town  of  Uxbridge  six  iiounds  eight  shil- 
lings and  sevenpenec,  for  paying  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  general  court 
to  view  and  settle  tbe  line  between  the 
towns  of  Sutton  and  Uxbridge ;  also 
for  assessing  the  to\vn  of  Frarningham 
the  sum  of  fifty-four  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  threepence  two  farthings, 
ordered  by  the  general  court  to  be  added 
to  then'  proportion  of  the  province  tax 
this  year,  being  one-half  of  the  arrears 
of  the  proportion  of  the  province  tax, 
set  on  the  said  town  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five, 
hitherto  unpaid  by  reason  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  Joseph  Butler,  a  collector  of 
taxes  for  the  town  in  that  year ;  and  also 
for  assessing  the  district  of  Granby  forty 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  ninepeuce, 
being  part  of  the  sum  set  on  the  dis- 
teict  of  South  Hadley  in  the  province 
tax  for  the  last  year,  which  of  right 
should  have  been  set  on  the  said  district 
of  Granby,  and  of  which  part  the  'dis- 
trict of  South  Iladley  has  been  dis- 
charged by  an  order  of  the  general 
court;  and  also  for  assessing  on  the 
towns  of  Ipswich,  Middleton,  Reading, 
Boxford  and  Danvers,  the  sum  of  five 
pounds  seventeen  shillings,  in  the  fol- 
lowing proportion ;  viz  ,  on  the  town  of 
Ipswich,  the  sum  of  fifty-three  shillings 
and  eightpcnce  three  farthings;  on  the 
town  of  Middleton,  eight  shillings  and 
fivepence ;  on  the  town  of  Reading,  nine- 
teen shillings  and  two  farthings ;  on  the 
town  of  Boxford,  eleven  shillings  and 
ninepence  three  farthings ;  on  the  town 
of  Danvers,  twenty -four  shillings,  —  to 
pay  a  committee  of  the  general  court 
appointed  at  their  request,  to  view  Ips- 
wich River,  and  by  the  said  court  or- 
dered to  be  paid  by  said  towns  in  the 
aforesaid  proportions ;  and  also  for  as- 
sessing the  town  of  Sherburne,  in  the 
county  of  Nantucket,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  ninety -eight  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  sevenponce,  >'='ing  one-half 
the  sum  that  town  is  in  arrears  arising 
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by  the  deficiency  of  Thomas  Arthur,  a 
collector  of  taxes  for  the  years  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  and 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
six;  also  for  assessing  the  following 
towns  the  sums  affixed  to  them,  respec- 
tively, being  fines  imposed  on  them  for 
their  neglect  in  not  chusing  some  person, 
severally,  to  represent  them  in  the  great 
and  general  court ;  viz.,  Chelsea,  seven 
pounds;  Wenham,  four  pounds ;  Mid- 
dleton,  seven  pounds;  Methuen,  eight 
pounds;  Sherburne,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  six  pounds ;  Littleton,  eight 
pounds ;  Westford,  eight  pounds ;  Town- 
send  and  district  of  Ashby,  five  pounds ; 
Wilmington,  five  poimds ;  Dracut,  five 
pounds;  Bedford,  six  pounds;  Hollis- 
ton,  five  pouiods;  Tewksbury,  six 
pounds  1  Dunstable,  five  pounds ;  Lin- 
coln, five  pounds;  Noithfield,  five 
pounds;  Easton,  five  pounds;  Dud- 
ley, four  pounds;  Southborougli,  five 
pounds ;  Upton,  five  pounds ;  Weston, 
eight  pounds ;  Westminster,  six  pounds ; 
North  Yarmouth,  five  pounds;  Scar- 
borough, ten  pounds ;  Gorham,  six 
pounds;  Georgetown,  ten  pounds; 
Richmont  and  Lenox,  five  pounds; 
Lanesborough,  five  pounds ;  also  for  as- 
sessing the  districts  of  Shellmrne  and 
Conway  the  sum  of  four  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  tenpence,  being  part  of  the 
sum  set  on  Deertield,  last  year,  for  pay 
of  their  representative,  and  which  ought 
to  have  been  set  on  said  Deerfield  and 
the  two  districts  above  mentioned,  in 
proportion  to  their  province  tax;  viz., 
on  Shelburne,  two  pounds  ten  shillings 
and  fourpence,  and  on  Conway,  thirty- 
seven  shilUngs  and  sixpence  [1769-70, 
chap.  5,  ^$6,  7  and  8],    .        .        .        . 

Chapter  8.  An  act  for  supplying  the  treasury  with  the 
sum  of  seventy -six  thousand  pounds,  to 
be  thence  issued  for  discharging  the 
public  debts,  and  drawing  the  same 
into  the  treasury  again  [1749-50,  chap. 
19 ;  1761-62,  chap.  23] ,  . 

Chapter  9.  An  act  for  repealing  the  several  laws  now 
in  force,  which  relate  to  the  limitation 
of  personal  actions,  and  for  the  limita- 
tion of  personal  actions  for  the  future, 
and  for  avoiding  suits  at  law  [1692-93, 
chap.  42,  ^  9 ;  1693,  chap.  7,^2;  1693- 
94,  chap.  2 ;  1698,  chap.  10,  ^  13  ;  1700-1, 
chap.  6,  5  2;  1718-19,  chap.  10;  1723- 
24,  chap.  1;  1740-41,  chap.  4;  1748-49, 
chap.  17;  1752-53,  chap.  1;  1753-54, 
chap.  34;  1755-56,  chap.  22;  1757-58, 
chap.  9;  1759-60,  chap.  15;  1761-62, 
chap.  41 ;  1766-67,  chap.  20] , 

Chapter  10.  An  act  to  exempt  the  people  called  Quak- 
ers and  Antipedobaptists  from  paying 
taxes  for  the  support  of  ministers  settled 
by  the  laws  of  this  province,  and  for  the 
building  and  repairing  meeting-houses, 
or  places  of  public  worship,  where  such 
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113  ''  Chapter  11. 


114 


115 


115 


116 


116 


117 

118 
119 


121 


Chapter  12. 


mhiisters  officiate  [1757-58,  chap.  20; 
1768,  chap.  5], 

An  act  for  reviving  and  continning  an  act, 
intituled  "  An  act  for  allowing  necessary 
supplies  to  the  eastern  Indians,  and  for 
regulating  trade  with  them,  and  pre- 
venting abuses  therein  "  [1764-65,  chap. 
30] '       .        .        . 

An  act  for  impowering  the  commissioners 
and  assignees  of  the  estates  of  concealed 
and  absconding  debtors,  and  all  others 
concerned,  to  compleat  the  business  as- 
signed them  by  an  act  made  and  passed 
in  the  thirty-tu-st  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  majesty  King  George  the  Second, 
intitled  "  An  act  providing  remedy  for 
bankrupts  and  their  creditors  "  [1757-58, 
chap.  12;    1760-61,  cbap.  16], 

An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  an  act 
intitled  "An  act  for  estaljlishing  and 
regulating  the  fees  of  the  several  offi- 
cers, within  this  province,  hereafter 
mentioned"  [1764-65,  chap.  26],    . 

An  act  for  annexing  to,  and  incorporating 
with,  the  district  of  Lenox,  in  the  county 
of  Berkshire,  a  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants living  on  grants  of  land  adjoining 
to  the  said  district,  and  their  lands, 

An  act  for  setting  oif  Nathaniel  Littlcfield 
and  Ainariah  Harris,  of  the  south  pre- 
cinct in  Stoughton,  with  their  lands, 
from  said  south  precinct  in  Stoughton, 
and  annexing  the  same  to  the  north  pre- 
cinct in  Bridgwater,         .... 

An  act  for  enabling  tlie  proprietors  of  a 
tract  of  land  cailed  the  Lisburn  Pro- 
priety, to  raise  money  for  making  rec- 
ompence  to  sundry  proprietors  who  had 
their  supposed  rights  cut  off,  in  part,  by 
the  late  run  [n]  ing  of  the  lines  of  the 
town  [s]  of  New  Salem  and  Shutesbury ; 
and  for  paying  other  proprietary  debts 
and  charges,  and  for  enabling  them  to 
levy  and  collect  the  same. 

An  act  to  enable  the  assessors  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Hubbardston  to  collect  the  taxes 
granted  on  the  lands  in  said  Hubbards- 
ton [1767-68,  chap.  2,^  3],     . 

An  act  to  enable  the  proprietoi's  of  the 
town  of  Westminster  to  collect  certain 
taxes, 

An  act  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Sherbourn,  in  the  county  of 
Nantucket,  to  choose  a  collector  to  col- 
lect the  several  rates  or  taxes,  not  col- 
lected, in  a  list  of  province  taxes,  set  on 
said  town,  committed  to  Thomas  Arther, 
a  delinquent  collector  for  the  year[s] 
one  thousand  seven  huncked  and  sixty- 
five,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-six, 
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Chapter  20.  An  act  to  authorize  and  impower  the  north 
parish  in  the  town  of  Haverhill  to  grant 
certain  land  to  the  Uev'd  (iyles  Merrill, 
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Chapter  21.  An  act  for  regulating  the  alewive  fishery 
in  the  town  of  Pembroke, 

Chapter  22.  An  act  for  erecting  the  northerly  part  of 
the  town  of  llatiield,  in  the  county  of 
Hampshire,  into  a  town  by  the  name  of 
Whately 

Chapter  23.  An  act  to  erect  the  district  of  Princetown 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Princeton 
[1759-60,  chap.  6] ,  .... 

Chapter  24.  An  act  for  erecting  the  westerly  part 
of  the  town  of  Hatfield,  in  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  into  a  district  by  the 
name  of  Williamsburg  [1712-13,  chap. 
JJ ,    .        .        .        . 

Chapter  25.  An  act  for  repealing  and  making  void  an 
actintit[?<]led  "An  act  for  discontinuing 
two  of  the  courts,  and  for  altering  the 
time  of  holding  one  of  the  courts  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  in- 
ferior courts  of  common  pleas,  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,"  made 
and  passed  in  the  seventh  year  of  his 
majesty's  reign;  and  for  altering  the 
time  of  holding  the  court  of  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  and  inferior  court  of 
common  pleas,  in  said  county ;  and  for 
establishing  two  more  courts  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  and  inferior  court 
of  common  pleas,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Bcrkshu-e,  for  the  future 
[1766-67,  chap.  14],         .        .        .        . 

Chapter  26.  An  act  for  setting  of  *  John  Holbrook  and 
others,  of  Uxbridge,  with  their  lands, 
to  the  south  precinct  in  aj  endon,   . 

Chapter  27.  An  act  for  incorporating  a  certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  mto  a 
township  by  the  name  of  Ilallowell, 

Chapter  28.  An  act  to  [ej  [/]mpower  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Dartmouth  to  regulate 
the  taking  of  fish,  within  the  harbom's 
and  coves  of  said  township  of  Dart- 
mouth  

Chapter  29.  An  act  to  enable  the  px-oprietors  of  the 
great  bridge  over  York  Iliver,  in  the  first 
parish  in  said  town,  to  take  toll  for  the 
repair  and  amendment  thereof, 

Chapter  30.  An  act  for  incorporating  a  certain  tract  of 
land  called  Pondtown,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  into  a  township  ))y  the  name  of 
Winthrop, 

Chapter  31.  An  act  for  charging  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire with  the  cost  and  expeuce  of  erect- 
ing and  maintaining  a  imdge,  over  Ware 
River,  in  the  road  in  tiae  district  of 
Ware,  in  the  said  county  of  Hampshire, 
lately  laid  out,  leading  from  the  great 
road  in  the  said  Ware,  called  the  Bay 
Road,  to  the  gieat  road  in  Western,  in 
the  comity  of  Worcester,  called  the  post 

'  road  from  Springfield  to  Boston;  the 

said  road,  lately  laid  out,  being  partly 
in  the  said  county  of  Ilampshu'e,  and 
partly  in  the  said  county  of  Worcester, 

Chapter  32.  An  act  to  prevent  the  taking  of  the  fish 
called 'bass,  in  the  river  Parker,  in  the 
town  of  Ncwbmy,  in  a  certain  season  of 
the  year,  .        .        .        ... 
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Chapter  33.  An  act  for  incorporating  a  certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  into  a 
township  by  the  name  of  Vassall- 
borough, 

Chapter  34.  An  act  for  incorporatiiii?  a  certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  into  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Winslow, 

Cha^  ter  35.  An  act  for  building  and  maintaining  a 
lighthouse  or  houses  on  Thatcher's 
Island  [or]  \on\  the  mainland  of  Cape 
Ann  [1715-16,  chap.  4],  . 
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1771-72.— First  Session. 

Chapter  1.  An  act  for  annexing  certain  lands,  lying 
in  the  town  of  Bclcherstown  in  the 
county  of  Hampsbirc,  with  the  inhabi- 
tants thereon,  to  tbetown  of  Greenwich, 
in  the  same  county,         .... 

Chapter  2.  An  act  for  repealing  the  several  acts  rela- 
tive to  the  holding  and  setting  of  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace 
and  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Berks^hii'e,  and  for 
determining  the  times  and  places  for 
holding  the  said  courts  for  the  future 
[1769-70,  chap.  18;    1770-71,  chap.  25], 

Chapter  3.  An  act  for  enquii'ing  into  the  rateable 
estates  of  this  province  [1767-68,  chap. 
15],  ........ 

Chapter  4.  An  act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  meadow,  upland 
and  beach,  caDed  Great  and  Little  Scip- 
uiszet,  in  the  town  of  Falmouth  and 
county  of  Barnstal)le,      .        .        . 

Chapter  5.  An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  or 
laws  of  this  province,  impowering  the 
selectmen  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
towns  to  bind  poor  children  apprentices 
[1740-41,  chap.  20;  1741-42,  chap.  4],    . 

Chapter  6.  An  act  for  erecting  the  new  plantation 
called  Number  Four,  in  the  county  of 
Berkshire,  into  a  town  by  the  name  of 
Gagcborough  [1712-13,  chap.  9;  1761- 
62,  chap.  44],  .        .        . 

Chapter  7.  An  act  for  erecting  the  new  plantation 
called  No.  2,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire, 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Partridge- 
field  [1712-13,  chap.  9;  1761-62,  chap. 
44] 

Chapter  8.  An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  an  act 
made  to  pievent  damage  being  done  on 
the  lands  called  Nol)scusset,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Yarmouth  [1757-58,  chap.  6],    . 

Chapter  9.  An  act  for  erecting  two  puhlick  magazmes 
for  the  safe  keeping  of  powder ;  the  one 
in  the  town  of  Boston,  and  the  other  in 
the  town  of  Watertown, 


Second  Session. 

Chapter  10.  An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the 
sum  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds 
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Chapter  11.  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  intitled  "  An 
act  for  establishing  and  regulating  the 
fees  of  the  several  officers,  within  this 
province,  hereafter  mentioned"  [1764- 
65,  chap.  26J 

Chapter  12.  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  intituled  "  An 
act  for  granting  unto  his  majesty  several 
rates  and  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage 
of  shipping  "  [1770-71,  chap.  2] ,     . 

Chapter  13.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  made  in  the 
fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
majesty,  intitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  oysters  in  the  several 
bays  and  rivers,  hereafter  mentioned, 
within  this  province"  [1764-65,  chap. 
25], 

Chapter  14.  An  act  to  determine  the  share  which  the 
polls  in  the  district  of  Greenfield  shall 
pay  to  the  sums  to  be  assessed,  in  the 
said  district,  for  the  tim6»  therein  lim- 
ited,          

Chapter  15.  An  act  to  prevent  any  persons  obstructing 
the  fish  in  their  passing  up  Spruce 
Creek,  so  called,  in  a  branch  of  Piscata- 
qua  River,  that  flows  into  the  town  of 
Kittery,  and  taking  and  catching  them 
therein  with  seines,         .... 

Chapter  16.  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  intitled  "  An 
act  for  allowing  necessary  supplies  to 
the  eastern  Indians,  and  for  regulating 
trade  with  them  and  for  preventing 
abuses  therein  "  [1764-65,  chap.  30] , 

Chapter  17.  An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  sundiy 
laws  that  arc  expired  or  near  expiring 
[1739-40,  chap.  8;  1740-41,  chap.  15; 
1742-43,  chap.  4;  1742-43,  chap.  11; 
1742-43,  chap.  25;  1743-44,  chap.  6; 
1743-44,  chap.  14;  1744-45,  chap.  27; 
1746-47,  chap.  27;  1750-51,  chap.  21; 
1750-51,  chap.  22;  1753-54,  chap.  14; 
1754-55,  chap.  21;  1754-55,  chap.  26; 
1755-56,  chap.  9;  1756-57,  chap.  28; 
1756-57,  chap.  31;  1758-59,  chap.  6; 
1758-59,  chap.  33;  1759-60,  chap.  38; 
1760-61,  chap.  35;  1761-62,  chap.  5; 
1764-65,  chap.  7;  1764-65,  chap.  10; 
1769-70,  chap.  7] , 

Chapter  18.  An  act  to  appoint  commissaries  to  settle 
a  line  of  jurisdiction  between  this  prov- 
ince and  the  province  of  New  York, 

Chapter  19.  An  act  for  incorporating  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  in  the  west  parish  of  Rox- 
bury,  with  their  estates,  into  a  distinct 
parish  or  precinct, 

Chapter  20.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  the  town  of  Boston, 

Chapter  21.  An  act  to  incorporate  Jonathan  Gardner, 
jun'r,  and  others  tberein  named,  into  a 
society  by  the  name  of  the  Marine  Soci- 
ety at  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  iu 
the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
in  New  England, 

Chapter  22.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  settlement  of  the  bounds, 
and  defreying  of  the  publick  and  neces- 
sary charges  arising  within  each  respec- 
tive county  in  this  province,"  made  and 
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passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  William  and  Queen  Marv 
[1692-93,  chap.  27],         .        .        .      ', 
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1772-73.  —  FmsT  Session. 

Chapter  1.  An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace 
and  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  [1769- 
70,  chap  18], 

Chapter  2.  An  act  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace, 
and  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  in 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  from  the 
third  Tuesday  of  April,  and  third  Tues- 
day of  October,  to  the  last  Tuesday  of 
March,  and  the  last  Tuesday  of  Octo- 
ber annually ;  and  for  establishing  one 
other  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  and  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas,  to  be  held  in  said  county,  annu- 
ally, for  the  future  [1769-70,  chap. 
18] 

Chapter  3.  An  act  for  ascertaining  and  limiting  a 
time  for  the  retm-n  of  executions  that 
have,  or  may  be,  issued  by  the  treasuier 
or  receiver  -  general  of  this  province, 
against  any  delinquent  or  defective  con- 
stable or  collector, 

Chapter  4.  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  explanatory  of, 
the  several  laws  already  made  relating 
to  the  removal  of  poor  persons  out  of 
the  towns  whereof  they  are  not  inhabi- 
tants [1692-93,  chap.  28,  $  10 ;  1766-67, 
chap.  17.  §  1] 

Chapter  5.  An  act  for  erecting  the  north  part  of  the 
town  of  Uxbridge,  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  into  a  district  by  the  name 
of  Northbridge, 

Chapter  6.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  proprietors  of 
Boston  Pier,  otherwise  called  the  Long 
Wharf,  in  the  town  of  Boston, 

Chapter  7.  An  act  for  annexing  certain  lands  lying  in 
the  town  of  Harwich,  in  the  county  of 
Barnstable,  called  Puatnamicut,  with 
the  inhabitants  thereon,  to  the  town  of 
Eastham  in  tbe  same  county. 

Chapter  8.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intitled  "An 
act  to  prevent  fraud  in  cord- wood  ex- 
posed to  sale  "  [1705-6,  chap.  8,  ^  1],    . 

Chapter  9.  An  act  for  confirming  the  titles  and  quiet- 
ing the  possessions  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  town  of  Townshend, 

Chapter  10.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  plantation 
called  Narragansct  Number  One,  in  the 
cotmty  of  York,  into  a  town  by  the 
name  of  Buxton, 

Chapter  11.  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  in  explanation 
of,  an  act  intitled  "  An  act  for  incorpo- 
rating the  southerly  part  of  Rutland  and 
the  northerly  part  of  Leicester,  in  the 
cotmty  of  Worcester,  into  a  district  by 
the  name  of  Paxton  "  [1764-65,  chap. 
18,  $1] 


1772. 


April    25, 


July      14, 


July      14, 


July      14, 


July      14, 


July 

14, 

July 

14, 

July 

14, 

July 

14, 

July 

14, 

July      14, 


July      14, 
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207 

208 
209 


212 


212 


213 

214 

215 


216 
217 


218 


219 


1772-73.  —  First  Session  —  Con. 

Chapter  12.  An  act  to  enable  slieriffs,  deputy  sheriffs, 
coroners  and  their  deputies,  and  consta- 
bles, to  malie  sale  of  goods  and  chat- 
tels taken  by  execution, .... 

Chapter  13.  An  act  for  supplying  the  treasury  with 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred 
pounds, 

Chapter  14.  An  act  to  enable  the  province  treasurer  to 
issue  his  warrants  to  the  assessors  of 
the  several  towns,  districts  and  other 
places  within  this  province,  agreably 
to  the  valuation  and  apportionment 
agreed  upon  by  the  house  of  representa- 
tives at  the  session  of  the  general  court 
in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-two  [1770-71,  chap.  8,  §  6; 
1730,  chap.  1], 

Chapter  15.  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  intituled  "An 
act  for  establishing  and  regulating  the 

'  fees  of  the  several  officers,  within  this 
province,  hereafter  mentioned  "  [1764-65, 
chap.  26] , 

Chapter  16.  An  act  to  amend  and  carry  into  execution 
an  act  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  his 
present  majesty's  reign,  intitled  "An 
act  for  raising  by  lottery  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  two  hundred  pounds,  for 
building  another  hall  for  the  students  of 
Harvard  College  to  dwell  in  "  [1765-66, 
chap.  21], 

Chapter  17.  An  act  for  regulating  town  meetings  in  the 
town  of  Danvers, 

Chapter  18.  An  act  to  prevent  the  currency  of  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  governments  of  New 
York,  New  Jersey  and  Nova  Scotia,     . 

Chapter  19.  An  act  for  granting  a  tax  of  twopence 
per  acre,  for  one  year  next  to  come,  and 
[of]  [/or]  one  penny  per  acre,  for  a 
second  year  next  to  come,  on  all  the 
lands  in  the  district  of  Hubbardston  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  and  for  sub- 
jecting the  lands  of  such  of  the  proprie- 
tors as  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said 
taxes,  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  thereof. 

Chapter  20.  An  act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  oys- 
ters in  Charles  and  Mistick  Rivers, 

Chapter  21 .  An  act  for  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  per 
acre,  yearly,  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
successively,  on  all  the  unimproved 
lands  in  the  district  of  Shelburne,  in 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  for  sub- 
jecting the  lands  of  such  of  the  proprie- 
tors as  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said 
tax,  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  thereof. 

Chapter  22.  An  act  making  provision  for  tlie  collection 
of  a  residue  of  certaiu  assessments  of 
the  town  and  second  parish  in  Scar- 
borough, in  the  county  of  Cumberland 
[1730,  chap.  1] , 

Chapter  23.  An  act  for  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny 
half-penny  per  acre,  yearly,  for  the  term 
of  five  years,  successively,  on  all  the 
non-resident  proprietors'  lands  in  the 
town  of  Ashby,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, and  for  subjecting  the  lands  of  such 
of  the  proprietors  as  neglect  or  refuse  to 
pay  the  said  tax,  to  be  sold  for  the  pay- 
ment thereof, 


1772. 

July      14, 
July      14, 


July      14, 


July      14, 


July        2, 
July      14, 

July      14, 


July      14, 
July      14, 


July      14, 


July      14, 


April  25, 1772. 


March  1, 1776. 
April  30, 1773. 


Nor.  11,1775. 


July      14, 
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220 
221 


224 


225 


226 


227 


228 


230 

231 

232 

234 

235 
236 


1772-73.  —  First  Session. 

Chapter  24.  An  act  for  continuing  sundry  laws  that 
are  near  expiring  [1769-70,  chap.  13; 
1770-71,  chap.  12j,  .        .        .        . 

Chapter  25.  An  act  for  the  subjecting  the  inhabitants 
of  a  part  of  the  town  of  Danvers,  called 
the  neck  of  land,  hereafter  de>cril)ed,  to 
the  charge  of  maintaining  and  support- 
ing certain  bridges  and  highways,  . 

Second  Session. 

Chapter  26.  An  act  for  establishing  a  line  of  iurisdic- 
tion  between  the  county  of  SufFolli  and 
the  count  [y]  [ie]  s  of  Plymouth  and  Bris- 
tol, so  far  as  the  line  hei'eafter  described 
shall  extend, 

Chapter  27.  An  act  to  iinpower  the  major  part  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  of  tlie  town  of  Bos- 
ton, and  the  major  part  of  the  selectmen 
of  the  said  town,  to  lay  out  a  street  from 
Middle  Street  to  Aiin  Street  in  said 
town ;  and  also  to  rei)eal  and  set  aside 
what  was  done  by  the  major  part  of  the 
justices  of  the  said  town,  together  with 
the  selectmen,  relative  to  the  laying  out 
of  a  street  in  the  same  place,  in  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  [1727-28,  chap.  1,  H  1  and  2] ,    . 

Chapter  28.  An  act  for  granting  two  strips  or  pieces  of 
the  province  land  lying  on  the  west  side 
of  Governor's  Alley,  so  called,  in  Bos- 
ton, towards  widening  said  alley,  . 

Chapter  29.  An  act  for  dividing  the  town  of  "Pownal- 
borough  into  two  distinct  precincts,  by 
the  name  of  the  West  Precinct  and  East 
Precinct 

Chapter  30.  An  act  to  make  provision  for  the  assessing 
the  monies  upon  the  lands  of  the  pro- 
prietors in  the  township  of  Ashtield,  in 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  which  are  due 
from  the  said  proprietors,  to  defray  the 
charges  hereatter  mentioned,  and  to 
provide  a  method  for  the  collecting  and 
levying  of  the  same  [1761-62,  chap.  44; 
1765-G7,  chap   13,  (J  3 J,    . 

Chapter  31.  An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  in- 
titled  "  An  act  for  the  orderly  con- 
summating of  marriages,"  made  and 
passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  their  late 
majesties  King  \Viliiam  and  Queen 
Mary  [1692-93,  chap.  25] ,       .        .        . 

Chapter  32.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intituled  "  An 
act  to  limitand  direct  in  suing  out  execu- 
tions upon  judgments  of  courts  "  [1741- 
42,  chap.  22] , 

Chapter  33.  An  act  for  securing  the  seasonable  pay- 
ment of  town,  district,  and  precinct, 
rates  or  assessments,       .... 

Chapter  34.  An  act  for  conlirming  the  titles  and  quieting 
the  possessions  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
towns  of  Lunenburgh  and  Fitchburgh,  . 

Chapter  35.  An  act  to  enable  the  town  of  Westminster 
to  collect  certain  taxes,   .        •        .        . 

Chapter  36.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  west  part  of 
the  town  of  Great  Harrington,  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  into  a  district  by 
the  name  of  Alford,        .... 


1772. 


July      14, 


July      14, 


March    6, 


March    6, 


March     6, 


Feb.      27, 


March  6, 

March  6, 

March  6, 

March  6, 

Feb.  16, 

March  4, 

Feb.  16, 


Aug.  24,  1775. 
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248 
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250 
250 

251 

252 
253 

254 

256 
258 


1772-73. — Second  Session  —  Con. 

Chapter  37.  An  act  for  erecting  a  township  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  at  a  plantation 
called  Tyringliam  Equivalent,  liy  the 
name  of  Loiidun, 

Chapter  38.  An  act  to  prevent  and  discourajie  the  in- 
habitants of  this  and  the  nt'ighbouring 
governments  from  giving  large  credit  to 
the  Indians  iiiliahiting,  or  who  shall  be 
hereafter  inhabitants,  within  the  town  of 
Stockbridge, 

Chapter  39.  An  act  for  setting  off  certain  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  town  of  Princeton,  in  the 
county  of  Worcester  [1770-71,  chap.  23] , 

Chapter  40.  An  act  for  annexing  certain  lands  to^the 
town  of  Great  Barrington,  in  the  county 
of  Berkshire, 

Chapter  41.  An  act  for  annexing  sundry  persons,  in- 
habitants of  the  first  precinct  in  the 
town  of  IMarsbfield,  with  their  estates, 
to  the  second  precinct  in  said  town, 

Chapter  42.  An  act  for  estalilishing  and  regulating  the 
fees  of  the  several  officers,  within  this 
province,  hereafter  mentioned  [1764-65, 
chap  26] , 

Chapter  43.  An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred pounds, 

Chapter  44.  An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  goods  at 
public  vendue,  and  to  limit  the  number 
of  auctioneers, 

Chapter  45.  An  act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  sal- 
mcm  and  other  i\^\x  in  Merrimack  River, 
within  this  province,        .... 

Chapter  46.  An  act  to  impower  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Kochester,  in  the  county  of 
Plimouth,  to  regulate  the  taking  of  fish 
within  the  harbours  and  coves  of  said 
township, 

Chapter  47.  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  intitled  "An 
act  for  grantinif  unto  his  majesty  sev- 
eral rates  and  duties  of  imjiost  and  ton- 
nage of  shipping"  [1770-71,  chap.  2],   . 

Chapter  48.  An  act  for  regulating  the  alewive  fishery 
in  the  town  of  Halifax,  in  the  county  of 
Plimouth, 

Chapter  49.  An  act  for  impowering  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  in  the  town  of 
Great  Barrington,  to  raise,  assess,  levy 
and  collect  monies  for  the  support  of 
their  minister  or  missionary,  and  for 
other  pious  purposes 

Chapter  50.  An  act  to  enable  and  impower  the  inhabi- 
tants of  new  plantations  within  this 
province,  enjoined  and  subjected  l)y  law, 
or  that  nuiy  hereafter  be  enjoined,  and 
subjected,  to  pay  province  and  county 
taxes,  to  assess,  levy  and  collect  the 
same, 

Chapter  51.  An  act  to  jirevent  tlie  destmetion  of  ale- 
wives  and  other  fish  in  Ipswich  Iliver, 
and  to  encourage  the  increase  of  the 
same,    .  

Chapter  52.  An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  sundry 
laws  that  are  expired,  or  near  expiring 
[1736-37,  chap.  4;  1738-39,  chap.  25; 
1739-40,  chap.  12;  1740-41,  chap.  20; 
1741-42,  chap.    4;   1742-43,  chap.   16; 


1773. 

Feb.  27, 

March  6, 

March  6, 

Feb.  16, 

Feb.  16, 

Feb.  26, 

Feb.  27, 

Feb.  27, 

March  6, 

March  6, 

March  6, 

Feb.  27, 

Feb.  19, 

March  6, 

March  6, 


1774. 
April     13, 


June       1, 


Not.     1, 1776. 

March  6,1775. 
April    1,1775. 

April  10,  1776. 

June  10,1774. 
March  1, 1778. 

March  1,  1776. 

March  31, 1783. 
April  15, 1776. 
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1772-73.  —  Second  Session  —  Con. 


1742-43,  chap, 
1742-43,  chap. 
1746-47,  chap. 
1746-47,  chap. 
1751-52,  chap, 
1755-56,  chap. 
1759-60,  chap. 
1761-62,  chap. 
1762-63,  chap. 
1764-65,  chap 
1770-71,  chap. 


,  19;  1742-43,  chap.  20 
,  27;  1743-44,  chap.  23 
,  11;  1746-47,  chap.  10 
.  18;  174S-49,  chap.  13 
.  17;   1751-52,  chap.   19 

39;  1756-57,  chap.  32 
,  32;  1761^62,  chap.  26 
,    31;    1762-63,   chap.   5 

18;  1762-63,  chap.  27 
.  30;  1770-71,  chap.  3 
4] 


291 
291 


293 

293 
295 

296 

297 

298 
299 

300 


1773-74.  —  First  Session. 

Chapter  1.  An  act  for  furnishing  tlie  militia  of  tliis 
province  with  twelve  brass  field-pieces. 

Chapter  2.  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  explanatory  of, 
an  act  intitlcd  ''An  act  to  empower  a 
major  part  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  the  major 
part  of  the  selectmen  of  the  said  town, 
to  lay  out  a  street  from  Middle  Street  to 
Ann  Street  in  said  town;  and  also  to 
repeal  and  set  aside  what  was  done  by  a 
major  part  of  the  justices  of  said  town, 
together  with  the  selectmen,  relative  to 
the  laying  out  a  street  in  the  same 
place,  m  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven"  [1772-73,  chap. 
27], 

Chapter  3.  An  act  for  incorporating  a  certain  tract  of 
land  on  the  westerly  side  of  Penobscot 
Bay,  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Belfast, 

Chapter  4.  An  act  for  incorporating  a  plantation 
called  Broadbay,  into  a  town  by  the 
name  of  Waldoborough, 

Chapter  5.  An  act  to  incorporate  Jonathan  Glover, 
and  others  therein  named,  into  a  soci- 
ety by  the  name  of  the  Marine  Society 
at  Marblchead,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
and  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
in  New  England, 

Chapter  6.  An  act  for  annexing  two  certain  tracts  of 
land  lying  without  the  bounds  of  any 
town,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  to 
the  town  of  Northfield,  in  the  county  of 
Hampshire,     .        .        .        .    '    . 

Chapter  7.  An  act  for  erecting  the  easterly  part  of  the 
town  of  Murrayfield,  in  the  county  of 
Hampshire,  into  a  sei)arate  district  by 
the  name  of  Norwich,     .... 

Chapter  8.  An  act  for  setting  off  certain  persons  and 
estates  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the 
first  precinct  in  Roxbury,  to  the  third 
precinct  in  the  said  town. 

Chapter  9.  An  act  for  supplying  the  treasury  with  the 
sum  of  thirteen  thousand  i)ounds,  to  be 
thence  issued  for  the  discharging  the 
debts  of  government  [1749-50,  chap.  19; 
1761-62,  chap.  23] , 

Chapter  10.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  made  and 
passed  in  the  i)resent  year  of  his  maj- 
esty's reign,  intitled  "  An  act  to  regulate 
the  sale  of  goods  at  public  vendue,  and 
to  limit  the  number  of  auctioneers" 
[1772-73,  chap.  44] 


1773. 


March     6, 


June      29, 


March  1,  1779. 


June  29, 

June  29, 

June  29, 

June  29, 

June  29, 

June  29, 

Jime  29, 

June  29, 

Jane  29, 


March  6, 1775. 


1540 


Public  Acts. 

lAst  of  the  Public  Acts — Continued. 


Date 
of  Passage. 


Disallowed 
by  Privy 
Council. 


Expired  or  ba 
effect. 


1773-74.  —  First  Session  —  Con. 

301  Chapter  11.  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  explanation  of, 
an  act,  made  and  passed  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  in- 
titled  "  An  act  for  granting  a  tax  of  one 
penny  halfpenny  per  acre,  yearly,  for 
the  term  of  five  years  successively,  on 
all  the  non-resident  pi'oprietors'  lands  in 
the  town  of  Ashby,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex ;  and  for  suljjecting  the  lands 
of  such  of  the  proprietors  as  neglect  or 
refuse  to  pay  the  said  tax,  to  be  sold  for 
the  payment  thereof  "  [1772-73,  chap. 
23], 

301  Chapter  12.  An  act  for  regnlatim;  lamps  already  set 
up,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  set  up,  for 
enlightniiig  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  or 
passage  ways  in  the  town  of  Boston, 
and  to  prevent  the  breaking  or  other- 
wise damnifying  the  same ;  and  also 
estalilishiiig  the  method  for  paying  the 
expences  that  may  arise  in  supporting 
and  maintaining  said  lamps,  . 

304  Chapter  13.  An  act  impowering  the  assessors  of  the 
town  of  Windbam,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  to  assess,  yearly,  for  [the] 
three  years  next  ensuing,  one  penny 
halfpenny  per  acre  on  every  of  the  hun- 
dred-acre lots  in  said  town  already 
lotted  out,  and  not  otherwise  taxed, 
ministerial-  and  school-lands  in  said 
town,  excepted, 

305  Chapter  14.  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a 
tax  of  twenty  thousand  six  Imndred  and 
twenty-five  pounds ;  and  also  for  assess- 
ing a  tax  of  seven  thousand  and  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings, paid  the  representatives  for  their 
travel  and  attendance  in  the  general 
court,  in  the  years  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  -and 
one  thousand  seven  Inmdred  and 
seventy-two;  also  for  assessing  a  tax 
of  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
pounds,  laid  on  towns  who  have  neg- 
lected sending  some  pers(m  to  represent 
them  in  the  great  and  general  court  in 
either  of  the  years  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-one,  one  thousand 
seven  hundi-ed  and  seventy-two,  and  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
three;  also  for  assessing  the  town  of 
Hull  four  pounds  four  shillings,  being 
the  charge  of  a  committee;  also  the 
town  of  Sherlmrne  in  the  county  of  Nan- 
tucket the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
part  of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  ninety- 
eight  poimds  seven  shillings  and  seven- 
pence,  which  said  town  is  in  arrears 
arising  from  the  deficiency  of  Thomas 
Arthur,  a  defective  collector  of  taxes  for 
the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-five  and  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-six ;  also  the  town 
of  Framingham  the  sura  of  fifty-four 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  threepence, 
being  the  remaining  part  of  the  arrears 


1773. 


June      29, 


June     29, 


Oct.    16,1778. 


June      24, 
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of  the  proportion  of  the  province  tax  set 
on  that  town  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  hitherto 
unpaid  by  reason  of  the  deficiency  of 
Joseph  Butler  a  collector  of  taxes  in  said 
town  that  year ;  and  the  town  of  Taun- 
ton the  sum  of  five  pounds  fourteen  shil- 
lings, being  the  expence  of  a  committee 
to  settle  the  line  between  Taunton  and 
Middleborough ;  and  further  to  assess 
the  town  of  Swanzcy  tlie  sum  of  fifty 
pounds,  being  part  of  what  was  lent 
said  town  in  consideration  of  their 
having  been  visited  with  the  smaL  pox; 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of 
twenty -nine  thousand  four*  and  fifty- 
eight  pounds  six  shillings  and  three- 
pence,        

Second  Session. 

Chapter  15.  An  act  for  altering  the  time  of  holding 
the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court 
of  assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  at 
Charlestown,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex  [1709-70,  chap.  17],      . 

Chapter  16.  An  act  to  enaljlc  persons  to  bring  forward 
and  maintain  actions  of  debt  in  the  ex- 
ecutive courts  within  this  province,  upon 
judgments  recovered  in  the  neighbour- 
ing governments,  and  upon  judgments 
recovered  before  justices  of  the  peace  in 
this  province, 

Chapter  17.  An  act  for  employing  and  providing  for 
the  poor  in  the  town  of  Salem,  and  for 
the  better  regulating  the  workhouse  in 
said  town, 

Chapter  18.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  west  part  of 
the  town  of  Stockbridge,  in  the  county 
of  Berkshire,  intf)  a  district  by  the  name 
of  West  Stockbr.dge,      .... 

Chapter  19.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  easterly  part 
of  the  town  of  Sunderl&iid,  in  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  into  a  town  by  the  name 
of  Leverett, 

Chapter  20.  An  act  for  annexing  certain  lands  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  with  the  inhalii- 
tants  thereon,  to  the  town  of  Wilbraham 
in  said  countj^,  to  do  duties  and  receive 
privileges  there, 

Chapter  21.  An  act  for  incorporating  a  plantation 
called  Freetown  and  Jeremy  Squam 
Island,  into  a  town  by  the  name  of 
Edgc[u][o]mb[e], 

Chapter  22.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  plantation 
called  New  Glocester,  into  a  town  by 
the  name  of  New  Gloucester, 

Chapter  23.  An  act  to  enaliie  the  proprietors  of  the 
lands  in  the  town  of  llichmont,  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  to  int'orce  the  pay- 
ment "of  such  taxes  as  have  been  and 
hereafter  shall  be  granted  by  the  propri- 
etors aforesaid  [1763-64,  chap.  24,  §  1 ; 
1765-66,  chap.  10,  $  2;  1766-67,  chap. 
11 ;  1761-62,  chap.  44] 

Chapter  24.  An  act  in  addition  to  one  act  or  law  of 
this  province,  made  and  passed  in  the 
thirteenth  year  of  his  present  majesty's 


1773. 


Jane     29, 
1774. 


March  4, 

March  4, 

March  8, 

March  9, 

March  5, 

March  9, 

March  5, 

March  8, 

March  5, 


March  10, 1774. 


*  "  Hundred  "  omitted. 


1542 


Public  Acts. 


List  of  the  Public  Acts — Continued. 


334 

335 

337 

339 
341 

342 
343 


344 


345 


1773-74.  —  Second  Session  —  Con. 

reign,  intitled  "An  act  to  make  provi- 
Bion  for  the  assessing  tlie  monies  upon 
the  lands  of  the  proprietors  in  the  town- 
ship of  Ashfield,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, which  are  due  from  the  said  pro- 
prietors, to  defrey  the  charges  hereafter 
mentioned,  and  to  provide  a  metliod  for 
the  collecting  and  levviug  of  the  sauije  " 
[1772-73,  chap.  30 ;  1712-13.  chap.  9] ,   . 

Chapter  25.  An  act  to  enable  the  town  of  Stoughton 
and  the  district  of  8toughtonhara  to  sell 
certain  lands  lying  witiun  the  siiid'  dis- 
trict of  StouglitoDham,  called  ministry 
lands,  lying  near  a  place  called  Cow 
Hill 

Chapter  26.  An  act  for  dividing  the  township  of 
Springfleld,  and  erecting  the  western 
part  thereof  into  a  scpcrate  town  by  the 
name  of  West  Springfield, 

Chapter  27.  An  act  for  erecting  that;  iiart  of  the  town- 
ship of  Springfield  called  Stony  Hill, 
into  a  sepcrate  district  by  the  name  of 
Ludlow, 

Chapter  28.  An  act  for  supplying  the  treasury  with 
three  thousand  pounds  [1749-50,  chap. 
19;  1761-G2,  chap.  23] ,   .        .        .        . 

Chapter  29.  An  act  making  further  provision  for  reg- 
ulating the  alewives  fishery  in  the  town 
of  Bridgwater,  and  for  repealing  an  act, 
made  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  present 
majesty's  reign,  intituled  "  An  act  for 
regulating  the  alcwive  fishery  in  the 
town  of  Bridgwater "  [1770-71,  chap. 
3], 

Chapter  30.  An  act  to  prevent  neat  cattle,  horses, 
sheep,  goats  and  swine  from  going  at 
large  upon  the  island  of  Chabequidick 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year ;  and  for 
preventing  other  trespasses  being  done 
on  any  of  the  Indian  lands  on  said 
island,  for  the  future,      .... 

Chapter  31.  An  act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  Stow, 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  so  often  as 
it  shall  be  thought  necessary  for  them, 
to  raise  money  tor  the  use  of  said  pro- 
prietors, and  to  tux  and  asses  [s]  the 
original  jjroprietors  of  said  town  and 
their  heirs,  in  equal  proportion  to  their 
interest  when  the  first  lotts  weie  divided 
and  drawn ;  and  to  enaljle  the  present 
collector  of  said  proprietors  to  raise 
monies  already  granted  ami  assessed  by 
and  on  said  proprietors,  .        .        . 

Chapter  32.  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  for  rendering 
more  eflectual,  an  act  passed  in  the 
seventh  year  of  liis  present  majesty's 
reign,  intit[M]led  "An  act  in  ad[dJition 
to  several  aits  to  jirevent  the  destruction 
of  salmon  and  other  fish  in  Merrimack 
Iliver,  within  this  province"  [1766-67, 
chap.  13], 

Chapter  33.  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  intit[M]led 
"An  act  to  impower  the  inhaljitants  of 
the  town  of  Dartmouth  to  regulate  the 
taking  of  fish  within  the  harbours  and 
coves  of  said  township  of  Dartmouth" 
[1770-71,  chap.  28] 
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Chapter  34.  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  intit  [m]  led 
"An  act  for  granting  unto  his  majesty 
several  rates  and  duties  of  impost  and 
tonnage  of  shipping  "  [1770-71,  chap.  2] , 


1774.  —  First  Session. 

Chapter  1.  An  act  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  records 
of  the  proprietors  of  lands  brought  to 
severalty,  which  had  been  l)etore  held  in 
common  [1692-3,chap  '28,  6  3 ;  1712-13, 
chap.  9,  §  1] 

Chapter  2.  An  act  for  maintaining  a  lighthouse  upon 
Brant  Point,  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour of  Nantucket,  ... 

Chapter  3.  An  act  for  incorporating  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  county  of  ^Vorcester,  known  by 
the  name  of  Rutland  District,  into  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Hutchinson, 

Chapter  4.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intituled  "An 
act  for  the  incorporating  the  west  part  of 
the  town  of  Stocki)ridge,  into  a  district 
by  the  name  of  West  stock  bridge," 
made  and  passed  in  the  present  year  of 
his  majesty's  reign  [1773-74,  chap.  18], 

Chapter  5.  An  act  for  supplying  tlie  treasury  with 
the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  for  the  support  of 
government  the  ensuing  vear  [1749-50, 
chap.  19;   1761-62,  chap  23], 

Chapter  6.  An  act  to  exempt  the  iieople  called 
Quakers,  and  Antipedobaptists,  from 
paving  taxes  for  the  support  of  minis- 
ters settled  by  the  laws  of  this  province, 
and  for  the  building  and  repairing  [of] 
meeting-houses  or  places  of  piiblie[k] 
worship  [1770-71,  chap.  10],  . 

Chapter  7.  An  act  for  reviving  and  contiimiug  certain 
laws  that  ai-e  expired,  or  near  expiring 
[1764-65,  chap.  12;  1771-72,  chap.  13], 

Chapter  8.  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a 
tax  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds  ten  shillings ;  and  also 
for  assessing  a  tax  of  two  thousand 
three  hundred  one  pounds  and  tiftccn 
shillings,  paid  the  representatives  for 
their  travel  and  attendance  in  the  gen- 
eral court,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-three ;  ami 
fm'ther  to  assess  the  town  of  Swansey 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  being  part  of 
what  was  lent  said  town  in  con;-idera- 
tion  of  their  having  been  visited  h\  the 
small-pox ;  also  for  assessing  the  town 
of  Sherburne  on  Nantucket,  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  poimds  seven 
shillings  and  scvenpenee,  being  in  full  of 
what  said  town  was  in  arreai's,  arising 
from  the  deficiency  of  Thomas  Arthur, 
a  defective  collector  of  taxes,  for  the 
years  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-five  and  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-six;  and  the  dis- 
trict of  Northbridge  the  sum  of  thirty- 
six  pounds  and  six  shillings,  being  their 
proportion  of  the  tax  last  year  set  on 
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the  town  of  Uxbridge ;  and  the  sum  of 
five  pounds  eighteen  shillings  on  the 
town  of  Barnstable,  foui-  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  threepence  on  the  town  of 
Sandwich,  four  pounds  four  shillings 
and  threepence  on  the  town  of  Yar- 
mouth, three  pounds  eight  shillings  and 
sixpence  on  the  town  of  Eastham,  three 
pounds  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  ou 
the  town  of  Harwich,  two  pounds  and 
nine  shillings  on  the  district  of  Well- 
fleet,  thirty-two  shillings  and  fourpence 
on  the  town  of  Chatham,  two  pounds 
and  one  shilling  on  the  town  of  Truro, 
three  pounds  seven  shillings  and  five- 
pence  on  the  town  of  Falmouth,  being 
their  several  proportions  uf  thirty-one 
pounds  one  shilling  and  threepence,  or- 
dered to  be  paid  !)y  the  county  of  Barn- 
stable to  the  town  of  Plymouth,  and 
the  court's  committee,  for  their  attend- 
ance to  Barnstable ;  and  the  district  of 
Amherst  thkty  pounds  nine  shillmgs 
and  twopence,  being  the  cxpence  of  a 
committee  sent  to  said  district  to  enquire 
into  the  propriety  of  dividing  the  same. 
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Chapter  1.  An  act  to  confirm  and  establish  the  resolves  of  the 
several  provincial  congresses  of  this  colony, 

Chapter  2.  An  act  for  making  and  emitting  of  bills  of  public  credit 
[1777-78,  chap.  13;  1778-79,chap  12;  1779-SO,chap  12], 

Chapter  3.  [^i?**]  act  declaratory  of  the  riglit  of  certain  towns 
and  districts  in  the  colony  of  the  [Massachusetts*] 
Bay,  in  New  England,  to  elect  and  depute  a  repre- 
sentative, or  representatives,  to  serve  for  and  [repre- 
sent </i*]em  in  any  great  and  general  court  or 
assembly  at  any  tiiup  to  be  held" and  kept  for  the 
service  of  the  said  colony  [1G92-3,  chap.  38 ;  1763-64, 
chap.  20,  ^  1  and  2], "     . 

Chapter  4.  An  act  for  removing  from  their  respective  offices  and 
places  all  the  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  belong- 
ing to  this  colony  of  the  Massachuset[<]s  Bay,  in 
New  England,  holding,  or  claiming  to  hold,  their 
respective  offices  or  places  liy  or  under  any  nomina- 
tion, appointment  or  commission  made  or  granted  by 
any  governor  or  lieutenant-governor  of  the  jn'ovince 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  J'-ngland,  either 
with  or  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council 
or  assistants  of  the  said  provmce,  or  liy  the  major 
part  of  the  count  il  or  assistants  of  said  jii  ovince,  in 
the  absence  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor, 
before  the  present  meetmg  of  this  general  court, 

Chapter  5.  [An  act*]  prescribing  the  form  of  an  oath  to  be  taken 
by  all  commission  officers,  both  civil  and  military, 
who  have  been  [co7>t*]  mission ated  for  this  colony 
since  the  nineteenth  day  of  July  last,  or  may  lie  here-  . 
after  commissionatcd,  mitill  tiie  further  order  of  the 
great  and  general  court, 
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Chapter  6.  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  forty- 
six  thousand  pounds,  upon  the  several  towns  and 
other  places  in  this  colony  hereinafter-named,  for  de- 
freying  the  public  charges  and  for  the  support  of  gov- 
ernment,                .'       .        .        . 

Chapter  7.  An  act  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  of  armed  ves- 
sel [1]  s  to  defend  the  sea-coast  of  America,  and  for 
erecting  a  court  to  try  and  condemn  all  vessel  [1]  s 
that  shall  be  found  infesting  the  same  [1759-60, 
chap.  29] 

Chapter  8.  An  act  impowering  the  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  within  this  colony  to  grant  licences  to  innhold- 
ers  and  retailers,  in  certain  cases,        .... 

Third  Session. 

Chapter   9.    An  act  for  making  and  emitting  bills  of  public  credit,  . 

Chapter  10.  An  act  for  forming  and  regulating  tlie  militia  within 
the  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England, 
and  for  repealing  all  the  laws  heretofore  made  for 
that  purpose,  .        .        .        .        . 

Chapter  11.  An  act  for  altering  the  places  appointed  by  law  for 
holding  the  superio[M]r  court  of  judicature,  court  of 
assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex;  and  also  for  altei'ingthe  places 
for  holding  some  of  the  courts  of  geneml  sessions  of 
the  peace,  and  iuferiour  courts  of  common  pleas, 
within  said  county  [1773-74,  chap.  15;  1769-70  chap. 
18], 

Chapter  12.  An  act  for  altering  the  place  by  law  appointed  for  hold- 
ing the  siiperio[?<]r  court  of  judicature,  court  of 
assize  and  general  goal  delivery,  and  the  courts  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  inferio[j<]r  courts 
of  commiin  pleas,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk [1769-70,  chap.  17;  1769-70,  ciiap.  18], 

Chapter  13.  An  act  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  Falmouth  to  sup- 
port prosecutions  against  persons  who  have  in  their 
possession  goods  taken  from  said  inhabitants  during 
the  late  fire  there, 

Chapter  14.  An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  sundry  laws  that 
are  expired,  and  near  expiring  ['i737-38,  chap.  8; 
1737-38,  chap.  9;  1739-40,  chap.  8;  1740-41,  chap. 
15;  1740-41,  chap.  19;  1740-41,  chap.  23;  1741-42, 
chap.  1 ;  1741-42,  chap.  r> ;  1742-43,  chap.  4 ;  1742- 
43,  chap.ni;  1742-43,  chap.  17;  1742-43,  chap.  25; 
1742-43,  chap.  28;  1742-43,  chap.  13;  1743-44,  chap. 
6;  1744-45,  chap.  25;  1744-45.  chap.  26;  1744-45, 
chap.  27;  1745-46,  chap.  7;  1745-46,  chap.  16;  1746- 
47,  chap.  6;  1746-47,  chap.  17;  1746-47,  chap.  26; 
1746-47,  chap.  27;  1746-47,  chap.  28;  1747-48,  chap. 
3;  1747-48,  chap.  7 ;  1748-49,  chap.  9;  1748-49,  chap. 
12;  1748-49,  chap.  14;  1748-49,  chap.  18;  1749-50, 
chap.  3;  1749-50,  chap.  6 ;  1749-50,  chap.  7 ;  1749-50, 
chap.  13;  1749-50,  chap.  22;  1749-50,  chap.  23; 
1749-50,  chap.  27;  1749-50,  chap  24;  1750-51,  chap. 
5;  1749-50,  chap  12;  1750-51,  chap.  21;  1750-51, 
chap.  22 ;  1752-53,  chap.  12 ;  1752-53,  chap.  13 ;  1752- 
53.  chap.  18;  1752-53,  chap.  20;  1753-54,  chap.  9; 
1753-54,  chap.  29 ;  1753-54,  chap.  44 ;  1754-55,  chap. 
21;  1754-55,  chap.  26;  1755-56,  chap.  9;  1755-56, 
chap.  43;  1756-57,  chap.  28;  1756-57,  chap.  31; 
1757-58.  chap.  5;  1757-58,  chap.  10;  1757-58,  chap. 
11;  1758-59,  chap.  6;  1758-59,  chap.  18;  1758-59, 
chap.  33;  1758-59,  cnap  37 ;  1758-59,  chap.  17  ;  1759- 
60,  chap.  21;  1759-60,  cliap  29;  1759-60  chap.  38; 
1760-61,  chap.  13;  1760-61.  chap.  19;  1760-61,  chap. 
35;   1760-61,  chap.  28;   1761-62,  chap.  5;   1761-02, 
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chap.  14;  1761-62,  chap.  16;  1762-63,  chap.  13; 
1762-63,  chai).  19;  1762-63,  chap.  26;  1763-64,  chap. 
3;  1763-64, 'chap.  18;  1764-65,  chap.  7;  1764-65, 
chap.  10;  1764-65,  chap.  24;  1764-65,  chap.  25; 
1764-65,  chap.  34 ;  1765-66,  chap.  12;  1765-66,  chap. 
20;  1765-66,  chap.  19;  1765-66,  chap.  30;  1766-67, 
chap.  17 ;  1766-67,  chap.  16 ;  1766-67,  chap.  13 ;  1767- 
68,  chap.  10;  1767-68,  chap.  16;  1767-68,  chap.  13; 
1767-68,  chap.  17;  1769-70,  chap.  7;  1769-70,  chap. 
13;  1769-70,  chap.  14;  1770-71,  chap.  21;  1770-71, 
chap.  32;  1771-72,  chap.  15;  1772-73,  chap.  17  ;  1772- 
73,  chap.  20;  1772-73,  chap.  44;  1772-73,  chap.  45; 
1772-73,  chap.  46;  1772-73,  chap.  51  J, 

Chapter  15.  An  act  for  encouraging  the  tixins  out  of  armed  vessels 
to  defend  the  sea-coast  of  America,  and  for  erecting 
a  court  to  try  and  condemn  all  vessels  that  shall  be 
found  infesting  the  same  [1775-76,  chap.  7;  1759-60, 
chap.  29] ,      . 

Chapter  16.  An  act  for  the  carrying  into  execution  a  resolve  of  the 
American  Congress,  for  ascertaining  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  this  colony,    .        .        . 

Fourth  Session. 

Chapter  17.  An  act  for  [repeali)i*]g  an  act  made  and  pas  [serf  bij 
^]  he  gi-eat  and  general  cou[r<  at*]  tbeir  session  iii 
February  last,  intitled  [ "  An*\  act  for  encourag- 
ing the  fixing  out  of  armed  vessels  to  defend  the  sea- 
coast  of  America,  and  for  erecting  a  court  to  try  and 
condenm  all  vessels  that  shall  be  found  infesting  the 
same"  [1775-76,  chap.  15;  1775-76,  chap.  7J,    . 

Chapter  18.  An  act  to  prevent  the  forging  and  altering  bills  of  public 
credit,  and  for  preventing  the  depreciation  thereof, 
and  for  making  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and  the  bills  of  this  government,  a  tender  in  all 
payments, 

Chapter  19  An  act  for  amendment  of  an  act,  made  and  passed  by  the 
great  and  general  court,  at  their  session  in  November 
last,  intitled  "  An  act  for  encouragiiig  the  fixing  out 
armed  vessels  to  defend  the  sea-coast  of  America,  and 
for  erecting  a  court  to  try  and  condemn  all  vessels 
that  shall  be  found  infesting  the  same  "  [1/75-76, 
chap.  7;  1775-76,  chap.  15;  1775-76,  chap.  17J, 

Chapter  20.  An  act  for  uniting  the  second  and  sixth  parishes  in  the 
town  of  Ipswich  into  one  ])arish,         .... 

Chapter  21.  An  act  for  the  executing  in  the  colony  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  in  New  England,  one  resolve  of  .the 
American  Congress,  dated  March  [fourteenth]  {14\, 
[one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six] 
[J 776],  recommending  the  disarming  such  persons 
as  are  notoriously  disaffected  tothecau-eof  America, 
or  who  refuse  to  associate  to  defend  by  arms  the 
United  American  Colonies  against  the  hostile  attempts 
of  the  British  fleets  and  armies;  and  for  the  restrain- 
ing and  punishing  persons  who  are  inimical  to  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  said  United  Colonies,  and 
for  directing  the  proceedings  thei'cin 

Chapter  22.  An  act  for  establishing  the  stile  of  commissions  which 
shall  hereafter  be  issued,  and  for  altering  the  stile  of 
writs,  processes,  and  all  law  proceedings,  within  this 
colony ;  and  for  directing  how  recognizanc[e]s  to  the 
use  of  this  government,  shall,  for  the  future,  be  taken 
and  prosecuted, 

Chapter  23.  An  act  for  the  repealing  one  law  of  this  colony,  made 
and  passed  in  the  fouith  year  of  the  reign  of  William 
and  Mary,  king  and  qneen,  intitled  "  \n  act  for  reg- 
ulating fees ; "  and  for  regulating  the  fees  and  allow- 
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1775-76.  —Fourth  Session  —  Con. 

ances  of  the  several  officers  and  persons,  within  this 
colony,  hereinafter  mentioned  [1692-93,  chap.  37; 
1772-73,  chap.  42] 

Chapter  24.  An  act  for  raising  and  forming  a  regiment  or  troop  of 
horse  out  of  the  several  regiments  of  foot  in  the  county 
of  Worcester  [1775-7(i,  chap.  10,  ^14], 

Chapter  25.  An  act  providing  a  speedy  and  cheap  co[a][M]rse  for 
the  recovery  of  debts 

Chapter  26.  An  act  providing  for  a  more  equal  representation  in  the 
general  court, 

Chapter  27.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  made  and  passed  by  the 
general  court  in  November  last,  intitled  "  An  act  for 
fixing  out  armed  vessels  to  defend  the  sea-coast  of 
America,  and  for  erecting  a  court  of  justice  to  try  and 
condemn  all  vessels  that  should  be  found  infesting 
the  same"  [1775-76,  chnp.  7], 

Chapter  28.  An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  fifty  thousand 
pounds,  and  for  drawing  the  same  ont  again, 


1776-77.— First  Session. 

Chapter   1.    An  act  for. making  and  emitting  of  bills  of  public  credit, 

Chapter  2.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  made  in  the  last  session 
of  the  general  assembly,  intitled  "An  act  for  altering 
the  stile  of  writs,  processes,  and  all  law  proceedings, 
withm  this  colony,  and  for  directing  how  recogni- 
zances to  the  use  of  the  government,  shall,  for  the 
future,  be  fciken  and  prosecuted"  [1775-76,  chap. 
22] 

Chapter  3.  An  act  for  erecting  the  plantation  called  Jericho,  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  into  a  town  by  the  name  of 
Hancock, 

Chapter  4.  An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  one  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds, 

Chapter  5.  An  act  impowering  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  several  counties  in  this 
colony  to  permit  one  or  more  inoculating  hospitals 
to  be  erected  in  each  of  the  said  counties,    . 

Chapter  6.  An  act  for  the  repealing  and  making  void  one  clause  of 
an  act,  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  intit[u]led 
"  An  act  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  court  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  inferior  court  of 
common  pleas,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  from 
the  third  Tuesday  of  April,  and  third  Tuesday  of 
October,  to  tlie  last  Tuesday  of  March,  and  the  last 
Tuesday  of  October,  annually;  and  for  establishing 
one  other  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  to  be  held  in  said 
county,  annually,  for  the  future  "  [1772-73,  chap.  2] , 

Chapter  7.  An  act  impowering  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  several  counties  in  this 
colony  to  pennit  one  or  more  inoculating  hospitals  to 
be  erected  in  each  of  the  said  counties  [1776-77, 
chap.  5], 

Chapter  8.  An  act  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  the  small-pox  in 
the  town  of  Boston,  and  to  licence  inoculation  there 
for  a  limitted  time  [1776-77,  chap.  7], 

Second  Session. 

Chapter  9.  An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  lumber,  for  a 
limit[<]ed  time 

Chapter  10.  An  act  for  making  and  emitting  bills  of  public [k] 
credit, 
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1776-77.  —  Third  Session. 

Chapter  11.  An  act  for  dividing  and  setting  oflF  the  northerly  half  of 
the  land  in  the  east  precinct  in  the  town  of  Pownal- 
borough,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  into  a  sep[e]  [a]  rate 
precinct  by  the  name  of  the  North  Precinct, 

Chapter  12.  An  act  for  erecting  a  tract  of  land  called  Fryeburg,  of 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  rods 
square,  lying  in  tlie  county  of  York,  which  was 
granted  as  a  township  to  Joseph  Frye,  EsqCO,  Anno 
Domini  seventeen  hundred  sixty-two,  and  confirmed 
Anno  Domini  seventeen  hundred  sixty-three,  into  a 
town  I)y  the  name  of  Fiyeburgh 

Chapter  13.  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  one  hun- 
dred and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  pounds  one  shilling  and  twopence  halfpenny, 
upon  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state 
hereinafter  named  for  defreyiug  the  public  charge  [s] ; 
and  also  for  assessing  a  tax  of  seven  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  seventeen  shillings,  paid 
the  representatives  for  their  travel  and  attendance  in 
the  general  court  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five :  also  for  assessing  a  tax  of 
forty  pounds  one  shilling  on  the  town  of  Hancock, 
to  iKiy  a  committee  appointed  by  the  general  court  to 
go  to  said  town, 

Chapter  14.    An  act  to  prevent  monopoly  and  oppression. 

Chapter  15.  An  act  for  the  repealing  [of]  a  law  o[/iA*]is  state 
made  and  passed  by  the  great  and  general  court  at 
their  present  session,  intitled  "  An  act  to  prohibit 
the  exportKatio[»i*]  of  lumber  for  a  limited  time" 
[1776-77,  chap.  9], 

Chapter  16.    An  act  for  mak[e]ing  and  emitting  bills  6f  public  credit, 

Chapter  17.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  plantation  called  St. 
Georges,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  into  a  town  by  the 
name  of  Warren,  ........ 

Chapter  18.  An  act  for  discontinuing  the  name  of  a  town,  in  the 
county  of  Worcester,  lately  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  Hutchinson,  and  calling  the  same  Barr6  [1774, 
chap.  3], 

Chapter  19.  An  act  for  repealing  an  act  intitled  "  An  act  for  altering 
the  place  by  law  appointed  (or  holding  the  superior 
court  of  judicature,  court  (if  assize  and  general  goal 
delivery,  and  the  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  and  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas,  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Suffolk."  made  and  enacted  by 
the  great  and  general  court  or  assembly  of  this 
colony  in  February,  1776  [1775-76,  chap,  ri],    . 

Chapter  20.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  passed  in  tlie  year  sixteen 
hundred  ninety-four,  for  the  relief  of  idfijfejots 
and  distracted  persons[ir)93-94,  chap.  18,  ^  1 ;  1737-38, 
chap.  9;  1775-76,  chap.  14], 

Chapter  21.  '  An  act  for  providing  a  reinforcement  to  the  American 
army, 

Chapter  22.  An  act  for  establishing  a  naval  ofBcc  and  for  ascertain- 
ing the  fees, 

Chapter  23.  An  act  to  conlirm  the  titles  of  Renjamin  Titcomb  and 
David  Richardson,  to  a  certain  thirty-acre  lot  of  land 
in  rearsonto\\Ti,  so  called,  in  the  cotmty  of  Cumber- 
land, originally  laid  out  for  a  school  lot;  and  to  con- 
firm to  the  inhabitants  of  said  Tearsuntown,  certain 
other  lands  voted  and  granted  for  the  supi)ort  of  a 
school,  by  the  proprietors  of  said  township,  in  lieu  of 
said  lot,  and  as  an  equivalent  therefore. 

Chapter  24.  An  act  to  supi>ly  tlie  treasury  with  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds,         

Chapter  25.  An  act  for  preventing  the  operation  of  an  act  made  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy,  entitled  "  An  act  for  repealing  the  sev- 
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1776-77.  —  Third  Session  —  Con. 

eral  laws  now  in  force  which  relate  to  the  limitation 
of  personal  actions,  and  for  the  limitation  of  per- 
sonal actions  for  the  future,  and  for  avoiding  suits 
at  law"  [1770-71,  chap.  i)J, 

Chapter  26.    An  act  for  making  and  emitting  bills  of  public  credit, 

Chapter  27.  An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  tlio  sura  of  two 
hundied  and  six  tljousaud  and  four  hundred  pounds, 

Chapter  28.  An  act  for  making  and  emitting  bills  of  public 
credit, 

Chapter  29.  An  act  for  preventing  or  punishing  crimes  that  may  be 
commitied  against  the  public  safety,  below  the  de- 
gree of  treason  and  misprision  of  treason,  . 

Chapter  30.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  regu- 
lating of  townships,  clioite  of  town  officers,  and  set- 
ting forth  their  power  "  [IG92-93,  cliap.  28] ,      . 

Chapter  31.  An  act  to  prevent  the  arresting  soldiers  for  small  debts, 
who  have  inlisted  or  shall  inlist  into  the  Continental 
Army, -        . 

Chapter  32.  An  act  against  treason  and  misprision  of  treason, 
and  for  regulating  trials  in  such  cases,  and  for  direct- 
ing the  mode  of  executing  judgments  against  persons 
attainted  of  felony, 

FouRTii  Session. 

Chapter  33.  An  act  for  raising  and  forming  a  company  or  troop  of 
horse,  in  the  third  regiment  of  foot  in  the  coimtv  of 
Essex  [1775-7G,  chap.  10] , '     . 

Chapter  34     An  act  for  disannexing  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  of 

«    WaiTcn,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  from  said  town, 

and  incorporating  the  same,  with  the  easterly  pai-t  of 

a  plantation  called  St.  Georges,  in  said  county,  into 

a  town  by  the  name  of  Tliomaston,     .        .        .        . 

Chapter  35.  An  act  for  securing  and  making  provision  for  the  sup- 
port of  prisoners  wlio  may  be  taken  by  any  Ameri- 
can armed  vessel,  and  Ijrought  or  sent  into  any  port 
in  this  state, 

Chapter  36.  An  act  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  soldiers  during  the 
present  war  with  (ireat  Britain,  the  concealment  of 
deserters,  and  also  the  embezzlement  of  cIo[«]ths, 
arms,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica,         

Chapter  37.  An  act  to  prevent  the  forging  or  altering  Continental 
loan-certificates  and  lottery  txkets,     .... 

Chapter  38.  An  act  to  prevent  the  waste,  destruction  and  embezzle- 
ment of  the  goods  or  estates  of  such  persons  who 
have  left  the  same,  and  fled  to  our  enemies  for  protec- 
tion ;  and  also  for  payment  of  their  just  debts,  out  of 
their  estates, 

Chapter  39.  An  act  in  addition  to  and  for  amendment  of  an  act, 
pass'd  in  July,  A  D.  1776,  intitled  "  An  act  for  im- 
powering  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions 
of  the  peace  in  the  several  counties  in  this  state  to 
permit  one  or  more  inoculating  hospitals  in  each  of 
the  said  counties  "  [1776-77,  cliaps.  5  and  7] ,     . 

Chapter  40.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  plantation  call[ej'd  Hart- 
wood,  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Washington  [1769- 
70,  chap.  11], 

Chapter  41.  An  act  for  enabling  towns  to  raise  money  for  carrying 
on  the  present  war  [1778-79,  chap.  41] ,      . 

Chapter  42.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  passed  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1773,  intitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  the  destruc- 
tion of  alewives  and  other  fish  in  Ipswich  River,  and 
to  encourage  the  increase  of  the  same "  [1772-73, 
chap.  51], 

Chapter 43.  An. act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds, 
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Chapter  44.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intitled  "  An  act  to  prevent 
the  forging  and  altering  bills  of  public  [k]  credit,  and 
for  preventing  the  depreciation  thereof,  and  for  mak- 
ing the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  the 
bills  of  this  government,  a  tender  in  all  payments ;  " 
and  for  repealing  and  disannulling  a  resolve  of  the 
late  provincial  congress,  for  making  the  bills  of  other 
colonies  a  lender  in  this  colony  or  state  [1775-76, 
chap.  18] 

Chapter  45.  An  act  for  taking  up  and  restraining  persons  danger- 
ous to  this  state,    

Chapter  46.  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  for  amending  and  more 
effectually  carrying  into  execution,  an  act  intitled 
"An  act  to  prevent  monopoly  and  oppression,"  made 
in  the  present  year  [1776-77,  chap.  14] , 

Chapter  47.  An  act  to  prevent  persons  guilty,  of  foigiug  or  counter- 
feiting the  notes  or  bills  of  credit,  or  any  coin,  cur- 
rent in  this  or  the  United  States,  from  defrauding  the 
public,  or  individuals,  by  conveying  their  real  estates. 

Chapter  48.  An  act  for  securing  Ibis  and  the  other  United  States 
against  the  danger  to  which  they  are  exposed  by  the 
internal  enemies  thereof 


1777-78  —  First  Session. 

Chapter  1.  An  act  exempting  persons  concerned  in  conducting  the 
business  of  the  Continental  post-offlcc  from  all  mili- 
tary duties 

Second  Session. 

Chapter   2.    An  act  to  prevent  the  selling  of  goods  at  public  vendue. 

Third  Session. 

Chapter  3.  An  act  to  prevent  the  pernicious  practice  of  distilling, 
into  any  kind  of  spirit  whatever,  cyder,  wheat,  Indian 
corn,  rye,  barley  and  oats,  or  either  of  them. 

Chapter  4.  An  act  for  reviviii;,'  and  cont[j]nuing  sundry  laws  that 
are  expired  [1773-74,  chap.  29;  1773-74,  chap.  30; 
1773-74,  chap.  32;  1774,  chap.  6] 

Chapter  5.  An  act  to  oblige  persons  to  attend  and  give  evidence, 
in  certain  cases,  in  tlie  neighljouring  states. 

Chapter  6.  An  act  for  the  rci)caliug  two  acts  of  the  general  com-t 
made  the  in-csent  year  to  prevent  monopoly  and  op- 
pression [1776-77,  chap.  14 ;  1776-77,  chap.  46] ,  '      . 

Chapter  7.  An  act  for  drawing  in  the  liills  of  credit  of  the  several 
denominations,  not  on  interest,  which  have  at  any 
time  been  issued  by  this  government  and  are  still 
outstanding,  and  for  prohibiting  the  currency  of  said 
bills  and  the  bills  of  any  one  of  the  United  States, 
after  a  certain  time,       . 

Chapter  8.  An  act  to  iaicorporate  James  Hudson,  and  others  therein 
named,  into  a  society  by  tlie  name  of  the  Marine  So- 
ciety at  Ncwburyport,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  in  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  [fi«'/],  in  New  England, 

Chapter  9.  An  act  for  continuing  an  act,  intitled  "An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  selling  of  goods  at  public  vendue  "  [1777-78, 
chap.  2] , 

Chapter  10.  An  act  for  repealing  and  making  void  part  of  two 
clauses  in  an  act  intitled  "An  act  for  securing  and 
making  provision  for  the  support  of  jirisoners  who 
may  i)e  taken  by  any  American  armed  vessel  and 
brought  or  sent  into  any  port  in  this  state  "  [1776-77,' 
chap.  35] , 
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May  9, 

May  10, 
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May  10, 
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Yin -IS.  —  Third  Session  —  Con. 

Chapter  11.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  south-westerly  part  of  Wash- 
ington, the  north-easterly  part  of  Great  Barrington, 
or  IJoplands,  so  called,  the  Glassworks  Grant,  and 
part  of  William  [s]  's  Grant,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire, 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Lee, 

Chapter  12.  An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds, 

Chapter  13.  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  three 
hundred  and  five  thousand  six  hmidied  and  sixty- 
two  pounds  fourttcu  shillings  and  threepence,  upon 
the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state  here- 
inafter named,  for  defraying  the  ]inblic  charge;  and 
also  for  assessing  a  t;ix  of  [of]  eight  thousand  eight, 
hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds  seven  shillings  and 
sixpence,  paid  the  representatives  for  their  travel  and 
attend  [c]  [«]nce  in  the  general  court  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventv-six,  . 

Fourth  Session. 

Chapter  14.  An  act  for  prolonging  the  time  for  calling  in  the 
bills  of  credit  of  this  state,  not  on  interest  [1777-78, 
chap.  7] , ... 

Chapter  15.  An  act  to  set  off  Samuel  Taylor  of  Dunstable,  with  his 
estate,  from  the  first  parish  in  Dunstable,  to  the 
second  parish  in  said  town, 

Chapter  16.  An  act  to  enable  towns  to  raise  such  snnis  of  money  as 
they  incline  to  do,  for  the  purpose  of  less[e]ning  their 
proiiortion  of  the  public  debt  [1776-77.  chap.  41 ; 
1777-78,  chap.  7], 

Fifth  Session. 

Chapter  17.  An  act  for  the  repealing  one  part  of  a  law  of  this  state, 
made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  intitled  "An 
act  for  the  repealin<r  one  law  of  tliis  colony,  made 
and  passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  William 
and  Mary,  king  and  fpieen,  intitled  an  act  for  regu- 
lating the  fees  and  allowances  of  the  several  officers 
and  persons,  within  tliis  colony,  hereinafter  men- 
tioned "  [1775-76,  chap.  2.T  ;  177()"-77,  chap.  22], 

Chapter  18.  An  act  for  prescribing  and  establishing  an  oath  of 
fidelity  and  alleri]g[?]ance 

Chapter  19.  An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  seventy- 
live  thousand  pounds,  

Chapter  20.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intitled  "  An  act  for  ena- 
bling towns  to  iai.se  monev  for  carryin-r  on  the  present 
war"  [1776-77,  chap.  41 ;  1777-78,  chap.  16],     . 

Chapter  21.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  westerly  p.trt  of  the  town 
of  Wrentham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  into  a  town 
Ijy  the  name  of  Franklin, 

Chapter  22.  An  act  for  reviving  an  act  intitled  "  An  act  to  prevent 
the  selling  of  goods  at  public  vendue"  [1777-78, 
chap   2], 

Chapter  23.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  plantation  called  Coxhall, 
in  the  county  of  York,  into  a  town  l)y  the  name  of 
Coxhall, 

Chapter  24  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intitled  "  An  act  for  form- 
ing and  regulating  the  militia  within  the  colony  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  and  for  repeal- 
ing all  the  laws  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose " 
[l77u-76,  chap.  10], 

Chapter  25.  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  explanation  of,  an  act  passed 
this  present  session,  intitled  •'  An  act  for  prescribing 
and  esiablishing  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance 
[1777-78,  chap.  18,  Jo], 
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Oct.       21. 
Oct.       22, 


Oct.       24, 

Dec.      13, 
Dec.      15, 

Dec.      15, 
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Jan;  24, 
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June  30,  1779. 
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Chapter  26. 


Chapter  Xl. 
Chapter  28. 

Chapter  29. 
Chapter  30. 
Chapter  31. 

Chapter  32. 
Chapter  33. 


VT11-1S.  —  Fifth  Session  —  Con. 

An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  elevenpence, 
upon  the  several  towns  and  otlier  places  in  this  state, 
for  defraying  the  public  charge, 

Sixth  Session. 

An  act  for  the  further  prolonging  the  time  for  calling  in 
the  bills  of  credit  of  this  state,  not  on  interest  [1777- 
78,  chaps.  7  and  14], 

An  act  for  erecting  a  parish  lately  set  off  from  the 
towns  of  Worcester,  Sutton,  Oxford  and  Leicester,  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  into  a  town  l)y  the  name  of 
Ward, 

^.n  act  for  enquuing  into  the  rateable  property  of  the 
state  [1771-72,  cliap  3] 

An  act  fur  setting  off  a  part  of  the  town  of  Bolton,  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  into  a  sep[e]  [ajrate  parish, 

An  act  for  dividing  and  setting  off  tlie  westerly  part  of 
the  town  of  Needham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  into 
a  sep  [e]  [a]  rate  precinct  by  the  name  of  tiie  West 
Precinct,        .        .        .      " .        .        .        .        . 

A.n  act  in  addition  to  "  An  act  for  regulating  the  pro- 
ceedings on  bonds  of  administrators  on  intestate 
estates,"  made,  y4«no  Domini,  1734;  and  for  enabling 
the  successors  of  treasurers  and  other  public  officers 
to  prosecute  and  defend  certain  aciions  on  bonds 
given  to  their  predecessors  in  ofSce  [1734-33,  chap.  5] , 

An  act  for  regulating  trials  in  the  maritime  courts,  and 
for  making  several  maritime  and  mercanLile  matters 
cognizable  therein  [1775-76,  chap  7,  15,  17,  and  27J, 


1778-79.  —First  Session. 

Chapter  1.  An  act  for  incorporating  certain  lands  in  tiie  county  of 
.Sutf  ilk,  fornurly  belonsingto  the  town  of  Dorchester, 
but  now  to  the  towns  of  Wrentham,  Walpole,  Stough- 
ton  and  Stouglitonham,  with  the  inhal)itants  living 
thereon,  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Foxborough,     . 

Chapter  2.  An  act  for  taking  affidavits  out  of  court,  in  certain 
cases  not  already  ]n'ovided  for, 

Chapter  3.  An  act  to  impower  the  proprietors  of  a  new  township 
in  the  county  of  Cun)l)erland,  called  Pearsonrown,  to 
lay  a  yearly  tax,  not  exceeding  a  penny  per  acre,  for 
the  terra  of  five  years,  upon'tlie  unimproved  lands 
there,  and  to  subject  the  lands  of  such  as  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  to  pay  tlie  same,  to  be  sold  for  the  pay- 
ment thereof  [1753-.54,  chap.  1], 

Chapter  4.  An  act  for  further  prolonging  the  time  for  calling  in  the 
bills  of  credit  of  this  state,  not  on  interest  [1777-78, 
chap.  27],      .        .        • 

Chapter  5.  An  act  to  prevent  the  forging,  altering  or  counterfeiting 
the  state-lottery  tickets, 

Chapter  6.  An  act  for  prolonging  the  time  for  administ[e]  ring  the 
oath,  or  affirmation,  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  [1777- 
78,  chaps.  18  and  25], 

Chapter  7.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  plantation  called  New 
Boston,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  into  a  town  Ijy 
name  of  Gray 

Chapter  8.  An  act  providing  for  the  choice  of  county  treasurers,  in 
certain  cases  tiierem  men lioned  [1692-93,  chap.  27,  ^  1  ] , 

Chapter  9.  An  act  to  direct  the  justices  of  the  sui>erio[u]r  court 
of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  goal  de-' 
livery,  to  try  certain  persons  now  confined  in  the 
goal  at  Northampton,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire, 


Date 
of  Passage. 


1778. 
March    9, 

April       3, 

April     10, 
April     28, 


Expired  or  bad  Its 
effect 


June  15,1778. 


June     1, 1778. 


June  20, 1778. 


April 
April 

13, 

28, 

April 

28, 

April 

29, 

June 

10, 

June 

11, 

June 

13, 

June 

4, 

June 

16, 

June 

18, 

June 

19, 

June 

19, 

June   11, 1780. 


Dec.     1, 1778. 


Sept.  30, 1778. 


Public  Acts. 

List  of  the  Public  Acts — Continued. 


1553 


TITLES. 


Date 
of  Passage. 


Expired  or  had  Iti 
effect. 


884 

884 
886 


900 
901 
901 


902 
903 


905 


906 


909 
909 


1778-79.— First  Session  — Con. 

and  in  the  goal  at  Great  Barrington,  in  the  county  of 
Berkshire ;  and  for  procuring  evidence  to  be  used  in 
said  trials  [1776-77,  chap.  32,  ^6;  1769-70,  chap.  17, 
§  1] 

Chapter  10.  An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  an  act  iutitlcd  "  An 
act  for  taking  up  r.nd  restraining  persons  dangerous 
to  this  state"  [1776-77,  chap.  45],       .        ,        .        . 

Chapter  11.  An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  pounds 

Chapter  12.  An  act  f(ir  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  seven  hundi-ed  and 
eighteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  elevenpence, 
npon  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state, 
for  defraying  the  public  charge,  .... 

Second  Session. 

Chapter  13.  An  act  for  erecting  the  westerlj'  part  of  the  town  of 
Northampton  into  a  sep[e]  [a] rate  town  by  the  name 
of  Westhanipton, 

Chapter  14.  An  act  to  set  off  Moses  Bartlet  and  others,  from  the 
town  of  Northampton  and  to  annex  them  to  the  town 
of  Southampton, 

Chapter  15.  An  act  for  altering  the  place  lor  holding  the  court  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  inferior  court  of 
common  pleas,  by  law  appointed  to  be  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, in  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  May,  and  for  altering  the  place  for 
holding  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and 
inferior  conrt  of  common  pleas,  by  law  appointed  to 
be  held  at  Groton,  in  and  for  said  county,  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  November  [177o-76,  chap  II], 

Chapter  16.  An  act  for  prolonging  the  time  for  administering  the 
oath,  or  affirmation,  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  [1778- 
79,  chap.  6] , 

Chapter  17.    An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  sundry  laws  that 
are  expired,  and  near  expiring  [1736-37,  chap.  4 
1738-39,  cliap.  25;  1739-40,  chap.  12;  1740-41,  chap 
20 ;   1741-42,  chap.  4 ;    1742-43,  chap.    19 ;  1742-43 
chap.  20;  1742-43,  chap.  27 ;  1743-44,  chap.  23;  1746- 
47,  chap.  11;  1746-47,  chap.  10;  1746-47,  chap.  18 
1748-49,  chap.  13;  1751-52,  chap.  17;  1751-52,  chap 
19;   1755-56,  chap.  39;   1756-57,  chap.  32;  1759-60, 
chap.  32;  1761-62,  chap.  26;  1761-62,  chap.  31;  1762- 
63,  chap.  5;   1702-63,  chap.  18;   1762-03,  chap.  27 
1709-10,  chap.  5;  1704-05,  chap.  12;  1704-65,  chap 
30;    1770-71.  chap.  4;    1770-71,  chap.  28;    1771-72, 
chap.  4;  1771-72,  chap.  13;  1772-73,  chap.  48;  1770- 
77,  chap.  25;  1777-78.  chap  3;  1777-78,  chap.  5],     . 

Chapter  18.  An  act  for  dividing  and  setting  off  the  we'^terly  part 
of  the  town  of  Newton,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
into  a  separate  precinct  by  the  name  of  the  West 
Precinct, 

Chapter  19.  An  act  for  drawing  in  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  several 
denominations  under  six  shillimrs,  bearing  date  prior 
to  the  eighteenth  of  October,  A\nwt\  D[o;w/i*/]  one 
thousand  seven  hundi'ed  and  seventy-six,  which  have 
been  issued  by  this  government  and  are  still  out- 
standing; and  for  prohibiting  the  currency  of  the 
same;  as  also  for  making  and  emitting  bills  of  pub- 
lic credit,  for  the  redemptioti  thereof, .... 

Chapter  20.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  plantation  called  East 
Hoosuck,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  into  a  town  by 
the  name  of  Adams,     .  

Chapter  21.  An  act  for  augmenting  certain  fees,  allowances  and 
penalties,  established  by  laws  of  this  state  [1777-78, 
chap.  17 ;  1775-76,  chap.  23 ;  1092-93,  chap.  37] , 
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Chapter  28. 


1778-79.  —  Second  Session  —  Con. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  [i]  [ejntitled  "  An  act  to 
prevent  the  waste,  destruction  and  embezzlement  of 
the  goods  or  estates  of  such  persons  who  have  left 
the  same,  and  fled  to  our  enemies  for  protection ;  and 
also  for  iwyment  of  their  just  debts,  out  of  their  es- 
tates "  [1776-77,  chap.  38] , 

An  act  for  annexing  the  westerly  part  of  the  planta- 
tion called  Number  Five,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire, 
to  the  to^vn  of  Gageborough,  in  said  county;  and 
also  for  changing  the  name  of  the  said  town  of  Gage- 
borough,  and  calling  it  by  the  name  of  "Windsor 
[1771-72,  chap.  6] , 

An  act  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  state,  of  certain  per- 
sons therein  named,  and  others,  who  have  left  this 
state,  or  either  of  the  United  States,  and  joined  the 
enemies  thereof, 


Chapter  29. 
Chapter  30. 

Chapter  31. 
Chapter  32. 
Chapter  33. 
Chapter  34. 

Chapter  35. 
Chapter  36. 
Chapter  37. 


Third  Session. 

An  act  more  eflfectnally  to  punish  persons  who  shall  be 
convicted  of  wilfully  and  corruptly  passing  counter- 
feit bills  of  public  credit  [1775-76,  chap.  18;  1776- 
77,  chaps.  44  and  47] , 

An  act  for  setting  off  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Methuen,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  into 
separate  parish, 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  [i]  [e]  ntitled  "An  act 
against  treason,  mispris  [»]on  of  treason,  and  conceal- 
ment of  treason,  and  for  regulating  trials  in  such 
cases,  and  for  directing  the  mode  of  executing  judg- 
ments against  persons  attainted  of  felony  "  [1776-77, 
chap  32,  ij  6], 

An  act  for  altering  the  tenor  and  d  [e]  [o]  nominations 
of  part  of  the  bills  of  credit  ordered  to  be  emitted  by 
an  act  [i]  [e]  ntitled  "An  act  for  drawing  in  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  several  denominations  under  six 
shillings,  bearing  date  prior  to  the  eighteenth  of  Oc- 
tober, An7io  Domini  one  thoiisand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  which  have  been  issued  by  this  gov- 
ernment and  are  still  outstanding,  and  for  prohibit- 
ing tlie  currency  of  the  same;  as  also  for  mailing 
and  emitting  bills  of  public  credit  for  the  redemption 
thereof "  [1778-79,  chap.  19] 

An  act  to  prevent  the  sale  of  goods  at  public  auction 

■    [1777-78,  chap.  22] 

An  act  for  incorporating  the  plantation  called  Gardi- 
nerston,  in  the  cimuty  of  Lincoln,  into  a  town  by 
the  name  of  Pittston ;  and  for  annexing  certain 
lands,  in  the  said  county,  to  the  town  of  Bowdoin- 
ham  [1762-63,  chap.  14], 

An  act  against  monopoly  and  forestalling  [1776-77, 
chap.  14;  1777-78,  chap!  6], 

An  act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  salmon  and  other 
fish  in  Agawam  or  Westfield  IMvcr,    .... 

An  act  for  establishing  a  naval  office  at  Woolwich 
[1776-77,  chap.  22], 

An  act  to  setoff  John  Adams,  junCO,  and  others  from 
the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  and  to  annex  them  to 
the  town  of  Alford, 

An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  twenty- 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,    . 

An  act  to  pi'oliilnt  tlie  exportation  of  masts  and  spars, 
of  certain  dimensions,  for  a  limited  time,    . 

An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  [i]  [p]  ntitled  "An 
act  to  pi-event  the  waste,  destruction  and  embezzle- 
ment of  the  goods  or  estates  of  such  persons  who 
have  left  the  same,  ami  fled  to  our  enemies  for  pro- 
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932 


933 


Chapter  38. 


Chapter  39. 


957 


958 


1067 
1069 


Chapter  40. 


Chapter  41. 


959 

Chapter  42 

960 

Chapter  43 

962 

Chapter  44 

963 

Chapter  45 

964 

Chapter  46 

965 

Chapter  47. 

966 

Chapter  48 

968 

Chapter  49 

971 

Chapter  50 

1778-79.  —  Third  Session  —  Con. 

tection ;  and  also  for  payment  of  theu*  just  debts, 
out  of  their  estates "  [1776-77,  chap.  38 ;  1778-79, 
chap.  22], 

An  <ict  of  pnrdon  and  indemnification  for  certain 
offences  therein  mentioned ;  and  for  holding  a  supe- 
rioFujr  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  gen- 
eral goal  delivery  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  [1760- 
61,  chap.  33],      " 

An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  one 
million  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  pounds  seven  shillings  and  eigbtpence,  upon  the 
several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state  herein- 
after named,  for  defraying  the  public  charges ;  and 
also  for  assessing  a  further  tax  of  twelve  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  nincpence,  paid  the  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives  for  their  travel  and  attendance  in 
the  general  court  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  [1777-78,  chap.  29], 

Fourth  Session. 

An  act  for  incorporating  the  plantation  containing  cer- 
tain gi-ants  called  "No-town,"  and partof  Charlemont, 
lying  on  the  south  side  of  Deerlield  River  and  east  of 
Number  Seven,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  into  a 
township  by  the  name  of  Buckland,    .... 

An  act  for  the  explanation  of  an  act  intitled  "  An  act 
for  enabling  towns  to  raise  money  for  carrying  on  the 
present  war"  [1776-77,  chap.  41,  ^  1], 

An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  eighty- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy  pounds, 

An  act  for  the  increase  and  encouragement  of  the  ma- 
rine of  tliis  state,  .^nd  for  raisins  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds  for  that  purpose,      .        .        .        . 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  committee  of  the  church  and 
congregation  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  for  certain 
purposes, 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intitled  "  An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  sale  of  goods  at  pui^lic  auction"  [1778-79, 
chap.  29], 

An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds, 

An  act  for  prolonging  the  time  for  administ[e]  ring  the 
oath,  or  afRrmation,  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  [1778- 
79,  chap.  16] , 

An  act  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  certain  notorious 
conspia-ators  against  the  government  and  liberties 
of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  late  province,  now  state,  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  [1778-79,  chap.  49] ,      . 

An  act  for  confiscating  the  estates  of  certain  persons 
commonly  called  absentees  [1776-77,  chap.  .S2], 

An  act  for  dividing  and  setting  off  the  southerly  part  of 
the  first  precinct  in  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in  the 
coimty  of  Middlesex,  into  asep[e]  [a]  rate  preciuct  by 
the  name  of  the  South  Precinct, 


1779-80. — First  Session. 

Chapter  1.  An  act  for  further  aucrmcnting  certain  fees,  allowances 
and  penalties,  established  by  laws  of  this  state 
[1777-78,  chap.  17;  1778-79,  chap.  21],       . 

Chapter  2.  An  act  impowering  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Hampshire  to  build  a  bridge 
over  Westfield  River,  in  the  town  of  Norwich,  at  the 


1779. 


Feb.      25, 


Feb.      27, 


Feb.      27, 


May  20,1780. 
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April  14, 

April  14, 

April  19, 
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April  23, 
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April  30, 

May  1, 

May  1, 


June     16, 


Jan.      1, 1780. 


Dec.     1, 1779. 


May     5, 1780. 
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1779-80.  —  First  Session  —  Con. 

expence  of  the  proprietors  of  Mun-ayfield,  and  on  their 
refusing  or  neslecting  to  pay  the  expence  thereof  to 
make  sale  of  the  said  proprietors'  unimprov[e]d  land 
in  said  town  ot  Murrayfield,  or  Norwich,  to  the 
amount  and  expences  thereof, 

An  act  for  incorporaring  the  plantation  called  Taucon- 
nuck  Mountain,  in  tlie  county  of  Berkshire,  into  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Mount  Washington, . 

An  act  for  raising  by  lottery  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand 
pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  widening  and  amending 
the  streets  of  the  town  of  Charlcstown;  and  also  for 
raising  by  lottery  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the 
Long  Wharf  [e]  in  the  town  of  Boston, 

An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  for  taking  up  and  restraining  persons  dangerous 
to  this  state"  [1776-77,  cha]).  45],        .        .        .        . 

An  act  for  incorporating  the  easterly  part  of  the  planta- 
tion called  Number  Five,  in  the  coimty  of  Hamp- 
shire, into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Cnmington,    . 

An  act  to  prevent  the  withholding  the  necessMries  of  life, 
and  for  pimishing  those  persons  who  refuse  to  take 
the  bills  of  credit  of  tliis  state,  or  the  United  States  of 
America  [1775-76,  chap.  18 ;  1778-79,  chap.  31] , 

An  act  to  enable  the  Board  of  War,  of  this  state,  to  sue 
and  be  sued, 

An  act  to  [jievent  deserters  from  the  American  troops, 
entering  on  l)oard  sliips  of  war  [1776-77,  chap.  36], 

An  act  for  making  provision  for  appeals  to  Congress  in 
certain  maritime  cases,  and  under  certain  restrictions, 

An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds, 

An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  two 
millions  eight  hundred  and  five  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  pounds  twelve  shillings  and 
eightpcnce  halfpenny,  upon  the  several  towns  and 
other  places  in  this  state  hereinafter  named,  for 
defraying  the  public  charges ;  and  also  for  assessing 
a  tax  of  thirty-two  thousand  and  seventy-five  pounds 
eighteen  shillings  and  sixpence,  paid  the  members  of 
the  house  of  representatives  for  their  travel  and 
attendance  in  the  general  court  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy -eight, 

Second  Session. 

An  act  to  prevent  sundry  articles  being  exportedfrom 
this  to  the  neighbouring  states, 

An  act  to  set  oiff  a  strip" of  land  two  hundred  rods  in 
width,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  from  the  south- 
erly part  of  the  town  of  Westfield,  and  annexing  the 
same  to  the  townof  Southwick  [1770-71,  chap.  1],     . 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  [e]  [/Jntitled  "An  act  to 
prevent  sundry  articles  being  exported  from  this  to 
the  neighbouring  states"  [1779-80,  chap.  13],    . 

An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  intitled  "  An  act 
against  monopoly  and  forestalling,"  which  act  is  near 
expiring  [1778-79,  chap.  31],        .        .        .        .        . 

An  act  to  prevent  imjjositions  on  the  inhabitants  of  any 
town  within  this  state,  in  the  sale  of  firewood  and 
bark,  in  any  of  said  towns  [1772-73,  chap.  8],    . 

Third  Session. 

An  act  for  continuing  sundrv  laws  that  are  near  expir- 
ing [1737-38,  chap  8;  1737-38,  chap  9;  1739-40, 
chap.  8;  1740-41,  chap  15;  1740-41,  chap.  19;  1740-41, 


1779. 

June  19, 

June  21, 

June  23, 

June  23, 

June  23, 

June  24, 

June  24, 

June  29, 

June  30, 

June  30, 


June  20, 1780 


June  24, 1780. 


Oct.      4,  1780. 


June  28, 

Sept.  23, 

Oct.  6, 

Oct.  6, 

Oct.  6, 

Oct.  8, 


Jan.  1,  1780. 
June   15, 1780. 

June  15,  1780. 
Oct.  4,  1780. 
March  26, 1783. 
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chap.  23;  1741-42,  chap.  1;  1741-42,  chap  5;  1742-43, 
chap.  4;  1742-43,  chnp.  U;  1742-43,  chap.  17 
1742-43,  chap.  25;  1742-43,  chap.  28;  1742-43,  chap 
18;  174.3-44,  chap.  6;  1744-45,  chap.  25;  1744-45,  chap 
26;  1744-45,  chap.  27 ;  1745-46,  chap.  7;  174.5-46,  chap 
16;  1746-47,  chap.  6;  1746-47,  chap.  17;  1746-47 
chap.  26;  1746-47,  cliap.  27;  1746-47,  chap.  28 
1747-48,  chap  3 ;  1747-4S,  chap.  7;  1748-49,  chap.  9 
1748-49,  chap.  12;  174.S-49,  cliap  14;  1748-49,  chap 
18;  1749-50,  chap.  3;  1749-.50,  chap.  6;  1749-50 
chap.  7;  1749-50,  chap.  12;  1749-50,  cbap.  22 
1749-50,  chap.  23;  1749-50,  chap.  24;  1749-50,  chap 
27;  1750-51,  chap.  5;  1750-51,  cbap.  21;  1750-51 
chap.  22;  1752-.53,  chap.  12;  1752-.^)3,  chap.  13 
175i-.53,  chap  18;  1752-53,  chap.  20;  1753-54,  chap 
9;  1753-54,  chap.  29;  1753-54,  cliap,  44;  1751-55 
chap.  21;  1754-55.  chap.  26;  1755-56,  chap.  9 
1755-56,  chap.  43 ;  17.5G-57,  cbap.  28;  1756-57,  chap 
31;  1757-58,  chap.  5;  1757-58,  chap.  10;  1757-58 
chap.  11;  1758-59,  cbap.  6;  1758-59,  chap  18 
1758-59,  chap.  33;  1758-59,  chap.  37;  1758-59,  chap 
17;  1759-00,  chap.  21;  1759-60,  chap  29;  1759-60, 
chap  38;  1760-61,  chap.  13;  1760-61,  chap.  19 
1760-61,  chap  35;  17C0-6i,  chap  28;  1761-62,  chap 
5;  1761-62,  chap.  14;  1761-62,  chap.  16;  1762-63 
chap.  13;  17(i2-63,  cbap.  19;  1762-63,  chap.  26: 
1763-64,  chap.  3;  1763-64,  chap  18;  1764-65 
chap.  10;  1761-65  chap.  24;  1764-65,  chap  25 
1764-65,  chap.  34;  1765-66,  chap.  12;  1765-66 
chap.  20;  1765-66,  chap  19;  176.5-66,  chap.  30 
1766-67,  chap.  17;  1766-67,  cbap.  16;  1766-67,  chap 
13;  1767-68,  chap.  10;  1767-68,  chap.  16;  1767-68, 
chap.  13;  1767-68,  chap.  17;  1769-70,  chap.  7 
1769-70,  chap.  13;  1770-71,  chap.  21;  1770-71,  chap 
32;  1772-73,  chap.  17;  1772-73,  chap.  20;  1772-73 
chap.  45;  1772-73,  cbap.  46;  1772-73,  chap.  51 
1773-74,  chap.  29;  1773-74,  chap  30;  1773-74,  chap 
32;  1774,  chap.  6], 

An  act  for  prolonging  the  tune  for  administering  tlie 
oath,  or  afflnnatiou,  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  to 
comrais.sioncd  niilitaiy  officers  [1778-79,  chap.  47],    . 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intitled  "  An  act  for 
encouraging  the  fixing  out  armed  vessels  to  defend 
the  sea-coast  of  America,  and  for  erecting  a  court  to 
try  and  condemn  all  vessels  that  shall  be  found 
in[f]  [»]esting  tbc  same  "  [1775-76,  cbap.  7,  ^  8] , 

An  act  to  set  off  that  part  of  Bernardston  which  lies  on 
the  west  side  of  Green  River,  from  said  town,  and 
annexing  the  same  to  the  town  of  Colrain, 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  preservation  and 
increase  of  moose  and  deer,  on  Tarpfo]  [«w]lin-Cove 
Island  and  [NJ  [J/]ennemcset  Island  [.s],  lying  and 
being  in  the  county  of  Dukes  County  [1765-66,  chap 
19], 

An  act  for  furtber  augmenting  certain  fees,  allowances 
and  penal  ties,  established  by  la  ws  of  th  is  .state  [  1 777-78 
chap.  17;  1778-79,  cbap.  21 ;  1779-80,  chap.  1], . 

An  act  for  mcorporatitig  certain  iiersons  therein  men- 
tioned, into  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  JMassa 
chusetts  Charitable  Society,         .... 

An  act  for  the  repealing  an  act  of  the  general  court,  of 
pardon  and  indemnification  fur  certain  oflFences 
therein  mentioned ;  and  f(ir  holding  a  superior  court, 
etc.,  in  tbe  coufity  of  Berkshire  [1778-79,  chap.  38], 

An  act  for  continuing  an  act  intitled  "An  act  to  pre- 
vent tbe  sale  of  goods  at  public  auction"  [1778-79, 
chap.  29] 


1779. 


Nov.  25, 

Nov.  29, 

Nov.  30, 

Dec.  2, 


Nov.  1,  1785. 
July  1,  1780. 


Dec.    7, 

Dec.   7, 

Dec.   16, 

1780. 
Jan.    3, 

1779. 
Dec.   24, 


Dec.  1,  1785. 
Oct.   4, 1780. 


Jan.   1, 1781. 
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1779-80.  —  Thuid  Session. 

Chapter  27.  An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  two  laws  that  are 
expired  [1749-50,  chap,  13 ;  1769-70,  chap.  14],  . 

Chapter  28.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intitled  "  An  act  for  further 
augmenting  certain  fees,  allowances  and  penalties, 
estaljli.^hed  by  the  laws  of  this  state  "  [1779-80,  chap. 
23;  1777-78,  cbap.  24], 

Chapter  29.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  security  and  payment  of  the 
bal[l]ances  that  may  appear  to  be  due  by  virtue  of  a 
resolution  of  the  gonei'al  asseinbly,  of  the  sixth  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  to  this  state's  quota  of  the  Continental  Army, 
agreeal  de  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  and  for 
supplying  the  treasury  with  a  sum  of  money  for 
that  purpose  [1776-77,  chap  14] 

Chapter  30.  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  two 
millions  seven  hundred  and  seventy  .thousand  six 
hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds  two  shillings  and 
twopence,  upon  the  several  towns  and  other  places 
in  this  state  hereinafter  named,  for  defreying  \the*^ 
public  charges;  and  also  for  assessing  a  tax  of 
twenty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-two 
pounds,  paid  the  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives for  their  travel  and  attendance  in  the  general 
court  the  two  first  sittings  in  the  pre  -ent  year,   . 

Chapter  31.  An  act  tor  supplying  the  treasury  of  this  state  with  a 
sura  of  money,  to  be  paid  in  bills  of  the  Continental 
currency,  equal  in  value  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling  money  of  Gi-eat 
Britain,  to  enable  the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  dis- 
charge any  sums  which  may  be  borrowed  on  loan, 
in  Europe,  in  behalf  of  said  state,      .... 

Fourth  Session. 

Chapter  32.  An  act  to  indemnify,  and  secure  from  prosecutions  in 
law,  persons  who,  by  their  lauda))le  exertions  under 
the  late  government  of  the  king,  of  Great  Britain, 
have  exposed  themselves  to  actions  of  dam  [m]  age, 
and  other  prosecutions,  in  certain  cases, 

Chapter  33.  An  act  for  annexing  the  plantation  called  New  Provi- 
dence, in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  to  the  town  of 
Adams 

Chapter  34.  An  act  for  incorporating  the  easterly  part  of  the  town 
of  Sudbury,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  into  a 
8ep[e]  fa]  rate  town  by  the  name  of  East  .Sudbury,    . 

Chapter  35.  An  act  tor  incorporating  the  easterly  precinct  in  the 
town  of  Mendon,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  into  a 
6ep[e]  [a]  rate  town  by  the  name  of  Milford, 

Chapter  36.  An  act  more  effectually  providing  for  the  security,  sup- 
port and  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  brou;j;ht  into 
this  state ;  and  for  repealing  an  act  intitled  "  An  act 
for  securing  and  making  provision  for  the  support  of 
prisoners  who  may  be  taken  by  any  American  armed 
vessel,  and  \)ro[ughYt  into  any  port  in  this  state" 
[1776-77,  chap.  35] 

Chapter  37.  An  act  for  further  augmenting  certain  fees,  allowances 
and  penalties,  estai)lished  by  Laws  of  this  state,  and 
for  enlarging  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace 
[1779-80,  chaps.  1,  23  and  28;  1777-78,  chap.  17; 
1777-78,  chap.  24], 

Chapter  38.  An  act  for  annexing  John  Adams  and  others,  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  of  Sutton,  with  their  lands,  to  the 
town  of  Northbridge •  . 

Chapter  39.    An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intitled  "  An  act  for  incor- 
porating the  plantation  called  Coxhall,  in  the  county  • 
of  York,  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Coxhall " 
[1777-78,  chap.  23] 
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Chapter  40.  An  act  making  provision  for  calling  in,  to  be  destroyed, 
this  state's  quota,  according  to  the  present  apportion- 
ment, of  all  the  public  bills  of  credit  which  have 
been  emitted  by  Congress ;  and  for  making  and 
emitting,  on  the  credit  of  this  state,  other  bills  of 
credit,  not  to  exceed  tlie  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  pounds ;  and  for  establishing  funds 
sufficient  to  secure  the  redemption  of  the  bills  so 
emitted,  Ijy  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  as  recommended  by  a 
resohition  of  Conccress,  of  the  eigliteenth  of  March, 
in  the  present  year,  and  in  conformity  thereto;  also 
for  paying,  annually,  in  specie,  the  interest  arising 
on  notes  which  have  been  issued  upon  the  credit  of 
the  province,  colony,  or,  now,  state,  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  promising  to  "be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  [1779-80, 
chap.  29], 

Chapter  41.  An  act  for  enquiring  into  the  rateable  property  in  this 
state  [1777-78,  chap.  29], 

Chapter  42.  An  act  for  erecting  a  district  J[with]  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  by  the  name  of  Carlisle  [1753-54,  chap. 
36], 

Chapter  43.  An  act  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  court  of 
general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  inferio[u]r  court 
of  common  pleas  within  the  county  of  Essex  [1769- 
70,  chap.  18] , 

Chapter  44.  An  act  to  supply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  ten  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds, 

Chapter  45.  An  act  to  suj^ply  the  treasury  with  the  sum  of  forty- 
nine  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  thirty  pounds 
[1778-79,  chap.  42] 

Chapter  46.  An  act  to  incoipoi-ate  and  establish  a  society  for  the 
cultivation  and  promotion  of  the  arts,  and  sciences,    . 

Chapter  47.  An  act  for  granting  or  confirming  ceitain  privil[i]  [e]  ges 
to  the  subjects  of  The  Most  Christian  King,  residing 
within  this  state 

Chapter  48.  An  act  to  prevent  and  punish  desertion,  and  for  appre- 
hending and  securing  deserters,  from  the  Continental 
Army  [1779-80,  chap  9] 

Chapter  49.  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  five  mil- 
lions six  hundred  and  one  thousand  and  twenty-five 
pounds  six  shillings  and  sevenpence,  upon  the  fov- 
'  era!  towns  and  other  places  in  this  state  hereinafter 

named,  for  defreying  the  public  charges ;  and  for  the 
carrying  into  execution  the  resolves  of  Congress  of 
the  eighteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty ;  and  also  for  assessing  a  tax  of  thirty- 
three  thousand  four  hundred  forty-four  pounds  ten 
shillings,  paid  the  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives for  their  travel  and  attendance  in  the  gen- 
eral court  the  two  last  sittings  in  the  present  year,     . 


1393 


1394 


139S 


1780.  —  First  Session. 

Chapter  1.  An  act  for  raising  by  lotteiy  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the 
roads  in  the  Green  Woods,  so  called,  in  the  counties 
of  Hampshire  and  Berkshire, 

Chapter  2.  An  act  to  set  George  Sumner  and  Ebenezcr  Sumner, 
and  lands  of  Nathaniel  Sumner,   EsqCO,  from  the 

*  town  of  Stoughton,  and  to  annex  them  to  the  town 
of  Dedham, 

Chapter  3.  An  act  for  Bet[^]ing  off  a  part  of  Royalston,  called 
Royalston  Leg,  and  annexing  the  same  to  the  town 
of  Winchendon, 


1780. 


May  5, 

April  28, 

April  28, 

May  2, 

May  3, 

May  3, 

May  4, 

May  5, 

May  6, 


May        5, 


June     14, 

June     17, 
June     17, 


July    20,  178a 


f  July  15,  1780. 
I  Sept.  15,  1780. 
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1397 


1398 


1399 


TITLES. 


1780.  —  First  Session  —  Con. 

1395  Chapter  4.  An  act  for  repealing  two  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  [one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine] 
[1779]',  also  a  resolve  passed  April  [tenth,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty]  [1 0th,  1 780] , 
so  far  as  said  acts  and  resolve  prohibits  the  exporta- 
tion of  any  articles,  to  either  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  land  [1779-80,  chap.  13;  1779-80,  chap. 
15] 

Chapter  5.  An  act  for  prolonging  the  time  for  adniinist[e]  ring  the 
oath,  or  affirmation,  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  to 
commissioned  military  officers  [1779-80,  chap.  19],   . 

Chapter  6.  An  act  appointing  conmiissioners,  on  the  part  of  this 
state,  to  complcat  the  bills  of  credit  which  may  be 
emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  state,  in  consequence  of 
a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  [eighteen]  [i 5]  th 
day  of  March  last,  and  the  law  of  this  state  for  car- 
rying the  same  into  execution,  and  making  other 
provision  relative  thereto  [1779-80,  chap.  40,  ^6], 

Chapter  7.  An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  sundry  laws  tliat 
are  expired  and  near  expiring  [1776-77,  chap.  45; 
1778-79,  chap  2;  1778-79,  chap.  31;  1778-79,  chap. 
36;  1779-80,  chap.  10], 

Chapter  8.  An  act  for  the  punitihment  of  such  persons  as  shall 
encourage  desertions  from  the  fleets  and  armies  of 
any  foreign  power  who  shall  jirosecute  the  war  in 
America  in  conjunction  Avith  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  for  recovering  such  deserters  as  shall 
conceal  themselves  among  the  inhabitants  [1779-80, 
chap.  9;  1779-80,  chap.  48] 

Chapter  9.  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  seventy- 
two  thousand  pounds,  upon  the  several  towns  and 
other  places  within  this  state  hereinafter  named,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  funds  to  secure  the  re- 
demption of  the  bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  an  act 
of  the  general  assembly,  passed  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty;  and  also  for  paying, 
annually,  in  specie,  the  interest  arising  on  notes, 
which  have  been  issued  upon  the  Credit  of  the  prov- 
ince, colony,  or,  now,  state,  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
promising  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  [1779-80, 
chap.  40] 

Second  Session. 

1411  Chapter  10.  An  act  for  annexing  Josiah  Blood,  with  the  whole  of 
his  land  lying  in  the  district  of  Carli[s]le,  to  the 
town  of  Concord  [1779-80,  chap.  42],         .        .    .    . 

1411  Chapter  11.  An  act  to  set  off  a  part  of  the  town  of  Stoughton,  and 
annexing  it  to  the  town  of  Stoiightonham, 

1412  Chapter  12.  An  act  for  carrying  into  execution  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  [twentie]  \20]th  of  March  last;  and  for 
repealing  certain  clauses  of  an  act  made  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  [e]  [«]ntitled  "An  act  to  prevent  forging  and 
altering  liills  of  public  credit,  and  for  preventing  the 
depreciation  thereof,  and  fur  making  the  bills  of 
credit  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  the  bills  of  this 
government,  a  tender  in  all  payments;"  and  for 
establishing  a  rule  of  depreciation  [1775-76,  chap. 
18,  <5^W,  5  and  6] 

1416  Chapter  13.  An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  one  law  of  this 
state,  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  intitled 
"An  act  for  the  repealing  one  part  of  a  iaw  of  this 
state,  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  intitled 


Date 
of  Passai^e. 


1780. 


Jane  20, 

June  19, 

June  19, 

June  22, 

June  23, 


June     19, 


Sept.     12, 
Sept.     19, 


Sept.     29, 


Expired  or  bad  Iti 
effect 


March  1, 1781. 


Nov.     2, 1781. 


Nov.     1, 1780. 


Public  Acts. 
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Date 
of  Passage. 


Expired  or  had  Its 
effect. 


1418 


1418 
1421 


1780.  —  Second  Session  —  Con. 

'  An  act  for  repealing  one  law  of  this  colony,  made 
and  passed  in  the  foui-th  year  of  the  reign  of  William 
and  Mary,  king  and  queen,  intitled  "  An  act  for 
regulating  fees  and  allowances  of  the  several  oflScevs 
and  persons,  within  this  colony,  hereinafter  men- 
tioned,"'" and  for  repealing  another  act  or  law  of 
this  state,  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  .seven  hundred  and  eighty,  intitled 
"  An  act  for  further  augmenting  certain  fees,  allow- 
ances and  penalties  estabusned  by  laws  of  this  state, 
and  for  enlargini;  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the 
peace"  [1777-78,  chap.  17;  1779-80,  chap.  37],  . 

Chapter  14.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  intiUed  "  An  act  in  furthiT 
addition  to  and  explanation  of  an  act  in  addition  to 
an  act  for  erecting  of  a  powder-house  in  Boston  " 
[1732-33,  chap.  9;  1771-72,  chap.!)],  . 

Chapter  15.  An  act  to  incorporate  an  acaaemy  in  (he  town  of 
Andover,  by  the  name  of  Phillips  Academy, 

Chapter  16.  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assei^sing  a  [tax  of*]  five 
millions  six  Imndred  and  one  thousand  and'twenty- 
six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  lourpence,  upon 
the  several  towns  and  other  pla[ce.?  in  ^»]his  state 
hereinafter  named,  for  defraying  the  public  charges ; 
and  for  carryin"  into  execution  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress of  the  eighteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  [1779-80,  chap.  40],     . 


1780. 


Oct.         3, 

Oct  4, 

Oct.         4, 


Sept.     30, 


July     6,  1781. 


March  10, 1787. 


Dec.  15,  1780. 
Mar  15,  1781. 


*  EngrosBment  mutilated. 
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LIST  OF  THE  TITLES  OF  PRIVATE  ACTS. 


Date 
of  Passage. 


Disallowed 
by  Privy 
Council. 


181 


1771-72.  —  Second  Session. 

An  Act  to  change  the  Christian  name  of  William  Clark  Tyler  from 
William  Clark  to  Royall 


1772. 


April     25, 


259 


1772-73.  —  First  Session. 

An  Act  for  changing  the   Christian  name  of  Willard  Wheeler  from 
WiUard  to  William  WUlard, 


346 


1773-74.  —  First  Session. 


An  Act  to  enable  Bunker  Spragne  of  Maiden  In  the  Comity  of  Middle- 
sex to  take  the  name  of  Ebenezer  Hamden 


July     14, 


1773. 


Jmie     29, 


Si 

TITLES. 

Date 
of  Passage. 

972 

1778-79.  —  Second  Session. 
An  Act  for  Naturalizing  Peter  Landais,  Esquire, 

1778. 
Oct.       15, 

1231 

1779-80.  —  Fourth  Session. 
An  Act  for  dissolving  the  Marriage  of  Philip  Turner  and  Mercy  Turner,     . 

1780. 
April     14, 

Kesolves. 
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RESOLVES. 


Acts  eblatinq  to  thk 
gekebal  subject-matter. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF  THE   KESOLVE. 


1769-70, 
1769-70, 

1769-70, 


1769-70, 
1769-70, 
1769-70, 

1769-70, 

1769-70, 
1769-70, 
1769-70, 
1769-70, 


1769-70, 

18, 

1769-70, 

18, 

1769-70, 

24, 

1770-71, 

3, 

1770-71, 

7, 

1770-71, 

7, 

1770-71, 
1770-71, 

8^: 

1770-71, 

16, 

1770-71, 

18. 

17-70-71, 

31, 

1770-71, 

31, 

1, 

6, 
13, 


15, 
15, 
15, 

18, 

18, 
18, 
18, 
18, 


Resolve  remitting  taxes  laid  upon  Ashburnham  and  lay- 
ing tlie  same  on  other  towns,     .        .        .        . 
Resolve  granting  £5,  17s.  to  the  committee  sent  to  Ips- 
wich, and  adding  the  same  to  the  taxes  of  Ips- 
wich, Middleton,  Heading,  Boxford  and  Dan- 

vers, 

Resolve  exempting  proprietors  of  pews  in  the  several 
meeting-houses  in  Newburyport,  who  do  not 
attend  worsliip  there,  from  ministerial  or  par- 
ish charges;  also  empowering  non- proprietors 
of  pews  to  vote  for  raising  and  appropriating 
money  in  the  societies  where  they  usually  at- 
tend worship,      .        .        .        .   *    . 

Resolve  coufliming  the  vote  of  the  proprietors  of  Win- 
cheiidon,  and  authorizing  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  tax  mentioned  therein,   . 

Resolve  directing  notice  to  the  non-resident  proprietors 
of  Winchendon  to  appe;;r  at  the  next  session, 
to  answer  the  petition  of  Daniel  Simpson,  .  . 
Kesolvc  referring  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  \Vinchendon  to  the  next  ses- 
sion ;  and  directing  the  treasurer  not  to  issue 
execution  for  tlie  tax  of  17G7,    .... 

Resolve  adjourning  the  general  sessions  and  court  of 
common  pleas  tor  the  counties  of  Bristol  and 
Barnstable, 

Resolve  adjourning  tlie  geneiral  sessions  and  coiu-t  of 
common  pleas  in  liristol  Cmmty, 

Resolve  adjourning  the  general  sessions  and  court  of 
common  pleas  in  Worcester  County, 

Resolve  adjourning  the  general  sessions  and  court  of 
common  pleas  in  Middlesex  County, 

Resolve  adjourning  the  general  sessions  and  court  of 
common  pleas  in  the  counties  of  Hampshire 
and  Bristol, 

Resolve  adjourning  the  general  sessions  and  court  of 
common  pleas  in  Hampsliire  County, 

Resolve  adjourning  the  geheral  sessions  and  court  of 
common  pleas  in  Bristol  County, 

Resolve  on  tlie  petition  of  Samnel  Wilder,  agent  for  Ash- 
bm-nham,  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Resolve  directing  notice  to  J'aunton  to  show  cause  the 
next  session,  on  the  petition  of  Brldgewater, 
Middleborough  and  Halifax,     .... 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  discharge  the  town  of 
Deerfield  the  sura  of  £i,  Is.  lOd.  and  lay  the 
same  on  Shelbnrne  and  Conway, 

Resolve  remitting  a  line  of  £8,  laid  on  Westford ;  £6,  on 
Sherborn ;  £5,  on  Southliorough ;  £7,  on  Chel- 
sea; and  £10,  on  Georgetown 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £5,  laid  on  Upton,  . 

Resolve  du-ecting  the  treasurer  not  to  issue  warrants  as 
required  by  act,  until  Nov.  1,  1771,   . 

Resolve  directing  notice  on  the  petition  of  William  Hark- 
ness  and  others, 

Resolve  granting  a  tax  of  1^  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands 
in  Westminster, 

Resolve  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  sell  an  island  in 
Connecticut  River, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  deliver  to  John  Worth- 
ington  the  produce  of  the  sale  of  the  above- 
mentioned  island, 


Jan.  14,  1768. 
Apr.  26,  1770. 

Apr.  29,  1779.* 

Nov.  7,  1766. 
June  10,  1767. 

July  14,  1769. 

Nov.  6,  1765. 
Feb.  12,  1766. 
Oct.  29,  1766. 
Nov.  13,  1766. 

Feb.  6,  1767. 
Jan.  20,  1768. 
Jan.  30,  1768. 
July  12,  1769, 

Apr.  20,  1770. 

Nov.  5,  1770. 

June  18,  1771. 
June  28,  1771. 

Jnly  5,  1771. 

June  7, 1771. 

Feb.  23,  1768. 

Nov.  10,  1770. 

Apr.  15, 1771. 


•  Printed  resolves,  chapter  Cm. 
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Acts  belatino  to  the 
general  subject- matteb. 


Year. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT  OF  THE  RESOLVE. 


1770-71, 

1770-71, 
1770-71, 

1770-71, 
1770-71, 


1771-72, 
1771-72, 
1771-72, 

1772-73, 


1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 


35, 

35, 
35, 

35, 
35, 


1, 
10, 
14, 


10, 
11, 

17, 
21, 

26, 

26, 
34, 

35, 

36, 

42, 
50, 

3, 
13, 

14, 

14, 


Resolve  directing  the  committee  on  the  lighthouse  to  pur- 
chase Thatcher's  Island,  and  erect  the  light- 
house and  a  house  fur  the  keeper. 

Resolve  granting  £11,  to  James  Kirkwood,  liglithouse 
keeper, 

Resolve  of  the  i)rovincial  congi-ess,  granting  £78,  13s.  to 
James  Kirkwood,  for  his  services  and  expenses 
as  keeper  of  the  lighthouses  on  Thatcher's 
Island 

Resolve  appointing  Stephen  Choate  to  examine  into  the 
situation  of  the  lighthouse  at  or  near  Glou- 
cester,   

Resolve  empowering  Stephen  Choate  to  discover  all  per- 
sons who  have  taken  from  Thatcher's  Island, 
any  articles  being  the  property  of  this  state; 
and  to  take  possession  of  the  articles  that  now 
remain  on  said  island,        .  .     '   . 

Resolve  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,   .... 

Resolve  appropriating  money  in  the  treasury,  . 

Resolve  directing  the  manner  of  assessing  taxes  in  Green- 
field, until  a  new  valuation,       .        .        .        . 

Resolve  directing  notice  on  the  petition  of  James  Pres- 
cott,  and  referring  the  considei-ation  of  the 
petition  to  the  next  session ;  also  staying  all 
law  proceedings  imtil  the  further  order  of 
court, 

Resolve  dkecting  notice  on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Wyman 
and  others, 

Resolve  directing  notice  to  the  town  of  Rutland  to  show 
cause,  etc.,  the  next  session,  on  the  petitions 
of  John  Parker  and  others  and  Oliver  Witt 
and  others ;  also  notice  to  Rutland  and  Paxton 
on  the  petiti<jn  of  Seth  Metcalf, 

Resolve  directing  notice  to  the  town  of  Danvers  to  show 
cause,  etc.,  the  next  session,  on  the  petition  of 
Archelaus  Putnam  and  Archelaus  Dale,  . 

Resolve  directing  notice  to  the  non-resident  proprietors 
of  Sheiburne,  on  the  petition  of  John  Wells 
and  others, 

Resolve  for  a  hearing  on  the  line  from  Accord  Pond  to 
Angle  Tree, 

Resolve  postponing  the  above  hearing,      .... 

Resolve  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court's 
committee,  and  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,      .        .        • 

Resolve  laying  a  tax  of  .^  penny  per  acre,  for  four  years, 
on  the  non-resident  proprietors'  lands  in  West- 
minster,        

Resolve  directing  notice  to  the  town  of  Great  Harrington, 
on  tiie  petition  of  Joiin  Hamlin, 

Resolve  continuing  the  fee  act  until  furtlier  orders,  . 

Resolve  directing  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  sessions  for 
Lincoln  County,  to  send  out  his  warrants  for 
plantation  meetings  in  May  next,     . 

Resolve  dii-ecting  notice  to  the  proprietors  of  Belfast,  to 
show  cause  etc.,  the  next  session,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Gilmore  and  others. 

Resolve  on  the  petition  of  Caleb  Gratfam  of  Windham  in 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  empowering  the 
several  courts  of  law  to  receive  such  cause  or 
action  as  may  be  depending  in  said  courts, 

Resolve  granting  £5  to  the  committee  on  Taunton  and 
Middleboiougli  bounds ;  and  directing  that  the 
amount  be  added  to  the  tax  of  Taunton  in  the 
next  tax  act, 

Resolve  remitting  fines  laid  on  Scarljorough,  for  not  send- 
ing a  representative  for  the  yearsf  1770  and 
1771 


June  22, 1771. 
June  29,  1773. 

June  24, 1775. 
May  5,  1780.* 


June  23,  1780.-^ 
Apr.  26,  1771. 
Apr.  22,  1772. 

Apr.  11,  1772. 


Apr.  24,  1772. 
June  10,  1772. 

June  5,  1771. 
Apr.  10,  1772. 

July  1,  1771. 

Jan.  14,  1773. 
Feb.  9,  1773. 

Jan.  30,  1773. 

June  13,  1760. 

Oct.  22,  1770. 
Jan.  22,  1776. 

Mar.  8,  1774. 

June  14,  1774. 

Sept.  19,  1780. 

Apr.  19,  1771. 
June  17,  1772. 


•  Printed  resolves  of  the  March  session,  cliipter  CCCXIII. 


t  Ibid.,  May  seBsion,  chapter  CXVIII. 
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Acts  eklatino  to  the 
generax  sdbject-mattek. 


Tear. 


Chapter. 


1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1774, 

1774, 


1774, 

8, 

1775-7G, 

2, 

1775-76, 

2, 

1775-76, 

2, 

1775-76, 

2, 

1775-76, 

2, 

14,  , 
14,  , 

14, 

14, 
14, 

14, 
14, 

14, 

14, 

24, 

24, 
24, 

24, 

27, 

29, 

30, 
8, 


SUBJECT   OF   THE   RESOLVE. 


Resolve  allowing  £12,  to  the  town  of  Hardwiek  and  £12, 
to  the  town  of  Kingston,  being  fines  remitted 
the  List  cession, 

Resolve  directing  that  there  be  paid  to  Barnabas  Freeman 
£5,  11*.  Sd.  for  the  use  of  Eastham,  and 
£4,  8s.  Ad.  for  the  use  of  Wcllfloct,   . 

Resolve  allowing  £8,  to  Phinehas  llcywood,  for  the  ase 
of  the  town  of  Holden,  being  a  fine  remitted,  . 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £12,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Needham, 

Resolve  allowing  £6,  to  Ebenezer  White,  for  the  use  of 
the  town  of  Warchani,  and  £11,  to  Joseph 
Read,  for  the  town  of  Westford,  being  fines 
remitted  said  towns, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £12,  laid  on  the  town  of  Med- 
way 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £12,  laid  on  the  town  of  Leo- 
minster; one  of  £12,  on  Duxljury,  and  cne  of 
£6,  on  Upton, 

Resolve  remitting  fines  to  the  amount  of  £29  laid  on  the 
town  of  Dunstable;  £11,  on  Grafton,  and  £36, 
on  Littleton 

Resolve  allowing  £14,  10s.  to  the  town  of  Harpswell, 
being  a  fine  laid  on  them  for  not  sending  a 
representative  for  the  years  1771  and  1772, 

Resolve  referring  tbc  petition  of  Aslifield  proprietors  and 
the  reiiort  of  the  committee  sent  there,  to  the 
next  session;  and  suspending  all  law  proceed- 
ings in  the  meantime, 

Resolve  staying  all  legal  pi'oceediiigs  relative  to  lands  in 
Ashficld,  and  continuing  the  same  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court,  . 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  Ashficld, 
appraise  the  land,  estimate  the  damage,  etc., 
and  report  to  the  General  Court ;  and  staying 
legal  proceedings  in  the  meantime,  . 

Resolve  confirming  the  sales  of  land  in  Ashlield  on  con- 
ditions, and  providing  for  the  iiayment  of 
Daniel  Williams,  and  the  .settlement  of  certain 
actions  pendmg  at  the  inferior  court, 

Resolve  ordering  notice  to  the  first  and  fifth  parishes  of 
Springfield,  on  the  petition  of  Stony  Hill, 

Resolve  dkecting  notice  to  the  owners  of  Perkins's  dam, 
on  the  petition  of  Josiah  Edson, 

Resolve  granting  £40,  to  the  Chappaquiddic  Indians, 

Resolve  granting  £36,  6s.  to  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  and 
laying  the  same  on  Northbridge, 

Resolve  gi-anting  £24,  Is.  Sd.  to  the  town  of  Plymouth 
and  £7  to  the  committee  sent  to  Plymouth, 
and  laying  the  same  on  the  several  towns  in 
Barnstable  County  in  the  next  tax;  also  dis- 
chaxf^ing  Barnstable  County  from  the  paj'ment 
of  any  futher  sum  towards  building  or  repair- 
ing Eell  River  Bridge 

Resolve  dheeting  the  constables  and  collectors  to  com- 
plete the  collection  of  taxes  assessed  previous 
to  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 

Resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  recommending  the 
issuing  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of 
£100,000, 

Resolve  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  inspect  the  press, 
etc., 

Resolve  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  sign  and  num- 
btr  the  bills,  and  directing  the  manner,  etc. 

Resolve  providing  for  the  nuni])ering  and  signing  of  the 
bills  of  credit, 

Resojve  granting  £05,  4s.  to  the  committee  for  number- 
ing and  signing  bills  of  credit,   .        .        .        . 


Date. 


Feb.  4,  1774. 

Feb.  17,  1774. 
Feb.  24,  1774. 
June  10,  1774. 

June  11, 1774. 
June  14,  1774. 

June  15,  1774. 

June  16,  1774. 

June  27,  1777. 

Apr.  23,  1772. 
July  14,  1772. 

Feb.  5,  1773. 

June  23,  1773. 

June  11,  1771. 

June  9,  1773. 
Feb.  24,  1774. 

June  11,  1774. 


June  4,  1774. 


Oct.  18,  1777. 

July  6,  1775. 
Aug.  23,  1775. 
Atig.  24,  1775. 
Sept.  22,  1775. 
Jan.  9,  1776. 
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ACTS    RtLATINO  TO  THE 
GBNBBAI.   SUBJECT-MATTER, 


Year. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF   THE   RESOLVE. 


Data. 


1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76. 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 

1775-76, 


1775-76, 
1775-76, 
1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 


1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1776-77, 


9, 
9. 
9, 
9, 

10. 


1775-76, 
1775-76, 

16 
16 

1775-76, 

16 

1775-76, 

18 

1775-75. 

18 

1775-76, 

19 

1775-76, 

21 

Resolve  empowering  plantations  to  join  Avith  the  towns 
to  wUicli  tlicy  are  taxed,  in  the  choice  of  rep- 
resentatives,         

Resolve  reviving  and  continuing  actions  that  were  pend- 
ing in  the  inferior  courts, 

Resolve  of  the  provincial  congress,  establishing  a  form  of 
oath  to  be  administered  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers in  the  army, 

Resolve  of  the  provincial  congress,  establishing  a  form  of 
oath  to  be  administered  to  the  general  officers 
in  the  army, 

Resolve  granting  £100  to  Jonathan  Hastings,  . 

Resolve  requiring  all  justices  of  the  peace  to  administer 
the  oath  to  soldiers,  without  fee, 

Resolve  remitting  the  tax  on  Hull, 

Resolve  remitting  one-half  of  the  tax  on  Falmouth, 

Resolve  empowering  the  then  assessors  of  Chelsea  to 
assess  the  tax  laid  in  1775,         .        .        .        . 

Resolve  providing  for  the  capture  of  vessels  by  persons 
not  commissioned, 

Resolve  establishing  tho  fees  of  the  admiralty  courts. 

Resolve  adjom'ning  the  admiralty  court  for  the  counties 
of  Suffolk,  Essex  and  Middlesex,    . 

Resolve  concerning  the  necessary  qualifications  of  licensed 
retailers, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  deliver  copperplates  to 
Paul  Revere,  and  authorizing;  said  Revere  to 
engrave  a  new  set  of  plates ;  also  appointing 
a  committee  to  take  charge  of  the  press,  . 

Resolve  directing  the  manner  of  immbering  and  signing 
the  bills, 

Resolve  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  consider  the 
manner  of  signing  bills 

Resolve  appointing  two  persons  to  sign  bills  instead  of 
the  two  members  <>f  the  Council, 

Resolve  accepting  the  report  of  the  cummitteo  appointed 
to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  committee  to 
6ignl)ills;  and  discharging  the  committee  last 
named, 

Resolve  directing  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  to 
lend  military  tools, 

Resolve  establishing  blank  forms  for  the  census-takers,  . 

Resolve  for  taking  the  census  of  the  male  inhabitants 
ahove  16  years  of  age, 

Resolve  directing  the  selectmen  of  certain  towns  to  make 
return  of  their  inhabitants 

Resolve  directing  the  arrest  of  all  persons  altering,  coun- 
terfeiting or  endeavoring  to  injure  the  credit 
of,  the  bills  of  credit,  .        .'       .        .        . 

Resolve  allowing  a  bounty  to  Nathaniel  Farrington  and 
others,  for  convicting  A biel  lirintnall. 

Resolve  respecting  captured  vessels  brought  into  the 
eastern  district, 

Resolve  suspending  the  operation  of  the  test  act  until  the 
further  order  of  the  General  Court,  and  ap- 
pointed a  joint  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill 
amending  the  act 

Resolve  empowering  the  clerk  of  tho  superior  court 
to  issue  veniries  for  Essex  and  York  coun- 
ties  

Resolve  relative  to  veniries  issued  by  the  clerk  of  the 
superior  court, 

Resolve  directing  the  printer  to  correct  and  reprint  (me 
sheet  of  the  lee-liill ;  and  app{jinting  a  commit- 
tee to  inspect  the  press  for  the  future,  until 
further  orders,    .        .        .        .  ■     ._       . 

Resolve  granting  £51,  4s.  to  the  committee  for  number- 
ing and  signing  bills  of  credit 


Apr.  29,  1777. 
Aug.  31,  1776. 

May  5,  1775. 


May  17,  1775. 
Oct:  25,  1776. 

Feb.  3,  1777. 
June  27,  1776. 
Oct.  23,  1776. 

Feb.  15, 1779. 

Nov.  11,  1775. 
Jan.  25, 1776. 

Mar.  20,  1776. 

Nov.  7, 1775. 


Dec.  9,  1775. 
Dec.  30,  1775. 
Jan.  4,  1776. 
Jan.  6,  1776. 

May  1,  1776. 

June  24,  1776. 
Feb.  16, 1776. 

Dec.  10,  1776. 

Jan.  8,  1777. 

Jan.  31,  1776. 
Apr.  30,  1776. 
June  18,  1776. 

July  2,  1776. 

May  31,  1776. 
June  7,  1776. 

June  14, 1776. 
Dec.  7, 1776. 


Resolves. 
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Acts  belatinq  to  thu 
gsnkbal  sdbject-matteb. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF    THE   RESOLVE. 


Date. 


1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 


12. 

12, 
12, 

13, 
13, 


1776-77, 

14, 

1776-77, 

14, 

1776-77, 

14, 

1776-77, 

19, 

1776-77, 

21, 

1776-77, 

21, 

1776-77, 

21, 

1776-77, 

21, 

Resolve  continning  military  commissions  in  force  until 
the  19th  of  Janiiary,  1777,  .        .        .        . 

Resolve  continuing  military  commissions  in  force  until 
tbe  further  order'of  the  General  Court,    . 

Resolve  legalizing  tbe  acts  of  the  deputies  of  Sheriff  Rich- 
mond, of  Bristol  County, 

Resolve  empowering  the  trcasureV  to  borrow  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  allowing 
six  per  cent  interest  on  money  borrowed, 

Resolve  directing  the  committees  of  correspondence,  etc  , 
of  the  several  towns,  to  open  subscription 
lists,    

Resolve  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  report  a  bill 
relative  to  inoculation  for  the  small-pox,  . 

Resolve  directing  tlie  selectmen  of  Boston  to  take  certain 
precautions  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the 
small-pox, 

Resolve  giving  directions  to  the  selectmen  of  Boston, 
with  respect  to  the  sraall-pox,  .... 

Resolve  discontinuing  the  inoculating  hospital  at  Sewall's 
Point, 

Resolve  directing  the  selectmen  of  Roxbury  to  erect  a 
smoke-house  and  employ  persons  to  cleanse 
persons  coming  from  Boston,    .... 

Resolve  directing  the  erection  of  smoke-houses  at  Rox- 
bury, Winnissimmet  Ferry  and  Charlestown 
Neck,  ......... 

Resolve  laying  a  penalty  on  persons  refusing  to  be 
smoked, 

Resolve  directing  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to 
Portsmouth,  to  recommend  the  government  of 
New  Hampshire  to  jiass  an  act  for  preventing 
the  exportation  of  lumber,        .... 

Resolve  giving  Joseph  Frye  liberty  to  lay  out  a  township 
of  six  miles  square,  on  Saco  River ;  and  di- 
recting that  he  give  bond  for  the  settlement, 
and  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds, 

Resolve  accepting  the  plan  of  Fryeburg  and  confirming 
the  same  to  Joseph  Frye,  on  conditions,   . 

Resolve  receiving  back  a  certain  quantity  of  land  from 
Joseph  Frye,  and  grantmg  him  other  land  in 
lieu  thereof, 

Resolve  granting  Elisha  Porter  £16  for  pay  as  representa- 
tive, and  laying  the  same  on  the  town  of  Had- 
ley;  also  Aimer  Morgan  £10,  7s.  Gd.,  and 
laying  the  same  on  Brimtiekl,    .        .        .        . 

Resolve  directing  the  assessors  of  Chilmark  and  Mash- 
pee  to  abate  and  remit  the  taxes  assessed  on 
Zachariah  Mayhew  and  Gideon  ilawley. 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  attend  the  Providence 
Convention, 

Resolve  directing  the  Board  of  War,  selectmen,  etc.  to 
take  measures  to  prevent  the  monopoly  of 
pork,  and  other  provisions,        .... 

Resolve  respecting  the  prices  of  imported  beef  and  other 
articles, 

Resolve  directing  the  register  of  deeds  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  to  keep  his  office  at  Dedham, . 

Resolve  directing  the  raising  one  fifth  part  of  the  militia 
to  reinforce  the  army  at  New  York, 

Resolve  ordering  the  men  drafted  from  the  brigades  in 
Plymouth  and  Barnstable  counties,  to  march 
to  Rhode  Island  instead  of  New  York,    . 

Resolve  providing  for  the  recall  within  two  months,  of 
the  militia  ordered  to  New  York, 

Resolve  repealing  a  portion  of  the  resolve  of  Oct.  19th, 
and  granting  a  liounty  of  £20,  to  the  men  who 
shall  enlist  in  the  Continental  Army, 


Sept.  16,  1776. 
Dec.  6,  1776. 
Mar.  6,  1777. 

Oct.  29,  1776. 

Dec.  6,  1776. 
June  11,  1776. 

Mar.  22,  1776. 
July  3,  1776. 
Sept.  18,  1776. 

Apr.  6,  1778. 

Apr.  7,  1778. 
Apr.  11,  1778. 

Sept.  2,  1776. 

Mar.  3,  1762. 
Feb.  24,  1763. 

June  26,  1772. 

Jan.  22,  1776. 

Dec.  1,  1777. 
Nov.  16,  1776. 

Jan  30,  1777. 
Mar.  15,  1777. 
Nov.  21,  1776. 
Sept.  12,  1776. 

Sept.  13,  1776 
Sept.  17,  1776. 

Nov.  25,  1776. 
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Acts  kelatino  to  the 
oenekai,  scbjegt-m attbb. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT  OF  THE  RESOLVE. 


Date. 


1776-77, 
1776-77, 


1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 


1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 

22, 
24, 
24, 

1776-77, 

25, 

1776-77, 

31, 

1776-77, 

31, 

1776-77, 

31, 

1776-77, 

32, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 

32, 
36, 

36, 
36, 
37, 

1776-77, 

38, 

1776-77, 

38, 

1776-77, 

38, 

1776-77, 
1776  77, 

38, 
38. 

1776-77, 

38, 

1776-77, 

38, 

1776-77, 

38, 

1776-77, 

38, 

1776-77, 

38, 

21, 
21, 


21, 

21, 
21, 

21, 

22, 
22, 
22, 
22, 

22, 


Resolve  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  consider  the 
letters  from  Gov.  Trumbull  and  Gen.  Lee, 

Resolves  providing  for  a  further  reinforcement  to  the 
army  at  New  York  ;  amending  and  explaining 
the  act  for  the  reenforcemerit  of  the  army; 
callingon  towns  who  have  not  furnished  the 
men  required  ijy  former  resolves ;  appointing  a 
committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  people ; 
desiring  the  Council  not  to  issue  commissions 
to  privateers :  and  instructing  the  committees 
appointed  to  providij  clothing  for  the  army, 

Resolve  providing  for  supplying  the  selectmen  "with 
money  to  pay  mileage,  etc.,        .... 

Resolve  providmg  for  furnishing  soldiers  with  fire-arms. 

Resolve  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  selectmen's  ac- 
counts for  fire-arms  supplied  the  soldiers, 

Resolve  directing  the  sheritt'of  Bristol  County,  to  liberate 
six  prisoners, 

Resolve  relative  to  the  manner  of  choosing  naval  ofHcers, 

Resolve  appointing  naval  oflficers, 

Resolve  appointing  naval  officers 

Resolve  establishing  the  forms  of  instruments  for  the  use 
of  naval  officers, 

Resolve  fixing  the  term  of  naval  officers ;  and  continuing 
the  present  incumljents  till  others  be  chosen  in 
their  stead, 

Resolve  establishing  a  naval  office  in  Dukes  County, 

Resolve  du'ecting  treasurer's  notes  to  be  stamped,  ". 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  i)ay  notes  that  became 
due  on  the  second  of  the  current  December,    . 

Resolve  relative  to  the  revival  of  actions  at  the  superior 
court 

Resolve  exempting  enlisted  soldiers  from  arrest  in  actions 
of  trespass, 

Resolve  exempting  enlisted  soldiers  from  airest  for  debts 
contracted  since  enlistment,  and  all  debts  con- 
tracted previous  to  enlistment,  under  £15, 

Resolve  exempting  enlisted  or  di'afted  soldiers  from  ar- 
rests for  debt,  during  the  time  of  service. 

Resolve  directing  the  attorney-general  to  i^rosecute  cer- 
tain persons  in  Hampshire  and  Berkshire  coun- 
ties, accused  of  high  treason,    .... 

Resolve  explaining  a  certain  clause  in  the  treason  act, 

Resolve  concerning  deserters, 

Resolve  respecting  deserters  from  the  northern  army, 

Resolve  relative  to  apprehending  deserters, 

Uesolve  directing  the  commissioner  of  the  loan  office  to 
give  bond,   .        .        .        .      ■  . 

Resolve  by  the  provincial  congress,  providing  for  the 
care  of  refugees'  estates, 

Resolve  by  the  provincial  congress,  explaining  a  former 
resolve  lelative  to  letugees' estates,  . 

Resolve  by  the  provincial  congress,  allowing  rum  to  per- 
sons cutting  grass  on  refugees'  estates, 

Resolve  providing  for  the  care  of  refugees'  estates,  . 

Resolve  appointing  a  cummittee  to  t  lUc  charge  of  refu- 
gees' estates  in  Boston, 

Resolve  giving  the  above-mentioned  committee  further 
powers  and  directions 

Resolve  further  jiroviding  for  the  care  of  refugees'  es- 
tates ;  and  directing  that  returns  bo  made  to 
the  General  Court,  of  the  names  of  Tories, 

Resolve  amending  and  explaining  former  resolves  rela- 
tive to  refugees' estates,     

Resolve  relative  to  the  books,  etc  left  by  Harrison 
Gray, 

Resolve  making  provision  for  the  families  of  such  Tories 
as  have  left  the  colony 


Nov.  28,  1776. 


Nov.  29,  1776. 

Dec.  10, 1776. 
Jan.  7,  1777. 

Feb.  5,  1777. 

Apr.  11,  1777. 
Nov.  22,  1776. 
Nov.  27,  1776. 
Dec.  2,  1776. 

Mar.  21,  1777. 


Oct.  18,  1777. 
Feb.  4,  1778. 
Dec.  5,  1776. 

Dec.  29,  1779. 

Feb.  1,  1777. 

Apr.  1,  1776. 

May  8,  1777. 
June  23,  1780. 

Apr.  15,  1778. 
Apr.  29,  1778. 
Aug.  13,  1775. 
Sept,  10,  1776. 
Oct.  29,  1776. 

Feb.  6,  1777. 

June  21, 1775. 

July  8,  1775. 

July  11,  1775. 
Feb.  14,  1776. 

Mar.  25,  1776. 

Apr.  3,  1776. 

Apr.  23,  1776. 
May  4,  1776. 
May  7, 1776. 
June  25,  1776. 


Resolves. 
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Acts  relatinq  to  the 
obneral  snbject-uatteb. 


1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 


1776-77, 

39, 

1776-77, 

39, 

1776-77, 

39, 

1770-77, 

39, 

1776-77, 

39, 

1776-77, 

39, 

1776-77, 

40, 

1776-77, 


1776-77, 

43, 

1776-77, 

43, 

1776-77, 

44, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 

44, 
44, 

1776-77, 

44, 

1776-77, 

46, 

1776-77, 

48, 

1777-78, 

- 

1777-78, 

6, 

1777-78, 

6, 

1777-78. 
1777-78, 


1777-78, 


Chapter. 


38, 
38, 
38, 
38, 

38, 
38, 


40, 


SUBJECT   OF  THE   RESOLVE. 


Resolve  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain  property  left  by 
the  Tories, 

Resolve  directing  the  committee  of  sequestration  to  de- 
liver goods  to  the  Board  of  War, 

Resolve  empoweiing  the  committee  of  sequestration  to  sell 
certain  goods 

Resolve  directing  the  committee  of  sequestration  of  Bos- 
ton, to  deliver  the  property  of  Thomas  Apthorp 
to  Martin  Brimmer, 

Resolve  authorizing  the  judges  of  probate  to  appoint 
suitable  persons,  where  no  agents  are  ap- 
pointed, to  prosecute  trespassers  on  estates  of 
absentees, 

Resolve  empowering  judges  of  probate  to  examine  per- 
sons suspected  of  concealing  property  of  al)- 
sentees ;  and  making  provision  for  the  wives 
and  children  of  absentees,         .... 

Resolve  empowering  the  selectmen  of  Lincoln  to  erect  an 
inoculatins  hospital, 

Resolve  forbidding  inoculation  in  the  barracks,  of  persons 
not  belonging  to  the  aimy,        .... 

Resolve  forbidding  inoculation  for  the  small-pox,  in  cer- 
tain towns, 

Resolve  giving  leave  to  Dr  Warren  to  inoculate  persons 
atSewell's  Point, 

Resolve  repealing  the  resolve  of  June  7th,  forbidding  in- 
oculation in  certain  towns,        .... 

Resolve  discontinuing  the  inoculating  hospital  at  Sewell's 
Point, 

Resolve  confirming  the  purchase  of  a  township  by  Na- 
thaniel Hooker  and  associates,  upon  condi^ 
tions, 

Resolve  referring  the  consideration  of  tha  petition  of 
Moses  Ashley,  to  the  next  session ;  and  order- 
ing notice  to  the  parties  interested,    . 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  procure  paper,  plates, 
etc.,  for  treasurer's  notes, 

Resolve  appointing  committees  to  attend  the  press,  etc., 
while  the  treasurer's  notes  are  being  printed, 

Resolve  by  the  provincial  congress,  making  the  bills  of 
credit  of  Massachusetts  and  the  other  United 
Colonies,  a  tender 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  of  secrecy. 

Resolve  authorizing  the  opening  of  houses  to  search  for 
counterfeit  bills  of  credit, 

Resolve  directing  that  no  person  charged  with  counter- 
feiting, etc.,  shall  bo  admitted  to  bail. 

Resolve  impowering  the  Boai-d  of  War  to  make  such 
allowance  as  may  api^ear  just,  to  Benjamin 
Garfield  and  Malachi  Marble,   .... 

Resolve  empowering  the  court  of  special  sessions  to  ap- 
point a  clerk  and  issue  summonses,  . 

Resolve  empowering  seven  of  the  Council  to  sign  war- 
rants, etc., 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  meet  committees  from 
other  states,  at  Springfield,        .        .        .        . 

Resolves  by  the  Springfield  Convention,  recommending 
the  repeal  of  certain  portions  of  the  monopoly 
act ;  making  provision  for  supplying  the  sol- 
diers and  their  families,  and  preventing  the  en- 
grossing the  necessaries  of  life, 

Resolve  providing  for  supplying  the  soldiers'  families,     . 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  procure  paper,  plates, 
etc.,  for  striking  off  treasurer's  notes  and  bills 
of  credit, 

Resolve  by  the  Springfield  Convention,  recommending 
the  states  to  raise  money  for  the  expenses  of 
the  war,  as  far  as  possible,  by  taxation,  . 


July  4,  1776. 
Jan.  31,  1777. 
May  5,  1777. 

June  17,  1777. 

Dec.  15,  1777. 

Apr.  29,  1778. 
Apr.  11,  1777. 
May  9,  1777. 
June  7,  1777. 
Mar.  12,  1778. 
Apr.  11,  1778. 
May  1, 1778. 

Feb.  9,  1763. 

Feb.  17,  1774. 
May  3,  1777. 
June  30,  1777. 

June  28,  1775. 
May  3,  1777. 

May  7,  1777. 

July  5,  1777. 

June  17,  1777. 
June  6,  1777. 
Apr.  23,  1778. 
June  27,  1777. 


Aug.  6,  1777. 
Oct.  10,  1777. 


May  10,  1777. 
Aug.  6,  1777. 
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Acts  helating  to  the 
general  sdbject-mattkk. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF   THE   RESOLVE. 


Date. 


1777-78, 


1777-78, 

.  7, 

1777-78, 

7, 

1777-78, 

7, 

1777-78, 

7, 

1777-78, 
1777-78. 

7, 
7, 

1777-78, 

7, 

1777-78, 

7, 

1777-78, 

7, 

1777-78, 


1777-78, 


111 


1777-78, 

11, 

1777-78, 

12, 

1777-78, 
1777-78, 

13, 
13, 

1777-78, 

13, 

1777-78, 

13, 

1777-78, 

18, 

1777-78, 

18, 

1777-78, 

18, 

1777-78, 

22, 

1777-78, 

26, 

1777-78, 

26, 

1777-78, 

26, 

1777-78, 

26, 

1777-78, 

28, 

1777-78, 

29, 

1777-78, 

29, 

1778-79, 

31, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  not  to  pay  out  any  bills  of 
this  state,  except  such  as  are  under  six  shil- 
lings,   ......... 

Resolve  providing  for  supporting  the  expenses  of  the 
state  by  taxatit>n  only 

Resolve  desiring  the  president  of  the  Council  to  write  to 
the  president  of  the  Council  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  enclose  a  copy  of  the  act  for  sinking 
bills,    

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  relative  to  receiving 
money  sent  to  him  by  collectors, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  state  bills  of 
credit  of  sheriffs,  constables,  etc., 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  stay  executions,   . 

Resolve  directing  the  Board  of  War  to  pay  into  the 
treasury  all  the  state  bills  in  their  possession,  . 

Resolve  further  directing  the  treasurer  lelative  to  receiv- 
ing money  from  collectors,  etc.. 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  the  state  bills 
until  Aug.  1,  1779, 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  examine  and  burn  the 
bills  ot  credit  emitted  by  this  state,  of  six 
shillings  and  upwards, 

Resolve  discharging  the  treasurer  of  the  sum  of  £137,- 
378,  15.S.  according  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  and  bum  bills  of 
credit, 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  Hartwood, 
etc.,  on  the  petition  of  Elisha  Freeman  and 
others,         .        .        . 

Resolve  directing  notice  to  the  town  of  Lee,  on  the  peti- 
tion ol  the  selectmen  of  Stockbridge, 

.Resolve  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  assist  the  treas- 
urer in  tilling  the  loan  of  £-50,000,     . 

Resolve  relative  to  t;ixes  on  Chesterfield  Gore, 

Resolve  directing  Cliesterfield  Gore  to  pay  taxes  to  Ches- 
terfield,         

Resolve  directing  the  assessors  of  Brunswick  to  abate  the 
taxes  laid  by  them,  on  Royalsborough,    . 

Resolve  directing  the  assessors  of  Windliam  to  abate 
the  taxes  laid  by  them,  on  Raymondtown, 

Resolve  granting  liberty  to  several  of  the  convention 
prisoners  of  war,  to  reside  in  the  state,     . 

Resolve  granting  lilierty  to  Robert  Todd  to  reside  in  the 
state,  .        .    ,    

Resolve  granting  liberty  to  James  Smith  to  reside  at 
Marlborough 

Resolve  empowering  tlie  Board  of  "War  to  make  sale,  at 
public  auction,  of  sundry  articles,    . 

Resolve  abating  one-half  of  the  tax  on  Wellfleet  for  the 
years  1777  and  1778 

Resolve  respecting  taxing  the  inhabitants  of  Salem  that 
have  removed  from  the  town  since  Nov.  1, 
1777, 

Resolve  establishing  the  assessments  made  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Conway, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasm-er  to  pay  £246,000  to  the 
ordiT  of  Congress, 

Resolve  annexing  the  land  of  John  Tatman  to  the  town 
of  Worcester 

Resolve  for  procuring  the  returns  ordered  by  the  valua- 
tion act 

Resolve  directing  the  manner  of  distributing  the  resolves 
of  Court  which  are  printed  in  hand  bills. 

Resolve  authorizing  the  secretary  to  receive  and  record 
an  attested  coj^y  of  a  paper  relating  to  the 
precincts  of  Needham,  the  original  being 
lost, 


Sept.  27,  1777. 
Oct.  9,  1777. 

Oct.  20,  1777. 

Dec.  3,  1777. 

Jan.  12,  1778. 
Jan.  16,  1778. 

Jan.  17,  1778. 

June  9,  1778. 

Feb.  9,  1779. 

Feb.  9,  1779. 

June  3,  1779. 

Apr.  10,  1777. 

Jan.  13,  1780. 

Dec.  15,  1777. 
Apr.  23,  1778. 

June  7,  1779. 

Feb.  12,  1778. 

Apr.  24,  1778. 

Dec.  21,  1779. 

Mar.  23,  1780. 

Apr.  18,  1780. 

June  17,  1778. 

June  18,  1778. 

June  20,  1778. 
Oct.  16,  1778. 
Sept.  21,  1778. 
Jan.  16,  1773. 
Oct.  6,  1778. 
Oct.  6,  1778, 

June  22,  1793. 


Resolves. 
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Acts  kelating  to  thb 
general  subject-matter. 


Tear. 


Chapter. 


1778-79, 


1778-79, 
U78-79, 

1778-79, 


1778-79, 
1778-79, 


1778-79, 

12 

1778-79, 

12 

1778-79, 

19 

1778-79, 

19, 

1778-79, 

19 

1778-79, 
1778-79, 

21 

22 

1778-79, 


1778-79, 
1778-79, 
1778-79, 
1778-79, 

1778-79, 


1778-79, 

22 

1778-79, 

22 

1778-79, 

22 

1778-79, 

22 

1778-79, 

23 

22, 


24, 

24, 
24, 
24, 

31, 


SUBJECT   OF    THE    RESOLVE. 


Resolve  for  paying  a  gratuity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  to  eavlj  field  officer,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  to  each  staff  officer  and  one 
hundred  pounds  to  each  non-commissioned 
officer  and  soldier, 

Resolve  establishing  a  lottery, 

Resolve  respecting  persons  in  Hancock,  who  have  joined 
the  enemy, 

Resolve  directing  that  such  inimical  persons  as  have  been 
condemned  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  be  kept 
in  close  custody,         .        .        .        .  '     . 

Resolve  directing  the  trial  for  high  treason,  of  certain 
persons  confined  in  Hampshire  and  Berkshire 
counties, 

Resolve  empowering  the  selectmen  and  committee  of 
safety  of  the  town  of  Hancock,  for  the  year 
1777,  to  keep  pofseswion  of  the  estates  of  those 
persons  in  said  town  who  have  joined  the 
enemy, 

Resolve  explaining  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  inhabi- 
tant" in  i  he  tax  acts,  

Resolve  rectifying  a  mistal;e  in  the  sum  set  on  Tewks- 
bury,  in  the  two  last  tax  acts,    .... 

Resolve  appointing  a  commiitec  for  striking  off,  number- 
ing and  signing  a  new  emission  of  bills  of 
credit,  agreeal)le  to  a  late  act 

Resolve  extending  the  time  for  receiving  and  exchanging 
the  small  bills  of  credit,     .... 

Resolve  further  extending  the  time  for  receiving  and  ex- 
changing the  small  bills  of  credit,     . 

Resolve  establishing  the  fees  in  t!ie  maritime  courts. 

Resolve  directingthe  committee  of  sequestra  ion  and  other 
committees  to  dispose  of  the  personal  property 
of  absentees,  at  auction,  and  the  agents  to 
make  up  tlicir  accounts;  and  to  pj.y  the  money 
arising  thereon,  into  the  treasury,  "  . 

Resolve  empowering  the  judges  of  probate  to  appoint 
agents  for  houses  and  lands  owned  by  subjects 
of  Great  Britain,         ...... 

Resolve  directing  the  agents  of  absentees'  estates  to  lease 
the  same,     . 

Resolve  further  providing  for  the  care  of  estates  owned 
by  sulyects  of  Great  Britain,      .... 

Resolve  directing  agents  of  absentees'  estates  to  warn  the 
present  possessors  to  leave  the  premises,  and 
irapowering  sheritls,  etc ,  to  give  the  lessees 
full  possession, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  call  on  agents  of  ab- 
sentees' estates  and  committees  of  sequestration 
to  pay  in  the  moneys  collected,  without  delay, 

Resolve  empowering  Noah  Nash  and  associates  to  con- 
vey land  in  Number  Four;  ratifying  the  pro- 
prietors'proceedings  and  (nabling  them  to  call 
meetings :  and  directing  the  treasurer  to  for- 
bear putting  the  bond  of  said  Nash  in  suit,  for 
two  years,  provided  the  interest  thereon  be  paid. 

Resolve  for  preventing  the  return  to  this  state,  of  in- 
imical ]iersons, 

Resolve  liljcrating  Francis  Johonnot  and  allowing  him  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 

Resolve  allowing  William  Whittington  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  remain  in  the  state, 

Resolve  rectifying  a  mistake  in  the  exclusion  act,  and 
allowing  Samuel  Longlellow  to  return  to  the 
state,    

Resolves  by  the  New  Haven  (-onvention,  limiting  the 
prices  of  various  articles  and  recommending 
the  passage  of  laws  to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 


May  1,  1778. 
May  1,  1778. 

Oct.  G,  1777. 
May  1,  1778. 
Apr.  15,  1778. 

May  1,  1778. 
June  23,  1778. 
Oct.  16,  1778. 

Oct.  16,  1778. 

May  28,  1779. 

Oct.  7,  1779. 
Feb.  9,  1779. 

Feb.  19,  1779. 

Feb.  20,  1779. 
Feb.  19,  1779. 
Apr.  19,  1779. 

May  1,  1779. 
May  3,  1779, 

June  20,  1765. 
Jan   15,  1778. 
Jan.  9,  1779. 
Jan.  13,  1780. 

Sept.  14,  1780. 

Jan.  30,  1778. 
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Acts  relating  to  the 

GENEBAL   SCBJECT-MATTEK. 


Tear. 


1778-79, 
1778-79, 


1778-79, 
1778-79, 


1778-79, 
1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1778  79, 
1778-79, 

1778-79, 


1778-79, 
1778-79, 
1778-79. 


1778-79, 
1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1773-79, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 
1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 


Chapter. 


31, 

32, 


36, 
37, 

38, 

39, 

39, 
39, 

39, 


39, 
39, 
39, 


39, 
39, 

39, 

39, 

39, 

39, 
39, 

39, 

39, 

39, 


1778-79, 

40, 

1778-79, 

4G. 

1778-79, 

48, 

1778-79, 

49, 

1778-79, 

50, 

SUBJECT    OF    THE    RESOLVE. 


Resolve  directing  the  publishment  of  the  act  against 
monopoly  and  forestalling,        .... 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  West  Spring- 
Held  relative  to  the  fi^hery  in  Agawam  River, 
and  suspending  the  act  in  the  mean  time, 

Resolve  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  .... 

Resolve  directing  the  naval  officer  of  Boston,  not  to  clear 
out  any  vessel  loaded  with  masts,  spars  or 
naval  stores, 

Resolve  permitting  the  naval  officer  for  Boston,  to  clear 
out  the  shij)  Leighton, 

Resolve  empowering  the  judge  of  probate  to  grant  ad- 
ministration upoii  the  estate  of  Hugh  Hall,  to 
some  person  in  the  room  of  Foster  Hutchin- 
son  

Resolve  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  repair  to  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  to  enquire  into  the  state 
of  their  grievances, 

Resolve  relative  to  receiving  in  payment  of  taxes,  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  emissions  of  May  20,  1777  and 
Aprilll,  1778 

Resolve  respecting  the  emissions  of  May,  1777  and  April, 
1778 

Resolve  empowering  the  assessors  of  Northampton  to  as- 
sess the  inhabitants  of  Westhampton  and 
Pogcshole 

Resolve  deducting  £97,  14s.  3rf.  from  the  next  tax  to  be 
set  on  Harwich  and  laying  the  same  on  East- 
ham,    

Resolve  abating  fines  laid  on  the  town  of  Framingham,  . 

Resolve  abating  a  fine  laid  on  the  town  of  Southborough, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  laid  on  the  town  of  Worcester 
and  notifying  the  town  of  Ward  to  appear  at 
the  next  sitting, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  l.iid  on  Great  Barrington,   . 

Resolve  allowing  I  ho  town  of  Dunstable  £390,  to  be  de- 
ducted from  their  next  state  tax, 

Resolve  allowing  the  town  of  Conway  £520,  to  be  de- 
ducted from  their  next  state  tax. 

Resolve  directing  the  asses-sors  of  the  town  of  Dart- 
mouth to  assess  the  sum  of  £1200,  and  cause 
the  same  to  be  collected  for  the  use  of  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  enemy,  in  said  town,    . 

Resolve  remitting  a  portion  of  a  fine  laid  on  the  town  of 
Princeton, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  laid  on  the  town  of  MmTayfield, 

Resolve  remitting  to  the  town  of  Manchester,  a  fine  laid 
on  them  and  a  sum  assessed  for  representa- 
tives' pay, 

Resolve  granting  £5C8  to  the  selectmen  of  Bridgewater, 
for  remittance  of  a  tine,  and  bounties  paid 
several  men, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  issue  his  executions 
against  all  deficient  constables  and  collectors 
for  the  year  1778, 

Resolve  directing  the  tieasurer  to  send  out  his  execu- 
tions against  delinquent  constables,  . 

Resolve  directing  notice  to  tlje  town  of  Charlemont,  on 
the  petition  from  No-town  and  the  southern 
part  of  Charlemont, 

Resolve  adding  John  Kcollay  to  the  committee  for  sign- 
ing Ijlanic  u;jtes, 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  take  charge  of  Tories' 
estates  in  Boston 

Resolve  directing  the  attorney-general  to  bring  forward 
actions  against  the  estates  of  absentees,   . 

Resolve  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  repair  to  the  first 
precinct  la  Cambridge 


Feb.  8,  1779. 


Apr.  28,  1779. 
Jan.  29, 1779. 


Feb.  12,  1779. 
Feb.  19, 1779. 

Nov.  14, 1776. 

Oct.  16,  1778. 

Apr.  12,  1779. 
May  28, 1779. 

Apr.  13,  1779. 


June  4,  1779. 
Apr.  13,  1779. 
Apr.  24,  1779. 


June  12, 1779. 
June  23,  1779. 

Sept.  14, 1779. 

Oct.  6,  1779. 

Mar.  1,  1779. 

Nov.  15,  1779. 
Nov.  25,  1779. 

Nov.  20,  1779. 

Dec.  3,  1779. 

June  29,  1779 
Sept.  27,  1779. 

Jan.  30,  1779. 
June  24,  1779. 
Mar.  25,  1776. 
Sept.  28,  1779. 
Feb,  19,  1779. 


Resolves. 
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Acts  rvlatino  to  the 
general  sobject-vattbr. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF   THE   RESOLVE. 


1236 


1240 


1243 
1245 
1248 


1249 
1252 

1252 
1252 

1253 

1253 

1254 

1255 
1255 
1255 

1257 

1258 

1259 
1259 
1260 
1260 

1261 


1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 
1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 


1264  1779-80, 

1265  1779-80, 


12,  . 
12,  . 

12,  . 
12,  . 

12,  . 

12,  . 

13,  . 

13,  . 
13,  . 
13,  . 

13,  . 

13,  , 

13, 
13, 
13, 
13, 

13, 

13, 
13, 


Resolve  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  sent  to 
Taconic  Mountain  and  confirming  the  land  to 
the  persons  named  in  the  report,  on  the  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  sum  with  interest, 

Resolve    granting    lotteries    for    repair    of    the    Long 

N  Wharf  in   Boston  and  widening  tlio   streets 

in  Charlestown,  to  l)e  managed  by  sucli  iier- 

sons  as  the  General  Court  shall  hereafter  order, 

Resolves  establishing  a  Board  of  War,     ,        .        .      j 

Resolve  allowing  one  moiety  of  all  dividends  of  prize- 
goods,  etc.,  to  which  any  deserter  may  be  en- 
titled, to  the  person  or  persons  who  may  in- 
form against  and  secure  such  deserter,  . 
Resolve  allowing  one-half  per  cent  to  tax  collectors,  on 
all  money  by  them  brought  into  the  treasury, 
upon  the  tax  Issued  the  current  June,  before 

Sept.  10,  1779, 

Resolve  directing  the  assessors  of  Frycburg  to  assess  the 
polls,  etc.,  in  said  town,  the  sums  assigned 
them  in  the  tax  of  Jime  last,  and  directing 
them  to  stay  proceedings  upon  the  December 

tax, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  stay  his   executions 

against  the  collectors  of  Fryclrarg,  . 
Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  suspend  sending  his 
executi(jns  to  the  collectors  of  the  town  of 
Plymouth,  until  Feb.  14,  17cS0,  .... 
Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  issue  his  executions 
against  all  collectors  of  taxes  who  shall  be  de- 
ficient in  their  payments  on  the  15th  of  Jan- 
uary next, 

Resolve  exten'dmg  the  time  for  the  collection  of  taxes  by 

collectors  in  the  several  parts  of  the  statt\ 
Resolve  laying  an  embargo  on  provisions,  for  a  limited 

time, • 

Resolve  laying  an  embargo  on  all  outward  bound  vessels. 
Resolve  contmuing  the  embargo  on  vessels,  forty  days,   . 
Resolve  exempting  from  the  embargo  wood  or  oyster 
vessels  passing  within  Cape   Ann  and  Cape 
Cod ;  and  empowering  the  Council  to  give  per- 
mits to  vessels  to  sail, 

Resolve  empowering  the  Council  in  the  recess  of  the 
General  Court,  to  susi)end  the  operation  of  the 
embargo  act  in  case  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  meet  at  Hartford,  shall  think  it  ex- 
pedient,        

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  Hartford,  to 
confer  with  ccmimittecs  from  other  states  upon 
the  subject  of  the  emtiargo  act, 
Resolve  by  the  Hartford  Conventi(jn,  recommending  the 

repeal  of  the  embargo  on  inlaiid  trade,     . 
Resolves  appointing  a  committee  to  grant  permits   to 
teamsters,  in  certain  cases,         .        .        .        . 
Resolve  apprnnting  a  committee  to  grant  permits  for  the 
transportation  of  prize  goods     .        .        .        . 
Resolve  permitting  the  officers  or  crews  of  Continental 
ships,  or  any  of  their  agents,  to  transport  cer- 
tain articles  out  of  tbe  state,  under  certain  re- 
strictions  

Resolve  empowering  Messrs.  Miller  and  Tracey,  and 
others,  A.  C.  P.,  also  Nathaniel  Haggles,  A. 
C.  P.,  to  give  permits  for  the  transportation  of 

Continental  stores, 

Resolve  by  the  New  Yorlt  Assembly,  relative  to  an  em- 

bar.go  on  provisions, 

Resolve  preventing  certain  articles  being  transported  out 
of  the  state, 


June  14,  1774. 


May  1,  1779. 
Oct.  29,  1776. 
July  7,  1777. 


Nov.  23,  1779. 
June  30,  1779. 

Jan.  6,  1780. 
Jan.  14,  1780. 

Jan.  8,  1780. 

Dec.  17,  1779. 

Jan.  13,  1780. 

June  21,  1779. 
June  25,  1779. 
June  30,  1779. 

June  26,  1779. 

Oct.  5,  1779. 

Sept.  30, 1779. 
Oct.  28,  1779. 
Sept.  30,  1779. 
Sept.  30,  1779 

Oct.  1, 1779. 

Oct.  5,  1779. 
Feb.  21,  1780. 
Apr.  10,  1780 
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Resolves — Continued. 


Acts  kblating  to  the 
gbnebal  subjsct-uatter 


Year. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT    OF    THE    RESOLVE. 


Date. 


1779-80 
1779-80, 

1779-80^ 

1779-80, 

1779-80 
1779-80 

1779-80, 
1779-80 

1779-80, 

1779-80 
1779-80 

1779-80, 

1779-80 

1779-80 
1779-80, 

1779-80 

1779-80 

1779-80, 

1779-80 

1779-80 

1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 


15, 

24, 

29, 

29, 

29, 
29, 

29, 
29, 

29, 

29, 
29, 

29, 

29, 

29, 
29, 

29, 

29, 

30, 

30, 

30, 

30, 
30, 
30, 


Resolve  directing  the  secretary  to  cause  the  additional 
embargo  act  to  be  published,    .        .        .        . 

Resolve  granting  liberty  to  William  Biirbeck  and  others, 
to  bring  in  a  bill  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court, 

Resolve  for  supplying;  the  families  of  soldiers,  and  mak- 
ing good  the  wages  of  both  officers  and 
soldiers, 

Resolve  extending  a  resolve  of  the  6th  of  February  last, 
to  ail  officers  and  soldiers  serving  in  the  fif- 
teen battalions  raised  by  this  state,  . 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  for  stating  and  method- 
izing the"  public  accounts,    

Resolve  granting  an  additional  bounty  to  the  soldiers 
who  shall  recnlist  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  during  the  war ;  and  entitling  the  offi- 
cers to  certain  emoluments,       .... 

Resolve  giving  instructions  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  repair  to  the  army, 

Resolve  for  clearing  up  some  doubts  respecting  the  sup- 
ply of  the  families  of  soldiers  tbat  are  in  the 
Continental  Army, 

Resolve  appointing  Samuel  Austin  and  Samuel  Thatcher 
to  joHi  with  the  committee  for  methodizing 
and  settling  accounts,  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting all '"charges  against  the  officers  and 
soldiers  in  the  Continental  Army, 

Resolve  requiring  the  selectmen  or  committee,  of  each 
town  and  plantation,  to  render  an  account  of 
all  supplies  furnished  the  soldiers'  families,     . 

Resolve  directing  the  committee  appointed  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  army,  to  reckon  to  the  ac- 
counts town  bounties,  etc.  the  soldiers  have 
received, 

Resolve  ascertaining  the  prices  of  certain  articles,  which 
the  committee  appointed  to  settle  with  the 
anny  are.directed  to  take  for  their  rule,   . 

Resolve  for  transmitting  a  letter  to  the  president  of  Con- 
gress relative  to  the  balances  due  the  soldiers ; 
also  a  letter  to  tbe  delegates  in  Congress, 

Resolve  giving  additional  instructions  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  settle  with  the  army,     . 

Resolve  desiring  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  in 
this  state,  to  transmit  to  the  agent  appointed 
in  their  respective  countj',  the  average  price 
of  beef,  corn,  etc.,  from  the  first  of  January 
last, 

Resolve  for  transmitting  a  letter  to  the  delegates  of  the 
state  in  Congress,  relative  to  gratuities  to  staff 
officers,        

Resolve  entitling  all  aids-de-camp,  brigade-majors,  chap- 
lains, field  commissaries  of  military  stores  and 
engineers  to  depreciation  of  their  wages. 

Resolve  determining  the  sum  each  town  and  plantation 
shall  pay  for  each  man  it  was  deficient  in  rais- 
ing, aijreealily  to  a  resolve  of  June  9,  1779, 

Resolve  appointing  Thomas  VValley  to  procure  the  print- 
ing of  the  tax  act,  and  requiring  the  treasurer 
totransmit  the  same  to  the  several  sheriffs,     . 

Resolve  for  fining  such  towns  as  shall  neglect  to  make 
returns  of  their  quota  of  the  Continental 
Army, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £9,000,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Hingliam, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £1,200,  laid  on  the  town  of 
New  Braintree, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £1,200,  laid  on  the-town  of 
Blandford,  and  allowing  a  bounty  of  £240, 


Oct.  7,  1779. 

Oct.  8,  1779. 

Feb.  6,  1779. 

June  2,  1779. 
June  29,  1779, 

Oct.  1,  1779. 
Sept.  30,  1779, 

Oct.  1,  1779. 

Oct.  7,  1779. 
Oct.  8,  1779. 

Jan.  7,  1780, 

Jan.  12,  1780. 

Jan.  13,  1780. 
Jan.  14,  1780. 

May  5,  1780. 

Mar.  29,  1780. 

Apr.  8,  1780. 

Nov.  19,  1779. 

Dec.  4,  1779. 

May  3,  1779. 
Max.  18,  1780. 
Mar.  23,  1780. 
Mar.  27,  1780. 


Resolves. 
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Resolves — Continued. 


Acts  bklatino  to  the 
gknbral  sobject-uatteb. 


Year. 


1779-80 
1779-80 
1778-80 

1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80^ 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 

1779-80 

1779-80, 

1779-80 
1779-80, 

1779-80; 
1779-80 


1779-80 
1779-80 


1779-80; 
1779-80, 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF  THE  RESOLVE. 


30, 
30, 
30, 

30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
30, 

30, 

30, 

30, 
30, 

30, 
30, 


31, 
31, 


31, 
31, 


Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £600,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Norwich,  and  allowing  a  bounty  of  £120, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £600,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Oakham,     

Resolve  abating  the  tax  laid  upon  the  plantation  of  Myii- 
field,  remitting  a  tino  and  directing  the  treas- 
urer to  suspend  sending  his  executions,    . 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £600,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Williamsburg 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £1,800,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Worihington, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £600,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Shirley, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £600,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Mcdford,  and  allowing  a  bounty  of  £120,  . 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £1,200,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Foxborough, 

Resolve  allowing  £800  to  the  town  of  Marlborough,  be- 
ing part  of  a  fine  of  £2,400,        .... 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £1,800,  laid  on  the  town  of 
North  borough, 

Resolve  allowing  £1,960  to  the  town  of  Conway,  being 
the  amount  said  town  was  overtaxed. 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £2,400,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Suuthborongh,  and  allowing  a  bounty  of  £480, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £!, 200,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Milton 

Resolve  remittin*g  a  fine  of  £2,400,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Framingham, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £600,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Needham, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £600,  laid  on  the  town  Of 
Springfield, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £4,800,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Marblehead, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £600,  laid  on  the  town  of  Bel- 
chertown,  and  allowing  a  boimty  of  £120, 

Resolve  allowing  £900  to  tbe  town  of  ('lielsoa,  lieing  part 
of  a  fine  of  £1,800,  laid  on  said  town. 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £1,800,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Hancock, 

Resolve  empowering  the  assessors  of  Sheffield  and  Mount 
Washington  to  apportion  and  assess  tbe  present 
tax,  now  set  to  the  town  of  Sheffield,  on  the 
said  towns 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  stay  executions  against 
the  collectors  in  the  several  towns  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  on  the  January  tax,  till 
June  20,  1780, 

Resolve  abating  one-half  of  the  tax,  both  state  and  Con- 
tinental, of  the  town  of  Gloucester,  . 

Resolve  granting  £300,000  to  the  Board  of  War, 

Resolve  providing  for  the  collection  of  taxes  assessed  on 
plantations, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurpr  to  issue  his  executions 
against  all  delinquent  collectors  of  taxes  on 
the  third  Wednesday  of  March  next, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  suspeml  sending  his 
executions  to  the  several  collectors  until  the 
18th  of  April  next,      .  .... 

Resolve  providing  for  negotiating  a  loan  in  Europe, 

Resolve  vestiijg  Jonathan  L.  Austin  with  necessary  power 
to  negotiate  a  loan  in  Euroi)e,  and  providing 
for  his  compensation  and  expenses,  . 

Resolve  granting  £5,000  to  the  committee  on  a  foreign 
loan, 

Resolve  empowering  the  agent  to  procure  part  of  the 
loan  in  Spain,  ...  .... 


Mar.  27,  1780 
Mar  28,  1780 

Apr.  3,  1780. 
Apr.  3,  1780. 
Apr.  5,  1780. 
Apr.  6,  1780. 
Apr.  8,  1780. 
Apr.  8,  1780. 
Apr.  8,  1780. 
Apr.  15,  1780. 
Apr.  21,  1780. 
Apr.  20,  1780. 
Apr.  21,  1780. 
May  2,  1780. 
May  4,  1780. 
May  5,  1780. 
June  6,  1780. 
June  7,  1780. 
June  23, 1780. 
Sept.  29, 1780 

Dec  6, 1779. 

May  5,  1780. 

May  5,  1780. 
Apr.  3,  1780. 

Sept.  29,  1779. 
Jan.  14,  1780, 


Mar.  18,  1780. 
Dec.  24,  1779. 


Jan.  11, 1780. 
Jan.  13,  1780. 
Jan.  13,  1780. 
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Resolves. 

Resolves — Continued . 


Acts  eelating  to  the 
gkhebal  subject-matter. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF   THK   RESOLVE. 


1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 
-1779-80, 


1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 


1779-80, 

42, 

1779-80, 

45, 

1779-80, 

45, 

1779-80, 

45, 

1779-80, 

45, 

1779-80, 

45. 

1779-80, 

45, 

1779-80, 

45, 

1779-80, 


45, 


Resolve  repealing  the  resolve  ordering  the  ship  Protector 
to  Europe,  and  directing  the  committee  on  the 
foreign  loan  to  Lave  the  goods  procured  by  the 
agent  shipped  by  private  armed  vessels,  . 

Resolve  directing  the  lioard  of  War  to  tit  tiie  ship  Mars 
for  sea,  and  to  deliver  said  ship  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  manage  the  busmess  of  the 
foreign  loan, 

Resolve  directing  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  to 
write  the  agent  in  Holland,  to  purchase  the 
goods  he  was  directed,  and  to  insure  the  first 
cost  of  said  goods 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  pay  £4,100  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  out  of  the  money 
advanced  by  the  Continental  loan-officer. 

Resolve  granting  a  further  sum  of  £1,375  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  for  purchasing  bills 
of  exchange  to  discharge  a  debt  contracted  l)y 
Mr.  Austin,  in  Europe, 

Resolve  granting  £1.8.30,  new  emission,  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  to  be  remitted  to 
Jonathan  L.  Austin,  in  order  to  discharge  sun- 
dry debts, 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  New  Provi- 
dence,   

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  Sudbury, 

Resolve  empowering  the  treasurer  to  issue  his  warrant 
to  the  constables*  or  collectors  of  East  Sud- 
bury, to  collect  and  pay  the  taxes  committed 
to  them  to  collect  in  consequence  of  the  town 
of  East  Sudlmry  l)eing  formerly  a  part  of 
Sudl)ury,  and  directing  him  to  stay  execution 
for  said  taxes,  until  Oct  20,  1780,    . 

Resolve  for  apprehending  British  prisoners  and  others, 
in  the  town  of  13ostoii, 

Resolve  suspending  the  operation  of  the  act  incorporat- 
ing Coxhall,  and  directing  notice  to  said  town, 
on  the  petition  of  San  ford,         .... 

Resolve  directing  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  new 
bills  of  credit:  said  interest  to  be  computed 
from  Aug.  1,  1780 

Resolve  requiring  the  several  members  of  the  General 
Asseinbly  to  give  an  early  and  punctual  at- 
tendance at  the  next  session,  for  the  purpose 
of  appointing  a  committee  consisting  of  a 
member  froin  each  county,  to  revise  the  pres- 
ent valuation, 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  Concord, 
Chelmsford,  Acton  and  Billerica, 

Resolve  directing  the  Board  of  War  to  supply  the  man- 
agers of  the  state  l>ttery  with  p^aper. 

Resolve  directing  the  managers  of  the  state  lottery  to 
pay  into  the  treasury  the  money  they  shall 
receive 

Resolve  appointing  George  Williams  a  manager  of  the 
state  lottery, 

Resolve  du'ccting  the  managers  of  the  lotterj'  to  begin 
drawing  the  same  Dec  1,  1778, 

Resolve  appropriating  the  money  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  state-lottery  tickets,         .... 

Resolve  respecting  the  sale  of  tickets  in  the  second  class 
of  the  state  lottery, 

Resolve  permitting  the  managers  of  the  state  lottery  to 
receive  the  emissions  of  May  20,  1777  and 
April  11,  1778, 

Resolve  directing  the  managers  of  the  state  lottery  to 
proceed  in  the  sale  of  tickets  in  the  'third  class 
until  May  20,  1779, 


Apr.  12,  1780. 

June  22,  1780. 

Sept.  9,  1780. 
Jan.  24,  1781. 

Jan.  26,  1781. 

Mar.  6,  1781. 

Sept.  29,  1779. 
June  11,  1779. 


Sept.  25, 1780. 
Sept.  21,  1779. 

Oct.  1,  1778. 

Dec.  2,  1780. 


Dec.  6,  1779. 
Sept.  23,  1779. 
June  9,  1778. 

June  19,  1778, 
Sept.  24,  1778 
Sept.  26,  1778 
Jan.  20,  1779. 
Jan.  26,  1779. 

Mar.  I,  1779. 

May  3,  1779. 


Resolves. 
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Resolves — Conti  nued . 


Acts  belatino  to  the 
ginebal  sdbject-uattek. 


Tear. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT  OF  THE   RESOLVE. 


1779-80, 

1368  1779-80, 

1369  1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1779-80, 


1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 


1779-80, 


1779-80, 


45, 

45, 

45, 

48, 
48, 

48, 

49, 

49. 


49, 
49, 

49, 
49, 


49, 


49, 


1779-80, 

49,  . 

1779-80, 

49,  . 

1779-80, 

49,  . 

1779-80, 

49,  . 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 

49,  . 
49,  .        . 

1779-80, 

49,  . 

1779-80, 

49,  . 

Resolve  empowering  the  managers  of  the  state  lottery 
to  receive  fifty  dollar  notes  in  payment  for 
tickets  in  the  fourth  class  of  said  lottery, 

Resolve  postponing  the  drawing  of  the  fourth  class  of 
the  state  lottery, 

Resolve  directing  the  managers  of  the  state  lottery  to 
pay  into  the  treasury  all  prizes  dra^vn  in  said 
lottery,  which  have  not  been  demanded,  . 

Resolve  for  apprehending  deserters  at  Murrayfield, 

Resolve  for  advertising  soldiers  who  have  deserted  from 
the  superintendents, 

Resolve  on  the  petiiion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Northampton, 

Resolve  directing  the  brigadier-generals  to  make  return 
of  the  men  ordered  to  be  raised  by  a  resolve 
of  Oct.  9,  1779, 

Resolve  suspending  a  fine  laid  on  the  counly  of  York, 
and  directing  the  selectmen  of  the  several 
towns  in  said  countv  to  make  return  of  the 
num')cr  of  men  raised  agreeably  to  a  resolve 
of  June  8,  1779, 

Resolve  exempting  the  towns  of  Yannouth.  Harwich 
and  Eastham  from  fines  incurred  under  the  re- 
solve of  June  9,  1779,         

Resolve  requesting  the  people  of  this  state  to  pay  their 
proportions  of  the  tax  ordered  to  be  paid  on 
the  15tli  of  Ju'y  next,  and  to  advance  their 
proportion  of  the  tax  ordered  to  be  paid  on 
the  15th  of  September  noKt,  to  commissioners 
appointed  to  receive  the  saiine,  .... 

Resolve  directing  the  t:-easurer  to  issue  executions  against 
constables,  etc.,  who  shall  be  delinquent  on  the 
31st  of  July  next;  and  appointing  commission- 
ers for  the  counties  of  Cumberland,  Lincoln, 
Nantucket  and  Dukes  County,  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  the  second  moiety  of  the  tax  order- 
ed to  be  paid  on  the  15th  of  September  next,  . 

Resolve  extending  the  resolution  of  the  15th  inst.  for  col- 
lecting moneys  from  the  several  counties,  to  the 
counties  of  Barnstable,York  and  Berkshire,  and 
appointing  commissioners  for  that  purpose, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  issue  his  executions 
against  all  delinquent  collectors  of  taxes, 

Resolve  reniitting  a  fine  of  £1,800,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Falmouth,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,   . 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £3,000,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Wcimcet, 

Resolve  remitting  a  fine  of  £6,000,  laid  on  the  town  of 
Barnstable, 

Resolve  allowing  £600  to  the  town  of  Chatham, 

Resolve  remitting  £1,800  of  a  fine  laid  on  the  town  of 
Oxford 

Resolve  making  an  abatement  of  taxes  on  the  seveial 
towns  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  stay  his  executions 
against  the  constables  or  collectors  of  the  town 
of  Booth  bay,  and  empowering  the  selectmen  of 
said  town  to  assess  the  polls  and  estates  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town  agreeably  to  the  tax 
acts, 

Resolve  directing  the  asse'-sors  of  the  town  of  VVinthrop, 
to  abate  all  the  pulilic  taxes  assessed  on  the 
polls  and  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lewis- 
ton  for  the  year  1779, 

Resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the 
assessors  of  the  town  of  Milford,  requiring 
theni  to  assess,  upon  the  polls  and  estates  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town,  the  sum  of  £12,829,  . 


Oct.  5,  1779. 
Nov.  30,  1779. 

Mar.  24,  1780. 
Sept.  25,  1779, 

Sept.  29,  1779. 

June  15,  1780. 

Nov.  27,  1779. 


Apr.  3,  1780. 
Apr.  4,  1780. 

June  15,  1780. 

June  24, 1780. 

June  24,  1780. 

Sept.  13,  1780. 

May  2,  1780. 

June  22,  1780. 

May  10,  1781. 
June  19,  1780. 

Apr,  12,  1780. 

May  5,  1780. 

June  17,  1780. 
Sept.  12,  178Q 
June  7,  1780. 
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1387 
1387 

1388 
1434 
1434 

1434 
1435 
1436 

1439 
1440 
1442 

1442 

1443 

1449 

1450 

1451 
1455 

14G0 


1462 
1463 


1464 


1464 


1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1780, 

1780, 

1780, 
1780, 
1780, 

1780, 
1780, 
1780, 

1780, 

1780, 

1780, 

1780, 

1780, 
1780, 

1780, 


1780, 
1780, 

1780, 
1780, 


49, 
49, 

49, 


11, 

11, 

11, 
12, 

16, 


16. 


16, 


Resolve 
Resolve 

Resolve 
Resolve 
Resolve 

Resolve 
Resolve 
Resolve 

Resolve 
Resolve 
Resolve 

Resolve 

Resolve 

Resolve 

Resolve 

Resolve 
Resolve 

Resolve 


Resolve 
Resolve 

Resolve 


Resolve 


abating  one-third  of  all  the  taxes  laid  on  the 

town  of  Washington, 

allowing  the  collectors  of  the  town  of  Hop- 
kinton,  a  further  term  in  which  to  pay  in 
the  first  moiety  of  the  state  and  Continental 
tax, 

abating  one-third  of  the  taxes  set  on  the  town 
of  Hancock, 

for   repauring   the   roads    througb    the    Green 

Woods, 

appointing  Ephraim  Wright  on  the  com- 
mittee to  repan-  the  roads  through  the  Green 
Woods, 

providing  for  continuing  the  repairs  on  the  roads 
through  the  Green  Wood.s,        .... 

on  the  petition  of  William  Whiting  and  others, 
granting  them  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 

making  choice  of  three  managers  of  the  lot- 
tery "  lately  granted  for  raising  a  sum  of 
money  to  repair  the  roads  through  the  Green 
Woods,  in  the  room  of  three  who  decUned 
serving, 

directing  the  naval  oflScer  for  the  port  of  Bos- 
ton, to  clear  out  the  schooner  Luke,  Ebenezer 
Sherman,  master,  for  Rhode  Island, 

by  the  Boston  Convention,  recommending  the 
repeal  of  inland  embargoes  and  tbe  continu- 
ance of  the  embargoes  on  shipping, 

empowering  the  town  of  Hancock  to  choose  a 
constable  and  collector  of  taxes  in  the  room  of 
Hezekiah  Osborne,  and  directing  the  treasurer 
to  suspend  issuing  his  executions  against  the 
constable  of  said  town, 

directing  the  treasurer  to  issue  his  wan-ants  to 
the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  the  to^vns  of 
Mendon  and  Milford  requiring  them  to  assess 
the  inhabitants  of  said  towns  their  several 
proportions,  until  a  new  valuation,   . 

abating  the  l;ix  of  the  town  of  Lanesborough 
the  sum  of  £15,796,  of  the  old  Continental  cur- 
rency, and  also  the  sum  of  £75,  of  the  silver 
money  tax, 

directing  notice  to  the  town  of  Stoughton,  on  the 
petition  from  Stoughtonham,    .... 

appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  Stoughton 
and  Stoughtonham, 

granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  .... 

directing  the  treasurer  to  rc^ceivc.no  moneys  of 
any  persons  who  have  been  intrusted  with  the 
property  of  the  pub'ie,  otherwise  than  agree- 
ably to  the  depreciation  act 

by  the  Boston  Convention,  I'ecomtnending  the 
states  to  sink  their  quotas  of  bills  by  taxation 
or  otherwise;  to  establish  sinking-funds  to 
support  the  credit  of  the  new  bills  :  and  not  to 
emit  bdls  on  the  credit  of  the  individual  states 
or  have  in  circulation,  of  both  state  and  Conti- 
nental, more  than  the  quantity  assigned  them 
by  resolution  of  Congress 

abating  one-third  of  the  taxes  on  Hancock, 

al)ating  one-half  of  the  taxes  on  Thomaston,  since 
May  1,1780 

directing  the  treasurer  to  stay  his  executions 
against  the  collectors  of  the  town  of  Fryeburg, 
until  further  order, 

directing  the  treasurer  to  credit  the  town  of 
Washington  one-third  part  of  all  their  taxes 
since  June  14,  1780, 


June  14,  1780. 

Sept.  11,  1780. 
June  21,  1780 
Sept.  19,  1777. 

Sept.  20,  1777. 
Mar.  3,  1778. 
June  2,  1780. 

Sept.  29,  1780, 
Mar.  14,  1780. 
Aug.  9,  1780. 

Sept.  28, 1780. 

Nov.  6,  1780. 

Nov.  8,  1780. 

Nov.  12,  1779. 

Mar.  17,  1780. 
June  15,  1780. 

Oct.  3,  1780. 


Aug.  9,  1780. 
Oct.  4,  1780. 

Nov.  7,  1780. 
Feb.  16,  1781. 
Nov.  24,  1780. 
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Acts  i^latino  to  the 

GENEBAL  SCWECT-UATTEB. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT    OF  THE    RESOLVE. 


Declakatory  Resolves. 


Resolve  declaring  null  and  void,  all  conveyances  of  land 
purchased  of  tlie  Chappaquiddic  Indians,  since 
the  year  1768 


Feb.  23,  1774. 


Resolves  of  Congress. 


1775-76, 
1775-76, 


1775-76, 
1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 
1775-76, 


1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77. 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1777-78, 

1777-78, 


10, 
15, 


15, 
15, 
15, 

16, 

19, 
27, 
18, 


21,  . 

21,  . 

21,  . 
21,  . 

21,  . 

21,  . 

22,  . 

31,  . 

32,  . 

35,  . 

37,  . 
37,  . 

37,  . 
37,  . 
37,  . 

37  and  44, 

1,  .        . 

7,  . 


Resolve  recommending  the  organization  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  United  Colonies,      .        ,        .        . 

Resolve  relative  to  captures  by  armed  vessels,  courts  for 
the  trial  of  prizes,  and  allowing  appeals  to 
Congress,  etc., 

Resolve  providing  for  re-captui'cs, 

Resolve  authorizing  the  seizure  of  transports,  etc.,   . 

Resolve  providing  for  the  trial  of  vessels  brought  into 
Massachusetts  Bay 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  colonies  to  forwai'd 
returns  of  the  number  ot  inhabitants, 

Resolve  determining  the  distrilmtion  of  prizes, 

Resolve  confiscating  ail  British  vessels  captured, 

Resolve  relative  to  persons  refusina  to  receive,  or  endeav' 
oring  to  olistruct  the  circulation  of,  bills  of 
credit, 

Resolve  recommending  the  states  north  of  Virginia  to 
send  aid  to  New  York,  ordering  a  battalion 
from  Rhode  Island  to  New  York  and  recom- 
mending Massachusetts  to  send  a  battalion  of 
militia  to  E-hode  Island, 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  make  legal 
provision  to  compel  the  furnishing  su[)plies  to 
the  army  on  reasonable  terms, 

Resolve  increasing  the  pay  of  commisjion  ofSccrs,   . 

Resolve  recommending  measures  for  raising  a  new 
army, 

Resolve  providing  for  raising  the  IMassachusetts  quota 
of  the  Continental  Army, 

Resolve  disapproving  the  terms  of  enlistment  offered  by 
Massachusetts, 

Resolve  recommending  the  colonies  to  appoint  naval 
officers,        

Resolve  recommending  the  passing  of  laws  to  prevent 
soldiers  being  arrested  for  small  debts,    . 

Resolve  defining  treason ;  and  i-ecommending  the  passing 
of  laws  for  the  punishment  of  treason, 

Resolve  providing  for  the  security  and  support  of  prison- 
ers of  wai' 

Resolve  establishing  loan  offices 

Resolve  recommending  the  pa^^sing  of  laws  to  punish 
counterfeiters  of  loan-office  certificates,    . 

Resolve  establishing  a  lottery, 

Resolve  regulating  the  loan  offices, 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  pass  laws  to 
prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  forging  lottery 
tickets, 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  pass  laws 
making  the  Continental  bills  of  credit  a  legal 
tender, •■       .        . 

Pesolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  exempt  from 
military  duties,  persons  employed  in  conduct- 
ing the  post-offices, 

Resolve  approving  the  measures  recommended  by  the 
convention  at  Providence,  except  the  issuing 
bills  bearing  interest, 


July  18,  1775. 


Nov.  25,  1775. 
Dec.  5,  1775. 
Dec.  19,  1775. 

Dec.  20,  1775. 

Dec.  26,  1775. 
Nov.  25,  1775. 
Mar.  23,  1776. 


Jan.  11,  1776. 


Sept.  3,  1776. 

Oct.  2,  1776. 
Oct.  7,  1776. 

Oct.  8,  1776. 

Oct.  19,  1776. 

Nov.  12,  1776. 

Apr.  6,  1776. 

Dec.  26,  1775. 

June  24,  1776. 

May  21,  1776. 
Oct.  3,  1776. 

Oct.  7,  1776. 
Nov.  1,  1776. 
Nov.  15,  1776. 

Nov.  27,  1776. 

Jan.  14,  1777. 

May  12,  1777. 

Feb.  15,  1777. 
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Acts  relating  to  the 

' 

GENEBAL    SUBJECT-MATTER. 

SUBJECT   OF   THE    RESOLVE. 

Date. 

1 

Year. 

Chapter. 

821 

1777-78, 

7,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  suspend  is- 
suing bills  of  credit  and  call  in  and  cancel 
thtir  paper  money,  and  provide  for  their  ex- 
penses by  taxes, 

Nov.  22,  1777. 

850 

1777-78, 

26,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  raise  five 
millions  of  dollars  by  Jan.  1,  1779,  . 

Nov.  22,  1777. 

1009 

1778-79, 

25,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  pass  laws  to 
prevent  counterfeiting  and  uttering  counter- 
feit Continental  bills, 

June  24, 1776. 

1012 

1778-79, 

31,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
by  the  several  states,  to  meet  in  conventions, 
to  regulate  prices  of  labor  and  commodities,     . 

Nov.  22,  1777. 

ni9 

1778-79, 

31,  , 

Resolve  recommending  the  states  that  have  regulating 
acts  to  suspend  or  repeal  them. 

June  4,  1778. 

1019 

1778-79, 

31,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  seizm-e  for   public  use,    of 
grain,  etc  ,  held  by  engrossers. 

Oct.  2,  1778. 

1025 

1778-79, 

36,  . 

Resolve  recommending  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  exporta- 
tion of  masts  and  spars, 

Dec.  29,  1778. 

10.33 

1778-79, 

39,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  make  provi- 
sion for  sinking  their  quotas  of  the  Continen- 
tal bills ;    and    to  raise    as  large  a  snm  as 
possible  by  taxation  and  remit  to  the  Conti- 
nental treasury 

Jan.  14,  1777. 

1034 

1778-79, 

39,  . 

Resolve  calling  upon  tbe  states  for  the  payment  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1779, 

Jan.  2,  1779, 

1053- 

1778-79, 

48,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  confiscation  and  sale  of  To- 
ries' estates,  and  the  investment  of  the  pro- 
ceeds in  loan-offlce  certificates,  .... 

Nov.  27,  1777. 

1248 

1779-80, 

10,  . 

Resolves  relative  to  appeals  from  the  admiralty  conrts  of 
the  several  states,       ....'.. 

Mar.  6,  1779. 

1248 

1779-80, 

10,  . 

Resolve  directing  the  transmission  of   the  above-men- 
tioned I'esolve,  to  the  several  states,  and  re- 
questing that  measures  be  taken  conformable 
therewith, 

May  22, 1779. 

1249 

1779-80, 

12,  . 

Resolve  calling  upon  the  several  states  for  their  quotas  of 
forty-five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  into 
the  Continental  treasury  before  Jan.  1,  1780,    . 

May  21,  1779. 

1262 

1779-80, 

13,  . 

Resolves  recommending  the  several  states  to  enact  laws 
for  a  general  limitation  of  i^rices  and  against 
engrossing  and  withholding;  commending  the 
proceedings  of  the  Hartford  Convention :  and 
directing  all  agents  purchasing  for  the  United 
States,  to  keep   particular   accounts    of   the 
prices  paid  in  the  several  states. 

Nov.  19,  1779. 

12G5 

1779-80, 

13,  .        . 

Resolve  calling  upon  the  several  states  lor  their  quotas 
of  supplies  for  the  ensuing  campaign. 

Feb.  25,  1780. 

1232 

1779-80, 

29,  .        . 

Resolve  recommending' the  several  states  to  make  further 
provision  for  the  otficcrs  and  soldiers  enlisted 
for  the  war,  and  for  the  widows  of  such  as 
have  died  or  may  die  in  the  service. 

Aug.  17,  1779. 

12S2 

1779-80, 

29,  . 

Resolve  fixing  the  amount  of  the  subsistence  money  of 
officers  and  soldiers, 

Aug.  18,  1779. 

1291 

1779-80, 

29,  . 

Resolve  declaring  that  all  grants  and  allowances  made 
by  Congress  to  the  soldiers,  since  Jan.  1,  1777, 
were  made    in  consideration  of   the  rise  in 
prices,  and  ought  to  be  consided  in  making 
good  the  original  contract,         .... 

Feb.  29,  1780. 

1294 

1779-80, 

29,  . 

Resolve  allowing  the  "several  states  credit  for  clothing 
supplied  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medi- 
cal staff  belonging  to  such  state, 

Apr.  15,  1780. 

1295 

1779-80, 

30,  . 

Resolves  calling  upon  the  several  state  for  the  payment] 

Oct,  6,  1779. 
Oct.  7,  1779. 

of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  monthly,  and  \ 

fixing  the  quo'as  of  the  same,    .        .        .      j 

1297 

1779-80, 

30,  . 

Resolve  recommending  New  llampshii-e,  Massachusetts 
Bay  and  Connecticut  to  keep  uptheir  quotas 
of  troops  in  Rhode  Island,  agreeably  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Springfield  Convention, 

May  7, 1779. 

Resolves. 
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GKNEBAL   SDBJECT-MATTEE. 

SUBJECT   OF   THE   RESOLVE. 

Date. 

1 

Year. 

Chapter. 

1297 

1779-80, 

30,  . 

Resolve  assigning  to  each  state  the  number  of  battalions 
to  be  raised  for  ihe  next  t-ampaiifn;  repealing 
part  of  a  resolve  of  Jan.  23d,  and  granting  a 
bounty  to  recruits, 

Mar.  9,  1779. 

1311 

1779-80, 

30,   . 

Resolve  abating  two-tbirds  of  the  money  called  for  by 
the  resolve  of  Oit.  6,  1779,         .... 

Feb.  25,  1780. 

1312 

1779-80, 

30,  . 

Resolve  providing  for  the  receipt  for  Continental  taxes, 
of  the  notes  or  certificates  given  for  supplies 
furnished  the  army 

May  26,  1780. 

1332 

1779-80, 

36,  . 

Resolve  providing  for  the  security  and  exchange  of  pris- 
oners of  war, 

Jan.  13,  1780 

1339 

1779-80, 

40,  . 

Resolve  for  drawing  in,  by  taxation,  the  bills  of  credit 
in  circulation,  and  issuing  new  bills,  on  the 
funds  of  the  several  states,  bearing  interest,    . 

Mar.  18,  1780. 

1340 

1779-80, 

40,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  revise  their 
tender  laws, 

Mar.  20,  1780. 

1370 

1779-80, 

47,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  pass  laws 
conferring  certain  privileges  on  the  subjects  of 
France,  agrcealjly  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treatv,         

Jan.  14,  1780. 

1379 

1779-80, 

49,  . 

Resolve  calling  upon  the  several  states  for  their  quota  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  within  thirty 
days, 

May  19,  1780, 

1440 

1780, 

6,  . 

Resolves  appointing  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  "1 
Unired  States,  to  endorse  the  Inlls  emitted  by  [ 

June  29,  1780. 
Aug.  29,  1780, 

Miissachusetts,  pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  Mar.  18,  1780,       .... 

1441 

1780, 

8,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  pass  laws  to 
prevent  desertion  from  the  allies, 

May  27,  1780. 

1453 

1780, 

12,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  several  states  to  revise  their 
tender  laws,  so  as  to  prevent  injustice,     . 

Feb.  14,  1780. 

1461 

1780, 

16,  . 

Resolve  rccuminending  the  suveiul  states  to  take  speedy 
measures  for  drawing  in  tlieir  quotas  of  Con- 
tinental bills ;  to  raise  by  taxation  their  quotas 
of  three  milUons  of  dollars  to  be  paid  by  Dec. 
31,  1780;  directing  the  quartermaster-general 
and  commissary-generals  to  render  their  ac- 
counts, .ind  recommending  that  the  certificates 
issued  by  them  be  received  in  payment  of  said 
taxes :   and  further  recommending  the  states 
not  to  issue  bills  to  a  greater  amount  than  their 
respective  quotas  stated  in  the  resolve  of  March 
18th, 

Aug.  26,  1780. 

Votes  and  Orders, 


Order 


Order 


of  notice  to  the  proprietors  of  the  mills  on  Ipswich 
River  and  branches,  to  show  cause,  etc.,  upon 
the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ipswich  and 
towns  adjacent, 

referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of 
Ipswich,  etc.,  and  the  answer  thereto, 

appointing  a  joint  committee  to  repair  to  Ipswich, 
etc.,      

referrim^  to  the  next  session,  the  petition  of  Rat- 
diffe  Ilellon 

appointing  a  joint  committee  to  consider  the  laws 
respecting  l)enetit  of  clergy,       .... 

appointing  a  joint  committee  to  consider  a  message 
from  the  Lieut.-Governor,  .... 

appointing  a  joint  comniittec  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  courts  in 
Worcester  County, 

adjoui-ning  the  Rcneral  sessions  and  com-t  of  com- 
mon pleas  in  Worcester  County, 


June  8,  1768. 
June  17,  1768. 
June  21,  1768. 
June  3.  1768, 
Feb  25,  1768. 
Mar.  27,  1770. 

.Jan.  2.5,  176& 
Oct.  25,  1765. 
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Acts  belating  to  the 
general  subject-matter. 


Year. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT    OF    THE   VOTE,  ETC. 


1769-70, 
1769-70, 

1769-70, 


1769-70, 
1769-70, 

1769-70, 


1769-70, 
1769-70, 
1769-70, 
1769-70, 


1769-70, 

1769-70, 
1769-70, 
1769-70, 

1770-71, 

1770-71, 
1770-71, 
1770-71, 

1770-71, 

1770-71, 
1770-71, 

1770-71, 

1770-71, 

1770-71, 
1770-71, 

1770-71, 

1770-71, 

1770-71, 

1770-71, 

1771-72, 
1771-72, 
1771-72. 


21, 


16, 

24, 

31, 

35, 

35, 
35, 

35, 

35, 

35, 

35, 

1, 

9, 
13, 


Order  adjonrnin.EC  the  general  sessions  and  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  in  Berkshire  County, 

Order  of  notice  to  the  towns  in  Middlesex  County,  to 
show  cause,  etc.,  the  next  session,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Cuinniings  and  others, . 

Order  of  notice  to  the  towns  in  Berkshire  County,  to 
show  cause,  etc.,  the  next  session,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Ashley, 

Order  establishing  a  precinct  in  Norton,    .... 

Order  annexing  certain  inhabitants  of  Stoughton  to  the 
north  precinct  in  Norton 

Order  of  notice  to  Stoughton,  Stoughtonham  and  Norton 
to  show  cause,  etc.,  the  next  session,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Benjamin  Williams,     .... 

Order  of  notice  on  the  petition  from  Hirigham, 

Order  referring  to  a  jomt  committee,  the  above  petition, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  repair  to  Hingham, 

Order  accepting  the  I'eport  of  the  above  committer  and 
giving  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill ;  and  providing 
for  the  expense  of  the  committee, 

Order  of  notice  lo  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  Green- 
wich to  show  cause,  etc.,  the  next  session,  on 
the  petition  of  Robert  Cutler,     .... 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of 
Robert  Cutler  and  answer  thereto,    . 

Order  reviving  the  above  petition  and  referring  the  same 
to  a  joint  committee, 

Order  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  for  four 
years,  on  the  lands  of  the  non-resident  proprie- 
tors of  Greenwich, 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of 
Bridgewater,  Middleborough  and  Halifax, 

Vote  giving  leave  to  withdr  iw  the  al)ovo  petition,    . 

Order  directing  notice  on  the  petition  of  Elins  Wiilard,    . 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bdl  on  the  above  peti- 
tion,      

Order  reviving  the  petition  of  William  Harkness,  etc  , 
and  referring,  the  same  and  answer  to  a  joint 
committee, 

Order  accepting  the  report  of  the  above  committee  and 
directing  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Order  of  notice  to  Hatfield  to  show  cause,  etc.,  at  the 
next  session,  on  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
the  western  part  of  the  town,     .        ,        .        . 

Order  of  notice  to  the  towns  of  Hampshire  County,  to 
show  cause,  etc.,  at  the  next  session,  on  the 
bill  of  this  chapter, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to-  superintend  the 
building  a  lighthouse  on  Thatcher's  island,     . 

Order  reappointing  the  above-mentioned  committee. 

Vote  recommitting  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
lighthouse, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  take  charge  of  the 
lighthouses  on  Thatcher's  Island, 

Vote  of  the  "provincial  congress,  appointing  a  committee 
on  the  petition  of  James  Kirkwood, 

Order  of  the  provincial  congress,  ai)pointing  Mr.  Picker- 
ing to  consider  James  Kirkwood's  petition  in 
the  room  of  t  ^ol.  Colli  n, 

Order  of  the  provincial  congress,  committing  the  ac- 
count of  James  Kirkwood  to  the  committee  on 
his  petition,  and  enlarging  the  committee, 

Order  referring  to  the  next  session,  the  petition  from 
Belchertown, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  superintend  the 
building  powder  magazines,       .     "   . 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of 
Barnabas  Freeman, 


Feb.  14,  1766. 
Feb.  26,  1768. 


Mar.  2,  1763. 
June  23,  1731, 

Dec.  22,  1763. 


June  14,  1768. 
June  30,  1769. 
Mar.  28,  1770. 
Apr.  11,  1770. 


Apr.  26,  1770. 

June  4,  1762. 
Sept.  16,  1762. 
Feb.  7,  1763. 

Feb.  12,  1763. 

Oct  23,  1770. 
Nov.  1,  1770. 
Apr.  3,  1770. 

Oct.  27,  1770. 

June  6,  1772. 
June  17,  1772. 

Oct.  25,  1770. 

Nov.  20,  1770. 

Apr.  26,  1771. 
June  7,  1771. 

June  11,  1771. 

June  29,  1773. 

June  16,  1775. 

June  22,  1775. 

June  23,  1775. 
June  18,  1765. 
July  4,  1771. 
June  10,  1772. 
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1771-72, 


1771-72, 

1771-72, 
1771-72, 


1771-72, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 


1772-73, 
i772-73. 


1772-73, 
1772-73, 


1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 


268     1772-73, 
268     1772-73, 


1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 


1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 

270  1772-73, 
270  1772-73, 
270     1772-73, 


270  ;  1772-73, 


Chapter. 


19, 


19, 


11. 

11, 

17, 

17, 
19, 

19, 

19, 
19, 

19, 

19, 
19, 
21, 

21, 
21, 
23, 


23, 


SUBJECT   OF   THE   VOTE.  ETC. 


Date. 


Order  of  notice  to  the  first  and  second  parishes  in  Rox- 
buiy,  to  show  cause,  etc.,  the  next  session, 
on  ihe  petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton  and 
others, Apr.  23,  1771. 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  above  petition 

and  answers  thereto, June  5,  1771. 

Order  dismissing  the  petition  of  B.  Pemberton,        .        .      June  29,  I77I. 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of 
Elcazer  Weld  and  others  and  memorial  of 
John  Davis  and  others, Apr.  14,  1772. 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  above  committee,    .        .      Apr.  24,  1772. 

Order  of  notice  to  the  town  of  Ux bridge,  on  the  petition 

of  John  Spring  and  others,        ....      July  4,  1771. 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee  the  petition  of  John 

Spring  and  answer  thereto,        ....      Apr.  17,  1772. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  Uxbridge,       •       Apr  20,  1772. 

Vote  amending  and  enacting  the  bill,        ....       July  11,  1772. 

Order  of  notirc  to  Eastham,  on  the  petition  from  Harwich,       Apr.  6,  1770. 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  above  petition,       June  6,  1772. 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill,       ....      July  4,  1772. 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,    the  petition   of 

Jnmes  Prescott  and  others,        ....      Apr.  16,  1772. 

Order  making  a  change  in  the  above  committee,      .        .      Apr.  23^  1772. 

Order  reviving  the  petition  of  James  Prescott,  and  re- 
ferring the  same  and  answer  to  a  joint  com- 
mittee,          June  17,  1772. 

Order  accepting  the  report  of  the  above  committee,  and 

granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,         .        .        .      June  26,  1772. 

Order  directing  notice  on  the  petition  of  Narragansett 
No  One,  and  restraining  the  proprietors  mak- 
ing further  grants  or  assessments  until  the  next 
session, Apr.  13,  1772. 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill July  1,  1772. 

Order  referring  to  the  next  session,  the  petitions  of  Oliver 
Witt  and  others,  John  Parker  and  others,  and 
Seth  Metcalf Apr.  22,  1772. 

Order  reviving  and  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the 

above-named  petitions, June  17,  1772. 

Order  dismissing  the  petitions  of  Oliver  Witt  and  John 
Parker  and  granting  leave  to  Seth  Mctcalf  to 
bring  in  a  bill, Jime  20,  1772. 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of  the 

north  parish  in  Danvers, June  3,  1772. 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,      ....      June  4,  1772. 

Order  of  notice  to  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  Ilub- 
bardston,  on  the  petition  of  William  Marean 
and  Adam  Wheeler Nov.  7,  1770. 

Order  referi'iiig  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  from 

Ilubbardston  and  answer,  ....      June  6,  1771. 

Order  dismissing  the  above-named  petition,      .        .        .      June  G,  1771. 

Order  of  notice  to  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  Hub- 
hardston,  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Grims  and 
Joseph  Starrow, Apr.  23,  1772, 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  above-named 

petition  and  answer  thereto,      ....      June  12,  1772. 

Order  recommitting  the  above  petition,     ....      July  2,  1772. 

Vote  for  engrossment  of  the  bill, July  14,  1772. 

Order  referring  the  petition  of  John  Wells,  etc.,  to  the 

next  session Apr.  23,  1772. 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee  the  above  petition,  .      June  9,  1772. 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill June  12,  1772. 

Order  of  notice  to  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  Ashby, 
on  the  petition  of  James  Lock,  jun  ,  and  direct- 
ing him  to  give  in  an  account  of  the  number  of 
acres  of  unirapr<?ved  lands  in  Ashljy,  at  the 
next  session June  9,  1768. 

Order  reviving  the  above-named  petition  and  referring  I 

the  same  to  a  joint  committee Apr.  13,  1771 
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Chapter. 


SUBJECT    OF   THE   VOTE,  ETC. 


270 
272 


273 
273 


274 


277 
277 


277 


277 

277 
277 

278 

278 

279 

279 

279 

280 

280 

280 
280 

280 
281 
281 
281 

281 

281 
282 
284 


285 


28;-) 
287 


35G 


356 
356 


356 


1772-73. 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 


1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 


1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 


1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 


26, 


29. 


29, 

29, 
29, 

30, 

30, 

31, 

34, 

35, 

35, 

35, 

35, 
36, 

.lO, 
39, 
39, 
41, 

41, 

41, 
44, 
49, 


49, 


Order  granting  leave  to  bring  ill  a  bill,      .        .        .        . 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  commictee,  the  petition  of  Jon- 
athan Randall  and  others,         .... 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  commirice,  the  petition  of  Jon- 
athan Thayer  and  others, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  and  surveyor  to  run  the 
line  from  Accord  I'ond  to  Angle  Tree,  and 
report  at  the  next  session ;  and  staying  all  law- 
suits in  the  mean  time, 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  subject  of  the 
above  line, 

Order  of  notice  on  the  petition  from  Pownalborough, 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  above  petition 
and  answer, 

Order  referring  to  the  next  session  the  report  on  the  peti- 
tion from  Pownalborough ;  and  directing  the 
selectmen,  etc  ,  to  tbrward  to  the  secretaiy,  a 
sworn  statement  of  the  numlier  of  inhabitants 
imd  houses  on  each  side  of  the  proposed  divi- 
sional line 

Order  referring  to  the  next  session,  the  above  petition 
and  report, 

Order  further  referring  the  above  petition,  etc., 

Order  of  notice  to  the  mhabit.ants  of  Pownalborough  ou 
the  west  side  of  Kenncbeck  lliver,    . 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Beal  and  answer  thereto,  . 

Order  recommitting  the  above  petition,  and  tlirecting  the 
committee  to  report  facts, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committe^i  to  bring  in  a  bill, 

Order  referring  io  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of  John 
Taylor, 

Order  of  notice  to  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  Narra- 
gansett  No.  '1  wo,  on  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Holden  and  others, 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  above  petition 
and  answer  thereto, 

Order  laying  a  tax  of  ^d.  ])er  acre,  on  the  lands  of  the 
non-resident  proprietors  of  Westminster, 

Vote  for  the  engrossment  of  the  bill, 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  from 
Great  Barrington, 

Order  dismissing  tlie  above  petition, 

Order  of  notice  on  tlio  (letition  of  William  Tliomson, 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,       .... 

Order  of  notice  to  the  first  precinct  iu  Marshfleld,  ou  the 
petition  of  Lemuel  Litilc  and  others. 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  above  petition 
and  answer  thereto, 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committi.c  to  hring  in  a  bill, 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England  in  Great  Bar- 
rington ;  also  directing  them  to  consider  the 
law  i-especting  Quaker.-  ;;nd  Anabaptists, 

Order  of  notice  to  the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  on  the 
atiovc-namcd  petition, 

Order  graning  leave  to  bring  in  a  l)ill,      .... 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of  Caleb 
Warner  and  other  papers  on  the  same  sub- 
ject,      

Order  of  notice  to  the  proprietors  of  Murrayfield,on  the 
petiiioii  of  the  easterly  ])art  of  said  town. 

Order  appointing  a  c(jinmittee  of  conference,    . 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  above  committee  and 
passing  the  l)ill  to  be  cngro&sed. 

Order  of  notice  to  the  first  jjrecim  t  in  Koxlniry,  on  the 
petition  of  Benjamin  Pemberton,  etc., 


Apr.  17,  1771. 
June  24,  1772. 
July  2,  1772. 

July  7,  1772. 

Feb.  19,  1773. 
Feb.  1,  1766. 

June  6,  1766. 


June  19,  1766. 

Nov.  13,  1766. 
June  19,  1767. 

June  17,  1768. 

June  14,  1771. 

June  21,  1771. 
Jan.  15,  1773. 

June  22,  1772. 


Oct.  5, 1759. 

Jan.  9,  1760. 

Feb.  8,  1760. 
Feb.  27,  1773. 

Apr  20,  1771. 
Apr.  25,  1771. 
June  18,  1772. 
Jan.  15,  1773. 

Jan.  12, 1773. 

Feb.  2,  1773. 
Feb.  3,  1773. 
Jan.  9,  1773. 


May  30,  1772. 


.Tune  2,  1772. 
.Tan.  16,  1773. 


Jan.  21,  1773. 

June  12,  1773. 
Juno  25,  1773. 

June  28,  1773. 

June  11,  1772. 
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geitebal  snbject-matteb. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT  OF  THE  VOTE,  ETC. 


1773-74, 
1773-74, 


1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 


1773-74, 
1773-74, 


1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 


9, 

10, 

10, 
10, 
10, 
10, 


10, 
13, 


13, 

19, 

19, 

19, 
24, 

24, 

24, 

24, 
24, 
24, 
24, 
24, 
26, 

26, 
26, 
27, 
27, 
29, 


Order  referring  the  above  petition  to  the  next  session, 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  tlie  petition  of 
Benjamin  Pemberton  and  the  accompanying 
papers, 

Order  referring  the  above  petition,  etc.,  to  the  next  ses- 
sion  

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  tlie  above-men- 
tioned papers,     .  

Order  substituting  William  Spooner  for  Jedidiah  Preble 
on  the  above  committee, 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  directing 
a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly,  .        .      ' . 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  sign  treasurer's 
notes, .        . 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petitions  of 
Sanmcl  Grant  and  others,  Martin  Bicker,  John 
Badger  and  David  Symonds,    .        .        .        . 

Order  referring  to  the  above  committee,  the  petitions  of 
William  Hunter  and  Archibald  Bowman, 

Vote  accepting  the  report  on  the  above  petitions,  and  or- 
dering a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly, 

Vote  reviving  the  petition  of  .Samuel  Grant,  and  refer- 
ring the  same  to  a  joint  committee,  . 

Order  referring  the  petition  oi:'  Isaac  Smith  and  others  to 
the  above  committee,  and  enlarging  said  com- 
mittee,         

Order  granting  leave  to  withdraw  the  above  petitions, 

Order  of  notice  to  tiio  proprietors  of  unimi)roved  1  tnds 
in  Windliam,  on  the  petition  of  Caleb  Graffam 
and  Micah  Walker, 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  above  petition 
and  answer  thereto, 

Order  of  notice  to  the  town  of  Sunderland,  on  the  petition 
of  Jonathan  Field  and  others,   .... 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  above-named 
petition  and  answer  thereto,       .... 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,      .        .        .        . 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of  tlie 
proprietors  of  Ashlield, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  repair  to  Ash- 
field,    

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  report  of  the 
above-named  committee  and  the  papers  rela- 
tive thereto,        

Order  recommitting  the  petition  of  the  AshfieJd  proprie- 
tors,     

Vote  recommitting  the  report  on  the  Ashfield  petition, 
and  enlarging  the  committee,    .        .        .        . 

Vote  recommitting  the  report  of  the  above-named  com- 
mittee,          

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  report  of  the 
committee  sent  to  Ashlield,        .        .        .        . 

Order  recommitting  the  report  of  the  joint  committee 
above  mentioned,  and  ciilars:ing  tht>  coninsittee. 

Order  of  notice  to  the  town  of  Sprini^licld,  on  the  petitions 
from  the  first,  tliird  and  fourth  parishes  and 
Stony  Ilill  in  said  town 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  aljove-named 
petitions, 

Order  granting  leave  to  tlie  first  parish  in  Springfield 
and  Stony  Ilill  to  bring  in  bills. 

Order  referring  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Stony 
Ilill,  to  the  next  session 

Order  reviving  the  petition  from  Stony  Ilill,  and  referring 
the  same  and  answers  to  a  joint  committee, 

Order  referring  the  jietitions  from  Taunton,  Bridgewatcr 
and  Middleborongh  to  a  joint  committee  nnd 
directing  them  to  repair  to  Taunton  River,  etc.. 


July  2,  1772. 

Jan.  28,  1773. 
Feb.  6, 1773. 
June  14,  1773. 
June  23,  1773. 
June  25,  1773. 
June  25, 1773. 

May  31,  1773. 
June  1, 1773. 
June  15,  1773. 
Feb.  I,  1774. 


Feb.  3,  1774. 
Mar.  8,  1774. 


June  20,  1772. 

Jan.  28,  1773. 

June  11,  1773. 

Feb.  16,  1774. 
Feb.  25,  1774. 

June  14,  1771. 

Jime  24,  1771. 

June  6,  1772. 
.  June  18,  1772. 
June  24,  1772. 
Juno  26,  1772. 
June  10,  1773. 
Jime  21,  1773. 

June  11,  1773. 
Feb.  11, 1774 
Feb.  18,  1774. 
Apr.  22,  1772. 
June  18, 1772 

Mar.  3, 1774. 
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Acts  bblatino  to  the 
general  sdbject-mattke. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF   THE   VOTE,  ETC. 


1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 


1773-74, 

1774, 
1774, 

1774, 
1774. 


1774, 


L775-76, 


1775-76, 


1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 
1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 


1775-76, 


30, 

30, 
30, 


2, 

5, 
9, 
9. 
9, 

20, 
21, 

21, 


1775-76, 

25, 

1776-77, 

1, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 

3, 

3, 

1776-77, 

12, 

1776-77, 

13, 

I77G-77, 
1770-77, 

20, 
21, 

1776-77, 

21, 

1776-77, 

21, 

1776-77, 

24, 

1776-77, 

25, 

Order  accepting  the  report  relative  to  the  Chappaqiiiddic 
Indians  and  appointing  a  joint  committee  to 
carry  tbe  same  into  effect;  and  also  to  consider 
the  cu'cumstances  of  the  Gay  Head  Indians,    . 

Order  recommitting  the  report  of  the  al)ovc-named  com- 
mittee,          

Order  appointing  a  conmiittcc  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  di- 
recting them  to  repair  to  Cliappaquiddic  to 
settle  disputes,  etc.,  also  directing  that  guard- 
ians 1)6  chosen, 

"Vote  choosing  guardians  for  the  Chappaquiddic  Indians, 

Vote  enacting  the  Ijill, 

Order  of  notice  to  Rutland,  Oakham  and  Ilubbardston, 
on  the  petition  of  Rutland  District,  . 

Order  granting  leave  to  l)ring  in  a  bill,      .... 

Order  directing  the  distiict  of  Amherst  to  pay  Josiah 
Chauncy  and  others  £28,  15s.  8d.;  and  granting 
.£30,  9s  '2d.  to  the  committee  of  the  General 
Court  for  their  services,  etc,  and  adding  the 
same  to  the  next  tax  on  Amherst,    . 

Order  directing  the  province  treasurer  to  stny  his  execu- 
tion against  East  Iloosuck,  for  the  tax  of  1772; 
and  empowering  the  then  assessors  to  assess 
the  tax  for  1773,  and  the  treasurer  to  include 
the  sum  in  his  warrant  for  the  tax  for  the  pres- 
ent year, 

Vote  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  examine  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  provincial  congresses,  and 
bring  in  a  bill  confirming  the  same, 

Order  appointing  ajoiut  committee  to  prepare  a  bill  or 
resolve  for  authenticating  the  bills  by  a  less 
number  of  signers  than  the  act  requires,  . 

Order  directing  the  chest  containing  the  bills  of  credit, 
to  bo  removed  to  the  treasurer's  offlce, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  bring  in  a  biU, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  sign  tlio  bills. 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committe  ;  to  soit  the  bills. 

Vote  recommitting  the  report  of  the  above-named  com 
mittee, 

Order  establishing  the  sixth  parish  in  Ipswich, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  write  to  the  delC' 
gates  in  Congress  respecting  a  test,  and  to 
bring  in  a  bill  tor  establishing  the  s;ime,  . 

Order  appointing  a  committee  of  conference  on  the 
subject  of  permitting  enemies  to  depart  the 
state,   

Vote  committing  Dr.  Whiting's  bill  to  the  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  province, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  sign  and  number  the 
bills  of  credit,     .        .        .        .  "     . 

Vote  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  repair  to  Hancock, 

Vote  acceptingthe  report  of  the  above-mentioned  com- 
mittee,          

Order  directing  Joseph  Frye  to  return  a  plan  of  certain 
land, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  of  conference  on  the 
tax  bill, 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,      .... 

Vote  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  letter  from  Gov. 
Cooke  and  tbe  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Gen.  Leo, 

Order  directing  the  secretary  to  have  the  act  for  the  refin- 
forcement  of  tlie  army,  printctl. 

Order  committing  the  rcmcmstiance  of  Col.  Marshall  and 
others, 

Order  adding  l^Iessrs.  Jeffries  and  Hill  to  the  committee 
for  countersigning  treasurer's  notes. 

Vote  passing  the  act  to  be  engrossed,        .... 


June  29, 1773. 
Feb.  21,  1774. 


Feb.  23, 1774. 
Mar  8,  1774. 
June  16,  1774. 

June  22,  1773. 
Feb.  10, 1774. 


Jnne  10, 1774. 


June  16, 1774. 
Aug.  5, 1775. 

Sept.  22, 1775. 

Oct.  18,  1775. 
Aug.  19,  1775, 
Dec  26,  1775. 
Jan.  25,  1776. 

Feb.  5, 1776. 
Dec.  8,  1752. 

Feb.  1,  1776. 

Nov.  21,  1776. 

Apr.  13,  1776. 

June  27,  1776. 
Nov.  7,  1776. 


Jan.  17,  1777. 

May  1,  1776. 

Nov.  26,  1776. 
Sept.  5,  1776. 

Nov.  20,  1776. 

Nov.  27,  1776. 

Jan.  4,  1777. 

Dec.  26, 1777. 
Oct.  31, 1776. 
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Acts  belating  to  the 
qenbral  subject-matter, 


Year. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT  OF  THE  VOTE,  ETC. 


693 
693 

702 

720 

K2J' 

827 

839 
844 

847 
854 

854 

855 
855 
858 


858 

859 

868 
871 

975 
976 

984 

993 
1008 

1018 

1023 

1023 
1024 
1059 

1063 


1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1777-78, 

1777-78, 

1777-78, 
1777-78, 

1777-78, 
1777-78, 

1777-78, 

1777-78, 
1777-78, 
1777-78, 


1777-78, 

1777-78, 

1777-78, 
1777-78, 

1778-79, 
1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 
1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 
1778-79, 
1778-79, 


1778-79, 


25, 

28, 

35, 
43, 
11, 

11, 

18, 
18, 

24, 

28, 

28, 

28, 
28, 

28, 


28, 

28, 

31, 
33, 

1, 
3, 


18, 
24, 

31, 

34, 

34, 
34, 

50, 


50, 


Vote  for  the  enactment  of  the  bill, 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  to  number  and  sign  bills  of 
credit, 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  a  committee,  relative  to  pris- 
oners of  war,      ...  ... 

Order  making  additions  to  the  committees  attending  the 
printing  treasurer's  notes, 

Order  appointing  Nathaniel  Kingsley  on  a  committee,  in 
place  of  Azariah  Root,  deceased. 

Order  directing  that  a  l)ill  be  brought  in,  agreeably  to 
the  report  of  a  committee, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  of  conference,    . 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of 
James  Smiih, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  revise  the  militia  act, 

Order  annexing  the  gore  of  land  between  Sutton  and 
Worcester,  to  the  town  of  Worcester, 

Order  directing  notice  to  the  town  of  Leicester,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Worcester  and 
Leicester, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  repair  to  Leicester, 
hear  tiie  parties,  etc., 

Order  accepting  the  report  of  a  committee,  and  annexing 
certain  lands  in  Leicester  to  Worcester,   . 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  view  the  lands  in 
Worcester,  Oxford,  Sutton  and  Leicester,  de- 
sired to  be  set  off,  and  consider  the  effect  on 
the  several  towns, 

Order  establishing  a  precinct  composed  of  parts  of 
Worcester,  Oxford,  Sutton  and  Leicester,  and 
fixing  the  site  of  the  meeting-house. 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  for  consideration, 
the  repoit  of  the  committee  sent  to  Worces- 
ter, etc.,  and  the  accompanying  pajiers,    . 

Order  referring  to  the  next  session,  tlie  petition  from 
Needham  and  all  matters  relative  thereto. 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  revise  the  laws  and 
resolves  relative  to  maritime  matters  and  bring 
in  a  bill, 

Order  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  consider  the  peti- 
tions from  Stoughton,  Wrentham,  etc.,    . 

Vote  granting  a  township  of  six  miles  square,  to  Captains 
Humphrey  Uobbs  and  Moses  t'carson  and  their 
companies  and  the  Capo  Breton  soldiers, 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  memorial  of  the 
selectmen  and  committee  of  Hancock,  concern- 
ing Tories  confined  in  that  town. 

Order  granting  liberty  to  brmg  in  a  bill,    .... 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Longfellow 

Vote  requesting  the  president  of  the  Council  to  sign,  in 
behalf  of  the  Asseml)ly,  a  letter  to  Gov. 
Trumbull, 

Order  directing  notice  to  the  towns  of  Great  Barrington 
and  Alt'ord,  on  the  petition  of  John  Adams 
and  others, 

Order  reviving  the  jwtition  of  John  Adams  and  directing 
notice  to  Great  Barringttm  and  A I  ford,    . 

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  petition  of  .John 
Adams  and  others, 

Order  annexing  certain  inhabitants  of  Charlestown  to 
Cambridge;  and  allowing  the  inhabitants  of 
Cambridge,  on  the  south  side  of  Charles  iliver, 
to  draw  a  certain  amoimt  from  the  treasury 
of  the  first  parish,  towards  the  support  of 
preaching, 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  sent  to  Cam- 
bridge,          


Dec.  3,  1776. 

Dec.  7,  1776. 

Oct.  17,  1776. 

July  4,  1777. 

Sept.  20,  1777. 

Oct.  16,  1777. 
Dec.  8,  1777. 

Apr.  15,  1780. 
Dec.  9,  1777. 

Apr.  5,  1743. 

May  27,  1757. 
Dec.  15,  1757. 
June  2,  1758. 

Jan.  23,  1773. 

June  23,  1773. 

Feb  25,  1778. 
Apr.  10,  177G. 

Oct.  31,  1776. 
Apr.  14,  1778. 

Apr.  20,  1750. 

Oct.  2.  1777. 
Apr.  16,  1778. 

Sept.  13,  1780. 

Juno  5,  1778. 

June  1,  1773. 
Jan.  29,  1774. 
Jan.  29,  1779. 


Apr.  18,  1761. 
Apr.  22,  1779. 


1588 


YoTBs  AND  Orders. 

Votes  and  Orders — Continued. 


Acts  kelatinq  to  the 
gbnekal  si?bject-m\ttee. 


Year. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT  OF  THE  VOTE,  ETC. 


1779-80 
1779-80, 

1779-80^ 
1779-80, 
1779-80 

1779-80, 

1779-80^ 
1779-80; 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80 
1779-80, 

1779-80; 
1779-80 

1779-80, 

1779-80 

1779-80; 
1779-80 

1780 


13, 

13, 
13, 
13, 

14, 

29, 
34, 
35, 
35, 
35, 
39, 

42, 
42, 

42, 

42, 

42, 
49, 

n, 


Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  brigades  in 
the  Continental  Army, 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  a  joint  committee,  respect- 
ing the  expediency  of  appointing  some  persons 
as  delegates  to  r(  present  the  state  at  a  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Philadelphia, 

Vote  giving  instructions  to  the  delegates  in  the  Phil- 
adelphia Convention,         

Order  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  letter  from  Gov. 
Irumbull  and  the  act  enclosed. 

Vote  referring  to  a  joint  committee,  the  letter  from  Gov. 
Clinton  and  the  resolution  of  the  New  York 
Assembly  enclosed  therein,        .... 

Order  directing  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
line  between  Westfield  and  Southwicli,  lie  on 
the  files, 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letters 
from  Col  Shepard 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  sent  to  Sud- 
bmy, 

Order  of  notice  to  the  town  of  Mendon,  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Tcnney  and  others,      .... 

Vote  erecting  the  easterly  part  of  Mendon  into  a  separate 
precinct, 

Vote  describing  the  soutliern  line  of  the  east  precinct  of 
Mendon, 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sanfoi'd,  and  appointing  a  joint  com- 
mittee in  accordance  therewith. 

Order  annexing  the  district  of  Carlisle  to  the  town  of 
Concord,      

Vote  authorizing  the  town  of  Concord,  .at  their  next 
town  meeting,  to  choose  town  officers  for  that 
part  of  tlie  town  formerly  the  district  of  Car- 
lisle,        . 

Order  authorizing  the  assessors  and  constables  last 
chosen  in  the  late  district  of  Carlisle,  to  per- 
form their  several  duties  the  same  as  if  Car- 
lisle had  remained  a  separate  district. 

Order  dismissing  the  petition  of  a  nnmber  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Concord,  Billerica,  Chelmsford  and 
Acton, 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  sent  to  Con- 
cord, Bill  rica,  Chelmsford  and  Acton,    . 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  a  committee,  that  the  town 
of  isandwicli  be  not  fined  for  their  failure  to 
raise  the  men  requked,      .        ... 

Order  referring  to  tlie  next  session,  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition 
from  Stotightonham, 


Oct.  8, 1779. 

Dec.  17,  1779. 
Dec.  22, 1779. 
Mar.  17, 1780. 

Mar.  22,  1780. 

Sept.  20,  1780. 
June  3,  1779. 
Nov.  26,  1779. 
July  16,  1741. 
Dec.  23,  1741. 
Aug.  10, 1744. 

June  5, 1779. 
Oct.  6, 1756. 

Oct.  20, 1758. 

Jan.  11,  1757. 

Jan.  21,  1773. 
Mar.  15,  1780. 

Apr.  4,  1780. 

May  3,  1780. 


Resolves  by  the  Council. 


519 

1775-76, 

9,  . 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  ))ring  in  a  resolve 
directing  the  manner  of  signing  the  bills  and 
the  allowani'o  to  signers,  etc  ,    . 

Dec.  26, 1775. 

(558 

1776-77, 

3.  .        . 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  bi  in?  in  a  bill  for  re- 
pealing the  act  for  iucorpoi'ating  Hancoclc, 

July  3,  1776. 

6(iy 

177G-77, 

14,  . 

Resolve  directing  the  committee  appointed  to  attend  the 
Providence  Convention,  to    proceed   on  that 
business 

Dec.  16, 1776. 

1UU4 

1778-79, 

24,  .        . 

Resolve  forbidding  the  return  to  the  state,  of  persons  who 
left  the  same  with  the  British  troops  andat  other 

times,  without  special  leave  of  the  Assembly, . 

Jan.  29, 1778. 
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Acts  relating  to  the 
okkeeai.  subject-matter. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT  OF  THE   VOTE,  ETC. 


Votes  and  Orders  of  the  Council. 


63 
65 

72 
150 

151 

16 

15v 

15^ 

15L 

150 
150 
150 

151 
264 


264 
268 


528 
538 

540 
GDI 
651 
651 


176^70, 
1769-70, 

1769-70, 
1770-71, 

1770-71, 

1770-71, 

1770-71,  . 

1770-71, 

1770-71, 

1770-71, 
1770-71, 
1770-71, 

1770-71, 
1772-73, 


1772-73, 
1772-73, 


363  :  1773-74, 


1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 


10, 

17, 

25, 

35, 

35, 

35, 

35, 

35, 

35, 

35, 
35, 
35, 

35, 

10, 

16, 
19, 

13, 
15, 

21, 

22, 


Order  appointing  a  committee  on  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min llamniet,  etc  ,  and  to  consider  unfinished 
commissions  of  bankruptcy,      .        .        .        . 

Order  appointim^  a  committee  to  coiis"idcr  the  expediency 
of  filtering  the  times  of  holding  the  Superior 
Court,  etc.,  for  the  counties  of  York  and  Cum- 
berland,       

Order  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  of  non-resident  pro- 
prietors in  Greenwich,        .  .        .        . 

Vote  advising  and  consenting  to  a  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £500,  to  John  Erving,  to  purchase 
Thatcher's  Island, 

Vote  advising  and  consenting  to  a  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £200,  to  John  Erving,  towards  build- 
ing a  lighthouse  on  Thatcher's  Island, 

Vote  advising  and  consenting  to  a  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £400,  to  John  Erving,  towards  building 
a  lighthouse, 

Vote  advising  and  consenting  to  a  warrant  for  .the 
payment  of  £1200,  to  John  Erving,  towards 
building  a  lighthouse, 

Vote  advising  and  consenting  to  a  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £43.i,  19*.  6d.  to  John  Erving,  towards 
building  a  lighthouse, 

Vote  advising  and  consenting  to  a  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £18,  6i.  lOd  to  Nathaniel  Allen,  for 
lead  for  lighthouse 

Vote  advising  and  consenting  to  a  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £150,  to  John  Erving,  for  lighthouse, 

Vote  advising  and  consenting  to  a  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £2S0,  to  John  Erving,  for  lighthouse, 

Vote  advising  and  consenting  to  a  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £45,  3s.  Id.  to  John  Erving,  for  light- 
house,   

Vote  advising  and  consenting  to  a  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £50,  to  John  Erving,  for  lighthouse,   . 

Order  reviving  the  petition  from  Narragansett  No.  One, 
and  directing  notice  on  the  same,  and  that  the 
proprietors  make  no  further  grants  or  assess- 
ments until  the  next  session,     .... 

Vote  approving  a  scheme  for  a  lottery,      .... 

Order  referring  to  the  next  session,  the  petition  of  Ilub- 
bardston  and  answer  thereto,    .... 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition 
of  Caleb  Grattam  and  Micah  Walker,  and  grant- 
ing leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,        .... 

Order  recommitting  the  liill,  and  sixbstituting  Walter 
Spooner  for  William  Sever  on  the  commit- 
tee,      

Order  directing  the  resolution  relative  to  the  test  act  to  bo 
printed  in  handbills  and  sent  to  the  committees 
of  inspection,  etc.,  and  the  members  of  the 
Assembly 

Order  directing  the  secretary  to  alter  the  style  of  com- 
missions without  "laying  the  same  before  the 
Council 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the  manner  of 
making  public  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence,          

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  direct  the  publishment 
of  the  Declaration,  and  directing  the  printing 
of  the  same, 

Order  directing  that  the  Declaration  be  read  in  the  Coun- 
cil-chamber, and  inviting  the  attendance  of  the 
representatives, 


June  1,  1768. 

Feb.  3,  1768. 
Sept.  17,  170-'. 

July  5,  1771. 

Sept.  12,  1771. 

Nov.  15,  1771. 

Apr.  25,  1772. 

May  12,  1772. 

Sept.  9,  1772. 
Nov.  19,  1772. 
Feb.  24,  1773. 

Feb.  26, 1773. 
Mar.  24,  1773 

June  6,  1772. 
July  8,  1772. 

Apr.  12,  1771. 
Feb.  17, 1773. 
Feb.  9,  1776. 

July  3,  1776. 
June  25,  1776. 
July  15,  1776. 
July  17,  1776. 
July  18,  1776. 
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Acts  relating  to  the 
obnebal  scbject-matter 


1776-77, 
1776-77, 


1776-77, 
1776-77, 


1777-78, 
1777-78, 
1777-78, 
1778-79, 


1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 


Chapter. 


36, 
44, 


18, 
18, 
20, 
34, 


29, 


45, 


SUBJECT  OF  THE  VOTE,  ETC. 


Order  substituting  Messrs.  Derby  and  Gushing  for  Lin- 
cola  and  Holton,  on  a  committee. 

Order  notifying  all  persons  who  have  opened  inoculating 
hospitals  without  licenses,  to  cease  receiving 
patients, 

Order  relative  to  taking  up  deserters,        .... 

Order  calling  on  all  persons  to  give  information  of  any 
breach  of  the  act  to  prevent  the  depreciation 
of  the  bills  of  credit, 

Order  directing  the  return  to  the  barracks  at  Rutland,  of 
all  prisoners  of  war  at  large  in  the  state,  . 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  of  George 
McBride, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  a  clause  of  the 
act  to  enable  towns  to  raise  money. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the  petition  of 
John  Adams  and  others,  .... 

f  Order  dkecting   the   commanders    of    the   frigates  l 
I  Providence  and  Boston  to  deliver  to  Col.  | 

I  Revere,  the  men  on  lioard  said  ships,  belong-  | 

J  ing  to  the  state  iTginicut  of  artillery,  I 

Order  directing  the  secretary  to  transmit  to  tlio  Navy  j 
Board,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Arm- 
strong, jun.,  relative  to  a  deserter  enlisted  on 
board  the  Providence,        .        .        .        .J 

Order  directing  the  commanders  of  the  forts  in  the  sea- 
ports, to  enforce  the  embargo,  .... 

Order  recommitting  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  devise  ways  and  means  to  prevent  the  ex- 
portation of  certain  articles  and  carry  into 
execution  the  resolves  of  the  Concord  Conven- 
tion  

Order  informing  the  committee  to  settle  with  the  army 
that  their  letter  and  the  letter  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  army  have  been  received  and 
considered  by  the  Council 

Order  recommending  the  managers  of  the  state  lottery  to 
suspend  the  drawing  the  third  class,  until 
June  3,  1779, 


June  8, 1776. 


July  0,  i?76. 
July  16,  1777. 


Nov.  19,  1777. 
Oct.  12,  1779. 
Apr.  11,  1780. 
Jan.  15,  1778. 
June  16,  1774. 

Mar.  29,  1779. 

Juno  25,  1779. 

Sept.  11,  1779. 

Jan.  29,  1780. 
May  21,  1779. 


Resolves  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 


1769-70, 
1769-70, 

1770-71, 

1771-72, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1774, 


1, 

18, 

35, 

13, 

5, 
14, 

29, 
14, 

14, 

14, 

14, 


Resolve  remitting  a  portion  of  the  tax  on  Deerfield,  and 
laying" the  same  on  Conway  in  the  next  tax,    . 

Resolve  notifying  the  towns  in  Essex  County  to  show 
cause  why  the  times  and  places  of  holding  the 
inferior  cou'ts  should  not  be  changed, 

Resolve  granting  £1035,  19.s-.  6d.  to  the  committee  for 
building  the  lighthouse  on  Thatcher's  Island,  . 

Resolve  referring  to  the  next  session,  a  further  act  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  oysters, 

Resolve  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  . 

Resolve  determining  the  i^roportion  each  town  shall  pay 
to  a  tax  of  £1,000 

Resolve  dividing  Pownalborough  into  two  parishes, 

Resolve  laying  fines  on  several  towns  for  not  sending 
representatives, 

Resolve  laying  fines  on  several  towns  for  not  sending 
repiesentatives, 

Resolve  for  raising  £15,000  by  tax,  and  appointing  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  tax-bill, 

Resolve  for  raising  £20,625,  by  tax 

Resolve  allowing  £11,  4s.  to  the  committee  who  went  to 
Upper  llousatonic,  and  laying  the  same  on 
Great  Barrington  in  the  next  tax,     . 


June  28,  1768. 

Feb.  14,  1766. 

Apr.  25,  1772. 

July  14,  1772. 
July  7,  1772. 

July  13,  1772. 
Apr.  26,  1770. 

June  20, 1771. 

June  2,  1772. 

June  1,  1773. 
June  10,  1773. 

Feb.  23,  1774. 
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Year. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF   THE   VOTE,  ETC. 


411 
510 


511 

513 


614 

515 

516 
519 
520 
522 


523 

531 
652 

653 


707 
719 


723 

862 


1037 


1774, 
1775-76, 

1775-76. 
1775-76, 


1775-76, 

1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 
1775-76, 
1775-76, 


1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 


1776-77, 
1776-77, 


1776-77, 
1777-78, 


1778-79, 


38, 
41, 


46, 
29, 


39, 


Resolve  for  raising  £10,312,  by  tax 

Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  receive  and  exchange 
misprinted  l)ills, 

Resolve  enacting  the  bill, • 

Resolve  "for  raising  £40,000  hy  tax,  and  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  consider  the  circum- 
stances of  the  towns  and  the  manner  the  taxes 
sliiill  be  laid, 

Resolve  abating  a  certain  proportion  of  the  tax  on  several 
towns, 

Resolve  for  apjjointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  Falmouth 
in  Cumberland  County, 

Resolve  for  bringing  in  a  l)ill  relative  to  armed  vessels,  . 

Resolve  directing  tlic  manner  of  signing  Inlls  of  credit,    . 

Resolve  providing  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  bills, 

Resolve  appointing  a  commiftee  to  confer  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Council,  on  the  regulation  of  the 
militia  and  the  appointment  of  militia  officers, 

[■  Resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  carry  a  message  to  | 

I  the  Council, I 

i  Resolve  continuingmilitia  officers  chosen  by  the  people,  j 

[  until  further  orders, J 

Resolve  allowing  a  bounty  on  the  iruns  of  the  ships  cap- 
tured and  brought  into  the  colony,  . 

Resolve  recommending  the  towns  to  instruct  their  repre- 
sentatives relative  to  a  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence by  Congress, 

Resolve  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  House  relative  to 
tlie  towns  instructing  their  representatives  as 
to  a  Declaration  of  Independence,    . 

Resolve  providing  for  the  care  of  refugees'  estates,  . 

Resolve  givinij  power  to  the  assessoi's  to  assess  taxes 
granted  by  towns  or  jirecincts,  for  encouraging 
the  enlistment  of  soldiers,  .... 

Resolve  relative  to  the  price  of  Hour  and  iron, 

Resolve  directing  tbe  committee  on  valuation  to  deduct 
£22,S76  from  the  total  of  the  valuation  returns 
of  the  town  of  Dartmouth,        .... 

Resolve  deducting  £97,  145,  3d  from  the  tax  to  bo  laid 
on  Harwich,  and  laying  the  same  on  Eastham, 


May  27,  1774. 

Jan  23,  176G. 
Aug.  16,  177-3. 


Aug.  8,  1775. 

Aug.  24,  177  J. 

Jan.  5,  1776. 
Oct.  9,  1775. 
Dec.  26,  177o. 
Jan.  24,  1776. 

Oct.  25,  1775. 
Nov.  11,  1775. 

Mar.  22,  1776 
May  9,  1776. 


May  10,  1776. 
Nov.  9,  1775. 


Jan.  31,  1777. 
Apr.  1777. 


Feb.  17,  1779. 
Feb.  8,  1779. 


Votes  and  Orders  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


53 


60 


61 
140 
141 


1769-70, 


1769-70, 

1769-70, 
1769-70, 


1769-70, 
1770-71, 
1770-71, 


141     1770-71, 
141     1770-71, 


Order  directing  the  committee  on  the  tax  bill,  to  add 
fifty  pounds  to  tlic  town  of  Swanzey  towards 
repayment  of  ihe  sum  loaned  them  in  1763, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  carry  a  message  to  the 
Board, 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  to  view  the  Province  House, 

Order  appointiiig  a  committee  to  consider,  and  make  esti- 
mate of  the  exi)ense  of  repairs  on  the  Province 
House 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  to  take  charge  of  repairs  on 
the  aljove-named  building,         .        .        .        . 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee  the  petition  of  Josiah  Ed- 
son,      

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  devise  means  to  prevent 
the  whole  debt  of  th- province  being  assessed 
the  present  year,  ami  directing  them  to  i  eport 
the  sum  to  be  raised  by  tax 

C  Order  for  a  tax  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds,   . 

■I  Order  directinsj  the  treasurer  to  call  in  outstanding  debts, 

I  Order  appointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  tax  bill,     . 

Vote  giving  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Backminster, 


July  7,  1769, 

June  17,  1772. 
Apr.  19,  1771. 


Apr.  23,  1771. 
Apr.  25,  1771. 
Oct.  22, 1770. 

Oct  10,1770. 
Oct.  16,  1770. 

Oct.  17,  1770. 
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Acts  relating  to  the 
general  subject-matter. 


1770-71, 

1770-71, 
1770-71, 

1770-71, 
1770-71, 
1770-71, 
1770-71, 

1770-71, 
1771-72, 

1771-72, 
1771-72, 
1771-72, 
1771-72, 

1771-72, 

1771-72, 

1771-72, 

1771-72, 
1771-72, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1772-73, 

1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772t73, 

281  1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 
1772-73, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 


Chapter. 


7, 
7, 

15, 
31, 
32, 
35, 

35, 
4, 

4, 
6, 

7, 
9, 


13, 
15, 

15, 

20, 

4, 

4, 

4, 
5, 

5, 
5, 


16, 
19, 
19, 
19, 
27, 

28, 

28, 
29, 
30, 
30, 
30, 
35, 

36, 
40, 
46, 
46, 

48, 

1, 
1, 


SUBJECT  OF  THE  VOTE,  ETC. 


Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Culver, 

Order  appontiing  a  committee  to  examine  the  precepts,    . 

Order  remitting  a  portion  of  the  tax  ou  Egremont  and 
laying  the  same  on  other'towns, 

Order  directing  that  a  bill  be  brought  in,  . 

Order  directing  the  attendance  of  the  secretary, 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  agreeably 
to  the  petition  of  Jeremiah  Lee,  etc.. 

Order  directing  tJjat  a  bill  be  brought  in,  . 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee  the  petition  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  Sipperwisset, 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,      .        .        . 

Order  directing  Maj.  Hawley  to  bring  in  a  bill, 

Order  directing  Maj.  Hawley  to  bring  in  a  bill, 

Order  referring  to  a  committee  the  petition  of  the  select- 
men of  Boston 

Order  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  above 
petition,  and  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, . 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
preservation  of  oysters, 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  of  a  niunber 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Kittery,  and  one  from 
Thomas  Chase  and  others,         .... 

Order  directing  the  member  from  Kittery  to  bring  in  a 
bdl, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  incor- 
porating the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Boston,  . 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  of  the  select- 
men of  Boston, 

Vote  reviving  the  above  petition  and  refemng  the  same 
to  a  committee ;  afterwards  referring  it  to  the 
next  session, 

Vote  further  reviving  the  l)efore-mentioned  petition  and 
appointing  a  committee  thereon, 

Order  referring  to  a  committee,  the  peti  I  ion  of  oohn  Spring 
and  others,  and  directing  that  the  bill  lie  on  tile. 

Order  referring  the  bill  to  the  next  session. 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  north 
part  of  Uxbridge, 

Order  directing  Mr.  Adams  to  carry  up  the  engrossed 
bill  and  propose  amendments  thereto, 

Order  for  bringing  in  a  bill 

Order  assigning  a  time  for  reading  the  bill, 

Vote  committing  the  bill  for  amendment, 

Vote  for  engrossment  of  thebill, 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  on  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Tyler, 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  on  the  petition  of  William 
Coffin,  ....... 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,      .... 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Order  recommitting  the  l)ill, 

Vote  for  amendment  and  engrossment  of  the  bill,    . 

Order  assigning  a  time  for  a  third  reading  of  the  bil',  and 
for  the  engrossment  of  the  same,       ... 

Vote  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,        .... 

Vote  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,        .... 

Vote  referring  the  petition  of  Rochester,  to  a  committee, 

Vote  recommitting  the  bill, 

Vote  referrmg  the  petition  of  Moses  Stordivant,  to  a  com- 
mittee,          

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  prepare  a  message  to  the 
Lieut. -Governor,  .        .        .        ... 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  carry  a  message  to  the 
Lieut. -Governor, 


Oct.  19,  1770. 
Oct.  23,  1770. 

Oct.  27,  1770. 
Nov.  7,  1770. 
Apr.  10,  1771. 
Apr.  15,  1771. 

Apr.  9, 1771. 
Apr.  10,  1771. 

Apr.  12,  1771. 
Apr.  15,  1771. 
June  5,  1771. 
June  5,  1771. 

Apr.  5,  1771. 

Apr.  24,  1771. 

July  4,  1771. 

Apr.  9,  1772. 
Apr.  11,  1772. 
Apr.  9,  1772. 
June  26,  1771. 

Apr.  14,  1772. 

June  4,  1772. 

June  25,  1772. 
June  26,  1772. 

July  6,  1772. 

•hily  11,  1772. 
June  20,  1772. 
July  7,  1772. 
July  8,  1772. 
July  11,  1772. 

Feb.  11,  1773. 

Jan.  22,  1773. 
Feb.  5,  1773. 
Jan.  28,  1773. 
Feb  1,  1773. 
Feb  4,  1773. 
Feb.  5,  1773. 

Feb.  24,  1773. 
Jan.  15,  1773. 
Jan.  15,  1773. 
Feb  25,  1773 
Feb.  26,  1773. 

Jan  15,  1773. 

Nov.  19,  1770. 

Nov.  20,  1770. 
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Year. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF   THE   VOTE,  ETC. 


1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 


1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 


1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 

6, 
6. 
7, 
7, 
7, 
11, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

11, 
14, 

1773-74, 

14, 

1773-74, 

14, 

1773-74, 

14, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

14, 

14, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

14, 
14, 

1773-74, 

14, 

1773-74, 

14, 

1773-74, 

14, 

14, 

14, 
14, 
14, 

14, 

14, 

14, 

14, 

14, 


Vote  referring  the  Governor's  message  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the 
militia, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  re- 
garding the  arms  at  Castle  William, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  prepare  a  message  to 
the  Governor, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  cany  a  message  to  the 
Governor 

Order  for  bringing  in  a  bill 

Order  for  bringing  in  a  bill,  and  assigning  a  time  for  a 
readmg, '     . 

Vote  referring  the  petition  of  Ephi-aim  Stimson  and 
others  to  a  committee, 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  above  committee,   . 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  Broad- 
bay,     .  ....... 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,       .        .        .        . 

Order  granting  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Glover  and 
others,  and  appointing  a  committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill, 

Order  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  North- 
field  and  lands  adjacent, 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

Order  grantinii  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 

Vote  committing  a  bill  for  amendment,    .        .        .        . 

Vote  for  amendment  and  engrossment  of  a  bill. 

Order  for  sending  a  request  to  the  Conncil, 

Vote  referring  tlie  petition  of  James  Locke  to  a  commit- 
tee,       

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 

Order  referring  to  the  next  day,  the  consideration  of  tbe 
circumstances  of  towns  that  have  sent  no  rep- 
resentatives the  present  year,     .        .        .        • 

Order  laying  fines  upon  several  towns  for  not  sending 
representatives, 

Order  laying  fines  upon  several  towns  for  not  sending 
representatives, 

Vote  refeiTing  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  Plymp- 
ton, 

Order  remitting  the  fine  on  Plympton 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  Peters- 
ham,     

Order  remitting  the  fine  on  Petersham 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  Edgar- 
town,  

Vote  feferring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  West- 
minster,        

Order  remitting  the  fine  on  Westminster  for  1771  and 
1772, 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petitions  from  New 
Gloucester,  Pearsontown  and  New  Boston  and 
ordering  the  petition  from  Partridgefieid  to  lie. 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  Han- 
over,     

Order  remitting  the  fine  on  Hanover,         .... 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  jietition  from  Winthrop, 

Order  fining  several  towns  for  not  sending  representa- 
tives,    

Order  referring  the  petition  from  Gardinerstown  to  the 
committee  on  the  petition  from  Winthrop, 

Vote  referring  the  petition  from  New  Gloucester  to  the 
committee  on  the  jjctition  from  Winthro)), 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  Kingston, 

Order  referring  the  petition  from  Partridgefieid  to  the 
committee  on  the  petition  from  Winthrt)p, 

Order  referring  the  petition  from  Iloyalston  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  petition  from  Winthrop,     . 


Jan.  19,  1773. 
Feb.  25,  1773. 

Mar.  4,  1773. 

Mar.  5,  1773. 
June  24,  1773. 

June  I,  1773. 

June  8,  1773. 
June  11,  1773. 

June  5,  1773. 
June  11,  1773. 

May  28, 1773. 

Jan.  12,  1773. 
Jan.  15,  1773. 
June  21,  1773. 
June  19,  1773. 
June  21,  1773. 
June  23,  1773. 

June  5,  1773. 
June  17,  1773. 

May  31,  1771. 

June  1,  1771. 

May  29,  1772. 

June  5,  1772. 
June  9,  1772. 

June  19,  1772. 
June  27,  1772. 

June  29,  1772. 

July  6,  1772. 

July  7,  1772. 

Jan.  12,  1773. 

Jan.  18,  1773. 
Jan.  19,  1773. 
May  28,  U73. 

May  29,  1773. 

May  31,  1773. 

June  2,  1773. 
June  5,  1773. 

June  8,  1773. 

June  11,  1773. 
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Acts  helating  to  the 
gbnebal  sdbject-iuatter 


Year. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF   THE   VOTE,  ETC. 


1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 


1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

1773-74, 

1773-74, 


1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 

23, 
23, 
24, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 

24, 
25, 

1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 
1773-74, 

25, 
29, 
31, 
32, 
32, 

1773-74, 

1774, 

1774, 

34, 
1, 
1, 

1774, 
1774, 
1774, 
1774, 
1774, 
1774, 

1, 
1, 
2, 
4, 
5, 
6, 

1774, 

6, 

1774, 
1774, 
1774, 
1774, 

6, 

7, 
8, 
8, 

1774, 

8, 

1775-76, 
1773-76, 
1775-76, 

1, 

1, 
2, 

1773-76, 


1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 


14, 

14, 

16, 
16, 


17, 
18, 
20, 

20, 
20, 

22, 

23, 


Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  Fram- 

ingham, June  12,  1773. 

Order  dismissing   the  petitions  from  Royalston,  Win- 

throp,  Bellingljam  and  Belc'lioriown,        .        .      June  25,  1773. 

Order  directing  Mr.  Hopkins  to  bring  in  a  bill.         .        .      Jan.  31,  1774. 

Order  directing  Mr.  Adams  to  acquaint  the  Board  that 
the  House  concur  in  certain  proposed  amend- 
ments,          Mar.  8,  1774. 

Order  du-ecting  Capt.  Derby  to  bring  in  a  bill,  .        .        .      Feb.  17,  1774. 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,      ....      Feb.  16,  1774. 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  of  David  Butt 

and  others, June  2,  1772. 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,       ....      June  5,  1772. 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  of  David  Butt 

and  others, Feb.  1,  1774. 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  New 

Gloncester, Feb.  24,  1774. 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition   '^f   David 

Rossiter, June  5, 1773. 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,      ....       June  9,  1773. 

Order  assigning  a  time  for  a  third  reading  of  the  bill,      .      Feb.  16, 1774. 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  of  Obadiah 

Dickinson, Feb.  7,  1774. 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill Feb.  8,  1774. 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  from  Stough- 

ton  and  Stougbtonham, Feb.  18, 1774. 

Order  granting  leave  tojjring  in  a  bill,      ....      Feb.  19,  1774. 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,      ....       Feb.  18,  1774. 

Order  granting  leave  to  bring  hi  a  bill,       ....       Feb.  15,  1774. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  i)ring  in  a  bill,        .        .      Feb.  17,  1774. 

Order  directing  Mr.  Hancock  to  acquaint  the  Board  that 

the  House  concur  in  the  proposed  amendment.      Mar.  7,  1774. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  prepare  a  bill,        .        .      Mar.  2,  1774. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  prepare  a  bill,        .        .       Jan.  28,  1774. 

Order  directing  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 

bill Mar.  2,  1774. 

Order  assigning  a  time  for  a  reading,         ....      June  13,  1774. 

Vote  for  engrossment  of  the  bill, June  15,  1774. 

Order  directing  Mr.  Hersey  to  biing  in  a  bill,-  .        .       May  27,  1774. 

Order  directing  Mr.  Williams  to  bring  in  a  bill,        .        .      May  27,  1774. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  snpply  bill,  .      May  27,  1774. 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  a  petiiion  of  a  luiiDber  of 

Baptists  in  Springfield,       .        .  .        .      Feb.  15,  1774. 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  a  petition  of  Isaac  Backus 

relative  to  imprisoned  Baptists,  .        .        .      Feb.  17,  1774. 

Order  appointing  a  comniiitcc  to  iire]>are  a  bill,        .        .       May  27,  177'4. 

Order  ai>pninting  a  committee  to  i)repare  a  liill,        .        .       May  20,  1774. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  l.iring  in  a-tax  bill,         .       May  27,  1774. 

Order  substituting  Capt.  Cusliing  for  Col   Bowers  on  the 

committee  above  named, June  8,  1774. 

Order  directing  the  cominittie  on  the  tax  bill  to  consider 

the  petition  from  Hattield,         ....      June  13,  1774, 

Vote  assigning  a  time  fur  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,     .      Aug.  21,  1775. 

Vote  for  engrossing  and  ctiacting  the  bill,         .        .        .      Aug.  22,  1775. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  safet}-,  relative  to  issuing  l)ills 
of  credit July  26,  1775. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  procure  paper  for  the 
bills  of  credit,  and  directing  that  they  be  printed 
on  types, Aug.  1,  1775. 

Order  appointing  a  comnuttee  to  bring  in  a  bill,       .        .      Aug.  9,  1775. 

Order  substituting  Capt.  Bragdon  for  Col.  Thompson  on 

a  coumiittee, Sept.  27,  1775 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  petition  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  numl)er  and  sign  the  liills 
and  their  book  of  receipts ;  and  ordt^rlng  the 
8upernumeraj-v  sheets  to  l)e  retained  by  Mr. 
Webster  until  the  committee  reports,        .       .      Dec.  22,  1775. 
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Acts  relating  to  the 
general  subject-mattbb. 


1775-76, 

1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 
1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 

1775-76, 


1775-76, 
1775-76, 


1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1775-76, 


Chapter. 


1775-76,  6 


1775-76, 
1775-76, 

9,  . 
9,  . 

1775-76, 

9,  . 

1775-76, 

9,  . 

1775-76, 
1775-76, 

9,  . 
9,  . 

1775-76, 

9,  . 

1775-76, 

9,  . 

1775-76, 

10,  . 

1775-76, 

10,  .        . 

1775-76, 

10,  .        . 

1775-76, 

10,  . 

1775-76, 

18,  .        . 

SUBJECT    OF    THE    VOTE,  ETC. 


Order  substituting  Mr.  Rawson  for  Mr.  Jewett  on  a 
committee 

Order  directing  the  supernumerary  bills  to  bo  exchanged 
for  ihe  niii-printeil  ones 

Vote  granting  leave  to  Maj.  llawlcy  to  bring  in  a  bill,     . 

Order  for  a. ioint  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill,    . 

Vote  amending  the  bill, 

Order  for  a  joint  comnnttce  to  consider  proper  oatlis  for 
officers  civil  and  milit;ny, 

Vote  for  the  engrossment  of  tlie  bill,         .        .        .        . 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  of  one  member  from  each 
county,  to  consider  the  circumstances  of  the 
towns  relative  to  taxes, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the  manner  of 
taxing  inhal)itants  who  have  removed  from  one 
town  to  another, 

Vote  recommitting  the  report  of  the  committee  relative 
to  abating  the  taxes  of  Boston  and  other 
towns,  . 

Order  directing  the  attendance  of  Messrs.  Cheever  and 
Devcns  to  give  information  regarding  the 
ability  of  Charlcstown  to  pay  taxes;  also  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  tjring  in  a  bill  appor- 
tioning a  tax  of  £46,000,   

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  selectmen  of  Iloxbury,   . 

Order  instructing  the  committee  on  the  tax  bill  relative 
to  taxing  soldiers,  and  substituting  Mr.  Wood 
for  Mr.  Devens  on  said  committee,  . 

Oi'der  nppointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve. 

Order  for  a  message  to  the  Hoard  ;  ii  iso  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  misprinted  bills. 

Vote  non: oncniTing  the  icsolve  of  the  Board  of  the] 
2r)th ;  and  order  appointing  a  committee  of 
the  House  for  the  purpose  of  the  resolve, 

Order  for  a  message  to  ihe  Board 

Order  sub.'-tituting  Mr.  Hopkins  for  Mr.  Cheever  on  a 
committee 

Vote  recommitting  the  report  of  the  committee  relative 
to  numbering  and  signing  bills. 

Order  for  a  message  tothe  Board,      .        .        .        .        . 

Order  directing  tlie  secretary  to  lay  upon  the  table,  the 
resolve  appointing  a  committee  to  sign  bills,   . 

Vote  directing  the  committee  on  signing  bills,  to  provide 
themselves  suitable  room  and  fuel,   . 

Order  directing  Mr.  Wheeler  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the 
care  of  the  bills;  and  substituting  Mr.  Batch- 
elder  for  Mr.  Morgan  on  a  committee, 

Order  adding  Mr.  Sewall  to  the  committee  for  signing  bills, 

Order  for  a. joint  committee  to  settle  with  the  committee 
for  signing  bills,         ....... 

Vote  referring  lo  a  committee,  the  report  of  the  committee 
for  signing  bills, 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  a  letter  from  the  committee 
of  Uxbridge, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  report  a  method  of  ap- 
pointing militia  officers, 

Order  directing  Col.  I'orter  to  carry  a  resolve  of  Congress 
to  the  Council, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  carry  a  message  to  the 
Council, 

Order  directing  that  the  resolve  relative  to  military  tools, 
bo  printed  in  the  newspapers,    .... 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  making 
bills  of  credit  a  tender  in  all  payments,  and  to 
prevent  the  counterfeiting  and  depreciation  of 
the  same,  if  provision  be  not  already  made  for 
the  purpose, 


Jan.  9,  1776. 

Jan.  24,  1776. 
.\ng.  5,  1775. 
July  31,  1775. 
Aug.  12,  1775. 

Aug  16,  1775. 
Aug.  21,  1775. 


Aug.  8,  1775. 
Aug.  9,  1775. 
Aug.  14,  1775. 

Aug.  16,  1775. 
Aug.  21,  1775. 


Sept.  20,  1775. 
Nov.  10,  1775. 

Dec.  27,  1775. 


Dec.  28,  1775. 

Jan.  1,  1776. 
Jan.  4,  1776. 
Jan.  8,  1776, 

Jan.  24,  1776. 
Feb.  3,  1776. 

Mar.  27,  1776. 

Apr.  19, 1776. 

Apr.  19,  1776. 

Nov.  3,  1775. 

Nov.  7,  1775. 

Nov.  9,  1775. 

June  26,  1776. 

Feb.  1, 1776. 
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538 
540 


541 
543 

652 

652 

653 

653 

653 
653 

653 
653 
653 

653 

654 

657 
657 
663 

665 
667 

667 

6G7 

6G7 

669 
669 


673 
673 

673 

701 
709 


Acts  eelating  to  the 
obnexal  subject-matter. 


1775-76,   21, 
1775-76,  I  23, 


1775-76, 
1775-76, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 


1776-77, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1776-77, 


Chapter. 


11, 
13, 


13, 

13, 

13, 

14, 
14, 


16, 


SUBJECT  OF  THE  VOTE,  ETC. 


Order  directing  Col.  Freeman  to  Lave  the  test  act  printed, 
and  to  furnisli  three  copies  to  each  town, 

Order  directing  the  secretary  to  lay  the  act  for  regulating 
fees,  on  the  table;  and  appointing  a  committee 
to  compare  the  printed  act  with  the  engross- 
ment and  to  direct  the  printer  to  suspend  the  de- 
livery of  the  acts ;  also  to  consider  some  method 
whereby  matters  may  l)e  correctly  printed. 

Order  appointi-»^  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Vote  referring  the  memorial  of  the  Essex  County  Con- 
vention, to  a  committee 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  to 
Congress,  relative  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence,     

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recom- 
mending the  towns  to  instruct  their  representa- 
tives I'espccting  independence,  .... 

Order  directing  Capt.  Brown  to  have  a  resolve  printed  in 
handbills,    ......... 

Order  for  a  message  to  the  Council ;  and  directing  the 
secretary  to  lay  a  resolve  on  the  table, 

Order  directing  Mr.  Cooper  to  liave  a  resolve  printed. 

Vote  announcing  that,  if  Congress  should  declare  the 
colonies  independent,  the  House  will  approve 
the  measure, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  I)ring  in  a  resolve  es- 
tablishing the  use  of  the  word  "  State,"    . 

Order  directing  the  insertion  of  the  words  "State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay"  in  all  acts  and  resolves,  . 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  examine  the  state  of 
the  treasury  and  report  the  sum  necessary  to 
be  emitted, 

Order  directing  the  above  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill ; 
also  to  report  the  denominations  of  the  bills 
and  the  expense  of  the  impression,   . 

Vote  directing  the  committee  to  act  as  they  judge  best 
relative  to  the  device  on  the  bills,  etc.. 

Vote  committing  the  petition  of  Asa  Douglass, 

Vote  amending  and  passing  the  bill, 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  to  view  the  hospital  at 
Sewall's  Point,  

Order  directing  Col.  Cushing  to  bring  in  a  bill, 

Vote  accepting  the  report  of  a  committee,  and  appointing 
a  committee  to  consider  the  sum  necessary  to 
be  raised  by  taxation,  the  current  year,   . 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  what  towns 
should  be  abated  a  portion  of  their  tax,  and 
the  proportion, 

Order  directing  that  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  Charlestown 
and  Fnlmouth  who  have  fled  to  other  towns, 
be  taxed  to  the  towns  to  which  they  belonged. 

Vote  directing  that  a  tax  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  be  laid 
in  1776;  and  appointing  a  committee  to  bring 
in  a  Ijill  accordingly, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the  high  prices 
of  goods,  and  report  at  the  next  sessi(m, . 

Vote  committing  the  petition  from  sundry  towns  relative 
to  high  prices,  to  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  matter,  Feb.  5tli, 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  inspect  the  press,   . 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  to  sign  and  number  bills  of 
credit, 

Vote  substituting  Mr.  Leach  for  Mr.  Ingalls  on  a  com- 
mittee,          

Vote  committing  a  message  from  the  Council,  . 

Order  appointinga  committee  to  consider  and  report  further 
powers  to  i)e  given  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  care  of  refugees'  estates  in  Boston, 


May  1,  1776. 


June  3,  1776. 
Mar.  27,  1776. 

May  2, 1776. 


Sept.  5,  1776. 

May  9,  1776. 

May  9,  1776. 

May  10,  1776. 
May  10,  1776. 

July  3,  1776. 
Sept.  10,  1776, 
Dec.  7,  1776. 

June  5,  1776. 

June  7,  1776. 

June  14,  1776. 
Oct.  13,  1775. 
June  28,  1776. 

Sept.  14.  1776. 
Sept.  4,  1776. 

Sept.  4,  1776. 

Sept.  5,  1776. 

Oct.  22,  1776. 

Oct.  25,  1776. 
Feb.  5,  1776. 


Mar.  14,  1776. 
Oct.  29,  1776. 

Oct.  29,  1776. 

Nov.  2,  1776. 
May  4, 1776. 


Apr.  3,  1776. 
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Acts  eklatinq  to  thk 

GXNKBAL  SUBJECT-MATTEK. 

SUBJECT  OP  THE  VOTE,  ETC. 

Date. 

Year. 

Chapter. 

711 

1776-77, 

38,  . 

Order  directing  tliat  a  resolve  be  bronght  in  relative  to 
the  books,  etc.,  left  by  Harrison  Gray,    . 

May  7,  1776. 

711 

1776-77, 

38,  . 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  examine  the  returns  of 
the  committees  of  correspondence,  with  respect 
to  the  estates  of  refugees, 

June  25,  1776. 

810 

1777-78, 

5,  . 

Order  directing  that  a  resolve  be  brought  in  to  oblige 
witnesses  living  in  this  state,  to  give  evidence 
in  the  neighboring  states, 

Sept.  17,  1777. 

829 

1777-78, 

13,  .        . 

Vote  referring  to  a  committee,  the  message  from  the 
Council, 

June  3,  1777. 

S30 

1777-78, 

13,  . 

Vote  making  abatements  of  the  tax  to  be  laid  on  several 
towns, 

Oct.  6,  1777. 

848 

. 1777-78, 

24,  . 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the  printing 
anddistribationof  the  militia  acts,  . 

Apr.  17,  1778. 

848 

1777-78, 

24,  .        . 

Order  directing  the  clerk  to  deliver  militia  acts  to  certain 
oiHcers, 

Apr.  18,  1778. 

848 

1777-78, 

24,  . 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  make  enquiries  respect- 
ing the  printing  of  the  laws 

June  16,  1778. 

848 

1777-78, 

24,  . 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  distribute  the  printed 
copies  of  the  militia  law, 

Jane  23,  1778. 

859 

1777-78, 

28,  .        . 

Order  referring  to  the  next  session,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee  to   consider   the  report  of   a  former 
coinmittee,  and  the  bill  reported  by  the  last 
appointed  committee, 

Mar.  11,  1778. 

990 

1777-78, 

16,  .        . 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to   bring  in  a   bill  for 
lensthening  the    time  for   administering  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  to  military  oflBcers, 

Sept.  24, 1778. 

1019 

1778-79, 

31,  .        . 

Order  postponing  the  consideration  of  a  regulating  act 
until  an  answer  to  their  letter  to  Congress,  be 
received 

June  4, 1778. 

1049 

1778-79, 

43,  . 

Vote  committing  for  consideration,  a  message  from  thei 
Council  and  the  papers  relative  thereto,  . 

Apr.  7,  1779 

1049 

1778-79, 

43,  . 

Order  recommitting  the  report  on  the  fourth  article  of 
the  message  from  the  Council,  .... 

Apr.  9, 1779. 

1309 

1779-80, 

30,  . 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  repair  to  Gloucester, 
and  directing  them  to  report  at  the  next  ses- 
sion,     

Dec.  18,  1779. 

1343 

1779-80, 

41,  .        . 

Order  appointing  a  committee  to  compare  the  amounts 
set  on  the  towns  in  the  three  last  tax  acts,  with 
their  proportions  according  to  the  last-settled 
valuation,  and  report  what  towns  were  over- 
taxed or  undertaxed, 

June  19,  1779. 

1345 

1779-80, 

41,  .        . 

Vote   directing   that   a   committee   consisting   of    one 
member  from  each  county,  be  appointed  to 
consider  the   complaints  respecting  the  last 
valuation 

Nov.  25,  1779. 

1345 

1779-80, 

41,  . 

Order  directing  Col.  Dawes  to  have  a  copy  taken  of  the 
valuation  books ;  and  forbidding  the  removal 
of  the  valuation  rolls  from  their  place  of  de- 
posit, without  leave  of  the  House, 

Vote  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  complaints  re- 
specting the  valuation, 

Nov.  26, 1779. 

Votes  and  Obdebs  op  Towns,  etc. 


145 

1770-71, 

20,  . 

Vote  of  the  north  parish  in  Haverhill,  giving  Rev.  Gyles 
Merrill  the  parsonage  land,  etc 

Oct.  15,  1770. 

146 

1770-71, 

20,  .        . 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Plaistow,  giving  Rev.  Gyles  Merrill 
the  parsonage  land,  «tc 

Nov.  1,  1770. 

183 

1771-72, 

9,  . 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Boston,  directing  the  selectmen  to 
prepare  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  for  the 
removal  of  the  powder  house,  .... 

Mar.  11,  1771. 

189 

1771-72, 

21,  .        . 

Vote  of  the  Marine  Society  at  Salem,  desiring  Jonathan 
Gardner,  jun.,  to  apply  to  the  General  Court 
for  an  act  or  charter  of  incorporation, 

May  31,  1770. 

1598 
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Acts  relating  to  the 

GENERAL  SC1iJECT-itA.TTER. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT  OF  THE  VOTE,  ETC. 


Date. 


267 


267 
352 
543 

543 

543 
691 

717 
776 
816 

832 

845 

856 

973 

973 

974 

976 
989 
990 
990 
1003 
1003 

1010 

1024 
1047 


1772-73, 


1772-73, 
1773-74, 

1775-76, 

1775-76, 

1776-76, 
1776-77, 

1776-77, 
1777-78, 
1777-78, 

1777-78, 

1777-78, . 

1777-78, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 
1778-79, 
1778-79, 
1778-79, 
1778-79, 
1778-79, 

1778-79, 

1778-79, 
1778-79, 


17, 


17, 

2, 

26, 

26, 

26, 
23, 

40, 

21, 

7, 

13, 
21, 

28, 

1, 
1, 


1, 
13, 
14, 
14, 
23, 
23, 

26, 

34, 
40, 


"Vote  of  the  middle  parish  in  Salem,  accepting  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  middle  and  village 
parishes  relative  to  l)eing  made  a  separate 
town,  and  arranging  for  town  meetings,  choice 
of  town  officers,  etc  ;  and  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  petition  the  town  of  Salem,  and  the 
General  Com't, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Salem,  relative  to  the  middle  and 
village  parishes  being  set  off,     .... 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Boston,  directing  the  clerk  to  record 
certain  papers, 

Vote  of  the  Essex  County  Convention  held  at  Ipswich, 
appointing  a  committee  to  present  and  support 
their  memorial  to  the  General  Court, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Beverly,  appointing  Benjamin  Lovett, 
jun.,  to  sign  the  memorial  of  the  county  con- 
vention,   

Vote  of  the  town  of  Danvers,  concurring  in  the  above- 
mentioned  memorial, 

Vote  of  the  proprietors  of  Pearsontown,  granting  certain 
lands  for  the  support  of  a  school  in  lieu  of  land 
first  laid  out, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  agi'eeing  to  set  off 
the  Hoplands,     ....... 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Wrentham,  setting  off  the  west  pre- 
cinct of  the  town 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Pepperrell,  accepting  the  report  of  a 
committee,  and  ordering  the  clerli  to  serve  the 
representative  of  the  town  with  a  copy  of  in- 
stmctions, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Chesterfield,  directing  tliat  a  petition 
be  presented  to  the  (ieneral  Court,    . 

Vote  of  the  second  precinct  of  Wrentham,  appointing  a 
committee  to  present  a  petition  to  the  General 
Court, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Worcester,  directing  their  repre- 
sentative to  present  to  the  General  Court  their 
answer  to  the  petition  of  Gershom  Rice  and 
others, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Wrentham,  giving  directions  to  the 
committee  to  make  answer  to  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Pettee  and  others,         .... 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Wrentham,  appointing  a  committee 
to  consider  the  petition  of  William  Ilewes  and 
others, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Wrentham,  accepting  the  report  of 
'  the  above-mentioned  committee,  and  agreeing 
to  set  off  William  Ilewes  and  others, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Wrentham,  appointing  a  committee 
to  settle  with  the  town  of  F^oxborough,    . 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Northampton,  agreeing  to  set  off  the 
\vestern  part 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Northampton,  consenting  that  cer- 
tain persons  be  annexed  to  Southampton, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  accepting  certain 
inhabitants  of  Northampton,    .... 

Vote  of  the  town  of  GatiebDrough,  that  the  name  of  the 
town  be  changed  to  Windsor 

Vote  of  the  proprietors  of  Number  Five,  agreeing  to  set 
off  the  west  part  of  the  township  to  Gage- 
borough,      

Vote  of  the  town  of  Methuen,  not  to  oppose  the  petition 
of  inhabitants  attending  worship  at  Mr  Chap- 
man's meeting-house, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Great  Barrington,  stating  objections  to 
John  Adams  and  others  being  set  off  from  them, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Chark-mont,  agreeing  to  'set  off  that 
part  called  The  Hill,  on  conditions,  . 


Sept.  9,  1751. 
Oct.  23,  1751. 

Apr.  8,  1774. 

Apr.  26,  1776. 

Apr.  30,  1776. 
May  I,  1776. 

July  15,  1776. 
Dec.  29,  1773. 
Feb.  16,  1778. 

Nov.  29,  1777. 
Jan.  9,  1778. 

Feb.  20,  1778. 

May  27,  1772. 

Mar.  17,  1766. 

Mar.  8,  1768. 

May  16,  1768. 
Sept.  21,  1778. 
Mar.  9,  1778. 
May  22,  1778. 
May  11,  1778. 
Sept.  10,  1778. 

Sept.  3,  1778. 

Feb.  12, 1778. 
Aug.  31,  1778. 
May  27,  1779. 


Votes  and  Orders. 

Votes  and  Orders — Concluded. 
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in 


1050 
1050 
1051 
1241 
1241 
1269 


1270 
1320 


1322 
1322 
1323 

1323 
1324 

1326 
1334 
1359 

1376 

1437 

1438 
1438 
1448 

1458 
1459 


Acts  relating  to  the 
general  subject-matter. 


Chapter. 


SUBJECT   OF  THE  VOTE,  ETC. 


1778-79, 

1778-79, 
1778-79, 
1779-80, 
1779-80, 
1779-80, 


1779-80, 
1779-80, 


1779-80, 
1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 
1779-80, 
1779-80, 

1779-80, 

1780, 

1780, 
1780, 
1780, 

1780, 
1780, 


44,  . 
44,  . 
44,  . 

6,  . 

6,  . 
21,  . 


21,  . 
33,  . 


33,  . 

33,  . 

34,  . 

34,  . 
34,  . 

34,  . 
38,  . 
42,  . 

48,  . 

2,  . 

3,  . 
3,  . 

11,  . 

15,  . 
15,  . 


Vote  of  the  town  of  Warwick,  relative  to  the  ministry 
land, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Warwick,  refusing  to  rescind  tlieir 
former  vote, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Warwick,  not  to  oppose  the  petition 
of  the  Congregational  society,  .        . 

Vote  of  the  proprietors  of  Number  Five,  setting  off  the 
western  part  of  the  tovvnsnip  to  Gagei)orough, 

Vote  of  the  proprietors  of  Numl)er  Five,  against  their 
incorporation  with  11  itlicid  Equivalent,   . 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Bernardston,  agreeing  to  set  off  the 
land  west  of  Green  River  to  Col;ain,  and  to 
divide  the  land  ea^t  of  Green  River  into  two 
towns  or  districts, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Coh-ain,  accepting  Bernardston  Gore, 

Vote  of  the  toun  of  Gageborough,  signifying  their  will- 
ingness to  have  New  Providence  annexed  to 
them 

Vote  of  the  plantation  of  New  Providence,  favoring  in- 
corporation witii  the  town  of  Adams, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Adams,  against  the  annexation  of 
New  Providence, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  budljiiry,  agreeing  to  a  division  of 
the  town  and  appointing  a  committee  to  agree 
upon  a  line, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Sudbury,  to  reconsider  their  vote 
for  dividing  said  town, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Sudbury,  for  dividing  the  town  by  ^ 
the  river  running  througli  the  same,  and  set-  C 
ting  ofi'the  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  S 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Sudlnuy,  instructing  their  repre- 
sentative to  oppose  the  division  of  the  town,    . 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Sutton,  agreeing  to  set  off  John 
Adams  and  otiiers  to  Northbridge,   . 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Concord,  consenting  to  a  portion  of 
the  town  being  set  otf  to  a  new  proposed  dis- 
trict,     

Vote  of  the  town  of  Northainpt(m,  that  a  petition  be  pre- 
sented to  tlie  General  Court,  in  l)chalf  of  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  the  town  wIjo  left  the  army. 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Dedliam,  acocpting  the  lands  of 
Nathaniel  Sumner,  with  the  inhabitants 
thereon, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Royalston,  consenting  to  Royalston 
Leg  being  set  off  to  Winchendon,     . 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Winchendon,  agreeing  to  receive 
Royalston  Leg, 

Vote  of  the  town  of  Stoughton,  accepting  the  report  of 
their  committee  on  the  petition  of  Stoughion- 
ham  ami  John  Tolman, 

Vote  of  the  trustees  of  Phillips  Academy,  appointing  a 
committee  to  apply  to  the  General  Court  for 
an  act  of  incorporation,  the  time  being  left  to 
their  discretion, 

Vote  of  the  trustees  of  Phillips  Academy,  adopting  a 
temporary  seal, 


Dec.  28,  1778. 
Jan.  25,  1779. 
Mar.  22,  1779. 
Sept.  3,  1778. 
Nov.  23,  1778. 


Apr,  19,  1779. 
May  19,  1779. 


Dec.  18,  1776. 
Nov.  11,  1779. 
Nov.  22,  1779. 

June  25, 1778. 


July  6,  1778. 

Feb.  1,  1779. 
Feb.  15,  1779. 

Sept.  20,  1779. 
Apr.  10,  1780. 


Mar.  10,  1780. 

May  22,  1780. 

May  30,  1780. 
May  4,  1778. 
Mar.  2,  1778. 

Mar.  1,  1779. 

Oct.  8,  1778. 
Aug.  17,  1781. 
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INDEX 


A. 


ABSENTEES.     (.See  Enemies,  Conspirator 9, 
Refugees.') 
administration,  or  administration  with  the  will 
annexed,  granted  by  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate when  executors  or  adminis- 
trators have  joined  the  enemy,      .      931 
agents,  appointment,  removal,   .        .       630,  632,  911 
duties  and  powers,        .        629,  630,  632,  633,  911 


.  630 
631,  632,  971 
631,  911 
.  631 
968-971 


971 


sale  of  real  and  personal  estate, 
allowance  to  family  and  relatives, 
commissioners  to  examine  claims, 
concealment  of  effects,  proceedings, 

confiscation  of  estates 9( 

not  to  prevent  operation  of  act    against 

treasonable  offences, 

.   Attorney  General  to  exhibit  complaints,  .      969 

service  and  proceedings,        .        .       969, 970 

debts  payable  out  of  estates,        .        .        .      970 

escheat  of  property  to  State,        .        .        .      969 

jury  to  try  issue, 970 

ieases  of  estates,  regulations,      ....      632 
wife  or  widow  remaining  in  the  United  States 
to  have  improvement  of  one-third 
of  husband's  estate,        .        ,        .      971 
ACTIONS-     {.See  Indians,  Laiosuits,  Limita- 
tions.) 
by  Judge  of  Probate,  Treasurer,  or  public 
officer  to  be  carried   on   by  suc- 
cessor  805,  806 

for  damages  for  seizure  of  vessel,  how  barred,      468 
of  debt  on  judgment  allowed,     ....      232 

of  debt  on  foreign  judgment 323 

of  debt  in  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  on 
judgment    before    Justice    of  the 

Peace, 324 

not  maintainable  for  goods  charged  at  a  higher 
pi'ice  than  fixed  by  law, 
ACTON.     {See  Carlisle.) 
ADAMS. 

town  of,  incorporated 

plantation  of  New  Providence  annexed  to, 
ADMINISTRATORS-     {See  Executors  aiid 

Administrators.) 
ADMIRALTY.     {See  Fees,  Vessels.) 

Courts  of,  erected,  where  held,  438,  439,  464,  465,  474 

jurisdiction  .ind  proceedings,  438,  439,  440,  465, 

503,  807,  931,  1174 

affidavits,  how  taken 476 

appeal  to  Congress,  ....  477,  1077 
to  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  807,  1077 
act  granting  appeals  renewed,      .        .    1398 


587 


909 
1170 


Pag« 

ADMIRALTY— CcwiJMMeti. 
captures, 

bills  of,  when  filed, 476 

distribution  and  division  of,       476,  503,  960,  1126 
information  of,  to  bo  made  to  judge,  .        .      474 
civil  law  to  be  adopted  unless  special  direc- 
tion,   

claimants  to  file  claims, 

as  captors,  to  give  bond  to  judge, 
clerks,  .appointment,    .        .    "    .        .        .       441, 463 
judges,  appointment,  .        .        .        438,  439,  454,  465 

to  adjourn  courts,  .        .        .      ■ . 

jury  to  determine  contested  facts,     . 

to  assess  damages,  if  detention  illegal, 

libel  for  seamen's  wages 

libcUants  to  give  bond  to  judge, 

for  wages  liable  to  pay  costs, 
maritime  causes  continued  by  special  order  to 

be  speedily  tried,     . 
perishable  goods,  how  disposed  of,  . 
prisoners  of  war,  iiroceedings  relative  to, 
restitution,  when  ordered,  .... 
salvage,  .        .        .        .  ^     . 

wages  of  seamen  and  mariners  of  prizes,  how 

paid,  .... 

witnesses,  regulations, 
AFFIDAVITS. 

in  Admiralty  proceedings, 
of  persons  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  State 
or  United  States,  how  taken, 
act  renewed,  .        .        .        .       •. 
AFFIRMATION.     {See  Oath,  Quaker.) 
AGAWAM.  OR  WESTFIELD  RIVER. 
act  to  prevent  destruction  of  salmon  and  other 

fish  in, 926, 927 

ALEWIVES.       {See   Fish,    Agawam    River, 

Bridge-water,     Halifax,    Ipswich 

Rincr,  Middleborough ,  Pembroke, 

Rochester,  Sa7idwich,  Wei/mouth.) 

.act  for  preventing  unnecessary  destruction  of, 

renewed 88,  461,  1123 

ALFORD. 

district  of,  incorporated,     .        .        .        •        .      236 
to  join  with  Great  Barringtou,  Sheffield 
and  Egremont  in  choice  of  repre- 
sentative,   236 

certain  persons  annexed   to,  from   Great 

Barrington 928 

ALIENS. 

French  subjects  not  to  be  reputed  as  aubains 

within  the  State,      .        .  .    1197 


807 
475 


471 
807 
806 
807,  808 


1077 
477 

1174 
806 
807 

504 

477 

476 

877 
1398 
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Index. 


Page 
ALTERATION.      (See  Forgetij,    Counterfeit- 
ing.) 
AMEBICAN     ACADEMY    OF     ARTS 
AND    SCIENCES. 

incorporated 1194 

dosigu  of  the  institution 1196 

AMMUNITION.     {See  Powder,  Arms.) 
ANDOVER. 

I'liillip^s  Academy  incorporated,        .        .        .    1419 
regulation  of  lisliing  in  Merrimack  River,        .      344 
ANTIPEDOBAPTISTS. 

exempted  from  ministerial  taxes,      .        .       Ill,  392 

what  persons  talien  to  be 112,  392 

certificate,  and  exemption  when  no  cer- 
tificate,      113, 393 

■when  exempt,  not  to  vote  on  matters  relating 

to  meeting  houses  or  ministers,    .      113 
act  of  1774,  ch.  6,  renewed,         .        .     732, 1125 
APPEAL. 

to  Congress  in  maritime  causes,         .        .     477, 1077 
to  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  in  maritime 

causes, 807, 1077 

act  of  1779-80,  ch.  10,  renewed,  .  .  .  1398 
to  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  from  Inferior 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  trials 
for  forfeiture  of  estate  of  absentee,  970 
to  Supreme  Court  of  Probate,  from  decree  of 
Judge  of  Probate  concerning  ab- 
sentee,        632 

to  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  from  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  on  action  against 
delinquent  militiaman,    .        .        .      780 
APPRENTICE. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  bind  poor  children 
not  belonging  to  town,  in  certain 

cases, 161 

in    Salem,   authority    to   bind    out   poor 

children, 325 

APPROPRIATIOIJIS.    {See  Treasurer.) 

for  armed  vessels  for  defence  of  State,    .        .      961 

board  of  war  (notes  delivered  to),  605,  774,  1192 

for  bounty  upon  wheat  and  flour,     ...       29 

for  charges  of  government,  504, 552, 639,  742, 885, 1079 

for  charges  of  war 504,  552,  639 

for  contingent  expenses,     .        .  30,  208,  300,  391 

for  debts  where  no  establishment,  29, 108, 170,  208, 
248,  300,  340,  391 
for  forts  and  garrisons,       .  29,  108,  170,  208,  300,  391 
for  grants  and  bounties,     29,  108,  170,  208,  248,  300, 

340,  391 
for  lighthouses  on  Thatcher's  Island,  .  .  170 
for  lottery  (notes  to  be  delivered  to  managers) ,  930, 

960, 1194 
for  pay  of  members  of  house  of  representa- 
tives and  council,    29,  108,  170,  208,  248, 
300,  391 
for  pay  of  officers  of  Continental  Army  (notes 

to  be  delivered) ,      .        .        .     965, 1134 
for  pay  of  soldiers  of  Continental  Army  (notes 

to  be  delivered) 1134 

for  purchasing  provisions,  commissaries'  dis- 
bursements, &c.,     29, 108,  170,  208,  248, 
300,391 
for  redemption  of  government  securities,    30, 108, 
300,  340,  392,  885,  1168 
for  repairs  of  buildings  and  fortifications,    29,  108, 
170,  208,  248,  300,  340,  391 


Pago 

APPROPRI ATIONS  -  Continued. 

for  wood  at  Castle  William 29 

for  writing,  printing  and  paper,  29, 103,  170,  208,  248, 

300,  340,  391 
AIiMBD   vessels.     {See  Enemy,  Letters 
of  Marque,  Vessel.) 
act  for  encouraging  fixing  out  of  armed  vessels 

to  defend  the  seacoast,    .        .        .      436 

first  act  repealed, 463 

second  act, 462 

second  act  repealed, 471 

proceedings    under    second    act   con- 
firmed,       474 

act  in  addition  to  first  act,   .         ,        .        .      503 
to  be  fitted  out  by  Board  of  War,      .        .        .      960 
appropriation  for  the  same,  .        .        .      961 

agents  accountable  for  shares,  &c.,  delivered 

to  deserters 1199 

commanders  to  file  in  naval  office  descriptive 

list  of  men 1199 

duties  relative  to  prisoners  of  war,     ,   1174,  1175 
penalty  for  hiring  or  enlisting  soldiers,     .        .    1075 
penalty  for  shipping  or  conveying  away  de- 
serters  1199 

prizes  captured  by  two  or  more  vessels,  how 

divided 1126 

ARMS. 

persons  receiving  or  purchasing  from  soldiers, 

how  punished,  .        .        .     627,  1075 

to  be  impressed  by  selectmen,    ....      597 
and  ammunition,  regulations  for  Carlisle,        .    1190 
ARMY,    AMERICAN.     {See  Armrj,   Conti- 

mntul.') 
ARMY,  CONTINENTAL.     {See  Taxes,  Se- 
lectmen, Committee.) 
Act  for  providing  for  reinforcement  for,  .        .      595 
adjutant,  appointment,  ....      599 

chaplain,  appointment,         ....      599 

equipment, 596 

establishment  for  officers  and  men,    .        .      597 
exemptions  from  service,      ....      M5 

fines,  how  paid, 598,  599 

militia,  one  fourth  part  to  be  raised,  .        .      596 
to  be  appointed  by  enlistment,  lot  or 

draft 596 

officer  refusing  to  perform  his  duties,  pen- 
alty,   598 

quartermaster,  appointment,       .        .        .      599 

quota,  how  made  up, 599 

refusal  to  mareh,  penally,    ....      598 
surgeon,  appointment,  ....      699 

arms,  having  in  possession  belonging  to  the 

State  or  United  States,  penalty,     .    1075 
receiving  or  purchasing  of  soldier,  how 

punished, 627 

arrest  of  soldiers  for  small  debts  forbidden,     .      614 
discharge  of  soldier  arrested  contrary  to 

act 614 

desertion,  act  to  prevent 626 

commanding  officer  to  send  descriptive  list 

of  deserters  to  Secretary's  office,  .    1199 
payment  of  officers  in  notes  to  be  delivered  by 

Treasurer  of  the  State,   .        .       964,  965 
of  balance  due  to  officers  and  soldiers,  or 

their  estates,  in  notes,       1133,  1134,  11.17 

interest,  how  paid, 1135 

refusal  to  sell  necessaries  to,  proceedings,       586,  643 
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ARRAIGNMENT. 

of  person  indicted  for  treasonable  offences,      .      617 
prisoner  standing  mute,  proceedings,  617,  618 

ARREST.     (See  Enemies.) 

of  deserters  from  Continental  Army,      626,  627,  1200 
of    soldiers  of    Continental   Army  for  small 

debts  forbidden 

without  warrant,   of  persons  guilty  of  fore- 
stalling, seen  selling  provisions,     . 
ARTILLERY. 

commissary  general  directed  to  purchase  field- 
pieces,       

ASHBURNHAM. 

assessors  enabled  to  collect  certain  taxes, 
ASHBY. 

tax  granted  on  non  resident  proprietors'  lands 
for  ministerial  purposes, 
sale  of  lauds,  redemption,    .... 

act  explanatory, 301 

ASHPIELD. 

charges  of  committee  of  assessment,  how  paid, 

inhabitants  exempted  from  province  and  county 

tax  for  three  years,  (March  0, 1773.) 

proprietors  and  owners  of  land  empowered  to 

call  a  meeting,  .... 

choice  of  officers, 334 

provisions  for  assessing  and  collecting  monies 
on  the   lands   of    proprietors   for 
certain  ministerial  charges,    .       223,  229 
provisions  in  act  of  1765-06,   chap.  13,   §  3, 

repealed, 230 

tax  levied  to  pay  expenses  of  certain  persons 
in  securing  passage  of  legislation 
to  relieve  the  town,         .        .        .      331 
ASSEMBLIES,  UNLAWFUL.  {See  Riots.) 
ASSESSMENT.     {See  Taxes,  Valuation.) 
ASSESSORS.     {See  Oath,  Taxes,  Valuation.) 


219 
220 


230 


333 
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ASSIGNEE.     {See  Bankruptctj.) 

ASSIZE,  COURT  OF.     {See  Superior  (hurt 

of  Judicature.) 
ASSIZE   OP   CASKS.    {See  Casks.) 
ATTACHMENTS. 

to  hold  good  when  execution  delayed  on  judg- 
ment made  up  on  scale  of  depre- 
ciation,       1416 

ATTAINDER. 

by  process  of  outlawry,  for  treasonabie  of- 
fences,       616 

under  act  against  treason,  not  to  make  corrup- 
tion of  blood, 619 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL.     {See  Fees.) 

to  act  against  persons  confined  on  suspicion  of 

treasonable  offences,       .        .        .      833 
to  exhibit  complaiuts  against  absentees,   .        .      903 
AUCTION. 

auctioneers  to  be  licensed  by  selectmen,  .        .      243 

regulations 249 

act  renewed, 462 

act  in  addition, 300 

not  to  sell  goods  at  higher  price  than  fixed 

by  law, 587 

continental  agents  not  permitted  to  sell  at  auc- 
tion other  property  than  vessels 
with  their  appurtenances,  .  .  963 
sale  of  goods  at  auction  forbidden,  except  by 
sheriffs  and  constables,  and  by  ex- 
ecutors and  administrators  to  pay 

debts 730 

act  continued 733,  777 

proviso, .        .777 

sale  of  personal  property  at  auction  prohibited 

except  in  certain  cases,  .        .        .      922 
act  continued 1131 


B, 


BAIL. 

not  to  be  received  for  persons  imprisoned  dan- 
gerous to  the  State,  .        .        .      641 
BAKERS. 

regulations  as  to  hoarding  flour,        .        .        .      925 
BANKRUPTCY. 

commissioners   empowered  to  complete  pro- 
ceedings in  cases  begun  under  act 

disallowed,      ' 114 

BAPTISTS.    {See  Antipedobaptists.) 

regulations  as  to  ministerial    taxes  in  Ash- 
field 230 

BARK. 

measurers  of,  appointment,        ....    1119 

regulations  for  sale  of 1118,1119 

BARNSTABLE. 

act  to  prevent  iujury  by  cattle,  &c.,  at  Sandy- 
neck  meadow  in,  renewed,    86,  408,  1121 
act  to  prevent  injury  by  cattle,  &c.,  on  meadows 

and  beaches  in,  renewed,       86,  459, 1122 
act  regulating  hunting  in,  renewed,  .        88,  4R1, 1123 
BARRE. 

town  of  Hutchinson  so  named,  ....      593 


BASS. 

act  to  prevent  taking  bass  in  winter  in  Parker 

river,  Newbury,      ....      134 

said  act  renewed, 461, 1124 

BEACHES.     {See  Barnstable,  Chilmark,  East- 
ham,  Plymouth,  Truro,  Wellfleet, 
Wells,  Yarmouth.) 
BEEP.     {See  Caiks.) 
BEGGARS.     (See  Vctgabonds.) 
BELCHERSTOWN. 

certain  lands  in ,  annexed  to  town  of  Greenwich,     155 
BELFAST. 

incorporated  as  a  town 293 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY.  {See  General  Sea- 
siojis,  Inferior  Court,  Superior 
Court  ) 
no  action  for  damage  for  certain  offences  to  be 
instituted  except  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Court, 932 

trials  to  be  held  in,  for  certain  treasonable  of- 
fences,        883 

BERNARDSTON. 

partof  the  town  setoff  and  annexed  toColrain,    1128 
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BIDDEPORD. 

act  to  prevent  damage   on    Winter  Harbour 

beach,  renewed,       .        .       87, 458,  1121 
BILLERICA.     {Se.e  Carlisle.) 
BILLINGSGATE     BAY.      {See    Eastham, 

OifiiU-r.%  Wellflret.) 
BILLS  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT.    {See  Coun- 
tei\feUing,  Oath,  Treasurer.) 
acts  for  making  and  emitting,   41G,  442,  547,  559,  589, 
606,  610,  906,  1180 
committee,  duties,  417, 443,  548,  560,  590,  607,  611, 

907,  llSl 
tax  granted  to  discharge,    418,  444,  548,  549,  561, 
590,  607,  611,  907,  1181 
tender,  bills  to  be  a,     417,  443,  549,  561,  591,  008, 
611,  907,  1182 
calling  in,  general  provisions,    .       734-736,  906,  1178 
claim  to  cease  upon  neglect,        .        .       736,  908 
ttme  for  calling  in  prolonged,      .        759,  796,  879 
commissioners  appointed  to  complete  in  ac- 
cordance with  act  of  Congress,      .    1397 
counterfeit,  penalty  for  offering  to  treasurer,  736,  908 
depreciation,  scale  of,  established,    .    1413-1415 
accounts  and  book  debts,  how  settled,       .     1416 
attachment  to  hold  good  on  execution  de- 
layed  1416 

creditors  in  other  states,  regulations,         .    1415 
execution  on  judgment  agreeable  to  scale, 

when  issued, 1416 

executors,  administrators,  &c.,  receiving 
or  paying  bills  of  credit,  regula- 
tions,   1414 

judgment   how    rendered,    when    tender 

made  in  bills  of  credit,  .        .     1415 

payments  toward    the  discharge  of   any 

debt,  how  reckoned,       .        .        .    1415 
foreign. 

of  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode 

Isl.and,  currency  prohibited,  .        .        34 
of   New  York,    New  Jersey,  and  Nova 

Scotia,  currency  prohibited,  .        .      214 
new  issue,  to  be  emitted  on  funds  and  on 

the  credit  of  the  United  States,      .     1180 

dispositioa  of  bills, IISO 

interest,  how  paid, 1180 

receivable  for  all  payments  except  tax  for 

redemption 1182 

redeemable  in  specie 1180 

tax  granted  for  redemption,        .        .        .    1180 

tender,  how  pleaded 1182 

passing  for  less  sum  than  real  value,  penalty,  473,  500 
§  4  of  1775-70,  chap.  IS,  repealed,        .        .     1413 
redemption,  previous  acts  for,  repealed  (Oct. 

13,1778), 90S 

refusal  to  take  bills  of  credit  of  the  State  or 

United  States,  penalty,  .        .        .     1074 
selling  goods  for  loss  sum  for  gold  than  for 

paper  currency,  penalty,        .        .      473 
above  provision  repealed,    ....    1413 
tax,  no  bills  of  credit  to  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  tax,  except  those  of  the 
United  Colonies   or  States  estab- 
lished by  the  American  Congress 
and  bills  of  the  State,  548, 561, 591, 008,  639 
tender,  bills  of  United  Colonies  and  this  gov- 
ernment a  tender  in  all  cases,       473,  549 
5  6  of  1775-76,  chap.  18,  repealed,       .        .    1413 
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no  other  than  those  of  the  United  States 

and  this  government  to  be  a  tender 

after  July  1,  1777 640 

tenor  of  denominations  changed,       .        .        .      921 
towns  authorized  to  raise  money  for  sinking 

bills  of  credit  of  State,    .        .        .760 
BINDING  OUT.     {See  Apprentice.) 
BIRDS.     {See  Wildfowl.) 
BIRTHS.     {See  Fees.) 

BLACK-MAIL.     {See  Threatening  Letters.) 
BOARD   OF  WAR.     {See  Treasurer.) 

authorized  to  sue  and  be  sued,  ....    1074 
manner  of  service  upon,       ....    1075 
to  arrange  for  payment  of  money  borrowed  in 

Europe 1163 

to  fit  out  armed  vessels 960 

to  transport  enemies  of  the  United  States,       649,  650 
BOATMAN. 

to  take  oath  that  goods  are  not  for  exportation,    1117 
BOLTON. 

part  of,  set  off  into  a  separate  parish,  called 

the  South  Parish,     ....      803 
regulations  for  ministerial  taxes,        .        .        .      804 
BONDS. 

actions  on,  by  Judge  of  Probate,  Treasurer,  or 
public  officer,  to  be  prosecuted  by 
successor,  ....       805, 806 

BONFIRES. 

act  to  prevent,  in  streets  and  lanes,  renewed,    87, 

459, 1122 
BOSTON-     {See  Boston  Pier,  Contagious  Dis- 
eases.) 
auctioneers,  regulations  as  to,    .        .        .        .      300 
fires,  acts  to  prevent  damage  by,  renewed,  87,  88,  458, 

460, 1121, 1123 
gnns,  act  to  prevent  firing  of,  renewed,     39,  258,  903 
lamps,  regulations  as  to  street,  .        .        .       301-303 
inhabitants  empowered  to  raise  money 

by  a  tax  for  their  support,     .        .      303 
land  on  Governor's  Alley  granted  for  widening 

said  alley 226 

overseers  of  the  poor  incorporated,  .        .        .      177 
porters,act  for  better  regulating,  renewed,  86,  457,1120 

powderhouse  to  be  built, 167 

street  to    be    laid    out,   provisions    (Paddy's 

Alley), 225 

charges,  how  recovered 226 

former  proceedings  set  aside,      .        .        .      225 
value  of  land,  how  ascertained,  .        .      225 

act  in  addition  and  explanation,  .        .        .      291 
taxes,  act  enabling  collectors  to  sue  for  rates 

and  taxes  in  certain  cases,  renewed,     88, 
460,  1123 
watch,  act  establishing,  renewed,      88,  175,  400,  1123 
BOSTON  PIER. 

proprietors  of,  incorporated,      ....      201 
lottery  established  for  repairing,       .        .        .    1071 
BOUNDARY. 

between  Plymouth  and  Bristol  Counties  and 

Suffolk  County,  established,  .      224 

commissioners  appointed  to  determine  line 
between  Massachusetts  and  New 

York, 17« 

BOUND  BROOK.     {See-Truro.) 
BOUND-BROOK    ISLAND.      {See    Well. 
fleet.) 
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BOUNTIES. 

to  encourage  enlistment  in  the  army,  author- 
ized,   636 

BOWDOINHAM. 

certain  lands  of  Gardinerston  annexed  to,       .      924 
BRAINTREE. 

act  in  relation  to  fishing  in  Monatiquot  River, 

renewed,  ....       87,  458,  1132 
act  in  addition  to  said  act,    ....        42 

last  act  renewed 89,  461,  1132 

BRANT  POINT.     {See  Nantucket.) 
BRIBERY. 

of  soldiers  on  training  or  muster  days,  for- 
bidden  401,  49S 

BRIDGE. 

North  bridge  in  Concord,  Carlisle  to  pay  one- 
sixth  of  charges,     ....    1190 
over  Chicopee  River,  provisions  as  to  build- 
ing,    336, 339 

over  Ware  River,  to  be  built  by  Hampshire 

County, 134 

over  York  River,  regulations  as  to  toll  and 

drawbridge 131,  132 


Page 
BRIDGES,  PRIVATE. 

act  to  regulate  the  oxpcnso  of,  renewed,  .        .        86 
BRIDGEWATER. 

alewive  fishery  in,  acts  regulating,    .        .         83,  341 

acts  renewed 259,  732 

certain  inhabitants  of  south  precinct  in 
Sloughton  annexed  to  north  pre- 
cinct iti i;6 

BRISTOL  COUNTY.    {SeeGeneral Sessions, 
Inf-'Hor  Court,  Superior  Court.) 
boundary    between    Plymouth     and     Bristol 
Counties  and  Suffolk  County,  es- 
tablished,   224 

BROADBAY. 

plantation,  incorporated  into  town  by  name  of 

Waldoborough,        ....      293 
BUCKLAND. 

town  of,  incorporated, 9^7 

BURGLARY, 

act  for  preventing  and  punishing,      ...       43 
act  of  1715-16,  chap.  1,  repealed,       ...       43 
BUXTON. 

town  of,  incorporated, 2O6 
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CAMBRIDGE. 

southerly  part  of  first  precinct  set  off  into  a 

separate  precinct 971 

CANNON.    {See  Artillery.) 

CAPE    COD    HARBOR.      {See    Province- 

town.) 
CARLISLE. 

district  of,  erected, 1189 

to  join  with  Acton  in  choice  of  representa- 
tives  1189 

certain  persons  allowed  option  of   belonging 

to  said  district,         ....    1190 
Josiah  Blood  and  his  land  set  off  from,  and 

annexed  to  town  of  Concord,        .    1411 
CASKS.     {See  Impost.) 

assize,  act  for  regulating,  renewed,  .     174,  457,  1120 
act  in  addition  to  act  for  regulating,  re- 
newed,      ....        39,258,903 
gauge  of,  act  to  prevent  deceit  in,  renewed,    .      87, 

458,  1121 
CASTLE  WILLIAM.     {See  Appropriations, 

Fees.) 
CATTLE.  {See  Biddeford,  Chabequidick, 
Chilmark,  Eastliam,  Fences,  liar- 
wich,  Plymouth,  Plumb  Island, 
Pounds,  Tisbury,  Truro,  Well- 
fleet.  Wells,  Yarmouth.) 
CENSUS. 

of  Colony  to  be  taken 4GS 

committees  appointed,  ....      469 

CHABEQUIDICK  ISLAND. 

act  to  prevent  injury  by  cattle,  &c.,  and  to 
prevent     trespasses     on    Indian 

lands, 342 

said  .let  renewed, 732, 1125 

CHALLENGE.    {See  Jurors.) 
CHARCOAL. 

regulations  as  to  baskets 205 


CHARLEMONT. 

part  of,  with  plantation  of  No  Town,  Incor- 

porated  as  town  of  Buckland,       .      957 
CHARLES  RIVER. 

taking  of  oysters  at  certain  times  forbidden,  .      216 
said  act  renewed,  .        .        .        .        .     461   1124 
CHARLESTOWN.     {See  Castle  William.) 

act  to  prevent  damage  by  fire  in,  renewed,      .      87, 

458,  1121 
lottery  established  for  repairing  streets,  .        .    1071 
CHELMSFORD.     {See  Carlisle.) 
CHILDREN.     {See   Apprentice,   Overseers  of 

the  Poor.) 
CHILMARK.      • 

act  to  prevent  damage  to  meadows  and  beaches 

on  south  side,  renewed,         83,  461, 1124 
act  to  prevent  destruction  of  salt   meadows, 

renewed 89,  461,  1124 

CHURCH  OP  ENGLAND. 

members  in  Great  Barrington  impowered  to 
raise  and  collect  monies  to  sup- 
port minister, 253 

exempt  from  parish  taxes,  ....      233 

how  ascertained, 253 

ministers  authorized  to  solemnize  marriages  in 

certain  cases 231 

CIVIL  LAW. 

adopted  in  Admiralty  Courts 807 

CLAPBOARDS,  SHINGLES,  STAVES 
AND  HOOPS. 
act  for  regulating  assize  of,  renewed,        40,  259,  904 
CLERKS  OP   COURTS.    {See  Fees.) 

to  be  chosen  for  Middlesex  County,  .        .        .      455 
COHASSET. 

incorporated  into  a  district 49 

to  join  with  Ilingham  in  choice  of  repre- 
sentatives,       .        •        •        .        .       49 
COIN.     {See  Specie.) 
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COLLECTORS  OP  TAXES-     {See   Boa- 
ton,  Plantations,  Taxes,  Toicns.) 
execution  against,  regulations,  ....      197 
special,  for  taxes  for  carrying  on  war;  ap- 
pointment and  duties,     .        .       774,  776 
warrant  against  delinquent,        .        .        .      232, 233 
COLRAIN. 

part  of  town  of  Bcrnardston  annexed  to,         .    1120 
COMMISSARIES. 

to  settle  boundaries  between    MassachuBetts 

and  New  York, 176 

COMMISSARY  GENERAL. 

to  purchase  twelve  brass  field-pieces,        .        .      291 
of  prisoners  of   the  United  States,  to  have 

charge  of  prisoners  of  war,  .        .     111'-j 
duties  relative  thereto,  ....     1174 

COMMISSIONERS  OP    IMPOST.     (See 

Impost.) 
COMMISSIONERS  OP  SEWERS-     (Sr^e 

Sewers.) 
COMMISSIONERS     TO     COMPLETE 
BILLS    OF    CREDIT. 

appointment  and  duties, 1397 

COMMISSIONS. 

style  of,  established, 484 

issued    since    Sept.    19,    1775,    to    be    in 
force  how  long,  and  how  raay  be 

altered,  485 

style  to  be  altered  by  council 550 

not  altered  to  be  void, 550 

COMMITTEES     OP      CORRESPOND- 
ENCE, INSPECTION,  OR 
SAFETY.     (See  Selectmen.) 
to  be  chosen  in  towns  and  places,      .        .        .      483 
absentees,  powers  in  relation  to  estates  of,       .      632 
actions  not  to  be  brought  against  for  certain 
offences    in    Berkshire    County, 
without     leave    of    the    General 

Oourt, 932 

actions  against,  for  destroying  property,  etc., 

not  to  be  sustained,  .        .        .    1169 

articles  reserved  for  the  army,  schedules  to 

be  returned ;  manifest  by  owner,  645 
declaration  of  allegiance,  duties,  .  .  479-484 
deserters,  duties  relative  to,  ....  1198 
enlistment  of  soldiers,  duties  relative  to,  .      597 

exportation   of    eertain   articles,    powers    to 

prevent,    .        .        .  559, 1114,  1115,  1117 
monopoly,  powers  in  executiou  of  law  against,      644 
grant  of  extr,aordinary  powers  not  to  be  a 

precedent, 641 

prices  to  be  afliscd  to  goods,      .        .        .       586,  642 
COMMITTEES  OP  INSPECTION.    (Sec 
Committees  of  Correspondence.) 
COMMON     LANDS.       (Sec      Coparceners, 
Fences,    General   Fields,  Lands, 
Partition .) 
COMMON  PLEAS.     (See  Inferior  Court  of 

CoTnmon  Pleas.) 
COMMON  ROADS.     (Seellighicays,  Ways.) 

act  relating  to,  renewed,      ....      903 
COMMON   SEWERS.     (See  ,'^ewers.) 
CONCEALMENT  OP  TREASON.    (See 

uVlsprisioyi  of  Treason.) 
CONCORD.     (See  Carlisle.) 

Josiah  Blood  and  his  land  set  off  from  Car- 
lisle to 1411 
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CONFISCATION. 

of  estates  of  certain  persons  conspiring  agaiUBt 

the  government, 
of  estates  of  absentees, 
CONGRESS,   CONTINENTAL, 
appeal  to,  in  certain  maritime  causes, 
act  of  1779-SO,  chap.  10,  renewed, 
CONGRESSES,  PROVINCIAL 
doings  of,  confirmed  and  establislied, 
records  of,  how  given  in  evidence,    . 
to  be  lodged  in  secretary's  office, 
CONNECTICUT.       (See    Bills    of    Public 

Credit.) 
CONSPIRATORS-     (See  Absentees,  Enemies, 
Refugees.) 
certain,    against   the    government  to   forfeit 

their  estates, 

allowance  from  estates  for  benefit  of  rela- 
tions  

wives  or  widows  remaining  in  the  State 
to  have  improvemerit  of  one  third 
of  husbands'  estates, 
CONSTABLES       (See   Auction,    Collectors, 
Fees,  Taxes.) 
appointed  to  attend  courts, 
collection  of  taxes,  powers, 
executions  against  delinquent  constable 

regulated , 
sale  of  goods  taken  on  execution, 
service  of  warrant  or  writ, 
warrant  against  delinquent, 
CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES. 
act  relating  to,  renewed,     . 
Small-Pox- 

act  to  prevent  spread  of,  renewed,     .       394,  904 
inoculating  hospitals  authorized  to  be  es 
tablished, 
regulations  for  inoculation,  . 
act  repealed  (lost  or  mislaid), 

new  act, 

regulations  for  inoculation, 
inoculation  in  Boston,  regul.ationa. 
guards  to  protect  against  infected 

sons  entering  Boston, 
selectmen  to  remove  patients, 
COPARCENERS,  joint    tenants 
tenants  in  Common. 
act  to  prevent  waste  by,  renewed,    .       85,  457, 1120 
CORDWOOD.     (See  Firewood.) 

regulations    for    carting,    measurement   and 

sale 203,  204 

disputes  between   buyer  and  seller,  how 

settled, 204 

CORN.  (See  Grain.) 
CORONERS.  (See  Fees.) 

authorized    to   sell    goods   taken    on    execu- 
tion,   

CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT. 

regulations  concerning, 

CORRUPTION.  (See  Bribery.) 
CORRUPTION  OF  BLOOD. 

not  made  by  attainders  for  treasonable  offences, 
COSTS-     (See  Actions,  Fees.) 

act  to  prevent  unnecessary  cost  in  courts,  re- 
newed,   .        .        .     •  .        .        .       «5, 458,  1121 
in  criminal  prosecutions,  how  paid,  .       247,  494,  770 
limited  in  certain  actioos, 110 


.  197 
.  207 
.  491 
232,  233 

85,  458, 1121 


per- 


and 


552 
553 
555 
554 
555 
555,  557 


557 
556 
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Page 
COITNOIIj.      (See    Appropriations,    General 
Court.) 
directed  to  request  the  commander  in  chief 

to  pardon  deserters  returning,      .    1200 
empowered  to  call  out  battalions,  in  emer- 
gency  600 

prisoners  of  war,  powers, 625 

privateers  to  be  commissioned,  .        .        .       437,  463 
warrant  to  be  issued  for  apprehension  of  per- 
sons dangerous  to  the  State,  .        .      641 
warrants  to  be  issued  in  favor  of  officers  and 
soldiers  or  their  estates,  and  how 

paid 1134,  1135 

COUNTERFEITING.    (See  Forgery.) 

act  against,  renewed 87,  458, 1121 

estates  of   persons  convicted  of,  not  to    be 

fraudulently  conveyed,  .        .        .      647 
liable  to  refund  reward  granted  for  detec- 
tion,   647 

Bills  of  Public  Credit. 

aci  to  prevent 472 

act  in  addition  to  said  act,     .        .        .      639 
penalty  for   counterfeiting  or   utter- 
ing,         472,639 

for  altering,      ....      473, 640 

for  passing,  changed  to  fine,  .        .919 

changed  on  petition  of  convict, .      919 


Pago 
COUNTEBPEITING-Cb«i!mMe<f. 

lottery  tickets,  penalty  for  counterfeiting  or 

altering,    .        .      C28,  029,  880,  1072,  1394 
COUNTY  REGISTER.    (,?«-  Lincoln  County.) 

regulations  as  to  return  of  votes  for,        .        .      181 
COUNTY     TREASURER       {See    Lincoln 
Cuuntif.) 
regulations  as  to  return  of  votes  for,         .        .      180 

how  chosen  in  certain  cases 882 

COURTS.       {See  Admiralty,  Inferior   Court, 
Judicial     Proceedings,      Probate 
Court,    Sesniun.i    of    the     Peace, 
'  Superior  Court.) 

to   retain   jurisdiction    of   offences    notwith- 
standing   augmentation    of    fines 
and  forfeitures,        .  910,  1068,  1129,  1176 
COXHALL. 

plantation  of,  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the 

same  name 777 

additional   act    relative    to    incorporation 

and  boundaries,       ....    1177 
resolves  relative  to,  repealed,      .        .        .    1178 
CREDITORS.      {See    Actions,    Bankruptcy, 

Debtors,  Prisoner/I.) 
CRIER  OP  COURTS.     (.See  Fees.) 
CUMINGTON. 

town  of,  incorporated 1072 


D. 


DAMAGES. 

for  taking  land  for  street   in    Boston,  how 

ascertained 225 

DANVERS. 

privileges,  bequests,  &c.,  how  shared  by  north 

and  BOatb  parishes,         .        .        .      214 
town  meetings,  how  regulated,  ....      213 

act  renewed 461, 1124 

Danvers  Neck. 

duties  and  privileges  of  inhabitants,  .       221-223 
DARTMOUTH. 

inhabitants  empowered  to  regulate  taking  of 

fish  by  seining,        ....      130 

penalty  on  violation  of  regulation,     .        .      130 

said  act  renewed, .        .        .        .        .      345, 904 

oysters,  act  to  preserve  in,  renewed,       88,  460, 1123 

DATES  OP  COMMISSIONS,  WRITS,  &c. 

to  be  in  year  of  Christian  era,   ....      484 
DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

guardians  for,  how  appointed,  .        .        .        .595 
DEATH  WARRANT. 

proceedings  for, 619 

DEATHS.     (See  Fees.) 
DEBTORS.     (See  Bankruptcy,  Pi-isonera.) 
concealed  and  absconding. 

commissioners  and  assignees  empowered 
to   complete   proceedings    begun 
under  act  disallowed,      .        .        .114 
concealed  and  absconding,  act  relating  to, 

renewed, 221 

trustees  of  estates  of,  empowered  to  com- 
plete the  business  assigned  them 
by  previouB  acts,     ....        36 


DECLARATION  OP  INDEPENDENCE 

preaching  or  praying  against,  or  discourag- 
ing from  supporting,  how  pun- 
ished,         

DEDHAM. 

certain  persons   with   their  lands  set  off  to, 
from  town  of  Stoughton, 
DEEDS.     (See  County  Register,  Fees.) 
DEER.     (See  Hunting,  Moose.) 

act  for  preservation  of,  on  Tarpolin  Cove  Is- 
land,   and    Nennemesset    Island, 
renewed,.        .        .      86,461,1124, 
act  in  addition  to  said  act,    .... 
fines  and  forfeitures  increased  twenty- 
fold,  

possession  of  flesh  or  skins  to  be  evi- 
dence of  breach  of  law, 
DESERTION. 

acts  to  prevent  desertion  from  the  Continen- 
tal Army,         ....     626, 
last  act  to  be  printed  in  hand  bills,     . 
act  to  prevent  deserters  entering  upon  armed 

ships, 

act  relating  to  desertion  from  fleets  .ind  armies 

of  allied  forces,  ....  1393 
concealment  of  deserters,  penalty,  627, 1075,  12(11,1398 
constables  and  sheriffs,  duties,  ....  626 
employment  of  deserters,  penalty,  .  .  .  1201 
certificate  required  in  evidence, .  .  .  120I 
enlistment  on  armed  vessel,  penalty,        .  1075,1199 

jailers,  duties, \i^% 

justices  of  peace,  duties,     .        .        .      026,  627,  1076 
officers  of  army  and  militia,  duties, .    627, 1076, 1198 
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1127 
1127 


1198 
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DESERTION  —  Continued. 

returning  deserters,  pardon  and  privileges,      .     1200 
search  warrant  for  deserter,       ....    1076 
DEVISE.     {See  Partition.) 
DIMINISHING  MONEY. 

act  against,  renewed,  ....        87,  458,  1121 
DISARMAMENT. 

of  persons  refusing  test  of  allegiance  to  United 

Colonies, 479.  480 

regulations   as    to    persons    previously    dis- 
armed,     ......      4S4 

DISORDERLY  PERSONS. 

acts  relating  to,  renewed,    .        .        .39,  87,  258,  903 

additional  act  relating  to 46 

DISTILLER. 

not  compelled  to  sell  rum  by  the  barrel,  un- 
less,   644 

DISTILLING. 

from  cider  and  grain  prohibited,       .        .        .      731 
DISTRACTED  PERSONS.     {See  Idiots.) 
DISTRIBUTION. 

act  for  more  easy  division  and  distribution  of 

intestate  estates,  renewed,     87,  460,  1123 
DISTRICTS, 
established. 

Alford, 236 

CarUsle 1189 

Cohasset, 49 

Mansfield. 48 


Pag« 

DISTRICTS  —Oontinwed. 

Northbridge 199 

Norwich 297 

Bouthwick 75 

West  Stockbridge 326 

Williamsburgh, 125 

all  districts  made  towns 420 

DIVISION    OP    ESTATES.     {See   Distri- 
bution.) 
DOGS.    -{See  Hunting.) 

act  to  prevent  mischief  by  unruly   dogs,  re- 
newed,     ....        85,  458,  1121 
in  island  of  Nantucket,  act  renewed,  174, 458, 1121 
DORCHESTER. 

lands  formerly  belonging  to,  incorporated  into 

town  of  Foxborongh,     .        .        .      875 
DOWER. 

right  similar  to,  in  lands  of  absentee  or  con- 
spirator,    967, 971 

DRAINS    AND    COMMON    SEWERS. 

{See  Sewers.) 
DRAWBACK.     {See  Impost.) 
DROVERS. 

to  have  certificate  from  selectmen,  &c.,    .        .    1114 
to  take  oath  that  goods  are  not  for  exportation,    1117 
DUNSTABLE. 

Samuel  Taylor  set  off  from  first  parish  to 

second  parish,         ....      759 
DUTIES.    {See  Impost.) 


E. 


EAST  HOOSUCK. 

plantation,  incorporated  into  town  of  Adams,      909 
EAST  SUDBURY. 

town  of,  incorporated, 1170 

EASTERN  HARBOR  MEADOWS.  {See 

Truro.) 
EASTHAM. 

acts  to  prevent  damage  hy  cattle,  &c.,  to  beach 

at  Billingsgate  Bay,  renewed,  174, 175 
458,  459,  1120,  1122 
act  to  prevent  damage  by  cattle,  &c.,  to  Nosset 

beach  and  meadow,  renewed,    .     174, 
458,  1121 
certain  lands  in  Harwich  annexed  to,       .        .      203 
EDGCOMB. 

town  of,  incorporated 329 

ENEMIES-     {See  Absentees,  Conspirators.) 
act  for  taking  up    and    restraining    persons 

dangerous  to  the  State,  .        .        .      641 
said  act  renewed,  ....    884,  1072,  1397 
executors  and  administrators  joining,  new  ad- 
ministration to  issue,      .        .        .      932 
internal,  of  the  United  States,  proceedings  for 

ascertaining  and  trying,         .       C43-050 

to  be  transported, 6.')0 

certain  persons  named,  having  joined  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States, 
forbidden     to      return     to     the 

State 912 

to    be    committed    and    transported    if 

found 917 

penalty  for  importing  or  concealing, .        .      917 


ENEMIES  —  Co?i<jre?<e<Z. 

penalty  of  death  for  return  after  trans- 
portation  917 

copies  of  act  to  be  published,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  several    legislative 
assemblies,  and  also  to  France,     .      917 
other  legislative   assemblies  requested  to 

furnish  lists  of  emigrants,     .        .      917 
ENEMY. 

aiding  the  enemy,  penalty,  .        .        .       481, 482 

furnishing  supijlies  to 481-483 

vessel  taken  Vo  the  employ  of,  to  be  decreed 

forfeited 437,  463 

ESTATES  DEVISED.     {See  Partition.) 
ESTATES  OF  PERSONS  DECEASED- 
{See  Executor,  Partition.) 
sale  of  real  estate  to  pay  debts,  ...        47 

EVIDENCE. 

affidavits  of  persons  in  the  army  taken  out  of 

court, 877 

said  act  renewed, 1398 

attested  copy  of  judgment  sufficient  evidence 

of  such  judgment,  .        .        .       323,  324 
deer,  act  relating  to,  evidence  of  breach,  .    1127 

deserters,  certificate  required  in  evidence  by 

persons  charged  with  employing,     1201 
oath  of  prosecutor  to  be  sufficient  in  certain 

cases, 646 

treasonable    offences,     evidence    required    in 

trials, 618 

EXECUTION. 

proceedings  for  eseculiou  of  death  penalty,  619,  620 
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Page 
EXECUTIONS. 

delinquent  constable  or  collector,  regulations 

for  execution  against,     .        .        .      197 
expressed  in  current  money  of  the  State,  how 
discharged  in  old  or  new  bills  or 

specie, 1417 

oath  concerning  law  against  monopoly  to  be 

taken  before  execution  issues,       .      646 
oath  relating  to  foreign  bills  of  credit  to  be 

taken  before  issue  of  execution,    .        35 
except  when  persons  are  out  of  province,  .        36 
on  judgment  before  justice  of  the  peace,  how 
directed  when  debtor  removed  to 
another  county,        ....      324 
on  judgment  made  up  agreeable  to  scale  of  de- 
preciation, when  to  issue,      .        .    1416 

on  recognizance  for  debt, 500 

sale  of  chattels  on  execution  by  sheriffs  and 

others 207 

notice 207 

application  of  proceeds,      ....      208 
EXECUTORS     AND     ADMINISTRA- 
TORS.    (.See  Partition,  Probate 
Court.) 
act  relating  to,  renewed,     ...       87,  460,  1123 
joining  the  enemy,  new  administration  to  be 

granted  by  Judge  of  Probate,       .      932 


Page 
EXECUTORS      AND     ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  Continued. 
receiving  and  paying  bills  of  credit,  regula- 
tions as  to  accounts,        .        .        .    1414 
sale    of    real    estate    to    bo    licensed   in  any 

county 47 

EXPORTATION.    {See  Selectmen,  Sessions 
of  the  Peace.) 
of  certain  articles  forbidden,     .        .         .        .1114 

act  in  addition  to  said  act 1116 

except  such  as  belong  to  the  Continent  or 

State, 1115 

certain  persons  inhabitants  of  neighbor- 
ing  states   permitted    to    export 

goods, 1117,  1118 

certificates  to   be  obtained    from    select- 
men or  committees,         .  1114,  1117,  1118 
persons  removing  out  of  State  permitted 

to  lake  goods, 1118 

both    said   acts,  and    a   resolve    relating 

thereto,  repealed  in  part,      .        .    1395 
of  lumber,  prohibited  for  a  limited  time,  .      559 

said  act  repealed, 589 

of  masts  and  spars,  prohibited  for  a  limited 

time 930 

said  act  renewed 1398 

EXTORTION.     {See  Fees.) 


F. 


FALMOUTH  [MAINE]. 

goods  taken  from  the  inhabitants  at  time  of 

fire,  how  disposed  of,     .        .       456, 457 
FALMOUTH  [MASS.]. 

act  to  prevent  damage  by  hunting  in,  renewed,        88 

461,1123 
act   to    prevent  damage    to  the    proprietors 
of   Great   and    Little    Sipperwis- 

set 159 

no  cattle,  horses  or  sheep  to  be  driven  on 

said  beach  or  meadow,  .  .  .  159 
found  feeding,  to  be  impounded,  .  .  159 
loaded  teams  to  be  driven  over  the  ancient 

way, 160 

penalty  for  mowing  grass,  ....  160 
persons  to  be  annually  chosen  to  see  to 

execution  of  laws,  ....      160 

said  act  renewed 904 

FEES. 

act  for  establishing  and  regulating,  renewed,      28, 

115, 171,212 
act  for  establishing  and  regulating,   .        .        .      240 

former  act  repealed 486 

new  act •      486 

part  of  new  act  repealed 761 

new  act 761 

last  act  revived, 1417 

Attorney, 243,491,766 

Attorney  General iocs,  1129 

Captain  of  Castle  William,      .      .     346 
Clerk. 

of  Superior  Court,  .  .  .  242, 493, 767 
of  Inferior  Court,  ...  243,  488,  763 
of  General  Sessions,    ...       244,  488,  763 


PEES  — Continued. 

Constable,       .        .    245,491,  764,  1067,  1128,  1175 
Coroners,  241,  490,  765,  1067,  1128, 1175 

County  Register,       .       .       .      247, 494, 769 
Courts  of  General  Sessions,    244,  487,  763 

Crier, 24C,  491, 766 

Gaoler, 246, 401,  766 

Grand  jurors,      .....      246, 49a,  768 
Judge  and  Register  of  Probate,   241,  492, 

632,  767 
Justices. 

of  Superior  Court, 242 

of  Inferior  Court,  .        .        .       243, 4S7,  762 

of  the  peace 240,  486,  761 

Messenger  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives,        .       .       .      246, 494 
Naval  officers,    .  600,  60i,  769, 1068, 1129,  ii76 

Petit  jurors 247,  493,  768 

Secretary 244, 493,  768 

Sheriff,      .        .    245,  489,  764,  808,  1007,  1128,  1175 

Town  Clerk, 247,  494,  709 

Witnesses,   and   parties    recover- 
ing Costs,  .        .        .       243,  491,  766 

admiralty  cases, 440,  407,  1176 

census,  fees  for  taking 469 

certificate,  of  publication  of  banns,  birth  or 

death,  ....  247, 494,  769 
criminal  prosecutions,  costs  how  paid,  247,  494,  770 
desertion,  fees  under  act  against,  .  .  .  628 
foreign  bills  of  credit,  administering  oath,  .  38 
marriages,  and  recording  births  and  deaths,      2t7, 

494,  768-769 
Probate  Court,  account  of  fees  to  be  given  to 

pereonn  paying,       .        .       242, 492, 767 
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'F'Bj^S— Continued. 

recognizances  for  payment  of  debt,  fees  for 

taking 502 

registers  of  vessels,  fees  for,      .        .        .      244,  769 
tailing  other  fees  than    legal,    penalty,         .     247. 

494,  769 
certain  persons  and  officers  to   receive  aug- 
mented fees, 909 

new  act  for  augmenting  fees,      .        .        .    1067 
new  acts    for   further    augmenting  fees, 

1128,  1175 
acts  augmenting  fees  repealed,   .        .        .    1417 
FENCES. 

acts  in  addition  to  act  for  regulating,  renewed,      174 
175,  459,  460,  1122,  1123 
act  in  further  addition  to  act  for  regulating, 

renewed 85,  457, 1120 

FERRIES. 

act  relating  to,  renewed,     .        .  40,  86,  460,  1123 

FINES.     (See  Deer,  Militia.) 

certain,  augmented, 909 

act  repealed, 1068 

new  act  augmenting 1067 

act  repealed, 1129 

.  new  act  further  augmenting,       .        .        .    1128 
act  in  addition  to  last  act,     .        .        .    1132 

acts  augmenting  repealed 1176 

new  act 1175 

acts  augmenting  repealed,   .        .        .        ,    1417 
FIRE.     (See  Bonfires.) 

in  Boston,  act  relating  to,  renewed,  .       88,  460,  112 
in  Boston  and  Charlestown,  act  renewed,  .        .      873 

458, 1121 
in  Salem,  Marblebead    and    other   maritime 

towns,  act  renewed,        .         40,  259,  904, 
in  woods,  act  to  prevent,  renewed,    .       86,  4o9,  1122 
FIREWOOD. 

measures  of,  appointment,         ....    1119 
regulations  for  sale  of,        ...       .  1118, 1119 


Page 
FISH.     (^See  Alewives,  Agawam  River,  Andover, 
Bass,  Braintrec,  Dartmouth,  Ips- 
tvich     liiver,    Eittery,    Merrimac 
River,  Rochester,  Salmon,  Shad.) 
act  to  prevent  unnecessary  destruction  of  ale- 
wives   and    other   ash,   renewed,       88, 
461, 1123 
FITCHBURG. 

titles  of  proprietors  confirmed,  .        .        .      234 

FOOT,  DANIEL. 

grant  to,  established, 37 

FORESTALLING.     {See  Monopoly.) 

act  against, 924 

penalties, .      925 

mode  of  conviction, 926 

arrest  without  warrant,        ....      926 

act  renewed 1118, 1398 

FORGERY.     (See.  Counterfeiting.) 

or  alteration  of  loan  office  certificate  or  lot- 
tery ticljet,  how  punished,  628,  629,  880, 
1072, 1394 
reward  for  information,       ....      629 
FOXBOROUGH. 

town  of,  incorporated, 875 

special  regulations  for  taxation, .       899,  955,  956 
FRANCE. 

act  for  confirming  certain  privileges   to  the 
subjects  of   the  King  of   France 
residing  within  this  State,     .        .    1197 
testamentary  privileges  granted,         .        .    1197 
such  subjectb  ta  enjoy  entire  and  perfect 

reciprocity, 1197 

FRANKLIN. 

town  of  incorporated, 77.5 

FREETOWN  AND  JEREMY  SQUAM 
ISLAND, 
plantation  incorporated  into  town  of  Edgcomb,      329 
FRYEBURG. 

incorporated  into  a  town, 663 


G. 


GAGEBOROUGH. 

incorporated  as  a  town, 162 

special  regulations  as  to  assessment  on 
original  purchasers  or  their  assig- 
nees,   163,  164 

westerly  part  of  Plantation  Number  Five  an- 
nexed to 912 

name  of  town  changed  to  Windsor,  .        .      912 

GAMING. 

act  to  prevent,  renewed,     ...         39,  258,  903 
GAOL  DELIVERY,  GENERAL  COURT 

OF.     (See  Superior  Court.) 
GAOLER      (See  Fees,  Desertion.) 

duties  and  charges  relative  to  prisoners  of  war,     1174 
GARDINERSTON. 

pi  intution  incorporated  into  town  of  Pittston,      923 
certain  lands  annexed  to  Bowdoinham,     .        .      924 
GENERAL   COURT.     (See  Appropriations, 
Council.) 
act  to  prevent  disturbance  of,  by  coaches,  &c., 

renewed 87,  458,  1121 

act  to  prevent  unnecessary  journeying  of  mem- 
bers, renewed,         .        .        39, 258,  903 


GENERAL  COURT  —Continued. 

acts  for  preventing  petitions  for  licenses  to, 

renewed,  .        .  39,  88,  259,  460,  903, 
act   to   prevent   unnecessary  petitions  to,  re- 

.  newed,      ....        86,  457, 
equal     representation     of     towns     provided 

for 

GENERAL  FIELDS. 

additional  act  for  regulating,  renewed,    87,  459, 
GENERAL  SESSIONS.     (See  Sessions.) 
GLASSWORKS  GRANT 

with   other   lauds,  incorporated  into  town  of 

I^ee,  

GOATS. 

act  to  encourage  the  increase  of,  renewed,  80, 457, 
act  in  addition  to  said  act,  renewed,  87,  459, 
GOLD    COIN.     (Sec  Specie.) 
GOVERNMENT     SECURITIES.       (See 
Treasurer.) 
value  of,  for  redemption  in  silver  and  gold, 
how  ascert.-rincd,      .... 
interest  on,  to  be  paid  annually,        .        .         . 
GOVERNOR'S  ALLEY.    (See  Boston.) 


1123 
1120 

502 
1122 


1120 
1122 


1183 
1183 
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QRAIN.     (See  Ca^ik.) 

act  for  preventing  fraud  in  measurement,  re- 
newed  174,  457, 1120 

GRAND  JURORS.     {See.  Jurors.) 

empowered  to  make  presentment  of  treason- 
able offences  committed  outside  of 

the  State 883 

GRAY. 

town  of,  incorporated, 881 

GREAT  BARRINGTON. 

certain  lands  annexed  to 239 

certain  persons  set  off  from,  and  annexed  to 

Alford 028 

members  of  the  Church  of  England  author- 
ized to  raise  monies  for  ministerial 

purposes, 253 

northwesterly  part,  or  Hop  lands,  with  other 

lands,  incorporated  into  town  of  Lee,      739 
west  part  incorporated  into  district  of  Alford,      236 
GREEN  WOODS. 

lottery  established  fur  repairing  roads  in,        .    1393 


Page 
GREENFIELD. 

special  regulations  as  to  taxes  in  district  of,     .      173 
GREENWICH. 

act  for  completing  collection  of  tax  on  non- 
resident proprietors,       ...        51 
certain  lands  in  Belcherstown  annexed  to,       .      155 
GRIFFITH'S  ISLANDS.     {See  Wellfleet.) 
GUARDIANS.     {See  Taxes,  Assessing.) 

receiving  and  paying  bills  of   credit,  regula- 
tions,          1414 

to  be  appointed  by  Judge  of  Probate  to  per- 
sons   deaf    and    dumb,    and    to 

idiots 595 

GUNPOWDER. 

regulations  for  keeping  and  sale,       .        .        .      168 
penalty  for  keeping  above  what  is  allowed 

by  law. 1418 

second  offence,  how  punished,    .        .        .    1418 
GUNS. 

act  to  prevent  firing,  with  shot  or  ball  in  Bos- 
ton, renewed,  ...         39,  258,  903 


H. 


HALIFAX. 

regulations  for  alewive  fishery  in,     .        .        .      252 

said  act  renewed, 904 

HALLOWELL. 

incorporated  as  a  town 129 

to  vote  for  register  of  deeds  and  treasurer  for 

county  of  Lincoln, ....      130 
HAMPSHIRE     COUNTY.      {See    Inferior 
Court,  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  Su- 
perior Court.) 
charged  with  expense  of  maintaining"  bridge 

over  Ware  River 134 

trial  to  be  in,  for  certain  treasonable  offences,      883 
HANCOCK. 

town  of,  incorporated, 550 

how  to  pay  taxes, 550 

HARTWOOD. 

act  for  confirming  records  and  proceedings  of 
proprietors,  and  conferring  certain 

powers, 37 

assessors,  duties, 38 

redemption  of  lands 38 

plantation,  incorporated  into  town  of  Wash- 
ington         .        .      635 

HARVARD   COLLEGE.      {See.  Army  {ex- 
emptions). Taxes  {exemptions.)) 
lottery  for  building  another  hall,  managers 

appointed, 212 

HARWICH. 

act  to  prevent  damage  by  cattle,  &c. ,  on  beaches 

and  meadows  adjoining,  renewed,       88, 
460, 1123 
act  in  addition  to  said  act,  renewed,  88,  460, 1123 
certain  lands  in,  called  Poatnaraicut,  annexed 

to  Eastham 203 

HATFIELD. 

northerly  part  incorporated  as*  the  town  of 

Whately 122 

westerly  part  erected  into  a  district  by  the 

name  of  Williamsburgh,        .        •      125 
provisions  as  to  estate  for  maintenance  of 

school  in  Hatfield,  ....      126 


HATFIELD  EQUIVALENT. 

part    of,    included   in  township   of    Cuming- 

ton, 1073 

HAVERHILL. 

inhabitants    of    north    parish    authorized    to 
grant  certain  land  to  Rev.  Giles 

Merrill 121 

HIGHWAYS.     {See.  Ways.) 

act  for,  renewed,  ....         39,  258,  903 

HINGHAM. 

second  precinct  in,  incorporated  in  district  of 

Cohaaset, 49 

HOARDING. 

of  provisions,  forbidden,     .        .        .     924,  925,  1073 
HOOPS. 

act  for  regulating  the  assize  of,  renewed,         .      40, 

209,  904 
HOPLANDS.     {See  Great  Barrington.) 
HORSES.     {See  Cattle.) 

act  for  preventing  damage  by  horses  going  at 

large,  renewed,        .        .       87, 459,  1122 
HOSPITAL.     {See  Contagious  Diseases.) 

act  for  regulating  hospital  on  Rainsford  Island, 

&c.,  renewed,  ...       87,  458,  1121 
HOUND.     {See  Hunting.) 
HOUSE     OF     REPRESENTATIVES. 
{See  General.  Court,  Representa- 
tives.) 
HUBBARDSTON. 

delinquent  proprietors,  sale  of  lands, 
tax  granted  on  all  lands  for  building  a  meeting 
house  and  repairing  roads,     . 
sale  of  lands  in  default  of  payment,  . 

redemption  of  lands 216 

certain  lands  to  remain  for  use  of  school, .      216 
HUNTING. 

act  to  prevent  damage  in  the  woods  by  hunt- 
ing with   hounds   and    dogs,  re- 
newed,     ....       88,  461, 1123 
HUTCHINSON. 

town  of,  incorporated 389 

name  of  town  changed  to  Barr6,        .        .      593 


118 


215 
215 
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IDIOTS. 

act  for  relief  of  idiots  and  distracted  persons, 

renewed,  .        ...        .85,  457,  1120 
additional  act  providing  for  guardianship  of 
deaf  and  dumb  and  defective  per- 
sons, and  children  of  idiots,  .        .      594 
IDLE  AND  DISORDERLY  PERSONS. 

acts  relating  to,  renewed,      39,  87,  258,  459,  903,  1122 
IMMIGRANTS.     (.See  Impost.) 
IMPEACHMENT. 

for  treason,  excepted  out  of  provisions  of  act 

against  treasonable  offences,  .      620 

IMPORTED  GOODS. 

advance  on  limited 586 

not  to  be  sold  by  non-residents  other  than  im- 
porters,    .        .        .        .        .        .      925 

retailer  may  not  advance  more  than  20  per 

cent 586 

IMPOST.     (See  Treasurer.) 

Acts   for  granting  impost  and  tonnage 

of  shipping 21,  76 

Allowance  for  leakage  of  wines,  .  .  23,  79 
Bills  of  store  for  private  adventures  to  be 

allowed 24,  80 

Casks,  how  and  by  whom  to  be  gauged,       .  22,  78 
Charges  of  prosecution,  how  borne,   .       .  27,  83 
Clearance,  naval  officer  not  to  give,  until 
payment  of  impost  or  tonnnge,  or 
lighthouse  duties,     .        ,  24,  80,  138,  388 
Commissioners  and  receivers  of, 

how  appointed,  duties,  pay,  &c.,  26,  27, 
82,  138 

to  appoint  deputies, 25,  80 

to  receive  lighthouse  money,       .        .       138, 388 

or  deputies,  to  administer  oaths,         .        .  25,  81 

Credit,  to  be  given  to  importer,      .        .        .23,  78 

Deputies,  how  paid, 27,82 

Drawback, 26,  81 

Dutiable  articles  and  rates  of  impost,  .  21,  77 
Entry  by  importer,  how  made,  .  .  .22,  78 
Imports  by  land,  report  of,  to  be  made,  and 

duties  paid,      ....    23,  78,  79 

Invoice  to  be  produced 22,  78 

Landing  to  be  made  in  the  daytime,  .  .  22,  78 
Manifest  or  report,  how  and  to  whom  made 

by  master  of  vessel,  .  .  .  22,  77 
Master,  liabilities  and  securities,  .  23,  24,  78,  79 
Oath  to  be  taken  by  merchants  or  owners,  .  22,  78 
Ofl&cers,  appointment,  right  of  search,  25,  80,  8] 
Payment,  how  and  by  whom  made,  .  21,22,77 
Penalties  and  disposition,  .  .  .  .  27,  82 
Relanding,  forfeiture  for,  ....  2C,  82 
Repayment,  for  decayed  wines,  .        .  23,  79 

Ship  or  vessel,  when  liable  for,         .        .  24,  80 

Tonnage  duty 25,  81 

measurers    of    vessels,   appointment    and 

pay 25,  81 

Wines  not  to  be  filled  up  on  board  without 

certificate, 23,  79 

act  of  1770-71  (p.  70)  renewed,  .        171,  251,  340 

IMPRESSING. 

of  necessaries  for  army  or  navy,       .        .        .      586 


Paga 

INCENDIARY    LETTERS.    (See  Threat- 

ening  Letters.) 
INDEMNIFICATION. 

of  committees  of  correspondence  and  other 
persons  liable  to  actions    for  de- 
stroying property,  &c.,  .        .        .    1169 
INDEPENDENCE.      (See    Declaration     of 

Independence.) 
INDIANS. 

act  for  better  regulating,  renewed,    .     175,  459, 1122 

Eastern. 

act   allowing  supplies  to  and  regulating 

trade  with,  renewed,  28, 113, 173,  259, 904 
Chabequidick  Island,  regulations  for 

protection  of  lands,        .        .        .      342 
guardians  of  Indians,  duties,       .        .        .      343 
Mashpee,  inhabitants  incorporated  into  a 

district,  act  renewed,      .       88,  460, 1123 
StOCkferidge,  no  action  to  be  maintained 

against,  for  more  than  358.,    .        .      238 
INDICTMENT. 

for  treasonable  offences  to  be  furnished  to  the 

accused 617 

not  to  be    quashed    for   false  grammar, 

&c 618 

INFECTIOUS    DISEASES.     (See   Conta- 

f/iuiis  Diseases.) 
INFERIOR     COURTS     OF     COMMON 
PLEAS.     (See  Fees,  Jurors.) 
Times  ar^  places  for  holding. 

In  the  various  counties 4d 

In  the  county  of 

Berkshire 128,  159 


.   196, 554 

.  1191 

195,  454,  901 

.   455,  593 

.   455 


4T 


Cumberland,  . 
Essex, 
Middlesex, 
Suffolk,  . 
clerks  to  be  chosen,  in  Middlesex, 
empowered  to  license  sale  of  real  estate  by 

executors  and  administrators, 
jurisdiction  of  complaint  by  attorney  general 

against  absentees,  .        .        .      969, 970 
INHABITANT.     (See  Taxes.) 
INNHOLDBR.     (See  Licenses.) 
INSANE  PERSONS.     (See  Idiots.) 
INSOLVENCY.     (See  Bankruptcy.) 
INSPECTORS  OP  THE   MARKET. 

appointment,  duties 928 

INTESTATE  ESTATES. 

act  for  distribution  and  division  of,  renewed,       87, 

460,  1123 
IPSWICH. 

act  to  preserve  timber  in,  renewed, 
second  uud  sixth  parishes  united, 
IPSWICH  BAY. 

act    to    prevent  damage   by  horses,   &c.,   on 

Plumb.  Island,  renewed,     174,  457,  1120 
IPSWICH  RIVER. 

acts  to  prevent   destruction  of  alowivss  and 

other  fish  in 31,  259 

last  act  renewed 462,  1124 

act  in  addition 637 


175,  459,  1122 
.      478 
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JAIIj.    (See  Fees,  Oaoler,  Qaol  Delivery.) 
JERICHO. 

plantation  of,  incorporated  into  town  of  Han- 
cock,   550 

JOINT  TENANTS. 

act  to  prevent  waste  by    joint  tenants    and 

others,  renewed,  ....       85,  457,  1120 
JUDGE     OF     PROBATE.     (See   Probate 

Court.) 
JUDGMENT. 

action  of  debt  on  judgment  allowed,        .        .      232 

before  justice  of  the  peace,  action  may  be 
maintained  on,  in  Inferior  court 
of  common  pleas,    ....      324 

foreign,  action  of   debt  may  be  maintained 

upon, 324 

made  up,  how  on  recognizances  expressed  in 

old  currency 1417 

made  up  in  current  money  of  the  State,  how 
discharged  in  old  or  new  bills  or 
specie, 1417 

rendered  how,  when  tender  has  been  made  in 

bills  of  credit 1415 

upon  indictment  for  treasonable  offences,  how 

reversed, 619 

JUDICIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

act  for  the  better  regulating  the  course  of,  re- 
newed,     ....         40,  259,  903 

act  for  further  regulating  the  course  of,  re- 
newed,     ....      175,  459,  1122 
JURIES. 

admiralty  cases,  regulations,  438, 440, 464, 465, 466, 476 


JURIES  —Continued. 

damages  for  land  taken  for  streets  in  Boston, 
trials  of  persons  inimical  to  the  United  States, 
trials  for  treasonable  offences,  regulations, 
views  by  a  jury  in  civil  actions,  act  renewed, 

458, 

JURISDICTION,   LINE  OP.    {See  Boun- 
dary.) 
JURORS.     {See  Fees,  Grand  Jurors.) 

Petit,  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  choice 
of,  renewed,  ...  86,  460, 
challenge  of  juror  by  prosecuting  officer 
in  any  criminal  ease,  not  allowed, 
not  allowed  to  prisoner  refusing  to 
plead  to  indictment  for  treason- 
able offence, 

JUSTICE    OP    THE    PEACE.    {See  Fees, 
Sessions  of  the  Peace.) 
duties  relative  to  punishment  of   deserters, 

627, 
jurisdiction  under  act  against  monopoly  and 

forestalling, 

jurisdiction  enlarged  to  16  times  the  value  of 

40s., 

to  administer  oath  of  Fidelity  and  Allegiance, 
to  bind  over  persons  complained  of  for  hoard- 
ing provisions  or  refusing  to  take 
bills  of  credit,  .... 

to  issue  warrant  for  removal  of   pauper,  in 

town  whence  pauper  removed, 
with  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
to  pnnish  vagabonds,  &c.,      .   .     . 


Page 

225 
649 
618 
86, 
1121 


1123 
618 

618 


626, 
1076 


1132 
771 


1074 

198 

4< 


K. 


KITTBRY. 

act  to   prevent   obstraoting   fish   in  Spruce 
Greek, 


173 


KITTBRY — Continued. 
Bald  act  renewed, . 


481 


L. 


583,  643 


301-303 
302,  303 


LABOR. 

prices  for,  fixed  by  law, 
LAMPS. 

for  street  lighting  in  Boston,  regulations; 
penalty  for  breaking,  &c.,   . 
LAND  DAMAGES. 

for   taking   for   street   in    Boston,   how    as- 
sessed  225 

LANDS. 

act  for  the  more  easy  partition  of,  renewed,      87, 

458, 1121 
act  for  the  more  easy  partition  of  lands  devised 

by  will,  renewed,    .        .       87,  459, 1122 
lying  in  common,  clerk  of  proprietors  to  ex- 
ecute his  office  after  division,        .      387 


LANDS  — Continued. 

new  clerk  to  be  chosen 387 

to  give  attested  copies 388 

unimproved,  sale  for  taxes  (see  Taxes) . 
LAWS. 

acts  for  reviving  and  continuing,  23,  39,  85,  86,  113, 
115,  107,  171,  173,  174,  212,  258,  315,  346, 
394,  457,  732,  738,  777,  884,  90:5, 1072, 1118, 
1120,  1128,  1131,  1132,  1397,  1416. 
LAWSUITS.    (See  Suits.) 

act  to  prevent  the   multiplicity  of,  renewed,     174 

458,  1121 
act  to  prevent  unnecessary,  renewed,  39,  258,  903 
act  to  prevent  nnnecessary  expense  in,  re- 

uewed 39,  258,  903 
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Page 
LEE. 

town  of,  incorporated 740 

LEICESTER. 

pariah  set  off  from,  incorporated  into  town  of 

Ward, 796 

LENOX. 

district  of,  certain  adjoining  lands  incorporated 

with 115 

LETTERS     OP     MARQUE    AND    RE- 
PRISAL.       {See     Admiraltij, 
Armed  Vessel.) 
to  be  granted  by  major  part  of  council,  to 
person  or  persons  fitting  out  armed 
vessel  at  his  or  their  expense,       437,  463 
master  or  owner  to  give  bond,    .        .       438,  464 
LEVERETT, 

town  of,  incorporated, 327 

LEWD  WOMEN. 

act  giving  selectmen  authority   to  bind  out, 

renewed 87,  460, 1123 

LICENSES.     {SeeFees.) 

acts  for  preventing  petitions  to  general  court 

for,  renewed,      39,  88,  259,  460,  903,  1123 
act  further  empowering  courts    of    General 
Sessions  to  grant,  in  certain  cases, 
renewed,.        .        .        .        88,460,1123 
courts    of   General    Sessions    authorized    to 

grant,  in  certain  cases,   .        .        .      441 
not  to  be  granted  to  taverners,  &c.,  without 
oath  concerning  law  against  mon- 
opoly  647 

persons  taking  out,  to  take  oath  relating  to 

foreign  bills  of  credit,    ...        36 
LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR. 

allowance  to,  granted, 34 

LIGHTHOUSE.     {See  Impost.) 

on  Brant  Point,  Nantucket,  regulations,  .        .      388 
ships  not  to  be  cleared  without  payment 

of  lightmoney,         ....      388 

to  be  built  on  Thatcher's  Island,       .        .        .      137 

regulations  as  to  lightmoney,      .        .       137,  138 

as  to  keeper 138 

ships  not  to  be  cleared  without  payment 

of  lightmoney 138 

LIMITATION  OP  ACTIONS.     {See  Trea- 
son.) 
Personal. 

certain  actions  to  be  brought  within  six 
years  after  Dec.   1,  1770,  or  six 
years  after  cause,    ....      110 
trespass  for  assault,  battery,  wounding, 
imprisonment,     to     be     brought 
within  one  year  after  Dec.  1,  1770, 
or  four  years  after  cause,       .        .      110 
actions  upon  the  case  for  words,  to  be 
brought  within  one  year  after  Dec. 
1, 1770,  or  two  years  after  cause,  .      110 
act  not  to  apply  to  witnessed  notes  of 

hand, Ill 

costs  in  certain  actions  limited,  .        .        .      110 
disclaimer  and  tender  of  amends  allowed 
in    actions    of     trespass    quare 
clausum, 110 


Page 
LIMITATION  OP  ACTIONS —Continued. 

new  action  given  in  certain  cases,      .        .      110 
time  extended  in  certain    cases    of   dis- 
ability and  absence,       .        .        .      Ill 
previous  acts  repealed,        ....      109 
acts  of  1770-71,  ch.  9,  suspended  during 

time  of  war 608 

suspending  act  renewed,       .        .        .      904 
Treasonable   oflfences,  actions  to  be 
brought  within  three  years  after 

offence 019 

LINCOLN.    COUNTY  OP.     (.See  Inferior 
Court,  Sessions  of  Che  Peace,  Su- 
perior Court.) 
portion  of,  incorporated  into  town  of  Hal- 

lowell 129 

portion  of,  incorporated  into  town  of  Win- 

throp 132 

portion  of,    incorporated  into  town  of  Vas- 

sallborough 135 

portion  of,  incorporated  into  town  of  Wins- 
low,  136 

regulations  as  to  register  of  deeds  and  treas- 
urer  130, 133, 135,  136 

LIQUORS.     {S^e  Impost.) 
LISBURN  PROPRIETY. 

proprietors  enabled  to  raise  money  for  certain 

purposes,  ....       116,  117 

LOAN.      {See  Bills  of  Public   Credit,    Taxes, 

Treasurer.) 
LOAN  OPPICE  CERTIPIOATE. 

forgery  or  alteration  of,  how  punished,     .       628,  629 
LONG  WHARP.     {See  Boston  Pier.) 

lottery  established  for  repairing,       .        .        .    1071 
LOTTERIES.     {See   Counterfeiting,  Forgery, 
Treasurer.) 
acts  authorizing 

for  building  another  hall  for  Harvard  Col- 
lege,   212 

for  repairing  roads  in  the  Green  Woods,  .    1393 
for  repairing  the  Long  Wharf   in   Bos- 
ton  1071 

for  widening  and  amending  the  streets  of 

Charlostown 1071 

prizes  to  be  paid  in  notes,  provisions,  .        .     929, 

95911193 
(For   methods    of   conducting,  man- 
agers, &c.,  see  the  various  acts 
above.) 
LOUDUN. 

town  of,  incorporated 237 

LUDLOW. 

town  of.  Incorporated, 337 

LUMBER.     {See  Clapboards.) 

exportation  of,  prohibited  for  a  limited  time, .      558 
vessels  violating  act  to  be  forfeited,   .        .      558 
penalty  on  owners  and  freighters  offend- 
ing  559 

committees  of  correspondence  to  see  act 

executed 559 

said  act  repealed 589 

LUNENBURG. 

title  of  proprietors  confirmed,  ....      231 
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Page 
MANIFEST.     (See  Tniposi.) 

of  goods  on  veggel,  to  bo  laid  before  si-lpct- 
mea  or  committee  before  breaking 

bulk 645 

MANSFIELD. 

district  of,  erected 48 

to  join  with  Norton  in  choice  of  representative,        48 
certain  inhabitants  of  Stoughton  annexed  to, 

as  to  parish  affairs,         ...        48 
MARBLEHEAD. 

act  to  prevent  damage  by  fire  in,  renewed,  40, 259,  904 
Marine  Society  at,  incorporated,       .        .        .      295 
MARINE  SOCIETIES, 
incorporated 

atMarblehead 295 

at  Newburyport 737 

at  Salem 179 

MARITIME  COURTS.     {See  Admiralty.) 
MARKET,  INSPECTORS  OF. 

in  towns,  appointment,  duties,  ....      926 
MARRIAGES. 

minister  of  the  Church  of  England  authorized 

to  solemnize,  in  certain  cases,        .      231 
fine  for  solemnizing,  contrary  to  law,  how  and 

by  whom  recovered,       .        .        .      231 
MARSHFIELD. 

sundry  inhabitants  of  first  precinct  in,  set  off 

to  second  precinct 239 

MARTHA'S  VINEYARD. 

act  to  prevent  stealing  sheep  from,  renewed,     175, 

460,  1123 
MASHPEE. 

act  incorporating  Indians  and  mulattoes  into  a 

district,  renewed,    .        .       88,  460,  1123 
MASSACHUSETTS  BAY   AND    NEW 
YORK. 
commissaries  appointed  to  settle  line  of  juris- 
diction between 176 

MASSACHUSETTS      CHARITABLE 
SOCIETY. 

incorporated, 1129 

MASTS. 

exportation  of,  above  certain  sizes,  prohibited 

for  a  limited  time,  ....      930 

act  renewed 1398 

MATTAPOISETT    RIVER.     {See  Roches. 

ier.) 
MEADOWS.       {See     Biddeford,     Chilmark, 
Eastham,     Ilarwich,     Pbjmouth, 
Tisbury,  Truro,  Yarmouth.) 
MEASURERS.     {See  Bark,  Clapboards,  Cord- 

tcood.  Grain,  Impost.) 
MEETING  HOUSES.     {See  Ministers,  New- 
huryport,     Salem,     Taxes,     also 
provisions    concerning,    in    acts 
incorporating  towns.) 
MENDON. 

easterly  part  of,  incorporated  into  town  of 

Milford, 1172 

certain  persons,  with  their  lands,  sot  off  from 
Uxbridge  to  the  south  precinct  in 
Meudon,  in  precinct  affairs  only,  .      128 


Page 
MERRIMACK  RIVER. 

act  to  prevrnt  dostmction  of  salmon  and  other 

fish  in,  renewed,      .        .       88,  460,  1123 

act  in  amendment  of  said  act,  renewed,   8H,  461,  1124 

act  in  addition  to  said  act,  renewed,  .        83,  461,  1124 

act  in  addition  to  last  act,     .        .        .        .      314 

said  act  renewed,   ....     732,  1125 

act  to  prevent  destruction  of  salmon  and  other 

fish  in, 250 

said  act  renewed, 462,  1124 

MESSENGER    OF    THE    HOUSE    OP 
REPRESENTATIVES.  {See 
Fees.) 
METHUEN. 

certain  inhabitants    set    off   into   a    separate 

parish, 920 

MIDDLEBOROUGH. 

act  to  prevent  unnecessary  destruction  of  ale- 
wives  in,  renewed,  .        .       87,  459,  1121 
act  in  addition  to  said  act  renewed,   175,  460,  1123 
MILFORD. 

town  of,  incorporated, 1172 

MILITARY        SERVICE.       {See      Army, 
Militia.) 

exemptions, 595,  596 

postmasters  and  postriders  exempted,      .        ,      729 
MILITIA.     {See  Arm;/.) 

acts  relating  to,  renewed,  ....  39,  258 
Act  for  forrning  and  regulating,  in 

the  colony,       .        .        .        .        .      445 

adjutant,  how  chosen, 447 

alarm,  how  made, •      452 

alarm  list,  how  constituted,         ....      451 

regulations 451,  452 

breach  of  duty,  Grencrala  and  Field  Officers 

how  tried  for, 450 

bribery,  penalty  for, 451 

Brigadier  Generals  in  each  county,  choice  and 

powers, 446 

to  review  brigade, 449 

captain  and  lieutenants,  how  chosen,  .  .  447 
colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel,  how  chosen,  .  447 
commissary,  deputy  how  chosen,  duties,  .      453 

companies,  division  into, 447 

court  martial,  how  constituted, .        .        .        .      449 
sentence  to   be  afiirmed  by  commanding 

oflicer 451 

equipments 443  449 

fieldpieccs  to  be  provided 454 

fines  aud  pouallius, 

'  commandingolBcers,  for  neglect  of  duty, .      449 

non-commissioned   oflicer  or   soldier  no- 

glecting  to  appear  equipped,  .        .      450 

how  recovered 450 

disposition  of 453 

firing  guns  at  musters  forbidden,  .  .  .  451 
laws  and  regulations  to  be  provided  by  the 

General  Court 450 

major,  how  chosen, 447 

major-generals,  choice,  powers,         .        .        .      445 

matrossea  to  be  raised 454 

muster,  regulations 449 
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447 


452 
453 
445 
445 
440 
451 
453 
778 
779 
779 
779 
779 


MILITI  A. — Contimied. 

non-commiBsionrd  officers,  how  chosen,  . 
offices  in  militia,  not  to  be  held  by  person  be 
longing  to  army  of  United  Col 

onies, 

powder  and  ammunition,  regulations, 
training  band,  how  constituted, 
persons  excepted, 
to  be  divided  into  regiments, 
treating  forbidden, 
watches  to  be  appointed  and  kept, 

Act  in  addition  to  said  act, 
adjutant-general,  appointment,  duties 
aide-de-camp,  appointment,  duties,  . 
brigade-major,  appointment,  duties,  . 
equipment,  penalty  for  neglect,  . 
fines  and  penalties  for  neglect  of  duties, 

778,  779,  780 
guards  to  be  detached  for  various  pur- 
poses,               778,  779 

musters,  regulations, 780 

officers  of  matrosses,  rank 780 

<iuartermaster,  appointment,  duties,  .        .      780 
fines  and  penalties  under  above  act  aug 

mented, 1132 

Regfiment  of  Horse  to  be  raised  out  of 
several  regiments  of  foot  in  Wor 
cester  County, 
alarm  posts,    . 

regulations  on  alarm, 
equipment,     . 
field  officers,  regulations, 
lines  and  penalties, 
musters,  regulations,    . 
officers,  regulations,     . 
uniform,  regulations,    . 
Troop  of   Horse  to 


117 


495 


497 
496 
495 
497 
497 
496,  498 
.      497 
be    raised    out    of 
Third  Regiment  of  foot  in  Essex 

County, 621 

court-martial,  how  constituted,  .        .        .      622 

enlistment  of  men, 621 

equipment 622 

fines,  and  how  recovered,    .        .        .      622,  623 

musters,  regulations 622 

otlicers,  choice  and  commission,         .        .      621 
duties  of  officers  relative  to  deserters,       .        .     1198 
MILLERS. 

act  or  preventing  abuses  by,  renewed,  88,  460,  1123 
MINISTERS.  {See  Ashbij,  Ashfield,  Bolton, 
Declaration  of  Independence, 
Gageborough,  Great  Harrington, 
Ilaverhill,  Uubbardston,  Mar- 
riages, Newbury,  Neioburxjport, 
Pearsontown,  Bichmont,  Salem, 
Shelburne,  Stoughton,  Stoughton- 


Page 

MINISTERS  —Coni!i«MfC?. 

ham,  Wanoick,  West  Springfield, 
Williamsburgh  ) 
act  providing  for  support  of  in  new  planta- 
tions, renewed.         .        .      174, 459,  U22 
MINORS.     {See  Guardians.) 
MISPRISION      OP      TREASON.       {See 
Treason.) 

act  against, 615 

how  defined, 61'> 

penalty, 615 

MOLASSES.     {See  Casks,  Impost.) 
MONATIQUOT  RIVER.    {See  Braintree.) 
MONOPOLY. 

act  to  prevent 583 

act  in  addition  to  said  act,    ....      642 
penalty  for  evasion  by  unusual  method 

of  sale, 645 

violators  not  allowed  to  purchase,        .      645 
persons  to  be  choson  to  put  acts  in  execu- 
tion,   646 

both  acts  repealed, 733 

act  against  monopoly  and  forestalling,  .  .  924 
inspectors  to  put  law  in  execution,  .  .  926 
mode  of  conviction  under  act,     .        .        .      926 

act  renewed, 1118,  1398 

MONUMENT  PONDS.     {See  Plymouth.) 
MOOSE. 

act  for  preservation  and  Increase  of,  on  certain 

islands,  renewed,     .      86,  461, 1124, 1128 

act  in  addition  to  said  act 1127 

fines  and  forfeitures  increased  twenty-fold,    1127 
possesssion  of  flesh  and  skins  to  be  evi- 
dence of  breach  of  law,  .        .        .    1127 
MOUNT  WASHINGTON. 

town  of,  incorporated, 1069 

to  join  with  Sheffield  in  choice  of  repre- 
sentative,   1070 

MULATTOES. 

act  incorporating  inhabitants  of  Mashpee  into 

a  district,  renewed,         .       88,  460,  1123 
MURRAY,  JOHN. 

title  to  lands  in  Ilartwood  not  affected  by  act,        38 
MURRAYPIELD. 

easterly  part  erected  into  a  district  by  the 

name  of  Norwich,  ....      297 
certain    proprietors    assessed  for  building  a 

bridge, 1069 

MUSTERS.     {See  Militia.) 

act  to  exempt  Quakers  from  penalty  for  non- 
attendance,  renewed,      .       88, 460, 1123 
MYSTIC  RIVER. 

taking  of   oysters  in,  at  certain  times,  for- 
bidden,      216 

act  renewed, 461, 1124 


N. 


NANTUCKET. 

act  for  preventing  mischief  by  unruly  dogs, 

renewed,  ....     174,  458, 1121 
lighthouse  on  Brant  Point,  regulations,    .        .      388 
NARRAGANSETT,  NUMBER  ONE- 
plantation,  incorporated  into  town    of   Bux- 
ton  206 


NAVAL  OFFICE. 

established 600 

fees 600,  601 

regulations  for  entry  and  clearance,  .      601,  602 

regulations  for  coasters 601 

part  of  act  repealed, 769 

to  be  held  at  Woolwich .828 
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NAVAL     OFFICER.      (See  Impost,  Light- 
house.) 

duties, 

duties  relative  to  deserters 

NAVY.     (See  Armed  Vessel,  Taxes.) 

refusal  to  sell  necessaries  to,  proceedings, 
NEEDHAM. 

westerly  part  set  off  into  a  separate  precinct 
called  the  West  Precinct, 
NENNEMESSET  ISLAND. 

act  for  preservation  of  moose  and  deer  on,  re- 
newed,     ...      84,  401,  1124, 

act  in  addition  to  said  act 

fines  and  forfeitures  increased  twenty- 
fold 

NETS.    (See  Fish.) 
NEW  BOSTON. 

plantation  incorporated  into  town  of  Gray, 
NEW  GLOUCESTER. 

plantation  incorporated  into    town    of   New 

Gloucester, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

bills  of  credit  not  to  be  received  or  paid,  . 
NEW  PROVIDENCE. 

plantation  annexed  to  town  of  Adams,     . 
NEW  YORK. 

boundary  commissaries   appointed    to    settle 
line  between  Massachusetts   Bay 
and  New  York,       .... 
NEWBURY. 

act  regulating  taking  of  bass  in  Parker  River, 

said  act  renewed,  ....     461, 

act  relating  to  third  parish  in,  renewed,    39,  259 
representation  in  General  Court,  regulations, 
NEWBURYPORT. 

act  empowering  proprietors  of  meeting  house 
(Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons)  to  raise 
money,  renewed,  .  .  .  175 
inhabitants  empowered  to  raise  money  for 
ministerial  and  necessary  charges, 
pewB  to  be  valued  and  taxed,  regula- 
tions  

said  act  renewed, ....     221,  401, 
Marine  Society  at  Newburyport,  incorporated, 
representation  in  General  Court,  regulations, 
NEWTON. 

westerly  part  set  off  into  west  Precinct,  . 
NOBSCUSSET     MEADOW.      (See    Yar- 
mouth.) 
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NON-RESIDENTS.     (See  Taxes  and  rt„  er- 

encf's  (hereimder.) 
NORTHAMPTON. 

certain  persons  with  their  lands  set  off  from, 

to  Southampton,     ....      901 
westerly  part   erected    into   town  of   West- 

hampton, 900 

NORTHBRIDGE. 

district  of,  erected 199 

to  join  with  Uxbridge  in  choice  of  repre- 
sentative,   199 

certain  persons  with  their  estates  set  off 

from  town  of  Sutton  to,         .        .    1177 
NORTHFIELD. 

two  tracts  of  land  annexed  to 296 

NORTHTOWN.     (See  Townshmd.) 
NORTON. 

act  to    erect  north  precinct  into   district  of 

Mansfield, 48 

NORWICH. 

district  of,  incorporated, 297 

to  join  with  Murrayfleld  in  choice  of  rep- 
resentative,       297 

regulations  us  to  public  money,  .  .      298 

Court  of  General  Sessions  authorized  to 
build    a    bridge   over    Westfield 

River 1069 

NOSSET  BEACH  OR  MEADOW-    (See 

Eastham.) 
NOTES    OP    TREASURER.     {See    Treas- 

urer. 
NO-TOWN. 

incorporated  with  part  of  Charlemont  as  town 

of  Buckland,   i        ....      957 
NOVA     SCOTIA.      (See     Bills    of   Public 

Credit.) 
NUMBER     OF     INHABITANTS.      (-S'ee 

Ccnsuf!.) 
NUMBER  FIVE. 

plantation,   westerly   part  annexed  to   Gage- 
borough,  911 

incorporated  into  town  of  Cumington,       .    1072 
NUMBER  POUR. 

plantation,   erected   into   a  township  by  the 

name  of  Gageborough,  .        .        .      162 
NUMBER  TWO.   ' 

plantation,  erected  into  the  town  of  Partridge- 
field,  164 


o. 


OATH.     (See  Bills  of  Public   Credit,  Impost, 
Taxes.) 
of  assessor  inquiring  into  rates,        .     157,  800,  1184 

of  census  takers, 470 

of  commission  ofiicers,  civil  and  military,       .      421 
of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  form,        .     771 
certain  persons  not  allowed  to  take,  .        .      771 
commanding   officers,  how  administered 

to 781,966 

to  administer  oath,         .        .    902,  1125,  1396 

modified  for  Quakers 772 

particular  persons  required  to  take,  .        .      772 


OATH  —Continued. 

refusal  to  take,  proceedings,       .        .      771, 772 
persons  refusing,  transported  and  re- 
turning without  leave,  penalty,     .      772 
removing  persons  refusing  to  take,  time 

extended, 781 

tendered,  to  be  taken  within  two  hours,    .      781 
time  extended  for  taking,     781, 902, 005, 1125, 1398 
of  inhabitant  of  neighboring  State  exporting 

goods, 1117 

of  officers  of  new  plantations,  how  adminis- 
tered  255 
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OATH — Continued. 

of  persons  appointed  to  keep  an  account  of 

prices  of  certain  articles,  .  .  11.06 
of  person  submitting  list  of  ratables,  ,  158,  800 
relative  to  foreign  bills  of  credit,  to  be  taken 

by  certain  officers 35 

relative  to  act  against  monopoly,       .        .        .      647 
Quakers. 

allowed  to  affirm  in  certain  places,  act 

renewed,  ....        87,  460,  1122 
allowed  to  affirm  to  truth  of  list  of  ratable 

estate 159,  801,  1185 

declaration  to  be  made  by,  relative  to  as- 
sisting the  enemy 483 

OFFICERS.    {See  Army,  Fees,  Impost,  Militia, 
Oath,  Sheriff.) 

Public. 

auctions  begun  by,  on  bond,  to  be  carried  on 

by  successor, 806 

OGUNQUIT  HARBOR.     {See  Wells.) 
OUTLAWRY.     {Sec  Treason.) 

of  persona  indicted  for  treasonable  offences,  .       616' 


Page 

O'U'T'LAWRY —Continued. 

persons  outlawed,  tried  If  they  yield  them- 
selves,        618 

forfeiture  on  conviction  of  treason  by  process 

of  outlawry, 616 

OVERSEERS    OP    THE    POOR.      {See 
Boston,  Poor,  Salem.) 
authorized  to  bind  poor  children  not  belong- 
ing to  town  in  certain  cases,  .        .      161 
OXFORD. 

Parish  set  off  from,  incorporated  into  town  of 

Ward 796 

OYSTERS. 

act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of,  in   certain 

bays  and  rivers,  renewed,     88,  460, 1123 

act  in  addition  to  said  act 171 

regulations  for  Billingsgate  Bay,         .      171 
said  additional  act  renewed,         .       394,  904 
taking  of,  in  Charles  and  Mystic  Rivers,  for- 
bidden,   21S 

Baid  act  renewed,  ....     461, 1124 


P. 


PADDY'S  ALLEY.    {See  Boston.) 
PAMIT   HARBOR   AND   RIVER.     {See 

Truro.) 
PARDON. 

act  of  pardon  and  indemnification  for  certain 

offences 

may  be  granted  to  persons  confined  for  trea- 
sonable offences,      .... 
PARKER  RIVER.     {See  Neicbunj.) 
PARTITION  OF  LANDS. 

iict   for  the  more  easy  partition  of  lands,  re- 
newed,     ....       87, 458, 
act  for  the  more  easy  partition  of  lands  de- 
vised by  will,  renewed,  .       87,  459, 
PARTRIDGEPIELD. 

incorporated  as  a  town,       ..... 
regulations  as  to  assessments   of    grants    of 
money  for  certain  purposes, .       165 
PAUPER.     {See  Poor.) 
PAXTON. 

.Tames  Brown's  farm  to  be  within  the  district, 
PEARL ASH. 

act  to  prevent  fraud  by  adulteration,  renewed, 

461, 
PEARSONTOWN. 

title  to  certain  lands  confirmed, 
proprietors  authorized  to  lay  tax  on  tmim- 
proved  lands,  for  ministerial  and 
town  purposes,        .... 
sale  of  lands,  redemption,   .... 
PF.LHAM.     {See  Lisburn  Propriety.) 
PEMBROKE. 

act  for  regulating  the  alewive  fishery  in  the 

town, 

inhabitants  empowered   to   farm  out  the 
privilege  of  taking  fish, 

said  act  renewed 461, 

cenain  lands  of,  annexed  to  Northfield,   . 


1121 

1122 

164 

,  166 

207 

88, 
1124 


121 

121 
1124 
296 


eio 

1068 
1067 
1129 
1128 
1132 
1176 
1175 
1417 

1191 
1192 


PENALTIES.     {See  Deer,  Militia.) 

certain,  augmented, 

act  repealed, 

new  act  augmenting 

•act  repealed 

new  act  further  augmenting, 
act  in  addition  to  last  act, 
acts  augmenting  repealed,   . 

new  act, 

acts  augmenting  repealed,    . 
PENOBSCOT  EXPEDITION. 

notes  issued  by  Treasurer  on  .account  of, 

how  d.ated 

PETITIONS  TO  GENERAL  COURT. 

act  to  prevent  unnecessary,  renewed,        .        .       86, 

457, 1120 
for  license,  acts  to  prevent  renewed,  39,  88,  259,  460, 

903, 1123 
PHILLIPS    ACADEMY,  ANDOVER. 

Trustees  of,  incorporated,  ....    1418 

PIERPONT.  ROBERT. 

enabled  to  collect  certain  taxes  in  Boston,        .       27 
PITTSTON. 

town  of,  incorporated 923 

PLANTATIONS.     {See  Treasurer.) 

act  for  levying  and  collecting  taxes  in  planta- 
tions not  incorporated,  renewed,      28, 
88,  460,  1123 
inhabitants  of  new  plantations  empowered  to 

assess,  levy  and  collect  taxes,        .      254 
freeholders  to  meet,  choice  of  officers,      .      254 
oath,  how  administered,      ....      255 
Clerk  of  General  Sessions  to  notify  meet- 
ings,   255 

taxes,  how  raised, 256 

PLEADINGS. 

by  officer  sued  on  account  of  duties  assigned 

him  by  act  against  monopoly,        .     .589 
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general  issue  may  be  pleaded  to  action  growing 
out     of     executing     act     against 

monopoly 646 

PLUMB  ISLAND. 

act  to  prevent  damage  by  horses,  etc.,  renewed,      174 

457,  1120 
PLYMOUTH. 

act  to  prevent  damage  by  horses,  cattle,  etc., 

on  Plymouth  beach,  renewed,       .       39, 
259,  903 
act  for  preservation  of  the  beach  and  harbor 

in  Plymouth,  renewed,  .        88,461,1124 
act  to  prevent  damage  on  a  beach  at  Monu- 
ment Ponds,  renewed,    .      175,  4C0,  1123 
act  to  prevent  damage  in  the  woods,  by  hunt- 
ing with  dogs,  etc.,  renewed,         .       88, 
461,  1123 
PLYMOUTH     COUNTY.      {See     Inferior 
Court,     Sessions    of    the    Peace, 
Superior  Court.) 
boundary    between    Plymouth    and    Bristol 
Counties  and  Suffolk  County  es- 
tablished,          224 

POATNAMICUT.     {See  Hanoich.) 
POLLS.     {See  Taxes,  Valuation.) 
PONDTOWN. 

tract  of  land  so  called,  erected  into  town  of 

Winthrop,         ....      132 
POOR.     {See    Overaeers   of  the    Poor,    Taxes, 
Vagrants,  also  provisions  in  acts 
of  incorporation  of  various  dis- 
tricts and  towns.) 
act  in  addition  to  laws  relating  to  the  support 
of    poor    and    indigent    persons 
(1742-43,  c.  18),  renewed,       86,  458,  1121 
act  in  addition  to  laws  relating  to  the  removal 
of    poor   persons    out   of    towns 
where   they  are   not   inhabitants 
(1766-67,  c.  17),  renewed,  28,  88,  461,  1124 
act  in  further  addition  to  act  for  explanation 
of,  etc.,  act  referring  to,  (1758-59, 
c.  17),  renewed,       .        .       87,460,1123 
act  for  explanation  of,  and  supplement  to,  the 
acts  referring  to,  (1740-41,  c.  20), 
renewed,  ....         39,  258,  903 
act  for  explanation  of,  and  supplement  to,  an 
act  referring  to,  (1741-42,  c.  4),  re- 
newed  258,903 

act  relating   to  idle  and  disorderly  persons 

(1736-37,  c.  4),  renewed,  .09,  258,  903 

act  relating  to  poor  and  idle,  disorderly  and 
vagrant  persons   (1755-56,  c.  43), 

renewed, 459,  1122 

justices  of    the  peace  in   towns   whence   re- 
moved, empowered  to  issue  war- 
rant for  removal,     ....      198 
not  to  obtain  a  settlement  by  reason  of  being 

bound  out  to  service,      .        .        .      162 
towns  authorized  to  make  special  provisions 

for, 775 

POOR  PRISONERS  FOR  DEBT.     {See 

Prisoners.) 
PORTERS. 

act  for  regulating  in  Boston,  renewed,    86,  457, 1120 
POSTMASTERS  AND  POSTRIDERS. 

exempt  from  military  aei-vice 729 


P'ige 
POTASH  AND  PEARL ASH. 

act  to  prevent  fraud  by  adulteration   of,  re- 
newed,      ....       88,461,1124 
POUNDS. 

act  relating  to,  renewed,     ...        86,  459,  1122 
POWDER-HOUSES.     {Sre  Gunpowder.) 

to  be  built  in  Boston  and  Watertown,       .        .      167 
POWNALBOROUGH. 

divided  into  two  precincts,  east  and  west,         .      227 
northerly   half   of   east  precinct  set   off  into 

north  precinct 562 

PREACHING. 

against  Declaration  of  Independence,  penalty,      613 

PRECINCTS    AND    PARISHES.      {See 

Bolton,  Bridgewater,  Cambridge, 

Banvers,    Dunstable,    Haverhill, 

Hi/igham,    Leicester,    Mansfield, 

Marshfield,     Mendon,     Methuen, 

.     Needham,  Newhury,  Newhuryport, 

Norton,  Oxford,  Pownalborough, 

Roxbury,       Salem,       Stoughton, 

Stoughtonham,  Sutton,  Uxbridge, 

Ward.) 

act  for  securing  the   seasonable  payment  of 

town  and  precinct  votes  or  assoss- 

ments,  renewed 85 

PRICES    OF    LABOR    AND    COMMO- 
DITIES.    {See  Action ,  Auction, 
Monopoly .) 
fixed  by  law,         ....         583-589,  642,  643 
to  be  affixed  by  selectmen  and  committees 

to  certain  goods,      .        .       586,  642,  643 
penalty  for  selling  at  a  higher  price  than 

fixed, 587 

persons  refusing  to  sell,  warrant  to  issue, .      58S 

proceedings, 588,  589 

certain  persons  appointed  to  keep  an  account 
of  the  prices  of  cortain  articles  in 
their  respective  counties,  verified 

by  oath 1135-1137 

PRINCETON. 

town  of,  incorporated, 125 

certain  lands  set  off  from, 238 

PRINCETOWN. 

district  of,  erected  into  a  town  by  the  name  of 

Princeton 125 

PRISONERS  FOR  DEBT. 

act  for  the  ease  of,  renewed,      .         .       87,  458,  1121 
act  for  the  relief  of  poor,  renewed,  .         40,  259,  904 
PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

act  providing  support  for  prisoners  taken 
by  American  armed  vessel  and 
brought  into  port,  ....  624 
charges  for  support,  how  paid,  .  .  .  625 
commissary  to  be  appointed,  duties,  .  624,  625 
council  may  remove  in  case  of  sickness,  .  625 
prisoners  to  be  kept  whore,  .        .       624,  625 

part  of  said  act  repealed,     ....      739 
whole  of  said  act  repealed,  .        .        .    1175 

act  for  security,  support  and  exchange  of,        .     1173 
charges  of  support,  how  paid,     .        .        .     1174 
commanders  of  vessels,  duties,  .        •        .     1174 
prisoners  to  be  delivered  to  commissary 
general  of  prisoners  of  the  United 

State's 1173 

rations  allowed 1174 

Bick  and  wounded,  expenses  how  paid,     .    1174 
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PRIVATEERS.     (See  Armd  Vessels.) 

to  be  commissioned  by  ;onncil, .        .        .       437,  463 

bond  to  be  giren 438,  464 

PROBATE  COURTS. 

act  for  further  regulating  proceedings  in,  re- 
newed,     ....        87,  459,  1122 
absentees    and    conspirators,    powers    as   to 

estates  of,  .       629,  631,  632,  911,  931, 

967,  971 
gnardians  to  be  appointed  to  persons  deaf  and 
dumb,  to   idiots    or   children   of 

idiots, 595 

survival  of  action  begun  by  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate,  805 


Page 

PROFANITY. 

act  more  effectually  to  prevent,  renewed,         .      39, 

86,  458, 1121 
PROSECUTIONS.     (See  Berkshire  County.) 
against    committees    of    correspondence    and 
others   for   destroying   property, 
etc.,  not  to  be  sustained,         .        .     1169 
PROVINCE   COURT  HOUSE. 

act  to  prevent  disturbance  by  coaches,  etc., 

passing,  renewed,    .        .       87,  458,  1121 
PROVINCETOWN. 

act  to  prevent  damage  by  cattle,  etc.,  to  Cape 

Cod  Harbor,  renewed,    .     174,  457,  1320 
act  in  addition  to  said  act,  renewed,   174,  458,  1121 


Q. 


QUAKERS. 

act  allowing  affirmation  by,  in  place  of  oath 

in  certain  cases,  renewed,      87,  460, 
acts  exempting  from  ministerial  taxes,      .       Ill 

certificate,  form, 112 

how  exempted  when  no  certificate,  .  113 
who  to  be  taken  as  a  Quaker,  .  .  112, 
when  exempt,  not  to  vote  on  ministerial 

matters, 113; 

act  of  1774,  c.  6  (p.  392),  renewed,     .     732, 


1122 
,392 


,393 
1125 


QUAKERS  —Continued. 

affirmation  allowed  under  acts  for  inquiring 

knto  ratable  property,  .  159,  801,  1185 
affirmation  of  allegiance  to  be  taken  by,  .  .  772 
declaration  to  be  made  by  relative  to  assisting 

the  enemy, 483 

exempted  from  military  service,        .        .        .      595 
exempted  from  penalty  for  non-attendance  at 

musters,  act  renewed,     .       88,  460, 1123 
QUIVBT  HARBOR.     {See  Harwich.) 


R. 


501 


RAINSFORD'S  ISLAND.     {See  Hospital.) 
RATABLE   ESTATE.     {See   Taxes,  Valua- 
tion.) 
RATES.     {See  Taxes.) 

act  for  securing  seasonable  payment  of  town 
and  precinct  rates,  renewed, . 
RECOGNIZANCE      OR      ACKNOWL- 
EDGMENT, 
for  payment  of  debts,  form, 

execution,  when  and  how  issued, 
form  of  execution, 
process     on     execution,      how 
ecuted,      .... 

fees 

how  and  by  whom  taken,  . 
proceedings  when  original  obligation 
record,  how  made,  etc  , 
recovery,  how  had,  ... 
remedies  for  wrongful  suing, 
taken  between  April  13,  1780,  and  October 
3,  1780,  expressed  in  old  cur- 
rency,   how   judgment  made    up 

thereon,    

RECORDS. 

of  proprietors  of  lands  brought  to  severalty, 

act  for  safe  keeping  of,   . 
of  Provincial  Congresses,  how  kept  and  used, 

415 
of  recognizances  for  debt,  how  kept, 
REDEMPTION. 

of  lands  sold  for  taxes.    {See  Taxes.) 


lost. 


498 
499 
500 

499 
502 
502 
501 
499 
499 
500 


387 


,416 
499 


REFUGEES.     {See  Absentees,  Enemies,  Con- 
spirators.) 
to  British  Fleet  or  Army;  not  to  take  test, 
and   disqualified    from  voting   or 

holding  office, 

REGISTERS    OF    DEEDS.      {See   County 

Hegister.) 
REPRESENTATIVES.     (See  General 
Court.) 

all  towns  to  have  right  to  send 

how  many  to  be  scut  from  towns, 
to  take  oath  relating  to  foreign  bills  of  credit, 
Newbuvyport  and  Newbury,  regulations,       419,  420 
RETAILERS.     {See  Licenses,  Sessions  of  the 

Peace.) 
RHODE  ISLAND. 

bills  of  credit  of,  not  to  be  received  or  paid,    . 
RICHMONT. 

lands  of  delinquent  proprietors,  how  sold  ^or 

taxes, 

RIOTS  AND  TUMULTUOUS  ASSEM- 
BLIES- 
act  for  further  preventing,  renewed,         87,  459,  1122 
certain     riotous     proceedings     in     Berkshire 

County  pardoned 932 

ROADS.     {See  Wa!/s.) 

act  relating  to  common  roads,  renewed,   .       258,  903 
ROCHESTER. 

act  to  prevent  destruction  6f  Alewives  in  Mat- 

tapoisutt  Iliver,        ....        84 
fines  and  penalties,  how  recoveredi    «       .       U 


483 


419 
502 
35 


34 


331 
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ROCHESTER  —Continued. 

said  act  renewed, 259,  904 

inhabitants  empowered  to  regulate  the  taking 
of  fish  in  harbors  and  coves  of  the 

town 250 

said  act  renewed 462, 1124 

ROXBURY. 

certain  inhabitants  of  West  Parish  incorpo- 
rated into  a  distinct  precinct,         .      177 


B.OX.B'U'RY —Contimied. 

certain  persons  and  estates  set  off  from  first 

to  third  precincts  in,        .        .        .      29S 
ROYALSTON. 

part     of,     called     Royalston     Leg,     set     off 
and   annexed    to  town    of   Win- 

chendon 1395 

RUTLAND  DISTRICT. 

incorporated  into  town  of  Hutchinson,    .        .      389 


s. 


ST.  GEORGES. 

plantation  incorporated  into  town  of  Warren,      691 

easterly  part  of,  incorporated  with  easterly 
part   of   Warren    into    town    of 

Thomaston, 623 

SALE   OF   LANDS.     {See  Absentees,  Execu- 
tors, Taxes  and  references  there- 
under.) 
SALEM. 

act  to  prevent  damage  by  fire  in,  renewed,       .       40, 

259,  904 

act  empowering  proprietors  of  meeting-house 
in  first  parish  (Rev.  John  Spar- 
hawk)  to  raise  money  for  minis- 
terial and  other  necessary  charges, 
renewed 39,  259,  903 

act  empowering  proprietors  of  meeting-house 
in  first  parish  (Rev.  Dudley 
Leavitt)  to  raise  money  for  minis- 
terial and  other  necessary  charges 
renewed, 174 

act  empowering  east   precinct  (Rev.    James 
Diman)  to  raise  money  for  minis 
terial  and  other  necessary  charges 
tax  to  be  levied  on  pews, 


said  act  renewed, 


32 

175,  461,  1124 
179 
324 
325 
325 


Marine  Society  at  Salem,  incorporated,    . 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  to  be  chosen, 

powers  and  duties 

regulations  for  workhouse, . 
SALMON.     {See  Agaicam  River,  Fish,  Merrl 

mack  nicer.) 
SALVAGE .    ( See  Admiralty.) 

jurisdiction  of  Courts  of  Admiralty  over,       .      807 
SANDWICH. 

act  to  prevent  destruction  of  alewives  in,  re- 
newed,     ...        39,  259,  903,  1123 
act  to  prevent  damage  in  the  woods,  by  hunt- 
ing, renewed,  ....         88,461 
SANDY-NECK    MEADOW.     {See  Barn- 
stable.) 
SCARBOROUGH. 

assessors  empowered  to  effect  the  collection  of 

taxes  micoUected  by  Royal  Tyler,      219 
SCHOOLS   AND    SCHOOLMASTERS- 
{See  Hatfield.) 
act  in  further  addition  to  acta  for  settlement 
of     schools     and     schoolmasters, 

renewed 89,  461, 1124 

SCITUATE, 

act  to  prevent  damage  on  beach,  hummocks 

and  meMows,  'enewed,      175,  459, 1122 


SEAMEN.     {See  Admiralty,  Armed  Vessel.) 
jurisdiction  of  ..\dmiralty  Courts  over  seamen's 

wages 807 

lien  on  ships, 8:j7 

SEARCH  WARRANT. 

for  arms  of  persons   refusing  to  take  test  of 

allegiance, 480 

for  arrest  of  persons  dangerous  to  the  State,  .      641 
SECRETARY  OP  THE  COLONY.    {See 
Fees,  Valuation.) 
to  copy  and  authenticate  records  of  provincial 

congresses 416 

SECRETARY    OP    THE     PROVINCE. 

{See  Fees,  Valuation.) 
SECRETARY   OP    THE    STATE.      {See 

Fees,  Valuation.) 
SECURITIES,     GOVERNMENT.      {See 
Treasurer.) 

to  be  paid  in  silver  and  gold 1183 

SEINES.     (See  Fish.) 

SELECTMEN.     {See  Apprentice,  Committees 

of  Correspondence,  Poor,   Taxes, 

Towns.) 

action  of  trespass,  not  liable  to  in  Berkshire 

County  without  leave  of  General 

Court, 932 

army,  duties  in  enlistment  of  soldiers,     .        .      597 

to  impress  arms, 597 

auctioneers  to  be  licensed  by 248 

census  of  inhabitants  of  Colony,  to  bo  taken,     408, 

409 
fees^for  taking  census,         ....      4G9 
exportation   of   certain   articles,  powers   and 

duties  relative  to,    .        .        .   1114,  1115 
measurers  of  wood   or  bark  to  be   appointed 

by, 1119 

posts  or  signs,  in  Boston,  may  be  taken  down 

by, 003 

SESSIONS    OP    THE    PEACE,    GEN- 
ERAL.      {See    Fees,    Inferior 
Courts  of  Comm,on  Pleas,  Jurors.) 
Times  and  places  for  holding  {the 
.same  as  (hose  of  Inferior   Court 
of  Com,mon  Pleas,  >rhic!i  see.) 
bills  of  credit,  refusal  to  take,  jurisdiction  of 

complaints  for 1074 

clerk,  duties  as  to  meetings  of  proprietors  of 

new  plantations 255 

deserters,  proceedings  relating  to,  jurisdiction 

of 1078 

exportation,  laws  against,  jurisdiction  under,    1115 
forestalling,  law  against,  jurisdiction  under,  •     92fl 
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Pago 
SESSIONS    OP    THE    PEACE,    GEN- 
EBALi  —  Cnnthiucd. 
hoardingprovisions,  jurisdiction  of  coraplaints 

against, 1074 

hospitals  for  inoculjlion  of  small  pox  to  be 

permitted  by  justices,     .        .       552,  554 
licenses,  power  to  grant  in  certain  cases,  act 

renewed 88,  460,  1123 

licenses    to    innholders    and    retailers    to   be 

granted  by,  in  certain  cases,  .        .      441 
taxes  in  new  plantations,  duties  relative  to,    255,  256 
vagabonds,  to  be  punished  by  court  and  one 
or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace  out 

of  court 46 

SETTLEMENT.     (See  Poor.) 
SEWERS. 

acts  for  regulating  drains  and  common  sewers 

renewed, 40 

act  in  addition  to  said  act  renewed,    .       259,  904 
act  in  addition  to  act  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners of  sewers,  renewed,  .        .       85, 
45S,  1121 
SHAD.     (See  Agawam  River,  Fish,  Weymouth.) 
SHEEP.     (See  Dogs.) 

act  to  encourage  the  increase   of,   renewed,       80, 

457,  1120 
act  in  addition  to  said  act,  renewed,   .        .       87, 

459,  1122 
act  to  prevent  stealing  of,  from  Martha's  Vine- 
yard, renewed,         .        .      175,  400,  1123 
SHELBURNE. 

tax  granted  on  all  unimproved   lands  in,  for 

ministerial  purposes,       .        .        .      217 

sale  for  nonpayment 217 

notice  of  sale,  redemption,  .        .        .      218 

SHERBURNE.     {Sfantucket  County.) 

inhabitants  empowered  to  choose  a  collector 

.  in  place  of  Thomas  Arthur,  .        .      120 
collector  empowered  to  enforce  payment 

of  taxes, 120 

SHERIFF.     {See  Fees,  Witnesses.) 
and  deputies. 

authorized  to  sell  goods  taken  on  execu- 

•         tion, 207 

empowered  to  take  aid  in  arrest  of  per- 
sons dangerous  to  the  State,  .        .      Gil 
empowered  to  break  open  houses  to  gcarch 

for  persons  dangerous  to  the  State,      041 
SHINGLES.     {See  Clapboards) 

act  in  relation  to  assize  of,  renewed,         40,  259,  904 
SHIRE  TOWN. 

D'jdh.-im  to  bo  for  Suffolk,  ....      450 

SHORES.     {See  Sewers.) 

SICKNESS.     {See  Contagious  Diseases,  Hos- 
pital.) 
SIGNS.     {See  Lamps.) 

or  posts,  in  Boston,  may  be  taken  down  by 

selectmen 305 

SILVER  COIN.    (See  Gover?iment  Securities, 

Specie.) 
SIPPERWISSET     BEACH.       {See     Fal- 

inoiith.) 
SKEKIT  HARBOR.     (.Sec  Harwich.) 
SMALL-POX.     {See  Contagious  Diseases.) 
SOLDIERS.     {See  Army,  Tuxes.) 

families  of,  to^vns  authorized  to  make  special 

provision  for 775 


1166 


901 


75 


75 
1116 


1183 


930 
1398 


731 
904 


SOLDIERS  —Con^mMed. 

amount  expended  for  supply  of,  to  bo 
allowed  selectmen  or  committees, 
SOUTHAMPTON. 

ccrtaiii  persons  set  off  from  Northampton  to, 
SOUTHWICK. 

district  of,  incorporated 

to  join  with  Westfield  in  choice  of  representa- 
tive  

certain  lands  annexed  to,  from  Westfield, 
SPECIE.     {See  Bills  of  Credit,  Treasurer.) 

government  securities  to  be  paid  in, 
SPARS. 

exportation  of,  above  certain  size,  prohibited, 

said  act  renewed, 

SPIRITS.     {See  Impost.) 

distilling  of,   from    cider    and    grain,   pro- 
hibited  

act  renewed, 

SPRINGFIELD. 

western  part  incorporated  into  town  of  Wett 

Springfield, 335 

Stony  Hill  incorporated  into  town  of  Ludlow,      337 
SPRUCE  CREEK.     {See  Eittery.) 
STATE  ATTORNEY. 

duties  relative  to  prosecution  of  deserters,      .    1198 
STAVES. 

act  for  regulating  the  assize  of,  renewed,  40,  259,  904 
STOGKBRIDGE.     {See  Indians.) 

west  part  erected  into  district  of  West  Stock- 
bridge 325 

act  in  addition  to  said  act 389 

STOUGHTON. 

certain   inhabitants  of  south  precinct  set  off 

and  annexed  to  the  north  precinct 

of  Bridgewater, 

certain  inhabitants  of,  annexed  to  district  of 

Mansfield,  as  to  parish  aifairs, 
certain  persons  with  their  lands  set  off  from 

to  town  of  Dedham, 
part  of,   included   in    incorporation   of    Fox 

borough, 

part  of,  set  off  and   annexed  to  the  town  of 

Stoughtonham,        ... 
town   of,  and  district  of  Stoughtonham,  em 
powered  to  sell  certain  lands, 
proceeds  to  be  invested  for  Congregational 
ministers  of  town  and  district, 
STOUGHTONHAM. 

part  of,   included   ia  incorporation    of    Fox 

borough 

part  of  Stoughton  set  off  and  annexed  to, 
STOW. 

proprietors  enabled  to  collect  money  already 

granted 343 

collector  empowered  to  collect  money  al- 
ready granted,         ....      344 
STREETS.      {See    Bonfires,    Boston,    Lamps, 

Roads,  Ways.) 
STRIP.     {See  Waste.) 
SUDBURY. 

easterly  part  incorporated  into  town  of  East 

Sudbury 1170 

certain  lands  and  training  field  to  remain  to,  .    1171 
SUFFOLK  COUNTY.     (.?««  Inferior  Court, 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  Superior 
Court.) 


116 


48 


1394 


875 


1411 


334 


335 


875 
1411 
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SUFFOLK    COUNTY—  CovUnued. 

boundary  between  Plymouth  and  Bristol 
Counties  and  Suffolk  County  es- 
tablished,          224 

SUGAR.     {See  Impost.) 
SUITS.     {See  Lawsuits.) 

on  recognizances  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 

in  what  name  to  be  prosecuted,     .      485 
act  to  prevent  unnecessary  expense  in  suits  at 

law,  renewed, .        .        .         39,258,903 
SUNDERLAND. 

easterly  part,  incorporated  into  town  of  Lev- 

erett 327 

SUPERIOR      COURT      OF     JUDICA- 
TURE. 
Court  of  Assize,  and  General  Gaol 
Delivery,  times  and  places  of 
holding : 

in  the  several  counties 44 

in  Berkshire  County 933 

part  of  said  act  repealed,     .        .        .    1131 

in  Middlesex  County 322,  454 

in  Suffolk  County, 455 

last  act  repealed, 593 

writs  and  processes,  how  returnable, .      594 


Page 
SUPERIOR      COURT     OF      JUDICA- 
TURE —  Continued. 
bills  of  credit,  persons  refusing  to  take,  how 

,         tried 1074 

deserters,  to  have  jurisdiction  of  proceedings 

for  penalties  relative  to,  .        .     1076 

forestalling,  jurisdiction  under  act  against,      .      926 
hoarding  provisions,  jurisdiction    under    act 

against 1074 

justices  to  compute  prices  of  current  articles,     1135 
to   compute  true  value  of  notes  for  pay 

ment  of  officers  and  soldiers,         .     1136 
sale  of  real  estate,  by  executors  and  adminis- 
trators,   to    be     licensed    in    any 

county, 47 

of  real  estate  of  absentee  to  be  licensed,  .      G30 
treasonable    offences    committed    outside    cf 

State,  jurisdiction  over,  .       616,  883 

SUTTON. 

parish   set  off  from,  incorporated   into  town 

of  "Ward, 796 

certain  persons  with  their  estates  set  off  from, 

to  town  of  Northbridge,        .        .     1177 
SWINE. 

act  for  better  regulating,  renewed,   .       86,  458,  1121 
.  act  in  addition  to  said  act,  renewed,  86,  459,  1122 


T. 


TARPOLIN  COVE  ISLAND. 

act  for  preservation  of  moose  and   deer  on, 

renewed,  .        .        .86,  4Q1,  1124,  1128 
act  in  addition  to  said  act,   ....    1127 
TAUCONNUCK  MOUNTAIN. 

incorporated  into  town   of  Mount  Washing- 
ton,     1069 

TAXES.     {See  Assessors,  Collectors,  Treasurer, 
Valuation.) 
Ministerial.    (See  Antlpedobaptists,  Ash- 
by,  Bolton,  Ash  field,  Garjchorough, 
Great  Barrington,  Uubhardston, 
Newbury,  Newburyport,  Pearson- 
town,  Quakers,  Richmont,  Salem, 
Scarborough,    Shelbxime,     West- 
minster.) 
Province,  Colony  and  State. 

a'jte  for  apportioning  and  assessing,     5,  89,  109, 
209,  306,  395,  423,  5G4,  742,  782,  886,  933, 
1079,  1137,  1202, 1399, 1421 
apportionieent  of  act  of  1769-70,  c.  5,  re- 
pealed in  part,  ....        92 
apportionment  to  be  corrected   by  next 

valuation,  •       .        .        .       794, 898, 955 

•sscasing,  rules    for,     IS,  104, 157,  319,  407,  434, 

581,  756,  792,  895,  953, 

1110,  1163,  1227,  1406, 

1429 

value  to  be  price  in  currency  of  the 

United  States,  1110,  lin3, 1227,  1400,  1430 
aBsesBors  or  selectmen  to  make  list  and  re- 
turn certificate,  18,  19,  105,  320,  408,  434, 
582,  756,  792,  890,  954, 
1110,  1163,  1227,  1228, 
1407, 1430 


'YKK^^—  Continued. 

to  notify  inhabitants  to  bring  in  lists,       19, 
105,  320,  403,  435,  582,  758,  793,  897, 
953,  1112,  1165,  1229,  1408,  1432 
proceedings  in  default  of  list,    19,  105,  320, 
408,  435,  5S2,  758,  794,  897, 954, 1112, 
llGo,  1229,  1409,  1432 
appeal  to  Court  of    Sessions,    19,  105,  320, 
408,  435,  583,  758,  794,  897,  954, 1112, 
1166,  1230,  1409,  1432,  1433 
Boston,  special  regulations  for  inhabitants 

removing  to  avoid  taxes,  20,  106,  321,  409 
Boston    or   Charlostown,  inhabitants  re- 
moved to  other  towns,  regulations,      435 
exemptions,     18,  104,  157,  319,  407,  433,  436,  581, 
5S2,    757,   793,   897,   954,   1111, 
1164,  1228,  1407,  1431 
"  inhabitant "  delined,      .     1106,1230,1409,1433 
merchants  residing  in  ooe  town  and  trad- 
ing in  another,  how  taxed,   20,  106,  321, 

409 
oath  to  be  called  for  when   alteration   in 

property  suspected,        .        .        .    1406 
officers  and  soldiers,  regulations  for  tax- 
ation,    4;'.4, 436,  582,  583,  757,  793,  897, 955, 
1112,  1165,  1229,  1403,  1432 
paper   money   to    be   distinguished   from 

hard  money 1408 

persons  not  belonging  to  any  town,  taxed 

for  use  of  State 899 

sale  for  taxes  of  non-resident  proprietors' 

unimproved  land,  regulations,    757,  793, 

807,  954,  1111,  11G4,  1228,  1407,  1431 

of  lands  of  absentooa   to  be  stayed,  1166, 

1230, 1409,  1433 
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TAXES  —  Continued. 

seaport  towns,    residents   removed   from 

where  taxed, 434 

selectmen  (we  assessors)  to  transmit^lists 
of     non-resident     and     transient 
merchants,        .        .         20,  106, 321,  409 
town  cliooslng  or  appearing  to  raise  larger 
sum  than  set  against  it,  how  cred- 
ited, ....  955,  1230,  1410,  1433 
transient  traders,  how  rated,      20,  106,  321,  409 
Treasurer  of  the  Province. 

(/or  general  duties  in  assessment  of 
all  taxes,  see  any  of  the   above 
acts.) 
to  remit  proceeds  of  tax  to  Europe  to 

pay  European  loan,         .        .        .     116S 
United  States. 

no  taxes  assessed  on  property  of,    5S3,  758, 
794,  898,  1113,  116G,  1230,  1409,  1433 
Boston,  act  to  enable  Robert  Pierpont  to  col- 
lect certain  taxes 27 

act  to  enable  collectors  to  sue  for  rates  and 

taxes  In   certain  cases,  renewed,       88, 
460, 1123 
collectors,  town  treasurer  empowered  to  issue 

warrant  against  delinquent,  .        .      232 
precinct,  authorized   to    collect  taxes  in 

every  part  of  precinct,   .        .        .      233 

comity  and  town  tax,  how  apportioned,  18, 104,  157, 

319,  407,   434,   5S1,   757,  955,   1111, 

1164,  1228,  1431 

panted,  to  the  crown,    ....         30,  lOS 

to  discharge  bills  of  public  credit,    418.  444,  543, 

549,  561,  590,  007,  Oil,  907,  llSl 

certain  taxes  payable  in    articles   at 

fixed  prices,     ....  IISI,  1410 
to  draw  out  of  circulation  the  State's  pro- 
portion of  the  currency,         .        .    1179 

to  redeem  loan 551 

to  discharge  loan  in  Europe,        .        .        .    1167 
to  redeem  notes  of  Treasurer,  605,  609,  038,  735, 
741,  773,  8S5,  929,  959,  961,  964, 1078, 
1136,  1192,  1193 
plantations  not  incorporated,  act  relating  to 

taxes  in,  renewed,   .         28,  88,  460,  1123 
new,  act  empowering  inhabitants  to  assess, 

levy  and  collect  taxes  in,        .        .      254 
choice  of  officers,  regulations,     .       255,  256 
precinct  and  town  rates,  act  relating  to    re- 
newed,       85 

Bpecie,  regulations  as  to  payment  in,  1181, 1230, 1410, 

1433 
war,  carrying  on,  and  paying  bounties  for  en- 
listment, taxation  authorized  and 
legalized,  ....       636,  958 

{For  special  provisions  as  to  province,  colony, 
state,  town,  county  and  district 
taxes,  see  Ashjield,  Ashburnham, 
Greenfield,  Greenwich,  Iltibbards- 
ton,  Lisburn  Propriety,  Murray- 
afield,  Harwich,  Pearsontown, 
Plantations,  Pichmont,  Scar- 
borough, Sherburne,  Stow,  West- 
minster,  Winchendon,  Windham. 
See  also  acts  of  incorporation  of 
various  towns  and  districts,  and 
the  titles  of  the  various  tax  acts.) 


479 
480 


481 
483 


483 


Page 

TEAMSTERS.     (See  Cordrcood.) 

to  have  certificate  from  selectmen,  etc.,    .        .    1114 
to  take  oath  that  goods  are  not  for  exj)orta- 

tion, 1117 

TENANTS    IN    COMMON.      (.See   Parti- 
tion.) 
act  to  prevent  waste  by,  renewed,      .       85,  457,  1120 
TENDER.     (See  Bills  of  Credit,  Judgment.) 
TEST. 

of  loyalty  to  the  United  Colonies,     . 

mode  of  proceeding  against  delinquents, 

persons  refusing,  disqualified  from  hold 

ing  office,  voting,  etc.,    . 

for  Quakers, 

certain  persons  not  to  be  permitted    to 

sign 

THEATRICAL  ENTERTAINMENTS. 

act  to  prevent,  renewed,      .        .  39,  86,  459, 1121 

THOMASTON. 

town  of,  incorporated, 623 

THREATENING    LETTERS     TO    EX- 
TORT MONEY, 
act  for  punishing  authors  of,  renewed,    87,  458, 1121 
TIMBER. 

act  for  securing  growth  of,  in  Ipswich  and 

\yenham,  renewed,         .     175,  459,  1122 
TISBURY. 

act    to    prevent    damage     on    meadows    and 
beaches    on    south    side    of,    re- 
newed,   ....         83,  461, 1124 
act  to  prevent  destruction  of  salt  meadows  in, 

renewed,         ...         89, 461, 1124 
TORIES-     (See  Absentees,  Conspirators,  Ene- 
mies,   Enemy,     Oath,    Refugees, 
Test.) 
penalty   for  opposing   Declaration   of   Inde- 
pendence,          

TOWNS.     (See  Assessors,  Collectors,  Commit- 
tees,   Districts,    Poor,  Selectmen, 
Taxes,  Valuation.) 
bills  of  credit,  money  authorized  to  be  raised 

by  towns  for  sinking, 
bonfires  in  streets  prohibited,  act  renewed,    87,  459, 

1122 
bounties    for   enlistment   of   soldiers,  towns 

authorized  to  raise  money  for,  .  636 
districts,  declared  to  be  towns  (1775),  .  .  420 
officers,  acts  relating  to  choice  of,  renewed,     39,  85, 

1121 
additional  act  relating  to  choice  of,  .  .  613 
absent  for  certain  causes,  duties  how  per 

formed, 

persons  may  be  chosen  in  their  room, 
representation  in   General   Court,  rights  do 

clared 419,  420 

soldiers'  families,  towns  authorized  to  make 

special  provision  for,  .  .  .  775 
treasurer,  to  issue  warrants  against  delinquent 

constable  or  collector,     .        .        .      232 

form  of  warrant, 233 

war,  towns  enabled  to  raise  money  for  carry- 
ing on,      .        .      • .        .        .        .      636 
special  collectors  authorized  to  be  chosen 

for  taxes  for  carrying  on  war,  .  775 
incorporated. 

Adams 909 

Barre  (renamed  from  Hutchinson)  1  .       •      695 


612 


760 


613 
613 
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TOWNS  —  ConUnued. 

Belfast 

293 

Buckland, 

957 

Buxton, . 

208 

CoshaU, 

777 

Cumin  gt  on, 

1072 

East  Sudbury 

1170 

Edgcomb, 

329 

Posborough, 

875 

Franklin, 

775 

Fryeburg, 

503 

Gageborongh 

102 

Gray, 

881 

Hallowell, 

129 

Hancock, 

550 

Hutchinson, 

389 

Lee, 

740 

Leverett, 

327 

Londun, 

237 

Ludlow, 

337 

Milford, 

1172 

Mount  Washington, 

1069 

New  Gloucester,  . 

329 

Partridgefleld, 

164 

.  rittsfon 

823 

Princeton,      .... 

124 

Thomaston,   .... 

623 

Vassallborough,    . 

135 

Waldoborough,     . 

293 

Ward 

796 

Warren,         .... 

591 

Washington, 

635 

Westhampton, 

900 

Westminster, 

50 

•    West  Springfield, 

335 

Whately 

122 

Windsor  (renamed  from  Gagebo 

roug 

h), 

912 

Winslow,       .... 

136 

Winthrop,      .... 

132 

and.  precincts,  act  for  securing  seasonable 

payment  of  rates  or  assessments 

renewed, 

85 

or  tOWnsllips,  act  in  further  addition   to 

act  for  regulating,  renewed,  . 

39 

act  in  further  addition  to  and  explanation 

of  act  for  regulating,  renewed,    8 

5,  458, 

1121 

act  in  addition  to  act  for  regulating,  . 

610 

selectman    or   selectmen    remaining 

or     town     clerk,    to    call    town 

meeting  to  supply  vacancy,  when 

selectmen  are  absent  for  certain 

causes, 

613 

other  town  officers  may  be  chosen  to 

flu  vacancies  caused  by  such  ab- 

sence  

613 

TOWNSEND. 

titles  of  land  in,  confirmed  to  proprietors, 

206 

TRANSPORTATION. 

of  persons  inimical  to  the  United  States,       6 

48-650 

penalty    for   returning   after   transporta 

tion, 

650 

of  persons  refusing  to  take  oath  of  allegiance 

771 

penalty   for    convict    returning    without 

leave, 

772 

of  persons  inimical  to  the  State,  and  returning 

there 

. 

772 

Page 
TREASON  AND  TREASONABLE  OF- 
FENCES- 
act  against  treason  and  misprision  of  treason,      615 
allegiance   to    this    State,  what   persons 

owe 615 

arraignment, 617,  618 

persona    standing    mute,    how    dealt 

with 617 

attainder. 

by  process  of  outlawry,        .        .       615-620 

not  to  work  corruption  of  blood,  .      619 

not  to  work  forfeiture  of  dower,  .      619 

concealment  of  treason,       .        .        .       615,  616 

counsel  allowed  to  prisoners,       .        .        .      617 

may  be  assigned  by  court,    .        .        .      617 

death  warrant,  proceedings  for,  .        .      619 

definitions  of  treasonable  offences,     .       615,  616 

dower  not  to  be  forfeited  by  attainder  of 

husband, 619 

evidence,  regulations, 618 

execution,  how  regulated,   .        .        .       619,  620 
forfeiture    on   conviction    of    treason   by 

process  of  outlawry,       .        .        .      616 
State  adjudged  seized  in  fact  of  estates 

of  convicts, 019 

impeachment  excepted  out  of  act,      .        .      620 
indictment,  copy  to  be  furnished  to  pris- 
oner   two    days    before    arraign- 
ment,          617 

no  evidence  to  be  offered  of  fact  not 

charged  in, 618 

not  to  be  quashed  for  false  grammar,      618 
judgment  may  be    reversed   on  writ    of 

error,        .        .        .        .        .        .      619 

not  to  be  arrested  for  false  grammar 

in  indictment 619 

limitation  of  trials  for  offences,  three  years 

after  treasonable  act,       .        .        .      C19 
misprision  of  treason,  definition,  penalty,     615, 

610 
outlawry,  proceedings  by  process  of,         .      61G 
outlaw  giving  himself  uji  within  a  year 

to  bo  tried,       .        .        .        .    •    .       616 

jurors,  regulations, 618 

copy  of  panel  to  be  furtiished  the  pris- 
oner,   618 

prisoner  allowed  twenty  jieremptory 

challenges 018 

prosecuting   officer   not    allowed    to 

challenge  peremptorily,          .        .      618 
to  pass  on  reason  of  prisoner's  stand- 
ing mute, 617 

pardon  may  be  granted  to  persons  con- 
fined for  treasonable  offences,       .      834 
penalties  and  punishments,  .        .       615,  013 

record,  copy  to  be  certified  by  clerk   to 
supreme  executive  authority  be- 
fore death  warrant  issues,      .        .      619 
trials,  regulations  for,  .        .        .617,  018,  619 
Superior  Court  to    have    cognizance 
within  such  counties  as   the   su- 
premo  executive   authority   shall 
order,        .        .        .      ' .        .        .      010 
warrant  for  execution,  how  issued,    .        .      mo 
to  be  under  great  seal,   ....      019 
witnesses,  two  to  the  same  overt  act  neces- 
sary to  conviction,  .       .       .      617, 618 
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TREASON  AND  TREASONABLE  OF- 
FENCES— CovtinuciJ. 
trials   for,  to  be  held  iu  Counties  of  Ilamp- 
shire  and  Berkshire  for  offences 

without  the  State 883 

certain   persons    authorized    to    summon 

witnesses, 883 

trial  for,  of  inhabitant  for  crimo  committed 

without  the  State,  to  be  in  county 

where  inhabitant,    ....      Oil 

TREASURER  OR  PUBLIC  OFFICER. 

survival  of  action  on  bond  begun  by,  to  his 

successor, 80G 

TREASURER    OF    THE     PROVINCE. 
{See      Appropriations,      Nbten, 
Taxes,  Valuation.) 
empoTvered  to  borro^wr  £88,1.58,  .       .       28 
"  76,000,    .        .      107 

"  13,000,    .        .      299 

"  3,000,    .        .      339 

"  14,5.50,    .        .      390 

to  issue  notes  therefor,  and  form  thereof,       28, 
29,  107,  209,  339,  390 
appropriations,    29, 108, 170,  208,  248,  299,  .300, 

340,  .391 
to  apply  £75,000  to  the  redemption  of  govern- 
ment securities,  ....  30 
to  apportion  tax  for  1772,  how,  ....  209 
to  issue  warrants  for  taxes  (.see  tax  acts),  30,  109 
to  issue  warrant  for  taxes,  how  to  new  planta- 
tions,          253 

to  observe  certain  rules  and  directions  in  issu- 
ing receipts  and  obligations,  29,  107,  299, 
340,  391 
to  pay  out  of  appropriation  as   directed  by 

warrant 30,  108 

to  sue  for  penalties  in  certain  cases,  .        .      197 

redemption  of  notes,  regulations,    30,  103,  300,  340, 

391,  302 
TREASURER   OF    COLONY  [OF  THE 
REVOLUTION].     (Scerr/er- 
cnrcs  above.) 
empowered  to  borro-w  £50,000,   .       .     504 

"  "  "  100,000    .         .       6.51 

to    issue   notes   therefor,   and   form 

thereof 504,  551 

appropriations, 504,  652 

bills  of  credit  to  bo  emitted  in   discharge  of 

government  debts,  .       417, 443,  548 

committee  to  countersign,  ....       504,  551 
redemption  of  notes,  provisions,       .        .       504,  551 

tax  granted  to  redeem  notes 551 

apportionment 552 

warrants  to  issue  for  taxes,        ....      552 
TREASURER  OF  STATE-    (^See  referencea 
ahorse.  Lottery.) 

empowered    to     issue     notes    on 
credit  of  the  State. 

for  £200,000 G04 

for  200,400, C09 

for   50,000, 638 

for     250,000 734 

for  redemption  of  bills  of  credit  outstaml- 

ing, 734 

for    £50,000 740 

for      75,000 773 


Page 
TREASURER    OF    STATE  —  Continued. 

for  $12;i,000 884 

for       21,450 929 

for       81,570, 959 

for       50,000 •      .        .960 

for     200,000 964 

for     200,000 1078 

for  payment  of  balances  due  ofHcers  and 

soldiers, 1133 

for    £49,830, 1193 

form  of  notes,  and  regulations  for  issue,     604, 
G09,  038,  734,  735,  741,  773,  884,  929, 
959,  901,  1078,  1133,  1193 
amount  payable   graduated  according  to 

jirices  of  commodities,  .        .        .     1133 
appropriations  or  directions  for  delivery 

of  notes,  605,  COS,  639,  734,  742,  774,  885, 
9.30,   960,  965,  1079,  1134, 
1137,  1194 
tax  granted  to  redeem  notes,    005,  609,  638,  735,  741, 
773,  885,  929,  959,  961,  964,  1078, 
1136,  1193 
apportionment,    005,  609,  638,  735,  741,  773,  885, 
930,  959,  961,  904,  1079,  1136,  1193 
to  borrow  Continental  bills  of  credit,     741,  884,  1078 
to  emit  bills  of  credit  in  discharge  of  debts  of 

government,    .        .        .       SCO,  590, 607 
to  grant  orders  in  favor  of  selectmen  or  com- 
mittees  for    supply    of   soldiers' 

families, 1166 

to  pay  certain  monies  collected  to  Board  of 

War, 1168 

action  begun  by,  on  bond,  to  be  carried  on  by 

his  successor 806 

{for  various  duties  of  Treasurers  of  Province, 
Colony  and  State  relative  to  war- 
rants to  selectmen  and  collectors 
for  taxes,  etc.,  see  the  various  acts 
above,  also  the  various  tax  acts 
and  acts  for  emitting  bills  of  pub- 
lic credit.) 
TREATING.     {See  Bribery.) 

of   soldiers  on  training  or  muster  days,  for- 
bidden,            451,  498 

TREATY  WITH  PRANCE. 

act  to  establish  reciprocity  as  to  provisions  of,     1197 
TREES.      {See     Timber,     White-Pi?ie     Trees, 

Wood.) 
TRESPASS.     {See  Actions,  Limitation.) 

qiiai-c  clausum,  disdaimer  allowed,  .        .        .      110 
TROVER.     {See  Actions,  Limitation.) 
TRURO. 

act  to  prevent  cattle  and  horses  from  running 
at  large  at  Eastern  llarbor  mead- 
ows, renewed,  .  .  80,  458,  1120 
act  to  prevent  cattL'  and  horses  from  running 
at  large  on  beaches  near  Bound 
Brook,  ....  87,  459,  1122 
TRUSTEES.     {See  Taxes,  assessing.) 

regulations  as  to  receiving  and  paying  bills  of 

credit 1414 

TYRINGHAM  EQUIVALENT. 

plantation  erected  into  township  of  Loudun,  .      231 
TYTHINGMEN. 

to  make  complaint  of  certain  offences,    ,        .      613 
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UNIMPROVED  LANDS.  {Sf.e  Lands, 
Tares.) 

UNITED  COLONIES.  {See  Army,  Bills  of 
Public  Credit,  Congress,  Enemies, 
Enemy,  Test.) 

UNITED  STATES  {See  Army,  Bills  of 
Public  Credit,  Commissary  Gen- 
eral, Congress,  Declaration  of 
Independence,  Enemies,  Enemy, 
Prisoners  of  War.) 


Paga 
UNLAWFUL   ASSEMBLIES. 

act  for  prevenliug,  renewed,       .        .        87,  459,  1122 
USURY. 

act  in  addition  to  act  restraining,  renewed,      .       87, 

458,  1121 
UXBRIDGB 

certain  persons   set  off    with   their   lands   to 
South  Precinct  in  Mendon,  in  pre- 
cinct affairs  only,     ....      128 
north  part  erected  into  village  of  Northbridge,      199 
duties  of  town  clerk  as  to  valuation,  .        ,      200 


V. 


46 


46 


156, 


VAGABONDS   AND    COMMON    BEG- 
GARS- 
act  in  addition  to  act  relating  to,        .  •      . 

courts  of  sessions    and  justices  of  peace 

to  punish, 

VAGRANTS      {See  Poor.) 
VALUATION. 

acts  for  inquiring  into  ratable  property,    . 

799, 1183 

assessors,  duties,    157, 158,  799, 800, 801, 11S3-11S5 

allowance  to,  .        .         .        .      158,800,113") 

oath  to  be  taken  by,       .        .      157,  800,  1184 

to  doom  persons  if  no  list  furnished,     158, 

800,  1185 
to  act  how,   in   case  of  death  or  re- 
moval,        1,58,  801 

exemptions, 157,  799,  800,  1181 

fines  and  penalties,   how   recovered   and   ap- 
plied,        ....      158,  801,  11S5 
lists  or  accounts  to  be  given  in  by  inhabitants,     158- 

801,  1185 
lists  to  be  returned  by  assessors,       .      156,  799,  1185 


VALUATION  —  Contimied. 

copy  to  be  sent  by  treasurer  of  State  to  clerk 

of  town  and  district,       .      157,  799,  1183 

oath  of  assessors,         ....      157,  800,  1184 

of  person  giving  in  list  or  account,    .       158,  800 

Quakers  allowed  to  afllrm  to  truth  of  list,        .     159, 

801, 1185 

form  of  afHrmation 159 

schedule  of  ratables,    .        .      157,  801-803, 1185-1188 
time  at  which  valuation  to  be  made,        158,  799, 1185 
value  to  be  calimated  in  specie,  ....    1184 
VASSALBOROUGH. 

town  of,  incorporated 135 

VENDUE .     {See  Auction.) 
VENDUE   MASTER,     {See  Auctioneer.) 
VESSELS      {See    Admiralty,  Armed    Vessel, 
Impost,  Kavy,  Salvage,  Seamen.) 
taken  in  the  employ  of  the  enemy,  to  bo  de- 
creed forfeited,        .        .        .       437, 463 
VIEWS. 

act  relating  to  views  by  a  jury  in  civil  actions, 

renewed 85,  458,  1121 


w. 


WALDOBOROUGH. 

incorporated  into  a  town, 293 

WALPOLE. 

part  of,  included  in  incorporation    of   Fox- 
borough,  875 

WAR.     {See  Board  of  War,  Taxes,  Towns.) 
WARD. 

town  of,  incorporated 796 

special  regulations  for  taxation,         .        .       899,  955 
WARE  RIVER. 

bridge  to  be  built  by  Elampshire  County,         .      134 
WAREHAM. 

act  to  prevent  damage  in  the  woods  by  hunt- 
ing, renewed,  ...       88,  461,  1123 
WARRANT.     {See  Fees,  Plantations,    Taxes, 
Treasurer.) 


WARRANT  —  Continued. 

against  delinquent  constable  or  collector,  form,      233 
for  execution,  how  iwsued,  ....      019 

WARREN. 

town  of,  incorporated, 591 

easterly   part   disannexed,    and    incorporated 
with    other   lands    into    town    of 

Thomaston 623 

WARWICK. 

trustees  of  Congregational  Society  in,  incor- 
porated,     962 

provisions  for  use  of  funds,         .        .       962,  963 
WASHINGTON. 

town  of,  incorporated, 635 

southwesterly  part  of,  with  other  lands,  in- 
corporated into  town  of  Lee,         .      739 
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WASTE. 

act  to  prevent  by  coparceners  and  others,  re- 
newed,     ....        85,  45 
purchaser  of  land  sold  for  taxes,  not  to  com- 
mit within  three  years,     1229,  140S,  1431 
WATCH. 

act  for  establishing  in  Boston,  renewed,  .        .       88, 

175,  460,  1123 
WATERTOWN. 

powderhouse  to  be  buill  in,        ...        .      167 
WAYS-     {See  Ilighways,  Roads.) 

act   relating  to  repair    of    private   ways,   re- 
newed,     ....         39,  258,  903 
act  relating  to  common    roads    and    private 

ways,  renewed,        .        .       ..       258,  903 
WELLFLEET. 

act   to   prevent   damage   by  cattle,  etc.,   on 
Bound  Brook  island  and  Griffith's 
islands,  renewed,     .        .       89, 461,  1124 
act  to  prevent  destruction  of  oysters  in  Bil- 
lingsgate bay, 172 

said  act  renewed, 394 

WELLS. 

act  to  prevent  cattle,  etc.,  from  running  at 
large   on  beaches  between  Wells 
and  Ogunquit  harbors,  and  to  pre- 
vent mowing  the  same,  renewed,  .       87, 
459,  1122 
WENHAM. 

act  for  securing  growth  of  timber  in,  renewed,     175, 

459,  1122 
WEST  SPRINGFIELD. 

incorporated  as  a  town 335 

WEST  STOCKBRIDGE. 

erected  into  a  district, 

to  join    with    Slockbridge    in    choice    of 
representative,         .... 

act  in  addition  to  said  act 

WESTFIELD. 

south  part  of,  incoi-porated  into  a  district  by 

the  name  of  Southwick, 
certain  lands  set  off  from,  to  town  of  South- 
wick,          

WESTFIELD      RIVER.      .{See     Agaicam 

River,  Korwich.) 
WESTHAMPTON. 

town  of,  incorporated, 

WESTMINSTER. 

district  of,  erected  into  a  town, 
sale  of  nonresidents'  land  for  taxes,  .       119,  235 

provisions  for  redemption  and  disposition 

of  proceeds  of  sale,.        .        .       119,  235 
WEYMOUTH. 

inhabitants  enabled  to  regulate  the  taking  of 

shad  and  alewives,  act   renewed,       40, 
259,  904 
entitled  to  take  fish  in  Monatiquot  River 

in  Braintree, 

WHARFINGER.     (.See  Cordwood.) 
WHATELY. 

Bet  off  from  Hatfield  and  incorporated  into  a 

town, 

to  join  with  Hatfield  in   choice   of  repre 

sentalive,  .... 

regulations  us  to  taxes, 
qtialificationfl  of  voters, 
legal  inhabitants  defined,     . 
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42 
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123 
124 
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WHEAT.     (See  Grain.) 

act  declaring  and  regulating  the   standard  of 

wheat  imported,  renewed,     88,  460, 1123 
WHITE-PINE  TREES 

act  for    preventing    the    destruction    of,    re- 
newed  174 

WHOLESALE.      {See  Exportation,  Monop- 
olij.) 
persons  buying  by  wholesa'e  not  to  sell  by 

wholesale 925 

WILBRAHAM. 

certain  lands  .annexed  to 328 

WILD  FOWL. 

act  to  prevent  destruction  of,  renewed,  87,  458, 1121 
WILLIAMS'  GRANT. 

part   of,  with  other  lands,  incorporated   into 

town  of  Lee, 7-39 

WILLIAMSBURGH. 

district  of,  erected, 125 

certain  estates  annexed 125 

to  join  with  Ilatfield  in  choice  of  repre- 
sentative   128 

provisions  as  to  place  of  public  worship 

in 127 

qualifications  of  voters 127 

regulations  as  to  estate  devoted  to  mainte- 
nance of  a  school  in  Hatfield,        .      126 
as  to  persons  warned  out  of  Hatfield,      126 

as  to  ways, 123 

WINCHENDON. 

part  of  Royalston  called  Royalston    Leg,  an- 
nexed to, 1395 

taxes  on  lands,  act  to  enable  assessors  to  col- 
lect,      .42 

WINDHAM. 

inhabitants   empowered    to    tax    unimproved 

lands 304 

fine  for  refusal  to  serve  as  collector, .        .      304 
sale  of  lands  for  nonpayment,    .        .        .      305 
WINDSOR 

town  of  Gageborough  to  be  named  Windsor,      912 
WINSLOW. 

town  of,  incorporated, 136 

to  vote  for  register  of  deeds  and  treasurer  of 

Lincoln  County,      ....      136 
WINTER-HARBOR  BEACH.   {SeeBidde- 

ford.) 
WINTHROP. 

tract  of  land   called   Pondtown   erected  into 

township  of  Winthrop,  .        .      132 

to  vote  for  register  of  deeds  and  treasurer  of 

Lincoln  County,      ....      133 
WITNESSES.       {See      Actions,     Affidavits, 
Fees.) 
how  compelled  to  attend  and  give  evidence  in 
neighboring    States,    in     certain 

cases, 733 

said  act  renewed 904 

in  trials  for  treasonable  offences,  regulations,     617, 

618 
in  trials  of    persons    suspected   of  treasona- 
ble   offences    without  the    State, 
how  summoned,      ....      883 
WOOD.     {See  Cordwood,  Firewood,  Timber.) 
WOODS.     {See  Barnstable,    Falmouth,   Ilunt- 
ing,  Plymouth,  Sandwich,  Ware' 
ham.) 
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WOODS—  Contimied. 

act  to  prevent  firing,  renewed,  .        .        86,  459,  1122 
WOOL^WICH. 

naval  office  to  be  kept  at, 928 

WORCESTER. 

parish  set  off  from,  incorporated  into  town  of 

Ward, 796 

WORKHOUSE.     {See  Salem.) 
WRENTHAM. 

westerly   part    incorporated    into    town    of 

Franklin 775 


WRENTHAM  —  Continued. 

part  of,  included  in  incorporation  of    Fox- 
borough,  875 

WRIT  OP  ERROR. 

to  reverse  judgment   on  indictment  for  trea- 
sonable offences,     ....      619 
WRITS  AND  PROCESSES. 

Regal  style  expunged, 484 ' 

style  of,  established,   .        .        .        .        .        ,      485 
when  to  begin 486 


Y. 


YARMOUTH. 

act  to  prevent  damage  by  cattle,  etc.,  at  Nob- 

Bcusset,  renewed,      .        .        .39,  167 
regulations   as   to   enforcement   of    said 

act 167 


YARMOUTH  —  Continued. 

act  to  prevent  damage  by  cattle  on  meadows 

and  beaches  near,  renewed,    40,  259,  904 
YORK  RIVER. 

bridge  proprietors  authorized  to  take  toll  for 

repairs, 131 


